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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 24 November 1998

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

GAMING INDUSTRY LEGISLATION

and will continue to be, a key foundation of South Australia’s
economy. In 1940 the Petroleum Act was introduced to
regulate the exploration and development of onshore
petroleum throughout the State. In 1975, to facilitate the
development of the Moomba gas fields, the Dunstan Labor
Government introduced the Cooper Basin (Ratification) Act,
which was critically important in underpinning and allowing
this multi-billion dollar project to commence.

The development of the resources for the Cooper Basin
has brought major benefits to the South Australian economy;

A petition signed by 27 residents of South Australiaand secure and reliable gas supplies have been provided to
requesting that the House urge the Government to oppose tHemestic, commercial and industrial customers since 1969.
passage of the Gaming Industry Regulation Bill 1998 wadn 1998 dollar terms, over $9 billion has been invested by

presented by the Hon. M.K. Brindal.
Petition received.

QUESTIONS

The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the

Santos and their joint venture partners in South Australia and
almost $1 billion has been paid in royalties.

The Nappamerri Trough is an exploration area which is
regarded by some as one of the most prospective areas within
the Cooper Basin. Among the provisions of the Cooper Basin
(Ratification) Act were some which gave proponents rights

following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in théo production licences under much less stringent conditions
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed irto those in the Petroleum Act. Nonetheless, the Olsen

Hansard Nos 3, 4, 14 to 17, 27 and 31.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S SUPPLEMENTARY
REPORT

The SPEAKER laid on the table the Auditor-General's .

Supplementary Report 1997-98.
Ordered that report be printed.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Premier (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

Adelaide Convention Centre—Report, 1997-98

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean -

Brown)—
Adelaide Festival Centre Trust—Erratum Report of Finan-

cial Statements, 1997-98
Development Act—Regulations—Schedule 2—Zones

By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H.
Armitage)—
Country Fire Service, South Australian—Report, 1997-98
Industrial Relations Advisory Committee—Report,
1997-98
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Com-
mittee—Report, 1997-98
By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. D.C.
Kotz)—
National Parks and Wildlife Council, South Australian—

Report, 1997-98
Native Vegetation Council—Report, 1997-98

Northern Adelaide and Barossa Catchment Water Manage

ment Board—Report, 1997-98

Reserve Planning and Management Advisory Commit-
tee—Report, 1997-98

South East Catchment Water Management Board—
Report, 1997-98

Wildlife Advisory Committee—Report, 1997-98.

NAPPAMERRI TROUGH

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | seek leave
to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The exploration and develop-

Government negotiated the imposition of special provisions
to the 17 production licences granted to Santos over the
Nappamerri Trough, and these provisions represent a set of
requirements which are above and beyond the conditions of
the Cooper Basin (Ratification) Act. These were:

work obligations of $50 million in the first five years and

a total of $100 million over 15 years were attached to the
licences as a whole, with provisions for relinquishment of
acreage after five and 10 years;

all future petroleum licences in the area to which the
Cooper Basin (Ratification) Act applies would have to
meet the Petroleum Act criteria that petroleum of suffi-
cient quantity and quality to warrant production have been
discovered;

the productions licences provided for a maximum of a
15 year term for areas where no commercial production
has been established, as compared to the Petroleum Act
of 21 years with right for renewal for future terms; and
the term of the licence would only revert to the normal
21 years with rights of renewal if substantial commercial
production was possible from a license area.

These conditions were considered and approved by Cabinet
in September 1997. After a considerable exploration effort,
Santos determined the presence of significant quantities of
gas in locations within the Nappamerri Trough.

However, the gas discovered to date has not been brought
into commercial production due to low permeability, which
restricts gas production rates. These discoveries will require
the application of innovative technology before they can be
produced. Within the legislation of most other jurisdictions
in Australia, except South Australia, retention licences are
available where an explorer discovers petroleum which is not
immediately economic but which may become so after time.
The effects of the negotiations with Santos in relation to the
Nappamerri Trough are therefore consistent with currently
existing arrangements in other States.

In the Business Review Weeklgst week an article
explored aspects of the granting of production licences to
Santos in the Nappamerri Trough. In response to that article
the key points to note are: first, that under the law (the
Cooper Basin Ratification Act of 1975), Santos has rights to
the issue of petroleum production licences on application and
are not explicitly required to accept any conditions on those

ment of our State’s mining and energy resources have beelicences. If operating solely under the Petroleum Act, it may
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have been more difficult for Santos, in relation to productionare almost eliminated in their entirety and, given that the
licences. However, under the Cooper Basin (Ratification) Acteasing arrangements as per the legislation that has been put
it was clearly a different case. The Cooper Basin (Ratificain place give us almost the full value equivalent to a trade sale
tion) Act overrides the Petroleum Act and proponents arrice, it is an option now before this Parliament that meets the
therefore entitled to gain a petroleum production licenceawo key criteria of the Government: first, how do we
virtually on demand. Given these circumstances, the Govermnaximise the return to the taxpayers of South Australia to
ment was able to negotiate very successfully with Santos tgive us the greatest capacity to retire and move towards the
gain some very significant concessions. elimination of debt; and, secondly, and importantly, how can
This Government recognises the critical importance to th&ve be in a position to eliminate the risk of trading in a
State's economy of the responsible development andational electricity market?
management of our natural resources. We will continue to | have highlighted to the House in recent weeks the very
ensure that exploration continues and that the maximumsignificant change in circumstances in New South Wales as
benefit flows on to the economy and the people of Soutlper, | think, the Auditor-General's Report in that State. That
Australia. has indicated something like a $200 million net reduction in
dividends to the New South Wales Government in this past
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE year related to the electricity assets within New South
. . Wales—a very significant downturn. | am not quite sure
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | bring up the eighty-second exactly what the figure is but it is of the order of a 70 per cent
report of the committee on the Queen Elizabeth Hospita§jownturn in revenue from the generators themselves and,

intensive care redevelopment and move: importantly, you have a position in New South Wales where
That the report be received. a New South Wales Government monopoly is currently
Motion carried. pursuing legal action with a private sector company in
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: \/;c(;olrlia. At risk, | am told, is several hundreds of millions
of dollars.

That the report be printed.

. } | would not want to be the custodian of the Treasury
Motion carried.

benches if a Government such as South Australia had to
pursue legal action, because at risk would be a couple of

QUESTION TIME hundred million dollars. Imagine what would happen if we
were in that set of circumstances and overnight there was
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION deterioration in revenue or an increase in expenditure of a

couple of hundred million dollars. They are the risks that we

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My  are talking about needing and wanting to eliminate from the
question is directed to the Premier. What risks and liabilitiegwnership of these power utilities and assets.
would remain with the State of South Australiafollowing an So, the lease option that has been put on the tab|e’ firs[’
agreement to lease our electricity assets to a private firm; anglaximises the value and therefore reduces the debt; secondly,
can the Premier detail what guarantees will be required from removes us from the risk of trading in a national electricity
the lessee and whether there will be contract clauses allowingarket; and thirdly, and importantly, it brings price advantage
the Government to step in if the private company’s perform+o consumers in South Australia, whether they be residential
ance is unsatisfactory? or business consumers. The track record and performance

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | understand that the Opposition interstate clearly indicates that consumers of electricity have
had a briefing from the Treasurer this morning on theseen a fall in the cost of electricity both for residential and
amendments that we are proposing to the ETSA legislatiorsther purposes. That is what we seek to put in place to benefit

An honourable member interjecting: consumers in South Australia.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No, clearly they did not focus
too much on it. The amending legislation puts in place the TEACHERS, ENTERPRISE BARGAIN

lease clauses that give, in the first instance, the 25 year lease

option with three 24 year lease options to be exercised after Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Education,

the next State election upon passage of legislation in thi€hildren’s Services and Training reveal to the House the full

Parliament to enable those options to be exercised. On tiextent of the Australian Education Union’s enterprise

advice that has been given to the Government, the valuatideargaining offer made this week to the Government on behalf

that would be obtained from a lease of this nature is almostf its members?

95 per cent and, depending upon the Australian Taxation The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As usual, the elite of the

Office depreciation allowances related to the lease, it mighteachers’ union does not let its version of the facts getin the

well be able to maximise that price to almost full value.  way of a good story. The Government’s offer to our 25 000
In the first 25 year lease, the 80 per cent that is requiretachers and TAFE lecturers—

is, effectively, a lease payment up-front which will be used Mr Foley interjecting:

for our first objective, that is, to move towards the retirement The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will come

of debt or retirement of those debts that are due for roll-oveto order.

in the next three to four years. The further 20 per centvalue The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: —is a package of

(meaning almost the full value of the sale proceeds under $155 million, which includes a 13 per cent pay offer plus four

long-term lease) would be put into a trust account and wittyears of guaranteed flexible funding. The union claims that

interest be payable to the Government if the option idts counter offer is for only $10 million more, worth only

exercised by the Parliament post the next State election. $165 million. Well, 1 would like to have its calculator,
On advice from our advisers, we clearly have a positiorbecause the real cost of the claim is $50 million more per

where the risks associated with a national electricity markegear. What does it want and when does it want it? The union
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wants a 10 per cent salary increase—not over three years buhich fails to comprehend even the basic principles of

over two years. That will make salary increases even moreesponsible management of the public’s money.

expensive for my department in each financial year, a fact

that the union has conveniently forgotten. There is more! ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

Additional union non-salary demands amount to

$40 million—and they are not currently part of the MsBREUER (Giles): My question is directed to the

Government’s offer. Premier. Given the Government's decision to break up ETSA
In total, the AEU offer or demand of the Government will and Optima into six separate companies and its intention to

cost about $178 million for the duration of the proposedoffer for sale six separate leases, how will the Government

Government offer. We know one thing for sure: in two yearsensure that people in remote areas of the State do not receive

the union will be back with its hands out for more. Only two @ worse service than people in the metropolitan area?

years ago in 1996 the teachers’ union and teachers were The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We have introduced legislation

granted a 17 per cent wage rise. Now, with this 13 per cerand, during the passage of that legislation, that question was

on the table— posed and answered in the second reading stage, in the
Mr Clarke interjecting: content of the legislation and the protections in the model that
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will was put in place to ensure that people living in country and

come to order. regional areas would not be disadvantaged. Post the time

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: —that would amount to a line—and | believe that the date is 1 January 2003—the
30 per cent increase in wages over five years. Fair andCCC will set prices, and the ability of any Government of
reasonable is not in the mind of the union hierarchy; fair andhe day to control and set prices—as we have in decades past,
reasonable is not enough for the Australian Education Uniorip give a uniform State price to country and regional people—
because it wants 27 per cent in barely four years. The uniowill be removed. That date will expire whether we like it or
claims that its $10 million counter offer will test the serious-not.
ness of this Government. Well, it is dead right. The reality is  With respect to the legislation that is currently before the

that— Upper House (it has already been passed in this House, and
Mr Conlon interjecting: perhaps the honourable member would like to go back and
The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Elder readHansard the model that has been put in place puts in

again. permanently—and by ‘permanently’, | believe it is for about

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: —a fair, reasonable and 10 or 15 years post that period—a guaranteed position for
affordable wages package offered by the Government haountry consumers in terms of costs. That is more than has
been on the table since 28 October (four weeks). Howeveheen done in other jurisdictions, and it is more than would be
it is untouched by union representatives because they wadbne if we did nothing in South Australia. A greater degree
more. We have the union—certainly without discussion withof protection has been put in place as a result of those
its membership—sitting tight, hoping against hope that themendments. | simply ask the honourable member to look at
Government will somehow find a magic bucket of money,Hansard
and one that is continually filled for it by the taxpayers. | do
not know the colour of the sky in Janet Giles’s world but it MAGNESIUM RESOURCES
is certainly not the colour of the sky for someone who is in
touch with reality. There is one thing for sure: itis all very ~ The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Deputy
well to demand that more and more money be put intd®remier inform the House of the latest developments relating
education but it is entirely another matter to be responsibléo the State’s mining industry and the prospects for mining
and to represent the people in the community. magnesium resources in the Far North of the State.

As Minister for Education, | would love to do nothing The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for Stuart
more than pour millions of dollars into education—into ourfor the question and | know that he will certainly follow the
preschools, our schools and our TAFE colleges—but th@rogress of the magnesium project in his electorate. A major
simple fact is that | cannot. The bucket is $155 million deepnhew mining development is now a step closer in that we have
and that is as deep as it gets. There is not enough money @gtianted an exploration licence to SAMAG Ltd to develop the
the bucket for the unreasonable union demands: there is onigagnesite resources in the Willouran Ranges in the State’s
$155 million. That gives a very reasonable salary increase dfar North. The granting of the exploration licence clears the
13 per cent over the next three years. | am sure that theay for a potential big employment boost in both Port
teachers whom | meet understand the basic economisugusta and Leigh Creek. Creating employment opportuni-
imperative. They are positive people, they are creative anties, particularly in regional areas, is what this Government
they are taxpayers. They are certainly more in touch withis all about. Certainly, any value adding to our natural
economic reality than is their union, whose use of itsresources is a key to achieving that goal.
calculators defies the laws of mathematics. The company will now complete the assessment of the

The past four weeks has seen countless meetings betweeragnesite deposits and continue a feasibility study into a
my department and the union, yet the union is unable to offemagnesium metal production plant at Port Augusta. The
any substance to the debate. It is unable to act responsibly anthgnesium metal will prospectively be used in the growing
to recognise the State’s financial conditions at this time. Theliecast industry to support South Australia’s car industry. It
union’s demand requires the State to provide an amount afould also be exported, as there is growing demand within the
$178 million more for a three year agreement compared to theutomotive industry worldwide for magnesium as a high
Government’s offer. Teachers have been offered a just argtrength, lightweight metal. Detailed discussions have already
fair offer by anyone’s standards, and still their union tellsbeen held with major companies interested in the magnesium
them to say ‘No.” Teachers in the 1990s deserve more thaproject, and considerable interest is being shown by a range
a union with a leadership which is stuck in the 1970s anaf companies. Extensive high grade deposits have been
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located within the Willouran Ranges, six potential sites The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We have negotiated, and a
having been identified with sufficient resources for a long lifenumber of Ministers have had meetings with representatives
project. of the union movement over the course of this year. As |
A confirmation drilling program is now under way, and understand it, the Treasurer has also had recent meetings with

the production phase is likely to be achieved in 2003. It igepresentatives of the union, and | would simply ask that
envisaged that the project will employ more than 380 peoplghose discussions continue to take place to ensure resolu-
with capital expenditure likely to reach $850 million. Exports tion—
are predicted to reach approximately $230 million per year. The SPEAKER: There is a point of order. The Premier
This demonstrates exactly what the Government is all aboutyill resume his seat.
namely, creating valuable, sustainable long-term opportuni- The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
ties for economic growth, meaningful jobs for the people oforder. In terms of the absolute commitment to tell the truth
South Australia and making more of our natural resourcesand the whole truth in this Parliament, here is the Minister

saying ‘only through natural attrition’; | have a statement

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION from Minister Armitage.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will honourable Premier.

the Premier now avert possible power blackouts from The Hon.J.W. OLSEN: Once again, repeatedly in
Thursday by meeting with power workers and their represenuestion Time we see ‘Actors Equity’ opposite trying to push
tatives and repeating the Government's promise, made witfheir particular point. We saw it only last Thursday with the
no qualifications, of no forced redundancies before, duringnember for Hart, when one TV station actually did give him
or following any privatisation of ETSA, its subsidiaries or his throw-away line, which he repeated twice to make sure
Optima Energy? In February this year the Premier was quotefat, if they missed it the first time, they could pick it up the

as saying: second time. The member for Hart had one win out of four
I give this clear commitment—there will be no forced redundan-TV channels, so we understand why members opposite use
cies of any Optima or ETSA employees. this sort of actors’ component in Question Time. As | have

However, in a letter to worker representatives dated |adpdicated, we have had repeated discussions with the unions.

month, the Premier heavily qualified his promise by saying©One thing members opposite do not like and cannot under-
the Government’s position on ‘no forced redundancies’ is thzif)tand Is that we, a conservative Liberal Government, have

the relevant undertakings will be put in place through a certifie een prepared, V,‘”th a rea}sonable and rgsponSIbIe approaCh'

agreement under Federal industrial legislation, with such a0 discuss these issues with representatives of the unions and

agreement having a nominal life of two years. | am not willing to come to a reasonable and successful conclusion.

consider providing the undertaking in any other form.

| am happy to accompany the Premier on his visit to advise SPEED DETECTION

the unions and the workers that the Opposition will not -
countenance forced redundancies. The'Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Can the Minister
Members interjecting: for I_Dollce, Correctional Services and Emergency Services
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will resume his seat advise the House why speed cameras, as part of the Govern-
Leave is with drawh : " ment’s road safety program, are vital in encouraging drivers
; to slow down, thus helping to reduce the number of fatal road
_ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What the Government has put gmashes in our State? | have been informed that, despite the
in place—and the offer that has been put to the unions—ig,mper of speed related road deaths in Australia recently,
that there would be no forced redundancies prior to or in e members question the merit of the continuing use of

period, as the Leader points outin the correspondence, forgeed cameras as part of road safety programs and argue that
minimum of two years post the period. they are purely revenue raising.

Members interjecting: The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | thank the member
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader and the member for for Bragg for his question and | appreciate his concerns about
Hart will come to order. community safety and road issues. | have noted with a great

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The position in advice thathad deal of interest in recent times that some members of
been given to the Government is that, once you have aRarliament, as well as people out in the community and even
enterprise agreement in place—apart from quite exceptionatome sections of the media, suggest that speed cameras and
remote and rare circumstances—unless the parties agreedigeed detection equipment may primarily be a revenue raiser.
a change to the enterprise agreement, that enterprise agr&#-course, nothing could be further from the truth. While
ment continues in force. If that is the case, if the parties tanembers on the other side may laugh and interject, the fact
this agreement decide they do not want to change thig that this Government is very concerned about reducing the
agreement—and with that exception to which | referred aoad toll and the social impact that occurs when a family
moment ago—this agreement stays in place. There was sorsaffers the devastation of road carnage. Speed cameras are
point of clarification required from the workers in relation to only one form of speed detection equipment used to ensure
pay outs. | understand that at some considerable cogfat the ultimate opportunities for road safety are enforced
additional draft amending legislation has been prepared band reinforced within the South Australian precinct.
the Treasurer for introduction to meet some of the require- With respect to the road toll, every time an initiative has
ments of the union membership. That has met part of theiseen put in place, whether it is speed cameras, laser guns,
request and their requirements. bringing drink driving legislation back to a .05 blood alcohol

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. limit or a range of issues that have been put in place—and |
The member for Hart is completely out of order, and he willhave seen graphs on this—there has been a significant
come around to the side of the Leader. reduction in the road toll. Whilst one death on the road is one
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death too many, if we look at the situation in 1974, before HIRE CARS

much of this speed detection equipment was put in place, we

see that South Australia recorded 382 deaths, more than one Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | direct my question

death a day. Last year South Australia saw the figure comi® the Minister for Human Services. Why has the Passenger

down to as low as 149 deaths, which is an enormous redud+ansport Board decided to allow hire cars to be hailed for

tion, and over that period the trending indicators reveal thalbusiness like taxis on Friday 18 December and New Year’s

there has been an approximately 50 per cent reduction in theve?

road toll. In 1997-98 about $40 million in revenue came from  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We all know that there are

speed camera placement. probably two very busy nights of the year: 18 December,
If you want to look at the callous economic facts of this Which is the Friday before Christmas, and then New Year's

matter, and looking also at the bottom line, one sees that the"€: L

estimated cost to the community in dollar terms from the An honourable member interjecting: _

40 000 road accidents each year in South Australia each year The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is a week before Christ-

is $600 million. On top of that are the social issues resulting@s, but itis the Friday before Christmas when many parties
from the carnage and the continuing impact that such a maj@¥® in progress, and then there is New Year's Eve. The
trauma can have on families as they try to rehabilitatd>@ssenger Transport Board has decided to increase the
themselves and adjust to the shocking circumstances involvéimber of taxis available for use this year and is making 65
in some of those accidents. | would suggest to some of thgfand-by taxis available, plus small passenger vehicles in the
critics that, instead of coming out with the one-liners whichMetro category for hiring by hailing. Only the taxis them-
the media like to grab and which people may feel good abouitelves will be able to use the taxi ranks, but small passenger
for a few moments, they speak to the grieving families inv9h|cle§ will bg able to be booked or haﬂed anywhere in the
their own constituencies who have been involved withCity: AS in previous years, inspectors will also be on duty to
victims of road smashes and ask them what they think abotelP make sure that the taxis are loaded up.

speeding drivers. We are coming up to a very serious time for Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: _

road traffic accidents, and my simple message is this: ifyou The SPEAKER: The member for Peake will come to
speed there is a very good chance that you will be caught. Serder.

the bottom line is do not speed, get there safely and look after The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Inspectors will be on duty,

your family and the community of South Australia. and | will obtain the details on how many there will be. |
think that most of us would applaud this extra move. In fact,

| was delighted to see a press release referring to comments
WIRRINA may by the shadow Minister for Transport, Carolyn Pickles

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the O ition): | in another place, as follows:
. e ron. M.D. ( eader of tné Lpposi |qn). These measures should be introduced again this year. This
direct my question to the Minister for Tourism. Given the . ded stand-by cabs being brought in to increase—
announcement on 3 June 1994 that the Government would o

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

invest $13 million in infrastructure at Wirrina to create a

major destination for international visitors, will the Minister The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Peake for

tell the House how many jumbo jet loads of Asian tourists ardt€rjecting after he has been called to order.

now visiting Wirrina each week; and is the Government's _1ne Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am quoting from a press

investment secure? At the time of the announcement in 19g£!€ase of the Hon. Carolyn Pickles, the shadow Minister for

of a $200 million expansion of the Wirrina Cove resort, it 1/@nsport. o

was claimed that the aim was for the resort to lure four jumbo Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

jets full of Asian tourists to South Australia each week, The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Peake for

including 2 000 students a year in the resort's educatiof Second time.

centre. On 28 July 1996 it was further announced that the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The press release continues:

Government’s investment would include $9.5 million for a  This included stand-by cabs being brought in to increase the

new marina. Recently | visited the 350 berth marina andegular taxi fleet, and allowing hire car drivers to seek fares in the

found it occupied by only a tiny number of boats. way as taxis.

| applaud the shadow Minister for coming out and supporting

the Minister and the Passenger Transport Board on this
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert will important move. However, | noted from comments made on

come to order. the radio this morning that the member for Peake does not
The Hon. J. HALL: As the Leader well knows, the S€emto talk to the shadow Minister f(_)r Transport. There is

tourism industry in South Australia is a very important th€ member for Peake as a former taxi driver coming out and

industry sector to our economy. He would well know thatb!astlng the Government. for putting on these extra taxis and

tourism and hospitality now employ more than 40 000 Soutf{!ir® cars on these two nights of the year when we all know

Australians and generate nearly $2 billion each year. | anffat demand is unprecedented. | would ask—

sure that in asking his question the Leader has an ulterior Mr Koutsantonis: Rubbish!
motive, but | will bring a report to the House on the specific ~_The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | see that we have a new

detail that he has requested. Labor Independent in the House. We have the Labor Party,
. o which includes the shadow Minister for Transport, and we
Members interjecting: now have the honourable member for Peake who—
The SPEAKER: Order! A formal point of order was not Members interjecting:
raised, but the Minister cannot impute improper motives to  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | was willing to give him the
any member of the House. title of ‘honourable’.

Mr Venning interjecting:
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The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: have balance it will become an unmanageable House, and
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order. nobody wants that.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | bring this to the attention
of the House, and | would ask members to give as wide FERAL CATS
publicity as possible to these extensive moves to increase the ) o )
number of taxis. There is a clear message there, and | would Mr MEIER (Goyder): Wil the Minister for Environment
back up the Transport Minister by saying, ‘For goodnes§“d Heritage report to this House on the latest situation on
sake, if you are out celebrating and drinking on these twdVardang Island as it relates to feral cats? Members would be

nights, then do not drive: take a taxi. aware that Wardang Island over the past 30 years has had a
somewhat chequered history. There was a situation a few
WIRRINA years ago where donkeys were to be killed to make way for
experiments conducted on the calicivirus. Members would
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): | also be aware that at the same stage Wardang Island was well

direct my question again to the Minister for Tourism, known for it is multiplicity of very fat rabbits. The calicivirus
following her answer to the previous question. Given thethat sought to eradicate rabbits then escaped from the island.
Government’s announcement in 1994 of a $13 millionThe after effects of the calicivirus—

investment in the $200 million international Wirrina complex,  An honourable member: Question!

including funding to help promote and market the resort, will The SPEAKER: Order! Question has been called. | call
the Minister explain why the Wirrina Cove resort is not the Minister for Environment and Heritage.

included in the Government'’s latest glossy tourist publication The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:

published in September 1998 and personally promoted by the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart will come
Minister called theBook of Best Kept Secreishich seems to order.

strange, given the number of jumbo jets it is supposed to Mr Foley: Don't get on your high horse.

encourage? The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Leader is  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Will you children—
commenting. The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will answer the
Members interjecting: guestion or she will sit down.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order, The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Your protection is welcome, Sir.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Mr Foley: Watch your language.
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart. The
Opposition. The Minister for Tourism. Chair is getting very short with these constant scatter-gun

The Hon. J. HALL: Following the question that the interjections.
Leader asked previously, it seems to me that he has a problem The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | am trying to thank the member
with South Australia’s being recognised as a quality tourisfor his very interesting question which ranges across several

destination. We are very proud— areas of interest to all of us. Members of this place may well
Members interjecting: be aware from recent media coverage that there is a feral cat
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the honourable member problem on Wardang Island. First, | make clear that feral cats

for the second time. are a problem not just on Wardang Island but also in agri-

The Hon. J. HALL: We are very proud of what this State cultural areas, industrial areas and residential suburbs. This
has achieved in its tourism development. The Leader makés why it is critical for pet cat owners to be responsible by
specific reference to Wirrina’s not being in tiBook of desexing their cat and ensuring that it does not roam freely.
SecretsOne of the reasons for that is that it is not a secret: The simple fact is that feral and uncontrolled pet cats are

it is very well known. responsible for killing some 100 native species of birds, 50
Members interjecting: species of mammals, frogs and numerous invertebrates.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the call. Single cats can kill up to some 40 native animals during a

The Hon. J. HALL: Another aspect of the ‘Secrets’ feeding episode. Aside from their predatory prowess, cats are
campaign that may have escaped the Leader’s attention is trelso carriers of disease, such as toxoplasmosis, which
it was never meant to be a touring guide of everything withirmarsupial species are particularly sensitive to. On Wardang
the borders of South Australia. Many of the achievements ofsland, land managers recently embarked on a pest control
the Tourism Commission in this State over the past few yeammianagement program. Like many such control programs,
are very impressive. It is something all members of thiscollateral damage is not unusual but it is certainly regrettable.
House ought to be proud of. | would have thought that the The first stage of the program involved, as the honourable
tourism infrastructure programs occurring cross this Statenember who asked the question rightly points out, the
would be supported by this House. outbreak of rabbit calicivirus in spring. This appreciably

Mr Clarke interjecting: increased the mortality rate amongst rabbits and, in combina-

The SPEAKER: Order! These scatter-gun interjections, tion with the fumigation and ripping of rabbits warrens,
however effective they may be to boost one’s own side, areertainly resulted in a large decrease in the island’s rabbit
not appreciated by the Chair. The Chair attempts to ggbopulation, and consequently the feral cats on the island were
balance, and | do not need people on my left or right givingdenied their stable food source.
me coaching on who is interjecting on the other side. The fact While it is likely that penguins were always on the feral
is that interjections are out of order and— cat diet, they were being increasingly targeted as the cats

Mr Foley: Bring them into line. became more desperate for food. Incidents of decapitation of

The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Hart for interject- penguins by feral cats have been extremely distressing to the
ing while the Chair is making a statement. Members muskocal community, and importantly the desperation the cats
realise that we need balance in the Chamber, and if we do natere facing made it possible to trap them. Cats are very
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intelligent creatures, and when there was an abundance wfentified that we were going to provide a number of internet
rabbits they were not likely to enter the traps. Howeverservices to the customers of SA Water. There are two other
trapped cats are destroyed and about 60 cats have been pLinitiatives which demonstrate that SA Water is taking a
down in the past six months with the assistance of trapdeadership position in improving services and, importantly,
spotlights and baits. This is part of what we call integratedtreating business opportunities through the creative use of IT.
pest management. It is not new, but it has been used exten- The first of those is the digitised facilities information
sively by the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife system (DFIS) which geographically maps all SA Water's
Service with excellent results within the Operation Bounce-assets across the State and which enables those assets to be
back Program, of which | have previously informed thedisplayed visually in a huge infrastructure map of the State.
House. In fact, the sheer scope of the information provided is really
The Aboriginal Lands Trust, responsible for land managegquite daunting, with some 24 000 kilometres of water mains
ment on Wardang Island, is simply utilising best practicemapped within a million square kilometres to the extent that
natural resource management principles, including the burthhere are a number of particularly important things enabled
off of vegetation on the island as part of a revegetatiorby that. Clearly, there is a better understanding of the
program. This is not related to the feral cat program, as physical location and the state of the assets; there is an
believe the report in the media stated. The central messagedpportunity to improve productivity; there is certainly
quite simple: whilst land managers can certainly do much tamproved customer service; and, importantly, planning is
reduce the impact of feral animals, the easier solution is témproved as well.
ensure that domestic pet cats do not become feral in the first This technology improves the planning and management
instance. It is therefore important that all pet owners acbf the assets of SA Water. Very importantly, it is seen as a
responsibly and realise that what they see as something thaibdel for managing infrastructure around the world. SA
is cute and cuddly may be a deadly predator in our naturalater is currently working in West Java on a master plan for

environment. water resources, and the experience gained in South Australia
is a key factor in that endeavour. Another success story is the
KANGAROO ISLAND FERRY development of SA Water’s customer information system

which replaced 20 year old technology and which delivers a

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Will the Minister for Tourism  distributed client server application that allows customer and
accept that ferry services to Kangaroo Island are in douliilling information to be provided very readily to assist SA
because the Government has reneged on a commitment\igater's 650 000 customers.
keep the Glenelg mooring open, and will the Minister  The system is known as GRANGE, and the potential for
guarantee tourist operators on Kangaroo Island that thign selling it is enormous. Already, the Water Corporation of
service will continue and operate on a regular basis? Theyestern Australia has identified it and signed a contract as
Managing Director of Australian Ferries, Mr Eddy Sain, isthe preferred solution for a customer information system, and
reported as saying that the Government reneged on a promigegry recently GRANGE was sold to the Gold Coast City
to ensure that the Glenelg mooring would be open at all imegouncil to meet its customer information system needs.
for his ferry and that as a result services to Kangaroo Islangydney Water has sought expressions of interest for the
have been cut and the ferry, theigma lll, has been placed replacement of its current customer information system, and
on the market. SA Water has submitted a proposal to that tender. It is an

The Hon. J. HALL: Ithank the honourable member for excellent facility which enables customers to be better served.
his question and his interest in the general question of tourism The important change is that not long ago Governments
in this State and the importance of Kangaroo Island as @ere seen as the last bastion of conservatism when it came
destination. | have met with Mr Sain on one occasion with theo information technology. This is demonstrably no longer the
member for Morphett, who was supportive of the case he hagase in South Australia where the water utility uses tech-

to put. The House might be interested to know that Mr Sairhology at the cutting edge to provide enormous advantages
was very satisfied with the support he has been getting fronp South Australians.

the Tourism Commission, and a number of issues that had

been of concern to him have now been resolved. There were WATER SUPPLY

other aspects of some of the difficulties and issues that

particularly relate to Mr Sain, and my understanding is that Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for

he is working them through with the Minister for Transport, Government Enterprises explain to the House why neither SA

my colleague in another place. | will endeavour to bring backVater nor United Water have fixed leaking pipes from a

details to the House. vacant site despite requests for action from residents, and is
this the result of staff reductions or outsourcing? Residents

SA WATER of Nizam Street, Hillcrest have complained to SA Water
about water leaking from 5 Nizam Street. The house was
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Will the Minister  owned by the South Australian Housing Trust which sold the

for Government Enterprises advise the House of the extefiroperty and the new owner then demolished the house. Since

to which information technology is being utilised by SA SA Water removed the property’s water metre in February,

Water in the provision and development of SA Water serviceresh water has been leaking from the pipes into the ground.

and the benefits that can accrue to the people of SoutResidents first telephoned SA Water about this problem in

Australia? February and have made numerous follow up telephone calls.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for However, no-one from SA Water or United Water has

Heysen for his question, which goes to the heart of thattended the site to fix the problem, and residents have

provision of services to people in South Australia. | can recaladvised me that SA Water on one occasion told them that the

the excitement that people in the House felt when weroblem was ‘too bad'.
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The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |am unaware of the detail centres in a survey of American meeting organisers. That is
of 5 Nizam Street, and | shall bring back a report into thatguite an amazing achievement. It is the only Australian
incident. However, | am able to inform the House—as | haveconvention centre named in the top 10, which means that the
done routinely, but members opposite choose not to accepidelaide Convention Centre is ranked alongside the cities of
it—that every time | have asked | am told that all the requiredParis, Geneva and Hong Kong.
standards in relation to this sort of area have been met. | will | am sure that all members are very proud of Peter van der
certainly bring back a report in relation to the incident. OftenHoven and his staff and the excellent work they do, and | am
when these sorts of incidents are raised with a spirit obure that they are deserving of special praise as a result of the
emotion and tension in the House, | find that the circum-amazing achievements they have put on the record. They
stances frequently are completely different. But, neverthelesbave a dynamic and innovative approach, and | suspect that

I look forward to bringing back an answer. most members of this House would join me in congratulating
them on their achievements. | think the expansion of the
ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE centre in the future will be a truly outstanding success, and

I know all members of this House will look forward with

~ Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Tourism  some interest to continuing great results from the Adelaide
inform the House of the latest results being achieved by thegnvention Centre.

Adelaide Convention Centre? | understand that the Govern-

ment is investing in the expansion of the Convention Centre’s WOODLEIGH HOUSE

facilities and that this is a result of Adelaide’s strong position

in the convention market. | would appreciate the Minister's Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Will the Minister for Human
informing the House of any recent changes to that positiorServices guarantee that Healthscope will maintain the

The Hon. J. HALL: | thank the member for Colton for availability of mental health beds in Woodleigh House at
his question, and | also thank him for all he has done for thélodbury Hospital and that patients will not be turned away
City of Adelaide over many years of community service. | amas beds are closed down over Christmas? The Opposition has
delighted to inform the House that the position of thebeen informed that the 20 bed capacity at Woodleigh House
Adelaide Convention Centre continues to go from strengthwill be reduced to 18 beds between 14 and 22 December and
to strength. While that might irritate some members oppositethat it will be further reduced to 12 beds from 22 December
it happens to be fact and it happens to be something of whiatintil January 1999.
all members of this Government are very proud. Itis hardly The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | do not have those details
surprising because the centre has just recorded its eleventlith me, but | will obtain that information for the honourable
successive profit. The centre enjoys repeat business in exceaember and come back with a reply.
of 60 per cent. During the past financial year the number of
people attending the centre rose by 12 000 to an amazing TOURISM, MEDIA COVERAGE
269 000, and the number of hotel nights booked through the
centre rose from 41 740 to an astonishing 65 270—quite  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Will the Minister for
amazing figures. Tourism provide details of positive media coverage—

The centre is estimated to have generated more than Mr Clarke: You ought to be answering the question.
$55 million in business in South Australia during the past The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith!
financial year, and the most pleasing recent result, which |am The Hon. R.B. SUCH: —both interstate and overseas,
sure the House will be pleased to know, is that the month ofelating to her portfolio?

