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guestion is not by that definition an exempt document, nor
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY could opinion polling ever fit the exemption.
To put the matter beyond doubt we propose by the Bill to
include in the schedule to the Act after the words ‘if it merely
Thursday 11 December 1997 consists of factual or statistical material’ the words in
brackets ‘including the result of public opinion polling’. We
) propose a similar amendment later in the schedule to the same
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chairat  effect. The nub of the Bill is that after polling has been

10.31 a.m. and read prayers. completed for the Government it should be available to the
public if a request is made under the Freedom of Information
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (PUBLIC OPINION Act. We are not seeking to compel the Government to release
POLLS) AMENDMENT BILL immediately and publicly every poll it commissions. We are

saying that the taxpayers of South Australia fund Government
Mr ATKINSON (Spence) obtained leave and introduced opinion polling, and that opinion polling is in all material
a Bill for an Act to amend the Freedom of Information Act respects factual or statistical material and that is not exempt

1991. Read a first time. under the Act. Members of the public are entitled to have an
Mr ATKINSON: | move: avenue by which to view the results of that polling after it is
That this Bill be now read a second time read by the Government. By what reasoning can this be

o denied?
The year before last, the Government privatised the manage-

ment of South Australia’s system of water and sewerage. '%n
contract was signed for an Anglo-French consortium, Unite
Water, to manage the system. The decision was one for whi
the Liberal Party had not sought a mandate at the 199
general election because it knew that such a policy would bée
unpopular. After Cabinet made the decision in 1995, it
commissioned an advertising campaign to promote United
Water's management of the system and an opinion poll tQ

sgmplg phe public’g reaction to the water contract and th ave thought, leading with your jaw! When the Opposition

advertising campalgn: . . heard of this it disapproved, as it should have. If we had had
When the Opposition asked about the polling, the; preedom of Information Act at the time, the Opposition

Government denied that it existed. The Government the,q |4 have asked for the results of the polling—and | notice

conceded that it _existed but (_Jlenied access to the poIIi_ng %e member for Stuart nodding in agreement. | ask the

the g_round_s that it was a Cabinet document vital to Cabinet amekeepers on the other side to cast their minds back to

consideration of the water contact and ought not 0 Deir 11 years as poachers between 1982 and 1993 and | ask

released lest Cabinet confidences be breached. them to be fair-minded about the issue before the House.
Owing to continued Opposition questioning, we NOW  The former Premier during the 1993 general election said

know that the polling was arranged by the Liberal Party'sthat a Liberal Government would:

Mr lan Kortlang, _and consisted Of. telephone sampling_and ...insist the public is at all times fully informed about

focus group sessions and that, until 6 September 1995, it cogbvernment decisions and activities. A Liberal Government will

$46 000. The polling continued into December of that yearensure that freedom of information legislation is fully effective in

The results were sent by Mr Kortlang to the chief of providing access to Government information.

SA Water, Mr Ted Phipps, and he, in turn, delivered the The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:

results in a brown envelope to the Cabinet subcommittee on Mr ATKINSON: As the member for Stuart said, that was

water, although the envelopes were never attached to thepromise made when they were in Opposition. On what

Cabinet submission. principle could Government members vote against this Bill?
The Opposition asked the Ombudsman to look at the polls

and rule on whether it was right to release them under the The Hon. G.M. GUNN secured the adjournment of the

Freedom of Information Act. To stop the Ombudsman’sdebate.

deliberations, the then Deputy Premier issued a certificate

under the Act deeming the polls to have the Cabinet exemp- NATIVE VEGETATION

tion mentioned in the Act. The Opposition has appealed ] )

against that certificate in the District Court, but discontinued MrHILL (Kaurna): 1 move:

the acion wien the poling was leaked o us. along Wil et g Ol e T, e e

evidence that the boss of SA. Water, the t.hen Premier and ”ﬁ le o% this Houge on 2 December 1597 be disallowed.

now Premier were all conscious of the discrepancy between

the existence of the polling and denials to Parliament that theometime earlier this year | believe a number of regulations
polling had occurred. were laid on the table as a result of a process of consideration

The Act defines a Cabinet document in the schedule byt the form'er Mlnr:ster for Eln\(|ronnt:e'nt 6}”% Natt:]ral Rb?-
clause 1(2) of the schedule provides: sources. Prior to t 10se regu a_ltlons eing laid on the ta} el
. ’ ) ) understand the Native Vegetation Council and elements in the
A document is not an exempt document by virtue of this claus

if it merely consists of factual or statistical material that does no‘tErIOW Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal

disclose information concerning any deliberation or decision ofAffairs had gone through a process of review of the regula-
Cabinet; tions and spent a considerable amount of time looking at

It is the Opposition’s contention that the opinion polling in ways in which the current Act could be strengthened. At the

Let me give the House an example that more experienced
embers of the Government such as the members for Stuart
nd Hammond will readily understand. During the second
annon Government the then Minister for Health (Hon. John
ornwall)—

An honourable member interjecting:

Mr ATKINSON: Yes, he was one of ours—ordered
pinion polling on matters in his portfolio and added to the
olling a question about his performance as Minister. | would
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same time | understand a backbench committee of theould be cleared? Three exemptions are suggested in these
Government was also looking at alterations to the regulationeegulations to allow clearance. These are three loopholes
that might be considered. through which a bulldozer could be driven to clear large tracts
The then Minister, as | understand it, promised variouf land.
environmental groups, including the Conservation Council So, | reject the regulations as they currently stand. Some
and the Nature Conservation Council, that there would benight say that these are reasonable regulations, that they
proper and extensive consultation about the regulationallow sensible land management practice, but one must look
before they were introduced into this House, and indeed that thebona fidesof this Government regarding the issue of
Nature Conservation Council had some of its own proposalthe Native Vegetation Act and practice over recent years. |
to put to the Minister. will cite some figures to indicate the trend line in terms of
When it came time to produce the regulations, the draftand clearance.
regulations that had been produced by the Nature In 1992, 2.2 per cent of applications to clear land were
Conservation Society and by the Native Vegetation Councidpproved by the Native Vegetation Council; in 1993, 7.7 per
were rejected by the Minister. In fact, the department'scent were approved; there are no figures for 1994; but in
suggestions, which were to strengthen the Act, were rejected995, 86.6 per cent of applications for clearance were
and the only regulations that were brought forward wereapproved. This is a Government that definitely wants to
those which, as | understand it, were produced by th@&ndermine the correct application of the Native Vegetation
Minister’'s own backbench committee. It is those regulationsAct and is looking for loopholes, exclusions and exceptions
which are currently on the table and which | seek to haveo allow more and more land to be cleared, so that—
disallowed. The objections to those regulations are extensive. The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the parents supervising

Members interjecting: children in the gallery to ask them to sit down and stop
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kaurna has the hanging over the balustrade.
call. Mr HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for protecting me

~ MrHILL:  Three kinds of exemptions are sought to befrom falling children. The trend shows that the Government's
introduced by way of these regulations. | will briefly explain practice in land management is such that more and more land
them to the House. The first type of exclusion relates tgs being cleared. These loopholes and exemptions would give

specific types of native plants. greater opportunities for those who wish to clear vegetation
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: to do so.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Kaurna has the

call. The Hon. G.M. GUNN secured the adjournment of the

Mr HILL: Ifthese species are growing on your property,debate.
you will not need to seek permission from the Native
Vegetation Council to have them removed. In the opinion of
the Nature Conservation Society, the largest species to be STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
exempted has not been justified, and the basis of their
selection appears to be peculiar. | will not refer to the whole M" MEIER (Goyder): | move:
list of plants but just to a few. For exampbacia victoriae That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable the
is, | understand from the Nature Conservation Society, th%ﬁm’% for Hammond to move four motions without notice
habitat of a nationally rare plant speciegireana rohrlachij ) . ) . o
and it is also the habitat dithochroa blue a rare butterfly, The four motions are identical to those stapdlng in the name
and another rare butterfigilius blue There are six or seven ©f the member for Mawson, who does not intend to proceed
species which will not require permission to be removed fronfvith them.
a property, just generahrte blanchgermission. Motion carried.
The second area of exclusion relates to pest, animal and
plant control. The exemption allows clearance ‘where itis not PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: STURT
reasonably practical to comply with an obligation under the HIGHWAY

Animal and Plant Control Act . without clearing native Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | bring up the fifty-ninth report

vegetation.’ In other words, if there is an obligation to clear . ; . .
pest plants and some of these native species are in that a fathe committee on the Sturt Highway upgrading, Mickan

and if it is not practical in the opinion of the Native Vegeta- fidge to Truro section, and move:
tion Council, the landholder can clear the whole piece of land  That the report be noted.
up to an area of 100 square metres. Unfortunately, ndhe Sturt Highway has become one of the State’s principal
measure is included to prevent this regulation being usettansport routes. That section of 8.2 kilometres from Mickan
cumulatively. So, presumably, an area of 100 square metrdridge to Truro is a vital part of the link between Adelaide,
could be cleared on one day and another such area on ttiee Barossa Valley and the Riverland regions and forms part
next, and so on. of the link from Adelaide to Sydney in the national highway
The third area deals with fire prevention. Obviously, thisgrid. The proposition from the Department of Transport,
matter is of concern to people in both rural and metropolitatdrban Planning and the Arts is to upgrade that 8.2 kilometre
areas. The new exemption allows clearance ‘to protect aection. In addition, an east-bound overtaking lane will be
dwelling or other building from the threat of fire’. In the provided near Stockwell and a west-bound auxiliary lane near
opinion of the Nature Conservation Society, the definition ofTruro.
‘building’ is critical to this regulation. Does it also apply to  The estimated cost all up is $6.5 million, and it is expected
a mobile building such as a caravan which could conceivablyo be completed before the end of next July. In summary, the
be moved about a property from place to place to allowworks for this project include major changes to the geometry
unspecified clearance of scrub so that large tracts of landf the road, additional lanes for overtaking, safer placement
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and design of side road junctions and better and safer loc8@laveyston road and Seppeltsfield road; an overpass at
access both to and across the road. The Public Workdempel Road; and landscaping.
Committee agrees that this section of the Sturt Highway has | want to congratulate the people in charge of the land-
poor alignment on the pavement and that it is too narrow. Iscaping: it is magnificent. Our highways today are almost a
contains inadequately designed junctions and, worse stillyork of art because they are landscaped so beautifully.
there are large sections of structurally unsound parts in thBefore the $7 million federally-funded bypass was built, the
pavement. That is to say, the footings are insufficient to carrpaveyston-Penfolds Hill section of the Sturt Highway had a
the load. In addition to the foregoing, the committee notesiumber of deficiencies, such as the poor alignment and the
that the opportunities for overtaking on this stretch of roadevel of service; a low speed environment through Daveyston;
are limited. This has led to traffic delays and an aboveand an accident rate higher than the State average. The Sturt
average crash rate. Highway at Daveyston carries some 5 200 vehicles per day
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for and 20 per cent of those (or 1 040) could be classed as very
Fisher will either go into the gallery and have a conversatioreavy vehicles. The Federal member for Wakefield (Neil
there or move out of the Chamber. Andrew) and the Minister for Transport (Hon. Diana
Mr LEWIS: Further, the traffic volumes are very high for Laidlaw) attended the recent opening of the road. Mr Andrew
a two-lane rural road that has a high commercial vehiclesaid that the 4.5 kilometre by-pass would complement other
component and steady growth rate. It is worth noting that ifederally funded works on the Sturt Highway, in particular
was designed originally as a two-way rural road and sealethe Sheoak Log bypass—of which the member for Light is
at that time but it is now part of the national highway grid. very aware—and the adjoining Sheoak Log to Daveyston
The committee members understand that the proposesgctor, which was upgraded in early 1993, again with
upgrade will fix the problems and deficiencies and providéCommonwealth funding.
amore efficient, safer and expanded traffic carriage facility. The Federal Coalition Government will provide
In particular, the project is expected to improve transpor93.86 million for the national highway system in South
accessibility and to assist regional economic development bfustralia in 1997-98—an increase of $35.4 million or 60 per
increasing the attractiveness of this route for tourists, botlsent more than in 1996-97. | pay the highest tribute to the
regional and long-distance traffic. Federal Government, because these sort of moneys are
The economic benefits include: the provision of moremaking a big difference to our State’s transport infrastructure.
efficient travel times; a reduction in vehicle operatingThe previous Federal Labor Government certainly was not
expenses; improved fuel consumption; and a decrease in tfignding adequately and, apart from the Port Wakefield dual
incidence of accidents and crash severity. So, there will bearriageway highway, for which | gave the previous
not only a decrease in the number but a decrease in severigovernment all credit, | do not know of any other major road
and consequence. Furthermore, other benefits, such as gredteajects of which both State and Federal Labor Governments
driver comfort, enhancing environmental pollution controlcan be proud. That is a disgrace, because we are running low
and overall improved access to the road, are also expected@sr infrastructure in South Australia.
a result of our undertaking the work. The Public Works Bardavcol was the construction company for the
Committee endorses the Department of Transport’s proposBlaveyston by-pass and is to be congratulated on the project.
to upgrade this section of the Sturt Highway from Mickanslt is a great asset and | was pleased to be there on opening
Bridge to Truro and recommends the proposed public workglay. There was a waterhole and trees in the path of the
highway, and it has done a beautiful job of preserving the
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | have much pleasure in waterhole. On opening day it actually had water in it with a
supporting this motion, as the Sturt Highway passes througtuck or two: it was picturesque. | am not a rabid greenie, but
my electorate, in fact dividing the electorates of Schubert antl appreciate major works such as this which have some
Light. The Sturt Highway, as the member for Hammond jussympathy with and which seek to preserve the natural assets
said, is a major regional link between Adelaide and theof the land on which they are sited. It is a reflection of the
Barossa Valley and, of course, the Riverland. Itis a road thathole community’s attitude.
many of us, including me, use a lot. | was aware of the |drive on this road a lot and appreciate it very much. The
previous condition of the road, how dangerous it was, and thpreviously poor condition of the highway caused a lot of
very high accident rate it had the dubious honour of havingproblems with people getting from the Barossa to Adelaide.
Of course, it is now also the major route to northern VictoriaWe had a serious problem in getting from Tanunda to
and Sydney. The road has grown into a major freight anddelaide. You could go down the Barossa Valley Way from
tourism route and was declared part of the Adelaide-Sydnelyndoch to Gawler, and everyone knows that that is a terrible
national highway in 1992, just after it became part of myroad. It is bitumen, but the lovely trees are close to the road
electorate. and it has one of the highest death rates in the State. | avoid
I am personally delighted with the Daveyston bypassthat road at all costs except when on business or going for a
which has just been completed and joins this part of theéourist drive. If | am in a hurry | do not travel on that road.
highway that we are discussing now. This has been a pressifidese are the alternative roads. The other alternative was to
need for residents for a long time. No longer will they needgo north to Nuriootpa and get onto the Sturt Highway. We
to put up with the large trucks constantly travelling throughhad a bottleneck at Daveyston, which has been solved.
their towns, particularly on the exhaust brakes as they come The third option and now the highest priority is to put a
into the speed zones. | could hear these massive trucks on ttierd link into the Barossa, which has to come off at Sheoak
exhaust brakes from the other highway some 10 kilometrelsog, go across through Gomersal and link in just south of
away, so members can imagine what it was like to live thereTanunda. This has been talked about for years. It is now the
The project involved the realignment of the Sturt HighwayBarossa region’s highest priority. Now that this project and
with the provision of a 1.6 kilometre climbing lane for traffic the Morgan-Burra Road are finished, this is my highest
travelling east; improved junctions with the Freeling topriority. | am pleased that the road is now open; | am pleased
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with the standard of the work; | am pleased that thencidence of accidents, a decrease in crash severity (as
Government put the work together; and | am pleased with theneasured by the cost of repairs) and a decrease in the severity
work of the Public Works Committee. My last concern is of injuries sustained by people involved.

whether the main road will be sealed through Truro while  There will also be a greater measure of driver comfort,
they are there. | have much pleasure in supporting the motioenhancement of environmental pollution control, better

Motion carried. facilities and access for cyclists, and an overall improved
access to the road which will arise from this work. The Public
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: BURBRIDGE Works Committee endorses the proposal to widen the road
ROAD and streetscape the Brooker Terrace to South Road section
and recommends the proposed work.
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move: Motion carried.
That the sixtieth report of the committee on the Burbridge Road
widening and streetscaping be noted. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: BIRDWOOD
Burbridge Road is the most direct link between the Adelaide NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM

International Airport and the central business district of the
capital city. It has been a central part of the Adelaide Arrive  Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move:
Burbridge Road master plan. It is a key gateway to the city. That the sixty-first report of the committee on the Birdwood
Consequently, the road must provide an efficient and safddational Motor Museum—New Exhibition Pavilion be noted.
access to the city and create a good, visual positive image dhe National Motor Museum at Birdwood was established
Adelaide and the State as, when the many people visiting thia 1965 at what was the Birdwood Mill, which had for many
State hitterra firmaat the Adelaide Airport on arriving by generations belonged to the Pflaum family. It was, therefore,
air, their firstimpression is the one they receive driving alonga flour mill and originally a private business acquired by the
that carriageway. State Government in 1976. The museum is the third oldest
I know that many such people consider that we havenajor museum in South Australia and is one of the largest
outstanding advantages in South Australia, but were previousnd most prominent in terms of the numbers of visits made
ly unimpressed and indifferent about what they saw as thby people to it and the profile it has in Australia. It is the
approach to the city from that readily accessible amenity, th&lational Motor Museum.
airport. The Department of Transport, accordingly, in  The History Trust of South Australia proposes to construct
conjunction with the City of West Torrens has proposed taa new exhibition pavilion at the National Motor Museum on
widen and streetscape the section of Burbridge Road betweéme existing site. It is expected that the new pavilion, which
Brooker Terrace and South Road at a cost of betweewill be known as the Hall of Australian Motoring, will
$8.02 million and $8.57 million with the final amount enhance the museum’s tourist appeal and address the
contingent upon land acquisition negotiations. inadequacy of the present structure and the run-down nature
To summarise, then, the works for the proposed upgradef those buildings which in the main were a bit like Topsy—
include a central median strip with a protected right-turn slothey just grew. The estimated cost is $5 million and we
arrangement, two traffic lanes in each direction, bicycle lanegxpect the project to be completed by the end of July next
paving of the footpaths, semi-indented bus bays at thgear.
kerbside, indented parking lanes, undergrounding of power The work for this project includes: the construction of a
lines, feature lighting, planting an avenue of plane trees an8 500 square metre display area for accommodation of
provision of banners, flags and street furniture to enhance thmaterial displayed all on a single level; erection of an
amenity and aesthetics of the area. environmentally controlled special exhibition area of 300
The Public Works Committee notes that the proposedquare metres; a ceiling height sufficient to allow for
works complete the Burbridge Road upgrade. They will alscommercial vehicle displays and movement, with provision
fulfil the Government’s commitment to develop Adelaide asfor appropriate landscaping in the messuage; and expansion
a vital centre for corporate business, as well as to maintain itsnd upgrade of the car parking and other vehicle parking
attractiveness as a tourist destination—and that is particularkacilities, with the removal of existing dilapidated prefabricat-
important, as | said before, for overseas visitors. Thesd buildings which were all part of the Topsy syndrome.
committee acknowledges that this section of Burbridge Roa@here will also be construction of new fences to the west and
is currently impaired by the existence of shared kerbsideorth boundaries of the car park to secure the area and an
parking lanes, the complete absence of an appropriate centigbgrade of the existing services for the people who visit and
median strip in this area, the lack of suitable facilities forwork there.
cyclists and the non-existence of indented, sheltered loading The committee wishes the House to note that this new
and unloading zones for bus stops. construction will double the existing museum'’s display area
The motor vehicle accident rate on this road is high inand allow up to 10 interpretive exhibitions incorporating
comparison with the average for similar sections of otheapproximately 40 cars, 40 motorcycles and 40 commercial
metropolitan roads with similar traffic densities. Membersmotor vehicles. The committee acknowledges that during the
will understand that the proposed works will alleviate thesgast decade the National Motor Museum has emerged as an
problems and generally improve road safety; they willinstitution of national standing and has become increasingly
enhance transport efficiency, reduce road user costs and help outstanding and successful tourist attraction, for people
the council to achieve its objective of attracting business t@oming not just from interstate but also overseas. Indeed, it
this part of its area. The committee considers that thés one of the most comprehensive collections of motor
proposed works will provide a number of direct economicvehicles anywhere in the world. In addition, the museum’s
benefits for the community which include the provision ofsignificance is linked to several areas of key economic
more efficient travel times, a reduction in vehicle operatingmportance to us here in South Australia in our tourism
expenses, improved fuel consumption, a decrease in th@oduct, particularly the Barossa Valley tourism strategy, the
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automotive industry strategy and the State’s evolving eventacquired in 1976 by the State Government and it now has a
strategy, all of which helped to generate those obviousational profile.

economic benefits for us. | am pleased that we have a national facility in regional
In addition, we understand that currently the museum'ssouth Australia, particularly when we recall the debate we
exhibitions and its collection of 400 or so vehicles are houseﬂa\/e just had about the wine centre. | believe that the wine
in inadequate accommodation which fails to meet internationcentre probably could be in the region, but | understand the
ally accepted standards for museums or to provide adequag@bate and did give way to that. | am pleased we have a
shelter and protection for many of the extremely rare if nohational facility in regional South Australia. It is very
unique and therefore valuable items stored and displayegbpular. | note the Hall of Australian Motoring. It will have
there. Itis severely restricted in its present display area of aj magnificent presence, with a theme like that. | know that
existing collections because of this limitation of space, anghe museum has a fine collection of cars made in Australia,

that has prevented appropriately significant displays beingarticularly the unique Summit and pieces of a car called the
mounted, such as commercial vehicles and so on, which ag,stralian.
then stored out of public VIEW. - .. Mr Atkinson: Do they have more than you?

The committee has considered that the new pavilion will ] . .
provide many additional advantages, including an improve-,. Mr VENNING: | have not counted their collection. The
ment of the museum’s ability to display key elements of itsJiSPlay area of 3 500 square metres on one level will be
collection, the attraction of special exhibitions, a boost to it
capacity to attract sponsorship for those exhibitions, th
events associated with them and any other programs associ
ed with the museum itself. It will make it possible to display
the collection of historic commercial vehicles, and it will
provide improved facilities for visitors and the events they

attend, and other functions. It will increase the attractivenes$ d by th le of South A lia of th
of the museum to those who donate and lend it significangVernment and by the people of South Australia of the

items of motoring heritage material and upon whom the trusflPortance of the Birdwood National Motor Museum. Trying
depends significantly. to get money out of Government is difficult, but $5 million

The committee agrees that the provision of the newsP€aKs volumes.

facilities at Birdwood will enable the museum to retain its ~ This is a vital link to the Barossa Valley strategy. Itis a
pre-eminent position in Australia against its existing andovely drive through the hills to visit the museum and then
potential rivals. We need to be careful of the Kennett factothrough to the valley in the afternoon, which completes a very
inthat respect. It is the National Motor Museum, but it is notPleasant experience. | declare my interest in that | am a
beyond his ken to try to gazump us on that. It is understoodintage car enthusiast—as the Hon. Frank Blevins used to
that the redevelopment will provide a number of social andemind this House, very disparagingly, when discussing
economic benefits to this State, including the creation of morgotor vehicle registrations, etc. | have visited this museum
jobs at the museum in Birdwood, and extend the facilities tanany times over the years and spent many hours there before
both associated catering and accommodation providers af@ing dragged away by my wife—I certainly had not taken
local suppliers of the goods and services to that amenity. Thenough in, but she had had enough. | look forward to visiting
Public Works Committee endorses the proposal to constru¢fere in the future, which | will be doing shortly, to discuss
the new exhibition pavilion on the current National Motor the plans. I support the motion.

Museum site at Birdwood and recommends the proposed Motion carried.

antastic. | will be pleased with the removal of the temporary
uildings, because they have been a blot on the lovely
ndscape, particularly with the upgrading of the existing
acilities and the landscaping that will go with it. All this will
double the space available for displays. What they have now
is a little restrictive, but they have done a good job with what
ey have had. | believe that $5 million is recognition by the

public work.
The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Schubert. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: ROYAL
Mr Atkinson: It's not in your electorate! ADELAIDE HOSPITAL

Mr VENNING (SChubert) Excuse me. Birdwood is in Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | bring up the Sixty_second

the electorate of Schubert. If the honourable member wergsport of the committee on the Royal Adelaide Hospital
half as knowledgeable as he thinks he is, | am sure he and thgaster plan and move:

Parliament would be much more enlightened.

Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Mr VENNING: No, it was not in the seat of Custance. | Stage 1 is the section about which | speak. The Royal
was very pleased to get this area at the last election alongdelaide Hospital was established in 1840. It was the first
with the change of electorate name. | have represented tt®spital in South Australia to provide acute and community
Birdwood community since the October election in my newpatient health care services. It is one of the State’s largest
electorate of Schubert. employers and is also a major university teaching hospital,

I have much pleasure in supporting the motion. | note thesupporting undergraduate and postgraduate education in
funding for the new exhibition pavilion, and | look forward medicine, nursing, physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
to meeting people at the National Motor Museum in the nexsocial work, medical laboratory sciences and pharmacy. The
few days to note progress and to look at the plans, etc. $outh Australian Health Commission proposes to undertake
understand that the project will cost $5 million. That is aStage 1 of a four-stage redevelopment of the Royal Adelaide
massive amount of State money which is going towards thislospital to meet the future health needs of the community
project. | first visited Birdwood Mill shortly after it was without substantial addition to the current size or the number
opened in 1965, as a motoring enthusiast—nothing to do witbf public hospitals in the State. The hospital has prepared a
politics in those days. | was still young and bushy tailed inmaster plan for the progressive development of existing and
those days, and an old car enthusiast, as | still am. This wagew infrastructure within the North Terrace and Hampstead

That the report be noted.
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Centre campuses. CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) (VICTIM

It should be noted that, due to the hospital’s financial and  |IMPACT STATEMENTS) AMENDMENT BILL
operational needs, the project works have been staged over
a seven-year period, at a total estimated cost of $121 million, Mr ATKINSON (Spence) obtained leave and introduced
with an estimated $16.59 million allocated to Stage 1. Thea Bill for an Act to amend the Criminal Law (Sentencing) Act
works to be conducted in this stage involve four main areasl988. Read a first time.
The first is the Eleanor Harold building, which will be Mr ATKINSON: | move:
refurbished and converted to a teaching facility, with a new That this Bill be now read a second time.
library and lecture theatre complex to be constructed withihe right of a victim of a person who has been convicted of
its present structure, and services such as air-conditioning, criminal offence was introduced in 1988 through the
electrical, lighting, water supply, plumbing and fire control Criminal Law (Sentencing) Act. Section 7 of that Act was
facilities to be upgraded to meet current regulatory andntroduced by the then Attorney-General, the
statutory requirements. The second of the four main areas i$on. C.J. Sumner, who had a particular interest in enhancing
the Margaret Graham building next door. That is to bethe rights of victims. That section provides:
r_efurblshed an_d upgraded. Its air-conditioning, electrical and (1) Subject to subsection (2), the prosecutor must, for the purpose
fire services will also be upgraded to meet current standardst assisting a court to determine sentence for an offence, furnish the
The existing voice and data cabling will be replaced—'voice’court with particulars (that are reasonably ascertainable and not
meaning telephone, ‘data’ meaning computer. already before the court in evidence or a pre-sentence report) of—

; ; ) e (a) injury, loss or damage resulting from the offence; and
The third part is the Women’s Health Centre Building, (b) injury, loss or damage resulting from—

which is to he_lve its alr-condmonlng_ and fire systems ()  any other offence that is to be taken into account
upgraded and its voice and data cabling system replaced. specifically in the determination of sentence; or

Finally, there is the Hampstead Centre on that campus, where (i)  acourse of conduct consisting of a series of criminal
a new building will be constructed, together with all associat- acts of the same or a similar character of which the

ed infrastructure works offence for which sentence is to be imposed forms
’ part.

The Public Works Committee acknowledges that currently 5y the prosecutor may refrain from furnishing the court with
there is a large body of students in both medical and pargarticulars of injury, loss or damage suffered by a person if the
medical disciplines doing their hands-on training in theperson has expressed a wish to that effect to the prosecutor.
hospital, with the location of many of the educational (3) The validity ofasentence is not affected by non-compliance
functions adversely complicating the flow of patients and th&" insufficient compliance with this section.
level of patient care being provided in the complex ofThat was a most innovative move by the then Labor
buildings available in the hospital. So, to address this anéfovernment, one which lawyers and judges were not wholly
other deficiencies, Stage 1 of the master plan proposes f&ppy about, because it marked such a break with the normal
relocate and consolidate those amenities—that is, thadversarial custom of criminal trials whereby the prosecution
hospital’s educational research and administrative funcand defence lawyers go hard atit—the prosecution to obtain
tions—to the precinct along Frome Road, which specificallya conviction, the defence to avoid one—and the victim is
includes the buildings that | have mentioned: Eleanor Haroldargely forgotten.

Margaret Graham and the Women’s Health Centre building. | believe that there is still some resistance by the judiciary

The committee has been told that an overall review of th@f this State to the written victim impact statement. | do not
existing hospital facilities undertaken as part of the mastesay that it is widespread, but a survey which was mentioned
plan process revealed that the Royal Adelaide Hospital is itp me at a seminar that | attended during Victim Awareness
need of significant infrastructure upgrade in its wards andVeek stated that at least one senior judge in this State had
equipment, as many of those buildings in the hospital ngold the surveyor anonymously that he took no notice
longer provide the standard of accommodation amenity anehatsoever of a victim impact statement when passing
technology required to meet both the public and the clinicapentence. That judge, whoever he may be, is merely represen-
expectations in the delivery of that health care servicetative of the feeling of a great many lawyers in this State who
Committee members note that current problems also exigesent the intrusion of the victim impact statement into the
with the emergency department, the ambulatory care and tieaditional criminal trial process.
outpatient facility at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and The Bill before us gives the victim the ability to make an
acknowledge the necessity of Stage 1 works in facilitating theral statement to the court of the effect of the crime on him
subsequent upgrade of these departments. or her after conviction of the accused but before sentencing,

Further, the committee considers that the developmerand in the presence of the accused. | do not think that many
strategy contained in the master plan for this project willvictims will want to take up this right, but for those who do
facilitate the progressive upgrading of the hospital, as well akthink their participation in the trial in person will be most
address its current physical and operational limitations, witttherapeutic. It would be a stronger, more dignified interven-
minimal disruption. It also identifies the opportunities for tion in the trial by the victim and it would give the victim a
future private sector involvement in the financing andsense of having played a real role in the trial. The victim
delivery of health-related services. As is pointed out, whilewould be able to tell his or her story. Of course, the accused
the committee recognises the importance of the entire projesould be present in the dock during the oral submission by
the committee gives approval to Stage 1 works only, and athe victim.
subsequent stages are required to come before the committeeUnder section 7 of the Act, some victims can probably
prior to their commencement. The Public Works Committeenow make an oral statement but only at the discretion of the
endorses the proposal for Stage 1 and recommends tiwal judge. | think that would be granted only if there were
proposed public works. some reason, perhaps a lack of literacy, which made it

Motion carried. difficult for them to write a victim impact statement. Earlier

this year it came to light that prisoners at Yatala were
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gloating about the effect of their crimes on the victim and thatommunity clearly wants this school be given a reprieve, and
they had pasted on the walls of their cells copies of the victinit is up to all members of this Parliament to vote accordingly
impact statements submitted during the course of their triato allow this legislation pass through the final stages today.
| am sure that the House would be revolted by such &hatis what we will be voting on. If there is a vote to adjourn
practice, and | understand that the prison authorities sughis matter, the issue is whether we close these schools or
pressed it, but it seems to me that is another reason whygive them a reprieve.
victim may well prefer to make an oral submission to the
court rather than a written one.

I must mention to the House what the Bill is not. It is not
an ability for a victim to make a submission as to the
appropriate sentencing of the person convicted. It would bEiII
wrong in principle to lead victims to believe that by making
an oral submission they could suggest to the judge what the
think the appropriate sentence would be, that they could ent
intimately into the sentencing process. The purpose of m§
Bill is to give the victim the ability to tell his or her story, to

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | move:
That the debate be adjourned.
Mr ATKINSON: Sir, | was on my feet to speak on the

The SPEAKER: The custom is for the call to go to the
her side, as the honourable member is aware. It has been the
ustom in this House in the 18 years that | have been here.

The House divided on the motion:

apprise the court of the effect of the crime on him or her. It ) AYES (23)
is on the basis and on that basis only that | commend the Bill ~ Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
to the House. Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
Condous, S. G. Evans, I. F.
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate. Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L.
Hamilton-Smith, M. L.  Ingerson, G. A.
EDUCATION (GOVERNMENT SCHOOL Kerin, R. G. Kotz, D. C.
CLOSURES) AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2) Lewis, I. P. Matthew, W. A.
Maywald, K. A. Meier, E. J. (teller)
Second reading. Olsen, J. W. Penfold, E. M.
Scalzi, G. Such, R. B.
Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given that the time is 12.35 p.m. Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R.
and | have only 25 minutes for this debate, | will give the Wotton, D. C.
shortest second reading speech in history. | can do so because NOES (21)
I have debated a similar Bill, and a comprehensive second Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
reading speech can be founcHansardof 4 December. This Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.
Bill is an attempt to enshrine in law a safeguard to deal with Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F.
an appeals mechanism for the situation where a Minister for De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O.
Education acts against the recommendation of the review for Geraghty, R. K. Hill, J. D.
a school closure and decides to go ahead anyway and close  Hurley, A. K. Key, S. W.
that school. The urgency of this Bill is that some schools have Koutsantonis, T. McEwen, R. J.
been nominated for closure this year and, if this Parliament Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D.
does not deal with this Bill within the next 25 minutes (and Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
of course the Parliament has the ability to extend debate Thompson, M. G. White, P. L. (teller)
beyond that if it so desires), those schools—the Croydon, Wright, M. J.
Croydon Park and McRitchie Crescent Primary Schools— PAIRS
will close and there will be no recourse. That is the reason for Buckby, M. R. Hanna, K.
my urgency. Majority of 2 for the Ayes.

I understand that there will be an attempt to adjourn this
matter so that it is not completed today, and today is the last
chance for those schools. That is in the hands of every
member of this Parliament. The Labor Opposition signals that
it will vote against an adjournment, and it will come down to Y.
the Liberal and Independent members to act in accord Wit%o'\\,/l; HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |
their conscience about whether they will give those schools

; ; That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable the
agoor whether they will close them. Let us not be in aNYmember for Hart to move forthwith that the report of the Auditor-
confusion about that.

) _ General be noted, and that the time allotted for the motion be 30
I conclude my second reading speech. | appeal, particulaminutes.

ly to the Independent members of this Parliament, Who haye Motion carried.

the balance of power in this House, to vote to deal with this

BiII—_we can progress this Bill to its final stages _today—and Mr FOLEY (Hart): | move:
to give Croydon, Croydon Park and McRitchie Crescent

Primary Schools a chance. We have just gone through an
election campaign during which the Croydon closure inA couple of weeks ago South Australians were treated to an
particular was a significant issue. We have had the peopknedifying spectacle of the Premier threatening to bring on
vote astoundingly, telling the Government of this State tha@ no-confidence motion in his own Government and voting

they are not happy with the way they have been treated bggainst himself. It was a bizarre twist that confounded

this Government. They gave a clear message that they wag@mmentators and the public alike.

this Government to listen and respond to their views. The There being a disturbance in the gallery:

Motion thus carried; debate adjourned.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

That the report be noted.
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The SPEAKER: | send a clear message to the gallery thatno evidence to support the decision of the Premier’'s Depart-
if we have any more interjections or disturbance the Chaiment not to use open competitive tendering. That would come
will be forced to clear the gallery and you will not have theas no surprise from a Government that made such an
opportunity of being present to hear the rest of the debateappalling mess of issues such as the water privatisation

Mr FOLEY: The Premier was described in thimancial  contract, the EDS deal and the EDS Building on North
Reviewas being the loser of the century who had caused sucherrace; from a Government which, according to documents
carnage in the Liberal Party and was threatening to do it aleaked to the Opposition, is about to do it all over again to our
again. Had the Premier learnt nothing from the 11 OctobeSBtate’s water systems.

