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The applicant has appeal rights to the Environment, Resources
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY and Development Court against the refusal. Any appeal must be

lodged within two months of the decision date.

Tuesday 30 June 1998 ~ While it is appreciated that the final outcome is not yet known,
given the existence of an outstanding application and appeal rights,
the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning is satisfied that the

. assessment processes established by the Development Act provide
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chairat  an appropriate mechanism to assess the merits of the proposal.
2 p.m. and read prayers.
FOSTER CARERS

NATIONAL ELECTRICITY (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) In reply toMr De LAINE (Price) 28 May.

(COMMENCEMENT) AMENDMENT BILL The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Under section 41 of the Family and
. o .Community Services Act 1972, no person can act as a foster parent
His Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated hisinless he or she has been assessed and approved for the purposes of
assent to the Bill. providing a safe and stable family environment for a child who
cannot, for whatever reason, remain within the care of their own
family.
The Department of Human Services has the legislative responsi-
. bility to approve and register carers following the recommendation
His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommendest agencies involved in the engagement of foster carers. These
to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money dsgislative requirements are maintained through the Carer Approval

might be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill. @nd Registration Service (CARS). This service is located within the
Community Services Division of the Department of Human Services.

EMERGENCY SERVICES FUNDING BILL

All foster care assessments undertaken by service providers are

LIVING HEALTH based on a Manual of Practice entitled ‘Standards for Assessment
and Approval of Caregivets . This manual was written and

A petition signed by 146 residents of South Australiaendorsed by the Department of Human Services following consulta-
requesting that the House urge the Government to reconsidé@n With agencies involved in the recruiting and engagement of

its decision to close Living Health and to ensure that existing® X .o | esponsible on a state-wide basis for approving and

sponsorships currently funded by the tobacco tax arggistering all Carers within the Alternative Care System, on the
maintained was presented by the Hon. R.B. Such. electronic Justice Information System (JIS). This includes carers
Petition received. engaged by Anglicare, South Australian Aboriginal Child Care
Agelncy, Porlt Pirie Clentral Mission andd Angli(%an ChC)|r;rj1mur|1ity Care.
It also involves relative carers and specific child only carers
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE identified by social workers in the Department s Family and Youth
) ) Services Centres.
The SPEAKER laid on the table the seventieth report of  CARS also has responsibility to register and approve carers who
the Public Works Committee, being the final report of thedo notfall V;/ithin the scope th(;\ebAltematiV_e Care ﬁervicess Sy.stem;f
; ; ; or example carers recruited by agencies such as, Society o
committee on the Hlndmarsh Soccer Sta_ldlum Upgrad% onsors, Interchange, Community Accommodation and Respite
Stage 2, which has beerj received and pupllshed pursuantigency (CARA) and SOS Children s Village.
section 17(7) of the Parliamentary Committees Act 1991. ~ The responsibility to recruit, train and recommend the approval
of carers remains with the service providers.
QUESTIONS Screening Process
At the commencement of the assessment process all potential

. ; : carers are required to sign an ‘Authorised release of Information’
Th_e SPEAK_ER' | direct th_at written answers to _the form from various parties. This is deemed essential due to the
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in thguinerability of the client group. The checks include:
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in 1. Police checks which identify and examine any police charges.
Hansard Nos 7 to 10, 37, 53, 73, 80, 99 to 103, 112, 114, 2. Departmental checks investigating any previous family
116, 119, 120, 122, 125, 127 to 130 and 134; and | direct th&Pntact with Family and Community Services.

the following answers to questions without notice bepr 3. Health checks, obtained through the family s General

o ; . actitioner.

distributed and printed inlansard 4. Written references from persons not related to the applicant.
The Department s role through CARS is to acquire departmental

JJJ RECYCLERS and police checks on the service providers behalf and advise them

of the outcomes.
In reply toMr WRIGHT (Lee) 28 May. 1. Police Checks

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Minister for Transport and All Service Providers must conduct police checks on carers at the
Urban Planning has provided the following information. beginning of the assessment process on all adult members of the

The Minister for Transport and Urban Planning did not declarecarer s family, including baby sitters.
the proposal as a major development. The Minister resolved thatthe There are several circumstances which could preclude a potential
normal assessment processes under the Development Act werarer from being approved. These include:
adequate to consider the merits of this development. The member for If a potential foster carer has ever been convicted of any sexual
Lee was advised accordingly on 21 May 1998. offence, no matter how long ago, the application will not be
On 9 June 1998, the Development Assessment Commission considered for approval and registration.
conducted a hearing of representors and subsequently resolved-to If a potential foster carer has been convicted of an offence
refuse development approval. In summary the Commission did not  involving violence against another person in the last 10 years the
consider the site for the proposal to be suitable given its close application will not be considered for approval.
proximity to existing housing and other activities which are If such a conviction is more than 10 years old, further consider-
potentially incompatible. While the Commission has refused thisation of the applicant will be subject to the consideration of the
application, there is an outstanding application yet to be determinedature of the seriousness of the conviction and/or an assessment of
for a very similar development on the same site. The Minister fotthe applicarit s current attitude toward violence.
Transport and Urban Planning has been advised that the Commission If a potential foster carer has been convicted of a drink driving
has contacted the applicant to ascertain whether it intends to proceed or drug offence in the last 10 years further consideration of the
with this application given the decision made by the Commission on application will be subject to a careful check of the nature and
9 June 1998. frequency of convictions.
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_If such a conviction is more than 10 years old, further considerfreedom to try their hand in a competitive, deregulated
ation of the application will be subject to an assessment of thenarket, and we are still suffering. This is not an experience

applicant s likelihood to reoffend. ; ;
2. Departmental Checks which my Government intends to repeat. Importantly, our

If information reveals a family history of substantiated child plgn for power is alsp tlmg to take advantage O.f the narrow
abuse, or an inability of a parent to protect their own children, orthé’Vlnqow of opportunity which we have. Th|5 window will
applicant is a current client with issues of parent child conflict, themaximise the value that we can receive for our power
application will not be approved. utilities. In doing so, we can secure the financial future of

3. Health Checks . _ . South Australia by reducing the burden of debt of our current
- Itis compulsory for all potential carers to provide information on

their health status as part of the assessment process from thiterest bill of $2 million a day. To lock in these savings, our
general practitioner. The information is gained via a questionl€gislation will set out that the total net proceeds from the sale

naire which covers aspects of physical and mental health in af our utilities will be deposited in a special account in

historical and current context. This information must beTreasury. This account will be available only for the purposes

completed and signed by the GP and is considered by agencigs paying off debt

in their assessment of a carers suitability. : . . .

The Department has the power of veto in the decision to proceed Ve have made commitments to upgrade hospitals, provide
with the application or not, based on the outcome of both departmer@dditional computers for our school children and to fund

tal and police checks. environmental improvement programs. All this can and will
Carslrlsaer\gresvﬁdergoacomplete review annually and further polic be delivered from the financial flexibility of the State's
checks are taken every five years. anavmg much onver interest payments on a vastly reduced
Further Information State debt. But, if we want these benefits, we do not have the

The full assessment, approval and registration process takdgxury of delay. At this time, there is considerable national
approximately four months. This includes orientation and trainingand international interest in our plans for a new power
of prospective carers which is considered to be an essentighqustry. There is a clear eagerness to purchase utilities as a

component and is part of scrutinising prospective carers. : - L :
In addition to the exclusion of carers due to external screeningfneans of entry into the new national electricity market in

families sometimes also voluntarily withdraw as they find theAustralia. But we cannot expect that potential buyers will
assessment process intrusive or more demanding than anticipatetark time waiting for South Australia to act. Once the New
South Wales Labor Government puts its assets on the
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION market—as it surely will once the Federal election is out of
) the way and with it the potential embarrassment to Labor’s
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): I move:  Federal Leader—South Australia will be up against New
That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable ti8outh Wales in competition for the same buyers. Our advice
Premier to make a statement of unlimited duration regarding thes that this could well reduce the sale price of our utilities. It
planned restructuring of ETSA and Optima. is not a risk we should be willing to take.
Motion carried. I would like to say that, in being determined to restructure
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): Today the Govern- and sell our power utilities, the Government—and | am sure
ment is announcing the next stage of its plan, its determinahe people of South Australia—feel let down by the Opposi-
tion to restructure and reform South Australia’s powertion Leader, Mr Rann. After the last election, he gave us a
industry. This plan responds to both the risks and thgromise of a bipartisan approach to issues of critical import-
opportunities which come from the establishment of theance to this State. We have had nothing but negative carping
national electricity market between South Australia and thgince, especially on power. He is doing the people of South
Eastern States. Make no mistake: the sale of our poweXustralia a great disservice. We have their best interests at
utilities is an essential and critical part of our plan. This is notheart, and this can be seen in our power plan. In formulating
a decision that we have taken lightly. | have already acknoweur plan for a new power industry, the Government has been
ledged that, by taking our decision to sell, the Governmenguided by a number of key objectives: principally, we are
and myself in particular have suffered considerable politicageeking to create an efficient, competitive electricity industry
damage, but it is a decision which we had to make. We hagf international standard which delivers the lowest achievable
no choice. In a perfect world | would have preferred it to beprices to customers.
different. It gives me no pleasure to see a great institution like  This new industry must be structured to meet the require-
ETSA pass from public ownership. After all, ETSA was thements of the National Competition Council and the Australian
creation of the Liberal Party. But ideology played no part inCompetition and Consumer Commission—I might point out,
Sir Thomas Playford’s decision to nationalise the Adelaidenitiatives of the former Federal Labor Government. Allied
Electric Supply Company, and | can assure you that ideologgo this, we want to increase the power of all customers, and
is playing no part now in our decision to return our powerwe will do this by offering them the ability to choose from
industry to private ownership. whom they receive their power service. In addition, we are
Unfortunately, the arrival of the deregulated nationaldetermined to ensure that South Australia has a secure and
market has made the decision inevitable. We have beemliable supply of power well into the future. Finally, as |
advised that, in this new, deregulated market, the maihave already highlighted, we wish to grasp the opportunity
players will be global companies, which are backed by access reduce debt and to insulate the State’s finances from the
to massive equity. This is no place for public authorities thatisks associated with the new national electricity market.
are risking taxpayers’ funds, because up against this competi- Addressing these objectives leads inevitably and inescap-
tion our small utilities will lose; that is fact. When they lose, ably to the conclusion that our current industry structure must
every South Australian as a shareholder will lose. We accefife completely restructured and reformed. Advice to the
that advice. Government on these requirements under competition policy
All of us remember that South Australia has been dowrto restructure, and the best possible structure for our industry,
that sad and damaging road before. The previous Labdras been provided by a special electricity reform and sale
Government allowed State owned financial institutions theunit. This has been established as part of the Department of
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Treasury and Finance. This unit has been supported by a teasperated power station at Osborne and to any other new
of advisers with international experience across bankinggenerators who enter the local market. SA Gas Trader will
accounting, economic analysis and the law. The unit and italso assume Optima’s rights in relation to pipeline capacity
advisers have conducted a comprehensive review of thend expansion.

existing industry and the public utilities that currently  Finally, a residual entity will remain as the holder of a
generate, distribute and retail electricity in South Australianumber of rights and obligations which are not appropriate

The advisory team has conducted the review against @ sell. This will ensure that the benefit of certain existing
number of key criteria. Today, | intend to discuss thesecontracts can be preserved through pass-through arrange-
criteria and the reasons why they have led to the plan whichents. To ensure the most competitive marketplace possible,
the Government has accepted. However, before doing sospecifically so that customers have the greatest opportunity
wish to outline to the House the new industry structure theo benefit, we will also put in place cross-ownership rules to
Government proposes to implement. At present, Soutknsure that generally the purchaser of one asset will not be
Australia’s power assets are held within two public corporapermitted to buy any other. However, the owner of transmis-
tions—ETSA Corporation and SA Generation Corporationsion assets or the owner of the distributor/retailer may also
more commonly known by its trading name of Optima.acquire the proposed SA Gas Trader and vice versa. No
Within ETSA Corporation are five further subsidiaries, therestrictions will apply to the creation or acquisition of other
most significant of which are ETSA Transmission, businesses or assets by new entrants except operators of
ETSA Energy and ETSA Power. transmission assets.

The State’s power generating assets are largely held by Licensees in each functional business may also be licensed
Optima, although ETSA also owns two small plants atto operate at another functional level except transmission. |
Snuggery and Port Lincoln, which provide peak power wheneferred earlier to a new gas-fired, combined cycle power
required. Under the plan for the new industry Optima will bestation which will be part of Peak Co. This is an exciting
restructured into three new power generating companies. ttpportunity for us to attract major new investment to South
is critical that the House understands that, even withoufiustralia and at the same time deliver additional power
selling our utilities, this action is necessary to meet thecapacity for certainty and security of supply. This opportuni-
principles of national competition policy. It is also necessanty, which we expect will lead to $500 million of private sector
to meet the requirements of the ACCC and, most importantlyinfrastructure development in South Australia, will, in effect,
to gain the benefits of a truly competitive power generatiorbe offered for sale as part of the privatisation process. The
industry. Government will provide non-cash incentives by way of

The first of the three new companies will be based on thaccess to land near the existing power plant at Torrens Island
northern and Playford power stations at Port Augusta andnd the new plant will be accorded planning support and
packaged with Leigh Creek coal. For the time being it will befacilitation. It will have development and environmental
known as Coal Co. The second, which will be based on thapprovals.

Torrens Island power station, will be known as Gas Co. The We are able to sell this investment opportunity because of
third, to be known as Peak Co, will be focused on thethe value which international energy companies place on
generating assets which produce peak power including thentry into Australia’s increasingly privatised energy market.
four existing gas turbines at Mintaro, Dry Creek, SnuggeryThere is no doubt that an investment of this magnitude will
and Port Lincoln. This third company will also include a newprovide significant stimulus to our economy and boost to
combined cycle gas turbine station, which | will refer to in employment. It will also be an important symbol of confi-
more detail later. dence on the part of investors which can only spill over to

The changes to ETSA's structure are as follows: theother industries. | suggest that, when considering the
distribution and retail businesses currently undertaken biegislation, which will give effect to these plans, all members
ETSA will be established within a new company. These twoof Parliament clearly understand that we have only one
businesses will be offered for sale together. This business wilhance to package, market and sell this opportunity. It can
be established with separate entities owning the distributiobring us $500 million of infrastructure development.
and retail assets under a common holding company. The Importantly, the industry structure which | have just
distribution and retail functions will be ‘ring fenced’ to have outlined will be overseen by a regulatory framework. This
separate accounting, separation of information and eliminawill provide a far greater level of practical protection to all
tion of cross-subsidisation of retail operating costs bycustomers than the current system of public ownership. Under
distribution costs. Also, ETSA Transmission will be separatthe plan for this new industry, the power to regulate, to set
ed from ETSA Corporation and will be completely independ-standards and to monitor performance will be separated from
ent of the distribution and retail business. This will be doneownership and operational responsibility. At the core of the
in a way consistent with the obligations of ETSA under itsnew regulatory framework is an independent economic
existing cross-border lease and the existing guarantee bggulator. The regulator will be independent of the Govern-
ETSA Corporation of the obligations of ETSA Transmissionment and established under a separate Act of Parliament.
under the cross-border lease. The role of the regulator is to act as the independent

An exciting new concept, which we believe will encouragewatchdog, to protect the interests of both the power com-
new generation companies and deliver a more effective ugganies and customers. This independence will be preserved
of our gas reserves, will be a new company to be known aBy giving the regulator a fixed tenure of five years and by
South Australian Gas Trader. This entity will hold all existing limiting the circumstances in which the regulator can be
gas contracts and assets of Optima and ETSA, including a gasmoved from office. The key role of the regulator will be to
bank of approximately 19 petajoules. It will enter into newensure that users and consumers benefit from competition and
contracts to supply natural gas to Peak Co (for its gasfficiency, that the misuse of market power is prevented, that
turbines) and to the gas company power station at Torrerrsew entry into the market is facilitated and that efficient firms
Island. It will also supply gas to the privately owned andare able to remain viable.
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The main functions of the regulator relate to prices,power as it has in Victoria and New South Wales with
licensing and performance standards. The regulator will bdramatic positive effects for customers.
responsible for the regulation of distribution pricing and retail | now turn to transmission and distribution costs. Custom-
pricing for non-contestable customers, that is, customers whers will benefit from efficiency improvements within the
have not yet been deemed to be able to choose their ovtransmission and distribution systems. The independent
power supplier under the national electricity market timeregulator will set prices based on a regulatory cap mechanism
lines. The Government will establish power pricing orderswhich provides incentives for the distribution system operator
covering network prices up to January 2003 which theo reduce costs of power delivery over time. Consequently,
regulator will administer. The regulator will also be respon-we are confident that the combination of a competitive
sible for transmission pricing until the ACCC takes over thisstructure for generation and a regulatory regime focused on
function. rewarding efficiency will keep a hold on prices and will

The regulator also will be responsible for issuing,benefit all South Australian consumers.
amending, transferring and revoking licences within the However, we have also been particularly mindful of the
South Australian power industry. The regulator will alsoneeds of rural South Australia. As | said earlier, the cost of
monitor and enforce performance and technical standards pwer is based on three major components. Obviously, the
the licensees. An equa”y important aspect of the regu|at0r’§0$t of transmission and distribution is greater for remote
role will include consultation with consumer and communityareas. However, the impact of these additional costs is
groups through a Community Consultative Committee. uneven. For example, in some circumstances transmission

The regulator will provide information to customers andCOStS may be less in the South-East of the State compared
liaise with an industry Ombudsman to identify and addresith the Far West because of the proximity of the South-East
any issues. The existing functions of the technical regulatd® the inter-connector with Victoria. However, the Govern-
under the Electricity Act 1996 will be transferred to the MENLS restructuring strategy is designed, as far as possible,
independent regulator, except for the monitoring ando effectively average costs for small customers across the

regulation of safety and technical standards both in the powdyn0le State. Our objective has been to develop a system in
supply industry in South Australia and with respect towhich the cost differential between dlfferent areas of the State
electrical installations. The technical regulator will be a Statd®r households and small business is kept at no more than
Public Service office reporting to the responsible Minister. 1-7 Per cent after the year 2003.

Consumer protection will be further strengthened by the As | have stated, from now until South Australian power
establishment of a separate industry Ombudsman to deal Wiﬂ;gstomers can choose their own power supply within the

concern and complaints from industry participants an tional. electricity .anark_et, IWh'Ch. _occurz n tﬁ.tarl] 'r.'”
customers. The Ombudsman’s role would be to receive, 2"y 2003, we will set in place pricing orders which wi

investigate and facilitate the resolution of complaints relatin gnsure that power charges will be the same for all classes of

to the provision or supply of energy services, the administrzg-:uStomers in the city and country who use similar amounts

. . . - . f power. After January 2003, the independent national body,
ggguﬁzy(ggggsﬁgymem services, and disconnection an(&e ACCC, will take control of transmission pricing, and we

. . . expect that the increased competition that will have devel-
~ The Ombudsman'’s office will be established through alhped by this time will keep a hold on prices.
industry funded scheme and supported administratively™ |, 4| this planning of the new power industry, it has, of

through a company structure similar to that which exists irbourse, been essential that compliance with competition

Victoria. The independence of the office will be guaramew@rinciples be the key criteria for its structure. At stake are the
by ensuring that the articles of association of the company,mpetition payments. These are made under the Federal-
provide that the Ombudsman is independent of the directorg; e agreement to implement national competition policy
of the company. which South Australia signed in April 1995. Under this

I referred at the beginning of this statement to the keyagreement, certain conditions must be met before competition
criteria which have been applied in developing the structurgayments are made. These conditions include the complete
and the regulatory framework. The first of these relate to thetructural separation of power transmission assets from other
price of power to industry and homes in South Australiapower assets and the ring fencing of the power distribution
Customers’ power bills are made up of three major compoand retail businesses currently conducted by ETSA. | assure
nents: the cost of generating power, the cost of transmittinghe House that the proposed structure meets all these
power and the cost of distributing the power to the customegonditions and, consequently, ensures South Australia’s
Each of these components is addressed by the proposggécess to competition payments.
structure. The industry structure has already been presented to the

I will deal, first, with the cost of generating power. The ACCC and NCC. The ACCC has raised no objections to the
initiatives we are proposing are aimed at maximisingnew structure. The NCC has stated its preliminary view is
competition among generators in South Australia and othethat the proposed structure is ‘consistent with South Aust-
inter-connected States (Victoria, New South Wales andalia’s obligations under both the national electricity agree-
ultimately, Queensland) while maintaining security of supplyments and clause 4 of the competition policy agreement’. |
By creating three viable in-State generation companies, wean also confirm that, under the new structure and with
expect the market price of energy will reflect the reality ofprivate power companies, all existing customer concessions
competition: in other words, the lowest cost operators willwill be maintained. The current practice is that power
have a market advantage. Thus, cost reductions will becommncession schemes are funded from general revenue while
the primary operating objective of privately owned generatordeing administered by ETSA. This practice will not change,
with obvious benefits to customers. Generators will not bexcept that the private sector will take the place of ETSA.
price regulated; however, we are confident that competition Customer service standards are also an important matter
will determine the energy component of market prices foifor rural South Australia where, unfortunately in recent years,
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performance has not been as good as country people have aMost significantly, we have a unique opportunity to take
right to expect. Prior to sale, the Government will publish aaction to enhance our environment. South Australia is
customer service charter which sets out minimum customeébortunate that our ability to use natural gas as a source of
service standards for the distribution and retail sectors. Thesnergy means that overall our generators have a better
standards must be met or exceed current performance levetgeenhouse performance than the generating sector in other
It will be a condition of sale that buyers must agree to abideStates. Nevertheless, a number of the power plants currently
by this charter. This will be enforced by licence, and failureoperated by Optima and ETSA do not comply with today’s
to comply will result in penalties including fines. However, environmental standards because of their age and outdated
we would fully expect that potential buyers will be preparedtechnology. The plan to restructure and sell the State’s power
to commit themselves to such improved standards. All thingsitilities includes an environmental package that is designed
being equal in terms of price, we would look more favourablyto address these issues. It will also deliver other exciting
upon potential buyers who do so. environmental results. Under our environmental package, the
A criterion for South Australia’s power plan which is of New owners of the power stations must agree to improve their
great importance to this State’s future is that of systenfnvironmental performance over a period of time. Their
security and capacity. Peak demand for power in SoutRerformance in meeting the agreed targets will be monitored
Australia has grown by about 3 per cent every year for th®y the EPA. _ _ _
past few years. Peak demand occurs for only a small number AS Well, the package of incentives for the private sector
of hours in the year, with the summer peak demand highly0 build a major new gas-fired power station will not only
dependent on temperature and the increased use of &fean investment and jobs—it will also lead to a total
conditioning. The Government's advisers have reviewededuction in emissions from power generation in South
ETSA and Optima forecasts for demand through to 2005 aniustralia, particularly the smog-causing chemicals. This will
have recommended an approach which will ensure that tHecur because the new power station will be required to meet
State's power supply is secure. This involves: the continue@F €xceed current standards for air emissions. The Govern-
operation of the Playford power station; the return to servicéhent will also establish a new Sustainable Energy Agency,
of Playford unit 4; incentives to encourage a new generatioWhich will play an important role in promoting energy
company as part of the sale of Peak Co.; and, importanthgfficiency and new technologies for renewable energy, such
more sophisticated demand management. In addition to the@ Wind and solar power. The agency will also assist in the
measures, the Osborne power plant will come on line, and f€velopment of cost-effective, demand management strat-

is likely that the interconnector to Victoria will be upgraded €gies. It will also work with the Independent Regulator to
to increase its capacity. encourage the owners of the power stations to build in

greenhouse gas reduction programs as part of their operation-

Finally, there is the all important criterion of the identifi- . - L
cation and management of risk. The report of South Aust?I planning. The agency will be expected to work with similar

ralia’s Auditor-General to the year ended 30 June 199%?;2:?%%?;%;”6?gg%;gf;ﬁgﬁthpﬁ&ﬁty'\lew South Wales
reviewed, among other topics, the process of power refor It will initially be funded by Governme.nt However
in South Australia. | remind all members of the preliminary ’ !

findings of that report. First, the implementation of nationalg)r('v‘;’:[cet egpt%r?:?r:tsrimig"t] ot?r?e r;evg nréovxé?/ré:rlﬂ:sltéﬁ Vg'r” t(ta)rem
competition policy, including in the power industry, would P gency 9 )

entitle the State to ‘competition payments’ of $322 million Aliiot;eeiﬁr%r:jEggjeirnsggﬁme:h\gt?;g O_ﬁ)_flrgstg Isr]c%tehrireita'i[\?:’
and financial assistance grants of $690 million over a nin : 9

year period. Secondly, the restructuring of the power indust Clrjlztromﬁfegzefrgrsﬁ(;ﬁ:gm;&epg;]cehrasesgl‘?rréeosr all of their
in Australia and the establishment of the national electricit 9y gy '

market will expose the State, as the monopoly owner of alb ;&Zjﬂgsizuerrzty ic\)/fet:e ﬁé:ﬁt'nsvircvﬁllf%%ﬁ SLEIC?Q;T
power businesses, to growing competition and risk in an P 9 P Y.

. . ment to no forced redundancies by making it a condition of
environment of rapid change. o sale that prospective owners agree to provide employment for

The State would also need to develop and maintain world|| those employed at the time of sale. This will include
best practice in order to remain abreast of that competitioyorkers with outstanding workers compensation claims and
and to comply with the national electricity code. Thirdly, those subject to income maintenance. We will then lock in
there is an inherent conflict of interest in the State, on the ongyr commitment to no forced redundancies after the sale
hand using its regulatory power on an ongoing basis t¢nrough a certified agreement which will be agreed and
manage risk and commitment to comply with the electricitysjgned with the relevant unions prior to sale. This agreement
reform and policy agreements, and on the other hand havingjj| operate under the Federal Workplace Relations Act
its interest as a stakeholder in and guarantor of Optima anghich means that any changes to it could occur only after
ETSA energy. Fourthly, the establishment of appropriatgegotiation between the employees, their unions and the new
processes for risk identification and management, particularlyyners.
through a deregulatory and possibly a privatisation phase, is e have also taken steps to ensure the long-term security
an essential function of Government. for existing employees by a commitment to protect superan-

I want to stress that the present review of our powemnuation entittements through a new industry based scheme.
industry has ensured that the Government will meet it#\s part of sale arrangements, the Government will ensure
obligations to identify risk, and the structure we are proposthat, at sale, the scheme is fully funded to ensure continuity
ing will ensure that, to the greatest extent possible, these riskg current entitlements. The changes will mean that, while in
are minimised. In addition to taking the steps which arefuture employee superannuation will be provided through an
required by the new electricity market, the process of sellingndustry scheme, benefits will be maintained as though there
our power utilities will allow us to take action to deliver a had been no change of ownership. | would also add that the
range of improvements in different areas. new structure which | have outlined is designed to bring
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about an overall expansion of the power industry in this Statestrength for this State. That is what we are working towards.
and with it an expansion of new job opportunities. That is our goal.

As | stressed when | began this statement, the plan | have
outlined is necessary to respond to the demands placed on all PAPERS TABLED
States by the new national electricity market. Whatever the
views of individual members concerning public versus . .
private ownership, there can be no doubt that the structure of BY the Minister for Industry, Trade and Tourism
the power industry in South Australia will have to change.(Hon- G.A. Ingerson)—
The alternative is a highly regulated, inefficient, and intro- District Council—By-Laws—Tumby Bay—No. 14—
spective Government monopoly which replaces competition Keeping of Dogs
with complex rules, one which denies choice to consumers By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
and which places at risk our share of the competitiorBrown)—
payments. All States are moving to establish independent Regulations under the following Acts—

The following papers were laid on the table:

regulation. All States are moving to meet their obligations to Chiropodists—Fees

structurally separate key sections of the industry. All States, Harbors and Navigation—Recreational Vessel Licence
with which we directly compete, are joining the national Royal Adelaide Hospital—By-Laws—No. 15

electricity market. By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H.

At the moment, many of our industries are threatened\rmitage)—
because their competitors in the Eastern States already have  Regulations under the following Acts—
the advantages of deregulation and competition. We cannot Dangerous Substances—Fees
allow our industries to be left with the double disadvantage Explosives—Fees

. o - Fees Regulation—Water & Sewerage Fees
of distance, and an uncompetitive power industry. | suspect Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare—Fees

that these facts are not clearly understood by some members Sewerage—Other Charges
of the Parliament. This is particularly the case with those who Trade Standards—

take up entrenched positions in advance of all the information Cots for Household Use
being available—those who run phoney campaigns to save Lighters

N . - : - Waterworks—Other Charges
a system which increasingly cannot continue to exist. This Rules of Court—Supreme Court—Supreme Court Act—

phoney campaign is at its most dishonest when it claims to Criminal—Subpoena
be protecting the revenue stream from ETSA. In a competi- . . . , .
tive market the revenue stream can only be maintained in onrera?g'ir:he(ﬂz'S&ekfoéliiléc?“_on’ Children's Services and
of two ways: either by the Government setting higher prices, 9 I ¥

which would put industry at risk, or by the utilities them- Ed‘ggggr? Ig%i;“”g and Employment, Department of—

selves taking competition risks which put the taxpayer clearly Regulations under the following Acts—
in the firing line. Either way, South Australia stands to lose. ASER (Restructure)—Restructure
There is also no doubt that our power industry needs to Public Corporations—Funds SA Subsidiary Holding

build more capacity. But you cannot put aside money for By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. D.C.
investment while at the same time increasing dividendsKotz)—

unless of course you simply want to borrow and blow the Environment Protection Act—Regulations—Licence Fees

State debt out even further. Equally dishonest is the hand- Environment, Resources and Development Committee—
wringing about jobs. The dividend which ETSA pays is only Aromatics in Petrol with Particular Reference to
as large as it is because of efficiencies which inevitably have Benzene—Response to Recommendations of

meant a reduction in employment. That was a process begun By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources
by the previous Labor Government. You cannot have it allnd Regional Development (Hon. R.G.Kerin)—

ways. You cannot say that ETSA is going to be able to Regulations under the following Acts—
compete, increase dividends, spend more on capital and Fisheries—
employ more workers. That is economic fantasy. Management Committees

Fish Processors
Blue Crab Fishery
Marine Scalefish Fisheries

And if those opposite, and those in the other House, who
think they can make fantasies come true have their way, then

we run the risk of being left with greatly devalued assets. It General

will then be too late to get full value for the South Australian Miscellaneous Fishery
taxpayer.That is a result which Mr Carr and the Labor River Fishery
Government of New South Wales would be pleased to see, Rock Lobster Fisheries

Lakes and Coorong Fishery

and | suspect that Mr Beattie and the new Queensland Labor Prawn Fishery

Government will not be far behind. But it will be at the cost Abalone Fisheries

of South Australia’s future. The structure | have outlined Meat Hygiene—Fees

today is the structure of the new power industry for South Veterinary Surgeons—Rules of Conduct.
Australia in the twenty-first century. It must be implemented,

regardless of the political point scoring and engineered ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND
deadlocks. DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

In fact, it has to be implemented if we have any desire to . . .
be a modern and efficient economy, one which is serious Mr VENNING (Schubert): | bring up the twenty-ninth

about attracting investment and jobs. | would ask all membeﬁseport of the committee on aquaculture and move:

of Parliament to consider this with care, with a view not for ~ That the report be received.
short term political gain but for a long term economic  Motion carried.
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Well, we will not put General-Motors at a disadvantage:
QUESTION TIME we will create the opportunity for those 700 jobs to grow and
expand. We will give General Motors-Holden’s the chance
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION to produce a motor vehicle for the Middle East and the
» international marketplace and compete with any other
_The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  manufacturer in the world. That is what we want to achieve:
Given both the Premier’s statement to the House today angbt only new private sector investment, the export market,
his refusal yesterday to rule out putting the question of theghs and a debt free future but also, importantly, preserving
sale of ETSA and Optima to the people of South Australigne future for our kids.
through a referendum, is the Premier now prepared to declare The SPEAKER: Order! Before calling for the next
the ETSA Bill a Bill of special importance and make it a real guestion, | draw the attention of the House to Standing Order
referendum? 184 which providesnter alia, that questions may not attempt
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader’s question is based to anticipate debate on any matter which appears on the
on afalse premise. When | was asked about a referendum Notice Paper. | allowed the honourable member’s question
a press conference yesterday | indicated that that was just opecause | did not believe it fell into that category. | would
of the options the Government would consider; | did not rulecaution members to remember during the rest of Question

it out. Time today that there is an ETSA Bill on the Notice Paper.
An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise on a point of order, Sir.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Workers’ jobs are not on the Given the number of questions asked by the other side on this
line. The ministerial statement— issue, does that apply to both sides?
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Of course it will apply to both sides. |
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call. glrew that Standlng Orderto the attention of members so .that
The Hon. J.\W. OLSEN: | have just detailed in the if trr(;?: ir;]a%einqduestlons on ETSA they will bear that Standing

ministerial statement the arrangements and negotiations wit

the unions to give protection to the workers, so the interjec- Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. The Bl
. give p o J currently before the Parliament is an enabling piece of
tion once again is fundamentally wrong; it is a flawed

. ; A . legislation which deals with principles associated with the
argument. As lindicated in my ministerial statement, with the o o1 for the sale. As outlined today by the Premier, it

lffgc;Slag?tE rmtr(t)guZ??ot(r)ng]rllfeli%:alll%r:;etwe\,\ll\?erdvaé%L?tpllv{/r\]/glog\{s a significant structural reform of ETSA, for which we have
Pp ytog $o legislation presently before the House. | would ask that

Labor Government. To d(.) so will maximise the pri.ce. of our ur ruling involve only those issues related to the sale
assets to South Australian taxpayers and maximise de%focess and not anything to do with the structural make-up
reduction. of ETSA

On behalf of every South Australian we ought to be = the SpEAKER: Order! | remind the honourable member
striving to maximise the price, to get to market before they5¢ | have not made a ruling: | am cautioning members not

New South Wales Labor Government and to maximise the, giray into offending Standing Order 184 when they frame
reduction in debt. That will be the most important objectivey,q; questions. If they observe that, there will not be any
that we need to achieve. | note that Sandra Kanck of thg. i lems between members and the Chair.

