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Administrative and Information Services. This team is supported by
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY country regional staff based in four country locations. This ensures

a strategic approach to gain maximum compliance with the safety

Tuesday 24 March 1998 rules.
Y The RWS&T Industry team carries out proactive work at

. transport depots and undertakes road side targeted activities either
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at independently or in conjunction with Police, Transport Inspectors

2 p.m. and read prayers. and interstate authorities. A current project for this team involves
explaining the dangerous goods transport responsibilities to
QUESTIONS consignors to assist them to comply with the legislation and enhance

transport safety. Country regional staff of the department also

. ; ; ; participate in these activities and provide a regional presence and
The SPEAKER: | q;:ect th.:-}t tge df.ollcl)t\;vmgd wrgter] %{lforcement capability.
answers to questions without notice be distributed and printed |, respect to industry liaison, the RWS&T Team has links with

in Hansard the transport industry through the South Australian Road Transport
Association (SARTA), the Truck Operators Association, member-
DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES (TRANSPORT OF ship of the South Australian Law Enforcement Liaison Group and
DANGEROUS GOODS) AMENDMENT BILL is actively represented on the Transport Training Advisory Board.
Further to this, the team is currently working with Workcover
In reply toMrs GERAGHTY (17 March). Corporation to establish an Industry Liaison Committee with key
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: stakeholders _ _
1. Bulk Licences These activities provide the basis for the Department’s enforce-

This Amendment Bill is the basis of the legislative structure for Ment strategy and priority will be given to dangerous goods issues
nationally uniform dangerous goods transport regulation as part Jp ensure that all sectors of industry are able to become familiar with
a larger transport reform process. As you correctly state, SoutH'€ transport reform package and state legislation.

Australia does not currently have a bulk vehicle licence scheme, but 4. Staffing . i

a nationally uniform scheme is envisaged by the transport reformy The Dangerous Substances Act and Regulations first addressed
package. Extensive consultation was undertaken during thie transportof dangerous goods in 1981. Since then the Australian
development of the reform package and, in addition, the NationdPangerous Goods Code has been revised several times resulting in
Road Transport Commission developed a Regulation Impadflis current national dangerous goods transport reform package.
Statement on this issue. The conclusion of this study was that onjccordingly no additional dangerous goods transport authorised
uniformed bulk vehicle operator (vehicles) licensing was justified Officers will be appointed. The enforcement and industry liaison task
Other options such as mandatory accreditation, package transpdfongoing. Within the department there are 36 general inspectors
licence, and ‘no licence’ were considered and analysed to assess th\‘-)’}nose duties include the transport of dangerous goods. In addition,
potential to enhance safety, balanced with their cost and othé¥ther staff, such as investigation officers (working with award and
factors. It was concluded that these options were not desirable #¥ages issues) also participate in targeted audit and road side
viable inspection projects.

Accordingly, it is planned to introduce bulk vehicle operator _ Field inspectors are supported by technical, professional and
(vehicle) licensing into South Australia in a structured and planned@dministrative staff who provide a range of licensing and profession-
manner. Regulations to achieve this are currently under consideratighassessment and support for complex transport issues and national

and issues such as notification prior to licensing as a transition&Rison with other States. . . .
process are being investigated. A function of the amendment Bill is the automatic appointment

2. Education and Training of Police Officers as authorised officers for dangerous goods

This issue may be divided into two categories, formal trainingtransport. This provides scope for a long term improvement as
and informal training. Formal training refers to approved trainingSUitable training is provided to police officers and dangerous goods
courses and the necessity for the applicant to be recognised {nsport work becomes a relatively routine part of the duties of road
government whereas informal training refers to training required agased police officers. o i
a duty under legislation but the courses are not approved by 5. Road Trains and Radioactive Material _
government and the participant does not submit information to No comment s offered on these issues because they fall outside
Government. the jurisdiction of the Amendment Bill.

Informal dangerous goods driver training has been required since ! trust that these comments are of assistance and reassure you that
1981 when dangerous goods transport was first regulated in Sougivery effort is being made to continue the development of safe
Australia. In 1984 formal approval of bulk drivers was introducedtransport of dangerous goods by both liaison and industry assistance
and process of training, granting of authorisation and renewal hagnd legislative enforcement programs. Should you require further
been refined ever since to ensure that a minimum of disruption igformation please contact Mr Barry Wheeler, Manager, Dangerous
caused to the driver. Substances Branch, who will be pleased to provide further detail or,

Since 1984 a nationally accepted bulk driver curriculum has beeft the appropriate time, give a full briefing on the proposed draft
developed and this operates at two levels. Firstly, most Soutfegulations which will follow this amendment Bill.

Australian bulk drivers are trained by two training agencies who are

accredited by the Accreditation Registration Council of South Inreply toMr LEWIS (17 March).

Australia under the Vocational Education Employment Training Act ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE:

. Further to this, several individual companies have their internal 1. Legislative format

bulk driver training accepted by the department for specific within ~ You have raised concern that the range of substances addressed
company bulk driver training. This arrangement for bulk driver by this legislation is ‘as prescribed by regulation’ and is thus beyond
training is consistent with other States of Australia and it is verythe control of Parliament.

important to note that the government authority/licence given to | believe that there are several issues relevant to this matter, and
successful applicants is mutually recognised and accepted nationalfgr this particular circumstance the most important is that of

The transport reform package retains the formal bulk driverinternational consistency.
training (licence) and extends informal training duties to all tasks Dangerous goods legislation is best considered to address those
related to dangerous goods transport. These tasks include packirsgibstances and chemicals which present an immediate danger. There
consigning, loading of dangerous goods, preparing shippings a long history of legislation addressing these products primarily
documents and maintaining vehicles (in respects of dangeroustroduced because public safety legislation was necessary to curb
goods). Accredited training agencies will offer suitable training inaccidents and incidents common to that period. For example,
these areas but those companies with sufficient resources will be atdgplosives legislation was first introduced very early in South
to arrange internal training. Australia’s settlement and flammable liquid regulation followed soon

3. Monitoring and Enforcement after. In the period before electric light it was all too common for

Transport related matters including dangerous goods transpaddrge fires to start in city-based kerosene warehouse storage.
are dealt with on a state-wide basis by the Retail, Wholesale, Storage From this history a classification system for dangerous goods
and Transport (RWS&T) Industry Team of the Department fordeveloped and this is now defined and maintained by the United
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Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous GoodSince then the Australian Dangerous Goods Code has been revised
Australia is now a member of this committee and can influence theeveral times and whilst in respect of legislative structure this
development of transport issues on behalf of government ancbvision is extensive the practical effect in industry is minimal. This
industry. The UN classification system is used by international aihistory of legislative evolution has ensured that the problems you
and sea dangerous goods regulation and in most countries, includingentioned have been avoided.

Australia, as the basis for land (and inland waterway) transportand  Secondly, all editions of the Australian Dangerous Goods Code
safe storage and handling regulation. Such international consisteneyid the current transport reform package were developed with
ensures that products may be transported by air, sea and land in agytensive liaison with key industry stakeholders. Australia has
country without hindrance. benefited from essentially nationally uniform dangerous goods

In order for legislation to operate efficiently and without transport requirements via the Australian Dangerous Goods Code for
confusion it is essential that industry and regulators can determinever 15 years due to the mutual efforts of government and industry.
which substance is subject to the legislation and that appropriat&ccordingly, there is a large industry ownership of the transport
controls are drafted for the various types of danger being addresseequirements in the national arena. In addition, this amendment Bill,
(eg, flammable liquids, poisons etc). This clarity is provided by aand provisions which will be the subject of regulations is the result
series of tests and classification criteria published by the Unitedf national microeconomic reform development in the transport
Nations and used internationally for dangerous goods legislationndustry and the provisions are subject to scrutiny and acceptance of
Further to this, common industrial chemicals are listed for rapid andhe national Ministerial Council Road Transport and the combined
easy reference to allow quick identification of those products. ThiSransport Ministers’ Council for transport issues within Australia.
product classification information and product listing is containedThese activities are also subject to review by the National Competi-
in approximately 500 pages of text, of which about 200 pages woultion Council as part of this States implementation of competition
be required in the Act if a complete listing of products were topolicy initiatives.
replace the current reference to regulations. _ 2. What is a Dangerous Substance (Dangerous Good)

Further to this, the information is scientifically based, and subject Dangerous goods legislation is best considered to address those
to continual refinement and change as more information becomegbstances and chemicals which present an immediate danger. There
available. Accordingly, the process of amendment if the informations a long history of legislation addressing these products primarily
were included in the Act would be most tedious and of such detaiintroduced because public safety legislation was necessary to curb
that it would soon be considered an imposition on the time ofaccidents and incidents common to that period. For example,
Parliament and a matter preventing the proper development of othekplosives legislation was first introduced very early in South

major issues important to the State. Australia’s settliement and flammable liquid regulation followed soon
2. Misuse of regulation after. In the period before electric light it was all too common for
In this instance | must reject your claim that the regulations mayarge fires to start in city-based kerosene warehouse storage.

be misused to the detriment of this State. From this history a classification system for dangerous goods

This amendment Act will be followed by appropriate regulationsdeveloped and this is now defined and maintained by the United
to ensure that the national transport reform package is implementegiations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.
in South Australia. Dangerous goods transport is one of severg@lustralia is now a member of this committee and can influence the
transport reform packages developed by the National Road Transpefévelopment of transport issues on behalf of government and
Commission (NRTC) as part of microeconomic reform of theindustry. The UN classification system is used by international air
national transport industry and, in accordance with the Commonand sea dangerous goods regulation and in most countries, including
wealth NRTC Act, the dangerous goods transport provisions wergustralia, as the basis for land (and inland waterway) transport and
subject to extensive consultation and final scrutiny by the nationadafe storage and handling regulation.

Ministerial Council for Road Transport. These developments form  As discussed in item 1 above, there is a large national infrastruc-
part of reform issues which are the subject of assessment by thgre monitoring developments in dangerous goods transport
National Competition Council as part of this State’s Competitionjegislation which helps to ensure that regulations which will

Policy commitments. accompany this Amendment Bill are suitable in scope and effect for

This national infrastructure and international aspect of Dangerougidustry in' South Australia in respects to their national and inter-
Goods via the United Nations sets the priorities of regulators an@lational operations.

industry for the betterment of South Australia. Further to this, the  geveral of the products you mentioned are indeed dangerous

State process which governs the making of regulations allows for thgoods, however I believe the key issue is the appropriateness of the
regulation to be disputed and rejected. regulation for the activity and quantity of product. For example, the
Whilst none of the above provides an absolute guarantee Q%Jantity of petrol kept in a domestic residence before a licence is
perfect legislation, I believe that the misuse of regulation you suggesequired is 120 litres, whereas 5 000 litres may be kept on a rural
will not occur. . property. These requirements have existed in South Australia for
3. Radioactive material ) many years and are not affected by this amendment Bill. In relation
As you correctly state, this issue is not relevant to this amendto transport, small quantities are exempted from the transport
ment Bill. Thank you for your summation and support on this matterregulation in the transport reform package; however, a general duty

4. Controlled Substances Act o of care exists. This is reflected in the care most supermarkets take
No comment is provided on this matter as it is separate to théo pack ‘chemicals’ in a different bag to foodstuff items for safe
amendment Bill. transport from shop to home.

I trust that these comments are of assistance and reassure you that| am quite confident that no revision of the classification of the
every effort is being made to continue the development of saféype of product which is subject to the dangerous goods transport
transport of dangerous goods by liaison and industry assistance afggjislation is necessary. Indeed, in order to gain the economic benefit
by legislative enforcement programs. Should you require furtheof national and international harmony and uniformity it is most
information please contact Mr Barry Wheeler, Manager, Dangerounportant that the criteria remain unchanged.

Substances Branch, who will be pleased to provide further detail or, 3. Self Regulation

at the appropriate time, give a full briefing on the proposed draft |nqustry self regulation is too large a topic to address in this

regulations which will follow this amendment Bill. letter. However, | advise that the Draft National Standard for the
Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods will be released by the

In reply toMr VENNING (17 March). National Occupational Health and Safety Commission (NOHSC) in
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: the near future and | recommend this document to you for comment

1. Impact of legislation from the rural perspective with consideration of the suitability of the

You have expressed concern that in some cases the legislatipnoposed controls and efficient implementation strategies. The
proves to be unworkable and that people may be hindered by treemendment Bill addresses national and international aspects of
application of the legislation. transport and the draft standard for storage and handling is expected

This amendment Bill has very positive attributes which | believeto help a similar type of review of these provision at national level.
will ensure that the dangerous goods transport reform package will The draft national standard will be accompanied by a draft
not operate in the manner you suggest. Approved Code of Practice. Approved codes are designed to provide

Firstly, this amendment Bill is largely a reorganisation of the practical guidance on how to meet the responsibilities required in the
duties and technical responsibilities which industry have met sincegislation but they allow flexibility on the method to achieve that
dangerous goods transport legislation was first introduced in 198%kafety outcome. Whilst this is not ‘self regulation’ as you recommend
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the ACOP model is likely to be adopted in dangerous substancesaiting lists expand. It would see the purchasing of much
legislation for safety issues in storage and handling and youpeeded new equipment either delayed or halted. It would see

comments on this are of interest to NOHSC and departmental sta ;
| trust that these comments are of assistance and reassure you t rk on much needed hospital upgrades shelved. Health care

every effort is being made to continue the development of saf@cross the board would have to be wound back. This compro-
transport of dangerous goods by liaison and industry assistance amises people’s lives in a way we cannot allow and | believe
by legislative enforcement programs. Should you require furtheft removes a basic right—and we cannot allow that either,

information please contact Mr Barry Wheeler, Manager, Dangerou ; P
Substances Branch, who will be pleased to providefurtherdetailo?Speclally when it is money the Federal Government can

at the appropriate time, give a full briefing on the proposed draféfford to spend.

regulations which will follow this amendment Bill The fact is that the offer from the Commonwealth is on an
eroded base. It does not take into account that over the past
HEALTH AGREEMENT four years there has been a drift from the private health

system to the public hospital system of nearly 80 000 people.
A The initial five-year agreement put in place by the former

a ng\}gréilaitgg ment. Keating Government made absolutely no provision for that
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The events in Canberra last drift from the private health system, bringing about today’s

Friday deserve an explanation being given to the House. The reumstance.

can be summed up in one sentence: is or is not qualit ; . i
readily available health care a basic right in Australia? health spending whilst at the same time the Commonwealth

Members interjecting: spending has increased by only $13 million per year. The
The SPEAKER: Order! Commonwealth is going into a surplus over the next three
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The States argue that it most budgets of $2.5 billion, $5.6 billion and $9.7 billion respec-
definitely is, but the Commonwealth, through the fundingtively. Health expenditure is a matter of policy choice. That
package that it has offered the States, has clearly indicatdtfS ot seen as essential expenditure by the Commonwealth
that it does not see its responsibility in the same light. Rathef$ incomprehensible. . _ N
health care is to be a lottery. Health care is not a game of The facts are that today in Australia general practitioners
chance. Life should not be reduced to this. That the Commorf:an only get one in five of their patients admitted to hospital
wealth can continue to behave in this way is unacceptableWhen they ask for a bed. That is unacceptable. Itis also the
| have spoken before about the question of balance iflderly who suffer most. The generation which has contri-
making political decisions. In stressed financial times, that i®uted most to the Australian taxation system is now getting
not always easy. Everyone is asked to make sacrifices at subl}f least out of it just when it needs it. That, too, is unaccept-
times, but equally there must be a limit. There must be socidible. Itis people over 55 who make up more than 40 per cent
responsibility in Government policy as well as financial Of patients using the public health system. They ought not to
responsibility. A healthy budget line is not something to pabe treated as second-(;lass citizens, and the States ought not
proud of if it comes at the expense of people’s healtht© k?e starve_d of essential funds becausc_e Feder_al Government
delivers pain and creates fear in the elderly. Today, that iBolicy on private health care has been ineffective.
exactly what is happening in Australia through the Common- As | have indicated, in South Australia alone nearly
wealth’s intransigence on health funding. There is suffering$0 000 people have dropped out of private health cover in the
and there is fear in the elderly within the community. Topast four years. Across Australia that figure is more than one
accept what the Federal Government has offered the Statgillion. All these people are now using the public health
would be to see that increase. system, as is their basic right, but we just do not have the
The States decided it was time, once and for all, to take gnoney to care for them. For example, using methodology that
stand. The States do not walk out of a Premiers’ Conferendé accepted by the Commonwealth, we have ascertained that
lightly. It was not theatrics: it was desperation. It was not then this State the additional direct cost to our health system of
fit of pique the Prime Minister sought to portray it as, and itthese additional people is $51.4 million. At the same time, the
was not, as the Prime Minister said today, ‘a foolish action’—revenue reduction from services on which private insurance
far from it. impacts has been $73.3 million. No compensation for these
The States have a responsibility to look after those whampacts on our finances has been provided by the
elect them to office and it was, quite simply, time for the Commonwealth.
Premiers and Chief Ministers to indicate in the strongestway We are being continually expected to deliver more with
possible that there is a limit to the financial pain the Statefess, in real terms. That is the situation which led to the
will accept and that there has to be a halt to the physical paiRremiers and Chief Ministers maintaining that we require at
this translates into from the lack of health services we ar¢east additional funding of $1.1 hillion, established by the
able to offer the community. Health Ministers in their meetings over the course of the past
It was time to say that being offered just half the moneytwo to three months. We have to get that additional funding.
we needed to provide health care when patients require it wage know our figures are right, and we know that we are not
a gross insult to the community. It was time to say also thaiemanding a cent more than is required. The States are now
it was an offer so deficient, so out of touch with what isworking together to progress this impasse. | stress the

needed in our health system, that it was positively dangerougorking together, because this is far too important an issue
to the health of all Australians reliant on public healthto give in on.

service.
Make no mistake: to have accepted an extra $2.9 billion FIREARMS
over the next five years, where $5.5 billion was asked for
would be to see not just wards but whole hospitals progres- The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make
sively shut in some other States. In South Australia, it wouldh ministerial statement.
definitely bring about permanent ward closures. It would see Leave granted.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make

We as a State have put an extra $77 million per year into
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The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Gun control is as emotive as it administrative nature so long as the high level of community
is important. The loss and suffering from Port Arthur is notprotection in South Australia that presently exists is main-
something any of us can forget; nor should we. The events &ained.

Port Arthur signalled that enough was enough in relation to  South Australia has indicated that it is examining possible
guns. So, while they can never forget those images, eveslight changes to what was originally proposed. | stress that
South Australian should feel secure that this Government haw decision has been made, and | will explain why this

a solid and never wavering commitment to gun control. Myexamination is occurring by simply giving two examples. The
Government is determined to continue to do everythindirst relates to field and game clubs. Such clubs were denied
possible to strictly confine gun use and gun type to those whaccess to semi-automatic weapons while the Australian Clay
have a legitimate requirement to own and use specififarget Association was given access under strict controls. Yet
firearms. We want to guard against ever again seeing theach group operates under the same principles, the same
widespread availability of semiautomatic weapons; a situatioextraordinarily strict guidelines and the same determination
which, there can be no argument, led to the tragedy at Potthat guns must only be in safe hands. This has been a matter
Arthur. of much controversy for sporting shooters, particularly in the

But there are issues that must be resolved if gun contrdead-up to the Olympics. Members of each group strive for
within Australia is to be uniform. The Prime Minister's media Olympic perfection.
statements last Friday on the subject of uniform legislation Some States, which were slower than South Australia to
were not accurate. The local and some of the national medjaut their legislation in place—Queensland, Western Australia
statements also continue to be inaccurate and misleadingnd the Northern Territory—were persuaded by the lobbying
despite the information given to them by governments. It i9f their field and game clubs that they too should be exempt-
this confusion which | want to deal with today. | want to dealed to ensure fairness for all accredited gun clubs. This move
with it, because it is causing deep concern in the communityaised no community anger then or now. Who is right and
where there should be none. Today Australia does not hawgho is wrong in that decision is what must now be considered
uniform gun laws. | repeat: Australia does not have uniformby Police Ministers and by all Premiers and Chief Ministers
gun laws. Whatever the people of Australia have been led taworking toward the end result of national uniform gun laws.
believe and whatever members of this Parliament may The other example is the 28 day waiting period for
believe, Australia has never had completely uniform gurapproval to acquire a second or subsequent firearm. Some
laws. Uniform gun laws were indeed the desire of the PriméStates have determined that it is an added but unnecessary
Minister after the Port Arthur tragedy. But he and hispiece of red tape for a second and subsequent gun licence and
Government, despite their continuing public comments to théas no useful purpose. The argument is that, once the first 28
contrary, are very well aware that it never happened. It shoulday waiting period before taking possession of a gun has been
have—no argument—but it did not. fulfilled, an identical security check on the same person takes

What happened is that different States and Territories wemtnly a few days in relation to subsequent acquisition.
away and constructed their own legislation in ways that There is no way any applicant could build an arsenal as a
translated the Prime Minister's demands into a form mostesult of reducing the 28 day period for a second or subse-
acceptable within their own communities. That has led tayuent weapon. The checks are the same, they simply take less
schemes which are no longer uniform and raises issues whitime because all the major paperwork was done the first time.
ought now be resolved. They must be resolved, because of tiAg¢ present, South Australia provides for a discretion to waive
ease of crossing State and Territory borders to avoid onerotise 28 days. Since September 1996, 24 permits have been
laws. This is one area where to have anything less thaissued in South Australia in less than 28 days: two were for
uniform law is a mockery. As long as that is the way gunnational championships and the others were for employment
laws remain in Australia, there is the very real risk that guror urgent agricultural reasons. Most other jurisdictions allow
laws will over time be watered down. | do not want to see anysome discretion. So, it needs to be understood that, across
watering down of gun laws. For whatever reason in the pashustralia, the 28 day waiting period for second and subse-
few weeks, the Prime Minister in his public statements hagjuent guns is not inflexible. These two examples illustrate the
not acknowledged the reality of our present situation, as havaéiscrepancies across Australia.

not most of the media apart from thustralian and the There is absolutely no reason why these issues should not
MelbourneAge both of which have produced intelligent be debated. | would hope that, when South Australians see
analysis of the differing gun laws across the nation. that there are no uniform gun laws and accept that we must

If we are to have uniform gun laws, as | strongly believework to achieve uniformity, they will understand the
we should, it must be decided which jurisdiction’s legislationGovernment’'s position. At this point we are willing to
is the most effective and workable. In doing that it should beconsider all points of view on these two issues. It should be
remembered that there has been no criticism to date of lawwmted that the Prime Minister has so far not made any
in Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern Territorygriticism of the gun laws in States and Territories which are
yet there was criticism of Victoria when it decided to different from ours. So, as | have said, the debate now is
introduce changes to bring it into line with those otherabout what laws presently in existence become the national
administrations. There has also been criticism of Ministeuniform gun laws.
Evans’s comments in South Australia. Thatis grossly unfair. The ambit claim of the gun lobby in South Australia—the
How can one say one is watering down gun laws when th82 amendments they presented to the South Australian
other laws were not criticised? We cannot, and it is illogical police—have not been seen by me. However, | want to
Either we move to their position, they move to ours, or we allreinforce here today that, from what | have heard about them,
find an appropriate balance. That must happen before we cado not accept them in any shape or form. However, the gun
have uniform gun laws. That is why, while | am adamantlobby remains no different from any other interest group in
there will be no watering down of the substantive provisionsour community in that it has a right to put its case to elected
in our gun law, | cannot say there will be no changes of amgovernment. It asked to put its case, it did that and it has been
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turned down. In finishing, | will repeat what | said earlier. We STATE ECONOMY

do not have uniform gun laws. We must. It is the Govern-

ment’s view that this should evolve from discussion with  Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier explain the
interest groups, community debate and ultimately consideramifications to the State’s budget of Government policy
ation by the Australian Police Ministers’ Conference,which demands no new taxes, vastly increased infrastructure

Premiers, Chief Ministers and the Prime Minister. spending, across the board pay rises and no asset sales?
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The question tends to summa-
PAPERS TABLED rise the position of the Labor Party. On our Opposition
benches in South Australia we see a Party devoid of any real
The following papers were laid on the table: policy substance, depth or direction. Let us just take some of
By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H. the statements of the Leader of the Opposition. In recent
Armitage)— weeks, he has said:
South Australia doesn’t need more taxes to get the State going:

Police Act—Commissioner for Police, Directions to—

Operations Intelligence Division itneeds less.