State election? It was yet another example of his stupidity The Auditor-General found no adequate documentation
which assures us that John Olsen will not be Premier at theupporting why a particular consultant was appointed. He
time of the next State election. found no effective monitoring of outcomes. He found that

Just days after the Premier said he might in future vote noonsultants were able to change the terms and conditions of
confidence in himself and his Government, the Auditor-their contracts to suitthemselves, and also that contracts had
General beat him to it. The report of the Auditor-General isbeen signed by individuals without the legal status to do so.
a massive statement of no confidence in the Premier and thWghat a disgrace!

Government he leads. On page after page of the audit report There is more. The Auditor found serious problems with
real and serious issues— the Economic Development Authority: persistent problems

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: On a point of order, Sir, | bring of inadequate controls and little accountability over the years
to your attention the rules relating to the televising of thisduring which the Premier was the Minister responsible. In
Chamber. The television camera must be focused only on tHE995 the Auditor-General raised his first concern about the
person addressing the Chair. | understand that this camefact that industry assistance money was being provided to
currently may be used for purposes contrary to the rules. | agbrivate companies without adequate information and controls.
for your ruling. The Auditor-General's Report says that the Government was

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. | direct my not always able to verify that agreed arrangements and
remarks to the gallery. It has been a long established custoperformance benchmarks had been achieved when companies
of this House that the television cameras will focus only orsought ongoing support. The Auditor-General states that since
amember when he or she is speaking. The cameras also wil995 there has been ‘no advancement on the introduction of
not focus on others in the gallery, and any film that happena formalised monitoring or reporting arrangement for these
to be in that camera this morning that has been taken at ampackages’. That is very much what Labor has been saying for
time other than whether a member on the floor is speakinguite some time. It is time for the Premier to introduce
cannot and will not be used for any other purpose. The.abor's policy of performance-based industry assistance
member for Hart. programs to ensure that the promises made by companies for

Mr FOLEY: On page after page of the audit report realthe creation of jobs are actually delivered when a company
and serious issues are raised about this Governmentsceives one of the Premier’s very favourable taxpayer-
competence, honesty and ham-fisted attempts to avoid beifignded packages.
accountable for its actions. The Auditor-General has held up Since the Economic Department Authority has had an
the light to the dark corners of this Government’s waste andnnual budget of almost $100 million, this is no small matter,
extravagance and in so doing has shown that the priorities @it it does not end there, either. The Premier is indeed the
this Government— Premier for privatisation. He is at this moment planning more

Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, Sir, under Standing water privatisation behind the back of Parliament as we
Orders 75 and 76, | believe you should order the removal o$peak. The Auditor-General has found that the Premier’s $1.5
the video film from that camera to ensure that it does nobillion water contract was not being properly monitored by
contravene Standing Orders nor be used for any purpose otHeA Water—surprise, surprisel—given its track record on this
than that which would otherwise have been authorised. whole shoddy outsourcing contract.

The SPEAKER: The Chair notes the honourable  The Auditor-General reviewed what SA Water has done
member’s point of order. | would appreciate the indulgencéo monitor the performance of United Water under the
of all members in allowing me to deal with this matter in my contract in the operation and management area. In spite of the
own way. If the offence was continued after my warning tofact that United Water took control of Adelaide’'s water
the press gallery, certain other actions will be taken. | trussystem nearly two years ago, he found that SA Water had not
that those involved with the various television channels anget established a framework to ensure that ‘all the outcomes
the camera persons concerned will take careful note of msequired by the contract were being achieved’. He found
ruling of a few minutes ago. The member for Hart. insufficient evidence of proper oversight and review of the

Mr FOLEY: There is no Minister of this Government wholly foreign-owned United Water by SA Water. He found
whose actions come in for more criticism from the Auditorthat what little review there was took place only when there
than the Premier himself. The Auditor has not only queswas a problem, presumably a problem like Bolivar. He found
tioned the overall direction of policy under this Governmentthat there was no final asset management plan between
(and I shall say more about that later) but also found that th&/nited and SA Water. Instead, SA Water has done such
agencies under the Premier are among the worst administertings as ‘issuing SA Water manuals on good operating
in the entire Public Service. The Auditor-General has foungractices to United Water upon commencement of the
that within the Premier’s own department more than $1 hasontract’. Well, that did not prevent the Bolivar pong.
been spent on employing consultants using processes that There being a disturbance in the Speaker’s gallery:
were in many instances outside the law. Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:

The Auditor found that in many cases there was norecord The SPEAKER: Order!
of consultants employed, the cost of employing those Mr FOLEY: | suggest to the member for Waite that he
consultants or the purpose of those consultancies. He fourz a little careful about what he says.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will not In John Olsen we have a Premier for privatisation. With

respond to interjections. recklessness for the consequences, this Premier has pursued
Mr FOLEY: Sir, the interjections just made are totally privatisation and outsourcing with zeal but without any real
inappropriate. idea of what he is doing. Privatisation and outsourcing have
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: been the centrepiece of what passes for policy under our
Mr FOLEY: Well, Minister, you are not supposed to policy-free Premier—and we well know that the Premier has
interject. learnt nothing from this election and is planning, as | said
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart. earlier, more of the same.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: | have said it before, and | shall say it again: South

The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Hart proceeded Australians owe a debt of gratitude to the Auditor-General for
with his speech, the interjections from the other side wouldevealing things about this Government that the Government
probably stop. would rather keep quiet, such as the fact that, while the

Mr FOLEY: Thank you for your protection, Sir. Premier tells us to accept privatisation as something of

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir. Itis early Penefit to the people, the reality of so much of his
in the new Parliament but | draw your attention to thePrivatisation is that private interstate companies make the
member for Spence—who has a predilection for directingrofits and South Australians take on the risk. John Olsen’s
traffic in this place. | thought displays were out of order. ~Penchant for outsourcing and privatisation means that the

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order if displays profits are privatised and the risks are socialised. Just look at
were taking place at the time. It would aid the passage df'¢ EDS Building saga. The Premier refuses to detail to this
private members’ time if the member for Hart could resume"arliament the current level of taxpayer risk and exposure as
his speech, and other members may then wish to contribut@.result of Cabinet’s final decision to proceed with the North

Mr FOLEY: | thank you for your protection, Sir, but to Terrace EDS Building. But, we know, because the Auditor-
suggest that the Opposition is exploiting children is aGeneral has told us, that the Department of Treasury and
disgraceful remark and the member for Waite should p&inance identified taxpayer risk, such as the failure to gain

ashamed of that comment. adequate occupancy levels. Documents leaked to the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will OPPOsition in November [astyear put the potential taxpayer
come back to the motion before the House. exposure at up to at least $32 million, but this could even be

Mr Atkinson interjecting: more—as we have now Iegrnt.
The SPEAKER: Order! Has the member for Hart finished ' he Auditor-General points out that the Government was

his remarks? forced to increase rent payable to the site owners for the
Mr FOLEY: No. Sir. | have not— holding costs during the extended negotiation period. What
The SPEAKER: Could we proceed is the public risk exposure now? The Premier will not tell us.

This is a fundamental issue of public accountability, but it is
. : on that very issue of open, honest and accountable
Char, thank you, $|r. s . Government that the Olsen Government has feet of clay.
The SPEAKER: The Chamber is fairly silent. | would L ;
imagine the member for Hart could resume. Morﬁ than two years after the S'.gn'r.‘l? of the c_?ntt)llract w;]t_h
Mr EOLEY: Instead of this, SA Water had done SuchEDS,t e EDS contract summary is still not available to this

things as ‘issuing SA Water manuals on good operatingar"ament and the United Water contract summary was only

Mr FOLEY: —and | would enjoy the protection of the

practices to United Water upon commencement of th abled yesferday, even though from an audit pOi!“ of view
contract’. That did not prevent a Bolivar pong. It is hardly €Y have ‘been available for release to the Parliament for
enough to ensure that over $5 billion worth of plant and>°M€ con5|deraplet|me .1 am not sure why t_he Government
equipment is being managed well. was so keen to withhold the water contract, given that, as they
When the Auditor-General comes to the water contract‘é(now’ we were Ie_aked Fhe entire contract a little unde_r ayear
export and industry development aspects, it gets no bettefd%: Once again, this Government shows nothing but
How can the Premier claim the contractis leading toindustr)‘;ontempt for the. Parliament and the pt_eople. These two
and export development when the Auditor-General has foun ntracts.a!one will cost the South Australian taxpayer more
that the information provided to him by SA Water was an $2 billion. ) . .
incomplete and that SA Water was not even assessing a More generally, for the th|_rd successive year, the Audltqr-
number of United Water's specific industry developmentGeneral has warned of the risks and dangers of outsourcing.
commitments. He has warned in this year's report of the loss of the
The Auditor-General has found that SA Water's annuaf@0vernment's control of intellectual property, warning that,
performance appraisal was general and that the report arisiigd | quote:
from it specifically removed issues raised by independent Without a guarantee of availability to these intellectual property
consultants related to measurement of United Water'g@ssets, the Government is not in a position to ensure that it can
exports. He also found that SA Water was not even assessifiectively govern.
whether United Water was meeting a number of its specifitiere again, the Auditor-General finds the Olsen Government
industry development commitments. The Auditor-General hagianting and challenges fundamental aspects of the
revealed part of the reality of the Premier’s rotten watetGovernment’s whole approach. Think about the EDS deal:
privatisation contract. Every time the Premier uses the $565 million deal into which we are locked for nine years
phrases ‘international best practice’ and ‘international watein an area of rapid technical change and development. The
industry’ to clothe the naked truth that this water contract wag\uditor-General found that the Government was being paid
a rotten deal for South Australia, he merely shows Soutimo compensation or licence fees for the Government's
Australians what they already know: that in the Premier wentellectual property. He points out that the agreement does
have a Premier with no substance. not specify what intellectual property assets the Government
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owns and will be making available to EDS. The Auditor- members should note that—by some $158 million in real
General states: terms.

The risk is that the Government does not know what assets it iF At _the same time fund_mg to cover future _S_e‘pa_rat'on
providing and it will therefore not be able to ensure effective llabilities has fallen and not increased by $212 millionin real
management of these assets over the course of the contract rterms. After all the panic that the Liberals sought to create in
guarantee that they will be handed over at the expiry or terminatioghe wake of their 1994 Audit Commission Report about
of the outsourcing agreement. unfunded superannuation liabilities, the Auditor-General
The position is little better under the water contract, and th¢oints out:

Auditor-General continues to warn of the risks. For example, The level of superannuation funding provided for in the 1997-98
for the second year running the Auditor-General has warnebludget is substantially less than the 1993-94 budget.

that, where the Government outsources assets and functiomfat is going from Labor’s last budget. How has this come
to the private sector, the Government will often retain liability about, after all the play made by the Liberal Party about
for the actions of the outsource provider. Once again, thguperannuation funding in the wake of the 1993 State
Premier's model of privatisation is one in which overseas an@|ection? | quote the Auditor-General:

Interstate companies take the profits and the South Australian In recent years in this State the amount of superannuation funding
taxpayer takes the risk. contributions each year has been determined, in effect, as a balancing

This is a Government that apparently considers the affairdem to maintain the deficit of the non-commercial sector at projected
of Government are no business for ordinary Sout evels. )

Australians. Labor disagrees. | have already referred téS Audit states:

instances cited by the Auditor-General where he believes that The reduced superannuation liability funding cannot be regarded
the Government must be made more accountable. Here is jL "epresenting an underlying improvement in the underlying deficit
another example: the Auditor-General found that thegosmon. Rather, it is a discretionary decision to make contributions

. . . . onsistent with achieving forecast outcomes.
expenditure of public funds on the Wilpena Tourist Centre. . .
development was ‘unlawful’. Payments for the developmen he Auditor-General concludes that there have been increases

were made prior to examination and report by the Publid" expenditure over the past four years that have exceeded

Works Committee of this Parliament, which you would recall, Utlay reductions. He further concedes that, if past outlay
Sir. as the former Chairman of that Committee. This wadr€nds continue, they will place pressure on the achievement
done by dishonestly breaking up the costs of the project +gf future debt and deficit targets, a point that the Government

achieve a figure below the $4 million limit, at which point the N€€ds to ook at seriously. Indeed, as the Auditor-General
Public Works Committee must become involved. As thePQiNts out, the present budget papers project that by the year

member for Schubert would know, that is deception and, a 000 the estimated superannuation and debt levels will be
. 1 $14.3 billion, which represents a deterioration of some

the Auditor-General said, unlawful, and members of th o ; X . .
Public Works Committee, indeed members of the$675, million compared with the estimates given in the
Government, should be extremely concerned at such R€Vious years budget papers.

deceitful approach to the approval process for that project. . | "€ audit report also questions the Olsen Government's
. N ,_claim to be a low taxing Government. Taxation revenue has
The reality of the situation is that the Government's

tribution is a lot than $3.9 million t de th increased by nearly 13 per cent in real terms between 1993-94
contribution Is a lot more than 5.5 miflion 10 upgrade the, , 4 1997-98, and this is not due solely to natural increases in
Wilpena infrastructure and its facilities. It also includes

Government guarantee for the extension of the ETSA suppléﬁjxea tI?On réa;]/g;l;g.sN;zgéye%inpel;g(iasr};gy:cgzasa?staﬁ?g:;)rglls

. ) E€overnment since 1993, such as the broadening of the payroll
that no public money can be made available for the CoNstruGz;s pase in recent years. The Auditor-General is to be

tion of public works until the Public Works Committee has commended. His role is vital to good government in this

presented a final report on the issue. The Auditor-General hag o ‘He has shown us that our Government is rushing into
again dellve,red a report Wh'Ch C.ha”enges the Olse olicies of privatisation that will make South Australians
Governments extra\{agant claim of financial managemen, oorer and not richer. He has shown us that, when the
In partlcular, the Aud|tor-G_eneraI challenges the Treasurer remier talks about privatisation and outsourcing, he is often
claims to have substantially reduced State Governmeny,inq anout privatising the benefits and socialising the costs.
outlays and to be a low taxing Government. The ALIdItor'He has shown that our Premier and his department preside
General questions the extent to Wh'Ch the claims O.f th ver a consultant bonanza while he has cut nearly 15 000
Government to have met its _flnanC|aI targets ar.e sustainab blic servants from this State’s payroll.
over the long term. The Auditor-General states: The Auditor-General has shown that our Premier and his
Of crucial importance is whether the means by which forecasEconomic Development Authority do not really know where
outcomes can be achieved can be sustained in the long term and Rg§me of their public money has been spent. He has shown
be the result of continuous balancing from one-off adjustments. that after two years our Premier's water privatisation contract
In less polite language, is the Government cooking the books8 still not being properly monitored and overseen by this
For example, the Auditor-General notes that the $77 millionGovernment. After the monumental stupidity and appalling
special dividend to be received from ETSA this year is nonegligence of the Government and certain officers within SA
recognised as an abnormal item in the budget papers asWater in the process of awarding the contract to United
should be. The Auditor-General’s analysis takes out the effedVater, things are getting no better. What confidence can we
of Commonwealth transfer payments so that we can sdeave in the administration of this contract, the largest contract
clearly the effect of decision-making by this Stateof its type not just in this State but in this country?
Government. The Auditor-General finds that between the Yet, as the Auditor-General also points out, in spite of
years 1993-94 and 1997-98 general Government findhis, in spite of Bolivar and the continued breach of supposed
consumption expenditure has risen and not fallen—andast iron provisions for economic development under the
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water contract, the Government is now paying the head of SA Mr FOLEY: No, public works. | would never reflect on
Water, Mr Ted Phipps, up to $100 000 a year more than hthe all powerful Economic and Finance Committee. In
was receiving two years ago. Today, Ted Phipps’ pay is justonclusion, | ask all members to take on board the very
a little shy of $250 000 a year. The Auditor-General hasserious concerns of the Auditor-General in his seven vol-
shown that open, accountable Government is essential; he hases. It is a pity that it was not tabled during the election
shown us just how far we really are, under this Liberalcampaign, but that has been debated in recent times. In
Government, from having open, accountable and honeseality, it is a report that condemns this Government on a
government. whole series of fronts when it comes to its financial manage-

If we recall the 1993 State election campaign, thement record, and | can only hope that this time the
Government's election slogan told us that we would haveésovernment listens to the Auditor-General and lifts its game.
much more open, accountable and honest government. It is The SPEAKER: Would the member for Hart confirm that
a disgrace that this Government was prepared to get electée has moved that the report of the Auditor-General be noted?
in 1993 on a banner it threw away the minute after winning Mr FOLEY: Yes, | have, Sir.
government. The Auditor-General has shown us that the
claims made by the Olsen Liberal Government about its Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
record in financial management range from dubious to untrue.

| commend the Auditor-General for his report and ask all CROYDON PRIMARY SCHOOL
members to read it. | ask Government members not to accept
blindly the assurances of Ministers of Executive Government Ms WHITE (Taylor): | move:
and not simply accept the assurances of the Premier that all That this House—
is well within Government. This is indeed one of the most (a) calls on the Minister for Education and Children’s

comprehensive reports of an Auditor-General that | have seen ger\éicgs and ttrf]aitntiﬂg ]E_O a|Ckn0W{etdgtﬁ Cf&i_Ci_STS b¥ttr?e
H H H H H mpbuasman thal € Tinal report to the Minister o e
L?tthl'ls Staée Parllamfnt. lthlstcomprlse”dbof se\:jen r\llo'!umehs of Upper West School Cluster Review did not reflect
etalls and commentary that goes well beéyond what we have dissenting views, that documents presented to the
seen previously from Auditors-General. Throughout the Minister contained inaccuracies, that the Co-Chairs of the
report it highlights serious problems with the administration Croydon Primary School signed the final report on
of this Government, not just on the big ticket issues to do misleading advice and that grave doubt exists as to the

with water, EDS and other major outsourcing contracts but extent of consideration given to the Croydon minority

. o report;

in some of the smaller_ areas of government where itiseasy (n) acknowledges the significant campaign by the Croydon
to hide and cover over incompetence and to brush aside issues Primary School Council and parents and friends to save
of poor government and financial mismanagement. the school and advance the educational opportunities of

: ; their children; and
| ask all Government members to do the right thing and t (c) calls on the Minister to reverse the decision to close the

keep the I_Ex_ecutive Government on it_s toes and ensure thal Croydon Primary School and work with the community
they scrutinise reports and work on Ministers, ensuring that to deliver improved educational opportunities for children
those areas for which they are responsible receive the proper in this region.

scrutiny, accountability and quality management that i3 oyl like to take the first part of the motion which deals

deserved. | can say in conclusion that this report, as we entfith the criticisms of the Ombudsman in response to an
the fifth year of this Liberal Government, is an indictment ONgppeal to him regarding the way the review of the Upper
the incompetence, poor financial management and pogiest School Cluster was conducted. In doing so, | refer to the
oversight of the agencies of this Government. Over the nexympudsman’s letter of 25 September 1997 to the Chief
four years, if this Government does not make some majogyecutive of the then Department for Education and
changes in the way it goes about the governance of this Staighjidren’s Services which addressed the complaints in that
we will see a number of major disasters. | hope they can bgppeal. They come under several headings, and | will work

averted, butitis clear in the evidence presented that questioggough them. In his letter, the Ombudsman says to the Chief
must be asked right across Government, not just regardingyecutive:

recurrent outlays but in the concerning area of capital works . . . . .

. — It is my view that there remain a number of aspects of this
programs. One case of development and capital outlay {Srocess which | consider less than satisfy.
described by the Auditor-General as unlawful, and in a spors%

stadium development the Auditor-General called the procesg € 9mbudsman goes on to outline steps which he suggests
into question. This should concern all members ofine department should take in future. In other words, the

Parliament, particularly Government members. Ombudsman has found_f_laws in the way that the reviev_v was
These sorts of issues cannot keep reappearing year a rried out. The Opposition has attempted to debatelln this
year in the Auditor-General's Report and go unanswered. Thelace legislation that would address those flaws in the
Government and members opposite have an obligation to liff€CiSion-making process and the review process. However,
their game, improve their act and give this State decertadly: that was not possible. e -
governance and ensure accountability so that the financia] TUrning to the Ombudsman's criticisms specifically, the

mistakes of the past are not repeated into the future. ThédymPudsman has some concern regarding the consultation
must ensure that we see in South Australia— rocess and its outcome. The Ombudsman questions also the

Mr Venning interjecting: outcome as a result of the consultation process. | will read in

Mr FOLEY: If you read the seven volumes you will see SUmmary one sentence under this heading in the
a litany of woe, a list of financial mismanagement aboufombudsman’s letter where he says:
which the member for Schubert should hang his head in | consider that where at least one school was clearly not in favour
shame. Certainly issues relating to public works in this Stat@&f closure—
will require further investigation. and there the Ombudsman is referring to Croydon Primary
Mr Brindal interjecting: School—
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then it would have been appropriate for this to be recorded in thgiven to the Croydon minority report. He says that, in respect

final report— of the distribution of the Croydon Primary Schools minority
and for the information of members, it was not— report, he was advised that four copies were hand delivered
rather than a summary of the collective views of the schools whicfO the Minister’s office, with a request that they also be sent
may present a misleading picture. to the department. However, the Ombudsman found that that

Obviously, in the Ombudsman’s view, there was a misleadinid not happen. He also said it is unfortunate that the

picture in the final report. It did not reflect the views of all the department did not send a copy to the district superintendent

schools involved in the review. That is one criticism. for comment, or to other relevant staff. | believe all members
Another criticism by the Ombudsman is in respect of thevould agree, from the context of the Ombudsman’s letter,

voting at the final meeting. The Ombudsman says in his lettdfat there are inadequacies on several fronts in the way in
to the Chief Executive: which that review was carried out, and | hope that, some time

Whilst you have advised that this process was described at tHe the new year, when we finally debate the legislation

start of the meeting and never challenged, the complainants [tHelTently before the House, members will take note of that

Croydon Primary School] have informed me that Croydon Primaryand act to correct it.

g,_chool rehpreser]tativ%s ]!‘nainthained that there v(\j/as inadequate time to The second part of my motion acknowledges the very
iscuss the motions before they were required to vote. P : :

Whilst | cannot be certain as to what happened in this respect, 'gnmc.am campaign by .the Croydon P“r.nary SChOOI.
would urge the department to ensure that, where it is necessary f&rouncil—the parents and friends—to save their school. Their
a review group’s decisions to be determined in this matter, then atampaign was based on one concern, and one concern only,
efforts are made to ensure that adequate time is provided faind that was to save their school and advance the educational

individual schools to properly consider the motions put forward. . ; ; ;
To this end. | would have thought that it would have beenopportunmes of their children. | am a little stunned by

desirable for the motions to be disseminated prior to the meeting s§1€MPers opposite denigrating that campaign, because |
that the representatives could have come better prepared. believe that most of the community in South Australia

He goes on to suggest that such an approach be considef&§odnised the sincerity of and the motive behind that

in the future. campaign. It was a simple motive: they had the goodwill and
The third criticism that the Ombudsman has of the Uppepletermlnatmn to work with the Minister, the Government and

West School Cluster Review deals with the way dissentinghe department to do whatever they could to keep—

views in the final report are recorded. The Ombudsman MrVENNING: [rise on a point of order, Sir. | query,

states: looking at the Notice Paper, whether it is in order to be
| am advised that the Croydon Primary School repres,entativegGba.‘tmg thls_motlon, whe_n we have two qth(_ar references OT
voted against the recommendations in the final report. previous business under items 3 and 5, ‘Private Members

The Ombudsman says of this that he would have thought thE[ilIs/Committees/ReguIations’. | believe that item 2, which

this was appropriate information to be included in the report'.saﬁé '[rﬂlges%ev?gﬁg,tmgmd be also out of order. Under the

It was not, so that is another flaw that the Ombudsman founa Th SP,EAKER' ld ' hold th . f order. |

with the review process that led to the Minister's decisionto | € - | do not uphold the point of order. |

close Croydon Primary School. understand that one debate is aboqt th_e fu_ture and one is
Yet another criticism that the Ombudsman has of the waP0ut the present: there is a separation in this debate.

that the review was conducted comes under the title of MS WHITE: This motion is directed at the Croydon
‘Signing the Final Report’. The Ombudsman says: Primary School, and there is a clear difference. Thank you for

| note that you have now accepted that the Co-Chairs werdot upholding that point of order, Sir. | believe that we should

advised that signing of the report only indicated participation in the?cknowledge the significant campaign by the primary school
process and not agreement with the recommendations, which was parents and friends. It is a pity that the Government will not
incorrect position. harness that goodwill and determination to come up with a
Clearly, the Ombudsman is pointing out to the department—Situation that the Government can live with to deliver very
and, after the event, the department clearly accepts this—th@@od educational outcomes for the children. The fact that the

it held an incorrect position in terms of the signing of thatGovernment has attempted in this place over the past two
report. The Ombudsman goes on to say, more pointedly: days to quash debate on these issues says something about the

You have indicated that you would write to the Co-Chairs (notState of Government in South Australia, surely.

the Deputy Chairperson) and acknowledge the basis of signing the The final part of the motion calls on the Minister to review
report. In light of the known facts, | would strongly urge you to adopthjs decision, to take another look. The Government has not

the suggestion in my previous report to write and apologise to th ; ; ; ;
Co-Chairs for the incorrect information provided, for the subsequen?’een convinced by an election campaign result, community

implications, that they agreed with the recommendations. outrage and constant reporting in the media. | am now calling

Clearly. the Ombudsman is vet again saving that the depar®” the House to debate this motion. | understand that the
Y, yetag ying PaIE overnment will probably try to adjourn this matter but | ask

m:moilg Qgtf:f;‘;r?opgﬂy n;;(taltlgvtvr;r;g d%rongt;SelzttPr:Ztr ?tv;ev;.l hat members do not run away from the issue or try to shove
9 99 P PO Under the carpet and hope that it will just fall off the Notice

gise to those co-chairs of the school councilfortheincorreclt_.,aper I intend to oppose an adjournment, and | hope that

position that eventuated and for the subsequent implicatio : :
in the recommendations. Itis quite a strong suggestion frorq}iﬁsetrj’r;bers opposite will at least have the guts to debate the

the Ombudsman that there were serious flaws in the review
rocess. | believe it is incumbent upon us to acknowledge . .
'?hat, and that is what this motion dogs. 9 MrMEIER (Goyder).. | move:
Yet another criticism that the Ombudsman makes of that That the debate be adjourned.
review process comes under the heading ‘Minority ReporMy reason for so doing is that we have heard the view of the
from Croydon Primary School’. Here, the Ombudsmanhonourable member on this issue, and other members need
expresses grave doubt as to the extent of the consideratitime to consider it. It is a standard procedure.
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Motion carried; debate adjourned. around Australia—indeed, from around the world, particular-
ly places such as Argentina.
HORWOOD BAGSHAW In 1906, the business moved to what later became known
as Sunshine, and it continued to grow, eventually making
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | move: H.V. McKay a millionaire. In 1916, H.V. McKay fitted his

That this House regrets the announcement that Australia hggarvesters with a revolutionary header developed by Headlie

made its last harvester at Horwood Bagshaw in South Australia ohaylor from Henty in New South Wales. We have some of
27 October 1997 and the subsequent decline of the Australiathe prototypes of this particular model still in our rubbish

manufacture of agricultural machinery, noting that over $2 billiondumps. | think we should get them out and put them away for
will be spent on agricultural machines in Australia this year. posterity. Headlie had perfected a method to remove the
This is a very sad day, considering the proud history thaheads of grain from crops that had been flattened and tangled
Australia has in the invention and manufacture of harvestinggy bad weather—a task that had previously been almost
machinery. The last one was manufactured in Australia justnpossible without heavy losses.
a few weeks ago. So, itis a pretty sad reflection of the times H.V. McKay was personally known to my forebears. In
and comes with a jolt, when you consider the past and wondéact, the family is proud to own today an engraved teapot
what the future holds for us. It was with great regret that lwhich was given to my grandfather by H.V. McKay for
received the information that the last harvester, a power takeervices rendered to the industry, for testing and using his
off driven header, made by Horwood of Mannum, rolled off machines. In fact, my family was one of the company’s first
on 27 October 1997, marking the end of an era. shareholders, which it remained right until it closed. We
In 1927, Horwood Bagshaw Ltd introduced its first headeought one of the first machines. It was a marvel of its time.
harvester. It was manufactured in South Australia, as were dbwas prone to a few problems, but it was a far cry from
many other makes and models: | believe that at one time upaving to handle all the stuff coming out of the back of a
to 30 harvesters, strippers or configurators were made igiripper, cart it home and thrash the grain on the floor of the
South Australia. In fact, it could be said that we inventedbarn. It was all done in the paddock, where the trash stayed.
them here. Over $2 billion will be spent this year on!remember hearing the old people say that it was a marvel-
agricultural machines in Australia, and it is a great shame tha@us machine. H.V. McKay will long be remembered. These

we will lose yet another section of our manufacturingmachines bore his name—H.V. McKay of Sunshine. All
industry to overseas manufacturers. farmers in this State would know of that link, but alas it has

Last year, more than 1248 harvesters were sold ifyow gone, together with International, Chamberlain and John

Australia. Of that number, Horwood Bagshaw manufactured?®€re, who manufactured tractors and implements in this
only five. In addition, they had to be discounted by somecountry; East Brothers of Mallala who made early model

$30 000 per unit in order to sell them. Unfortunately, manunarvesters and ploughs; and May Brothers. The list goes on:
facturing them under these circumstances was not a viablg€Y are all long gone. One at a time they are disappearing.

option. It could not continue, and the end was inevitable. Ru';r:"great loss to our country, particularly to South

o o s sy HOWEVer, | am pleased o repor that Horwood Bagshaw
pay J p 9 9 still going strong despite manufacturing its last harvester

processes with these inventions. My family has been involve§t Mannum. Horwood Bagshaw has been a wholly owned
in grain producing in this country since it came here in ubsidiary of FAI Insurance since 1989. It was set up in 1924,

the 18403. We are very well aware of that: there isaloto aving been originated by John Stokes Bagshaw, who
proof lying about the farm that will always remind us of that. founded Pioneer Works in 1838, and Joseph Henry Horwood
Two South Australian farmers both claimed to haveyn, founded J.H. Horwood and Co. in 1882. So, itis steeped’
invented the first stripper that cut the crop, removed the graif, history, having a long South Australian history. In those
and placed it in bins. In the 1840s, a prize of £40 was offereg,ayS my family were well-known chaff merchants. The
for th'e invention of a machine to harvest Sogth A”Stra”alsmem’ber for Stuart would probably remember my father
growing wheat crops. John Bull and John Ridley—a well-51ing about the chaff days. We were big in chaff until a
known name—competed. They both produced modelgyisastrous fire in 1950, which burnt us out and we lost
although John Ridley's was the most successful working,erything. We never handled another bag of chaff because
model. He demqnstrated that it could harvest 70 acres ifhat devastated my father.
seven days on his own farm. | remember at the age of five seeing these huge chaff
Mr Atkinson interjecting: cutters working all day, and the name on the one of them was
Mr VENNING: The Ridley stripper. Ridleyton is named Horwood Bagshaw with the letters ‘IWD DIW'. This was the
after him: the name is perpetuated in many areas of this Stattademark of Horwood Bagshaw and it meant ‘If worth doing,
I repeat: he harvested 70 acres in seven days. Thatis 10 acdssit well.” Everyone was curious to know what these letters
a day. Today, depending on the crop and conditions, curremieant. We were proud to tell them. Is that not a great motto
machines would reap 10 acres in a little over 20 minutes offpr everyone, including members of this place? Horwood
on average, 30 minutes. So, technology has certainlBagshaw is a purely South Australian company. Another
advanced. In 1884 and 1911, two further inventions tamachine that | remember from those days is the Horwood
improve harvesting are listed as important AustralianBagshaw corn crusher. No doubt, the member for Stuart
inventions. In 1884, Hugh Victor McKay from a poor would have seen those machines in his time. As a lad, it was
Victorian family successfully tested the first stripper- my job to crush the oats for the milking cow in the Horwood
harvester-winnower, which consisted of those three machindgagshaw corn crusher: one bag in and one bag out. It was
combined and put on wheels. It was very successfulgood training for a young fellow.
H.V. McKay set up a factory to manufacture his Sunshine The company is steeped with farming tradition in this
harvesters in Ballarat and was inundated with orders fronstate—and a very proud tradition that is. It is a purely South
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Australian company, and it distributes products all ovemake planting of crops more accurate for higher crop yields,
Australia. Over the past 25 years, Horwood Bagshaw headeadso for the distribution of fertilisers, all done on a needs
have been built by the company at the former David Sheardyasis and worked by satellite. This air seeder was wholly
premises in Mannum. However, the company startedieveloped in South Australia by Horwood Bagshaw and
manufacturing at its Mile End plant in 1926, with its first another company. So, although this is the end of an era in one
header being introduced to Australian farmers in 1927. Botlvay, as far as Horwood Bagshaw Harvesters and the
Horwood and Shearer were separate identities until thAustralian manufacture of harvesting machinery are con-
amalgamation of the two companies 20-odd years ago. Theerned, it is great to know that the company is still going
Shearer harvester continued to be manufactured but under tegong, and getting better all the time, by the sound of it. | am
name Horwood Bagshaw. Those Shearer harvesters continugléased to have Horwood Bagshaw at Mannum, in my
through the years. The company made some magnificeletectorate. | am pleased to be its member of Parliament in this
headers—the old CS and the DS harvesters, which any farmplace, and | offer it my best wishes and full support. Horwood
would recall. They were made here. They were robust, stronBagshaw has been a great part of South Australia; long may
and easy to fix, had a good capacity, and parts could be gdtbe so.
from anywhere. They were Australian icons. A machine Motion carried.
today, if it is imported, is usually too complicated. Farmers
do not need those levels of complication. However, these KERNOQOT, Ms C.
were magnificent machines.

One of the last machines that was marketed under the Mr VENNING (Schubert): | move:
David Shearer name was a magnificent auto-harvester called That this House deplores the deception of Ms Cheryl Kernot, the
an XP88. The member for Stuart would know of this previous Federal Leader of the Democrats, who played a major role
machine. They were far shead of thef time. From memony (162, S22 BcLon and o0 S0 21 e et e
| believe that th_ey won a Duke of Edinburgh a_ward with Qnedemjonstrates that the gg’mocrats really ageasiLabor Party.
of those machines. It is a shame that they did not continue . .
from that position to upgrade to modern day harvesters. ManlyMove this with some emotion, because | note that Ms
of those machines are still used: it is a magnificent machind\ernots desertion came almost immediately after the
During the war, the company ceased to manufactur@'eCt!On- Most of us were in disbelief. This was a most
agricultural equipment and was active in the production ofi€Spicable action on the part of Ms Kernot. Although the dust
anti-tank gun parts, fuel and bilge pumps, engines, aircrafias settlec_i somewha;, | believe that itis an issue that should
parts and boring and pumping equipment for the AustraliafP€ noted in this Parllament..l fail to unders’gand how Ms
Defence Forces. Horwood Bagshaw now concentrates dﬁernot.can morally and alctlvely.take part in 'Fhe South
specialising in the tillage and seeding side and it manufacustralian election campaign—uwith her face pictured on
tures harrows—I understand that the member for Stuart stiffosters plastered all over the countryside with the Leader of
has one of those, as do we. Horwood harrows are famous ari}€ Democrats, the Hon. Michael Elliott—and campaign as
as they are hydraulic machines, they take out much of th@ Democrat purporting to ‘Keep the bastards honest,’ the
hard work—80 feet of hydraulic harrow, they are magnificent>emocrat catch-cry, while she was actively planning to join
innovations. In the old days, we used to lift these harrows bj€ ranks of the ‘bastards’. That is not a word | would
hand. As a lad that was my job. | am pleased that we haveormally use in this place, but | use it straight from the
progressed from then. election man_lfesto. . . .

