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framework governing the South Australia Police is antiquat-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ed. The basic framework remains virtually untouched since
its enactment nearly 50 years ago.
Wednesday 3 June 1998 In its present form, the Police Act 1952 sets out a rigid
management system indicative of the militaristic origins of
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at colonial police forces and doqs not reflect thg modern human
2 p.m. and read prayers. resource management practices, changes in the work of the
police over the years or, more importantly, the needs of the
HALLETT COVE BEACH community. The present Act does not deliver a best practice
model of community service to both members of SAPOL and
A petition signed by 1 251 residents of South Australiathe South Australian community. There is no doubt that there
requesting that the House urge the Government to include ttyill be some resistance to some of these changes—as there
Hallett Cove Beach on the Coast Protection Board’s sandlways is. But | would hope that the Police Association can
replenishment program was presented by the Horgee that the changes are in the best interests of the members

W.A. Matthew. they represent as well as the public of South Australia. It is
Petition received. our intention to ensure that the Police Association continues
to be fully consulted on the proposed changes, and we hope
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION that they will work with us, not against us.

In the past, it has been all too common for members of

A petition signed by 865 residents of South AustraliaSAPOL to be caught up in long and tedious promotional
requesting that the House urge the Government to oppose thgpeals and disciplinary hearings. These matters can go on

sale or lease of ETSA and Optima Energy assets wa®r up to two years, during which time members are placed

presented by Mr Hill. under enormous personal stress, which undoubtedly affects
Petition received. their ability to deliver an effective service.
The Government’s Police Bill 1998 is intended to provide
FISHING, NET SAPOL with the necessary resources to enable it to meet both

. . . ._internal demands for change and community expectations of

A petition signed by 115 residents of South Australiageryice. In order to meet those demands, the Government will
requesting that the House urge the Government to maintaifiroquce progressive and innovative reforms, which will

the ban on net fishing between Point Bollingbrook and Capggiaplish a modern, flexible management structure as the

Donnington was presented by Mrs Penfold. basis for performance management and the deployment and
Petition received. use of all members of SAPOL. The changing roles and
functions of the police are reflected in the reforms, with

TAFE CLOSURES particular emphasis on the many services provided by the

A petition signed by 228 residents of South AustraliapOllICe to the cotmrt'nlf[ﬂny. fessional duct and discioli
requesting that the House urge the Government to investigate mprovements 1o the proféssional conduct and discipiinary

the closure of Aboriginal Community Education ProgramsSyStem will streamline the often frustrating and complicated

at the Salisbury and Regency Institute of TAFE campuse&and”ng of misconduct issues and allow greater focus to be

and to examine the possibility of reinstating these programgl""cdecl ton i?e mvedstlg?tlon and tproslecutlon tOf S?rlOUSd
was presented by Ms Rankine. conduct matters and refine promotional appointments an

o - appeals. The Commissioner will remain responsible for the
Petition received. control and management of South Australia Police and be
GALLERY, FILMING will be required to ensure that good management and

personnel practices are followed to provide an effective,

The SPEAKER: Order! | direct my remarks to the two responsive and efficient delivery of police services. This will,
cameramen in the gallery and remind you that, if you wish tdn part, be accomplished through the development, encour-

stay in the gallery, you will cease filming other than whenagement and full utilisation of the abilities of all personnel

members are on their feet. through ongoing improved training and education.
Honourable members:Hear, hear! Underpinning the Government’s move to improve policing
The SPEAKER: That inc'udes the cameraman in the |S a Commltment to bl’ing more fleXIblll'[y to the human
middle. resource management within SAPOL. First, where specialist
skills are required, provision will be made for the appoint-
POLICE REFORM ment of officers by way of term appointment. Provision will

also be made for the appointment of people who are not

The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Police, Correc-  members of South Australia Police to the rank of senior
tional Services and Emergency Services):seek leave to constable or above on term appointments. This move will
make a ministerial statement. ensure that, in instances where specialist expertise is needed,

Leave granted. the Commissioner has the ability to bring in the people to

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Today | want to outline to the complement and reinforce the expertise we already have
House significant changes this Government is proposing forithin our police.
the State’s police force. They are major changes, which will  Existing members of South Australia Police who may be
take the South Australia Police into the next millennium. Thisappointed on a term appointment will, unless the conditions
is not change for change’s sake but changes to ensure thaftthe appointment do not otherwise provide, have a fall-back
South Australians have the most efficient police force inposition to an appointment at the same rank they held before
Australia—an outcome they deserve. The current legislativérst appointed for a term. Secondly, promotion to a rank will
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no longer be to a particular position. Promotionto arank will  Mr CONDOUS: | bring up the report of the committee
be based on the generic competencies identified as beimg the committee’s policy for its examination of regulations
common to a particular rank. A promotion to a particularand move:

position will only be made when the position has been Thatthe report be received.

identified as one of a specialist nature. Motion carried.

The present Act and regulations are very descriptive and Mr CONDOUS: | bring up the report of the committee
rule orientated in their approach to disciplinary matters. Whabn regulations made under the Development Act 1993 in
is needed today is an approach which promotes professionalation to smoke alarms and move:
standards being supported by all members of the organisation, That the report be received.
and which provides for diverse strategies to deal with people Motion carried.
not upholding professional standards. To this end, it is
intended that a Code of Conduct will be established by QUESTION TIME
regulation. A two-tiered disciplinary procedure will be
established to deal with breaches of the Code.

Major misconduct will be dealt with by the Police
Disciplinary Tribunal established under the Police (Com-
plaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985. Minor
misconduct will be dealt with through an informal inquiry.
Provision will be made for the review of the finding on

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will

the Premier confirm that he did not believe the statement he

made to the House yesterday that, unless ETSA and Optima

informal inquiry. Action which may be taken in relation to a were sold, there would have to be further increases to taxes
erson as a result of a determination of an informal inquir and charges or the loss of a further 10 000 to 20 000 public

p QUNsector jobs, and how many other statements has the Premier

VAV'EJE‘TSS g%n;ggﬁzaetrtgft?];ngmibceer Egg%uﬁgmgﬂézaggg{made to the House on ETSA's privatisation that he did not
P Pelieve? Yesterday, the Premier told the House:

plinary Proceedings) Act 1985 will change the burden o But the simple, undeniable fact is that. . . there will have to be

proofin proceedings before the Police Disciplinary Tribunalyrther impost in taxes and charges. Either that, or we have to take
from proof beyond reasonable doubt to proof on the balancenother 10 000 to 20 000 public servants off the list.

of probabilities, and will bring South Australia Police in line In a letter to the Public Service Association later the same
with other States, public servants and teachers. day, the Premier wrote:
The Commissioner will be given the power to manage The commentwas not to suggest the Government would reduce
unsatisfactory performance by transferring a member to #€ public sector by 20 000.
position of the same or lower rank or by terminating theWhen does the Premier mean what he says?
appointment of the member. However, no appointment will The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | welcome this question
be able to be terminated unless the member has been allowegcause, in posing it and quoting frdtansard the Leader
a period of at least three months to improve his or hepf the Opposition left off the most important words. At the
performance and a panel of persons has confirmed that tig@d of my remarks | said, ‘Is that what members of the
processes and assessments made conform to the requiremépposition want?’ That is what | said, and that is what
of the provision and were responsible in the circumstance$iansard clearly states. We have clearly put down an
The Police Appeal Board and the Promotions Review Boardlternative strategy. We indicated to the Parliament in the
will be replaced by a one person Police Review Tribunabudget that if we, in years three and four, are not enabled by
comprising a judge of the District Court. the Parliament to secure this year the sale of our power
The proposed single person review tribunal is intended téftilities—first, to remove risk; secondly, to reduce debt; and,
streamline the process and promote consistency in decisiorigirdly, to reduce debt servicing costs and have surplus funds
It may be that the need for more amendments to the Policavailable for headroom in the budget in years three, four and
(Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1995 emerg@eyond—we will be bringing in a mini-budget.
as the result of the review presently being undertaken by Mrs We have made quite clear and specific our course of
Iris Stevens. If that should happen, the amendments can §&tion. What the Leader of the Opposition does not want to
done as amendments to the Bill or, indeed, in a separate Biftcknowledge is that the Labor Party does not want increases
The Government does not intend to pre-empt the enterpridB taxes and charges. It will continue to reduce the debt and
bargaining process which is in train at the moment. If therdhaintain existing public sector employees, but it will not pay
is an agreement between the Police Association and tHBem as we have negotiated but, as the member for Elizabeth
Commissioner which suggests that changes to the Bill arBas clearly indicated, it will pay them more than we have
needed, then changes can be made. signed off, as in the instance of nurses. _
These important measures which | have foreshadowed That sort of magic pudding formula is not an economic
recognise the role of the police in today’s society. They willfesult for South Australia. We have clearly put down that, if
promote the effective management of South Australian Policie Parliament does not enable us to secure the headroom and
and will assist the Commissioner of Police in responding td€liéf from debt servicing costs of approximately

place the police on a sound footing for its future role. opposite say that that is scaremongering. If we had not put
that on the table at this time and come back in October or
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE November and introduced it, they would have said, ‘Why did

you not tell us at the time the budget was tabled that they

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | bring up the eleventh report were the circumstances?’
of the committee and move: Let me also quote this policy-free zone that the Labor
That the report be received. Party has and put it in some context. In my reply yesterday
Motion carried. | clearly tried to demonstrate that the Labor Party has
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absolutely no policy solution—none at all. It is clarified— be met by the taxpayer through either direct payments from

An honourable member interjecting: the budget or reduced prices for the assets. They are the sorts

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Coming soon, yes! Itis clarified of trade-offs you have to make in determining these policies.
to this extent. On the Cordeaux talkback program last Fridaygut | believe it is a cost that we should meet, because we
the Leader was asked the question, ‘What would you do7have an obligation to ensure the security of the existing work
That is a legitimate sort of question, to which the Leadeiforce and the families that they support. | believe that when
replied, ‘Well, you know, that is interesting. That was the the unions and the employees they represent see the entire
answer! Well, Mike, | can tell you, we are very interested inpackage that we will be presenting, they will agree that the
what you would do. Then we waited for the budget replythreat of industrial action, therefore, is not appropriate.
yesterday. We thought we might get just a glimmer of policy
direction out of the— ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

Members interjecting: L

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order. ., '€ Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:—budget reply, and we did. Let Why did the Premier tell this House on 18 February this year

. that when he was Minister for Infrastructure prior to the last
me quote fronHansardone of the thrusts of the policy of the : - .
Leader of the Opposition. He said: election the Government ‘did not consider the sale of ETSA

Labor would seek to grow the economy and get more revenu rany part of it’, when documen'Fs reveal that as a Mipistgr
from higher levels of economic activity. the Premier had personally outlined a scheme to privatise
No elaboration. Well, it is a terrific idea, Mike, as if we had ETSA in December 1995? A minute from the ETSA Corpora-
not thought of trying to create more economic activity to gettion Managing Director to the Chairman of the ETSA board
revenue flowing to the Government! That is the capacity, thélated 16 February 1996 refers to a submission prepared for
ability, the extent to which the Leader has an alternativé® Cabinet subcommittee ‘which developed the concept
policy direction for South Australia. He fails the Labor Party outlined by Minister Olsen in December involving out-

and, more importantly, he fails South Australians. sourcing ETSA transmission and selling off 50 per cent of the
transmission assets as part of the process’.
ETSA AND OPTIMA EMPLOYEES It goes on to say that further work was done in developing

the concept and submitting a paper to the Cabinet subcommit-

The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):Is the Premier aware of tee in early February 1996, a paper which was ‘received
statements made by an official of the Electrical Trades Unioifiavourably’. The minute also confirms that Graeme Long-
threatening industrial action on the basis of an alleged lackottom of the electricity sector reform unit, the EDA and
of response by the Government concerning the future dETSA officers were all involved in developing the Minister's
ETSA and Optima employees? concept, all of them working for agencies reporting to then

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am aware of the comments and Minister Olsen. When do you tell the truth to this Parliament?

I was surprised that Mr Donnelly was threatening to turn off Members interjecting:

Adelaide’s power simply because a meeting had not been The SPEAKER: Order!

held. Government officers are negotiating with the combined The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader of the Opposition
ETSA and Optima unions, and those negotiations have beétas got it wrong yet again. | pose the question to the Leader:
led on the union side by Mr John Fleetwood of the Australiarwho introduced the amendments to the Parliament to, in fact,
Services Union. restrict the sale but for passage of legislation? It was none

The fact is that a series of meetings has been held with thether than I. The facts speak for themselves. It is pretty old
unions. It is true that some meetings have been reschedulegws—
to provide an opportunity for the Government to finalise its  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
offer. However, Mr Fleetwood wrote to Government officials The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has asked his
on 28 May acknowledging the proposal for the schedule ofjuestion.
the next round of discussions this week and providing details The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: He just can't contain himself,
for a number of further matters the union wished to raise agan he? About 12 months ago the member for Hart got very
that time. | can only assume, therefore, that there has beesxcited about what he considered to be a leaked document.
some breakdown in communications among the unions, angihat he did not show and did not release, which, if my
| would very much hope that it does not lead to any unwarmemory serves me, was page 13—
ranted action. Mr Foley: | didn’t get it—

As to the security of ETSA and Optima workers, I think  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, one could have believed
itis appropriate that details of our offer are communicated tehat that page did not happen to go to them: all the others did
the unions before they are made public. However, | havguyt that page did not. On page 13, or whatever the page was,
already given commitments in respect of ensuring the existing was said that the proposal was put to the Cabinet subcom-
employment conditions of ETSA and Optima workers, andnittee, which said that no further action on this proposal is
they will be maintained moving into the new ownership. Iwarranted or required. That is what was said; that was in a
have also given certain commitments concerning no force@ress conference; and the member for Hart would know about
redundancies; and, most importantly, | can advise the Hous@at from last year. | point out further proof of thena fides
that the Government will ensure that the security of the workn this matter. | come back to the start: it was none other than
force is protected through the continuation of all superannug-who introduced in this House an amendment to the restruc-
tion entitlements. turing legislation that would have precluded any such

As | said, | do not wish to go into details before the unionsproposal without reference to the Parliament.
have had an opportunity to consider our detailed offer; but |
would stress that the package, particularly as regards Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Is the Premier aware
superannuation, involves substantial costs which will have tof a rally, being promoted by former Premier Don Dunstan
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to oppose the sale of ETSA? The former Premier is claimindpetween the South Australian circumstance and that which
that Sir Thomas Playford would not have approved of theapplies to Auckland.
sale. Such claims and activities may have an impact on the New Zealand does not have an independent regulator who
process of restructure and sale of South Australia’s electricityegularly reviews performance and capital expenditure plans.
assets. The plans to reform and restructure South Australia’s
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am aware of the rally and the electricity industry include a commitment to an independent
advertisements on radio which feature former Premieregulator who will ensure that service levels are maintained
Dunstan and which evoke the name of Sir Thomas Playforddy the new private operators. | find it interesting that the
I understand that the organisers of the rally are attempting tbabor Party is turning to a Leader of the 1970s to provide its
draw some sort of a parallel between our process of reforrmolicy solutions and ideas for the twenty-first century. | also
and the situation in Auckland. This is a gross distortion of thefind it fascinating that it is bringing one of the most practical
facts. Itis based on an absolute refusal by the Labor Party tand pragmatic politicians, Sir Thomas Playford, into its
accept that the problems in Auckland are not the result ofdeological arguments.
privatisation. Members will recall that after we announced on  Thomas Playford nationalised the Adelaide Electricity
17 February (or thereabouts) our move on this policy, th&Supply Company as a way of dealing with a pressing issue
Leader of the Opposition, post the Auckland situation, saidthat he and this State then faced. He had to deal with his own
‘This is a result of privatisation.’ national market problem: namely, he did not want to be held
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. to ransom by the New South Wales coal unions. He took a
The question was whether the Premier is aware of the rallyesponsible and practical course of action, which was totally
Having answered ‘Yes’, | wonder what relevance there is, irflivorced from ideology. If Sir Thomas Playford were here
answering the substance of the question, in talking aboueday and faced the problem now facing South Australia of

Auckland. a deregulated national market with interstate producers able
The SPEAKER: Order! Ministers are given considerable to provide electricity better than we can, he would also take
latitude to develop a reply. a responsible and practical course of action. He was a

Members interjecting: pragmatist, not an ideologue, and he worked in the interests
The SPEAKER: Order! At the moment. the Chairis not ©f South Australia. As before, he would not be hamstrung by

of the view that the Premier has gone beyond his Iimitationédeomgy: he would restructure South Australia’s industry and

as a Minister to respond. The Premier. return it to the private sector. . L
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Part of the key publicity blurb The old-fashioned Labor Party in South Australia is hung

on this rally emerging from the Labor Party through theUP ON ideology, while all around Labor Parties are changing.
United Trades and Labor Council is: ‘Don't let an Auckland In a speech to the power conference this morning, | referred

happen here’ That is the reason for developing the argumerix./the Federal member for Werriwa (former Prime Minister

: ; hitlam’s seat), who has called for a policy of ownership
Regarding Auckland, Mercury Energy, the supply authority, . ,
is not a private company: it is a corporatised distributofqemra“ty' In yesterday'ageLyndsay Tanner, a member of

owned by a consortium of local councils via a trust structure}_h:bl(‘)?tr)r?lzlsffttéﬁgn;”nbéjvtvesogz ,a:féehuenggirdthe headiline ‘Why
That is the position in New Zealand. ’ —

The problem in Auckland appeared to have begun whepiaMrATKlNSON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.

the four main hiah voltade stpoly lnes to the ety were 2 not the Premier now strayed well beyond the substance
g ge supply Y of the question?

accidentally severed by a construction contractor. The ) .
geographical layout of Auckland means that its electricity The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair cannot uphold the

- : - oint of order but | would ask the Premier to wind up his
supply is focused on a small number of points which aré . . . .
underground—and that added to the difficulties of repair. Théemarks. It is the view of the Chair that the point has been

progressive failure of the four cables that entered the city Apade and that the reply Sh_OUI(.j nhow be drawn to a qoncluswn.
the same point, and the subsequent failure— The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | will simply conclude with the

. . comments of Lyndsay Tanner. He said:
Mr CONLON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | refer We are experiencing a transformation of economic activity,

to your previous ruling that you would allow a certain amountgriven largely by new technology. Developed economies have
of latitude, but we are now exploring the geography ancthecome too complex, dynamic and diverse to be run by tight

layout of the city of Auckland. | ask whether that is relevantcentralised control without costs in efficiency and individual

to whether the Premier knew of this rally. freedom. A new role for Government is emerging from this
. ) . transformation. Future Government will ensure that its citizens can

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has no idea of what participate in their society. It will take responsibility for the ability

is the agenda for this evening’s meeting. The Premier isf citizens and companies to achieve decent economic rewards, but
responding to a question from the member for Waite. Héot the actual delivery of these outcomes. o
certainly should not move into areas of debate. | ask him td he Labor Party in South Australia might not like it, but the
wind up his reply as it relates to the question from thelL.abor Party elsewhere in Australia is seeing the light.
member for Waite. Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am clearly addressing the ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will

subject—the nature of tonight's rally. In this morning’s cCOme to order.

publicity put out by the Labor Party and the United Trades Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

and Labor Council it was stated that this candlelight vigilis  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will

to ensure that we in South Australia do not sell ETSA-Optimanot continue interjecting when he has been called to order by
so that a position such as that in Auckland cannot be repeateithe Chair.

I think it is worth putting on the public record the true facts ~ Mr Atkinson: Caution! Caution!

so that before this rally takes place at least some members of The SPEAKER: And | do not need the assistance of the
the broader community will know that there is no parallelmember for Spence.
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Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  (about $10 million a year). During the same period, when the
When did the Premier first develop the concept outlined irMinister was Premier, the State Government announced a
December 1995 to sell half of ETSA's transmission assettarget to cut health expenditure by $70 million a year and cut
and did he brief the then Premier, Dean Brown? On 24 Aprik total of $230 million in real terms over four years. On
1996 Labor released leaked documents that revealed part®May the Minister told the Senate inquiry into health
the plan—which we now know was Ministers Olsen’s funding:
concept—to sell off 50 per cent of ETSAs transmission  Serious mistakes have been made in our hospitals because people

assets. When the then Premier was asked about these pl&#¥€ in fact been asked to leave early or were not admitted.
on that day he told the media: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Let us deal with the funda-

That's absolute rubbish. There are no moves by the State Goverf€ntal issue here: that this Government, since coming to
ment whatsoever to privatise the whole or part of ETSA. That'soffice and since the start of the Medicare agreement, has
absolute bunk. I have no idea where this document has come frorpfocessed more patients each year than Labor ever did under
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As | indicated to the House in a jts operation of the public hospital system, to the point that
clear and concise answer to a question from the Leader oftng, last year some 20 000 extra people were dealt with
Opposition, when this concept was referred to the Cabinghrough our public hospital system compared to when Labor
subcommittee that subcommittee said, “This will not bewas in power. I invite the honourable member to read the
progressed. No further work is warranted on this matterhdget papers, because they show that our allocation of funds

Subsequent to that, and as a result of the Industry Commigs g per cent higher for health care than it was under the
sion report, | introduced legislation into the Parliament tofqgrmer Labor Government.

restructure, and in that measure | moved the amendments to \we have the clear facts that, first, we processed more

preclude such an outcome. people and took more admissions into our public hospitals
than Labor ever did; secondly, that we are now putting in 9
MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY per cent more funds than Labor ever did. The honourable
member knows only too well that some of her colleagues
é%roughout the rest of Australia have joined with Liberal
ealth Ministers to condemn what has occurred under the
Medicare agreement.
: ; Mr Foley: Liberal Government.
|
The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Elder. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, in fact it was a Labor

mo-{J?he ';'.?]2' I(DBeAaIrth(]Belilfgfolr’:ldugter (;a:;t.r?:épe igiswcl))rigin Government. It was a Labor Government that introduced the
i P y ; 917?93 Medicare agreement. We, in Opposition, criticised that

Halgreement at the time, and members will recall that the then

ghadow Minister (Michael Armitage) in this Parliament

iticised that Medicare agreement that was signed by the

en State Labor Government with the then Federal Labor

Nlinister.

The Hon. M.H. Armitage: Martyn Evans: the member

r Elizabeth before this one.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That's right.

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Industry,
Trade and Tourism inform the House of any recent success
in job creation in South Australia’s automotive industry?

Mr Conlon interjecting:

Australian football teams beat Victorians was extended t
another area today with the news that Siebe Automotive ha{(z
bought out a Victorian automotive company, PJ King.
That purchase brings 100 new jobs to South Australia, an
all comes about because of the department’s getting involve,
with small and medium size business to make sure thdP
assistance programs and support for their development occur - L
here in South Australia. The fact of our operating costs; our MeMDers interjecting: _
overall union involvement at a lower level; that wages in this 1 1e SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
State are low compared to those in other States; and the, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The member for Elizabeth
virtual lack of red tape have enabled us to get furthefMightlike to go and talk to her Party colleague Martyn Evans
involvement by the automotive industry here in Southand ask him why he signed a Medicare agreement that did not
Australia. This transfer of 100 jobs will create $83.7 million guarantee the State an extra payment if there was a decline
of economic benefit to South Australia. This is the sort ofi Private health insurance. Some 87 000 people have
thing that needs to happen in this State, where the DepartmeffioPped out of private health insurance since the start of this
of Industry and Trade gets out and creates jobs and ensur@greement, e_lnd because of its loose wording South Australia
an excellent future for young South Australians. has not received one dollar extra from the Federal Govern-
The relocation should occur by the end of this year, so byn€nt, and the blame for that must go back to the Labor
then we will have 100 new jobs, a relocation from Victoria Ministers, Federal and State, who signed the agreement. It

and a benefit to South Australia’s economic activity ofWas Labor who signed that Medicare agreement, and you
$83.7 million. could have driven a truck through that agreement when it

came to compensating the States for a further decline in
HEALTH FUNDING private health insurance.
Hence, although we are dealing with 20 000 extra
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to admissions in our public hospitals, because of the failure of
the Minister for Human Services. Given that the Statehe Labor Party back in 1993 through wanting to sign that
Government's cuts to health funding were six times greateagreement before the Federal election—they were almost
than the cost to hospitals of people opting out of privatefalling over themselves to sign that agreement before the
health cover between 1993 and 1997, why is the MinisteFederal election—we are suffering here in South Australia,
blaming the Federal Government for mistakes made in ouais the taxpayers of this State are having to pick up the full
hospitals? Figures released by the Minister show that betweeasponsibility for the extra 87 000 people who are now reliant
1993 and 1997 the cost to South Australia’s hospitals obn the public hospital system. Our argument with the Federal
people opting out of private health cover was $45 millionGovernment at present is that it is not compensating us for the
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future in terms of those 87 000 people. They are trying to segrowth; 69.1 per cent experienced improved profitability;
a new benchmark 87 000 lower than where they were 4%67.4 per cent increased their capital investment relative to
years ago. sales; 71.7 per cent had lower debt ratios—something that all
In exactly the same way as we believed that we shoul@outh Australians would like; 70 per cent increased their
have been compensated under the Federal Labor Governmeitidend pay-out; 85.7 per cent improved their sales efficien-
Medicare agreement, we believe that we should be compeny; and 64.1 per cent increased their work force. Further, the
sated into the future. | am surprised that the Oppositiorstudy reveals that, on average, investment rose by 44 per cent;
spokesperson on health issues is not supporting the Liberalitput—and the member for Kaurna has been talking about
Party in its campaign to get more funds. Her Party colleaguservices—rose by 27 per cent; employment rose by 6
in New South Wales is one of those leading the push verper cent; and profitability, in terms of return on sales, rose by
strongly, and it was interesting to see that her colleagues 5 per cent.
the Senate joined with the State Health Ministers in very It is very important to say that the study ruled out price
strongly supporting that campaign. increases as the frequent source of profitability increases. So,
Members interjecting: this is all achieved through being more effective, more
The SPEAKER: The member for Hart will come to order. efficient and having a private sector focus and a private sector
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The facts are there: succes- milieu in which to provide more services, as the member for
sive Federal Governments have turned a blind eye to thiaurna said. So, the basic point ought not be lost on South
health care of Australians, particularly those wanting to uséustralians. Privatisation means more jobs, not fewer jobs,
public hospitals. And it is about time that Canberra underbetter jobs and more investment, not less investment.
stood that unless they respond and prop up the private healBrivatisation means more investment from the private sector
insurance system; unless they make it attractive; unless théty South Australia. We all realise that that is something that
stop the drain of people from private insurance, then all Soutthe Opposition, for the most base possible political reasons,
Australians in years to come will suffer along with the restwishes to stifle. It does not want to see investment occur in
of Australians. South Australia, because that will increase its motley chances
Ms Stevens interjecting: of coming over to this side of the House. But let us go out to
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for the people of South Australia and ask them whether they want
Elizabeth asked her question. The member for Mawson. to see increased investment. Let us go out to the people of
South Australia—
GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISES Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | understand that the pursuant to Standing Order 137. It is a serious warning.
Minister for Government Enterprises is reviewing the  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Let us go out to the people
ownership and operations of a number of Governmengf South Australia and see whether they want more output,

enterprises. , more employment and more investment. The only reason why
An honourable member: That's comment! the Labor Party will not do this is that it knows that the
The SPEAKER: Proceed with your question. answers will be in the affirmative for the position that the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: This is the question, Mr Speaker. Government is taking. So, employment is a real issue for
What impact does the Minister consider private sectoSouth Australia, it is a real issue for the Government and
involvement would have on jobs, investments and thehere is real potential for continued job growth through
economy generally with respect to the Minister’s review? privatisation.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: That is a particularly The Opposition clearly lives in an ideological time warp.
important question, dealing with the benefits that flow fromror South Australians, that ideological time warp means
privatisation. In providing the answer to the House, | refer tofewer jobs for the people who in fact the Opposition claims
aJournal of Financarticle entitled ‘Financial and operating tg represent. The Government is concerned with good
performance of newly privatised firms: an internationalgovemmem, not the concern of the Opposition, which is
empirical analysis’. The study builds on a World Bank studypolitics, and its attempt to sit on this side of the Chamber.
completed in 1992. The article compares pre- and pos@uite clearly, privatisation has demonstrably good benefits

privatisation financial and operating performances of 6%or South Australia, and itis a path upon which this Govern-
companies in 18 countries, in 32 industries that have undement will continue.

gone full or partial privatisation between 1961 and 1990. So, Members interjecting:

the Journal of Finance— The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Conlon interjecting:
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Elder is HEALTH FUNDING

clearly trying to interrupt the answer, so that whdsnsard

is sent out to people there will be interruptions in it. The Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Given the Minister for
member for Elder would be better to just quietly listen,Human Services’ statements to the Senate—

because by trying to stop privatisation he is attempting to stop  Members interjecting:

the following benefits flowing to the people of South The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth has
Australia. the call.

The results of the study show that there are very strong Ms STEVENS:—inquiry on health funding, will he
performance improvements, without sacrificing employmenexplain why the budget fails to address the crisis outlined to
security. | remind the member for Elder, the member forthe inquiry by the Minister, and why hospital resources have
Spence and other members who have been interjecting thia¢en pegged at existing levels? On 5 May, the Minister told
these are the benefits indicated by the study. The studyie Senate inquiry that hospital emergency services are
showed that 75.4 per cent of the firms experienced real saleserloaded, that rationing of funds means that mothers have
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to be discharged from the Women’s and Children’s HospitaRegional Development. The State Government and Western
just two days after a normal birth; that waiting times for Mining Company last year announced a major expansion of
allergy and immunology now exceed six months; that medicathe Olympic Dam mining project. Given the Minister’s
staff are under stress; and that research and teaching is beistatement yesterday on regional jobs, will the Minister
depleted. Budget paper four states that the target for 1998-§8ovide the House with some details of the flow-on effects
is to maintain resources to hospitals at existing levels. and benefits to the South Australian economy of the Roxby
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | presented very detailed Downs project, taking into account, of course, that the Labor
evidence to the Senate inquiry on some of the pressures thRarty vigorously opposed this project and the opposition was
are applying within the public hospital system. They are noted by the now Leader of the Opposition?
unigue to South Australia; other State Ministers highlighted The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member was
pressures that apply in their States as well. In fact, | believebviously commenting at the end of that explanation.
itis fair to say that, if one looks at the South Australian health The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | am pleased to report to the
system, particularly our public hospitals, we are probablyHouse that Western Mining's $1.6 billion expansion at
faring better than any other State of Australia. That does nadlympic Dam is approximately 70 per cent complete. As the
mean, though, that our public hospitals are not undemember for Stuart and | witnessed when we recently visited
considerable pressure. In fact, | outlined to the Senate inquir@lympic Dam, it is certainly a most impressive expansion.
some of those pressures that have been occurring and the s@tme of the highlights of the expansion include the accelerat-
of symptoms that we face—because the inquiry was askesgdd underground development, the installation of an under-
what are the symptoms of the Federal Government najround remote controlled locomotive haulage system, a third
compensating the States for the extra people who are nolaulage shaft, new mill, smelter and refining facilities,
coming onto the public hospital system through the crash imdditional tailings retention facilities and, of course, the new
private health insurance, and | answered that question k75 kilovolt electricity transmission line.
giving the sort of information that | did. It was a very  Allthat looks set to be completed in the last quarter of this
legitimate issue to raise, which highlighted the need, and year, which is a world record for this scale of operation. | am
hope that the Senate will now take that to the House oéiso told that Olympic Dam has reached the important
Representatives to highlight the consequences of successivélestone of in excess of one million hours work without a
Federal Governments not compensating us for the declinest-time accident, which is also a world-class effort. The
about which | spoke earlier. ) _ expansion will take the Olympic Dam mining and processing
In terms of the State budget this year, | am surprised thajperations to 200 000 tonnes per annum of refined copper,
the honourable member has come to the conclusion that s@d co-products of 4 600 tonnes per year of uranium, as well
has, because she knows only too well that the budget papess 2 000 kilos of gold and 23 000 kilos of silver. Western
this year have been presented in a different way fromiining has indicated that, further down the track, possibly

previously. We have highlighted that—and she read out thg, 10 years, it will consider expansion to 350 000 tonnes per
appropriate quote—we are at least maintaining effortgpnum.

Maintaining effort means up 7 per cent on where we were 12 e exnansion certainly represents a substantial invest-

months ago. So, we are now heading towards about 30 0Qf ¢ by WMC. It means that the company’s total investment

extra admissions a year, compared with when Labor was igy )y mpic Dam will be $2.6 billion. The company aims to

\c;\];flcv?/illl reﬁggt. wte ?rret7 [rfrtcﬁr\l:/#pt(\),\?JUSt 12 Tr?ntrlrs %gt%pend 70 per cent of its expansion budget within South
€ continue to try to matc at we see as the Need O\ siralia. Once complete, Olympic Dam will represent 25 per

be able to cope with the extra demand coming through th .
door, and we anticipate that the demand in the coming ye‘,?rent of the total assets of Western Mining. More than 1 500

will be up on where it is now. That is an argument that | hav construction workers have been employed on the site. Again,

taken to the Federal Government, and we continue to pre per cent of those workers were recruited from within
the Federal Government for those extra funds. outh Australia. Afu.r.ther 240 workers have been employed
vou cannot have the Statepubls hosial Sysem benfl 0SS TS Lo s Il
funded only by the State Government: there is an obligatio - - o : nly
on the Federal Government to put in the extra money. | hav: ose jobs created an |mmed|ate.|mpact but there is a more
pointed out that, under the funding offered so far by theSUbtIe and Iong-t.erm aqlvantagg in that thosg Workers have
Federal Government, for the first year of the new Medicar ndertaken training which has |_ncr_eased their skills Ie\_/_e_ls.
1 hen construction and commissioning the expanded facilities

agreement there will be about 8 000 fewer admissions thal - .
has occurred this year alone, and over the five years of tHe complete, no doubt those skills will be a valuable asset, not

agreement it is expected that there will be about 100 OO@rlIy for those pe(')ple. to obtgin jobs but also to help attract
fewer admissions than what we anticipate in our publicmher manufacturing industries to that Upper Spencer Gulf

hospitals. That is the whole basis for the State healtfie9ion. The expansion will create approximately 200 more
Ministers asking for $1.1 billion extra, and | expect that this/Ong-term jobs on site, bringing the work force at Olympic
State will get about $100 million a year more out of that if thePam to 1 200. . .

Federal Government listens to the arguments. What | have_!thas been conservatively estimated that for every person
highlighted, though, is that whoever governs in Canberr&lirectly employed three jobs are created indirectly in service
must very urgently address these issues. Otherwise, | belie@@d Supportindustries. The town of Roxby Downs currently
that we will find the public hospitals under increasing has approximately 3 000 residents. It is rapidly expanding to

pressures, as | outlined to the Senate. accommodate the needs of the additional residents and will
quickly grow to 3 5000 people. To cater for that increase land
OLYMPIC DAM is being developed and over 280 houses and units have been

built during this and last year. The new medical centre will
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): My question is directed be complete by the end of June, bringing a very important
to the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources andervice to the people of Roxby Downs.
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There is no doubt that this development is providing a The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —to 4.7 per cent on an
range of economic benefits to the State, as well as a terrifasset base of $5.6 billion. The net turn around, despite the
lifestyle to many hundreds of families who are living in the interjection from the member for Ross Smith, has not been
town. as a result of price increases alone because, during the five

year period December 1992 to December 1997, the annual
SCHOOL FEES average movement in the CPI for Adelaide was 1.9 per cent,
with average annual price increases for the same period

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given the Treasurer's announce- totalling 1.9 per cent for water—in other words, the same as
ment that school operating grants and school card allowancése average annual CPl—and 4.3 per cent for waste water.
will be frozen for the next three years, does the PremieKey strategies that have improved the profits in that time
support parents paying a goods and services tax on schagklude, obviously, the Adelaide water contract, improved
fees to purchase services and materials not provided by thfsbt management, exploitation of new revenue sources and,
State Government? In 1996 parents paid $18 million ings | indicated previously, business efficiencies.
school fees and, in some schools, these contributed to over pembers interjecting:

half the day-to-day costs of running a school. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, internationally. They

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: When the Commonwealth are very stark figures: under the previous Government a
Government is in a position to detail any reformed taxg47 million loss to the taxpayer, while under this Government
package to the States, we will look at the proposal ang $174 million profit. It is a very stark contrast.
comment on it at that stage.

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION
SA WATER
) o Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Govern-  guestion is directed to the Minister for Human Services. In
ment Enterprises advise the House of the progress of Sfght of the Premier’s answer to a previous question, can the
Water in terms of financial viability? Minister tell the House if he was advised as Premier of the

Mr Foley: How could it not make a profit? then Minister for Infrastructure’s plan to sell 50 per cent of

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for ETSA’s transmission assets and when? On 24 April 1996, the
Colton for his question, and | observe that the member fothen Premier told the media he was unaware of the plans we
Hart, when interjecting before | rose, said, ‘How could it notnow know to be then Minister Olsen’s for ETSA privatisation
make a profit?” | will come back to that interjection later in which the then Minister personally outlined in December
my answer because, under the Labor Party, it did not makeggs.

a profit. So, it is surprising what comes out of the mouth of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think under Standing
babes! The Government is committed to the financiabDrders | am not required to answer this, but | am only too
viability of this State and, indeed, the ETSA and Optima salehappy to answer. | think | made myself very plain indeed in
is part of our determination to ensure the financial viability.Apm 1996.

The reform of the Government water utility is another = The Hon. M.D. Rann: Dobbed him in!

example of this. When we came into Government in 1993, we - \vembers interjecting:

inherited an EWS Department which delivered a loss of The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
$47 million in its last full financial year under the then Labor

Government, that is, in 1992-93. | repeat: it delivered— SCHOOLS, CHARTER

Mr Foley interjecting:

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Hart Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Does the Minister for
disputes that, which is fascinating because, factually, it i€ducation and Children’s Services intend to establish charter
true. However, at some stage | would like to hear from himschools in South Australia whereby schools become autono-
a full justification as to why he does dispute that, becauseous with the principal becoming the chief executive, the
would be delighted to have a debate with him about itschool council becoming the board and both getting a free
Factually, in its last full financial year, the EWS Departmenthand to spend taxpayers’ money as they wish?
under the ALP Government gave to the State—in other The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | thank the honourable
words, the taxpayers of South Australia—a $47 million lossmember for Flinders for her question. She is a member who
despite the member for Hart's interjection, ‘How could it notis deeply committed to her schooling fraternity on the West
make money?’ That is taxpayers’ money, and taxpayers hadoast. | say that having spent about a week in that area about
to make up that loss every year. three or four weeks ago and having visited approximately 13

In 1995 the Government corporatised the EWS and, lateschools. The plain answer to the question is, ‘No, we are not
the outsourcing contract to United Water occurred. Since thaboking at developing autonomous charter schools in South
time a series of country water filtration projects have beemustralia.’
contracted to Riverland Water and, indeed, SA Water has Salisbury High School and Salisbury East High School are
undertaken a number of internal efficiencies. What has all thisvo that have been calling for me to develop a charter school
meant to the bottom line—in other words, to the taxpayers ofoncept and for them to undergo a program of administering
South Australia? What have the changes that have been mageir own budget, including staffing and curriculum. | have
meant to the taxpayer? | repeat: in the last full year of a Labosaid in the press and | have told the union as well that | will
Government, the EWS made a loss of $47 million comparedot release curriculum across South Australia because |
with a pre-tax profit target of $174 million for the 1998-99 believe there has to be equity in curriculum right across the
year. The return on assets improved from 1.35 per cent on &tate in all schools. | have also said that | will not release
asset base of $5.1 billion— teacher placement in all Government schools across South

Mr Clarke interjecting: Australia because, again, | believe there must be equity so
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that both large and small schools can have access to the bestjuired to do. Itis one that | support and is being welcomed
teachers in our system. Those two points are well known. by schools in South Australia.

There is, though, a great deal of interest in local manage-
ment within schools. Let me give an idea of some of the
savings that can actually be made. Reynella Primary School
has undertaken a procedure to save on the energy costs of the
school.

Mr Brokenshire: A good school. GRIEVANCE DEBATE

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: It is. They are making sure ) . -
that all electrical items, lights and so on within the school are, -{?ﬁ S:EAKERi Order! The question before the Chair is
switched off when teachers or students leave the room. &t € HOUSE Note grievances.