October 1998 has recorded the best ever income since the The Hon. J. HALL: |thank the member for Fisher for his
opening of the Convention Centre in July 1987. guestion. | know that he will listen intently to the amazing

Members interjecting: results that | have to report to the House. Thanks to the

The Hon. J. HALL: Just in case, for members who did extraordinary publicity surrounding the launch of the
not hear that: October 1998 has recorded the best evé&$ecrets’ domestic marketing campaign and the continuing
monthly return since the centre opened in July 1987. | arwork of a particular unit called the Media and Trade Famil-
sure it will be of interest for the House to know that thatiarisation Unit within the commission, a remarkable number
record figure was $1.694 million from 48 separate eventsf stories have appeared in the Australian and international
during that month. | am sure that all members will bemedia up to the third week in October. This unit (Famils as
interested to know that among those events were the twentit-is called) is responsible for helping visiting journalists to
third Annual Meeting on Intensive Care, which 1 070see the best sights in South Australia and to enjoy the quality
delegates attended; the Library and Information Associatiodestinations that we have to offer.

National Conference, which 940 delegates attended; and the The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Australian Foundry Institute Conference, which 640 delegates The Hon. J. HALL: Yes. | might mention some of the
attended. These delegate figures exclude the many partnepsality destinations in a moment, but I think that some of the
and spouses who accompany the delegates and who regularysults of the Famils activity are particularly important. Over
spend a lot of money in our State; we are very pleased thahis period to which | refer, 20 significant stories relating to
they shop at our brilliant shops and visit a number of ourSouth Australia have been published in newspapers such as
quality tourist destinations. the Sydney Morning Heraldthe New Straits Time$rom

The centre has bookings for conventions and exhibitionSingapore; thédustralian Way(the Qantas in-flight maga-
extending through to July 2010, which clearly demonstrategine); theYummymagazine from Taiwan, with which | am
the value of the Adelaide Convention Centre and the vergure members are familiar; théekkon Piaand theMaple
special position it has in our market. But, the achievementmagazine from Japan; and tBasiness Travellemagazine,
have not stopped there. Recently, the Adelaide Conventiowhich is widely read throughout the Asia Pacific region.
Centre was named as one of the world’s top 10 conventiofhese stories have featured many major tourist destinations
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with particular focus on Kangaroo Island and the Barossavorth of a child and it is difficult to speak of monetary value

Valley (in which the member for Schubert would be particu-in relation to child abuse and neglect. However, it is neces-

larly interested) and have concentrated on our internationallgary to place child abuse in this context in order to see the

acclaimed food and wine. true economic and financial cost to the community and so the
One of the stories that has been featured looks at thill extent of the problem.

number of honeymoon destinations that are available in South |, this most comprehensive and thorough analysis, it is

Australia. | am not sure whether any members are particularlys egled that, in responding to known instances of child abuse

interested ir_1 that story, but | can pass it on to those who arg,q neglect in 1995-96, the South Australian Government
These stories have enormous value for our State: they

. - ; ent $41.4 million; on top of that, responding to abuse and
increase tourism potential as they are seen to have moFéglect not reported as such was calculated to cost

credibility than paid advertising—and | am sure that we cang .18 million, a total the authors conservatively estimate at
understand why. $52 million. However, that is just the start. The report also
I am told that, if this space were purchased for the purposgy|cylates the economic value of State provided services
of advertising, the estimated cost would be more thaReateq to child death, disability, injury and later life prob-
$9 mllllon. That is quite extraordlnary.l The estimate on whichjgyg including difficulty in parenting. This may bring the
this is based takes that up to $27 million worth of coveraggota| cost closer to $345 million a year in South Australia.
of South Australia as a tourist destination. | think it is worth\ynether that reflects the full monetary cost is not the issue.
repeating that th_eltourism and hospitality industry is worthy/nilst the monetary cost is very high, the real cost is in
more than $2billion a year to this State and currently man terms, in the loss of feelings of love and security, self

employs more than 40 000 people. There are a number Qfqrth faith and, sometimes, significant potential.
brochures available, which | am sure would be of interest to

many members, regarding the enormous career opportunities Although based on South Australian data, the situation is
that are available to young people who want to enter th@0t likely to be different in any other Australian State or
tourism and hospitality industry. | am happy to provide I€rmtory. Therefore, the report provides a sound case for all
brochures to any member who is interested, because they [§'Stralian Governments and the community to do more to
more than 50 occupations in this dynamic industry. support and nurture family life. This is one of those reports
The Hon. R.B. Such interjecting: which hold aspects of our community up to a mirror and,
The Hon. J. HALL: 1am sure that the member for Fisher WNilSt some may want to turn away from what they see, the

is very interested, because he has a large percentage of odﬁ shame lies in not responding. The umbrella _structure of
peoprl)é— gep geoty the newly-formed Department of Human Services offers

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. opportunities to do more for groups and people in need by

The Minister is no longer answering the substance of th&°MPining the resources and knowledge of all areas of the
question on any definition department. Very briefly, | would like to inform the House

The SPEAKER: | would have thought the substance of [t Parenting SA, an excellent example of primary preven-
the question was a little vague in the first place and nopﬁn’ ci)ndtlnues(';((Jj'lge fu?(éeld qt||$50? 0310 aghe.fg a;,ndtwi.have
specific. | ask the Minister to draw her remarks to a close. g ocate a? S] |\|/8na . mi Igncﬁ'lde y IH r(?telc I?hn

The Hon. J. HALL: | did not hear your comment, Mr ervices at the womens an ridren's Rospial, the
Speaker. Flinders Medical Centre and the Northern and Southern

The SPEAKER: The actual wording of the question was CAMHS_' _
such that the Chair was having some difficulty with its ~ Continued funding of the Commonwealth funded Parent-

specificity. ing Network Program and the Southern Home Visiting
The Hon. J. HALL: | am happy to bring my remarks to Program is maintaining the home visiting services, which
a close. have a well documented positive impact on the wellbeing of

The SPEAKER: | point out that, in asking questions’ |t famllleS W|th young Ch”dren OffICEI’S Of the Department Of
is important that members make sure that the questions aféuman Services are continually evaluating priorities in

specific. | think that particular question lacked specificity. relation to prevention of child abuse. I intend to seek Federal
funding for a major child abuse prevention trial in this State.

Members who read the report will hear, and want to heed, the
hidden voices of children throughout. | commend the report
to the House for thoughtful consideration by Government, the
Opposition and the broader community.

CHILD ABUSE

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
Services):l seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted. _ _ The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Today | bring to the attention  Hoyse note grievances.
of the House a report on ‘The Economic Cost of Child Abuse
and Neglect in South Australia’, the first research attempted Ms KEY (Hanson): | refer to a company in the electorate
in Australia to estimate the total cost to the community ofof Hanson, Castalloy Manufacturing Pty Ltd. On 28 August
child abuse and neglect. The research was conducted heretftis year, | wrote to the Environment Protection Authority
South Australia by Vivien Hazel, then Senior Researchwith Mr Steve Georganas, who was the Labor candidate for
Officer with the Office for Families and Children, and the late Hindmarsh, requesting information with regard to Castalloy

Dr Harry McGurk of the Australian Institute for Family Manufacturing’s renewal of an environment authorisation.
Studies. There is no measure precious enough to value the letter states:

GRIEVANCE DEBATE
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You would no doubt be aware that residents in the Camden Parkrew, who are very well recognised and well supported, are

Plympton and North Plympton areas have longstanding gonceReen to regain it.Sunboat 2 which was designed and
regarding pollutants arising from the operation of industry locate

along Mooringe Avenue, North Plympton. These concerns includ€onstructed by students and staff at Prince Alfred College in
possible adverse health effects associated with exposure to atmdidelaide, utilises our most natural energy resource, the sun.
pheric contaminants, noise levels and noxious odours. Many of these The background t8unboat &tarted on 1 January 1993,

concerns relate specifically to Castalloy’s operations. With th , -
environmental authorisation granted to the company under t&yhen PAC's Sunboat 1completed the 2 000 kilometre

Environmental Protection Act 1993 currently under review wejourney at the Murray mouth, having battled shocking
believe there is an important opportunity for the authority to ensuraveather conditions for many weeks. The designers had
that the concerns of residents are addressed. As we understand it, i¢hieved the goal of setting a new world record, and checks

company has in place a voluntary environment improvement, . - :
program which was developed in conjunction with the authority.{NIth the Shell Book of Firststhe Guinness Book of Records

However, because this environment improvement program was n&nd other sources at the time indicated taboat Jand its
a condition of the initial authorisation, and is in effect the privatecrew achieved the goal with three records: the first, the

property of the company, details of the program are not available tfongest trip on an inland waterway by a solar powered boat;

the community. ; .
We believe this lack of transparency is totally inappropriate an he second, the largest solar powered boat in the world; and

is in fundamental conflict with the community’s right to know. While the third, the first solar powered catamaran to be designed
legislative reform in this area is clearly warranted, it seems to us thaand constructed in Australia. In March 1993, Prince Alfred
in the short term the authority can facilitate the community’s rightCollege was presented with an Advance Australia award at

to know in respect of environmental pollutants generated bysqoyernment House for its work in the development of solar
Castalloy by requiring the company to have an environment ower

improvement program as a specific condition of its ongoing
environmental authorisation. Our reading of the legislation is thatthe Mr Atkinson: |s that your old school?

authority has the power to do this under section 45(3) of the Act. We .
also understand that copies of the environmental improvement The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Yes, and | am very proud of

program would then be available to the community either directlylt- | am very proud that I am an old scholar of Prince Alfred
from the authority or through freedom of information legislation. College but | am even more proud of the fact that these

In addition to the community’s right to know we believe it is plokes from Prince Alfred College, with members of the staff,

essential that the authority impose, as a condition of the environs ; Py :
mental authorisation, a requirement that Castalloy identify th';have been able to achieve a significant goal, and | wish them

atmospheric pollutants produced as a result of its industriafll the very best in regaining the world record.
processes. This should constitute an integral component of the The success and interestSnnboat encouraged Prince
Smaspheric polutants sessciated wiltihe-sompany's eperatons sired College staff and students to design and construct
identified it seems to us that its ability to effectively manage itsézléeunboat 2The prOjeCF 1S thq 'afges,t of [ts kind to be und(?r-
environmental responsibilities in this area would be serioushtaken by an educational institution in South Australia,
compromised. Australia and possibly the world. Sin&inboat 2vas first
We then asked to speak to appropriate persons from tHaunched, they have been able to carry out significant work
Environment Protection Authority to progress this mattemhich has now made the craft much more efficient power
further. As | said, | sent this letter on 28 August 1998. | havewvise and has increased by some 40 per cent its total power
rung the Environment Protection Authority a number ofcapacity. The boat that will be competing from next Saturday
times. | have left messages for both the CEO and thé now ranked as one of the most effective and efficient solar
Environment Protection Officer, Ms Maryann Woods, and afPowered boats in the world, and | believe it is great that these
this stage | have had no formal answer. The Western Suburig§holars from Prince Alfred College will be out promoting
Residents Environment Association has also tried to obtaitheir school and promoting, | would suggest, South Australia
a response on this matter to no avail. as a high-tech State. In a published book of electric crafts,
As aresult of lack of action on the part of the EPA, at theWhich was released recently in Belgium, the s§lanboat 2
Ninety-third Annual Convention of the ALP the following comes out very well indeed. | know that the Swiss are very

should say that the member for Peake very strenuousi@ut in front. I understand that Malaysia and Singapore are
seconded it: Showing considerable interest as well.

Convention declares its support for an amendment to the |would hope that all members of this House would wish
Environment Protection Act that would require any environmentthe crew and the staff who will accompany these young men

improvement program developed by a company with (or seekingyyery success as they aim to regain the world record. It is a
an Environment Protection Agency licence, or imposed by the

agency as a licensing condition, to be lodged with the agency and @€at effort on their part. What they have already achieved in
be made available to members of the public on request. the construction of the boat itself is significant, and | hope

In the short time available, | should also refer to informationthat all members of the House and all South Australians will
that has been made available to me recently fronjoin me in giving them the support they deserve as they leave

11 September 1996. at the weekend to regain the world record.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
has expired. Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): Hire cars should provide

a specialised service for weddings, funerals, birthdays,

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):In the short time  special events or even a special night out, but not as public
that | have available to me this afternoon I bring to the noticeransport. However, if the Government wants them to act as
of the House quite a feat that | hope will be achieved over theaxis, let it say so. Let the taxi industry know where it stands.
next couple of months. | wish well the crew 8ftinboat 2 Do not say one thing and do another. Do not say that you will
which is the Prince Alfred College solar powered boat angolice hire cars and then do nothing. Do not turn a blind eye
which will be leaving from Murray Bridge on Saturday, | to the erosion of a family’s income. A well known and
understand, in an attempt to regain a world record. Th@opular taxi company has asked its drivers to display stickers
previous record was broken in Sydney and, quite rightly, then their cabs that state:
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Blue Plate = Scab Cabs Pageant—but there was not one complaint; waiting times
Blue Plates = Cheap entry were down and hire car operators were not asked to act as taxi
Blue Plates = Erosion in income drivers. | urge the Government to reconsider its decision to
Blue Plates = Enough is enough

take money out of the pockets of taxi drivers who have gone
. . to a great deal of expense to establish their business. This
So, rather than listen to the cabbies’ last-ditch plea to thesgyernment is inconsiderate and has no idea of what is
Government, what did the Minister do? How did shenhappening to small business. As well as slugging cabbies
respond? She used Chubb security guards to intimidate aRgith an extra $1 000 tax on their motor registration, it is now
stand over cabbies in an attempt to remove these protestgking away their livelihood. What is next? Will the Govern-
When police officers used their successful sticker ‘Pay justicenent allow hire cars to be operated as taxis during the special
for our police’, the Government could not use standovek/g touring car event, over the Easter break, over the holiday
tactics; it had to wear them. However, the Government seRfeekends or one Sunday every month? Next, the taxi industry

security officers to intimidate the poor old cabbies. My office il| be slowly deregulated, and people who have paid over
has been inundated with contacts from distressed cabbies wi@50 000 for a taxi plate will lose that money.

fear what will happen to them if they exercise their demo-
cratic right—freedom of speech. | ask all taxi drivers to  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):| shall briefly respond
exercise their right proudly, to speak up and not to feato the member for Peake. | trust that when he was driving his
Ms Laidlaw’s attempts to stifle free speech. This Governmengaxi the ride was a little smoother than his performance just
has failed, and where it has failed Mike Rann, Carolynthen. | have great sympathy for taxi drivers, who | believe
Pickles and the Labor Party will succeed. work long hours for very little pay; it is a borderline payment
Earlier in debate some untruths were stated about a pregsterms of what they get as income. | think that our taxi
release issued by the Hon. Carolyn Pickles. The Labodrivers are excellent. They are front line ambassadors for
Opposition does not support an extension of hire car tradingsouth Australia. | sympathise with them in terms of the hours
| support hire car trading on New Year’s Eve, as | did lastthey put in and the rude, ignorant passengers (albeit a small
year. The new move by Minister Laidlaw to allow hire cars minority) with whom they have to deal.
to operate on 18 December between 4 p.m. and 8 a.m. is a On Saturday, | was privileged to attend the tenth anniver-
Liberal Government agenda. It has nothing to do with thesary of the Aberfoyle Hub Child Care Centre as it celebrated
Labor Opposition; we do not support it, and we will nevernot only its birthday but its expansion. | was pleased to be
support it. Hire cars should provide a specialised service—nahere with the Executive Director of the Children’s Services
do taxi work. Office, Dawn Davis, the Director of the kindergarten, Petah,
The two industries are not competing on a level playingChairperson Doris, and the parents and children. It is pleasing
field. If anything, the Liberal Government has tied theto see that we have high quality child care in that facility, and
cabby's hands behind his back, removed his wallet angiithin my area we also receive quality child care from both
passed it on to the hire car operators. To be fair, a largprivate and public providers. So, it was a good occasion and
proportion of hire car operators do the right thing. They, toopne in which | was pleased to be involved.
are sick and tired of seeing rogue hire car operators who scab | again make a plea to the Minister for Transport in
work away from taxis. In all this the scab hire car operatorgelation to the bus service from the Hub shopping centre to
have a willing ally: the Minister for Transport, the Hon. Marion shopping centre. The bus service has been very well
Ms Diana Vivienne Laidlaw. All that taxi drivers ask for is received and, as the Minister knows, it is very popular. | ask
a fair go—no special treatment, just fairness. If hire carhat, given its popularity, the Minister look kindly at extend-
operators want to perform as taxi drivers, make them pay thiag its hours of operation, especially on a Thursday night, so
same amount for a taxi plate and make them incur the samfat young people can access the extended shopping hours
expenses as taxi operators incur. and so that at other evening times people can access the
The Liberal Party has always prided itself on being thepicture theatres at Marion. | do commend the Minister on
Party of small business, but over 1 000 small business owneresponding to my request in relation to that service; it has
feel betrayed and let down by this Olsen Liberal Governbeen a great success.
ment—and rightly so. The burden has been left to the Rann | refer now to the banks and to their greedy approach to
Labor Party to lead in the area of public transport—and weustomers. The banks should be on notice, because | believe
will. Our shadow Minister, Ms Carolyn Pickles, does notthat they will receive a mighty backlash in the future, when
walk away from responsibility but welcomes it. We have awe will see a move back to cooperatives and other forms of
Leader who is in regular contact with taxi drivers, who listensfinancial services because the banks have just become
to their concerns and who takes their ideas seriously. Labaapacious and greedy. The banks are on notice that if they do
listens: the Liberals are deaf. not their mend their ways the Australian people will express
We hear about people queuing to wait for taxis. On theheir frustration and hostility by choosing alternatives.
morning of the Christmas Pageant over 500 000 SoutiMembers may not be aware, but the Bendigo Bank is offering
Australians witnessed a great event, and there was not omeservice to local communities whereby the community owns
complaint about the waiting time for taxis. Not everyonethe bank. The Bendigo Bank provides all the franchise
could have driven their car into the city; not everyone wasnformation and technical detail to operate a bank. That
dropped off by a relative; not everyone caught the bus oprocess, which | believe is being considered in the Virginia
train; not everyone caught a hire car into the city; and notrea right now, has proved to be very successful in Victoria.
everyone caught a taxi. There was not even one complainThe big operators had better watch out, because small
taxis coped very well. communities are fighting back, and people power will find
The day the Crows won their second premiership was thits expression in the establishment of locally franchised banks
busiest day in taxi history—busier than any New Year's Evesuch as that being established through the mechanism of the
busier than the Grand Prix and even busier than the Christm&endigo Bank.

Say ‘No’ to blue plates.
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| am often frustrated to hear of the ongoing Americanisathat, if enough pressure is brought to bear, industry can clean
tion of our culture. Whilst some members might not think itup its act.
important that we retain our language, | believe itis. Recent- Sally Kraft, Carla Rinaldi, Neil Sinkinson, Nathan Urch,
ly, I wrote to the Minister for Emergency Services, who, Odette Greening, Christian Neeson, Adam Elliott, Luke De
while | know that he is a good Minister, is perpetuating thisBoer, Griffin Burnes, Sean Walker, Daniel Gold, Daniel
term ‘wildfire’ instead of what we in Australia have always Siedel, Brendan Hughes, Chris McHugh, Adrian Lindner,
known as ‘bushfire’. We in Australia have bush, we haveJosh Booth, Kate, Bethany and Laura, A. Stubing, Josh
bushfires, and | believe that we should resist thisAnthony and Paul Johnson (I think, because | could not quite
Americanisation and the turning of our language into arread his signature) all gave me letters to bring into this place
offshoot of New York or Los Angeles. directed, as | said, in the main at the Bolivar sewage treat-

| am told by teachers that we are now talking aboutment works. | will share with the House some of their
‘clients’ in our schools and what they mean is pupils andcomments, which | think are very important. Kate, Bethany
students. People are talking about leading teachers, rathand Laura said:
than about people holding positions of seniority. The time is  we saw about the water pollution in the newspaper and we are
ripe to avoid that sort of Americanisation. The same applieslisgusted. We have been working our butts off all year to make our
to terms such as ‘home invasion’. The term ‘break and enteﬁgho?l gﬂ\grno dnwgr?é(;sv% ff\ilsg%%’tﬁg% gtt&%c\s\i/\(’% d%??h@gﬂimglggﬁé

H : . ) ‘ ’ abou .
was quite appropriate; ‘theft’ and ‘assault convey YVhatd ing 3z:md the sea is dirt); because of pollution. People like you
happened, and we do not need to use terms like ‘homghouid be paying $1 per litre of sewage, which is poured into St
invasion’. We should leave that in Hollywood and leave ourvincent Gulf each year! So that means you would be paying
culture alone so that we can at least preserve something th#t7 000 000 000, so how do you feel about that? From very angry
has developed over many hundreds of years. | make that pl€gheo! girls. . .
that the media, other commentators and people in position®shua Booth wrote:
of influence avoid going down the path of turning us intoa | am deeply concerned about the amount of sewage your
de factoAmerican satellite. company is dumping into the once beautiful and clean oceans.
) ) Sally Kraft and Carla Rinaldi said:

Ms RANKINE (Wright):  Today | want to share with If the problem is not fixed in the future not many people will

rFT)u;mbersS ahVISIIt | maﬁje Itto' the Goll‘dtehr(]a ?ng)r\]’e é—#:gf_r;‘n@vant to go to the beach on holidays.
rimary School recently. It is one o y isti )

private schools in my electorate that are collocated WitH‘UK,e De_ Boer wrote: i ]
public schools and working very well in sharing facilites '™ writing because | don’t want to grow up with a yucky water
there. My visit was hosted by the local pastor, Pastor Alex nV|ronm§nt. .
Stevenson. Whilst at the school | had the privilege to meefind Daniel Adams summed up very well by saying:

and talk to Mrs Gill Stevenson’s year 6 class. These students Please do something for us!

wanted to talk to me about a range of environmental issueghe Government embraces policies of user pays in many
and | have to say that | was extremely impressed by theifreas and yet shies away from polluter pays. What we have
level of research, their knowledge in the area and theito do is accept that there must be a balance but we must also
passion about our environment. We often refer to our childrestart putting a realistic value on clean air and clean water-
as the future generation. What these children made very clegjays. We have a responsibility to our children, children such
to me is that they are actually part of this generation. They args the Golden Grove Lutheran Primary School year 6 class,
particularly aware, they are involved and they realise that iind | want to congratulate them on their efforts. | have been
will be them and their children who have to deal with themore than happy to convey their views to this House today.
mess we are currently allowing to be made of our most
precious resources. Mr MEIER (Goyder): Today | ask the question of the

Whilst | was at the school the children presented me witiHouse: are Governments elected to govern? | had been under
a number of letters detailing their concerns about thesthe impression that elections were held to elect Governments
environmental issues. In particular, they addressed the issuasd that if the Party in question got a majority of members in
of the Bolivar and Glenelg sewage treatment works, BHP ithe Lower House it had every right to expect to govern and
Whyalla and the Pasminco smelter at Port Pirie. | was ableo implement the policies it had put forward at the election.
to share with them some of my experiences, as | had lived irlowever, it seems in light of the past Federal election that the
Port Pirie for 8%z years, and | was there when the issue of theules are changing, because we are finding at the Federal
lead decontamination program was at its height. | talked téevel that the Opposition Labor Party has decided that, just
them about the effects on the health of locals as well as theecause the Howard Government got a majority of seats in
pollution that occurred up there and how there was a reahe House of Representatives, that does not mean to say that
conflict, where the town was reliant, on the one hand, on job# can govern or that it can put through what it had advocated
from the smelter but, on the other hand, there was the conceduring the election campaign. | believe that that is absolutely
about the health of the workers and young children. disgraceful, and it is a bad reflection on the type of govern-

| have to say that during my time up there John Cornwallment that we are heading towards here in Australia.
then Labor Minister for Health, persisted with this excellent The Labor Party made a big issue of the fact that the
program against some strong local opposition which wasioward Government did not get 50 per cent of the vote. We
whipped up by people from many areas, particularly thosevell know with our two Party preferred vote that that can
with vested interests. The lead decontamination program isell be the case. In fact, it has happened time and again. The
now the envy of many areas and is a real tribute to Johkawke Government was one example where the Government
Cornwall. However, the program has shown that environdid not get 50 per cent of the vote. If | remember correctly,
mental issues can be dealt with without decimating awo Bannon Governments did not get 50 per cent of the vote,
community and without massive job loss. It has also showibut did that mean that we would say, ‘You are not elected to
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govern because you did not get 50 per cent of the vote’? Ofseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
course not. The Government was elected because it hadraHansardwithout my reading it.
majority of seats in the House of Representatives or, in our | eave granted.

case, the House of Assembly. o . o .
. L 5 . This Bill will enable authorised persons to exhibit a stop sign for
What is the situation in Canberra? Members will recalline purpose of requiring motorists to stop when sporting events are

that the Coalition did not only go to the people with a varietyin progress on public roads.

of policies: it put its head on the chopping block over one key ~ South Australia is endeavouring to host future major sporting
issue, that is, tax reform and the introduction of a goods anglvents. Some will involve competitions such as car rallies, cycle
services tax, the GST. The Liberal Government did not hidé&aces and marathons which will require the use of public streets and

it for one second. Whilst John Howard had said after theroads L . . . i
If events are of significant national or international profile, a

previous election that he would not introduce a goods angonsiderab_le number of personnel will be necessary for traffic
services tax in that period of office, come the last election hgontrol duties, such as preventing vehicles on side roads from
said, ‘All right, we have reassessed the position and we arentering onto the road being used by the race participants and
now going to put the GST forward as policy.” The Liberal Support vehicles. While police would normally perform these duties,
: he possible size of some of the events is likely to result in the
ng\éeaf[gr;e&jtti?a'fasa pk;ggaelrgjktoe}[g?(ec%ﬂ?ri\'lsvlf Iéirr:]i)\is tgesee @gm%glr_tpf personnel being well beyond reasonable police resource
» B ] pabilities.

that Australia benefited. By way of an example, a road cycle race commencing in the city

Now we have the Democrats, with a couple of Independand extending into the country for 150 kilometres could involve at
ents together with the Labor Party, deciding, ‘No, we wanteast 100 intersections and junctions. Police could control the major
he whole i ined. W d’ ; ’ h ! h ntersections for the 15 to 30 minutes that it may take the event to
the whole Issue re-examined. We don't care what the peopigass, put may not have the resources to stop the traffic from the
of Australia said. We don't care that they gave you a majoritymany minor side roads. In order for these events to proceed safely,
of seats in the House. That's totally irrelevant.’ This is aadditional assistance will be essential.
tragedy of the first order. The Bill will enable traffic marshals to be temporarily appointed

. " fo assist police to control traffic during such events. During the
The second matter on which the Coalition went to theevent, the marshals would be required to stop traffic approaching the

people in no uncertain terms was the fact that it would givenain sporting route from side streets by displaying a hand held stop
a 30 per cent rebate to people who took out private healtkign. Existing powers to control traffic under tR@ad Traffic Act
insurance. Why? Simply because private health insurers haggre considered too broad for this duty, as were the powers of
been decreasing progressively. The Labor Party, the Liber§Pecial constables under tRelice Act 1952

; PR The powers conferred by the Bill are similar to those currently
Party and the National Party all said, ‘We have to doapplicable at pedestrian crossings and road works, where manually

something to try to help the_- health system.’ We hear it_ in thi%perated stop signs are used by authorised persons.

House from the shadow Minister for Health often asking for = te gijl provides for the Minister to authorise the traffic marshals
more money. If the private sector is going to lose more andnd to impose conditions such as to wear personal identification
more people who have private health insurance, who pickand/or uniforms, thereby allowing clear identification of marshals.
up the bill? The Government does. The Bill makes it an offence to disobey a stop signal given by an

L . fauthorised traffic marshal. Depending on circumstances, traffic mar-
One way around it is to try to increase the number ofshals may advise traffic to wait or to take an alternative route.
people who will take out private health insurance. All  The Bill also rectifies an inconsistency in offences for which
incentives so far in the past, whether Labor or Liberal, havelemerit points are incurred. Offences for a driver failing to comply
failed. So, here is a new system. It would have been easier v@?g;f_tgi g{fe:éltponns 04{ i’i(fg_?g:?gfnmfg}e 50“'(;?_20;%? ﬁg%?cf?gﬁg 79
; ; : i sections irections for regulati i

provide a;tax deductlc_)n, but who would haye beneflted.moiduty to obey police instructions notwithstanding the existence of
from that~ .The wealthiest would have benefited most, withoUatfic control device) incur 3 demerit points. The Bill amends
any question at all. People on $20 000 would hardly havechedule 3 of theMotor Vehicles Act 19590 include similar
benefited at all, but people on $50 000 or $100 000 would@ffences under sections 33 (road closing and exemptions for road
nave benefied enormously So. this 30 per cent rebate on (L) 3 3 o2t cloa for mergery uee 1y sveald of e
total amount you pay is the method that the Coalition has pu§ neme.
forward. Again we have the Labor Party and the Democrats
saying, ‘Oh, no; we want to rethink this. It is irrelevant what Clause 1: Short title
the people of Australia had to say; it is irrelevant that they ;e 2: Amendment of s. 23— Stop signs exhibited by author-
elected you to govern for another three years because Wgxd persons
think we know better. We will disregard the democraticthe amendment enables persons authorised by the Minister to
system we have; we will not allow you to implement the exhibit stop signs for the purpose of requiring drivers to stop before
policies that you so clearly outlined and put forward duringentering a part of a road closed to traffic under section 33 of the
the election campaign.” It is a tragedy of the first order andPrincipal Act (which deals with road events). The amendment
N h h ’ d h " ! Specifically contemplates conditions requiring authorised persons to
It Is time that c langes were made to the system of goveriear identification or a uniform or both.
Irge(;]ltswe have in Australia, at both the Federal and State Clause 3: Amendment of s. 78—Duties at stop signs

vels.

Explanation of Clauses

The amendment creates the offence of failing to stop at a stop sign
exhibited in the circumstances described above.

ROAD TRAFFIC (ROAD EVENTS) AMENDMENT SCHEDULE Amendment of Motor Vehicles Act 1959
BILL The Schedule amends thotor Vehicles Acko as to impose
demerit points in respect of the offences of failing to comply with
Second reading. directions of a police officer where a road is closed for a road event

(s.33) or emergency use by aircraft (s.34). Demerit points will also

- be applicable for the offence of failing to stop at a stop sign under
The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human new section 78(2c) of thRoad Traffic Act

Services):I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time. Ms STEVENS secured the adjournment of the debate.
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SHOP TRADING HOURS (MISCELLANEOUS) lobbied me in my new capacity as the shadow industrial
AMENDMENT BILL affairs spokesperson for our Party, suggesting that Sunday
trading should not go ahead in the city.
Adjourned debate on second reading. | would like to put in context the response the Labor Party
(Continued from 18 November. Page 286.) has had with regard to the shopping hours debate. As

members would be aware, Minister Armitage announced in

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | call the Deputy Leader, the march 1998 that there would be a review into shopping
member for Hanson. hours. It was interesting that nothing really started to be
firmed up until after the Federal election. There was a lot of
A . > . 4 I discussion certainly amongst the different trading associations
for industrial affairs, Sir; I have not risen to the heights that, g \ el as retailers and the ‘holy consumers’ about why it was

you suggested. . _ . taking so long to do a review of shop trading hours and why
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chair was not suggesting e had to wait until after the Federal election to find out what

that you had. the Government’s position would be.

Ms KEY: In looking at the Bill today, | \.N.OU!d first like | will outline some of the responses that the Opposition
to raise some cover-all points of the Opposition’s unders'[andﬁas had on this issue. In a letter to me dated 23 September

ing of the intention of this Bill. From the Bill before us, our _, - .
understanding is that the Adelaide or central business distrithrlﬁe?ar’ a Ms McLean of Holden Hill Foodtown Pty Ltd

area will be open until 9 p.m. from Monday to Friday; that

the metropoian shapping areas wil e openuntil 7pm. o, 195 624 S LS ear S0 Y Soneers © 1ose
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and that late r"g@eregulation of shopping hours. You have heard all the arguments

shopping on Thursday will continue; that metropolitan shopggainst the Government's proposal and how it will affect the
will now be able to open on the four Sundays beforemajority of small businesses and help the major chains to gain more

Christmas to alleviate some of the community’s responsibiﬁcontl’ol, meanwhile sending their profits out of our State. | heard you

e : P n radio speaking in opposition to deregulation and would like to
ties in respect of Christmas shopping; that on Holy Saturdagend, for your information, information about the market share that

or Easter Saturday (depending on how you look at it) shopgajor chains already enjoy and again point out deregulation will
will be closed next year but will be open for trading until increase their share to the detriment of the independent and family
5 p.m. in the year 2000; and that Boxing Day (26 Decemberpusinesses who are the largest employers of South Australians and
will now become a shopping day. whose profits stay in our State.