The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: | was told in the corridor here last night that some believe

Mr VENNING: My word. Horwood Bagshaw also that spending three days with the Hons Mlchael_ Elllott_and
manufactures cultivator bars, grader/scrapers, land formefandra Kanck was the last straw and that she immediately
and planers. One particular product, the grader scraper, go&nt home and resigned. | know that the Democrats them-
to California. It is pulled by a tractor and planes the landSelves were not pleased by the turn of events, which came as
level. There are 76 workers employed at Mannum. A vacuund bombshell to all of them, too. | note that the new Federal
seed harvester used for harvesting clover, which sucks up t&ader, Senator Meg Lees, and the new Federal Deputy
seed and burr—the 0n|y one of its type in the W0r|d_Wa§_eader, Natasha. Stott DPTSpO]a, say theirs will be a different
also manufactured at the Mannum plant, but the company h&syle of leadership. I certainly hope so; I hope they stay on the
just manufactured and delivered the last five in productionjob and not carry on in Ms Kernot's presidential style. That

That is particularly sad, because my family owns one ofémains to be seen. | congratulate both of them on their
those machines. | have spent many hours driving it around tHaection to those positions as South Australians.
paddock making clouds of dust. Environmentalists are nottoo One thing we can be assured of is that the Democrats will
pleased with these machines because they put up clouds $fll be aquastLabor Party, despite their protestations to the
dust. They cut only four feet at a time, so you are out thergontrary, especially while the Labor Party remains in
for a long time making your mark. It is sad to see thatOpposition—and that will long be so in this place.
machine go out of production. However, we still have ours. Mr Koutsantonis: Four years to go.
| am sure that if we need to use it, our machine will last for Mr VENNING: | am a betting man: | will see you
many years because it was made and built as a qualifterwards. The Democrats can always be idealistic and holier
machine. Horwood Bagshaw has a strong research anHan thou when it comes to their policies and decisions in
development department which is making innovations all theelation to supporting or not supporting Bills. Why? Because
time. they know they have no chance of being in Government in

It has produced an air seeder that is ready to link to théhe foreseeable future, and they do not have to finance their
differential global positioning system, which we know aspolicies or run the State. As a result, their policies do not
DGPS, and is the first company in the world to be ready t@wome under any scrutiny by either the media or other Parties,
go to satellite for seeding. The technology is designed tso they are not taken very seriously. The Labor Party, too,
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can be idealistic and holier than thou (as it was in this lasschools and hospitals, despite Opposition claims to the
State election campaign) when itis in Opposition—as it stillcontrary.
is—and with the same Leader. | am so pleased about that; our This Government has been prepared to make the tough
greatest victory is that you still have Mike Rann. decisions and take the political flak. It was a Labor
So, the Labor Party can have certain appeal to th&overnment that allowed the Royal Adelaide and Queen
Democrat voters as well. The difference is that when thélizabeth Hospitals to become so run down, and this Liberal
Labor Party actually gets into Government it does not delivelGovernment has done something about it. As for develop-
the goods. Its policies are unworkable and yet it spends sment and creating jobs, this Government is working hard to
much money that the State ends up almost bankrupt. | do nget things moving in this State.
have to seek proof of that. | am sure that if the Democrats Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Sir, | thought we
ever did get into Government we would see the same resultere on notice of motion, other motions, No. 4, which is
because of their pie in the sky, unrealistic policies. Theyabout former Senator Cheryl Kernot. Of what relevance is the
would find themselves in deep water and take the State witfecord of the State Liberal Government to this motion?
them. The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. The
Their policy and stance on Roxby Downs and uraniumhonourable member is starting to stray a little wide of the
mining is unbelievable. | heard the Hon. Sandra Kanck makenark. | urge him to come back to his motion.
a speech in the other place last night on the upgrading of Mr VENNING: |was about to tie in my remarks with the
Roxby Downs, and | could not believe what | heard. | will Democrats’ involvement with the Upper House in this State.
read what she said; | just cannot believe this woman. Th&hat is the connection—having the power to veto everything

Hon. Legh Dauvis interjected: this Government does. | note your ruling, Sir, and you are
Of course, you'd just prefer Roxby Downs not to be there,correct. I am within a couple of sentences of getting back to
wouldn’t you? That is your real position. the core issue of the Democrats having control of the Upper
The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: Yes. House.
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Sir: | In all these areas of development we are constantly
understand that it is entirely out of order to quote debates ithwarted by the Opposition Parties, especially in the Upper
another place. House—a situation occurring at the Federal level as well. If

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order and draw that the Labor Party and the Democrats really want jobs, better
to the attention of the member for Schubert. The member fanospitals and schools, they would support the development
Schubert. initiatives of the Government. Senators Lees and Stott-

Mr VENNING: | was aware of that, Sir: | thought the Despoja have indicated that these are the issues that middle
honourable member was not listening. | cannot believe thaustralians care about, and as Liberals we are aware of that
someone could go up to Roxby Downs and say that peoplend working hard to achieve these goals.
would prefer it was not there. | just cannot believe it. Letus The Leader of the Democrats in South Australia (Hon.
be real. | am sure that, if the Democrats were ever in Mike Elliott) has claimed that we should not be reducing
position to make a decision on that matter, they would not d&tate debt so quickly. | have heard him say it several times.
so—all talk, yet again. So, the Democrats seem to be opposéte also claimed that the debt is not as bad as we have
to mining—irrespective. | remind them of their hypocrisy. portrayed. That is an unbelievable comment. It is naive in the
They drive cars and have glass in their houses; all thesextreme. If paying $1 million a day in interest is not bad,
products come from mining. | have concerns about ouwhat is? Even with our excellent record of debt reduction
national greenhouse gas emission problem currently beingver the past four years, we are still paying $1.6 million a day
discussed in Japan and our reliance on fossil fuels for powam the debt, which could go a long way towards schools,
generation and the energy industry. We are now coming tbospitals and job creation.
realise that we must do something about alternative power Ms Kernot is the main object of condemnation in this
generation, and there are several options: solar, wind, wavaotion. Her actions reflected badly on her but, worse, her
and, at the end of the list, nuclear. We must at least considactions reflect badly on all politicians and provide yet more
and discuss it. | have often wanted to discuss this subject ifodder for the media, which seems set on relentlessly
this place but | have been warned off by my colleagueslestroying our democracy. Ms Kernot's actions gave
saying it is too touchy. It is high time that we at least lookedcredence to the widely-held belief that you cannot trust a
at this matter. Our neighbours the Indonesians have severnablitician, and those who voted for the Democrats in the last
nuclear power plants. Nuclear power is clean. | inviteState election must have felt very betrayed when she resigned

anybody to— from the Party two days later. It was the most blatant act of
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: political hypocrisy imaginable.
Mr VENNING: lItis clean. If the Hon. Graham Gunn will | have a poster at home showing a friendly photograph of

fly us over Port Augusta in the early morning, | invite the the Hon. Mike Elliott and Ms Cheryl Kernot with the slogan
honourable member to come with us and just see what coméseeping the bastards honest'. If these are the standards
out of the stack at Port Augusta—just see where it goes angrominent political leaders promote, it is no wonder people
the colour of the atmosphere; just see how far it extends. do not have any regard for us as politicians. No wonder we
The Democrats and Labor Party are saying how run doware knocked for much that we do. No wonder nobody trusts
are schools and hospitals. The Labor Party had years ims. This was the most blatant act of putting personal political
Government to do something about this and what did it do@ain ahead of principle, integrity and honesty that | have ever
It managed to almost bankrupt the State with its reckleswitnessed in politics. We think of Ms Kernot during the
spending, and schools and hospitals right across the Statampaign—her involvement, her so-called sincerity, the
were left to run down and decay. Our assets were fallingaring national leader that was portrayed in the media—and
apart. The Liberal Government has inherited the decay anshe then deserts for her own political gain two days later,
the debt and is making great progress in improving bottknowing all the time that everything she was saying she did
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not mean. ‘Keeping the bastards honest’ was the Democratsummary under section 41A of the Public Finance and Audit
slogan. Now the question is: who is honest and who is théct on the South Australian Water Corporation.
bastard?

Motion carried. PAPERS TABLED
ELECTORAL DISTRICTS The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Minister for Local Government, Recreation and
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | move: Sport (Hon. G. A. Ingerson)—
That this House advise the Electoral Districts Boundaries Outback Areas Community Development Trust—Report,

Commission that its policy for naming State districts should give1996-97

3222?3;3 glct’)stﬁomst?gﬁaglss.tnct names ahead of the names of By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
rown)—

. L : B
This motion is the same as one that lapsed in 1995 after the Charitable Funds, Commissioner of—Report, 1096-97
member for Unley indicated to the House his Party’s Chiropody Board of South Australia—Report. 1996-97

conditional support. My remarks in support of the original Chiropractors Board of South Australia—Report, 1996-97
motion are itHansardof 25 August 1994 and the speeches Guardianship Board of South Australia—Report, 1995-96
from the members for Unley and Price concurring with the Health Commission, South Australian—Food Act Report,
motion are irHansardof 13 October 1994. | also moved the 1996-97

motion in 1997 and it lapsed at the end of the session, owing (N)lézzsuei)safi;(?:;lj'l'shoeurg]p@tftlgﬂiga;s_trlzt?gr?rlé’olagrg%fw
to the Government’s not requndmg toit. South Australia—Report, 1996-97
For many years the State districts that make up the House  pharmacy Board of South Australia—Report, 1996-97
of Assembly were named for the cities, towns and regions Physiotherapists Board of South Australia—Report,
that each electorate covered. Our electorates had names such b 1?19?-9_7 | Board. South Australi Renort. 1996.97
i i ; sychological Board, Sou ustralian—Report, -
li‘/lsillli\ggﬁ?t Gambier, Hindmarsh, Albert Park, Mitcham and Public Advocate, Office of—Report, 1996-97
oL I Supported Residential Facilities Advisory Committee—
Mr Venning interjecting: Report, 1996-97
Mr ATKINSON: Yes, as the member for Schubert says, By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M. H.
Barossa. How much better a name would that be than th/g :
. rmitage)—
name his electorate currently bears? Whenever these Equal Opportunity, Commissioner for—Report, 1996-97
electorates were mentioned in debate on election nightone &0 Development Gorporation—Report, 1996-97

could picture in the mind’s eye the place and the member. | MFP Industrial Premises Corporation—
would think of the Blue Lake and Harold Allison or of the Financial Statements, 1996-97

Port Road just over the Torrens and the late Cyril Hutchens; Report, 1996-97

of the 1930s bungalows along the Grange railway past the ~ MFP Projects Board—

Woodville junction and Kevin Hamilton; of the Jacaranda- Financial Statements, 1996-97

Report, 1996-97

I|r_1eq streets (_)f Lower Mitcham and_ Robin Millhouse on his Mining and Quarrying Occupational Health and Safety
bike; or the pine forests and sawmills and Des Corcoran. Committee—Report, 1996-97

Debate adjourned. Ports Corp South Australia—Report, 1996-97

SAGRIC International Pty Ltd—Report, 1996-97
[Sitting suspended from 1to 2 p.m.] Social Development Committee—Report on HIV/AIDS—
Hepatitis B Inquiry (Part I)—Response to
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (QUALIFICATIONS) Eﬁ;:ec;mmendatlon 4 by the Minister for Government
prises
AMENDMENT BILL WorkCover Corporation of South Australia—
. Report, 1996-97
His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended Statistical Review, 1996-97

to the House of Assembly the appropriation of suchamounts gy, the Minister for Administrative and Information
of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned i8¢y ices (Hon. M. H. Armitage)—

the Bill. .

€ Employee Ombudsman, Office of—Report, 1996-97
Freedom of Information Act—Report, 1996-97
Privacy Committee of South Australia—Report, 1996-97

" . . . State Government Services, Department for—Report,
A petition signed by 152 residents of South Australia 1996-97

requesting that the House urge the Government to review State Supply Board—Report, 1996-97.

current policy relating to the involvement of volunteers in the

health system was presented by Mr Brokenshire. GAMBLERS’ REHABILITATION FUND
Petition received.

HEALTH VOLUNTEERS

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT Services):l seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted.

The SPEAKER laid on the table the following reports: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This week the member for
the report of the Auditor-General pursuant to section 32 of th&lizabeth has made a number of irresponsible and inaccurate
Public Finance and Audit Act on the Port Adelaide Flowerclaims about the Gamblers’ Rehabilitation Fund. This is not
Farm; the report of the Auditor-General, a contract summarghe first time that the member has done this. In an extraordi-
pursuant to section 41A of the Public Finance and Audit Acthary outburst on Tuesday, the member for Elizabeth claimed
on the information technology EDS outsourcing agreemenin this House that by June 1998 $6.4 million would be
and the erratum report of the Auditor-General on the contraavailable for distribution from the fund. The member said:
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Let us be clear about this. By the end of June 1998, a further Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
$2 million ff?j”; the L’?dUStfy wiItI)behaddre]:d to (tjhef$4.4 million still Ministerial statements are intended to present facts to the
unaccounted for. This means yt at the end of June next year H
should see $6.4 million being ploughed back into the community\.,\fgatll_'s?ggégﬁég(_)ulI%go:]gteﬁ;ﬁgéotggb;?nihﬁf”;?g::

Ms Stevens:Over four years. . Ministerial statements have traditionally been that. The whole

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That is not what you said, ,rpose of lengthy ministerial statements is to allow time to
and that is not what you have been saying in this House fqfe spent on them now rather than during Question Time, and
some time, and you know it. However, this morning on radio |d have thought that was the preferred course of action.
the member changed her mind and revised her fallacious The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Thank you, Mr Speaker
figures by more than $5 million. The member acknowIedgetéep(,ir(,i,[e toithis— ' ' '

that the figure is not $6.4 million (as she told this House just Mr ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.

two days ago) butitis $1.3 million. She was not even CIOSeThe Minister has just accused the member for Elizabeth of

| pose the fpllowmg question to the House: why does ther'nisleading the House, and that accusation may be made only
member for Elizabeth make such inaccurate statements Wh% substantive motion

she has been briefed to the contrary? This fund was setup | ) . .
1994-95 to assist problem gamblers following the introduc- The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. To my

tion of gaming machines in hotels and clubs in SouthknOWIedge it has been the practice of the House for some

Australia, and it is overseen by a committee headed by vyears that, if the member for Elizabeth had felt affronted, it

Dale West from CentaCare. The committee includes hoteP her prerogative to rise in her place. . -
and club industry representatives The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Separate to this $25 million,

In 1994-95 the hotels and clubé through the Independerﬁ'e hotels and clubs continue to provide $1.5 million for the
Gaming Corporation, provided a voluntary contribution of amPblers’ Rehabilitation Fund. In 1996-97 the fund spent
$1 million to the fund, and $500 000 was provided by the$1'56.r.’m".'Orl supporting thg provision of pounselhng,
State Government from a levy applied to gaming machineEQh"’.‘b'."'["’mOn and support services for people with a gambhng
at the Adelaide Casino. It has been explained previously b ddiction, as well as training and community education. This
my predecessor that the start-up time required to establish ft5a c_ﬁrry f°“N3Ld balafnce Okf] $%]'8 T'll'ond' TIhE annuhal
new program and for community service agencies to prepalg mi 'O,n contribution from the hotels and clubs to the
for the delivery of services meant that the program did no amb!ers Reh§b|l|tat|on Funq IS now wrtuglly committed
become fully operational until late 1994-95. As a result, abou 0 various services and projects. '_I'here IS ho_wever the
$404 000 was spent in 1994-95, leaving a balance of+-8 million carry forward funds which are available for
$1.096 million. In 1995-96 a total of $2 million was received 2dditional one-off projects. As | announced earlier this week,

by the Department of Treasury and Finance and paid into th@500 000 qf the carry fofwafd amount W.i” be distributgpl
Consolidated Account, representing contributions O]Joef_ore Christmas to prowde_matenal assistance to families
$1.5 million from the Independent Gaming Corporation and"hich are affected by gambling.

$500 000 provided by the Government from the levy applied . AS | anpounced_c_m Tuesday—in a public statement—the
to gaming machines at the Adelaide Casino. Gamblers’ Rehabilitation Fund Committee is currently

As announced at the time. the State Government:0King at a number of initiatives for the remaining carry
$500 000 was distributed to community agencies to provid orwarq funds. These initiatives mcllude further community
material and financial assistance to families in need. Sinc%duc"j‘t'o_n and |_ncreased promotion .Of the Breal_< Even
1995-96 the Government has maintained this commitment byPunselling service, prevention strategies, the provision of
providing an additional $500 000 in appropriation to theP€rsonal enrichment courses, including vocational and
Department for Family and Community Services (now the € eational courses through organllsatlons.such as WEA, and
Department of Human Services) to fund community benefits® pilot 24-hour telephp_ne_counselllng service. The details of

In 1996-97 this $500 000 was spent on Keeping Familieéhe Gamblers’ Rehabilitation Fund have been spelt out to the
Together services provided by community agencies such ember for Elizabeth on numerous occasions.

Anglicare and the Port Pirie Central Mission. Based on The former Minister explained the facts in a ministerial
recommendations from the Gamblers’ Rehabilitation Fundtatement on 12 November 1996 after a similar outburst from

Committee, $695 000 was spent from the Gamblers’ Rehdl® memberfor Elizabeth. The_ member has also been briefed
bilitation Fund in 1995-96, leaving $805 000 as a carry?y the Chair of the committee, Mr Dale West, from
forward balance of $1.19 million including interest. CentaCare. Gambling is having a serious impact on some
As members will be aware, in 1995 | set up an inquiryinto'nd'V'duals and families in this State. This Government
the impact of gaming machines in South Australia. Following€cognised the seriousness of the problem by setting up the
that inquiry the State Government dedicated an addition%‘fimblers_ Rehabilitation Fund. It is important to stress that
$25 million a year in gaming machine taxation to establistniS fund is supported in good faith by the hotel and club
a dedicated $19.5 million Community Development Fund, 4ndustry in South Australia. I trust that this explgnanon W_|II
$3 million charitable and social welfare fund and aPut an end to the regrettable and g_rossly irresponsible
$2.5 million sport and recreation fund. Separate to thiStatements being made by the Opposition.
$25 million, the hotels and clubs continue to provide

$1.5 million for the Gamblers’ Rehabilitation Fund. QUESTION TIME
Ms Stevens interjecting:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | suggest that the honourable UNEMPLOYMENT

member just look at the figures, because she has consistently

got it wrong—she got it wrong by $5 million only two days =~ Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): In light of today’s ABS
ago. | am sick and tired of this House being misled onemployment figures showing the gap between our State’s
substantial facts like this. unemployment rate and Australia’s unemployment rate
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growing to its highest level in over two years, is the Premier We have detailed to the House and made available to the
still confident of attaining his announced target of reducingOpposition briefings and individuals that can attest to the fact
South Australia’s unemployment rate to the national averagghat this is an environmentally sustainable project. This
by the year 2000? Today’s ABS figures show that SouttHouse, to its credit late last night, rejected the Labor Party’s
Australia’s unemployment rate rose to 9.8 per cent ilmendment seeking to stall and kill off this project, and
November, while the national unemployment rate remainsonfirmed and advanced the project to the extent where the
steady at 8.4 per cent, leaving an unemployment rate gap amendment moved by the member for Colton creates the
1.4 percentage points. This is South Australia’s largestequirement for permanent sand replenishment programs
unemployment rate gap since June 1995. The number dficked in for Governments in the future, but for Parliament's
unemployed has risen to 72 300, also the highest numbehanging that. Let us look at what some of the peak industry
since June 1995. To attain the Premier’s unemploymerdroups say.

target, at least an extra 20 000 jobs need to be created Mr Conlon interjecting:

annually but, since the Premier came to office at the end of The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elder.
November last year, only a quarter of the jobs required have The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Chamber of Commerce, the
been created. peak employer body, states:

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What the member for Ross  Minority groups and politics are again destabilising the growth
Smith omitted to tell the House from the ABS figures and expansion of major projects in South Australia. This action by
released today is the reduction in youth unemployment frorthese people is undermining not only future investment in this State
something like 32.3 per cent to 28.8 per cent. ConvenientlyPUt jobs for our children in the future.
he overlooked that fact. Secondly, and importantly, thefThe chamber recognises that the Government and local
figures released today show an increase in full-time employgovernment—key stakeholders for the last three years—have
ment in South Australia of 3 200 people. On top of that, thiscarried out due diligence, work necessary for the project with
week we had the ANZ job survey figures put out showing arthe relevant councils, Holdfast Bay and West Torrens to name
increase of 9.4 per cent in job advertisements in Soutfwo—which, incidentally, support the project, and in whose
Australia. That augurs well for job creation in the nextareaitislocated, | might add. The chamber believesiitis time
quarter. | am delighted to inform the House that anothethat a majority of South Australians stood up for their rights
couple of companies are consolidating and expanding iand stopped being dictated to by this minority, anti-
South Australia. development, anti-employment group. The fact it is being

Austereo is moving its media research back officestalled atthis late stage is a disgrace. This project is about the
operation into Adelaide with an initial staff of 30 and more future of this State and the future of development and
likely expanding that to some 50 people. In addition to thatfourism. Let us go to Mr John Lewis, Director of the State’s
Coca Cola is setting up its plastic bottle plant in Adelaide peak engineering body, the Institute of Engineers. What do
which is a $40 million investment with job creation as a resulithey have to say? | quote:
of that investment. But if the member for Ross Smith really The proposed harbor development at West Beach has been
wants to help with job creation in South Australia, he shouldextensively examined by a wide range of engineering experts who
just persist in the other place with the amendment to th@! support the development at West Beach.

Holdfast Bay development. There are 2 300 construction job is interesting to note that the institution states that the
in that; hundreds of millions of dollars of investment in SouthManly Hydraulics letter to the Charles Sturt council makes
Australia; and permanent tourism jobs in South Australiad fundamental error in advising against any project requiring
When the member for Ross Smith wants to raise a questicsand management. The institution says:

of this nature, let him not be selective about the figures Sand management is a common management requirement for
released today. If he is fair dinkum about job generation, h@rojects of this kind throughout Australia and the rest of the world.
should back the project that is before the Parliament becaud@'s is a basic requirement in the ongoing management of a large

. . . asset.
it will create jobs. ) ] ]
The member for Colton, representing his constituents, has

MAJOR PROJECTS confirmed that in the legislative amendment that was put
forward last night and confirmed by the House of Assembly.
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Premier Then we get to the bottom line of the Institute of Engineers.
indicate whether the Government has the support of th# says:
State’s major employers for its plans to rebuild South  Anyfurther delays in this project may turn off potential investors
Australia in the area of tourism development? in other future projects in South Australia and this cannot afford to
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Interestingly, while the happen. ' ' .
Parliament in the course of the past week and a half has bediien there is the Master Builders Association, and | quote
debating this measure, in particular the amendment moved liyom its release of last night:
the Labor Party to frustrate and stall a project about which the - Over a period of many years, we have been plagued by a stop-
developers have clearly indicated that, if members oppositgfart mentality to development of major projects which would assure
are successful, it will kill off the development project in €conomic benefits to South Australia—
South Australia, it has brought a range of industry groups anthore particularly under the Labor years, | might add. |
organisations out into the public arena. These are third partgontinue to quote:
endorsements—endorsements of the developers and the Although we have been told by the Opposition Parties that they
Government’s position in backing this project, endorsementare bipartisan and what they really want is the recovery of the
of three years of hard work, and two years in particular ofeconomic fortunes of South Australia, we have another situation
) - here a perfectly acceptable project, that has gone through all the
concentrated development work, where environment cessary environmental impact statements has been open to public
assessments and studies have been undertaken, cleaidynmentad infinitum and followed the necessary due process is
indicating this is an environmentally sound proposal. now at the eleventh hour being held to ransom.
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By whom? The Labor Party. These ramifications aremember for Kaurna that that is certainly true, and | am
significant for South Australia. | have just received a releasguoting:

issued today by the Real Estate Institute of South Australia. The gevelopers also told me they had an alternative proposal if
Bodies in South Australia are endorsing this project, the threg became politically impossible for the development to proceed.

years of work and effort that has gone into development o{ L .
the project, and meeting a compromise, released earlier th d .a‘?'d'“on' in the debate last night, the member for Kauma

year, that met the requirements of those present at that releassae'd'

who said at the time that it was a smart compromise, because They do have an alternative which is perhaps not the ideal
it did not include cutting the beach and or discharging out oﬁlgetrgﬁg‘lj?df[f’ergg;gird‘é'ree"g?°'m but I know that it is an alternative
the Patawalonga onto the beach. An extra $5 million o

taxpayers’ funds have been committed to this project as hsuppose that dovetails into comments reported in the
result of the representations of the member for Colton. Whafdvertiserthat the Opposition has nominated Mr Conlon as
we have at the end of the day is clearly an environmentalljts spokesman on the issue, saying that the Leader, Mr Rann,

sound proposal that has the endorsement of all peak employiérnot informed enough on the debate.

organisations in South Australia. Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
GLENELG-WEST BEACH DEVELOPMENTS The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Where is the Leader?

Mr CONLON (Elder): |thank the Premier for making The SPEAKER: Order.on my right!
my question particularly topical. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader has been somewhat

The SPEAKER: The honourable member will ask his Silent on this subject in the past couple of weeks. Not even
question. ' the media can coax him out to make comment on this project.

Mr CONLON: Given that the Premier has refused toI return to the.mer.nbe_r fo.r Kaurna.
discuss with the Opposition the West Beach boat harbor, will Mr Clarke interjecting: .
he meet with the Federal Liberal member for the area, Chris The SPEAKER: The member for Ross Smith.
Gallus, in relation to her concerns over the development? Ms The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Last night we received a fax
Gallus, the Liberal member, said on radio this morning thafrom Mr Jan Wilson in Jakarta, who is employed by
she was opposed to the boat harbor plan. She said: Baulderstone Hornibrook—the person to whom the member
The Holdfast Bay development can certainly go ahead withoufO Kaurna spoke on Tuesday afternoon last. I quote from the
the West Beach development There is no reason to put something fax
at West Beach that will destroy West Beach and has the potentiali- This [the member for Kaurna’s statement] is completely untrue,

y— and shows the lengths the Opposition will go to in order to get
her word, not mine— political mileage when they know that | am out of the country and

to remove sand from all the beaches north of that. unable to respond.

Ms Gallus described— He goes on to say:
Members interjecting: The conversation | had with John Hill was a general discussion

] . . . about the project in the context of both of us knowing | was in the
Mr CONLON: Wait, she is yours. Ms Gallus described prgcess of moving to Jakarta and was no longer actively involved.

the 250 metre groyne as a huge, great and extremely uglshe only points | made were that, while different options are always

structure and said that the Glenelg Sailing Club did not neegossible, the solution we had come up with was the best, and was the
it because it could launch its boats off the beach result of several years of detailed work, and that the project was
. . ) always marginal, that we had invested many millions of dollars, and
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | would be delighted to meet any changes or delays at this stage were a very serious matter.

with anybody who is not abreast of the facts and acquaint L

them with the circumstances. Over the past two weeks we Mr Conlon interjecting:

have made available briefings to the Opposition and other The SPEAKER: The member for Elder!

members of this House and, if there are other members of the The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It continues:

public and members of another House in another location that | [3an wilson] concluded by saying that any detailed information
need to be upgraded as to the current set of circumstanceshd required should be obtained from Mr Bob Boorman.

would be pleased to do so. So, here we have the member for Kaurna taking up his place

but for two weeks in this House, willing to mislead the House

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): My question is directed to the . : :
Premier. Is the Holdfast Shores West Beach harbor cc2l the basis ofa_lconversat.lon he had had with the developers.
Mr HILL: I rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | am not

development the only viable project, or are there other : .
possible options to redevelop this area? sure of the Standing Order, but | believe that | have been

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am delighted to have this inaccurately portrayed by the Premier as misleading the

question from the honourable member. The fact is that thgouse. This ',S no.t tru.e.

present project is the only viable option. It is also the best Members interjecting:

option, and it has taken more than three years, as | have said The SPEAKER: Order! The reference certainly does not
consistently, to develop this best option. | am also pleased @id debate. | do not believe that the Premier's remark is
answer the question because yesterday the member fepparliamentary but it does not aid debate and | ask him to
Kaurna, the very same person who, coincidentally, told ABQefrain to some degree from those words.

television on, | think, 25 September that ‘people do expect The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | simply go back to the state-
politicians to lie’, told this House that the developers had animent of Mr Wilson, when he says that the statements
alternative proposal if it became politically impossible for theattributed to him or his company that there is an alternative
development to go ahead. | refer to the comments of thproposal are ‘completely untrue’.
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Mr CONLON (Elder): My question is directed to the GLENELG-WEST BEACH DEVELOPMENTS
Premier. Why did the Premier, along with the member for
Colton, advise West Beach residents that his Government Mr WRIGHT (Lee): My question is directed to the
‘will not support development which compromises theMinister for Environment and Heritage. Given that the

environment, in particular, our beaches’? proposed groyne at West Beach will stop all northern sand
Members interjecting: drift, can the Minister guarantee that the profiles of West
The SPEAKER: Order! Beach, Henley, Grange, Tennyson and Semaphore Park

beaches will not be adversely affected by sand loss, and will

the Government provide an indemnity to the Charles Sturt

Members interjecting: council_ _against any d_amage caused to those beaches? The
The SPEAKER: Ordérl Opposition has received a letter from the Charles Sturt

) ’ council which states that, if the West Beach development

Mr CONLON: The member for Colton circulated a goes ahead as planned, the council needs an indemnity

leaflet before the election that included a photo and signegritten into the Act based on maintaining existing beach

message from the Premier. The leaflet claimed that thgrofiles.

environment and beach panorama will be maintained— Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker, in
An honourable member interjecting: relation to that question. As this House considered and dealt
Mr CONLON: —added to—and that there will be no With the Bill last night, I query whether that question is

stormwater discharge at or near West Beach. allowable.
Members interjecting:

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:Inresponse to the question, the The SPEAKER: Order! That is an interesting question
project does.. o in that the Chair could be in the position of having to rule all
Members interjecting: questions out of order, in which case both sides of the House
The SPEAKER: Order! would not have the opportunity of asking any question at all
on this subject, and | know that both sides of the House
probably have a desire to ask questions. | ask members to
STATE ECONOMY take that into account in phrasing points of order.
There is also the issue as to whether the emphasis on the
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):Will the Premier indicate  question relates to a matter which was not, and could not be,
how our economy is entering a new phase of growth and catanvassed last night—which is the reference to the Charles
he detail some of the key performing sectors? Sturt council—and its request and questioning regarding
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased to advise the future compensation. Inthat case, | will not rule the question
House of a series of ABS statistics that have been releas@jlt of order, but | ask members to be careful in the framing
this week. They are quarterly figures on State final deman@f their questions so that they do not directly reflect on
and are further proof of the developing health of the economglauses in the debate last night.
of South Australia. They follow on to build on the reports of ~ The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member
the Centre for Economic Studies, the Yellow Pages Smafor his question. | believe that it also begs a question from
Business report, the SA Great report and the BankSA Trend®€, inasmuch as this debate has been an exceedingly long
report. State final demand for the September quarter was@ne, it has been exceedingly interesting and it has been full
per cent, compared with 1.3 per cent nationally, and over thef information, yet it continues to surprise me that there are
year it was 5.1 per cent. South Australia’s quarterly growtimembers in this Chamber who have not quite understood the
rate was the second highest of all States and Territories. Th#hole aspect of the debate—considering that last night an
private consumption expenditure increased by 3.9 per ce@mendment to the discussion that we have under way took
over the year, while business investment increased by 1ito account the very question that the honourable member

per cent over the year to the September quarter, compar&gs now put to me. | would suggest that that in itself answers
with 13.7 per cent nationally. the question for the Charles Sturt council because, if it is now

necessary to go back over the debate and describe to the ex-
Deputy Leader what a profile of the beach is all about,
erhaps we should indicate to the ex-Deputy Leader that the

Mr CONLON: Members opposite may not like to hear
it, but they will.

The solid growth in private consumption expenditure is
consistent with similar growth on a national basis. Low

inflation, rising incomes and low interest rates have contriP

buted to stronger spending patterns by households. Parti?ﬁome of the beach is something that has been man-made in

household spending indicators for the September quarter—.iS State of South Australia since the 1970s, and that profile
will continue to be man-made, through sand replenishment,

that is, retail trade and new car registrations—point to . : .

continuing strong growth over the remainder of 1997. Non_qnder the_amendment that was incorporated into the legisla-

dwelling construction investment rose by 67.8 per centin thdon last night.

September quarter 1997. Work undertaken on major engi- BANKRUPTCIES

neering and infrastructure projects over this period contri-

buted strongly to this in_crease. Equipment spending _experi- Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier provide the

enced only a modest rise. However, the level of equipmentose with details of the latest bankruptcy statistics and the

expenditure is relatively high by historical standards. conclusions that can be drawn from them regarding the
Dwelling investment is up by 20.2 per cent over the yearState's economy?

This rise in business investment provides a good foundation The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am delighted to tell the House

for continued economic growth in South Australia. Thesethat bankruptcies in South Australia are now at the lowest

figures give further confirmation that the economic recoveryevel in more than 20 years. At a time when the total national

in South Australia is on track. number of individual bankruptcies rose significantly over the
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September quarter to the highest number ever recorded-At no time does Mr Blanks declare his direct and consider-
15 per cent higher than a year earlier—in South Australiaable financial interest in the Glenelg-West Beach project;
bankruptcies fell by 5 per cent. In the past, these bankruptcigsstead, he describes himself as a ‘concerned citizen'.
typically have not been business related. In the September Members interjecting:

quarter, there were 653 bankruptcies in South Australia, 5 per The SPEAKER: Order!

cent lower than a year earlier. This was the second largest Mr Clarke interjecting:

annual decline of all the States, Tasmania having the greatest. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith has

Over the year to the September quarter of 1997, bankrup@sked his question. o
cies rose in three States: by 29 per cent in Queensland, 20 per The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The interjection of the member
cent in New South Wales, and 19 per cent in Victoria.for Ross Smith about people having their hands in the till
Bankruptcies fell in the remaining States by 11 per cent irmight be something about which he would like to apologise
Tasmania, 5 per cent in South Australia and 3.9 per cent if? Mr Blanks, but | draw that person’s attention to the
Western Australia. South Australia’s share of the totafnterjection by the member for Ross Smith. I do not know
number of bankruptcies in Australia was 10.5 per cent in th&vhether this Brent Blanks is the same person. How am |

September quarter of 1997, down by 12.7 per cent from thexpected to know that? However, if he is, my simple response
September quarter in 1996. is: so what? Surely Brent Blanks is entitled to express a point

. ) of view through a letter to the editor, if he so desires.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will be seated. | e ; :
draw attention to the cameras in the gallery and remind the'g The Opposition is so bereft of arguments against this
&

; roject that it is now resorting to letters to the editor,
operators of the longstanding rule of the House that they mu tacking individuals who have a point of view on the project.

focus on members when they are speaking and not on t . ; . ; .
activities of other members in the Chamber. The honourab?gﬁf%ﬂ%i? ()Sflj'gségﬂmﬁ atrr?:;n ﬁ;&: %%Iﬂzt ggiggg;g#‘;ﬁed

Premier. conducted no investigations and they have no substantive
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: As | mentioned, South evidence. The Charles Sturt council has no evidence and had

Australia’s share of total bankruptcies was 10.5 per cent imlone no research to back up its position, and neither does the

the September quarter, down by 12.7 per cent from th©pposition. What we are seeing today, in the absence of the

September quarter of 1996; and for the June quarter the figuteeader, is the member for Ross Smith, without substance,

is 10.7 per cent. On a moving annual average basis, Soutbsorting to letters to the editor to try to shore up the

Australia’s share of bankruptcies has fallen over the past ye@pposition’s case.

and is at an historically low level, the lowest level for well  Members interjecting:

over 20 years. These bankruptcies are typically not business The SPEAKER: Order!

related.

In 1995-96, the latest period for which breakdowns are BRAEMAR

available, only 16 per cent of bankruptcies in South Australia

were business related compared with 28 per cent nationallyé
In fact, a large share of these bankruptcies involved peopl f
who are not running their own business, who were on a lo
income with welfare payments as the primary source, an

who had limited realisable assets. The South Australian

Lo ; o . ports were true, but they are not. The facts are that no jobs
iosuct)%omg mé?"{‘;’ Zﬁﬁjatliggztsh:irsp%%s\i/r? gsf'gmg?é ?rllJ {ﬁg%}gﬁ ill be lost and that 10 staff will be transferred. Braemar, like

If you add that to the ANZ job series announced earlier thi any companies, is involved in national rationalisation.
week, which indicated that we lead mainland States | outh Australia is a big winner in this, and that has been

advertisements with a 9.4 per cent increase, the undenia (Pé(erlooked in this bulletin. Whilst metal manufacturing will
facts are that economic recovery is on the way in Soutlfc concentrated in Albury, plastics manufacturing will be
Australia based here. This division of the company is expanding

rapidly. Braemar has already increased its employee numbers
here by 100, and they will increase further by at least
BLANKS, MR B. another 40. | should point out that we are regularly receiving
news such as this, and if you add Austereo and the Coca-Cola
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): In the light of the Premier's announcement of commitment today, this indicates a further
answer to an earlier question today regarding the endorsemestnsolidation of private sector investment in South Australia
of the Government’s West Beach harbor project by variougnd job generation and job creation in this State.
independent third parties, is the Brent Blanks of Unley Park,
whose letter to the Advertiser was published on CAPITAL CITY PROJECT
27 November, the same Brent Blanks who is Chairman of -
Directors of Woodhead International, a major partner in the Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Holdfast Quays consortium; and, if so, does the Premiefiven that the Premier on 20 Fe_l:)ruarythls year sc'?ud, ‘Well,
consider the lack of a declaration of interest in this mattefhe knockers can move to one side, this project will happen
unethical? In his letter, Mr Blanks states: for South Australia’, in referring to the $300 million Capitall
City development, will he explain specifically what role the
I have been very mindful of the letters in thelvertiseropposing gFP took to back this development as part of the Torrens

the West Beach development and become increasingly aware - - . .
information being supplied by the Henley and Grange Resident! omain? On 22 May this year the Premier said in a press

Association. As a concerned citizen, | decided to investigate theséelease that the MFP Development Corporation would take
statements. . . alead role in bringing together the developments, including

Mr MEIER (Goyder): Is the Premier concerned about
ports announced yesterday that Braemar is moving some
its operations to Albury in New South Wales with the
Hossible loss of some 30 jobs in South Australia?

