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There is a whole category of people, who were previously
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY able to use the old CES to get a job, who will now be

charged, or who are potentially able to be charged, for that
Thursday 2 July 1998 service. Let us take a typical example in my electorate of a
middle-aged blue collar worker who worked at the Islington
railway workshops, who was retrenched as a result of the
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chairat  privatisation of AN and who received one or two years of
10.30 a.m. and read prayers. redundancy pay. That person is precluded from being paid
unemployment benefits until he has used up the equivalent
EMPLOYMENT AGENTS REGISTRATION (FEES) number of weeks of his redundancy pay. That person who
AMENDMENT BILL obviously would still be looking for work is not eligible for
free assistance through the Commonwealth Government's
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith) obtained leave and intro- private job provider network.
duced a Bill for an Act to amend the Employment Agents  \Women who have been out of the paid work force for

Registration Act 1993. Read a first time. some time rearing their children who wish to seek to re-enter
Mr CLARKE: | move: the work force are not eligible for this free service. Many
That this Bill be now read a second time. people, particularly in this State, are part-time employees who

The origin of this Bill is as a result of the abolition of the old wish to seek full-time employment. They want to increase the

Commonwealth Employment Service (CES) from 1 May thig?umber of hours they work in order to survive. They are not
year by the Howard Liberal Government. With the death ofentitled to this free service either. A student looking for work
the Commonwealth Employment Service, for the first timgS NOt entitled to this free service. A newly arrived migrant,
in over 50 years in Australia’s history we have seen the los¥ho has been barred from social security benefits for at least
of universal and free access by all persons who wish to sed/© years under the Howard Government's proposals, is not
the services of the CES for employment purposes. Tho igible for free access to the private job provider market. A

services were available to every person in Australia withouP€sOn Who is on the six week waiting list to be declared

qualification and whether unemployed or employed. eligible for unemployment benefits is not entitled to this free
The current Act, the Employment Agents Registration Actservice.

1993, provides a’ loophole whereby private employmer’l_% My legislation simply seeks to bring South Australia into

agents can charge fees to people looking for work who warr. - with that which applies in New South Wales and
9 9 peop 9 ueensland which provides that an employment agent cannot

to use their services. The relevant section of the principal Ac harge a prospective employee for helping that person to find

is section 20, which basically provides that an up-front fe% iob. Under the present circumstances, as at 1 May when |

ggggﬁéﬁ%ﬁﬁ:iﬂ%g‘ztﬁ :‘Jg:gnb; t %geggtisv'tece?;' t|)§ ;nea;i ke to a large number of private consultant companies, |
prosp pioy s told confidently that over 90 per cent of them did not

an employment agent and that that deposit can be deductg arge any fee whatsoever to any prospective employee for

from any final fee that is charged to an employee once ﬁnding them a job, that they got their money from the

position has been found for that person. employer. Of course, that was in the context of the Common-
A whole range of problems has arisen as a result of thgeaith Employment Service offering a universal free service
abolition of the CES on 1 May. In the press of recent Week1°'ight throughout Australia with major offices not only
we hﬁve seen just what a shemozzle the Howard Goveriaitered throughout the metropolitan area but also in regional
ment's proposals in this area have turned out to be witlsq ;ih Australia. That acted as a competitive pressure on these
private !ob providers not getting sufficient referrals throggh rivate agents.
Centrelink to the stage where a number of those private \yhat | seek to do by way of this legislation is to prevent
providers fear bankruptcy. There is also the position wherg, y|sitation. | wrote to the President of the Recruitment and
unemployed persons who are eligible for free service throu@ﬁounselling Services Association on 14 May this year
the private job provider network are having to travel from ON€anclosing a copy of my Bill and asking for comment. To this
location to another at considerable cost and inconvenience Hate, | have not even had a telephone call from that organisa-

apply for positions. tion. So, | can only assume from their silence that they are not
Unfortunately, my Bill does not address that matter. Thergyarticularly concerned about my legislation.
is not much that a State Parliament can do in that area, This does not seek simply to put a piece of legislation into
because this was a decision of the Federal Governmep’(ace against a hypothetica| rip_off that might occur some
stupidly and callously to cut out the Commonwealth Employ-time in the future. In Western Australia, which has similar
ment Service which, as | said earlier, provided a universal anggislation to that in New South Wales, which bars employ-
free service to all persons in this country who were lookingment agents from charging fees, there was publicity about
for jobs that were on its books. three months ago, just prior to the CES being abolished,
The present rules provided by the Howard Governmendlthough the decision had been taken and was well known.
say that if you are an unemployed person and qualify undek young tradesman who was already in employment but who
the Federal Government guidelines you can access a free j@las wanting to look for alternative employment went to the
seeking service through the private job provider network otocal CES office. He saw that a position was available that he
through the Government's own institution, Employmentmight like to apply for and he sought information. The CES
National, but that operates on a commercial basis and iofficers said that they could not handle his matter any more
competition with the private sector and it does not offer anybecause they were in the process of winding down. He was
free services either. So, it is only if you qualify under thereferred to a private job provider.
Federal Government guidelines that you are eligible to The private job provider told the young man that he did
receive a free service. not qualify for any free assistance. The job provider gets $250
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for every successful placement it makes, but the applicant hagljourned after the introduction of a Bill. It is not a motion:
to meet criteria, namely, being unemployed for a specifiedt is a Bill. | am compelled by Standing Orders to adjourn the
period of time and qualifying under the Government'sdebate. The member will have an opportunity to speak on the
guidelines. If the young man wanted that information, the jomext day of private members’ business.

provider would give it to him, but it would cost him $220.  Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
That is totally wrong. That company had to back off because Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order. What

it was against State law to do that. | want to make sure tha§tanding Order is that, Sir?

the same thing happens in South Australia. The SPEAKER: The member can look up the Standing

Because of the shemozzle that the Howard Governmer@rder. Standing Orders are available to the member.
has created, the temptation for a number of private agents will Mr ATKINSON: Sir, you have made a ruling.
be to charge all these categories of people who currently fall The SPEAKER: | understand that it applies equally to
outside the Federal Government guidelines for people whGovernment and private members’ business.
qualify for free assistance because the job provider can get Mr ATKINSON: It may apply, but | would have thought
money from the Government if the applicants are successfullghat in your role as Speaker, with the advice of the Clerk, you
placed in employment. The whole notion of the Howardwould be able to point the House to the Standing Order that
Government’s concept is flawed because the private providequires that. In the absence of that, Sir, | do not see how
ers are under pressure to meet overdrafts and other costsyour ruling can stand.

They will try to place only those people who are market- The SPEAKER: | will advise the member of the Standing
able, who have the required skills, who are conversant iOrder number. The member has been here long enough to
English as a first language, who are skilled tradespersons @now the procedures of the House and that we traditionally
who are computer literate, because they are more easifjjways adjourn the debate after the introduction of a Bill. |
placed and the job providers can get their payments far monefer to Standing Order 238.
quickly from the Commonwealth Government than by Mr ATKINSON: Thank you for referring me to the
looking after a migrant woman who has poor English skills,Standing Order, Sir. It is most helpful.
for example. That person is potentially long-term unemployed
and, whilst a higher fee is payable by the Government if thatEVIDENCE (SEXUAL OFFENCES) AMENDMENT
person is successfully placed, because of the amount of time BILL
and effort it would take to place that person in a job, the
private providers will go for high volume, quick throughput, ~ Mr ATKINSON (Spence) obtained leave and introduced
more marketable people in our society so that they can g& Bill for an Act to amend the Evidence Act 1929.
paid. The SPEAKER: Under Standing Orders, the honourable

| urge all members to support the Bill. It is self- member must have a Bill.
explanatory. Clause 2 repeals those sections of the principal Mr ATKINSON:  There are two versions of the Bill.
Act which allow for the payment of a fee to be requested byParliamentary Counsel has promised to send over the correct
a private employment agent. It states categorically that aversion. The Attendants are in the course of getting it.
employment agent must not demand or receive any fee from The SPEAKER: Itis private members’ time. The Chair
a person in respect of seeking or obtaining employment fogan only conduct the House on motions that are presented and
that person, including listing a person as someone seekirfgn the procedures according to Standing Orders. Itis not the
employment. Clause 3 provides for recovery of unauthorise§hair’s fault that we do not have a Bill.
fees. It states that such fees are recoverable in a competentMr ATKINSON: | will introduce itin the form in which
court of jurisdiction. the Attendants and Parliamentary Counsel have provided it

Clause 4 contains transitional provisions. According toto the Clerk. He has a Bill with him now.
many of the major companies that | have spoken to about this The SPEAKER: If that is the Bill that the member wishes
Bill, 90 per cent of them claim that they would not charge ato introduce, that is fine.
fee to any applicant, so there should not be a great hassle. Mr ATKINSON: Thank you, Sir.

However, if there are one or two examples, clause 4 provides Bill read a first time.

a transitional provision whereby existing agreements can be Mr ATKINSON: | move:

honoured but, from the date of the Bill coming into effect, all ~ That this Bill be now read a second time.

subsequent arrangements along the basis of a fee for servicer about a year now the Opposition has been wanting to
would be unlawful and cannot be collected. If a contract is irchange the law of evidence to grant conditional privilege for
place, it will remain in place for its duration. arape counsellor’s notes in a sexual assault trial. We want to

As | have said, the Bill is self-explanatory. It seeks tobalance an alleged rape victim's reasonable expectation of
avoid what will become an area of exploitation arising as @rivacy with the accused’s right to a fair trial.
direct result of the abolition of the Commonwealth Employ- | asked the Minister representing the Attorney-General
ment Service, and of the financial pressures on private joBbout this last year when the New South Wales Parliament
providers. It is an area of growth for sharp-eyed busineswas considering a Bill to protect confidential communications
practitioners, and | want it stamped out before it arisesfrom being revealed in trials. Under the New South Wales
Examples can be found in other States of this type oBill, atrial judge had the discretion to exclude evidence such
exploitation, and | want South Australia to stamp on it beforeas a rape counsellor’s notes if it were not probative of the
it arises and becomes a blot on our reputation. accused’s guilt or innocence. The New South Wales Bill

protects many confidential communications in addition to

Ms WHITE (Taylor): 1wish to speak only briefly on this those specified in clause 2 of my Bill. The New South Wales
Bill. Bill extends to confidential communications with a journalist.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Taylor will We raised this issue because it has become common in
resume her seat. Standing Orders provide that debate must®euth Australian rape trials for defence counsel to try to
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introduce into evidence a rape counsellor’'s notes and otherunk or too high on drugs to know what they were doing,
records that contain personal information about which thehe Hon. K.T. Griffin is in favour of complete acquittal
victim might reasonably expect to be granted privacy(although the Independents and his own Party room are
Defence counsel does this not so much because these recosti®ving him in the right direction on this).
might tend to exculpate the accused at the trial but for the When it comes to a householder in his home using such
purpose of persuading the alleged victim to withdrawmagnitude of force against a burglar or housebreaker as he
charges. A rape trial is difficult enough for the alleged victimgenuinely believes is necessary in the circumstances, the Hon.
without her having to undergo an examination of herk.T. Griffin lines up as the political advocate of the burglar.
counselling notes, her diaries and her medical records. It By whatever means the Opposition seeks to protect the
common enough in the aftermath of a rape for the victim taeasonable expectations to privacy of rape victims or other
blame herself, not because the accused did not commit thsxual assault victims, the Attorney-General will say we are
rape but because she thinks she might have avoided thatong. Whatever form of words we use, whatever model we
situation. put forward, no matter what law elsewhere in the English
It is this understandable and entirely innocent selfspeaking world we copy, the Attorney-General will order
accusation or self-loathing the defence counsel seeks taembers opposite to vote against it because it is an Opposi-
exploit for the purpose of hip and shouldering the allegedion Bill. If we wait for a Government Bill on rape counsel-
victim out of the trial or, should the trial go ahead, attackingling notes, we will be waiting until the Hon. K.T. Griffin
the credibility of the alleged victim or raising a reasonableleaves politics or is overcome in Cabinet by the civilised and
doubt in the mind of the jury that the alleged victim might decent Minister for Human Services who supports us on this
have asked for the sexual assault. | accept that there are somatter.
cases in which these personal records may be probative of a In February, the Attorney promised a Government Bill on
not guilty verdict. For instance, the accusation of sexuagelf-induced intoxication to be introduced in the budget
assault may arise out of recovered memory therapy that the:ssion. The Bill was in response to an Opposition Bill on the
alleged victim has undergone with a psychiatrist. Thesame topic, but we are well into the budget session and where
prosecution might be alleging that the accused committed thig it? Yesterday, the Attorney-General told the House that he
sexual assault a generation ago and the alleged victim had nedd had a discussion paper prepared on self-induced intoxica-
remembered the assault until the recent therapy. In that kingon as an excuse for crime and, when he was satisfied with
of case, the counselling notes would be highly relevant. Thahe discussion paper and not before, he would have two
is why the Bill has been drafted to give the trial judge aalternate Bills drafted on the matter. This is the Attorney-
discretion whether to admit the evidence. General's filibuster in defence of self-induced intoxication
The records requested by defence counsel must hgith drink or drugs as an excuse for crime.
produced by the alleged victim's counsellor, through the Government members should realise that there will always
prosecution to the judge, who will study the records privatelybe some pettifogging reason from our Attorney-General why
before deciding whether to admit them or part of them. Somenhey should not vote for Opposition criminal law Bills that
people involved in rape counselling will say it is traumatic foraccord with the values of the great majority of South
the alleged victim to have anyone reading these counsellinustralians. The Model Criminal Code Officers Committee
notes—yes, even the frial judge. | understand rape counsedaid this of the kind of Bill I have introduced:
ling centres in New South Wales have refused to present 1.\ ouid allow the judicial officer to balance the interests of
counselling notes to the trial judge so that he can considehe complainant and the need to protect her privacy against the right
whether to exercise his discretion to exclude. The Opposief the defendant to have access to evidence that may supply a
tion’s Bill gives the final say on admission of the notes to the'eéasonable doubt as to his guilt.
trial judge unencumbered by the extensive guidelines in thether jurisdictions that have inherited British law have had
equivalent Canadian legislation. this debate—a debate the Attorney-General will try to deny
The Attorney-General's answer to my parliamentaryus by interminable adjournments.
question of a year ago was that the Model Criminal Code |n Canada, the parliamentary secretary to the Minister of
Officers Committee of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-justice said in the House of Commons on the use of counsel-
General was looking at the matter. The Attorney said:  ling records to attack an alleged victim's credibility:

The committee will be reporting to the Standing Committee of  Haye we ever heard of a police officer testifying at a trial and

Attorneys-General by the end of year. Once the Model Criminabeing required to disclose his medical records or to talk about his sex
Code Officers Committee has reported, the Government willife in order to establish his credibility as a witness?

consider its position on the matter. .
The parliamentary secretary warned the House that, unless a

" = ' Bill of this kind were passed, the future of rape counselling
recommend a conditional privilege based on legal profession

L ) . was in doubt. He said:
al privilege, and that recommendation will now go to the

; ; _ Some claimants will decide not to participate as witnesses in the
Standing Committee of Attorneys-General. But, eVenprosecution. Some may decide not to report an offence to the police.

if SCAG were to act much more swiftly than it normally Ghers may report to the police but forgo the counselling or treatment
does, our inert Attorney-General is unlikely to act in thisessential to their recovery and wellbeing due to fears that these
century. When it comes to granting a victim of crime the rightpersonal records, whet_her generated before or after the offence, will
to address a sentencing judge about the effect of the crime 6iqt Pe kept private during the court process.

him or her, the Hon. K.T. Griffin is against it. When it comes This is a point made in South Australia by women associated
to giving the victim of a serious and violent crime a statutorywith Yarro Place, the North Adelaide Centre for Sexual
right to know when the criminal is about to be released fromAssault Counselling. They say counsellors have been
prison, the Hon. K.T. Griffin is against it. When it comes to imprisoned by trial judges for refusing to disclose their notes
ensuring that the perpetrators of violent crimes are noivritten when counselling the alleged victim. Some counsel-
completely acquitted because they plead that they were tdors do not ask a range of questions useful in rape counselling
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for fear of receiving answers they would be required to Mr HANNA: | have a procedural motion that | believe

disclose at the trial. Obedience by a counsellor to a coutiakes precedence, Sir.

order for disclosure may damage the trust between the The SPEAKER: Is it a point of order?

counsellor and the alleged victim. Mr HANNA: Itis a procedural motion and | believe that
These are all reasons why the trial judge should have # takes precedence over other debate.

discretion after reading the notes to exclude the evidence on The SPEAKER: | ask the honourable member to put it

the ground that it is not relevant to the trial or probative of thein the form of a point of order.

accused’s guilt. The Bill before the House amends section 34i Mr HANNA: As a point of order, Sir, | seek your ruling.

of the Evidence Act so it would now provide: | intend to move that Standing Orders be so far suspended to

In proceedings in which a person is charged with a sexu llow further debate on the second reading of this Bill

offence, no evidence shall be asked or evidence admitted— orthwith.
(a) as to the sexual reputation of the alleged victim of the offence; The SPEAKER: | could allow that, yes.
or Mr HANNA: |so move, Sir.

(b) except with the leave of the judge, as to the alleged victim’'s The SPEAKER: So, you are moving that Standing Orders
sexual activities before or after the events of and surrounding thge so far suspended as to allow further debate on this Bill?
alleged offence (other than recent sexual activities with the accused); Mr HANNA: Yes. Sir

or i .
(c) except with the leave of the judge, as to any communication The SPEAKER: I'have counted the House. As there is

(whether written or oral) made by the alleged victim for the purpose@n absolute majority of the whole number of the members
of or in the course of relevant counselling and any records of sucpresent, | accept the motion.

counselling. Mr MEIER: On a point of order—

(2) Ajudge must not grant leave under subsection (1)(b) or (C) unless The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is on his feet. Is it
satisfied that the evidence in question should be admitted in thegq ) qed?

interests of justice (because it is of substantial probative value . . .
and that this substantially outweighs the public interest in— Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, my point of order is that |

(a) ensuring that the alleged victims of sexual offences are ng/ould ask you to recount the House.
subjected to unnecessary distress, humiliation or embarrass- Members interjecting:
ment through the asking of questions or admission of The SPEAKER: Order!

evidence of the kind referred to in the subsection; and Mr MEIER: | do not believe the count was 24
(b) encouraging the reporting of sexual offences; and Members ihterjecting' '

(c) in relation to material described in subsection (1)(c), encour- . ; ;
aging the victims of sexual assault to obtain counselling ag The SPEAKER: Order! We will start again. The member
soon as possible after the event. or Flinders cannot leave the Chamber.
Members interjecting:

Application for leave would be heard in the absence of a jury, The SPEAKER: Order! | have counted the House again
if there were a jury. The Opposition does not claim to be ' .

. L T o . and, there not being an absolute majority, the motion lapses.
infallible in this process of adjusting our criminal law. We Mr CONLON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker
think we have a worthwhile change. If the House thinksiit i hen you origiﬁally counted the House y’ou counted én
worthwhile, then we should pass the second reading and o]

. . ; solute majority. | can guarantee that since that time | have
down to the job of making the change word perfect in theobserved a change in the number of members in the House.

Committee stage. That is the purpose for which the Commitr : - :
- X I ask you to abide by your original count, because | give you
tee stage exists. | believe that the members for Elder a y honest guarantee that | have observed a change in the

('\:A'tfnhrﬁil,lﬂ havenggecdmﬁ]mﬁt tmhe?/n[\)’\l(?u'gq “kﬁ t\? movﬁtrzgn_umberof members in the House since you took that count.
0 €¢, a overnme €mbers may nave a co Y The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has

tion to make. Even the member for Unley may have SOM€made his point. The Chair was in error. If anything, the

thing to say, however minimal. numbers have increased in the Chamber, but the Chair was
Members should not be fooled by the Attorney-General'sy error when we made the count. The suspension is not
promise that the Government will act on this. The Attorney-agreed to because there is not the required number.
General's idea of private members’ time is discussion of =\ HANNA: On a point of order, Sir, | ask for a quorum;
standing committee reports and motions congratulatinggre is not a quorum in the House. Perhaps the Speaker can
sporting teams. Let us get on with using private members,qyise me on the correct wording, but | call for a quorum
time to its full potential. If the Attorney-General thinks that right now.
he can do better than this .BiII, let us have no more school ™ The SPEAKER: The problem is that there is a quorum.
prefect putdowns from him. Let us have Governments| can help the honourable member, what usually happens
amendments in the Committee stage. | ask the House to giyg that, through the operation of the Whips in anticipation of
the Bill a second reading. this type of motion, members are either taken out of the
Mr HANNA: | have a procedural motion, Sir. Chamber until the number of members in the House is below
The SPEAKER: | will just make a quick comment from that required for a quorum and then a quorum is called, or the
the Chair before we adjourn this debate, and it relates to thé/hips get the numbers in so that there are 24 members in the
comments made earlier by the honourable member when héouse so that the motion is successful. Usually, to hop up and
was introducing his Bill. The honourable member is responmove a motion like that, without having prepared the way,
sible for his own BIll: it is not the responsibility of the causes the difficulty the House is in at the moment. We need
Chamber officers, Attendants or Parliamentary Counsel. 24 members in the House to suspend Standing Orders.
also point out that the honourable member will need to amend Mr HANNA: There were 24 members present, and you
the Bill in Committee to get it into the form in which he counted so.
wants, as we introduced a Bill initially and the honourable The SPEAKER: No, | have explained on the record the
member is bringing in a second Bill. The honourable membeerror that the Chair made. There were not 24 members in the
for Goyder. House at the time.
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Mr HANNA: Sir, we are being cheated of the rightto DOOR-TO-DOOR SALES (EMPLOYMENT OF
speak in this place, and | will not stand for that. CHILDREN) BILL

The SPEAKER: No, you are not. You are not at all. We .
are tied to the Standing Order that there must be 24 members MrS GERAGHTY  (Torrens)  obtained leave and
present in the House, and the Whips have an opportunity dftreduced a Bill for an Act to regulate the employment of
bringing in the numbers to ensure we have them, so that evefjildren in door-to-door selling. Read a first time.

member gets his right to speak. The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much audible
conversation in the Chamber.
Mrs GERAGHTY: | move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr HANNA: | am being refused my right to speak

because of trickery. | will not have it.

The SPEAKER: Order! If the member does not resume This Bill is to provide protection for children who sell goods

his seat, he will be named on the spot.
Mr Hanna interjecting:

door to door. When the issue of children selling door to door
and being at risk was first raised with me, | assumed that

some form of protection was afforded to them either through
_ The SPEAKER: Order! If the member does not resume e |egislative or industrial award processes. After months of
his seat he will be named on the spot and he will not be hergyensive investigation and discussions, it appears this is not
for later in the afternoon. the case. | found no legislative or, certainly, no obvious
Mr Hanna interjecting: industrial award that sets the standard for work practices
The SPEAKER: Order! yvhere children are employed in the door-to-door sgles
. . industry, and | believe it has not been for the lack of trying
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. o, the part of many but instead because of the difficulties
Having found that there were 24 members present in thgssociated with the variety of industries in which children
House, on What'baS|s other than the instruction from thg,k The reasons for those concerns are many. We have
Government Whip did you re-count the House? Would yoy,ery young children working in this industry, as young as 10
re-count the House upon request from any member? years of age, even though those | spoke to in the industry
The SPEAKER: Yes. have a recommended minimum age of 12 years, but they
Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, could | seek leave to make a'®duire no proof of age. . .
personal explanation? Supervision is of great concern to most in the community.
. ) There are many stories of children being lost in suburbs who
. The SPEAKER: No, we are dealing with the matter that 56 sought the assistance of householders because they have
is before the Chamber at the moment. Someone needs {0 seen their supervisor for long periods of time. We must
move the adjournment of the second reading. ask: what level of protection is that? | raised with an employ-

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

The House divided on the motion:

er the practice of children entering factories and wandering
around industrial sites. Although the employer does not
support the practice, it still happens and, as one factory owner
who rang me said, even though he shoos them out, who is

AYES (25) responsible if they injure themselves on his premises and,
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. again, what level of supervision is that?
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. Such discussions about our working children have
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. continued over long periods of time—years, in fact—so this
Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M. is not new, but little has changed for these children and with
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. the growth of child labour in the door-to-door selling industry
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. it is time to deal with this matter now. We in this Parliament
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. through this Bill can ensure that for children working in the
Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A. door-to-door sales industry appropriate standards and
McEwen, R. J. Meier, E. J. (teller) safeguards are in place. We can provide protection and proper
Olsen, J. W. Penfold, E. M. work practices whilst children are involved in such employ-
Scalzi, G. Such, R. B. ment.
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. This Bill addresses the genuine concern shared by many
Wotton, D. C. in the community. Its function is to minimise the risk to

NOES (21) young children who walk the streets and enter properties not

Atkinson, M. J. (teller)  Bedford, F. E. knowing who will open the doors on which they knock, and

Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. to ensure appropriate levels of supervision for their safety
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. whilst they carry out that work. The Collections for Charit-
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. able Purposes Code of Practice discusses the level of
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. supervision required and the age of children collecting for
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. charities. A registered fundraising agent or a charity that fails
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. to observe the code risks losing its licence, but children
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. employed or subcontracted by a private company, even
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. though the company donates a sum of money to the charity,
Thompson, M. G. White, P. L. are not afforded such a level of protection, simply because the
Wright, M. J. company owns the goods.

L It should not matter whether children are employed by a
Majority of 4 for the Ayes. charitable organisation, a registered fundraising agent or a

Motion thus carried. private employer. There should be the same appropriate
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levels of protection in law for all children. A document |  Some country members may have concerns about this Bill
came across while researching this issue, in part, states: in relation to the age aspect. Country communities are great
The issue of child supervision has been discussed in some detdnd-raisers for all sorts of activities, and the children love
with the proprietor of a firm which operates as a fundraising agentto participate. However, it is more than likely it will be our
Advice has been received that door-to-door sales by children argity children who will be selling in those country members’

supervised on the basis of one adult supervisor generally per four ‘e fr ; : ;
five children with each child allocated to one residential block. No%wns. Itis frightening when country people fing saying they

children under the age of 12 are employed and they are in visuafnOW of children who were dropped off at the outskirts of
contact with the supervisor every 10 or 15 minutes. their town and told to meet up in the main street. Where is the

It goes on to state: supervision in these situations, given that some of these
R . . . country towns are quite large and very unfamiliar to the
Of course, it is difficult to establish with any certainty that

: e . / child? Clearly, they are at risk.
responsible supervision has occurred in practice. . ! . .
P P P Given that | have attempted in the Bill to set a standard for

Clearly, that is not the situation in our community now. In 5 minimum age and level of supervision that | believe best
fact, when | raised the issue about the frequency of time tha{gryes to safeguard children who sell door to door, | do say
a child should be sighted with one of the merchants, it wasyjthout an adult by their side’. Clause 6 of the Bill directs
indicated to me that, by the time they drive around and seg,e sypervisor of the child to make contact with that child at
the number of children they are supervising—which is greatefyeryals of not less than 20 minutes. So, the supervisor will
than the number | have just mentioned—it is impossible tq o\ the whereabouts of the child, unlike the present
do that within 20 minutes. So, all the right things are said buk;yation, where we have children lost because the supervisor
little commitment is given to put the welfare of the child first. does not know where they are—and, in many cases, nor does
Itis just all too slipshod and left to chance and hope. So, t¢he child. This clause is of particular relevance, as the practice
date, for children employed or subcontracted by a privatgstly is for children to sell away from their own neighbour-
company, it certainly appears that there is little protectionpgod ” where they can be in unfamiliar surroundings, not
and it is for this reason that | introduce this Bill in this House-knowing where to seek help should the need arise.

Sadly, the need for this Billis yet again highlighted by the |y yiew of the fact that city children are at times taken to
report in theAdvertiserof 18 June this year about the young country regions of South Australia to sell door to door—and,
lass who was robbed at knife point while working in an one occasion of which | am aware, taken interstate—the
country area. Distressingly, this appears to be not the firggye| of supervision and the suitability of the supervisor
occasion on which these children have been robbed Qiannot easily be dismissed. Personally, | must say | find the
assaulted while selling door to door. It is to the discredit ofgractice of taking suburban children to country regions for the
those N the |ndu3try, g|Ven that th|S haS OCCUI’red n the pasburpose of Sel“ng door to door a most deplorable practice,
that little has been done by way of any self-regulatoryznq it is one that needs to be re-thought by the industry.
mechanisms to improve their work practices. Those whayrely it would be far wiser, if the industry wants to trade in
derive an income by employing children in this type ofthe country, to employ local children who know their own
industry must then be forced to provide a safer level oknvironment.
protection. The Bill not only deals with the supervision of children

By supporting this Bill, we can say to those who employbuyt includes a requirement that the employer sight a certifi-
our children in door-to-door selling that we have standardgate issued by the Commissioner of Police, currently known
to be met and that we can make it law. The fact that the chilgis the National Police Clearance Certificate History. It is
is just earning pocket money does not negate the employergssential that a person who is to supervise children be a fit
reSponSibility to that child. Whilst it isimportant for children and proper person to take on that role. | am making no
to learn a good work ethic, it should not be at a cost to themjudgment as to the character of the supervisors, but teachers
We do not tolerate children being exploited, nor do we wanind others who work with children undergo a similar
them to be placed at risk. If children are to work, it mustprocedure, so their obtaining such a certificate is merely a
always be in a safe environment, free from harm anGafeguard. There is no reason to preclude someone who has
exploitation. This Bill will not StOp children from earning committed a minor or pas[ Offence_peop|e do make
pocket money but will give a direction to those who employmistakes—but it should preclude those who have committed
them that they have a duty of care to minimise the risks to th@n offence against children.
child while the child is in their employ. Clause 8 directs that the child not carry any greater

I have spent a great deal of time considering advice on themount of money than $20 at any one time and, given the
age at which a child should engage in door-to-door sellingperturbing event that | raised of the young lass being robbed,
The age of 15 is consistent with the Collections for Charitable believe that this requirement provides a greater level of
Purposes Act Code of Practice, which states in section 9: protection than has previously been the case: in particular,

Charitable organisations should not use children under the aga#hen it becomes known that children are carrying very small
of 15 years as door-to-door collectors unless they are undeimounts of money it should act as a deterrent. | realise that
responsible adult supervision. children want to earn pocket money, and selling homemade
If a young person is to knock on an unknown door alone, ouor home-grown goods is a way of doing that. But would we,
first question should be: are they mature enough to assessa parents, be willing to place the safety of our child at risk
threatening situation and take appropriate action to minimisby allowing them to wander in unfamiliar areas, knocking on
and avoid a risk that they may be confronted with? At 13doors to earn a little money? Our young children should not
years of age, some children may be able to assess that risgée working to supplement the family income, but there is
| suspect that most would not: gauging from those childremothing wrong with them working to earn pocket money. But
who have come to my office selling goods, and from thef we are to have them working for a private company, or a
comments of many of our citizens, | suspect that many 18harity, the employer must have an obligation to that child to
year olds would not be able to. ensure a safe working environment.
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The Employee Ombudsman, Gary Collis, with whom | - apersonwho s at least 18 years of age and is authorised
first consulted regarding the rights of these children, has in writing by a person responsible for the child,

taken a keen interest in their welfare and spent a lot of his xvvgfg‘lggzgggdoirsgg?\)’vilgﬂ%ﬁfeet}’;ﬁfcvgjrﬁ Icohcig}zrr]‘;’_rgﬁ g”d a
own time researching awards and has done all he can within . 4,5 appropriate accommodation is provided at the employer's

his brief. Likewise, Leon Byner from 5AA has taken a great expense for—
interest and has been very helpful in gaining information that - thechild;and ) _
has led to this Bill. | consulted widely with the Employers’ - aperson responsible for the child or a person who is at

: ) least 18 years of age and is authorised in writing by a
Chamber, the DIA, the Children’s Interest Bureau, the person responsible for the child,

Department of Treasury and Finance, the Shop Assistants it the child's employment requires the child to spend one or
Union, the UTLC and the industry itself. Their assistance was more nights away from home. _ _ _

very helpful, if not at times confusing, but at the end of all  The clause requires a person who supervises a child doing door-
those discussions it was clear that not much, if anything, jto-door selling to do the following while the child is working:

. . ininth | vicinity of the chil Il'ti ;
in place to protect these children. There are well-founded L%@ﬁ'?h@@fegfggéﬁtg |g]|(r;;;qé ght”de;; ;|Ft§:]gs.t$§s’ and

community concerns, judging by the statewide calls | have . make personal contact with the child atintervals of not more
received, but there was not one call opposing this Bill, | than 20 minutes.
might mention. The clause prohibits a person who supervises a child while the

hild is doing door-to-door selling from supervising more than

I am open to any amendments that _W'”_ef‘hance thé other children who are doing door-to-door selling at the same time.
protective measures | have proposed. This Bill is not about " The clause prohibits a person from employing a person as a

attacking any one sector of the industry: it is about providingsupervisor of children doing door-to-door selling unless—

protection for children who sell door to door. It is what - the person to be employed is at least 18 years of age; and
people in our community have been calling for for a long *~ the employefrgals_: Obta'Q?d.a Ce”'{'c"’t‘;e issued by the (_:orln-
time. And, as a result of the cqmmu_nity’_s call for protectiv_e p;ucsgrlg?g;g olice certifying as to the person's crimina
measures, | am pleased to bring this Bill before our Parlia- . the employer is satisfied that, having regard to the
ment on their behalf, and | ask all members to support it. | information disclosed by that certificate and any other
seek leave to have insertedHimnsardthe explanation of the eV'F‘)jeer”‘?eérthe person is a fit and proper person to be such a
: P supervisor.
clauses without my reading it. Clause 7: Children not to enter motor vehicles or private
Leave granted. dwellings to make sales
Explanation of Clauses This clause provides that a person who employs a child to do door-
Clause 1: Short title to-door selling or supervises a child doing door-to-door selling must
This clause is formal. not cause, suffer or permit the child to enter a motor vehicle or a
Clause 2: Interpretation building that constitutes a private dwelling for the purpose of making
This clause defines the following terms: a sale to an occupant of the vehicle or dwelling.
- child means a person under 18 years of age. Clause 8: Children not to carry more than $20 cash
door-to-door selling means the selling of goods or serviceg his clause provides that a person who employs a child to do door-
from door-to-door. to-door selling or supervises a child doing door-to-door selling must

employ means employ for fee or reward and includes engagE_Ot cause, suffer or permit the child to have more than $20 cash in

as an agent. is or her possession at any time while the child is working.
person responsible for the child means a parent or legal Clause 9: General offence _
guardian of the child. This clause provides that a person who contravenes or fails to
- sell includes offer for sale. com_ply with the measure is guilty of an offence and liable to a
Clause 3: Minimum age at which children may be employed ifaximum penalty of $5000.
door-to-door selling Clause 10: Offences by bodies corporate

This clause prohibits a person from employing a child to do door-to Dis clause provides that where a body corporate is guilty of an

door selling unless the child is at least 15 years of age and the pers§ffence against the measure, each member of the governing body and

has sighted satisfactory documentary evidence of the child’s age (N manager are guilty of an offence and liable to the same penalty
Clause 4: Minimum age of person employing children in door-to-8S iS prescribed for the principal offence where the offender is a

door selling, etc. natural person.