There are also some anomalies in the Bill with regard to The fact that the Government wanted submissions by last Easter
nd promised a decision by June at the latest shows their complete

the changes that we have seen with llocal'governmelﬁsregard for the welfare and well-being of small businesses and the
amalgamations and also some clarification with regard t@ressure and uncertainly the delay is placing on the whole industry.
non-exempt employers, including those in the motor vehiclePlease keep up the fight to make the Government see it would be a
boat trailers, caravan and trailer areas. Also, the Bill seeks tgSastrous move to deregulate or extend Sunday trading as it has
address local government areas and also the suburbs w t?_r‘la;r:]?ther States and in country areas. Yours sincerely, Helen
metropolitan shopping provisions, to define the metropolitan . ) . .
shopping district. We sought information from the public on the shopping hours
It is interesting to note that in the Bill's second readingiSSu€ in & couple of ways. The first was to have a phone-in
explanation the emphasis seems to be on delivery to custordySt after Minister Armitage announced that there would be
ers. | hope that the customers or the people out in th@ review into shop_plng hours, and I\_N|II report briefly on the
community take this in line with what the Government is '€sponse we received from the public on a Sunday afternoon
looking to do with public facilities, particularly ETSA, and in April, when 509 people rang in. Many of us from this
wonder whether this emphasis on customers is really shofouse staffed the phones. Some 78 callers (15.3 per cent)
lived and a bit of a hypocritical position on the part of theang in support of a further extension of trading hours; and
Government. Needless to say, Labor has always beetPme 431 (84.7 per cent) were opposed.
opposed to Sunday trading, and it is heartening to see that this We put people into three major categories. Seven retailers
Bill will not introduce Sunday trading in the suburbs. We out of 171 were in favour of weekend shopping hours. Of 242
have believed for a long time that Sunday trading will putconsumers, only 70 people were in favour, and of workers in
further pressure on shop assistants, small retailers and théite industry only one out of 96 supported the proposed
families, and we do not believe that Sunday trading will bringchanges to weekend shopping hours. In addition to the phone
any greater economic benefit to the State. in, at Easter this year | asked organisations to write to me, fax
We were quite concerned when the Brown Liberalme or ring me with their views on shopping hours so that |
Government broke its election promise of 1993 on this issu#ould get feedback from people in South Australia about
and introduced Sunday trading in the city because, althougffieir views.
it broke its promise, we were promised at the time that in | received over 300 submissions from different associa-
conjunction with this the community would benefit from jobs tions or representative bodies (I like to think of them as
and also a tourist bonanza. Although | was not in the Housemployer unions) and small businesses. | received 20
at that time | have gone througdtensardand looked at the submissions from employees (some from the same company
rhetoric that was put forward by the Government, and it doeadmittedly, but | was quite impressed to see that these people
not seem as if most of the predictions have come to fruitionhad bothered to take the time to write to me about this issue).
which is unfortunate. I received four submissions from landlords from metropolitan
We can certainly look at the hundreds of jobs lost from thebased shopping centres, members of the public (as they called
retail area, and John Martin's is an example; that hardlfhemselves), eight submissions from retail chains and three
seems to be a result of good times in the city with Sundagubmissions from owners of car yards, one being in a country
trading. Needless to say, it exists, and people have noegion. Three jewellers also wrote to me to say that they had

Ms KEY (Hanson): | am the shadow Minister responsible
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concerns with the extension of trading hours, particularly ofThe letter goes on. Many concerns have been raised by
Sundays. Paddy’s Market. A final quote from the letter from Market

I received a number of fantastic submissions into whicHnvestments refers to Victoria, as follows:
many people put a lot of time to express their views on the The results of deregulated trading hours in Victoria are well

issue of shopping hours. Time does not permit me to reagocumented and a good indicator of expected results in South

; p ustralia. We cannot possibly expect to gain from the removal of
them all, but | W.'" Tefer o some of '.[he major ones. | am thousands of full-time jobs to be replaced by hundreds of part-time
talking of submissions of five or six pages long. Someps.

employee submissions were one page letters, but a numbgy;q jsq e is raised in a number of submissions to the
O.f companies ?mtﬂu"g. a ctom[,i/tlallgwg lclaoit?llpn th'fSE'S.s%e' T&pposition with regard to not only the number of jobs that
%geemexaf"\}\? e,tf'eled S'Lec or, tr au tMI Ips, 0 otnct Senmay be lost but also the type of jobs that workers in the retail

wellers of Westi oppingtown at viarion, wrote to M&p, q,stry will be expected to endure—more part-time, casual
on 6 April 1998 as follows:

and temporary work. This is of great concern to the Opposi-
| am very concerned that the efforts of big business to influencé¢ion.
to the South Australian Government to grant them open slather inthe | haye a number of submissions and will not read them all,

marketplace. Seven day unlimited trading will destroy the last an . : .
only concession or advantage that enables small business to comp%fét will quote a couple more. Salisbury Toyota took the time

against the powerful and influential big retailers, while providing usto Write to their member of Parliament, the Hon. Jennifer
with convenient, friendly and personal service. | believe the majoRankine, the member for Wright, as follows:
traders already enjoy the following advantages: much lower rent per Dear Jennifer

square metre; lower wholesale prices; few leasing restrictions; lower I am writing to you as a concerned motor vehicle dealer in the

wage structuring [although | question that]; kickbacks from h : : : :

manufacturers; lower ETSA charges; fees to put products on shelve%l;?%cg?;%grv}/r::%];tr&?gg:g%ms %@gfésheggggg‘x iﬂi‘gﬁ%"fvr"(')r'},a}{g

and, there are probably more. . ) _existing site for 14 years and currently has a staff of 42 people. Itis
Further, | am sure that South Australian prices, the lowest ihur group’s considered opinion that any extension of trading hours,

Australia, will rise to Sydney and Melbourne levels if the increasetgther than those currently in place, will result in:

competition engendered by only six days trading is taken away. Why 1. Ng increased volume;

aren’t Sydney or Melbourne the cheapest if seven day trading is said 5. Higher operating costs;

to lead to increased spending activity? Already we are experiencing 3 [ ower calibre personnél'

less places to shop for groceries as small supermarkets are pusheds  pramatic impact on staff.

to the wall by the overwhelming might of the big trader. That means .

less choice and hence less competition, leading more surely # continues:

Increases In prices. Seven day trading will no doubt shift the focus from Monday to

The public of South Australia will be disadvantaged and the Staté&riday to Saturday and Sunday requiring all our staff to work
further disadvantaged by the loss of local business investment amdeekends. Sure, we can offer rostered times off between Monday to
the surge of profit leaving this State. Deregulation will prove to beFriday, but what would be the social implications for employees and
anti-competitive. All our small businesses will be devalued byfamilies? One of the reasons for extended trading is to satisfy tourism
deregulation and that means a further loss to the South Australian South Australia. | can only wonder how many tourists would
economy. Business agents will be out of business. If 73 per cent gfurchase a vehicle while on holidays?

5000 respondents to the recent Channel 9 survey say ‘No’ t .
extendingphours, why would any Government go agains)t/ this_ 3t refers to the example of Western Australia, where deregula-

clear majority wish? As our elected representatives we expect yolion has certainly not been of any assistance to the retail or
to say ‘No’ to further deregulation and so save South Australia frommotor trade industries. A questionnaire of members of the

further financial and job losses. We have lost too much already. Motor Trade Association asked, ‘Do you support the

| also received, amongst many submissions, a letter frorf@xtension of trading hours, particularly on Sundays?’
Market Investments South Australia Pty Ltd, Main North Overwhelmingly, the Motor Trade members did not support

Road Pooraka, signed by Mr Tony Scaffidi, the market ownefn €xtension of trading hours, particularly on Sundays.
and manager. He states: The Leader of the Opposition also received a letter dated

L 14 April from Councillor John C. Rowley, who contacted the
As the owner/manager of Paddy’s Market | believe itis my dutyélg

to express my feelings regarding the intended changes to sho eader on behalf_ of rqtepayers n Hlndme}rsh and Gawler
trading hours and how it affects large businesses and small busine¥ard of the Adelaide City Council. It states:
ses. Small businesses typically survive on a low capital base with a There is a very serious concern if shopping hours were to be
requirement to make reasonable profits in order to keep trading ofleregulated by Parliament. The loss to the city retailers would be
aweek by week, month by month or, if they are lucky enough, yeadisastrous for those who trade within the square mile of Adelaide.
by year basis. Larger companies have the ability to negotiate lowhe flow-on effect would leave the city, on weekends, a desert which
rentals, cheaper advertising and good purchasing prices, giving thewould be ruinous to both the Adelaide City Council, the city and the
an advantage over small traders. State in general. My ratepayers urge you to vote and give the city an
Our concern is that the total deregulation of trading hours forextension of five years duration before we review the shopping hours
these larger companies will result in the loss of many small traderggain.

through closure, liquidation and bankruptcy. This will reduce| pejieve a number of members received a letter dated 24 June

alternatives available to customers and ultimately lead to a . .
increased cost of goods as competition diminishes. We <:urrenti%\998 from Deane Maxwell, Foodtown Committee Chairman.

have approximately 80 small businesses occupying the markef\gain, | quote briefly from this letter:
WhICh we be“eve are in thl’eat |f ShOppIng hOUI’S are deregulated Foodtown Operators are Very Concerned as to the pOSSIb|e
Over the years, following the introduction of Saturday afternoonoutcome of the inquiry into trading hours in this State and to that end
trading, the number of customers visiting the market on a Saturdalyave sent the attached letter to the Premier, the Hon. John Olsen. We
slowly eroded to about half the previous figures enjoyed by Paddy’son’t seek special consideration. In fact, we only want to retain the
Market. In line with these figures some traders have reported atatus quas that is really what is best for the majority of retailers
downturn in trade on their Saturday figures since the introduction oand customers who currently enjoy the cheapest prices in Australia.
Saturday afternoon trading. The market has been able to continiith an economic cloud hanging over Australia, now is not the time
trading as the numbers of individuals visiting the market on a Sundago compromise our futures by providing alternative trading condi-
dropped only slightly over the years. In the past three yearsions which a minority of traders admit will significantly assist
however, this has changed and we find the trading to be of a mothem—but at our and the State’s expense. Please consider the future
fragile nature. of SA based businesses, the profits we retain and the jobs we create.
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Mr Brad Silby of Toyworld also took the time to send a 4. To recommend a reasonable and fair retail trading hours
submission to the Opposition and it is very much to the point. environment for food and wide range variety retailers.
It was sent to the Opposition but was originally sent to Background.

A ; ; ; ; Clark’s Foodland have been family retailers in South Australia
Minister Armitage under his survey and review of ShOppIngsince 1942. General manager of 15 years, Steve Clark, is a graduate

hours. Mr Silby writes: of Roseworthy Agriculture College. . . My work history includes

Sales will not increase. People only have so many disposabléree years liquor store management with Coles Myer. | consider that
dollars to spend in the retail environment. All that will occur is the Clark’s Foodland are progressive, independent retailers with a good
spread of that spend over a greater time frame. Costs will increassupermarket ‘offer’ in towns in which we operate. We employ 300
Staff will be required to cover the extra hours to be open. In the shofpeople in country South Australia.

term more employment. In the long term, unemployment will .. : e
increase as more small businesses have to face bankruptcy becal@ﬂs extensive submission goes on to refer to the cost to

of the greater costs for over and above extra staffing. tourism and extensions to trading hours. To summarise my
Lifestyle: unions, political Parties and other organisations alwaysontribution, | refer to the recommendations that were put

push for better conditions. Well, what about the retailer and personfprward to the retail trading hours review, as follows:
involved in retail? Obviously, the current mood does not respect their . . .
situation. that the best possible restrictive measures be put in place or

Country centres: in many country centres retail is 5% days emain in place to prevent large store dominance of the retail cash
week. It works. Check Port Lincoln—only three to four stores openflow in this State; _ ,
Thursday night. _that the Government take a balanced, responsible, community

The winners: the winners from this will only be the major players Spirited look at the maintenance of the strength of small and medium
(eg Westfields). The owners of sites in large complexes will still beSized business in our State;
hurt. The above mentioned headings, coming into force for them. that the Government make a decision to keep control of the
However, the centre owners will no doubt push for greater rentstrading hours regulations (unlike the Kennett Government which
once again hurting the small bloke. Have you checked the Victoriaghose not to assume any control of trading hour issues and the
situation? Most small businesses have suffered. associated economic and social tragedies);

In conclusion, | ask you to consider how many handbags, socks, that decisions reflect the views of the public. A recent Riverland
shoes, toys, shirts, ornaments, CDs, videos, electrical goods cartedevision poll found that 67 per cent of Riverlanders were against
family afford to buy and put in their home? How many families in the deregulation of trading hours;
business do you want to destroy? that Government consider the livelihood of Clark's Foodland
| also received a letter dated 6 April from Rex Chidley of Work force (petition enclosed).

Foodland, the Mighty South Aussies, regarding deregulatioAs | said, | will not refer to those names in detail at this stage.
of shopping hours. He writes: And as | said at the beginning of my speech, the Opposition

Everyone knows that the amount of dollars that can be spent bas always adopted the policy of supporting small business
consumers is finite and shops being open longer hours will in no wagnd giving battlers a fair go. We certainly support workers

increase this amount of dollars. So the push by the corporate chaingd the people who are having difficulties in our community.

and multi nationals to have extended trading hours has absolute .
nothing to do with customer convenience but their motive is solely! €Y @r€ the people whom we represent; they are the people

to increase their share of the ‘cake’ to the detriment of the real smalivh0, in the main, support the Labor Party. The Opposition
business sector. Their claims to increase jobs will be more thahas always had a position with regard to not extending

counterbalanced by the loss of jobs in the small business sector. gunday trading. A number of the submissions that | read out

deregulated hours are to become law there is no doubt that the lar ; . e :
Westfield regional centres will have a devastating effect on both th%t?npllfy the position of the Opposition in this regard.

CBD and local shopping centres. Local centres will need a certain  There has been a lot of confusion, particularly about
amount of trade to keep their doors open and if there is deregulate8unday trading. As | said earlier, we were told at one stage
qupﬁ'”%lthese Clert‘t“?sbw”.' only be ‘]ﬂ.set‘lj fortrt]e ;h'?gf? thedy_ftorglcl’fthat there would be no Sunday trading, but then the Liberals
which will see a |ot oT businesses, Tirstly, put off staff ana It wi . : :
inevitably lead to closures. whe_n they f|rst_ got into government introduced Sunday
. . . . . trading in the city. We were promised a bonanza of jobs.
Again, this letter refers to the experience in Victoria. It\ynat we have seen so far is jobs going down the tube rather
concludes: than more jobs being created. A fair bit of concern and
To cater for those consumers who declare that they need moigassion has been levelled at the Government by consumers

time to shop may | suggest that the suburban shopping centres op ;
to 7 p.m. on Monday to Friday with definitely no Sunday trading. 8Rd some retailers.

To a certain extent, the Bill before us does take some notiCﬁ:]e
of Foodland’s position. Clark’s Foodland (head office ho
Vaughan Terrace, Berri, South Australia) wrote a significan
submission to the Leader of the Opposition, Mike Rann, an ; - : : .
also attached (unfortunately, in photocopy form) a number o 5 April. The first article, headed ‘Industry group divided on

signatures opposing extended trading and deregulation Opopplng'hours , States: ) )
shopping hours in South Australia. A key industry group has cautiously backed away from its
. . previous public call for deregulated shopping hours in South
I will not do as the Government normally does, that is, pystralia. The Property Council of Australia has refused to state
read them all out and give all their details: | am sure that the@ublicly whether it wants extensions to trading hours or Sunday
Minister has probably seen this submission in any case. It ishopping in the suburbs. At the close of submissions to a State
an impressive document, and | want to make a couple (ﬁ_overnment review into the issue yesterday, the council’s Executive
ints in relation to th 'b P hich states: irector, Mr Brian Moulds, said the group had been ‘unable to reach
points in refation to the submission, which states. a single position’. The council's membership was split on this
Aims of this submission. issue—as it ranged from large regional centres to small shops and
1. To demonstrate that chain supermarkets and wide range vari D property interests—and members had been called on to put
retailers (public companies) are currently trading with manytheir own cases to the review, Mr Moulds said. ‘This transfers the

| would like to make a couple of further points regarding
public reaction to the shopping hours debate. Just after the
pping hours review was instigated by the Government,
o articles appeared on page 15 of tAeévertiser of

unfair advantages over small and medium sized retailers.  ~ difficulty in finding a consensus to the Government and | think the
2 Todemonstrate the high cost to the community of large shoppingovernment will find that difficult,’ he said.
centre dominance. In another submission, the South Australian Employers Chamber

3. Toillustrate the negative effect on tourism large shopping centref Commerce and Industry called for immediate deregulation of
dominance has. shopping hours in the CBD and phased-in deregulation in the
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suburbs over five years. . . About 100 separate submissions hatkeir leases. As | have said, at this stage | have decided to
been sent [by 15 April to the Government on this issue]. take further counsel on some of the proposals that | thought
In a letter to the Editor in thé\dvertiserof the same day ©f putting forward, and perhaps that can be debated at another
entitled ‘Something Wrong with the System’, Ms Dianne time. N . _ _
Hammat of Port Lincoln states: So, the Opposition will support the Bill, subject to the
Having read the numerous articles regarding deregulation Offl_mendment that will be moved under the Re_tall and Commer-
shopping hours, I would like to point out that, unfortunately, manycial Leases Act by the member for Ross Smith and the debate
people are often not aware of the factors which determine the saléiat ensues, and subject also to questions that other members

price of goods. If small and large retailers had similar trading termsgnd | will want to ask in Committee about the details of the
discrepancies that people perceive would be minimised. Supermagi”_

kets enjoy several advantages—Ilower rent per square metre, low

purchasing price, preferential treatment from manufacturers, fees to . .

put products on their shelves and a wholesale sales tax advantage The Hon. G.A. INGERSON  (Bragg): | take this
leading to significant price differences. opportunity to congratulate the Government and the Minister

As awholesaler,_ | often see supermarkets selling a wide rangen dealing with a very difficult issue. There has been an
of goods to the public cheaper than | can buy them sales tax exem@quiry into shop trading hours probably every 10 years, and

direct from the manufacturer. There has to be something wrong wit . . :
a system which allows this to occur. Reduced turnover for delis, du very Minister who has been involved—whether Liberal or

to loss of early morning and Saturday afternoon trade, means highéabor—would have been very happy to pass it off to another
prices as the same overheads remain—mortgage, rent, electricifylinister to handle, mainly because of the issues that arise in

etc., but there are fewer profits being made to pay them. This wilthjs matter. The most difficult issue is the balance between
escalate even more with deregulation. Since deregulation began

Victoria, the failure rate of small business has increased by 65 petﬂe 5”.‘""” and the large businesses, the small and the large
cent. shopping centres, and the employees and the consumers. So,

If the Government is serious in addressing the shopping hours ilf is & fairly lively group of people to deal with. | forgot to
this State, perhaps it could also address the above irregularities saention another group, namely, Oppositions, which always
that all retailers can compete on a fair basis. How will the demise ofaye a view on this issue different from that of Government,

smaller corner stores affect you as far as convenience and perso e .
service is concerned and where will you ‘book up’ in an emergenc %md itis always a political potato—usually very hot—and one

Will those ‘cheaper goods’ be that much cheaper after you've paidhat requires a lot lengthy debate. o
for petrol to go to a supermarket for the item you forgot to buy ~ One of the most interesting issues about this piece of

earlier? Many small businesses will feel the impact as supermarketggis|ation is that some 95 per cent of the members of the
gggc?ﬂy‘gi%hs' pricing for a whole range of goods once sold by mynity who own shops or who are associated with shops
. ' ) o can, in fact, now trade 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
This issue draws on the imagination of not only consumershijs seems to be an issue that quite often gets lost in the
but people who work in the area, big and small businessegiepate. That situation has existed for the past 20-odd years.
who obviously also are consumers. Everyone seems to hae® really, what we are talking about is not deregulation as
a fairly definite view with regard to shopping hours. Theit relates to small business: this Act, in fact, involves the
Opposition has sought to ensure that it has been properfgguiation of large business. If members have a good look at
briefed by workers, retailers and businesses and thejne Act they will see that operators of business premises
associations that wish to advise us of their position. We havgnder 200 square metres in area can trade 24 hours a day,
also asked different organisations which have a view on thigeyen days a week, as can supermarkets under 400 square
issue to contact us. | am proud to report that more thaketres. It is only the larger businesses—whether they be

1 000 people have contacted me by telephone, fax or lett@dlectrical, plumbing or the general department store size—
since the review into shop trading hours was announced.that are caught up by this Act.

thank them for doing that and for taking the time to make sure |t js rather a curious situation that the people who can

that the Opposition is fully briefed on their views. trade 24 hours a day, seven days a week, are usually the
This Bill is probably not the Government's preferred biggest protagonists against any change. | suppose that is
position. Opposition members have discussed this proposaliman nature in that, if you have something that you control
in Caucus and also with the stakeholders who have bothereghd you see someone else in the area who might be able to
to take the time to talk to us about these issues. At this stageompete, you might try to prevent that from happening. Itis
I support the Bill as it stands. | will ask a number of questiongmportant to restate that, for the past 20 years, 95 per cent of
in Committee which | am sure the Minister will be able to all businesses in this State have been able to trade 24 hours
answer so that | can properly report back to those people wh@day, seven days a week, and they have chosen not to do so.
have contacted the Opposition. | believe that that is a pretty important issue that requires a
Some concerns have been raised during briefings and lmalance.
the information that | have received regarding, in particular, Having been involved in this issue at some stage, | believe
small businesses and retail outlets in metropolitan shoppinghat the Minister has done a very good balancing act in being
centres and the Adelaide square about retail and commerciable to bring together the small and the large interests, to
leases and the provisions under those leases for staying op@tognise the pressures that come from the shopping centre
in addition to core hours. That issue needs to be addressaslvners and to come up with what | believe is an excellent
Initially, | thought this matter could be addressed in relationoutcome for shop trading in our State at the moment. The fact
to this Bill, but at this stage | highlight that some further work that the Minister has been able to maintain the advantage for
needs to be done on some of the matters that have been raishd City of Adelaide on Sundays and, basically, during the
regarding the Retail and Commercial Leases Act. week, is a very important—
As the member for Ross Smith has already foreshadowed, Mr Clarke interjecting:
he will move an amendment, and he will talk about the The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: He has taken it another step
representation that small business and retailers see as beingther, and he has done it very well. | believe the fact that the
necessary to protect their interests, especially in regard tadelaide centre has maintained its exclusivity as far as
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Sunday trading is concerned is a very important issue. | knoweed to extend shopping hours. On balance, | think that they
that the politics of the Opposition have been that they wouldvill be reasonably happy with this outcome.
open it up right through the city and the suburbs. That has | shall conclude by reiterating the points | highlighted at
never been the position as far as the Liberal Party is corthe beginning of my speech. All shops under 200 square
cerned: | put that down some three years ago and it has notetres in size undertaking general trading and all supermar-
changed at all. kets of less than 400 square metres have the choice right now,
One of the most important issues has been the extensidtihey wish, to trade 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This
of weekly trading hours to 7 o’clock on those nights that argegislation will not change that. When we hear this view, ‘We
not the traditional late nights. | believe that that is a very goodare being forced to open’, it s really one of choice. I qualify
change, because it recognises that the step that the Laldbat by saying that often the operators concerned are forced
Party took prior to our coming to Government was extreme{0 open by centre management and not necessarily by
and that one must go down the track gradually instead d¢onsumers. As | have said, the retail leasing legislation has
opening it up with a move that would have killed every smallin fact attempted to sort out some of that issue.
business in the State. But, of course, that is what the Labor In conclusion, this whole issue is really about choice. It
Party is all about. It makes a lot of noise in this place abouis about the owners’ choice to be part of a new deal in the
supporting small business but, when you consider theiway competition develops, and it gives them flexibility. It is
argument closely, they never ever really come up to deucealso about choice by the consumers. We often forget that at
Members interjecting: the end of the day the consumers’ rights, choices and the

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg has the ability to make purchases are sometimes ignored in this
call. ' ' whole process of shop trading hours. Generally, | think that

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: The other important issue consumers would be fairly happy with this outcome. Finally,

is that 7 o’clock trading, particularly for supermarkets (andIn relation to the ch0|c§a ISSU€, It s mterest.lng that thg
they will be the major group to take advantage of it) reco nis_employees through their union have recognised that this
y Jor group 9 gnis hange is important, and it is one that they will support. |

es the change in the working patterns of families. Clearly, i ope that the Opposition will see this change as being

will now enable people on their way home from work to buyimportant in terms of developing our State. There are benefits

the traditional food lines, and if any other stores want to sta . .
open (which they can do, in any case) further trade will bgor employees, as more young people will employed, albeit

on a casual basis.
able to take place.

ina b h hth ise the difficul In relation to economic conditions, activities on the Stock
Having been through the process, | recognise the difficult-y .hange indicate the biggest increases in performance by

in balancing the extremes from both the small and the larg,q yetajlers of this State and nation. Most of them are very
lobbies. Clearly, a significant balance needs to be worked oyt e retailers, but if you talk to most of the small operators
between those directly involved and those indirectly involveq, ihe major shopping centres you will find that at the

(for example, those who own the shopping centres), and {,3ment they are doing pretty well in terms of their bottom
refer here to a very important piece of legislation that wenfine 'Haying come from the retail industry and still having

through this House involving the control of retail 'easmg*significant investment in it, | know that there are very few

something that | have supported for a long time. This balancgytajlers whose businesses are not running well and who have
has been retained, and it is good to see that the Minister has; 4one pretty well over the last 12 months.

recognised that we cannot jump into that huge chasm of | i1k the House for giving me the opportunity to say

laissez-fairepolicy direction: that we need to have areason-g mething about this issue, which involves a very important
able balance of regulation in this whole area of shop tradin

%ansition that the Minister has been able to negotiate. The

hours. . . _Minister will look back in history and be able to say that he

As | said earlier, those who have the most interest ingok shop trading hours to the next step without a great deal
stopping the extension of trading hours can now trade (angf controversy. That final point is really the most important.
have been able to do so for the past 20 years) seven dayspghen | was the Minister dealing with this issue, it involved
week, 24 hours a day. But there is a very important issug |eaked trading document which jumped out of the wood-
involved, and that is that they choose not to. Indeed, the righfork, so to speak; but I notice the care and the brilliance with
to choose whether or not you open the premises for tradinghich this Minister has moved us forward in this very
is a very important part of the setting of regulation relatinggelicate area of shop trading.
to shop trading hours.

| believe that consumers generally will be satisfied with  Mr HILL (Kaurna): As we all know, in politics Govern-
the gradual change that has occurred, and | note with interestents have to make decisions, and when they do make
that, whilst their union leader spoke out fairly strongly aboutdecisions often there are winners and losers; but we look at
it initially, the employees have now agreed that this is a verghe overall community balance and decide to proceed. In this
sensible move and something they can work with to makgarticular case the Government has managed to do what very
sure that the change can occur reasonably smoothly. It wouféw have been able to in terms of these kinds of measures: it
have been ironic if they had not, because they have agrebas made sure that every player is actually a loser. Nobody
ments with Coles and Woolworths interstate to operatés satisfied with this Bill, because the big business, the big
extended hours five days a week, and | believe that they alsmmpanies—the Westfields, the Coles and the Myers—which
have it for Saturday and Sunday. So, it would have beewe understand were promised Sunday trading have lost out
ironic, but | know that the union leadership would not havebadly on this and do not have Sunday trading. The small
put itself in that very difficult position. In my electorate the operators who did not want any change in the hours have also
only major shopping centre is Burnside. The owners of thalost out, because an extra hour has been added on.
centre would have preferred no change. They are probably Adelaide City Council, which wanted an extension of
one of the few centre managers who have not looked at theours, has received a couple of extra hours a day, but we also
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understand that those hours will not really be used. As | saidgtailers to come to the party and to vote the right way. We
everybody loses. This is an ‘every player loses a prize’ resultvant to see those provisions strengthened to give greater
That is because this Government has not had the strength pffotection to small tenants in the shopping complexes.
its own convictions. The Government wants to extend The Opposition supports this measure. | support it
shopping to all day on Sunday, but Ministers opposite haveeluctantly, believing that it will have a detrimental effect on
not had the guts to come into this Parliament and put thatome of the smaller traders. It will have no effect on the
measure before the House. We know why various Ministerbigger traders, but we support it, acknowledging that on the
have not had the guts to do it: because we know and thehole itis a very Mickey Mouse measure that does not make
Government knows that its own backbenchers would noa lot of changes at all. No matter how much the Minister
support the move. The member for Bragg is sitting not veryparades this as a major breakthrough, we know that it is not.
far away from one member who would have voted againsk is a very minor change. One really good reason for
this legislation. The member for Colton would have been vensupporting it is that these changes will be on the record book.
tough on this and would have voted against Sunday tradingVe do not believe that the bigger companies in the city will
Mr Foley: He would have taken a pair. adopt late shopping hours. In future, when any Government
Mr HILL: Yes. We know that Liberal backbenchersor any big developer wants to argue for an extension of
would not have supported Sunday trading. That is why thishopping hours, we will be able to point to the extra hours
Bill is such a Mickey Mouse measure; that is why it is anprovided in the city and say, ‘You have not used the extra
‘every player loses’ Bill; and that is why the Premier in ahours. Do not come back to us asking for more.’
disingenuous way told the media recently that it was the
Labor Party and the Democrats who were going to vote The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): The speech by the
against it and who would have stopped the Government’s fullnember for Kaurna was a real sackcloth and ashes contribu-
masculine Bill that it really wanted. We are happy to taketion. | was getting very depressed for a while because |
some of the credit for that, because we are opposed to Sundtypught he would have the shopping police called out on a
trading and are proud to be so opposed. We know an8unday to apprehend people buying a bit of plastic for their
members opposite know that the reason the Premier did ngtatering system. It was a disappointing contribution because
introduce that Bill in Parliament is that it would not have the member for Kaurna wants us to go back and live in the
passed through this House and that the Premier would hag&ves, to turn off the lights and all that sort of thing. It was
had a revolt among his backbenchers. very sad. His only redeeming feature was at the end when he
As | said, the detail of the Bill is this: the large corpora- said that he would reluctantly support it. He said that at the
tions—the Westfields and so on—which wanted Sundagnd of the day he realises that the public want some improve-
trading will not be able to trade on Sundays. This is anment and change in the system.
absolute loss for them. The Government has lost face with | commend the Government and the Minister for achieving
that group of businesses. The owners of the Marion shopping reasonable compromise. It is not what | would like as a
centre complex, a complex which I understand was built operfect solution, and | do not think it is what anyone would
the promise of Sunday trading, will be very angry indeed withlike as a perfect solution. | am by inclination a free trader. It
this Government. It would be interesting to hear what is sai¢hould not be a crime to shop. | have never understood why
in board rooms about Premier Olsen and his team of braveomeone selling a packet of Weeties at 8 o'clock at night
soldiers in relation to the legislation they introduced in thisshould be seen as a criminal. It seems out of balance and out
House. The Government has given traders until 7 p.m. in thef perspective. My inclination is total deregulation of
suburbs and until 9 p.m. in city—and they blamed us for thatshopping hours, but | accept that we ended up with a
This is a weak compromise, but it will have some effectcompromise.
on small business, because everybody in this House knows Members interjecting:
that three companies dominate 80 per cent of the food The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith has
industry. Extending trading hours by one hour to 7 p.m. willalready been warned once today.
result in an even greater concentration of the industry into the The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The people of my electorate are
hands of those two or three players. For example, it will meanery happy with what is proposed in this Bill because parents
that shopping centres and supermarkets will stay open an particular and those women in the paid work force in my
extra hour and the extra bit of custom that they get in thaelectorate will now have a little more time at the end of the
hour will come out of the hand of the convenience stores thatorking day to do a little more shopping in a more relaxed
operate around the suburbs. That has to be bad for tretyle. Members will appreciate that by the time people who
convenience stores and, ultimately, consumers because, if thiee in the outer suburbs arrive home from work—and 80 per
pressure is put on, some of those stores will close or fold andent of the women in my electorate are in the paid work
customers will have fewer choices in terms of where thefforce—they are under pressure under the existing shopping
purchase their goods. If they want to purchase goods betweéours, so they will greatly welcome this change.
7 p.m. and 8 p.m. and if those stores have closed down, they | remind the member for Ross Smith that, when the Hon.
will not be able to do so. Lynn Arnold was Premier, he introduced a trial which in
One of the things that the Opposition will do by way of some respects equated to the provision to which | have
amendment is attempt to strengthen the protection providemferred, and it was well received in my area. Further, a few
to small retailers who operate in shopping centre complexgsoints we hear about shop trading hours need correction.
because we know that, under the existing regulations, hifestyles and working hours have changed, and | have
minority of 25 per cent of small retailers can object to thealready alluded to that. We now have petrol stations selling
change of hours. We know that with the way that Actmuch more than petrol. | notice Mobil is upgrading nearly
operates pressure can be placed on the tenants at subsequetry one of its petrol stations. On the sign it has put up to
rounds of negotiations over tenancy agreements, and th&pplaud its redevelopment it says ‘More groceries’. Stand
means that in effect pressure can be placed on the smdlack because, when people go to fill up their car with petrol,
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they will also be able to fill up their grocery bag with many of Parliament House where the Hon. Mike Elliott pledged
more groceries than are currently available in the existingindying opposition to Sunday trading, whether it be in the
service stations. Life changes, times move on and, thereforeity or the metropolitan area. About a month later the
some change has to reflect that, and that is what is happeniitpn. Mike Elliott found an excuse to rat on that undertaking
in respect of trading hours. and found a convenient compromise upon which Sunday
| have a great deal of sympathy for small traders. It is drading was introduced to the CBD area. That Bill was
tough activity to be involved in, but people should remembenegotiated by the member for Bragg as the then Minister for
in regard to Coles and Woolworths that many of the shareindustrial Affairs.
holders are small people in a financial sense as well. | have | recall the words | used in the closing debate in this
never understood why a small shareholder in Woolworths islouse in June 1994 when | said, ‘Quite frankly, with his sort
less valuable or honourable in the community than someonef negotiating skills, South Australia is too small a stage for
who runs a small business. It is a logic that escapes me. him. He should have gone to Bosnia as a representative of the

Another point that needs to be made is that many of th&N because he would have been able to put together a peace
so-called supermarkets are owned by the big operatodeal which would have stuck together in Bosnia’, given the
anyway. The fact that they call themselves by an unusualkay he was able to fool the Australian Democrats and the
name does not alter the fact that they are actually subsidiari¢isen leadership of the Small Retailers Association to enable
of the big companies. When people say, ‘Let’s save the smalhem to support the changes to the shopping hours legislation
supermarket on top of the hill’, they forget that it is often at that time. However, as the member for Kaurna rightly
owned—and | take no objection to it—by people like Drakepoints out with respect to this Bill, it is a do nothing piece of
Supermarkets and others. We need to be aware of the rdapislation because no-one in this Chamber or in the retail
situation and not kid ourselves and get bogged down in a Idhdustry believes that the shops in Rundle Mall will open
of artificial sentimentality. until 9 p.m.

This compromise proposal is supported by the Opposition It will look nice in terms of this Government's agenda to
and by the union. In fact, it probably goes in reverse ordersay that it did something radical, but it will not succeed,
because the union is supporting it, the Opposition willbecause the shops will not be open as the customers will not
supportit. In any event, | welcome that support. As | say, thée there to go shopping. Itis true that in the suburban areas
proposal does not go to the full extent of what | would like.the extension of trading hours to 7 p.m. will be popular
It does increase the number of Sundays on which the largeecause people will be able to shop at Coles, Woolworths and
shopping centres can operate. | argued with my colleagudganklins to the detriment of other small traders. This whole
that these centres should have the opportunity to trade on silebate about shopping hours centres around market share. No
to 10 Sundays a year, and | am pleased that we have endexitra dollars are being spent in retailing; it is about the big
up with something like that, even though it is towards theend of town beating up on the small end of town and grabbing
smaller end of that scale. what available dollars there are. We have seen the market

I conclude on the point that the greatest part of theshare for the big three—Woolworths, Coles and Franklins—
proposal is that the larger supermarkets will be able to opegrow from 40 per centin 1975 to 80 per cent last year or this
for a bit longer during the week, because that will make lifeyear. We have seen that Australia, of all the developed
easier for the people | represent. Itis my job to try to do whanations in the world, has the highest level of concentration of
I can to ensure that my constituents get access to reasonali@rket share in just the first few major retailing companies.
shopping hours and to protect the small operators as besttlfar surpasses that of any other developed nation, whether
can. At the end of the day, we have come up with a comproit be America, Canada or in Europe. That is a pure statistical
mise which | believe, contrary to what the member forfact.