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | would be very concerned if the
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the Capital City project. He said that the Capital City projectiocal communities. In fact, National Parks and Wildlife is an
was the first to be assessed as a ‘major development’ undertegral part of the CFS approach, and close relationships
the new Development Act and that the MFP would ‘create dave certainly developed markedly in recent years.
framework in which the projects can be coordinated and District response plans have been developed, and they
possibly enhanced’. The $300 million project represented hafbrm the basis of action in the event of a wildfire. This
the value of projects included in the Torrens Domain. planning work is essential in ensuring that the total
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Deputy Leader is applying community is able to provide the most effective response in
selective memory. The simple fact is that we indicated thathe event of an emergency. It is my earnest wish that the
we would give major project status to that development. Irequipment sits in the shed. It is my sincere hope that we do
the meantime, the developers themselves, the proponentst face a major bushfire outbreak emergency this summer.

David Jones, withdrew the application. However, in the event that an incident does occur, | am
Members interjecting: certainly grateful for the preparatory work that National Parks
The SPEAKER: Order! and Wildlife has undertaken and the current high state of

preparedness that certainly is in evidence.
BUSHFIRES
CAPITAL CITY PROJECT

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): My question is
directed to the Minister for Environment and Heritage. Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Bearing in mind the significant media coverage being giverAgain | direct my question to the Premier. Why did the
to encourage private landowners to prepare for the bushfi®300 million Capital City development fail to gain develop-
season, will the Minister advise the House what action isnent approval from his Government after six months on the
being taken in the State’s national parks in readiness for thiast track approval process, and did this contribute to David
bushfire season? Jones’ inability to find an investor for the project? David

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member Jones’ lodged its development application with the
for his question and, in doing so, | acknowledge his longGovernment on 26 May on the fast track process. On 18
service, certainly his wisdom in this area of the environmenteptember David Jones’ Managing Director, Peter Wilkinson,
and his concern for environmental protection. said he could not begin to secure a final buyer for Capital

With the onset of summer and with the visions SouthCity until the development was approved. He said:
Australians have seen on their television sets over the past No investor will commit to purchasing any such project without
few weeks of the bushfires raging on the eastern seaboard}fie guarantee that it has construction approval.

is important that on a personal level and in our many parks The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Just for the benefit of the
we are prepared for what is unfortunately the seemingly>eputy Leader of the Opposition, David Jones’ withdrew its
inevitable bushfire outbreaks. The National Parks angievelopment application. It could not be processed until it
Wildlife Division of the agency manages more than 300was submitted, and shortly after that David Jones’ withdrew
reserves, occupying over 21 million hectares across this Sta. f the honourable member would like the telephone number
The parks provide the habitat that protects and conserves ogf David Jones’, so that she can call and have that matter
valuable wildlife, as well as providing major recreational attested to, | will be pleased to supply it.
facilities for the people of this State and many interstate and
overseas visitors. FISHERIES

One major objective of the National Parks and Wildlife
Act relates to the ‘prevention and suppression of bushfire and Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for
other hazards’. As Australians we continually live with the Primary Industries, Natural Resources and Regional Develop-
threat of bushfires every summer. Indeed, | believe all Souttment inform the House what action the Government is taking
Australians would certainly be aware of the destructive forceso ensure that South Australia’s fishing industry remains
that can be unleashed by bushfires, and most Soutfustainable and that fish stocks are preserved for future
Australians would reflect on Ash Wednesday. The Nationajenerations?
Parks and Wildlife Service therefore undertakes a series of The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for Flinders
important fire protection tasks. All equipment is thoroughlyfor her question, acknowledging that she has a great interest
checked annually and organisational structures are revieweith. the fishing industry and that many of her constituents
Staff training is updated in readiness for the forthcomingconstantly let her know how things are going. The State
bushfire season. Late rains have certainly delayed the curigovernment has committed to conducting a comprehensive
of grasses, particularly in the Adelaide Hills, although thisreview of the policy directions and management arrange-
recent hot and dry weather will certainly shorten this respitements for the valuable resources of this State in the fisheries.
and some parts of the State had reached 90 per cent curing Biie review will examine the current management of our
November. State’s fisheries and compare it with a number of alternative

While the El Nino effect on Australia will probably not be methods, such as the establishment of an authority to oversee
as strong as at first thought, south-eastern parts of ththe State’s fisheries, as is practised both federally and in
continent are likely to experience some very dry conditionsQueensland. | emphasise that we are working closely with the
Unseasonable rainfall in the northern parts of the State hdishing industry to try to ensure the sustainability and
increased the grass cover, and this all adds up to increasei@bility of that industry, and we are receiving very good
fire hazard. National Parks and Wildlife has put considerableooperation in doing so. | meet regularly with industry
effort into bringing the organisation into its present state ofepresentatives, and | know they appreciate that because, as
readiness to combat bushfires. Close liaison has bedhe member for Hart knows, certain previous Fisheries
maintained with local CFS brigades and GovernmenMinisters refused to meet with industry representatives for
agencies with bushfire fighting responsibilities and within outmany months at a time.
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The South Australian commercial fishing industry is | would have thought that the member for Giles would
vitally important to the State’s economy, with a gross valuenave the grace, in asking this question, to acknowledge that
of production estimated at $288 million and, in addition,only in the past 48 hours we have put investment into her city
more than 450 South Australians go fishing at least once af Whyalla of some $15 million through the pilot SASE
year. That injects nearly $350 million into the economy,project—a job generating project of 140 people, if my
making it one of our most important tourist industries. Verymemory serves me correctly—which has the great capacity
importantly, that industry is a major source of employmento value add in the future. Instead of having a cheap shot at
in coastal regions of the State, particularly around thehe Federal Government, let us acknowledge the work,
regional areas, and it is important that we get the managemestipport and millions of dollars currently going into the
right. It is time to make sure that we look at the way we arehonourable member’s location for job generation.
operating and see what improvements can be made. We are
certainly mindful of the importance of both the commercial APPRENTICES
and recreational sectors. At the end of the day, we need to
ensure an appropriate structure in which to place the manage- Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given the drop in the number of
ment of the State’s fishery resources. The structure that wapprentices and the Premier’s stated support for increased
need must be cost effective and maximise returns foiraining positions, does he support the imposition of a $1 300
commercial fishers whilst providing appropriate access fofsovernment fee for apprentice training? The Opposition has
recreational fishers. been given a copy of the policy document ‘1998 User

In conjunction with the relevant fisheries managemenfhoice—Policies and Procedures for New Apprenticeships
committees, we are developing a series of management plaifis South Australia’, which includes the requirement of a
for the individual fisheries. The abalone fishery managemeritaining fee for apprentices of up to $1 300.
plan was published in October, and | have just approved The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for
management plans for Gulf St Vincent prawns and thdaylor for her question. Itis a very good, considered question
southern zone rock lobster fishery. The plan for the northerand | will get a considered answer.
zone of the rock lobster fishery has been submitted for
approval. This is the first time in South Australia that the ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
major commercial fisheries have been subject to a formal ) ) o
management plan that provides clear objectives, agreed to by Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Will the Minister for
industry and Government, for the direction of the managelNdustry, Trade and Tourism advise whether the Government
ment of those fisheries. The plans also include biologicalntends to go ahead with the expansion of the Adelaide
reference points and performance indicators, which allow u§onvention Centre, and will that decision meet the deadline
to rate the performance of the management committees in tﬁ@ ensure that the Australian wine IndUStry technical national
sustainable management of these valuable communi d international Conference, eXpected to attract 2 000
resources. This approach provides for greater transparerﬂl%kagfﬂlﬁ‘S in the year 2001, is not lost to Melbourne? The
ensuring suitable outcomes for the fishing industry and som@ustralian wine industry technical conference organisers

certainty of a future. must know by their meeting this Monday 15 December
whether the expansion of the Adelaide Convention Centre
ENTERPRISE ZONES will proceed. It has been waiting for nine months for an

answer from this Government about the proposed expansion
Ms BREUER (Giles): | direct my question to the of the complex by an extra 7 000 square metres, which could
Premier. In light of today’s unemployment figures and thisthen accommodate the conference. In the meantime, Jeff
week’s industry statement in which the Prime Minister andKennett is out there getting the business.
Federal Liberal Government introduced Labor’s policy of a The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now
manufacturing bond scheme targeted to the Newcastle regiocommenting.
will the Premier now join me in calling upon the Federal The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | have had a meeting with
Government to provide specific support for enterprise zoneghe organisers and they are satisfied with the answer.
in the Upper Spencer Gulf? In the last election campaign,
Labor’s policy for enterprise zones would have provided HOSPITALS, COUNTRY
exemptions from State Government taxes for 10 years to
regions of high unemployment, and incentives to businesses Ms BREUER (Giles): Will the Minister for Human
to invest in the affected regions. Services explain why it was decided to give contracts to
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | know that the member for Adelaide businesses to supply goods and services to country
Giles is a new member in the House, but the fact is that wlospitals, including the Whyalla Hospital, therefore taking
have had a statewide enterprise zone and tax free status fausiness out of rural South Australia?
new investment, export and value adding. Any location The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | appreciate that the honour-
throughout South Australia meeting the criteria will get allable member is new in this place, but if she wants to ask a
those benefits and more. Rather than adopting the Labguestion of that nature she ought to at least specify what are
Party’s selective policy that disfranchises the majority ofthe goods and services. It may be something thatis imported
country regional areas of South Australia, our policy, whichonly through Adelaide or something only manufactured in
has been in place for the past four years, has been to ensukdelaide. Therefore, what would be the point of buying it
that, no matter what investment is made in any locationanywhere else? If the honourable member comes to me
provided it creates jobs and focuses on export markets it withfterwards | will be only too willing to investigate the issue.
get support from this Government. We are starting to see thehave always been one to fight strongly to ensure that, where
benefit of that in the economic figures that have been releasgassible, we supply locally. If the honourable member can
today. provide examples of cases where there is no cost disadvan-
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tage from supplying locally, | will always back local suppli- | have already had a discussion with a representative of the
ers. | assure the honourable member that in the area of humaiTLC with regard to this sort of matter and have given that
services, as it is now called, that is the policy that we willperson a commitment that, as Minister, | am absolutely intent
adopt. on the best possible outcomes, which means lower rates of
workers compensation, injury and so on. We will look at the
ADELAIDE FESTIVAL POSTER regulations to ensure that the outcomes are what people focus

on rather than the number of regulations. It is the outcome |
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): Will the Premier now  am interested in.

apologise to the Christian community of South Australia,
ESPECia”y the Orthodox and Catholic ChUrCheS, for the hurt ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
and pain his Government caused over the Adelaide Festival
poster portraying the Virgin Mary holding a piano accordion?  Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Given the Minister's answer
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | have had significant to my previous question on the expansion of the Convention
personal discussions on behalf of the Government with thgentre, will the Deputy Premier now tell the Parliament what
Greek Archdiocese and it is very happy with our position. he claims he has told the Australian wine industry conference
organisers as to whether the expansion of the Convention
BICYCLE LANES Centre will go ahead in time for it to hold its national and
international conference in the year 2001?

Mr De LAINE (Price): Will the Minister for Government The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: The same answer as before

Enterprises, representing the Minister for Police, Correctional
Services and Emergency Services in another place, advise the
House of the legal status of bicycle lanes on the left-hand side MOSQUITOES
2 . -
of roads? It has been reported to me that speed cameras have,vIS WHITE (Taylor): Will the Minister for Human

been set up in bicycle Ianes, obstrucyng the path .Of.CyC“Stgervices authorise the use of fogging to eradicate mosquitoes
who have had to move out into the mainstream traffic in orde[

n my electorate in the Globe Derby and St Kilda regions?
to pass the camera. o
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Price Members |nter!ect|ng. .
asks an important question, particularly where bicycle riding Ms WHITE: Ifitworks, I will help. Last year | asked the
is encouraged by the Government. | will refer the question t@revious Minister whether he would authorise that and he
the Minister in another place and bring back a reply as soofi@id ‘No.” Will the new Minister relieve the suffering of my

as possible. constituents with authorised fogging this season?
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will ensure that the
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY Department of Public and Environmental Health within the

South Australian Health Commission investigates whether

Ms KEY (Hanson): | direct my question to the Minister fogging is appropriate. There is a very delicate balance here.
for Government Enterprises. In the lead-up to the Stat€onsiderable work has already been done on the possibility
election the Liberal Party policy on workers’ health safetyof using fogging, but one must be careful not to damage the
and welfare revealed the Liberal’s intention of slashingenvironment. However, | will put it to the department,
occupational health and safety regulations in this State by 2because it is the expert. If it recommends proceeding with
per cent or more. Will the Minister inform the House whetherfogging, | will certainly endorse it. If it recommends not to,
the Government still intends to proceed with this reckless am sure the honourable member and other members of the
policy of cutting South Australia’s occupational health andHouse will accept that as well.

safety—

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is MAGNESIUM MINING
commenting.

Ms KEY: —regulations by 25 per cent or more and, ifso, Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for Primary
which regulations does he intend to cut? Industries, Natural Resources and Regional Development

The SPEAKER: | point out to the honourable member, please advise the House on any developments being undertak-
who is relatively new, that she introduced comment into heen by the resources section of his department in respect of
explanation. Perhaps she can talk to her Whip at a later stageineral development, in particular work being done on
and he can help her rephrase her questions. magnesium? Yesterday, both the Premier and the Minister

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Occupational health and talked of new initiatives to create significant employment in
safety is very important. The honourable member is probabljural South Australia, particularly Whyalla, and | have heard
aware—and | am sure she did not maliciously fail to mentiorihat magnesium is another possible opportunity for rural jobs.
this—that there are 365 pages of regulations. The most The Hon. R.G. KERIN: South Australia has extensive
important thing about those regulations, | am informed, is thamineral deposits and we have done well with gold (although
quite a few businesses, particularly small and family businegthe price could be better), silver, copper and iron ore, but we
ses that are working hard all day with the various things thahave some very good magnesite deposits in the Willouran
go into making small businesses successful, are not up witRanges north-west of Leigh Creek which outcrop over a
the requirements because of the huge load of administrivia istrike length of approximately 100 kilometres. Officers from
the 365 pages. | am vitally interested in the importance of théhe Department of Primary Industries and Resources have
outcomes of what occupational and worker health and safefgentified changing market demand for magnesium, particu-
regulations are trying to lead to, namely, fewer injuries, lessarly in the automotive and computer industries. The demand
demand on families for people who are injured at work, lowercomes from the high strength to weight ratio of magnesium
rehabilitation costs, more employment and so on. compared with other materials, such as steel.
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There are significant improvements in productionthe State Government was prepared to become innovative and
technology and in the casting technology for magnesiuntook for the use of private funds—an area strongly criticised
alloys which has also stimulated demand. The department hay the Labor Party, even during the election campaign.
recognised the potential for magnesium metal to be producddowever, | wonder whether the people of Port Augusta and
in South Australia, and a recognised world specialisMount Gambier would criticise the fact that we have used
magnesium consultant has been engaged by a consortium (lpdvate funds to build both hospitals.
by the Department of Primary Industries and Resources) to The Port Augusta Hospital has been built 2% months
report on the commercial possibilities of producing magnesahead of schedule and, together with the member for Stuart,
ium from South Australia’s deposits. That consortiuml will be going to Port Augusta next Wednesday to open the
includes both private and public interests. hospital. | congratulate all the people involved, in particular

If the pre-feasibility study indicates project viability, a the contractors—who happen to be Baulderstones. They
major producer and investors will be sought to undertake &nished the job 2% months ahead of schedule. The project
detailed feasibility study. Through our exploration initiatives has been finished not only on time but also on budget. It has
we have identified resources such as magnesium with whidbeen a great project in terms of meeting the commitments,
this can be done. We have to take that data to the next levahd | am delighted that the hospital has been in operation
and seek a return for the State. Once again, this is thgince 17 October. The people of Port Augusta, and patrticular-
Government facilitating projects which create employmenty those sick in hospital, appreciate the new surrounds.
and development in South Australia by adding value to our | also take this opportunity to compliment the Director of
resources. Thankfully, most of those are in regional areas.the hospital, the CEO of the hospital, the Director of Nursing

and staff of the hospital on the excellent service they are
NURSING HOMES providing in this new hospital.

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human
Services guarantee that the Federal Government'’s decision
to charge residents up-front fees for nursing home care will
not mean additional charges for residents of nursing homes
owned and operated by the State Government? RACING INDUSTRY

Mr Brindal interjecting:

Ms STEVENS: He can. The State Government funds ~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | seek
aged nursing home care at Tregenza at Elizabeth with 3@ave to make a ministerial statement.
beds; Strathmont with 32 beds; Julia Farr with 62 beds, Leave granted.
including 18 under a special agreement with the The Hon. G.A.INGERSON: As members would be
Commonwealth; and Hillcrest with 18 beds. aware, the racing industry is one of the State’s most important

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will need to investigate two ~ Sectors, and this Government is committed to ensuring that
aspects: first, whether there is an agreement between tiehas a vibrant and viable future. To this end | have an-
South Australian Government and the Federal Governmemounced a major new marketing strategy which will cover all
in relation to the issue and, secondly, the extent to which théhree codes of racing and which aims to increase attendances
means test would apply to these people. In fact, the Federat local races by 33 per cent in 1998. This marketing plan
Government has indicated that even the increase in fees wiroduced by the Government's Racing Industry Development
be means tested so that those less able to afford it will not buthority is based on a major study which found that our
subject to an increase in fees. | promise to undertake both ¢&cing industry has the potential to offer a world-class racing
those investigations and report back to the honourablgroduct. Under the strategy we will employ a racing brand
member. manager; develop a racing industry identity; promote a

customer service culture; place a strong emphasis on
PORT AUGUSTA HOSPITAL entertainment; introduce a customer loyalty program; and
develop new wagering and racing products and racing

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Minister for ~ packages.

Human Services advise the House on the progress of the new This marketing strategy has provided us with a clear
$19 million Port Augusta Hospital? The House would bepicture of the current racing industry and the direction that we
pleased to be updated on this worthwhile project which isnust take to ensure its vitality in the future. The study also
now being brought to fruition after years of Labor neglect offound a general lack of consumer understanding and experi-

the health services of this area. ence of the racing industry. The racing industry has a vision
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now to provide entertainment to the public as well as substantial
commenting. employment and gambling revenue for the State, and it

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | thank the honourable certainly has the human resources, the infrastructure,
member for his question, and | point out that a member witliechnology and the quality racing product to make this
his experience would never comment when asking a questiohappen.

I am delighted to report to the House that, as a result of very The key to the strategy is to ensure that racing appeals to
rigorous campaigning by the then member for Eyre to thehe general public, including those who go to the races
then Minister for Health, the Port Augusta Hospital was built.frequently and those who have never been, and this will
It was built ahead of schedule by using private funds outsidewolve the development of new racing packages and
the normal capital funds of the State Government budget. Agroducts. The strategy also aims to educate the public about
a result of that, the Port Augusta Hospital and the Mounthe racing industry, how it operates and what it means
Gambier Hospital were built at a total cost of $45 million. economically and socially to South Australia so that they
They could never have been built if it was not for the fact thaunderstand and appreciate its relevance to them and our State.
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| believe that this latest announcement of a major marketing The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point
strategy will help take the South Australian racing industryof order. It was a motion of this House that a report be

well into the twenty-first century. prepared and sent to the committee, and that is why | have
moved the motion.
PALLIATIVE CARE The SPEAKER: It will be referred automatically as a
. result of the original motion.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
concerning palliative care.

Leave granted. The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Itis with much pleasure that Heritage): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
| table the fourth report to Parliament on the care of people Leave granted.
who are dying in South Australia. The preparation and tabling The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: It is common knowledge that
of such a report has its genesis in the recommendations of thétroduced species, particularly feral cats, rabbits and foxes,
select committee of this House on the law and practicéiave long been the scourge of the Australian environment.
relating to death and dying and in a resolution subsequentlgouth Australia has developed what is recognised as one of
passed by both Houses of Parliament. The preparation ande largest and most effective attacks on feral animal
tabling of the report ensures that the issue of palliative carpopulations which have a long and well documented history
remains on the agenda of this House. Certainly, it remainsf endangering indigenous species in Australia. The program
high on the Government’s agenda. is Operation Bounceback, which is supported under the

It provides the opportunity—as | know my predecessoiGovernment's $30 million commitment, over six years,
has done on previous occasions—to place on record mghown as the Parks Agenda.
sincere appreciation for the hard work and dedication shown Operation Bounceback is a program designed to reduce
by health professionals working in this field and for the careand where possible eliminate feral animals in Flinders Ranges
and compassion shown by volunteers, carers and membaxgitional Park—an area of some 1 000 square kilometres—
of the clergy who provide support in an area that toucheallowing our endangered native species, in fact, all native
every one of us. | also pay tribute to the organisations angpecies, to recover. The park, | am sure members will agree,
individuals who support the needs and advance the cause gfpicturesque and exists within a semi-arid and mountainous
palliative care patients, their carers and their families. Soutlrea, containing such well known geological landmarks such
Australia has a good record in its approach to palliative careas Wilpena Pound and Brachina Gorge. The size of the park
Our pioneering and world leading approach in relation to grovides a good opportunity for integrated management prac-
number of initiatives such as legislation and good palliativetices and certainly successful outcomes. For instance, the
care orders has been outlined when previous annual repoffisral goat population has been all but eradicated through
have been tabled. It was my pleasure to open the new homrial and ground based activity. Foxes have been targeted
for the International Institute of Hospice Studies in Octoberand largely eradicated, and this is a campaign conducted on
this year. average four times a year.

The institute is an innovative academic and educational |mportantly, the rabbit control, which commenced within
base which has already won recognition in Australia anc 20 square kilometre area, has been expanded greatly fol-
overseas for its courses in palliative care. It has much to offefowing the introduction of the calicivirus. With the assistance
not only in publications and educational programs but also byf Onkaparinga TAFE, rabbit warrens have been mapped to
way of projects with a palliative care focus, which will ensureidentify the infestation hot-spots. Warrens are treated by
it will maintain its position at the leading edge of patient carevarious means, including the use of heavy earth moving

South Australia is very fortunate to have the Palliativeequipment.

Care Council of SA Inc. The council is being funded thisyear Feral cats remain the major threat to native species. In
by the South Australian Health Commission to establish and994 an honours research project stated that spotlighting and
maintain a resource and information service for palliative carghooting represented the best method of control. This has
providers, health professionals and personnel, and the widggen trialled and expanded to the current regime of six
community. The provision of information is vitally important. campaigns a year. While it is difficult to eradicate feral cats
The funding of this service is clear recognition of the growingtotally, this management technique at least means that the cat
importance of palliative care and an acknowledgment of theopulation impacts less on our native species. The outcomes
good track record of the Palliative Care Council. of the program have certainly been impressive. As a result of

The report provides details of what has been achieved anflis broad-based approach, feral animals have been dramati-
what remains to be done. The Health Commission is propogally reduced within the Flinders Ranges National Park.
ing to undertake a comprehensive review of palliative care Feral goats have been reduced from a density of 15 per
services during 1997-98 with the aim of improving access t&quare kilometre in 1992 to less than one. Rabbit numbers
palliative care services and ensuring ongoing development ¢fave now declined to 5 per cent of their original level. Some
optimal service delivery. We will continue to contribute to 7 000 rabbit warrens had been destroyed by 1996. Fox
national projects and | will continue to advocate for palliativenumbers display the same pattern. Densities formerly as high
care in the ongoing negotiations about Commonwealtlys 100 per 100 kilometres are now down to .5. Feral cats have
funding arrangements. | have pleasure in tabling the repoBiso been reduced from 20 per 100 kilometres down to three.

and | move: These are excellent outcomes indeed. The importance of
That the Fourth Report on the Care of People who are Dying b¢his is that perhaps, for the first time in a century, this
referred to the Social Development Committee. environment is experiencing dramatic improvements, and the

The SPEAKER: There is no need for that motion becausenative populations of the environment have responded.
it will be referred automatically by nature of the parent Act. Yellow footed rock wallabies have increased from 50 to 80
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animals in 1993 to 250 to 300 in 1997. Members will agreethe park or near a group of local high schools. They used the
that this is an excellent outcome, as we are looking at aold sales ploy where you run a totally unacceptable option to
outcome because were are looking at from about 80 to 300-make your real priority seem reasonable.
atruly excellent outcome for this species which was obvious- Residents did not buy this, nor did I. What they saw,
ly on its last legs but which is now rapidly recovering, thankshowever, was the Government buckling to an overseas owned
to this innovative, large scale environmental managemenglecommunications firm. | do not know whether it was
program. Importantly, native vegetation has also demonstragteception or just incompetence, but the Ministers and local
ed a similar recovery, with several species of importantnember also told residents that the work had proceeded to
perennial shrubs responding well in this new environment oguch an extent that the tower could only come under the then
opportunity. Federal legislation, that is, the pre 1 July legislation. At that
Mr Speaker, | know that you have am immense interest istage, the only work that had commenced on site was four
this area and | am sure that you will recognise that thispegs in the ground.
program demonstrates that within larger parks, with aregime The Minister then stood in this House on 1 July and told
of controlling feral species, native species can recover, ofteghembers he had signed a lease with Vodaphone the previous
quite dramatically. On behalf of the House | would like to Frigay to allow the tower to go ahead. | made some inquiries
express my gratitude to the previous Minister for having theynd the very next day he was back here saying he had not
foresight to implement this program, the officers of thesigned a lease on the Friday but had signed an internal memo
department who have worked diligently on the project, anchn the Thursday. It was like a bad episodeYes Minister
the volunteers who are in their hundreds if not thousands\t only did the Minister not know the difference between
including members of the Sporting Shooters Association, wh@ jease and ministerial memo but he did not know which day

have given their time to achieve some very worthwhileofthe week it was. No wonder residents have no faith in him
conservation outcomes. or his offsider.

As the election drew closer, the Minister seemed to be
persuaded by the arguments that the work undertaken prior
to 1 July on this site did not comply with the requirements.
He started sending off correspondence to Vodaphone,
guestioning it about the amount of work undertaken and, as

Ms RANKINE (Wright): Yesterday in the House | Imen.tio'ned.yeste.r.day, on 15 October, he actually withdrew
referred to a situation in relation to a telecommunication®€rmission in writing for Vodaphone to access the park.

tower being erected in the Cobbler Creek Recreation Park lhere is_a twist if‘ t_he tail of this, .Of course, w_hen you realise
Golden Grove. It is important in the light of the that, while the Minister was publicly threatening Vodaphone

Government's reaction to my questions to provide memberﬁ/ith legal action if it did not comply with his directive, we
with some background to that situation and a few fact ad a contingent of police, Vodaphone and National Parks
surrounding the issue. The Golden Grove Recreation pakd W'ld“fe offl_cers all on site at 6 a.m. but no-one doing
was declared a national park in November 1989. It is the ver§nything about it. _ _
last area of native vegetation in the northern suburbs and it When the police were presented with documentation that
is home to a large number of rare species of native birds ari#€ Minister had withdrawn permission, they refused to take
wildlife. It is a valuable outdoor learning area for our local action. There are a number of questions that local residents
children. Indeed, on World Environment Day in June thisand | would like answered in relation to this matter.
year | joined 1 300 primary school children planting out The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
17 000 native trees in the park. has expired.

My concern is about the continuing alienation of this park.
It is not that | am anti-mobile phone: it is that | believe that, Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): | refer to school closures.
when mobile phone towers are placed within our communityThe position taken today by lobby groups suggesting that one,
local residents are entitled to have proper planning procedurégo or three members of this House are responsible for
in place and proper consultation. On that issue alone, | woulgichool closures is outrageous. There are 47 members in this
like to make the point that the people who fought very longplace, all of whom have a voting right. School closures are
and very hard for 20 years to have that park established weg emotive issue, but the fact remains that the decision to
totally precluded from any consultation. Simply because th€lose a school is the Minister's, not the Parliament’s.
tower was a couple of hundred metres inside the Tea TreBmendments to the Education Act proposed by both the
Gully council area, the people of Salisbury were not given thé-abor Party and the Democrats do not change this position.
right to have a say as to where that tower went. When | spoké&hey do not take away the authority and therefore the
to Vodaphone about this, | was told it was simply too hard toesponsibility to close schools from the Minister.
talk to local residents. Improving the standard of education for our children is a

When the penny finally dropped with the local memberpriority for all South Australians, and it is important to
that this was a real issue of concern to the community, henaximise resources to ensure that students are not disadvan-
arranged for the former Minister for the Environment to cometaged. Due to demographic changes over the years, the
out to the park and talk to a selective group of people. Theducation services required in a particular region may change.
present Minister referred yesterday to misinformation that It is, therefore, just as imperative for the Government to
peddled during the election campaign. If she wants to talkationalise certain services as it is for the Government to
about misinformation, we will talk about the information build new facilities as the needs of the community change.
provided to residents on that day, 24 June, when the Ministekll proceeds from the sale of schools are ploughed back into
and local member both addressed these local residents. Thieyproving other schools in that region. There are a number
came out and put the point that the tower had to go either inf very good examples of this, and | will cite some of them.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE

The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
House note grievances.
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| refer to the Marion Road corridor. Money received from We worked very hard. We met initially on a monthly basis,
the closure sale was used to upgrade Daws Road High, whithen fortnightly, and at one stage weekly.
included a specialist area for hearing impaired students. Also, The review process involved hours and hours of our time.
money was used for the upgrading of Hamilton SecondaryVe did not take it lightly: we looked at the school situation
College’s new middle school facilities and a specialist facilityand we consulted very widely with the community. The
for students from Minda. There was a major upgrade of Rossiembers of the review committee were principals, parents,
Smith Secondary School after the closure of Nailsworth Highteachers and community representatives—including me, as
including services in the form of a lift to assist wheelchairthe Deputy Mayor at the time. We had public meetings with
access. the community. We sent out guestionnaires and surveys to the

An honourable member interjecting: community, and we collated all that information. We had

Mrs MAYWALD: That is exactly right. Glossop High informati_o_n from the Education Department on the school
School is another perfect example where a review proceg@mmunities and on the schools themselves.
recognised a need in the community to expand services. It Atthe end of this process, we came up with a recommen-
was a review process undertaken by the Labor GovernmeRgtion not to close any local schools. That, to some people,

prior to the former Parliament, and was agreed upon an@!ay seem asilly thing to do, because the review was set up
construction commenced in the previous Parliament. to look at the possible closure of certain schools. However,

Hwat was not the only thing that we came up with. We made
@me very good suggestions for the schools in Whyalla,
ased on both educational and economic grounds, that would
Save money and provide a better education for the students
in Whyalla. We believed that our recommendations were

to establish a review committee of appeal will not address thguite fea3|blle, would satisty everyone and would .enable
schools, which do have a local identity, to stay open in those

issue of a lack of structure in the initial review process. iti
Establishing formal procedures in relation to public consulta£omMmunities. . . .
We waited for some time and, without any warning,

tion on school closures will ensure that school communitie N .
will now have the opportunity to have their say in regard tc)i/Ichtchle Crescent School and Iron Knob Primary School

school closures were told that they were closing. The way in which they were

. . . ... told was horrendous. The Principal in question was tele-
A review committee process will ensure that communitie

h in determini hat acti hould be taken b honed at approximately 11.15 a.m. and told that her school
ave a say In determining wnat action should be taken Dy, closing. She had no idea that this had been considered.
Government to maximise education opportunities in theiry

district. Itis critically i tant that th f review | t 12 o’clock, the Chairperson of the school council was
Istrict. 'Lis critically important that th€ process ol rTeVIEW IS 16 i and told that the school was closing. In the mean-

well defined, open and accountable. School reviews ar e, the Principal had hurriedly called in her teachers and

complex and often emotive.issues, especially when they qu Id them that the school was closing. There was no oppor-
to closure. Whilst | recognise the determined efforts of the[unity to tell parents at this stage, and at 1 o'clock the news

Croydon Primary lobby, | remind them that to be a goo . .
listener is a skill and a courtesy that the Independents andt as released to the media and the ABC began broadcasting

> .- at there were to be two school closures in the Whyalla area.
will gxtend to any lObbY group,'but giving a lobby group a So, a number of parents heard from the radio that their
hearing does not con;tﬂyte giving a commitment. . school was closing. The message spread around the school
Although we have limited research resources, we believgery quickly. There were children in tears. | was asked to go
we have given this issue the due consideration needed, aggbre, and a number of other community people were also in
our decisions in this place have been independently made. lytendance. The school did not even have time to prepare a
my view, it would be irresponsible to introduce legislation Ofproper newsletter or information to go home to the parents
a retrospective nature that would raise false hopes angat night. | believe they very hurriedly put something
prolong for_another year uncertainty for the children Oftogetherto send home to the parents, and next morning they
Croydon Primary. were able to prepare a more detailed notice. The way in
. . which it was handled was absolutely appalling. If we are to
Ms BREUER (Giles): | was very interested to hear the pave more school closures—and that seems to be a possibili-
comments of the previous speaker, because | refer to tho_| ask the Government to assess the situation very
closing of the McRitchie Crescent school in Whyalla. Thiscarefully, look at the way that it is handled and be sensitive
morning | becgme quite distressed When I saw what happeneghout these issues. It is a terrible process for a school to have
here concerning the parents and children from the Croydog, face the fact that it is closing down. The school in question
Park school, because it did bring back to me memories of thgas had very little time to close down; they were given four
day those involved with the McRitchie Crescent Primarygays—student-free days—to close the school at the end of the
School in Whyalla heard that their school was closing. | wageay.
actually at the school on that day, and anybody involved in - The decision was not thought through very carefully, and
a school closure would realise how horrendous somethingyelieve that it was done purely on economic grounds. It was
like that is to a school community. the smallest school in numbers but it had the best facilities,
| was actually part of the review process which wasit had a prime location, and the type of students who attend
carried out in Whyalla to look at the school situations thereMcRitchie Primary School need that sort of school.
This was set up by the Minister for Education and Children’s
Services at the time, and it seemed an excellent idea that a Mr SCALZI (Hartley): 1, too, would like to comment on
community had the opportunity to look at their schools, tothe episode that | witnessed this morning with regard to
review their situation and to make recommendations to th€roydon Primary School demonstrators in the gallery. | have
Minister. This review process in Whyalla took 18 months.not previously commented on the democratic rights of the

| fully acknowledge that the school closures process coul
be enhanced and, to that end, foreshadow amendments whi
I intend to introduce and which the Independents and th
Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Training
fully support to formalise the review process. Amendment
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people from the Croydon Primary School, because | believe Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): My contribution to this
that any group has a right to demonstrate, to be heard and tpievance debate relates to the deterioration in the schooling
go through the full legal process to put his or her case—irsystem in my electorate and the impact of the cuts in school
this case, the school. | would be the first one to defend theervice officer hours and money available to schools in the
right of individuals to demonstrate and to use every legaklectorate. Before | address that issue, however, | wish to
means available to do so. However, | believe that this mattesomment on the fact that | have heard many grievances this
has got out of hand, and the attack on the three Independeraternoon relating to a matter that was available for debate
in recent days really takes the cake. Each of those individuathis morning, and I find it very strange that participants in this
has one vote. To say that they have more than one vote amadternoon’s process—
to go and talk to them and then expect them to act according- Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order. The clock is not
ly is beyond reason. on and the honourable member speaking will not have the
| also commend the member for Chaffey for her outlineassistance of knowing how much time she has left unless
of the importance of reviewing schools and districts, and sgomeone puts it on.
on. | say this not from a position of ignorance. As a school The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. | have my
teacher before coming into this place, | have been involvedwn personal clock here with the clerks. | can see the time.
in closures and amalgamations. | am still a registered teach_er Ms THOMPSON: It bewilders me that people would
and a member of the teachers union. | was disgusted thig, ine 1o participate in a debate on the issue of school
morning to see, as part of that group, Fhe President of th(‘?Iosure and then waste time in a grievance on that matter.
union to which I belong. | believe that it is beyond the pale..qever, | refer to the matter of the cutting of school service
An honourable member interjecting: _ officer hours at the Morphett Vale High School.