This clause prohibits a child from employing or offering to employ )

another child to do door-to-door selling and from employing or ~ Mr HAMILTON-SMITH  secured the adjournment of the

offering to employ a person to supervise a child while the child isgebate.

doing door-to-door selling.

Clause 5: Working hours of children employed in door-to-door CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) (VICTIM
selling

This clause prohibits a person from employing a child to do door-to- IMPACT STATEMENTS) AMENDMENT BILL
door selling for more than 6 hours on any day or for more than 5 ) )
days in any period of 7 days. Adjourned debate on second reading.

Italso requires a person who employs a child to do door-to-door  (Continued from 26 March. Page 813.)
selling to ensure that the child does not work on any day after sunset
or 6 p.m., whichever is the earlier.

Clause 6: Supervision of children employed in door-to-door Ms HURLEY: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the

selling state of the House.
This clause requires a person who employs a child to do door-to-door A quorum having been formed:
selling to ensure the following: Mr MEIER (Goyder): This Bill was introduced by the

that while the child is working the child is clearly identified ; ;
as working for the person by means of an identification badg member for Chaffey. | fully appreciate that various comments

or distinctive clothing; and ‘have been made by members on both sides of the House. | am
that while the child is working the child is supervised by a conscious that the member for Chaffey intends today to
person who is at least 18 years of age; and amend the Bill so that a written statement should be
that the person supervising the child does not supervise mofigcorporated with an oral statement. The Government will
:ﬂggggéhﬁrrng?'ggn who are doing door-to-door sefling arobably need to consider the honourable member's amend-
that the child is accompanied by— ment. | appreciate that the member for Chaffey would wish

a person responsible for the child; or to have this matter voted on today and, if that is the case, the
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matter can be further considered in another place. As | do naciology of the structure and function of our justice system,
want to repeat anything that has been said in previous debatésough the courts. Indeed, as | see the amendment, it is a
on this matter, | will leave it for further debate in this House.return to that traditional role of the courts. Therefore, | have
no difficulty whatever in commending the proposition to the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- House. As | understand it, the member for Chaffey’s
ment Enterprises): | note the amendments from— amendment will enable the statement to be read for the
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Sir. Reference benefit of everybody in attendance, including the accused.
to the Hansard record will reveal that the Minister has

already spoken in the second reading debate. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Administra-
The SPEAKER: | have been given an indication that the tive Service_s):l have considerable sympathy for the amend-
Minister has spoken. | uphold the point of order. ment that is to be moved by the member for Chaffey.

Members would well recall that during my time as Minister

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): It seems to me that the for Correctional Services a number of changes were made in
proposition seeks to require a court to take into account therder better to protect the rights of victims of crime. Indeed,
views which victims have of the effect that the crime had onl suspect that some of the same people with whom the
their state of mind and their state of health, be it physical omember for Chaffey has been working provided me with
mental health, or a combination of the two. That can occuvaluable information and advice concerning the way they felt
under the terms of the proposition only after the court hags victims and the rights that they wanted. Because of my
found the accused guilty of the offence as charged. Thinterest in this subject it has obviously been a matter that |
victim impact statement then is not just simply a writtenhave discussed often and at length with the Attorney-General.
statement but one, by the way, which may never be read by The Attorney-General has assured me that the member for
the perpetrator of the offence—the person who has beeBhaffey’s amendment is, indeed, part of a review that he is
convicted of it—and which also provides the court and allundertaking in the interests of victims. Therefore, the matters
those attending the court (and we need to remember thedised by the member for Chaffey are being assessed, and the
courts are public forums that people have a right to attend; ittorney-General will bring back to the Parliament the results
is their democratic right to do so in our system of justice)of that review. | also take some satisfaction from the fact that
with the benefit of hearing, and not just reading, what &he Attorney-General is taking this on board. However, as |
victim, if the victim so desires, says affected them and théndicated | have some sympathy for the member for
way in which it affected them by reading such a statementChaffey’s amendment and | certainly intend to support her
if that is their wont. amendment at this time.

This proposal contains no compulsion upon a victim even
to be in a court, let alone prepare a written statement or, for Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | thank members for their
that matter, to go further and provide an oral statement, asdontribution to the debate, and | would like to thank the
understand the nature of the proposition of the member fanembers for Chaffey and for Hammond for their support of
Chaffey. In all those circumstances, | do not have a quarrdhe principle of the Bill. A survey conducted among South
with the proposition. | well recall as a member—having beerAustralian judges not so long ago showed that at least one
here for some 19 years, all but a couple of months; Septemb&outh Australian judge takes no notice whatsoever of victim
will make it so—that on many occasions | have attempted témpact statements. That was his remark anonymously to the
get what | have known to be good ideas passed into law arglirvey conducted.
bloody-mindedness on the part of Governments has prevented The Hon. W.A. Matthew: Do we know who that judge
that from happening, even though the time was well and trulys?
due. Itis my inclination to say, ‘Let’'s suck it and see; giveit Mr ATKINSON: No, we do not, because it was an
a go.’ If it works then we are the better for it, and if we find anonymous survey. If the judge had been identified, he would
that, on passage and proclamation, it does not work then itot have made that candid remark. For too long, victims of
can be repealed when the next session of Parliament is operime have been reduced to the role of witness for the
in a matter of months. prosecution in the trial. All the focus in the trial is on the

| have always thought that, as part of the historical basisccused or the defendant. The victim really is a helpless
of our justice system, the courts were intended to provide thbystander in that process. But under our Criminal Law
accused with the means of facing their accusers, where th&entencing Act the consequences of the offence for the victim
are accused of committing an offence and charged by thare a relevant consideration in sentencing. It is not the only
Sheriff, as it used to be, of having committed that offenceconsideration, but it is one consideration among many. It is
The courts then provide the opportunity for the accused tamportant that that consideration be highlighted by the use of
state publicly and under oath his or her defence to any suckictim impact statements.
charge brought against them in the name of justice. Having It seems to me that victim impact statements would have
heard the accused state his or her defence, or have someanere impact in some cases if the victim were able to read the
else advocating for them do so, and heard witnesses that hastatement orally to the court. We on the Labor side think that
material evidence, or some other substantial knowledge of thewould be, if you like, therapeutic in some cases for the
events, provide their information and be cross-examined byictim to be able to face the perpetrator and the sentencing
advocates both for the prosecution and the accused, the cojutige to state his or her view about sentencing. There is a
then decides. So, it was very much an organic process in dagitimate concern that, if the victim were able to make an
era in which the vast majority of the population was notoral statement, he or she might get off the track of relevance
literate. and start telling the judge what sentence the judge ought to

| do not see now, just because more of us have learnt tonpose, or the victim might introduce irrelevant material or
read and write and more of us have full-time, gainfulmaterial that had not been previously tested in the trial. The
employment, why we should ignore that organic basis in themendment foreshadowed by the member for Chaffey does
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address that concern by confining the oral delivery of a victimncluded by leave in thelansardas an incorporated part of
impact statement to the words of the written victim impactthe record. This being a private member’s Bill, it had not
statement. So, the Opposition is happy to accept the membeccurred—more my oversight. Any offence that he may have
for Chaffey’s amendment. felt was never intended. It was not an act in any sense
| should say that cross-examination of victim impactmalicious on my part.
statements by defence counsel in South Australia is extremely | further want him to know how much better | think it will
rare. | shall quote a brief passage from an American casmake the law that he has proposed because it does mean that
calledBooth v. Marylanddated 1988 in which the court had people begin again to understand that they can participate in
this to say: the process of the dispensation of justice, and that at the point
...the State has a legitimate interest in counteracting thét Which the accused has been found guilty, and not before,
mitigating evidence which the defendant is entitled to putin. . . bywhen it is on the record that they are guilty, the victim

reminding the sentencer that just as the murderer should bstatement is made. At that point, it is not material either as to
considered as an individual, so too the victim is an individual whos hat the victim statement contains other than it is an

death t i I t iet di ticular to h . . "

f:nrillily.represen S @ tinique foss fo sociely and In particularfo expression of the feelings of the victim about what happened
. 1o them. It may be a statement of what happened and their

For those reasons | urge the House to support the Bill. Irb ; :

conclusion. | state tha% the idea of the viggm facing thel€SPONSe and feelings about that. That is what the courts were

accused after conviction but before sentencing has bee”r%tendecj to do: to draw the bile in the conflict that has

L ccurred where an offence has been committed against the
promoted by both the Government and the Opposition in th . g
area of juvenile justice. Since 1993, by agreement betwee{_g w (democratically determined to ensure that the bad blood

the major Parties, we have what are called ‘family grou oes not continue to cause friction and disobedience to the

conferences'. If the Attorney-General thinks it is so good tgaw in other ways, to get redress) and that vengeance is not

have this in the juvenile justice area, | really do wonder Whyan Ig;(t:t?ep:ailtb Ieengaretsotfh\'g:/?gtggfg r(r)wglt)ee{i?z;dsfgtﬁr?gr:?;s well
he is opposed to it in the area of adult justice. ’

Bill read a second time as the perpetrator to understand it. It is not cross-examined,
’ nor does it need to be. That is vital. It is the victim’s simple

Igl Comeee. d statement of what was done and how it felt, as told by the
Clgﬂzz 5 passed. person who suffered the consequences. That is what | like

) . about it. That is why | have supported the proposition. Again,
Mrs MAYWALD: | move: | wish the measure swift passage.

Page 1— _ Clause as amended passed.
Line 18—Leave out ‘make a statement’ and insert: Title passed

give a written statement . . . ,
Lines 20 to 24—Leave out subclauses (2) to (4)(inclusive) MI ATKINSON: | am delighted that private member’s

and insert: time has worked as it is supposed to work by Opposition
(2) The court must give a copy of each victim impact statemenmembers, Government backbenchers and Independents
received by the court to the prosecutor and to the defendant or ”@etting together to propose a modest reform of the law which
defendant’s counsel. - - L
we believe will make the criminal law so much the better. In

(3) A person who has given the court a victim impact statement— "~ - .
(a) must be given an opportunity by the court to present thdarticular, | am delighted that Government backbenchers and

statement orally; but _ ~ the Independents have liberated themselves from the dead
(b) in any event, is not liable to be examined or cross-examinethand of the Attorney-General and overcome his objections
on the statement. to this modest reform by passing the Bill through the House

The reason for my amendment is to ensure that the victim hasf Assembly today.
the opportunity to write and to state verbally their victim  The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:
impact statement. It is important that victims have the Mr ATKINSON: The Minister representing the Govern-
opportunity, if so desired, to read out verbally their victim ment reminds me there was resistance to the Bill of another
impact statement at the time of sentencing. The reason foinister as well as the Attorney-General, and that was the
that is that a written statement can be read, not read, casftinister for Government Enterprises. But the Ministry has
aside or no attention whatsoever can be paid to it; wheredgeen overcome on this occasion. Parliament has asserted its
making a statement with the convicted person present drawsithority over the Executive about this modest reform. The
to their attention more forcefully the impact of their actionsmost important thing to mention from the point of view of
on many people. | believe that this is a good and fair amenddefence counsel—
ment. It gives victims their rights whilst not disadvantaging The CHAIRMAN: Order! Can | ask the member for
the convicted by an overly emotional statement that may b&pence if he is actually moving the third reading of the Bill?
disallowed or overruled in the court. Mr ATKINSON: Yes, | am, Sir. | move:

Mr ATKINSON: | am happy to accept the amendment.  That this Bill be now read a third time.
It would have been nice to have had the opportunity toYou were quite right to remind me about that. So often |
explain what the clause was about before the amendment wlsrget. | am so surprised to be moving the third reading of a
proposed. Alas, | did not have that opportunity. Now theBill. This is the second or third time that | have forgotten to
amendment has been proposed, | would like to say how muainove the third reading in the course of my third reading
better | regard it than the clause. remarks.

Amendments carried. Defence counsel will be receiving a copy of the written

Mr LEWIS: | want to say, along with the member for victim impact statement before the victim reads it to the
Spence, how much better | think it now makes the clause ioourt, so defence counsel will be in a position to dispute
the original Bill. By way of apology to him, too, just now, as elements in the oral victim impact statement and will be able
Acting Chairman, can | say it was my oversight in thatto send the matter off for a disputed facts hearing if there is
usually in second reading speeches clause explanations @@me conflict between the oral victim impact statement and
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the facts as the defence believes them to be. So, there is that That this House— _
natural justice element in there for defence counsel being able (&) condemns the Federal Government for cutting nearly
to dispute the victim impact statement. | should repeat what $1 Pillion from child care after three budgets;

| said h d readina: v d def | (b) notes that this has forced an increase in fees for child care,
said on the second reading: very rarely does detence counsel ¢josyre of 14 South Australian child care centres, the loss of an

in South Australia seek to dispute the contents of a victim  estimated 200 child care workers and has threatened the viability
impact statement. With those remarks, | again congratulate of many other child care services;
Government backbenchers, the Independents and my (c) expresses concern that as a result of the cuts, child care

. . - . . is no longer affordable for many families, that working parents
Opposition colleagues in getting this sensible measure have been disadvantaged and in some cases have to forgo
through the House of Assembly. employment and study: and

Bill read a third time and passed. (d) calls on the Federal Government to reinstate adequate
funding to child-care in South Australia.
EDUCATION (GOVERNMENT SCHOOL (Continued from 4 June. Page 1120.)
CLOSURES) AMENDMENT BILL
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | speak to the
Adjourned debate on second reading. member for Taylor's motion today because, as the House will
(Continued from 26 March. Page 814.) be aware, | have had an ongoing involvement with child-care

and | have declared that interest previously to the House. As
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | remind the House that this a consequence of that involvement | have some background
Bill was introduced on 4 December so, despite the progress this, having represented the industry at both State and
we have made this morning, | am sad to report that thisational levels over a period of years, particularly the private
important matter has taken so long for the House to considesector of the industry. | have some sympathy with the
I hope that the new arrangements will enable us to deal witmember for Taylor’'s concerns about child-care funding but
such important matters in a more timely manner. | alsd feel that a number of the components of her motion require
remind the House that the Opposition has indicated that, iBlaboration. In particular, the issue of how a Government
the Committee stage, it will seek to remove clause 4 whiclshould fund child-care in the best interests of families and
is the transitional provision of the Bill. Sadly, the closure of children. The previous Labor Government’s focus for child-
the schools mentioned there, which was giving us so mucbare funding was very much on subsidising child-care centres
concern, has occurred, and now we are in the position afather than assisting with payments to families.
dealing with the impact of the closure of those schools onthe Over a period of many years what can only be described
students, their parents and the general community, includings an empire of community based funded child-care services
the teachers who are part of those schools and who soughtémerged, providing high quality services to children right
develop an entity in the schools which related directly to theilacross the country. In concert with that growth in community
communities. based child-care, and particularly since 1991, a small business
It is the need to allow communities and their schools tdbased child-care sector grew and now constitutes over 70 per
work together to determine the future of a school to which Icent of the child-care industry and over 70 per cent of the
wish to address my remarks at the moment. The process th@tal number of child-care places available. The Coalition
we have proposed does enable a wide range of members @bvernment has refocused child-care funding away from
the community, as well as members of the school itself, teubsidising child-care centres towards payments to families.
consider the impact of the closure of the school. One of thén effect, it has empowered families, by giving them family
impacts that | want to talk about particularly is the work thatchild-care funding so that they can choose the type of child-
a number of small schools in my electorate and, | understandare services that suit the needs of that family and their
in much wider fields are doing at the moment to work withchildren.
communities to develop their general educational levels. The Coalition Government found that the previous Labor
The member for Hammond spoke earlier about theéGovernment's policy of subsidising child-care centres had led
changes in the literacy levels within our community, and thén effect to a degree of wastage, fat and inefficiency in the
demands for literacy that have been made over the past Zovision of care to the extent that a lot of child-care funding
years have been huge. It used to be acceptable for someowas not finding its way to families in the way of reduced
to leave school barely able to read and write and get a jobhild-care fees. In fact, the previous Labor Federal Govern-
where they did not need to be able to read and write. Thenent recognised this inefficiency itself when it extended to
could exercise a vast range of skills in a very productive andll child-care services, including private child-care services
meaningful way in our community, with very little literacy and families using those services, the right to claim child-care
ability. assistance for families using all services. It recognised that
That is not the case now. In manufacturing we are seeinfie way to go was to empower families by enabling them to
that people with superb skills with their hands are not able t¢laim means tested child-care assistance rather than to
get the jobs that they used to hold even because they are rgtbsidise further growth in community based child-care.
able to deal with the paperwork or the computing work In effect, the Coalition has gone on from the previous
requiring extensive literacy and numeracy skills. In a numbekabor Government's initiative by cutting subsidies further
of schools it has been seen that parents who do not have higind redirecting that funding to families. That is because
literacy skills are not able to assist their children to develoubsidising child-care services is not the way to go. In South

the level of literacy that is now required. Australia subsidised community based child-care centres at

Debate adjourned. one point had the highest fees per week in the country and
were not delivering to families more affordable child-care.

CHILD CARE Where was the subsidy going? How was it that a community

based child-care centre on one side of the street was receiving
Adjourned debate on motion of Ms White: anything up to $60 000 a year in child-care subsidies, while
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a small business based child-care service on the other side of Ms THOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
the road was able to deliver child-care at the same cost or
even a reduced cost without that $60 000 subsidy? WASTE RECYCLING FACILITY

The advent of the Federal accreditation process and the . . N
State licensing system guaranteed that both child-care Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Wright: _
services were providing child-care of a similar quality for That this House calls on the Government to oppose the applica-

- d ; ; - tion by a private company to establish a waste transfer and recycling
families, but one was doing so without a substantial SUbSId3}acility on the corner of Old Port Road and Tapleys Hill Road, Royal

Clearly, the Coalition Government recognised that there mustark because:
have been some inbuilt inefficiency or other problem within  (a) the development would be inappropriately located in close

the community based child-care sector which required proximity to a large number of homes;

rectification. | think this was at the heart of its decision to cut ~ (°) the proposed development would have a huge negative and
undesirable impact on the quality of life of the residents who

those subsidies and redirect that child-care funding toward live in this area:
families. Minister Warwick Smith has explained that child-  (c) the development would cause a drastic reduction to the value
care funding to families has not reduced and, in fact, the total of people’s homes;

Commonwealth expenditure on child-care has been main- (d) anindustry of this type would cause significant problems for
tained and slightly increased. It is the way in which the other nearby commercial operations.

funding has been administered which has changed. I argue (Continued from 26 March. Page 821.)

that it has been changed in a way which has reduced an . ) .
inefficiency and which has resulted in a better targeting of Mr De LAINE (Price): | strongly support this motion

taxpayer funding away from inefficient subsidies and towardgnoved by the member for Lee against the proposal to
families. establish a waste transfer and recycling facility on the corner

At the end of the day it is the children for whom child-care of Old Port Road and Tapleys Hill Road at Royal Park. This

is provided. Child-care is not for Governments or employeegpp:!cat'onJ‘]r'Ja; beer|1 n ?he syst,)tem f((j)r r:‘lve yellars.. The
in child-care centres and it is not even for mums and dad$->P icant, ecyclers, first submitted the application in

. ; . - ecember 1993 to the then South Australian Planning
The child-care is really for the child and today the traditional S o L
line that had once defined a child-care centre from a kinderc-:.ommlss'on' The commission refused the application and

ince that time it has been taken to both the Environment
garten has become blurred. Partly as a consequence of pres| ’
Federal accreditation processes, child-care centres in mos sources and Development Court and the Supreme Court

; ; L d it has been defeated each time.
cases provide extremely high quality kindergarten outcome? : . . .
for children, providing professional staff, in many cases A slightly different proposal has since been lodged with

qualified teachers and delivering extremely high qualit he Development Assessment Commission, which conducted

outcomes for children of all ages. Similarly, many kindergar-a public hearing last month at which the developer, JJJ

tens are providing extended hours care and in some cases %gcgc:irs{bge?vgfsugc[))ol(ratlr\}\?hgvg?ennc;egor”l]t;t arﬁgg(fﬁt'ongée
meeting work related needs of parents for child-care o g : peop 99
children’s services. evidence in opposition to the proposal. The member for Lee

i . . . and | as the member for Price gave evidence in opposition to
So, the industry is much more diverse than it once wasyis proposal. The member for Lee, on behalf of his constitu-
There was a range of funding from both State and Feder@lyis who live in close proximity to the proposed development
origins still being made available to child-care. _In closing, lgjte and I, as the member for Price, gave evidence on behalf
commend the member for Taylor for her motion and heryt the residents who live in the Queenstown and Alberton
concern about the issue of child-care. It is a legitimate, o5 in particular, also taking into account the small
concern, because nothing is more important than funding thg; sinesses in that area and the Alberton Primary School.
early learning of children, particularly those aged 0O to 8. So overwhelming was the evidence against the proposal
As | said in my first Address in Reply speech, | feel that,that on the same day the DAC announced its decision that it
if anything, there is scope for us as a nation to retarget outiad rejected the application, mainly on health and environ-
taxpayer funding in education to the ages of nought to eighthental grounds. | will continue to speak on this motion,
where perhaps in the past it has focused on university angecause | feel sure that this bloody-minded developer will
high school outcomes to the neglect of those early yeargppeal and continue to fight for approval to establish this
which are so vital. | acknowledge and share the honourablgnwelcome facility on this corner site. For that reason | will
member’s concern, but | ask her to consider the issue of hogontinue with my contribution. | said in my oral submission
best to target taxpayer funding. | would argue that providingo the DAC that | did not want to be completely negative, but
subsidies to services is not the best way to go, and | think thgyat | applauded the developer for wanting to spend money
Coalition has indicated that in its policies. and do something that is very important in the world these
The real need is within the family; the real way to targetdays, involving waste management and recycling. It is a
child-care funding is to empower families by means testeg@rowing and much needed industry and | applaud him for
child-care assistance, so that the family can then choose thigat.
child-care outcome that best suits the needs of that family and However, my criticism, as is that of the member for Lee,
that child. The way to go is not to subsidise inefficientis that the facility is proposed to be put on a very unsuitable
services but to require services to become efficient. The bestte. At issue is not only the concept of the industry but also
way to do that is to empower the families and then requir¢he locality. There is plenty of room in the Gillman area,
services to provide high quality, efficient and capablewhich is not far from this locality, but the proponent chooses
services for those families so that the needs of children ar® pursue his endeavours to set up the facility in this very
met. | again commend the member for Taylor for her concernynsatisfactory and unsuitable location.
but | ask her to consider how funding should be spent. That The facility is in the electorate of my colleague the
is the flaw in the motion. member for Lee. Itis right on the boundary, so it also affects
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some of my constituents, and that is why I joined the membeis still a live issue as far as the member for Lee and | are
for Lee in taking up the fight against this unwelcome facility. concerned because of the fact that this proponent has gone
As | have said, the proposal was defeated, and the membtiirough the courts and appealed and gone on with slightly
for Lee and | argued against the proposal on environmentalifferent proposals in the past, and | dare say that he will
and health grounds. | will raise a few of those issues in theontinue to so.
context of this speech. As has been said, the proposed In closing, | pay tribute to the way in which this matter has
development was located right in the midst of about 3 00®een handled by my colleague the member for Lee. As | said,
homes and other small businesses and schools, and thaf igas with the honourable member at the DAC hearing and
totally unsuitable. | and other people who spoke against thelso the public meetings held in the area. The way in which
proposal were concerned about noise. It would be impossibigie member for Lee has conducted himself in this matter,
to prevent noise created by trucks entering and leaving therovided information and given evidence is very much to his
site, by waste material being unloaded from the trucks and byredit. | feel sure that his constituents are very proud of the
the transfer and sorting of waste materials on the site. Th@ay in which he has represented them and | applaud him for
noise factor will also be of particular concern if operatingthat. As | say, | strongly support the honourable member’s
hours are extended beyond the normal working hours amotion.
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and all weekend.

As | said in my submission to the DAC, | have been Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
around long enough and been involved in local government
and this place long enough to know that, if some doubtful CITIZENSHIP FEE
industry is given approval to set up in a certain area, having
made all sorts of promises as to their working hours, which  Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Scalzi:
promises are tied down in local or State Government That this House urge the Federal Government to waive the
regulations, sooner or later that industry will put forward citizenship fee, as an act of goodwill, for people who have resided
arguments to extend the hours into the early morning, late dt Australia for 20 or more years in order that they may fully
night or even on weekends. That is the danger of a”owin%a;t(l)%riate as Australians in the Centenary of Federation celebration
these sorts of facilities to set up in these areas, because thesé ™
regulations can be abused and we know that the policing o¥hich Mr Wright had moved to amend by leaving out all the
them is not totally effective. Also, if they do make applica- words after the word ‘fee’ and inserting in lieu thereof the
tion, the regulations can be varied and those limited hours catords ‘in order that all eligible residents may fully participate
be increased only too easily. as Australian citizens’.

Odour is another problem. In its proposal the company (Continued from 4 June. Page 1124.)
offered to keep airborne particles and dust down to a
minimum, and that can be done by technology, but odouris Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Having got only half-way through
another problem which is virtually impossible to eliminate.my contribution, | would appreciate the opportunity to
It is quite obvious that it has a very big impact on people continue my remarks at this stage. | moved an amendment to
especially people suffering from allergies or other forms othe member for Hartley’s motion and in my previous
ill health. I have mentioned airborne particles. They can bgontribution | certainly acknowledged, and do so again today,
substantially controlled on hot windy days, but not entirely.the fact that the member for Hartley has brought this matter
Although something can be done about that, it is not withouto the attention of the House, and I give him full credit for
difficulty. Vermin was another problem involved in this doing so. However, | have moved an amendment which, if
industry and its location. Invariably it attracts rats, mice,carried, will strengthen that motion quite considerably. The
spiders, flies and whatever else and with similar enterprisegember for Hartley is urging the Federal Government to
it has also led to the establishment of a very large feral cavaive the citizenship fee as an act of goodwill for people who
population in the area, which is also very undesirable. have resided in Australia for 20 or more years in order that

Another aspect involves vibrations from the very heavythey can fully participate as Australians. My amendment
trucks, which of necessity would be coming and going fromtakes out the words relating to the need for people to reside
this facility, as well as putting pressure on an alreadyin Australia for 20 years or more and simply waive the
crowded and busy intersection. It was suggested that thwembership fee, full stop, for anyone, once they become
ingress to this facility be situated very near the corner of #ligible, to take out citizenship.
very busy intersection, which would be unacceptable and | know that some people will say, ‘Where will the money
very dangerous. Waste water was another problem that cammeme from? This will be a cost factor that Governments
under consideration, because there is bound to be copioskould not bear and it should be fee for service, and so forth.
amounts of water used during the processing and sorting ¢fowever, where there is a will there is a way. Certainly when
waste materials. This waste water was originally intended tthe need arises we can find funds and we can ensure that
flow into an open drain running down the centre of the Oldmoney is spent wisely. This would be a very commendable,
Port Road which finishes up entering the Port River at itsensible and practical way of sending a loud and clear
upper reaches, in the West Lakes area. This was totalljpessage to our ethnic friends, particularly at a time when we
unacceptable to the people of that area as well. have One Nation and some of its leaders running around and

A further factor was the effect on property values. Angiving very poor signals not only to our ethnic friends but to
unwelcome installation of this type would have very detri-our neighbours as well. | think this would be one way of
mental effects on the values of people’s properties, and it hggerhaps diluting that argument. We currently have a Party
been shown that in some of these areas people cannot evemning around Australia talking about anti-immigration and
give their homes away. When people come to look at homesertainly displaying a racially prejudiced point of view, and
that are for sale they see that there is an industry of this typlethink it is beholden on all of us to speak in opposition to
nearby and they will not buy those homes. | reiterate that thithat. | have also noted previously that both the member for
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Elder and the member for Colton have spoken on this mattexho fall into that group will not be affected by this motion
in this House and | congratulate them for doing so. at all because pre-1984 migrants of British subjects already
I give no credit to our Prime Minister for the role that he receive full citizenship rights in Australia.
has played. He should have stamped on this from day one, not We are basically talking of migrants from other count-
waited until after the Queensland election to take a moreies—those other than British subjects. We are talking of
active role in trying to stamp out some of the policies beingpeople who more likely came here from countries where they
put forward by One Nation. When one is in a position ofspoke other than the English language. Although the statistics
leadership one has to show some leadership and take thaim using are a little dated (they refer back to 1991), | have
responsibility seriously. It is not good enough that currentlyno reason to believe that the statistics have changed consider-
in our country we have a Prime Minister who has shown nably since then. People other than English speaking nationali-
leadership in this area and who has waxed and waned and si&fs who have arrived in this country have a citizenship rate
back thinking that he will reap the benefits of the preferencesf around 71 per cent. It is interesting to note how people of
that will come to his Party. | think it is a shame on him anddifferent backgrounds have chosen at different rates to take
on our country regarding the way in which he has performedip citizenship upon coming to this country. To arrive at the
his leadership role in this area. | note that leaders of botlverage of 71 per cent we run through the list, with, at the
major political Parties in most States around Australia, apailbwer end, people with a Malaysian background having taken
from Queensland, have shown some leadership skills in thigp citizenship at the rate of 45 per cent (as at 1991), through
area. to those of Greek background having taken up citizenship in
Certainly both leaders in South Australia have shownAustralia at the rate of 94 per cent.
strong leadership skills in this area and from day one have | do not believe that if the amendment was passed by this
spoken very strongly of their opposition to One Nation. ThisHouse and went on to the Federal Parliament it would take
motion as amended would be a loud and clear signal that weny notice of it at all and we would achieve very little with
would be sending to the community of Australia, particularlythe motion. The original motion serves two purposes: it
to our ethnic friends. Certainly it is something that we asshows an act of goodwill to people who have come here and
members of this House should look upon very favourably anénade this country their home. It shows that we are willing to
on which we should take a very firm position and send ambrace these people, even though they have not taken the
message to our colleagues in Canberra that they can takddmal step of taking out citizenship. It does that as part of the
more active role and send a positive signal to all the peoplgelebration of our Federation in 2001. | commend to the
who have chosen to live in Australia and have taken the netiouse the original motion, but do not believe there is any
step, namely, taken out citizenship, which gives them addeflecessity for the amendment because it will get nowhere and

responsibilities in our country. achieve nothing.

