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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 18 August 1998

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS

His Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated his

assent to the following Bills:
Appropriation,
Statutes Amendment (Young Offenders).

VALUATION OF LAND (MISCELLANEOUS)
AMENDMENT BILL

The following recommendations of the conference were

reported to the House:

As to Amendment No. 1:
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its

amendment but makes the following alternative, additional

and consequential amendment in lieu thereof:

Clause 3, page 1, after line 23—Insert paragraph as fol-

lows:
(c) by striking out from subsection (4) ‘Institute of
Valuers Incorporated’ and substituting ‘Property Institute

Incorporated or a body prescribed by regulation and has
practised as a land valuer (whether in the service of the
Government or privately) for a period (whether continuous

or in aggregate) of at least five years’.

New clause, page 1, before line 24—Insert new clause as

follows:
Insertion of s.6A
3A. The following section is inserted after section 6
of the principal Act:
Independence of Valuer-General
6A. The Valuer-General will, in valuing any land or

performing any statutory function as Valuer-General, exercise
an independent judgment and not be subject to direction from

any person.
Consequential Amendment:
Schedule, page 6, line 17—Leave out the item:
Section 6(4) Insert ‘and Land Economists’ after
‘Australian Institute of Valuers'.

Schedule, page 9, line 4—Leave out ‘Insert "and Land

Economists” after "Australian Institute of Valuers™ and insert
‘Strike out "Institute of Valuers (S.A. Division)" and
substitute "Property Institute™

and that the House of Assembly agree thereto.

As to Amendment No. 2:
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its

amendment but makes the following amendments in lieu

thereof:
Clause 5, page 2, line 4—Leave out ‘not exceeding’
and insert ‘of".
Clause 5, page 2, line 6—Leave out ‘not exceeding’
and insert ‘of’
and that the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendment No. 3:
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its
amendment.
As to Amendment No. 4:
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its
amendment.

POLICE BILL

The following recommendations of the conference were

reported to the House:
As to Amendment No. 2:

The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreement.

As to Amendment No. 3:

The Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving out
‘paragraphs (c) and (d)’ and inserting ‘paragraph (d)’
and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendment No. 4:
The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreement.
As to Amendment No 5:
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment.
As to Amendment No. 6:
The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreement.
As to Amendment No. 7:
The Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving out
proposed new subclause (5)
and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendments Nos 8 to 11:
The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreement.
As to Amendment No. 12:
The Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving out
proposed new subclause (3) and inserting:

(3) The term of an appointment under this section may not
be extended so that it exceeds five years and a person may
not be reappointed under this section so that the terms in
aggregate exceed five years.

and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendment No. 13:
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment
but make the following alternative amendment:
Page 11, lines 21 and 22 (clause 27)—Leave out subclause (1)
and insert:

(1) Subject to this section, a person’s appointment to a
position in SA Police will be on probation for a period
determined by the Commissioner not exceeding—

(a) in the case of a person who, immediately before
appointment, was not a member of SA Police—two
years; or

(b) in any other case—one year.

and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendment No. 14:
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment
but make the following alternative amendment:
Page 11, lines 34 and 35 (clause 27)—Leave out ‘two years’ and
insert:

the maximum period allowed in relation to the person

under subsection (1)
and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendment No. 15:
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment.
As to Amendments Nos 16 and 17:
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendments
but make the following alternative amendment:
Page 12, lines 17 to 22 (clause 29)—Leave out ‘must not resign
or relinquish official duties unless the member—'and all words
in lines 18 to 22 and insert:
may resign by not less than 14 days notice in writing to the
Commissioner (unless notice of a shorter period is accepted by
the Commissioner).
(2) A member of SA Police (other than the Commissioner,
the Deputy Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner)
must not relinquish official duties unless the member—

(a) is expressly authorised in writing by the Commis-
sioner to do so; or

(b) is incapacitated by physical or mental disability or
illness from performing official duties.

Maximum penalty: $1 250 or three months imprisonment.
and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
As to Amendments Nos 18 and 19:

The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendments

but make the following alternative amendment:
Page 14, lines 11 to 16 (clause 35)—Leave out ‘must not resign
or relinquish official duties unless the police cadet—' and all
words in lines 12 to 16 and insert:

may resign by not less than 14 days notice in writing to the
Commissioner (unless notice of a shorter period is accepted by
the Commissioner).

(2) A police cadet must not relinquish official duties unless

the police cadet—

(a) is expressly authorised in writing by the Commissioner

to do so; or
(b) is incapacitated by physical or mental disability or illness
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from performing official duties. to provide adequate funding for appropriate support services
Maximum penalty: $1 250 or three months imprisonment. andvas presented by the Hon. M.H. Armitage.
the House of Assembly agree thereto. Petition received.

As to Amendment No. 20:

The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment

but make the following alternative amendment: CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) ACT
Page 18, line 5 (clause 42)—After ‘seniority’ insert:

or, without the member’s consent, relocation to a place A petition signed by 54 residents of South Australia
beyond reasonable commuting distance from the membergequesting that the House urge the Government to amend the
current place of employment Criminal Law (Sentencing) Act to take into account the safety

and the House of Assembly agree thereto. . . . L
As to Amendment No. 21 of the community when sentencing convicted criminals and

The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendmentréleasing persons under sentence of indeterminate duration
but make the following alternative amendment: was presented by Mr Meier.
Page 18 (clause 43)—After line 24 insert the following: Petition received.
(3a) The member to whom an application for review under
this section must be made—
(a) must be the occupant of a position specified in the regula- QUESTIONS
tions or determined according to factors specified in the
regulations; i o The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the
(b) must not be selected according to the discretion of thgollowing questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in the

Commissioner or any other person; o . .
(c) must not have been involved in the informal inquiry or schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in

investigations leading up to the informal inquiry. Hansard Nos 166 and 198; and | direct that the following

and the House of Assembly agree thereto. answers to questions without notice be distributed and printed
As to Amendment No. 22: in Hansard

The Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving out

‘permanent’ and inserting ‘for an indefinite period’ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
and the House of Assembly agree thereto.
Asto Amendments Nos 23t025: In reply toMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) 7 July.

The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreement.  The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | am advised by the police that there is
As to Amendments Nos 28 and 29: L not, nor has there been, a Domestic Violence Unit, attached to the

The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreemento|den Hill CIB.
As to Amendments Nos 30 and 31. In 1991, three Domestic Violence Units were established at

The House of Assembly no longer insist on its disagreemenjqelaide Sturt and Elizabeth.

grr%demj%lé%g[!slatlve Council make the following additional = ¢ Fjizaneth Domestic Violence Unit, attached to the Elizabeth
P 23 (cl -\ 53)_Before line 22 i t the followina: CIB, has the responsibility for the needs of both the Elizabeth CIB
agg I (clause - )—Before line i Inser ; € foflowing: ¢ gand Holden Hill CIB with respect to domestic violence issues
(2) In proceedings on an application for a review of ajnciyding breaches of restraint orders pursuant to the Domestic
selection decision under this Division— Violence Act.
@ nga’??fl;gaet?gr?sn;?yn?grigt,;vg? :rr] ?";IUbrlri‘Clzl?'lltoPCi’ rph%de oassit'i[grﬁhe There are four Family Violence Investigators at Holden Hill CIB
q ppiic P . responsible for investigating all serious instances of domestic related
other than by a party to the proceedings or representativ iolence, including child abuse matters
(b) gfoad%%ﬁ)r/ntgnttg?yp:ﬁgéfgr %s;yagg produced as evidencg A Victim Contact Officer is also attached to the Holden Hill CIB
of the qualifications or merits of an applicant for the gﬂaﬁ éfe\s;iﬂ’:ct’i?r?;bé? Cfmngontactmg, supporting and advocating on
position other than material that was made available to th«p The respective roles .of these positions will be examined by

anel of persons who made the selection decision. - ! .
and thg House Fc),f Assembly agree thereto. Focus 21 as part of the Local Service Area model, with a view to

As to Amendment No. 32: increasing SAPOL’s service levels to Domestic Violence victims.
The Legislative Council amend its amendment by inserting
after proposed new section 54 the following: LEAR CORPORATION

(2) The Tribunal must hear and determine an application
for a review of a selection decision under this Division within N reply toMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) 23 July.

the period prescribed by regulation. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Department of Industry and Trade
and the House of Assembly agree thereto. has provided the following information:
As to Amendment No. 33: Officers of the Department of Industry and Trade have had
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendment.discussions with local management of Lear Corporation seeking
As to Amendment No. 34: information on the recent announcements concerning closure of part
The Legislative Council no longer insist on its amendmentof its South Australian operations.
but make the following alternative amendment: The decision to close the cut and sew operations was made by the
Page 25—After line 2, insert new clause as follows: United States parent company. This decision was based on losses
Appointment and promotion procedures incurred by the cut and sew operations and the current advantages

60A. Members of SA Police, police cadets and police of establishing this type of operation in Asia. _
medical officers must be appointed and promoted in accordance Company management has advised that there will be a loss of

with the procedures prescribed by the regulations. contract and casual labour in the first instance and every effort will
and the House of Assembly agree thereto. be made to retrain permanent labour to fill the jobs currently held by
As to Amendment No. 35: either contract or casual labour.
The Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving out The final assembly operations will be maintained in South
‘two’ and inserting ‘three’. Australia and a significant number of jobs will be required for this
and the House of Assembly agree thereto. part of their operations. Through Industry and Trade we will
continue to liaise with the company.
VICTORIA SQUARE Lear Corporation did not receive financial assistance to establish

its operations in South Australia. At the time there were negotiations
i ; ; . between the State Government and Lear Corporation to assist with
A pe'tltlon signed by 680 residents of South AUStraIIa“[he establishment of the company but no assistance was provided at
requesting that the House urge the Government to declatgat point. Therefore there are no guarantees required as no funds
Victoria Square and its immediate precincts a dry zone andere provided to Lear.
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The company has received an enterprise improvement subsidind hence there is no change to the length of the breakwaters
of $5 500 to assist it to gain Quality Assurance Accreditation. Thisrequired for this facility. There is also no intention of unnecessarily
subsidy was paid in arrears of Lear completing the Quality Assurdeepening the harbour. Independent certification of the design has

ance program, which was in March of this year. been undertaken by Maunsell Pty Ltd, a company acceptable to the
Institution of Engineers and the Coast Protection Board.

SA WATER Assessment by an independent environmental consultant,

Woodward-Clyde, has been obtained to meet the Parliament's

In reply toHon. M.D. RANN (Ramsay) 9 July. resolution and to ensure the correct environmental and construction

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This Government as a decisions for the facility have been made.

matter of policy has ensured that the government businesg, Woodward-Clyde has reported its findings to a community based
enterprises are operated in a sound commercial manner. Lnstruction forum established by Government to monitor the project

Accordingly, the Liberal Government corporatised SA Water to giveand a full copy of the report s available for public scrutiny. A copy

; : ; the Report has previously been tabled for the House’s information.
ita commercial charter and appointed a Board whose members hz%l h ) :
strong commercial credentials, The Government has acted to meet the Parliament’s resolution

The Board of SA Water introduced performance incentives forthat the sand management plan for the facility is available for public

senior executives such that their total potential remuneration includqsé:rminy' The Government previously has made, and will continue

an at risk component and for which payment is dependent oy, mgﬁ;ﬁ}fry document prepared on sand management available

performance. . _ " Additionally, sand management and monitoring reports have
Since SA Water was corporatised on 1 July 1995, the Corporatiogaen presented to the community construction forum meetings and

has contributed a total of $328 million to the Government by way ofy\ysetters have been widely distributed to the public explaining the
dividends and State Tax Equivalent payments. sand management strategy.

The future management of sand along the beaches in the

HOUSING TRUST TENANTS Glenelg/West Beach area is assured in legislation by way of
amendments made to the Local Government Act. This legislation
In reply toMs THOMPSON (Reynell) 7 July. will ensure the beaches are maintained and protected as a responsi-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In October 1997 the Housing Trust pjity of the Crown. The Crown Solicitor has advised that this

made a change to its Private Rental Assistance Program as a measjdi§isiation achieves everything that was sought through the
aimed at ensuring the funds available under its Bond Scheme afgyriament's resolution to indemnify the Charles Sturt Council
directed to those who genuinely need assistance. against any damage caused to the beach by the boat launching
The change now means that people who choose to leave Trugfjjity.
housing will not be eligible for a bond guarantee or rentin advance | can advise that the offer of the Opposition to support the
for the four weeks immediately following the date they vacate, unlesgompulsory acquisition, if necessary, of Glenelg Sailing Club has
they are able to demonstrate very strong grounds for leaving S‘?C“rgeen noted and appreciated. However, a compulsory acquisition has
affordable housing. Such grounds would include substantiateflot heen required as satisfactory arrangements for the relocation of
domestic violence, severe health or social circumstances or similghe Club to West Beach have been negotiated successfully by the
issues. This change is entirely consistent with the general directioBeyelopment Consortium.
of the housing reforms | announced earlier this year, that areé -~ The Government s providing boating facilities at Barcoo Road
intended to improve the targeting of limited resources to those in thgy; the South Australian community. We are constructing those
greatestneed. N facilities in such a way and incorporating such measures that the
The purpose forimplementing this change was the Trust becamgnyironment will be protected. Natural assets such as the West Beach
concerned at the number of people who, while under no pressukgyimming beaches will not be adversely affected. We have met the
from the Trust to leave their homes, were vacating to move to mor@ayjiament’s requirements and the communities expectations for
expensive private rental accommodation, often receiving financighte|ligent, considered development with rigorous environmental
assistance of up to $1000 each from the Trust for the move. Whil crutiny and we are providing an asset which will provide better
people can choose to vacate, perhaps because they do not like figating and recreational facilities for all South Australians.
house or the neighbourhood, the Trust considered it inappropriate
that it should continue to provide financial assistance in such cases. WATARRU HOMELANDS SCHOOL
People vacating in these circumstances need to take some responsi-
bility to fund their own establishment costs unless there are priority | reply toMs BREUER (Giles) 28 May.
grounds to provide them with financial assistance. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Officers from the Department of
In her question the member for Reynell mentioned she knew of ducation, Training and Employment (DETE) visited Anangu and
two constituents who had left their Trust homes and been deniedar North sites in November 1997. Watarru Homelands School was
bond assistance ‘despite their low income and difficult personalisited on 10 November 1997.
circumstances’. | repeat my offer to investigate those two cases, as | am advised that the two immediate issues identified were
outlined in my initial response to the question, but to date theslectrical problems and asbestos content.

honourable member has not given me the details of the two Asaresult, and in consultation with the Coordinating Principal,

constituents concerned. an electrician visited the site on 27 November 1997 to rectify
electrical problems including removing existing switchboards and
WEST BEACH BOAT HARBOR installing earth leakage breakers.
The Asbestos Management Unit report indicated remedial work
In reply toMs KEY (Hanson) 17 March. in the range of $20 000 to replace the asbestos in the building. The

_ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Government has taken seriously report recommended that this asbestos should be removed as soon
its commitment to the Joint Resolution of both Houses of Parliamenis practicable. However, in consultation with the Coordinating
of 11 December 1997, which guaranteed support for the West Beadyincipal, it was agreed that the work would not be undertaken until
boat launching facility. | can advise the House that the Governmenin investigation of a possible replacement building being supplied
has met its commitments and provide the following information towas completed by DETE.
the Parliament. ) _ B | am further advised that a replacement building for the Watarru
Review and redesign of the boat launching facility has occurredite has been approved as part of the 1998-99 Programmed Mainte-
to ensure optimum sand management outcomes whilst providing theance Minor Work Program. Consultation is currently being
best functional and structural solution for the facility. undertaken for the construction and design of the building. The
The breakwaters have been redesigned by the engineers, Conrtgliilding is expected to be on site and operational by 16 September
Wagner Pty Ltd to meet a revised criteria for overtopping for a one1998.
in 10 year storm event whilst retaining structural stability for a one
in 100 year storm. This has provided a reduction in height of the PAPERS TABLED
breakwater by about Im. Development approval for the reduced
breakwater height has been obtained, and has previously been : ; .
do e T e othes hota, P y The following papers were laid on the table:
The consultant designers have advised that the breakwater length By the Deputy Premier, for the Minister for Industry,
is a minimum length needed to produce sand management outcomégade and Tourism (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—



1754 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 18 August 1998

District Councils—By-Laws— The law remains, as it has been for decades, ineffectual
Mid Murray— _ and unworkable. On 2 March 1994 the then Minister for
“8- i%:Engngﬁ EggdPenaltles Police, the Hon. Wayne Matthew MP, tabled in this House
No. 13—Moveable Signs ‘A Police Assessment of; 1) Contemporary Prostitution in SA
No. 14—Flammable Undergrowth and 2) Current Prostitution Laws’. This report was prepared
No. 15—Caravans by Detective Senior Constable Adrian Ransom from the
No. 16—Straying Stock Strategic Development Branch of the South Australian Police
Port Pirie City & Districts— Department. In October 1996 the ninth report of the Parlia-

No. 1—Permits and Penalties
No. 2—Moveable Signs
No. 3—Council Land

ment’s Social Development Committee titled ‘Inquiry into
Prostitution Final Report’ was tabled. | now table the further

No. 4—Flammable Undergrowth report into prostitution in South Australia recently prepared
No. 5—Dogs by the Strategic Development Branch of SAPOL.
No. 6—Bees All reports, whether from a policing or social development

No. 7—Animals and Birds
No. 8—Taxis

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean

viewpoint, are consistent in their conclusion that the current
laws governing prostitution in South Australia are simply not
working and are in need of reform. Since first being elected

Brown)— in December 1993, this Government and indeed the Parlia-
Passenger Transport Act, Review of—June 1998 ment has twice and separately been advised by consecutive
Regulations under the following Acts— Police Commissioners, Commissioner Hunt and Com-

Motor Vehicles— . .
Accident Towing Roster missioner Hyde, that the Igw is inadequate. Regardless of the
Trade Plates various views about prostitution reform, | believe that, faced
Road Traffic— with recent reports through two Commissioners about the
Clearways—Henley Beach Road state of the law, the Government has no option but to
Prohibition on Fishing from Bridge endeavour to assist in bringing the matter to a final but
By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H. perhaps controversial conclusion. As part of that endeavour

Armitage)— and on behalf of the Government | announce today the

Evidence Act—Report relating to Suppression Orders, establishment of a ministerial Working party on prOStitUtion.
1997-98 The working party consists of the Minister for Human

Liquor Licensing Act—Regulations—Dry Areas—Long ; . ‘o
Term—Various Services, Hon. Dean Brown MP; the Minister for the Status

Rules of Court—District Court—District Court Act— of Women, Hon. Di Laidlaw MLC; the Minister for Local
Obtaining Evidence Interstate Government, Hon. Mark Brindal MP; and the Attorney-
Supreme Court, Judges of—Report, 1997 General, Hon. Trevor Griffin MLC; and as Minister for
By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Police I will Chair the working party. The task of the working
Training (Hon. M.R. Buckby)— party will be to consider the options for dealing with the
Regulations under the following Acts— issues; have draft Bills prepared reflecting those options
Education—Non Government Schools Registration which may include making the criminal law more workable
Financial Institutions Duty—Principal. on the one hand or, on the other hand, removing some
criminal sanctions and regulating the industry; and offer
POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY strategies for dealing with issues in a way which retains the
ultimate right of members to deal with issues as a matter of
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- conscience.

ment Enterprises): | table a ministerial statement made by

the Attorney-General in another place. The working party will seek to distil the policy basis for

action with a view to preparing draft legislation to achieve
either a more workable legislative framework or a regulatory
PROSTITUTION model so that Parliament will have a choice. It is expected
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Police, Correc- that the Bills will be debated in Government time but,
tional Services and Emergency Services):seek leave to IMportantly for Government members, including Ministers
make a ministerial statement. and other members of Parliament, this issue will ultimately
Leave granted remain a conscience issue. Given the complex and sensitive
The Hon. I.E EVANS' Prostitution is a topic that has nature of this issue, | am particularly keen to meet with other
received much attention over many decades. It is an issUMPs to hear their views. The Parliament's social development

which all countries and communities have debated and tBeport into prostitutipn raises many importan'.[ socialjus.tice
which varying approaches have been taken. There is littl sues that the working party will need to consider, including,

doubt, however, that it is a topic that elicits deep emotiona ut not limited to, reviewing the law in relation to child
responses in members of Parliament and the communi ostitution, drugs and prostitution, health standards, migrant

alike. In our own State over the past 20 years many membe ostitution, advertising, penalties, location and planning,
of Parliament have attempted by way of private members®Wnership, and exploitation of women and children.
Bills to reform what some would say is an outdated and Fromapolicing perspective the latest report requests that,
ineffectual legislation governing prostitution. The Honsregardless of whether or not prostitution is regulated, the
Robin Millhouse MP, Carolyn Pickles MLC, lan Gilfil- following be considered:

lan MLC, Mark Brindal MP and Stewart Leggett MP, have 1. strengthening police powers to gain entry to brothels
all attempted and failed to bring about reform to théxed  (including the power to break and enter);

area. Currently, the Hon. Terry Cameron MLC has introduced 2. removing the emphasis on cash payments for prostitu-

a proposal in another place. tion services;
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3. clearly defining what constitutes an act of prostitution;school costs which will incur a GST include lunches sold in
4. redefining the evidentiary provisions to ease prosecuhe tuck shop, school bus fares, school uniforms, books and
tion of offences; stationery, Internet access charges, and sports and musical
5. the prescription of minimum penalties for offences; andequipment.
6. removing the emphasis for acts of prostitution to take  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Taylor has
place in brothels. indicated, the GST proposed by the Federal Government will
This police report provides two models for broad legis-not apply to tuition fees—that is, fees paid to preschools,
lative reform: the criminal sanction model and the regulatiorPrimary schools and secondary schools (private or public)—
model. It outlines broad police requirements under bottand neither will it apply to books purchased by a school and
models. The report does not recommend a preferred modeistributed to students. With respect to the materials and
of prostitution law for South Australia but quite rightly leaves Services school fee that currently exists, my department is
that decision to the Parliament. investigating with the Federal Government exactly how that
After 20 years and six attempts at prostitution law reformfee will be broken down and whether or not the GST will
the law remains unsatisfactory. It is my view that if the lawapply.
is to be successfully reformed one way or another it will
require ministerial leadership. This is the first time in 20 BEVERLEY MINE
years that a Government has led law reform in this area. We The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Deputy

must not retreat from our duty to lead the debate on thi]cs . £ th o hich h
difficult issue. Each of us will bring to the debate our own~"€MI€r answer some of the recent criticisms which have
peen levelled at the trial in situ leaching mining process

views, ideals and deeply held convictions. Whatever Ou\fvhich is under way at the Beverley mine in my electorate?
beliefs and however different those beliefs might be abou h ’
g The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The honourable member is well

this issue, we must find common ground and seek a workable ’ ' A L .
solution. aware of what is going on at that mine. This is a major

opportunity to create jobs and regional development in what
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE IS a quite remote area.