Mr Foley: That is handy. M i ;
. . . s THOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to advise the House
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Wait forit. The memberfor o4t an excellent inter-sectoral project in Noarlunga, the
Hart jests about this. Just wait until he hears the figures. TheNoarIunga Towards a Safe Community project and, in
have also made sure that the maximum amount of light %articular before they leave the Chamber, | draw 'the

being generated into the classrooms. By doing just a feWention of the Ministers for Human Services, Government
things such as turning off heaters, air conditioners and alkpterprises, and Education, Children’s Services and Training
sorts of things, that school is saving 52 per cent on its energy, g pmissions for funding that they are about to receive for
bill. Thatis an excellent result and one that can be replicatedy, o tstanding cooperative program to improve the health of
right across the State when principals and school councils, ng people and workers in small business in the southern
decide to put their mind— areas. The Noarlunga Towards a Safe Community project
An honourable member interjecting: started in 1990. It was based on funding that was received in
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: —and teachers, you are 1987 from the Commonwealth Government to examine

right—towards saving money within their schools. But it goeshealth issues in the then City of Noarlunga. The program was
further than that, because some schools have taken on thgsed on cooperation between—

matter of minor maintenance works within their area. Iwas  pMembers interjecting:

at a school in the South-East a few weeks ago— The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much audible
Mr Foley: Salt Creek? conversation in the Chamber. Members will please either
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: No, it was not Salt Creek: it |eave the Chamber or remain seated.
was Naracoorte South. They took on a project to redevelop Ms THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The program
the resource area and to develop an IT centre. They found th@is based on cooperation between Commonwealth and State
the quotes coming in through Services SA were rather highgovernments and local government, together with various
so they asked the local tradespeople, ‘For how much can yasbmmunity organisations, including business networks. It
do this job?’ In the end they saved about 30 per cent on th@orked at a grassroots level to identify hazards within the
costs. community, involving community members in undertaking
Mr Foley: Child labour. surveys of the injury and health issues in the area. Injury
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: No, it was done by the came out as the major concern over health issues, and often
tradespeople of the town. It generated work within thethat was as a result of the nature of the workplaces, their
community and saved the school 30 per cent of the cost dieing small and often sole traders, run by small business
that project. | find, as | move around, that there is an increassperators who do not necessarily have access to information
ing ground swell of people—school council members,about occupational health and safety practices.
principals and teachers—saying, ‘We would like more But that is not the only area in which the Noarlunga
flexibility in our budget and we would like better control over Towards a Safe Community program was working. It also
what we are doing within our schools.’ worked with children in schools to identify hazards within
The previous Minister allocated some $19.5 million intheir local community and to show the children how to have
flexible initiatives funding for schools. It was very well some of these hazards fixed. In this respect | must commend
received by all teachers and all schools, and as | move arourwbth Mary Morris, the program coordinator, and the City of
| find that they still talk about it. In addition, with respect to Onkaparinga: they responded in an excellent manner to
the $10.6 million computer plus scheme that | announcedentification of the hazards when the children raised them
earlier this year, $5 million of that was in flexible funding: with local government officials.
schools could make their own decisions on how they spent An honourable member interjecting:
that money. As | move around various schools, | find that Ms THOMPSON: They did not turn out the lights but
they are welcoming this initiative. They are welcoming theirthey did work out where lights were required. They moved
being able to have more control over their budget outside theut into the community around the schools to identify some
department. of the safety issues in the area. Recently, the Minister for
In my discussions with the union following the budget theHuman Services and the Minister for Education, Children’s
other night, | indicated to Ms Janet Giles that within the nexiServices and Training participated in the launch of the web
three to four weeks | will be setting up a working party whichsite for one of the programs. That related to vocational
will involve union representatives as well as principals andeducation and training in rural industries. It was a highly
parent organisations and which will look at what we shouldsuccessful program and a highly successful event at the
be doing in local management: it will come up with someWillunga High School wherein the Minister for Human
advice for me regarding the sorts of issues we should b8ervices noted that it was the first time both he and another
looking at. It goes reasonably broadly, because there are legdinister had been upstaged by a 15 year old schoolgirl. It is
implications in terms of school councils and what they arevorth noting that this schoolgirl had been involved in the
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project on safety in rural industries and had run a number afystems, as is the unique natural environment of the basin.
programs, the catering and the rural safety project wittiThe Government is totally committed to ensuring that the
outstanding success; yet, before she was involved in thigrovisions of the ‘heads of agreement’ are worked through
program, she had been a student at risk. So, the achieveméaot develop a legislatively-based catchment management
of excellent performance by finding the right vehicle for regime to ensure the long-term future of the Lake Eyre Basin.
students is something that | can only commend. All members, including the member for Kaurna, would be
The current initiative for which we seek funding is the pleased with the progress being made. | understand that the
Safe and Healthy Workplace in the South proposal which isnost recent development was a meeting held in Canberra on
designed to work with small businesses to identify hazard$uesday 19 May 1998 at which substantial agreement was
in their area, to develop relevant training programs andeached on a discussion paper for further community
checklists and, particularly, to work with them to provide aconsultation which recognises the importance of community
healthy environment for 1 000 students per year througinput and the development of a formal agreement for
Partnership 2000 to participate in workplace educatiormanagement of the catchment area.
programs. The risk to young workers is absolutely phenom- The Government has also taken a strong stand for South
enal, with workers in their first 12 months on the job Australia in relation to the Queensland Government's
accounting for 30 per cent of all work injuries and youngrecently released draft water management plan for Cooper
people aged between 15 and 24 years having a 75 per cédteek. | asked about this matter and was informed that the
greater risk of being injured than workers from all other ageMinister has personally written to both the Queensland
groups. The need to provide a secure and safe environmekdtinister for Natural Resources, the Hon. Lawrence Spring-
and relevant education for both the students and the employorg, and the Federal Environment Minister, Senator Hill,
ers is critical to the success of vocational education programexpressing in the strongest possible terms South Australia’s
on which we in the south place a great deal of emphasis. concerns about any increase in diversions from the Cooper
and Diamantina Rivers. The draft Queensland plan proposes
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | refer to the most  a 20 per cent increase in storage capacity and water harvest-
important issue facing South Australia in the next millen-ing at certain times and under specific conditions, which
nium: water. The future of the Lake Eyre Basin is of import-gives us a real basis for concern about the impact of such
ance to South Australia, so | was, at first, pleased that theiversions on the internationally significant wetlands of our
member for Kaurna had suddenly decided to take an intereSkate’s far north-east.
in the issue during yesterday’s Grievance Debate. Members Furthermore, | am certain that our Government will be
would be aware that the Queensland Government recentybmitting a detailed response to the draft plan that will
released a draft water management plan for Cooper Cregfrongly put the case for South Australia. We will continue
which, if adopted, would be of great concern to Southto work with the local community and the Queensland and
Australia. So, it was with interest that | listened to theFederal Governments for the establishment of an environ-
comments of the Opposition spokesman in the hope thatrhentally responsible catchment management plan for the
would hear some positive words of support for the decisiveyrea. | hope that the member for Kaurna will cooperate and

manner in which the Government has been working for theupport us in putting the interests of the State ahead of Party
development of a formal agreement for the management gfolitics.

the catchments of Cooper Creek and the Diamantina River,
which flow between Queensland and South Australia. Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | refer to the Premier’s
Alas, we all were disappointed. The member for Kaurna’ssomments this afternoon in reply to a question about alleged
contribution sounded very much like a Party-political speechhreats of industrial action by the electrical trades union (and
on behalf of the Queensland Opposition. If the member fot have forgotten its present name, but that is the name of the
Kaurna really wants to escape factional ALP squabbles imnion as | knew it—the ETU). | heard the radio interview
South Australia to campaign for Queensland Labor, perhapsith Mr Donnelly on the ABC this morning: | believe that he
he should take leave of absence. In any event, he is a bit late the President of the ETU. Unless you have a malicious
for the party on this environmental issue: it was brought tanind, there is no way whatsoever that you could construe
the attention of the South Australian public by the Ministerwhat Mr Donnelly said as a threat to turn the taps off, so to
for Environment and Heritage more than a fortnight ago. Hispeak, with respect to the power supply to this State. Indeed,
jumping on the bandwagon at that late stage after the Ministévir Donnelly was at some pains in his explanation on the
had already announced the action being taken by the Goverradio to point out that there was no such threat at this
ment simply confirms that our Government is well ahead ofuncture, that he hoped there never would be but that his
the Opposition on these issues. members and his union were getting heartily fed up with
As members would be aware, a ‘heads of agreement’ foMinisters and the Government generally not addressing the
the Lake Eyre Basin was signed by South Australianissues of real concern to their members who are employees
Queensland and Commonwealth Ministers in May 1997. Thef ETSA and Optima Energy and who are subject to this
‘heads of agreement’ is a statement of good faith to proceegroposed sale process being put in place by the Government.
towards developing a formal agreement for the management | reiterate again that the Premier seems to be very loose
of the Cooper Creek and Diamantina River catchments. Thiwith the truth when it suits him on issues such as this and,
was in response to an earlier proposal for a large-scale cottdrasically, has sought to traduce the motives of members of
irrigation development on the Cooper. Support for thethe ETU and that organisation generally with respect to their
agreement has since come from stakeholders through the Eygencerns for the continued supply of power to the citizens of
Basin catchment management steering group. South Australia. That point was made very forcibly by
The pastoral and tourism industries, two very importaniMr Donnelly in that radio interview this morning.
industries for South Australia, are critically dependent on The other point arising from the answer that the Premier
assured flows through the Cooper and Diamantina Rivegave during Question Time today relates to his assurance that
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the Government would be able to ensure job security for thbappy, but to get 400 is very good, especially when Burra is
employees of ETSA and Optima Energy post the sale of thoseoted for being pretty cold.
two entities. Of course, the Premier cannot give such a Mr Clarke: And they weren't all against the police either.
guarantee. The Premier would be able to make such an The Hon. G.M. GUNN: A significant number of people
assurance only if the legislation provided that any purchasesxpressed concerns. | suggest to the honourable member—
of those businesses would at law be mandated to retain the Mr Clarke interjecting:
number of staff that ETSA and Optima Energy have as atthe The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will
point of sale and that those persons have employment igontain himself.
perpetuity or until such time as they resign, die or retire inthe  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | could make a number of
normal course of events. comments and use this place to be critical of those two
Of course, he will not bring in any such legislation officers, but | will not do that out of respect generally for the
because for him to do so would be to invite any prospectivéolice Force. George Kaiser is well known throughout the
purchaser seriously to cut back on the price they would b@olice Force and the communities in which he has served. He
prepared to pay for the purchase of those assets. No namas at Streaky Bay, so | have some knowledge of George
owner, particularly in the private sector, would want to beKaiser.
encumbered with respect to the size and composition of their Mr Clarke: He knows you.
work force. They would not do that, and they would not put  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am sure he does. If the
up their hand to buy a Government entity that had such &onourable member wants me to, | could tell some interesting
requirement placed on it. stories, but | will not use this place to do that. The way in
The Premier and every member of his Cabinet as well aghich they treated Constable Disher leaves a fair bit to be
every member of this Parliament and every employee oflesired. Just have a look at the increase in the on-the-spot
ETSA and Optima Energy know that to be a fact. It does thdines that have been issued in that area. | put a Question on
Premier and this Government no good at all to lie to thoséotice—
employees by giving them such hollow assurances. It Mr Clarke interjecting:
engenders further fears of insecurity and antagonism towards The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Have a look at that increase. In
the Government as their employer and, generally speaking.democracy, if citizens cannot question public policy if they
it makes the overall situation far more stressful for thoseare concerned about the manner in which the police are
employees. The Premier should at least have the guts to sagministering their area, then we have reached a very poor
to those employees that, once ETSA and Optima are sold arfiate of affairs. The law was never meant to be enforced in
they are handed over, itis the new employer’s business whatharsh or unreasonable manner. It is not the role of the police
it does with them. to be petty or narrow-minded with respect to these sorts of
Likewise, the Government should say that it can guarantegsues.
wages and working conditions only up to the point of sale, | could give chapter and verse of some of these cases,
that after that it is between the employees and their newecause | know the whole story. | am not just a newcomer to
owner. As we have seen with the sale of other GovernmerBurra: | have known Burra for many years. How many
enterprises, the wages and working conditions of thoseomplaints have been made against previous police officers
employees have been reduced. One only needs to look at theBurra? The answer is: ‘None'. | knew the previous sergeant
Serco bus drivers to see that when that area of publiand other officers who have served there. They did their job
transport was privatised compared with the situation undewell, and there have never been any complaints like these. |
TransAdelaide those employees suffered a massive waggit it to the honourable member that if there was no problem

reduction. why did these officers have to be sent for extra training. Why
) did they have to be brought up to the mark?
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Yesterday, in the | will not go further into that matter because | do not want

grievance debate, the member for Ross Smith decided to gi¥g use this place for that purpose, but | could easily do so,
his version of some events which have occurred at Oodngyecause | have details of all the cases. | have a very thick file,
datta and Burra. | was particularly interested to read what hgyt | will not bother. I think | have said enough. This is a

had to say. | do not intend to discuss the issues Surroundi%nsense put forward by the honourable member’s malcon-
Oodnadatta: | am well aware of those matters and | know thgant mate to try to attack one individual. | was asked—

officer in question and have had many discussions with him. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time

In relation to Burra, the honourable member has obviouslyas expired.
been provided with information by his malcontent mate from
Spalding which is inaccurate and quite distasteful. The MrHANNA (Mitchell): | rise to relate a story that is
honourable gentleman set out to cast aspersions on the abiliggntained in a letter to me from one of my constituents. It
of that community to express a point of view about theirraises an issue of general concern, because one of the
concerns. The interesting thing is that the honourable membeubstantial reasons for dissatisfaction and cynicism in our
mentioned two police officers but conveniently did notsociety is the prevalence of the profit motive and so-called
mention Constable Disher. There are three police officers affficiency over human contact in the context of our Govern-
Burra, but he never mentioned Constable Disher. | wondement agencies and commercial enterprises in their dealings
why. It is most convenient. He took it upon himself to castwith citizens. My constituent’s letter, which refers to an
aspersions on one individual at Burra. electronic banking system offered by Bank SA, states:

The Police Department called a meeting which 400 people Some weeks ago, | arranged with Bank SA to use their electronic
attended. The honourable member would have had sonf@nking system by registering a code word which would allow

} . . - pecified bills to be paid from my pensioner savings account by
experience of calling public meetings for the purpose Offelephone. | tried the system out for the first time yesterday. | had

extolling the great virtues of one political point of view, and two bills to pay and rang 132646 and received the usual recorded
he would know that if you get 50 or 60 people you are reallymenus. | worked my way through the system [etc., etc.].
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The letter continues: contribution to society and they injure themselves, the usual
The system accepted this payment (to Boral Energy) but wheseven days is paid by the employer as required, but beyond
| proceeded with the second transaction the computer informed m@at point, if the employer will not pay them, that is bad luck,

that | had insufficient funds. Knowing this to be incorrect, | was
diverted to an operator who investigated the matter for me. Thélnd the people concerned have to apply and go through all the

operator said that because | selected ‘cheque account’, the compufB€ans testing arrangements which are based on historical
had deducted the money from my brother-in-law’s savings chequéata (disregarding the time the employee is lying in the
account to which | am a signatory. (He arranged for me to be &ospital bed) to get the pension.

signatory several years ago when he went overseas. | have not . . - .

accessed the account since.) | expressed immense surprise to thel think that is a grave deficiency in the law and a gross
operator and asked her to reverse the process, and | would pay babuse of ordinary citizens’ rights, given that under equal

accounts at the post office—which | did. opportunity legislation they ought to receive whatever they

Twenty-four hours later, | received a phone call from the sameyre entitled to get, regardless of their age.
operator who told me that the bank was unable to reverse the process.
So my first account has been paid twice, and my brother-in-law’s Mr Hanna: Hear, hear!
account has been wrongfully debited. | agreed for the debit to be N LEWIS: In consequence of that—and | am pleased
transferred from my account to square off with him, and the ban h h f b . il .
advised me to seek a refund from Boral Energy. (Boral Energy© Nave the support of members opposite—I will continue to
declines to do so, claiming the bank must correct its own errors!) Th#vork for those people so employed to be covered, as would
incident raises serious questions about the security of the B-Pdye the fair, sensible and proper thing to do; or, if for some

system. reason or other it will break the bank at WorkCover—and |

I suspect that this is not an isolated example and that it igannot imagine how or why—at least require the employer

common among financial institutions. not to make any contribution to WorkCover but take out
Mr Lewis interjecting: personal accident insurance with another insurer. At present

Mr HANNA: | have heard of other examples, and indeedt is a fraud. That is exactly what it is: you cannot get the
the member for Hammond concurs with me. Obviously thecover you are paying for when you meet the compulsory cost
honourable member has heard from his constituents as welif the premium. Either we change the law to make it possible
The problem is that more and more people are confrontintp take private insurance with another insurer or WorkCover
this problem when told by their financial institutions, otherpays those people, who after the age of 65 continue working
corporate entities, or even Government agencies, to gand have the misadventure to injure themselves.

through a series of prerecorded menus on the telephone, and The next matter | raise concerns the unhappy demise of
an increasing number of people are becoming very angry afving Health and some of the programs in which it was
the lack of personal service they receive. | raise this as mvolved. Previously, Living Health sponsored programs
general matter of concern. At this stage it is very hard, indrawing people’s attention to conduct that was likely to cause
general terms, to see what can be done about it. Perhaps {h6or health, for example, going out in bright sunshine without
ultimate answer will be that citizens will simply shy away appropriate cover. We all know, for instance, about the ‘Slip,
from those institutions offering only that kind of impersonal sjop, slap’ program. Now that Living Health has gone onto
service. the history books, | am concerned that people who suffer
However, in the meantime, people such as the constituemntost from skin cancer will not get the message as strongly
who wrote to me, feel that they are absolutely powerless ias they would otherwise. | am supporting the Skin Cancer
the face of an anonymous, impersonal, prerecorded messagesearch Foundation, anyway, having contributed hundreds
which seems to be the only convenient avenue they have tf dollars a year for several years (and having signed a
access their bank accounts, pay accounts or make queriesdheque today for $300 for the Browns Well Area School).
respect of accounts. | know that this happens with Govern- g ra| workers and rural people have an inordinately
ment agencies as well, and the Department of Social Securimgher_and it is not just two, three, four or five times: it is
(now called Centrelink for some unknown reason) is as mucBgmething like 18 to 20 times—incidence of skin cancer, and
a guilty culprit as BankSA in the example which | have g petter education program needs to be mounted. Whether or
brought to the attention of the House. | raise the matter as ongyt the funds will be available from some other quarter |
of general public concern and I implore all corporate entiti€$.anot determine. One thing is for sure, however: | will
and Government agencies concerned to rethink how they caiyentyally have the opportunity to ask the Minister how we
better serve their customers. The supposedly cost-effectivgy agdress that matter. In the meantime, though, | do not see
efficient way is not necessarily the best way, and | believe ihqy it is fair for ordinary citizens such as I to contribute to
is part of the rot in our society today. these programs unless the Government provides some funds
(as it used to provide through that program) to try to educate

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | address a couple of matters eqpe against the stupidity of their conduct and the risks they
today, the first what | consider to be the iniquitous conduct,ye by exposing their bodies to open air and sunlight.
of WorkCover. In this instance it demands, indeed requires

in law, that if you are employing someone over the age of 65
you must pay WorkCover premiums on the wages you pay
to them, regardless of whether it is casual seasonal work or
permanent full-time work. However, in the event that the
employees concerned have the unfortunate misadventure to
injure themselves, the usual conditions apply when the = ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

employer seeks to recover the medical expenses. But, wait for

it, when it comes to paying them what they have lostin the The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:
way of wages in consequence, they get nothing. So that, if That the committee have leave to sit during the sitting of the
they were employed beyond the age of 65 because of thefitouse today.

skill as full-time employees wishing to continue making a Motion carried.
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ESTIMATES COMMITTEES Clause 3: Amendment of s. 10—Deductions for grain
In general terms, section 10 of thi¢heat Marketing Act 198@he

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move: principal Act) currently provides that a purchaser of wheat under the

AR : : tial contract for the sale of the wheat must make a deduction from
That a message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting th -
the Treasurer (Hon. R.I. Lucas), the Attorney-General (Hon. K_T%%Ie amount payable to the seller under the contract to be paid by the

- L\ p haser to the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources
Griffin), the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning (Hon. D.V. purchas P ;
Laidla\)/v) and the Minister fgr Disability Services g(JI—(|on. R.D. and Rheglonal IID_eveIgpment.(;l'he Minister then gays t|he mohney to”the
Lawson), members of the Legislative Council, be permitted to atten out AUS”‘; |a'\r/1|_ _ralnbln ustry Trust FUE ; rt]m esﬁs tde serer
and give evidence before the Estimates Committees of the House icates to the Minister by notice In writing that the seflér does not
nsent to the making of such a payment, in which case, the money

Assembly on the Appropriation Bill is refunded to the seller. The money is used for the benefit and

Motion carried. advancement of the grain industry in South Australia in accordance
with the terms of the trust deed made for the purposes of establishing

WHEAT MARKETING (GRAIN DEDUCTIONS) and controlling the application of the Fund. The amount of the
AMENDMENT BILL deduction for wheat of a season is decided by the Minister on the

advice of a committee of 3 persons (appointed by the Minister after

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Minister for Primary Indust- consultation with the Grain Section of the South Australian Farmers

. . Federation Inc (SAFF)).
ries, Natural Resources and Regional Development) The amendments proposed by this clause achieve a dual purpose.
obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Actto amend the The first is that deductions to be paid to the South Australian

Wheat Marketing Act 1989 and to make a related amendmeiérain Industry Trust Fund for grain research purposes may be made

; : : from the sale of any grain (not just wheat) sold by a seller under the

to the Barley Marketing A_Ct 1993.-Read afirst time. initial contract for the sale of the grain. Grain includes wheat, barley,

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | move: ) triticale, maize, grain sorghum, soybeans, safflower seed, sunflower

That this Bill be now read a second time. seed, linseed, oats, rye, rapeseed, rice, field peas, lupins, millet,
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertgg?grtygﬁe(% ggaén_éegugﬁg?,th%ulsfsé_ g:lnzlg 223 _ﬁottrt&r;]séeaetd (see
; ; PR initi grain in s. inci i
in Hansardwithout my reading it. Marketing Act 1984Cth)).

Leave granted. The second is that a further deduction from the amount payable

The purpose of this Bill is to provide for deductions from the saleyg g seller of grain under the initial contract for the sale of the grain
of all grain crops in South Australia, and the application of thoses 1o be made. This deduction is to be paid by the Minister to the
deductions to uses for the benefit of the South Australian graigrain Section of SAFF. As with the research deduction, this payment
industry. . . may not be made by the Minister if the seller of the grain notifies the

Specifically, there are two deductions involved. _ _ Minister that he or She does not wish it to be made. In that case, the

The first is a research levy for the South Australian Grainpinister must remit the amount of the deduction to the seller.
Industry TruSt Fund Created by the estabhshment, n 1991, Of atrust The amount per tonne Of grain in respect Of each Of the deduc_

deed between the then Minister for Agriculture and the then Unitegjons will be fixed by the Minister on the advice of the committee (as
Farmers’ and Stock Owners (now South Australian Farmergjiscussed above).

Federation). - _ Purchaser is defined, for the purposes of this section, to include
The second is a levy to support the activities of the Graingne Australian Barley Board.
Council of the South Australian Farmers Federation. Clause 4: Amendment of Barley Marketing Act 1993
While the research levy has been in place for seven years, thehis clause repeals section 40 of tBarley Marketing Act 1993
Grains Council levy is newly established by this Bill. . Section 40 is substantially the same as current section Whefat
Since the establishment of the research levy in 1991, deductiongarketing Act 1989%xcept that it provides for deductions for
have been made from the sale of wheat and barley. In more recepisearch purposes to be made from the sale of barley to the
years, market demand has provided an opportunity for the Southysralian Barley Board (the usual purchaser of barley). Itis, as a

Australia grain industry to achieve rapid expansion in production okonsequence of the amendments proposed tavieat Marketing
additional crops, most notably oilseeds and pulses. With the Staigct 1989 otiose.

producing a wider range of grain crops, a broader funding base is

necessary for supporting crop research and other industry activities.
This Bill expands the definition of crops on which deductions can

be made to support grain research and the activities of the Grains

Council of the South Australian Farmers Federation. Grain is defined POLICE BILL

in this Bill according to the comprehensive definition used in the

CommonwealttwWheat Marketing A¢tvhich includes the full range The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Police, Correc-

of cereal crops, oilseed crops, and pulse crops. i i i i
In the case of both levies, the money collected is paid to th tional Services and Emergency Servicegbtained leave

Minister who then pays the money collected under the research Ie\%'/nd in_tmduced a Bill for an Act to make provisiorl for th,e
to the South Australian Grain Industry Trust Fund and the monegStablishment and management of South Australian Police;

collected under the Grains Council levy to the Grains Council. Theéo repeal the Police Act 1952; to make consequential
eXCEption to this is that, if the seller of the grain (that is a grainamendments to the Acts |nterpretation Act 1915 and the

grower) notifies the Minister in writing that the seller does notp_|: : .
consent to paying the levy, the money is refunded to the seller. Th olice Superannuation Act 1990; and for other purposes.

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.

participation in the deductions is, therefore, voluntary. ead a first time.

Up until now, the grain industry research levy has been collected The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | move:
under the authority of both thgarley Marketing Act 199and the That this Bill be now read a second time.
Wheat Marketing Act 1989

This Bill will provide for authority to collect the existing research l seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

levy and the Grains Council levy to be placed under Wkeat N Hansardwithout my reading it.

Marketing Act 1989In so doing, the section &arley Marketing Act Leave granted.

1993making provision for deductions for grains research willas a  The present legislation governing the South Australia Police is
consequence be repealed. Consolidating the authority for grairtee Police Act 1952. The structure of that legislation has remained
industry levy collection under a single Act will avoid duplication and basically untouched over the years. The legislation provides for a
ambiguities regarding the authority under which the levies areigid management system, it does not reflect human resource
collected and it will ensure that both levies apply to all grain cropsmanagement needs or indeed even reflect the changes in the work

| commend the Bill to honourable members. of the police over the years.

Explanation of Clauses This Bill makes significant changes in the management of South
Clause 1: Short title Australia Police, changes which are long overdue and which will
Clause 2: Commencement give South Australia Police a modern management structure which

These clauses are formal. establishes a basis for performance management. The Bill provides
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a flexible management system for the deployment and use of alhan actually interfering in what are management issues within the
members of South Australia Police. It introduces a professionalesponsibility of the Commissioner.

conduct and disciplinary system to streamline the processing of Clause 10 of the bill establishes a human resource management
misconduct issues to allow greater focus to be placed on thphilosophy as a basis for all actions concerning human resource
investigation and prosecution of serious conduct matters and streamanagement issues. The Commissioner must ensure that manage-
lines promotional appointments and appeals. ment practices are followed with respect to the matters enumerated

The Police Act 1952 and Police Regulations 1982 refer toh clause 10(1) and the personnel management practices enumerated
‘member of the police force’, ‘police force” and ‘force’. There has in clause 10(2) _ )
been a declining use of the word ‘force’ over recent years. Theword Recent amendments to the Police Act 1952 provided for the
‘force’ was appropriate when a police force was commissioned t@ppointment of Assistant Commissioners on contractual terms.
provide the main security force in the colony. A modern policeProvision is now made in clause 23 for the appointment of officers
organisation has little in common with military style police forces on term appointments. The clause also provides for the appointment
setup at the turn of the century. This has been recognised within thef persons who are not members of South Australia Police to the
South Australia Police for some time and the name South Australisank of senior constable or above on term appointments.
Police, or SAPOL, has been used without the word ‘force’. South  This provision will give the Commissioner flexibility to identify
Australia Police is used, for example, on the identification patchespecific positions which require the direction of specific resources
worn on police uniforms, internal manuals and police letterhead. Thito provide specific outcomes within given parameters.
change in the name is now recognised in the legislation. Where an existing member of South Australia Police is appointed

The changes in the concept of policing are also reflected in claus@ & term appointment to a position and the conditions of the
5 of the bill which sets out the purposes of South Australia Police@Ppointment do not otherwise provide, the person will, on not being
The purpose of the police is presently set out in regulation 7 and hg§appointed at the end of the term, be entitled to an appointment at
not been changed since 1982. The purposes set out in clause 5 reflf@ same rank the person held before being first appointed for a term
the changing roles and functions of police with particular emphasi€or & specific purpose to a specific position. _
on the services provided to the community. Under the existing Act and Regulations appointments of

Clauses 6, 7 and 8 deal with the control and management gommissioned officers are to a particular position. This is not a
South Australia Police. Clause 6 provides that the Commissioner i£ature of this bill and itis intended that promotion to a rank will be
responsible for the control and management of South Australi32S€d on the generic competencies identified as being common to

Police, subject to the directions of the Minister. Clause 7 provide§ pgrtlcurllar rahnk. A pr_omcr)]tlonbto a ng’IIC_L;!a(I’jDOSItlon V‘]’c'” only b'el'
that the Minister may not give directions to the Commissioner inMad€ W clan the pOS:ItIOI"I ?13 een identified as one ? a specialist
relation to the appointment, assignment, transfer, remuneratiofiature. Clause 47 allows the Commissioner to transfer a member

discipline or termination of a particular person. Clause 7 is similaf’ oM the member's current position to another position. Appoint-

to section 15 of the Public Sector Management Act 1995 whicl‘[?emfS to arankgls opposerc]i to apc_>_3|t|on,_t”ogetherW|th the ability thJ
provides a framework within which public servants are engaged anfj2nsfer @ member to another position, will promote organisationa
management occurs. Clause 8 provides that any directions tHgiciency by permitting the commissioner to move officers for
Minister gives to the Commissioner in relation to enforcement of a2/d2nisational efflc_lencX manag]ement Qeveéogment nee(?s andé‘antl
law or law enforcement methods, policies, priorities and resourcegl’"“pt'afg St.rlflttfg'egl- n;]em ﬁt aggrr]leve by a trgnsler pﬂ ler
must be published in the Gazette and laid before Parliament. ause 47 will be able to have his or her grievance dealt with in

- . - - . accordance with a process specified in general orders. otAer

These provisions differ from the existing provisions relating to yrovision which provides the Commissioner with flexibility in the
the control and management of the police force. Section 21 of thgeployment of members is clause 50 which removes the right to
Police Act 1952 provides that the Commissioner is subject tqeyjew the merit of appointees to positions above the rank of
directions of the Governor and all directions must be published ifnspector. This is not dissimilar from the Public Sector Management
the Gazette and laid before Parliament. Act 1995 provisions relating to executive level appointments.

Itis difficult to see why the Commissioner of Police should not  Clause 24 makes provision for the appointment of community
be responsible to the Minister for the management of the Soutbonstables. These are the same as what are called police aides under
Australia Police in the same way as Public Sector Chief Executivethe present Act. Clause 24(2) provides that the Commissioner of
are responsible to their Minsters for the management of theiPolice can give a community constable position and its occupant a
Departments. At the same time the obligation of the police to obetitle that reflects an area of limitation or other characteristic of the
their oath to uphold the law and their independent discretion tgosition.
investigate and prosecute breaches of the law must be recognised. The powers and responsibilities of community constables are set
However, as the 1970 Royal Commission Report on the Septembeit in Part 4, Division 2 of the Bill.

Moratorium Demonstration recognised there may be times where  The present Act and Regulations are very prescriptive in their
advice and direction on law enforcement are to be expected from t proach to disciplinary matters. What is needed today is an
Minister. The Royal Commission said that in such cases there shou proach which promotes professional standards being supported by
be no doubt WhateVer asto the ad_Vlce 0( direction tendered. It shou, | members of the organisation and which provides for diverse
therefore be in writing and tabled in Parliament. These amendmentgrategies to deal with people not upholding professional standards.
are in accordance with the recommendations of the Royal Mmisconduct and discipline is dealt with in Part 6 of the Bill.
Commission. Clause 37 provides for a Code of Conduct to be established by

The provisions in the present Act providing for the appointmentregulation. A two tiered disciplinary procedure is provided for. Major
of the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner and Assistant Commisnisconduct will be dealt with by the Police Disciplinary Tribunal
sioners have all recently been updated and are repeated in this Bidlstablished under the Police (Complaints and Disciplinary Proceed-
There is, however, one change in the appointment of Assistaritgs) Act 1985. Minor misconduct will be dealt through informal
Commissioners to which | draw honourable members’ attentioninquiry under clause 42. The standard of proof in an informal inquiry
Under the present provisions Assistant Commissioners are appointést determining that a breach of the Code has been made is proof on
by the Governor. Under clause 15 the appointments are made by thige balance of probabilities. A finding on an informal inquiry can be
Commissioner. This is in line with the appointments at a similarreviewed under clause 43. Action which may taken in relation to a
executive level under the Public Service Management Act. person as a result of a determination of an informal inquiry is set out

The involvement of the Governor in appointments under the Acin clause 42(3). S _
has been removed in other appointments as well. The Governor will  Criminal behaviour by members of S.A. Police will continue to
no longer appoint the police medical officers. Police Officers will nobe dealt with in the criminal justice system.
longer receive a Commission from the Governor either when they The Commissioner is given the power in Clause 41 to suspend
are first promoted to the rank of officer or each time they are promembers who are charged with an offence or a breach of the Code.
moted as they now do. This change requires that officers are nd/here a suspension is revoked, the member will be entitled to any
longer called commissioned officers but just officers. The abolitionremuneration and accrual of rights withheld during the period of
of commissions within the South Australia Police reflects thesuspension.
position in other jurisdictions in Australia. The current provisions  Clause 46 provides some flexibility for the Commissioner of
technically allow the Government to control these appointments buPolice to manage unsatisfactory performance by transferring a
the practice now (which has been the practice for many years) is tmember to a position of the same or a lower rank or by terminating
pass the recommendations of the Commissioner more as a formalitiye appointment of the member. No appointment can be terminated
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unless the member has been allowed a period of at least three monthg effective, responsive and efficient delivery of services and the
to improve his or her performance and a panel of persons has cofull utilisation of the abilities of all personnel. It also requires the
firmed that the processes and assessments made conformed to @@mmissioner to ensure, with respect to personal management, that
requirements of the provision and were reasonable in the circunpractices are followed under which (among other things) selection
stances. processes are based on merit, officers and employees are treated
The Police Appeal Board and the Promotions Review Board argairly and consistently and there is no unlawful discrimination.
replaced by a one person Police Review Tribunal comprising a Judge Clause 11: Orders
of the District Court. The Police Appeal Board hears appeals againdthis clause empowers the Commissioner to give general or special
the termination of the services of a member and the Promotiowrders concerning the control and management of S.A. Police, police
Review Board, as its name indicates, hears promotion appeals. Tigadets and police medical officers, including orders concerning
proposed single person Review Tribunal is intended to streamlinguties, appointment and promotions. These orders are not subordi-
the process and promote consistency in decisions. nate legislation and may be varied or revoked by the Commissioner.
This Bill is an important measure with which recognises the roleThe power of the Commissioner to give binding orders or directions
of the police in today's society, which will promote the effective is not restricted by this power to make general or special orders or
management of South Australia Police and will assist the Commisky the contents of any general or special orders.

sioner of Police in responding to the needs of the community. PART 3
In introducing the Bill now the Government does not intend to COMMISSIONER, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER AND
pre-empt the enterprise bargaining process which is in train at the ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS

moment. The purpose in tabling the Bill now is to give people time  Clause 12: Appointment of Commissioner of Police

to consider it while the Budget process is taking place. If there isthjs clause empowers the Governor to appoint a Commissioner of
agreement between the Police Association and the Commissiongygjice.

which suggests that changes to the Bill are needed then changes cancjause 13: Conditions of Commissioner’s appointment

be made. ) This clause provides that the conditions of appointment of the
Explanation of Clauses Commissioner are subject to a contract between the Commissioner
PART 1 and the Premier. That contract must provide, among other things, that
_ PRELIMINARY the Commissioner is appointed for a term not exceeding five years
Clause 1: Short title specified in the contract (and may be reappointed) and must meet
This clause is formal. performance standards as set from time to time by the Minister. The
Clause 2: Commencement Commissioner must be notified at least three months prior to the end
This clause provides for commencement of the measure on a day & his or her term whether he or she is to be reappointed. The reasons
be fixed by proclamation. for a decision not to reappoint must be laid before Parliament. The
Clause 3: Interpretation remuneration specified in the contract is a charge on the Consolidat-

This clause is an interpretation provision. Among other terms iied Account.

defines "minor misconduct” as a conduct of a kind agreed or Clause 14: Deputy Commissioner

determined to constitute minor misconduct, and set out in a noticghis clause empowers the Governor to appoint a Deputy Commis-
tabled before both Houses of Parliament, under section 3 of thgioner who is to exercise such of the powers, authorities, duties and

Police (Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985 functions of the Commissioner as the Commissioner may direct. If
PART 2 the Commissioner is absent from duty or if the office of Commis-
~ GENERAL sioner is vacant, the Deputy Commissioner may exercise the
Clause 4: Composition of police Commissioner’s powers, authorities, duties and functions.
This clause sets out the persons who constifaeth Australia Clause 15: Assistant Commissioners
Police (or S.A. Policg. ) This clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint Assistant
Clause 5: Purpose of police Commissioners. If the Deputy Commissioner is absent from duty or

This clause provides that the purpose of S.A. Police is to reassuig the Deputy Commissioner's office is vacant, the powers,
and protect the community in relation to crime and disorder by theauthorities, duties and functions of the Deputy Commissioner may

provision of services to— be exercised by an Assistant Commissioner nominated by the
- uphold the law; and Commissioner (or if that Assistant Commissioner is absent from
preserve the peace; and duty—by the most senior Assistant Commissioner on duty at the
prevent crime; and time).
assist the public in emergency situations; and Clause 16: Conditions of appointment of Deputy and Assistant
co-ordinate and manage responses to emergencies; and Commissioners
- regulate road use and prevent vehicle collisions. This clause provides that the conditions of appointment of the
Clause 6: Commissioner responsible for control and managemerideputy Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner are subject to
of police a contract between the Deputy or Assistant Commissioner and the

This clause provides that the Commissioner of Police is responsibléommissioner. That contract must provide, among other things, that
for the control and management of S.A. Police, subject to the othethe Deputy or Assistant Commissioner is appointed for a term not

provisions of the measure and any directions of the Minister. exceeding five years specified in the contract (and can be reappoint-
Clause 7: Exclusion of directions in relation to employment ofed) and that the Deputy or Assistant Commissioner is to meet
particular persons performance standards set by the Commissioner. A decision whether

No Ministerial direction is, however, to be given in relation to the to reappoint must be notified to the Deputy or Assistant Commis-
appointment, transfer, remuneration, discipline or termination of s&ioner not less than three months before the end of his or her term.

particular person. The contract may provide that an Assistant Commissioner is
Clause 8: Certain directions to Commissioner to be Gazetted anéntitled to another appointment in the police force at the end of his
laid before Parliament or her term if he or she is not reappointed as Assistant Commis-

This clause requires the Minister @azetteand table before both sioner. If an Assistant Commissioner is not reappointed and the
Houses of Parliament every direction given to the Commissioner igontract does not provide otherwise, he or she Is entitled to be
relation to enforcement of a law or law enforcement methodsappointed to a position in the police force of the same rank as he or
policies, priorities or resources. The direction mustGezetted she previously held (if any).

within eight days and tabled within six sitting days of the date of the  Clause 17: Termination of appointment of Commissioner or

direction. Deputy or Assistant Commissioner
Clause 9: Commissioner also responsible for control andThis clause empowers the Governor to terminate the appointment of
management of police cadets and police medical officers the Commissioner or the Deputy Commissioner and the Com-

This clause provides that the Commissioner of Police is alsanissioner to terminate the appointment of an Assistant Commission-
responsible for the control and management of police cadets aret and sets out the grounds on which such action may be taken.
police medical officers. Those grounds include misconduct and failing to carry out duties

Clause 10: General management aims and standards satisfactorily or to the performance standards specified in the
This clause sets out general management aims and standards of ScAntract of appointment. The reasons for a decision to terminate the
Police. It requires the Commissioner to ensure that managemeappointment of the Commissioner must be tabled in Parliament.
practices are followed that are directed towards, among other things, Clause 18: Resignation
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Under this clause, the Commissioner or the Deputy Commissionérhis clause provides that the conditions of employment of a
may resign by not less than three months notice in writing to theecommunity constable may be determined by the Commissioner.

Minister and an Assistant Commissioner may resign by not less than PART 5
three months notice in writing to the Commissioner (unless shorter POLICE CADETS AND POLICE MEDICAL OFFICERS
notice is accepted by the Minister or the Commissioner). Clause 33: Police Cadets

Clause 19: Delegation This clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint police cadets
This clause empowers the Commissioner to delegate in writing angnd provides that they are not members of S.A. Police
of his or her powers or functions. Clause 34: Suspension or termination of appointment of trainee

PART 4 constables
OTHER MEMBERS OF S.A. POLICE This clause empowers the Commissioner to suspend or terminate the
DIVISION 1—APPOINTMENT AND RESIGNATION services of a police cadet at his or her discretion.

Clause 20: Appointment of officers Clause 35: Resigning without leave _ _
This clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint commanderEhis clause makes it an offence for a police cadet to resign or
superintendents, inspectors and other officers of police. relinquish hls or_her dUtIe_S unless he or she has_ the written authority

Clause 21: Appointment of sergeants and constables of the Commissioner or gives 14 days notice or is incapacitated. The
This clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint sergeants aR@Ximum penalty is a fine of $1 250 or three months imprisonment.
constables. Clause 36: Police medical officers

Clause 22: Further division of ranks This clause empowers the Governor to appoint a legally qualified

This clause would enable the Governor to specify other police rank&1€dical practitioner to be a police medical officer on terms and
by regulation. conditions fixed by the Governor. The duties of a police medical

Clause 23: Term appointments for certain positions officer are as arranged between the Commissioner and the officer.

; - : - PART 6
An appointment of an officer or an appointment from outside S.A.
Police to a position of or above the rank of senior constable may!\/”SCONDUCT AND DIS%IEID_:EI\#ESOF POLICE AND POLICE

under this clause, be made for a term not exceeding five years and )
on such conditions as to remuneration or any other matter as the Clause 37: Code of conduct ) .
Commissioner considers appropriate. Alternatively, such arl NS clause empowers the Governor to make regulations establishing
appointment may be left to be governed by the provisions of thét Code of Conduct for the maintenance of professional standards by
measure. The conditions of appointment for a term will prevail ovefmémbers of S.A. Police and police cadets. The Code may make
inconsistent provisions of the measure relating to conditions oProvision concerning corrupt, improper or discreditable behaviour,
appointment. Provision is made for some other appointment in theonduct towards other police, standards of personal behaviour or
event of non-reappointment at the end of a term appointment in thé'ess, and use of official information, among other things.
same way as for Assistant Commissiorsee clause 16 Clause 38: Report and investigation of breach of Code

Clause 24: Appointment of community police This clause requires a member of S.A. Police or police cadet to

This clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint communit{ePOrt suspected breaches of the Code to the Commissioner. If the
police for the whole or any part of the State. The provision forCommissioner suspects that a breach of the Code has been com-
community police is in place of the provision under the current ActMitted, he or she may cause the matter to be investigated (subject to
for police aides (who will under transitional provisions contained in@7Y determination of the Police Complaints Authority under section
Schedule 2 continue as community constables). 23 of thePolice (Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act

Clause 25: Police oath or affirmation 1985

This clause requires members of S.A. Police to make an oath qr, .Clause 39: Charge for breach of Code
affirmation on appointment. Qlthls clause empowers the Commissioner to charge members of S.A.