, . The House divided on the amendment:

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | rise to support the AYES (20)

original motion and in so doing will speak against the Atkinson. M. J. Bedford. F. E.
amendment. | commend the original motion to the Houseand  grayer L. R, Ciccarello. V.
to all Australians. It does two things: it tells the people who Clarke’ R.D. Conlon p_' =
have come to make their home in this nation of ours, De Laine. M. R. Foley. K O
particularly those who have come here, have spent many Geraght); R. K. Hanna. K.
years here and become part of our society, that we embrace ) J. D, Hurley, A K.

them, and it tells them that we as Australians are going to Key, S. W. Koutsantonis. T.

make them very welcome, particularly those who have been Rann. M. D. Snelling, J. J.

here for a lengthy period. As a sign of goodwill in the Stevens. L. Thompéon M. G.
celebration of our Federation in the year 2001 we will give White P. L. Wright, M. j.(teller)
them full Australian citizenship rights. ' NOES (24) '

The people who have been here for 20 years or more will Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
suddenly be allowed to vote, even though they may nothave  gqkenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
taken out citizenship rights and it tells them that they will be Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.
able to move in and out of this country without any fear that, Evans. I. F. Gunn, G. M.
through some administrative error (possibly on their part), Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
they might be caught not being able to get back into the Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
country that has been their home for many years. lamhappy otz D. C. Lewis, I. P.
that the member moving this motion made the distinction Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A.
between relatively new arrivals in this country and those who McEwen, R. J. Meier, E. J.
have been here for many years. There are a couple of points  panfold, E. M. Scalzi, G.(teller)
that the member for Lee may have overlooked. It is my Such, R. B. Venning, I. H.
information that it was the Labor Party that introduced fees Williams, M. R. Wotton, D. C.
for citizenship back in 1986. o

Mr Wright interjecting: Majority of 4 for the Noes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Amendment thus negatived.

Mr WILLIAMS: What has brought this to a head isthe =~ The SPEAKER: The question now before the Chair is
fact that the fee has risen from $80 to $120 from 1 Januarihat the original motion of the member for Hartley be agreed
this year. The original motion was aimed at people who havéo.
been here for at least 20 years. The House should be aware Motion carried.
that many of those people at this stage of their lives are Mr SCALZI: Mr Speaker, am | permitted to close the
pensioners and people of quite limited means. Many migrantdebate?
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The SPEAKER: | was not in the Chair at the time, but| been about $140 000. However, unfortunately we have not
gather that the honourable member was to be allowed tbeen able to control the numbers, which are ballooning. That
speak. So, with the indulgence of the House | call the membeneans that this problem is beyond the resources so far
for Hartley. allocated. | acknowledge that the Government is committed

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. to this problem and that for the next three years it will
| am not averse to the member for Hartley speaking in replyontribute $250 000, which is three times the amount that it
to his motion, but repeatedly when this situation has hapinitially allocated. We are confident that the local government
pened to Opposition members, particularly in the previousector will match that amount. So, the contribution of
Parliament—for example, | refer to the Road Traffic (Small-$140 000 this year will increase to about $500 000.
Wheeled Vehicles) Amendment Bill—recommittal in this  However, we are worried that that will not alleviate the
way has been refused. | just look for some consistency, Siproblem to the extent that we would like. The message

The SPEAKER: | was not in the Chair at that time. If therefore from this House and local government to all South
there is any objection, the honourable member will not beAustralians is that this is a South Australian problem and that
able to proceed. | ask for the indulgence of the House. If theri should be taken on board by all citizens. The Government
is no objection by any member present | will call the membeiand local government can and will continue to work on the
for Hartley. problem. We will use all our efforts and the resources of

Mr HANNA: | object, Sir. Let us play by the rules. Government.

The SPEAKER: There is one objection. Therefore, leave  Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

will not be given. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The honourable member
opposite is talking about Government intervention. There are
EUROPEAN WASPS times when even the honourable member opposite would
) ) realise that Government is only an arm of the people. Unless
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. D.C. Wotton: the people are willing to take a lead on and a share in some

That this House commends the Government on its decision tissues, Government on its own cannot solve them. This

maintain funding to assist in the control of European wasps and alsgrgpjlem is beyond the ability of either local or State Govern-
its commitment to further research issues relating to their eradicatio

and urges the Government not to support the imposition on proper?€Nt 0n its own to solve. Therefore, the Government—

owners of a removal fee for wasp nests as this could discourage Mr Atkinson interjecting:

people from reporting the presence of wasps and would therefore be The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Spence asks

to the detriment of the program. questions about matters that are canvassed in the Bill. | am
(Continued from 26 February. Page 555.) not avoiding his questions, | will be delighted to answer them

o in the context of the Bill, but at present we are speaking to the
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Local Govern- motion.

ment): It gives me some pleasure to speak to this motion. I Mr Atkinson interjecting:
also propose to amend the motion and, accordingly, | move: The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: If the honourable member
Delete all words after and including the words ‘and urges thewaits until the Bill is before the House, that will be the proper
Government'. time—
I acknowledge the intent of the motion and the sterling work  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
done by the member for Heysen on behalf of his constituents. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: |am sure that, in his usual
| further acknowledge that the problem of European wasppedantic manner, the honourable member will ask a million
is particularly bad. It is perhaps at its worst in the Adelaidequestions and he will tease the very ends out of those
Hills and in those council areas which are semi-rural andjuestions and get every answer that he wants. But | am
which adjoin rural areas. They are the hardest hit of alkddressing this motion.
metropolitan Adelaide by this growing problem. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
| am not permitted to canvass details of the Bill before the The SPEAKER: Order!
House. Suffice to say, | note that the Government proposes The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | am speaking to a motion
to give councils an order making power to allow them someo delete the very section to which the member for Spence
rights of entry on to private property according to strictrefers. He should surely be cognisant of the fact that if—
guidelines and only when people are not being responsible in Mr Atkinson interjecting:
their duty of care to get rid of this pest. If people wish to put The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence will
themselves, their animals and their children at risk—I do notease interjecting. The Chair calls him to order.
understand why they would—that is their choice. However, The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | will not respond to the
they should not be permitted to be put at risk their neighbourgterjection, but | would have thought that for five minutes
and everyone who lives within 500 metres of them simplyl have given the Opposition logical reasons for agreeing to
because they see no problem with the European wasp. my amendment. If | have failed to do so, | apologise to the
This problem is not owned by or unique to this Govern-member for Spence, but | was never good with slightly
ment. The European wasp was first discovered in Souttetarded intellects.
Australia some decades ago. There have been a number of As | said, this is a problem for the entire community. The
eradication programs. | acknowledge the work of the previou&overnment is absolutely committed to addressing it on a
Labor Government in the introduction and trial of a parasiticwhole of Government basis on a number of fronts. We are
wasp to try to alleviate this problem. Unfortunately, that wadooking at the education program with a view to its enhance-
not successful and the problem continues to grow. ment. We are looking at the way in which Government
The local government sector and the Government havproperty is treated with a view to a cost effective and
worked closely together on this problem. Over the past threeoherent approach. We are looking at eradication. We are
years, an eradication program has been conducted. Theoking at baiting. We are looking at spatial technology,
combined contribution for that program by both sectors hasvhich will be trialled in the City of Mitcham and the City of
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Torrens. We are trying every measure we can to combat whagports by the Government to attack the MUA, and Work-
is a nuisance. place Relations Minister Peter Reith continually refuses to
That will be as much as we can do unless the people ahake the reports public. That seems to be a typical Liberal
South Australia are prepared by way of taxation or rates todisease of not releasing reports, even at Federal level.
pay highly increased fees. The Government does not believe The recent disgraceful episode of the Dubai mercenaries
that we should go down that track. We would rather see ihas shown the lengths to which the Howard Liberal Govern-
done on a case by case basis, as is the case for rats and mizent, the National Farmers Federation and Chris Corrigan,
fleas, snakes, termites, and many other pests. As | point otite CEO of the Patrick stevedoring company, will go to try
to my rural colleagues, it is interesting to hear the debatéo bust the MUA. Over the past century, many attempts have
about this matter because the proposal has been inflicted tieen made to bust the Waterside Workers Federation, now
the rural community for decades. In lots of legislation we tellknown as the MUA, but they have all failed, and this attempt
the rural community whether or not they can pull up treewill also fail. They should quit while they are behind.
under the Native Vegetation Act. We tell them that, if a bird | pay tribute to the performance of the national secretary
flies over and in the bird droppings there are boxthorn seeds the MUA (John Coombs) and the State secretary
and boxthorns grow up, they can and will eradicate thoséRick Newlyn) on the way in which those two officers
boxthorns. There is a plethora of plants and pests on ruraonducted themselves on behalf of their union and their
properties which are destroyed at the cost— members. They acted in a very responsible way. They have
Mr McEwen: That means a lot. not been baited, despite the many attempts to do so, and they
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: |am glad that my Independ- have kept on course. In the end that responsible attitude has
ent colleagues behind me are helping the Opposition undewon through in terms of their stand being completely
stand some of the words used in this debate. It is a matter theindicated by two major court decisions which supported the
has long been a principle for people in rural areas and on rurdlUA and its members.
holdings. This extends the possibility of a well-tried This has been a disgraceful episode in Australia’s history.
principle. It has been a continuation of things that have happened over
Mr Clarke interjecting: many years to try to smash the Waterside Workers Federa-
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith tion, and once again it has failed. The dispute is not over by
makes light of the western suburbs; he makes a great joke 8flong stretch of the imagination, but they have certainly got
the western suburbs. | am sure that Labor Party membegyer the first two hurdles, with those two major court
opposite— decisions finding in favour of the union. | commend the union
Mr Clarke interjecting: and its leaders for a job well done on behalf of all unions and
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | have never flown over the all workers in this country. | strongly support the motion
top of the western suburbs. My grandmother used to live ifnoved by the member for Ross Smith.
the western suburbs, so if the honourable member wants to
pick on my family background that is his right. | might start
picking on his. | commend the amendment to the House.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | seek clarification from the WEST BEACH BOAT HARBOR
Minis_ter._Does_ th_e Minister want all words after the word Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Hill:
‘eradication’ eliminated?

Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.

That this House—

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, Mr Deputy Speaker. (a) calls on the Government to honour its commitments made on

11 December 1997 regarding the West Beach Boat Harbor

Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate. and in particular that ‘an independent environmental consult-
ant will also prepare an assessment for public release’;

WATERFRONT REFORM (b) condemns Liberal and Independent members of the Public

Works Committee for forcing a vote on the West Beach

. . h ¢ idring th Ole 0 on
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Clarke: megggll:;g;()rret;cgr?jlderlngt € promised independent environ

That the House condemns the Federal Liberal Government and (C) expresses its opposition to the proposal to divert stormwater
the National Farmers Federation for their provocative approach to run-off through a pipeline into the gulf at West Beach.

waterfront reforms in Australia, and in particular: i
(a) their support for current and past serving members of the (Continued from 19 February. Page 409.)

Australian Defence Forces to participate in an ill-fated . . . .
overseas strike-breaking training exercise: Mr HILL (Kaurna): | started speaking to this motion

(b) their support for the conspiracy entered into between Patriceome months ago and | addressed the first of the three issues,
Stevedores and the National Farmers Federation fronivhich concerns consultants. | will now address the issues
company to establish a union-busting stevedoring companyoncerning the Public Works Committee and stormwater run-
at Webb Dock, Victoria, . ff into the gulf. In relation t ragraph (b), there was great

and calls on the Federal Government and the National Farmefd '€ gult. -'ation to paragrap , (herewas grea

Federation to recognise that just and fairly negotiated settlemenfOncern in the Public Works Committee that the committee
between management, unions and the workers involved can achieferced through a vote on the harbour before it had the
more in terms of productivity and improved labour relations. opportunity to see the independent environmental report that

(Continued from 19 March. Page 708.) had been promised by the Government. In fact, when one of

the members of the committee was absent on some other

Mr De LAINE (Price): Time has overtaken this motion business, it was rushed through in an unseemly way, which

to some extent, but | very strongly support the motion ass typical of the approach this Government has to the
moved by my colleague the member for Ross Smith. Over thmanagement of this issue. The Government should be
past two years, there have been constant public attacks by thendemned for that.

Government on the Maritime Union of Australia. Over | also put on the record my great concern about the
$1.2 million of taxpayers’ money has been spent on secrgiroposal to divert stormwater run-off through a pipeline into
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the gulf at West Beach. As you would know, Sir, as a formerAuthority. | note inHansardthat the member for Hart quoted
Minister for the environment, the Patawalonga lake has actefdlom a letter from a Mr Rob Hodge, which was accompanied
as a filtering system for stormwater. That will be diverted sdby a statutory declaration sworn by Mr Hodge. The sworn
that the lake can be returned to pristine condition. Stormwateguotations from Mr Hodge irlansardreferred to an article
will be pumped out into the gulf. That should be of greatin the Advertiserof 14 July 1997, as follows:
concern to people. Following that story Mr Ingerson rang me between 10 p.m. and
We as a Parliament and as a people should have a longt p.m. My wife answered the telephone and Mr Ingerson attempted
term policy not to put any more stormwater or treated sewagi® influence me about Mr Hill's suitability as a CEO. Following this
into the gulf but to divert it back onto land, as has been th%olatlle ‘conversation we concluded this somewhat acrimonious
case at the Bolivar works and at Christies Beach in my T . )
electorate where there are plans to divert treated sewage info Second quotation from the statutory declaration also
the winery areas. We should adopt such a policy. Thé&Ppears inHansard claiming that, on 25 June 1997, the
proposal to run stormwater into the gulf is detrimental, it will Minister for Racing rang the Chairman of SATRA expressing

have an impact on the environment in that area, and it shouRptrage at the SATRA decision and demanded that
be opposed. SATRA rescind its arrangements.

I note in the Hansard quotes that the Minister both
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.  indicated that he was not formally involved and that he had
had no involvement at all. 1 have noted a quotation in
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] Hansardfrom a letter written by Mr Merv Hill on 26 June
1997 to his legal adviser. | have also noted in the Minister’s
statement in the House last night that he did convey informa-
tion to Mr Hodge concerning Mr Hill’s appointment. Whilst
| presume that members do not have in their possession
?pies of Mr Hodge’s letter and statutory declaration, the
ouse is entitled to accept the veracity of the member for
art in his use of the quotations from the statutory declara-
ion and theHansardrecord. Therefore, given the contradic-
tion between the two positions put down by Mr Hodge and
the Minister, | believe there may be enough substance in the
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE allegation to warrant precedence being given to a motion
allowing the House to determine how it wishes to proceed.

The SPEAKER: Order! Yesterday, the Leader raised the  In coming to my decision, | want to stress that | am in no
question of whether the Deputy Premier misled Parliamerivay confirming the allegation or adjudicating on whether the
on 18 June this year during the Estimates CommitteeMinister has deliberately misled the House. That is for the
deliberations and again yesterday on 1 July. Before giving mylouse to decide. | will give some guidance to the House: the
ruling, | would like to clear up any confusion about the guestion for it to resolve is whether the telephone conversa-
Speaker’s role in these matters. Simply stated, it is only téions which took place constitute an ‘involvement’ by the
decide whether to give precedence to a motion which woul®inister in seeking to influence the SATRA board. A second
then be put to the House, presumably alleging deliberatguestion to resolve is whether the House accepts the explan-
misleading of the House by the Minister—and | emphasis th@tion given by the Minister last night or whether it wishes to
word ‘deliberate’. Standing Order 132 provides that anyinquire further into this matter. |, therefore, give the call to
question of privilege suspends all other business before ttife Leader of the Opposition.

House until the matter is decided. However, the practice has .

evolved, since at least the early 1970s, of the Speaker's The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
listening to the allegation, deliberating on it, and later givingmMoVve:

a ruling on whether @rima faciecase has been made out  That this House establish a Privileges Committee to investigate

and’ |f (o) found, to glve precedence toa motlon Thls |S th«ﬁlhether the Deputy Premier has misled the House in relation to
occurred on this occasion matters related to his activities as Minister for Racing, that the

. . . committee shall operate under the guidelines for a select committee
In arriving at a decision, it is not my role on behalf of the of this House, that the committee shall prepare a report of its
House to form an opinion on whether the Minister did or didinvestigations for the consideration of this House by 30 September
not or might or might not have misled the House. Whethed998 and shall have the power to send for persons, papers and
my decision is favourable or unfavourable, nothing should bé&cords. and to adjourn from place to place.
read into that decision for precedence to suggest that | havihis is a very serious matter. There were specific denials—
formed a judgment about the allegation but merely, on theéinequivocal denials—given before the Estimates Committee
information contained in the Leader’s allegations, there mapf this Parliament. There were also specific denials—
be issues that are appropriate for the House to decide upomiequivocal denials—given before this House yesterday,
| stress, so that no member should feel threatened by this tebiefore | moved for a Privileges Committee. Later that night,
that the act of misleading the House must be deliberate rathef course, the Deputy Premier then amended his answer to
than inadvertent. confirm that calls had taken place. This is a serious matter.
In his allegations, the Leader of the Opposition referred'he Deputy Premiership is the second highest office in the
to questions addressed to the Minister by the member fdBovernment of this State and, far from being punished for his
Hart, both at Estimates on 18 June 1998 and again durirfgilures in recent times, the Deputy has been rewarded.
Question Time yesterday, in which the Leader claimed the This latest example, which is the clearest example | have
Minister had involved himself in the selection process for theseen in the 12%2 years | have been in this Parliament, is what
choice of CEO for the South Australian Thoroughbred Racindnappened yesterday with the Deputy Premier’s failure to meet

LIVING HEALTH

A petition signed by 10 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government to reconsid
its decision to close Living Health and to ensure that existin
sponsorships currently funded by the tobacco tax ar
maintained was presented by Mrs Penfold.

Petition received.
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the standards required of a Minister of the Crown, hisare saying around the Public Service offices throughout
attempted interference in the appointment of the ChiefAdelaide today.
Executive Officer of the South Australian Thoroughbred According to Mr Hodge’s letter and supporting statutory
Racing Authority and his subsequent denial of his actionsdeclaration, we have not one but two conversations in which
Let us just trace back over what happened. On 18 June thike Deputy Premier tried to influence the Chair of SATRA
year, during the Budget Estimates Committee, the Deputgbout Mr Hill's position—no ifs, no buts, no maybes
Premier was asked the following question by the member foaccording to this prominent South Australian Liberal, of
Hart: whom members opposite thought so much as to appoint Vice-

Did you have discussions with anyone involved with the SouthPresident of their own Party.
Australian Thoroughbred Racing Authority where you requested and  To add further weight to Mr Hodge'’s account yesterday,
indicated your preference for Mr Hill's contract to be terminated?the House was told of a brief sent from Mr Hill to his lawyer
Did you hold discussions? raising concerns about his contract of employment. It was
To this question, the Deputy Premier replied ‘No’—no ifs, dated 26 June 1997, the day after the Deputy Premier’s
no buts, no maybes but an unequivocal ‘No’. When furthetelephone call to Mr Hodge. It reads, in part, and again |
pressed that day, the Deputy Premier told the same Estimatgsote:
Committee: o on25 JufnSeAlTS;):?Z, mea/ligisterfor Racing, G. Ingersorr:, ?R?FET

i i i alrman o r Hodge, expressing outrage at the

Itwas not my role to getinvolved with that authority. decision and demanded thathATRE)A rescir?d its a?rangements with
He also said that he had ‘no role at all as Minister in mattersne.
involving Mr Hill'. Those answers were repeated by thepr Hodge's letter and claims cannot be dismissed as some
Minister in this House yesterday and confirmed by therecent invention. Here is, in fact, an authentication of
Minister in this House yesterday when he referred to itin hisyir Hodge’s claim by another party the day after the Deputy

response to the questions asked by the member for Hart. Titgemier's telephone call, which he denied and denied again
Deputy Premier told the House yesterday that he hagesterday but last night confirmed.

answered all these questions during the Estimates Committée \jempers interjecting:

process in June. But yesterday we also learned of a letter, & The Hon. M.D. RANN: There was clearly contact
letter written by a prominent Liberal in this State, an ac-patween Mr Hodge and Mr Hill at the time and they were
quaintance of yours, Mr Speaker, which is also supported btéllking about the Minister’s call. Mr Hill was so worried that

a statutory declaration. That letter was written by Mr Robe sought legal advice but last night the Deputy Premier
Hodge, a former Liberal Party State Vice-President angyopeq that, once again, things could be waved aside or passed

former Chairman of the South Australian Thoroughbredyyer, \We have seen it before—think only of the moment, not

Racing Authority. . . of what happens the next day or the day after when it comes
Sir, I was disappointed this morning, | have to say, whero telling the truth in this Parliament.
you said that you had not spoken to Mr Hodge to confirmthe  There is no more fundamental tenet of the Westminster
evidence presented to this House yesterday, because | belieyastem of democracy, no more fundamental tenet of the role
that would substantially assist the consideration of this Housgf a Minister than to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing
in moving towards a Privileges Committee. | also understangyt the truth in this Parliament. That we saw breached
that Mr Hodge has informed journalists that he spoke to thgesterday and, in fact, admitted by the Deputy Premier last
Premier about his concerns with the Deputy Premiersight in his attempt at an explanation.
interference in the Thoroughbred Racing Authority—again ~Again, at a quarter to nine last night the Deputy Premier's
| repeat, an interference that the Deputy Premier totallyew version of events was not so unequivocal. There were
denle_zd. - ) ) now ifs, buts and maybes; no noes, but shades of grey. There
Given the positions that Mr Hodge has held in the le_erakNere now, of course, misunderstandings. The Deputy had
Party and elsewhere, we must assume that Mr Hodge is neisunderstood the member for Hart's question in the
politically naive. He knows the significance of his actions andestimates Committee. What part of, ‘Did you have a
the significance of the letter. He knows the significance, toogonversation with Mr Hodge?’ did you not understand when
of a statutory declaration, a legal document. His letter is agou said ‘No’? The member for Hart effectively asked the
unequivocal as the Deputy Premier's answers on 18 Jun®eputy Premier the same question 11 times during the
Mr Hodge wrote, and again | quote: Estimates Committee. There must have be some new
On 22 June 1997, the full board of the South Australiandisease—CMP, chronic misunderstanding problem, some
Thoroughbred Racing Authority (SATRA) confirmed Mr Hill's new medical syndrome. The Deputy said last night that there
ignngIOR//lant as Chief EXGCU“;’G Ofo1|‘|c?r of SATRA. Og 25 Junemyst have been misinterpretations. Mr Hodge must have
, Mr Ingerson rang me, outraged at our unanimous decision. He.. o
demanded that we rescind that minute and contract with Mr Hill. Wi isinterpreted t_he Deputy Premier's phone calls, because by
did not. 8.45 p.m. last night the existence of phone calls to Mr Hodge
The letter goes onto state: had finally been acknowledged—denied in June in the
9 | o Estimates Committee, denied during Question Time yester-
. On (1:4 July l?i??' thA{jv?rnserI:gan atﬁtOWHO“_tthe V'gttorlg Parfk day, admitted last night. They had not existed during that
ace Course, the cost of making the Heritage Stand safe. ; . ; ; ; i+
Following that story, Mr Ingerson rang me between 10 p.m. and lguestlon Time six hours earlier or at the Estimates Commit
p.m. My wife answered the telephone and Mr Ingerson attempted t€ on 18 June, but suddenly those telephone calls were
influence me about Mr Hill’s suitability as a Chief Executive Officer. recalled. The memory locked in. Suddenly, forced into the
Following this volatile conversation we concluded this somewhajposition, the Deputy Premier had to remember what really
acrimonious discussion. occurred that night.
May | just say that you could hear murmurs of recognition  Of course, last night the Deputy Premier’s story effective-
through the public sector and beyond over this section ofy crumbled away. It was for all intents and purposes an
Mr Hodge’s letter: ‘“That sounds like Ingo.’ That is what they admission to this House, but not an apology, that what he had



1272 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 2 July 1998

told the Estimates Committee and the House yesterday duringrching in a burlesque way from crisis to crisis, is: why do
Question Time was simply not true. The Deputy Premier hadhey keep him in the job of Deputy Premier of this State?
called Rob Hodge about Merv Hill, conveying to him—and Why does the Liberal Party room not get rid of him? We
I will use the Deputy’s own words here—‘indicating | could know that the Minister for Infrastructure wants his job, but
not understand why Mr Hill was being appointed as Chiefthe truth is that the Government cannot get rid of the Deputy
Executive of SATRA in view of widespread industry Premier because he has threatened that if he is forced to go
concern’. That is it: game, set and match—the Deputyhe will take the Premier with him.
Premier again caught out by his own words; the master ofthe Mr LEWIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. This
own goal. If this was Colombia, you would not last one debate should be about whether the House establishes a
minute. Privileges Committee, not doing the work of that committee,
What the Deputy Premier said last night was in directhor presuming what the outcome will be. It is my belief that
conflict with what he told the House in Estimates andthe argument should surround whether or not the House
yesterday. As much as this motion is about the Deputestablishes a Privileges Committee, not the merits of the case.
Premier’s action in attempting to influence Mr Hodge, itis  The SPEAKER: There is a requirement to establish the
also about an attempted cover-up, the failure to honestlierits of the case before you take that final step in establish-
admit what he has done before his peers and colleaguesijy a Privileges Committee, | would think, but it is important
this Parliament. The Deputy Premier has becomé=the@n  that the Leader stick to his motion, that is, that he refer to the
Valdezof the Liberal Party, spreading his mess and pollutiongctivities of the Minister as the Racing Minister.
as he founders on the rock of his own credibility. Mostof all, e Hon. M.D. RANN: In conclusion, | understand that

this motion is not just about one single incident, one singlgy,o Deputy Premier was approached by colleagues several
telephone call: most of all, it is about the honesty andyeeks ago to fall on his sword because of a series of gaffs
credibility of a Minister who lurches from crisis to crisis. 5n4 crises that have occurred this year. | am told that he
Despite the most elaborate and intensive efforts (o proteghsomed colleagues that he had a bagful to drop, including
him, he not only gets caught out but keeps being caught ouLyijence that the crises and gaffs for which he was being
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point C?f order, plamed were not of his own doing. He cannot argue that case
Mr Speaker. As you pointout, this is the most serious mattef,qay This is totally of his own doing. He cannot say that he
that can come before this House. The Leader of the OppOSjyas instructed by the Premier to tell the House about the
tion should be debating the motion and not straying into they;ans for ETSA before the election—to deny it. He cannot
general personality or character of a Minister. claim that. All he can today is on this racing case, in black
The SPEAKER: | do not uphold the point of order, but 4 \hite, carved iflansard he has totally blown apart his
| ask the Leader to have regard to the motion. own case by what he told this Parliament last night when the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. Certainly, | am - egia had disappeared. | urge this House to support the
having regard to the motion. This motion is about thes,mation of a Privileges Committee to investigate whether
credibility and honesty before this House of Parliament angl,;g Deputy Premier has again misled this Parliament.
before the Estimates Committee of this Parliament of a senior
Minister of this State, the Deputy Premier of this State, _Who The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): In rising
one moment says that there were no phone calls, uUnequivocglyay | make it clear that the Government supports the setting
ly ‘No’, and then repeats his unequivocal denial—says hg,; of 4 committee and, clearly, will work as a Government
never spoke to Mr Hodge, says he never tried to influence thgjt, the parliament to make sure that the committee works
outcome over Mr Merv Hill's appointment. But last night \yithin the confines and rules of this Parliament. | would like
when he was caught out by a statutory declaration by a senigf make some points to the Leader and make some general

member of his own Party, he was forced to ‘fess up’. Whenygmments in relation to myself. It is important to put on the
he ‘fessed up’ last night, he contradicted his previous claimgpjic record what the real motive of this issue is all about.

before this Parliament. _ As the member for Hart has said openly, it is about going on
That, of course, is the dilemma that confronts this House, fighing mission for the Deputy Premier; and it is about the
There have been some rulings before that, even if you havgestion of maximum mayhem, which the Leader of the
concrete evidence that a Minister has lied before the Par”"’bpposition has set out to do over'the last two to three months.
ment, you have to show iHansardthat they have contra- | find it fascinating that the Leader of the Opposition

dicted themselves. That does not apply in the House Qf 14 make a mockery of the ETSA issue, the major policy
Representatives in Canberra: it does not apply, of course, sue that we need to take on that, the issue of Hindmarsh
Westminster in the House of Commons. The last time therg,_ i\~ '

was a privileges motion on the Deputy Premier we were tol L
that he had to be caught out in his own words. Well, he was 1 '€ Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: _
last night of his own volition. He admitted the phone calls 1€ Hon. G.A. INGERSON:—I am only commenting
took place, the phone calls he had previously denied. Peopf! iSSues that you have raised—and, of course, the Tourism
might ask, following this example, following the maladmini- Commission. . .
stration of the tourism and racing portfolios, his knowledge The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Deputy Premier to stick
and involvement in plans to sell ETSA before the electionfo the motion and not to bring in issues that | instructed the
his Hindmarsh soccer deal— Leader of the Opposition not to canvass.

The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to the Leader thatthe ~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: In relation to the matter that
motion refers to the Deputy Premier’s activities in the racingvas put before the House yesterday, | have received an
portfolio. | would like him to constrain his debate this affidavit which I now intend to read to the House. | received
afternoon to that particular part of the motion. the affidavit today, and it states:

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, Sir. In conclusion, the Affidavit of MrMichael Andrew Wardlaw Birchall of 34
question that all of us must ask after a series of crisesGarrington Street, Adelaide, barrister, take oath and say as follows:
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I am the Chairman of the SAJC. In August 1997 | made a Mr FOLEY (Hart): | begin by acknowledging your

Csi%iscioné%teﬁfﬂ:nf}tﬁéhgg?gl?%’ggggétgﬁ (?ue#;ifgy;/'%?ag%g;hﬁecision today, Sir. It is a historic decision and, no doubt, it

pursuént toa ménagement contract between the SAJC and SATRR2S & Very d'.mCUI.t de.C|s.|on for you as Speaker.

At about 5.15 p.m. on 8 September | advised my committee that | Members interjecting:

decided to pay out Mr Hill's contract. The committee supported my The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart has the

decision and a vote was not necessary. call.
Mr R.V. Hodge | believe was present. At about 5.30 p.m. on the . ;

same day | terminated Mr Hill's contract. From that time it was Mr FOLEY: |was aCt!Ja”y att(?mptlng to ?‘C.k"OV".'edge

impossible for Mr Hill to perform duties for SATRA at Morphettville the role of the Speaker in what is a very difficult time. |

as the two organisations were. . . merged. At no time did | evewould have thought members opposite would have the grace

discuss the termination of Mr Hill's contract with the Racing to listen to that.

Minister, the Hon. Graham Ingerson. | know the facts deposed to ; i artine -

herein as my own knowledge except when otherwise. Members interjecting:

Signed by Mr Michael Birchall. The SPEAKER: Order on my right! The Minister for
Declared and subscribed at Adelaide in the State of Southocal Government!

Australia this 2nd day of July 1998. ) Mr FOLEY: | can understand why you are all a bit
Witnessed. . A Justice of the Peace in the State of South

tetchy. Let us just deal with this—

. . . . The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
The point that clearly needs to be made in relation to thatis \ir EOLEY: The Premier can be as anxious as he likes
that there is a statutory declaration, an affidavit, that | had nQ ; |et us just .Iisten to a few points. '

role to play in the termination in relation to Mr Hill— Members interjecting:

absolutely no role at all. As | said earlier, this is all about a Mr FOLEY: We can understand why the Premier is very
fishing exercise as it relates to me and the Government iﬂervous and .anxious about this. |, too, want to put a few

particular. It is about maximum mayhem; it is just abOUtfurther facts on the record. My decision to raise this—

creating chaos. As | told— b A
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: mfggig;ntgéergfg

The SPEAKER: Order! .
. |
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | listened in silence to your i nZ?:irigfgzlégr?é (3\/2(32;] ;Zeog?gfog:gge member will
rubbish: you listen to what | have to say. As told in the Housé? MrFOLIéY' Tha,nkyou Sir | have copp.edalot of flack
last night, | categorically reject any clalmthat_l ever exertedrrom member.s opposite f(,)r és the Premier would call it
any pressure on SATRA to withdraw Mr Hill's contract. going on a fishing exercisé to get the Deputy Premier’.