Recently, a number of myths have been spread about what

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | bring up the seventy-sixth is going on up there. They are, basically, coming from people
report of the committee on the botanic wine and rosevho have a deep-seated opposition to uranium mining and,
development and move: having lost that debate, they tend to be trying to raise some
That the report be received. of the side issues and to make them into major issues. In

particular, a spokesman for the Australian Conservation
Foundation has made many misleading public statements and

we need to address a few of the issues he has put forward.

Motion carried.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:

That the report be printed. Today, another company, Palladin Resources, was
Motion carried. claiming that the north of the State and, in particular, the
Lake Frome area has vast potential for development—

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE development which we cannot ignore. At the moment, a few

) ) anti-uranium people are trying to cause a misconception
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): I bring up the eighteenth report amongst the public by raising side issues to cause alarm

of the committee and move: within the general community.
That the report be received and read. Myth No. 1 is that the leak of radioactive liquid from a
Motion carried. splitin the pipe is a danger to the environment and to humans
Mr CONDOUS: | bring up the nineteenth report of the @nd the Government and the company have unsuccessfully
committee and move: attempted to cover it up. To put the spill into context, the

That the report be received. term!nology qsed by'oppone'nts.of miping is that it is
) - uranium-bearing solution—which is true in a technical fact.
Motion carried. _ . But what actually had leaked was the water which was being
Mr CONDOUS: In accordance with the preceding report, sumped out of the ground and which has about 340-odd parts
| advise the House that | no longer wish to proceed withyer million of uranium. Itis the water out of the aquifer with
Notices of Motion: Private Members Bills/Commit- 5 mjld acidic solution added to it, so there is very little

tees/Regulations Nos 5 and 9 to 16 standing in my name. yranjum in it. It is the water from the aquifer which was

actually spilt.
QUESTION TIME Despite the incident being well short of anything that
needed to be reported, Heathgate advised both the Depart-
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX ment of Primary Industries and Resources and the South

Australian Health Commission of the incident, which

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Will the Minister for Education, occurred on 13 March. Radiation readings from the site of the
Children’s Services and Training confirm that the $18 millionspill were negligible, as to be of no environmental or health
paid by parents for school fees, services and materials will beonsequence. Radiation experts say that, even if workers had
subject to the Howard GST, and how much will a 10 per centemained on the site of the spill for the full year, they would
GST add to the cost of educating a child in South Australia’seceive less than 10 per cent of what is considered to be the
public schools? The charges levied by Government schoollowable dose. Heathgate immediately modified the design
for services and materials and other costs such as excursio$the water distribution pipeline to ensure that similar events
books and computer equipment fall outside the Howard tado not occur again. This incident actually demonstrates the
plan which lists only tuition fees as being tax free. Othervalue of carrying out field leach trials prior to design of the
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operational plant to test that the procedures are appropriaté/ater would cost about the same as the predicted annual
In a normal operating situation, this incident would not besavings from the contract over 15 years. Section 8.5 of the
something that would necessarily be advised to Governmemiater contract, which was leaked to the Opposition, provides
and is certainly not something that would warrant any sort ofor United Water to be reimbursed for any additional cost
public notification. resulting from the introduction or amendment of any law.

In relation to the incident, the company well and truly  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is pretty standard

Heathgate, which is a good corporate citizen. There wagampaign in relation to the goods and services tax. Of course,
absolutely no attempt to hide the incident. In fact, Heathgat@ hat they will not do—

representatives spoke openly about the leak at the public bers interiecting:
meeting which was held. There is no expectation under the Members interjecting:
Radiation Protection and Control Act or in international  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Spence
standards that this level of incident should be expresslgays they are good at that; yes. They are not very good at
notified to the public. getting out decent policies on anything, but they are pretty
Myth No. 2 is that the mining of uranium by pumping acid good at muddying the water. What they will not tell people
solutions into the Beverley ore body will penetrate ands that a large number of taxes will be abolished, that the
contaminate the Great Artesian Basin aquifer. That ignoreresent tax system consists of far too many different and,
reality. Those who know the Great Artesian Basin will knowindeed, overlapping taxes, that it is very complex, and that it
that it is under pressure. The aquifer, which we will call themakes compliance very difficult. Frankly, for a lot of people
Beverley aquifer, is well and truly confined by a large it makes it expensive. What they also will not be telling the
distance of clay rock between the two, so there is virtually ndeople of South Australia—
chance of a crack occurring between the two aquifers. If there  An honourable member interjecting:
was, the Beverley aquifer would not enter the Great Artesian The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
Basin because of the pressure coming from the othe(gome to order
direction. The Beverley aquifer is hypersaline and radioac- ' ) . .
tive, anyway. T.he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: ~—in anythlng Whlph .they
Myth No. 3 is that there are no approved agidsitu Sy in South Australia is thgit t_hls new tax regime is likely to
leaching mines for uranium in the US and, hence, it must not€€ an added $50 per family in their hands.
be safe; there is no precedent for ISL in Australia and, hence, Mr FOLEY: |rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | may
it is untried technology. That ignores reality as whllsitu ~ be wrong on this matter, but is the Minister quoting from a
leach of uranium is a common and well-established practic&overnment docket? If so, will that docket be tabled? You
for the extraction of uranium in the US. At this stage, acid forhave a docket there, Minister. | have asked the question, that
leachin situuranium mines is not used in the US not becausés all.
the process has been banned but, rather, because alkalinerne SPEAKER: Is the Minister quoting from a Govern-
![ﬁach prqfcessez a}[Le more approprlgte forthe ?ﬁOCAheT'SFyr%nt docket?
e aquifer and the ore zones. However, the Australian ] . .
company, BHP, is currently evaluating the use of acid for IS, _1 "€ Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, Sir, | am quoting
for copper in Florence in the United States, and that is in aff®™ & photocopied sheet of paper that has my writing all
aquifer which is potable water. Acid leaching is a commonly®V€" It.
used practice for the extraction of other metals fromiore Members interjecting:
situ, and there are cases in Australia, such as the extraction The SPEAKER: Order!

of copper at Gunpowder mine, north of Mount Isa. . .
Myth No. 4 is that mining is taking place at Beverley The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: VYhat my writing Says—
\;md it is written in a big box—is ‘$50 per family. That is

without proper environmental assessment and the public havﬁhat the people of South Australia will benefit by from this

{lll(zzto?rae?:tthﬁhgaiea?(;tlljgelltzht?riglosmar?eegtéir%nggn%%iltg’dtnﬁtj:as ew tax regime. For the member for Hart's benefit, | have
; . o L Iso written on this photocopied document that, in my view,
approved environmental conditions to test the viability of a -
- e ; o . t is always better to allow people to decide themselves how
'?P?em egg;zg:nrglr?tlr:)gf ?hpee Ir?r;[ Ioanc?g(fjttf?epr?g!(ejﬁtlr(])fr? rtrf?: ti:‘?]r:/ifr%rr%bey will spend the money they have earned. That is exactly
ment. Itis standard ractic?e foraminiFr)l ! roposal to test th hat this taxation system will do. What they also will not tell
; P g prop outh Australians is that family assistance, under this new tax

feasibility of mining the resource. We know the EIS is . . o
. ) - " . ystem, will be increased by over $2 billion per year. | bet
essential for determining the conditions required forthefulltshey will not say that. | bet they also will not say that

scale operation of the project, and the public have beep. 7. . . .
invited to comment on the EIS. significant income tax cuts will occur from 1 July 2000 that

will benefit Australians by about $13 billion every year. |

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX wait for them to say that.
In relation to the South Australian water outsourcing
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My  contract, | am informed that payments to United Water will
question is directed to the Minister for Government Enterprishe GST free or refundable. | am also informed that direct
es. Would the Howard 10 per cent GST apply to the contractavings from abolition of the wholesale sales tax are small,
with United Water to operate our water and sewerage systenmsit savings to United Water from the embedded indirect tax
and, if so, would the new tax cut out the savings forecast bgffect—in other words, the indirect taxes which suppliers of
the Premier to be made under the contract after 2001? Aaterials to United Water pay—are likely to flow through to
10 per cent GST on the $1.5 billion contract with United SA Water subject to negotiation.
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SOUTH-EAST REVEGETATION PROGRAM department, the officers of DEHAA and the staff of Forestry
SA. That has been a very productive partnership, and the
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop):  Will the Deputy Premier result is the excellent plan launched on Sunday which will
explain the implications to and the benefits for land holdergertainly help that area initially, and the same strategy will be
in the South-East of the State from the revegetation prograrspread across the State so that other communities will also
which he launched at Keith last Sunday? In the course of mpenefit.
previous position as a member of the South-East Water
Conservation and Drainage Board, | had considerable input HOUSING TRUST RENTS
into the drainage aspect of the amelioration program to
address the ravages of dry land salinity impacting on large  Mr CONLON (Elder): Can the Minister for Human
areas of my electorate. It has long been my understanding th@ervices guarantee that Housing Trust rents, especially for

the drainage scheme was, indeed— people on low and fixed incomes—
Members interjecting: An honourable member: Boring!
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is  Mr CONLON: —you'd be the expert, wouldn’t you—
starting to comment. will not increase as a result of the GST, which will increase
Members interjecting: the costs of providing housing through input taxing?

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member stillhas  \y Brokenshire interjecting:
the call but | caution him against commenting. He can explain e SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will
his question. come to order.

Mr WILLIAMS: It has long been my understandin_g that The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As | understand the honour-
the dralnﬁ?e;]qhem%\l/vas to be only a part of the multlfaceteéinle membér’s guestion, he ié asking whether, when pension-
approach to this problem. ers, part-pensioners and other people get a boost to their
Killggebgt?]nfbqufﬁe' EEeZIt’i\:)‘nl_thank the member for Mac- family payments or their pensions as a result of the compen-

sation for GST, the State Government will ask for 25 per cent

Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to ordert ©' that as part of the rent.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: —and for the assistance in __Mr Conlon: No. Do you want me to ask the question
answering it. Indeed, on Sunday | joined the member foP9aIN?
MacKillop and quite a band of very dedicated people at Keith 1he SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has
in the Upper South-East to launch what is regarded as a fir§Sked his question: the Minister is now answering it.
in Australia for land management, particularly for the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Thatis what | understood the
integration of the various programs within land managemengjuestion to be. It is an issue that | have already raised with
the basic four components of which are: revegetationihe Federal Minister, who has not formally responded, and
drainage, wetlands and pasture. so | cannot give a detailed answer. My view is that, if people
As many people would know, the Upper South-East had'e receiving an increase in pension to make allowance for
faced some particularly tough natural resource and economfeST. it would be quite wrong to take 25 per cent of that as
issues. The problem of dry land salinity, which has accompaent. My answer is that that position should not apply. The
nied the clearing of that land over the years, has posed to tiféear facts will be, when the Federal Government puts out a
people of that area an enormous challenge. As the honouralesition on this matter, that it will not apply and that,
member mentioned, he was previously a member of ththerefore, 25 per cent of any additional GST compensation
drainage board. The drainage board and other groups in the@yments should not be taken as rent.
area have worked together very well in bringing together Members interjecting:
what is very much a first for Australia and sets a new The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart and the

standard for integrated land management. member for Elder will come to order.
We have long recognised these issues, and lan McLachlan,
my predecessor (Dale Baker) and the current member are VICTORIA SQUARE

aware of the enormous amount of time and effort contributed
by community members to ensure that these issues are ad- The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Can the Minister for
dressed. That has been tough but there is no doubt that théoriginal Affairs say what action is being taken to deal with
only way ahead is to use an integrated approach, and that haghavioural issues arising from alcohol consumption in
come about through a philosophy of shared responsibilityVictoria Square?
The community, the three levels of government and industry The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member
have combined to put in place a groundbreaking modelfor his question on what is a very serious matter. The
which comprises a works program which outlines what need&overnment recognises the problems of alcohol abuse and its
to be done with revegetation, with drains (through theantisocial effects. To address these issues the Government has
drainage board), with salt land agronomy and with theaken a number of steps in consultation with the City of
management of the very important wetlands in the UppeAdelaide and the relevant sectors of our community. | have
South-East. met with the Lord Mayor on two occasions in recent times to
The State and Commonwealth Governments are able fgromote a cooperative approach in finding solutions to which
make the investment in the revegetation component in theam sure we all recognise are very complex issues. From that
region because of the extensive work, thought and discussianitiative a working party was set up at that time. It should
undertaken by community bodies such as the Upper Soutlalso be pointed out that a number of services for Aboriginal
East Regional Revegetation Committee and the South-Eageople in Adelaide are provided by Government, including
Natural Resource Consultative Committee (SENRAC). Thad number of accommodation and rehabilitation support
has taken place in combination with officers of my ownprograms costing several millions of dollars. However, a need
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has been identified to adopt what will be a more coordinatedhent’s GST after the year 2000, and can the Minister outline
and targeted approach for assistance provision. to the House precisely what components of the EDS contract

A joint agency approach within the Government has alsdor services would be subject to a GST?
been adopted, and the Division of State Aboriginal Affairs The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am pleased that the
and the Department of Human Services have been workingiember for Hart has finally stood up in this House and
together to address these important matters. As a result of nacknowledged that the EDS contract is delivering savings.
meeting with the Lord Mayor and the joint agency approactEvery other time the member for Hart has stood up in the
adopted by Government, a scoping paper on AboriginaHouse he has complained that the contract will cost the
services for the central business district of Adelaide has beeBovernment money. | am pleased that the member for Hart
prepared. The paper proposes a three part project. The fifsas finally recognised that there are savings to be made from
initiative was the collation and documentation of historicalthe contract: it is a refreshing change indeed. As to the detail
approaches to the issue, the range of services, funding souragthe member for Hart's question and its relationship to the
and other resources already available in the CBD, includingederal Government policy, we do not even have a GST in
information on related services elsewhere. Secondly, thatlace yet, but | am prepared to take the member for Hart's
information meant that we could move to an analysis ofjuestion on notice, to have it considered in detail, to speak
services and identify the gaps in those services and the needith the Federal Minister concerned and to bring back a
to link and realign the services. Thirdly, it meant that now wedetailed answer for him.
can move to greater service coordination targeted to those
very specific needs. COUNTRY DOCTORS

The Lord Mayor has been quoted in thevertiser .
lamenting what she considers to be a lack of action in this MrMEIER (Goyder): Can the Minister for Human
area. It is unfortunate that officers of the Division of StateServices outline what the State Government is doing to help
Aboriginal Affairs were not invited to attend the forum at Overcome the problem currently being experienced in rural
which the Lord Mayor is reported to have made her comareas involving a shortage of doctors? On Friday 7 August |
ments, because they would have been able to inform her ¥fas very pleased, when as guest speaker at Port Broughton
the measures being taken as a result of the scoping repotf. My electorate, at the Annual General Meeting of the
Although the Lord Mayor has a representative on the working=0mbined Flinders and Wakefield Groups of the Hospitals
committee preparing the Scoping paper, apparenﬂy she ha.g]d Health Services AS.SOC|at|0n of South Austra“a., the
not been thoroughly informed. | am pleased to inform theMinister was able to outline many of the positive achieve-
House that, at this stage, out of the scoping paper a projeBients of this Government over the past 4’z years.
officer has been appointed for a period of up to 18 monthsto  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: I have previously raised in
carry out the tasks outlined in the scoping paper. That officethis Parliament some of the longer term initiatives we are
has already begun examining services currently provided bigking in terms of trying to get more doctors into rural areas
the Department of Human Services to address a much mofé South Australia. This is a problem that occurs throughout
efficient and effective way of delivering these services. ~ the whole of Australia—

Work is also being undertaken by DOSSA to research the Mr Atkinson interjecting:
various initiatives proposed by and through the Aboriginal The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:
community. This process is guided by the consultative The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The member for Adelaide,
committee set up through those first meetings with the Lord@s then Minister for Health, understood this problem and
Mayor, and it includes a representative from the Adelaidéntroduced the rural enhancement package, which is a
City Council. | am advised that the council’s Chief Executiveparticularly good package indeed. In fact, it is one of the
Officer, Ms Jude Munro, attended its most recent meeting initiatives | was going to talk about, and | am glad that the

Members should also be aware that the Governmentssue has been raised, because the rural enhancement package
through the Department of Human Services, provides fundguts about $6.5 million out there to help keep doctors, general
for the employment of a full-time project officer, based at thepractitioners, in country areas. The important issue is this:
Adelaide City Council, to work on issues related to the healtt@lthough a number of initiatives have been taken in the
and welfare of Aboriginal people within the City of Adelaide. mediumto long term, there is a crisis developing in the short
This Government’s commitment to finding real solutions toterm and, by that, I mean over the next two or three years.
those extremely complex social problems is clearly demonAlthough we have these long-term measures in place to train
strated by the actions | have just outlined. We are not walkinghnore people and to encourage doctors who are going through
away from what are very difficult social issues: we arenow to take their internships and registrar training positions
working cooperatively with all those involved in an effort to out in country areas, that will not come through for at least
make sure that there is an implementation of real and lastingnother two or three years. We have a dilemma on our hands:

solutions to these very difficult issues. there is a shortage of doctors at Mount Gambier and a
shortage developing at Port Lincoln, and two of the four
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX doctors on Kangaroo Island have indicated that they intend

S to leave in the next 18 months.
Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the About 10 other locations in South Australia would like to

Minister for Administrative Services. How much— take up an extra GP immediately. So, the Government is
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: moving to look at ways in which it can immediately try to
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will meet that demand. | have asked SARRMSA, which is the

remain silent. newly formed body to deal with general practitioners in rural

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir; | was somewhat distracted.and remote areas, to look immediately at engaging or
How much of the assumed annual savings under the ED&cruiting from overseas suitably trained overseas doctors
contract would be lost as a result of the Howard Governwho could be provided immediately with a provider number
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from Canberra and become GPs in rural areas of South The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is where the
Australia. We are looking at recruiting 20 to 30 if we can.members for Hart and Spence just jump in where angels fear
That is our target. | am not saying we will be able to achieveo tread. The members for Hart and Spence both interjected
it, but we will certainly get out and try to recruit as many asthat this will see a reduction in profit, but what they do not
we can. We are trying to facilitate rapid recruitment andacknowledge to members of the media, their Party and
approval, including getting a visa for these people to comeverybody else is that the GST comes back to the States. It
into South Australia. | will certainly ensure that their does not stay federally. It has been identified that the tax
applications are processed rapidly by the Medical Board bgomes back to the States.

providing any State Government approval that is required.  Members interjecting:

We are taking a number of other initiatives, and | will ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The members for Hart and
touch on some of those. We have a scholarship scheme f@pence say, ‘Yeah, yeah,’ so at least they acknowledge that
up to 10 new health professionals to be trained each yeahat is what will happen. The TAB is identifying and
Those scholarships run over a three-year period and providiscussing these matters to clarify them but, on the informa-
$5 000 for each participant. In addition to that, the State antlon | have at the moment, that is the best | can supply.
Federal Governments are introducing a new scheme from the
beginning of next year which will offer a scholarship to  Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Govern-
overseas trained doctors who need additional training. Fanent Enterprises advise the House on how the tax package
their one or two years of extra training they will receive amight affect water and sewerage rates? | have been asked by
payment from the Federal Government, and under thatonstituents as to the effect of the package on—
scholarship arrangement they will then be required to go out Mr Clarke interjecting:
into country areas for up to five years. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for—

A number of initiatives like this are being taken, butlam  Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order, Sir. This
concerned by the fact that there is a significant shortage @fuestion has already been answered by the Minister today and
doctors in country areas now. | believe that this is a fundathere is a Standing Order against that.
mental, basic right and that we should be making sure that Members interjecting:
rural communities have reasonable access to GP and other The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
health services in rural parts of South Australia. Thislf the member for Ross Smith had had the courtesy to at least
Government is committed to that, and we want to make sureait until the Chair had finished speaking, | would have
that we are recruiting enough doctors to meet those needsieard the point of order. As it is, the Chair has not the

slightest idea what point of order was raised by the member.
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX Does the honourable member wish to make it again?
) ] o Mr CLARKE: Yes, Sir; | apologise. Standing Orders

Mr FOLEY (Hart): I direct my question to the Minister prevent the same question being asked twice on the same
for Government Enterprises—or perhaps the Minister folhccasion. The Minister has already answered the question
Racing—about TAB gambling. Given that the Howardfyjly in answer to an earlier question from the Opposition.
Government plans to impose a GST on all gambling, how The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |rise on a point of order,
will punters be compensated for a 10 per cent reduction in thg;j,.

size of winning pools on the TAB that will cut dividends?  The SPEAKER: Order! We will have one point of order
What action has the Minister taken to protect both the racing 5 time. The Chair will need to look closely at the previous
and hotel industries? Off-course totaliser tax in Southyyestion. | cannot say at this stage whether or not they are
Australia is currently 14.25 per cent for win and place bets;qyentical questions. The Chair proposes to call on the next

and a 10 per cent GST could cut returns to winning puntergyestion and we will come back and compare the questions
from 85 per centto 75 per cent of the pool. On 11 August the.gncerned.