Democrats has said, ‘Well, if you have a referendum I'm no
going to take an_y_notice of it, anyway.’ So, what is the ppint? Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Premier
When a proposition was put before Ms Kanck she said, ‘liexplain to the House the extent of the market risk to transmis-
doesn’t matter what the referendum says; | will still opposesjon and distribution which will be brought on as a result of
any subsequent sale.’ the start of the national electricity market scheduled for
At this point, rather than risk $4 million to $5 million and October?
risk delay, we will test the Parliament. This is about testing The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As we have indicated, we are
every individual member of Parliament and their responsibiliabout to enter a period of great change within the national
ty to South Australia’s future. This is about our languishingelectricity market, and enter it we must. Our entering the
in the past, languishing with the dedd infinitumor breaking  national electricity market is not a matter of choice for us; we
free for South Australia’s future. This is our one goldenmust enter it. The Democrats cannot understand or are simply
opportunity to eliminate in the main this debt that hasfailing to accept one fundamental point. In doing so, there is
crippled this State for a decade or more. As we go into the risk that, if we retain—
next century this is our one opportunity to clear a path for The Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise on a point of order,
South Australia in the future. Mr Speaker. Is not the Premier referring to the Bill currently
We could do no greater service for our kids than give thenbefore the House? He is talking about the Democrats’ not
a debt free future. That is what is at stake. Does the Leadeupporting it.
of the Opposition want to say to Western Mining, General The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
Motors and Mitsubishi, ‘We do not want you to have a The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The question relates to risk. |
competitive marketplace or a lower price of electricity goingam addressing the matter of risk. Our first risk is that we have
into General Motors at Salisbury and your new $1.6 billionto go into the market; we have no choice about that. So, the
second production line, creating 700 additional jobs for Souttmonopoly of the past goes. That is a risk. That is the most
Australia and producing a motor vehicle that is going to thefundamental point. We have to do it, we have to move in it,
Middle East'? Does he want to say, ‘We do not want you tcand move in it we will. They have indicated that there is no
have internationally competitive power prices; we want to putisk with transmission and distribution, that the revenue flows
you at a disadvantage when you try to sell Holden motowill be maintained. | will provide an example of where that
vehicles into the Middle East'? was not the case. ETSA lost a contract to supply transmission
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lines through to Roxby Downs. Western Mining then went  To my certain knowledge, several hundred million dollars worth
and buil its own powerline from Port Augusta. That is justZl BEa 8 [HERTERe (8 50 e ical Analyers have not been
one graphic example of h.O\.N it could not _compete with thelwiIIing to give potential investorspthe Fr)eassuranceé they've wanted.
private sector. Western Mining had a choice, so it went and
built its own transmission line. That clearly indicates howProfessor Walsh goes on to say:

transmission and distribution are subject to market risk, The problem isn't that those analysts are predicting a high

it ; robability of a change of Government at the next election, which
competition and moving away from the structure that ha?hey are, but rather they are predicting continuing instability in the

exist_ed in the past. present governing Party until they are voted out of office.
Given that only 27 customers purchase 17 per centof our the Hon. J.W. OLSEN: When you have no policy and

power output, if they all shifted, 17 per cent of the revenug, igeas, what do you resort to in the Parliament? Here we
would go from ETSA/Optima. Along with that would go an 5ye_ ' 4 '

even greater percentage of the dividends and, with that, thé 114 Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

market value. These are intertwined. You just cannot separate The SPEAKER: Order! The member has asked his
them out. So, when people claim there is no market risk o ' '
transmission and distribution, they are simply wrong. It is
wrong to say that. We have these risks. We have to ensu
that we manage these risks in South Australia’s long-ter
business interests, because managing that risk, moving to t
market and protecting and preserving South Australia’s
investment base, is the way in which we preserve and protect
South Australia’s jobs base. | do not need to point out to the The Hon. M.D. Rann interiectin:
House and to the Leader that each month the unemployment The SPE.AK.EI.?' Order! ThJe Leagder will not shout over
figures come out and the Leader asks, ‘What are you goinlgﬂ]e Chair : :

to do about it?’ | reply, ‘We are trying to do something about N . .

it’ We are trying to position this State in the long term such M FOLEY: The Premier has accused the Opposition of

that we can get new private sector investment into the Stat ot asking questions about the most important legislation
efore the House. You, Mr Speaker, have just ruled—

| I(\j/ls Kaan.’ﬁ other_ p?int_l\{va:s, tg use her Wordks], ‘t.rllle The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The
andscape will remain familiar—that is, not much wi ember will resume his seat.

change. She obviously does not understand that matter. Under Mr FOLEY: | haven't completed my point of order.

competition laws—private or public, sale or no sale—we The SPEAKER: What is your point of order?

have to restructure our electricity industry. It will change; the . , . ;
landscape has to change in the future. A statement to tr‘g MrFOLEY: | haven't completed my point of order, Sir.
I

o . s a bit hard to rule it out when | haven't finished it.
contrary Is S|mply not faCt!’a'- We envisage that by 2003 aMr Speaker, you said that Standing Order 184 precluded the
customers will have a choice of supplier, as we now do W|trb :

Telstra and Optus. If you do not like the service from Telstrah opnposilgzgLrgrgkclﬁisgfermgrt ?}itpt:)eg;'?; 3 gt?ru:l}nr?;l)eg's'a'

you can go to Optus and get a better deal, reduced costs orf ) ; ;

better service. We only have to look at how many Soutrbta-[lr(;?nsngg;f?é(jrdﬁggMgiT%Zr%rSg%E ivg&igrfg%r;?%o

Australians have taken up the option of choice. 9 L ) .

T restructuring and disposal. Members should avoid questions

An honourable member interjecting: and answers on that subject. However, issues dealt with in the
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Woolworths with petrol; there ministerial statement this afternoon are another matter.

is another example. In Victoria, there are about 15 or more The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Members may have noticed that,

retailers, so you can shop around. In the future, itis likely thatiuring the Estimates Committee and since, there has been a

you will be able to buy your power supply from Telstra, slight shift of emphasis in the Opposition. The member for

Optus, Woolies or someone else. You will be able to shopart is now the tough guy on the other side. He is now

around and do a deal. You will have a choice on service andpping the ante. Perhaps the member for Hart has his eyes set

a choice on price. In 2003 they will be the options. Inon some goal or objective a little further down the bench. Let

Victoria, about 50 per cent of customers have been given theie come back to the Leader’s question.

choice, and they have exercised their right to choose. Some Members interjecting:

50 per cent have taken it up and moved somewhere else, and The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No, | don’t think he will either.

they would not do it if they were not getting a better servicewhen you have no policy and no ideas, you get back into

or better price. Therefore, to say that the landscape wikcuttlebutt. The Opposition has not put up an alternative

uestion.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:—the most significant policy
{Ssue in this State in the past 20 to 30 years, and what does
e Leader of the Opposition’s second question go to?
uttlebutt; it is no more and no less than that.

Mr FOLEY: 1rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat.

remain familiar in the future is to defy simple logic. proposal on the sale of our power utilities—its silence has
been deafening, and it has not outlined an alternative policy.
LIBERAL PARTY, LEADERSHIP For an Opposition to have any credibility it must have a

position on something—just something would do. What about

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will the most important policy issue, which has been around since
the Premier tell the House the names of the companiek7 February? Still, it cannot come up with an idea of what it
referred to by his adviser Professor Cliff Walsh which havebelieves in. Any credible Opposition would have put out at
withheld potentially hundreds of millions of dollars worth of least a one line policy by now, but this Opposition has
investment in this State because of leadership instability ineleased no policy. It is clearly a policy free zone. The only
the South Australian Liberal Party and, if not, why not? Lastpolicy it has is the word ‘No’. It says ‘No’ to everything—
week, Professor Cliff Walsh, a key economic adviser andNo’ to progress, ‘No’ to elimination of debt, ‘No’ to a
consultant to the Premier, wrote in the morning press undesompetitive marketplace, ‘No’ to reduced costs for power for
the headline ‘Why | can no longer stay silent’, the following: our consumers, and certainly it has no policies.
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Let us come to private sector new capital investment, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am reminded that there is a
which is the basis of the Leader’s question. Private sectdnousing loan of some $900 million at the low rate of 4 per
new capital investment in percentage terms for Soutltent. You have to go to the marketplace at competitive rates
Australia, as reported in th&ustraliana week or two ago, now and you do not have the luxury of the 1950s and 1960s.
has outperformed every other State in Australia. That is ndiVe simply cannot sustain the debt. When you are paying
bad. | also argue that we have a long way to go. We havé2 million a day debt servicing costs, it is like the Treasurer
come from a very low base that we inherited from the formeturning up to work and pouring $2 million down the drain
Labor Government. Despite the fact that they gave usvery day. | would rather the $2 million, instead of being
foundations of sand, we are building a solid foundation to gepoured down the drain, going into the hospital system, the
new private sector capital investment in place. We areducation system and police services and providing infra-
targeting key industry sectors. We are looking with the winestructure for further development within South Australia.
industry for a 20/25 strategy, looking to our food plan andThat is where the $2 million a day ought to be going.
taking it out by 20/10 to treble the size of our exports under Let it not be misunderstood: if we do not get rid of our
our food plan. So, the list goes on in a whole range ofjebt, if we maintain our debt, we will place every PAYE
industry sectors. But there is not one policy idea yet from the;arer in this State at risk because, if the Commonwealth
Leader of the Opposition. If we give him four years, perhapssovernment in its tax package vacates the personal income
he will come up with something by the time we get to thetax arena to the extent that allows all States—and | note that

election in March 2002. Labor Premier Beattie on the Sunday program supported
Mr Clarke interjecting: this—to piggyback on the Commonwealth income tax system
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will for revenues for the State, this is what the scenario will be in
come to order. five years: Queensland has no debt; New South Wales will
Members interjecting: get rid of its debt by the sale of its power assets and will have
The SPEAKER: Order! You are only wasting your own no debt at the end of that process; Victoria is moving down
Question Time. the track of eliminating its debt; and Western Australia has
significant mining royalties and revenues, so it is not affected.

STATE DEBT The States will be asked, ‘What is the tax rate that you

want to apply to your State this financial year, piggybacking
n the Commonwealth personal income tax rate?’ Queens-
Izand has no debt and will say, ‘We don’t need the money:
ero.” South Australia will say, ‘We are still paying
st million a year or $2 million a day in interest: we have
fig choice but to strike the rate at 3¢ or 5¢ in the dollar” That
Mmeans that every PAYE earner in this State will have a pay
for Heysen identifies what Ms Kanck has said in relation togsglf; g;ﬁg?%igtgﬁnhfgse{rgﬁ ;S?Q?A;T%\c/’g;? ttﬁ; ih:bnotrhgzret;n
gg{]Igeﬁ%:@?ﬁg&%ﬁtggf{ﬁ:r&ig?o'rt_] l(?égrs'i(;fe oirg]]lzo\:veei tWants’? Is that what the Democrats want? That is the risk you
. L are facing in the future—putting every PAYE earner at risk.
and blissfully govern the State of South Australia. ThankfuI-WeII miaht some of vou have a red face over that—ever
ly, Ms Kanck will never sit around a Cabinet table and be, 9 Y Y

. L : : AYE earner being put at a disadvantage. They are the risks
charged with the responsibility of squaring up with the debtg few years down the track.

and deciding how to manage it, how to put in place policies, o
how to raise revenue and how to expend that revenue with, If we do not take the chance to eliminate the debt now,
basically, social justice responsibility as well as fiscalthat is the sort of scenario that can be inflicted upon every

responsibility. What a simplistic version! The statement thafAY E eamer in this State. This Liberal Government will not
‘we will get to debt later’ is almost of One Nation propor- Inflict that on wage earners in this State, but let it be known
tions. It is something you can park on the side. that the Labor Opposition in South Australia is fully intend-

The part of the debt that really matters is the part whicHnd, because of its no policy zone, to allow that set of
taxpayers are paying for and which is not reducing, namelfircumstances to evolve in the future.
about $5.6 billion of the $7.4 billion net debt, more than
$4 billion of which is attributed to the State Bank. We had EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL
overnight a $4 billion debt level put onto our decks. To those
who want to hark back to the halcyon days of the 1950s and Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the
1960s, with concessional loans from the Commonwealth dvlinister for Education, Children’s Services and Training.
1 to 2 per cent, the debt would not have mattered so much ¥¥as the Minister's announcement of significant expansion
those rates. We are now in a deregulated market p|a(;@,f vocational education in the 1998-99 budget intended to
courtesy of the Keating-Hawke Labor Governments, whichnislead South Australians about the Government's cuts to
means that we have to pay interest at current market ratefinding for vocational education? On 28 May—budget day—
When we go back to the market for debt servicing, it is athe Minister announced a ‘significant expansion of vocational
market rates and not the 1 per cent loans that have be@glucation inthe 1998-99 budget’. The Opposition has leaked
locked in for extended periods. They are not on offer to u®udget documents which show that TAFE institutes will be
any more. We have a few of those loans. Of the 2 000-odgut by $3.2 million in 1998-99, $7.9 million in 1999-2000
loans we have, | think there are still one or two at thoseéand $9.5 million in 2000-1—a total cut of $20.6 million in
percentages, but the Commonwealth is not keen to give ydifiree years. A second leaked departmental document states:

any more of those. S TAFE institute directors have been asked to identify strategies
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: to achieve the savings targets identified.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Premier
provide the House with further reasons why it is so importan
to reduce the State debt sooner rather than later, bearing
mind in particular the statements made by the Leader of th
Australian Demaocrats in another place, who has suggest
that reducing the State debt can be dealt with at a later stag

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The question from the member
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The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | thank the honourable structures which | have detailed today. In some cases,
member for her question. The vocational education trainingransmission costs at the far end of the line, because of
program in the education sector is certainly one of the successltage drop over the line, will mean that there is a significant
stories of this Government so far. In 1996, 1 200 studentsost at the end of the line.
undertook vocational education training in secondary schools. But, we have indicated that we are prepared, in effect, to
In 1997 that moved to some 4 000 students and it is estimatesbmpromise in part the sales price to put in place an account
that this year some 7 500 students will undertake vocationab ensure that the disparity at the far end of a line is no greater
education training within their SACE certificate. That will than 1.7 per cent for any country and regional consumer of
deliver to those young people not only an education irpower in the household and small business category. That is
industry and in a particular vocation that they decide toa maximum of 1.7 per cent, and that 1.7 per cent would be
follow or are interested in but also accreditation ontoright at the end of the line. By far, the majority of people in
continuing TAFE courses and university courses. So, evenihat we would term country-regional areas of South
somebody does not get the points they want to go to univeAustralia would pay the same as in the metropolitan area post
sity, they can work through the VET sector program and gdahe year 2003. A difference comes in from January 2003—
into the TAFE sector and onto further education. We haveind Sandra Kanck seems to have overlooked or forgotten or
identified $4.2 million that will be spent on the Ready, Set,does not understand this fact: as from 1 January 2003, the
Go Program. Of that, some $700 000 will go directly into ACCC is effectively the regulator—
vocational education training courses and some $700 000 into Mr Atkinson interjecting:
the training of teachers to provide those courses. The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call.

The honourable member referred to cuts in TAFE that The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | am
were identified in the budget. | do not walk away from theexplaining to the honourable member that, post 1 January
fact that TAFE does have to come up with some efficiencies2003, the ACCC will be the regulator in terms of the
the same as within my own education area we are gettinjansmission lines, and no Government—not even
efficiencies because of the budget ask of the Treasurer. Wds Kanck—has control over that. Despite that, we have said
have identified areas where some of those efficiencies can ltleat it does not matter what those components are: we will
gained. Some of those come from the amalgamation afnsure that no-one pays greater than 1.7 per cent. In terms of
Regency-Para TAFE. Where previously we had two organisadollar figures on an annual or a quarterly bill, that is quite
tions, now they are amalgamated into one. Some of thosemall and insignificant. We have done that deliberately to
efficiencies come from the amalgamation of the departmentgiive regard and protection to country-regional consumers of
Previously, we had a Department of TAFE, which Ministerelectricity, and we will be putting in place the service charter
Dorothy Kotz had under her program. We had two payroliwhich any purchaser will have to sign, agree to and be held
sections and two curriculum sections: we had duplication. Aby the regulator accountable to post the sale period. That is
aresult of the amalgamation of those into the Department faa deal that ETSA consumers have never, ever had in this
Education, Training and Employment, efficiencies can beState.
gained across the TAFE sector. Those efficiencies will be
gained over time. We will not be walking away from TAFE FUNDING

vocational education training, which is a very high priority . .,
of this Government. Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given that South Australia’s rate

of unemployment is the equal highest of that in any State in
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION Australia, will the Minister for Education, Children’s
’ Services and Training explain why he has agreed to slash
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Premier advise the funding for adult re-entry education programs? A leaked
House what protections he can give country power customefidget briefing note states:
in relation to price under a new electricity market? The main reasons for repeating year 12 are to gain a better
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: This is a very important issue tertiary entrance score, to gain entrance into university or acceptance
for country and regional areas of South Australia, particulariyn© @ preferred course.
those areas which have attracted new investment in recefhe minute continues:
times and which have new industry starting to expand and It is proposed that a reduction of $1 million per annum be
grow. The aquaculture industry is but one in the honourabléchieved.
member’s district that has enormous potential for SouttA second leaked document shows that this cut has been
Australia in exports. included in the education budget for the next three years.
There will be protection for consumers in two important ~ Members interjecting:
ways: we will appoint an independent industry regulator—a The SPEAKER: Order on my right! The House must
watchdog not directed by the Government—and there will b&ettle down. The Minister for Education, Children’s Services
an electricity industry Ombudsman so that the protectionand Training.
will effectively be greater than ever. We know that country ~ The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and
consumers have been nervous about protection. Farmers anghank the honourable member for her question. A leaked
people living in rural communities will be protected by the answer that | have here suggests to me that we are looking at
measures that | have outlined in detail in the ministeriakfficiencies within this area but, unfortunately, the member
statement. for Taylor in reading the leaked document in her possession
Households in the city and country which use similarhas simplistically added figures rather than recognised that
amounts of power will pay the same through to the year 2003he three year scenario is one which builds. For instance, in
Post January 2003, the national market requires that therms of the TAFE matter that she raised earlier, she quoted
ACCC will be the regulator in relation to transmission lines.$20.4 million worth of cuts. It is not that: it is $9.5 million.
After that, competition will keep a hold on prices and If the honourable member looks at the document, she will see
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it is $3.5 million in the first year; it rises, from memory, to this Government is making to employment programs. In the

$5.1 million in the second year; and $9.5 million in the third Murraylands in the honourable member's electorate, $61 250

yeatr. has been allocated to KickStart and KickStart for Youth
Unfortunately, the member for Taylor has added thosgrograms; $20 000 to the community at work program;

figures and come to a total of $20.4 million, which is not the$15 000 to special equity programs; and $20 000 to

case. The fact is that we are looking at adult re-entry protT Advantage—a total of $116 250. | think that is pretty

grams and looking for efficiencies in them. The problem isimpressive, and | would have thought that members would

that the member for Taylor has, | assume, again addebe interested to learn those figures.

figures, because the actual saving we are looking for—and Members interjecting:

this is an option—is $1 million, not $2.5 million. The SPEAKER: Order!

EMPLOYMENT, REGIONAL EDUCATION FUNDING

MrLEWIS (Hammond): My question is directedtothe  Ms WHITE (Taylor): | ask the Minister for Education,
Minister for Employment. What initiatives for regional Children’s Services and Training: why is the Government
employment are there in the $100 million employmentsaying $15 million from Commonwealth grants for education
package which we have all noted and which, as the Ministegyer the next three years instead of spending this money on

has already announced, begins tomorrow, 1 July? our schools? The Opposition has a leaked budget briefing
The Hon. J. HALL: The member for Hammond will be note which explains—

delighted to know that at lunch time today | had the privilege  Members interjecting:
of attgndmg a.forum,. just opposite this building, to have a The SPEAKER: Order!
meeting and discussion with and to hand over some money tnq Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:
to CEOs of the feg"’”?"_ develppment boards of South The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Heysen will
Australia. It was very exciting, | might tell you, to hand over
S 2 come to order.

f[he first mstglment of a $2.67 rm!ll'on' che'que to start the Mr Venning interjecting:
g?npéle(;?/;r;tﬁilgpagrsgme of the initiatives in the Premier's The SPEAKER: O.rder! The member for Schubert!

As members would know, the employment statement Members interjecting: .
released several weeks ago is an important and integral part The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
of the budget. Members on this side of the House—and, fesume her seat. | remind members that it is totally dls_res-
might say, a number of South Australians—are prett}pectful to the Chair and the House to continue to interject
impressed with some of the implications of the programs an@fter the Chair has called members to order. | ask members
opportunities for employment growth contained in thatto bear thatin mind.
statement. Apart from the number of trainees who will be  Ms WHITE: This budget briefing note explains that the
able to enter both the public and the private sector, additiongupplementation for Commonwealth grants for primary and
funds will be allocated for community at work grants and newsecondary education has exceeded budget estimates by
support for the mature aged unemployed who seek t§5 million per annum. A second leaked document shows that
establish their own small business. This is a serious commithe Government has included $15 million of Commonwealth
ment by this Government to build successful employmengrants over the next three years as corporate savings.
programs. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The budget came out a month

| thought it would be of interest today to share with theago—
House the results of two of the successful programs which An honourable member interjecting:
have already been conducted and which | mentioned at the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Yes. They have taken a bit
meeting today: one in the Port Pirie region and one orof time to catch up with it.
Kangaroo Island. In Port Pirie, a group of seven young An honourable member: A slow leak.
employed people through the KickStart for Youth program  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: It's been a slow leak. | think
undertook a viticulture course as a result of which five ofit must have been a drip rather than a leak.
those young people gained employment in the viticulture Ms White interjecting:

industry, one in the area of hospitality and one in light The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Taylor
engineering. A special program conducted on Kangarogterjects, | point out that the budget contains a range of
|S|and tl’alned tWO |nd|V|duaIS n aCCredlted meat rende”ngoptions |n respect of hOW to achleve the Sa\”ngs requested by
which I am told is another term for ‘meat worker'. Those two the Treasurer. And that is what they are: options. If we find
people have secured full-time positions, and through theifrther down the track that there are areas in which those
own better quality control system they saved their employepptions cannot be achieved, obviously we will have to look
$250 per tonne. . ) ) at other options. The direction that | gave to my CEO was to

Those two stories are pretty impressive. Itis good to heagtay out of the classroom and not to affect SSO hours.
of some of the real human life stories of people who benefitrhyough the range of options that we have been able to come
from these programs. Today, | made the first instalment to thgp with, exactly that has been able to be achieved. As far as
Regional Development Boards with a cheque for an amourthe Commonwealth grants issue is concerned, | will check on
of $1.5 million out of the total of $2.67 million, which | that for the honourable member and provide her with a reply.
mentioned earlier.

Mr Conlon interjecting: HOSPITALS, UPGRADES

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. J. HALL: Some members, including the  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Will the Minister for
member for Hammond, might like to hear of the commitmentHuman Services provide details of proposals to upgrade our
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hospitals to ensure that the people of South Australia haveedevelopment and refurbishment of our hospitals, and we

continuing high quality health care? will continue that aim over the next three to four years.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | assure the House that for
4% years this Government has made a considerable effort to SCHOOLS, FUNDING

upgrade the facilities of our hospitals, many of which were
in a deplorable state when we came to power. My predecessor Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the
increased the commitment to capital works by $30 million toMinister for Education, Children’s Services and Training.
$35 million a year over what the Labor Party allocated: inWhat effect will the Government's decision to cut capital
other words, a 50 per cent increase on the capital work§pending on schools by $22 million this year have on the
allocation for the health budget. backlog of maintenance and minor works, including health
This increase in commitment is starting to achieve resultsand safety issues, and on facilities for the disabled in our
Last week, | opened the new angiograph facilities at th&échools? On 19 June the Estimates Committee was told that
Repatriation Hospital. | think that those excellent facilities arethe education sector of the capital works budget for 1998-99
the first to be installed in a theatre in a public hospital in thevas $84 million. In 1997-98, the budget was $106 million.
whole of Australia. On Friday, | opened the major refurbish-  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Before | answer that question,
ment of the Hawker Hospital, its first refurbishment since itl remind the House of the backlog of maintenance that we
was built in 1924. It was a public disgrace. The people ofnherited from the previous Labor Government. | would ask
Hawker and district are absolutely thrilled with their local any member in this House to go to their schools, to ask how
member and this Government for what has been achievethuch money was spent on maintenance during the 1980s and
Yesterday morning, | attended the launch of stage 1 of thearly 1990s and to look at the backlog of maintenance that
redevelopment of the Royal Adelaide Hospital. A commit-was ignored by the previous Labor Government. | have only
ment of $60 million has been made to stages 1 and 2 of thi® look in my electorate at the Gawler High School which had
upgrade of that hospital. Again, this work is urgently neededroken windows and which had not been painted for about
when one looks at the state of the hospital as it was left to ugine years. Finally, we came to Government and gave that
by the Labor Government. school a coat of paint to lift its profile. It was absolutely
| have also made a number of announcements recentlgjsgusting. Our primary schools were exactly the same. There
and it is worth bringing these to the attention of the Housels no doubt that it was an absolute disgrace.
The first concerns the establishment of a new day surgery In the budget we have indicated that programmed
suite at the Repatriation Hospital funded by the Statenaintenance works budgets will be maintained at current
Government at about $1.5 million. The second relates to thievels, but they will not be increased for inflation. Itis one of
establishment of specialist mental bed facilities at the Flinderthose aspects whereby we have indicated that we can make
Medical Centre at a cost of $7.5 million. The third involves some savings to comply with the budget task we have been
major redevelopment work at the Flinders Medical Centre igiven so that schools will continue to receive their current
conjunction with the development of the $60 million private level of program maintenance works. Yes, the honourable
hospital facility by Ramsay Health Care. member is correct in saying that we have indicated that a
Another project is the redevelopment of the Queerrestructure of capital works programs will occur in terms of
Elizabeth Hospital. We have heard Labor talk about this, buthe budget for 1997-98 ($106 million) and for this coming
we must ask why the Labor Government did not do someyear back to $84 million (I think | have the figures correct).
thing about that hospital when it was in power. This hospitallThat is an option.
is situated in safe Labor territory, but the Labor Government Ms White interjecting:
did not spend a dollar on it. The buildings had deteriorated The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: ltis an option we have looked
to the point where there were maggots in the hospital and thet and done so, again, in terms of trying to stay out of the
windows leaked. This Government is about to spendlassroom. | presume that the honourable member is suggest-
$43 million on an entirely new facility, which is long ing that | should be looking elsewhere and that perhaps we
overdue. The Lyell McEwin Hospital is also situated in safeshould look into the classrooms. | have suggested that we will
Labor territory. This Government is about to spendhave to put the capital works program out a bit so that we can
$40 million on the redevelopment of that hospital. stay out of the classrooms and maintain this State’s record in
Ms Stevens interjecting: terms of having the lowest staff/student ratio and the highest
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | agree. Itis sadly overdue. education spending per capita of any mainland State in
It should have been done about 10 or 15 years ago under tiagistralia. | indicated earlier that the member for Taylor had
Labor Government; but, in fact, we are putting in that moneyreferred to some $2.5 million in terms of the adult re-entry.
We are relocating the A&E department to where it should belf she did not say that, | withdraw that statement.
There will be new accident and emergency facilities; but the
money is being spent by this Government. The other one | TRADE MISSION, KOREA
mention is the $14 million refurbishment of the Repatriation
General Hospital in conjunction with the Federal Govern- Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Industry
ment, involving a major redevelopment of the wards thereand Trade inform the House of last week’s successes in
the first for many years. Of course, that hospital has only justtrengthening the trade and cultural links between South
come across to the State Government, but with the Federustralia and Korea?
Government we are making that commitment to turnitinto The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Last week | had the
what, arguably, will be the best rehabilitation and repatriatiorprivilege on behalf of the Government to lead a delegation to
hospital in the whole of Australia. That is the objective of thethe Chungchongnam-do province in South Korea. One of the
hospital and, certainly, the standards they are setting woulshost important issues was the recognition that as a Govern-
suggest that they will meet that objective. Over the last 4¥nent, with their support and encouragement, we are able to
years this Government has made a huge commitment &xport a lot of opportunities in the outsourcing and planning
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areas, areas that specifically can be dealt with at Governmertffice is to be closed, together with up to eight other regional
to-Government level. The other important goal, through theffices around Australia. An authority staff member is
Office of Asian Business, was to develop a series of meetingeported as saying that the changes would result in lower
between South Australian companies and their relativeafety standards in regional Australia, as reported in today’s
counterparts in Chungchongnam-do. SAMCOR, our largestational press.
abattoir, has conducted some excellent negotiations, and there The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: The issue of airline and
is an expectation that through heavy baconers they could erygneral transport safety has been on the drawing board with
up with a 2000 tonne a year order. There is also an expectéhe Federal Government and the authority for some time. As
tion that they will be able to develop significant opportunitiesto the fine details of this important question, | will get a
in the pig and pork area. Clearly, that will open up again aeport for the Leader of the Opposition and send it to the
line that has been closed at SAMCOR now for some 1(Parliament as soon as possible.
months. From their negotiations it is estimated that the order
could total some $2 to $3 million a year. WATER LEVY

Interestingly, a group of South-East lobster people were
able to negotiate a deal of about $1.5 million. After receiving Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop):  Did the Minister for
the request from an importer which supplies product primariEnvironment and Heritage obtain legal or any other advice
ly to five-star hotels in Seoul, South-East fish processors aifior to the gazettal on 25 June 1998 of a levy under section
looking at the possibility of supplying a 24-tonne order. Also122 of the Water Resources Act 1997 as to whether such a
in the group who made the visit were some people from théevy would be in fact legal, without a water catchment plan
Department of Recreation and Sport who were involved ifPeing in existence for the area levied? If so, if such advice
very successful negotiations with Korean teams involved invas obtained, will the Minister table that advice in the
hockey, athletics, shooting, judo and wrestling. There is afParliament? The Minister gazetted a levy under section 122
expectation that one or two of those teams will train here irdf the Water Resources Act. Section 122(3) provides:
the lead up to the 2000 Olympic Games. Where the water resource is in the catchment area of a board, a

| also had the privilege to extend further the MOU levy declared by the Minister under this section must be setat a level

_ ; at will return an amount that is as near as reasonably practicable
between the Government and Chungchongnam-do provmc%. the amount stated in the board’s catchment water management

An extension of the original MOU signed by the Premier heréyan as the amount to be raised by way of levy under this division.
last year, essentially it continues the opportunity for us tq\/l

work with the province to extend as | said not only
Government-to-Government relations but, more importantl ent water management bl
the long-term commercial relationships with the businesgn water manag nt pian.

people in the province. Clearly, there are some very signifi- The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | certainly thank the member for
cant international difficulties at the moment in terms of MacKillop for the opportunity to put on record answers to the

finance in Korea. Those who were with us would recognis uestions he has asked. Also, | thank him for indicating that

that. It is very important that we continue to foster ourN€ Was about to ask these questions.

relationships with this province in the long term, because Members interjecting: .

there is no doubt that dealing in difficult times and continuing ~ The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Itis a courtesy | appreciate.

to maintain relationships in difficult times will enable usto ~ Mr Conlon: It's one we will not be extending.

prosper when they do turn the corner—as they definitely will.  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: There is not a bipartisan approach
Another interesting issue is that during the previous weeko this? I wish to advise the member for MacKillop that there

the first shipment of live marron from Kangaroo Island wasare other sections of the Act which need to be read in

transported to the province as part of a new breeding)onjunction with the section to which he has referred. If he

operation. Itis very exciting for those in the aquaculture are#0ks at section 121, he will note that it talks about the

to see that we can develop significant operations on a Statblinister raising a report. The report is raised in conjunction

by-State, breeder-to-breeder level. It is a very importanwith the section the member quoted, but the section does

program and one that is very significant for Kangaroo Islan@nable the Minister to raise a water levy in conjunction with

and for South Australia. In my view, the whole trade missionsection 121, which raises the report. That means that the

was a success, continuing the long-term developments thegport designates the outlined indicative budget that is

we need to maintain in the Asian area. Further, it points oupplicable to the board until the board moves to put together

clearly the success of our having an Office for Asianits own catchment plan, which will be a year hence, to the
Business operating specifically in that area, especially if0int where the Economic and Finance Committee will have

y information is that there is a board in the area where the
evy was gazetted but that the board does not have a catch-

terms of work that can be done in the future. the opportunity to again look at that catchment plan and to
look at the levy that the board itself will strike in the mean-
PARAFIELD AIRPORT time.