_ MrSCALZI: If she is a parent, she is dou_bly ITESPON-  This school has a very active school council under its
sible—as a parent and as the leader of a union. | thank thep i Ms Bev Holder and a very active teaching staff under
honourable member for bringing that to my attention. the leadership of Doug Moyle and Wendy House. There is a

Ms Geraghty interjecting: problem at the moment in that because of the reduction in
Mr SCALZI: Yes. | have no objection to demonstrating. school service officer hours no grounds work will be
I have been involved in a school closure when Ingle Farm angvailable next year. The school sought to take action to
Valley View Secondary Schools were amalgamated, and thevercome that problem by applying for the installation of a
present member for Playford would acknowledge thatvatering system on the oval, which it shares with the
students are much better served in that district now. They hacbnsdale Football Club. That would have been a smart move
excellent facilities at Valley View Secondary School, and lif it had worked. The problem is that, despite the fact that the
commend the previous member for Playford for all the workschool was given the go-ahead for this project in September
that he did to ensure that the school was well served. and that State Services have developed appropriate tender
The previous Labor Government closed 70 schools: thisocuments, it has now been told that it will not be able to
Government has closed fewer than 40. The question is ngiroceed with the tender because of the requirement for a
how many we close or open but whether studentsivater energy management document.
educational needs are being met. Ultimately, it is not a No time line has been given for the completion of this
question of territoriality but the educational facilities thatwork’ and the school council and the teachers are very
students receive. | support the member for Taylor in introducconcerned about the several impacts this will have. One
ing the Bill, if that is her wish, and | support groups lobbying impact is that, because of the Bay of Biscay soil in this area,
any politician in a proper democratic process. However, | d@he oval will become cracked and undulating. This will make
not— it totally unsuitable for use by anyone. The school will be
Ms White interjecting: unable to lease the oval to the Lonsdale Football Club and,
Mr SCALZI: | defend your right to introduce the Bill but in particular, the school itself will not be able to use it for
| do not have to support it. This morning in the Strangers'sport, with football training starting in February. The school
Gallery the President of the teachers union, with the demoris very concerned that it will not be able to use the school
strators, was condoning, by her inaction, what was going oroval during breaks and before and after school because of the
| believe that the member for Chaffey was also harassed amsafe nature of the oval and that this will contribute to
the demonstrators were coming down. That is not what thdiscipline problems in the school. It has not been advised
democratic process is about, and | was disgusted. | am prowehen this work is likely to occur and there will be no grounds
to be a member of the teachers union and | will continue tavork time available from 1 January, but at the moment the
be. | will exercise my right to voice my concerns as | did asschool oval requires at least two hours a day watering during
a teacher, and | will do so as a member of Parliamentsummer.
However, | was disgusted with what happened here this The issue, then, is to consider the impact that these
maorning. apparently small cuts will have in areas where not much
| know that the children were upset—they were upseinoney is available in the local community to top up what is
when Ingle Farm Secondary School closed—but the previougvailable through DECS. About 35 per cent of students at the
Government had in place counselling services and specidorphett Vale High School are on school card. Their parents
teachers who took care of the transition. All those thingsare not able to contribute further funds towards the topdress-
should be in place. They were in place then, they are in plad@g of the oval or the installation of a watering system.
now, and they will continue to be in place because, regardlessiready much of the grounds work undertaken at the school
of who is in power, we have an education system that is ong undertaken by students. | was pleased to participate in a
of the best in Australia. ceremony the other day where two students, Arron and Angus
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time Hender, were awarded a certificate of achievement for their
has expired. contribution to the grounds work in the school.
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As part of its enterprise focus, the school conducts &s viable. That authority, which Labor established, believes
Year 10 Futures Program. Students of this program have ald¢be project is worth being given the go-ahead.
been involved in developing the school grounds, planting and That has been totally ignored by this Opposition, which
refurbishing, and doing other work in the community. It isis so puerile as to demand that the profile of the beach be
good that they are developing a broad range of skills. maintained. Any goose knows that the profile of a beach
congratulate Morphett Vale High School’s leadership andthanges daily. It changes with the tide and with major
staff for developing this wide range of skills and recognisingclimatic events, and no Government, not even God himself,
the broad range of talents that different children haveunless he wants to change the course of his universe, can
However, it is not good enough to get decent facilities forguarantee constancy of the profile of the beach. Finally, |
schools in the southern area through the work of students amabuld like to say that members of the Opposition claim that
teachers in a voluntary capacity when decent and safiae City of Charles Sturt holds the sand in trust. It does not
facilities should be available for all students as well as théiold it in trust; it holds it in transit.
local community. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
has expired.
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): 1would like to comment briefly
on the extraordinary events that have taken place in this
House during the past two days. | refer specifically to what
we witnessed in connection with the proposed boating facility
at West Beach. In this context, | would particularly like to
praise the member for Colton, who is not only a very good GAMBLERS’ REHABILITATION FUND
local member but who is almost single-handedly responsible .
for coming up with an excellent compromise for the Ms STEVENS _(EI|zabeth): | seek leave to make a
Government to ensure the future integrity of the beache®€rsonal explanation.
Today, there was a legitimate protest by concerned residents. L€ave granted. »
Rather than stay inside as he could have done, | was standing MS STEVENS: Earlier today, the Minister for Human
outside and | observed the member for Colton go out angervices accused me of misleading the House in relation to
speak individually to all those protesters. Members know thai’€ Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund. | reject this accusation.
itis easy to go to a meeting and play popular politics and ge§tatements that | made during agrievance debate on Tuesday
the plaudits of the crowd. In fact, there are a few local® December, following a question that was not answered by
members in the area, both State and Federal, who seem intdéh€ Minister during Question Time, correctly referred to the
on pursuing popularist politics: they open their mouthamoun_t.of money which has been allocateql to the Gamblers
whenever they think there is a vote to be gained. Whether drRéhabilitation Fund over four years but which has not been
not they are informed is an entirely different matter. fully used. Statements | made on radio this morning re_fernng
. . . to the Auditor-General’s Report for 1996-97—and this was
The member for Colton took time to inform himself and

to weigh up all the problems and the possibilities, and h%sez?éosﬁtjide_lgggwed that $1.845 million was sfill unspent
proposed what | think is a compromise for which | hope he | trust that the Minister will apologise for this inaccurate

will be remembered when he has long left this House. He n.oéssertion. This strident attack on me illustrates his need to

only tries valiantly to dq the best for his elleqtorate but he Scover up the Government’s ineffective management of these
prepared to answer to his electorate. That is in strong contraﬁf

fo a newer member of this House, the member for Kaumar!unr?ds since the inception of the Gamblers’ Rehabilitation

who must nevertheless be complimented: at least he lives by ) | .
his own philosophy. No-one expects us to tell the truth, S%o'\l'/if;]e gfoflffrséoé?:éh;hei nggﬁéﬁble member is
apparently he comes in here determined to live by that 9 y P P )

philosophy.
An honourable member: That's outrageous. ABORIGINAL LANDS TRUST (NATIVE TITLE)
Mr BRINDAL: | make no improper allegations except AMENDMENT BILL

to say to this House, ‘Look at what the Premier read onto the
public record of this House.’ | say to all members that, whilst  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)
it is unparliamentary to accuse someone of telling lies, truttpbtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Actto amend the
can be judged as a matter of public record. I call no-one a liaAboriginal Lands Trust Act 1996. Read a first time.
I invite all members to look at what the Premier said today The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | move:
and work out who is telling the truth in this matter. That this Bill be now read a second time. o
I would also like to point out that throughout this debate! S€€k leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

the City of Charles Sturt has played a pre-eminent rolg!n Hansardwithout my reading it.

because it has suited the Opposition to put forward the City -€ave granted.

of Charles Sturt as the champions of the people. | believe that 61(;htig Eligr?;;ﬁ?; «Bflmgped\%igtns t% }&Oéi%QﬁLL:Qgﬁ 'E;]lgsltl_gﬂds
itwas when the Opposition was in Government that the_ Coa rust, or dealings with the land gy the Trust, will not gﬁect native
Protection Board was formed. It was formed because itis thgye in the land.

province of all South Australians to have the custody and care It provides that the Trust, when dealing with land vested in it,
of our beaches. It should not have been left to the City ofmay extingl_Jish _oraffectnative title by agreement with the Minister
Charles Sturt, the City of Holdfast Bay (the Brighton-Glenelgand the native title holders.

- - - The transfer of land to the Aboriginal Lands Trustis one way in
council, as it then was) or the Henley and Grange council. Wﬁ/hich native title claims over some areas of land may be dealt with

formed a Government authority, and that Governmenpy the State. Some native title claimants have expressed the fear that
authority looked carefully at this project and believes that ittheir native title rights may be affected by transfers to the Trust. This
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Bill makes it clear that future transfers to the Aboriginal Lands Trustsee the Eastern States pick up on the innovative approaches devel-
and dealings with land by the Trust, will not affect or extinguish oped in this State.
native title unless specifically agreed to by the native title holders.  The SME category is particularly appropriate for employers

| commend the Bill to the honourable members. contemplating exempt employer status or self insurance. It gives
Explanation of Clauses them an opportunity to gain experience of claims management under
Clause 1: Short title the overall management of WorkCover. To date, four of the pilot
Clause 2: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation group have moved from SME to Exempt employer status. There are
Cross references to tidative Title (South Australia) Act 19%¢e  how over twenty other employers who have expressed interest in
added to the interpretation section. becoming an SME. _
Clause 3; Insertion of s. 16AAA The SME category is by no means an easy option for employers.

A new section is inserted to clarify that in future the vesting of landThey must satisfy WorkCover Corporation that they have appropriate
in the Trust, or dealings with land of the Trust, will not affect native SKills, policies and practices in place to manage claims effectively
title in the land. and they must report to WorkCover Corporation in some detail. They
The new section expressly recognises the potential for the Trugpust take full responsibility for their decisions and can not blame a
to enter agreements with the holders of native title (and the Ministerrzh'rd party (WorkCover Corporation or the Claims Agent) for
under which native title may be affected or extinguished. Suctlecisions made on claims and they must deal with their employees

agreements are contemplated by section 21 of the Commonwealéifectly and appropriately. _
Native Title Act 1993 From the employees point of view there are also advantages.

Claims decisions are made more promptly and with full knowledge
: of the work situation and the range of suitable duties available, if that
Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. ;. Vicsie.
In view of the success of the Pilot, commitment to establish the
SME category as an ongoing feature of the WorkCover Scheme was

WORKERS REHABILITATION AND included in the 1997 Liberal Policy, ‘Focus on the Workplace'.
COMPENSATION (SELF MANAGED EMPLOYER This Bill deals only with the establishment of the SME scheme,
SCHEME) AMENDMENT BILL but necessarily amends both the Workers Rehabilitation and

Compensation Act and the WorkCover Corporation Act.

- . Although other issues in relation to the WorkCover Scheme are
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Administra- under consideration by the Government and are likely to lead to a

tive and Information Services) obtained leave and intro- further amendment biil in the future, it is considered important to
duced a Bill for an Act to amend the Workers Rehabilitationdeal with this one amendment now so that the highly successful SME
and Compensation Act 1986; and to make consequenti§Fheme can operate as intended.

; I commend the Bill to the House.
amendment to the WorkCover Corporation Act 1994. Read Explanation of Clauses

afirst time. Clause 1: Short title
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | move: Clause 2: Commencement
That this Bill be now read a second time. Clause 3: Insertion of s. 59A—Self managed employers

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertd§® new section establishes a scheme for registration of self
managed employers. The Corporation must be satisfied that the

in Hansardwithout my reading it. employer has adequate resources to manage claims made by the
Leave granted. employer’s workers and that registration is otherwise appropriate.

The 1993 Liberal Worker Safety Policy document indicated that™ ist of factors to be considered is set out in the provision.
a Liberal Government would establish a new category of employer A registered self managed employer will enterinto a contract or
under the WorkCover Scheme, to be known as ‘Self Manage@rrangement with WorkCover in relation to the management of
Employers’ or ‘SMEs’ who would be responsible for the manage-Cla'_mS- If that contract or arrangement is breached the employer’s
ment of claims made by their workers. registration may be revoked. -

The legislative amendments subsequently introduced into the, Clause 4: Substitution of s. 62—Applications
Parliament in early 1994 included the proposed changes necessar{)is clause substitutes section 62 which currently sets out the
to establish the SME category. There were some concerns expresdggcedure for making an application to be registered as an exempt
as to how the scheme would work and the legislation was consé&mployer. The new section extends to applications for registration
quently amended in the Legislative Council to allow the SME2s a self managed employer. ) ) )
Scheme to be established on only a ‘Pilot’ basis, with no more than  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 67—Adjustment of levy in relation to
twenty employers allowed to participate. individual employers o

The legislative changes commenced in July 1994 and the SM ghe amendment expressly contemplates a reduction in levy for a self
Scheme commenced operation in October 1994 with an initial grouf!anaged employer. )
of nine employers followed by a further eleven in January 1995, Clause 6: Amendment of WorkCover Corporation Act 1994
making twenty enthusiastic employers prepared to take on thhlew section 14(4) contemplates contracts or arrangements with self
management of claims made by their employees. For the initial thre@anaged employers. Currently the section only contemplates such
month period there was no levy reduction for the employers wharrangements on a trial basis.
participated, and then a 4.4 per cent levy discount was provided. The
motivation for the employers was that rewards would be achieved Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.
through better claims management and earlier return to work, which

of itself would generate cost savings and other intangible benefits for RoxBY DOWNS (INDENTURE RATIFICATION)

the employers and their workforce.
The Scheme has operated very successfully. A formal review Was(ABORIGINAL HERITAGE) AMENDMENT BILL

conducted by the Board of WorkCover in December 1996 and as a . .
result of the favourable assessment, the Board recommended the Adjourned debate on second reading.
establishment of the category as an ongoing option for employers. (Continued from 10 December. Page 232.)
The proposal was also referred to the Ministerial Advisory
Committee on_Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation for \is HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
consideration. The Committee unanimously endorsed the proposgl ks bef Parli d N h
to establish the SME as an ongoing feature of the Scheme. ome two weeks before Parllament was due to sit, the
Another encouraging endorsement of the Scheme is the fact théttorney-General advised the Opposition that an urgent Bill
other States have adopted the concept in varying forms angias to be considered regarding the Roxby Downs indenture
introduced a self managed category in their Workers Compensati%reemem_ The Attorney-General's briefing advised that

Schemes. Victoria and Queensland are two states to have done . . : .
The concept is also endorsed by the Heads of Workers Compensati ere was a problem with the Aboriginal heritage consider-

Authorities (HWCA) in the report ‘Promoting Excellence—National ations of the Bill, that it needed to be got through quickly
Consistency in Australian Workers Compensation’. Itis pleasing tddecause the Roxby Downs expansion phase needed to
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continue with expedition and, if this Bill were not passed, thategal advice and were briefed by Crown Law that there was
would hold up the expansion phase and had the potential ®ome doubt concerning which Aboriginal heritage agreement
cause a number of financial and procedural difficulties foMVestern Mining Corporation was operating under, and some
Western Mining Corporation. In a further briefing this wasweight was given to the view that it should be operating
confirmed by Western Mining Corporation. However, laterunder the 1989 Act.
in the piece as we were beginning our consultations we began So, we had the advice from the Attorney-General that we
to become aware that there were some problems witheeded to remedy this situation quickly because, if we did not
Aboriginal groups. Our first contact was with the Andamookaand Western Mining went back and had to deal with the 1989
Land Council, as we were advised that it was the traditionafct, a fresh round of negotiations with the Aboriginal people
owner of the land and the people with whom we should talkmight have to commence, which would delay the project by
The Chairman of the Andamooka Land Council advisednany months. This is an untenable situation for the company
me that there were no difficulties with proceeding with theand for this State, which is benefiting from a $1 billion
Bill. However, | was contacted shortly thereafter by a lawyerexpansion of the Roxby Downs project and is in great need
representing the Kokatha People’s Committee who expressed the extra revenue it will create and the extra jobs it is
some concern about the Bill and wanted further time tacreating currently.
consider it. In fact, they wanted us to participate in adjourning With some reluctance, owing to the circumstances, the
the Bill until February until there had been proper time forOpposition indicated to the Attorney-General that it would
discussion and consultation. deal expeditiously with the Bill. This week we were advised
When | contacted the Attorney-General and Wester®y lawyers representing the Port Augusta region native title
Mining Corporation they advised me that further negotiationgvorking group that it had reached agreement. | commend this
would be going on and that the probability was for somegroup for the speed with which it conducted the negotiations
resolution of the issue. This was reiterated by the Attorneyand its cooperation in achieving an agreement. It was very
General in his second reading explanation of 4 December. Hifficult for them under the circumstances because they were
final paragraph states: not happy to do it, and it was made more difficult by the fact
The Government has also had extensive consultations Witf‘hat the lawyers operating for the group had to deal with

Western Mining Corporation and relevant Aboriginal interests withP€0ple in remote areas, so time pressures created even more
a view to concluding a satisfactory outcome. They have agreed thalifficulty for them.

this Bill S_hOU|d be introduced tc_)day_vyith aview to it laying on‘the The Attorney-General in another place has detailed the
table until next week by which time it is hoped to have a negotlate(‘iju‘:]l,eement but I will restate the basic outline of the agree-
outcome concluded. o . . -9
i .. _ment. First, it provides for the establishment of an Aboriginal
In fact, that hope was not fulfilled, because Fhe; negotiationfieritage management plan to enable the working group and
broke down and we were back in negotiation with they\c to deal with all issues between them relating to
representatives of the Aborlglr}al people at the beginning OAboriginaI heritage in the Olympic Dam and Stuart Shelf
this week. We were further advised that there was some hoRgeas. The second part of the agreement is that a time frame
of resolution of the issue. o o of 14 weeks for the negotiation and finalisation of the plan
_This story of the to-ing and fro-ing in the negotiations for js in place. Thirdly, a mechanism for the incorporation of the
this Bill illustrates the difficulty for the Opposition in dealing agreed heritage plan into the legislation is agreed to. In short,
with such an important and technical piece of legislation athe agreement buys a little more time for the traditional
such short notice. We were unhappy and uncomfortable witBwners of the land to work with WMC to put together a
the situation we found ourselves in because we were not abfgoper Aboriginal heritage plan for that area.
to satisfactorily conduct negotiations or consult all the people |t must be very obvious that the main problem might be
we wanted to consult. Various groups approached us, but Wfat this agreement will not be concluded within the 14 weeks
were not able to satisfy ourselves that we had approached &} that negotiations might then break down and be unsatisfac-
the people who should have been approached and asked thgjfy and there will not be a way of signing off on the heritage
advice. plan and getting it into legislation. The Attorney-General, in
Various representatives of those Aboriginal groups areliscussion in another place, gave the undertaking that he
similarly unhappy with the situation. They feel that they havewould personally give attention to facilitation of the agree-
been pressured into dealing with a situation that they were nehent and would bring whatever pressure the Government
entirely ready to deal with. This is a difficult situation, and could bear on WMC to cooperate fully in this process, and
itis unfortunate that, in order to ensure that the Roxby Downghat he would do whatever he could to ensure that the
expansion phase proceeds as it should, the Parliament has kgfteement is honoured by all parties.
to deal so quickly with this piece of legislation, because | certainly seek a similar assurance from the Minister in
complex circumstances surround this legislation. this place that this will happen. In light of this agreement, the
It relates to the 1979 Aboriginal Heritage Bill, which was Opposition informed the Attorney-General that we would be
assented to, but the date of commencement was not prable to support the Bill before us. We did so in the other place
claimed. Subsequent to that 1979 Bill, Western Mininglast night. Just before the Bill went through the other place
Corporation did its environmental impact statement, conwe were contacted by the Aboriginal Legal Rights
ducted consultations with Aboriginal groups and of courseMovement, which advised us that it disagrees with the
went ahead with the project in due course. In 1989, anotheirinciple of the legislation and was not happy with its
Aboriginal Heritage Act was brought in and the 1979 Act waspassing.
not repealed. We have conflicting views. The ALP respects this view and understands its viewpoint
Western Mining Corporation would have us understandn terms of principle but believes that the issues we are
that it believes that it was continually acting under the 197%ealing with in this Bill relate to Aboriginal heritage issues
Act, whereas the Aboriginal people advised us that theyn the Roxby Downs and Stuart Shelf sites and the identifica-
believed that it was operating under the 1989 Act. We hadion and protection of those sites, so we will abide by the
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decision of the traditional owners of that land. Therefore, The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | am advised that there
with the assurance by the Minister that he will support theshould not be any issue at all. | believe that the original
Attorney-General in doing all he can to facilitate the agreeunderstanding of the communities was that it has been
ment, the Opposition will support this Bill's passing. working under the Act since 1982.
Clause passed.

Mr EVANS (Davenport): | support the Bill and place on Title passed.
record my disappointment at the Australian Democrats’stand  Bill read a third time and passed.
on this Bill. | am amazed that the Democrats can go on record
as saying that they would prefer that Roxby did not exist. A UNCLAIMED SUPERANNUATION BENEFITS
number of jobs are directly related to the mine itself, and the BILL
jobs and economic development that flow on further down
the track are obvious to most in this place, but apparently not The Legislative Council agreed to the amendment made
to the Australian Democrats. They certainly do not have #y the House of Assembly without any amendment.
priority on jobs. It is interesting to note that in the first two
weeks of sitting after the last election we have debated two LAND TAX (LAND HELD ON TRUST)
issues that relate specifically to jobs—the Holdfast Bay AMENDMENT BILL
development and this Bill. The Australian Democrats have o ) L
essentially indicated that they oppose both. We should note 1he Legislative Council agreed to the Bill without any
that, when the Australian Democrats are screaming about igneéndment.

jobs for young or middle-aged people, we will remind them
; - ol STAMP DUTIES (MISCELLANEOUS NO.2)
of their stance, which essentially is anti-jobs. AMENDMENT BILL

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | thank s . S
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the member fo¥ ”Thg Leglslatl\{edCounc(ljl agrﬁed to the Bill with the
Davenport for their contributions. It is a significant Bill for oflowing sggges ed amendment. o
Roxby Downs. The whole development of this Bill and its,, Page 4, lines 13 and 14 (Clause 6)—Leave out the definition of

by the Opposition has been done with much goodwill "&1¢ia! institution’ and insert—_
support by PP . gooav financial institution’ means a financial institution within the
to attempt to sort out the issues, and | thank the Opposition meaning of the Financial Institutions Duty Act 1983;
for its support. It is an important issue for the Aboriginal Consideration in Committee
community, for Western Mining and for the Government. | The Hon. G.A INGERSON'.I move:
thank those who have been part of the debate for their o ' )
contribution to the Bill.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Clause 1 passed. OPPOSITION LEADER’S COMMENTS

Clause 2.

Ms HURLEY: In the second reading debate in the other  \jrs HALL (Coles): | seek leave to make a personal
place last night the Attorney-General gave an assurance thgfp|anation.
the Government will facilitate the drawing up of the agree- | ggve granted.

ment on the Aborigin_al heritage plan for the Roxby Downs  prs HALL: On Tuesday, 9 December, during the debate
area and said that, if necessary, he would personally ggf, the Statutes Amendment (Ministers of the Crown) Bill, the
involved in negotiations on the plan so that the plan could b¢ eader of the Opposition referred to a member of Parliament
established satisfactorily within the 14 weeks time frameyng g parliamentary secretary ‘who was also on the Public
agreed upon. Will the Deputy Premier also provide suckyorks Committee dealing with recreation and sport matters
commitment to ensure that the management plan is agregd \well as being intimately involved with the sporting
upon within the time frame stated in the notes from theyrganisation that was to benefit’. The Leader of the Opposi-
Attorney-General? , tion went on to imply that there was a conflict of interest.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | am advised that the  For the record, | want to state the facts. | was the parlia-
Attorney-General has been involved and does intend to stgyentary secretary to the Minister for Recreation and Sport;
involved in it, and we will give the assurances that the Deputyynd | was a member of the Public Works Committee from its
Leader has requested. , commencement in early 1994 until 20 March 1996, when |
Ms HURLEY: What will happen if, for whatever reason, yoluntarily resigned. The sporting organisation that was to
the agreement is not reached within 14 weeks and as genefit was, clearly, the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium, and |
consequence cannot be incorporated into legislation?  \yant to put on the record that that project did not come before
~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | am advised thatis notan the public Works Committee until 6 June 1996—nearly three
issue. We expect to be able to do it within the time frame. ltnonths after | had left the committee. | regret that the Leader
is vital that it occur and we will make every effort as a of the Opposition continues to use this type of smear. There
Government to get it done within that time frame. was no crossover in time and no conflict of interest.
Ms HURLEY: Issues have been raised as to whether the The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now
passage of this Bill might contravene the Federal RaCiaétarting to comment.
Discrimination Act. Does the Minister believe that the
Aboriginal people in this area are being treated differently ADDRESS IN REPLY
from Aborigines in surrounding areas in South Australia, or
elsewhere in Australia, in relation to the Aboriginal Heritage  Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
Act? (Continued from 10 December. Page 219.)

That the Legislative Council’s suggested amendment be agreed
to.

Motion carried.
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Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Four years ago today we reference in his ‘rousing speech’ to the State ALP convention
won government in a landslide and soon after came into thias reported in th€unday Mailwhen he stated:
House as a new Liberal Government full of great ideas for the  The ALP in the lead-up to the next State election had to embrace
future of the State of South Australia but faced with anthe ‘new battlers’, small business people and those struggling in rural
unbelievable level of debt. This debt required cuts in financé&outh Australia.
to all portfolio areas if we were to be able to pay even thd would like to let Mr Rann know that they are not ‘new
interest on it when it fell due before the end of our first term battlers’: they have been battling since the settlement of these
instead of adding it onto the capital, as Labor had been doingreas and | am sure that he will soon be able to forget them
The Treasurer, Stephen Baker, did a fantastic job of keepinggain after the next election, as Labor has always done
under strict control the natural exuberance of the nevbefore. Country people will not be fooled by fairweather
Ministers all wanting to do a first-class job in their areas offriends. Itis only under a Liberal Government that they begin
jurisdiction. The new Ministers in turn had to keep theto see improvementsin theirlot. It is the Liberal Government
considerable wants of the bevy of new backbenchers—athat constructed the Berri Bridge and the Burra-Morgan,
with our wish lists in our pockets—under control. The Kimba-Cleve and Lock-Elliston roads, the upgrading of
Premier had the unenviable task of presiding over the wholeountry airports, country Housing Trust areas, and is improv-
cauldron. ing health and education, as outlined previously.

What was achieved under these difficult circumstances Last week the Financial Planners of Australia held the
was, | believe, remarkable. We went from going into debt tdargest conference ever in Adelaide with 2 600 people. Mr
the tune of $1 million a day to the 1997-98 budget estimatediiarry S. Dent, a famous Harvard MBA speaker, predicts that
to produce a surplus of $1 million. While doing this, by We are on the verge of the greatest boom in the history of
working smarter, the Government managed to achievAustralia and the world because of the baby boomers and
enormous improvements in all those areas that affect theomputers. We are well suited to be the beneficiaries of such
people of the State the most. a boom, with the State Government’s focus on information

In health, not only are the numbers on waiting liststechnology and our Iar_g_e population of_weII educated baby
27.7 percent down and clearance time improved b oomers and their families. Recent indicators show that we

36.6 per cent compared with September 1994 but considef al State are iln tEe vanguard of S‘;Ch a bt?om. S¢e
able improvements have been made to infrastructure all ovégTPloyment Outlook 201prepared by the South Australian
the State, particularly in regional areas that have bee entre for Economic Studies for SA Great, and released on

neglected for many years. On Eyre Peninsula $16.5 millior December, projects that nearly 101 000 jobs will be created

is being spent to upgrade the Port Lincoln Hospital and? South Australia by the year 2010 in the median (most
anothe?$1?5 miIIionFi)r? Ceduna. P qlkely) scenario. Such a trend is certainly shown by the ANZ

jobs growth survey of employment advertisements in South
ustralia for the last month, which jumped by 9.4 per cent,
ore than double the national average.

The recent Roxby Downs announcement will help this

In education it was the same. We are at last beginning t
address the literacy problems with the basic skills testin
pointing to where improvements need to be made, an

remedial action is being taken. Again, infrastructure particuz - 4 to continue upward. | am hopeful that a similar boost

larly in the regional areas, that was run down is belnglo jobs in mining, given the cooperation of the Opposition,

repaired, upgraded and renewed, W'th reg:laddlng, repaintingithin the term of this Government will become available at
and new science laboratories happening in schools across t Sumbarra mine site. This site is in the electorate of Giles

State. Computers in schools are now common place, wit nd mention of it was noticeably absent from the maiden

some schools reaching a ratio of one for each five ChildrerEpeech of the member for Giles, and this is despite the fact
Unfortunately, we did not let the people know what we WerCnat it would ensure large numbers of jobs for people in her

achieving. Even our own team was not reminded enough lectorate. The proposal is supported by Aboriginal groups

the success we were having and therefore did not let t ho can see the benefits it would bring. It would take only
electorate know about all the positives being accomplishe few hectares from the huge Yumbarra National Park of

If the deb; had not been so great, we could haye achiev 7 589 hectares. Upgrading of the facilities available to the

more, but it would have been wrong not to deal with the debfy 10 i the region could also be expected involving the

as a priority. In my maiden speech | stated: harbor, the airport, the roads and accommodation to name but
Itis time to remember that we must become profitable again. I few. Perhaps the member for Giles could get her colleagues

is also time to remember that taxes are paid on profits and thay 5iiow the checking of the potential of the minerals, the
without taxes we cannot afford all the things we want for ourselve

and our communities. Teachers, nurses, police, pensions are all pj?aesence of which is indicated by a huge magnetic anomaly,
from the public purse. I do not believe that Governments should tand the development of another mine for the benefit of the
profits more: the answer is to make more profits. This will provideState and her electorate if the presence of commercial
more jobs and will help to solve many of the social and physical i"Squantities of minerals is proven.

of our people. A few kilometres away from Yumbarra is the beautiful
We had to put our own house in order. We could not justarea known as Davenport Creek, which local people tell me
solve the problem by taxing, as it would have created anothehey would like to see protected. This is privately owned land
problem by further reducing jobs in the real wealth and joband is under a mining lease. Perhaps the member for Giles
creating area of private enterprise. We have paid a high priceould like to support me in an effort to make this area with
for our poor communication and it will be up to us to makeits sand dunes, its clean clear water and its shag rookery into
sure that the members, the people of the State and the medianational park for the long-term future enjoyment of the
are given no reason to be distracted from our considerablgeople of the State. One small area of low biodiversity and
achievements under difficult financial circumstances as wéttle public interest could be developed as a mine while
continue to help the State achieve great things into the nexnother area, which has much higher biodiversity and public
millennium. | was amused at the Leader of the Opposition’snterest, could be environmentally protected. This could be