Kaurna has said, pleases most people, although it may not What we are doing by squeezing out the small retailers in
please everyone 100 per cent of the time. | commend the Bilthis area is costing whole families their employment, as well
the Minister and the Government for what they have donegs those employees whom they hire. For every million dollars
and | look forward to the day when this Bill becomes an Actof turnover, the major supermarkets employ fewer people
and is in place. than do the small traders—and again that is a fact. So, for
every dollar we take from the small end of town and put into

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | must say that | supportthe the hand of Coles Myer, fewer people will be employed as an
comments of the member for Kaurna about this Bill. Certainend resullt.
ly, I would like to congratulate the former Minister respon- | do not think that is socially desirable in a State such as
sible for the Industrial Affairs Department, the member forSouth Australia which has an appalling rate of unemploy-
Bragg, because he was a real trailblazer when it came tment, particularly among our young. | do not believe it is
changing shopping hours back in 1994. He wanted taocially desirable for those families whose whole income
deregulate shop trading hours across the board. Eventuakgream revolves around their retail businesses. It may be a
he was beaten down to a position where Sunday trading wdruit and vegetable stall, a small delicatessen, a Welcome
permitted only in the CBD. At least that Minister achieved Mart or one of the smaller convenience stores; entire families
a quantum change. | did not agree with it and | fought againgtave their employment within that establishment. Ultimately
it vigorously, but at the end of the day we lost to a significanthey will lose their livelihood because we as a Parliament and
degree because of the changes he was able to negotiate ahid Government in particular have decided to shift more
broker with the Small Retailers Association and the Demomarket share from the small retailers to the big end of town.
crats. That is what has happened in the past.

In those days the Democrats solely held the balance of We have seen that occur over the past few years, and we
power in the Upper House, and | well remember speaking oknow it occurs from our own daily experience. Let us have
the same platform as the Hon. Mike Elliott in front of a crowd no illusions about it. By voting for this Bill we are shifting
of about 1 000 shop workers and small retailers on the stepaarket share towards the big end of town, which will mean
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that some small businesses will go broke; family membersut not in full, because we are dealing with shopping hours
who are employed by their family will now not be employed legislation and not the Retail and Commercial Leases Act.
in some of those businesses. That is an inevitable cons@&here is only so much we can try to do on the margins as far
quence of our collective decision to see this piece of legislaas amendments are concerned, but we hope that this will give
tion passed. Let us not try to colour it any other way. some additional strength to tenants so they will not be
This Government was committed to Sunday trading; itunnecessarily compelled to open that additional hour if they
wanted Sunday trading. Westfield came over to Soutllo not want to do so.
Australia in 1997 and had a meeting with the Premier when  Both in 1994 and in this present climate the Government

he opened Westfield Marion and Westfield Tea Tree Plazgas been at great pains to say that traders will need open only
The Opposition got copies of the minutes of a Westfieldf they believe there is a quid in it—that they can make a
executive meeting in Sydney, which minutes we distributechrofit out of it. They will not be forced to do something they
by way of press release at the time and which had a checo not want to do. Our amendment will assist that, and | look
list: South Australia—Sunday trading after State electioforward to the Government’s support for that amendment,
October 1997. That was in the minutes of Westfield. It got thgyhich has been circulated. It is important to beef up the role
date right as far as the election was concerned and it got thg the Small Retailers Association, which has been estab-

sentiments right, because there is no doubt whatsoever thgdhed to protect and advance the interests of small retailers
the Premier told Westfield that after the election Sundayyithin this legislation.

trading would be introduced.

'stead and call for a ballot, so that no trader need feel intimi-

Whef‘ he found himself in a minority position and when Some&yase4 ahout having a secret ballot of traders within a shopping
of his own backbenchers spoke up, let alone what th‘éentre to set the core hours

Independents would do (whatever they might say about the That will not be welcomed by the management of

issue), the Government decided not to go for Sunday tradin : .
Members may recall that, during the whole of 1997 in theestfield, but as far as | am concerned that is hard luck. As
lead-up to the last State élection | as the then shado&(?r as | am aware, Westfield does not have a centre within my

spokesperson for industrial affairs repeatedly asked thglec’gorate, but certainly the small traders | hgve dealt W.'th
Premier and the Minister of the day what the Government’gevIOUSIy who have been tenants of Westfield Shopping
policy would be on shopping hours after the moratorium ofc€ntres tell me regularly of what they believe is outright
June 1998. We were constantly told that it had no agenddtimidation by that management to cower tenants into
that it would allow it to evolve once the moratorium period submlssmn with respect to what W(_astfleld believes core
had run out and that it would work through the issues. So, wg@ding hours should be, and also with respect to a whole
have this piecemeal legislation which, as | said earlier, for alf2N9€ Of other issues. Those issues are pertinent not to the
practical purposes will not achieve the aims it espouses. It i§9iSiation before the House but to the Retail and Commercial
a nice bit of dressing for the Government as far as showin eases Act 1995, which we will have to revisit if we are to
the big end of town that it is delivering. 0 justice to those small leaseholders. _

The CBD will not stay open until 9 p.m. Thatis afact. In | oppose the legislation in principle. The Bill has the
the main, supermarkets in the metropolitan area will opekabor Party’s support because, in effect, we are working on
until 7 p.m., and many of them will do well at the expense ofthe basis that those who know the industry the best tell us that
the small traders. But | have another concern with respect t reality not much will change in so far as the CBD is
small traders. | am surrounded by North Park Shoppingoncerned in that major shops will not open until 9 o'clock,
Centre, the Sefton Plaza Shopping Centre and the Regengypermarkets clearly will be a beneficiary and some small
Plaza Shopping Centre all along Main North Road. Thdraders will suffer as a result.
centre management of each of those shopping centres has saidThe other position, which | can well understand on the
that they will simply roll over the leases and force all thepart of some who advocate this Bill, is that it may be better
tenants to open until 7 p.m. whether or not they want to ddo sign off on this type of arrangement with the Government
so. That is a simple, matter of fact statement. rather than having outright opposition and having to rely on

I had a meeting with a centre manager only last Fridaythe Democrats, the Hons. Nick Xenophon or Terry Cameron
and he asked me when this Bill would be debated. When &nd their final decision made in the hothouse atmosphere of
told him the facts he said, ‘Oh well, some of the traders won'an end of session, late-night sitting. The small traders may
want to open, but anyway as the leases roll around they wiktnd up in a worse position, as might the union representing
all be forced to open and they’ll all be open until 7 p.m.” Sothe interests of shop workers. We all saw what happened in
much for free choice on the part of the traders to trade onl{t994 where the Hon. Mike Elliott did a complete about face
when they deem it profitable. If you go to any of theseon Sunday trading. | can understand those people saying, ‘If
shopping centres from 4 or 4.30 in the afternoon it is barrenye have an arrangement with the Government, we know what
except perhaps for a few people in Coles, Woolworthsye are into: we do not want to leave it to the vagaries of the
Franklins or Foodtown. The other traders within thosepolitical debate in another arena where we might end up with
shopping centres have virtually no customers going in.  awaorse result. On that basis, | can appreciate and rationalise

We will be advocating an amendment to the Retail andheir viewpoint and support the Bill with the amendment |
Commercial Leases Act, which will address this in some partwill be moving in Committee.
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I simply conclude by restating my position. Let no-onethe day, if we do not maintain small shopping centres, with
here kid themselves: we are by this legislation effectivelyan ageing population who will get the people from
transferring greater market share to the majors. It will cos€Campbelltown to Tea Tree Plaza? When those people are 80
small business jobs and families livelihoods. Let us be undeyears of age, will the big shopping centres bus them there?
no illusions about what we are doing. It is an extremely sad hey will not. We should try to retain small businesses as far
day for small business in South Australia. as possible, because they are in closer touch with the

community. This position does that. It takes into account all

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): I support the Bill. In so doing, interests in the community.
| commend the Minister, the Premier and the Government for |t is not a cop out. | think it shows that we are on track
having come to a position which is in the best interests of thgvhen unions put their views on this in the public domain and,
community. | am quite surprised that the members for Kaurn@asically, support us. | believe that we should listen to the
and Ross Smith talk about this position having no winnersynions—and we did; that we should listen to the small
| am amazed that they use that sort of language because,tiaders—and we did; that we should listen to the larger
talking about no winners and saying that everyone is a loseshopping centres—and we did. But no-one achieved their
itis plain rhetoric. | put the views of my electorate strongly position at the expense of the rest of the community. Is that
to the Minister and the Government and | am not frighteneghot what good government is about—to ensure that there is
to say that, after consulting with my electorate, it would havean overall balance and that the interests of the majority are
preferred no extension of shopping hours at all. catered for? | accept that the people and some of the small

The reality is that as a member of Parliament we makeraders of Hartley will have that extra hour from 6 o’clock
decisions on two levels: on the level of our electorate and onntil 7 o’clock four days a week. | accept that because they
the level of what is good for the whole State. Our responsihave been heard.
bility as members is to advocate for our constituents. | have Mr Koutsantonis: By whom?
done that and members on this side have done that for all Mr SCALZI: By this considerate Government.
their constituents, and | assure members opposite that the Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

Minister has listened. He has listened to all groups and all Mr SCALZI: The small retailers in the city. The interests
views, and the position we have arrived at best reflects whajf the community—
is in the best interests of the State. After all, is that not what  Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

we should aim at in making laws? We should consider the The ACTING SPEAKER (The Hon. R.B. Such): Order!
overall gOOd and what is in the best interests of the State. The honourable member is making too many interiections_

Personally, | believe there is too much concentration of Mr SCALZI: —as a whole have been considered. Of
trading in certain groups: there is no question about that. Bufourse, some groups will oppose everything—but overall |
for the members for Ross Smith or Kaurna to say today thajelieve there is a position for city trading. There is an
somehow the concentration from 1975, which was 40 per Cefacceptance of trading hours in the suburbs and many small
to the major three, to 80 per cent now was brought about bitaders are pleased that there is not Sunday trading because
this Government is a fallacious argument. If we look at whathey can play sport on Sundays and enjoy family life. Of
has been in Government since 1975, we find that we havgourse, it is preferable to have Sunday trading in the city
been here for only eight years. We should take credit for thgecause interstate tourists and so on come to the city. It
position we have arrived at today in just eight years in theyould be a pity, | believe, if one of the best cities in the world
best interests of the State and the Community. That reflecwas not on show and everything was shut.
what is in the best interests of the community. That situation does not apply to the suburbs. The city of

| oppose Sunday trading in the metropolitan area and dpdelaide is 20 minutes from anywhere in the suburbs. I think
not believe it would be in the best interests of small traderghat overall the Government has listened to all groups and has
or the community. We have to allow groups time for come up with the best possible position given the needs of the
recreation, sport, families and so on. Nevertheless, we haxgrious groups. | commend the Minister and the Government,
to be realistic. We are a city state and have to take the citynd | am pleased to be part of a Government that actually
into account. This Government has done that. We did ifistens and comes up with a position which is a win-win for
previously in allowing Sunday trading in the city. The city is all groups and not, as members opposite have been saying
a special case and, whilst my constituents would havehis afternoon, a loss for everyone. It is not a loss: if it had

preferred not to have it, in the end the extra hour from 6 p.mpeen a loss, members would have heard far more opposition
to 7 p.m. on four nights a week is a compromise. That is whafo this Bill.

politics is about: it is about coming to an agreement together
for the best interests of the community. This positionis very The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
commendable. That extra hour gives people the opportunityill certainly be sending out a copy of the member for
to shop as they go home. As the member for Ross Smith sailartley’s speech to small businesses in his area, because |
it will probably be utilised by the community. think they need to know in what little regard he holds them
Itis also commendable that we extend to 9 p.m. in the cityand in what contempt he holds them. The truth needs to be
because—and no members opposite have mentioned this—dld about this whole sham, trading hours debacle by this
shops are open until 9 o’clock, we will not have the traffic Government. | remember the press conferences before the
that leaves the city when the shops close at 5.30 p.m. Tha993 State election by the former Deputy Leader of the
will be slowed down. People can stay in the city and do soméiberal Party, Mr Graham Ingerson, who made absolute
shopping, go to the shops and the restaurants, giving oppgsromises on the steps of Parliament about repealing trading
tunity to other small businesses to benefit from the extensiohours and about how they were going to protect small
of trading hours. business. | remember the words very well. | also remember
| oppose complete deregulation, Sunday trading and things that were said in the days after that election when
concentration of business within a small group. At the end ofuddenly there was a change of mind.
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I remember Mr Ingerson saying that ‘a decision would behelped us to identify the election date. There was a nod and
made on trading hours within "a matter of weeks"." Mean-a wink. Who gave the Westfield Tea Tree Plaza project
while, the Premier Mr Brown rejected Opposition calls for control group the idea that John Olsen had done a deal to
him to discipline the member for Colton, Mr Steve Condousmake a change after the October election? Obviously, there
who said that he would vote against the Government if itvas a nod and a wink. Therefore, Westfield charged on and
backed extended trading. He said that extended trading woutthened up extensions at Marion.
hurt small businesses and families and so on. All the Westfield executives—John Burton, Steve

We heard from the then Opposition Industrial RelationsMcCarthy, Tony Sulsters, Andre Perl, Scott Douglas, Bill
spokesman, Graham Ingerson, at a rally before that electioGiouroukos and others—were there. | wonder what they are
that extended trading hours legislation would be repealed ifiow saying about John Olsen and the deal that was done,
the Liberal Government was elected at the State electiomecause a dirty deal was done before the election not only on
There was deceit after deceit before the election. There wasTSA but also on trading hours. What has happened is that
to be no extension of trading hours, no evening hours, nafter the election they stuck to the dirty deal on ETSA but,
Sunday trading in the city or the suburbs, but then suddenlynfortunately, when they got clobbered in the election
after the election, the Liberals turned turkey because attlampaign, the nervous Nellies in the Liberal Party room said,
members know and all in small business know that theYou can’'t go on and do this.’

Liberal Party in this State is in bed with the big end of town,  \westfield executives in Sydney are now spewing about
with big business, and does its bidding. how the Government has reneged on that deal which was

But, it gets worse than that. | should say that | wasmade before the last election. It is about time the truth was
obviously greatly influenced on trading hours by $wnday  told about the electoral process in this State and how these
Mail. A Sunday Maileditorial a couple of days after the things work in the Liberal Party. A deal was done with
December 1993 election stated: Westfield about electoral support, and that deal was reneged

Shop hours: reality beats open slather. Uncontrolled shoppingpon after the election because the Premier could not carry
hours is one sure recipe for economic disaster. The fight-to-the-deathe numbers in Parliament.

battle blindly initiated by the former Arnold Government in allowing . .
five-day-a-week supermarket trade until 9 p.m. was not only a recipe WWhat happened then regarding Sunday trading was that,

for economic instability—it was a major blow to small business. Thesuddenly, small retailers and others started speaking out to
Brown Government is right in imposing a moratorium on extendedmembers on both sides of Parliament. Before the 1997
trading until a wide-ranging inquiry can be completedSmall  g|ection, the Labor Party laid down its position that, funda-

business is the foundation of South Australia’s fragile economy an - S
jobs. If a certain amount of regulation, control or protectionism is entally, it would not support Sunday trading in the suburbs.

needed, then so be it—particularly in a city-state such as SA. Thi¥Ve said this before the election, and we have kept up our
is not New York City. This is not London. The big players are yetcampaign. Before the last election, | met virtually every

to prove conclusively that jobs are being created by the late nighienant at Marion, Colonnades, Tea Tree Plaza and so on.
trading splurge—hours may be, but full-time positions no—more a The point is that thev knew where we stood. We have kept
case of spreading the fat through clever rostering. There is no p Yy : p

conclusive proof that extra operating overheads will not be passe@ur promise, and we have kept up the campaign, making it
on to the consumer. There Is no conclusive proof of sustainableore difficult for the Government to make up its mind and
demand. do its deal with Westfield. We have this compromise today
And so the article continues. Here we have$hwmday Mail because the Government knew that it would be slaughtered
saying that we must not have evening trading—and | takéy small business if it went ahead and did what it wanted to
heed of the editorials in thunday Mail But, of course, that do, what it shook hands on under the table to do before the
was when the journalists at thBunday Mailbelieved, last State election.

apparently, what the Liberals were telling them. Do the Some interesting information has been sent to the

Sunday Mailnd others realise that you never believe?  Opposition about shop trading hours. | refer to a letter from
We remember what happened in 1997 before the Sta®imon’s Supermarket (a small supermarket at 22 Amanda

election. We got hold of a piece of paper. There were all theStreet, Salisbury), which states:

conspiracy theories about back-door deals, a bit of funding . trading hours

for the election ca'mpaign from the big end of town, a feW, | am very concerned at the efforts of big business to influence the
paper bags changing hands, and so on, and then we got thissuth Ausiralian Government to grant them open slather in the
itwas addressed ‘Project group meeting No.1, 24 July 1997marketplace. Seven day, unlimited trading hours will destroy the last

A leaked Westfield document indicated that there were C|e&nd Only concession or adVantage that enables small business to

indications that the Olsen Government would move to exteng?mpete against the powerful and influential big retailers, while

. . . roviding us with convenient, friendly and personal service. | believe
Sunday trading to the suburbs if the Liberals were re-electeghe major traders already enjoy the following advantages: much

That day Ralph Clarke, as Deputy Leader, said that ‘théower rent per square metre; lower wholesale prices; few leasing
Liberals’ moratorium on changes to trading hours runs O?gstrictions; lower wage structuring; kickbacks from manufacturers;

) : P wer ETSA charges; fees to put products on shelves; and there are
next June’ and that the Government was refusing to indica robably more. Further, | am sure that South Australian prices, the

what would happen after that. The minutes that we got fronfowest in Australia, will rise to Sydney or Melbourne levels if the
a meeting of Westfield executives regarding the developmeincreased competition engendered by (only) six days trading is taken
of Tea Tree Plaza adds much further evidence to a dodgy dedvay. Why aren’t Sydney or Melbourne the cheapest if seven day

about Sunday trading in the suburbs. The minutes of th&2ding is said to lead to increased spending activity?

; . Already we are experiencing less places to shop for groceries as
meeting dated 24 July 1997 stated: small supermarkets are pushed to the wall by the overwhelming

Trading hours might of the big trader, and that means less choice and hence less
current position—no Sunday and [none] after 6 p.m. competition leading more surely to increases in prices. The public
Expected to be changed after election October 1997. of South Australia will be disadvantaged and the State further

. disadvantaged by the loss of local business investment and the surge
That even gave us the election date. It was very helpful of oust profit leaving this State. Deregulation will prove to be anti-
friends at Westfield to slip us that piece of paper, because tompetitive.
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All our small businesses will be devalued by deregulation ando shopping on Sundays in Tokyo, New York and London.
that means a further loss to the South Australian economy. BusineShat is not true. There is no open slather trading in New York

agents will be out of business. If 73 per cent of the 5 000 responden ; ;
to a recent Channel 9 survey said ‘NO’ to extending hours, wh a Sunday. The big department stores in New York and

would any Government go against that—a clear majority wish? Ad-ondon are closed on a Sunday. In Tokyo, you have to find
our elected representatives we expect you to say ‘NO’ to furthethe fake pearl shop at the markets—I am sure the Minister has
deregulation and so save South Australia from further financial aneen there. It takes about a two hour walk to get there. That
job losses. We have lost too much already. was about the only shop that | could find open on a Sunday
We also received a letter from the Motor Trade Associatiorwhen | was last in Tokyo.
of South Australia announcing its submission on trading All | can say is that the Labor Party has kept faith with
hours, which states: employees of department stores and members of the SDA
A formal survey of our new and used vehicles sales member&ho want to play sport, attend church and enjoy their family
indicated that 98 per cent did not want to open on Sunday. Theion a Sunday, because we (they and | and the Government)
reaion\?d decision is based [in part]ém the fC;UOW'ngi_ | kgow in our heart of hearts that there is only a certain amount
. Various resource agencies and supporting services are clos : ; TR
over the weekend or by lunchtime on Saturdays, including the8 money In the ﬁommkumty]; Sﬁ’ W.ehhave :Tebpt f.a'th Wlthrt]heh
Registrar of Motor Vehicles, financial institutions, solicitors’ offices Unions and we have kept faith with small business, whic
and offices of vehicle manufacturers. Therefore, transactions couldould be destroyed by Sunday trading. We support this Bill
not be completed, requiring the customer to return later. but we are also moving to make sure that there are some other
2. Members’ businesses are already open for a wide spread gfrotections for small business, because the one message that

hours and many offer after hours services, including delivery of - . s
vehicle to the home of a prospective purchaser for their inspection— received before the last State election, after visiting

Sundays included. Therefore, members already provide a service tindreds of small businesses in shopping centres, is that
Sundays as required, but do not want to bear the added costs thfese leases are absolutely extortionate. What is happening

opening and staffing their premises. in terms of leases in shopping centres is a disgrace, and | will

bm\‘j’\;sir'\]"ga”y yards are made accessible to the public for Sundayay, that to the Westfields and others any time they like to see

m
I remember visiting, with the shadow Minister for Industrial
Affairs, Peter Davey Toyota at 170 Main North Road and Ms RANKINE (Wright): Like most people in this
being told in passionate and eloguent terms by managemeghamber, | work very long hours and, from a personal point
and staff that Sunday trading and extended shopping houes view, it would suit me greatly to have the shops open later
would damage their and their families’ lives. Again and againo do my shopping. But this is not about me and what suits
we have received letters from people who have pointed out-me, and so it is with extreme concern that | stand here to
as has been pointed out today—that bit by bit the big boys argebate this Bill, which will further extend trading hours.
taking over and smaller businesses are being squeezed out| believe that it is important to look at the results so far.
and sent to the wall. So, do not give me this pious nonsensglearly, the major achievement of the extension of trading
about this Government being friendly to small business. hours has been the closure of John Martins. That showed that
We have received many submissions from Max BaldockSunday trading in the city simply was not profitable: one of
for whom | have great respect, and others. Max Baldock'she largest and most well known stores in our city closed
leadership of small retailers has absolutely lifted thabecause of it. What we have seen is the movement from full-
organisation in terms of the respect in which itis held by thisime to part-time jobs and from part-time to casual. Very soon
Parliament, especially when you hear Max Baldock talkingafter Sunday trading commenced | had discussions with a
about the damage that could be done to small business@®man who was working at David Jones, and she told me
which have already been damaged in so many other ways Rhout the reduction of hours for women working in that
this Government. store—how they were being reduced from five or six hours
All | can say is that, today, we have stopped Sunday day to three hours a week. We have seen the reduction in
trading in its tracks. The Minister and the Premier would likethe viability and profitability of small enterprises. We have
to stand up and say today that they support Sunday tradingeen that Friday night trading in the suburbs lasted only three
In their heart of hearts they would like to honour their and a half months. And it is an absolute nonsense to think that
election funding deal with Westfield to bring in Sunday 9 p.m. trading in the city will work: it will not. Make no
trading in the suburbs. We have been given so much baldemistake: extra trading hours does not mean extra trade. Small
dash about other countries. Itis of interest to note that a fewraders are working longer and longer, just to keep their head
years ago th&unday Maikaid that we were not New York above water. It has not meant more jobs; it has not meant
or London. | remember, when we had Sunday trading in thenore jobs for our young people or for women in South
city, that we were told there would be a jobs boom. We werg\ustralia: it just has been an additional burden on those
told that the city would be turned around and that thousandsperators of small businesses.
of jobs would be created. Instead, hundreds of jobs disap- The member for Hanson mentioned a letter that | passed
peared, including those at John Martin’s. on to her from Steve Weir, the General Manager of Salisbury
We were told that we had to have shops open in th@oyota. Salisbury Toyota is a large and successful business
suburbs because Japanese tourists come here—presumahlyny electorate, and Mr Weir spent a considerable time
on their way to Wirrina on these four or five jumbo jets pertalking to me about the concerns that he and his industry had
week. By the way, | am told that the Minister says thatin relation to the extension of trading hours. He also passed
Wirrina was not in théBest Kept Secretsook because itwas on to me the results of a survey conducted by the Motor
so well known, but Adelaide, the Barossa Valley andTrade Association of South Australia, and the results are very
Kangaroo Island are in it. | am not quite sure what theinteresting. In the survey traders were asked: ‘Did you extend
Minister is saying. your Saturday trading hours beyond 1 p.m. commencing 20
However, we were to have Marion and Tea Tree Plazduly 19917’ A total of 56 per cent said ‘No.” They were
open because of this flood of overseas tourists who are usedked: ‘If market forces dictate your opening on a Sunday,
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will you utilise existing staff numbers?’ A total of 81 per cent my campaign as a candidate for the seat of Florey—in which,
said “Yes'—no more jobs, basically. They were asked: ‘Whatas all members know, is the shopping centre of Westfield Tea
is your preference for trading hours?’ and whether tradingree Plaza. | paid a courtesy call to the centre management—
hours should remain as they are—that is, six days a week. And the timing of the call is the most interesting part—and
total of 56 per cent said ‘No’ and 44 per cent said ‘Yes.'this must have been somewhere between the time of the
Some 98 per cent said that they did not want trading hourdiscussion in the House about leases at Westfield Tea Tree
extended to Sunday, and 97 per cent said that they did n®taza and the meeting of which the Leader of the Opposition
want trading unrestricted. And this will not happen, but 84spoke earlier, where Westfield thought that it would be given
per cent said that they would like trading hours restricted tahe changes to Sunday trading that it so desperately wanted.
five and a half days, reverting to pre-1991. So, | went to speak to this particular gentleman, and he
As we have heard, the big argument for the extension afibused me roundly. He told me how useless the Opposition
trading hours was in relation to tourism—that we needed itvas in the House and he was rather critical of the actions of
to accommodate tourists. | am the first to support real, viabléhe member for Spence in talking about leases. And he really
and sustainable tourism, and so is the Opposition. But | haveent to town on me. | was a very small fish in the pond but
never had a visitor to this State, either from overseas or frorhe felt very happy to let me know all about it. To Westfield's
interstate, ask me on a Sunday whether they could visit theredit, once | was elected its representative was one of the
Tea Tree Plaza or the Golden Grove Village shopping centrdirst people over to the office to welcome me into the
These people have been keen to visit the Barossa, Hahndoefectorate, and said how Westfield looked forward to having
Victor Harbor, Jetty Road or stroll through the unique anda really good relationship with me.
interesting shops along Rundle Street East. Tourism does not We did have that relationship for some time (and here
need, and will not be boosted by, trading in the suburbs. It iggain the timing is the really odd thing), because | was invited
just not a sustainable argument. to nearly everything that they held—golf days and sporting
| have spoken to a large number of small traders in mypresentations—but just recently | have not been invited to
electorate. Like the Opposition, they are in no doubt that biganything. And | am beginning to believe that there is some
business wants extended trading hours, and it wants it badlgonnection between this and the time when Westfield began
Those with the majority of the trade currently want more andfo realise that Sunday trading would not happen at all. That
quite clearly, they were promised more. They want tois the only reason | can think of, because | have smiled at
continue their squeeze. Small business operators in ntj)em and done all the right things at every outing. So, | am
electorate are no longer swallowing the rhetoric of thebeginning to think that obviously there is something going on
Government. They know that they have been let down anthat we do not know about, and this is what concerns me.
betrayed. They were promised a better deal for small | now want to discuss the question of choice in this
business. They know now that they were not part of the realebate—and, again, it is a Westfield centre thing. No-one |
deal. As others have said, the Bill that is before this House ispeak to believes that there will be a choice in this matter,
one where none of the players have won a prize. Clearly, theecause traders are very vulnerable to the ‘core trading
big shopping centre owners are even less impressed with tiignes’. Once they are written into their lease they really do
outcome of this Bill than the small traders. They wanted, andhot have a choice. Again, we know that their lease is an item
clearly received, a wink and a nod that they would be gettin@f some concern to them.
Sunday trading. Well, along with the rest of the electorate, We talk about the benefits that extended trading might
they have had to learn the value of the commitments that thigring to consumers. | do not think that with extended trading
Government makes. My weekly shopping docket is wortithere will be a benefit in costs to anybody. No-one expects
more! | say to them: remember the promises the Governmetie prices to drop, just as we did not see prices drop or stay
made about SA Water and ETSA, and now it is shop tradinglown when we started to import large quantities of overseas
hours. goods into the country. We all remember the overseas goods
| have real concerns about the control and influence thdhat came in very cheaply—
centre owners are placing, and will place, on small business Mr Atkinson interjecting:
operators in their centres. Whilst operators currently have the Ms BEDFORD: Of course they are; you are so good at
opportunity to vote on hours of operation for their centre, Ithings like that. But the prices did not stay down. The prices
am in no doubt as to the extent of pressure that managemednave not remained low: they have crept up. The same thing
can bring to bear on these traders—if they do not sign theiwill happen here because, as my colleagues have said, it is
renewed lease with increased hours, they will see whaeally about market share. While we know that the big traders
happens. | have had personal experience with shopping centee not happy with this deal, they have time on their side.
management: | know how uncompromising and inconsistenthey can wait and hope that things will improve for what
they can be and how fairness and equity are just not part ¢hey really want: open slather on Sundays. Again, as one of
the business they are in. my colleagues said, the big three have 80 per cent of the
Over the years, business has pushed for deregulation angarket share in Australia, and that is not at all healthy. As my
for less government. The small retail traders are in no doubtolleague said, per million dollars of sales they employ fewer
now that they need protection. They need protection to ensuggaff than small business. As we all know, small business
access to fairness and equity in their dealings with those whewners will not employ extra employees when this happens:
to a large degree, have control over the viability and succegbey will maintain their shops themselves. The big traders
of their business. | reluctantly support this Bill, because Ineed only one or two people to operate the checkouts at the
believe that it will show, once and for all, that deregulationfront of the shop to remain open all night. So, there is no win

of shopping hours simply will not work. there for employment.
Another matter is disposable income. We still have only
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Inrising to speak to this Billl  the same amount of disposable income with no increase in

would like to share a couple of things that happened to me iemployment. No more consumer demand will be created, so
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I cannot see how we can win with that either. A number of The Bill before us proposes to extend weekday shopping
my colleagues and | were involved with the phone-in at then the suburbs from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. and in the city from 6
ALP Party office relating to Sunday trading, and a numbemp.m. to 9 p.m. It is pretty obvious that the member for
of people contacted us. This was not a concerted campaigkdelaide is looking after his constituency, looking after the
by small retailers: these were genuine people from theentral business districtin his electorate, by making sure that
suburbs who could see no benefit in it and who wereét has longer trading hours than the suburbs. | do not quibble
concerned that their family or friends might have to keep theiwith that. Shopping in the central business district is in a
shops open for longer hours. We heard stories about peoplerrible way; it continues to lose market share to the suburbs.
who are unable to sell their business because no-one wants One of the reasons it does that is the short sightedness of
to operate a small business that has to trade for such lortge Minister's North Adelaide allies and the Adelaide City
hours. We have letters from people who have six retaiCouncil, who have done everything they can to repel from the
premises, people you might think would support extendedity dwellers in the suburbs who might wish to use the city
trading. They cannot maintain the salary costs and they do nédr shopping and recreation purposes. These people, such as
support extended trading at all. So, it all gets back to the bi€ouncillor Anne Moran, Alderman Bob Angove and
three and to the large retailers who want this. councillor Albert Brooks, all of whom are political allies of

In conclusion, | have surveyed all the local traders in thdéhe member for Adelaide, have done what they can to turn
large shopping centres in my electorate. No-one came baddelaide and North Adelaide into a Mira Monte, an exclusive
to me and said that they wanted extended trading hours. | sé@using estate which exists for the benefit of some North
this very much as a stop-gap measure. As we have all SaiA,deIaide residents. The capital city is for all of us, and just
there is practically no change at all. | hope that we do not g@bout anything which promotes shopping in the city and
through this process again in the next three years but, as thorth Adelaide is to be encouraged. This Bill does so, and |
member for Wright said, the runs will be on the board by therfongratulate the Minister on that provision.
and we will have had no change or improvement in the | have to say that my expectation is that these extended

position. Let us hope that we do not go through this agaifours will not be used to advantage by retailers. In fact, |
quite so soon. think most retailers will find the prospect of trading these

hours uninviting. In the suburbs, the only shops which will

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): First, | should disclose that Use these extended hours are grocery stores, unless the
| am a member of the Shop Distributive and Allied Employ-landlords compel other shops to trade. Similarly in the city,
ees Association. On three occasions that union has donaté@o not think many, if any, department stores will open after
to my election campaign—this is recorded in the register of 0'clock on weekdays. That outcome is not such a bad thing,
pecuniary interests, and it is recorded in the AustraliaPecause it will demonstrate that you can extend trading hours
Electoral Commission electoral donation returns. Moreover@ll you like but retailers will not necessarily take up those
my wife produces the Shop Distributive and Allied Employ- hours. They will not necessarily find those hours advanta-

ees Association’s magazine as a casual employee of thg€ous so, when the Government next moves to introduce
union. Sunday trading in the suburbs, as it will as time goes by, we

ﬂ\{vill have the argument that there are already trading hours in
he city and the suburbs not being used to advantage by
etailers. That will be a strong argument.