So the Leader of the Opposition wants one fewer tax. He said
also that, if he were to introduce new taxes or increase taxes
beyond inflation, he would resign. He is not in the position

By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services and
Training (Hon. M.R. Buckby)—

Bank Mergers (South Australia) Act—Regulations— of having to exercise that policy, but he—
St George/Advance Members interjecting:
By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call.
and Regional Development (Hon. R.G. Kerin)— The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:—also said that Labor would
South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Board— require that each year net State debt be reduced in real terms,
Report, 1996-97. nominal terms and a percentage of GST. That means no new
taxes and an absolute reduction in debt in South Australia.
Where does the policy combination come from? What are the
QUESTION TIME e

components of this policy? On what basis is it drawn
together? He is just a political contortionist. He does not have
The SPEAKER: | advise the House that the Minister for a policy direction. If you put together a range of statements
Education and Children’s Services will take questions thabf the Leader of the Opposition, you see that they just simply
would otherwise be directed to the Minister for Youth anddo not add up. Let me go on to remind the House of state-
Employment. ments made by the Leader about taking down taxes: he wants
to reduce the tax level. The Leader of the Opposition has said
WORKSKIL INC. that he will create tax-free zones without payroll tax, land tax
and stamp duty. So, we will forgo revenue across a range of
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): ~ zones in the State.
Given the illness of the Minister for Employment, | directmy  He has also made a commitment or a promise, which he
guestion to the Premier. Does the Premier have full confiwould never have to fulfil, that he would deliver a 40 per cent
dence in the current management of Workskil, and whacut to BAD tax even though he concedes publicly (on 2
action is the Government taking to ensure that people in thdanuary on 5AN) that this would mean $20 million in revenue
western suburbs will not be disadvantaged by the decision dbérgone. Where will he make up the revenue forgone? At the
the Howard Government to award a contract to replacsame time, the Leader of the Opposition has been on the
the CES, worth up to $10 million, to Workskil Inc. in airwaves saying that Labor’s focus is on jobs, rebuilding
Edwardstown which is now in financial trouble? schools, hospitals and more police. He says he will create an

Workskil Inc., which has been awarded the contract ti@dditional 1300 jobs in police, education, health and
carry out work previously done by the CES in the westerr£!Sewhere in the Public Service.
suburbs, is reported to have been unable to afford phone bills Members interjecting:
or staff superannuation, to have no disabled access and to be The SPEAKER: The member for Elder.
unable to afford to purchase a BMW car it offered as first The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: So, we are going to reduce
prize in its own fund-raising lottery. The Opposition has beertaxes, we will bring down the level of debt and we will
informed that tickets were $200 each, and some refunds weracrease the size of the Public Service by 1 300 people. This
made as late as today. Unemployment is running as high awould be about $60 million or $70 million.
15.3 per cent in certain parts of the western suburbs, and Members interjecting:
young people in particular need confidence in the agencies The SPEAKER: Order! The Opposition will come to
that serve them. order.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The honourable memberis ~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: All | pose to him is how he
correct in saying that Workskil has been working as a trainingroposes to meet those commitments—how, and with what?
provider and a broker for some years. This issue was reported Ms Hurley interjecting:
in the Federal Parliament yesterday: itis a Federal issue. We The SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader will come to order.
have not as yet been informed of the facts. We have seen a The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The simple fact is that it is
report in theAdvertiser—and the Leader of the Opposition further evidence that the Leader of the Opposition does not
obviously got his question from thidvertiser We are  have a coherent policy thrust or direction. The Labor Party
seeking further facts on this matter from the Federal Governis absolutely devoid of how to manage South Australia now
ment and, on receiving those facts, we will provide an answeand in the future. It builds on its track record of the past. If
to the House. you add to that—
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Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, on my According to the Communication Workers Union the 50
reading of Erskine May, the Premier is not responsible to th&ictorian-based Telstra workers will continue to be flown

House for the policies of the Opposition. into Adelaide to carry out the same work that could be
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not uphold the point of order performed by the 50 South Australian-based workers.

in the context of the Premier’s reply— The Hon. JJW. OLSEN: Once again the Opposition
Members interjecting: ignores the other side of the coin. Telstra has created 50 jobs

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will come to order. | in the past four weeks in South Australia. Just telephone
do not uphold the point of order in the context of the Telstra and get confirmation of the fact that 50 jobs have been
Premier’s reply. Certainly, he is not responsible for Opposi<created by that organisation in South Australia in the past four
tion policy but, in this particular response, the member is noweeks. There are three proposals before the Government for
yet straying from the context of the question asked. Telstra to expand its operations, consolidate and employ more

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | would have thought that the in South Australia. What the Deputy—
public forum of the Parliament was an appropriate place to Mr Clarke interjecting:
debate policies argued by the Opposition as to the answer for The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | was going to say the Deputy
South Australia. They simply are not the answer for SoutH.eader, but | forgot that he had moved down the bench.
Australia. We saw the Labor Party’s stewardship of the Members interjecting:

Treasury benches in this State. That stewardship over 10 or The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: He is going to move back up

11 years, despite warnings, brought about the financiadgain, is he? | look forward to his moving back up because
debacle of the State Bank collapse in this State. Despite tHee keeps demonstrating why he ought to be the Deputy
warnings, they did nothing about it. We will progressively Leader rather than where he is. The other point that ought to
work through and fix the problem in this State, as indeed wée borne in mind is that 40 of those Telstra workers have
are. But we have the Leader of the Opposition suggesting théaken a voluntary separation package. Indeed, it was a
he will cut areas of Government expenditure—for exampleprogram of some four years ago that now has completed its
he will scrap three Government departments. How do yolife. Of the 50 people who have been flown in from Victoria,
scrap three Government departments yet increase the sizetbé same provisions apply to them as to the South Australian
the Public Service by 1 300 people? It is an equation that doegorkers. Let us get the ledger square.

not equate. Neither does reducing taxes and making commit- In the past three or four weeks 50 jobs have been created
ments. by Telstra in South Australia and three proposals are

The Leader of the Opposition likes to go on radio and sagurrently before the Government to expand its work force and
that he would propose that we get rid of BAD. We would like operations in this State. | assure the member for Ross Smith
to get rid of BAD tax too, but the simple fact is that there isthat we will continue to pursue job opportunities, consolida-
not the basis to do so, with the financial circumstances wition and expansion of operations as we have done in the past.
which we are faced in South Australia. What we have is
‘media Mike’, with the 10 second grab, putting in place NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY
policies on the run to meet the audience of the moment. But, ) ) )
when you put the policies together, there is no coherency to Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Premier advise the
it: there is no formula; there is no alternative: and there is ngiouse how competition policy and the operation of the
substance of an alternative policy for South Australia in thdVational Competition Council are influencing Government

future. policy and, in particular, indicate any impact it may have on
Members interjecting: South Australia’s shop trading hours review?
The SPEAKER: Order! Members Interjecting: .
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call.
The SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader— The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader of the Opposition
might laugh, as he did the other day when the ministerial

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: .
The SPEAKER: | caution {he h(?nourable Leader. statement was made. It was Federal Labor policy—COAG—

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: that put in place competition principles. It was his mate Paul

The SPEAKER: If the honourable Leader continues to <€ating and Fred Hilmer who put in place the competition
interject while | am cautioning him, I will name him on the policies, signed off by. t.he Premiers around Aqstraha. So, the
spot. The honourable member for Ross Smith. Le?der of the Opposition full well knoyvs the Impact of the

national competition policy. For convenient political purposes
TELSTRA WORKERS he now wants to distance himself from basic Labor policy.
At least that Labor Government had a policy or two. The

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Will the Premier demand Labor Opposition in this State has no policies, as it demon-
that his Federal Liberal colleagues protect South Australiagtrates day by day. The Leader of the Opposition said in
jobs by ensuring 60 South Australian-based workers to bElansardon 31 May 1995:
retrenched from Telstra’s network design and construction | will let you know what my position is on this—
erot at Kidman Park on 1 July 'ghis year receive preferencgis is shop trading hours—
in employment over the 50 Victorian Telstra workers who argy; sosition now is the same as it was when | was Minister for
flown into Adelaide from Victoria each month performing the Business. The simple fact is that, if you want Sunday trading, that
same work as those South Australian employees who aie fine, but get the agreement of the union, the workers, small
facing the sack? business and big business.

Some 50 Telstra workers have been flown into Adelaid& hat was the quote of the now Leader of the Opposition. In
for three weeks out of every four for the past two years taelation to competition policy, | refer the Leader of the
supplement work carried out in country South Australia andOpposition—and well he might embarrassingly laugh—to the
the Northern Territory by Telstra’s Kidman Park depot.speech of Graeme Samuel in Perth warning the Court
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Government in the past few weeks that shopping hours is laonourable member would not expect me to put it on the
key issue upon which they will be making judgment aboutable today and, appropriately, we would not be indicating at
competition payments to the States. The sign-off of theany stage what the price range might be. Price is only one
agreement between the Commonwealth and the States undactor. | draw to the attention of the member for Hart the
the COAG agreement for the disbursement of $1 015 milliorAuditor-General’s Report of last December which identified
over the next nine years is dependent on a range of issuesmeas of risk, involving not only competition payments to
Even if we get 19 out of the 20 right and in one out of 20 youwhich | have referred but also entry into the national electrici-

do not meet the competition principles— ty market.
The Hon. M.D. Rann: What about the Casino? | also draw to the attention of the member for Hart the fact
The SPEAKER: Order! that Tom Sheridan in his report also identified the areas of
The Hon. M.D. Rann: You said last week that you were risk. He recommends that the reduced dividend flow in the
going to be tough. forward estimates be reduced from $215 million a year to

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader is perilously close $150 million (at a minimum). On Mr Sheridan’s advice,
to being named for consistently interjecting when the Chaig65 million of annual revenue would be taken out of the
has called him to order. forward estimates. So, the risk in terms of reduced dividend

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Despite the inane comments of flow is quite dramatic and high not only as evidenced by the
the Leader of the Opposition, he might note that the NCC haseport to the Government initially last December-January but
reconsidered its position on the Casino as a result of this issu#so confirmed by Mr Sheridan.
being taken up with the NCC by this State and other States. There is also the risk of participating in a national
We will see what the outcome is, because that very point iglectricity market and the risk in terms of being not a price-
being reconsidered right now. Change in terms of an antimaker but a price-receiver in terms of participation in that
competitive nature of any type, which has on it a legislativenational electricity market together with the impact of the
restriction, will be the subject of assessment. Under th@iverlink coming on stream and the implications that will

COAG agreement, as a State, we must— have for South Australia. Mr Sheridan also refers in his report
Mr Conlon interjecting: to the need to upgrade current infrastructure, the cost of
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elder will come - applying that, and whether that would best be provided by the

to order. private sector rather than a Government monopoly.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: There is the real Leader-in-  Allin all, the Sheridan report clearly underscores and ticks
waiting. The interesting thing about the Opposition— off the Government's policy direction. | note that the original
Members interjecting: meetings were cancelled, but if the member for Hart wants

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. to pick up the request for further information, we will go
There are far too many interjections on my left. | am verypack. If he does not cancel the meetings all the time at short
close to warning several members, with the consequences thgstice, we will provide him with a briefing on what these
are attached to that, and that of course will take time out ofeports contain. The Sheridan report is clear, irrefutable
Question Time. The honourable Premier. further evidence that the policy thrust that the Government

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The hypocrisy of members is taking is absolutely essential for South Australia now and
opposite never ceases to amaze me. They are opposeditahe future.

privatisation, but the would-be Leader, the member for pempers interjecting:
Kaurna, has bought shares in Telstra. Good luckto him, 1do 1o spPEAKER: Order!
not mind that, but given the opposition to it by members ' '
opposite | am surprised that he would fly in the face of Party
policy and take shares. Other members are clearly keeping YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

their eye on the Leader of the Opposition. But the simple fact 1 HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite):  Will the Minister for

is that consistent policy direction in meeting the reqUirementﬁducation Children’s Services and Training inform the
of COAG is important. Whilst the Leader of the Opposition ,,se of the outcome of the meeting of Ministers for Youth

might play petty politics, there are more important underlying, pg, ast week concerning the reporting of youth employ-
principles at stake: that is, the importance for us to securfqnt statistics?

competition payments now and in the future. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: One of the main causes of

ELECTRICITY. PRIVATISATION negativity among youth these days is that they perceive that
' about 30 per cent of young people in South Australia are
Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the ungmploye_d._That is not a true statistic because_o_f the way in
Premier. Does the Government have a minimum price that Which statistics are reported. Last week, Minister Hall
will accept for the sale of ETSA and Optima, and is that priceattended a Youth Ministers’ conference in Perth at which it
budget positive or is the Government prepared to sell at ¥as agreed by a!l Ministers around Australia t.hat in future
loss? The Government's Sheridan report has found that a sdi0 sets of statistics on youth unemployment will be referred
price of $4 billion will return net budgetary savings of only to when being considered by Parliament.
$29 million per annum, even after allowing for reduced The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
dividends of $150 million per annum, and that a sale at a The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: That included the New South
price of $3.5 billion or less will result in a budgetary loss. Wales Labor Minister, as the Premier says. Both sets of
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Conveniently, the member for statistics will be produced, one taking into account all 15 to
Hart picks the minimum. If he looked at the maximum of that19 year olds and the other those 15 to 19 year olds who are
range, he would come up with a figure of about $297 million.actually seeking work, because the figures are very different.
The question was whether we have a minimum price. Ofn South Australia, the number of young people aged
course, the Government has a minimum price, but théetween 15 and 19 who are not studying or in part-time
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employment but who are actually seeking full-time work isopportunities in this State. That is what we said, and consis-
8.6 per cent. tently we will continue to say it because it happens to be fact.
In February, the ABS reported that of the 99 000 SouthA total of $800 million each year goes on paying the interest
Australians aged between 15 and 19 almost 65 000 are fulbn this State’s debt, principally brought about by the incom-
time students, about 22 000 are employed, and 8 500 are npétence of the former Labor Government in South Australia.
in work or are looking for full-time employment. The The member for Hart might want to distance the current
alternative measure of 8.6 per cent uses the full-time uneni-abor Party from the previous Labor Government in South
ployment level as the denominator, but measures it as Australia, but he cannot because he happened to be a key
proportion of the youth population giving a true indication of adviser to the Premier in the former Labor Administration,
how many young people aged between 15 and 19 arand the Leader of the Opposition sat around the Cabinet table

unemployed. whilst we saw the demise and collapse of the State Bank. So,
Mr Conlon interjecting: the Emperor has no clothes, so to speak, in this circumstance.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elder willcome | will arrange a copy of the Sheridan report for those

to order. members in the House who would like to look at it, because

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Governmentis address- it dismantles the inference that the member for Hart is now
ing this issue, particularly in the area of small businesstrying to put to the House.
Under its small business scheme, the Government gives The true, accurate circumstances are contained in the
$4 000 to small businesses with a view to employing youndsheridan report, and | will make it available to any member
people: $2 000 in the first 12 months and a further $2 000 if the House who would like to read it and to look at the
the second 12 months. About 1 000 small businesses haegentext in which the member for Hart is now posing the
already applied for that funding. In addition, in addressing thejuestion. He does himself a great disservice and no creditin
unemployment of young people in this State, the Governmerierms of trying to promote the Opposition cause, which is
has provided 1 000 traineeships and a further 500 traineeshifitndamentally flawed. The position is that the Opposition has

in regional areas. no policy. It is thrashing around trying to dismantle it. As
each report comes out to support, after assessment, the policy
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION position we have taken, it shows the Labor Party for what it

o is in South Australia—an absolute vacuum in terms of policy.
Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the  Members interjecting:

Premier. Does the Government still believe that the sale The SPEAKER: Order!

of ETSA and Optima will give Government Ministers an

extra $2 million a day to spend given that the Government’s SA YES

Sheridan report shows that the sale of ETSA and Optima for

$4 billion is likely to reduce net interest payments only by ~ Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Could the Minister for
less than $80 000 a day on present interest rates? BetweenRducation, Children’s Services and Training outline to the

and 25 February— House new assistance available to young business men and
Members interjecting: women through the collaborative efforts of both the business
The SPEAKER: Order! community and our State Government?
Mr Atkinson interjecting: The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am pleased to inform the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence will House that there has been a new development for young
come to order. The member for Hart has the call. South Australian entrepreneurs. As part of the South Aust-

Mr FOLEY: Between 24 and 25 February, five Govern-ralian Employers Chamber of Commerce and Business
ment Ministers answered hypothetical questions about theision 2010 initiative, the South Australian youth entrepre-
sale of ETSA and what Ministers could do with an extraneurial scheme, or SA YES, has been established.
$2 million a day as a result of that sale. The Sheridan report Mr Clarke interjecting:
states that the sale of ETSA and Optima for $4 billion would The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Ross

improve the budget bottom line— Smith.
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: SA YES is evolving into a
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson. good partnership between the Chamber, the State Govern-

Mr FOLEY: —by only $20 million per year at current ment, local government and young South Australians. SA
interest rates, which equates to $80 000 a day and nMES aims to help youth employment by encouraging new
$2 million a day. entrepreneurial businesses headed by young people. Key

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The member for Hart has not elements of the scheme are leadership, community orientation
got his heart in this subject; he has a portfolio responsibilityand mentoring support provided to young entrepreneurs by
and he must front up with a series of questions. We know thaxperienced business people.
the member for Hart genuinely believes that this policy The initial target for the scheme is the City of Charles
direction being pursued by the Government is right. But, heSturt. The city will assist the project with important publicity,
has been given this shadow portfolio responsibility and hénformation, recruitment and identification of suitable
must make a reasonable fist of it. locations. Following meetings between coordinators of this

An honourable member interjecting: scheme and the Minister for Employment, SA YES has begun

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: I think it is well on the way to  working closely with Employment SA to ensure high levels
creating those difficulties for the member for Hart—difficul- of Government support for the scheme and particularly the
ties that have been evidenced in the past four months, | miglypoung entrepreneurs involved. Employment SA is working
add. The questions that we put to this House clearly demorwith the Chamber to establish ways in which they may
strated that, if you retired debt in South Australia, you wouldprovide the young people involved—
have $2 million a day to spend on a range of infrastructure Mr Atkinson interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Spence. develop their career potential for the benefit of not only
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: —with accredited training themselves but also all South Australians.
through their proposed business support and mentoring
process. In addition, Employment SA will be making self- PLAYFORD POWER STATION
starter grants available to eligible participants in the SA YES N )
program. The State Government provides young people aged Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Will
18 to 25, who have a clear business plan, with an appropriat8€ Premier confirm that plans, supported by Cabinet on
start-up grant of some $3 000 to assist in the establishmes2 December 1997, for the Riverlink transmission line to
of their own small business and up to $1 000 worth ofconnect South Australia with New South Wales are based on
mentoring support. | am pleased that the State Governmeftosing the Playford power station at Port Augusta? A review
has been able to join with the Chamber and local governmey Optima suggests that the Riverlink proposal is based on
in such a constructive partnership to help young Soutfhe need for 200 megawatts of additional capacity in South

Australians build a positive future for themselves and thigdustralia in the year 1999-2000 and the assumption that
State. Playford power station at Port Augusta will close when the

station’s environmental licence expires on 31 August 2000.
SCHRODERS The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: All those factors have
been taken into account in looking at the generating capacity
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Will for the State. There is nothing new in those. Itis also well and
the Premier now confirm that the Government, ETSA ortruly acknowledged that the power station in question has a
Optima last year commissioned the investment housaumber of environmentally detrimental features which are not
Schroders to report into future options for ETSA and Optimasuitable for the production of electricity into the third
including privatisation, and will he release that reportmillennium.
publicly? In response to a question on 10 December last year,
prior to the announcement that ETSA and Optima were to be TAFE ON-LINE COURSES
sold off, the Minister for Government Enterprises would not
confirm the existence of the Schroders report. The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Will the Minister for

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | will seek the information and Education, Children’s Services and Training provide
advise the House. information relating to the latest developments in the on-line

delivery of TAFE courses?
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | thank the member for Fisher
for his question, because it is important. TAFE in South

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Will the Minister ~ Australia is being particularly creative in the way it is
for Environment and Heritage advise the House of theadopting new technology. Before | go on to address the
specific progress that is being made by the agencies withimonourable member’s question | will mention one instance.
her portfolio to assist youth employment in this State? | visited Seymour College only two weeks ago and signed a

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The Government is pursuing memorandum of agreement between Douglas Mawson
youth employment with a great deal of determination and|nstitute and the college to provide a VET course in infor-
under the leadership of the Minister for Employment, thismation technology. | was advised by the Director of the
Government is approaching youth employment solutions ifdouglas Mawson Institute that this was the first of a large
a holistic and certainly integrated fashion. | share thenumber of schools that have signed up with Douglas Mawson
Minister’s strong view that youth employment is extremelyInstitute to undertake this VET IT course.
important, and | am very pleased to report advances in this It is great to see that our young people and TAFE are
area within my department. The Government has set working towards making this an IT smart State. TAFE in
medium-term target of 9.5 per cent of Government employeeSouth Australia is recognised as a national leader in on-line
in the public sector being 25 years and younger. | am vergducation, with over 100 learning modules currently available
pleased to report that within my own department, as avia the Internet and the World Wide Web. | congratulate our
December 1997, some 12 per cent of people were 25 yeaf#\FE staff: they are doing an excellent job in this area. There
or younger, that is, a total of 159 young people. are afurther 40 modules in development, and among the key

Many of these young people are graduates and includ&aining areas with on-line courses are small business,
46 trainees. Importantly, 15 of these trainee positions are iaquaculture, environmental management, management and
regional areas. Of the 46 trainees, three are of Abariginaccounting, electronics and information technology.
descent, and | welcome the unique skills and perspectives There is enormous potential here for the delivery of
they bring to our agency. | expect to see these figures increase-line courses. The regional centre is in Adelaide and many
as we develop youth employment within the agencies. | arsmaller regions are scattered throughout the State. On-line
further pleased to announce that special priority will be giverdelivery to our wider community in the country will enable
to extending the number of trainees in regional areas, and thgbung people and any other people in the country to take up
a special project team has been set up within the departmean IT course on-line through the Internet or through the Web.
to process this development. The team will examine barrierlt cuts down a great deal of paperwork dealing with move-
to employing youth and work actively to resolve any suchment between sectors, and the department has a goal of some
issues through the agency. 50 per cent of TAFE students undertaking a component of

Members will agree that this is, indeed, a very goodtheir training through on-line sources by the year 2000.
outcome, and | am pleased that young people will have a The ability of this form of technology to transform
significant role to play in managing the environment in thepeople’s lives in remote areas will be quite amazing. It will
future. | welcome their talents and take this opportunity tcallow those people who through the tyranny of distance have
express the hope that they will remain within the agency angreviously not been able to study to log in to the Internet site
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through TAFE or the World Wide Web and undertake These investment opportunities assisted by the Department
courses in their own home. | cite the case of many farmersf Industry and Trade in the IT area have been very important
wives who would like to take up some study but who becauséor jobs for young people, and we will continue to make sure

of distance or work on the farm are not able to do so. This ishat we can encourage these companies to come here and set
a particularly exciting concept for TAFE, and all involved in up their business in South Australia.

TAFE (SA) are to be congratulated. A question was asked earlier in relation to Telstra. In
discussions we had last week, we were advised by Telstra’s
DEPUTY PREMIER manager that in back office and call centres there would be

N ) continuing opportunities for Telstra to expand its operations
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):Did  here in South Australia. Consequently, more young people

the Deputy Premier last year commission the consultantgil be able to get those job opportunities as Telstra increases
Hamra Management to give him mistake avoidance trainingnd expands here in South Australia.

and interview tuition and, if so, who paid the $10 000 in
bills? WEST BEACH BOAT HARBOR

Members interjecting:

The Hon. M.D. RANN: We'll ask about the refund in a Ms KEY (Hanson): Why did the Government not ensure
minute. The Opposition has been informed that, following ahat all appropriate approvals were in place before work
speech by the Deputy Premier last September, in which he@ommenced on the West Beach boating facilities, and will the
raised the privatisation of ETSA, followed by his ‘Full stop, Premier guarantee that all relevant laws and approvals are
full stop’ news conference, the Premier advised the Deputypow being complied with in relation to the development?
Premier to have media training to avoid future gaffes inWork has had to stop on the West Beach development this
interviews. It is understood that Hamra Management, whichveek, because someone failed to gain the appropriate
worked for the Liberal Party at the last State electionapprovals—
submitted two bills—one for $2 000 and one for $8 000. Did Members interjecting:
the taxpayer pay and will the Deputy Premier ask for a The SPEAKER: Members on my right will come to

refund? order; | cannot hear the question.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: No, I did not ask Hamra Ms KEY: Work has had to stop on the West Beach
Management to go through any of that process. development this week because someone failed to gain the
Members interjecting: appropriate approvals regarding the closure of a public road.

The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order. The Opposition has now been advised—
Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson.
i o Ms KEY: —that, because the road is located on West

Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for  Beach Trustland, itis classed as an easement and cannot be
Industry, Trade and Tourism advise the House what actiog|osed by normal methods.
the Govgrnment is taking to assist information t_echnolqu The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The mostimportant thing
companies to employ young South Australians withapoyt the particular works that we are undertaking at the
technology skills? . ] moment is that they are being undertaken for the safety of not

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: With the involvement of  gnly the people who may intend to get onto the site, which
the Emergent Software company here in South Australia angill be nothing more or nothing less for the duration of the
the aid of the Department of Industry and Trade, we have jugfonstruction than a construction site. It is important that
been able to make sure that we get computers to employ sof@ople who do not understand the nuances of a construction
13 young people. Emergent Software has been involved wit§ite be protected. It is also particularly important that the
GT Interactive SOftWare, which is one of the b|ggest Com'peop|e who are Working heavy machines and who are
panies in the world in this sphere, to put together someotentially at risk, for all the obvious occupational health and
fantastic new software, all the money from which will be safety reasons, be able to operate those machines in complete
returned to South Australia. It is one of the most |mp0rtan%afety_ The Government's processes will ensure just that.
issues in which the Department of Industry and Trade is
involved, and it ensures that we can get young people AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES ACADEMY
employed particularly in areas such as research and develop-
ment so that all this money can return to South Australia. Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for

We have also been involved with Dow Digital Pty Ltd, in Primary Industries advise the House of the benefits that will
which 8 to 20 jobs over the next one or two years will leadflow to South Australia from the new seafood fisheries
to that organisation being involved in educating small totraining academy at Port Adelaide?
medium sized business in electronic commerce. Camtech SA The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for Flinders
Pty Ltd will provide some 30 jobs over the next one to twofor her question and acknowledge how important the fishing
years, also in the area of electronic commerce. In the case wfdustry is to her electorate. Last Friday we saw a first for
Mega Media Corporation (Australia), 14 to 28 jobs have beeisouth Australia with the official opening of the Australian
relocated from Silicon Valley and Europe to create a localFisheries Academy. It is the first and only fisheries specific
internationally focused software development centre fotraining institution in Australia. Not only will it provide a
computer games. PC Consortium, representing Protechentral training base for the fishing industry in this State but
Microbits and Lodin, which were encouraged to tender for thelso it will be a national centre and there will be training for
DECS PC contract by the Department of Industry and Tradenternational members of the seafood industry. This is a
have collectively employed some 240 people here in Souttandmark achievement for the fishing industry which, in
Australia. Australia, is enormous being worth $1.7 hillion. It contributes
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about 20 000 direct jobs and 110 000 indirect jobs to the ADELAIDE AIRPORT

economy. In South Australia the fishing industry is worth

nearly $200 million at wharf value. For South Australiathe Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Can
industry provides many important regional jobs. the Premier give an undertaking that the airport levy, which

Like most primary industries today, the fishing industryiS t0 be introduced to pay for a new terminal, will not rise
is going through a period of rapid change and it is no longepPove $2 per passenger and, if not, what is the maximum
appropriate for people to just either jump on a boat or take ugmount passengers will pay? During August—
aquaculture without some level of training. Certainly, that Members interjecting:
requires people to invest in knowledge and skills training. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Schubert!
The academy is the result of much dedication, hard work and Ms HURLEY: During August last year the Premier was
vision by the members of the South Australian Fishing andeported as raising the question of passengers having to pay
Seafood Industries Skill Centre, very ably headed by Hagef levy for using Adelaide Airport. A spokesperson for the
Stehr. Hagen recognised the need for a more extensiy@emier was quoted at the time as saying that he expected the
training program for the seafood sector and set about tryingVy to be about $2 per passenger. As part of the Adelaide

to make the academy a reality, and his vision has certainfirport announcement, the Federal Finance Minister, John
come to pass. ahey, said that the new terminal would be paid for with a

As | said, the academy is an Australian first, being ar&assenger levy of between $2 and $5 per passenger.

industry managed training institution dedicated to supportin r Fahey went on to say—
the development of the whole of the Australian seafood
industry. Its focus specifically is on the development and
delivery of fisheries training programs. It also provides as
maritime training college for the trading sector as well as for
recreational yachtsmen through the Yachting Federation. N%
only will itimprove the skills of industry members but it will
also certainly assist in economic growth by attracting bot
interstate and overseas students to South Australia, on The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The Commonwealth was

again enhancing our reputation as an educational centre. actually signing off a deal to sell a Commonwealth piece of
The academy is uniquely placed to provide the fisheriegang. That is a simple fact, although it might have escaped the
training skills, particularly to our Asian and Pacific island Deputy Leader of the Opposition. Once again, the Deputy
neighbours, and negotiations are proceeding with a numbelgader of the Opposition is no improvement over the member
of countries including Papua New Guinea and Westerfor Ross Smith, because the member for Ross Smith, in his
Samoa for them to send students to the academy. Thg,estion on Telstra, played with figures and left out part of
academy has been established using funding and suppaffie equation, as the Deputy Leader has. The Deputy Leader
both Federal and State, and industry contributions. The Stajgys deliberately left out the fact that there is a 15 per cent
Government strongly supports this initiative and in 1997-9&eqyction in landing and operational charges to airlines under
has committed $388 000 to enable delivery of vocationajhe new deal. What does that mean? It means reduced
education and training programs and towards capital eXpe”dd)'perationaI landing costs, charges and impact passed onto

ture at the academy. Traineeships and up-skilling are kejassengers going through Adelaide Airport. That is what it
priorities of the South Australian Liberal Government. Themeans, If there is a passenger facilitation charge—

Government, through TAFE and my department PIRSA, is  An honourable member interjecting:

committed to supporting initiatives to provide training andto  The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Ross Smith!
assist in identifying employment opportunities for our youth  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | indicate clearly that | will
particularly, as | said, in the regional areas of the State. publicly support now, as | have in the past, and we will
As to additional support for these initiatives, | am pleasedsupport, the consortium in going to the ACCC to get a sign-
to announce that we will be providing another $20 0000off for a PFC in South Australia to build a $150 million or
significantly to assist the intake of regional trainees under th&160 million terminal facility. | make absolutely no apology
umbrella of the South Australian Fishing and Seafoodor that at all. It is about time we had both our domestic and
Industry Council. This will enable 10 trainees to be placednternational terminal facilities upgraded.
through the council to gain invaluable work experience and An honourable member: What's a PFC?
training. This important and innovative contribution willbe ~ The Hon. JW. OLSEN: It is a passenger facilitation
of real benefit to advancing employment opportunities forcharge. To reach a position where we get the new terminal
youth in this State. Certainly, the traineeship scheme, whicfacility in place—
is a partnership between the State and Commonwealth Members interjecting:
Governments, is competent for giving young Australians a The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Ross Smith for
go. | believe that to strive for best practice and qualitycontinually trying to flout the Chair.
assurance in the seafood industry will require an improve- The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:—we will clearly establish not
ment in our skills base. The strategy of providing an industryonly in the construction industry jobs over the next two or
driven and industry related training establishment, which ighree years. The Deputy Leader keeps talking about jobs and
run on a commercial basis, demonstrates the strength amére is expenditure of $150 million to $160 million to create
capabilities of the fishing industry in South Australia andjobs in the construction industry in South Australia. Do they
generally the maturity of the fishing industry in Australia. not want that? This Opposition wants to knock every
There is no doubt that the Australian Fisheries Academy isonceivable project. Let us look at the questions asked
an important educational asset to the State and an asset thatently by two members. One was asked about West Beach
will help us to achieve real results for the fishing industry. and now we have this question about the Adelaide Airport

Members interjecting:

Ms HURLEY: So what?