Thursday 11 December 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 287

accomplished using the funds made available by sale all the time but, if we all do the best we can as we see it and
royalty from mining to buy the land and the mining rights respect one another’s point of view, | know we can accom-
over the creek. There would probably even be funds enougblish great things.
to allow for the extension of the pipeline to Penong. The For the benefit of members who are not aware of the
rhetoric of Labor about cooperation with the Liberal electorate of Flinders, | provide some statistics. Flinders is
Government for the creating of jobs, particularly in thenow approximately 55 000 square kilometres and encompass-
country regions, and wealth for the State would be muclkes 10 council areas, with 10 hospitals, numerous nursing
more believable with some tangible proof. Here is a wonderhomes and hostels, and 60 educational institutions. It has 46
ful opportunity to provide that proof. conservation parks of 519 880 hectares in area, not including
On 3 November details were released on South Australia®¥umbarra located nearby, with two national parks of 59 440
overseas exports as at September 1997. These are up 11 pectares. All these institutions are supported by dozens of
cent on 1995-96, with the fastest growing commodity groughard working people and equally hard working teams of
being fish and crustaceans, which increased 69 per cent. | amlunteers.
proud to say that Eyre Peninsula produces about 65 per cent The electorate contains only 2.6 per cent of the State’s
of the State’s income in this sector and, judging by thepopulation, but produces as mentioned about 65 per cent of
developments that | have witnessed, | believe much of thithe State’s fishing income and around 33 per cent of the
increase would be from the peninsula. Many people hav&tate’s grain income. The latter could be even greater this
heard about the great success of tuna farming. Howeveyear if the recent rains have not caused too much damage.
developments in abalone, oyster, mussel farms and thHEhe mineral potential has hardly been touched. It is a whole
holding of crayfish in cages is far less well known. Thetourist region in its own right and has more tourist bed nights
entrepreneurs involved are on the leading edge of develophan Kangaroo Island, the Barossa Valley and Flinders
ments in these industries. They are creating real wealth fdRanges put together.
the State and, just as importantly, jobs in regional South The region has its own hard working Eyre Regional
Australia. In addition to the direct jobs created, there are alsDevelopment Board, which works over this huge area and is
many indirect jobs from production of food for the farms andjust completing its first resource agreement. During the last
the considerable amount of equipment required. Many ofour years it has helped generate 508 sustainable employment
these indirect jobs are being created in the city. positions and helped to bring into the electorate $4 million in
Itis not surprising that the Yellow Pages Small Businesgrants and subsidies from State and Federal agencies. This is
Index also released in November advises that small busineaghieved under tight financial constraints and hampered by
confidence in South Australia is strongest among all Stateshe huge logistical problem of this fabulous region of the
One would not think so if one listened to the OppositionState.
talking down our great State and the achievements of its hard- It is interesting to note that the last census showed that
working people. The Bank SA Trends Bulletin, again fromthere had been almost no change in the number of people
November this year, advises that finance for housingdiving on Eyre Peninsula over the period covered. This has
construction increased almost 30 per cent in the past yedseen achieved at a time when other regional areas have been
This is an indicator that is a vote of confidence in this Statéosing population. | do not actually see population increase
by the people themselves. In Port Lincoln, the Lincoln Lakesor the State as a whole as being necessary if we increase the
marina development is releasing another 142 building blockger capita income of the people by getting more employed,
for sale to the public. The existing marina blocks are all soldvorking better and smarter and more profitably.
and the majority have new homes and units on them. It has been an exciting and, | believe, very productive four
Mr Speaker, you would be aware that boundary changegears for the electorate of Flinders. There have been many
to the Flinders electorate mean that | farewell the constituenigevelopments within the electorate which give me great
| represented on Kangaroo Island for the past four years.gleasure to have seen to fruition, such as the improvements
wish them well for what | believe will be a very exciting to schools, health and recreation facilities. There are many
future in a place that has become a tourism icon around thether developments that | hope to see completed within the
world. The support of the Kangaroo Island councillors anchext four years, such as the Kimba to Cleve and Elliston to
council staff, both before and after amalgamation, during ock roads, and there are still others in my plan for the
what was quite a difficult period in the history of the island, electorate that | hope to see accomplished within the next four
was appreciated. Jean Woolley very ably represented me grears: for example, adequate numbers of professionals to
the island, supported by her husband Brian, and | commengtovide doctors, mental health workers and dentists to fill the
her untiring efforts, often well beyond the call of duty. At this existing jobs, the wind farm at Uley, mining in Yumbarra,
time | also mention the hard work and support given by myand the redevelopment of the civic hall in Port Lincoln to
personal assistant, Brenton Rehn, supported by his wife Juliprovide the region with a performing arts theatre.
and I wish him well in his future activities and new role asa  With the support of the people of the electorate, of my
grandfather. excellent staff, family and friends—and | mention particularly
I am pleased to welcome the people of Ceduna, Kimba anghy cousin Philip Roe and the Liberal Party branch mem-
Franklin Harbor council areas to the Flinders electorate. bers—I will continue to work hard on behalf of the people in
look forward to meeting and working with them. The my electorate and the State of South Australia and justify the
importance of their councils in assisting me in identifying thefajth they had in me as shown by my increased vote at the
needs of their communities and putting forward winningrecent election.
cases to the Government cannot be underestimated. Together,
working as a team, we can help to achieve the great potential The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): Mr Speaker, may
we all believe is there to be developed within the electoratd.say that | am delighted to see you in the Chair and offer my
As with the other councils with which | have already beenpersonal congratulations to you on attaining your new office.
working, | do not expect that we will agree with one anotherl am delighted to have the opportunity to respond to His
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Excellency’s address and, in so doing, take the opportunitam happy to put that right on the record now. The reason I am
to commend his Excellency on the job he has done to datso confident in saying that is that we know what is really
Only this morning | was advised of the extensive number ohappening behind the scenes. Mike has been given a bit of a
schools His Excellency is being present at over the next twgo because they stumbled in with a few more seats through
weeks as he attends school prize and speech nights. It issacond preferences, but at the end of the day Labor members
credit to him to make himself so accessible to so many of th&now that he is an electoral and political liability.
public in South Australia and, already in the short time he has The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:
been in office, he is demonstrating himself very much to be The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | am not sure if the
the people’s Governor. honourable member would have voted for the former Deputy
Itis also the first opportunity | have had in this ParliamentLeader. There is no doubt that there is a fair bit of angst on
to reflect on the result of the last State election. Before | dthat side also over their leadership. They cannot possibly be
that, it is worth mentioning that this is the third occasion onhappy with the new Deputy Leader. Again, we hope the new
which | have had the opportunity to respond to a speech dDeputy Leader stays there. We think she is terrific. She is
a Governor immediately after an election. In so doing, | anterrific for Opposition and it is Opposition in which she will
reminded of the comments that were often hurled across theelp keep you stay. We are very pleased with your current
Chamber at me by the former member for Albert Park andeadership team, and may it stay exactly as it is.
then Lee, Mr Kevin Hamilton, who seemed to take great The Labor Party can certainly take no solace from the
delight in taunting members of the Parliamentary Liberalvote. When they consider that Bright, one of the marginal
Party, and used to on a regular basis—certainly weekly if nateats they needed to hold in 1989, still is 18 per cent higher
daily—refer to me as a ‘oncer’. Now, | am at worst a ‘thricer’ in first preference votes alone than they achieved in 1985
and, of course, Mr Hamilton is no longer present in thiswhen they won, the Labor Party has one heck of a long way
Chamber, and that is a source of great delight not only to m® go before they will come within a whiff of getting
but to many of my colleagues in the Liberal Party who wereGovernment in South Australia.
similarly taunted by the unfortunate and hapless Mr Of course, | am also looking forward to the ongoing nature
Hamilton. of this term because now, as a consequence of legislation that
It is interesting to examine closely the results of thehas passed this House, it is likely that | will be given an
election in my electorate. Of course, | am very pleased t@pportunity to be sworn into portfolios which many members
have the support again of the people of the electorate dnow | have cherished for some time and desired the
Bright. This is the third successive occasion that the Liberabpportunity to move into. Many know of my passion for the
Party has won the seat, which was held by Labor from 198#formation technology industry, an industry from where |
to 1989. Itis interesting to note that, despite the fact that thereviously came before entering Parliament. Many know that
Labor Party has been claiming victory through the result obver the past 12 months | was frustrated that | could not
the last State election, the first preference vote of the Labdimish the job | had started with the organisation known as
Party in the seat of Bright, a seat they held from 1985 tdServices SA, a department that | created through the amalgam
1989, still is 18 per cent lower than it was when they won itof what used to be the old SACON and the old State Services.
in 1985. They managed only a paltry 30.7 per cent of first |look forward to the challenges that those portfolios will
preference votes. It was quite clear where the electorate weptesent and to any questions that might be forthcoming from
if they moved from the Liberal Party. In the seat of Bright, the Labor Party. | am well aware that they have been reluctant
the Australian Democrats achieved a first Party preferred vot® question me—and the record demonstrates that fact. | was
of 21.7 per cent. That can be no long-term comfort for theprobably the most under-questioned Minister, if not definitely
Labor Party, because it clearly indicates that, yes, a group dfie most under-questioned Minister, during the three years
people have moved away, but they can just as easily come which | held portfolios, and | challenge the Labor Party to
back again. Itis no comfort to any Party hanging in there withuse the opportunity to question me in this House in the future.
the numbers they have on second preferences. That is the In relation to education, | am privileged to have in my
dilemma of the Labor Party at the next election. electorate two unique examples of schools which | hope will
They may be a little cock-a-hoop at the moment and sagventually become the norm in South Australia. Those
they have won a few more seats, but it would be a venschools are the Hallett Cove East Primary School and the
foolish Labor Party indeed to believe that that means they cawoodend Primary School. They are schools that are visionary
stumble over the line at the next election. | invite them toand in which different methods have been tried. The Hallett
look carefully at the history books to see where in the pasiCove East school was the first of the two schools built, and
at both the national level and in various State jurisdictionsit comprises construction of houses. | am proud to have had
Governments have received a reduced majority and hawe significant role in having the school built in that format.
hung on even with a balance of power situation, and theyndeed, it was a promise of the Liberal Party in 1989 that, if
have then gone and returned themselves with a largelected, such a school would be built. The Labor Party
majority. There is no reason whatsoever why the Liberabpposed the idea—and, indeed, so did their bureaucrats.
Party should not re-increase its majority at the next election, | well remember in late 1989, prior to the election at the
particularly if the Labor Party keeps the present Leader. end of that year, attending a public meeting of the Karrara
It is fair to say that every member of the ParliamentaryResidents Association in the premises of the Karrara
Liberal Party hopes that the current Labor Leader is still ther&indergarten to canvass options with the local residents for
at the next State election. | will be in there batting for him thethe building of a new school. The meeting was well attended.
whole way to make sure that | do my best to ensure théraised at that meeting the prospect of building a school in
current Labor Leader’s staying there heading the Labor Party period of some 12 weeks utilising home building
at the next State election. That would be the best gift théechnology and building a school of houses. | was ridiculed
Liberal Party could have. One thing | am sure of: the currenat that meeting by the Education Department bureaucrats of
Labor Leader will never be a Premier of South Australia. Ithe day. They advised that no school could be built within 12
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weeks, and that certainly no school could ever be built out oén property owned by the department and sold to the builder. The
houses. departmental documentation indicates that the lease projects have

. ieen undertaken on a trial basis to assess private sector proposals as
Unfortunately, a Labor Government was elected in 1989, source of funding for future construction of schools. Audit

and that school was not builtin 12 weeks. However, a schoalcknowledges that the department’s principal objective in relation
was built of houses, and it has been an overwhelmindp the utilisation of the private sector, in both projects, has been the
success—a success that is trumpeted by parents, teachers rﬁ\ re to reduce the cost of construction of schools and therefore
. L ! It capital borrowings.
students alike. The vision is such that, when that school ) ) ] o
reaches a point in time when it is no longer required, thd am fully supportive of the Auditor-General’s investigating
Parliament of that day will not have to undergo the angst ofuch an arrangement—in fact, itis absolutely imperative that
the Croydon Primary School, because it will have knowledgé'e does—and | have no difficulty with the background that
in advance of what is to happen with that school. The schod}e has provided. However, | do have difficulty with his first
has been reverse planned from a housing estate and stredtdding, where he says:
a community oval and community facility, removing the It is Audit's view that documentary evidence regarding the
houses that were not needed, removing a road and takirqig_mographic studies indicated that, for each lease proposal, concerns
walls out of the house to form two classroom divided area§x'5ted as to the justification to proceed with each proposal.
so that, when the school is ultimately disposed of, perhaps iSBome members in this Parliament may be aware that in a past
15 or 20 years time, the designs that are there can be put inlife | worked as a demographer and | am tertiary qualified to
place. The road can go in, the oval becomes a communityndertake such work. Prior to becoming a member of
oval, the hall becomes a community facility, houses will beParliament | had many clashes with the so-called demograph-
constructed along the extra road that is built, the walls willic experts of the Education Department. In fact, it is fair to
go up inside the school classrooms and we then have a gosdy that the department used people who certainly were not
use for facilities where it has not been possible to use themualified or experienced in that field and were, | would have
in that way before. to say, responsible for an amazing series of blunders that

The other school | mention is the Woodend Primarytranspired for an extended period.
School, which was built by Hickinbotham under this In relation specifically to the two schools, Hallett Cove
Government and is leased back by this Government. Thatast and Woodend, on both occasions | took on the Education
school has also been reverse designed so that, ultimateljepartment over its predictions. The predictions were
when it is no longer required in 15 or 20 years time, theundertaken during the time of the previous Labor
school will probably become a nursing home, with the schoofsovernment, but, in fairness, if those bureaucrats have
offices becoming administration facilities and the classroomgmained on with our Government | do not see that it is
becoming residential space for the occupants of the facilitjpecessarily something over which one can point politically
in its then new role. That school, because it was built undeto a group. Just to make the point, we had people who were
a Liberal Government, met the criteria for which | was not properly undertaking their demographic studies. | was so
ridiculed at that 1989 meeting. The school was built in 12concerned—
weeks. It is one of the finest looking primary schools that | Mr Hanna: They should have built a high school at Trott
have seen, and | would encourage members, if they have tiirRark.
opportunity, to visit the Woodend Primary School, located at The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Well, | will come back to
Sheidow Park, and see for themselves what a fabulous facilithat, Mr Speaker. The member for Mitchell interjects, ‘They
has been designed and built by the private sector in just 1&hould have built a high school at Trott Park, shouldn’t they?’
weeks. I will come back to that: | will not let that point go. The

Again, the success of that facility has been trumpeted bjiember might be interested in what transpires in relation to
parents, teachers and students alike. The morale at both bfRegarding the Woodend Primary School, the Minister at
those school facilities is incredibly high, and parents attributéhe time was the Hon. Susan Lenehan MP, who lost her seat
it not just to the fact of their being new schools but also to thdn 1993 and who expressed the view at a public meeting that
fact that the design makes them such a terrific learningnere would be a group of private consultants who would
environment. Everyone recognises the value in having aHndertake the demographic study. Understandably, at that
ultimate use for schools which we know will be surplus tosStage, Susan Lenehan had recognised the bad demographic
requirements in 15 or 20 years time through the inevitabl&vork of the past and thought she would cover all bases by at
population movements that will occur at that time. least bringing in some experts to put their work above that

Regrettably, the Auditor-General did not necessarily seg"h'Ch the bureaucrgts had done._ o .
those schools in this light, and I refer to a section of his report | Wrote to her asking that specific criteria be putin place.
at page 173, where he advises of his findings in relation t§ d0ing so, | reminded her of the problems of the past. In a
school leases. The only two school lease properties ifgtier {0 her of 25 September 1993 listing the problems, |

existence in this State at this time are those two that | havetated:

just mentioned, and they are both in my electorate. The -the disposal of a primary school site bounded by Zwerner Drive,
Auditor-General says: Ramrod Avenue, Ragamuffin Drive and Olivier Terrace;
- the disposal of a primary school site at the end of Barramundi
In 1995, the department entered into lease arrangements relatimyive;
to two primary schools with the private sector. One arrangement - the eleventh hour prevention through resident action of the sale

related to the sale and lease-back of an existing school— of the site now occupied by the R-10 school;—

that was the Hallett Cove East school— that school is now an R-12—

while the other related to the lease of a privately constructed - the building of the R-10 school as a 1985 State election promise
school— and compromise following the realisation by the Education

Department they had bungled on their demographic figures and
that was the Woodend school— needed both a high school and a primary school for the area;
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- the building of the Hallett Cove East Primary School following ~ That is because the department considered my data instead
2% ke cormimen e en i Ui and e tht | gathred trouh the o, fer o
when | re . jroups such as the Karrara Residents’ Association. They
graphic figures for the Hallett Cove area yet again. undertook a fabulous doorknocking exercise, knocking on
Itis at this juncture that | return to the point made in interjeC-every single door in the suburb. If people were not home they
tion by the member for Mitchell. The former Labor |eft a note and went back later. The people from that
Government had a plan to work on for education in the aregesidents’ organisation got the sort of information that no
that he and | jointly represent. That plan was one of fiveeducation demographer had ever been able to get their hands
feeder primary schools into a high school. The five feedepn before, including details of when people even expected to
primary schools were to be the Sheidow Park Primary Schogitart families. Here we are 10 years after that data was

(which is in my electorate but services some of the constitucollected and it has been demonstrated to be absolutely spot
ents of the member for Mitchell); the new Woodend Primarygn.

School to which | have referred; the Hallett Cove South | put to the Hon. Susan Lenehan that a similar method

School which is in existence; a school which was to be apught be engaged for Woodend. It was not and, as a conse-
Hallett Cove on one of the sites | mentioned that wasjuence, the demographic data has been wrong. Because the
disposed of; and a further school which was to be on the oth@femographic data is wrong, this means that the Auditor-
site and which | mentioned was disposed of. General's report is wrong, because he used flawed
Essentially, the Labor Government foolishly throughinformation. | intend to put that to the Auditor-General in
erroneous demographic data came to the conclusion thatriting and to invite him to look at the enrolment figures and
student population numbers would not be high enough tthe projected enrolment figures for those schools based on
justify five primary schools and a high school, so it floggedmore accurate data, the data that is being collected by this
off one of the primary school sites. Government, to ensure that we do not get these things wrong.
It got better. It was also going to flog off the high school | think it is important that all members of Parliament,
site—the Hallett Cove school site. The member for Mitchellregardless of their political persuasion, and all future
knows that site is full. It was going to flog that off, too. We Education Ministers use the Hallett Cove example as a lesson
stopped them. When | say ‘we’, | mean that the residentéor future Governments that we must not rely on unqualified
action group in which | was involved stopped them frompeople, people without knowledge, to put together figures to

doing that. The records in the Education Department provistify school projects. It is important that the sums be got
that was their intention, and we held the site. right, and too often we have seen knee-jerk reactions.

As a 1985 Labor compromise it tried to bung the primary In order for these schools to be bu!lt, it is very important
school that was needed from a site it sold and a high schodflat schools that are no longer required are sold off. That
onto the one site. The consequence of its doing that is that tfB€ans that some hard decisions have had to be made. | feel
residents of Sheidow Park and Trott Park have been preverg"Y for the small group of students who attend the Croydon
ed from having access to that Hallett Cove school, a higlfimary School, but the pointis that that school had to go—

school, because there is a primary school and high school dIf ifs and no buts: it must be closed.
the site instead of just a high school. | am absolutely disgusted at the way in which the parents

of those children have used them. They were brought into this

Vitchell he high school Shald have been there. then hiE2C€ (00aY in such a way that you, Nir Speaker, had to ask
’ 9 ; or quiet. In my view, seeing parents orchestrate young

constituents would have had a high school to attend. The, . ; ; ; p
- . . children in that way is a disgrace. As a parent, | was disgust-
reason they have not is that his Party, the Labor Party, rehe?1 - S -
. . . - d. | think those parents are abdicating their role as respon-
on bad information, bad demographic data and got its sum ible parents by using their children in that way. If any

wrong as a consequence. o member of the Labor Party had anything whatsoever to do
An honourable member interjecting: with that—and | hope none of them did—they should hang
The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: I will say this for the Hon.  their head in shame for using children in such a despicable

Susan Lenehan. On receiving my letter—and | have had thgay, because what we saw today was totally unforgivable,
opportunity to see the files that she acted upon since—shghd | hope we never see it again.

actually asked the consultants to take my points into account, |n the few minutes that are left to me, | would like to

and they did so to an extent. What they failed to do wasnention some things that are occurring in my electorate. To
analyse further expansion of the area. So the demographi®me members they may seem to be of a minor nature, but
data to which the Auditor-General was referring and whichthey are significant to the local people. After eight years of
was used to determine whether or not the Woodend schogéquesting successive Ministers for approval, for common-
was needed by the Education Department failed to take intense to prevail regarding the planting of trees on arterial
account a subdivision of 1 350 houses. roads, | am delighted to commend the Minister for Transport

I raise this now because | am appalled that the staff in théHon. Diana Laidlaw) in another place for her decision to
Auditor-General's office did not do their homework properly. allow trees to be planted on Brighton Road. | also commend
They did not look to see whether the demographic data wake City of Holdfast Bay for hardly waiting for the ink to be
correct. There is one simple way they could have done thatry before planting those trees on Brighton Road in both your
and that was to ask the question: how are the schoolslectorate, Mr Speaker, and mine. We both know how much
operating now? They would have received the response thitey have beautified Brighton Road—it looks terrific. |
the Hallett Cove East School and the Woodend School are smnnot understand why the Ministers of a Labor Government
full that they have both been zoned so that people outside thhefused to give approval for trees to be planted in this way.
zoned area cannot attend. Yet, we have the Auditor-General The other bouquet that | would like to hand out goes to the
in his report saying that the demographic data showed that treuthors of the report into Adelaide’s coast. Members know
schools could not be justified. that | represent a coastal electorate. | have been frustrated for
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some time because sand replenishment along the coast hexgual gender in this House. We have almost achieved it. |
always been a matter of coast protection without recreationalelcome my female colleagues here, and | am sure they will
activity being taken into account. | commend the authors ofnake a great contribution.
the report for recommending that the recreational use of a | return to the Hon. Mike Rann, the Leader of the Opposi-
beach be considered part of the criteria for sand replenishion. In the election | watched him and admired him for his
ment. | have been arguing that principally for the suburb otenacity and for his unfailing energy; he kept going. During
Hallett Cove. The Hallett Cove beach used to be a sandthe campaign when we felt down or negative, Mike Rann was
beach that was used for recreational purposes. It has a saffvays out there, like a terrier; he never let go. In fact, in the
lifesaving club which in the 1970s prospered. Surf lifesavindast week when he took part in the debate, he spearheaded the
carnivals were held on that beach. turn-around for us that came so quickly in those last few
Today, it is a rock shelf with a little bit of sand that has days. When we look back and think about why there was such
been placed on it over the past three years because of arturn-around to Labor, we must think very carefully and
agreement that this Government reached with the Poreflect that what the electorate really wanted was hope and
Stanvac refinery to pump sand from the southern side to thésion, and it wanted to hear positive things for the future.
northern side of the jetty. That has helped, but we need santhat is what they got from us, and from Mike Rann. Sadly for
replenishment at Hallett Cove. | commend the authors of ththem, the Government completely stuffed it up.
report for flagging Hallett Cove specifically as an opportunity When they had it all running for them with the great
for recreational sand replenishment. | look forward to seeingictory of the Crows, they completely stuffed it up. They lost
in the future the new Minister for Environment and Heritagefocus and could not pull themselves around, and they could
act decisively on those recommendations and to seeing sandt present to the electorate something that the electorate
replenishment occur at that location so that the residents camould grab and go for. That was the cause of the loss of 11
once again enjoy the beach as it was. seats in this House. The issues of jobs and jobs security, of
The Hallett Cove Surf Life Saving Club is certainly health and education—the basic services that we all require—
looking forward to seeing sand replenishment occur so thatre what the electorate wanted to hear about. It wanted to hear
it can get back to what it used to be, and so that many nipperbout those things within the framework of a future for our
can be involved in that organisation and able to competS&tate. In its continued opposition to privatisation in all its
strongly and successfully in surf life saving competitions. forms—the water contract, our health system, the EDS
| enjoy representing my electorate. | am delighted to haveontract, prisons—the electorate cast its vote and showed the
the opportunity to represent it for another four years and, liké&sovernment that it was on the wrong track.
most members, | am sure, | look forward to representing my | must admit, however, that we were also helped by the
electorate over the next four years. | am eagerly looking-ederal Liberal Party. The debacle that we have seen over the
forward to the cut and thrust of this Chamber in 1998. Maypast year or so from John Howard’s Government in aged
| say, Sir, | hope it is a little more vigorous than we have seeare, child-care, higher education funding and in its ineptness
over the past six days, because Question Time has been i@nbeing able to take over the job and lead the country also
absolute breeze. went in our favour. We went to the election with a good
selection of policies. Much work went into those policies, and
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Mr Speaker, | begin by we know that we will need to do this again, but we are ready
congratulating you on your appointment and wishing youo do that. We will continue to listen to the electorate, to seek
well in the job. | must say that returning to the Parliamentadvice and to come up again with a set of policies that we
after this election has been very pleasurable, given thbelieve the electorate will approve of and, hopefully, it will
number of members on our side of the House. Asking/ote to put us into government to start doing some of those
questions in Question Time is much easier without the bevyhings.
of Government members on our left screaming in our ears. We cannot afford to rest on our laurels. We know, as
The Hon. W.A. Matthew: You loved it! members opposite have been trying to interject, that our
Ms STEVENS: | am not sure; it made things interesting, primary vote is still lower than it should be for us to assume
but it is more interesting now. | congratulate and welcomegovernment. We have seen those results: we are analysing
our new members, the members for Giles, Norwood, Kaurnahem, and we know that to assume government we will need
Elder, Playford, Peake, Wright, Mitchell, Lee, Hanson ando raise that primary vote. That will be a priority for us, and
Florey. Welcome to our team. We are really pleased with theve will all do it.
extent of talent that we have, and we believe that we are now In terms of my own electorate, | am obviously very
an alternative Government and will be a real fighting forcepleased to now be on a margin of 14.4 from a margin of 2.8.
for South Australia over the next four years and into the newit is a good feeling to be back in three figures, rather than
century. | also congratulate my previous colleagues—thosevo. Even though there will be a redistribution, | will be
who are still here—because, when we look back over the pastorking as hard as | ever have before.
four years, it was tough going with only 11 members, and | When you go to the declaration of a poll and see the
think we did a great job in this House. In welcoming the newpeople there, have the votes and the results read out, it is a
members | also welcome the Hon. Carmel Zollo in the othehumbling experience as well as a positive one if you have
place. won. You realise that you are there to represent your
Another very obvious thing about the Labor side of theelectorate and to work hard for the people who put their faith
House is that there are 10 women members. That is quite an you, and that is a considerable responsibility. | will be
achievement; in fact, it is the best gender balance in antaking it very seriously again for my people in the electorate
House of Parliament in Australia. | think the Australian Laborof Elizabeth. Those primary issues of jobs and job security,
Party can take a great pat on the back for that and in particiccess to services and hope for the future are critical for my
lar our Leader, Mike Rann, can take a great pat on the badklectorate. We have a considerable unemployment rate in
for that, because he has tirelessly supported and championEtizabeth, so we need business to go well.
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We need growth to occur in this State; we need business994-95. It then increased again to $573 million in the next
to come here so that jobs can be made available. We haveyaar; it increased again to $590 million in 1996-97 and,
strong community. We have a strong and vibrant new locafurther, to $597 million in 1997-98. In four vyears,
government entity, the Playford City Council, working very Commonwealth funding increased by a cumulative total of
hard towards this end. We have organisations such as tl$254 million in cash terms and $121 million in real terms
Northern Adelaide Development Board, and we have manwgfter allowing for inflation.
people in our community who want to get together to go  These figures show that during the period when the
forward. | will certainly get behind them and work with Minister was Premier of this State his Government made
anyone to try to make those things a reality. cumulative cuts of $234 million from health in real terms,

I now refer to a few matters in relation to the shadowwhile the Commonwealth Government increased support by
portfolios | have again been assigned. | was pleased to keecumulative total of $121 million. | trust that the Minister
offered the same portfolios | had over the past four yearsiill now acknowledge that his statement on radio on
because they are complex and took a long time to begin t¢ November 1997 was incorrect. | trust that he will acknow-
understand, and | do not profess to have as full an undetedge that, and | shall wait for that to be said in the House.
standing as | would like. It is a honour to take them on again. |t js very interesting that the former Premier, who is
I put on the record some concerns | have in relation t@bviously hoping that he will again be Premier, has been put
statements that the Minister for Human Services has madg a portfolio such as human services. Obviously, he is out to
first, on the radio in terms of health funding, and, secondlymake a name for himself and to reposition the Government
in this place last week about the funding of public hospitalsin the minds of the electorate so that, according to his
I will spend 10 minutes or so going through the statementstrategy, he can hoodwink the electorate into thinking that,
he made and putting another viewpoint for members tonstead of making all those cuts over those four years, the
consider, because at this very early stage in a newGovernment increased spending.

Government we need to get the benchmarks quite clear.  He thinks that if he stands up here or speaks over the radio

On 4 November the Minister for Human Services (Hon.|oudly and stridently he can rewrite history. Well, he cannot.
Dean Brown) claimed on a radio interview with Murray we have been out in our electorates and we all know what
Nicoll on 5AN that the Liberal Government had increasedhas happened in the health system over the last four years.
spending on health over the past four years. | have a copy §fie know that over 1 000 nursing jobs have gone; we know

the transcript and quote the Minister as follows: that there have been beds and ward closures; we know that
... with increased funding, even in real terms, for health care irour hospitals are dirty; and we know that community services
this State over the last four years. have been closed down. Who is he trying to kid?

What a preposterous statement. | was listening to that radio | find it quite amazing that he can say this on radio and
program as | was driving home and a statement like that wathink that people will take him seriously. He does not learn,
nearly enough to make me drive me off the side of the roadhough, because on 4 December last week he made the
What a preposterous statement: that over the past four yedlowing statement to the House on hospital funding:

this State Liberal Government had increased spending to _ during the election campaign the Labor Party tried to create
health in real terms. Anyone with any recollection of thethe impression that this Liberal Government had cut funds to public
Government’s own budget papers, media releases ad@spitalsin South Australia. The facts show that in this financial year

; ; ; o 997-98) we are putting in an extra $77 million compared with the
statements in this House by the previous Minister knows th#1993-94 budget. That $77 million is a real increase over and above

this is simply not true. . . inflation and highlights to the Federal Government in the same
In the first four budgets the previous State Liberalperiod its increase in funding has been only $13 million.

Government cut spending on health in real terms. In 1994-950 \yent hack and trawled through the Estimates of Receipts,
the cut, compared with the 1993-94 Labor budget, wagne pydget papers, for the past four years. In terms of
$45.5 million. In 1995-96 the cut was $77.9 million, in qnsidering funding to hospitals, we put together the figures
1996-97 the cut was $86 million and in 1997-98 it wasg,r hogpital resourcing and hospital support resourcing.
$24 million. Over four years the cumulative cuts totalled e "¢ nq o different picture. Taking into account
$234 million in real terms. These cuts were in line with ManY;hfiation, we found that in real terms the cuts to our hospitals

of the previous Minister’s statements to the House. | will givecompared with 1993-94 (which is what he was comparing it
one as an example, but there were many. On 29 June 19950\ o e as follows: in 1994-95, a cut of $20 million; in

the budget Estimates Committee the previous Minister fo&995_96, a cut of $52 million: in 1996-97, a cut of $7 million:

Health stated: and, in 1997-98, there was an increase but it was not
When we were here last | set out the budget strategy for thg77 million but $19 million. If you put all that together, the

health system over the ensuing three years. The health sector h : . s
been asked to achieve savings of $63.5 million per annum by the e| ture looks a little different from what the Minister was

of that period . . All agencies have been asked to achieve additiona$aying. Over the four years, the cumulative cuts make a total
savings in 1995-96 for health. This has meant an additionabf $60 million compared with the funding for our hospitals
$6.5 million savings requirement for a total of $70 million. in 1993-94.

The present Minister will be well aware of these cuts, forat  Of course, when | say that, members who have been out
that time he was the Premier. If he wishes to refresh hign the communities with their constituents would already
memory | refer him to theHansard of 29 June 1995, know that from what they have heard. We know about the
page 256. During that same period, that is the four years frolueen Elizabeth Hospital. We know about other hospitals.
1994-95 to 1997-98, the Commonwealth contribution toThe member for Gordon mentioned the Mount Gambier
South Australia’s health budget, excluding additional fundingHospital, but the story has been the same across the whole
for the transfer of Daws Road Hospital, as detailed inState. It is quite amazing that the Minister for Human
Financial Paper No. 2, Estimates of Receipts and PaymentSgervices would come into this House to try to claim other-
increased from $511 million in 1993-94 to $539 million in wise.
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In terms of other issues, certainly for my own electoratejn Australia. That is a good thing. In the United States of
| believe that education funding, funding for people with America, you cannot run for President unless you were born
disabilities and funding for community services from Family there. You only have to ask the famous comedian Bob Hope
and Community Services (the new Human Services Departe realise that that is a fact. Bob Hope was prevented from
ment) will be critical. All members would know that our running for office in the United States because he was born
communities need this vital resourcing and | am hoping thain England. There are no such restrictions in Australia, and
this Government—and perhaps it requires a hefty kick fronthat is not always appreciated.
the electorate—uwill finally realise that you actually must take
a balanced approach—that you must have economic a
social priorities that are balanced. | hold out that hope andrEde
assure all members that | will be fighting for this over the
next four years.

However, when we look at the standing of politicians in
neral, we see that it is a sad state of affairs that we are not
eld in very high regard, and | do not think things have
improved in the past four years. We only have to look at
newspaper headlines to realise that the community does not

. . . think very highly of us. That is sad because, if the community
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): - I support the motion for adoption does not think of us highly, our ability to deliver is dimin-

of the Address in Reply to His Excellency the GOVernorS'shed. Getting things done requires a partnership of trust

speech. | would like to acknowledge the appointment of Si etween the general community and members of Government

Eric Neal. His appointment has been great for Sout and the Opposition—representatives in general. That is a sad
Australia, especially as it involves the promotion of a South PP epre: ng :
se. | refer to an article in th&dvertiserof 6 December

Australian from the business area. He has been involved nGft e . e
only in business areas but also in social areas. His commer}lfgder the heading '$624 314 bill to keep Mr Keating'. These

on multiculturalism have been greatly welcomed. | wasYPES. of headlines, which refer to the remuneration of
fortunate to be at a multicultural community function at politicians and ex-politicians, do not do the cause of democra-

which he was a guest speaker, and | know how much hiSy any good. That diminishes our ability to get things done.

comments were appreciated, especially having regard to the As to the overall indicators of how South Australia has
recent concerns expressed in our community. been going in the past four years, if we are honest with
| also congratulate the Speaker on his election to this highurselves, we must say that things have improved and |
office. He has demonstrated—and it is very much appreciachallenge members opposite, if they think about it, to
ed—that he is a fair Speaker, and | look forward to servingcomment on whether or not things have improved. They have
in this House under his Speakership over the next four yearnproved. There is no doubt that things could have been done
It is also appropriate to recognise the contribution of thepetter or that there is still room for improvement. | am
former Speaker, the member for Stuart, over the past foutoncerned about the level of unemployment, just as any
years. It has been a very difficult time in which we weremember opposite would be; | am concerned about the level
trying to get the economy back on track. Obviously, hisof youth unemployment, just as any member opposite would
leadership in that area has been very much appreciated. be. | have three children and | am concerned about their
I would also like to congratulate the new members on theiemployment opportunities, just as any parent would be.
election to this place, and | include the two IndependenibNevertheless, if we look at the situation objectively and look
members and the one National Party member. Itis also gocd where we were, where we are now and what foundations
to see the number of women elected to this place. | congratipave been laid for the future, I believe no-one would doubt
late the Opposition on sticking to its promise to get morethat we are on the track and heading in the right direction.
women into this Chamber. | remember that, when I gave my  Trye, general unemployment is still high, but let us look
maiden speech, the only woman member in this place—priogt the indicator of youth unemployment coming down to
to the member for Elizabeth's coming to this place in a by-pg per cent. True, it is still too high but nevertheless the
election—was the now Deputy Leader of the Opposition; shgygicator shows that we are going in the right direction. As
was the only woman on the Labor side. You have come & an overview of the economy, itis particularly positive and
long way, and | congratulate you. , suggests that South Australia has finally been able to shrug
| would also like to welcome members from diverse offin a sustainable way the legacy of the State Bank bail-out
backgrounds, such as the members for Peake and Norwoggq the early 1990s recession. In quick succession we saw the
and, in the other place, the Hon. Carmel Zollo, who happengoyth Australian Centre for Economic Studies last briefing,
to come from the same background as |. Itis always good tBank SA Trendand theYellow Pages Small Business Survey
see that the Parliament is growing in diversity and is repreg| painting the most optimistic pictures of likely economic
senting the true composition of the general community. Thagmployment growth trends for South Australia over the next

has to be a good thing. If those who have doubts abouts o 18 months. They have been credible sources for a
multiculturalism were to come to this place, they would segyymper of years.

that it is alive and well and making great contributions to the
community.
I will refer back to my maiden speech, because it is alway

important to reflect on what has happened in the past fod A . . h
years. | have the same enthusiasm for being a member estment in the Riverland olive plantations and develop-

Parliament now as | did then. | believe that it is an honoufm€nt I the |nf.ormat|on technology industry. Th”?gs are
and a privilege to serve the community at this level. As | said"0Ving. There is no doubt that we have to be cautious and
then, it is an even greater honour and a privilege for someorfgSure that those improvements are sustained, but no-one can
who was not born in this place, and it tells much about th oubt that the situation is improving. | refer to thdvertiser

type of democracy we have in Australia. At the function tol€@dline of 8 December, which states:

which | have referred, his Excellency Sir Eric Neal com-  six thousand six hundred jobs for South Australians only. Roxby
mented that no citizen is precluded from holding any positiorexpansion all clear. Local workers to get preference.

Members can look at how well the wine industry is
geveloping, how Mitsubishi and General Motors are succeed-
pg and how our exports have increased. We can look at
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Getting headlines like that is really telling us somethingeast Road opposite the North Eastern Community Hospital.
because we did not get that in the past. Again in thd have seen the benefits of grants to local sporting bodies and
Advertiseron the same day we saw this: to the elderly, and these are all important.

Hard hit towns to get boost. Depressed regions of South Work has been done on the environment, and the local
Australia, such as the Iron Triangle towns of Port Augusta, Port Piriforrens Catchment Board has done a lot of good work. The
and Whyalla stand to benefit under today’s long awaited Federglinear Park has also been improved. | will refer again to a
Government industry statement. couple of articles from this monthRillboard, which is the

Things are improving under the partnership between the Statgcal paper. One article was headed, ‘Students focus on
and Federal Governments. | refer to the railway link toenvironment’, and it stated:

Darwin and the, security of the tariff debate be[ng §ettled N Local primary school students were recently provided with an
favour of ensuring a future for our manufacturing |ndustry.insigh_t into how to help keep Adelaide’s waterways free from
These are all positive signals that South Australia is again opollution. Matthew Harding, project officer with the Eastern
the move. This is all summed up in tAelvertisereditorial ~ Metropolitan Stormwater Protection Project, spoke with year 5 and 6
of 5 December, which states: students at East Marden Primary School.

A portrait of a State on the move. Rather surprisingly, this seem&'S & result, linvited Matthew Harding to come to the school,
to be good news week in South Australia. The Australian Bureau ofnd we visited industrial areas in the Glynde area to examine

Statistics reports strong growth for the Australian economy overaliways of ensuring that our waterways are protected. That is the
3.6 per cent for the year to September. Even as these figures weighe of education needed in order to start at the local level.

being digested, the South Australian Centre for Economic Studie, ; ; ;
projected job growth for the State of 1.1 per cent a year until 2010 refer to the improved bus services for the elderly in my area.