Clause 26: Effect of appointment and oath or affirmation Police or police cadets with a breach of the Code (in accordance with

Under this clause a member of S.A. Police is, on appointment an rocedures prescribed by regulation). A person charged can admit
making an oath or affirmation, to be taken to have Féﬂtered into afyy deny the charge within the time and in the manner prescribed by

: : : gulation. If the charge is not admitted, it must be heard by the
ggﬁ?&%‘ég g?gilnP%.IQéPohce until he or she lawfully ceases olice Disciplinary Tribunal in accordance with tRelice (Com-

Clause 27: Probationary service plaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985

This clause provides that a person’s appointment to a position in S.Ay Clause 40: Orders for punishment following offence or charge

Police is initially to be on probation for a period (not exceeding two breach of Code i :
years) determined by the Commissioner. If an appointment to his clause empowers the Commissioner to order the punishment of

promotional position is brought to an end during a period of member of S.A. Police or police cadet for an offence against

h . h ustralian law or a breach of the Code. The punishments include
Big\?i%ttljosnrgﬂﬁ member of S.A. Police concerned reverts to his or heg,mination or suspension of the person's services or appointment,

Clause 28- Performance standards for officers ;ee(g\lijc(;rtilg/n in pay, transfer to another position and reduction in
This clause makes it a condition of appointment as an officer below ™ ~|5,se 41: Suspension where charge of offence or breach of
the rank of Assistant Commissioner to meet performance standarq)%cip”ne ’

set from time to time by the Commissioner. This clause empowers the Commissioner to suspend a member of the
Clause 29: Resigning without leave . police force or police cadet who is charged with an offence against
This clause makes it an offence for a member of S.A. Police (othefystralian law or a breach of the Code. The Commissioner can in
than the Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or an Assistaiiypropriate cases suspend the person on making a decision to charge
Commissioner) to resign or relinquish official duties unless he or shehe person but before the charge is laid. A suspension under this
gives 14 days notice or has the written authority of the Commission&f|ause must be revoked by the Commissioner if the person is found
oris physically or mentally incapacitated. The maximum penalty isyot guilty of the offence or breach, or the charge is dismissed or

afine of $1 250 or three months imprisonment. lapses or is withdrawn (if the person is not at that time charged with
TO COMMUNITY POLICE ~ Clause 42: Minor misconduct
Clause 30: Powers, responsibilities and immunities of communityrhis clause empowers the Commissioner to determine that a
police suspected breach of the Code involves only minor misconduct and

This clause provides that a community constable’s powers, reo refer the matter to a member of S.A. Police for an informal inquiry
sponsibilities and immunities as a member of S.A. Police force ar@s prescribed by the regulations. This power of the Commissioner

subject to any limitations imposed by the Commissioner. _is subject to the provisions of tielice (Complaints and Disciplin-
Clause 31: Suspension or termination of services of communitsiry Proceedings) Act 1985
police The member conducting the inquiry must cause to be determined,

This clause empowers the Commissioner to suspend or terminate tba the balance of probabilities, whether there was a breach of the
services of a community constable (but not, under this clause, faCode and, if there was, may determine what action should be taken
physical or mental disability or illness without first complying with for that breach. The accused member or cadet must be given the
the requirements of thRolice Superannuation Act 1990 opportunity to make submissions. A report must be made to the
Clause 32: Conditions of employment of community police  Commissioner on the result of the inquiry and any action to be taken
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and particulars of those matters must be given to the accused memiJéris clause establishes a right to apply to the Police Review Tribunal

or cadet. for a review of a decision to terminate a member’s services for
The most severe action that may be taken in relation to a breagphysical or mental disability or illness or for unsatisfactory

of the Code involving only minor misconduct is the transfer of theperformance or during a period of probation.

member to another position (without reduction in rank or seniority).  Clause 49: Determination of Application

A member may also be reprimanded, counselled, educated or trainethis clause empowers the Police Review Tribunal (which is
No information obtained in relation to the subject matter of theestablished under schedule 1) to quash and make recommendations

inquiry during the inquiry may be used in proceedings in respect oin relation to termination decisions.

a breach of the Code before the Police Disciplinary Tribunal (other DIVISION 2—PROMOTION REVIEWS
than proceedings for providing false information to obstruct the  Clause 50: Interpretation and application
inquiry). This clause contains a definition by virtue of which the Division will

Clause 43: Right to apply for review of informal inquiry, etc.  apply to promotions to every rank from senior constable up to and
This clause provides for the review of the results of an informalincluding inspector ("prescribed promotional positions”). The
inquiry. The original finding can be challenged on the ground thaDivision is not to apply in relation to transfers under the measure
the accused member or cadet did not commit the breach concernéfdm one position to another.
or there was a serious irregularity in the processes followed. The Clause 51: Processes for appointment or nomination for
original punishment ordered can be challenged on the ground thatescribed promotional positions
it was not warranted by the nature of the breach or in the circumThis clause requires the selection processes for appointments or
stances of the case. nomination to prescribed promotional positions to be made in

The person conducting the review can order a new inquiry (oaccordance with general orders.
order that the inquiry be recommenced from a particular stage), Clause 52: Right of review
affirm or quash any finding or determination reviewed or make arhis clause empowers unsuccessful applicants to apply to the Police
determination that should have been made in the firstinstance. Review Tribunal for review of a selection made for appointment or

A report must be given to the Commissioner and the accuseflomination to a prescribed promotional position. An applicant must

member or cadet. follow a grievance procedure established by general orders before
This right of review excludes a right of appeal underflodice  making an application for review.

(Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985 Clause 53: Grounds for application for review
Clause 44: Monitoring of informal inquiries, etc. This clause sets out the grounds on which a person may apply for a

This clause requires the Commissioner to cause all informal inquirieselection decision to be reviewed.

into minor misconduct to be monitored and reviewed with aviewto  The application must be made on the ground that the selected

maintaining proper and consistent practices. member is not eligible for appointment to the position, or that the
The Commissioner can intervene in particular cases to order selection processes were affected by nepotism or patronage or were

new inquiry (or the recommencement of the inquiry from a particularotherwise not based on merit, or that there was some other serious

stage) or to quash a finding. The Commissioner may also makeieregularity in the selection process. Application cannot be made

determination that no action or less severe action be taken in relationerely on the basis that the Tribunal should redetermine the

to the member or cadet concerned. respective merits of the applicant and the selected member.
PART 7 Clause 54: Determination of application
TERMINATION AND TRANSFER OF POLICE This clause empowers the Police Review Tribunal to quash the
Clause 45: Physical or mental disability or illness selection decision and order that the selection processes be recom-

This clause provides for the termination of the services of member@€nced from the beginning or some other specified stage. The
of S.A. Police (other than those appointed under Part 3) forl ibunal may do so ifitis satisfied that there has been some serious

incapacity due to physical or mental d|sab|||ty orillness. ”Tegulanty in the selection processes such that it would be unreason-

Clause 46: Unsatisfactory performance able for the decision to stand. . N .

This clause authorises the demotion or termination of the services Clause 55: Determination of question of eligibility for appoint-

of a member of S.A. Police (other than a member appointed undet = . s

Part 3) for unsatisfactory performance. Where a member is nothis clause makes it clear that for the purposes of this Division, a

performing his or her duties satisfactorily or to applicable per-Person is not eligible or appointment or nomination to a prescribed

formance standards and itis not practicable to transfer that memb@fomotional position if he or she does not have the qualifications

to another position of the same rank more suited to his or hegétermined by the Commissioner as essential to the position.

capabilities or qualifications, the Commissioner is empowered té’&terminations by the Commissioner as to the essential or desirable
transfer the member to a position of a lower rank more suited to th%ahf'_‘:@t!ons for a position are, for the purposes of reviews under

member’s capabilities or qualifications. If that is not practicable thenis Division, binding on the Police Review Tribunal.

Commissioner can terminate the services of the member. PART 9

These powers do not apply if the unsatisfactory performance is SPECIAL CONSTABLES
due to physical or mental disability or illness, or to the lack of _ Clause 56: Appointment of special constables _
necessary resources or training or other organisational factors beyoh#lis clause empowers the Commissioner to appoint special con-
the member’s control. stables for the whole or part of the State.

No action can be taken under this clause without the member Clause 57: Oath or affirmation by special constables ]
being given an opportunity to improve, and all processes followed his clause requires a special constable to make an oath or affir-
and assessments made have to be reviewed by an independent pafgltion on appointment.

Clause 47: Power to transfer Clause 58: Duties and powers of special constables
This clause empowers the Commissioner to transfer a member dihis clause provides that a special constable has such duties as are
S.A. Police to another position in S.A. Police without conductingimposed by the Commissioner and has the same powers, responsi-
selection processes. This power cannot be used to transfer a membéities and immunities as a member of S.A. Police subject to any
to a higher rank (except as authorised under the regulations). limitation specified in writing by the Commissioner.
cannot be used to transfer a member to a lower rank (except as Clause 59: Suspension or termination of appointment of special
authorised elsewhere in the Bill or under the regulations or where theonstables
member consents). A member aggrieved by a transfer from a positiofhis clause empowers the Commissioner to suspend or terminate the
can apply to have that grievance dealt with in accordance witlservices of a special constable.
general orders of the Commissioner, but not in a case where it was Clause 60: Allowances and equipment for special constables
a condition of the appointment or transfer to that position that theThis clause makes provision for the remuneration and equipment of
member would only remain there for a specified period and thagpecial constables.

period has elapsed. PART 10
PART 8 MISCELLANEOUS
REVIEW OF CERTAIN TERMINATION AND PROMOTION Clause 61: Protection from liability for members of S.A. Police
DECISIONS This clause provides civil immunity for members of S.A. Police in
DIVISION 1—TERMINATION REVIEWS the honest discharge of their duties.

Clause 48: Right of review Clause 62: Members subject to duty in or outside State
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This clause requires members of S.A. Police to perform duties at any SCHEDULE 2

place within or outside the State if so ordered by the Commissioner Repeal and Transitional Provisions

or some other member with the necessary authority. A member This schedule repeals theolice Act 1952and deals with
performing duties outside the State is required to obey orders and igansitional matters.

subject to the Code of Conduct in the same way as if he or she were SCHEDULE 3
within the State. ) Consequential Amendments
Clause 63: Divestment or suspension of powers This schedule makes consequential amendments té\tte

This clause provides that all powers and authorities vested in mterpretation Aciand thePolice Superannuation Act
person as a member of S.A. Police are divested if he or she ceases

to be amember. The same rule applies during a period of suspension pr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.
and, unless the Commissioner orders otherwise, during secondment

to a position outside S.A. Police.

Clause 64: Duty to deliver up equipment, etc. POLICE (COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY
This clause requires a person whose services or appointment have PROCEEDINGS) (MISCELLANEOUS)
been terminated or suspended to immediately deliver up all property AMENDMENT BILL

belonging to the Crown that was supplied to the person for official
purposes. The maximum penalty for failing to do soisa$2500fine  The Hon. I.E. EVANS (Minister for Police, Correc-

or six months imprisonment. . . . .
A justice can issue a warrant to search for and seize any suciPnal Services and Emergency Serviceg)btained leave

property. and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Police (Com-
Clause 65: False statements in applications for appointment plaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985. Read a first

This clause makes it an offence to make a false statement itime.

connection with an application for appointment under the measure. . .

The maximum penalty is a $2 500 fine or six months imprisonment. Tﬂe Hﬁ.n' ”|T EVANS: | move: .

Itis a defence to prove that the defendant believed on reasonable That this Bill be now read a second time. o

grounds that the statement was true. | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
If a person is appointed to S.A. Police or as a police cadet afteih Hansardwithout my reading it.

contravening this clause, the contravention can be dealt with as a | gqye granted.

breach of the Code (whether the person is prosecuted for the offence This Bill makes three amendments to Plice (Complaints and

or not). LT A
. . . . isciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985
Clause 66: Suspension or revocation of suspension under Act CQ - ; . . .
regulations The first amendment is to section 32@)i)(E). Section 32

This clause provides that any power of the Commissioner suspe
a person'’s services or appointment includes a power to do so wi
or without pay or with or without accrual of rights. The Commis- ¢

sioner can also determine if the period of suspension is to count axgegsment of the conduct of a member of the police force. Section

service. .32 lists alternatives against which the Authority is to make his

The clause empowers the Commissioner to revoke a suspensigisessment, Section 326)(1)(E) provides that the Authority must
atany time. If, during a period of suspension, the person resigns g

c Ny ey otify the Commissioner of his or her assessment of whether any

retires or is dismissed on disciplinary grounds, the person ceases{gnyct of a member of the police force “was otherwise, in all the

be entitled to remuneration or accrual of rights for the period of ;. umstances wrong”.

suspension or to count the period as service. The Police Association has long been concerned with the breadth
The clause gives the Commissioner an overriding power to ord

. . ; €ind uncertain meaning of this provision. The Association argues that
in any event that a person is entitled to all or part of any pay Ofi js impossible for a member of the police force to know what
accrual of rights withheld in consequence of a suspension or that g, quct might be encompassed by the provision.

period of suspension will count as service. The other alternatives listed in section 3Z€}ji) are expressed

d recommendation in relation to investigations by the internal
vestigation branch into a complaint about a member of the police
grce. The Authority is required to notify the Commissioner of his

%ovides for the Police Complaints Authority to make an assessment

Clause 67: Evidence of appointment in broad terms and it is difficult to see what conduct which was
This clause is an evidentiary provision. intended to be caught by (E) would not be caught under another
Clause 68: Execution of process alternative in the sub-section. In these circumstances there does not

This clause requires members of S.A. Police (and their assistants) §aem to be any reason to retain (E) and by deleting it uncertainty will
execute process for the recovery of fines and recognisances.  pe removed.

Clause 69: Allowances The next amendment is to section 39(3) of the Act. Section 39
This clause provides for the payment of allowances to members Qfhich deals with charges in respect of breaches of discipline by
S.A. Police and police cadets. _ olice. Section 39(3) requires the Police Disciplinary Tribunal to be

Clause 70: Impersonating police and unlawful possession Ogatisﬁed beyond reasonable doubt that a member has committed a
police property . . . breach of discipline before finding a charge proven. The amendment
This clause makes it an offence to impersonate police (of anghanges the test from proof beyond reasonable doubt to proof on the
country) or a police cadet without lawful excuse. The maximumhalance of probabilities. Proof on the balance of probabilities is the
penalty is a fine of $2 500 or six months imprisonment. This offenceysual standard of proof in disciplinary proceedings and is the
does not prevent the wearing of police uniform for the purposes otandard of proof in police disciplinary proceedings in all other
a theatrical performance or social entertainment. jurisdictions in Australia.

Itis also an offence to have possession of a police uniform or  The change in the burden of proof in police disciplinary pro-
official property without lawful excuse. The maximum penalty is a ceedings is necessary to ensure that the disciplinary process is not
fine of $2 500 or imprisonment for six months. thwarted because something cannot be proved beyond reasonable

Clause 71: Annual reports by Commissioner doubt. It is acknowledged that the outcome of disciplinary pro-
This clause requires the Commissioner to make an annual report teedings can be very serious for an officer but it is also a very
the Minister on S.A. Police and its operations. The report must bgerious matter for officers who should be disciplined, or even

laid before both Houses of Parliament. dismissed, to avoid any penalty because a matter cannot be proved
Clause 72: Regulations beyond reasonable doubt.
This is a regulation making power. The change in the burden of proof will mean that the Tribunal
SCHEDULE 1 will have to determine disciplinary charges having regard to the
Police Review Tribunal principles set out by the High Court Briginshaw v Briginshaw

This schedule establishes the Police Review Tribunal and makg4938) 60 C.L.R. 336. IBriginshawthe High Court said that a
provision as to its proceedings and powers. The constitution of th&ribunal, in determining the issues on the balance of probabilities,
Tribunal varies according to whether it is hearing a terminationmust determine whether the issues have been proved to the reason-
review or a promotion review. The Tribunal is to act according toable satisfaction of the Tribunal, bearing in mind the seriousness of
equity, good conscience and the substantial merits of the cagke allegations made, the inherent unlikelihood of an occurrence of
without regard to legal technicalities and forms and is not bound by given description, or the gravity of the consequences flowing from
the rules of evidence. a particular finding. Th8riginshawtest is a process to used within
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the civil standard of proof on the balance of probabilities. The more  This Bill is proposed to address situations that can arise where
serious the issue, the more demanding is the process by whigiersons are simultaneously subject to the juvenile and adult justice
reasonable satisfaction is attained. systems.

The third amendment is to section 4&@}) Section 48 deals with Under theYoung Offenders Act 1998 custodial sentence
the divulging of information obtained in the course of the investiga-generally involves detention in a training centre. The Act applies to
tion of a complaint. Section 48(4) provides that a ‘prescribed officer”youths'—persons aged 10 to 17 years (inclusive) at the time of the
is not prevented from divulging or communicating information in commission of an alleged offence. A person may be liable for
proceedings before a court. detention under the Act after he or she has turned 18 years of age for

This provision was amended in 1996 to provide that it must bedffences committed as a youth. o
in the interests of justice before the court can require the information  The first proposal in the Bill relates to a person who is liable to
to be divulged. This change was a result of defence counséletentioninatraining centre and is charged with an offence alleged
conducting ffishing expeditions’ in the hope of finding somethingto have been committed after the person has turned 18 years of age.
in Police Complaints Authority files that would discredit police In these circumstances, the Bill will allow the Court the discretion
witnesses in criminal trials. These “fishing expeditions” areto remand the person to a training centre rather than the adult remand
disruptive not only to the Authority and the police but also to thecentre. For example, the Court may consider this option to be appro-
trials of criminal matters when subpoenas are sought as a matter ggeiate having regard to the likelihood of a custodial sentence (if any)
to trial. for the adult offence not exceeding the remand period.

‘Fishing expeditions’ have not ceased and the provision is now \Where a person s liable to youth detention but is on remand in
further amended to require applicants to satisfy the court that theri@e adult system, the Bill provides for the Court to be able to review
are special reasons requiring the making of an order and the interedf¢ case and change the place of remand to a training centre. The
of justice cannot be adequately served except by making the ordefouth Court would also be able to review the case of a person re-
Where the information in the files is necessary to ensure that justic®anded to a training centre and transfer the person to the adult
is done the information will be made available to the defence bugystem in appropriate cases. ]
only then. Another proposal relates to persons in custody on adult remand

It may be that the need for more amendments toRblice ~ Who are also liable to detention for youth offences. The Bill provides

(Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1988erges as a {0r the period in custody in the adult system to be counted against
result of the review of the Act presently being undertaken by Mrs Iristhe period of detention for the youth offence. Where a person who

Stevens. If this should happen, any amendments can be done eitfgfiable to detention orimprisonment in a training centre is in prison
by amendments to this Bill or by a separate Bill. on adultremand and is released from that remand, the Bill provides

; for the person to be transferred to a training centre.
Clause 1: Short tIiEti;pIanatlon of Clauses ~Ifayouth who is to be remanded for a youth offence is already
his ol : f | in custody in the adult system for an adult offence, the Bill allows

This clause is formal. the youth to be remanded to a prison.

Clause 2: Commencement ) . Where ayouth is already in prison at the time of being sentenced
The measure is to commence on a day to be fixed by proclamatiogs detention, the Bill provides for the whole or, if the Court so

Clause 3: Amendment of s. 32—Authority to make assessmetiitects, part of that sentence of detention to be served in prison. The
and recommendations in relation to investigations by internalBill also provides for the Youth Court to be able to order that a
investigation branch period of detention be served in the adult system where the person
An investigation into police conduct under the principal Act resultshas previously served a sentence of imprisonment or detention in
in an assessment by the Police Complaints Authority of whether thprison.
conduct of the police officer concerned was at fault in any of a If a person in custody in a training centre is subsequently
number of ways listed in section 32(&)(i). The ‘catch-all’'thatthe  sentenced to a concurrent term of imprisonment in the adult system,
conduct was wrong in some unspecified way is removed from thishe Bill provides for the transfer of the youth to a prison to serve the
provision by the clause as it is considered that the precedingemainder of the youth sentence (unless the sentencing court directs
provisions exhaustively list the ways in which police conduct mightotherwise).

be viewed as being wrong. The final proposal relates to the implications for parole of persons
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 39—Charges in respect of breach serving detention for youth offences in prison.
discipline Currently, under section 63(8) of théoung Offenders Acthe

Section 39 of the principal Act currently requires that the PoliceParole Board must review the circumstances of any person trans-
Disciplinary Tribunal must determine whether a police officer hasferred to prison under the Act and may, for any proper reason, order
been guilty of a breach of discipline according to the criminal lawthe release of any such person. The Bill removes the discretion of the
burden of beyond reasonable doubt. The clause substitutes for throle Board in such cases.
the non-criminal law burden of the balance of probabilities. Instead, where a person is to serve any part of a period of
Clause 5: Amendment of s. 48—Secrecy detention in the adult system, the Bill provides that a non-parole
Section 48 prevents the unauthorised disclosure of informatioReriod may be fixed or varied in respect of that detention by the
gained through an investigation under the principal Act. The sectiofeéntencing court on application of the person or the presiding
authorises disclosure of such information in certain specified circummember of the Parole Board. Once a non-parole period is set, the
stances, one of which is that a court requires the disclosure in tharole Board will be able to conditionally release the prisoner where
interests of justice. This ground for disclosure is narrowed by th&urrently it can only unconditionally release prisoners transferred
clause so that the court must be satisfied that there are specfs®m the juvenile system. Because under the Bill it will be possible,
reasons for ordering the disclosure and that the interests of justidB certain circumstances, for a youth to spend part of a sentence in

cannot adequately be served except by the making of such an ord@rPrison and part in a training centre, the Bill also provides for the
application of the parole provisions in tl®rrectional Services Act

to a youth granted parole from a training centre.

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate. Explanation of Clauses

PART 1
STATUTES AMENDMENT (YOUNG OFFENDERS) PRELIMINARY
BILL Clause 1: Short title
Clause 2: Commencement
Second reading. These clauses are formal.

Clause 3: Interpretation
This clause is standard for a Statutes Amendment Act.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for PART 2
Government Enterprises):| move: AMENDMENT OF CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING)

That this Bill be now read a second time. ACT 1988 o .
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert%u%guse 4: Amendment of s. 31A—Application of Divisian to
in Hansardwithout my reading it. This clause amends section 31A to provide that the Division of the

Leave granted. Act dealing with non-parole periods will apply to youths serving
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detention in a prison. The provision also inserts a new subsection (J)his clause provides that if a youth who is serving a sentence for a
which is effectively an interpretative aid to overcome any difficultiesyouth offence in a training centre is sentenced to imprisonment for
caused by the differences in terminology between ‘detention’ andn adult offence and that sentence is to be served concurrently with

‘imprisonment’. the youth sentence, the youth must, unless the sentencing court

Clause 5: Amendment of s. 32—Duty of court to fix or extendlirects otherwise, be transferred to, and will serve those sentences
non-parole periods in, a prison.
This clause makes a consequential amendment to section 32 so that Clause 14: Amendment of s. 63—Transfer of youths in detention
it refers to the Youth Court. to other training centre or prison

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 61AA—Community service in defaufthis clause amends section 63(2) to allow transfer of a youth (aged
of payment by a youth of or above 18 years) on remand In a training centre to a prison and
This clause inserts a new subsection (6a) providing that if the courmakes various minor amendments to other parts of the provision to
under section 61AA(6) sentences a youth to detention— reflect that. In addition, a small correction is made to the wording of

if the youth is already in prison the youth will serve the detentionsubsection (7) and subsection (8) is deleted because such parole

in a prison; or issues are now to be dealt with under @rminal Law (Sentencing)

if the youth has previously been in prison, the court may direcAct )

that the youth serve the detention in a prison. Clause 15: Insertion of ss. 63A and 63B

Clause 7: Insertion of s. 71B This clause proposes to insert new sections 63A and 63B. Proposed

This clause provides, in similar terms to the provision sought to b&ection 63A clarifies the position in relation to a youth who is
inserted by clause 6, for the detention of a youth in a prison whergerving a youth sentence in a training centre and is also remanded

the court under Division 4 of Part 9, issues an order for detention of0 @ prison in relation to an adult offence. _
the youth or sentences a youth to detention. Where the adult remand order is made after the youth is already

Clause 8: Transitional in custody in a training centre, the youth must be transferred to a
This clause provides that the amendments to sections 31A and 32 Bfison (and will be taken to be serving the youth sentence during the
the principal Act will apply to youths placed in prison before or after Period of the remand). _
commencement of the measure. This means that such youths will be The proposed provision also provides that, whether the youth
able to apply for a non-parole period to be fixed, and will be subjecgentence arose before or after the adult remand, if at the end of the
to the other matters applicable under section 32 of the principal AciPeriod of remand in prison the youth sentence is still running and no

PART 3 immediately servable sentence of imprisonment was imposed for the
AMENDMENT OF SUMMARY PROCEDURE ACT 1921 adult offence, the youth must be transferred to a training centre.
Clause 9: Insertion of ss. 183 and 184 Proposed section 63B provides for the application of the parole

This clause inserts two new provisions in Bemmary Procedure Provisions in th&orrectional Services Act 198a youths who have
Act allowing for the remand of a person charged with an adult?€en transferred to a training centre from a prison and have a non-
offence to a training centre in certain circumstances. parole period fixed in respect of their sentence.
Proposed section 183 provides that if a person being remanded .
in custody by the Court is already in custody in a training centre or  Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.
is liable to be put in custody in a training centre and the Court is
satisfied that good reason exists for remanding the person to a [ EGAL PRACTITIONERS (MISCELLANEOUS)
training centre, the Court may direct that the person be remanded to AMENDMENT BILL
a training centre.
Proposed section 184 provides for the transfer to a training centre .
of a person remanded to a prison if the person would otherwise be Second reading.
in custody in a training centre or is liable to be in custody in a
training centre and the Court is satisfied that good reason exists for The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for
Cansior nay be madie by the pesson or e Chiel Executive of g ornment Enterprises):| move:
ransfer ma rson or ief Executivi e Ri ;
Department )(;f Human gervié)es. If the Court has previously That this Bill be now read asecon.d time. L
considered whether a person should be remanded to a prison or k§€€k leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
a training centre, an application may only be made under thén Hansardwithout my reading it.
proposed provision if there has subsequently been a material change |eave granted.

in the circumstances of the person or the applicant has become aware Thjs pjll amends th&egal Practitioners Act 198ih two major

of relevant new facts or circumstances. areas. It also contains miscellaneous amendments designed to
PART 4 improve the operation of the Act.
AMENDMENT OF YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT 1993 _ The COAG Legal Profession Reform Working Party in its report
_ Clause 10: Amendment of s. 15—How youth is to be dealt withp Heads of Government in June 1995 recommended that the
if not granted bail Standing Committee of Attorneys-General should identify the

Section 15(1) of théroung Offenders Agtrovides that, generally, |egislative changes necessary to establish a national practising
a youth who is not granted bail will not be remanded to a prisoncertificate. In October 1996 the majority of the members of the
Currently a limited exception exists under subsection (2) where thgtanding Committee agreed to proceed with legislation in accordance
youth is arrested outside an area specified in the regulations andyith the provisions of a draftawyers (Interstate Practice) Bill

is not reasonably practicable to comply with subsection (1). Thefficers of the Standing Committee developed the bill in consulta-
proposed amendment would make the limitation in subsection (1on with the Law Council of Australia.

inapplicable to a youth who is already in prison. _ The principles contained in the draftawyers (Interstate
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 23—Limitation on power to imposeractice) Bill are incorporated in these amendments. The provisions
custodial sentence ) o . are not to be found in one part of the amendments. Each provision
This clause inserts a new subsection (6) providing that if the Courih theLegal Practitioners Achad to be examined to see if it should
sentences a youth to detention— ) _apply to an interstate practitioner practising in South Australia.
if the youth is already in prison the youth will serve the detention ~ For those States and Territories which agree to participate in the
(or part of it) in a prison; or national practising certificate regime, a practitioner issued with a
if the youth has previously been in prison, the court may direcfpractising certificate in the State or Territory will be able, without
that the youth serve the detention in a prison. any further action, to practise in each participating State and

The clause also inserts new subsection (7) dealing with th&erritory. However, an interstate practitioner who establishes an
application of theCorrectional Services A¢b youths sentenced to office here must notify the Supreme Court that he or she has done

serve the whole or part of a sentence in prison. so (new section 23D).
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 36—Detention of youth sentenced Interstate practitioners who establish an office here must have
as an adult ‘approved professional indemnity insurance’ (new section 52AA).

This clause amends section 36 by deleting subsection (2a). Thighere are variations in the insurance cover in each State and
provision is now to be covered by new Division 1A, since it does noftTerritory and to require identical insurance is not possible. Interstate
only apply to youths sentenced as an adult. practitioners who do not establish an office here and who do not have

Clause 13: Insertion of Division 1A approved professional indemnity insurance must disclose that fact
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to clients (new section 52AAB). It may be, of course that an inter-concerns of unprofessional conduct in the most appropriate manner
state practitioner will have insurance in excess of South Australiafor both the practitioner and complainant.

requirements. The Legal Practitioners Conduct Board has noted that there is a
_Interstate practitioners who establish an office here must complpublic and professional desire for more constructive resolution of
with trust account obligations (new section 30A). complaints and increased flexibility of sanctions to address

A supervisor or manager may be appointed to the practice of annsatisfactory conduct, with particular emphasis on the resolution
interstate practitioner who establishes an office here (new sectiodf client concerns. The Legal Practitioners Conduct Board notes that
43A). the fraudulent use of trust funds and dishonesty by a small number

A claim can only be made on the Guarantee Fund in relation t®f practitioners continues to be a problem which requires pro-active
a fiduciary or professional default by an interstate practitioner ifmeasures to ensure ongoing public protection and efficient use of
circumstances provided for by an agreement or arrangement madesources.
by the Law Society with the approval of the Attorney-General Itis apparent from the submissions received in the course of the
(Clause 30, amending section 60 of the principal Act). It has beereview that the disciplinary system for legal practitioners must cover
difficult to arrive at a satisfactory solution as to when claims may bea wider range of conduct to include conduct that is not of sufficient
made on the Fund as a result of the default of an interstate practitiogravity to fall within the concept of ‘unprofessional conduct’, butis
er. still of an unsatisfactory nature. Accordingly, a new category of

The two States which have legislated so far, New South Walegndesirable conduct, described as ‘unsatisfactory conduct’, has been
and Victoria, have different provisions. It may be that the Standingntroduced. This is defined in clause 3 as conduct which is less
Committee of Attorneys-General will have to revisit this area. In theSerious than unprofessional conduct but involves a failure to meet
meantime the solution adopted in this Bill will ensure that personghe standard of conduct observed by competent practitioners of good
who have suffered as a result of a fiduciary or professional defauliepute. Complaints of unsatisfactory conduct may be made to the
by an interstate practitioner are not disadvantaged by the nationkegal Practitioners Conduct Board.
practising certificate scheme. The definition of unprofessional conduct has been amended to

New section 23A provides that an interstate practitioner whgncorporate the common law notion of conduct which involves
practises in the State is an officer of the Supreme Court. This meargibstantial or recurrent failure to meet the standard of conduct
that such practitioners are subject to the same control and directig®served by competent practitioners of good repute.
of the Supreme Court as practitioners who are admitted to practise The powers of the Board following an investigation have been
by the Court. An interstate practitioner when practising in this Stateexpanded. If the Board determines that there is evidence of unpro-
must observe any limitations on the practitioner’s entitlement tdessional or unsatisfactory conduct but the conduct is relatively
practise under the law of a State in which the practitioner is admittechinor, the Board can deal with the misconduct under new section
as a legal practitioner. Thus if a person is, in his or her hom&7AB. Under this provision the Board may determine not to lay
jurisdiction, only entitled to practise as a barrister, he or she will onlycharges before the Tribunal but instead reprimand the practitioner,
be entitled to practise as a barrister in South Australia. An interstataake an order imposing conditions on the legal practitioners prac-
practitioner must also observe any conditions imposed on his or héising certificate, make an order that the legal practitioner make a
practise by a regulatory authority in this State or in any participatingspecific payment or refrain from doing a specified act in connection
jurisdiction. These provisions are to be found in new sections 23Bvith legal practice. Because the Board is primarily an investigative
and 23C. body, rather than a disciplinary body, these powers can only be

Clause 50 inserts provisions for dealing with complaints abougxercised with the consent of the practitioner concerned. If the
legal practitioners who may be subject to disciplinary proceedinggractitioner does not consent to the conduct being dealt with by the
in two participating jurisdictions. The provisions provide for a co- Board, charges will be laid before the Tribunal.
operative scheme and ensure that a practitioner will not be subject Where a charge of unsatisfactory conduct is brought before the
to disciplinary proceedings in one State when he or she has bednmibunal, it may be constituted by only one member. This provides
dealt with in another state. asimpler and more cost effective method for dealing with these more

Complaints can be brought against an interstate practitioner iminor matters.
the same way as against local practitioners. Any restriction or Section 74 of the Act provides that if the Board is of the opinion
condition placed on practice or any suspension or removal from that the subject matter of a complaint is capable of resolution by
roll of practitioners will have effect in each participating State andconciliation it may attempt to resolve the matter by conciliation.
Territory. Conciliation has been given a higher profile by making it the subject

Where a person has a claim on the Guarantee Fund becauseajfa separate provision (new section 77B). The confidentiality of the
the actions of an interstate practitioner in South Australia, the claingonciliation proceedings is also protected.
will be dealt with according to the terms of an agreement with the  Concerns have been raised about legal practitioners who continue
regulatory authority of participating states or territories. Thesedo practice pending the outcome of outstanding criminal charges or
agreements will need to address the various circumstances that mdigciplinary proceedings. The Supreme Court (new section @9)2)
arise. It may be, for example, that a claim arises that is covered partlg given clear power to impose an interim suspension on such a
by an interstate fund and partly by the South Australian fundpractitioner, where appropriate.

Sometimes it may not be clear against which fund the claim should The review of the disciplinary provisions highlighted the need

be made. In any case, a prescribed portion of the fees paid bigr greater co-operation and communication between all bodies
interstate practitioners on giving notice of the establishment of amoncerned with the disciplinary process. New section 14B requires
office here will be paid into the Guarantee Fund. (Clause 29the Law Society to report matters to the Board which suggest that
amending section 57 of the principal Act, new subsectio(céd). there may be grounds for disciplinary action. New section 73A pro-

The second substantial category of amendments contained in th@es for an agreement to be entered into between the Board and the
bill strengthen the disciplinary provisions. Over the last few yeard.aw Society for the exchange of information. The Board has
the legal profession has been the subject of a number of reports asdggested that it should be able to pass information to the Society
reviews at both the state and national level. In particular, the Lawvhere it appears that a practitioner may be experiencing psychologi-
Council has recommended a model disciplinary process that incorpaal or personal problems which may lead to professional difficulties.
rates a three tiered structure (at the pinnacle of which is the SuprenWhere the Law Society is alerted to the fact that a practitioner needs
Court), the preservation of self-regulation and accountability whicthelp the Law Society will be able to take steps to assist the practi-
is achieved by the inclusion of significant lay involvement in ationer before he or she gets into real difficulties.
statutory disciplinary body. On rare occasions the Board becomes aware that a client of a

As part of the review of the disciplinary procedures in Southpractitioner it is investigating for unprofessional conduct has suffered
Australia, comments were sought from the Legal Practitioners loss of which the clientis unaware. Because of the confidentiality
Conduct Board, the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal, theprovisions in section 73 the Board is unable to alert the client. New
Law Society of South Australia and the Director of Public Pros-section 77AA enables the Board to notify persons of a suspected
ecutions. loss.

The South Australian disciplinary structure essentially in- An amendment to section 73 will eliminate a lot of frustration
corporates all the elements recommended by the Law Council anekperienced by persons who are assisting persons who have made
| do not propose any changes to the existing structure. Howeveg compliant to the Board. The confidentiality provisions are such that
there is a need to ensure that the disciplinary bodies have a widbe Board is unable to inform, for example, a Member of Parliament
range of sanctions and powers in order that they may addressquiring on a constituent’s behalf about the progress of an investiga-
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tion. Under the new provision the Board will now be able to answetthe instructions were taken (not given) in this State. If instructions
Member’s inquiries on behalf of their constituents. are taken in this State it is more likely that the work will be done in
Amendments are also made to the provisions relating to inquiriethis State and should be covered by the Guarantee Fund.
by the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal. It is made clear that Explanation of Clauses
a charge may be laid before the Tribunal despite the fact the criminal Clause 1: Short title
proceedings have been commenced in relation to a matter to which Clause 2: Commencement
the charge relates. There has been reluctance to lay charges befoteese clauses are formal.
the Tribunal when criminal proceedings are pending or have Clause 3: Amendment of s. 5—Interpretation
commenced. This amendment allows a limitation on the time inThis clause amends various definitions in the principal Act and
which proceedings before the Tribunal may be laid. New sectiorinserts new definitions and interpretative provisions for the purposes
82(2a) provides that charges must be laid within five years of thef the proposed national legal practise scheme and the introduction
conduct the subject of the complaint. Itis unsatisfactory for chargesf a second category of conduct against which disciplinary action
not to be laid promptly, both from the practitioner’s point of view may be taken under the Act, to be known as ‘unsatisfactory conduct’.
and for the satisfactory completion of the inquiry. People cannotbe Clause 4: Amendment of s. 8—Officers and employees of the
expected to remember what happened long ago. Provision is madwciety
for the time to be extended if the charge is laid by the Attorney-  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 9—Council of Society
General or with the consent of the Attorney-General. Itis necessary Clause 6: Amendment of s. 12—Minutes of proceedings
to have some mechanism to extend the time where the misdeedsiiese clauses amend sections 8, 9 and 12 of the principal Act to
a practitioner only come to light at a later date. reflect changes to the Law Society’s rules by inserting references to
The Tribunal has requested that there should be a mechanismtiee ‘President-Elect’ of the Society..
deal with the taxing of bills of costs when allegations of gross  Clause 7: Amendment of s. 13—Saociety’s right of audience
overcharging are alleged. This has been done by an amendmenttgis clause is consequential to the proposed introduction of
section 42 which will enable the Board to institute proceedings forunsatisfactory conduct’ as a second category of conduct liable to
taxation of costs when ordered to do so by the Tribunal. disciplinary action under the Act.
At present only the Attorney-General or the Law Society can  Clause 8: Amendment of s. 14—Rules of Society
institute disciplinary proceedings in the Supreme Court. New sectiofThis clause inserts a reference to the ‘President-Elect’ of the Law
74(1)e)provides that the Board may, on the recommendation of th&ociety for the reasons outlined above.
Tribunal, commence disciplinary proceedings in the Supreme Court.  Clause 9: Insertion of Division
A consequential amendment to section 51 gives the Board aright ofhis clause inserts a new provision ensuring that the Law Society
audience in the Supreme Court. _ provides certain information to the Board.
| would like to draw honourable members attention to new  Clause 10: Amendment of s. 16—Issue of practising certificate

section 21(3a). For some time there has been pressure from the legalis clause is consequential to the proposed national legal practise
profession in the eastern States to regulate the practise of foreign layjg¢heme.

in Australia.. This is seen as somehow providing a peg on which  Clause 11: Insertion of s. 20AA

Australian legal practitioners will be given the right to practise in This clause inserts a new section 20AA into the principal Act dealing
foreign countries. The South Australian Government does nojith endorsement of conditions on practising certificates. Under
believe that there is the capacity to regulate the practise of foreigfarious proposed amendments different bodies are given authority
law in Australia. Nor does the Government believe that it isto impose conditions on a legal practitioner's practising certificate
necessary. New section 21(3a) makes it clear that a person who onlyg. for disciplinary reasons). This proposed provision then provides
practises foreign law does not have to comply with the provisions mechanism for recording of these by a single authority (the
of theLegal Practitioners Act. Supreme Court).

Apart from the two major areas of amendments the bill contains Clause 12: Amendment of s. 21—Entitlement to practise
various miscellaneous amendments designed to improve thehis clause makes a number of amendments to section 21 of the
operation of the Act. _ o . principal Act, which deals with the entitlement to practise law.

The definition of bank is brought into line with the definition in Proposed subsection (3a) provides that the practise of foreign law is
the Statutes Amendment (Reference to Banks) Act 1997. not (in itself) ‘practising the profession of the law’ within the

Section 5(4) and (5) expands on what is trust money. This isneaning of the Act. This means that a person may provide advice
similar to the provision in the New South Wales legislation. Anotheron foreign law in South Australia without being admitted here and
new provision dealing with trust money is new section 33A. The Actwithout having a South Australian practising certificate. The re-
at present does not recognise the reality of how firms of solicitorsnaining amendments proposed clarify what acts will constitute
handle trust money. This new section reflects what happens iipractising the profession of the law’ and make provision for the
practice. national legal practise scheme.

Amendments to sections 8, 9 12 and 14 acknowledge a change Clause 13: Amendment of s. 22—Practising while under
to the Law Society’s Rules. Under the rules there is now a positiorsuspension, etc.
of President Elect and the President Elect is a member of the Coundihis clause amends section 22 of the principal Act—
of the Law Society. - to make it clear that holding yourself out as a person who is

New section 20A is designed to avoid a problem which has arisen  entitled to practice the profession of the law when you in fact

in Victoria. There are now several bodies which can impose
conditions on practising certificates: the newly created Legat
Practitioners Education and Admission Council, the Board, the

have no such entitlement is an offence; and
to make the wording of paragragb) consistent with other
changes proposed to the disciplinary provisions of the principal

Tribunal, the Supreme Court and interstate regulatory bodies. There Act.

needs to be one central body that can keep track of all the conditions Clause 14: Insertion of Division

imposed on practising certificates. As the Supreme Court is the bodphis clause inserts a new Division into Part 3 of the principal Act as
that issues practising certificates it is appropriate that it be designatédllows:

as that body. Under thé.egal Practitioners (Qualifications)
Amendment Billconsidered earlier in this session, the Supreme
Court will be able to delegate this function to the Law Society if it
considers that to be appropriate.

Amendments to sections 44, 45 and 48 are designed to provide
statutory authority for supervisors and managers to dispose of funds
at the conclusion of an appointment.

Finally, clause 30 makes several amendments to section 60. |
have already referred to the amendments relating to claims arising

DIVISION 3A—PROVISIONS RELATING TO
INTERSTATE LEGAL PRACTICE

23A. Interstate legal practitioners to be officers of Court

This clause makes those practitioners practising law here as
part of the national legal practise scheme (‘interstate legal
practitioners’) officers of the Supreme Court. South Australian
practitioners are officers of the Court by virtue of their admission
and enrolment, but a feature of the scheme is that interstate
practitioners will not be required to become admitted and

out of the fiduciary or professional default of an interstate practi-
tioner. Subsection (43b)(i) is amended. This subsection currently

provides that a claim can be made on the Fund in relation to a default

occurring outside the State in the course of legal work arising from
instructions given in South Australia. On reflection this seems to

enrolled here.
23B. Limitations or conditions on practise under laws of
participating States
This clause provides for the application, in this State, of
conditions and limitations applying to an interstate legal practi-

have the wrong emphasis. The more important point seems to be that tioner under the law of a State in which the practitioner is
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admitted and under the law of other States participating in the Clause 27: Insertion of ss. 52AA and 52AAB

national legal practise scheme (‘participating States’). Failure td'his clause inserts new provisions setting out the requirements in
comply with the section is unprofessional conduct and may thererelation to professional indemnity insurance for interstate legal
fore be the subject of disciplinary action. If conflicting conditions practitioners practising in this State. Non-compliance with these

apply to such a practitioner, the most onerous will prevail. provisions is an offence punishable by a fine of $10 000.
23C. Additional conditions on practise of interstate legal  Clause 28: Amendment of s. 53—Duty to deposit trust money in
practitioners combined trust account

This clause provides for the imposition of conditions, by This clause is consequential to the amendment proposed in clause
South Australian authorities, on interstate legal practitioners. 55.
23D. Notification of establishment of office required Clause 29: Amendment of s. 57—Guarantee fund

This clause provides for the giving of notice by interstate This clause provides for—

legal practitioners who establish an office in the State. If a practi~  the payment into the Guarantee fund of a prescribed proportion

tioner fails to lodge a notice as required, it is an offence, pun-  of the fees paid by interstate practitioners on giving notice of the

ishable by a fine of $10 000, and the practitioner’s entitlement  establishment of an office in this State;

to practise may be suspended until the provision is complied the payment out of the Guarantee Fund of the Society’s costs in

with. . . . appointing a legal practitioner to appear on its behalf in an

The Supreme Court will keep a register of practitionerswho  application for admission and the costs of proceedings for the

have given notice under this provision and this may be inspected  taxation of legal costs instituted by the Board.

by the public. Clause 30: Amendment of s. 60—Claims

Clause 15: Insertion of s. 30A o This clause makes some minor consequential amendments to section
This clause provides that the Division dealing with trust accountgg of the principal Act and provides that a claim against the
will apply to local legal practitioners, interstate legal practitionersgyarantee fund can only be made in relation to conduct by an
who have established an office here, and persons who would fall intpiterstate legal practitioner in circumstances provided for by an

one of those categories but for their failure to renew their practisinggreement or arrangement under approved by the Attorney-General
certificate. The provisions will also apply to local legal practitionersynder proposed section 95AA.

who are practising interstate in some circumstances. Clause 31: Insertion of s. 60A

(Clause 16: Amendment of s. 31—Disposition of trust money Tpjs clause inserts a new section 60A into the principal Act pro-
This clause corrects a minor error in current section 31 and cIar|f|e§iding that a person’s personal representative is entitied to make a
the wording of subsection (5) of that section. claim under this Part on behalf of the person or the person’s estate.