As to the legality of everything that has been done, the
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My  Water Resources Act 1997 is quite clear in terms of how it
question is again directed to the Premier. What representanables a Minister to have certain powers. Striking a water
tions has the Premier or his Government made to the Federalvy is one of the powers that is enabled under the Act if a
Government in relation to the closure of the Civil Aviation board is not already there, which was the case in this instance.
Safety Authority’s Parafield Airport office, which is located Also, | advise the member that the gazettal notice to which
in my electorate? Will the Premier seek a guarantee that thee referred was an amendment to the levy originally struck
safety of Parafield Airport users and local residents iron 15 June. | suggest that the member for MacKillop needs
surrounding suburbs will not be compromised by the closuréo look at other sections of the Act in conjunction with those
of the safety office? A memo sent to the Civil Aviation Safety he is looking at but, at any time, | am happy to assist him if
Authority’s staff last week said the authority’s Parafieldhe wishes any explanation of the Act. | shall be happy to
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provide him with a briefing on the Water Resources Act, and believe that the child-care centre at Para West has been
that includes a briefing for the Economic and Financeabsolutely instrumental in ensuring that many parents are able
Committee and the member for Hart at any time they like. to get back to school and back into the work force and off the
welfare system. There is the prevailing mythology that many
single parents want to live off welfare and continue to have
children.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE In my experience that is not so: most single parents | know
are desperate to get off welfare, get themselves a decent job
and give their kids a real chance in life. They want to be in

The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the a position to afford the things they need to give their children

House note grievances. a head start in life. Para West has played an absolutely vital
-~ role in giving people a second chance at education—a second
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): I opportunity to make something of their lives—and | would

want to follow up the question asked by the member folhe extremely disappointed to see anything that jeopardised
Taylor about cuts to adult re-entry schools. The leaked papetis proud record in doing just that. The dismissive reference
she quoted stated that most people went to adult re-entry tg adult re-entry is appalling.
repeat year 12 to get better marks. | have Para West Adult
Re-Entry College in my electorate and it does little of that Mr VENNING (Schubert): This is the first day of the
sort of work. Even if that is a bad thing in itself—repeating South Australian Parliament since the Queensland election
year 12 to get better marks—it is only a very small part ofand the emergence of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Party.
what Para West does. Para West is very important to peopl#e all got a shock—Australia got a shock—when the
in my electorate and in a much wider area as well. Para Weg)ueensland people spoke via the ballot box, which is where
represents a second, third or even a fourth bite of the cheriiycounts. Polls all over Australia have shown us that it was
for young people who failed at school for one reason onot just a Queensland phenomenon or an aberration. Irrespec-
another. Many people in my electorate had a very pootive of our out of touch journalists, yuppie socialists, union
experience of school for one reason or another. Many of themeavies, flat earth economists and bureaucrats in their ivory
come from a family where life was made very difficult for towers, the people have spoken with a loud, clear voice.
them at school. People say it could happen only in Queensland; not so. If
Many suffered from unrecognised learning difficulties, members think that, they are sadly mistaken and will meet
which meant that they performed very poorly at schooltheir demise. We have been given a strong message and, if
Often, itis not until later in life that they gain the courage tomembers have not heard it, | certainly have, particularly in
go back and try to overcome some of those problems anan electorate such as the one | represent. The little people—
further their education. Indeed, | was told of a woman whahe Bills and Beryls out there—are hurting, especially those
had dyslexia, which was not recognised during her schoolindiving in country regions in all States of Australia. They are
She has gone to Para West and is very successful and haisillusioned. Economic rationalism and the pace of change
completed many year 12 subjects and is looking to start heare causing anxiety. Rightly or wrongly they perceive that we
own small business. In fact, she is getting interest from as their elected representatives—both Federal and State, and
couple of businesses around the place for employment, bof both major Parties—are not listening to them.
she is determined to form her own small business and make | am no fan of Pauline Hanson. | find many, but not all,
a success of it. If her determination to succeed in business &f her philosophies abhorrent. Likewise, the electorate has
anything like the determination she has shown to get througbverlooked the unpalatable policies and latched onto those
those years subjects and go back to school, she will undoulxhich they can assimilate. So, they are saying that they agree
tedly succeed. That woman was highly motivated. There araot with Pauline Hanson the person but with her populist
others who are far more tentative. There are single parenglicies. They are hurting, and | know they are. The pig
who, with their children growing up a little and going to farmers are only one segment of our community who are
school, decide tentatively to take those first steps toward@eling the brunt of Australia’s trading policies. Try reasoning
going back to school themselves and get the necessawith a family who have just built a piggery and who now
training and qualifications to get themselves not only a decemfannot make enough to meet the interest payments on their
job but, in some cases, a job at all. borrowings. The same applies for citrus growers, those in the
Para West Re-Entry runs literacy and numeracy programslried fruits industry and many other industries. Rightly or
It provides bridging courses for people who need help to getvrongly, they believe they have been sold down the drain.
back into the education system to give themselves a chandéconomic rationalism may be fine in principle, but when it
There is any number of success stories involving the peopleurts people they rebel. Other issues—
who go back to Para West. | know many people who have An honourable member interjecting:
been given an opportunity by the Para West courses, which Mr VENNING: That's right; you have forgotten the bush.
they have seized with both hands, especially with the supportam from the bush and | regularly return to the bush. Other
and encouragement of the staff. Certainly, | am appalled assues cited by the One Nation Party are law and order and
the idea that cuts foreshadowed in that document mightuth in sentencing. We have heard that, time after time. One
deprive Para West of the ability to provide that support andhas only to listen to the Bob Francis show: certainly, a lot of
assistance to my constituents. radicals ring up, but | ask people to listen to the genuine
Also, | express concern about the child-care centre at Parallers. They say that people cannot walk on the streets,
West. As | said earlier, many Para West students are singlauggings are common and penalties are perceived to be
parents who need to find a safe and secure place for thgdathetic. | believe that Australia is the least racist country on
children to stay, a reliable and low cost centre so that they caitne planet. We have many nationalities here and we get on
concentrate on their studies and attend their courses regulanery well—at least, we did until now. People in my electorate
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are not racist and would be offended by that slur. | am not ¢he court system because the State Government has not set in
racist but, when issues of equality are raised, people tak@lace a metropolitan waste disposal policy setting. It is
uncharacteristic stands and divide our community. simply not good enough for this State Government to run
Certain elements in our community have a hands-offiway from that.
attitude. Most Australians are happy to abide by certain | have raised this issue with the Minister, and | hope that
public standards applying to public drunkenness, publithe Minister takes a more active role in making sure that
abuse, respect for the police and the rights of other citizen&outh Australia does have a metropolitan waste disposal
When people are harassed in the street by certain elementspaflicy setting which is fair and equitable to all members of
our community (often young) and when they report it to thethe community. Currently in this industry applications are
police and are told, ‘We can’t do anything about it no being driven by economics rather than environmentally
wonder we get cross. | stress that it is only a minority of aresponsible behaviour. There must be an overall strategy for
certain element. Most of these people are fine citizens but, auch a critical issue. The waste management industry must
always, it is a few who do the wrong thing and make itbe guided in a strategic sense for metropolitan South
difficult for the rest. This has been a protest more tharAustralia.
anything else. Many of the policies espoused by Ms Hanson This decision of 9 June is certainly to be heartily wel-
have no place in today’s Australia and, to make sure they doomed, and | acknowledge the role of the Development
not, it behoves us all to lift our game, hear the voice and heeflssessment Commission. The hearing of 9 June took place
the message. It is the perceived arrogance of politicians that the Charles Sturt council chambers. Many people attended
has promoted One Nation. Only wisdom and consultation wilthe hearing and many made representations, including the
check it. member for Price, whose area of Queenstown is also affected
by this application. However, this situation is currently in
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | draw the attention of the House limbo, because the applicant has up to eight weeks in which
to a decision that was made by the Development Assessmeiatlodge an appeal, and that may occur. Further to that, we
Commission on 9 June. | am sure all members share mylso have the same applicant with a different application
response to the overwhelming decision that was made by thsefore the Development Assessment Commission.
Development Assessment Commission with respect to a
planning application for a waste transfer and recycling facility Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | refer to the Queensland election
for the corner of Old Port Road and Tapleys Hill Road atresults. Members would know that prior to the election |
Royal Park. Unfortunately, this issue dates back to 1993 anehade clear that, had | been there, | would have been quite
has had a major impact particularly on the communities ohappy to hand out how-to-vote cards for the Labor Party
Royal Park, Hendon, Queenstown and Albert Park. The locdefore | would hand them out for One Nation. Obviously, |
community has certainly shown overwhelming opposition tovould have wanted the Liberal Party-National Party Coalition
this proposal, which dates back to 1993. to win. However, that was not the case. Given that that was
On this occasion, well over 200 written submissions wenhot possible, | am the first to congratulate Peter Beattie on
to the Development Assessment Commission in oppositioforming Government—which will be a stable Labor
to this application. Obviously, | do not have time to mentionGovernment—and | congratulate Peter Wellington for
all the people who played an active role in this publicfacilitating that. However, | am saddened to find out that the
campaign, but | would like to share with the House a fewQueensland Labor Party is not all squeaky clean. It gave its
names. | acknowledge the untiring work of people such apreferences to Graham Campbell’s Put Australia First Party
Ray and Erica Dowd, Jean and Ivan Osborne, Pat Belhefore the Liberal Party, and that is disappointing, as
Councillor Robert Grant, Allan Chambers and Tolley Wasy-members opposite who are true Labor members would agree.
lenko. They are just a few of the people who have played &levertheless, | congratulate Peter Beattie on forming
very vigilant role for a number of years with respect to thisGovernment; it is a stable Government and it sends the right
application. messages overseas.
I have spoken to the House on a number of occasions | also acknowledge that One Nation was successful in
about this application, because what went before the DAC owinning 11 seats. It cannot hide now; it is part of the political
9 June was an application for a waste transfer and recyclingtage. We are all watching its performance carefully. All
facility that was to receive approximately 1 000 tonnes peAustralia will see how well it performs and will scrutinise
week in a residential area. It was obviously not sustainablearefully its policies—or, as is more evident, its lack of them.
and totally impracticable for such a facility to be establishedAs | said, | was appalled by the Queensland Coalition’s
in a residential area. Before this hearing occurred, a prareatment of preferences but that has been settled and there
active State Government could have and should have takésia Labor Government. What lesson can we learn from that
a more positive role in overcoming problems of this natureelection on 13 June? Surely the lesson is that we have to
The State Government should have shown some leadersHipten and that, in the eyes of the electorate, the major Parties
in this area. Regrettably South Australia currently has dave failed to understand the broad cross-section of the
metropolitan waste disposal policy setting which is acommunity, whether it be in the bush or in the metropolitan
shambles. area. People are hurting, there is no question about that.
The current application that went before the DAC wasAlthough they are hurting, One Nation will not bring them
another example of metropolitan waste disposal occurring oeconomic or social health as it has no policies. However, it
anad hocbasis. In more recent times we only have to thinkremains to be seen how well it can be part of our political
of the Marion, Wingfield and Highbury situations (to mention system.
a few), which were all examples of planning applications The electorate is threatened not by multiculturalism but
which have dragged through the courts. Here we have anothby economic rationalism; not by diversity but by competition
case which has been dragged through the courts, which is stilblicy; not by integration but by centralisation; and not by
subject to appeal and which may continue to drag on througimmigration but by depopulation. The Australian community



1176 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 30 June 1998

is angry not because we have failed to acknowledge our past the western suburbs know that there is someone waiting
but because of the failure of all forms of Government toin the wings to do a better job than Ms Gallus is doing—
provide a secure future for all Australians, especially forMr Steve Georganaf.
young people. One Nation does not have the answers, and in An honourable member interjecting:
the next three years we will see that it will fail to deliver. ~ Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Good guess. He is ready to take
How can it succeed when it has no Party platform as have thie fight to Federal Parliament immediately.
major Parties and no real policies? For example, one of its An honourable member interjecting:
policies is to abolish divisive and discriminatory polices such  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He is a local, born and bred in
as those for Aborigines. The response was as follows:  the western suburbs. | will indicate the amount of clout that
Indigenous Australians make up 1.6 per cent of the populatioMs Gallus holds in the Federal Parliament—so much so that
but they get 1.26 per cent of Commonwealth health expenditurdMr Vale has refused to listen to her and meet with the local
despite having a greater need. council in the area. It has taken the member for Hanson to
That is attributed to the Australian Medial Association bywrite to the Minister for Transport. He has agreed to
the Advertiser There are many other examples where it hasvls Key's request to meet with the Minister. Ms Gallus
failed to scrutinise problems in Australia carefully and givecannot organise a meeting with the local council and the
a balanced answer. Regarding Pauline Hanson, a survey lbéderal Minister for Transport. The member for Hanson has
five Independent MPs shows that Mrs Hanson missed 100 @ffganised a meeting almost immediately. We are flying as
148 legislative votes in Parliament between April 1996 andoon as we can—economy—to Canberra to speak to the
December last year. She made just 10 speeches on legislatibaderal Minister and put our case. It is outrageous that this
in the same period, compared with other Independents: 45 dyovernment has set up a working party called the Adelaide
Mr Paul Filing, 53 by Mr Peter Andren, 58 by Graeme Airport Working Party and has invited the Adelaide City

Campbell and 92 by Allan Rocher. Council, the Charles Sturt council, the West Torrens council,
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time the Department of Transport, the Lands Management
has expired. Corporation and the Department of Industry and Trade but

it has not asked local members whose districts surround the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | wish to send a airportto be members of this committee.
message to the Minister for Transport, Diana Laidlaw, and The Minister refers to a relationship of trust with local
congratulate her on her decision to upgrade Bakewell Bridgeesidents, with all the relevant stakeholders being involved,
| am the first one to congratulate the Minister; she has finallyput they do not want the member for Hanson and me on the
acted. It is a shame that two people have had to die, but | acpmmittee. They know that we will see them for what they
glad she has finally acted. are: they have sold out the western suburbs. They have
| bring to the attention of the House the fact thatstuffed the redevelopment of the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium.
Ms Christine Gallus, the member for Hindmarsh, who has The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
been in Parliament since 1990, has finally, for the first time Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You have: you are the one who
in eight years, brought up the matter of Adelaide Airport inhas let down every soccer fan in South Australia. You have
Federal Parliament. let them down. Itis a concern that you, Sir, the members for
Mr Clarke interjecting: Colton and Hanson and | are not on this committee. As a
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That's right; the Speaker and | matter of urgency the junior Minister for Local Government
have been constantly talking to Ms Gallus, asking her to fighthould come in here and explain—
for our constituents in the Federal Parliament, as have the The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
members for Colton and Hanson. Our complaints have MrKOUTSANTONIS: So, it's you.
always fallen on deaf ears. Mr Speaker, you will be glad to  The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
know that she spent a full 3%2 minutes speaking about the The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
Adelaide Airport. This is how the member for Hindmarsh address his remarks through the Chair.
thinks she earns her $80 000 a year—by speaking for Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you for your protection,
3% minutes on Adelaide Airport. Sir. The Deputy Premier says he is the one who has kept me

Mr Scalzi interjecting: off. )
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Hartley asks The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time

whether | am still upset about her not returning my phoné'as expired.

calls and letters. | am devastated. More importantly, the West ) .
Torrens council, which covers half my electorate, part of the 1€ Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):| take this oppor-
nity to refer to the opening of the new facilities at Wilpena.

Speaker’s electorate and most of the Districts for Colton an K h b fthe H h had
Hanson, was asked by the member for Hindmarsh two year<l© not know how many members of the House have had an
opportunity to go up and look.

ago to immediately and urgently ratify her curfew Bill. It Mr Foley: You have not invited us
even prompted the West Torrens council to move a motion, ' ; o
P P The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: You don't need to be invited:

roposed by Councillor Arthur Mangos, as follows: . :
prop y 9 any member can go to the Flinders Ranges National Park at

Do actions speak louder than words? Why hasn’t Chris Gallu . : .
put her Bill re the Adelaide Airport to Parliament? Any time. | hope they would go on a regular basis. It is one

Moved Cr Mangos that council write to the above mentioned©f the most attractive—
member and ask why the urgency was to get the Bill ratified by Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
council yet no action was taken. _ The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am pleased that the member
The Chairman ruled the motion would lie on the table. for Torrens goes there on a regular basis. It is one of the more
I have spoken to the Acting Mayor, Mr Reece Jennings, aboudttractive parts of the State and one of the more important
the airport. We are all concerned about the lack of energy thatational parks in South Australia. The history relating to the
Ms Gallus is putting into her curfew Bill. | let the residents Wilpena development is a long one. Members would be
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aware that the previous Labor Government decided that it The Bill will only apply to aerodrome operators who choose to
would support a much larger development—the OPHIXpublish their fees in accordance with the Bill and it will not affect or

development—at Wilpena, and the decision was made thdfit contractual powers to charge and recover any fees. ,
Currently the only right of recovery for aerodrome user fees lies

perhaps we should look at other alternatives. against the direct user of the facilities and this person is difficult to
Mr Clarke interjecting: identify, especially for unstaffed regional aerodromes. The Certifi-
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | was delighted that | was cate of Registration holder can be traced through the aircraft’s calll
able to travel to this important tourism site with the DeputySign, which is recorded from required radio transmissions.

. . . . Of 23 aerodromes in South Australia which publish that the
Premier and Minister for Tourism. | was particularly pleased,,are fees. 9 are Council owned. The i belong %

to see the results. It is a magnificent development—a firstgovernment instrumentalities (4) or are privately owned (10
class interpretive centre and restructured accommodation-cluding Adelaide and Parafield). Before ownership of regional

worthy of this high class national park. If the member foraerodromes was transferred from the Commonwealth to Councils,

; ; ommonwealth regulations enabled aerodrome operators to charge
Hart takes the opportunity to go and have a look, he will becertain fees to the Certificate of Registration holder of the aircraft

delighted with what he sees. Itis a vast improvement and Esing the aerodrome. The Certificate of Registration holder could
commend my colleague the Deputy Premier as Minister foassign liability to other persons (subject to their agreement). This

Tourism. | commend also the people who work with him inregulation has been repealed, leaving the Councils only the power

the Tourism Commission and | commend the National Park&nder theLocal Government Adb charge users for use of Council
acilities. Private owners can only charge users under contract law,

officers who have worked very closely in support of the nqihe Certificate of Registration holder is not a party to the contract
project. It is great to see the relationship that has built upinless directly using the service.

between tourism and national parks. This financial year in South Australia, about 25 per cent of user
I also commend the Rasheed family, who for generationi£es in f":giorl‘al aeroﬁl’dromefs afe#”ﬁfﬂdghis is base‘éon thebf_i”qures
: : : regional aerodromes for which Avdata, an aerodrome billin
'ha}ve played an Importapt role in t.he Fllnders Ranges, becau ency,gcollects charges. No action has been taken to recover th%se
it is as a result of their determination and the support ofees because of legal advice that action against a party other than the
Government in its various forms that we now have this finalirect user of the service is likely to fail.
development. It is good, because so many people in this State The Commonwealth has declined to become involved in drafting

like the opportunity to go into the outback areas. People fro gislation which could be adopted by all States. The States
themselves have not been able to agree on a common approach. New

interstate enjoy the experience and people from overseag,th wales has amended ltscal Government Acto enable
particularly have commented favourably about the opportuni€ouncil aerodrome operators to charge Certificate of Registration
ties they have had and the experiences they have been ablgders. Tasmania is interested in the approach South Australia is

i i i i aking but has not acted. Queensland does not plan to act unless the
;[joeﬁgm:ds ?Oresseuelt %feg(r)gvgv t;)(;flhaer ';lilgg eelrsp.l ;\r’]\{[asv\?hai‘?rl]c?slatry ommonwealth takes the lead. Western Australia has declined to

. . . ddress the issue. However, it appears that the problem of avoidance
biggest in Australia. of paying user fees is increasing and this should be addressed in this
The Hon. G.M. Gunn: In the southern hemisphere. State by the enactment of tiherodrome Fees Bill 1998

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for Stuart Unpaid user fees make up a large part of revenue for many

s gional aerodromes, which may already have low levels of income.
for reminding me of that. | was pleased that the member fofﬁ some cases this may affect the aerodrome’s viability. The closure

Stuart was also able to attend the special opening. of a regional aerodrome has severe consequences for the community
Mr Foley interjecting: it serves.
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The member for Stuart is the The only alternative to collection of user fees by the current or
local member and it was totally appropriate, given the SuppOIQroposed method is to staff the aerodromes to ensure collection of

: - fees at the time of use. This cost would have to be passed on to the
he has provided, that he should attend the opening. user, thereby increasing the fees considerably. It is generally

Mr Clarke: What were you doing there? accepted that the Australian system offers the lowest charges in the
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: As a previous Minister for world, due in large part to the manner of collection of the fees.

the Environment, | had a fair bit to do with the project and | State legislation is necessary to give Council owners of former

; ; mmonwealth aerodromes the power which the Commonwealth
was particularly pleased to see the results of the commltmeﬁ;d to enable the efficient collection of user fees. Itis also necessary

that had been shown previously. It was good to see the neyy provide consistent power to collect aerodrome user fees across the
power facility up there—the new solar system, the greatestate regardless of whether aerodrome ownership is public or private.
in the southern hemisphere. Altogether it is a development dilternative means of collecting user fees would be more expensive

; ; and inconvenient for the user.
which South Australia and all members can be proud. Consultation on the draft Bill took place in March 1998.

Government agencies, aerodrome operators, aerodrome user groups
and local government were consulted. In addition, comments on the
draft Bill were invited through advertisements placed Tihe
Advertiserand The Australiamewspapers and the Bill was made
available through Transport SA's Internet site.

AERODROME FEES BILL Responses were received from the following organisations:
Office of Local Government

Local Government Association

Avdata Services Pty Ltd

Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

time. . - Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia
The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human - Federal Airports Corporation—Adelaide Airport
Services):I move: - Australian Airports Association
That this Bill be now read a second time. - Overnight Airfreight Operators Association Inc

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted Australian Air Transport Association (verbal) .
in Hansardwithout my reading it - Department of Environment and Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs
’ Department of Industry & Trade (verbal)
Leave granted. - SA Tourism Commission (verbal)
This Bill will enable aerodrome operators to recover fees forr Commonwealth Department of Transport & Regional Devel-
aircraft arrival, training approaches, parking and departing at an opment—Aviation Policy Division.

aerodrome from the Certificate of Registration holder of the aircraft None opposed the introduction of the Bill but there were some
(hereafter called user fees). aspects of the Bill with which Avdata Pty Ltd, an agent of some
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aerodrome operators, was dissatisfied. It wanted the activities forNON-METROPOLITAN RAILWAYS (TRANSFER)

which charges could be made to be extended. The initial draft was (BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT WORK)
altered to take this concern into account in the case of training flights
AMENDMENT BILL

which use aerodrome airspace but do not necessarily involve landing
at the aerodrome, but not for fees which could be made the subject .
of a contract between the aircraft user and the aerodrome operator Second reading.
(for example, terminal access or loading facilities).
Avdata was also concerned that the provision which allows The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
assigr:jr_?fentlof liability for feeshmay w%rk to make their ’ecé’velfyServices):l move:
more difficult. However, since the aerodrome operator can decline P .
to accept the assignment of liability ifdissatisfiedpwith the assigner's 1 hat this Bill be now read a second time. o
financial credibility, this should not be the case. | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
Nothing in the Bill precludes the Certificate of Registration in Hansardwithout my reading it.
holder and the user/hirer of the aircraft from entering into a contract | eave granted.

which would give the former the right to recover fees from the In preparation for the sale of Australian National (AN) by the

user/hirer. d d
An association of aero clubs was concerned about some dificommonwealth Government in late 1997, Parliament made

e : : : o ision for privatised rail operations in South Australia by passing
culties its members may encounter in complying with the provision rovision : : ”
of the Bill, but it was judged that with some changes to administras-{:*(‘)e’\é‘r’gt'{c‘)‘r?ggﬁ%"X"é‘cgg's';"’ggfgga;‘s“e” Act 1981 theRailways
tive procedures, all such difficulties could be satisfactorily resolved: P

: Py : The interstate passenger and SA freight rail businesses were
This association was also concerned about the absence of nationall ; :
consistent legislation applying to the collection of aerodrome fee tchased by Great Southern Railways Ltd (GSR) and Australia

P e - - outhern Railroad Ltd (ASR) respectively. Optima Energy became
??g&;ggﬂ?\ﬂ?rﬁggpﬂg ?éﬁ(')c\t,%nlfﬁg;% continue to urge other State he owner of the Leigh Creek line. These organisations have acquired

| d the Bill to h bl b AN'’s assets, improvements and rights but not the land itself. The
commend the Bill to honourablé members. Commonwealth has transferred the AN land to the State and the

Explanation of Clauses appropriate properties have been leased to the new owners.
Clause 1: Short title The Non-metropolitan Railways (Transfer) Act 198¥akes a
Clause 2: Commencement number of special provisions for rail that take into account its former
These clauses are formal. public ownership eg. exemptions from land tax and fencing
Clause 3: Interpretation requirements. However, no provision was made for compliance with

The definitions of certain words and phrases used in the Bill are séheDevelopment Act 1998 has been drawn to our attention by the
out here. The Bill will apply only to aerodrome related fees incurrednew owners of AN that, unless a declaration of compliance is
by the use of aircraft registered under Part Il of the Commonwealttprovided, they could be prohibited from occupying formerly exempt

Civil Aviation Regulationgsee definition of aircraft). AN buildings, and thus from operating their services.

Clause 4: Act binds Crown Buildings and development works by AN, the Commonwealth
This clause provides that the Crown is bound by the provisions of' the State prior to the sale of AN were not covered by the State's
the Bill. regulatory and statutory requirements. Now that they have been

Laken over by the new private owners of AN, these buildings and
rks are no longer exempt.

For instance, Section 66 of this tH&evelopment Act 1993
uires that buildings erected after 1 January 1974 must have a
ssification in accordance with the regulations made under the Act.

Clause 5: Act does not affect other powers with respect to fee o
The Bill does not operate so as to limit or affect contractual or othel"
powers that would exist apart from the Bill to charge and recove
fees relating to aerodromes. This means that if an aerodrome opera
and an aerodrome user wish to enter into a contract in which fees fi ection 67 prohibits a person from occupying a building unless an

the use of th'e aerodrome are agreed, they may do so. appropriate certificate of occupancy is issued for the building.
Clause 6: Aerodrome operator may fix fees for arrivals, depar-""" s therefore possible to argue that buildings acquired by the

tures, etc. ) new owners of AN, who would now come under the Act, would not

A person who operates an aerodrome may fix a fee for— comply.

- the arrival, departure or parking of aircraft at the aerodrome;  The State is under no obligation to provide a declaration of
atraining flight approach to the aerodrome (see clause 3(3) fafompliance with the State’s regulatory and statutory provisions to
the interpretation of what is a training flight approach); the new owners. However, the State is prepared to take action to
the carrying out of an activity, or the provision of a service, at theaddress this technical issue.
aerodrome directly related to any of the above activities of In considering legislation to facilitate the resolution of this matter

aircraft; it is worth noting that:
- late payment of any of the above, - aprecedent already exists as an equivalent declaration was made
by publishing the fees in th@overnment Gazettnd, in addition, for the same reasons in tBeuth Australian Timber Corporation

in a daily newspaper circulating in South Australia or a periodical ~ (Sale of Assets) Act 1998nd )

publication prescribed by regulation. Fees fixed in this way will - declaring compliance of buildings acquired on the sale date

come into force on the day specified by the aerodrome operator in Would not add to existing risks. _

the published notice of the fees. This Bill therefore seeks to amend tHé¢on-metropolitan
Clause 7: Liability for payment of fees Railways (Transfer) Act 199 add a single section that declares

Liability for the payment of a fee fixed under the Bill is placed on that buildings erected by AN, the Commonwealth or the State on the

the holder of the certificate of registration of the aircraft (defined infail 1and comply with the statutory and regulatory provisions of
clause 3(1)). The holder of the certificate of registration of an aircrafé0vering buildings and development works at the time these were
may, however, assign the liability for the payment of such fees irfarried out.
respect of the aircraft to another person by agreement in writing for _[tiS important to note that any new developments would need to
afuture period specified in the agreement. Such an agreement mE&mMPply with these provisions. .
be signed by or on behalf of the holder of the certificate of registra-__ This provision would also apply to any improvements on further
tion, the person to whom the liability for fees is assigned and thd@ilways land transferred to the State by the Commonwealth. Further
aerodrome operator for the aerodrome to which the agreemefnd transfers are expected to occur when the extent of the land
relates. required for the interstate track network, which was excluded from
Clause 8: Recovery as debt thefﬁ\_le_of AN, is retSOI;/edItlr?tethls‘yearl. Slative ch that

- - is is an important, although minor legislative change, that is
Qgtigﬁr?r?raongoeu?P g;aégrrnngg%,eﬁcjﬂ\r/iesrdiactfi%ﬁ fg(se i L:jl%?rdtﬂg E)'”tﬁ ecessary to avoid an unintended consequence of the loss of the
aerodrome operator from the person liable for payment of the fee xemptions applying to development and works resulting from the

Cl 9 R lati Sale of AN.
ause 9. kegulations I commend the Bill to members.

The Governor may make regulations for the purposes of the Bill. Explanation of Clauses

. The provisions of the Bill are as follows:
Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. Clause 1: Short title
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This clause is formal. this position are the same as the reasons for tenure of the
Clause 2: Insertion of s. 11A position of Police Commissioner.

Itis proposed to add a new provision that will allow building and | believe that is an acceptable precedent and | have not
evelopment work carried out on land transterred unaer the rRallwa H H H : :
Agreerﬂent before the commencement of the principal Act to b ear_d a single "_‘ember d|_sagree|ng with my statemen_t in
regarded as Comp|ying with the Statutory and regu|atory require[elatlon to the P0|ICG CommISSIoner. FOI‘ that reason we I’ejeCt
ments that applied at the time of the work. the amendment, and | dare say that there is every likelihood

we will finish up in conference over it.
Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. Motion carried.