This would mean a net growth of more than 100 000 jobs. The studfdain, quoting from an article in thiillboard:
was commissioned by the SA Great organisation, a body dedicated |mproved local bus services. The north eastern suburbs of

to looking on the bright side of things. o Adelaide will be better served by public transport following recent
It should be emphasised, however, that the centre is independestate Government initiatives.

and without bias. Indeed, the organiser, Professor Cliff Walsh, h?‘a . .

never been afraid to present projections which justify the definitiorf*dain, that was a result of the elderly coming to me and my

of economics as the dismal science. This makes all the morgnaking representations on their behalf. | am pleased to say
encouraging the kind of job creation which it has predicted. that the Minister for Transport in another place has listened,
The facts show that we are heading in the right directionand the elderly are provided with these services at weekends.
Projects such as the Holdfast Bay development will providé believe that we should do much more for the elderly. I will
jobs for our children, and it will put South Australia back on certainly voice their concerns to make sure they are well
the map. That is what we need. represented. The member for Lee asked if | would refer to the
Mr Wright interjecting: recent election, and | have much pleasure in doing so.
Mr SCALZI: |am glad that the member for Lee agrees ~ Mr Wright interjecting:
with me, because what we need is a bipartisan approach to the Mr SCALZI:  The October election must be a learning
development of South Australia. | can see that there are a I6xperience for the major Parties as well as the Democrats.
of fair minded members on the other side and | trust that they he ALP did not win 13 seats, nor did it win 10: it won but
will not halt progress too much. | turn now to some of thethree or four seats. If we look at the election result objective-
developments in my electorate of Hartley. ly, we recognise that the Government lost six or seven seats
Mr Wright: Tell us about your campaign. in December 1993 to the actual political cycle. Anyone who
Mr SCALZI: | will tell the member for Lee about my understands politics—
campaign later. | am not frightened to tell him about it ~Mr Wright interjecting:
because we can all learn from campaigns. In what way has The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): Order!
my electorate benefited under this Government? Indeed, the member for Hartley will be heard in silence.
has been an honour and a privilege to serve the electorate of Mr SCALZI: —would realise that the number of seats
Hartley, particularly as it is an area in which | was broughtwon by the Government was unprecedented. A result
up. | went to the local schools, | taught at Marden Highinvolving a total of 37 seats before the member for Torrens
School when it was a secondary school, and | was coach @fas elected in a by-election would never repeat itself. That
the soccer team there for seven years. It is a great honour i a fact, and the primary votes of the Labor Party and the
serve a community with which one has had such a lond-iberal Party show that that is the case.
association. Mr Wright: What is 21 take 117?
I have been pleased to see an increase in education Mr SCALZI: The ALP’s vote is the second lowest in 50
spending. In the last four years, East Marden Primary Schooyears.
Hectorville Primary School and Newton Primary School have Mr Wright: What is 21 take 11?
been improved. | have seen first hand the maintenance and Mr SCALZI: The Democrat vote did increase from 17 to
the capital works that have taken place at those schools. TH® per cent in Hartley. However, one must not be too quick
parents have spoken to me about their appreciation th&w congratulate them. We all know that people voted for the
something has been done to those schools, because they wBmocrats because they did not quite trust the major Parties.
neglected for many years. Improvements have taken place ket us face that fact. Once they realised—
the Norwood Morialta senior campus and at the middle Mr Wright interjecting:
school, and the work is continuing. The education of our The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Wright was
children has not been neglected, particularly in the area thaeard in silence during his debate. | would ask that he allow
| represent. the member for Hartley the same courtesy.
| was fortunate to be involved with maintaining the Geoff ~Mr SCALZI: The Democrats were really giving their
Heath golf course, the installation of traffic lights at preferences tothe Labor Party. They were basically a Trojan
Hectorville, the proposed pedestrian crossing on Paynehahorse. History will not repeat that mistake. There are three
Road, and the walk-through for the elderly on Lower Northmembers on the conservative side who are not members of
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the Liberal Party, and that tells us that maybe we have tof the politics involved, because democratic principles are
listen more. With respect to the rural areas, it shows therenore important. | do not believe that the elderly should be
were problems in the perception of the Government. Theraidsed as political fodder. There should be clear parameters
fore, the people in those areas voted for those candidates, abdtween State and Federal issues. If we are to survive as a
I congratulate the members for MacKillop, Gordon andFederation, blurring of those issues for short-term political
Chaffey, because they have shown already that their maigain is something that we should stop.
concern is about the betterment of this State and that they will Travelling is important for members of Parliament. It
vote according to their conscience for what is better for Soutlshould not be used as a short-term political weapon in the
Australia. Remember, the ALP had the second lowest votdying days of a campaign. Only this week | was fortunate to
in 50 years. host a delegation from Shandong and Yantai. | represented
I will now refer to the campaign in Hartley, something the the Premier in those places last year. The material that was
member for Lee is waiting for. This is the third time | have distributed during the dying days did not show that I repre-
stood as a candidate for the seat of Hartley. In 1989, | stoogented the Premier at the nursing college in Yantai; it did not
against Terry Groom, the then Labor member, who yowshow that | was responsible for a university agreement in
would all agree was a formidable opponent with a 12.6 peNaples: it implied that | went back to the old country, and |

cent margin. think that is deceitful.
As members opposite would be aware, the seat of Hartley
was previously held by Des Corcoran, one of their great [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]

Premiers. In that election the vote shifted 8.2 per cent. |
congratulate Terry Groom because, after a week or so, we Mr SCALZI: As | was saying, one must be very careful
met at his place. We had a pizza and a beer and congratulatébout using travel as a political weapon in the last few days
each other on our efforts—a gentleman. | know that member@f the election campaign. Will all the members opposite sign
opposite do not all agree that Terry Groom was a gentlemard, statutory declaration that they will not travel during the next
but | found him to be so. Equally, in 1993 | contested thefour years? Sign it now! And members who are not living in
election against David Bamford, another formidable oppotheir electorate, be very careful. Your Leader does not live in
nent, and was fortunate enough to be the winner. Bamforbiis electorate, and I live just outside mine. However, | am
and | met at the Glynde Hotel, sat down and had a beer. committed to my electorate; | was brought up in the area. Do
| am still waiting to have a beer with the last Labor members opposite expect me to sell my house—and | have
candidate for Hartley. The 1997 election was quite differentthree children—and move across a kilometre, so that | will
| believe that the election campaign in the seat of Hartley wag0 longer be subject to the type of campaign tactics in which
not the campaign that it should have been, and that is the catiie Labor Party engages?
in many other seats. | talked earlier about the standing of Members opposite should remember that their primary

politicians— vote was the second lowest in 50 years. If the member for
Mr Foley interjecting: Hart thinks that, because there has been a swing, | will keep
Mr SCALZI: | will talk and talk, as long as it is for the quiet for the next four years, he has another think coming. |

betterment of this State. will voice the concerns of my electorate and work to the best
Members interjecting: of my ability, because the reality is that members opposite

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Hartley will  should not gloat. The community has sent us a message: we
resume his seat. It is my duty, as Acting Speaker, to ensumgust listen. There are lessons that we on this side of the
that members are given a fair go. | know that the member foHouse have to learn, and we will do so. | know there are
Hart is a seasoned member of this House and that he undéessons that I, as the member for Hartley, must learn, and |
stands the rules; | ask that he give the member for Hartley will learn those lessons. | will listen, I will continue to make
fair go and listen to him in silence. myself available and | will voice the concerns of my elector-

Mr SCALZI: Thank you for your protection, Mr Acting ate.

Speaker. The election campaign was quite interesting. As | Members opposite should remember that, if they had won,
mentioned earlier, our standing as politicians is not very highthey would have won on democratic preference barouches.

Mr Foley interjecting: The Democrats would have taken them across, and no-one

Mr SCALZI: |do not mind looking up to people as long else—it would not have been due to their efforts. So, they
as | have their respect. My father was prone to be a Laboshould not harp on the fact that they have won 10 seats, and
supporter. | am proud to say that in this House, because nso on.
father had ideals. However, | cannot condone candidates who As | said, such was the political cycle, and | look forward
stand for a Party but do not show it on their election materialto serving my electorate and to working in a constructive way
| believe that that is deceiving the public. | have seen politicalvith all the members in this House so that we move towards
brochures in Hartley and other areas that do not make cledine twenty-first century and celebrate Federation in a way of
the Party which the person represents, and | think that ihich we can all be proud as Australians. That is what it is
deceiving the public. At election time a person should clearhyall about. We are a great country. Unfortunately, we are not
show their Party affiliation. The Electoral Act states thatthought of very highly, and we have a lot of work to do,
candidates cannot display two posters side by side, yathether we be Labor, Liberal, Democrats or Independents.
brochures can be distributed which attack candidates bdthe community expects more from us.
which do not show Party affiliation, and | think that is ~ Members interjecting:
deceitful. The SPEAKER: Order!

If businesses were to sell their goods or services and not
clearly identify their product name or their business, we Mrs HALL (Coles): Mr Speaker, in my contribution to
would be after them, yet during an election campaign wehe Address in Reply debate, | congratulate you on your
allow it. | believe that aspect should be looked at, regardlesslection to your high office and look forward to working with
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you over the next four years. | also extend my congratulations Clearly before this confirmation it is not my role to
to all new members in this Chamber—although, | must sayforecast Government initiatives. However, there are certain
I wish | was not having to say good-bye to so many of myparameters that impact on employment in this State that are
former colleagues. peculiar to South Australia. During the all too long years of
I would like to express my appreciation to the public of Labor Governments throughout the 1970s and the 1980s a
South Australia for once again, for the third successivdarge number of our enterprises were taken over by national
election, providing a majority of two-Party preferred votesor interstate companies and their head offices and boards
to the Liberal Party. Such a clear choice by individual Soutrshifted to the Eastern States. It was not just the physical
Australians is an endorsement of our policy direction and &moval of head offices that diminished our prospects: it was
challenge for us to maintain their confidence into the nexthe shift of policy making and investment priorities that
century. unguestionably diminished our prospects.
The corollary of this is the sombre fact for Labor thatfor ~ Labor seems to care little about the consequence—so little
a considerable number of years now it has been a provéhat history shows that its members did their damnedest to
minority Party. Our Liberal results over the years tell thescuttle the great Roxby mine at Olympic Dam, regardless of
story: in 1989 the Liberal Party got 52 per cent of the two-the outcome for South Australian employment.
Party preferred vote; in 1993, 60 per cent; and in 1997Unfortunately, the flight of management to the East was
51.5 per cent. | have no doubt that this continuing failure bydwarfed by a far more malevolent influence: the staggering
the Labor Party will cause a great deal of disappointment angrowth of the State debt. Clearly, the South Australian
frustration at facing four more years in Opposition. community recognises that Labor is responsible for the more
| particularly thank the electors of Coles for returning methan $7.4 billion debt that we carry and the more than
to the House of Assembly. Our Liberal majority of just over $2 million that it costs us every day just to pay the interest
3000 is a figure that | will be happy to repeat or possiblybill. That is why Labor sits opposite again, this time into the
better in the early years of the next century. The overalhext century, the twenty-first century, contemplating its
election results were by any measure a normalisation of theontinuing and, | contend, rightful place in the South
Liberal vote, coming off the top of about 60 per cent in 1993 Australian political scene: on the Opposition benches.
However, as inevitable as some losses had to be they do Particularly regarding the Leader of the Opposition and
not mask the dismay and sadness at losing colleagues. | thaather members of the Labor Party, | find it fascinating to
those who have not returned for their friendship and theiwatch their antics as they try to shed their past, like a snake
work for our State and their electorates over the past fouthat sheds its skin in the spring. ‘Let us understand’, they say,
years. They served their electorates well and | hope that theiit’s all in the past, and we must put all this behind us'—the
Labor replacements will be measured by those standardsawey in which Labor opposed Roxby Downs and created
the next election. Adelaide’s traffic problems by abandoning the remedies
Unfortunately, some aspects of the Labor campaigontainedin _the metropolitan transport plan? Labor lost our
descended to an appalling and shameful level. The Leader State Bank in Australia’s largest financial crash. “Those
the Opposition went about his personal, public campaign, oilings and all the others are behind us’, they say—We would
the one hand preaching inclusiveness and cooperationever do it again.” Well, would they not, Mr Speaker?
bipartisan support and the like, whilst on the other hand Right now, in December 1997 just after the innuendo and
approving the most despicable campaign activities at thies of the last election campaign, the Leader of the Opposi-
grassroots in a number of individual electorates. The lies antion and his Party are again playing games with the boat
defamation by the political opponents of the Liberal Party inharbor development at West Beach and putting at risk this
Florey in particular reduced the electioneering to the lowesmulti-million dollar development plan at Holdfast Shores. It
level | have ever seen in any State election. seems that nothing has changed for Labor: it is the old ‘bare
And | refer also to the travel rorts issue. How Labor Knuckle politics first, State second’ attitude that has done so
distorted and lied about the travel of Liberal MPs, to such gnuch damage to this State over the past two decades.
degree and consistency that there can be no other conclusion Should we swallow the Labor story and forget? At South
but that Labor wants to end parliamentary travel allowancesAustralia’s peril, | suggest. Labor has not forgotten, and it
It may be said that Labor’s virulence about travel was theoperates in the same way as it always has. If there is a vote
reason why some of its members won their seats. It is pretti it, it will jump on the bandwagon, chuck out the project,
obvious that having defeated Liberals by criticising, byand then to hell with the living standards that it supposedly
innuendo and smear their legitimate travel activities Laborepresents. | do not look forward to more of the old Labor
members will not use their allowances in the future. If theymachine or the new dominant group called ‘the machine’,
do, it would represent an astonishing hypocrisy, and at thevhich seems to be enjoying some power at the moment, but
next election we will assuredly have to return the favour and do look forward to the new accountability under which it
let their electors know about their activities. One could saywill be exposed for all South Australians.
that it would be a good example of ‘the biter bit’. As you know, Mr Speaker, employment is a priority
For every member of this House, | believe that employ-agenda item for this Government. The jobs task force set up
ment should be a priority issue, and as Australia becomdsy the Premier immediately after the election is confirmation
more deeply enmeshed in the global economy and as thaf that priority. It is important though for both Government
effects of international competition wash continually over ourand the private sector to look at ways of preserving youth
industry and commerce, it is the top priority of nearly everymorale and optimism and, importantly, the working culture
South Australian home. For me it is a prospective chalof our future. With many interests parallel to employment, by
lenge—prospective in the sense that with the ministeriatiefinition, youth affairs represents the transition of our young
restructure as announced by the Premier | will carry thgeople through its many and varied activities and training into
employment and youth portfolio for our Government. wide fields of responsibility.
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Young people between the ages of 12 and 25 represent The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is a great Liberal initiative.
approximately 19 per cent of this State’s population. In  Mrs HALL: Absolutely. The project was approved by the
the 1996 census, the number of young people in that grouponkin Liberal Government in December 1981, and construc-
was 277 251, out of a total population of just over 1.4 million.tion commenced in early 1982. Essentially, the river park
This Government has endorsed a youth consultation angrovides not only a continuous and well used recreational link
participation approach in an innovative and two-prongedrom the Hills to the coast but also spectacular landscaping
approach to address the needs of young people. We needdnd nine walking and cycling trails. It features innovative,
listen to them, to learn from them, and to respond to them—ow-cost flood measures, aimed at protecting the surrounding
and this Government will. environs from the one in 200 year flood that we know will

The Government will ensure that it responds positivelycome one day. The project has been supported by successive
and enthusiastically to the needs of our young peopleState Governments and local government. Federal money has
including early intervention and prevention strategies. It habeen allocated, and SA Water has acted as its project
already made a strong commitment to acknowledge anthanager. | pay tribute to the Campbelltown council for the
celebrate the positive contributions of young Southongoing active and enthusiastic support it has given to this
Australians to let them know of their value to our State. Theproject over all those years.
strong Government focus on youth celebration is reflected in  One of the many information sheets on the river park lists
initiatives such as the Youth Media Awards, the Youth Musicthe removal of noxious weeds and pest plants, earth works
Awards, Youth Leadership Grants, the Youth Grantswhich have increased channel capacity and assisted drainage,
Directory and the Youth Parliament, which are all positiveconstruction of access roads, paths and trails, the planting of
ways in which the community can recognise and acknowmore than 300 000 species and the creation of many habitat
ledge the achievements of young South Australians. areas. The Torrens Linear Park was officially opened in

I look forward to developing these strategies and wideningseptember this year by the Premier, and itis a matter of great
the debate within our community, centred on the pro{ride to me to be a member of the Government that com-
development decisions and the ongoing reform agenda of opteted this outstanding $34 million project. To be managed
Government. Young people are our bond with the future, an8ly the Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal
I hope they will not get sucked into the negativity that seemd\ffairs, this very special project has just won the top prize at
to prevail too often, particularly in this State. Young peoplethe 1997 Civic Trust awards—the lan Macdonald award for
need to develop a sense of their own worth, optimism antindscaping and streetscaping. It has been praised as a
confidence so they can be part of this State’'s future. Inatural riverine character from what was a degraded river
encourage them to adopt the attitude of successful argystem’ and is now recognised as ‘one of Adelaide’s best
achieving people. This State needs to develop this sense k#pt and most picturesque secrets and a wonderful asset for
optimism—how dearly we need to develop it. Adelaide’s metropolitan area’, as quoted in the local paper

| refer now to South Australia’s latest report from SA last week.

Great, entitled ‘SA—Employment Outlook to the Year 2010°.  As many members have heard from me before, | am
The report indicates that South Australia has been able imensely proud of the cultural diversity within my elector-
shrug off the disaster of the State Bank and the recession afe of Coles, with a statistical breakdown showing that the
the early 1990s, but states: electorate has a higher percentage than the South Australian

In quick succession the Centre for Economic Studies Novemb verage and the Australian average of ‘language spoken at

1997 economic briefing report, BankSAs Trends publication andiome’ in Greek, Italian, Chinese and German. The biggest
the latest Yellow Pages Australia Small Business Index all indicatgercentage of people from a non-English speaking back-

the most optimistic pictures of likely economic and employmentground are those with an Italian heritage, numbering more
growth trends for South Australia over the next 12 to 18 months. than 30 per cent of the electorate of Coles. That is more than
In the past few days we have seen the ANZ job figureg 000 people.
indicate ‘the strongest trend level of job advertisements in  Religious festivals, in particular, play a most important
South Australia since August 1990'. role in the lives of this community. There are many festivals
Our future employment depends on building on ourcelebrated at the St Francis of Assisi church in Newton, with
successes and achievements over the past four years. Let ta@ of the most significant in the past two months being the
remind members of the following projects: Olympic Dam andFesta of Montevergine and the Festa of the Madonna
Roxby Downs mine, the Southern Expressway, the extensiatell’Arco. In fact, the Festa of Montevergine has the distinct
of the Adelaide Airport runway to assist our exports, thehonour of being the largest religious festival of its type in
Mount Barker freeway, the expansion of British AerospaceAustralia. The role of festas is growing stronger as Italian
new high technology industries such as Motorola and Visiomigrants try to maintain their traditions and their culture, to
Systems, the magnificent sporting facilities at Mile End forensure that it is passed on to future generations. The import-
netball and athletics, and the Hindmarsh soccer stadium. Trance that they play is evidenced by the number of people who
Olympic Dam project alone is estimated to attract aroundattend.
1 200 jobs, with about 5 500 in the wider community. That The Festa of Montevergine, | am proud to say, can now
is the type of project that ought to be welcomed and celebrafall into the category of a major event, as it attracts devotees
ed, not condemned. and brings together thousands of people from across
I turn now specifically to my electorate of Coles and in Australia. This year the thousands of people who participated
particular three events of significance over the past couple af the three kilometre-long procession were joined by more
months. The firstis a project of unique importance within thehan 3 000 people who travelled from Victoria, Mount
electorate and indeed this State, that is, the magnificent ar@@ambier, Canberra, Western Australia and, for the first time,
now award winning Torrens Linear Park. The impressivebusloads from New South Wales, totalling more than 13 000
river park is Australia’s largest river park, extending morepeople who participated this time. It was the forty-second
than 30 kilometres from the Hills to the coast. anniversary of the feast, usually held on the last Sunday of
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September. This festa was started by devoted parishionesampaign under great personal difficulties. | pay a tribute to
predominantly from the Campania region, with the assistancay personal assistant, Angela Forgioni, for her untiring
of the Capuchin Friars of Newton. From those early days, theupport over the past few weeks in particular. | look forward
Festa of Montevergine has grown, as | said before, into theo working with the new members in the House. | support the
largest religious festival in Australia. Address in Reply.

The other Festa, the Festa of the Madonna dell’Arco, does
not yet attract the same numbers. Nevertheless, the devotion, The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):I am pleased to be
support and untiring effort by the volunteers and committeéible to participate in the Address in Reply and it is my
members has the same importance and ensures the sucdééention to speak only briefly. | thank His Excellency the
of this festival into the future. This festa is celebrated on thésovernor, Sir Eric Neal, for the speech with which he opened
third Sunday of November and, again, the Capuchin Friarghe Forty-Ninth Parliament. | commend both Sir Eric and
at Newton provide the assistance to the parishioners of tHeady Neal for the way they have made themselves available
community, predominantly from the Vesuvius area. Coles{o all South Australians. In the very short time they have been
in my view, is very much the richer for the variety of culturesin office they have won the hearts of many people in this
expressed through its associations of church, sportin§tate and in other States. We are very fortunate to have
activities, schools, commercial and industrial enterprises, argpbmebody of the calibre of Sir Eric Neal and for him to be
the loyalties given to them by its individual citizens. supported by Lady Neal in that most important office in this

I am pleased to highlight a significant redevelopmeniState.
project within my electorate, and make particular reference | also congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on being elected to
to the Governor's speech. Under the heading of ‘Educatiorthat high office. | welcome all new members in this place and
employment and training’ he referred to the redevelopmenhiope that those who have just joined us as colleagues will
of the Norwood/Morialta High School. The middle school enjoy their time in this place as much as | have over a long
campus is located in Coles and the senior school campus period. | also commend and thank my colleagues who are no
the electorate of my friend and colleague Joe Scalzi, thtonger with us for the dedication and commitment that they
member for Hartley. | am told that the total expenditure will have shown in so many ways. It would be totally inappropri-
be about $3.2 million and will be divided between the twoate for me to refer to individuals, but | imnmensely enjoyed the
campuses. Approximately $1 million is to be spent on thedopportunity to work with a number of those colleagues and
senior campus and about $2 million on the middle campud,wish them well in future. As many of us had the opportunity
of which $1 million will upgrade the air-conditioning system. to work with those people in their electorates, | am very much
Itis a redevelopment and upgrade that | am sure the studeraware of the dedication and commitment they showed to their
and staff, in particular, will appreciate at the beginning ofelectors and constituents, particularly those in marginal seats.
summer next year. | also take this opportunity to thank my constituents in the

Our politics are now about to enter a new and interestingglectorate of Heysen. | have enjoyed strong support in that
perhaps sometimes exciting, phase. Labor’s increasegiction of the Adelaide Hills over a long period of time.
numbers will provide a higher level of competition for the  The last election was probably one of the more interesting.
Government, but it will do much more than that. There will In a seat that has been a very strong Liberal seat it was
now be a high level of accountability for the Opposition, andinteresting to see again a very low vote for Labor but a much
that will bring an uncomfortable but much needed scrutinyincreased vote for the Democrats. | was rather disappointed
of its many activities. The Government, for its part, will about the vote for Labor in Heysen, because | had consider-
obviously continue its administration, as others have donegble respect for the very young candidate who stood for
by successfully cooperating with Independent members. Labor in the electorate of Heysen. | am sure that, when given

The Government for its part will obviously continue its a further opportunity in another seat—because he will never
administration as others have done by successfully cooperatin Heysen for the Labor Party—he will do very well as far
ing with Independent members. The most recent Laboas a political career is concerned. | enjoyed the brief oppor-
Administration from 1989 to 1993 governed with 22 mem-tunities that | had to work with him.
bers out of a House of 47. It did so on the basis of a 48 per | am fortunate to have served as a Minister in two
cent vote and a distorted electoral system as the basis f@overnments, namely, the Tonkin Government between 1979
success. | cannot help but reflect that, if democracy hadnd 1982—a time | enjoyed immensely—and over the last
prevailed in 1989, Labor would not have governed and Soutfour years under Premiers Brown and Olsen. Certainly, they
Australia would have kept its bank. Those reflections now argvere quite exceptional years and ones that | will always
useful in this new age of accountability which, | reiterate,remember. | want to place on record again my thanks—
now faces the Labor Opposition. although | previously had the opportunity to do so with

The Government must not be deterred by the games of itespect to the period between 1979 and 1982—to both the
political opponents. We need to get on with the harbour apolitical staff and the staff in my ministerial office for the
West Beach, the Wine Centre at Hackney, the Adelaidecommitment and dedication that they showed over the last
Darwin rail link and the many other positives initiated by thefour years. | was very fortunate to have excellent staff all the
Liberal Party. The people of my electorate will benefit fromtime that | served. Many of them have gone in different
these initiatives, along with other South Australians, and thegirections now, but | also wish them well in the future in
look forward to the positives that lie ahead. whatever direction they might take.

In conclusion | pay a tribute to Sir Eric Neal, the | do not intend to dwell on how successful we were in
Governor, for his opening remarks at the beginning of theggovernment or on the impact that the Government had in this
Forty-Ninth Parliament. | also thank the many members oState over the last four years. | do not believe that it is
the Liberal branches in the electorate of Coles and mwppropriate to do that at this time, because | will have the
campaign committee. In particular | thank my campaignopportunity on other occasions. | want to make the point that
manager for untiring work in some of the early days of theone of the greatest disappointments that | had over the last
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four years was that it seemed impossible for us to be able tdevelopments. As has been said on numerous occasions, there
sell the Government’s achievements in that time to the peoplare more volunteers who work in so many different ways for
of the State. The Liberal Government made many significargnvironmental programs in this State than in any other State
achievements over the last four years. of Australia, and that is something of which we should be

I am concerned that, in time to come and as has occurrgatoud. It is not necessarily the result of any action that
in the past, future Governments will continue to haveGovernment has taken, but it is a fact of life. We are fortunate
difficulty in letting their constituencies know just what they that youngsters through the schools, service clubs and various
have achieved. | say that, because fewer people are readinther organisations are prepared and very keen to support so
the one daily publication, thadvertiser and because more many of these environmental programs. That suggests that we
people appear to be relying on three second grabs froman look forward to the future to improve the environment in
television news to keep them informed about what ighe State.
happening in this State and around the world. It is also | point out that | found it somewhat frustrating that in that
extremely difficult to inform people of the positive things that portfolio so much emphasis was placed on issues that | did
are happening. That has been the case for some time, anddt see as being of significance, and | refer to the amount of
regret that that should be the case. protest by a small group of people that brought with it a

I want refer to some of the achievements that were madeonsiderable amount of publicity on the removal of a few
in the three portfolio areas for which | had responsibility. Intrees on the Mount Lofty Summit to ensure that a view was
the Environment and Natural Resources portfolio, there werprovided for the thousands of people who visit that site. It has
a number of areas | was pleased to be associated with andilways been the case that people go to the Mount Lofty
number of success stories. | was particularly pleased to kmummit to be able to view the city and the Piccadilly Valley.
able to serve as Lead Minister in South Australia with theltis a very pleasant place to visit. It was vitally important—
Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council. | think the quality particularly after that site lay there as an absolute disgrace for
and health of the water in the Murray River must be one osome 13 or 14 years—that, with a new development, people
the greatest challenges, if not the greatest challenge, that weere able to be able to enjoy those views, and | was deter-
have in this State. | was delighted in having played a majomined that that should be the case. | was concerned that so
role to bring down a cap on all diversions from the Murraymany people got up tight about an issue such as that instead
River, and | believe that that will improve the health of the of putting more support behind matters such as the import-
river significantly. ance of cleaning up the Murray and ensuring that we have in

| am also pleased that we were able to progress to such atace appropriate water catchment programs, and so on.
extent in regard to the trading of water between States. The | want to speak briefly about the responsibilities | had in
current Minister has referred to that in recent days. | anthe Family and Community Services portfolio. | want to
delighted that that can now happen and, again, | believe thebmmend Stephen Baker, the member for Mitcham, for the
will improve the situation considerably. Of course, our maincommitment he showed in his role as Treasurer of this State.
aim and goal must be to improve the quality of the water and found it difficult to convince Treasury officials that, in
the health of the river system generally. talking about our youngsters, we should be talking about

One of the other achievements | was pleased to bmicro-economic reform for Family and Community Services
associated with was the introduction of the catchmenas much as many of the other portfolios where it is so
management program in South Australia, particularly themportant, because if we do not get it right with these children
introduction of the Torrens, Patawalonga and Murray Rivewho are in detention centres—and it is unfortunate that our
Catchment Boards. | am very pleased with the way in whicltentres are just about full to capacity, at this stage at least—
the community has supported those programs so stronglgnd get them on the right track, those children, as they
even with the need for a levy to be brought down. There wasature, will cost the taxpayers of this State an enormous
very little opposition to that levy and a considerable amounamount. We should want to assist these children to do
of support. | was pleased that the Water Resources Act waserything we can, because many of them have had very little
introduced during my term as Minister. It is a complex piecefamily support and support from people in the community.
of legislation and one that will need constant review. | knowMWe need to be patient with those children and assist them as
that that will happen. they get older. It is vitally important that the resources are put

| was pleased to be associated with the establishment @f to ensuring that those children are cared for.
the Environment Protection Authority in South Australia, and | was always concerned about the fragility of families, and
I commend the authority and those who work with it for thel was delighted to be able to establish the Office for Families
progress that has been made in the cleaning-up of this Staaed Children. Again, a number of dedicated people are really
through that body. committed to the programs that have come out of that office

Over a period of time, it has concerned me that there havand are working for families and children in this State,
been those on the other side of the House who have been vasgirticularly in supporting young people who are at risk. | was
keen to ensure there were more prosecutions on the part délighted to be able to establish the Office of the Ageing and
the EPA. | do not believe that is what the EPA is necessarilghe Advisory Board on Ageing to bring down the 10 year
about. | think it is a matter of working constructively and plan. It is the only plan of its type in Australia; in fact, a
cooperatively with industry, rather than looking to take actionconsiderable amount of interest has been shown from
and to use the hard fist. overseas countries in that plan and its implementation. The

Regarding the parks agenda, the new developments atmount of consultation that took place throughout South
Mount Lofty summit and at Wilpena were two developmentsAustralia, both in metropolitan and rural areas, was signifi-
that | was pleased to be associated with as well. | guess tlwant indeed and that helped considerably in the development
aspect that gave me more pleasure than any other was the fafthat plan.
that so many people in the community were prepared to assist | also want to say how pleased | was to be able to improve
in environmental programs and projects to support thosthe home and community care funding in this State. For a
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long time that had been neglected. The matching of |express avery big ‘Thank you’to the many people who
Commonwealth and State funding had been left to deteriorateelped me in the recent election campaign. It is always a very
and was not achieved under the previous Labor Governmeritumbling experience for members to weigh up just how much
| was very pleased that we were able to assist in that areahelp they have had from other people in their electorate and,
| want to refer to a number of issues on future occasionsguite often, from outside their electorate. It is very unwise for
and | will take that opportunity at that time. Again, | am any member to think that he or she will win the seat on their
pleased to be able to participate in this Address in Reply andwn. All of us are vulnerable in our seat, no matter how safe
| look forward to further occasions when other issues oftis. Indeed, the safer itis, the greater our vulnerability from
concern that | have can be raised that affect people in thmdependents, usually those of a similar political persuasion.
community in South Australia. The more marginal it is, the more vulnerable it becomes
involving a person of a different political persuasion.

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am pleased to support the  Whilst | have not done a detailed analysis of who helped
Address in Reply. At the outset, | congratulate you, Sirme, a quick count of those who helped at polling booths, with
formally on your election to the office of Speaker. | look folding and in other areas, totalled more than 75 people. In
forward to working with you in this Parliament as the an electorate such as Goyder, which is very extensive, the
Government Whip, even though | think that term is notpeople on the ground are absolutely essential. | never take
officially recognised in the House, so | am simply known asanything for granted in the political scene. People often say
the member for Goyder. Certainly, it is important for bothto me, ‘You are okay, John, because you are in a safe seat.
Whips to have a close working relationship with the Speaker always work on the assumption that | won the last election
if we want the House to function efficiently and effectively. by one vote and, if | want to get back, | have to improve that

| take this opportunity to say how sorry | was for thosevote. All members should keep that in mind, as we are in
members who lost their seats at the recent election. | hadRarliament because of the electors who put us here. We are
close association with all members on this side of the Housia this place to represent them and to represent all shades of
and it is one of the vagaries of the political system that youpolitical opinion to the best of our ability.
are never assured of continuing in your position as amember | thank the people of Goyder for having sufficient
for a particular seat after an election, and that happened in smnfidence in me to return me at the last election. | say to the
many cases at the last election. We have lost many valuabégectors of Goyder that | will seek to do my very best for
members, members who had a lot of talent and who had thtaem. | will seek to represent their interests as | have done in
potential to make a significant contribution to this State butthe past. | will continue to work hard and diligently, and | am
for the next four years, they will not be able to do it throughavailable for my electors 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
this Parliament. To those of them who may stand again in thbut | really appreciate those people who do not take advan-
future, | wish them well and would certainly welcome themtage of telephoning between the hours of midnight and 6 a.m.
back into this Parliament. | say to all of them that | hope theyf they wish to do that, that is their right and, as a servant of
are able to find a position that will suit them, that they will the people, | must accept that.
be able to use their talents and be able to achieve in theirown | was not 100 per cent happy with all aspects of the
area of work, just as they achieved a lot while they werecampaign in my electorate, particularly the political advertis-
members in the House of Assembly. ing. The Electoral Act makes it very clear that we operate

| also welcome the new members to the House ofinder different rules and regulations from Federal members.
Assembly. We have many new members and we certainlfherefore, | was annoyed that at least one of my political
have many women in politics. It is great to see a greateopponents put up back-to-back signs on stobie poles and
gender balance, with so many women in Parliament and élsewhere. The Electoral Act is quite clear that posters are to
congratulate them on their election to office and certainlybe at least one metre apart. By my reckoning, if two posters
look forward to working with them or debating with or are placed back to back, they are not one metre apart; rather
against them on the floor of this Parliament. | particularlythey are centimetres and possibly millimetres apart, and that
welcome the new members on the Government side, particis a transgression of the Act.
larly the member for Waite, who is a member of the Liberal | took up this issue with the Electoral Commissioner and
Party, and also the member for MacKillop, an Independenasked for something to be done, but the answer was, ‘You
Liberal, the member for Gordon who is an Independent anehay have problems in your electorate, Mr Meier, but | can
the member for Chaffey who is a National Party member. cite examples in many other electorates where the same thing

There is no doubt that politics is an unknown game, ands occurring. | can hardly address them in your electorate
the one certainty is the uncertainty. Having been re-electedithout addressing them in all others.” If we are not able to
to the position of Government Whip, | must say that | amaddress issues that are transgressing the Electoral Act, then
finding my tasks significantly different and more challengingchange the Act. If it is not working and people are putting up
than they were in the previous four years. When one is gigns back to back, then make it legal. In the Federal scene,
Whip of 36 members as against 11 members, one always haandidates are allowed to erect signs back to back.
the safety of being able to suspend Standing Orders if things If we are to have rules and regulations, let us adhere to
go wrong in the House. Now that | am Whip of them and make sure there are appropriate penalties so that a
23 members—but with you in the Chair, Mr Speaker,candidate does not get away with something that the opposing
22 members—as against the Opposition with 21 membersandidate does not attempt in the belief that it would be
two Independents and one National Party member, | do ndtansgressing the Act. | will seek to address this issue during
believe that | can afford to make a mistake, and memberthe coming four-year term so that at the next election we
must always make sure that they are in the House when th@erhaps will be working under different rules in that area.
need to be and that they are certain of what is going on. There Secondly, | wish to address the issue of candidates being
must be no uncertainty. | look forward to the challenge in theable to say, ‘Vote 1, Joe Blow'. A reading of the Act
coming years. indicates very clearly that that sort of advertisement is not
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allowed in the State election. Every time | have had opposinghat sounded just fine in an ordinary context. Labor is

candidates from, say, minor Parties who do not seem to ballowed to say what it wants. | was very surprised to read that
familiar with the Act, they insert their advertisements in thebecause | thought the Labor Party was supportive of the
paper, ‘Vote 1, so and so’. | would love to do the sameGovernment's efforts to increase economic development in
scenario, but I know it is transgressing the Act. Again, | tookthe State by allowing greater use of our airport. | guess it is
up this matter, and the reply was, ‘Many others are doing itLabor’s business if it does not want South Australia to grow
how will we endeavour to stop it?’ My counter reply was, at its present rate. However, | was really annoyed by the
‘There is still another week or two to go. | am sure thehypocrisy of that statement, which was identified by the

advertisement "Vote 1" will reappear next week; please leMinister for Transport and Urban Planning (Hon. Diana

the candidate know that that is not right.’ But that did notLaidlaw) in that same article when she said that in March
occur. 1993 Labor had given approval to Qantas to land four flights

Itis another area that | wish to bring to the attention of the2 week at 5.5 a.m. N
Electoral Commissioner, and | would hope that we as a Why would an Opposition want to do a complete about
Parliament are able to address that issue. Personally, | do i&#n when, first, it had been advancing down that path prior
see too much wrong with the concept ‘Vote 1’, even thougHo 10sing government; and, secondly, when it should have
our Electoral Act requires that we have preferential voting€alised that it would do much more harm than good to the

and that members put a number in each box. They were thgtate. The reason is very obvious: Labor wanted to target
two key issues | wanted to highlight. those marginal seats around the airport. Labor felt that if it

| must sav that | felt mv campaian was managed ve Welrnade a promise to people not to increase_the curfeV\_/ the
Y y paig g Y eople would vote for Labor. However, | believe there is a

by, in the first instance, my campaign manager, Mr Jeff,. ) X
; . _dishonesty in that and | hope the people see through it.
Cook. | publicly thank Jeff, who has been my campaign Another example that annoyed me was the headline

manager for n ive elections. It is gr have . . .
anager for two consecutive elections. It is great to a:élberals hold secret tax plans: Rann’ in tAdvertiserof 24

someone in charge who knows what he is doing, and | fel . .
very confident he?ving him as campaign managger. | woul eptember, the introductory paragraph of which stated:

also express my gratitude to the campaign committee, wh Sec{et tax plﬁnsoare being dLra"‘a” Upwﬁ’yéhe Lib?r‘?"s for after the

made sure that everything was going as smoothly as on fate election, the Opposition Leader, Mr Rann, claims.

would hope during an election campaign. | will not mention The paragraph further states:

them all by name, but | sincerely thank those persons. Their ‘We know he ([Mr Olsen) is planning tax increases because our
L . ' election,” Mr Rann said. ‘That is why we are trying to flush them

fc_)rward ‘to contlnuw,lg to work with them. | also say a very ut.’ Mr Rann refused to give details of the planned taxes, saying he

sincere ‘Thank you’ to the more than 75 people who helpegyould be talking about that ‘later in the campaign’.

in a volunteer capacity. | freely acknowledge that the result

in Goyder would not have been as positive as they were h statement when there is no substance in it at all. The

it not been for the many voluntary helpers involved.  premier clearly responded that there certainly were no plans

The State campaign was an interesting one, withoUor increases in taxes as identified by Mr Rann, but it is a
question. | have to recognise that many members, whomrkgular scare campaign, and | guess it works. An article in the
have already congratulated, came in on the other side. Thegvertiserdated 23 September, under the headline ‘Labor’s
result is, | suppose, something that one could analyse argizD tax cut’, states:

seek t9 Cont'n,ue ,to analyse’ and | guess there are many ISSUESEsinesses would receive a 40 per cent cut to their bank accounts
associated with it. One will never be sure whether one hagebits (BAD) tax under a Labor Government.

identified the clear reasons why certain persons were electgg, v er it is very ironic that the BAD tax was introduced
or were not elected. But | do believe that we will have to y a Labor Federal Government in 1983. It was then trans-

address the issue of accurate information being providegh e tg the States in 1991 by Labor, and the debits tax rate
during an election campaign. | guess the issue of accountg;

o, . . ; doubled by the Labor State G tin 1993.
bility by members of Parliament is something that has been as gouied by e Labor State sovernment In

. . . . The hypocrisy of some of the promises that the Labor
in the public arena for many years and will continue to be SOParty made during the campaign is highlighted by that

Many people would like to have some sort of safeguartexample, and | believe that we must endeavour to stop those
to ensure that if an elected member of Parliament clearly angbrts of promises—it is clear that the previous Government
deliberately breaks a promise he or she loses their seat. | afad brought in the policy, that it was political grandstanding
not advocating that. | do not think that would work becauseand that the Labor Party had no intention of introducing it if
often people are supposedly misquoted or quoted out gf had been elected.
context and, without doubt, circumstances can change. It The classic case of grandiose promises was highlighted by
would be very irresponsible of a Government not to modifythe massive bill that Labor identified during its four week
its stated program if conditions changed and it was requiregjection campaign, plus pre-election promises. An assessment
to take drastic action, thereby breaking its basic promisegy the Treasurer indicated that the Labor promises would rip
made during the campaign. Nevertheless, | was disturbegli27 million from recurrent expenditure and $245 million
during the election campaign when issues such as the airpgrbm capital expenditure over four years: a total bill of
curfew were raised. $672 million. It is amazing that people did not identify

A headline in theAdvertiserof 24 September stated straightaway that, if Labor had been elected, the State would
“Plot" to reduce airport curfew’; the introductory paragraph have gone spiralling into debt at a faster rate than was the
of the article states: case prior to when Labor left office.