Treasurer said that he did not know what effect the GST e Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | rise on apoint of order
would have on the TAB and the allied racing and hotelg;y |t js all very well for the member for Ross Smith to say

industries. ' o that | have answered the question before. The fact is that |
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is similar to the paye not; | have not addressed the effect on water and

previous question, and the member for Hart's question makegyerage rates.

absolutely no mention of the benefits of the new tax system. tha SPEAKER: Order! The Chair will pick that up when

For his benefit and that of other members opposite, Who |l check the subject of the question. | ask the member for
know are interested in this matter, | repeat that under the NeWartley to bring his question to the Chair.

taxation system family assistance will be increased by over

$2 billion per year and, from 1 July in the year 2000, PELICANS

significant income tax cuts will deliver benefits of over

$13 billion a year to Australians. So, thatis a huge benefitto Mr HILL (Kaurna): What actions has the Minister for
everyday Australians and, as | have identified in response Bnvironment and Heritage taken following the wanton
a previous answer, it is suggested that there will be about $5kestruction of two pelicans by a wildlife ranger at Renmark
extra per family. So, that is an enormous benefit. The TABecently? A wildlife officer recently shot two of the five
informed me earlier today that it is making inquiries, and itspelicans resident in the Renmark area following a complaint
information is that in fact the TAB will pay the GST, not the by New South Wales tourists.

punters, so this will be a lot more— The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member
Members interjecting: for his rather ‘wanton’ question. The honourable member
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: That is the information seems to imply that there was wanton destruction of some of

with which | have been provided, but it is very early. our wildlife. | advise the honourable member that in fact two

Members interjecting: birds were euthanased some three weeks ago.
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Members interjecting: between people and wildlife the pelicans would not have

The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Ross developed the behavioural problems that, unfortunately,
Smith. resulted in officers having to destroy what are very beautiful

Mr Conlon interjecting: birds.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder.

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: To imply that the euthanasia of GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

these two pelicans—this wildlife that we do consider to be

imperative to South Australia—was wanton is quite incorrect. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Minister
The fact of the matter is— Assisting the Premier for Information Economy advise the

Mr Conlon interjecting: House of the likely impacts of the introduction of a GST on

The SPEAKER: Order! | remind the member for Elder the information economy?
that he has been warned. The Chair has cautioned members The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for
continually over recent sitting days about this constantVaite for his very important question about an area of
barrage of interjections from my left which set out to disruptsignificant growth in the economy of South Australia,
Ministers. If that pattern continues—and members have begparticularly given the Government's focus on encouraging the
cautioned and warned—the Chair will take the obviousdevelopment of a sustainable information economy and
course open to it. information industry. On a number of occasions | have
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: In trying to deal with this in a identified to the House just how vibrant is the information
sensible and rational manner and, again, to disclaim theconomy, and | have told the House the results of the
suggestion of wanton destruction, | suggest that the membé&rovernment’'s push in that area. | do stress ‘results’, because
for Kaurna has been reading newspaper articles which, dBat is really what matters. Recently, the latest quarterly
usual, do not provide the correct information about thesurvey conducted by a leading recruitment consultancy firm,
situation at the time. The article focused on a great deal d¥lorgan and Banks, showed that South Australia continues
emotion, rather than facilitating a discussion about what wat be the major State in terms of plans to employ people in
a rather complex management issue regarding wildlife. As théhe IT industry area, with 67.6 per cent of local IT companies
honourable member will recognise, often pelicans will readilyidentifying that they will be hiring. That is a terrific result and
accept food from human beings and, over time, can beconigé enough reason in itself as to why the Government should
reliant on human interaction for food and, indeed, their well-concentrate on the information economy.
being. Wildlife such as the pelicans in question can certainly Results of this kind are even likely to be enhanced and to
show a reduced fear of people and become domesticated vetgntinue if and when a GST is introduced. Clearly, exports
quickly. Once this behavioural shift starts to occur, it makesare a key factor in the development of any successful
it extremely difficult and almost impossible for that type of industry—and none more so than in the information econ-
behaviour to be altered. omy. | constantly meet firms which are involved in the South
There are dozens of pelicans which frequent the Renmarkustralian information economy and which in fact export the
foreshore where these incidents took place. In this particuldpulk of their product outside the State. Nationally, the
instance, two pelicans became very reliant on hand feedingjustralian Information Industries Association estimates that
and were unable to change that behaviour. The consequendé@&T exports last year were valued at $5.9 billion. Clearly,
were that they became confident in approaching people fdhat is a fantastic result and something of which South
food and, ultimately, became aggressive to adults and tBustralia wants to be a part. That is likely to increase as a
children, which was of concern to the local council and tharesult of the Federal Government’s new tax system, because
local people in the Riverland area. It was the judgment of théhe proposed new GST will alleviate exporters from having
officer of the department that in this instance relocation wato face a myriad of existing hidden costs.
not feasible as pelicans are in fact capable of flying thousands Obviously, the major hidden cost is the wholesale sales tax
of miles, and therefore can return to the spot from which theyegime which currently exists and which Federal members of
may have been relocated and, inevitably, return to the pladhe Labor Party ramped up on a regular basis at the same time
where they would continue that particular behaviouralthey talked about how terrible a GST was. The introduction
pattern. of a GST will remove this outdated, anti export tax and,
Pelicans are wild animals. People should refrain fromhence, be a great bonus for the information economy. As |
feeding pelicans and should make them dependent updrave said, exports will be GST free, and IT exporters will
themselves for food gathering. Where pelicans are regularlgeceive credits on the GST paid on their inputs. So, that
fed by people, these consequences are the end result. It wagans that South Australian IT companies and the informa-
extremely unfortunate, because most officers of our departion economy area will be even more internationally competi-
ment try to protect wildlife. In this instance, the officer, who tive, underpinning growth in exports and employment. That
has many years of experience protecting wildlife, had nds very positive.
option— However, the most important component of the informa-
Mr Hill interjecting: tion economy is the consumers. At the moment, computers,
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The honourable member obvious- printers, modems and so on are slugged with a 22 per cent
ly does not want to hear the end of the answer. The officer invholesale sales tax. | ask members to think of the number of
guestion had no choice but to make this decision in respegteople in South Australia alone who have purchased a
of these pelicans. In the meantime, | am sure the members obmputer, a printer or a modem either for home or for
the House who are so interested in this question would alsousiness and who have paid that 22 per cent outmoded
want to know that one result of this whole set of circum-wholesales tax. The GST will reduce the cost of these
stances is that rangers from this area of the Riverland wilproducts. So, it means that thousands more South Australians
place signs to counsel the human factor about feedingill be able to afford to be connected. Thousands more South
pelicans in the future, because if there was no interactioAustralian businesses will partake of the international



Tuesday 18 August 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1761

information economy, and that means an enormous bonus fputers—a mere drop in the ocean which would not have
the South Australian information economy sector. | know thabought too many computers. In stark contrast, our $85 million
that is a matter of import to the member for Waite, and Iprogram for information technology in schools represents the

thank him very much for his question. first time that any Government in South Australia has been
prepared to provide significant resources for the provision of
SCHOOL RE-ENTRY PROGRAM computers and computer networks in our schools.

o This computer subsidy scheme has brought our schools to

- Ms WHITE (Taylor): Why has the Minister for Educa- the forefront of information technology. Our target is to have
tion, Children’s Services and Training targeted re-entryone computer for every five students by the year 2001. This
schools for a cut of $1 million from the $1.12 million school emphasises the fact that the Government is focused upon
re-entry program when high rates of unemployment an@reating an IT smart State and an IT smart future work force
changes to the Howard Government’s common youthhrough education. Not only does this computer subsidy
allowance are expected to lead to a massive increase §theme address the number of computers in schools but also
enrolments at re-entry schools in 1999? South Australia haggives a greater subsidy of $1 000 per computer to schools
the highest youth unemployment rate in Australia and thgyhich have the highest number of School Card enrolments,
highest adult unemployment rate of the mainland Stategyhereas wealthier schools receive about $500 per computer.
Education department documents confirm that, out of th@jternatively, through the Government's rental-purchase
State’s 640 pUbllC schools, this $1 million cut will be bornescheme, schools can obtain a computer for as little as
by the State’s nine re-entry schools which bring many long$300 per year.
term unemployed people back to finish school to improve  parents and schools recognise this scheme as timely and
their chances of finding work. highly relevant and as a response to a growing demand for

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Part of the strategy for quality and reliable information technology which will enable
meeting the targets under my budget this year involved thetydents to enter the twenty-first century confidently and
reduction of funding for adult re-entry schools. When those:ompetently. The Government is taking seriously its commit-

schools were started in 1991 under the pr.eViOUS.GOVErnmerﬁ]ent to ensure that young pe0p|e are well prepared for jobs
because they were new they were provided with an excesgd life in the twenty-first century.

allocation of teachers to assist with the starting up process.
Those schools have now been operating for seven years, and GUARDIANSHIP BOARD
I think that the seed funding that has been provided has
enabled them to become well and truly entrenched in their Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for
programs. Human Services inform the House whether the review into
Regarding the point raised by the honourable membethe processes of the Guardianship Board has been completed
about the common youth allowance and the re-entry odnd when the report will be presented to Parliament? |
students, those schools will not be affected because they wilinderstand that the Minister initiated the review into the
operate on the same formula that applies to every othgrocesses of the Guardianship Board some months ago.
school: if more students are enrolled, additional teachers wilbeveral of my constituents have approached me about this
be appointed. Funds have been allocated within the budgetview and informed me of some significant and concerning
to ensure that re-entry adult students are not disadvantageslents that have taken place recently in the courts regarding
I am advised that no programs will be cut, that students wilthe Guardianship Board. This review is obviously important
be able to access all programs that are currently operatingpt only to the Guardianship Board but to my constituents
and that these schools will not be affected in any disastrousho seek reform.
way. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Two reviews have been
carried out, one relating specifically to requirements under
SCHOOL COMPUTERS the Act and the other to the administration of the Guardian-
] o ship Board. Both those reviews have been completed and the
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Educa-  reports handed to me in recent weeks. | have not had a chance

tion, Children’s Services and Training explain what progresso go through them in detail but | expect to do so in the very
has been made towards achieving the Government's objectiy@ar future. As a result of these reviews, we will look at

of having at least one computer for every five students in oupnger term changes to the Guardianship Act.

schools? . As there are quite a few groups in the community who are
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Considerable progress has concerned about this issue, | am only too willing to brief the
been made towards putting computers into our schools. Moigpposition on the findings that have been made so that we
than 8 000 curriculum computers have already been installeghn reach a common understanding about how to tackle some
as aresult of the Government’s injeCtion of $8 million Underof these pr0b|ems_ Problems have been experienced by
the 1997-98 budget strategy. A further 5 700 computers Willnempers of Parliament on both sides of the House. | think it
be installed in South Australian schools through a furtheyg important that we come up with solutions to some of those
injection of $4 million under the 1998-99 budget. This latestyroblems, which have not been easy to deal with. We are
funding is part of the Liberal Government's five year, dealing with the rights of individuals, and it is important that
$85 million commitment to embed information technologyye get the right balance. So, | am only too willing to share
in all teaching and learning programs in our State schools byhese reports with members opposite.
the year 2001.
This will overcome the burden on schools left by the MARINE ENVIRONMENT
previous Labor Government, which was prepared to let
parents go it alone. In fact, Labor contributed a miserly The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Minister
$360 000 in its last budget to help schools purchase confer Environment and Heritage advise the House of the
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positive steps that are being taken by both the Federal and tigevernment working in collaboration with our volunteers to
State Governments to improve the marine environment andieliver some very worthy outcomes in our coastal and marine
in particular, will she say what stage has now been reacheghvironments. | am sure that all members in this House will
in the preparation of the South Australian marine strategy®velcome these initiatives. | urge them, in each of their
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member different electorate areas, to acknowledge the fact that there
for his question, particularly as this is the International Yealare projects in which they themselves can become involved
of the Ocean. The Federal Liberal Government’s Coasts arehd also to encourage assistance and acknowledgment of
Clean Seas Program provides $125 million nationally. Thighese projects, which | know local communities will certainly
program provides communities across Australia with ssupport.
vehicle for focusing governmental and community energies
on the care and protection of our oceans and coastal environ-
ments. The strategy of the Coasts and Clean Seas Program is
to target specific areas. For example, the Federal Government
will allocate $51 million to projects specifically targeting the
reduction of pollution in marine and coastal environments; PASSENGER TRANSPORT ACT

$8 million will be allocated to help protect marine species at -
risk; and $4 million will be allocated for the management and__1he Hon. DEAN BROWN — (Minister - for Human
ervices):l lay on the table the ministerial statement relating

eradication of introduced marine pests, which will greatlyS 4 i
assist this task. Further funds will be allocated to acceleratt® the review of the Passenger Transport Act made in another

the development of a coastal resource atlas, which will be (ﬂace by my colleague the Minister for Transport and Urban

assistance in disaster response situations through enabling fR&NNING.-

rapid identification of ecologically sensitive marine environ-

ments. SPRINGWOOD PARK DEVELOPMENT
Additional work will be conducted on further developing  tha Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister

thﬁ. nﬁtio_rlllal r_gprﬁsentativg syst;arg_ Og_ma“f_‘e progectic_i %reg‘%rvices):l lay on the table the ministerial statement relating
which will aid the retention of biodiversity and WICh, 1, 1y major project status for Springwood Park development’

importantly, will see a further $27.3 million specifically 54e earlier today in another place by my colleague the
allocated for community initiatives within the coastal zone.\sinister for Transport and Urban Planning.
e

Members may recall that the 1997-98 funding grants for th
Coasts and Clean Seas Program were recently announced for GRIEVANCE DEBATE

South Australia. It is pleasing to see that Federal and State

Governments and local government are working together The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
with a committed local community to deliver some worth- House note grievances.

while environmental benefits for South Australia.

The initiatives in South Australia include the installation =~ Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to congratulate the
of pollutant traps to assist the Patawalonga; the developmestaff, the students, the parent community and the wider
of a waste management strategy for the fishing industry; theommunity involved in the Morphett Vale South Primary
scientific examination of gulf seal populations, which weSchool, because yesterday this school was presented with a
would all recognise as being very fragile at the best oftheque for $1 000 by the Association of Community Service
times—and | am quite sure most people in South Australi®rganisations for winning the schools community projects
with an interest in our wildlife, marine life and environment award. The school won that prize because of its creation of
would be pleased to see that particular scientific assessmemtvillage school concept, as part of which the school
being undertaken; and a project to look at the treatment afommunity is meeting tonight to identify ways of overcoming
effluent and stormwater in Port Vincent and St Kildaa particularly nasty case of serial vandalism and abuse of the
respectively. school grounds.

All these significant projects will greatly benefit our  Morphett Vale South Primary School is one that is very
coastal and marine environments. As Minister, | welcome th&ulnerable under the review of small schools that is part of
initiatives that have been presented in conjunction with théhe budget strategy of this Government. Yet it is an extremely
Federal Government and local government, and | alsgaluable school in our community and it would be good if
acknowledge the fact that many of these projects would ndhere were more schools adopting the principles of the village
be undertaken to the greatest means unless members of $ehool introduced in Morphett Vale South. The future of this
community in their thousands across the State were thoroughehool should be in its own hands, and this is the way all
ly involved in developing projects and making sure thoseeviews of small schools should be conducted.
projects were implemented on the ground. It is a great Lastyear, Morphett Vale South Primary School, through
recognition of the people of South Australia who arethe availability of a school counsellor position, recognised
committed to their environment and who now have thethat it needed to develop an overall strategy for identifying
opportunity, through many of the integrated funds that wethe many problems that its school community faced. The area
have across Federal, State and local government areas,awund Morphett Vale South includes a number of emergency
initiate the projects that they now work on so solidly and scaccommodation complexes. It is also an area where there is
optimistically to support and to help reduce the pollutantamuch poverty, much unemployment and transience connected
within our whole environmental range. with temporary accommodation. The teachers have identified

| welcome these initiatives and the many others that weoor health and nutrition as a problem, as well as sometimes
will see operate in South Australia over the next few monthsthe low educational, confidence and skills levels of some in
The Coasts and Clean Seas Program is certainly an excellghe parent community. This was not producing an environ-
example of the Federal and State Governments and localent where students could succeed.

for Human
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A very formidable team including Richard Baxter (the account what my electorate wants and what is best for the
Principal), Julie Symons (the School Counsellor), HelerState. There is no question that a significant number of people
Stone (now School Council Chairperson), Pat Knight andn my electorate would prefer not to have ETSA sold: there
Peter Coulter (both parents) set about involving the wideis no question about that. A significant number of my electors
community, as well as the whole school community, inwould want capital punishment introduced but, as members
addressing the issues faced by the school. Hence, the concepiposite would know, no-one would advocate that we bring
of a village school drawing on the African proverb: ‘It takes back capital punishment.

a village to educate a child.’ We cannot rule or govern by referenda. In order to govern

Some members of the wider community who cameby referenda, we would have to change our system. When we
forward were Mobil Refinery, once again a consistentare elected, we are elected to make decisions. | agree with
contributor to the south through both jobs and educationathris Kenny, who in last weekend3unday Mailstated:
and social programs; Foodtown at Morphett Vale; Govern-  oyemments are elected to govern, politicians are expected to
ment departments; Rotary; and Zonta. They developed a Sehd, and voters have the ultimate sanction—getting rid of govern-
of 23 projects in all, linked together to form a positive vision ments and politicians who let them down. These are simple truths
for a new school that connected clearly with the Communityf[hat underpin our democracy. But you wouldn't have known that last
Each project addressed specific needs identified and speciﬂ’@e :
areas of learning and the curriculum. Each project involves agree wholeheartedly: the time for having a referendum is
the school and community members, usually a parent, angt an election: that is when you decide whom you want to
many of the projects are coordinated by a parent. When | visgupport, whom you want to be in government. | challenge the
the school, | am overwhelmed by what appears to be a hugeeader of the Opposition to allow his members to make up
staff but which is, in fact, so many parents contributing ontheir minds on the sale of ETSA in a secret ballot.
almost a full-time basis to the development of the school. = The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now

| have with me today a teddy bear which was a kind giftstarting to breach Standing Order 120 by referring to debates
of the school as part of its blue badge day presentations another place. Up until now, he has kept marginally away
whereby achievements of the students through the blue badfiem doing that, but he is now starting to get perilously close
brigade project are recognised. It is realised that, in thi%o it.
community, rewards and recognition are very importantin  Mr SCALZI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | would like the
encouraging a spirit of entrepreneurship, team work and thievo Houses of Parliament to have a secret ballot, which

creation of enterprising individuals. would be an alternative to a referendum and which would
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time save the State $5 million.
has expired. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
has expired.

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today, | wish to comment on the
proposal for a referendum on the sale of ETSA. Some Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Two years ago in its
members would say, given the margin | have, that | should 996 budget the Federal Government saw fit to cut entirely
keep quiet on this issue. However, | see it as my responsibilthe Commonwealth dental scheme. It was a scheme that was
ty to actin the best interests of the State. | am very concerneglorth $100 million across Australia, and it had been success-
that one or two members can hold up a Government prografiylly operating for about three or four years. It was a scheme
on such animportantissue as the sale of ETSA, which wouléhat enabled health care card holders—that is, pensioners, the
get this State out of its terrible debt situation and provide ainemployed, those on a disability pension and a range of
sound economic base for our future. other disadvantaged groups—to access free preventative

There are basically two types of democracy: participatoryjental care. That scheme, which was cut without warning,
democracy and representative democracy. Participatoyas worth $10 million to South Australia, and it has made a
democracy involves getting as many people as possible tguge hole in dental services in our State. There are now
participate in decision making, and obviously a referendungo 000 people waiting for dental care in South Australia, and
is the best example of that. However, we are a representatiyge average waiting time for those 90 000 people is two years.
democracy; in other words, members are elected to this plage this time, it is the most critical and significant dental
and another place to make decisions. Once elected to thigalth issue in our State.
place we cannot abdicate our responsibility and say, “Take the A few weeks ago, the Opposition received a copy of a
decision back to the people.” We do that at election time. Thafhemo that had been written by Dr David Burrow, the
is the appropriate time and place for people to express theffirector of the Statewide Dental Service in South Australia.
opinion on where they wish us to go. They do that by eithefn that memo, Dr Burrow talked about a concern of the
endorsing the Government or saying, ‘It's time for a change Statewide Dental Service that a further $1.2 million of State
That is the basis of our democracy. We cannot abdicate ow{inding that had been granted on a one-off basis last year
responsibility and say, ‘We want a referendum’, when it doegyould be lost to the service. | will quote a couple of sentences
not suit a certain Party. _ from that memo, as follows:

l am concerned_ about what it would C‘?$t the South ...based on current knowledge it is anticipated that the
Australian community to have a referendum: it would coStcommunity dental service (CDS) will need to lose resources
between $4 and $5 million. A cheaper way could be by(salaries, goods and services) to the value of approximately
having a secret ballot of both Houses involving all$1.2 millionin 1998-99 unless the South Australian Dental Service
69 members of this Parliament who could make up their mindSAPS) receives additional funding or revenue.
on whether or not they support the sale of ETSA and Optimalhe Minister says that he got it wrong, but that is what the
Let all 69 members decide in a secret ballot. That would benemo states. A week and a half ago, | gave the Minister the
far cheaper than having a full referendum at a cost of up tepportunity in this House to assure us that there was not to
$5 million. As a member of Parliament, | have to take intobe any cut to dental services in South Australia. The Minister
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gave no such assurance and simply referred to a review thdamage our hills face zone environment; and, secondly, that
he was establishing to examine ways in which the Soutlny disadvantages to the community are outweighed by
Australian Dental Service could see more people. advantages. | doubt that this can be shown by Mr Garrett.