While | held regular discussions with Mr Hodge, at no time - : .

did | seek to influence the appointment of Mr Hill. | would Throu_ghout this exercise and throughout t_he ETSA/Optima

also like to take up the comment that the Leader made tod&5€"CiS€ the Opposition has attempted simply to be about
eping the Deputy Premier and Ministers of this Govern-

in relation to phone calls. There have been no denials on a : :
public record about me making phone calls in relation td ent accountable to the Parliament. Sir, we cannot be blamed

Mr Hodge. Clearly, it was about discussions that were ha&or the_ statements th"?‘t members qf your Government make
and, if they make incorrect, misleading or inaccurate

m;hp'\ljlgﬁori%%rgit about phone calls. | clearly have put Onstatement§, @t is the Opposit_ion’s role to high!ight that.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interiecting: Asto this issue, when | raised these questions on 18 June
e jecing- during the Estimates Committee | asked questions on 11
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | have had many phone 9 . q X
calls with Mr Hodge. occasions, and on 11 occasions the Deputy Premier gave me

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier will resume %nsvgizﬁgzamg fri]rz\;v flljnedsfil(rﬁl Tgtsigg(\e/\(/:;slgime Iv'fk\:;lsc_)f the
his seat: | am sorry to interrupt him. This is one of the most PP ” o ) q ) Ply )
serious resolutions that has been before me in this Houﬁ During last financial year the contract with the Government of

. . . . e Chief Executive Officer of the South Australian Thoroughbred
certainly during my Speakership, and certainly over the lask¢ing Authority was terminated, What role did you play in the

19 years. | would ask members to respect in absolute silenggrmination of Mr Merv Hill and did you have any other discussions
and, if members do not want to respect in silence, | shalvith any other body or persons regarding the dismissal of Mr Hill?

move to warn them. . _ After qualifying a couple of issues to do with the authority
The Hon. GA |NGERSON The decision to appOInt and Mr |ngerson made the statement:
to later Fermlnate Mr Hill was taken t.)y the SATRA board, I had no role at all as Minister in matters involving Mr Hill.
over which | had no statutory or other influence. It also ought . .
to be pointed out that the termination of Mr Hill's position | then asked this question:
was in September, several months after the discussions thaltjsl?rigli)é%UTm%\/rg L?iSthlJrSeZi%n;C‘mithA%nggﬂf i\?v\g\r/eedov&itrgtti Sstggtgr
Mr Hodge h‘.as hlghllghted. .SO’ clearly the two are not r(':‘lateaﬁr;dicated your pre?erences for I\sljr Hill’'s co%nract toybe te?minated?
The affidavit which | provide to the House today shows
categorically that | did not have any influence over theMr Ingerson answered ‘No'. He went on to say:
appointment or termination of Mr Hill and exposes that a no-  Itis not my role to get involved with that authority.
confidence motion or anything cheap or in essence—  Repeatedly | put questions to him and he again said:
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Itis not my role to be involved.
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the .
Opposition. He repeated:
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: In essence, it can be no  Itis notmy role to be involved.
more than a political stunt. Clearly, | do not accept anyOn 11 occasions | questioned the Minister on issues about
misleading of the House and | bring in the statement | havéhat subject matter. In Question Time yesterday, when the
made today and the affidavit to clearly place the position oOpposition asked the first of our questions, the Deputy
my role in relation to Mr Hill's appointment. Premier replied:

Australia.
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I have answered this question before the House— produced a copy of a brief that Mr Hill gave to his solicitor
referring to the statements | have just read. In reply to myt the time. As to those events, Mr Hill sought legal advice,
second question he said: as he should have, having obviously felt vulnerable. He

During the Estimates Committee there was a lengthy question imlnuted on 26 June the fact that_a telephone call had oqcurred
relation to this issue by the member for Hart. He has it on the publi(!~he day before, and he a5ked, his solicitor for Ie.gal'adwce on
record and, if he checks it, he will see what | did. what that meant in terms of his contractual obligations. This
In reply to my third question on this matter the Deputy'bsrizfmg?gtgomplex issue and | need to touch on one or two
Premier replied: poInts. .

: o ) . Mr Hill was appointed to a three year contract by a body

| was questioned at length over this issue in the Estimategstaplished by this Parliament, in a bipartisan move, the
Committee and | have put my position on this issue on the publi& th Australian Th hb d Racina Authority. M ILI'II
record. | have a statutory responsibility as Minister and | put that onPOULN Australian Thoroughbred Racing Authority. Vr Hi
the record. | had no formal involvement. As | said, | had nowas then General Manager of the South Australian Jockey
involvement at all. Club and was offered a three year contract by the board of the

We just heard the Deputy Premier try to tell us that aSouth Australian T.horoughbred Racing Authority anq was
telephone call is not a discussion. | will leave that forunanimously appointed by that authority. Upon hearing of
members opposite to ponder. But at 8.45 p.m. last night, aftéhat signing, the Deputy Premier then made the calls that he
those numerous denials of involvement, discussions or arfjade. We now see from the Deputy Premier a statutory
role in influencing or indicating his preferences, the Deputyduthority signed by his good friend and Chairman of the
Premier made this statement to the Parliament, in part: SAJC, MrMichael Birchall. | will say more about
Around the time when Mr Merv Hill as the Chief Executive Mr Birchall later, but in this instance Mr Birchall has signed

Officer of the SAJC transferred from the SAJC to SATRA, | would Off on a letter S_aying that as Chairman of the SAJC he
have had a number of conversations with Mr Hodge about the racinggrminated Mr Hill's contract and had no involvement with
industry. Many people in the racing industry had expressed graviir Ingerson.
concern to me about Mr Hill's appointment as CEO, an appointment  Hawever. we are talking about two separate contracts
actually made by the board of SATRA and over which | have no ' : . '
statuto)r/y or othe¥inﬂuence— because for a period Mr H|I_I was employ(_ad by the SAJC and
d this is th hii by SATRA. It was appropriate that Mr Hill leave the SAJC
and this is the punchline— and join SATRA, but what the Deputy Premier has not told
I remember conveying this information to Mr Hodge and indicatingthe Parliament today is that there was an out of court
| could not understand why Mr Hill was being appointed as Chiefgattiement concerning the termination of Mr Hill's contract.
Executive of SATRA in view of the widespread industry concern. The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:

So, at 8.45 p.m. yesterday, despite denial after denial, the \r FOLEY: It has very much to do with the Privileges
Deputy Premier was forced to admit that he did makecommittee.

telephone calls. Not only did he make telephone calls, butin  pMembers interjecting:
one call he ConVeyed information to Mr Hodge, that informa- Mr FOLEY: Leaveitto us; we will have you in that seat
tion being that people had expressed grave concern to higery soon, Michael.

about Mr Hill's suitability and that he, the Deputy Premier,  The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
could not understand why he had been appointed as CEO. | The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:

simply refer the House to my initial question of the Deputy  The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Government
Premier to which | received the answer ‘No’, as follows:  Enterprises will come to order.

Did you have discussions with anyone involved with the South  Mr FOLEY: You will make a fine fist of being Deputy
Australian Thoroughbred Racing Authority where you requested opremier; just be patient. Mr Hill's contract was settled out of
indicated your preference for Mr Hill's contract to be terminated? court, and a substantial payment was made to him for
On 18 June Mr Ingerson answered ‘No’. However, at 8.4%ermination of a contract with SATRA—a Government
p.m. yesterday in this House the Deputy Premier gave thstatutory authority. We need to know about the nature of and
opposite answer and | will let members reflectidansard  value of that termination, and a question was asked in the
and the speeches and, on reflection, they can only draw tH&stimates Committee about that. A unanimous decision was
same conclusions that there was certainly a conflict in thoseken by a Government authority. Within days of that
statements. This is a very serious matter. Sir, | am obviousliappening, telephone calls occurred with the Deputy Premier
pleased that you have agreed with the Opposition thetiza  and, within a month or so, Mr Hill’'s three year contract was
faciecase exists. As the Leader of the Opposition has told userminated. Mr Hill took the Government to court and an out
Mr Robert Hodge has made a very brave move, a move thaf court settlement was reached involving thousands of
no doubt caused him a lot of internal anguish, as a formedollars in a compensation payout for Mr Hill. SATRA is a
Vice President of the Liberal Party; as someone on thetatutory authority, is it not, Deputy Premier? We know you
Country Council of the Liberal Party; as someone | knowhave trouble understanding the functions of Government.
with whom you, Sir, have a relationship; and of whom many  An honourable member interjecting:
members of the Government are personal friends. Mr FOLEY: If you want to know about Bruce Guerin,

This would not have been an easy decision for Mr Hodgesk Geoff Anderson; he would have more intimate knowledge
but, in the interests of Government accountability, of goodabout that. Something has to be said about Mr Hill because,
government and of what he believed to be the truth of thén the speech in his own defence last night, the Deputy
matter, he signed a letter to me with a covering statutoryPremier maligned Mr Hill by saying that many people in the
declaration. Without needing to repeat it any more, heaacing industry had expressed grave concern to him about
confirmed that on two occasions Mr Ingerson telephoned hinvr Hill's appointment. We know that the Deputy Premier is
and, in Mr Hodge’s recollection of those conversations, theyot a fan of Mr Hill, but he has used this Parliament to attack
were certainly issues where the Minister attempted tdMr Hill significantly. After being dismissed from the South
influence the Chairman of a statutory authority. We alscAustralian Thoroughbred Racing Authority, for which he
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received a substantial payout from the Government, Mr Hill  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | will contribute but
has since been appointed Deputy Chief Executive Officer dbriefly in this debate, because the Government supports the
the New South Wales Thoroughbred Racing Authority. Themotion before the House. That being so, | would have thought
South Australian Thoroughbred Racing Authority administerghat the appropriate course would be for the dispatch of
a handful of racing clubs. | understand that in New Southbusiness to the select committee. But what have we had? We
Wales he is in a body that is responsible for literally hundredéiave had almost 45 minutes of grandstanding, theatrics,
of thoroughbred racing clubs. | simply make the point— hypocrisy and double standards from members opposite. With
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: the Government’s supporting the thrust of the motion, one
Mr FOLEY: Bob Carr gave him the job? We now have would have thought that the Opposition would want simply
the member for Mawson also attacking Mr Merv Hill by to move forward.

saying that Mr Bob Carr gave him the job. | point out to the House that last night the Deputy Premier
Members interjecting: made a ministerial statement to the House, responding to
The SPEAKER: Order! previous points put forward and to the accusations that the
Mr FOLEY: That is about all the member for Mawson Leader of the Opposition and the member for Hart have made

can contribute. before the House. | also point out to the House that we have

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will become accustomed to history being rewritten, that is,
resume his seat. We are now straying away from the debatselectively quoting and putting a spin on matters, with a
which involves the establishment of a Privileges Committeedifferent interpretation and presentation. Let us get to the
| also remind the present speaker and other membefacts and the accuracy of the matter, and the resolution will
following that it is not necessary to canvass material whictenable that now to occur.
would be dealt with by the Privileges Committee if it was  In addition to the ministerial statement last night, the
established. The member for Hart. Deputy has tabled today a statutory declaration clearly

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir; | take note of your com- indicating that he did not interfere with the process of
ment. | make the point to the Parliament, particularly theMr Hill's termination of employment.
media of this State and people listening, that the Mr Hil's  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
integrity and calibre as an administrator have been acknow- The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader. He has
ledged by the New South Wales Thoroughbred Racinglready been warned once; if he interjects again | will have
Authority—an authority many times larger than this authorityno option but to name him.
here in South Australia. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It if does not attest to their

I will quickly touch on another delicate matter which was argument they want to denigrate the basis, and that is what
raised by the Deputy Premier yesterday and which broughte are getting in the interjections across the House. The
no credit to him or his office. He made reference to Mr Hill's member for Hart said that this is not correct in the view of the
partner, when he said that Mr Hill's partner was an employe®pposition. It is not for the Opposition to be trial, judge and
of a Labor member of Parliament—as if that mattered; as ifury in this matter. On numerous occasions we have seen
that was an issue. The Premier can laugh, but | would hopgembers opposite make political gain, political theatre and
that whatever job our spouses and friends take up they get glitical one-upmanship out of a set of circumstances, and
merit and that they do their job diligently. If you have to again we are seeing the Opposition abusing the parliamentary
make the statement by way of interjection, you are absolutelgrocess for its own political purposes.
correct, Mr Ingerson: the partner of Merv Hill works for a | could talk about a number of committees of this Parlia-
Labor member of Parliament. She once worked for me. Shghent over the course of the past four years whose process has
was a very good employee; | am proud that she worked fopeen abused for no other than base political purposes. If that
me and | am quite happy to give her a reference to work fols the way the Opposition in this State wants to pursue its
another member of Parliament. | think it is grubby to bringresponsibilities to the House and to the broader community,
that into the equation. let it be judged for that at the end of the day. The fact is that

Members interjecting: we the Government support the resolution. The Deputy will

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Government |ogok forward to putting his side of the story and ensuring the
Enterprises and the member for Mawson will come to orderaccuracy of the presentation before the committee.

Mr FOLEY: | would hope that the employment of
Mr Hill's partner in no way influenced the Minister’s attitude =~ Mr MCEWEN (Gordon): Cognisant of your learned
to Mr Hill and his motive and actions when making thoseadvice, Mr Speaker, | accept that the process as set out in the
telephone calls. | conclude by saying that earlier we raised motion before the House should proceed, but | question the
number of issues in relation to the electricity industry in thismerits of the time line proposed. Any protracted investigation
State and the co-generation contract. and consequential destabilising of the Government, especially

Members interjecting: during the ETSA-Optima debate, will not serve the State

Mr FOLEY: | am bringing it to the point, which is simply well. At the end of the day it is the leadership of the State that
this. When you make statements to the Parliament you haveatters. To that end, | propose an amendment to the motion
to be held accountable. The role of the Opposition is to holénd therefore move:
the Government accountable. The Deputy Premier is pelete ‘by 30 September 1998’ and insert ‘within 21 days’.
accountable for his own words and actions. The Premier can
go off as much as he likes, because the Opposition will The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): The
participate in this committee properly. We will give the Opposition is happy to accept the honourable member’s
Deputy Premier every opportunity to present his side of themendment, provided the relevant witnesses are available.
case, we will give Mr Hodge and others every opportunity toThat would be in the interests of both the Deputy Premier and
present their evidence and we will draw a conclusion frommatural justice.
that. Amendment carried; motion as amended carried.
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: | move: relation to the proposal to sell our power utilities, including

That five members be appointed to the committee and that thod@€ legislation that will be put in place as it relates to
members be Messrs Brindal, Conlon, Foley, Gunn and McEwen. structure, including the role of the Ombudsman and the

Motion carried. industry regulator to give protection to consumers, to look at
the pricing order we have put in place so that prices will not
rise beyond CPI to 1 January 2003, or any other issue
members of the Labor Party might want to canvass with the
sales team. They can bring some media along if they want to.
DEPUTY PREMIER If they want to open it up to the media, that is fine by us.

I would simply like the Opposition to at least be informed
so it can make a decision with information and not a decision
ased on prejudice, on ideology or on a resolution of 1996.
he Leader of the Opposition has not been prepared to go
gack to the Labor Party and say, ‘It's two years later, perhaps
circumstances have changed; perhaps we ought to review the

QUESTION TIME

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
How many times did the Premier discuss with Mr Rob Hodg
complaints about the activities of the Deputy Premier in hi
role as the former racing Minister, and did Mr Hodge inform
the Premier that the Minister had spoken to him about th

em?L%ymg:t&fyrBlg:ﬁDAL_ Mr Speaker, | rise on a point position as to our policy on the sale of our power utilities.’
C ) ! . .Bob Carr, the Premier of New South Wales, is prepared to do
of order. Is this not a matter before a select committee of th|§nat He has been back to his Caucus a couple of times, and
House, Sir? o : " f
’ . ., heis going back to a conference in October. He will do that
__The Hon. M.D. RANN: This is about the Premiers ¢ sogn ag the next Federal election is out of the way, so that
involvement all('?d nﬁt about the D?pgty Premlf(_ars 'nr\]’c’l;]’e'Federal Leader Kim Beazley is not embarrassed in relation
hment. Ikam "?‘?1 Il\?gl: edPremler to clarify or confirm whet €'to the Telstra sale. With that out of the way, there is no doubt
e spoke with Mr . odge. . that the New South Wales Government will proceed to
The SPEAKER: | ask the Leader to repeat the question..hange the policy. Why does not the Leader of the Opposition
_ The Hon. M.D. RANN: How many times did the Premier (56 the issue back to the ALP conference for reconsider-
discuss with Mr Hodge complaints about the activities of thestion? There would not be a business person around who

Deputy Premier in his role as the former racing Minister, andyoy|q be making decisions today based on circumstances
did Mr Hodge inform the Premier that the Minister had p5ck in 1996.

spoken to him about the employment of Mr Hill? In today’s . . .

mpedia Mr Hodge has said trl?atyhe first raised ‘the Ingeryson Mr Brokenshire: They would go broke if they did.

issue with the Premier soon after the October election TheHon.J.W.OLSEN: Yes, they would go broke—

because of his concern at the arrogance of the Olsen Cabinéactly. If circumstances change you then make a decision
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: After the election Mr Hodge had " the new circumstances, but not the Labor Party in South

to my recollection one meeting with me. At that meeting/\ustralia. Members opposite want to stay in their time warp,

Mr Hodge was an aggrieved person in relation to the racing'ey Want o stay in the past and ignore the fact that it was a
industry in South Australia. He raised numerous issues ik@P0r Government—the Federal Hawke-Keating
relation to the racing industry and he, Mr Hodge. Government—that put in place the national electricity market.
Itis its policy that has been put in place, yet the Labor Party
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION sits mute. It will not look at the new circumstances. Where
is the Labor Party’s policy on retirement of debt?

Mr MEIER (Goyder): Will the Premier inform the Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Sir, this is awfully
House what has been the response from the Leader of thepetitious. Coming back to your ruling on Tuesday about the
Opposition to the offer by the Premier yesterday to providdact that in about one hour we will be in Committee on this
the Leader of the Opposition and his Caucus with a fullegislation, the comments of the Premier are clearly consis-
briefing from the Government and its electricity advisers ortent with the enabling legislation before the Parliament to sell
the sale of ETSA and Optima? ETSA and Optima. He is anticipating an item already on the

Ms HURLEY: On a point of order, Sir, has the Premier Notice Paper and an Order of the Day, and | ask you to rule
any responsibility for the response of the Leader of theaccordingly, Sir.

Opposition? _ _ The SPEAKER: | remind all members of the House of
The SPEAKER: The question | believe was whether he the ruling | made earlier in the week. We have an ETSA Bill
had had a response, in which case it is in order. before the House and | ask members not to canvass matters

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: One would have hoped that we that are the subject of that Bill.
would have at least heard the word ‘Yes’ from the Leader of The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Policy is what is important—

the Opposition for this one option to brief members of thej,ggment on policy. Debt is one of the most important issues

Caucus. If there is some hesitation on the other side, let thefR thjs State. What does the Labor Party have to say about

not be concerned: | will make the team available at noon nexjept? It says:

Wednesday. If it is not confirmed by the Leader that his ) ) . .

Caucus is available for the briefing, | say to any member oﬁerggﬁggglot}eg:gggggggfg&lﬁgms' in nominal terms, and as a

the Labor Party Caucus that at noon next Wednesday we w '

designate a room in Parliament House with all the advisers Mr Brokenshire: How?

and the Treasurer available to brief anybody who would like  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Exactly. It does not explain how

to turn up. | hope that the Opposition will take up the or what it will do to reduce debt. This is a Party, in opposi-

opportunity to have this briefing. tion, that claims to be the alternative Government. Itis not the
As | mentioned yesterday, Opposition members can nalternative Government because it has no alternative policies.

only have a briefing but can ask any questions they want iit is not prepared to put down any policy initiatives for
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assessment and judgment by the public of South Australigob certainty. That is what we have to achieve for South
Members opposite remain condemned. Australia.

Ms Key interjecting:

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am glad that the new member ADELAIDE 36ers
opposite waved that policy document. | have just read what ) o
the Opposition’s policy is on debt. It says absolutely nothing,  Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Premier inform the
The Opposition has no policy thrust, direction or plans for thd1ouse of what action the Government will take to welcome
reduction of debt in South Australia. It has no plans, nd0me our newest sporting champions, the Adelaide 36ers?
vision, no ideas and no policy initiatives. It is not even  The Hon. JW.OLSEN: | am pleased to advise the
prepared to take the matter up at its conference, because tHeuse that—

Leader of the Opposition has put down a public position from ~ Mr Conlon interjecting:
which a number of members of the Labor Party are walking The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder for
away. continuous interjections.

There is in place a Federal Labor policy on the national  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Like most members on this side
e|ectricity market. Off the reCOfd, a number of LaborOf the House | was a very prOUd South Australian last nlght
members are prepared to say that they hope this legislatidf See the 36ers bring home the NBL title to South Australia,
goes through. The point is that the Leader of the Oppositiofespite the spoiling tactics of the Leader of the Opposition
is not game to take the matter back to the conference becaudg0 refused to give me a pair to go to Melbourne yesterday.
he could well be rolled from the position that he has put dowrt1ow petty and small-minded is the Leader of the Opposition?

in the past few months. Take it back. Don't ignore— _I'was proud to be there following a 75 minute meeting
Members interjecting: with Premier Kennett in his office before the match. We
The SPEAKER: Order! discussed Federal taxation reform: in particular, horizontal
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Instead of resorting to a tired old fiscal equalisation. For the benefit of members opposite, that
1996 policy, update yourselves to 1998. means the security of payment from the larger States to the
Members interjecting: smaller States to ensure equality in the delivery of services
The SPEAKER: Order! in education, health and the like in the future. In any funda-
mental taxation reform, if horizontal fiscal equalisation is
UNEMPLOYMENT removed, it is the smallest States of Australia that are

disadvantaged. | wanted to ensure that, in any discussions,
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): In ~ Western Australia, Queensland, New South Wales and
the light of the Premier’s promise to reduce South Australia’s/ictoria do not put at risk and disadvantage smaller States
unemployment rate to the national average by the year 2008uch as South Australia. We believe in taxation reform but
does the Premier believe the forecast of his own key econonmot if it brings about disadvantage. To ensure that we
ic adviser Professor Cliff Walsh of a South Australianget HFE included—
unemployment rate for June 1999 of 10.8 per cent compared Mr CONLON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, whilst
with his forecast for national unemployment of 8.7 per cent?his might be more important than basketball, the question is
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: This Government will continue about the 36ers.
to attract new private sector investment to this State, such as The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Premier to come back
the announcement | was able to make two hours ago th& the question. | understand that the reasons he was in
Boral is shifting its national call service centre to Adelaide.Melbourne were perhaps many, but the question relates to
This is a $3 million new investment with the creation of basketball.
80 additional jobs, making a total of 140 positions because The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: In respect of my visit to
it protects the 60 positions that are already here. At risk wablelbourne yesterday, that was the most important thing. In
the location of this service centre in another State of Austaddition, I had the opportunity to be at courtside to congratu-
ralia. Not only have we protected 60 jobs but we have addelthite Phil Smyth, much to the chagrin of the Leader of the
a further 80, which means that in total 140 jobs will be Opposition who in his petty, small-minded way refused to
located in the central business district. give me a pair. | remind the House that we gave the former
| point out to the Deputy Leader, who has a very selectivd’remier, John Bannon, a pair to take leave—not to go on a
memory and who clearly does not read a lot, that the neuninisterial trip but to—
private sector investment figures for South Australia and the An honourable member: To have a holiday.
percentage increase show that we are outperforming every The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: That’s right. On no occasion
other State of Australia. when we sat on the Opposition benches did we deny the then
Ms Hurley: Your advice is wrong. Government any reasonable pair. We gave John Bannon a
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Deputy Leader suggests pair to go to the Formula One Grand Prix.
that the advice is wrong. That retort arises from my comment Mr CONLON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, again |
to her about her research staff who put her up to asking draw your attention to the fact that the question is about
sham question. Yesterday, they made her the fall guy witlvelcoming home a basketball team, not the practice of giving
that question about an airline ticket. The Deputy Leader onlyairs in this House.
needs to look at ABS figures and the percentage increase as The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is skirting around
reported in thédustralianand other newspapers which clearly the mark. | ask him to have regard to the question.
indicate that, as far as private sector new capital investment The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | understand why members
in South Australia in percentage terms is concerned, Soutbpposite are sensitive and do not like having drawn to their
Australia is outperforming the other States. We will keep ousattention the pettiness and small-mindedness of their Leader.
initiative, our momentum and our direction on achieving thatln acknowledgment of the win in the National Basketball
With new private sector investment you get job creation and.eague the Government is pleased to give the 36ers due
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recognition for this national title. A State reception will be STATE ASSETS

held for the national basketball team when it returns. It will

include the sponsors and members of the 36ers fan club, Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Govern-

800 of whom travelled to Melbourne as part of the contingentment Enterprises advise the House of the reasons for the
to support the team yesterday. As this is the team’s first wivarious scoping studies being undertaken within his depart-
since 1986 (12 years), we will acknowledge its sportingment?

achievements with a reception, and we would even be The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is a particularly
delighted to have the Opposition come along and support thisnportant question, as it deals with matters that go to the

grand win by the 36ers. heart of the financial future of South Australia. The scoping
studies being undertaken within agencies for which | am
POLITICAL COMMENTS responsible include the TAB, lotteries, SAGRIC, Ports

Corporation and WorkCover. The aim of the studies is to

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Does the Premier agree with identify any of the financial and commercial risks to the
his economic adviser, Professor Cliff Walsh, that LiberalGovernment of owning and operating the businesses, and to

Party instability is harming South Australia’s economicidentify how the Government can maximise the value of
interests and that some of his Liberal colleagues aréhose assets. The scoping study may lead to the sale of the
‘wankers’? In briefing the media today, Professor Walsh saidssets if the financial and commercial benefits outweigh the
that none of the Liberals to whom he had spoken objected tasks of continued ownership. The reasons for undertaking the
his calling them wankers. He said: scoping studies frankly are just commonsense. Whenever one
What they objected to was my suggestion that they should ado@WNS an asset—whether it is a house, a car or any other
the motto for the Liberal Party: ‘We have seen the enemy and it i@sset—it makes sense to review whether the continued
ourselves.’ ownership of the asset would be a wise thing or whether,

At the subsequent business briefing, he said of Libera@iven all the present circumstances, it might be better to sell
disunity that some Liberals were in danger of ‘going blind’. that asset.

The SPEAKER: Order! The tenor of the question is a L L!)t Is pl)jartitcularly intﬁ.reﬁttirr:g Ehatdmer?lt:)ﬁrsoof the.t.Britishd
little out of character for this Parliament. abour Farty, upon which the Leader of the Upposition an

oo .. members of the Opposition so closely model themselves,
. Trlle |I-|0n.hJ.\\//vv. Orl]‘SEN' M|ghft \;\r’]e” merr:be;rs .tzlppo?te crave had similar thought processes. The Labour Government
Simply laugn. Vve have one ol the most signilicant anqy, pyjiain has announced the sell-off of State assets. Those

important policy debates in this State’s history, certainly inassets include the remaining interests in British Energy,

Ehe pas]E 20t0 30 }[/_ears. Y?; thif erk’ t?%_%’goﬁitiog’ National Air Traffic Services and the Belfast port. Also, the
erms of any questions on the structure o » N8S DECyte the British state run betting industry, and the Royal

silent. o Mint are seeking private partners to take advantage of new

Ms Hurley interjecting: commercial opportunities.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: That is how much the Deputy ~ The phenomenon that is occurring in Britain is somewhat
Leader knows. Well, Ralph, welcome back any day. Theypical of the Labor Party in general. When members of the
Deputy Leader just demonstrated her absolute ignorance. Ti@pposition are in opposition, they oppose all privatisation.
fact is the restructuring Bill has not been introduced into thayhen they are in power, they embrace it—SAGASCO,
Parliament yet. So she is caught out yet again. If the Deputpantas, the Commonwealth Bank, and on and on the list
Leader would do just a little homework, she would Undel’-goes_ The Leader of the Opposition clearly likes to see
stand that, as the legislation has not been introduced, amimself in the same tradition as Tony Blair. | would say that
range of questions, discussions and policies can be pgctually the comparison ought to continue for a rational
forward in debate in this Chamber. But, no, the only questioiuture for South Australia. The Labor Party, like a chame-
that the Deputy Leader could think of yesterday was out ofeon, changes to suit political circumstance rather than the
theFinancial Reviewhaving read one of the bottom lines in interest of the community. The Government is focused on
which one of the journalists had put a disclaimer and wantingonsistent policy while the Opposition is looking at politics.
to know how much the airfare was from Sydney or Mel-  |n this case, as | have said, the Labor Party Opposition
bourne to Adelaide. That is the extent of her knowledge an@dught to follow the model set by its counterpart in Britain. It
interest or that of the Labor Party in a policy that talks abouis particularly relevant, because in the Electronic Telegraph
a $4 billion to $6 billion sale of a utility which will have the of Friday 13 March, one of the items from the UK News
capacity to almost eliminate debt in South Australia. states:

Instead of languishing with debt as we have since the State The sale of Whitehall agencies to the private sector has been
Bank, we would be able to break free and give our kids a debtiled out by the Government, despite signs that many have failed to
free future. We would be able to spend $2 million a dayhit performance targets in recent years.
instead of its going down the drain and being wasted offhat was in March. Here we have in June a Government
interest. We would no longer be burning money as a result dboking at different circumstances: different things prevail
the policies of those opposite. We would be able to put theand different rationales occur, so it is clearly making
$2 million a day into schools, hospitals and services for Soutklecisions that are for the good of the United Kingdom. Where
Australians. The tenor, the substance—or lack of it—ofis the protest from anyone in Australia who sits on a Labor
questions from members opposite clearly underlines the poiftarty bench? Nowhere, because they do not want to have
that they are not a credible, alternative Government. They dtheir comments getting in the way of what Tony Blair is
not even have the semblance of a credible, alternativdoing in the United Kingdom—uwhich they support.
Opposition. Time and again they demonstrate that they have | well remember seeing the television photographs of a
no ideas or vision, and they certainly do not have even a planumber of the people over here who were gloriously celebrat-
for South Australia’s future. ing the victory of the United Kingdom Labour Party in the
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election. | do not know whether the member for Peake wation and a degree of accuracy upon which she can make any
there, but they were all celebrating, because they think thdtiture contributions in this House.
the Labour Party over there is terrific and that it has all the
right ideas. As | pointed out, between March and June the ABORIGINAL RECONCILIATION
Labour Government has clearly seen different circumstances o
and has decided to go against what it said in March, thatis, Mr LEWIS (Hammond): What recentinitiatives has the
the sale of Whitehall agencies to the private sector has bedWinister for Aboriginal Affairs taken to promote Aboriginal
ruled out by the Government. Far from maintaining thateconciliation and self-determination in South Australia?
under different circumstances, in the future Government The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The South Australian Govern-
departments will be set fixed three year budgets and, in th@ent has moved forward across a very wide range of
first privatisations by a Labor Government, majority stakedmportant social and economic areas to provide support to
are to be sold in the National Air Traffic Services, the Aboriginal people. In this endeavour, we have had the
Commonwealth Development Corporation and so on. In théffective administration back-up of the Division of State
United Kingdom we have a Labour Government that isAboriginal affairs. As | reported in my National Sorry Day
clearly prepared, for the good of the United Kingdom peop|e§peech to the Parliament, the Ministerial Council of Abori-
to look at the best possible use of the assets of the Britisginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (MCATSIA) has
people, and the Labor Party here should do exactly the sanggreed to respond comprehensively to all concerns raised in
thing. the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission report
bringing them home. A key agency advisory group will
undertake the necessary work.

This matter is of utmost importance but it remains part of

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My a wider set of positive approaches. Efforts in health and

question is directed to the Premier. In what way was the 1998ducation and job creation will continue. The South Aust-
Industry Commission report wrong when it advised therahan Aboriginal Education and Training Advisory Commit-

Premier as the then Infrastructure Minister that breaking u[Bee, comprised entirely of Aboriginal people and representing

Optima Energy further into separate companies would not b !I levels of education and training from early childhood to

in South Australia’s interests? The April 1996 Industry Ngher education, is charged with ensuring that the educa-
ﬁonal needs and concerns of Aboriginal people are being met.