The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Local
overnment!

Ms HURLEY: Mr Fahey went on to say, when asked why
e Premier was not at the announcement of the $362 million
hairport deal, ‘It's got nothing to do with the Premier, with the
géeatest of respect.



750 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 24 March 1998

development. They are just knocking proposals and wantingcholarship for the last three years at university and, through
to put down new developments and advancement becausetbft scholarship, they are then required to go back into the
the contrast with the previous Labor Government, which iountry areas for a guaranteed period of at least three years.
quite stark. There is a contrast with new private sector capitdlam delighted to say that the people, families and communi-
investment in this State which, according to thestralian ties involved have said the scheme has worked extremely
last week, was out-performing every other State in Australiawell indeed.
They are the sorts of figures they do not want to speak about. In fact, this morning | announced scholarships for another
They are the sorts of figures they do not want to put on théive people to complete the last three years of nursing, for
deck. another two doctors, an occupational therapist, podiatrist,
If the Deputy Leader is to ask a question in this House, lephysiotherapist and a speech pathologist. | am also delighted
us have all the facts on the table and not part of the facts and say that the scheme is now seen to be working so effective-
selective quoting. The facts of the matter are that there is lg that the Wyatt Benevolent Institution, which was set up by
15 per cent reduction in landing and operational costs undédr Wyatt in the 1880s, has now come in behind that. It has
the new owners. That will assist every passenger usinglso been backed this year with one scholarship and next year
Adelaide Airport. A business plan put in place will require with two scholarships.
the new consortium, given the price they have paid, to In asking the question, the honourable member talked
increase patronage through that terminal. That is to th@bout a number of other initiatives that have been taken.
advantage of South Australia, to our tourism industry and inwhilst | was at Minlaton | had a chance to see the new
getting goods and services out of the airport into the intermedical clinic there, which is now taking trainee students
national marketplace. We will back this consortium in itsfrom the medical faculty of the University of Adelaide on a
application to the ACCC for a PFC. probationary period of up to 12 months. That is another
| contrast that with the situation in New South Wales—excellent example of getting trainee doctors into country
that Labor State on the eastern seaboard that charges $3#@as with the expectation that they will stay there. | also
every PFC, on every ticket for noise control and abatementent to Maitland. Again, there is a different scheme with the
in New South Wales. For our PFC we will get a new terminalUniversity of Adelaide and Maitland, and they are getting
facility that will take this State from the Stone Age of the trainees over there.

Labor Government into the next millennium. With regard to another important initiative, on Saturday
Members interjecting: morning | was delighted to go to the opening of the new
The SPEAKER: Order! | remind the member for Ross medical clinic next to the airport at Olary. People may

Smith that he was warned during that last reply. remember that, 13 months ago, Olary was absolutely washed
Mr Venning interjecting: out in the floods, and the Treloar family lost virtually their
The SPEAKER: Order, the honourable member for entire home. The out-station, the building that was used as the

Schubert! medical clinic, was washed away. | am delighted that this

Government, together with strong support from the local
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS, COUNTRY community, from various companies, etc., has now kicked in

) . a total of about $150 000—
Mr MEIER (Goyder): WIll the Minister for Human The Hon. D.C. Wotton: And the local member.
Services advise the House of the latest initiatives to encour- The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | was coming to the local

age health professionals to move to and remain in countr
areas of South Australia? The week before last, the Minist %pe?nbzr;&rgxagb\;mg gcalmn? uiltosng)’/ ?Q gt 1(,32]2:? tphlg er:gfg
;cgr\ﬂggaonn SY?JI;’\QgePSe\I’/lIi?II;?J?aSgrSﬁnsI):hg??ipl’)llltsli and healt ommunity of that north-eastern part of the State turned up,
Members interjecting: ) 9 and they appreciate the member for Stuart and what he is
i ) . . doing with pastoral leases. Next to the airstrip at Olary there
T[h?f tShPEAKEE' Cf)rdgr! Thg ”?teh”?btef.w"t' resume his re two doctors’ rooms, a dentist’s room, a women’s health
seal. € member for ROSS Smith INtErECtS once More, |, m and a child health facility, together with a waiting room,

promise him he W'”.be name.d.. . and itis all air-conditioned. That shows a commitment by this
Mr MEIER: During that visit, the importance of health Government to rural health services

professionals, in particular GPs, moving to and remaining in
country areas was made very clear to the Minister and to me.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There is no doubt that
making sure there are enough medical professionals in
country areas is a key issue in terms of health services outside
the Adelaide metropolitan area. A number of initiatives have GRIEVANCE DEBATE
been taken, and | must compliment the former Minister for
Health, now Minister for Government Enterprises— The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the

Mr Foley interjecting: House note grievances.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:—because the former Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Minister for Health introduced a scholarship scheme in 1994esterday evening, the member for Kaurna, the shadow
due to the neglect of rural health by the former LaborMinister for Environment, visited the site of the proposed
Government. He introduced a scheme which is either traininyledlow Road dump in my electorate. At short notice, just
or has trained 33 different recipients. This morning Ifewer than 100 people came to hear him speak and to tell him
announced that a further 11 people would participate in thigheir views on the suitability of that site for a landfill facility.
scholarship scheme. It allows doctors, nurses and othdris is part of a long running campaign by locals against the
paramedics or professionals in the health area to obtainsiting of such a facility in that part of my electorate. The
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proposed Medlow Road dump is in the hills face zone; it rungarticular interest, because downy and powdery mildew have
through a known fault line; and it is proposed that it be siteda major impact on viticulture productivity, not just in my
in a deserted quarry. These factors alone flout the interirelectorate of Mawson but throughout the whole of Australia.
guidelines put in place by the Environmental Protectiontis estimated that Australia alone is currently losing between
Authority. $80 and $100 million of income through grapevine downy
The residents of my electorate are calling for the Environand powdery mildew, and that is a matter of great concern.
mental Protection Authority and the Department for the Another concern is that most of the very good viticultural
Environment to enforce those guidelines. This site ha$and, particularly where there is a niche market opportunity
already been rejected once as the site for a landfill facilitysuch as McLaren Vale and the Willunga Basin wine industry
That rejection occurred five years ago. An environmentahnd region, happens to be close to towns or areas of urban
impact statement was done. At that time, the Environmentadprawl, and these days people are becoming concerned about
Protection Authority recommended that the landfill facility spraying, because of spray drift and the like. Whilst | look
not proceed. The residents and objectors to the landfill facilitforward to continuing work that | currently have in my brief
rested, pleased that they had made their case and that tb&se on the right to farm, we have to look at options that will
dump site had been rejected. reduce spraying. A problem involved in the over-spraying of
It was revived again by the Northern Adelaide Wastevineyards is that it costs wine grape growers a considerable
Management Authority, in light of the fact that the Wingfield amount of money as well as time, particularly during the wet
facility was nearing the end of its useful life, and the councilssummer seasons with the ensuing humidity, when the mildew
were concerned that they would have nowhere to dumpeally takes off.
municipal waste. As a result of that, they revived the Medlow What | wanted to say today is that we are able to bring 55
Road proposal. An amendment to the EIS was done on thgant pathologists from around the world to look at this as an
basis that there were several what | would regard as mindnternational problem, and | see this as a really exciting
amendments for the landfill proposal, the most significanopportunity. One of the things we need to do in this world is
being that the waste would be baled before it was put into thevork together on these major issues. Whether wine grapes are
facility. The residents do not believe that this is sufficientbeing grown in South Africa, Switzerland, Germany, ltaly,
grounds to approve the current proposal. Canada, USA or wherever, these people have decided that
Over the years, there has been substantial local oppositiotiey will remedy this issue. | believe that we will see some
and that is increasing as we get closer to the date whenwgry good outcomes as a result of this workshop. It has been
decision will be made about this proposal. We are waiting orindicated to me by the people concerned that they believe
the results of an EPA submission to the planning authoritieghat, as a result of the workshop and within the next year or
and we hope that it will reinforce its earlier view that this is so, spray programs will be reduced drastically.
not a good proposal for this area. | will outline again the Another issue raised was the importance of education with
substantial objections raised by these residents. It is proposegispect to the time when spraying should occur. | am pleased
to be in a hills area, and the rainfall and underground wateto see what is happening with weather stations coming into
flows down towards the Adelaide plains and the Virginiathe regions. | want to congratulate the wine grape growers in
market gardens area. my own electorate, through McLaren Vale, McLaren Flat and
A number of Virginia and the Adelaide Plains residentsBlewitt Springs, who have become part of the team involved
at the protest meeting last evening expressed grave concemith the weather stations in monitoring and reporting what
that the underground water supplies, on which they rely tdés happening in connection with the weather. In a local
grow their fruit, vegetables and flowers, will be contami-region, that does assist the department in giving the right
nated. advice to growers as to whether or not they should go out and
Virginia has built up an increasing reputation as an are&pray.
growing excellent export produce. Its residents have worked | want to congratulate the public servants who are often
very hard with the Virginia Expo and other marketing unsung heroes. One of the things that has concerned me a
initiatives to increase the export from that area, and they argreat deal since | have been in Parliament is that people out
very concerned about the possibility of contamination. Theré the broader community run around talking about faceless
are other reasons, apart from its Hills location, why it is arbureaucrats. Working with bureaucrats often from 7.30 a.m.
unsuitable site. These sites are recognised in the interit® 10 or 11 p.m., | can say they are no different from the rest
criteria of the environment protection authorities. It is well of us. They are South Australians and certainly not faceless
recognised that quarries are not suitable sites for a landfi#nd, together with the private sector, they make a magnificent
proposal. This quarry will have to be blasted out further incontribution to the development of this State.
order to accommodate the proposal. It is an engineered and In particular, | refer to Rob Lewis from SARDI and
inappropriate solution for landfill in our area. The residentscongratulate him on the great leadership he has shown.
are further concerned that, with four or five other proposal$ARDI is an excellent example of what can happen when
in the northern Adelaide area all competing with each otheithere is collaboration between a research institute, the
it also raises questions about the financial viability. Government and private enterprise. | would encourage all
those people engaged in fishing and agricultural activities to
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | had the privilege and work closely with SARDI. | also congratulate Peter Magarey,
pleasure on Saturday evening of representing both thigom the Department of Primary Industries’ Loxton
Premier and the Minister for Primary Industries and Naturabperation, for his real commitment to horticulture and
Resources at the Adelaide University Club to formallyparticularly to wine grape growing.
welcome 55 plant pathologist delegates from 13 countries Immediately this conference and workshop closes in about
right across the world who have chosen South Australia fofour or five days time, a roadshow will be going throughout
their third international workshop on grapevine downy andSouth Australia. Whilst | know it is a very difficult time right
powdery mildew. This was something in which | had ain the middle of a great vintage—one that will see some
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fantastic, really gutsy shiraz (the Baumé is about 14 peup to the Liberal victory. But the Liberal Government was not
cent—and | have been told we will see some of the best regatisfied with that and embarked on a policy of destroying
wines ever in McLaren Vale this year), | would encourage myTAFE by running it down so much that private providers—
constituents to try to make the time on 31 March to attend thand | believe that many were their mates—were able to come
roadshow that will be coming through McLaren Vale and,in and take core business away from TAFE.
eventually, all the other wine regions. This is an exciting If the process is allowed to go on it will kill TAFE. When
breakthrough from the point of view of both keeping the winethat happens, what will happen to the equity policies and the
industry clean and green and letting it be known right aroun@pportunities for all people to succeed in their lives? Private
the world that we are about good quality food and wine.  providers are not interested in the long-term unemployed, the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable young people who have not had a chance to prove themselves
member’s time has expired. or the supporting mums who are trying to make a break. |
know of one young woman who came in with no skills or
Ms BREUER (Giles): | want to join with the Minister for  confidence. She worked hard and is now doing an associate
Education and Children’s Services and Training last week igliploma course, and she has become President of the student
congratulating the Regency Institute of TAFE on its wonderunion at the Whyalla campus of TAFE. | congratulate Lisa
ful achievements in the last few years and, in particular, irkKranz on her incredible effort, but would private providers
winning the Training Provider of the Year Award last year have given her that opportunity? They would not have looked
in the Australia-wide competition, and also its contract for amt her.
18-month post-graduate course in restaurant management. It So, congratulations to Regency Institute. It has achieved
is indeed recognition of the excellent work for which the far more than members here realise. Indeed, congratulations
management and staff at Regency—indeed, all TAFE staff—to every hard-working, dedicated TAFE worker in every
are renowned and respected. institute in South Australia. Public servant bashing is a
| speak from a somewhat biased point of view, havingnational pastime but, when the Government bashes you also,
worked for eight years at the Spencer Institute of TAFEitis impossible. | was interested to hear the comments of the
before my election to Parliament, but | also speak with somenember for Mawson. It is the first time | have heard public
authority having worked in the system and knowing theservants being congratulated by a member of the
inside story of TAFE. | believe that TAFE has succeededGovernment. So, brickbats to the Minister and to his prede-
against all odds in maintaining its integrity in the last four cessor for the greatest prune job in education history and for
years since the Liberal Government came to power in Southis hypocrisy in taking credit for Regency Institute’s success.
Australia. TAFE has always been saddled with the problems
of being a large bureaucracy, but it has been able to provide The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):Before addressing some
a quality, equitable system for all South Australians, includ-of the topics that | wish to raise, | will quickly respond to
ing those in isolated areas of South Australia. some of the comments made by the previous speaker. TAFE
TAFE has given inspiration, hope and a future to manyis an excellent system and, as members would know, | was
South Australians of all ages—young unemployed peopléinister responsible for TAFE for three years—a time |
women returning to the work force, single mothers, retrenchenjoyed immensely. | am proud of the achievements of TAFE
ed mature-age people, Aboriginal people, people withand its staff. We fought as hard as we could against the cuts
disabilities and people in areas that are not accessed by othbat were imposed on TAFE largely because of Federal
training organisations. But, in the last four years, | haverequirements. Unfortunately, because the Federal Govern-
watched the morale, dedication and hard work of thosenent controls the purse strings it is not always possible to
thousands of TAFE lecturers and other workers being slowlyeduce the impact of those cuts.
eroded way by the harsh, unrealistic policies of this Liberal | draw the attention of the member for Giles to speeches
Government, which seems hell-bent on winding TAFE back have made in this place and elsewhere praising public
to bare bones. servants. Itis inaccurate to say that members on this side do
I have seen people who had given years of dedicatedot value our public servants, because we do. | am on the
service to students, and to the organisation, worry from weetecord on many occasions praising the contributions of our
to week whether they still had jobs. People who had securitpublic servants. In this State they are outstanding, have been
were now faced with contracts, mostly short term, and theutstanding and are a model in terms of other States and
Government was hell-bent on privatising its services such aberritories throughout the country.
catering, cleaning and maintenance. Lecturers were employed | draw attention to an important event that occurs next
term by term. With luck you got a contract for a semestermonth, namely, Anzac Day. | do not do so to glorify war—I
Lecturers were forced to increase their work loads to a pointletest war and everything it stands for—but to highlight and
where the personal stress and effect on their family lives wat® encourage members to promote the recognition of those
at crisis point. | saw managers so stressed out by totallwho gave their lives and were wounded during the wars.
unmanageable workloads and work expectations. | saw cudMembers should realise that that adds up to 100 000 Aust-
to budgets, which meant fewer resources, fewer teachinglians who were killed defending and fighting for this
aides and less clerical support, making the job of teachingountry—almost totally young men who gave their lives. If
students more difficult, to the point of being impossible.  we look at the history of Australia, we realise that we took a
When | joined TAFE in 1989 it was a wonderful place to long time to recover from that loss of our talented, creative
work. We loved our jobs, worked as a team and made greand adventurous young men and women.
achievemerst. | do not have aroblem with having a good In my electorate | wrote to the schools, using the example
look at the way an organisation the size of TAFE operatespf Simpson and the donkey. | had an artist draw up an
streamlining its processes, removing dead wood and introdudiustration of that event to ensure that young people in
ing far more effective and better work practices. TAFEparticular appreciate the sacrifice made, not to glorify war but
workers got behind this and did it well in the years leadingto highlight the fact that we enjoy freedom because of the



Tuesday 24 March 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 753

sacrifice made by others. This year Anzac Day falls on accupation. Greek education was not allowed, freedom of
weekend, so it will not get the attention in the schoolreligion was restricted, there was often persecution and
environment that it should get. It also falls in the schoolmurders, and workers were not paid appropriate wages. There
holidays. That is unfortunate, but | trust that every school anevas an abundant slave trade in Greece and the cry for
teacher will make a point of highlighting the sacrifices madereedom in Greece in 1821 was not only about religious
on Anzac Day, in particular to encourage young children tdreedom but about equity. There are four members of this
research and find out about the young men and women frofarliament of Greek origin, they being the member for
their area who gave their lives, so they can have a betteZolton, myself, the Hon. Nick Xenophon and the member for
understanding and help ensure that we do not ever gé&taurna, who has Greek origin in him also, although probably
ourselves in a situation where tens of thousands of our yourglong time ago, but | am sure we can trace it back.

men and women lose their lives in conflict. The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:

I touch on the issue of our three excellent universities in - Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, the great thing about the
South Australia—Adelaide, Flinders and the University ofLabor Opposition is that it has an abundance of talent with
South Australia. It is important that we recognise that thosea choice of many leaders. However, our current Leader is
three universities together have an enrolment equivalent tdoing very well, and he will remain as Leader for a long time.
one large interstate university, namely, Monash, and it is timéwill support Premier Rann after the next election when we
the universities, in conjunction with the Government andform a Labor Government and undo the evils of the past eight
other interested parties, set up a group to look at whether giears which members opposite have introduced.
not the three universities should amalgamate or form some | refer now to Independence Day. On 25 March 1821,
other close-knit structure to ensure that they remain viabl&reek civilians rose up against the Ottoman occupying forces
and vigorous into the future. With the development ofand threw them out of their country. This revolution has been
satellite delivery of programs and use of the Internetcelebrated throughout the world as Greek nationalists have
geographical boundaries are now no longer relevantin termsft Greece and settled in countries including Australia,
of higher education. In order to market programs overseas &@anada, the United States, Great Britain, Germany and South
well as within Australia, we need a well organised andAfrica—almost every part of the world. It is interesting to
efficient arrangement involving the three universities. note from that migration that, outside of Greece, Australia has

Itis appropriate that we have an impartial, objective lookthe highest percentage of politicians with a Greek back-
at whether it is in the best interests of the universities, theiground. | intend to encourage a lot more of that. The majority
students, staff and this State and nation that they form onef those are Labor members in both Federal and State
university or some variation thereof. In so doing they carParliaments across the country. | understand that there are
maintain the variety within their campuses and in their coursenly three Liberal MPs of Greek origin in Australia: the
offerings and maintain a commitment to equity provisionsmember for Colton, the Federal member for Kooyong and the
and excellence. | have concern about the future of ouformer Speaker of the Queensland Parliament.
universities in a world that is rapidly changing and, with new  Independence Day (25 March 1821) is celebrated by
technology, poses a real challenge to the future of very smatsreeks all over the world in recognition of their struggle for
universities such as ours in South Australia. independence. | hope that those people who attended the

Glendi Festival also enjoy Greek Independence Day. Greece

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | rise to speak about s the father of civilisation. We brought to the world democra-
celebrating Greek Independence Day tomorrow, 25 Marchgy, culture, theatre and other great festivals: we are the
On the weekend | attended Glendi to celebrate Greek cultufigunders of modern civilisation. Most Greeks will celebrate
and Greek independence. Glendi is a vibrant festival thahdependence Day tomorrow, and | will do so with the
celebrates Greek culture, which has become part of theonsul-General. | thank members for their indulgence.
Australian way of life. You can go to Glendinow and buya The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
yiros, a souvlaki or some authentic Greek cake, which is negnember’s time has expired. The member for Goyder.
different from a third generation Irishman in Australia having
Irish stew. It is as Australian as that. It was a wonderful Mr MEIER (Goyder): During Question Time, | asked
display. the Minister for Human Services a question about new

| was heartened by Mike Rann’s address at the Glendhitiatives to attract health professionals not only to move to
where he comprehensively brought down the House in hisountry areas but to stay there. | thank the Minister for his
speech talking about the Labor Party’'s commitment taanswer. In my explanation to that question, | indicated that,
occupied Cyprus and northern Greece. We have ongoinguring the week before last, the Minister visited Yorke
continued support for the occupied areas of Cyprus and wisReninsula, which is the heart of the electorate of Goyder. It
to see the immediate withdrawal of Turkish troops from thatwvas a profitable and useful visit, which took the better part
area. of 15 hours from go to whoa by the time we visited all the

On Sunday | also attended the Divine Liturgy at Sthospitals and health units. | want to put on the public record
George’s Orthodox Church in Thebarton, which is in mymy sincere thanks to the Minister for giving his time and
electorate, to commemorate and celebrate Greek Indepencbming to see at first hand what our health units and hospitals
ence Day. In the sermon given by our spiritual leader, Bishopre doing in much of the electorate of Goyder.

Joseph, he talked of the need for freedom in Greece in 1821 The Minister was pleased to meet with the chairmen and
not as a need for religious freedom or a need for freedom ahembers of the boards, and the staff and patients of those
land ownership or need for freedom of education or théhospitals and health units. This is a very good way of
learning of the Greek language but in terms of the need foascertaining exactly how health units are operating and their
freedom of equity for all Greeks living in Greece at the time.needs. | am pleased that the chairmen involved were able to

In the eighteenth century and for 400 years of occupatiotve present. In particular, | mention Trevor Urlwin, who chairs

many Greek nationals were treated badly under Turkiskthe health units at Yorketown and Minlaton; Rod Gregory,
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who chairs the health unit at Maitland; Mrs Barbara Lodge, First, | will deal with the common date of valuation. |
who chairs the Ardrossan Hospital; and Mr Tim Evans, whaunderstand that dates currently used for valuation of proper-
chairs both the Moonta Hospital and the Wallaroo Hospitalties can vary over a six-month period. This can lead to
which is part of the Northern Yorke Peninsula Healthdifferences between councils during a period where real
Services. It was obvious to both the Minister and me thaestate values are rising or falling at a relatively rapid rate.
these people are dedicated to their work and that boar@ihat has not occurred in South Australia for some time, but
members give a lot of time and commitment to those healtlone can easily see that this might happen. This is particularly
units. relevant following recent council amalgamations and

A highlight of the visit was the fact that the Minister was boundary adjustments. It means that anyone in any part of a
able to present certificates of accreditation to quite a few ofouncil area will have their valuation set at a particular date.
the units that he visited, including: the Yorketown Hospital,If a valuation is queried, it will be taken back to that date and
which is part of the Southern Yorke Peninsula Healthcompared with all other properties in the surrounding area
Service; the Melaluca Court Nursing Home at Minlaton; thewhich were valued at that time. That seems to be a reasonably
Southern Yorke Peninsula Community Health Service asensible and just proposal, and | understand that it has the
Minlaton; the Wallaroo Hospital which, as | said earlier, issupport of major interest groups. It also has the value of
part of the Northern Yorke Peninsula Health Services; and thallowing all sales data to be taken up to the common date of
Northern Yorke Private Hospital, which is collocated within valuation, which seems to be an efficient way to operate. This
the Wallaroo Public Hospital. amendment has the full support of the Opposition.