The Adelaide Airport curfew took off as an election issue It would have been total irresponsibility if Labor had

yesterday with Labor promising to fight any moves to reduce theésought to implement all the promises that it had made, and it
curfew. would have done this State untold damage. | am so thankful

is absolutely irresponsible, in my opinion, to release such
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that the Labor Party was not elected to office, because run. | would hope that Public Service employees have areal
would hate to think where this State would have gonecommitment to their work; that they are committed to the
economically had that happened. It would have been aS8tate and the development of the State; and that they do not
absolute tragedy for the economy of South Australia. It wouldeel that it is just a job and they wish they could be doing
have meant that all the good work that has been done in tr@omething else.
past four years would have been undone within a very short The Government has much to do in the next four years.
period. Many of the issues were highlighted during the election
It is noteworthy also to record what the Liberal Partycampaign. | look forward to being a member of this
promised during the same period, namely, some $45 milliosovernment and continuing to rebuild South Australia. There
in programs from recurrent expenditure and $26.5 millionis no doubt, however, that whilst in an economic sense we
from capital expenditure over four and a half years, a total ohave made huge efforts in the past four years, we have to
$71.5 million. So, if one compares the $71.5 million worth continue to highlight the many positives we have achieved in
of promises by the Liberal Party against the $672 millionrelation to society as a whole and the benefits to society—the
worth of promises by the Labor Party, one can understandeople, the mums and dads, the children, our elderly citizens
how there is still no sense whatsoever of proper economiand to the generation coming up to take our place. | can stand
management in the mind of the members of the Labor Partyery proud in this Chamber and say, ‘In our policies we have
The other issue which | believe it highlights is that Laborsought to ensure that we are benefiting all those people.’
will literally promise anything to get into power. | say to the However, we as a Government have to sell our message much
electors of this State that they must see through what | woulthore than we have and remind people of our efforts and
refer to as false promises and false advertising. endeavours in attracting new industry and enterprises to
Many other issues were raised during the campaign at 8outh Australia.
State level and, generally speaking, | believe that it was the We have to try to reverse the trend of companies moving
scare tactics that in the end managed to bring the swingut of South Australia. People as a whole will benefit from
against the Liberal Party. Those scare tactics went right dowthis. It will lead to better education facilities because more
to what could only be described as a dirt campaign in manynoney will be available due to businesses employing more
of the marginal seats, where the Labor Party sought tpeople. It will lead to better health services. It will also lead
identify, invariably in a distorted fashion, what members hado other positives such as a better opportunity for recreation
spent in terms of travel allowances, or similar. If the Laborbecause people will have the opportunity to ensure that not
Party is going to resort to those tactics, one could argue thainly are they given the opportunity to work but to enjoy their
all bets would be off in future elections. However, | would freedom due to our society being built up as a result of the
not want to see that happen. | believe that we must clean Uptate benefiting from these positive steps.
election campaigns and bring in a degree of honesty that has | believe that this Government will now be able to build
not been seen in recent years, so that the people are ableitca way that has not been possible in the past four years. | am
weigh up real and genuine promises and firm commitmentsyell aware that our task will be difficult, because this is a
and not simply pie in the sky commitments. finely divided House and in another place we do not have a
The Governor's address to the combined Houses afajority. | appeal to the Labor Party and the Australian
Parliament was full of commitments for the coming year, inDemaocrats to allow commonsense to prevail and not simply
particular—and in some cases for the coming four years—anitd make political issues out of examples that could be
it is very pleasing that the new Government is able to builddetrimental to this State. We need to govern together for the
on the work that it has undertaken in the past four years. benefit of the whole of South Australia. It is our firm
Everyone should be able to recognise that the Liberatommitment to do so, and I look forward to working not only
Government in the past four years had one of the moswith my colleagues on this side of the Chamber but also with
unenviable tasks in the history of this State—possibly thehose on the other side of the Chamber for the betterment of
most unenviable task of any Government of this State—irSouth Australia.
having to rebuild the economy. People do not like funding
cuts in any area because they become used to a certain Mr EVANS secured the adjournment of the debate.
amount of money flowing in, but in the past four years we Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
had to make it clear, if we wanted South Australia to continuestate of the House.
to be a viable State, a place that would attract investment and A quorum having been formed:
a place that would attract rather than lose people, that the
fundamental economic philosophy had to change. We haveSTATUTES AMENDMENT (HOLDFAST SHORES)
sought to change it. We have had to make cuts where we did BILL
not want to. Certainly in the last budget many of the cuts
were corrected and funding is back on stream.
Areas of waste hopefully have been cut out in many cases, . S f
but more work is still to be done. An over supply of public Consideration in Commlttee.r. ]
servants has been corrected to a large extent. It amazes me 1 N€ Hon. G.A. INGERSON: I move:
that | am still able to get replies from departments and have Thatthe amendments be insisted upon.
immediate communication with departments, despite therkast evening there was a very lengthy debate in this House,
being some 12 000 fewer persons employed than there weagd this House recommended some amendments to the other
four years previously. One wonders what those 12 000 peopfadace. They have been rejected and it is my belief we should
did during that period, and why can the Public Service stillinsist upon them.
operate so effectively and efficiently with fewer people onthe Motion carried.
payroll? Certainly the Public Service is mostimportantto any The Legislative Council requested that a conference be
State and it needs to be there, and it needs to be efficientlyranted respecting certain amendments to the Bill. In the

The Legislative Council disagreed with the amendments
g1ade in the House of Assembly.
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event of a conference being agreed to, the Legislative Council in order to ensure that the enjoyment of the coast by the public
would be represented thereat by five managers. generally is not materially diminished due to the construction of any

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | move: such boating facility

That a message be sent to the Legislative Council granting 2he outcome of the conference means that the Holdfast
conference as requested by the Council, and that the time and plaBhores development can now begin. It also means that a
for holding it be the Plaza Room at 9.30 p.m. today, and that Messkgcility for boats will be built at West Beach. The conference
Armitage, Conlon, Ingerson, Rann and Williams be the managers ofj ¢ agreed to certain restrictions and requirements which
the part of this House. ) h o R
essentially will enable the West Beach facility to begin within

Motion carried. _ ) two weeks. That is an important decision made by the
The Legislative Council agreed to the time and placegnference.

appointed by the House of Assembly for the holding of the

Another major decision made is that the general groyne
conference.

would be constructed in such a way that the underwater part
- would have a structural safety limit built in as if it was for a
[Sitting suspended from 9.30 to 10.40 p.m.] one in 100-year storm. The recommendation is that on top of
At 10.40 p.m. the following recommendations of the that structure—pearing in mind_that we get high _and low tides
conference were reported to the House: that may vary sllghtly—there will be an overtopping structure
As to Amendments Nos. 1 o 3: reduced and redesigned for a one in 10-year storm. That
That the Legislative.Coun'ciI do not further insist on its Important agreement was rgached anq is acknowledged from
disagreement to these amendments. the Government'’s perspective. All the issues put forward and
As to Amendment No.4: agreed will give us, in my view, one of the best opportunities
That the House of Assembly amend its amendment asve have had in South Australia for a long time to develop a

follows: i i i
) . . major tourism infrastructure at Glenelg and to enable the
New section 886bb—After paragraph (b) of subsection (2) Insert; ;e -nment's fundamental plan to proceed. It also illustrates
new word and paragraph as follows: ) . , .
and this Parliament’s recognition of the fact that some changes

(c) in order to ensure that the enjoyment of the coast by the¢ould be agreed to. That is an important issue and we can
public generally is not materially diminished due to the now get on with the job of building a long-awaited tourism

construction of any such boating facility. development at Glenelg and enable a relocation of the
And that the Legislative Council agrees thereto.

As to amendment No 5- G_Ienelg Sailing Club from its Glenelg site to the West Beach
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its SIt€:
disagreement to this amendment. Many people involved in the boating and recreational
Consideration in Committee of the recommendations ofishing industries will be happy with the outcome, and |
the conference. believe that we will now be able to get on with developing a
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move: major infrastructure and tourism development project in our

That the recommendations of the conference be agreed to. State. We will be seen as a pro-development State, concerned

. wijth making sure that, following the discussion of the
The conference was very productive. Agreement was reachegieant issues in this Parliament, at the end of the day a

on six major issues which were debated in the conferenceyactical project can go ahead with the Parliament’s support.

amzllt)héa f2|t|0Vk\3’|:g_d§r:3 Izotr;se V(\/iierradi:.ect b aranteein The Hon. M.D. RANN: In supporting the agreement, the

urety givi g proj y guar i e

approval for a boat facility to be built to the redefined criteria at WesgttOppOSltlon wanted tq ensure that there Were some guarantees

Beach. 0 secure some environmental protections for West Beach.
(2) Structural safety for a one in 100-year storm event will WWe have considerable concerns about the West Beach part of

remain. The height of the overtopping structure to be reduced anthis development and the environmental impact of the groyne.

redesigned from a one in 100-year to a one in 10-year storm criterigp/e wanted to make sure that the project went ahead but, in
(3) The redesign to incorporate the minimum length groyn '

needed to produce the optimum sand management outcomes and HS process c_)f dOIr!g SO, because the_Government could not
harbor depth to be the minimum to cater for the current needs of the@ve had this legislation passed without agreement, we
Glenelg Sailing Club and public launching facilities. Redesign to bewvanted to make sure that some distinct safeguards were in
completed within two weeks and certification to be undertakerplace. One of the most important safeguards requested by the

simultaneously by the Institution of Engineers or a party to b ; ; ; :
nominated by them together with the Coast Protection Board. AenCharIes Sturt council was that there be an indemnity against

independent environmental consultant will also prepare an assesally damage to the beach directly caused by the West Beach
ment for public release. facility. The indemnity is by agreement of this Parliament and
(4) The sand management plan to be made available to the publis not in the Act, which | think would have been preferred,
(5) The offer of the Opposition to support a compulsory and | guess it will be a test of the Government’s honour in
%%qg“ég't'on* if necessary, of the Glenelg Sailing Club is acknow+g 5 °of making sure that that indemnity applies. Certainly
(6) The Government undertakes to indemnify Charles Sturth€ enormous public outrage that would occur if the
council against any damage to the beach directly caused by the Wesovernment welches on the deal would be considerable.
Beach facility. There has been considerable concern about the height of
The decisions and resolutions made by the conference neétk groyne, and we are pleased that a decision has been made
to be explained. First, all amendments put forward by theo substantially reduce the height, although I understand that
House of Assembly were agreed to by the conference arstaff of the Premier are now telling the journalists it is only
primarily that included an amendment put forward by the.8 of a metre. That is not what we were told during the
member for Colton with one slight amendment. Thatnegotiations. We were told that it was about one metre. We
amendment was put forward during the conference. have also asked that this study be undertaken simultaneously
That amendment, inserting subsection (2)(c) in additiorby the Institute of Engineers together with the Coast Protec-
to the member for Colton’s amendment, is as follows: tion Board, and that there be an independent environmental
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consultant—and | stress ‘independent—to prepare an Mr CONLON: In supporting the agreement that has been
assessment for public release. reached cooperatively, | make it clear that they are certainly
The whole process will be laughable if that independenhot the arrangements that the Labor Party would have made
consultant is not genuinely independent of both thewere we in Government.
Government and the developers. Some of the statements Mr Venning interjecting:
made by the developers over the past day or so would give Mr CONLON: Thank you, Ivan. | reckon | can stay
one some doubt about their veracity on some matters. It iawake longer than you can. It is not necessarily what we
very important that this Parliament, and certainly thewould have done, but we have met, as well as we can, some
Opposition, keep an eye on them. The independent enviromf the priorities that we set ourselves for this Bill. We have
mental consultant will also prepare an assessment. The Pubtione whatever we could to minimise the size of the groyne
Works Standing Committee will also undertake an analysisit West Beach. We have done what we can to minimise the
of this project and prepare a full report and release. Certainlgffect of the groyne on the coastline at West Beach, and we
with its new Presiding Member in place, | am sure that thehave done everything we can to guarantee the maintenance
committee’s scrutiny will be decent, honest, honourable andf the coastline north of the groyne into the future through
with integrity. guarantees and indemnities. We have also looked after the
We have asked that the sand management plan be masieall boat launchers and the sailing club, we believe in an
available to the public. We have made an offer of compulsonappropriate fashion—not in the originally suggested fashion,
acquisition, if necessary, of the Glenelg Sailing Club if itin that we will give them, in the redesigned facility, a boat
proves to be recalcitrant in any way, in terms of reaching théaunching facility suitable to launch those types of boats
most desirable outcome for the people of this State and iwhich they already have and operate out of Glenelg. We will
terms of protections. We would like to see the harbor deptimot—and we make this clear—support converting this into
to be the minimum to cater for the current needs, not th@ deep keel facility, as we believe it is inconsistent with the
vastly ambitious needs as requested by the Glenelg Sailimgquirements of the coastline.
Club. It wants 3.9 metres. It should not get it; and nor willit,  An honourable member interjecting:
if the Government is dinkum about sticking to this agreement. Mr CONLON: We have saved the Government money,
In fact, the club wants to cater for particular racing yachts thaand | am sure it is grateful. The position we have taken has
it does not have there at the moment. We are saying, ‘Let useen responsible, cooperative and, above all, it has been
not worsen an environmental situation when in fact theprincipled. | will say no more at this point except to do
facility at North Haven is currently available for those very something that | believe should be done, which is to acknow-
same yachts that it desires.’ ledge the contributions of two members on this side for the
We are trying to achieve some financial efficiencies ancgrotection of West Beach over a number of years. | refer to
environmental protections. Over all, this is an importantthe member for Ross Smith, Ralph Clarke, who has been
lesson about what can be achieved through negotiation. Thantiring in his efforts to ensure that there is a principled
has been the problem. We are constantly told that three yeassitcome, and the member for Hanson, Steph Key, who has
of hard work have gone into this project, but we were briefechad to suffer the insult that she was doing this for political
just over a week ago, and the Government, which refused fourposes. | point out that Stephanie Key’s corflutes were
meet with us on this project even though it needed oupften next to Chris Gallus's and Liberal members with
support, agreed to meet with us only this afternoon. This isespect to this project. Having said that, this is certainly not
an example of what can be achieved when the Governmesterything we would have wanted, but we made a promise
negotiates with the Opposition. If that does not occur in theéhat we would do whatever we could to ensure that the
future, it will not get what it wants. Glenelg development went ahead. We repeated it over and
We want to ensure the best outcomes for this State. Wever, and | was ridiculed for it, but we were as good as our
believe that there are legitimate concerns, both from Westord and we now have this.
Beach residents and the Charles Sturt council. We have Mr CLARKE: Irise to support the recommendations of
attempted to broker a deal. | am not interested in stories thathe conference. | endorse the comments of the member for
somehow this was related to internal tensions in thelder. | believe that this is the best result we could have had,
Government, about whether or not the agreement could ggiven the circumstances. But | echo his sentiment that, had
ahead. That is not my interest. My interest is to make surae been in Government, this would not have been the way
that we achieve some basic protections. in which we would have gone about it. | trust that, with
Members interjecting: environmental sensitivity, we may retain our northern
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Do you want this voted on or do beaches. Our beaches are our heritage. We walk this earth but
you want to go back to the conference? | would shut up if loriefly, and our beaches should be preserved for our children
were you. | am saying that, if you meet, negotiate and talkand our children’s children.
you have nothing to fear. Bipartisanship is by agreementand One issue that was not canvassed very much, but some-
not by dictation. The lesson for all members opposite is thathing which is very near and dear to me, is the stormwater
you have got a development that | hope will be good fompipeline. | believe that that is absolute environmental
South Australia. We have achieved some protections for thmadness. | know it was brought in to help save the member
environment and for residents at West Beach. This could havfer Colton, because an open channel through the sand dunes
been done a long time ago if the Liberal Party in this Statevould have been politically disastrous for him before the
had the leadership and the integrity to talk, particularly wherelection. A pipeline still chucking out muck, straight into the
it now has a different set of numbers in this House and in thigulf, when we have already lost two-thirds of our seagrasses,
Parliament. | guess this is a lesson for the future: if thevhich breed our marine life, is absolute stupidity, and it is so
Government meets, talks and negotiates, decent outcomes gaar our SARDI aquatic research centre.
be obtained for South Australia. However, if it plays political It is an act of madness for the Government to go ahead
games, it will be frustrated in that purpose. with that. I implore the Government not to pursue an option
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which makes it a requirement for the Patawalonga to belarify points so that we might be in a position to sign off and
swimmable or to allow primary contact on 365 days of themove forward with this project.
year. That is absolute stupidity. Not even the Premier in his  To all who have been involved with me, the Government
wildest imagination would go down there on a winter's dayand Rod Hook over the course of not only today in particular
to swim for enjoyment. | do not believe that the developerdut the last two weeks, | simply say ‘Thank you'. | trust and
need to have the Patawalonga so clean to attract people to bogpe that the resolution of the Parliament is compensation for
their condominiums in that area just because they can switthe commitment and the dedication that they have had to
there in the middle of winter. This pipeline is an act of secure this project for South Australians in the future. There
environmental vandalism, and it should be opposed ani absolutely no doubt in my mind that this will be an
resisted. outstandingly successful project which will meet the interests
| turn to the matter regarding the harbor. It is the bes@nd aspirations of South Australians and which in doing so,
outcome. It is like having to eat an unpleasant sandwich: iifmportantly, will ensure the environmental protection of the
is a question of whether you digest it with a little mayonnaisecoastline of this State that we all have regard for.
on top rather than in its natural state. From time to time, all Mr Chairman, | assure you that this Government—and on
of us have had to eat a little bit of that sandwich in a differenthe performance of the last four years a Liberal Government
form, some a bit more than others, and | have had a little bi@s it continues in the future—will honour those commitments
of my own of late. to the protection of our beaches, particularly along our city
An honourable member interjecting: area and precinct. Actions speak louder than words, and the
Mr CLARKE: Well | don't need to. The member for last four years ofaleeraI Government have clearly demon-
Mawson can describé that only too well. | trust that thestrated our commitment to the retention and protectlon_of our
beaches. In the future, there will be no less a commitment

Government will honour its solemn undertaking in this area . . .
I conclude by asking the Deputy Premier a question regardirr;k;gan that which has been applied during the course of the last
ur years.

the indemnity granted to the Charles Sturt council. What for | dih dation to the C ittee. | thank
will an undertaking made in this House or in both Houses of cgmmefn tﬁ rfec%mlr_rtl)en ?'On OO N borhnnl}l e]?' S atT]
Parliament have to take for it to have legal effect so that, ifn€MDErs for their delibérations. LUn behall of Sou

necessary, it is actionable by the Charles Sturt council againétﬂs”a“ans who in my view are by far the silent majority and

the Government if it breaches its undertaking or commitV"9 sincerely and genuinely want this project to succeed now

ment? and not at some indeterminate date in the future, | thank them

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: On behalf of the House and for their support.

. : . Mr CONDOUS: | support the decision that has been
certainly the Government, we are absolutely del'ghted.w'ﬂ?eached by the conference. | am delighted that the amend-
the recommendation of the conference. This decision is in th

h X . S fents | moved last night have been incorporated in the Bill.
interests of South Australia. It is a significant step forward.I do not think it is a time to be critical of anyone in this

It d_emonstrat(_as hot qnly to South Australians but to the'Parliament, but we need to reflect on the fact that the great
national and international investment market that SOUtr\'}vinners out of this are the 1 000 construction workers who
Australia has some predictability and certainty, and that it iSvill be blessed by gaining employment on this project and

a place where people can invest in the future. A project Whic'i}vho will be able to display the high quality of construction

has in one instance 80 per cent take up and 60 per cent Work that this State has produced over a long period of time.

. . . €bf course, the other winners will be the hundreds of young
comn?ur.my for projects of .th|s nature. men and women in this State who have wanted to be
This is a breakthrough in the sense that for a decade andmmitted to the tourism and hospitality industry and who
a half we have had major dl_fflcult|es with projects o_f this il get that opportunity through the development of the
nature. What we have achieved through this Parliamenisie] the tavern, and the retail and the restaurant industry that
during the course of the past two weeks has broken thagj)| pe based at Holdfast Shores when the development is
impasse of the past decade and a half and we can mMo¥@mpleted.
forward with a significant project of this nature. Those of us who visit the eateries of this great State, be it
| turn now to the key points recommended by theat Rundle Street East, Jetty Road, Glenelg or anywhere else,
conference. | assure the Committee of tiowa fideof the  will know that the level of service delivered by the young
Government to follow through and implement these recommen and women of the hospitality industry in this State is
mendations with goodwill and spirit. It is important for us to probably one of the highest anywhere in the world. | am sure
be able to proceed posthaste with the development of thigiat this Holdfast Shores development will give hundreds of
project in South Australia. In particular, | acknowledge thegyr young people the opportunity to display those skills.
work and efforts of officers such as Rod Hook and others Mr WILLIAMS: Unlike the member for Colton, | will
from Government agencies and the bureaucracy who hawsg critical of some members of this place. | am only new in
gone well beyond the commitment of a public servant to theithis place and perhaps | am a little bit idealistic, but | believe
workload. They have taken on this project with some personahat we had the opportunity to do something worthwhile for
commitment and endeavour of which all South Australianghe people of Adelaide and South Australia and something
ought to be proud. worthwhile for West Beach. As the Premier has been at pains
Regarding the various parties to the proposal, whether ib say all week, this is a major project for South Australia.
be Baulderstone Hornibrook or other private sector com- |am delighted at the outcome of the conference of which
panies that have been involved in the process, | would like tbhave been a part and that we can now say that this project
thank them for the way in which they have been prepared twill proceed. | am, to put it mildly, outraged at the perform-
negotiate with the Government, particularly today. They havance of the Leader of the Opposition a short time ago. Whilst
been readily available to have detailed discussions and this matter has been debated in this place, the Leader of the
provide comprehensive briefings at quite short notice t@®pposition, for most of the time, chose not to be within this
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Chamber. He did not want to be here while the press weragreement and the outcome will be strongly supported by the

watching. He did not want to take part in this debate—  Government, because it supports the overall principle of what
Members interjecting: we wanted to do, that is, to have a development at Holdfast
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Shores and a boat harbor at West Beach. During negotiation
Mr WILLIAMS: At the end of the day, the Leader of the of this type it is important that the media is not the third party
Opposition chose to come in here— of negotiations. In future, it is important that we all accept
Members interjecting: that this is part of the exercise.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Ross Smith made some genuine com-
Mr WILLIAMS: —inwhat | regard as a cheap publicity ments about the needs of our coastal environment, and that
stunt and take the kudos for brokering a deal to get thiss a very important issue. The Government is very proud of
project up. the fact that it is about to implement a $200 million environ-
Mr Foley interjecting: mental improvement program, and part of that program is to

Mr WILLIAMS: | may have a lot to learn; the member clean up the water that is discharged into the gulf. Whilst as
for Hart is correct. However, | am idealistic, and | seek topart of this development the pipes will be laid out to sea, the
represent not only my electorate but the electors and th@overnment has an absolute commitment to ensure that the
taxpayers of South Australia. They deserve better than whatater that travels down those pipes is cleaner and able to mix
has happened here tonight. This has been a cheap publicityore safely with our coastline. | make it very clear to the
stunt. The Leader of the Opposition chose to be involved invhole Parliament and everybody in South Australia that
this matter only at a time when it suited him and so that heleaning up the environment and sensitivity to the environ-

could gain publicity for his Party. ment are very important issues for the Government.
Members interjecting: Motion carried.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for MacKillop

has the call. ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
Mr WILLIAMS: | reiterate: | am delighted to see the )

success of the conference, but | am very disappointed—  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: That the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday
The CHAIRMAN: Order! 17 February 1998 at 2 p.m.

Mr WILLIAMS: —that some degree of compromise wasIn moving this motion, | take the opportunity to thank all the
forced on this project, because whenever there is compromigaembers of the House for their support of the Government
we tend towards mediocrity. | would much prefer to see thever the last two weeks. The program that we put forward has
project as it was first designed rather than the mediocrity thbeen very demanding, and | thank all members for their

Government has been forced to accept. support in getting the legislation through the House. This is
Members interjecting: my first opportunity to formally welcome the three Independ-
The CHAIRMAN: Order! ents to the House.

Mr WILLIAMS: | commend the results of the conference  Members interjecting:
to the Committee. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | am quite sure that their

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Itis importantthat | follow  independence will be demonstrated and tested over the
up a couple of comments that were made, because it imonths to come, and | look forward to their positive contribu-
important they be put on the public record. We all like a bittion to debate. | also welcome to the House the new members
of colourful language now and again. However, when theopposite. Some interesting characters are already developing,
Government makes a commitment in Committee that it willand | note that quite a few of them are experts in everything
write formally to a council and set out in that letter anthat concerns the House. As Leader of the House, | look
indemnity, it does not expect to be told in Committee, ‘Weforward to working with them, not only to help them if they
hope it does not welsh on the deal” When |, as Deputyeed advice about their debating techniques but also to advise
Premier, on behalf of the Government, make that formathem on the way that the House should run.
statement in Committee, it is expected that it will be carried | also take this opportunity to congratulate you,
out, and it will be. It is very important that the Committee Mr Speaker, on your appointment as Speaker, and | also
understands that. In relation to an independent consultarntpngratulate the Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Commit-
clearly a statement was agreed by the Committee. Thiees on his appointment. | look forward to working with all
Committee has status in this Parliament, it is agreed that thereembers who have been chosen and who have been prepared
will be an independent consultant, and clearly that will be thé¢o sit on committees, both the Chairmen and committee

case. ltis also important that— members, as we proceed over the next four years. | take this
Members interjecting: opportunity to thank—
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: —if this Parliament is to The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | will get to the Leader in
go in this new direction, when negotiations are agreed to, wa minute. | have already said nice words about him, and it
must have a royal ‘we’. A ‘we’ is not a one-sided position; was really very difficult! | take this opportunity to thank the
it is an agreed position by the Government and the Opposstaff—
tion. That ought to be made clear to this Committee: all of us Members interjecting:
were part of this agreement, and both Parties moved it. twas The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | am sorry. | was going to
pretty obvious that the ‘we’ from the other side was not aremember him tomorrow.
royal ‘we’ and did not include everybody. Itis importantthat Members interjecting:
the Committee and the public of South Australia clearly The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | apologise to the member
understand that the Government is very much part of thifor Waite. | hope that he will forgive me when needed. | was
agreement. The Government was prepared to enter into tivery interested in the member for Waite’s Address in Reply
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contribution. He raised some very interesting points in hid certainly find very useful; the catering staff, who keep us
first presentation, and | am quite sure that he will be an assé&d and watered during our time in Parliament House, who
to this House. | also take this opportunity to thank the stafput up with the long hours very well and who, especially

of the House— lately, have been providing us with a great variety of
Members interjecting: interesting food; the attendants who assist us all around the
The SPEAKER: The House will come to order. building and the building attendants likewise; the cleaners,

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: —for their support. We who have had to cope, as | said, with the opening of
create some pretty unusual hours and they are always theparliament as well as the short session; the clerks and
to give us the necessary support. The Clerk and his assistaatgiministrative staff, who organise our pay, assist when key
theHansardstaff and the attendants look after us in our oftencards are lost and carry out other essential functions; the
odd ways, and we thank them very much for their support.switchboard staff who, | am sure, have had a difficult time in

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: sorting out who is where, what has been happening and

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | have got it all down. | directing calls; and the police, who help us out when the
have done this once before. | also take the opportunity ofallery becomes a little unruly.
thanking the library staff. | often pass through the library but  We must not forget the journalists who, of course, are not
I never quite get around to using the skills of the library staff.a third party at our conferences but who help to make our life
They are an excellent group of people who— interesting when, as usual, we do not entirely agree with the

Members interjecting: unbiased nature of their comments. | must apologise if | have

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Every member of left anyone out of that litany.

Parliament, particularly new members, ought to utilise the |welcome the new members on both sides of the House,
skills of the library staff, because they are prepared to do aspecially the member for Waite, the National Party member
lot of research for us. They often enable members to makand the two Independent Liberals: of course, | very much
speeches that have some opportunity of standing up in theelcome the new members on this side of the House. It was
public after you have made them. Their research ability igood to see familiar faces around Parliament House, includ-
something that we all ought to appreciate. ing members opposite, in this forty-ninth Parliament.

| thank the Opposition for being so cooperative. In my  On a personal basis, | also express some regret in relation
short time in this Parliament | have never known a group oto the members who lost their seats and are not back in this
people who were prepared to be so bipartisan, but I know fulParliament. | know that most of them have already found
well that that has very little chance of lasting past today. rewarding careers. | certainly hope that the new members of
hope there is a new spirit of bipartisanship because, a@8arliament—and | know this is so—have found the more
someone said to me a long time ago in this place, we need @xperienced members very helpful; | also hope that members
Opposition to make up the numbers and, as long as you haw this side in particular can look forward to a long career in
the numbers on your side, that is all that matters; and that Barliament. | wish everyone a merry and a safe Christmas and
fundamentally correct. | look forward to seeing everyone next year.

| take this opportunity to wish all members and their
families a happy Christmas. Please drive very carefully MrMcEWEN (Gordon): | call on this Parliament to
because we want the numbers on both sides to be fundametelebrate Christmas and all that means in a Christian society.
tally the same after Christmas and the New Year. | wish all call on this Parliament to celebrate the successes of the past
members a very happy New Year and the best of whatevéwo weeks—not the successes of Parties but the successes of
you are aiming for in the future. the Parliament. At the end of the day, what we achieve we

achieve as a Parliament. | ask members to celebrate those

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): This  successes. | wish you a merry Christmas and an interesting
responsibility is new to me, so | apologise in advance if Inew year.
forget anyone. We have had a very quick two weeks of this
first new Parliament. We have had an opening of Parliament Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | would also like to extend
and we have processed quite a lot of legislation, and that h&easons greetings and best wishes to all the staff and helpers
put a great deal of pressure on everyone. Some new membavBo have been enumerated by the Deputy Leader with
have perhaps wondered how anything is ever done in thiespect to those who carry out the functions of this Parliament
place, and the reason that anything does get done is due to taed usually ensure that we do not foul up the rest of the State
assistance of the Parliament House staff. by our deliberations. The functions of this Parliament could

First, | would like to thank you, Mr Speaker, for the not be performed without their magnificent assistance.
fairness and the grace under pressure with which you have | also extend my very best wishes to all members present
handled the sometimes rowdy members on both sides of trend their families in particular, who have to put up with the
House, and also the Deputy Speaker, who has cooperatedasy strange working hours of their partners or spouses and
well. who wonder at times whether they do have a partner. |

The Hon. M.D. Rann: It's a new broom. particularly offer my thanks to the members for Spence and

Ms HURLEY: That is right. We also have thgansard  Elder: | have appreciated over the recent weeks their sending
staff to thank. | am sure new members have already discovne white lilies, but would you mind not sending the horse’s
ered the talent of thidansardstaff in rendering many of our head in the bed as well? | have got the message: there is no
speeches into coherent contributions for the record. need to decapitate every horse in the State of South Australia

Also | thank Parliamentary Counsel, whom | am surejust for my benefit.
members find very helpful and professional and who do the | extend to you, Sir, as Speaker of the House, my very best
job extremely well; the staff of the Parliamentary Library, aswishes. | think you will do an outstanding job: already you
the Deputy Premier said, and the research assistants, who &a&ve shown a great deal of wisdom in your rulings and a great
very helpful and who from time to time produce papers thatleal of forbearance towards the unruly members on the
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Government side. | have taken heed of your very good words From my own point of view, | thank members for their
of advice and, as you will note, you have not warned me tesupport over the past two weeks. | have appreciated the
this stage. | also congratulate the Deputy Speaker on higentiments and welcome into the Chair that you have
elevation to those lofty heights. | was very pleased that hexpressed. | wish you all and your families a happy Christmas
was returned to this Parliament. On election night | thoughtand a very relaxing and enjoyable break over the Christmas
‘My God: we are going to have a Democrat in this place asand new year period so that we all come back fortified in
well,” and that would have been too much to bear: three ifFebruary next year.

one House and one or two down here. | would even put up - as the House has agreed to a change of commencement
with the member for MacKillop, because at least | knowgate for February, with the indulgence of the House, I direct
where he is: he is with the Liberals. | would have beenyat private members’ business which has been placed on the

extremely sorry if the Deputy Speaker had been consigned {Qotice Paper for Thursday 12 February be put down for 19
running his cafe on the top of Mount Lofty. February.

| extend my commiserations to the member for Mawson;
I know how it feels. It does get better over time; you just have
to learn to have a bloody long memory. | wish all members

here and their families in particular all the very best for gtATUTES AMENDMENT (HOLDFAST SHORES)
Christmas and the new year. BILL

Motion carried.

The SPEAKER: My role in debating this motion is to The Legislative Council intimated that it had agreed to the
speak on behalf of the staff. On their behalf, | thank member commerg1dations of the conference. g

for the sentiments they have expressed. We have a particular-

ly dedicated staff in this building; many of us may not realise

how many staff do work here. They work long hours and ADJOURNMENT

have to put up with 47 different personalities and different

demands upon them, but | know that they appreciate the At 11.45 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 17
sentiments that have been expressed tonight. February at 2 p.m.