Commission report, commissioned by the then Infrastructure™ ; . . F 4

Minister, considered whether to break up Optima into mor IS playlng a very important role In monitoring, evalgatlor]

than oné company. The report states: and implementation of the eight priorities that are outlined in
’ ’ the national report of the Ministerial Council on Education,

The commission’s analysis lead it to conclude that division wasEmployment, Training and Youth Affairs on Aboriginal
unlikely to reduce market power to any practical degree. Divisioneqcation
could result in losses of economies of scale and scope. Such losses L . . . .
would disadvantage South Australian generators in the national Further, it is also intervening, directly with research
market, compared to the much larger generators in New South Wal&JIpport, in areas such as attendance, retention, Aboriginal

and Victoria. children’s health and focusing on hearing loss, and in an area
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: I simply point out to the Deputy that is also extremely important, that is, calcium deficiency.

Leader that it is 1998. The national electricity market isI 2\2’% rﬁq%%rttigaﬁ]r?%’:gﬂsg tﬁg ége ;’xtonrql;?tfat?g itescc?gr?trrTi]tl)Cu-
starting up in October this year and circumstances are a | ion to gconomic ro'ectsgsuch as I[t)he whale watch centre at
of different from those in 1996. To start V\_/ith_, the reason th e head of the pGr{aat Australian Bight, which is being
S-rﬁ\étir;rg;rét;\% ?ohfﬁ?eee'Sggfstrgg%in\ﬂﬁhoaq \r,\?g Svr;r?[tetg ?Hndertaken successfully with the cooperation of the Yalata
move to meet the requirements of COAG with minimal people. .
change. That is what we sought to do. The fact is that th More recently, there .has been project dE’TVEmeen.t ofa
other States of Australia—and the Deputy Leader has beepPUth-East tourism trail in cooperation with Aboriginal
here for the past four years so she ought to have understo8§°P!€ in Victoria. This opportunity to share Aboriginal
and at least know this—had objected, including New Soutr<|:ul'[ure with tourls_ts.has the potential to b_e a very successful
Wales Labor, to our minimal position. employer of Aborlglnal'people. As a Parliament—and | am
. ... . sure every member will agree—we must encourage these
Therefore, we were under threat, first, in participating inactivities which bring jobs and certainly self-esteem. The
the market and, secondly, regarding competition paymentgepartment was recently successful in gaining $6 million for
and the other States would take that up. The Deputy Lead@frastructure works such as community housing, water and
knows that this debate took place. Just ask the member f%werage in remote communities—which | have reported to

Hart; he would recall the debates in the Parliament indicatinghe House before. That will provide a greatly improved public
the steps we had to take and the reaction of the other Statgg;|th hase in these communities.

toit. The announcement yesterday of the Federal Government’s

Once again, get a decent researcher who carHaadard move to a solution on Wik is to be commended. It will
or get some basic information so the premise of your questioprovide a fair outcome for Aboriginal people and further the
has some semblance of accuracy to it rather than being rigptocess and the progress of reconciliation between indigenous
out of court. Clearly, it underscores the necessity for thend non-indigenous people. Progressing Native Title issues
Opposition to go to the briefing at noon next Wednesdayin itself will have the added benefit, and certainly the
And, as it happens, | was incorrect. | said that it was here aieneficial effect, of returning community focus to overcom-
Parliament House but it is not: it is on the 16th floor of theing the health, education and job opportunity deficits that are,
State Administration Centre. | ask the Deputy Leader to avaihdeed, suffered by many throughout the Aboriginal commu-
herself of that briefing so she can at least get some informarities.

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION
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ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION had been to its ratepayers, as is provided by law, and had its
own exemption per favour of its ratepayers. A number of
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  other councils, while they were anxious to assist the economy
Given the Premier's stated desire for a competitive poweand work with the Government in economic development,
industry, will he tell the House the sum total of additional because of undertakings given during the amalgamation
costs involved in operating six separate power companies ggocess, felt honour bound to adhere to the rate cap process
proposed by the Premier on Tuesday, each of which woulthat they had taken on board already. The first part of the
operate six separate administrations, legal departmentanswer is that 17 councils have already been granted
advertising and promotions departments, and so on? lexemptions.
response to that 1996 industry commission inquiry, ETSA However, it would be unfair not to inform the House that
stated: councils have been given a second opportunity to apply for
The loss of economies of scale and scope that would result fror@n €xemption from the rate cap. As we speak, officers of my
the complete separation of ETSAs generation, transmission andepartment are preparing a recommendation which will go
distribution retail businesses would not be less than $18 million pepefore the Executive Government and which suggests that
annum. another group of councils may be eligible for a rate cap.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As the Minister for Government  Either the Premier or | will be pleased to inform this House
Enterprises rightly points out, they are private sector comwhen the Executive Government makes a decision about how
panies. So what? Secondly, and importantly, this structure hagany additional—

been— Mr Atkinson: Higher taxes create jobs!
Ms Hurley interjecting: The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: That reminds me of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader willremain chortling opposite when the Premier was answering a
silent; she has asked her question. guestion, because this question asked by the member for

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: And a lot less than compromis- Mawson is indeed about the creation of jobs. | was disgusted,
ing the competition payments. Competition payments are ias the people of South Australia have every right to be
two components, and | detailed to the House in my ministerdisgusted, when in answering a question some members
ial statement on Tuesday what they were. | will not goopposite shrugged their shoulders as though 80 jobs did not
through them in detail again, but the structure we have put imatter. | have to tell members opposite that, if you are
place has now been signed off by the ACCC (Professor Felgjnemployed, one job matters. To laugh and to carry on
and the NCC. With their sign-off, with the structure, we arebecause it is only 80 jobs is a disgrace. If | were not in this
guaranteed, therefore, no diminished competition paymen®arliament | would say more than just ‘a disgrace’.
because of our power utility structure. But, if you leave itas Mr CONLON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
the Labor Party would want it in South Australia, you put atWhile the member for Unley’s high dudgeon is impressive,
risk those competition payments. Therefore, if you were tas he responding to this question or a previous one?
put it in that context, the cost is negligible and, if they are The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to members on my

private sector companies, it is irrelevant. left that the Minister’s response was in reply to the member
for Spence’s interjection. If members realised that interjec-
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES tions are out of order and if they did not bait Ministers, they
) o would not get these responses.
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | will continue with the

Local Government inform the House how many councilanswer to my question and will observe that when it comes
applications for exemption from rate capping have now beeg, high dudgeon | am but a mere student of the member for
approved? From the information received from councils, cafjitchell. It should be noted that, of the 17 applicant councils,

the Minister pI’OVIde the House with the estimated econ0m|9\/ha‘t the pro]ect recommended for approva' from those 17
growth and employment opportunities that will occur as agpplicant councils amounted to an additional expenditure of

result of the Government's policy? approximately $10.1 million in the 1998-99 financial year by
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | thank the member for councils for those special projects. Apart from a small
Mawson for a very intelligent question. number of environmental projects, the vast majority of the
Mr Clarke interjecting: projects fell into the economic development, tourism,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will employment creation and small business categories. | will try
come to order. to explain this in detail to the House, unless members
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: At least | learnt to use opposite try to trip me on my own words, which seems to be
crayons. their favourite occupation lately.
Mr Clarke interjecting: Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith does  The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
not have the call. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: It should be noted that the

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: As this House well knows, $10.1 million is a composite of projects where part or all of
in an attempt to form a more seamless relationship with théhe funds will be taken directly from the new revenue
local government sector, the Government has asked itto joigenerated but also from council contributions to major
in a partnership to drive forward the economy and importanprojects by way of loan funds where some or all of the
developments such as tourism by inviting it to submitprinciple plus interest payments in the first year would be met
significant projects of a unique nature to particular council§rom the new revenue generated from the rates limitation
that might qualify for exemption from the rate cap. exemption. The member for Spence, who loves to interject,

In the first round of granting exemptions, the Governor bykeeps asking, ‘Where does the money come from?’ It comes
proclamation exempted 17 councils from the rate cap. Somieom exactly the same place that all Government money
did not need to be exempt; for example, the City of Salisburycomes from: the people of South Australia. It also comes
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from those same people who are paying $2 million a day focontract, do not lend themselves to accurate predictions of the
the maladministration of a Government of which he was a&xact numbers of new employees. Therefore, it is suggested
part. that it is more sensible in this place to talk about the increased
If the honourable member wants to question the goodevel of economic activity generated—and that is not a joke.
application of money by a decent sector of government, thafhe councils are doing their best in this area and they are
is local government, let him first look at his own hypocrisy. doing their best to help their ratepayers. The member for
They might be increasing the rates for legitimate purposesSpence says, ‘It's the ratepayers’ money.’ Indeed, it is the
spending the money on good and legitimate purposes. Thegtepayers’ money. Every cent that this Government handles
are not tearing up money and destroying it. This Governmeris public money: it comes from the citizens of South Australia
faces losing $2 million a day because of what the member faand across this nation. The Commonwealth collects money
Spence and those of his ilk did in this House. Let thethat way; we collect money that way; councils do it no less.
honourable member be a little lighter on the hypocrisy andPeople do not mind paying their taxes and their rates: they are
a bit stronger on truth: it might be a new experience for himconcerned about the proper application of that money.
This is the very same member for Spence who boasted— [ will conclude by giving anillustration of a couple of the
Mr HANNA: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. projects concerned. In one council, the District Council of
Surely the Minister is straying from the point in respondingLe Hunte, support for the new industry in a rural town (it is
to interjections, something that of itself is out of order. a granite quarrying industry) is estimated to create 33 jobs in
The SPEAKER: The Chair has been listening very the construction phase and up to 300 long-term jobs in a
carefully to the Minister, and he is starting to stray in hisperiod of three years. | have heard members opposite talk
reply. | draw him back to answering the substance of thebout the multiplier factor. So, in a town such as Wudinna,
question. around which this industry is centred, there are in fact 300
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Certainly, | willreturntothe new jobs. That will bring teachers—it may even keep some
substance of the question. The $10.1 million does not refledtanks open—and it will bring a degree of economic activity
the total expenditure on projects, because many also haweto the—
funding contributions from the State Government or from Mrs GERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order,
other sources. The figures listed above refer only to thér Speaker. The Minister has been answering this question
council contribution from new revenue or from loans servicedor about 14 minutes. The Opposition has asked about five
by new revenue. Therefore, this figure ($10.1 million) couldquestions but still has five questions to ask, and we have only
well be seen as a conservative estimate of the new expendi3 minutes left. It appears that the Minister will use all of that
ture on projects which would otherwise not have occurredime to indulge himself.
unless the rate limitation exemption were granted. It is The SPEAKER: | am constrained by Standing Order 98.
important to realise that there cannot be a definitive answe8o long as the Minister adheres to the substance of the
on this, because not all of the applicants in the first round haduestion and does not debate it, | have no powers to sit the
the formal approval of their councils to go ahead with theMinister down, but | remind Ministers that there is the
projects. Of course, they need to do that because, while th@portunity for ministerial statements and there are occasions
Governor might grant the exemption, that matter still needsvhen it is appropriate to use that opportunity.
to go before councils to be ratified and to be part of their Mr Atkinson interjecting:
budget. This is a matter which is outside the control of this The SPEAKER: Order! | hope that is not casting a
Parliament—except perhaps for the member for Spence, wheflection. | am constrained by the Standing Order.
often boasted that he had one particular council in his pocket. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Thank you, Sir. In an
Mr Atkinson: Two. example closer to home, in fact in the member for Spence’s
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: |apologise, Sir; | have been own electorate, the Council of Charles Sturt—
corrected. | know that interjections should not be responded Mr Atkinson: A good council!

to, but it was two councils—not one. It is not possible— The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: It is interesting that the
An honourable member: It is wasting time to answer a member for Spence a while ago was questioning councils

question. doing this, yet his own council has done it and he is on the
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | thought the people of South record—

Australia would be interested. The SPEAKER: The Minister will get back to the
Mrs Geraghty: Itis really an abuse of Question Time for substance of the question.

you to do this. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, Sir. | am just agreeing

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | would remind the honour- that it is a good council indeed, as the member for Spence
able member opposite that it is also against Standing Ordessid. That council actually asked for support for a new IT

to point. industry joint development project, estimated on completion
Members interjecting: to sustain 150 long-term jobs in the industry. If that comes to
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the call. fruition, or even half comes to fruition, it is exactly in concert

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Itis not possible—in factit with the blueprint laid down by the Premier and his Ministers
would be dangerous—to predict exact employment levels, buh terms of driving this State forward and in terms of hi-tech,

I will do my best. With outcomes arising out of the project cutting edge type developments. The IT precinct at Charles
submitted— Sturt is something we should all applaud.

Mr Atkinson interjecting: Mr Atkinson interjecting:

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | will answer the second The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: As | said, the lifting of the—
question after | have answered the first. Councils have not Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
decided on the particular level of rate increase; therefore, amnderstand your ruling with respect to Standing Order 98, but
exact employment projection is difficult to provide. Secondly,you also have the power to withdraw leave from Ministers at
some projects, especially those which have been let tany time, as a former Speaker has done on occasion with
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respect to the present Minister for Environment and Heritage NUCLEAR WASTE DUMP

in the case of a particularly long-winded answer. The

Minister has been going for at least 14 minutes and, if he Mr HILL (Kaurna): Can the Premier explain to the

keeps going much longer, he truly will go blind. House the Government's policy on the establishment of a
The SPEAKER: It is fair that the Minister have regard nuclear waste dump in South Australia and can he tell the

to the statement | made earlier about adhering to the Sui—éouse whether the Government opposes the dumping of high

stance of the question and considering the use of ministerigfve! nuclear waste, suqhoas plutonium, or waste from
statements. | ask the Minister, in deference to other membefy€'S€aS, In South Australia? On 10 June the Federal Minister

who wish to ask questions, to draw his answer to a close. o Resources, Senator Parer, annour!ced that the final 18 sites
for a national radioactive waste repository were all located in
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Of course, | am always very South Australia.
pleased to take your wise counsel on board, Mr Speaker. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the honourable member
Therefore, | conqlude by saying that | have only bu.t_scrc?ltchefbr the question, which has been a long time coming. Not
the surface of this issue. | do.not want the Opposition in an¥ynly has the Government policies but it has laws which
way to suggest that | have given a complete answer or thgfetermine where radioactive waste can be dumped. We are
there may not be contradictory bits in my statement becausgorking with the Federal Government, which has undertaken
they have failed to allow me to answer this question fully. ap extensive consultation project, and this is something the
The SPEAKER: | am sure Her Majesty’s Opposition Keating Government did not do when it proposed to bring
does not think that. radioactive material here. There has been an extensive—
An honourable member interjecting:
TELETECH The Hon. R.G. KERIN: You have been here five
. _ ) . minutes. There has been an extensive consultation process,
Mr HANNA (Mitchell):  Does the Premier stand by his \yhich s on track. Unfortunately, once again the people of
claim that Teletech will create 1 000 jobs, as he promised twep 5 region have had to put up with very extensive misrepre-
days before the last election, and can he tell the Housgentation of what the Federal Government s actually looking
whether any taxpayer money has yet been given to Teletechy pytting there: it is low level radioactive waste. The locals
given that Telgtech has not yet established its call centre iRaye had to put up with accusations that the material to be
South Australia? In a press release of 9 October 1997 thgmped will cause all sorts of diseases and the like. There has
Premier stated that the Teletech deal would create 1 000 jobgeen misrepresentation. We have ensured that the Federal
and the press release continued: Government is going through the right steps. There has been
Teletech's premises will be constructed at Science Park and willtuch consultation with local people and they have a far better

be ready by mid-1998. Until then the company will operate fromunderstanding of what it is all about. It is about low level
temporary premises within the park’s Mark Oliphant Building. radioactive waste.

Calls to Teletech in Sydney and Science Park on Tuesday this Mr Hill interjecting:

week confirmed that Teletech has still to establish a call The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The shadow Minister should
centre in Adelaide. read the legislation which controls this. As | said, we are

working with the Federal Government, and members ought

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It is because the contractual {4 pe aware that there is a responsibility by the people of
negotiations are still being undertaken. Australia to do something—

Mr Hill interjecting:
OVINE JOHNES DISEASE The Hon. R.G. KERIN: What the honourable member
is talking about is stored in hospitals, factories and elsewhere
Mr VENNING (Schubert): My question is directed to in the metropolitan area and people are in close proximity to
the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources andt.
Regional Development. Following an unfortunate— Mr Hill interjecting:

Members interjecting: The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The honourable member is
trying to put words in the Minister's mouth. One point needs

Mr VENNING: —this is a very serious question— ; S
outbreak of Ovine Johnes disease in South Australia, can ttﬁ%be made concerning the responsibility for the waste we

Minister update the current situation on the measures und ve created. This issue is about the Federal Govemment's
P ?&king up that responsibility, accepting the fact that we have

way to investigate the outbreak and indicate anything furtheEreated this low level radioactive waste and acknowledgin
being done to help the industry deal with OJD and reduce thﬁwt something needs to be done about storage. Itis Iikg oSr

serious threat it poses? debt—we have to do something about it and not leave it for
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: It is unfortunate that we have the next generation to contend with. We will continue to work

had an outbreak of Ovine Johnes on Kangaroo Island. Theith the Federal Government and we will be watching closely

South Australian industry would like to thank the landholderthe decisions it comes down with. However, there has been

concerned for his cooperation in cleaning up the problem. Itnuch misrepresentation and | repeat: it is low level waste that

is important that people realise that Ovine Johnes is a seriottise Federal Government is looking at.

disease and a threat to the industry in South Australia. The

industry is doing a good job of eradication and testing to SPORTING EXCELLENCE

control the disease, and people should realise that this is a

productivity and in no way a food safety issue. Certainly, the Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Can the Minister for

industry and the Government will work together to ensureRecreation and Sport inform the House of the potential

that we do not have a spread of the disease on the island.economic and social benefits that derive from the pursuit of
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excellence in sport, as demonstrated last night by the grand BRINK PRODUCTIONS

final win of the Adelaide 36ers?
. The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | thank the honourable member ervices):l lay on the table the ministerial statement relating

for his question. Last night the 36ers were an example to a{i a new theatre company made earlier today in another place
South Australians of what happens when people pursue@ my colleague the Minister for the Arts
particular level of excellence. In the case of the 36ers they '

were lucky enough to achieve it and they will be an inspira-
tion to all South Australians. South Australia is very lucky NATIVETITLE
with the sporting success it has had of late with the 36ers, the Te Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-

Crows, Quit Lightning and others. It is important for ment Enterprises): I lay on the table a ministerial statement

members to realise what underpins that success in Soufl|ating to Native Title made earlier today in another place
Australia. South Australia is fortunate that we have a Venhy the my colleague the Attorney-General.

high participation rate within sport and recreation across the
State. That participation rate is inspired by the victory of the
Crows, the 36ers and other South Australian teams competing
against Victoria—

An honourable member: The Power!

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS:—and the Power when they
occasionally win. Being a Crows fan— The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the

Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | ask that the House note grievances.
Minister put the true facts on the record and not make such Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | had intended to ask the

flippant remarks. Minister for Government Enterprises a question today but,
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. because of the long-winded waffling of the Minister for Local
) . . Government, our time has been reduced yet again. Rarely do
o The Hon. I.F. EVANS: As | sald,_when _the Power wins e ever get 10 questions up any more, because these
itis an inspiration to So_uth Australia. It wins occasionally; Ministers just blabber away, making no sense at all at times,
it does not win all the time, to my recollection. If you can g4 it is an abuse and an outrage.
prove they win all the time, good luck to you. It is the  tpe g estion | wanted to ask the Minister was about the
participation rate that “”defp"?s the success of the VaroYgther loss of another 25 jobs from ETSA—jobs that will be
sporting teams in South Australia. If we look at our participarygt 55 3 result of the outsourcing of the management function
tion rates in sport we see that we are well above the natlonr%’ the vegetation clearance section. | wanted to ask him
$Y1erage f%r p?op:_e| over.thhe ‘Ege. of 15, ar&d thst IS e>;]ce||e hether it is true that this decision to outsource these jobs
& member for Hart might be Interested to know t at. WEyill mean the work will go to an interstate company. On top
have a higher participation rate even in Aussie Rules; W&t | the other maintenance workers who have been made
Rawte Ell.bohm 2.;1 Eer giné’ Where?s V'Ctotr.'a Iar{xl/ WEStelerdundant from ETSA, the loss of these 25 jobs is escalating
ustrafia av$ ; antb i Spte: cen :jespechlve Y- eareh{:\ Sfe financial loss to our communities, because they are losing
a very important netball State, anl vae %Ve %Xery 'Igrﬂheir wage packets. There can be no beneficiaries of this
participation rate in women's sport. In fact, South Australiay, 5 +tice of redundancies in South Australia because, as | have
has over twice the participation rate in netball of New Sout ;4 in this place on many other occasions, if people are not
Wales, which has about 3 per cent, and we are well ahead Bfployed they do not spend money and, if they cannot spend,

_\ﬂctoria, which has about 3.9 per cent. So, Soqth AL_’Stra""’Ehis has a continued negative effect on our consumer based
is very lucky to have such a high level of participation in economy

sport. One of the great problems where we have seen jobs being
Such a high participation rate is reflected in employmentlost here and people moving interstate is that we lose not just
| note that the member for Ross Smith mentioned employthat one job but probably several jobs. We also lose children
ment in an earlier interjection. South Australia has a higtfrom our schools when whole families pack up and move
level of employment in the sport and recreation industryaway. We heard the outburst from the Minister for Local
About 20 000 South Australians are currently employed ifGovernment; | am a bit tired of hearing him and the Premier
the sport and recreation industry, and some 14 500 of thogalk about their concern for jobs in this State. That is all we
record their main job as being within the sport and recreatiohear—they are concerned—nbut it is just words, because here
industry. The sport and recreation industry accounts for abo@gain another 25 jobs are going.
2.2 per cent of the State’s gross domestic product, and that What | find most confusing and outraging about the
is about the same as the mining industry. So, when peopleutsourcing of the management of the native vegetation
talk about Western Mining and others’ level of mining in clearance to this interstate company is that, if we must
South Australia, they should realise that employment in sporbutsource, surely we have companies here in South Australia.
and recreation and their contribution to the gross Stat&V/e should be resourcing ETSA properly because it has been
product are at about that level. With that comes an opportundoing the job for a long time and should continue to do so,
ty to export our expertise in sport and recreation. We have ibut we would have companies here in South Australia which
place companies that have secured contracts in Brunei arde probably providing jobs and which could provide more.
Hong Kong to the value of $600 000, and we are also lookindBut, no; | suppose because the Premier went to Victoria and
at bidding for projects in Singapore, East Malaysia and othesat with Kennett last night we can give him a few more jobs
areas, to the value of about $3 million. along the way.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE
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The loss of these 25 jobs is absolute madness. In fact, our | was pleased to be able to commend Young Media
Premier is becoming ‘affectionately’ known as CaptainAustralia because it is doing a terrific job in encouraging
Titanic around the industry. It is just not logical or rational parents, caregivers and educators to harness the power of the
to shed these jobs, and certainly not from a very top performiternet as a positive force in the lives of children. Itis doing
ing utility such as ETSA. This will continue to reduce the excellent and very significant work in the areas of new media.
maintenance services to the communities in regional and@lhis whole area has been an interest of mine for some time,
metropolitan South Australia. We remember what happenednd that is why | was particularly pleased to be able to stand
during Ash Wednesday, so it is essential that these mainté for the Minister earlier this week. The cyber safety
nance crews be well skilled and able to do the job to the besttroductory course for parents and caregivers is informative,
of anybody’s ability, and that is what happened in the pasteducational, well presented, written in plain English, user

Under the review conducted by ETSA Power, thefriendly, engaging and covers all major issues in relation to
corporation emphasised the need to look at ways by whicHie use of the Internet by young people.
vegetation clearance activities could be made more efficient. Late last year Young Media Australia won a second
In a letter to the CEPU of the South Australian ElectricalAustralian violence prevention award presented by the
Division the Treasurer states: Australian Institute of Criminology on behalf of the Aust-

| am advised by ETSA that the purpose of the review is toralian Head of GovernmerJt for its project ‘Media _\ﬂolence—
examine the means by which the organisation of vegetation clearané&ducation and Advocacy’. | wanted to use the time allotted
activities can be made more efficient. to me today to extend our congratulations to all those
gnvolved at Young Media Australia. | encourage those
rmembers who have not had the opportunity to learn more of
the involvement of this group to do so, particularly to support
the excellent new initiatives that it is bringing forward in a

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Earlier this week umber of ways and to take note of this latest initiative that
I was very pleased to be able to represent the Minister for th 4 . .
was pleased to launch earlier this week.

Arts in launching the Cyber Safety Parents Internet Resource

Centre Package. It was a very successful launch and | was \s ey (Hanson): Today I refer to the Adelaide Airport
delighted to be involved. Young Media Australia is a ey Bill, which | understand was passed in Federal

national, non-profit group, the only one of its kind in oy jiament this morning. This is certainly a piece of legisla-
Australia, and it is recognised nationally for the excellen%7

What does ‘more efficient’ mean? It means shedding 25 job
So much for job creation!

: k X jon that will be welcomed by the constituents of Hanson and
work it does as the media watchdog for children. | have ha y

S . ) . - Peake. | know that the member for Peake has spoken on a
an association with this group before, and | am delighted withy, |1\ her of occasions about concerns residents in the western
the responsible role that it has adopted in this area. Previous burbs have had with regard to airport noise. This piece of
it has been funded through a grant from the Film Corporation,, '

: . X islation will also affect in a positive way the constituents
Regrettably that funding has ceased and it is now looking foBngdeIaide. | understand Nort‘r)\ Adelaide?/s also cursed with

extra financial support. o airport noise, particularly around the hospital sector.

I hope we will be able to do something in Governmentto \y concern is that the member for Hindmarsh (Ms Chris
assistit. At this stage it has secured a grant from the Depargg|jys) has misrepresented the position of the Labor Party on
ment of Communications and the Arts to undertake this cybehs issue. | have been in a number of forums with Ms Gallus
sgfety project, WhIC'h. is d¢S|gned to help parents aﬂ(}' Cargghere she has claimed that she has had major concerns about
givers become familiar with the new media and the issuegjrport noise and that she is a big supporter of the airport
raised. It is a service which aims to inform, advise andcyrfew. However, it has taken her over eight years to
empower parents and families in relation to the exciting bufntroduce such a Bill. Although | compliment her on having
sometimes unnecessarily frightening area of new technologyone so, it certainly has been a long time coming. With you,
and learning. The emphasis of Young Media Australia is tasjr, | sjt on the Adelaide Airport Environment Committee,
promote the positive aspects of on-line services for chlldre@dong with the members for Colton and Peake, the Federal
while teaching parents how to help their children use this newhember for Adelaide (Mrs Trish Worth) and Ms Chris
media in a safe, productive and worthwhile manner. Gallus.

Parents, caregivers and teachers can play animportant role | remember being at a meeting—I do not think you were
in ensuring that children are safe in such an environmenthere, Sir—with the member for Peake where everyone
Young Media Australia has demonstrated its commitment texcept the member for Peake and myself voted for the curfew
working with the public, children, parents and caregivers, taimitation to be changed. The curfew time is from 6 a.m. to
ensure greater understanding of the challenges, opportunities p.m. Everyone else on the committee supported there
and responsibilities of new media. It is also working with being a change to the curfew time to allow, between March
regulatory authorities, legislators and the industry, includingand October and maybe at other times, for planes to come
service and content providers, to create family friendlyinto Adelaide Airport at 5 a.m. Although we heard the
environments. argument that this would be under exceptional circumstances

Children’s experiences with the Internet and other on-lineand to facilitate a Qantas passenger flight from Singapore
services need to be safe, informative, educational anduring the northern hemisphere summer months, there was
entertaining. The Internet should be and can be seen as oabsolutely no argument put up by other members about how
of a range of valuable tools to assist children’s learning anthis would affect the local residents.
development. An essential element of the cyber safety project | am told that something like 20 000 people who live
is the recognition that not all on-line content can be taken aaround Adelaide Airport could be affected by excessive
face value, that children need to be taught to be discerningirport noise. Publicly the member for Hindmarsh always
users of on-line services just as they need to be critical of ablays that she thinks residents (and | agree with her on this
forms of the media. point) should be protected from excessive noise. We are



Thursday 2 July 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1285

certainly together on that point, but in looking at Federalhave the sophisticated software called SCATS that was
Hansardfrom this morning | note that on the amendment putdeveloped and first installed in Sydney. We can supply it.
up by the member for Melbourne and the shadow Minister of In addition, tourists are still leaving those countries even
Transport (Lindsay Tanner) to ensure that the residents @dhough they are having difficult times, and Australia repre-
Adelaide have the chance to have noise abatement in theients much better value in terms of fares and overnight costs
area, as has been done in other States, particularly New Souttan going to Germany, Europe or America. We are not
Wales, Ms Gallus voted with the Howard Governmentselling that aspect of ourselves as well as we could and we
against that amendment. certainly can and will do better. We could also better sell our
So, while it has taken her eight years to get the curfevgports training facilities as well as our farm produce and
Bill, over that time she has spoken for only 3% minutes orminerals, and we should not overlook the opportunity of
this issue, which she publicly says is one of great importancbuying cheaper imports of comparable quality to those which
to her. One would wonder, if it is so important, why she hasare available from some other countries outside the region,
spoken for only 3% minutes on it. That is on her consciencaow that their currencies are devalued. Also, we can get
and not mine. Ms Gallus talks publicly about the need forbetter goods at exactly the same price if we now check out
protection of the residents of Hindmarsh but then votedvhat is available in the regional markets. But most important,
against an opportunity for the people in Adelaide—someve can also build markets by buying Korean companies or
20 000 people, of which | understand there are anywhershares in them, or enter into joint ventures and thereby
from 700 to 1 200 who would be protected from excessivencrease the efficiency of the operations of our companies.
noise—to have a noise abatement program. Despite her | now want to draw attention to another matter, and that
public pronouncements, she would not cross the floor tés the urgent necessity for us in South Australia to establish
ensure that Adelaide residents had the same benefits as theifish passage through the barrage at the Murray Mouth.
counterparts in other States. | criticise her seriously for so Mr Brokenshire: Hear, hear! | support that.
doing, especially when she parades in public saying that she Mr LEWIS: | agree with the member for Mawson. In
is an advocate for the western suburbs.Hansard of  effect, the barrage has traded off 90 per cent of the natural

29 June— production capacity of high value migratory species such as
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time mulloway, bream and greenback flounder in return for the
has expired. creation of Australia’s most prolific European carp hatchery,

which is a feral species. It is a swap that most South Aust-

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | summarise in part the ralians think sucks, and so do I. | agree with the remarks that
remarks | made yesterday. Further benefits can be derived ljave been made by Bryan Pierce about that and | strongly
South Australian firms aggressively entering the economiesupport the initiatives that have been taken by the local
of east Asian countries at this time, in particular Korea. Wegovernment bodies of Alexandrina and the Coorong. |
can sell services into those markets: such things as educa’[i@jrongly support the other organisations involved, such as the
where the arrangements between their post secondary amiirray-Darling Association and the South Australian
tertiary institutions and ours will enable students to do thescalefish Management Committee, SAFIC, the South
preliminary studies whilst still at home and come to Australiapustralian fishermen’s association, SARFAC, and Primary
to universities like the university of Adelaide to finish their |ndustries South Australia for their remarks made in pursuit
degrees or to Adelaide TAFE to finish their courses, givingof that objective.
them a qualification which has been agreed by both institu-
tions, in terms of the curriculum study, which would be  Mr HILL (Kaurna): | refer today to an article in today’s
equivalent, indeed a part of, the qualification if offered by oumewspaper on the resignation of Mr David Shetliffe, the long-
institutions. term Executive Director of the Retail Traders Association.