That is interesting for two reasons. It is interesting, first However, he now has an opportunity to argue his case with

because the Minister did not rule out any cut. | would hav«ﬁ” of us in Waite and, like all citizens, he deserves a fair

thought that, if there was no cut in mind, he would have bee eﬂlcﬂ%ing is more precious to South Australians than our
on his feet immediately to rule it out, because we all knowgironment. In the electorate of Waite we hold in trust for

how serious the situation is. Secondly, the Australian Dentg)esent and future generations an important parcel of the hills
Association spoke with me yesterday aboutthe program angce zone. This area is a State treasure. Let there be no doubt
said that it had heard nothing about any review. That alsgnat | will do all | can to help preserve it, and | feel confident
surprises me, because | would have thought that, if a revieyhat | will be joined in this endeavour by the many local
was being conducted of dental services in South Australiggeople who share my view. Our Government respects the
the ADA would be involved. hills face zone, while also undertaking, as a responsible
Yesterday, following our press release highlighting theGovernment, to ensure that consultation is an open process
fact that, if a further $1.2 million was going to be cut from the and that all parties involved in a development application
budget, this would mean a further cut of 10 dentists andhave a fair go to put their case.
10 dental assistants, and waiting lists blowing out withinthe | note with disappointment that the Australian Democrats
next few months to 110 000 people, the Minister put out hishave on this issue, as on so many others, shown their usual
own press release saying that there would be additionalillingness to jump in without knowing the facts and without
funding by the State Government. Unfortunately, he did notiny genuine commitment to a fair and mature outcome for all
say how much additional funding would be involved nor overinvolved, but simply to try to score political points. Fortu-
what period this additional funding would occur. Will it be nately, the Democrats will never be called upon to form a
for one year or two years, or will it be ongoing? The only Government in this State or any other, for that would require
thing he said was that there would be no further budget cuthat they act responsibly. Minister Laidlaw’s decision today
to dental services. We do not know how much will beis good news for the hills face zone, good news for our
involved. environment and good news for our community in the
We know that the Minister has been forced to put in somelectorate of Waite. | look forward to a vigorous community
money, and | am pleased about that. The problem is, howeonsideration of Mr Garrett’s proposed development, and |
ever, that the State Government still refuses to do anythingwite any constituent to contact me for assistance and support
about the Commonwealth dental program and the fact that iis they prepare their detailed assessment. | am not against
has been cut. Certainly, it was not its fault that it happeneddevelopment: | keenly support it. But development must
it was a Federal Government decision. However, it was twegoexist with a higher goal, which is to ensure that our
years ago, and South Australia is the only State in thigoothills zone continues to enjoy a special place in our heart
country to have done virtually nothing in response to thisand in our plans for the future.
Other States have plans in place and have put funds in. South
Australia has done nothing. Ms WHITE (Taylor): | want to comment on what |
regard to be a very important issue, and | am sure thatitis an
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to talk about issue of much importance to all members of this House.
the proposed food, wine and tourist development at SprindPuring Question Time today, | asked a question of the
wood Park, put forward by Mr Garrett. Minister Di Laidlaw Minister for Education about the cuts he is making in relation
has today advised that Mr Garrett's proposed developmetid re-entry schools. | have the Education Department’s
in the hills face zone will not be declared a major develop-documents, which outline the way in which these cuts are to
ment by the State Government. This decision followsprogress. The $1 million cut this year to re-entry schools was
meetings | have held with the Minister and written represeneutlined in the budget—not by the Minister, of course, but by
tations | have made as the local MP, advising that the mattevay of my own release of documents leaked from the
ought to be determined in the courts, after due consideratioiepartment. In fact, it was a process of slowly drawing the
by Mitcham council and thorough local consultation. My Minister to admit that he was cutting the adult re-entry
position was also made clear to constituents and the media program.
recent weeks. | welcome this decision by the State Govern- Those cuts are to total $2.5 million over the next three
ment. We in the local community must now examineyears—so, itis a $1 million a year cut to adult re-entry. Of
Mr Garrett’s proposal in detail and assess its impact upon thgne 640 public schools in this State, nine are to share a cut of
hills face zone, and in particular Brownhill Creek. $1 million. During Question Time today, the Minister said
The courts, when considering the merits of the proposethat re-entry students would not be affected. How can they
development, will not give regard to emotive or subjectivenot be affected, when nine schools are to take a cut of
argument opposed to the development. The courts wi1 million? | have spoken to the principals and many of the
consider both the merits and the weaknesses in the applicstaff of those nine schools, and it is quite clear that, when you
tion in light of the hills face zone objectives. Mitcham council are losing $1 million of a $1.12 million program, that
and community groups opposed to the development will neegrogram will be affected. The effects will be different in each
to prepare well informed and thoroughly researched arguschool but they will be extensive. Sir, with your permission,
ments to present as evidence. Now that the process to Ibevould like to have inserted ilansardsome statistical data
applied to the proposed development has been resolved, wéhich outlines the proposed cuts for each of those nine
can concentrate on the substance of the matter. schools.
| appeal to Mr Garrett to now inform us of the full detail The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it purely statistical?
of his plan. As | have repeatedly made clear, my view is that Ms WHITE: They are statistical tables.
any proposal must show, first, that it will improve and not Leave granted.
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Option 1
Adult Re-entry Schools
Staffing Allocation (updated)
Required
Cost Budgetary Cut
School Staff Allocation $ Percentage $
Charles Campbell SS 1 Coordinator 80 124 7.13 71300
15 hours security
10 SSO hours
Christies Beach HS 2 Coordinators 164 965 14.67 146 700
15 hours security
37.5 SSO hours
Para West Adult Campus 3 Coordinators 226 137 20.11 201 100
15 hours security
37.5 SSO hours
Edward John Eyre HS 15 SSO hours 11371 1.01 10 100
Hamilton SC 1 A. Principal 169 313 15.06 150 600
1 Coordinator
15 hours security
37.5 SSO hours
Le Fevre HS 1 Coordinator 64 963 5.78 57 800
5 SSO hours
Marden SC 1 A. Principal 169 313 15.06 150 600
1 Coordinator
15 hours security
37.5 SSO hours
The Thebarton SC 1 A. Principal 169 313 15.06 150 600
1 Coordinator
15 hours security
37.5 SSO hours
Open Access College 1 Coordinator 68 753 6.12 61 200
10 SSO hours
Total 1124 252 100 1 000 000
Option 2
Adult Re-entry Schools
Student Enrolements (updated)
Required
Average Student Budgetary Cut
School Ceiling Percentage $
Charles Campbell SS 95 3.56 35600
Christies Beach HS 235 8.79 87 900
Para West Adult Campus 600 22.46 224 600
Edward John Eyre HS 45 1.64 16 400
Hamilton SC 475 17.78 177 800
Le Fevre HS 37 1.38 13 800
Marden SC 555 20.77 207 700
The Thebarton SC 415 19.09 190 900
Open Access College 120 4.49 44900
Total 2577 99.96 999 600

Ms WHITE: These two tables outline the extent of theis one in Whyalla, one in the northern suburbs (Para West)

cuts to each of the schools involved. The Minister has sai@nd one in the southern suburbs at Christies Beach. Many
that this will not affect our re-entry students but each of thoséong-term unemployed people attend these schools. They are
schools has said something to the contrary. How can geople who go back to school but do not want to go back to
$1 million cut across nine schools not affect the program4N0S€ schools theyleft. They left school for a reason, they did

ot fit into the environment of other schools, they attend these
? Som ff m '
they run? Some of the staff of these schools have told m e-entry schools and they need this support. South Australia

that,_when they lose staff as a result of these cuts, they Willo < the highest unemployment and youth unemployment in
provide fewer classes—there are no two ways aboutit—anghe nation, and at this crucial time, when the Howard
that is less tuition for our students. They have also told Mg overnment’s changes to the common youth allowance will
that they cannot possibly avoid offering these programs, anghean that 16 and 17 year olds who have left school will be
that those high schools that are high schools in their own righieturning to school, the State Government is compacting the
will offer fewer programs across the board. So, the Minister'siamage that the Federal Liberal Government is doing by
claim that students will not be affected is quite clearlyforcing these schools to cut their offerings. That is exactly
incorrect and shows an ignorance of the way in which schoolhat they will have to do because, when there is a $1 million
operate. cut across nine schools, together with a total education budget
These schools are in areas of high unemployment. Themut of $50 million across 640 schools plus eight TAFE
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institutes, how can that not affect adult re-entry schools? | asitorphine or codeine by a chemical process and can be a
the Government to reconsider. much stronger drug. Heroin usually comes in powder form
and it can come in different colours, depending on how it is
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | have made remarks to the refined. It can be a white powder, which is generally more
House in recent times about the effects of drugs, becausecbmmon than the brown or pink powder or pink rocks which
believe that we need to be much tougher on drugs than wieok like lumpy sugar. Heroin can be injected, inhaled,
have been. Today | want to talk about ecstasy. Itis the namgnorted or smoked, and it is very quickly absorbed into the
commonly given to MethyleneDioxy-MethAmphetamine blood stream. Because it is a depressant drug it slows down
(MDMA). Ecstasy is chemically related to both ampheta-the central nervous system. Some immediate effects can be
mines and some hallucinogens. Amphetamines and otheslief of pain, a feeling of well-being, nausea and vomiting,
stimulants directly affect the central nervous system byhe pupils of the eyes become smaller, shallow breathing,
speeding up, if you wish, the activities of certain chemicalsonstipation, itching and sleepiness.
in the brain. Hallucinogens are drugs which alter people’s wjith large doses the pupils of the eyes narrow to pin-
perceptions about what they see, hear or feel, and they fegbints, the skin is cold and breathing and other central
things that do not exist. Ecstasy is commonly sold as tabletgervous system activity can slow down to the point where a
which vary in size and colour, according to whoever it wasperson can slip into a coma and die quite easily. With regular
who made them. They are trafficable. It can also come inse over time some people may experience health problems
powder form, which can be inhaled through the nose okuch as collapsed veins, abscesses, tetanus, hepatitis B and
injected. C, heart, chest and bronchial problems and loss of appetite,
As with any other trafficable substance, ecstasy is oftemmong other things.
mixed with other substances, which can have a range of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
unpleasant and, indeed, harmful or destructive effects. Thgiember's time has expired.
drug may not be MDMA at all: often it is a mixture of
common analgesics in more concentrated form. Stimulant
drugs can make the user feel full of energy and confident.
Ecstasy has some stimulant properties, although the primary
effects of euphoria, feeling of intimacy and closeness to other \jr HAMILTON-SMITH:  Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw
people are different from those of amphetamines. Ecstasyg,r attention to the state of the House.
seems to lead to loving and warm feelings between people A quorum having been formed:
and often—but not necessarily—to sex. There is no evidence
that it improves sexual performance, although it does enhance SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
the sensual aspects of sex. Hence people who take it are
referred to either as nymphomaniacs or suffering chronic The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:
bulls’ bolt. Ecstasy by itself can often cause people to indulge That Standing and Sessional Orders be and remain so far
in risky sexual activity, and some people use it to enhancéuspended as to enable the timetable for Private Members’ Business
sexual enjoyment, which is not what Divine Providence2dopted on 3 December 1997 to be amended by leaving out
: . - subparagraphs (i) and (ii) and inserting in lieu thereof:
intended. More likely, ecstasy will cause you to have a " "~10 30 a.m.—12 noon—Bills, motions with respect to
hangover effect, including loss of appetite, insomnia, committees (except reports of standing committees) and
depression, muscle aches and difficulty in concentrating on motions for disallowance of regulations;
the day after you have taken the drug, extending for upto 36 (i) 12 noon-1 p.m.—Other Motions; and
hours or more. (i)  after Grievance Debate on Wednesdays for one hour—
. . motions relatlng to standlng committee reports.
The short-term effects include increased blood pressure Motion carried
and pulse rate, raised body temperature, increased feelings of '
confidence, feelings of closeness with other people, sweating, POLICE BILL
dehydration, jaw clenching and grinding teeth, nausea and
anxiety, all of which are involuntary. If you take itonadaily  The Legislative Council intimated that it had agreed to the
basis it will lead to psychological and physical problems..ecommendations of the conference.
Most likely you will not sleep or eat properly, you will feel
paranoid, very confused and irritable. These effects may not  VALUATION OF LAND (MISCELLANEOUS)
clear up even when you stop taking the drug. As with the use AMENDMENT BILL
of most drugs at high doses over a long time, particularly
ecstasy, it will cause health problems and will eventually The Legislative Council intimated that it had agreed to the
destroy the immune system. There is an uncertainty about thecommendations of the conference.
long-term effects of ecstasy, although there is plenty of Consideration in Committee of the recommendations of
evidence to suggest that regular use of a significant amourtie conference.
over a long time will cause damage to your brain, your heart The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | move:
and your liver. If that is not bad enough, | do not know what  That the recommendations of the conference be agreed to.
is. | advise the Committee that the conference of managers
The other two drugs to which | have yet to draw attentionconducted itself in a way in which the Parliament would
in the course of these remarks are heroin and cocaine. Heroaxpect. It was a productive and amicable conference.
belongs to a group of drugs called narcotic analgesics dEssentially, the issues of concern raised in another place that
opioids. Morphine is another one of them. These drugs are alvere addressed were, first, whether or not there was the
very strong pain killers. Opium, morphine and codeine comeotential for government to influence the decisions of the
from the opium poppy, while pethidine and methadone ar&/aluer-General over the valuation of land and properties and,
synthetically produced. Heroin is usually manufactured fronsecondly, whether the legislation provided for the appoint-
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ment of a suitably qualified person to the position of Valuer-Assistant Commissioners. After some debate it was resolved
General. | believe that the amendments agreed to by thbat Assistant Commissioners will have a fall-back position
conference of managers ensure that those concerns no longfethey are appointed from within SA Police. If they are
apply in that the Valuer-General, through the amendmerappointed from outside SA Police, they will not have a fall-
suggested in valuing any land or performing any statutonpack provision. Amendment No. 8 is minor and does not need
function as Valuer-General, can now exercise an independetut be dealt with. Amendment No. 9 allows the Commissioner
judgment and not be subject to direction from any person.to divide ranks but also to consolidate them. The Government
That wording was agreed to by the conference of managwas of the view that that power already existed but we simply
ers unanimously and as a consequence now comes before thigrified it by providing that wording.
place. As to ensuring that the person who is appointed to the Amendment No. 10 relates to clause 23, which provides
position is suitably qualified, the amendment before ugor terms of appointments or contract provisions. That was
provides that the person must be a member of the Propergertainly one of the more contentious points of the Bill. The
Institute Incorporated or a body prescribed by regulation an€Committee will recall that during the debate in this Chamber
has practised as a land valuer, whether in the service dfgave a commitment to negotiate with the Police Association
Government or privately, for a period whether continuous opver that clause. We agreed with the Police Association that
in aggregate of at least five years. | am pleased to commende would not require contracts for non-commissioned
the amendments to the Committee, and in so doing urge thafficers and would use them only where special expertise was
the recommendations of the conference of managers equired. The Democrats in another Chamber required that

agreed to. a similar provision apply to commissioned officers, and it is
Motion carried. resolved in that way.
Amendment No. 12 also deals with contract appointments,
POLICE BILL and | have dealt with that. Amendment No. 13 deals with the

period for probationary appointment. It has been resolved that

Consideration in Committee of the recommendations ok person who immediately before appointment was not a
the conference. member of SAPOL will serve a two year probation period

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: | move: and for all other members it will be a one year probation

That the recommendations of the conference be agreed to. period. Amendment No. 15 deals with the performance
| wish to place on record the amicable nature of the conferstandards of all the ranks. There was some debate about
ence and the way in which the various participants workegvhether all the performance standards should be placed in the
together to get what we think is a very balanced outcome oGovernmentGazette and that would involve putting the
a difficult Bill. It was obviously controversial, so to get the performance standards for some 3 000 members of SAPOL
reform through within 17 sitting days is a great effort, and lin the GovernmenGazette We saw that as overly bureau-
congratulate all those involved in the conference on theratic, and it has been agreed that the Deputy Commissioner’s
manner in which the conference was undertaken. | will touckind Assistant Commissioners’ performance criteria will be
briefly on some of the amendments that are before thgut into theGazettebut those of other ranks will not. We
Committee at the moment. think that is probably an appropriate outcome.

Amendment No. 2 relates to which directions should be  Amendments Nos 16 and 17 deal with clause 29, which
tabled. The amendment provides that all directions to theelates to resignation without leave. This is all about what
Commissioner from the Minister will need to be tabled beforepenalty should apply to someone who resigns or relinquishes
the Parliament. Not just those in relation to operationaluty. The conference resolved that if someone resigns
matters but all directions to the Commissioner will now bewithout leave they should not suffer a penalty, but it was
tabled. Amendment No. 3 relates to what should go intaesolved that for relinquishing a duty the penalties that apply
general orders and what should go into regulation in regarih the current Act will still apply.
to appointment and promotion processes. The conference Amendment No. 20 deals with transfers. The Bill provides
agreed that anything that related to a process would go intitlhe Commissioner with the power to transfer officers for up
regulation and anything that related to qualifications wouldo four months on matters of minor misconduct. The Hon.
gointo general orders, and that principle has been adopted Mr Gilfillan wanted an amendment to the clause to provide
other amendments throughout this Bill. that, in relocating a member, the Commissioner must take

Amendment No. 4 relates to clause 13 in relation tainto consideration whether it is to a place so distant as to
whether the Commissioner’s performance standards shouithduly disrupt the member’s family life. There was some
be consistent with the Act. The Government is of the viewdebate about exactly that meant. That has been amended so
that the words are superfluous, but if it secured agreement that the Commissioner cannot transfer a member without their
the rest of the Bill we had no objection to that. Amendmeniconsent to a place beyond commuting distance from the
No. 5 relates to clause 16, which deals with the question alhember’s current place of employment, so at least there is
with whom the contracts with the Deputy Commissioner andsome check for the person being transferred.

Assistant Commissioner are held. There was some debate in Amendment No. 21 ensures that, where there is a review
respect of this provision. The other place required them to bef the informal inquiry under clause 43, the person selected
with the Premier, and this House required them to be with théo undertake that task should be chosen in a non-discretionary
Commissioner. After some debate it was resolved that theyway. There was some debate as to what a ‘non-discretionary
should remain with the Commissioner. Amendment No. 6vay’ means. The proposed amended clause is a reflection of
relates to performance standards for the positions of Deputyhat the conference believed ‘non-discretionary way’ meant,
Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners, and it has beamd we think that is probably a balanced outcome. Amend-
agreed that they be printed in tlazette ment No. 22 relates to clause 47, which simply clarifies that

Amendment No. 7 also relates to clause 16 and deals witthe Commissioner has the power to transfer people for a

what happens at the end of a contract of appointment gferiod which is both indefinite and specific rather than the
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word ‘permanent’ in the original amendment from the otherbarking at guests long after you have told them that it is all
place. That amendment simply clarifies that issue. right and that they are welcome. So, | thank the member for
Earlier | referred to processes being put into regulatiorMacKillop for that.
rather than general orders, and amendments Nos 23, 24 andAll in all, we have a good outcome. A proper balance has
25 simply pick up that principle. Amendments Nos 30 and 3lbeen struck in the control of the police force between the
relate to clause 53, which deals with selection on the basis ¢farliament and the Commissioner. | will say no more, except
merit and whether there should be appeal on the basis ¢ thank all those members who took part in the conference,
merit. The outcome from the conference is that there is nown particular Paul Holloway and Ron Roberts from the Upper
a much clearer focus on the rights under which a merit basedouse and Jennifer Rankine. | commend the recommenda-
appeal can be undertaken. It is also proposed to put tons to the Committee.
regulation before the House at a later date to impose a limit Motion carried.
so that those appeals will be required to be resolved within
two months, and that will be a positive reform for police. STATUTES AMENDMENT (MOTOR ACCIDENTS)
Many country police officers find themselves caught up in BILL
promotion appeals that last for nine months or two years, and ] S ) ]
it is proposed to restrict that through regulation to abouttwo  Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
months, which we see as a positive reform. time. o
We also wanted to ensure that an onus was placed on the The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Local Govern-
tribunal to deal with these matters quickly and also to makénent): | move: )
sure that it was not de novchearing but a hearing based on . That this Bill be now read a second time. o
information available to the selection panel. So, that hasSeek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
tidied up merit based appeals quite considerably. Essentiall{fl Hansardwithout my reading it.
the other amendments are consequential, and there really does#ﬁgvéﬂﬁqgtfddg thelotor Vehicles Acand thewrongs Acin
not need to be any further comment on those. Again, | thank,|ation to aspects of the Compulsory Third Party bodily injury
those on the conference for the way in which it was handlednsurance scheme. The Bill is aimed at reducing pressure on Third
Mr CONLON: | shall make a few comments on the Party bodily injury insurance premiums by containing the increase
conference, the Bill and the outcome. First, let me echo th# the cost of claims.

. . ; o~ InMay, the Third Party Premiums Committee forwarded a deter-
remarks of the Minister. | thank the Minister for his partICIpa_ mination to the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning which

tion in the conference. There is no doubt that those oppositgovides that as from 1 July 1998, the premium for third party bodily
talk about the Minister as leadership material; he did verynjury insurance for class 1 vehicles should be increased from $225
well. | also thank the Hon. Mr Gilfillan in another place. to $254 which is an increase of 12.9 per cent . The Treasurer

Certainly, Mr Gilfillan and the Labor Party did not agree onSubsequently issued a direction to the Board of the Motor Accident
' Commission that for the time being the premium for class 1 vehicles

everything, but our cooperation did result in a much betteg,qid be increased only to $243 an increase of 8 per cent.

Bill than the one first put before this place. It is very clear  That direction was based on the belief that the Parliament would

that the Labor Party in the Parliament brokered a good dealgree to the measures proposed in the Bill as originally drafted and
to protect the police force and the people who work as polic&/0r to being amended in the other place. Those measures are
officers. That is something with which we are pleased. Igeagned to contain the increase in the cost of third party bodily

. s . ) Q?{ury claims. If the Bill remains in its current amended form, that
might have been said in the past that the relationship betweefitection will need to be reviewed and indeed if the Bill is rejected

the police force and the Labor Party was not as good as it isntirely, the direction will need to be withdrawn and class 1

now. Certainly, | want to pay tribute to some people in thisPremiums will be raised by the full 12.9 percent. = _
H This increase is well in excess of the rate of inflation. In this

regard, because it was th‘? case that some people on this S| gtance however, the rate of inflation is largely irrelevant. The

were perhaps not as convinced as | of the need to oppose aRfdtor Accident Commission is required to meet the cost of claims

to amend this Bill. awarded by the courts. These awards are made mainly by South
It is a good speech that stiffens the backbone and théustralian courts butin some cases including the recent Blake case,

resolve of people. That speech was provided by Mr Martir*hey are made by courts in other States. The trend over time has been
Hamil Smith h ber for Waite. | Id h b or these awards to increase by much more than the rate of inflation
amifton-Smith, the member for Waite. It would have beenynqg prudent insurers are therefore obliged to estimate their claims

a great speech if that were his intention, but when he spokgability on the assumption the trend will continue.
of the need for discipline, order and so on he did more than The CTP Fund is exposed to the irresponsibility of motorists and

| ever could to stiffen the backbone of the people on this sidgcreasing damages awards. The Government takes the view that
i

. TP premiums must be retained at a reasonable level while pro-
who might not have been as sure as I. | want to thank th ding a fair level of compensation to motor vehicle accident victims.

member for Waite for that. | also want to thank the membefrherefore, consideration must be given to the competing interests of
for Mawson, who followed on from the member for Waite the affordability of premiums for the motoring public and those who
and who in a very apologetic and stumbling way pointed ougxperience the consequences of motor vehicle accidents.

