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give a firm commitment to the principles of multiculturalism
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY was presented by Mr Rossi.

Petition received.
Tuesday 3 June 1997 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

. The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the fifty-first report of
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at e committee on the Christies Beach High School redevel-
2 p.m. and read prayers. opment which has been received and published pursuant to

section 17(7) of the Parliamentary Committees Act.
SUMMARY OFFENCES (PROSTITUTION)
AMENDMENT BILL AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

Petitions signed by 385 residents of South Australia The SPEAKER laid on the table the Auditor-General’s
requesting that the House urge the Government to support theport relating to contract summaries.

passage of the Summary Offences (Prostitution) Amendment
Bill 1996 were presented by Messrs Andrew and Clarke, Mrs QUESTION ON NOTICE
Geraghty, Messrs Leggett and Rann and Mrs Rosenberg.
Petitions received. The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answer to
guestion No. 9 on the Notice Paper be distributed and printed
GLENTHORNE RESEARCH STATION in Hansard

A petition signed by 1 033 residents of South Australia PAPERS TABLED
requesting that the House urge the Government to obtain
ownership of ‘Glenthorne’ at O’Halloran Hill from the  The following papers were laid on the table:
Federal Government and develop the site for community use By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

was presented by Mrs Greig_ Rules of CO‘Ur_t—MagiStrates COUrt_—MagiStrates Court
Petition received Act—Criminal Assets Confiscation Act
e : Statutory Authorities Review Committee—Response by
the Treasurer—Review of the Legal Services
LICENSED CLUBS Commission (Part 1) Report

By the Minister for Housing and Urban Development
Petitions signed by 300 residents of South AustraligHon. S.J. Baker)—
requesting that the House urge the Government to allow Architects Act—Fees
licensed clubs to sell liquor to a club member for consump- Development Act—Interim Operation of Shacks—(Land

: : Division and Upgrading) Plan Amendment Report
tion off the premises were presented by Messrs Leggett and Development Act—Regulations—Development

Rossi. ' Categories
Petitions received. By the Minister for Finance (Hon. S.J. Baker)—
Friendly Societies Act—Lifeplan Australia Friendly
AGE OF CONSENT Society—General Laws

By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon.
A petition signed by 73 residents of South AustraliaDean Brown)— _
requesting that the House urge the Governmentto amendthe  Regulations under the following Acts—

age of consent to be consistent with the Age of Majority gggjt_?gfzgd_lénrﬂ%y;?;\e/leart]iicélr;ss—unfair Dismissal

(Reduqlon) Actwas presented by Mrs Rosenberg. By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.H. Armitage)—
Petition received. South Australian Health Commission Act—Regulations—
Prescribed Hospitals
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Prescribed Services

By the Minister for Environment and Resources (Hon.
A petition by 72 residents of South Australia requestingD.C. Wotton)—

that the House urge the Government to consider the reintro- ~ Environment Protection Act—Environment Protection
duction of capital punishment was presented by Mrs (Milking Shed Effluent Management) Policy 1997
Survey Act—Institution of Surveyors—Report, 1996.
Rosenberg.
Petition received. CHILD ABUSE

SHOP TRADING HOURS The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | lay on the table
the ministerial statement relating to child sexual abuse made

A petition signed by 131 residents of South Australiatoday in another place by the Attorney-General.
requesting that the House urge the Government not to

implement extended shop trading hours was presented by PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
Mrs Rosenberg.
Petition received. Mr OSWALD (Morphett): | bring up the fifty-seventh
report of the committee on the Tanunda Primary School
MULTICULTURALISM relocation and move:

That the report be received.
A petition signed by 26 residents of South Australia Motion carried.
requesting that the House urge the Federal Government to The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:
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That the report be printed. indicated that they wanted maintenance of the tariff and
Motion carried. automotive industries in Australia because they saw it
important for the manufacturing industry and jobs in Aus-

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY tralia and, in particular, South Australia. Much has been said

) ) in recent days. A compromise scheme is now being worked
The SPEAKER: linform the House that | have received through. | shall take some time today to debate that compro-
the following letter from the Premier: mise scheme and to tackle two key areas. First, | refer to the

Dear Mr Gunn, ; . .
As Premier of South Australia, pursuant to section 52 of theApEC commitment and the Keating commitment to APEC

House Assembly Standing Orders | wish to raise as a matter (}hat has been endorsed by _the Howard Government.

urgency in the House of Assembly today a matter of concernto all An honourable member interjecting:

South Australians. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Don't roll your eyes; just get it
The matter which | wish the House to consider may best b‘?ight. Keating put down the APEC commitment, and the

summarised by the following proposition: . .
That the South Australian Parliament endorses the position of thgOWard Government supported it. The compromise can meet

State Government to reject the Productivity Commission’s ReportndUStr_)’_ requirements and Australia’s commitment_ to APEC.
on the Automotive Industry and calls on the Federal Government tén addition, we want certainty so that we get tooling up for
take into account in any decision on tariff settings past the year 200Qeinvestment in the next model of motor vehicles in Aus-

the significance of the automotive industry to Australia andyjia—and that objective can also be met. Over the past 10
the South Australian economies; )

the importance of the automotive industry in ensuring thed@yS We have constantly met with and engaged in dialogue
maintenance of a viable manufacturing industry in Australia;with industry people, not only as it relates to tariffs but to the
the impact on jobs in the automotive industry in Southexport facilitation scheme—a WTO acceptable scheme. A

ausltg’é:gf access to international markets for the Australia submission that went to the Commonwealth Government last
e SS | I | S ustrall H H H

car industry: and Prhursday has received industry supkport |rr]1 terms of a
the future of investment in the car industry in Australia. ~ fePlacement scheme for access to market—that is important.

Yours sincerely, The automotive industry and the automotive component
(Signed) John Olsen, Premier. supply industry out of South Australia and Australia now
| ask those members who support the proposed matter &xport $2 billion of product onto the overseas market. It has
please indicate. the capacity by the year 2005 to be worth $6 billion in exports
Members having risen: out of Australia. To ensure that we access that market
The SPEAKER: | call on the Premier. opportunity and potential together with job generation, job

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): This matter is about certainty and job security in Australia we need to ensure that
jobs, security and families in South Australia. It is aboutthere is a replacement scheme which gives our product access
confidence in South Australia’s future and about furtherto the international market place. We need to bear in mind
investmentin South Australia’s manufacturing industry, andhat the international market place, particularly in the APEC
that in itself brings job security and confidence for Southregion, is not open and free.

Australians. For five months we have championed South A commitment to investment and jobs in Australia should
Australia’s case here and interstate. South Australia’s cadge paramount, and it should come before APEC. But it does
coincides also with the national interest, and that is why ovenot have to be to the exclusion of the APEC principles. There
the past five months we have talked on numerous occasioisa model and a policy option which, at the end of the day,
to the Prime Minister, senior Ministers and key policy makerscan meet both objectives. There is no benefit in gaining
in Canberra about the effects of the proposed cuts. We haygeater export market access for some products if it is at the
led a delegation of national industry representatives to privatexpense of dismantling production and export capabilities in
meetings with the Prime Minister and have visited Victoriaother products. Therefore, the modelling of this policy option
and New South Wales to gather support and explain thaeeds to be kept in mind. | refer to the trade Ministers
potential impact on the State and the national economies. convention in Vancouver on 8 and 10 May this year at which

We met with senior executives from Toyota, Mitsubishi Australia specifically suggested that energy, processed foods,
and Bridgestone in Tokyo to gauge their commitment to thdish and fish product sectors are candidates for early
Australian car industry and the accelerated tariff regime; wéiberalisation. Interestingly, not one APEC country has yet
sponsored economic research that refuted the figures apdt on the table a trade liberalisation plan relating to its
assumptions underpinning the commission’s original drafautomotive industry.
report; we met with Ministers and senior Government Our point is that we should not precede a firm commit-
officials of four APEC countries to discuss trade liberalisa-ment by the other APEC countries to trade liberalisation.
tion issues; we detailed alternative policy changes to improv€onsultations with the Department of Foreign Affairs and
the performance of the car industry, including taxation and'rade have revealed that none of the APEC members has
microeconomic reform in Australia; and we explained to keyincluded automotive industry in their proposals, and it is also
national economic writers and commentators the effect ofery unlikely that Australia will add automotive industry to
radical tariff cuts on the lives of workers and families. its nomination list of priority sectors for trade liberalisation.
Thankfully, at least in respect of the national agenda, thosk also implies clearly that member countries such as
initiatives have brought about no talk of the original draftindonesia and Malaysia, which have high levels of protection
commission’s report being accepted. The 2.5 per cent is nowaf 200 per cent and 125 per cent respectively, are continuing
off the agenda; the first objective has been met. Otheto seek protection for their automotive industries.
objectives now need to be pursued to ensure that the outcome The argument about tariffs canvasses a number of key
is in South Australia’s best interest—and that coincides withssues. One issue is that this is supposed to be a populace
Australia’s interest. move not in the national interest. | will tackle that question.

| point out to the House that, in an AGB survey of 1 000 The economic modelling that South Australia has undertaken
people on the Eastern Seaboard, 82 per cent of those surveyadicates that a tariff cut from 15 per cent to 5 per cent will
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result in a national GDP and consumption of .02 per centHouse | have referred to taxation reform as being critical and
When we take into account the loss of jobs, the dislocatiowital to this whole policy question.

to economies such as South Australia, Victoria and New Inrelation to APEC, itis important for South Australians
South Wales there is no net national gain by tariff reductiorto well understand that, in the year 2003, APEC will embark
from 15 per centto 5 per cent. Against this must be set thesgoon trade liberalisation amongst the ASEAN countries. We
risks and costs; that is, adjustment costs, unemploymerghould wait and ensure that the ASEAN countries do move
relocation and retraining of workers, as | have mentionedto trade liberalisation in the year 2003: we should not move
Loss of tariff revenue is another of the negative impacts omhead of them. My point to those who want to keep their
the Federal budget deficit. The Federal Government receipSPEC commitment is that they can still maintain that
from tariffs this year amount to $887 million. At a time when commitment without jettisoning the industry on the way. We
South Australia—with its debt level—next financial year will can still attract major international investment into South
contribute $51 million to the Federal Government to help itAustralia and into Australia by giving certainty and predict-
out of its black hole, why on earth would we reduce tariffsability in policy settings through to the year 2005 and then
further to compound that problem? meeting the 2010 APEC commitment at the end of the day.

Itis illogical compared with other policy settings to which ~ The Industry Minister has proposed a compromise
this State and other States are complying. In addition, it wilscheme, which is currently being debated by various industry
worsen the deficit on the automotive balance of trade. Theectors. The South Australian Government has continued to
deficit on the automotive industry balance of trade in 1995-96egotiate with the major manufacturers and the automotive
was $6.7 billion. In addition, the other key national aspectomponents supply companies in South Australia and
are the sequence of microeconomic reforms and theinterstate, because interstate is important to us. For example,
importance. The economic modelling by both the Industrysome 26 per cent or 28 per cent of the build of a Toyota
Commission and Chris Murphy indicates that the nationatomes from automotive components firms in the State of
economic gain was far greater from taxation reform than fronSouth Australia. Therefore, it is important for us to negotiate
tariff reform. So, let us get the agenda right in Australia: letwith all companies here and interstate.
us tackle the taxation reform before we pursue the tariff We have worked through with them the compromise
reform. Promised microeconomic reforms to offset the impactcheme in relation to export facilitation and that is now on the
of further tariff reductions (promises by the former Keatingtable. | am sure that, at the end of the day, that will be
Government) have not been delivered. The investorsaccepted. Who in their right mind would reject assistance to
management and the work force have done their bit, bun industry that will grow from $2 billion to $6 billion in the
Governments have not done their bit to reduce the operatingburse of eight years? It would be illogical for anybody not
costs of these plants in Australia as was promised in th&é give that a tick at the end of the day. In relation to the
Button car plan. APEC commitment, | simply put the point that the industry

The sequence of microeconomic reforms is critical tois looking for surety as to the levels of tariffs through to the
industry competitiveness and Australia’s ability to attractyear 2005. That can be met by some adjustments in existing
investment. Reform of the taxation system, the labour marketariffs and by continuing a tariff momentum through to the
and transport should precede further tariff reforms. They argear 2005.
important national policy initiatives that should precede We have championed this cause consistently and relent-
further tariff reform. We are not opposed to tariff reform in lessly, and we will continue to do so. | spoke at length with
principle. The timing and the pace of the change is the criticathe Industry Minister this morning, | will speak with the
question, which is exactly what the industry is saying. WePrime Minister this afternoon and further meetings will take
want to ensure that we do not remove a competitive advarplace in Canberra this evening and possibly over the course
tage for Australian industry in economies of scale, productiomf next week. | assure the House of absolute commitment to
runs and maintenance of that industry sector in Australia. land, | take it, bipartisan support in championing the pause in
is not only the automotive industry, because the automotivSouth Australia’s interest, which is also the national interest
industry brings a quantity of work, economies of scale andf Australia. This is not just a Premier pleading for the State
quantum of work to the manufacturing industry. It underpinsand regional economy of South Australia, as | am and as |
the manufacturing industry in Australia, not to mention thefreely acknowledge | am: this policy is all about manufactur-
very substantial contribution to research and development arnidg industry in Australia and a national policy setting in the
manufacturing. interests of Australia.

Itis untenable to suggest or think that a developed country With the bipartisan support of this House, | will convey
such as Australia would not have a viable, aggressivep the Prime Minister that, as one, South Australia is speaking
internationally competitive manufacturing industry as weup and saying, ‘You can meet your APEC commitments, you
move into the next century. For us to have that viablecan give predictability and certainty, and you can protect
manufacturing industry into the next century it has to befurther investment in the industry in South Australia. The
underpinned through economies of scale by the automotivisottom line is jobs for South Australians, security for those
industry. In the past five years the automotive industry in thigobs and confidence in the future for South Australia.’
country has demonstrated that it is an internationally competi- The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier was heard in silence
tive industry. and | insist that the same courtesy be shown to the Leader of

I have put to this House on numerous occasions how ouhe Opposition.
automotive industry is accessing international markets for our
goods and services, creating jobs for South Australians. Why The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): We
on earth would you want to put at risk that direction, thatsupport this motion because we believe it is vitally important
thrust, and an export market increase from $2 billion tathat there be a bipartisan position on trying to save jobs in the
$6 billion in the course of the next eight years by wrongcar industry. However, we would like this motion to be
policy settings at this time? On a number of occasions in thistronger, and | hoped that there would be a vote on this
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motion so that we could have the opportunity to include inthe The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. Then there is
motion some specifics, because there are no specifi€hristopher Pyne doing one thing in Canberra and saying
contained in the motion before the House. The specifics thaomething else in South Australia. There was also Andrew
| would have liked to take to the Prime Minister tonight Southcott, who has a Mitsubishi plant in his electorate. He
include a motion calling for a freeze on tariffs on motor voted to gag the debate on the tariffs last night, to gag support
vehicles, original equipment and replacement components &ir a motion that would have saved thousands of jobs. Then
15 per cent at least until 2005 whilst maintaining ourthere was Barry Wakelin. Every single South Australian
commitment to APEC. Liberal member of the Federal Parliament voted down the
Secondly, | would call for the establishment of a transparehance for Simon Crean to argue to defend jobs in South
ent measure by which the progress of our trading partners, iustralia. That is a roll-call of hypocrisy in the Federal
reducing their tariff and non-tariff barriers, can be judged.Parliament.
Also, | would call for the continuation of export facilitation, But we will continue to be bipartisan in this Parliament.
which is so important to companies such as Mitsubishi, whiche are pleased that there is an urgency motion. | moved a
is currently exporting about $350 million worth of vehicles motion last week in this House. It was a motion that we could
with projected exports of $600 million by the year 2000.vote on, a motion with specifics, a motion calling on the
Unfortunately, under the procedures of the House, we do nqtederal Government to immediately release the final report
have the opportunity to include these specifics which wef the Productivity Commission. | stood up in this Chamber
could take to Canberra to put the hard word on those whgiith the support of my colleagues, and not one single Liberal
count, on those who will have to vote on this issue in themember of Parliament stood up to support me or to speak; the
Parliament. matter was simply adjourned. That is how urgent it was last
| talk about specifics, because last night a six point plaRveek.
on tariffs was put before the Federal Parliament, and it gyt we will put the hard word on those Federal Liberal
included a freeze on tariffs, transparency and monitoringnembers of Parliament in both the Senate and the House of
arrangements for our trading partners so that we do not digepresentatives, because the one thing that has been missing
in the ditch while they laugh at us. It also included anjn the reporting of this debate is the fact that there has to be
commitment to export facilitation. That motion passed in thqegjs|ation. It is not something that the Government can do
Senate last week with the support of every single Labopy 5 whim; it does not merely announce that tariffs will be
member, the Democrats, the Greens and Senator Harradingit: it has to put legislation before the Federal Parliament. |
only the Liberals in their entirety voted that down in the can guarantee you one thing: that every single Labor member
Federal Parliament. So last night, Simon Crean, our industrys the Federal House of Representatives and the Federal
spokesman, came into the House of Representatives arfbnate will vote to save jobs in South Australia, because that
moved the same motion that had passed in the Senate, callipdoyr historical responsibility.
for §peC|f|cs—|jot generalities b.UT specnjcs—m terms of I would like those members of the Federal Liberal Party
saving th_e car industry and car |ndustry_ jobs. He had USrom South Australia to support the Premier's current
started his speech after moving the motion when suddeni osition. They do not. They support the position that he held

Mr Bruce Scott stood up and put a motion that the membe; : :
for Hotham. that is, Simon Crean. be not further heard. Ther'lh 1991 in the Federal Senate, when he argued for zero tariffs

S X . &ind an end to assistance to the car industry. But | am pleased
was a.gag motion in t_h_e Federa_l Parliament last night to StOR\at the Premier has changed his mind. | am delighted that the
a debate about specifics on tariffs.

Premier i .
Do you know what happened? On the eve of the most IeT 1S nqw on' bo.ard.
Members interjecting:

important industry decision in this country’s history since the _
Second World War, the Liberals, one by one, voted to stop 1he SPEAKER: The member for Hart and the member

Simon Crean arguing to save jobs in South Australia. Whdor Custance will come to order.
supported that gag motion? Let me read the list: Neil TheHon.M.D. RANN: Iremember backin 1992, when
Andrews, Alexander Downer, Trish Draper and Chris Gallud Was the Chairman of the Automotive Task Force of this
voted against the car industry in South Australia. Also—waitState, which was a bipartisan body—tripartite, involving
for it—Susan Jeanes, the member for Mitsubishi, théndustry and unions, including people from Victoria—that we
honourable member who put up the signs against tariff cutaid tribute to Steele Hall's courageous and patriotic stand
and in support of Mitsubishi workers, voted against a motiorfgainst John Hewson on tariffs. | called on the then leader of
to try to save car workers in her own electorate. Then wéhe Liberal Party, Dean Brown, and on the then Senator, John
have lan McLachlan and Christopher Pyne. He was the on@lsen, to support Steele Hall in that matter, and | was
who, last night in Canberra, voted to gag Simon Crean irfondemned by the Liberals. Each of us has been consistent
arguing to defend the industry and jobs in South Australiafight the way through on car tariffs. We do not go off to
but last night in Canberra— Canberra and say one thing. We mean what we say, and we
An honourable member interjecting: say what we mean. So, my suggestion to the Premier, with
The Hon. M.D. RANN: That's right: it was quite My strongest support, is that tonight he lines up each of those
different from what he said in the Parliament of Southhypocrites from South Australia in the Federal Parliament and
Australia. tells them to defend their jobs and put their State before their
Mr ROSSI: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. The Party and before their Party leader.
House is debating a motion. The Leader of the Oppositionis Itis important that we continue to fight on this issue right
repeating himself, and his comments are irrelevant. down to the line, because a compromise, which could be a
Members interjecting: cop-out, must not be sold as a victory. We have to win this
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Lee is out of on the tariffs and on export facilitation, and we have to fight
order. We are dealing with a matter of public importance. Wet right down to the line, because thousands of workers’ jobs
do not have a motion before the Chair. are on the line. Quite frankly, those MPs who voted last night
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to gag Simon Crean’s attempt to save the industry deserve the Ms GREIG: You know very well we do not. We look at
condemnation of their electorate as well as of their Party. the industry policy that will be put before us, but in the

| was pleased to be involved in talks on the industry. | wagneantime we must make our position very clear to the
pleased, when the Premier stood up in March and appealdédgderal Government. This issue is important to everybody,
to me for bipartisanship, to offer to join him in Japan in talksparticularly in my electorate and our region. | admit that the
with car industry leaders. That offer was not taken up, andrederal member for Kingston has done her damnedest to get
that is fine. However, | went to Japan and met with the headgur messages across very clearly. My contribution to this
of Mitsubishi and Bridgestone. And what were we told? Indebate will be brief, because the messages have been put
my three-hour meeting with Mr Kuromizu there was plainacross and we continue to put them across. The facts speak
talk—and 1 will quote directly, because Senator Chrisclearly for themselves; they are very clear. The automotive
Schacht and | took notes of the meeting, and our notes afadustry accounts for one-sixth of South Australia’s manufac-
exact as to our recollections. He told us that there weréuring activity and one-tenth of this State’s total exports.
countries in APEC which would welcome Mitsubishi’'s Some 5 300 people are employed at Mitsubishi Motors
investment. He told us that, either at the end of next year ofustralia, and a further 4 221 at General Motors. Some
in early 1999, Mitsubishi executives in Tokyo would make17 000 South Australians owe their employment to the
a decision on whether or not to invest $443 million in the newautomotive industry, and 2 100 of these workers are from my
Mitsubishi range of models—the next Magna and theelectorate. Here we have 17 000 reasons why this issue is
Verada—for 2002. important to us all as a State.

He also reminded us of what happened with Nissan. A few Air International, A.E. Baker & Co., Alderson’s, Aus-
years ago, when Nissan felt it was not productive to productfalian Arrow, Arrowcrest/ROH, the Aunger Group, Bridge-
cars in Australia, it pulled up stumps and moved elsewherestone Automotive Components, Bridgestone Tyre and
Nissans are still being sold on the streets of Adelaide, buPevelopment Division, Britex, Bundy Tubing, Castalloy,
they are not produced in Australia. Here we have people d&xacto Plastics, GNB Battery Technology, Henderson’s
the highest level at Mitsubishi issuing a clear warning to us—Automotive, Lear Corporation, Johnson Controls, Lawrence
‘Tell them that we're not bluffing. Tell them that we'll have and Hanson, Munroe Australia, Numetric Manufacturing,
to review our investment or decide whether we move td°lastic Component Painting, Precise Plastic Tooling, Plastec,
another APEC nation in the region to set up shop.’ That waRodney Robertson, Tecalemit, TRW Carr, Tubalco Manufac-
a pretty clear message to us about what could happen if wigring and Walker Australia are 26 more reasons why this
betray this industry and show that we do not honour itdssue is important to us as a State.
investment. As | said earlier, 17 000 people are directly employed in

Then we went to Bridgestone, whose heads said much tfBe manufacture of car components, and the livelihoods of a
same thing. They said that if these decisions went ahead vigtal of 50 000 to 70 000 South Australians are dependent on
would see a fatal blow to the car components industry and € State’s automotive industry. The member for Kaurna and
serious impact on the tyre industry in Australia. So it goes onl have petitioned the southern electorates. We have had an
My plea today is that, in a bipartisan way, not with phoneyinformation table at various local shopping centres for the

games for the media we can— past month. We have really wanted to make clear the message
Members interjecting: on how important this issue is to all of us, not just the car
The SPEAKER: Order! industry workers: we are all affected by it. As | have said, we

have doorknocked, petitioned and even stood outside the
g’r{pductivity Commission hearings for three mornings in a
row while they were held here in Adelaide. We put on a
visual display to make sure the message got cross, not only
] to the people attending the hearings but to all those involved.
The SPEAKER: Order! . It is important to note that in Melbourne Ford and Toyota
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | would have liked to see support e4rly demonstrated to the Productivity Commission that a

for resolutions with detail so that, in a bipartisan way and oy her collapse in tariffs after the year 2000 without offset-
behalf of the entire population of South Australia, the South; P y

, , . . € ng microeconomic reforms and the cost of production would
Australian Parliament can go to the Prime Minister and hang) d P

hi ; i | iob he ind lace future investment in South Australia at risk.
Im a six-point plan to save jobs, support the industry and - o, c4r industry has not sat back for 10 years or so and let
ensure a future in South Australia for Mitsubishi, Holden’s

. change and global reform pass it by. The industry has
and the car components industry. upgraded its productivity and efficiency gains, and the work
. force is delivering a product that, in terms of price, qualit

Ms GREIG (Eeytne”)b'. If ﬂt‘.e Leader of tne r?pposnlglnnt and reliability of gupgly, is now accessing thepintern%tiongl
vvlerg Serious a O(ljj ? ipar '?ﬁ”hﬁppfo‘?‘c » ne wou Sor‘r.ﬁarketplace. Our manufacturing industry underpins this
playing games and p _ay|.r19 with this motion— country’s economy, and any policy decision that goes against

Mr Clarke interjecting: our motor vehicle industry will have a major impact on the

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader of the gqth Australian economy. My electorate is relying on a
Opposition. The member for Reynell. B commonsense decision and a fair and just response from our

Ms GREIG: What the Leader of the Opposition was Federal Government that will ensure an industry policy that
proposing to do was totally inappropriate, and he realises tha in the better interests of the industry but more importantly
He knows that that sort of motion is something we shouldp, the better interests of workers and jobs in South Australia.
consider once Government car tariff policy has been decided.

So, why do we not look at the industry— Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

Members interjecting: Unfortunately for South Australia, it is abundantly clear that

The SPEAKER: Order! the Liberal Party in South Australia has failed its task in

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Some of them seem to want to
support Christopher Pyne and Susan Jeanes, it seems, fr
their interjections.

Members interjecting:
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producing champions for this State amongst any of its Federal Mr WADE (Elder): Previously in this House | have
representatives. It would never have happened in the Labaalled for a commonsense approach to tariff reduction—
Party but, unfortunately, the Liberal Party cannot produce theommonsense from the point of view of South Australians

likes of Mick Young. who earn their living directly and indirectly from the
Members interjecting: automotive industry. | talked about firms in my area such as
The SPEAKER: Order! Mitsubishi, Hendersons, Bridgestones, Motor Traders and

numerous automotive and motor vehicle suppliers. | remind
the member for Ross Smith that it was the Federal Labor

champion for South Australia. Whether it be Downer overnment that promised microeconomic reform to offset
P S ‘the impact of tariff reductions, and we are still waiting for it.
McLachlan, Vanstone or Hill, not one of them can hold a

candle to the work that Mick Young used to do for this State  Industry believed the former Federal Labor Government;
in championing our interests in Canberra. It is a sad indictlt émbraced the reduction with courage and, as agreed, also
ment on the Liberal Party in South Australia that it is not abld20ked to our international neighbours, fellow members of the
to produce champions for this State. When the Premier talkdSia Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum, to reduce their
about supporting tariff reductions alongside microeconomid@riffs and protection mechanisms to zero by the year 2010.
reforms in areas such as labour markets and transport, let Y€ are still waiting for that tax reform. We are still waiting

be clear on what he means. By ‘labour market reforms’ hdOr our trading neighbours to honour the agreement to
means the Liberal code for slashing wages for workers in théPeralise their trade restrictions. Meanwhile, our tariff
automotive industry and the automotive supply industryProtection s being reduced according to that agreement and
When he talks about reform to the transport industry it is2S though the Federal Government had delivered on its
Liberal code for slashing the waterfront unions. Thatis whaPromised tax reforms.

the Liberals stand for—slashing the waterfront unions to When we in South Australia stand up and say, ‘Hold on
allow the ships of shame onto the coastlines of Australia and minute. Industry is doing the right thing but no-one else has
into this State. That is what the Liberal Party means byfulfilled their part of the bargain. Let us wait a minute. Let us
microeconomic reform. pause and wait for everyone else to catch up, or at least start

Let us also remember that yesterday the Prime Ministef0oving in the right direction,” we are indirectly accused of
insulted South Australian workers at Mitsubishi and Holden's?eing cheap populists. If a cheap populist is a person who
by saying that this was merely a populist reaction. These afdemands that an agreement be honoured by all parties, |
workers with families and they have their livelihoods on theddmit to being one. If a cheap populist puts South Australian
line. It is not populist to stand up and look after your family jobs before Federal Labor promises, | admit to being one.
and your job. Howard demeaned himself by those sorts of If a cheap populistis someone who wants a fair go for the
descriptions of Australian workers. It also clearly shows thapeople of this State, who are dependent on a viable, healthy
Federal Liberal Party policy on car manufacturing is not toand competitive local automotive industry, | am one, and | am
continue with it. Itis all right to have a used car industry, butproud to be one. Zero tariffs for Australia but not for our
not a vehicle manufacturing industry; sales people but narading partners is zero gain for South Australia. Zero tax
manufacturing workers in this State or in Victoria. It is aboutreform is zero gain for South Australia. We are facing a
time the Liberal Party here in South Australia got its actcatastrophe that is not of our making. We are the sacrificial
together. lamb to be slaughtered on the altar of unfulfiled Federal

It is all very well here in this House to stand as one inLabor Government promises and that most dismal of
support of the car industry in this State, but what about théloctrines the ‘global level playing field’. What a farce!

10 Liberal South Australians out of 12 Federal MPs? What Let us go no further than 15 per cent until the Federal
have members opposite done about them? What has ti@vernment fulfils its promises to the automotive industry
Premier done about lining up their preselections and sayin@gnd delivers the tax reforms for the people of South Australia.
‘“You support this State and the workers of South Australia_et us say to our trading partners, ‘We are prepared to impose
or you will have difficulty in keeping your job™? What are the on you the same restrictions that you impose on us. If you
members for Reynell and Kaurna doing about asking théave zero tariffs on our goods, we will place zero tariffs on
member for Kingston (Susan Jeanes), ‘What are you doingour goods. If you perform a tax audit on anyone who buys
about voting against a motion in the House of Representativesustralian-made cars, we will do the same to any Australian
which calls for the maintenance of tariff protection for thewho buys your cars.’ This is not it for tat: this is fair trading.
people you allegedly represent down in the south?’? This is the level playing field, and it is putting South

Itis all very well to perform stunts, but members oppositeAustralians first.
should put in the hard yards. What are members opposite
doing about Alexander Downer? Why not say to him, ‘Look, Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): General Motors-Holden’s has
stop being so busy putting on stockings and modelling for théeen and is an integral part of the northern suburbs. Itis the
cameras and do something for the workers of South Australirgest company in that area and the centrepiece of that
by ensuring that your voice is heard in the Cabinet to proteategion’s economy, with many other automotive component
South Australian jobs.’ That is what members opposite oughindustries spanning out from it. Over 4 000 workers are
to be doing. | cannot believe the lack of affect this Premiercurrently employed at General Motors, Elizabeth. Over 4 000
has on his Federal colleagues when every Liberal Senator families are directly dependent on the future of car production
this State and every Liberal MHR voted unanimously to an the Elizabeth plant. When one adds to that the workers
person against resolutions in the Senate and the House efmployed in related component industries, such as
Representatives calling for the retention of the car manufadBridgestones, Lear Seating and other industries mentioned by
turing industry and South Australian jobs. Shame on thenembers today, one can see that 17 000 jobs in our State
Liberal Party in South Australia for being so weak. depend on the automotive industry.