We get the benefit of their living here for a year, which isThe article mentions that last night Mr Shetliffe resigned for
likely to amount to about $20 000 to $25 000 per studentseveral reasons, including the fact that he needed a break after
They get a qualification from our institution, which is six years and his role in the organisation would change when
internationally recognised, as well as a qualification fromit merged with the Australian Retailers Association. The
their own institution. As you would know, Mr Speaker, if we article also refers in passing to the pressures that he faced at
multiply that $20 000-odd by five we get $100 000; and ifthe RTA regarding the shop trading hours debate.
by 50, we get $1 million. So, we need only 5 000 students a | heard today from sources close to the Retail Traders
year from, say, Korea to make $100 million additional Association, which | believe are very reliable, some of the
expenditure in the South Australian economy which it doeseal reasons for Mr Shetliffe’s resignation from the RTA. |
not have at present. This idea is appealing to them. It is have never met Mr Shetliffe, so nothing that | say is to be
sensible way for us to make better use of our existingaken in any way as a reflection on him or his character
facilities and spread our overhead costs. In doing so, we aldmecause | do not know the man. However, | understand that
get an increase in the number of jobs and, therefore, thene of the reasons that Mr Shetliffe resigned was that he
number of people who can go on living in South Australia.found out on Friday that his organisation was $300 000 in
It increases the level of prosperity in South Australia in thedebt and also that he was asked to resign by the executive.
process. | understand that part of the reason the money has been

Moreover, we have developed some fairly intelligentlostis that the RTA organised an Asia-Pacific conference last
management systems in various agencies and departmentsaftober which was a great money loser. | also understand
Government to which the Koreans would like to get accesshat the Government might have put $100 000 into that
for instance, the traffic management system that we use orenture either as a loan or a grant. If it was a loan, | do not
the Southern Expressway or on the Main North East Roadhink it will get it back. | would like to get some clarification
Whilst at present Korea uses artificial intelligence—that ispof that issue at some stage, because that $300 000 debt may
computers controlling traffic flows and lights—they do not be a $400 000 debt.
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The other thing that | have been told is that the Retaitertiary education or taking on a trade skill in the southern
Training Group, which is run by the Retail Traders Associ-area. The students who are leaving years 12 and 13 are job
ation, has also been losing money hand over fist and is in ateady, and they are committed to the community spirit of the
sorts of strife. | have also been told that there are possiblsouth, as well as having the opportunity to get a good
breaches of the Taxation Act by the organisation using th€hristian education. Of course, that does not mean that | am
retail training arm to provide sales tax exemption foragainst public sector education in my electorate: in fact, | am
executives of the authority for the use of motor cars. That is strong supporter of it, and | spend an enormous amount of
another issue which Mr Shetliffe or others associated with théme supporting and encouraging growth in that sector. There
association might like to contemplate. is room in the education parameters for both the private and

The third reason for the loss of income from the organispublic sector.
ation is the fact that it has lost a large number of its members. Sometimes some people get a little uptight when they see
I understand that last month alone over 200 memberhat Federal and State Governments contribute money to
resigned from the association: in particular, Foodtown angbrivate schools. | would like to remind members in this
Welcome Mart removed themselves from the organisatior-iouse that parents who send their children to private schools
As we all know, the reason they left was they did not like theare still paying taxes, so they are still contributing to the
political line that the RTA was pushing on its memberspublic system. Over and above that, they are contributing
because it did not reflect what the majority of businesses thadditional money to support the private system. In doing so,
are associated with the RTA believe: that is, they do not warthey are allowing the public system to be better than it
an extension of trading hours or Sunday trading. Thosetherwise would be if there was not a private system. | want
organisations have voted with their feet and left the RTA. to highlight that and clearly get that on the record today,

So, we now find that the key part of the Government'sbecause at times some members of the community go off at
defence or attack in terms of changing shopping hours, the tangent, not understanding that both systems work in the
RTAs very strong support, is crumbling. Days before thebest interests of education development for our State or for
report comes down that will say what is happening to retainy other State in Australia. Just imagine for one moment
shopping hours, the chief executive of the RTA resigns, thavhat it would be like if all the young people in private
RTA is in a state of decline being hundreds of thousands a$chools headed into the public arena. Clearly, there is a limit.
dollars in debt, and hundreds of members are leaving thé/hilst our Government is absolutely committed to the public
organisation. Itis a sorry mess. | will attempt to obtain moreeducation process and spends a significant amount of its total
information for the Parliament and | will report it to the budget in education, we in South Australia still have the
House when | do so. smallest class sizes of any State. Opea capitabasis, we

spend more money than does any other State. | might add that

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): First, | would like to  Territories are different, because they get additional top up
place on the record the fact that | agree with the member foiunding from the Federal Government.

Hammond. As he is well aware, | do not agree with him all  We have a State that is rebuilding, addressing major debt
the time but, on this occasion when it comes to the issue djut having as its number one priority public education. | want
the barrage, | strongly agree with him. | am keen to see thi reinforce that. Over the next few weeks and months many
re-establishment of the fish passage to the lakes and tl my constituents might be subjected to a fair bit of propa-
Coorong through the barrage network as soon as possibleganda. | want to simply get these facts on the record. The
| want today to congratulate Woodcroft College, which isSouth Australian Liberal Government has achieved the
celebrating its tenth anniversary this year. This is a low feemallest ratio—that is, the best ratio—of teachers to students
Anglican college in my electorate. It has grown from a veryof any State in Australia. It also spends more dollars on
small beginning with a chequered and difficult entry into thepublic educatiorper capitathan does any other State in
education system into a school that now provides a magnifidustralia. Alongside that, there is a good argument for the
cent education curriculum and a great Christian ethos foGovernment to put money into capital works development for
students from reception to year 13. the private sector. Again, as | highlighted to my colleagues

In particular, 1 want to put on the public record my here, if private sector education is alive and well, that will
appreciation of the Chairperson, Mr Rex Keily, a seniorallow more dollars to be freed up per student in the public
executive of Mitsubishi who puts an enormous amount okystem. It is a simple equation but it is a factual one. | want
work into jobs through Mitsubishi for South Australians andthe people in my community to understand that.
who has also taken an enormous amount of time over the | congratulate Woodcroft College on the initiative it has
years to ensure that Woodcroft College is given a magnificerghown. | declare that | am a member of the board of the
foundation to become a long-term private Anglican collegecollege. Particular initiative has been shown by Andrew
in the southern suburbs of Adelaide. This college services natockyer is very much committed to viticultural and agri-
only the southern suburbs of Adelaide: its catchment areeultural development for that school. When you have a look
includes Cape Jervis, Goolwa and Victor Harbor, across tat the way the electorate of Mawson is growing when it
Strathalbyn and right back to O’Halloran Hill. Close to comes to value added horticulture and agriculture, you see it
1 200 students are receiving an education in that college. i$ important that we encourage students whether they are in
has gone through five building stages so far, and there apblic or private schools, but in this instance through the
plans for further staged development over the next five or si¥Voodcroft College viticultural and agricultural courses they
years. have an opportunity to secure jobs in the Mclaren Vale wine

I would also like to congratulate the Principal, Mr Mark region. Andrew Lockyer puts in an enormous amount of time.
Porter. He has a large, dedicated and committed team of stafam impressed with all board members and the staff.
to look after, and they are doing a fantastic job of ensuring Now that | have relocated my office to the Woodcroft
that those young people are developed and positioned wethwn centre, next to Harris Scarfe, | see these students on a
when it comes to their opportunities of either going ontoregular basis. They are well dressed, and they are well
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respected by the shop owners for the way they go about theistory of the sequence of events which led to the necessity
business. They project an extremely good image for Woodfor a Bill to come before Parliament. | have a slightly
croft College. Recently, there was the launch of the foundadifferent interpretation of the implications of those events.
tion for the college so that it can be underpinned by otheil he situation did come about, as the Minister rightly pointed
economic income outside the direct income of studenbut, after a decision of the Full Bench of the Industrial
education. That is also a great initiative. The patron is SiRelations Court in August last year. However, it arose as a
James Hardy, and | do think we could get a better patron faresult of the Government’'s own actions. The Government
that foundation than someone of the calibre of Sir Jameshallenged the jurisdiction of the State Industrial Relations

Hardy. Commission to make an award dealing with classifications
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable of some TAFE employees, and the Government appealed the
member’s time has expired. decision of the commission. The commission did not agree

with the Government’s case, the Government appealed the
decision to the Full Bench of the Industrial Relations Court
and the Full Bench upheld the Government's appeal.

However, in the process it decided that the Minister, and

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION only the Minister, could determine such matters. In other
(INDUSTRIAL JURISDICTION) AMENDMENT words, TAFE employees did not have recourse to an inde-
BILL pendent arbiter and had no right of appeal to the Industrial

] o ) o _Relations Commission—which is a major problem. The
Consideration in Committee of the LengIatNe Council's Government response, no doubt, was, ‘Oops!’ The intention

amendment. of the Labor Party is to confirm award coverage and condi-
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: I move: tions of employment for TAFE employees. That is the agenda
That the amendment of the Legislative Council be agreed to anth terms of which we view this Bill. The Government has said

that the following consequential amendment be agreed to: that its aim is to make clear that there was never any intention

agrement or award- order or ofher determination nder that Act g Prevent the Industrial and Employees Relations Act 1994
effect and will be taken always to have had effect. FFom operating and that recourse to the commission was

- . ___there. However, the sequence of events seems to question that
We have debated this Bill at length. | remind the Committee, |iije.

this Bill resulted from the full bench of the Industrial
Relations Court in South Australia unexpectedly indicatingan
that it did not consider that the TAFE Act allowed the

The Bill was passed by this House on 17 March this year
d passed through the Legislative Council on 25 March this
year. However, it has taken until today for the Government

lrz(lja:{[%mlo zaaﬁlgnrie%?nr;glltsésrg)?ort?r :I?I\E/eAjc L:r;sr?]lcltéor;ég to progress the Bill further. That creates a problem. It means
) ploy  EMPIOYEES 4ot since August last year, as a result of that decision of the
Previously, both the TAFE Act and the Industrial Relat|onsCourt there has not been an award to which TAFE employees
Q%Zaﬁ Q?Shgqclgal gtugggécttlﬁ_r;ov;; -tl)—'erFE ﬁ tmﬁtlgye?s?gﬁ a%ould appeal. The legal decision was that that award was not
Thu . p l:h ’t ! WI d thu? thl qu d : 'dnecessarily covering them. That has been a huge problem, yet
e view of the court implied that the awards and; js 19 months down the track and we are now dealing with
agreements operating for many years under State industriglis gj|
legislation were of no effect for those employees. That was The amended Bill, as it comes to us today from the Upper

not the wish of the Government at all and, as a result, th ouse. incorporates the amendment moved by me in this
legislation was introduced. It was suggested that releval ! P ; y
lace and moved by my colleague in another place. It

employees did not have recourse to the dispute resoluti h b d hich left
processes contained in industrial resolution. That was not tcho(:pore}tesht e Labor Fl’aTty ame_?hm':/lm'_w Ich 1€ 0|E-t some
view of the Government; neither was it the view of the AEU.\('j\'Olr 'n? 'nht e prlréc_npa _?hau;le' nhe 'E'Ste(;.'s seel Ingk:_o
The TAFE Act and the State industrial legislation had elete ulrt 'fhr Worhlngd d e Minister, Wf en |scuss;]rllght IS
coexisted for many years without any problems Whatsoeveevrr%?gsgovr\ge arl?i?/iceatr; rimrgﬁgug'ﬁl%ee%gseﬁgﬂ;]g z;r(;]e\:;l(?-s
with the question of which piece of legislation held sway in - >
a particular issue being decided on the circumstance@em,W()md have. The piece of paper states that this amend-
applicable to the issue, thtatus quo ment

That is what this amendment | am proposing this after- - -.means that the two Acts operate together but leaves the
noon will do, and our total aim is to return the legislation tc)questlon of which one dominates to be determined as required.
the status quoas existed prior to that court case in | foresee a problem, and hope the Minister can assure me that
August 1997. This amendment merely aims to put beyonthe intention of this Bill is to clarify the situation. | hope that
doubt the relevance of existing awards and agreementbe Minister's amendment will not ensure that the situation
relating to the TAFE Act employees in conjunction with remains unclear and that the matter in question has to be
TAFE legislation and to preserve thatus quancluding the  determined every time there is a dispute.
ability of employees to access dispute resolution processes Also, in summing up, | ask the Minister to assure the
of the industrial legislation. Therefore, this would return it soCommittee that it is not the Government’s intention to limit
that either the TAFE Act or the Industrial Relations Act canthe Industrial Commission’s jurisdiction or to stop the
be used by the court to determine which is the Act relevanindustrial Commission from resolving disputes over any
to the dispute that arises, and that is the position to which wenatters contained in the TAFE award. Will he assure the
seek to return through this Bill. Committee that his amendment does have the effect of

Ms WHITE: In discussing the amendment that theremoving uncertainty over the validity of the current award,
Minister has moved, | make a few comments about the Bilenabling TAFE employees to refer employment matters in the
in the form in which it comes to us. The Minister gave a shorfTAFE award to the Industrial Commission? Otherwise, as
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seems to be implied by the advice contained in the sheet dustralian economy. We cannot afford more debt, and
paper he handed me, there would still be some uncertainty &eeping power in public hands will deliver us nothing but
to which Act prevailed in any dispute. debt. We cannot afford to keep the debt levels we have, never

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: It is our intention that the mind having to deal with the spectre of more of the same.
Industrial Relations Act still comes into play for TAFE Basically, we cannot afford to keep ETSA and Optima in
employees. On significant Crown Law advice to us, thispublic hands.
amendment returns the wording to what was there in the Act Anyone in this Parliament who puts a contrary view to that
prior to that court case. That means that, when a disputgtatement is fundamentally wrong. They would be voting for
arises with a TAFE employee, the court will decide whichhigher debt. They would be voting to sit back and to watch
Act should be used to determine that dispute. It is out of myur power utilities deliver a much reduced revenue flow, most
hands: it is the court that then decides which Act comes intprobably high losses and, certainly, a much reduced asset
play. In some disputes it will be the TAFE Act; in others it value. They would be voting for country power users to be
will be the Industrial Relations Act. That is exactly how it at the mercy of the national electricity market pricing after
was before this court case came up, and it allows the court tHiz003.
flexibility to determine which Act should take precedencein  How could we afford to help them otherwise? They would
the relevant dispute. most definitely be voting for this State to head into the next

I confirm again that it is not our intention to eliminate any century with higher debt rather than minimal debt and with
access to the Industrial Relations Act for TAFE employeeshigher PAYE for every salaried employee. In debating this
We want to return the balance that was there prior to the couRill no-one has put forward an argument to keep ETSA and
case that brought out the resolution that was totally unexpec®ptima that cannot be answered. No-one has put forward an
ed by all parties. argument to keep ETSA and Optima that cannot be seen to

Ms WHITE: | thank the Minister for the assurance that be flawed. No-one has put forward any way in which, with
the commission would be recognised in solving dispute&TSA and Optima in public hands, we can give financial
involving award conditions. | am not totally convinced that security to the State and to the people who live init and care
we are doing what we should in terms of resolving anyabout its future.
uncertainty about which Act takes precedence, and | retain Importantly, all our analysis has proved categorically that
some concern about the impact that that uncertainty may havee are not forgoing the current revenue stream by selling
on further court proceedings. However, | also recognise that TSA. We have been pleased to make this available to Labor
it is not a very good situation that, since August, the status cnd the Democrats. They have chosen to ignore the findings.
the TAFE award has been unclear due to that court decisioBluntly, the current revenue stream ceases to exist as soon as
So, in the interests of making sure that the award has thée State enters the national electricity market, which we have
status that it needs to cover TAFE employees, given that weo choice but to do. It ceases to exist because customers can
are 10 months down the track, the Opposition will support thdypass the power network and generate their own power. We

amended version of the Bill. fully expect that this will happen in a State where 27 large
Motion carried. customers consume 17 per cent of the power generated.
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw Households can choose their own retailer and new companies

your attention the state of the House. will set up power plants: the monopoly that gave us the
A quorum having been formed: revenue streams is ending. So, the argument | have heard

about what will replace this revenue to the Government

ELECTRICITY CORPORATIONS simply does not hold water.

(RESTRUCTURING AND DISPOSAL) BILL We are fast heading into uncharted territory, where it is

highly likely that there will be no revenue; hence, we want

Adjourned debate on second reading. money from the sale for our coffers now, as a lump sum, to

(Continued from 1 July. Page 1247.) replace all we are about to lose. The only way in which those

revenue streams can be maintained is by ETSA and Optima

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | rise to close the raising power prices sky high and by cutting staff to the bone,
debate on the Bill. My speech to the House on Tuesday didlashing spending on service, maintenance and infrastructure.
very thoroughly cover almost all the issues that had beem other words, it can only deliver those revenue streams by
raised in relation to the sale of the State’s power assets. Fdestroying itself, and then deliver this State much more debt
that reason | will not make this a long, point-by-point speechin the process. By selling, we protect ourselves from all this
However, | stress again that, if there had been another wagnd from the risk of the national electricity market and from
to go forward with power in this State, we would have clearlythe weight of the debt that we already suffer.
chosen it. If there had been a way to keep power in public Remember that | gave this warning today, and remember
ownership with no risk to taxpayers and with high service andhe date—because if we do not sell, these words will come
low prices, we would have chosen it. If there had beerback to haunt those who refuse to vote to sell our utilities. |
another way to reduce our debt at the speed which is requiretin warning, and | am stating as fact, that our State debt will
so that tax changes proposed by the Federal Government éterease through the losses incurred by our utilities in public
not result in South Australia’s paying higher PAYE tax thanownership in a deregulated market. It was stated in the debate
any other State, we would have chosen it. If there had beethat we have exaggerated the risks of operating in the national
any other way through which this debt-ridden State couldnarket. If anything, we have been cautious in discussing
have afforded to put in place a mechanism to protect countrthem. The risks to our small utilities are massive. The bottom
power consumers from the steamroller effect of the nationdlne is that they could lose most of their large customers
electricity market, we would have chosen it. gradually and, as more customers get to choose, they could

As | said in the House on Tuesday, this is not an ideologitose many of their small customers. Remember that, inter-
cal debate: this is a debate about the survival of the Soutstate, 50 per cent of customers who could move from the
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utility that had been supplying them have done so. Customethe value behind such companies and the commensurate
will not stay if ETSA and Optima cannot deliver the price andinsurance that they carry. If | can put it in layman’s terms,
service of the massive interstate operators and the new locdlese power companies could buy and sell this whole State
operators, who will most probably be part of the largemany times over. The South Australian community and
interstate companies. The national electricity market meansusiness, therefore, would most definitely not be at risk from
that we cannot stop those operators moving in. By selling, wan Ash Wednesday situation. Penalties would be enforced
can ensure that the high risks of competition are owned antthrough the regulator in such an event, as well as damages
managed by the private sector and not the taxpayers of Soupiaid.

Australia. We will take all the financial risk away from the | would now like to address the comment made in the
Government and from the customers—the taxpayers. debate that the Government’s sale proposal creates a situation

I admit that it is difficult to warn of something that has not where there is nothing to prevent a purchaser raising prices
yet happened. But what | can say to all South Australians io maximum profit. This cannot happen. The structure created
that we have not exaggerated the risk of the NEM, becaudgy the Government quite deliberately stops generation owners
it is fact that every single power customer in this State willhaving enough market share to do so at source, plus in the
choose the best power deal they are offered: they would bderegulated power market power companies are out to reduce
fools not to. And that is the biggest risk that ETSA andprices—not keep them high. They must be competitive or
Optima face. | cannot see Labor voters and Democrat votetheir many competitors will move in and take their market
continuing to buy their power from ETSA and Optima if it share, take their business. There will also be the independent
is cheaper somewhere else. Can anyone in this House? Yetgulator who will ensure companies cannot take too high
that is what Labor and the Democrats are saying must happgmofits. So, customers are to be doubly protected. Competi-
if the status quds to remain. | bet they have not told their tion will keep prices down and the independent—I stress
voters that. So, no, we have not exaggerated the risk of tHindependent'—regulator will have the authority to monitor
NEM, as some members have stated in this debate—far frothe returns the industry takes. These are two very important
it. customer protections which have never existed before.

It has also been put in this debate that service and Inthe same vein, concerns have been raised about security
maintenance standards will drop in private ownership. Againof supply. As my statement on Tuesday made clear, security
far from it—as | hope my speech on Tuesday highlightedof supply for the State has been a main principle of the
they will not, and they cannot. Logic and what has happenethdustry breakup. We will ensure that there is security of
interstate supports the view that, when customers havaupply for the State, and | will not go over these points at this
choice, that choice brings with it far better service. At thetime. What is important to stress is that private power
moment, we may complain about ETSA and Optima, but weeompanies must ensure everyone on the power network, no
cannot buy our power from anyone else. It is a captivamatter how remote, continues to receive power and that the
market: it soon will not be. network is maintained. As well as the customer service

As well, the private companies must commit to a customecharter that is being prepared, there will be severe fines by the
service charter. There will also, for the first time, be anregulator for any companies that fall down on delivery of
independent regulator and an ombudsman. We will beervice. Again, this will be the first time South Australians
delivering all South Australians far greater accountabilityhave had such protection. Categorically, service will be
from their power suppliers to service standards than they evesecure.
have had. Here | would like to address the concern that was Also raised has been the subject of foreign ownership.
raised about the regulator being truly independent, when hé/hile there is always an emotional attachment to local
is to be funded by industry. While the position is funded byownership and while the structure we have created, | am
industry, the regulator is not paid directly by the industry, ancpleased to be able to report, is attracting a lot of local interest,
he is responsible to Parliament in the same way as thehave to say that | find the foreign ownership argument both
Auditor-General is. If the inference in the comments of thecrass and despicable. How would the people of our northern
honourable member was that there would be industrand southern suburbs feel if our foreign-owned car companies
interference, | say to him that there cannot be. pulled out of Adelaide? How would many teenagers feel if

I look across the border to Victoria and to the decisiondMcDonald’s shut its doors, and are those who are against
taken there, which show how just very independent arfioreign ownership telling us to tell Microsoft and Teletech to
independent regulator is. | would also like to address thgo home and not to bother setting up here with more than
furphy of Auckland and Ash Wednesday, which has beerd 000 employees?
raised more than once in the debate. Mercury Energy in If we start down this Hanson road we are in trouble and
Auckland is not privatised. If anything, its structure mostl will have no part of that. Any foreign company that wants
exactly mirrors the corporatised ETSA and Optima we haveo set up in this State to expand and provide additional jobs,
at present. Its problems were the result of years of decay ito deliver world’s best practice and training for South
Government hands. With Ash Wednesday, as | have alreadyustralians, all of which those global power companies can
told the House, the Electricity Act of 1996 covers all powerdo, we should welcome with open arms. So, let us be real
companies, be they private or public. They must maintairabout this. Foreign companies bring in jobs and money to this
their infrastructure to protect the State. If there were anotheBtate, and | will not reduce this debate to the xenophobic
severe bushfire where a private power company was fourldvel of the Leader of the Opposition who uses the media to
to have some liability, then they would be financially call some of the best power advisers in the world ‘gringos’
responsible through their insurers. because they have American accents.

The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Would we keep the liability? Mr Brokenshire: It is absolutely disgraceful.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Under the Labor Party proposal. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It was disgraceful. If a foreign-
The suggestion that such liability would make any suctowned company acquires our utilities, it will be because it
company go bankrupt is a scare tactic easily demolished byelivers the most money and the best deal for all South
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Australians. This whole debate is about getting the best de&b the negotiated contractual fees with the consultants? So,
for all South Australians. | turn now to the issues raised withf the consultants are not retained because we have no assets
respect to debt in the House yesterday as they relate to the sell, are you liable for any penalty costs?
$150 million budget hole and the $2 million a day interest The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am told that there are no such
payments on our debt. penalties and that in the policy decision the Government
The questions posed appear to have missed the poirgould ‘walk away’.
When the power utilities are sold we will have neither the  Mr FOLEY: |am using this clause to ask questions, and
$150 million black hole nor will we be paying $2 million a if the Premier or you, Sir, do not feel that they fit this area—
day on debt. What we will have is $150 million extrain our  The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart has only three
coffers for the budget, and we will have almost all of thequestions on this clause, so this is his third question.
$2 million a day we currently spend on interest to spend on Mr FOLEY: Who are the consultants? The Treasurer
hospitals, schools, roads and other infrastructure. | havmentioned them by name, but will the Premier outline the
made— experience of the advisers, particularly the American
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: company advising the Government (Morgan Stanley), the size
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: To compensate what has already and composition of the team and the background to the
been spent and what is proposed. | have made an offer to albmpany?
members—which | note the Labor Party has refused unless The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Morgan Stanley is clearly the
conditions are attached—to attend a comprehensive briefingad adviser with Pacific Road. Morgan Stanley is one of the
of the sales team on all issues. | simply appeal to membethree largest merchant and investment banking corporate
of the Labor Party to take up the opportunity to attend thdirms. As it is one of the top three in the world we have some
briefing at noon next Wednesday on the sixteenth floor. lof the best advice. Mr Ray Spitzley and Mr Jim McGinnis are
will be an interesting briefing. It will be an information based the lead advisers from Morgan Stanley. Pacific Road officers
briefing at which some of the misunderstandings that havare here, and a range of other legal, accounting and finance
been abroad can easily be put to rest. | simply invite thdirms are also giving advice. | am advised that the Treasurer
Caucus to that briefing. For all we care it can bring the mediaead out before the Estimates Committee the names of the
to ensure that it gets a better background and understandingrious companies giving us advice. | am advised that the
of the imperative of this policy for South Australians. | Treasurer has released all that detail publicly, and if the

commend the Bill to the House. honourable member would like a copy of that we can arrange
Bill read a second time. that for him.
In Committee. Ms HURLEY: What local advisers are part of this
Clauses 1 to 4 passed. advisory program, and did any initially tender to be part of
Clause 5. the program?

Mr FOLEY: Clearly the Opposition’s position on this The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes; a significant number of
Bill has been well noted. The Premier and | have been dowBouth Australian firms are involved with the lead advisers in
this ETSA track many times over the past four or five yearsgiving advice. Off the top of my head | cannot list all the
so it is perhaps not surprising that we have reached this pointompanies and names, but | recall holding a press conference
| suspect that it is probably the fifth or sixth piece of ETSAand indicating in a detailed press release that Finlaysons,
legislation we have debated over the past four or five year&KPMG, Kinhill, Johnson, Winter and Slattery and Mercer’s
Clearly there will be confusion and some conflict betweerhave also given advice in relation to superannuation for
this legislation and the next lot of legislation that comes intcETSA employees.
this Parliament. It may be that some questions are better There has been a whole range of companies. Where we
suited to the subsequent legislation, and it may be that we withave been able to source local accounting, economic, finance
choose to ask more questions in the next Bill. It is hard taand legal services, we have. They have teams where there
know just how this legislation relates to the next raft of might be a lead adviser in from either interstate or overseas.
legislation. What we are seeking to do is maximise the local content. Our
The Premier has contracted an advisory team of legal angurpose in doing that is to get technology transfer, if you like,
various other consultants to undertake the work involved. Thiocally to those various professional firms in South Australia.
Treasurer gave us an indicative figure for this year, but what Clause passed.
is the overall budget figure required to be put aside? Clauses 6 and 7 passed.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It will depend on the process, Clause 8.
the passage of the legislation and the extent of time for which  Mr FOLEY: | do not know whether a lot of these
the advisers will be involved. As the honourable member hagquestions are better placed in the next piece of legislation, but
indicated, the Treasurer has given up front figures to théwant to refer to the Edison capital lease involving ETSA.
Estimates Committee. | have no further figures than that. IiThis is the Cayman Islands lease deal, the cross-border lease
answer to the honourable member’s question, if the legislathat the Premier would be familiar with, although he was not
tion is passed they will be employed for up to 18 months othe Minister who entered into that negotiation. Leaked
two years. If not, upon passage of the restructuring legisladocuments—
tion, a different time line will apply. | could not contemplate ~ The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Not again!
that the restructuring Bill would be defeated and put at risk Mr FOLEY: He can't help himself, can he?
our competition payments, because whether or not it goes to The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hart.
sale the restructuring has to occur to give us the protection of Members interjecting:
those competition payments. So, it really depends on those The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hart.
circumstances. Mr FOLEY: In that document it canvassed the options
Mr FOLEY: What penalties are involved if Parliament that would be required should the sale then proceed. With the
does not agree to this sale legislation? Do any penalties apptyoss-border lease, the options available were to sell the lease



Thursday 2 July 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1291

with the assets in place or to form separate companies. | The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The Government has sought
understand that the Premier may have touched on this issaelvice. The advice is that there is no basis at law for the
in his presentation the other day, but we were not part of thatlaims that are made. The Government has now written to the
What is the status of that lease and how has that hindered tkew firm saying, ‘On what basis do you make this claim?’
sale process? Ms HURLEY: | refer to subclause (3), which provides:

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | want to make one point in A transfer order may take effect prospectively or retrospectively.

opening the remarks. Much has been said that, during t . . .
course of 1997, the Government (according to the Opposk- nder what circumstances might there be a retrospective

. 0 5 ?
tion) always had a plan to move down the privatisation path.ranSfer and why?

That is not right. If we were to do that, and if we did have that The_ Hon. ‘]W OLSEN: It is no different from th_e
plan, why did we enter into the off-shore lease, and why di rovisions putin place f_or the SGIC sale. To comply with a
we s’upport Riverlink? ' ull financial year you might make the sale in September but

Mr Foley interjecting: want it to apply from 1 July. So, for accounting purposes a

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No, because it underscores thefu”. fina_mcial year is in_corpor_ated in it it is similar to
veracity of our statements made publicly that at that point wégislation passed by this Parliament previously.
were not proceeding down the privatisation path. You would Clause passed.
not have put those policies in place if you were. You would ~ Clause 9. _ _
have kept your options open. Having made that point as a MrFOLEY: | will use this clause to explore the sale
fundamental point that substantiates the position we havd’ocess a little further. With the options looked at, the
been arguing constantly, the best legal advice given to us iRremier was initially very keen to say to_the Parliament that
relation to the lease is that there is a range of options open f# could bypass Parliament and enter into a lease arrange-
us and it will not interfere with the sale that we would wantMent, should the Parliament not be accepting of the Govern-
to put in place. mer_1t"s propo§qls. The. Premier has since changeq .that
Mr FOLEY: What are those options? One of them wagPosition. The initial adwce clearly was that the el_ectr|C|ty
was, from memory, that you form a company that holds ont@d\{'ce given at that time and on V\_/hat are the implications and
the Government guarantee. | understand that these crogdRtions available should legislation not be agreed to?
border leases, which are very much for the taxation purposes The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: One of the principal reasons for
of the American company, need a government guaranteelopr I’QVIGW is that We have had further advice !nd|Cat|ng that
would like to know exactly what those options are. the discount applied to any sale would be quite substa.nt.lal.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am advised that all options will Part of the reason for pursuing the sale of our electricity
comply with the lease, so there will be no breach of the leasé@ssets is not only to remove the risk but also to maximise the
and those Options that we consider and put in place upo?ﬁ.le Va.lue for maximum re.t"'ement of debt. It is almost self-
point of sale will look to maximise the benefit for South defeating to say that we will accept a 30 per cent or a 40 per
Australians. | do not want to detail in a public arena what thecent discount on that which ordinarily would be achieved. In
options of the lease are if they are keynote negotiating pointé€ final analysis, | do not think that sort of decision is
as part of the contract. However, to give the House @ecgssa}nly in the pest_lnterests of South Australians. The
reassurance, | indicate that, first, the lease does not preclugmination of risk is high on our agenda as an area of
the sale and, secondly, the lease will not be breached in tH®ncern, but so also is the debt question. At the end of day,
options that have been presented to us. we will have to make a judgment about risk and pr_|ce,_but to
Mr FOLEY: The Premier has said two things, which is PUrsue a course that would have avery substant_lal discount
fine. However, further documents provided to the Opposion the price would not necessarily be in the best interests of
tion—not from the Government this time, | might add— Sou.th Australians but for the kick-in of the risk related to
contained advice given to one of the potential buyers of som&ading.
of the electricity assets in this State—Canadian Utilites— Mr FOLEY: Obviously, Crown immunity applying to
where the consultant firm Ernst & Young had indicated tha@issets of ETSA is a very complex legal question. Will the
a discount of between 8 to 12 per cent would be likely orPremier advise the Committee about Crown immunity
what potential buyers of these assets would be prepared &Pplying, | assume, to fixed structures with ETSA, be they
pay if the lease remained in place. Is there a likelihood of &tobie poles, transmission towers, and so on? What are the
discount with these assets once they are put on the marketifplications for Crown immunity?
that should happen and, if not of the order of 8to 12 per cent, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It seems to be taking a little
will some other discounting be involved? while to get the information. | am told that private owners
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Treasurer addressed this Will be liable in relation to any residual Crown immunity. We
matter in the Estimates Committee and it is not a report fronwill have that point clarified for the honourable member.
Ernst & Young but a letter to GPU and was based on an Clause passed.
assessment and not as a result of access to the documents. SoClause 10.
there was not access to the documents. It was an opinion Ms HURLEY: Clause 10(3) refers to the value of
based on a range of assumptions made by them as to whadrticular assets and so on. | understand that there is some
might or might not be in such a lease. confusion about valuing assets of other utilities. There was
Ms HURLEY: To ratchet down the price a little, the some discussion about rates of return and valuation of assets
Premier might be aware of a number of advertisements thabld interstate. The thing that has struck me most is that even
appeared from local lawyers regarding persons who havia Victoria where assets have already been sold and a system
ETSA facilities on their property and querying the subject ofis, to some extent, already operating, there is still quite a lot
compensation for those landowners. Will the Premier advisef discussion about pricing of assets and how they will be
what liabilities might be involved there by ETSA? valued in terms of rate of return and the operation of
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NEMMCO. In fact, they are still looking at the modelling of ~ With regard to the question of evoking commercial
a lot of these things and they have not decided on what modebnfidentiality, apart from the sale price, perhaps the Deputy
to use. Will the Premier advise whether the value beind.eader might like to tell the Committee when | have used it,
assigned to various assets has been determined, accordindgptrause | have not. How more open can you get than to say
which modelling, and how that will operate in South to members opposite that we will give them open slather to
Australia? the advisers to ask any questions and put any points of view
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: That is principally a question for that they want and that we are happy for members opposite
the restructuring phase because, at the point that the asstastake the media along with them to demonstrate the
move into the new corporate structure, the different model§penness of this process?
that are available will identify the value. The value will be | am many more than happy to debate the Leader of the
struck as then, that is, the first day of trading under the neWpposition in the most public of forums—this Chamber, in
model that has been put in place. front of the media every day or in front of the public in the
Ms HURLEY: | take the Premier’s point that it perhaps 9allery. | debate the Leader of the Opposition here every day
applies to the second tranche of the legislation when this Parliament sits. Let us not have this nonsense about the
suppose many of these questions will be re-asked, but | afbate. The other point that | would make is—
also a bit concerned about the constant evoking of commer- Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: )
cial confidentiality in these discussions. | regard South The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Peake is out
Australians as shareholders in ETSA and Optima, and | arfif his seat.
concerned about the amount of information that is being The Hon. J.W. OLSEN:—that the Deputy Leader and
given to those shareholders, the taxpayers of South Australigithers had clearly made up their mind about the sale process.
I ask the Premier whether, following the second stage oft would not matter what sort of meeting took place with the
legislation, it is envisaged that there will be much moreTreasurer, because the member for Hart and the Leader of the

information available without evoking this commercial Opposition had made up their minds before they went there

confidentiality defence. that they would not support it. And, yes, | have changed my
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Perhaps the Deputy Leader Mind (I readily acknowledge that) for very good reason. If the

would like to give an example of where we have applied thatDeputy Leader has private discussions with a number of her

We have been very open, forthright and frank. We havé&o!leagues, she will find out that they agree with me.
opened up the sales unit to full media briefing and question- MS Hurley interjecting:

ing. We have offered you exactly the same, but you have not 1he Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, there is one sitting next
taken it up. to you. If she then goes to the Upper House she will find a

Ms HURLEY: My briefing with the Treasurer did not few others who will privately say, ‘This is the only course of

inspire me with confidence about future briefings. ThePCtion & responsible Government should take.” And it s.
Ms Hurley interjecting:

briefing that the Leader of the Opposition, the member for . .
Hart and | had with the Treasurer consisted of our sitting ;\r/lr:aemlgz?é ]]n\t/(\a/rjgtl:_t?ngN | have just named one.
there whilst the Treasurer said he did not know the answer to The CHAIRMAN: Order!

a number of significant questions. Let us hope that the ) .
Treasurer’s advisers know a lot more than does the Treasurer, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Thank you for your protection,
r Chairman. In terms of openness, we could be no more

Obviously, it was just a political manoeuvre by the Treasure .
to offer us this briefing. open than saying you can have your access to the whole sales
Members interjecting: team and advisers.
’ Clause passed.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Clause 11.