Clause 17: Insertion of s. 33A Clause 32: Amendment of s. 62—Power to require evidence

This clause inserts a new provision clarifying the requirements of the ~ cjayse 33: Amendment of s. 63—Establishment of validity of
Act as they relate to trust money received by firms. claims

Clause 18: Substitution of ss. 34 and 35 These clauses are consequential to the amendment proposed in
This clause substitutes new sections 34 and 35 into the principal Agli5se 55. q prop
which make the wording of those sections consistent with the restof ~ ~|5,se 34: Amendment of s. 73—Confidentiality

the Division (as proposed to be amended by the measure) and clari;qcjause amends section 73 of the principal Act (which sets out

the meaning of those provisions. " o : . !
- ) - the confidentiality requirements in relation to the Board) to allow
Clause 19.dAmenqmenctj of s.$7—|Confldent|a|_|ty 37(1 isclosure in for the purposes of the national legal practise scheme
A minor amendment is made in this clause to section 37(1) to makg 15 make it clear that the confidentiality requirements do not

the wording consistent with other provisions in the Division. The ey ent disclosure to a complainant or person acting on behalf of a
remaining proposed amendments in this clause are consequentia mplainant.

the national legal practise scheme. _ Clause 35: Insertion of s. 73A

Thi:(s: ::ellgtslgezgrzné?desn ?hnrg?gctgﬁ{ast'iosr? ;ﬁk?r?; Ip?(talv(\)/g?that relates to the is clause provides for the Board and the Council of the Law
: : ociety to enter into agreements regarding the exchange of

trust account requirements of the Act so that the wording of tha formation relating to legal practitioners. Such an agreement must

provision includes reference to the keeping of ‘records’ by legal, ., writin )
> h . g and approved by the Attorney-General.
practitioners and therefore matches the wording used in the rest F Clause 36: Insertion of heading

the Division, This clause inserts a new heading into Part 6 of the principal Act.

Clause 21: Amendment of s. 42—Costs ) :
This clause amends section 42 to provide that the Board will institute., 12use 37: Amendment of s. 74—Functions of Board

proceedings for the taxation of legal costs if ordered to do so by thihiS clause substitutes a new subsection (1) into section 74 of the
Tribunal. principal Act to ensure that section reflects other proposed amend-

Clause 22: Insertion of s. 43A ments relating to the functions of the Board.
This clause provides that Division 9 of Part 3 of the principal Act __Proposed new subsection (3) would make it clear that the Board
applies to local legal practitioners and interstate legal practitionerddy €xercise any of its functions in relation to a former legal
who have established an office in the State. practitioner. _
Clause 23: Amendment of s. 44—Control over trust accounts of (Clause 38: Amendment of s. 75—Power of delegation
legal practitioners his clause amends section 75 of the principal Act to clarify what
This clause amends section 44 of the principal Act to clarify thefunctions of the Board cannot be delegated.
powers of a supervisor appointed under that section, to make minor Clause 39: Substitution of heading o
corrections to the section and to make subsection (3) (which specifiddlis clause substitutes a new heading in Part 6 of the principal Act.
who must be given notice of a resolution to appoint a supervisor}r Clause 40: Amendment of s. 76—Investigations by Board
match up better with section 45(2) (which deals with the giving of This clause amends section 76 of the principal Act to include
notice where an inspector is appointed). references to ‘former’ legal practitioners and to the new category of
Clause 24: Amendment of s. 45—Appointment of manager ~‘unsatisfactory conduct'. _
This clause amends section 45 of the principal Act to make sub- Clause 41: Insertion of heading o
section (2) match up better with section 44(3) (as discussed abovelhis clause inserts a new heading in Part 6 of the principal Act.
to clarify the powers of a manager appointed under that section and Clause 42: Amendment of s. 77—Report on investigation
to make it clear that the Society may revoke an appointment at angection 77 is amended as follows:

time. - Subsection (1) is replaced to include a reference to a ‘former
Clause 25: Amendment of s. 48—Remuneration, etc., of persons legal practitioner’ and to improve the wording of that subsection.
appointed to exercise powers conferred by this Division - Subsection (2), which currently provides that where a matter is

Under section 48 certain amounts may be payable to the Society successfully resolved by conciliation the Board need not report
where a supervisor or manager is appointed under the Division. This on the matter under subsection (1), is deleted to reflect the public
clause provides that where a manager is appointed, the manager mustinterest involved in disciplinary proceedings under the Act.
give priority to paying those amounts to the Society. Successful conciliation of a matter (ie. the resolution of a particu-

Clause 26: Amendment of s. 51—Right of audience lar dispute between a legal practitioner and a complainant) does
This clause provides a right of audience before any court or tribunal  not prevent disciplinary action being taken against a practitioner
in the State for a legal practitioner employed by the Board. in the public interest.
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Subsection (4) is amended to include a reference to a ‘formefhis clause amends section 84 to make it clear that the power to

legal practitioner’.
Clause 43: Insertion of ss. 77AA and 77AB
Proposed section 77AA provides that if, in the course or in conse-

receive in evidence transcripts of other proceedings includes power
to receive exhibits referred to in such transcripts.

Clause 49: Amendment of s. 89—Proceedings before Supreme

quence of an investigation, the Board has reason to believe that&ourt . o
person has suffered loss as a result of unprofessional or unsatisfabhis clause amends section 89 of the principal Act as follows:

tory conduct, the Board may notify the person. :

Proposed section 77AB provides that if, after conducting an
investigation, the Board is satisfied that there is evidence of
unprofessional or unsatisfactory conduct by a legal practitioner but
the misconduct in question was relatively minor and can be ad-
equately dealt with by the exercise of a power under this provision,
the Board may, with the consent of the practitioner, decline to lay

to allow the Board to institute proceedings in the Supreme Court
under subsection (1) and subsection (6) (without affecting the
power of the Attorney-general and the Society to bring such
proceedings);

to make amendments to the powers of the Supreme Court
consequential to the national legal practise scheme, and to match
up those powers with the new powers given to the Board and the

charges before the Tribunal and instead exercise such a power. The Tribunal;

powers available under this proposed provision are—

- reprimand of the practitioner;
endorsement of conditions on the practitioner's practising
certificate relating to the practitioner’s legal practice or requiring

subsection (7) is deleted as it is proposed that a new provision be
inserted dealing with interim suspension of a legal practitioner
(see clause 50).

Clause 50: Insertion of s. 89A

the completion of further education or training, or the receipt of 'his clause provides that the Supreme Court may order the interim

counselling, of a specified type;

suspension of a legal practitioner if disciplinary proceedings have

the making of an order that the legal practitioner make a specifie§€en instituted or the legal practitioner has been charged with or
payment or do or refrain from doing a specified act in connectiorfnvicted of a criminal offence and the Court is satisfied that the

with legal practice.

The Board is empowered to take into account any previousrhi

finding of unprofessional or unsatisfactory conduct relating to the
practitioner in deciding whether to exercise a power under thi
section.

A condition endorsed on a practising certificate under this section
may be varied or revoked at any time by the Tribunal on application
by the legal practitioner.

An order under the provision providing for the payment of a
monetary sum by a legal practitioner is to be accepted in legal
prgcgedings, in the absence of proof to the contrary, as proof of such
a debt.

Contravention of an order under the proposed provision is itself
unprofessional conduct.

Clause 44: Substitution of heading
This clause substitutes a new heading in Part 6 of the principal Act.

Clause 45: Insertion of Subdivision
This clause inserts a new subdivision dealing with conciliation of
complaints by the Board.

The provision provides that nothing said or done in the course of
a conciliation can be given in evidence in proceedings (other than
in criminal proceedings), and a person involved in the conciliation
is disqualified from investigating or further investigating conduct to
which the complaint relates and from otherwise dealing with the
complaint.

An agreement reached following conciliation will be recorded
in writing and signed and a copy of the agreement given to each of
the parties.

An apparently genuine document purporting to be an such an
agreement and providing for payment of a monetary sum will be
accepted in legal proceedings, in the absence of proof to the contrary,
as proof of such a debt.

Contravention of or non-compliance with an agreement by a legal
practitioner is itself unprofessional conduct.

The proposed provision also makes it clear that conciliation does
not prevent investigation or further investigation or the laying of a
charge in relation to conduct to which the complaint relates.

Clause 46: Amendment of s. 80—Constitution and proceedings
of Tribunal
This clause amends section 80 to provide that a single member of the
Tribunal may hear charges of unsatisfactory conduct.

Clause 47: Amendment of s. 82—Inquiries
Section 82 of the principal Act is proposed to be amended to-

- insert references to unsatisfactory conduct;

to provide a five year time limit on the laying of charges before

the Tribunal (unless the Attorney-General consents to the laying

of the charge));

to provide that charges may be laid even though criminal

proceedings are pending;

to make amendments to the powers of the Tribunal consequential

to the national legal practise scheme, and to match up those

powers with the new powers given to the Board;

to provide for a finding of unsatisfactory conduct where unpro-

fessional conduct is charged in certain circumstances.

Clause 48: Amendment of s. 84—Powers of Tribunal

circumstances are such as to justify invoking the provision.

Clause 51: Insertion of Division
s clause inserts a new division in Part 6 of the principal Act

Healing with the national legal practise scheme as follows:

DIVISION 6A—PROVISIONS RELATING TO
INTERSTATE LEGAL PRACTICE
90AA. Conduct of local legal practitioners outside State

The disciplinary provisions of the Act are to apply to conduct
by a local legal practitioner in a participating State or elsewhere
outside this State.
90AB. Conduct not to be the subject of separate proceedings

If disciplinary proceedings in relation to conduct have been
finally determined in a participating State, no action is to be taken
or continued under this Part in relation to that conduct (other than
action that may be taken under section 89(6)).
90AC. Referral or request for investigation of matter to regu-

latory authority in participating State

This provision allows the referral of a complaint or an investi-
gation to a participating State, where appropriate, to be dealt with
according to the law of that State. After referral of a complaint,
no further action (other than action required to comply with
section 90AE) may be taken by any regulatory authority in this
State in relation to the subject-matter of the referral.
90AD. Dealing with matter following referral or request by

regulatory authority in participating State

This provision provides that if a regulatory authority in a
participating State refers a complaint or investigation to a
regulatory authority in this State the conduct of the practitioner
in question may be investigated by the regulatory authority in this
State and, following such investigation, a charge may be laid and
disciplinary proceedings may be brought against the practitioner,
whether or not the conduct investigated allegedly occurred in or
outside this State.
90AE. Furnishing information

This provision provides for the furnishing of information by
aregulatory authority in this State when reasonably required by
a regulatory authority in a participating State.
90AF. Local legal practitioners are subject to interstate regu-

latory authorities

Alocal legal practitioner practising in this State must comply
with any condition imposed by a regulatory authority in a
participating State as a result of disciplinary action.
Contravention of or non-compliance with this section is unpro-
fessional conduct.

An appropriate regulatory authority in a participating State
to which a local legal practitioner is subject in that State may
suspend, cancel, vary the conditions of or impose conditions or
further conditions on, or order the suspension, cancellation,
variation of the conditions of or imposition of conditions or
further conditions on, the local legal practitioner’s practising
certificate as a result of disciplinary action against the practi-
tioner.

A appropriate regulatory authority in a participating State
may order that the name of the local legal practitioner be
removed from the roll of practitioners in this State (in which case
the Supreme Court will remove the practitioner’s name from the
roll).
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Clause 52: Amendment of s. 95—Application of certain revenuethe court can increase the non-parole period when reducing the head
This clause amends section 95 to include a reference to the feessentence.
be paid by interstate practitioners on giving notice of the establishEnvironment Resources and Development Court Act 1993
ment of an office in this State. Currently, all hearing fees owed to the Environment, Resources,
Clause 53: Insertion of s. 95AA and Development Court (usually in the vicinity of a few hundred
This clause provides for the making of agreements or arrangement®llars each) must be proven in the small claims jurisdiction of the
with regulatory authorities in other States for the purposes of thélagistrates Court before steps can be taken to enforce payment of
national legal practise scheme. Such agreements or arrangementst@sum. In contrast, the Supreme and District Courts have the power
to be approved by the Attorney-General. to make order®x partefor the payment of outstanding fees and
Clause 54: Amendment of s. 95C—Self-incrimination and legalherefore, they avoid the process of issuing a summons and proving
professional privilege the debt. Given that the fees are prescribed by Regulations, and
This clause amends section 95C to correct a reference in the sectidherefore there is no discretion in the order for fee payment, natural
Clause 55: Insertion of s. 95D justice issues do not arise. Clause 8 willamend section 45 of the Act
This clause inserts a new provision dealing generally with the issuE) allow the Registrar to issue a certificate for the fees at least 14
of service of notices and other documents under the principal Actdays after a letter demanding payment has been issued, and the
Clause 56: Transitional amount remains unpaid. The certificate may then be lodged with the
This clause preserves conditions applying to a legal practitioner b istrict Court, and be enforced as if it were an order of the District
virtue of an undertaking entered into by the practitioner and accepte I
by the Tribunal under section 82 of the principal Act or by virtue of Land Acquisition Act 1969

an order of the Supreme Court under section 89 of the principal Act, Part 4A of theLand Acquisition Acestablishes the Rehousing
Committee. The Committee was established to assist residents served

with notices from a public authority informing them of the
authority’s intention to acquire their place of residence. However,
in practice, the Committee has not been well used by members of the
STATUTES AMENDMENT (ATTORNEY- public. In fact, since 1989 the Committee has only assisted seven

GENERAL'S PORTFOLIO) BILL people to re-house. Therefore, the Government proposes to abolish
the Committee. This does not mean that the assistance intended to
be provided by the Committee would no longer be available. If
rehousing assistance is required the acquiring authority could
. establish an informal procedure to assist an aggrieved person to be
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for rehoused. Clause 10 will abolish the Rehousing Committee.

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.

Second reading.

Government Enterprises):| move: Oaths Act 1936
That this Bill be now read a second time. The Oaths Act 193@&llows the Governor, by proclamation, to
; PR point post masters to take declarations and attest the execution of
! seek leave J.[O have the Segonq reading explanation Insertﬁﬁe instruments. There are currently no proclaimed post pasters in
in Hansardwithout my reading it. South Australia. As a result, Australia Post is experiencing problems
Leave granted. with people attending post offices expecting to have their statutory

This Bill contains some minor uncontroversial amendments tagleclarations attested, only to be advised that no suitably authorised
a number of pieces of legislation administered by the Attorneyperson is available. The creation of the office of proclaimed post
General, or legislation affecting areas within his portfolio. master occurred at the beginning of the century to overcome the
Acts Interpretation Act 1915 shortage of people authori_sed to attest statutory declarations,

Section 14C of thécts Interpretation Ac1915 allows powers particularly in rural areas. This problem no longer exists, so clauses
under an Act which is not yet in operation to be exercised if it is13-16 will delete all references to ‘proclaimed post master’ from the
expedient to do so. The section is designed to enable matters to Q&aths Act A consequential amendment will also be made to the
undertaken in preparation for the commencement of the ActEvidence (Affidavits) Act 1928 clause 9 to delete the reference to
However, it is not clear whether section 14C operates to validat@roclaimed postmaster in section 2A of that Act.
actions taken by persons who have, themselves, been appointed by When the new Cabinet structure was brought into effect, the ten
virtue of section 14C. Clause 4 amends section 14C to make it cledMinisters, who had been sworn in as members of the Executive
that a person appointed into a statutory position that will becomé ouncil, ceased to kex officiomembers of the Executive Council,
effective on the day the Act comes into operation, can validlyand they had to be reappointed to the Executive Council. This meant
exercise powers in preparation for the Act coming into operation, buthat they were required to take the oath of allegiance, the official
the acts will not have practical effect until the Act commences.0ath, and the oath of fidelity again. Clause 11 will amend section 6
Clause 2 of the Bill makes the proposed amendment retrospective provide that a member of the Executive Council will not need to
to 10 March, 1988, which is the day on which the current sectiorfake the oath of allegiance or the oath of fidelity more than once
14C came into operation. The amendments will be retrospective, ofuring the life of a Parliament. However, where there is a change in
the advice of the Crown Solicitor’s Office, to rectify any problems portfolios, the Minister will still be required to take an new official
that may have occurred in the past 10 years. oath. Similarly clause 12 will amend section 6A of haths Acto
Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935 provide that a Minister who is not a member of Executive Council

Sections 348 and 354A of ti@riminal Law Consolidation Act does not need to take the oath of allegiance more than once during
1935 are designed to provide that appeals against forfeiture ordeti3e life of a Parliament.
and appeals against sentences for the same offence can be heBagtnership Act 1891
together. When th€riminal Assets Confiscation Artplaced the The Partnership Act 1891amongst other things allows South
Crimes (Confiscation of Profits) Aittbecame unclear whether an Australia to recognise limited partnerships created in another State,
appeal against a forfeiture order and an appeal against a sentence ferritory or country. Section 62(@) of the Partnership Act
the same offence could be heard together in a criminal appegrovides that, before the Governor can declare a law to be a
because appeals against forfeiture undeQtiminal Assets Con- corresponding law, South AustraliaRartnership Actmust be
fiscation Actare conducted as civil proceedings. Clause 5 will deletgecognised in that State or Territory. New South Wales, Tasmania,
the references to therimes (Confiscation of Profits) Airt section ~ Victoria, and Queensland have adopted a similar provision in their
348, and Clause 7 will ensure that sections 348 and 354A wilPartnership ActConsequently, South Australia cannot prescribe a
operate as designed. law of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, or Queensland to be
Clause 6 of the Bill amends section 353(5) of @éminal Law @ corresponding law until the respective States have declared South
Consolidation ActSection 353(4) of th€riminal Law Consolida-  Australia’sPartnership Acto be a corresponding law, yet they are
tion Actallows the court to quash a sentence passed at trial and t¢hable to do this until South Australia has recognised their laws. The
substitute a sentence which it thinks is warranted in law. Howeveamendment in clause 17 will overcome this anomaly.
subsection (5) provides that the court can not increase the severiBplice (Complaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 1985
of the sentence except on an appeal by the Director of Public Section 37 of thePolice (Complaints and Disciplinary Pro-
Prosecutions. The Chief Justice is concerned that subsection (Bgedings) Actallows the Governor to appoint a magistrate to
prevents the court from increasing the non-parole period whileonstitute the Police Disciplinary Tribunal. One magistrate can also
reducing a head sentence. The proposed amendment will ensure thatappointed as a deputy. The deputy only acts when the magistrate
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is absent or is unable to act in the circumstance. This can cause Therefore, itis proposed that this bill provide for an amendment
problems where both the magistrate and the deputy are absent torthe Youth Court Act 1998 permit a first member of the Youth
unable to act in a hearing. Clause 18 amends the Act to allow th€ourt's principal judiciary to be appointed for a term or series of
Governor to appoint a pool of magistrates who may act when théerms over a period not exceeding 10 years, as approved by
magistrate is absent or unable to Act. The Chief Magistrate b@roclamation.

responsible for directing a deputy to act. Explanation of Clauses
Public Trustee Act 1995
Under thePublic Trustee Actthe Public Trustee may establish PRELIMINARY

one or more common funds for the purpose of investing money frory, .Clause 1: Short title

estates under the Public Trustee’s control, or for investing money ohNis clause is formal.

behalf of classes of persons approved by the Minister. The Publii‘ Clause 2: Commencement ) .
Trustee may withdraw commissions and fees from common fund his clause provides that the Bill (except for clause 4) will come into
established with money from an estate. However, there is no pow&peration on a day to be fixed by proclamation. Subclause (2)
to withdraw commission, fees and expenses from common fundgrovides that clause 4 of the Bill will be taken to have come into
established with money invested on behalf of classes of persorPeration on 10 March 1988, indicating that clause 4 has retro-
approved by the Minister. Clause 19 allows the Public Trustee t&P€ctive as well as prospective effect.

deduct fees, commission and expenses from money deposited wifh Clause 3: Interpretation ,
the Public Trustee for investment purposes. his clause provides that ‘the principal Act’ means the Act referred

State Records Act 1997 to in the heading to the ParItDX]RV'\II'hZICh the reference occurs.
TheState Records Act 19%rovides for the delivery of official AMENDMENT OF ACTS INTERPRETATION ACT 1915

records into the custody of State Records for preservation and - cjayse 4: Amendment of s. 14C—Exercise of powers conferred
management. Section 19(6) provides that this does not apply to coytt, 4 provision of an Act or statutory instrument before the provision
records, except where the Governor directs that specified records B nes into operation

delivered into the custody of State Records, because he or she$s cjause provides that a person appointed to a position pursuant
satisfied that it is advisable for the proper preservation of the recordg, 'section 14C(1) of thécts Interpretation Act 1918nay also
Currently, the Governor is not obliged to consider submissions fromyyarcise powers under an Act which is not yet in operation, though
the head of the relevant court before ordering that the records hgnse powers do not take effect until the relevant provision of the Act
delivered into the custody of State Records. Clause 20 will requirgomesinto operation. The clause will enable matters to be undertak-
the Governor to consider submissions from the head of the relevag, in preparation for the commencement of an Act. This clause has
court, and weigh these arguments against the arguments ad.\’anci??rospective effect to 10 March 1988 as well as prospective effect.
by the Manager of State Records in relation to the preservation o PART 3

significant records, before making a direction under subsection (6). AMENDMENT OF CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION
Strata Titles Act 1988 ACT 1935

Section 36H(1(b) provides that an agent must lodge an audited  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 348—Interpretation
statement with a ‘community corporation’. The reference toThis clause replaces references in the interpretation section of Part
‘community corporation’ should read ‘strata corporation’. This 11 of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 193%0 the Crimes
drafting error occurred when the Strata Titles Act was amended iiConfiscation of Profits) Act 198how repealed) with corres-
consequence of the passage of@@nmunity Titles AcfThisisa  ponding provisions in th€riminal Assets Confiscation Act 1996
simple drafting error which will be rectified in clause 21. Clause 6: Amendment of s. 353—Determination of appeals in
Wills Act 1936 ordinary cases ] o )

Prior to 1994, section 12(2) of thevills Act provided that a  This clause replaces section 353(5) of @eminal law Consoli-
document which had not been executed with the formalities requireglation Act 1933with a subsection which provides that, in an appeal
by the Act would only be entered to probate if the applicant provedadainst sentence by a convicted person, while the Full Court is
beyond reasonable doubt, that the deceased intended the documé#itable to increase the severity of a sentence, it may, where it passes
which purports to embody his or her testamentary intentions, té shorters_entence under section 353(4) of that Act, extend the non-
constitute his or her will. In 1994 the section was amended to proParole period. _ _
vide, amongst other things, that the document had to express the Clause 7: Amendment of s. 354A—Right of appeal against
testamentary intentions of the testators. The Hansard debate @ficillary orders _ w o
relation to the 1994 amendments shows that the amendment was ridtis clause amends section 354A of @réminal Law Consolidation
intended to remove the requirement that the Court be satisfied thACt 1935 providing that an appeal against an ancillary order and an
the deceased intended the document to be his or her will. Howeveppeal against sentence may be heard together, even if the ancillary
ié is opendto arggmdenﬁ thé:lt it is now uréneﬁessaryr/] to pr”ove tlhat therder relates to civil pf0C99d|n95-4

eceased intended the document to be her or his will. Unless an
applicant is required to prove that the deceased intended the paper AMENDMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES
to constitute his or her will, it is difficult to determine if mere AND DEVELOPMENT COURT ACT 1993
scrawlings are accurate and considered testamentary intentions of ﬁ_CIause 8: Amendment of section 45—Court fees.
deceased, or an incomplete or ill considered list of thoughts whictNiS clause adds two subsections to section 45 oEtiwronment,
the testator had when considering what should be in his or her willR€Sources and Development Court Act 1988viding fora means
Clause 22 will amend section 12(2) to make it clear that the applicarff "écovering outstanding hearing fees. The new subsections provide
must prove that the deceased intended the document to constitute Hi&t if fees remain outstanding after the date specified by a registrar
or her will. It will also amend subsection (3) to make it clear that a'n @ letter of demand, the registrar may lodge a certificate for the fees
document will not be entered to probate where the deceasaljith the District Court and the Registrar of the District Court must

expressed, through words or conduct, a clear intention to revoke thﬁgitfit;rgém?ereumn itis regarded as a judgment or order of the

document. PART 5
Youth Court Act 1993 _ AMENDMENT OF EVIDENCE (AFFIDAVITS)
The proposed amendment relates to the maximum term of ACT 1928

appointment for a principal judiciary member of the Youth Court. Clause 9 Substitution of s. 2A

Section 9(9) of thefouth Court Act 199rovides: ‘A person  This clause removes references to proclaimed postmaster from the
cannot be a member of the Court's principal judiciary for a termgvidence (Affidavits) Act 1928his amendment is consequential on
exceeding five years, or a series of terms exceeding five years the amendments made by clauses 13 to 16 t®titas Act 1936
aggregate, unless that person is one of the first members of the PART 6
Court’s judiciary, in which case the proclamation designating that AMENDMENT OF LAND ACQUISITION ACT 1969
person as a member of the Court’s principal judiciary may provide Clause 10: Repeal of Part 4A
for a term of up to 10 years. This clause repeals Part 4A of thand Acquisition Act 196@ith

Therefore, while the first members of the Court’s principal the effect of abolishing the Re-Housing Committee.
judiciary might have been appointed for a term of up to 10 years, PART 7
where they have been appointed for a lesser period, the section does AMENDMENT OF OATHS ACT 1936
not allow for that term to be extended beyond 5 years. Clause 11: Amendment of s. 6—Oaths to be taken by members
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of the Executive Council This clause also replaces section 12(3) of the Act with a sub-
This clause adds subsection (3) to section 6 ofdhths Act 1936  section providing that a document will not be admitted to probate as
Subsection (3) provides that a member of the Executive Council doggwill or codicil of the deceased person if an applicant can satisfy the
not need to take the oath of allegiance or the oath of fidelity moreourt that the person (since deceased) genuinely expressed, by words
than once during the life of a Parliament. or conduct, a clear intention to revoke that document. Subsection (3)
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 6A—Oaths to be taken by Ministeiovides that the expression of intent is not restricted to the written
who are not members of the Executive Council or by Parliamentar§orm, and may be by words or conduct. This subsection also requires

Secretary to Premier stronger proof than is currently the case, of the deceased person’s

This clause adds subsection (2) to section 6A of2aths Act 1936  Intent.

Subsection (2) provides that a Minister who is not a member of PART 14

Executive Council, and a member of Parliament appointed as AMENDMENT OF YOUTH COURT ACT 1993

Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier, do not need to take the oath Clause 23: Amendment of s. 9—The Court's judiciary

of allegiance more than once during the life of a Parliament. ~ This clause amends section 9(9) of tfeuth Court Act 199By
Clauses 13-16 providing that a person may be a first member of the Youth Court’s

Clauses 13 to 16 remove the references to proclaimed postmas

%Iincipal judiciary for a series of terms over a period of 10 years.
from theOaths Act 1936

is adds to the current system where a person could only be a first
PART 8 member for a single term of up to 10 years.

AMENDMENT OF PARTNERSHIP ACT 1891

Clause 17: Amendment of section 62—Liability for limited
partnerships formed under corresponding laws
Clause 17 removes, from section 62 of Regtnership Act 1891the APPROPRIATION BILL
requirement that thBartnership Act 189be recognised in a State
or Territory before the Governor can declare a law of that State or  Adjourned debate on second reading.
Territory to be a corresponding law. In enacting this amendment (Continued from 2 June. Page 1030.)
South Aulst)raélia vKiIIh(in relation to Sr?uLh AusHaIia visI a vis other
States only) break the impasse in which South Australia, Tasmania, . A
Victoria, Queensland andeew South Wales could not prescribe one Mr HILL (Kaurna): | am pleased to speak on this Bill
another’s laws to be corresponding laws until the other State had firéhd, as with all of us on this side, support it, while not

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.

done so. necessarily supporting its contents. This Bill once again
PART 9 demonstrates the lack of credibility of this Government. As
AMENDMENT OF POLICE (COMPLAINTS AND the Leader of the Opposition and others on this side of the
D'SC'PL'NARY PROCEEDINGS) ACT 1985 . .__.House have said, prior to the election the budget was
Clause 18: Amendment of s. 37—Constitution of Police Disci-
plinary Tribunal introduced by the then Treasurer who announced to the world

This clause adds subsection (5) to section 37 ofRblece (Com_ that South Australia was now II"I the home Stra|ght, that the
plaints and Disciplinary Proceedings) Act 198%oviding for the  problems in the budget had been sorted out; that taxes did not
creation of a panel of three or more magistrates appointed by thgeed to be raised; that expenditure did not need to be cut; and

Governor, from which the Chief Magistrate may select one to act i ; ;
the place of the deputy magistrate who is unavailable or absent frorr‘trh~Iat we had everything under control. Now some six months

the Tribunal. later there is a total change in attitude and in response to the
PART 10 finances of the State, and we have seen an increase in taxation
AMENDMENT OF PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT 1995 and a reduction in services.
Clause 19: Amendment of s. 20—Common funds It beggars belief to accept that between the election in

This clause adds subsection (6a) to section 29 dPtii#ic Trustee  Qctober last year and May this year there has been such a

Act 1995providing for the withdrawal by the Public Trustee, of an ; ; o ;
amount at credit in the fund on account of a class of pelrsongiramatlc turnaround in the State’s circumstances. The reality

approved by the Minister for the purpose of recovering commission'S that the Government knew what it was going to do prior to

fees or expenses fixed by regulations. the election and, as in the case of ETSA, has been deceitful
PART 11 to the people of South Australia. It has not told the truth and,
AMENDMENT OF STATE RECORDS ACT 1997 once again, totally lacks credibility on this issue. The

Clause 20: Amendment of s.19—Mandatory transfer to Statgsgyernment and the Premier of South Australia have not

Records’ custody . . )
This clause replaces section 19(6) of 8tate Records Act 199vith been open with the people: they have deceived them as to

a subsection which provides that the Governor may, if he or shEh€ir true intentions, and this legislation is another stunning
considers it appropriate to do so after considering submissions fro@xample of that.

the judge or magistrate in charge of the relevant court and the One of the issues that | want to deal with is the so-called
Manager of State Records, direct that specified records of a court g4~k hole, which the Treasurer announced in his budget

sent to State Records. S L
PART 12 speech here a week or so ago and which is his justification for
AMENDMENT OF STRATA TITLES ACT 1988 the sale of ETSA. He says that we have a black hole: if ETSA
Clause 21: Amendment of s. 36H—Audit of trust accounts IS not sold in October this year he will need to have a mini-
A drafting error in section 36H({D) of the Strata Titles Act 1988 budget and put up to 10 000 or 20 000 people out of work and
is rectified by clause 21 of the Bill which replaces ‘community increase taxes by some $150 million.
corporation’ with ‘strata CO;%OF?_“;’; : My understanding of a black hole is that that is where the
AMENDMENT OF WILLS ACT 1936 revenue stream does not equal the outgoing stream. But if one
Clause 22: Amendment of s. 12—Validity of will looks at page 1-1 of Budget Paper 2, under the second dot
This clause replaces section 12(2) of Walls Act 1936with a  point of ‘Highlights’, the paper notes:
subsection providing that, in cases where a document expresses Under an accrual framework, the Government by 2000-01 will
testamentary intentions but has not been executed with the fopchieve its target of an operating surplus sufficient to finance capital
malities required by the Act, an applicant must satisfy the court thalnvestment.
a deceased person intended to make a will or a codicil to give effedtwould have thought that, if that were the case, there could
to the testamentary intentions expressed in the relevant documemfe ng black hole. In fact, we all understand that the black hole

Subsection (2) requires stronger proof than is currently the case, of ; ; ;
the deceased person'’s intent. The subsection is intended to prev %JUSt an example of the fear tactics the Government is trying

idle musings or ill-considered lists of ideas with nothing more, tot0 Use to bludgeon the public into accepting the sale of ETSA.
constitute a will or codicil. Those tactics will not work, because the people no longer
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believe what the Government says. | doubt whether théhat would affect the people in my constituency as well, and
majority of backbenchers on the Government side believécertainly do object to that.
what the Premier says when he addresses this House day afterOverall, the budget was wrapped in the gloss of an
day on the need to sell ETSA and when he justifies themployment budget. The day before the budget came down
draconian measures in this budget. the Premier introduced an employment strategy statement,
This budget is, as has been said elsewhere, an attack arhich talked about a range of programs which would produce
the battlers of South Australia. We have seen a big increagebs. But in fact this budget reduces the number of jobs by
in a whole range of taxes and charges that will affect ordinarngome 550. All of the creative jobs that were discussed the day
people. Particularly, we have seen charge increases in thxefore the budget was introduced have been wiped out by this
area of transport, especially for people who catch publibudget. So, it is really an anti-jobs, anti-worker and anti-
transport and people who own motor cars. In an electorateattler budget.
such as Kaurna, where people are dependent on transport | now turn to some of the capital issues in the area of the
because they live a long way from the city and to get aroundouthern suburbs—and | speak as one who is responsible, in
must either use public transport or drive, it will be a very biga general sense, for the shadow ministry for the southern
impost. | am sure that most of us who represent seats weduburbs. In the capital works papers there are a number of
away from the CBD experience that phenomenon. We haveapital works which have been in the budget for either one or
also heard the announcement that for all householders amao years now, and many of those have been slipped as a
mobile capital an emergency services levy will be introducedtesult of this budget. In last year's budget—the pre-election
Once again, that is another tax that will fall on the battlers obudget, the sweetener budget, the ‘in the home straight’
South Australia and hurt ordinary people. budget—the Southern Expressway was expected to be
In addition, outside the budget papers, a water levy i€ompleted by December 1999. | now see from the budget
being introduced steadily across the metropolitan aregapers that that has blown out to December 2000.
another tax that will fall on households. There is a whole Mr Acting Speaker, | noted your comments, and the
range of measures, in a negative sense, in terms of taxatiocpmments of your colleague the member for Bright, in the
levies, charges and so on that will affect the ordinary peoplécal newspaper justifying why this had to happen. | must
of South Australia. | will not go into the detail now; they have say, | do not find them credible. I find this an absolute breach
been canvassed well and truly already. On the other side of an election promise that was made prior to the last
the ledger, in terms of expenditure, there is also a range @lection—that the Southern Expressway, this great economic
changes in this budget that will affect ordinary people, andoon to the south, would be completed by 1999. Mr Acting
the shadow Minister for Education, Children’s Services andSpeaker, if you and your colleagues had to plead with the
Training (my colleague, the member for Taylor) has alreadyGovernment to save it and to have it built, albeit a year late,
outlined some of the changes that will affect schools in thist says something very interesting about the Government that
State. | will go through some of those now for the record. it was even contemplating not having this expressway built.
As we know, the budget proposes a reduction of som&he Government’s whole strategy in the south over the past
$30 million in educational expenditure and the reduction ofcouple of terms was to build the Southern Expressway, and
about 100 teaching positions or 100 education positions. lit has broken a promise to the people there: it is now 12
addition to the $30 million, | understand that a large sum ofmonths late in its completion.
money will need to be found in the budget to pay for future In addition, according to the budget papers last year, the
salary increases and for other costs. During Question Tim€hristies Beach Police Station was to be built and completed
today we heard that grants to schools will be frozen, and wby June this year—that is, in a month. As anyone who drives
know that 30 schools will be closed. past knows, it is nowhere near being completed, and local
I am very concerned about the effect of those measures golice officers have complained about it to me. | now
my electorate of Kaurna. There are a number of schools in mynderstand from the budget papers that it will be slowed
electorate which have populations of about 200, and | amdown to January 1999, with the cost blowing out to
fearful that one of those schools, at least, could close, and th$B.917 million from an anticipated $2.75 million.
will be another impact on the battlers in my area. | am also Equally, the Christies Beach High School redevelopment,
concerned about the effect that it will have on school fees invhich was supposed to be completed in February 1998, has
my constituency, and | am sure that members in this place at#own out to May 1998. In relation to the Noarlunga Hospital,
equally concerned, because to put up school fees by $20 which the Minister for Human Services proclaimed, on the
$30 has a big impact in areas where there is a high level dfont page of last week'Southern Timgswas to be the
poverty and where there is a relatively low income level inbeneficiary of huge Government largess, the only amount
families. If the Government freezes the expenditure that it isllocated to the capital works was $360 000 to purchase more
prepared to spend on schools, and families have to find th&ind for the future expansion of the hospital. As we all know,
money, it really is a tax on children and a tax on schoolingthat is really a paper transfer, because the land is already
So, from a whole range of perspectives, extra burdens will bewned by the Government through another agency. That is
placed on the battlers of this State and the families of thishe only reference to it in the capital works. Mr Acting
State. Speaker, it is a good thing that you cannot interject from
In addition, the police budget has been cut. | particularlywhere you are sitting. It is the only reference to the Noarlunga
want to mention that, because in my district, at least, there islospital in the budget papers.
great concern about law and order issues and there were The papers state that $2.88 million will be spent on
promises to increase the number of police servicing that areaouthern metropolitan health facilities, but | imagine that that
I note from the comments of my colleague the member fowill be spent over a range of hospitals. | ask the Minister for
Elder (the shadow Minister for Police) that he estimates thatiluman Services to make clear to us now how much of that
50 jobs, at a cost of $4.4 million, will be cut out of the police money will be spent on the Noarlunga Hospital, because |
budget. If some of those jobs were to come out of my aredgear very little of that money will make its way to Noarlunga.
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| believe that the majority of it will be spent elsewhere—but,about how many jobs have been lost or about what is
if | am wrong, | am prepared to say so. In any eventhappening in her portfolio. | note in the Portfolio Statements
$2.88 million is not nearly enough: even if all of it were spenton 9.26 that, under the change to accrual budgeting, the
on the Noarlunga Hospital, it is not nearly enough to expandreasurer has agreed that DEHAA will be funded during
the hospital in the way that is required in the south. 1998-99 to achieve a break-even operating result, which is a
I now turn to the Murray Road redevelopment. A promisenet reduction of $3.375 million. | do not know how that
was made before the election—and, in fact, before theelates to the other figures | have given but it is obviously a
previous election—for the Murray Road development to becut.
completed by the end of this year. That has also been delayed It also indicates that expenses are expected to increase in
by another six months, so the anticipated completion date ihe national parks and botanic gardens area. There are extra
now June 1999. Commercial Road, which runs through myncreases in the environment protection area, but a reduction
electorate, was the subject of great activity by the formem revenue. All up, those expenses and revenues create a net
member for the electorate—with consultations, Ministers anéxpenditure increase of $5.4 million. Whether that is
who knows how much expenditure on consultation andexpenditure that must be found from the existing resources,
planning. There is no commitment in the budget to that at alll am not sure but, if the overall reduction is approximately
and there is no suggestion about when a commencement d&&6 million and there is $5 million-odd in extra expenses, that
will be given. means that severe cuts have been made across the budget in
At Noarlunga, the Gray Street and Murray Street tosome areas. As | say, the budget papers are not transparent;
Weatherald Terrace development is supposed to be finishéldey are difficult to follow. The budget papers contain a lot
by August 1999, but this development is significantlyof words, theory and argument but, when it comes down to
different from what was promised before the election. It wast, it is difficult to find out how much money is going into
also promised that a new bridge would be erected across tleach program area; and it is difficult to know how many jobs
Onkaparinga River, but that is no longer on the agenda. Thaire being created or lost.
is off for another eight to 10 years, and people in my | turn briefly to two other areas in this budget which will
electorate who live in that area will be very angry when theyimpact on people in the community, the first being the
receive this news. additional tax on gaming machines in hotels. As | understand
In relation to the Noarlunga community health relocation,it, some 80 per cent of Adelaide hotels will be affected. | have
in last year's budget a sum of $3.2 million was allocated tahree hotels with gaming machines in my electorate and one
complete the transfer of a number of human service providen the way. The proprietor of the hotel that is to have gaming
ers—the Royal District Nurses, Domiciliary Care and themachines tells me that, as a result of this impost, five fewer
Volunteer Transport Group, for example, were to be put intgobs will be created when his hotel is completed at the end of
their own stand-alone building. | note that this has nowthis year.
completely fallen off the agenda paper; there is no reference | think that that is a shame. As you know, Mr Acting
toitatall. So, this is an example of a cynical Government inSpeaker, the south needs all the jobs it can get. This extra
the last election including lots of goodies for the electorateGovernment impost will mean that five people in my
and after the election they just drop off or they have beerlectorate will be robbed of a job. The Government has
delayed. In fact, in this budget the Government has really puteated the hotel industry as a whipping boy. On the one hand
the south on the backburner as it goes about its business. it attacks the industry for doing things which it says it does
I now turn to the environment portfolio and, in so doing, not like, yet it is addicted to it in the same way that, sadly,
express my frustration at these supposedly transparent budgetme people in this State are addicted to gambling. This
papers. | am sure that everyone in this House has looke@overnment should come clean. If it wants to close down the
through them, but anyone who has had a particular look at thedustry, it should be up front and do it, but its approach is
environment section will no doubt be as frustrated as | imanti-business. It stops people who have invested money in the
trying to find out what is going on and what money is beingindustry from planning properly to work out where they are
spent on what programs. | would like to say more about thgoing.
budget at this time: unfortunately, | will have to wait untilthe It would not be acceptable in any other area of Govern-
Estimates process to try to get out of the Government whahent business. If it were done to wheat farmers, potato
is going on. | put on the record now—and | hope the Ministergrowers, dairy farmers or those in any other industry, we
is listening in her office—that | will be asking, line by line, would hear outcry from all over the place, and all members
what has happened to programs that were listed in last yeargpposite would protest. But because it affects the hotel
budget, because itis impossible to tell from this budget whaihdustry, a valuable part of our tourism and recreation
is happening to individual program lines. | will be asking for industries, nothing is said by members on the other side. Itis
very detailed information from the Minister in relation to that, passed off.
so | give her fair notice now. My other point is that the approximately $900 impost on
On page 5-7 of Budget Paper 2 there is demonstration dbxi drivers is an absolutely staggering increase in fees for
a very clear cut in the environment portfolio. The Environ-another small business area. It is remarkable that the Liberal
ment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs budget outlays for Party, which puts itself forward as the friend of small
1998-99 is $111 million. The estimated outcome for 1997-9&usiness, can, with a straight face, impose this huge extra
is $127 million, which is a cut of some $16 million from the increase in cost on what is a small business, in addition to the
outlays provided for this portfolio. | would like to know other costs it is applying in the transport area. It will mean
where those cuts will fall, what has been left out and what ishat people who use any form of transport at all will be
being spent on what. All | have is a couple of press releasgsaying through their nose.
from the Minister talking about some positive news—a bitof ~ This is a scabby, shabby and deceitful budget. It is based
extra money for the parks agenda and a couple of othamn the premise that you do not tell the people what is going
things—but none of the details about what has been left ofipn before an election: you wait until you sneak back into
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government and then do whatever you like. The Governmemhent figures, and that is a disgrace. South Australia has one
is doing the same thing with ETSA as it is doing in this of the highest, if not the highest, unemployment rates in
budget. If this Government had any integrity and honesty, imainland Australia; it has one of the highest unemployment
would go to the people. If it really believed that things haverates for youth unemployment; and this budget, brought down
changed so dramatically, it should go to the people now. Iby the Olsen-Liberal Government, gives projected economic
should tell the people its plans for taxation and for ETSA andyrowth of 2.75 per cent which, on any projected figures or on
let them make a judgment. any rational economic forecast, simply cannot cut into the
The fact is that, if the Government had said these thingsnemployment figures. That is a disgrace. The budget stands
before the last election, we would be in office, because theondemned if for no other reason than that it does not even
people would not have copped the proposals this Governmentedict a cut in South Australia’s unemployment figures. But,
is putting forward. Members opposite know it. The Premierthere is more.
might be hairy-chested about this because he does not intend We do not need to look only at the projected growth: we
sticking around for very long. He will be gone in two or three can look at the capital expenditure. In the current year there
years, but the remaining Government members will béhas been a slippage of $172 million. What does that mean to
worried when the next election comes. They will have to faceSouth Australians? What does that mean to capital projects

the people on this appalling and deceitful record. in the community? What does that mean to economic growth?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): Order!  This year's capital works budget of $1.243 million is actually
The honourable member’s time has expired. down $48 million compared with last year’s allocation. The