Mr CLARKE: South Australia has four Liberal Cabinet
Ministers out of 15 in Canberra, and not one of them is
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| believe we all agree that Australia needs an international- Efficiency gains by the vehicle industry already make it
ly competitive car industry and I, too, would argue that theone of the most cost competitive industries in South Aus-
automotive industry has played its part in recent years ttralia. This has been achieved while the Labor-Button plan
achieve that. | do not know a lot about Mitsubishi, but I has reduced tariffs and while imports have risen from 18 to
certainly know a lot about General Motors-Holden'’s. | have47 per cent of the new car market. Decreasing tariffs too
visited that plant many times and seen for myself its achieveguickly or too far will force our efficient manufacturers out
ments in relation to the production of internationally world- of the market place, because the level playing field simply
class motor vehicles. Twelve months ago | attended the plamtoes not exist. A complete overhaul of the tax system,
with others to see the one hundred thousandth Commodonecluding an examination of vehicle sales tax, must take place
move off the production line. | have seen the quality circlesside by side with the tariff debate.
and the work done between managers and workers to achieve Tpe quick and devastating effects of sales tax were clearly

a quality product, and | know of the plans for production of yemonstrated when new vehicle purchases were cancelled
the new model, the Vectra. after Keating’s announcement to raise vehicle sales tax.
This issue is paramount to the northern suburbs. Thgjitsubishi has shown that it can compete with the best in the
member for Reynell spoke about the concerns of ordinaryorid, but industries of this size make investment decisions
people inthe south. Let me say that, in the northern suburb§ears anead and require a sound, sustainable policy frame-
and certainly in my area, the concerns are just as gredjork. This is all they ask; this is all we ask. If a tariff
People know that, if Holden's collapses, Elizabeth s finishedreqyction is to occur, the industry asks for time to adjust to
That is what people know and that is what people are sayinghe changed market conditions. No-one in the industry objects
That is why they are signing the petitions, that is why theyg competition or to the level playing field. We argue only
come to me and ask what is happening, and that is why theyat domestic markets will be disadvantaged by the removal

speak on talk-back radio and write to the local paperof tariffs too quickly. | commend the Premier's remarks to the
Ordinary people know that this issue is important. House.

| too am disappointed that we were not more specific in
our remarks. | believe we should have stated that, as the Ms WHITE (Taylor):

Leader of the Opposition mentioned, we wanted a freeze o, | represent an electorate with a
: . e X rge number of car in ry workers who work at Holden’
tariffs at 15 per cent until 2005, while at the same time ge number of car industry workers who work at Holden's

X " ‘Elizabeth plant and at a number of other local car component
keeping our APEC commitments. We should also have sai ompanies. Their jobs depend on one thing and one thing

quite clearly that we need to monitor progress c.’f our OtheBnly: the effectiveness of State Liberals in overturning
trading partners to ensure that thgy hold up their end of the g jora) Liberals. Unlike the Liberal position, the Labor
bargain. | noted the Prime Minister's rep(_)rted_ comments th osition on tariffs is clear. We support a 15 per cent freeze
people who were against the reduction in tariffs wer agn tariffs until at least the year 2005, together with continu-

engag'“% Iln Ch?g?kpciﬁufm' I ;/?.O.V\t’astd's.ggtsé?d %t m tion of export facilitation. There is no equivocation on our
comment. Twould like the Frime MINISIerto ViSit EIZabetn o there js on the Liberal's part. Labor, both State and

and say that to the people. The Prime Minister needs t ederal, solidly supports saving car industry jobs, but the

urjderstanq that people want their jobs—it has nothing to OIEiberals are divided. The Liberals have caused this problem.
with po.pullsm. P.eople want tc’> work and_thgy want.a'futureLet them now get off their butts and sort this out with their
and it is the Prime Minister's responsibility, as it is the Federal colleagues. They must stop pretending that they are
responsibility of all of us, to ensure that this happens.  45in4 everything they should be doing in this debate, because

Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): | support the Premier’s the very thing that they should be doing is the thing that they

approach today and ask for six specific things, none of whic I[!,l nolt b'tlf the bu”?t on, th?:h's' sortlngtput their Federal
are populist: first, | ask for the support of a viable motor iberal cofleagues. 1 support the proposition.
industry; secondly, | ask for sustainability for associated ) )
manufacturing industries; thirdly, | ask for certainty in the Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): | thought that this debate was
market place on which business makes decisions arfjpout jobs and not about political stunts, because that is all
investments; fourthly, | ask for the tax system to be overWe got from the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader
hauled as a serious consideration alongside the tariff debaté the Opposition and the member for Taylor. This motion is
so that Government takes the responsibility it should; fifthly2oout the 17 000 people who are employed directly in this
| ask for a decision giving absolute priority to employmentState in the automotive mdustry.. Th|§ motion is a}bout the
within South Australia to put families and people beforemore thar’1 50 000 S_out_h Austrahan_s involved indirectly in
ideology; and, sixthly, | ask for the recognition by primethls_ State’s automotive mdustry_. This does not concern the
Minister Howard and the Federal Cabinet of the efficiencyP0litical grandstanding about which the Deputy Leader of the
gains already made by the South Australian vehicle industry?PPOsition went so red in the face. This is not about political
| emphasise that it is not populist to strive to protect jobsStUnts. This is about jobs.
and industry in South Australia. Twenty nine per centof my The Leader of the Opposition criticised the Liberal
electorate of Kaurna consists of 10 to 29 year-olds, and 3thembers of this Parliament in relation to his motion before
per cent of the work force in my electorate is represented bthe House. He said that the Liberal members of this Parlia-
tradespersons, labourers and factory workers. My electorateent did not support his motion in relation to tariffs. The
relies on the car industry and the related industries. Arieader of the Opposition’s motion had nothing to do with
estimated 14 000 to 17 000 South Australians depend on thiariffs. Instead, it referred to the Productivity Commission
industry. Recent investments by Mitsubishi have had majoReport and the release of that report. The Leader of the
positive effects in the south and have resulted in 700 nepposition stood up in this Parliament and asked for that
jobs, and investment growth is expected to reach $1.9 billioneport to be released. Under this Parliament’s Standing
during 1997. Orders relating to Private Members’ time, the Leader of the



1506 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 3 June 1997

Opposition is well aware of the process whereby he speaks The thinkers in Japan will believe that the far right of
to his motion and then it is adjourned. economic policy in Australia has driven this debate very hard.
The Leader of the Opposition is a hypocrite in this place,They may or may not win the day this time, but they will
and he is well aware of it. When we refer to hypocrisy let uswant to revisit the issue in 2000 or 2005. If you are an
not forget the situation in 1995 when on the one hand thénvestor from Japan, it means that you will think seriously
Keating Government reduced tariffs and on the other handbout whether or not Mitsubishi should put in place that next
jacked up sales tax on cars. It jacked up the average cost tshnche of investment. My only fear is that the Mitsubishi
a car by $1 000. Whilst it played around with those figurespolicy makers, despite whatever results from this debate and
and made sure that imports were all right, the average pridde final report, may have already made up their mind that the
of imported cars at the top end of the market went through theext time around it will be too difficult.
roof. People involved in the rural and mining industries, who  That s a tragedy for this nation’s debate. We should have
rely on four-wheel drive vehicles, ended up paying an extrdeen more decisive as a nation and we should have made a
$5 000 per vehicle. decision very firmly and very quickly to reject the draft report
With respect to sales tax we find that a cut from 22 peiof the Productivity Commission and not allowed this debate
cent to 5 per cent as recommended in the majority draft repoto extend for the past four or five months, and indeed drag on
would result in car prices falling by 14 per cent and a nationafor the next five to 10 years. The point has been made well
consumption gain of $53 million to $78 million greater thantoday that there are many members of this Chamber who
any gain from any tariff cuts. The tariff cuts would representwere euphoric when John Howard won the last election and
only a .02 per cent reduction in car prices against a sales taxho were euphoric that we had four Cabinet Ministers from
reduction of 14 per cent. The people of the electorate oBouth Australia and that that would mean good times for this
Mitchell, which abuts the Mitsubishi factory, are asking, State. Liberal members are now experiencing the real
‘Why are we going through all this pain for .02 per cent?’ It pressure of what Federal Government is all about, that is,
is time to pause, to reflect and to stand up for the jobs ofvhen your colleagues in Canberra will make a decision based
South Australians. It is time to end this trauma. It is time toon what they think is in the national interest and not in our
end the political grandstanding of the Labor Opposition andnterest. Welcome to the national policy debate.
to get on with what we are here for, that is, South Australians
and the jobs of South Australians. | support the Premiers Mr De LAINE (Price): |strongly support the Premier’s
proposition. proposition. Prior to coming into this place | spent 34 years
working in the motor vehicle industry and from that experi-
Mr FOLEY (Hart): |supportthe Premier’s proposition, ence | know only too well of the implications of a reduction
because it is important, and it is important that we all have thén tariffs on the motor vehicle industry. It would hijack
opportunity today to put our views forward. The tariff debateinvestment in this State and therefore would cost many
has been with us for some time. One of the most disturbinghousands of jobs, both directly and indirectly, throughout the
aspects of the debate in recent months was John Howardirts and support service industries. If the Federal Liberal
decision to extend the debate by releasing the Productivit¢government adopts the recommendations of the Productivity
Commission’s first report and then its final report, when itCommission’s report, it will be acting in an entirely irrespon-
was clear that the Productivity Commission would not greatlysible manner and will condemn tens of thousands of workers
change its first draft report. The message that has sent to theth in South Australia and Victoria to the dole queues.
major car makers in Japan (Mitsubishi and Toyota) and The SPEAKER: Order! The matter stands withdrawn.
America is that the tariff debate in this nation will continue
for a long time and that, despite whatever decision is made BOLIVAR SEWERAGE PLANT
today or during the course of this week in Canberra, the tariff
debate will be with us for many years, because there is alarge The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | seek
body of policy makers based in Canberra and the Easteldgave to make a ministerial statement.
Seaboard who will revisit the issue of tariff reduction at every  Leave granted.
opportunity they have between now and the year 2010. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As | advised last week, an
In Canberra we have a policy making body that is hellauditor, Mr Ken Hartley, an eminent person in the field of
bent on zero tariffs. If it does not get it this time, it will come sewage treatment, has been appointed to conduct an audit of
back to it in the years 2000, 2005 and 2010 or until itthe Bolivar water treatment works operations. The review
achieves its goal. My criticism is that the Federal Governmenwill cover operational performance of the effluent and sludge
did not need the past six months to make its decision. It coultteatment process in regard to odour generation. Sludge flows
have made a decision based on the very first draft report arftbm Port Adelaide and Glenelg waste water treatment plants
could have given a very clear message to investors in Japaio, the Bolivar plant will also be covered by the audit given
particularly the likes of Mitsubishi which, as we all know, they are disposed of at the Bolivar waste water treatment
thinks long and hard and takes many years to decide whethplant. The auditor will report through the EPA to United
or not to provide the next $.5 billion of investment in this Water and SA Water Corporation and any future options for
State. improving plant performance will be reviewed by
We all know that Mitsubishi's last commitment is now a Government.
couple of years old and that it will be considering right now  Mr Hartley, ex Gutteridge, Haskin and Davy and now with
whether or not it should invest another $.5 billion tothe University of Queensland, will arrive in Adelaide this
$1 billion in its next model. That decision is being thought Thursday. It is expected the audit will take some three weeks
through right now in the boardrooms of Tokyo. As a nation,to complete and will be commenced on Thursday. As we are
what have we been doing? We have been bleeding for simow all aware, organisms in the effluent lagoon have been
months as to whether or not we will reduce tariffs, freezeaffected by the introduction of primary treated effluent. This
them or adopt a compromise position. has led to an increase in organisms that produce odorous
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gases. The effluent lagoons use a biological process and itied been left by the former Labor Government to South
difficult to overcome this event quickly. Australia, in Victoria and Western Australia they created a
The effluent lagoons are being monitored by United Watetax related to the debt. Perhaps a tax called the ‘State Bank
to determine their health, through key parameters such dsabor Party tax’ in South Australia might have driven home
algae count, oxygen and sulphide levels. Operationab South Australians the level of debt with which we had to
procedures involving the mixing of algae rich water from thepersevere. It was not only the $3.5 billion State Bank debt but
unaffected parts of the effluent lagoons have been implemensome $4 billion of State superannuation unfunded liability.
ed to try to speed the regrowth of desirable organismsThe bank debt was about half the debt level we had to pick
Laboratory testing is being carried out to determine if thereup. It is to the credit of this Government, the former Premier
are any chemical approaches that can be adopted. Thesad the Cabinet over the past 3% years that, despite what we
however, are difficult to implement given the scale of theinherited, we have brought in a balanced budget as at 30 June
effluent lagoons. It is anticipated that it may take severall998.
weeks before the biological processes in the effluent lagoons That has not been achieved without some pain. We would
restore themselves; however, as | have earlier advised tlave preferred not to make some of the decisions made in the

House, the lagoons are being monitored daily. past 3'2 years, but it would have been totally irresponsible for
us not to pursue the course that we pursued. We have been
QUESTION TIME responsible in the way in which we have approached this. We

have put down a foundation that will stand this State in good
stead in future years. The Leader of the Opposition knows
STATE TAXATION full well—and he putit in his press release last week, which
makes an absolute nonsense of his question today—that |
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My  said, ‘The opportunity for that has now passed us by." That
guestion is directed to the Premier. Given the Premier'ss a historical perspective only, and the Leader of the Opposi-
strong criticism on Friday that the former Premier tied thetion knows full well that that is the case.
Government’s hands with his promise of no new taxes, will Members interjecting:
the Premier rule out any new State taxes or increases by more The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley has the
than the CPI if his Government is re-elected at the nextall.
election? The Premier—

The Hon. S.J. Baker:Is this hypothetical? ADELAIDE 21 REPORT
The Hon. M.D. RANN: You will have to ask your ) )

Premier whether his speech was hypothetical. Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier comment on
Members interjecting: what arrangements have been put in place to progress the

The SPEAKER: Order! | will withdraw leave. The Adelaide 21 report, which was released in July 19967
Leader of the Opposition will resume his seat. | warn the _The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased to indicate that,
Deputy Leader for the second time and | point out to thdollowing the recent council elections and discussions with
honourable member that he appears to have taken it updfie new Lord Mayor, Dr Jane Lomax-Smith, a good working
himself to give a running commentary whether or not the'¢lationship has been established between the Government
Speaker is on his feet. | tell the Deputy Leader that onénd the Adelaide City Council, and | certainly welcome her
transgression by him today and he will be named. I point ougl€ction as Lord Mayor of Adelaide. It is a new arrangement
to the Leader that he will comply with Standing Orders, too that will enable us to work together constructively and

| also advise the member for Mawson that he is very close tgositively for the future of the CBD, the Adelaide City
the wind as well. Council area and South Australia.

Members interjecting: After consultation, Cabinet has signed off, as has the

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for the Environ- Adelaide City Council, to appoint an Adelaide 21 coordinator
ment and Natural Resources is out of order. | call on thaVith the necessary knowledge, skills and personal standing
Leader. to progress the work of the Adelaide 21 exercise. The

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier was reported last coordinator will be supported by a small staff and will report
week as having in a speech on Friday accused the form&frectly to me and the Lord Mayor. We also propose estab-
Premier, the Hon. Dean Brown, of making tax promisedishing a City-State forum to act as a reference group of
which tied the Government's hands. The report said that thgfakeholders with an interest to develop and implement a

Premier told business leaders: strategy to revitalise the City of Adelaide. In the course of the
We went into government with our hands tied because wdext few weeks, announcements will be made which will
promised no new taxes. underpin the new working relationship between the Adelaide
What new taxes does the Premier have in mind? City Council and the South Australian Government.
The SPEAKER: The Leader is commenting. In addition, we propose to establish an Adelaide 21

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Once again, we have the Leader marketing authority as a distinct entity, collocated and
of the Opposition with his cheap throw away line at the endntegrated with the Adelaide 21 office. That will deliver a
of his question and explanation. What | was attempting t@oordinated and planned approach to marketing of the city

influence— centre. That marketing authority will be a private, non-profit
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: organisation. Funding details are being worked out between
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No, | was not. the South Australian Government and the Adelaide City
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition Council. The City-State forum has agreed to appoint a

will not interject. coordinator and has agreed to joint funding of just under

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The point | was making in my $400 000 from the State Government and the Adelaide City
speech was clearly as follows: regarding the level of debt thafouncil. This will move forward the plan and the strategy for
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the revitalisation of the CBD, something that we have notment on about Thursday next week. Three announcements
seen over a number of years because of difficulties related &bout expanding back office operations are coming up. | bet
the Adelaide City Council. We are past that, this is a newhat the Opposition will not like that, acknowledge it or
phase, a plan is in place, and this coordinated, cooperativepncede it when it occurs.

cohesive approach will see the revitalisation of the CBD. Members interjecting:
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am glad that you asked about
UNEMPLOYMENT Sizzler. The member for Hart is an absolute hypocrite. He

" stood up in this House not five minutes ago and talked about
_ MrCLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Why  the effect of national policies. Sizzler was related to a
did the Premier say that his Government’s aim was to havRational chain—Bells—which made a decision across
the State’s unemployment rate reach the national average bystralia. The decision was not particular to South Australia
1998-99 when his budget papers, released just two weelghq has been felt across Australia. The advice the Govern-
later, reveal that the policy settings under this year's budgghent has received from Bells is that it is negotiating currently
will keep employment growth at least 25 per cent lower thanyith an international operator from the United States to sell
the national employment growth rate for the foreseeablgyg chain to that company. Those people are confident that,
future? The 1%2 per cent employment growth forecast to thgerhaps within two months, those facilities will be open and
turn of the century is less than half that promised by theyperating again, and we will work with them to make sure
Liberals at the last election. _ they do. | hope that the loss of the Sizzler jobs is a short-term
_ The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is comment- aherration of a month or two until they reopen and people are
ing. | call the Premier. re-employed in those restaurants.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: When | was asked at a news | could go on in terms of the other capital works and
conference what the goal was in relation to unemploymentgnstruction programs, the $1.29 billion worth of capital
| indicated that, within 2 to 2% years, | expect it to reach theygrks and the Deposit 5000 scheme, which yesterday’s ABS
national average, and | stick with that. | also remind thesigyres showed has led to a 25.4 per centincrease in building
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, although they ignore angpprovals in South Australia, and that will translate into
do not like it, that every policy decision this Governmentonstruction jobs over the next three to six months. | make
takes will have one objective, that is, job creation and jolpe point to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that nobody
generation. One icon is required in South Australl_a, and thah this State wants high levels of unemployment, including
icon is a job for all South Australians, and we will pursueine Government and me. Every policy objective of this
relentlessly that opportunity. That is why, after 20 years, Wezapinet will have the clear objective of job generation and
have brokered the Glenelg project and it will go through tob creation, not short-term boom and bust jobs, but long-

fruition. o term sustainable jobs in industry sectors that bring about a
Mr Clarke interjecting: ) o sustained recovery for the economy of South Australia.

_ The SPEAKER: Order! There will be no further interjec- That means getting over the hurdle of the legacy of the

tions. debt as it relates to investments by boardrooms in the Eastern

~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: I know that the Deputy Leader states coming to South Australia. We have to get over that
is a slow reader, but the simple fact is that the budget papefgirdie. We have to re-market South Australia as an invest-
show an allocation for the infrastructure of the Glenelgment destination, and the fact that the State Bank building
project. Just look at the budget papers. The Glenelg projegias sold only last week to a Malaysian company indicates
is about construction jobs and tourism jobs, and is a stimulughat investment in major commerecial or industry properties
in the economic region of Glenelg. Since we announced thgy South Australia is starting to pick up. | concede that it has
project, some $20 million worth of sales have occurred offy jong way to go. | do not resile from the fact that we have a
the plan. There is a fair chance that all the stage 1 develofot to do, but some progress is being made and let us at least
ment will be sold before we sink the first post hole to dig outget acknowledgment of that.
the marina off the car park at the end of the Anzac Highway.
That being the case, we will be able to move to stage 2. That GAWLER POLICE STATION
is a better, positive sign for South Australia. | know that
Opposition members do not like it, but that is a positive sign. Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for Police
The Government has also made a $20 million commitmengxplain to this House the future of the Gawler Police Station
to the National Wine Centre. There will be construction jobsin light of the Focus 21 program instigated by the Police
at the National Wine Centre which will become a tourismCommissioner?
icon, bringing about an international tourism focus and The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: This is a very important
creating something for the State and the wine industry, whiclquestion, because it looks as though the Labor Party is
is a $900 billion industry in South Australia. It will position running out its rumours and spreading all sorts of stories in
us ahead of the other States. Jobs in construction and ail sorts of areas. Truth has nothing to do with anything that
tourism will flow on from the construction of that facility.  the Labor Party puts out. The Gawler Police Station is not
That is why we put in place the Torrens Domain, to looksubject to any closure. As a matter of fact, 15 new police
at the whole North Terrace-Torrens precinct and to create afficer positions will be located there and 15 positions will
coordinated plan for construction in the Torrens Domain. Itbe redeployed in the Gawler-Elizabeth area. That means that
is a tourist precinct that will bring about development in thatthere will be an additional 30 police officers in the Gawler-
area. An announcement will be made this Thursday aboutB&lizabeth area, so there will be 15 more patrols in that area.
further investment and several hundred jobs in Soutffhe Focus 21 program, which was put together by the
Australia. Next Monday or Tuesday there will be a furtherCommissioner, recognises that in the northern and southern
announcement about the consolidation of back officesuburbs of our city there needs to be an increased number of
operations in South Australia, followed by another announcepatrols and an increased number of police out in front.
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Extra funding amounting to $21 million has been put intobeen added into that capital works program. There is also the
the police budget, in the capital works and recurrent work&koyal Adelaide Hospital $121 million program, of which
programs. In real terms, that is a 7 per cent increase on t1#5.84 million is in the budget for next financial year, and an
position in 1993 when we took over. As members oppositallocation for the second stage in the second financial year is
are obviously startled by the figures, | will run through themincluded in the budget papers, despite what the Opposition
again for their benefit. | point out that 15 police will be tried to indicate last Friday. For the member for Elizabeth’s
deployed in the Elizabeth/Gawler area, and 15 new policbenefit, | ask her to visit the Royal Adelaide Hospital and see
positions will be created in the area. That will mean a totahow close some of the buildings are. If you want to construct
of 30 new police positions in the area of Gawler anda new facility, you have to clear the way, at the same time
Elizabeth. That ought to enable us to have 15 new policenaintaining your services and facilities as a health unit. You
patrols in the city north. We are about making sure that thgust cannot move in tomorrow, move something to one side
whole system is modernised; that we do not have policand build a new facility. That is why we have signed up for
officers sitting in the police stations; and that they are oufa seven-stage plan, which the Minister championed to the
there where everyone wants them to be, that is, workingabinet, to which we agreed, and for which there is an
directly and in direct contact with the community of Southallocation in the next financial year and for stage 2. That is
Australia. another example of the rebuilding.

Ms Stevens interjecting:
CAPITAL WORKS The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The member for Elizabeth talks
S about its being two years away. | remind her that, for

Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the 22 years, nothing was done at the Royal Adelaide Hospital.
Premier. How many jobs have been lost or not created by hig'the 11 years that the Party of members opposite was in
Government's underspending on capital works by almosggyemment, they did not have a plan. There was no plan and
$600 million during the term of this Government? On gyrategy for the provision of these health services. At least

28 May, the Premier told the House— we are tackling it in a coordinated, strategic way to rebuild
Members interjecting: _ the Royal Adelaide Hospital and undertake other capital
Mr FOLEY: That was the member for Mawson, Sir.  works programs. It will to the benefit of South Australians,
Members interjecting: and it will be a stimulus for job creation in this State.

Mr FOLEY: Absolutely!
Members interjecting: STATE BUDGET

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr FOLEY: | dob only on Liberals. On 28 May, the Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Will the Treasurer inform the

Premier told the House: House of the reaction to his fourth budget?
If one looks at the past three years of this Liberal Government, Members interjecting:
slippage has occurred of the order of $375 million. The SPEAKER: Order!

The budget brought down last Thursday shows a further Mr BRINDAL:
underspending this year of $200 million, making a total ;
underspending of $575 million for the four years of Liberal
Government. The claimed extra capital works spending in
next year's budget of $200 million is exactly the amount 1 ne SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the member for
underspent this year. Unley that he has explained his questlo.n fairly well. .

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: There he goes again! Giventhe _ Mr BRINDAL: —demonstrated a misunderstanding of
question that was asked last week and our reply, | would ha/&'® OI_se’n Government's objectives in restoring South
thought that the member for Hart would desist from asking ustralia’s finances following the State Bank and SGIC
this question today. | do not know whether the member foplisasters which were foisted on us by the Labor Government.
Hart has heard of work in progress or about balances brought The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | thank the member for Unley for
forward or carried forward from year to year, but in mosthis question. Itis obviously of great interest to the electorate.
balance sheets there is such a thing. If the honourabiEhe pamphlet explaining the budget outcome has been
member is comparing this Government with the formerexceptionally well received, because at least everybody
Government, | detailed to the House last week that the ladnowWs what is going on. The Government should feel pleased
three years of the Bannon/Arnold Government had a rolloveyith the response to the budget. Even those who would not
of $362 million; in the three years of this Liberal Govern- Necessarily be close to us have praised some segments of the
ment, it is $375 million. There is not much difference budget, and the Government should feel well pleased.
between its rollover and our rollover. What does thatHowever, | reflected upon the effort of the Leader of the
demonstrate? When you are spending about $1 billion a ye&tPposition.
on capital works projects, there is a rollover of those projects: In response to the 1995 budget, he said that it was a fraud,
it is called work in progress. If the member for Hart wishes,and there was a billion dollar hole. He never found it, but that
I can give him the telephone numbers of a few accountant&as the 1995 response. In 1996, he said that the budget was
around town who can tell him about the sort of principle that@ fraud and a farce. Members may well recall those com-
is included in the annual balance sheets of most private sectgtents. This year he says it is a fraud and a cruel hoax. |
companies. suggest to the House that, for a Leader who is making claims

This Administration is no different from the former aboutthe quality of the budget—and he is not even in here—
Administration in terms of rollover of capital works. How- it is amazing how few questions | have received on the
ever, the difference is the quantum that has been added tH¥sdget.
year—and why has it been increased? We have had the Members interjecting:

National Wine Centre, just to name but one project that has The SPEAKER: Order!

I have been approached by a number of
Unley electors who have—
Members interjecting:
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The Hon. S.J. BAKER: He has been provided with the RURAL BENEFITS
opportunity of Question Time and can ask me any question
he likes on the budget and its construction, although we Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister Assisting
would all recognise his vocabulary limitations. | ask him: isfor Small Business and Regional Development explain some
it a fraud to restore the finances of this State? Is it a fraud tof the major benefits for regional South Australia in the
reduce the debt of this State? Is it a fraud to balance the booksidget?
and pay our way? | will tell the Leader what a fraud is sothat The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | know that the member for

he gets it right. It is a fraud to attempt— Flinders shares my view that last week’s budget contains
Mr Quirke interjecting: many positives for rural and regional South Australia.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Playfordis out ~ An honourable member interjecting:

of order. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: You listen! Next time you go to

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It was a fraud on his part to Port Augusta you might be able to deliver some facts. A

support Marcus Clark and John Bannon in the destruction J@nde of initiatives in health, education, rural roads, tourism
this State through the State Bank. What he tried to do wit nd job development give encouragement to country people

Roxby Downs was a fraud. It was a fraud on his part tothat this Government is looking at and responding to their

; ; eds. Several people were quoted in the media late last week
ﬁﬂ?r?géﬁgend and spend when we were in the middle of tHvI\_;io, whilst identifying the above, felt that rural South

Members interjecting: Australia_ had not received its fair sh_are _of_ the budget’s
: substantial capital works program. | believe it is important to
The SPEAKER: Order! The members for Playford and , ¢ this matter in context, as | am convinced that this capital
Mawson are out of order. works program has delivered very well to regional South
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It was a fraud on the Leader's aystralia.
part to be personallly involved in the loss of the Granq Prix.  whilst considerable money is to be spent in the regions,
It was a fraud on his part to be one of those responsible for aso believe that a more lateral view needs to be taken
the highest unemployment seen in this State since the SecoBgncerning statements made about many of the big ticket
World War. The Leader is a fraud as an Opposition membeftems being either in Adelaide or near Adelaide. Let us look
If he wants to respond to the budget, let him do so in &t a few of these projects. The $48 million runway extension

constructive fashion. at Adelaide Airport delivers exactly what our regional fresh
food exporters have been after. | spoke in the House last week
MODBURY HOSPITAL of the importance of increasing food exports, and this runway

. o extension is absolutely pivotal to achieving that. Certainly,

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to it js being constructed at West Beach but the majority of the
the Minister for Health. Given the Minister’s announcementyenefits will occur in regional South Australia.
in February 1995 that Healthscope had contracted to build a Another major project in metropolitan Adelaide involves
new 65-bed private hospital at Modbury at a cost ofthe $20 million allocated to the National Wine Museum. This
$14.5 million which would be open by January 1997, whatyj| pe a very important boost for our wine industry, which
is the new completion date and cost? In February, the Chig§ 5 regional industry, creating many jobs in regional South
Executive Officer of the South Australian Health Commis-aystralia. The location of this facility in Adelaide is logical
sion t_old the select committee inquiring into the M(_)dburyand fully supported by the wine industry. To put it in any
Hospital contract that Healthscope had been given agpecific region would have disenfranchised the other wine
extension of time to build the new hospital. Page 47 Of.th|5regions. As my rural colleagues here would know, the
year's Budget Paper No.2 indicates that the new privatgpgrade of the Royal Adelaide Hospital will also be wel-
_hos_pltal is funded at only $5 million, and no completion date;gmed by many country people and reflects upgrades that
IS given. have occurred in many of our regional hospitals in recent

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The way in which the times. As the local member in a rural electorate, | have
Opposition spokesperson seems to vacillate is fascinating. Gaceived more complaints about the Royal Adelaide Hospital
the one hand, the Labor Government is totally against thenhan about any of our local facilities. This upgrade will
private sector, and yet the thesis of this question is that shgenefit all South Australians, after many years of Labor
is very keen to see the private sector building this hospitaheglect of that facility.
I assure her that in that respect the member for Elizabeth is Likewise, the South-Eastern Freeway project will be an
correct. What we have done at Flinders Medical Centre—oenormous bonus for many country people in the Murray
which the previous Labor Government failed to deliver timeBridge area, the Mallee and the South-East, and | know how
and again—is provide the opportunities for better care fobeneficial the divided road to Port Wakefield and the passing
public patients by using the private sector money to provid¢anes have been to people in the north and on the Eyre
infrastructure costs. Indeed, at the Flinders Medical Centreninsula. So, it is important to stress that this is not just a
the taxpayer of South Australia is saving $12.5 million incity project. This budget provides more than $38 million
infrastructure costs which they do not have to provide.  funding for road upgrades in regional areas of South Australia

When you are losing $3.15 billion and watching it go and continues the commitment of this Government to upgrade
willy-nilly down the drain, | know that $12.5 million is a far more regional roads than previous Governments have
mere bagatelle to the ALP, but let me assure membermone. The Berri Bridge funding is also included in the budget,
opposite that the taxpayer of South Australia is very keen tand | am sure that the member for Chaffey is getting quite
see us providing those sorts of infrastructure costs. Aéxcited about the opening of that long-awaited facility—and
Modbury Hospital the same opportunities will be providedso he should be.
and, as the member for Elizabeth knows only too well, itis In education, we see country schools participating in the
a matter of ‘Watch this space’. capital works program. This is welcomed and, along with the
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last two budgets, we now see a resulting improvement imight be doing some work during the campaign, he went
what was a disgraceful rundown in the condition of ourwhite—and well might he do so, Sir.
school buildings across the State. Mr Speaker, you will agree
that the extra $2 million for incentives to attract experienced APPRENTICES
teachers to country areas is much needed and welcome. As
this House well knows, one of the biggest worries for many  The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): And he also ran. Will
rural communities has been the ability to both attract andhe Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education
retain doctors. The $6 million package in the budget tcdvise the House what steps the Government has taken to
provide incentive to doctors to practise in rural Southincrease the number of apprentices and trainees in South
Australia is a very important step in solving what has beerfiustralia?
a very complex problem, and | congratulate and thank the The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | certainly thank the member for
Minister for Health for what is a wonderful initiative. The Gordon for his question and for his great support and
$10 million increase in health funding for country areas isinvolvement in the area of apprenticeships. Itis important to
also a massive boost for our regional hospitals. understand that in its time in office the Labor Party presided
Major capital works at Mount Gambier, Port Augusta andoVer & decline in apprenticeships which has cost this State
Port Lincoln and the expansion of health services at Roxb§/€arly in terms of the skills base of the work force and in the
Downs will provide excellent regional facilities. We again seearea of youth unemployment. The Liberal State Government
a major commitment to provide clean filtered water, withhas been determined to arrest that decline and turn it around,
more than 90 country towns benefiting from a $110 millionSO | am pleased to say that we are indeed succeeding. Figures
program. In addition, this budget provides the regions witHOr the first quarter of the year show that 1 683 young people
significant tourism development—notably, at Wilpena,P€gan apprenticeships, and this is an increase of 100 new
Hawker, Wirrina and the Barossa. Tourism equals jobs and0Sitions compared with the same period last year—and this
in this case, it is jobs in regional South Australia. In theiS just the start. In partnership with the Federal Government,
budget, Port Lincoln and Port Pirie benefit from Housingthe Government has introduced the State’s first one-stop
Trust redevelopments, and there is increased money f&nOps for apprenticeships and traineeships.
regional development boards. The Minnipa Research Centre | had the pleasure to launch the South Australian Food and
is to be upgraded, and there is much more. Beverage Industry Apprenticeship and Traineeship Centre at
This budget is a good one for regional and rural SoutH<€nt Town last week, while my parliamentary colleague the
Australia. A close analysis of the capital works budgetMember for Gordon launched the South-East Apprenticeship
highlights projects which are fundamental to the prosperiynd Traineeship Centre at Mount Gambier. These centres
of our regional industries and economies. This budget mark&ng all Government apprenticeship a_nd traineeship services
an important milestone in the task of getting South AusUnder one roof and thereby make it extremely easy for
tralia’s finances back in order, and regional areas will b&MPIoyers to recruit young workers and access the very

major beneficiaries of the Government's sound financia€N€rous wage subsidies that are available. In most cases a
management. single phone call followed up by a single visit from one of the

centre’s staff is all that is needed to identify suitable new
KENNEDY, Ms A. employees, sign gll'the paperwork and put in place the wage
and training subsidies. For employers this represents a truly
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): one-stop shop in taking on new apprentices in the workplace.
What discussions has the Premier had with the Deputy The Adelaide based centre is expected to double the
Premier regarding the views of his new senior adviser, M&umber of apprentices and trainees in South Australia’s
Alex Kennedy, that—and | quote directly from ti@ity ~ largest manufacturing and training sector—the food and
Messengeof 4 December 1996 and 21 January 1997: ~ beverage processing industry. This industry currently
Ingo, the bumbling darling of the wets, has been installed a§MPIOys 16 000 people in this State and has a dynamic
Deputy and, frankly, he hasn't the toughness of personality nor thgrowth rate which projects to an additional 25 000 jobs being
dexterity of thought to be the headkicker and manipulator thecreated in the industry in the coming years. These new one-
Deputy’s role demands. Ingo hasn’t changed and, as a Deputy, Bakgfopy shop apprenticeships will make sure that this growth
would leave him for dead. - .
The guote continues: trqnslateg to jobs for young South Australians. By Decem_ber
Graham | bumbli entity in shadow Cabi this yearitis e%(pectgd tha't more tha}n 760 new apprentices
raham Ingerson was a bumbling non-entity in shadow Cabinet, , 4 i 5inees will begin their training in this sector alone. In
And further: o addition to the $200 000 that this Government has contributed
'Ingerson is now a massive liability to the Governmelnt. . to the one-stop shop for apprentices, we are providing more
With your leave, Sir, and that of the House, I will briefly {han $1.4 million towards the delivery of apprenticeship
explain. training. These funds will largely offset the training costs
The SPEAKER: Order! | believe that the honourable which would otherwise be borne by employers.
member has given a considerable explanation. It needs to be The efforts of both the State and Federal Governments to
brief or the Chair will have difficulty understanding to whom assist industry in providing employment opportunities for
the member is referring. youth do not end there. South Australia expects to get
Mr CLARKE: My explanation is brief, Sir. The Opposi- $20 million of the $265 million apprenticeship wage subsidy
tion has been informed that Ms Kennedy has been workingackage announced in the Federal budget. This will provide
as a speech writer for the Premier since before those viewgage subsidies for about 8 000 new apprenticeship positions,
were expressed. and it certainly complements the programs already in place,
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Clearly, on performance she is such as the very successful group training program. Group
wrong. | am heartened by some advice that | heard late lastaining has successfully continued to show extreme results,
week that, when the Leader of the Opposition heard that sheith almost 1 800 apprentices signed up, and this figure is
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growing daily. | remind the House that the figures | mentionHouse the fact that the Leader of the Opposition has been
are in addition to the 3 500 apprenticeships that the Goverrabsent from Question Time for all but one question.

ment has already put in place since the beginning of our term How often do we see the Leader of the Opposition absent
in Government. By reducing the red tape, removing the papéfom the Parliament during one of the most important periods
trail and providing substantial wage subsidies, the Governef parliamentary proceedings—Question Time? Where is he
ment is making a solid commitment to apprenticeships angbday? Is he out there trumping up another press release or
providing real skills and real job opportunities for young is he doing something constructive for South Australia, for
people. Again | say that this is a matter of this Governmena change? All | would say to the Opposition is to look in the

doing it and not just talking about it. mirror at its own performance and the fact that it has not put
any policies or ideas on the agenda for South Australia. If it
KENNEDY, Ms A. wants to be judged as a credible alternative Government, it

) has a basic and fundamental responsibility: put up some
Mr FOLEY (Hart): Has the Premier's soon to be gjternatives rather than stunts.

appointed senior political adviser, Ms Alex Kennedy,

informed him of her long held concerns and criticisms PARENTING SA

regarding the water outsourcing contract and, if so, what

action will the Premier take in terms of strict adherence by  Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Minister for Family and
United Water to the terms and conditions of the contract? ME&ommunity Services explain how the effectiveness of the

Alex Kennedy has written at least five articles in Bsiness  parenting SA program will be enhanced by the Common-
Review Weeklgnd theCity Messengestrongly criticising  wealth’s decision today to commit $240 000 to support the
the bid process for the water contract and the lack of adheprogram? Last month an independent evaluation carried out
ence to provisions for local equity and economic benefits. Iihy the University of South Australia praised the effectiveness

one article she stated: of Parenting SA in providing parents with practical advice
The furore over the Adelaide contract does suggest problems, anthd support.

brings into question the competence of bureaucrats to handle .

negotiations of such magnitude and complexity with some of the  1he Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for

world’s biggest companies. Phrases such as ‘lambs to the slaughtéteynell for the support she continues to provide to programs

and ‘babes in the woods’ are being used to explain the Adelaid¢hat give assistance to families in South Australia. We all

situation. _ recognise that, under the previous Labor Government, State
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is gept and job losses almost destroyed families in this State,
commenting. and there is plenty of evidence to support that statement. |
Mr FOLEY: Ms Kennedy further states: make the point that, in what has been a very successful

So far, it [the Government] is fudging its economic developmentyrogram, the Labor reaction to Parenting SA came from the

figures. .
) . member for Elizabeth who referred to the new program as
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is out ‘absolutely offensive’.

of order; leave is withdrawn. Does the Premier want to h L L
Mr Atkinson interjecting:

respond?
P The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The honourable member who

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, Mr Speaker, | certainly do . teriects. th ber for S : itic of teli i
want to respond to the member for Hart. Through the membéf' cHECLS, the memberior Spence, IS a critic of telling parents
ow to discipline their children, and that is all he has been

for Hart's trumped-up committee, on which he has Labo . . .
Party operatives and the Democrats in the Upper House, r?é"e to say in what IS how recognised—
has tried to lay a glove on the contract. However, to date he M Atkinson interjecting:
has not laid a blow on the contract itself. Members have The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence will
talked about the process and when an envelope was receivé@me to order.
and opened, but not a glove has been laid on the substance of The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: —both in this country and
the contract or its outcome. overseas as an excellent program to provide support for
Only the other day the Deputy Premier clearly enunciated@milies in South Australia. We are very much aware of how
to the House that in the first year there was a requirement da@milies suffered under the previous Labor Government; in
$9 million worth of exports, and what do we have? In yearcontrast, this Government determined that families would
1, we have $24 million worth. That certainly puts the lie tohave a very high priority, and that is exactly what has
what the member for Hart might say. Instead of standindyappened. First, we established the Office for Families and
under signposts pointing to Melbourne encouraging peop|§hi|dl’en, and one initiative of that office has been the
to leave South Australia, why does he not get off his Mrestablishment of Parenting SA, which helps parents with their
Miserable, negative, carping, criticising tack and start to talklemanding and important role as parents. Practical and
about the good things in South Australia, about some of théOmmonsense parenting tips are available to parents in three
positive decisions that have been made in this State, antdays—
about how some individuals and companies are international- Members interjecting:
ly focused, export orientated and creating jobs in this State? The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: It is great to hear the
I would have thought that Question Time was an opporOpposition objecting in this way, because | would suggest
tunity for the Opposition to look at major policy initiatives that the vast majority of people in this State strongly support
required for South Australia for the one fundamentallywhat Parenting SA is about. The Opposition’s knocking will
important policy area in this State—jobs for South Aus-do it no good whatsoever. That support has been spelt out
tralians in the future. But, what do we see, Question Timevery clearly because over one million Parent Easy Guides,
after Question Time? Nothing to do with the major policy emanating from 100 locations throughout South Australia, are
directions of the Government or South Australia: we seaow in circulation. We have a free telephone system, and
cheap political one-upmanship. | draw to the attention of thever 2 000 people per week are calling the 24-hour parent
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help line, and by Internet some 2 000 users per month argtates other than New South Wales. Austrade and the
visiting the parenting web site. Australian Sports Commission have also estimated that the
In addition, Parenting SA has provided $90 000 to 154economic impact of pre-games training and acclimatisation
community groups to offer creative and innovative programgo Australia is worth about $200 million. South Australia
to support parents and families. As the member for Reynekxpects to receive about $20 million of that amount. To
said earlier, | was delighted with the independent evaluatioachieve this, we have set up a strategy called Prepared to
we received through the University of South Australia, whichWin, which is designed to attract Olympic and Paralympic
praised Parenting SA and which indicated that 88 per cent deams and athletes to South Australia, both now and in the
parents who had seen the information sheets thought that tlead-up to the games. This strategy is something which—
content was excellent, which is in stark contrast to that which  An honourable member interjecting:
the member for Spence is trying say. | am delighted that the The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:I know from their interjec-
Federal Government has found fit to allocate an extraions that Opposition members do not like to hear this. Once
$240 000 funding for this excellent program to provideagain it is a good news story for South Australia, and one
support and appreciation to families in this State. would think that the Opposition would be pleased that the
This Government has provided an extra $500 000 in th&overnment is taking steps to attract international athletes to
1997-98 State budget, and the extra $240 000 from th8outh Australia not only, as | said, in this period now but in
Commonwealth will assist that program. | am delighted thathe important lead-up period to the Olympic Games. We have
part of that $240 000 will provide a service to enable peoplealso put the Prepared to Win program on the Internet to
when requested, to visit homes to assist parents. We will bensure that we provide the maximum advice to all teams and
trialing such a service in the southern areas of the metropolindividuals who could be encouraged to come to South
tan area. | am delighted that that is happening and, after 12ustralia.
months, we will look C|OS€|y at the effectiveness of that We have also set up another key strategy in promoting
program. This Government is giving strong support to all ofsouth Australia which involves the use of personal contacts
South Australia’s 404 000 families, in contrast to LabOI”Sor ambassadors. We have engaged some of South Australia’s

demoralising anti-family and anti-jobs record. leading athletes to sell the benefits of training in South
Australia. | know the Opposition does not like this one bit,
CHILD CARE but if | talk about some of the training programs we have

. ) L already been able to attract to South Australia it might then

Mr De ITAINE (Price): Will the Mlnlster for Emplpy- realise just how successful the Government has been. With
ment, Training and Further Education, representing th@espect to basketball, we have attracted the Latvian, Croatian,
Minister for Education and Children’s Services in anotherg, ssjan and Brazilian teams; in cycling, we have attracted the
place, intervene to prevent the closure of the child care centigatyian, New Zealand, Italian, American, German and
called the Children’s House at The Parks Community Centr§,qonesian teams; in hockey, we have attracted the Pakistani
and will the Minister investigate ways to ensure that th&eam: in volleyball, we have attracted the Indonesian team;
facility remains open for The Parks community? This centreyng. in swimming, we have attracted the Swedish and
provides child care facilities for up to 64 children each WeekJapanese teams.
and has been operating since 1979 when it was funded by the Those athletes will be using the facilities this Government
State Government. In 1990, the facility was classified as Aas provided. | also point out that a very high profile group

community-based centre and, since that time, has been f”ndﬁ m the United States has visited South Australia to analyse
by the Federal Government. It has been announced that tz‘@,‘at we have to offer. They have indicated that, when the
fChl(deren S tH%USS]W'll_: clos% cl)_anr|(j|zac3;/ 6 June ast aresulto thletics stadium is up and functioning, we will have a facility

unding cuts by the roward Liberal &overnment. not only second to none in Australia but probably not second

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | certainly agree that from time y, gy gther facility in the world. They have already indicated
to time circumstances arise that need to be looked |nto.t

. hat they will utilise that facility. | can assure members that
!(now that, over the years, The Parks has provided extremey,q program that this Government has undertaken will bring
important services to that area. The honourable member IS |+ of teams to South Australia and. of course. a lot of
aware that this is not an area of my responsibility, but | am,.onomic benefit to this State. ' '
quite happy to take the question on notice and bring back a

reply from the appropriate Minister. KENNEDY. Ms A

PREPARED TO WIN PROGRAM Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Is

. . - the Premier allowing his new senior adviser, Ms Alex
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell):  Will the Minister for : . : ' ,
Recreation and Sport inform the House of expected economKennedy’ {0 continue o fight against the member for Unley's

i i ?
benefits arising from international teams visiting Adelaide a@ectloneenng methods? Last year Ms Alex Kennedy was

- L ) %uoted in theCity Messengeas saying:
a training and acclimatisation venue in the lead-up to the and | don't hide that as the then Liberal Leader's media

Sydney 2000 Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games @gjyiser | fought hard against Brindal’s methods, which included
part of the Prepared to Win program? letters to constituents, which | found abhorrent.