VALUATION OF LAND (MISCELLANEOUS) APPROPRIATION BILL
AMENDMENT BILL
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | bring up the
Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’sreport of Estimates Committee A and move:

amendments. That the report be received.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | move: M;’“"” carried. b he m f
That the amendments be disagreed to. The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | bring up the minutes o

proceedings of Estimates Committee A and move:

_The ame_ndments effectively concern the vacancy occurring That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
in the Office of Valuer-General. There has been an endeavoyfoceedings.

to have that position retained as it is presently, namely, filled
to age 65 years. The debate in this Chamber has already
focuged on the Government's Vi‘?"" in_ relation to tenure of The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | bring up the report of
appointment of that position, and likewise the Opposition ha%stimates Committee B and move:
also had an opportunity to put its debate. | would have ) ’
thought we laboured over that for sufficient time in this  'hatthe report be received.
House to have the other Chamber accept the point of view put Motion carried.
forward. | see little point in this Chamber's spending a The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | bring up the minutes of
lengthy time to revisit those debates. They arélansard, proceedings of Estimates Committee B and move:
and they stand. For that reason, the amendments are not That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
agreed to. proceedings.
Ms HURLEY: | want to put the point of view of the Motion carried.
Opposition again and to reiterate the importance we see in the
office of the Valuer-General: it is independent and it should  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
be seen to be independent. As was pointed out in the othethijldren’s Services and Training): | move:
place, since these amendmentswere firstintroduced we _have That the proposed expenditures referred to in Estimates
had the proposal for a land tax via the emergency serviceSommittees A and B be agreed to.
levy. It is, therefore, even more important that the Valuer-
General be completely independent and separate from any Mr FOLEY (Hart): | will take the Opposition’s unlimit-
influence of Government. ed time allocation to make my contribution to this debate. It
We believe that it is appropriate that the Valuer-General’'ss now 4.30 p.m., so that gives me 1% hours until my first
vacancy be referred to the Statutory Offices Committee fobreak. | have not decided for how long | will speak. It will
appointment, and that the position continue until retirementlepend on the issues | cover, the interjections from the
rather than having the Valuer-General under pressure of @oposite benches, and your support and protection,
five year appointment. The Opposition will pursue theseMr Speaker, as | battle my way through a very rowdy and
amendments because the Government has not really adeisy Government bench when they rise to object to my
dressed our concerns. contribution—and we can see that the numbers opposite are
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | do not want to labour swelling already.
over this issue or waste the time of the Chamber, but I simply This is an important piece of legislation. As shadow
point out that the arguments put forward are an absolut&reasurer, at the beginning of the contribution | should
nonsense. The position of Police Commissioner— attempt to make some very serious observations about the
Mr Foley: In your opinion. budget as it has come out of the Estimates Committees, and

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The position of the Police perhaps | will leave the lighter side of my contribution until
Commissioner is not appointed by a committee. The positiofhe end of my speech. I hope the Minister for Education will
of Police Commissioner is appointed as a contractudpe With me for a while because I have to touch on education.
position. | have not heard a single member of the Oppositiohiow long will you be here, Minister?
raise a concern in this House about the method of appoint- The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting:
ment, the tenure of appointment or the calibre of the current Mr FOLEY: Well, | will start with the Minister for
Police Commissioner, and that is an appointment which hasducation. Fair dinkum, | have heard some very silly
been made recently. That in itself, | think, serves to highlighsuggestions coming from Governments of both political
that this is becoming a game for the Opposition. | am nopersuasions about how we can save money, but one of the
interested in playing games with important positions. Isilliest and—if it was not so serious—quite laughable
acknowledge that it is an important position. The presensuggestions was uncovered by the shadow Minister for
processes ensure the maintenance of integrity and separatieducation, Children’s Services and Training.
of the office of Valuer-General, and the reasons for tenure of The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting:

Motion carried.
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Mr FOLEY: Well, the leak the shadow Ministergotwas  Mr Wright: Didn’t he stand for the Chair’s position?
that to save $3 million they would close our schools aweek Mr FOLEY: He did stand for the Chair’s position but the
earlier. That would have to be one of the greatest nonseng&arliament felt that he was not quite up to it. | hope the
suggestions to come from the bureaucracy and from th&overnment thinks that the Treasurer is too tricky for
Minister for many years. | thought it was a silly idea, members on this side, because we like to work with very
although during Question Time today, by way of interjectiontricky, clever Ministers. It makes for a breath of fresh air in
| did say that my two young children are considering joiningcomparison with some of the other incompetent Ministers
the Liberal Party if that becomes part of your next electionyith whom we have to deal from time to time.
manifesto. | will have a real dilemma on my hands: with one | think the Estimates Committee process demonstrated that
of my sons already barracking for the Crows, | cannot affordvir Lucas is not quite the know-it-all Minister that he and
too many breaches of Foley family policy. others would like us to think. His over reliance on advice on
As a journalist pointed out to the Minister, there will the evening when the questions got a little technical was a
always be a last week of school, and the system would gringlitale sign. It showed that at the end of the day Treasurer
to a halt one week earlier. There were mixed messages fropucas is the same as the rest of us: mortal. Having said that,
the teachers’ union as to whether or not it was in favour, buf still have respect for Mr Lucas, because clearly he is an
| believe that the longer we have our children at school anéxperienced politician and a capable Minister, but he is not
the longer we can educate our children, the better. without fault or vulnerability. As | said, in comparison with

The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting: his motley crew of Ministers, he stands apart in some
Mr FOLEY: | do not have experience with the private respects.

school sector because | am a supporter of the public school vy Brokenshire interjecting:
sector, so | do not have the same understanding of the private \jr FOLEY: It was intended to be a slur: that is why |

school system: But, in areas like mine the other element af5iq jt. Returning to the $150 million black hole, | want to
aschool's closing early is the horrendous cost of child caremake some important comments. | asked the Treasurer during
As aresult of your heartless Federal colleagues who have ci{e  Estimates Committee to explain just where the

back child care enormously, the cost for after-school cargs50 million black hole was. He was having a few problems,
could be as much as $200 if you have two children iny i he went on to say:

school—$100 a week. That is an outrageous suggestion and . . .
trageous impost. We do a simple calculation in terms of the offset of the savings
an outrag . L . on interest and what we have lost in the income flow, and depending
I suspect that, if | know my politics, if the Minister has not on the sale value what we get is up to $150 million a year by the end
done it, certainly the Premier has suggested to Mr Ralph anaf the fourth year of this four year financial plan in bottom line
his bureaucrats in the Department for Education, Training an enefit to the budget. That is $150 million. That is where it comes

T rom. It is in the budget netted off against the outlays. The member
Employment that they look for another initiative. The for Hart might want to damage our sales process because he does not

suggestion that we close our schools a week early is not jugfant to see us get a good price for these assets. If we cannot get up
politically silly but quite against the flow of both public to $150 million from this we will have to increase taxes or we will

opinion and what our schools should be doing. As | said, th&ave to cut education, police, health if that is what he wants to do.
only two people in my street who thought it was a good ideat the end of the day, that was gobbledygook. It did not
were my two kids. As usual, | have corrected the error ofanswer my question, because nowhere in the budget papers
their ways. exists a black hole. The Premier and the Treasurer must frame
Initially, with this budget we saw great theatre by thethe budget on the prevailing settings, and the prevailing
Government, which painted it as having a $150 million blacksettings, as was acknowledged during the Estimates Commit-
hole. On the very day on which the budget was broughtee, are that ETSA and Optima remain in public ownership.
down, the Treasurer referred to a $150 million black hole thatable 6.16 in Budget Paper 2, in respect of the four year
would result in a mini-budget in October if the Parliamentfinancial plan, includes the dividends and income tax
failed to sell ETSA. The Government may well regret thatequivalents from ETSA and Optima. Table 2.4 shows receipts
threat, as it now appears that the Premier is staring down thfeom other revenue. Note No. (2) states:
Parliament and he may well have to go through with his
threat to bring in a mini-budget. es.
Tre(z?lgutpeer \;‘3’ |nt|(g)2tk%r;\r/;/ri]rlwcgr:gen%??ni\p\//?;vy Svti)titec?ﬁ rﬁz%he full value of the dividend and income tax equivalents was
Kenny ofNightline | asked the Treasurer to show me wheremdUded n that.f!gure, which still shows an underlying
in Budget Paper 2 this black hole existed. As far as | a surplus of $4 million at the fourth year of the four year
' Minancial plan. So, the income and dividends from ETSA are

concerned, Budget Paper 2 is the most important of all th : : : : :
budget documents as it contains the full breadth of the budgg ated in these financial tables in the budget. The only thing

; : Government could point to—and the Premier was caught
and its various components. The Treasurer answered me trﬁf
g

Includes distributions from commercial public trading enterpris-

it was certainly there. When | pressed the point, he said thaj L0 e following day—was table 2.5—the reconciliation
. : y . P > point, atement. Those who read budgets—and | hope all members
it was in another document and that | did not have all th

documents. | subsequently made sure that | read all th o—would understand that, in the main, a reconciliation
' q y Statement reconciles this budget and its out years with

documents, butitwas notin any othe_r documerlt. Clearly, th redictions made in the previous budget. In this reconciliation
Treasurer was caught out on that night and, indeed, subsg:

> . tatement, the only possible reference to a black hole to
quently as | will relate in a moment.

L S which the Premier could point was contained in the note to
Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: You can always rely on one interjector. Of table 2.5 Wh_'Ch states: )
course, the member for Mawson does not have much to do Above estimates are net of any premium on asset sales.
because he does not have a committee to chair or a ministfijhe more important part of that note is the first part, which
to look after as he enters his fifth year in Parliament. states:



Tuesday 30 June 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1181

Totals may not add due to rounding. figures either when we came up with the black hole: we used

Thatis hardly a definitive explanation of a $150 million black@nother set of figures.”

hole, and it gives the lie to the Government's argument that ! will read a short contribution from the Treasurer. | asked
this budget sits with a huge black hole that will need to bghe Treasurer:

funded by other taxation increases in October should the sale How can the Treasurer put company figures in his budget that he

of ETSA and Optima not proceed through this Parliament.do€s not personally support? The minute that has gone to print under
e . his signature as Treasurer, they are his numbers. The Treasurer is
I'have gone through the reconciliation statement in amow confident that those numbers can be achieved.

attempt to see where the $150 million black hole could hav . . . .
existed, and | am at a loss to find it. And the Treasurer coul %mbizylgg tr:]: rr?ntjg?tbg r;%rl?f?; e%l:tvtzﬁ '?ﬁ g mnﬁrﬁtt::?sm _|I_nhtg
not show it to me. There are adjustments for net interest cos reasurgr énswere d: :

but the notes given for that are that they are impacts in term :

i ; No, as | have stated a couple of times, the honourable member
of the parameter effects—impacts, the underlying causes cr’]lglisquotes what | have said to him and to the Committee. In this table

which are generally outside the Government's control, whic e are talking about, table 6.16, those figures incorporate the
we assume IS Slmply interest rate movements as interest r&t@;‘npany figures. In terms of what we are doing by netting off

forecasts are revised in the out year. The previous budget®ainst the outlays, the Government has made a calculation of the
reconciliation statement also showed interest rate adjustterest savings on what we might get from the sale of our assets

. inst what the Government believes the dividend flow might be.
ments, because in the last two or three budgets we have be%%@ question that the honourable member has put to me relates to

moving into this lower rate cycle and, as we know, given theaple 6.16 and he has asked for the breakdown within that table. Just
way in which our debt is funded, in large part we are payingo refresh the honourable member's memory, equally on the

catch-up when it comes to taking advantage of lower interegquivalent table on net debt to our State over the next four years, the
rates Government has included in the net debt figures no assumption or

. L calculation about a reduction because of the sale of ETSA and
All of this may not be of stunning interest to members, butoptima.

itis important in terms of working through the integrity of the He effectively contradicts himself there. The critical point

Government's budget docume_nt. So, | p”.Shed it further an%ere was that the Government has made a calculation on
| pushed the Treasurer to explain to me a little more about t!@terest savings on what we might get from the sale of our

dividend income stream flow. | referred to table 6.16 an . <
wanted to know if that included the four years of dividends ssets and what the Government believes the dividend flow

di " f ETSA and Onti d if h ight be, which he told this House was a different figure
and income stream from and ptima and, If S0, Whag 5, \yhat the Government had included in its budget papers.
are the figures. The Treasurer gave me those figures, whi

are as follows—and these are the dividends and income tax . that again just puts a lie to the Government's claim that
equivalents from ETSA and Optima: for 1998-99 black hole exists within this budget document, and makes

$193.6 million:  1999-2000, $212.4 million: 2000_1'theTreasurerIookqwteS|Ilywhentrylngtoexplalnwhatwas

$191.4 million; and 2001-2, $211.1 million. They are ver&lgaﬁ'igﬁgﬁwed strategy in political blackmail of this

interesting numbers, for a couple of reasons. But in respect I do not begrudge the Treasurer being a little political in

i?]ftmh)e/ fgr?t%krﬂﬂlgr? ttgr?%mgqe, I said to him (as | said earllerhis exploits with the budget: | simply say to him that, when
: it comes to the integrity of his budget papers, politics should
If you factored those numbers in, your budget is predicated ope put aside to ensure that the integrity of the budget is not
getting income stream from ETSA. diminished by silly political statements such as, ‘There is a
Then he came on with this argument: black hole,” and the silly way in which he has attempted to
No, the bottom line of the budget is net of what we would get forexplain that black hole.
the sale of ETSA and Optima, less what we were expectingto getby The parliamentary Estimates Committee involved more
way of income, and that comes up with a figure of $150 million. - than just the Treasurer, and | will say a little more about the
He might be right; it simply does not show in the budget. If Treasurer later. For some reason, | found myself on about
he is right, he has given away what the Government’'s markdive Estimates Committees. | had thought that, our numbers
expectation was for the sale of ETSA to learned observergiaving doubled in the Parliament, perhaps | could do a few
as | am sure that they could do the mathematics on that.léss. | will have to look at that next year. It is a pity that the
could not find that in the document. Then he made this modbeputy Speaker has left, because | wanted to make reference
bizarre statement—and again, | will need to refademsard  to him. We took the opportunity to ask the Auditor-General
because this was quite strange. He said to me—and | wifome questions. The Government and the Deputy Speaker
paraphrase it—that in fact when he worked out the(the Chairman of Committees at this stage) took exception to
$150 million black hole he did not use the figures that | havemy line of questioning. But it is important to note that there
just quoted, because they were the figures provided by thare very few opportunities to question the Auditor-General
companies themselves. He used a more conservative figua.this State. | thought that was a good opportunity to do it,
So | said, ‘Hang on a minute, Treasurer. You are telling méecause if we took the letter of the law as the Chairman of
that your budget has in it figures provided by the companyCommittees wanted all we could have asked the Auditor-
but for your black hole that also is in here somewhere you didseneral about was how much he spent on paper clips,
not use those figures. You discounted those figures and religthether he wasted money on biros and other inane guestions.
on a more conservative number.’ | mean, fair dinkum! Ifthe | thought that, given the Auditor-General had made
Treasurer wants to be treated seriously in terms of thaimself available, that it was in the evening and that he
financial management of this State, he cannot say to m@robably would have preferred to be at home, we should have
‘Look, there is a black hole in the budget documents. | knowmade his time worthwhile. | thought that it was incumbent
you cannot find it but, believe me, it is there. But in relationupon me to make sure that the Auditor-General’s time was
to the figures that we have used in the budget document imot wasted, because he is too important an officer of the
terms of income stream from ETSA, we did not use thosé”arliament—not to mention the salaries involved. | thought
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that we should put the Auditor-General’s time in this The Minister looks at me, | am not sure with what
Parliament to good use. What happened? | was nobbled. | wasessage, but | could guess. | am happy to talk more about it,
stopped short by the Chairman. | battled with him; | chal-but | was being sensitive to the role of the Minister and not
lenged him; | took the battle up to the Chairman of Commit-wanting to disturb her in her important docket signing. The
tees. But at the end of the day, as will always be the case Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium issue was raised by the Deputy
lost; he won; he closed down the Committee. | thought thaPremier on the day, and it was a moment of high farce. The
was unfortunate. Although other members were somewhd@eputy Premier had not had a good couple of weeks—
delighted to go early, | was not. | was keen to stay the fullalthough | suppose he did; he had been overseas, from
distance and to ask the Auditor-General some very importamhemory. But it was not a good week, when he thought he
questions about a whole raft of Government projects. would spring a counter attack on the Opposition. As you

Of course, we saw the most extraordinary developmerWOU|d recall, Sir, the press conference was odd, given that it
where the Premier did not allow the Auditor-General towas the Deputy Premier's own press conference, but from
answer any of my questions. He let the Auditor-Generayvhat | saw that night it looked as though hg was reacting to
answer a couple of questions but then steered away arf@mething we had done. The Deputy Premier talked about a
would not let the Auditor-General answer some quite probin$abor dicky-bird, a senior Labor source having rung the
and, | would argue, appropriate questions. | think it was a?€Puty Premier that day to say: ‘Look, you need to go back
unfortunate beginning to the Estimates Committees procesand look into your files around the years 1989 and 1993 to
Certainly, it unsettled me. | was somewhat taken aback by th@discover that the former Labor Government was itself looking
rough treatment | received from the Government. | wa$texpanding and upgrading the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium.’
disappointed that we did not take the opportunity to ask the The Deputy Premier made great play of the fact that, as
Auditor-General some gquestions properly. | think that isa result of this senior Labor dicky-bird ringing him, he had
something that the Estimates Committees of this Parliamemgone into the archives and, surprise, surprise, had found these
ought to have a look at. | am happy to give some advice to theecret plans—only that day, from memory—and thought it
Government, if it is prepared to accept it. Perhaps when thenportant to bring that to the Parliament. | remember that he
Auditor-General is in this Parliament we should occupy hishad the plans sitting on the table, waiting to hit us with this
time more usefully. major revelation. Of course, as | saw on the Channel 7 news

The member for Waite would not recall this, but when wethat night, I and the Leader of the Opposition were accused
had Estimates Committees in years gone by prior to thi€f telling I|es.We suﬁgred a fairly S|gn|f|cant attack.from the
Government and its changing of when it brings down itsP€puty Premier that night—something that | was disappoint-
budget (and | do not criticise the Government for that; it€d in because | was accused of telling lies, which | did not
brings it down in May as opposed to August) we used to havielieve to be_ the case. Nonetheless, that was said by the
the Auditor-General's Report about which we could askP€puty Premier.
guestions during the Estimates Committee. We would have Then in the Chamber, following some very quick work on
the Estimates documents together with the Auditor-Generalker part, the member for Reynell showed me a letter that you,
Report, which meant we had a lot more ammunition forMr Acting Speaker, would have been well aware of. Why you
important questions. Clearly, Ministers had to be more ortlid not advise the Deputy Premier of this before he made his
guard in terms of being prepared for difficult questions; butforay into the media, one can only speculate. That was a letter
it was a good process to ensure proper accountability arié Mr Lewis, the Chairman of the Public Works Committee,
proper scrutiny and, where possible, to expose areas sfgned by Mr Ingerson himselfin April 1998. The letter said,
deficient Government administration. in part:

Of course, now we have the present budget process. The Dear Peter,

Auditor-General only signs off at the end of the financial The purpose of this letter is to highlight to the committee the

year. We now get the Auditor-General’'s Report in aboutprocess that has developed since the original concept to redevelop

September or October, five or six months after the budget h4ke Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium evolved in 1993. In fact, as far back
; . s 1989 a study was conducted at the request of the then chief

begn brought down. That.ls why we need_to ,IOOk VElYexecutive of the Department of Recreation and Sport to examine the

seriously at what we do with that. We on this side of therelative merits of two options for the provision of an international

House have argued—and | know my Deputy Leader hastandard soccer stadium in Adelaide.

ralsed_ this with the Government’s Deputy on a number oj went on to say:

occasions—that we do need a much better process forasking’ ~ -

questions arising from the Auditor-General’s Report. Fair dinkum, Ingo: You can’t even get your politics right!

| say that in all seriousness, not wanting to score cheajphat was probably a bit of a thr@wayline that | did not
political points but wishing to uphold proper Governmentneed to repeat. The point is that on that day the Deputy
scrutiny and accountability. It is disappointing that it has notPremier attempted to up the ante on the Labor Party, on me
happened. Through our Deputy Leader, the Opposition hgsersonally and on the Leader of the Opposition, accusing us
proposed on a number of occasions that we should havedd telling lies and trying to give the impression that there had
special sitting of the Parliament, perhaps in an Estimateseen some major leak from the Labor Party and they had just
Committee-style process, but with more detailed questioningncovered these documents when, to everyone’s amuse-
of Ministers and their officers on the Auditor-General's ment—perhaps not everyone’s; | doubt the Premier was
Report, not the farce we see in October, where we have 3@verly amused—I think the headline on most of the TV news
minutes with one Minister. Moving down the list, we had bulletins that night was ‘Deputy Premier kicks own goal.’ |
Minister Lucas, then we had the Minister for sports facilities,really think that, as a member of that committee yourself, Sir,
the Hon. Graham Ingerson, the Deputy Premier. That was ayou should have reminded Mr Ingerson of the letter he had
interesting day, and enough has been said about the Hindxitten to you some months earlier, to save him that little bit
marsh Soccer Stadium; | do not want to revisit that. of embarrassment.
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It probably would not have been a bad political attack, hadsA Water who have so competently advised Ministers Olsen
it been structured differently but, for whatever reason, thend Ingerson over the years and who are now advising
Deputy Premier just went a little over the top. | thought | Minister Armitage. They were having difficulty answering
would make mention of that because it was an importanguestions on the great water contract. There were issues such
event along the road of the Estimates Committees ands Thames Water having promised to deliver 100 jobs to
provided a little excitement in what was otherwise probablyAdelaide within two, three or four months, from memory. We
a fairly dull day. asked a question and found that there were only three jobs.

I then had the pleasure for the first time of dealing withThen the Minister started to dispute our understanding of the
Minister Armitage in his capacity as Minister for Governmentcontract and, doing only as | would normally do in wanting
Enterprises, and he did not let me down. Many would noto assist the Minister, | went and got my copy of the water
recall, but last year | walked in on Minister Armitage in contract. As members know, we have a copy.
another place in the Estimates Committee when he was Mrs Geraghty: You are so helpful.

Health Minister and | was stunned to see half the Health \r FOLEY: |was. So, | brought the contract down into

Commission sitting in the gallery. On that day I think | {he Chamber. You should have seen the eyes of the bureau-
counted 28 persons in the gallery to assist the then Ministfiats from SA Water: what would they have given to be able
of Health. Who knows what would have happened if thergq |eap across and rip it out of my hands. Maybe | would have
had been a major health crisis that day, because half thganted to give it to them, and maybe I will one day. | opened
Government was in the gallery. _ up the page for the Minister and pointed to the clause to

Once again, the Minister did not let me down. I walked in\yhich | was referring, and I think he was a little sheepish and
and | was hit again by a sea of faces sprawled in the tW@mparrassed that the advice that he was getting from his
galleries. | did a head count—it is important that we do ayqyisers was not consistent with the contract. As | have said
head count on these sorts of days—and found 31 Governmegfeyiously, we will release elements of that contract that we
officers here to assist the would be Premier or Deputygjieve to be in the public interest.

Premier—I| am not sure what Minister Armitage is running In any future committee meetings dealing with issues

for but, whatever his ambitions, | am not sure that they ar . : .
being well served by demonstrating that he needs 31 advise?%vowmg the water contract | will be quite happy to refer to

What was even more comical was that | asked him a questi

The Price is Right'‘Armo, come on down.’
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): Order!
Point of order.

in SA Water. Enough said on that water contract.
| raised a couple of other issues with Minister Armitage
Mr FOLEY: No, you do not call points of order. Back- and also Minister Matthew. That was an experience. Minister
benchers call point’s of order. Matthew was so keen, but the problem for him was that it was

The ACTING SPEAKER: | seek the maintenance of the Iast night; | had been on six committe_es gnd I was really
some protocol. running out of steam. | could see that, in his normal very

Mr FOLEY: |am happy with protocol. | am just asking diligent manner (I must hand it to him: he was well briefed

: - nd prepared), Minister Matthew was eagerly waiting to do
that you get the process right. Members call points of ordelgattle with me. However, it is fair to say that | really did not

and you, Mr Acting Speaking, decide on them. You do not; =" ™ :
call a point of order from the Chair. | thought that was and0 justice to him, because | h_ad run ou.t of ;team.
interesting day. Perhaps | can give a bit of advice, gratuitous- But, before that, we had alittle bit of jousting, and one of
ly. If members opposite really think the Minister for Govern- the issues in which | was extremely |r_1terested was the radio
ment Enterprises is one of their options, they should rethinR€twork contract. Members may be interested to know that
that one a bit. It is a tough job being Premier or Deputythe Government has signed up for a radio communications
Premier, no doubt. We may have our differences with théetwork. Motorola has the contract to supply the handsets and

current Premier or the former Premier, but | have never see¥rious equipment and has been mandated as the supplier,
Premier Olsen or former Premier Brown have more than &nd that contract is estimated to cost us between $130 million

handful of advisers. Their confidence in their portfolios is2nd $200 million. I understand that one of the reasons for

sufficient that they are okay but, for whatever reason, théhtroducing the emergency services levy is that it will help
Minister for Government Enterprises, clearly not wanting tofund this radio contract. I am no electronics expert—some
slip up, has to have his hand held by 31 advisers. would think I am an expert in very little—but | would have
That is an important point because I doubt a Governmerif S&y—
enterprise was working that day in Adelaide. We had present Mrs Geraghty: Oh, no.
the heads of ETSA, Optima, Ports Corporation, the Lotteries Mr FOLEY: | am pleased that the member for Torrens
Commission, the TAB, the Motor Accident Commission anddoes not agree. | reckon that $150 million is a lot of money
SAGRIC International. We had the elite of the elite here: weto be spending on a radio communications system. It does not
had the top officers of all Government trading enterprises banvolve the police: itis for the CFS, MFS and the ambulance
none here with the Minister. If there had been an accident aervice. We have heard that Tallahassee, the capital of
ETSA or if a lottery coupon had gone missing at the Lotteried-lorida, had a similar system that cost $9 million. | do not
Commission or the TAB system had broken down, ther&now; | am no expert and do not want to say that | am right
would have been all sorts of strife because they were all her@nd the Government is wrong. However, many more
with Minister Armitage assisting him and holding his hand.questions need to be asked about why we will pay between
Mr Snelling interjecting: $130 and $200 million for a radio communications network.
Mr FOLEY: Exactly. Then we saw Minister Armitage’s No doubt it may be needed—I am not arguing that we do not
handling of the water contract, and it was not a good efforheed to upgrade our communications equipment—but | am
at all. He had his 31 advisers—Ted Phipps and others frorastounded at the price.
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What astounds me more about the price is the way in You, Sir, in the soon to be very marginal seat of Mawson
which elements of that contract have been negotiated. As lorfgllowing the redistribution, would need to bear in mind that
ago as, | think, 1994 the Auditor-General himself queried angour residents could be paying a minimum of $50 per year
was highly critical of the way in which the Government hadmore to pay for a $150 million to $200 million communica-
contracted Motorola to provide much of the hardwaretions contract about which we have not established, first, the
involved, because it resulted in a deal signed by then Ministaneed; secondly, whether there is the need—and | am not
Olsen as Minister for Industry as part of an incentive packagsuggesting that there is not—and therefore our options; and,
to attract Motorola here to Adelaide. An element of whichthirdly, having decided what our options are, who can supply
Industries Development Committee was not made aware wdke hardware, the equipment. That involves many major steps
that the Premier (then the Minister) and the Government gavabout which we have had no public scrutiny.

a commitment to Motorola that it could have the contractto  All we have been told is that it will cost between
supply the hardware five years down the track. So, there h&l50 million and $200 million and that Motorola won the
been no open tendering for a significant portion of thiscontract because Premier Olsen signed off on it back in 1994
$130 million to $200 million contract; Motorola is getting it. without telling anyone, and that is the way it is. If members

When | questioned Minister Matthew about what under-think that | am being a bit unfair to the Premier, let me say
standings we have that we are getting a decent price and we them that one of the first persons who alerted me to this
have allowed competitive pricing and competitive tenderingnatter was his former principal adviser, Alex Kennedy, when
to do their job in ensuring that taxpayers’ interests ard read an article written by her in tigusiness Review Weekly
protected, he said that there is a ceiling. The maximum pric# which she was quite critical of that process. She articulated
that we will pay for the provision of infrastructure from quite well, I thought, the concerns of many businesses about
Motorola will be the price of the New South Wales Govern-the deal that the Premier had done with Motorola. We then
ment contract. | was stunned. | said,'Sorry? Are you sayingaw the matter mentioned in other fine publications, such as
that Motorola promised to provide the hardware at a figuréhe Adelaide Revieyand other publications. These publica-
no more than a contract which it signed with the New SoutHions are three or four years old but, of course, we are now
Wales Government?’ He said, ‘Yes, that's correct. Theseeing the contract come to fruition and the problems starting

Minister said: to arise. . o

The maximum price that we pay is the price by the New South 1hat is @ brief summary of a number of highlights or
Wales Government— lowlights, depending which way you look at it, along the
| then said: Estimates Committee road over that two-week period. My

colleagues did some very good work in exposing a number
of areas of appalling Government waste and over expendi-
o ) ture, highlighted no better than by the work done by the
The Minister then asked whether | was suggesting that thenadow Minister for Education in uncovering some of the

New South Wales Government was not competent in itgery serious and quite painful and disturbing cuts to our
contract tendering. | do not know whether the New Southstate’s education system.

Wales Government—Labor or leel’al, which ever of the two Then’ as | mentioned earlier' the h|gh|y pa|d bureaucrats

Governments it was—negotiated the best deal. within the Education Department, when asked to give their
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: ideas on how to save money, came up with that very silly idea
Mr FOLEY: Of course we should have competition, asto close our schools a week earlier, and saying that by—

the member for Torrens quite rightly points out. We are Mr Scalzi interjecting:

lectured day in and day out, as we have been again today, Mr FOLEY: The good old member for Hartley who, as

about the need to allow competitive forces in a competitivave keep saying, nearly lost this Government office, chirps in.

market. But when it comes to doing deals this Government—understand where the member for Hartley is coming from.
as we saw with the water contract and as we have seen witfou, as a former teacher, might like the idea of having yet
many Government contracts—relies on a nod and a winkanother week of holiday.

This is not criticism necessarily of Motorola. Good luckto  Mr Scalzi interjecting:

it in terms of securing contracts with Governments, as ithas Mr FOLEY: | said ‘you, as a former teacher. As a

been able to, but whether it is Motorola or any otherparent, | would like to see my children in school that week.

company, | get very concerned when Governments give Mr Scalzi interjecting:

contracts without following the proper process, particularly Mr FOLEY: Teachers have more than enough opportuni-

this Government that lectures us on the mistakes of formeties for personal development under the current structure of

Governments, as well as giving us frequent lectures oholiday periods for State schools. Our teachers do not need

competition and the need for it. any more time made available for personal development. |
I know that my colleague the shadow Minister for want the children in my electorate and my own children to get

Emergency Services, the member for Elder, certainly hathe best education possible, and that can happen only when

highlighted these concerns to me. He is the shadow Ministdhey are at school. The teachers’ union at that time was less

responsible for that portfolio and has a particular interest inhan impressed by the Government’s approach on that issue.
ensuring that proper scrutiny of that contract is undertakeit was silly. For the Government to be suggesting that we can
and, as the shadow Treasurer and the shadow Minister feave money—

Information Technology, | am more than happy to assisthim Mr Scalzi interjecting:

where | can to ensure that proper process has been followed. Mr FOLEY: | don't care, because my kids and the bulk

This contract is worth in excess of $150 million: this is notof the kids in my electorate go to public schools. | am talking

a contract for a few Bic biros. This is a major purchase ofonly about public schools. If the private school system thinks

Government—a purchase for which the average househottiat that is the best way to do it, good luck to it. However,

in this State will be levied upwards of $50 to $70. parents have a choice. When it comes to the public system,

That sounds awfully commercially competent. How do we know
that it [that Government] did not pay more than it should have?
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we need to keep our schools open as long as we do and not The member for Unley now enters the Chamber, another
cut back that time. To suggest that would be a retrograde stemember who no doubt will be very concerned about the
As | said, | doubt whether the Deputy Premier or the Premieelectoral redistribution, notwithstanding the submissions of

would have allowed it. both his Party and our Party. If | were the member for Unley,
Mr Meier: Don't private schools have two weeks less| would be a little nervous. | am glad he has walked in,
than public schools at present? because | would like to make a brief comment about the

Mr FOLEY: | doubt that | will ever be Minister for Local Government Act—the wimpish Local Government Act.
Education, but | am happy to answer the member foAs is often the case with this Government when it comes to
Goyder’s question. That may well be the case for the privatéocal government and other areas, the Minister talks tough;
school system but not for the public school system under thike talks the big picture but, when you read the fine print,
Liberal Government or a future Labor Government. Did youthere is not much to it.
like that? That is just a little snippet of what you have to  The suggestions about the Adelaide City Council reform
expect in the next four years. are about as stunning as watching paint dry or as looking at

The budget was a painful budget that hurt average South blank wall. | would only hope that the current Minister
Australians; it particularly targeted motor vehicle owners andshows more guts and backs the member for Colton to do
users. Of course, my colleague the member for Peake wouttlings like taking away from the elite, financially wealthy
be aggrieved on behalf of taxi drivers. However, because aksidents of North Adelaide that injustice of the residential
our somewhat restrictive and narrow tax base in this State, thrate rebate that they enjoy. On many issues, | find myself
reality is that, when we increase tax imposts, they hurt agreeing with the member for Colton. | agree with him on
narrow band of people and they affect a narrow band of taxethat matter as it affects the budget and local government rates,
Of course, when taxes such as payroll taxes are excluded, taed through the local government contribution to the
impost on average families is quite significant. In years t@mergency services levy, as you, Sir, would fully understand.
come, ordinary owners of cars and property will be dealt &eowever, we do not get as much for the emergency services
painful blow by this Government, and that is something llevy, because in the Adelaide City Council area half is given
regret. back to the residents of North Adelaide.