; ; ; o In 1996 MAC had the lowest solvency level of any CTP Fund in
that he liked the Bill even though he did not really like it. Australia. It was barely half the Insurance and Superannuation

With that, our people were further convinced that there wag ommission minimum of 15 per cent for the private sector insurers
a need for change. and less than half the weighted average solvency of Government
Most of all, | would like to thank the fiercely independent owned schemes.

i A number of reasons can be cited for the low solvency including
member for MacKillop, because he had no doubts atall. Thg low start pointin 1988-89, poor investments returns until 1994-95

honourable member stood up in this place, told us that Wgnqa premium reduction in 1989 followed by static premiums from
were confused, that we had it completely wrong and that h@ggg-1996.
would stand by this Bill, which was a good Bill. This was It must be remembered that compensation is made from the CTP

while the Minister was saying, ‘Maybe we can have furtherfund and not from Government revenue. Therefore, contributions
: : ) b : ust meet the liabilities of the scheme and cover relevant costs. In
talks in a minute.” But not the fiercely independent membeflnggz there was a general 5 per cent increase in GTP premium,

for MacKillop: he was more hairy chested than was theeffective from 20 July, 1997. This was less than the 8.2 per cent
Government. In fact, it is a bit like the family dog that keepsdetermined by the Third Party Premiums Committee on the basis that
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legislative reform to the CTP scheme would contain claims costdegislation relating to CTP claims in relation to false and misleading
Due to the announcement of the state election the legislative reforstatements. Other States have legislated in this area.
package was notintroduced. _The insurance industry has generally acknowledged that up to 10 per
In response to the financial position of the Fund, the Motor Acci-cent of claims have a component of fraud, which, in CTP claims may
dent Commission has adopted measures aimed at ensuring tightahge from an exaggeration of injury symptoms to ‘staged accidents’.
control on the management of claims, fraud and legal fees and fasttfAC considers inclusion of specific legislative powers inihetor
settlements. Vehicles Actwould assist in deterring fraudulent conduct, and
It has also recommended that legislative action is required iprovide MAC with a more effective mechanism to reduce claims
premiums are not to increase significantly. The proposed legislativeosts and recover the costs of investigation.
amendments correct anomalies, improve the existing legislation and Therefore, clause 6 also includes provisions aimed at fraud con-
introduce new initiatives to protect the CTP fund. Some of thetro|. New section 124(6a) will make it an offence to provide false or
amendments build on, or modify, the amendments made in 1986 ms|eading information in relation to a claim for personal injuries
The Government accepts that the scheme must provide an edyrising from a motor vehicle accident. New subsection (6b) will
table range of benefits for accident victims. However, it also believeg|low recovery from the claimant of the amount of any financial
that it is possible to fine tune the scheme to ensure that money senefit that the claimant gained as a result of committing the offence
available to compensate accident victims who are seriously injuregds providing false or misleading information.

and entitled to compensation. . Clause 7 inserts a new subsection to section 124A so that a
The proposed amendments will place greater responsibility in thénging of a court regarding an insured person's incapacity to exercise
hands of road users for their own actions and in so doing shoulgtective control of a vehicle owing to the influence of intoxicating
reduce pressure on the CTP Fund. The degree to which predict¢d,,or or a drug or a blood alcohol reading will be treated as
premium increases can be moderated in the future will be determinggbierminative of that issue for the purposes of an action for recovery
by the extent to which the proposed changes are implemented. MAGy the insurer. This facilitates proof where the insurer is seeking
has recently produced new estimates of the savings which couliécovery under section 124A and avoids the need for duplication of
result from full implementation of the Bill, based on 1998 data anditers that have already been the subject of a court decision. A
obtained a check calculation from Brett & Watson, consulting acis%[nilar provision is included in clause () to facilitate proof in

tuaries on the largest component, being non-economic loss. The to{@|ation to matters arising under new section 3541 r (ib) of the
savings are now estimated at approximately $16.75m per year to tr‘Wrongs Act 9 ALy ()

CTP Fund. ; idi
: : ar. Clause 8 contains two amendments providing for an offset of
The changes provided for in the Bill: ﬁmpensaﬂon against an amount recoverable by the insurer in

increase accountability of owners, drivers, passengers, andiner accidentand to allow appropriate credit for amounts paid by
cyclists by penalising those who take unnecessary risks (eg drinff o insurer

driving) and imposing obligations on road users to take appropri- . . . .
ate measures to reduce the effects of injuries sustained in__|NEre are occasions where MAC is pursuing a recovery action
accidents by the use of seat belts and helmets; against an insured person while the same person is a CTP claim

cap high risk heads of damages beneficiary as a result of another accident. At present, MAC is
remove anomalies from existing legislation: unable to off-set the debt owing in the recovery action against the

address fraudulent and exaggerated claims and permit action gimount which may be paid in compensation for the injuries in the

; i bl her accident. As a result, the proceeds from the compensation
defend and discourage claims where such activity is suspecte ward may be disposed of despi?e an obligation by the Berson to

The Bill contains proposals aimed at controlling at benchmark levels,aet a debt owing to MAC. This makes any recovery action difficult
medical and other costs. As originally drafted and before amendmeftihen, the person claims to be without funds. New section 124AC
in the other place, the proposal was to link the fees payable for CTEiqs this problem by enabling the debt amount to be deducted from
Fund claimants to the levels payable on behalf of people with claimg " compensation award which relates to another accident. This
against WorkCover. The Government believes it is important thap, o\ision as it emerged from the other place does, however, have a
both of the major statutory funds which incur medical and treatmenfieficiency that off-setting can only occur where the compensation
expense reimbursement costs on behalf of compensable 'nlur%{&/ard is owed by MAC directly to the person owing money to MAC
parties, should be put on an equal footing as far as is practicable. Te@\ereas in most cases the damages payment is owed to an insured

g_rpfendment_s pr(}posi?d in thbel_oaher placfe W%L.‘Idlcreate an entirely, 5o "The Government proposes a rewording of this provision to
ifferent regime for the establishment of medical costs comparefloyect that deficiency.

v,\;'g;otp \Ses%ifggn Aacp;plymg to WorkCover. New section 124AD has been included to deal with the situation
where the insurer pays expenses on behalf of a claimant on an

The amendments to tiotor Vehicles Actleal with the extent : b : . .
- h A - ngoing basis. For example, credit for amounts paid progressivel
of cover provided by the CTP Fund, the relationship between |nsur$§y?v|Ag for hospital/medie:al treatment should bggivgn agutomati-y

and insured, fraud control and some procedural aspects of the CT&y rather than MAC having to stipulate an intention in each and

scheme. ; il i
In 1987 the definition of “caused by or arising out of the use of Ve claim Whe_rg Ilab|l|}3/ may be an issue. . .
Improved efficiency in the management of claims will follow

a motor vehicle” was amended to limit the scope of CTP cover b e : - ; Al -
Some concern has been expressed that the current definition may @M this provision with savings in administration costs for both the

too wide and that use of the word “collision” may include someinsurer and claimant. _ _ _
loading accidents that should not be covered by the Act. Therefore, Clause 9 of the Bill deals with the issue of medical and other
clause 5 amends the coverage of the Act to “death or bodily injurgimilar expenses incurred by injured persons following a motor
caused by or arising out of the use of a motor vehicle which is &€hicle accident. Those expenses are currently susceptible to a wide
consequence of the driving of the vehicle, the vehicle running out ofange of factors which result in inconsistencies and an inability to
control or a person travelling on a road colliding with the vehicle control charges made by providers. By comparison, the other major
when the vehicle is stationary, or action taken to avoid such &tatutory compensation fund, WorkCover is able to regulate charges
collision”. for medical services under section 32 of erkers Rehabilitation
Clause 6 inserts a new provision requiring the owner, the persofnd Compensation Act 1986.
in charge or the driver of the motor vehicle involved in an accident New section 127A provides that rates for the payment of CTP
to cooperate fully with the insurer in respect of a claim made arisingnedical expenses should be regulated. Although the insurer is not
from an accident. This includes a duty to give access to the vehiclegally obliged to pay treatment accounts until settlement of claims,
and possession, if necessary. it is the practice to do so on a progressive basis.
On occasions, the position of MAC has been prejudiced through Prescribed services are defined to reflect the position in section
the lack of cooperation of the insured. In order to be able to deter32(2) of theWorkers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1886
mine a position on liability, MAC needs to rely on information from include medical, pharmaceutical or rehabilitation services. Currently
the insured. The right to inspect the vehicle offers an opportunity tauch matters can only be challenged if the relevant personal injury
obtain information regarding the circumstances surrounding thelaim proceeds to trial. This is unsatisfactory as it interferes with an
accident. It is consistent with normal insurance practice to requir@bjective assessment being made about the merits of the personal
an insured person to cooperate with his or her insurer. injury claim and eliminates any capacity to act in the majority of
To maintain and improve the focus on fraud control, MAC hascases where a reasonable compromise has been reached under all
also recommended that specific powers should be introduced intather heads of damage.
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The Government proposes that the insurer be able to challenge The amendments to th&rongs Actdeal with the principles to
directly the cost of services of medical providers as a separate actidre used by courts when assessing damages in relation to injuries
to any personal injury claim. The existence of such aright should acrising from motor vehicle accidents.
as a deterrent. Awards for past and future economic loss are unlimited under the

An amendment moved in the other place results in this provisiopresent common law. This exposes the fund to extraordinary awards.
expiring on 1 October 1999. CTP insurance is in a class known aGor example in the recent case Bfake v Norrisa total of
long tail insurance which means that claims are paid out over a long45.9 million (reduced by 25 per cent for contributory negligence)
period of time. To ensure the Fund remains viable, it needs to be ablgas awarded at the trial, much of it for loss of earning capacity. If
to project its costs into the future with some degree of accuracythe judgment had not been corrected on appeal, and in the absence
Potential elimination of measures to bring stability to what is a majoiof reinsurance protection, the payment would have equated to ap-
cost component of CTP claims run counter to the objective oproximately $30 for each vehicle registered in South Australia.
financial stability of the CTP Fund. Whilst the Blake award was ultimately reduced to $8.9m, the risk has

New section 127B provides that the insurer must notify interestedot been eliminated. In fact the growing number of high net worth
parties whether it accepts or rejects liability within 90 days aftertourists visiting South Australia, accentuates the risk. Therefore, the
receiving any information reasonably required by it and furtherGovernment has decided to introduce a cap on these awards and so
provides that payment must be made within 30 days unless liabilitlimit the exposure of the CTP Fund.
is disputed. This is an amendment incorporated in the other place and Clause 1@a) of the Bill provides that damages for loss of future
the Government proposes to move an amendment to the Bill to deletgarning capacity must not exceed the prescribed maximum. The Bill
this provision. sets the prescribed maximum at $2 million (indexed). Amounts

The Bill also makes a minor amendment to the Act to requireabove that figure will not be recoverable. Persons in this category are
CTP premiums to be gazetted. This amendment is contained ilikely to be high income earners and many will have access to other
clause 4 and will ensure proper public notification of CTP premiumgunds for example superannuation and life insurance policies.
on an ongoing basis. An issue of major concern to the Government and many in the

The Government proposes to amend the Bill to reinstate theommunity is alcohol consumption and road use. It is arguable that
amendments originally proposed by the Bill to the Motor Vehiclesthe common law has been slow to reflect the community's disap-
Act and introduce some technical amendments to achieve the follovsroval of “drink driving” or, indeed, of travelling with “drink
ing outcomes. drivers”.

Exemplary or aggravated damages can be awarded to an injured A review of the cases involving contributions from drivers and
person as a result of the intentional or reckless wrongdoing by apassengers, where alcohol induced negligence is the cause of the
insured. These damages are in addition to compensation awarded fabtor vehicle accident, demonstrates a degree of inconsistency in
actual losses and for which insurance protection is intendedhe determinations made. Arguably, there is a degree of unwarranted
Although one of the principal purposes of these damages is to punidbniency shown towards some claimants notwithstanding the
reckless behaviour, the damages are actually paid by the CTP Furidvolvement of alcohol.

Therefore, the Government will seek to introduce an amendment A more streamlined approach to the handling of alcohol related
to exclude awards for exemplary or aggravated damages being maggses is proposed in relation to drivers and to passengers travelling
against the CTP Fund but preserves the right of an injured person ta vehicles with a driver who has been drinking. New section 35A
receive these damages from the insured personally. This proposal)(i) and(jb) set out reductions from awards in accordance with
was included in the Bill as originally drafted and was negatived inmandatory percentages, at levels of 25 per cent or 50 per cent de-
the other place. pending on the alcohol level. Such a change could act as reinforce-

The Government proposes to introduce a new technical amendrent to other drink-drive counter measures. It would also reduce
ment which will clarify the liability of the Nominal Defendant to legal argument as the decision would be based on an objective and
accept liability for the payment of medical and funeral costs for aclearly defined test.
claimant entitled to compensation and for associated matters. Presently, theRoad Traffic Actrequires persons travelling in

Another new technical amendment to be introduced will replacemotor vehicles to wear seat belts, properly adjusted. If a person 16
section 124(6a) to clarify that the giving of false evidence to theyears or older fails to do so, his or her CTP claim is reduced for
insurer may also come about from the giving of false evidence to anontributory negligence by at least 15 per cent by virtue of section
agent of the insurer. The Bill as currently drafted does not cleary85A(1)(i) of theWrongs Act
deal with cases involving agents of the insurer. Given community concerns and the degree of awareness of the

As previously discussed, a further amendment of a technicamportance of reducing the severity of injuries, the Bill increases the
nature which the Government proposes to introduce will clarify theminimum contribution for failure to wear a seat belt from 15 per cent
intention of section 124AC. to 25 per cent .

Provision in the original Bill for acquisition of a motor vehicle The Road Traffic Actlso requires cyclists (pedal or motor) to
involved in an accident was negatived in the other place and th@ear safety helmets. However, the failure to wear a helmet does not
Government proposes to move an amendment to restore the integtirrently result in an automatic reduction in a CTP claim for con-
of the Bill as it was originally drafted as well as to allow for accesstributory negligence.
to and possession of a part of a motor vehicle. This is considered an Thys, motor car occupants are penalised for failing to wear a seat
important investigative and anti-fraud measure, although its use iget, but motor cyclists and cyclists do not suffer a similar penalty
likely to be necessary only in extreme circumstances. for failing to apply what could be argued to be a similar and probably

Clause 10 of the Bill, as stated above, deals with the issue ghore important protective measure. Therefore, new paradjaph
medical and similar expenses. It was substantially amended in thgas been included to provide for a minimum reduction to apply to
other place and the Government proposes to amend it back to itgaims by persons 16 years and older who fail to wear a helmet, if
original wording for a number of reasons. a causal link is established between the extent of the injury and the

The first reason is that the original Bill dealt with the issue of failure to wear the safety helmet.
overservicing and the amended Bill does not make any provisionfor - Another factor identified by MAC as significantly increasing the
MAC to deal with overservicing. risk of injury is when persons travel in vehicles outside of the

The second reason is that the original Bill provided for common-passenger compartment (for example in the rear sections of panel
ality of rates between the two major Government users of theseans and trays of utilities) or not in seats designed to accommodate
services, being WorkCover and the CTP Fund. The Governmergassengers in vehicles which do not have a passenger compartment.
believes that in the vast majority of cases, commonality is importanTherefore, section 35A(1) is amended by the inclusion of new para-
to ensure that there is not one class of service provided to thosgraph(jc) to provide a statutory reduction of 25 per cent where a
injured in motor vehicle accidents and a different class of service gberson was the passenger in a motor vehicle but was not at the time
adifferent price provided to those injured at work. Clearly, such arwithin the passenger compartment and there is a causal connection
outcome would be highly inequitable. between the injured person's position in or on the vehicle and the

The third reason is that MAC will require a strengthened ability extent of the person's injury.
to combat overcharging and overservicing in view of the possibility ~ Section 35A(3) makes it clear when courts should calculate the
of abuse of the medical cost threshold to obtain non-economic losstatutory reduction and reflects the current practice, new subsection
awards under section 35A(1)(a) of the Wrongs Act. (3a) offers some flexibility in relation to the statutory reduction in
Wrongs Act paragraphgb) and(jc) if the person could not, in the circumstances,
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have reasonably been expected to avoid the situation giving rise Bourt has determined that a court must assess the degree of proba-

the reduction. bility that an event would have occurred or might occur and adjust
Section 35A(1{a) of theWrongs Acturrently provides thatno the award for damages to reflect the degree of probability,
damages shall be awarded for non-economic loss unless: Thus, evenif an event is not likely to have occurred, a court must

0] the injured person's ability to lead a normal life was assess the degree of probability and make an allowance for the
significantly impaired by the injury for a period of at least possibility. The consequence of this has been the payment of sub-
severdays; or stantial damages for future economic loss awards in claims where

(i) the injured person has reasonably incurred medicakhe degree of probability for such losses is slight or remote. The
expenses of at least the prescribed minimum in connecNSW Motor Accidents Act 198&cludes a provision so that an
tion with the injury...”. The prescribed minimum is cur- award for future economic loss or loss of earning capacity is only
rently set at $1,400. made where there is a 25 per cent likelihood that losses may occur.

Paragraplg) of clause 10 increases the prescribed minimum onT he Bill as introduced to the other place included a new paragraph

medical expenditure to $2,500, subject to annual CPI adjustmentéca) of section 35A(1) to provide that in assessing possibilities for

A number of proposals in the Biil as originally introduced into the purposes of assessing damages for loss of earning capacity, a

the other place were deleted or amended in that place. Theossibility is not to be taken into account in the injured person’s
Government proposes to reverse those amendments. Details of tf@vour unless the injured person satisfies the court that there is at

key amendments are provided below. least a 25 percent likelihood of its occurrence. The Government will
The first relates to section 35A(#) of the Wrongs Actthe  introduce an amendment to restore this intent. i
current provisions of which I have just described. The fourth amendment relates to damages for loss of consortium

The Government has been advised that claims which ar&hich are paid pursuant to section 33 of Weongs Act, 193@nd
relatively trivial often satisfy the current legislative requirement of compensate a spouse for the loss of services which would have been
seven days significant impairment or $1,400 for medical expenseg?ndered by the injured person. The amount of compensation that can
The Bill, as originally drafted, before amendment in the other placé@ awarded for loss of consortium is unlimited, but damages awarded
increased the threshold from 7 days to 6 months. This was deletd@ an injured person for non-economic loss are capped by the 0-60
in the other place. The Government's position is that this amendmeMYrongs Acscale. ) . )
is the major generator of savings under the Bill and believes itis  The Bill as originally introduced into the other place provided for
essential that a reasonable extension to the 7 day threshold must®#ards for loss of consortium, relating to motor vehicle accidents,
agreed if appropriate savings are to be achieved through thi® be regulated by section 35A of tiiérongs Actind not to exceed
legislation. The Government therefore proposes to move afour times State average weekly earnings as a lump sum. The
amendment to the Bill to restore the original proposal that thé>overnment proposes to restore this provision through an amend-
threshold should be increased from 7 days to 6 months and that tf@ent. ) ) . .
impairment definition should include the word “seriously” in Ano_ther series of am_endments will restore the intent of the Bill
addition to the wording in the current Act which provides for the before it was amended in the other place. This intent related to the
definition to include only the word “significantly”. reductions for drink driving, seatbelts, safety helmets, and passenger

In addition, as explained above, paragrdgyof clause 10 in- compartments. The original intention was that the prescribed

creases the prescribed minimum on medical expenditure to $2,509€rcentages should apply unless the court believed that a higher
subject to annual CPI adjustments. percentage should apply. Itis considered by the Government that the

Satisfaction of either the medical test or the threshold period ofOUrts should have this discretion and that the measure is necessary

impairment allows payment of pain and suffering damages. Thé&? achieve the level of claims cost savings and hence premium
proposal to increase the threshold period to 6 months has been d&ductions considered appropriate by the Government.
scribed by some as being mean spirited, and yet in NSW in 1995, the The provisions previously described are considered to be integral
threshold was increased to 12 months from 6 months. to an overall package of cost saving measures—a package relied on
It is important to note that this provision does not impact upontY the Government when it directed MAC to hold the premium
the rights of claimants to be compensated for medical and care costdcrease effective 1 July at 8 per cent instead of the 12.9 per cent
loss of earnings and other economic loss heads of damage. ~ approved by the independent Third Party Premiums Committee.
The second is for nervous shock which is a recognised psychfccordingly the Government will be seeking to have the amend-
atric illness which may be compensable even though no physicd€nts introduced in the other place negatived.
injury has been sustained. The difficulty with these cases is thatthe The Bill and proposed amendments will not operate retro-
limits of entitlement to damages are not easy to set and there gPectively and will apply to causes of action that arise after the
potentially a grey area between nervous shock and grief. SectigfPmmencement of the Act.
35A(1)(c) of theWrongs Actvas inserted in 1986 and amended the | commend the Bill.

law relating to nervous shock caused by or arising out of a motor Explanation of Clauses
vehicle accident. PART 1
The provision limits the class of claimants to: _ PRELIMINARY
(i)  parents, spouses or children of persons killed, injured or_Clause 1: Short title
endangered in motor accidents, or This clause is formal.
(i)  persons actually present, injured or endangered at the Clause 2: Commencement ]
scene of a motor accident. This clause provides for commencement on a day to be fixed by