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | thank the member for Further, she said:
Mitchell for the question, as the honourable member has There is also an argument that, as the Unley MP, Brindal was less
shown a considerable interest in this area since his electighan proficient.
to this Parliament. | need to provide members with a little  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Let me correct some things in
background: it is estimated that the total value to Australiderms of the title that you're giving. Let me also go on to
from the Olympic Games will be in excess of $7 000 million, say—
of which one-third ($2.8 million) is expected to flow onto  An honourable member interjecting:
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The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | can say plenty. The fact that number of people waiting 12 months or more for elective
this matter has today brought about three questions from theurgery. | would have thought that that was pretty positive.
Opposition must mean that there is some concern about the Recently, | was fascinated at a forum | attended which was
involvement in this campaign. Why would you take such aorganised by the Public Service Association and at which the
close interest? Ordinarily, there is an unwritten rule in themember for Elizabeth spoke in relation to the increased
Parliament that staff who cannot defend themselves in theumber of services. Once | had quoted the fact that there were

Parliament— 31 000 extra admissions every year and 150 000 increased
Mr Clarke interjecting: attendances as an outpatient or accident emergency, the
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, you know there is. member for Elizabeth said:

An honourable member interjecting: I would argue that simply the delivery of more services was not
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: You know that that is the & Positive outcome as such. ,
unwritten rule. Staff— When referring to the Labor Party in government, the

An honourable member interjecting: member for Elizabeth said: .
We are not interested in doing more things. . .

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: By the way, she is not on staff. | honestly ask whether it is any wonder that, under the

Ig\tlj ekph()ewcra;,cﬁe(;iuvig Satgftfoot;m'?ristthispog r?amk;]etr?hdeo r;o revious Labor Government, which operated for 11 years in
pacity : (Ney policy vacuum with absolutely no plan for the future of

generally not referred to in parliamentary proceedings. Bu outh Australian health care, waiting lists, costs and the drain

she s big enough and, certainly, | am, for you to ask thesgn the taxpayer went up. One could almost say that it is an

';ET:% ﬂg?ﬁg?;g Joﬁ% I?Ou(;[ utgg Jz;(\)cr: t#:rtggss?g‘éﬁr?\:&'\‘/i’:}:g%brogatmn of the duty of a shadow Minister for Health, but

while she takes some leave froBRWto help with the it is extraordinary that someone with a potential position of
. ; responsibility would say, and | requote:

construction of the campaign must mean that you are I would argue that simply the delivery of more services was not

concerned. My advice—and the Leader of the Opposition, positive outcome as such. We are not interested in doing more
turned white when he heard the news—must be accurate; things. . .

fact, it came from a very senior member of the Labor Partyl look forward to that forming part of the Labor Party’s plank
Members interjecting: for the next election, because every single South Australian
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It was sort of a leak; it came will reject that out of hand.

around a circuit. So, full circle on the leaks, so-called. But the

Leader of the Opposition turned the Royal Adelaide Hospital

press conference into a full scale assault last Friday. Some

sections of the media were somewhat amused at the Leader

of the Opposition’s having climbed out of his tree and

reacting in such a way that someone would be assisting in the SPEAKER, PRIVILEGE

construction of our campaign. Mind you, the fact that Randall

Ashbourne is doing the Leader of the Opposition’s 28 day Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Mr Speaker, | draw your

campaign period is not something to which | have referred irgttention and that of the House to an article on page 4 of

the Chamber before, but you are entitled to have whomevdpday’s Adelaide Reviewvhich | believe is potentially a

you want to draw together the thrust of your campaign. H&reach of privilege. The article is written by Mr Chris Kenny,

did a good job for Henry, so | wish you all the best in termsand the relevant three paragraphs are as follows:

of the construction of the campaign. We will ook at all this _For more than three years now the House has been chaired by

. raham Gunn. Badly. He dresses for the part in funeral-director
the day after the election. It does not matter how man rey, braces and the ceremonial gown. He’s even brought back the

questions you ask; | know who will be smiling most after thewig. God knows why. But the standard of debate has slipped.
election. Rulings are hard to follow, interjections often run out of control and
Labor is completely justified when complaining about its treatment.
Good Speakers can set the tone for all the debate that happens
HOSPITAL SERVICES around them. Harold Allison has shown that when he’s stepped in

A . . as Acting Speaker. The right touch of humour and firmness can
Mr ROSSI (Lee): Will the Minister for Health inform the - aintain the dignity while allowing for lively debate. Gunn hasn't

House of the expected impact of the 1997-98 budget 0Been able to do it. He suspended Deputy Opposition Leader Ralph
hospital services? Clarke for comments made outside the House. Then he was forced

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for to suspend Liberal MP Peter Lewis for a similar transgression in a

. . . . ideshow that again highlighted Liberal disunity. He has seemingly
Lee for his very important question, because this healtl st his temper when naming and suspending Clarke and Kevin Foley

budget provides for an increase of $45.5 million and reprefor minor indiscretions. But he has allowed Government MPs great
sents a real increase of 6 per cent over the last Labor budgetitude.

before the Labor Government was so unceremonioushjccording to Erskine May, reflections upon the character or
dumped by South Australia’s taxpayers. The State’s publiactions of the Speaker may be punishable as a breach of
hospitals have performed particularly well over the last fewprivilege. Mr Speaker, you have quoted that passage, as you
years in that they have reduced costs, they are now recobave also quoted House of Representatives practice when it
nised as the nation’s most efficient and they have deliveredays that traditionally a reflection on the character or action
more services. It is very important that we all acknowledgeof the Speaker inside or outside has been punishable as a
that hospitals are now providing, in relation to the most recenlbreach of privilege. Sir, you suspended the member for Ross
year, 306 732 admissions compared with 275 000 whe®mith for statements attacking you as Speaker outside the
Labor was last in power. That is an increase of 31 000House on 16 November 1995 and you suspended the member
admissions every year. Attendances at accident and emergdar Ridley on 27 May 1997.

cy and outpatients have increased by 149 000. At the same The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now
time, there has been nearly a 45 per cent decrease in tigeing far beyond a matter of privilege: he is debating the
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issue. Does the honourable member have a matter of privilegmnservative of estimates will cost the taxpayer upwards of

to raise and, if he does, will he come to it immediately?  $40 million over the course and the life of this lease’ and, for
Mr ATKINSON: Yes. Sir, | regard the Kenny article as good measure, the Adelaide City Council has chucked in

a breach of privilege in line with your previous rulings and $1.2 million as if we had not blown enough taxpayer money.

| ask you to consider the matter. I look forward to the Deputy Premier’s explaining how in one
The SPEAKER: The Chair will give the matter consider- month in this House he has the audacity to say that the
ation and report to the House at a later stage. $750 000 provided in infrastructure money to the Playford
Hotel had nothing to do with the EDS building because they
GRIEVANCE DEBATE were two separate buildings when, some months later, the

now Premier has to admit that one goes hand in hand with the
The SPEAKER: The guestion before the Chair is that the other, that we will not have a building without the hotel and

House note grievances. that we will not have the hotel without the building.

. . They are both being developed by Hansen Yuncken under
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | wish to briefly put a couple of , deal,ywhich, as | hag\;/e said Il[:))eforz:‘/, raises many questions
matters on the record today..One involves a de.c's'on.b)ébout due process, a deal which | believe Hansen Yuncken
which | was stunned regarding the new Adelaide Citysho g not have received in a situation that involved no
Council providing & $1.2 million rate exemption for the EDS ¢, hetitive tendering and where expressions of interest were
office on North Terrace. | am glad that the Minister for ot 5, ght from other developers. Hansen Yuncken has held
Information and Contract Services is present. How mucrfhis Government to ransom because it knew that the Govern-

money, rent relief and subsidy do we have to give to EDSp,ant\vanted out of this deal and it could not because Hansen
and Hansen Yuncken, to get this building built on Northy,,ncken threatened to sue the Government.

Terrace? To the Adelaide City Council | say, ‘Better spend )
your scarce dollars on providing essential services to th The ACTING SP,EAKER (Mr I_3ass). Order! The
CBD of Adelaide and your ratepayers in Adelaide and noﬁonourable member's time has expired.
provide a $1.2 million tax holiday to EDS, which is already . )
receiving subsidised rent for the EDS building and a nine year _ Th€ Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Industrial
contract courtesy of this Government.’ At the end of the day”\fairs): A couple of years ago at an Olympic Games
how much do we have to give to multinationals such as epdunction | talked about the great unifying power of sport. This
when they come to town and, particularly, how muchMorming | was again remlnded of _h_ow sport is unique in the
taxpayer revenue must be forgone over the Playford Hotel¥a in which it can brlng communities together when | took
EDS office block construction on North Terrace? partin a very small, private ceremony at the Women's and
We know that the Deputy Premier in his capacity as theohildren’s Hospital. | was pr|V|Ieg_ed to unveil a plaque in
former Tourism Minister signed off $750 000 for infrastruc- MemMory of two young boys who died of cancer. The plaque
ture support for that project, having told the Parliament thaﬁas on the wall of the Nicholas Berry and the Nathan
the EDS building and the Playford Hotel were two separaté/iacléan wing of Ronald McDonald House. The $250 000
projects, that there was no interlinking. Then we havd efurbishment of this wing was made possible by the _efforts
Premier Olsen’s statement to the House that the one cann@tWO great South Australian sportsmen, Tony McGuinness
go without the other. | say to the Deputy Premier: he got i@nd Chris McDermott, who inspired the South Australian
wrong then, he is getting it wrong now and he will continue€ommunity to Con”'t?l.ﬂe tothe project anq who er;sured th"’.‘t
to get it wrong, because this Government will not face up tghe parents and f_am|I|es were given special consideration in
the fact that, courtesy of the former Premier (now Minister),n€ facilities provided.
the current Deputy Premier and the Cabinet, we are having One such special room is a retreat for parents of those
built on North Terrace an 11-storey taxpayer funded disgrac&hildren who have been diagnosed as having cancer and
This is occurring at a time when we are debating a Bill to selanother is the library where parents can read the latest books
the Casino, to restructure the ASER development, and thbout the diseases and the treatment that their children are
Government has been quick to point out the financial cost gibout to receive. | pay tribute today to the memory of
that project to the taxpayer. Nicholas Berry and Nathan Maclean whose lives and courage
This incompetent Government—a Government which hagispired Tony McGuinness and Chris McDermott and the
not learnt lessons from the past, one which prides itself on it§ommunity spirit of Tony, Chris and their supporters. | pay
business acumen but always falls well short of any deceritibute to all South Australian business people, wholesalers
benchmark when it comes to business acumen—has signéd retailers, who supported the McGuinness McDermott
alease for 15 years for a building in which EDS will occupy Foundation. | pay tribute to all South Australians who
less than 50 per cent and for 50 per cent of the time. We wilgenerously donated money to this project.
have to fill the building with Government agencies and other Most South Australians are familiar with the story of how
companies somehow to portray the building as being fully let very special bond grew between Tony and Nick and Chris
and a reasonable business decision by the Governmentahd Nathan. As Tony McGuinness said, it could have ended
simply apply the criteria to this Government that it is so quickwith the deaths of the two boys. They could have gone on
to apply to the former Labor Government and the currentvith their lives, grateful for the friendship and experience
Labor Opposition: it should not enter into business deals thahey had had with them. Instead they decided to establish a
have the potential to cost taxpayers millions of dollars if theymeaningful memorial to the lives of Nick and Nathan and to
go wrong, if they sour. the courage of all young cancer sufferers in South Australia.
On that score, | say to the former Premier, the currenthe first project of the McGuinness McDermott Foundation
Deputy Premier, the current Premier and the whole Cabinetyas opened today and | was very pleased to be able to donate,
‘You have failed on that score. You have wilfully and quite on behalf of the South Australian Government, two lap top
recklessly exposed this State to a liability that on the mostomputers with CD-ROMs.
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The second project was also announced today. Thieever sought to incur a bill they could not, and had travelled
foundation is committed to jointly fund the refurbishment of to Adelaide on more than one occasion in the process of what
the Brookman ward, providing an upgraded facility for youngis supposed to be justice to put their case before the court
cancer sufferers and their families at a cost of aboutwhen called upon to do so. An attempt was made to conciliate
$400 000. As Tony and Chris say, they intend to continu¢he matter before it was set down for trial.
helping families who are facing the difficulty and stress of ~ The board’s solicitors failed to tell the board, the board did
having their children diagnosed with cancer in the hope thatot appear and it lost the case, which was thrown out; so the
they can make a difference to their lives. Well, Tony andsolicitors, wanting to collect their fee—blood money, | would
Chris, | place on the record of this Parliament that you didsay—decided to appeal to have it reinstated and the matter
make a difference and you continue to make a differencéhad to be heard. Mr Foale wonders where justice comes from
You are inspiring South Australians, and | know you will in this world because he found himself back in court wonder-
continue to inspire other South Australians with the work ofing what had happened to the previous judgment and not
your foundation. understanding what was happening to him. | could not be

Finally, | pay tribute to the community spirit of South with him at the time the matter was called on because | had
Australians, because every now and again the impact and the be at a Public Works Committee meeting, and he was
strength of that spirit really hits you, as it hit me today. bluffed by Mr Britten-Jones into believing that he had to
Creating a better future for this State depends on the involvanake an agreement to pay. Mr Britten-Jones had no right to
ment of our community, because that is where Southbe inthe Small Claims Court to negotiate anything. That has
Australia’s true strength and the strength of its future lies. Ito be between the two parties, and he bluffed Mr Foale into
you look at this project alone, if you add up all the hours andagreeing to that, and | think that is wicked.
the hard work of Tony, Chris and their friends, you have a More particularly, | also think the action of the board was
clear statement of that commitment by the community tovicked to withhold the bill from Mr Albert Walker for the
South Australia. If you add the contribution of Southrates on the dog fence of the most recent year, dated
Australian wholesalers and retailers who volunteered thei21 January, until after his court case and to issue it on
time, their goods and their services and, finally, if you add th&2 April. The magistrate in that case ordered that, according-
generous financial support of the people of South Australidy, the plaintiff be restrained from prosecuting for recovery
this indeed is a very rich State with a very strong future. of the moneys until further order of the court—in other

words, do not go after him for what he has not got. Mr

Mr LEWIS (Ridley): There are times when | wonder just Walker is a pensioner who owns over 2 500 acres of scrub
exactly where the dingoes are in South Australia. Alternativeand infertile sand in the same area that he cannot sell or do
ly, perhaps | should ask what are the grounds for any publignything else with. Mr Walker now has another bill that he
administration in a Government instrumentality attacking awill have to go to court to defend.
family whom they know has had an average income over |t is wicked and very unjust for the board to take this
recent times, indeed over the last eight years, of the order @iction and require these people who live on less than the dole,
$3 000. That husband and wife have developed a farm in thg be prosecuted to pay what | consider to be an iniquitous
area that | have the responsibility to represent which isax.
neighbouring the Ngarkat Conservation Park. | do notknow The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
that it is fair to name him; however, he has been willing to gomember's time has expired.
on the public record before. His name is Jim Foale.

He was one of the people pursued in court by the Dog Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | recently received a
Fence Board for the levy. That is the oultfit that is chargeccomplaint from one of my constituents who had two expi-
with the responsibility, and generally in this regard does ation notices forwarded to her relating to speeding offences
good job, of looking after the dog fence. Until the recentwhich occurred some time after the date she sold her vehicle.
flooding which damaged the fence, it had accumulated fundsly constituent sold her vehicle on 17 March 1997 and
of $500 000 or more, which were at its disposal to go orreceived the first expiation notice on 15 May 1997 for an
doing its work. It has been pursuing a number of people fooffence which occurred on 26 April 1997. Another notice was
non payment of the levy who, through no fault of their ownreceived on 20 May for another speeding offence recorded on
but out of necessity, have more than 2 500 acres of land b May.
make anything like a reasonable living, given the fertility of ~ After receiving the first expiation notice, she diligently
the soil and the rainfall. That 2 500 acres is just overcompleted the administrative details on the rear of the
1 000 hectares, and the Act states that people who own modmcumentation, which was witnessed by a justice of the
than 1 000 hectares of land have to pay a levy to the boargheace. My constituent found it very frustrating and annoying

That is the stupidity of the law, but the stupidity of the to receive the second expiation notice after she had made the
board goes even further, behaving like dingoes as they do, affort to complete the appropriate paperwork and comply
do the solicitors that act for them, Barratt Lindquist. Mr Peterwith the necessary regulations.

Britten-Jones failed to tell the board of an action that he took The police and the Department of Transport were
to recover the unpaid levies from the Foale family, so thecontacted and asked about simply inserting on their computer
board was not present in the Small Claims Court to represenatabase a code which would enable the police and the
its case to the magistrate. The board’s claim, which wa®epartment of Transport to identify that a driver had
brought by Barratt Lindquist on its behalf, was thrown outtransferred ownership of a vehicle in case the new owner had
and judgment was given against it because it failed to appedailed to complete the required administrative transfer data.

Mr Peter Britten-Jones decided to appeal to have th&heir response was remarkable. Apparently | must have
matter reinstated. | explained to him that the Foales were iposed a very difficult question.
very necessitous circumstances, that they had lived in poverty The Department of Transport spokesman said it was too
for years and had always paid every bill they incurred andlifficult to do this, although he acknowledged that a problem



Tuesday 3 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1517

exists in this area which is being addressed but which wilschools, Iron Knob students going into Whyalla ought to be
take some time to fix. | was then referred to the police, whable to choose the school to which they will be relocated.
the Department of Transport spokesman said have their owrhis is not only my plea but a plea from the Whyalla City
records and who would be able to assist my constituent. £ouncil and pretty well everybody else in the community. If
police constable explained that, while it is true that the policghe Iron Knob Primary School closes, then let us do itin a
have their own database, they do not have computer accessnsible way.
to make data entries, which apparently only the Department The McRitchie Crescent Primary School has also been
of Transport can make. The police assured me that they coutshrmarked for closing. This school has a tremendous
not prevent my constituent from receiving further expiationreputation in Whyalla for the care it takes of its students and,
notices if the vehicle was still registered in her name. generally speaking, its students are from a disadvantaged and
After going around in circles between these two Governpoor area of Whyalla. | recognise the problem of declining
ment authorities, one can excuse members of the genersudent numbers which has existed for a long time: numbers
public for getting very irate when faced with this type of are now pretty low, but the special needs of students from this
bureaucracy. One can also appreciate the frustration of thezhool need attention. So far, the Minister has said, ‘It's up
police when persons are referred to them with this type ofo the receiving schools to sort that out’, but the community
problem, given that the police know that the very Govern-deserves better than that. According to the Minister, the
ment department which refers the problem is the onlyschool apparently has to close. If the school comprising
department that can fix the matter concerned. students with a special need is being closed and those
Surely in this day and age of computer technology itstudents have to be relocated, the Government has an
should be possible to administratively insert a code into thebligation to ensure that they are taken care of, that their
Department of Transport’s computer data system so that weducation is not interrupted and that they are given the special
can identify motor vehicle ownership transfers and so thaattention they need at the receiving school.
expiation notices are not wrongfully sent to previous owners, | am disappointed at the manner in which this decision
even if the new owner fails to complete the necessaryas announced, given that it was taken after the committee
administrative details. Receiving expiation notices isestablished specifically to look at this matter suggested that
annoying and very frustrating when one is wrongly identifiedthere be no school closures. My plea is for the Minister to
It also means that time and money are lost for those peopigike an interest in these two schools and to ensure that the
when they attempt to rectify the problem by taking timing off children are not disadvantaged by the closure of their schools.
work. As my constituent said to me, so much for our state oft can be done with a little care and thought by the Minister.
the art computer technology. | suggest that the Minister hurry ask the Minister not to leave it to the receiving schools to
the department along so that it can rectify problems such ageal with all the problems that will be created.
this. In addition, if people who committed the offences had
received the first notice, perhaps they would not have Mr ROSSI (Lee): | wish to talk about the member for
committed the second offence. Spence’s interference in local government issues at the last
] council elections. | was quite upset that a Mr Wasylenko
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | want to speak came to my office on a Saturday at 11 o’clock in the morning
about the closure of two schools in my electorate—theg ask whether he could use my photocopying machine for
McRitchie Crescent and Iron Knob Primary Schools. | wassommunity purposes. | remind the House that | allow people
disappointed to read in the newspaper that these schools wafgm Neighbourhood Watch and other voluntary organisa-
to close. Little notice was given by the Minister for Educationtions to use my photocopying machine for minutes of
that he was going to take that action. | was particularlymeetings, and so on, as a community service. Mr Wasylenko
disappointed as a committee that had been examining thgok 20 copies from my photocopying machine with my
provision of schools in Whyalla and the necessity for theyermission. When | looked at the pamphlet, | saw that it was
number of schools we have had made a recommendation thahamphlet regarding his wife, Barbara Wasylenko, who was
no schools should close. It was disappointing that theunning as a candidate for the council elections.
Minister took the decision to close the schools. | would like  other material that | was given by electors states that
the Minister to reverse that decision, for good reasons. If thgarhara Wasylenko printed that material. | then received a
Minister is not prepared to do that, | hope he will take intojetter from Chris Taylor, whose wife, Jenny Taylor, apparent-
consideration a few points. ...._ly printed the material in question. This happened also with
| would like adequate and suitable resources and facilitieg eyin Hamilton, whose material was printed by him, while
to be provided to the schools that receive the children fromy e Gijlligan also printed his own material. However, | am

Iron Knob, and experience has taught us that this may not igs; quite sure about John Dyer, the Mayor of the council,
the case. Additional administrative resources should be maggycause one side of the material was printed by Lyle Gilligan
available to the Iron Knob Primary School to enable it to planyhije the other side was printed by Ann Dyer. The same thing
and undertake the transition process properly. Itis importarf{appened in the case of Joe lenco, who was also a candidate
to have a union representative included in the committee th@b the |ast Charles Sturt council elections.

is f_ormed to manage the transition process_and to allow The matter concerning me was whether all these candi-
satisfactory arrangements to be made for displaced staffaieq for council had photocopying machines worth $4 000
because that will also happen if this decision is carried ou

) ) -or more. | have some doubts about that. What beats all this,
and is not changed. | also make a plea for suitable airg

conditioned transport for the Iron Knob students and fo fhough, was that the member for Spence, MrMichael

flexibility to be given o parents regarding their choice 0fAtklnson, under his own letterhead, directly mailed to people

hool hich invol decision that should in Woodville North the following letter which read, in part:
schools, a matter which involves a decision that should not | write about the postal ballot starting on Monday, 14 April, to

depend on where the bus route terminates. That is reasonabdsct two councillors to represent the Hindmarsh-Beverley Ward on
for just as children in the metropolitan area have a choice ahe Council of the City of Charles Sturt. Although the ALP does not
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endorse candidates for local government elections, an ALP member Supervisors. The uniform prudential standards are to be set by
is among the four candidates. She is Lee-Anne Odgers, the long- AFIC after consultation with the industry. The primary focus of
serving Secretary of our Spence ALP sub-branch. the standards will be directed towards the financial activities of
The letter continues: societies and will have little, if any, application for a fraternal

| appreciate that Party affiliations is not the only matter to ~ SOCIety. » )
consider in council elections. Indeed, | do not expect Lee-Anne will  The ongoing costs of supervision are to be borne by industry on
agree with ather ALP councillors on all the issues before council, nor & "user pays” basis. ) ) o
do | expect her to be part of a caucus on council. - The Ministerial Council for Financial Institutions approves of
At the bottom of the page, the letter states: legislation and exercises general oversight over the Australian

PS In the ballot for Mayor, you should be aware that Carlo  Financial Institutions Commission.

Meschino is a Liberal Party activist who is a strong personal . The uniformFriendly Societies Coderoposed to be adopted by
supporter of Liberal MP Joe Rossi. South Australia provides for the governance and regulation of

Itindicates that people should vote for a Labor candidate anggiendly societies, and functions and powers of the State Supervisor.

. ese are similar to the provisions of theancial Institutions Code
not anybody else. Apparently, all those candidates who stoag; building societies and credit unions. However, because of the

as independents and were not aligned to any political Partigsues unique to friendly societies (in particular, the need for special
at the last council elections got rolled. The Labor Party goprovisions relating to benefit funds and the responsibilities of

nearly 15 of the 16 members elected on the council. What igctuaries of friendly societies), it was decided that discrete legislation
. h d ina is that Carlo M h hale prepared rather than amend Eieancial Institutions Codeo
more interesting and upsetting is that Carlo Meschino hagegrate friendly societies.

never been a Liberal Party member, has never helped me IN The key elements of the Code are as follows:

polling booths, letter-boxing or giving advice and, either as

a friend or a constituent, has never given me any money with

regard to campaigning of any description, or as a political

Party payment, in the electorate of Lee. He comes to my

office from time to time on constituent matters regarding his

TheFriendly Societies Coderovides that the dominant activities

of a new society must be within the scope of listed primary
objects. These include the provision of financial and investment
benefits relating to annuities, life insurance and superannuation,
health and welfare, and death, sickness and accident benefits, and
also provision of pharmaceutical services.

position as an alderman and as a constituent elector, but never Transitional regulations are proposed to allow an existing society,

as a political activist in the Liberal Party.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)
BILL

Received from the Legislative Council with a message

drawing the attention of the House of Assembly to clause 11,
printed in erased type, which clause, being a money clause,

cannot originate in the Legislative Council but which is
deemed necessary to the Bill. Read a first time.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move:

That this Bill be now read a second time.

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

in Hansardwithout my reading it.
Leave granted.
The purpose of this Bill is to apply tHeriendly Societies Code

which has been passed by the Victorian Parliament, as a law of South

Australia. This will replace th&riendly Societies Act 191@hich
is repealed by the Bill. Savings and transitional provisions conse-
quent on the enactment of the Act are to be made by regulations.
The crisis in non-bank financial institutions in the early 1990s,
particularly in Victoria, highlighted the need for more stringent and
uniform prudential standards governing the operations of building
societies, credit unions and friendly societies throughout Australia.
This led to the establishment in 1992 of the Financial Institutions
Scheme for building societies and credit unions.
The Friendly Societies Codéunder the Victorian Act) is the

product of negotiations among the States and Territories and, to

some extent, the Commonwealth. It follows the resolution of the
Ministerial Council for Financial Institutions in May 1994 which -

adopted recommendations of the Special Premiers Working Group

on non-bank financial institutions.
Under the Friendly Societies Scheme, the Financial Institutions

Agreement between the States and the Territories will be extended

in respect of legislation for friendly societies. The Scheme provides
for both uniform prudential supervision and uniform legislation.

It is based on the Financial Institutions Scheme and has the

following elements: .

- The State Supervisory Authorities which currently supervise
building societies and credit unions are to administer the uniform
Friendly Societies Codand supervise and enforce compliance
by friendly societies in their jurisdiction with uniform prudential

and disclosure standards designed to protect the interests of

members. The South Australian Supervisor is the South
Australian Office of Financial Supervision.
The Australian Financial Institutions Commission will have its

role expanded to promulgate the prudential and other standards

for friendly societies and to co-ordinate uniformity among the

the activities of which do not comply with the primary objects
requirements, to continue those activities. However, where that
society purports to expand its activities beyond the scope of the
saved activities, it must comply with the primary objects
requirements.

The Code regulates the establishment and management of benefit
funds. These funds are the core activities of friendly societies,
and the assets of each benefit fund must be kept distinct and
separate from any other assets of the society. Benefit funds are
established for purposes such as funds management and life and
health insurance.

Under the Bill, friendly societies will need to lodge a disclosure
document, which is similar to a prospectus, with the State
Supervisor in respect of any benefits offered. The Supervisor will
be able to issue a "stop order", if for example there is substantial
non-compliance or misleading statements, or complaints are re-
ceived etc. These fundraising provisions reflect the proposals
accepted by the Commonwealth in respect of interface of the
Friendly Societies Codeith the Corporations Law.

Under the proposed legislation, only a society (or its authorised
representative), or a licensed dealer or licensed adviser under the
Corporations Law, may deal or advise in respect of friendly
society benefits. An effect is that a friendly society will be
responsible for its representatives that deal in the society’s
financial benefits. This will cover the present regulatory gap in
the Corporations Law where dealing or advising in securities
does not include securities where there is a life insurance
element. The Commonwealth has advised that it does not
presently wish to roll forward the operation of the Corporations
Law in this area, although this may be reviewed following the
outcome of the Wallis Inquiry into the Australian Financial
system.

The Code will allow a society to issue permanent share capital,
if that is what the membership agree to, for example, for the
purposes of funding growth and meeting capital requirementsin
competition with other financial institutions. A society may only
be demutualised in accordance with the standards which will
require extensive disclosure to members particularly in respect
of existing members rights to reserves. The enabling provisions
are the same as those in th@ancial Institutions Code

The management provisions, which relate to duties of directors
and officers, meetings of members, and accounts and audit
requirements, are similar to those applying to building societies
and credit unions and are similar to Corporations Law standards.
In addition to audited accounts of a society, audited accounts of
each benefit fund of the society must also be prepared.

A member of a benefit fund has 1 vote, and a member of a
society has 1 vote, on respective questions which may arise.
Transitional regulations are intended to allow societies that do
not conduct ‘financial’ business, that is, fraternal and pharma-
ceutical societies, to preserve collegiate or other voting systems.
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A permanent shareholding member may have up to 1 vote foin the Bill have been discussed with the friendly society industry

each share held, if the rules of the society so provide. which is supportive of the Bill.

A society must have an appointed actuary unless exempted by | commend the Bill to the House.

the State Supervisor. The duties of the actuary include reporting Explanation of Clauses
to directors on proposed distributions of surpluses of benefit PART 1—PRELIMINARY

funds and providing financial condition reports to the Supervisor. Clause 1: Short title

Generally, the actuary provisions in the Code have been based Clause 2: Commencement

on provisions of thelife Insurance Actfor the purpose of Clause 3: Interpretation

consistency of regulation. This clause contains definitions for the purposes of the Act. The
The Code allows for mergers and transfers of engagementsackage of new uniform legislation relating to friendly societies is
between societies, and conversions to companies similar tdefined as the friendly societies legislation of South Australia and
provisions of theFinancial Institutions CodeConversions to  comprises this Bill and regulations made under it, Erndly
incorporated associations are also included to enable the voluisocieties (South Australia) Codad theFriendly Societies (South
tary migration of, for example, fraternal friendly societies which Australia) Regulationsand the uniform legislation relating to
operate like social clubs and have no benefit funds. financial institutions as it applies to the uniform friendly societies
External administration provisions are similar to those in thecode and regulations.