Itis important to say that, as have many members, | have Residents in my electorate and other electorates around
sat through many Liberal budgets, and each of those budgatsir city who pay full tote odds with respect to their rates have
has made clear to me that debt was under control. As tb watch the residents of North Adelaide benefiting from this
mentioned before, during the election campaign a debate withork-barrelling. | listened to a radio interview only the other
the former Treasurer on the issue of State debt and the budg#dy: the member for Colton totally won me over when he
made clear that he believed that the budget was under contrédlked about the history of that rebate—why it had been
that debt was under control and that we were heading intoiatroduced and the fact it was no longer relevant. | do not
surplus. We have had rammed down our throats for three dnow whether the member for Unley is trying to curry favour
four years phrases such as ‘we've turned the corner’, ‘thavith the Minister for Government Enterprises as to whether
light at the end of the tunnel’ and ‘we've broken the back ofor not he is on the ascendancy and will be a future Deputy
debt’. Now for the Government to be telling us that, by effect,Leader or Leader, but really he should bite the bullet when
it was telling us little untruths over the past three or fourit comes to that, to ensure that that money flows properly

years | think says more about this Government— through the budget into the local government levy, which
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: pays for our emergency services.
Mr FOLEY: The member for Mawson says, ‘Wind upthe  Members interjecting:

drivel.” | am just warming up. Mr FOLEY: | noted some reigniting of the long-standing
Mr Scalzi interjecting: friction between the two Ministers.

Mr FOLEY: |know thatthe member for Hartley andthe = The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is nothing about
member for Mawson have little to do these days. They areeigniting of Ministers in the budget.
neither a parliamentary secretary nor a chairman of a commit- Mr FOLEY: There is, Sir, because there is money in the
tee. They just come onto the back bench— budget to revamp offices. | am glad that you reminded me of
Members interjecting: that, Sir, as | wanted to move on to that issue. The cost of
Mr FOLEY: We know that the member for Mawson is junior Ministers has been quite extensive. As we said in the
under enormous pressure because he is facing potentizhbor Party, they were not needed and not the message the
electoral oblivion at the next State election, when the seat dbovernment should be sending. To have these ancillary
Mawson becomes a more marginal seat. We know that thgortfolios tacked on to the nameplates of a few Ministers is
seat of Colton has been written off by the Government, buinmost unfortunate and, as we have seen in the budget, is
that will perhaps not bother the currentincumbent. Certainlygosting us real dollars. The member for Wright, in some good
I would suspect that the member for Mawson is spendingvork in a leaked document she obtained, showed us that the
many a sleepless night waiting for the Electoral Commissioneost to refit the office for the junior Minister for Disability
er to bring down the new boundaries for the seat of MawsorServices was in the order of hundreds of thousands of dollars.
If, as most wise pundits on both the Liberal and Labor side3 hat was quite disappointing.
are predicting, the Willunga Basin and other key Liberal areas The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
are taken out of his electorate and included in the electorate Mr FOLEY: The Minister for Local Government is
of Finniss, we will see the member for Mawson become evemaking his normal inane interjections—on this occasion
more ratty in this Parliament, even more unpredictable andirected to his colleagues behind him and not at me. | was at
even more boisterous as he attempts to put aside his nervadunction last night that he attended (stepping in for the
as we count down to the next State election: he will attempbeputy Premier who, | understand, was not well) and he
to put a bit more bluster into this place and put on a bravelelivered a rather clever speech—no doubt written for him,
face as he counts down to electoral oblivion. but nonetheless a clever speech.
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Members interjecting: Chair has shown an incredible amount of flexibility over the
Mr FOLEY: It is the first time | have seen him at an time the honourable member has been speaking—
official function. | was a little sceptical and thought the ~ Mr FOLEY: Just about 1% hours.
Minister might be a little out of his depth. However, heread The DEPUTY SPEAKER: —and | would ask him to
the speech rather well, and he shows some promise. Maylaither refer to matters in the budget or bring his contribution
when he has been around a little longer and when he growse a close.
up they might make him a real Minister. When the training Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir, and | am glad you have
wheels are taken off the bike they might elevate him to ahown me a lot more tolerance than you have on previous
being a real dinky-di Minister. He has done well: he has goneccasions. Thank you, | appreciate that. Thank you, Sir, for
from parliamentary secretary to junior Minister and maybeyour protection from the member for Goyder. | have to say
one day he will go up the next step to being a real Ministerthat whenever the member for Goyder launches an assault on
| suspect it will be a shadow Minister because by the timeme it does me great damage and my stomach knots up as the
that occurs this Government will have lost office, due in nomember for Goyder launches into a verbal assault on me as
large part to this budget and its measures that have beéw clearly did then. Thank you, Sir, for your protection
designed effectively to hurt ordinary people, people that mypecause there is a no worse and a no more unsettling
colleagues and | were elected to support. We are disappoirgxperience on this side of the Chamber than when the
ed. member for Goyder is in full flight—it just sends shock
As shadow Treasurer and in the tradition of the Labomwaves through all of us.
Party | say, ‘It's your budget—taxation measures are your The Hon. M.K. Brindal: That will read very well in
taxation measures, they are designed to fund your budgdiansardfor the member for Goyder.
You'll have your budget and your taxation increases.” The Mr FOLEY: Absolutely, and publish it throughout
principle of the Labor Party is that we are supportive of theMaitland and theéMaitland Chronicle or whatever, and, if
Government in supply and, equally, if you vote for thethat helps the honourable member get another couple of
appropriation of this budget, it is obvious that you are dutypoints at the next election, | am happy to have obliged. The
bound in the Labor Party to support the measures required tnember for Goyder should remember one infamous Esti-
fund the budget. So, the Government will get its tax increasmates Committee hearing when | think he was the shadow
es. Thatis not necessarily the record of Liberal Governmentslinister for Primary Industries and we did a nice little trick
who from time to time in this place have obstructed Laboron him when it came to the Egg Board. It is just a private joke
Party taxation measures. between the member for Goyder and me. The member for
The Liberal Party certainly obstructed Federal Labor PartyGoyder is not listening, so | will save that for another day. It
taxation measures after the 1993 election. As we have knowie obvious to me that | have canvassed the areas that | want
for many years on many issues, we work on a different set ab. No doubt, members would like to hear more from me. |
principles in the Labor Party than in the Liberal Party, ashave rather enjoyed this opportunity to put my thoughts on
evidenced no more obviously than in the recent election ithe public record in respect of the budget.
Queensland where the Liberal Party gave preferences to One The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
Nation and where the Prime Minister still cannot bring Mr FOLEY: The member for Unley interjects that what
himself to really say how objectionable is One Nation as d have contributed tonight is of little consequence. He may be
Party. He still wants to dance with them— right. I do not come into this Chamber, as he does, and think
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! that people will hang on every word | say and that | am the
Mr FOLEY: —as it relates to the budget. | am happy tofont of all knowledge and wisdom. | cannot quote Shakes-
line that up with the budget. Sir, as you know, the Statepeare or read poetry like he can. | am but a humble member
Electoral Office is funded by the budget and is part offor Port Adelaide and | can only come in here with my
appropriation and clearly is an issue of interest and importlimited vocabulary and knowledge and impart upon members
ance. the little that | know. | have not been the recipient of some of
Mr Brokenshire: Hurry up. the private school education that perhaps the member for
Mr FOLEY: The member for Mawson says that | am Unley has, and so be it. At the end of day, | have said about
wasting time. Sir, you do not waste time in Parliament:all | can—not necessarily all | want but all | can—because |
members have the opportunity to speak for as long as thesuspect that | have probably pushed the limit in terms of your
like. | have the Opposition’s free allocation to speak for asndulgence, Sir.
long as | like and | am happy to keep going, as long as my | thank you and, as | say, the Opposition will be support-
colleagues are captivated by my contribution and aréng this appropriation. We will be supporting, in the main, the
supporting me. As long as members are learning somethingovernment’s taxation measures as they relate to this year's
from what | am offering, | am— financial budget—not necessarily in out years but certainly
Mr Meier interjecting: in this year—and we will be debating those taxation measures
Mr FOLEY: The Liberal Party Whip, the member for in more detail as we progress. As we head into the fifth year
Goyder, has just said that we will not have any Liberalof Liberal Government, this State still has record high

speakers on the budget. unemployment, record youth unemployment, a depressed
Mr Meier: All the speakers are on that side, so you areeconomy and little or no economic growth. It is a State of
taking time away from your own members. despair; a State of quite serious economic problems. The only
Mr FOLEY: No I'm not. hope and vision this Premier offers us is to sell off everything
Mr Meier interjecting: that he can lay his hands on.
Mr FOLEY: Please, Sir, protect me from the member for We did not trust this Premier, but he told us to trust him
Goyder! when it came to the water contract, and that has been an

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that we get abject failure for the State. He now tells us to trust him on the
back to the matters in the Bill relating to the budget. Thesale of ETSA, having only four or six months ago told us to
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trust him that he would not sell it. | think this Government’s department is expected to decline by about 10. That is not
stock of trust is all but gone. The vision of this Governmentmany out of 1 076 workers, but | would have thought that is
is one of ‘no hope’ and members opposite will limp year byone indication that there is less money in the budget. | would
year to the next State election when, no doubt, the electotse interested to follow that up at a later date. | also refer to
and voters of this State will discard this Government into thehe Minister’'s explanation about wage increases. It seems to
waste basket of electoral defeat and re-elect a Labor Goverme that at least part of the anticipated wage increases in the
ment to show vision, courage, discipline and dynamicenvironment and heritage budget will, in fact, come from
leadership which is needed for this State’s economy. | lookvithin the existing resources which will mean a real reduction
forward to being part of that Government as it ensures thah expenditure.
this State has hope and vision, not the dispirited, demoralised, Having made those general comments, | should like to talk
faction-ridden leadership-driven Party that you are. | amabout a number of the issues that were raised in the Estimates
confident that we will elect to this State a decent GovernCommittee procedure. One of them will be of great interest
ment, a Government that is about governing for the people you, Mr Deputy Speaker, as the local member, and | refer
and not about who shall be leader one year and who shall lie the botanic gardens in the Adelaide Hills, and in particular
leader the next. the botanic gardens known as Beechwood. During the
Estimates Committee | asked the Minister about this garden,

Mr HILL (Kaurna): | am pleased to follow that very which comprises 4 hectares and is open to the public on about
intelligent, comprehensive discussion on the State budgetH50 days a year and which costs the Government $100 000 to
am glad that the member for Unley is here, because | lookaintain.
forward to his appropriate quotations during my contribution,  As you know, Sir, the garden is associated with a private
and | am sorry the member for Mawson is not here becausesidence, so for 315 days a year the benefit of that $100 000
| always enjoy contributing when he is in the Chamber. Inis gained exclusively by a private household. | have been told
fact, | thought the member for Mawson was absent todayhy people who work up there that, on various occasions when
because he has been remarkably quiet. the private owners of the property plan to entertain, they

I would like to talk about the process of Estimatestelephone the botanic gardens office and ask for the lawns to
Committees which | have gone through as a member for thee cut so that the garden is in good condition for their private
first time and | guess, in part, to express my dissatisfactiofunctions. | know that botanic gardens staff have tried very
with the process and with the outcomes that the processard to negotiate a better deal but they have been unsuccess-
achieved in terms of trying to understand what is going on irful because of the nature of the contract that has been signed
this State budget. | do not entirely blame the Minister forwith the occupants by the Government.

Environment and Heritage for that lack of information. The |t is a disgrace that $100 000 of public money is being
budget process itself was the opposite to what was explainaghent to maintain an admittedly beautiful nineteenth century
to us in briefings earlier on. It was not a transparent procesgarden, which | have looked over, mostly for private benefit.

it was an incredibly opaque process. The 50 open days a year are concentrated over a couple of

Having listened to the Minister in this Parliament and readshort periods. It is not every Saturday and Sunday: it is
her comments ifansard | am still no wiser as to how much Monday to Sunday with Saturday off, or Monday to Saturday
money is being spent in certain program areas: | do not thinkith Sunday off, over a limited number of weeks of the year.
she is, either, because she said as much to me. There is For most of the year—something like 10 months—the
knowledge about how money is being distributed. There igardens are closed.

a budget of $100 million and we cannot be told, and we are The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Which gardens?

not told, how much is being spent to achieve certain things. Mr HILL: Beechwood gardens in the Adelaide Hills. As

It may be that the budget is developed on an accrual basis, busaid, they are beautiful gardens, but to spend $100 000 a
I know that Government departments still run programs. Thgear, pretty well for the sole benefit of the family who live
department still has a program which looks after the coast; ih the mansion that used to be associated with the gardens, is
still has a program which looks after national parks; it stillnot right. | said to the Minister during the Estimates Commit-
has a program which looks after endangered species. Thetige that she should bite the bullet and do what a number of
are programs, but as we do not know how much money igeports have suggested the Government should do and that is
being put into those programs we cannot tell if the Governsell the gardens and use the money that is spent on their
ment is doing more or doing less in each of those areas. maintenance for other gardens in the Adelaide Hills.

I think it is an absolute disgrace, and certainly by the time  For example, the Wittunga Gardens has had a severe
the next budget comes down, if the Government intendgeduction in expenditure over recent years and, as a result,
keeping accrual accounting, it should add an extra dimensiathat garden, which concentrates on South African plants, has
or layer to the budget so that we can know what is going owery much declined and is no longer the special place that it
in different program areas. was. Government money for botanic gardens has been

An honourable member interjecting: reduced, but in this area it has been maintained pretty well.

Mr HILL: It will be a surprise, yes, indeed. That is my In her reply, the Minister said that she looked forward to
overall comment about it. | am still no clearer about what isbipartisan support, so again | say to her and to the House that
happening in particular program areas. The Minister was abléthe Minister is prepared to bite the bullet | am prepared to
to explain that, despite an apparent reduction in outlays adupport her. Those gardens should be sold. | know that they
some $16 million, in fact there was an increase ofare a vested interest and that a range of people think these
$3.3 million in Government expenditure in the budget. gardens are special and should be kept. That s fine, but if the

I have gone through the figures, and | am not sure that thprivate sector wants to look after them it might make a good
Minister is correct on this. | want to go through it in a little wedding centre, a good hospitality centre, or a good private
more detail at a later stage, but at least one figure intereskmtel.
me. The number of full-time equivalent employees in the Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
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Mr HILL: Itcould be a debutante centre, as the membethe Hills, which is open very infrequently and which is used
for Peake said. It could make a whole range of nice privatalmost exclusively for private benefit, has about $100 000
enterprises. If that is possible, that is a good thing, but ispent on it. That is crazy. | do not blame the former Minister
should not be in public ownership at its current cost. for that, because it was something that he inherited and

My next point concerns national parks. As part of its pre-managed.
budget propaganda, the Government highlighted the fact that During the Estimates Committee, the Minister admitted
it was planning to spend $30 million on capital worksthat she was planning to break a promise contained in the
infrastructure in national parks. That is a good thing, and we.iberal Party’s environment policy. | am sure that you, Sir,
all like to see money spent in national parks. However, thas the former Minister had something to do with the creation
point is that the greatest part of that money is to developf this policy to formulate the Greater Mount Lofty Ranges
tourism facilities in national parks. | am not opposed toPark in the Adelaide Hills. | asked the Minister what stage
tourist facilities being provided in national parks, but it is athat proposal had reached, and | got a lot of words. | said,
bit rich for the Government to suggest that this is an increas&Vill you declare this a park in the coming year?’ After some
in expenditure on the environment, because it clearly is nomore words, she said, ‘No’. | said, ‘Does that mean ever or
Itis expenditure that is aimed to make national parks more—ust this year?’ and she said, ‘Ever’. | said, ‘That's a broken

Mr Lewis: Accessible. promise.’

Mr HILL: | thank the member for Hammond for the  This was a commitment, because the Conservation
interjection. It is a good thing to make the parks moreCouncil, the Democrats and other people interested in the
accessible, and we should all support that. However, thenvironment had been pushing for this for some time. The
money should have been in the tourism budget and, if it hatbrmer Minister of the current Government promised this in
been, it would have shown that the environment budget hatthe election manifesto. No doubt that did garner some votes
had limited resources placed in it. for the Liberal Party, but now that the Liberal Party is in

A range of things need to be done in our national parksoffice it has dropped that promise and there will be no park
During the Estimates, | asked the Minister to take on noticexcross the Adelaide Hills. | think that is a shame. It was a
a question as to whether she could detail to the House thgpod idea, and it should have happened. If we could swap the
amount of money that was spent on the over 300 parks ancurrent Minister for the former Minister who knew something
reserves controlled by the State. | was surprised to learn thabout what he was doing in that area, | am sure that commit-
there is no budget for each of these parks. | could not get anypent would have been kept.
information out of the Minister on what is spent on a  During the Estimates Committee the Minister advised the
particular park. | mentioned a number of parks, in particularHouse that the EPA was to be given more resources to
the Onkaparinga Park, which is partly in my electorate, andmprove its powers of enforcement. That is something for
| asked her how much money— which the Opposition and | have called in the past and which

Mr Lewis interjecting: is long overdue. As we all know, the EPA has not conducted

Mr HILL: Only part, butitis the most beautiful part. Of one successful prosecution since it came into existence. |
course, part of the Onkaparinga Park is in the member fathink that part of the problem was that it had no adequate
Mawson'’s electorate. | asked the Minister how much monegnforcement agency, no-one to go out and get the evidence
is spent each year on that park and what is the budget for thand pursue the prosecutions. According to the Minister it now
year. There is no answer. We now talk about outcomes, arntths that agency, and | will look forward with great interest to
these outcomes are spread across a range of parks. So, hese whether, in a year, it has more runs on the board than it
members of Parliament and members of the public can findurrently has. So, we will have to give them the benefit of the
outwhat is going on in the State’s parks is beyond me. | willdoubt at this stage.
refer this matter to the Auditor-General because | think we Another issue which | thought was of interest during the
should know how much is spent on individual parks. WhatEstimates and which shows that the Minister for the Environ-
sort of a management system do we have if money is spentent really is not in charge of her portfolio and does not
in an ad hocand random way according to the whim of understand what is going on was when | asked her about the
whoever is in charge? proposal of the Federal Government to use South Australia

One point that | wanted to make if | could obtain the as a repository for uranium waste. | asked the Minister a
information was that | believe that much less than $100 00@ange of questions about that, and she did not seem to know
ayear is spent on maintaining the Onkaparinga Park. | do n@t great deal about it. In fact, when | asked her whether the
know the exact number of hectares of this park, but it is é&tate Government had a policy against South Australia
substantial park. becoming the uranium dump site, she said that it did not. |

Mr Lewis interjecting: thought that was an amazing admission—that this Govern-

Mr HILL: |thank the member for Hammond. That's very ment has no policy in relation to the Federal Government
nice. The Onkaparinga Park is a substantial urban park. It idumping uranium in this State. She thought that the best we
used by many people in the southern suburbs and, of courssuld do was to put in some kind of response to an EIS, but
right across the metropolitan area. Itis open to visitors all thehe did not know whether an EIS was in train, either.
time, anyone can go there, but less than $100 000 a year i&ranium mining and the uranium industry are important to
spent on it, whereas the Botanic Gardens in the Hills, whiclSouth Australia, but | do not believe that there are too many
has fewer than 5 000 visitors a year and is open for only5outh Australians who want us to become the Australian base
50 days, has about $100 000 spent on it. So, that is a vefgr uranium dumping—nor would they want the next
poor comparison. extension, which would be an international base for uranium

Mr Clarke: Is that in the electorate of Heysen? dumping. But when the Minister—

Mr HILL: It is in the electorate of Heysen. By way of  Members interjecting:
comparison, a large public asset such as the Onkaparinga Mr HILL: The member for Hammond might like that.
Park receives less than $100 000 but the Botanic Gardens And, as the honourable member behind me says, Burnside
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might be somewhere that she might like to consider. Howthe money. In fact, the Government put in $125 000 to
ever, | believe that most South Australians would not like toemploy somebody to raise money, and after a year they have
see uranium being dumped in this State. There is a wholmanaged to get $60 000 in donations. Even the Minister
range of issues and concerns to do with the transportation edmitted that this was not a great success.
uranium—for example, what would it do to our tourismand  Mr Clarke: Did she blame the former Minister?
our pastoral industries? When | asked the Minister aboutit, MrHILL: No, she didn't; she was very honourable in
she was very vague: she did not know, and she said that thieat. Finally, | bring to the attention of the House that over
Government did not have a policy. | would like to know the course of this year the Federal Government plans to
whether the Premier has had a think about this issue sinceiiitroduce a range of omnibus Bills relating to the environ-
has been raised. Will he inform us whether the Governmentent, biodiversity, ocean management, and so on. We expect
of South Australia has a policy on this very important issuethat as part of this process a lot of the Commonwealth’s
for people in this State? current responsibilities will be passed to the State. So, that
One of the other issues | raised with the Minister was inwill mean that the State will be responsible for funding a lot
relation to marine policy. This is the Year of the Ocean, andf these current funding initiatives.
last year, in the lead-up to the Year of the Ocean, there was
a lot of work done, | gather, in the department about the Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): It is always good to
establishment of a marine policy, and at some stage this yelisten to the member for Kaurna, because when he is speaking
a marine policy was promised. | asked the Minister where iabout the environment he knows what he is talking about and
was. It is now half way through this year, and we still do nothe knows his brief—unlike the Minister. Generally, you get
have a marine policy. The fact is that the department has patlot better answers from the member for Kaurna than you do
up a reasonable marine policy, but the Minister cannot get iirom the Minister. |, too, want to refer to the Estimates
through the Cabinet. process. Being a new member of the House, | was not quite
An honourable member interjecting: sure of the Estimates process. | thought that the Estimates
Mr HILL: She may not be as successful as the formewould provide the Opposition with a legitimate opportunity
Minister. The reason why it cannot get through the Cabineto ask the Government real questions about its budget.
is that the members of the Cabinet do not want to do anyHowever, during my time on the Estimates Committee—and
thing. It wants to have a marine policy which includes lots ofl see the member for Coles is laughing and giggling about
nice pictures (a bit like its parks agenda) and nice words butt—I found that the Minister for Transport simply wanted to
when it comes down to it, it does not want to do anythingfilibuster. The Minister began by reading out long, boring
because it is afraid of taking on some of the vested intereststatements that someone else had written for her. | found it
One of the vested interests that it is particularly concerneslery counterproductive, because when it comes to the budget
about is the fishing industry, because one of the things thdlhe people of South Australia deserve the facts; they deserve
any decent marine policy would include is the introductionto know what is going on.
of marine protected areas. When the Labor Party introduced When we did get a chance to ask a few questions, which
its marine policy earlier this year it advocated an increase imas surprising when one considers that the Member for Stuart
MPAs. | know that the fishing industry has concerns abouwas Chair of the Committee, we were constantly given short
it, because | have talked to representatives. | believe that theinswers, or the Minister did not know the answer. When |
concerns can be talked through, but | believe that the Ministeasked the Minister to take some action in respect of the
is finding it difficult to get through to her Cabinet colleaguesBakewell Bridge, it took a while, but she did do something.
because they do not want a marine policy which has an{am the first to congratulate her on that. | have said so in the
teeth. If it has no teeth, you may as well not have a marinéocal Messenger, and the member for Colton would have seen
policy. | believe that is what will happen: we will not have a that. | was the first to congratulate the Minister for Transport,
marine policy in the Year of the Ocean or, if we do, it will be even though two people died before she took the appropriate
a very much watered down policy. action. | am not one to make the Bakewell Bridge and
| referred the Minister to a question on notice in relationfatalities a political issue, because that sort of behaviour is
to deposit legislation, and whether or not she was planningisgraceful. | am glad that we are finally getting a new
to extend that deposit legislation to containers other than theridge.
current soft drink containers—for example, would itapplyto | asked the Minister a series of what | thought were
soft drinks, fruit juices, milk drinks, cider and a number of straightforward and simple questions, but the Minister did not
other things which are currently excluded from it. She seemekinow the answers. For example, in relation to the breakdown
to be saying that, unless a particular target of a 25 per cewf asset sales, | asked the Minister, ‘What are included in
reduction in the waste from those areas was achieved inthese asset sales?’ The Minister replied by saying, ‘I can't tell
year or so, she would be introducing deposit legislation. Thagou. When | asked, ‘Are you planning to do this, Minister?’
is a very brave statement by this Minister. | would like to she replied, ‘I can’t tell you.” When | asked the Minister
know whether she will get that through her Cabinet, becausabout her meeting with SATA, Adelaide Independent Taxis
when it has been attempted in the past it has hit somand other taxi companies and about the increase in compul-
difficulties. So, that is something | will keep an eye on in sory third party premiums, | found that she did not bother to
relation to this Minister. If she has not achieved her target iriurn up to these meetings. When questioned in the Estimates
a year, will she introduce deposit legislation? about it, I think she told me an untruth. | could not believe it.
Mr Koutsantonis: Will she be the Minister in ayear?  To my face, a politician told me an untruth! | was shocked!
Mr HILL: That's right. The other fascinating thingisthe | can see why the people of Queensland are turning to
koala fund and the sterilisation of koalas on Kangaroo IslandRarties such as One Nation, because they are sick and tired
a policy that we certainly supported. But, as part of the dealpf politicians not giving us the facts, talking in political speak
the Government established a process to get the publand not giving straight answers. | asked the Minister, who
interested in this birth control system and it attempted to raiselaims to be on top of her brief, whether or not the Treasurer,
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who is not the Minister responsible for Transport, had told the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake has the
taxi industry that it should just pass on the higher third partycall.
premium to the consumer in the form of a taxi fare increase. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you for your protection,
The Minister told me that was untrue, that the Treasurer didir Speaker. | thought that | could ask some genuine ques-
not say that. Surprise, surprise, 10 minutes later when thigons during the Estimates and get some genuine responses
Treasurer was being questioned in Estimates Committee fxom the Minister. | found it frustrating to think that, even in
his answer was, ‘That’s right; | did tell them to pass on theEstimates, it became a political game—in fact, it was just like
increase. Question Time. There were some legitimate questions: |
asked the Minister for Police whether or not the Henley
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] Beach Police Station, located in the member for Colton’s
electorate and which covers most of my electorate of Peake,
was to be closed. The Minister said, ‘No, it will not be closed
or relocated.” However, when | asked whether the Henley
Beach Police Station was listed under proposed asset sales in
. N . . _the budget, the Minister did not know, saying that it might be;
timlzecewed from the Legislative Council and read a f'rStl found that we were not getting fair answers. The Minister
' could have said, ‘Mr Koutsantonis, there are real problems
IRRIGATION (DISSOLUTION OF TRUSTS) with law enforcement in Henley Beach. .
AMENDMENT BILL We have to look at a new and different way of enfprcmg
law in those suburbs; we need a new way of patrolling our

ROAD TRAFFIC (MISCELLANEOUS)
AMENDMENT BILL

ment. is what we are going to do.’ Instead, we are having a series
of cover-ups. We have the Government dodging and weaving

APPROPRIATION BILL issues. Certainly, we have the Government hiding the asset

sales in the Estimates Committees because, with accrual

Debate resumed. accounting, not every asset is listed individually and members

need a breakdown from the Minister. | found, as obviously

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): As | said before the members on this side have who care about their electorates
break, it was my first Estimates Committee as a member, anghd about how money is spent in their electorates also found,
I was quite disappointed by the filibustering of the Govern+hat it is difficult, unless we have specific questions about a
ment. Apart from those of the member for Waite, most of thespecific location or clause in the budget, to get information.
questions during the Estimates Committee | was on werghdeed, some budget papers did not have page numbers, so
inane and basically dorothy dixers, asking the Ministefwe could not refer to specific pages.
rhetorical questions, which she would then answer from a | do not believe that was a deliberate attempt by the
prepared statement. It was often counter-productive and @overnment to frustrate the Opposition: it was just poor
waste of the Estimates Committee’s time. | would havegovernment and poor accountability, and the people of South
thought that no Government is afraid of accountability, andAustralia deserve better than that. They deserve a Parliament
of being transparent. From the member for Kaurna's remark@here, whichever political Party is in Opposition, members
earlier, he found Estimates to be quite opaque, and | agregave a right to question the budget fairly and accurately, and
with him. members opposite would not disagree with that assessment.

