HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 27

These changes will have a positive impact on the provi-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY sion of service to South Australians. A better administration

will result in the provision of better service. And since we are
Wednesday 28 October 1998 talking here of emergency services, these changes will help
to save the lives, homes and property of all South Australians.

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
2 p.m. and read prayers.

Mr CONDOUS (Caolton): | bring up the first report of the

EMERGENCY SERVICES committee and move:
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police, That the report be received.
Correctional Services and Emergency Services): seek Motion carried.
leave to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted. QUESTION TIME
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: This Government is
committed to positive reform for our emergency services— MODBURY HOSPITAL

reforms that will provide better funding, will improve their
performance and, most importantly, will help save lives and The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
property. Recently this Parliament legislated for the establishguestion is directed to the Minister for Human Services.
ment of an emergency services levy. The levy will come intdGiven serious criticisms by the Auditor-General about key
force from July next year, heralding a new era of fairer andleficiencies in the contract process and the contract negoti-
more equitable funding for our emergency services. Now wated by the former Minister for Health with Healthscope for
move into phase 2 of our reform program, which will resultthe management of the Modbury Hospital, and the Auditor-
in the creation of an Emergency Services AdministrativeGeneral’s statement of the significance these have for
Unit. This unit will bring together administrative personnel contracting out in the wider public sector, will the Minister
from the South Australian Metropolitan Fire Service, thenow release the three reports prepared by Coopers and
Country Fire Service and the State Emergency Service. Lybrand for the Government which led Cabinet to agree to
The Emergency Services Administrative Unit will bring renegotiate the contract and pay Healthscope more money for
major benefits in streamlining and cooperation in the runninghe provision of the same services?
of emergency services. The unit will work together to provide  On 27 June 1996 the former Minister for Health told the
all corporate and support services for the emergency servicétouse that he had ‘out-negotiated’ the private sector and said:
and enable joint strategic and business planning across the The fact is that the contract went through all due diligence
emergency services. Importantly, we will reduce duplicationprocesses of Government.
red tape and the bureaucracy that can stand in the way ghe Auditor-General of the State says that Coopers and
providing a dynamic and progressive service for South ybrand listed six key deficiencies in the contract and says
Australians. It will also work to improve support services tothat due diligence failed to establish an adequate benchmark
volunteers. The new unit will not include the South Aus-for patient activity and to identify and value equipment. The
tralian Ambulance Service. former Minister thinks this is funny: the Auditor-General
Most importantly | stress that operational running of thedoes not; he thinks it is incompetence.
services will remain the same. There will be no change to Members interjecting:
their identities or logos. The Chief Executive of the new unit  The SPEAKER: Order!
will be responsible for the management and administration The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, the Leader of the
of the unit, while the CFS Board and existing heads of theppposition is wrong. In fact, the new or amended contract
CFS, the South Australian Metropolitan Fire Service and theequired additional services compared with the first contract.
State Emergency Service will retain and continue to exercisgje have nothing to hide. We have released the entire
both their operational and statutory powers as required. amended contract. | tabled it in this House several months
The establishment of this new unit is not about Cuttingago, and so members of the Opposition have had every
jobs but about improving efficiencies and making the systenppportunity to go through that amended contract. One of the
work better. Non-operational personnel will be placed whergundamental differences between the first and second contract
they will be of most benefit. Savings will be reinvested tois that the first contract had a very complex funding formula.
provide a better service for South Australians. The second contract dealt with Modbury in the same way as
The changes we are outlining will not happen overnightevery other public hospital is dealt with in this State on a
To work through many of the issues of this latest reform, acasemix model.
special task force will be established as a matter of urgency That is the appropriate model at any rate seeing as it is
that will report back to me. This task force will consult with now applied through the Medicare Agreement right across the
all key stakeholders. When it comes to negotiating budgetahole of Australia. The second or amended contract specifi-
and major policy initiatives, such as the introduction of thecally picks up casemix funding. | should point out, just to
Government radio network, it makes more sense to be dealirghow how good the deal is, that under the contract we get at
with one administration instead of three. least a guaranteed 5 per cent saving on the casemix model
In effect, the unit will provide a pool of expertise from compared with the funds given to all other major public
which all emergency services will be able to draw—expertisénospitals in South Australia. We will receive guaranteed
that is critical to the success of our emergency services isavings of 5 per cent, but the savings could be as much as up
meeting the challenges posed by changing technology and 10 per cent less than the casemix model. Who will criticise
community needs. that at any rate, the fact that—
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Members interjecting: The Hon. G.M. Gunn: Another dorothy dixer.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, 5 per cent better savings ~ The SPEAKER: Order!
and up to 10 per cent savings on the casemix model. Ms STEVENS: Given the undertaking to this House on
Mr Foley interjecting: 28 September 1995 by the former Minister for Health that the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will come Government would act on all the recommendations of the
to order. Coroner investigating the death of Nikki Robinson, will the
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Anyone who understands Minister explain why almost four years later the Food Act has
anything about— not been amended as recommended by the Coroner and why
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: recommendation 12 that resources be made available to

The SPEAKER: Order! | say to the member for Hart and ensure the effective enforcement of the legislation has not
the Leader that it is highly disorderly to continue to interjectbeen implemented?
after the Chair has brought the House to order. The report by the Auditor-General says that even though
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Let me point out what that & review of the Food Act was commenced in 1995-96 the
means in terms of health care for people in South Australidegislation has not been amended even though Victoria
Mr Conlon interjecting: amended its food legislation in 1997. The Auditor-General
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder for Said that the Health Commission does not keep information

continuing to interject after the House has been brought t" resource levels and the activities of local councils and that
order. the effectiveness of controls exercised by local government

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Under the amended contract ¢@nnot be determined. o ) ,
we are saving between $4 million and $6 million a year 1he Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will deal with those issues
compared with the casemix model. That is money that can g8n€ by one. First, in terms of amending the legislation, it has
into treating more patients in our public hospital systemP&en agreed by the Ministers for Health, commencing with
which is exactly what we are about, particularly with the dropth® Previous Minister for Health and followed by me, that
out from private health insurance. The Leader of the Opposf—here should be national legislation. After all, Australia is one
tion asked a specific question about the studies. | will look afountry and food is prepared and processed in all States and
those— trucked throughout the rest of Australia. Therefore it is about

The Hon. M.D. Rann: Why not release them, if you have ime Australia had one set of standards to ensure a high
nothing to hide? ' quality level of food hygiene in this country.

. ; Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the Leader of the . .
Opposition. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Just wait until you get the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We have released the full answer. As aresult, there has been a series of meetings with

contract. | will look at whether or not it is feasible to releasetne Health M'U'Ste(;s'ﬁAt onhe such _mleetlngc;nr;[he middle ?f
the studies and, if | can, | certainly will the year, we signed off on the principles, and those principles

The SPEAKER: Before | call for the next question, | have been through the South Australian Cabinet and have

indicate that some latitude is given to the Leader of thebeen agreed to by Cabinet. The legislation is currently being

o : ; : rafted. A date has been set for a meeting in December this
Opposition but with that latitude comes an expectation tha?ear at which we are due to look at that draft legislation for

some standards are setin this place by people in high Ofﬁc%ﬁe whole of Australia. | stress that | think it would be

ELECTRICITY. PRIVATISATION inappropriate for South Australia to try to write its own
' legislation.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):Will the Premier indicate However, let me make it clear that we looked at whether
whether parliamentary approval is required for a long-ternyve yvould_lntroduce the Victorian I.eglslat|on on a short-term
lease of our electricity assets? basis. This matter was raised with me by the member for

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As | indicated when | returned Mawson several months ago. After that discussion | went off
from discussions with a number of overseas companieand did an investigation. The department reported back that,
interested in investing in our electricity industry in South Py the time it took the Victorian legislation, amended it and
Australia, the notion of a long-term lease was of considerabl#troduced it through the parliamentary session, it would be
interest to a number of those investors. As | indicated at ¥irtually on the same time frame as we would get national
press conference, | have sought legal advice on the issue aHgiform legislation through. Therefore, it is quite appropri-

I have now been advised that the combined view of Crowrdté— .

Law and the private legal team advising the electricity reform  Ms Stevens interjecting:

and sales unit is that, whilst it is technically and legally ~The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member
possible to construct a form of lease without parliamentar§nows, because she asked questions during the Estimates
approval, the form and structure of such a lease would beommittee. Since then we have signed off on the principles
such that it would not be financially beneficial to SouthOf that legislation and itis currently being drafted. | can only
Australia’s interests. Therefore, if the Government is tod0 as fast as the rest of Australia on this issue, but we have
consider any form of long-term lease, the value to Souttput it down as a priority. _ )

Australia will be maximised by the form of a long-term lease L&t me take up what the Public and Environmental Health
which is envisaged in the Government's electricity legislationPepartment has done in terms of monitoring local govern-

and which is currently before the House. ment. The specific question asked by the honourable member
was why recommendation 12 has not been met. Recommen-
FOOD ACT dation 12 has been met. That was specifically to put addition-

al resources into the department, and additional staff have
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to been appointed to the department. | repeat: additional
the Minister for Human Services. resources have been allocated to the Public and Environment-
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al Health Department, and that means specifically additiona@825 million a year. They are the risks we are confronting. To
funding and additional staff. say, ‘ETSA has served us well in the past; just keep on doing
It carried out a review but that review was inadequate. Imore of the same in the future,” ignores the fact that we now
am the first to admit that, although the review undertook tdive in a global marketplace.
identify who are the responsible officers within local We have a national electricity market starting, in which
government for this issue and what their qualifications areywe have to be participants; therefore, a Government monopo-
it should have followed that up with a further question inly that has been there in the past 40 or 50 years goes on 15
terms of the actual effort that those officers put into foodNovember this year. They are the risks that we as a Govern-
hygiene standards. It should also have carried out a routimaent responsibly have to manage for the future, and we must
monitoring of whether or not that is being done. | haveput in place policies for the transition that protect investment,
ordered that review to be carried out and | have asked thgrotect industry and protect jobs in South Australia.
Department for Human Services why that request, which was There are a couple of other points to which | want to refer
made earlier, for it to monitor the efforts of local governmentin responding to the question from the member for Stuart.
is not being carried out as well. The department has gone parte Auditor-General’s Report, tabled yesterday, shows that
way down the process, but it has not completed it, and | havBouth Australia’s net interest payments as a proportion of
asked why it has not been completed. | believe that is theevenue are far higher than those of other States; that is, the

appropriate action to take. net interest cost to us was some 13 per cent in 1997-98
against the average of the other States of 6.9 per cent. Our
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION debt servicing cost was almost double the net effect of the

) o average of all the other States. What we are seeing is those

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier inform  other States reducing their debt levels. If we do not reduce
the House of the risk to the State’s power assets if theyyr debt levels, when other States move forward to reduce
remain in State ownership, as outlined by BHP and Westerfinposts on business, what will we be able to do? Nothing.
Mining? ~ We will be constrained.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am sure that the House is  |f there is a movement on payroll tax in Queensland or
aware of the public comments by BHP and Western Miningsome other State and if the business community and the
about the cost of power from State-owned utilities. Westerropposition say to us, the Government’ ‘You've got to match
Mining, which is the single largest purchaser of electricity injt to protect investment in business,’ we will be shackled. We
South Australia, has committed approximately $1.5 billionyj|| not be able to move, because we are paying twice the
to $1.6 billion to double the size of the facility at Olympic |eye| of interest on our debts than are the other States. They
Dam. If my memory serves me correctly, something likeyjj| have the capacity to move: we will not be able to move
10 per cent of the base load goes to Western Mining alongnywhere. What will the Opposition do then in terms of
They do not like it and they say that they are at a disadvanesponding to the demands of the business community and
tage compared to electricity prices interstate. Their researo‘!;btemim investors in this State? What would they say?
shows that such power will remain far more expensive than  \jempers interjecting:
they are prepared to pay. , The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Exactly; silence. Clearly, the

They intend to make use of the freedom given to custompsition is that these are risks on our doorstep that we have
ers in the new national electricity market to shop elsewherg, manage.
to produce their own power. They have advised that they will - Regarding the consumption of electricity and the customer
bypass the system completely by constructing their OWyase ynder the area of risk in his report the Auditor-General
generator unless they are able to purchase power at nationafigsripes as significant the number of contestable customers
competitive prices. The simple fact s that, when we go intgjely to be lost to ETSA in a competitive market—his words.

a national electricity market, they are entitled to do so. Thagy,gting the Victorian and New South Wales experience,
Is a commercial decision they can make. That decision mears ey cent of customers have changed their retailer since the
that ETSA's annual profits—and this is the bottom line, N0t arket hegan. What does that tell you? They chased the
the sales—uwill be reduced by $8.5 million a year, and thg,etter service and the better price. Fifty-five per cent of
best customer will have been lost because ETSA in publig,stomers in New South Wales and Victoria went to where
ownership simply cannot deliver competitive power prices ihey got the best deal. What do you think will happen in

If we add to that figure the independent analysis of profitssoyth Australia in a national electricity market? So much for
lost through voltage step-up, we have ETSA down by morghe point of view put forward by the Opposition that you just
than $15 million a year, recurring, in profits. So, the forecaskeep it, you carry on as you have in the past and you keep
increase in dividends from ETSA is seriously at risk upongetting the dividends. The simple fact is that the irrefutable

commencement of the national market, which | point out tqsyidence interstate is that it will collapse on you and, if it is
the House is on 15 November. If BHP and Western Mining, collapse on you, you ought to take the right policy

go ahead— decisions now before it is too late.
An honourable member: And others.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: And others: that is exactly the MODBURY HOSPITAL

point. The point is that some 25 customers take about 17 per

cent of the load. If you take away from ETSA 17 per centof Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to
the revenue, what you are doing—because it is off the bottorthe Minister for Human Services. Given the Auditor-
of the base cost of the operation—is decimating the profitsGeneral’s opinion that the Government remains liable for the
If they proceed with a plan to build a 300 megawatt powerdue care of patients at the Modbury Public Hospital, did
station in the north of South Australia to supply local powerHealthscope breach that duty of care by asking diabetic
as well as their own needs, the loss of profits to our powepatients to cancel their forward appointments at the Modbury
assets in that move alone is estimated to be as high &tospital Diabetic Clinic and, if so, what action has the
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Minister taken to ensure that this never happens again? In hig a great cost to ETSA and Optima. They come from
annual report, the Auditor-General says: competition being allowed into the power market in South
The Government will remain liable for the due care of patientsAustralia. If you are going to reduce the cost of power to
despite the introduction of an independent contractor who will becustomers, you cannot and do not get the dividends from
immediately responsible for the provision of that care. ETSA and Optima, because the ball game changes. That
In a letter written by Healthscope on 2 October 1998, patientsompetition comes from other companies being able to take
were asked, because of ‘an enormous blow-out in waitingarge parts of the market share of ETSA and Optima and
times’ for the diabetes clinic, to self-assess their conditionmemove the Government monopoly that has been there for the
and consider cancelling their forward appointments. last 40 or 50 years. | repeat: it is the only way cheaper prices
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, the specific issue in are achieved.
terms of the dietitians’ clinical appointments with patients  |mportantly, in Victoria, as | have mentioned, some 50 per
with diabetes has already been dealt with and answered ly¢nt of customers who can change their power company to
Healthscope, so it is not— a new supplier do so, and we are seeing the same trend in
Ms Stevens interjecting: New South Wales. People given the choice of cheaper
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am just saying that it has electricity will opt to take the cheaper electricity. That being
already been answered and dealt with by Healthscopehe case, and with the national market starting up on 15
Whether or not there is a duty of care is a legal question, andovember, therein is the risk. | know from a policy point of

| will refer it to Crown Law. view that the Opposition has not focused on that in the past,
but finally the shadow Treasurer has admitted that he agrees
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION with one of the most vital reasons why this Government must

. ) L sell ETSA and Optima: cheaper prices through competition.
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier inform the \ye do not want taxpayers to bear the massive financial risks
House of the latest and very unexpected support for thg,at come from power companies operating in a national

Government's reasons f?r selling our power utilities? market which delivers cheaper prices to consumers through
The SPEAKER: Order! There was some comment in that competition. That is a fundamental that cannot be ignored.

question, and | draw that to the attention of the member. | would ask members opposite to ask General Motors-

for-{]?se Tjgg.ti‘(]).r:/véghissi\l: Iot:é"nEég?igr?gggre%bfnrggmﬁgnﬁ?olden’s at Elizabeth whether they are concerned that their
d ' 9 4 ; iNput cost of power here compared to that of their domestic
made by the shadow Treasurer today on radio, and | a

disappointed that he is not the Chamber. | am certainI%O?Tr]lgeeftit&%g%%gtﬁt;g?ggasmﬂgher and removing a
delighted to respond to the honourable member’s question. R

The shadow Treasurer has today for the first time taken an M Venning interjecting: . .
important bipartisan approach to the sale process: he did so The Hon. JW. OLSEN: Yes, their own plant in
publicly on radio this morning. Finally, he has confirmed theMelbourne, as the member for Schubert indicates, having
Government's argument for selling ETSA and Optima. Hebeen out with a number of members of the Parliamentary
told ABC Radio that South Australians would get cheapet-iberal Party on a recent visit to General Motors. You can go
power prices in the national electricity market—he is right—t0 other manufacturing and processing facilities in the State

thanks to his Party’s supporting the national electricity markethat are well aware that their interstate counterparts have far

legislation—he is right again. cheaper electricity. The risk is that if we ignore that future
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: reinvestment will not take place in South Australia. If it does
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order. Not take place in South Australia, it means that jobs will not
The Premier has the call. be created here.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Now, the Opposition—rightfully—calls for focus in terms
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the ofemployment, asindeed we have done, and that ought to be
Opposition for continuing to flout the Chair. an issue that cuts across political boundaries: a bipartisan
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: There must be a sensitive nerve approach in looking at initiatives in relation to employment
here somewhere. generation. There is no doubt about that. However, when you
Members interjecting: hear members opposite say things like, ‘But we won’t move;
The SPEAKER: Order! we have this philosophical blinkered look’, as it relates to the
Members interjecting: electricity market, involving a major input cost to manufac-
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Is that what it is? | see. turing industry, which in turn relates to employment oppor-
Members interjecting: tunities in this State, you have to ask how fair dinkum they

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. are.
| do not want to remind the House again that it is distinctly  If we want to get new investment, and if we want to secure
against Standing Orders and it is highly disorderly to continuenore jobs, we have to make sure that the input costs for those
to interject against the Speaker when the Speaker has maldesinesses are at internationally competitive prices. By taking
aruling. It is bad enough interjecting across the Chamber, léhe position of refusing to support the sale of ETSA and
alone coming in after the Speaker has called the member ©ptima, you are consigning South Australia to less invest-
order. If this behaviour continues during this session, | willment, less job creation and less job certainty, and | am sure
view it very seriously. that is not something that you want to actually see inflicted

The Hon. JJW. OLSEN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Of upon South Australia in the future. If itis not, please rethink
course, the shadow Treasurer was absolutely right. Within thgour position in relation to ETSA and Optima, because this
next few years, South Australian electricity consumers willis the right policy direction for this State’s future. To ignore
have access to cheaper electricity prices, and | am sure noitavill consign South Australia to less investment and fewer
of them will knock that back. But those cheaper prices comgobs.
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EDUCATION FUNDING products, the services and the people who have helped create
the food and wine culture for which South Australia is

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Will the Minister for Education, becoming quite renowned. It is a result of the South Aus-
Children’s Services and Training immediately release theralian Government’s State food plan, Food for the Future—-
$28 million included in this year’s budget to ensure theTowards 2010, which aims to increase the economic value of
continuing employment in 1999 of up to 700 teachers andur food industry from $5 billion to $15 billion by the year
assistants employed by schools and kindergartens witk010, and it has been instrumental in bringing industry and
funding for flexible staffing, early intervention and special Government together to achieve that target. South Australian
education for students with learning disabilities and difficul-Food Onlineis a one-stop shop for food industry information,
ties; or does the Minister intend to withhold these funds as @roviding 24 hour access to Government information and
bargaining chip in negotiations for a new enterprise agreeservices from wherever businesses are located. Whether it be
ment? On 19 June the Minister indicated to the House thagiroducers, buyers, freight operators or investors in the State’s
this matter would be resolved quickly. However, because thtood products, it will be possible to locate a range of
$28 million allocated in the budget has not been released bovernment and non-Government information, service and
the Minister, schools cannot commit to programs for 1999%ontacts for the food industry which, for the first time, will
and are preparing to put off staff. be available in one place.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: In the 1996 enterprise Whether the business focus is local, national or global, the
agreement the former Minister set aside some $18 million iffood Onlinechannels connect the people concerned with the
flexible initiative resource funding and a further $9.25 millioninformation agencies and programs necessary to make
for special education funding. That was a part of that 199énformed business decisions. One can learn about the food
enterprise agreement and stood for two years. As the membieidustry and South Australian food businesses and ascertain
for Taylor has indicated, it is also a part of the enterprisénformation about the food plan on the Food Showcase
agreement into which we are now entering. My release of outhannel. Through the Food and Beverage Register channel
offer this morning to the AEU included a 13 per cent wagecompanies, their products and services can be promoted to the
rise over three years for our teachers. It also included global marketplace. There will be a register of South
guarantee of that $28 million for not two years but four Australian food and beverage companies with their products,
years—guaranteed funding of that $28 million for 1999,export destinations, brand names and packaging specifica-
2000, 2001 and 2002 in the enterprise agreement. tions.

| do not know how other people negotiate, butto my mind  South AustraliarFood Onlineis a vital element in the
an agreement is a package. You do not sign off a part of adevelopment of our food industry, and | urge everyone
agreement and then go on and do the rest of it—it is a totahvolved in the industry to take advantage of this online
package. You sign off on a total package. You do not pick outesource. It will give us another advantage on the export
bits and pieces of a package and say, ‘We will sign off ormarket. The address fépod Online for the information of
that.’ This offer is a very fair and reasonable package for théhe loyalHansardsubscribers, is www.food.sa.go.au.
teachers. It gives a fair and reasonable wage rise under the
current State budget conditions. It also guarantees to teachers EDS CONTRACT
four years of this flexible initiative resource funding of ) o )
$28 million. That s a very fair and reasonable offer. Itis now _ Mr FOLEY (Hart): - Will the Minister for Information
back to the union in terms of discussing this matter with itsEconomy explain whether the EDS contract has saved

teachers and deciding whether they will accept that packagxpayers $10 million per year, as promised by the former
Premier, when the contract was signed over three years ago;

FOOD ONLINE and, if not, what are the financial benefits of this contract and
how have they been calculated? Do you want me to wait until

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Deputy Premier Dean fills you in?
advise the House what technology is being used by the The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
Department of Primary Industries and Resources to help oyproceed with his question.
food industry develop into a more market orientated industry? Mr FOLEY: |just wanted to give Dean a chance to bring
| understand that the Deputy Premier recently launched anim up to speed.
innovative Internet system callé@od Online The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for Flinders Mr FOLEY: The Auditor-General’s annual report warns
for her question and her support of the food industry in hethat many Government agencies have not yet negotiated final
electorate. Recently at the Virginia Expo | launched a nevassumed costs or completed their first annual review of
initiative for South Australia calleBood Onlinge whichiisa  service level agreements and that ‘the failure to do this may
way of using the available new technology to help the foodesult in adverse service delivery or financial consequences
industry both domestically and on the export markets. It is dor the Government’. The advice is coming down from Dean
virtual food centre that represents a partnership, as we ate Kerin—you must be worried.
doing with the whole Food for the Future program. It The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
represents a partnership between Government and industrgsume his seat. The Minister for Government Enterprises.
We are working together for the benefit of the many busines- The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is one of the
ses that comprise the South Australian food sector—onmdications of where the member for Hart and the Opposition
sector that is doing extremely well in creating jobs in regionalare coming from, because he interjected that | know that the
South Australia. Modbury Hospital contract was a flop. That is the problem

The Food Online program does two things: first, it with Labor when in Government and in Opposition: it does
provides coordinated information and service delivery to theot care about how it spends the taxpayer’'s money. The fact
food industry; and, secondly, it provides a showcase of théhat that contract—
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Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Sir, | know that the The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | would have thought that
Minister is embarrassed by the Modbury Hospital contractthe Opposition might be interested in jobs in this State rather
but the question was about the EDS contract. Could we hawhan prating and making a noise. The day before the ALP

an answer on that one, please? conference, the Commonwealth released research prepared
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. by the Productivity Commission which suggested that a 1 per
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am answering the centincrease inyouthwages could lead to declines in youth

guestion that he asked just before | stood up. Contracts thamployment of up to 5 per cent. Even more worryingly, the
save the taxpayer money are the sort of thing taxpayers likegsearch also warned that adult employment could also fall
and we will continue to do that. They do indeed save moneyif youth wages rose. But, despite that very timely warning,
Mr Foley interjecting: the Labor Party refused to remove its ideological blinkers and
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will come has pressed on with a policy that may well destroy jobs.
to order. He was out of the Chamber a few minutes ago when | would say that nothing more amply illustrates the fact
I reminded the House that the Chair will view seriously thisthat the ALP in this State is stuck in a world of beam engines
practice of continuing to interject after the Chair has calledand steam boilers than what it did at that conference. Itis, |
members to order. It is bad enough for members to interjedielieve, completely irresponsible for the Labor Party to
across the Chamber, but if they continue to interject after jgnore warnings such as this and to go on pushing for equal
have brought the House to order there will be a lot of namingay regardless of age and experience. Recently | was
going on this session. privileged to attend a dinner for a major industry that employs
Mr Foley: Sorry, Sir. mainly union labour. People there bemoaned the fact that
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE:  These contracts are most employees with experience in that very large work force
entered into only when certain services are being provided afere largely over the age of 40, and that in and among young
a certain quality and save money for the taxpayer. That ipeople, because of the youth wage structure, that industry
what we have done. simply could not afford to take on and train young people.
Mr Foley interjecting: And so the skills of that industry were in danger of being lost
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: With respect to the because simply we have not got the training structures—
member for Hart, who we understand is moving northwards  pr Conlon interjecting:
shortly on the frontbench— The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | would hope that the
the‘l'rr;gSPEAKER. Order! The Minister will come back to _Tﬁmberkf.ﬁr EI.(Ijlet: isl a little int(laresteﬁ in hils( Owrl])worker:s'
' ) S ose skills will be lost not only to the workers but to the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: '1am, Sir. With respect to community of South Australia. | remind members opposite

the member fqr Ha.rts.quc.astlon, the contracts save MONYinat less than a fortnight ago the Leader of the Opposition
Mr Conlon interjecting: said:

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder,
who has already been warned. There can be no more important task facing South Australians
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The EDS contract is hantackling our jobs.
another one of those, as has been identified. If there is an ask Members interjecting:
for the total Government computing bill at X dollars and there  The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Well, the Leader of the
is a saving on that across Government, that is something thgpposition says, ‘Why isn't the Employment Minister the
taxpayers like. The simple answer to the question is that it isremier?’ Let me say publicly in this House to the person
amatter for the Minister for Information Services, and | shallyho has the greatest record as Minister for unemployment in

relay the question to him. recent decades that, if ever | make his substantial achieve-
Members interjecting: ments in unemployment in this State, the Premier will have
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart.  my offer of resignation. | would not stand in this House and
Mr Foley interjecting: be responsible for that which the member for Ramsay was
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for responsible for perpetrating on the people of South Australia.
the second time. What a sad reflection on the Labor Party that someone with
his record currently leads it. If he is serious about unemploy-
EMPLOYMENT, EQUAL PAY ment as opposed to playing political games with unemployed
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): My question is directed to the gfggll%ylt is about time he immediately repudiated this sort

Minister for Employment. At the recent ALP State confer-
ence | understand that a motion was passed calling for equa] 1he Deputy Leader also laughs. The Deputy Leader would

pay for workers regardless of age. What are the possibl,%lso do yvell to remember that she described th}e last youth

implications of such a move for the employment of youngJobless figures as ‘really disgraceful and very bad'—and | am

people and employment in the wider community? sorry that | must read out what they said, but members
Members interjecting: opposite will accuse me of misleading the House if | mis-
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | always like a challenge, 9uote them. The Deputy Leader should be standing in all

Sir. Like the member for Colton, | was absolutely askance aforums ava_ul_able to he_r and asking why her Party wants to
the motion passed by the ALP because the day before— PUrsue policies that will only add to the dole queues.

Members interjecting: An honourable member interjecting:

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | suggest that the honourable  The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The policy that you are
member look up the word in the dictionary if she does notproposing, in case the member opposite does not understand,
know what it means. The day before the ALP met, thewill increase and not decrease dole queues. Members
Commonwealth— opposite would do well to listen to the Premier when he said

Members interjecting: yesterday:
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The world is changing. We no longer need the numbers thatwe The Government now operates with standard systems that
used to tied to the drudgeries of the machine age. are used in common across all agencies. That means that
Members opposite should go to Mitsubishi and Holdens andreas such as Government payroll use the one system,
see what new and efficient production facilities are like. MoreCONCEPT; that Government records management is
needs to be done. We need to have more workers and fulmanaged through the one system, RecFind; that desktop
time jobs in this State, but this Government has madé&oftware is common, using the Microsoft software office suite
remarkable achievements. The Premier, the ministry and th@f desktop software; and that electronic messaging, as it is
previous Minister have made remarkable achievements. Thistroduced, uses the Microsoft exchange product. For that
Government has a commitment and it is an enormougeason, unlike the problem that has been experienced in other
commitment. Members opposite are neanderthals and it States of Australia, South Australia has the benefit of simply
about time they realised it and switched on the lights in Tradensuring that the common system is compliant, thereby
Hall instead of giving in to the appalling factional thuggism reducing considerably our year 2000 risk.

that goes on there. | note— As aresult, | am able to report to the Parliament that in the
Members interjecting: area of human resources the CONCEPT system, which,
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has presently, is not year 2000 compliant—and, if the system
made his point. continued to be used it would mean that from January

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: —uwith interest that members Year 2000 there would be problems paying Government
opposite pride themselves on naming themselves ‘Theémployees—uwill be rectified and indeed the new version will
Machine'. Itis about time they switched on the lights and got€ installed in December this year, meaning that we should
real. not have payroll problems in the year 2000.

In terms of Government record management, | am pleased
EDS CONTRACT to advise the House that the RecFind system is year 2000
compliant and will continue to operate into the new millen-

Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the nium. That has occurred through version 3 of that product
Minister for Information Economy, who | understand is thebeing progressively introduced across Government. In
Government’s senior Cabinet Minister for information relation to desktop software, Microsoft has confirmed that the
technology responsible for the EDS contract. | hope we getersion of software now being used by Government in terms
an answer. Will the Minister explain why the Government hasf Microsoft Office ‘97 is year 2000 compliant, and again the
failed to resolve key issues such as final assumed costs withovernment can operate with the knowledge that its desktop
EDS since it was contracted to run the whole of Governmengystem software will be functional into the new millennium.
computer system three years ago, given that the criticisms of In relation to electronic messaging progressively being
the Auditor-General in this year's Annual Report are therolled out across Government, that again is compliant and
same criticisms that the Auditor-General made in his 1995ndeed provided an interesting analysis of the year 2000 date
Annual Report? problem because the Microsoft messaging system uses the

In his 1995 Annual Report, the Auditor-General said thatproblematical two year date format, for example, ‘98’ for
in-house costs of individual Government agencies’ computed 998, but its software is programmed so that it recognises
works should have been known as early as possible and thamly those years between 1950 and 2049, thereby ensuring
unless this was done, the cost benefits and expectations of ttret it is new millennium compliant.
clients could not be satisfactorily negotiated. Three years into  Our whole of Government financial systems, the Master-
this nine year contract the Auditor-General has revealed thgiece suite of products which is provided to Government
the final assumed costs, unit pricing arrangements, revisetrough Computer Associates, is also year 2000 compliant.
annual price reductions and agency service level agreemert®wever, that software package interfaces with many other
have still not been finalised. financial packages within Government agencies. Many of

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The various Government those are not year 2000 compliant, and that task is being
agencies have been operating on costs throughout this tinnigiorously pursued to ensure that all Government financial
which have been assumed, as the member for Hart said. Thatd accounting systems are operational and accurate as we
has led to a total across Government saving, and | will obtaienter the new millennium.

a response from the relevant Minister. I am well aware that the Government has had its critics for
embarking upon standard software provision across Govern-
YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE ment, but we are now able to show to all States of Australia

i . the good sense of that change not only in ensuring we have
Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for Year 3 common focus and approach to Government but also in

2000 Compliance advise what action is being taken to ensuggamonstrating that when there are problems they are much
all whole of Government information technology systems argasier to rectify.

year 2000 compliant?