Financial Institutions Codeexcept that special attention is given The clause also provides that definitions infniendly Societies

to the winding up of assets of benefit funds so that the surplugSouth Australia) Codepply for the purposes of the Bill and
assets of benefit funds are only available to meet the respectivegulations made under it.

liabilities of the benefit funds. Clause 4: References to Victorian Acts

The legislation facilitates interstate trading by societies andrhis clause provides that any reference to an Act of Victoria is to be
protects State interests by providing for a system of foreigrtaken to encompass amendments or substitutions.

society registration by the host State Supervisor. A preconditiorPART 2—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) CODE
to registration is that the home Supervisor must certify that it AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)
considers there is no good reason why the society should not be REGULATIONS

registered. Transitional provisions provide that a society thatis Clause 5: Application in South Australia of Friendly Societies
already carrying on business in another State and that applies f@ode

foreign registration in 6 months will be deemed to be registeredrhis clause applies tH&iendly Societies Codget out in Schedule
unless the Supervisor refuses the application to register. Refusalof theFriendly Societies (Victoria) Acts a law of South Australia
could apply in situations where the society is discovered to beo be known as thEriendly Societies (South Australia) Code
prudentially unsound and unlikely to survive the proposed new  Clause 6: Application of regulations

supervisory regime. Prescribed provisions of the Code may b&he regulations in force for the time being under Part 4 of the
applied to a foreign society as if the foreign society were a locakriendly Societies (Victoria) Aapply as regulations in force for the

society. purposes of thériendly Societies (South Australia) Cotle be
The penalties under thieriendly Societies Codare based on known as thd=riendly Societies (South Australia) Regulations
those in theFinancial Institutions Code Clause 7: Interpretation of some expressions in Code and

For the information of Parliament, a copy of ti&iendly = Regulations
Societies Codeas enacted by the Victorian Parliament, is tabled. This clause defines a number of expressions used in the uniform
However, Honourable Members should note that the initialCode and uniform regulations for the purposes of their proper
legislation passed by Victoria last year has already been amendéaterpretation in South Australiseg: Legislature of this State is
this year prior to the legislation coming into operation. Thedefined as the Legislature of South Australia).
amendments are primarily of a technical or drafting nature and also PART 3—CONFERRAL OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

mirror amendments currently proposed to corresponBingncial Clause 8: Conferral of functions and powers on Commission
Institutions Codeprovisions. These amendments form part of theThis clause provides that the Australian Financial Institutions
initial legislation to be adopted by South Australia. Commission has the functions and powers conferred or expressed

Members will note that this legislation reflects the templateto be conferred on it by or under the legislation defined as the
model for enactment of uniform legislation. The South Australianfriendly societies legislation of South Australiseg clause)3
Government is always cautious about this sort of approach because Clause 9: Conferral of functions and powers on Tribunal
of the extent to which Parliament ceases to have arole in legislativEhis clause provides that the Australian Financial Institutions
change once the initial legislation is enacted by the South AustraliaAppeals Tribunal has the functions and powers conferred or
Parliament. Because of this caution, the Government consideregkpressed to be conferred on it by or under the friendly societies
alternative models, namely, consistent legislation or a hybridegislation of South Australia.
involving the template model being used for the initial enactment PART 4—LEVIES, FEES AND OTHER AMOUNTS
with all amendments to be in the form of consistent legislation. Clause 10: Supervision fund
However, taking all the considerations into account, the Governmerithis clause imposes the fees prescribed byRtendly Societies
has favoured a template approach in this case. (South Australia) Regulationsr by the AFIC (South Australia)

Savings and transitional provisions are needed in a number dRegulationsn respect of matters referred to in the friendly societies
matters. Some have already been mentioned. Others are of a natlegislation of South Australia.
to permit societies a period of time to comply with the new  Clause 11: Levies
requirements, such as the lodgment of disclosure documents afthis clause imposes—
accounts and audit provisions, and also to wind down any deposit the levy payable under sections 119 and 120 oREC (South
taking activities. In addition, the provisions are necessary in order Australia) Codeby a friendly society; and
to deem what funds of a society are to constitute a financial benefit the supervision levy payable under section 51 offhendly
fund or non-financial fund of a society. Societies (South Australia) Coblg a friendly society.

The Bill provides for these matters to be provided for by  Clause 12: Fees, fines and penalties
regulation. It would, of course, have been preferable for thes&his clause provides that all fees, fines and penalties and other
provisions to be detailed in this Bill. However, given the currentmoney that are authorised or directed to be imposed on a person
status of friendly societies scheme legislation nationally and théecause of the friendly societies legislation of South Australia but
proposed 1 July 1997 commencement, there are difficulties with thahat are not fees, levies or other amounts payable to a specified
approach. The detail of the savings and transitional provisions angerson must be paid to South Australia.
of special interest to the industry which will be fully consulted. PART 5—GENERAL

Friendly Societies have a significant and important position in  Clause 13: State supervisory authority
the South Australian market as providers of financial products. Fundshis clause provides that the South Australian Office of Financial
under management in South Australia are in the order oSupervision isthe State supervisory authority for the purposes of the
$700 million. friendly societies legislation of South Australia.

The South Australian Government is supportive of the objective  Clause 14: Crown is bound
of maintaining a strong and viable friendly society industry in Southlt is proposed that the Crown, in right of the State and, so far as the
Australia which is, for many South Australian households, alegislative power of Parliament permits, in all its other capacities will
preferred alternative to the insurance sector. The proposals containbd bound by this measure. However, nothing in this clause will
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permit the Crown in any of its capacities to be prosecuted for adudget really means for the future of South Australia. This
offence. ) ) budget is not historic, as has been quoted. This is a budget of
This clue provides fhat he Governor raay make such requiatiof.IOPE and no jobs; it is a budget of no strategy and no
as are contemplated by or necessary or expedient for the purpos§§'on for ang-term job creation and _for reducing our
of this measure. Isastrous high youth unemployment. It is a budget that, in
Clause 16: Special savings and transitional regulations for Souttspite of the accounting tricks, will continue to run down our
Australia ) ) schools, hospitals and public housing; it is a budget which
S e oy fgals another blow t theaspiratons ofyoung home buyers
proposgd Act or of an Act of \ﬁctoﬂa amending tifgiendly It is a budget which leaves in excess of 100 fewer sworn
Societies Codeset out in Schedule 1 of thEriendly Societies police officers than there were when Labor left office in
(Victoria) Actand if such a regulation so provides, it has effectDecember 1993; it is a budget that locks in the sale of ETSA
despite any provision of this proposed Act. A provision of atg private interstate or foreign interests should the Liberals

regulation made under this clause may, if it so provides, take effect . - . L
from the day of assent to the Act concerned or from a later dayVin the next election and achieve a majority in the Upper

However, to the extent to which a provision takes effect from a day1ouse; it is a budget that locks in higher taxes should the
earlier than the day of the regulation’s publication in@ezettethe  Liberals win the next election; and it is a budget that lays bare
provision does not operate to the disadvantage of a person (othgdr all to see that the Olsen Liberal Government has no

than the State or a State authority) by— strategy and no vision beyond self-serving rhetoric and hype.
decreasing the person’s rights; or

imposing liabilities on the person. The Government hopes that the gullible will swallow it
SCHEDULE—REPEAL AND CONSEQUENTIAL and that the budget will escape real scrutiny and any decent
AMENDMENTS analysis in at least key parts of the media. It is a budget that

gé?epfgre]%sn?d ttgtf%)ear']fﬁi?ni!%’ ?gde}fs ?g;}_%a@gfdl_to mt)?d;% . demonstrates failure on the Government’s part in managing
n S nancial Institutions (Applicati aws o fi : . :
1992and theSouth Australian Office of Financial Supervision 1992 the State’s fmance.s and in managing the economy. Itis the
that are consequential on the passage of this Bill. budget of a Premier demonstrating that he is not to be
believed. This budget is the budget of the three great hoaxes:

The Hon. M.D. RANN secured the adjournment of the that it achieves an underlying surplus, that it creates jobs and

debate. that it enhances the quality of health, education and policing.
Let us look at the issue of the underlying surplus. The

APPROPRIATION BILL estimated underlying surplus reported in this budget is a

. . hoax. Itis supposed to represent the fulfilment of the budget

Adjourned debate on second reading. target contained in the Treasurers Financial Statement

(Continued from 29 May. Page 1495.) handed down in May 1994. Page 23 of that document states:

B ) The Government will seek to eliminate by 1997 the underlying
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): This  non-commercial sector deficit excluding the additional payment

Liberal Government is always promising a fresh start. Whertiequired to fund superannuation liabilities.
it was elected it was a fresh start. Now we are told there is #n determining whether the Government has achieved that
new fresh start. It is a fresh start for the Government after théarget, it is necessary to understand what defines an under-
coup against the former Premier and now with the newying deficit. The concept of an underlying deficit or surplus
Premier, who spent three years betraying every principle db a deficit or surplus which excludes the effects of substantial
Cabinet solidarity to undermine his boss. For the past foupne-off items which are not of an ongoing nature. The
years the Liberals have dressed their budgets in phrasgsoceeds of a major asset sale, the return of capital from a
intended to convince us that everything is going according tésovernment business enterprise or a special dividend from
plan. In 1994 we were setting ‘the economy on a track ot Government business enterprise on account of some
sustainable long-term growth’. In 1995 we were ‘coming intoextraordinary item are all examples of transactions which
the home straight to a better future’, and we saw advertiseshould be excluded in determining whether or not there is an
ments with people running into the home straight. In 1996 itinderlying surplus or an underlying deficit. Unfortunately,
was ‘a responsible budget. steadfastly on the course set by the Treasurer’'s desperation to claim success for his 1994
the Government in the May 1994 Financial Statement’. BuFinancial Statement budget target seems to have overcome
none of these promises were ever delivered. his adherence to the discipline that defines his target.
Economic and job growth remain elusive. The home The footnotes to Table 1.3 in the Treasurer’s own
straight is always around the next bend, and the Governmefinancial Paper No.1 reveal this failure to achieve an
has failed to meet its own financial targets set out in its Mayunderlying surplus, and Table 1.3 itself attributes them to
1994 Financial Statement. Now, in 1997, it asks the publigolicy changes, that is, deliberate decisions of the Govern-
to believe that it has succeeded in the financial task it senent and not definitional changes. This failure has two main
itself—that it is out there creating jobs, providing for bettercomponents. The first is contained in Table 1.3 and explained
education, better health and policing services. The Goverrat footnote (5), changes to the previously published repay-
ment’s pamphlet, which is being letterboxed in Liberal andment schedule for superannuation provisions amounting to
Labor electorates at taxpayers’ expense, quotes the Premfs6 million. Superannuation provisions were explicitly
in the kind of inane and meaningless statement we thouglexcluded from the definition of the underlying position
only his predecessor was famous for saying in lookingcontained in the Treasurer's 1994 Financial Statement.
forward to the future. Those superannuation provisions are now being paraded
This scandalous waste of taxpayers’ money provides nto fill a hole that has opened up in the Government’s
public information, because if it did it would reveal that this underlying position. If the Treasurer wants to play semantics
budget is a budget of no hope, no jobs, no strategy and rand argue that superannuation provisions were excluded from
vision past election day. The flier tells us nothing about thehe definition and they can therefore be run down and
future. So, it falls to Labor to tell the truth about what thisincluded in his bodgie surplus, | would say to him that it is
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a one-off and that practice is not sustainable. So thareal underlying surplus totally beyond his grasp without yet

$56 million does not come within the acceptable definitionanother horror budget. Not able to face the reality that the

of the Government's underlying position. The secondGovernment has failed to meet its target, the Treasurer has

departure from any sensible definition of the underlyingfabricated the result that he wanted.

position are two extraordinary revenue measures contained If the Government did not make this claim it would be

in Table 1.3 and explained at footnote (6), totallinghard pressed to explain how it is able to loosen the purse

$145 million. It states: strings in an election year. Set against its own financial
Reflects receipt of electricity interconnection operating agreetargets, it cannot. This budget is not about making spending

ment settlement through ETSA special dividend and return ogommitments. The election advertisements are already going

SAAMC capital to the budget following the realisation of debt y, 5 The capital works and other spending initiatives in this

reduction targets. . . . .
The return of capital from the SA Asset Managemeng‘ucjget are just another bunch of disposable Liberal election

Corporation is the proceeds of the sale of assets from the sBLoTiSeS: When an election is called, Labor will be treating
P . , b em as such and spelling out its own spending priorities and
called ‘Bad Bank'. It is both a one-off and an asset sale, an

. . . . ow they will be funded within a responsible package of
on either of those grounds it certainly does not qualify A% ommitments. We will be calling on the Liberal Party to pay

something that reduces an ur_lderlymg_ deficit. That is ack to the taxpayer the cost of the election propaganda that
complete phoney, and the Premier and his Treasurer know as accompanied this budget

They just hoped that someone would fall for the line an Members interjecting:

describe it as a major turn-around. The special dividend from ’ -
. o The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | indicate to the

ETSA in respect of th’e pa}yme_nt_ma_de _by Victoria aSmembers for Spence and Mawson that when the Treasurer

compensation for ETSAs relinquishing its rights under thed livered his speech he was heard in silence, and so will the

interconnection operating agreement (which had the best p rgader of the Opposition ’

of 13 years to run when South Australia entered the national pp )

= ) =~ The Hon. M.D. RANN: As | said, we will be calling on
electricity market) is definitely a one-off and therefore doe . '
not in any way reduce the underlying deficit. In total, the raio?he Liberal Party to pay back to the taxpayer the cost of the

: . . election propaganda that has accompanied this budget. | hope
on superannuation provisions and the special revenuUfe will see an analysis by the Auditor-General of South

measures amount to $201 million, which means that th : : : )
Treasurer’s claimed $1 million underlying surplus is in fact%%srfggm how this Government continually uses taxpayers

a $200 million underlying deficit. Mr Foley interjecting:

Talk about an absolute fraud! How anyone can describe 1ho ACTING SPEAKER: The same goes for the
this fraud as historic can only have read stories of the greaf,a mber for Hart. if he wants .to leave the Chamber.

train robber. There is no underlying surplus: in fact, itis @ The Hon. M.D. RANN: —for P litical d
$200 million underlying deficit. It surprises me that this hasy, e mon. V.0 : —for Party political propaganda.

q t th o d the bud e saw it down in the south, where advertising material was
escaped some of the commentators who read the budggl: ot promoting local Liberal backbenchers at taxpayers’

speech and Government press releases but do not seemyig,ense | have asked the Auditor-General to investigate a

read or atleast understand the budget papers. All the rhetorig, ner of matters in recent times. | understand, however,
we have heard since the budget about the Governme

Hat he is already investigating the use of taxpayers’ mone
achieving its financial target and putting the State back in th \ y Ivesgating . xpay y

for Party political purposes here in South Australia.
black in underlying terms is a hoax. The Treasurer has been ;. A)t/k?nson: I?’s epmbezzlement!

forced into the position of having to fabricate an argument  Tha Hon. M.D. RANN: As the member for Spence said

achievement of his 1994 financial statement budget targey .
beyond reach. That is a fact that is also exposed in Table 1.;

which shows net outlay increases as a result of _pOI'Cébrepared on a cash basis. He did not mention that it is also the
decisions, and that means explicit spending decisions qhg; hydget he will prepare. Whatever happens at the next
Cabinet amounting to $83 million. ] ] election, it is clear that the Treasurer knows that last
The Treasurer was able to do very little while formerthyrsday was his swan song. This is to be done under the
Premier Dean Brown was spending public money last yeagretext of moving to accrual accounting, but it amounts to the
in a vain attempt to shore up his position with his Cabinet andrreasurer’s having failed to meet his promised target, and
Party room colleagues. After all, the Treasurer was undeghanging the basis of accounting to one which precludes
threat himself. Having been demoted, the Treasurer could débmparisons and will therefore hide his failure.
even Iess when new Premier leen was throvymg money at |t is high time that we had a higher standard of financial
everything that moved, ranging from a private sectoryccountability in this State than this Government is prepared
fireworks display, which he announced as his greatesp offer the public in budget papers. The requirements that
achievement, to— need to be met must be set down in legislation. For that
Mr Atkinson: He got value for money for that. reason, the Opposition will be introducing into Parliament in
The Hon. M.D. RANN: He certainly has got value for this session a Government financial responsibility Bill which,
money for sponsoring the fireworks display and also foiif passed, will ensure that the degree of transparency and
resolving a teachers pay dispute, as he sought to demonstratecountability on these matters is brought up from its present
that he was a man of more action than his predecessor. On tayeful state to best practice.
of the Government’s own free spending, the Treasurer had to The Bill that the shadow Treasurer will introduce is the
cope with reductions in financial assistance grants inflictedornerstone of the policies on which we will go to the people.
by his Federal Liberal colleagues and the Grants Commidt is designed to achieve a number of important objectives.
sion, also detailed in Table 1.3, totalling $96 million. This putFirst and foremost, it will require the Government to prepare,

get, the Treasurer now plans to cut and run. He announced
his budget speech that this is the last budget that will be
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publish and have tabled and debated in Parliament a debt The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Technically, it is a
reduction strategy. The debt reduction strategy must bpoint of order. | ask the Leader of the Opposition to so refer
published with comparable historical data and projectionso members in the House.
three years into the future, prepared on the basis that it is The Hon. M.D. RANN: Sir, | will endeavour, as usual,
successfully implemented so that its implications can béo comply with your requests. After promising an additional
clearly and accurately understood, not only by the experts b0 000 jobs a year, we find that, after 3% years of Liberal
also by the public. Each year, at the time he brings down th&overnment, there is a jobs deficit to the tune of almost
State budget, the Treasurer will be required to report 050 000 jobs. Today’s gap between the rate of economic
progress in implementing the debt reduction strategygrowth and the rate of job creation between South Australia
Secondly, it will require the Government to prepare andand the nation is the largest on record. That is the growth gap
publish a financial strategy document—the broad strategibetween us and the rest of the nation. We are being left for
outline of how the Government'’s finances will be conducteddead by the rest of Australia. From 1994 to the December
We make an assumption here that there is a broader focgsiarter of 1996—the first three years of this Government—
than debt reduction. South Australia grew by just 5.4 per cent in trend terms. This
Thirdly, the Government Financial Responsibility Act will is an annual average of just 1.8 per cent.
also improve the quantity and quality of information required, Over the same period, national growth has been more than
with an annual cycle of financial reporting. It will begin with twice as fast on a 12 per cent trend, or an annual average of
a financial outlook report, which will be published as part of4 per cent. In the year to December 1996, South Australia had
the budget papers. This information will be required to bethe worst performance of any mainland State at just 1.5 per
updated and published in a mid-year review and the end afent compared with 3.2 per cent nationally. This is less than
financial year results published in a final budget outcoméalf the rate of growth usually regarded as necessary to hold
report. The factis that all but a small part of this informationthe level of unemployment constant—not to improve the
is missing from this Government's budget papers, and theituation, but merely to stop unemployment from worsening.
result is serious deficiencies in transparency and accountabilsince the election of the Olsen-Brown Liberals in December
ty, which mislead people into thinking that this so-called1993 to April 1997, South Australia’s job growth was just
surplus exists at all, let alone is somehow historic. What i21 500 seasonally adjusted, or 3.3 per cent.
required in South Australiais an improvement in the level of  This compares with national jobs growth of over 8.1 per
transparency in budget reporting so that we can have propeent during the same period. But week after week, in headline
standards of accountability and lift the quality not just ofafter headline, we were constantly being told that this
economic debate but also of economic management in thiSovernment was exceeding its targets; that a boom was
State. happening in South Australia; that it had fixed the problem;
Of course, there is also the hoax that the budget creatalat South Australia was turning the corner; that it was on the
jobs. One issue beyond all other issues matters to Soutiome straight; and that a new dawn had emerged in this State,
Australians, and that is the issue of jobs. This Governmertb quote the Treasurer in a previous budget speech. In the 12
has failed South Australia on jobs. John Olsen says that imonths to December 1996, South Australia recorded no
wants to make a new start. The Premier says his focus is arowth in employment—no growth at all. The figure for total
jobs. John Olsen wants us to forget that he was plotting anemployed in December 1995 is 657 700 in South Australia,
leaking against Dean Brown day in and day out for more thardentical to the figure for December 1996. In January 1997
three years. At that time he had control of all the economi@mployment had lifted only slightly by 2 300.
levers of a State Government that could have delivered more Unemployment for the past six months in this State has
jobs. John Olsen is trying to hide behind Dean Brown toaveraged 9.5 per cent. South Australia’s current unemploy-
cover his failures as the principal economic Minister of thement rate of 9.7 per cent for April is the highest on the
Liberal Government since it was elected 3% years ago.  Australian mainland. The latest figures for youth unemploy-
While he was the economic Minister in this State responment is a staggering 42.1 per cent. South Australia remains
sible for economic development he had only one job in hisvell below the pre-recession peak of full-time employment.
mind, and that was the job that he stabbed Dean Brown in thidearly 507 000 people in June 1990 were employed com-
back to get—nhis own job. As Minister for Industry, Manufac- pared with the average level for 1996 of 472 300. There was
turing, Small Business and Regional Development, Joha fall of over 10 000 in the number of full-time employed
Olsen could have delivered more jobs if not for the fact thatrom December 1995 to December 1996.
the Premier and the Government believes they are a policy- We have gone backwards compared with our position of

free zone. seven years ago. But if you listened to the Ministers, the
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of Premier and the previous Premier, you would believe that a

order. boom was occurring and that this Government was exceeding
Members interjecting: all its targets. In its monitor of January 1997, Access
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Economics, a body with excellent Liberal Party credentials,
Members interjecting: estimates South Australia’s rate of under-employment at

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of more than 20 per cent. As aresult of the terrible prospects of
order. The Leader has unlimited time. Itis not restricting hisfinding a job in South Australia, more and more people are
speaking time and | would ask the Leader to allow me to dedkaving our State to go to other States to find jobs. Over the
with the point of order rather than yelling across thepast two calendar years, in excess of 13 000 more South
Chamber. The member for Unley has a point of order. Australians left the State than the number of people coming

Mr BRINDAL: Sir, Standing Orders require that all to South Australia from other States.
members in this House are addressed either by title or the seat These South Australians accepted John Olsen’s injunction
which they represent. to ‘look forward to the future’, but they saw no future here.

Members interjecting: They voted with their feet and went elsewhere to find that
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future. That legacy of joblessness and job insecurity is th@self and promoting itself and not the people it was elected
Premier’s legacy. Of course, the Premier says he wants a neéw serve.

start; he wants us to overlook his responsibility for the mess; The announcement of 500 traineeships is no replacement
and he wants us to think that he is the new boy on the blocfor the Youth Training Scheme, which gave us 1500
as he faces an election—his third election as leader of thigaineeships and which was a commendable achievement of
Liberal Party. His claim that this is a jobs budget is athe former Minister for Employment, Training and Further
complete hoax. This budget signals that John Olsen and tHeducation. The best the present Minister can do is $3 million
Government he leads have abandoned the pledge of 3% yedwos up to 500 traineeships. Itis just not enough when we have
standing to create 20 000 additional jobs a year. a 42 per cent youth unemployment rate. When we are given

Today the Liberals are almost 50 000 jobs short of thaf leaked copy of the advice the Minister receives, what do we
target, having created only 21500 additional jobs sincéee? When it deals with unemployment, her chief adviser,
December 1993. To cover up this back down, the Premie#ho used to be a college director in TAFE, simply says,
announced a different target a couple of weeks ago: he saikook for some diversions; every time there are bad employ-
that he would reduce our unemployment rate to the nationdnent figures, hit the Labor Party; think about it strategically;
level over the next two years. That is what the Premier wa8it the Labor Party; don’t address the problem.’ Instead of
quoted as saying in thadvertiserof 17 May. Only two  dealing with how to create jobs and looking for a strategy and
weeks later, his own budget completely undermines and Plan, it was simply a strategy for creating a diversion.
refutes that target he made to the people just two weeks But there is an even greater concern. The $3 million
before. What the budget explicitly says in its economicannounced by the present Minister presumably is provided
forecast is that employment is projected to grow by just 1.40 agencies, which must then make up the difference in
per cent annually to the turn of the century compared with drainees’ wages out of their own recurrent budgets. But how
per cent employment growth expected nationally. many will really be able to come to the party when the

How does that equate with achievement of the nationapCVernmentis imposing a 1 per cent efficiency dividend on

average, when his own budget papers completely undermiri’€2dy hard-pressed agency budgets? The traineeships are
his claims that were given such publicity just two weeks/USt @ way of dre;smg Up necessary recruitment by depar;-
|ments as some kind of special job creation scheme. Again, it

ds adiversion. Itis not a plan or a strategy but a diversion.

century and, if the Olsen Liberals are re-elected, we are ncivxéhrefetrh_to éapnal WO”;,S' thOtht'nr? could bebmo_lfﬁ
certain to remain an economic laggard. We are forecast tpy/"'c@ than this sovernments lateést hoax on Jobs. The
achieve growth rates of just 3 per cent compared wit remier clalms to be spenph_ng $1.2 b|II|on.on capital works
national rates of 3.75 per cent this year and 3.5 per cent in et year, arise of $2(.)0 million. The Premier te.lls us that he
two years after. On the Government's own admission, we wills doing this because jobs are so important to him. Jobs were

continue to under-perform for the next three years, despite tHg1POrtantin 1994, 1995 and 1996. Now in election year the
Premier’s claim that somehow, within two years, we will fem"?f.has finally tumbled onto the importance of jobs, bu}
reach the national average ' ' again it is a con. The budget papers confirm that over their

. ) last four budgets the Liberals have underspent their capital
The figures do not equate; they do not add up. We neefly s hudgets by $575 million. In fact, the extra
growth of around 4 per cent to make inroads into the proble;%; '

f | . hA lia. This bud h h 200 million announced for additional capital works in this
of unemployment in South Australia. This budget shows udget is exactly the amount that this Government underspent
not even the Premier believes he will reach h'_s own target gh ¢ year. Furthermore, the current Government has ‘bravely
reducing the unemployment rate to the national average,

- . . ssumed the $150 million of the capital works budget will
Within two weeks of announcing his new target, the Premieg, e come from the private sector’. The 1995-96 budget
has effectively repudiated. In fact, even the modest target

ssumed $60 million from private sources, but in fact the
3 per cent growth may elude us. private sector contributed only $7 million in that year, not

During calendar 1996 our growth rate of 1.5 per cent wagso million.
less than half the nation’s growth, and the budget papers paint |n 1996-97, $150 million was budgeted from the private
ableak picture of just where we have been over the past yeafector, but only $75 million was actually raised from the
According to the last budget, in 1996-97 private consumptiotprivate sector—again, admissions of failure. This year's
was supposed to rise by 2.5 per cent. The revised estimate fpidget once again assumes the private sector will kick in
this is now down to less than 1 per cent. Private investmergnother $150 million, even though all the previous targets
in dwellings was supposed to rise by 8 per cent, but it actuallyvere not met. There are no guarantees that private business
fell by 3 per cent. Next year we are supposed to see signifpeople will assist but good reason to think that once again the
cant rises in private consumption and private dwellingcapital works budget will be underspent. So, many of the
activity. One wonders why these assumptions were made. §upposedly new capital works are the victims of this Govern-
it was simply on the basis that consumer confidence and th@ent's capital works slippage of previous years. They have
housing sector are so depressed that the only way is up, thg@en announced and then re-announced so often that they
so be it. have no credibility.

This so-called jobs budget is a jobs hoax. It has a use-by Can the Premier really expect the public to believe that
date of election day. There is no plan for the future. Theconstruction will start this year on the new Tanunda Primary
youth employment strategy mentioned in the budget papeiSchool when this is the fourth budget in a row in which it has
is simply a recycled announcement from December last yedbeen promised and in which bogus starting dates have been
and part of that was delayed for six months because of thennounced? The Premier announced with great fanfare and
leadership struggle between the Premier and his predecessagreat deal of media coverage that $125 million will be spent
If you doubt me, just refer to thdvertiserof 21 May 1997. on the Royal Adelaide Hospital upgrade, but the only
That is the mark of a Government which cares only abouallocation in the budget is $5.7 million, with no forward
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commitment of funds for the project. It is a cynical media$72 million is simply not true, and he has used taxpayers’

exercise, not a real commitment. money to spread this lie to every single electorate in the
Members interjecting: metropolitan area. The education capital budget continues the
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! hoax exposed last year when 14 school projects happened to

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Let us look at the hoax that the slip a year. That was when the member for Unley was the
budget somehow enhances State services. | refer to educatiparliamentary secretary on education: he was involved in the
The Premier’s claim that education spending has increaseddrategy. In an attempt to disguise projects that have not
by $72 million to $1.287 billion is what one would expect commenced this year, the budget papers have included two
from a Premier about to call an election. However, this clairmew categories of capital works called, ‘projects to com-
simply does not stand up to the most basic examination. Theence in June 1997’ and ‘projects carried over from
Premier hopes that South Australians will forget the last thre@996-97’. No matter how many categories are added to the
years of cuts, the bigger class sizes, the loss of 250 schoblidget papers, the simple fact remains that projects that have
services officers and the bitter fight with the teachers thabeen announced up to three times still have not started—not

disrupted our schools. one brick laid, not one sod turned.
An honourable member interjecting: I will detail some of the school projects that make up this
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! hoax, particularly for those Government members who have

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier hopes that by not bothered to ensure that projects in their electorates were
announcing school building projects that have already beetarried out. They wanted to make the announcement but they
announced he can appear to be serious about South Australi@re not concerned whether the announcement ever turned
having a first-class system of public education. If | were theo reality, which is the story of this Government. Let us look
member for Unley, as the parliamentary secretary fomt the redevelopment of Glossop Secondary School to cost
education under the Premier and, of course, as one who is&5.3 million. It has been announced in the last two budgets
the moment contemplating the future of the Goodwoodwith start dates in February 1996 and November 1996. Now
Orphanage, | would be quiet on this point. this projectis on the so-called June 1997 list at $5.3 million.

The Premier hopes that by announcing school building’hen the restructure of the Hamilton Secondary School,
projects which have already been announced he can appe@hich was to cost $2.8 million and was due to start in
to be serious about South Australia having a first-class systefpril 1997 to cater for additional students following the
of public education. People will not forget the cuts, becauselosure of the Marion High School, has also now slipped onto
they know that he is not serious. The Premier’s figure othe June list.
$1.287 billion has been arrived at by adding this year's The redevelopment of Seaton High School to cost
recurrent and capital works budgets together. The amount &1.7 million was due to start in August 1995 and was then
$72 million has been cobbled together by taking away thelelayed to March 1997. It is now on the June 1997 list and
total of last year’s actual recurrent added with last year'dias been due to start in the past three budgets. That is the
underspent capital budget to maximise the difference. Perhapsnfidence trick about education: announce it, reannounce it,
the Premier might explain what happened to the $5 milliordefer it—it does not matter, as long as the announcement has
not spent on capital works on our schools last year and whigeen made by the local member. The new Tanunda Primary
it was not spent on building some of the school projects thabchool has been due to start in all four Liberal budgets. The
have already been announced two or three times in a row. Fstart dates were May 1995, November 1995, October 1996
example, why was the money not spent on the restructure @ind now June 1997. The Wirreanda High School upgrade to
Hamilton High that was promised when the Governmentost $800 000 was due to start in September 1996 and has
closed Marion High School? now slipped to the June 1997 list. The upgrade of the

An even bigger problem of the claim of $72 million more Norwood Morialta High School did not even make the new
for education is that the budget includes an extra $63 milliodune list. This project has been in three budgets with start
to pay for the teachers’ pay rise, a fair pay rise that waslates of April 1996, October 1996 and now August 1997.
opposed and delayed by the Government for over two years Let us look at health. The total health recurrent budget has
whilst spending on education suffered a cumulative cut ofncreased from $1.505 billion to $1.540 billion, or
$137 million in real terms over three budgets. This pay ris€35 million in cash terms. In his budget speech the Treasurer
was opposed and delayed by the likes of the member fagaid that health spending will increase by $16 million in real
Unley while class sizes were increased and 789 full-time jobterms—and that was given quite a bit of publicity. By simple
cut from education—from 17 995 in 1994-95 to 17 106 inarithmetic, the increase is just $3 million in real terms
1996-97. It was absolutely predictable that the Premier wouldllowing for the Government’s own inflation forecast of
attempt to claim the teachers’ pay rise as an increase2l25 per cent. Which part of the words ‘real terms’ and
commitment to education when, of course, it was really dinflation’ does this Government not understand? This does
retrospective payment for inflation and productivity whichnot make up for a cumulative cut of $209 million in real
has already occurred and which does not represent exttarms that has been made to health over the past three Liberal
resources for our children and schools. It is just that thidudgets.

Government is now reluctantly paying for them. If we take  The Minister announced that the health budget encom-
the teachers’ pay rise out of the budget, we are left with apassed ‘a gigantic $122 million capital program’. However,
increase of just $9 million before inflation to cover all thosereference to budget paper No. 2 shows that the capital
costs, other than salaries and wages. program, including debt reduction for 1997-98, totals

This represents an increase of just over 2.5 per cent on tf#103.4 million and is $3 million less than last year’s forecast
balance of the education budget, excluding salaries, becausedget. The centrepiece of the health budget was the
$337 million in 1996-97 is just enough to keep up with theannouncement of a new plan to spend $120 million on
inflation forecast. The Premier’s claim in the glossy budgetebuilding the Royal Adelaide Hospital, with $60 million
election pamphlet that education spending has increased ypposedly committed to the first two stages. When that was



Tuesday 3 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1525

announced on that weekend the health shadow Minister, the Mr Brindal: It's 126, not 100.
member for Elizabeth, and | pointed out that this had been The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley
announced a couple of years before. The truth is that it wais on the list to speak later. If he wants to remain on it |
simply a reannouncement of the same project announced 8uggest that he desist from interjecting.
1995 and that this years funding amounts to only The Hon. M.D. RANN: While the addition of 100 police
$5.7 million—not $60 million, not $120 million, but s a small step in the right direction there will still be
$5.7 million. Previous allocations were $6.4 million for 100 fewer police than when Labor left office and 300 fewer
1996-97 and $4.5 million for 1995-96 when the project waspolice than promised by the Liberals before the 1993 election.
announced. No money is indicated for forward expenditure et us look at the period after the next election. This budget
and the announcement that part of the RAH will be mades nothing more than a cynical set of election promises. Its
available for a private hospital suggests that the Governmenise-by date is election day 1997. There is no vision for the
is looking to privatise more of our public hospital space anduture, no strategy for employment, no plan. As a budget, it
for someone else to finance this project. is a failure. It fails South Australia’s 70 000 unemployed, it
Similarly, there are no forward budgets for the women’sfails our health system and it fails our children by delivering
and children’s strategic plan, which has only $960 000a second-rate education system.
committed this year; the Lyell McEwin redevelopment, which  But if it does not guarantee jobs and if it does not repair
is $2.8 million this year; or the Queen Elizabeth Hospitalthe damage of three previous Liberal budgets to our health
strategic plan, which is only $800 000 this year. Other healtfand education systems, what does this budget guarantee?
projects which have slipped include the Marion CommunityRather than the rosy outlook that this Premier is shamelessly
Centre which is to cost $2.6 million and which was supposedpending taxpayers’ dollars to promote, what can people
to start in July 1996 but which is now listed for June 1997.rea||y expect from an Olsen Government after the election,
The $30 million Daw Park Repatriation Hospital redevelop-if it is re-elected? While people cannot believe anything that
ment, which was supposed to start in November 1996, has contained in this budget, there are two things about which
now been put back to November 1997. The Medical andhey can be sure. The first is the privatisation of ETSA. ETSA
Veterinary Science Laboratory, which is to cost $4.6 millionwill be privatised and will be owned by private interests from
and which was due to start in July 1996, has now beeihterstate or overseas. The Opposition knows that the present
reannounced by the Minister as a new project with a start dateremier is planning the privatisation of ETSA. He went into
of September 1997. a Cabinet subcommittee in January last year to promote the
The Modbury Hospital rationalisation due to start in cause, and he was put on hold. We know that the Premier is
September 1995 is now rescheduled to start in August 19931anning the sale of ETSA to interstate or overseas interests.
at a cost of $2.4 million. The Northern Community Centre atit was the Treasurer who let the cat out of the bag just last
Elizabeth, which is to cost $4.1 million, has been put backrhursday.
from August 1996 to August 1997. The Lyell McEwin  Asked by ABC regional radio whether the sale of ETSA
redevelopment announced last year to cost $28.5 million witivas something that the Government will consider after the
$4.2 million spent in 1996-97 has again been reannounced|ection, the Treasurer's response was to smile and say,
but this year there is just $2.8 million of that $28.5 million ‘Nobody can say never, never, never. Well, the cat is well
and again no forward cost for the total project. The Healttand truly out of the bag: he certainly did not deny it. There
Minister made the most eloquent statement about this healthill certainly be tax increases after the budget and basically
budget, indeed about this budget overall. On radio on budgehe Premier belled the cat on Friday. Addressing a forum of
night he refuted the Opposition’s claim that the moneybusiness people, the Premier said:
required for the RAH upgrade was not in the budget. He We went into Government with our hands tied because we
complained that the Opposition had got it all wrong. Later inpromised no new taxes. We did not have to, perhaps shouldn’t have.
the same interview the good doctor admitted that the only©0 late now. .
money allocated for next year was $5.7 million, but the 100 late this side of an election, perhaps, but not too late after
Minister inadvertently made the most eloguent statement O_We next election if he is re-elected. If ever there was a clear

this budget when he said: indication to anyone with any thoughts about politics, it was
We have committed $60 million to stages one and two which wehat speech, because if he is re-elected he will be able to refer
have quite clearly identified in the Premier’s press release. back to it. He was being, one might say, open and honest