However, despite these limitations, it is considered that the cTmroclamation. .
Fund remains unreasonably exposed. For example, there is doubt as Clause 3: Interpretation . L i
to whether or not damages for nervous shock can be awarded whel8is clause is the standard interpretation provision included in
a communication about the accident was the only link between th&tatutes Amendment measures.
accident and the nervous shock. It is also arguable that damages PART 2
could be awarded not only to those who witness an accident person- ~ AMENDMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES ACT 1959
ally or receive news of the accident personally, but also to those who Clause 4: Amendment of s. 5—Interpretation
receive news via the media. If damages can be awarded in suchTéis clause amends the definition of "premium’ to require premiums
situation, there would be a significant increase in the number ofletermined by the insurance premium committee to be published in
potential claimants who were not previously considered in premiunthe Gazette
setting calculations. Clause 5: Amendment of s. 99—Interpretation
The Bill as introduced to the other place proposed to amend th&his clause amends the meaning of “caused by or arising out of the
current provision to tighten the law so that compensation is limitedise of a motor vehicle" for the purposes of Part 4 and schedule 4 of
to persons at the scene, or, family members who sustained nervotige Act.
shock as a result of being at the scene or immediate aftermath of a Clause 6: Amendment of s. 124—Duty to co-operate with insurer
motor vehicle accident. The Government will propose an amendmerTthis clause imposes a duty on a person who was the owner, driver
to restore this provision. or person in charge of a motor vehicle at the time of an accident
The third deals with assessment of the loss of earning capacityaused by or arising out of the use of the vehicle and resulting in
of an injured person. Courts rely on assessments being made of death or bodily injury to a person to co-operate fully with the insurer
individual's employment prospects following an injury. Where it is in respect of a claim in respect of the accident. In the case of the
uncertain or hypothetical that such a loss may eventuate, the Higbwner, the duty includes giving the insurer access to the vehicle and,
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if required, possession of the vehicle, on reasonable terms and SOUTHERN STATE SUPERANNUATION

conditions. _ ) (MERGER OF SCHEMES) AMENDMENT BILL
The clause also makes it an offence for a person to give any
information to the insurer that the person knows is material to such ; ;
a claim and is false and misleading. If an amount is paid to a Adjou.med debate on second reading.
claimantin connection with a claim and the claimant is found guilty ~ (Continued from 9 July. Page 1436.)
of the offence of giving false or misleading information to the
insurer, the person who made the payment will be entitled torecover Mr FOLEY (Hart): The Opposition supports the Bill.
from the claimant the amount of any financial benefit that thewe were briefed by Government officers on this piece of

claimant gained from the commission of the offence together with . i c[4ti itic ofi
such costs in connection with the claim as the court considenseg|3|aﬂ9n some weeks ag.o.bUt’ nonetheless, it is still fresh
appropriate. in my mind. In short, the Bill is a further reform of superan-

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 124A—Recovery by the insurer Nuation legislation in South Australia. Effectively, we are (I
This clause amends the Act to provide for a finding of a court inShould not be presumptuous and say ‘we’, because it s still
proceedings for an offence as to— 3Y2 years before | will be able to say that—

the insured person’s incapacity to exercise effective control of The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting:

the vehicle at the time of the motor accident owing to the  Mr FOLEY: Bad luck about the redistribution, Malcolm.

influence of intoxicating liquor oradrug;or As you are a former economics lecturer, | will probably offer

itggufe"é‘czr:é?;!g%lgg g'gfgﬁe‘ t?r;eesg?ir:g %%?og]alltzhcl:litcriisn tOf theyou a consultancy or two; your expertise as a former Minister
P X could be of use to me as Treasurer. | refer to the Govern-

to be treated as determinative of the issue in an action by the insur , o .
to recover from the insured person any money paid or costs incurre%ﬁents existing scheme, the SSBS scheme, which has been

by the insurer in respect of any liability incurred by the insuredwith us for some time. Members would recall that some years

person against which the insured person is insured under Part 4 ajo now (but not that long ago) we introduced the Triple S
the Act where the insured person has contravened or failed to compycheme, the new superannuation scheme in South Australia,
W'ﬂg‘ termso_flthe Fi_OI'Cy fOf '”i‘;f:ée' 41240 which is a market based superannuation fund. The member-
ause ©: Insertion of ss. 124AL anc ship of that scheme is roughly 4 500 public servants. The vast
124AC. Offset of compensation against amount recoverable b%ulk of members have been members of the SSBS scheme

insurer ith this legislation, the G t is end ing t
TheproposedsectionallowsaninsurertoapplythewholeoWI IS legisiation, the Lovernment IS endeavouring 1o

part of an amount that would otherwise be payable by the insurdn€rge the two schemes so that there is one market funded
to a person in respect of a claim in respect of death or bodilyscheme—the Triple S scheme—and so that members of the
injured caused by or arising out of the use of a motor vehicle t.§SBS scheme can roll over into the Triple S scheme,
meet an amount recoverable by the insurer from the person undgbmething which the Opposition believes to be eminently
Part 4 of the Act in relation to another accident. - - .
124AD. Credit for payment of expenses by insurer sensible. Although investors |n.the SSBS spheme had a
’ i . e%uaranteed rate of return, they will be moving into a scheme
The proposed section provides for the amount of any damag hich is market based. This will make that scheme consistent
payable to a claimant as expenses incurred as a result of death'tf .
bodily injury caused by or arising out of the use of a motorWith other superannuation funds and products on the market.
vehicle to be reduced by the amount paid by an insurer to oron | assume, pending the Federal Government's legislation
behalf of the claimant for such expenses. in respect of investment choice, that at least three products
Clause 9: Insertion of s. 127A ~ will be available under this new scheme: a capital guaranteed
127A. C‘t’”t.ro.' of dmed'ca' services and charges for medicakynd, a balanced fund and, for those who are prepared to back
Ser\{_'ﬁes ° |nJurF; pert;ons ides les of ch ¢ bthe market a little more, an aggressive fund. | assume that
€ broposed section provides 101 scales of charges 1o &were will also be the opportunity for a spread of those funds.

prescribed for prescribed services (being services of a kin ; e A
referred to in section 32 of thé/orkers Rehabilitation and At this stage, | indicate that the Opposition does support the

Compensation Act 1936endered to persons who have suffered Bill.
bodily injury caused by or arising out of the use of a motor  There is one other element of the fund which is very

vehicle. The section makes it an offence for a person wh iR S
provides prescribed services to an injured person, knowing thg'fsefUI and which is a very good initiative, namely, new

the injury has been caused by or arisen out of the use of a mot&ection 33A, which provides a new disability pension. |
vehicle, to charge more than the amount allowed under the pradnderstand that employees of the Public Service who are
scribed scale for the services. Proceedings for an offence may natembers of this scheme and who are off work for more than

be commenced unless liability to damages in respect of the injunge month will be able to apply to the superannuation scheme
has been accepted by or established against an insured person or

the insurer. Proceedings for an offence may be commenced &d receive up to two-thirds of their salary for a period of up
any time within 12 months after liability to damages has beenséo 18 months. That will be at a cost to the scheme—a
accepted or established. The section will expire on 1 Octoberelatively reasonable cost, | would argue—of $1.30 a week.

1999. That is a very good initiative and something for which the
PART 3 Government should be congratulated. It adds to the benefits
AMENDMENT OF WRONGS ACT 1936 available to employees of the Public Service and | think—
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 35A—Motor accidents Mr Hill: Don't get too carried away.

This clause amends the rules that apply in the assessment of damagespr FOLEY: No—
for personal injury caused by or arising out of the use of a motor Members ihterjecting'

vehicle. . .
PART 4 Mr FOLEY: We won’'t move into that one. Itis a useful
TRANSITIONAL PROVISION addition. It is quite an affordable disability pension and it is
Clause 11: Transitional provision a useful reform. This might not be exciting legislation for my

This clause provides that an amendment made by this measure d leagues and the community butitis an important piece of

not affect a cause of action, right or liability that arose before thd'€form legislation. Superannuation policy is changing rapidly
commencement of the amendment. around the nation. We need to have in our State superannua-

tion products and schemes that are at the leading edge in
Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. terms of what they offer. Public servants in the employ of the
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State should be able to access a scheme that offers a goblelieve that this measure will be of real benefit to those
return on their investment. The least we can do in governmemublic servants who have been members of the SSBS scheme,
is to ensure that we provide a good scheme, one which is particular, which numbers 100 000 (70 000 active members
competitive and which, hopefully, is operating in the topand 30 000 preserved members). It will give them some
percentile of the performing funds. Of course, | am mindfulchoice in their decision making and how their investment is
of the need to be aware of the Government guarantee thattis be structured, and | believe it will provide a real benefit to
implicit in the scheme and the underwriting of it. | think it is those members. | thank the member for Hart for his contribu-
a useful reform, and the Opposition has no trouble irtion and support.
supporting it. Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): As the member for Hart has Clauses 1 and 2 passed.
said, this debate is not likely to excite many people anywhere. Clause 3.
Itis not my intention to cause any further excitement than the Mr FOLEY: | say at the outset that the Minister may not
honourable member has already caused by his contributiobe able to answer my questions today: perhaps they can be
However, let me make it plain that as, in a general way, theaken on notice and Mr Owens or a member of the board of
matter of superannuation in this State is before the Parliamefunds SA can provide the answers later. During the Estimates
now, this is an appropriate occasion for me to make som€ommittee, | asked the Treasurer, in respect of the Triple S
remarks about it. In particular, | draw attention to what Ischeme, what was the weighting in the various investment
consider to be a rort by those longer serving members aflasses. From memory, | think he said that, at that stage, the
Parliament. We were all invited to transfer from the oldscheme was approximately 83 per cent weighted in equities.
superannuation fund to the new fund, and | believe that we do not think | asked whether they were Australian or
ought not expect to receive any increase in pay as membeifternational equities: | suspect it would have been a mixture
of Parliament unless we do. | suggest to members that theyf both.
should do so and that the amendments to the legislation that Whilst | am mindful of the fact that superannuation
will enable that to happen ought to be made to extend the dat&hemes are long-term investments and that one should not
for their transfer. shy away from equities markets based on the long-term

| do not think members of Parliament ought to expect thahature of these funds, given that we are on most assessments
they can stay in the privileged position that they haveof investment communities entering a difficult period where
currently made for themselves. | have held those viewsve have already seen extreme volatility on the Dow Jones
privately, and | now put them on the public record. | putand the All Ordinaries—we are perhaps in some eyes ending
members of Parliament on notice that, if they have been herghat has been a fairly lengthy solid run on the market in
for longer than two terms, they will be invited, if they want terms of growth in recent years—I wonder whether Funds SA
more pay rises, to shift into the new scheme under the ternisas given some thought to reducing the exposure in equities.

of the legislation that | will introduce. If so, is the Minister able to advise the Committee of the
o _ proposed re-allocation of the investment profile in the light
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, of what could be uncertain times in Asia and the full value of

Children’s Services and Training): | thank the Opposition markets in perhaps America and elsewhere?
for its support for this Bill. | agree that it is a move inthe  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the honourable member
right direction. The Bill provides for a market determined rateindicated, | do not have that information with me at this stage,
of return to be paid on all accounts held in respect obut | will take that question on notice and seek an answer
members. That will be of particular advantage for SSBSrom the manager of the fund.
members, because until now they have been locked into the Mr FOLEY: It seems to me that the Triple S scheme has
South Australian Finance Authority 10 year bond rate ofhad a small membership in comparison with the
return on their superannuation. By moving into this mergedsSBS scheme. This has not necessarily been an issue but, as
scheme, those members should see an improved rate |ohdicated in my second reading contribution, at the end of
return. the day Funds SA had the benefit of a Government guarantee
Another advantage of this scheme is that members canith the Government being ultimately the underwriter of the
choose the investment that they wish to undertake. There witlind. It may be, particularly in the light of the guaranteed
also be a removal of the underlying guaranteed investmeméturn on the SSBS scheme, that Funds SA could afford to be
return of CPI plus 4 per cent over the period of membershipa little more aggressive than normal. | am not questioning
As the member for Hart indicated, there will be the introduc-Funds SA: | am merely exploring the fact that, at the end of
tion of a disability pension for contributing members of two- the day, Funds SA is underpinned by a significant Govern-
thirds of salary paid for a period of up to 18 months. Thirdly,ment guarantee.
there will be a common level of insurance benefit upon death | would like some further comments from the board of
or invalidity irrespective of whether the member contributesFunds SA (through the Minister) on how it will manage a
The amount of insurance available will be prescribed invery large market fund which ultimately the taxpayer is
regulations and at a level that is consistent with private sectamderwriting or sustaining with a guarantee. How aggressive-
schemes. That is also an advantage to members of thigwill it pitch its products? Whilst | support a market based
merged scheme. fund, one that is able to offer an aggressive format, | would
Members will also be able to purchase additional levelde interested in hearing how it will manage that without
of insurance, if required, and that will give them someunnecessarily exposing taxpayers.
flexibility. There will be the future introduction of a post-  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Similarly to the honourable
retirement investment facility to assist members of themember’s last question, we will seek some advice from
scheme and any other scheme established for public sectBunds SA and provide an answer in due course.
employees in providing retirement income options. Allinall,  Clause passed.
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Clause 4. River is named after an Aboriginal word; ‘Bookmark’ is, in

Mr FOLEY: Clearly, there is a lot in the Bill on which fact, a corruption of ‘black mud’, for the benefit of members,
I have been briefed. | understand that the Public Servicevho | am sure will be grateful for that piece of information.
Association has been intimately involved with the preparation The biosphere’ as the second reading exp|anati0n states,
of this piece of legislation and, indeed, is quite supportive ofs a concept rather than a piece of land. It may take members
it. | feel confident that there is nOthing else in the |egi3|ati0na little time to understand this’ but a number of pieces of land

which requires my further scrutiny. are associated with the biosphere, some of them reserves
Clause passed. operating under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, others
Clauses 5 to 21 passed. involving private property and others under different sorts of
Clause 22. tenure. So, it is a concept, an idea, dealing with a large tract

Ms KEY: Unless | have missed something, | was notof land which has multiple owners. It was established, as |
aware that there was a retrenchment policy in the Publignderstand it, in the 1970s under the non-PC title, ‘Man and
Service. Is this an indication of a new industrial affairsthe Biosphere’, which was a United Nations program. Itis a
provision which will be available in the State Government,unique piece of South Australia which is contributing a great
or are we talking about people who take so-called voluntargeal to the protection of the environment in that area. Those
retirement? | note that there is a retirement provision in thessociated with it, in particular the trust, should be congratu-
Bill, and I know that targeted separation packages are vemated on the work they are doing.

common in the Public Service, especially with today's  aq|ynderstand it, the amendments seek to do two things:
Government in office. Could the Minister explain the statusg;s; 19 allow the trust, which has been established under the
of ‘retrenchment’ in relation to this Bill and State public At the power to operate in relation to land other than that
sector employees? which is national parks or reserves land. | gather there is a

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Inanswer to the honourable it ynder the current Act that would prevent it from doing
member’s question, it is not introducing any new benefit inings that are beneficial to the overall biosphere if they did
terms of retrenchment. But, under Commonwealth legislationy iy, rejation to land which is not part of national parks land.
when a roll-over occurs and there is retrenchment, thé it is there to deal with the whole biosphere, it should be
employee can be paid out under the scheme. Al superannuse 1o deal with all those pieces of land.

tion schemes have a retrenchment factor within them. This . .
is not introducing any new retrenchment factor at all. Secondly, the Bill amends the Act so that it makes clear

that any trust established under the National Parks and
Clause passed. Wildlife Act is able to enter into a contract for the purchase
Clause 23. fland. | understand th h lated doing thi
Ms KEY: | wonder whether | could get clarification about ofland. | understand that trusts have contemplated doing this
how this wiil work in relation to someone on WorkCover on ' the past, but some Crown Law advice suggests that they
may be doing it illegally. This would clarify what hitherto

%‘Erg%-g?meb\?vzs-t (;Acl)sr?r’()l:naw%ﬁ?kwshzcttggee dr?glggiiv\gge veryone assumed trusts have been able to do, that is, acquire
) y nd. Itis of particular moment in the case of the Bookmark

as a journey accident, involving someone injured or delayeg i . o

from work—would that person, if a member of the scheme',['OSphe.re because, as | understandllt, the Chlca}go Z00- and
S S . X > surprised me when | learned this—is wanting to give

be eligible for disability pension under this clause? $1 million to the trust to purchase land to construct an

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: It is payable on an accident . : : . :
or a disability, but new subsection 7(b) refers to ‘a period inmterpretlve centre outside the biosphere. In order for it to be

respect of which the member is entitled to weekly pa mentable to do that, the amendment 1o the Act needs to go
p N Y pay rough. The Opposition supports the Bill, and | intimate that

of workers compensation’, so the person concerned cannpgy - ask some questions in Committee

receive both. Those receiving workers compensation through '

XVVSITkCover cannot receive the entitlement through here as The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): I, t00, strongly

MsKEY: If a person were receiving a Centrelink support this legislation. As | have explained to the House on

payment or had a payment available through what was th§ number of occasions, | am supportive of the excellent work

social security system, how would that affect this clause an €ing carried out at Bookmark..ln fact, | had the plgas.u.re of
pay-out? eing there last Wednesday whilst on my way to a significant

. . function at the Scotia Sanctuary. | was able to hitch aride, as
ETaeuggg.a'!s.sd BUCKBY: That has no impact at all, it_were, with members of the staff from Bookmark, and thgy
Remaining claljses (24 t0 33) and title passed kindly gave me a bed atsome rldlculou§ hour of the morning
) S ) when we were returning. However, it was an excellent
Bill read a third time and passed. opportunity to again be informed of what is being achieved

NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE (BOOKMARK at Bookmark.

BIOSPHERE TRUST) AMENDMENT BILL As | have said before, they are very fortunate in that they
have extremely dedicated staff. The number of staff has

Adjourned debate on second reading. grown significantly. They are all very dedicated and experi-
(Continued from 5 August. Page 1674.) enced people. Bookmark has about four trainees who are

helping, and it seems to be a place where young people from

Mr HILL (Kaurna): The Opposition supports this overseas come to learn and contribute as well. | was interest-

legislation. As | understand it, the amendments are technicald to learn that one of the young people at Bookmark became

amendments to make the Act do what people in the pasiware through the Internet of what the biosphere was about

thought in fact it could do. The Bookmark biosphere, asand what the trust and the staff were doing and made some

members will no doubt know, is named after the Bookmarkinquiries and, as a result, that person is now spending some
River in the Riverland area of the State, and the Bookmarkime there helping.
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As | have indicated previously, one of the successridge in the Paringa paddock. It is an ideal site as it will
stories—and it is a huge success story for Bookmark—is theapture many people on their way into South Australia and
fact that they have been able to attract a significant amoutiso on the way out.
of support from overseas and from foundations within The environment incentive will also go a long way
Australia. It is to the credit of Pamela Parker, Pat Foremamowards promoting the philosophy and the work that is being
and others who have been involved and who have gone odbne by the people from the Bookmark biosphere, the
seeking this funding. As the member for Kaurna indicatedBookmark Trust and all the volunteers from the community
it goes back to the early days of Bookmark, when thewvho have put in an exceptional effort out at the Bookmark
McCormick/Deering Foundation in the United States,biosphere. It will be a gateway to what we are doing here in
associated with the Chicago Zoological Society, made &outh Australia in relation to environmental rehabilitation
contribution of some $US400 000 towards the purchase of thend it will show that we in South Australia, and particularly
Calperum pastoral lease and at that time expressed an interts Riverland area, are committed to the rehabilitation of our
in contributing to the environment centre. In fact, theenvironmental areas and also to sustainable development, so
foundation agreed to contribute $US800 000 to this projecthat we are able to economically sustain environmental
Since that time, three foundations—the Potter Foundation artojects not just for the sake of the environment but also for
I am not sure of the other two—have contributed significanthe sake of the communities that live within that environment.
funds as well. They have received funds through the NHT, It has been four years and the environment centre still has
and altogether it is very promising for the centre that will benot been built. However, it is on its way, and we are very
able to be built as a result of these amendments being passédppy to see that. The community will be encouraged once

| do not want to take up the time of the House other tharconstruction commences on this environment centre. It has
to again commend the trust—an excellent group of peopléeen along, hard haul for many of the members of the trust—
who work in a voluntary capacity. It always impresses men particular, Bob Twyford and Pamela Parker, who have
when | learn of the distance that many of the members of thboth worked very hard—and we look forward to seeing the
trust have to travel from Adelaide up to Renmark and to othefirst dirt turned.
places to participate in trust meetings. They are certainly Out at the Bookmark biosphere itself, it is remarkable to
dedicated. The other great thing is that the centre will be builsee a group of people who work so hard for such a good
just out of Renmark. It is an excellent site, and | will leave itcause, and the philosophy behind the Bookmark biosphere to
to the member for Chaffey to explain the benefits that willincorporate not only National Parks and Wildlife and State
come to the local district and the Riverland, because it wilparklands but also private land owners within the Bookmark
be a great asset for the area. It will be a great tourist asset apflilosophy must be commended. Itis an area of about 6 000
a great educational asset. It will be great not only for the Statequare kilometres, | believe—
but also for Australia, because | find amazing the amount of Mr Brokenshire: It's 6 060.
interest that is being shown in Bookmark from countries all Mrs MAYWALD: It is 6 060 square kilometres, and it
around the world, particularly those that have biosphereencompasses many private properties as well as the national
within their own boundaries. One of these days when | retir@nd State park areas. It is remarkable to see that so many
I will make it my business to travel around the world and topeople have not only a vested interest but also a very personal
look at and learn more about the biospheres that are develojprerest in maintaining and rehabilitating our environment.
ing in different parts of the world. Indeed, | am looking Over the years, the Riverland has certainly changed its
forward to doing that. attitude and, in particular, many of the irrigators and those

Lastly, it would be remiss of me not to say that—and Iwho are working the land are working harder towards
was just explaining this to the Minister—while | was up at sustainability into the future. Gone are the days when the
Bookmark last week, | was given a number of copies of thevater used to be poured on and no thought given to the
Bookmark biosphere brief that was put together by theconsequences. In addition to the Bookmark biosphere, there
Murray Pioneer Deciding that it would like to tell the are many other local action planning groups—the River
community more about Bookmark, it put together anMurray Water Catchment Board, Wetlands Care Australia,
excellent publication, simply slipping it into the edition of the Land Care; the list is endless—which are working very hard
Murray Pioneerthat went out in April this year, as an in the Riverland, and | am very proud to represent that area
endorsed information guide to the Bookmark biosphereind to be part of a community that has such a responsible
reserve as it stands today. Thurray Pioneeris to be outlook to the future of our environment.
commended for that. | have a whole pile of copies in my As we move along and the years go by, there is one
office and will distribute them afterwards. | am sure that anyconsideration that | believe cannot be overlooked, which is
member who has any interest in Bookmark and what it ighat those members of the Bookmark Biosphere Trust and
about would be very welcome to make inquiries or to visit thethose who are working out at the Bookmark biosphere really
site. Indeed, it would be a worthwhile exercise for membersieed to make sure that they do not lose sight of the import-
to visit Bookmark, where they would be made very welcomeance of the community involvement in the Bookmark
| strongly support this legislation. biosphere. | believe it is imperative that that continued

community involvement is part of the ongoing biosphere

Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): | also rise to support this philosophy.
legislation and commend those of the Bookmark biosphere The other aspect of the biosphere—and | know that
who have worked so hard to get this environment centrenembers of this place briefly mentioned it earlier—is that the
operating. The environment centre goes back about four yeaBookmark biosphere is well known in this place and in
when they first started looking at this project as one thatertain pockets of the Riverland, but it is better known
would provide an opportunity for people to know what theoverseas than it is here in our own State. | believe that, if you
Bookmark biosphere was all about. The proposed site for thevalked through the streets of Adelaide and asked people what
environment centre is just on the western side of the Paringhie Bookmark biosphere was, most people would wonder
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whether you were talking about a bookmark, or to whichenhancement of the environment. It has continued to clean up
book you were referring. There has been a considerableaterways and to prevent and improve current degradation
amount of effort to try to increase this publicity, but | believein that region so that there can be sustainable farming
that it is up to each and every one of us to get out there analctivities not only right around the biosphere area but further
really tell people about the good work that is being done atlown into South Australia. The building of an interpretive
the biosphere and to back up and support that publicity. centre near Paringa will be a real asset to the whole of the

I suppose | should not really admit this but, having movedAustralian community, but particularly those people from
back to the Riverland only 3% years ago, | had never eveBouth Australia who frequent the Riverland area.
heard of the Bookmark biosphere until then. | believe that we | encourage all members of Parliament to visit the area and
need to focus on how we can make people aware of the goddok at this biosphere reserve. Perhaps we should be setting
work that is being done here in South Australia and the factip some other biosphere reserves in South Australia. | can
that this is a world heritage area. The environmental centrthink of some other areas where this also could be done so
that is proposed is on an extremely busy road, being the mathat we guarantee long-term opportunities for the protection
road from Adelaide to Sydney, and | believe that that will beof the environment and, at the same time, as the Deputy
a huge asset in the promotion of the Bookmark biosphere arféremier would always be keen to support, guarantee sustain-
the work that is being done here in South Australia. | supporable agriculture to further grow the economic base of South
the legislation and look forward to work on the Bookmark Australia. | have much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
Biosphere Environment Centre starting very soon.