The main game in any trading hours debate in Sou
Australia relates to Sunday trading in the suburbs. It is m)5

intention while | am in this Parliament to oppose Sunda)f . : .
trading in the suburbs. | do so principally because | am a With those remarks | am happy with the Bill. However,
would like to see the Bill contain a provision to protect

Sabbatarian. | enjoy Sunday being peaceful, being a differe g . . .
day, and I thought that sentiment was expressed quite welftailers in enclosed shopping centres from being compelled
recently in an article in th&Veekend Australiamagazine to trade the extra hour in the suburbs on a week night. | do

entitled ‘The new 10 Commandments’. which read. ‘Remem0t think the extra hour is much to the advantage of many
ber the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Owing to deregulatiofEt@ilers and enclosed shopping centres. There is already a
in our economy, the journalist wrote: provision in the Retail and Commercial Leases Act, putin by

’ T o ~alabor Government, which would allow a ballot of retailers
The week as a result lacks rhythm. There is no still point at whichn an enclosed shopping centre. As | understand it, if 25 per

we stop and begin again. The same is happening to the day, . . .
Globalised markets mean that as we sleep work is being done abo%?m of retailers in an enclosed shopping centre do not want

which we need to know. Your sunset is somebody else’s dawrf0 open for that extra hour, the shopping centre landlord
probably somebody who wants to enrich himself at your expensecannot compel them to trade.
Without at least the idea of the sabbath, there is no rest. The wired Retailers in enclosed shopping centres tell me that,

world sucks us into a perpetual frenzy of paranoid activity. This is;

unnatural. Six days of work and one of rest—and that includes nol{respectlve of that provision, _they willbe eventually .
shopping—is reasonable. We need peace and contemplation if i@mpelled on the renewal of their lease to agree as a provi-
are to make any sense at all of our lives. If we can't have Sunday, weion of their lease to trade the extra hour. That would be most

should make our own private sabbaths in which we cultivate 5Ub|_im¢egrettab|e and | hope that either the existing law will be
'gg‘gﬂ‘é'%ggﬁ ;st‘i“é';?ng%eggg} }Qf‘ééeggitt_o real concentrationyiarpreted in such a way, or there will be an amendment to
the effect, that enclosed shopping centre landlords cannot
I welcome the Bill's continuing, at least for a time, Holy compel retailers to trade the extra hour if they do not wish to.
Saturday being excluded as a trading day. | think that is amvith those remarks, | support the second reading of the Bill
excellent decision. In fact, | find the peace and quiet of Gooénd look forward to discussion in Committee.
Friday and Holy Saturday exhilarating. They are amongst my
favourite days of the year, when | ride my bike to and from Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | want to say something
church and around our suburbs where nothing much iabout the difficulties being faced by small traders in my
happening—and that is great, and long may it continue thatlectorate. Also, | want to record that, during the ALP phone-
way. in of which | was a part, | found considerable recognition
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from consumers of the risk to small business posed by ais far more central than his location, he may as well just hang
extension of shopping hours. A couple of respondents said tap his shingle and disappear immediately. In fact, he believes
me that, from one point of view, they might have found itthat the property managers recognise the duress under which
easier and more convenient to have stores open 24 hourds business will be placed because they told him that, if he
day or for longer times but that they were prepared tdinds it necessary to surrender his lease early, they will not
sacrifice that convenience in the interests of keeping smagienalise him.

business going because they also recognised the service t05o how can small businesses feel confident about their
them provided by the mini-marts in particular when theyconditions of operation with these sorts of interpretations to
needed something late at night. _ . theirlease agreement? How can they feel confident, no matter
I have already spoken in this House about an incident ifyhat their personal business decision, about their lifestyle
the Woodcroft area where Woolworths was operating injecision as to when they operate their business and their
contravention of the current shopping hours rule and, whefinancial calculations on the hours needed to open to break
it closed down, it undertook what | described as bully tacticsven and whether or not they are just paying for overheads
against the small traders in the area. Notices went up in th@y any extended trading period? How can they be sure about
area vacated by Woolworths, in the area it occupied legallyheir conditions when changes are made to their trading hours
but in which it traded unlawfully, saying that it was becauseand when they feel very vulnerable to the pressure that will
of the small traders in the area that the service it was offeringe brought by the property managers of these large centres
had been forced to close. in terms of their decision on whether or not it is feasible and
Those small traders had to suffer abuse from peopl@nancially rewarding for them to trade? | will be very pleased
coming in and saying, ‘Why can’t | get my big bags of dog to support the amendment that will be put by the Opposition
food at cheap prices now?’ After discussion with ownersin relation to trying to give some of these small business

people recognised the value of the service provided by thgperators slightly more power in their negotiations with these
small traders and the risk to them that resulted from théyuge organisations with which they are dealing.
extension of trading hours and the flood of the market by the

major retail chain stores. Another constituent recently CaMme \siness in the past year remind me very much of the sorts
to me after suffering difficulties with the interpretation of his of issues that were brought to my attention, when | was union
lease agreement. We all recognise that one of the fears chretary, by the workers when they felt they had no power
small business in this area is that small business will not havl-?] negotiating with their employer and needed the support of
a choice, no matter what the legislation says. the union, with its expertise, to speak on their behalf, giving

them some sort of collective advantage in dealing with a huge
organisation. The power difference between these workers

Ms THOMPSON: As | was saying before the dinner and their employers is very similar to the power difference
adjournment, the issue of shopping hours evokes quite perienced by these small business operators in relation to
amount of community feeling, both the fear of small busines!l€ Operators and managers of these huge centres. They can

ses about their future and the desire of people in th&€ our changing their trading environment only as a major

community to purchase when they want to but, in myt reat, so we have to look at ways in which we can give them

experience, that has been very much balanced by their dest@M€ POWer.
to protect small businesses around them and thus keep them The situation and the fears of small businesses were
going so that they have the convenience of using local smalirought very vividly to my attention by the operator of one
businesses when they need to and want to. | said that the leagithe local seven-day trading organisations. My constituent
issues that many small businesses raise in relation tgtates:
shopping hours are of great concern. Many small businesses The geregulation of milk was supposed to bring cheaper prices,
fear that, whether or not they want to, they will be forced toput this has not happened. Deregulated milk saw some milk vendors
open for all the available hours by the monolithic organisalose their business and in some cases their homes and join the dole
tions that manage the complexes in which they are locatedueue for no good reason, as milk is now no cheaper.

| was recently approached by one of the small businesseghe letter continues:

in my area—a man almost at the end of his tether—because
of Chyan es that were being made to his trading environmen The national supermarket chains enjoy a distinct price advantage
g g g (BVer us when purchasing stock; their warehouse pays sales tax on the

He runs a photographic store in Southgate Plaza. His leaggrchase price from the supplier. We pay sales tax on the price from
provided that no other photographic business would beur warehouse after they have added their mark-up, resulting in 3 per

located in that complex. While Coles Myer owned and thergent to 5 per cent higher prices to us.This does not equate to a level
managed the complex, that provision of the lease was adher8{fying field.

to, despite the fact that the chemist had applied to the centighink that we in this House are all well aware of the very
management for permission to install a photographigeal fears of small business about a situation of further

processing machine and sell the normal photographigisadvantage with the impact of the GST. The owner of this
paraphernalia. Coles Myer interpreted this as being a breagfery valuable service in my area states:

of the lease that it had with my constituent who runs the ) L . .
National supermarket chains virtually blackmail suppliers and

photographic store. manufacturers into paying for shelf space in the area known as the
The new managers of the complex do not have such aBuying zone,’ or aisle ends. The highest bidder gets the best place

interpretation of the lease. My constituent is now involved inin the ‘buying zone’. Our shelves also have a ‘buying zone,” but

legal action fighting for his business, because he sees that When we approach companies for the same assistance as is given to

: . . . tional chains the answers range from a polite ‘Sorry’ to, ‘You must
a photographic processing machine (with all the frames ang, joking.” The dollar returns ?rom sheﬁ2 space, g/isle ends and

everything else) is installed at a nearby chemist which igvarehousing fees can often mean that national chains have made
already patronised, and given that the location of the chemisteir profit before they have even sold one item.

The issues that have been brought to my attention by small

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
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My constituent cites &8usiness Review Weeldyticle of  show the extent to which small business in our area is very

April 1998 which indicates that Coles charges $120 000 foroncerned about the issue.

an aisle end for one week. Another way in which small As do most of my colleagues, | support this Bill with

business is disadvantaged relates to the period for payinpany reservations. We speak in support because we see that

accounts. My correspondent states: there are some benefits, but we are also concerned about the
It is a well known fact in the grocery industry that national 1ack of safeguards for small business in our community and,

supermarket chains operate on 90 day accounts, ours are either C@B members well know, we will be moving to introduce a

or seven days . . Suppliers and manufactures have two ways ofsmall safeguard which we hope will assist small businesses

supplying goods; warehousing (for national chains and large store ; ; ;
or the route trade (for small stores and delis). There is a sayinza) hegotiate more equitably with the operators.

amongst reps that goes ‘what we lose on the chains we make up for | draw attention to the fact that once again the Liberal

on the route trade’. For example, price of a basic commodity sucksovernment has failed to provide certainty in the business
as 250 gram butter: Bi-Lo Morphett Vale every day shelf price aftetenvironment for people who have made major investment
markup $1.12 compared to the ‘route trade’ price from our mllkolecisions in operating their business. Certainly, there was an

\éaﬂg?é ?ol 'alré\\,'g? ;Yg;;gé?%?dﬁeed toadd our mark up. This does "hdication that this would be the situation for so long and then

| am proud to represent this is particularly the case withye isions when they have a Government that operates in that
people who do not have a motor car, and the elderly who dg 5y They are told, "We will do this for a year and then have

not like to use their cars unless in the most ideal driving;nother look: and then we will do something else for a year
conditions. At a convenient time they like to be able to walk, 4 then ha\;e another look.’ I have not yet heard a commit-
to the Hackham West deli or the Christie Downs seven day,ent from this Government to providing a secure environ-

Hackham West to Coles at Soqthgate Rlaza anq the Morph%thdraw from the environmentimmediately. This is always
_Vale Woolies on a weekend with very little public transport complicated by whether or not they can get a decent price for
if you do not have a car. _ their business and the hours that they have invested so far.
My correspondent points out that seven day trading has sq, once again we have a situation of this supposedly pro-
been in operation in Victor Harbor for some time, with two jysiness Government, which is really pro a very few large
national chain stores opening and the result of that being thgjsinesses, creating difficulties for the ordinary battlers of
small delis and mini-marts have been forced out of businesgyg community, whether the ordinary consumers or small
Many of my colleagues have pointed to the concentration Ofgtajlers, small business operators, trying to make a decent go
the retail market in the hands of the few. It is quite clear thakf it This Government does not provide a secure, informed,
this is not competition in the sense that will ever benefit thesconomic environment to enable businesses to flourish in this
consumer. The consumers of the services of banks ai§ate, and then it wonders why we cannot do something about
constantly voicing their frustration about the lack of competi-iohs. We cannot do something about jobs because this

tion and the complete lack of service for the small, ordinarys overnment could not manage a chook raffle, let alone the
members of the community. It is certainly my fear, shared erading environment of this State.

many of the operators of these businesses, that the same thing
will happen to consumers if the share of the market operated Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): | am pleased from a rural
by the large stores is allowed to increase, and all the evidenggerspective that there is to be little impact on rural businesses
is that increases in shopping hours will make it so much morand rural trading hours. It is interesting to note that the
difficult for small businesses to survive that the share of thexisting Shop Trading Hours Act 1977 by default prevents
large operators will continue to expand. market domination, particularly in rural areas. It is not the
The small business organisations frequently bring to oupurpose of the Act. However, by limiting the hours to which
notice the stresses on family life caused by extensions tlarger businesses can operate, this is the outcome that is
hours. We know them well enough, and | draw attention taachieved by default. It protects rural businesses, particularly
the other risk involved in the extension of hours when smalbmall rural retail traders, from market domination. Market
business operators cannot afford to employ anyone. Mangomination is a scenario that does not promote competition
fear that with extensions they will have to relinquish staff andcbut destroys it, enabling a few players to dominate and hence
take over more of the work themselves. We all know thatontrol market prices.
tired workers are at grave risk of injury. There are plenty of By limiting shop trading hours for some businesses, the
risks and hazards in the local delis whereby people can injur8hop Trading Hours Act 1977 currently enables small
themselves simply by slipping, falling, knocking themselvesretailers in rural communities to determine what hours they
and, more importantly, by cuts or by sustaining severgvant to trade. This provides local communities with the
injuries from some of the implements they use. power to determine what trading hours will best suit the
The former member for Kingston recognised the import-community. Total deregulation would have resulted in this
ance of the issue of shopping hours in the southern arezontrol being taken out of the hands of the local community
when, despite being a Federal member, she endeavouredand placed firmly in the hands of the large retailers. This
run a major campaign in relation to shopping hours andvould have been anti-competitive, anti-small business and
opposed any extension. Many people joined in that campaiganti-economic development in this State.
to say that they were worried about the changes in their Small business is the engine room, we are so often told,
business conditions and the stresses that would be imposetieconomic growth within this State and the major employ-
upon them. It did not do her any good in the end but it diders within this State, and anything that actually detracts from
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encouraging small business to operate, particularly in ruratompetitive retail environment can be achieved is if all
areas, | believe is a negative step back for this State. Majdsusinesses have access to the same trading advantages. This
retailers currently enjoy many trading advantages that placgoes not happen now and deregulating shop trading hours
small retailers at a competitive disadvantage. For examplayill give major retailers yet another trading advantage over
they pay lower rent per square metre; they have few leasingmall business which will create an environment for market
restrictions; they get kickbacks from manufacturers which arelomination. The cost to regional communities would be
not accessible by smaller retailers; they demand fees to psignificant and, therefore, | am very pleased that this
products on shelves; they have lower wholesale prices; thdggislation does not impact upon rural communities.

have sales tax advantages; and they have lower wage

structuring, lower utility charges and bank fee reductions. ~ Mr SNELLING (Playford): | welcome the Govern-

Total deregulation would enable major retailers to tradénent's move not to extend trade on Sundays and, like the
seven days a week which would oblige small retailers to dénember for Spence, | also believe in the Sabbath being set
the same or to risk losing part of market share. This willaside as a day for worship. | also believe in the importance
further disadvantage small retailers as overheads will risef a Sunday break for families, a day on which families can
while market share will diminish. Deregulation will not result get together without the normal distractions of our consumer-
in cheaper prices for the consumer, | believe. South Ausist way of life.
tralia’s groceries are currently the cheapest in the country and It has been demonstrated that the extension of trading on
independent supermarkets, | believe, are the reason. Deredsdinday in the city does nothing to increase trade and it does
lation will promote market domination which will result in nothing to increase turnover: it only stretches consumer
less competition and higher prices for the consumer. spending over a longer period. That results in increasing

Total deregulation, however, would result in rural costs, particularly for small business. They are forced to open
shrinkage. It would certainly enable market domination byfor a longer time; they are forced to incur the extra costs of
the major retailers and would result in the closure of smalppening for that longer time without any corresponding
retailers who are less efficient due to economics of scaldncrease in turnover and without any corresponding increase
Small businesses and retailers employ more staff per dollan sales to cover that cost and to increase profits. So, |
turnover than major retailers. According to ABS statistics, fowelcome the Government's decision not to extend trade on
every $1 million in turnover small retailers employ 20.6 Sundays for those people in my electorate who run small
people while large retailers employ only 6.8 people—abusinesses.
difference of 13.8 employees. When | was an organiser-trade union official with the

The impact of domination within country areas would beShop Assistants Union, the universal opinion among shop
significant and would have a great impact on rural shrinkageassistants was opposition to Sunday trading because they
The on-flow effect on schools and other services would b&vanted Sunday set aside as a day for them to spend with their
horrendous. Opening the door for market domination wouldamilies. Even with clauses insisting that work on Sunday be
result in small business closures, less competition and feweptional and voluntary for people working within that
job opportunities in regional areas. The only people whdndustry, the reality is that it never happens. Most people,
would benefit from total deregulation of shop trading hourgperhaps subtly, are forced to work on Sundays; an employer
would be the major retailers. The losers would be smalsimply says, ‘Well, Sunday is when | do most of my trade.
business, jobs and the State of South Australia. If you are not available to work on the days when | do most

Currently, regional self-regulation—which is how it of my trade, then, I'm sorry, | can’t give you as many hours
currently works by default—is appropriate in determining aas | would like to.” So, very subtly, employers in the retail
community’s needs and for them to be able to determine whandustry are able to force their workers—and members of the
is most appropriate for their tourism opportunities, and als&hop Assistants Union—to work on Sundays when they
their local community and social obligations. Rural communi-would otherwise have the right to refuse that work.
ties struggle in the current economic environment to stop the | reject the often expressed opinion that tourists require us
drift from regional areas to cities; rural shrinkage results irto open our shops on Sundays. The fact is that tourists do not
a reduction of regional and Government services of healtigome to Adelaide to do shopping: they come to Adelaide and
education and banking, and rural communities cannot affortb South Australia to visit our wineries, beaches, national
to see small business driven from the regions by markgtarks and other tourist spots—
domination of major retailers. Mr Hanna: Such as Wirrina.

The COAG competition principles—the principles that Mr SNELLING: —such as Wirrina, as the member for
were used as the reason for this review of stop tradindlitchell points out—which are always open and always have
hours—actually provide that the guiding principle is thatbeen open on Sundays. The opening of shops on Sundays
legislation, including Acts, enactments, ordinances odoes nothing for the tourist.
regulations should not restrict competition unless it can be As the Leader of the Opposition pointed out earlier this
demonstrated that the benefits of the restriction to thafternoon, all around the world cities, to which Adelaide
community as a whole outweigh the costs and the objectivesould perhaps aspire, remain closed on Sundays. One aspect
of the legislation can only be achieved by restricting competiof the Bill which | am unable to understand is why the
tion. Government has extended trading to 9 p.m. on week nights

I am very pleased that the resultant legislation from thdor shops in the city area. | do not believe that many shops
review does not impact upon rural communities. | do havewill take this option. People do not buy refrigerators and
some reservations about how it impacts on small businesséslevision sets late at night during the week: they are more
within the metropolitan area. However, my electorate is dikely to do that sort of shopping on a Saturday. Of course,
country and rural electorate, and | am very pleased that weost of the trade in the city is for the large consumer items
have been spared the market domination that would hawehich people prefer to purchase in the city, but they are
resulted had deregulation been total. The only way a trulynlikely to make those sorts of purchases during late night
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shopping during the week. | am firmly of the belief that few Woolworths are opening throughout the State in competition
shops in the city will take that option to trade late at nightwith other businesses in the community. This has not
every night of the week. Most of them will remain closed andhappened in Whyalla as yet, but | have noted with some
make use of the existing trading hours. concern the last couple of times | have been to Port Augusta

However, | am happy to support the Government’s Bill.that at least two major petrol stations—there may be three,
With that reservation, | believe that it is, basically, a goodbut | know of at least two—have closed because of the fact
Billand, as | said earlier, | welcome the Government’s movehat Woolworths petrol stations are operating and businesses
not to extend trading on Sundays and | call on the Governare not able to compete with the prices that Woolworths offer.
ment to remain true to that and to not at some stage in the As | said before, it would be very convenient for country
future deregulate Sunday shopping. visitors to come to the city and shop at any time of the day,

but if people are able to come to the city and shop on the

Ms BREUER (Giles): | will not speak for long tonight. weekend they will take away business from the small
Some of my colleagues might be a bit concerned about whdusinesses in their community. Towns such as Roxby Downs
I am about to say, but | want to take a different perspectivevhere shopping is limited would send bus loads of people to
from some of them and speak from experience. | have ¢he city at weekends to shop, and places such as Whyalla
dream of being able to come to Adelaide at Easter and shagpuld do the same thing, taking business out of Whyalla into
until I drop at DJ's, Myer, speciality shops, etc. However, athe city.
few years ago, through my role on the Whyalla council, Iwas My point is that this legislation is not about some of the
involved in a number of public meetings and discussions withissues that have been discussed but about families and quality
small businesses about shopping hours in Whyalla. Colesf life. It is about people being able to spend time on
Supermarkets decided to extend their hours to 24 hougeekends with their family. It is also about big businesses
trading. The theory at that time was that shift workers wouldsteamrolling smaller operators who have worked in commu-
be able to shop at 3 or 4 a.m. when they finished work, thatities for many years and who are now having their busines-
other workers would be able to shop late at night (1 or 2 a.mges taken away from them.
or 24 hours a day, and that jobs, jobs, jobs would be created
by these extended opening hours. Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): |would like to express

However, small businesses in the community weresome concerns on behalf of small traders in Norwood. | will
devastated by these proposals. The possibility of staying opeefer specifically to Norwood Parade but my concern also
when most of their staff had families and the consequent weancompasses Magill Road, Payneham Road and the traders
and tear on those families appalled them. Those businessasd all other small businesses in the area which are now in
with paid staff could not afford to keep their premises opemmy electorate. | have had a long relationship with the small
for extended hours and compete with supermarkets—it jugiusinesses in my area. Norwood Parade has changed very
was not possible. So, there was a very real threat of smathuch particularly over the past 20 years: it has gone from a
businesses closing because of the extended shopping hoptace which not too many people wanted to visit to a premier
that were proposed. strip shopping centre.

Despite these discussions and community opposition, However, it has faced some serious problems as a
Coles went ahead and opened for 24 hours a day, closetpnsequence of changes in shopping hours and State planning
followed by Woolworths, which restricted its hours a little laws which have allowed regional shopping centres to
but which basically followed the pattern of Coles. The resuliproliferate. This has really changed the nature of shopping in
was that a number of delis, newsagents and small shops suSbuth Australia and is constraining people who would like to
as butcher shops closed. There was a downturn: they cougb to their corner grocery store and deli. They are now almost
not compete with large supermarkets in a small communitybeing forced to get into their cars and drive to regional

There is a downturn generally in business in Whyalla, bushopping centres, because these small businesses are finding
that is happening now. At the time of these extended openinigj increasingly difficult to survive in the current economic
times, the community was still thriving to a large extent andclimate.
there was not the impact that the down scaling of BHP is Ms Key: What if they only have a bike?
having on the community at the moment. So, | ask: where are Ms CICCARELLO: If they only have a bike, it is
all these jobs that we were told would be created? There isxtremely difficult. With reference particularly to The Parade,
now some weekend work on Saturdays and Sundays fanany of the existing businesses are family businesses that
students who are not able to work during the week. Supehave been there for 20, 30, 40 or even 60 years. | will name
markets are closed. Target and Harris Scarfe also providgome of them, as follows: the Norwood Parade fish shop run
work for young people, but the number of positions isby the Louca family since the early 1950s; the Mittiga family
limited. with the Norwood Parade Cycles; Vari’'s grocery store, which

On the opposite side of that, the number of businessdghink is famous in South Australia as being one of the early
which have closed have made up for those numbers. Smalbntinental delis; Wards Shoes; Waite's; and the Greek
businesses cannot afford to stay open for those hours amdntinental store, Samms on The Parade. Those are just a few
compete with big companies. Twenty-four hour shopping dicbf the family businesses on only a short section of The Parade
not work: it lasted for about 18 months before those storewhich goes from my office for probably about 100 metres
reverted to closing at midnight and opening at 6 a.m. Onélown the street. | could name another 100 shops, but | think
morning | walked through the supermarket at 2 a.m. to setheir experience is similar to that of most of the other
how many people were there: there was not a soul; | was tHausinesses on The Parade.
only person in the store. We saw the introduction of Sunday trading in the city,

I want to point out another issue that is connected with allvhich had an enormous impact on The Parade traders four
this. At that time, Woolworths decided to extend its hoursyears ago, particularly the specialty shops, which used to do
and | now have some concerns about the petrol stations theery brisk business on Saturday mornings. The introduction
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of extended shopping hours in the city had a serious impact |would also like to refer to the Adelaide City Council and
on trade on The Parade. Over the past three years, thede response of many of the traders in the city to extended
businesses have tried to change the nature of what they dbopping hours. The majority of them have said that they
and to improve their customer service, which has always beerertainly do not want 9 p.m. closing in the city. | worked in
very good. They know that they have to do things differentlythe city for many years at the State Library and have seen the
and better in order to survive in a very difficult economic change in people’s shopping patterns. Once upon a time
climate. Saturday morning in the city was very busy, and it was

| believe that this really has been evident, in that last yeag/most impossible to find space to do your shopping. When
in Modemagazine The Parade was highlighted as being thEriday night shopping was introduced, Saturday morning
premier street in South Australia. So, that is an indication tha3hopping decreased and the city was busy Friday nights. The
people are doing things right. But earlier this year, when th&xtension to all day trading on Saturday meant that the
Labor Party carried out a survey on trading hours, many ofumber of people were spread out over a longer period, and
my traders approached me (and | believe that we also heatie same thing happened when Sunday trading was intro-
this in the phone-in) and the indication was that the majorityduced: there were the same number of people, but they were
of people were very much against any extension of tradingPread out over seven days instead of five and a half.
in the suburbs. When | tried to get to work, with the State Library opening

Subsequent to that, | conducted my own survey. Rt 11 o0'clock, atthe same time that the shops opened, | had
distributed more than 400 survey forms to businesses on TH@ /eave home an hour and a half earlier if | was catching a
Parade, Magill Road and Payneham Road, and there was QHS: because it was impossible to get into the city at the
overwhelming response. Almost 90 per cent of the peopl@PPropriate time. Public transport currently is not suitable for
who responded indicated that they did not want to see argettmg people into and out of the city at the right time. So,
extension of trading in the suburbs at all. So, with what had Shopping hours are to be extended in the city, something
been proposed, | suppose that they are reasonably happy tﬁ&feds to be done ak_)out reorganising our transport system and
there will not be any Sunday trading in the suburbs, whicHnaking sure that it is much easier for people to access. So,

means that they wili now be able to survive in the face of théVith some qualifications, the Parade Development
major retail traders. Association would be prepared to support an extension of

However, they have indicated that they are notvery happ hopping hours to 7 p.m. to cater for the needs of people who

about the extension to 9 p.m. trading in the city and 7 p'm'eqluvl\:gugllcrielfllt:rt;kre;:)d"I?fetter which | received from one of
trading in the suburbs. As | have indicated, many of the local constituents. Whilst it is a car firm. Prestige Cars. which
businesses are operated by families, and many of them st : ’ 9 ’

work at 7 a.m. If they are to be open for an extra hour or twoz ?("?ezsgdarilr? &Tsd IeAtlggr F;?énglosso’ rseci‘lrggti\?(fe tgfers:rr:mgtehnet?
at night, it will have an enormous impact on their quality of P y

life. If they do not stay open, they will find it very difficult, PUSINeSSes.

- . Members interjecting:
because the local supermarket, Woolworths—which is i . .
currently, |1 believe, the busiest and which has the highest Ms CICCARELLO: I would like to think that | represent

turnover in South Australia—will reap a huge advantageall the people in my community. The letter states:
because of the extension in trading to 7 p.m. It means thath The current debate on proposals to amend and extend the current

- f shopping hours causes great concern to our company, and | wish to
they will be able to keep the supermarket open until 7 p'mregister my opposition to any extension of the current shopping

Wlth no increase in Staff they W|" be able tO have the Same]oursl in the Strongest possib|e terms.

number of staff that they have on most nights—the people Ourindustry is one in which it is not possible to employ casual
who are there to stock the shelves and to clean up. They wiflr junior staff, and any extended hours would therefore have serious
be able to have one person on the check-out and two peodD[@pllcatlons in terms of the extra hours which existing staff would

tacking the shelves: tiall Il busi idh € asked to work. Already they are on duty for some 60 hours per
stacking the shelves: essenually, a Small business would Nayiaek, and to add further to this would simply drive the more efficient

to have the same number of staff to stay open. So, one can sg&i professional of the staff into other positions where more realistic
that Woolworths would reap a greater benefit. hours of work are available.

; ; ; ; : The additional costs in terms of fixed overheads, facilities, etc.
Itis veryimportant that the strip shopping centres remalrEimply cannot be justified—particularly in view of the majority of

viable, and that is where the whole issue of shopping hourgypert economic forecasts which suggest a downturn in the future
is very critical. It is not just a question of economics but it iscommercial activity—a condition always felt first in the motor

also a question of community. The wonderful thing about dndustry.

strip shopping centre such as The Parade is that it is not only The support services needed to fully operate in the retail motor
SyeCtOr—reglstratlon, flnance, vehicles SeCUrlty I’eglsters etc. are not

the commercial centre but it is also the community centre,yaiiable on weekends, and this further inhibits the capacity to trade
People can come out at any time during the day and night and a level which justifies opening. Itis vastly different in the Eastern
they can either shop, window shop— States, where very much larger population bases perhaps justify the
e PRI business hours—but with less than 6 per cent of the total Australian
Mr Koutsantonis |nterject|ng.. . motor retail industry being achieved in South Australia, there is
Ms CICCARELLO: —or enjoy the ambience. Thank simply no cause for extended hours—indeed, one could argue for
you, Tom. The elderly people find it wonderful, because theyess hours!

are not isolated in their homes: they can walk to the local IThe fﬁ.”a.cy ?XiStls thatllorf‘gler hO‘drShOf ﬁpe”ing eqﬁates to more
hops and they can meet people and sit and chat. That is Vel an oo oy (Oaly false. All that happens when extende
shop y peop : Gi¥urs are available is that the existing level of business is extended

important in this day and age, because we have an increasingrer a longer period.
ly ageing population and we need to be able to look after our In summary, my position is one of total opposition to any
elderly people. It is also important that the local centregxtension of hours—and amongst my many colleagues both in this

o : . .- Industry, and in many others, this feeling is strongly held. As a
remain viable from the point of view of young people with business professional employing some 60 staff over three sites, |

families who do not necessarily have the ability to getinto ayish you to be aware that there is a very real chance that the severe
car and drive off to a shopping centre to do their shopping pressures imposed by any extension to trading hours would see
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severe downturn in my business plans and possible job losses apaople felt very betrayed by the Government once it intro-
result. Any support of proposals to extend or increase shopping hougiiced Sunday trading in the city.

would be very much regretted by my business group, and would : ; ;

certainly see the votes of all of those in our business mostdefinitel\xl/v Dl.mng the debate to_ |nt_rod_uce Sunda_y trading, 1 was
be transferred to those supporting our views. orking for the Shop Distributive and Allied Employees
Union (SDA), and we lobbied heavily Liberal MPs, the
'Government and the Labor Opposition to vote against Sunday

I1":r‘ading in the city and the suburbs. | remember that we had

We are often told that things are done very well in Victoria,
where there was deregulation of shopping hours. Earlier th
year, in May, | took the opportunity to go to Melbourne
where | attended a conference which was called Power

Melbourne, including Chappel Street, Brunswick Stréetgn,qy retajlers would not be able to survive with Sunday

Lygon Street and also many of the main streets in CouNtry. yinq i the city, that it was his responsibility as a former
centres. They said that they were finding it extremely difficulty 4 payor of Adelaide to protect the interests of these small
5’ sur_\/lvg In trr:e face of derec?u::?tlorlfof shogplng_hoursflnreta”ers because, after all, ‘the Liberal Party is the Party of

ictoria. So, whatever we read about Victoria booming as fag .o siness’. He said that it was his duty to keep alive the

as retail is concemed was certainly not evidenced by thgyi, yithin the Liberal Party to protect small business.
people at the conference. An article in thestralianstated: As an employee of the SDA | helped to collect over

_The Victorian Government is so concerned about the future 050 000 signatures on a petition to oppose Sunday trading in
strip shopping that it is subsidising the salaries of marketinghe city. | remember walking up and down Rundle Mall and
managers hired by individual centres to boost their attractiveness ﬁindley Street with my colleague the member for Playford

shoppers. ting shop traders to si tition that d th
. - ) requesting shop traders to sign a petition that opposed the

The people there have found it is very difficult to survive, andderegulation of shopping hours in the city. Almost every

I would hope that South Australia does not go down the SaMEngle retailer, apart from two, in Rundle Street, Hindley

track to completely deregulate and therefore put more eet and Rundle Mall signed that petition. The two retailers
pressure on our shopping centres. . who did not sign the petition were the person who owned the
_Inrespect of the survey that | conducted with the tradergyendy’s franchise that sold ice cream and one of the fruit
in my electorate of Norwood I would like to conclude by and vegetable vendors who appeared on the front page of the
reading one of the comments made by a trader, as followshewspaper the day the SDA won its High Court case.