For a hospital to receive accreditation, it must do a lot of  Another major part of the Bill relates to notional values.
work and come up to the standards that are expected by ti# | understand it, landowners are able to apply for a notional
Australian Council of Health Care Services. The awards ar@alue for their property under a series of circumstances, and
provided only after an extensive independent survey is madsrobably the most common is where primary producers are,
of each facility based on the principle of quality care in afor example, near a major urban area. Under the current
particular environment. Itis heartening, therefore, that thesgrrangement, the Valuer-General is meant to rate a property
hospitals on Yorke Peninsula have received a certificate it the highest rateable value. If a farmer is farming across
accreditation. At least two of the health units that the Ministeseveral allotments, the valuation should be on the value of the
and | visited are working on their accreditation at presentclose area which would relate to housing and which would
One of those units indicated that it would be at least a yeagncroach onto that land. Therefore, the farmer applies for a
or possibly two years before the work would be completechotional value which would rate that farmer’s property as a
and that hopefully it would be successful when it applies folprimary industry rather than as a housing option.

accreditation. ) i This has obvious advantages in ensuring that urban
To all those who were involved, | express my sincerengysing areas do not encroach onto farmland and thus force
thanks. The people of Goyder are having their needs attendegimers out of operation because of the high rates that they
to in the best way possible, although there is always a neqgoyid have to pay. The downside is that councils miss out on
for additional health services in the form of general prac“‘receiving that higher rate, and also the State Government
tioners and professional health services. It was heartening {@ceives less from land tax valuations and so on. However,
hear the Minister say today that through the Government'snderstand that this has been the existing practice for some
incentive programs some additional people have beefime and that there will be little, if any, net effect on the
awarded scholarships. Let us hope that they will be practisingnances of either councils or the Government. My only
in rural areas in the not too distant future. | also complimenggyeat might be that this is an indication of people providing

the University of Adelaide for its excellent work through its 5 sybsidy to primary producers because they are covering the
bases at Minlaton and, more recently, Maitland. Itis a greatqst of the rateable value lost.

experiment, and hopefully we will be able to export to other

areas of the State and the country. But, | understand the Local Government Association,

although having similar reservations about it, has agreed to
this provision. A Local Government Association representa-
tive was on the ministerial working party which reported a
full two years after its being formed. It was either a very
difficult process or unnecessarily protracted, | am not sure

VALUATION OF LAND (MISCELLANEOUS) which. The LGA does. have rt_aservations about the Ios_s of
AMENDMENT BILL rateable property, particularly in those areas where notional

values are prominent, for example, Mount Barker, Strathal-

Adjourned debate on second reading. byn in the Adelaide Hills and, close to my own electorate,
(Continued from 18 March. Page 653.) around Angle Vale and Penfield where, | presume, many

market gardeners also benefit under this situation. We all feel

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): This ~ Some sympathy for farmers in areas where there are urban
Bill was introduced last week. | have had a short period irfhcroachments. We would wish to preserve, as far as
which to consult with a number of interested groups abouP0ssible, farming areas within close proximity of urban areas
this Bill, and those groups have been very cooperative. | hava"d would agree to support it in this instance.
had a briefing from the Valuer-General’s Office and | have  Notional values might also be taken into account where
spoken with the Local Government Association and the Souttesidential premises are in the middle of a commercial area.
Australian Institute of Rate Administrators. | understand this=or example, along Greenhill Road or perhaps even Rundle
Bill is fairly generally supported. There are some importantStreet a person could be using a property as a residence only
issues contained within this Bill, and | would like to refer to but could be rated according to a higher commercial rate.
the major issues and outline the Opposition’s position.  That person is able to apply for a notional value on their
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property and receive rates at the lower valuation. Again, thabout it, as in my experience the Local Government Assoc-
is perfectly understandable and acceptable. iation usually is.

Another example is where a property might have a Again, we would indicate some support for the limited
heritage listing and, therefore, may not be used as a comme?bjection period. Even though it is a reduction in entitlement
cial or high density residential property. The owner of thatfor ratepayers, we can see that it streamlines the system and
heritage-listed property could apply for a notional value onis reasonably just and that most people would query their
the basis that the rateable value should be less. Again, in tivaluation within 60 days of receiving their first notice.
interests of preserving heritage, the Opposition supports that Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
proposition. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

| understand that the Bill also seeks to amend the Actto Ms HURLEY: The final major issue under the Billis the
increase the maximum penalty for not informing the valuing2Ppointment of the Valuer-General. | must admit | was
authority of circumstances concerning entitlements. That i§omewhat astonished to hear that we have not had a Valuer-
very important because we do want to avoid the situatioSeneral for some time and that the Deputy Valuer-General
where a farmer ceases operation as a primary industry yet sties been acting in the position. | am rather surprised that it
claims the benefit of that reduced rate. That is an importarfias taken so long for this Bill to come before us to rectify the
component of our support for this Bill. situation. | understand that administrative difficulties were

| also understand that the Valuer-General will adheré*Perienced when the former Valuer-General moved from
fairly rigidly to Australian Taxation Office requirements in that position to another appointment and left the department

defining a primary industry so that the property owner mus@nd the staff associated with that position: as a reSL.m’ the
be carrying on a genuine primary industry business on thapovernment has decided to change the terms of appointment
land and not, as has been proposed in some quarters, sittifg the Valuer-General. Currently the Valuer-General is

on that land while waiting for it to be revalued to thus P rmitted to be appointed until retirement age, on the basis

increase the value of the property. In that case there would ghat the VaIuer-GeneraI. should be .free of political interfer-
no reason why the council should forgo rateable value.  €NC€; should not be subject to appointment at the whim of the

Another significant feature is the limited objection period_Government and should be fair and free and without restraint

within which valuations of property may be queried current.” dﬁciding what land valuation should be and giving advice
; ' . on that aspect.
ly, ratepayers can object to the property value at any time, This Bill seeks to rectify the situation, first with a series

and this impacts on councils which are not sure during an . . .
entire 12-month period whether the rating valuation may bé’f amendments which provide that, if the Valuer-General

objected to. It also creates difficulties for valuation staff whog?xzsmai‘m%;ﬁlrg :n%oﬁ:';';?n%?% %C'S"Jg?\(/jig’:’egh tti:]:t Dgf)s%r;rgggt
must process those objections throughout the year. " ' P
L . o . - no longer hold the position of Valuer-General. If the Valuer-
This Bill provides that the objection period be limited t0 Gonera| moved away from the relevant department, he or she
60 days after receipt of the first council valuation. Therefore

. i -""*could no longer continue in the position of Valuer-General.
property owners must object within two mo_nths of receving - powever, another aspect of this measure is that the
the Va“é?ﬂon' They a(ﬁhnot able(';otﬁbjéact 'ff thf%/ h"f[“’e pt"?"%osition of Valuer-General becomes a five year term. The
one and then received the second, third ortourtn raté noticey 5 54jtjon is certainly not so comfortable with this aspect
| also understand that the 60-day period applies to subsequ

c . g ) d would query the necessity for it, because we strongly
bills thatinclude a valuation, such as the SA Water V_al_uat'oréupport the view that the Valuer-General should be absolutely
for sewerage charges and land tax. A person receiving th

ﬂIee of Government interference. We believe that the

of receiving those accounts as V\(el!' i of their five year term might leave him or her open to

__ The Local Government Association has informed me thajnfluence by a Government. We would suggest maintaining
itis not entirely happy with the current Bill. For example, if the current position whereby the Valuer-General is appointed
a person has paid a council rate and then receives a subsgril retirement. The Opposition would be interested to hear

quent account and queries the valuation, say, an SA Wat@he Minister’s reasoning for the five year term and why the
account, then the revaluation as a result of that water accouggjuer-General might not continue under the current

also affects the council. The council must provide a credit ifjtyation. If the answer was not satisfactory, we would
the land is revalued downwards. The Local Governmenggnsider moving amendments in the other place to return to
Association would prefer that, if the 60-day period has passegppointing the Valuer-General until retirement.
after receipt of the rate notice, that quarantines the council’ | pelieve that everyone would support the idea that the
from having the land revalued. Valuer-General should be very fair and independent and, in
The Local Government Association argues that this is ofhat sense, responsible more to the Parliament than to the
further assistance to councils’ budgeting because they couldinister of the time, and this would be an indication that the
find themselves with less money than they had budgeted foGovernment was serious about that independence. The
It would argue that that was because the landowner had |astitute of Rate Administrators has raised a series of detailed
problem with SA Water rather than the council rating.concerns with me which | will address in Committee. It is
However, that is a fairly complex formulation and, while | do particularly concerned that the Local Government Act should
have some sympathy for the Local Government Association'irror the Valuation of Land Act amendments that we are
position, | believe that it is not easily enforced and may be:onsidering at the moment. However, we will deal with that
seen to be unfair. If the land is rated downwards, | believe thg¢n Committee.
ratepayer has every reason to expect that their rates would
reflect that downward valuation of their property. While  Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support this Bill but have
voicing that objection, the LGA reluctantly supports thea few concerns. | am a landowner and | declare that, if one
legislation in the current form and is being fairly practical has to declare it. Also, when | was previously a member of
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local government for 10 years this issue came up before usame him, but he now lives at Kapunda. His father was
many times, particularly when rates were set and valuationslayor of Tea Tree Gully.

of land were worked out. | welcome this Bill, because it The push for residential land is never ceasing because
certainly clarifies the situation. | understand that this Billpeople are looking to build new homes. Certainly, | cannot
initially endeavours to protect owners of primary productionsee a problem when a farmer subdivides blocks for his
land, who are usually farmers, vignerons and market garderchildren to build on and still work the land as they always
ers, particularly in my new electorate, which is situated closénave and pay the same rates as previously. We must look to
to townships where land may be subdivided. It is importanprotect these Australians who contribute so much to our
that our primary producers be protected against any unneceseonomy. It is a most valuable part of our country and to have
sary financial strains that may occur if their land is ratechim or her pay a rate premium for this action is quite unjust
unfairly. That has been the case for many years, and we knoand undemocratic. It is easy to work out what the land use is.
of many areas where farmers are driven from their landif they use it for farming, they should be paying farming
mainly where encroaching land divisions and high rates haveates. If they are speculators, they should pay the inflated
driven them off. Itis hard enough for certain of our primary prices.

producers to make ends meet without further financial strain  The system stifles people’s incentive to move ahead. If
placed upon them. My electorate could well suffer considerand when land is to be used for the specific purpose of
ably from the current legislation. It certainly requires development for housing and if the development has com-
amendment to protect these people, and that is why menced, the valuation of rates could be struck accordingly.
welcome this Bill. | also support the Bill in trying to protect not only primary

The Barossa Valley is a real example of this, where quit@roducers who have already subdivided some land but also
large towns throughout the valley are surrounded by |lanéhose who may wish to take this action in the futur_e. Itisthe
used for primary production, mainly grape growing. It is quiteGovernments role to promote people and businesses to
a densely populated area compared with other country usélgvelop and not necessarily hinder them. The Labor Party has
for farming. It is absurd for these farmers, vignerons andilways been good at this with its central control policy and
horticulturalists in the valley to pay rates on their land thatcomplex, unworkable, tiresome, bureaucratic maze. |
may reflect its value when subdivided into smaller blocks foexperienced that, particularly during my 10 years in local
residential development or the like. If the land is being used@overnment, and it was difficult to sort out the system. |
for primary production, particularly if it will continue to be believe we should cut red tape to a minimum and promote
used in that way, it should be rated on the same basis as#Vvelopment. Look at the development in Queensland over
land 50 kilometres away. The problem is that in the past théhe past few years and also in Darwin, for that matter. People
land has been encroached upon and that houses have b#Parwin claimed that they had felt the effects of the
built on some of the best primary production land in thisrecession. Imagine how |twould_be for all South Australians
State. We know that the State is very short of quality landif that was the case here. Certainly, we can thank Labor for
and in fact Adelaide sits on the best land that we have. Sdhis situation. . .
this Bill should have been introduced 30 years ago, and we _Certainly, I am not advocating a ‘throw caution to the

would have saved some of the most valuable lands in th&ind’ approach, but we must assist people to grow and
State. develop and not shackle them down with burdens. Let us look

The Barossa and surrounding districts are developing ﬁélfgesggwbggfgg gs&rﬂgfg reeg'r{;es;e'glifgéo%zt -Lhe?%
quite a pace, with people pushing out from the metropolitar(f P ally peop . 9
gnragged down on a collective basis to something less than

areas in search of land on which to build a new home an o= ; )
establish that very special backyard. After all, is it not part o mgsgogﬂgavgas not sustainable. Itis human nature to want to

the Australian dream that we all know about—to own your . .
own home and have your own piece of dirt? You only have I alsp refer to the proposal in the Bill to have rates charged
accordingly in a subsequent year after an amendment has

to drive out along Main North Road to Gawler to see thal -
en made, on which proposal the Deputy Leader com-
there are only a couple of paddocks between those northeremed. The position is grossly unfair. This may affect

suburbs and Gawler, so soon Gawler will be a suburb o ; O
Adelaide. It was less than 10 years ago that tractors, ploughresF)ec.:’uVe authorities in regard to revenue and budget_s but
g?ose inflated values should not be placed on properties in the

harvesters and the like were being used in paddocks . X ;
Golden Grove. Now all you see are thousands of new home irst place. Notional values should be placed first, that is, the

: . f : pinionated value. The dictionary defines ‘notionary value’
Itis a pity, b?cause | still bglleve that Golden Grove Oughtas ‘a speculative, imaginary and abstract figure’. If a person
still to be primary production land and that those people . ; .

ppeals against the notional value and is successful, why

e e onde=e hefhould ey v © pay he fate and unar at when
o ] T i$ seen to be unjust? | have difficulty with that.

Mr Atkinson interjecting: | was a member of local government and | do not think

Mr VENNING: Irrespective of the election result out any local government will be embarrassed in budget terms by
there, | believe we should condense our housing and save otlnis provision being reversed, because it would not involve
prime primary production land. Golden Grove is veryany more than a couple of per cent of total rate revenue. | do
productive, with good rainfall and good soil. That is just onenot think it would affect them. As | said, | have a problem
example of how development can take place on such a largeith that. Councils charge the average value unless they are
scale. One of my strongest supporters used to farm at Goldeuestioned. Then they look at the rate and perhaps drop it but
Grove before this expansion development. | am sure he wouldhat is not the way to carry out honest and credible business.
not have wanted to be charged such rates on the land thdhis like banks charging high interest rates until people shop
given what it is worth today as subdivided housing blocksaround and question them. My point is that, if the true value
In fact, | think he went before the crunch came. | will not of a property is determined after an application for revalu-
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ation is made and assessed, the rate should be charged at taginia, yet we could have been gravity feeding treatment
level in the current year and not be applied in the followingplants onto the fertile plains. We could have had a totally
yeatr. better management system than we have for South Australia.
Itis unfair to pay full tote odds in the year you called for That is now history.
arevaluation or appealed. If it is agreed that the value of your Now we have to look towards the future. In 1979 the
land and rates be lowered, you have to wait for the following.iberal Party—and | commend those responsible at the
year to have the rates reduced to reflect the value of the laritne—saw that it was important that we started to make
a year ago: that is not right. | have a problem with that andnoves to prevent the rating out of primary producers. This
I hope that the Minister will explain the position during the applies across the State but it was particularly important in
third reading stage. the hinterland and the escarpment areas around the northern
| cite the example of a constituent who lives nearand southern suburbs of Adelaide. | declare an interest in this
Mannum. He bought a small property on which to semi retirefrom the point of view that | am a farmer with multiple titles.
yet within two years their rates shot up by almost 60 per cent. Some people want to get at any member of Parliament
This gentleman requested a revaluation and a new notionaivolved in business. If we continue to criticise, hold back
value was placed on the property. He received the benefit @hd push out members of Parliament involved in small
that lower valuation only in the following year. The value of business or whatever, we will end up with a hell of a problem
the property was that of the notional value placed on it. in Parliaments across Australia. Notwithstanding that, the
believe the rate should be applied in the same year and not most important reason | have for supporting this Bill is that
the following year. Thus the Act should be amended. Il am the member for Mawson representing my constituents.
understand that this may cause difficulty in some counciFor some time, | have been concerned about the impost these
areas but they could make an allowance in their budgets @anormous rate increases have had on constituents in rural
cash flows to account for it. | believe it is a wholesaleareas of my electorate.
problem. This is not an isolated example and | do not believe | would like to thank all members of the committee. | also
resolution of the problem would cause much stress t@ongratulate the new Minister who took over this matter. He
councils. | would be surprised if councils were so finely tunechad a lot to learn in getting a handle on the portfolio, but he
that a 3.5 per cent variation in some rates would impact odid not mess about. He realised that this was an important
the financial viability of a council. issue, and he worked closely with departmental staff. He
| agree with the provision of the Bill under which common primarily accepted the recommendations of the committee,
dates of valuation across all councils will provide consistencynd he now has this Bill before the Parliament. | congratulate
to ratepayers. They will have a clear understanding of thinister Matthew for that. While | am throwing out a couple
date on which the valuation was made, and that has na@tf accolades, | am pleased to see, by and large, the coopera-
always been the case in the past. This will also assist in futuriégve support of the Opposition which has allowed us to deal
council amalgamations by providing valuation data at a poinwith the Bill this week. The Deputy Leader’s contribution to
in time. That would be of value. In conclusion, | support thethis Bill is the best | have heard her make thus far.
Bill, apart from those areas | highlighted that need some It took the committee nearly two years to work through the
refinement. recommendations. Particularly with respect to the notional
valuations aspect of the Bill, we now have something that is
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | am pleased to support clear and precise which everybody will understand in the
the Bill, which in some ways is tidying up a number of issuesfuture. We should not have to revisit this matter for a long
that have been outstanding for a long time, particularitime. We should not rush into the legislation: we should
dealing with notional values, a subject in which | have anconsult, adopt a collaborative approach and try to build into
interest. | congratulate you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on youthe Bill something that is in the best interests of all parties.
previous role as Minister for the Environment and NaturalThat has been done now, within reason and given the
Resources in implementing initiatives to get the committegrarameters within which we had to work. | would like to
going that | was privileged to chair when | was your parlia-thank the Local Government Association for its support in the
mentary secretary. In fact, that was one of my most cherisheghatter. | appreciate that some councils had more concerns
years in this place. over the potential loss of revenue than others.
Mr Venning: What a team! Unlike the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, | feel
Mr BROKENSHIRE: As the member for Schubert says: comfortable with other people living in rural areas—or,
what a team! Sir, you showed the initiative to get a committeéndeed, people generally living in that council area—in time
together to address some of these issues that have beeaving to pick up slightly more rates if there is not to be a net
outstanding for some time. In fact, | will go through the reduction in the overall income of the council. All those
history of notional values and talk about other aspects of thpeople are indirectly getting a financial gain by virtue of
Bill later. Prior to the beginning of the Tonkin Government increased capital gains, because of the unique situation in
in 1979, it was the policy of the Liberal Party that we shouldwhich they live where they are able to enjoy the rural
have a policy on notional values because, even then, as thendscape and the rural opportunities for their families. When
member for Schubert stated (but he was wrong by about 10fbu talk to people, you find out that many who live on the
years), we should have been starting to protect our primfinge on the urban sprawl-cum-rural areas do so because
agricultural land not 30 years ago but 130 years ago. Whethey appreciate that open space and that opportunity. Frankly,
Colonel Light was involved in looking at how Adelaide was these days it is a fact of life that everybody has to pay for
to proceed, he knew what he was about. privileges. | do not believe that there will be a major financial
However, we have a situation now where the land orimpost on any of those people.
which we should have built and which we are now protecting, On the other hand, people are talking about being
ironically, is the hills face zone. In terms of recycled watervisionary and looking forward to protecting prime agri-
and so on, we have to pump miles to Willunga Basin orcultural regions. As | have said, the Premier has initiated this
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Food for the Future Council, which | am privileged to we have to give people if we are serious about their making
convene for him. We are looking at increasing agriculturainvestments, and they are not small investments. One has
produce from $5 billion to $15 billion—a 300 per cent only to drive through my electorate, now that we have the
increase—in just 12 years. Itis a tall order, but | am sure weecycled water program going, to see the enormous capital
will get there with the cooperation and the commitment of theexpenditure occurring: $15 000 an acre just to plant up a
team involved. This measure is an important component ofineyard, rising to $40 000 an acre average value of that
that. We all know what happens in agriculture. | have livedvineyard once it has reached year 3 of its maturity. That is a
with it all my life. It is like one big roller-coaster ride: you are massive investment, and you cannot expect people to make
either up on a high or down on a low. You have to be able tadhose investments if they think they will get rated out of it in
have a few things working for you that will help you to the future. Whilst geographically an area like McLaren Vale
budget, and the last thing you want is high council rateand, indeed, your area, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Adelaide
valuations. | might add that they are increasing; in fact, somélills, is also doing a good job with viticulture, horticulture
of the constituents in my area are starting to express conceemd market gardening, other areas are doing so as well; for
about the valuations of their properties. example, the growing of almonds in the Willunga Basin and

For argument’s sake, in my region of Mawson, | haveat Renmark and over the border.
heard some people in council talk about $270 million of value  Because of rates and the wrong signals being given to
added wine alone this year, and that is growing. | was talkingeople, they were feeling insecure about making further
to some people in local government about that only this weekpvestments in these prime agricultural areas. That is how
and they said, ‘We'll have to have a look at how we can gethings started to erode at Lockleys, and so on. Obviously, that
a few more rates out of them.” Wrong! | want to say some-would happen, because it is so close to Adelaide. However,
thing else on that matter. | am getting sick and tired of thahese other areas are far enough out to be protected. We have
Valuer-General's Department being blamed for increases ifegions that need growth, and we have to get industry into
council rates. | have had it with people from local govern-regions such as the Iron Triangle, the South-East, the
ment who say that it is always the responsibility of therjverland, and so on, and get our growth in population there
Valuer-General if rates increase. The fact is simply this: yoland at the same time protect these areas.
may be given a valuation but then you might strike alow rate  the member for Schubert said that people who discover
in the dollar, and | will just leave it at that. The bottom line ey are eligible for notional values should immediately have
is that, if councils do not strike a high rate in the dollar, theyhe right to a reduction in rates, but | do not agree with that.
valuation will not have such a huge impact on council ratesyye had a really close look at that. You have to be fair to local

| also want to commend Mr Scarborough, one of they,yermment here. The member for Schubert mentioned that

officers from the department, and the Acting Valuer-Generaf oy may be losing 2 per cent of their rate. We looked at what
for the work they have done on this matter. As | have saidyq g happen in some areas. In some councils it is a

already, | commend the Local Government Association, othegignificant reduction in income for them, and it has to be a
departmental officers and also the South Australian Farmeggir qeq| for all, as | said before. At least this gives councils
Federation (SAFF). In particular, | would like to thank Sandy, chance to get into their next budget period and assess their
Cameron, who was on the committee as the Chief Executivgyerall budget requirements rather than takingaanhoc

Officer. As | said, we had to look at the matter from all niecemeal approach that makes it very difficult for them to
aspects. This matter involved many complexities, and therﬁudget.

had to be a bit of give and take. The outcome of this Bill is | also do not believe that, given the fact that we have now

a most satisfactory outcome. actually widened the opportunity for people to come in, with
wag?k?eo:atgt% :hc')rf]%‘?SE:tsi’u;ﬁgvg;g?%g?nﬁggoun;gyggglfgah e checks and balances in the notional values parameters, it
o \ AT iS unreasonable for them to have to wait 12 months before
pleased to see that a structure for that is in place. Whilst th . ; . .
Act did allow some discrepancy through the Valuer-General ey get that ﬁpgortum%. hOne Of.hhe things dISfCE.SSEd |ndthe
ultimately, to make a decision on what might happen wit COPmltttehe;/\{hmFl wou Foge W;. corzne outoft |s|—a}n Il
U - < ) ! ieve that the Farmers Federation has a major role to play
appeals or with objections about highest and best perm'ttqtrkthis matter as a service to its members—is the situation

use, | am pleased to see that as a result of the committee wo . . ; .
P concerning notional values, and | look forward to seeing quite

a structure is in place that will be able to look at that and & - h .
lot of marketing carried out to get this message across. |

range of other issues. That is exciting, too, because it wilf: . -
allow people to work through issues for individuals WithoutWOuIOI encourage the Farmers Federation to pick up some of

o0 mich angt and i an npressured way | commend e 1 Bt ettt velatr,such o febency
structure that has now been put in place, and | am sure it 9 y

o . . oo Pecause it has that responsibility and it can probably do it
one which in the future people will say was a great |n|t|at|ve.Petter than anyone else.

| almost felt that the Deputy Leader was having a crack a . L o
this Government's not having had a Valuer-General for a In conclu_5|_on, the report that | had the privilege of signing
while. Obviously that matter is being addressed. Havingff to the Minister—
worked closely with the Acting Valuer-General, | have seen Mr Atkinson: Just ‘signing’; you don’t need the ‘off’.
nothing but professionalism, a damn good job being done and Mr BROKENSHIRE: In conclusion—and | do not need
everything being kept under control. No-one has beeithe assistance of the member for Spence either—in signing
running around screaming and shouting about the fact thaiff the report to the Minister, | appreciated the complexity of
things have not been done. | am not sure what the Deputiyie work that was done by the department and the committee,
Leader was trying to imply there. and | am pleased as a member of the Liberal Party in a

If we are serious about agriculture, we must no longetiberal Government to know that we, in 1998, have shown
allow urban sprawl to put concrete slabs on our best land. Wesome vision and commitment to primary producers and have
have to give the right signals. This is just one of the signalgot in there to support them to make sure that their future, as
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best we can from the point of view of rates, is solid anda five-year tenure. The new Police Commissioner was
sound. employed on that basis, and that is because it is becoming a
I hope that we will get as much bipartisan support as wdairly common way for Government employees, particularly
have received with this Bill for the other jobs that we nowat senior management level, to be employed within the Public
have to do, such as that involving the sale of ETSA. That willService.
be the only way we will be able to help make this State grow, While it is true that there was a difficulty with a previous
by reducing debt and the like that we talk about every day. V/aluer-General in having that individual vacate his office
am pleased that there is some bipartisanship here and to kngwhen moved in employment to a different position within
that my own electorate and many colleagues in futur&Sovernment, it is also equally true that the five-year provi-
generations will see a lot more agriculture and confidence asion is consistent with other Government employment terms

aresult of these initiatives. | support the Bill. and conditions. If the Opposition really did have a genuine
o o concern about the potential for political influence, | would
The Hon. WA. MATTHEW (Minister for Administra- have thought its concern might perhaps be greater when,

tive Services):l thank the Opposition for its frank and open ynder the existing Act, a Liberal Government is able to

support for this Bill and will endeavour to answer its queriesappoint a Valuer-General until that person reaches 65 years
about a COUp|e of minor matters of concern. | also thank th@f age or any other factors come into p|ay

members for Schubert and Mawson for their comments in e Opposition generally believed that in the future it
support of the Bill. While | have done so both informally and | e in Government between now and the time the next
in writing, | take this opportunity to place on the record my 5 5intee attains the age of 65 years, it actually gives the
thanks qnd appreciation to the .member for Mawson fokovernment of the day an opportunity to appoint to that
undertaking the chairing of the notional values working partyy, osition a person who they believe will carry out the duties
and also to you, Mr Deputy Speaker, in your former role as, 5ccordance with the Act and in the interests of the people
Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources, for theys 5o ,th Australia. So. | would have thought the Opposition
establishment of this committee in the first place and for th?night actually look at ,the amendment in a favourable light
foresight in seeing that it needed a conciliatory method fopj this Government is indicating it is only seeking to appoint
bringing together parties with disparate views to reacty \\yer-General for a term of five years and no greater, and

consensus. That was the reason for the delay in the workingg, |4 |eave a subsequent Government or Minister free to

of this committee. , reappoint or to appoint a successor, whatever is determined
It is not an easy task to bring together a group of pEOpl%ppropriate on the day.