What the Premier says in his press release is not what is in higbout his intentions.
budget. Is this a budget or a series of press releases? This is It seems to me that this Premier is obsessed with taxation.
all about press releases and hype because, when one lodke know that he wants a GST: he advocated it in the Senate
behind the press release into the body of the budget, thend he even advocated it to a business lunch last year. When
figures do not stand up and they do not add up. This is not the Premier talks about tax reform that is what he means—not
Government genuinely committed to the restoration of outhe better measures to tackle avoidance by some of the
hospitals and schools. wealthy which, according to the Australian Taxation Office,
Let us look at housing and police. Our depressed housingould have netted the Commonwealth an extra $800 million
sector takes a body blow in this budget, with house startfom 80 of Australia’s wealthiest people. He wants a plain,
under this Premier still only a little higher than half the levelold consumption tax that will kill small businesses and hit
at the time Labor left office. The Government has ended théow-income earners. South Australians want new jobs, not
Deposit 5000 scheme and has cut private rental establishmerw taxes. The only things that this budget guarantees are
support and rent relief. The sum of $20 million has beerhigher taxes and the privatisation of ETSA to interstate and
taken out of HomeStart by the Federal Liberal Governmentforeign interests.
while a review of HomeStart places the scheme’s entire Let us talk about the Premier’s integrity and honesty.
future in doubt. While the addition of 100 police is a smalll will allow his own conscience to deal with what he did
step in the right direction— whilst a sworn Cabinet Minister to the former Premier behind
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the former Premier’s back. The Premier told the businesget past the first three paragraphs before falling asleep. If |
forum last Friday that people had become cynical withwere looking to stimulate a football team before a match or
politicians who did not tell the truth, who promised big thingsto pump up a Government or an Opposition, | would not want
without delivering them, only to reannounce them ado listen to a negative, carping speech such as the Leader’s,
something supposedly new later. You have to admire his hidehich was lacking in vision and lacking in fact.
that he actually said that. How true. The present Premier is We all know that the Leader of the Opposition has been
the master of just that. absolutely negative towards the recovery of this State for the
This budget reannounces a raft of projects that shoulpast three years. He talked about things being phoney and a
have been completed, in some cases, years ago. | hafraud, about there being no hope, no jobs and no vision. That
already referred to two of the most cynical instances in thés him looking at himself in the mirror, and that is exactly
budget, namely, the RAH upgrade and the Government'what the people of South Australia see in the Leader of the
half-hearted youth jobs strategy. This is a budget from &pposition. He is a phoney and a fraud, and he does not have
Premier not to be believed. It is the dissembling work of aany hope for South Australia, because he has pulled it
Premier who, as Infrastructure Minister, denied that he wouldlown—
privatise the management and operation of Adelaide’s water Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
system while he was planning to do exactly that. He denie@peaker.
the existence of taxpayer-funded polling on his water Mr Clarke interjecting:
privatisation plans while tens of thousands of taxpayers’ The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of
dollars were being spent on this. He found an overwhelminghe Opposition is out of order, so he does not have a point of
majority of South Australians opposed but went ahead wittorder.
it anyway. So much for his openness, so much for his MrFOLEY: |referto the Standing Order that provides
honesty, so much for his integrity. that members should not reflect on another member of the
He promised lower water charges, although they havélouse. | ask that the honourable member retract his remarks
risen by 25 per cent for the average user. He promisetegarding the Leader of the Opposition.
60 per cent Australian equity in United Water International— The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for
‘Have no fear, he said—when we find that the company idMawson was reflecting on another member. | ask him to
likely to have no Australian equity. On 17 May this year, hewithdraw those words and continue.
promised to reduce our unemployment to the national average Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | withdraw those words. The
over two years, only to go back on this undertaking on budgdteader of the Opposition has illustrated to the people of
day just two weeks later. This is a Premier who denies thabouth Australia that he lacks vision, credibility and, above all,
he is planning to sell ETSA while he works behind the scenegny business acumen and the ability to lead a team that would
to do just that. be a serious threat if in government. | have not even heard the
This fourth budget of the Olsen Liberals attests to thd-eader of the Opposition say sorry to the people of South
Government’s failure. It is an admission of failure. It is a Australia for the $3.1 billion debt he was involved in as a
budget that attests to the failure of the Premier on jobs and sfenior Cabinet Minister during the debacle of the late 1980s
afailed vision on jobs. Itis a budget that maintains our basi@nd early 1990s. It is far more serious than that. When
services—hospitals, schools and community services—onmembers opposite came into office in 1982, they had a core
starvation diet that fails the people of South Australia. It is adebt of $2.2 billion—a very handy debt to handle. It was the
budget that attests to the failure of the Government to achievgort of debt an economy in good shape should be able to
its own financial targets and its own employment targets. Ibandle. But what happened under Labor between 1982 and
is a budget that attests to the fact that the Government has 48932 There was not just the $3.1 billion it lost with the State
agenda to privatise ETSA and introduce new taxes should Bank, plus SGIC and so on but it spent over $1 million a day
be re-elected later this year. Most of all, it is a budget thamore than this State was earning.
confirms that this Government and this Premier have no The Leader of the Opposition has not even said sorry to
vision and no strategy and, if they are re-elected later thighe people of South Australia. State Labor members should
year, nothing of substance will improve. hang their heads in shame; they should at least apologise to
With this fourth budget, the Government has delivered 4he people of South Australia and support a Government that
budget that provides no hope and no direction. This budgd$ committed to getting on with the job. Let us have a look at
provides confirmation, if any were needed, that the Olsefow difficult the job has been. On a core basis of debt, we
Liberal Government has failed South Australia. Let us lookhad to handle over $9 000 million of debt.
at what they said. The Premier and Treasurer said that, in this Mr Foley: What do you mean by ‘core debt'?
budget, the financial repair job is over; yet, in the next breath Mr BROKENSHIRE: The honourable member does not
they said that they went into Government with their handgven know what core debt is, and he was a senior adviser to
tied because they promised no new taxes: ‘We didn't have tdhe previous Premier, Lynn Arnold. That shows why the
perhaps we should have. Too late now.’ That is what will bd-abor Party made such a stuff up of this State. Let us look at
remembered from budget week 1997: a clear promise of oriée Federal Labor Government under Keating. It drove
thing, that there might be no job future but there will certainlynational core debt to $200 billion. On top of that, in the last
be a tax future if John Olsen is re-elected. This will be theyear or two of the Federal Labor Government, it cut
third election in the row that he has led the Liberals to$93 million out of funding to South Australia. Of course,
disaster. This time it will be a disaster for our State if it because of that massive debt that the Federal Labor Govern-
happens. ment had developed for South Australia and Australia, the
Howard Government has had to cut another $80 million. Just
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): What a testimonial that on a recurrent basis, since we have been in office, South
was from the Leader of the Opposition! The only thing thatAustralia has had to endure about $170 million of recurrent
speech is good for is bedtime reading, because one would nfutnding from the Feds, plus the debt from Rann’s wreckers.
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We have talked about core debt. Let us have a quick look at We heard the Leader of the Opposition talking about the
recurrent debt. When we came to office just 3% years ago—fact that last September we announced that $800 000 would

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting be spent on Wirreanda High School. He asked why it is not
Speaker. Following the point of order of the member forbeing spent now. The answer is two-fold: first, $800 000 is
Unley, | ask you, Sir, to rule on whether it is appropriate forbeing spent at Wirreanda now, and | thank the school council
the member for Mawson to refer to the Opposition as ‘Rann’dor that. | am proud as a local member to have been able to
wreckers’. get in there and fight for that money. That money was never

The ACTING SPEAKER: | agree. Standing Orders are available to upgrade that high school under 11 years of Labor.
very clear. | ask the member for Mawson to comply withltis being done and, with the help of the staff, it will be done
Standing Orders. as a best practice facility for our young people.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Letus have alook atthe recurrent  Look at the Southern Expressway. The Leader of the
debt. The Labor Government, which had the negative Leadédpposition claims that we have reinvented the wheel and re-
of the Opposition, the Hon. Rann, as a senior Cabineannounced projects. | can remember Premier Bannon on three
Minister, was spending more than $1 million— occasions saying to the people of the south, ‘We will build

Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting you a third arterial road.’ He ran an election and sucked in the
Speaker. | draw your attention—as did my colleague, th@eople of the south on three occasions—the forgotten south
member for Spence—to the fact that the member for Mawsonntil we came into office. And what did he do? He never built
cannot refer to the Leader of the Opposition as ‘Rann’.  a third arterial road. | invite the Leader of the Opposition to

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | again ask the come tothe south, where | will take him for a ride on the new
member for Mawson to comply with Standing Orders. expressway so that he can see that this Government puts its

Mr BROKENSHIRE: In order to get some facts on the words into actions and that this Government and the local
record in the next 10 minutes, yes | will, Sir. members in the south love and appreciate and will work hard

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | ask the honourable for the community and the region.
member to comply with Standing Orders. Look at policing. The sum of $2.3 million has been

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, Sir. The previous Labor allocated in this budget to upgrade and get rid of the shocking
Government was spending over $1 million a day more thadog boxes at the Christies Beach Police Station into which
this State was earning. On top of that, we had unfundetabor put our police officers when it was in power. We will
liabilities in WorkCover; we had major billion dollar give those police officers the sort of infrastructure and
unfunded liabilities in public sector superannuation; and thigacilities that they deserve. In addition, 26 additional police
State was going nowhere. If we want to talk about jobs, wefficers will be stationed there. That is something of which
should just have a look at the job situation. When the Leaddram proud and, | am pleased to say, was partly as a result of
of the Opposition was the Minister responsible for smallcalls that | have made on an ongoing basis over the past 18
business and infrastructure in this State, over 33 000 jobsionths.
were lost just in the manufacturing sector. Other capital works programs which will benefit my

We have heard the Leader of the Opposition talk about theonstituents of Mawson include things like the Wine Centre,
sale of ETSA. We had a leak from the Labor Party a fewwhich once and for all will put the stamp on the fact that
months ago indicating that it has a plan to privatise ETSAAdelaide is the wine centre of Australia. Wine Centre,
That is now confirmed. The Carr Labor Government in NewAdelaide, Australia: that will be the marketing message that
South Wales has at least had the guts and honesty to come ouitl be sent internationally to promote jobs, infrastructure,
and say that it wants to sell ETSA and privatise it in that Stateeal opportunities and economic wealth for all the people in
and get the $22 billion. But not this Opposition. The shadowthe constituency of Mawson.
spokesperson was recently quoted on Simon Royal's Then there is the airport extension. On many occasions my
program. He was asked, ‘What is the difference between theonstituents in both manufacturing and horticulture have
New South Wales Labor Government wanting to privatiseccomplained that they were not able to get freight out of
and sell off its electricity company and South Australia doingAdelaide Airport. We are losing hundreds of millions of
the same?’ The shadow spokesperson, the member for Hadipllars in export and job opportunities in this State, and | am
said, ‘Well, we're a different situation.” Simon Royal went pleased to say that we are delivering again in that area.
on to ask, ‘Could you please explain to me why, when the If one looks at small business, it is, without a doubt, the
Labor Party was in government, it sold SAGASCO? Isn’t thatengine room of the South Australian economy. The first thing
privatisation?’ Again the member for Hart was backed intowe had to do to ensure that we have a sustainable and vibrant
a corner. What happened? The member for Hart said, ‘Thamall business opportunity and growth for South Australia
was a different again, because we were only shareholdersvas to get rid of that debt. We are now there. We are now
I remind the member for Hart that SAGASCO was owned byspending within our earning capacity. South Australia now
the taxpayers of South Australia. has a sustainable future. That was the number one platform

Let us look at some of the great achievements in thi®n which we went to the people on 11 December 1993, and
budget. In my own electorate of Mawson, we are reducingt was the number one platform that | stood for as the
tariffs not only for the commercial, industrial and agricultural candidate. And we have delivered on that.
sectors of my electorate but also for those people who have We have gone from a situation where, under Labor in
found it hard under Labor, with high interest rates, and so 0rl992, just before the election, we were spending 28 per cent,
Interest rates are now coming down under a Howard Goverrer 28¢ plus in every dollar of gross State product, on debt,
ment, and | am pleased to see ETSA tariffs coming down. Othrowing that money against the wall and not giving any
top of that, $5 million has been budgeted to be spent ipportunities to our people—and, in particular, our young
Mawson over the next two years on upgrading infrastructurepeople. It is fantastic to see that as of June 1997 we will be
right through Morphett Vale East and McLaren Flat, and thaback to 20.6 per cent, and by the year 2000 we will be back
is good news. to a safety margin that all economists and anybody who has
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studied economics knows has to be around 18 or 19 per certustralia is in good hands under an Olsen Liberal Govern-
What that means is more opportunities for South Australiangnent. In the years to come I look forward to working with my
because for every 1¢ in the dollar that we can get back weommunity and the Olsen Liberal Government to ensure that
will have $70 million more to spend on hospitals, health,we give every opportunity to all people in South Australia,
education, jobs, law and order and providing a sustainabland particularly young people.
future for South Australia.
| want to highlight some of the areas into which we have [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
injected some real terms increases—not the phoney sort of
stuff that one hears the Leader of the Opposition running Mr FOLEY (Hart): The 1997 State budget shows a
around saying all the time; not the sort of messages like $ubstantial deterioration in the State’s financial position
heard on Monday morning, when he claimed that he wagresented at budget time last year. This is set out graphically
going to see the Prime Minister. What a joke that was! Thain Figure 2.2 of the Treasurer’s Financial Paper No.1, which
is exactly how he misrepresents the truth day in, day out. Heshows a reduction in net State debt over time. The graph
told people listening to the radio that he had an appointmerghows two things. The first is a reduction in net State debt
with the Prime Minister. Well, of course he had no appoint-targeted by the Treasurer's May 1994 Financial Statement;
ment. Who has driven the car tariff debate and championednd the second is the actual reduction in State debt that has
it—not only for South Australians and for our electorates inbeen achieved. Until this year, the Government had achieved
the south but for the whole of Australia? It is recognised bya faster rate of decline in net State debt than the 1994
everyone in a position to know that John Olsen has led thd&inancial Statement had targeted. | will have something to
debate. ‘Me too’ Mike was too late in getting on the band-say later about the quality of that achievement—or rather, the
wagon, and now he is trying to claim that he is also in therdack of quality. This year we find the two lines on the graph
doing something. He is far too late. He should have beenonverging again. The rate of reduction in the level of net
there when he was in Government four years ago, arguin§tate debt has slowed as a result of a blow-out in spending in
with people like Senator Button and Prime Minister Keatingboth 1996-97 and 1997-98. There has been a breakdown in
who, as we all know, drove this APEC agreement. the Government’s financial discipline that has been caused
When you look at the Darwin to Alice Springs rail link, by a binge of undisciplined and poorly targeted expenditure
something crucial and fundamental to the future of Soutlpy the previous Premier as he fought to hold off the John
Australia, again, John Olsen, as Premier of South AustralidDlsen challenge. Then there was another binge of silly
has championed that cause. There has been a $45 milli@pending as the new Premier tried to grab some positive
increase in health, $72 million in education, $10.2 million onpublicity to justify his coup by spending public money on
the environment—for which South Australia is ranked secongilly things such as fireworks displays and rock concerts.
for the whole of Australia—and $21 million on police. Look  The State Treasurer found the task of sticking to the deficit
atour record. I am proud to be the member for Mawson in afflarget he had set in his May 1994 Financial Statement
Olsen Liberal Government. We stand not on a phoneyimpossible as a consequence of a combination of that un-
misrepresented platform, like the Labor Party is doing undepudgeted spending and reductions in Commonwealth funding
it current leader, but on a record that we can be proud of—nposed by the Howard Liberal Government. His response
genuine, bona fide and honest record. had been to try to redefine the target by taking revenue items
There is still a lot more to be done. | am the first to admitwhich were outside the target and putting them inside the
that far more has to be done. However, we must remembegrget. In so doing, he has reduced the concept of an under-
that South Australia was bankrupt in December 1993. In facllying surplus on the non-commercial sector, which was his
ifithad been a private company it would have been liquidattarget by 1997-98, to a farce. The concept of an underlying
ed completely. However, with a lot of hard work and budget position is to separate the extraordinary items, the
goodwill from the community of South Australia we have one-offs, the proceeds of major asset sales from the results
now turned that corner. We have a long way to go. Youttof the ongoing operations and revenues of Government.
unemployment is too high at 42 per cent, butitis alotbetter  Tapje 1.5 and its footnotes in the Treasurer’s own budget
than it was under Labor at 48.6 per cent. Unemployment iginancial Paper No.1 reveal exactly how he has breached this
too high at 9.7 per cent, but itis a lot better than Labor at 13yinciple. First, as explained at footnote 5, he has moved
per cent at its peak when the Leader of the Opposition, thgse million of public sector employer superannuation
Hon. Mike Rann, was the Minister responsible for driving contributions from outside the target to inside the target by
that engine room for jobs. changing the schedule of provisioning. Superannuation
We still have a long way to go, but we have turned theyroyisions were explicitly excluded from the definition of the

corner, and if we can get on with the job after the nextynderlying position contained in the Treasurer's May 1994
election we can show the people of South Australia that byinancial Statement, as follows:

the year 2001 or 2002 they will be right back in the seat that  the Government will seek to eliminate by 1997-98 the under-
those of us who have been in South Australia for a considelying non-commercial sector deficit excluding the additional
able period have known, which is a prosperous and sustaipayment required to fund superannuation liabilities.
able seat; a seat that is not subject to the roller-coaster ridd@hose superannuation provisions are now being raided to fill
of the eastern States and one in which we can be very prouHe hole that has opened up in the State’s underlying position.
to sit. | am delighted to see the effort which has been put intdéf the Treasurer wants to play semantics and argue that
this budget. As a member, sometimes it has been hard to takeperannuation provisions were excluded from the definition,
the knocks and to support some of the cuts that have had tid they can therefore be run down and included in his bogus
occur and some of the pain that, unfortunately, has had to henderlying surplus, | would say to him that this, hopefully,
inflicted on the South Australian community. is simply a one-off. It is certainly not sustainable, so that

| suggest that that pain has not been as difficult as man$56 million does not come within any acceptable definition
people thought it may have been, and the future for Soutbf the Government’s underlying position.
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The Treasurer’s second departure from his own financial | said earlier that | would have something to say about the
target are two extraordinary revenue measures totallintck of quality of the Government’s efforts to reduce State
$145 million, which are explained at footnote 6 to table 1.5debt. The Government’'s problem was that it did not target
as follows: debt: it targeted the size of the public sector and the assets

Reflects receipt of electricity Interconnection Operatingwhich were held within the State public sector. First, the
Agreement settlement through ETSA special dividend and return asovernment hacked away blindly at a series of targets within
SAAMC capital to the budget following the realisation of debt o public sector which were chosen for ideological and
reduction targets. o .

political reasons rather than because they were sensible ways

The return of capltal_ fro_m the South Australian Asset f reducing the cost of the State public sector. As a conse-
Management Corporation is the proceeds of the sale of ass ﬁence, | now spend much of my time trying to expose cost

from the bad bank. It is both a one-off and an asset sale an verruns of the Government in areas such as the EDS

on either of these grounds, does not qualify as something th;%mputer contract. Secondly, the Government sold a lot of

reduces an underlying deficit. The special dividend froma A :
> € . ssets for which it did not get a very good price. Mr Speaker,
ETSA is in respect of the payment made by Victoria a. ou do not have to take my word for it; let us take the word

compensation for ETSA's relinquishing its rights under th f the State's Auditor-General Mr Ken MacPherson
Interconnection Operating Agreement, which had the best In his annual report to Parlfament last year the A.uditor-

part of 13 years to run when South Australia entered th‘?Seneral rovided his analysis of the budgetary benefits of the
national electricity market. It is definitely an extraordinary ore tha?] $2 billion wort%/ of asset salegs ungertaken by the
item, a one-off, and does not qualify as reducing the under?) ; \ 1 DY
lying deficit. leeral Government. By the Auditor-General’s reckoning the
. . . savings of public debt interest on account of debt reduction
In total, the raid on superannuation provisions and th

il $201 mill s a result of those asset sales exceeded the expected
special revenue measures amount to million, an amouRfiqends forgone by only $4 million. This is a disappointing
which, despite the deterioration in the State’s financiaj,

o . sult and compelling evidence that the Government did not
position, has been used by the Treasurer to claim a Velyqt )| yalue for the sale of those State assets. As I said
convenient $1 _m||||0n_ _budget surplus. Obviously, theearlier, the financial difficulties faced by this Government
Treasurer set this $1 million surplus target and told Treasurfove been greatly compounded by its own desire to spend
to do whatever fiddles it saw necessary to achieve this bogus /i money, most of it unwisely and not on the important
surplus. Itis obviously not the State Treasury’s proudest an reas of healt’h and education.
most shining hour but, unfortunately for this State, that

isation. the State T h itted h The Government and, in particular, the person who is now
organisation, the State Tréasury, has committed Much Moo ey reacted very strongly when | exposed publicly before
serious errors of judgment, such as uncritically SUbSCfIbIn%

ital to the old State Bank for it ; n open meeting of the Parliament’s Industries Development
capitaito the o até bank Ior Its éxpansion program. — c,mmittee the size of the hand-outs that had been given to

The fact that a Government can still publish budget papergerstate and overseas firms as industry attraction incentives.
that claim a bogus underlying budget surplus shows that Wge are talking about a lucky few individual companies
still have some way to go on the issue of ensuring propefeceiving tens of millions of dollars, and in some cases
s'_[andards of fmanmal accountability in this State. Theaveraging $20 000 to $30 000 per promised job. Itis bad luck
Liberals have certainly not learnt as much as they should hayg you have already established your business in South
from the harsh experiences of the Labor Government througR;stralia and have to compete for a contract against a
the 1980s and the early 1990s. That is why | believe thagompany that has been subsidised so heavily by a State that
standards of accountability need to be set down in legislationy most cases cannot afford such subsidies. As i said earlier,
and | will be introducing into this session of Parliament aipe new Premier's spending runs to the frivolous—fireworks
Government financial responsibility Bill that will require, displays and rock concerts—and now includes publicly
amongst other things, proper standards of disclosure ifnged election pamphlets which are being distributed by the
budget documentation. If passed, this legislation will| jhera| party to tell the public how financially responsible the
certainly render impossible the sort of shenanigans thesoyemment is. That in itself is an obvious contradiction.
Treasurer has been up to in this budget with his bogus |tisvery obvious that this is an election budget. One may
underlying surplus. ask how the Opposition will respond. We are treating this

The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: budget not as spending commitments by the Government but

Mr FOLEY: The Minister may grin, but he knows what as a series of election promises which it may or may not
| am saying to be quite correct. First, my proposed legislatiorthoose to implement. The Opposition is formulating its own
will require that accounting standards used in the preparatioset of expenditure priorities for the State election and will
of budget documents are set by competent, external authogxplain precisely how it intends to fund its programs when
ties and that any departures from those standards are declargtb election is called.

This business of Government making up its own accounting

standards as it goes along obviously must be brought to a The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): | am pleased to
halt. The only break on it to date has been a requirement fatand in this place to support the passage of this budget. It has
State Treasuries to publish a uniform statistical presentatiopeen a bit rich. We have had two speakers from the Opposi-
according to definitions and concepts set down by théion so far, the Leader of the Opposition and the would be
Australian Bureau of Statistics. Those concepts and definl-eader of the Opposition, the man who is desperate to take
tions are not identical to the underlying position of the non-the Leader’s place or, if he cannot do that, at least take the
commercial sector targeted by our State Treasurer in 199Deputy Leader’s place at the earliest convenience. From the
In South Australia’s case they show a deficit after adjustmeriteader of the Opposition we have had gloom and doom and
for net advances of $44 million in 1997-98, a fact which thehow they would have it done it. From the member for Hart—
Financial Reviewnterpreted as a negation of the Treasurer'she man who was adviser to the previous Government, the
surplus claims. disgraced Government, the Labor Government that was
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thrown out unceremoniously by the people at the last poll— | will refer to some of the individual areas of spending
we have had what he would probably call an economicincrease, because the extra moneys allocated in the portfolios
lesson and then an attack on the Government’s assistanceltmentioned provide enormous opportunity to deliver real
industry to encourage more jobs to this State. benefits to South Australians. First, | turn to the health
It is a bit rich to have advice from the Leader, the manbudget, which has reached a healthy $1.6 billion, an increase,
who lost the Grand Prix, the man who sat around the Cabinets | indicated, of $45 million in this new financial year. It
table while the State Bank went down the gurgler and, whameans that the Government is able to put in place significant
is more, the man who stood up in this place and supportegrograms, such as the $60 million upgrade of facilities at the
Tim Marcus Clark and the adviser to the former PremierRoyal Adelaide Hospital to ensure that it will be a world class
Those men can hand out nothing at all in the way of criticismhospital, with the first stage of funding allocated in this
of this budget in view of what they have done to this State.budget. Extra funds will not only reduce hospital waiting lists
This budget is a good budget. It is a budget that, at théut also improve services for patients, including day surgery
start of our term in Government, we indicated we wouldand post operative care, and also provide for the introduction
deliver. It is a budget that will restore confidence to ourof new medical technology. There will be incentives for
community. It is a budget that meets commitment. It is adoctors to settle and remain in rural areas. We will see
budget that balances the books. For the first time since theprovements to the Lyell McEwin Hospital, Daw Park and
Second World War we now have a budget in the black. WhaQueen Elizabeth Hospitals, and extra funds for people with
a far cry that is from the financial mess we inherited. Suredlisabilities.
we know there is still a long way to go, that the debtis still Since coming to Government in 1993, our focus on
at an unacceptably high level and there is still an enormousfficiency and quality has meant that an additional 30 000
debt to be reduced, but the fact is South Australia’s living byadmissions can be made to South Australian hospitals every
credit card is now a thing of the past and will remain a thingyear. In short, that means we are giving a far better service
of the past as long as the responsible, prudent financiab even more people. This has meant that the number of
management that we put in place is maintained. There is npeople on hospital waiting lists has significantly reduced, and
doubt that that prudent financial management will bet is the view of surgeons in Adelaide’s major teaching
maintained. hospitals that there will be a further reduction of those
This budget has some important features. The underlyingaiting lists by some 10 per cent following the increased
deficit is eliminated. The public sector net debt has fallen irfunding of $7.5 million announced by the Premier on 4 April
real terms to 19.5 per cent of Gross State Product. There this year.
a priority package of funding initiatives totalling | turn now to education, where we have a $72 million
$145 million. Outlays in health, education and police havaencrease which takes the education budget to a record level
increased in real terms. Capital outlays have increased in reaf $1 287 million—a significant increase on the funding
terms by some 19.2 per cent and there are no new taxes fprovided by the Labor Party. It is an increase in real terms
1997-98. A responsible budget, a balanced budget, a pragainst that Party’s last budget. Highlights of the education
gressive budget and a budget that will help in restorindgoudget include additional funding to assist students with
confidence in South Australia. learning difficulties, including those identified by basic skills
There are a number of important increases throughout thests—to be increased from $3 million in the current financial
budget: health, up $45 million; education, up $72 million; year to $4 million in the new financial year. More computers
police, up $21 million; environment, up $10.2 million; and, will be placed in schools for students as a result of the
most importantly, capital works, up $257 million, bringing additional $60 million over four years as part of the
the total capital works expenditure during this next financiaDECSTech 2001 strategy. School card benefits for families
year to $1 291 million. Not only will that create work in in need will increase in 1998 by $5 for secondary students,
South Australia and put under way much needed Governmei provide an overall assistance of $170, and by $4 for
capital infrastructure projects but it also has the capacity tprimary students, to provide an overall assistance of $110. It
introduce some 21 500 new jobs to South Australia—anotheds estimated that about 90 000 students will be receiving the
positive pushing back of what we inherited on coming intobenefit of the school card.
office. A record $105.8 million is being spent on capital works
The interest on Labor’s debt—Labor’s losses followingand maintenance to improve school facilities for students and
the collapse of the State Bank and the financial disastertaff, and an additional continuing funding of $18 million in
within SGIC—had seen South Australian taxpayers payind998 will be allocated for flexible staffing hours which
$1 million a day in interest on that debt. That position had toschools can use for priority identified within their particular
be reversed and this budget sets the reversal in place. It $ghools. Increased expenditure of about $6 million has been
estimated that by 30 June 1997 we will have reduced thallocated to provide help for students with disabilities and
State’s debt to $7.5 billion. That has not come about easilyearning difficulties. Two extra speech and language pilot
Considerable debt restructuring has occurred. There have alpoograms for preschoolers will be implemented to help reduce
been asset sales and elimination of waste. Some of those salke lengthy waiting list to enter existing programs.
and some of the process of eliminating that waste have been An extra $3 million has been allocated for external paint
particularly painful, sometimes for groups within the and repair programs for about 700 schools, as well as
community and sometimes for individuals within the preschools, throughout the State, and there will be an
community, and certainly the members of this Governmenéxpansion of the work of the highly successful learning
have felt much of that pain during the process. Some of thdifficulty support scheme to provide greater assistance for
decisions have not been easy, but now with the benefit aftaff working in secondary schools and addressing learning
hindsight, as we look back upon the past 3V2 years plus dfifficulties for their students. Extra funding will be allocated
progress, few can sensibly refute what has now been putinta 1998 to allow for the establishment of the Glenunga
place. International High School as the secondary school for
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students with high intellectual potential. Extra funding will  The good news list does not end there. There is also
be provided to cater for the establishment of a special interesignificant continuing expenditure for major sporting
high school for physical education in 1998. Another $3.75rojects. Every member of Parliament is delighted to see
million is provided for the Ready, Set, Go program and arthree particular sporting projects well and truly under way:
extra $100 000 for the bilingual assistance program, and sine Mile End athletics stadium; the Mile End netball
the list goes on and on for new initiatives and continuingcomplex; and the upgrade of the Hindmarsh soccer stadium.
successful initiatives in education. Those projects were procrastinated over by successive Labor

It is worth reflecting again on the success of theGovernments. They were promised but never showed up or
DECSTech 2001 strategy. The total commitment over the fulnever quite got there. They are being delivered under this
five-year period will be $75 million on computers for Government. Those projects will receive the financial
schools. By comparison, in its last budget, the Laboiconsideration that they have long awaited and richly de-
Government allocated $360 000 for computers in schools ifi€rved. Some $10 million will go into those key projects,
the information technology age. This Government is providincluding contributions from the sports involved, during
ing $75 million over five years. | challenge just one memberl997-98. The construction will not only provide much needed
of the Labor Party to stand up and decry that policy and, ifacilities but will transform the unsightly Mile End rail yards
so doing, volunteer their computing resources to otheinto significant State assets. | look forward to witnessing the
schools, and | think they will find that many other membersopening of those facilities by a Liberal Government and to
will grab that as well to ensure that their schools stay up witthaving the opportunity to see our athletes compete there.
the state of the art in technology. I am pa(ticularly dglighted not only by .the nature of the

| am very proud to have had a role in pushing for thebudget, by its statewide reception and by its reception in my
implementation of this funding program for schools, and | amelectorat(_a butalso by the deliverables for my electorate, and
confident that the $75 million allocation will continue to ! Should like to focus briefly on some of them. In health, we

grow even more in successive budgets as we move veRAve already received considerable benefit from previous
quickly into the era of information technology. udgets in the form of the new accident and emergency centre

at Flinders Medical Centre, the opening of which | was
leased to attend, for itis a fabulous, state-of-the-art facility.
he private sector also has under construction the new private
ospital wing at that centre.

Funding has continued into the new financial year in a
yumber of areas. The Government will diversify its provision
f mental health services by establishing one of two dual-
rug psychosis units at Flinders Medical Centre. This unit

I turn to the funding allocation for police. | am particularly
supportive of the major funding package and reorganisatio
and restructuring of the South Australian Police Force. In th%
two years that | was Police Minister, | made no secret of the
fact that | wished to see such a program implemented in thi
State, and we now have a new, energetic and enthusias

Police Commissioner. | have been impressed by what | hav
seen and heard, and | am confident that, with Commission Ll provide a safe and secure environment for young people

rl\]/I eae|(|; eyddihvgﬁ ghea\i/ﬁ :E: %‘gﬁgg ;':Vgr% gi%'%ﬂfirpﬁg;t?sergf f%eho _have a dual diagnosis of psychosis and drug abuge. Suph
needs into the new century. unit deS|gna_ted solely for young people has not existed in
. % L South Australia before, and this announcement means that

The recruitment campaign for an extra 100 police is welligh quality support care will be available for people in need.
and truly under way. | know that the recruitment office hasas someone who served for three years as a Correctional
beenllnunQated with appligants and | am confident that goodepyices Minister, | am well aware of the problems that
recruits will enter the Police Force through that programygychosis and drug abuse can cause. Many in our prison
There will also be 25 specialist support staff. We expect thalysiem suffer from that dual affliction, and | welcome the
the program will cost about $4.5 million in 1997-98. introduction of this unit at Flinders Medical Centre. Both

A good capital works program is continuing for the Police units, the other being at Glenside, will cost the Government,
Department, and | am pleased to see that under way. | knogombined, $1 million.

that, in my electorate, we have benefited considerably from Flinders Medical Centre operating theatres will also
the $10 million Sturt Police Centre that has been constructedeceive an upgrade as part of a $5 million, three year
providing not only a conveniently placed workplace but aprogram, and almost $1.3 million has been allocated in this
much better working environment for the officers placedbudget for those works. Further, an eye clinic will be
there. established at Flinders Medical Centre thanks not only to the
| turn also to the extra expenditure on the environmentGovernment’s contribution but also to some of the fine work
because it is a significant $10.2 million increase. Soma&one through the Lions Sight First Foundation. | take this
significant programs will be undertaken as a result of thipportunity to put on the record my recognition of and
funding. A long-term program to conserve parks and wildlifecongratulations to the Lions Club International, through its
will be launched, including an additional $2.5 million this South Australian groups, for the fine work it does in that area.
year, which will lift the total commitment to more than My electorate has also benefited significantly in education
$20 million. There is continued funding to clean up theterms, and | am delighted that the budget includes the first
Torrens, Patawalonga and other waterways. There is fundingpmponent of a $910 000 allocation for a performing arts
for the protection of Adelaide’s coastline, with a $5 million facility at the Hallett Cove R to 12 school. That school went
beach replenishment program, something which, as a membier year 12 as a result of a $3.875 million capital injection.
representing one of the most beautiful coastal areas dfhat component was completed in the financial year now
Adelaide, | am particularly pleased to see implemented. Anding, and a further capital injection of $910 000 means that
sum of $16.4 million has been allocated to the importanschool can have a much deserved, state of the art performing
management of the Murray-Darling River system, andart facility that will be well utilised by the students of the
continued funding will be spent to save the koalas orschool and also by the wider community. In previous budgets,
Kangaroo Island. | have also been fortunate to be able to procure for my
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electorate $3.76 million for the upgrade of the Brighton First, let us talk about the Glenelg foreshore development.
Secondary School. That upgrade is now completed, bar tHewill not discuss the possible environmental problems
usual building problems that have to be rectified—and theyssociated with it, but let us just talk about what Mr Olsen has
are only finer details—prior to occupation and use, and | looklescribed as the long awaited private sector investment at
forward to the opening of that facility, which will happen Glenelg worth a projected $85 million. In order to get that
soon. investment, the Government has to spend $7 million upgrad-

The Seacliff Primary School received $1.32 million in theing Glenelg harbor, $17 million at least for the Glenelg waste
past financial year for its upgrade, and | was pleased to atterwiater treatment plant, plus an estimated $10 million for the
the opening of that facility. Hallett Cove East Primary Schooloffshore boat launching facility at West Beach. That is
in the current financial year received $465 000 for additiona$34 million in public capital funding for an $85 million
houses and has received a further capital injection for thprivate sector investment and that does not take into account
enclosure of an open shelter area to a school hall, and | withe recurrent funding of $750 000 per year for sand manage-
look forward to attending the opening of that new facility in ment at Glenelg and West Beach.

a few weeks. Paringa Park Primary School has received much This is the sort of private sector development that the
needed capital works maintenance injections, totalling’remier sees as his flagship, as indicative of the sort of
$221 000. It will receive an initial $21 000 for its paint and development that this Government has got up and going. It
repair program, and further allocations will be made throughis indicative of the sort of development this Government has
out this budget. | have also been privileged to have thgot up and going because it depends on huge amounts of
opening of the new Woodend Primary School for my electorpublic funding. There is no private investor confidence in
ate. Absolutely no-one can look to my electorate and say thaouth Australia and that is largely the fault of this Liberal
education capital works has not been maintained. | recogniggovernment. Other States in Australia have come out of the
my electorate has done particularly well—in fact, probablyrecession, they have got things going, projects under way and
better than any of the other 46 electorates in the State—arigvestment happening, but itis simply not happening in South
my constituents appreciate that fact. Australia.