How often do | hear politicians state, ‘Small business is the ~We presented those petitions to the member for Colton,
backbone of this State.” Well our posture is not looking good ancand he was very happy to bring them into this place and table
will be worse with deregulated shopping hours. them. We had photographs taken on the front steps of

Parliament House when we handed him the petition, and he
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | endorse the member | o |se when W Im the pert

f it h ft oved th bi made the front page of the SDA's journal. The member for
or Norwood's comments. | have often enjoyed the ambience 1o said that he was the small business owner's friend,

of Norwqod Parade, .and I kn.ow that the m¢mbef fOlihat he was the retail worker's friend, and that he was there
Norwood is very much in touch with the small retailers of theyq ygtect them. Mr John Brownsea and the Small Retailers
strip shopping precinct of The Parade. | come from a smaljqqqciation said that they were staunch allies of the SDA and
business background. My parents managed and owned@s sma| business sector against Sunday trading in the city.
delicatessen on Burbrldge Road and, later, a chicken shop - grownsea gave us an assurance carved in stone that he
Jetty Road at Glenelg in the your electorate, Mr Speaker. \qd not support Sunday trading in the city, and he assured

An honourable member: Did they vote for him? us that he would never renege on that undertaking. However,

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No; they lived in Hanson. We  after dinner in the Premier’s office—I think oysters were
suffered badly from the effects of extended trading hours iserved with refreshments, and the French champagne flowed
that area, because small business owners rely on extendgéely—all that changed.
trading hours for themselves. Fast food outlets and retail | remember waiting outside in the corridor and, when John
stores along special precincts such as Jetty Road, Glenerownsea emerged, he could not look the Secretary of the
Henley Beach Road and King William Street often operateSDA, Don Farrell, in the eye. He said, ‘Look, there’s been a
on Sundays when the major retailers are closed to offer aghange. The Government has given us a few assurances and
alternative to shopping in the city. Many small retailers dowe will have to support it. Then we thought, ‘We still have
quite well of a Sunday and, when Sunday trading washe member for Colton; we still have the band of Liberal
introduced into the city, it was a grab for market share by theptimists who are keeping alive the faith of Sir Thomas
large corporations, the large department stores. David Jongsjayford; we still have the Party of small business to protect
John Martin’s and Myer were interested only in squeezingmall retailers’ interests on Sunday trading. They will protect
small businesses out of Rundle Mall and the city to make suramilies who want to worship or who want leisure time on
they obtained as much market share as they could. Sundays.’ Of course, they all went missing in action. Then

I remember being on the steps of Parliament House whewe remembered that we had the Democrats in the Upper
this Government was in Opposition in 1993 and listening tdHouse. They had told us that they would not fold, that they
the then Opposition spokesman for Industrial Affairs,would stick with us the entire way. But, of course, as we
Mr Graham Ingerson, the member for Bragg, make promiselsnow the Government promised some other form of alterna-
about what the Brown Liberal Government would do once ittive energy source to convince the Democrats to fold—
was in government. | remember a promise to the effect that An honourable member interjecting:
in the life of the Brown Liberal Government Sunday trading Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And probably a new photocopier
would not be introduced in the city or the suburbs. Manyand more office space. | am not quite sure what the arrange-
small business retailers took that promise as gospel. Manyent was. In any event, the Democrats folded.
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Mr Wright: They didn’t did they! Members would think that the natural constituency of the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They did. Surprise, surprise! But Liberal Party would have Government members screaming
it does not end there. The former Minister, Graham Ingersomut to support the member for Spence but, no, it was an uphill
thought he could run roughshod over the Parliament. The thewattle all the way to protect small business owners at
Minister did not believe that he had to introduce legislationWestfield. After the 11 October election when the Premier
into Parliament to deregulate shopping hours: he thought hdid so well in the election campaign that he was returned with
could do it by proclamation. The member for Bragg thoughta minority Government—a devastating victory by the loser
that as a Minister of the Crown he could do whatever heof the century—he comes back and it is time to cash in and
liked. The SDA took the matter to the Supreme Court. Ofhis mates say, ‘It is time to pay up for the favours you owe
course, the small retailers were right behind us—so long ass. We want Sunday trading in the suburbs and nothing less
the SDA picked up the bill. The member for Colton gave uswill do.” Of course, the Government is not as arrogant as it
words of encouragement: ‘Don't let the small retailers down.'used to be and it does not have a huge majority after being
Of course, in the Supreme Court we lost in a split decisionhumbled after only four years in office. We now have many
The Secretary of the SDA, Mr Farrell, decided to risk thenervous Nellies on the back bench.
union’s money by challenging the decision in the High Court.  The commitment is not as strong; positions to grab are not
It was an unprecedented move for a union, standing alone, 8o frequent; there are not so many ministerial or committee
take the Government of South Australia to the High Courtspots up for grabs; and of course these nervous Nellies are
The member for Colton, the union and the Labor Oppositiorworried about losing their seats because the Labor tide is
stood alone against a Government which in 1993 won &oming in and there is nothing the Government can do about
landslide victory with 37 elected members. All that stoodthat. We will win Bragg and Adelaide. | can tell the House
between the Government and Sunday trading was thisght now that one seat we will be winning at the next State
Opposition of 10 members, the member for Colton and thelection is Adelaide. His worship is in big trouble in
SDA. Of course, as history tells us, the SDA won a hugeAdelaide.
victory and humiliated the Minister and the Government; they This Government was told to cash in and pay off its debt
were reeling. to Westfield. It tried to do it but it cannot. We now have this
In fact, | would go as far as to say that it was the first timecompromise that the Premier has brought forward really
we saw chinks in the armour of the Brown premiership. Thaachieving nothing. True, the Minister with carriage of the Bill
is the first time the current Premier got a sniff of blood in theis quite pleased, because it means little heartache and work
water and thought, ‘I can do this guy; | can beat him; it is hisfor him as he will not have the full onslaught of the SDA and
first loss.” When the Premier realised that his Minister couldhe Labor Opposition attacking him and lobbying his back
not introduce the legislation by proclamation he had to submibench MPs. | am supporting the Bill, but | will remain
it to the Parliament and subject it to the will of the people. Soyigilant, because this Labor Party, whether in opposition or
the legislation was brought before Parliament, but what didh government, will not support Sunday trading in the
the Government do? Government members were pressuresijburbs. We draw a line in the sand and we will not retreat
and the member for Colton was pressured and, of course, thépm this position. Retail workers and small business owners
caved in very quickly. deserve their Sundays off.
I can see that the Minister is listening intently to my  Members interjecting:
speech. He was part of the dirty deal in which the small Mr KOUTSANTONIS: |urge the Government, bakers,
businesses of South Australia and retail workers were soldandlestick makers, warehouse workers—
down the river by this Government. Of course, we did have Mr Clarke interjecting:
Sunday trading in the city—and what a huge success that has Mr KOUTSANTONIS: We will soon. | have been
been! People are pouring into the city! John Martin’s closedinundated by mail. One market that will be affected adversely
but when it closed the Premier said, ‘We will build a city by Sunday trading is the Brickworks Market, which is located
tower, a Tower of Babel; it will reach the sky.” | am still in my electorate. It wrote to the Premier and sent me a copy
waiting for construction to start on this huge monolith in theof its letter. Basically, its argument is that it currently has 100
city, but of course it was so well planned that they did notsmall businesses in the market and not one of them is in
realise that 747s landing in Adelaide would pass through th&avour of Sunday trading in the suburbs. That says a lot—100
eleventh floor of this huge building. small businesses and not one is in support of Sunday trading.
After the huge success of Sunday trading in the city, the Mr McEwen interjecting:
Government made some huge deals with its mates at Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The honourable member
Westfield. | am sure that some background, shady deals toa@pposite interjects, ‘Of course they are not.” He does not
place in Sydney and Melbourne where Westfield executiveeemember what happened in the last Parliament. | know he
dined and wined with the Premier, Mr Olsen, and discussedent a bit further but, being as fiercely independent as he is,
how he would fix up their problem after the October electionhe will not be moved on Sunday trading; he will not be
The Opposition even received leaked documents in whicmoved on these issues, because he votes with a clear
the Government informs Westfield of the timing of the conscience on all issues, seeking to represent the best
election—nearly six months out. That is how we knew theinterests of his constituents in Mount Gambier. He is a real
election would be in October, because of the Westfieldndependent. Of 100 small businesses, not one supports
documents (although | am not sure whether WestfielSunday trading.
delivered them to us) but, obviously, when the documents fell When | was a young lad we had a chicken shop on
to us, we realised what was going on. | refer to the quickRichmond Road and next to our shop was the office of the
action from the member for Spence to protect small busineshen member for Adelaide, the late Jack Wright. He would
operators in huge complexes such as Westfield Marion anaften come to our shop and buy food and speak to my mother
Tea Tree Plaza from unscrupulous landlords. It takes thand father about how business was going. Even when he was
Labor Party to protect small business owners. Deputy Premier he had time for a chat and a kind word. Even
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as a die hard unionist and the workers’ friend he understoodelcome the fact that such a measure is not before us, but of
the plight of small business. He was not as closed minded a®urse the only reason it is not is that certain members on the
members opposite to understand that small business a@bvernment side have stood up to the Premier. He knows he
workers suffer together. | remember when a small businessannot get the measure through his own Party, so he does not
was about to open opposite us and there was some talk lfave the courage to bring it forward to the Parliament. This
cannot remember exactly what it was because | was verg a very modest attempt to make small changes to shopping
young) but, when we went to see Mr Wright, he understoodhours, and | do not think that some of these changes will be
exactly the concerns of small business. That is when éven taken up by the business community.
realised that the Party of small business was not the Liberal | will speak briefly about some of the shopping areas in
Party but the Labor Party: we are the ones who look after ththe electorate of Lee, which | am delighted to represent. | go
battlers. around to those shopping areas and in particular the strip
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: shopping area along Tapleys Hill Road, where a lot of small
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You are on the back bench and businesses are doing it very hard. | have found that, to a
not the front bench so, if | were you, | would be careful aboutbusiness, irrespective of what type of business it is, not one
where | was sitting. In closing, | oppose Sunday trading andbusiness house on Tapleys Hill Road wants an extension to
commend the Bill to the House. | will remain vigilant to Sunday trading. As | go around the community and speak to
ensure that this Government never betrays its word again.the various business houses, including the biggest shopping
centre in the area of Lee, which is the West Lakes shopping
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | also speak in favour of the Bill, centre, | have not found any of those small businesses
but | am sure that the Minister would not want the Bill to wanting an extension to shopping hours. They do not want
simply slide through the Parliament without its being debatedan extension to Sunday trading, nor do they want an exten-
Even though members on the Government side do not wasion to the current shopping hours—and who can blame
to make any contribution to the debate, we have plenty ofhem? Just in case the Government does not realise it, small
active local members of Parliament on this side who want thusiness is doing it very hard out there. Any extension to
make a contribution. | am amazed in this whole debate abowhop trading hours will not benefit small business in any way.
where the great demand exists for changes to shopping houhat we will get as a result of the modest increase in
| am not too sure where this great move comes from, becaustopping hours that has been put forward by this Government
it certainly does not come from existing businesses in thés a harder deal for small business in getting its market share.
electorate of Lee and, | believe, if we looked at the various We all know the go; we all know what will happen from
electorates in both metropolitan and country areas, we woulthe point of view of all those small businesses that are doing
see that there is no great demand across the board for changtesp hard at the moment. It will only increase their difficulty
to shopping hours. in getting market share and having to compete against the
What we have in place now is something which themajor shopping centres. What this is all about is a failed
majority of businesses and consumers around the State woudttempt by the Government to bring forward its agenda. It has
support. | notice that some modest changes have been patought in its compromise position. This is the Olsen-
forward by the Government. We all know why these modesWestfield shopping centres failed Bill, and it is a very poor
changes have been put forward: basically it is the John Olsesnd shabby piece of legislation. | say to those members,
and Westfield shopping centres’ failed shopping hours Billincluding the member for Hartley who earlier in this debate,
That is what the Bill is all about. The Bill is a failed attempt before the dinner break, said that he welcomed this piece of
by the Premier, who cannot even get through his own Partiegislation, ‘Let us see how much the small businesses around
forums what he wants to bring before Parliament. What gour area welcome it. | am sure they will be notified as we
failure and a disgrace we have as a Premier when he cannoiove into 1999 but more so as we run up to the next State
even get through his own Party forums the piece of legislatiorlection.’
that he wants to bring before this Parliament! Let us not hide | draw to the attention of the House that many businesses
it or muck around at the edges. The Bill is nothing more olin the area of Lee have highlighted to me their disquiet with
less than a failed attempt by the Premier of this State, ththe proposals that the Government put on the agenda some
Leader of this Government, who cannot get through his owmonths ago. It has now squibbed on that agenda; we all know
Party forums what he wants to bring before this Parliamenthat. No-one can deny that and, if they do, no-one will believe
because, as members on both sides of the House and taem anyway. | have had a number of submissions, and | will
people out in the community know, arrangements were madshare a few. | cannot share them all because | do not have
and commitments were given that the Premier would bringime. One of the very strong submissions that | received was
forward to this Parliament legislation on Sunday trading. from Smiths of Port Adelaide. They certainly put on the
What we have before us is nothing more than a squitagenda very strongly their opposition to any extension of
attempt to put on the agenda some moderate changes whiSlanday trading. That was one of the very earliest submissions
probably will not even be taken up by the businesd received, and I have received submissions from other car
community of South Australia. We have a Premier who haslealers as well, such as Executive Car Sales, Adtrans and so
squibbed this issue. Not only can he not get things througforth. | know that the member for Hanson will raise certain
Parliament but he cannot get things past first base in his owguestions in Committee in respect to how this legislation
House and his own Party. Little needs to be said about hignpacts upon car dealerships, because we are not precisely
lack of leadership, because there is no leadership whatsoevsuare about how car dealerships have been or will be affected
As local members of Parliament, we have all receivedy the legislation or whether they are exempt from it.
document after document and submission after submission Certainly, | have received submissions from a range of the
from local business houses that are in strong opposition tearious dealers in the motor industry. One which | received
any changes to shop trading hours. In particular, their maivas from Mr Nigel Williams of West Lakes, who in no
concern is not to extend Sunday trading further, and Lncertain manner highlighted his opposition to any extension
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of retail trading hours as they apply to the motor industry. IColes, Target, K-Mart, Myer and Woolworths, because of
look forward to the member for Hanson asking a number obverheads, costs and staffing. The major stores have very
questions about how the motor industry may or may not béttle increase in overhead costs in staffing because they are
affected by this piece of legislation. Another submissionalready employing night fill staff. For Coles and Woolworths
came from Mr Steve Kowalski, also of West Lakes, whoto open extra hours it is only a minimum wage increase: for
works for the Adtrans group, once again, an area which ispecialty retailers to open extra hours it is a crippling cost.
involved in the motor industry. | have had a number of For small business and specialty retailers, this is the worst
submissions from the motor industry. | also had a submissiopossible outcome. It means shopping centre traffic will be
from Mr John Tew, who lives in the West Lakes area andspread over longer hours, but part of those hours will be when
who has a cafe and coffee shop and estimates that his stafbecialty retailers are not open. Not only does the specialty
numbers will be reduced as a result of the proposals to put aretailer have a labour staffing and costing disadvantage
the agenda the introduction of Sunday trading. compared to major stores, they also have an enormous rent
At least we do not have that in front of us, becausedisadvantage, paying an average rental in a regional shopping
certainly on this side of the House we are universally, 100 pecentre of $1 000 per square metre compared to a major store
cent strongly opposed to the extension of Sunday trading. Wental of approximately $150 per square metre.
have always been very consistent about that. The voters know | could go on and on, but there is a range of reasons why
that we on this side of the House will support small businesssmall business will be disadvantaged. It is very important that
we will support people who work in the retail area and ensureve listen and take heed of the plight of small business,
that they and their families are protected in terms of Sundapecause this increase will be to their disadvantage. The
trading. amendment put before us by the member for Ross Smith is
Ms Rankine interjecting: something we should all strongly support, because it will
Mr WRIGHT: We do indeed. It is good to hear the ensure that greater protection is given to those people who
member for Wright pipe up in the background—a very goodexist in the big shopping centres.
member, and a very good comment. Believe it or not, | have If we are not careful, before long we will find more and
also received a submission from Eudunda Farmers, and | wasore of these small specialty shops going out of business. If
delighted to receive it, because we represent the broagbu go around these big shopping centres, have a close look
spectrum. You would expect the farmers to be going to that them and talk to the small specialty shop owners, you will
Government, but in a total lack of confidence they have comeee that most of them are not doing well. Obviously some are
to me, putting forward their submission in regard to thedoing well but many are not, and you only have to go to some
review of shop trading hours. | know that the member forof the areas at Marion and out to West Lakes and Tea Tree
Hanson has looked— Gully and look at the floor space that exists in these shopping
Mr Lewis interjecting: centres to see that. It will get worse unless we can turn around
Mr WRIGHT: The member for Hanson has looked business and give some heart and protection to small
closely at the submission from Eudunda Farmers, and | woulbusiness, as we should be doing.
actually regard it as more important than the Oodnadatta In conclusion, in my very first contribution in this
fishers, to which the honourable member referred. | hav®arliament in my maiden speech | made reference to
received a number of other submissions, but there is one ishopping hours and spoke about the problems that additional
which | think the Minister would be interested. | can see thashopping hours caused to small business. It is an entree for
he is vitally interested in my contribution and in the debatethe big shopping centres to get more market share. It is an
and he may be interested in this one because, despite the faetsy situation because they have night fill staff there. It is
that it comes from a small retailer in South Australia, thiseasy to put one or two more people in place and will not be
person actually lives in his electorate. | know that this persomanywhere near the same cost or burden to them as it will be
has written to his local member of Parliament, and to the bedbr small shops to stay open, operate and continue to get their
of my knowledge the local member has not replied, but whamarket share. It is all very well to say that they do not have
more would you expect? A copy of this submission has beeto trade or stay open, but we all know what takes place in
sent to me. It was directed to the Minister in his capacity apractice. The pressures are applied and demands are put on
the local member as well as the Minister who has the carriagiaem by big shopping centres. When it comes to their licence
of this legislation. It is from Spend-Less Shoes, which is anext time around it is put into their clause that they have to
footwear retail outlet with 59 stores in Australia: 20 in Southopen certain hours or there will be penalties.
Australia, 20 in Queensland, 11 in Western Australia, seven The amendment that the member for Ross Smith has
in Victoria and one in the Northern Territory. foreshadowed will not overcome that altogether, but it will
Mr Lewis: Who is their local member? at least give greater protection to the small shop owners in the
Mr WRIGHT: The Minister over there; he is not even big shopping centres. If we are to get the balance correct we
listening. This retailer lives in the Minister’s electorate. Youmust not only protect big business and ensure that the big
know how people live in houses and actually write to theirshopping centres continue to trade but ensure that all the
local member? Anyway, he has written to his local membershopping centres and small shops that exist in those shopping
This business has some 59 stores Australia wide and 20 gentres, the strip shopping centres and all shops in the various
South Australia, so you would regard it as fairly significant.communities are able to trade profitably. If that is not able to
It regards itself as a specialty retailer. happen, we will lose more people and more employment and
This letter is from Spend-Less Shoes, Minister. He refersnore of those shops will close as greater pressure is put on
in his correspondence to you, Minister, in case you have namall business and shops in the community.
read it, to the recent changes in weekday trading in the Itis all very well for some people to be of the view, as is
suburbs and city as being a major blow to small business artie member for Fisher, that we should have open slather.
specialty retailers for the following reasons: specialityThere will be some arguments and contributions that we only
retailers cannot open the hours of the major stores such aswve to look to other parts of the world to see that we should
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simply have open slather. We are not other parts of the world. Total deregulation of shopping hours would be a disaster for the
We do not have population bases like they have in LondorfZity of Adelaide and the State as a whole. The small population of

; +~Adelaide cannot sustain unrestricted trading hours. The cost could
Tokyo and New York. As the member for Elizabeth qwtebe horrendous not only on economic grounds with small businesses

correctly says, even they do not have open slather. If yoHoing broke, but also the social cost could be very high with more
analyse some of the trends that exist in those big shoppingmily breakdowns, as there will be more children at home without
centres around the world where they have been more flexiblgarental supervision. Even in Melbourne with a population three

with trading hours, you will find that they are not staying times that of Adelaide, according to reports hundreds of small retail
. ! family businesses have been forced to close down and thousands of
open like they once were.

jobs lost since deregulation of trading hours in December 1996.

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | support the Bill. As the They go on further to pose questions and then to answer
member for Lee said, this Bill is a giant backdown by thethem, as follows:
Government in terms of what it originally hoped to achieve  Who are the protagonists who push for extended trading hours?
in changing shop trading hours. Members on this Sideglertainly not the thousands of South Australian family business

; ; Co perators, the 60 000 shop assistants and their families or the vast
including the shadow Minister, the Leader and other speaker ajority of consumers who are opposed to extended weekend trading

have exposed the duplicity and dishonesty of the GovernmeRpys. “The chief advocates for the seven day unrestricted trading
in terms of its promises and statements both before the 199%®urs seem to us be a handful of the large interstate owned shopping
election and in its planned sell-out to the big operators beforeentre developers, and the large retailers with interstate headquarters
last year’s State election. The interesting point is that befor&anting to increase their market share.

; Is there an objective to monopolise the South Australian retail
us is an enormous backdown and all that the GOVemmerﬂ‘idustry by curtailing the effectiveness of the small independent

could get away with in the face of massive opposition fromgperator's” trade? Deregulation seems to have little to do with
the community in relation to a change in shopping hours. Jugfonsumer need or the tourist industry.
as the member for Lee said, the tiny changes that have been Does the public demand and/or need seven day trading? A
made will probably not be taken up by too many businessegumber of surveys carried out suggest that over 70 per cent of
at all respondents believe that the present shopping hours are sufficient.
) . . . However, we believe there is no need to undergo expensive surveys
Before this debate was in full swing, as a consumer to determine the demand for extended trading hours. The answer is
supported deregulation of shopping hours for my own benefisimply there to be seen in a very practical manner within the retail

However, reading the correspondence and talking to peopl&hops and in particular within supermarkets.

partulaly small shopkeepers and workers, abouthe ssueg 11 ey heetof Semandyou woul exoect o see e
that affect them has led me to change my position. | W'”contrary, by 5 p.m. there are very few customers within stores, and

share with the House tonight some of those views that madgthough shopping centres stay open until 6 p.m. specialty stores
me change my view. within centres tend to cease trading at 5.30 p.m. as there is a lack of

| received a number of letters and contacts from constitugustomers, with the exception some supermarkets remain open until
ents who worked in the retail motor trade, all of whom were In the past when closing time on Saturdays used to be at 12 noon,

absolutely and implacably opposed to Sunday trading. | alS§aturday morming trade was the busiest time of the week. Often
received a telephone call from and had a conversation witbustomers had to queue up to be served, therefore, a clear case to

the proprietor of New Spot Motors in my electorate, alsoextend Saturday trading hours. Now even on Saturdays after 4 p.m.
firmly against Sunday trading for that industry. AnotherCustomer numbers within the shops are very few.

constituent has a snack bar in Rundle Mall and contacted mEhe submission continues:

a couple of weeks ago to say that all the small traders he | s fair for some retailers to be restricted from trading seven

knew in Rundle Mall were dead against any changes imiays a week whilst others are able to trade? Some of the people who
current shopping hours and were very unlikely to take up theall for fairness in the marketplace are the owners of large, mostly
option of the increase in hours to 9 o’clock for week nightregional shopping centres with all of the huge advantages enjoyed
trading by their complexes. Such advantages include prime locations with
’ ) . concentration within their centres of all major retailersn contrast
I must say, though, that the detailed and lengthy submisp this, the small shopping centres are positioned in poor locations
sion | found the most compelling actually came from thewith the added disadvantage of limits placed upon them by

owners of the Munno Para Shopping City Comp|ex_aGovernment planning regulations restricting any potential for growth
n the floor space for these centres. The owners of these small centres

co_mplex V\_/h'Ch is outside my e_leCtorate an_d which is in th%nd their retailers we believe would gladly trade their ‘fortunes’ with
neighbouring electorate of Napier, but certainly people in myhe ‘disadvantaged’ developers and large chain retailers.
electorate shop there as well as at Elizabeth City Centre and Are certain aspects of the present retail trade legislation anti-
other local shopping centres. They sent in a very comprehegompetitive? Often Government puts regulations in place specifically
sive submission which said it all and which covered allto Preserve competitiveness by preventing monopoly situations from
. . . ._:Qccurring in the marketplace.
issues, and | will put some of it on the record. The submissiof! . ) -
] One of the arguments promoted is that deregulation will increase

states: competition. This agenda relies on the premise that a maximum

As owners of the Munno Para Shopping City Complex, ownergiumber of competitors will remain in the marketplace. If deregula-
of Munno Para Foodland, and also operators of several small retdipn actually drives a large number of independent retailers out of the
businesses, with a work force of over 250 employees, we wish toharket, then the result would be removal of many competitors and
voice our strong objection to any further deregulation of the retaiin actual reduction in real competition. Given the near dominance
trading hours, and more specifically to Sunday trading. Our objectioff the large chain retailers who already control approximately
is not motivated by any self-interest. On the contrary, Munno Pard5 per cent of the supermarket trade, for competition to occur there
Shopping City, consisting of two large supermarkets, a discounfust be a strong independent retailer presence in the marketplace as
department store and some 48 specialty stores and services wittell as the chain retailers. South Australia is the cheapest State in
plans for further expansion, will be in a position to benefit from anyAustralia to purchase foodstuffs. This is not by accident or by the
extended trading hours. Our objection is based on principle, for wgenerosity of large chain retailers. The real reason—a strong
believe total deregulation has the potential of destroying hundredg§dependent sector who not only competes with the ‘chains’ but also
of South Australian family businesses and also, due to our involvecompetes very fiercely among themselves.
ment in the retail industry, we know from experience thatthereisno We emphasise real competition occurs not by extending further
need or demand for extended trading hours. . . trading hours but by retaining the maximum number of competitors
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in the marketplace. Deregulation seems to have little to do witragainst Sunday trading. However, | am disappointed that we
consumer needs. have heard from so few Government members during this
It continues: important debate. Obviously, that is a reflection of the

Who will benefit if trading hours are deregulated and who will embarragsmer}t with which thgy view this huge backdown on
be the losers? An even greater control of the retail trade with instardndertakings given to the retail sector by each of them as well
increase in property values and profits for owners of large shoppings the Premier and the Government.

centres and large retailers. At the other end of the scale, reduced : :
value in smaller shopping centres and financial ruin for many small Earlier this year, the Labor Party conducted a one day

retailers and small shopping centre owners. The first victims will bepho_ne-in on the issue of shop trading h_ours. Because this is
the very many small family businesses such as delicatessens, tak&n important issue and because | received so much corres-

aways and small grocery stores, food shops who operate seven dgysndence from the community regarding its concerns about

not by choice, but for the simple reason that they cannot compe ; ; ; ;
with the large retailers during normal trading hours. Further, th(teﬁ‘r]e extension of trading hours, in company with about a

owners of small shopping centre properties face financial ruin if thefl0Zen volunteers who staffed the phone lines | took part in
lose some of their tenants. All these people are South Australiathat phone-in for several hours. During that period when |

families. They live, work, invest and spend their hard-earned dollargvas constantly answering calls—there were a large number
in South Australia. They create employment for themselves and thej§s calls from each of the categories of retail operators
families and the community. . ’
) workers and customers—I think | took only one phone call
It continues: from a retail customer who supported the extension of shop
Will deregulated trading hours create more jobs? The effect ofrading hours.

deregulation of trading hours, we believe, will lead to anincreasein - 1pa response surprised me, because the media had been
unemployment queues. Experience shows that when you concentrate '

retail trade in fewer hands for every one new job created two are lo&fomoting the concept that all Qf Adelaide wanted shop
elsewhere and, further to this, more people will lose full-time jobstrading hours extended. Adelaide’s newspaper had certainly

to part-time and casual employment. asserted that, and the Government had maintained that its
They go on to make some other points and they talk about thefoposal for extended shop trading hours and Sunday trading
whole issue of tourism and the furphy about deregulation ofad wide support. However, that was not borne out by the
trading hours being a requirement for a positive tourisithone calls that | took on that day.

industry. They talk about other issues affecting small As | have said, | am disappointed that Government
retailers. On reading that submission and after speaking witthembers have taken so little interest in this debate, particular-
John and Nick Chapley and their family, who own and runly given the large volume of correspondence that they would
the Munno Para Shopping City Centre, | am convinced thalbave received. | would have thought that at least they would
those points are clearly brought out. take an interest, but their lack of interest is indicative of the

The other issue | raise is the letter that came with thelisunity within the Liberal Party on this issue. This was

Adelaide City Council’s submission on shop trading hoursdrawn to my attention when | heard the Minister refer to the
That letter includes five recommendations for consideratiofact that this legislation was the optimal outcome, a good
by the Department for Administrative and Information result, but in the very next breath the Premier said that this

Services, as follows: piece of legislation was all he could manage to get through
The Adelaide City Centre should retain exclusivity of SundayParliament. Obviously, disunity within the Liberal Party goes
trading. to the leadership as well. This is not only a backdown from

The quantum of shopping hours should be maintained at existinthe undertaking that the Premier gave to various parts of the

|eve_|ls but f_eéa”efstb_e tgi\;ent ﬁ ChC:inIB_OBhO\zv this c?usantghmAis %pri!iedretail sector but, as the member for Lee said, it is also a squib.
0 provide certainty to the retail industry and South Australian : .
business in general, a five year moratorium should be set and criteria Regarding the phone-in that Labor conducted, the

for further deregulation established based on agreed growth ifommon concern that was putto me by people from all three

population and gross domestic product figures, or some othegectors (retail operators, workers and customers) was that

meisgt’etsgh as ’eta"tsg'est'”d'calt_f”s- Hould be develoned whictNEME is only a finite amount of money and that extending
ate Government Centres policy should be developed which, . : ;

makes specific reference to controls over future regional shoppingadm%.hourz Wﬁmd T)cl)'t increase the ?‘bso'“te amount of

centres growth. Effective retail monitoring and measuring indicator§*Penditure by the public on consumer items. Concern was

should be developed for the city and State as a matter of priority. also raised quite often about the impact that extended trading

| would appreciate the Minister's comment on those recomiours would have on the lifestyle of retail workers and

mendations and an indication of whether the Government h¥€rators. _
given any consideration to adopting any more than the first | answered one telephone call that involved a sector to
recommendation which relates to Sunday trading in the Cityvthom we have not given much thought during this debate,
of Adelaide. and that is the cleaning industry, the many people who clean
I will conclude my remarks at that point. | believe that theShop premises after they have closed. Currently, they work
Labor Opposition can hold its head high in relation to thislate after 9 p.m. closure on Friday night in the city and
matter. It is the only Party that has maintained a consisterthursday night in the suburbs. Cleaners start work at about
position. It has listened carefully to workers and small9-30 p-m. and finish well after midnight, and that has quite
retailers, and it has done what it said it would do: oppose@n impact on their lifestyle. For every hour that trading is

Sunday trading, stood up for small operators, and tried to gé¥xtended, they will start their work later, and that will impact
a fair and balanced result. significantly on their family life. The cleaning industry is a

significant part of the retail sector, but that aspect has not
Ms WHITE (Taylor): My colleagues have put the entered into the debate.
position of the Labor Caucus very well, so | will not repeat  As a committed representative of the electorate of Taylor,
their arguments. | support this Bill. Like my colleagues, |1 live in the electorate (at Paralowie), | work in the elector-
have received a number of submissions from a range aite—I would spend more time working in the electorate if the
retailers and motor traders who have strongly put the castreasurer would allow me to shift my office there—and |
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shop in the electorate. Most shopping in the electorate afisadvantage the city. That means he will not support Sunday trading

Taylor consists of small strips of shops. in the suburbs.
Mr Lewis interjecting: . . An honourable member: He didn’t say that.
Ms WHITE: | don’tknow anything about that, butwill ~ \rs GERAGHTY: Ifitis in the paper, itis true. Like the

raise another issue about that at another time. | also shop fRember for Colton, | do not support Sunday trading in the
my Leader’s electorate which has two major retail shoppingypurbs either—as has been stated by other members on this
centres: Salisbury and Hollywood Plaza. | do quite a bit okjge. But we do not support it for different reasons—not
my shopping at Hollywood Plaza. | have been lobbiedyecause of the disadvantage to the city but because we have

particularly strongly by retail operators and workers atconcerns about local traders and workers in the metropolitan
Hollywood Plaza and also at the Salisbury shopping complexgres.

For 'Fhe reasons.outlined by many of my colleagues, they are \r Atkinson interjecting:
particularly worried about the influence of the large retailers Mrs GERAGHTY: Indeed. | am
on the management of their shopping centre and the influence - LT ’

of those large retailers over them. Mr Atkinson interjecting: .

Of course, any extension or restriction of shopping hours  Mrs GERAGHTY: | am sure you can explain that one
deals with the balance between the large and small retd® Me later, Michael: | am confused. As we know, many
sectors. | am told that around 80 000 workers are employegi@!l traders are struggling to make ends meet and to cover
in the retail sector in South Australia. The Small Retailerdust their overheads, not to mention earning enough income
Association has indicated that 80 per cent of the food sectdP SUPPort their families. | believe that the community in
is held by the major food chains, whereas 20 years ago it wed€neral—and certainly the people in my electorate—do not
half that figure, and that this is grossly higher than is the casgHPPOrt extended trading hours. Opening until 7 p.m. on
in any other country. The association also claims that th eekdays certainly will not increase the cash flow of traders,
small retail sector employs three times the number of peoplBecause people do not have any extra money: they do not
per dollar turnover than do the major retailers. | cannof!@ve €xtra money in their pocket simply because the shops
confirm whether those figures are correct. However, th&'® open until 7 p.m. As we know, there is just so much
retailers in my electorate and in the electorates surroundir;gﬂoney in the community, so there is no way in which
it, in which my constituents shop, say that they are particularé xtended trading hours will increase thaf[ amount of money.
ly concerned about the influence of the major retailers and There are several small supermarkets in my electorate, and
that that needs to be considered in legislation such as thisone just outside it, who rely on after hours trade to survive:

My concern is that we look after all sectors, all interested! is the only thing that keeps their businesses afloat. For
parties in this debate—the customers, the operators and tggample, there is one small supermarket at Holden Hill
workers. Like my colleagues, | doubt that the major businestWhich is in the member for Florey’s electorate) that is very
ses in the city centre will make use of the extension ofMmportant to our local community, because a lot of people
shopping hours until 9 p.m. during the week as outlined irdround that area do not drive: they walk to the supermarket,
this Bill. | am concerned that small retailers in the suburbs ar0 their shopping and take it home. If we were to lose that
not forced into trading when it is not profitable for them to Supermarket, for example, those families, and particularly the
do so during the week, and | wonder whether we will seeelderly, would be greatly disadvantaged. Extended trading
another round of this debate when it comes to the issue &Fill create problems for that supermarket in particular, and
Sunday trading in the suburbs. As we know, certain commitone other. If we are to consider shop assistants and workers
ments have been given to the major retailers about Sunddy the industry and the small business person, we have to
trading in the suburbs. The Bill before us does not deliver oigonsider the disruption to their family life. Their family
those promises. Obviously, there will be a lot of pressure o§nvironment will suffer, and mums and dads will not be able
the Government to reconsider that. So, | will monitor with to spend quality time with their family. | am sure it has been

great interest the progress of this debate in the future. ~ Said before that very few, if any, jobs will be created through
| support the Bill. | understand that there will be an extended trading hours. These days, many jobs have been

support. But | ask members particularly to take heed of thé0. there is very limited benefit to the community.
concerns of the small retail sector because, without it, so goes The small traders in major centres will be forced to open
our competition in the retail area. longer, because we know that, otherwise, in some way they
will have their lease agreements terminated or they will not
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | believe that almost be renewed for some technical reason. Workers and small

everything that can be said has been said— traders are very concerned, and | know that other members
An honourable member interjecting: have been inundated with correspondence, as have I. | would
Mrs GERAGHTY: Sorry Minister, but | think— like to share a few of these letters.
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: An honourable member interjecting:
Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes. | would like to share— Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes.
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Mrs GERAGHTY: If the Minister for Human Services Mrs GERAGHTY: The member for Spence has no need
hasn't heard it, | am happy to regurgitate it all again. | refefig pe suspicious of me. A letter that | received from a person
to an article in thédvertiserof Saturday 26 September this py the name of Alex Rinaldi states:
year, which was written by Greg Kelton and Miles Kemp. In | am employed in the retail motor industry by a subsidiary

part, the article states: company of Adtrans Group Limited. Enclosed is a copy of the

The Government is under pressure from within on this issue, witlsubmission made by our managing director to the State Government
several backbenchers, including former Lord Mayor Mr Steveon the subject of the current review of the Shop Trading Hours Act
Condous, warning he will not allow any changes that could1977.
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Both my employer and | are opposed to any extension of théhe customers, our constituents, who shop and buy goods in
trading hours as they apply to the retail automotive industry. | wouldhese establishments.

appreciate it if you would read and consider the submission. . . The third group is comprised of the customers themselves
That was a very extensive submission. Further, Robiny constituents. These people are enormously important, but
Nelson, Peter and Brian all sent in letters. They are aljpere is only so much money to go around and increasing
employed in the retail industry at Peter Davey Toyota and argnopping hours does not make any more available. All it does
opposed to any extension of retail trading hours as they apply spread the available money more thinly across the board.
to the retail motor industry. They say: For this reason, it becomes unviable for many small busines-
I know from experience that there is sufficient time available forses to open at certain times and for much longer periods of
people to purchase a motor vehicle within the existing trading hour§me. | am opposed to the complete deregulation of shopping

of Monday to Saturday inclusive. Any move to deregulate tradin f g .
hours will impact unfavourably on my employment by increasingghoursl because in my opinion at present there are quite

overheads. adequate provisions and opportunities for people to shop, and

No doubt they are concerned about their job security. Anothellml'm'teFj shopping is unnecessary. There are only 1.4 I’T.1I|'|I0n
letter from the Newsagents Association states: people in South Australia, and of those about 1.1 million

o " reside in the Adelaide metropolitan area. Proponents of
The Newsagents Association of South Australia L'm'tedderegulation of shopping hours try to compare South
represents approximately 189 retail only newsagents, 112 hom o . ;
delivery only newsagents and 118 combined retail and home delivedpustralia with New South Wales and Victoria and also major

newsagents throughout the State. The association is concerned therseas cities, but that is quite ridiculous.
the current Government of South Australia has decided to re-visit the People who work in other occupations already have

issue of extending shop trading hours. Small retailers, independentd -, h ith k
supermarkets and the City of Adelaide (as a retail centre) will be thédequate opportunities to shop, with many supermarkets

losers in any extension to shop trading hours. We have enclosedapening very early in the mornings. For some years now we

copy of a summary of the association’s concerns regarding shopave had late night shopping on Thursday nights in the

trading hours. suburbs, late night shopping in the city on Fridays, and

That, too, was a very compelling argument put forward in thaSaturday and Sunday trading in the city. | believe that there

summary. There is also a letter from the Elizabeth Groveare more than adequate opportunities for people, no matter
Shopping Centre and Croydon Park Shopping Centrevhat their circumstances, to get to shops to do their much
According to the letter from Peter Jenzen, the Ownerheeded shopping.

Manager, in part his concerns are: Many small businesses are run by families, and these hard
In other words, the loss of hundreds of full-time jobs in smallworking people need leisure time to relax and to spend time

_bl:Sin(ti‘StS CaHQOt be replace_d{)y paft-tim?-ioﬁ'ﬂ' he arggrr;enc}that with their families. This also applies to the many workers
interstate and overseas visitors cannot shop in Adelaide is n ; ; ;
absolutely correct. Adelaide already enjoys a wealth of :shoppin%)mploy(:“d by small businesses. Itis very unfair to force them

areas and tourist attractions that cater specifically for weekenEP WOrk longer hours and to deny them of their time off and
trade . . Due to lack of demand, Thomas Cook have ceased operatidhose leisure activities they like to enjoy. Many small
of their money changing facilities on Sundays. | believe that it wouldbusiness people who employ people have told me that, if

be acceptable to change some of these trading hours— shopping hours are further deregulated or relaxed, they either

and he is talking about a very minor change— will be forced out of business or will have to cut their work

but | feel that it would be unwise and unnecessary to totallyforce, thereby increasing the level of unemployment, which

deregulate. . . is already unacceptably high.