Wc')tgitig'rf]fec::‘ngogggﬁg[gungr? d atrr‘](é ?ﬁéﬁﬁgg}'\'fiﬁ It/cl)a\;\(/asaocnh ia | do not see it as a position of the Government exerting
(F:)hairing that committe'e did bring about a consensus 0r&olitic_al influen(_;e but rather a situation Wherf_e the Govern-
notional values. It is for that reason that this Bill can be ent is employing people on a common basis across all of

) . . Government. This has become a common method for
expedited through the Parliament. | thank him for that effort : : o
and | am sure that his constituents in the electorate mploying people, and | would suggest that if the Opposition

Mawson will be particularly appreciative once this Bill has ad any concern at all it would probably have raised that
P y app concern on the appointment of the Police Commissioner, a

passed through the Parliament and they realise that he has Rgq, ) o rant role and one where the Commissioner has
an instrumental role in enshrining in legislation the notlonal?een appointed for a five-year term

values methods that have been applied to date. The Deputy The Deputy Leader also indicated that the Opposition

L f th ition in h t for the Bill— . ; .
eader of the Opposition in her support for the B would have some further questions during the Committee

-'}-Ar:: LK(I)T?,U: AS,\hA%P-?S E@.Sﬂlwgﬁdsﬁ;?: TO say that stage of this Bill. | will endeavour to satisfy the Opposition’s
P : lquestions about any concerns during that stage.

| agree on this occasion. It is actually one of her bette > )
contributions, probably the best contribution | have heard the Bill read a second time.
Deputy Leader of the Opposition make in this Parliament. It In Committee.
may be she is growing in her new role and will make it a little  Clauses 1 to 14 passed.
harder for perhaps the member for Hart or the new member Clause 15.
for Kaurna to realise their ambition in making that move  Mr ATKINSON: The Opposition shares the concern of
further along the bench. __the South Australian Institute of Rate Administrators that

I am sure that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition isperhaps the wording of clause 15, amending section 24 of the
particularly appreciative of the strong support given her byharent Act, is not as certain as it might be, and we wonder
the member for Spence. It may be that the member for Spengghether that clause might not be improved. In the case of
is content with his shadow Attorney-General portfolio. clause 15(b)(1a), after the words ‘is first served’ we suggest
Perhaps he has no aspirations for leadership or depufifserting the words ‘in respect of each financial year’. With
leadership. | would have thought he may be a fine contendggspect to clause 15(b)(1b), after the word ‘valuation’ we

for one of those positions—he is that kind of guy! suggest adding the words ‘referred to above’. Further down
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Would you mind getting back it reads ‘the further notice is the first notice of the valuation’,
to the Bill? but it should read ‘that valuation’. Similarly, in subclause (1c)

The Hon. WA. MATTHEW. Thank you for your ‘the valuation’ should read ‘that valuation'.

guidance, Mr Deputy Speaker. The Deputy Leader indicated \jr pavid Porteous, who is the secretary of the institute,
that she had some concern about the provision in this Bill fop a5 wyritten to the Opposition as follows:
five-year term of employment for the Valuer-General an
\?vasecgﬁie:ﬁed ?h;_ tﬁac;ymae t ?ovtidee t?;% Ggrtjn?t afod The addition of the words indicated above are to make quite clear
y P PP Y Ofyhich valuation is being referred to. It is considered that the words

political influence in that position. | draw to the Deputy appearing in the Bill could be ambiguous. In the case of the words
Leader’s attention that in fact the Police Commissioner hasmitted from (1c)—
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| interpolate that the institute advocates dropping from (1counsel rather than Crown Law. The Opposition is now
the words ‘by that person’'— satisfied that the queries of the South Australian Institute of
it is firmly believed that only one person should be permitted toRate Administrators regarding clause 15 have been properly
lodge an objection to a valuation. If an objection has been submittedinswered. Of course only the test of time will show whether

bccupier Shou not be abie %“f;fisfﬁ‘r'fhé‘rSE%%?%%%SJB%%E%W particular legal interpretation is vindicated, so the
a valuation which has already been considered under an objectio pposition will wait until the effIUXIO_n of time to determine
by the Valuer-General. whether the Government and Parliamentary Counsel were

Will the Minister respond to the concerns of the institute incorrecton this matter. . .

those matters? | am p[eased to see the.member for MacKlllop moving
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The Government, as did back_to h's place, as | be_lleve he may have an important

the Opposition, received the same set of concerns from tﬁ)ntrlbutmn to make on this clause. Should the member for

Institute of Rate Administrators and, as the member fot2cKillop want to make a contribution by way of amend-

Spence would expect, we had the request for change vefjent: I would like— , ,

carefully checked by Parliamentary Counsel. Our legal advice "€ CHAIRMAN:  He will determine that. _

is that the amendments are not necessary to be able to putinto M ATKINSON: - Thank you, Sir, for prolonging

place the intent of this Bill. As the member for Spence wouldconsideration of the clause so that the member for MacKillop

expect, | am prepared to take that legal advice in this are puld get back to his place. It is kind of you to intervene in

and | would have to say— that way to be helpful.
Mr Atkinson interjecting: Mr Brokenshire interjecting: _
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Mr ATKINSON:  If the member for MacKillop chooses

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: |do not see that the words t0 move an amendment to the Bill, the Opposition will be
of clarification suggested by the honourable member makBappy to support him.
any great difference. | am not personally fussed whether or The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: A further point | make to
not they are included and have resolved to accept the leglle Opposition—and | thank it for accepting the version of
advice | have been given that further clarification is notthe Bill before us in relation to the clause under debate—in
needed as it is clear enough as it is, and | do not intend tegspect of the suggested amendment by the Institute of Rate
continue to waste Parliament’s time with it. Administrators to (1c) to remove the words ‘by that person’
Mr ATKINSON: It is characteristic ungraciousness of theis the additional danger that that would reduce the rights of
Minister to describe the letter from the South Australianother people, because at the moment it is possible for more
Institute of Rate Administrators as wasting the Parliament’éhan one interested party to object to a valuation in force. So
time. | would have thought that now is the time in Committeeif the words ‘by that person’ are inserted, it could have the
to deliberate on the detail of the Bill, which is precisely whateffect of—
the Opposition is asking the Minister to do, but he seems to Mr Atkinson: So you want people to object to valuations?
get irritable and is not willing to undertake a detailed The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | would hope that the
examination of the provisions he is putting before themember for Spence is as supportive as | and all members of
Parliament. He relies indolently on the opinion of Crownthis Parliament of the concept that people ought to have the
Law. | assume, and will the Minister confirm, that the legalright to object to a valuation and have it overturned if it is a
advice on which he is relying is from Crown Law, and will wrong valuation. | am sure that the member for Spence would
he further confirm that this is the same outfit that advised thBave no objection to that. Whilst we do not want actively to
Government on school crossing signs and on the Andersagg@ncourage people to object to a valuation, we believe the right
report? ought to exist for them to do so. At times, a valuation is
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Spence wrong—it does not occur very often, but it does happen.
does both himself and myself a great injustice with his words. Mr WILLIAMS: | have serious problems with clause
He accused me of dismissing the letter from the Institute o15(b). Restricting an owner or an occupier to make an
Rate Administrators as wasting Parliament’s time. That is nobbjection within 60 days of service of the notice is a great
what | said. The record will show that | said that | did not change in the regime to which South Australians have
propose to waste Parliament’s time by going through thdecome used over a long period. | am not sure why that
issue in detail because the issue has been decided, in mliange has been introduced into the legislation. Particularly
view, by legal advice received. The honourable member alswithin the farming community that | represent there could be
claimed that | was getting irritable about questioning.quite a few instances where it may not be in a farmer’s best
RegrettablyHansarddoes not show pictorial reference, but interest to have this sort of a restriction. | would like a little
members know that that is not the way that | conduct myselfmore time to discuss this with the Minister with the view to
in the Parliament. making some amendments to the relevant Acts under which
| also indicated that the advice that had been taken wagese notices are served.
from Parliamentary Counsel. | did not indicate that it was  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
from Crown Law, so | can therefore safely say to the MrWILLIAMS: The member for Spence suggests that
honourable member that, in relation to the questions that higis possible for me to ask that progress be reported, to enable
asked as to whether the legal representatives had beete to have those discussions.
involved in giving other advice that Crown Law had been Progress reported; Committee to sit again.
giving, the answer is, ‘No, they were not the same practi-
tioners.’ EVIDENCE (USE OF AUDIO AND AUDIO VISUAL
Mr ATKINSON: | am pleased that the Minister indicates LINKS) AMENDMENT BILL
that the advice is from Parliamentary Counsel. Because it is
advice from such a noble source, the Opposition is happy to Adjourned debate on second reading.
accept that advice, given that it comes from Parliamentary (Continued from 19 March. Page 722.)
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Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Provision is made in the Bill  substantial effort to procure the attendance in South Australia
for witnesses located interstate to give evidence by video asf the prosecution witness. Is the Government willing to
audio link in South Australian courts and for interstate courtsaccept an Opposition amendment to this effect; and, if not,
to receive evidence by video or audio from witnesses in Souttvhy not?

Australia. The Bill makes reciprocal arrangements whereby | turn now to another issue raised by Mr Peek on behalf
the place where the testimony is given virtually becomes pasf the Criminal Law Committee of the Law Society. Mr Peek
of the interstate court. Local laws of contempt apply. The Billwrites:

conforms to a national model sponsored by the Standing \we wonder whether it is altogether wise to gisarte blanche
Committee of Attorneys-General. Our courts cannot make arecognition to the exercise of all present and future powers of an
order for the provisions of this Bill to be used if ‘the court is interstate court.

satisfied that the evidence or submission can be momg seems that Mr Peek does not trust the Governments and
conveniently given or made in this State.’ | would havecourts of other Australian States and Territories to have
thought that that barrier would hardly ever arise. civilised criminal laws, rules of evidence and rules of court.

Neither may an order be made if ‘the court is satisfied byPerhaps he thinks that one or more Australian jurisdictions
a party opposing the making of a direction that the directiorwill fall to the Evan Whitton view of the world and have from
would be unfair to the party.’ It is on this point that the thattime a continental system of justice. | suppose that if that
Opposition has received a copy of a letter to the Attorneyoccurred we could break off relations with that State or
General from Mr D.H. Peek, Chairman of the Criminal Law Territory under the Evidence Act. Mr Peek writes:
Committee of the Law Society. Opposition members will |t might be preferable to spell out in an inclusive way the
recall Mr Peek’s extraordinary paper responding to theparticular powers or types of power that the recognised court may
Opposition’s Bill to abolish self-induced intoxication with exercise in South Australia rather than, as is presently proposed,
alcohol or drugs as an excuse for crime. Itis lawyers such I(IJ_W thte Cgecognlsed court to exercise any power except for those
Mr Peek who make articles such as that of journalist Evane,Inea ed- . ) . )

Whitton in theWeekend Australiaf21-22 March 1998) seem | disagree with Mr Peek on this: thg _Ewdence Actis already
so compelling. The article reviews Mr Whitton's forthcoming CUmbersome enough without outlining the heads of power

bookThe Cartel: Lawyers and their Nine Magic Trickhe ~ that interstate courts can exercise in South Australia.
article is entitled ‘Law crimes’ and is introduced with the Members will note that the clauses of this Bill create new

words: sections of the Evidence Act numbered—and wait for it—
Evan Whitton has reported on our legal system for 30 years Hi591_0 and 591P. We have only 26 Iet_ters in the alphabet. To
verdict: truth is the first casualty of the law, and it's lawyers alnd%‘c;h'eve What Mr Peek wants, the EVIde:nce Act W.OUId hqve
criminals who benefit. to be entirely redrafted and be much thicker than it now is.
Moreover, | think the Law Society proposal is wrong on
principle. | am sufficiently cosmopolitan, | think, to be
. ~~’ comfortable with the criminal and evidence law of other
Abbott of Barnard Street, Nor.th Adelaide that | think Australian States and Territories—especially as | was legally
Mr Abbott myst have sat for the |Ily§trator. educated in another Territory—and | do not think these laws
_If the British common law tradition and our system of ee( to be filtered by our Evidence Act as though they were

the Peeks and Abbotts of this world from public view becausgyis previous papers.

they are unconsciously witnesses for Whitton. Mr Peek's  pembers interjecting:

letter states: Mr ATKINSON: And | notice the members for Playford
The right of an accused person to have a witness give evidenand Peake interjecting to indicate their assent to that proposi-
in his presence is a fundamental rightthe witness should give his tion. Mr Peek’s point may be valid when, as the Standing

evidence in open court so that his or her appearance and demean - i - . :
can be fully seen and assessed by all, particularly the jury or oth ﬁ%mmlttee of Attorneys-General intends, video and audio

tribunal of fact, as an important aspect of determining credibility.INks are arranged with overseas courts. With those remarks,
Such matters can be largely lost in evidence given by video linkand subject to the Minister's answering the questions raised

Further, but very much allied to the above, the cross-examination gfy detail satisfactory to the Opposition, the Opposition
a witness by video link is fraught with practical difficulties. For l;fonditionally supports the Bill.

example, the putting of a document to such a witness which is i

possession of the defendant or his counsel or is in the courtroom is - -
well nigh impossible. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Administra-

Mr Peek’s remarks about video links are even stronger whetive services): thank the member for Spence for providing
9 fonditional support from the Opposition in relation to this

appl_ied to audio links. | am not sure that Mr Peek, in theBiII. The debate by the Opposition shadow spokesman
oplinlon t%at hfe ten(?jgrelq tf theé?—;ove.rnme.r:jt, IS FV\I/(are that tibeeveloped more into agreement or disagreement with various
Bill provides for gu 10 1in ;an hotjust video .|n S points raised by Mr Peek in his paper on behalf of the Law
The House will be surprised to know that | think Mr Peek gqciety, and | feel that | will not be able to give justice to the
makes good points. | would like the Minister to respond tomemper for Spence’s questions in relation to that paper in the
them during his reply. | agree with Mr Peek when he writes;qynd-up at the end of the second reading stage. Inevitably,
This scenario will inevitably become more common as prosecua diatribe of questions will result in Committee. So, with
tors find it more convenient not to procure the presence of thegnose words, | will take my seat and wait for the Bill to pass
interstate prosecution witnesses. into Committee to answer questions from the member for
The Criminal Law Committee of the Law Society submitted Spence.
to the Government that before availing itself of the provisions  Bill read a second time.
of the Bill the prosecution ought to prove that it made a In Committee.

The article is worth reading for Patrick Cook’s cartoons
which remind me so strongly of criminal lawyer Michael
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Clauses 1 and 2 passed. Mr ATKINSON: The Minister interjects to ask, ‘Am |
Clause 3. going to ask a question?’” The Committee stage is not
Mr ATKINSON: | must say that | am surprised by the necessarily for the asking of questions. | have already asked
way in which the Government is handling or, rather, mishanthose questions at the second reading stage and the Minister
dling the Bill before us. This is quite a complicated Bill and ostentatiously decided not to answer them at the second
its passage requires a Minister who has familiarised himseleading stage. | can speak three times on any clause in a
or herself with the provisions of the Bill. As so often happensCommittee stage and | do not have to ask any questions. | can
in the House on sleepy afternoons after Question Time, thmerely express my opinion and that is what | am doing. But,
Opposition is more familiar with a Government Bill than is as it happens, | will ask a question.
the Minister who is representing the Government in the |am glad that, Sir, now having been correctly briefed, you
Chamber. It is most unsatisfactory that the Minister representccept the points | made earlier. | would not want to appear
ing the Attorney-General in this place is not present in thelisrespectful or dissenting from your tremendous wisdom,
House to deal with the Bill. It is just not good enough. but I do think we have had a meeting of minds after you have
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: been counselled about the Bill. | am glad you read the entire
Mr ATKINSON: What does the Minister mean by ‘usual Bill before the Committee stage began. That delights me,
protocol'? The Minister has been invited by me to explainbecause it is more than the Minister has done.
what he means by ‘usual protocol’. This is a Minister who, | ask the Minister: is there merit in amending the Bill as
from the time he lobbed here in 1989, has continually drawnhe Law Society advocates so that it is harder for the prosecu-
attention to the absence from the House of members of thgon to call on a video or audio link instead of requiring a
Opposition for the purpose of criticising them, when that isprosecution witness to come to South Australia and sit or
bad parliamentary manners. He has been doing it for ninstand in the court and for his or her demeanour to be exam-
years yet now he talks to me about parliamentary protocolined by defence counsel and for him or her to be cross-
The point is that there is a Minister representing theexamined by the defence in the usual and proper way? The
Attorney-General in the House, and | know that, because Bill can be seen as potentially disadvantageous to defence
have been notified of that Minister’s identity and becausegounsel in a criminal trial. Does the Government think there
when | ask questions in the House either on notice or withousire any merits in Mr Peek’s criticism of these provisions of
notice, it is that Minister who responds. the Bill? Will the clause allow video and audio links to be too
In the last Parliament, the former member for Waite, theeasily obtained by the prosecution with a view to denying the
Hon. Stephen Baker, handled the Attorney-General’s Bills irdefendant some of his or her constitutional rights?
the House of Assembly, and he did a very good job of The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am advised that on
familiarising himself with those Government Bills, even receipt of Mr Peek’s letter the Attorney-General deemed it
though he was not the Attorney-General. | am yet to see whaippropriate to make an amendment to the Bill prior to his
sort of a Minister representing the Attorney-General théntroducing it in Parliament. The Attorney amended section
member for Adelaide will be, but it is simply not satisfactory 59(i)(e)2(c) to provide that the party must prove disadvantage
to send into the House a Minister who is not familiar with theby direction and that it should be for the party to prove
Bill and who is not familiar with the portfolio. The Opposi- disadvantage or it would inappropriately allow the defence
tion was going to support this Bill provided the Governmentalways to defeat the issue. The Attorney introduced that
could answer a few simple questions. The Minister wasrovision into the Bill on receipt of that letter from Mr Peek.
invited during the second reading debate— Progress reported; Committee to sit again.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! | have shown some flexibility
in this issue and | have enabled the member for Spence to VALUATION OF LAND (MISCELLANEOUS)
make his point. | think he has made that point well. AMENDMENT BILL
Mr ATKINSON: No, | haven't, Sir.
The CHAIRMAN: | would suggest that we get backto  In Committee (resumed on motion).
debating the clauses in the Bill and we are on clause 3. (Continued from page 760.)
Mr ATKINSON: Sir, if you had read the Bill, if you had
had a close look at it, you would see that the Bill has only Clauses 15 and 16 passed.
three clauses and the substantive part of the Bill is clause 3. Clause 17.
There is, in effect, nothing but clause 3, so | am debating the Mr ATKINSON: In its letter to the Opposition the South
Bill, because the Bill is clause 3. Australian Institute of Rate Administrators asks why the
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair is very much aware wording of clause 17 of the Bill is not the same as in the
of the fact that the Bill has only three clauses. The Chairmagquivalent sections in the Local Government Act—just for
has had the opportunity to study the Bill beforehand. Theréhe sake of consistency.
is no need for the member for Spence to get excited about The Hon. WA. MATTHEW.: Asthe member for Spence
that. The fact is that the opportunity is provided through thevould be aware, the Local Government Act to which he
third reading for questions to be asked of the Minister abouteferred has not yet been proclaimed and that the Minister for
the Bill. I invite the member for Spence to do that. Local Government has flagged a review of that Act. | would
Mr ATKINSON: Sir, | cannot accept that, because | amexpect that the question the member for Spence raises would
trying to scrutinise the Bill with a view to getting answers be accommodated in that further review and change to the
from the Minister and getting the Bill amended, if that is in Act. The point is understood and well made, but the Act has
the interests of justice. If | wait until the third reading, we not been proclaimed.
will just end up with a Bill that the Opposition cannot support ~ Mr ATKINSON: | thank the Minister for his splendid
and it may go down in a screaming heap. | am trying to do &nswer to our query.
mechanic’s job on the Bill to fix it up. | believe now that— Clause passed.
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: Schedule passed.
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Clause 14—reconsidered. Clause 3.

Mr WILLIAMS: | move: Mr ATKINSON: My questions about the clause, which

Page 4, line 29—After ‘that document will’ insert *, subject to IS effectively the Bill, were those of the Law Society and
the regulations, Mr Peek. Just to refresh the Minister, Mr Peek’s criticisms—

Before my consultation with the Deputy Valuer-General, the  1he CHAIRMAN: Order! | ask the member for Spence
Minister and the member for Mawson, | had objections to_to resume his seat. | request that the little meeting going on
clause 15, which reduces the period during which landownef8 the far corner cease. ,

can object to their evaluations from an open period of any MrATKINSON: In his letter, Mr Peek said:

time during the year to 60 days. After those negotiations, | The right of an accused person to have a witness give evidence
was quite happy to see clause 15 stand. This amendmefit,his presence is a fundamental right.

which has the concurrence of the Minister, will insert aHe went on:

regulation into the Act that provides that the account, The witness should give his evidence in open court so that his or
assessment or notice for rates, etc. will clearly specify théer appearance and demeanour can be fully seen and assessed by alll,
time allowed for the objection. If we are to change somethingparticularly the jury or other tribunal of fact, as an important aspect
as basic at this, it should be enshrined in the legislation sgf.gaerm'r."”g greq('jb'“t}’: I(SUCh matters can be largely lost in
that, when someone gets a rate notice, they are aware that cnee given by vi ep . ) o o

there has been a major change and that they have only @md lost even more if the ewdenc_e is given by audio link as
days to make their objection. | thank the member for Spenceontemplated by the Bill. He continues:

for his input into this matter, and | commend the amendment  Further, but very much allied to the above, the cross-examination
to the Committee. of a witness by video link is fraught with practical difficulties. For

. . example, the putting of a document to such a witness which is in

Mr ATKINSON:  Not 20 minutes ago the member for ossession of a defendant or his counsel or in the court room is well

MacKillop was full of fire to protect the rights of land- nigh impossible.
holders—particularly neighbours who had heard that theif goes on:
neighbour had had a valuation overturned—to object to a This scenario will inevitably become more common as prosecu-

valuation, and now he has meekly given into the PubliGys'fing it more convenient not to procure the presence of interstate
Service and accepted an amendment which would merely telhd prosecution witnesses.

the poor land-holder that he or she had only 60 days in Whiclcme Criminal Law Committee of the Law Society proposes

to appeal. _ o N that the burden ought to be on the prosecution to establish
There he was, fired up, and now he is just willing to accepinat it made a substantial effort to procure the attendance in

notice of an amendment which he previously regarded a§qoyth Australia of prosecution witnesses. So, Mr Peek’s

unjust. The Opposition was willing to support him to go theconcern and the Law Society’s concern is that prosecutions
whole way and not just consider this modest amendment bufy the criminal trial will use the Bill to be slack and to have

if this modest amendment is what the member for MacKillopiinesses give evidence by video or audio link from inter-

Wants,.t.hen in the interests of our beautiful friendship thesate thereby putting them beyond the reach of proper cross-
Opposition will agree to it. examination by counsel for the accused.
_MrBROKENSHIRE: | support the member for Mac- | have to reiterate all of this because we are having tag
Killop's initiative. | discussed this matter with him becauseteam legislating at the moment. | had one Minister represent-
it affects my electorate as much as it affects his. This is g the Attorney-General during the second reading and the
good compromise. By virtue of this regulation, people will first half of the Committee stage and now we have Killer
know clearly that they have a 60-day objection period. If weowalski or Skull Murphy come in. We have the member for
adopt the principle ofaveat empterlet the buyer beware—  Adelaide come in to represent the Attorney-General in this
and people are buying the services of rating authorities, 6ftter stage of the debate, and | have had to go over material
days is fair and adequate. They should be clear in understang-order to apprise the Government of the contents of the Bill.
ing that they have 60 days, and this is a good amendment; hope the Minister will be able to answer the question
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW:. The Government accepts competently because, if he does not, the Opposition will not
the amendment moved by the member for MacKillop. Ipe supporting it.
highlight to the Committee that the member for MacKillop  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: First, it is important to
has used the Committee stage of this Bill as it ought to bendicate that audio visual and audio linking is hardly a
used, that is, to improve the outcome and ensure that it is garticularly frightening concept. | am informed that the
Bill in the public interest. The member for MacKillop’s Tasmanian and Queensland Governments are currently
amendment provides a change very much in the publigonsidering enactment of these model provisions.
interest. It will ensure that his constituents and even those Mr Atkinson: That's not the point: answer the substance
constituents in the electorate of the member for Spence agg the question.

fully aware of the changed provisions and of their right t0  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am. The Victorian

object to a valuation within a 60-day period. Parliament has passed an Act to deal with audio visual and
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. audio linking. Clearly, it is not concerned.
Title passed. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Bill read a third time and passed. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, please allow me to get
to the answer. | am just indicating that a number of your
EVIDENCE (USE OF AUDIO AND AUDIO VISUAL august former colleagues already utilise the options we are
LINKS) AMENDMENT BILL attempting to put in. Indeed, the result of inquiries at the
Supreme Court and District Court registries indicate that they
In Committee (resumed on motion). do not have facilities at the moment to allow for a video link-

(Continued from page 762.) up but they have facilities for telephone conferencing. The
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District Court has one court equipped for a video link-up ando have the impression that anyone can park in these slots. If
it has used the facility on a number of occasions within thighat impression were created, many members of the public
State. would no longer respect the disabled slots and would park
Mr Atkinson: That's not the question. there with the excuse that they had seen people who were not
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No. You made a number very disabled parking in these slots. It does not take much for
of allegations about the validity of representation by theséhe rule of law to lose its persuasive force. For many years,
forms and | am taking this opportunity to point out that therewe have had a problem with able-bodied motorists parking
are a number of particular courts and registries that already the disabled slots. | well remember the late Clem Gold-
use this. The District Court and the Supreme Court havéinch, a Devon Park identity, posing with a shillelagh at the
facilities for telephone conferencing but not for audio visual Arndale disabled persons’ parking slots to deter law breakers.
Clearly, the member for Spence is implying that audioThe Bill extends the eligibility—
would be worse than audio visual. This is even an improve- The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:

ment on that. Having said that, | am also informed that the Mr ATKINSON: Well, he may have had an offensive
Bill that was circulated has been altered by the insertion ofveapon. Indeed, his picture with the offensive weapon was
section 591E(2)(c) following the Attorney-General's published in theWeekly Timesa paper circulating in the
receiving the letter from Mr Peek. The rationale behind it isdistrict. However, | am pleased to say the Regency Park
merely that the party must prove that it is disadvantaged byolice, then based at Hindmarsh, decided not to prosecute
the direction— Mr Goldfinch, and his record remained unblemished to his
Mr Atkinson: Hooray! dying day. The Bill extends eligibility for disabled parking
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am getting to it; | said permits to people with a temporary physical impairment that
I would. It should be for the party to prove disadvantage ofestricts their speed of movement and whose ability to use
it would perhaps allow inappropriately the defence always tgublic transport is significantly impeded by the impairment.
defeat the issue. Of course, the clause always allows the courtefer the House to clause 9 of the Bill, amending sec-
to have the discretion. tion 98X of the parent Act. ACROD, the national industry
Mr ATKINSON: | am delighted that the Minister finally association for disability services, queries the tests on speed
got there via answering questions that the Opposition askasf movement and access to public transport as the test for
in another place. Now that he knows which House he is irentitlement to the parking permit. It says physical impairment
and which question is being asked, | thank him for answeringhould be enough. It argues:
the question and for doing so in much the same way as the g1y individuals with physical impairments should qualify for

previous Minister handling the Bill answered the same; permit regardiess of the ability to use public transport.
question. | am most grateful for getting a double dip from the nd it adds:

Government today. The Minister’s answer is so satisfactor

that the Opposition will now support the Bill. One of the main reasons for a person with physical impairment
Clause passed needing a special parking permit is to be able to use the wide
. ’ dedicated car parking space so that egress and access to the vehicle
Title passed. is possible. People who need to use sticks, walking frames, crutches,
Bill read a third time and passed. wheelchairs or scooters cannot use the regular car parking spaces.