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | gather that the Heritage): | certainly thank members for their very positive
member for Kaurna will also be keen to talk on this Bill in contributions to the Bill. | certainly appreciate the individual
respect of the Bookmark Biosphere Trust. | will not spend toccontributions in terms of members’ knowledge of the area
much time on it but— and therefore their respect for what the Bookmark biosphere

An honourable member: He's already spoken. is attempting to do. Picking up some comments of the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: |am very disappointed that | was member for Chaffey with regard to the necessity to look at
not present to hear the member for Kaurna’s contribution bugontinuing community involvement, this is an extremely
I will read it with a great deal of interest, because | am surdmportant matter because it relates to the future of any
that the contribution was solid. | had the privilege of beingconservation project, and its security and longevity will be
the parliamentary secretary for the past Minister, the Hondetermined totally on the continued support of members of
David Wotton, for about 18 months, and during that time Ithe entire community involved with any of our conservation
learnt quite a lot about the Bookmark biosphere. In fact, ifrograms, particularly in this area of our State which, to a
fascinated me so much when | saw reports coming throug#legree, is fairly isolated. It does take the volunteers many
the office of the Environment Minister that | took my family hours of travel to participate in aspects of protecting the
and some friends up to the Danggali Conservation Park télifferent conservation aspects of the biosphere.
have a first-hand look at part of the Bookmark biosphere, and The second area mentioned by the member for Chaffey is
we spent some time camping in that area. that there are many people within the State who would not be

I would recommend to my colleagues that they go up ther@ware of the Bookmark biosphere. | was pleased to look
and look at the facilities that are available in the Danggalfhrough the list of people that the Hon. David Wotton
Conservation Park and which are continually being improvedrovided, which was put together by thurray Pioneer
through the current Minister, by making sure that adequatBecause it talks about the fact that education is playing a big
accommodation is available. Accommodation is not onlyPartin the Bookmark biosphere. Riverland schools have been
available in some of the houses that are there on Crown larf@king children to different areas of the Bookmark and, in
but there is also the opportunity to camp in the wonderfupome instances, schools have been adopting various areas in
shearing quarters at Chowilla, where the citrus orchards aré)e Bookmark, making them their specific projects. | agree

and where they still do a lot of their shearing on the banks ofith the point made by the member for Chaffey that perhaps
one of the branches to the main river. a great deal more education and awareness is hecessary for

Itis a fantastic part of South Australia and it is a magnifi-People in this State to understand exactly what the Bookmark

cent natural environment. As the member for Chaffey hagiosphere is all about. The benefit is that schoolchildren, who
said, there is a partnership now between the environment arfde of course the future conservationists, are now being made
natural heritage agency of Government, the community an@l Pig part of what the Bookmark biosphere is doing. I am
the friends not only from the area which the member forPléased to recognise that. .
Chaffey represents but also people from my electorate—and The conservation and land management efforts within
indeed probably a lot of people from the districts of otherSouth Australia’s internationally recognised Bookmark
members go up there as friends of that area to protect arfiosphere will certainly be advanced and expanded through
enhance what is offered. Of course, the property owners aldfis piece of legislation. The National Parks and Wildlife
make up the other aspect of that partnership. (Bookmark Bpsphere Trust) Amendm(_ant Bill will enable_the

| refer to the Bookmark biosphere brief printed by therust to establish and operate an environment centre in the
Murray Pioneer | know, from the times that | have spent in Rlverla}nd for educative and research purposes.'The legisla-
the Riverland, that thélurray Pioneerdoes a great job of tion will also enable the trust to develop environmental
marketing the region. On the front page there is a quote whicifitiatives in partnership with all the interested parties within

I would like recorded irHansard as follows: the 6 060 square kilometre biosphere.
Tell me and | will forget; show me and | m|ght remember; ThIS IS the fIrSt time In AUStI’aha thata bIOSphel’e haS been
involve me and | will understand. recognised in legislation and, in taking this step, the State

| believe that that summarises what the Bookmark biospher@overnment is demonstrating its very strong support for this
reserve is all about. It allows for sustainable protection andoncept. The Bookmark biosphere has been heralded as an
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international model for the management of sensitive and Mr HILL: |am curious why clause 3 is needed. | would
environmentally significant areas which are subject to a rangeave thought that, once subsection (1a) had been included,
of private, Government and community land uses. Thehe original words ‘The functions of a trust are subject to this
6 060 square kilometre biosphere currently comprises som&ct’ would include subsection (1a), making the amendment
21 areas of national park reserve, pastoral leases, Nation@dundant. Will the Minister explain the basis of the amend-
Trust land, local government reserves and private land. ment?

It contains some of Australia’s most critical Mallee wild ~ The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: If | understand the honourable
life and wilderness and is home to a number of endangeretiember’s question correctly, it was a matter of drafting to
species, including one of the nation’s rarest birds, the blacknake quite clear exactly what we were doing. The striking
eared miner. This legislation will help ensure the ongoingout of that provision brings in the insertion of the following
investment by the Chicago Zoo, about which members haveubsection, which then clearly identifies the very specifics
talked, and the Australian Landscape Trust in this environthat are required to be adapted to the biosphere program.
mentally significant part of our State. The Biosphere program Mr HILL: That is a nice, trite explanation, but it is a
aims to promote and foster international networkingredundant clause. | do not object to it, but it seems to be a
conservation of species, environmental research and monitareaningless clause.
ing, sustainable land use, landscape planning, community Clause passed.
involvement, education and training. The trust has gained Clause 4.
considerable support for its activities from State, Common- Mr HILL: | ask a clarifying question for the record; |
wealth and local governments and certainly from privatehink | know the answer already. As | understand it, this
persons and philanthropic organisations, both national anglause will affect any trust which operates under the National
international. Parks and Wildlife Act, not just the Biosphere Trust.

I acknowledge the extremely hard work of people like  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: That is correct.

Pamela Parker, Pat Foreman, Bob Twyford and the complete Clause passed.

network of hundreds of volunteers who spend considerable Title passed.

time ensuring that the biosphere operates to the best possible Bjll read a third time and passed.

objective of ecological sustainability. This project is certainly

a great example of how we can successfully combine nature PRIMARY INDUSTRY FUNDING SCHEMES
conservation with land use for economic gain. | am sure it is BILL

a model which will be increasingly adopted throughout

Australia and the world. Once again, | thank members for Adjourned debate on second reading.

their unanimous contributions and their support for the Bill.  (Continued from 1 July. Page 1225.)

Bill read a second time. Lo
In Committee. Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): This

Clause 1 passed. BI!| provides a mechanism by which rural industries may
Clause 2 raise funds through a levy plac_ed on_me_mbers of that
M HILL'. Fi | refer brief] heM Pi industry. Two notably successful industries in South Aust-
" {1 - |r|st, dre efr riefly to t urral\%/ Clgnger ralia and Australia generally, that is, mining and agriculture,
which you circulated a few minutes ago, Mr Chairman, e ysed research and developmentto further their industry
because | wish to correct something | said earlier. | said th

. thalg create new industries and value add their primary
the Bookmark biosphere was named after Bookmark Rivef o ce. The funding for this research and development has
but, according to this, it was named after Bookmark Station

o come from both within the industry itself and from Govern-

| make that clear for the record. Why was the Minister So,an¢ harticularly in the case of agriculture, which has been
part|pular in “{"”.““9 it the Boo!<mark Biosphere Trust’ and strongly supported by Government funding throughout its
not just the ‘biosphere trust' so that other subsequenfigiory” indeed, | strongly support all sorts of funding for
biospheres which may be formed and which have trusts CaRgearch and development, whether corporate, industry or
be caught by the legislation as well? . ) public. I am still a firm believer in Government’s continuing

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The Bookmark biosphere is the yegearch and development, because there is a great and

only biosphere in South Australia. In placing the wordinggeneral public benefitin directing research and development

within the legislation, it was a matter of determining that nofnging wherever it is needed and also in employing scien-
other areas would be caught by these specific amendmenigys to do that research.

It identifies cI_earIy the relationship of the amendments tothe  acts have been in place previously for the grains and
Bookmark Biosphere Trust. _ _ livestock industries. This Bill enables that method of funding
MrHILL: |hope the Minister is not saying that there will 15 pe extended to other primary industries. It will require the
not be or that there cannot be any other biospheres establlsh%impmsory collection of the levy, but individual members of
in future because, if there were, and they had trusts under thjge industry will be able to opt out and have that levy
legislation, the Minister or a future Minister would have 10 refunded if they choose not to participate in the scheme. The
come back to Parliament and amend the definition. Is thatpposition is aware that there has been fairly wide consulta-
correct? tion on this Bill throughout the various rural industries and
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: In effect, itis a safeguard forthe that the Bill before us is, in fact, acceptable to those
future. There is nothing to stop another biosphere from beinghdustries. | also understand that Victoria and Western
nominated. The legislation will ensure that there is a safeaystralia run similar schemes and that other States are
guard, and that is the only relativity in relation to the questiorconsidering doing the same. | have before me an amendment
asked. which the Minister has tabled and which, after further
Clause passed. consultation with the industry and the Opposition, gives
Clause 3. wider consultative powers to the industry and makes clear
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that pests will be included along with diseases in compensa- Clause 4.
tion areas. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | move: _

The compensation area is particularly interesting. It allows Page 1, lines 24 and 25—Leave out subclause (2) and insert:
the funds to be used to compensate members of the fund for (22 Befo'te regulltatu%nsl are _mgdet under bSUbZ%?SiCe%r)éprre

. : . - Minister must consult widely with Industry members

QIsease contamination and pests and, naturally, that fundlrE&nsideration to any representations made by industry members.
is available only to those who pay the levy. Any who optout  \is HURLEY: As | indicated in my second reading
will not be eligible for compensation. That seems to be anqripytion, the Opposition supports this amendment to the
eminently sensible plan. As we all know, in instances suchyjgina) Bill. After our consultation with the industry, there
as fire blight and so on, difficulties can arise for members o{ 55 some concern that although there was a move to include
that primary industries group, and it is important thatongyltation’, it was thought best that it be changed to ‘wide
members of the industry be compensated and funded. Thignsyltation’ with the Minister being required to give proper

seems to be. avery sensible ar_md. practical procedure. The ,fu'agnsideration to any representations. | commend the Minister
can be administered by the Minister, by an approved society, 5ccommodating that desire. It is just a clarification to
or association or by a board of trustees, depending, asjjc|yde ‘pest’ under compensation for diseases and contami-
understand it, on the size of the industry and the sort of stion. | reiterate our support for this amendment.
mechanism of control that will suit the industry. Regulations A mendment carried: clause as amended passed.

will govern the manner in which the funds are to be collected.  ~|5,ses 5 and 6 paésed.

Again, this is a sensible arrangement, given that the market-

ing methods within the different primary industries vary %iua%Z'R G. KERIN: | move:

widely, and it is only sensible to provide that flexible Page 3 ' ’

arrangement. Line 13—After ‘disease’ insert:
Another practical arrangement is the management plan , pest

which will be determined by the industry after wide consulta- Line 21—Leave out ‘or other purposes’.

tion and which will be reviewed every 12 months. This Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
enables individual members of the industry to have a say in Remaining clauses (8 to 16), schedule and title passed.
how the fund will operate and in fairness and equity regarding  Bill read a third time and passed.

the way in which the fund is controlled and managed. So, | Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
am particularly pleased to see the amendment, which givesiate of the House.

industry members much more scope for consultation. The A quorum having been formed:

Opposition will support this Bill. We think it is a useful

measure in extending research and development and the TATUTES AMENDMENT (MOTOR ACCIDENTS)

compensation fund to other primary industries. It has shown BILL
in the past that it assists primary industry and enables it to - .
expand and develop, and we think that making the provisiong The I—!on. M.R. BUCKBY (_Mln!ster for' Education,
of this generic Bill available to the industries will facilitate Ch#ﬂgrshi iﬁjr::%??hinl—?ogilgwgm)é 'qTec;‘{gh that the adjourned
the development of the fund if the industries consider it to b§ygate on the second reading of the Bill be made an order of the day
appropriate. for tomorrow be rescinded.
) Motion carried.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | thank the
Deputy Leader for her comments and the Opposition for its  Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
cooperation on this Bill. It has had briefings and been able to (Continued from page 1772.)
raise concerns. It has obviously had a good look at the Bill
and we have been able to accommodate the concerns as theyMr FOLEY (Hart): The Opposition in another place
have come along. This Bill is welcomed by industry, whichindicated some weeks ago that it was concerned about certain
has thrown a lot of support behind it. There has been widaspects of this legislation and that it was opposed to a number
consultation, and we have been able to work through any ajf changes indicated by the Government. The Opposition,
the problems that industry has had along the way. The Bilsupported by the Hon. Nick Xenophon and others, including
will enable industry to empower itself to get on with projectsthe Australian Democrats, moved a number of amendments
and will provide some very important safeguards withto what we considered to be a fairly harsh piece of legislation,
compensation schemes regarding those unfortunate problembich we felt was unnecessarily impacting on the benefits
that arise from time to time such as diseases, pests amvailable to allmembers of the community when it comes to
whatever. It is a sign of industry really getting on with the compulsory third party insurance.
job. It is a pro-active move by industry to support this, and We felt that there were far too many changes in the
the enormous potential is acknowledged. legislation that would impact unnecessarily harshly on

This is one of the ways in which industry can reinvest inmotorists and people covered by compulsory third party
R&D and industry development schemes. Its support anghsurance. The Liberal Government wanted to hurt motorists
attitude towards this proposal is well and truly appreciatedin South Australia, but the Opposition was not prepared to sit
It shows that our rural industries are heading in the righback. We felt that we could not agree to a number of the
direction. They realise that funding and reinvestment ar@roposed changes, although we were prepared to support
absolutely vital. | thank the Deputy Leader and othersome elements of the legislation.
members for their cooperation with this measure, and | look Because of the complex nature of this legislation, it

forward to the benefits it will bring to industry. impacts on a vast array of interest groups including the legal
Bill read a second time. profession, the RAA, the Australian Medical Association,
In Committee. physiotherapists, the Motor Accident Commission, and many

Clauses 1 to 3 passed. members of Parliament. Many of my colleagues, as practising
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lawyers in this field, hold strong views. The member forcompulsory insurance scheme ensures that there is compul-
Mitchell is one who holds strong views that he would like to sory and adequate insurance for all motorists and other people
put on the record and, from my recollection, members of theising the roads in South Australia. So, we start off with the
other place, including the Hon. Angus Redford who is als@rinciple that there should be adequate coverage for people
a lawyer, disagreed with many aspects of the Governmentisho are injured on our roads. The question is then: what is
Bill. an adequate level of damages for people who are injured?

This Bill, like few other Bills, is so complex and varied  Because the Government has underwritten the scheme
in terms of its impact that the Treasurer and | had a discushrough the State Government Insurance Commission (now
sion about it some weeks ago. We felt that the best way tghe Motor Accident Commission), there are State financial
achieve an outcome for this legislation would be for it to goimplications for the operation of the scheme. That is why, for
to a conference of both Houses. The Treasurer has indicatggtter or worse, in the 1980s the Labor Government intro-
to me in good faith that he is prepared to allow a formal andjuced a scheme of assessment of damages which consider-
an informal process to occur which will enable the interestgply reduced the level of common law damages which people
and views of the wide spectrum of people who are involvedyould otherwise receive. In other words, that amount of
to be addressed. damages which would be considered fair and adequate

I'had hoped that the Government during the past couplgccording to the wisdom of judges in times past has already
of weeks would be able to reach agreement with some of thgeen moderated by the Parliament quite severely, because it
constituent bodies to enable this legislation to have a quickegas considered by the Labor Government before this era of
passage. However, | hope that when the Bill leaves this placg Liberal Government that it was too expensive to run a
we can form a conference of both Houses as soon as possilgeheme with perfectly just levels of damages being awarded
to enable broad representation, and that through both a formg people by the courts.

and an informal process we can arrive at an outcome which \ye already have a system with a dramatic compromise in
will achie\{e appropriate reform of the Iegisla}tion but which, ha |evel of damages available to people who are injured
equally, will enable us to defeat what we believe are some qhq,gh the negligence of others on the roads. Essentially,
the harsher elements of it. __this legislation is a strictly economic rationalist approach to
As shadow Treasurer, | am not at all opposed to the notioge jssye. Clearly, someone has had their marching orders
that we should constantly reform and review all legislationgom the Government to produce as many cuts as possible so
in this Parliament. There is nothing wrong with having aia¢ on paper, the insurance fund looked to be in a healthy
close look at all legislation which impacts on the community,ssition. It is natural to assume, given the track record of the
in terms of the cost of a particular program, and | do not thinkg gyernment, that this is being done with a view to selling the
that the Motor Vehicles Act and the Wrongs Act should beystor Accident Commission with a healthier balance sheet
quarantined from that process. However, there is a limit tqnap jt has at the moment. That s not to concede that the fund
what | consider to be appropriate reform. It is at that pointg ot in a viable position. Adequate proof of the alleged
that we have significant disagreement with the Governmenggw_out to the fund has not been provided to this place and,
and we hope that over the course of the next few days we Cag any case, the answer, if there is a problem in that regard,
encourage the Government to see the wisdom of our views (4 establish what level of damages is just and fair to injured
and bring about some worthwhile reforms in this area withy,epje and then to ensure that enough funds are injected into
ultimately, the harsher aspects of the legislation beinghe fund to meet the level of damages in each case.

defeated. The Opposition took the view that some finetuning of the
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Just as | prefer my coffee to be level of damages might be acceptable and, thus, the second

strong and short, that is the way many members of this placgading of this Bill has been supported. But, there are very
would prefer my contribution this afternoon. As a starting'€W Provisions which are not unfair or positively harsh and
point, we should ask why we have a compulsory third part)) will make_more comment about that in the Committee stage.
personal injury insurance scheme. It is worth bearing in mind!OWeVer, it is not necessary for me to go on too long at this
that we have such a scheme because, if we were to let t|§éage, because | understand that afterthe_lntroductlon _of this
private sector and the market operate freely without an)B'” thgre_ have been some very shrewd, wise and passionate
Government assistance or regulation in this area, we Woulﬂjbn]'s.s'oﬂte’ from a ranlge_ of knowledlgeatf)le anq goncerned
have literally thousands of court actions of injured pedestrian@€0PI€ in this area in relation to people who are injured as a

and motorists suing drivers of motor vehicles and mc),[Or_result of motor vehicle accidents. The Government has taken

cycles, and those cases would be dragging through arfat on boardin the face of opposition by the Labor Party and
clogging up our courts. other Parties in the other place.

So, there is a simple and sensible reason for having the | understand that many of the problems, as | perceive
Motor Accident Commission. Moreover, the Motor Accident them and as are perceived by the Labor Lawyers Association
Commission ensures that those people who are injured ina&nd other groups, are largely being addressed by way of
motor vehicle accident are adequately compensated for tHegotiation. Of course, that is what should have happened
harm that is done to them. If we left it to each individual to before the Bill was even introduced, and it is a hallmark of
sue every individual whom they felt was negligent on themany Ministers of the current Government that they will
road, there would be many cases of deserving plaintiffs bein%hafge in like a bull at the behest of Treasury or some other
left empty_handed at the end of the day because of peop overnment official or their own pOIiticaI apparatus and then
who could not be found, who were bankrupt or who werehave to deal with the consultation which should have taken
slow in paying money. place before the Bill was introduced.