He certainly urges that we do not allow seven day trading. | was amazed to find recently that the large multinational
Mr Lewis interjecting: corporations such as the large supermarkets have an enor-

Mrs GERAGHTY: The problem is that perhaps there is mous 80 per cent of the retail market in South Australia, and
just not the market for it. All these groups feel abandoned byhat is a disgrace. This greedy percentage is quite unaccept-
this Government, and so they should, because the Goverable and puts enormous pressure on small retail businesses,
ment is not really concerned about the small traders and gausing many to close down. This would be one of the
certainly not concerned about the community in general. Ihighest, if not the highest, percentage of the share of retail
is a shame that the Government was not more honest witfiading in the world. It compares with 10 per centand lessin
South Australians prior to the last election. The Governmenfany overseas cities and countries. As big as the present
reneged on its promise not to sell ETSA and on its commit80 per centis, if shopping hours are deregulated further, this
ment to small traders and workers. We in the communit@/ready outrageous percentage will be even higher.
believe that members of the Government had their fingers | shall quote from a document issued by the Newsagents
crossed. Association of South Australia, which represents members

who for the most part run small businesses. It expresses

Mr De LAINE (Price): | support this Bill with mixed  concerns about any change in shop trading hours as it affects
feelings. The Shop Workers Union and the Small Retailershe Newsagents Association. The document states:
Association are fairly happy with the provisions of this Bill, . . .

The current shop trading hours are said to constrain consumers

so | will support it. There are three main groups who aresy,qnning, and yet every survey known to the association asking if
directly affected by legislated shopping hours. First, there arghoppers are happy with current trading hours has indicated that
small businesses themselves. They are the backbone of olff per cent (or more) of consumers wish to maintain the current
economy, providing much needed services and, collectivel}ours with a further group suggesting that trading hours should be
employing a very large number of people in the community, -0 -¢€

particularly young people. The second group is comprised dfemphasise reduced, not increased. It continues:

the workers themselves who are employed by small business. If consumers are not driving the call for changes to retail shop

The whole system WOrkS only bec_ause of these_ people. Theding hours and small retail groups as well as most independent
are the ones who provide the service and who directly contastipermarkets are not calling for change, who is?
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I would say that it would be this Government, backed by thenent of members who are simply going through the motions
large retailers and the big supermarket chains that | havend who are not really interested in what | would have
mentioned. The document continues: thought was very important legislation. The member for

Following the deregulation of shopping hours on the easterd/nley has been silent on the legislation to date (I may be
seaboard two of the largest supermarket chains are reported agong and he might have had a word a bit earlier): he has
continuing to grow their market share of sales while at the same timgtrip Shopping in his electorate and | would have thought that,

increatsmg prices, at the cost of small business and independegf 4| members, he would be a bit interested in the legislation
operators. ! '

According to the figures drawn from the Australian Bureau ofMaybe he is feeling comfortable with his 9 per cent or 10 per
Statistics—per $ million turnover, small retailing employs some 20cent margin and he can be a little relaxed when it comes to
people, while large retailers employ some seven people to effect th@presenting the interests of small shop owners and, more
same turnover. particularly, shop workers in his electorate. | thought | would
That is a difference of 13 people. It continues: start by highlighting a trend that | know can only lead to the

These statistics may be a good measure of labour efficiency bilectoral demise of this Government opposite. Itis obvious—
for every million dollars of turnover that goes from small retail  Mr Condous interjecting:

business to large retailers, results in big job losses to South Australia. pr EOLEY: | will tell you what, Steve, | am coming

There is no evidence that can be offered by the association tha, . :
indicates that the current shop trading hours are restraining th%aCk but you ain’t. | am coming back, Steve, and so are all

State’s economy. On the contrary in other States where trading hou my colleagues, but you ain't.
have increased in recent times, we understand that retail sentiment, Members interjecting:

trading volumes and small business are on the decline. The The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order!
association believes that in Victoria, since shop trading hours wer, ’ ’

deregulated, small business failure rates are up by 65 per cent. fembers will cease interjecting.

One of the consequences of the current Shop Trading Hours Act Mr FOLEY: For the member for Colton to say, ‘l don't
1977 is that it tended to discriminate most against some of the largegare about my electorate’, where was Steve when it came to
retailers. However this discrimination (as blunt an instrument as ithe \West Beach protesters, the people to whom he said one

may be) has the effect of trying to balance the scales between largg. . . -
and small operators in the market place. A market place where #iing before the election and then did exactly the opposite

1994 the committee reporting into shop trading hours indicated thagtter? The member for Colton came in here one day with a
three companies had over 70 per cent of the market share for fodsD 000 signature petition on shop trading hours. We remem-
stuffs in Australia. We understand that this market share has growger what happened to that. The member for Colton should sit
since 1994. ; ; i i
Extensions to shop trading hours during the week has been trieg.aCk ‘F.jmd enjoy hls'next thrge years. It might be useful if
After the review of shop trading hours in 1994, Friday night late0Ccasionally he gotinvolved in the debates and issues about

night shopping in the suburbs was tried for approximately threavhich he talks so much.
months. After three months we understand the extended trading in  Mr Condous interjecting:

the suburbs was dropped due to lack of support. Why are we [then] . .
contemplating going down this track again? MrFOLEY. \_Ne”’_ get. up and contribute, Steve.
Mr Condous interjecting:

and by big business. Wil | suppart the B, ssue aord, M FOLEY: Oh, we are going t have a contibuion. e
y D9 ' PP ' . _have needled the member for Colton into a contribution.
of warning to the Government. On any future moves to tinker . S

Members interjecting:

with shop trading hours, it must listen to the people who The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

know what is going on, that is, the small business peopl :
themselves and the workers who are employed by the§8 order. The member for Colton is out of order and the
ember for Hart should not respond to interjections.

businesses. The Government should not be led, asitis noW, )
Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir. | am pleased that we have

by the big retailers who support the Liberal Party.
y g PP y prodded the member for Colton into feeling ashamed enough
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | commence by saying that this Bill 0 make a contribution in the debate. When it comes to shop

has probably, like none other in recent times, highlighted th&ading hours, I commenced my working career as a shop

pathetic state of the Government. This very important piec@ssistant. My first job was at the old John Martin’s at West

of legislation is something into which the Opposition has put-akes. My late mother was a shop assistant for many years

its heart and soul—looking at the Bill and debating it tonight.at John Martin’s at West Lakes and | have had quite a degree

This legislation, which the Premier, the Minister and othersf €xperience— S

have said is another strategic piece of the legislative program, The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

is something about which we have hardly heard a whisper The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley

from members opposite. We have hardly had a contributiofs out of order.

from members opposite. The so-called protector of the The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

Adelaide CBD, the member for Colton, is yet again silenton The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley

this legislation. | would have thought that anyone who shoulds out of order.

have a contribution to make on this Bill would be the member Mr FOLEY: Retail shopping is something with which |

for Colton. No, to date the member for Colton has chosen ndtave had a degree of experience. The changing nature of shop

to enter the debate and many other members opposite, whanading hours is something that causes significant stresses on

| would have thought had a small business constituency damilies. As someone who grew up in a retail family, | know

who had small businesses in rural or regional South Australiahat, when late night shopping came along, it involved an

may well have wanted to contribute to this piece of legisla-adjustment for families; when Saturday morning shopping

tion. came along, it involved another family adjustment; and when
However, | understand that | am the last on the speakin@aturday afternoon shopping came along, there was yet again

list on this Bill, and this yet again shows, in a glaring another adjustment. We saw various changes to week night

example, the pathetic state of this Government: it is a tiredrading and the reality is that it does put a significant impost

Government and a Government of disinterest. It is a Goverrand difficulties on families. The reality is, | believe, that we
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now have in South Australia more than adequate hours withiwas not about to withhold competition payments to South
which one can shop. Australia because Graeme Samuel in Melbourne thought it
Whilst | accept the Bill, | am not convinced that the extrawas a good idea.
hours are necessary in suburban shops. Whilst the freeing up That meeting with Mr Samuel left me in no doubt that his
of shopping hours is inevitable and has been inevitable iposition and that of the NCC make it a body we must watch
some part to accommodate changing work patterns for margarefully. | say to some of the rural members here that, if you
in the community, it is without any foundation to suggest thatthought that his comments on shopping hours were somewhat
greater flexibility will add more to economic activity. There significant, dictatorial and extreme—
are only certain dollars to go around. We can now shop all An honourable member: Who?
day Saturday, and Sunday in the city, and we are talking Mr FOLEY: Graeme Samuel of the National Competition
about extending week nights for suburban shops. These a@»uncil; you should have heard what he was saying about
more than adequate hours. The reality is that one section afpstream water. | would suggest that a rural based Party such
the community is under enormous stress when it comes tas the National Party, parts of the Liberal Party and the
increased shopping hours, that is, the workers, and most ofténdependent benches watch this space when the National
those workers in small retail outlets are required to work theCompetition Council starts to talk about water and see how
extra hours and accept harsher conditions. That is a realitit.affects the river and users of water in terms of the cost of
I have witnessed it and been part of it. | have been part of ithat water and whether or not water should reflect the true
in my family and it is a fact of life. As | said, | do not cost of delivery.
subscribe to the view that we need total or any more signifi- Mr Lewis: Hear, hear!
cant deregulation to accommodate any surge in economic Mr FOLEY: If you want to implement that policy in the
activity. Murray Mallee along the river | suspect the good voters of
I have been interested in the Government’s approach tMannum might have a different view. That was just a side
this because, as we know, the Premier is following a patterissue. We on this side support the Bill. The Labor Opposition
he established when he came back as whatrthancial has conducted a good debate; we have constructively
Reviewcalled the ‘loser of the century’. He said, ‘Gee, whatembraced the process. | must put on the record that you, Mr
can | do? | know what I'll do. I'll copy the agenda of Jeff Acting Speaker, were one member who spoke eloquently on
Kennett: I'll sell my electricity assets. Bang!” What else did this Bill. As a former Minister you no doubt have your own
Jeff Kennett do? He decided that he would have some loc&tustrations when it comes to shopping hours, but perhaps the
government reform, so in came the Premier with a small doskck of interest from the Government benches has said a lot
of local government reform. What did Jeff Kennett do? Heabout the tired state of the Liberal Government, as it is really
deregulated shopping hours. So, he thought, ‘Oh, dear, I'dunning out of puff when it comes to the legislative frame-
better getin there and deregulate shopping hours.’ At the englork. My words may well have spurred on one or two extras,
of the day the Premier came up with a solution that thisut it is clearly a Government out of puff, out of steam and
Minister released to the public as a modest package dimping its way towards electoral defeat.
reforms.
| think the Premier must have something in for this The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
Minister: he seems to be setting him up all the time. Withinment Enterprises): Regretfully, | move:
an hour or two of Minister Armitage releasing this package, That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
the Premier was blaming the Labor Party for the package ofxtended beyond 10 p.m.
reform that this Minister has come up with. | am not sure  Motion carried.
what the Minister for Government Enterprises has done to the
Premier (I suspect that | do know—that he does not vote for Mr VENNING (Schubert): Itis great to see you in that
him), but it seems that, whether it is the MFP, ETSA orposition, Mr Acting Speaker, and certainly you give a
shopping hours, our good friend here, the Minister forpresence. | will make a few comments about the previous
Government Enterprises, seems to be getting the raw end speaker. The Government gave Opposition members every
the stick when it comes to the Premier. opportunity to speak on this occasion, and certainly they have
The Hon. M.H. Armitage: | fix them all. spoken. | support this Bill, and | am very pleased that the
Mr FOLEY: And he fixes them all. That is obviously an Opposition has also supported it, although you would not
issue between the Premier and the Minister for Governmerthink so, listening to the speeches of some members opposite
Enterprises. In Melbourne a few months ago | had a meetinggho spoke very negatively about it. All the same, | do
with Graeme Samuel, the Chair of the National Competitiorappreciate the support members opposite are giving, because
Council—the other NCC—when we discussed the issuethis is a very difficult issue. We know that whatever we do
involving competition policy and competition payments. | we will hurt somebody, and we have all been very heavily
met with Mr Samuel at the time when Rob Lucas in anothetobbied on the issue.
place, this Minister and perhaps even the Premier were | wonder whether Caucus steamrolled some members
making statements that significant competition paymentspposite or whether they were simply putting something on
were at risk if South Australia did not deregulate ourthe record so that they could say they had said something in
shopping hours. That was an interesting conversation thatthe debate. | can understand their position. We are certainly
had with Mr Samuel. | am not about to reveal its contentdealing with a very difficult issue here. | had to agree with
other than to say that there was no doubt that Mr Samuedome of the speakers opposite. When the member for Ross
would like South Australia to deregulate shopping hoursSmith said that we will be ‘transferring power to the majors’
completely. | will hand it to the Minister and the Treasurer:| gather he was talking about the major supermarket chains.
they were correct; that was certainly the message that Samuebould have to agree that in some instances the measure can
was giving, although | suspect that, particularly given the factertainly play into their hands. | am pleased that the car yards
that we were on the eve of a Federal election, Peter Costellare exempt from this legislation. Late night trading does not
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assist them, because most people buy cars during daylight We have to assess our situation versus other States and
hours, either on week days or at the weekends. other countries. Adelaide is said to be a small city and shops
As a member representing country people, | am mindfutlo not need to be open these extra hours. We are also told that
of two points of view straight away. One is that countrythere are only so many shopping dollars to go around, and
people visiting the city appreciate longer trading hours. Oftenthat is probably the case. How it is shared around is the
they come to the city to do business and, after business foblem. It is competitive, but what is not competitive today?
complete and they have loaded their truck or been to then some areas that concerns me.
abattoirs, they like to have as much time as possible in the As we visit other States and overseas we appreciate being
shops to buy their supplies, because many of these peopdble to shop when we get there. We usually arrive in a city
come from areas where they simply do not have the choicempty handed and need essential supplies, and to see closed
to buy much of the merchandise they need. An extra thredoors can be very disturbing. The same applies to visitors
hours in the city or an hour in the suburbs will certainly becoming to Adelaide. For tourists coming here and to see
appreciated by members of the rural community. The otheclosed doors, before the city was open on weekends, must
point is that country people, particularly in my area in thehave been unnerving. At least now the CBD is open on
Barossa Valley, already enjoy completely open tradingveekends.
where, in most cases, if people want to open they can. In Ms Ciccarello interjecting:
particular, Port Pirie saw 24 hour trading for a while, butit  Mr VENNING: | have been out to Norwood. The
was cut back to a self-governing situation of approximateljhonourable member is interjecting out of her seat. It is a
12 hours. Country traders and businesses generally can andarvellous precinct on the weekend. People want to see
do have open trading hours. activity, and shopping creates activity. You need to create
Tourism areas that | represent, particularly the Barossgour own precinct with these shopping areas. The member for
want to see greater flexibility in relation to tourism, particu-Norwood must know that, as it is an attractive precinct out
larly with respect to the fuel stations and especially aftethere. We have come a long way since six o’clock closing
hours. If you are in the Barossa and heading north to Powhen we had five and a half days trading.
Pirie it is very galling to realise that no fuel stations are open  Mr Clarke interjecting:
after 9 o’clock all the way to Port Pirie. In the tourist season  Mr VENNING: | know that this is probably an interim
this can be a real trap, with people having to knock up a fueineasure we are dealing with tonight.
agent after hours. | certainly hope that with flexibility we will ~ Members interjecting:
see many of our people catering for tourists and staying open Mr VENNING: | said ‘probably’; | will say ‘at least for
longer. The Labor Party’s comments tonight on the changa few years'.
in trading hours reminded me that it was a Labor Premier, Members interjecting:
Hon. Don Dunstan, who brought about the greatest change Mr VENNING: | said ‘probably’—we may be.
in trading in this State, particularly when we saw the end of The Hon. M.H. Armitage: News to me.
6 o’clock closing. | would say that the biggest change we Mr VENNING: | will clarify the position. It may be an
have seen in this State in relation to trading for the past fivénterim position—it may go back the other way; it may
decades has come from Labor itself. Hearing some of theeverse. It has done that in the past. Whoever would have
speeches tonight, | wondered whether members oppositeought years ago that theatres would be back in popularity
ought to get out the history books and consider some of thiéke they are today? We thought video recorders would
moves that have been made by their own colleagues befodestroy the theatre industry. We are living in times of great
them. We certainly live in times of great change. change and nobody would dispute that. The matter involved
Again in relation to tourism areas we would like to seein this measure could go either way. People will be able to
many of our venues and shops open for longer hours. Wadapt to the new change to be brought in, and in years to
know that the reason they are not open in many casesome future Governments will decide which way to go—
involves penalty rates. That is another political potato that wevhether to revert to daylight trading (closing at 5 p.m. or 6
do not want to get onto tonight, as for many people it is gp.m.) or go to a full open franchise, which would concern me.
difficult issue. People involved in tourism—the cooks, thelt would be too big a change even to contemplate at this time:
guides and winery people—need flexibility in their hours sothat is for future Parliaments to consider, but not this one.
that they can work when the demand is there. The cost dfhis Government does not intend to move again on the
keeping people on after hours or on weekends when thmatter. The Minister was quite horrified when | mentioned
tourists are there is prohibitive, so we see closed doors. It is. However, things do change and people may wish to change
not working. | am sure a workplace agreement with theséack.
people could mean that they could take off that time during | was very concerned with the closure of John Martin’s,
the week or even extra time for working on weekends. lalthough | am not sure that it was directly a result of shopping
would like to see the situation freed up. hours. | am very aware of how competitive it is out there in
We will be governed at all times by public opinion and the marketplace, particularly with the arrival of the huge new
public practices. We know that people will vote with their shopping centres in the suburbs. | was sad to see the demise
feet and shops will not remain open anywhere at any timef Johnnies, which provided a great service to the State. |
unless it pays. That will dictate exactly what we do now andshopped there and it was sad to see it go. | welcome the
in future. | agree with the member for Ross Smith when héncrease in hours from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the suburbs. It will
said that extended hours will favour the three major superbe an advantage to me and will encourage me to shop in the
market chains. We know why: because they can stay open alburbs more often after finishing work at 5.30 p.m. or 6 p.m.
night with one checkout person in place and a huge area dflso 9 p.m. closing in the city will be a great advantage to
floor trading space behind them, whether it be a supermarketany people, and | know that it will be well received.
or hardware store. It is difficult to make it any other way. | | congratulate the Minister on the hard work he has done
have to agree with the member for Ross Smith on this issuen this issue. The Minister and | do not always see eye to eye
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on some things and have a few spats occasionally. | publicly Mr Clarke: Like hell it is.
congratulate the Minister on doing his homework. He has  Mr LEWIS: Itis a leisure activity. The member for Ross
undertaken an excellent consultation process. | have n@mith can choose, as he knows, shirts of any colour. If he
previously seen a Minister deliver a controversial measure tAeeds a shirt, he does not have to buy himself unbleached
the Party room and have 99 per cent of members agreeinglico and go home with a pattern that he has borrowed from
with it. It is a very good compromise. That was the case—la cousin, cut the shirt and then sew it himself. Indeed, he can
do not deal in half truths or fibs. buy a boxed shirt or have one tailor made—indeed, more than
Members interjecting: one in all probability—from a variety of materials in different
Mr VENNING: We all thought that it was a very good colours in a way which will enable him, at the beginning of
compromise. He did the consultation. That is why the Laboeach day, to choose a shirt that will fit his mood and fit his
Party has chosen to support it. The Minister has done hifprm for that day, which would be no mean feat!
work thoroughly, undertaken consultation and been rewarded. That is what | mean by shopping having become a leisure
I say to the Minister, ‘Well done, you have pulled off a coup’, activity. People want to mull over at leisure what it is they
because itis a very difficultissue and has been well receivedyj|| purchase to satisfy their need for that particular item. It
| feel for all those in the industry who may regard it is a || not be an item of a generic description where there is
threat: | hope it will not be a threat to them. We need t0gnly one kind. There is a whole array of brand names and
address shopping hours, and this Bill is a very good middlgtyjes from which they can choose. That is the first essential
of the road attempt to change without destroying the industryifference between where we got shopping hours from in our
| support the Bill. ordered society and where we are now.

The other thing I tell members immediately is that it does
not matter what hours you put on when you can open your
shop depending on what type of shop it is and where it is
. o . located in the metropolitan area of Adelaide or in the rural
tunity for more people to spread their wings and try the'rcountryside of South Australia. It does not matter any more,

skills at providing services to the wider community which ecause vou can loa on the net and do vour virtual Shoopin
seeks the retail services which are an alternative to Wastir% y 9 y pping

. . - i om home. You do not even have to visit premises so long
their money on poker machines, for which they get nmhm?%i)’ou are satisfied that the goods you obtain from a vendor

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): This is not the end of life as we
know it: this is a new beginning. It is a pity it is not bigger;
it is a pity it is not greater. There would be far more oppor-

The tragedy is that 60 years ago most of the people of our a . ;
would r?aveyseen the )t;enefitgthat can com% ar?d only co e sufficiently guaranteed, and you will be able to select

when they measured very carefully the amount of money theg Iateve}: It f'ls that suits %/our fancy—the size, the shape, the
had in the household purse in deciding what it was they mus olour, the flavour, or W gteyer. . . :
purchase that week. | refer back to 1938—before the Second 10 that extent then, it is inane—not just silly, but quite
World War, after eight years of depression—when peopldn@né—for us to imagine that we are in some measure

were very careful about what it was they chose to spend theffgulating the behaviour of society by saying that we will
limited funds on. change the shopping hours a bit this way or that way. |

Shopping then took on a meaning relative to survival. |tc9mmend the Minister for his patience in dealing with such

was reinforced during the Second World War when we werdVia—as he has had to—in coming to a conclusion which
all subjected to rationing, where you not only had to have th@€St fits as much as you can get of a consensus in the change
money to purchase whatever it was your heart desired b@"d certainly suiting the majority of people who seek that
also had to have the ration tickets to go with it. Whenever yoghange without making the minority who are uncomfortable
set out to ration anything it leads to the development of 400 uncomfortable in the process. o .
black market, because there are those people who will offer It has been an incredible piece of political, if you like,
whatever it is that is rationed at a higher price than you havélivining. The Minister has walked around with a political
to pay for it if you are required to pay and have the rationdowsing stick to find out which way it bends in all circum-
tickets. stances and all directions, and he has carefully plotted the
Thatis the way in which things were done. We did not doP0ints and the direction of stress and movement of the
that in the family in which | was born and grew up becausedowsing stick in the process. That is called divining. He was
ration tickets continued right through my early childhood. Innot divining for water: he was divining for where the majority
the family of which | was a member there was always a°f Support was among consumers, retailers, landlords who
surplus of sheets of ration tickets because we produce@Wn the premises, the people who lease them and the people
everything, it seemed to me, that we needed whether it bE@sponsible for arranging the leases of them. | commend the
shoes, clothing, food, tallow, soap or whatever. | do not seMinister for that.
that necessarily as a virtue, but it struck me as quaint that Whilst | commend all members of the Opposition for
people would come to my mother offering all sorts ofsaying they support the Bill, | have to tell them all that
inducements to get some ration tickets to buy this or that olamning it with faint praise was hardly a sane contribution
whatever else it was they wanted to purchase lawfully onéo a debate of this kind—including the member for Hart. It
way or another. was hardly sane. The other thing that | noted was the absence
An honourable member interjecting: of any remark whatever about the opportunity that is now
Mr LEWIS: She did not give in to bribes. Of course, sheafforded to small business people who have been long
gave them what they desired at no cost. She was willing téuffering and who have been bled nearly white by the leasing
help anyone. This mentality, this mindset comes from thaggents and landlords of the strip malls that the member for
experience in our society. Nowadays shopping is no longefaylor was trying to think of. She was talking about strip
about purchasing the absolute essentials of life and nothirghops, but she really meant strip malls. Strip shops are those
more. For all of us, without question, shopping is as much #laces where you get your gear off.
leisure activity as it is an essential of life. Members interjecting:
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Mr LEWIS: No-one has paid yet, so | will not do that. of discriminating diners not only in this State and this nation
The most interesting part of this legislation is that retailersout also around the world.
now no longer need to have fixed premises. Indeed, they can An honourable member interjecting:
be flexible such as they are in Singapore and other places
where they have equally small populations. Singapore h
much lower levels of prosperity 30 years ago, but now it ha
levels of prosperity amongst its 3.4 million people equal to

Mr LEWIS: No. | am talking about the man after whom
e electorate is named, not the member who represents that
electorate. Whilst speaking about this, let me state that what

ot grater han, ouroun, B g deregulted shoppink ¥ €7 1 e cf e sountes and e n Calfora
hours on the stinking, flat island of Singapore very close tg P y

. -{llustrates that the direction in which legislation has gone in
the equator, they have tumed themselves into & shoppin cent years in South Australia is the direction which

Cereguiate terms of rade, hey have pulled hemseives JCauces the greatest economic beneft and success for
by their bootstraps out of the mud and the mosquitoes to buil . . X . . P
themselves the kinds of lives, homes, premises and future th ?untles ‘\gh'ih stllldre’gulate shopping hours in California,
we all wish for our children. €y are back-woods.
Notwithstanding the other aspects of control that have Mr Foley interjecting:
been on their lives, | say that it is through deregulation and Mr LEWIS: It can also be spelt the other way. That
the use of the free market in a sensible way that that has bedtustrates the point that, in places such as San Diego, where
possible. There are nowhere near as many poor people you can open when you believe you will have customers to
Singapore as there are in South Australia. serve and close when you are too tired to go on serving them,
Members interjecting: you will do better, because the turnover per square metre in
Mr LEWIS: And they have not got anywhere else to Nordstrum stores in San Diego city in San Diego County is
which to flee like our poor mite. As a result of the early greater than in counties further north and east. There is no
clauses of the Bill, it is now possible for a small businesdifference in the advertising dollar that is spent on promoting
entrepreneur to take their trailer or caravan, fit it out andhe products that are put on the shelves in those stores, so it
stock it with the kinds of things that they believe the consummust have something to do with the customer’s perception of
ers are interested in, take it to those places where they expeghat is available.
the customers W|” be and Se” those gOOdS. They W|” dO that AS | have Sa|d, Shopp|ng do”ars are do”ars Spent |n

in less than 40 hours a week—not 80 or 90—and they will nofejsyre, and they are in direct competition with other so-called
have to struggle to pay the rent. They can go whenever it suifgisyre time activities such as gambling on poker machines.
them; start trading when it suits them; and close the doors andhink it is a better activity for people to be involved in

stop trading when it suits them. Altogether, that is theshopping than to sink their money into poker machines,
direction in which small business that is feeling harassed angecayse shopping is not addictive but poker machines are.

harrowed by the difficulty of meeting the rent and trying to | heard the remark that we need to make it possible to

find someone to staff the premises when the landlord require’ijoSe shops in time for cleaners to be able to clean them and

the premises to be opened, and so on, is heading. No: clo & . . -
: . t home to be with their family before they go to bed. The
the premises, tell the landlord to get nicked, get a carava asy way to do that is to cleanythe shops i¥] ?he morning or,

and trade in a way which will give you a good income andmore particularly, to do what is done now in Californian

ple:;grggggerggggéo%gfugilr']ftei'n the debate. and | commen permarkets or any other place on earth where supermarkets

the Minister for includingpit in the Iegislatioﬁ It has never 2'¢ OPEN 24 hours a day, and that is to clean them when there
. ) e the least number of customers in the store. That might be

been done before in a way that shows that we understa i any time of the day on any day of the week at a time that

what it is, because there will be markets around the metro; uses the least inconvenience to customers and has the least

politan area into which these ephemeral trading arrangemen‘f o : .
become possible. It is not possible to look after everyone: yo'}ﬁgﬁgeog ;Tgrzrggfg;y%‘g;gisi:me' There is no necessity

cannot please all the people all the time, and this legislatio o ) ) )
does not go anywhere near far enough to do what | believe This s like saying that you should not clean the toilets in
ought to be done, but it certainly goes some distance in th¥lcDonald’s or any other take away/fast food outlet, hotel or

right direction. Unlike the member for Schubert— airport if those premises are open for trading. It is done all the
Mr Clarke interjecting: time; toilets are cleaned whenever necessary. Itis a pity that
Mr LEWIS: Schubert: he was the bloke who made thethey do not clean the toilets more often in Spencer Street

Grange back in 1951 that fetched $21 000. Railway Station in Melbourne. | have been there at different
An honourable member interjecting: hours of the day on different days of the week and | have
Mr LEWIS: It fetched $21 000 for a bottle. never seen a cleaner at work. | have always seen the signs,
An honourable member: It was $24 000. but the toilets are always a mess.
Mr LEWIS: Any advance on $24 0007 | have $24 000.  Notwithstanding my belief that greater flexibility is built
The Hon. M.H. Armitage: It was $24 500. into the legislation by the inclusion of the provisions in

Mr LEWIS: At $24 500, it is sold to the Minister. That clause 5 which amends section 13 of the principal Act to
is what | call free enterprise. He was criticised by the rest ofake it possible for us to do so much more by way of
the winemaking fraternity, at the time that he set out on thaproclamation and avoid the unnecessary bickering that goes
enterprise, for making a wine which was undrinkable andn prior to a debate of the kind which is taking place in this
which would be an absolute failure. Yet, in consequence oflouse, this debate does not contain the kind of ill will that
his understanding of the chemistry involved in the must thayou find amongst bigots in the community—and so much the
he produced and the direction in which consumer tastes wefletter. | commend the Minister for this legislation, and |
heading, he has become a household word at the dining tableesmmend the Bill to the House.
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Mr CONDOUS (Colton): 1 did not intend to speak on Serv-Wel, as well as many small businesses. The clear
this issue. The member for Hart said that | did not want tanessage that | received was, ‘If you deregulate, we are
make a contribution. My reason for that is that | am happyfinished, over and done with; if you allow the major chains
with the Bill and what has been proposed after major inputand supermarkets to open on a Sunday, you can wipe us out.
I never intended to support deregulation because | knew th&tt 12 months we’ll all be gone.’ | was determined that that
that would kill every small business in South Australia andwould not happen, as far as my Party is concerned. | went
we would finish up with major supermarket chains andthere and | delivered that.
centres controlling retailing at the expense of small busines- Today, this Government has delivered no open trading on
ses, which would lose thousands of jobs in South Australia Sunday. The only place that will trade on a Sunday is the
which would never be replaced by the large businesses. City of Adelaide. The Government has decided to allow the

| have experienced this in recent shopping trips to K-Marssuburbs to trade for an additional hour. The supermarkets
and Target. Whilst in those stores attempting to buy merchamow close at 6 p.m., and they will be allowed to trade until
dise, | have asked for a shop assistant. People who shop Tnp.m. My recommendation to the Government in the Party
those places regularly would know that there are no shopom was that the city be allowed to trade until 7 p.m. on
assistants readily available. You virtually have to go to aMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday and then until 9 p.m. on
check-out and ask for someone and then drag them all thEhursday and Friday, because | believe that the city should
way back to the department and ask them where the prodube treated totally differently—and | will tell members why.
is. The reason for this is that large businesses such as theseWestfield pays millions of dollars a year in advertising
do not have to provide a service in order to survive. Theyfees—admittedly, that money is contributed by the tenants,
know that they are needed within the community because afot by Westfield—to draw as many people as it can into its
their ability to sell merchandise far cheaper than anyone elseentres. Something like 80 000 to 90 000 people travel from
So, they treat you as a number when you come into the stothe suburbs to work in the city on a daily basis, and at 5 p.m.
to buy. or 5.30 p.m. we say to them, ‘There are buses standing

| see that the member for Hart has left the Chamber. &round, there are trains ready and there are trams sitting there
thought that he would have wanted to listen to my contributo take you home as soon as you leave work.” Why do we
tion. He said that he was brought up in retailing and that helrive those people out of the city when we have a captive
worked in John Martin’s as did his mother. | worked behindaudience that we want to keep in the city? That is why |
the counter for 30 years continuously in five small businesseecommended trading until 7 p.m., because | know that
employing about 40 people. | made my bread and butter outousewives do not get up at 7.30 a.m. to be ready to shop by
of retailing in small business and nothing else. Today, | an® a.m. Women usually go in to shop after 10 a.m. If you look
still a proprietor of a small business which employs sixat the trends—
people. Most of our clientele come from small businesses Ms Ciccarello interjecting:
and, therefore, | am interested in making sure that they are Mr CONDOUS: The member for Norwood says
given a fair deal from this legislation. ‘Oh’:because she worked at the library, she wanted to shop

What members on the other side of the fence do not likat 8 a.m. But everyone does not work in a library: there are
to admit is that they have never made a mistake, that mistakeslot of housewives out there who want to shop in the city.
are made only by government. The member for Hart said thathroughout the whole of South-East Asia, the shops do not
the Government is running out of steam. That line has beeopen until 11 a.m. In Europe, the shops do not open at 9 a.m.:
used ever since these places were built. Whether in Southey open at about 10.30 or 11 a.m. The thing to remember
Australia, Victoria or New South Wales, the Oppositionis that we have 80 000 captive people working in the city.
always says that the Government is running out of steam. Let In addition, in relation to the Convention Centre—and the
us go back to August 1993 and recall what the LaboiOpposition has to take part of the credit (I am quick at
Government did in respect of shopping hours. We have heaftanding out credit where creditis due) because it created the
so many members opposite talk about the welfare of peopl€onvention Centre, which has been a magnificent contribu-
who work in shops and shopkeepers needing to have a liféipn to South Australia—we have now decided to take it one
but when the Lynn Arnold Government— step further by spending an additional $55 million so that we

Mr Scalzi interjecting: can double the 60 000 bed nights to 120 000 bed nights.