Perhaps the Minister would like to respond to
ACROD's comments. | note again that, in the spirit of tag
team legislating, we have not the Minister representing the
Minister for Transport, the Hon. Dean Brown, but another
Minister who, although he is not familiar with the transport
portfolio, is mercifully, owing to a previous portfolio,
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Opposition thinks this familiar with disabilities. Soll would welcome him here. |
measure is a sensible extension of the entitlement to pafkonder whether any application for the permit will be refused

one’s vehicle in the wide disabled persons’ parking slots apecause the applicant lives near a bus route on which the
shopping centres and other car parks. Members will peblendid new kneel-down buses are used and, therefore, the

familiar with these car parks; they are in lined car parks.Thegggpplicant has access to public transport, a question the

MOTOR VEHICLES (DISABLED PERSONS’
PARKING PERMITS) AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 17 March. Page 611.)

are the broadest car parks with a disabled motif spray-paintdtinister might take on board. As | speak, the tag occurs and

onto the asphalt in the middle. Indeed, when my chapdfose questions | have raised on the second reading of the Bill

recently re-established itself on Port Road at West CroydorVill now be forgotten by the Government because it has

although we have only a very small congregation we wer&h@nged Ministers, and it is a most unsatisfactory way to

required by the council to have a disabled persons’ car pargdislate. This is a Government whose legislating is simply

in our backyard, and we duly complied, while grumbling thatm.chaos. It cannot under_stgnd W'hat is going oniin the House

none of our parishioners was currently disabled. | mentioliS afternoon. Perhaps it is having secret meetings about a

that to show how common these car parks are now. It {§1ater. It certainly is not concentrating on the main game,

important that Parliament is careful not to widen the eligibili- Which is legislating.

ty to park in the disabled slots too much lest the public have The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

the impression that just about anyone can park their car there. Mr ATKINSON: The member for Unley is engaging in

If this impression were conveyed, many members of th@nother constitutional flight of fancy. Mr Acting Speaker,

public would no longer respect— would you grant me a small pause so that | can reorganise
The Hon. G.M. Gunn: They even park there now. myself given that | have now an entirely different Minister
Mr ATKINSON: The member for Stuart is uncharacter- to whom I will have to address the question?

istically right: able-bodied people park in those parks now, The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: On a point of order,

and | am coming to that. | do not want members of the publidMr Acting Speaker, there is no Standing Order that allows
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anyone to take a small pause. Either the member speaks table a second reading explanation without reading it, and |

sits down and allows other members to proceed. would respond immediately at his request in order to facilitate
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Scalzi): | ask the the legislative process. So, if he had any memory of that, he
honourable member to proceed with his contribution. would not make that kind of remark.
Mr Hanna interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | invite the member

Mr ATKINSON: As the member for Mitchell says, we for Spence to get back to the second reading debate on the
hear the voice of authority in the Chair, someone with a deepill.
scholarly background in the Standing Orders and tradition of Mr ATKINSON: Sir, like Bonnie Prince Charlie’s troops
the House. | am happy to comply with your direction, Sir. | at Culloden, | am being sorely provoked by the Government
also thank the member for Unley for making a valueless pointroops, and | have responded as the highlanders did at
of order which enabled me to have a pause and to gather ngulloden.
thoughts. The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Moving right along, ‘temporary physical impairment’is ~ Mr ATKINSON: Yes, and lost, but nobly so.
defined in the legislation as an impairment ‘likely to endure  An honourable member interjecting:
for more than six months but is not likely to be permanent’.  Mr ATKINSON: No, for the information of the member
A person issued with a permit on the grounds of temporaryor Hartley, Bonnie Prince Charlie did not lose his head—
impairment will have the permit for 12 months unless the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Registrar of Motor Vehicles issues the permit for a shorter Mr ATKINSON: —although he fought nobly against an
period. A person issued with a disabled parking permit on th@legitimate royal family.
grounds of permanent impairment has the permit for a The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

maximum of five years. ACROD says that people with such  pr ATKINSON: High Anglicans such as myself always

a permit should have it permanently and not have to go to thenjoy dressing up! | had just said, before | was sorely

trouble of renewing it every five years. | hope that theprovoked, that corresponding interstate laws will be gazetted.

Minister, paying careful attention as he is, has heard thatam sorry to say that the schedule to the Bill contains the

question. Would the Minister care to comment on this point3yicked conversion of divisional penalties to cash sums and
Is there potential for abuse with a permanent permit? Ipecific terms of imprisonment, but | have spoken at length

this connection, | should add that the permit of a physicallyapout the iniquity of that Government initiative and | shall

impaired person may be displayed and used by a non-disablegly no more on the point now. The Opposition supports the
driver. Clause 5 makes it clear that the permit may be usegdj||.

only ‘while the vehicle is in the course of being used for the
transportation of the disabled person’. The Bill extends the  Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | will make a brief contribution
entitlement to a permit to ‘an organisation that provides to ain supporting the second reading of the Bill. | am very
least four disabled persons services that include transportatigieased to advise that in the electorate of Mitchell there are
services'. Clause 8 of the Bill extends to interstate permitwo schools, the Suneden Special School and St Ann's
holders under a corresponding law the ability to use ouBpecial School in Marion, which will be only too glad for this
disabled parking spaces. legislation to be passed as soon as possible. They are both
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Are you giving a second reading organisations which provide to at least four disabled persons
speech? services that include transportation services, because the
Mr ATKINSON: | am giving a second reading speech. students who attend those schools are frequently taken out on
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: excursions, etc. When they go to places such as the Westfield
Mr ATKINSON: | guess the member for Unley has now Shopping Town at Marion, they can take advantage of
been in Government so long that he thinks the Oppositiomisabled permits in the future once this legislation is enacted,
ought not to be able to make a second reading contributiorand | am therefore very pleased to support it. | will have great
Of course | am making a second reading contributionpleasure in informing the schools of their entitlements once
because the Opposition is allowed to and it is expected to. She measure is passed.
that is just what | am doing. | will not be intimidated by the
member for Unley into not making a second reading contribu- Ms RANKINE (Wright): 1 also stand to support this Bill
tion. I am making a second reading contribution because itiand to register my approval that it incorporates a provision
the Opposition’s right and because we are expected to as pdat allows people with temporary physical impairment also
of normal parliamentary procedure. In fact, the member foto have parking permits. | also concur with the member for
Unley would be one of the first to complain if the Opposition Spence that we should not widen the disabled parking permits
let Bills go through without conducting a second readingtoo much to prevent them from being discounted. However,
examination of the Bill. So, of course that is what | am doing.| am concerned that these are restricted to people who are
Also, if my speech bears some resemblance to a speecliikely to endure their temporary impairment for more than six
Minister might normally give as a second reading explanimonths.
ation, it is because the Ministers of this Government on any When this legislation was discussed in another place, an
Bill today have singularly failed to make an ordinary secondssue was raised highlighting a significant inadequacy relating
reading explanation, and the reason for that is that they have a case that came to my attention through the office of the
not been here. We have had tag team legislation, in caseember for Ramsay. It related to a four-year-old child in a
members have not noticed. So, | am doing the Minister’s jolull-body cast. The family could not use normal car parking
for him. And | am sure he thinks | am doing a fine job of it. spaces to get the child in and out of their car, yet they were
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: refused a disabled parking permit. | am concerned that even
Mr ATKINSON: Inresponse to the Minister, there have with this provision included in the Bill families in those
been many occasions, especially when the Hon. Stephaircumstances would still not be eligible for temporary
Baker, his loyal Deputy, was here, when the Minister woulddisabled parking status. | ask the Government to look at the
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fact that families need to function and impairments that may have written to the Minister for Transport on behalf of a
not last six months still have a significant impact on people’siumber of groups, and | am pleased that it has come to pass.
lives and should be taken into consideration. Debate adjourned.

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | also rise briefly to support the [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m ]
Bill. It is very important that the Government has seen fit to
address the difficulties of the disabled by extending the
permit. Like many members in this place, | have had
representation from constituents who have been affected
adversely by the limits of the current provisions with regard
to disabled permits. Although there will always be some who[i
say it does not go far enough and people who are inconveni-
enced because with short-term illnesses they will not b%hildren’s Services and Training): | move:
proviged ‘fNith p?rmitﬁ, ne_\ﬁetr)thek?_ss%, it doeshirlwcr(_aallsg the" T4t this Bill be now read a second time
number of people who will benefit from such legislation . : S
while at the same time acknowledging permits from inter-.I seHek Iea\ée @tohha\t/e the s%qonqtreadlng explanation inserted
state. In so doing the Bill addresses those problems ang Hansarawrtnout my reading it
inconsistencies of the past. For those reasons | support the Le.ave'granted. »
Bill and commend the Government on the extensive consultq.\;eTh'S Bill repeals those provisions of thobacco Products

tion it has had with various groups in the community to comqicegnlggt}ggséd 199That relate to the imposition aid valorem

up with legislation to ensure that as many disadvantaged on 5 August 1997 the High Court held that New South Wales
people as possible with disabilities have their problemsobacco franchise fees were invalid under section 90 of the Aust-
addressed and to ensure they are able to have some recoq]ﬁli.an Constitution. While the South Australian Acts were not

. e . . . : ecessarily invalid, the decision left such doubt over the consti-
tion of the difficulties they have with parking permits. FOr y yionar validity of business franchise fees on tobacco, petroleum and

TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATION (LICENCE
FEES) AMENDMENT BILL

Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,

those reasons | support the Bill. liquor that the States and Territories had little choice but to cease
collecting them.
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Local As a result of this decision States and Territories faced an annual

. ‘o P revenue shortfall in excess of $5 billion and were exposed to
Government): | commend the Minister for this initiative. | potential claims for many billions of dollars of refunds of fees paid

listened to the contributions of members opposite in terms ah the past. These revenues have been used in the past, and are
the extension of the parking permit provision for people whoneeded in the future, to finance expenditure on roads, health and
are not necessarily permanently disabled. As the member fgflucation services.

- : : The revenue loss to the States and Territories meant that there
Unley | have had an experience in this area, and | Commerwas no alternative but to ask the Commonwealth to use its taxation

the Minister for Transport for her sensitive handling of thepowers to collect revenue previously raised by State and Territory
issue. A number of my constituents unfortunately suffer frombusiness franchise fees on tobacco, petroleum and liquor and to
HIV-AIDS, and they have approached me on this issueintroduce windfall gains tax legislation to protect the States and

; ; Jerritories from exposure to refund claims.
Previously they had not been able to get a car parking perml-{, The Commonwealth has agreed to this request on the clear

despite the fact that in the latter stages of the disease they Cgfijerstanding that the States and Territories will repeal the relevant
be severely physically incapacitated and have a need fgjovisions of their business franchise fee Acts, with effect from the
private transport and to park as close as they can to facilitiegates on which the increases in Commonwealth excise and wholesale

. sales tax were imposed on each of the affected products.
| approached the Minister for Transport about one SUch ™ Thjs gil| puts that commitment into effect. Separate amending

elector and she was very good in ensuring that that electdills are being introduced to remove tiael valoremlicence fee
received a parking permit. Any decent Minister, Liberal orprovisions of thePetroleum Products Regulation Act 1985d the
Labor, would seek to do the same. It is commendable that thféqlllor L'Censé”t%ACé_ﬁgz b b
Bill provides for people such as that as it shows proper ' cOMmendtnis bBIY o honourab’e MEMuers.
A . Explanation of Clauses
sympathy and understanding for people who sometimes are cjause 1: Short title
not permanently disabled but, at a critical time in their life, This clause is formal.
find themselves in need. | commend the Minister on that Clause 2: Commencement
aspect of the Bill and on the development this Bill makes forThis clause provides for commencement of this measure on a day to

- be fixed by proclamation.
disabled people generally. Clause 3: Amendment of long title

This clause amends the long title of the principal Act. This change
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | reinforce the point raised is consequential on the removalad valoremlicence fees.
by the member for Wright. | have been contacted by families,, Clause 4: Amendment of s. 3—Objects of Act

. . - his clause alters the objects of the principal Act. This change is
who have a member of their family temporarily disabled forconsequential on the removal ad valoremicence fees.

a period of less than six months, but their disability is" Clause 5: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation

debilitating for that time. They have raised the concern thathis clause removes definitions that are made unnecessary by other
such people need a temporary parking permit just for thaglauses of this measure.

period. People who have children in plaster casts to the wais]thig'%:flfsg '?e%%eﬂ Oghsé Sapplication orovision. This change is
and so on, find it d|ff|cult_ to manage. _Thl_s situation will not consequential on the removalad valoremiicence fees.

be resolved for the constituent | am thinking of, but for others  cjause 7: Substitution of Part 2

in future | concur with the member for Wright that it needs This clause removes the provisions relating to the imposition,
to be examined. assessment and recoveryaaf valoremicence fees and substitutes
new sections.
) , PART 2
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | briefly commend the LICENCES

Government on the Bill. | am pleased to see this happen as 6. Requirement for licence
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This section makes it an offence for a person to carry on th@ his clause repeals section 74 as it is to be incorporated in the new
business of selling tobacco products by retail, or to hold himselsection 6.
or herself as carrying on such a business, without holding a Clause 20: Amendment of s. 76—Minister may require verifi-

licence under the Act. The maximum penalty is $5 000. cation of information
7. lIssue or renewal of licence This clause removes a reference to the Commissioner of State
This section empowers the Minister to issue and renew licenTaxation.

ces. Clause 21: Amendment of s. 78—Confidentiality
8. Licence term, etc. This clause amends section 78 so that confidential information

This section provides for the term of a licence to be one yeacannot be disclosed to State, Territory or Commonwealth officers
and allows a licence to be renewed for successive terms of a yea@angaged in the administration of laws relating to taxation or customs.
9. Licence conditions Clause 22: Amendment of s. 80—Immunity from personal liability
This section empowers the Minister to fix and vary conditionsThis clause removes a reference to the Commissioner of State
on licences and makes it an offence for a person to contravengaxation.
or fail to comply with a condition of a licence. The maximum Clause 23: Substitution of s. 82
penalty is $5 000. 82.  Prosecutions
10.  Form of application and licence fee This section limits the period for commencing proceedings
This section requires an application for the issue, renewal or  for expiable offences against the Act to that prescribed for
variation of a licence to be made in a manner and form approved expiable offences by th@ummary Procedure Act 1921
by the Minister and contain the information required by the  Clause 24: Repeal of ss. 83 and 84
Minister. It also requires an applicant to provide any informationThis clause removes provisions dealing with the recoverpdf
that the Minister reasonably requires for the purpose of determinvaloremlicences fees.
ing the application, and pay the licence fee prescribed by the Clause 25: Amendment of s. 85—Evidence
regulations. This clause makes changes to evidentiary provisions consequential
11.  Cancellation or suspension of licence on the removal o&d valorenmlicence fees.
This section empowers the Minister to suspend or cancel a Clause 26: Amendment of s. 87—Regulations
licence if satisfied that the licensee has contravened the Act oFhis clause makes changes to the regulation-making power conse-

is not or no longer for any reason a fit and proper person. quential on the removal @&fd valorenlicence fees.
12.  Review of decision of Minister Clause 27: Substitution of schedules 1 and 2
This section provides a right of review of decisions of the This clause removes forms. This change is consequential on the
Minister under Part 2 of the Act. removal ofad valoremlicence fees.
13.  Appeal SCHEDULE
This section provides a right of appeal to the District Court Transitional Provision
from a decision of the Minister on a review under section 12. This schedule provides for a class A licence authorising the sale
Clause 8: Repeal of s. 28 of tobacco products by retail in force before the commencement of
This clause repeals an unnecessary interpretative provision. this measure to continue until the expiry of the period for which it
Clause 9: Amendment of s. 38—Sale of tobacco products te/as granted or renewed.
children Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate.

This clause makes minor amendments that are consequential on the

removal ofad valoremlicence fees.
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 39—Evidence of age may b&OLICE SUPERANNUATION (MISCELLANEOUS)

required AMENDMENT BILL
This clause makes amendments that are consequential on other
amendments made by this measure. Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

Clause 11: Amendment of s. 47—Smoking in enclosed publiﬁme
dining or cafe areas ; . .
This clause removes reference to a Division of the Act struck outby | he Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
this measure. Children’s Services and Training): | move:
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 58—Continuation of Fund That this Bill be now read a second time.
This clause makes a minor amendment that is consequential on th@ ek |eave to have the second reading explanation inserted

removal ofad valoremlicence fees. . . o
Clause 13: Amendment of s. 63—Appointment of authoriseli? Hansardwithout my reading it.

officers Leave granted.

This clause amends section 63 so that authorised officers under the Thjs Bill seeks to make a number of technical amendments to the
Taxation Administration Act 199re no longer authorised officers  police Superannuation Act 1990, and deals with issues that have
under the Tobacco Products Regulation Act. This change igrisen in the administration of the Act. A number of the proposed

consequential on the removal ad valoremlicence fees. _technical amendments are similar to amendments made in July 1997
Clause 14: Amendment of s. 65—Power to require informationo the Superannuation Act 1988.
or records or attendance for examination One of the amendments proposed results from recent amend-

This clause removes references to the Commissioner of Statfients to the Police Act, whereby commissioned officers are
Taxation. This change is consequential on the remowatioflorem  appointed on contract. As a result of contract employees now par-
licence fees. . _ticipating in the police superannuation schemes, the provisions of the
Clause 15: Amendment of s. 66—Powers of authorised officeract relating to the determination of salary for contributions and
This clause removes the power of an authorised officer to seize arsknefits requires amendment. The proposed amendment will enable
retain tobacco products that the officer reasonably suspects hagentributions and benefits for commissioned officers employed on
been sold or purchased in contravention of the Act or if the officera contract to be based on the highest salary achieved in either a
reasonably suspects a person of otherwise engaging in tobacgermanent position or in a contract position. The amendment will

merchandising in contravention of the Act. ] _ensure that existing contributors to the police superannuation
Clause 16: Amendment of s. 69—Powers in relation to seizegchemes will not be disadvantaged upon appointment to a contract
tobacco products position. The existing principle of benefits being linked to the highest

This clause removes references to the Commissioner of Statlary paid in respect of a position with the Police Department will
Taxation and makes other changes that are consequential on the maintained as a result of this amendment.

removal ofad valoremlicence fees. An amendment is also proposed to deal with the situation where
Clause 17: Repeal of Part 6 police officers are seconded to positions in another police force or
This clause repeals Part 6 which deals with the usadofalorem  police forces in Australia or in any other country. The Bill defines
licence fee revenue collected under the Act. another police force to include a body established by the Australian
Clause 18: Amendment of s. 72—Delegation Police Ministers’ Council, a body established by the Council of
This clause removes a reference to the Commissioner of Stafeolice Commissioners of Australia, all law enforcement agencies,
Taxation. and any other prescribed body. It frequently occurs that a police

Clause 19: Repeal of s. 74 officer is seconded to work for another policing body with a higher
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salary being paid to the officer. The current provisions of the Policeclause 6 to the resignation provision (section 22) under the new
Superannuation Act do not however recognise for contribution andcheme.
benefit purposes, any higher salary that may be paid to an officer Clause 9: Amendment of s. 39—Review of the Board’s decisions
under such a secondment arrangement. The amendment propose€iause 9 substitutes the District Court for the Supreme Court in
the Bill provides that where a police officer is seconded to serve irsection 39 which provides for the right to have decisions of the
another police force or police forces for at least five years, or periodBoard reviewed.
aggregating five years or more, the contributions payable by the Clause 10: Amendment of s. 40—Effect of workers compensation,
officer during the period of secondment will be based on the actuattc., on pensions
salary received. Furthermore, the officer's final salary for theClause 10 makes an amendment to section 40 of the principal Act
determination of benefits will be adjusted to reflect any higher salaryvhich reflects the provision in ttguperannuation Act 1988ection
paid by the other policing agency as a consequence of the secords(4)) dealing with the effect of the surrender of weekly workers
ment. compensation payments.

The other technical amendments being proposed in the Billdeal Clause 11: Amendment of s. 49—Confidentiality
with issues which have arisen in the administration of the PolicéClause 11 amends section 49 of the principal Act to authorise the
Superannuation Act, or are similar to amendments made in 1997 @vulging of information if required by a State of Commonwealth
the Superannuation Act 1988. Act.

The Commissioner of Police, the Police Superannuation Board_ Clause 12: Amendment of Schedule 1 _
and the Police Association have been fully consulted in relation té-lause 12 inserts a transitional provision relating to the change in the

these amendments. way interest is determined under subsections (1b), (1c) and (1d) of
The provisions of the Bill are as follows: sections 22 and 34.
Explanation of Clauses .
Clause 1: Short title Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
Clause 2: Commencement
These clauses are formal STATUTES AMENDMENT (ADJUSTMENT OF
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation SUPERANNUATION PENSIONS) BILL

Clause 3 amends section 4 of the principal Act. New subsection (3a)
defines the term "permanent position in the police force" to include Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
a position to which the contributor is appointed on contract for &jme
fixed term. New subsection (6b) provides for the application of ’
sque?tion (3) to a contributor who has been seconded to another SUPERANNUATION (MISCELLANEOUS)
police force.
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 13—Contributors accounts AMENDMENT BILL
Clause 4 amends section 13 of the principal Act. Subsection (6) is ) o ) )
replaced by a subsection that makes it clear that the Board can Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
estimate a rate of return for the previous financial year where the ratgme.
of return for that year has not yet been determined by the Board. P :
New subsection (6a) provides that an estimated rate of return will noé The I—!on. MR BUCKBY. (_Mln!ster for- Education,
be adjusted when the rate is finally determined. hildren’s Services and Training): | move:
Clause 5: Amendment of s. 17—Contribution rates That this Bill be now read a second time.

Clause 5 amends section 17 of the principal Act. Paragfapbf | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
subsection (2) is replaced with a provision in the same form asn Hansardwithout my reading it.
section 23(4(g) of theSuperannuation Act 1988he new provision L ted. This Bill ks t K ber of technical
takes into account changes in salary caused by changes in the hours egve grtartl eth' s IS Bl seet:_ S XT?QS? nuréwderlo e'?h nica
of work. Paragrapkb) of the clause inserts a new provision (similar %mfﬂ mentsto u ethup(ara_nrjuta ',?” Cf e A "ti" ealswitn issues
to section 23(4p)(iv) of the Superannuation Act 198hat provides aO ave sfmt?]en In the a dmlnls radlon Ot g ‘|3 " with the ¢ ¢
for the eventuality of a reduction in a contributor’s salary after the Be Oh' ‘? proposbe ?‘T}?nsmet?]i ‘ia? WIS e ermt_o
date on which contributions are fixed and enables the contributor t§1€MPErsnip of a member of the South Australian superannuation
elect to contribute as though the reduction had not occurred. Ne oard. The current provisions of the Superannuation Act provide that
subparagraph (iv) allows such an election to carry over from year tg'€mbers of the Board are appointed or elected for terms of three
year despite the operation of paragrdgjof section 17. years. This means that there is the potential for there to be a major
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 22—Resignation and preservatiorﬂeparture of experience from the Board at one time. With continual

Cl 6 d tion 22 of the princinal Act. Th d anges occurring in the area of superannuation, it is considered
: ause 6 amen szec 'g” t'o leP””C'pal‘ CL. ewordsbremove ppropriate to ensure there is some continuity in membership of the
rfogw paragrapl(xft)r? Subsec |0r; ( I)Dare no (;Ing(Tr require ecaﬁus oard. This will be available through the provision of more flexible

of Commonwealth requirements. Paragrégireplaces paragraphs  tormg of appointment. The amendment proposed in the Bill provides
(@) and(b) of subsection (1a) with provisions that will now allow & ¢4 members of the Board to be appointed or elected for a term of up
contributor to carry over the superannuation payment to another fungd' i -ee years.

or scheme. The limit for taking the payment is reduced from $500" 1" Act currently allows a member to contribute at one of a
to $200 and the requirements for payment on invalidity are more, |

et ! mber of percentages rates of salary. However, because of the
specifically spelt out. New subsections (1b), (1c) and (1d) set out Pequiremen?s of the gCommonwealth’s ySuperannuation Guarantee

new method for determining the amount of interest accruing on ts_?islation in requiring a prescribed minimum level of employer
superannuation payment under subsection (1a). The requirements 1t ‘and to provide that the administration of the Superannuation
payment of preserved benefits on invalidity under subsecti¢bX2) Gy arantee is not split between schemes, the Bill seeks to amend the
are more specifically spelt out in the new paragrégfinserted by act to require that members contribute at the existing specified rates
paragraptfe) of the clause. . of 3.0 per cent of salary and above as from 1 July 1998. A member
Clause 7: Amendment of s. 32—Pensions payable OBontributing less than 3.0 per cent of salary will need to increase their
contributor's death o contribution or transfer to the Triple S Scheme where they could in
Clause 7 amends section 32 of the principal Act. Paragr@)le®d  fact accrue a greater benefit.
(b) make amendments recently made to3beerannuation Act 1988  An amendment is also proposed to the definition of income used
to deal more completely with the possible circumstances relating tg determining any reduction in invalidity or retrenchment pension
status as a lawful or de facto spouse before termination of thgayable to a member who is in receipt of a benefit under the age of
contributor's employment or before the contributor's death.60 years. The amendment proposed in the Bill expands the definition
Paragrapi{c) makes amendments that cater for the amount of thef income from remunerative activities to incorporate income re-
notional pension where the deceased contributor had been employgglived in a non cash form, and income paid in respect of remunera-

on a part time basis. S ~ tive activities but paid to a third person. The amendment will ensure
Clause 8: Amendment of s. 34—Resignation and preservation @fiat persons receiving an invalidity or retrenchment pension do not
benefits receive a greater level of income than if they had remained in their

Clause 8 makes amendments to section 34 dealing with resignatigmevious employment. The amendment has become necessary
under the old scheme that are similar to the amendments made bgcause of the various forms in which people may receive income
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from remunerative activities. The amendment maintains the originaémployment on the ground of invalidity in circumstances that don't
intention of the income test provisions of the Act. give rise to benefits under the Act.