The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | am well aware of the PINES COMMUNITY CHILD-CARE CENTRE
member for Schubert’s interest in this topic. As a primary
producer he is well aware of the need to ensure that his farm Ms WHITE (Taylor): Given the announcement by the
operation is year 2000 compliant, and | am pleased to see thBtemier on 2 June that a special fund had been established to
his concern extends to Government. The answer | am able tnsure the viability of child-care centres with $600 000
give to the member for Schubert's question is, in partearmarked to ensure up to 30 community based centres in low
considerably assisted by the Government’s very sensible@come areas will remain open, will the Minister for Educa-
decision on coming into office to bring about whole of tion tell the House why the 39 placed Pines Community
Government changes in information technology provision foIChild-Care Centre has had to announce that it will close due
Government. to funding cuts; and will the Minister give an undertaking that
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his department will negotiate with that centre in orderto keep The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yesterday the Opposition

it open in the spirit of the Premier's announcement? spent the best part of Question Time in what most charitably
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member indicated, in must be described as trying to scare investment away from

June the Premier recognised that there were consideratf®uth Australia. It was whingeing, cringing negativity of the

difficulties arising from the change in Commonwealth sort that we do not need in this State.

funding of community child-care centres and very generously The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

suggested that we should look at enabling centres to work The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order.

through that with some additional funding from the State. AsThe Minister will complete his answer.

a result, $1 million was allocated and, as the member for The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Let us tell the truth about a

Taylor has correctly indicated, some $600 000 was allocateféw performances, and let us start right now with the Leader

to lower socioeconomic areas. | am not aware of the exa@f the Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition made some

details of the Pines centre to which the honourable memefery interesting comments on unemp|0yment on radio 5AD
has referred. I will endeavour to get an answer for theyn the 1 p.m. news when he said:

honourable member to determine the current circumstances The Australian Bureau of Statistics every month release figures
of that centre. on the job situation in each State. The simple fact is that South
Australia is losing thousands of jobs each month and we cannot
EMPLOYMENT continue to sustain that kind of loss of job.
There is a measure of performance, and | ask the Leader
publicly in this House to sustain his accusations.
Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order and

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister
for Employment inform the House of the latest report into
South Australia’s employment trends by Morgan and Banks?, : : .
I understand that the survey of hiring intentions showed th raw your attention to Standing Order 98 that no debate is

South Australia’s medium sized businesses are the mos{lowed. Stgndlng Order _98 prov@gs.
optimistic in the country. In answering such question the Minister or other members—
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | thank the member for his The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member does not
question, and | know he has long held a very passionateeed to read the Standing Order. | uphold the point of order.
interest in business in this State, especially small and mediuin the past few minutes the Minister has started to stray into
size business. It is very good news for South Australia thathe area of debate, and | ask him to return to the substance of
the latest Morgan and Banks survey shows the hiringhe question that was asked.
intentions of South Australia’s medium size businesses as the The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | apologise, Sir. | was
most optimistic in the country, with 28 per cent expecting tosidetracked by the Opposition’s remarks. My reading of the
put on staff over the next three months compared with aBureau of Statistics figures shows a different story. They
average of only 19 per cent nationally. There is the googhow that, since July, employment in South Australia has
news, and members of the Opposition are falling asleegrown by 15 700. It has grown in each of the last three

because they do not want to hear it. months and the participation rate has grown as well—not, as
Members interjecting: the Premier said, as much as we would like, but it has grown
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the call. nevertheless. Labor is not just out to scare off investment in
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Mike Rann said: this State and the things that it brings: it is also prepared to

South Australia has to change its business culture and drop kickompletely misrepresent facts to suitits political goals. If the
the whingers to the sideline if it is to exceed economically in theLeader has other figures that he is aware of and | am not, |

future. hope that he will share them with me. In July, Mr Rann
Mr Clarke interjecting: released a public letter giving a commitment to provide a
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: That is not Mike Terlet at constructive and positive Opposition. We are about to
the chamber’s dinner last Friday, although it could well haveannounce the program for the jobs workshop. We as a
been, but Mike Rann in a speech to the American Chambégovernment, at the Premier’s initiative—
of Commerce. | suggest that the honourable member opposite An honourable member interjecting:
take the advice of his Leader and shut up or put up some good The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member opposite plays
constructive thoughts on employment in South Australia. Irsemantics. | was never—
the IT industry, which is the fastest growing employment  The SPEAKER: The member opposite is out of order
sector in this State, 61.7 per cent of companies plan to taksecause interjections are out of order.
on staff compared with 52.3 per cent nationally. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: We will listen to people
The honourable member opposite said that this survey igom the length and breadth of South Australia, not have a
flawed, but I remind him that less than a fortnight ago anothega|kfest for a privileged few. We want to listen to the
major recruitment agency, Drake, predicted 7 000 nevtommunity, and | challenge all members opposite to be part
positions would be on offer over the next three months, withof that jobs workshop, to get out there with us and to listen
hospitality and tourism leading the surge and with more jobgo the constructive comments of the people of South
also expected to open up in the IT sector, Government, retailystralia. We in this place will have time to debate the issue.
and education. In case the honourable member doubts thathe Opposition should be part of that debate. We are all
that was reported on SAFM and Triple Mon the 7 a.m. newglected to the privilege of serving the public of South
on 15 October. Yesterday the Opposition spent— Australia, and the public of South Australia is starting to say

Mr Clarke interjecting: to us all, ‘Shape up or ship out.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will

come to order.
Mr Venning interjecting:
The SPEAKER: And the member for Schubert.
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PAPER TABLED to be congratulated on their community-minded spirit. They
have given these young students an opportunity to work with
The following paper was laid on the table: members of the community who have a disability and open
By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H. their minds to the needs of those people in our society which
Armitage)— may be different from ours.
Attorney-Generals and Justice, Departments of—Report, ~ 1he boys built pergolas which have been through one
1997-98. winter and which will stand proud for many more. As | said,
a team of students is now managing the gardens in these
INTOXICATION AND THE CRIMINAL LAW homes. None of the boys were seconded: they volunteered to

. participate in the project. From what | have seen of their
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- work, | can say they are dedicated to giving their best
ment Enterprises): | table a ministerial statement made by commitment with great enthusiasm. The gardens are looking
the Attorney-General in another place. very bright, they are well manicured and they are commented
on by many local people passing by. This joint venture
CRIMINAL LAW (UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS) betw)e/:en co)r/nmunit)?ang scﬁoolinggis ggreat ejxample of our
ACT community working together, and it makes life and society
a better and fairer place for everyone.
The students will learn many skills perhaps not available
them if they were not involved in the project but, more
importantly, their eyes and minds are open to the differences
RIVERLINK between people in society and the fact that we have individual
needs because we are in some way different. They will learn
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, that we are all equal, although a little different, but that we
Children’s Services and Training): | table a ministerial are importantand it is also important that we work together

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
ment Enterprises): | table a ministerial statement made by o
the Attorney-General.

statement made by the Treasurer in another place. and care. | know quite a lot of these students, and they will
make caring and listening leaders because of this project. |
GRIEVANCE DEBATE most heartily commend St Paul's, Peter Shanahan, John

Cameron and, especially, the children for their involvement.
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the | would like to quote the Treasurer of Frank Quigley Homes,
House note grievances. who said:
. Governments want to deinstitutionalise, their policies make that
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | compliment St Paul's very clear. They want people to live in the community. Yet living in
School which is in my electorate because, as part of itthe community involves Government in a sustained partnership so

year 12 assessment it has become nvolved with the Frarie, obrobiei secenniocion Sy, e supbor ond
Quigley Homes for the Brain .ln]ured' The Frank Qu'gleywith a disabilﬁy to live in a dignified manner, with at least sopmep
Homes are a remarkable achievement of the dedication @lality of life.
caring family and friends who wanted a better environment
for those who have suffered a brain injury. They wanted The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Today | understand
something better for them to live in. They wanted a placehat all members of the House have been provided Wit
where there could be integration with the community andBook of Best Kept Secretghich was put out recently by the
where the residents could have independence with gocatburism Commission. | for one was delighted to receive that
support so that they could lead as normal a life as possibléong-awaited publication, which has 148 pages and which
There are a cluster of five homes at Gilles Plains which nowvill be distributed to some 105 million specifically targeted
provide that support and the opportunity for people to live inhouseholds in Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and the ACT,
proper accommodation with dignity, giving them a greateras well as selected regional areas in Victoria and New South
degree of power over the decision making in their own livesWales. The publication is bright and it is innovative, as are
Once a house is built, we know that is just one step irthe cinema and television advertisements associated with the
establishing a home because there are gardens and pathsampaign.
be developed and shade areas to be constructed, and itis forl am delighted that the Minister for Tourism is in the
that that | compliment and thank St Paul’'s College, which isChamber at present because, while | am particularly pleased
sited across the road from the Frank Quigley Homes. With this publication, | am also extremely disappointed,
particularly want to thank the students. St Paul’'s Collegdecause the Adelaide Hills has been left out of it. | express
students have enthusiastically embraced the opportunity &xtreme disappointment and frustration that the Adelaide
become involved in the tenants’ support program. | underHills has been largely excluded from the Tourism Commis-
stand that 20 or more students volunteered for the firssion’s latest publicationThe Book of Best Kept Secrets
program, making the selection of the 12 students who wouldeleased last week. | have already expressed my frustration
participate a very difficult task. and made my concerns known to the commission. | led a
Last year the students from year 12 constructed foudeputation with a very positive response from Roger Cook,
pergolas at the rear of the new homes and, this yeathe Chairman of the South Australian Tourism Commission,
10 students have taken over the care and management of thed Bill Spurr, the Deputy CEO of the commission. It was a
gardens. The students’ commitment to the project is highlyery positive and worthwhile meeting.
commendable and the students raised funds to cover the cost The meeting was arranged to discuss the omission of the
of and continue the landscaping work. Peter Shanahan, thidelaide Hills from the publication. Both Mr Cook and Mr
school’s Principal, and John Cameron, who is a teacher &purr were made aware of the strong concern and disappoint-
St Paul’'s and under whose direction the students work, anment that had been expressed, particularly by tourism



36 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 28 October 1998

operators, at the Adelaide Hills being largely excluded fromyouth organisations in South Australia, from the Young
this major marketing push by the commission. Christian Workers Association through to the different youth

This is not the first time that the Adelaide Hills has beencouncils and forums both on a regional level and in the
left out of State tourism promotions, and a large number ofmetropolitan area.
operators with an interest in tourism have shown their The interesting point about youth wages is that this issue
displeasure at this situation. | realise that it is far too late tdas been raised a number of times by young workers. |
do anything to rectify the situation regarding this andbelieve that there are a number of United Nations Conven-
previous publications, but at the meeting that was organisetibns that look at the rights of workers and the rights of the
with Mr Cook it was agreed that it was important that child in relation to their receiving equal pay for equal work
dissatisfaction with the current situation be put on the recorddone in the workplace. As | said, the policy that was put

The Adelaide Hills guide is the only regional visitors’ forward for debate came from a number of sources. One of
guide notillustrated on the inside back cover of this publicathe concerns raised with me was that in the past 22 months
tion, and the area is not even included with those listed on there have been at least four Youth Affairs Ministers in this
reply paid coupon that can be sent to the South AustraliaBtate. | have been told there were five, but | cannot remember
Tourism Commission seeking more information. No Adelaidewho the fifth one was.
Hills events appear in the calendar of events, although some Most of the youth organisations were saying that, whilst
Hills tourism facilities are featured in the ‘experience’ sectionthey were not criticising Minister Hall (when she was Youth
of the book, but with no Adelaide Hills listing generally. Affairs Minister) and are prepared to give the new Minister
Perhaps the most damning feature is that, according to tHer Youth a go, they were concerned that, first, there had been
map showing South Australia, the Adelaide Hills does noso many Ministers within such a short time and, secondly,
even exist. | am very concerned about this situation. Tourisrthat the ministerial council which was to be set up in South
is flourishing in the Adelaide Hills: we need only to look at Australia (and which was, in fact, announced in the Liberal
the outstanding Hills Affare held recently, as well as theParty’s policy) still has not been set up. Many questions were
successes coming from the Yellow Pages SA Tourisnasked about consultation in the youth affairs area and where
Awards for this year. that was going. That is something | will be taking up with the

We have so much to offer, and this has been recognisetkew Minister.
by the many private operators who have invested in tourism The youth affairs issue is obviously important but is not
in various parts of the Hills. The new publication can hardlythe major point | want to make today: that is the Adelaide
be described as supporting or encouraging further investmer@asino dispute. | had the privilege of speaking to a number
It is unbelievable, really, when we consider the economiof workers who were holding a meeting at the front of
benefits gained by South Australia as a whole from tourisnParliament House last night. Some 300 workers were present,
in the Adelaide Hills. The Adelaide Hills deserves better andconcerned about the future with regard to their jobs and the
I hope that the situation will be improved in the future. | amindustrial conditions at the Adelaide Casino. | am really
particularly pleased, as | said earlier, that the Minister is irconcerned to hear that the Adelaide Casino, in its wisdom,
the Chamber at present, because | am sure that she will takas decided to pursue Australian workplace agreements
on board the concerns of people in the Adelaide Hills. | know(AWAs), despite the fact that negotiations are taking place
that she recognises the true value of the Hills, as do thwith regard to an enterprise agreement. | am also concerned
majority of South Australians. to note that, if these Australian workplace agreements come

into force, employees can be fined up to $2 000 for breaching

Ms KEY (Hanson): During Question Time the new secret Australian workplace agreements; they are not to take
Minister for Youth raised the issue of the ALP Conventionindustrial action of any sort while the AWAs are in force; and
that was held a couple of weeks ago. Just for the record,the employer can bring action against the employee at any
would like to clarify some of the misinformation that he time up to six years after the breach of an AWA by an
presented to the Chamber. First, there were a number einployee. | ask this Government where is the fairness in not
motions under the youth affairs portfolio and the industrialonly being forced into an Australian workplace agreement but
relations portfolio relating to young workers—or young also in having no rights.
people who would like work if they could get it, | should say.
The motion actually said that a future Labor Governmentwill The Hon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | am
promote the value of equal pay for equal work of equal valug@leased to bring to the attention of the House today the fact
by removing discriminatory rates of pay based on age, anthat it is Universal Children’s Day, and to say a few words
that the ALP will endeavour to introduce pay structures thagbout how UNICEF (the United Nations International
are based on skill and competency levels and demonstraté&hildren’s Emergency Fund) is marking this day, which is
experience. traditionally held on the fourth Wednesday of October each

| am pleased to say that a number of enterprise agreementsar. Since its inception in 1953, Universal Children’s Day
that various South Australian employers have been involvetias grown to involve more than 100 countries and is now the
in, not the least that of the vehicle industry, have recognisegdrimary day of promotion and celebration of UNICEF’s work
the fact that many workers, whatever their age, are able ttw achieve its mission statement, which in part states:
complete tasks within the level of their competency as UNICEFis guided by the Convention of the Rights of the Child
identified by either the award or the enterprise agreemenand strives to establish children’s rights as enduring ethical principles
The Minister for Youth may like to talk to me about the and international standards of behaviour towards children.
policy that was actually passed because, on his informatiodany members may already know of my long involvement
he presented misinformation to the House on this issue. with UNICEF, of which | am very proud to be a life member.

A number of other policies were passed in the youthThis morning | was absolutely delighted to continue that
affairs area. It is important to say that the policy came fromassociation and open the Junior Ambassador section of
not only the young people in the ALP but also a number otoday’s Universal Children’s Day celebration, in the Old
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Parliament House Chamber. The UNICEF Junior Youth The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Forum held this morning involved more than 60 studentsnember’s time has expired.
from Balaklava Primary, Craigmore South Primary, Lobethal
Lutheran School, Mansfield Park Primary, Noarlunga Downs Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | rise today to talk about
Primary, North Adelaide Primary, Northfield Primary, Princethe 1998 Federal election campaign, especially the campaign
Alfred College, Ridley Grove Primary, Rostrevor College,in which the Hon. Legh Davis was involved.
Saint Peter’s College, Scotch College, Seaford Primary, Saint An honourable member interjecting:
Michael's Lutheran School, Stradbroke Primary, Tarpeena Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, it cost me the vice
Primary and Walford College. presidency. | had to pack away the cigars and throw away my
After opening the forum | was particularly fortunate to beintern.
able to stay and listen to some of the outstanding young An honourable member interjecting:
speakers, and | thought it appropriate to share some of the Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, | got done by the machine.
comments made by these very thoughtful young Soutffhe Hon. Legh Davis made some comments during the
Australians. There were Daniel and Michelle from Stradbrokd-ederal election campaign about something called Atkinson
Primary, who spoke about what they valued most about livingand. We have here what | would assume to be a senior
in Australia. They spoke of our cultural diversity, educationbackbencher—that is his one claim to fame after 20 years in
opportunities, environment and climate. They finished withthis House; he is a professional loser. The Hon. Legh Davis
the following positive words of hope: was the person in charge of running my opponent’s campaign
Australia is a ‘good Samaritan’ to other countries, and it isin the Federal election, and he did a fantastic job: he held the
honourable to be associated with its global activities. It is great t$Wing down to 12.1 per cent! | understand that he was also
appreciate the fact that all Australians have their say and that we'revolved in Ms Gallus’s embarrassing campaign to hold the
a” WOrking towards reconCiIiation, and a better future for eVeryon%eat Of H|ndmarsh She Started the Campa|gn on8.1 per cent.
is something to look forward to. | humbly say that | managed Mr Steve Georganas’s cam-
Michelle and Daniel were followed by Orlando of Rostrevor paign, and | was worried, because | knew that the Hon. Legh
College, whose address was entitled, ‘I am Australian: mavis was in there fighting for Ms Gallus. He made accusa-
background is Italian.’ Orlando spoke of the reactions hisions about our campaigning techniques. He complained
ancestors encountered when they first arrived in Australia anihen we sent out surveys for people to fill in, and complaints
the decline of such reactions today, and said quite simply:were sent to the Premier or the Attorney-General. He feels
European migrants are now treated as citizens and most racistat this is unfair and unwarranted. The Hon. the Legh Davis
is gone against the Aboriginals and Asians, and now all we have thas been left behind in modern campaigning techniques. He
work on is making Australia a better place to live. is outdated and obviously backward.
Two young students from Tarpeena Primary School, Amie An honourable member: He is a dilettante.
Leigh and Stacey followed Orlando and spoke of ‘some of the  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That's right. To use the words
things we treasure about living in Australia’. They mentionedof the member for Unley, he is a Neanderthal. He does not
the diversity in our food, our peaceful way of life, our wide understand modern campaigning, yet he has the courage to
open spaces and our natural environment. When discussimige in another place and criticise my intellect, my campaign-

their home of Tarpeena, they said with great pride: ing technigues and the way | work in my electorate. This man
As a matter of fact, the name Tarpeena actually means ‘redgu$ & disgrace. I do not like getting up in this place and having
country’. to defend myself using personal attacks, and | certainly do not

The final speaker in this first part of the morning’s proceedlike personal attacks. There is only one person in this place
ings was Helen of Mansfield Park Primary who spoke withVith whom I'have not had a friendly conversation, and that
great confidence and presence about ‘my multicultural home'S the Hon. Legh Davis. | have had conversations with every
Helen opened by explaining the bright future her parents ha@th€r member in this House and, in fact, would call some
pursued by migrating to Australia and said proudly that sh&nembers friends. | would call the members for Hartley,
considered that Australia was her home and no other place frolton and Unley friends. Of course, I would call everyone
the world could substitute it. Helen spoke of the 15 differenon this side of the House a friend, and they were all suppor-
cultures and backgrounds of people at Mansfield ParkVe Of my candidacy for Vice President, especially the
Primary and then went on to speak of her views on racisnf'ember for Torrens. , .
and the responses of herself and her friends on the much, Of course, the member for Ross Smith could not wait to
publicised views of the One Nation Party. inform me of his decision on his voting intention. If my only
There were many other fabulous speakers, and | congratﬁla'm to fame after 20 years in this House were to be that |
late all those involved in today’s proceedings. | know that myVas & senior backbencher, that would be a disgrace. The Hon.
colleague the member for Hartley opened this afternoon’s€9h Davis is a failure not only in the Upper House but also
session of the senior ambassadors which again included mdfkiS attempt to reach the Lower House. Apparently he has
than 60 students from schools across Australia. | conclude@ld in some five attempts to enter the Lower House—in his
my remarks this moming by reminding people that all2itempt for preselection within the Liberal Party, in his
legislators and parliamentarians should have some conscierfJi€mMPt to knock off the member for Hartley, in his attempt
that we are in aworld with a global economy of $28 trillion, " Glenelg—I think twice—and in his attempt in Adelaide.

yet more than a quarter of the world’s population live onthe think he got rolled in Bragg as \{vell, but I.stand to be
equivalent of $1 a day. | would like to conclude with the corrected on that. What a great list of achievements for

following quote from one of the UNICEF publications: the Holn. Lle%h Davri]s! TLhisthln i_s a giﬁnt Wi.thir.] thehLiberaI
Childhood is a time of hope and promise. It can also be atime Og?(l’?t%llrisogglluzpae tai?]tinezgoo:laws Is championing the cause
hardship, particularly in developing countries, where the burdens o g )

poverty are so often felt among the young. | commend the work of ~ There is a tradition in the House of Representatives—
the UNICEF activities today. unfortunately it has fallen away somewhat in recent years—
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regarding members of Parliament challenging other membersent through and never wants to see her again. Any human
in contesting Lower House elections. | challenge the Honbeing who could treat another in this fashion does not deserve
Legh Davis to resign his seat in the Upper House, move tto bear another child.

West Torrens and challenge me in the next State election. |fthis had been a case where somebody had done exactly
stand behind my record and challenge Legh Davis to fightoncerned would get 10 years in gaol and not be released any
against me in the next State election. | can tell you the resulalier. When two horses were severely injured recently at
It Wl” be the same reSU|t as that n Hartley and Adelalde, anql_ockleys in my electorate, the hue and Cry among members
n Glenelg twice. | will roll this person, because he has n%f the Commur"ty was unbelievable. Why aren’t we d0|ng

idea of modern campaigning techniques. He is an ineffectualomething? We are talking about human beings here—
member of Parliament and an ineffectual backbencher, anghiidren in the community.

he is a disgrace to the Liberal Party and a disgrace to this

Parliament. Members should think of the mental anguish of that child

and consider how he can get back again to normal thinking

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Like millions of Australians, and growing up, loving the things that children his own age

| was absolutely appalled to see in thevertisedast week '€ allowed to love. Thankfully, he has a father who really
a photograph of young Matthew Nemet, who is better knowrF&/€S about him, and he is now back in Adelaide doing

as the Boy in the Box. It was even more tragic to read, whefformal things that kids love to do such as going to the zoo,
this young child was eventually saved from the horrificth€ beach and to the River Torrens. Let us hope thata human

peing can be safe. The reason | wanted to bring up this matter

couple with whom he lived, his mother and her partner, thal .
his first words were, ‘Don’t hurt me.” However, even more 'S that | know that we all feel the same about it. Let us make

horrific than that were his words, ‘You're not going to put me SU'® that the people concerned do the time they deserve.
to sleep, are you? | get hurt when | go to sleep. You're not
going to put me in that box again.’ What is even more
unbelievable is that his mother, Michelle Robinson—
Members interjecting:
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is too much
conversation in the Chamber.

Mr CONDOUS: —and her partner, Jason Leigh Stokes, The Legislative Council notified its appointment of
both of whom, in the Maroochydore District Court, were sessional committees.
given 9% years goal, are reported in the paper as possibly Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
being able to get out in four years time. It would not matter, tate of the Hbuse. '
what sort of person you asked: if you went out into the stree .
today and asked anyone out there whether you thought that A duorum having been formed:
four years or even 9% years gaol was an adequate term, they
would tell you, ‘Definitely not.’

The mother’s boyfriend (Stokes) has admitted to punching
this young child, burning him, hitting him with a broom  The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:
handle, tying him up with strips of sheet and placing him in ) )
2 box ' a closet Here is a young boy who suffered 10, Thet Stendng Ortersie aemap o fr uspendcs oo el
cigarette burns to his eyes, mouth, ears, genitals and buttoc o ply

. ) : ~'Istompleted.
Here is a woman—I will not call her his mother, because in . .
Motion carried.

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS

my opinion—

Mr Lewis interjecting:

Mr CONDOUS: —that is right—she deserves to rot in STATUTES AMENDMENT (MINING
there for the rest of her bloody life. But even more alarming ADMINISTRATION) BILL

is what she was quoted as having said in the court, that she

was prepared to kill her son rather than risk losing her The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier) obtained leave

boyfriend. It gives a new dimension to women who bearand introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Mining Act

children, although | know that 99.9 per cent of women would1971 and the Opal Mining Act 1995. Read a first time.

kill rather than let anything happen to their child. However, The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | move:

here is an exceptional case and, instead of treating it in That this Bill be now read a second time.

exceptional circumstances by giving the woman 25 years witiseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

no good behaviour bond, we are sending out a message thgatansardwithout my reading it.

these sorts of atrocities against a child can happeninahome | oo e granted.

and you can be out of gaol after four years. Is that the right .

message? The Bill has been prepared by the Government to enable several
) o amendments of an administrative nature to be made tdithimg

| am delighted to have at least read one thing in the papeAct 1971andOpal Mining Act 1995

which quoted the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean  An important amendment to both the Acts deal with the estab-

Brown) as saying that he will have a say as to whether théshment of a Mining Native Title Register. Native title provisions

child should see his mother while she is in gaol. Let us hop@troduced in June 1996 provided that proponents wishing to explore

L mine on land subject to native title must negotiate mining native
that the Minister makes sure that that young boy never Se‘%e agreements with the holders of native title. Alternatively, if

his mother while she is in gaol, and that by the time she getggreements cannot be reached or there are no parties with whom to
out he is mature enough to remember the pain and agony megotiate, the proponents may seek a determination in the Environ-



Wednesday 28 October 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 39

ment Resources and Development Court to enable such exploratiearious registered agreements and determinations confidential,
or mining to proceed. subject to specified exemptions.

The parties to such mining native title agreements may notwant  Clause 9: Amendment of s. 92—Regulations
the terms of the agreements made public as they may contain privaigyis clause amends the regulation—making powers under the

commercial dealings which could set unnecessary precedents. Thigining Act 1971with respect to the prescription of fees under the
Amendment Bill therefore provides for the parties to such agree

1.
ments to nominate whether the terms of the agreements should @ec . :
kept confidential or be available to the public fgr viewing. _Clause 10: In_sert|on of s. 70A. . . .

Regardless of the process nominated by the parties, the MininghiS clause provides for the creation of an Opal Mining Native Title
Registrar will be required to keep a Register for public inspection<€diSter in a manner similar to the Mining Native Title Register.
which will include details of the land involved, the exploration ~ Clause 11: Transitional provisions
authority or production tenement to which it relates, the partie€xisting agreements under Part 9B of ing Act 1971or Part
bound by the agreement or determination and any other informatior of theOpal Mining Act 1995will be taken to be agreements that
that may be prescribed by regulation. are to be kept confidential under the new arrangements unless the

The details of agreements and determinations will be crossparties to an agreement notify the Mining Registrar otherwise.
referenced to other parts of the Mining Register but those details
required to be kept confidential may only be inspected by persons pms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.
authorised under the Act.

Other proposed amendments outlined in this Bill relate to the
charging of fees for services provided by the Mineral Resources STAMP DUTIES (SHARE BUY-BACKS)

Group of PIRSA. Following a review in November 1997 of the AMENDMENT BILL

ser\_/lice_s provided by the G_I’Otl.)Jp and those servirg:esf provided by

similar interstate agencies, it became apparent that fees were not i ;
being charged for a range of services provided. The l—!on. MR BUCKBY (_M_lnlster fqr Education,

Accordingly, in line with Government policy, it has been decided Children’s Services and Training) obtained leave and
that, where appropriate, the Mineral Resources Group should chargfatroduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Stamp Duties Act
fees _fbolr st?]rvicef provri]declidto intd_lf)sttrytand tgefpﬁblic tand, wherd923. Read a first time.
possible, those fees should contribute towards full cost recovery. . .

Due to the comprehensive assessment process of all agreementsThe an. MR BUCKBY: | move: .
and determinations relating to native title being lodged with PIRSA,  That this Bill be now read a second time.
itis agreed that a lodgement fee should be imposed unddfitiieg =~ | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
Actwhich will be in line with the fees provided for the same service: H dwith ding i
under theOpal Mining Act in Hansardwithout my reading it.

g In additiofn, orlle of thtle major( art)eas cif concern r<]:entres on the Leave granted.
advertising of exploration licence (EL) applications. The requirement . :
to advertisge the FF)Jroposal to grant an EIF_)Fi)n both a state-w?de as wi TheSdt%TSptDutleB (?haf ?%';;Cks) An}%n??etﬂt Bill f-%as d
as a regional newspaper came into effect in June 1996 with tl tamen ampt u }est C dut ensurtle t_a to ﬁx's lnbg anb K
State’s new native title legislation. Since that time, the cost of th #re assessgn?nbsl Of stamp duty In refation to share buy-bac
additional advertising has increased to $145 000. chemes aré dutiable. . -

A scaling system of fees for advertising based on the size of th The need for the legislation has arisen from a recent decision of
EL area sought by the proponent was therefore considered the mdg€_Victorian Supreme Court of Appeal (in Coles Myer Ltd v
appropriate way to charge industry for the cost of advertising. Th&-Ommissioner of State Revenue). That decision effectively held that
larger the area applied for, the higher the advertising fee to b€ transfers associated with share buy back schemes were not
imposed. strictly ‘transfers’ and hence were not subject to duty in that State.

Other areas highlighted in the review were the need to remove Whilst the adv_ice receiveq in this State is to the effect that the
an anomaly in thélining Actin relation to the charging of rental for - State Taxation Office can continue to charge duty on share buy backs
exploration licences, and the introduction of fees to cover adminisas it has always done, it is considered prudent to amend the legis-
trative procedures involved in assessing and preparing applicatiof@tion to put the matter beyond doubt.
for Safety Net Deeds, special approvals and variations of tenement TheStamp Duties Act 1928ill be amended to ensure that both
conditions. existing and future assessments are valid.

The Bill, when enacted, will also remove certain fee anomalies My advice from the Commissioner of State Taxation is that he
which eX|stV_V|th|n the legislation an_d_therefore provide a consistenfs unaware of any objection having been lodged, prior tadbkes
approach with respect to both théining Act 1971and theOpal  Myerdecision, as a result of an assessment of duty relating to a share

Mining Act, 1995. buy-back. Following, th€oles Myerdecision refund applications
Explanation of Clauses and objections relating to share buy backs have been lodged. The

Clause 1: Short title case has thus put in question the previously undisputed interpreta-

This clause is formal. tion—an interpretation that seems to accord better with common
Clause 2: Commencement sense than the rather esoteric reasoning of the Victorian court.

The measure will be brought into operation by proclamation. The changes to th&tamp Duties Act 1928ill thus not impose
Clause 3: Interpretation any new obligations, but simply maintain the previous position as

This is an interpretative provision. recognised and accepted in this State by companies and their
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 6—Interpretation advisers. The amendment should therefore provide consistency and

A definition of ‘Mining Register’ is to be included for the purposes certainty for taxpayers and their representatives.

of theMining Act 1971 Explanation of Clauses

Clause 5: Amendment of s. 1I5A—Register of mining tenements, cjause 1: Short title
etc. ;
. - . .. Clause 1 is formal.
Section 15A of theMining Act 1971is to be amended to make it Clause 2: Insertion of s. 90AB

clear that a right to inspect the Mining Register operates subject to - > . o
the other provisions of the Act. Clause 2 inserts new section 90AB into the principal Act. The new

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 31—Fee section provides that an instrument (whether created or executed
This amendment will make it clear that the regulations may fixPefore or after the commencement of the new section) under which
various methods for calculating a fee for an exploration licence, ané shareholder transfers or divests shares to give effect to a transaction
may fix differential fees. under which a company buys back its own shares is a conveyance

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 34—Grant of mining lease of the shares. The new provision will not, however, apply to a
This amendment will make it clear that a mining lease can be granteijgnsaction for the redemption of redeemable preference shares
to the holder of a retention lease. unless they are bought back on terms other than those on which they

Clause 8: Insertion of s. 63ZBA were on Issue.

This clause provides for the creation of a Mining Native Title ]
Register as part of the Mining Register. It will be possible to keep Mr FOLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.
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ADDRESS IN REPLY adding to our primary products, and information technology
are among those opportunities that await development
Mr MCEWEN (Gordon): | move: through leadership and vision.
That the following Address in Reply to His Excellency’s opening ~ We need an energy vision and an education vision and a
speech be adopted: total rethink of the education system, and that is a lot more
May it please Your Excellency— than a couple of technical high schools. We need to revisit

1. We, the members of the House of Assembly, express oyg

thanks for the speech with which Your Excellency was pleased tQ ur transport infrastructure. There is a lot to be done and it

open Parliament. needs commitment and application from all of us. We need
2. We assure Your Excellency that we will give our bestto raise our collective gaze above the horizon and agree on
attention to the matters placed before us. where we wish to be. Then and only then can we have a

3. We earnestly join in Your Excellency’s prayer for the divine gepate on how we wish to get there. Any philosophical
blessing on the proceedings of the session. differences that exist between us and within Parties ought to
In moving this motion, | will make a few comments. Yester- he about means and not ends. We owe it to the people of
day His Excellency issued a challenge to all 49 electedouth Australia to conceive a vision that will give hope and
members of the Parliament of South Australia. | intend thspiration’ create Opportunity and 0pt|m|sm In this emerging

reissue that challenge— world of borderless economies we need to call into question
Members interjecting: the relevance of the nation State and our place in it. If nation
Mr McEWEN: Sorry, 69 elected members. | am glad you States are becoming increasingly less relevant in the global

are awake over there—just testing; thank you. village, what of this State and this Parliament? What is our
Mr Clarke: | would hate you to abolish the Council!  purpose? What are we here for?

Mr McEWEN: There was no indication on my partthat  Globally, nations will disintegrate and reaggregate. We are
I wish to abolish the Council or even support such a moveseeing this in western Europe and the old Soviet Union at this
| reissue the challenge to the 47 members in this Chambetime. No such fate faces us. As an island State the pressures
but first allow me to pause briefly to reflect on the Firstwill manifest themselves differently, but nonetheless we have
Session of the Forty-Ninth Parliament. The first session wilfar less sovereignty and will be dictated to far more strongly
be judged by history as an opportunity lost, resources wasta#lan in the past. The old fortress Australia solution is no
and our electors neglected. We showed a lack of will, a lackonger tenable—protectionism is not the answer. So what is?
of leadership, a lack of vision, a lack of desire to make a In his bookThe End of the Nation Stat&enichi Ohmae
difference. The Opposition too often proved to be just that—talks about the four building blocks of the future. He says the
an Opposition rather than an alternative. The Labor Party, tfour building blocks are industry, investment, information
my mind— and the individual. He calls them his four ‘I's. We all ask for

Members interjecting: an ever improving quality of life for ourselves and our

Mr McEWEN: Just wait for it—you have plenty of time children. As individuals and as a nation we recognise that we
yet. The Labor Party, to my mind, showed a desire to simplyare not and will not all share equally in these circumstances,
destabilise the Government rather than to present a plausibifeit we wish for continuous improvement. Many of the forces
alternative. It is so easy to criticise and so much morehat will shape our future are beyond our control and, if they
difficult to present an alternative. There are exceptions. Theannot be brought within our sphere of influence, we ought
member for Spence in particular set about to use the legislaot waste our time and resources on them.
tive process to make a difference, and by gaining the support In my maiden speech | alluded to Steveovéy, who
of the three non-Government members on this side he didiould make exactly that point. He said we must learn to
make a difference. | applaud that approach, but too often theperate within our spheres of influence and not our spheres
Opposition set about to create a cannibalistic feeding frenzgf concern. | will look briefly at each of Kenichi Ohmae’s
amongst the Liberals, and sadly for the Liberals this negativéour ‘I's and hopefully use them as stepping stones to
approach was too often successful. articulate a clear vision for us in South Australia.