The Government should have nothing to fear from  Asto my questioning of the Minister for Transport and
Estimates. We should have an open and honest systegrban Planning (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) about the increases in
whereby members can ask real questions about the budgebmpulsory third party premiums (CTP) imposed on taxi
Not every question we ask is about scoring political points obwners, before the Estimates Committee and the presentation
about trying to undermine or embarrass the Governmentf the budget, she refused to meet or consult with the taxi
some of these concerns are genuine. In fact, | would say thgidustry and had claimed that she had never met with the

our questions all show genuine concerns. industry about CTP increases or indeed discussed any
An honourable member interjecting: increases. However, in my talks with the South Australian
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am. Taxi Association (SATA) it indicated that the Minister had
An honourable member interjecting: been claiming for some time that there would be an increase

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Absolutely. In 3%z years, when of 50 per cent or 60 per cent in CTP. The taxi industry said,
Mike Rann is Premier and Annette Hurley is Deputy Premier;We are prepared to accept this, as long as it is introduced
I will make sure that if | am on an Estimates Committee | will fairly, that is, over two or three years, perhaps 25 per cent or
not ask inane dorothy dixers of our Ministers. | will make 30 per cent at a time.’
sure that | ask probing questions, just like the Opposition, The Minister claimed never to have discussed this with
delving deep into Ministers’ portfolios, making sure that theySATA, but the fact is that she did so, and | have minutes to
are kept accountable to this Parliament. After all, that is ouprove it. Secondly, the Minister denied claims that the
job: to make sure that the Crown and Ministers are accountfreasurer had told the taxi industry simply to pass on CTP
able to this House. increases to consumers. | understood his argument to be that,

An honourable member: Your job is to order the scones. because we are increasing bus tickets by 7 per cent, if taxi

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Very clever. | have been here six fares are increased at the same rate, there will be no loss in
months and | am a backbencher: the honourable membeatronage. If South Australia was a booming economy under
opposite has been here about 27 years and is still a bacreat leadership, with spending, retail sales and capital
bencher. investment up, we could justify an increase in public transport

Members interjecting: fares because of the greater use and demand.
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However, the fact is that in South Australia there is notment of Transport, the Land Management Corporation and
greater use of or demand for our public transport, and thosne Department of Industry and Trade. He claims in his talks
users are being slugged the highest. The poor old taxiith the Acting Mayor, Mr Reece Jennings, that he wants to
industry, having had an increase forced on it earlier andeal with the airportin a new way, break ground and involve
having to raise the flagfall to about $4, has already found all the stakeholders. He wants to have—
slump in its trade, especially during the day, because many An honourable member interjecting:

people, especially pensioners who travel by taxi to shopping gy KOUTSANTONIS: A former member of the Labor

centres to do their shopping, are not d.oing.that to buy theiﬁ’arty; did you know that? You know whom | am talking
groceries. Pensioners cannot afford their taxi fare. Previouslyp .
the fare would cost $3 or $4 but it is now $7 or $8, nearly a Members interjecting:
100 per cent increase. )

Many people cannot afford that on top of the price of their M KOUTSANTONIS: Absolutely! Apparently Unley

groceries, but this Government shows so much compassiof, SWelling up as we speak; everybody is looking for preselec-

saying, ‘We are not interested in the increase in CTP on farelON: | réturn to the Minister's Adelaide Airport Working
arty, which I might say the members for Morphett, Colton,

All we want you to do is pass the cost on to the consumer. dih b invited to ioin. But the Mini
If such costs are passed on to consumers, it goes through fftnSOn and | have not been invited to join. But the Minister
sees fit to be on the board himself, and he states that—

pensioners who are being hit twice— '

Mrs Geraghty: Plus all the other increases. An honourable member: Keep going.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: —as the member for Torrens Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | will keep going. | understand
points out, as well as all the other increases. That is just ori@at you want to change the name of Victoria Square; what
example of how harsh this budget has been. We can look #till you change it to? Reece Jennings states that the Minister
the thinly-veiled excuses that the Government has fofor Local Government is canvassing the idea of renaming a
increasing taxes and charges in the budget. The Labor Paregrtain road, and that a recent discussion in strict confidence
will support the Government’s taxing measures because theyas raised with an excellent reception. The Minister will
are tied in with the budget, and on this side we have gersonally take it up with the Premier. The Minister, inciden-
principle of supporting the Government'’s taxing rights in thetally, wants Victoria Square renamed because he thinks it
budget. merely advertises our neighbouring State. What will you call

After all, the Government was elected on 11 October, anét? This is another leaked document! | wonder what the
it has a right to charge taxes as it sees fit in relation to itMinister will call Victoria Square—perhaps Brindal Place,
budget, and we will not be opposing that. However, | doOlsen Square, Brown’s Revenge or the Peter Lewis Memorial
guestion the merit of some of the taxes that the Governmer@tatue. | should be interested to know what he would rename
has introduced. | am pleased that the member for Unley haéctoria Square.
decided to walk into the Chamber after dinner, and | hope he An honourable member: Koutsantonis Corner.
is in a better state than the former President of the New South \jr KOUTSANTONIS: | like that one; it has a nice ring
Wales Legislative Council. The member for Mawson, whoyg it
could not give a stick about the western suburbs, has just apn honourable member interjecting:
walked back into the Chamber. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: K looki di

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: r N1S: Keeps you fooking good:

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He says, ‘That's right!’ | will be The Hon. M.K. Brln_dal: You so_unql remarkably jealous
letting all my constituents know, especially those who visitthat we are actually doing something in the western suburbs.
the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium and about whom the honour- Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The Minister says | am remark-
able member says he cares so much. He does not give a stighly surprised that the Government is actually doing some-
about the western suburbs, as he has said, but of course #éng in the western suburbs. It took me from December 1997
will find some excuse. until now to convince the Minister for Transport and Urban

Mr Brokenshire: I'm only interested in the south. Planning to put railings along the Bakewell Bridge—and |

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He is interested only in the commend her for that. And, on the front page of the Messen-
south, and the Minister for Local Government has said tha@er newspaper, | was the first person to congratulate the
he has visited the western suburbs only once. In relation t&overnment for doing that, because it was well overdue. | did
the budget— not take a swipe at the Minister for waiting so long: | said

Mr Brokenshire: Where are the western suburbs? only that it was unfortunate that two people had to die before

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Do you remember when you Something was done, but | was very pleased that something
flew to Hawaii to investigate beaches? Do you remember tha¥as done. | applaud the Minister, as | applaud the Minister
big thing called an aeroplane that took off—do you remembefor Local Government for taking an interest in Adelaide
that place? It is there. Do you remember that place? | am sudrport. He is showing a little bit of leadership on this issue,

you do. which is not something that the Liberal Party rewards, other
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: than its Leader because, obviously, people start counting
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will numbers. Mr Speaker, that aspect of your political Party
stop interjecting. amazes me: as soon as a new Premier is elected, you start
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Further to the transportissue, | trying to knock him off. Of course, the member for—
understand— The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir.
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: The honourable member referred to ‘your’ political Party, Sir.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, trust you to notice. I note | do not believe that the Speaker in this House has any
that the junior Minister for Local Government has set up goolitical Party: the Speaker is an impartial office and he
committee, the Adelaide Airport Working Party, comprising should not be referred to as being a member of a political
the City of Adelaide, the City of West Torrens, the Depart-Party.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair does not uphold the point of that the organisation set up by State and Federal Labor
order. However, there is a tradition dating back to 1377 infGovernments, when there was a majority of Labor Govern-

this area, and | ask all members to observe it. ments in this country, called the Constitutional Centenary
An honourable member: You're a bit young to remem- Foundation, of which | was a foundation member, does not
ber. even mention the word ‘Federation’. To my mind that is sad,

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That is right: | am a bit young because there is an underlying fear in the minds of those who
to remember what happened in 1377. Sir, you have been@moposed its establishment that the mention of the word
very independent Chair and a stranger in the gallery woultFederation’ might give people cause to try to understand
not have noticed your political affiliations. You have beenwhy Australia, as a society, chose to form a Federal system
very wise in your rulings, unlike some others. King Solomonof Government.
could not have shown more wisdom. Unlike members Over the past 20 years or so there has been an increasing
opposite, Opposition members remain loyal to their Leadersamount of chatter about the system of Government that we

I hear the member for Unley laughing. have in this country and the nonsense that we are over
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Tell John Bannon that. Tell Don governed, meaning that we have too many elected representa-
Dunstan that. tives. What people are really saying when they as individual
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Tell Dean Brown that. | come citizens say we are over governed is that we have too many
back to the budget. regulations governing what we can and cannot do, and where
Members interjecting: we may go to get information or redress for our grievances.
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections They are not talking about whether there are too many levels
on my right. of government and too many elected representatives, and we

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | come back to the budget. | do not do too badly in that respect when we compare
found the Estimates program to be very frustrating. | foundurselves with other successful societies in modern times.
that the Government was not prepared to give honest answers Turning to the Estimates Committees, they are clearly not
to honest questions, although the Minister for Police, thevorking for two reasons. That rapidly became obvious in the
member for Davenport (Hon. lain Evans), was quite forth-early 1980s when in 1981 the first budget was introduced and
right in his answers. He obviously knew his brief. | did not there were Estimates Committees to examine that budget
attend the session with the Minister for Local Governmentather than the line by line approach to the Bill which

but | am sure that he was on top of his brief. prevailed when | first arrived here and which was the
Mr Snelling interjecting: traditional approach, because the Bill is a proposal to make
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Was he good? a law which appropriates funds, by authorising both taxation
Mr Snelling: No, hopeless. and the expenditure of the money raised through that taxation

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | was not there; | cannot pass 0On various programs. You cannot examine it line by line and
judgment. | attended a session with the Minister for Transpor@et any sense out of it.
and | must say that she was absolutely disgraceful. For a |agreed with the Tonkin proposition, and I said this in the
person who has been in the Legislative Council for such &&marks | made prior to the budget being referred to the
long period and to not be on top of her brief | found disgrace Estimates Committees. Itis necessary to have the Committee
ful. For the Minister to take questions on notice so often angrocedure that we have. What the member for Peake spoke
to make such longwinded, Dorothy Dix answers to questiongbout as being afilibuster, as he has observed itin the course
to avoid any probing questions | found not only undemocrati®f this budget consideration in the Estimates Committees, is
but very frustrating. | hope that when the Labor Party is innothing compared with the procedure that used to be
Government in 3% years and the new member for Mawsorfpllowed. It cannot be compared with the kind of nonsense

whomever that might be— that went on during the 1970s. Ministers of the Government
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time rapidly learned that the way to avoid controversy and inane
has expired. political comment from journalists who did not know much

about the institution of Parliament or, for that matter, the

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): My remarks tonight will focus consequences for the society it governed through this process
attention not only upon the Parliament itself and the procesand who looked for opportunities to write about where a
by which the budget estimates of the Government arenember scored a point off a Minister, or where a Minister
examined through the Estimates Committees but also thieicked a member in preventing the member from scoring a
manner in which the Parliament derives money for its owrpoint—
use; the authority it has but does not exercise in this respect; Mr Hanna interjecting:
and the agencies within the Parliament that are here to serve Mr LEWIS: It was, and it has become more so in that
the needs of members who are here to represent the constitespect. We as members of this House abuse the institution
ents within their electorates—whether or not they voted foiof Parliament and the trust which people put in us by
them, that is their duty. allowing ourselves to be seduced into thinking that that is our

| then wish to make some remarks about the two Housemole: it is not. Our better role—indeed, with the Minister’s
and the way in which they are currently structured anccooperation in these matters—as a House of this institution,
financed, since there is no other opportunity in the course dhis Parliament, would be to refer members’ questions where
any parliamentary year to debate such matters as the structdteey are more appropriately answered by members of the
and function of the Parliament and the two Houses of whiclbureaucracy to those members of the bureaucracy who
itis comprised than in the budget estimates reply and, in thprepared the budget proposition. Wherever it is not a matter
process of doing that, to look also at how standing commitef policy but a matter of administrative procedure, it ought
tees might better function. not to be tackled by the Minister and the Minister ought not

I then want to make some remarks about reform of theo feel threatened by what a journalist might say in referring
Federation as we see it almost 100 years on. It is interesting—quite properly—to the senior members of the bureaucracy
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sitting with the Minister, allowing that bureaucrat to answerParliament as a recommendation of the Speaker in this place,
and be accountable for the administrative process involvedh the first instance, as to what is considered to be appropri-
I could regale the House with a few instances—indeed, ate, and those appropriations ought to be determined by a
could take up quite a lot of time doing that—but the best oneStanding Committee of the Parliament.
I can think of was when the member for Bright, the present We have one right now called the Joint Parliamentary
Minister for Administrative Services, whilst a backbencherServices Committee. It ought not only to look after the
not long elected to this place, caught out a bureaucrat whidansard the Library and the other services provided within
was not a sworn member of the Police Force answerinthis building, to make this building function and the two
questions put to the Minister and from the Minister to theHouses of Parliament in it function successfully and effec-
bureaucrat as to what was going on within the Policdively, and provide the members with support, but also be
Department in terms of administrative procedures. He caugtixtended, with the electorate offices also coming under the
him out by pointing to the instance where in two consecutivecontrol of that committee.
years the same question was asked and precisely the sameThe people who currently work in the Public Service could
answer was given by the police bureaucrat to that questiosimply be transferred over into the Parliament itself where,
To my mind, that really meant that the bureaucracy thoughtnce the funds are appropriated to the budget of the Joint
that we were idiots. They might well get away with that.  Parliamentary Service Committee, by a resolution of this

Mr Brokenshire: They might be right! House on your recommendation from that committee,

Mr LEWIS: The honourable member for Mawson saysMr Speaker, and passed by the other House, it should then,
‘They might be right.’ and only then, be constitutionally possible for the

Mr Brokenshire: In some cases. Government to introduce the budget itself for its appropri-

Mr LEWIS: In some cases, indeed, | have to agree withations for all other matters. It would not cost the State any
him. We have been idiots in that we have allowed themore whatsoever, and it would ensure there was no political
bureaucracy to pull the wool over our eyes and seniomterference from the Government of the day in the role,
bureaucrats have often left the Minister to ramble or filibustefunction and operations of the Parliament, because the
or promise to give a report or something on a matter whictGovernment of the day would still have its numbers on the
does notrequire a report because they, as senior bureaucrdlsor of the House to determine whether or not the
have not understood what is going on in their own departeommittee’s recommendations were to be adopted. But it
ments. So, there is not sufficient measure of accountabilitywould not have the administrative prerogative to determine
within the bureaucracy as to what is happening within thevhether or not to victimise one or more members or a group
divisions and the branches of those divisions within theof members, wittingly or unwittingly, in the way in which the
departments. money they get is provided.

What we have done this year by reducing the number of | believe now that the Library in this place is a ruddy
Cabinet Ministers to 10, from 13, and thereby only having terdisgrace, and it is not because of anything that the Librarian
Estimates Committees consideration—five A and five B—ior the staff have done. In fact, they do as much as is possible
reduce the amount of time available and increase the level afithin the limited resources at their disposal. If we as
knowledge that is required of the bureaucrats as to thenembers of Parliament are to be effective in the way in
administrative processes and the policies which drive thenwhich we obtain and then can provide information to the
and make it more difficult for us as a Parliament to get theelements within our respective constituencies who need that
information from that bureaucracy and the Minister. information or who want us to be better informed about

There are two parts to the examination. If | did not makeaspects of it, whatever the matter may be, then the Library
it clear earlier, let me make it clear now. The first is to makeneeds to be a place which does what other parliamentary
sure the Minister understands the policies they are pursuin@raries do. That is, they should not only clip the printed
and what they cost, and that they are accountable for thoseedia of the articles relevant to our interests—and we have
policies. Policies are what we use to guide us where good press clipping service—but they need to clip the electronic
science cannot. The second part is to make sure that tmeedia in the same way, and | wonder whether members
manner in which the department is administered is properlynderstand that.
accounted, and is understood by the people who are put there Indeed, at present | guess the Government for its own
to supervise it, and to make sure that policy decisions arpurposes, and maybe the Leader of the Opposition within the
properly executed within that administrative framework. Itglobal allowance provided to the Leader’s office, have within
is the duty of the department to give its Minister advice on a&heir respective control hundreds of thousands of dollars, if
policy, but ultimately it is the Minister’s responsibility to not more than a million dollars, of salaries and overhead
determine whether or not to accept that advice and, onosts, as well as equipment monitoring and extracting
accepting the advice, they accept the responsibility for it, anthformation from the electronic media, whether that is radio
that is about policy; it is not about administration. Much of broadcasts or television broadcasts or radio narrow-casts; it
the money that we appropriate is for administrative purposesloesn’t matter, that is happening. It ought to be available

Having said that, | believe that it is inappropriate for aequally, jointly and severally, to all members of Parliament
Minister of the Crown to be held responsible for the expendiwithout fear or favour, and without censorship, and it ought
ture of the Parliament. Parliament is sovereign and it shoultb be driven by the committee of the Parliament called the
not have its appropriations allocated to it at the discretion ofoint Parliamentary Service Committee, to ensure that all
a Minister. For years in South Australia the Minister in thismembers have equal access to it from the Library.
regard has been the Premier. What we find then is that a All electorate offices, and the allowances that members are
Government Minister has control of the budget of thegiven should go through that committee rather than through
Parliament, which is wrong. The control of the budget of theany department, and the committee itself would then be
Parliament ought to be in the hands of the Parliament itselinaking decisions about it. | happen to believe that all
and a measure to that extent ought to be placed before tmeembers ought to be responsible for reporting how they
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spend their electorate allowances, which should include Clearly, we do need a goods and services tax and a
sufficient funds to meet the rental costs and all other associgpercentage of it that can be set at a discretionary level by the
ed overheads in running their electorate offices. They shoulohdividual States would then determine—whether or not they
have to submit, at the end of 12 months in each case, withiattracted capital to the State to create jobs or whether they
eight weeks of the conclusion of the financial year a financiahttracted labour—how they decided to structure their law and,
statement on the way in which they used the funds that wenehat is more, structure the expenditure of the revenue they
allocated to them, done within the framework of the law. Ifderived; and so we would then have a good model for
they cannot do that, if any individual member cannot do thatompetitive Federalism. On that note then, it would enable
and arrange for it to be done within the framework of theeach State to compete with the others. It would enable us to
administration of their electorate offices, they ought not to bereate a society in which the State that got it right would
here. If they cannot do it for their own office they certainly attract the interest and attention of investors and people who
cannot do it for the people they seek to govern or on whoseanted to work to get the benefits from it.

behalf they might otherwise be a part of Her Majesty’s loyal Let me now draw attention to what | consider to be an
Opposition, putting an alternative view of how governmentoutrageously incompetent arrangement that has come into
might be conducted for the benefit of our society. Altogetherexistence as a result of the Federal system of Government,
that plus the budgets of Standing Committees of thdailing to operate through the bureaucracies; that is, the
Parliament ought to be run, not by the Houses of the ParliaAustralian Southern Railroad. Our State’s railway enterprise
ment, but by the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee. Thisas transferred to the Federal Government and now it has
would ensure that there is no jealousy or difficulty betweercome back in the form of a privatised railway service, the
either of the Houses themselves. If that is done, then thAustralian Southern Railroad, which will charge people in the
budget committees can get on with the job of examining whalallee to have the crossings within their farms to get their
the Government is doing. farm implements across the railway line, from one side to the

At present Estimates Committees are not working in thether, a licence fee on an annual basis, for goodness sake, in
form in which they have been established. Discussion abowrder to maintain that crossing. That is revenue raising, but
the possibility of including members of the Upper House isl think it is blood money and, in my judgment, it is wicked.
silly because that means that you actually are doing whatlt was stupid of the bureaucrats—and | cannot understand
feared might be in the minds of some members, wittingly andvhy the Ministers ever allowed it to be overlooked when the
consciously, or otherwise; namely, we will blur the differ- contract was first written and signed.
ences between the roles and functions of the two Houses to The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time
such an extent that the two Houses are not seen to be relevérds expired.
or necessary.

What that clearly means is that what was intended to be Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Itis always a pleasure to follow the
the benefit of the two Houses is lost to the society that weénember for Hammond and also the member for Peake who
govern through this bicameral system. That would be verjiave both made very erudite contributions and, in particular,
sad indeed. | do not think that ought to happen. But if itis tol will come back to the contribution of the member for
happen we ought to have a full-on debate about it and wklammond.
ought to clearly discover in history, as well as then determine Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
in our own minds, why we believe in a bicameral Parliament Mr WRIGHT: | notice already that the member for
and what roles we see for each of the separate Houses and tlawson cannot help himself: he has to pipe up. | know he
members of them, and, if we do not believe in a bicameradlso is a very strong supporter of the member for
Parliament, what benefits we believe we would get from dHammond—and one can hardly wonder why. | was starting
unicameral Parliament. We should also consider what th® wonder whether we were going to have any contributions
disadvantages of each model would be. So we do a swat all from the Government side. | was particularly pleased
analysis of each of the models of the Parliament—bicamerdb hear from the member for Hammond, and he made a
or unicameral, strengths, weaknesses, opportunities amdimber of very pertinent points to which | shall return. Once
threats—in the interests of society, and not done on partisaagain it highlights that this budget is a very grubby budget.
lines. Parliament does not exist for the benefit of politicalThis budget stands condemned and it is little wonder and no
parties. It exists to provide good government of society.  surprise to any of us on this side of the House that Govern-

That brings me to the final matters to which | wish to drawment members, including Government Ministers, do not want
the House’s attention; namely, the source of the revenue th&n speak in defence of it. For the past few weeks there has
we have to run Government in the State of South Australidoeen story after story and exposure and more exposure of
and the institution of Parliament that makes the laws for thasome of the grubbiness with regard to this budget. It has now
Government. That revenue does not come so much from Stateen well and truly exposed that this $150 million black hole
taxes but, more particularly, from charges, and more partictabout which the Premier and Treasurer spoke at the time of
larly still, from funds obtained and granted to the State by theéhe release of the budget has been blown out of the water
Commonwealth. Increasingly that revenue is tied to specificompletely.
programs. That means that the State administrations do not No longer does the Premier talk about the $150 million
have the prerogative right to determine how to best expenldlack hole. Today, we hear him talk about the extra PAYE
that money in the interests of the people in the State for whickaxation that individuals will have to pay if, in fact, the ETSA
they have a responsibility. It is my judgment that not only dolegislation is not passed through the Parliament. We have
we need to reform that matter—that is, the relationshiggone from the $150 million black hole to another argument
between the States and the Federal Government—but in tladtogether but, of course, that will be brought up in other
process of so doing we need to reform the taxation measuregbates.
and the manner in which the revenue derived from that [|think members on both sides of the House genuinely are
system of taxing is to be distributed within the community. receptive to and in favour of the new system of accrual
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accounting. | think this is a positive direction that the budgethose things stack up. How can that be justified if we are
is now following, and it can only auger well for the future and being honest with each other and if we are being accountable
for the State. But, in respect of the process of the Estimates® the public? If we are to go through the process of the
Committees, even though we are in the embryonic stages &stimates Committees properly and correctly, looking at the
the new system, | think that all members have been verpudget and trying to extract important and significant
disappointed. The process has been most disappointing: | wagormation from it, there must be a more meaningful
going to say ‘disgraceful’, but perhaps that is going a littleallocation of time and a better process. | was very disappoint-
too far. ed with the process.

Members only have to look at some of the allocations that In the various Estimates Committees of which | was a
have occurred. The member for Peake, quite correctly, spokmember—and | guess this is the same for all other mem-
earlier today about the dorothy dixers that have been askdzbrs—I thought that some of the Ministers were very good.
on the Government side. Quite clearly, time has been waste8ome were prepared to show some flexibility and open up the
The member for Hammond has highlighted the abuse dbudget lines and they did not constrain themselves to what
privilege that can occur and has occurred through thevas programmed. Good on them for doing so, and | am
Estimates Committees process. If we are going to use th@repared to admit that. In other portfolio areas, quite the
Estimates Committees in a meaningful and productive wappposite was the case. One example that really irked me was
for the benefit of the State, and if we are serious aboute half hour that was allocated to WorkCover. Can we be
accountability and good government, surely, we must bserious about the safety of the work force if we allocate half
honest with each other, and the Government must be honeat hour to looking at that issue in the Estimates Committees?
about its sanctioning of stupid, straightforward and simpld think not. A significant and meaningful time was not
dorothy dixer types of questions which have been a waste @llocated to that matter.
time and which have chewed up the time of the Estimates | turn now to some of the detail in the budget which most
Committees. disappointed me and, if they are serious about it, it also

Further, | think the time allocation should be exposeddisappointed a very broad cross-section of members on both
Irrespective of whether they represent people in the westesides of this Parliament. They might not be able to say so
suburbs, southern suburbs or country areas, all membepsiblicly, and | can understand and appreciate that, but if we
would be concerned about some of the big ticket items sucare serious and honest to ourselves when analysing the
as employment, health, the Housing Trust and education-budget, we must admit that one of the great concerns of the
and, of course, there are others, but | refer to those issuésidget is the areas that it cuts into and the areas that it taxes.
quite deliberately. The time allocated in the Estimates If we are honest with each other, what can quickly and
Committees to some of those areas compared with theery noticeably be analysed and depicted from the budget is
allocation in years gone by is simply a disgrace. that those people who can least afford to pay are the people

In areas such as employment, health, the Housing Trustho will be most affected by it. There is no doubt about that
and education, the time was wound back quite deliberatelgnd that should not be the case. Governments will have to be
so that we were not given the opportunity to go through thosenuch more creative in the future as they go about trying to
budget areas and budget lines to ask meaningful questionsganise as best they can the tax take and the expenditure to
about where we are heading and what it is all about. Thevhich they commit themselves.
employment area is now handled by a junior Minister. One | am extremely disappointed that this budget does not
of the most critical issues confronting South Australia anccreate jobs. At some stage, each and every one of us talks
Australia is that of getting our people back into the workabout the high rate of unemployment, about our concerns
force, that is, generating employment. If it is not bad enoughwith unemployment, and about that being our goal. Unem-
that we give it to a junior Minister, we now allocate 1% hoursployment is what we have to address, and quite rightly so.
to it when in the past something like 4% hours was allocatedOne does not have to be Einstein to know that that is our

In years gone by, a full day was allocated to health but thidNo. 1 problem in South Australia and probably Australia-
year it was allocated only a few hours. One of the big issuewide. We have to find ways of cutting into unemployment.
that confronts many of the electorates throughout SouthVe have to find ways of generating employment. We have
Australia is the Housing Trust, and this year one hour waso find ways of getting kids back into the work force. We
allocated to that organisation, whereas in the past somethir@ave to find ways of training kids for real so that they can get
like two-thirds of a day has been allocated to it. If we arereal, meaningful, long-term jobs.
serious about being accountable to taxpayers, to the people This budget cannot do that and members opposite know
who put us in this position, we have to look at these thingst as well as | do, because we do not have the growth in this
seriously and be honest with each other, because at thidget to cut into the unemployment figures. No-one can
moment we are not being serious about it. deny that. We simply do not have the growth rates that will

| also raise a couple of other issues in relation to timecut into the unemployment figures, and that is a sad indict-
allocation. | could not believe it when | sat on one of thement of the budget. We do not have to seek out economic
Estimates Committees with the shadow Treasurer and notefirus and we might scorn the predictions that are made by
that recreation and sport had been allocated an hour. Sydnegonomists—I know that | do—but generally members on
will host the next Olympiad and, very correctly, the Deputyboth sides of the House would agree that we need growth of
Premier and the member for Hammond went to Korea to tryabout 4 per cent to cut into or decrease the unemployment
to get some of their athletes to come to South Australia fofigures.
training. Yet only an hour was allocated to that portfolioin ~ We do not have that room for growth in this budget. It will
the Estimates. not cut the unemployment figures. That is a sad indictment

Racing has been described as the third biggest industry iof this budget. Another thing that is sad about this budget is
South Australia, yet only half an hour was allocated to thehat it cuts into the big ticket areas of education and health to
Racing Industry Development Authority. | cannot see howwhich | referred earlier. What an indictment it is on South
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Australia that in times of need and high unemployment wensurance has increased from 8 per cent to 11 per cent—
are confronted with a budget that cuts into education. Whaanother significant increase. People using public transport
atragedy it is that we will cut back on teachers and ancillanhave been hit by an increase of 7 per cent—once again,
staff and put a freeze on Government supply grants. This caanother significant increase that will most affect those people
in no way be of any benefit to the education system in Soutiwho can least afford it. Taxi drivers have been met with a
Australia. The people who will hurt the most as a result ofmassive $1 000 hike in their third party insurance—about
these cuts are the kids—the future of this State. which the member for Peake earlier spoke.

We must tackle the problems in the public education | ygs particularly disappointed with the Estimates process.
system. They are widespread and deep rooted, and they havgg|ieve that it does not augur well for members on either
existed for a long time. Members on both sides of the Housgjge of the House, but the Government is running the show
must get serious about addressing these problems. Likef the moment so it has to take responsibility. Members of the
number of members, | was somewhat astounded to hear of tgyosition are extremely disappointed with the Estimates
ambit claim put forward to cut a week off the school year Oprocess. It has not been handled professionally; it has not
reduce costs in the education sector. If ever a more prepost§faen set up in any way, shape or form to allow the correct
ous point of view has been put forward in the area ofgxposure of the critical areas that | have addressed. The
education, | have not seen it. Whoever put forward that 'deﬁudget is a massive tax impost on people living in the western
must be absolutely bonkers. suburbs (one of the electorates which | am charged with the
_ I'heard someone in the House today—I was not here at thesponsibility of representing), and it also cuts into those
time—try to justify it in respect of the training needs of gignificant areas of jobs growth, education and health, which
teachers. Like anyone in the work force, teachers need to bge critical in particular to people living in that area. So, | am
trained and to attend retraining courses—I do not think thagytremely disappointed, and | believe that the budget stands
anyone opposes that—but the way to do it is not by cutting.gndemned for that reason. South Australia currently has
into the school year or cutting back on the amount of timgecord unemployment levels—something that no-one is proud
that kids have at school. This is a crazy idea that gives ngs | pelieve that we have the second highest unemployment
credibility to either side of the House. Whoever put forwardrate in mainland Australia, and this is something about which

that idea is talking in fairyland. If the Government is silly \ye ail must get serious if we are to cut into those high rates
enough to consider this idea, it s fantasy politics and shoulg ynemployment.

be scorned.

The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: M Hac)- ;
. . S . s BREUER (Giles): | will not talk for very long
Mry&/RIG'ﬂ]—' tl don me'\nd %dmntmg t??ﬁ.l T)'g(?t htaf[\;]etlonight, because a lot has been said already. However, |
SOME idea In that regard. ANGINEr area ol this budget tha articularly want to reinforce what many of my colleagues

of major concern to me is that of health. In this area of healthn ve said. The Estimates Committees process was a very

the budget and the Government stand totally condemned.i teresting experience for me, being a new member of this

need go no further than the Queen Elizabeth Hospital & li : - .
e X - arliament. It was also a very cynical experience, because it

highlight the total hypoprlsy of this Qovernment. In the. as not quite what | had ngected—lpdid not have the

debate on the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, members opposi epportunity to ask the questions that | particularly wanted to

keep referring to what happened under the Labor Govern: ; :
ment. For how long will they play that tune? They must gert’hSk’ and | know that this was the experience of many of my

on with governing the State, which is what they have bee colleagues. The only good thing that came out of it was that

. ..~ there were trays on the desks in the other place and one was
g:cegf)e\/%:?“dng' ;Il—qheegt];\ée gr?gnsﬁgf\i\;%egd ;\c’)'tmhéhgéggﬁgtr];éﬁwgble to sit at one’s seat and work from there instead of trying
What this Government has done with the Queen EIizabetyFw0 reach across, as is the case in this place.