With regard to police in the local area, | mention the new Let us look at other private investment proposals. The
Sturt police centre, which is opened. The 165 operationalVoolworths shopping centre development at Hilton has
police will be joined by 18 new operational officers, as well stalled; the Gawler shopping centre development has stalled;
as three support staff, and they are a much needed addititime capital city development—
to the policing of my local area. The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:

The Opposition may well say that this is a good news MsHURLEY: Evenifit has not stalled, how long has it
budget, because an election is near. That is not a criticisntiaken to get going? This is a ‘can do’ Government that is
that is a statement of fact. An election may be near, but it isupposed to get things done. Those developments have taken
a good news budget, because we said we would reach tieany years to get up. This is not a ‘can do’ Government. This
target we have. | am proud and pleased to stand in this pladgovernment cannot point to its record. The capital city
and support this budget and to commend Treasurer Baker fgroject was announced with great fanfare by the Premier who
the fabulous job he has done for the past 3% plus years. said that we should not knock it. But this is a castle built in

the air without any demonstrable private investment. The

Ms HURLEY (Napier): If the Opposition said it was a development plan has been announced, but will we see it
good news budget, it invariably followed that by saying ithappen?
was also a bit of a hoax budget. In terms of capital spending, Today, the Premier talked about Adelaide 21 and the
that has been well demonstrated. A number of the Liberaledevelopment of the city. He proudly announced a series of
members—particularly before the election and even since—proposals which are nothing more than the appointment of
have stood up and said how it is the Government that can fimore committees and coordinators and proposals for further
the economy in this State, how it understands business amdviews as to what should happen in the city. Again, lots of
it can get things done. However, the successive budgets atalk but no action. We will have the appointment of a
the successive Government decisions have proved just tl@ordinator for Adelaide 21, the setting up of a City-State
opposite. forum and the setting up of an Adelaide 21 marketing

Business people in this State to whom | have spoken arauthority. All these bodies have been set up, costing money,
appalled by the trough into which the economy of Southyet nothing has happened.

Australia has sunk. They give no credit to this Government We have had so many plans, we have had so much
at all for any sort of budget—good news budget or electiorproposed, and this ‘can do’ Government can only set up more
budget or whatever. They are just waiting for South Australicommittees and coordinators. Then we have—admitting
to come out of this trough and to see something happen ifailure in some respects—the Government handing over the
this State. ‘Everything is dead flat’ is a phrase | hear condevelopment of the city to the MFP. This is the MFP which

stantly repeated around the place. Nothing is happening iwas designed to attract high-tech industries and to stimulate
this State and that is demonstrated by this budget. high-tech development in this State but which has now very

The Government is big on announcements but very lownuch merged into being a property developer and taking over
on action. Today, we had the Premier in Question Timehe functions of the Department of Urban Development. So,
talking about urban development in this State, but if we lookhis is an admission of failure on the part of the Government.
at the urban developments he has been able to announdkis twisting and turning and trying to find ways to make
most of which have not yet come to fruition, they overwhelm-things happen after 3% years of failure.
ingly depend on the injection of vast amounts of public Let us look also at what is happening in the area of
money to get them going. Developments such as Glenelgousing. The Government'’s projections show that housing
foreshore, Wirrina, Wilpena Pound and the National Winestarts will still be low compared to what had occurred by the
Centre have been announced. end of the Labor Government’s rule, despite a significant
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drop in interest rates in that time. So, this is a very pooprivate rental establishment services. This will create a good
record by the South Australian Government. The Bis-deal of difficulty for those people who are struggling to find
Schrapnel projections of property values for the forthcomindiousing. The people who are looking to buy a house are in
years show that prices will probably rise in the eastern Statdsouble, and those who are looking to rent a house are also in
while remaining steady or even going backwards in Adelaidetrouble. That is indicative of the troubles of the entire State.
This is fairly indicative of what is happening in this State. Another area that is of particular interest to me is local

Despite the low interest rates, we have high levels ofjovernment. Councils are still waiting for the implementation
unemployment and high levels of uncertain and casuabdfthe memorandum of understanding with local government
employment. A lot of the job creation that has gone on haghat this State Government signed when it first came to office.
been in the area of casual or part-time employment andhe amalgamations that have occurred have created larger
people are just not in a position to be able to buy houses aouncils, which are keen to take on more responsibility and
upgrade their houses. They are not prepared to take tritonomy. However, this Government has repeatedly refused
plunge, despite low interest rates. The imminent loss of théo allow those councils to take on that autonomy. It has done
Deposit 5000 scheme will not help that at all. | notice that thets best through amendments to the Local Government Act
Government will be lobbied on the continuation of thatand the boundary reform Act to try to reduce the responsibili-
scheme, and itis essential to the struggling housing industry and autonomy of councils. Fortunately, the Opposition has
in this State that the housing and construction area bkeen able to combine with the Democrats in the other place
maintained and that the Government takes some positii® impose some curbs and controls on that situation. In spite
action to ensure that happens—which it has been seemingbf the fact that a number of amalgamations have occurred,
reluctant to do, since itis about to abandon the Deposit 500there are a number of hot spots in the city area which have
scheme. very small councils and in which this Government has not

The Government is taking steps to reduce stamp duty fdoeen keen to intervene. Areas such as Walkerville, Prospect
first home buyers, but first home buyers are only a smalknd Burnside are still sitting on their own and not amalgamat-
segment of the market. We really need to look at injectingng in an orderly way.
some dynamism into the housing market—people moving up | turn now to my electorate of Napier, which has not fared
into different sorts of housing, into more expensive housingvell at all from this budget. My electorate, which is situated
and dragging the market up with them. But it will never doin the outer northern suburbs, has a strongly growing
that while the South Australian economy is in such direpopulation with a number of young families and, consequent-
straits. People are very concerned about their jobs and thdi, many demands on the public system with a need for
future and their children’s future. increased expenditure on infrastructure. The people of the

Let us also look at public housing. The budget shows thaborthern suburbs deserve more than has been given to them
a mere 75 new houses will be built by the South Australiann this budget. Their problems have been compounded by the
Housing Trust in the coming year. That is almost a joke. It isFederal Liberal Government budget. Federal funding for the
an appalling statistic and will do nothing to help the housingNorthern Suburbs Family Resource Centre has been trans-
market in this State; it will do nothing to provide any comfort ferred, and that centre will close because of those cuts.
to house builders. Quite apart from the fact that 75 new This reduced funding has been exacerbated by cuts to
Housing Trust houses will not help the housing constructhe CES and child care centres in the area. These cuts
tion— highlight the loss through previous budgets of the Para

Mr De Laine interjecting: Districts Counselling Service and CareLink which provided

Ms HURLEY: Yes, | was just about to come to that. | support for families in my area. Growing families in a fairly
thank the member for Price who, like all of us, knows alllow income area are in great need of such support. The
about this. There is a huge waiting list: around 40 000 peopleiberal Party has always made a great deal of the amount of
are waiting for public housing accommodation. That list issupport it provides to families but, when it comes to concrete
not growing any less, and yet the number of new Housingxpressions of that support, it is completely lacking.

Trust houses being built has dropped from around 1 000 Once again, as in the case of housing, it will mean that
when the Labor Party was in Government to 75 new houseshurches and charities will have to pick up a lot of the slack
| notice this in particular in my own area. Some of thein place of State Government funding. We know, because |
suburbs in my area are mostly Housing Trust and areas d¢fave complained bitterly, that they are very much feeling the
least demand, and the waiting lists have ballooned fronpinch because their funds and donations are extremely
something like a month for an attached house to six monthseduced. A number of organisations in the area used to be

So, people will find themselves in desperate straits in theiable to pick up a lot of extra support for families but are no
attempts to find decent housing, and that will place mordonger able to do so. These organisations include the United
pressure on church groups and charities which assist in th&ay, the Elizabeth Munno Para Community Fund (which is
provision of housing and which are already struggling to keemow the Playford Community Fund), the Anglican Mission
up because this Government has cut back dramatically cend various other churches and charities in the area. Again we
assistance for those sorts of groups. Many of those grougsee, as in previous budgets, those growing population areas
have almost thrown up their hands and got out of the housingf the northern suburbs almost completely left out of the
assistance market altogether. Those that have not are findifighding. We will pick up a few extra police, whom we badly
that their waiting lists are blowing out to extraordinary need, but we would desperately like some more.
proportions. Mr Venning: Thirty.

The Government has abandoned the poorer people of this Ms HURLEY: This is interesting. The Government says
State. It has also abandoned those people who, because thiegt it is 30, but | am advised that the number is 15, so | will
have not been able to succeed in getting a Housing Truste very interested to clarify this point. | understand that the
house, are turning to the private rental market only to fincElizabeth Police Station will get an extra 15 police officers,
that the Government has significantly reduced funding foand | am advised that it requires 12 police officers to staff one
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patrol car. This means that we will get one and a quarter extra As the Premier has stated, the State’s debt remains
patrol cars in the Elizabeth-Munno Para area. | am happy thainacceptable and our plan to reduce this debt is working. It
we have extra police. We were promised much more. It wass a realistic plan and we have before us a sustainable budget.
an election promise that we would see many more police oufrue, we have inflicted a fair bit of pain on the electorate, and
there. now is the time to ease that pain, even though the problem is

A number of people in my area would have voted Liberalfar from being solved. . _
in the last election—not enough, fortunately, to prevent my ~ Certainly, I have been very pleased with the allocations
being elected—and | am sure that they would be extremel{hat the Government has given my electorate yet again, after
disappointed at the Government's response in putting on su¢gceiving record amounts in the last budget. We have done
ameagre number of extra police. That is not the only electioiery well and for that | am most grateful, on behalf of my
promise that has been broken by this Government, and aftéfectorate. For Nuriootpa High School we see $1.2 million for
the next election no doubt it will be even more disappointect New building complex to replace relocatable buildings with

to find that more public assets will be sold and that extr€ight new classrooms and storage spaces, and that project is
taxation will be imposed on them. to start in December. The Barossa Valley Highway, which |

If one thing is glaringly obvious, it is that a Liberal share with the member for Light, has been allocated

Government has not helped families and, in particular, lowp2-> Million— o

income families that are struggling on a single income or a An honourable. member_mterjectlng.

breadwinner's income plus a bit of extra part-time or casua] M VENNING: Both sides of the road. He has the

work, which is characteristic of many of the families in my -yndoch end and I have the Nuriootpa/Tanunda end. This
area. They do not have the support in health, education
jobs. I know, because they have spoken to me aboutit. Th
are extremely disappointed in this Liberal Government. Nof" -~ Rt S
only are businesses disappointed but also individuals argF€INg the Government putting its priority there and the

families are extremely disappointed. They were offered mucfP@r0SSa is responding ten-fold. The Tanunda Primary School

by this Government, which has completely failed to deIiverprOje_Ct’ W_hiCh involve_s $4.4 million in expenditure, is
in so many key areas. starting this month. This afternoon | was very annoyed to

hear the Leader refer to the Tanunda Primary School, saying
f that the Government was being dishonest and resubmitting
Otéwe project for three years. The absolute truth of the matter—
nd | challenge any member opposite to say otherwise—is

document, for which | congratulate the Treasurer. We wer hat the delay has been caused purely by the local people

paying out more than $1 million per day more than we Werénr\mlqlr\(l)lgg;efgtsatl’ '?gﬁ%ﬁ;@naﬁzoc%\grhe:gbﬁgr':]g'Id the school
earning under Labor. This has now been totally addresse§™! P P :

However, members opposite have not addressed that. We The Government was keen to build this school two years
must still service the interest on the State debt, but we argJ°: and Opposition members know that but they are being

working within our budget and not paying out more than wevery cynical and untruthful. The Leader came into the House

: : : and accused the Government of being anything but honest
earn. Itinvolves basic economics. . . and straightforward. The words the Leader used this after-
The Government can now place more emphasis on putting,,n ' made me very cross. The Tanunda Primary School

funds into areas that have been hurting up until now:i?roject is starting this month because the people have decided

cent in the Barossa Valley, and that is why today we are

budget, now balanced and fully funded. It is a responsibl

particularly into health, education and police, who have beefhere they are going to build the school, and the Government
allocated a large share of this budget—a budget that is aj|;5 solved the environmental problems.

about jobs, jobs and jobs. Despite all the rhetoric from the " £ iher, we have a commitment of $2.5 million for the
Opposition—we have heard it all tonight and this afternoon—g 45553 valley Country Club. This commitment was

we are making good progress in these areas after years phearited from the previous Labor Government and this
decay under the former Labor Government. Because of thg,

enormous debt we inherited from Labor, it has not been easy,
but the Liberal Government has been responsible and kegl|q that the project is to start in September this year.

within its means. Certainly, it would have been so much ¢ girgwood Motor Museum, which is currently in the
easier to spend, spend and spend, but it would not have begpamier's electorate but which | hope will soon be in my

the responsible approach, so some tough decisions Wegciorate, is to receive $5 million for its upgrade. | am very
made, and we know all about them. However, we are no

. he benefits of th h decisi Vhleased about that because the expenditure is very timely. We
starting to reap the benefits of those tough decisions.  paye 5 great asset there and to maintain its status as the

Examples in this budget include an increase in th(TL;Jhremier motor museum in Australia we need to spend that
expenditure on health, and it is there for members to see. thoney.

involves a $45 million increase, for total spending in 1997-98 | welcome the $1.6 million that is to be spent on the
of $1 644 million, so that is a big increase. In education wecadell Prison, and in this respect | refer to the work done by
see a $72 million increase, with total spending for this yeathe Speaker, the member for Chaffey and me. We are pleased
of $1 287 million. Police is an area close to all of us, andthat we have been able to attract the $1.6 million, which will
there we see a $21 million increase in that area. guarantee the long-term future and viability of the Cadell
With respect to jobs, we have a $257 million capital worksTraining Centre/Prison.

increase for this year, with total spending of $1 291 million, We have seen $7 million more for the Morgan to Burra
sustaining 21 500 jobs across the State. The environment seesd. Nothing gives me more joy than to see that, Sir, because
an increase of $10.2 million and the launch of a long-termas you know it has been a project of mine since | first came
program to conserve parks and wildlife. into this place. That $7 million will complete the project late
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next year and will bring to a total of $19 million the alloca-  Also, on the weekend, the Deputy Premier (and | see that
tion for the Morgan to Burra road. | pay tribute to the memberhe has walked in) was present when we opened the Faith
for Giles, who is in the House this evening, for the work heConvention Centre in the Barossa. | invite members to take
did in bituminising small portions of the road betweenthe first opportunity to experience an excellent example of
Spalding and Booborowie when he was Minister. | believecooperation between the Government and private enterprise.
in playing the game fairly. At the time the Minister had a few The Government has put in $1.5 million over five years, and
dollars left over so that little strips of road were bituminisedthe remaining $4 million is to be raised by the local
two or three kilometres at a time. They added up, anddommunity. The Federal Government also contributed
eventually Booborowie was hooked onto a bitumen road. Th&500 000.
member for Frome, representing Booborowie, was there with It is a magnificent facility. In fact, it is arguably better
me the day we celebrated that it had a bitumen road. | warthan the Festival Theatre, considering its location and the job
to play the game fairly and give the previous Minister somat will now do for our premier tourism and music area. It is
credit. It was this impetus that probably led us on to bitumi-a magnificent asset and | challenge any member of the
nising the whole stretch, all the way from Morgan to Burra,Opposition to sit in that lovely auditorium, the Barossa
and | am very pleased about that. The Sturt Highway in th€onvention Centre, and marvel at what can be built for
electorate has attracted $4 million for an upgrade betwee$5.5 million. It looks like a $15 million project. | congratulate
Truro and Gawler, and that is certainly very timely. the school and the then Minister, the member for Bragg, the
I am sick of hearing the Opposition tonight saying that thisHon. Graham Ingerson. He received his accolade as his name
Government has had 3%z years of fabrication and 3%z of liesppears on the program, because | am conscious of the
The most tangible things that we in South Australia can selbbying that occurred at the time. | am sure it was the then
the Government working on—and we all use them—are ouMinister who had a few battles in Cabinet and he can be very
roads. | remind the House of the projects that this Governproud of what is there today.
ment has undertaken and completed in 3% years. Members That facility is two-thirds paid for and is a good deal for
should compare these 3% years with the previous 11 yeartie Government. | am sure that, not too far down the track,
and it is on the record for all to see, as follows: the Morgamressure would have been applied on the Government to build
to Burra road, 60 kilometres to be completed next yeara convention centre in the Barossa. Such facilities have been
Brinkworth to Blyth, 8 kilometres under way at the moment; built at Port Pirie, the Riverland and Whyalla and, | am sure,
Elliston to Lock, 72 kilometres under way; Kimba to Cleve, pressure would have been applied to build one in the Barossa.
55 kilometres under way; and Hawker to Orroroo, 68Itis there now and we got out of it very cheaply. | am also
kilometres under way. These are roads that the previoumware that the whole area is in need of a new hospital, and |
Government did not even want to know about; there was nam confident that, in the not too distant future, one will be
avote in sight for it, so it did not spend a cent on these roadsuilt.
We are doing the honourable thing. The same could be said | was astounded at the speech made by the Leader of the
of us, because these people are conservative voters, but Weposition this afternoon. | could not believe what | was
see ourselves as a credible and honest Government. hearing. | was probably very lucky to be present in this House
Further roads achievements are: Lucindale to Mount Burduring the last term of the previous Labor Government. |
North, 5 kilometres completed; Mannum to Bow Hill, 55 could not believe what | heard this afternoon. The Opposition
kilometres completed; Morgan to Blanchetown, 10 kilometresnust think that the people of South Australia are fools. Let
completed; Port Wakefield to Auburn, 4 kilometres com-us check the Opposition’s record. | was here and can
pleted; and Spalding to Burra, 7 kilometres completed. Theemember quite clearly asking the previous Minister, the now
member for Giles had something to do with the early stagesiember for Giles, to fund the Morgan to Burra road, which
of that last road. We have indicated that in the future we hopwas to cost $10 million, and that money was not there. We
to do the Booleroo Centre to Jamestown road, Bow Hill tchad just lost $60 million on the Scrimber project.
Walker Flat road, Burra to Eudunda road, Lucindale to Mount  The then Minister could do nothing but laugh about it, and
Burr road, Morgan to Blanchetown road and Snowtown tahat money just disappeared—3$60 million, just like that. A
Magpie Corner road. With these projects we can now drivdlick of the fingers and that money was gone. That project and
on these roads; they are tangible evidence that the Goverse many others were started by the previous Government. It
ment is out there spending money on capital assets that meatas doing things in which it should never have been in-
a lot to people living in those areas and creating local jobsvolved. The money was gone and we are now paying the
| always give credit where it is due, and the previousprice for those mistakes. | consider the current debt of this
Government completed one other project that | appreciaté&tate and put it against our income, as any member in this
that is, the dual highway between Adelaide and PorHouse would do when budgeting. Members look at their
Wakefield. It is the only thing which | can see and use andncomes and expenses and work out their budgets for the
which the previous Government gave us some value forear. They work out their viability and equity to debt and
because we see absolutely nothing for everything else it digéstimate what they can afford. Those same rules must apply
Also in my electorate | am pleased that we have continuingo this State.
expenditures towards a filtration plant, which will provide the  When | recall the debt with which we started, | am
Barossa Valley with filtered water. What a disgrace that th@bsolutely amazed that we were able to bring down a budget
premier tourism area of our State had dirty water coming ousuch as this. It has taken a lot of courage to do what we have
of its taps. It should have been the first area to get filterettad to do. We have put the squeeze on hospitals; | know that.
water, not the last. Again, it was a very cynical political | have been listening to the member for Elizabeth for nearly
exercise. Previous Governments did not see it as a prioritjwo years. Certainly, we have put the squeeze on. We have
That is more to the credit of our Government, because wput the squeeze on education; we have put the squeeze on the
could say that these people will vote for us anyway, but | anpolice; and we have put the squeeze on farmers. We have put
proud to be a member of a very honest Government. the squeeze on everyone. We have all paid the price for this
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situation. We have now released the screw a couple of turnSTATUTES AMENDMENT (COMMUNITY TITLES)
It is not off, but it is off a couple of turns. AMENDMENT BILL

All'l ask from the Opposition is a fair go. | ask members ) S ) )
opposite to consider where we have come from. Consider Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
what you did for the State because it is there for us all to sedMme-
Read theHansard Do not try to con people. Consider where
we have come from and what happened. Ultimately, the TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATION
previous Labor Government completely lost direction— (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
absolutely and totally. It was waiting for an election to get out N S
of trouble. The biggest disgrace was the election in 1989 Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-
when the Liberals, under our current Premier Olsen, won saent.
per cent of the vote but did not win the election. That was
South Australia’s greatest shame because, if we had won that
election, yes, we would still have had problems but they gocong reading debate resumed.

would not have been half the magnitude we found four years Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | found it interesting to hear

later. . the member for Custance say that during the term of the

This afternoon | listened to the Leader’s speech and previous Labor Government the people of South Australia
could not believe phrases such as ‘the budget of no hope, fiust have been fools to believe some of the things that were
jobs, no future, no strategy and no vision’. | could not believesaid then. | point out that this is very much what | thought in
that the Hon. Mike Rann could make comments such as thatelation to this budget when | heard it being delivered. |
considering that, when he was a member of the previoughought this Government must think people are silly if they
Government, he stood up and said, ‘If you elect a Liberakan believe what—
Governmgnt, you will lose the Grand Prix." When we check  MrVENNING: Mr Acting Speaker, | rise on a point of
back we find that he had already lost the Grand Prix. order. | did not say that at all.

Mr Clarke interjecting: The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! That is not

MrVENNING: Just check your calendar; he knew he had® point of order.
lost it. How dishonest can you get? How do you believe it? Ms STEVENS: As a matter of fact, the very next
Anyway, | get on pretty well with the honourable member.morning, Friday morning, | needed to get more petrol and |
I like him in his current position, because he is a great ass@g@lled in at my local petrol station in Elizabeth. The propri-
for us. The Deputy Leader knows that his time will come; itetor immediately said to me, ‘They must be joking if they
will just be a matter of when he wants it. | am sure that hethink we will believe that. | was pleased to hear that because
does not want to move up there now because it is a verjpdeed this budget is a hoax. Itis a stunning deception of the
difficult position. But | know what my people have to say people of South Australia and, obviously, it is designed to
about it; they are quite happy. The Leader then said thegoften the electorate for a forthcoming election. It was
people have to be gullible to swallow this budget. Just checkiteresting also to hear the member for Custance talking
the polls. The credibility of members opposite has no@bout the pain that we all had to suffer. The honourable
increased by even 1 per cent. Our polls may have sufferegember mentioned that he had listened carefully over the
somewhat but | am sure that we will get it back. We are stillpast couple of years to all these matters concerning health,

APPROPRIATION BILL

over 50 per cent— education, police and so on. The problem with all this is that
Members interjecting: \t/tl]grli):(ljn has not been worth it because the strategy has not

Mr VENNING: | am confident that | will be back here
with most of my colleagues after the election, probably to be,

held in February or March next year—uwith perhaps one op v ment and jobs because certainly in my electorate that is

tvlvo fev(\;er_a; mr(])st. rI]ESutGmost of us \r’]Vi” Zti”l_be hderle. ! amhthe biggest issue of all. After the promise of an additional
pleased with what the Government has delivered. | give t EO 000 jobs per year, we find that the Government is in

Treasurﬁr all crkedit. we argdverl))/ lucky t% h%ve a cf&apd'_s#c ficit to the tune of 50 000 jobs. In the northern suburbs the
as Stephen Baker on our side, because he has made difficlif 4tion i very bleak. | know it is not the only place in South

decisions and has not tried to make a good fellow of himselfy  syrajia where that is the case but that is where my elector-

He has been tough not only on the people of South Australig;q is and where my concern is greatest

EUI ﬁn ustaslfoltli?gyes ngtfln? tLeiSC:UI}(\:IeShfi?; ?uﬁ e:etéti?rﬁ:es. In South Australia we know the unemployment rate was
€ nas stuck at his job, and for this { give uiicredit. In g 7 per cent in April, the highest in Australia, and youth

IhIS tm;'f h? Tlas t%ke]f‘ a;a'lf bit of ﬂa;]k. mbm(;)re ways than Oneunemployment 42.1 per cent, a tragedy. The Leader of the
pay him fu f:re !t o_r elivering this budget. Opposition also raised the issue of under employment, being
Mr Clarke interjecting: at arate of 20 per cent. That is a hidden statistic. It relates to
Mr VENNING: |have a conscience; | sleep well at night. the people in our community who would wish to work more
As members opposite know, | am not a man who deals imours if they could only get them. The point is that we have
untruths, deceit or dishonesty. | stick to my word every timegone backwards instead of forwards and the major strategy
The proof is there for the people of South Australia. They carf this Government, namely, to increase jobs and employment
see that in 3% years we have almost achieved the impossible.our community, has failed.
| know that the people of South Australia like this budget. This s the issue of most concern and why people say that
The pundits like it as do the economists. Even our knockerthis budget really offers no hope for the future, because that
find it very difficult to attack it credibly. | commend the means providing jobs and giving our people something to
budget to the House. look forward to. That does not mean casual jobs but jobs

The financials have been outlined previously by other
embers on this side, but | would like to talk about unem-
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which will sustain them and which will mean that they canthat. | will not go into details except to obviously agree and
plan for the future, borrow money, buy houses and buy goodeiterate that this is a hoax and that this sum has been arrived
at shops. That s the sort of society and community we wanft simply by adding together all the projects that were not
and that is not happening in South Australia. carried through in prior years.

The Government's answer to this situation was, first of all,  Interestingly, in preparing for this speech, | looked up the
the youth employment strategy, but | note again, onlybudget estimates for last year and noticed again in terms of
$3 million for 500 traineeships—a drop in the ocean. It alschealth and capital works spending some familiar names on
used the capital works budget and tried to call it an employthe list, including the Marion Community Health Centre, the
ment strategy. This has been shown to be a complete hoaXprthern Community Health Centre, the Modbury Hospital
a farce. It will do nothing in relation to the creation of long- upgrade, the Daw Park Repatriation Hospital and the Queen
term sustainable job growth for the future and that is eElizabeth Hospital psychiatric unit. They were all there, and
concern and a real failing of this Government. they are all there again, so let us not talk about—

The second issue is education. As explained earlier, if we Mr Becker interjecting:
take out the increase in resources required to cover the Ms STEVENS: If it happens every time, as the member
teachers’ pay rise, we are left with an increase of jusfor Peake says, let the Government be honest about that and
$9 million before inflation to cover all the other costs let us not pretend that all of a sudden we will be undertaking
involved in the education portfolio. This is an increase of just gigantic $122 million capital works program this year. That
over 2.5 per cent, just enough to keep up with inflation. Was dishonest in the extreme. It has not happened yet, so why
can balance this against the fact that over the past three yeatsould it happen this year, just prior to an election? People
the total cumulative dollars taken from the education portfolicare not silly. They realise that this is electioneering.
has been $137 million. | am particularly concerned about the Lyell McEwin

We have seen this occur in many areas, includindHospital upgrade. People in the northern suburbs are angry
increased class sizes and that terrible decrease in schawoid disappointed about what has happened in relation to the
support officers. We have seen cost shifting occurring fronLyell McEwin Hospital. In last year's budget it was listed as
two directions: first, from Federal Government funds that ga $28.5 million project, and a small amount, | think about
to disadvantaged schools for particular programs supposed$4 million, was allocated to be spent this year. That money
designed to enhance the learning of students in those schodf&as not been spent this year. In this year's capital works
We have seen those schools—and | have a number of thepnogram, the column that indicates the total amount of money
in my electorate—having to use that Commonwealth moneyo be spent on the Lyell McEwin Hospital states simply ‘Not
simply to replace the school services officer positions cut byavailable’, so we have no forward estimate of the total
the State Government. There have been no additionamount to be spent on the Lyell McEwin Hospital or any
programs. They have had to decrease those progranmgication of over how many years the project will take place.
because— Allit says is that $2.8 million will be spent this year with no

The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: definite time line for anything else. That is a great

Ms STEVENS: What | am saying is true. The Minister disappointment.
for Primary Industries shakes his head and seems to suggest The Minister for Health makes great play about saying
that this is not happening. Itis happening, certainly in schoolsiow bad Labor’s record was in relation to the refurbishment
in my area, where disadvantaged school program funds hawé hospitals, yet he has not done anything about it himself.
been used to replace the loss of school services officerdlow that he is in the chair, he is very keen to criticise; yet he
especially in areas with literacy and other student suppottas done nothing to change matters, either. People in the
functions. north are very concerned about the Lyell McEwin Hospital.

The other area of cost shifting that has occurred markedlindeed, they have always been concerned about an amalga-
over the last three years is that impacting on parents. Agaimation with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital because they have
we have seen pressure involving school fees, where schoaéways felt that it was about saving the Queen Elizabeth
have been forced to pass the cuts from the State Governmdrbspital rather than providing a first-class health service for
onto the parent community. There have been instances whetlge growing northern suburbs. This decision simply reinforc-
parent fees have been used to fund school service offices that feeling. We have had no positive news about just what
positions. All of this is the legacy of that $137 million which will happen to that hospital in the north.
has just disappeared from the education budget. | should also like to refer to the Northern Community

The Government has introduced the DECSTech 200Health Centre. As | indicated, that was mentioned in the last
computer scheme. Itis only just now that school communitiebudget and it has been mentioned this time. | know that there
are realising how much they will be up for in trying to put is still procrastination about where that community health
that scheme in place in their schools. Those costs have beeantre is to be sited. Atthe end of last year | spoke personally
largely shifted to school communities. That sort of thing will to the Premier about this matter. | hoped that the issue would
certainly impact heavily on all the schools in my electoratebe resolved and that the site for the community health centre

| turn now to the area of health. As the Leader outlinedwould be decided upon. However, just last week | heard that
earlier today, in cash terms there is an increase of $35 millioarguments are still going on about where the centre is to be
in the health budget this year. In real terms, taking inflatiorsited, let alone about how to spend the money.
into account, this is only $3 million. We need to balance that | also know that the Playford City Council is ready with
against the cumulative reduction in health funding over theéhe land, which it bought after the removal of a high rise
last three years of $209 million. | guess that means simplyHousing Trust apartment block, and hoped to arrange with the
that we are actually $206 million behind in that area. South Australian Government for the community health

The Minister for Health made reference to the giganticcentre to be built on that land, but still it is not finalised. What
$122 million capital works program which was the centre-is going on? Why is it taking so long? Why are we still seeing
piece of the health budget. | think | have said enough abouto action on a very important project?
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Further, in relation to the health budget, | refer to theGovernment has a long way to go just to come up to what it
Minister's crowing about the fact that we have increasegromised at the last election. | will continue my remarks
activity in our hospitals. | mention this because in Questiorduring my grievance speech.

Time today the Minister referred to something that | said

some time ago at a public forum. He was right in quotingme Mr BECKER (Peake): Contrary to the nonsense and
but he quoted only part of what | said, which is common formischief being peddled by the Opposition, this is a doing
him. | said that | would argue that the delivery of more budget. Itis doing something for South Australia, and it will
services is not a positive outcome as such: indeed, increaseet the framework for the future of young South Australians.
hospital activity is not necessarily a measure of good health makes me absolutely furious to think that certain sections
outcomes for a community, and | stand by that. of the media in this State are accepting the nonsense being

Mr Becker interjecting: peddled by members of the Opposition. Let us consider the

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! If the member for situation when we took office in December 1993. There was
Peake wants to remain in the Chamber, | suggest that e $300 million deficit on the Consolidated Account of the
listen in silence. State. In other words, in the last financial year of the oper-

Ms STEVENS: The Minister did not mention that, when ations of the Lynn Arnold Government—the legacy that we
| addressed that forum, the health professionals who largeiypherited—it ran Treasury into a debt of $300 million.
made up the audience cheered. They, too, acknowledge thaecause of the progress and the development undertaken in
we do not recognise health outcomes broadly just on th&outh Australia by the current Liberal Government, we have
number of people coming out of hospital. The big health careeen tax collections alone improve by several hundred million
issues for people in this State are going into hospital, comingollars simply because of the confidence that is being shown
out too quickly and not having community based services inn South Australia.
place. There are no rehabilitation services and there is no | want to remind members that in 1993-94 land tax was
support for people when they get out of hospital. People havestimated at $78.3 million. This financial year we hope to
to go back to hospital because they have been discharged toollect $137.9 million. You do not collect that sort of money
early. They are the issues. They are significant issues @h nothing: you collect it because something is happening.
concern to people in South Australia involving our healthin the gambling area, commission on bets, licence service
system, in particular our mental health services. When wéees, small lotteries and applications were estimated at
look at the total picture, we see it is clear that $209 million$3.8 million; this financial year it will be $3.2 million. The
out of the health system has made a significant hole angontribution from the Casino operations will go from
raised many problems for many people. $16.6 million in 1993-94 to $18.1 million. The contribution

I would like to commend the Government for a couple offrom gaming machines in licensed premises will go from
initiatives in terms of the health budget, and | have done thi§8.7 million to $149.9 million.
before. First, 1 would like to commend it for the rural  The hospital fund contribution from the lotteries is coming
enhancement scheme. This is a good initiative, but it needdown from $73 million to $45.8 million because of the
to be part of a wider strategy. It will not work on its own. impact of poker machines. | will explain the reason for these
Getting doctors into the country is not just about paying thentollections shortly. In relation to the Totalizator Agency
more; it is a broader than strategy that. It is about profession&@oard, $23.5 million was estimated in 1993-94 and that will
support, career pathways, and having places where they ahd $14.3 million because we have had to inject further
their families can live and be happy. | have spoken withmoneys into the racing industry to assist that very vital
the AMA about this initiative, and it told me that it had not industry which was left to run down by the previous Labor
been consulted about the matter. It indicated that it would\dministration. The horseracing industry was one of the
have liked to say quite a few things about this strategy, bugreatest industries in South Australia until we lost all the top
it was not even consulted. That is something we should ndtainers to interstate.
be surprised about, given the way this Minister runs this The collections from other moneys is about $200 000 this
portfolio. financial year compared with $150 000, and the recoup for

| also congratulate the Government on the $2.5 million sethe recreation and sport fund is $200 000 this financial year
aside with the aim of reducing the prevalence of smoking byompared with $550 000 in 1993-94. Payroll tax in 1993-94
20 per cent over five years. | am pleased that the Governmewas estimated at $493.9 million; this year itis $639.7 million.
has followed through on the agreement it made to accept thEhe Government must be doing something right if it can
Opposition’s initiative for the $2.5 million per year from the increase the payroll tax because of increased employment and
increased taxation revenue from the tar tax that we debatdte increase in wages in South Australia—

a few months ago as part of the Tobacco Products Regulation Mr Clarke interjecting:

Bill. I was cynical enough to think that it might not carryit ~ Mr BECKER: Despite all the nonsense that the Deputy
through. However, | was pleasantly surprised to see that lteader peddles around the State, the State has not increased
had been included in this budget. | will certainly be pursuingpayroll tax: we are receiving a higher contribution because
details of that during Estimates. of the employment activity. The financial institutions

With regard to the police budget, | was pleased to see #ansaction tax was $56 million in 1993-94; this year it will
restructure of the Police Force which will provide morebe $60.1 million. The financial debits tax and financial
officers to the northern suburbs. However, | make the poininstitutions duty will increase from $65.3 million to
that the 100 extra police announced today is a start, but w&77.4 million in the same period. Stamp duties in 1993-94
still need to understand that it is 100 fewer than when Labowas $375 million; we estimate that we will now collect
left office, and 300 fewer than the Government promised. [$410.9 million. In relation to the business franchise levy, the
is really important for all communities in South Australia to Electricity Trust was estimated to contribute $43.1 million in
feel safe and protected, and the visible presence of police K993-94; this year it will be $10.6 million because we have
a hugely important thing to do in achieving this. This reduced by 5 per centthe levy from the Electricity Trust. Gas
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was $9.4 million and will be about $9.6 million this financial ~ This afternoon we debated a matter of urgency in the
year; liquor will increase from $44.3 million to $51.4 million; House and the Opposition—the knock knock Opposition—
petroleum from $144.6 million to $162.2 million; and tobaccowas again very critical of some of my colleagues in Canberra.
from $179 million to $243.2 million. | contacted Chris Gallus and said, ‘Chris, what did you do?