While the Liberals are distracted from their true purpose The first of those ‘I's is industry. Industry will go
by such Labor tactics, with an added dose of internal plottingwherever opportunity exists: opportunity for its shareholders,
it is the bureaucrats who steal the day. Most of the 12®orderless opportunity. Mark Latham in his ba@kilizing
different pieces of legislation we dealt with in the first sessiorGlobal Capitalmakes the point that 40 of the largest 100
were limited, visionless, restrictive and regulatory. Mosteconomies in the world are not nation states, and that number
added further to the over regulated environment within whichs rising. They are corporate entities and not nation states.
we are forced to live and work. None took away regulationThat number is rising, unlike Mark’s star. He has now been
or red tape, yet the Liberals claim that they stand for deregusanished by Labor to the back bench. He will rise again. He
lation. It is their policy plank, but unfortunately it is more understands the impact of global capitalism on the sovereign
about rhetoric than reality. So the first session was astate.
opportunity lost. The second of the ‘I's is investment. Investment will go

In his address on 2 December last year His Excellencyhere there is a market advantage. Investment will work hand
spoke of the need to rebuild South Australia. He spoke of & glove with industry and transfer management experience
program of recovery and growth—not a program of sellingand technology to wherever the advantage exists. Govern-
all we have. He spoke of the need to engender trust in theents can unwittingly play into the hands of this powerful
political system and in politicians. He advised of plans tocombination by redirecting its own capital to the competition.
create a two-tiered ministry. He indicated that there would bdust one such example is the superannuation guarantee. It has
a challenge to revisit Standing Orders. More importantly, Hishad an enormous impact on reducing the investment available
Excellency spoke of the potential for growth and develop-o rural and regional Australia—an unintended outcome with
ment that exists and remains untapped in this State. Tourisdevastating consequences. Much of the future capital that
and mining, the wine industry, the State food plan, valuevould normally be reinvested by small business has been
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gathered up by Governments and now is often invested ior unprincipled competition, which is exactly what we are
international marketplaces. This is the first of many warningsloing to our primary producers at this time.
for those who claim to represent rural electorates. Thisisthe Michael Porter talks about the competitive advantage of
first example of where the Liberals have abandoned nomations. Our competitive advantage will know a number of
urban Australia. forms. Our human capital must be developed to be the best
The third of the ‘I's is information technology. IT has there is. This means that investment in initial and continuing
underpinned the globalisation of industry and investmenteducation is vital. It means that we cannot realistically
Data is now available instantaneously, irrespective of timeubsidise or offer incentives and inducements to industry
and place. Inefficient industries cannot hide. Benchmarkindpecause, when that cuts out, they go. That is a message for
is continuous and opportunities move quickly to exploit anyall of us: do not waste taxpayers’ money on incentives or
natural or artificial advantage. inducements as part of global capital because industry will
The individual is the fourth ‘I': what impact are we having continue to move to wherever the advantage exists.
on our own future? It is the individual who allows all thisto It means that we must attract investment to areas only
happen by exercising choice. The invisible hand of Adanwhere we are and will remain the best. It means that we must
Smith, price is all conquering. A nation’s own citizens canexploit our natural advantage and add value to it. We cannot
become that nation State's worst enemy if they fail tohope to be all things to all people. We need to build a critical
embrace the consequences of this invisible hand. Evenmpass and to develop a sustainable and competitive advantage
product, every service has a shelf price and areal price. If wim a focused way. Porter would claim that this needs a
choose to pay a discounted shelf price, we act against th@pulation base of around 10 million. We obviously cannot
principles and values we purport to uphold. The concept ohchieve this at a State level. We need to bulk up and build the
connexity says that everything is linked and that, if yourelationships that give us this critical mass. In some com-
choose not to pay the true price up front, unfortunately younodities we can market only at the Australian level.
will eventually end up paying. | will give a couple of  To try to market wine, say, at anything smaller may not
examples. achieve the sustainable presence and long-term penetration
Mr Lewis: And paying more. that that market needs. In forestry and fishing we need a
Mr MCEWEN: Much more besides—I thank the member national strategy, butin tourism, perhaps, we could get away
for Mallee. The shirt | am wearing is made in China, possiblywith something less: a southern State strategy, say, in through
without due regard for human rights or the environmentSydney to Melbourne and out through Adelaide. Michael
Human oppression and environmental degradation, no matt€orter would also claim that we need to develop clear points
where it occurs, will eventually impact on us. We will in the of entry and exit: sea, air and IT. Ports for knowledge and
end pay the true price. ports for services. The concept of a north-south railway link
Mr Foley interjecting: makes sense, but we also need to be the intersection of the
Mr MCEWEN: You are absolutely right—why did | buy world’s IT. The underground cables to Asia, Europe and the
it? Because, like other members, | fail at this time to recogAmericas need a connecting point—this could be us.
nise that we should be investing in our own vision and future. | am putting that we need to clearly identify what we wish
The recent article in th&inancial Reviewentitled ‘Why  to be and it must be focused, strategic and of sufficient bulk
Australian oranges are lemons’ points out that oranges pickeéd be sustainable. We must also maintain control of our
in Brazil at 20 cents Australian per 40 kilogram box by competitive advantage and add value to it. We know that the
children who are afforded no health protection, no accidenproducers of unprocessed basic commodities will not be
compensation and no social security compete in Australiaprotected but rather will be abandoned to unfair and unprinci-
supermarkets with our own produce. pled competition. We have seen that done by the Liberals and
Price driven marketing undermines all that we stand forby Labor. We must differentiate the product and position the
We wish for a continuous improving quality of life, yet we output in markets that will bear the price. All of this needs a
set about to destroy our own interests with such competitiornzery different approach to the one we have seen thus far.
We are allowing the globalisation of the economy to creatéver the past 12 months Parliament has offered nothing in
new global fault lines—global economies that dwarf nationathis regard.
interests—but we recognise that there is no turning back. We It requires some intellectual rigour, some vigorous debate,
must also recognise that we believe in a civil minimum—asome independent thinking and a lot of hard work, but | ask:
social security safety net—and that this civil minimum needslo we have the wit, the will and the wisdom to do it? Before
to be funded. The environment within which we mustl move to what the Governor suggested we will be doing in
underwrite this civil minimum is further complicated by the the next 12 months, let me expand briefly on what is meant
emergence of global generations that have more in commdsy a ‘civil minimum’. We must actually underpin and
with each other than they do with the older generation.  therefore fund rather than compete with unprincipled and
They struggle with solving Final Fantasy Seven, and theyinfair markets. We believe in a living wage. We believe in
post cheats on the Internet. Nintendo and Sony play statioreccessible welfare, pensions, free education, natural disaster
are part of a technology driven convergence achieved iassistance and emergency services.
nanoseconds, not centuries. Our youth relates to information We believe in secure essential services and superannuation
not location. The new generation will build their own futuresguarantees, in annual and long service leave, public holidays,
despite us, so where do we fit in and what is our role? Clearlpccupational health and safety, equal opportunity, Legal Aid,
we must, in partnership with other spheres of Governmentlisability support, emergency shelters, public transport, an
create the circumstances where taxes can be generated to fiaatessible legal system, a fair health system, public and
the civil minimum and stimulate opportunity. To do this we private security, a democratic Government and support for
need to be the best, to encourage investment, to focus dhe arts, to name just a few. To believe in these things as a
centres of excellence, to generate industry clusters and &ociety, we must fund them; and we fund them out of taxes
ensure that our wealth generators are not exposed to unfain wealth generation. If we then insist that the wealth
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generation must compete unfairly with unprincipled marketsgestructive and not helping us serve the vision that we ought
we will not survive. to be projecting for this State.

The Governor in his speech yesterday talked about The Governor talked about the drift of our youth to the
dedicated and sustainable economic growth in tandem withastern States. The real issue for most of us in rural South
social responsibility. That is exactly what | am talking about:Australia is not the drift to the Eastern States but the drift to
social responsibility is underpinning and funding the civil Adelaide. The Adelaide-minded people are concerned about
minimum. So, sustainable economic development in thighe drift of our youth to the Eastern States. They have already
country is economic development which will yield the denied and abandoned rural and regional South Australia;
financial rewards to underpin that which we believe in. Thehey have done nothing to check the drift. If members think
Governor talked about self-esteem, self-reliance and confk series of jobs workshops will check this drift, they are sadly
dence. That means that we must be prepared to champion amdstaken. Jobs workshops are a second order activity. The
to celebrate success, and we do not do that well. real question is: how will we generate wealth? We need

We must put our winners up on a pedestal. We musyvealt.h generation wprkshqps in this State and out of wealth
support and champion those who have achieved and be#¢ will create sustainable jobs.

successful. That will send the right signals to small business Another talkfest about jobs will achieve absolutely nothing
across the State. The Governor said: and | can tell members that regional South Australians are not

Iilnterested. They have been asked too many times over recent
years to attend talkfests—an expensive exercise for small
. . e . business leaders—by all sorts of people—SA Great, the
Thatis the point Ovey makes: if it isoutside our sphere of 5qih Australian Training Strategy and economic develop-
influence, leave it alone. In the next 12 months we musken; hoards. They have given the same message t0o many
direct all our energies to the areas in which we can make gy a5 now, The message from small business in rural South
difference. It must be an area in which we can actuallyy strajia is, ‘Help us to help ourselves.” With a focus on
challenge and make a difference. He also talks about @eqth generation, the jobs and opportunities will come, but
bipartisan approach. We must have a bipartisan approach {3 workshoper sewill be no more than another talkfest.
despribe our vision. From that point there can thgn be a poinf we are dinkum about regional South Australia, we will

of difference. We can move on and, due to the differences if,cs and work hand in hand with small business to create
our philosophical beliefs, seek different roads, but th ointly our own richly imagined future.

destination must be underwritten by all of us. That is thé 1 Governor talked about telehealth in the home. What
challenge. ~ the Governor was alluding to is the opportunity for broad

Unfortunately, the Governor also spoke about a notion opand T into all homes in South Australia through which a
reducing State debt to a point that would free up $2 millionproduct such as telemedicine can then be provided. Infotain-
a day That is not aCh|eVab|e_. If we Solq all of the asse_ts Wﬁ]ent will be the Stepping off point for broad band into our
own as a State we would still not achieve that objective. homes and the real challenge will be access and equity,
hope and trust that this is not a signal to move towards §ecause we must find some way to ensure that all South
challenge that was put to us earlier: the wish to be a debt fregystralians have the opportunity for broad band IT in their
State. We do not wish to be a debt free State. Debt itself is Bgomes. That is the challenge, not just telehealth. Telehealth
positive economic instrument. Debt managed properly is @ught to be an outcome, a product, of an IT vision and, if it
powerful tool that helps develop capital and create opportunis dealt with in isolation, again expensive mistakes will be
ties. | neither believe in nor support the concept that, as tade in the margin. This is a huge opportunity and, if we do
State, we should seek to sell off everything we own tonot step back, it will be an opportunity lost. The GRNC can
become a debt free State. be part of this opportunity. The whole notion of rebuilding

Even with respect to the ETSA debate there is no greahe communications infrastructure of this State—the data and
advantage in selling off strategic assets for the sake of a shafbice infrastructure—is a tremendous opportunity; we must
return because, in effect, all you are doing is bringing forwardhot lose it.
afuture dividend and paying and accepting a discount for it. ' The Governor talked about reviewing the Education Act.
There is no point in bringing forward the revenue that will be| applaud the fact that the Education Act will be reviewed,
guaranteed to this State upon owning the ETSA distributiomecause the human capital is our future. It is probably the
network. It is a valuable asset, and it is an asset that willnost important and strategic investment that we can make.
continue to pay a dividend. We are not interested in takingVe must invest in our human capital and out of that oppor-
that dividend today and therefore accepting a discount on itginities will be generated. | do not believe, though, that the
true value. We do not need to own the rest of those generatingview of the Act will be anywhere near that visionary. |
assets. If Western Mining wants to produce some generatirtgelieve that the focus again will be on managing resources
assets of its own, please allow it to do it. rather than leadership.

It will take the pressure off the rest of this State interms  As part of that review, under computing skills, we see that
of underwriting a guarantee to supply electrons to the smaktvery pupil in South Australia will have the opportunity to
consumer. It is the best thing that could happen to the Statbecome computer literate. The only people who are computer
but that has nothing do with the ownership of the distributionilliterate at the moment are the teachers, not the students. We
outlet. It is amazing that they take A and try to link it to B do not need a strategy to make our students computer literate:
when they are fundamentally different issues. Let this Liberabur students are IT literate, our students understand and,
Government encourage Western Mining to build its ownagain through information technology and infotainment, they
generation capacity, but never allow this Government to sekkmbrace this technology. It is the education system and the
a strategic asset, a monopoly, the distribution network. It iseachers that are being left behind. You can talk to them about
too valuable. It will pay a dividend in perpetuity. Itis just one internets and intranets but, when students ask whether they
example of where a preoccupation with debt is beingcan hand up their homework on a disk, the teachers’ eyes just

My Government seeks to deliver the above outcomes while al
around us challenges and issues are outside the State’s control.



Wednesday 28 October 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 43

glaze over. It is our teachers and our system that need tpportunities and being proud of what we have to offer in the
accommodate the enormous opportunities being offered kipurism industry in South Australia.
the information technology explosion. We heard about the opportunity for call centres. Call

We heard about another 2 400 young people being offeregentres are not an opportunity for Adelaide at the expense of
traineeships over the next two years; that is, 1 200 a year. W€ Eastern States: they are an opportunity for the whole of
must remember that three years ago there were 1 500. Saouth Australia. | had the pleasure recently of visiting the 013
over the next 12 months 300 opportunities will be taken away €lstra call centre in Mount Gambier. This is a great oppor-
under this budget. | applaud the 2 400 traineeships, but wilhity. Technology will allow the development of these
need to acknowledge that there would have been 3 000. TH@portunities, irrespective of place, so that we can help to
number has been reduced. | also support the notion thanderpin the regeneration and revitalisation of our small rural
600 graduates are to be employed, giving our young skille@conomies. Let us think about call centres but let us use them

people, our human resource, the opportunity to apply thei®s a springboard to address the damage we have done inrural
skills in the work place. | welcome that approach. South Australia, not just grab them for Adelaide and again

The Governor talked about access to safe and secure wafifandon the bush. .
resources. The real challenge for South Australia in terms of 1€ task force on regional development needs to come to
water is far bigger than that. Water is the gold of the twentyd"iPS with the real issue, that is, that we need a holistic
first century. | am sure that the member for MacKillop will @PProach at a regional level. As funding was cut and as
expand on that aspect and will point out that again a one-ofpOvVernment services were restricted, every one of them
opportunity exists for us to embrace water and to drive th&lawed back. Like a great octopus, the tentacles were pulled
agenda, not just squander it and lose control for all time of? @nd one by one families were pulled out of small rural

what is part of our vision, part of our wealth generation. wecommunities. From the vantage point of the bureaucrat in the

heard about waste management. Waste managementcr%”tral bureaucracy it was nothing because it was only one

yesterday’s descriptor: today we talk about resource recover{@Mily here and one family there but, when viewed from a
I ask the Minister: where is Recycling 2 0007 | am told thatlifferent plane, as a member of a small rural community, 20
Recycling 2000 is again an opportunity lost and that, as §ifférent agencies were doing the same thing and suddenly
State, we are not embracing resource recovery but rathirwas 20 families. Down came the critical mass: there were

bickering about parochial issues. | hope | am wrong, but ewer teachers, nurses and police so more people left. Let us
need to ask more. ope that the regional development strategy understands in

S S a holistic way what a critical mass is about and what is
We_ hear about the D_arwm rail l".]k' which is scheduled torequired to justify the levels of service that we all have the
start in 1999. There is a real risk for me and for my

community in terms of the Adelaide to Darwin rail link: we right to expect. That is the challenge for the strategy but, on
Y A . ; past performance, | doubt whether that is the view that those
have a great fear that we will not be part of it, that we will be

cut off from it. We understand that ASR is not interested inpeqrﬂgrglg::kae ICEBE)I/engu g'?r:grtc[))l)ci)r?tkscm atl? ? &?j;ﬁﬁlz to
a freight line from Wolseley to Mount Gambier. The last : . . : :
thing ?he people of the Sout);l-East would wish is to be part[nake briefly in terms of the Governor’s address in opening
funding an Alice Sprinas to Darwin rail link which the the Second Session yesterday. He alluded to the fact that a re-
9 pring Y elected Commonwealth Government has a mandate to

cannot access. That would be a major concern to our re910Ustructure taxation. He is absolutely right. It does have a

Whi_Ch would be alarmed about paying for something to Whicq'nandate and it is a one-off opportunity for this State. It is
it did not have acgess. . . . another opportunity for us to step back from asset sales for
_ Itwas interesting to note that we are to trial air-condi-3 minute and look at what the problem truly is. Horizontal
tioning in school buses. Again, that is in the margin. The reahnq vertical fiscal equalisation is the challenge—the tax base,
issue with school buses is that many of them are old and tireghe mix in the tax base, between State and Federal Govern-
and the funding arrangements that are in place do not alloyhent. |t is in the black; we are in the red:; it is our money. It
for depreciation, thus do not allow for reinvestment in our busg our tax and we want it back. That is the challenge for this
fleet. The other thing we are seeing is more bus routes beingyate and that will help redress a lot of the wrongs. If we get
cut; therefore, there are fewer buses feeding small schoolg,e oyerall tax balance right, we will not have to worry about
Parents are driving past the small schools into the majogsset sales to anywhere near the same degree to alleviate what
towns, where they are employed; they are taking children oy perceived to be a difficult State debt.
of the small schools, thus an educational option is being e challenge for all 47 of us is to agree. We have some
eliminated. This is not done purposefully or in a focused way-hajienges in common. We need to describe the vision. We
but as an accident of a pathetic school bus strategy. Again Weseq to sign off on the centres of excellence and the best
are reacting to a funding issue in the margin rather thamactice that we believe is possible in this State, and then start
havmg_awsmn about our schooling, particularly our primarygepating a strategy to get to that end. Then we can start to
schooling, and the future of our small rural schools. Membergapate how to invest in our human capital and how to do
can see what happens when we become preoccupied Wiy mething about the bureaucratic red tape and all the other
debt and the short term. barriers to wealth generation. We should do that second, but
We talked about celebrating our success, and an attemfiist we should show some optimism and pride in the
in that regard is the publication we received today entitledbpportunities that exist in this State and demonstrate that we
The Book of Best Kept SecreBure, a fair few secrets were can lead this State through a vision, not implode through
missed out and there are a few aggrieved people. We needfigrther internal fighting and scrapping in this place.
getitright the second time around but it was not a bad effort
for the first time. | am sure that, when everyone looks at it, Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): |second the motion for the
they will give them a hand, and the real people will make aradoption of the Address in Reply. | take this opportunity to
improvement. But at least it is a start in terms of championingongratulate and thank His Excellency on his address to the



44 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 28 October 1998

people of South Australia in setting out the agenda for hisvhat has happened to services and infrastructure to date in
Government for the Second Session of the Forty-Ninthrural South Australia casts considerable doubt on the
Parliament. Government’s rhetoric about its commitment to regional
On 4 December last year | had the privilege and pleasureconomic development.
of making my first contribution to debate in this House as the  When this House next considers Government proposals
representative of the people of Chaffey. | spoke then of théor privatisation of public enterprises and the important
message delivered by South Australian voters in the electiogervices that the public sector now provides in rural South
of 11 October 1997. It was clear from the election results thaf\ustralia, it should keep in mind a simple economic reality.
rural South Australians were demanding nothing less than &he reality is that the private sector will not maintain or
new deal from the major political Parties and this Govern-expand services, infrastructure and enterprises in rural areas
ment. | do not believe that the expectations of people andnless there is an economic pay-off. Profitability and rate of
businesses in rural South Australia are unreasonable. Thegturn on capital is a key consideration for the private sector.
expect parliamentarians and Government appointees to tlieis rarely in the interests of potential investors or existing
various community boards, agencies and organisations tausinesses in rural areas to provide the essential community
listen to rural views and concerns and to communicate anthfrastructure and services which are necessary and which
represent those views and concerns in Parliament and all te@mhance a region’s attractiveness to new investment.
other policy forums in which we as elected State political The reality is that, under our system of competitive
representatives operate. federalism, South Australia competes with every other State
Secondly, | believe that they expect a positive commit-and Territory for new development dollars and new industry.
ment on the part of the Government to economic advanceAt a regional level, every new investment in regional
ment of rural communities as well as recognition and suppor®ueensland, New South Wales or Victoria is a lost opportuni-
forindividual effort at a local level. They expect consistencyty for regional South Australia. Jobs and skills follow
and coordination of Government policies and programs innvestment. Regional communities live or die on the basis of
rural areas. They expect a decent level of basic services atigeir ability to attract new investment. To keep and attract
infrastructure. | have to say that, after 12 months, thevorthwhile industries and businesses to rural areas, we need
expectations of rural South Australians are a long way fronto offer competitive community service standards and
being met. There is a strong feeling that as a State we are stdbmpetitive infrastructure options.
going backwards, that we are being held back by Government Any rural or remote region in South Australia that loses
indecision, endless political point scoring and factionalhealth, education and other basic community services will
infighting. struggle to maintain its infrastructure for future economic
I am concerned that this Government has failed to developiability. The loss of community services, economic infra-
a visionary plan or to pursue policies to generate optimisnstructure and new investment becomes part of an accelerating
and confidence that would trigger economic growth in thisdownward spiral. By contrast, rural regions that can retain a
State. | am especially concerned that the Government hdmsic, reasonable standard of community services and
failed to recognise and nurture the economic growth andhfrastructure options find it easier to attract new industries
development potential of regional and rural South Australiaand new investment.
in a coordinated and consistent fashion. As members of this House are well aware, the wine
The Premier has staked his political standing on a pledgmdustry is one of the few bright spots in a generally slow
that South Australia will be debt free before the next Stat&South Australian economic scene. In the Riverland, there is
election. His commitment to lift the ongoing burden on Southan ongoing surge of new investment due in particular to the
Australians that is a legacy of the last Labor Government irbooming export demand for our region’s wines. For example,
this State is undoubtedly a good policy objective and IBRL Hardy is investing $25 million to $30 million in the
support it, but by itself that policy is not capable of achievingexpansion of its winery operation; Kingston Estates,
all that the Premier has promised. Of itself, the reduction 066 million; Normans, $3.5 million; Australian Vintage,
elimination of the State’s debt cannot, to use the Premier'$3.5 million; and Southcorp more than $7 million. Total new
words, give us a positive, optimistic future. investment in regional wineries is more than $45 million and
It is clear that the Premier has in mind a sweepinghat is justin the Riverland. Vineyard expansion continues to
privatisation agenda. To achieve the nominated debt-freke substantial. Already the value of the Riverland crop is
target by 2001, the Premier and the Government will have tabout half of the total South Australian crop.
sell off various other State-owned assets in addition to those Even the bare statistics for the industry tell a remarkable
already earmarked for sale. Those assets now on the list fetory. In 1998, the Riverland crushed 234 000 tonnes of
sale include ETSA, Optima Energy, the Ports Corporationgrapes. Within five years, this figure is projected to increase
SA Lotteries, the Motor Accident Commission and the TAB.to 400 000 tonnes or more. In 1999 alone, the estimated
To this list can probably be added SA Water and the State'mcrease in the crush will be 50 000 tonnes. By 2002, grape
forest resources. Such a massive program of privatisation giroduction in the Riverland is projected to increase to a level
publicly owned strategic assets over three years would bihat is higher than total South Australian production in 1997.
unprecedented in the history of this country. This poses some logistical and processing problems for the
If one thing is certain about the effect of privatisation it is industry moving into the future as these vineyards come into
that Governments neglect community service obligationgroduction, and needs to be addressed by the industry with
after the sale of public enterprises and public services takdhe support of Government. Many other industries in the
place. The effect of cutbacks in basic services has alreadyiverland are benefiting from the flow-through effects of
caused more pain in rural areas than anywhere else. Thatwsne industry investment and expansion. In a very real sense,
because the level and availability of basic services anthe region is leading the way in State economic recovery and
infrastructure in regional areas has traditionally been lowerevitalisation, yet even the Riverland struggles to retain basic
and the cost higher than in metropolitan areas. In my viewservices and attract the kind of economic infrastructure that
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encourages new investment and development. Recenti$tate’s major regional economies remain competitive with
QANTAS made a commercial decision not to continue withcomparable regions in the Eastern States when it comes to
the regular Adelaide/Renmark/Mildura service. QANTAS hasattracting and retaining business investment and business
passed on the contract to O’Connor Airlines, which haservices?
decided that it will no longer include Renmark as a stopover, Government help and involvement in the form of funding
apparently because it will be using larger aircraft, which ardor feasibility studies can usually be relied on to confirm what
not economical to land in Renmark. is already known. In reality, no amount of Government
This purely commercial decision means that the Riverlandunding for consultancies and feasibility studies will assist a
has lost its only regular commercial commuter air link with region when commercial or economic viability clashes with
Adelaide and the East Coast. From the Renmark area the@overnment service obligations. Unless the Government is
was an average of 1 000 pickups and drops in Adelaide, plysrepared to pay the funding shortfall or an appropriate
a business of around $35 000 in freight. This is not, howeveperating subsidy, a private sector provider is highly unlikely
financially viable for O’Connor. Business transport costs willto recognise or shoulder service obligations that are properly
now increase, and many Government organisations arttie responsibility of Government. There comes a point when
agencies will be forced to absorb additional costs involved ira community loses its critical mass of essential infrastructure
chartering flights. For example, the Riverland Healthand services, at which point it ceases to be an effective
Authority will be required to charter flights for visiting competitor for new business investment and development.
specialists at an estimated additional cost to its travel budget In my view, we should be very clear about the neglect of
of $40 000 a year. This is in a budget that is being continuallcommunity service obligations that has been and will
stretched by increases in costs, and without a lift to theontinue to be an inevitable consequence of the program of
ceiling of the budget. privatisation planned by the Government. | have yet to be
I would need a good deal of convincing that the privatisa-convinced that there will be safeguards or incentives to
tion of QANTAS, although it is a Federal privatisation, hasensure adequate service provisions and infrastructural
provided a better deal for Riverland businesses or residentdevelopment a decade down the track from the privatisation
Let me give another example, involving natural gas infra-of currently State-owned businesses and assets. As well as
structure. Recently, Boral and Investra announced theiexercising great caution in considering any proposal to sell
intention to extend the natural gas pipeline from Berri tooff the strategic assets that this State has painstakingly built
Mildura, bypassing Renmark. Thanks to the lobbying effortaup over the decades, | suggest that this House should turn its
of the Renmark community and Renmark council, Boral isattention to changes needed to attract new investment and
now considering the viability of a spur line to Renmark, aftereconomic development to South Australia, which includes
initially declaring that it was not economically viable to regional South Australia.
provide a service to Renmark. | do not single out these two Whilst the Riverland is currently experiencing an econom-
examples or these two corporations for mention because théyboom, mainly due to the success of the wine industry, the
have done something wrong. As private sector businessa®gion needs to diversify from its horticulture dependency by
they are required to march to the drumbeat of profitability andttracting alternative and value-adding development that will
the balance sheet bottom line. secure the future of the region by establishing an economic
To my mind, however, the two examples go to the hearbase not solely dependent upon horticulture and agriculture.
of the problem that privatisation raises. Community servicelThe Government’s $2 million package that secured a future
obligations will always run a poor second to corporatefor Berri Limited in the Riverland is to be applauded. Berri
profitability when any formerly publicly owned enterprise Limited is the Riverland’s largest employer and, whilst
goes private. | believe there is no way that the Governmemationalisation has seen the administration business withdraw
can guarantee that all community service obligations will bérom South Australia, employees in the Riverland can now
met in the transition from public to private ownership. Thisfeel secure about their future.
may not matter very much in metropolitan and city areas, Initiatives such as the recently announced Riverland Rural
where the provision of services and infrastructure is muchirartnership Program are a start, and should also be com-
less likely to be at risk following a change from public to mended. This $5 million program is jointly funded by State
private ownership, but in regional areas it is clear thatind Federal Governments and will provide assistance to
privatisation has been and will continue to be accompaniedxisting growers to improve quality standards, and assistance
by service withdrawals and cutbacks. to businesses with a view to export expansion. It is a program
The challenge for Government is how its privatisationdesigned to establish partnerships between the Government
policies will deal with the private sector decisions that haveand existing enterprises to create opportunities for economic
the potential to disadvantage an entire region. What, fogrowth. | commend the Government for these commitments.
example, will the Government do when Investra, a South particularly would like to commend the Minister for
Australian company, takes a hard-nosed decision, based &mimary Industries for his contribution to rural communities
economic criteria, to run a gas line to Mildura, thereby givingthrough programs developed to enhance the efficiency,
our regional competitors a significant infrastructure advansustainability and profitability of rural industries.
tage and, on the same basis, decides to bypass Renmark if thePrograms such as the Riverland Rural Partnership
economic feasibility is marginal? This is the kind of basicProgram and Food for the Future, and his commitment to
guestion that the Government must satisfactorily answeprojects such as the Loxton irrigation rehabilitation and the
before it can expect the support of regional South Australi®ualco-Sunlands drainage scheme, indicate his commitment
for its sweeping privatisation program. When economido the Riverland and to the rest of regional South Australia.
feasibility studies are finely balanced or when the numberslowever, much is still to be done from an industry perspec-
do not stack up, will the South Australian Government betive, and | look forward to working closely with the new
prepared to make an appropriate contribution towards the cobtinister for Industry and Trade in the future. To date we
of the service or the infrastructure in order to ensure that thisave been only tinkering around the edges. What is lacking
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is a coordinated and consistent approach to regional developstablishing confidence in the political process and in the
ment. In the past 12 months this Government has done littluture of this great State. | look forward to developing a
to restore the confidence of rural South Australians that it ipositive working relationship with the Government for the
serious about its regional development policy direction. Imext session for a better future for all South Australians.
fact, the general perception is that this Government does not
have a long-term policy direction, apart from the Premiers Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): Itis a privilege to rise
privatisation agenda. in this place in the second session of my first term as a
Where is the aggressive approach? Where are the plansigember of the House of Assembly. | would like to congratu-
get out there and aggressively target specific industries f@te the Governor on his speech. Although I might disagree
attract new investment to regional South Australia, not justvith some of the sentiments in His Excellency’s address, he
metropolitan South Australia? | suggest that, in terms ohas served this State well as our Governor. We must ensure
policy, this Government has become one-dimensional, havingat our Governors can maintain their independence and
become obsessed with privatisation. The Government dogkefend their non-political role. We must guard against
not seem to have yet grasped the link between economfeovernments’ attempting to use the office of Governor for
growth, attraction of new development and jobs creation ifParty-political reasons. | am sure that the Parliament and the
rural South Australia. There is no need for the Governmengommunity will agree with this sentiment. | would also like
to attempt to pick winners or waste taxpayers’ funds into congratulate the Speaker of the House of Assembly and his
backing business ventures. There are plenty of entreprenedpgputy; they have overseen the running of this place with
who have the energy, drive, resources and commitment tdignity and fairness. | am sure the Opposition will be of one
succeed in their own business without the Governmenyoice in congratulating them, unlike the case involving the
holding their hand. Speaker’s predecessor.
What regional industries and regional communities need An honourable member interjecting:
are basic community services and basic economic infrastruc- Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | was in the Speaker’s Gallery
ture. Where community services and infrastructure aravatching.
adequate, economic growth, development and jobs are created An honourable member interjecting:
by individuals and businesses. All this talk about jobs work- Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, | did. | recently wrote to the
shops, job summits and job creation is merely politicalPremier of South Australia discussing the proposed sale or
rhetoric. Politicians from both major Parties have failed tolease of our electricity assets.
find solutions to this State’s unacceptable employment An honourable member interjecting:
problem, and this Government’s latest commitment of a mere  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, he has not asked for my
four weeks of community consultation to address a problenviews, but I will give them anyway. | will read a letter that
of this magnitude is laughable. Politicians do not create jobd: sent to my electorate regarding the sale of our electricity
industry does. Industry will grow, expand and employ, givenundertaking, as follows:
the right economic conditions. Governments can work with  Did anyone ask you if you wanted your electricity supply sold

i imi it ithi ; ff at the last State election? The Liberals promised they wouldn't,
industry to maximise opportunities within the boundaries O'ﬁow John Olsen has announced that he wants to sell our ETSA. |

their COH'FI’OL . . . believe this is wrong and is a complete breach of trust with the
What is needed is an industry driven task force, and nggeople of South Australia.

a politically driven task force, that will identify the barriers Last year before the State election the Liberals promised they
to economic development in South Australia—a task forcavould never privatise our electricity. Tom Playford’s Government—

that will compare this State with other States and benchmarind he would now be looking disapprovingly over the Liberal

the performance of our Government agencies against olfenches—

more aggressive neighbours. Why is it that we accept that i{as right when it said ETSA should be under South Australian
is okay for developers to be continually frustrated by overcontrol and direction. _ N _

regulatory red tape? When our State is on its knees econon’bi- ETSA not only runs a reliable electricity supply, it also pumps

: : undreds of millions of dollars into our hospitals, police and schools.
cally, why do we continue to tolerate a bureaucratic approac ohn Olsen says there are massive benefits for our State if we sell

based on asking, ‘Why?" or exploring ‘Why not?’ instead of or ETSA. But that's exactly what we were told about John Olsen’s
asking, ‘How?’ and ‘How soon?’ water privatisation deal.
Complacency and the dead hand of bureaucracy are \Wewere told thatthe water contract would mean cheaper water,

problems that must be addressed by political leaders with tgould create jobs and that the company running our water supply
would be Australian owned. Instead water prices went up 25 per

intestinal fortitude to take tough decisions and make thent hundreds of South Australians lost their jobs, and the company
necessary changes. This approach probably will not wifs now 100 per cent foreign owned.

bipartisan support in this House but it will certainly have my  LetJohn Olsen know South Australia is not his to sell, fill in the
support, and | am pretty sure that it will have the support ofeply letter and send it off, no postage stamp is required. Yours

the great majority of rural South Australians. This Govern-f—‘\,incgrely’ Tom Koutsantonis, Member for Peake, 229 Henley Beach
: oad.

ment.canlmake a diﬁerenqe to the futurg prosperity and jOb‘Fhe response | received was overwhelming. | mailed out—
creation in South Australia, but only if it challenges the An honourable member interiecting: '
traditional boundaries that have bound us to mediocrity and Mr KOUTSANTONIS: My rr{otherg.has nothing to do

the anti-development culture that r?as been ingrained OV&liith this, and | would appreciate the honourable member’s
many decades. For South Australia’s sake, every memberlgaving my mother out of it. You might laugh, but I do not

this House must put aside personal ambitions, putanend {g. .~ .
the endless witch-hunts, both by the Opposition and internallfvlglr(v\;:] (Iaslrrzl:r? gl; )rlésl;gz)rr?éz ?nlaect;?\;ég t:se fcI?ITSVTsI?r about the

within the Liberal Party. Dear Premier Olsen
An honourable member |nterject|ng.: Over the past few months | wrote to my electorate, seeking their
Mrs MAYWALD3 That Isa good point; maybe we need perspective on the sale or the lease of our electricity assets. More
to clear it out and start again. We must concentrate on reghan 12 876 letters were letterboxed.
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Given the huge local community involvement we have in our  The only two Parties | take notice of at present are One Nation
local sub-branch in the Labor Party, it was easy to letterbox@nd the Liberal Party.
| am sure the Liberals would have more difficulty than we  An honourable member interjecting:
had in getting material out. However, they can afford to pay Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He cannot tell the difference. His
for it to be mailed. My letter continues: last comment is:

The letter included a reply paid card which constituents could use  Sell it all.

to indicate their opinion on the sale. ; ; ; .
Mr Premier, | write to inform you that over 1 439 people wrote Mrs E.B. of Kidman Park just simply wrote:

back to me, all indicating their opposition to your Government's sale  Sell it, John.
of our electricity assets and you would be delighted to know thaj,r \W.G.E. of Underdale said:
11 people wrote back indicating their support for your proposed sale. -

A total of 1 450 people have responded to date, and | am sure | Sell it!

will continue to receive more as time goes on. Mr Robert L. Peake, 12 Rose Avenue, Lockleys, a member
I received an 11 per cent response to the letter | sent out. | anf the Liberal Party and Treasurer of the Peake sub-branch,
sure some of the harder heads opposite would understand thratote back to me:

aresponse of 5 to 6 per cent on a survey is good; 8 per cent | am prompted to ask whether you and your Party have seriously
is very good; and 11 per cent is massive—through the rogfonsidered the opportunity cost of the proposed sale of ETSA against
and over the top. possible future earnings from a depreciating State owned asset.