Government’s claim of an 8 per cent real increase in capital
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | echo the sentiments of the member works is based on comparing last year's underspend with this
for Kaurna and welcome the opportunity to follow him, year’s allocation. Since coming to office, this Government
because he certainly highlighted a number of inadequacies ltas underspent its capital budget by $747 million.
the budget for his electorate and the southern area. What a What a disgrace! What a shame! What about public sector
pity it is that this Government has chosen to ignore theemployment? We have another budget which once again rips
southern areas. Might | say that the forgotten south appeaiisto the public sector by cutting a further 550 public sector
to be one of the themes of this budget. Commitments thagorkers. When will it stop? There are 222 to go in education,
were given have not been followed through. I am sure that thiacluding 100 teachers. Before the last State election, this
Acting Speaker, being the diligent, active local member thaGovernment told us that the budget was on track, that we
he is and having campaigned strongly on the forgotten soutlvere in the home straight. What it did not tell us is that it was
and the fact that resources have not been shared evenly, widllking about the longest straight that any racecourse had ever
speak out very loudly not only in his local community but seen.
also in his Caucus room. | have no doubt about that, because Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
I know that he would not, in any way, shape or form, support Mr WRIGHT: | know that the member for Mawson is a
these broken promises about resources for the southern argaod supporter of Paul Keating. He makes out that he is a
I share with him a deep commitment for the southern arealLiberal but, really, when you get through to the core, this
What a pity it is that the south has been forgotten by thiparticular member for Mawson is a strong supporter of Paul
Liberal conservative Government! Now, of course, we havekeating, because he knows he went to the heart of the
two very active members, in the members for Kaurna angroblems of Australia’s economy and fixed up his industry.
Reynell, who will work assiduously for their local Iknow thatthe honourable member welcomes that, and | am
community. No doubt these resources will be very much apleased that he is on the record as being a strong supporter of
the forefront as local members travel around their southerPaul Keating. | am very pleased that he is bipartisan in his
electorates to ensure that the south is not forgotten. approach as to how the former Prime Minister ripped this
This budget stands universally condemned. With itseconomy into gear. The budget introduces further cuts to
massive tax imposts, its rises in public transport fares, itservices.
further cuts to the public sector and no employment growth, Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
it stands universally condemned. Itis for everyone to lookat The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
and for everyone to comment on. Further, this dishonest Mr WRIGHT: The member for Mawson talks about
Government claims a $150 million black hole that no-one campork. Despite his interruptions and rudeness, | would suggest
find in the budget. The Treasurer and the Premier cannahat he is only jealous because he is involved not in pork but
identify this black hole in the budget and so, if for no otherin beef. He is the member for cows. If anyone is to represent
reason, the community of South Australia, universally, hashe dairy industry, and if anyone will represent cows, it will
the right to condemn this budget. This $150 million blackbe the member for Mawson. When he talks about pork, there
hole and the so-called mini-budget with which the communityis a conflict of interest, so he should not talk about pork. He
of South Australia is now being threatened are simplyshould not sling off at former Prime Ministers, whether they
blackmail. be Labor or Liberal. He should show some respect for the
Mr Condous interjecting: position. When people get into ministerial positions, irrespec-
Mr WRIGHT: | am very pleased that the member for tive of which political Party they belong to, they must be
Colton firmly agrees. This Government threatens theshown a degree of respect. Itis like when someone becomes
community with a mini-budget. As with the proposed sale ofchairman of a committee: you have to show due respect.
ETSA, this budget is a con on the people of South Australia. Let me return to the substance of the argument. This
The projected economic performance of this budget idbudget introduces further cuts to services and massive
disastrous. If one looks at the growth and job targets, one seegreases in taxes. This budget has a total tax grab of
that the budget predicts employment growth of 1 per cen$250 million, and that is even before the emergency services
next year from 2.75 per cent economic growth. That is simplyax. The Olsen Liberal budget will hit the pockets of every
unrealistic. This growth will not cut into our high unemploy- South Australian. No South Australian will be spared by a
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budget which taxes families and ordinary South Australianswith the redistribution: he will be going back to milking his
The increases will hit every South Australian family. cows on a full time basis.

The tax grab includes stamp duty on compulsory third The new Minister, the former Premier, announced on
party insurance—not much of a jump, from $15 to $60 in onel7 February 1998 that all of a sudden the $130 million
hit! Secondly, stamp duty on general insurance will rise fronredevelopment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital would be
8 per centto 11 per cent. That is an increase of only about 4880 million. All of a sudden we had lost $50 million, but
per cent: anything you insure, whether it be house, car, boainfortunately it got worse for the people in the western
or household contents, will attract an extra 40 per cent.  suburbs. We have an announcement that it will be cut back

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: to $43 million. We have an announcement in this budget that

Mr WRIGHT: [am not sure about that, but | guess theyall of a sudden the project for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
do. There is a new broader based emergency service levy avill go from $130 million pre-election, back to $80 million,
property holders. Once again the family car and family home&nd now back to $43 million. That is a huge reduction.
are hit again. We have no details of this, except to know that Just let me say that it gets even worse for this Govern-
it will reap about $50 million and will be introduced in July ment, which has brought down a fraudulent budget.
1999. All other fees and charges jump on average by 4.5 p&ir Deputy Speaker, you would have noted, being a well-read
cent. Up go your speeding fines, fees for installation of watestudent as you are, that the Premier has said in advertisements
meters, connection charges, fees for photocopying of couthat there is a $43 million project for the Queen Elizabeth
documents—and so the list goes on and on. Hospital. As if it is not bad enough that it has gone from

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: $130 million to $43 million—and | refer the member for

Mr WRIGHT: | am coming to that. If the member for Mawson to Budget Paper 2—

Mawson would sit back and listen and take a bit of care and An honourable member interjecting:

time, | will come to that. Public transport fares leap by 7 per Mr WRIGHT: For this year there is no figure, but | will
cent. That will of course affect his constituents in the outeigive you $4.3 million for 1998-99. If we look to next year,
suburbs, some of whom would catch public transport to coméhere is $14 million and in 2001 it goes to $11 million, but
into the city to work. In case he is not aware, that will costthen it drops off the forward estimates. So, we do not find
them approximately $100 a year. The honourable membe§43 million in the forward estimates: we find, including the
should put that in his next newsletter to inform his constitu-$4.3 million in this budget, a total of $29.3 million, and that
ents what this Olsen budget will do. is well short of the $43 million. This is something else that

I turn now to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The way inthe Olsen Government stands condemned for. The member
which the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has been handled by thfsr Mawson should not leave yet. | know that he does not like
Government and the previous Liberal Government is ironicthe truth.

I remind the House that, on 19 January 1996, the then 1 invite the Minister for Human Services, the former
Minister for Health announced, ‘Government plansPremier, to come to the western suburbs and explain to the
$130 million redevelopment of the Queen Elizabethpeople why we have had a project, promised pre-election to
Hospital.” That was very good news. Certainly there waghe magnitude of $130 million, which is now down to
bipartisan support with regard to that. The Queen Elizabetf43 million. | would be more than happy to take the Minister
Hospital is an icon, particularly in the western community.around the western suburbs in case he does not know where
It has serviced, in particular, the western community verythey are and in case he does not know how to find the Queen
well since it was built in 1952, and this redevelopment wasElizabeth Hospital. If the Minister and the Premier are still
something that we all looked forward to. talking, the Minister could bring the Premier with him. That

The Minister went on to say that the construction andwvould certainly be something that we all would like to see.
operation of new public and private hospital facilities as part | now turn to education. In this budget 30 schools will
of a proposed redevelopment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospitalose or amalgamate and 100 teachers will go. Further, there
campus will be taking place. The aim was a total campusvill be a three year freeze on Government supply grants
redevelopment, including upgrading of or replacing the mair{these are the grants that cover basic items such as paper,
public hospital building. He said that patient amenities wereomputers, ink, desks, chairs and rubbish collection—things
poor and the hospital design itself was not conducive tdhat one would have thought were reasonably important to the
efficient modern health care: facilities were substandard. good education of the children of our State). This freeze will

On 13 September 1996, in his next statement, the thedio nothing but increase the fees that parents have to pay, and
Minister for Health said that the Queen Elizabeth Hospitalit will force schools to increase their fees so that they can
redevelopment—still $130 million—was moving into its next maintain their services. Last Friday, at the Centre for
phase. The next statement occurred on 17 February 199Bconomic Studies, the Treasurer said, ‘If there is no ETSA
post the last State election, and this was made by the nesale, there will be increases in class sizes.” This is another
Minister and former Premier, the member for Mawson’s oldexample of blackmail by this Government. All this means less
mate—his old mate, not his new mate. support for schools, greater pressure on our education system

Mr Koutsantonis: Who did he vote for? and a lower standard for our children.

Mr WRIGHT: He has turned and changed and done a Referring to public transport, | have already mentioned the
few different tricks. | do not know who he will vote for next 7 per cent increase, which will mean an extra $100 a year for
time. So far as | understand it, he has voted for the formecity users of public transport and an extra $1 per week for our
Premier, and now the new Premier. When it comes aroundhildren. This is a nightmare outcome for families who rely
next time, | am not sure whether he will go back to the oldon bus, train or tram transport. The taxes to which | have
Premier or for a new candidate. | know that he will not stayalluded are an absolute disgrace. This tax budget will hurt the
with the new Premier, because he knows that the new Premipeople who can least afford it. These taxes are an appalling
is on the nose and he is sitting in a marginal seat with thé@npost on the greatest number of members of our community.
possibility of McLaren Vale being chopped off his electorateMotor vehicle registration, compulsory third party insurance,
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drivers licences, stamp duty on general insurance, fees amavaited results for job growth will have to wait. Already
charges (to jump by 4.5 per cent) and gaming machine taxasider John Olsen’s leadership 14 000 jobs have been lost
will all increase. In addition, there is the new and broadefrom the public sector, and another 500-plus job losses are
emergency services levy on the family home, car, caravaestimated for this financial year. This means that hundreds of
and trailer which will bite in during July 1999. thousands of dollars are lost to fund Government services and

The increases will hit the pockets of those families leasprograms as a result of redundancy payments, as well as a
able to afford them. These taxes are regressive in naturlass of wage packets to the community worth millions of
Those people who can most afford it may barely notice thelollars. Community organisations such as SACOSS and the
difference, but those people who have little savings and/or nohurches have undertaken research which shows that many
ability to absorb these massive tax hikes have been hit for sixetrenched workers of 45 or more years of age may never be
Why is it that all these tax increases have been forced upaable to find work again in South Australia under the current
the community of South Australia in one hit? Why is it that socio-economic conditions. Of course, the Government’s
the Premier now goes over the top with his massive tax hikeprivatisation agenda will not be able to guarantee job security
It is because of the leadership crisis that has existed withifor those workers currently employed in the public sector
the Liberal Party for the last 4% years and beyond. It isvhose organisation is to be privatised, regardless of what the
because of the Brown-Olsen leadership crisis. If they couldPremier said today.

have got their house in order, if they could have organised After privatisation there will be more job losses and more
themselves properly, these taxes would have been introducggy packets lost to the community—not to mention the
presumably on a gradual basis which might have beefecrease in services to the community from public utilities
sustainable by the community. S ~ such as SA Water and maintenance delays in ETSA and
What about the smugness of the Premier in his televisiomptima Energy due to outsourcing and retrenchments which
advertisements? These advertisements say the budget is tOL&J?éady have led to maintenance staff shortages, something
but fair. Whom is he kidding? Where is the fairness? Fokhat we will have to deal with in the future. The Olsen
Whom_is it fan’” These adver.tisements show that the Goverreovernment’s 1997 budget announcement very much talked
ment is having trouble selling the budget. State taxes anghout the employment figures. A $1.29 billion capital works
charges now take up a higher proportion of average weeklrogram to create work’ was blazoned all over our headlines,
earnings than applies anywhere else in Australia. What abow;t what is the reality now 12 months down the track? We
a GST? What about when the GST is introduced? | wagave a capital works budget (which is supposed to boost jobs)

pleased to note that at the weekend the old war horse Jolat is actually $48 million less than last year's capital works
Hewson re-entered the debate about the GST. This budgetigdget.

nothing more than political blackmail. The Premier and the
Treasurer continue their bullying and political blackmail as;
they try to sell an unsaleable budget.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member’s time has expired. The honourable member f
Torrens.

As has been said, over $747 million has been withdrawn

rom successive capital works budgets over the last four
years. Much needed building and maintenance programs have
Obeen held up in the areas of health and education. Members
%n the Government side may have seen a recent television

program which showed the poor state of repair of buildings

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): This State budget is not in the public sector and which compared these to third world

only a low employment budget but an attack on families Withcondltlons_. Whilst there were minor drops in the ynemploy-
medium to low incomes. To describe the State budget as ent rate in May 1998, according to the Australian Bureau

horror budget is an understatement for those families in th8 Statistics current unemployment in this State St'”. hovers
at the 9.5 per cent mark, and youth unemployment in South

community who already are reeling from job losses, & . ) : .
reduction in income, increases involving State Governmen@:r?ttra“a remains the highest in the country at some 38 per

services such as Housing Trust rents—
Members interjecting: After five years of Liberal Government promises on jobs
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for We still have chronic and record unemployment levels in
Torrens is speaking at the present time. She needs rﬁputh AUS.traI?a which are still riSing. Thisis a disgrace and
assistance from any other member in the House. is not taking into account Federal and State Government
Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Sir; | know that members predictions of a negative effect on the employment market as
opposite are not pleased to hear this. There is also a 25 paresult of the Asian monetary crisis. The Government is not
cent increase in water charges, increases in the cost Bfing fair dinkum with the community in terms of tackling
medical and pharmaceutical appliances and drugs, and the i§Ps growth and in terms of delivering training programs.
goes on. The Government tells us that the current round dfrior to the 1997 State budget the Olsen Government had
Government tax increases, fees and charges is necessary dfderspent the capital works budget by over $2 million. This
that after the pain there will be gain. If we look at the history$2 million could have been used for job development projects
of the Liberals in Government since 1993 we find that they© offset some of the pressures on families who rely on
are on record as stating that 20 000 jobs would be creatégentrelink unemployment relief and given to assist our ailing
annually. Close analysis shows that the Government is mofeousing, health and education sectors.
than 60 000 short of its jobs target and that 60 000 wage and There is $1.243 billion earmarked for capital works in this
salary packages have been lost to the community becauseysar’'s State budget. A perusal of the budget capital works
that lack of job creation. So, try convincing small businessstatement for 1998-99 shows that, once again, the Govern-
and the community generally that this is not a net loss to thenent has underspent the capital works budget by
State’s economy. $172 million. Incredibly, this year's capital works budget,
The community can be forgiven for being cynical in the which is supposed to boost jobs, is, as | have said, actually
Government’s ‘Pain now, gain later’ strategy. The long-$48 million less than last year's capital works budget.
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If the Government was serious about wanting to achievéf the Premier thinks that he can employ bully-boy tactics by
employment growth, | find it contradictory that, on the oneusing the privatisation of ETSA and Optima as a carrot and
hand, it would hold back over $250 000 from Governmentstick approach to employment growth, he can think again.
spending in one year and yet, on the other hand, deliveFhe community will reject this approach, as do members on
$48 million less to the capital works program for this this side of the House. Regardless of how the Premier tried
financial year. That amount of capital could have been usetb cover it up today, he has issued the threat that 10 000
to employ and train younger and older unemployed Soutko 20 000 public sector jobs will be lost if ETSA and Optima
Australians and relieve the distress and despair which thegre not sold. There are no guarantees that jobs will be
and the community feel. Are we to expect that funds projectforthcoming if the power industry is sold to a private
ed for capital works in this year’s State budget will also becompany. The Government is on record as stating that it
held back for a surplus in next year’s budget, once agaicsannot guarantee that jobs will not be lost after public utilities
denying much needed employment relief and trainingare privatised.
opportunities for South Australians? Judging by this Govern- The use of the stick and the threat of a State mini-budget
ment’s track record, that is exactly what we will see, becaus# ETSA and Optima are not sold will not dupe the public.
deception by the leadership of this Government appears to Bghe community knows that existing taxes and proposed new
the order of the day. Liberal taxes in the future as well as this proposed State mini-

It is those families who are the least well off and peoplebudget will occur whether or not the power industry is
on low and medium wages who will suffer as a result of thisprivatised. We need to realise that: this mini-budget is still on
harsh State budget. Increases in taxes, fees, charges ahd agenda regardless of what happens.
levies (which we are getting used to) are estimated to cost By privatising our power industry we will lose an industry
$1 739 per head of population in South Australia during thighat delivers significant revenue to the public sector. If we
financial year. This is certainly not ‘a beautiful set of sell off all profitable State industries, how will South
numbers’, if | may coin the phrase. If this figure of $1 739 isAustralia generate funds for its future needs and to prop up
broken down to a weekly figure, it means that the averageervices which are not profitable but which are essential to
person in South Australia will pay $33-plus extra per weekthe community? We will not be able to guarantee a reliable
For those on a fixed income or pensioners who do not haveontinuity of power supply to industry. What is the carrot that
a motor vehicle and who may not be affected by the increases to be dangled in front of manufacturers to set up operations
in motor insurance, traffic expiation notices and the like,in South Australia in the future if we cannot deliver that
costs will increase by a minimum of $13 per week. How will continuity of supply? We have lost the opportunity to argue
people on pensions or a fixed income be able to afford thedhat we are a low tax State, so what benefits, other than a
increases in their cost of living, not to mention those peopleompetitive and secure supply of power at a reasonable price,
on an average weekly income, which we are told is $545exist to encourage industry to set up business in South
There are people in my electorate who receive well belowAustralia?
that figure, well below $20 000 or $25 000 a year. There is also the increased price of electricity which

As | have said, these increases do not take into accoumsually precedes privatisation. In the case of the power
increases in the cost of water, electricity, prescriptionsindustry, there is also price equalisation to take into account,
Housing Trust rent, education and the rest. So, we must aslecause this is crucial for regional and rural industry and
ourselves how we expect these people to manage. A constittensumers. Linking the privatisation of the power industry
ent of mine who receives an invalid pension contacted myo the saving of 20 000 jobs in South Australia is nothing
office last week to illustrate how an increase in Housing Trusshort of blackmail, as many members on this side have said,
rent negated any benefit gained from the Federal budgednd | believe it will significantly backfire. Privatisation will
Another constituent who suffers from a terminal iliness toldhurt rural and metropolitan-based industries and lead to
me that she now pays $20 for four tablets when she used farther company closures and increased unemployment.
get eight to 10 tablets for the same amount. These tablets last | want to make a point about the rural community. | think
her for only a few days and they are essential to her fight foit is most disappointing for people in country regions to know
life. How will these constituents manage under theseahat members onthe Government side will not support them

circumstances? in this House. In fact, they have abandoned them. So, we
Mr Koutsantonis: They won't. must ask ourselves: why will privatisation backfire? It is
Mrs GERAGHTY: That's right. They just will not because the power industry, which will then be in private

manage, and they will go without medication or food. hands, will seek independently of Government to fix the price
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: of power for consumers, and we will see major price

Mrs GERAGHTY: It is interesting that the Minister increases. The pricing of our privatised water supply is
laughs, because I think this is quite serious. As my colleagualready being argued. Therefore, | reject the Premier’s budget
the member for Lee said, bus fares are rising. Bus fares at tiiermula and the deception of his privatisation agenda, and
peak hour rate were $8.50 and they are now $9.50; the offparticularly his threat of 20 000 additional job losses, which
peak bus fare was $5.30 and it is now $6.50 (a 7 per cens of most concern.
increase). The community notices these things. Whilst the The Government has lost touch with the ordinary people
sums involved may not appear to be large on the face of iin South Australia who want to see job security encouraged
for many members of the community the financial marginsand stimulation of the economy by the Government. Instead,
are so tight that the difference can mean going withouthey are being fed deception after deception. We see big
groceries or not being able to pay gas, electricity, water oexecutive salaries on the increase and failed business deals
telephone bills. That is the reality that we are seeing more angegotiated by the Government, such as Galaxy. Regardless
more frequently today. of what the Premier said about that matter, a great many

Community, church and trade union organisations haveeople who were working for Galaxy are now in difficult
registered their protest at such a harsh and devastating budggtcumstances.
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Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: their communities. | raised the issue of whether or not these
Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, | know. The Government has schools were safe from closure prior to the State election and
put those people into a difficult position, because they wereould not obtain an answer from the Government and still
using the income from their new-found job to help pay theircannot. These parents deserve to know what the future
mortgage or to purchase a new vehicle or an essential servipeospects are for their children. They deserve to be able to
they needed. Now, they are without that income and fingblan where their children will go to school and to have a
themselves in financial difficulties. There is this indecent ruststable environment for their school.
to sell our key Government enterprises without the evidence e are also threatened with losing another 100 teachers.
of a net social and economic gain, services are being reducethis is really modest compared with the previous attacks the
and the list goes on. Government has had on teacher numbers. | suggest that this
I will conclude my remarks on the following note: one is an indication of the Government’s commitment to our
thing that South Australians have learnt is that under Premieathildren—
Olsen’s Liberal Government there is simply pain after pain, pr Koutsantonis: Lack of!

and there s certainly no gain. Ms RANKINE: Itis an indication of its commitment, yes,
because there is none. Public school fees are set to rise. The

in fact, | feel very sorry for members opposite, because the chools just cannot cope with the ever reducing funds being

will have to go to their electorate and convince their constituioi%i?vggzlg;% :2‘2;”6(;:6; dvmli sb\(/aviﬁ ﬁ:\j/:c;'ﬂﬂ '2 ignr]ar:;
ents that this is a fair budget. 9 ; geimp

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: on low fee schools such as those in my electorate. The
; . . arents who send their children to these schools are average
Ms RANKINE: Yes, how can they? Since this budgetp : . ;
was brought down my office has been inundated with peopl orking people. King's Baptist Grammar School, for

coming in and saying, ‘What on earth is this Governmen xample, has had a huge increase in the number of students

X . e ver the past couple of years. It has 25 per cent school card
doing to us, the ordinary people?' | have had approaches frog\udents. The principal wrote to me raising an interesting

families, young people and aged people. Every one of the ~.
will be hit{)y thg greepdy, grubb%/ taxpgra% of this éovernment.l.ss:ewt;?::%re ;2(; b\l,ngS(tact) Vggsesbt;%lﬁg:et ddngr{el r&/lpi):ilg,erh((aHsoild.
They will be hit by !eV'eS' stamp _dUt'eS and fee Increases. : MalcolmgBuckb{/, MP) to clarify thefundingallocation formula
have to try to explain to these ordinary, hard-working people  which is used to determine the size of the total allocation to the
what they will or will not get out of this budget. Theiraimis  non-government school sector.
to give their families the best opportunities in life. What is- This working party has not met, therefore
this Government delivering to them? It is delivering job - The significant difficulties that arose at the end of 1997 regarding
insecurity. The budget papers say that 550 more Public the funding allocation to non-government schools have not been
Service jobs will be axed. They describe it by saying, ‘agenc addressed. . .
estimates indicate there might be a reduction’. I reckon thaf '€ Government has gone ahead with no consultation, no
is a fair bet. meetmg_of th|§ working party and no_detall about the cuts,
These people deserve the right to plan a future for theif"d @gain ordinary working people will suffer.
families without this constant threat of an axe hanging over he Government also plans to means test students for
their head. It seems to me that this Government has given Up/blic fransport concessions. It refers to high income families
on creating jobs as it blunders from one disaster to anothei€ceiving concessions. Are these the same high income
Millions and millions of dollars are handed out to enterpris-families it cut from the school card? No-one has a problem
es—overseas companies and interstate companies—and nd¥{Eh the rich and the wealthy not receiving concessions, but
of it is tied to jobs for our young people. My constituents it iS not high income families, it is ordinary working people
want jobs for their kids. On-the-job training is important Who continue to be hit and who continue to struggle and
because it provides enormous benefits to our young peop@gttle to give their children a good education. They are the
but they need real jobs at the end of the day. When thignes this Government targets constantly.
Government was elected it promised 20 000 jobs a year. What will my residents receive in the area of transport?
What is its record? As the Leader said yesterday, we have loghe budget papers say that the Government intends to
15 100 jobs over 10 months. The record of the currentevitalise public transport as a cost efficient customer friendly
Premier is the loss of 10 000 jobs since he took over the reinsgervice, promote cross suburban links between public
and yesterday he talked about the loss of another 10 000 ttansport and suburban centres and address the mobility needs
20 000 jobs if we do not sell ETSA. Again he is threateningof those who are disadvantaged by virtue of low income or
the people of South Australia disability. Fine words and exemplary aims, but it will achieve
Mr Koutsantonis: He doesn't care. this by putting up fares by 7 per cent. Does it really consider
Ms RANKINE: No. As the member for Peake says, ‘He that to be encouragement—by increasing fares and means
does not care’, but when he was tackled about it he backd@sting students?
away at a million miles an hour. What can my constituents The Government has managed to counter this by making
expect in relation to the education of their children? Againcar ownership and the operation of a motor vehicle very
more threats of school closures. Again it is described as ‘difficult, as my colleague the member for Peake so cleverly
modest program of about 30 school closures’. | would hat@ointed out yesterday. There will be increases in driver's
to see a full frontal attack on our schools! The Governmenlicences, stamp duty on third party insurance whilst reducing
is asking us to believe that it does not know what schools ithe eligibility claim and a levy on one’s vehicle. This is fine
will target. If it knows it will close roughly 30 schools, it has if you rent a trendy, inner city apartment and you are not
to have some idea about which schools it is talking. | haveeliant on public transport—but even they will be hit every
three schools in my electorate with student numbers less thaime they hop in a taxi. This is an absolute disgrace. The
that of Croydon Primary School. They are vital links within impost this Government has brought in on taxi drivers will

Ms RANKINE (Wright): | rise today without any envy;
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send a lot of taxi owners to the wall, and clearly it willimpact Ms RANKINE: Itis an absolute disgrace. We cannot get
on tourism. a patrol base in the vast council area of Tea Tree Gully. They
The electors of Wright are reliant on their cars becaus€o not even know when we are likely to get a police station—
they live a long distance out of the city. They are reliant onand this is the vision for the future!
public transport. What are they getting? They cannot even get Mr Koutsantonis: They don't listen.
car parking to use the bus interchange at the village shopping Ms RANKINE: No, they don't listen. And what about the
centres. Daily we have approximately 100 cars parking in th@otels? There is not a lot of sympathy out there for hoteliers,
streets or threatened with fines from the shopping centré®r publicans. I must place on record that, if | had been in this
management because we cannot get car parking for otfouse at the time of the vote to introduce poker machines, |
people. would not have supported it. However, it is time that this
In relation to law and order, it is time this Government Government looked a little more deeply when it brings in
came clean about Focus 21. The vision for the future ofhese imposts. | have had contact with publicans. They are not
policing in South Australia has been nothing but a disastePid Wheeler dealers out there. | have a publican who started
It has been a disaster for the police and the people. Membef$ @ barman and who is purchasing his own hotel. Jobs will
only have to look at some of the comments made in th€© in his hotel and he is looking to have to make up $1 000

Police Journalover the past few months. In one article in & day. ] _
February one police officer said: We are constantly asked what we would do if we were in

... ‘Future directions'—that buzz phrase the SAPOL elite hasOffice. The Leader spelled this out yesterday when he said
caught onto. . arecent national survey indicated that 78 per cent [of|that Labor would seek to increase the economy with a
South Australians were generally satisfied with the services prOVi_degtrategy to get peop]e back to work and’ in the process, get

by police: the highest rating of any police service in ; ; i ;
Australia . . That was pre-Focus 21. . . Why such major chang more revenue from higher levels of economic activity. Quite

when so little has obviously been called.for it is with bewilder- eTran.kIy, we can forgive the Leader for making such an
ment that we become aware of operational budgets being significar@bvious comment when we look at the record of this Govern-
ly cut so as to feed moneys into the cost of changétiscommon  ment. Labor would declare war on the Liberals’ waste. We
knowledge that some employees were given significant pay rises ju§joyld cut some of the Liberals’ dodgy deals, such as the
for the privilege of working on a project team within Focus 21. $15 million spent on Australis and the $30 miII,ion spent on
The March issue contains an article about the roster systeffj, =g building. We would not have signed the cogenera-
that has been implemented under Focus 21, and reads: tion deal that has led to the loss of nearly $100 million. We

The harsh and oppressive nature of the 12-week roster appe e . :
to be a constant topic of discussion lately. And the injustices go wel uld not spend the $30 million b?'“g paid to Morgan
tanley to sell off the power companies.

beyond affecting members only. They extend to the families, friend
and established life styles of those members. Labor would cut the Olsen Government’s self-serving and
In April, a letter from a police constable in Port Pirie stated:wasteful political advertising and would cut the number of
| have never bothered in 20 plus years in the job to put pen t@&Xxecutives earning over $100 000. Also, Labor would not
paper over any issue as most times | was more than happy to ggpend the $50 million spent by the Olsen Government on

along with what was being done. But | am far from happy at theni h-flying consultants such as Kortlang, Burke, Kennedy
moment and the reason is that | am a career copper, someone w oy ! '

joined the job from school at 17% years of age and full of hope  and Anderson. . ]
lost all hope last week when we 'had a visit to our workplace by ~Not long ago we had a series of questions from Govern-
Focus 21—what a load of crap they tried to sell us, all these beautituhent members to their Ministers about what they would do

plrlotﬂosa's- - My big pIrOtt)'II(Iam is:rt‘a“S“” care abf“‘g‘gl")b 'jOL”ed ith the $2 million a day savings. | sat and thought about
all those years ago, I still want to come to work and do my share. I . ,

still enjoy the work! Another problem is that | am a dinosaur and still hat | would do W'th_ just $50 mIII_Ion savings fr_om_the
work as if the hierarchy care about their workers. consultants. To start with, | would build a police station in the

These are the views of the people on the ground, the peopfdectorate of Wright. | would ensure that our police numbers
who put their lives at risk every day. But the concern does not/ere up to scratch; that our police officers had rosters which
stop with the rank and file: it is with the upper echelons of thethey could work and which did notimpact adversely on their
Police Department as well. Only a week or so ago | receiveégMilies. | would make sure our public transport commuters
a letter from the General Manager of one of the food market§ad somewhere to park their cars so that they could use the
in my electorate, who had been meeting with a number of-Bann. | would not be means testing students. | would
senior police officers in relation to serious crimes that wergebuild the burnt out unit at Fairview Park Primary School,
being committed against his premises at Sunnybrook. H&nd I would not be closing our schools or slashing teacher
wrote to me that his discussions with the police officersnumbers. | would make sure that people had decent health
included the following: services.

The current amount of trouble in the area obviously needs alot  Only a couple of weeks ago the 65 year old grandmother
more police patrols, but it was pointed out they do not have enougbf some of my constituents was buried the day she was

resources. rescheduled to have surgery. She needed urgent heart surgery
This House must be getting sick and tired of my raising thisand, after being prepped for surgery, was told that her surgery
issue as | have done time and again. Under Focus 21 the Patad been cancelled and she was asked to leave the Royal
subdivision was dismantled. The officers from Para HillsAdelaide Hospital. The same thing happened to my personal
were transferred and Salisbury Police Station ended up withssistant. Her father was prepped at four o’clock in the
17 fewer police officers. The Tea Tree Gully patrol base wasgnorning at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and at eight o’clock
transferred to Para Hills. We no longer have a police patrahe was handed a telephone and told, ‘Ring your family and
base in the whole of Tea Tree Gully; they are operating oufell them to come and get you; your surgery has been
of their area. Did we get a new police station in this budgetZancelled. We don't have an intensive care bed for you.’ That
No, we did not. Focus 21 is not a vision for the future; it isis after the families had been through all the stress and trauma
a dim vision for South Australians. of preparing themselves for this life-threatening surgery. No
Mr Koutsantonis: It's a disgrace. ifs, no buts: “You’re on your way out; we don't have a bed.’
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I have had doctors ringing me, telling me how bad thethe recommendations of the Audit Commission and with the
situation is at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Coopers & Lybrand review of public housing in South

| would have surgery made available for people like myAustralia, as well as the philosophy on housing for people on
71 year old constituent who needs a hip operation. She isw incomes being maintained by the Howard Government.
crawling around the floor, cleaning her home and doing jobs. Those of us in Labor circles readily recognise that we have
She cannot participate in any of the social activities she usetbt always got it right in public housing and that, indeed, in
to participate in, nor can she continue with any of her charityecent years, when there was an attempt under the Hawke-
works. So, with $50 million a year | am sure | could fit in Keating Governments to overcome the problem of massive
those things and also some of those that the member faublic housing towers in the Eastern States, there was some
Peake would like for his electorate. fallout for States such as South Australia that had a good

In conclusion, | do not envy members opposite: | thinktrack record in public housing. But the fact that one group of
that they have a very tough job. | take comfort from the factpeople did not do as well as they would have liked is no
that | am telling my constituents that we are not responsibleéeason to compound the situation. And what we have now is
for this disgraceful attack on every family, every younga Government committed to reducing the public housing
person and every aged person in our community. stock from 60 000 houses in South Australia to about 43 000

in the year 2012.

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Others have coveredmany | ask members to consider what that means for people in
of the areas that | would normally like to raise, and theour community. It has an impact at many different levels. One
member for Kaurna, particularly, has talked about some ofs to produce welfare housing instead of low income hous-
the issues down south. In Reynell we have schools that airg—and there is an important difference between the two
small and therefore now vulnerable. These schools argotions. Low income housing recognises that, for workers
providing particular services for their community, and | will and retirees on low incomes, it is not easy to own a home or
speak about these issues in another debate. We also have theeadily obtain a home in the private rental market. It also
issue of security. Time and again | have contacting my officgprovides a break on market forces; it acts as an incentive for
people who feel insecure because they cannot see a policesponsible land development; and it allows a mixture in the
presence and they can see a lot of people who do not feebmmunity in that we do not have all welfare housing in one
connected to our community, who do not feel they have glace, compounding problems faced by families in welfare
future and who are therefore at a loose end and oftehousing.
aggravated and aggravating. These people want to see aThe notion of public housing for low income people, as
police presence in their community. opposed to welfare housing, has important social conse-

Whilst | acknowledge that there has been an increase iguences that have been canvassed very well in this State by
the number of police at the Christies Beach Police Statiorhoth Hugh Stretton and Lionel Orchard, and | do not intend
there are still not enough to provide security for these peopleo go through all those issues now. But when we look at what
There is not enough opportunity for the police to relateis happening in South Australia, with the announced program
directly with the community to give them some ideas as tdor targeted welfare housing, and consider the impact on the
how they can feel safer and more powerful in their environcommunity, we have to look at such things as what it means
ment. for those families when they are told that, once they receive

Education and health are major issues in my electorate, batgood income, they will no longer have a right of tenure.
the one | want to speak about, because it has not yet receiv@dhat incentive is there for members of a family who have a
much attention, is housing. In so doing | acknowledge thahouse that they find comfortable, secure and reliable on a
this budget does quite a good job in relation to housingtemporary basis to improve their income situation if the
Unfortunately, | have to qualify my comments. ‘Quite a goodconsequence of their getting a job is that they lose their
job’ means that the State Government did not reduce ithouse? To me, the impact of that is just ludicrous. And what
commitment to housing expenditure when the Commonlosing their house means is that their children are likely to
wealth did. Under the Commonwealth-State Housinghave to move schools—children who, if they are in a family
Agreement it was very likely that the State would havewhere there have been difficulties and a requirement for
reduced its commitment. So, | congratulate the Governmentelfare housing, probably already have a large number of
on maintaining at least this year’s expenditure. social and educational challenges to overcome. They have

However, as with so many areas, the cuts under previoysrobably just settled into a school, embarked on a good,
budgets are only just being rectified. We can get some idesecure education program and, when one of their parents gets
of the change in the priority accorded to public housing bya job, they have to move house, leaving their school and their
this State Government by looking at the figures over the padtiends.
few years. In 1993-94, 795 new houses were constructed; in Ms Rankine interjecting:

1994-95, 716 new houses were constructed, 87 houses were Ms THOMPSON: It is social deprivation, as the member
purchased and 374 houses were upgraded. Until that time, tfier Wright says. They have to leave their friends and the
number of houses upgraded was not recorded, so we see soemironment in which they are feeling comfortable and start
new figures here. In 1995-96, the number of new houseagain. In terms of the protection of the public housing stock,
constructed was down to 383—less than half the level inf someone knows that they will have to leave their house if
1993-94—with 51 houses being purchased. In 1996-97, 7they get a job, what incentive is there to grow a garden, to
houses were constructed, five houses were purchased and 6&&er a lawn, to plant a tree and to provide a nice environ-
houses were upgraded. In 1997-98, 75 new houses weneent, as well as improving the value of Housing Trust stock?
constructed, 45 were purchased and 850 were upgraded. For Siting all welfare housing in one area impacts on both the
1998-99, the estimate is for a mere 110 houses to be cosehools and the health services in the area. As | said, those
structed and for 945 to be upgraded. What we see is who require assistance through welfare housing often have
shrinking public housing stock. This is entirely in line with a series of problems within the family. Where there are many
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children in one school who come from families that are facingotally unacceptable for a number of reasons: first, they could
disruption and disadvantage, the school has to work extremeet afford $180 a week; and, secondly, all their family and
ly hard to raise the expectations of those children in terms cfupport was located in the south, either at Morphett Vale or
their own educational and social achievements. We all knowlitchell Park. For a family with limited means, travelling to
that it is easier to develop our own talents and skills if thosa/ictor Harbor was just impossible. As | have already said,
around us have high expectations and achievements and weir oldest child had finally settled into Christie Downs
have a challenging environment in which people are alPrimary School and was at last achieving. They were fearful
seeking to succeed and excel. of the impact of the disruption to his education. They had
If a school is located in an area which comprises mainlhbeen to agent after agent and were simply told that they had
welfare housing, it is extremely likely that there will be a low four children, they had two pets and they were living on
level of education among the parents and, therefore, a lot afelfare with no immediate prospects of leaving the welfare
suspicion and fear of education at times, and children who dsupport system. This family was living out of a suitcase in the
not have the advantages of being read to from the time thetyvo-bedroom unit of his father—where three adults were
were babies. The literacy and numeracy challenges in thesdready living—because they found their rental house so dirty
areas are quite high. There is no need to compound thend disgusting that they did not want to expose their five
situation for these children by locating them all in an area ofmonth old baby to any more time in it.
welfare housing. These are the people who require public housing. These
The focus on the private rental market that is beingare the people who are finding it very difficult in a system
advocated by Liberal Governments at State and Commonwvhere private rental is regarded as the major provider of
wealth levels has its own problems. Until very recently, abouhousing for low-income families. Australia has a unique
12 per cent of the South Australian community was housegosition in terms of who provides homes in the private rental
in public housing, and that level is already down to 10market. In North America and many European countries,
per cent. However, many families that come to me face manguperannuation and life-insurance companies are major
difficulties in accessing the private rental market. They findproviders of public housing, and there is much more emphas-
that, if they have three or four children, if they have pets olis on community housing organisations. In Australia 78 per
if they are unemployed, the private rental market is notent of people in the private property market have but one
interested in them. One family with whom | was dealingproperty for rent. They are looking for security and often
recently has four young children under the age of nine anduperannuation for themselves, and this is a laudable aim.

had become so desperate to find a home— The difficulty is that most of these people are not familiar
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: with issues relating to property management or tenancy
Ms THOMPSON: Mr Acting Speaker, could you ask the rights, and the people who lease these houses often encounter
rude person opposite to be a bit more polite? considerable difficulties with the property owner.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): Sorry, | In fact, recently | was discussing some of these issues with
did not hear it, unfortunately. the general manager of one of the major industries in my
Mr Hanna: Ask him to be more polite, too. electorate. He said that his job with an international company
Ms THOMPSON: Well— requires him to move around quite a lot and he frequently

An honourable member: Who are you talking about? finds himself renting. He told me that he had just been

Ms THOMPSON: The rude person recognises theinvolved in a dispute with his landlord for a whole year and
description. | was talking about the problems faced by peopléthat he considered himself fairly adept at negotiating
trying to access the private rental market, when they haveontracts and resolving conflict. He could see that, if he was
several children, when they have pets, and particularly whehaving this problem, other members of the community who
they are unemployed or receiving welfare support. A familyare less aware of their rights and less comfortable in the legal
that came to me recently illustrates this vividly. system would be having great difficulty.