When we talk of seriously injured people, we are talking Comment can be made about the worst clauses of the Bill
about sums of money which the average motorist could nais we work through it. | am glad to say that in the other place
possibly afford to pay without appropriate insurance. Oumany of the worst excesses have been moderated, and | hope



1780 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 18 August 1998

that that position will be maintained when it comes to amember for Bragg, said, ‘Many of these motor vehicle
conference between the two Houses. accidents will be picked up through compulsory third party
claims.” That was one of the arguments why journey acci-
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | support the comments dents were knocked out of WorkCover. | never believed for
made by the member for Hart and the member for Mitchellan instance that we should have cut out journey accidents
We will have an opportunity in Committee to go through from WorkCover. | recall a number of members opposite
some of the worst aspects of this legislation in more detailwaxing lyrical about how it would be picked up under CTP
so | will not take all of my allotted time in my second reading policies. Well, in fact, to a substantial degree they will not be
speech. | have managed in the past to live up to my word opicked up by CTP because of changes this Government wants
that on other opportunities. to introduce to this legislation. Effectively, workers injured
Members interjecting: travelling to or from work not only will have lost it under
Mr CLARKE: |would not mind your protection against WorkCover but in most cases will lose it under CTP policies
my own colleagues on this occasion, Mr Speaker. | wouldhs well—and that is just not on.
like to join with the member for Mitchell, in particular, in Secondly, in terms of maximum entitlement for claims for
condemning a very mean spirited piece of legislation. non-economic loss, South Australia rates the lowest with
An honourable member interjecting: $91 800 compared with Victoria, at the top of the scale, with
Mr CLARKE: And the member for Hart, but the member $330 000; New South Wales, $247 000; Western Australia,
for Mitchell said it with more passion. It is a particularly $209 000; Northern Territory, $141 000; Queensland,
mean spirited piece of legislation because, basically, we angnlimited; ACT, unlimited; and Tasmania, unlimited. Now
talking about 22¢ a week; the difference between enacting alhe Government wants to knock off the $91 800 for non-
this legislation, which will severely impact on a comparative-economic loss in South Australia. It is a particularly mean
ly small number of our fellow citizens, and spreading the cosgpirited piece of legislation.
across all those people who drive motor vehicles is 22¢ a Those who will suffer in particular are the disadvantaged
week or $11 a year in the cost of registration of a motormembers of our society. Those who are not earning an
vehicle. income—children, the unemployed and the elderly—uwiill
The Government says that the reason behind this costrave no claim, because they will not be suffering any
cutting measure is to protect the fund and, in particular, t@conomic loss, which is their only opportunity for any
keep it solvent. But, members will see in the second readingecompense for injury. We must remember that many of those
explanation that Governments, both Liberal and Laborpeople will have been injured through absolutely no fault of
effectively froze premiums in this area from 1988-89. Theretheir own, other than being in the wrong place at the wrong
were also questions of poor investment returns until 1994-9%ime, and they will have no entitlement to compensation for
There was a premium reduction in 1988, followed by statigpain and suffering, but their medical expenses will be picked
premiums from 1989 to 1996, involving both Liberal andup by Medicare.
Labor State Governments. | also find other aspects of the Bill harsh. | accept that
The reality is that, because of those decisions, thisome consideration must be given to reducing the amount of
Parliament is being asked to inflict something on fellowdamages one might be awarded if, for example, one does not
citizens who are unfortunately injured in a motor vehiclewear a helmet when one is riding a motorcycle or a push
accident and for them to have their claims substantiallycycle; and there should be a deduction in the damages
reduced. That is just not fair by any stretch of the imaginaawarded to a drink driver. However, there is already a
tion. The Minister in another place has also referred to thaignificant reduction on such damages to the tune of 15 per
fact that there has been a need for this legislation to help cud®ent, or some such greater amount as awarded by the courts.
costs and, again, the old State Bank disaster is trotted out anderstand that the lawyers are happy enough for the 25 per
justification. Well, I simply say that it is the responsibility of cent to apply—
the whole community to pick up the cost of the State Bank An honourable member: Not all of them.
debt, not just those who happen to drive a motor vehicle and Mr CLARKE: Not all the lawyers, but some of them—
who are unfortunate enough to be involved in an accident ibecause that will avoid the argument over 15 per cent or
that motor vehicle. That is a cost which must be borne by thgreater. | think that 25 per cent is far too high a figure; 15 per
whole community, not just by a few. centis already a significant reduction in the damages one can
We must also remember this: the people involved in cabe awarded if one has been drink driving. What | find even
accidents in many instances are involved in accidents not ahore extraordinary in the Government'’s original Bill is that
their own making or their own choosing. They are, in fact, ina passenger who goes with a driver who is under the influ-
many cases passengers in a motor vehicle; they could tnce of alcohol, who is involved in an accident and who is
stationary at a set of traffic lights and be involved in ainjured likewise loses 25 per cent of their damages because
collision with another vehicle. All sorts of scenarios come tothey happen to be with a driver who is under the influence of
mind—and | do not need to waste the time of the House balcohol.
going into them—which show that 83 per cent of persons Mr Lewis: That person is a bloody idiot.
injured would not be eligible for any claim whatsoever under Mr CLARKE: The problem is that this Governmentis a
the Government’s original Bill and may not be at fault at allbloody idiot, because the legislation is drafted in such a way
except that they were unfortunate enough to be in the wronthat, if the passenger is also drunk and, therefore, does not
place at the wrong time when they were involved in aknow the person who is driving the vehicle is drunk, they do
collision. not get any deduction. Itis only if you are sober, get into the
I want to touch on other aspects of the Bill. For example car with a drunk and the drunk has an accident that you are
I remember in this House only a few years ago, when th@enalised, because you should have known that that person
WorkCover legislation was changed and the Liberal Governwas too drunk to drive. However, if you are absolutely
ment cut out journey accidents, that the then Minister, theshickered and you climb in as a passenger, the Government’s
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original Bill promotes the attitude of, ‘Well, it's okay. You is now saying that just a handful of people will bear the cost,
won't suffer any penalty because you didn’t knowingly getwhatever the extent of their injuries. It is saying that at least
into a car with a drunk as you were too drunk to know the83 per cent of the people under the original legislation would
difference.” How is that for a bit of logic? Only the member have no claim whatsoever for pain and suffering. We are
for Hammond’s Government could come up with such aasking just a relatively small number of people to bear the
harebrained arrangement. cost. This Government keeps trotting out the Jon Blake case,

Given that he represents a rural electorate, the member farhere damages of $40 million—which were eventually
Hammond should be aware of the situation out in the countryeduced to about $8 million—were awarded by not a South
where there is no easy access to taxis. You might be in a hotAlustralian court but a New South Wales court. That is
somewhere and you might have a particularly belligerenanother furphy, another red herring, to kick the guts out of the
partner who has a few drinks under their belt. The passengemnajority of people who have claims in this jurisdiction. Itis
might try to take the car keys but, if the driver refuses to hangust a red herring to gloss over a very mean spirited piece of
them over, you cannot wrestle that person to the ground in degislation. | commend the amendments that have been put
attempt to obtain the keys. If you do not grab that lift, youforward by another place.
might not be able to get a lift with anyone at all. It is not as
simple as it may seem in the metropolitan area, where you The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
might have access to public transport or a friend you coulhildren’s Services and Training): My words will be
phone up who can easily nip around the corner and pick yotelatively few. | thank members opposite for their contribu-
up. In the more remote areas of our State that option is ndtons to this debate. The increase in premiums, which is part
available to you. Therefore, that passenger would be severedf this Bill, has been the result of the Motor Accident
penalised. Commission’s having the lowest solvency of any compulsory

| accept the 25 per cent discount, because that seems to thérd party fund in Australia, half the insurance and superan-
generally accepted. However, if that applies to a passengeryation commission minimum of 15 per cent for private
what will the passenger do? Will they take an alcotest tsector insurance, and less than half the weighted average
determine whether they are over .05, or .08. Will they think solvency of Government owned schemes.
‘Do | have to have one myself to find out whether | am As a result of that, it is required that those premiums increase.
shickered enough to be able to claim a drunk’s defence so The Bjll also looks at increasing the accountability of

that 1 do not suffer a 25 per cent reduction in compensatiogwners, drivers, passengers and cyclists by penalising those
if we have an accident?’ These are the sorts of real questioRghg take undue risks, for instance, as the member for Ross
that thl_s Government has not thought through at all. Smith has said, in terms of drink driving and imposing

| point out to the mgmbe( for Hammond that.the passeng&dpligations on road users to take appropriate measures to
may be sober and driving with somebody who is not necessgaquce the effects of injuries sustained in accidents by the use
rily absolutely shickered or stoned but on .08 or just overgf seat belts and helmets. There are amendments to come
That person might be driving competently, but suddenlyjown from another place, so | will limit my contribution to

somebody might swerve in front of the driver and, throughhat | again thank members for their contributions.
no fault of the driver’s, an accident occurs. Somebody could Bill read a second time

run a red light, or something of that nature, and there could InC i
be an accident. In that case, the passenger would be heavily n Lommitiee.
penalised through absolutely no fault of their own, and it Clause 1 passed.
could be that the passenger was not aware that the driver was Progress reported; Committee to sit again.
over .08.
Mr Lewis: There’s a lot to be said for riding a horse. STATUTES AMENDMENT (FINE
Mr CLARKE: | suggest the honourable member read the ENFORCEMENT) BILL
Bill, because he will see that we are not on primary produc- ) o ) )
tion but on the Motor Accident Commission. Mind you, given ~ Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
the way the Government is governing this State, the onljime.
thing we will be able to afford to drive is a horse and cart. As
| said, we can deal with the legislation in more detail when
we go into Committee and consider the amendments dRETAIL AND COMMERCIAL LEASES (TERMS OF
another place. | doubt that the backbenchers opposite LEASE AND RENEWAL) AMENDMENT BILL
understand the legislation and what they are letting them-
selves in for. Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
Those members who represent constituents in rural ared&ne.
ought to have a closer look at the legislation, particularly the o )
amendments being put forward in another place, and give The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
serious consideration to telling their Ministers that they will Children’s Services and Training): | move:
not be party to a mean spirited piece of legislation, all for ~ That the sitting of the House be extended beyond 6 p.m.
22¢ a week, with such a severe impact on a relatively handful Motion carried.
of people. That handful of people are being told that they
have to bear a disproportionate share of the cost of the State
Bank disaster rather than its being shared across the commun- ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
ity as a whole.
It is not the fault of those persons that Governments, The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
Liberal and Labor—no doubt for political reasons—neverChildren’s Services and Training): | move:
increased the premiums for several years. This Government That the House do now adjourn.
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Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Over recent months, and the Moving On project, from what people tell me, has been
certainly in recent days, | have received a number of lettera success in its first year. | understand it is now being
and had two meetings with the parents of young people witkevaluated and | am pleased to see that.
disabilities who are presently at school and who will be However, the problem is that young people are continuing
leaving school at the end of this year and who face a veryo complete their schooling and, just because we set up a
uncertain future. | know that | am not the only member toprogram in 1996 and 1997 to cope with school leavers, it does
have received submissions on this subject. My colleague theot mean that is the end of the matter. Young people with
member for Mitchell has contacted me with particularintellectual disabilities are still completing their secondary
concerns that were raised with him by constituents in hischooling. | understand that there are about 80 young disabled
electorate, and | would think that probably many otherpeople who will complete their schooling at the end of this
members have heard about this very serious issue. year. To date, the only funding that has been made available

As | said, | have received a number of letters, and | wistor these young people is a further allocation of $225 000 in
to quote from one or two of them to give people who do notnew funds. Unfortunately, that is not going to be enough.
know what | am talking about some idea of what people ardoday, we asked the Minister for Disability Services in
saying. | will then refer to the results of some meetings thanother place questions about this and, as part of his answer,
| held last week and the week before. he said that on average $20 000 was spent for each of the

The first letter from which | will quote briefly comes from young people in the program this year. As | have said before,
people with a son who will turn 20 in October this year andthere are about 170 young people being catered for this year.
who will finish his formal education at St Anne’s School in  If we divide the $225 000 by the $20 000 per student, we
December in 1998. They say: find there is enough funding for about 11 students. As | just

Our concern for our son is that we are receiving mixed messagasentioned, about 80 young people with a disability will be
from IDSC in respect to funding next year, that is, in 1999 for posjeaying school in December, and the $225 000 will see

school options. Because of Andrew’s disabilities it is unlikely that
he will secure a place in the work force and, without day options,programs for only 11 of these people. That leaves a lot of

Andrew’s quality of life will be greatly affected and he will be even P€ople with nothing. In his answer today the Minister said he
more severely disadvantaged. was not sure how many people would qualify for these funds
They go on to say: and suggested that some would go to supported employment
_ Without the support of day options the stress on our family will and other activities. | am absolutely certain that there will be
increase greatly as we are also the parents of two other teenageriny more than 69 students left over because, if we subtract
who need our energies and will do so for years to come. We ha !

Vi e ;
always been a close family unit, but the strain of this matter iﬁl students from the 80, many of those remaining 69 will

already taking its toll. Unless an appropriate place can be found foieéquire programs such as those provided under the Moving
our son, then the stress of this will tear our family apart. We believeQOn project.

as a matter of justice, there should be equal opportunities for us as Understandably, parents are very distressed, because we
parents. are now nearly at the end of August and these decisions have

Another letter | received states, in part:
We are the parents of six children, four adults and two youn to be made before the school year starts. In fact, people have

ones. Three of these children have disabilities. Steven, 20 years, W%ﬁ start planning, choosing activities and maki'ng arrange-
Down’s syndrome and other disorders; David, eight years, witiments within the next two or three months. It is not good
attention deficit disorder and other minor disorders; and Stepheni@nough to leave these matters so late. If the Minister says he

seven years, with attention deficit with hyperactivity disorder andyiq not have the information in advance, he is just not giving
fine motor dysfunction. Without services to help us with education !

social support and school leavers’ programs we would be left S the whole picture be(?ause, .in'February 1997, a repprt was
burden the health system and social service system more which, put together for the previous Minister, the Hon. Dr Armitage,
the long run, will cost more. Money needs to be added to the existingn the unmet need in disability services in South Australia.

have quality of life. We are finding it harder and harder to cope with . -
our eldest son and his needs and find that, without the help of thlguture for School Leavers and Lifestyle Options, Unmet

Moving On project and other services that are in place, his state dieed’, the following is stated: _ _
physical and mental health will deteriorate to the point where we It is estimated that 50 per cent of school leavers will have high
would not be able to continue his care at home. support needs requiring access to day options or a combination of

These are just two examples of letters | have received frorfUpported employment and day options. These school leavers will
clude people with severe intellectual disability, people with

parents in this position. What is this issue about? Last ye"J‘g;lnallenging behaviours and people with severe and multiple
the Parents for Post School Options Lobby Group finallygisabilities.
convinced both politicians and service providers of the urgent fact, it is estimated that in 1998-99, 87 school leavers and
necessity for recurrent funding for those young adults wit3 adults over 21 years will require these services. A funding
severe intellectual disability and high support needs wheequirement of $1.95 million is estimated. The Minister has
would be finishing their secondary schooling. had reports since February 1997. Why is it that parents of
The Intellectual Disability Services Council agreed tointellectually disabled young people are always left to the last
appoint a full-time coordinator and the Moving On projectminute? For these people it means giving up their jobs and
was born. Students leaving school in 1996 and 1997 wergiving up everything they are doing in order to care for the
provided with day recreation and life skills programs of theiryoung person at home. Also, it is devastating for the young
choice. This program was funded by the Government to thpeople themselves. They have a right as citizens in our
tune of $2.2 million and programs were established for 17@ociety to have the opportunity to do something useful and
young people. Things did not go completely smoothly ancproductive on a daily basis. At this rate most of them are
members will recall that at the beginning of the year | raisedyoing to be left with nothing.
issues on behalf of a number of parents who were actually
faced with turning up to redeem or start the projects that their Mr LEWIS (Hammond): During the course of the past
son or daughter had chosen only to find that the money thd¢w days and earlier today in the grievance debate following
had been allocated was not enough to go around. Essentialipuestion Time, | have continued to draw attention to what |



Tuesday 18 August 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1783

consider to be a rapidly escalating problem in society arisingnce irregular menstruation and sometimes infertility,
out of our willingness to be indifferent to the threat which selfpneumonia and chronic constipation; and men experience
indulgent behaviour poses not only to the individual whoimpotence, often through addiction, leading to overdose.
engages in it but, more particularly, to the rest of society. | There is another drug that | have not yet discussed, and
have been drawing attention in particular to the range ofhat is cocaine. It is an alkaloid and comes from the leaves of
drugs that have become increasingly easy to get in thia Peruvian shrub. It is powerfully addictive to the central
country in the past 25 years in consequence of this increasingervous system and is a stimulant—a euphoriant. Most
willingness to go soft on enforcement and thereby allowpeople find that cocaine produces a feeling of euphoria. They
trafficable substances to get onto the streets where yourecome extremely talkative and restless and appear to be very
people can experiment with them and end up becomingxcited, and this is associated with the development of a
addicted. psychological dependence and a tendency to continued self-

I had most recently been talking about the drug Methy_admlnlstratlon—that is, they are hooked. Although it can be

leneDioxyMethAmphetamine (MDMA), otherwise known as taken swallowed or even dissolved in water or injected into
ecstasy, and had made the point tr{at, most likely, thos@ vein, most users arrange the powder in a line on a table or

people who have taken ecstasy will find that they have gny o_ther hard surf_ace at theirdi_sposal and snort it into their
hangover the next day. They will also suffer a loss Ofnostnls through a tightly rolled piece of paper—a bank note

appetite, insomnia, depression, muscle aches in the chest, t?]re?nyth'ng else. f their taking it. thev b

joints and limbs, and difficulty in concentrating for at least ?dcons_rle_ﬂuer;celo heir ta m(;gj It, they .er(]:oms l(_)ver
a day and perhaps up to two days after indulging in taking th&°"'dent. They feel optimistic and energetic; they believe
drug. Short-term effects include increased blood pressure a y are more important and capable of greater things than is

pulse rate, which is a danger for people who have weak wallrsea”y the case. There is an enhancement of self esteem and

! . - : : o Sex drive. There is an overall feeling of exhilaration and
glnt;euli)b\lla?ﬁ ;e:tsrgllfé F;?g“ns:u;ﬁ”gr:gJ?g'rrnbr?hne';hr(%;o:lf@appiness after the initial induction of the drug. They feel a

experience raised body temperature, increased feelings BgdL_Jcedhneed_ll;or food, rest and sl_eep. W't.h excesswﬁ_dﬁses,
false confidence, feelings of closeness with other peopl gain, they will suffer from sweating, dizziness and higher

sweating, dehydration resulting from that, involuntary jaw ody temperature; their mouth will dry out, their hands and

clenching and teeth grinding, nausea and not just mild bu\?vtiTlerel'[lrtTi]rtnjr?itigdof;(itr:emItﬁstl:\glilr Zzglsn,gsemghtrr]ig; vsggr;hc?r)nl
chronic to acute anxiety. 9 ging . p

they will become anxious and irritable and will continue like

Taking ecstasy on a daily basis leads to psychological angipes at repetitive skin picking and involuntary grinding of
physical problems. Most likely, you will not sleep or eat their teeth.
properly, and you will feel paranoid, very confused and Prolonged use of the drug will probably raise their blood
irritable. These effects may not clear up when you stop takingressure to the point of producing a stroke. It is fairly
the drug. The use of most drugs, particularly at higher doseommon for fits to occur, which lead to unconsciousness. The
rates over any extended period—that is, on more than two afirect toxic effect on the heart may cause it to beat irregularly
three occasions—tends to cause health problems where, asred be less efficient or stop altogether. In consequence of
consequence of indulging, the immune system is weakenesliffering from those symptoms, many people end up having
in particular. There is uncertainty about the long-term effectpacemakers fitted these days at a much earlier age than would
of ecstasy, although there is some evidence that regular us@ve been necessary or even dreamt as being likely 20 years
of a significant amount over a long time will cause damagego. So, young people who end up with pacemakers are
to the brain, heart and liver. usually those who have abused cocaine or something similar
o it in the alkaloid range of drugs. They will probably have
een told that it was crack or coke at the time they took it.

It is possible that the long-term use may irreversibly
gamage particular dopamine-bearing nerves or small blood

I have also drawn attention to the problems that peopl
will suffer if they take heroin, which is an opioid. The
immediate effects will be the relief of pain, if there is any,
and the deadening of any pain that may result from bumpin

or suffering some contact with a physical object that migh f . lead to chroni Such
otherwise have caused pain. There will be a general feeling1e nose ot Snorters can léad 1o chronic runny noses. suc

of well-being or euphoria. On the other side of it, there will eogle Wicljl in\_/f?riabl_y be snifflilnl?. Thek)]/ W"k: sniff, Sﬁy if%"v
be a sudden feeling of nausea, and vomiting will overtake thi/0rds and sniff again; you will know that they are hooked on

person who has been indulging themselves. The pupils of tHe?c@ine. They will end up with ulcerations or collapse of the
: masal cartilage, with striking consequences for their appear-

{ance. They need to know that before they start out. Smoking
ﬁrack (a form of cocaine) is extremely damaging to the lung
tissue and is associated with severe chest pain where the
person is uncertain of its origin. It will cause asthma and

essels in the brain. The narrowing of those blood vessels in

other drugs. Breathing becomes shallow, the individual ge
constipated and they will experience extensive itching as we
as difficulty in sleeping. With large doses the pupils of the
eyes will narrow down to mere pinpoints; the individual's o
skin will grow cold, and breathing and other central nervoudronchitis.

system activities slow down to the point where the person can_ 1€ 0nly other drug that | have not mentioned in the
slip into a coma and die—that is, an O.D. course of these remarks is alcohol. | will not spend much time

on that. The effects of its abuse are probably well known by
With regular use over time—and not very long, at that—people who take it. It is sufficient to say that it is a depres-

most people will experience health problems such asant, not a stimulant.

collapsed veins, abscesses on their skin as a consequence ofviotion carried.

blood not being cleared away, tetanus, Hepatitis B and C, and

heart, chest and bronchial problems. They will lose their At 6.20 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday

appetite and that will result in malnutrition. Women experi-19 August at 2 p.m.
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