An honourable member: Exceptional! Mr T.B. of Lockleys writes:

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Exceptional—and what surprises ~ The other day | listened to your Leader, Mike Rann, make
me is that in some of the suburbs that would be consideregPmments about the Liberals being in disarray and, whilst | agree
more traditionally Liberal—for example, West Beach,t at t_hey are in disarray, all political Parties break or change
Lockleys and Lockleys North which, of course, are no Iongelp fomises.
safe Liberal booths: they are now marginal Labor booths—L Want to talk about that comment. Unfortunately, our
the response was even higher, amounting to between 18 aR@mmunity believes that politicians are expected to break
20 per cent. That signals to me that a lot of traditional Liberaf€ir word. Our current Prime Minister expects people to
voters are looking at the Governments legislative packag@€lieve that there are core and non-core promises. | know of
and saying, ‘We voted for you in good faith at the last State?Nly one politician who promised never to lie—President
election, and now you have betrayed us. They are switchin%',mmy Carter in his inaugural address. | would like to see a
to an alternative, that is, the Australian Labor Party. | will Pit more of that here in South Australia. _ ,
agree with members opposite that that did not happen as The Hon. M.K. Brindal: What about Mr Keating and his
much as we would have liked at the last State election. Our™A-W promises? _
primary vote is still not as high as we would like it to be; we ~ Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Those were fully fulfilled. The
would like it to be about 42 or 43 per cent, and it will reachtragedy about the L-A-W tax cuts is that you broke your

that. promise on superannuation payments after the election, but
An honourable member: But 49 or 50 per cent would be of course that was not a core promise. What this person is
better. ' saying is that he expected the Liberals to break their word. He

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes. However, realistically said, ‘| expected them to lie to me during the election
43 per cent is a good reéult ' ’ ' campaign. We have to do something about it. South

pusslnsdesevebeterhan i e v o changelon
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: If | were the member for Unley, ' P 9p P

. . . . nd start making all our promises core promises so that we
ilr:’vﬁiusldot\;\?nm?;igfggg;e?;?hz?ut?]grr']gvtvrl)errnLijr:nbgkr)soluntvs\l\r/g?tart rebuilding some trust amongst the community. | believe
P ying hat the Hon. Nick Xenophon is starting the work in the

happened in the Federal election. The letter that more th . )
11 per cent of my electorate has signed included the foIIovaljpper House, but it must also be taken up by the two major

ind plea: Parties, especially the Labor Party. We have already taken the
9p o __ lead. We will keep all our promises. All our promises are core

| object to your Government’s proposed sale of my elecmc'typromises

supply. You gave us your word you will not privatise ETSA before ) . . S

the election and | expect you to keep your word. The Hon. M.K. Brlndc’fll interjecting: . .

You promised when you sold our water supply we would get  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Mate, after your little foray into
cheaper water prices, it would create jobs here in South Australi@Question Time when you said you would resign, | would be
and the new company would be Australian owned. _ very quiet if | were you about what you put on the record. |

Butinstead prices went up by over 25 per cent, South Australiagy,, id sit there very quietly if | were you. | regret that | am

(V)VV‘;{]'QEJ_S losttheir jobs and the company is now 100 per cent fore'g%eing disrupted by the unruly member for Unley, Mr Speaker.
Mr John Olsen, South Australia is not yours to sell. I will return to my contribution to this debate. What | will do

I will read into Hansard responses from 11 people who in this session, in my first term as a member of Parliament,

responded in favour of the sale. | have included the names stuyto bring back some credibility to politicians.

; ; Members interjecting:
a number of people in my letter to the Premier who were . . . .
supportive of the sale. Mr J.N. of Brooklyn Park writes: Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | mean this seriously. | am sick

| fully support the sale of ETSA. | do not wish my taxes wasted and tired of hearing community groups say to me, ‘You tell
supporting a public utilty. . us one thing, but you will not keep your word.” They expect

me to break my promise. When | go to see school children

He goes on: who are very young, they make it known that they expect us
| would be very happy in my lifetime if the Australian Labor to lie. They say to me, ‘How many lies have you told?’ | tell
Party never gained office again. them, ‘I have not told any lies. Like George Washington, |

He further writes: cannot tell a lie.’ There are people out there who expect us to
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lie. We have to change that perception. | am saying this Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They were in envelopes

seriously. Mrs D.T. of Lockleys says: addressed to me. Mrs J.T. of Flinders Park writes:
Please get on with the business. Very annoyed voter. What happens in 20 years’ time if they go bankrupt, Mr
. . Koutsantonis? What do they care about our State? Isn’t that why we
Mrs M.M. of Flinders Park says: have public utilities owned by the Government?
We are too small to fight. Go on with it. | could go on and on and on—and | willl Mrs P.P. of

This lady has been convinced by the Premier that Soutforrensville writes:

Australia is a small backwater State that cannot compete with This is so short-sighted as almost to be blind. ETSA is South

Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. What messagiustralia and not yours to sell.

are we sending our children? What are we telling them abouirs \v.N. of Underdale writes:

the future O.f South Aust.ralla? Our Premier thinks we cann_ot I have nearly always voted Liberal but | am getting sick of them.

sfoTp'ete WII\t/IIF] E’éOb gla”f 'n('g\leW SOIUtth\{atI)eSI" Jefft:?etngettt'r?They are not listening to people who put them where they are now.

ictoria or Mr Beattie in Queensland. | believe that Sou - -

Australians can do it and can do it better than the rest of th('\a/I rN.O. of Torrensville ertgs.

country. That is a remark | made in my first speech in Whathappens when there is no more to sell?

opposing the sale of ETSA. The Premier is selling our youndvir J.N.J. of Torrensville writes:

people short. Sir Tom's ghost will purge you. So will a lot of us ex-ETSA
 hope the Minste for Employment, who s n the pecle Ao il u e Seice, The ccien e g

Chamber, takes notice of this message. The message we gren brar¥ch. Thumbspdown to Mr Olsen. 9

sending out to our young people is that South Australia )

simply cannot compete. In the 1980s, although we had marfyirs B.S. of Brooklyn Park writes:

flawed policies in place, South Australia was seen as the Until now, | have always voted Liberal.

marker of the rest of the country. We were seen as leading the terms of the Premier’s getting us re-elected, he is doing a

way. We had the Grand Prix, and the economy was good. Ifantastic job. He is doing his best to make sure that the Labor

fact, in 1985 our economy was seen as the best in the countiyarty is in Government after the next election. In terms of

It was better than Queensland and New South Wales. Wgour Party room decision on whether or not to let Upper

were doing it better than everywhere else. But with all theHouse members vote for your Party Leader, | hope you do.

negativity poured out by the current Government, we havghope the Premier is there until the next State election. | hope

slowly eroded that to be a State where a majority of the younge is leading this Government until the next election, because

people are moving to Victoria and New South Wales to finche will do us a great service. | conclude my letter as follows:

work because they cannot find work in South Australia. Mr s is just a sample of the comments people have made in

T.G. of Lockleys states: addition to the earlier statement of opposition. On behalf of my

As an ex-member of the Liberal Party, if ETSA is such a liability, COnstituents, 1 urge you, Premier: please reconsider your sale of
why would anyone want to buy it? | have always voted Liberal, butE TSA and honour the promise we both made in the 1997 State

at the next elections, both State and Federal, | will vote Labor. | d&'€ction. Yours sincerely, Tom Koutsantonis, member for Peake.
not know why John Olsen and Howard insist on pushing such refer to the number of people coming into my office to talk
unsavoury policies, e.g. ETSA sale, GST. They have lost touch withy ot the ETSA sale. Many people in this place are probably
reality and the electorate. . . f L
) ) sick and tired of talking about ETSA, but the community is
| thought | would also write to the Premier about the 1 439n0t Our citizens believe that they own ETSA' and they do.
people who opposed the sale of ETSA. Mr A.T.W. of They believe that ETSA is their's and not John Olsen’s to
Lockleys writes: sell. In my Address in Reply contribution, | urge the Govern-
If you wish to sell something, do it with what you own, not what ment to reconsider its decision.
belongs to the people. You have proved that you cannot be trusted. | turn now to the jobs summit that we proposed at the last
This State needs another Tom Playford, not a little John Olsen. State election. The Leader of the Opposition (Hon. Mike
Mrs M.A.H. of Flinders Park writes: Rann) urged the Government to consider a jobs summit and
Try looking at the real long-term solution instead of a quickfix in fact promised that, if we won the election in 1997, we
that will take the pressure off you and leave the problems for the nextvould have a jobs summit.

person to handle. Of course, during debate, the Premier could not bring
Mr J.P. of Brooklyn Park writes: himself to say that he would work with the Leader of the
And tell your mate John Howard not to sell Telstra. Opposition. He denied us a job summit until the latest

Mrs J.B. of Underdal ites: reshuffle when a new Minister for Employment was intro-
rs . ) otLnder a.e Wr|.e.s. ) duced into the junior ministry—the member for Unley. After
umﬁ)&sepﬁi%é?égﬁéﬁrlnﬁiw?ﬁ?éeéfQ;'lL‘-SbﬁZVSQS"F@ﬂ.SQf‘é%ﬁé ’\igéeeing the abysmal performance and rating of South Australia

p ; T : in the employment surveys, he decided that the best thing to
bel th liti . One day, be. ' e .
elieve something a poliician says. Lne day, maybe do for the State was to take an Opposition idea and make it

Mrs C.C. of Lockleys writes: his own. | commend the Government. If it wants to use our
I am [expletive deleted] very upset at the Government's handlingdeas to govern the State, fine, we will help. We are an
of the whole affair. Opposition that will help the Government in a bipartisan way.

Mr H.L. of Lockleys, an 84 year old retired pensioner, writes:We are here to offer new ideas and constructive criticism.

I have been a supporter of your Party for many years and | do not  However, | was devastated to see the junior Employment
agree with your eagerness to completely sell ETSA. The outcomblinister cut off at the knees by the Premier. | hate to think
of the decision on this matter will determine my future voting what the Premier said to the Employment Minister, but
pattern. unfortunately it resulted in a good idea being stifled. We

The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Have you been opening the would not have played a political role but a good and
Premier's mail? constructive role in a jobs summit. We would have offered
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new ideas and a different perspective from that of theoption. So, you, Mr Speaker, the Government and the
Government. Good government is about the flow of differenOpposition are proposing that the public have a right of reply
energetic ideas. | think the Minister for Employment realisedn this House. | believe that that is a great idea. | congratulate
this, but the Premier refuses to allow the Leader of thejou, Mr Speaker, and the others behind that proposal.
Opposition or the Opposition to become involved in a jobs The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
summit. It disappoints me greatly that he refuses us and the The SPEAKER: Order!
people of South Australia a jobs summit. We would have Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am glad the Minister is
been applauded across the country for that bold move, but thigtening. He has nothing better to do than listen to me. |
Premier’s short-sightedness has failed this State. thought you were a Minister of the Crown and had something

| also have a few things to say about the behaviour obetter to do. In conclusion, my Address in Reply has been
members in the House of Assembly. Mr Speaker, you havebout your excellent performance in the first session, Mr
been a very good moderator of this House—fair and honesSpeaker, the independence of the Governor, and the jobs
I cannot talk of past Speakers because | was not here whaammit. | just wish that the Minister for Employment had not
former Speakers presided. | have noticed that members frobeen cut off at the knees but could have got up the jobs
both sides are becoming increasingly loud, which is naturasummit. Hopefully one day someone with stature within his
because members want to get their voice heard to express Rarty will make it an important portfolio. We will just have
idea across the Chamber. | have brought a number of people wait for that day. When our shadow Minister for Employ-
into the House to sit in both the Speaker’s Gallery and thenent becomes Minister, he will be a member of Cabinet and
Strangers’ Gallery to watch proceedings, and | get the samsp will have more credibility. In conclusion, behaviour in the
comment time and again: ‘You behave like a bunch ofHouse will be much improved with the introduction of a sin
children; you belong at a football match rather than in thebin, and the right of reply for members of the public is an
House of Assembly; and you are unruly and too loud.’ excellent idea.

Mr Speaker, you do a good job of controlling the House
and making sure that there is a fair exchange of ideas and The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Itis a privilege to
debate, but the use of a sin bin, which you are consideringe given the opportunity to speak again in the Address in
putting to the Standing Orders Committee, Mr Speaker, is &eply. It is an important speech in this Parliament for all
very good idea. It is a way of disciplining members of members and one that | am thrilled to participate in again. In
Parliament without having to name a member as the firshe Governor's speech there was a clear message about
course of action when dealing with unruly behaviour. Mrsustainable economic development and the consequence of
Speaker, you have been cautious in respect of naming peopfggod social responsibility. That is fundamentally what all
having done it only once or twice. You have been very fairParliaments ought to aim for. The only issue about it is how
in terms of naming members. we do it and what are the social responsibilities of the

Previous Speakers were quick to name a member at ttaifferent sides of politics in terms of the different issues they
drop of a hat. Mr Speaker, you have been more cautious argge as being important.
fair. Sometimes the House can get out of control to a point There are three major social responsibilities at which
where more authority is needed, and | know, Mr Speaker, a§overnments ought to be looking and on which they ought
a fair man you will name a member only as a last resort. Th¢o be spending the majority of their money in a way that the
sin bin is an adequate way for a presiding officer to use higrivate sector would not normally do. Government ought to
or her discretion to remove a member of Parliament from théill in the gaps in many of these major areas. The first area is
Chamber while not restricting their right to vote in a division. education. There is no doubt that the role of the Government
That is very important in terms of the procedures of then education is probably its most important role. The
House and its ability to function properly. Anything we can education of our young people to enable them to get oppor-
do to improve our standing in the community, especially intunities in the traditional work force or in the area of aca-
terms of the way we behave in this House, would be a benefitlemia, which is the other option, is the most important issue

The other issue is the right of reply being given tofor a Government.
ordinary citizens in our community who wish to come into A few issues are important in the education area and ought
this place and respond after being defamed or spoken agairistbe picked up further by this Government, and hopefully
by a member of Parliament. Privilege is very important anduture budgets will make them possible. The firstissue relates
absolutely necessary for our democracy and something we computerisation. No single issue is more important to our
must guard against ever losing. But, there are a number sthooling and our kids than to ensure that they have the
people who use privilege for Party political purposes and t@pportunity to have access to modern computerisation. If
defame people in the community who have no right of replythere is one thing that we—

My predecessor attacked me in this House when | was a Mr Clarke: Can you use one?
candidate and before | became a member. He accused me of The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Yes, | actually can. If there
being involved in organised crime. | had no right of reply,is one thing that | do not think we have done as well as we
and there was no way that | could defend myself. | asked hirmight it is making available a much broader and more
to repeat his statements outside this place but, of course, n@dern computerisation system within schools which enables
would not. My only recourse was talkback radio and televi-young people to be better trained and which enlightens them
sion news cameras and press releases. The only way | coutfalthe opportunities within the area of information technology
clear my name was to be elected to this place so that | couldls our society changes over the next 25 years. Our schools
come in here under privilege and defend myself. It is arhave an excellent computerisation program but it is an area
expensive procedure to do that. You have to gain prein which we ought to be improving and spending more
selection with a major political Party, go through the money.
campaigning process, and then hopefully you win. Not every  Another area about which | am concerned is the updating
citizen who has been defamed would want to take up thatf school facilities. In my own electorate—whilst it has what
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many people would say are pretty good schools—the schootaust be able to finance those maintenance programs and you
are old in a facilities sense. They need a tremendous amoumtust be able to keep them up to standard. On the subject of
of infrastructure. hospitals, | would like to make a positive comment of the
Mr Clarke interjecting: Royal Adelaide Hospital. Recently, my wife Judy’s father
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | qualified that and | want died in that hospital. The service, the quality of staff and the
it to be understood that it is a qualification. Schools in mycare he received in that hospital were absolutely outstanding.
electorate are seen as having very good facades but internalljave heard a lot of criticism, both politically and within the
their facilities need a lot of maintenance, and | believe thatcommunity, of the Royal Adelaide Hospital, but the service
is common right across the State. It is one of the majothat he received in particular and for Judy as his daughter, in
problems Governments need to face up to. We need a decemtaring sense, was just outstanding. The family and | have
policy of maintaining capital works and, of course, schoolalready written to the particular ward, because it is important
facilities is a major aspect for this and future Governmentsthat, when good things happen in our community, we put
Teacher satisfaction is another issue on which we need thhem on the public record. We in this place are all very keen
work harder, not only from a finance point of view but in anto whack each other and have a go when mistakes occur, but
academic sense. We must ensure that all systems within owhat we do not do enough is to put on the public record the
education process enable continuation of academic trainingood things that our staff do in departments, hospitals or
so that teachers are better academically at the end of theitherever. We do not do that often enough.
career than when they commenced. That is an area in which There is no doubt that, in the area of health, private health
we could do more. Another area relates to support fomsurance is a major issue for Governments, particularly State
teachers. There is no question that, in most of our publi6&Governments. Clearly, that is a major area of concern for me
schools, teachers have a very positive attitude to theiand, as a community, we must do something about it. We
profession in terms of the outcomes they want to achieve, butannot keep going with a declining level in private health
sometimes support for them is not as good as it could be. Aihsurance membership if we intend to maintain the health
these issues, obviously, are very much dollar related but thegare services that we want for our community, because it
are issues which, as an individual, | believe are importantspins back in terms of funding for the States. It is a major
They are areas on which we need to work very hard. issue. | do not know the answer: it is too expensive, clearly.
Another area with respect to education relates to th&@he community always makes decisions about how it spends
modern teaching of our children for the opportunities thaits money. It does not matter whether or not the issue is health
they will have in life. | believe that many programs within our or a motor car, if it is too expensive—even if it is needed—
education system have absolutely no value at all. They adihere is a move away from it. There is the balance between
nothing in terms of academic or social value and they add/ledicare—everything for nothing—and having to pay for
nothing in terms of opportunities from a job sense at thesomething if you can afford it. It is a balance of the equation
completion of the first part of a child’s education process. Ithat we must turn back the other way. We must find ways to
is a matter of looking at that area and asking: how do wesort out that problem.
relate what we teach our children to their opportunities? That The third most important issue, as far as the State
was a major issue about which, when | was Minister forGovernment and | are concerned, relates to security. Clearly,
Industrial Affairs and Minister for Industry and Trade, that picks up our police force and emergency services. It
business people would come to me. picks up generally how we feel about ourselves in moving
How do we get the message through that kids going ouiround our community. In the 15 years | have been in this
into the work place today do not have the eduction capabiliplace, the perception about security in our community has
ties that we need them to have in a very general job sense®essened. In other words, many more people now believe that
think that that comment has been made to all of us and it i&ze have an insecure society.
something that we ought to try to bring closer together. We That is a perception more than a reality, but we cannot
need to get the Chambers of Commerce, the Educatiomalk away from the fact that there is a view that our
Department, the industries and the trade departments to sibmmunity is not as safe as it was. We should be doing
down more often and talk to each other in a continuingsomething about a lot of little things. Knives is a major issue,
sense—not just in a one-off sense but in a continuing sense-as the Leader of the Opposition has said. | do not think his
so that, when we educate our kids for their future, they haveolution is correct but the issue must be sorted out. The
job and academic opportunities available to them. ObviouslyAttorney, | know, is looking at introducing major legislative
I will be criticised for generalising, but the reality is that itis amendments. My view is that individuals in our community
a major criticism that is made today and it is something thashould not carry knives. The airlines adopt that policy. If you
we ought to be looking at. board an aeroplane and you have a knife, you must hand it in.
The second major area in which Government must take ¥hy should there be any difference between an aeroplane and
very significant role (and this one does) relates to the area @ur normal community?
health—the delivery of services to and the care of people. If | do not believe people should be carrying knives at all
there is one criticism of us, Federal Governments and thanless there is very good reason for it. This is one area in
previous Labor Government, it is that we did not care enoughwhich | am right of Genghis Khan. We ought to do something
in the health area, for our patients. Having come from about it, because that sort of simple issue, in my view, would
health background some 20 years ago as a pharmacist—aset a new perception about what you can do in public.
| have lost contact with that very direct relationship with  There is no doubt that we have the best police force in
consumers—I know that it was an issue then and, in my viewAustralia. At one stage | had the privilege of being the
it has not changed. Minister for Police and it was a honour that | enjoyed,
Facilities in some of our hospitals are second ratébecause our police force is the best in Australia—and there
compared with what they ought to be. Again, it is a capitalis absolutely no doubt about it. However, there is a perception
works issue. You must have good maintenance programs, yaoithe community that we do not have the police presence we
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used to have. That is an issue about which | have talked &ias probably the most exciting development in aquaculture
length with the Commissioner. We ought to do somethingn her area—the tuna industry. Its future is enormous. Also
about it. There ought to be a way in which we can showoccurring in her area are developments in abalone, snapper
clearly that there is again that presence in the community arahd many other aquaculture aspects which are very important
that there are better ways of doing it than the present systerfar our State. We have touched only the surface in aquacul-
I know that some changes are taking place at the moment atdre. A couple of weeks ago | had the privilege of going to
| support them very strongly. Japan to look at a range of opportunities in the aquaculture
I have been very broad brushed when talking about thosarea. | realised very quickly the size of the market just in
three areas and, clearly, if we are to do all those things, w&okyo.
must have a very sustainable, economic development policy, The reality is that the Japanese supply about 80 per cent
which relates back to the fundamental view that the exporof the fish they eat either via aquaculture or by traditional
business has to be what we are all about. If we do not exparfishing methods. Therefore, they import about 20 per cent. It
our economy outside our existing business area—and it doés expected that by 2010 they will be need to import about
not matter whether it is within our local area, statewide40 per cent of the fish they eat. Therefore, there is a huge
nationally or internationally—we will not go anywhere in an opportunity, but again the opportunity is about ensuring that
economic development sense. Therefore, the export culturee get the market right and that we grow and export what
is the most important culture and one which we have tahey want. Our snapper have a bump on the head but the
encourage and develop. | do not believe we are doing as wedhapper that the Japanese eat have a very straight head. It is
nationally—that is, exporting to the other States—as waea religious fish. Their view, which was made very clear to me
ought to be doing in a host of areas. Many businesses lodknd to others who were with our group, is: “Your fish is okay
upon the export opportunity as selling overseas—Kangarot eat but, because it does not shape up correctly, you will not
Island being the exception—but, in reality, within our own sell the quantities at the price level that you want.
country we have a huge opportunity to develop a lot of Research needs to be done into all our food products being
markets in the small to medium size business area. We asexported to any country, whether Japan or somewhere else.
Government have been concentrating on that area. It is dhis a very important cultural issue. Aquaculture provides a
area in which we need to grow significantly. huge opportunity and we are doing it reasonably well. We as
Manufacturing is the fundamental area of economica Government put a reasonable amount of money into it but
growth and we need to ensure that our manufacturing area®t enough in my view. It is a research and development area.
turn around and grow, because that is where the real quality is a great opportunity for us to develop a brand new
and value jobs are and will be in the future. For example, théndustry in this State. One of the prime reasons why we
automotive industry, electronics, defence and IT are fundashould do well is that on our shores we have the cleanest
mental base development areas in any manufacturingater in the Commonwealth and we have a great opportunity.
community. We have them in South Australia and we havéVe need to sort out the planning laws. We need to get hold
good businesses that are doing very well. We need tof a few greens and stitch them up, and show them how the
encourage them to get bigger and develop. We need a poliggdustry, when properly undertaken, is of tremendous value,
that encourages small businesses to become medium sizestead of having this automatic knocking that, where you
businesses, medium size businesses to become large busirtesre fish cages, you automatically have problems. That is not
ses and large businesses to get bigger. We need to encourdlige case, but there can be problems if you do not do it
growth and wealth and, as a consequence, we will achieyeroperly. We ought to be insisting on and providing proper
more jobs in the manufacturing area. guidelines—
One absolutely specific area (and | see that the Deputy Mr Clarke interjecting:
Premier is in the House) that we need to continue to develop The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: You have heard it. | have
is food and wine. We have the best wine in Australia and ineferred to the wine industry. | now refer to the role of the
the world. We need to ensure that we do not let Victoria ananedia in the promotion of South Australia. In the past
New South Wales succeed with what they are trying to dofortnight five South Australians received national awards in
that s, to ride on the back of growth in the wine industry andtourism, and those awards were fantastic for our State. There
be seen as the wine areas of Australia. If we as a Governmewgs a tremendous lift-out in th&ustraliansetting out the
and a community are not careful, or if we are apatheticawards that those five people won. TAevertise—on
Victoria in particular very quickly will be seen as the wine page 47, | think it was (falling off the back page)—Ilisted that
State of Australia. It is an area on which we need to worlgroup. | am very proud of all the sporting achievements of
very hard, because we are the best. However, when you apeople in this State: they are fantastic and we need to promote
the best, you have to ensure you stay there, thus all of us mustem, and we do a great job in promoting them, but we ought
talk about the great things that we do in this State, particularlyo encourage our newspaper—and | will do this—to visit
in our wine industry, wherever we go. It is the single mostthose five people and give each of them a full page run-down
important thing that we as politicians, whether Liberal, Laboron how good their products are. | will not talk about themin
or members of that other group—and | can never remembehe House today but there were five major award winners.
the name—in the other place— Last Friday night at the Chamber of Commerce there were
Mr Clarke interjecting: four major award winners. They received a mention in our
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Yes, but that was different. local paper but there has been no individual follow up or a
The reality is that we all ought to be promoting our wine andone page editorial about them. There was a fantastic effort
food industry because we are the best in Australia. from those people.
An honourable member interjecting: Last week Minelab won the Small Business Award.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | know that some of us do. Approximately 80 per cent of its goods are exported from this
The other food area which is experiencing most excitingcountry. That company employs 170 people. The Crows do
growth is the aguaculture industry. The member for Flindersiot employ 170 people. They did not employ 50 people three
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years ago and they have not developed their business &bout. The Liberal Party is learning that and it did it very well
employ 170 people now. Business has fantastic stories and the Federal election.

they ought to be given editorial coverage in our media in this The Labor Party did pretty poorly and at a recent confer-
town. We ought to encourage our media to do that becausence that was reflected in the urgency and the concern about
those stories are as important to the attitude problem we havke Labor Party’s vote. That is good to see because a lot of
in this State as is the success of any sporting team, be it theonsense was written after the last State election about how
Crows, a netball team, a basketball team or whatever. Thawell the Leader did. The Leader did not do very well at all.
are also important—indeed, they are critical—but other good'hrough the preference system, the Democrats basically put
news stories are happening, people in business are achievihign into the position. The reality is that the primary vote was
these sorts of outcomes, and we ought to give industry angorse in the Federal election, bad in the last State election
development people the same sort of encouragement whand even worse in the election before that. There has not been
they are successful as we give our sporting heroes. That issauch improvement. That very salient point needs to be made.
very important issue. It is not enough to talk about it in | want to finish with an issue that will be discussed in the
editorials or to mention good news stories: we shouldJpper House at length, namely, gaming machines. | have
encourage media people to go out and interview and writstood back, watched, listened and heard comments about
stories. gaming machines and the major problems with them. Yes,

I turn now to the political process. | remember as well aghere are some major problems with gaming machines, and
any one of us a promise made by the Leader of the Oppospne of those problems is that we have to face up to the fact
tion at the last election that if he became Premier he woulthat about 5 per cent of people who gamble, whether it is on
work together with the Opposition of the day on a wholegaming machines, racehorses or some other form of gam-
range of issues to develop our State. Clearly, that has bedting, will always have problems. That is what we ought to
missing in this Parliament for 10 years. It has not justdo something about—the problems. We ought to putin some
happened: it has happened over the last 10 years. Prior to thapney that really counts, and | have argued this point within
there was a tremendously strong Opposition, which | was party Party for a long time.
of when | first entered Parliament. | was only one of the Mr Xenophon would not have had half the coverage he
junior boys in the Opposition and there was criticism of thehas received if we attacked the real issue, and that is the
Government on process, but there was a hell of a lot o$ocial problems that gaming machines create. Only 5 per cent
working together on major issues that needed to be addressefithe public have a problem. The other 95 per cent spend
in the community. We agree on a lot of issues in this placetheir $10 or $20 and enjoy themselves. We should encourage
but there is not that same sort of support. If we asked thpeople to enjoy themselves. Instead of going through the
public whether the two sides of Parliament support eacihonsense about banning these machines, we ought to do
other, they would say ‘No’, but we in this place know that asomething about the real problem. We should get the
lot of things are done that are not carried forward. churches involved and give them enough money to carry out

Mr Clarke interjecting: the social task of rehabilitation. | will have a lot more to say

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: To answer the honourable @Pout this matter in the months to come.
member’s interjection, | reply that | had the privilege of being

the Minister when we had Fhe blggest_e\_/er Granc_i _P”X' of environment matters and in particular | want to talk about
Mr Clarke: You complained about itin Opposition. g5 of the things that | have learned in the 12 months that
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: We complained about @ | have had the privilege to be Labor’s shadow Minister for the
whole range of issues and asked the questions that needetHgyironment. I intend to sketch a rough policy framework for
be asked. That s the sort of thing that the Opposition has tRandling some of the important environment issues facing
do, and | accept that. | have always accepted that. On somgis State. This will be more of a mud map than a polished
matters we ought to sit down together, promote the Statgtatement. | make these statements in part to clarify my own
together and work together. When a Minister is working inthinking and in part to encourage debate in this place and
any given area—it might involve the wine industry or agytside. The firstissue that | will address is that of a bureau-
tourism project—we ought to involve the Opposition morecratic structure.
often, and the reverse also ought to be true. That does not it was only relatively recently that Environment Ministers
happen as often as it ought to. and Environment Departments were formed. That makes the
The last election was a magnificent result, and an interesturrent department a relative youngster compared with the
ing result, for the Liberal Party. | remember in 1989 comingtraditional Education, Health and Primary Industries Depart-
up in the lift with the Leader of the Opposition (Mike Rann), ments, which have their origins in the last century. Unlike
and | was complaining about our losing with 52 per cent ofthese older departments with their relatively clear precedents
the vote. | remember him saying to me, ‘One of these dayand areas of responsibility and authority, the Department for
you will learn how to win the marginal seats and then we willEnvironment and the Environment Protection Authority, in
be introuble.’ It was a very important lesson for Mr Rann thisparticular, are still evolving.
time. We have learnt how to win in the marginal seats and we Sometimes environment has been linked to planning

will continue to do the same thing. functions, sometimes water, sometimes land administration
I recently read the following interesting quote: ‘You can and sometimes not. | believe that we need a debate in this
have the swing and | will have the seats.’ That statement wgslace about the functions that should be properly grouped
made by a gentleman by the name of Mr Wran, when he wa®gether as ‘environment’. We need a sharper and clearer
Premier of New South Wales. He was a very clever man anfbcus. One major problem with the current structure is that
his statement is true. It is worth while my repeating thoseenvironmental issues often only arise as the last step in a
statements by two Labor Leaders because at the end of tipeocess. We need a process that puts the environment up
day political Parties have to win seats: that is what it is allffront. Not only would this make for cheaper and quicker

Mr HILL (Kaurna): Today | wish to talk about a range
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decision making but it would mean that we would avoid the  Briefly, | now address the issue of waste management.
tiresome and damaging development versus environmegurrently, in South Australia we have a policy vacuum when
debates which frustrate developers and characterise anyoilecomes to waste management. A combination of local
who is concerned about environment issues as anti-jobs. It government and private enterprise determines the nature and
time that we evolved some processes where there can be wiplacement of our landfill sites. Recycling is hit and miss. We
win results. have a deposit scheme in place in relation to some soft drink

One issue that has perplexed and irritated me sincgontainers but not others, and there is no central agency
arriving in this place is the issue of dumps. Over the coursériving the issue. | believe that South Australia needs
of the last year | have been approached by at least half %pmprehenswg Ieglslatlon to deal with all aSpeCtS. of waste
dozen local residents groups protesting about the possibfgeation and disposal. We should have measures in place to
placement of a dump in their neighbourhood. Under théninimise the production of waste, maximise the reuse and
current planning processes, any entrepreneur can put in platgeycling of materials and maximise the replacement of
a process to open a dump site. It would be theoreticaIIPFOdPCtS that are resistant to recycling with those that are
possible for all six communities mentioned to end up withreadily reused. o .
dumps, all of which would be in competition with each other, | have already spoken in this place about the possible
all of which would have some detrimental effect on those'eplacement of plastic shopping bags with biodegradable corn
communities. starch equivalents. We need a central waste management

Why is this possible? The answer is simple. Rather thafﬁi1Uthority to manage waste from its creatio_n to d.iqusal, an
having a primary role in identifying an ideal site, the 29€Ncy that can find ways to reduce material going into the
Environment Protection Authority is confined to imposingwaSte stream, maximise recycling and minimise landfill. It

licence restrictions after decisions have already been mad‘éc.’UId explore 6?" the latest waste disposal techno_logy and
. o versee statewide systems. In short, we should aim at state
What should happen, in my view, is that the EPA shoul

- . . . L f the art solutions to this endemic by-product of twentieth
be responsible for identifying appropriate landfill sites. Iteqny 1y consumerism. Ray Gilbert (Mayor of the City of
should choose on the basis of maximising environmentgh . saringa) recently called for national leadership in this
outcomes, not minimising environmental damage. Having,