They rented a home in Christie Downs nine months ago It almost seems that the Liberal Government is saying to
and were paying rent of $130 a week. They have fouour community, ‘If you cannot afford to own a home, we do
children. He is receiving a blind pension and she is receivingiot think you deserve secure housing; we do not think you
a carer’s pension. Their older child has considerable healttieserve decent housing; and we do not think you deserve a
and learning problems. He is under constant medicathoice about where you live.’ Certainly, people with difficul-
supervision and had just settled into the Christie Downsies find that they are not able to make any sort of choice in
Primary School with a specially negotiated educatiorthe private rental market, and the public rental market is
program in which he is finally flourishing. However, they becoming so constrained that they do not get a look in. I am
discovered that their $130 a week home was somewhat of arally amazed at this emphasis on the private rental market
illusion. The home itself was already structurally in decaywith all its difficulty at a time when the Federal Treasurer is
After nine months it was covered in mould. The bottoms oflamenting the low rates of private property purchase and
drawers were falling out, and the surrounds of the hand basimome building. He wonders why, at a time of record low
in the bathroom had moulded away. interest rates, the rates of private home ownership are

They were constantly invaded by mice. No matter howdropping to lower levels than have ever been recorded in
often they cleaned, the place always looked and smelt dirtyAustralia’s history.

They wanted to get out. They went from rental agency to Perhaps he should be looking at the factors that enable
rental agency trying to find a home. They paid $90 to a homeeople to buy a home. Some are the same as the factors that
finders’ agency, which offered them a home at $180 a weeknable people to rent securely. They involve their having a
at Victor Harbor. They found this— long-term job, not a job that has been organised through a

Ms Rankine interjecting: body hire firm on a three month renewable contract. You

Ms THOMPSON: Blood suckers is one description. They cannot get either a mortgage or secure long-term private
found the home for $180 a week at Victor Harbor that wagental housing in this way. | can only express my admiration
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of those organisations that are providing emergency housingake major inroads into the huge budgetary deficit it
at the moment, because it is certainly not being providedhherited. In the event, the Government'’s budgetary formula
through the Housing Trust, the way most of our communitywas fashioned around compromised and soft option political
thinks it is being provided. expediency. It was decided largely to ignore taxation and

| place on record my admiration and thanks to theother revenue raising measures, to sell off what assets could
emergency housing organisations in my area that have g disposed of without causing undue political pain for itself,
often assisted desperate families who have come into mgnd implement some spending cuts.

Accommodation_Service, the Cooperative Foundatiooing to correct a deficit of the magnitude that the South
Homestead, the Eleanora Centre, the Southern Area Womeng;stralian community then faced. The reality, which must

and Children’s She|tel’, the Southern Junction Youth Service%a\/e been apparent to the Premier and the Treasurer of the

Trace-'a'Fl)lace an.d the YWACSS. These Organisations do %y’ was that the Bannon Government had been running up
amazing job providing support and emergency accommodapending on public services and programs more quickly to a
tion to young and old people and to families in great needyigher per head level than other States. One of the conse-
The ability to have secure housing is at the foundation ofyences of this spending blow-out was that State taxes under

stability in our lives. | urge this Government and the the Bannon Government were also rising faster than in other
Commonwealth Government to rethink their abandonmengiates.

of the public housing needs of our community.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable fro
member’s time has expired.

By the end of the disastrous Bannon years, and quite apart
m the additional blow-out resulting from the State Bank
failure, there was a spending and taxation problem that had

Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): In recent weeks we have to be addressed and fixed. The reality is that the problem was

heard the Premier threaten us with unpleasant budgetaé?ither addresseo! nor “X“rd- Underlying net current outlays
consequences if the sale of ETSA and Optima assets is n f't. nor;-((:joer?hruacl: pL,’[bI'Cf se;tor pro_grasn; 3el|v1=tzry hare

agreed to by Parliament. His first threat is further to increasgStMmated by the Lentreé for £conomic Studies 1o have
taxes and to cut spending on Government programs arjicréased by about 10 per cent in real terms over the four
services in a mini-budget. This threat to raise taxes furthe] udgets of th? prgv?us adT|n|strat|on. .Mdo&eo_ver, thsh
than this budget already provides for is made despite the fa crease was signed oft over a four year period during whic

that the State is already reeling under the burden of a ne e positions of many thousands of public sector employees

round of tax increases as a result of gross overspendi ere eliminated, and additional savings were made through
during the Bannon era and the previous Government’ major program of outsourcing. I.t IS Interesting to examine
decision not to ditch its crazy pre-election promise not t ow these cuts translated into a disproportionate reduction to

increase taxes. service and programs in country areas.

The second threat the Premier makes is that up to 20 000 The tragedy is that, despite the savage Public Service
public sector jobs will go if we do not roll over and submit Program, staffing reductions, office closures imposed across
to the sell-off of our electricity assets. In other words, we ardhe board in country areas and the very real privations and
offered the choice of keeping ETSA and Optima andreductions in quality of life of country people that the
disposing of 20 000 public servants, or selling the assets arfdovernment program cuts have caused over the last four
using the proceeds to pay the wages of 20 000 publi¥ears, all the savings made and more will be blown on higher
servants. The Premier is demanding that we provide him witivages for the Public Service and increases in certain public
the politically easiest way possible to wipe the budgetanpgector programs. These are the budgetary errors and sleights
slate clean so that his Administration can start again. ~ 0f hand of the past that the Premier appears to have great

But what | say to the Premier and to the Treasurer is thaglifficulty in now confronting or acknowledging.
before we can take seriously their promise that they are South Australians who live outside town and city limits
addressing themselves responsibly on behalf of the budgetaaye disillusioned and feel let down. They have been required
future of all South Australians, they must convince us thato make major sacrifices over the past four years as the
they are capable of confronting and that they have honestigovernment has cut back relentlessly on the services and
and sincerely confronted the mistakes of the past. By angrograms available to them in their own towns and areas. The
reading of the 1998 budget papers, an honest confronting lyutbacks were represented as an essential part of the plan to
the Premier and the Treasurer of past mistakes has nggpair the mess inherited from Labor. The budgets of the
happened. | agree that the Premier’s inherited budgetafyrevious Government cut spending but did not increase
legacy presents the Government and the community with eevenue. This Government is increasing revenue and
major problem and a great challenge. increasing expenditure, relying on the sale of strategic public

| am questioning whether that challenge is being met oassets to fill the so-called black hole in the budget. If we look
whether once again the challenge is being avoided. In mgast the $450 million wage and salary increase provision, the
view, the budgets brought down by the Premier andlack hole becomes difficult to see. Budget Paper 2 at page
Treasurer’s predecessors were nothing short of irresponsiblg-5 states:

The 1994 Audit Commission analysed and reported in stark \wage and salary costs remain the single largest component of
terms the extent of the problems confronting South Australi&overnment final consumption expenditure. Wage movements in

as aresult of Labor’s best efforts through the 1980s and earfgy areas of employment such as police, nursing and teaching have
1990s to bankrupt this State. een influenced by national comparative arguments, despite

. . significant cost of living differentials between South Australia and
To address these problems adequately, the incomingerage of the other States. As a consequence, wage outcomes in
Liberal Government had the options of either ditching itsrecent years have exceeded the inflation forecast and budget

irresponsible election pledge not to raise taxes or cuttingstimates.
Government spending fast enough and deeply enough tofurther states:
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The Government's forward strategy does not specifically aim taorporation to query their accounts or conduct any of their
reduce the number of public sector employees nor has it set specififysiness via the telephone. Customers do not even have

work force targets. ccess at ETSA Corporation’s head office at Keswick. The

| see this as the Government not being really serious aboWygy-aian Services Union, when questioning the appropriate-
the wage blow-out and the subsequent black hole that we 3fféss of such comprehensive office closures prior to the
left with. | call on the Government to stop the scare-

ing th h th di d id ith detail roposed privatisation, has been told by ETSA that these
mongering through the media and provide us with detalledyq,,re5 would be in their view consistent with the operation
information to support its case that there is a black hole an

. . ; f a private sector owner. John Fleetwood, the Australian
that there is a requirement to sell ETSA and Optima asset@ervi%es Union Industrial Officer. said:

and that there will be a net gain from such a serious step as Clearly ETSA Corporation is gearing itself towards the privat-
this. . isation by closing these offices. These office closures are only an
What were claimed as major savings in public sectoinitial sign of the effects that privatisation will have on this industry.
spending were phoney. There were certainly spending cut§€ustomer service and job losses are not going to be something that
and country people were made to bear a disproportionafePrivate owner will worry about.
share of the effects of such cuts, but the savings from th&hat is very true. Considering that we just had the member
programs and services taken away from country people afer Chaffey talking about the disproportionate effect on
now being poured back into public sector wage increases arfuntry areas that a lot of this Government’s measures have
devoted to a few high profile spending programs. Underinvolved, itis interesting to see that, of those 14 closures, 12
standably, country people are looking for concrete benefitgre in the country and only two are in the suburbs—at St
from the cuts and closures of the past four years. They sed{arys and Holden Hill.
relief and some assurance that the sacrifices are paying In fact, at around Christmas time people who reside in
dividends. Regrettably, the Government has chosen to offésawler contacted me and said that the Gawler ETSA office
relief without having any real improvement in the State’shad been closed. They said that they thought this was
budgetary situation to back it up. preparatory to a full closure of the office—and how right they
This is not a budget which sets out to correct past failuresvere. These people who went to the ETSA office and who
by bearing down on public sector expenditure. In fact, thavere inconvenienced by it not being open had contacted a
opposite is true. The Government has opted to budget for reaibor member of Parliament to complain about it because,
spending increases on top of the already excessive spendiogviously, their Liberal member of Parliament had not been
it inherited. To make the books balance, it must rely on taxable to give them a satisfactory explanation. In Question
increases and, in particular, on a windfall payment ofTime today the Minister for Government Enterprises quoted
proceeds from the hasty sale of publicly owned electricitya report on privatised organisations and said that they have
assets. improved profits, increased employment and increased
The budgetary bird might have feathers, but it will not fly. service. The closure of ETSA offices is an example of the
It is an ostrich with its head in the sand. The danger isvay in which privatised organisations improve their profits.
present, but it is being ignored. Debt overhang remains, anthey do it by decreasing the level of service that they provide
public sector spending is budgeted to continue in 1998-99 d@b the community. They close down offices such as these and
an excessive rate. To continue the avian metaphor, thereate problems within the communities in order to save
Government has gambled on being able to force Soutmoney.
Australians to accept a solution that involves putting all our  \we have to wonder about the Government’s balance and
budgetary eggs into one basket. | refer, of course, to thgs commitment to country areas when it sits back and
proposed sale of ETSA and Optima assets. The question ruightches this sort of thing happen, because we know that
communities are asking is: is this sensible, sound, fiscgtTSA is not able to make a single move without consulting
management with long-term goals, or an attempt at a quicihe Minister. The Minister has authorised and approved the
fix for short-term gains? closure of 14 ETSA offices, 12 of which are in the country.
Bill read a second time. The Opposition is not opposed to privatisation as such. We
. . have adopted a very reasonable position on a number of
_ The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Police, Correc-  hvatisation proposals and, indeed, there was a small
tlone;]I SirV|Cﬁian(1 Eméergenc_y Services):move: measure of privatisation during the former Labor Govern-
K/loatti(t)necgrri:dre erred to Estimates Committees. :’nent. I?L:} ]\cNetwaBt tot?ﬁe some ptropfr accoﬁnﬂnlg. Wetwam
- : o see full facts about these privatisations which, | must say,
tior;rar;eszr?/?c.el.s':.aﬁ(\j/pl\fﬁwserggwcl:?/tesreI\?irc:s(;l'lr(r:%\/g'orrec- thi_s Government has not provided_, _particularly on the
That the House note grievances. ) ) privatisation it proposes for ETSA. This is the problem about
which not only the Labor Opposition but the Democrats and
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): In ~ Independent members have complained. In fact, not only has
my grievance contribution today | want to talk about a pres$he Government been not particularly forthcoming with facts
release received from the Australian Services Union statin§ut it also has been misleading and twisting of the facts that
that ETSA Corporation has just announced its intention tdt has presented.
close 14 ETSA offices to the public in the next few weeks.  Country members and city members deserve a full account
Those offices are located at Victor Harbor, Mount Gambierpf what will happen if ETSA is privatised, including a
Port Augusta, Murray Bridge, Mount Barker, Barmera, Clare statement of the impact on customers of closing ETSA offices
Kadina, Port Pirie, Whyalla, Port Lincoln, Gawler, St Marys and services, including the impact this will have on country
and Holden Hill. towns. If you look at the sorts of areas in which these offices
ETSA's customers and electrical contractors, etc., will ncare closing, you see that a number of towns have been hit
longer be able to gain access at any of these offices. In thegain and again by Government decisions, including cities
future, customers will only have real access to ETSAsuch as Port Pirie, Whyalla and Port Augusta. Once again, a
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Government office in each of those three cities, which have In the main, we in Australia have had an industrial
experienced job losses and closures both in the private amdlations system, at both a State and Federal level, which has
public sectors, will close. Port Pirie, Port Augusta andworked for Australian workers and Australian employers and
Whyalla will again lose services and employees and willwhich has been a plus for our country. Of course, there have
again see people moving out of their city. Of course, that ideen situations where industrial dispute has occurred. There
the same situation for any of these other cities. For exampléaas been disagreement, particularly between the major
in Mount Gambier there was quite a lot of publicity in the political Parties, in terms of how industrial relations and, for
local newspaper and on the local television about the loss dhat matter, workers compensation legislation will work in
both Federal and State Government services. Indeed, som@stralia. It is probably one of the big issues that will divide,
of the smaller towns in this list will be hit very hard. In towns and has divided, this House and, of course, has divided the
such as Clare and Kadina | hope that people will contact theidouse at a national level.
local member of Parliament and let them know of their The maritime dispute, which sadly has occurred through-
displeasure with this Government’s activities. out the ports of Australia over the past six months, can be
We do not have the full story on ETSA privatisation in traced back to this conservative Federal Liberal Government,
terms of either financial figures or the community impact itwhich has turned back the clock to the seventeenth century
will have. After saying before the election that ETSA would with respect to industrial relations. | am extremely pleased
not be privatised for many of these reasons, the Governmetftat the State Liberal Government does not mirror the
has now turned around—on the basis of supposed financiaddustrial relations agenda of the Federal Government. There
figures and reports which it is not prepared to release—anare significant differences between both sides of politics in
said that we must sell ETSA. Yet it has not been forthcomindhis Chamber, but | am pleased that this State Liberal
in disclosing these financial pressures and, indeed, seems@wvernment does not have the same draconian policies and
shift the goal posts all the time. Government members tallhilosophies with respect to industrial relations.
about high taxation if we do not sell ETSA; they talk about  The Federal Government’s motive is the political destruc-
job losses if we do not sell ETSA; and then they talk aboution of the trade union movement. If we go back to when
risks further down on the Government’s bottom line if we doPeter Reith introduced his grubby legislation to the Federal
not sell ETSA. But no-one, including my constituents, isParliament, and if we look at the training of the mercenaries
convinced that the Government is telling the full truth on thisat Dubai and the sacking of 1 400 workers, we see the agenda
matter. that this Federal Government has for the workers of Aust-
When that happens people ask themselves, ‘Why is thealia. | am left in no doubt that the Federal Government's
Government not telling the full truth on this matter?’ and theyagenda relates not just to the wharves of Australia but to the
start to believe that the Government has something to hidé&rade union movemenmer seand unionised workers around
The Government may be wanting to hide either the true factdustralia. This Federal Government, together with Patrick
and figures or, quite possibly, its own incompetence, becausgevedoring and the National Farmers Federation, has
we saw this in the water contract. The tender process wasterfered with the good conduct of a union and its members.
appalling; the contract was badly drawn up. The Government It is a nonsense for the Federal Government to parrot out
has not enforced many of the provisions of that contract angome of this information about the reform that has not taken
has refused to invoke the penalty clause when many condplace on the wharves, because that is simply not true. Some
tions of that contract were not met. of the information that the Government has been pedalling for
Some of those conditions that we were told were absolutghe past six to nine months about the lack of reform within
ly unshakeable, such as Australian ownership, have no#is industry is not true. There have been huge cut-backs in
slipped by the board. The concern is that while we are ndthe work force and there have also been significantimprove-
getting the full facts and figures, while this Government is nofments in the microeconomic efficiencies of the work force.
being open and transparent, there is no way that the citizeridne only need look at the number of containers that are
of South Australia will be able to judge the privatisation of moved to realise that some of the wharves where workers
ETSA in terms of the contract, the outcomes for Southvere sacked were of world standard.
Australia and any guarantee that those proposed outcomes Peter Reith and John Howard have their fingerprints all
might be enforced. This Government has been very weak a&er this dispute. The way in which they have behaved does
regards standing up to bodies such as the Australian Compefio-one any credit. | well remember John Howard, our Prime
tion and Consumer Commission, NEMMCO and otherMinister, putting his arms around Peter Reith when those
organisations which have advocated privatisation_ 1 400 workers were sacked. That is an absolute disgrace. This
dispute has been nothing more than a political exercise—no
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | will take this opportunity to say more, no less—and it should be recognised as such. | suggest
a few words about the industrial dispute which Australia haso members on both sides of the House that by far the
experienced over the past few months. | deliberately waitechajority of members of the community, irrespective of their
for this opportunity because | thought that there might haveolitical belief, do not and will not support the actions taken
been other opportunities and/or other people who may havey a conservative right wing Liberal Government which has
wished to put something on the record about the wharfaken industrial relations back to the seventeenth century.
dispute, which at this stage seems to have gone into abeyan&&trick Stevedoring and Corrigan in particular have gained
Unfortunately, | do not think we have necessarily seen th&o credit from this episode, not only from the point of view
end of it. It is an ongoing dispute which, obviously, hasof industrial relations but also in respect of their behaviour
occurred around Australia, including Port Adelaide. It isin terms of company law. The stripping of assets and the use
perhaps an appropriate time for this House to acknowledgef security guards and dogs and non-union labour is an
in particular the work of the industrial movement and theindictment on Australia as a country. The National Farmers
Maritime Union of Australia in trying to reach a settlement Federation has also played a poor role in this dispute.
of the situation that has existed since last year and before. Mr Hanna: Grubby.
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Mr WRIGHT: A very grubby role. | say to members on by sea. We have been held to ransom for too long. Some of
both sides of the House that never in all my time of activelymy constituents remind me of my own father. The other day
being involved in politics and listening to debates both insidd received a letter from one of my constituents in which he
and outside the Parliament have | heard someone liksaid, ‘Play your part to ensure that you keep going hard on
McGauchie speak so poorly to all sections of the media. Théhis union issue because you are right.” He said, ‘By the way,
National Farmers Federation and farmers around Australid you get a chance, remind members in the House and the
have not been well represented. | do not believe that theommunity of South Australia what the wharfies did during
leadership of the National Farmers Federation—fronthe Second World War.

McLachlan to McGauchie, from the shearing sheds to the He said that he thought the enemy he was fighting was the
wharves—has truly represented its members. | have a numbgapanese and the Germans. However, when he returned to
of friends in the farming community. They probably do not Australia for some leave, he did not have any leave because
vote in the way in which | would like them to vote, but they he was forced to load produce for the Australian troops who
have said that the actions of the National Farmers Federatiamere at the battle front because the communist element in the
do not reflect their attitude to this dispute. wharfie precinct said that they would not load Australian

The National Farmers Federation is a funny mob, becausghips which were taking supplies to troops fighting to stop
when it comes to deregulation, of which it is obviously very communism from entering this country. | have no sympathy
much in favour with regard to the labour market, | pose thevhatsoever for those sorts of actions. We are not about trying
guestion: what about the deregulation of the Wheat Board artd break down the union movement; we are about allowing
the Barley Board? | do not see the consistency of theidemocracy to come into this State and into this country.
argument, and | do not believe that they are fair dinkum about The other day | was in Darwin looking at some develop-
taking Australia into the next century. | think they are veryments with a good colleague of mine. It was interesting to
short-sighted. If they want deregulation, let us give thentalk to one of the senior executives of the Ports Corporation
deregulation and totally deregulate the whole of the industryn Darwin who was a captain on major oil tankers and
and the market. In their High Court decision, 10 eminentontainer ships. He is also a pilot as well as an engineer in the
judges found against the actions of Patrick Stevedoring andorts Corporation in Darwin. He told me that he was
therefore, the Federal Government. delighted with the commitment to stop the nonsense on the

| believe that the leadership of the union has handled itselfvharves which has been going on for too long. He gave me
very well. In particular, | congratulate the State Secretary of few examples, including the fact that on a regular basis he
the MUA, MrRick Newlyn. | do not know MrJohn saw crane operators with the MUA hold a container in the air
Coombes, the National Secretary, but | am impressed by tHer two minutes so that all the wharfies on that shift received
way in which he has handled himself in front of the mediathree hours overtime. That is the sort of nonsense stopping
and, | suspect, his membership. | think he has tried to do young people from getting employment. It is about time

in a non-inflammatory way. members opposite had the intelligence to tell young people
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time that they do not want them to have jobs and, for once, be
has expired. honest with the community.

. Mr Wright interjecting:
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | am glad that the time The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Lee
is up for the member for Lee because, as | have said previougras heard in silence.

ly in this Parliament— Mr BROKENSHIRE: | heard the member for Lee have
Members interjecting: a crack at the Farmers’ Federation and attack farmers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Mr Wright: Not farmers.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: —whenever | follow the member Mr BROKENSHIRE: An attack on wheat and barley
for Lee, | could write his speeches. | suggest the honourablgrain growers.
member photocopy his speech and change the date becauseMr WRIGHT: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point of
the theme is always the same. | will also talk about what hasrder. The member for Mawson is—
happened regarding the wharves because it affects my Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
constituency immensely. We know the background of the Mr WRIGHT: | beg your pardon?
member for Lee: his father was involved in the union The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
movement and then came into the Parliament; now he is Mr WRIGHT: The member for Mawson has incorrectly
following in his father’s footsteps and will try to push the implied that | attacked farmers, which | never did, and | ask
same line. | give the member for Lee some disappointindiim to retract that comment.
news. The honourable member mentioned the High Court and The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
what a good job John Coombes and the rest of the union Mr BROKENSHIRE: This is about giving people
executive have done. In fact, they have lost. When membersptions. All the National Farmers Federation was trying to
think about it and analyse it for a moment, if John Howarddo, fully supported by the South Australian Farmers’
achieves no more than what he has already achieved— Federation—in which | declare an interest as an affiliate
An honourable member interjecting: member—and everyone who is committed to seeing this
Mr BROKENSHIRE: You think about it and look atthe country grow, was stop the regression and the recession that
depth of it. The fact is that, if John Howard achieves no morave had to have as a result of the years of Socialist Govern-
than what he has already achieved, he has obtained the resmiént. All we ask for is an opportunity for non-union labour
that was primarily sought; that is, stopping the nepotism antb be involved in working on the wharves and an opportunity
the rorts which have gone on for far too long and which havéor children in my electorate to put their hand up for a job on
stopped the productivity opportunities of Australia. We allthe wharves. They should not be deprived of such an
know that Australia is an island continent and we cannobpportunity simply because they are not a relative or a mate
export our produce to other parts of the world unless it goesf someone employed on the wharves or a person with a
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union ticket. It is about fairness and democracy. As long ashetoric and the nonsense. This is not about union bashing.
I have breath, | will fight for true fairness and democracy. This is simply about saying that there is a choice and there is
We heard the former Prime Minister (Hon. Paul Keating)an opportunity for a young person to have a job.
talk about freeing things up for Australia in the Hilmer  The checks and balances are in place, although | am sure
Report and in respect of national competition and by gettinghat work practices canimprove. | give accolades to many of
rid of monopolies. That is what he was all about, and he wathe unions because they have got together with the employers
supported by all members opposite, both when in Governand the people they represent and said, ‘We will get a better
ment and in Opposition, and by their Federal colleaguesdieal for you and a better deal for the employer.’ That is what
However, they talked with forked tongues again. In fact,it is all about. The only union that | can recall that has not
because of the money the unions pay into their coffers, thegffered that until now—and it has been partly forced into it
are not prepared to look at what is in the best interests dfut still not really offering it—is the Australian Maritime
Australia. They know that the postcards and all the peopl&nion. The fact of the matter is—
who ran around their electorates talking a lot of nonsense and Mr Conlon: What would you know?
untruths before the election were funded by their union mates Mr BROKENSHIRE: | know how to create jobs, and |
and, for those reasons, they are not prepared to break awRyiow that that would happen to a greater extent if we had
from the person that they espouse to be the greatest thirgme support from the Opposition. The fact is that John
since sliced bread, the Hon. Paul Keating. They are prepargdoward has won this, because from now on you will see a
to run away from his direction which was a fair go for all and situation on the wharves whereby the union will not have a
people being competitive. All farmers and my electorate arenonopoly, work practices will be improved and there will be
asking is for people to be given the opportunity to bereal job opportunities created right across the spectrum in a
involved. In the electorate that | represent, | value them aholistic approach through the initiatives of John Howard. |

my— say to the community of South Australia: have a look at what
An honourable member interjecting: that man is doing and look at the choice. The alternative is to
Mr BROKENSHIRE: That is all right because | work for go back into the dim dark ages like the Labor Party of South
them; they employ me. Australia, whose mentor (Don Dunstan) is someone who
should be enjoying retirement and not being held up as a

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] guru.

Ms KEY (Hanson): | will deal with a couple of matters
tonight, in particular the comments that were made by the

The Legislative Council intimated that it had given Ieavepremler during Question Time, when he talked about

to the Treasurer (Hon. R.l. Lucas), the Attorney-Generar”eetim‘?jS between the Government and trade unions. And !
(Hon. K.T. Griffin), the Minister for Transport and Urban am delighted to hear that the member for Mawson is a

Planning (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) and the Minister for Disabili- member .Of a trq(_je union: it is good to see that he has a
ty Services (Hon. R.D. Lawson) to attend and give evidencRrogressive position in that regard. | am not sure whether it

before the Estimates Committees of the House of Assembligmrggﬁﬁr&ixggﬁ ;trggg’ebstth:afﬁrméaﬁiéqi[ngevmg: ttr?:
on the Appropriation Bill, if they think fit. :

member for Hartley also is a member of a union. It is pleasing

ESTIMATES COMMITTEES

APPROPRIATION BILL to note that some people have seen the light with regard to
organised labour. But that is not the reason for my address
Second reading debate resumed. this evening.

| believe that it is important to clarify a couple of points

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | appreciate the support of my that were made by the Premier, in particular his reference to
colleagues in the House after dinner tonight, particularlywhat seemed to be a cosy arrangement between the Govern-
those on my side. In my last few minutes | simply want to sayment and the Electricity Trust of South Australia unions with
that it was implied earlier in the debate that my communityregard to the sale of ETSA. The Premier mentioned a couple
in Mawson, the community | am employed by and represenof union officials, and | know that both Mr Donnelly and
to try to get things happening in this State, is against uniongvir Fleetwood have had a number of meetings with members
Itis not at all, and neither am I. There is a place for unionsregarding whether they see their future as being with the
As a dairy farmer and a member of the South AustraliarElectricity Trust, whether they are interested in being
Dairy Farmers Association and affiliate of the South Aust-redeployed, or whether they want to look at targeted or
ralian Farmers Federation, | am a union member, so | haveoluntary separation packages. | have been privileged enough
no problem with unions as representative groups. | am simplto be invited to some of those meetings, so | have first-hand
saying that there needs to be the opportunity for choice. Onexperience of the discussions that have taken place with the
should not be forced into being a member of the Dairymembers of the collective Electricity Trust unions about
Farmers Association or the Farmers Federation, the MUAyhere their future as workers may lie.
the AMEU or whatever it is. In 1991, there were about 5 000 workers associated with

Obviously, it should be by choice, and by giving choice,the Electricity Trust and now, with both Optima Energy and
by freeing up the work force and freeing up the opportunitiesthe Electricity Trust, there are about 2 400 workers. Most of
you will give jobs to young South Australians. That is why the workers who are still working for the public sector
| support what the Farmers Federation and the Howarthrough the energy corporations are younger people, and my
Government have done. First and foremost, | care—and faroncern is that, although a targeted separation package or a
as long as | am here | will always care—for my constituentssoluntary separation package may be attractive to them,
and for their children’s futures. That is the biggest thingwhere do they go when the money runs out? Will they be
facing any parent—a future for their children. Let us stop theetrained; and will they have an opportunity to get back into
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the work force, especially when we consider the very higtview certainly has not been reflected in Party meetings that
level of unemployment that we have in this State? | have attended.

Having attended the rally in Victoria Square—looking at  The finger has been pointed at members of the Opposition
the anti-privatisation of ETSA and SA Generationbut a number of Government members, particularly country
Corporation—despite what was said by the Premier, | notechembers, have privately said to me that they have some
that one of the leaflets that was handed out at that rally hacbncerns—they are not saying that they rule out the sale of
contact names on the back. One of them was John FleetwoddTSA or Optima Energy—about their constituents and
who | understand is an official with the Australian Serviceswhether a decent level of energy supply will be maintained.
Union. Other names are Bob Donnelly, who is, | understandThey also have concerns about the subsidy factor, which
an official with the CEPU Electrical Trades Branch, anddeeply affects people in country areas on many levels, not
Michelle Hogan, who is the Assistant Secretary of the Tradefust in relation to ETSA and Optima. Finger pointing across
and Labor Council. It seems that they are representatives tfie room is quite ridiculous. Basically, people need to
a community group which has been formed to oppose theonsider seriously where this whole debate is going.
privatisation of ETSA and SA Generation Corporation (or Instead of getting into political point scoring we should be
Optima Energy) and which is part of a broad alliance oflooking at what this will mean to South Australia in the
interested and concerned people and community groups. Sature. In previous comments to this House | have pointed to
although | know that Mr Fleetwood and Mr Donnelly, other overseas and interstate examples with regard to the
amongst other union officials, are certainly meeting with theirconsumer. As a member of this House who represents
members and listening to their concerns and views about thenstituents, | am very concerned that people in the electorate
future, it seems to me that they would not be at a rally unlessf Hanson will not be able to pay their electricity bills. |
there were some quite serious concerns. challenge any member in this House to consider whether the

At the rally—which was attended by more than 500sale of ETSA and Optima will necessarily make life easier,
people—a number of issues were raised. A speaker from Nelsetter or cheaper for our constituents.

Zealand referred to the disaster in Auckland; and there were My real concern is that we will experience the same sorts
representatives from church organisations, communityf problems with our electricity services as we have with the
organisations and the union movement. It demonstrates thafater hike that has occurred since the changes in ownership
a number of people have concerns about this sale. and services involving our engineering and water supply

To emphasise my point about the union officials and thaindertaking. | am particularly concerned, as | have said,
union’s position—and a number of unions were representedbout the rural areas. | am also concerned that the unions
at the rally—the motion that was passed by the rally indicatehave been misrepresented today. | believe that unions do have
to me that people are not very happy about the sale of the Sé&n open mind to their members’ concerns about their future
Generation Corporation or ETSA. The people at the rallywith ETSA or Optima. Members need to know and, having
agreed that they were opposed to the privatisation of ETSAeen a trade union official, | personally know that if you do
Corporation and SA Generation Corporation (Optima Energyhot listen to your members you are not a very good trade
as it will severely disadvantage the South Australianunion official. | have no doubt that Electricity Trust and
community in respect of the reliability of our electricity Optima unions are doing that; their opposition on a political
supply; affect job security in the electricity industry; havelevel is apparent and was certainly demonstrated this evening
major effects on the State’s future income, which will at a very well attended rally.
seriously affect moneys for schools, hospitals and so on;
disadvantage people in rural communities; increase costs and Mr LEWIS (Hammond): At the conclusion of the
charges for electricity; inhibit the move to a renewable energyemarks | was making in the course of my contribution on the
economy and thereby fail to reduce greenhouse gas emibudget, | mentioned my concern for the future of the
sions; and result in the unsatisfactory situation where théustralian Federation. | believe that we are in grave risk of
essential service of electricity will be in the hands of privatelosing the Federation which at present provides the sovereign
enterprise. States with the legislative prerogatives to make laws about

None of those points sounds as though the unions or thgow people behave—laws that are more relevant to the
union organisers that were mentioned by the Premier are smaller areas of land covered by the States than can ever be
favour of the sale of ETSA or SA Generation Corporation the case with a slab of land as big as Australia.

The rally called on the Liberal Party, the Australian Labor | therefore have no compunction whatever about arguing

Party and the Australian Democrats to honour their prepassionately, if for no other reason than this, for the retention
election commitments not to privatise the electricity industry,0f the Federation. Itis not appropriate for people in Canberra
and requested that the resolution be communicated toho are elected from the length and breadth of the nation to
politicians of the South Australian Parliament, which | havemake decisions about the law as it relates to human conduct,
done for them. It would seem to me that, judging by thewhether you live in Cairns, Queensland, or Campbell Town,

variety of people attending this rally, there is a lot of Tasmania, or Campbelltown, South Australia.

opposition to the sale of ETSA. Mr Scalzi interjecting:

A lot of comment has been made by members on the other Mr LEWIS: |am reminded by my colleague the member
side of the House about Opposition members secretlfor Hartley that Campbelltown in South Australia is in a good
supporting the sale of ETSA or Optima. Although | know thatelectorate—the one he represents. It is an area for which |
it is healthy for people to debate their views on a particulahave a fondness, having lived in that vicinity for many years
political issue in a Party room, unless no-one is telling meuntil not so long ago. The all important consideration is to
| am not sure to whom members on the other side ar&ave the prerogative powers with the States’ Parliaments to
referring. Obviously, we have different views about publicmake such laws. There are occasions when | think it is
ownership, but | invite members on the other side to starpossible for the States to cooperate with one another and pass
naming the people about whom they are talking, because thiggislation which is identical to that of all other States by
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agreement between the relevant Ministers involved. | do not | now change the subject matter to which | draw the
see that as needing a Commonwealth, Federal or nationattention of the House to something far more personal,
Government—call it what you like—to be involved, and to namely, section 35(1) in the Summary Offences Act. Daily
have over-arching and total responsibility for it, because thahere is a large number of breaches of that law. It refers to the
implies that the Commonwealth and the Commonwealttprinting, selling and distributing of newspapers or any other
alone can change the law. If the law is found—once it isregular publication which report questions involving sexual
made identical to one or more other States—to be inadequatamorality, unnatural vice (such as necrophilia or buggery)
in that respect, the prerogative of the State’s Parliament tor indecent conduct and containing other material descriptive
change that still abides. It still provides for that safety valve of or relating to those things. If you look at the advertise-

The way people behave is very much influenced byments to b_e co_ntained in our (_jaily or weekly newspapers
climate, and the law needs to take into account the way iRublished in this State you will find that that law is in
which people would spontaneously choose to behave arfgPnstant breach. The size of the type used and the extent to
relate to one another, being free to do whatever they wistvhich the items are published is far greater than the 13 ems
always subject to the rights of others. That climatic influencévide and the 50 lines that are permitted in law. We should
is a very Compe”ing reason, if we have no Others’ for us t@lther Chang(f,' that law or enforce it. The width of 13 ems is
keep the Federation of the States. about 55 millimetres. .

Clearly there is benefit in having one national Government _ | draw members’ attention to page 119 of Sienday Mail
providing us with a sound economic mechanism for thePf 3 August last year, page 120 of 2 November last year,
management of those matters relating to trade, both withif29€ 92 of 1 February this year and page 105 of 3 May this
Australia and between Australia and other countries, an€@": and, likewise, page 106 of thelvertiserof Saturday
relating also to foreign affairs—our relationships with other Noveml_:)er Iast_yez_ar. These are the means by which people
countries which impinge on the policy area of defence. Tha§nga_ge(_i in prositution, or those who live qff_ the proceeds of
was the reason why 100 years ago those conferences wd@stitution, find their cllentele._At present it is being offered
held which resulted in the formation of the Federation. Thé>" the Interngt as well. There is a double standard. | do not
argument to and fro that | have read over the last 20 or sthink the publishers of those newspapers or the people on late

years in those discussions has provided us with the undeight television who supply advertis_e_ments oyght to _be
standing of the benefits to which | refer in the broad brusif/lowed to go unchallenged because it is otherwise building
that | have taken. up a body of thought in the wider community that the conduct

that is encouraged is acceptable. It is extremely dangerous.
We have saved ourselves from the problems that WeT is not only dangerous to health because it is promoting

emerging with the separate colonial administrations, havin%r miscuity but also dangerous to the environment in which
separate customs services, separate defence forces, separ. aise children because it promotes paedophilia
migration laws, separate trade arrangements, separate laws '
governing the way in which people can travel on the high- s STEVENS (Elizabeth): | refer to the issues that |
way, and so on. We now have a much sounder system thaQiseq today in two questions to the Minister for Human
that, but we definitely do not have justification for question-gayyices in Question Time. This relates to health funding,
ing why the Federation remains relevant at the present timgyoh, commonwealth and State, over the past five years and
Yet | see through the budget process a clear indication thakys, jn the next five years when the new Medicare agreement
unless we are very careful, the Australian society will slips sypposed to be operating. First, | will refer to the past five
into the view that the Federation is redundant and that WEears. We know, as the Minister began his answer correctly,
need to have only one central government. that 80 000 people have dropped out of private health
There are those from the Left who remain ardentlyinsurance in South Australia over the past five years. Recent-
committed to that course of action, notwithstanding the facty, the Opposition put a question on notice to the Minister
that the system of Government which existed in the Unitedvhich asked for the details of that drop out and which asked
Soviet Socialist Republics failed—of all those republics—how much was the cost to the State Government of picking
because it was a multiple level of Government with only oneup the tab for the 80 000 people who dropped out of private
place within its structure that could make statute law, and thatealth insurance. The answer we got back from the Minister
was based in Moscow. There were at least five levels olst week was ‘$45 million’. That is one figure.
governmentin that society and that collapsed simply because | now refer to the cuts that were made in successive State
it was incapable of responding to people’s needs. It was toRealth budgets over the life of the previous Government.
rigid. Those cuts totalled $230 million. | am not making this figure
Notwithstanding that, the Left still fondly believes that it up. Members are welcome to take out their budget estimates
is the best way to govern society, that everything can b&ooks for the past four years. If they do that and work
codified and controlled and that there needs to be planningiprough it as we have done, they will find that | am correct,
approval, that you can determine what is good and what is nébat over the past four years the current State Government
in terms of economic activity by law. That is not true. Theremoved $230 million from State health funding.
market decides what people want, what they are prepared to In the lead up to the signing of the next five year agree-
pay for, how much they are prepared to pay for it and whethement the Minister has, in fighting the fight, blamed the
or not they will forgo one product or one service in favour of Federal Government for the large drop out from private
another. Altogether | therefore strongly advocate that wénsurance and the consequent effect on State revenue for
should have a series of conferences or conventions-health. My point is that $45 million can be sheeted home to
conferences to begin with at least—involving the widerthe Federal Government. The Minister does have a point. The
community and give serious consideration to the reasons whct is that the Federal Government, even though trigger
we keep the Federation and to the kind of Federation weoints were established in the last Medicare agreement, did
want. not honour those trigger points. However, $45 million can be
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sheeted home to the Federal Government but $230 million iand ward closures meant that hundreds and possibly thou-
absolutely the responsibility of this current State Governmensands of people could not be admitted for treatment. This
There is no escaping that fact. happened in the past five years. Time and again we are
It is interesting to hear the Minister for Human Servicesreminded of this.
trying to rewrite history. He came into the job as a new At the moment the Minister is negotiating strongly on
Minister, much better and much more competent; but for dehalf of South Australia with other Health Ministers and the
little over half of the past four years he was the Premier ofederal Health Minister. | want to make quite clear that we
this State and he presided over the cuts to the health servicedsolutely support the Minister’'s endeavours in relation to the
As | said today in Question Time, the Minister gave Federal Government. We also agree that the Federal Govern-
evidence to the Senate committee investigating the healtment has a responsibility to put in more funds, because we
situation in relation to the current negotiations on Medicarehave greater levels of activity, an ageing community and
It was certainly most interesting to read the transcript of hissdvances in technology that cost more. So, we have a strong
comments about the things that are happening in our hospposition of absolute support for our Human Services Minister
tals, which we have been talking about for the past three dn this State with the other Human Services Ministers fighting
four years and which were flatly denied not only by thefor more money from the Federal Government for the next
previous Health Minister but by the current Human Servicedive years.
Minister when he was Premier, by his refusal to enter the However, | would also say that health funding is a two
debate, and certainly by the current Premier. | will read somwvay street. Health funding comes from both State Govern-
of the things that Dean Brown said to the Senate committements and Commonwealth Governments, and | would have
a few weeks ago. He said: thought that, as well as fighting strongly for more Common-
Let me get down to specific details about what is occurring at thevealth funds, this State Government would also acknowledge

.Coa'fa‘%e Q’Vithi” the hOSFI’“?r'IS- S.C%Uparl\‘/lcy dr.at?%ar? O”ehi.mhporta'ﬂhat it had a responsibility to change its game. In the present
ISSue. lake as an exampie the Flinaers ivedical Centre, whnich Cove, . .
the southern metropolitan area of Adelaide: it is routinely runningEﬁldget delivered last week we read that resources will be

at over 90 per cent bed occupancy levels. The optimum is considerdéfi@intained at existing levels. The point | am making is that,
to be about 85 per cent. | can say that, in the past few months, tHéyou are going to demand more from the Federal Govern-

Flinders Medical Centre has been running at 97 per cent occupangyient, fair is fair. After all, the biggest cuts—the biggest

... | metwith senior medical representatives of all our major i
hospitals last Friday, and they told me that for the past two Week%amage to our health system—did not come from the Federal

there has been a critical shortage of hospital beds within our publiovernment at all: they came from this Liberal State
hospitals. . . Government, and it is about time it looked squarely at itself