That indicates the economic activity in those areas. It i¥Vhat happened in Canberra yesterday?’ and she said, ‘Here
very important to remember the collections that the State hd§ Crean putting up the stunt motion, as usual, in knocking the
received. In 1993-94 we collected $75.9 million from Federal Government for not doing anything constructive for
SAGRIC, State Bank and SGIC special payments to the Stat&0uth Australia in relation to the motor car tariffs.” She said,
We had to make up that $76 million for a start and we haveRemind the Labor Party that under the Button plan (remem-
had to make up those sums. In 1993-94 we estimated {eer Button, 4 foot 9Y2) the tariff was reduced from 57 per cent
collect $1691 million; this year we will collect t015percent.
$2 034 million. Because of the economic activity in the State  Mr Foley interjecting:
we have increased the income. We have had to absorb other Mr BECKER: No, he did not.
taxes to pay off the $300 million that we inherited that no-one  Mr Foley: He did.
knew about. When we went into the 1993 election campaign The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
everything was rosy. The Labor Party told the people of Mr BECKER: He created a situation where domestic
South Australia that there was no need to worry and that theiotor car sales dropped from 84 per cent to 47 per cent. That
finances of the State were in good hands. The Labor Parig certainly saving the car industry! Did you know that Ford
implied to the people of South Australia that there was navas committed to the Caprice motor vehicle? It had to make,
financial problem, that we could live with the $3.5 billion manufacture and sell 30 000 cars for export to get credit
debt. But no-one knew that there was $300 million debt thabenefits. And it failed: unfortunately, it was unable to do it.
we had to pick up. We have picked that up steadily over fou0 | do not know how the Labor Party can boast and carry on
years. Not a bad sort of an effort! about the car industry. We saw this in tAdvertiserof 31

It has been hard going and it has been tough, and veyl&y:

oo T g, . And pro-tariff Liberal MPs, Ms Jeanes and Ms Chris Gallus,
difficult decisions have had to be made by the Adm'n'Strat'or%?sterday accused advocates of further cuts of making uninformed
to cover those figures. But at least we have been able #atements about protection in other countries. Ms Gallus said it was

achieve several objectives, one of which was to reduce therong to praise the United States over its zero tariff on passenger
$8 548 million debt from 1993-94. We have reduced that to/ehicles when it maintained a 25 per cent on pick-ups and a quota
something like $7 500 million at the present moment, and ’i-%” Japanese vehicles entering the US.

is coming down. There has been increased economic activity"€ Jeanes, the Federal member for K‘“QS“’U' has worked
and a regurgence of confidence in the State—small as so grd. | refer to that part of the budget speech which states that

people may think it has been, it has been much greater th 19?7-98twe can Ict)ok fcgwatri?;? sitgnli.ficantddft\w/etlogment |
many people are prepared to give credit to the curre pv?s mﬁn prospe_;:t Sd"t1 tﬁuc us r%'a' an 3 eget[]a
Government for. You can do what you like with the figures, otors has committed to the Lommodore upgrade and the

but they prove one thing: if there is increased economi@ eduction of a new Vectra model motor car.
activity, your collections go— Therefore, we expect every member of this House and

L every person in Australia to support General Motors-
An honourable member interjecting: Holden’s by buying and driving its vehicles and helping to
MrBECKER: Don'ttalk aboutinflation: itis 1 per cent retain jobs in South Australia. We should do all we can to

or something in South Australia. So it means nothing. Theupport that company. This is a ‘doing’ budget: it is doing

point is that interest rates are now low, therefore our interesfomething for the benefit of South Australia. The Treasurer
commitments are coming down. We have had to cull excessaid that we will see the construction of a major electricity
staff in certain Government departments—and there wageneration facility; the construction of a second continuous
excess staff in all sorts of organisations. We brought ircast by BHP at Whyalla; the upgrade and expansion of the
management teams to control some of the Governmemasminco smelter facilities at Port Pirie; the construction of
departments. By doing that, the business enterprises whigicomputing resource centre by EDS Australia Pty Ltd; and
were previously heavily subsidised by the State are nowhe significant expansion of capacity in respect of the
making worthwhile contributions to the State Treasury. Soaquaculture, horticulture and winery industries. They are just
the State has now been put back onto a financial footing thabome of the developments that are starting to take place in
from herein will be much easier for its development andsouth Australia. They prove that South Australia is doing
progress. The savings will now start to flow to Southsomething for the benefit of this State and the whole of the

Australia and will now come through in the benefits. country.

As the Treasurer said when he delivered his speech on In my electorate there is a company that exports sand to
Thursday 29 May, we are looking forward to a period ofChina. You do not read about that in the media; you do not
confidence and significant development in 1997-98. Heead the good news. There is another company that exports
mentioned Western Mining’s $1.5 million upgrade of thetechnology in relation to heavy duty cranes to South-East
Olympic Dam operations, which must have a tremendougésia. There are small companies, medium-sized companies
impact on the State budget; the continuation of significanand large companies. If members visit the Torrensville area,
petroleum and mineral exploration activities; the $20 million,they will see that, since | have been the local member,
which has been invested in the study of the West Coast dhdustrial development in that location has expanded
South Australia for mineral development opportunities, hasignificantly.
paid off three-fold—something like $60 million has been  This budget highlights several other issues and benefits for
committed to research and development in that area; artie western suburbs. The capital works program is one of
General Motors-Holden's Automotive Ltd Commodore imagination, of doing something for South Australia and the
upgrade and production of a new Vectra model motor vehiclevestern suburbs. The Glenelg West Beach Development is
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to receive about $48 million—$26.7 million this financial ~ Mr Caudell interjecting:
year. This is something that the member for Elizabeth does Mr BECKER: Asthe member for Mitchell says, ‘Do it.
not understand. There is the total cost estimate of the projedtle is dead right. For the benefit of the member for Elizabeth,
and then there is a certain amount of funding for this year refer to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital intensive care/high
perhaps next year and the year after. It is the seed fundirdependency upgrade. | forget how many times | have been to
that gets projects going. Under the Dunstan, Corcoran aritie Queen Elizabeth Hospital—and | will not go into the
Bannon Governments, | well remember the Ministers forreasons, except to say that | have been terribly disappointed
Public Works explaining that the first $500 000 may be forabout the way the Labor Party over 11 years let that hospital
seeding, drafting and preparing the documentation, and in thein down. The staff, management, the nurses and everybody
next year you might see a little bit of money come throughassociated with the hospital have done a wonderful job. They
for construction, and in the third year the whole of thehave worked under the most trying conditions over the past
project, depending on its size, might be finalised. Thesé&l years, and their dedication, devotion and duty to service
projects and estimates go on for some considerable timeas been is unsurpassed.
because of the lead time. It depends on when the Government At long last we will spend $5.5 million—$2 million this
or the department wants to make the announcement and tear, commencing in July and hopefully being completed by
progress that is made in bringing those projects to fruition.December 1998—to upgrade the critical care facilities of the
There is nothing hidden or cynical about putting theseQueen Elizabeth Hospital site, involving the collocation of
figures forward in the budget estimates as we have, becauiee high dependency unit alongside the intensive care unit
we have seen the lack of activity by the previous Laborand the relocation of the physiotherapy and occupational
Government. | well remember an occasion when Dunstan wakerapy departments. The member for Elizabeth gave us no
answering a question as to why the capital works progranaredit for that—he just knocked, knocked, knocked. It is a
was underspent. He said that it was underspent because it wasnderful start down there, apart from all the other things
a very heavy winter and, because of the wet conditionshat have been done by this Minister—somebody who
construction could not commence. You would ask yourselfinderstands the importance of providing quality patient care
what was going on. In the next year the capital worksat a level we can afford.
program would be overspent and they would be in debt. We get to the Glenelg waste water treatment plant, minor
When you asked the Minister, he would say that it wagehabilitation and miscellaneous works, $10.9 million, with
because there was no rain that year, that there had beer$800 000 being spent this year. It is going on about us. If the
drought, so more money was spent on construction. member for Taylor wants to complain about the smell of the
The budget estimate documents are exactly that: they aolivar treatment works, | point out that for six years we
budget estimates. They set out a program of what is proposéthve had to put up with the stink at the Glenelg sewage
to occur, including approximate dates. The member fotreatment works. Ms Lenehan predicted that and was going
Elizabeth should not get too excited. She is a school teachen do all sorts of things, including putting a thumping great
so she does not understand and probably never will, butgipeline out to Bolivar to get rid of the smell.
hope that one day we might be able to teach her. The Public Works Committee, when reporting on the
| am delighted that in the budget there are certain allocationgipeline, warned that in no way would the new pipeline
that will help my electorate as well as the electorate ofemove the smell; nor could it guarantee it. So, with all the
Hanson. The Athletics Stadium is estimated to coshoo-ha we have had about the smell in the suburbs, we have
$8.3 million this year, and to finish the project there will be had the problem down there and had to live with it for five
expenditure of $1235000. That project has progressegears. The Labor Party did nothing about it—
extremely well. In my electorate, there is the Hindmarsh Ms White interjecting:
Soccer Stadium redevelopment (stage 1) at a cost of MrBECKER: You created the bloody thing: that is what
$8.6 million, with $560 000 to be spent this year. This is aannoys me. Labor created the stink because it did not want
joint private/public sector redevelopment of the westerrto put the stuff out to sea. We have to live with it and now we
grandstand of the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium to provide are trying to fix it. It will cost us millions of dollars. Let us
facility capable of holding international events. When thedo it and get on with the job—it is a good budget.
whole project is completed, it will be magnificent and The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
beautiful, the pride of the country and comparable withmember's time has expired. | call on the Deputy Leader of the
anything that one would see in Europe, bearing in mind th@pposition.
size and type of city. We will be very proud of the soccer
stadium. Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Itis
The Football Park scoreboard will receive $3 million always a pleasure to follow the member for Peake because in
funding—the member for Hart should be absolutely delightedomparison whoever follows him always sounds like a
to see ‘Port Power’ up on the electronic scoreboard. That wilstatesman.
be a great contribution to the State. Watch out for the An honourable member interjecting:
Crows—they are going well at the moment. | will give full ~ Mr CLARKE: | will do my best to disabuse people of
credit to Port—they are doing a wonderful job. that notion. | notice that on the day of the budget’s being
The Hindmarsh soccer stadium, stage 2, will receivehanded down, at the end of the Treasurer’s speech, a number
$16.2 million, and some $7.7 million will be spent at the of members, including you, Sir, got off their seats, went
stadium this financial year. That is helping us bid for someacross to the Treasurer, clapped him on the back and said,
of the teams for the 2000 Olympics. We hope to lift the'What a magnificent job you have done as Treasurer of this
profile of soccer and the importance of soccer in South Wé&tate'—such a magnificent job that barely 12 of you could
are getting on and doing something. This is what everybodbe bothered to vote for him as the Deputy Leader of the
in South Australia has been saying to us: ‘For goodness saltéberal Party in November last year. That is how much the
do it’ That is what we have to do. overwhelming majority of members of the Liberal Party in
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this place thought of the Treasurer: when you had th@asmania as part of the national average.” That shows how
opportunity of showing your gratitude for the hard grafting low the goals of this Government are. The Government has
work that you say he has done over almost the past four yeasbandoned any notion of employment.
in presenting a budget to the State Parliament, you knifed him Let us also look at public sector employment. Since
in the back at the very moment of his crowning glory. This1992-93, this State has spent $962 million in redundancy pay,
happened at the very moment he was predicting a budg&918 million of which has been spent since the Brown
surplus for next year, and we all know that is a hoax.Government came into office. We have spent almost
Nonetheless, that is how you rewarded your hard working1 billion to put people out of work. The State taxpayers have
Treasurer. spent nearly $1 billion in sacking people from the public
The only criterion for this budget and that of the Howardpayroll. Is that not a magnificent record of which any
Government budget last month was the issue of jobs. Th&overnment could be proud? Since the financial year
current Premier has spoken a great deal about creating jo#$92-93, 17 024 full-time equivalent State public sector
in this State and he has failed miserably. We need look onlgmployees have been given the sack. Some 16 162 of those
at the acknowledgment of his Treasurer last week in th&TEs were sacked during the Brown-Olsen Administration
interview after the budget when he admitted that his Governef this State. This Government wonders why the retail trade
ment was abandoning the Brown Government’s pledge ah this State, our housing industry and the whole economy of
creating 20 000 jobs a year over the next 10 years, commethis State are so flat, when 16 162 full-time equivalent public
cing from their election in December 1993. servants have been given the chop, the overwhelming
We also see that the Premier has abandoned any thoughgjority of whom live within the Adelaide metropolitan area.
of making any inroads whatsoever into this State’s unemployA great number of them worked in the CBD area and, if the
ment, and indeed he forecasts a rise in unemployment if¢tail traders wonder why they cannot sell their goods in their
South Australia. One has only to look at the budget paperstores in the CBD area, it is because the workers are no
handed down last week because the Premier, in a prefgnger there earning the money.
interview on 17 May in that fiercely independent journal—  When he was talking about Australian National and the
otherwise affectionately known as the ‘Tiser—was reportectlosure of the workshops at Port Augusta, the Liberal
as follows: member for Grey, Barry Wakelin, said that it is not such a
Mr Olsen said his Government aimed to have the State'$ad thing to sack 500 people; they will get their redundancy
unemployment rate reach the national average by 1998-99. pay and spend it in the local community. That is absolute
The Premier knew when he gave that interview that he wagonsense. Research shows overwhelmingly that, when
speaking a falsehood because he knew what was in the budg@érkers take redundancy pay, they do not go out and spend
papers. | refer to Financial Paper No. 1, page 3.2, table 3iiin the stores on new white goods, cars, carpets or clothes:
and the heading with regard to the State Treasury’s predighe first thing they do is pay off their mortgage, which
tions for employment growth. In Australia employment consumes most of their redundancy pay. That money goes
growth on average is predicted to be 2.25 per cent imback to the banks in the Eastern States: it is not circulated
1999-2000 but in South Australia only 1.5 per cent. Grosgack within the local community, so that is absolute non-
state product for South Australia is expected to grow by 3 pegense. So, the overwhelming majority of that $918 million—
centin 2000 but the Australian average is predicted at 3.5 pefimost $1 billion—was not spent in the local community:
cent for the same year. $918 million was sent back to the banks through mortgage
The State budget's figures gives the lie to the Premier'sepayments and so to the Eastern States rather than used here
prediction of a reduction in unemployment levels to theto produce wealth and jobs.
national average by the turn of the century. There is no way We will deal next with the police for a few moments. The
on this earth that South Australia can even match the nationg&lolice Minister—'the hapless Deputy Premier’, as very aptly
average of unemployment levels unless we grow far greatefescribed by the Premier's new policy adviser in these
than 3 per cent, which is far more than what is predicted bynatters, Alex Kennedy, to whom | alluded earlier today—
the Treasurer’s own experts in the field. The Premier and hiseralds the fact that there are 100 new police on the beat.
entire ministry know this. True, | exclude his backbenchersvhen | read the front page of thelvertisera few weeks ago
from knowing this because they know nothing; they havewhen this budget item was leaked to the media—no doubt by
learnt nothing in their 3% years in this place, and they willthe Deputy Premier—it took a fair bit of imagination to
never learn anything about dealing with the economy. understand what th&dvertisermeant by ‘200 more feet on
Ms White interjecting: the beat’. Of course, every policeman or policewoman | know
Mr CLARKE: As the member for Taylor interjects, the has two feet, so it works out at 100 extra police officers,
fact is that backbenchers in this place know nothing aboulthough theAdvertiseris trying to put a nice spin on it for
unemployment, except that many of them will experience iits friends in the Liberal Government to try to create the
at the end of this year. That is one certain fact. The Premigmpression of 200 new police officers.
and his ministry knew that, when it came to unemployment The fact is that, as of today, there are 250 fewer sworn
projections, his predictions and public comments to the publipolice officers in the Police Department of South Australia
of South Australia that South Australia would be at least ughan there were when Labor left office in 1993. Replacing
to the national average of unemployment were a falsehood.00 extra police officers is a response to every backbencher’s
What an appalling indictment for any Government to sayconcern in this Parliament, that is, community anxiety about
‘We will guarantee that our State’s unemployment will be upsafety and the concern that the cuts to the Police Department
with the rest of the States.’ They do not aim to claim that wehave been too severe. It is a panic reaction, but it is still 150
will have a lower level of unemployment than the rest ofsworn police officers fewer than when Labor left office in
Australia or an unemployment rate better than the rest 0£993, and 350 police officers fewer than promised by the then
Australia. They merely said, ‘We aim to be mediocre; we will Leader of the Opposition and now Minister for Industrial
just be with the rest and we do not mind being tacked on wittAffairs at that election.
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We also hear of plans by the Minister and the Policellusion of activity and jobs in response to election polls
Commissioner to reallocate duties in police stations towhich show that this Government is doing very badly. The
supposedly, put more police back on the beat. That means @overnment backbenchers should have a bit more spine. As
civilianise some of the functions carried out by sworn policesoon as they had one bad poll at the end of last year they had
officers in police stations. That sounds all very well at firstto replace the Premier of the day. He was knifed in the back,
blush but, if you have just been raped, if you have jusinotwithstanding the fact that on that published opinion poll
suffered an assault, or if you have just been a victim of dhe then Premier would have won an election with a majority
burglary and go to a police station to report the offence, yowf about 28 seats. But at the first whiff of grapeshot they shot
do not want to talk to a 21-year-old clerk who has had nahrough.
experience in police matters: you want to talk to a sworn Since they elected their new Premier, what have they got?
police officer who knows the ropes, who knows the concerng\ lemon. The polling results are worse today than when the
and who knows what action needs to be taken to protect yoMlinister for Industrial Affairs was Premier. One need only
rights as a citizen. As | said, you do not want to talk to somaemember the startled looks of the backbenchers when they
21-year-old clerk about those types of crimes that violate youealised that they had bought a pig in a poke on
or your property: you want to deal with a police officer who 26 November. Instead of a messiah leading them into the
knows their responsibilities. promised land where all 36 of them could enjoy being re-

In addition, many police officers are injured in the courseelected to the Parliament, they suddenly realised that they are
of their work; they are bashed and belted during their workvery mortal indeed, and nothing can save a good number of
by people whom we would regard as not particularly friendlythem come the next election. So their messiah, the current
and whom we would choose not to invite into our homesPremier, who was found to have clay feet, has had to cobble
Injured police officers need a place to rest and recuperat@gether a budget for his do nothing, know nothing back-
before returning to the beat. Where do we put those policeenchers to say, ‘Look, don’t worry about it; | can get all 36
officers? There are no light duties for those police officersof you back into Government, because | will put up this
Do we send those police officers, who might have been shaonjuring trick that | am producing more jobs, that | am
or bashed in the course of their duty protecting the lives oproducing more hospitals, that | am giving you more police;
property of fellow South Australian citizens, back on the beatjust give me a go; | can do all of that; don’t worry about my
or force them to stay at home in idle inactivity because ther@ublic polling which shows that | am going further and
is no work at the police stations? They are real issues durther down the gurgler; don't worry about the fact that you
concern and not to be glossed over by the Minister for Policemade a mistake by knifing the Minister for Industrial Affairs

We then come to the blatant waste of taxpayers’ monegs Premier and putting me in his place; I'm sorry that | have
with respect to the leaflet headed ‘Looking Forward to thenot turned the polls around, but I'm trying to do something
Future’, issued by the Government into every seat, so far asow.’ Mr Deputy Speaker, it will not work. In conclusion, |
I can tell, over the weekend in a blatant bit of Party politicalrefer to an article in th€ity Messengewhich states:
propaganda. The Leafletis headed ‘Looking Forward to the The weak-kneed, the lily-livered and the unsatiated egos
Future’, and no truer words were spoken by the Premiei€oalesced to dislodge Brown and it is nothing short of astounding to
because the people of South Australia are looking forward t ear Olsen claiming—as he has at least twice in the last week—that

. . e had nothing to do with it.
the future. They are looking forward to the election of a Ranrwe”, he had everything to do with it. This is his budget. It

Labor Government some time this year, because the youngi he s epitaph and it will be built on the bones of his

children appearing on the front of this leaflet will need a : : .
Labor Government if they are ever to get a job in this Stat?tz:;l:benchers who will crash into the wall by the end of this

by the time they leave school, university or places of training:

| refer briefly to regional development. Very little has  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Industrial
been done in regional development. | have heard a lot of hypﬁﬁairs): | move:

on regional development over the years from Successive That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
Ministers. | note that the Minister assisting the Minister forextended beyond 10 p.m.
Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Motion carried.
Development is a country-based member from Port Pirie. But
what has Port Pirie got out of this? Very little, indeed. |  The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | was prompted
wonder just what efforts that particular Minister is taking toto speak in this debate by the member for Custance. The
try to secure that container manufacturing plant at Port Pirienember for Custance was saying what a wonderful budget
He has talked a lot about it in the past 3% years but deliverettis was for regional South Australia. This budget is certainly
nothing at all. The National Farmers Federation spoke in verg number of things, one of which is that it is not good for
disparaging terms of the State budget and what it offered ruraegional South Australia. This budget is a disgrace to regional
people. Having spent a lot of time in country areas over th&outh Australia, as this Government has been a disgrace to
past 3% years and spoken to a number of people in thosegional South Australia and as every member opposite who
communities, | have seen first hand the reduction in servicegpresents seats in regional South Australia has been a
through successive budgets handed down by both the Browtisgrace. The reason | say this is because of what is happen-
and Olsen Governments. Jobs have been lost in State servieg in regional South Australia. In the main, over the past
areas in rural regions. Families have had to leave the countr§¥z years this Government has substantially reduced the
and that has affected the social amenities of many ruralumber of Government employees in the regions.
communities. There is no hope for jobs on any significant Things are happening in rural industries which inevitably
scale in regional South Australia. will have an effect on the number of people working in those
This Government has created a do nothing budget. Thimdustries. There is nothing we can do about that, but what
Government’s action in terms of police measures and beefinge can do is ensure that Government services and employees
up its so-called capital works program seeks to create aremain to maintain the viability of our country towns. That
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is the objection | have to this Government. It has taken the The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | do not know what it is
people away from rural South Australia and | object to thathat they want to do during the festival for which they want
very strongly. It was not something that was necessary andiaylight; | have no idea, but we will leave that to one side. |
it was not something that was desirable but, for whatevewill be letting the District Council of Franklin Harbor know
reason, it is something that this Government has done. that there is really nothing else | can do about its request on
would not have saved it very much money at all. daylight saving. All the members of this Government who
| was interested in the response to the budget from theepresent regional seats have voted against my attempt to get
various leaders in the community to whom the journalists ggome sanity into daylight saving. All members on the Labor
for a response. | was very interested to see the commentgde have supported me, but all members on the Liberal side
from the Farmers Federation. The Farmers Federation madi@ve opposed me.
it perfectly clear that there was nothing in this budget for For the life of me, | do not know why those Liberal
regional South Australia. | have been pointing out that thiscountry members of Parliament have treated their constituents
Government has been very bad for regional South Australithe way they have. There is no need for it. They were quick
since the day it was elected and | am pleased to be joined da flex their muscles, as the Deputy Leader has just stated, on
my platform. Not only has the Farmers Federation joined mene key opinion poll. | did not think it was particularly bad.
on the platform but apparently it is riding the same hobbyd would not have minded the Labor numbers being trans-
horse. It is exactly right. ferred, but all of a sudden we have these two dozen activists
Itis all very well for the member for Custance to say, ‘Is opposite who want to change the leadership. If they are all so
it not wonderful that over the next 10 years we will havetough and active, where were they when all the Government
some new roads in rural South Australia’—and that is goodgervices were being taken out of regional and rural South
and | support that very much—but it is no compensation foAustralia?
the people that it has taken away. We needed those people in Where were these activists? All of a sudden they devel-
rural South Australia, the Government workers. It does nobped a backbone to attack the now Minister for Industrial
matter where you go in rural South Australia, whether it is inAffairs when he was Premier. That is their business: they may
the South-East, the Mid North or where | live on Eyrehave been right, or they may not have been—I make no
Peninsula, people in every country town and every countrgomment on that—but all of a sudden they are flexing their
centre say exactly the same thing: that this Government hasuscles and beating their chest. Where were they when all
set about destroying the viability of those communities. Thathese services were being taken out of rural South Australia?
is tragic and it was so unnecessary. | am not quite sure howhey were nowhere. The Farmers Federation is absolutely
we can put it all back together again. correct about this budget: it does nothing for regional and
The member for Custance said, ‘Is it not wonderful thatrural South Australia, and that is to the absolute disgrace of
we will soon have overtaking lanes on National Highway 1those members of the Liberal Party who supposedly represent
between Adelaide and the Eyre Peninsula.’ | drive that roadural South Australia. | think that is a pity.
at least twice a week and the overtaking lanes are fine. | Let us look at the budget for a moment. | do not want to
actually think some of them are a bit of a waste of money butgo into it in any detail. The Leader and other members have
nevertheless, they are there and, if people want to wastaid as much as needs to be said. The Treasurer is boasting.
money in and around my electorate, then | am happy for therhthink he has his fingers crossed behind his back, because he
to do so. | point out to the member for Custance that they ardoes know the actual state of the finances here, and he does
all financed by the Federal Government and have nothingnow how much smoke and mirrors are used to dress up this
whatsoever to do with the State Government. The Feder&ludget. The Treasurer is not a mug; he does know, but he has
Government has supplied the money for the overtaking landseen heavied.
on National Highway 1—and we are grateful for it; any Let us look at this so-called $1 million surplus on the
money spent at all in South Australia is welcome. current account. It is a joke. You can have a $1 million
Mr Caudell interjecting: surplus or a $10 million surplus by a slight twitching of the
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: That is right. The member figures—or you can have a deficit of the same amount. That
for Custance at least ought to get his facts right. | did nots very easily done, and it is done all the time. Let us take it
want to get into this area again because | have pretty wellt its face value. Where does the money come from to wipe
exhausted the topic, but again this week up it turned, a lettesff the current account deficit? Generally speaking, | agree
from the District Council of Franklin Harbor. | know that that it is highly desirable to reduce it gradually. | think the
some members will be interested in this. It relates to daylighGovernment has reduced it too quickly, and it has done a lot
saving. Not only has this Government taken the people ouif damage in the meantime, but it is the Government’s right
of South Australia but to add insult to injury it has saddledto do that. These backbenchers who have sat there for the last
them with an additional three weeks of daylight saving. Thafour years without opening their mouths will be paying the
is utterly unnecessary, utterly unwelcome, and it just makeprice. It will not be the front bench paying the price, except
those people who remain in regional South Australia feel thathe member for Wright.
this Government really hates them. It must hate them the way Mr Foley: Scotty’s gone!
it treats them. It treats them with utter contempt economically The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: He is gone. The member
and as regards Government services. Even in a matter thfar Wright will go from the front bench. But the rest of the
some people may feel is fairly trivial, such as daylight savingbackbenchers will go. They will pay the price.
it treats them with contempt. Mr Foley: Do you think Peter Blacker will get a seat?
Mr Foley: It’s not trivial with me! The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Every time | see Peter
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | know that a lot of people  Blacker, his smile gets bigger. Maybe he will; | am not quite
in the metropolitan area dislike the extra daylight saving, busure. Government backbenchers will pay the price for the
I will be— speed of the reduction of the current account deficit. How-
Mr Foley: During the festival. ever, when we analyse it, for all the pain that my constituents
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and others have gone through, what have been the big mongy some of the social infrastructure in South Australia. We
spinners that have helped reduce the current account deficit®uld all pay off our mortgages more quickly. | have
There has been poker machine revenue of approximatehlorrendous mortgages, and | could pay them off more quickly
$150 million, which has nothing at all to do with the Treasur-if | did not eat or the children went to bed hungry. There is
er or the Government. There has been tax collecting througho doubt that that could be done, but it would be highly
speed cameras, but | do not know how much has beemndesirable. The damage done—and | am biased when | say
collected, although the Deputy Leader could tell me. Is it ughis—in rural areas has been utterly unnecessary. That is to

to $50 million? the Government's shame, not to its credit. The only things of
Mr Foley: It's $100 million. any significance that have affected the bottom line are those
Mr Clarke: It was up $17 million in the first year. | have mentioned, and absolutely no credit should be taken

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: It is a phenomenal by the Government for that; it involves merely the stroke of
amount. | do not know whether tax collecting through spee@ pen in ordering more speed cameras, upping the poker
cameras is a good or a bad thing. | will be able to say omachine tax or milking ETSA.
election night and | may be able to blame that for the loss of Mr Brindal: What about the low road toll, coupled with
afew seats: it depends on the questions that | am asked. If vilee increase in speed cameras?
add the revenue from poker machines and speed cameras, itThe Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | doubt whether the
is around $200 million already. Then, we can add the milkinghumber of people killed on the road through speed has gone
of ETSA. How much is that this time? down very much at all. The member for Unley ought to check

Mr Foley: It's $200 million. his facts before he says that, because he may find that the

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Itis $200 million. From  number is not so dramatic. | am not saying that collecting tax
the milking of ETSA, the pokies revenue and the speedhrough speed cameras is wrong. All | am saying is that that
cameras, there is the $350 million. All this business abouis what happened. | will repeat myself not for the benefit of
getting rid of employees in country areas, and all the pain thahe member for Unley but as a wrap up: the $350 million
has caused, has not helped the bottom line. This Treasureurrent account deficit has easily been wiped off with poker
a person for whom | have some respect, did not have to dmachine tax, additional revenue from speed cameras and the
very much to reduce the current account deficit. He had theilking of ETSA. All the pain that members opposite have
poker machines—and he did nothing to get them: in fact, hgone through and all the seats they will lose because of their
opposed them—and he had the speed cameras, and it is rtions will be utterly unnecessary, because of an ideological
hard work to put in extra speed cameras, because no braipssition taken that they will grind down this debt—even with
or finesse are required. It is also very simple to milk ETSAthe use of smoke and mirrors—over the period of this
if it has a compliant board. Again, | have no objection to thatGovernment.
because the funds belong to the people. They do not belong An honourable member interjecting:
to ETSA, although ETSA always thought they did. l always  The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Well, you have. Plenty
thought that they belonged to the people but ETSA thoughtf smoke and mirrors have been involved—milking ETSA,
they were personal funds to play with as it wished. Thos@oker machine revenue and increasing the use of speed
three things alone would make up the $350 million for thecameras. You have done it. A lot of the backbenchers and at
current account deficit. All those things have been dongeast one of the front benchers will pay the price at the next
virtually by the stroke of a pen, with no effort required at all. election. | will be there on the election night, watching, and

Mr Foley: It's $6 million from EWS, and $100 million | will think, ‘What a pack of mugs those backbenchers were.
from asset sales. Why they didn’t exhibit some spine and defend the social

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Asset sales are another infrastructure in their electorate, | have no idea—none at all.
question. However, as to asset sales and the reduction of detphey really were manipulated; they were babes in arms for
it was not that much of an effort. The asset sales have reducede eastern suburbs crowd who have run this Government
the debt to some extent but, comparing it with what it wassince day one. Nevertheless, the day of reckoning is coming
it is not that much different. and retribution, whilst it is not swift over four years, it is

Mr Foley interjecting: certain. To those backbenchers, you have brought it on

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Again, that was a decision yourselves; it is your own fault. You had a wonderful
for the Government to make. Although the asset sales havgpportunity to do something sensible in this State, and you
brought down the debt a bit, the other side of that coin is thaslew it. You will pay the price, and rightly so.
the Government has narrowed its income base. One of the
biggest problems faced by State Governments is a very Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Following some of the
narrow tax base, and it has been narrowed again by asset sal@gposition speakers, it makes you wonder where they get
of such things as the Pipelines Authority. On the other sid¢heir facts—whether they get them out of Enid Blyton books
of the ledger, the income has also been reduced. or from Disneyland tapes. We heard the Deputy Leader of the

The Auditor-General commented on that in his last reportOpposition talk about redundancy payments of about
where he said that the net benefits to the budget of all thesk918 million. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition failed to
asset sales were something of the order of $4 million a yeaadvise the Parliament that the redundancy payments he was
which makes me wonder whether it was all worth while. Italking about paid by this Government amounted to a lot less
know that the Treasurer said that the Auditor-General did nahan the interest this State has paid on a debt that it created—
know what he was talking about, but | think that the Auditor-an interest bill that is close to $1 billion. The Deputy Leader
General does know what he is talking about and | think thaof the Opposition, when short on facts, as he was, always
he was exactly right on the point about asset sales. resorts to drama. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition

This Government has used a lot of effort and has put always seems to resort to the land of fiction and fantasy in
tremendous amount of ideology into the budget, yet theelation to his speeches. The member for Giles talked about
bottom line has not reflected the damage that has been doties budget being based on smoke and mirrors. | do not know
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whether that is the truth. However, the truth is that theconsultation that figure has been increased to $2.834 million,
member for Giles is obviously going around lighting a few of which $350 000 will go to the special needs facility and an
fires to create some smoke; that would appear obvious. extra $600 000 will go to the Hamilton Secondary College.
The member for Giles casually gave the House somd&enders for that project are about to be called, and the work
economic lessons in relation to the recurrent budget—a fewvill be completed prior to the end of December this year,
dollars here and a few dollars there. | thought, ‘A veryready for the middle schooling at Hamilton Secondary
experienced person, but then | remembered that the memb€ollege in 1998.
for Giles a fortnight before the last State election lost Priorto 1993, Housing Trust facilities in the electorate of
$700 million dollars and did not know where he had put it.Mitchell needed maintenance and repair. Some Housing Trust
That s the gentleman who in this House gave us an econontouses had cracks in the walls so big that you could put your
ics lesson on the recurrent budget and | thought, ‘My Godfist through them; you could see daylight through the other
I have to follow this speaker.’ side. Housing Trust maintenance and repair had fallen behind
We heard from the member for Napier who made theio an unrealistic level. As a result of that, this Government
classic comment when she said that there had been no privdtas committed $50 million towards upgrading Housing Trust
investment, and that private enterprise investment hablomes in the Mitchell Park area. In conjunction with private
stagnated. Business consumer confidence in the electoratesfterprise and the South Australian Housing Trust,
Mitchell as a result of projects involving in excess of $50 million will be spent over the next few years in relation
$400 million continues to grow and generate confidenceto that upgrade.
enthusiasm and, most importantly, jobs. Business confidence Included in the budget is the DECSTech 2001 program,
in the electorate of Mitchell is high. The community is awareto which the Government has committed an extra $15 million.
and enthused by the constant development and activity in thishe Government is spending $15 million in the first year of
area. In the electorate of Mitchell, cranes are regularly dottinpECSTech 2001 and $15 million next year. It is a five year
the skyline. program to significantly boost the availability and use of
All was not well in South Australia in the period prior to information technology in schools. DECSTech has an
1993. Prior to 1993 we had schools that had never had abjective to provide one computer for every five students in
touch of paint, had never had a paint brush laid on themall Government schools by 2001. It will also provide training
Under the previous Government, Darlington Primary Schoo&nd development for all staff to ensure that they extract the
had never had a skerrick of paint added to it. Yet in thisfull potential of information technology in teaching and
budget $3 million has been allocated for paint and outsidéearning.
repairs for all those schools, of which $59 000 will be spent It should be remembered that prior to 1993 the Leader of
in the electorate of Mitchell. Darlington Primary School will the Opposition told schools and parents that they had to pay
get its first coat of paint in over 20 years. all the costs of new computers and refused to provide any real
Schools have deteriorated in maintenance and repair. Wovernment assistance. When we hear the bleating of the
have had schools with desks without chairs, we have ha@pposition in relation to computers and information tech-
windows broken that were never fixed and we have had toiletology for schools, it seems to forget about the statements
blocks used as storerooms. This budget allocates in excesstbht were made prior to 1993, when the now Leader of the
$105.8 million in capital expenditure and maintenanceOpposition told schools and parents that they had to pay for
programs, of which $600 000 will be spent at Clovelly Parkall the costs of new computers and refused to provide any real
Primary School. The tenders for that project are about t@&overnment assistance. As a result of the DECSTech 2001
close and we will see the completion of this work before thgprogram, the seven schools in the Mitchell electorate have
end of the year. This is the second upgrade of that schoalready placed orders for a total of 141 computers. Many of
under this Government. Prior to that, the school had usethese computers are already installed and up and running in
toilet blocks as storerooms, windows were broken and deskbe local classrooms.
were without chairs. As a result of allocations in the current  Prior to 1993, we also had schools which were unable to
budget, Clovelly Park Primary School looks forward to a newprovide anything in relation to information technology
future. because they did not have the power points to run the
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned the money beingomputers; they did not have lighting so that people could use
allocated in the previous budget for the Hamilton Secondarthe facilities; they did not have desks on which to place the
College. He talked about $2.834 million having beencomputers; and they did not have chairs to enable people to
allocated in the previous budget. Once again, Mike Rann hasit in front of the computers. The lack of equipment was
it wrong. In the previous budget only $1.9 million had beenabsolutely scandalous in relation to some of these schools.
allocated for the upgrade of that school for middle schoolingncluded in the budget are funds for furniture grants to assist
and for the relocation of the special needs facility from Mindathe schools in providing desks, chairs and lighting so that this
to Hamilton Secondary College. In the intervening period, anformation technology can be put to good use. Also included
number of surveys were done with the school community ofin the budget—and this is also relevant to the electorate of
what was required for middle schooling because no studidglitchell—are funds for special interest high schools in sport
had been carried out in relation to facilities which wereand physical education and the continuation of those pro-
required and which were agreeable to all school communitiegrams into 1998. One such high school is Seaview High,
As a result of those discussions, we have been able twhich has developed a very good tennis focus.
increase that allocation for the development at Hamilton Health was also an area where the previous Government
Secondary College from $1.9 million to $2.834 million in this showed a lack of concern. The Public Works Standing
budget. When the Leader of the Opposition said that w&€ommittee, of which | am a member, has seen the benefits
carried forward $2.834 million from the previous budget heof the inspections and the lack of maintenance provided by
was wrong again. The previous budget figure waghe previous Government. The listis very long. Mr Deputy
$1.9 million. As a result of studies and community and schooBpeaker, you are probably well aware of the lack of mainte-
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nance and upgrade to the Mount Gambier Hospital. Th&hole year because of the lack of funds for children with
Mount Gambier Hospital was promised a number of timegearning difficulties. Since 1993, the Minister for Education
that money would be spent on an upgrade or new facilityhas provided funds for contractors to assist guidance officers
every time it would fall by the wayside. Then there is the Porto clear the backlog regarding the assessment of children with
Augusta Hospital. When we inspected that hospital | jusearly learning difficulties. Prior to 1993, there were only
could not believe the lack of maintenance and money that ha2b salaries for speech pathologists in kindergartens. Now
been spent—as with the Kangaroo Island Hospital, as ththere are 43 salaries—an increase of 72 per cent on what was
member for Flinders can confirm. available prior to 1993.
| refer also to the Flinders Medical Centre where the The funds in the budget that have come from the poker
Friends of the Flinders Medical Centre held morning teas tonachines have helped a number of sporting groups and
pay for patients’ pillows and where there were wards oftommunity centres in the city of Marion, not the least being
30 people with only one shower. There were scandalouthe Hamilton Tennis Club, the Marion Croquet Club, the
situations which caused problems with occupational healtMarion Volleyball Club and the South Adelaide Basketball
and safety. Since this Government came to office in 1993, w€lub. Community development grants have been provided to
have seen the accident and emergency department upgratie Marion Church of Christ, the South Australian Foster
at the Flinders Medical Centre. This hospital in the southeriCare Association and the St Joseph’s Family Care Centre.
region now has the second busiest casualty department in the Police for so long have been crying out for new facilities
whole of Australia. The only other hospital that exceeds thdor the Darlington Police Station. For so long they have had
Flinders Medical Centre’s casualty department is the Royalb put up with temporary and separated facilities. Since this
Brisbane Hospital. Staff of the Flinders Medical CentreGovernment came to office we have seen the building of the
provide an extremely good service. They are thankful for th&10 million Sturt Police Station. As a result of this budget we
work that has been done and the capital that has been spemitl see the number of uniformed officers on patrol increase
on the accident and emergency department upgrade. Soil hiag 21.
been turned on the private hospital upgrade. An extra This budget maintains the Government's objective and
1 400 in-patient services will be provided as a result of gocus to remain a cost competitive location for business
$50 million investment in this upgrade by the private sectorinvestment. Studies have shown that this State, qera
We have also seen the purchase of a $1.2 million CT-scanneapitataxation basis, is now at a level 21 per cent less than
to replace the existing machine, which had well and trulyictoria and 23 per cent less than New South Wales. Since
passed its ‘use by’ date. 1993 small to medium businesses have seen a real reduction
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned the $2.6 millionin the cost of their electricity. Labour costs are 5 per cent
Marion Community Health Centre and the fact that it hasbelow the national average. This budget is realistic, respon-
been continually delayed in the budget. The Leader of theible and sets a rebuilding program for 1997 and beyond. |
Opposition failed to tell members that his personal advisecommend the budget to members.
was a member of the Marion council during some of that
period, that that person was well aware that the delay in the Mr BRINDAL (Unley): I, too, commend the Govern-
development of that centre was due to the development of anent, in particular the Treasurer, on the presentation of his
area of land north of Westfield, and that the Marion councifourth budget. | notice that the Leader of the Opposition said
at that stage was not ready to sell that land to the healtthat he predicted that it would be the last budget delivered by
centre. As a result, the Marion council (which included thethe Treasurer. He has an astounding lack of understanding of
honourable member's adviser) directed the Communitghe Government benches. When somebody is doing a good
Health Centre towards Pioneer Hall to establish its facilitiesjob and when they have done what is being required of them
I have already referred to correspondence with thever four years by the Government, | cannot see why the
Minister for Health, Westfield and the Marion Youth Project Treasurer would be in any danger of anything but receiving
about an attempt to establish the Marion Youth Project in th@raise.
Marion Westfield Shopping Centre where youth problems are | pick up a comment made by the member for Giles, as it
most obvious and where there is a need for assistance. Priisrof increasing concern to all South Australians and was
to 1993, it must be remembered that the previous Governmeraised by the Premier, namely, the situation in which all State
provided very little funding for the Marion Youth Project. It Governments find themselves because of the narrow taxation
was located for a long time in temporary transportableébase. Mistakes were made by a procession of State Govern-
facilities at the old Oaklands Park Primary School. Thements in this State, Victoria and Western Australia, especially
previous Government failed to provide that organisation within the 1980s. It is true that some of those mistakes were
permanent facilities. perhaps not just the fault of the State Government in power
Prior to 1993, very little funding was provided regarding at the time.
assistance for schools for people with learning difficulties. When the Commonwealth took over the taxation provision
That reminds me of a problem that occurred prior to 1993 irfrom the States, it was to equitably provide the money back
one of the high schools in my electorate where 10 childretio the States, but we have seen over the years, first, an
were to be assessed by guidance officers at the beginning imicreasing reticence on behalf of the Commonwealth to give
the school year. There was only one guidance officer at thdtack the money in quite the order of flow that the States
school, and he would attend on the first Monday of eaclbelieve they need for the services, and too often it actually
montbh. If that Monday happened to be a public holiday or dells the States how they can spend their money in all sorts of
school holiday, he did not turn up, and he did not do anyareas in which they clearly did not have a constitutional
catch-up days for assessment of those students. As a resydgwer to so do. However, they had the power to tie the
there were only nine Mondays in the year when thosenoney and say, ‘If you do not do this you will not get that.’
students could be assessed. So, prior to 1993, at the start of In this and the last Parliament the member for Giles well
the school year, one child would not be assessed during theows that certain traffic rules were changed purely because,
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if we did not change the road traffic rules, we would notget Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hartley says, quite
certain Commonwealth moneys. The States have beeaorrectly, that it became worse under the Federal Labor
dragged screaming, often to the tune of the Commonwealtiiovernment. | would say it involved not necessarily the
simply because of an opinion expressed in Canberra that thmlitical complexion of the Government as much as it did the
Commonwealth is always right. cumulative inequities of our taxation system. We can deal
| ask the member for Playford to think about it as he will very well in this country with ripping money off pay-as-you-
one day shortly be a Senator. The danger | see witlearn income earners, but you ask the Australian Taxation
Canberra—and the member for Playford will judge whetheOffice or anyone else to come to terms with multi-national
or not it is true—is that they seem to go over there and loseompanies, proper taxation of business, a consumption tax or
touch with reality. They somehow think that when they arevehicles used by other countries routinely around the world
not in their community they know better than the Ministersfor decades, and our Government seems simply unable to deal
who sit here every day and go home at night to their beds iwith it.
Adelaide or surrounding areas. The members in Canberra get Therefore, we have State Governments having more and
over there and know better. God help us the day Canberraore services demanded of them. The people are demanding
takes over education, because some bureaucrat will sit imore and more service and the Commonwealth Government
Canberra and pass a rule that, to save money, on such a da&aiving to the State Governments less revenue with which
all air-conditioners may be turned on. to provide those services, and then people wonder why the
It will be stated that on such a day all heaters may béState increasingly has to rely on gambling revenue, on
turned on. In Tasmania they will freeze to death at certaimevenue gained from the policing of our laws, from on-the-
times of the year, and in the Northern Territory they will spot fines from radar and other methods, including, dare |
probably roast at certain times of the year because the climaggay, methods like having State Banks and insurance commis-
will be controlled by people who decide in Canberra that thissions and all of the things which a procession of State
is the right time. | have news for my Federal colleagues, an@Governments tried in the 1980s and which were absolute
it was expressed in this House today: all wisdom does ndlisasters. | am sure they did not trial them for the purpose of
actually reside in Canberra. being bankers. | am sure they did not trial or encourage them
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: in many cases. Really, it was the way in which the State could
Mr BRINDAL: A Minister in the House—and | had realise additional revenue to meet its needs.
better not name him because he will probably be in as much If | have a criticism to make, it is not of this Government
trouble as | for making the speech—says that certainly albut of our Federal system. Like the Premier, | believe that the

commonsense does not, and |— whole system of taxation needs overhaul and that part of the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, naming is the prerogative gift which the Commonwealth Parliament could give to this

of the Chair, | advise the member for Unley. nation is for it to sit down with the sovereign States and work
Mr BRINDAL: Thank you, Sir. out an equitable series of formula, capable of being planned,
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: for the distribution of income derived from the

Mr BRINDAL: The Minister went further and said that Commonwealth.
he is not sure that any commonsense resides in Canberra andThere is no reason why we should have this farce of a
I might agree with him. They took the taxation rights from Premiers Conference where Premiers elected by the people
the States and they are increasingly churlish about thef their State have to go cap in hand to cumulative people
redistribution of the money. What is more—and | think thiselected by the same members of the States (that is, the
is of grave concern to every Australian and every member ocEommonwealth Parliament) and, almost like Oliver Twist,
this House—is the way that the Commonwealth has chosdpeg for a little bit more. It is not conducive to good govern-
to let the taxation system bump along and become more ardent; it is demeaning to the States; it is little better to the
more muddy and has in fact created some of the great soci@ommonwealth; and the whole thing is a farce. It could be
inequities about which the member for Giles was talkingresolved by some equitable formula for the distribution of
about and with which this Parliament is constantly grapplingmoneys derived by the Commonwealth. It could be done
When you, Sir, first became a member in this House andimply, had they will, but | suggest that is in the future. |
| was growing up, there was the expression that Australia wasommend the Government on this budget, and the succession
a classless society. While that might never have quite beesf ministries over the whole four years on careful planning
true, it was certainly true that of all the developed nationghat brought us to this point.
Australia probably had less of an underclass and less of a Mr Clarke interjecting:
wealthy elite class and much more of a middle class through Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith stupidly as
arange— normal (he normally exhibits not much more than stupor)
Mr Scalzi interjecting: raises an issue on which | will touch specifically for his
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hartley says thatis why benefit later. The real level of the problems which we
he migrated, and | bet there are many other people whmherited when we came to government is coming out only
currently live in Australia who also came to our shores for thenow. | know of one school which was but is no longer in the
same reason. Over the past decade or decade and a half Bistrict of Mitchell. It is a 1950s pre-fabricated school which
have seen the split. We now have many more people who relyas no right to be used as classrooms at all but was used and
on the taxpayers and are in receipt of social welfare benefiis still being used. It had got into such bad repair that the
because they need to be and because we need to suppgutters were so damaged that they simply ripped them off and
them, and there is certainly a proportion of people who aréad no gutters.
extraordinarily wealthy and in the middle, what was the Mr Caudell interjecting:
middle class, has simply been squashed. Mr BRINDAL: It was Paringa Park Primary School, for
Mr Scalzi: It became worse under the Federal Laborthe member for Mitchell's benefit. They simply took off the
Government. gutters because they were unusable, and they had no gutters
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at all. We found other schools with broken windows, or notcan start to look at some new projects. But we get churlish

enough chairs or desks. | heard a Minister say the other dayrizzling opposite that we are pork barrelling, and all sorts of

that, when we came into government, the auxiliary of theother things. | wish to touch on the Unley Police Station,

Queen Elizabeth Hospital was running coffee mornings tdbecause members opposite have raised the issue. | say to

raise money for pillows. members opposite and to my own electorate: what | will
Mr Foley interjecting: always seek to do as a local member, and what | believe
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hart defends that members opposite will seek to do as local members, too, is

situation by saying they still are. The member for Hart's Partyto best represent the interests of electors.

was in government at a time before the State Bank, whenwe Quite frankly, | do not care where a policing presence is,

were not in debt and when perhaps it was inexcusable fao long as it is the best possible service for my electors. At

one— present, the Unley Police Station provides certain services.
Mr Foley interjecting: It does not provide major policing services which, if members
Mr BRINDAL: Members opposite inherited a debt from opposite want to check, are provided by the Norwood CIB.

Premier Tonkin. In 10 years not only could they not fix theWe will no longer have the Norwood Police Station: we will

debt of a previous Government but they also created a sevetave the Sturt Police Station. | have driven both distances and

billion dollar debt of their own. Let the member for Hart go the Sturt Police Station is more accessible more quickly than
out and tell that to the people of South Australia; | do notthe Norwood Police Station. So, | will condemn—
think they will listen. In this budget, as in past budgets, the Mr Clarke interjecting:
Opposition missed the point. Mr BRINDAL: No, | said that | want better policing
Mr Foley interjecting: services, and | do not care where they come from. | care
Mr BRINDAL: | will speak about the Unley Police aboutresponse time, efficiency and the level of response that
Station, too. The point that the member for Hart missed wak can expect from the South Australian Police Force and,
that this Government— from what the Commissioner has told me, | expect that to be
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable a measurable degree better. There may not be a patrol base
member is turning a good speech into an excellent speechirl Unley but there will be a police base, a policing service,
hope the member for Hart’s finger is not loaded. in Unley. There will still be the policing service in Unley, and

Mr QUIRKE: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | am we will get better service. If the neanderthals opposite want
following this speech and | ask that you rule on all theto crawl back into the cave and keep everything just as it was,
interjections in the Chamber. It is disturbing my concentradike the troglodytes, let them do so.

tion. I will always stick up for my electorate in getting a better
Mr BRINDAL: | applaud the statesman-like approach ofservice. Let us keep the good things we have and improve the

the member for Playford. The Opposition has missed théad things, and so we come to The Orphanage. The Minister

point regarding what this Government has carefully done ovefior Education and Children’s Services quite rightly wanted
three years. Yes, it has sold some assets to reduce the ddbtjmprove The Orphanage for the teachers of South Aus-
but the other aspect for which the Government has not bedralia. My electors, the residents of Unley, said, ‘We do not
given credit is quietly going about the business of rebuildingvant that improved at the expense of the open space in
the infrastructure of this State. | suggest that memberbnley.

opposite should— Mr Foley: Did you change your mind?

Mr Quirke: Very quietly. Mr BRINDAL: | did not change my mind: | reinforced
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, ‘Very quietly’, the member for my original opinion to the Minister; that is slightly different.

Playford says. Perhaps itis one fault of our Government thas a result—and this is what is important and what members
we have not gone around blowing the trumpets and bangingpposite miss—the Minister listened and is considering other
the drums. The fact is that if —and | suggest memberslternatives. When the Minister—
opposite do the same thing—add up the amount of money Mr Clarke: Is that why you resigned?
that has been spent in my schools in Unley on major repairs Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith will not
and maintenance to bring them up to reasonable conditiomnderstand this. | resigned because it was a matter of
all members opposite would look at the past three years angtinciple and because the Premier who asked me originally
be surprised. What is in this budget for Unley? Perhaps on th® be a parliamentary secretary (Hon. Dean Brown) carefully
surface not very much, but a $2 million sewerage upgrade isaid that you could not remain a parliamentary secretary—
planned for part of the electorate, because the sewer is one of Mr Clarke interjecting:

the oldest in Adelaide and in danger of collapse. Mr BRINDAL: Does the member for Ross Smith want
We will spend $2 million quietly. It is hardly the sort of to hear the answer or just the sound of his own voice? The

project the Messenger Press will report as a page one stogyrevious Premier had carefully said that no parliamentary

It is the sort of thing that will be done quietly and, once it is secretary could speak publicly against the stated policy of his

done, no-one will ever remember it was done because it ilinister. Bearing that in mind, because | was at variance with

underground. It is like underpinning your house: you mightthe Minister | did something which some people opposite—
as well throw your money away. But it will be done and wenot the member for Playford of course—would not under-
will have a better sewerage system, and one capable of lastisgand. | did what | considered to be reasonably honourable
the next 60 or 70 years. That is an accomplishment that musind honest. | do not expect members opposite to understand
be noted, and intelligent people in this House should say, ‘Alkither of those two words. As | said, what will happen—
right; it is not all about whistles and drums. It is about hard ~ Mr Quirke interjecting:

and honest work.” And this budget is the culmination of that. Mr BRINDAL: | exempted you. If members opposite
This budget celebrates three years of hard and honebbld their breath and wait a little longer they will see a

work. We are now reaching the stage where we have rampesblution for the Goodwood Orphanage that suits my electors

down the debt; we have increased the infrastructure; and wand the teachers of South Australia and does the right thing
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by the Government of South Australia. That is the differenceealised by South Australians it may well be too late. Why
between the Government of which | am a part and thevas there a need to fiddle the figures in this budget? Quite
Government of which members opposite were a part. We dsimply, two Liberal Premiers were the cause—suddenly
listen, we have some commonsense, we are capable thfrowing money around to shore up their own images and
admitting our mistakes and we can bring down budgets whickeadership positions—plus a Federal Liberal Government that
are a quantum better than members opposite in their 11 yeai@ok $96 million out of the State’s coffers. What will be the
of practice ever managed to produce. Liberals alibi? How will it hide what it has done when it
comes time to draft next year's budget? That is simple, too.

Ms WHITE (Taylor): A State budget is an important |t has decided that it will change the method of accounting
document which deserves careful consideration but, afteind thereby that will keep their sin from the public.
listening to Liberal member after Liberal member speak in  Perhaps the part of this budget | find most disappointing—
the House today, the majority of whom have simply rabbitecand is most disappointing for the people of South Australia—
off the rhetoric that the Treasurer gave in his budget speedg that not only does it not show any vision for long-term job
last week, | wonder whether many Liberal members havereation in this State but it is a bit of a con on the people of
even read the budget document, because— South Australia. Despite all the pre budget hype about job

Mr Brindal: How does one ‘rabbit off the rhetoric’?  creation by the Premier in the weeks leading up to the budget,

Ms WHITE: Like the member for Unley just did. It is this budget does not deliver those jobs. When one looks at the
clear that this budget will last only as far as the next electiorannouncements in the budget papers about job creation for
because, frankly, it does not stack up. Liberal memberghe youth of this State one would have to say that young
opposite know that but, of course, they will not say that. Folpeople have been especially hard done by in this budget. The
their benefit, in case they have not read the document—artslidget relies upon the reannouncement of the $30 million
it seems many of them have not—I shall put a few details oryouth strategy.
the public record to aid them when they do finally read the This is the same strategy that former Premier Dean Brown
document. First, it is important to note that in its budgetwas putting in place before the change of leadership. Itis the
papers the Government admits that it has failed to meet itsame youth strategy, announced with a lot of fanfare, that has
financial targets. Economic and job growth predictions do nobeen in place for over six months. It was the same youth
stack up with what it promised or with what we need to attackstrategy announced yet again by the Deputy Premier just a
the important problem of unemployment in this State. few weeks ago, and that occurred because, quite frankly, job

It is obvious that Liberal members opposite gained a lofigures came out that showed a crippling youth unemploy-
of the information for their budget speeches from the veryment rate. He merely trotted out as a new initiative the same
glossy pamphlet distributed by the Government at theouth job strategy—the $30 million program that has failed.
weekend which claimed to provide increases in healthSince the program has been in place, youth unemployment
education, police numbers, etc. Frankly, these figures do néias risen, no matter how one may argue the matter.
stack up, as evidenced by the Government’s failure to The Premier’s big plan for cutting youth unemployment
acknowledge that $63 million of its $72 million increase inin this State has failed. We now have over 42 per cent youth
education represents the teachers’ pay rise, leaving jushiemployment, the highest in the nation, higher than when
$9 million for inflation. Of course, when you take inflation Labor left office, so it has not succeeded. | was listening to
into account this budget provides for no real increase iMurray Nicoll's program at the end of last week when the
education spending. Minister for Employment commented on what a great job she

What that means to families and to children within ourhad done in creating an extra (according to her) 500 places
system is no better quality of service, but what they havén the Public Service for young people. The truth of the
endured since the Liberal Government took office is a drastimatter is that these 500 places, at a cost of $3 million, are not
decrease in that quality of education. an improvement on last year.

The same can be said about health. There is a similar In fact, the program that just finished at the end of March
disappointment in police numbers. We have lost 250 polic¢his year was a $10 million program for young people in the
over the past few years and this budget provides for a smaRublic Service, and provided 1 500 places, so we have gone
portion of those to be replaced. The Treasurer made much @fom last year's Public Service youth traineeships of 1 500
this surplus and there was much media reporting hailing alaces down to 500, a cut in any terms, yet the Minister is out
surplus in this budget, but it took a fiddle by the Governmenthere dishonestly touting this as an increase. That is the sort
with its figures to come up with a token surplus of $1 million. of rhetoric being thrown around by this Government. That is
The Government had to rely on a $201 million fiddle: athe sort of rhetoric that may well convince people that this
$56 million public sector employment superannuationGovernment is even caring about youth unemployment, but
contribution, which was really a change in the repaymenthe fact is that it has not done a good job since coming to
schedule for superannuation, that is, the payment needed ¢dfice, because the problem has got worse. That is the
fund superannuation liabilities; plus a $145 million one-offundeniable fact of the matter.
payment, which was a special dividend from ETSA as well This Government has failed, by its own measures, even to
as proceeds from asset sales from the bad bank. The figube able to forecast a growth in employment in this State. It
of $200 million should not count towards an underlying promised us that it would create 20 000 new jobs every year
deficit or surplus, but that is exactly what the Government hai office. To date, it is about 50 000 too low on its promise.
included. Taking the first three years of the Brown-Olsen Govern-

If members take out the $200 million, they will come up ment’s term to the December quarter of 1996, South Australia
with an underlying deficit. That is the truth of this budget. grew by an annual average of just 1.8 per cent, compared to
The Government knows that and by changing the concept & national annual average of 4 per cent. On their own
underlying surplus it has hoped that it can fool the publicadmission, the Liberals concede that we need 4 per cent just
Perhaps it has, but by the time the effect of this budget iso stabilise unemployment, and we are achieving less than
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half that. We are going backwards, and we are goinde humbly thanked for being tolerant and patient with
backwards fast. policies and fiscal direction which at times may well have
Last calendar year, there was no growth at all in employbeen unpopular. However, the South Australian community
ment. As of April this year, we now sit at a high 9.7 per centmust be reminded that those sacrifices were necessary
and people, especially young graduates, are leaving this Statecause of the inept Labor Government that was in office for
in droves. What do we find in the budget papers for the futurd 1 years. The people elected that inept Government time and
promised by John Olsen? We find, on the Government’s owtime again. They believed Labor’s lies time and time again
admission, growth rates for the next three years of just 3 pdut, finally, they could take no more of the lies.
cent, well below the rest of the nation. On its own admission, | place on the record in this debate my thanks to my
things will not improve over the next three years. community in Kaurna, who have done it tough. They have
Despite the Government's hype and despite all its claimsagreed and they have disagreed with the Government’s
the average person in the street does not know how many jolpslicies but, regardless of opinion, they have understood the
have or have not been created. However, the budget papeeasons behind the decisions we have had to make. Now they
do not lie. The Government’s own projections show that thecan see the rewards. This budget changes the Labor practice
employment position will not improve over the next few of spending $1 million a day more than it is receiving, and
years. However, we need the projections to get better, andoorrowing the shortfall. This budget sees the debt we
advise those members opposite who, today, have parroted thiderited down below 20 per cent of gross State product,
Treasurer’s rhetoric, which can also be found in the taxpayelcompared with 28 per cent in 1992. This budget balances
funded glossy brochure distributed to every household irexpenditure against income.
South Australia, to take a good hard look at the budget and This budget has a current account surplus of $463 million
at what is to come. They must decide whether they aréo meet our commitment to social needs. It has an increased
fulfilling their responsibilities to the taxpayers of South capital works program up by 22 per cent which means jobs
Australia by endorsing this course of action because, quittr all South Australians. The budget achieves all this without
frankly, | say that they are not. new taxes or increased current taxation rates. In real terms,
the debt is cut by $1.8 billion, but what South Australia must
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): | support the Bill thathas remember and think about every day is that this has occurred
been presented by the Treasurer on behalf of the Olsdsecause of a strong fiscal control by a Government that is in
Government. While supporting this Bill, | place on record mycontrol. Letting loose the reins and reintroducing Labor
congratulations to the Treasurer and to the entire Cabinet omould be as devastating as introducing into Australia a
the diligent— myxomatosis resistant breed of rabbit, and the result would
Mr Clarke interjecting: be exactly the same—our State would be overrun by ferals,
Mrs ROSENBERG: Itis none of your business, actually. out of control, and the people of South Australia would
| congratulate them on the diligent way that they have stuclkuffer. Let no-one believe the debt problem is solved, or that
to the task at hand and to the vision that was set out in thisabor even vaguely understands the control measures putin
Government’s first budget. They have achieved the gogllace or how to maintain them. Let no-one in South Australia
which the Government set and clearly enunciated and whickelax and believe the jargon and the lies peddled by members
was to be the target over the four budgets in this term obn the other side of this House. We have a long way to go,
office. The 1993 election policy platform promised assetand it will take time.
sales, contracting out of services, and a reduction and | am proud to have achieved massive successes in my
restructuring of the Public Service. electorate, despite fiscal control and with the help of my
When the Liberal Government was elected in 1993, theommunity. | would like to put on record as part of this
debt in this State was over $9 billion, with $3.5 billion of that debate that, in listing the achievements | have made in my
debt resulting from the State Bank fiasco. The remainder oflectorate in the past four year, they totalled far more than
the debt was also due to Labor’s inability to exercise controDon Hopgood achieved in 22 years as the member for that
and fiscal responsibility. The basic ideology of the Laborarea. Those successes in the past have been detailed, and
Party has been, is today and always will be one of throwingvill not repeat them. However, | wish to place on record the
good money after bad to solve every problem. It is a policyfurther achievements that Kaurna will have from this current
of buying off the unions, buying off minority groups and one budget in the key areas of education, health, employment and
of borrow, borrow, borrow. law and order. First, with regard to education, the
Never in its history has the Labor Party had to carry thel997-98 budget for education has a $72 million increase over
burden of solving the problem it has created becausdast year. That is $162 million more than was spent on
eventually, things get so bad that the community gets fed upducation by Labor in its last Government budget. Spending
with the Labor Party and elects a Liberal Government to fixs up 7 per cent in real terms.
the mess. Itis history repeating itself, it constantly happens However, more important than just how much money is
and it will continue to happen. That is exactly what Southhow effectively it is being focused for spending. This is
Australians did in 1993 and that is exactly what this Governwhere this education Minister leaves the Opposition in the
ment is doing about fixing up Labor’s mess. wilderness. The DECSTech 2001 strategy has been well
| have been very outspoken about past policies such as thatceived by schools throughout Kaurna, and the funding
of SSOs and Sunday trading, and | believe that that is my rolmechanism has reflected the economic standing of each
as the representative of the electorate of Kaurna. If an isssmmunity. This Liberal Government is the first ever to
will affect my electorate, | will fight for it, even if it is against provide significant Government funding to assist schools to
Government policy. With respect to this budget, | believe thapurchase computers. Labor's last budget provided
many of my colleagues join me in acknowledging the$360 000 for 1 000 schools and preschools in South Australia
sacrifice that the South Australian community has made oveo purchase computers, with the parents needing to find the
the past three years. The South Australian community is tdeficit. This Government has committed $75 million over
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five years to do this. We are hopeful that by 2001 we will segeceiving an extra $40 million. | had pleasure this week to be
one computer per five students in every South Australiapresent with Minister Armitage at the official launch of
school—and it is important to note this—regardless of thé?anangga which is in my electorate and which will be a boost
ability of parents to contribute to that cost. for the members of our community suffering from schizo-
Funding to assist students with learning difficulties phrenia.
identified by the basic skills test is increased to $4 million Added to this, the Minister has just announced Centrecare
this year, and an extra $6 million is provided to give extraas the successful tenderer for the neighbour network service
help to students with disabilities and learning difficulties.to support people with mental illness to access community
There is $3.75 million for the Ready, Set, Go program andesources in the south. There is an extra $5 million of new
vocational education in secondary schools. Most significantecurrent funding for disability services in South Australia,
is an increase in speech pathology services to a total level addition to the $3 million announced previously from the
72 per cent higher than under the last year of Labor. This i4996-97 budget which was matched by HACC funding to
equivalent to 43 speech pathology salaries compared withring the total to $5.4 million. In addition, the $6.4 million
25 under Labor. which was gained from the efficiency dividend has been fed
It is important to make the point that we constantly heaback into mental health. Further, $1 million has been set aside
in the community that the Labor Government is the onlyfor equipment for those with a disability. In comparison with
Government that cares about people with disabilities, abouhese increases, Labor cut spending in the disability sector in
children with learning difficulties or about groups in the its last budget. The project to relocate six agencies in a
community who feel they are underrepresented. It is aboyturpose built building at the Noarlunga health village is
time that some of those groups in the community starteghroposed to commence in February 1998 with a due comple-
looking at the facts instead of just believing the lies they readion date of December 1998.
and accepting everything they are being told by the other In the area of law and order, August 1997 will see the
side. It is about time they started to examine carefully thdeginning of major building extensions to the Christies Beach
actual facts, look at the budget lines and really examine whpolice station complex which is valued at $2.75 million.
is telling the truth. Christies Beach police complex is in the electorate of Reynell
This education budget has a record $105.8 million capitabpposite my office and the member for Reynell, the member
works program, including major external repairs and paintfor Mawson and | have great pleasure in finally seeing police
to address massive backlogs. The Seaford 6 to 12 schoah, the southern area having their crowded inadequate
stage 1b, with anticipated completion in June 1997, willtransportable accommodation replaced to give them facilities
provide for administration and a library resource centre tavorthy of the police force we believe we have in Christies
service the school and the Seaford community, valued @&each. The accommodation will provide for the SES,
$3.4 million. prosecution, CIB, patrols, traffic and administration. This is
The new stage 2A of the Seaford 6 to 12 school which isrery much needed and welcomed by my electorate.
valued at $3.1 million has an anticipated commencement in Importantly, a major review is under way into policing in
July 1997, to be completed by September 1998. That allowSouth Australia which will impact greatly on police numbers
for the future construction of the next stage of this school tan police stations in my electorate at Aldinga and Noarlunga
meet enrolment needs as the school moves from a middigentre, and the Christies Beach regional control area. Of the
school into a senior school. There is also an allowance for th&65 new police officers on the beat, it is estimated that at
redevelopment of shelter areas for the Seaford Rise Primatgast 26 of those will be in the southern area. | want to place
School to commence in July 1997. The Willunga Basin Preon record the excellent standard of work done by police
School is continued to be budgeted with a final location yebfficers at Aldinga, Noarlunga Centre and Christies Beach.
to be decided and this will be very dependent upon likelyAs a result of one of the initiatives of this Government, the
enrolment numbers from the various locations such apolice officers located at Noarlunga Centre have been so
Sellicks Beach as opposed to the Aldinga Beach area.  effective that there has been conversation of late of the need
Noarlunga Downs Primary School, Moana Primary Schoofor them to remain there because they have cleaned up crime
and Christies Beach Primary School have been big winnerso well in that area. My community greatly appreciates their
in the repairs and paint program that has been allocated dedication to duty, and | thank them for the hours of work
part of this budget. Despite all the doom and gloom of Laborthat they do beyond the call.
South Australia has the best student to teacher ratio and | am very pleased that Noarlunga Downs has just launched
6.3 per cent compared with non-government schools—thitgs Neighbourhood Watch, and Maslin Beach and Seaford
best in Australia. South Australia has the second highedRise are about to do so. This will mean that by the time of the
retention rate of all States. Extra funding of $1.2 million overnext election almost the entire electorate of Kaurna will be
the next two years has been allocated for speech pathology-cevered by Neighbourhood Watch, which will make a total
and we are listening to the deafening silence of the teachersf seven New Neighbourhood Watches which have been
union about these achievements. The only contribution Labdaunched since | became the member for Kaurna in 1993. |
has made is to oppose the rights of school councils to hawecknowledge the dedicated work of Adrian Jones, our
the legal power to collect fees for materials and servicesCommunity Liaison Officer, who was appointed to that
Councils have fought long for this right. We as a Governmenpermanent position at the Noarlunga Centre. His hard work
proclaimed a regulation under the Education Act to confirmand community support are recognised by everyone within
their right and this was opposed by Mike Rann and the Labathat community.

Party. In the area of employment, the $30 million youth employ-
In the area of health, across South Australia hospital costeent plan will continue and will be boosted by
are down 12 per cent. At the same time admissions are Ufl 291 million spent on construction projects. The member
11.5 per cent. This budget continues the trend with dor Taylor mentioned that we have done nothing towards

6 per cent real increase over Labor’s last budget, hospitalsoosting youth employment in South Australia. | would like
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to ask the member for Taylor one day when she has the Interms of private sector projects, it would be remiss of
opportunity of a five minute grieve to stand up and tell usme to let the next three minutes pass without mentioning the
what more we could be doing in South Australia for youthAldinga Waste Water Treatment Plant which, | am pleased
employment. Everyone in this place on both sides of théo say, is now commissioned. It is now receiving sewage
House recognises that employment in South Australia is thigom the Aldinga Beach area, which means that the Govern-
biggest issue facing us and the biggest problem that we haveent no longer needs to tanker sewage from the Aldinga
| believe that every one of us here—whether we are LiberaBeach area and pump it into the Christies Beach line. | would
or Labor members—genuinely wants to see that problertike to place on record my congratulations to Henry Walker
solved. The faster we work together to get that to happen bnvironmental, which won the tender for that plant and which
boosting the economic standing of business within Southas, | believe, kept to the time line very well. For the people
Australia and allowing them to get on with the job of of Aldinga Beach and Port Willunga this treatment plant will
employing people in South Australia, the faster our youthde an absolute boon. | would also like to place on record that
will be in jobs. this project was promised by the previous Government for
| applaud the actions that have been taken in the past artldree elections in a row but that it took a Liberal Government
| implore members opposite to support the projects, which to get it off the ground.
believe will result in jobs for South Australians. Some of  Another thing that needs to be said is that, in the next
those projects that we will see happening to provide thospudget period, the Southern Expressway will start to head
jobs are the Adelaide Airport extension, the Wilpena projectiowards my electorate of Old Noarlunga and Noarlunga
the National Wine Centre and the Mount Lofty and GlenelgDowns. | must also put on the record my thanks for the way
projects—and I might say that they will proceed despite thosgh which that project has been kept to budget and on time at
who have been very negative about those projects. | believ@is stage. It is due for completion as far as Old Noarlunga
that, if we could get more positive statements within thein 1999, at which time the major upgrade of Commercial
media in respect of those projects, and certainly in QuestioRoad will have been completed ready for Commercial Road
Time in the House, we could start to have a more positivéraffic to feed off at Seaford Road—we have just managed to
attitude towards the way that things are happening within thgut some brand new lights on the corner of Seaford Road and
State of South Australia. Commercial Road—to make easier the movement of
I will mention some of the other works that are in progressCommercial Road traffic to the Southern Expressway and to
at the moment. It will probably be mentioned by the membefit better with the capacity of those roads.
for Re_ynellthat the Chrl_st|es Beach High School red_evelop- As the first part of the upgrade of Commercial Road,
ment s due for completion by February 1998. I mention thajyrray Road at Noarlunga will be the first to be started, and
very briefly because | do not want to steal her thunder, bu§700 000 is about to be spent on that upgrade. It has been
there are many students within the electorate of Kaurna whgyen priority because for some time it has caused problems
attend that high school and who | believe are very thankfua terms of the amount and speed of traffic and the width of
that itis finally being upgraded. _ the road. | am proud to say that in the past four budgets the
One area that has always been of some importance to M@ectorate of Kaurna has done very well, and there is no

because my electorate covers so much of the coastline, ifterence in this budget—once again my electorate has done
coast protection and sand replenishment work. There is a&tremely well.

ongoing allocation of funding in this budget for works in that . .
area. The other area that | ﬂave consid%rable concern about Bill read a second time. . .
at the moment is the standard of street lighting within the _1he Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Industrial
electorate, which | believe is absolutely appalling from onefairs): I move: _ _
end to the other. | recently spent an evening with some people That this Bill be referred to Estimates Committees.
from ETSA inspecting the street lighting situation within the ~ Motion carried.
whole electorate. | am pleased to see that about $1.8 million The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:
is allocated in the budget to upgrade residential street Thatthe House note grievances.
lighting. It is very much needed within my electorate.
In terms of the Housing Trust and urban development MrBUCKBY secured the adjournment of the debate.
area, | am a very strong supporter of us maintaining a
Housing Trust in South Australia for those who are in need ADJOURNMENT
of Government housing. | am pleased to see that there are 300
allocations, including an extra 150 former South Australian At 11.17 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
Housing Trust houses to be upgraded. 4 June at 2 p.m.