) L . e rea. | certainly support this. If we are smart, we may be able
identified an appropriate site, it ought then to call for tenders, produce ne\yv inggstries out of our waste y

from among landfill operators and license the best operator Recently, | invited Gary King of MCI Environmental to
for a limited period of time—and, if they have not performed, rief Labor's Caucus committee on his company’s new

getrid of them and get in someone who can. Not only woulgg 6166y operational in Texas and in Europe, which is able
%o recycle most if not all non-organic waste and return those
lements to the production cycle, creating new industries and
bs and reducing waste. This company is also working on
ethods to convert organic waste into valuable products. The

simpler for business. If | can borrow from the language of th
law, | would say that the EPA should be less of a shield an
more of a sword. What | would like to see is a Department o

Environment analogous to the Department of Treasury; thajoin: is that the nature of the technology and its scale of

is, central, |nstrqmental and justa I.|ttle bit feared. operation makes it too expensive and too difficult for a single

I would now like to address the issue of targets. As partouncil or local entrepreneur but just the right size for a
of this process, the Environment Department should bgrogressive and committed State Government.
obliged to set long-term targets and means to achieve them, | turn now to the issue of the EPA and pollution. Recently,
and then regularly monitor progress towards these targets hife Advertiserran a series of articles pointing out the
way of annual environmental audits, as promised by Labojncredible pollution some of our biggest industries create in
Leader Mike Rann during the 1997 State election. During tha§outh Australia, particularly in the Port Adelaide are. The
campaign, the Leader promised that Labor would undertakRdvertiserarticle pointed out the relatively puny licence fees
a comprehensive audit of the State’s environment. We woulghat these companies pay for the right to pollute. | was invited
then lay down a 10 year action plan and each year woulgy one of the journalists to comment on whether or not the
publish the results of how we are meeting key targets tgicence fees were too low. | resisted the temptation to score
improve the environment. This would make us publiclyan easy point, because it seems to me that the issue is not
accountable. whether a company pays a little or a lot in order to pollute

Over recent years, industry has talked about ‘world’s bedbut, rather, that it pollutes at all. The goal of public policy
practice’ and ‘zero tolerance’ when it comes to measuringhould be to stop the pollution, not to make the polluter pay
economic performance. | believe that we must do the sammore for it.
with the environment. Let us, as a society, give ourselvesthe To this end, | support the EPA and its environment
world’s best targets, such as zero pollution of our waterwaysnprovement programs (EIPs) for polluters. | am not certain
and beaches; the elimination of feral species in our nationdlow successful the EIPs have been overall and how strongly
parks; and a complete recycling strategy for our waste. Weéhe Government is prepared to support the EPA in pursuing
must be idealistic with our targets and realistic with our timerecalcitrant industries. But if we are serious about stopping
lines. We are not going to eliminate pollution of our beachegpollution we must give the EPA the legislative, financial and
in a four year parliamentary term, but if we can develop broagnoral support to ensure that EIPs are prepared and adhered
community support, commit resources and work hard, wéo. As | have noted, the Opposition Leader has undertaken
might achieve our goals in, say, 30 to 50 years time. In 1@hat a Labor Government would produce an annual environ-
years, | am confident, we will be able to see significantmental audit. Among other things, this will allow the
improvements. One thing is for certain: unless we set goalsommunity to assess how effectively industry is complying
and take deliberate action to achieve them, we will juswith the EIPs. If industries do not comply, a mixture of public
muddle along, and our children and grandchildren will be lefexposure and tough penalties would provide the necessary
with the problem. stick. In particular, Labor is committed to the toughest anti-
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pollution laws in the nation, doubling penalties and giving thesome 11 million hectares. However, about 78 per cent of that
EPA the power to seek the confiscation of serious polluterdand mass is able to be mined, and 7 per cent is currently
property until the pollution is cleaned up and the problengrazed. The protected area classifications include the terms
remedied. ‘conservation parks’, ‘conservation reserves’, ‘game

I now turn to coastal protection. As we all know, 1998 isreserves’, ‘national parks’, ‘recreation parks’, ‘regional
the United Nations International Year of the Ocean. In thgeserves’, ‘shipwreck reserves’ and ‘wilderness protected
first week of this year, Robin Williams of the ABC3cience areas’. We have a right to be proud that so much of our State
Showpresented a talk on the Year of the Ocean by Dr Keittis protected in some way. However, with this pride should
Suter, President of the United Nations Association of Newcome the acknowledgment that the parks system has devel-
South Wales. | would like to quote briefly from that talk. Dr oped in arad hocmanner. Not all key areas are represented.
Suter said in part: The level of protection that applies is not necessarily as a

Humankind continues to do to the oceans what is now outlawe§€SUlt of objective criteria, and resources are often inadequate
on land: using the oceans as a refuse tip for non-biodegradabl@ provide appropriate protection. It is time that we had a

substances, for old chemical weapons and radioactive material, aficesh look at our protected areas.

as a depository for fertilisers washed off the land. Unlike the rivers, . L

which wash pollutants to the oceans, the oceans have no outlet. In Ve should be addressing the following issues. Does the
short: the muck stops here The oceans were for thousands of yearscurrent reserves system adequately represent the 15 or so
traditionally viewed as: inexhaustible (no matter how many fish othioregions that have been identified in South Australia? The
whales were taken there were always more left); indestructible (thg s\wer is ‘No’. We need an audit of what has been left out,

oceans could always absorb the garbage of humankind); and t?ﬁha’r is over represented, what could be traded to get a better

oceans were limitless (a person could sail for years without’ ! ! .
necessarily retracing their route). fit, and what is available that should be included. As |
gnderstand it, at least seven of the bioregions are under
following analogy, which for me puts the issue in very clear' cPTeSeNted or not represented at all. It is strange that this
perspective. He s’ayS' most critical ecological issue is not central to the Govern-

) ) ment’s parks agenda. However, | understand that all State and
o tggedisyfgectg\:(gfstzg ggnce‘i”tthgfég‘; (iesagtﬁ;Igwfﬂct(?febgltacnoeT\?vagr%deral Governments have signed an agreement to establish
reduced to the size of an egg, the total amount of water would be tH% comprehensive and representative reserves system (called
size of a teardrop. a CAR) by the year 2000. This is essential for the preserva-
tion of South Australia’s rich biodiversity. Unfortunately, at

Earlier this year Mike Rann and | circulated a ‘DiSCUSSion'ts resent level of activity, the State will not be able to meet
Paper on New Directions for South Australia’s Coastal an hispgoal 4

Marine Environment’, as Labor’s contribution to the Year of
the Ocean. The paper deals with a wide range of coastal We should also look at a new way to classify our reserves
issues. In essence, the paper is saying that it is about time tr&tstem. What areas are absolutely no go for mining or other
we stopped taking our coastal and marine environment fgctivity, where is it okay to have four wheel drives, and
granted. Since settlement we have poured sewage an¢here is it okay to have tourism facilities? We also need
stormwater into the ocean, plundered the fish that inhabit theudgets and protection plans for each of our reserves. | was
sea and built our houses over the sand dunes. We do not sstéggered during Estimates that the Minister could not tell me
the marine environment as an integrated whole, and w#hat the budget was for any park or reserve under her
subject it to a wide range of often contradictory legislativeauthority, and nor could she tell me what was spent in the
and administrative processes. Our basic principle ought to Herevious budget year on particular parks. Clearly, not enough
that over time our beaches should be as pollution free as thégsources are going into our parks. Despite the excellent work
were 200 years ago. of the friends groups and rangers, feral animals and plants are
We must find ways of reusing treated sewage andife inourreserves. We must find new ways of resourcing our
stormwater on land. Initiatives such as the pipeline fromParks system as it provides us with the foundation for South
Christies Beach to the Willunga Basin are to be commendefiustralia’s ecological and economic sustainability. Maybe it
and must become the standard means of dealing with sewadg lime to look at commercial sponsorship of some of our
not the exception. In addition, we must protect fish breeding@rks, and it is certainly time to reinstate the green corps,
grounds and unique underwater environments through tHg0wn as the Youth Conservation Corps, established by Mike
expansion of marine protected areas. Rather than threaten t@nn when he was Minister for Employment and TAFE.
fishing industry, this is the only way to guarantee that this On the issue of mining, it is time that we were able to
industry has long-term sustainability. | know from my reach a consensus in South Australia. | am one who believes
discussions with some of that industry’s representatives thahat mining is one of the real potential areas of growth for our
there is growing recognition that environmental and industrState. Our mining industry should be expanded. We need the
goals are not necessarily in conflict. In particular, we need tprosperity and employment that mining can bring. However,
recognise that, while aquaculture can produce significanke need a mining industry that accepts that it cannot go
economic benefits for our State, it too must be developed asverywhere. There are some areas so sensitive and precious
part of an overall marine strategy. We also need a newhat they should be agreed on as no-go areas by everyone,
legislative and administrative framework to manage coastahcluding miners. Both the mining industry and the conserva-
issues and concerns. In government, Labor will reviewion movement should work together to establish proper
coastal and marine legislation and create a single agency thaiotocols for mining. With a bit of give and take we should
is both responsible and accountable. be able to both expand our mining industry and increase the
I turn now to national parks. Some 21 million hectares oflevel of protection of key areas. It is to be hoped that the
South Australia are protected in some way. National parkestablishment of a truly comprehensive and representative
cover about four million hectares, conservation parks makeeserves system will go a long way towards the resolution of
up about six million hectares, and regional reserves covenany ongoing disputes.

As Dr Suter says, this view is now changing. He makes th
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| turn now to uranium and sustainable energy. In SouttState. | suspect that what happened is that, when the contracts
Australia we are well on the way to having three uraniumwere being given out for the privatised bus system, the
mines, and | dare say before the change of Government w@overnment decided to leave TransAdelaide in charge of the
are likely to have more. Labor is opposed to the expansion cfouthern suburbs and put Serco in charge of some other
the uranium industry, more mines, to the enrichment oflepots, and Serco and the other private suppliers got the
uranium and to South Australia’s becoming the nuclear dumpewer buses.
for the rest of Australia. However, having said that, we also If you look at the buses that are travelling around town,
recognise that there are or will be three mines in Soutlitis easy to see that the Serco buses are much newer. That is
Australia, that about 17 per cent of the world’s electricity isbecause some sort of arrangement must have been made for
generated by uranium and that, no matter how much wehat company to get better buses, because TransAdelaide, the
dislike it or disapprove of it, it will be around for a while yet. poor old public provider, is driving around with much older
Maybe we should be using some of the royalties receiveuses. Air-conditioning is non-existent, and | have been told
from the mines in South Australia to fund research into moréyy constituents that water leaks through the roof of the buses.
sustainable forms of energy—or green power as it is somaA/hen all these points were brought to the attention of the
times called. Solar, wind and water energy are all on offer inLonsdale depot, the following was reported in 8@uthern
our State. Timesof 14 October:

| invite those members of Parliament with an interestin | onsdale Operations Manager, Jim Nikas, said the age of the fleet
environment issues—and | know there are many on botbaused ‘no major drama’ for TransAdelaide staff or customers. We
sides of the Chamber—to participate in an active debate onork with what we have got.
the environment. | offer these draft policy ideas as a contribuHowever, another Lonsdale employee, who preferred not to
tion to that debate. | also invite members of the widerbe named—no doubt he would have got the sack if he had
community to have their say about what kind of environmenbeen—painted a bleaker picture. He said, ‘Itis a stretch in the
policies and structures South Australia should have in placmoming to find enough buses to go out on the routes. The
for the next millennium. To encourage that dialogue, | lookmaintenance guys are almost having to stick them together
forward early in the new year to convening, along with Laborwith chewing gum. It gets even worse in summer when the
Leader Mick Rann, a Labor Listens program on environmenthuses break down quite regularly.” So, that is the state of the
al issues. public buses in the southern suburbs. As the headline states

In the time that remains, | would like to address a numbetn this paper, ‘South being treated second best.’ Thatis what
of issues involving my electorate. In particular, | want to thejs happening under this Government: the southern suburbs are
address the issue of transport. The current Minister fObeing treated as second best in terms of transport.
Transport has made much of the great contribution the However, it is not just in respect of buses. In the case of
Southern Expressway will make to the southern suburbs, andommercial Road, which runs through my electorate, prior
half of that expressway has been built. It takes three or foufp the 1997 election the Government spent an enormous
minutes off my daily trip into the city, and for that | am amount of money—and | have a question on notice to find
grateful. When the other half is built, | dare say it will take gut how much money it did spend—going through a so-called
off another three or four minutes as well, and | will be doublyconsultation process with the people in the south. That
grateful for that. Even though this expressway will beconsultation process, which went on for months, involved a
completed 12 months after it was promised, it will beprivate company which went through the consultation
completed. However, that does not excuse neglect in Oth@'rocess_ A number of pub|iC mee[ings were held, with
areas of transport in the south. | would like to talk about twograwings, documents, displays and advertisements in the
particular aspects that are of concern to my constituents angcal papers—no doubt all of this was designed to give the
to me. The first is the quality of the buses that are availablgnpression that something was about to happen.
to the Lonsdale bus depot for the provision of bus services in 'No doubt this process was designed to assist the then
the southern suburbs. _ . Liberal member for the seat of Kaurna, Ms Lorraine

I recently asked a series of questions of the Minister folRpsenberg, and no doubt it was sad for Ms Rosenberg that it
Transport in relation to the age of those buses, and | wagid not support her sufficiently because, as we know, she did
interested to discover that the average age of the Lonsdaj@yt win the seat. Not surprisingly, after the election, the plans
fleet is some 16.85 years, compared to the State averagegfupgrade Commercial Road disappeared. All of the money
12.06 years. In other words, buses serving the southeffiatwas spent on consultation, planning, drawing and all the
suburbs are on average about 42 to five years older than thest of it disappeared. | corresponded with the Minister and
average age of buses across Adelaide. The Minister has t%ked her what was happening’ and she told me they had
me that TransAdelaide operates 75 buses from the Lonsdalgviewed it and there were no specific plans for the road to
depot. They include one bus which is 20 years of agepe upgraded. Well, this road is in dire need of attention.
51 buses which are 18 years old; 20 buses which are 16 years Resjdents of Maslin Beach have written to the Minister
old; and only three buses which are two years old. The threghot the section near their area where there are all sorts of

buses that are two years old have special provisions fQ§roplems. In their letter to the Minister, signed by Emma
people who are disabled. While the community is gratefuggss, their Secretary, they say, in part:

that some of those buses have th.ose. capacities, the phe rcenr:ag%or many years now, the community association has been asking

of buses that have that capacity is much lower than thg,your help to repair a dangerous traffic problem that exists in our

overall average across South Australia. area. We have noted that the new bridge in Port Noarlunga is now
The Minister has told me that at some stage she intend®t going to be built for another 10 years—

to provide new buses in the south, that we can expect newgkhother broken promise—

bqses in the futur,e. It seems to me unfair and an example %e are now at the stage that we cannot wait another 10 years.

this Government's neglect of the southern suburbs that th€omething must be done now and not in the future before a serious

buses in the south are much older than those in the rest of tifatal accident occurs on this very dangerous corner.
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The Secretary also says in her letter to me, in part: Federal election campaign—a very interesting promise. The
| wrote to her [Minister Laidlaw] some three months ago Labor Party had made a commitment to Glenthorne to keep
reminding her of her promises but to no avail. My correspondencé as public space and not to have housing on that piece of
in this last instance was not even replied to. land. The Federal Leader of the Labor Party said that he
The promise mentioned by Ms Boss was contained in a letterould grant that land to South Australia at no cost to South
to her dated 4 August 1995. I will put the Minister's promise Australian taxpayers. _ _ _
on the record, because she has tried to avoid her commit- During the Federal election campaign, | was surprised to
ments. She says: learn that the State Government, which always cries poor,
| am pleased to advise, however, that works on the upgrade ¢¥@S able to find $7 million to buy that piece of land from the
Commercial Road are scheduled to commence in the 1996-9ZSIRO. At the time, the Government said that no housing
financial year. You will be happy to know that the treatment youwould be built on that estate but that something would
have suggested at the Eastview Road, Gulf Parade, Maslin Bea ppen. However, no details as to what would happen have

Efﬂigfﬂggfggmerc'al Road intersection will be incorporated as PaBver been released. | believe that a review has been conducted

. ltati h into a wine institute on that piece of land but, very interest-
That was in 1995. There was much consultation througlyqy, - quring the election campaign, none of those plans came
1997. The election came at the end of 1997 and, suddenly, >+ The report was not released and it has not been
there were no plans. There was no upgrade of that imerseﬁUblished.

tion or of Commercial Road, and the bridge over the
Onkaparinga River WhiCh had to be upgraded and was Pagti| get out of that promise that he made, because | am
of the promised plgns IS no I'onger to be upgraded. In fact', thE‘ﬁbsolutely certain that housing will be part of the solution. He
whole of Commercial Road is dangerous. There are continugly -ome in here and say, ‘Look, we have this great idea for
traffic accidents along that road. At the beginning of this year, \ ine centre. Unfortunately, 25 per cent or 30 per cent of the

there was one very serious accident at a set C.’f traffic "gh.t%nd has to be sold for public housing to raise the capital to
on the corner of Seaford Road and Commercial Road quit llow us to develop that institute.’ It will be very interesting

close to where | live and, sadly, a person was killed in tha he Premi .
> ' ' ) remier tr way from his words.
accident. There have been a number of other accidents at thf?\tSee the Premier try to get away fro s words

intersection thisyear. [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]

The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Mr HILL: The member for Unley says thatlamthe local Mr SCALZI (Hartley): It gives me great pleasure to
member, and that is very true. A set of traffic lights weresupport the motion for the Address in Reply. | commend Sir
installed at that intersection at the behest of the formeEric Neal, Governor of South Australia, on his speech to the
member who tried valiantly over a four year period to get aForty-Ninth Parliament on the opening of the Second Session.
set of traffic lights installed there. Interestingly enough, at aviuch is said about our economy. Much is said about how we
public meeting addressed by Department of Transporire meeting the challenges placed before us for the twenty-
officers, they said the decision to put the traffic lights therefirst century. There is much debate and discussion about
was not based on good road sense but on the then membeggether or not we are on track and whether we can do more
political interests, and a set of political traffic lights was and, most importantly, there is always talk about debt and
placed at that intersection. As a result of those traffic lightsdebt reduction.
there have been a series of very bad accidents, including one Although there is disagreement on both sides of the
fatality. Chamber, there is no doubt that both the major Parties, the

The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: Independents and the Democrats in another place believe we

Mr HILL: Yes, | did. | cannot recall the name of the have to try to position South Australia for the challenges
person at this stage. It was at a public meeting of thelaced before us for the twenty-first century. But, before
Onkaparinga forum held in Seaford a couple of months aganything can be achieved, we must be truthful and realistic
and it was said by officers of the department. | am notabout where we are at as a State and as a nation, and put that
suggesting that the Minister or the former member had anin perspective regarding our place in the world because, if we
intention of trying to make the situation worse. The fact isdo not, we are not being realistic about what can be achieved
that the situation is worse at that intersection because of thgy a State Government. There is no doubt that in 1993 this
traffic lights, and it is because of the very poor state ofState was experiencing poor economic circumstances.
Commercial Road generally that these accidents happen. Sdembers opposite would agree.
on two issues, in the case of buses, where we have the oldest Mr Hanna interjecting:
buses in the State, and in the case of Commercial Road, Mr SCALZI: The member for Mitchell says that nothing
which runs through my electorate and which the Ministeras changed. | say to him that much has changed. No longer
promised to upgrade back in 1995, here we are in 1998 witls South Australia short-changed and without a sense of
no action, no plans, no budget lines, nothing at all—nadirection. No longer are we in a financial situation that makes
commitments. She will not even reply to those members ofis spend helplessly in trying to find solutions to our prob-
the community who have written to her about this issue. | willlems. In saying that, | do not want to belittle the efforts of the
take up the remaining two minutes so as not to embarrass apyevious Government, because the circumstances that brought
other member. about that financial crisis were not all of the previous

The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: Government’s doing. We cannot give credit to the former

Mr HILL: | have no intention of talking about Glenthorne Government for such changes as the floating of the dollar, the
at this stage. No, | will. I am glad the honourable membederegulation of the financial system, the structural changes
raises the question of Glenthorne, because Glenthorne is anthe global economy and the challenges brought about by
important issue and was subject to a very interesting promishose changes. No Government can. We are responsible for
by both the Premier and the Prime Minister during the recerthe responses to the changes and the challenges. We have to

| am waiting with great eagerness to see how the Premier
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be realistic. We as a State can do only so much. When we talif having a high unemployment rate, especially among the
about unemployment—and there are questions opposite abougung. It cannot ignore that, otherwise it will have to face the
what we are doing—we have to put it in perspective. social implications.

What has been South Australia’s employment record in - Enough about the world economic situation. In the short
the past 30 years? We know that South Australia has alwaygrm the stimulus that South Australia or indeed Australia
lagged behind some of the other States, and whether a Libefgbuld want will not be provided. We have to accept a lower
or Labor Government has been in office that is a fact. WesDp growth rate in the short to medium term. To believe that
know that structural changes have taken place. We live in @e can have increased growth rates of the magnitude that we
time when the information revolution is placing pressures ohought three or four years ago is unrealistic. For about the
the population just as the industrial revolution resulted inpast five or six years it has been a matter of concern to me
changes in England in the 1700s and 1800s. South Australifat, when the growth rates of the economies to our north
did not start the information revolution. England, howeveryere 6, 7 or 8 per cent and we had much lower growth rates,
started the industrial revolution and should be given credit fove almost became apologetic for our poor performance. |
that but certainly, at the time, no particular political Party waspelieve that the time has come for us to stop apologising. We
responsible. must accept that as a country, if we are in a stable democracy,

When we look at that aspect, we have an idea of what wg 2 or 3 per cent GDP growth rate is much better than a
can do as a State. | believe that this Government has done it® per cent growth rate in an unstable democracy.

best since it came to office in 1993. Sure, we can do more, Therefore, we should rethink our position in relation to the
but | believe that we have headed in the right direction. We,qntries that we admired for having such high growth rates
have taken control of the debt; we hav_e tried t_o restructure tmal the past and to which we almost apologised for our
economy; we have encouraged new industries; and we haygsition. We should be proud of what Australia achieves. We
puta lot of effort into information technology, and that arean ;s; |ook at the base and we must acknowledge that a 2 to
alone is bearing fruit. | think that both sides of the Houseg per cent growth rate in an economy that is responsible to the
would agree that that has occurred. _ _ social needs of its community is better than one that has a 6,
In the past year or so, the international climate has; g or indeed 15 per cent growth rate, because economic
changed, especially with respect to our trading partners. W’irowth without political stability leads to the social ramifica-

recognise that no-one could have foreseen the changes thigis that we have seen around the world which none of us
have occurred in Indonesia, Malaysia, Hong Kong and, o ould support.

course, Japan, which really was the second greatest and most S
important economy in the world. It was said that, if America Mr Hanna |.nterject|ng. ) .
sneezes, Australia catches a cold. | believe that Japan has Mr SCALZI: The member for Mitchell says that | believe

sneezed, America has caught the cold and, no doubt, we aft oW growth. Look at me; | cannot believe otherwise.
not insulated from it either. Putting that aside—and | do look up to the member for

Mr Snelling: Inoculated. Mitchell, but then I look up to a lot of people—there is a
Mr SCALZI: We cannot be inoculated from the businessdifférence between economic growth and economic develop-
cycles but we can find a way to respond in a sensible anf€ntand we do not often distinguish between the two. When
creative way that is sensitive to the needs of the community€ferring to economic growth we talk about increasing GDP
The Australian Bureau of Statistics figures for the SoutHdross domestic product) nationally or gross social product
Australian labour force for September indicate a sharp ris8t @ State level and, in dollar terms, what is produced from all
in employment of 8 100 in seasonally adjusted terms. Thig00ds and services in an economy. We all know that; it is
comes on tOp ofa Sim”ar'y |arge rise of 7 600 in AUgUSt, an asic ecqnomlCS. However, economic deyelopment Invol'ves
a strong increase in full employment underpins the figuredNOre: It involves increasing structures in the community,
The increase in employment reduced the unemployment raf@pital mvestment,_g_oods and all those t_hlngs that deliver a
in the State from 10.4 per cent in August to 9.9 per cent ifP€tter standard of living for the community.
September. In the past we have concentrated too much on growth rates
We could say that there has been an increase in emplognd it is about time we started to look at the overall picture
ment; we could say that there has been an increase in ti#é what is really economic development. We cannot have
number of job vacancies; and we could say that we are doingconomic growth without social responsibility and political
well. The reality is that we are not doing as well as westability. Otherwise we would lose the whole lot. One has
should, and no-one can argue with that. We should do bette@nly to look at a country like Russia or some of our Asian
No-one would agree that we should accept a youth unemployeighbours. Without political stability and without the
ment rate of more than 30 per cent. It is one thing to admitnstitutions that are necessary to give parameters to that
that there is a problem and that we must do something abogeonomic growth, in the end it will not be sustainable.
it, but to blame one particular Government for the circum- We are fortunate to live in the most democratic country
stances in which we find ourselves is really, at times, politicain the world and we should be proud of that fact. We should
point scoring, but all Parties in opposition do it. not be apologetic for what we have achieved. If we look at
We must realise that the time has come when we must bthe way in which Australia has responded to the crisis, we can
honest with ourselves and that, given the current economisee that we have been able to retain our stability because we
situation, there is no easy solution to the unemploymenare basically a sophisticated democracy. We have the
problem. | agree that 9 per cent unemployment is unacceptastitutions in place, we have the separation of powers and we
able. We should move to a more realistic unemploymenbave a judicial system. We have the institutions that are
target, and | believe that that is the aim of this Governmentnecessary to maintain that standard and to cope with business
indeed, giving priority to finding jobs for youth has been acycle fluctuations without endangering those things that we
priority of this Government and will continue to be so. No believe are important to us, and the recent election showed
responsible Government can ignore the social consequencist.
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There is no doubt that the pressures of national competBtate election result in Hartley. It is precisely that attitude,
tion policy and the centralisation of services have hurt peoplehere politicians simply make jibes and try to point score,
not only in South Australia but throughout Australia. Thewhich has increased the cynicism amongst the electors of
changes brought about by global economic pressures ha@outh Australia and Australia. All they want us to do is get
hurt, and that is why One Nation rose to its short-termon with the job. There is no question that some people fear
prominence. People were hurting, they thought that the majahe GST, but what they fear most is economic uncertainty.
Parties were not listening and they thought that Paulindhey fear our hotchpotch taxation system where there is no
Hanson cared, that she was listening and that they might artainty, and they want some reform.
well give her a go. However, they discovered that in the If we need to make some adjustments to care for people
global economy it is not good enough to simply say toon fixed incomes, pensioners, and so on, let us ensure that
someone who is hurting, ‘We care.” One must have realistigvithin our political forums we do that by standing up and
solutions, and One Nation did not have them. representing those people, because | can assure the member

The One Nation story is a bit like this: someone has beefor Hart that | do that within the Liberal Party. | jump up and
hurt on a country road and Pauline comes along. She holdiown for people on fixed incomes, and | will continue to do
that person’s hand and says, ‘Don’t worry about it. | knowthat. But to make a few political points about the GST and to
what you are feeling, you hurt, just calm down.” She puts aassociate that with the next election result in a State seat is
blanket over the person’s feet to keep them warm and sheally cheap—
says, ‘You come to my car and | will take you to hospital”  Members interjecting:

The person drags himself or herself to her car only to find out The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley has the
that it has four flat tyres. That was the simplistic approach o€all.

One Nation. No-one can govern with a simplistic approach Mr SCALZI: | support a goods and services tax because,
and with policies that are out of kilter with the complexities provided that people on a fixed income have been catered for,
and the demands of the twenty-first century. The Australiathat there is compensation for them, it makes sense. | agree
public flirted with One Nation for a while, but the result was with Paul Keating, the Labor Party’s great Leader, who
clear, and to me it was a great result. It has renewed my faittvanted to introduce it in 1985: a broad based consumption
in the Australian people because— tax, option C, 12.5 per cent. | should know, because | was

An honourable member interjecting: teaching economics and that was part of the economic

Mr SCALZI: And our democratic system. The Australian situation at the time. Now, all of a sudden, members opposite
people realised that there was no real prospect of addressingmpletely reject it. Of course they must, because they must
the nation’s needs by supporting Parties such as One Natiooppose. But, privately, they know that the taxation system has
That has become clear. to be reformed. They know that, and they know that we have

| refer to the cooperation among the major Parties, théo reduce our debt. They know it and everyone else on their
National Party and the Democrats. | must commend thside of politics knows it.

Democrats for the way in which they took on One Nation.  All members opposite know about the national competi-
However, we must not be complacent, because the reason fiiwn policy and the changes that have taken place, and they
One Nation’s popularity still exists. If we do not address theknow that we no longer have a choice. Members must
source of the problem, another Party with simplistic solutiongemember that the system has to serve man, not man the
may also become popular. It is time to look carefully at wheresystem. We do not stick to a political philosophy or an
we as a country and a State are heading in terms of owconomic theory for the sake of sticking to it because, in the
national competition policies and how we deal with ruralend, we have to serve the community. What is best for the
areas. We need to understand that the closure of a school, tbemmunity is really what we should be on about. If we come
closure of a bank, decentralisation and centralisation dback to debt reduction, there is no question that we cannot
facilities in the major cities hurts the rural areas. We musteduce our debt unless we make some major changes, for
address those problems and we must deliver services in thosgample, the sale of ETSA.

areas, otherwise that cynicism and concern about the major Mr Foley: Why didn’t you say that at the election, Joe?
Parties’ performance will remain. We must not look at thewhy did you lie to the people of Hartley?

Federal election result and think that One Nation is no longer The SPEAKER: Order!

a threat. One Nation was not the threat: it was the Labor and Mr Foley: Why did you lie to the people of Hartley?
Liberal Parties’ failure to address the fundamental problems. The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the member for Hart to

| believe that the Federal Government has a mandate withdraw the use of that word as unparliamentary.
reform the taxation system. | agreed with Paul Keating in Mr FOLEY: | withdraw, Mr Speaker.

1985 when he proposed ‘Option C ‘and a 12.5 per cent broad The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Hartley.
based consumption tax. | support the hard work he did within Mr Foley: Why did you lie to the people of Hartley?

the Labor Party to introduce a broad based consumption tax. Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the

| am sure that, now he is no longer leader of the Labor Partynember for Hart has just repeated the word ‘lie’.

with the benefit of hindsight he would say, ‘If we had The SPEAKER: Order!

introduced the GST in 1985 we would have dealt with alot Mr FOLEY: | withdraw, Mr Speaker.

of the problems and perhaps our system would have been Mr SCALZI: |thank the member for Hart. After all, not
more productive.’ | am sure he thinks about that from timeonly is he a member of the Labor Party but he also has a
to time. social conscience. The situation is that everyone on this

Mr Foley interjecting: side—if we had an option not to sell ETSA, if we were in a

Mr SCALZI: That shows the member for Hart’s political situation before national competition policy, before the
opportunism. We are talking about reform of the taxationnational electricity grid—would keep the asset, but the
system and what is good for Australia, but what does thehanges that have occurred give us no option. At least our
member for Hart do? He makes some jibe about the nex®@remier has had the guts to say, ‘We have had to change our
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policies for the good of the State.” Our Premier has said thato work. On 10 December 1948 the General Assembly of the
I commend the Hon. Terry Cameron in another place fotJnited Nations, under the presidency of Australian Foreign
putting the interests of South Australia before his commit-Minister Dr H.V. Evatt, adopted and proclaimed the Univer-
ment to the Party that he grew up with. sal Declaration of Human Rights. This document, now in its
It was not easy for the Hon. Terry Cameron to say, ‘In thefiftieth year, was crafted under the direction of the United
interests of all South Australians and of jobs for our kids, weNations Commission on Human Rights headed by Eleanor
have no choice and we have to sell.” It was not easy, and hRoosevelt, widow of the late US President.
should be commended for doing so, as the Premier has taken Earlier today, the member for Gordon spoke of the
the lead in saying, ‘Yes, we had to change our policy becausé&ur ‘I's. Mrs Roosevelt spoke of the four freedoms: freedom
given the circumstances and what we know, it is in the bestf speech, freedom of belief, freedom from fear and freedom
interests of South Australia.” And it is not just about somefrom want. These freedoms form the philosophical foundation
economic theory of reducing the debt; it is about whatfor the declaration. It took three years of work by the
reducing the debt can do. commission before the final declaration was promulgated
It is about increasing expenditure to hospitals so that thevithout dissent in 1948.
gueues get shorter; it is about increasing spending on Let us reflect upon the unrealised hope that the declaration
education; and it is about increasing spending on transponpromised. Foremost among these is the commitment to make
If we get an extra $2 million a day, we can do those thingshumanity free from fear and want. Among the declaration’s
Managing the economy is not a goal in itself: we manage therovisions is the commitment to the creation and maintenance
economy in order to deliver the political goals that societyof employment and economic security for all as a fundamen-
expects. That is what it is about. If there must be a policytal criterion of humane society. Article 23 provides:

change in order to deliver for the wellbeing of the  Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment,

community, then you change the policy. to just and favourable conditions of work, and to protection against
Mr Foley interjecting: unemployment.
Mr SCALZI: You do not become a slave to an economicThese provisions are supplemented by the International
theory. Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
Mr Foley: You just make sure you win the election and various conventions of the International Labour Organisation.
do a backflip. They make clear that a fundamental part of a truly democratic

The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: You have done that for years. and progressive society is the right to employment, which is
Mr SCALZI: That might be the way the Labor Party doesnot merely an economic right but a social and cultural one.
things—the L-A-W tax cuts, for example. That is the way it  According to ILO convention No.168 concerning employ-
does business, but we have the courage to tell the people wfent, promotion and protection against unemployment, work
South Australia. As | said previously, why does the Laborand productive employment are important not only because
Party not let the 69 members of Parliament—both Chambesf the resources which they create for the community but also
—decide in a secret ballot whether or not they want to selbecause of the income which they bring to workers, the social
ETSA? role which they confer and the feeling of self-esteem which
Mr Foley interjecting: workers derive from them. The Governor’s speech yesterday
Mr SCALZI: Do you know why not? It is because the mentioned self-esteem three times on the first page alone.
pledge is more important than the pledge to the people of These instruments of international policy make clear that

South Australia. it is not enough merely to facilitate employment but that
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time Governments have a positive duty to create opportunities for
has expired. all to work under just and favourable conditions. They require

Governments to work to achieve employment for all. In
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | rise tonight to acknowledge common with many developed nations, Australia seems to
the speech of His Excellency the Governor made at th&ave given up on this ideal. The proof is in the upward trend
opening of this Second Session of the Forty-Ninth Parliaof unemployment and decline in real wages over the past two
ment. | welcome the undertaking in that address for thelecades.
Government to dedicate itself to sustainable economic Since the recession of 1982, unemployment has persisted

development— at a rate never lower than 6.1 per cent. It has been a period of
Members interjecting: great change and instability for most Australian workers, a
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Florey has the time of upheaval and tumultuous political and cultural shifts.

call and | ask members to respect it. Employment, far from being seen as a universal right, is now

Ms BEDFORD: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | welcome the subject to the whims of competition, market fluctuations, the
undertaking in that address for the Government to dedicateeed for flexibility and greater productivity. Our industrial
itself to sustainable economic development in tandem withelations system, established to provide workers with just and
social responsibility. | also welcome the call for willing fair conditions, has been subordinated to the need for
negotiation and compromise. However, | wonder how thissconomic growth with disastrous consequences for working
can be equated to the Government’s proposals being the onbeople.
strategy which can deliver. Everyone knows that there is Statistics published in a study by Griffith University show
more than one way to skin a cat and that, with time, everthat Australians are now among the lowest paid workers in
more effective ways will be developed, whichever method ishe OECD. Over the period 1983 to 1991, Australian wages
adopted. fell behind the rate of inflation by 26.3 per cent. Meanwhile,

| especially welcome the identification of jobs as the keythe award simplification process initiated under the Work-
element to self-esteem and quality of life, and | trust that thigplace Relations Act is now putting in jeopardy many of the
is meant in relation to the State as well as to each and everjghts won by workers over the past 100 years. Continuing
individual South Australian. Itis the right of every individual high unemployment has contributed to attacks on employ-
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ment conditions. Australians have come to regard unemployin peaceful assembly outside the plant, in cold and wet
ment and lower wages as an acceptable part of the politicateather, for days on end, with belief in their cause and each
and social landscape of the 1990s. They have beconaher, and much tenacity and commitment. The four entrances
accustomed to corporate collapse and mass redundancies, amdl exits to the site meant that workers had to remain vigilant
they have resigned themselves to the fact of job insecurity24 hours a day. | do not envy them the task they set them-

The emergence of precarious work as a fact of life haselves; however, | do congratulate them on their gritty
meant that a full-time permanent position in the 1990s is naletermination and can only express my admiration for the
more secure than casual or part-time employment. Thsolidarity which they displayed in the face of the most trying
conditions and wages of permanent employees are undeircumstances.

siege by employers and Governments, calling for labour Though visited by many during those days, the workers
market deregulation and_ greater labour fle>_<ibility. While 5t adelaide Brighton Cement can truly say that it was a
permanent employment is still the most desirable form oktryggle which they fought and won largely by themselves.
employment, it is by no means stable or predictable anymor s a sad indictment of the current age that these workers are
The promotion of a decentralised wages system has led {fe exception rather than the rule. As do many others, they
the destruction of collective bargaining, the growth of theghare a deep mistrust of the system. They are not interested
individual contract and the casualisation of work. It iSjh the economic rationalist concepts that have been the
important here to note that employment is worthless if it doegjriving force behind the so-called reforms of the past decade.
not guarantee a fair and reasonable wage under just angownsizing’ and ‘outsourcing’ to them are code words for

secure in their jobs as workers in Poland, little debate ensu@gtsource politicians.

about terms and conditions of work.