Hospital amounts to nothing more than hypocritical trickery | Was very angry about the Estimates Committee which
and playing with people’s emotions. dealt with Aboriginal affairs. | agree with the comments of

In 1996, under the former Minister for Health, this the member for Lee in relation to the time allocations for

Government promised a grand $130 million project tomany of the portfolios and the time in which to answer
refurbish the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. That was well an@luéstions. | was also a member of the education committee,
good. The project was welcomed by people in the Westerﬁljd_l felt ratherdlffe_rently in relation to.that commlttee: Thga
suburbs and, obviously, it was very much in need. That waMinister for Education was very concise and factual in h|§
done, of course, before the last State election. It has now be&hSwers, and he had a number of experts there. | thank him
cut back from a $130 million promise to a $43 million for that, because we were able to ask a lot of questions—
commitment. And that is not in the forward estimates of the2lthough we probably could have gone on for three days, as
budget: if one analyses the capital works in the forwardVe had a number of questions that we wanted to ask about
estimates of the budget, the $43 million has not even beeiis Government's policy on education.
accounted for. This is a total hypocritical act of thuggery that  In terms of Aboriginal Affairs, a limited time of only 1%
this Government has committed in respect of the Queehours was allocated to this area initially. | know that this was
Elizabeth Hospital. a result of the Government’s desire to shorten the amount of
The massive tax imposts that have been handed down ligne spent on the environment line. Initially, the Government
the Government in this budget will most affect those peoplallocated more time for Aboriginal Affairs, but the Opposi-
who are least able to afford to pay: those people who cation opposed this because of the large number of issues
afford to pay will possibly notice very little difference. One involved in the area of the environment. As a result, in what
has only to look at the stamp duty on compulsory third partyl believe is one of the most important years in Aboriginal
insurance, where there was an increase from $15 to $60. Thaistory in Australia with the emergence of the One Nation
is a massive increase for people who are taking out compuParty and the very real possibility of a Federal race-based
sory third party insurance. The stamp duty on generatlouble dissolution election because of the Wik legislation, we
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were allocated 1% hours to deal with what are very majom my travels through my electorate, of which | have done a
issues. great deal. | have spoken to people who were actually present
My real concern was not with the amount of time allocatedn the Maralinga area or where the clouds went—people who
to this line—I could live with that—but the amount of time actually remember that experience and who know what
that the Minister took to answer questions. In the first 3thappened. They remember what it was like; they remember
minutes of that 1% hours, the Minister answered only twahe clouds coming over; and they were frightened. And the
questions. The answers were longwinded, padded out amdsults are still there today.
filled with minute detail and statistics which could have been Those people are still suffering effects from this, and they
recorded elsewhere. | found the whole experience to be quitre very concerned about the possibility of waste in their area.
ridiculous. The Minister's answers were quite well preparedAt the time the Government encouraged this, yet here and
Obviously, she had thought out beforehand what we may askow we have absolutely no policy by this State Government
The Minister read out her answers slowly and laboriouslypn low level waste. It is a major concern to me, and it is time
and | became more and more frustrated as the session wehat this Government had a look at itself and started to think
on. a little bit more about who is Leader of the Party.
In fact, even the Chairman of the Committee requested
that answers be kept short, which | think was a bit of an Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | would also like to com-
indictment on the fact that the answers were taking so longnence my remarks by spending a little time referring to the
This followed with dorothy dixers from members of the process of the Estimates Committees this year. | must say that
Government. Again, this allowed the Minister to make whaithis has been the most frustrating Estimates Committees
| believe were ministerial statements. | had some vengession in which | have participated in terms of the human
important questions to ask regarding Aboriginal healthservices budget. In order to approach our contribution to the
Aboriginal education and conditions in Aboriginal communi- Estimates Committees, we had to do a complete reversal of
ties. | was not able to ask most of these questions. normal practice. There was absolutely no point in our using
Recently, | spent two weeks in the Anangu Pitjantjatjaraany of the information that was presented to us by the
lands. | learnt a lot while | was there. | had a lot of questiongsovernment, because it was so opaque that we could draw no
about the conditions there which related back to budgegonclusions from it. We had to get our networks working in
allocations, but | was not able to ask those questions. the community, asking people what the hot spots were, and
believe that if we in this Parliament are serious about raisingssentially work from the bottom up: raise issues, ask for
important issues, if members are to have the opportunity telarification and ask for detail.
ask these questions and to raise these issues, and if we are toThe budget papers themselves gave us no information at
make sure that the budget is fair and equitable, we seriousBll on which to base any assessment of what would be spent
need to look at the process that takes place with theser what was going to be specifically achieved. | must say that,
Estimates Committees. even in doing as | have just said, our raising issues and
The other issue | want to raise in terms of the Estimateseeking information, | was extremely disappointed to see that
Committees relates to a question asked, again of the Ministéine specifics for which we asked were not forthcoming. We
for Environment and Heritage, about the dumping of uraniunstill have many questions on notice, and | will be interested
waste in South Australia. | am amazed that, from the answet® receive those answers and hope that we gain some more
given by the Minister, the State Government has no policy ofnformation there.
uranium waste disposal. This very much affects my electorate The other point of concern was the contraction of time,
in particular, the largest and farthermost electorate in thahich was noted by my colleague the member for Lee a few
State. Perhaps it is not the Minister's problem, but it ismoments ago. | have calculated that, in years past, when we
certainly my problem because the Billa Kalina area is in myhad separate departments for Health and Disabilities, FACS,
electorate. The Labor Party fought long and hard for the cleathe Ageing and the Housing Trust, about 14 hours were
up of the Maralinga lands, which are also in my electoratedevoted to all those topics. This year, however, it was only
It took many years, a lot of money, a lot of hard work, 8% hours. The time was virtually halved, and that made it
lobbying, etc. to get those lands cleaned up. Now, we haveery difficult.
the very strong possibility that some waste will be dumped Prior to the Estimates Committees, the Minister for
back into the Billa Kalina area. Human Services told me that he would try to keep his
There is no State Government policy on the dumping ofinswers short, and by and large he did. But | must say that the
this waste. People in Coober Pedy, Woomera and in thBlinister for Disability Services in another place was
Aboriginal lands are very concerned about this. | have hadbsolutely atrocious in his answering of the questions. He
many questions, complaints, letters and telephone calls in myas longwinded and did the sorts of things that the member
electorate office about uranium waste being dumped in ouior Giles has just outlined in relation to the Minister for the
backyard. The Anangu people in particular are concerneBnvironment. He was actually interrupted by the Chair and
about this, yet the State Government and this Minister havasked to keep his answers short; he thought that was a great
no policy on this issue. joke, but | thought that it was a disgrace for a Minister who
We are talking about very low level wastage: we all knowwas supposed to be accountable, giving information, being
what sort of waste material it is. But | and people in myconcise and welcoming questions. He was just the opposite.
electorate want to know what is next. How long before we | must also note that, in terms of the amount of time given
will be asked to take something of slightly higher level, andto the Human Services budget, we were curtailed and finished
then a bit more, and another truckload or two, and so on? Early at 9.56 p.m. That was not by our choice: | was actually
we accept this low level waste in our area, how much furthecut off in my last question by the Chairman, who announced
will it go? We may have to accept more. Itis a big electoratethat the session had closed. If members would like to check
The Billa Kalina area is hundreds of miles from many placeswith the Hansard they will see that we did not get our full
but it is there somewhere. | have spoken to Aboriginal peopléme until 10 o’clock; it finished at 9.56 p.m. So, | think we
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have a long way to go in repairing the damage, certainly t&upported Residential Facilities Unit's Executive Officer’s
democracy and enabling proper analysis and scrutiny of theeport of December 1997 stated:

Government. It is evident that this Government does not want Rose Cottage is not equipped in terms of staff, facilities or level
this scrutiny and is not interested in providing informationof care required by residents.

either to parliamentarians or to the community generally. |t is interesting to note that this unit is the Minister's own

Having said that, | would like to pick out a few issues thatadvisory committee; itis int.eresting to note how much notice
were part of the Human Services budget lines and commeh€ has taken of that committee’s reports. On 13 March 1998,
on them. | want to talk about the issue of Rose Cottageat the SUppOftEd Residential Facilities Ministerial AdViSOI’y
which was raised ear|y on with the Minister for Human Committee meeting, Port Adelaide Enfield council advised
Services. Rose Cottage is a facility in the western suburb$ie committee that it had been agreed that Rose Cottage
that comes under the Supported Residential Facilities Act. AWwould be licensed as a nursing home under the Act to cover
arrangement was made between the Queen Elizabeth Hospitapidents who required greater standards of care. This would
and Rose Cottage in September 1997 which provided for theave required a director of nursing to be on duty, 24 hours a
early discharge of patients requiring convalescent care ¢y registered nursing coverage and upgrades to the building
awaiting placement in Commonwealth residential aged caréodes to meet nursing home standards. .
facilities from the hospital to the supported residential In April 1998 it was reported to the committee that this
faci]ity, Rose Cottage. Under this agreement the Queewas proceedlng and that the Port Ad9|a_|de En_flem council
Elizabeth Hospital paid Rose Cottage $85 per day per patietas working with Rose Cottage to achieve this. The then
and patients were required to pay a further $26.40 a dafpanager, Mr Paul dvegrove, apparently was not reporting
directly to Rose Cottage. Obviously, the Queen Elizabetfinese new requirements to the then proprietors who, on
Hospital entered into this arrangement because it was cheagéifcovering these conditions, decided to sell the facility. |
to pay $85 a day for some other agency'’s residential facilifpope that the Minister reads my comments. The facility did
to accommodate these people rather than taking up a hospif¥@t ever achieve the status of being licensed as a nursing
bed at that hospital which, of course, costs much more to rufiome under the Supported Residential Facilities Act, as the

and, as we all know, our hospitals are absolutely chocker ari#€n proprietor sold the business and, in effect, the contract
have been for some time. with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was cancelled. It is very
. . . concerning that the Minister knew nothing. Further, when he
The Opposition voiced many concerns about this mattet, e pack with his feathers ruffled to accuse me of suggest-

. - ﬁwg that the contract was still in operation, it is concerning
i'?‘trtrlanggm‘im tt:'att Ee Qad entered mtg. Thg '\ﬂﬁn'fteth??;Nr:’ e(;%wat he was given completely the wrong facts and gave the
Itie about what had goneé on and said, Tirst, that it hag, o nq jnformation to the Estimates Committee in response

happened when he was not the Minister. That was his fir . f ]
excuse. Later he said that it was an agreement that had be% my questions. ook forward to the more detailed respons

enteregl into by the b.oard of Queen EI|zabeth Hospltgl_an | have a copy of the letter which the Supported Residential
essentially was not his concern. However, heis thg MInisteg 5 iijities Advisory Committee wrote to Minister Brown on
for Human Services and has supervisory responsibilities f0§ March 1998. He had no knowledge of that, either. He said
that Act and does have that responsibility. he had received 2 500 pieces of correspondence and could not
We asked a number of questions (and they are all itbe expected to remember them all, but he had no recollection
Hansardfor people to look at) concerning the legality of the of having received this letter from his own ministerial
contract. We asked why the Queen Elizabeth Hospital had naidvisory committee. In part, the letter of 3 March 1998 from
carefully checked out that facility. We asked also why frailthe committee to the Minister states:

aged people, who had been assessed as needing to go t0 arhe committee’s concerns with this. . . arrangement are as
nursing home, had been placed in that facility, which did nofollows: o _
come up to standard in terms of the level of care required for There was no communication between the Queen Elizabeth

: : ; ospital and the relevant licensing authority under the Supported
them. We asked a series of questions, most of which thggePi& S1¢ e o eVt Ite! City of Port Adelaide Enfield, to

Minister could not answer. However, later during the day thgscertain the facility's licence status, its compliance with the
Minister gave me an answer and stridently told me: standards required under the Act or its ability to provide the
) ) ~ necessary level of care and equipment for residents with nursing care
As | said, these arrangements were put in place imeeds.
August/September. The arrangement is between the Queen Elizabeth The adequacy of the staffing and equipment available at Rose
Hospital and its management and the manager of Rose Cottage agdttage was not assessed by the QEH prior to entering into the
Trojan. At the commencement of the contract the operator waagreement. The City of Port Adelaide Enfield have reported that, for
checked for both public liability and insurance coverage. The facilityinstance, patients were eating meals from dishes balanced on their
was an accredited nursing home—I stress, ‘was an accredited nursigtbmachs because overways were not available at Rose Cottage.
home'—the facility was licensed by Port Adelaide and Enfield-  The principles under the SRF Act for residents to be treated with
council and was inspected on a regular and very frequent basis. dignity and respect and to be able to make informed choices about
L . . . their care have been compromised by the arrangement. Residents and
I want to put the Minister right, because he was incorrect inheir families have not been provided with information about Rose
his answer and | want to put this on the record. InCottage, have not been fully consulted in the transfer process and
November 1997, Rose Cottage had a supported residentfidVve not been offered a choice about where they obtain the care

P - - . . equired.
facilities licence based on previous groupings of reSIdentg, In general terms the committee is concerned that arrangements

but this licence did not take into account the facility’s of this nature may undermine the Supported Residential Facilities
accepting NH5—that is, nursing home assessed—residemst. The committee is aware of the demands on hospital beds and

under the Queen Elizabeth Hospital contract. | stress thélea:th feSOUfCZS and, in p}T”CiPt'elv Sut?_porta the prOVtiﬁion of n%n-
; ; ute care needs in a non-hospital setting. However, the committee
Rose Cottage was not an accredited nursing home under t@Econcerned about how public hospitals make certain that the

Supported Residential Facilities Act or any other Act. Thegystems and arrangements that are put in place to support a policy
Minister was incorrect in the answer he provided. Theof early discharge ensure the ongoing quality care of the patient and



Tuesday 30 June 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1199

ensure consistency with the existing State legislation which regulatesnd Services to the Ageing. So it is not good news at all for

the standards of care and accommodation in licensed supportgréople in those categories.

residential facilities. The Minister made great show of the Access Economics

The letter further states: report by highlighting the fact that it stated that the State
The committee believes that the ultimate responsibility forGovernments had made a greater contribution to funding of

ensuring that State legislation is adhered to as part of any agreemetgalth than the Commonwealth over recent years. Of course,

lies with the public hospital system and recommends that all relevar{e failed to tell us that in that report all the States were
hospital personnel be directed to give due consideration to th

requirements of the SRF Act in developing policies and procedure@’mp?d in together under the one figure, and he failed to
of this nature, and be directed to include the relevant licensingnention that the New South Wales Government, under Bob

authority in preliminary discussions before implementing anCarr, has increased health funding by $1.3 billion in New
arrangement with a particular supported residential facility. South Wales, completely swamping the funding cuts levied
This is a very important issue because, in times of real stress South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia. That was
on the health system, the pressure on hospitals to try to mowe very dishonest attempt by this Minister to mislead the
patients out and place them somewhere else at a reduced cpablic and to try to rewrite history and say that the Govern-
is very great. We have exposed a situation where people weneent over which he was Premier did not cut health services.
placed in a facility that simply did not come up to standardThe community is a little more sophisticated than that.
in terms of level of care. In his hasty answer to me in the Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
Estimates Committee, in relation to the contract between thstate of the House.
QEH and Rose Cottage, the Minister said: A quorum having been formed:

Formal meetings were held monthly between the hospital, . .
nursing staff and the operators. All issues raised were quickly Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | hate to speak without an
addressed. Nursing staff in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital undertockudience. | am glad that the Deputy Premier is here, and | am
regular inspections. sorry that | have snared a few of my Labor colleagues. |
It is interesting that the Minister said that all issues werewould have far preferred members of the Liberal Party to be
regularly addressed. | came by a copy of a letter from the Citjere, because itis a disgrace that a Government in office can
of Port Adelaide Enfield to Mr bvegrove, Manager of Rose provide only about three backbenchers to hear members’
Cottage, dated 27 November 1997. | cite one example whekmntributions on the Estimate Committees processes. It is
what the Minister said did not happen in reality, and it relatesnore appropriate that Government members fill their
to call bells. The letter states: back bench because they could learn from what members of

The issue of installing appropriate call bells has been raisethe Opposition have to say to them. Don’t cup your ears,
several times. At present there is a flush mounted call bell in thenember for Hammond. | know you're not deaf. | know you

bedrooms which is typically located between beds. As you are awakgant to listen keenly to the pearls of wisdom that | am about
most residents are unable to access or operate the current call syst

Officers first discussed this matter on 29 August 1997. A request fo‘:}@Im_part to you. . . . .
more accessible call buttons to be fitted was made on 4 November With respect to the Estimates Committee hearings, first

1997. Another request was made on 26 November 1997. I would like to congratulate the two chairpersons. The
The letter further states: member for Heysen was, as usual, very conciliatory and he

You have explained that you have had trouble getting these ite %Cted rather deftly in the way he handled some tense situa-

from the company who manufacturers them. We regard this asrgﬂpns that arose during the course of hearings in Estimates
extremely urgent matter. The urgency of this matter is reinforced bfcommittee A. | would also like to congratulate probably for

two complaints that we have received stating that family membersghe first and possibly the last time the member for Stuart, who
50"%‘Ijefr;gmSe‘te"S’E:ﬁbteoc‘zgﬁqeeo\flvdhee'ﬁyﬁe'ggg('j”gl taitéer'r‘]deg ailr?i% m‘r’]‘;tb%&s Chairman of Estimates Committee B. | was a member
}Junnactional %all system, as well as other items, shyouI% have bee%f Committee B on only brief occasions and so | stand to be
purchased and installed prior to entering into an agreement with théorrected by my colleagues on this matter, but during the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital to take in people who are waiting for é&imes when | was there he showed himself to be most
Commonwealth funded nursing home placement. conciliatory and flexible, to the extent that | believed that he
The Minister’s statement to me that all problems were fixednust have had a twin brother sitting in his place. But, no, it
immediately is simply not the case, and that is not whatvas the member for Stuart. | do congratulate him with respect
happened in relation to this matter. | look forward to theto those times, albeit brief, when | was present in Estimates
Minister’s providing me with detailed answers in a week orCommittee B. So, | am prepared to acknowledge those who
so. | certainly will be looking closely at them, because wedo right by me as much as those who do ill by me.
have been informed that it is possible that the Queen Eliza- | would like to refer to the Estimates Committee hearing
beth Hospital is looking at other arrangements with otheand its framework. | think the Estimates Committee process
facilities. People are also suggesting that perhaps othean be very valuable. The Opposition did show itself because
hospitals will be in the same position. We do not have at in fact dominated the evening television news coverage and
problem with people being placed in step-down facilitiesmost of the local political news stories in the morning
provided these facilities have a level of care that is approprinewspaper, that toe rag called tiavertiser We did
ate and necessary for the people for whom they are caringlominate it, and it showed that Estimates Committees can be
I note that the Government is required to make a 1 per centery valuable for Oppositions in trying to put the Government
efficiency dividend on the Human Services budget. That willof the day under pressure and to get their news item reported
equate to about $30 million, which means there will beat night. That is the whole point of Estimates Committees: to
another cut this year in Human Services of $30 million. Thehave the Opposition of the day put the Government, of
Minister said that he will quarantine hospital budgets fromwhatever political persuasion, under pressure.
this cut. So $30 million has to come out of the other areas of It has been my experience in the past four years that | have
Human Services—the community health system, the Housingeen a member of this place that some Ministers have used
Trust, Family and Community Services, Disability Servicesit to allow members on their side to ask a range of dorothy
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dixers—very searching and incisive questions from theimance of this State has not been affected one iota by their
backbench—which were answered dutifully by the Minister,absence from this place. Some might argue that the govern-
usually in a very long-winded fashion, in a pre-preparedance of this State is improved when they are not here.
ministerial brief. That is all very well for the Governmentof It is the policy of the Labor Party to abolish the Legis-
the day. | was not here when Labor was in Government, ankative Council, and | was interested to read in today’s
itis possible that we used it for the same process as well, bétdvertiseran article by Greg Kelton that the Liberal Govern-
it should have been regarded as the Opposition’s day becauseent, because of what is likely to happen with the ETSA
if a Government is confident enough in its own ability, theBill's being chucked out by the Upper House, ought to
Ministers of the day ought to be able to say, ‘This is thecountenance a referendum to abolish the Legislative Council.
Opposition’s day. This is the day | test my mettle against thaThe Labor Party supports that position. | would be more than
of the Opposition. This is the day when the normal Standindiappy to embrace any such referendum to abolish the
Orders of Question Time in Parliament do not prevail. Therd_egislative Council. But, if we are to abolish the Legislative
are supplementary questions and the like. This is the tim€ouncil, we would not do it overnight: it would mean a
when there can be real scrutiny with respect to the Goverrradical reform of the committee structure here in the House
ment’s plans for each department over the next 12 monthsdf Assembly, because otherwise we will simply face the
Unfortunately, it does not work that way. position where the Government of the day, having a majority,
I tend to think that a Government ought to be big enougtwill simply ram through legislation without any opportunity
to be able to say, ‘I am confident enough to be able tdor the local community to voice its opposition, for the
withstand that type of Opposition questioning, that | will putlegislation to be fleshed out in somewhat greater detail, or to
up with having the Opposition put me under pressure betwegpick up the many mistakes that come out of Government
11 a.m. and 10 p.m. on a particular day. The introduction ofegislation, Liberal or Labor.
these junior Ministers only further confused the situation. We do not necessarily need an Upper House to nitpick
They have enabled the contraction of the time available foover legislation or to improve it. It would be far better for the
the examination of major expenditure departments. governance of this State to abolish the Legislative Council.
The Health Department spends approximately 25 per cefit is time for us to get rid of that body. It is by and large a
of the State’s revenue. When it was the old Health Departbody that holds back progress. It might suit me today, with
ment, we used to spend a whole day from 11 a.m. untitespect to the Government’s ETSA legislation, to be able to
10 p.m. just on the Health Department. This year, with theorevent the sale of the ETSA assets, Optima Energy and the
Minister for Human Services, we had time only for thelike, but by and large it serves no useful purpose. | would
former Health Commission, Family and Community Ser-only agree to getting rid of the Legislative Council if we had
vices, the Housing Trust, Disability Services, the Ageing andh decent system of committees in this House of Assembly to
maybe a couple of other agencies—and, despite what we readrutinise legislation. When the Government or any private
in theAdvertiser | am not in the ageing category. | just wish member introduces legislation (obviously it is predominantly
it would get it right. | am 46, not 56 years of age—not that | Government legislation), it should go to a standing committee
am sensitive on the age issue. of this House where it can be scrutinised in greater detail,
Whereas we had a lot more time available to scrutinisevhere submissions would be invited from interested parties
those individual departments, they had to be compacted atroughout the State and where those most deeply offended
into one day. It does not do the Government of the day anpy pieces of legislation could come forward to those commit-
good in itself if Ministers are not put under some scrutiny. Ittees, state a case and have an opportunity to put their views
is a bit like a football club: you perform your best only when on legislation.
you are under hard pressure from a formidable opponent. If That would prevent legislation being forced through
you can best that opponent, then you know you are doing Barliament at midnight—all done in 24 hours if it is the wish
good job and that you are representing the Government in thaf the Government—and there would be a legislative bar on
best way. If the whole system is slipshod, then you will fall Governments ramming through legislation, as it would have
into a slipshod way. That is just the way of human nature. to go through the committee structure. Those who are
Given the format of the Estimates Committees, noopposed to legislation or who want dramatic amendments to
representatives of the Opposition of the day from thedtwould have an opportunity to build up public opinion to try
Legislative Council, the shadow Ministers, can cross-examing convince the Government that it was going down the
Ministers in the Upper House. | appreciate from the noddingvrong track with that legislation.
of the member for Hammond that that takes away the At the end of the day, the Government would have the
historical perspective that it is the Lower House that raiseaumbers to put the legislation through. Despite whatever
taxes and revenue and decides how revenue should be sperhaustive committee processes we might go through, at the
and that therefore we should jealously guard those privilegesnd of the day, if the Government had a clear majority in this
and only members of this House should be involved inHouse, even if the legislation was delayed three or six months
Estimates Committees. (whatever the time span might be), it would be able to get its
| find it extraordinary that we have 22 members of thelegislation through. | simply put that down to democracy and,
Upper House who, for the past three weeks, frankly may aat a general election at the end of its four year term of office,
well not have been on the payroll of this Parliament. We havéhe Government is held accountable for its actions. By and
22 members of this place who have had nothing to do becausgrge, the Legislative Council performs a pretty useless
their Chamber has not been sitting owing to the Estimatefunction. By and large, 90 odd per cent of the legislation that
Committees. Itis not fair to include the three Ministers fromgoes through this Parliament is unanimously agreed to, or
the Legislative Council or the shadow Ministers who werewhere some defects are pointed out with pieces of legislation,
involved in helping prepare questions for their Lower Househe Government of the day, Liberal or Labor, is usually
colleagues in the Estimates Committee hearings, but the bufkepared to pick up the suggested amendments because it
of Legislative Councillors have not been missed. The governthinks they are good ideas.
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We could do that if we had a decent series of standingespects, it inhibits progress. The Labor Party when in
committees in this Lower House. It would also give back-Government has never enjoyed a majority in the Legislative
benchers something to do because, quite frankly, backbenc@ouncil, unlike the Liberal Party. For years under Tom
ersin this Parliament—and | should say more particularly irPlayford, under the gerrymanders at Legislative Council level
this Chamber—have very little to do. If you are in Govern-and at House of Assembly level, the Liberal Party has
ment, you are expected to ask inane, stupid dorothy dix typenjoyed a majority in both Houses of Parliament. Labor has
questions that put the Government of the day in a good lightiever enjoyed a majority in both Houses of Parliament.

If you are in Opposition— I do not like having to negotiate with the Democrats: | far
Mr Lewis: It doesn’t mean you have to. prefer to deal with Liberals. | know where they stand and |
Mr CLARKE: | agree with the member for Hammond: know what | am dealing with. | far prefer to deal with

it does not mean that you have to, but usually those of us ohiberals than marshmallows, as far as the Democrats are

the backbench are looking to climb the greasy pole and do aoncerned, who ring their hands, agonise, and all the rest of

we are told. By and large, Opposition backbenchers are told. They did 1 000 hours of study on the ETSA Bill. Well,

to shut up and be quiet—and | have been in the same positigdhey went to the election in 1997 saying that they would not

on the front bench and am now relishing the Oppositiorsell South Australia short, so they should have been very
backbenches—because, obviously, the Opposition of the dayuick in making up their mind. All they needed to do was to
has a theme it wants to get through for the news items thatppose the sale of ETSA. They did not need to wring their
day and only one line of questioning is permitted. In thosehands or justify any backflips, as the Liberal Government has
circumstances, quite clearly, that is the only time available ttnad to do in that area.

you. A decent committee structure in this Chamber would What | have learnt—and this is my fifth Estimates

allow the backbenchers on both the Government an€Committee hearing—is that it does need a major overhaul. |

Opposition sides to be able to sit down in a more informathink the idea is terrific. The Labor Opposition was able to

and less restrictive atmosphere than we currently have tget a number of advantages, technically speaking. We won

examine pieces of legislation in detail. Many of the amendthe day each day the Estimates Committees sat in terms of
ments now moved and supported in the Legislative Councijetting answers, but we did not get enough time to probe
would have been picked up in this Chamber had we had thelinisters more effectively. In this, the working Chamber of
time and the committee structure to enable us to do so. the Parliament, we need to set up a proper committee

As | say, at the end of the day, the Government of the dagtructure to enable legislation to be properly scrutinised, to
that has the majority on this floor would be able to get itsallow backbenchers from all sides to contribute to the
legislation through and, if that means the sale of ETSA omworkings of this Parliament, to put Ministers of whatever
Optima Energy, whilst | am totally opposed to that type ofpolitical persuasion under real pressure and to get rid of the
policy position, the Government of the day could get itUpper House.
through and it would have to wear the consequences of it at The Upper House, by and large, is a waste of time and a
the next election. However, you cannot introduce the proposalaste of space, notwithstanding the fact that for many years
that | am suggesting by abolishing the Legislative Council wanted to get into that place because | thought it was like
without significant reform of a standing committee structurewinning Tattslotto—eight years and you had a pension for
in this House, so that Governments of the day could not dtife. What better odds can you get than getting into the
as they do now, if they wish to do so; that is, simply suspend egislative Council on that type of basis?

Standing Orders if you have 24 votes and ram through a piece

of legislation inside 24 hours so that opponents of that Ms RANKINE (Wright): Like many of the new members

legislation have no time in which to galvanise public opinionof Parliament who have addressed us tonight, | was looking

to change the end result or significantly influence thdorward to the process of the Estimates Committees. | was
legislation. looking forward to seeing this Government abide by its

Frankly, when we look at the way in which State Parlia-commitment of political accountability. Like so many others,
ments’ powers are being eroded—mainly through the lack dfiowever, | was disappointed. | was looking for a real boost
dollars—it is a nonsense to have a Legislative Council. It isSn my education of the parliamentary process. Unfortunately,
a nonsense to have 22 Legislative Councillors largely do notthink that is what | had: rather, | had an eye-opening
confined to this building. They do not have offices outsideexperience.
because the Government of the day, Liberal or Labor, is not Like many others, | was disappointed with the time
prepared to trust Legislative Councillors to let themselvesillocated for many of the portfolios. Like many others, | was
loose on constituents outside North Terrace—and maybdisappointed with the longwinded and time-wasting answers
there is good reason for that. | am not saying there is, buytrovided by Ministers. So, this evening | will attempt to
maybe there is good reason. address some of the issues that | raised during the Estimates

Maybe Legislative Councillors are elected to office, butCommittee, and also raise one issue that | did not have the
they are terrified of meeting constituents. When they walk oubpportunity to raise.
of this building, they are terrified at 5 o’clock at night at the | participated in the Estimates Committee in relation to the
intersection of King William Street and North Terrace whenPolice Department and the emergency services. During
a large slab of their constituents are heading for the railwaguestioning, | asked the Minister for Police when we could
station; they might get asked a question or be asked to dexpect to have a new police station in the Tea Tree Gully
something on their behalf, but they much prefer to pass themouncil area. The St Agnes police station has been reduced
on to a member of the House of Assembly to get some worko a shopfront and the Tea Tree Gully patrol base is operating
done. out of the area which it serves. Sadly, the Minister still does

| think there is need for a fundamental reform of ournot know. We have Focus 21, which is supposed to be a
parliamentary system. | agree 100 per cent with the abolitiorision for the future of policing in South Australia, yet they
of the Legislative Council. Itis an anachronism and, in manydo not know when we will have a patrol base in the area of
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the Tea Tree Gully council. This clearly is not a vision for thecentre had been downsized considerably, that it had been
future but a very dim vision for policing in South Australia. reduced from 700 clients to 220 clients. He went on to

| also raised the issue of patrols not attending some quitdescribe the deinstitutionalisation of these people as being a
serious crimes in a shopping centre in my electorate. great thing. He said:

We hear_d the Minister praise the new roster system that The process of reducing the size of these institutions and
has been implemented under Focus 21 and, recently, foviding more community based and less institutional based care
magazine issued by the Police Department contained a twe one that is progressing. It is not progressing as fast as some of
page article which set out how well the new rosters werghose who are more jealous might require, but | am determined to
working, how much more effective our policing was and howe"Sure that the process is pushed on.
police are available when the community needs themihighlight that: the Minister is determined to ensure that the
However, when the General Manager of Drake Food Marketgrocess is pushed on.
went to see the local chief inspector, he was told they simply
did not have the resources to attend to the attempted arsof,;
the attempted flooding, and the major vandalism of hi%ol
supermarket. | want to know what is happening in relation G4
the Tea Tree Gully Police Station and these patrols. | am
consistently getting complaints from people saying that they,,
cannot get police attendance and, when we talk to the poIined

privately, they tell us that the rosters are a disaster. important for her carers to know her attitude to things: what

| also asked the 'V“T"Stef for_PoIice, Corr_ectional _SerViceSooosts her morale and what she finds offensive. Itis vital for
and Emergency Services to give us some information aboue, 15 pe able to react to her nuances and to know her
the CFS levy that is to be imposed on South Australians thig, tine.

year to wipe out the $13 million debt from Ash Wednesday. . . .
When | asked him who would contribute to the $6.5 million Four years ago, th.'s woman was a resident Qf th(_a Julia Farr
that will be collected through insurance policies by theCentre. She was de-institutionalised and now lives in her own

insurance industry, and how much those people would pahome. The assistance she receives from the Government is,

he could not tell me. He was confused. | asked him whethegS | Said, 24 hour care. She has no control over any bodily
it would only be people living in CFS areas or whether it was unction. Sadl){, in January this year the Minister sent a letter
CFS and MFS combined. With some prodding, some diggindP this woman's mother telling her that her daughter would
and some poking, we basically got the answer that he did n&t€ réferred to a new residential service in Mitchell Park.
know, and it appears that it will be up to the insuranc asically, he said that if she did not accept this alternative her

industry as to who it will levy for this $6.5 million. We do not ©ther option would be a nursing home placement. Her mother
know whether it will be people in CFS areas or all SouthWas devastated. The Minister reinforced this attitude in

Australians who have household insurance who will have t&nother letter to her on 30 April. This is the same Minister
pay the levy. who said that he was pushing forward with the de-institution-

| also asked him whether volunteer members of the cF&lisation of the residents of Julia Farr. This woman was living
would be exempt from the levy, given that, according to thd" her own home, and he now wants to put her back into
CEO, we in South Australia have had the services of the CF@St't“t"Of‘al'sed care. .
incredibly cheaply. That is because so many people volunteer Christine has real difficulty with her speech. In a letter, her
their time and effort to ensure the safety of South Australiansspeech therapist states:
The Minister said that there is no way of telling who is a Over the past two years, Christine’s speech has shown steady

volunteer and that everyone will have to pay. What he wageterioration. She can now only produce gross weak vocalisations,
telling us was that those men and women who put their livesvhich are difficult to decipher even by familiar listeners. Communi-

on the line during Ash Wednesday, those people who use ttf&tion has become more and more of a functional issue.

equipment which incurred the debt for the CFS are now going js vital that her carers know and understand her. The speech
to be given the privilege of paying for this debt, a debt thagherapist continues that it has been her experience that
is owed to the State Treasury, so it is basically owed to thgithout individual training carers have not been able to care

Government. The volunteers who daily put their lives on theadequately for Christine. Christine has a need for set care
line, who attend accidents, bushfires, scrub fires and the likggutines and a constant set of carers.

are now not only expected to give of their time and energy

bUtI %lzg :ﬁepsz\;?erg;[giféli\t/tlilﬁg?ﬁ on the Estimates Commit- 9&términed to continue with her life and to see her 14 year old

tee when our shadow Minister for Human Services quesc_iaughter grow and develop. She does not complain, and she

tioned the Minister responsible for the aged and disabled sé not demanding. She .deals.wn.h more .than most of us could
' “gver contemplate dealing with in our life and yet she con-

I am pleased that the Minister for Human Services is prese L :
in the Chamber to listen to my query on this matter. ThéElnues to enjoy life with her daughter, the company of her

- 7 . .___carers, the attention of her family and the happiness that her
shadow Minister asked the Minister for Disability Services . :
about his plans to change the situation faced by those peo ets bring her. To take away her home would devastate this

who are accommodated in institutions such as Minda, Juligoma_n' It would be untenable. In a letter, her chiropractor
tates:
Farr and the Strathmont Centre.