Take another example: the waiting period after a person has beén the mirror, saw itself as it is and took up its responsi-
admitted to the emergency department and before they can get infgjities.
that hospita. | take the Flindors Medical Contio. 1 we et 3¢ the
tstzllndardptho'se patients that have to wait more than 12 hours after M HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): 1 commend this Bill
being admitted to the Flinders Medical Centre before they can geand this budget. | will focus my address on one particular
into a bed, in 1994-95, 1 per cent of the patients had to wait moraspect of the affairs of State at present, and that is abuses of
thad“ t1r12 {‘?“rs- In 1997'98t8 Eerc.e”t.fhad tt? wait more th?”tﬁ? hourghe WorkCover regime and the Government’s good efforts
glrt]hougah \:\?euggr?#gte;{lz ;oueth?elgfﬂlll 'ﬁgﬂrg fo'rgmirfﬁﬁ’??ar. IS yeafn containir}g the costs to the taxpayer associated with that

... Thatis not unique, itis also occurring in other hospitals. Forllegal activity. The Workers Rehabilitation and Compensa-
instance, at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. . . tion Act 1986, as amended on 3 June 1996, provides for a
He goes on further to talk about the matters that | raisetdiew method of resolving disputes about workers’ compensa-
earlier today in terms of waiting times and women beingtion claims. It replaced the former regime which was
discharged two days after giving birth. He also talks about thessentially litigious and adversarial in nature and which
incredibly high level of stress of medical nurses and supportomprised a review panel, the Workers’ Compensation
staff within hospitals. | must say that it was refreshing to heappeal Tribunal and the Supreme Court of South Australia.
the Minister admit that this was happening. This has beeffhe new regime is primarily focused towards early interven-
happening over the past five years. Remember, the Ministeéion and structured conciliation. The Act and WorkCover
is giving this argument to the committee and he is talkinghave, however, always been subject to fraudulent or deceitful
about the past five years—the five years in which the Federalction by both employers and employees. This fraudulent
Government failed to reimburse $45 million but in which theactivity has been the subject of considerable media attention
State Government took out $230 million. As | said before, weand legal action.
have said these things time and again over the past few years Examples of fraudulent activity have included: employers
but this is the first time we have had a Liberal Healthclaiming more money from WorkCover than they pay their
Minister actually admit that what we have been saying andhjured workers; false claims for non-existent injuries or
what so many people in the community have been sayingjuries incurred outside the workplace; claimants working
constantly is, in fact, true. while still receiving payments; illegal immigrants receiving

| actually looked up some of the information that we hadbenefits; over-servicing by health and medical workers;
from a long way back and noted that, as far back as 1995, thaisrepresentation of medical status by employees at the
Vice President of the AMA had warned that cuts to the healttommencement of employment; and fraudulent action by
budget and bed closures could lead to the loss of lives. At themployees in receipt of benefits designed to avoid returning
same time (1995), the Queen Elizabeth Hospital said that bed work. Estimates of the extent of the fraud range between
closures would lead to waiting lists for diagnostics proced5 per cent to 20 per cent of claims. Some fraudulent activity
ures such as angiograms for heart disease and that patierg<learly in breach of section 120 of the Act, section deals
were being transferred to the RAH because the Queewith dishonesty. These cases can be prosecuted under the
Elizabeth could not cope. The Chairman of the Queerct, with maximum penalties of up to $50 000 and imprison-
Elizabeth Hospital's Medical Staff Society warned that bedment for one year.
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Examples of successful prosecutions in 1996 of such clear The only criteria upon which the claims record is assessed
and apparent breaches make for interesting reading. In one the actual claims cost. Unfortunately, the Act fails to
case, a 56 year old former cashier claimed $47 000 in benefitecognise that the high cost of claims may not be attributable
for a false stress claim through the Women'’s and Children’so an unsafe employer but rather to poor claims management
Hospital. Meanwhile, she worked 35 hours with a law firmor a few costly, dishonest claims by a minority of employees.
whilst claiming a benefit. In another case, a meat processdrhe claim costs upon which the levy is calculated not only
dishonestly received benefits after claiming a fellow workerencompasses weekly repayments, medical rehabilitation
broke his toe while stepping on it! It was later revealed thaexpenses and lump sums, but, since July 1996, has included
the fellow employee was not on duty that day. The claimantegal and investigative costs. One measure this Government
was fined $2 000 with $2 500 costs. In a third case, a locurhas taken to address these problems is to operate a fraud unit
who was found over-servicing patients had visited a Workwhich assesses dishonest activities within the context of the
Cover patient 349 times in 245 days. The doctor was onlct. It receives, on average, 60 to 70 referrals per month.
reprimanded. In a fourth case, a 41 year old man collecte@urrently, over 200 fraud files are under investigation and
$28 500 in benefits while also shearing in Victoria andlegal opinion is being sought on 16 files with a further 27
Tasmania. The man injured his ankle at work in 1990 and wamatters before the courts. Nine to 10 prosecutions are
receiving about $827 a week in benefits. In a fifth case, tw@ompleted every quarter.
employers deceived WorkCover by $21 000 by receiving  case history shows a tendency for interpretation of the Act
more in payments than they paid out to injured émployeesqyqrably towards employees, particularly in less apparent
They were fined $10 000 and ordered to repay WorkCovergpses. As the Supreme Court found in section 5366th

There are other, less apparent abuses. The problem fafstralian Mental Health Services (Appellant) v Marg Ush
enforcement of the Act is that many frauds and abuses ajgespondentysually the worker will prove enough to put an
very difficult to prove. This is particularly so with psychiatric evidentiary onus on the employer. Another measure which
disability, repetitive strain injury, back injury or invisible 55 peen implemented by employers to tighten up arrange-
lumbar injuries, loss of sexual performance, hearing loss, etenents for implementation of the Act is to require, through
Amendments to the Actimplemented in the past two to thregmpjoyment  applications and employment contracts,
years have tightened up section 30A—Psychiatric disabiliformation and undertakings from prospective employees
ties—to require more stringent testing on compensabilityghoyt their prior medical history and subsequent conduct. In
Action was also taken to remove claims for incapacity tparticular, for minor claims the Act simply requires an
engage in sexual intercourse. Such claims were rampant gpjoyee to convince a doctor that an injury has been
1996 and in the view of many, constituted a flagrant abuse Qfystained. Of course, doctors stand to benefit financially from

the Act. a successful claim and it is a matter of ethics as to the extent

A problem is that a number of weaknesses remain in thg, which they give an employee with an invisible injury the
Act. Section 53 of the Act outlines arrangements for the,enefit of the doubt.

determination of the claim and it is arguably fairly weak in

the requirements it places on the claimant to substantiate a0 .o tion in the liaht of tort and mak lusi ’ ¢
injury. In effect, a worker can allege an injury, go to a doctor, egisiation In the ignt o tort and Maxe Conciusions In respec

have a doctor confirm that there is an injury, and make gf the objects of the Act. It is reasonable to conclude that
claim. A requirement for the injury to be witnessed by a thirdMOSt Of the objects of the Act are being achieved but there is
party, or for any other form of substantiation, is the some further work to do. The operation of this legislation also

employee’s word against the employer, although in certaill.TInderlines the difficulty th"?‘t exists in prgvention a}nd proqf
cases the Act requires an employee to submit to a furthdfl CaSes Of less apparent dishonesty. In incorporation of third
medical examination. Upon receipt of a claim through itsP@"Y negligence the employer contributing negligence into

claims agent WorkCover may direct an authorised officer t he general provisions ofthe Acton a no fault basis is also at
make investigations which may involve attending the he employer's expense for which there is no escape for
employer’s premises to obtain statements and other infornf@nagement.

ation. The employer is obliged to provide such assistance as The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
may be necessary to facilitate the investigations undepas expired.

section 110(8) of the Act.

There are weaknesses in the dispute resolution process, Mr CONLON (Elder): | did not intend to address the
however. A statutory right exists to review or dispute matter just addressed by the member for Waite: it is impos-
decisions on claims for compensation pursuant to section 88lble in a 10 minute grievance to give an examination of the
of the Act. The problem is that the Act is devoid of incentivesdepth and breadth of the ignorance of the member for Waite
for businesses to take the time or maintain the resolve ton this subject. | will just point out a couple of things to him
question claims they suspect to be fraudulent or dishonedtefore | move on to the subject | will speak about. In his
The reality is the employer must pay the levy, presently ordesperate desire to find dishonest and predatory workers on
average around 2.8 per cent of payroll. The levy provideshe WorkCover system, he has managed to identify 27. Let
insurance for the employer against claims. To furtheme tell him about some doctors, those doctors who take the
examine this problem for small business, | remind the Houselippocratic oath to care for people. | have seen them, at
that the Act enables dishonest claims to impact considerablyl 500 a pop, review hundreds of workers every year referred
on the levy an employer must pay due to the bonus penaltyp them by insurance companies—hundreds of workers every
scheme introduced in 1990 on the basis of section 67 of thgear over decades—and they have never found a worker with
Act. A participating employer with a good claims record mayanything wrong with him or her. So, when the member for
qualify for a bonus or remission of levy of up to 30 per cent.Waite talks about people with no ethics, when he talks about
A bad claims record is likely to result in penalty levies of upfraud, he should address some of his own bias and ignorance.
to 50 per cent. | also say this: if the member for Waite is injured at work, he

I have spoken to the strengths and weaknesses of the
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will have a far better time of it than any worker in South  We now see, since this grubby, vile deal, One Nation in
Australia. some seats in Queensland running the risk of putting people
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: in the Lower House. The Prime Minister, in his address to his
Mr CONLON: We are covered night and day. Having got Party room the other day, said, ‘They are nothing to worry
that off my chest, | turn to do something in this House that |about; the Democrats went that well at first.” What a consola-
have not done in the short time | have been in it. It goedion that is for the people of Australia. | point out that the
against my nature, but | congratulate the Government and tféémocrats have seven senators and, if John Howard believes
Liberal Party in South Australia on one position that theythat it is acceptable that these poison pedlars should have
have taken, and that is their position on matters associaté@Ven senators in our Senate, that they should hold the
with race. In particular, | refer to the Government's recent?@lance of power in this country, | believe that he stands
attitude to the Sorry Day of 26 May, and also to the attitudesondemned. o .
of the State Liberal Party on Pauline Hanson's ignorant One | refer also to the immigration policy of the current

Nation Party, that is, the decision of the State Liberal Partfzovernment. | referred to John Olsen as ‘the back door man’
to put it last when it comes to preferences_ the other day | believe that that does him a disservice

| compare this to the actions of the Prime Minister of Pecause, if there is a back door man in this country, itis John

Australia (John Howard) and the actions of the currentioward. He eventually apologised for his comments on
Queensland Government, scrabbling without ethics, withOL@_S'a_n immigration in 1988—he eventually did, dragged
principles, without morality, to keep their hold on Govern- Kicking and screaming. But he did not mean it, because since
ment. They stand in stark contrast to the principled positiof'€n We have seen a cut in migrant intake. | say, in all
taken by this House and, | must concede, taken by the LibergEiousness, that | wish with all my heart, in the interests of
Government in this House, which has never in my experienc@o_Uth Aystraha, tha_t we could have some migrants, and some
sought to score cheap political points in this despicable are4Sian migrants—migrants from anywhere. But what we have
Pauline Hanson, despite the unwillingness of John Howar§€€N is a cutin the migrant intake. There has been no analysis
to say anything bad about her, is a person who is ignorant iff the national interest, but we have seen subtle back door

the truest sense of the word: she does not understand or Wgh_anges_ that h_ave ensured that the Asian proportion of the
not understand the evil she does. migrant intake is not favoured. John Howard has got by the

The One Nation Party is a collection of flat earth econom-b"Ju_:l_kh(.jogr what he rtals%dtrl]n 1988, ar:d |td|sGa dlsgracet. tand
ic vision, snake oil policy remedies, and the rest of it is made is Government and the Queensland Government stan

up with a few pints of black, bitter hatred, ignorance andcondem_netg_for theltr position q?t_race._tr_]very nght-thw_lamg
xenophobia. Despite this, what have we heard the Primt erson in IIS clgun f[y IS ngwti' ng Wllt ??hervous c II |nd
Minister of this country say about members of this Party: eir spine looking towards the result of the Queenslan

“They are no more racist than you and I'. He might be ableelection on 13 June. | hope that the people of Queensland will

h himself and Pauline Hanson h nnspow better judgment than have the Government of Queens-
to say that about self and Pauline Hanson, but he ca ?apndandthe Prime Minister of Australia and turn their backs

Sayl\/lltrflgcr):t]segmtonis- She thinks John Howard is a gentle- ©" the ignorant, flat-earth, snake oil racist merchants from
man ) 9 One Nation: | hope that they will show better judgment than

. . . those people and not vote for them in the manner that the

Mr CONLON: And well she might. The Prime Minister o, rent polls suggest. But, if they do, it will be the legacy to
of this country, instead of condemning this woman, has dons country of the worst Prime Minister we have ever had.
nothing k_)ut blow kisses to her_across the Chamber for three | 45 not extend my condemnation of these people to the
years. His performance is a disgrace. Liberals in this Chamber. | again congratulate Minister

| turn now to the g.en|e that th|S Prime Minister haS |et OUtDorothy Kotz on her posrtlon on the Sorry Day and | contrast
of the bottle. And this man has a very poor track record int with the position of the Federal Government. John Howard
this regard. It was the current Prime Minister who, in aboutyj|| not apologise. He will never apologise: the man is too
1988, was the first person of any stature in this country t@mall, too churlish, too curmudgeonly and too deeply
play the race card, when he suggested that Asian immigratioghnservative in his heart—but we can live with that. But what
might need to be slowed down for the sake of nationaljiq we see from the Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
cohesion. The man has a track record. who has responsibility for the welfare of Aborigines? He

Let us look at what he has achieved for Australia in thecalled those members of Parliament who showed emotion
past three years. He has refused to be condemnatory about it ‘cry-babies’ and ‘wimps’. The Federal Minister for
Pauline Hanson and her poisonous followers: in fact, in theboriginal Affairs—in comparison with the Minister for
firstcomments he ever made about her he basically applaugboriginal Affairs in this Government—also stands con-
ed the fact that, since getting rid of the evil Labor Govern-demned. | hope very fervently, and from the bottom of my
ment, people had the right to speak their mind. We now segeart, that in the election on 13 June the people of Queens-
that the race genie has well and truly been let out of the bottljand show better judgment and foresight than does their
in this country. In Queensland, in collusion with Johncurrent Government.
Howard—virtually encouraged by John Howard—we have
seen a decision by the National-Liberal Coalition to directits Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | was not going to speak this
preferences to One Nation ahead of the ALP. That is a Partgvening but, having just heard the member for Elder, | would
that should have been condemned by every right-thinkingike to say a few words about One Nation and the Pauline
person, by every right-thinking opinion leader in this countryHanson factor. | am very proud of being an Australian,
and by every member of this House—and | applaud membetsaving been born in the City of Adelaide of ethnic parents
for that. It was given a status, a seriousness and a legitimaeyho migrated in 1928, and having lived in the heart of this
that it does not deserve, that it has never deserved, amity. | have always been proud that, as Lord Mayor, | have
Australia will pay the price. been able to travel the world and tell many people that people
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of 151 nationalities lived in the City of Adelaide and that sense which | want to embrace or which made enough sense
Adelaide probably did it better than anywhere else becaus®e make it worth our thinking about. It was all just criticism
of the harmony amongst ethnic communities: | have beenf people, because of their colour, eye shape or religion.

able to say that acceptance by the Australian community of | support the member for Elder. On Saturday week, we
multiculturalism was better and healthier in Adelaide than itshould all hope that Queensland people show a little character
was elsewhere in the world. and absolutely ignore her. | am disappointed with the Prime
We need go only to places in America to see the raciaMinister, too; it is appalling that he has not condemned her
hatred involving the Hispanics and Indians to realise how baghore strongly from day one and has allowed her to gain
things can be. Mind you, it was not easy for me in the earlystrength. She will become a knife in the side of every

years either, because there was not a proper understanding Rystralian—and not just those in ethnic communities.
the Australian community of what multiculturalism was all

about. | refer to the early 1940s when | attended Sturt Street Mr De LAINE (Price): This evening, | was going to raise
Primary School for about four years and I got into fightsa few issues involving my electorate but, after hearing the
every day because we were called dagos and all the othgfember for Mawson, | changed my mind. | just cannot
things that went with it. But that involved an ignorance by thepelieve the honourable member. Over the years, he has just
community about what the contribution by migrants wasnot been able to bring himself to give any credit to unions. He
going to be in this country. comes into this place and bashes unions at every chance he
I am horrified today that this woman—Pauline Hanson—gets, yet he knows nothing about them. He has no sense of
who has absolutely no substance is dividing the Australiamijstory. He is a farmer. | assume that he is a good farmer, and
community more than any other factor that has ever comgdare say that he knows a lot about farming. However, when
into this country. Never has one person developed so mughcomes to unions, workers and industrial relations, he knows
bitterness and hatred among people. The alarming thing ighsolutely nothing, and he should keep out of that area.

that it has given an opportunity to come out to all the |, antt speak tonight in support of unions and what they
rednecks who were hidden under the floorboards, kg5 e gone. In particular, | would like to speak about the union
termites in timber, because of one person's passion for hatrgf,t the honourable member criticised, that is, the Maritime

against anything that comes into the country from anothef)nion of Australia (MUA). The honourable member and
place. . . members opposite must realise that the need for unions was

| refer to her total hatred of Asians. _Certamly, I'am brought about by the way in which farmers and bosses treated
grateful to God that he gave me the capacity so that, when o ers in the oiden days. That treatment created the need for
look at a person, | see no colour or religion. I simply judgenions, so they were formed, and ever since then farmers and
them on what they are as a person and not their nationalityssses have proceeded continually to treat workers badly; and
country of origin or religion. Certainly, if the people of

land tupid hon Saturd Kt thtat has made unions as strong as they are today.
Queensland are stupid enough on Saturday week to suppor The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Pauline Hanson, they will lose the respect of every decent ) . . .
Australian, who will see them doing nothing more than ethnic . Mr De LAINE: | know that, but that's the history of it,

bashing and having no warmth or willingness to embracdinister. If the member for Mawson and other members are
others. unhappy with unions, they have only themselves to blame. |

We must look at the colour that the people of 151know that is a generalisation, as there are plenty of good
nationalities have added to our country and our communitf@mers and bosses. Nevertheless, bad farmers and bosses

I refer to the history that we have come to recognise from th@enerally caused unions to be formed and to become as strong
various ethnic communities, the different dances, the cuisine&S they are.
the customs and the colour that they contribute. Also, letus The member for Mawson admitted he was a member of
look at the number of people of ethnic background who hav@n organisation—the Farmers Federation. Of course, that is
come to Australia, who have now become proud Australian®nly another name for a union, and he admitted that in his
who fly the flag as Australians first and who have madepeech. We have the Chamber of Commerce and the Aust-
major contributions to this country in education, commercdalian Medical Association. Whatever they are called—
and business, health, architecture and many fields. In th&hether they be federations, associations or chambers—they
space of a week | could come up with 1 000 names of peopl@re unions, and they are there to protect their members and
about whom members would be well versed. Let us takéndustries. | have no quarrel with that; that is good. Members
David David, who is of Lebanese extraction, of the Cranio-such as the member for Mawson should not be hypocritical
Facial Unit. Where would that unit be today if it was not for and abuse workers who also want to be in a union and to
the effort of this man? Australians are proud because he h@articipate in union activities because, after all, we live in a
brought in children from the Philippines and South-East Asiglemocracy.
who have huge facial deformities and sent them home with  As | said, the member for Mawson has no sense of history.
a life. True, he mentioned communist activities within the Water-
That is just part of it. We should not forget what this side Workers Federation. In times past, the Waterside
country is all about, because its strength lies in our ability toNorkers Federation was infiltrated by the Communist Party.
embrace each other and work together. Once we becon@ver the past 130 years, the Communist Party and other
divisive and want to find faults in each other, we are doomedorganisations have made many concerted efforts to infiltrate
We will go down the proverbial gurgler quicker than the former Waterside Workers Union—the MUA as it is
anything. today—and destroy it from within. However, all those
The other night | listened to Pauline Hanson, and | couldattempts have failed. It is a great credit to the waterside
not make commonsense out of anything she said. | hawsorkers that they have been able to withstand those sorts of
watched her on television interviews for 20 minutes, and pressures, and this present dispute will also fail for the same
have not been able to find one idea that made any commoneasons.
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Itis necessary to achieve cooperation. The MUA members Most of the waterside workers | have known throughout
recognise that restructuring is necessary on the Australiamy life were decent men whom | could look up to. They
waterfront. There has been quite substantial restructuring, améme from decent families and always tried to do the right
the union has accepted a drastic decrease—about 57 ghing. All they wanted was a fair go, and | have been proud
cent—in the number of workers. They have restructuredo know them. They wanted only to be part of a union, to
enormously, but they admit that there is still a way to go. ensure that their work place was safe and to make sure that

The way to do that is by negotiation and cooperatiorthose conditions flowed on to other unions and workers in our

rather than confrontation. It is well known in Port Adelaide Society.

that, as a result of the cooperation between the Maritime Every Christmas a social function is held by the Maritime
Union of Australia and the shipping companies, muchUnion of Australia, and all present and all former Maritime
progress has been made. In fact, with respect to this latesnion members—seamen and waterside workers—are
conflict, Sealand and P&O have come out strongly in suppotfivited. I am also invited every year, and | thoroughly enjoy
of the maritime union and its work. There are no problemghat function, which is attended by a lot of men and a few
with that. The Eastern States are lagging behind and, as | sayomen. It is a marvellous show and it is good to mix with

the union recognises that restructuring needs to be undertaltese types of people. There is always someone in any
en. organisation who is a bit radical or a bit of a rebel, but most

The member for Mawson and most members opposite alyaterside Workers | know are depent, law-abiding citizens
enjoying a standard of living today which, in the main, wasWho want nothing more than a fair go.
brought about by activities of the former Waterside Workers_ ! Pay tribute to the effort putin by Federal Secretary John
Federation. The wharfies of the 1940s and 1950s did all the©0mbes and State Secretary Rick Newlyn during the recent
hard stuff: they worked under appallingly dreadful, dirty andMUA dispute. These two men are very sensible people. They
very dangerous conditions and endured enormously longgmained focused on the main game, they never got personal
working hours. In many cases they were treated like slave§.”d they conducted themselves on behalf of their members
Many waterside workers were killed and many very seriousiy" @n exemplary way. They contributed towards the two
injured because some of the bosses at the time forced thdffigments that were handed down in favour of the Maritime
to load slings and pallets past their safety limits, and with/nion. The fight is not over by any means but the Maritime
tragic results. Horrendous injuries and even death, as | saynion won the first two rounds and | pay a tribute to those

affected the families of the waterside workers enormously.WWo men, in particular, who led a disciplined effort by all
aritime Union members for the sake of the industry. As

These workers had to endure this situation, but they ha; e 006s by we will see how it bans out. but | am sure that
the guts to stand up and be counted. They won all the ha goes by P '
they will win in the end.

fights. They won wage and award conditions which ultimate-
ly flowed on to other unions and then to the general
community at large. As | say, every one of us in society toda)fh

tmhgssttfr:gg%tgﬁ?\mg%gmgZx?ésr%ggyvorkers Union forto disallow 'ghe River Murray Catchment Water Management
s t ) Board’s initial catchment water management plan for
In recent times members of the Maritime Union of 1998-99. It is a decision that | did not take lightly and one the
Australia put their hands in their pockets and gave $250 eac&hormity of which I am unaware. Tomorrow, when the matter
towards a fund to assist drought-stricken farmers. The total brought before the House, | will accept that at the end of
amount donated to the farmers was approximately $70 00@se day it is the Government’s decision, not my decision, so
This donation was to assist unfortunate farmers and thejry|| not resist it. However, tonight | want to briefly put on
families. | cannot ever remember a time when farmers pufhe record the numbers that were presented to the committee
their hands in their pockets and did the same thing fogogay. On the basis of those numbers, members will see why,
waterside workers and their families when they wereyn the surface, to support this catchment water management
suffering hard times. board is simply to support what could only be described as
The member for Mawson gave a couple of examples oh bloated bureaucracy.
what he called ‘unfair’ behaviour by waterside workers. | Mr Hill: If it's bad today it'll be bad tomorrow.
could quote hundreds of examples of the inhuman way in - Mr McEWEN: It will still be bad tomorrow, | accept that,
which shipping companies treated waterside workers. | wilbut tomorrow | will be only one vote out of 47. Tomorrow
not go into that now but, having been born and raised in Porarliament will decide. Tomorrow | will say at the end of the
Adelaide, and being very proud of it, | might add, over myday that the minority Government is accountable to the
lifetime | have known very many waterside workers, somepeople. That notwithstanding, | wish to put on the record the
having been family members. | am not saying that they wergumbers that were presented to us today, to give others the
always right but, as far as | am concerned, in most cases th@pportuni[y to convince us that they can be interpreted
were. differently. However, | can tell the House that, along with the
The vast majority of times they would strike on safety shadow Treasurer, my interpretation of the numbers is quite
issues. Very rarely did they strike for wages. Now and agairsimple.
they did, but people tend to think that they were always on Today we were presented with a total budget of just over
strike, that they were greedy and that they always wantefi6.21 million, of which at the end of the 12 months
more wages. That was not the case. Most of the strikes relatéd .49 million would be in reserve. That meant that this
to safety issues and, in the late 1960s, an agreement whadget would expend $4.714 million in the 12 month period.
signed whereby they would not strike for any reason othe©f that, $3.036 million would be taken out of the catchment
than safety issues. The workers have shown a lot of respongitidget as a contribution towards the National Heritage Trust,
bility in that respect and they continue to show that responsileaving in the budget $1.674 million of core funding. When
bility. | turned to the operating overheads | noted that approximately

Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | wish to report on a decision
at | made today in the Economic and Finance Committee
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half of that sum, namely, $814 000, would be spent orsensibility. He made two contributions, the second by far the
operating overheads. worse, and that was his appalling denigration of people who
On my reading of the figures, | inferred that 50 per centhave suffered under WorkCover, an absolutely one-sided and
of the total budget would be spent on overheads. One line ihiased account of problems in the WorkCover area.
the budget provides for ‘outsourcing—research and investiga- The earlier speech, which he made on behalf of the
tion—$300 000'. In the best possible light, | could take theMinister for the Environment, was an attack on me for
$300 000 out of the operating overheads budget and put @mments | made in the House yesterday. This was a written
into the projects budget. That would reduce the operatingpeech that even he, the member for Waite, was embarrassed
overheads budget from $864 000 to $564 000, so in the be&t be making. | was very interested in what he had to say.
case scenario, 33 per cent of the budget would be spent dtowever, | was very disappointed that the Minister herself,
overheads. if she had some objections to my comments or wished to
The worst case scenario is 50 per cent, and | would asttebate with me about these issues, did not come in here and
how anybody could seriously allow such a budget to ganake the comments personally. Instead, she sent a rather
forward. We will be told tomorrow that, as rubbery as it is, embarrassed member for Waite to make the comments on her
it is only an indicative budget. Do not believe that, becauséehalf.
the General Manager on $90 000 a year is already appointed; That is par for the course for this Minister. The comments
the Project Manager on $60 000 a year is already appointefljst made by the member for Gordon also demonstrate amply
and the Finance Manager on $50 000 a year is alreadyne incompetence of this Minister for the Environment. Again
appointed to run a budget of about $1.8 million. That iswe have a serious mistake in the Water Catchment Board
absolutely outrageous. The Administrative Officer onarea. Once again we have had an Economic and Finance
$40 000 is already appointed, and the AdministrativeCommittee object to a proposal put before it because of
Assistant, whose salary was not disclosed to the committeecompetence in the construction of the plan, a bloated
today (but | could put it down at maybe $25 000), is alreadybureaucracy in this case where 50 per cent of the levy would
appointed. These are not indicative. These are actual expenggsto administration.
that will be incurred in the next 12 month period involving  The same thing happened last week. Sketchy plans were
five people in this bureaucracy who have a core function oput before the Economic and Finance Committee, they were
managing a budget of $1.8 million. rejected and the Minister came into the House without any
On that basis, and after quizzing the experts who camwarning and wanted them pushed through the Parliament.
before the committee this morning, and then deferring th&adly, the Government’s numbers prevailed. By the sound of
Economic and Finance Committee meeting and reconveninit) the member for Gordon has done it again. | am disappoint-
this afternoon (thanks to the privilege of the House), we wered that, if today he considers it incompetent, wrong and a
given absolutely no reason to put any other interpretation butavesty, tomorrow he will consider it the opposite. You
that on the figures. On that basis, one could only disallow theannot have it both ways—either it is wrong or it is right. If
budget for the River Murray Catchment Water Managemenit is wrong, you should knock it off and allow the Minister to
Board's indicative catchment water management plasort out her own problems, because she has plenty of
1998-99. problems; water catchment is just one of them. We have seen
However, if we disallow in Parliament tomorrow, we do a whole list of mistakes she has made in that area. We have
something quite different. We actually now put the environ-two Independent members of this Parliament as a result of the
ment at risk. This is the second time within a week that wancompetence of the Government over this issue. That
have had a gun at our heads, when we have had to ask: whacompetence will continue.
comes first, democracy or the environment? Remember the When this water issue came to my attention just after |
‘Sorry’ day we had last Thursday, when we actually put orwas made a shadow Minister | said that the simple solution
the electors of Schubert the only division 1 levy on groundo this—what the Minister should do in the case of the South-
water anywhere in South Australia? | am not accountable t&ast—is to appoint an independent review process to try to
the electorate of Schubert for that, but remember that at th&ort it out rather than have local people with vested interests
time we were told that the Murray Catchment Water Managefighting amongst themselves. The Minister rejected that, said
ment Board also had division 1 levies in it. The Murraythat | was ignorant and did not know what | was talking about
Catchment Management Board does not have division @nd that | was totally wrong.
levies for ground water. | was delighted two days ago to receive some correspond-
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: ence from Dr Wally Cox and Mr Paul Baxter under the
Mr McEWEN: This is important. You will have your heading, ‘Independent Review of South-East Groundwater
opportunity tomorrow, Madam Minister. Faced with the factsManagement and Allocation’. The Minister for Environment
with which | was presented today, | had no choice but to sajnd Heritage has announced that they ‘will be undertaking an
that we cannot support a bloated bureaucracy with overheadi¥ependent review of groundwater management and
of somewhere between 50 and 35 per cent. Unfortunatelﬁﬂocation in the South-East of South Australia’. | feel
within the time frame, we did not have the opportunity to govindicated because that is what | said some months ago
back and renegotiate this expenditure. Tomorrow the decisioshould happen. After three or four months of absolute
will be one between democracy and the environment, andgonfusion and concern in the South-East we are finally

think once more, unfortunately, we will have to go ahead withgetting what should have happened, namely, an independent
it. review of the matter. No doubt the Minister will accuse me

again of being ignorant and get one of her backbenchers to

Mr HILL (Kaurna): Tonight | will address a number of come in here and make a speech in opposition to me. She will
issues in the environment area. First, | refer to a couple afiot come in here and say it herself.

contributions made today by the member for Waite. He The other issue where the Minister's incompetence comes

surprised me, because | thought he was a man of sonte the fore concerns native vegetation. Earlier this year the
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Minister introduced some regulation changes which wouldhot asking for a substantial amount—she would have got her
have allowed greater opportunities for people in ruralegislation through. But, no, she would not do that.
communities to clear native vegetation. The Conservation Another area in which the Minister has shown incompe-

Council was opposed to this and we opposed the regulationgnce is in relation to waste management. In this State at the
in this House. The Minister then said that she would set upnoment we have absolute chaos in this community because
a review of the native vegetation regulations and that thergohody knows what is happening in the area of waste
would be a process whereby all possible regulations could b@anagement. All the communities that face the threat of
considered. having dumps in their area are absolutely up in arms. No
Unfortunately, Jasemin Rose, the Vice-President of theonsideration has been given to their concerns. The Govern-
Native Vegetation Action Group of the Conservation Councilment s just ploughing ahead with a second-rate system. If the
wrote to the Minister and said: Government had done what its own document said it would
We were sure you proposed a full consultation re the Nativejo, which was to have a proper planning process and to

Vegetation Act and regulations. The significant changes to the ter ;
of reference are causing us considerable concern. We ask: why h%?g/géveenége EPA at a proper level, this would not have

you decided to make these changes?
Well they might ask because the Minister makes changes lots The other issue | will mention in conclusion relates to the
of times without telling people why she is making thosesecrecy which surrounds the Minister and her department.
changes. The council that looks after native vegetation, to&ince | have been the shadow Minister | have had two
is of great concern to the Conservation Council and to meoriefings with the head of her department. On both occasions
The Conservation Council of South Australia expressed tha political officer from her office was taking notes and was,
following concern: no doubt, reporting back to the Minister. | have been given
Despite the council being charged with the ‘conservation of theno other opportunity to talk to departmental officers whom
”?g‘_/;(\)/e%‘;tlaéiogroftthg gt%tft A’;rogjeefr;%gtri%\aeg} {ﬁgq:aéegﬁgt:?sﬂ have asked to see: | have only been allowed to see the head
or DI | versi n :
sail’, thegState Gove?lnment has appo?nted a majority of agricultura?]c the department. Lower level officers have not bee.” able t.o
interests (including the new Presiding Member—former LiberalS€€ Me. They look embarrassed when I front them in public
MLC Peter Dunn). . . places, at meetings and so on; in fact, they move away from
In addition, the Minister has reappointed a person to théne as they do not want to be seen next to me because they
council who was knocked off by former Minister Wotton have been banned from talking to me.

because he was so closely aligned to Graham Gunn, the |n fact, the chair of an independent board came to me and
member for Stuart. He basically did the bidding of thatsaid that he had been told not to talk to me. He had been
member, fell asleep during most of the meetings and theadvised against talking to me by the Minister's office. That
voted the way he had been told to by the member for Stuarsays something about the secrecy of that office. This is a
He was put back on the board by the current Minister, thisvinister who is supposed to be looking after protected
incompetent Minister, who replaced a botanist from thespecies, but by the way in which she behaves the only
University of Adelaide, Dr Jose Facelli, who actually knew protected person in her office is herself.
something about the issues—but why would you want  1hjs Minister is out of control. She does not know what
expertise to getintheway? _ s going on. She does not have the confidence of her back-
Mr Dunn, who is now the presiding officer of the Native pench, When she is on her feet they snigger behind her back.
Vegetation Council, said the following about native vegeta-they know that she has made a mistake about the water
tion in 1984, when he was a member of the other place: catchment boards. If they were capable of an honest vote,
I believe that agriculture should be given due consideration anﬂ1ey would vote against her and, when her Bill comes in

due reward. . . - .
With which we would all agree. tomorrow, if they are honest they will vote against it.

This legislation— . .
that is, the native vegetation legislation which he now Mr CLARKE (_ROSS Sm_|th). There areaCOl_JpIe of points
administers— that | will raise in my grievance debate tonight, and it is

cuts right across that objective and does not support or helgPPropriate thatyou, Sir, should be in the Chair when | make
agriculture in any way at all. some observations with respect to Question Time today and
How can a man who was opposed to this legislation when iyesterday. Yesterday, | believe that the Opposition asked
was first introduced 14 years ago now be put in charge cibout six questions during the hour set aside for Question
running it? How could anybody have confidence that thisTime; today, according to my calculations, the Opposition got
particular board will do the proper job that it was set up tothrough seven questions. The last Minister to answer a
do? guestion was the Minister for Education, Children’s Services
The other area in which the Minister has shown he,and Training who took six minutes to answer a dorothy dixer
complete incompetence concerns the Pastoral Act. Some tinfi@m the Government side.
ago, the Minister put forward some amendments to the |do not know whether someone is running a secret book
Pastoral Act. There was no proper consultation with then this House on who can be the most verbose and time-
Opposition. | did not see any departmental officers. | had avasting Minister on the front bench, or who can exceed the
brief chat with the Minister, who told me that it was all right; former Minister for the Environment (the member for
but little information was passed. We opposed it, and in thédeysen) in being verbose and time-wasting in answering
Upper House it was referred to a select committee. | offereduestions. We repeatedly see Ministers, particularly in reply
to negotiate a compromise on this. | talked to the Pastordab dorothy dixers, engage in debate, which, in my view, is
Board chair and to the Farmers Federation. | said that if weontrary to Standing Order 98, and taking inordinate time to
could get some acceptance on a few simple issues we woudthswer the question. The truth of the matter is that they do
get this legislation through; but no compromise was offerednot answer any questions. In fact, Standing Order 98 is more
If the Minister had accepted that compromise—and we weronoured in the breach of it than in its observance.
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Over time, a practice has developed where Ministers areommitment of October 1997. They lack spine, and they lack
given a great deal of latitude in the way in which they answemny guts or integrity whatsoever.
questions. | have often thought that, if | asked a question | expect that sort of behaviour from members of the
about whether the sky was blue, the Minister would reply that iberal Party because that is their track record. If you deal
the moon was made of cheese—there would be a great degith snakes and snake oil salesmen, do not expect them to
of difference between the question and the answer. That is theact any differently. The Democrats do not pretend to be
type of answer that we get from Ministers. | think this holier than the members of the Liberal Party, but this is a bit
Parliament is being treated with absolute contempt byich coming from the Democrats when they pretend to be
Ministers of the Crown. They make no attempt to answekhglier than thou and end up being harlots.
questiqr_]s bL_Jt deliberately pad their answers to frustrate the | saw them engage in that type of behaviour with respect
Opposition in terms of the number of questions that thgq the retail shop trading hours in the last Parliament, when
Opposition can ask, and there seems to be very little that thee Hon, Mike Elliott stood out on the steps of Parliament
Opposition can do about this. House with me, saying to the small traders and shop assist-

When the Opposition reacts by way of interjection orants, ‘We will not support the extension of Sunday trading’
heckling or whatever else that may take place, it is more oulith respect to the shopping hours—but they ratted at the
of a sense of absolute frustration because Ministers refuse &eventh hour. | remember the Hon. Mike Elliott outside on
be accountable for their actions. They treat this Parliamerthe steps of Parliament House before 15 000 workers on a hot
with contempt and give long-winded answers which, in theday in February 1995 saying that the Democrats would not
main, have no relevance to the questions that are asked. | willlow the atrocities the Government sought with respect to
leave my criticism of that aspect of Parliament at thisworkCover to take place; they would oppose that legislation.
juncture. | can only trust that there will be some restoratiorBut they ratted in substantial part when push came to shove.

ters to this Parliament and this Chamber, in particular, bour years during which I have been in this Parliament. This
questions being answered succinctly. is their biggest test, because if the Democrats fail this test

The other point that | want to raise concerns a rally thathey are utterly condemned. No more can they say, ‘We will
| attended this evening in Victoria Square of those personkeep the bastards honest’, because they have not done that
who oppose the sale of ETSA and Optima Energy. | had thevhatsoever. They have betrayed all those people who voted
pleasure—if | can term it that way—of listening to the for them with their primary vote and who had not yet decided
Democrat spokesperson for ETSA and Optima Energy, thio come across to the Labor Party. We got a lot of their
Hon. Sandra Kanck, speak at that meeting. | could beecond preferences, but not their primary vote. They will
forgiven for thinking that the Democrats—who, when theycondemn themselves at the next election; they will be the
went to the election in 1997, like all the major Partiesbastards, because they have not honoured their commitment.
including the Liberal Party, said, ‘We will not sell ETSA or We have seen this before with the Democrats federally with
Optima Energy’ and who pride themselves on ‘keeping theespect to the Industrial Relations Act when Cheryl Kernot
bastards honest'—would be readily able to give their side ofvas the Leader of the Democrats.
the picture in so far as the Government’s proposal to sell  An honourable member interjecting:
ETSA or Optima Energy is concerned, but what did we hear - c| ARKE: | understand that, and | have not forgiven
from the Hon. Sandra Kanck tonight? Very simply, she is stillhe for what | regard as her ratting on the workers with
sitting on the barbed wire fence—and apparently enjoying ityegpect to that industrial legislation in Canberra. She has her

| do not know what sort of a masochist is the Hon. Sandraiews on the matter; | have mine. What | am particularly
Kanck, but the Democrats garnered a lot of votes in th&oncerned about here in South Australia is the lack of
Legislative Council at the last election by making it absolute-backbone of the Democrats. When | heard this mealy-
ly clear in their campaign commercial—Don't sell South mouthed type of act of ‘on the one hand this and on the other
Australia short'—that they opposed the privatisation of thishand that’ it reminded me of the comment of President Harry
State’s fundamental public utilities, including ETSA and Truman. When discussing the economy he said, ‘For God’s
Optima Energy. The Hon. Sandra Kanck is now going aroundake give me a one-handed economist.’
wailing and wringing her hands, investigating all the \yhat we want from the Democrats is a firm answer. Will
Government's positions with respect to the sale of thesgney live up to their election commitment or will they once
energy concerns, in order to make up her mind as to whichgain try to weasel out at 2 o’clock in the morning after
way the Democrats should vote. pretending they are the great champions of the working class

In my view, it is very simple. The Democrats got an extraand, when the going gets tough, slink away and show the lack
member in the Upper House partly because they campaigned spine they have shown so often in this Parliament?
strongly on the basis of ‘We’ll keep the bastards honest’ and
‘We oppose the sale of ETSA and Optima Energy.’ Itisno Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Earlier today in my
good now for the Democrats to say, ‘Just like the Premiercomments on the budget | mentioned school closures and said
we've been thunderstruck by new information which makeghat | would address that issue further. | wish to do so now.
us gnash our teeth and wail. The Democrats would like th&'he announcement that the Government intends closing 30
Labor Party to relent on its policy position so that they canschools caused great distress and alarm to two schools in my
take the high moral ground and vote against this proposatlectorate in particular, because they recognise that because
The Democrats hate having to show some backbone, but af their small numbers they are likely to be focused on first.
this vote there is no in-between. They cannot be like blancBut each of those schools has its own community, its own
mange and slip between the rocks and somehow escapkaracter, its own need to exist and its own need to decide its
unnoticed. If ETSA and Optima Energy are sold, that willown future, not to have a future thrust upon it. Tonight I will
happen solely because the Democrats ratted on their electigpeak about the needs that those schools are addressing.
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One of the schools is Lonsdale Heights Primary School ipparents with low expectations of education and its value. It
Sunningdale Crescent, Christie Downs. It has 270 childretakes a lot of work in the school community to provide that
attending it at the moment, from CPC to Year 7. Some 60 pehnigh expectation which is likely to make children achieve.
cent of the students are on schoolcard, and it is recognised @ike parents need to be engaged in the school activity and
a disadvantaged school under the Commonwealth Literacgffirmed in the value of what it has to offer. One recent
Program. Forty-nine of the children in the primary school areexample at Lonsdale Heights was an outbreak of head lice.
on special education programs, but | am pleased to say thhatstead of doing what normally happens and calling in the
34 children are students with high intellectual potential anccommunity nurse, Geoff Higgins called some of the parents
on a special SHIP program. This is a new initiative whichtogether to discuss their experience of dealing with head lice.
recognises that children of high intellectual potential in anThey also brought in the community nurse to take part in this
area where educational expectations are generally not highiscussion. Once againitis an indication of the way the City
have particular challenges. This program has received af Onkaparinga is prepared to engage with its community in
fantastic response and the children and their parents hataking this different approach. The result of that single
embraced the opportunity. incident was that the parents felt much more empowered,