Is it any wonder that Australian workers are adopting an The voters have been walking away from the political

: . oL . pyocess in droves over the past decade. An obvious reason for
ethic that emphasises the individual rather than the collectiv is, in my opinion, has been the readiness to adopt an

This is why unions are suffering a massive decline In'deological manner of speech which has little to offer

T e e oY ME iy workers. We have been (00 feady (o adopt he
capable of success. Collective action continues to be the ideI nguage of the markets, limited government and individual

which | believe we must advance. The market is not always oice. We have to ask ourselves whether we truly believe it
) Y35 good enough to live in a society which values only the

right, and a truly civilised society must intervene to correct . .
market aberrations. When we work together we can achiev, conomic good and places so much store on the dictates of

! . the market. The reality is that many ordinary people still
0uﬁcv(;?netst;Tgrkaégoojt?\%erfe'tcfntthei;Vrzozgfgmgrmy' clas believe strongly that there is a place for collectivist politics.
collectivism that have delivered resul?s Both are ghininSThey do not want to privatise their electricity system; and

. i hey do not want to outsource water and public transport.
examples of how ordinary workers acting together ca . . -
achieve significant results for themselves and Worl(ingaheystlllbellevethere is a fundamental role for government

. - ?d public enterprise.

people. The firstis a dispute between Serco and members 6 o
the Transport Workers Union. This took place earlier this George Bernard Shaw wrote about every house having its
year and resulted in a snap strike on 30 July, called by thewn separate meal: the people in other houses do not
unionised work force in protest against the company’s refusgiontribute to that meal and therefore do not expect to share
to offer any substantial wage increase to its drivers. Sercth- Although each family buys its own beer separately, they
drivers earn considerably less than their counterparts &l get their water communally. Each family pays what is
TransAdelaide. In fact, under present Serco awards, drivefilled a water rate into a common fund to pay for a constant
who worked for the former STA employees are guarantee§UPPly of water to every house, and they all draw as much or
a higher wage than other Serco employees. as little water as they need. It used to be the case that sharmg

The reality is that the Government outsourced our publi¢he costs for the communal good was the honourable thing to
transport system as an exercise in breaking the grip of th@0. The absurdity of arguing that it is somehow inevitable and
unions. Serco, the bidding company chosen to run AdelaideRecessary that Governments withdraw from any kind of
northern bus services, is well known abroad for its anti-uniorsollectivist action has been demonstrated most recently in the
attitude. Moreover, through the agency of the Public Transfailure of the private sector to manage outsourced utilities
port Board, the Government has effectively prevented Serc@ffectively. For instance, in South Australia we had the ‘big
from making productivity gains in any way other than labourPong’. This makes a mockery of the claim that Governments
costs, as the Public Transport Board prescribes the timetablél9 not have a role to play in ensuring the effective function-
the schedule of fees, the vehicles to be used and the routddd of essential services. It makes a mockery of the sugges-
The northern Adelaide contracts are up for renewal next yealion that there is no longer any place for collective interven-
and you can be sure that the negotiations will be fierce. Thdton by Governments and communities.
is why it is so heartening to see Serco drivers win their The ideological drive for economic rationalism has also
dispute, not only as a sign of what working class solidarityfound expression in the outsourcing and privatisation of
can achieve but also as a symbolic victory over the forces dsovernment welfare services. In South Australia it has seen
economic rationalism that seek to dismantle publicly ownedhe privatisation—or whatever the Government wishes to call
and operated services. it—of the Modbury Hospital, the corporatisation and

The second example to which | wish to refer is the recentlestruction of the Housing Trust and the gradual privatisation
Adelaide Brighton Cement dispute. This dispute, which grewof the public transport system. How can we stand by and
out of the company’s decision to make redundant anothewatch while policies continue to destroy the fabric of our
60 work workers from its Birkenhead plant, was resolvedcommunities? As Don Dunstan said in his Whitlam lecture
only last Friday in a win for the union members who stoodearlier this year, if we do not intervene, we sink. He also said
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that, if we do not know where we have come from, we cannot If the Olsen Liberal Government and the Howard Coali-
make judgments about where we are going. tion Government are sincere and really want to reduce the

It is time, therefore, for us on this side of the House tolevel of unemployment, they should sponsor massive capital
reflect on our origins as a movement and a Party. It is noMorks programs across the country. It will only be by the
more than 100 years since the formation of the Australiafitiation of such programs that the unemployment problem
Labor Party at Barcaldine, a town in central Queensland;an be relieved. Such programs approved and put into
which had been the centre of the historic shearers’ strike d¥Peration, employing workers at union rates, a 32 hour week
the early 1890s. Those struggles were essentially abotiith no loss of wage rates, will do more to create jobs than
widespread unemployment. As the shearers saw it at thafl the pious platitudes at present emanating from Federal and
time, it was necessary for the Working class to have a p0||t|ca$tate GOVernment sources. Business aCt|V|ty would receive
Party and its own representatives in the Parliament. 1@ boost by creating a demand for cement, steel and other
geological time, 100 years is not long. Stephen Jay Gould, theommodities, and through the demand for the products of
American evolutionary biologist and popular science writerpasic industries required to carry out capital works programs.
would call it a micro-moment. In human time, however, theThe additional purchasing power placed in the hands of
past 100 years encompasses a whole era of historicBmployed workers would give a significant lift to small
development, which has been a truly momentous period. Erieusiness. o
Hobesbawn, the eminent British historian, called the twenti- | see many similarities between the struggle that workers
eth century the Age of Extremes. If by that he means that thiced in 1890 and the struggles that the labour movement

past 100 years has been a time of bitter struggles for th&ces now. Our history should teach us that it is a struggle
working class, most would agree with him. that never dies, one that is never over. When Liberal Govern-

jnents turn a blind eye to unemployment, Labor must and will

The past 100 years has seen two major world wars i
P y ] fake up the challenge. We cannot be complacent. We cannot

which Australia has been involved, along with a number o : . X :
localised wars. Arising out of the First World War, we saw °'9€t our heritage, nor will we. Martin Luther King once
the major signs of the instability of the capitalist system ofSaid: ‘We shall have to repentin this generation, not so much

society. Once the destruction caused by the war had bedfyf the evil deeds of wicked people but for the appalling
Silence of good people.’ I do not accuse members opposite

attended to, lack of jobs again became the bane of th f bei i No- th th | N ho h
workers in the capitalist world. The period immediatelyg €ing evil. No, they areh ehcomp acel? ones Wfo. avz
following the First World War was a time in which the Labor ﬁﬁjnstcontent to accept what they must know Is unfair an

Party was supportive of the trade unions in achievind’I . .
improvements in pay rates and working conditions. As did the As we approach the end of the first century of Federation,

rest of the world, Australian capitalism lapsed into what wadl@ny ordinary Australians must be asking, ‘How much has
referred to as the Great Depression in the 1930s. really been achieved?’ Workers will ask whether they are

The 1930s was a period in which ordinary men an eally that much better off than were their counterparts of

di hall d mad ii 901, and parents will ask whether their children’s future is
women met extraordinary challenges and made sacrifices .,y that much brighter. Instead of quality expenditure in

defencetc_)f th? working clashs ?Qd the Alsttr&Iia? pethp][er.] Th?r ployment services, we have seen the farce of the Job
was no time for summer holidays or for (h€ faint o ear%letwork, a scheme which miserably fails our obligations

Following the Wall Street stock market collapse in the Unite ; ; ;
. L ; nder ILO conventions to provide for adequate promotion of
States in 1929, conditions rapidly worsened throughout thﬂJ” employment. P d P

capitalist world. The Australian capitalist class took immedi- | <iaad of protecting people from the economic insecurity
ate action through the arbitration courts and savagely slashed unemployment, we have the ill-conceived ‘work for the

wages and working conditions. Thousands of workers werg, o scheme, a system whose political basis in the so-called
thrown onto the industrial scrap heap and unemploymerj, crine of mutual obligation is a sad twisted caricature of the
reached 30 per cgnt of the work force. noble spirit of the Declaration of Human Rights. In the

When the Scullin Labor Government was replaced by theneantime, according to the official figures, unemployment
Lyons Conservative Government, it intensified the attack orontinues to stand at 8.3 per cent while the Governments in
the working class by attacking trade unions. It was during thighis place and in Canberra debate the merits of yet another
time that Menzies was the Attorney-General in the Lyonggx.

Government and brought in his infamous ‘dog collar Act' |t is time for those of us who see the economic rationalist
relating to the wharf labourers at Port Kembla. After theapproach to unemployment as inadequate and unworkable to
Second World War, it was the Chifley Labor Governmentstand up and be counted. It is time for a new Left approach
that initiated the building of the Snowy Mountains Schemeyg this pressing social problem—a collective interventionist
established Trans Australia Airlines and sought to nationalisgpproach to job creation and economic growth. We do not
the banking SyStem in 1947. It would be interesting to Se¢ve in an economy, we live in a Community’ and Govern-
What.WOU|d be the outcome if a p|ebiSCite to nationalise thenents have a duty to intervene in the free market whenever
banking system were to be held today. its consequences are detrimental to the community.

The Howard Government has been returned at the recent Howard Florey, after whom my seat is named, was a high
elections and, whilst it obtained a majority of seats in theachiever from modest origins and a symbol of the importance
House of Representatives, it failed to win the support of thef never underestimating our fellow South Australians’
majority of the Australian people and consequently does nability to excel at the highest level. His exploits are an
control the Senate. The Howard Government has no mandagégample of how it is possible to achieve against almost
toinstitute a GST and a tax on people’s food. Despite claimanpossible odds, problem solving at its best, when necessity
by John Howard and Peter Costello that the economy is itruly became the mother of invention. For him, whether it was
good shape, unemployment is more than 8 per cent and thefiading a way to finish medical school or obtaining vast
is no economic boom. guantities of supplies in a war ravaged country to continue his
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research, Florey delivered. How important it is now, as weper cent reduction in hospitalisation compared with the
in this State face the epidemic of an uncertain future, that weontrol group. The Health Plus trials on Eyre Peninsula
observe and learn from our mistakes and combine to overnvolve about 1 400 patients with chronic conditions such as
come the dilemmas that threaten the way and quality of lifeliabetes and complex medical problems. General practition-
in this State and nation. Florey’s legacy must surely be: setrs on Eyre Peninsula participating in the Health Plus trials
the goal and then make it happen. have been provided with personal computers to support the
preparation of personal care plans, education and improved
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): The speech by His Excellen- medical record keeping. The aim is to have all computers
cy the Governor, Sir Eric Neal, opening the Second Sessidlinked in a network and for that network to have links with
of the Forty-Ninth Parliament set the scene for a moshospitals and specialists. This program is being monitored by
productive Parliament in the run up to the twenty-firstthe Federal Government with a possibility of its becoming the
century, setting out as it does a plan to reach a goal that Weasis for the provision of health care across the nation.
can all believe in, that is, to deliver economic growth with Prevention is not only better than cure—it is much less costly.
social responsibility. Hence the State Government this year introduced free
The Governor’s leadership in the business of the State igfluenza vaccine for people 70 years plus. With a number of
an inspiration to all. I am delighted that he and his wife, Lady90-year olds in the electorate, let alone those in their 70s or
Neal, have accepted an invitation to again visit Port Lincolrg0s, this move was appreciated.
in my wonderful electorate of Flinders early inthe newyear. South Australia has led the nation in the field of organ
Here they will see evidence of what can be achieved bylonations. This was recognised with the appointment of the
people who are self-reliant, self-confident and dedicated t§outh Australian Governor, Sir Eric Neal, as Chair of the new
the sustainable economic growth, in particular, of the fishingNational Council of Australians Donate in July this year. All
and farming industries, which are daily increasing the jobState, Territory and Commonwealth Health Ministers agreed
opportunities of this wonderful State of South Australia. to set up the council’s secretariat in South Australia. In
If this State is to create the wealth and jobs we need tinstances where young adults have died, usually although not
provide the kind of socially responsible State we want for oualways as a result of accident, it assists families in the
future and that of our children, as the Governor has stated wgrieving process to know that organ donation has been a
need to be bipartisan. We have to work together. Only byositive result of an untimely death. | commend the Liberal
working together can we produce the wealth of which thisGovernment for the money put into upgrading the health
State is capable and which will provide the funding to givesystem infrastructure, especially in rural areas. It has been a
South Australia the best health, education and services in theajor undertaking to overcome the neglect of previous years.
country and indeed in the world; especially needed as we gear In my electorate of Flinders both Ceduna and Port Lincoln
up to provide for our generation, who will be the largesthave benefited from hospital upgrades, while the upgrade on
group of retirees in history. the Kingscote Hospital on Kangaroo Island has also demon-
We as the people of this State have good reason to kstrated the Liberal Government's positive concern for rural
more self-confident than we are. We need to appreciate thahd regional South Australia. Stage 1 of the Ceduna Hospital
South Australia often leads not only our nation but also theedevelopment was opened about a year ago and now the
world. This fact was commented on only last week by writers$100 000 redevelopment of the north-east wing is about to be
in the Advertiseis letters to the Editor column and is opened while $80 000 has been provided for an anaesthetics
regularly promoted by the SA Great campaign. machine. Further redevelopment is in the planning process.
Our State Government is committed to its social responsifhe final stage of the $17 million upgrade of the Port Lincoln
bilities, and | applaud the mobile health services that ouHospital is progressing well and is on track to be completed
Government, through the Health Commission, provides tiy early 1999. The hospital management, staff, doctors,
South Australia’s women. | am particularly appreciative ofspecialists and visiting specialists are working together to use
the mammography units. Breast screening for cancer was one the fullest our state of the art facilities.
of the issues for which | worked for many years, so | was It gives me a great deal of satisfaction to see the positive
pleased when the Liberal Government acted to provideesults flowing from the hard work that this Government has
mobile units. Additional funding of $300 000 this year done in helping to get overseas doctors into rural areas which
boosted the previously announced $1 million capital expanare unable to get Australian trained doctors. Doctor Bishop
sion for this program. The message from cancer experts fsom the United States of America is filling in his 12 month
that early detection is a key to successful treatment. | caworking holiday at the Ceduna-Koonibba Health Service,
personally testify to that, having had breast cancer that waghile Doctor Mason from Wales is with Doctor Griffin at the
caught very early and not having to have debilitatingCeduna medical practice until December this year. The
chemotherapy and radiotherapy. It is not well enouglpractice is negotiating with a South African doctor to begin
understood that this outcome can result from early detectiorin December. Dr Wolf du Plessis, who came to Wudinna
The Government provides the service free of charge, anflom South Africa, has taken up flying as one of the ways of
access through mobile clinics and various units is verycoping with the remoteness of his rural practice. Two highly
convenient. | urge women 45 years and over to have thiskilled and experienced general practitioners are working
procedure. with the Investigator Clinic in Port Lincoln on a two year
I also commend the Government’s South Australiancontract, which | understand they would like to extend.
Health Plus strategy aimed at empowering and educatinGowell has a new doctor starting practice in December.
people to take more control over their own health, bringing It is very gratifying also that the University of Adelaide
about a healthier community, thus resulting in fewer visits tdVedical School, along with the State Government, has
doctors, fewer hospital admissions and a lower cost to theecognised the need to attract doctors to rural areas by
State’s health budget. Preliminary evaluations of the triafetaining up to one-third of its entry positions for applicants
show that among participating patients there has been a 4fbm rural areas. It is a known fact that professionals from a
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rural background tend to practise in the country. This id.aidlaw) last weekend, illustrates the great need within the
additional to the rural health scholarships worth $5 000 eachommunity for a greater opportunity to participate in the arts.
for up to three years to medical, nursing and allied healtth cannot mention all the many people who have contributed
students, conditional on the students practising in the country this event, but South Australian Country Arts Trust officer
upon graduation. Jennifer Bubner of Wudinna benefited fronsue Du Bois of Wudinna and coordinators Jan White and
one of these scholarships while studying social work aNarelle Kurtzer of Minnipa are typical of those who have put
Whyalla University. The excellent work undertaken by Drin countless hours to make this spectacle a success. EPIC was
Talina Vizard of Cleve on an internship program waspart of the very successful work of the Eyre Peninsula Rural
recognised with a grant of $60 000 for its continuation. TheStrategy, and | commend their very hard working and
program has been instrumental in attracting medical studentgsionary committee.
to rural practice upon graduation. Strategy committee member Brenton Ramsey of Wudinna
Mental health has been identified as an area of need. Theitially came up with the idea of inviting Philip Satchell to
issue of suicide continues to be a major concern. The 24 holroadcast from Eyre Peninsula to publicise EPIC. Philip said
mobile crisis service that also provides telephone anthat the broadcast from Graham and Elaine Waters property
telepsychiatry video conferencing support in rural and remotat Wudinna in early October was the best outside broadcast
areas is just one of the Government's initiatives which are &e had ever done. On the Satchell program, Eyre Peninsula
positive response to an identified need to combat suicidBural Strategy chairman Jeff Pearson outlined the uptake of
especially in rural areas. new techniques to improve the sustainability and viability of
The area of child mental health was excellently addresseférming on Eyre Peninsula.
by the Tumby Bay community, where medical professionals, The Eyre Peninsula Regional Strategy Task Force, chaired
the school, hospital and the public combined under théy my colleague in the Upper House the Hon. Caroline
leadership of Dr Graham Fleming to initiate a program whichSchaefer, was set up by the Liberal Government in 1996 to
has been expanded to other schools. increase the standard of living and to promote a more secure
The money coming into the electorate from grants fronfuture for farming businesses concentrating on sustainable
the gaming machine fund has been well received. Constititagriculture. The resulting strategy is an outstanding example
ents do not sit around waiting for a grant to fall into their lapof the Government's encouraging sustainable economic
but use grants on top of their own efforts. The Ceduna Sportdevelopment and self-esteem delivered through self-reliance
Club is an excellent example. The club, under the leadershiand self-confidence. The EPRS has more than succeeded in
of its President John Tonkin and secretary Marcus Knill, iSostering a positive image for the Eyre Peninsula and in
undertaking a $330 000 redevelopment using a $100 00§enerating a feeling of pride in the community.
sports and recreational grant, added to the $100 000 members A series of forums held recently in Wudinna, Ceduna,
have saved over six years and a bank loan. We hear aboGtmmins and Cleve provided opportunity for local communi-
opposition to gaming machines but seldom do we hear thees to receive an update on the progress of the strategy, as
other side of the argument. Active club grants have assistedell as provide feedback and suggestions for the future.
a range of sports, including pony clubs, gymnastics, bowl3hose attending the forums agreed that the strategy had been
and hockey. The Eyre Peninsula has more clubs and grougsiccessful in progressing towards its objectives and that a
than in an equivalent metropolitan population due principallypositive image of the Eyre Peninsula had been projected.
to distance. | continue to lobby for an equitable distributionKeith Freeman of Ceduna, Tas Sundberg of Streaky Bay,
of gaming machine funds taking social factors into accountstrategy chairman Jeff Pearson of Cummins, and PIRSA's
The Eyre Peninsula continues to produce top athletes whiim Cawthorne and Hilton Trigg of Port Lincoln have already
appear in all sorts of sports. Shaun Rehn from Arno Bay isnet to discuss issues raised through the forums. The quick
a star of the Adelaide Crows, as is Nigel Smart whose familyaction is typical of Eyre Peninsula get up and go. Most
roots go back to Wudinna and Cowell. One of the best playerarmers attending the forums had a positive view of the
in the North Melbourne Football Club is Byron Pickett from future, but recognised that it was important to be prepared for
Port Lincoln. These stars look to return something to theithe inevitable bad seasons. An acceleration of change has
communities, as is evidenced by Jenny Borlase fronoccurred through the strategy and it was generally agreed that
Cummins, who has recently conducted clinics in netbalthe momentum of change should be maintained. The point
across the Eyre Peninsula. was made that it is important for farmers to take responsibili-
The $1 million grant from the Centenary of Federationty for their own future through a commitment to ongoing
Fund for the redevelopment of the Port Lincoln Civic Hall astraining and education. Financial management and planning
a regional arts facility caused great excitement. Within avere considered paramount to ongoing viability.
couple of weeks Bill Watkins, Chairman of the Lower Eyre  EPRS is a member of the National Rural Partnership
Peninsula council, announced that the council wouldProgram where its initiative and experience has seen it take
contribute $100 000 to the project. The Port Lincoln artsa leadership role. The first gathering of regional partnership
community, with public support, has about $60 000 toprogram people from around Australia is being held in
contribute. The Port Lincoln City Council has promisedAdelaide this week. Representatives of south-west
$600 000 and the State Government has also supported tirieensland, Atherton Tablelands, Desert Uplands from
concept, with funding expected. A theatre for Port LincolnBarcaldine in central Queensland, West 2000 from central
has been on the agenda for about 50 years, going back to thiew South Wales, Gascoyne-Murchison based in Carnarvon,
time when Colin Thiele was president of the Port LincolnWestern Australia, north-east Victoria, Loddon-Murray,
Players in the late 1940s. It will, indeed, be a cause foSunraysia (Mildura), Riverland and Eyre Peninsula will meet
celebration when it becomes reality. to discuss mutual issues.
The great success of the Eyre Peninsula in Concert (EPIC) It would be remiss of me not to mention the good work
at Minnipa’s Tcharkulda Rocks, attended by about 3 00Mbeing done on Eyre Peninsula and in other regional areas of
people, including the Minister for the Arts (Hon. Diana the State by the regional development boards supported by
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their relevant councils and our Government. Much of the Education and training are essential if people are to be
groundwork for necessary change to occur within countnable to grasp the job opportunities which will help to bring
communities is initiated by the pro-active people to be foundo them the self-reliance, self-confidence and self-esteem
on these committees and within their staff. It is my hope thatnentioned by the Governor.

as a member of the Premier’s South Australian regional The Government's emphasis on information technology
development task force | will be able to help them byis evidence of forward thinking. Already technology is
identifying and providing a strategy to remove constraintdreaking down the tyranny of distance that rural students
that are holding back regional development. experience. | have great pleasure in mentioning that Jason

In promoting economic development the Government ha€ollins of Wudinna Area School was among the top 1 per
put its money where its mouth is by contributing $1.9 million cent of students in Australia in the 1998 Australian Math-
through SARDI, PIRSA, GRDC and the University of ematics Competition. Jason has been invited by Dr Keith
Adelaide to upgrade Minnipa Research Centre’s infrastrucHannan to participate in a workshop of talented students
ture, research personnel and programs. In the 1980s it was tivéthin the Australian Mathematical Olympiad. Today’s
Minnipa Centre that picked up the reason for Halberd wheat'sechnology will enable Jason to accept the invitation and to
better productivity on Eyre Peninsula than later wheat typescorrespond with this group in solving mathematical problems.
Many Eyre Peninsula soils are high in boron and Halberd was | and my staff consistently watch for possible sources of
more boron resistant than newer varieties of wheat. Work ogrant funding to bring to the attention of appropriate people
boron tolerance in cereals is continuing. Currently, well-and bodies. Lock Area School took up the initiative of
known plant breeder, Dr A.J. Rathjen, is researching thapplying for an EDS grant and was successful in gaining
inheritance of boron tolerance in wheat. $2 000 for computer technology.

Minnipa Agricultural Centre Chairperson, Andrew  The opening of the Minya Bunhii Child Care Centre at
Polkinghorne of Lock, launched the Minnipa ResearchCeduna was a milestone for the Aboriginal community.
Foundation at the 1998 Wudinna Agricultural Expo. TheDirector Margo Walker outlined the 20 years of effort that
foundation will give the people of Eyre Peninsula the chancéad gone into setting up child-care and working for the new
to contribute to the work of the centre. If the success irfacilities that were opened by the Federal member for Grey,
fundraising found for sporting facilities, halls and recently theBarry Wakelin, and me in July. The two eldest members of
Marine Science Centre in Port Lincoln is anything to go by the local Aboriginal community, Leon Kent and Pearl Seidel,
once again the self-reliant people of Eyre Peninsula will putut the ribbon to the entrance.
their hands in their own pockets to ensure that they are atthe A new library and administration centre currently under
forefront of progress. construction for the Cowell Area School is expected to be

The Liberal Government’'s commitment to rural andcompleted and ready for occupation at the start of the
regional Australia is strong and practical. | participated in the1999 school year. The project has been funded by the
opening of Ruralink Government service centres at Kimb@epartment of Education, Employment and Training and
and Ceduna, two of six set up initially in the State. TheFranklin Harbor District Council. The upgrade will provide
service centres will be reviewed in two years. This initiativeimproved facilities for the community library and school
of the State Government was a response to the difficultiesdministration.
faced by rural communities in accessing services and A community based board of management has been
information. Each of these service centres is a ‘one stop shofdrmed for Cowell Area School’s aquaculture course. The
where people with a need for information about or access thoard works as an incorporated body, not a subcommittee of
State Government services will be able to get the assistan@e school council. However, the board still reports to the
they require. The service centres operate from the Centrelirdchool council which is represented on the committee.
offices at Ceduna and from the Kimba Learning and Businesgdustry and community members elected to the initial
Centre at Kimba. The South Australian Rural CommunitiesCowell Area School Aquaculture Board of Management were
Office is working with the Government departments toSteven Pope, Richie Baker, Simon Turner, Trenton Hardie,
identify other services that may be delivered from the centreszeorge Tovo and Ron Elleway.

During my time as a member of Parliament | have worked | am proud to be part of the Liberal Government of South
actively for the establishment of wind farms in South Australia that is eliminating the debt while still managing to
Australia to generate electricity. This is one form of alternaulfil its social responsibilities and to be the catalyst for
tive energy that is environmentally friendly and sustainablesustainable economic development. There are many more
Solar power is another such resource, and an enterprisirgamples that | could provide from my own electorate that
group in my electorate has researched and developed a solagicate that we are heading in the right direction to help
distillation unit to supply clean drinking water to those who provide the opportunities for a wonderful future and high
currently do not have access to this at a reasonable cosjuality of life that should be our right and that of our children
Research scientist, Dr John Baxter, is backed by an energeiiga State such as South Australia. | support the motion.
and forward thinking board headed by Judy Longmire, Valda
Glover and Malcolm Hancock. Mr FOLEY (Hart): Irise tonight to speak in response to

Eyre Peninsula people are known for their initiative andthe Governor’'s speech. In my Address in Reply speech
this has again come to the fore with the establishment of tonight, | intend to cover a few areas which are mentioned in
manufacturing business for this desalination unit in the smalhe speech and which | think are important and to canvass a
rural town of Lock. Consumers want water that is safefew issues which are covered in the Auditor-General's
environmentally sound, chemical free, healthy, convenientReport. Hopefully, during the course of my speech tonight a
good tasting and cost effective. The Solar Pure watetheme will become evident.
distillation unit produces water which meets these criteria. | think itis important at the outset to comment on an issue
Initial research on global demand for the machine is alson which | touched briefly during a radio interview this
encouraging. morning, and that is the Governor’s speech. Protocol dictates
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that it is not appropriate for much to be said in the way oflt would appear that, after three years of operation, the
criticism of a speech by the Governor of South Australia, butriticisms of the Auditor-General of but three years ago
I think it is important from my perspective to say this. | have continue to be part of his commentary in this year’s report—
beeninvolved in a number of capacities in the preparation ahat is, that in many cases agencies are not yet able to say
Government speeches. | understand the process withimhat their assumed costs will be, what the final bottom line
Government, and | think it is a little unfortunate that this costs will be and, indeed, what the savings will be.
particular speech, which was presented by the Governor of On top of that, the Auditor-General, as he does with many
South Australia to the Parliament yesterday, was somewhaf the Government's contracts, makes commentary about the
heavy when it came to strident political commentary. degree to which the Government is open in terms of its
The member for Newland may shake her head and go ‘tutaccountability and transparency in relation to these contracts,
tut’, but at the end of the day the Opposition will respect theand expresses his concerns about the process of further
office of the Governor and will not be drawn into overly removing Parliament from the operations of government—
criticising the Governor’s speech. However, | must say thaindeed, of removing government itself from its responsibility
| wish the Premier and his staff had had the same considefer a number of its major functions as it enters into the
ation for the office of Premier because it is not appropriatesignificant outsourcing contracts.
for a speech to be drafted in such a manner that is so overtly The Modbury Hospital contract is also scrutinised by the
political in its message on such a controversial issue. | believauditor-General. It really is a disgraceful contract. | watched
that that is most unfortunate. The speech has been deliveratle very pathetic attempt today by the former Minister for
and we in the Labor Party obviously will accept it, but | Health to try to salvage some credibility over the Modbury
believe it is important that my comments be noted on thedospital contract, but it is just an outright disaster. Perhaps
public record. The Governor’'s speech outlines the Governthe Minister in the Chamber now, if she has as much concern
ment’s political agenda. Mr Acting Speaker, | believe youabout her local community with respect to Modbury Hospital
will find that | am entitled to make reference to my views onas she tends to have about upholding the principles of this

the Governor's speech. | could make more— place, might have had the ability to intervene. This contract
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): | have not has clearly been a drain not just on the taxpayer but on the
made a ruling on anything. community and, in particular, on those good staff who work

Mr FOLEY: | could certainly elgboratg on my VieWS at the hospital. But the Minister’s handling of it, the Govern-
about the Governor’s speech but | will refrain from adoptingment’s handling of it and the department’s handling of it was
that course, if the Government is of the view that it will dealabsolutely appalling. The reference to the contract states:

with this issue carefully. It is a matter for concern that the Government has been placed

The ACTING SPEAKER: Continue. in the position of having to amend a contract in a manner which
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: required it to pay more money to the contractor because the
Mr FOLEY: Sorry; what was that? Government agency concerned had not properly carried out adequate
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: du'e diligence. o . .

Mr FOLEY: No, | am just having— Itis remarkable that a Minister still in Cabinet, who has now
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: been given the responsibility for major Government oper-

Mr FOLEY: Poor old Dorothy! The Governor’s speech ations, could have overseen a contract where the agency
outlines the Government’s legislative agenda, and | wa#volved did not carry out proper due diligence. That is an
somewhat underwhelmed by the content of the Government&psolute disgrace. | wonder what the Minister present in the
reform and legislative agenda. As we look at and readhamber did in Cabinet when Minister Armitage was so
through the speech, there is very little that we on this side dnhcompetently handling the outsourcing of a public hospital
the House find particularly exciting or stimulating, when weWithin her electorate. We may never know, but | am sure that
look at the Government’s legislative agenda for this nexthe Labor Party will not remain silent on that issue at the next
session of Parliament. | know there is some speculation th&ttate election with respect to the north-eastern suburbs of
the period leading into Christmas could be shortened and\delaide, and the member for Florey and the member for
after a cursory look at the par|iamentary agenda for next yea};orrens have already raised those concerns in their communi-
| note that it looks shorter than what would normally be thetles.
case—perhaps that is indicative of the Government's lack of This report vindicates the continual attacks by the
real effort to perform its role in terms of producing quality Opposition on this contract, led well by my colleague the
legislation. Perhaps in some quarters it may, indeed, ju§had0W Minister for Health and member for Elizabeth. As the
outline the relative declining roles of State Governments. Auditor-General says:
will now move on from the Governor’s speech because, as The proposed contract not only ensures that Healthscope receives
| said, there was nothing of great moment in the Governmore money but has the potential should certain events occur to shift
ment's agenda as outlined in that speech—except, of coursg?me of the financial risk back to the Government.
to remind us of the Government’s view in respect of the need his Government has been very critical of former Labor
to sell ETSA. Governments and, as | have said, in most cases deservedly so.

Yesterday was another very important day, with theHowever, having had to sit back over the past four or five
tabling of the Auditor-General's Report. It is a weighty years and watch this absolutely incompetent Government
document containing a number of volumes and, over thenishandle any significant business transaction, | wonder
course of the next few days, we will work through it. where the Government gets its expertise from.