Mr Lewis: We are going to put them in the Legislative | consider moving Chris out of her own home would severely
Council, according to Ralph. disadvantage her and end weekend visits by Jodie, her daughter,

Ms RANKINE: That may be so, probably on your side which are a highlight in her life, and there are not too many of those.

of the House, too. | am particularly interested in the Julia FarkWho in this House will have the heart to take that away from
Centre. The Minister said that the number of residents of thahis woman? He continues:

Recently, | visited a constituent of mine, Christine Clift.

s woman is 48 years of age, she suffers with multiple
erosis, and she is totally reliant on carers for 24 hour care.
miliarity with her carers is essential in providing her with
ective care because she has very limited ability to com-
unicate. Currently, six carers are allotted to her: one is
irly new; the other five know her extremely well. It is

This woman has an amazing strength of spirit. She is
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Cost cutting is an important part of Government today, but surely These educational outputs as provided in the budget
a person’_s peace of mind, home_ comforts and daily pleasures muﬁbpers may be nice, warm and fuzzy headings under which
be more important than the almighty dollar. to group programs, but the fact remains that the Department
| urge this Government to show some compassion anfbr Education and Children’s Services (DECS) still needs to
decency in relation to this woman and her family, and noprovide education programs. DECS must know how much it
threaten to put her in a nursing home if she chooses not 8 spending on computer programs, special education
take the option of the Mitchell Park facility. I urge this programs and the like. To operate as an effective department,
Government to think a little bit about the money that it isthe Department for Education must know these things.
spending. Clearly, the Minister is attempting to hide this information by

In one Estimates Committee of which | was a member, theaying that it cannot be provided. | say that because it became
Minister for Administrative Services told us that he is payingquite clear in the process, when the Opposition had to drag
$200 000 a year for tradespeople from the now defuncbut of the Minister every part of the way answers to quite
Facilities Management Service to occupy office accommodaundamental questions about the extent of the budget cuts,
tion in the central business district of Adelaide. We havethat the Government was attempting to hide those cuts within
documentation showing costs of up to $354 000 for thighe budget papers.
Minister's accommodation. And tonight we heard about | want to do two things this evening. | want, first, to talk
$300 000 being spent on an ETSA sale leaflet. | urge thabout some of the information that came out in the education
Minister to urgently evaluate this situation and to give thisEstimates Committee and, secondly, to talk about the
family an assurance that the very last vestige of dignity anlinister’s role in framing his budget. It is important to point
independence that Christine Clift has will not be wrestedut that, before the election nine months ago, this Govern-
from her. | urge the Minister to put some humanity back intoment went to the people of South Australia and said not only
human services. that it would it maintain the education budget in 1998-99 but

| refer to the operation of the Estimates Committees oralso that it would increase it. That is what this Liberal
which | sat, most particularly Committee B. | spent a shortGovernment took to the people of South Australia.
time in this place under your guidance and consideration, In February, | put to the Minister that Commonwealth
Mr Deputy Speaker, and greatly appreciated that, as | am sufending to the public education sector would decrease, and
did other members. Sadly, we did not experience the sameasked about the implications of this for the budget. The
level of consideration and dignity in Committee B. Our Minister stood up and said, ‘We will make up that shortfall
committees closed early, we were not allowed to askn funding.’ In other words, the Minister tried to give the
guestions and we were ruled out of order because oumpression to South Australians that, again, the State
Committee chairperson wanted to close things down fivé&sovernment’s contribution to public education would
minutes ahead of time. There was no consistency in higicrease. Butin the actual budget papers there were massive
allocation of questions and, despite a quarter of a century iauts, on which | will touch briefly. Suffice to say that the cuts
this House, there was clearly no-one more easily rattled dnave been enormous, ranging from $49 million directly in the
more easily spooked. It is not surprising that Labor found itL998-99 budget and increasing thereafter.
so easy to have him dumped. The lack of respect in which he We have heard the announcements about 30 schools to
is held by his own colleagues—even the Premier could natlose and about 90 to 100 teachers to be sacked. | point out
bring himself to stand by him—is not surprising. Clearly, thethat in the budget papers 222 full-time equivalent positions
Government wanted to see Parliament steered by a saférom the department will go. Of course, this is at a time when
calmer pair of hands. His approach to Estimates was boorishie know—and the Government’s own research tells us—that
and patronising, to say the least, and it is not surprising thaty 2003 we will face a massive teacher shortage. This is the
he has been relegated to the minor area of chairing commitdsion that the Education Minister has for South Australian
tees. education. This is the result of his negotiations in Cabinet in

terms of defending education in this State. Clearly, the

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Being the Opposition spokes- Minister has not done a very good job, because education
person on education, | wish to speak about the educatio@kes the bulk of those cuts.
Estimates. However, before doing so, | want to reiterate the The first lot of questions to the Minister (and it took three
comments of a number of other speakers on this side. Thiguestions to get no answer from the Minister) on budget
year, Estimates was a particularly difficult process for theEstimates day, when we had half the amount of time that we
Opposition, given the format of the budget and the change thad for those portfolios the year before, related to a 1 per cent
accrual accounting. A change to accrual accounting does nefficiency saving or an $11 million saving from the enterprise
necessarily mean an opaque budget document: it should meagreement that the department has with the teachers’ union.
more information, rather than less. Unfortunately, what thisThe Minister avoided giving an answer in terms of whether
Government chose to do, particularly in the education areahat was the case. It took three questions and no response
was to use this change to an accrual format to provide ledsefore I finally told the Minister that | had the leaked budget
information. strategies from his department, and finally one of his

Last year, each education program was listed withdepartmental representatives admitted that that was the case.
expenditure and budgeted: this year, there was no program The second admission from the Minister—dragged out,
information at all. So, obviously, the first question | asked thenot offered, of course—was that his department had factored
Minister in Estimates was to provide the program inform-into its budget strategy the fact that it would cut the school
ation. Despite several attempts on my part, he did not give ayear by one week, to save $3 million, $260 000 of which was
undertaking to provide that information. He said that it wasto come from such things as turning out the lights in every
too difficult, patted me on the head, and said that | obvioushyState school for a week. So, we have reached a situation
did not understand how complex accrual accounting was anghere, to cut the education budget, the Minister and his
that he could not provide it. Quite clearly, that is not the casedepartment have decided that they will cut tuition time for
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students. It is a very sad day when that option is put into &he Minister can explain it anyway he likes, but he cannot
budget strategy. The response that came was, ‘You don'’t descape the fact that that is what is not going to be spent on
much in the last week of school.” Of course, what did noteducation.
seem to occur to the Minister is that, when you cut out the This morning the Minister was on radio. It was an
last week of school, the second last week becomes the laistteresting interview, although | did not hear it all, but | have
week of school. a transcript, which explains the Minister’s approach to his
The Minister tried to say that it was simply a consolidationwhole education portfolio. | presume that the Minister spent
and that all the student-free days throughout the school yeanonths formulating this budget. The budget has been set; the
would be consolidated into that week. In fact, an interjectiorcuts to the education budget have been set and done; and now
from the member for Flinders confirmed that that was thehe Minister is trying to tell us, ‘Don’t worry about all these
Minister's strategy. On closer examination, however, thehings, they may not happen. These are options.’ The cuts to
Minister backed away from that, so it remains unclearthe budget are not an option: they are done. The Minister has
whether that week is in addition to student-free days throughaot worked out the situation and has no idea.
out the year. Let me give some examples of the Minister's comments
Next came the very slow admission from the Minister thaton 5AN this morning responding to the list in yesterday’s
despite the Premier’s repeatedly stating in this Parliament th@tdvertiser of all the cumulative cuts to education. The
he was giving $1 million of new money to child care, that presenter, Julia Lester, went through the list and questioned
comes at a price, of course: the Government is going to cuhe Minister about them. She questioned the Minister about
$500 000 per year over the next three years. So, on one hantkans testing for school bus concessions and the transcript
we have a big announcement from the Premier of $1 millions as follows:

of extra money for child care, but out of the child-care sector | ester: ~ Firstly, a$5.1 million cut by means testing for school
of the portfolio the Government is cutting $500 000 per year. bus concessions. That's the way it will go?
How honest is that? Buckby: One of the options that we looked at, to stay out of the

classroom basically in achieving the budget task that
we had to, was to look at, yes, the possibility of
bringing in a. . either a means test or some—we
haven't devised it yet—but a way of saying these
people who can afford to pay within the community

We did have a hint from the Federal Liberal Minister
responsible for child care (Hon. Warwick Smith) a day or two
later in a press release that the Premier had actually reallocat-
ed money that was not new at all. Thank you very much, f | !
Minister! in terms of busing children to school. So that was

Capping of school grants was admitted: $6.4 million in o one...one Opt'on'_ ) ] ) )
1998-99; $13 million the year after; and $19.5 million the The Mlmster seems to be saying that his budget is quite qu_|d,
year after that. According to Minister Buckby’s admission inY€t this is after he has had to spend many months formulating
the Estimates Committee—something that we were ndhe budget; a month after it has come down, when the cuts
told—$19 million would be cut in the third year by capping— have been setin concrete, he is saying, ‘It's been announced
that is, cutting—school grants. If members want to knowPY the Treasurer that this is going to happen; it is in the
what that $19 million actually means, last year parents pai@udget, and the Minister is saying, ‘Itis just an option.” Get
$17 million in school fees. So, the Government intends in th&/OUr act together, Minister. Julia Lester then questioned the

third year to save $19 million. What effect will that have on Minister about reducing teacher numbers over three years and
school fees? the transcript is as follows:

Mr Lewis: They bought a soccer stadium. Lester:  $11.3 million, says thdiser, by reducing teacher
. ; ; numbers over three years. That’s your target?
Ms WHITE: As the member for Hammond interjects, Buckby: We identified that there would be 90 to 100 teachers

they bought a soccer stadium. Indeed! The sum of
$1.2 million will be saved by devolving temporary relief
teacher costs to schools. Temporary relief teachers are those
who come in to replace teachers who are ill or on leave. Our
schools in country regions in particular have a lot of trouble
in attracting temporary relief teachers and, indeed, permanent | gster:
teachers at times. These costs will be devolved onto the
schools—another impost on the schools. The amount of
$1.3 million will be devolved onto schools through having to

that would probably come out of the system, and
again the target that we were given by the Treasurer,
we tried to stay out of the classroom as much as we
possibly could, and this won't affect class sizes, and
it won't affect SSO hours, but there are areas where
we can make some savings.

Can you be specific? How can you cut teachers
without affecting classes?

Oh, there are various areas in terms of curriculum
support and those sorts of areas, Julia.

Buckby:

- S Lester:  What does that mean?
pay energy, water and telephone bills. This is even more gy cipy:  They're not directly in the classroom.
pressure on schools. Lester:  What's curriculum support mean?

That is before we even get to the TAFE cuts: $3 million  Buckby: Well, for instance, within the department here there
in this budget is to be cut from TAFE institutes—not the gg/elfl’ggilf’n'g (‘;\Lhr(r’ich‘J’ﬁjrﬁ] %15”52%“&”21ioftOBf'nsSJ?)B(é?t’
deparf[ment but TAFE.II‘?SlItUteS—I’ISIng up tq $9'5. millionin work for curriculum. There may be chances to be able
the third year. The Minister says that we will do it through to rationalise a bit of that perhaps.
efficiencies. | ask how, and the Minister does not know. Lester: And that would leave teachers without that sort of
Today, in Question Time when | asked about this, still he support, would it? ,

Buckby: Well, not really, it'd just mean that we might slow

vaguely mentioned ‘efficiencies’ and launched into some
technical argument about how we cannot add the saving in
one year to the saving in the second and third years because Lester:
that is not fair. | ask the Minister, ‘How much money will ~ Buckby:
you not be spending over those three years?’ The answer is: Lester:
the saving from year one, the saving from year two and the BUcKDY:
saving from year three. That is what he is not spending

which, if he kept his current budget, he would be spending.

down on research in new curriculum, for instance, for
awhile.

Can we afford to do that—

Oh.

—as an education State?

I mean, the messages | get back from principals when
| talk to them at schools as | go around is that, you
know, ‘Can you do something about the paper war,
because we just can’t keep up with everything?’
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The third issue on which Julia Lester questioned the Ministemembers on 28 May the context, strategies and rationale for
was the cut to school grants and departmental purchases,tass year's budget. In its subsequent contributions to the
follows: debate, the Opposition has in contrast been somewhat nit-

Lester:  $38.9 million, says thadvertiserto be cut over three  Picking, carping, negative and totally policy free; totally
years in school grants and departmental purchasewithout serious alternative to the Government’s fiscal

What won't you be buying? strategies and directions as set out in the budget and its
She asked what the schools would not be buying, and askedccompanying four year forward financial plan.
Lester:  So, schools will buy less? Mr Foley interjecting:
Buckby: That'sright. Well, they’ll. . . have to basicallylookat ~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | would simply ask the member
ways in which they can buy better. for Hart to go back and read through a felansardsand he
It goes on and on. Another issue is relief teachers, discussanight become a little better informed. There is no pointin my
as follows: prolonging the debate by addressing one by one the issues

Lester:  $3 million to be reduced in payments for relief raised by the Opposition, because it has really not raised
teachers. Does that mean you won't be paying reliefanything of substance. Rather—
teachers? Members interjecting:
It goes on and on. | want to draw members’ attentionto acall The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Not only does the Opposition
that came in for the Minister this morning from a personhave no credible alternative policies but its criticism of the
named Abby. | will read this directly, because it brings uppolicy set out in the budget is incoherent and internally
another impact in relation to the planned cut of 30 school#consistent. They criticise us for expenditure reductions,
announced in the budget. The transcript is as follows: even though the key service areas, such as health and
Abby:  Good morning, Julia . I've been listening to your €ducation, have been protected and preserved at expenditure
show a lot lately, and you've been talking a lot about levels in real terms significantly above what they themselves
the financial impact that school closures and educawere spending when they were in office. They criticise us for
tion cutbacks have on families and communities andygising some taxes and charges, even though this still leaves

educators, but not so much the emotional impact. . . . .
Lester:  Now, you were at Port Adelaide Girls’ High School. South Australia well below the national per capita average in

Abby:  Yes, | was. tax levels. They become totally irrational at the thought of
Lester:  And where are you now? selling assets to reduce the crippling debt that this Govern-
Abby:  I'mno longer at school. ment inherited as a result of years of Labor's economic

Lester: And what was the effect of the closure of Port .
Adelaide on you? mismanagement and to thereby ensure that we no longer must

Abby: It was horrific, as it was on all students. There werefind $2 million a day for interest payments. B
77 of us, and it, you know, ranged from minor  Then, to cap off this charade, the Leader of the Opposition
depression, you know;, all the way to a suicide attempthas the temerity to criticise us for a small bottom-line deficit,

Lester: rgz%gl?ge"t?“é ‘;Lthhcfolsgfgsgé% in accrual terms, in the budget for 1998-99, conveniently

Abby:  Yeah. ’ ignoring the way this turns into a surplus in subsequent years.

Lesfer:  Why would that cause someone to attempt to takd he Opposition’s arguments simply belong in fantasy land.
their life? In a budgetary situation where we have just last year achieved

Abby:  Well, itwas . . a very, veryspecial place, and ithad halance, you cannot simultaneously increase expenditure,

a lot of structures set up to allow students to succeed ; ;
and those structures weren't set in place in other'€duce taxes, do nothing about debt levels and still have an

schools. acceptable budget outcome with no increase in the debt. Of
Lester:  And were you supported through all of this? course nothing—
fbbtyi l\éo, Wiwlefel?’td . 9 The Hon. Dean Brown: They think you can.
ester: 0, WNO IooKed arter you . H
Abby:  Well.... | went off to Taperoo High School. The The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, they think they can but that

teachers really didn’t know how to handle us, so welS the formula that, in the past, has proven to be so fatally
were palmed off to counsellors, who also didn’t know flawed for this State. Nothing has changed in Labor’s refusal
how to handle us. And in the end we were lumped onto recognise the simple fact. It was precisely the policy the
one Oflthegormer S,ttaff of PoraAdel?lg%qtan’ ngtﬂ Leader of the Opposition took into the last election. The
o o donl with us. + aipped, and didnt have T8 eader then said that he would have no new or increased
Lester:  Would you have left school when you did if you taxes, make multimillion dollar reductions in a number of
hadn’t swapped schools? existing taxes, hire 1 300 more public servants and still
Abby: I doubtit, I highly doubt it. guarantee a reduction each year in the net debt. It was an
That caller must have highlighted to the Minister the impactincoherent and mathematically—
on real people of these budgetary measures that he has takenMr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. Consistent
So, for the Minister to be saying on radio and publicly as hewith rulings made throughout the evening—
is that these are only options is ridiculous when the budget An honourable member interjecting:
cuts are real, they have occurred and they have been an- The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair wants to hear the point
nounced. of order.
Mr FOLEY: The Premier is commenting on what the
The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human Opposition may or may not do. To be in order the Premier

Services):l move: must talk about his budget, not about what the Labor Party
That the time for moving the adjournment of the House bemay or may not have put to the people at the last election.
extended beyond 10 p.m. Members interjecting:
Motion carried. The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr FOLEY: The Opposition has been pulled up on
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): The Treasurer has similar points of order. | expect the same ruling for the
already described comprehensively and convincingly tdPremier.
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The SPEAKER: Order! It is the Chair’s view that the Governments and the Commonwealth have adopted it or are
noting of grievances and the debate that has followed thim the process of doing so. It is simply more transparent and
noting of expenditure referred in Estimates Committees Agives a better and clearer picture of the Government's
and B is a wide ranging debate. Members on both sides ha¥mances. The Leader of the Opposition’s distaste for accrual
canvassed a wide range of issues and the Premier is freedocounting is just one more example of his clinging despe-
respond to that wide range of issues. rately to outdated and outmoded policies and practices,

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As | mentioned earlier today, because he is incapable of framing any new and convincing
the member for Hart has had this make-over in the lastlternatives.
month. The Leader of the Opposition is going to this soft, An honourable member interjecting:
non-confrontational role and the mantle has been shifted to The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: He doesn’t understand. It is on
the member for Hart. He is wanting to up his profile in anthe same lines as his invoking the views in an earlier debate
aggressive way. It is an interesting phenomenon. | come badk this House of the 1945 royal commission as a reason to
to the budget. It was an incoherent and mathematicallpppose privatisation of electricity assets in
impossible policy then and the Opposition’s response now t@998 circumstances—national competition, national electrici-
this budget has been equally incoherent and mathematicalty market and all. The world moves on in 50 years, even if the
impossible. The Treasurer, when he spoke on this Bill in the.eader of the Opposition’s policies do not. | suggest that, if
House on 28 May, said that he had major concerns about the does not understand accrual accounting, he seek some
Opposition’s fiscal views. In fact, it did not have any. The coaching from other more mentally agile members of his side
Treasurer said: of the House.

We issue a challenge to those magic pudding believers. If you Itis notthe adoption of accrual accounting which has led
oppose asset sales, revenue increases and expenditure reductitosthe Opposition’s wild misrepresentation of this budget.
what is your policy alternative?. I suspect this challenge will be  They simply remain incapable of grasping the basic principles
met with deafening silence. of responsible management of the State’s finances and the
The Treasurer has been proven right in terms of the responsgate’s economy. We as a responsible Government cannot
to the budget debate. Clearly, the Leader of the Oppositioafford the Opposition’s luxury of retreating into fiscal
and most of his colleagues simply do not understand thigantasy. We have to cope with the task of continuing with the
budget and the strategies it puts forward. To be fair to himgestoration and reconstruction of the State’s finances from the
he admitted exactly that in his address to this House ogisaster we inherited from the Labor Government when we
2 June. However, he proceeded to lay the blame for higere elected in 1993.
ignorance on the adoption in the budget papers of accrual At that time, as members would know, the State debt was
accounting presentation which, according to him, preventegut of control and heading to a peak of 28 per cent of Gross
his making valid comparisons to previous budgets andtate Product, towards $9 billion. The budget deficit was over
eliminated program information previously available. This$300 million. We were faced with unfunded superannuation
might have been more convincing had he let his spokespersaiabilities estimated at $4 billion, and still growing—all this
on education into what the Party line was going to be. In hethe result of the mismanagement of those who now sit
contribution to the debate, she said of the shift to aCCI’U&bpposite and carp about our solutions to their problems. We
accounting in the budget papers: have made encouraging progress in four years in fixing this

This is a desirable measure, making it easier to assess the pressituation. The budget is now balanced on an annual basis.
and future obligations to be incurred by the Government andforcingNeany $2 billion has been paid off the debt and nearly
thbﬁg\é?fgpseméooﬂggggg%P?r‘:"etggnsﬁ‘agﬁ;t has to deliver to th%QOO miIIion_off the superannuat?on IiabiIi_ty. But we need i_n

this budget, in our forward financial planning, to build on this

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: base, and we need to do so in light of some significant new

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The health spokesperson as challenges that have emerged. At the risk of some tedious
well. Further, she said: repetition of what the Treasurer has clearly set out, | will
_Inaddition, the accrual method of accounting brings us more intdriefly again go over these challenges and the response
line with best practice standards. strategies that the budget adopts, since the Opposition
| agree. The only trouble is that the Leader’s attitude and thasbviously does not yet understand them or at least is unwill-
of his frontbench are diametrically opposed. ing to admit that it does.

An honourable member interjecting: Having balanced the budget in 1997-98, we undertook a

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The honourable member comes re-examination of future needs within the community and
in late to interject, but thelansardrecord demonstrates how external pressures on the budget. We found a situation in
the Leader put down one position and the shadow Ministewhich revenues were expected to grow at rates more or less
put down another. | suggest that they at least get one consiir line with inflation, while outlays were expected to grow
tent theme and story. We know that they do not have angignificantly faster. There were particular pressures on public
policies, but at least they could get the suggestion right. sector wage costs, in the health sector, and in the increasingly

Mr Foley interjecting: urgent imperative to take further steps to tackle continuing

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. high and unacceptable levels of unemployment. They were
First, the member for Hart will not interrupt when | bring the exacerbated by continuing reductions in the level of
House to order. Secondly, he will restrain himself fromCommonwealth funding to the States and the High Court’s
calling members opposite by their Christian names; they ddecision to rule out business franchise fees.
have titles. Itis in this light that the 1998-99 budget and the four year

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The financial plan that accompanies it set out some changes in our
education spokesman is someone who has putitin a concipelicy mix. The strategy balances a humber of competing
and accurate way. | could not have put it better. That is whypriorities: first, to fund employment initiatives and strategic
we have adopted accrual accounting, that is why all Statafrastructure initiatives that will boost economic and



Tuesday 30 June 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1207

community development; secondly, to maintain and improveservice delivery and into capital works programs delivering
our delivery of public services, especially in the key areagobs. In particular, this budget increases expenditure over
like education and health, most especially to fund demand997-98 in health—an increase of $51 million to
growth in the health sector to upgrade hospitals and t&1 346 million, or up 9 per centin real terms on Labor’s last
maintain the quality of our health care services; thirdly, tobudget. Education expenditure is up $50 million to
fund $400 million in public sector wage increases. $1 909 million, also up 9 per cent in real terms on Labor’s
Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | draw last budget. Expenditure on public order and safety is up
your attention to Standing Order 128—irrelevance or$3 million to $557 million, or a 5 per cent increase in real
repetition. The Premier at the commencement of thiderms on Labor’s last budget, while capital works expenditure

particular section— is up 8 per cent on the 1997-98 figure.
Members interjecting: _ The third prong of the approach is asset sales. Notwith-
The SPEAKER: Order! | must hear this. standing the progress made in the past four years, South

Mr FOLEY: The Premier at the beginning of this section Australia’s debt level is still too high. We cannot afford to
said that he was repeating statements already made to tiigntinue to carry levels of debt so much greater in relative
House. Standing Order 128 provides: terms than those of the other States and to suffer the credit

If a member indulges in irrelevance or tedious repetition ofrating that goes with that status. We need the increased
substance already presented in a debate, the Speaker may directffigsiness confidence and certainty in the State’s economic

member to cease speaking. . environment that will come from turning around the debt
I ask that you enforce Standing Order 128. situation. If we are to generate investment, growth and jobs,
Members interjecting: we need to reduce the cost of capital to the Government and

The SPEAKER: Order! While the Chair is of the view reduce our vulnerability to interest rate rises and other
that that Standing Order refers to repetition in debate, thexternal uncontrollable shocks.
Premier is free to reiterate and go over the subject material The only way to make the necessary quick impact on the
in this particular debate which, | draw to members’ attentiongept level is to sell our electricity assets and to sell them now
is a summary of Estimate Committees A and B. It hasypile there is keen market interest in them. This will be a
covered almost a grievance debate on the part of members gfcuit breaker, enabling us to slash interest costs, to free up
both sides. Itis a free-ranging debate and the Premier is fre@sources to put into the delivery of improved services in the
to canvass subjects raised by members on both sides earligty areas of most concern to the public of South Australia

in the debate. The honourable Premier. such as education, health and law and order, and to minimise
Members interjecting: . _ therisk to the taxpayers of major losses in the new national
The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much audible g|ectricity market. | cannot emphasise too strongly that asset
conversation. sales are a critical part of the overall strategy.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The member for Hart is wanting
to lift his profile. He is working hard on it, constantly—

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Hart

If Parliament rejects the sale of the State’s electricity
assets there will, without question, have to be a mini-budget
to provide up to $150 million per annum in years three and
four of the four year budget strategy. That is simply not a

and also members on my right. threat but a reality. It is in fact a responsible recognition of
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: A further point in the strategy gq,th Australia’s)liinancial situation.p g

was to reduce further debt levels that are still much too high, Let me turn to the employment creation aspects of the

Cgfttilcnﬂ atltso fez g]ilrl:ilgn tr?e %?Zt etg nsen rﬂvtzcrz’di\{vrlgzi na \II:I?J\I{\tlhg:‘ budget. Much of the Opposition’s singularly fact free attack
P 9 9 9. 'on it has been predicated on the allegation that it is, as the

progress is to continue towards the target of eliminating th " . .
unfunded superannuation liabilities by 2024 and to continuérﬁﬂg;g{é?‘? Otﬁapf ;'?g)g %ﬂt d'g;l?v%ﬂﬁer:o\’\;gggo ?ﬂ;"}’:g ifgr

to balance the budget. e . . X
Tormeet tese challenges, we are adoptinga treepronglJ£ 7 o e oremestpinceseninaraming s et
approach: a responsible policy mix of revenue increases, 9 J '

- ) - at we acknowledge are unacceptably high levels of
expenditure reductions and asset sales. Raising taxes aﬂﬁemployment. Itis a budget with a clear focus on jobs—a

charges was a hard decision but a necessary one. It still leavgs - .
Sout% Australia as the third lowest tax Sta?é on a per capitF ct (;md(_elrlgeg by t_he_ sepa;ate employm_e nt lstatement Vl\"th
etaile escription of programs involving nearly

basis, $130 below the national average. | reiterate that Sou o -
Australians are taxed $130 per head lower than the nation oboso million of expenditure over three years to create 4 500

average, and | stress this point because of the amount of tHIS . . ,
Before | go further into this Government’s employment

House’s time the Leader of the Opposition wasted the other . >~ -
day arguing a bizarre and convoluted case involving avera itiatives, let us reflect briefly on the employment record of_
e last Labor Government. The man who now berates this

based t-of-date CPI fi d, for all we knowy, : . -
wages based on ourot-care gures anc, for a twe Kno dget on the score of job creation was Minister for Employ-

measurements that simply do not bring about an equation— h Lead f th o L heck
equation that clearly demonstrates that they understand &Nt the current Leader of the Opposition. Let us chec
ome of the facts. Under the stewardship of the Leader of the

policy mix that has been put in place and why we are OIOirl%pposition as Minister for Employment, the number of

Sso. !
The fact of having a tax level $130 below the nationalUNémployed South Australians grew by 35 000 people. The
ynemployment rate—

average is incontrovertible, despite what the Leader of th . .
Opposition might want to say in repositioning that fact. The ~ Mr Foley: That was during a recession.

fact is that he was unable to do so. We have needed to restrain The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Here is the excuse coming out
expenditure, but we have done so in a responsible an@ow.

focused way. More resources are going into key areas of Mr Foley: An international recession.
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The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: So, we are going to excuse itall only person in Australia who has not heard of the Asian crisis
now. Come on the member for Hart! The unemployment rateand what it is doing to economic growth globally and
in South Australia rose from 7 per cent to 11.8 per cent undemationally. Why South Australia should be expected to be
the Leader of the Opposition. The number of South Austexempt from that only the Leader can explain. However, he
ralians in full-time employment fell by 35 900 and the youth now appears to understand the principle that to generate jobs
unemployment rate in the State grew from 17.6 per cent tave need to generate economic growth. He said, ‘Labor would
40.6 per cent under the Leader of the Opposition as Ministeseek to grow the economy to get more people back to work.’
for Employment. That is the track record of the Leader of théNell, he might not have any policies that would achieve
Opposition when he was Minister for Employment. It is athat—he certainly has not in that speech or at any other time
pretty lousy track record. put any forward—but give him enough time and coaching

This puts into the right perspective the Leader’s qualificaand | guess the light might dawn.
tions to criticise our budget for the way in which it addresses He reaches the startling conclusion that there is a link
jobs. Nonetheless, since he goes on about this issue, let rbetween economic growth and jobs growth. We realised that
spell out for him some of the ways in which this budget will link a long time ago and that is why we have consistently
generate employment. It continues the highly successful Staggven priority, as we continue to do so in this budget, to
Government traineeship scheme, which will generate apolicies which will improve the business climate and assist
additional 2 400 traineeships over the next two years. Ithe private sector to create economic growth and jobs in
expands the small business employer incentive scheme [8outh Australia.
committing an additional $6 million in the next two years.  For example, we are encouraging export growth with
This will fund an extra 1 500 trainees in the small businessargeted market development assistance and the efforts of the
sector. It expands the self-starter grants to provide busine§tate’s overseas offices network which we have significantly
start-up funds to mature aged unemployed persons andeékpanded. Last year, South Australia led the nation in export
expands the community at work scheme. growth—11.3 per cent compared with the national average

Less directly, many more of the budget initiatives will alsoof 4.1 per cent. Our call centre and back office strategy has
generate jobs. A few examples include the second phase sficceeded in establishing an entire new industry sector in
the minerals exploration initiative which will flow through South Australia; the Food for the Future strategy will triple
to exploitation of the discoveries and this will create jobs,the value of food industry production by 2010; the Capital
although if the Opposition’s Federal colleagues get a chandgity Development Program is a blueprint for the future of
to put their policies on uranium in place first the outcomesAdelaide which will stimulate investment in the city centre;
might be somewhat diluted. We are doubling domestiche Education Industry Development Council that we have
market expenditure in tourism. There is a range of importang¢stablished aims to double the number of overseas full fee
infrastructure projects: for example, $10 million on Kangaroopaying students studying in this State which will pump more
Island; $100 million on the Darwin railway link; $55 million than $200 million into the South Australian economy.
to expand the Convention Centre; together with the 8 per cent There is good evidence that policies such as these are
overall increase in the capital works budget—a strong andlready having their effect on economic growth. Some of the
carefully targeted program that will support some 20 000State’s economic indicators are now quite positive. Business
jobs. investment, the most important lead indicator of future levels

Mr Brokenshire: And the Southern Expressway. of economic activity, is at historically high levels. Last year,

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Indeed the Southern Expressway private new capital expenditure in the State rose 29 per cent,
is also on the list, which the member made sure was on thihe strongest growth amongst all the States and the trend
capital works list. The main point about job creation, whichcontinues upwards. This is a stark contrast to the depressed
the Opposition consistently has been unable or unwilling tdusiness climate that the Labor Government’s policies had
grasp, is that the Government cannot somehow go out arréduced us to in 1993. Business investment levels in that year
buy jobs. Seventy per cent of public sector agencies’ budgetsll to their lowest level since the mid 1980s, as the business
already go on wages. Any State Government is limited irsector lost all confidence in Labor’s financial and economic
what it can do off its own back to ensure more jobs. Deciinanagement, and we have been paying the price in economic
sions by the private sector, the Commonwealth Governmersind jobs growth ever since.
and global economic impacts outside our control, such as we The migration exodus from South Australia has slowed
have seen in the Asian financial crisis over the past year, adramatically to 3 400 last year, or the lowest level in five
the main influences on employment creation. What we cagears. Again, this is in stark contrast to the situation of
do and the core responsibility of the State Government is t€993-94 when annual departures reached nearly 8 000 as
try to establish and maintain a competitive business envirorpeople voted with their feet against Labor's economic
ment which will encourage productive, job creating invest-mismanagement and business depressive policies in the wake
ment—an environment determined by factors such asef the State Bank collapse.
business taxes, wage costs, land costs, the cost of living and Growth in retail trade in South Australia outstrips growth
business confidence in the Government’s economic manageationally. So does growth in the housing industry with
ment. dwelling commencements in the year to the March quarter up

It is private sector activity which generates economic33 per cent compared with the national average of
growth and economic growth which generates jobs. Thd1l per cent. Telstra’s most recent small business survey
Leader made much in his address on this budget of the fashowed South Australian small businesses more positive
that the budget papers reduce the estimate of economabout future prospects than those of any other State. Most
growth in the State in the current financial year to 2.75 peimportantly, jobs are being created. All job advertisement and
cent from the initial forecast of 3 per cent at the time thevacancy surveys conducted by the ANZ and by the Australian
budget for 1997-98 was brought down, and further reduce thBureau of Statistics have shown strong positive trends at rates
growth forecast for next year to 2.5 per cent. He must be thabove the national average.
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Clearly, economic indicators and trends like these do notealistic strategies for generating jobs and economic growth
just fall out of the sky. They happen because the Governmeifior South Australia.
is getting its financial and economic policy settings right. Motion carried.
This budget continues in that tradition, continuing to create The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | move:
a conducive business environment for private sector activity That the remainder of the Bill be agreed to.
and getting on with the job of reconstructing the State’s \1otion carried.
finances. Itis a responsible budget. It consolidates the hard i) read a third time and passed.
work of the previous four years and stays on the path of fiscal
responsibility. It is a budget that does not flinch from the hard ADJOURNMENT
decisions, but it is fair to say that it is a fair budget to the
community. It balances the Government’s social and financial At 10.25 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
obligations and, most importantly, is based on real and July at 2 p.m.