Ms HURLEY: | am pleased that the Treasureris hereto  Mr FOLEY: You made a point about not wanting to give
hear this. This was obviously a political manoeuvre by thesway the price that you would like to get for your electricity
Treasurer rather than a genuine attempt to give the Opposissets, that it would be a silly thing to do commercially and

tion a briefing in the early stage of its consideration of thisthat you would not want to let people know anything. That
Bill. Again, | rather think that the offer by the Premier is in js nonsense.

the nature of a political manoeuvre rather than a genuine Mr Venning interjecting:

offer. I am happy to go along with the briefing if, subsequent-  The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Schubert is
ly, the Leader of the Opposition is given the opportunity togyt of his seat, too.

debate the matter face-to-face with the Premier in the Mr FOLEY: The nonsense of your rhetoric on that is

presence of the media. guite simple. The very nature of the companies involved in
Commercial confidentiality has been evoked a number ofhe bidding process means that they would have a fair idea of

times by the Premier in respect of the sale price and the pridair value and what premium above fair value they are

at which we will break even in terms of the sale. These ar@repared to pay. | suspect they would know more about the

important considerations on which shareholders and taxpayrice of these assets than even the Government. No public

ers need more information before they can decide whethetfiscussion about what you might like to get for the assets at

their companies, ETSA and Optima, should be sold. the end of the day would have much impact on the final price
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: For the benefit of the Deputy people are prepared to pay. Secondly, by the arithmetic that

Leader, | ask the following question: would she expect anyou—

commercial operation that is to be sold to go out and putinto  The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

the marketplace the sale price before it goes to tender so that Mr FOLEY: | do. We supported you on that one.

it can be checked? Of course, she would not. | simply ask the The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Deputy Leader to apply one ounce of commercial nous. Inthe Mr FOLEY: The member for Unley misrepresents what

light of that question, obviously she has none. | am saying. What | am saying is simple. The market would
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know the value of the electricity assets. You gave away thef flexibility that we do not anticipate using. Having passed
game simply by saying, ‘If you don't sell the ETSA and the legislation, if it did not have flexibility in it, we would
Optima assets, we'll have to raise another $150 million.” Ithave to come back to Parliament again. It is for no more than
does not take much in the way of mathematics to work outlexibility. It is not anticipated at this stage and there is not
your ballpark figure if you think you will then be short of one example that | can give the honourable member where
$150 million. You can just do a calculation of the dividend a guarantee will continue.
income, the interest rate costs and the $150 million and then Mr FOLEY: One example that | ask the Premier to think
work out the number. | reckon that figure is based on aboutbout can be found in the document on the Edison capital
$6 billion. | am interested in the make-up of the industry. lease. One of the options to get around that would be for the
Let us say that for some strange reason you were able tBovernment to have a publicly owned company still holding
get this legislation through: | am particularly interested in thethe assets, and then there would be a sublease for the purpose
profile or make-up of the companies that would own ourof moving the assets into the private sector. Ultimately it
electricity assets, especially with regard to their relationshipvould still be a Government corporation owning the assets,
with assets that they may or may not own interstate. Whatith the Government guarantee applying to that. Was that
restrictions will the NCC and ultimately the ACCC put on clause put in the Bill as an option for the Government to get
you regarding what assets companies can own in Victoria ar@ound the Edison capital lease, or is it irrelevant to that
here? What companies are cashed up in Victoria, have bougletase?
assets and floated them, and have some interest in other SouthThe Hon. JW. OLSEN: It is about transferring the
Australian assets? Can companies own assets in Victoria atidbilities out, and therefore removing the guarantee. That is
South Australia? what we are seeking to do. That is the measure before the
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | draw the honourable member’s Committee.
attention to the ministerial statement that I made to the House Ms HURLEY: 1 think that the member for Hart was
on Tuesday in which reference was made to the structure amdferring to the assets that were leased. In what way are they
cross-ownership. There are restrictions on cross-ownershljabilities that have to be transferred out?
because of the ACCC. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Funds and contracts in other
Mr FOLEY: | understand that, but | was hoping that theareas have been put in place as part of the lease and other
Premier might have been able to expand on it. Will generatorsomponents of the lease agreements. We will be seeking to
in Victoria be able to own a generating company in Southransfer out those liabilities. In transferring out the liabilities
Australia? Has the Premier had those discussions with thgou, take off the badge of Government to guarantee and you
ACCC? The Premier must have some idea of what theliminate the guarantee. That is where we are going. Quite
boundaries are before the bid process gets under way.  obviously, the tenor of the asset sale is to minimise risk.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: For the purpose of expedience, Government guarantee is a risk.
| ask the honourable member to read the ministerial statement Mr Foley interjecting:
that | made on Tuesday, which goes into these questions.  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, | know. In answering the
Mr FOLEY: | was probably the only member in the honourable member’s previous question, | said that there is
House who followed it word for word, but | do not believe no example | can give of a guarantee we will hold in place.
that the ministerial statement made sufficient reference to th&@ur whole objective is to get rid of these guarantees and,
point. However, | will take the Premier’s word for it and read therefore, get rid of the debt risk. But, in the course of the

it again. sale process, in complicated legal and commercial outcomes,
Clause passed. it might be to our advantage to keep a small guarantee. This
Clause 12. gives flexibility, but it is not an intention of Government to

Mr FOLEY: This measure gives the Government thekeep thatin place. Without a degree of flexibility in some of
option to maintain Government guarantees. One of théhese things, our hands are tied and we must keep bringing
elements of the guarantee that causes me concern can legislation back into Parliament. If you are in a sale negotiat-
found in subsection (3), which provides: ing process, you have to say, ‘Hold on: we will go back to

The Treasurer may, from time to time, fix charges to be paid byParliament to fix this so we can negotiate the position with
the transferee in respect of a guarantee continued under this sectigou.’ It is designed to have a degree of flexibility but, |
and determine the times and manner of their payment. repeat, we do not anticipate a guarantee to be kept in place—
That rings alarm bells because it seems very similar to thand there is not one example | can give to the Committee.
recommendations of the Auditor-General in the State Bank Mr Foley interjecting:
inquiry, namely, that as long as Governments give guarantees The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: If you are talking about that
to public trading enterprises there should be a charge on thaffshore lease, that presupposes some circumstances in the
guarantee so that the Government company is paying a fé&rnst & Young letter to GPU which was not the basis of
for the provision of the Government guarantee, with whichaccess to the contracts.
it can borrow cheaper money. That is something for the Ms HURLEY: If the intention is not to have any Govern-
Government to determine. Secondly, it imposes a disciplinenent guarantee to transfer it out, would that not be a breaking
for the trading enterprise to understand that the Governmewf the conditions of that offshore lease and would not a
guarantee is of value. Can the Premier explain why the claugeenalty then apply?
is in the Bill? The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As | indicated to the Committee,

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It is not expected that the clause it is not our intention to break or breach the lease. The options
will be invoked, that is, that guarantees will be left for any ofthat have been put forward to the Government mean that we
these trading enterprises. If they were, the Treasurer mustill not be doing that and, if you do not do it, you do not
have the capacity to charge a fee for such a guarantee. It&pply a penalty.
simply to create the opportunity, should it be necessary. As Clause passed.
we go through the process, it is designed to give us a degree Clauses 13 and 14 passed.
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Clause 15. South-East close to the interconnector. It is those far-flung
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | move: places right at the end of the line where you get voltage drop.
Page 10, lines 18 to 24—Leave out subclause (1) and insert: We want to protect the people as much as we can, and that is

(1) The Treasurer may only apply proceeds of a sale/leasgshy we have insisted on the structure having this maximum
agreement under this Act as follows: .. price variation of 1.7 per cent.
(a) in discharging or recouping liabilities of an electricity )
corporation, including liabilities transferred toabody by ~ Mr FOLEY: | must say that the poor old punters are
a transfer order; _ ' having enough trouble believing one of the Premier's
(b) in payment of the costs of restructuring and disposal ofyromises for six months; he has now given them one for

assets of electricity corporations and preparatory actio ; ;
taken for that purpose: 3 years, about a future Liberal Government in the year 2013.

(c) in payment to a special deposit account at the Treasury th think that he might have a little trouble convincing the
be used for the purpose of retiring State debt; punters of that one. If the Government is taking a slice of the

(d) in payment to a special deposit account at the Treasury tproceeds of a sale and putting it into that account, what is the
be used for the purpose of a scheme to limit differencesastimated size of that deposit account?
between electricity prices charged to classes of consumers .
in non-metropolitan areas and those charged to corres- The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | cannot give you today the
ponding consumers in metropolitan areas. exact figure that will be in there. It will be a couple of tens
The reason for this amendment is to put in place, principallyf millions. 1t certainly will not be in the fifties or the
two deposit accounts; first, any sales proceeds must go intyndreds of millions.
atrust account in Treasury so that it is designated and can be Mr FOLEY: The Premier is saying that the cross-subsidy
used only for debt retirement. It does not go into generatomponent is only of the order of millions. What is the
revenue or anywhere else. Treasury calculation as the cross-subsidy component?
Mr Foley interjecting: The Hon. JJW. OLSEN: As the honourable member
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We want to ensure that there is would know, the cross-subsidy runs into tens of millions of
no misunderstanding of where the money is going: it is tadollars annually, but the structure which we are putting into
retire debt. The other account is simply to enable some fundsiace and to which | alluded on Tuesday in my ministerial
to be put aside in a deposit account to make doubly sure aftatement averages. So, we average across the State within
the structure we put in place so that country regional pricesertain parameters. The averaging will stay in place in the
have a maximum 1.7 per cent. Funds are put aside should thettucturead infinitum and the maximum at any point through
modelling in any way fall marginally short. | am advised thatthat whole period will be the 1.7 per cent. So, what we have
the funds in that account will not be significant at all. But, byput in place is a model that averages power prices right across
the process of these measures in legislation, we want t8outh Australia. Who is paying the cross-subsidy: the
indicate clearly that we will be implementing the intent as putconsumers in the city. Who is paying it now: the consumers
down in the second reading speech. in the city.

Ms HURLEY: Is the payment to the special deposit MrFOLEY: |find it a bit novel, and obviously there is
account to limit the difference between electricity pricespolitical reasoning behind having this sort of special deposit
charged to city and country consumers a one-off payment qfccount. But at the end of the day, why is it not just going
an ongoing payment, so that you must determine beforehango consolidated revenue and you have a clear community

how much you have to putin there? service obligation and policy? Is this not just a bit of creative
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Modelling is being undertaken hookkeeping?

and there will be some compromise on the sale price, and The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The honourable member can put
funds will be put into that account. It is not anticipated that,i i that context. It is the same as taking the sales proceeds
in the sunset period of about 10 years, that will be topped Uy putting them in a trust account. We want to demonstrate
but, as | have also indicated to the House previously, a futurgie rjy that these policy intentions of the Government will be
Liberal Government from 2013 or 2015 would be toppiNgsoiowed through, first, by legislation and, secondly, by
that up if necessary. The modelling that has been putin placg..qnts and funds in them to make sure that it occurs. It is

by the advisers clearly indicates that we will not be drawinggin 5|y o matter of reassurance to the electorate that these
down on those funds. The structure that is being putin placgolicies will be implemented.

is to have it at the extreme where you get voltage dro .
running on a SWER line: if there is a voltage drop of 5to 6 Amendment Camde_d(': . . .
per cent and therefore a price variation because you lose part Progress reported; Committee to sit again.
of the power over that distance, the maximum that will be
applied at the retail level for households and small businesses ADJOURNMENT
is 1.7 per cent.

I make the point that places such as Port Augusta, close At5.45 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 7 July at
to generators, will have a reduction in power bills, as will the2 p.m.
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2. Under the new payment arrangements in the amended
agreement, the annual payment to Healthscope for agreed services
is based on a discount within the range of 5 per cent to 10 per cent
on the Casemix payment calculated through the SAHC Public
Hospitals Casemix Model. Thus, there is no single, exact figure
declaring how much extra Healthscope will be paid in any given year
compared with the payment they would have received under the
original Agreement.

Rigorous Government analysis indicates that the overall financial
benefit to Government is greater under the amended agreement than
under the previous Agreement, notwithstanding that annual payment
. to Healthscope for a given activity level is greater under the amended

7. Ms STEVENS: , . . . .. agreement than its predecessor. The explanation for the increased

1. How was the Government's savings figure of ‘$16 million penefit to Government lies mainly in the extension of the minimum
plus’ for the Modbury Hospital contract announced by the Ministeriarm of the management agreement from 10 to 15 years, thereby
for Health on 19 August 1997 calculated? _ increasing the guaranteed period during which the services discount

2. How much extra will Healthscope be paid under the re-wj|| be achieved, together with the substantial increase in rental
negotiated contract? . payments to Modbury Public Hospital Board arising from the lease

3. What benefits will taxpayers receive as a result of thepf space within the existing buildings for the Torrens Valley Private
renegotiated contract? Hospital.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: . With regard to how much extra Healthscope will be paid under

1. The financial benefits to the South Australian Governmente ey arrangements as compared with the old, the figure is in the
from the Modbury Hospital agreement in the period February 199%ger of $1.5-$2.0 million. A more precise figure is difficult to deter-
to 30 June 1997 consist of three major components; namely:  mine pecause of factors such as changes in payments resulting from
- Discount on services compared with SAHC Casemix prices fokne novation of the pathology and radiology contracts, and various
public hospitals; . adjustments in the new arrangements that would have occurred over
Elstlr_nat_ed cofst sbavmg_s Ifromt the acceletra'\t/ledd t:edu:i'tlon _tarrﬁlme under the former arrangements.
elimination of substantial cost overruns at Modbury Hospita ) :
measured against the estimated rate of reduction if the Hospit%sﬁit f'r?,%”{ﬂg].?er?'r’,Egegﬁgfgéoc?rirtgé(fﬁ%ﬁfggd Government which

had remained under public sector management; . - .
Financial benefits from Healthscope payment of payroll tax. increased accountability of Healthscope;
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A fourth area of benefit relates to the reduced subsidisation of
private patients treated in public hospitals as a consequence of
privately insured patients being treated in the temporary Torrens
Valley Private Hospital rather than in the public hospital. However,.
the estimated value of this factor has not been included in the
analysis of financial benefit to Government.

Discount on Services .

Although the activity and pricing arrangements in the original
(February 1995) Modbury Public Hospital Management Agreement
differed from the Casemix funding arrangements for other public
hospitals, a determination of the discount price value from the
Healthscope Contract is able to be made. The estimated benefit from
this factor is $6.145 million, being the difference between the indica-
tive Casemix Model payment for Modbury Public Hospital and what
was actually paid to Healthscope during the period in question.
Cost Savings from accelerated reduction in cost overruns under
public administration

increased safeguards for Government;

Government discount on services and other financial benefits
secured over a longer term;

the new Torrens Valley Private Hospital proceeding immediately
with an annual lease payment of $400 000 per annum from the
date of commissioning;

overall financial benefit to Government is greater under the
Amended Agreements than under the old Agreement;

the local community will benefit from a new private hospital,
collocated with public hospital services, and from planned
increases in public patient services resourced from savings to
Government from the outsourcing and from additional revenue
from the lease of space for the Torrens Valley Private Hospital.

8. Ms STEVENS:
1. How will payments to Healthscope be calculated under the

This component of the financial assessment methodology igsasemix model as part of the renegotiated contract with Healthscope?

based on assumptions regarding the rate of improvement that may

have been achieved if the Hospital had remained under public sector
management. Accordingly, the financial benefit estimation encom-
passes a range of assumptions from a conservative position throu
to a more optimistic position regarding the rate of cost overru
reduction if the Hospital had remained under public sector manage-

2. When will the new payment arrangements commence?

3. What effect will the renegotiated contract have on the
urrent cost to the Government of operating Modbury Hospital in

97-98 estimated in the budget papers to be $44.339 million?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:

ment. The mid point between the two extremes indicates an 1. Under the revised payment arrangements in the Amended
estimated benefit of $7.018 million which is considered to be veryManagement Agreement, Healthscope will be funded on the basis
reasonable. It should be noted that the Casemix Payment systenf,the SAHC Hospitals Casemix Model, except that a discount will
which was introduced in 1994-95, made provision for transitionbe applied to the payment to Healthscope for providing public patient
payments for inefficient hospitals allowing them a period of graceservices at Modbury Public Hospital. The contract provides that the
for achieving the Casemix Model level of efficiency. discount will not be less than 5 per cent or greater than 10 per cent.
Payroll Tax In 1997-98 the discount is 6.3 per cent. The outyears’ discount will

Payroll Tax to the State Government for the period wasbe agreed annually using guidelines designed to ensure achievement
$3.104 million. of the targeted aggregate benefit to Government which ensures that
Overall Financial Benefit the Government will receive $6 million (indexed) per annum in

In summary the overall benefit to Government of the arrangemertggregate benefit before Healthscope is able to retain an operating
with Healthscope for the period from contract execution in Februaryrofit on the public hospital contract.
1995 to the end of the 1996-97 financial year is: 2. The revised payment regime became effective from 1 July

$ million 1997.
Benefit on the discount on services: $6.145 3. The figure of $44.339 million in the Budget Papers is a cost
Benefit from the estimated cost savings estimate which incorporates a range of financial responsibilities and
from the accelerated elimination of activities of Modbury Public Hospital board additional to the contract
historical cost overruns at the Hospital: $7.018 payment to Healthscope. At the time of preparation of the budget
Payroll tax paid to the South Australian papers for the 1997-98 financial year, negotiations with Healthscope
Government for the period: $3.104  over the amendments to the Modbury Public Hospital contract were

It is concluded that the total recurrent funding benefits tonearing conclusion and the budget estimates were consistent with the
Government arising from outsourcing the management of Modburgxpected final arrangements between the Government and Health-
Public Hospital have exceeded $16 million for the period from thescope. Accordingly, there is not expected to be any significant
commencement of the contract in February 1995 until 30 June 199¢hange in figures provided in the 1997-98 Budget Papers.
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TORRENS VALLEY PRIVATE HOSPITAL renewal, and does this coincide with the term of the contract
between Healthscope and the Modbury Hospital Board for the
9. Ms STEVENS: management of the hospital; and

1. How many beds, and what other patient facilities, will be (¢) what are the details of the area, including size and location,
included in the Torrens Valley Private Hospital to be developed by ~ Within Modbury Hospital to be used for this purpose? _
Healthscope within the Modbury Public Hospital at a cost of 2. Will the Minister table a copy of the lease agreement and, if
$12.7 million? not, why not?

2. Why did the Government agree to allow Healthscope to The Hon. DEAN BROWN:
reduce its investment in private facilities from $14.5 million to 1. (a) Inbroad terms, the lease is a normal commercial lease for

$12.7 million? portion of the building. The rental has been determined
3. What capital works has the Government undertaken to at $400 000 p.a. with annual CPI adjustment. Healthscope
construct at the Modbury Hospital to facilitate the development of will be responsible for full maintenance of the private
the Torrens Valley Private Hospital, what is the estimated cost of hospital area.
these works and when are they scheduled for completion? It should also be noted that Healthscope will be
4. |s there an agreement for public patients of the Modbury leasing the Resident Medical Officers_ building for
Public Hospital to be treated at the Torrens Valley Private Hospital $50 000 per annum CP indexed and the First Floor of the
and, if so, what are the details? Education Building for $40 000 CPI indexed, bringing
5. Will the Minister table a copy of all agreements between total lease payments to the Public Hospital to $490 000
Modbury Hospital board, the Government and Healthscope for the indexed. ) )
development of the Torrens Valley Private Hospital and, if not, why (b) The lease commences on Practical Completion of the
not? Torrens Valley Private Hospital and expires on 5
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: February 2010. Expiration of the lease coincides with the

term of the contract between Healthscope and the

1. Stage 1 will ide 44 private beds. Devel t will al . - .
9 1 provide a2 privaie beds. taeveiopment wit a'so Hospital Board for the management of the public hospital.

include day surgery and general theatre facilities as well as consult-

ing rooms. Stage 2 will provide another 22 beds making a total of 66 (c) The areas are 6 West, 5 East, 4 West and the Ground
beds. Floor West wing. These areas will comprise a private
2. The $14.5 million estimate related to the original proposal for hospital facility of 4 800 square metres.

a private hospital located on Smart Road, Modbury. It was an 2. Yes.

estimate only, not a contractual obligation. For a range of reasons,

primarily relating to difficulties in gaining access to the proposed MODBURY HOSPITAL

site, Healthscope and Modbury Public Hospital board have agreed

to the $12.7 million private hospital development within the existing  37.  Ms STEVENS:! o

Modbury Hospital buildings. 1. Whatamendments executed on 19 August 1997 to the initial
Detailed analysis of this option has determined that it is beneficiafigreements for the management of the Modbury Hospital provide

to both parties. This option has given the Government ability to uséor @ waiver of claims for confidentiality by Healthscope, as noted

the under-utilised area within the existing Modbury Public Hospitalon page 680, Volume 1 of the Auditor-General’s Report for the year

and at the same time to generate rental income of $490 000 p&nded 30 June 19977 _

annum to Modbury Hospital board (of which $400 000 relatestothe 2. What matters are released from any previous agreement on

private hospital areas in the public hospital building) which can beconfidentiality? _ )

put back into providing additional services. 3. Does the new agreement have any contractual impediment
In addition, the space to be leased and occupied by the Torref€venting it from being tabled in this House?

Valley Private Hospital will be extensively upgraded and responsi-  1he Hon. DEAN BROWN: _

bility for its maintenance during the lease term transferred to 1. Clause 10 of the Amending Agreement provides that the SA

Healthscope. A thorough examination of current and future demant#ealth Commission may disclose the whole or any part of the terms

for public patient services at Modbury clearly indicates that the spacand conditions of the Project Documents (as amended by the

to be leased for the Torrens Valley Private Hospital will not beAmending Agreement). _

required for public patients. Effectlve;ly, this means that_the foIIowmg exec_uted documents
3. The Government funded project at Modbury Hospital2® not subject to legal protection on confidentiality:

incorporates associated works for the consolidation of public ~Modbury Public Hospital Management Agreement as amended

obstetrics services on the first floor, the upgrading of the existing 19 August 1997;

four public hospital operating theatres on the first floor and arange Private Hospital Project Agreement dated 19 August 1997;

of works as part of a forward plan for the whole complex to meetani Agreement to Lease as amended 11 December 1997; and

acceptable level of compliance with building codes and standards. Amending Agreement dated 19 August 1997.

The total cost to Government for the publicly funded works is 2. The following executed documents have been released from

$8.6 million. All of the works are works which are required for the Previous agreement on confidentiality:

effective provision of public patient services and maintenance of Modbury Public Hospital Management Agreement dated 3

public building standards. It is proposed that works will commence February 1995;

in October 1998 with all works complete by December 1999. The Agreement to Lease dated 3 February 1995;

scheme has Cabinet approval and following presentation to the Temporary Private Hospital Agreement dated 18 January 1996.

Public Works Committee on 20 May 1998 the Department of Human The Private Hospital Project Agreement dated 3 February 1995

Services is waiting for the report to be tabled in Parliament. Nowhich has been rescinded by the Amending Agreement is not

works have commenced as yet. covered by Clause 10 of the Amending Agreement as it no longer
4. There are no agreements in place for public patients to bforms part of the Project Documents as therein defined. However,
treated at the Torrens Valley Private Hospital. Healthscope has agreed to it also being released.

5. Yes. They document the commitment by Healthscope to 3. No.
finance, construct and operate—entirely at their company s own
risk—a private hospital on the Modbury Public Hospital campus for DRY AREAS

the benefit of north eastern Adelaide residents. )
53.  MrATKINSON: Inthe past five years, how many people

. have been charged with violating ‘dry areas’ established under
10.  Ms STEVENS: . section 131 of the Liquor Licensing Act and of these how many have
1. What are the terms and conditions of the lease agreemegken Aborigines?
under which Healthscope will occupy space within the Modbury * 1he Hon M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Police advises
Public Hospital to develop the Torrens Valley Private Hospital andp 5t the Police have provided statistics for people charged with

in particular; _ _ _ _ violating ‘dry areas established under section 131 of the Liquor
(a) what are the commercial details of the lease including the rental.icensing Act and the number of Aborigines involved are depicted
other payments and responsibility for maintenance; in the following table. Statistics are not provided for the year 1992-

(b) what is the term of the lease agreement, including rights 083 as the required data was not collected at that time.
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Dry Areas Offences 1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97 departure from the way this industry used to operated and the Office

by Ethnic Appearance of Energy Policy has, up to this time, taken the role of educating the
Year Aboriginal Others Total industry of the changes and facilitating the change initiatives.
1993-94 15 57 72 It is also worth noting that South Australia is leading Australia
1994-95 11 49 60 in these reform initiatives, which are generally supported by industry
1995-96 8 52 60 bodies and we have one of the best safety records in Australia.
1996-97 14 44 58 4. Certificates of Compliance are issued to the customer, the
Total 48 202 250 electricity distributor, if the distributor is involved in connecting or
reconnecting supply and the third copy is retained by the contractor
ELECTRICITY, CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE for auditing purposes.
) When this new system was developed in conjunction with
73.  MrMcEWEN: . . industry participants, it was agreed that it was logistically very
1. How many Certificates of Compliance have been issued agxpensive for a copy of all certificates to be sent to a central source
required by the Electricity Act 19967 for processing.

2. Who is responsible for and what is the method of the audit of
Certificates of Compliance?
3. How many non-compliances have been reported to date and
what action was taken in each case?
4. How many jobs have been completed by electrical contractors 80.  Mr HILL:
and maintenance personnel since the Act came into effect? 1. Has the Minister examined the research undertaken by Hugh
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Pedersen of the University of South Australia into the toxicity of
1. 253000 Certificates of Compliance have been issued t®VC tubing?
%)g;ractors since the Electricity Act was proclaimed on 1 January 3. |n light of the research, will the Minister issue a warning to
) . T HIE h oo
2. The Technical Regulator, through the Office of Energythose involved in using PYC tubing for the purpose of hydroponics?
Policy, is responsible for auditing electrical contractors. The audit 1€ Hon. D.C. KOTZ:
work was put out to public tender in November 1996 and ETSA 1. Yes.|am aware of the research undertaken into the toxicity
Power was the successful tenderer. Auditing may be done in 2 staged. PVC tubing.
The first Stage is a desk tOp audit where the auditor has a detailed As Out"ned in the ar“cle ‘Is PVC p0|son|ng your p|ants’)’
interview with the contractor to ensure that he/she has the necessaiiplished in the University of South AustraliminewsNumber 3,

Australian Standards, test equipment, procedures, competency arch 1998, research has been undertaken by a number of staff

technical knowledge. Depending on the outcome of this interviewWang an Honours student at the University of South Ausfralia s
a Stage two audit may be conducted which comprises of an eXarrS(:hoo| of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences.

ination of all or part of the installation work done by the contractor,
to ensure that the work complies with the relevant standards an:
regulations. At this time contractors to be audited are selected on ” . o

random basis or may be audited as the result of a complaint receivéigae, marine fleas etc. All the organisms showed toxicity effects of
by the Office of Energy Policy. Audit results are recorded into ava/¥ing degrees.

database and once adequate data is available it is planned to focus Water was also flushed through the PVC tubing to grow lettuce

the audits on ‘problem’ contractors. All these initiatives are designegeedlings in a hydroponics laboratory. After a four week exposure
to encourage self-regulation by the industry and minimise cost t@eriod, it was found the root system and the plants were reduced in
both the Government and the general community, while maintainingize, compared to plants grown in water not exposed to the PVC.

good technical and safety standards. _ _ Inanother experiment, the PVC tubing was connected to pumps
3. Since January 1997, 630 Stage 1 audits and 200 Stage 2 audjich filtered an aquarium. Marine specimens such as sea anemones,

have been completed and approximately 700 non-compliance repoigarine algae and mussels all died after being introduced to the aquar-
were received by the Office of Energy Policy. Approximately 200jym.

of these were identified, as a result of the audit process and 500 were It was discovered that leaching of a substance from the PVC

direct reports to the Office of Energy Policy. All non compliance , . - . . ; .
: - : - m bing was causing toxicity to both marine plant and animal species.
reports were investigated and placed into three categories, na e&'l'c)wever, it was difficult to determine specifically which substance

PVC TOXICITY

g PVC tubing from a Queensland supplier was cut into small pieces
d added to an aquarium containing aquatic organisms such as

Category 1—  Urgent, the installation is unsafe. : : T :

h was causing this toxicity. The manufacturer or supplier would also
Category 2 Has the potential to become unsafe not provide information about the constituents of the PVC tubing.
Category 3—  The installation does not comply but is safe

There were 20 category 1 faults reported. These were addressed PVC Plastics can contain heavy metal salts such as lead,
immediately, the installation was made safe and the contractdradmium and copper salts which are used as fillers and UV protec-

interviewed. There were 350 Category 2 faults reported. 29 per ceff® 2gents. Industrial organic plasticisers known as phthalates are
of these have been resolved, i.e., the owner notified to have tHdSO found which can act as plastic softeners in PVC flexible tubing.

installations fixed and the electrical contractor interviewed. Thel Nere is some controversy as to the toxic effects of phthalates and
Office of Energy Policy contracted an ex ETSA electrical inspectorMOre research is required in this area.
to assist in addressing the outstanding category 2 non-compliance According to Dr Tim Smeaton from the School of Pharmacy, low
issues on 10 March 1998. There are 330 category 3 faults on file armbncentrations of heavy metal salts and phthalates in the water can
due to the low risk and therefore low priority, these are kept on fildnduce toxic effects in plants and animals. Some of the toxic effects
and corrective action is taken when the opportunity arises, eg duringhown in this research study may have been caused by the chemicals
a follow up audit. found in the PVC tubing. However, not all tubing tested produced
The Office of Energy Policy has develapa 3 stage discipline the same results. Other flexible tubing from a different manufacturer
process for electrical contractors who do not comply with theshowed little or no toxicity. The results from this research are
Standards and Regulations, namely; preliminary at this stage and only one batch of PVC tubing was
Stage 1 Interview the contractor and discuss the problem antgsted. More research is required to test different batches of PVC
discuss what action the contractor will take to ensuretubing from different manufacturers before any direct conclusions
that there is no re-occurrence. This may involve can be drawn.
remedial training, the purchase of the required 2. Given the factthatthese results are from a preliminary study
Australian Standards or testequipment. ~ and only one batch of PVC tubing was tested, it would be inappropri-
Stage 2  Ifthe safe contractor re-offends then an expiation fegte to issue a warning at this point in time. Since the over-riding
will be imposed under the Electricity Act. The fee is requirement for food producers is to sell safe food, the responsibility

$315. ) is for producers to ensure all the materials used in manufacture are
Stage 3  If the same contractor re-offends again then legaafe. The Public and Environmental Health Service will seek further
action will be taken under the Electricity Act. information and maintain a watching brief on the issue. When more

It should be noted that these initiatives, i.e., Certificates ofdata is available, the need for a statement on any public and envi-
Compliance, audits and disciplinary processes are a markewnmental health risks involved will be considered.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TRIBUNAL With the implementation of a new complaint handling data base
it will be possible to provide more specific measures of times taken

99. MsKEY: In each of the years 1993-94 to 1996-97 how in complaint handling processes. _
many cases were referred to the Equal Opportunity Tribunal and the 2. and 3. During the 1996-97 reporting year four matters were
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission and, of thoséeferred to the Equal Opportunity Tribunal with the Commission-
cases, how many were referred with the assistance of the CommiSt' S assistance. One was settled before hearing. Three proceeded

sioner? to full trial of which two were dismissed due to lack of substance and

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: one was found to have substance.
1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 . )
Cases Cases Cases Cases 101. MsKEY: Does the relocation of the Office of the
HREOC Referrals 3 6 **30) **QD Commissioner for Equal Opportunity to accommodation shared by
EOT Referrals *75 6 24 25 the Attorney-General present a conflict of interest bearing in mind
Total Referrals 78 12 54 117 t(?e Cor;wmlssmner’s obligation to represent complainants against the
rown?