However, there are some important issues that | would like Whether it was the EDS contract, the water contract or the
to briefly touch on. The first is the Government’s record inModbury Hospital contract, there has been a pattern and a
the management of its outsourcing of contracts—in particulatheme, and that is incompetence. As this Government has
the EDS contract, which is special to me in the sense thatrhoved to push out into the private sector major functions or
have been tracking this contract since before it was signe@perations of government, one would have hoped that it
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would get the commercial side of those contracts right. Buterms of the sale of the TAB. Of course, another board
with contract after contract, the one constant has been thegpresentative, Mr Neil Sarah, a well known and highly
this Government has got it wrong. respected proprietor of a building company in Adelaide, also

Another disturbing feature of the Auditor-General's resigned because of this Government and this Minister’s
Report were the numerous references to the managementinEompetence. We were told that many on the board were
the Health Commission. Whilst it is not my portfolio also going to resign but that in the end they did not. If one
responsibility, | will be measured in my comments, except tdooks at the remaining members on the TAB board one gets
say that, as shadow Treasurer, because the Health Commistfair idea why.
sion appropriately receives in excess of a third of the State’s Some of those board members—and | am not critical of
budget, it is of concern to me to note that in many areas of itthis—obviously had allegiances to the Government of the
functions there are a number of serious issues that go to thiay. People such as Vicki Chapman realised, particularly in
fundamental core of its management and administration. | athe run up to a Federal election, that a mass resignation from
referring not just to Modbury Hospital but also to healththe board would not have served the Liberal Party well. The
standards, to foreign currency transactions involving theoint of the matter is that this Minister has so little to do these
purchase of equipment, where over $700 000 was lost, arghys in his portfolio responsibilities one would have thought
its non-compliance with the year 2000 millennium bug.  that something as basic as administering a scoping study for

Given that it is the largest bureaucracy within the Statghe sale of the TAB would not have been an overly taxing
Government, that is a concern for all of us and the alarm bellgask. But for the Chairman of that organisation, somebody as
should be ringing within the Government. | know that theyhighly respected and well connected both within politics and
are ringing for my colleague the member for Elizabeth. Wepusiness in this State to feel so frustrated with this incompe-
will continue to pursue the Health Commission and we hopeent Government that he had to resign, along with Neil Sarah,
that some of these quite serious issues are addressed in Bi®uld yet again ring alarm bells about the way in which this
forthcoming year. Government administers its general management of Govern-

I made a brief contribution yesterday afternoon about thenent trading enterprises.
appointment of a Minister to handle the year 2000 millen-  This Government, now in its fifth year, is showing all the
nium bug. | note that, according to the Auditor-General'ssigns of a Government in rapid decay. Unfortunately for the
Report, seven agencies are not yet ready to put in plaggxpayers of this State, barring any unforeseen changes, they
adequate controls. My first reading of the report indicates thagjll have to endure this incompetent Government for another
those agencies will not be in a position until June 1999 tahree years. Fortunately for the people of South Australia,
prepare themselves to address the issues involving thgey will have an opportunity in three years to dispense with
year 2000 bug. | would have thought that June 1999 is a littignjs Government if, of course, there is anything left to govern
late for that. o ~ when this mob is finished.

I refer again to the Minister for Government Enterprises. | refer to the Federal election outcome and, in particular,
We watched with much amusement today at the Ministershe GST, The Howard Government has an election result
inability to answer any questions about the EDS contract. Th@ich has seen it returned to government. Clearly, the Labor
Minister was all at sea when he tried to answer my questiopaty won 52 per cent of the vote. | remember quite well the
about the EDS contract by talking about Modbury Hospitalyy 6 ‘and cry of the Liberals opposite, particularly from the
When the Minister realised that that was almost as bad as thg,,; premier, about the fact that the Liberals had won 52 per
EDS contract he mumbled a few words, sat down and thegent of the vote in 1989, and their arguments that the then
said that he was not the Minister responsible. That is not baq,;nor Government did not have a mandate. It is funny how
given he actually is the Minister responsible. The Minister'sihings change. Plenty has been said about the injustice and
answer to the second question | put to him was equally,eqyities of a GST and about how those of us in politics,
appallingly answered. It should send a shudder down the,c)ding the Premier and the Minister opposite, can receive

spine of any of us in this place who have any concerns at al] 100 plus tax cut when, according to Treasury forecasts,
about where the EDS contractis going, when the most senigjansioners in our electorates with no other sources of income
Cabinet Minister responsible for information technologymight be $2 better off, if they are lucky. | defy anyone to tell
simply does not have aclue. , me that that is not an injustice, except, of course, the Liberals,
Minister Armitage is not travelling that well. This relates \hq seem to like the idea of rewarding the rich and making
not just to the Modbury contract or to EDS or to his gettingihe poor and those in difficult circumstances in our
his nose out of joint because the Premier would not let himyommunity suffer even more. The Minister smirks. Well she

sell ETSA—and | think for once John Olsen got that o€y she gets a $100 a week tax cut while someone in her
right, in terms of the Minister’s ability to handle such a g|actorate on a pension gets a $2—

complex task—Dbut also to the issue of the TAB board. | know The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: On a point of order, the honour-

my (;olle_ague the member for Lee, the shadow Ministerfo%ble member has just suggested that | smirked. This is
Racing, is monitoring this one very closely; but | must pas ncorrect

comment on the resignation of Phillip Pledge, Chairman o . . .

the TAB. He is a highly respected, well known business The ACT"\_IG SPEAK_ER' There is no point of order.

person in Adelaide and someone many within this Govern-  Mr FOLEY: The Minister smirked at my comments, and

ment know well. In my dealings with Phillip Pledge | found she takes offencg at that. | know that she_ is a bit sensitive. |

him to be a very competent administrator with obviousW!” geton to her incompetence shortly. | just want to finish

ability. He did preside over a significant period of growth in With Minister Armitage and John Howard.

terms of the turnover of the TAB. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Do you know how to spell your
Mr Pledge resigned because he was totally frustrated witBWn?

this Government's handling of the TAB scoping study and Mr FOLEY: No, there are too many syllables for me.

its preparation for a position, should one be arrived at, in Members interjecting:
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart be in place, because it is easy for a Commonwealth Govern-
will continue his speech and not react to interjections. ment to ensure that that remains. However, it will be difficult

Mr FOLEY: The GST, as | said, is a massive injustice toand almost impossible to ensure that we as a small State do
ordinary working Australians—to people on fixed incomes.not get ripped off by the larger States when we start to work
But, as | said, the Liberals like to reward the rich and makeout the various State taxation and stamp duties that will be
the poor suffer more. eliminated. Those Treasurers in New South Wales and

Members interjecting: Victoria will say, ‘Look, | will cop horizontal fiscal equalisa-

Mr FOLEY: Butitis true, John, itis true. Why do you, tion; | will cop the fact that we have to subsidise the smaller
John, want $100 a week more when a pensioner at Maitlan8tates for the cost of providing services in those smaller
in your electorate will get only $2? Do you think that is fair? States’. But | will not cop giving the New South Wales or

Mr Meier: | will have to get the figures and correct you. Victorian Treasurer more money to compensate for the fact

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for that they have had a higher stamp duty or taxation regime

Goyder is out of order. than we have.
Mr FOLEY: Do you really think that is fair, John? That is where the issue will become very difficult. | am
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart convinced that at the end of the day the smaller States, unless
will address the Chair. they receive some sort of compensation from the Common-
Members interjecting: wealth, will be at a real and severe risk of being dudded by
Mr FOLEY: |thought the Speaker asked you for advice,a GST. It might be only $30 million or $40 million but, at the
Geof: it does not normally go the other way. end of the day, we will be worse off. For a State Premier and
An honourable member: Don't belittle the Parliament. a State Cabinet to have endorsed John Howard so blindly
Mr FOLEY: Sorry? Don't belittle Parliament? shows not only that they are incompetent as a Government
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Exactly. but also that they are prepared to risk this State’s funding
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The House willcome base in terms of Commonwealth-State financial relations
to order. simply to see their Federal colleagues re-elected into
Mr FOLEY: | just like to see a bit of fairness when it Canberra. | suspect that, come the next State election, they
comes to the administration of the Parliament. will probably wish that they had not done so. The Minister
Mr Meier: You are trying to denigrate Parliament. Stopin the Chamber might scrape back in her seat, but many of
it. her colleagues will not.
Mr FOLEY: John, you're a bit sensitive. Then again, | | understand that the Premier flies to Canberra in

suppose that if | were a Liberal and receiving a $100 a weeklovember to sit down with the Premiers of other States. Let
tax cut and a poor old pensioner only got $2, and if | wereus just see what comes out of that; let us see what happens

greedy, | would accept that. What concerns me— over the course of the next six months; let us see what occurs
Mr Meier: With your intelligence you don't deserve to when the smaller States have to do a deal to withstand the

be in this House because you don’t— enormous political pressure that will be applied to them by
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Victoria, New South Wales and, to a lesser extent,

Goyder is out of order. Queensland. | think members will then find that our State will
Mr FOLEY: Poor old John: he’s been here for 20 yearsbe under serious pressure.

and he can'’t get past the second row. Never mind. | promised the Minister for the Environment that | would
The ACTING SPEAKER: | suggest that the member for also comment on her handling of her portfolio. As yet, | have

Hart address the Chair. not been able to find reference to any significance errors in
Members interjecting: her area, but | have not yet got to that volume. But, in relation
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to water policy, my colleague the shadow Minister has moved

to order! a motion—which, hopefully, will be supported by the

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir, for protecting me from the member for MacKillop—to conduct a select committee
rabble on your side. The GST as it affects the States igsquiry into the funding, operations and issues involving the
something that presents me with some concerns. The realityater catchment boards. I think it would be fair to say that
is that the Howard GST proposal was warmly embraced byater policy in this State is of major concern. Whenever |
the current Premier (John Olsen) because he had to; he hpitk up a copy of theBorder Watchor the South Eastern
little choice. But we have noticed from comments since thafimes | always see the member for MacKillop having a crack
the Premier is starting to back away a little, and that he ist the Minister for the Environment; he is always critical of
now saying that he wants to be certain that our State will notvater policy as it relates to the South-East.
be worse off. Itis a little late for Premier Olsen to be getting  We therefore look forward to the member for MacKillop
concerned about what John Howard’s GST may or may natupporting the Opposition’s motion for a select committee—
do as it affects the States. and | have no doubt that the member for Chaffey will support

I recall a speech given just before the election campaigthe Opposition. We will be keen to get to the bottom of what
by an arch conservative, someone with whom | thought Is clearly sloppy administration and, in conjunction with the
would never have anything in common in terms of economidndependent members, sort through this issue. Having just
or any policy, namely, John Stone. The former National Partyoured the South-East on a parliamentary visit, | believe that
senator quite rightly said that if the small States sign up fowater policy in the South-East, particularly the upper and
the GST package they are mugs, in his terms, because th@ddle South-East, is a major topic. Whether the Minister for
smaller States can only lose under the proposals put forwattie Environment can survive the final conclusion of that
by the Howard Government. select committee, we will have to wait and see.

It is not just a question of the maintenance of horizontal Overall, it is a disappointing legislative and reform agenda
fiscal equalisation—not that | expect members opposite tthat the Government has put forward. It offers no vision for
have a clue what that means, although some will. That wilthe State and it is an ideology that we in the Labor Party
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reject. | can only hope that this time next year members willComaum-Caroline, the Naracoorte Ranges, the Tatiara and
see a more imaginative, a more well-planned, a mor¢he Padthaway proclaimed wells areas. Those areas have been
considered and a more strategic approach to resolve the mapsoclaimed since the 1980s, and virtually all the water has
complex social and economic problems that confront thislready been allocated. | will return to those areas later,
State and not just a continual running up the flagpole obecause there are some associated problems.

Liberal Party pOliCies and idEO|OgieS which have so pOOfly In the Lacepede_Kongorong area what we call a permis_
failed this State over the past five years and which willsible annual volume (PAV) has been established, which is
clearly, continue to fail the State over the years ahead.  \wyhatwe believe to be the sustainable yield of an aquifer. The
The reality is that this Government is a bad Governmentpay is calculated on the basis of the amount of annual
itis an incompetent Government; it is a Government whichainfall that escapes into the ground beyond the root zone of
is torn apart by internal division; it is a Government in which the plants. So, it is that rainfall which is not used on an annual
the ministry has been expanded to 15 to keep the factionsasis by the plants growing on an area, which escapes that
happy; and it is a Government in which even the most longoot zone and which percolates down through the soil profiles
serving and capable members are not able to participatgnd into the aquifer. The PAV varies across the area, as does
because it cannot find room for them as it needs to ensure th@de rainfall. It is higher in the south and lower in the north,
disloyal members to the current Premier are rewarded. | fingnd also the evapo-transpiration is greater in the north where

this Liberal Party quite extraordinary: it seems to me that thehe weather is warmer, so in the time available less of the
more disloyal you are to a Leader, the more chance you havgater escapes the root zone of the plants.

of promotion. _ _ _ The policy makers have considered each hundred in the
The more you seek to undermine somebody in the Liberal a5 separately and have worked out a permissible annual

Party, the more you are guaranteed a promotion. The mokg,| me for each. Right across the area, that represents an
you show loyalty to your Leader, help your Leader and,mqynt of water which would be available for irrigation and
befriend your Leader, the more you go to the back of the bugyhich would irrigate about 20 per cent, give or take a little,
There is something in that, and the Liberal Party best have g he total region. In some areas it s in excess of 20 per cent
close look at how it rewards treachery and division within itSg 4 in others it is down to only about 10 per cent. So, if you

own Party because, if it continues to reward those who arganted to irrigate an area in any particular hundred to the
disloyal, it will need a Cabinet of 30 and not 15 members. g siainable yield of the aquifer, that percentage represents the

. L amount of the land area you could water. It gets more
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Itis with a great deal of : : :
both pride and pleasure that | support the motion. | Wacompllcated, and | might have an opportunity to expound on

pleased to hear the Governor in his speech refer to the critic?'slrlmt further. . .
Several years ago the Government decided that it wanted

housing shortage that is impacting upon the ability of people , .
to move into the northern and central parts of my electoratt? develc')1p an allocation policy forlthe Lacipede-ﬁongﬂmﬂg
to take up job vacancies. It is a critical problem in my@aréa. The Government was also working through the

electorate. It is a good news and a bad news story: the godtfvelopment of the Water Resources Act 1997. | will quote
one part of that Act which illustrates what has happened to

news is that there is significant potential for further employ- ) ;
ment in that area, but it is being stifled by the problem thafhe ownersh|p .Of water in the South-East through Govern-
ent intervention. Principally, people in the South-East,

families and potential empl have i i hef8
ST\I: 23 ?hari(t)heer;lgaﬁr?;kzyjssthc?s\/: jg}bsse.curlng Somew ewhen they bought land, believed that they were also buying

I will devote the rest of my contribution to an issue thattme to the water beneath the land, and that has been reflected

is of importance to me personally, to my electorate and, if! {he Prices paid for land in the South-East for many years.
fact, to most of the people in the South-East, that is, wate ,quote selectively from section 7(4)(a) of the Water Re-

water policy and water allocation. | will give an overview and SOUr¢es Act as follows:

a considerable amount of background on this issue, because Subject to subsection (5), a person must not take water from a
thas been angoingforseveral years, and we are no loser (REOUSE Ale el sintmsabedlindesuoud

resolving it now than when we .started several years ago. .I take water from the watercourse or lake or from the same

f[he South-East, we have arelative abund_ance of water, whighderground aquifer. . .

is stored under the surface of the land in a large I|mestonsF . .

geological formation of two parts. Even though the layers of| hat little statement basically tells us what the common law

limestone are pervious to water, within them is an imperviou ights used to be before we had water Acts in South Australia,

layer of clay that separates the aquifers into two. The lowend those rights have indeed been taken away by this and

aquifer is known as the confined aquifer as it is confiner%e"ious Acts. Those are the rights that the land holders in the
t

under the impervious layer and the aquifer above is knowrpPuth-East believed they had. But, by prescribing the water,
as the surface or unconfined aquifer. ose rights have been taken away. .

The depth of the impervious layer varies greatly. In some In the process of developing a policy in this area and in the
areas, itis only 10 to 20 metres from the surface, whereas ifrocess of developing the Act, the previous Minister, David
other areas it could be as much as 400 metres or 500 metrétton, did a lot of work in the South-East in trying to come
from the surface. This variation across the region presents &P With a workable policy which would be acceptable to the
least one problem for policy making as there are differenPeople in the region. He told this House on 5 February 1997:
ways of getting water out of the various aquifers and different The management of the South-East's water resources is
associated costs. Most of the problems in policy making havextremely important, not only for the people of the South-East but
involved the unconfined or upper aquifer, and | will addresdlso for the State. There appear to be two main areas of concern:

. : : ... fears that allocation policies in the South-East will lead to
my remarks in that regard. | will also refer to what is known lienation of the available water from the majority of land- holders,

as _the Lacepede-Kongorong proclaimed wells area, althougyncentrating it in the hands of a few and encouraging the formation
| will touch on some of the other areas. Those other areas ard a ‘monocrop’ economy in the region.
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How prophetic! On 18 February of the same year he wrote tthis, they realised what was going on. They realised that all
all land-holders in the South-East, including a copy of thathe water would be taken up, and that the water was an
speech and a couple of other papers. One of the papers imtegral part of their asset. | omitted to say at the beginning
sent out to all the land-holders in the South-East had thef this speech that | do have an interest in this issue. | am a
following to say about the allocation of underground watedandowner, farmer and irrigator in the South-East, so | do
in the South-East (and he was talking about meetings that hdhve an interest in this and | apologise to the House for not
been held in the South-East to discuss the policies): expressing that interest earlier. However, this horse race was

What was suggested at the recent public meetings was a form Sfarted in the South-East.
allocation policy for proclaimed areas that would see all land owners  We all know that one of the few things farmers have these
receive an allocation, regardless of present or intended use. T ys is an asset. They are all asset rich and income poor
allocation received would be a part of the total water available an ’ : - . . '
would reflect the amount of land owned. There were lots ofv/hat we have done by this policy is set in train a way of
variations on how such an allocation policy should work, but thislipping out part of that asset from those farmers or land-
was the basic thrust of the suggestion. owners in the South-East. This Government has had no
That was 18 February. By the end of May, the Minister hagcmpunction about that whatsoever, and it is an amazing
released a policy—a policy which | will call ‘Policy Mark situation that the South-East was indeed the heart of the
I'—which basically did what he described in those state-constituency of this Government.
ments: it took all the water available in the South-East for the = Since that time, every time an argument has been put to
purpose of agriculture and horticulture use, firstly allocatingry to revert to the earlier policy, we have been told we cannot
enough to those people who had already been irrigating s@0 backwards because of COAG—the Council of Australian
that they could continue irrigating at that same rate. So, iGovernments.
recognised the historic use of the water. The policy then A huge number of COAG documents say many things
stated that the rest of the water would be allocated on a prabout separating water entitlements from land titles, etc. The
rata basis. So, if a farmer had a certain number of acres iNn@OAG documents were basically written for the river
certain hundred, and in that hundred there was enough watgystems and the city water supplies. They were not written
to irrigate 15 per cent of the total area of that hundred, thaat all for the situation in the South-East, and this was
farmer would be able to get a water licence to irrigate up ta@onfirmed only last Monday—and | will come to that in a
15 per cent of his farm. The policy was fairly simple andmoment. Before | get to that, | will quote from a letter from
straight forward, and it was very acceptable to nearlySenator Grant Chapman, written to one of the people in the
everybody in the South-East. South-East, in which he says:

All the problems started in the middle of June last year, as | previously indicated, I raised this matter with the Prime
when the then member (Hon. Dale Baker) was contacted bylinister and subsequently with the Minister for Primary Industries
two of his constituents, one a dairy farmer, the other avho, inrelation to these issues you raised, provided a response which
vigneron. Those two constituents said, ‘We are in the proceéé"’ant to consider in the light of the State Government’s continuing

- . . negotiations with interested parties. At the outset let me say the
of some developments, and this policy will have SOME:-GAG policy to which you refer has not caused the problems which

restriction on the amount of water we can get for nothing.” lyou have highlighted. COAG policy simply identifies the principles
emphasise the word ‘nothing’. They said, ‘We really needand objectives of improved water management—not the means of
more water than we will get under that policy for our achieving it. Implementation is a State responsibility; COAG does

- - ot prescribe the means of achieving the objectives—that prescrip-
development, and we will spend some money in SOUt}ﬂon remains in the hands of the State Government. In other words,

Australia.’ the solutions being implemented by the State Government are not a
The honourable member then came back to Adelaide argbecific consequence of COAG policy.

said he would solve the problem, and indeed he did. He was;oy|d also quote other jurisdictions which do not have this
sqlgly respons|b|e for changmg from the pg||cy that the therbroblem with COAG. | have documentation here from the
Minister had invoked to the policy under which we have beerpstonville Plateau in northern New South Wales, concerning

suffering ever since. The policy that we have now is ongyhich one part of the policy released last year states:
where 60 per cent of the resource is allocated on what we call

demand, so any landowner can go into the office in Mount,
Gambier, pay an application fee of about $120 and be
allocated any amount of water he wants; so he could irrigat&hat is proof that you can indeed have associated water
his whole farm. entittements with property rights and COAG does not

That policy is in place until 60 per cent of the total Preclude that.
resource has been allocated. After that, a trigger is set, and Last Monday, 19 October, | went to a South Australian
the next 30 per cent is allocated on a pro rata basis. Withodtarmers Federation irrigation seminar held at Coonawarrain
going into the definition of ‘pro rata’ used there, | can assurghe South-East, in the heart of my district. Richard Evans,
all members that it does mean at the end of the day that marigom the consulting firm Sinclair Knight Merz, gave a paper
farmers will be left with no water at all because it has beeron COAG at that seminar and told us that he was the author
allocated in the first 60 per cent. The last 10 per cent was lefif many of the COAG water documents. He said, ‘We almost
for contingencies. That is what the previous member fofinished the COAG discussions on water policy and some-
MacKillop did in June last year. | talked to him in August body said, "What about ground water?" ‘Oh, ground water!’
about this subject. He told me he was responsible for it, antle said, ‘So, we wrote a few things about ground water. He
he told me that he did that solely to try to promote invest-went through many principles of the COAG papers and said
ment. | will come back to the promotion of investment in athat every one of them has an out. They are the broad
little while. principles, as Senator Grant Chapman said in his letter.

What he did was create what has become known in the Indeed, the 1994 COAG communique, the report of the
South-East as ‘the horse race’. As soon as everybody samorking group on water resources policy, on page 21 states:

As volumetric entitlements are related to property and plantation
es, arecord of these areas is necessary.
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... management arrangements relating to ground water bihey certainly do not need that additional water in perpetuity,
considered by the Agricultural and Resource Management Coundjlet that is how we would hand it to them. This is an interest-
of Australia and New Zealand. ing situation. Once growers get up to speed with world’s best
That council goes on and establishes the policies regardingractice, what will they do with their excess water allocation?
ground water. It says, among other things: They will sell it at a huge windfall profit back to the people

With respect to the initialisation of property rights, a community from whom it was taken in the first place. That is very
and stakeholder partnership in the planning process is essential ifateresting.
ensure local issues are incorporated into resource allocation and | now turn to the potato industry, which is supposed to be
management rules. . . . . .

] _a sunrise industry in the South-East. It is an important
I repeat ‘local issues are incorporated into resource allocatiopdustry in my electorate but many people would not realise
and management rules.’ The only person in South Australighat the potato industry relies on rotational farming. Potato
who believes the propaganda about COAG is the Ministefarmers can plant a potato crop on the one spot every five or
and her staff. There are many other examples | could quotgix years in order to break the cycle of crop disease. Again,
to the House to illustrate that point. potato farmers do not need water every year in the same

We can safely, for all practical purposes in the South-Easpaddock. Under aro rata water allocation system there is
ignore the COAG documents. We can safely adopt policiegnough water to plant potatoes as well. Potatoes are also
based on strong moral principles and study the situation angrown under centre pivots, a round irrigator, which irrigates
listen to the wishes of those people on the ground. What angund sections of land. Most land in the South-East is
those wishes? David Wotton knew what they were way backubdivided into square paddocks and corners do not get
in February 1997. | knew in mid-1997 from the public watered. As much as potato farmers might claim the need for
meetings | called in response to the change of policy. | woulgyater, they do not need as much water as they claim. They

have thought, after the 11 October election last year, thaflaim that water because they know it will be worth a lot of
everybody in South Australia would know what the peoplemoney in future years.

of the South-East wanted. This is a clear case of democracy The same thing applies to the dairy industry. Dairy

not in action. | can tell the House that lan McLachlanfarmers in the South-East today use a large percentage of
supported the first policy—mark I—and indeed spoke to thevater to irrigate a larger percentage of their farm but, again,
Premier about it. Anybody in the House who has beenn |srael | saw the world’s best practice and dairy farmers
following this issue would know that Angus Redford, the there told our group that they were specialists at running dairy
Liberal Party spokesman for the South-East, supports polic¥ows and milking and they could not afford to grow grass in
mark I. the paddocks and have the cows walk out and eat it. They

Anyone who is a keen reader, as obviously is the membemported their food from the United States. They brought the
for Hart, of theNaracoorte Heraldwould know that Patrick  feed for the cows half way across the world, yet dairy farmers
Secker, the new member for Barker, supports my stand oi the South-East said to this Government, ‘We need the
this matter. Everybody, apart from the Minister responsibleyvater from under our neighbours’ farms,” and they were
for this issue, understands what the people in the SOUth-EagR/en it. What will they do when they get up to world’s best
want. practice? They will turn around and want to sell it back to

What is happening in the South-East? We are handing otiheir neighbour. This is an amazing situation.
assets at no charge to a small proportion of the population. Do we really want to hand to a select few in perpetuity an
We are handing them out in perpetuity. There are somasset while knowing that, at the end of the day, those
people in the South-East who support the current policy, anthdustries will suffer no adverse effects under an equitable
| will explain why they do support it. They support the policy and moral allocation system? Do we wish to ensure that these
because they are interested in development and this relatesgeople will make huge windfall profits at the expense of their
three industries. | question the Government'’s supporting thigeighbours? | think not. Indeed, if the Minister in fact read
policy because | do not think the Government should ever band understood the COAG documents, she might come across
trying to pick winners, particularly in the circumstances weexcerpts such as:
have in the South-East, because we all know that the The need for a requirement for right holders to beneficially use
economics of primary industries varies up and down cyclicalentitlements diminishes in proportion to the exclusivity of those
ly by great degrees over time. entitlements.

First, let me talk about the wine grape industry, becausén other words, the very aim of the policies COAG is
the viticulture industry has expanded and spent millions if noexpounding—uwhich are trying to achieve the most economic
hundreds of millions of dollars in recent years in the Southuse—by COAG’s own admission is destroyed by that system
East. However, the wine grape industry uses very little watenf exclusivity, because once you give someone a right to that
Growers in most parts of the South-East if giveprarata  asset in perpetuity they can then not use it. They can then set
allocation, which is in the policy mark 1. On average, theyup false water markets and they can then speculate, and this
would be able to water about 60 per cent of their property tdgs already happening in the South-East in the Naracoorte
grape vines. Ranges, the Tatiara, the Padthaway and the Comaum/

Recently | had the opportunity to visit Israel to look at Caroline. In most areas where the water has been proclaimed
what it is doing with micro irrigation and irrigation systems for some years, 100 per cent of the water is allocated.
and it also came out in the Coonawarra forum last week that Even though 100 per cent of the asset in the Naracoorte
today’s technology in the wine industry is such that we ardRanges has been allocated only 54 per cent of it is actually
still using twice as much water as the grape vines need tbeing used, yet farmers are paying thousands of dollars per
produce both quality and quantity of product. The lateshectare to buy a water right. Farmers in that area are making
research shows that we are still using twice as much watelundreds of thousands of dollars of profit from an asset
At the moment the industry needs a little more water thawhich they were given but which they do not want to use: all
growers would get under pro rata allocation system, but they want to do is sell it. That is halting development in the
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South-East. Recently one family from the northern part of my We have had an independent report from Messrs Cox and
electorate came to me and advised that an investor wantedBaxter, and one must ask why they rely heavily on COAG.
spend $20 million on their farm. The water was worth aboutOne must ask why that is so.

$3 000 on irrigation equivalent when they were first After stating that a greenfield situation would be easy—for
approached. example, ‘You just have g@ro rata allocation.” However,

Over a period of about six months of negotiation the valudhey walked away from it. _
of that water they would have had to purchase, from a ©One mustask why on pages 29-30, when comparing the
neighbour to whom it was given, increased to $5 000 afconomic, social and environmental impacts of all suggested
irrigation equivalent. The investor said, ‘Well, we need theoptions, thepro rataallocation, W|th full training, comes out
water. They now find that they cannot even buy it. Why©n top, yet they walk away from it. Why?
can'tthey buy it? Because the speculator sitting on it said, ‘I The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! The
its value has risen by $2 000 in irrigation equivalent in thehonourable member’s time has expired.

past three months, we will see how much it goes up in the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,

next six months.’ . , . N
H hould this i b ved? We should _ Children’s Services and Training): | move:
ow should this issue be resolved? We should recognise That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be

from where the resource comes. It comes from the action Qfyiended beyond 10 p.m.
every landowner in the South-East because his land contri-
butes to the water which percolates down past the root zone

on his land into the aquifer. Mr HANNA (Mitchell): In reply to the Governor, today
We should recognise that pumping from a well is not thel will give two examples of how residents can work together
only way of using the resource. Every time you plant a treeas a community to achieve common goals. Both issues are
in the South-East you are virtually putting a pump in theespecially important to residents living in the southern part
ground. The Federal Government’s Forestry 20-20 Visiorof my electorate. First, | refer to Glenthorne Farm, a large
program is asking Australia to increase its forest plantationarea of open space which local residents overwhelmingly
threefold and the South-East is one of the best places to dgish to see remain free of housing. | will also comment on
that in Australia. Forestry is the most important industry tothe issues and needs of youth in the suburb of Trott Park and
the South-East and we could be stifling it. We shouldsurrounding suburbs.
recognise the immorality of taking one person’s asset forcibly | was very pleased to hear the Premier’s recent announce-
and giving it to another. Section 101 of the Water Resourcesment, made jointly with the Federal Environment Minister,
Act 1997 provides: that the State Government would purchase Glenthorne Farm
A water allocation plan must, in providing for the allocation of at O’Halloran Hill a,nd that the land would not be used for
water, take into account the present and future needs of the occupidt®using. The Premier has not yet announced what the land
of land in relation to the existing requirements and future capacitwvill be used for, but he has hinted that it may be the site of
of the land and the likely effect of those provisions on the value ofyn educational and research viticultural facility.
the land. The Premier’s announcement was long over due. Labor
Does this policy open future Governments and taxpayers dfeader Mike Rann, at the last State election, assured the
South Australia to litigation by farmers wondering what electorate that Glenthorne would be free of housing under
happened to the value of their land? If | had time | wouldLabor Party policy, and the Federal Labor Leader, Kim
guote from letters | have received from the Valuer- General'$€eazley, committed a Beazley Labor Government to retaining
Department about what happens to the value of a farmer&lenthorne as open space. David Cox (now the Federal
land when a water licence is revoked. All the availablemember for Kingston) campaigned hard to save Glenthorne,
resource to be used for agriculture and horticulture productioas did the outgoing Federal MP Susan Jeanes. Credit must go
in the South-East should be allocated opra rata basis. to the many residents of Trott Park, Sheidow Park and
Every piece of land should be allocated an amount of wate®'Halloran Hill for their immense efforts in working together
commensurate to the amount of water that it contributes to th® achieve a common goal.
aquifer. Through the Sheidow Park and Trott Park Residents’

There should then be a water bank so that that water Ca@,ssociation, a communit_y organisation, Iocal_ residents
be distributed amongst those who want to use it by those wh%”sﬁ“ed that _rlnosé C.’f tShteltr eIet(:jtelg (;eprtla%entlgtlves ton the
do not want to use it, but the asset stays with the land. Thig/larlorjttczutnc:( and in Gl a (tehan eaeral Far |acr:nen were
problem has not been solved for two years because there §§MMitted to keeping Glenthorne open space. Community
a lack of will, and that begs the question: why? There is jusfcPresentatives attended meetings of the City of Marion
a lack of will. The South-East now has a water catchmen oy_nql s Glenthome Steering Committee. They met with
management board which was established by the Minist oliticians and CSIRO representatives and spoke with other
after a couple of backflips and several fiascos earlier thi cal residents to ensure that the interests of as many locals

ear. The advertisement seeking nominations for that boa s POSsible were fully represented. The Sheidow Park and
)s/tateS' 9 r?fott Park Residents’ Association collected the signatures of

over 2 000 local residents on a petition as part of their ‘Keep
Before nominating a person for board membership the MinisteGlenthorne Green’ campaign. | was happy to help with that.
must seek and have regard to the advice of the independent Water ¢ campaign to save Glenthorne was made much more
Resources Council. difficult by the fact that the consultants hired by the CSIRO
I can tell the House that | am informed that the Minister didwere clearly briefed to promote housing development on the
not do that: the Minister nominated people to that board fosite. The consultants’ report identified a series of potential
reasons other than being so advised by the Water Resouragstions for the sale of the land, all of which included a
Council and one would ask, why? substantial amount of land being used for housing. Even after

Motion carried.
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the proposal to establish a national viticultural research centtegether, and | will help wherever | can to see these goals
at Glenthorne was made public in May this year—a proposalealised in my electorate.
that would maintain a degree of open space while providing
benefits for the South Australian wine industry—there were The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):1 welcome this oppor-
still some calls for housing to be developed. Local resident8unity to respond in the Address in Reply to the Governor’s
were forced to keep lobbying politicians and others involvedspeech. At the outset, | pay tribute to the work that is being
in the decision right up until the Premier’s announcement thadone by our Governor, Sir Eric Neal, and Lady Neal. South
the State Government would purchase the site. Australia has been well served in recent years by its Gover-
Local residents were grateful for the Premier's ‘nonors. We only have to think of Dame Roma Mitchell, who
housing’ commitment, but they know the campaign to keepvas exceptional. | believe that each Governor brings a
Glenthorne green is not over yet. The Premier must nowlifferent style to the position, and | am delighted with the
publicly release the plans he has for Glenthorne. To assigtay in which Sir Eric Neal carries out his duties. He is
him, tomorrow | will formally propose that the Environment, approachable and dignified and a credit to the position.
Resources and Development Committee formally investigate One other aspect relevant to Sir Eric Neal is that he
options for the site in light of the Premier's commitment. attended Thebarton Technical High School. Not many people
Another issue of great concern to the southern residentsay realise that. | attended Goodwood Technical High
of my electorate is the lack of appropriate support for ourSchool. | am not trying to get a spin-off bonus, but | think
young people. Trott Park and Sheidow Park developethat highlights once again the value of technical high schools
rapidly in the 1980s at a time when public spending clamp®f years ago. Obviously, Sir Eric Neal attended much earlier
prevented community infrastructure from ever catching ughan |, but it shows that many people of note—and | do not
with the growth in population. These suburbs currently haveount myself among them—have emerged from technical
a very high proportion of families with school-age children. high schools.
Two months ago a forum was held at the Trott Park neigh- Once again, | would like to thank the electors of Fisher for
bourhood centre to address youth issues. | am grateful to ttibeir ongoing support. Itis a privilege to represent the people
Marion council and the Hallett Cove youth project for in my electorate, but if the Boundaries Commission has its
organising it. way—uwhich I suspect it will given thatit is usually reluctant
The forum included local young people, parents, busines® modify its first proposal—I will lose from my electorate
people, youth workers and the senior police officer from thealmost 5 000 people with whom | have worked closely for
Sturt Police Station. All up, there must have been abounine years. That is a cause of great sadness for me because,
100 people there. Young people aged from seven to 1@s members know, you become attached to your constituents
identified a number of issues of concern. The lack of loca(not physically but in other ways) and you deal closely with
facilities and the lack of public transport to other facilities schools and other organisations. | understand the rationale
inevitably leads to boredom amongst local young peoplebehind the changes to the boundaries, but there is a cost, and
which explains why groups of young people congregate irthat cost is the fact that we lose an ongoing connection with
public places such as the Heysen Drive shops and the Hallgteople with whom we have worked.