The other technical amendments being proposed in the Billdeal Clause 16: Amendment of s. 37—Invalidity
with issues which have arisen in the administration of the Superan- Clause 17: Amendment of s. 38—Death of contributor
nuation Act. These other amendments clarify existing provisionsClauses 16 and 17 make consequential amendments.
ensure consistency between similar provisions, or enhance the Clause 18: Amendment of s. 39—Resignation and preservation
general administration of the Act. of benefits

The Australian Education Union, the Public Service AssociationClause 18 makes amendments to section 39 that are similar to those
and the South Australian Superannuation Board have been fullpnade by clause 10 to section 28 of the principal Act.

consulted in relation to these amendments. Clause 19: Amendment of s. 44—Review of the Board’s decisions
Explanation of Clauses Clause 19 provides that the District Court and not the Supreme Court
The provisions of the Bill are as follows: will review the Board’s decisions in the future.
Clause 1: Short title Clause 20: Amendment of s. 45—Effect of workers compensation,
Clause 1 is formal. etc., on pensions
Clause 2: Commencement Clause 20 makes amendments to section 45 of the principal Act that

Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the new provisionglarify the operation of that section.
Clause 1&h) will be taken to have come into operation on 1 July _ Clause 21: Insertion of s. 47A _
1994. This date is the commencement of the interim period under tHelause 21 inserts two new provisions relating to the roll over of
State Bank (Corporatisation) Act 199#d is the first day on which money to and from the State scheme.
a contributor could have made the election that triggers the operation Clause 22: Amendment of s. 55—Confidentiality
of clause 7(6)a) of Schedule 2 of that Act. Clause 22 amends section 55 of the principal Act.
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation Clause 23: Substitution of s. 56 o
This clause amends section 4 of the principal Act. The new definitioSlause 23 inserts a provision relating to the application of the Act
of ‘month’ spells out the meaning of that term when used inthat is similar in form to section 48 of tiouthern State Superan-
legislation. New subsection (2) provides a precise means ofuation Act 1994 - o
determining the number of contribution months in a contribution ~ Clause 24: Amendment of Schedule 1—Transitional Provisions
period. Clause 24 amends the transitional schedule of the principal Act.
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 8—The Board’s membership
Clause 4 makes an amendment to section 8 of the principal Actthat Mr FOLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.
will enable a member of the Board to be appointed or elected for any

period up to 3 years instead of for a fixed term of three years. MOTOR VEHICLES (DISABLED PERSONS’
Clause 5: Amendment of s. 9—Procedures at meetings of the

Board PARKING PERMITS) AMENDMENT BILL

Clause 5 inserts a provision into section 9 of the principal Act that . . .

will enable meetings of the Board to be held by telephone. Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 17—The Fund (Continued from page 766.)

Clause 6 makes a consequential amendment.
Clause 7: Amendment of s. 20A—Contributors’ Accounts The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

Clause 7 replaces section 20A(6) with a provision that will enableseyices):l thank members for their contribution: a surpris-
the Board to estimate the rate of return during a period before the

Board has been able to make a final determination on the subject'd!Y large number of members contributed to the debate. |

Clause 8: Amendment of s. 20B—Payment of benefits think that is because of the nature of the Bill itself as it
Clause 8 makes consequential changes to section 20B of tliavolves an issue on which many members of Parliament
principal Act. have received representations. A large number of members,

Clause 9: Amendment of s. 23—Contribution rates of whom | am one, have written to the Minister at various
Clause 9 amends section 23 of the principal Act.

New subparagraph (v) inserted by paragréptof the clause will Sta_ges and aSk.eq for some variations to .be mad.e. to the Act.
allow the Board to continue the operation of an election undeBUiltinto the original Act are a number of inequalities some
subparagraph (iv) (to contribute as though there had been nof which this Bill attempts to amend.
reduction) after the end of the financial year in which it was made. During the second reading debate, some questions were

New subsection (7) inserted by paragrdghreplaces the existing ; ; ; ;
subsection. The new provision distinguishes between contributo sked which | will now answer. The key question raised by

accepted under the repealed Act and those accepted before member for Spence relates to a change of wording
commencement of the repealed Act and also includes those contribtegarding public transport from ‘who is by virtue of a

tors who are entitled to the maximum pension allowed under sectiopermanent physical impairment unable to use public

34(5)- o _transport’ to ‘whose ability to use public transport is signifi-

. bClaufste 10: Amendment of s. 28—Resignation and preservatlogantl)?impeded by the imgairment’p The honotf)rable mgmber
of benefits Y . . .
Clause 10 amends section 28 of the principal Act. specifically asks whether, if a disabled person resided next

New paragrapki) of subsection (1c) enables a contributor to roll to @ bus stop serviced by a kneeling bus, that would be
over the payment under this subsection to another fund or schemgrounds for rejecting an application. The answer is: ‘No, not
Claglszuﬁ grln &%‘gg‘éﬂ?onr: ggsfozﬁegﬁgr&gﬂmsggault of electiod all. | hope that clarifies the point. The problem is that the
under subsection (1) a retrenchment benefit will be taken to hav@rlglnal Actis abs_olute. Under that Act, aperson had to be
been preserved. unable to use public transport whereas this amendment allows
~ Clause 12: Amendment of s. 31—Termination of employment cdome discretion, particularly for people with fairly severe
invalidity ) disabilities who, under certain circumstances and even with

Clause 13: Amendment of s. 32—Death of contributor %eat difficulty, could use public transport.

Clauses 12 and 13 change terminology used in sections 31 and . .
of the principal Act. The term ‘adjusted salary’ takes into account The second major issue that was raised relates to whether

the possibility that the contributor has been employed part time ot Person who has a significant disability for a period of, say,

on a casual basis. four months would be eligible. The answer is: ‘No, not under
Clause 14: Amendment of s. 32A—PSESS benefit _this amendment.’ The disability must exist for an anticipated

Clause 14 makes changes required for conformity withyerind of at least six months. There is a reason for that. The

Corgggggvig!tgﬁg#éﬁgﬁng?.& 34— Retirement Australian Building Code, which is applicable across the

Clause 15 makes a minor amendment to section 34 of the princip¥fhole of Australia, requires 1 per cent of a car park to be
Act that acknowledges that a contributor may terminate his or hemade available for people with a disability who have a special
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permit. That means that only one in 100 people who use that The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is up to the honourable

car parking facility can have access to those special car parksiember to move an amendment. She has not done so. |

If short-term disabilities of less than six months wereassume, therefore, that she is accepting or rejecting what is

included, it is anticipated that the number of people whahere completely.

would have access to a permit would be significantly greater. Ms RANKINE: | would like to move an amendment.

Therefore, more than the allotted number would try to get The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member will need to

access to that 1 per cent of a car park. Some thought has begmepare the amendment in writing and bring it to the Chair.

given to the basis on which the six month period has been Ms RANKINE: Mr Chairman, | want to change only two

selected. The answer to the question is that a person witRords in the Bill.

even a severe disability for four months would not be eligible  The CHAIRMAN: It will still need to be in writing. The

to get a disabled permit. honourable member may want to seek advice, but that is up
They are the two main issues. As members have indicated her.

during the second reading debate, the Bill responds to the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, Sir.

need for change and more flexibility in terms of both theltis normal to distribute any amendments so that all members

degree of disability and the ability to use public transport andpf the Committee can see them.

secondly, where there is a disability that might exist for a  An honourable member interjecting:

defined period of more than six months but not on a perma- The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | made the point that the

nent basis. | am delighted that members support the legisl#nourable member has not prepared any amendments, and

tion. | hope it has a speedy passage. that is a fact.
Bill read a second time. The CHAIRMAN: Order! It is not a point of order. It is
In Committee. convention that an amendment be circulated. It does not have
Clauses 1 to 8 passed. to be the case.
Clause 9. Ms RANKINE: | move:

Ms RANKINE: |understand the Minister's reasoning for ~ Page 3, line 28—Leave out the words ‘6 months’ and insert the
the requirement for temporary physical impairment of morgvords ‘1 month’.
than six months. However, the Government must recognise The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | must object to this, and |
that this can impose an unreasonable impost on a largem sure that, if the honourable member went out and asked
number of families. In fact, in the instance that | raised, thea few key groups in the community, she would find that,
local shopping centre provided a permit for people to use thequally, they would object. First, there was extensive
car park, so it recognised the difficulty that they faced. ~ consultation with disability groups before this Bill was
Some impairments do not warrant a parking permit, bupresented to the Parliament. Those disability groups have
surely the Government is imposing an unreasonable imposiready expressed some concern even about a reduction to six
on people by determining that the impairment must continuenonths. If we reduce it from six months to one month, half
for more than six months. If someone is disabled for fouthe Crows will get disability permits.
months, three months or two months, families must be able Mr Atkinson: And will you deny it to them?
to go about their normal business, to shop and to take their The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The point is that people who
children to doctors and dentists, and that must be considerelave very serious disabilities on a permanent basis will not
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can understand that all of be able to get anywhere near the car parks provided for them
us would like, in the perfect world, to provide a permit for simply because the Australian Building Code states that
anyone with a disability, but it is not practical. To provide al per cent of the car parks should be allocated to people with
permit to anyone with a disability, regardless of howdisabilities.
temporary the disability was, would mean that there would Ms Rankine interjecting:
be alarge number of people wanting to use a limited number The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Wright has
of car parks. As a result, those with genuine, severe disabillhad the opportunity to speak.
ties could not get access to them. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member says
In this way we are limiting the use of parks to people withthat the shopping centre recognises the disability. If it wants
severe and longer term disabilities to try to ensure that a cdo put aside a special park, let it do so, but we are talking
park is available when they need it. | understand the point thatbout special car parks which are marked and put aside for
the member for Wright is making, but we must be practical people with disabilities. | point out that even disability groups
Legislation cannot cover every single situation. Any legisla-would oppose this amendment. Frankly, you do not make
tion which tries to do that becomes too complicated. As thgjood legislation by firing from the hip in the House.
honourable member spends more time in this House, she will Mr ATKINSON: How is the entitlement to park in a
realise that there is a point of commonsense that needs tader disability car park established? Is it enforced by the
prevail where legislation is written for the vast majority of shopping centre or the police? By whom is it enforced?
cases, not always to fit every single case. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There is a special sticker that
Ms RANKINE: | understand the practicalites of goes onto the windscreen of the car so that it can be seen that
legislation. Quite clearly, a parking permit is not issued tothere is a special permit on the car.
someone with a disability that will last a week or two weeks, Mr ATKINSON: The reason | asked that question is that
but a child in a full plaster cast has a significant disabilityl do not think there is any problem now with an excessive
with which a parent must deal. That disability may last threenumber of entitled people competing for a small number of
months, four months or five months. Six months is acar parking slots in shopping centres and other public places.
significant impost on those people. Perhaps the legislatioAs | see car parks around Adelaide, the disabled car parking
needs to provide some flexibility in the provision of tempo-slots are often unoccupied, although there is a problem with
rary parking permits. people who are not disabled parking in those slots. So, it
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seems to me that if a sticker is issued which expires on a Mr BROKENSHIRE: Mr Chairman, | will be brief,
certain date there can be no real objections to the member fgiven the time of night, but this is an issue—
Wright's amendment. Mr Atkinson: You never are.
In the fanciful example given by the Minister, if members ~ Mr BROKENSHIRE: Actually, | am quite a bit faster,
of the Crows are given one-month permits, it will be obviouseven though | talk more slowly than the member for Spence.
when that permit expires and if they continue to use disabled Mr Hanna: You're not brief with your interjections.
car parks that, after the permit on their windscreen has Mr BROKENSHIRE: Indeed, but—
expired, they will be parking unlawfully and they will be  An honourable member interjecting:
justly punished. The question is really one of enforcement. The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Mawson.
Again, | ask the Minister: who does the enforcing and is the  Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you for your protection,
enforcing adequate? | recall that, when this was first raisefir Chairman. This issue has been brought up with me on
with me a long time ago when | was first a member ofseveral occasions, and | would like to get it on the public
Parliament, there was hardly any enforcement, and that wagcord so that | can inform my constituents. | understand that
the chief problem. these amendments will make it a little fairer and easier for
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is enforced by the local people to get disability permits. In one case in particular | felt
government body, and | stress again that through itshatthe previous system was a little difficult for a 90-year-old
association local government itself has expressed support faw have to go through. Further, is the Minister happy with the
these amendments. Commonsense should prevail. 1 per cent car parking allocation? Does he think that is
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member gave adequate for the number of people with parking permits?
the example of a parent whose child is in plaster. | have had The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Car parking is set by the
some experience with that situation, and the difficulty thatBuilding Code for the whole of South Australia. My feeling
was brought to my attention had nothing to do with legisla-is that it is probably about adequate now but that as our
tion: it was the intransigence of the Adelaide City Council,population continues to age that percentage will have to be
which took a peculiar attitude. It issued stickers to mothersncreased. It would not surprise me to see at least 2 per cent
whose children had both legs in plaster, when those motherd car parks set aside at some time in the future; | am sure
attempted to park in front of the then Children’s Hospital tothat that sort of change will occur as our population ages.
take their children in for treatment. When | made some Clause passed.
inquiries in those days | found that it was the intransigence Schedule and title passed.
of the Adelaide City Council that was the problem. lam fully  Bill read a third time and passed.
aware that it was intransigent on a number of other issues, but
we will debate that matter in this place later. | can say that the MOTOR VEHICLES (WRECKED OR WRITTEN
problem was not this legislation but the intransigence of the OFF VEHICLES) AMENDMENT BILL
people who, when they put on a uniform, suddenly got
important and wanted to throw their weight around. | have ~Adjourned debate on second reading.
had personal experience of the matter that the honourable (Continued from 17 March. Page 612.)
member raised and | sympathise with people in that situation, o
but this legislation cannot deal with that problem. Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Opposition is happy to
Ms RANKINE: | am aware that it is not only local be a party to national uniform legislation designed to reduce

government but also shopping centres that enforce thed&hicle theft. South Australian law already introduces the
regulations. recording of wrecked or written off vehicles on the wrecks

An honourable member interjecting: register. The Bill requires a vehicle that is the subject of
Ms RANKINE: | have been invol\./ed with disabled registration to have attached to it a written-off vehicle notice

arking permits: mv father has one. so | know what qoes Obefore it is offered for sale. If such a vehicle is presented for
p gp -my . ! 9 IPeregistration, it will have to be inspected and its having been
in the Tea Tree Plaza Shopping Centre, for example. It w

- . ; . L Waprecked recorded in the register. People applying to re-
Parabanks that issued the parking permit for this family, S?egister a repaired wreck, who have fitted major vehicle

for this child they were allowed to use parking spaces use bmponents, such as the complete body, must prove from

by per_manentl_y disabled people. These are peqple who apg ceipts that the components have been legitimately acquired
to their councils for approval based on people’s permane efore reregistration will be granted

disabilities, and they are the ones who provided the temporary The thorough inspection on reregistration will make it

parking permit for this family who were having exireme much harder for racketeers to use false identifiers on a stolen

difficulties. So, along with their private car parking spaces, ; - . e

the shopping centregs also policg their disagled cgr p%\rkin otor vehicle. The register should have that identifier flagged
dn computer as inactive. The Bill will work in tandem with

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If a private shopping centre - o recently proclaimed Second-Hand Dealers and Pawnbrok-

wants to issue some sort of permit that allows someone tg,; 1996, which requires those who sell major vehicle

park somewnhere in the shopping centre, that is up to theny, ) onents to keep a record of the purchaser and issue

but this Act is administered by the local government authority o .eints for such sales. Details of the severity and location of
and \t/ve ared c:ﬁailr_]g Wr:tht parkr:ng p;armltlstls?uecli byk ttlpl amage to a written-off vehicle must now be notified to the
register, an at Is what we have 1o relate to. 1 as ?{egistrar. This will make fraud harder to perpetrate. The key

Committee to continue to support the Bill as presented. , nishment for breach of the Bill is refusal or cancellation of
Mr ATKINSON: Next time the Minister decides to ask rggistration. The Opposition supports the Bill.

a rhetorical question in debate | hope it will not be, ‘Why

don't you draft an amendment?’ Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support the Bill. As you
Amendment negatived; clause passed. may know, Sir, this issue was addressed by a report of the
Clause 10. ERD Committee, of which | am currently Presiding Member.



772 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 24 March 1998

The report into compulsory inspection of motor vehiclesor two in the load that must have been stolen. That is the sort
found that compulsory inspection would not necessarily b@f hunch | have. The Bill complements the Road Traffic
advantageous in reducing the road toll but it found there waév/ehicle Identifiers) Amendment Bill, which also aims to
an area in which the Government needed to move involvingring to an end stolen car rackets.
hich the G t needed t I t d stol ket

the security of motor vehicles, particularly in regard to  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
wrecked and written-off vehicles, that is, the exchange of Mr VENNING: Thatis right. | will not be speaking to the
plates. It is of vital importance that untoward criminal go0,nq one but I will air my thoughts on this Bill. In South
behaviour is identified and dealt with harshly. This Bill puts » ,¢151ia alone it is estimated that the cost of car theft is
in place measures to make the process of stopping criminglyeen $50 million and $70 million a year. Australia has
activities even more acute in regard to motor vehicles. We a ne of the worst car theft statistics in the world. which
know there has been a long and profitable history in the, o rises me. In 1995 the rate of motor vehicle thefts per
racket of stolen cars, particularly interstate. |1 was alwayﬁ00 000 of population was 703, and that compares with the
gmazhetd ttr?at then one ?ﬂgght a s?cond-handfct?]r—and ! ha§§0 per 100 000 in the United States. That amazes me. Some

oug nem for my chiidren—clearance ol the car Wag,apicles are not recovered, because they are reidentified,
always given but there was no surety that the cars were ngh 1o are dismantled, some are sold for spares, some are
stolen from interstate until recent years when we had @hipped interstate and some are even sold overseas. As
databank that gave a full check. mentioned, both Bills complement each other and seek to

. After the family home, one’s car is the next most mal(.)rstrengthen existing legislation dealing with the illicit trading
investment and, therefore, its theft is keenly felt by the pubI|cin motor vehicles

The stolen car racket can be very lucrative if it is allowed to | hicl husi d I f old
flourish. | believe that in some areas it has been flourishing, | @M & motor vehicle enthusiast and a collector of o
otor vehicles. | believe that those who seek to gain from

and it is most important that all States combine in the war .
against crime, particularly in respect of the wrecks register_t.hIS form of theft, and that of any other, should be brought to

Only South Australia, New South Wales and VictorialuSticé and harsh penalties applied. As Presiding Member of
participate in the recording of details of wrecked and written-the ERD Committee | am committed to improved safety and
off vehicles on to the wrecks register, and | would like roadworthiness of vehicles. We must try our hardest to curb

Western Australia, Queensland, the Northern Territory anHqe serious roa_d toll that occurs glmo_st on a daily basis. As
Tasmania join the agreement in the near future. We are af & Person buying a wrecked vehicle, itis very suspect, as we
aware that one of the main sources of obtaining false vehiclg®W On television only a few weeks ago where a late model
identification plates for the purpose of reidentification of & ustralian-made motor car was identified as being two cars
stolen car is through the damaged car auction system. TH@Ined together in the repair shop. That startlied me and
wrecks register ensures that vehicle identifications argaused greatconcermn to many people. | am sure that unsus-
flagged as inactive and then become of little use in regard t8eCting People in the market for a motor car would be most

reidentifying a stolen vehicle, as any vehicle bearing thos&Pset to buy a car they thought to be a genuine and sound

numbers will undergo a thorough inspection prior to re.vehicle only to learn that it was two cars joined together. The

registration. That is why all States should be part of thigV'écked vehicle problem is serious. .
program, to thwart the attempts of the lucrative trade in stolen Some vehicles are real wrecks and, while some people do
cars and parts. repair them genuinely without stealing them, those vehicles

I support the proposal to attach to a vehicle that has beeigally should not be repaired because they are put back on the
notified, wrecked or written off an official notice stating that road with body stresses and with the wheel alignment and
it has been written off when it is offered for sale. This wouldeverything else very suspect. Members of the unsuspecting
alert prospective buyers that the vehicle has been recorded Rdblic can come along and buy them. This whole area needs
wrecked or written off and will require inspection before it to be scrutinised closely. The ERD Committee recognised the
can be put back on the road. This issue has always concernBiPblem clearly. It did not recommend the periodic checks of
me under the current Act. Who is to say that the reregistere¥ehicles, butit did recommend random vehicle tests particu-
vehicle is the wreck restored or an identical stolen vehicldarly in connection with breath testing. It was recommended
with the p|ates of the wrecked vehicle? | believe thatthat with a vehicle test there should be a check of the
inspections would have to be thorough and undertaken byehicle’s ID plate. We all know that there are vehicles out
experts when they reinspect a vehicle to check whether it i1ere with dodgy ownership. It does not take long for a
the wrecked vehicle repaired. policeman or an authority to read the ID plate, particularly on

I recommend and suggest to the authorities that, when th&odern vehicles where they are visible through the glass
wrecked vehicles are inspected, note should be taken of théthout lifting the bonnet. By checking the databank on
extent and type of damage incurred. Therefore, when it i§omputer we would quickly see who the driver is.
inspected as a restored vehicle, it can be seen as being thel realise that, with modern cars, we are seeing fewer thefts
same vehicle. Otherwise it is difficult to prove that the because of the security devices that are now fitted to them.
vehicle one looks at is a restored vehicle and is not a stolehwas concerned to read in the newspaper last week that the
one with the same plates. These steps have been taken afteimber of vehicles being stolen is increasing, even though
discussion with the National Motor Vehicle Task Force,they are fitted with modern deterrents. | would question that
which has developed a comprehensive action plan against cacrease, because modern vehicles—particularly the Falcon
theft. | support this action 100 per cent. We have to create aand the Holden—are fitted with good anti-theft devices,
environment which makes it impossible for criminals, which | would have thought would solve that problem. Itis
especially interstate criminals, to operate. | believe it has beetimely that we introduce this Bill. | am amazed that we did
particularly easy for them in the past. We all drive on thenot do it many years ago, because it has been a rampant
highways and see truckloads of secondhand vehicles crossipgactice among those people who are less than professional.
the borders. Every time | see them | think there must be on&hey steal a vehicle and continue to drive it with impunity
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because they switch its plates with those of a wrecked vehiclkeconditioned or second-hand motor—and we know that
they buy legally. | wholeheartedly support the Bill. many are imported into this country from Japan. That would
not be a problem, because you would just notify the authority,

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human it would go onto the data bank as a change of motor and, if
Services):| thank members for their contributions to the you can prove where it comes from, there should be no
debate. Again, this is commonsense, and | know thaproblem. | gather that is the situation and, if it is not, the

members support the legislation. Minister can explain it to me. | understand that, as long as the
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingappropriate authority is notified, there is no hassle in
stages. changing the motor vehicle number. | cannot understand why
we did not have this interstate data bank many years ago. This
ROAD TRAFFIC (VEHICLE IDENTIFIERS) is 1998. | just assumed that when we got a clearance for a
AMENDMENT BILL motor vehicle it was automatically checked interstate, but
) ) apparently itis not. | am a little taken aback, but | am pleased
Adjourned debate on second reading. that we have at last addressed the matter.