Referrals with Assistance : .
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, the relocation of the Office
1?:93'94 1%94'95 1985'96 1986'97 of the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity to accommodation
ases  Lases ases 8S€S  shared by the Attorney-General does not present a conflict of

HREOC interest. It is important to clarify that the Commission and Attorney-
EOT 1 3 3 6 General s office are not located on the same floor, but are on the
Total Referrals second and eleventh floors respectively.
with Assistance 1 3 3 6 The operation of the Commission and the statutory powers under
* One complainant made 67 complaints in 93/94 which the Commission acts have not changed as a result of

** Many of the 1995-96 and 1996-97 complaints were relocation. The independence of the Commission in pursuing
lodged in preceding years and were the focus of a concercomplaints is unchanged.
trated effort to clear the backlog. There are many tenants in 45 Pirie Street, representing both the
NB: Please note that two criteria for counting have been usegrivate and public sector including the Attorney-General s
ie. cases and matters. There are different definitions foDepartment. For reasons outlined above, this does not compromise

each. Further explanation can be given if required. the ability to pursue complaints against the Crown.
Cases Referred To The Human Rights And Equal Opportunity
Commission (HREOC) SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION
No cases are referred to HREOC with the assistance of the
Commissioner for Equal Opportunity. 102. MsKEY:

The provision of assistance does not apply as itis notpartofthe 1. Why has there not been an investigation into the matter of
Federal Acts. In the Federal arena complaints are referred aexuality discrimination, especially in respect of superannuation?

unconciliated and are heard by a hearing Commissioner. 2. Is the Attorney-General aware that the Commissioner for
Equal Opportunity’s counterpart in Victoria will be publishing
100. Ms KEY: research on this matter in that jurisdiction?

1. Has the strategy to reduce the time taken to resolve com- ] he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE:

plaints proposed in the 1996-97 Report of the Commissioner for - The C]E(;]mmi?f:_sioner for Eq“arL Opportunity has chusselci éhe
Equal Opportunity been implemented and, if so, what indicators havEfSources of her office on issues that are more pressing including
been used to defermine its success? reform of complaint handling. Inquiring into matters of legislative

2. Of the matters referred with the Commissioner’s assistancé,eformh'S Té’t ? CLI'J"em pgotr:ty. h . L
how many of these complaints were found to have substance? It should also be noted that the superannuation provisions in part

iy . three of the existing Equal Opportunity Act,1984 have never been
3. Ofthe remaining matters, how many were withdrawn by the : L ;
complainant or settled prior to or during consideration, or Wereproclalmed even though the legislation was enacted in 1984 and most

it : L of it came into operation in 1986.
d'S'.TI_]r']S:eH%Ey,\tAhat”;’g&?.lrfgé:?:kmg in substance? A delegation of persons from a union did talk to the Commis-

1. Ves. the strat to red the time taken t | sioner over a year ago about the issue of sexuality discrimination and
- Y€s, the strategy 1o reduce the ime taxen 10 resolve Comy, nerannyation. The Commissioner offered to provide advice

plaints proposed in the 1996-97 Annual Report of the Commissionglagnonding to specific issues put to her in writing. However, she has
for Equal Opportunity has been implemented. R heard nothing further from that group.

In the 1995-96 Annual Report the Commissioner identified an ™35 * The Attorney-General is aware that a report on sexuality
urgent need tlo {ewew th% com_pllatl)nt lillandllfng f“nICt.'OH of tge iscrimination has been published by the Victorian Equal Oppor-
Commission. In 1996 a substantial backlog of complaints needegliry, Commission. The Victorian body was using its research power
attention. At the end of the 1995-96 financial year, there were 813\ i4ed by s162 of the Equal Opportunity Act, 1995. The report has

complaints on hand and unfinalised. been submitted to the Victorian Attorney-General pursuant to
In response to this situation a special team was formed to undeg 62(4) of that Act.

take the review of old files and to finalise protracted cases. As a

result of their efforts, 1026 cases were finalised between July 1996
and June 1997; of these cases, 45 per cent had been open for more EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TRIBUNAL
than twelve months. 103. Ms KEY:

_ The success of the bag:klog clearing exercise made it possibleto 1. Has the increase in the number of complaints to the Com-

implement a new complaint handling system from March 1997. - missjoner for Equal Opportunity deemed to be finalised been as a
As stated in the 1996-97 Annual Report ‘statistical analysis of theesult of the continuing trend of cases being withdrawn?

reporting period indicates that the new complaint handling system 2 \Why have so many cases in proportion to those which have

has begun well’. The indicators used include: been resolved, been withdrawn?

- the percentage of complaints finalised in comparison to those 3, Why has there been a rapid decline in the number of cases
received. In the reporting period, the Commission finalised morevhich are resolved with the assistance of the commission?
complaints than it received. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE:
acomparison of the number of cases on hand from June 1996to 1. The increase in the number of complaints finalised was a
June 1997. 813 complaints were on hand at June 1996; twelv@sult of an increase in all four major outcomes groups comprising
months later the figure was 403. This represents a halving ofases resolved, cases withdrawn, cases declined and cases referred.
cases on hand in the last financial year. It is difficult to draw strong conclusions from comparisons as data
the length of time that cases are opened in comparison to theategories have altered significantly in past years.
previous reporting period. Of the cases on hand, significantly 2. The relative proportions finalised as conciliated or withdrawn
fewer had been open for more that six months—compared witihlemained fairly constant over 1995-96 and 1996-97. Withdrawals as
the previous reporting period. a proportion of total cases finalised only increased 1 per cent from
the number of referrals and declinations in all areas. Overall34 per cent to 35 per cent during this period.
there was a greater number of referrals and declinations in all The Commission has endeavoured to tighten the recording of
areas. statistics and, this may in part explain the overall decreasing trend



Questions on Notice HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1299

in conciliations and increasing trend in withdrawals from 1993-94. The Hon. DEAN BROWN:
Without surveying the complainants who withdrew their complaint 1. | am aware of Professor Cox s statement. | am advised that
it is not possible to definitively answer this question. all these terminations were performed at 20-22 weeks gestation.

3. The actual number of cases resolved actually increased by 72 2. Studies on foetuses in utero suggest that foetuses respond to
from 1995-96 to 1996-97. In perspective the actual number resolvesbund starting from a restricted range in the lower frequencies and
in 1996-97 sits approximately half way between the high of 1994-9%xtending to higher frequencies, and hearing becomes more sensitive

and the low of 1995-96. as the foetus matures. In one study, response to lower frequencies
occurred rarely at 25 weeks but in nearly all foetuses at 27 weeks,
112. MsKEY: whereas at 33-35 weeks all responded to higher frequencies as well.

1. Have the legal resources in the Office of the Commissionein another study responses were consistent from 29-32 weeks only.
for Equal Opportunity been increased to ensure the continued Studies on memory are more difficult to interpret. A recent
successful referral to the Equal Opportunity Tribunal of complaintseview states that the earliest observations of successful classical
based on State or Federal legislation? conditioning are in foetuses at 32 weeks and the ability to recognise

2. Why is the number of legal practitioners in the Office of the familiar stimuli (they used the theme tune from ‘Neighbours’)
Commissioner for Equal Opportunity reported in 1996-97 half thattcommences between 30 and 37 weeks.
of the number in 1995-96? 3. This procedure is not used to terminate late-term pregnancies

3. Has the reduction in the number of legal practitioners requiredn South Australia.
the Commissioner to access additional legal counsel from the 4. The method of termination described as ‘extra-amniotic or
Attorney-General and if so, does the Attorney-General perceive angervical prostaglandin instillation is used to induce labour in late
conflict of interest in the Commissioner accessing the same legagrminations of pregnancy. This has been used particularly for
counsel? ‘genetic terminations of pregnancy. The vast majority of these

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: ‘genetic terminations are wanted pregnancies and the majority of

1. There has been no recent need to increase the legal resour¢kese women request a burial for their foetus. A complete autopsy
of the Office of the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity becauseexamination will allow a firm diagnosis to be made for abnormalities
the only recent increase in the number of complaints referred havéetected prenatally to assist appropriate counselling of the parents
been in relation to referrals to the Federal Sex or Race Discriminaabout the risks of the abnormality recurring in subsequent pregnan-
tion Commissioners. The Commissioner for Equal Opportunity is noties. Emotional stress among nurses assisting in these procedures has
required to provide any assistance to complainants in relation to sudseen reported in the literature. In South Australia there is provision
referrals, and so there has been no increase in the work requiredfiar nurses and other health professionals not to participate in
be carried out by the legal staff. terminations if they do not wish.

In relation to complaints lodged under State legislation, the 5. The term ‘current psychiatric disorder refers to terminations
practice is to brief the Crown Solicitor, or the private bar where thefor mental health reasons relating to the unplanned pregnancy (i.e.,
Crown is a respondent to a complaint, when complainants reque&he continuance of the pregnancy would have involved greater risk
the assistance of the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity irof injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman than
presenting their case to the Equal Opportunity Tribunal. if the pregnancy were terminated ). The presenting symptoms are

2. The Commissioner for Equal Opportunity has concentratedhose of acute stress, anxiety or reactive depression as notified by the
the resources of the Office of the Commissioner in the main area afoctor. These are classified in the International Classification of
its work, namely complaint handling. The legal staff at the Office of Diseases as Mental Disorders. A psychiatrist is not usually consulted
the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity continue to provide supporto confirm such a diagnosis at the Pregnancy Advisory Centre.
for this function. 6. The information given to women is on an individual basis, by

3. It has not been necessary for the Commissioner for Equalifferent health professionals. The risks of the pregnancy termination
Opportunity to access additional legal counsel from the Attorneyare discussed as for any medical procedure. The increase in risk for
General, since the Crown Solicitor has always made counselbortion of breast cancer later in life is still being debated. Counsel-
available to represent the Commissioner in relation to the assistantiag in relation to the termination would involve discussion of
she provides to complainants whose matters have been referreddptions available including the continuation of the pregnancy and
the Equal Opportunity Tribunal. Where the Crown is a respondenadoption. Any woman who seriously considers adoption would be
to a complaint, then it has been the practice of the Commissioner fagiven detailed information by a social worker or referred to Family
Equal Opportunity to brief the private bar and so no conflict ofand Community Services.
interest arises.

MOTOR VEHICLES, PENSIONER REBATES
ABORTIONS
115. Mr SNELLING: Why does the Motor Vehicles Regis-

114. Mr ATKINSON: tration and Licensing Branch of the Department of Transport not

1. Is the Minister aware of the concern of Professor I.W. Cox,extend concessional rebates to pensioners who are jointly registered
expressed in the 27th Annual Report of the Committee Appointedwners with non-pensioner spouses on ho income and is this policy
to Examine and Report on Abortions Notified in S.A., that 29 consistent with concessions by other State agencies?
pregnancies were terminated at more than 20 weeks gestation The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Entitlement to the pensioner
because of an alleged ‘current psychiatric disorder'? concession on the registration of a motor vehicle is dependent upon

2. Does the Health Commission have any evidence that foetusé¢ise owner being the holder of a pensioner entitlement card (Pen-
of about 20 to 28 weeks gestation can hear and remember what theipner Concession Card) issued under the law of the Commonwealth,
have heard? or a State Concession Card issued by the Department of Human

3. Is the procedure known as partial-birth abortion or dilationServices (Family and Community Services), that entitles the holder
and breech extraction used in S.A. hospitals to terminate any latée reduced fares on public transport. The concession provides vehicle
term pregnancies? owners with a 50 per cent reduction in the registration charge and an

4. What happens to the foetus in the method of terminatiorexemption from the payment of stamp duty on compulsory third
described in the Cox report as ‘extra-amniotic or cervical prostaparty insurance.
glandin installation’ and is there any evidence that nurses assisting In terms of the Motor Vehicles Act, the owner’ is interpreted
during such terminations suffer emotional distress, especially wheas ‘owner’ or ‘owners’. The interpretation of the Act was confirmed
the reason for the termination is given as ‘current psychiatrian an opinion provided by the Crown Solicitor. This means that all
disorder’? parties to a joint registered ownership must be the holder of an

5. What presenting symptoms in pregnant women qualify for theappropriate concession card in order to claim the reduction in the
diagnosis of ‘current psychiatric disorder’ and how often do doctorgegistration fee.
at the Pregnancy Advisory Centre consult a psychiatrist to confirm  This approach is followed to ensure that only the holder of the
such a diagnosis? concession card benefits from the reduction in registration fees. If

6. What information is currently given to S.A. women seekingthe reduction was afforded to a jointly registered vehicle and one
pregnancy termination about the risks, such as breast cancer latemarty was not the holder of a concession card, it may allow for a
life, and alternatives to termination, such as to continue the predarge number of vehicles that are not used wholly or mainly for the
nancy so the baby may be raised by loving screened adoptive paremtansport of the concession card holder, to be registered at the
with characteristics of the birth mother’s choice? reduced fee.
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Where a vehicle is jointly registered and one of the parties EDSAS AND IT SERVICES
involved is not the holder of a concession card, itis necessary for the
vehicle to be transferred into the single name of the pensioner in  119. Ms WHITE:
order to claim the benefit. Although the other party may no longer 1. In relation to the implementation of the 1996 Department for
be recorded as the joint registered owner, it would not diminish @&ducation and Children’s Services Enterprise Agreement, what
claim to joint legal ownership of the vehicle, as this is determinedchanges have been made to provide additional support for the
by means such as a Bill of Sale, rather than the name appearing implementation of EDSAS and IT services as agreed in section 9.2.3
the certificate of registration. of that agreement?

The applicant is eligible to claim an exemption from the payment 2. Will ongoing funding of the additional $0.6 million be
of stamp duty on the application for transfer. However, an adminis@vailable in the 1999 school year to continue these programs?
tration fee of $20.00 is payable to recover the actual cost of The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: ) B
providing the service. 1. The following steps have been taken to provide additional

Inquiries with other agencies, including SA Water, Gas Compan'i:epport for the implementation of EDSAS and IT Services as agreed

of South Australia and ETSA Corporation indicate that, where ar}} Se_ctior|1£9.2.3 of tk}“e Departmelrggfgr Education and Children s
account s in joint names, a pensioner concession is available on tiReTVICes Enterprise Agreement, '

account provided one of the persons named on the account is the An IT Help Desk was established in January 1997 with ex-
holdeur ofpa I‘j‘ltlensioner Concespsiosn CZrd. untis penditure of $0.48 million in the last six months of the 1996-97
h f ¢ he High d It of financial year and $0.58 million in the first ten months of the
The revenue forgone from the Highways Fund as a result of  1997.98 financial year.

pension related concessions is in the region of $8 million per year. - Amaunts of $0.5 million have been allocated in both the 1997-98
The concession provided ranges from $484et g/linder vehicle and 1998-99 financial years for training and development

to $115 for an 8 cylinder vehicle per year. The benefit provided to : : ; : :

; : ; - h - associated with the implementation of EDSAS. A review of
pten5|0(rj1etrys will be fulrther {ﬂp[jeaset;i.wnh the proposed }ncreaie 'r? training, development ar?d documentation is about to commence.
stamp duty on compulsory third party insurance, revenue from whic P ; ; ; : ;
is made available to the Hospitals Fund. As pensioners are afforded g;r%%'g% gmﬂ gfﬁﬁﬁgﬂzgre being held with the unions to

an exemption from this payment, the loss of revenue to the Hospitals : o
Fund will be in the area of $4.5 million. Itis therefore not proposediS Oﬁ' (;Ii'rr]]e funding of $0.6 million relates to the IT Help Desk and
to extend the availability of this concession at the cost of further rev- going.

enue forgone from the Highways Fund or the Hospitals Fund. EARLY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

VIETNAMESE PROGRAM 120. Ms WHITE: Will the $4 million allocated for cash grants
to schools for early assistance programs in the 1998 school year as
116. Mr ATKINSON: agreed in section 9.2.12 of the 1996 Department for Education and

1. Why has the facu'ty of Arts at the University of Adelaide Children’s Services Enterp”se Barga|n|ng Agreement, be available
decided to reduce the Vietnamese component of the Centre for Asidf these programs to continue in the 1999 school year?
Studies from two full-time equivalents to one and a half and why is__The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Department for Education and
the staffing now being reviewed further with a view to reducing it Children’s Services Enterprise Agreement 1996 is an agreement
to one? between the former DECS (now the Department of Education
2. Why does the staffing strategy of the faculty of Arts in its Training and Employment), employees, Australian Education Union,

i ; : blic Service Union, Miscellaneous Workers Union and the
August 1997 edition (as updated in March 1998) pre-empt the revie u ’ : : h
by saying ‘The main feature of the planning period for the profile of g‘rﬁlr?ﬁfseioarg;)ggimaxulsttglia;pproved by the Industrial Relations
the department will be the phased reduction of the Vietnamesg ’

, he life of the Agreement is from 1 December 1996 to 1
m m'2
program and the transfer of resources to the Japanese progra December 1998. Negotiations for a new Agreement cannot com-

3. Will any Federal Government funds earmarked for Viet- mence before 1 July 1998.
namese in 1992 be diverted to Japanese or Chinese? This Agreement represents the outcome of an industrial process
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: in which all issues were laid on the negotiating table and where

1. The staffing of the various programs in the Centre for Asianfunding allocations for specific matters could be placed in the
Studies has been rebalanced in line with student demand. TH@ntext of the totality of claims and their cost.
staffing of the Viethamese Program is not being reviewed with a_ All parties agreed that most funding allocations were only for the
view to reduction but to determine what can be done to ensure thHée of the Agreement.

continuing development of Vietnamese as an academic discipline of The question as to whether funding for a specific item is to
the Faculty. continue into the next Enterprise Agreement or Agreements cannot

2. The Staffing Strategy document is an internal planningbe answered without knowing in full detail what the claims of the
document distributed to Heads of Department for comment an nions are. The unions agreed not to make these claims before 1 July

response. The reference to a phased reduction of the Viethame 98.

program refers to the rebalancing mentioned previously. This does , "hen the totality of the claims from all employees and unions
not pre-empt the Review because it is not a review of staffing. 'S known, the department will be able to negotiate on which items

houl i fundi h .
3. No. There are no longer any earmarked Federal funds. In fac%, ould attract continued funding and to what degree
the University and the Faculty have experienced a reduction in
Commonwealth-funded student load in the last two years. EDUCATION, SPECIAL

Recommendation 14 of the strategic review of the Humanities 122, Ms WHITE: Will the $9.25 million allocated for special
in Australia, Knowing Ourselves and Others: The Humanities ineducation teachers in 1998, as agreed in section 9.2.12 of the 1996
Australiainto the 21st Century, calls for the re-establishment of sucibepartment of Education and Children’s Services Enterprise
earmarked funds for ‘programs in languages other than EnglistBargaining Agreement, be available to continue this program for the
bearing in mind their distribution by State’, but the Commonwealthschool year 1999?
government has yet to respond to this review. Similarly, Recommen- The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Department for Education and
dation 23 of the West review Learning for Life: Final Report: Children’s Services Enterprise Agreement 1996 is an agreement
Review of Higher Education Financing and Policy (April 1998) petween the former DECS (now the Department of Education
recommends that the Commonwealth Government ‘should providgraining and Employment), employees, Australian Education Union,
special-purpose support for significant but low demand disciplinegyblic Service Union, Miscellaneous Workers Union and the
on a case-by-case basis, using competitive tendering as the vehigenployee Ombudsman. It is approved by the Industrial Relations
for distributing any funding, and with funding being provided only Commission of South Australia.
when itis in the public interest and when all other options for pre-  The Jife of the Agreement is from 1 December 1996 to
serving the discipline without special-purpose funding have been pecember 1998. Negotiations for a new Agreement cannot
exhausted. commence before 1 July 1998.

These matters have been brought to the attention of the Review This Agreement represents the outcome of an industrial process
of the Viethamese Program. in which all issues were laid on the negotiating table and where
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funding allocations for specific matters could be placed in thel. Ross Smith/Windsor Gardens HS 481.0
context of the totality of claims and their cost. 5. Valley View/Gepps Cross Girls HS ~ 440.7
All parties agreed that most funding allocations were only for thes, Stuart/Whyalla HS 42 0.7
life of the Agreement. _ ... 7. Fremont/Elizabeth City HS 47.9 0.5
The question as to whether funding for a specific item is tog. | eFevre/Henley HS 38 0.5
continue into the next Enterprise Agreement or Agreements cannef chyristies Beach HS 30.8 05
be answered without knowing in full detail what the claims of the 1o Gjossop/Renmark/Loxton HS 26 05
unions are. The unions agreed not to make these claims before 1 Jl}1y' ’
1998.

When the totality of the claims from all employees and unions EDUCATION, ENTERPRISE BARGAINING

is known, the department will be able to negotiate on which items

should attract continued funding and to what degree. 125. Ms WHITE: In relation to the implementation of the

1996 Department for Education and Children’s Services Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement, what are the details of the expenditure of the
$0.5 million additional funding for pre-school early intervention
programs in 1998, which pre-schools received additional resources,
gnd will this program continue in school year 1999?

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION WORKERS

124. Ms WHITE: In relation to the implementation of the
1996 Department for Education and Children’s Service enterpris ; ; , .
bargaining agreement, what are the details of the expenditure of the Thﬁ Hlon. M.R. %UCKBY' fTh'sh f!g‘d'r!g was F}""%’.‘%Ed to h
additional Aboriginal education workers in 1998, which schoolsP€S¢hools to provide supportfor the identification of children wit

; 5 ; it ing difficulties, including those with significant learning
were given additional resources under this program and will thigearning J ; . >
program continue in school year 1999? difficulties, and the development of early intervention strategies. The

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As part of the Department for funds are being used flexibly to implement strategies which:

Education and Children’s Services Enterprise Agreement 1996, SUPPOrt the needs of children at risk of not being successful
$0.25 million was allocated to particularly target the learning needs  |€&rners by developing and implementing appropriate learning
of Aboriginal students and provide employment for additional ~Programs . . o
Aboriginal Education Workers (AEWSs) or other support staff. ~ *~  Improve assessmentand reporting strategies to ensure continuity
A working party comprised of representatives from the Depart- of learning for identified children between preschool and school,
ment of Education, Training and Employment and the Australian and . . . .
Education Union had discussed and recommended the employment provide support and early intervention programs for children with

of 7.4 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) AEWSs in 1997 and 1998 to  !earning difficulties. o
address early detection and intervention programs. The allocation of $500 000 was distributed to all preschools. The

Due to the delay in the 1997 allocation of $0.25 million, funding was distributed under a formula arrangement which provided
$0.5 million was allocated in 1998 and will employ 14.8 FTE AEWs. different amounts for category 1, 2 and 3 centres. These amounts
Job and Person Specifications were developed and the positio§re based on a per child amount of $50 per child in category 1; $39

advertised. per child in category 2 and $25 per child in category 3.
Positions available are — 7.4 FTE in Schools with a Junior Pri- ~ The funding under the Enterprise Agreement was for the calendar
mary enrolment years 1997 and 1998. No commitment has been given to continue the
— 7.4 FTE in Secondary Schools program in 1999 and such continuation is dependent on the outcome
totalling $0.5 million. of the future negotiations under the Enterprise Agreement.

See Attachment 1 for a list of schools attracting these resources.

At this stage not all positions have been filled. As aresult of this  127. Ms WHITE: Will the Flexible Resourcing Initiative fund-
delay, appointments will be extended to end of Term 2, 1999. Anyng of $18 million, agreed in section 9.1.12 of the 1996 Department
further extension is dependent on the outcome of the futuréor Education and Children's Services Enterprise Bargaining

negotiations under the Enterprise Agreement. Agreement, be available to allow schools to continue these programs

Attachment 1 in school year 1999?

AEW Allocations to Schools with a Junior Primary Enrolment The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Department for Education and
Schools Students Allocations  Children’s Services Enterprise Agreement 1996 is an agreement

1. Augusta Park PS 157 1.0 between the former DECS (now the Department of Education
Carlton PS Training and Employment), employees, Australian Education Union,
Flinders View PS Public Service Union, Miscellaneous Workers Union and the
Stirling North PS Employee Ombudsman. It is approved by the Industrial Relations
Willsden PS Commission of South Australia.

2. Lincoln South PS 69 1.0 The life of the Agreement is from 1 December 1996 to 1
Kirton Point PS December 1998. Negotiations for a new Agreement cannot com-
Port Lincoln JPS mence before 1 July 1998.

3. Mansfield Park PS 59 1.0 This Agreement represents the outcome of an industrial process
Gepps Cross PS in which all issues were laid on the negotiating table and where
Ridley Grove PS funding allocations for specific matters could be placed in the
Kilburn Primary School context of the totality of claims and their cost.

4. Fraser Park PS 54 1.0 All parties agreed that most funding allocations were only for the
Murray Bridge JPS life of the Agreement.

Murray Bridge South PS The question as to whether funding for a specific item is to

5. Coober Pedy AS 46 1.0 continue into the next Enterprise Agreement or Agreements cannot

6. Alberton Primary School 44 1.0 be answered without knowing in full detail what the claims of the
Pennington JPS unions are. The unions agreed not to make these claims before 1 July
Port Adelaide PS 1998.

7. Salisbury North PS 42 0.5 When the totality of the claims from all employees and unions
Paralowie School is known, the department will be able to negotiate on which items
Karrendi Primary School should attract continued funding and to what degree.

8. Berri Primary School 31 0.5
Renmark JPS 128. Ms WHITE: Has the Government met all commitments

9. Elizabeth Downs JPS 29 0.4 to the implementation of the country incentives (referred to in the
Elizabeth South JPS 1996 Department for Education and Children’s Services Enterprise

AEW Allocations to Secondary Schools Bargaining Agreement), and, if not, which commitments have not
Schools Students Allocations been met and why not?

1. Port Augusta Secondary School 104.5 1.0 The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Government has met those

2. Port Lincoln HS 78 1.0 commitments to country incentives which have been agreed to

3. Murray Bridge HS 52 1.0 through the allocation of funds and the establishment of appropriate

Meningie AS implementation processes.
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A total review has not yet been undertaken as there remainisito account a complexity factor and additional services criteria to
disagreement between the parties with regard to country incentiveseate a three level structure.
for principals and deputy principals. Negotiation is continuing to  The complexity factor takes into account preschool enrolments,
resolve this matter. the average attendance of children, the numbers of Aboriginal and

non-English speaking children enrolled at the centre, occasional care

129. Ms WHITE: What are the details of the expenditure of and long day care programs and School Card holders.
the additional $2 million allocated for country incentives in 1998,  In addition to this classification, leadership and administrative
as agreed in the 1996 Department for Education and Children'sme was increased for preschool directors working 0.35 FTE to 0.4
Services Enterprise Bargaining Agreement, and will this funding=TE, and preschool directors currently working in rural part time
continue to be available in 1999? centres with a rural care worker program and/or two or more sessions

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Clause 9.2.13 of the Department for of occasional care increased their time fraction to 0.5 FTE. Preschool
Education and Children's Services Enterprise Agreement 199@irectors currently working in integrated services centres, where the
specifies the continued implementation for the life of the Agreemendirector is part of the teacher:child staffing ratio, increased their time
(i.e., until 1 December 1998) and commits the parties to a totalraction to 1.0 FTE.
review of these incentives. $0.5 million has been allocated for the 1998 calendar year to

As a result of negotiations, agreement has been reached on tiraplement these changes.
provision of payment of removal costs for contract teachers Changes to the classification structure have been approved by the
appointed to country schools. $0.6 million has been allocated for thitndustrial Relations Commission of South Australia.
incentive.

Support for graduates appointed to country schools has also been HEALTH COMMISSION
agreed upon. This involves the additional allocation of 0.1 FTE per
graduate to the relevant school, in order to support the graduate 134. Ms STEVENS: What was the total of cash at bank and
appointment. $0.5 million has been allocated for this. on hand held by the South Australian Health Commission as at

The total cost allocated, therefore, is $1.1 million to date. 30 April 199872

Negotiations are continuing with regard to country incentives for ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The South Australian Health
principals and deputy principals, and in relation to an agreed totaCommission had $81 437 308.13 in its bank accounts which includes
review of country incentives. $66 178 520.45 of cash on hand, as at 30 April 1998. The difference

between the two amounts arises due to unprocessed electronic funds

130. Ms WHITE: What are the details of the changes that havetransfers, unpresented cheques and amounts representing working
occurred under section 9.2.14 of the 1996 Department for Educatioaccounts for petty cash and other accountable advances.
and Children’s Services Enterprise Bargaining Agreement to review
the total leadership structure and what are the costs of those changes AIRPORT CURFEW BILL
in 1998?

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: A reclassification of all principals 139. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Has the Minister been given a
and deputy principals has been implemented. The new classificatiaopy or draft of the Airport Curfew Bill prepared by Ms Chris Gallus
structure is based on positions rather than persons and is determingke Federal member for Hindmarsh) and, if so, when did the
by the size and complexity of the school. $1.7 million per annum had/inister first see the Bill?
been allocated for this. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Minister for Transport and

A new three level (PSD1, PSD2, PSD3) classification structuréJrban Planning, Hon Diana Laidlaw MLC, has advised that Ms
for preschool leadership positions was introduced on, and fronChris Gallus forwarded a copy of her draft Adelaide Airport Curfew
1 July 1997. This new classification structure for all centres take8ill in March 1997.