Cove mall. Many residents feel uncomfortable about this. | would like to address a range of issues. One of the
We need more youth-specific facilities such as a youttprivileges of not being a Minister is that during the parlia-
centre or a similar venue where young people can congregateentary recess you are able to travel. | did not go overseas,
safely and play pool or listen to music, preferably under theso members need not rush to organise postcards for me in the

supervision of a youth worker. There is one thing for sure: ifnext election, but | did go to the Northern Territory.
young people are not given the opportunity to engage in | was very impressed with the activity taking place in
sociable and constructive activities, some of them will findDarwin. | had an opportunity to look at the east arm port that
other things to do which may be less acceptable to the being developed there—that is the port that will link with
community. Local youth called for greater acceptance anthe Alice Springs to Darwin railway, which | trust will be
respect within the community. These young people felbuiltin the very near future. | believe that that linkage to the
excluded from the community at large. They felt ignored.east arm port and, hence, into Asia will provide enormous
Open and clear communication between youth and thbenefits not only for South Australia but also for Victoria and
council and other levels of government is clearly an issue.the Northern Territory. So, | am keen to see that project

The solutions proposed by the forum all tended to involveinalised. And | am pleased that the issue with respect to the
greater community involvement in youth issues and greatdrand Council—which had some opposition to the railway,
youth involvement in community issues. The young peoplédecause it was debating the royalties and the use of its land—
at the forum realised that, in order for the council or othethas now been resolved.
local organisations to help them to meet their needs, young | would like to touch on one issue which is very important
people or their families might have to meet some of the costand one which has always been dear to my heart, and that is
of the facilities required. Fundraising programs wereemployment. We know that it is an ongoing difficulty in
discussed as one means of achieving this. It was vergouth Australia and, as has been said on many occasions, it
encouraging to see young people being prepared to worannot be fixed overnight. But | am keen for the Government
together constructively for a common goal. They are preparetd revisit the notion of being able to take on an employee and
to put in some effort in order to gain community respect andry them out for a period of, say, three months without the
inclusion. threat of legal action—that is, you give away the right of

I am glad | attended the Youth Forum. Many of the youngunfair dismissal during that time. | know that, in the past, the
people present spoke very impressively. It really was verysovernment has proposed a 12 month and a six month
encouraging. In summary, both the Glenthorne campaign arngeriod, depending on the size of the business. | believe that
the Youth Forum show that community spirit is not dead.we should revisit that, and | trust that we will gain the support
There are worthy goals which can bring communitiesof the Upper House to bring about that change.
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| believe that three months is a reasonable time in whickvhether the debt is used for productive purposes or for
an employer can try out a new employee to see whether or nepeculative, non-productive purposes. A large percentage of
that person is suitable for the business, and vice versa. | sayr debt in South Australia has gone into unproductive
that because | have spoken to many people in small argpeculative purposes, that is, through the State Bank fiasco.
medium business, and they say that they do not want to tak&hen we talk about debt, we should not assume that all debt
someone on because of the risk that if they get a dud theg evil. Businesses and individuals use debt. It is how we use
could be saddled with significant legal costs and associatatiat debt in creative ways that is important and whether it is
expenditure. | believe that that is a serious impediment tased to develop infrastructure or related activities.
employment in this State—particularly in relation to young  Another topic which is very close to my heart is our
people—that employers cannot, if you like, try before theyeducation system, and | was pleased tonight to be one of
buy the employee. | think that is worth pursuing. many members on this side who participated in the Minister’s

Earlier tonight | heard an honourable member criticise thedvisory group. | am pleased that he is working to improve
work for the dole scheme. | do not know whether membersvhat is already a good system. | make no apologies for
realise, but many years ago | proposed such a scheme, asgeaking strongly on behalf of the State school system. Like
many of my colleagues were very nervous. | drafted the letteall school systems, it can be improved, but we have dedicated
proposing the scheme that went to the now Prime Ministeteachers, principals and support officers in that system. It is
Unfortunately—and | still say unfortunately—the Federalimportant that we do not allow the Commonwealth Govern-
Government did not include all the aspects that werenent to short change that system in terms of funding, and
proposed in that letter. One of them was, of course, theome of the arrangements in place at the moment work to the
provision of accredited training. Whilst it is good that young detriment of the State school system, and that is unacceptable.
people—and not so young people—get out of bed and go and | come from a large family, which was poor in material
do some work, it is important that they also receive accrediteterms, and education was the stepping stone for all of the six
training as part of that process. So, it is not the total answechildren, except one who married someone who is very rich.
but | believe members should realise that that scheme, eve8o | am a great believer in the State school system. | am not
though it was modified and did not follow entirely what was saying anything against the private school system because we
suggested, originally came from South Australia. have a system of choice, but the State school system is a

We have many innovative schemes here, many of whickommunity education system and it needs to be funded
could be expanded. One scheme which was introduced whikdequately so that it can provide opportunities for children
| was Minister was called Upskill, and that was designed tarrespective of their family’s financial circumstances.
increase the range of skills of people by requiring people who One part of the education system that is causing me grave
obtain Government contracts to take on young people. ¢oncern is our universities. They have been squeezed by the
would urge the Federal Government to follow suit, and wherCommonwealth, and | make no apologies for my actions
people obtain significant contracts from the Government thewhen | was Minister. | did not get many cards from Senator
should be required to train and employ a percentage of younganstone, although it was nothing personal between the two
people. The percentage is usually that at least 10 per centef us. | saw it as important—
one in 10—of the staff be a young trainee, and | believe that Mr Clarke: Are you a friend of Susan Jeanes?
there is merit in that. | believe that the Self-Starter Scheme The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I regard her as a friend. Susan is
(which is to assist young people to start their own business nice person. | make no apology for fighting for the universi-
could be expanded, because | believe that there is an oppdies to try to maintain a decent level of funding for them.
tunity for people to create work for themselves by establishwhat we see now are the consequences of a process that
ing their own business. started with Dawkins, and | am not sure why one of our

So, the challenge ahead for Minister Brindal is enormousyniversities recently honoured him. The Dawkins process led
and | wish him well in that portfolio. | look forward to to the downgrading of our universities, and sadly that seems
making some positive contribution as the workshop iso have become an ongoing feature of Canberra. Our
developed and ultimately we have extended discussion hetmiversities have to be very careful because not only do they
in the Parliament, as outlined by the Premier. face a threat from the Internet or similar technology including

I would argue in relation to employment that some capitacompetition from Harvard and others but a fall in their
works could be of significant help. In that respect | wouldreputation. | know the universities are subject to tight
argue for upgraded transport systems. | still believe that wénancial constraints, with tutorials being removed at other
need a north-south road corridor. | do not know whethethan first year level, and class sizes becoming very large, not
members have travelled recently from the northern suburb$ mention other pressures being put on the quality of our
say, Gawler, down to Seaford, but it takes a very long timeuniversities.
particularly for heavy vehicles. It will not happen overnight | repeat: if the universities lose their good name, they are
and it will not be easy because the former Labor Governmerih very big trouble. We should all be concerned to make sure
flogged off some of the land that had been set aside. It ithat the Federal Government not only funds universities
necessary for us to revisit that idea, even though it could wethdequately but also that it makes it possible for anyone who
be in a different format.Another transport initiative that has the ability and talent to attend university. | will always
would be very productive would be the creation of anfight strongly to ensure that the universities do not become
electrified rail system, whether that be light rail or heavy rail,the province of the rich. Universities should be available to
in the metropolitan area. We are now the only mainlandanyone who has the ability to benefit from them. Sadly,
capital city in Australia that does not have such a system antthrough the increase in HECS and other charges, we are
that would be useful to pursue. making it harder for people from poorer families to access

With respect to employment and the sale of ETSA andhat education.
debt, a lot of people get confused because they lump all debt One other issue in relation to universities which concerns
together. Debt in itself is not necessarily bad. The point isne is the extent to which they are handing out honorary
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doctorates. People might ask, ‘What is wrong with that?’have been in relation to breast and cervical cancer. So, it is
What is wrong is that the tradition with an honorary doctoratenot a question of one or the other; rather, it is a question of
is that they are used only within the province of the uni-putting in resources, educating and making people aware, and
versity; it is a courtesy title. In recent years, two of ourthis relates particularly to men, who are often reluctant to
universities have been dishing them out in significantseek medical advice because the old macho syndrome comes
number, to the point that some of these people are now usirigto play. Whilst many men might be reluctant to be physical-
them in everyday life. That is a nonsense. | have no objectioly examined in terms of their prostate, the embarrassment of
to people such as Professor Mike Tyler, who obtained a Phihat, which is very small, is much less than having to endure
by doing equivalent work, receiving a doctorate. But for otherprostatic cancer.
people to use them in everyday life is farcical. Members might recall Derek Llewellyn-Jones, the

| say to those universities—and it is essentially thegynaecologist-obstetrician who devoted much of his life to
University of South Australia and Flinders University—thatwomen’s health and who wrote many books, including
they should be very careful with that practice. It is a practiceEverywomanSadly, a year or two ago he died from prostatic
in which the University of Adelaide does not indulge. Theycancer. There is anirony in that, and sadness to see someone
should be very careful, lest they devalue what should béke that, who had devoted his life to women’s health,
something of worth and note in the community. | am notsuccumb to what is a very common killer amongst men,
against acknowledging people who have made great socinamely, prostatic cancer.
contributions, but it should be recognised that it is an | am therefore pleased that the Minister for Human
honorary title, a courtesy title. For people to use it in otherServices has agreed to push this issue of men’s health and to
ways is quite ridiculous. continue to push the issue of women’s health through

I refer also to the Motorola expansion, which we hope toawareness, education programs and meetings. In the very near
see in the future. As the Premier indicated in the Houséuture members will see some practical examples of how this
yesterday, | met last week with one of the senior executivessue will be conveyed to the male population.
of Motorola, Terry Heng, who indicated that Motorola needs  Other matters of interest to me include tourism, and | am
many IT technicians. Previously, Motorola said that it needegbleased to see the Minister for Tourism sitting at the front
people with a Master’s degree or a PhD, but it has come tbench. During the break, my wife and | went up through the
recognise that if you are in the IT industry you need not onlyFlinders Ranges—and it was at my own expense; there was
systems engineers (I guess it is equivalent to a lieutenami claim. We went to Quorn, and then up through Wilpena
running a platoon) but also the foot soldiers, the techniciango Arkaroola. One of the things that we need to address—and
This is where we can provide a lot of jobs for people at thd know that most of it is in the member for Stuart’s elector-
diploma level. ate—is the lack of signage for tourist points. For example, in

| have suggested that the company, in association with theslation to Mount Brown—uwhich | am told was named after
Government, look at bonding people on the basis that we helpne of Matthew Flinders’ party, not after the former Premi-
pay for their training or assist them to be trained, or retraine@ér—there was no signpost in Quorn to tell you how to get
in the case of adult workers, on the condition that they spenthere and, when we did get there, all the information material
so many years working for Motorola or whomever. Thatwas missing. Nevertheless, we persevered and climbed the
system worked very well in education. | believe that manymountain, five hours up and back, and it is an excellent
members of this House came through that bonded system, atwlrist attraction.
I think there is merit in resurrecting it not only in education ~ Similarly, with Dutchman’s Stern, which is out from
but also in terms of the IT industry. Quorn, there is no signpost—nothing to tell you how to get

Basically, the reality is that young people who leavethere. | went part way out on the road and came back in, and
school today and who have little or no skills face a lifetimesomeone said, ‘Yes, that is the road,” but there was no sign.
of unemployment. We need to make sure that we do not havEalking to many Victorian tourists who were up there with
a system which makes it easy for young people to leavéheir big Lexus wagons and Mercedes sedans, while we were
school at 15, go on the unemployment list and stay there fdravelling in a 1977—
the years and years ahead. In fact, we should move more Mr Clarke: All Liberal voters!
towards the Scandinavian-Swiss scheme where young people The Hon. R.B. SUCH: No, probably Socialist Left. We
stay in education and training and in that way upgrade thewere travelling in a 1977 Toyota Corona, which many of
skills base to improve their employability. The days ofthem looked at and laughed about but which never missed a
leaving school and hoping to get a job are over. | think it isbeat. But the Victorians said, ‘Look: tourism here in South
a form of child abuse to turn people out of school and to sayAustralia is largely of the 1960s,” and they were very critical.
‘Good luck, | hope you get a job when you are 15," when weOne of them said that they had had a meal at one of our
know full well that their chance of getting a job is zilch. prominent places near Wilpena Pound, and they waited an

One of my hobby horses for a long time has been men’sour for service and then were told that most of the things on
health. | am certainly supportive of improving women’s the menu were not actually available. They said to me, ‘If you
health, too. | was interested to hear from one of my femalevant our business, you have to give us service. We don't
colleagues who felt that, when | suggested in 1992-93 that wenind paying, but we don’t want to come over here and find
should improve men'’s health programs, | was having a go ahat what is supposedly available is not available.’
women’s health. Likewise in Hawker, we went and had a meat pie which,

Itis quite the opposite. In fact, an improvement in men’ssadly, was made in Western Australia. | think it had been in
health would also lead to an improvement in quality of life the oven since Western Australia was founded, because it was
for women. To illustrate the interest, 240 people turned up ato rock hard that it was unbelievable. Yet, in Hawker and
ameeting recently in Laura to hear a discussion about men®uorn there are excellent cafes, for example, the Quandong
health, soitis an issue. Men are becoming more aware of théafe, and that is the sort of approach we need. The latter
dangers of prostate cancer and colon cancer, just as womerganisation has excellent service and top quality food, but
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we still have people in other establishments who feeRustralia, but a group which caters for approximately 2 500
resentful. juniors a week should not be penalised simply because it is
An honourable member interjecting: progressive enough to accommodate netball, tennis, football
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: It is the Quandong Cafe—be and many other sports. It is quite bizarre.
careful how you say it. We still have a minority elementwho  An issue that is again rearing its ugly head is voluntary
think it is an imposition to serve someone or to serve goodtudent unionism. The word ‘union’ is a misnomer. |
food or to provide good service. If we are fair dinkum aboutunderstand that the Federal Government still wants to go
tourism, we have to change that attitude and provide decenbwn the path of interfering in student union affairs. The
signage. Federal Government and local members need to understand
Recently, | went to the South-East in connection with thethat a student union at a university is not a trade union. Itis
parliamentary Economic and Finance Committee. When similar to a local government providing a service for its
went to pick up the hire car, a Japanese person was preseobnstituents; it does not breach any individual right. The
His English was not very good: he said that he wanted to geooner people understand that guilds or unions at a university
towards what appeared to be Victor Harbor. The next dayare not trade unions, the better off we will all be. If the
while travelling in the hire car in the South-East, | saw himFederal Government goes down that path, it is likely to end
in the Coorong. Heaven knows how he found his way aroundjp with egg on its face. | trust that commonsense will prevalil
but we need to address the issue of signage, mainly iand that it will refrain from involving itself in that issue.
English, but preferably for other people as well. Students at universities are adults. They should be able to
The pilchards disaster occurred recently, and membetsok after their own affairs, and they do not need Federal or
will realise that a pilchard is basically a sardine. It mightState politicians sticking their bib in and interfering in what
seem the wrong time to be advocating this, but in Fremantléhey are doing.
in Western Australia a company is making good use of Recently, we visited the South-East to look at the forests
sardines. Itis selling them in Adelaide and around the worldand the value adding of forest products, and that was a
it is canning them and selling them as marinated sardines. Waiccessful visit. | commend the members for MacKillop and
in South Australia should be thinking about doing somethingsordon for the excellent way they represent their areas and
along the same lines. It may not be the right time given théor the exciting activities taking place there, particularly
virus that is evident among the pilchard population, but in thénvolving forestry and the value adding of forestry products.
years ahead the world will be looking for preserved foods and
that is one which is highly nutritious and readily available. = Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): When | thought about my

Mr Clarke interjecting: address tonight, | decided | could approach it in one of two
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: It was a good outcome. ways: first, | could give a thoughtful, incisive, erudite type
Mr Clarke interjecting: speech such as that given by my colleague the member for

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Members on this side would Kaurna; or, secondly, | could adopt the more traditional role
realise that | have been working away quietly on a comprothat | have adopted in the past, that is, of being less than
mise which, as it turned out, was very much like that adoptedeverent, getting stuck into the Liberal Party and being
The people in my electorate, particularly the women, willsomething of an intellectual pain. As you might have guessed,
appreciate an extra hour’s shopping in the supermarket durifgr Speaker, | have decided on the latter rather than the
the week, and the extra few Sundays during the year foformer, because | do not want to disappoint anyone after my
shopping in the regional centres will also be welcomed. having adopted this course for five years.
thought it was a great outcome. Given that | am, basically, a | want to deal with a number of issues. First, | refer to the
free trader, | had to make a compromise, as did others. Federal election. In particular, | pay tribute to a number of
thought the debate and discussion among our colleagues wiagbor Party candidates in what would be regarded as
one of the best and most productive sessions that | have seexarmally arch conservative, Liberal Party seats, such as
Itis a good outcome for South Australia and | am pleased thdarker in the South-East of the State, Wakefield and so on.
the Shop Distributive Union and members opposite aréwant to deal briefly with Barker, a seat that | had something
supportive. to do with in the lead-up to the Federal election. In particular,

Mr Clarke: We have not decided our policy yet. | pay tribute to David Detchon, the Labor Party candidate for

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will that area. David is an independent lawn mowing contractor
have an opportunity in five minutes to make a contributionbased in Goolwa. His employment is based largely on the

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: With a bit of luck, we will have work that he can get from, in the main, people who have
it in place by Christmas. | congratulate Minister Armitage forretired to Goolwa and the surrounding area, most of whom
his efforts in that regard, and | am delighted to see thawould be Liberal Party supporters. He gave up much of his
outcome. personal time to campaign in that large electorate, which

| wish to raise another matter. | have discussed with thetretches all the way down to the Victorian-South Australian
Ministers what | see as the farcical situation of a multipur-border. That was not without some cost, both to him as an
pose sports facility, such as exists at Flagstaff Hill, beingndividual and to his business. Many people in the Labor
penalised under current funding arrangements. The pedkarty who have contested traditional Liberal Party seats in
sporting bodies get the money, but they do not want t@ountry areas have been subjected to abuse from the local
support a multipurpose facility and thereby support othepopulation, and they have experienced loss of employment
sporting activities. | have drawn the matter to the attention ond business opportunities because they have stood out for
the Minister for Human Services and, given that the MinistelLabor Party policies.
for Recreation and Sport is likely to inherit that part of  As | said recently at a Labor Party State Conference, itis
Flagstaff Hill, | am sure he will be interested to hear my pointall very well for Labor Party members in metropolitan
of view on the matter. It does seem ludicrous. | understanédelaide to run for Liberal seats in metropolitan Adelaide,
that there are many of these facilities in other parts of Soutbhut they are largely anonymous. Their employment oppor-
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tunities and their socialisation within the local community areHe could be in London. He could be shopping. He could be
not necessarily affected. If they are a small business persolir Invisible once again, but Ben Browne is there. He is with
their business is largely unaffected by the fact that they havgou on the ground at Peterborough, wanting to listen and
stood for the Labor Party. That is not the case for a Labounderstand the views of the local people.’
Party person standing for office on the Labor Party ticketin  Wherever | went, | understood the feelings of the people
a seat such as Barker. In the seat of Barker we recorded marethat area, because they were telling me in no uncertain
than a 7 per cent two-Party preferred swing. A large measurerms that Stuart is a winner for the Labor Party at the next
of that is attributable to the fact that Dave Detchon exhibitedState election if the current member for Stuart is going to be
the guts and determination to go down into what was hithertthe Liberal Party standard bearer in the year 2001. | promised
regarded as tiger territory to wave the Labor Party standarthem that they would not have to be inflicted for a further
and give up a lot of his time and personal money—thdour years after the year 2001 with that representation.
income he otherwise would have received from his busiindeed, we would free them of the yoke that has been strung
ness—to campaign for the Labor Party in those areas. Indeeakound their neck by their present member. That is a promise
in the State seat of Gordon, which is wholly within the that | made to the people of Peterborough and elsewhere
Federal seat of Barker, on the Federal results, the Labor twavithin the seat of Stuart encompassed, of course, within the
Party preferred vote is over 46 per cent—well within reachseat of Grey, and | intend to fulfil my promise in that area.
of the Labor Party at the next State election. During the Federal election we also saw the reshuffle of the
So, | offer my commendation to the work of people suchMinistry at a State level.
as David Detchon and others who ran for seats in areas such The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:
as the Federal seats of Wakefield, Mayo and Grey, where Mr CLARKE: Did someone rattle his chain or has the
people such as Jeff Buckland, the Labor candidate for Grelgear just awoken? What | am interested in is this: when the
and AWU Secretary in Whyalla, put an enormous amount ofnember for Unley was made the Minister for Local Govern-
effort into trying to win those seats, despite the fact that theynent, | said that that was the worst appointment since
received little, if any, financial support from the Labor Party Caligula appointed his horse consul for Rome. Well, | was
centrally and had to rely in the main on grassroots supportyrong, because the member for Unley turned out to be not
their own work and a few of their own supporters who weretoo bad a Minister for Local Government, since basically
prepared to get out on doorknocking campaigns for them imost of the work had been done for him. When he wanted to
those areas. sell out the City of Adelaide, he cooperated with us so that
Indeed, together with the former Labor Party candidate fowe could do over the residents of North Adelaide, because he
Stuart, Ben Browne, and our Senate candidate, Bill Hendewanted to get back at Lord Armitage—I mean the member
I was fortunate enough to campaign in the Mid North offor Adelaide—who wanted to protect the fiefdom that he had
South Australia in support of our candidate for Grey. | maywithin North Adelaide—
say that it is an experience to campaign in towns such as Mr Koutsantonis: And the king’s deer.
Jamestown, where it would be absolutely false to believe that Mr CLARKE: —and the king’s deer, as the member for
there is such a thing as a secret ballot, because the thr@eake points out. They are roaming free throughout the
Labor Party voters in Jamestown are well known to everyparklands of Adelaide. So, the member for Unley has actually
body else in the town. They are martyrs to the cause and it isirned out to be not too bad a Minister for Local Government.
a tribute that we still get that number of votes in suchBut then they made the member for Unley the Minister for
conservative areas as Jamestown, Clare and others. Employment. Well, compared to the previous State Minister
Wherever | visited there was a considerable swing towardir Employment, his immediate predecessor, that was a bit
the Labor Party. | might say that after my spending only a dayike appointing Nelson Mandela: that is the equivalent. We
and a night in Clare itself there was a 3 per cent swindheard today the member for Unley give very feisty answers
towards the Labor Party in that town. Indeed, the Labor Partyo questions in Question Time. It is a bit of a pity he spoiled
candidate for Grey said to me that, if only he had had anothet because he had to read from his briefing notes, but it almost
two days with me in that area, there would have been a 9 péooked extemporeln fact, he ought to gextemporenore
cent swing towards the Labor Party. | was heartened by theften in terms of his delivery. He is much better at that than
response | had from rural and regional constituents in Soutteading from a prepared sheet.
Australia, because they understood only too well how they | thought it was a bit strange that he was Minister for
had been abandoned by the Liberal Party at both the State aiduth. That is really drawing a long bow. It is a bit like
Federal levels. They were crying out for leadership. saying that at 47 years of age | would still be eligible to be
When | was in Peterborough and other places in the Stateresident of the Young Labor Association.
seat of Stuart they would say to me, ‘Good on you for coming Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
along here with Ben Browne. Even though Ben Browneisno Mr CLARKE: Asthe member for Peake says, | will try
longer the Labor Party candidate for Stuart, he is still comingf it gets me a vote, but it is drawing quite a long bow.
out here campaigning for the Labor Party, meeting people idnyway, the member for Unley in his capacity as the
these areas, bringing Labor Party members of Parliament tdinister for Employment, Minister for Youth (no matter how
our region, listening to and understanding our concerns.” Ifnuch you stretch your imagination), and Minister for Local
only we could get the State local member to take the sam@&overnment will do a reasonable job in trying to protect the
sort of interest in those areas as you, Mr Clarke, hav&overnment's backside in those areas. We will find him out,
exhibited. Even though you live in Adelaide, you have comesuch as his rather rash promise to resign if certain conditions
out to the bush and you understand our concerns.’ were not met, as he said today. He will be reminded of that
Ben Browne, from Spalding, no longer a candidate for thabd nauseanover the next three years.
area, was out there with us wanting to understand even more We then deal with the Minister for Tourism. Other than
about the concerns of the people of Stuart. They wanted tgetting up at 7 a.m. for breakfast and getting to the office by
know where their State member was. | said, ‘I don’t know.quarter to nine and finishing by 12 o’clock the same after-
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noon, what has the Minister for Tourism got to do for the resso low that he could not crawl underneath it to ingratiate
of the week? Here we have one Minister solely dedicated thimself with the Premier of the day in seeking some sort of
tourism. | do not underrate tourism as an economic drivingpreferment—and he won it. He won it as Minister for Police,
force for South Australia, but | ask you, Mr Speaker, whenCorrectional Services and Emergency Services. Good luck
you have roughly 100 or 120 employees, a Chief Executivéo him. Five years of gravel rash, no matter what the pain,
Officer, a Deputy Chief Executive Officer, a General paid off for him.

Manager of the Adelaide Entertainment Centre and an Unfortunately for the member for Schubert, no matter how
outstandingly successful Convention Centre with a full-timewell intentioned, he did not have the same success. True, the
General Manager, what is there for the Minister for Tourismmember for Schubert is the only member in this House to
to do other than swan around to a few cocktail parties an@hom | defer on matters of agriculture: he knows more about
toast people during the day or evening? agriculture than | do. | am the first person in this House to

What does a South Australian State Minister for Tourismadmit that the member for Schubert is far more knowledge-
do after 12 midday on a Monday? She must sit in her officeable about matters agricultural than | am, but he is the only
waiting for the next phone call, begging some member of thenember to whom | defer on that matter and, despite his
community from a phone booth to pick up the phone andoyalty to the Premier, he was bypassed absolutely for a
phone her ministerial office directly with a question, becauseninistry he richly deserves because his loyalty was unswerv-
there is nothing for her to do. The reality is that it is not thating.
tourism is unimportant; it is just that the position the Premier  The Minister for Youth Affairs enters the Chamber in a
has created in this area is a ‘make work’ program—the verglinner suit and | ask you, Sir, would you get that on 5SMMM
type of program the Liberal Party both at a Federal and Stater SAFM? | can see why the Minister is the Minister for
level criticised the Labor Party so much for with respect toYouth Affairs: he captures the imagination of all those under
Working Nation. We were told that we were creating ‘makethe age of 18 years just by his sheer magnetism and personal
work’ programs, not real jobs; we were painting rocks withpresence. | will not repeat my comments about the member
white paint. In terms of the workload of the current Minister for Unley because it would only bore the other members of
for Tourism, the person who goes out and paints rocks whitehe Chamber.
is doing a more productive job and it actually lasts them five However, one of the things | noticed during the past 12
days of the week for eight hours of the day, unlike themonths was the cosiness between the member for Unley and
Minister for Tourism, who is employed at a considerablethe member for Coles. They are great allies and | well recall
extra cost. an interjection I made, I think, in 1996 when it was preselec-

We have to put this down to the fact that the Minister fortion time in the Liberal Party. | think it was the Wednesday
Tourism could not cut the mustard as the Minister forjust after the preselection for the Liberal seat of Unley which
Employment. We all remember the Minister for Employmenthad been held on the Monday night. The member for Coles,
on the first day she took her seat in this place as the Ministeas she was then, asked a question of the then Premier. Just
for Employment and was asked questions by a number diefore she asked the question my interjection was: ‘How did
people, including myself, on employment matters and it wasve miss out on Unley?’ | remember only too well that at that
basically a tongue out of the mouth saying, ‘Yah, yah, yah—time the member for Unley was under great attack internally
don’t want to know you; | don’t want to answer the question.'from the Liberal Party.

We all remember the Estimates Committee, where we saw an Itintended to knock off his preselection, and the member
absolutely appalling performance with respect to the knowfor Coles was leading the charge. She had actually captured
ledge of labour market programs and the responsibilities ahe field. She had got them all. She had got all the soldiers,
the State Government in this area. the infantrymen, the cavalrymen and the artillerymen. She

The Premier has given the now Minister for Tourismhad held the high ground and was just about to crucify the
something to do—a letterhead. To my knowledge there is nanember for Unley. That was in about June or May of 1996,
one State Minister for Tourism in this Commonwealth nowand the honourable member would well understand it because
or ever before who has only ever been the Minister folhe had a Dagwood type face for most of 1996 as he contem-
Tourism. Not even in Queensland or New South Wales dplated his fate at preselection. But he was saved by the
you find one individual so overburdened in terms of theirintervention of none other than the current Minister for
responsibilities that they are just solely the Minister forHuman Services, the then Premier. The then Premier
Tourism. They have a number of other portfolio responsibili-prevailed upon the State Executive members of the Liberal
ties as well. Party to shore up his vote.

Indeed, at a Federal level, the Federal Minister for The member for Coles had the numbers and the local
Tourism, whether it has been under a Liberal or a Labopreselection ballot and he was a gone goose. It was bye, bye,
Government has had sport, recreation, racing or any numbétark. He was saved barely five months later, and the member
of other portfolio responsibilities. Clearly, what the Premierfor Unley showed his gratitude to his Leader, to the man who
has said in that reshuffle is that he does not have faith in theaved his preselection, to the man who ultimately elevated
current Minister for Tourism to operate employment or youthhim to the ministry, by shoving the knife right up to the hilt,
affairs but, because he needs the current Minister foright through the breastplate into the heart of the then
Tourism’s vote and the votes of a dwindling band of supportPremier. That was the gratitude of the member for Unley
ers to maintain his position as Premier, he will give her aowards his saviour, and the funny part about it is this: his
make work position as a junior Minister. ally in joining forces in putting hands on the same sword that

I now seek to deal with the new Minister for Police, went straight through the breast of the then Premier was none
Correctional Services and Emergency Services. | congratulaggher than the member for Coles.
the member for Mawson on his appointment. For five years The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: |rise on a point of order, Mr
the member for Mawson has been assiduous in crawling ar8ipeaker. | believe it is contrary to Standing Orders to ascribe
grovelling to the Premier of the day. There has been no rocknproper motives to any member of this Chamber, and |
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believe the honourable member is doing so to me. | am sure Mr Koutsantonis: Was Mark Brindal there?

that the member for Coles can speak for herself. Mr CLARKE: Mark Brindal was not there. No, he is not
The SPEAKER: | do not uphold the point of order. It in the right faction. As we were going down in the lift, | was

may disturb some members if debate goes down that tracRUrrounded by Liberals: Jim Bonner, the director, the

but the Chair only has power to ensure that it conforms to aassistant director, Graham—and | forget his last name, but he

Address in Reply debate. is a very nice person—and Vicki Chapman was standing right
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Sir, | have never assaulted Pehind me. Mr Bonner said to me, ‘Don't you feel a bit

anyone in my life, and the honourable member accused n¢ghcomfortable in this company going down in this lift?" |

of assault with a weapon. said, ‘I feel safer than John Olsen does standing in front of
The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair does not believe that Vicki Chapman.” Vicki Chapman replied, “John would not

the member for Ross Smith was implying that: he was usin§V€DN Step into the same lift as me.’ That shows the depth of
it as a figure of speech in debate. olitical enmity within the Liberal Party that some of its

Mr CLARKE: | certainly do not believe that the member members cannot even share the same lift. | can do that with
for Unley Would.assault someone with a deadly weapon in th y Labor Party_colleagues; Wh_ethe_r | get outis another thing,
sense of a physical attack but, mind you, there are many ways!t | €an step into the same lift with my Labor Party col-

eagues. The fact that | may suddenly disappear through a

of dealing with your opponents, and the member for Unle . ;
is very practised at that. However, he is only an apprenticgapdOOr is neither here nor there. We do not carry grudges
i the Labor Party.

Eomparf_d to thhe_zlmer:nberflcl)r C_Zole_s. Itf)knittingr]]needlezareﬁ]t Mr Koutsantonis: Hear. hearl
e working while the guillotine is being sharpened, the R ' ' ,
member for Coles is a past master at that particular exercise, Mr CLARKEd As t.he nrwlember for Pleake can testify, | do
Indeed, | refuse to believe that in her ministerial office therenm_l_cﬁrrl{" a gr,\ljl Igeéllju(?tl .a\t/e a vtelzry.ong memory.
is a grindstone where she sharpens knives and axes. MreCLXrF]Q.KE.' .N(;mheais,lr;(‘)et”;?dlrllghould not be smiling

| do not believe that_for one instance. | have spoken 9 have only a minute left and | could probably wax lyrical for
many members of the Liberal Party and they tell me that, bug1 while, but | am gone already
I refuse to believe that the member for Coles would engage ' '
in that type of behaviour. | tell them, “Take off those ironclad  \r HAMILTON-SMITH  secured the adjournment of the
back vests that you wear. Just because Joan is following yogepate.
don’tworry about it.” Just to give members another example
of the Liberal Party faction fighting, on the day, unfortunate- ADJOURNMENT
ly, that the Liberal Party won the election in the Federal seat
of Adelaide I, regretfully, had to listen to the turgid speeches At 10.47 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday
by members of the Liberal Party at the declaration of the poll29 October at 10.30 a.m.