(Continued from 17 March. Page 614.)
. The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Car theft will be harder now  gepyices): | thank members for their contributions. The
that we have the National Exchange of Vehicle and Driveinemper for Spence raised the specific case of a vehicle that
Information System (NEVDIS). This Bill is part of mak- naq peen damaged in an accident where, as part of the repair
ing NE_VDIS.wo.rk. We support the. Bill. Afte( the Bill IS of the vehicle, the plate had to be removed. In fact, the
proclglmgd, it will be an offenpe to fix to a vehicle a'vehlcle department is working with the MTA to look at putting into
identification number, an engine number or a chassis numbgge regulations some sort of justifiable excuse in terms of a
other than the one fixed by the manufacturer. If an enging;st cause for defence so that in the sort of case that the
loses its number for whatever reason and another numberjig)noyrable member has mentioned, which is a quite legiti-
issued by an inspector or other authority approved by thenate point to raise, there is a reasonable defence for a motor

Minister, it shall be an offence to place a different number oRghjcle repairer who has to remove the plate because that part
the engine. If these provisions are to be effective, they musjt the body has been damaged.

be enforced nationwide. If a vehicle identification number is Bill read a second time.
flagged on a computer as inactive, or that the vehicle to which

it belongs has been wrecked or written off, this information g;gg;nitt:ﬁa 2 passed
should be available in other Australian jurisdictions. Clause 3 P )

The Opposition has received correspondence from the ) . S
Motor Trade Association of South Australia expressing some M ATKINSON:  New section 110C(8) provides:

concern about a clause in this Bill, that is, the clause that A person must not remove, alter, deface or obliterate a vehicle
provides: identification plate or vehicle identification number lawfully placed
’ on a motor vehicle or trailer.
A person must not remove, alter, deface or obliterate a vehiclq_ .. . . .
identification plate or vehicle identification number lawfully placed 1 his is the clause about which I asked in my second reading

on a motor vehicle or trailer. contribution and to which the Minister responded. The

| will quote Brad Dawson, the Divisional Manager of the Minister’'s response raises a question in my mind, and his

Collision Repair Division of the Motor Trade Association. He 'éSponse was that the Motor Trade Association’s concern

writes: could be addressed by a regulation that provides that a vehicle
. . ._identification number could be removed if one had a lawful

| understand this matter was brought up several times durin

numerous committee meetings prior to the introduction of the Bill. #XCUS€- _ . o _

The collision repair industry claims it is normal in their everyday  Itis 20 years since | did administrative law, but it seems

business to have to remove vehicle identifiers on certain vehiclesp me that a law expressed in the way it is in the legislation

for example, Mercedes Benz, which have the vehicle identification. ;14 not justify creating a regulation underneath it which

number attached to the radiator cowling or other vehicles which havé o
them attached to body panels. allowed breach of that principal clause on the grounds of

In his summing up | ask the Minister to respond to thatlavvfulexcuse. New subsection (8) is very clearly expressed.

concern of the Motor Trade Association. It p;\owdes: ot ter. def. bliterat hicl
. . : I person must not remove, alter, deface or ooliterate a venicle
One of the.beneflts of NEVDIS is that drlvers Illclencesi entification plate or vehicle identification number lawfully placed
across the nation can be checked to make sure individuals @@ a3 motor vehicle or trailer.
not have more than one licence; for example, a licence ir|1d tthink the G i th d tt
South Australia and a licence in Victoria. The mischief herg 2¢ N0t thinkthe Lovernment can then go away and gazette

is that a driver who was disqualified in one jurisdiction or& régulation which says that you can do that, you can
. Iobllterate it or take it off, remove and alter, provided you do

E with a lawful excuse. Such a regulation seems to me

gbviously ultra vires and liable to be struck down by the

courts. | cannot imagine the circumstances in which it would

be challenged. All | say is that it seems to me to be bad
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | reiterate the words of the Iegislqtive practice to put the lawful excuse in regulla.tion

member for Spence. | believe that the honest car renovator $f€n it could be here in the Act. | suggest that the Minister

thebona fidecar rebuilder has nothing to fear from the Bill. @Mmend new subsection (8) to provide:

Some people will say that we are restricting their trade. There A person must not, without lawful excuse, remove, alter, deface

is no reason for anybody to want to change the engin@' obliterate a vehicle identification plate.

number of a motor vehicle. They may want to fit another Mr Clarke: Do you know what a car is?

of demerit points could use the second licence to avoid th
law in his home State. With those remarks and that on
question, the Opposition supports the Bill.
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Mr ATKINSON: The member for Ross Smith is It is also appropriate to deal with a number of other minor,
chiacking me because | happen never to have driven a mottsichnical (and non-controversial) amendments to Part 9B and to
vehicle. other related State legislation at this time. These other amendments

. T are intended to:

Members interjecting: - Bring into line certain references to the Supreme Court in the
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Hon R.B. Such): Order! Mining Act which were inadvertently overlooked when all
The member for Spence will ignore interjections from his  references to the Supreme Court were changed to refer to the

colleagues. EnV||r0nment ITesourcfe and DeveIoFment Courtin I1995.
. P Facilitate resolution of a matter involving a native title question

Mr ATKINSON: Many of the.m are. Ch'.aCkmg me at the conference stage by making %ppropriate uge of the
because | have not done something which is the greatest experience of the various members of the ERD Court.
pollutant to our environment, the greatest destroyer of a Clarify a possible area of uncertainty in relation to the provision
sustainable environment. | am very clear on what is required dealing with the ability to negotiate conjunctive agreements
here, and | say to the Minister that this should not be done by (agreements dealing with current and future tenements over the

regulation. The lawful excuse provision ought to be in the Act, land) in section 63K(2).
and not in the regulations.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member has
raised a very legitimate point. | am willing to take further
advice from Parliamentary Counsel on this matter. | think the
honourable member could well have a legitimate point, which
I want to check with Parliamentary Counsel. If | can satisfy

Clarify certain procedural issues that have been raised in respect
of the expedited procedure process set out in section 630.
Section 63K(2) currently states:

‘If a native title mining agreement is negotiated between a
mining operator who does not hold a production tenement for the
relevant land, and native title parties who are claimants to (rather
than registered holders of) native title land, the agreement cannot
extend to mining operations conducted on the land under a future

the honourable member within the next 20 minutes or half an production tenement'.

hour before the House adjourns, | hope we can resume the Concerns have been expressed that, on a literal reading of this

debate this evening. If we cannot, we will deal with it sub-section, no mining operator will be able to negotiate an agree-
S ’ ’ ment which would authorise the grant of a production tenement over

. . ) native title land until a determination of who holds native title in an

Progress reported; Committee to sit again. area is made. This was never the intention of the operation of this
section. Rather, the provision was intended to limit the ability to
obtain conjunctive authorisations which would cover production
ter}gmengs notIO yet cgntemplatedd tohareas cig land wheLe th?] native titllg
; iclati ; . holders have been determined. This would ensure that there wou
. Received from the Legislative Council and read a f|rsﬂ3e no risk that the determined native title holders could be different
time. o to the parties with whom the agreements was negotiated, an event

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister which would require the re-negotiation of the agreement within two
Government Enterprises):| move:

years of the determination.
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The addition of the words ‘and is not an applicant for' after ‘who
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertg es not hold" in section 63K(2) is designed to clarify that mining
in Hansardwithout my reading it.

erators who havapplied fora production tenement can negotiate
Leave granted.

with native title claimants to authorise the proposed operations.
Section 53 of th®pal Mining Actis in identical terms to section
Part 9B was inserted into tHeining Act 1971by the Mining 63K(2) and an identical amendment is also proposed to that section.
(Native Title) Amendment Act 1985establish a ‘right to negotiate’ There are two amendments dealing with the expedited procedure
in respect of mining activities on native title land. This Part
commenced operation on 17 June 1996.

process. The first is intended to provide that any written objection
to a proponent’s reliance on the expedited procedure set out in

A'sunset clause’ providing that Part 9B would expire two yearsS€ction 630 should be given to the proponent with a copy given to
after the date of its commencement was included in Section 63z ERD Court. This is necessary as, at the present time, the section
of the Act in recognition of the likelihood of amendments to the 'S Silent on who objections should be given to and, as a consequence,
CommonwealtiNative Title Act 1993in particular, to the right to the potential for confusion exists. _
negotiate regime. This was intended to avoid the possibility of South The second amendment is designed to cure an anomaly in the
Australia being left with a more onerous regime than that containedteraction between section 16 of thative Title (South Australia)
in the (amended) Commonwealth Act. Act1994 and SeCthn 630 of t_Mlnlng Act ]

TheNative Title Amendment Bill 19@es contain a number of The expedited procedure in section 630 can be invoked where
substantive amendments to the right to negotiate ilNetéve Title  the impact of mining will be minimal. This is done by making a
Act, but failed to pass the Senate in December 1997. The situatiosfatement of the intention to invoke the procedure in the notice issues
in respect of the Commonwealth amendments is likely to remain d¢nder Division 4 of Part 9B. A person who holds or may hold native
an impasse in the next few months and it may take 12 months fditle in land may object to such a notice invoking the expedited
legislation to finally be put in place amending #Kative Title Act ~ Pprocedure within 2 months of the notice being given. If an objection
Itis impossible at this stage, to predict how (if at all) the Common-is lodged, the ERD Court cannot make a summary determination
wealth right to negotiate regime will be altered. allowing the mining operations to proceed unless it is satisfied, after

In the last few months the mining industry in South Australia hashearing from all the parties, that the operations are in fact operations
shown a much greater willingness to utilise the procedures set ot Which the expedited procedure applies.
in Part 9B of theMining Act The number of notices initiating ~Anargument has, however, been raised in the ERD Court that an
negotiations with native title parties served on the Governmen@pplication for a summary determination to allow operations to
pursuant to Section 63M of thdining Acthas increased markedly proceed pursuant to section 630 of thitning Act amounts to
since the amendments to the Commonwealth Act stalled. proceedings involving a ‘native title question’ for the purposes of

In these circumstances it seems both necessary and appropri&gction 16 of thé\ative Title (South Australia) Adf that were true,
to continue the operation of Part 9B beyond 17 June 1998, to (dhe Registrar would be obliged to give a further 2 months notice of
least) the year 2000. Given the proposed amendments to tt&ny application for a summary determination and to allow interested
Commonwealth scheme, it also seems appropriate to amend tiarties identifying themselves at that time to join to the proceedings.
Mining Actin such a way that the notion of a ‘sunset clause’ for Part ~ As a matter of statutory interpretation, it is clear that this is not
9B is preserved. what was intended. The references in section 63@xarte

The scheme in Part 9B of thdining Act(including the sunset proceedings for a summary determination and the fact that a flat 2
clause) was mirrored in Part 7 of tipal Mining Actwhen itwas =~ month period is allowed for objections is completely inconsistent
enacted in 1995. This Act came into operation on 21 April 1997. Itwith the suggestion that the Registrar notify all other interested
is appropriate that a similar amendment should be made to thearties and allow a further period of 2 months in which those parties
‘sunset clause’ in section 71 of ti@pal Mining Actto synchronise  can apply to join the proceedings. The whole notion of an expedited
the two sunset clauses. procedure would be brought undone if the provisions were interpret-

STATUTES AMENDMENT (NATIVE TITLE) BILL

for
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ed in the manner suggested. Effectively, there would be no expedited L EGAL PRACTITIONERS (QUALIFICATIONS)

procedure. : . AMENDMENT BILL
While it seems clear, as a matter of interpretation, that the

legislation is not intended to operate in the manner suggested, it is . . .
appropriate to amend the legislation so as to make it clear that The Legislative Council agreed to the amendment made

proceedings prescribed by regulation (e.g., summary determinatiof®y the House of Assembly without any amendment.
under Part 9B of théining Ac) are not proceedings involving a
‘native title question’ for the purposes of tiNative Title (South CHILDREN'S SERVICES (CHILD CARE)

Australia) Act
| commend this Bill to the House. AMENDMENT BILL

Explanation of Clauses

PART 1 The Legislative Council agreed to the Bill with the
PRELIMINARY amendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
Clause 1: Short title amendment the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
Clause 2: Commencement of the House of Assembly:

Clause 3: Interpretation

This is the usual interpretation provision for Statutes Amendment Page 2 (clause 5)—After line 22 insert the following:

Bills (2ba) An exemption granted under subsection (2b) will
' PART 2 apply only in relation to—
AMENDMENT OF MINING ACT 1971 (a) if the exemption is granted under subsection (2b)(a)—

children of the family specified in the exemption; or

(b) if the exemption is granted under subsection (2b)(b)—the
children in the care of the care provider at the time the
exemption is granted; or

(c) if the exemption is granted under subsection (2b)(c)—the
children in the care of the care provider immediately prior
to the commencement of that subsection.

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 19—Private mine
This amendment corrects a reference.
Clause 5: Amendment of s. 63K—Types of agreement authorising
mining operations on native title land
This amendment has the effect that an applicant for a mining
tenement may negotiate a native title mining agreement extending
to future production tenements with registered holders of native title.
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 630—Expedited procedure where

impac’[ of operations is minimal ROAD TRAFFIC (VEH'CLE |DENT|F|ERS)
The amendment requires a copy of an objection to the use of the AMENDMENT BILL

expedited procedure by a mining operator to be given to the

proponent and the ERD Court. In Committee (resumed on motion).

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 63ZD—Expiry of this Part
This amendment extends the operation of the native title provisions
(Part 9B) to 17 June 2000.

Clause 8: Amendment of s. 65—Powers, etc., of Warden’s Court Clause 3.
This amendment corrects a reference. Mr ATKINSON: | move:

(Continued from page 774.)

PART 3 . . )
Page 4, line 1—After the words ‘a person must not’ insert the
AMENDMENT OF NATIX(E:‘IT '12'5"51 (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) wordsqexcept in prescribed circumstar?ces,’.

Clause 9: Amendment of s. 9—Mediator The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We had a brief discussion on
Section 9 of thdNative Title (South Australia) Act 199ovides for  this. The point raised by the member for Spence is potentially
the Court to select a mediator from amongst the native titleyalid. The only thing we have not been able to do is check

commissioners to preside at the compulsory conference required {o: ; ;
be held before contested proceedings involving a native title questiowlth Parliamentary Counsel to see whether there is an

proceed to a formal hearing. The amendment enables a Judge of tR¥erriding clause elsewhere in the principal Act that might
ERD Court to be selected to preside at the conference as agive the ability to draft regulations covering subsection (8)
alternative to a native title commissioner. The amendment furtheat any rate. Otherwise, | am in favour of the amendment
enables the Court to appoint @ member of the Court to assist theacayse the point the honourable member has raised is valid.
mediator. Consequently, appropriate expert assistance can be mew% il be abl heck th iaht. Th i
available to a Judge appointed as mediator through the appointmefi¢ Will b€ able to check that overnight. The measure will go
of a native title commissioner to assist, or to a native title commisback to the other place and we will be able to check it and
sioner appointed as mediator through the appointment of anoth&atisfy the honourable member one way or another. If it was
meglgirsgfltggS?uobusrttittl?ti%isgsft's 1 passed otherwise tonight without this amendment, and the
This is a consequential amendment to section 12 to ensure thatpaomt thfg the”hfc_)n(cj)uLable mgmber ?]as ralﬁed went unchecked,
member of the Court who has acted as mediator or assisted %€ could well find that we do not have the power to create
mediator takes no further part in the proceedings without théhe regulation. So, | am certainly willing to accept the
agreement of all the parties. amendment on that basis.

Clause 11: Amendment of s. 16—Notice of hearing and deter- Amendment carried: clause as amended passed
mination of native title questions ’ )

This amendment s aimed at providing that the requirements relating 11tl¢ passed.
to notice of hearing etc do not apply in relation to ex parte proceed- Bill read a third time and passed.
ings. The relevant classes of proceedings will be identified by
regulation.
PART 4 ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
AMENDMENT OF OPAL MINING ACT 1995 LN .

Clause 12: Amendment of s. 53—Types of agreement authorising The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:

mining operations on native title land That the House do now adjourn.

This amendment has the effect that an applicant for a tenement may

negotiate a native title mining agreement extending to future \Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | refer briefly to a question
tenements with registered holders of native title. - - :

Clause 13: Amendment of s. 71—EXxpiry of this Part aSkedblr; Par“amﬁnt t.Oday at;oﬁt Work.s‘k” l?\?\c/)rplfrlitlidilé
This amendment extends the operation of the native title provision82Ve before me the minutes of the meeting of Workskil he
(Part 7) to 17 June 2000. on 9 September 1997. | thought it would be of interest to the

House if | read out a number of points from those minutes,

Mr FOLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.  as follows:
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Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesdayrecommended that Workskil continue to trade with extended credit
12 August 1997 were questioned by Mr Zimmerman who asked fofacilities to $500 000 over the next seven weeks until funding is
clarification on the accommodation sub-committee rights to makeeceived. Mr Cox reiterated that the report from Sims Lockwood was
decision on the sale of the Murray Bridge industrial facility. Mr Cox instigated on his behalf and not the Commonwealth Bank’s.
stated that he believed the sub-committee could act without the fuMs Herraman agreed that finances are critical. However, even if
board. Mr Zimmerman asked that the minutes be amended to reflebturray Bridge industrial facility is sold, how long will this take to
that. Ms Herraman seconded. help finances. Mr Zimmerman explained that the Sims Lockwood

Reports of the business from previous meeting—report has shown that Workskil will survive but that the facility must
12 August 1997. . Mr Cox eplained that two staff members had be sold in the short/long term to help finances.
nominated themselves for the new role: Sue Hammon.d from O_Ur Clty Mr Zimmerman asked how much funds does Workskil have.
office and Barbara Mayfield from our Murray Bridge office. Mr Cox replied that our bank guarantee was included as debt and a
Ms Dwyer held a staff election resulting in 20/11 vote in favour of fixed loan of $224 000. Sims Lockwood confirmed that in October
Sue Hammond. Sue is a training coordinator responsible for thgyorkskil's overdraft will drop down to $340 000. However, this was
OCPE project. Sue was welcomed to the new board and would bgased on confirmed business only and that there was significant
present following the AGM on 23 September. . . __expectation of success with other contracts.

Mr Cox advised that he had received a letter from ATT Capita "y zimmerman stated that if the bank was happy then the board
(tabled) that stated the bank guarantee could be revised downwargo|d be happy. Ms Herraman asked that if Murray Bridge facility
However, there would be a fee involved and that it should be dongyas so1d are we confident that no other assets will need to be sold
in six months'’ time. Mr Cox also advised that the bank had a copyq carry Workskil through difficult times. Mr Millar responded that
of this correspondence. . . . . Workskil still owned 1069 South Road and that the funds from the

Mr Cox stated that he was disappointed that the board haghqstrial facility were to be used only to reduce Workskil's
questioned the future of Workskil yet were unable to attend thgyerqraft facility and help with its cash flow situation.
presentation arranged for the— Mr Millar explained that the first report from Sims Lockwood
the date is unspecified— was based on conversations that Mr Cox had with the Common-

Mr Cox advised that there would be no presentation this meeting al ealth Bank and had not appeared to be completely independent.

.~ Sims Lockwood’s second report then went further and had taken
:Egt M SXD(VI\E%eEr)aP:nI(\j/IérH:rI]I&Nte;]rgtctl#]genrtg/seeﬁtrgt?;ﬂyv\?gj% porggﬁrr I?v% opies of Workskil's contracts and had given a much clearer definite
weeks following the AGM P icture of Workskil's future based on known income only.

Mr Zimmerman queried whether 30 to 45 minutes for the , Given the information received all board members agreed that
presentation was too long. Mr Cox replied that he believed thathe sale of the Murray Bridge industrial facility was appropriate and
amount of time was needed for the presentation. Mr Millar suggesteﬁ/lhom_d proceed quickly. Mr Zimmerman moved to accept the report,
allocation of a set time limit and advising Ms Dwyer and Mr Hall to Mr Millar seconded and Mr Cox to provide feedback to the board
work within this time frame. All agreed that presentation b_efrom the bank regarding conditional arrangements, etc.
scheduled for 7 October 1997. Time allocated—30 minutes includingoncerns have been expressed on a number of occasions by

question time. . . o -
Mr Cox apologised for lateness of the project activity report, "€ Opposition (both Federal and State) regarding the

However, discussions with bank regarding cash flow manageme#@rmation of a new system of assistance by the Common-
and tender commitments had not allowed sufficient time to work onwealth Government for unemployed persons seeking
board documentation. employment as well as employed persons looking to change

Ms Herraman highlighted comment in independent report by ;
Sims Lockwood that income would be generated by further IotterieéObS' Itis felt that, as the old Commonwealth Employment

Ms Herraman queried whether a decision was necessary by the boar@!vice has basically been gutted from 1 May this year, with
for the running of any future lotteries given that approval for thethe creation of Employment National and a number of private
second lottery was minimal and that this was not guaranteed futurgompanies coming into this employment job broker market

funds. Mr Cox responded that the bank and Sims Lockwood Wersﬁaid for by the Commonwealth Government, it will end up
advised that aboard approval was required for any future lotteries, ’

Mr Zimmerman queried whether the running of lotteries was to? COMplete shemozzle. .
be a regular event and should this be included in forecasting. Mr Cox We have seen already that a number of these job brokers
replied that the bank was given ‘known’ income only and thathave applied for and obtained lucrative tenders from the

nothing ‘sinister’ was occurring to mislead the board. ;
Ms Herraman asked if the bobcat was sold. Mr Cox replied thapommOnwealth Government when they themselves are in

there were two interested parties and that the asking price waxtremely difficult financial situations. We have had the

$23 000 and that the moving expenses for collection from nursergituation in New South Wales where a broker enterprise that

were to be at the purchaser’s end. _ got the contract had absolutely no staff whatsoever but,
After reading the independent report from Sims Lockwoodpgnetheless, was awarded a contract and claims that it will

Ms Herraman stated that our financial situation looked ‘a bit scary’ - .
Mr Cox replied that the bank sought ‘confirmed activity only’ and now seek to build up the necessary staff to carry outits work

that the report from Sims Lockwood was ‘no holds barred’.as a jobs broker.
Mr Zimmerman explained to Ms Herraman that the reportfrom Sims  \We have a situation in South Australia with Workskil

Lockwood received prior to the meeting was a third report which ; ; e ;
considered Workskil to be a viable business and saw no problerlnncorporated, which has not been in a position to pay its

with Workskil trading out of difficulty based on the figures received. SUP€rannuation legal obligations for its employees and which

Sims Lockwood stressed that the Murray Bridge facility needed td1as been in all sorts of financial difficulties. As | have

be put on the market to improve cash resources. illustrated from these minutes, taken as recently as
Mr Cox explained that the organisation required $500 000 CrEd('JSeptember 1997, it is extremely unlikely that that organis-

facility for a period of seven weeks, worst case scenario $502 000, ; ) ] - -
Mr Zimmerman referred to dishonoured cheques in Sims Lockwoodition also is a viable job broker in the context of what the

report. Mr Cox replied that there were no funds in the bank at thaommonwealth Government would have hoped to provide,

time. Mr Cox had requested an independent report to be done on onamely, an efficient and effective service to unemployed

business and the Commonwealth Bank had recommended Sinesoyth Australians.

Lockwood. The bank had then taken advice from Sims Lockwoo : ; :

and will be extending credit facilities to allow Workskil to continue Th,ese are o_nly t'ps ofthe |cet_)erg. Beca_use_ O.f the Liberal

to trade. Party’s obsession with outsourcing and privatising so much
Mr Zimmerman asked if we were maintaining contact with our of Government activity, it forgets that organisations such as

creditors. Mr Cox replied that Ms Garrick, his secretary, wasthese job broker schemes are there to help place unemployed

speaking directly to creditors on an ongoing basis and giving the ; ; ; ;
ah expected date to receive funds. "Bersons in work. The whole problem is not just Workskil

Ms Herraman asked if this was a ‘scheme of arrangementincorporated but the theory behind it, which is that if you
Mr Cox replied that Sims Lockwood are not administrators, buthand over to the private sector it will look after the public
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good. But, when dealing with these types of issues, private/as in a state of considerable confusion. | understand that
profit motives will supplant the public good on every Optima has looked at alternative sources of fuel in relation
occasion, because that is how private enterprise works ard that power station so that it can bring it on-line more
how it must work if it is to survive in that type of environ- quickly and so that it can avoid some of the current environ-
ment. mental problems.

As | have said before, long-term unemployed persons, The member for Hart also referred to the Sheridan report
persons who have English as their second language, amaday. It is a great pity that the honourable member did not
persons with poor education standards and the like will beead it and refer to it—which | would like to do, Mr Speaker,
overlooked in terms of work force placement by these brokerbecause | know that you are interested in this subject. The
because they will not be a product, if | can use the retail tradexecutive summary states:
language, ‘that moves on the shelf quickly’: they have a slow-  The assessment shows that major competitive and trading risks
moving shelf life. Consequently, because they are difficult taconfront the State’s electricity businesses and that these risks place
train and it is difficult to find employers to take on those in jeopardy the current dividend flows to the State budget and to the

; : : . .~ value of the asset of those businesses. | believe that the available
people, the job brokers will say, in effect, ‘We are not gettlngevidence supporting the responses and conclusions set out in the

enough money to work with those people; far better for us tttachments to this summary provide the basis for a strong case:
concentrate on the short-term unemployed persons wit{a) to support transferring ownership of the State’s electricity
marketable skills and various other attributes so that we calpHsinesses to the private sector; (b) for the Government to focus on

-» regulating the electricity supply industry to ensure that the
move them through the system faster at a greater profit. community’s interests are well served.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to take Thisis whatthe former Auditor-General, Mr Sheridan, said.
part— In the conclusions to the report, he says:

Mr Clarke interjecting: Major competitive and trading risks confront each of the State’s

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am always pleased to folow Sicticly uatesses. These istshie he potenia o rease he
the honourable member, and | am pleased to t'ake partin thﬁassu?/e on their ovgreﬁl level. The exgosures confronting South
debate. I suggest to the member for Ross Smith that he rea@stralian taxpayers are unprecedented with respect to a
what Tony Blair is doing in the United Kingdom, and he Government-owned trading (rather than financial) enterprise in the
would find that some of the matters he is raising are someState.
what in conflict with what the Blair Government is doing in That, in itself, brings to the attention of the House—
the UK. Mr Clarke interjecting:

Mr Atkinson: So what? The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Unlike the honourable member,

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: He is taking a very conservative | want to see South Australian taxpayers in the community
view on many of these issues. Tonight, | want briefly to referget the best possible return from any asset which is wholly
to some comments made by the Deputy Leader of ther partly privatised, because | want to see the long-term
Opposition, who was obviously in a state of confusion thisinterests of the people of South Australia protected. We have
afternoon. She did not know the difference between théad a situation in the past few years where our electricity
Northern Power Station and the Playford Power Station agenerating facilities have been very well run, and comments
Port Augusta. The Northern Power Station is the base loashade by the Leader of the Opposition about sacking the
station which generates a large percentage of South Austaanagement were really made by a person who knows

ralia’s electricity and which operates— nothing about the history or the way in which these facilities
Mr Clarke: | am surprised you know the difference. are managed. They have been a supplier of revenue for the
When was the last time you visited? Treasury.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: One of the unfortunate things The unfortunate set of circumstances which will confront
about the member for Ross Smith is that his geography iss in the future is that it is most unlikely it will continue. We
poor and he is even less informed in relation to my know-cannot stand idly by and see that situation evolve. It would
ledge of the power industry. The Deputy Leader was in a statee the height of irresponsibility. | do not know about the
of confusion, because the Playford Power Station is the ollonourable member’s electorate, but in my electorate and
power station at Port Augusta. In the past 12 months, athers there are a number of important public infrastructure
considerable amount of money has been spent on that powgrograms which | would like to see implemented and which
station to give it some stand-by capacity. It operates on a fewould create opportunities and do a great deal for the
days of the year; it operated on that hot Wednesday, anddommunity of South Australia.
think it operated last Friday. Itis an old and not very efficient  If Optima and ETSA suddenly become loss-making
operation. Optima— organisations, and ETSA Corporation is budgeting this year

Mr Clarke interjecting: for a $96 million loss on its trading, that will be $96 million

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member does that we do not have. Therefore, | am not prepared to sit idly
not want to lead with his chin. The Playford Power Stationby as a member of this place and see a situation evolve which
has had little use in recent years. | would suggest that theill inflict more hardship on the people of South Australia.
Deputy Leader refer back to the time of the previous GovernH the Opposition is so naive that it believes—
ment, which was fully aware of the situation. When the power Mr Clarke interjecting:
station is brought on-line—when Optima Energy believes that The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Ifitis so financially naive, then
because of the climatic conditions there will be an excessivefear for the welfare of the people of South Australia. The
draw on power supplies—the existing employees stoke itole of Government is to assess the information at its
up—and | understand that only about 200 people aréisposal, no matter what the political cost may be, and to
currently employed at the power station at Port Augusta. make the right decisions. If members of this House are not

The Deputy Leader does not want to be like a cat that hagrepared or do not have the political courage to do that, they
swallowed the cream and think she is onto something. Share unfit to serve in this place and to represent the people of
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South Australia. If the only answer the former Deputy LeadeMinister to the opening of the new health facility at Wiawera

has is to continue to interject and make a lot of noise, that iStation near Olary to show that this Government does care

a matter for him, but at the end of the day the public of Souttand is concerned about the interests of people in isolated

Australia expects governments to make the right decisionsommunities. It is an excellent facility which is appreciated

and not shirk their responsibility. The easiest thing in theby the community and which will serve a large number of

world would be to adopt the Bannon attitude and pretend thggeople for a long time. | intended to say one or two things

there is not a problem by just sidestepping the issue. That isoncerning the member for Hammond, but | will not do so at

not an option | want to be part of, and | know that memberghis stage, because there are other pressing needs.

on this side are prepared to accept their responsibilities, Motion carried.

because that is the least that the people of South Australia can

expect. At 9.2 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
Last Saturday | had the pleasure of accompanying the 25 March at 2 p.m.