The school has new leadership this year which, figurativemuch more able to feel that they had some experiences that
ly, has breathed new fire into its belly. The Principal is Geoffwere worthwhile, and to engage in the problem of eliminating
Higgins who comes with a great commitment and passion thead lice, simple as this might seem.
providing educational opportunities for children who, under  Another indicator of a low level of expectations of what
normal circumstances, may not expect to do very well aa child can achieve is participation in a music program.
school. He is ably supported by his deputy, Chris Brown, whdEducationists generally consider that playing a musical
is extremely creative in his interactions with children and hanstrument as a child offers many opportunities in terms of
has reformed the school assembly process so that children atiscipline, of learning the value of repetition and of learning
able to display their skills and talents in many ways, develophe value of concentration, and it is regarded as being highly
some confidence in public speaking and in being able to shownportant in developing children with high motivation and
their achievements. Another important person in the leadeexpectations. Four of the 210 children in the primary school
ship team is Michael Howell, the new Chair of the schoolat Lonsdale Heights play a musical instrument, and they come
council. As are many of the leaders in the school communifrom two families. In contrast, just to take at random a school
ties in my electorate, Michael is experiencing long-termfrom the much more privileged area of Magill, of the 570
unemployment. He and many others have devoted thestudents in the primary school at Magill, 140 have the value
attention to their children’s opportunities, through extensiveof playing a musical instrument. Overcoming that deficit is
participation in the school and the efforts of these people isomething that requires special concentration in the school
really making some of the schools in my electorate zing andommunity.
develop strong bonds between the school and the community. The second factor was focus explicit teaching, which

What are the issues facing the Lonsdale Heights schoeheans that the learning must make sense to each child. Again,
and many similar schools? One issue is convincing some ahis is something that can be achieved in a community that is
the children and their parents of the value of the educatiosmall enough to be able to identify with the needs of the
that they have access to through the school. Another issuedsildren and their family. Most important is engaged learning
the maximum utilisation of the scarce resources available itime, which is underpinned by good relationships and respect
the school. Itis a bit old, a bit tired and a bit run down. | wasand trust between the parents, children and teachers. Again,
pleased to see that expenditure in the budget is earmarked farschool of 700 or 800 is less likely to be able to develop
replacing the straw ceilings in the school, one of those datethese relationships than is a school of 200. Lonsdale Heights
architectural phenomena now causing great problem$ias made great progress in building a school community
especially for children and staff with breathing difficulties. where all can flourish. If it were to close, the nearest school
However, there is a special role for small schools. This ha Christie Downs Primary School, a large school of around
been shown in some recent Victorian research which has be@0 pupils. It is also excellent in its environment, but for
looking at the important place of small schools in addressingome it will be unsuitable because it requires the crossing of
poor literacy, especially in areas where there is a high levahajor roads; for others it will be unsuitable because it is just
of low literacy. too difficult to get there; and for still others it will be

Dr Peter Hill has identified that to do well children in unsuitable because it removes the choice that parents have
these environments need high expectations, focus expliditad in deciding whether their child will do better in a large
teaching and engaged learning times. These are all bestin a small school.
provided in a small, friendly, community based school Parents with money have lots of choices about their
environment. | will look at each of these factors in turn. First,children’s education, and | consider it important for parents
in relation to expectations, itis generally the case that, whewithout money in the Christie Downs area that their choice
parents are experiencing long-term unemployment, it i$e preserved. The other school at risk is the Morphett Vale
difficult for them to see that their children could be doctorsSouth Primary School. | previously noted some of the factors
or lawyers. They often develop considerable skills in thenvolved there in terms of its providing education for children
workplace only to find that they have been replaced byn transit.
technology, international capital and tariff adjustments. Itis
very hard to feel much self-confidence and self-esteem when Mr FOLEY (Hart): | want to make a short contribution
a job that you have been proud to do no longer exists ionight. The issue of Pauline Hanson was raised extremely
Australia and you begin to feel that you are as irrelevant asloquently and with great passion tonight by my colleague the
the work you did. member for Elder, and | also acknowledge the contribution

For these parents to inspire their children takes extréy the member for Colton. In no way do | want to contribute
effort, especially when there are high concentrations of thesany more in terms of the great feeling put in by the members
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for Elder and Colton, except to say that | think that, giventhe  Tonight | want to touch briefly on another issue that has

speech in the past 24 hours by Pauline Hanson, which is orfead a little bit of airplay and perhaps will get a bit more

of the most reprehensible speeches made by a politician iomorrow.

this Commonwealth, it is an opportune time for us on both Members interjecting:

sides of this House to make some contribution. Mr FOLEY: No, justa couple. | refer to water catchment
The member for Elder is to be congratulated for not?0'ds- The Minister for Environment has been most upset

making this a Party political issue in this Chamber. He quitew'th the actions of the Economic and Finance Committee. |

rightly acknowledged the statements of the Minister fors'mp.Iy say to the Minister for Ervironment that she may well
e highly critical of the Economic and Finance Committee

Aboriginal Affairs—and, indeed, the present Premier and th ut, if she as Minister and her officers in the environment
former Premier were not at all supportive of Pauline Hanson; "

Unfortunately, the Prime Minister of this nation is not of thatdgga[m:rguiirgegrsepgfs;g ds'%g %f;:lg tvovt:ﬁ(ta aErgolr(lec?r?qitchgg d
view, and | believe that is quite regrettable. One of the fe q P prop

times that | have felt at one with comments of Malcolm |2anrgeOCSc;rlan![t;g(rav,v;vr% \{\gg:eﬁp tsﬁens/:ggr;hevr\r/‘a?‘;cééﬁ;f
Fraser was when | heard Malcolm Fraser’s reflections on thg1 prop p y by Y

decsion of e Coalon Pares n Queensiand i terms o SLECSL NS, LS e abbilng i contes
the preference allocation for Pauline Hanson. | believe tha} 9

former Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser was correct in his eTsP?m'\(j.cp?clli&oEn. . t tand
condemnation of the decision of those Coalition Parties. e Minister for Environment can rant and rave, carry on
and be critical of the Economic and Finance Committee, but

| believe that this nation lost a great opportunity throughwe are not a rubber stamp committee. We will not rubber
our Prime Minister’s not taking the views of Pauline Hansonstamp poor proposals, and credit goes to the Presiding
head-on some 2% years ago. | recall attending a luncheon Bember of the committee and to all members of the commit-
a guest at the Israeli Chamber of Commerce in Southee—Labor, Liberal and Independent—for being prepared,
Australia and | will not name the senior businessmanvhen poor Government policy has been put to us, to say, ‘We
involved, but | discovered that a former head of one ofwill not accept this.’ Today was an example of that. In
Australia’s largest banking groups was quite a fan of Paulingairness to the Presiding Member and the Liberal member,
Hanson and, much to the horror of many of us at thathey did oppose it—
luncheon, he was quite supportive of the Prime Minister, Ms White interjecting:
supportive of the right of Pauline Hanson to say what she had Mr FOLEY: No, in fairness to the Presiding Member, he
said and very supportive of the overall tenor of what Paulinelid oppose the proposal to object.
Hanson was on about. Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

In fact, | will name the person: it was Jim Service, the_, Mr FOLEY: No, in the Chamber, by way of interjection.
former Chair of Advance Bank of Australia. | was stunned 1 n€ public criticism will come tomorrow. The committee has

by his contribution, because | would have thought thashown an ability to work through those issues. The credit |

someone in banking, and someone who had made great ga ve to the Presiding Member of the Economic and Finance

in business in terms of dealing with Asia, would not in any ommittee is that he allowed the committee to work through

way, shape or form be remotely supportive of or interesteﬁ“ose issues: even when he has not supported the views of the
in the comments of Pauline Hanson. He certainly was—an{t2Por Party and the Independent member, at least he has
many at the dinner table would verify those comments. |r151IIow_ec_i Us to carry out our proper parliamentary d_ut_y in
addition, to have made those remarks at the Israeli Chambgfrutinising these proposals. Itis poor form by the Minister
of Commerce showed significant lack of judgment and veryiOr Environment to be criticising and chipping away at the
poor taste. That was 2% years ago and, because political afi§°nomic and Finance Committee when she should really be
business leaders at the time were not prepared to ma oking at the poll_cy formL_JIatlon within he_r own agency and
significant attacks on Pauline Hanson, this has allowed aiji€ guality of the information put to us. | simply give her the
environment over the past 2% years or so in which the viewd'€SSage as constructively as | can in Opposition that, if she
and the attitudes of Pauline Hanson were encouraged, an@{oWs such poor proposals to keep coming before the
believe that that is a great shame for this nation. committee, we will keep senc_img them back. It is as simple
as that. If she wants to avoid the embarrassment and the
I know that | speak for most, if not all, members in this hassle of having to deal with these issues time and again, she
Parliament in condemning the views of Pauline Hanson. Heshould get it right in the first place and she will not have a
role in the Queensland State election is clearly opportunistigroblem.
Her speech last night was disgraceful, and | believe that
Pauline Hanson should be condemned at every opportunity. The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
I believe that the very brief contributions from both sides ofTonight | want to take time to talk about small business
the House tonight have been appropriate, well made and@mpliance costs which, | know, will be of interest to all
signal that certainly in this Parliament and in this State bottmembers in the House. Earlier this year | mentioned that one
political Parties in this Chamber, together with the Independef the ALP’s chief sayings during its time in Opposition was
ents and the National Party, will not cop the views ando build a stronger alliance with small business. Today | want
attitudes of Pauline Hanson, and we stand resolute ito elaborate further and talk about the impact of compliance
opposing that. And when politicians are prepared to show thatosts on small businesses in this State. By compliance costs,
opposition, her ability to make a beachhead in our State ismean the financial impact on small businesses of what we
thwarted. Had John Howard been prepared to make a similaecide in Federal and State Parliaments by way of legislation,
stance as many Liberals throughout this country have beaegulation or service. Compliance costs are the costs to
prepared to do, Pauline Hanson would not be as prominefiusinesses of interacting with Government in meeting an
today as she is. obligation or obtaining a service. Compliance costs are
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incidental to the obligation itself and are often related to thecentre—no further extension to Sunday trading in the
processing and providing of information. suburbs, having seen the devastation caused and the loss of
Each week for the past two years | have made a point gbbs that occurred in the central city since the move was made
visiting small businesses—retailers, manufacturers anbdy this Government.
service companies—to hear the views of small business and We also wanted to deal with a number of areas of
to help Labor develop a policy that responds to the needs afmproving the Government's relationship with small busi-
small business. In doing so, Labor is recognising the importress. We pledged to ensure that our Small Business Minister
ance of small business to our fragile regional economy. Wacted as the small business ombudsman inside a State Labor
are recognising that it is small business that has the best a@bvernment. We promised not to introduce any new taxes or
fastest chance to create jobs, particularly jobs for youngncrease any existing taxes or charges beyond the CPI. We
people, but small business is telling me and my Labopromised also to provide guaranteed response times by State
colleagues that it has become the forgotten sector of the Souovernment agencies to requests and applications from small
Australian economy. It is telling us that small business hasusinesses. We also said that we would establish a process
suffered from this State Liberal Government's failure toencompassing the Local Government Association, councils
provide the policies, leadership and confidence necessary fand small business to streamline regulation, and to establish
South Australia to take advantage of the longest period afeasonable time frames for local government development
continuous economic growth nationally over recent years. approvals and provide adequate consideration of economic
Certainly, Labor recognises the vital role that smalland employment impacts of new shopping centre proposals
business plays in South Australia’s economic developmenhbefore they were approved.
Small business should be the engine room of employment We also pledged to provide adequate resources within the
growth in our State but, under this Government, as | saiGtate’s economic development agency to support small
before, it has become an area of neglect with the Governmehtisiness and to establish a point of contact of small business
preferring the big end of town. Time and again | have beerin every Government department. We said that we would set
told by retailers that, because of sheer bastardry by shopping a bill paying hotline to ensure payment by Government
centre owners, particularly family businesses, despite huggepartments to small businesses within 30 days, and to
up front investment, they are often forced simply to work forprovide a level playing field in Government purchasing and
wages, and the response from most Westfield tenants | hatendering procedures for small and large business. We also
met has been overwhelmingly negative in terms of the wapromised to cut red tape by at least 25 per cent and introduce
they have been dealt with by shopping centre owners. Thegositive measures such as regulation exemption, a plain
just feel that they are battling against the odds, that there iBnglish approach to legislation and regulations, and the
a Government which is in bed with big business and big retaistandardisation of forms.
shopping centre owners, and that they are squeezed in Inthe area of small business education, we also said that
between. Labor would introduce small business management education
Certainly, the Liberal Government has failed to recognisenodules as part of relevant courses for senior secondary,
the changes to the structure of the economy and adequatehade and professional training students, and to establish a
protect small business from exploitation by big business irsmall business training advisory committee.
commercial transactions where the terms are determined by However, tonight | want to talk particularly about the need
parties with unequal strengths. While a few big interstate antb establish in South Australia how the range of compliance
foreign companies have received tens of millions of dollarcosts are impacting on the growth and potential of small
in incentive packages, small business in our State has borfeisiness in our State. Last week’s South Australian budget
the cost of those subsidies, paying more than their fair shajacked up a massive range of fees, fines and levies. We were
of taxes but still being ignored. told by the Premier that this action was tough but fair, even
Certainly, Labor is committed to developing and imple-though the same Premier and his Treasurer last year promised
menting policies that will strengthen the performance of smala balanced budget without a quantum increase in taxation
business by improving the business environment, continuingfter the election. Once again, that was a promise betrayed.
regulatory and microeconomic reform, and encouraging One problem is that whilst much of the focus of small
modern, efficient and competitive business practice. Weusiness is rightly on tax hikes, because small business will
regard small business proprietors and their employees as th@vays be hurt, there are other compliance costs that are not
new battlers, and certainly Labor is committed to forgingjust for taxes, fees and charges. Compliance costs are the
strong links and alliances with this sector. costs of local companies being forced to comply with
At the last election we announced that Labor, if electedlegislation and regulations passed by State and Federal
would assist small businesses by providing the policies anBarliaments.
leadership necessary to achieve South Australia’s full |was recently sent some information about the compliance
potential in terms of employment and economic growth. Wecosts issue that is currently of major debate in New Zealand
also announced strong measures in terms of retail tenancibasiness, Government and parliamentary circles. That
and fair trading. For instance, we pledged to introducenformation was provided to me by Mike Moore, the former
changes to the Retail Tenancies Act to strengthen reta®rime Minister of New Zealand. His information says that in
tenants’ rights. We promised to legislate to provide relief tathe early 1990s, when the New Zealand Government was
small business from unfair contracts, conduct or businesstruggling to stay on top of the deficit, it decided to stop
practices by commercial parties with greater bargainingaying the cost of red tape created by new industry-related
power. We promised to advise retailers of their rights to fightaws and, instead, made companies pay. Company heads said
cases of predatory pricing. We promised also to introducghat this resulted in a more sluggish economy, and many were
legislation to ensure that large retail centres pass on to theiteciding against expanding their companies, taking on more
tenants only the reasonable cost of services such as electristaff or even continuing business because of the rising costs
ty. Also, we promised—and this is so important for the retailof complying with Government regulations and legislation.



1104 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 3 June 1998

Of course, ultimately these extra costs were being passed @amEmployment Act had significant compliance costs which
to consumers. required them to take it into account financially. Some

In New Zealand the Employment Contracts Act, Resourcéusiness owners say that the net result is that the implementa-
Management Act, Building Act, Health and Safety Act, tion of much of the legislation has contributed to an ever
Human Rights Act, Privacy Act and Consumer Guaranteemcreasingly litigious society and that there are also large and
Act were just a few of the many dozens of pieces of legislanumerous costs in terms of financial penalties and time spent
tion that were introduced over a five year period. dealing with the IRD.

Researchers from the University of Victoria’s Institute of ~ Last year the magazindew Zealand Businessted a
Policy Studies published in 1992 a report which estimatedeport on compliance costs estimating that compliance costs
that the cost of compliance paid by New Zealand companiefor main business taxes amounted to $1.882 million, which
in administering business tax alone was close to $1.8 billiorincluded an estimate of 46.5 million hours of the time of
or 2.5 per cent of New Zealand’s GDP. Bill Wilson, the proprietors, partners, directors and other staff, and cost over
Director of Wilson and Horton, the publishers of the Auck-$600 million in extra advisory fees. It mentioned that
land daily paper, thBlew Zealand Heraldestimated that his compliance costs account for 13.4 per cent of the turnover in
company spent $1.5 million on compliance costs alone—amall firms but only .03 per cent for the largest companies.
sum rising at the cost of $500 000 per year. It cited one particular employee who said that she now spends

Some of the costs likely to result from legislation includeup to 40 per cent of her 50-plus hours a weak dealing with
the following: legal advice; other specialist consultantscompliance and related matters. The Government is reform-
needed in order to assist companies to comply with regulang and simplifying on one hand but using the other hand to
tions and legislation; the development of plans, for exampledispense new rolls of red tape. Every new Act becomes a new
health and safety in employment; physical changes to theost to small business.
work place to meet health and safety requirements; the Many, if not most, of those regulations | am sure every
development of documents, such as employment contractsember of this Parliament would support—basic protections,
under New Zealand’s iniquitous laws; procedural changesmportant safety, important health measures and important
for example, the rewording of terms of trade to comply withprivacy measures. What they are trying to do in New Zealand
the Privacy Act; the development of new procedures, fois calculate the cost of compliance—not the cost of the fees,
example, disciplinary procedures; training—direct costs plusut the actual cost of dealing with these obligations in terms
cost of staff to cover the positions of those being trainedpf business expenditure, given that the Government is bailing
technology, for example, new software; insurance forout of these areas and forcing in the private sector.
directors who now face greater liability under New Zealand’s The Commerce Committee of the New Zealand Parliament
Companies Act; and other internal alignment required, suclecided in August last year to conduct an inquiry into the
as from the impact of laws on accounting or marketingcompliance costs for small and medium size enterprises. The
functions. New Zealand parliamentary committee decided to focus on

New Zealand's Business Roundtable had broadesmall and medium size enterprises because 92 per cent of all
concerns about the costs of compliance, and the Executilmisinesses employ fewer than 10 full-time staff and SMEs
Director of that organisation, Roger Kerr, said that theoften lack the resources and expertise of larger businesses and
organisation’s concerns about compliance were far-reachirgre less able to achieve economies of scale, placing a
and included the wider problem of Government interventiordisproportionately heavy burden on them.
which concentrates benefits amongst particular groups, The New Zealand inquiry’s intention was to identify
whereas costs are widely disbursed. He said that this creatediere compliance costs that are related to ineffective,
a bias and unjust impact on the business sector. He also saldplicate or conflicting regulatory requirements could be
that resources devoted to compliance activities are a deadither scrapped or reduced. That is what | am talking about
weight loss from a community perspective and that recentonight—not getting rid of essential safeguards, essential
advances in financial management meant that there wepgotections, but looking at areas which have ineffective,
strong incentives for Government and its agencies to pastuplicate or conflicting regulatory requirements.
costs on to the private sector. The Commerce Committee of the New Zealand Parliament

Many New Zealand managers felt that they were less isaid that compliance costs are the costs of affected parties of
control of their organisation. For example, they said that thénteracting with Government in meeting an obligation or
Human Rights Act in New Zealand unduly restricted theobtaining a service. The committee conducted a major
wording of job advertisements and limited the questions thagxercise to survey New Zealand’s small businesses about the
could be asked of potential employees. That may well be anpact financially and in terms of time and money of
very good thing, but | am just citing some of the responsesompliance requirements and the associated paperwork, and
from businesses. The result, say business operators, is thaiw they affected businesses in terms of time, cost and
they are unable to build up a picture of a potential employeeompetitiveness. A survey form was prepared by the New
who may be put in charge of customers or machinery wortfZealand parliamentary committee to assist the initial selected
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The business group sagtoup of representative firms to identify what contributes
that the problem employees are usually those who are mostost to their compliance costs.
aware of their rights—the sorts of things that we hear from The committee recognised that not all questions would be
the member for Waite. relevant to every business, but it pointed out that participation

A number of very important issues were raised abouby businesses in the survey was crucial to enable the commit-
compliance costs. One of them is that policies of othetee and the New Zealand Parliament to initiate a program of
Government departments can impact on other laws. Fgrogressively eliminating unnecessary compliance costs and
example, Income Support in New Zealand automaticallyeducing others.
stands down people who have been sacked from their job. | obtained some of the information from that committee.
According to small business operators, the Health and Safety terms of its executive summary, for instance, it found that
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the inquiry’s methodology was to interview eight small to streamlining of regulations in the New Zealand area that
medium size businesses to identify a range of compliancenpact on small business in particular. | have certainly found
costs that those interviewees wanted the committee tim my visits to small businesses in this State that they feel
address, and then to conduct a larger postal survey of smalbmpletely overwhelmed. They are nervous about a GST
and medium size enterprises in the lower North Island of Nevbeing introduced that essentially will give them another
Zealand to verify the results of the interviews. From thosdunction acting as tax collectors for the Federal Government,
initial surveys, a range of compliance costs were identifiedhat they will again be buried in paperwork.

that the committee wished to address and wanted the New | go to places like Westfield shopping centres and see
Zealand Parliament to address, as follows: families—often a husband, wife and kids—working for basic
0} statistical returns: to limit the involvement of small to medium \y, ges, despite their enormous up-front costs, and when they
iselggo(l:gnmtglrg)zl;ses and/or to make statistical returns less frequent aa .ttheir bqsiness up and rL_lnning they are basically presgnted
(i) financial reporting: to provide exemptions where all With exorbitant, if not extortionate, demands for the continu-
shareholders are either directors or managers; ation of their lease. Certainly Westfield is an issue that is

(i) _timing of taxes: to streamline the dates for PAYE, GST [in constantly raised with me and with other members of
New Zealand], FBT and other taxes. Parliament.

It is interesting that the New Zealand committee—and |
would certainly advocate a similar approach by the Govern
ment here—appointed an outside adviser to assist t

If we are to have an accurate picture of our local regional
economy, if we are to be able to formulate policies in a

arliamentary committee. and that outside adviser first did ipartisan way to assist small business, we have to go out to
partl Y ittee, utside advi ! 'd 8mall business in this State and ask it what are the compliance
review of the literature of work undertaken in New Zealand

within Government organisations on compliance costs an osts in regard to regulations, compliance costs in terms of
. . 9 mp : me and money and in terms of the impact on the competi-
reducing compliance costs, and a review of national an

international research. as well as the interview series veness of their businesses. It is a useful process for this
’ ' Parliament and one which, if the Government and the

. The personal_ interviews ‘.N'th the e_|ght SMEs Wereparliament does not pursue, | will be asking our shadow
intended to provide a qualitative evaluation of comphanci\zg
g

: ' inister for small business to join me in a major survey of
costs to er]ablltla the New Zealand Ffarhament to decide wh all businesses in this State so that we can get a picture of
the most significant areas of compliance cost issues are, a compliance costs they face
which areas could be dealt with expeditiously. The list of ’

businesses was compiled from the Wellington Regional 1he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
Chamber of Commerce’s database of 1500 members. Tha, .+ Enterbris.es.):l move: (

postal survey went out in April this year and they gotareturn 14t the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
of 34 per cent, which is considered to be an excellengxtended beyond 10 p.m.

response rate. The remedies that respondents thought would Motion carried.

have the greatestimpact on their businesses were as follows:

(i)  to limit the involvement [as | said previously] of small Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | rise to speak tonight about a

businesses in providing statistical returns; P I . .
(i)  to make statistical returns less frequent and less complex; continuing trend within the Government in relation to

(iil)  to provide that different ACC [the Accident Rehabilitation S€crecy. Secrecy impacts greatly on the rights of all South
and Compensation Insurance Corporation] rates can apply to workefsustralians in their endeavours to access knowledge on how
within a firm doing fundamentally different work; their Government is operating. In particular, | speak of the
(iv)  to streamline fringe benefits tax returns with other returns;-ntracts on the Modbury Hospital and SA Water and what

and I
(V)  to subject entertainment benefits to fringe benefits tax. ~ the Government no doubt hopes, if things follow what has

The items that respondents rated as the three most urgef@W become an established practice, will be the ETSA

were as follows: contract_. _ _
(i)  statistical returns: to limit the involvement of SMEs and/or ~ The issue that is a common thread in the Modbury
to make statistical returns less frequent and less complex; Hospital contracts—and there are two of them now;following

(i) ~ ACC: to provide that different ACC rates can apply 10 he renegotiation of the original contract—and the SA Water
workers within a firm doing fundamentally different work; and . L . -
(i) financial reporting: to provide exemptions where all CONtract is commercial-in-confidence. When a contract is
shareholders are either directors of managers. negotiated | can appreciate, as can most people, the necessity
Certainly the result of the committee’s decision on theand need for confidentiality. Business operates today in a
priority of compliance cost issues to be addressed by the Neworld where profit margins are tight and, when we speak in
Zealand Parliament was that those issues imposed a signifire realms of the amounts of money that big Government
cant cost. This means that costs are significantly greater thaontracts generate, things can become pretty tight in the final
the public and business benefit that arises from the complstages of those negotiations. What | cannot accept is that
ance requirement. That is very important to stress, that thewhen the contracts are finalised, when all the signatures are
wanted to address those areas where the actual cost dfy and all the t's crossed and i's dotted, the details do not
compliance was significantly greater than the public andecome public, especially with contracts of such great size
business benefit. The SMEs generally wanted a major revangnd importance.
of the whole system; a credible option did exist; and proposed When the Modbury Hospital was first earmarked for sale
changes needed not only to be achieved within a reasonalitevas claimed to be the most efficient hospital we had in
time, but also to be workable and likely to actually reduceSouth Australia. There had been efficiencies introduced and
compliance costs significantly. cuts were made to make the hospital lean. In short, there was
In summary, | am suggesting that this major undertakingno fat left to cut. Why then would we want to sell off,
conducted in a bipartisan way in New Zealand with theoutsource, privatise—call it whatever you like—such an
cooperation of Government departments, business organisefficient public hospital? It was because there was no longer
tions, small business and so on, is likely to produce a majaa total commitment to the concept of public health as we had
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come to know it. | acknowledge that there might have beeso far have footed the bill. How can this be? Why do we have
room to introduce efficiencies: however, | do not and cannoto accept the ‘I will look after everything’ line that has been
accept that in the drive for more efficiencies we can make given to us in a climate in which | would think that it would
profit from the health system. be far better to have the facts on the table for all to see.
There is and always will be people to care for in a Itis not hard to feel that there must be things that would
community where we are living longer and have access taot stand up to scrutiny if each and every time efforts to
more sophisticated treatments and procedures. To makesabstantiate the details of deals being made within our public
profit from the sick—people at their most vulnerable—issector are hidden under the guise of commercial-in-
totally abhorrent to most Australians. In fact, tonight | had aconfidence. Surely after a contract is signed—for a period of
call from a constituent who was telling me horror stories of20 years in the case of Modbury Hospital—there is no risk
over-charging for services by doctors. That same constituetiiat making such a contract public could endanger it. What
also had a lot to say about lawyers—that is another story. fine print must be in the contracts to make the public access
Needless to say, we have all seen and heard stories abaat unpalatable to those concerned? What have we sacrificed
the American system of health care. We do not ever want tto see the transfer of figures on the balance sheet to put us in
see what happens there happen in Australia. We all remerthe black?
ber, too, how the President of the United States showed great With the water contract, it is a little different. Here we
interest in the Australian system of universal health care—have a commodity for sale and a service to be supplied. As
Medicare—so soon after his election to office and how hd recall, the tender process was finalised in circumstances
went to extraordinary lengths to study our system to see howpen to question. This should never happen. Our processes
he could implement measures that would contain what hachust be open and fair at all times. There have been and
become for him a matter of great and urgent national concerontinue to be many questions around the water contract,
Australians have always considered access to health canene more central than how, after all the promises, can the
as one of the most important issues in their lives—so muchrice of water go up rather than down. The answer is simple:
so that it continues to be an election issue at each and evewhen a contract is let to a private enterprise, they must make
election held in our nation. Outsourcing of public hospitala profit for shareholders. There are only two ways | know to
management was seized upon as an idea to contain the heattlake a profit on enterprises such as hospitals and water
budget—economic rationalism, user pays at its worst. To mytilities, that is, to put up the prices or to cut the costs.
knowledge, prior to Modbury it had only been attempted onc&0
before—at Port Macquarie in New South Wales. When news Cutting costs really means shedding staff, and shedding
of what was happening at Modbury became public, there wastaff results in the basic maintenance required to make
much consternation and several rowdy public meetingenterprises run efficiently not happening. The consequences

searching for information. of such cost cutting measures—false economies—were
The Hon. M.H. Armitage: Is this the Don Dunstan dramatically seen in Adelaide. We all remember the great
sausage sizzle? pong prior to the election and what happened recently in

Ms BEDFORD: We missed you at that one. Peter Auckland. No matter how much one might like to say there
Botsman from the Evatt Foundation in New South Waless no similarity and no possibility of the same thing happen-
made the trip to Adelaide to share information which gave ugng here, doubt lingers.
all grave concerns. It seems that no-one except the Liberal We have seen the shedding of many experienced staff
Government was convinced that there was a hope of makinfgom Modbury Hospital and SA Water. We have seen
a success of the quest for profitin a public hospital. So, aftducrative consultancies: more money paid out by South
a delay in signing the contract, which was caused, we werAustralian taxpayers, in some instances, | am told, to the very
told, by problems in drawing up the contract, the documensame people who are no longer members of the staff. One
was signed. Promised savings are still almost impossible tcannot help but think that it will be a long time before we see
measure, because we are denied basic information to measarey benefit from these experimental ventures. Public
the success of the experiment. ownership does not mean poor management and bad perform-

At the time, an inquiry was launched by the Legislativeance. | do not accept that we cannot run and maintain
Council. From what | know, that was all pretty tough going institutions such as hospitals and utilities that provide water
and answers were never provided because of commerciahd power. Utilities make and continue to generate a profit
confidentiality. Access via freedom of information was nofor this State that will no longer be there for us once we sign
joy, either, for those seeking answers to questions and, frotthem off—short-term gain that will bring long-term loss.
what the local action group which was formed at the time and  The relevant current debate before this House relates to
which still continues to work on behalf of the public’s right the sale of ETSA. We must be diligent in our examination of
to know tells me, things have not changed. the facts, which | am confident will not add up when

Yet another inquiry will commence shortly. Submissionssubjected to the close scrutiny that such a major decision
have been called for, and every effort will be made to defendleserves. We must take the action that is best for South
the rights of South Australians in their effort to make Australia and not only for a resultin the short term. We must
Governments accountable. What will that cost on top of theot be bullied into letting something happen without full and
first inquiry held prior to the October 1997 election? Ac- open discussion on all the facts and options. Selling ETSA
countable Government is lean Government and delivers this not the only option, but it appears to be the only acceptable
kinds of savings expected everywhere else these days. option for the Government. That is a tragedy for open debate

As everyone here will know, a second contract wasn this House and the wider community and, in the long run,
negotiated to assist the company which now runs Modburjor all South Australians.

Hospital to make a go of the whole experiment. Again, we are The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
not privy to the details. Parliament does not even have thkas expired.
chance to scrutinise the details on behalf of the taxpayers who Motion carried.
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The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier):1 move:  Department of Education, Training and Employment

That the proposed payments for the departments and servicégiministered Items for Department of Education, Training and
contained in the Appropriation Bill be referred to Estimates Employment
Committees A and B for examination and report by Tuesday 30 Junguesday 23 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m.

1998 in accordance with the timetables as follow: Minister for Human Services, Minister for Disability Services and
Tuesday 16 June 1998 at 11.00a.m. Department of Human Services
Premier and Minister for Multicultural Affairs Minister for Human Services—Other ltems

Legislative Council
House of Assembly

Joint Parliamentary Services Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |

State Governor’s Establishment move:

Department of the Premier and Cabinet To amend the timetables by leaving out ‘11 a.m.” wherever
Auditor-General's Department occurring and inserting ‘9 a.m.’.

Premier and Minister for Multicultural Affairs—Other ltems The effect of this amendment is simply to increase the time
ggggﬁfgray 17 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m. for Estimates by two hours by beginning the Estimates
Department of Treasury and Finance program on each day at 9 a.m. rather than 11 a.m. This year
Administered Items for Department of Treasury and Finance ~ the Government has programmed 10 Estimates Committees
Treasurer—Other Items over five days to match the reduced number of 10 Cabinet
Thursday 18 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m. Ministers. Junior Ministers will appear under the Cabinet

Deputy Premier, Minister for Industry, Trade and Tourism, Minister

for Recreation and Sport, Minister for Local Government andM'nISterS allocation.

Minister Assisting for Tourism This amounts to a reduction of two days and four commit-
Department of Industry and Trade tees compared with previous practice and will cut into the
South Australian Tourism Commission Opposition’s time to ask questions on Government and

Deputy Premier, Minister for Industry, Trade and Tourism—Otherbudget programs. Whilst the number of Cabinet Ministers has

ltems . .
Minister for Local Government and Minister Assisting for b€en reduced, the number of agencies remains about the
~ Tourism—Other Items same, and of course expenditure also remains about the same.
Friday 19 June 1998 at 9.00 a.m. One example of the way in which the reduction of time would

Minister for Environment and Heritage and Minister for Aboriginal |imit the examination of programs falls within the human

Affairs . . . . .
Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs services area. Family and community services and housing

Administered Items for Department for Environment, Heritage andVill now be included on the same day as health and disabili-
Aboriginal Affairs ties, resulting in less time to examine all three budget lines.

Minister for Environment and Heritage—Other Items A second example is that of the Minister for Government

Tuesday 23 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m. - s L .
Minister for Government Enterprises, Minister Assisting the Premief="1t7Prises and the Minister for Administrative and Inform-

for Information Economy, Minister for Administrative Services ation Services who are responsible for no less than
and Minister for Information Services 16 functions, including most of the State’s major commercial

Minister for Government Enterprises _ ) corporations. Over the years, members on both sides have
Department of Administrative and Information Services

Minister for Administrative Services and Minister for Information comr_nented on the nged to . improve ogtgomes from the

Services—Other ltems considerable effort put into Estimates by Ministers, members,
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B political staff and the Public Service. Much time is spent on

Tuesday 16 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m. preparing the Estimates programs by Ministers, political staff

Attorney-General, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Minister for anq the Public Service in briefing Ministers and by the

Justice, Minister for Police, Correctional Services and Emer- e . . - .
gency Services Opposition and their staff in preparing questions. An

Attorney-General's Department enormous amount of time and effort goes into that process.
Courts Administration Authority One of the main complaints centres on the practice of
State Electoral Office , Ministers’ filibustering, with long answers to dorothy dix
égﬂg'gtggggtg%?f for the Attorney-General's Department questions. As we have experienced over the past three or four
Department for Correctional Services years, this severely limits the number of questions that the
Country Fire Service Opposition has been able to ask. The practice in Federal
South Australian Metropolitan Fire Service Parliament is to continue until all questions are exhausted,
State Emergency Services SA and often they sit all through the day and into the small hours

Administered Items for the Police Department : ? : -
Administered Items for State Emergerr)my Services SA of the next morning. We are not asking for anything as drastic

Minister for Police, Correctional Services and EmergencyaS that: of eXhaUSting the Ministers so they make mistakes at
Services—Other Items 1 or 2 in the morning; we are simply asking for another two
Wednesday 17 June 1998 at 11.00a.m. hours, first thing in the morning.
M'n,'\iitﬁirsft%rrg??ﬁgosrtt:tz%lé;t\’,?,gglear?nmg’ Minister for the Arts and The second issue is that, unfortunately, in spite of
Department for Transport, Urban Planning and the Arts assurances from Treasury officials that the Change-over to
TransAdelaide accrual accounting would be accompanied by the budget’s
Minister for Transport and Urban Planning, Minister for the Arts andpeing totally transparent, the opposite has been true. The

Minister for the Status of Women—Other ltems budget is actually quite opaque. It is a victory for the
Thursday 18 June 1998 at 11.00 a.m. h f all th inth . h
Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources and Regionaficcountants at the expense of all those in the community who

Development have an interest in the programs of the Government and how
Department of Primary Industries and Resources ublic funds are spent. The change to accrual accounting has

Minlias tsr Iforan]) rirr\Tt]a%tlﬁdru ﬁtr;ﬁs' Natural Resources and Regionalargely eliminated the program information previously
Frida?/ f9°§’un2 1998 ate9.0% a.sm. available to the Parliament. No longer do we have in these

Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Training, Minister budget papers details of expenditure for individual programs
for Youth and Minister for Employment showing budgeted expenditure and staff allocations for the
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coming year, and no longer do we have figures of last yearargument about accrual accounting, | would have thought that

budget allocations, which would— anyone who had been in business—and | know not too many
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: members of the Opposition have been in business—would
Ms HURLEY: We are trying to ask questions, Minister; understand accrual accounting, and so it should be an easy

we just do not have enough time. We do not have figures gbrocess for those few—

last year's budget allocations which would allow areview of  Mr Foley interjecting:

performance against budget. The new arrangement of The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | actually know a bit about
comparing last year's actual expenditure with next year's; | think that should raise some very interesting questions.
budget is not transparent. It hides under-expenditures ang terms of questions being put on notice, the Opposition is
over-expenditures and the reasons for those outcomegware that any number of questions can be put on notice
whether they be changes in policy or perhaps in efficiencyguring the Estimates Committees and the Minister has a limit
As the Leader of the Opposition said in his reply to thegf 14 days in which to answer those questions. All the
budget, during the Estimates Committee Ministers will begpposition has to do is put remaining questions on notice and
requested to provide program information which is no longeghey will receive the answer within 14 days. The Government
shown in the budget papers. Ministers will appreciate howjpes not believe in filibustering and so members opposite will
time consuming this will be if they are not well briefed, and get very competent answers from all Ministers. The Govern-
it is hoped that the departments will provide the Committeegnent does not support the Opposition’s amendment.
with the same information as was previously available in th€ya pelieve there is adequate time and it is entirely up to the

Program Estimates. Nevertheless, additional questions wigh,,ition to ensure that it uses the time allotted by asking
need to be asked to elicit this information, and therefor(;/ery thrusting questions.

additional time will be needed. - .
- . . The House divided on the amendment:
In addition to the changes in accrual accounting, the

analysis of the budget is made doubly difficult by the changes Atkinson. M. J AYES (Zzéedford FE
to the administrative arrangement order and the creation of Breuer L R. ’ Ciccarel7lo.vl
the 10 super departments. In most departments it is quite Clarke' R. DI Conlon P’ F.
impossible to relate the information offered in this year's De Lai,ne.M. R Fole K O ’
budget papers to last year’s figures. | know that this difficulty Geraght ' R. K' Han)rll’a K '
is being shared throughout the community by interest groups Hill Jg Dy’ T Hurley A K (teller)
who have contacted the Opposition and said they are unable Ke),/ S W Koutsz'ant.onis T
to unravel the format to provide any useful comparison with Mcléwén IR 3 Rankine. J M ’
this year’s figures. N T

I hope that the Ministers will be fully conversant with the gg\]g’n'!' II_D ' ﬁ.?lill:an?s’ an JM G
changes that have occurred and will be only too willing to White P L. Wright, M J T
spend extra time sharing the details with the Estimates R NOES (24) R
Committee and the community at large—with the taxpayers Armitage, M. H Brindal. M. K
who are paying through their increased taxes for all these Brokensh'ire' R' L Brown, D'C'
expenditures. If Ministers are not confident in their own Buckby, M R T Condomyjs .S .G
advisers | hope they are able to bring additional Treasury Evans I F. ’ Gunn G’ M. ’
advisers to provide that advice. Hall J L. Hamilton-Smith. M. L

| approached the Deputy Premier earlier to negotiate on Inge’rslonl G. A (teller) Kerin, R. G T
extra time and was met with total refusal to consider any Kotz. D C o Lewis,l P ’
extra time, even for the larger portfolios. It is a shame that the Matfhevﬁ W A Mayvx;ald .K A
Government has chosen not to be as open and accountable as Meier E’ J T Olsen. J ’W' '
possible, but | hope that members on the other side will be Penfo’ld 'E. M Scalzi’ G '
able to support this small change in the Estimates Committee Such R' B. ' Venniﬁg .I H
timetable to allow some reasonable time to question Govern- Willia’ms. M R Wotton D .C '
ment Ministers on Government expenditure on behalf of B T
taxpayers. Majority of 2 for the Noes.

. Amendment thus negatived; motion carried.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): The Mr LEWIS: | have some remarks | wish to make before

Government does not agree with the amendment. I will makgoy put the proposition.

just a couple of very quick points. Some 85 hours of ques-  1,. SpPEAKER: Once the amendment is put, that

tioning aéeseblatilable to thell()pp:)s(;tifon in fi\;le lots of.tCt:omr%i;[-o portunity is lost. | am sorry, but | cannot accommodate the
€es, and o7z hours are allocated for each Committee. TNefamper for Hammond. The problem is that the Deputy

will be plenty of opportunity to ask questions. Premier in this case had already closed the debate.

Members interjecting: The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! ; . ; S
he Hon. G.A. INGERSON: In brevious vears. accord- That Estimates Committee A be appointed consisting of Messrs
The - 2 -Inp y J Clarke, Condous, Rann and Scalzi, Ms Thompson and Messrs

ing to the advice | have been given, it averaged between Adilliams and Wotton.

and 100 questions per session. So, there is plenty of oppor- Motion carried.

tunity for the Opposition to ask questions. In terms of the  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move:

general thrust of the debate, itis entirely up to the Opposition. that Estimates Committee B be appointed consisting of
Instead of asking political nonsensical questions, if membemsir Atkinson, Ms Bedford and Messrs Gunn, Hamilton-Smith,
opposite get to the point and ask the questions, | am sure th#anna, McEwen and Meier.

Ministers will give very competent answers. In terms of the  Motion carried.
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MEMBER'S REMARKS Mr WRIGHT: The honourable member said that |
criticised farmers. That is clearly incorrect. | invite the
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | seek leave to make a personal member for Mawson to check tttéansardtomorrow and |

explanation. look forward to his apology.
Leave granted.

Mr WRIGHT: Before the dinner break the member for
Mawson misrepresented me. Amongst his ramblings, he
made comments that | criticised the—

The SPEAKER: Order! A personal explanation should At 10.20 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 4 June
be based on fact. at10.30 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT
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