Mr CONDOUS: Will you just be quiet for a minute? The Conventions usually finish at about 5 p.m., which means that,
Arnold Government decided in August 1993 to allow allif a person attending a convention wants to take something
businesses to remain open—I cannot remember whetherlibme for his child or his wife, he has half an hour in which
was until 9 or 9.30 p.m.—five days a week. Do membergo shop. It cannot be done in half an hour.
remember this, or do | need to refresh their memory? Atthat As a former Lord Mayor of the city, | thought that it
time, the Arnold Labor Government allowed all supermarketsvould be wonderful to look down Rundle Mall at 7 p.m. on
to remain open until 9 or 9.30 p.m. That went on for foura Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and see the shops
months until the Liberal Government was elected in Decemretailing, instead of closing down. We have given them an
ber and stopped it. If members opposite want to talk abowdvantage. They do not have to trade until 9 p.m.: it is their
destroying small business, the move in August 1993 was theption. If they collectively decide that their trading hours will
greatest threat to small business that has ever happends: from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., they will tell the community of
Thankfully, the former Labor Government made that decisiorSouth Australia. However, we are saying to them that, if they
only three months before it went out of Government, becauseant to take the option of trading until 9 p.m., they can do it.
if it had made it three years before it went out of Government We have many special events that are now coming
there would have been no small businesses left. together. We have the three day horse event, we will soon

I did not make the decision. | went into the Party room tohave the V8 racing and the Down Under cycling event, and
fight for what small retailers want. | spoke to 300 smallwe have had the sports car rally. They are special occasions
independent supermarkets such as Foodtown, Foodland afat which the city now has locked into legislation the ability
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for retailers to trade if they want to. They can make an Ms RANKINE: I|rise on a point of order, Sir. | am sorry,
announcement through the press and say that, because dfla Acting Speaker: can you please clarify for me that your
special event, the city has decided that on Thursday andiling is that to call me a parrot and a canary is not deroga-
Friday of a particular week, they will trade until 9 p.m. And tory?

if they want to do that for the whole week from Monday to  The ACTING SPEAKER: | have asked the honourable

Friday, they can. | lived in the city in the early 1940s—  member whether he will withdraw and, consequently, | am
Ms Rankine interjecting: not ruling it unparliamentary.
Mr CONDOUS: You wouldn’t remember, so you didn’t Members interjecting:

enjoy the thrill of it. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! In the context of the
Ms Rankine interjecting: debate, | ask the member for Colton to continue.

Mr CONDOUS: No, that's right. | feel sorry for you, Mr CONDOUS: | was saying that the reason why we
because you didn’t know what the true Adelaide was. So keefave treated the city differently is that there is an enormous
on gabbling like a canary and we'll let it all go. When | lived Influx of people, who are now seeing the benefits of living in
in the City of Adelaide in the 1940s, it was one of the mostthe city. The East End market development is enjoying
wonderful places, and | feel sorry for people who have nognormous popularity. A new development is about to start on
experienced that, because Adelaide was a vibrant, beautifthe corner of Frome Road and Grenfell Street, and another
city. There were no suburban shopping centres at that tim@ew development called The Warehouse is about to start in
so everyone shopped in the city. Wakefield Street. The Karidis Corporation is developing units

Members interjecting: all the time, and | believe that these shopping hours that we

Mr CONDOUS: Well, 9 to 5. But this is what | am trying have laid down for the city \(vill pe an even greater catalyst fo.r
to get at. When | lived in the city in the early 1940s, thereP€ople to come back and live in the city, because people will
were 45 000 people living there. Today there is— say, ‘| want to Ilvr_e Whe_re the action is continuing all the

Ms Rankine interjecting: time. The Adelaide City Council was concerned, and

Mr CONDOUS: Is she still gabbling on? You would expressed to me that it wanted the city to be treated specially.
make a bloody good parrot for someone. In the early 19404 hatis why the city is the only place that is allowed to trade
when we had 45 000 living in the city, we had a vibrant city,On & Sunday, and I think it should continue to do that.

What is happening today—and all credit to the Adelaide City ! Pelieve that the Bill is a good one. Members are con-

Council—is that the residential population of the city is nowCerned about possible trading until 9 p.m. every night in the
building up more quickly— city, but | would be very surprised if the traders in the city

Ms RANKINE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting decided to trade until then. | believe that the Retail Trades

Speaker. | believe that the member for Colton reflected on messociation V.Vi!l getretailers together and they Wi.” probably
inappropriately during his speech. make a decision to trade from 10 a.m.—David Jones is

Iready now opening at 10 a.m.—until 7 p.m. from Monda
The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. G.A. Ingerson): There ~ &'€ady pening : p day
is a mechanism by which (to do that agnd it i:)s up to the© W(_adnesday and then until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday.
member to do it. ’ | believe that we have saved small business, and we have

Ms RANKINE: | am the member on whom he reflected allowed the city to have an advantage. We have not allowed
Mr Acting S eakér "the deregulation of shopping hours, which would have
Mr CgN[F))OUS'.I could have called her a galah but | destroyed small business, and | believe that this is a great

called her a parrot instead. Bill

Ms RANKINE: | ask that the member for Colton The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
withdraw the comment. _ ment Enterprises): It is slightly later than | thought | might

The ACTING SPEAKER: I would like the member for have been making this speech, but in doing so | thank the
Wright to establish her point of order, because | am afraidpposition for its support of the Bill. But can one imagine a
that I did not hear it. more mealy-mouthed lot of support for any proposition ever

Ms RANKINE: The member for Colton called me a put up in Parliament? All the speeches from the Opposition
parrot, as | understand it, and | believe that reflects on mgetailed how this Bill is likely to have an armageddon-like

credibility—and a canary. response on South Australia’s economy, yet the Opposition
The ACTING SPEAKER: | do not consider that to be supports it. Why? In looking for an answer, | thought back

unparliamentary. The member for Colton. to the much lamented Independent Labor member and former
Ms RANKINE: Itis very unparliamentary. Labor Minister Terry Groom.

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting Mr Atkinson: A top bloke.
Speaker. Erskine May lists a whole range of unparliamentary The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Yes. The Independent
expressions, and it is always unparliamentary to compareleabor member Terry Groom indicated in one of his final

member with an animal or bird of any kind. speeches to this Parliament that the reason he wanted to
The ACTING SPEAKER: Is the member for Colton become an Independent Labor member of Parliament was that
prepared to withdraw his remark? he was tired of South Terrace dictating to North Terrace.

Mr CONDOUS: No, | am not, Sir. It was not meant in a Despite the alleged horror of what, according to the ALP, this
vindictive way. The honourable member opposite wadsBill does, the ALP members support it without amendment.
interjecting continuously, she was absolutely breathless, anYhy? Because South Terrace has told them to and because
| referred to her as a parrot. | could have referred to her asdeep down the ALP knows that this advance in shop trading
galah, but I did not. If people look at what is happening in thehours is well pitched.
city at the present time, they will see that there is an enor- The member for Hanson kept on saying that following the
mous influx of people wanting to come back to live in thepassage of this Bill shops will be open. No; the honourable
city. And that is great, because we see— member is wrong. Following the passage of this Bill, shops
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can be open for longer hours. The member for Hanson talke@ommittee, the appropriate body. | know that the member for
about many surveys, inputs and reactions which she and othRoss Smith will understand why we will do that, because on
members of the ALP had had. Many said that there ought téVednesday 5 March 1997, when | as Minister for Health
be no total deregulation. Well, we have not done so. Despitmoved to see that there would be a smoking ban in restau-
all the reactions—and the member for Hanson detailed mamants, something with which the member for Ross Smith
that were allegedly negative to any extension of shop tradingctually agreed—he identified that he personally agreed with
hours—the ALP supports this measure. it. He spoke loud, long and passionately against it being
As members of the House know, during the review we hadbrought into Parliament. | would like to quote his rationale
700 submissions, many of which particularly focused oron 5 March 1997 for opposing something or other. The
whether the consumers wanted this measure—whether themember for Ross Smith said:
was a demand for it. As almost all members opposite said e [the Opposition] have not had an opportunity to discuss these
there is no demand for this, the only thing that | can say is tamendments with the various constituent groups affected by this very
look at the experience in Victoria, where 12 months aﬁe@mportant legislation, whether it be the restaurant and hotel

; ; ; dustries, the anti-smoking lobby or anyone else. We have not had
deregulation had occurred the local council of Bendigo heldgn opportunity to talk to those interest groups on the Bill and we

areferendum to see whether the consumers, the people Whg{a\,e not had a chance to determine a position on the amendments
allegedly the Opposition represents, wanted to re-regulatglaced before us.

For members opposite, the fact s that 77 per cent of CONSUMS has been said before, what goes around comes around to
ers said they wanted no change: they actually wanted t e member for Ross Smith. As | said, we will oppose the

. - " . i
deregulated hours to remain. Why? Because itis Conven'e'gﬁnendment because we are uncertain of what consequences

and they like it. may flow from it. Until we have fully consulted with the

| acknowledge the contribution of the member for Bragg, : : : ;
the former Minister, as he obviously knows all about the_stakeholders, which we intend to do quickly, we will oppose

difficulties which shop trading hours can cause because of the

emotional input involved. The member for Kaurna called this | particularly thank the member for Hartley for his
a Mickey Mouse Bill, before pledging his support for it. | contribution, because | have to advise the House that the

remind the member for Kaurna that, notwithstanding hismemberforHar‘[Iey has rigorously represented his electorate

. . : and its needs throughout the whole consultation period.
allegation, the boardrooms do not discuss the Liberal Par%deed, the member for Hartley and | have had many

goé%srorgggeirr:] rleliistisour:?otgr?o;r)nt?;g?% f:gLrls(atl;U(]?)ntr;/aatb?uegiSCUSSionS about this Bill, and he has made the position of
the ALP and,its resistance to any progress. | égain remind tqs;.s electorate an%loffhis ﬁlelctorsl crystal clear to me as the
’ inister responsible for this legislation.

member for Kaurna, who said that customers will have less . o N .
choice after this Bill is passed, of the 77 per cent support in The Leader of the Opposition said, ‘Westfield is spewing,

Bendigo for the hours there. | repeat that the member fopecause they didn't get what. t.he.y want_ed.’ Even if one
Kaurna is also having two-bob each way, saying that this i ssumed that that was correct, it is interesting to note that this

- o ' . ..blasts a complete hole in the member for Ross Smith's
I Bill but rting it. Clearly, he also i ing hi L . .
;:;[ZL onbsuojtuhp'lggrrac% Clearly, he also is obeying Sargument that this is a case of the big end of town beating up

The member for Ross Smith said that this is all abouf"” t_he small end of town. The Leader of the Opposition is
market share, with the big end beating up on the small end ying— ) | .
town. Well, the big end is not happy. The member for Ross 11 SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith.
Smith quoted some alleged minutes which said that Sunday The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —that the big end of town
trading would occur. Clearly, they have not got what they a$lid not get what it wants. | guess the member for Ross Smith
the big end of town wanted. It is illogical for the member for Should not be surprised that the Leader is blasting holes in his
Ross Smith to say that the big end is beating up on the smahosition, because | am happy to advise him at some stage

end, because factually in this Bill the big end does not ge@Pout who I am informed is circling and circling, perhaps like
what it asked for. abuzzard. There is one in the House now and there is one not

The member for Ross Smith also said, in relation to hign the House but with a connection to the former friend of the
amendment which he intends to move, ‘We will have tomember for Ross Smith who is eagerly awaiting events soon.
revisit the whole Retail and Commercial Leases Act.’ Iwould  The Leader of the Opposition has basically taken the
contend that his amendment might be more appropriatelpleeding heart position and kept faith with the unions,
moved when, if ever, the ALP revisits the whole Act. Theaccording to his statement. He has kept faith with small
Opposition’s amendment will be opposed by the Governmerftusiness. All | can ask is, if he is so keen to support the
not because it is necessarily wrong but because there has ba#tons, and they allegedly do not want Sunday trading, and
absolutely no consultation about this at all. The member foif he has kept faith with small business, why did the Leader
Ross Smith and | have already found a number of loopholeg0t move an amendment to remove Sunday trading from the

as big as a truck in this particular clause. The Governmerflity? Why? Because he knows it is popular; because he
intends— knows it is an extraordinarily good move. The member for

Mr Clarke: No. Spence indicated—

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Ross Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Smith and | have discussed what happens if there are, for The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, | am not going to get
argument’s sake, 300 lessees in a shopping centre. Does thaipleasant: | am just going to debate. The member for Spence
mean that each one of them serially can call a meeting? Thiedicated that we can extend hours as much as we like but
member for Ross Smith said to me, ‘| acknowledge that weetailers themselves will not always extend into the hours on
have to deal with that” The Government will oppose thatwhich we extend: why then should anyone worry about total
amendment at the moment on the basis that we intend w@eregulation? If it is, as the member for Spence was saying,
consult with the Retail and Commercial Leases Advisoryfor the actual retailer to make his or her decision as to when
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he or she will trade, why bother about total deregulationeople can have this wonderful lifestyle where they can go
Why not deregulate completely and the retailer will make theo the cafes and they can come out and window shop.
decision? | know why: because the member for Spence isWindow shop! How patronising of the member for Norwood.
totalitarianist. He wants to make absolutely sure that no-on8he is prepared to let them window shop at any hour but, if
can make any choice about any matter unless the member fthrey see anything they want to buy, the member for Norwood
Spence dictates what it is. will not let them.

Factually, his position is completely illogical. The member  As to the people who actually like to have their product
for Reynell talked of the decreased employment which woulgbassing from their shelf, where they have paid for it and it is
flow from this piece of legislation. | understand why thein their inventory and costing them money—people who
member for Reynell would say that, because it is a populisivould like to pass it to a consumer who wants to buy it—I
position. The member for Reynell's contribution ignores thewonder what they would say to the member for Norwood?
facts. The Bureau of Statistics’ figures, and | emphasise nathey would say, ‘Please let us sell our articles.’ Yet this is
the Liberal Party’s figures, not politically biased figures andwhat we get from a Party which just prior to the 1993 election
not ideologically driven figures, show a surge in business andllowed supermarkets to trade to 9 p.m. Monday to Friday.
employment 12 months after freeing up trading hours inWhat hypocrisy!

Victoria. The ABS figures show that Victoria’s retailers grew  The member for Lee identified that all members of the
by 7 per cent—10 times the national rate—and 11 200 jobsabor Party received hundreds of submissions asking for no
were created. They are the figures. They are not emotionallyhange at all. What does the member for Lee do? He supports
derived, ideologically pure material for the member forthe Bill. Why?

Reynell. These are the ABS figures: in the 12 months since Mr Wright: I'm not sure | said that.

deregulation in Victoria retailers grew by 7 per cent, 10 times  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: With respect, | ask the
the national rate, and 11 200 jobs were created. member for Lee to identify ilansardas soon as he can his
~ The member for Reynell also says that clearly we arexact words and | shall read intéansardtomorrow or at
interested only in big business and that we ignored smafome stage exactly what he said. | am prepared to say that
business. | would like to quote to the House a letter writterthey may not be his exact words, because | do not take
by the Small Business Advisory Council to the then Ministershorthand, but | can tell the member for Lee that they are as
on5 May 1998. The letter relates to the issue of extendlng|ose to the words that he said that | could get down.
retail shop trading hours in South Australia. The Smallanyway, what does the member for Lee do, given that the
Business Advisory Council developed a position paper oRentiment of what he was saying was that he had received
retail shop trading hours and, among other main points whicRundreds of submissions asking for no change at all? What
the report raised, is the following: does he do? He supports the Bill. Why? Because, clearly, he
There is a need to increase the allowable opening hours of retaig obeying his masters in the union movement and because
traders in South Australia on the basis of ensuring competition in thge knows that this is a good piece of legislation, despite the

retail market and so that retailers are able to more easily adjust to trlenarade that has gone on on the other side of the House. The

needs of consumers. . .
. . . . member for Lee says that this is a very poor and shoddy piece

The Small Business Advisory Council wrote that. It also legislation, yet | ask him: where is the amendment
wrote: correcting it?

It is essential that any reform of current retail trading hours  There is none. Why? Because he is in fact voting for the
gg‘;ﬂgggﬁgg oceurs in a manner that has a minimum iMmpact Q@ qiqiation. The member for Elizabeth said that as a consumer

) | ] her original view was that she was a supporter of deregulated

We agree. It also wrote: shop trading hours. Why? Because they make it easy for

The most desirable option for reform, in terms of minimising any onsumers, as is identified in Bendigoy where 77 per cent of
impact on small retailers, would involve a progressive extension o ONSUMErs ’ offered the chance to go back to regulated trading
trading h time. >
rading Ours_ overtime . . ) hours, said, ‘No, thank you.’ | contend to the member for
We agree with the Small Business Advisory Council—not thegjizapeth that her view as a consumer is exactly what
big end of town. The. final point I.W'Sh to quote from_the consumers want. That is what they are telling us on aregular
Small Business Advisory Council letter is in its review, pagjs. The member for Elizabeth also said (I think that she
where it states: was quoting from a letter, so maybe it is a quote of a quote)

A climate of total deregulation should not be introduced until thethat ‘thousands of jobs have been lost in Victoria since
impact of a progressive increase in trading hours has been adequata‘(\éregulation'. Wrong! | quote again. The ABS figures show
asse_SSEd' . ) . . a surge in business and employment over the 12 months since
Again, we agree. This is no particular move immediately tQyading hours were freed up in Victoria. The ABS, not the
deregulation, like the Opposition is apparently suggesting; jpera| Party, shows that Victoria’s retailers grew by 7 per
The member for Norwood identified that in various surveySsent 10 times the national rate, and that 11 200 jobs were
she has done in her electorate 95 per cent of her businessggated. So, all I can say is that the member for Elizabeth’s
want no extension of trading hours at all, yet the member fog 1 otional argument was factually wrong.
Norwood is voting for the Bill. | wonder why she is not 1 member for Elizabeth also talked of a ‘furphy’ about
standing up for the businesses she mentioned on The Paragu

; dh d arism being boosted. | will quote two paragraphs from a
g%e;itt)ﬁfs\?il:lze the union bosses have told her not to and ser yyritten by the Tourism Council of Australia on 14 April

1998 to one of the officers of my department who has been
The member for Norwood read a long letter to the Hous%lealing with this matter. as follows:

about Ferrari and Alpha Romeo dealers who said, ‘Please The council has a national policy position which supports
don’textend the hours in V\.’h'Ch cars can be traded.” We havﬁzexibility when trying to cater to the shopping patterns of both
not. | thought it was of particular interest that the member folgomestic and international tourists. Trading hours have been
Norwood identified in the ambience of The Parade thaidentified as a significant area of dissatisfaction for international
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visitors, particularly from some of Australia’s fastest growing visitor the previous seven consecutive days, which would determine

sources. Close to half the visitors from Asia responding to surveyghat it was able to sell according to the legislation.

have indicated dissatisfaction with the times when shops are open. . ; P :
Other countries have expressed dissatisfaction as follows: Japan. MS KEY: Qn the basis of the point just m_ade, will the
34 per cent [a third of Japanese tourists], United States 24 per ceMlinister explain the status of a shop or premises that has a
[a quarter of United States tourists], Canada 28 per cent, Germarnariety of goods—probably capital equipment—including
14 per cent and other Europe 12 per cent. motor vehicles, caravans, trailers and so on? What would be
The next paragraph in this letter—from the Tourism Councitthe status with regard to exempt employer status? | ask the

of Australia, not some member of the Liberal Party helpingduestion because a number of motor traders are particularly
us to formulate an argument—states: interested to know what will be the result of this Bill, should

Research undertaken supports this statement, finding tourists af?ebe proclaimed. . .
generally committed to itinerary activities such as leisure activities 1he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As identified, | refer the
during the day and prefer to shop during the evening. honourable member to clause 3(d)(2) over the page, which

So, the member for Elizabeth says it is a furphy aboutalks about exempt and non-exempt shops. This is not a
tourists. Well, do all the members opposite want the touristarticularly easy clause to understand, but this is how the
who come to South Australia to be less satisfied than thelggislation to this stage has been administered. People would
might be? Do they not want tourists who come to Soutif'ave to look at the immediately preceding period of seven
Australia to be able to spend their money so that Sout§onsecutive trading days of the shop, look at the aggregate
Australian business people can do well? The Tourism Counciice of all goods sold in the shop and all of those goods that
of Australia tells us that tourists prefer to shop during thef@ll within any one or more classes of goods referred to in
evening, and we will allow them to do that. paragraphs (b), (d) or (f) and, if it is 80 per cent or more of
The member for Hart made the last contribution from theln€ aggregate price of all the goods sold at the shop during
Opposition. My guess is that that was so he was able to ugBat period, the shop would then not be an exempt shop
all the arguments of his colleagues so he could look good arfcording to the clause.
hold off the member for Kaurna, but—and | thank him for It is defined completely on the percentage of what the
this—he had the good grace to say that the extension of shOP has sold in the preceding seven days. That is extraordi-
trading hours is inevitable. | certainly thank him for that. | narily difficult to understand and administer, but thatis what
thank all members of the Liberal Party for their constructiveShoPs do at the moment and how the legislation is adminis-
debate tonight and for their very positive input over the whold€red, and itis how it is determined whether they are classi-
time of the review. | particularly thank all members of the fied as exempt or non-exempt. .
Liberal Party for their vigorous debate in the Party room. Ms KEY: Unfortunately, | am sure many people will be
This piece of legislation is particularly important for South VY confused by that explanation, and | am concerned that
Australia, because it will help our economy to grow. | think We did not have tighter drafting in this instance. | understand
it is extraordinarily important for the House to know that, What the Minister is saying about the legislation being
despite the alleged contention of this issue, my office has ha@hended a number of times and that, as a result, we have a
virtually no input since the Government's position wasdifficult Act to understand. When we are talking about the
announced. That to me indicates that most people in Soufff€Vious seven consecutive days, surely at the moment some
Australia actually believe that this is a reasonable position fof! those days would not be trading days. Will the Minister
the future. So, I thank members on both sides of the Chamb&MPlify what we mean by ‘consecutive days™?

for their support for this piece of legislation, and I look  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As it says in the clause,
forward to (I hope) its speedy passage. and as | read out, it is the immediately preceding period of

Bill read a second time. seven consecutive trading days.

Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the g:ause Zassed.d
state of the House. ause 4 passed.

. Clause 5.
A quorum having been formed: . .
In Committee. :\DM AT:%KIINSOSN dI ;novte_.k t ‘Easter’ twi i d
. . age o, lines o an —Slirike ou aster twice occurring an
Mr CLARKE: | move: insert "Holy’.

Thati ninstruction to th mmi f the whole H . .
the Biﬁlthtat;?t%aveség\(/:vte? tgc::f)n%ict:jgr a ntésveccl)ahsee relgt?ngct)g?gtgﬂ regret that the Saturday before Ea_Ster ISto become atrading
shop leases. day from the year 2000 onwards. If it were my choice | would
avoid that. Oddly enough, the Bill as presented to us does
avoid that because it refers to Easter Saturday, which is the
Saturday in Easter week or the Saturday following Easter.
Holy Saturday is, of course, the Saturday before Easter. It is
also known as Easter Even. My amendment seeks to delete
the words ‘Easter Saturday’ and insert the words ‘Holy

turday’. As my authority | cite the entry for ‘Easter’ in the
xford Dictionary of the Christian Churchvhich reads:

Motion carried.

Clauses 1 and 2 passed.

Clause 3.

Ms KEY: | refer to clause 3(b) of the Bill. Will the
Minister explain to the Committee precisely what sort of
premises we are talking about? | understand that there a
provisions in the motor vehicle industry. We have receive
many submissions from that area. If premises sell motor . . .
vehicles, boats, rallrs and caravans, what s heir satus i 11225 (" Resurrgton of st being the greatest and
regard to the interpretation of ‘exempt shop’? liturgically by the long preparation of *Lent and *Passion-tide, by

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is one of the glories irlge Segl:iﬁldg((etriﬁm%ngzstu?cfia;Hl?el¥oygE$|:i’ni?;gu%;{/])e cfl?g?e\ilgtnegr
of dealing with this piece of legislation which, as people have Faschal- , character-
said in the past, has had hotch-potch amendments made taffic ot e Tyt 3nd in he Divind “Offce. as e expresaion

The exempt status of a shop is detailed in clause 3(d)(2) ar¥} Easter joy. In the ancient Church the *catechumens, after
relates to whether a shop has sold 80 per cent of its goods watching all Saturday night, were baptised early on Easter Day and
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received Holy Communion. The night before Easter was celebrated Mr ATKINSON: | am reluctant to give in to such
by the illumination of the churches and even whole cities. In the Erampant secularism. We are discussing Easter and the
Church the original night vigil had been kept unaltered, but in the W. ; ;
it was put back to the afternoon in the 10th cent., and to the mornin§aturday before Easter is Holy Satur(_jay, and Michael the
of *Holy Saturday in the 14th [century], so that in the RC Church the@Postate and the member for Ross Smith cannot change that.
first Easter Mass came to be celebrated on Saturday. | notice that in Schedule 2 to the Holidays Act that day is

y . .
The entry goes on for some distance. | cite that entry to proviETerred to as ‘the day after Good Friday’, so | am afraid |
that the Saturday before Easter is Holy Saturday. Further iUt withdraw. I seek leave to withdraw my amendment.

that same dictionary the entry ‘Holy Saturday’ states: Leave granted; amendment withdrawn.
The day before *Easter Sunday, also known as Easter Even (as The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | move:
in the BCP)[Book of Common Prayer]. Page 3, lines 5 and 6—strike out ‘Easter Saturday’ twice

If the Government wants to achieve trading on the Saturdag)/Ccurrlng and insert ‘the day after Good Friday”.

before Easter Sunday it will have to refer to Holy Saturday Mr HILL:  What will be the effect of this amendment on
and not Easter Saturday because Easter Saturday is a weeading on the day after Christmas Day, which is commonly
later. known as Boxing Day, unless | am to be corrected?

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |spoke with themember ~ Mr Atkinson: The Feast of Saint Stephen.
for Spence about this issue prior to this matter being raised. MrHILL: | have been corrected. Will the Minister advise
I contend that, as | indicated to the member for Spence, if wghe Committee of the effect of this legislation on trading on
went out tomorrow and asked the first 1 000 people in Rundi8oxing Day?
Mall whether Easter Saturday fell before Easter Sunday or The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It will have no effect. This
afterwards, | believe that 1 000 people would say what indeedmendment has no effect on Boxing Day trading. However,
was meant. However, the last thing | would wish to do is tol understand that there is an issue in relation to trading on
bring to the House ambiguous legislation. Because | do ndBoxing Day this year because Christmas Day falls on a
wish to do anything which might offend any member of ourFriday. To explain the situation to the member for Kaurna,
cosmopolitan, multicultural, multi-racial and, thankfully, the process which | undertook as Minister was to address the
multi-religious society, | identify that, between this Chamberissue with the Retail Trades Advisory Committee, which is
and the next, | intend to have an amendment drawn up that broadly based committee of employers, unions, retail
will in fact identify to everyone, no matter what their religion, traders associations, and so on comprising about 15 or 20
exactly the date to which we refer in this exercise. people. | asked them for their views on Boxing Day trading

I will go to the Holidays Act and look for the definition this year. The number of people who identified that they
of what was intended by Easter Saturday in this clause. Wished to trade on Boxing Day was about two or three times
intend to suggest that the Government in another place moa$ many as those who indicated that they did not want to trade
an amendment whereby this day will be determined as ‘th@n Boxing Day and, as Minister, | took the majority view. So
day following Good Friday’, which is what it is determined that is a different matter.
in another Act of Parliament. That will make it completely ~ This clause has no effect on it, and the Retail Trades
and utterly unambiguous, and | am sure the member foAdvisory Committee, which discussed this matter at length
Spence will understand why | am doing that. about a week ago, came to the conclusion that the best

Mr CLARKE: | concur with what the Minister has said, solution to its problem was to allow the relevant Minister of
that the accurate description would be ‘the day followingthe day the flexibility to determine that Christmas Day would
Good Friday'. In fact, all of the industrial awards in this Statenever fall on a Friday. Of course, that cannot be done, but that
that | am aware of say just that when prescribing publids the only way of ensuring that the issue of Boxing Day
holidays. trading does not arise once every seven years. It is a different

The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: matter, but | have taken advice from the Retail Trades

Mr CLARKE: Yes. | could never work it out until this Advisory Committee and | have taken the majority view.
issue came about. After 20 years in the industrial relations MrHILL: I have been approached by a number of traders
scene | have now worked out why, in relation to publicin the Colonnades Shopping Centre who will be forced to
holidays, all of our awards said ‘the day following Good trade on Boxing Day. They will lose money as a result of
Friday. | could never work out why it was not called Easterthat, it will ruin their holiday weekend, they will all have
Saturday but, as a result of this exercise, | have now workeiangovers and they are not at all pleased to be doing it. Could
it out. | would think that the Minister's view is quite right | clarify the point the Minister is making—
because it then keeps it in conformity and does not offend any Mr Clarke interjecting:
other religion or views by describing it as Holy Saturday. Mr HILL: Asthe member for Ross Smith says, many of
That is not the case with respect to our Muslim brothersthem will not be able to get their product because bakers, for
sisters, or whatever else. example, will not be baking on Christmas Day.

When the member for Spence at a recent meeting of the The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:
Party did not correct the Shop Assistants Union State MrHILL: Yes, thatis right. Will the Minister clarify the
Secretary for describing the day following Good Friday aspoint that this means that he or some subsequent Minister can
‘Easter Saturday’ | thought it had been announcedontinue to use their discretion to allow trading or not allow
ex cathedra given his high office within Labor unity. | trading if Boxing Day subsequently falls on a Saturday?
therefore took it as given with respect to Easter Saturday. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: That s actually taken into
Nonetheless, | am quite content with the Minister’s descripaccount in section 13(9) of the Act, which allows the
tion of Easter Saturday as ‘the day following Good Friday’.Governor, by proclamation, to authorise the opening of shops

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (Mr Venning): The  during hours specified in the proclamation when it would be
Minister is currently writing an amendment. Does theotherwise unlawful to open those shops and so on. Itis a
member for Spence wish to withdraw his current amendment@ecision of the Minister and, as | indicated, the process for
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this particular year's decision was as follows: | went to the The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Members will come to
Retail Trades Advisory Committee and | took the majorityorder.

view and, if there were 15 people who provided a view and Mr CLARKE: One might presume that it would be a
each one of those people was an association or whatever, fgssor or lessee who could initiate such a meeting; however,
guess is there would have been 10 who said ‘Do trade’ anthe regulation does not spell that out. My amendment clearly

four who said ‘Not’, so | took the majority view. spells out a lessee or a lessor, or most importantly from our
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. point of view—and | know that this is valued by the Small
Clauses 6 to 9 passed. Retailers Association of South Australia because | spoke to
Clause 10. that body’s legal advisers on this matter only this morning—
Mr CLARKE: | move: an officer of an association referred to in section 60. So, the

New clause, page 4, after line 7—Insert new clause as follows-Sma” Retailers Association or an assomatlon which has been
Amendment of Retail and Commercial Leases Act 1995 fo_rr_ned to protect and advance the interests of retailers can
10.  The Retail and Commercial Leases Act 1995 is amendelitiate such a ballot.
by inserting the following subsection after subsection (2) of ~As members would be aware, a number of lessees are
section 61: . worried that, if they stick up their hand to convene a meeting
(Zﬂ"’.‘) Tfhe lessor Qrtt_he 'esfsee;'gder a rett_all %%Op Ite_ase t(ct’{]fl‘ﬂ vote on increased hours or changes to the core hours of
ofrficer or an association reterred 1o In section acting a . .
request of a lessee) may call a meeting of the personsgwho ae[@dlr_lg and that does not please the landlord, the landlord will
entitled to vote in a ballot to vote on a resolution approvingtake it out on the lessee at the time of renewal of the lease and
different core trading hours for the purposes of subsection (1)(c)make it difficult for that lessee to continue in business in that
The reason for my moving this amendment is simply that wearticular shopping centre. This does happen. Every member
in the Opposition are trying to give the small traders arff this Chamber at some time would have been approached
opportunity to prevent their being forced to open until 7 p.m DY a trader with a similar problem. .
in the suburban areas or potentially up to 9 p.m. in the CBD  Through this amendment we are allowing those traders to
district, if the landlords of where they have their shops in ar@ to their association and say, ‘We dare not raise our

The existing section 61(1)(c) of the Retail and CommerSO that we can have a secret ballot to determine the issue as
cial Leases Act provides: provided for under the Act and regulations. We can do this

A retail shop lease may only regulate trading hours, if— WithOUt the Iar_1d|ord know?ng which O-f us has brought you
the core trading hours (i.e. the hours for which t’he shop i§m0 play on thls_matter_.’ Itis a protectl_on measure for small
required to be open for business)— traders, something which | thought this Government would
(i) do not exceed 65 hours a week; and want to support.
(i) have been approved in a secret ballot, conducted in The argument that the Government uses against it—and
accordance with the regulations, by a majority of at leasthjs js why | have also raised this with the two Independent
75 per cent of the votes cast. Liberals and the National Party representative in this
Basically a lease can only tell the small retailer (or a largeChamber—is that it has not had time to discuss this matter
retailer for that matter) that, if it is within an enclosed with the Advisory Council. That is a bit unfortunate, but
shopping complex, the core trading hours cannot exceesbmetimes we have to do things quickly.
65 hours a week and those hours, whether it be from 9 to 6 | remember only too well the Minister quoting from a
or from 10to 7, as potentially it would be under the Govern-speech that | made on his non-smoking in eating areas
ment's Shop Trading Hours (Miscellaneous) Bill, would havetobacco products Bill. | have learnt from the policy backflips
to be approved by 75 per cent at a secret ballot of thosef the Minister's Government when he said he would not sell
entitled to vote. ETSA and immediately after the election decided to do so.
The difficulty with the existing principal Act is this: there The Minister has shown a great deal of flexibility, and so
is no trigger mechanism in section 61. One could presumkave |. | particularly draw this to the attention of the Inde-
from reading it that either a lessor or a lessee could seek {gendents and the National Party member: when you are in
initiate a ballot, but it does not spell it out in the principal Opposition, you are not in the driving seat and, if you do not

Act. Regulation 10 of 134 of 1995 provides: act quickly to take advantage of Government legislation to try
For the purposes of subsection (1)(c) of section 61 of the Act, 40 broaden the ambit to protect people, you can lose that
ballot under that subsection must be conducted as follows: opportunity for all time. As we all know, in the private

(a) The proposed core training hours must be incorporategnembers’ system, we get only Thursday mornings to debate
into a resolution to be put at a meeting of the persons whqpese jssues, and the Government often does not respond to
are entitled to vote on the matter. . S ol . .

. o . private members’ Bills: it keeps trying to put them off until

can initiate that meeting. Presumably— done.
The Hon. G.M. Gunn: You only like to hear yourself This is a Bill that the Government wants to get through.
talk. It wants to be able to beat its breast and say it has actually
Mr CLARKE: The bear has woken up. | think it would achieved something for its retail supporters, no matter how
be better for all of us if he went back to sleep. few they may be. | am saying to the National Party member
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: and the two Independent Liberal members that this is the

Mr CLARKE: | am sorry. It is after the member for opportunity to strike because, if you do not strike now on a
Stuart’s bed-time. Could we all sing him a lullaby. | see thatBill that the Government wants to get through both Houses
he is upset. If he did not interject so much—and he shouldhis week or the following week, you may lose that oppor-
know that interjections are out of order—I would concludetunity for all time.
my speech that much more quickly. | thought the honourable We know what will happen when it goes to the Advisory
member would know that after 27 years in this place. Council. The Advisory Council consists of such bodies as the
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Building Owners and Managers Association, who will be biglaws in our industrial legislation to say that unions cannot
supporters of it. The Retail Traders’ Association of Southcompel members to do (a), (b) and (c), or how we provide
Australia represents Coles Myer and Woolworths. Allegedlyfinancial assistance in our industrial laws at Federal and State
it represents small retailers as well but, whenever Colekvels—Ilegal aid for members to challenge union rules if they
Myer—who pays the bulk of the wages bill—rattles the canbelieve them to be unfair, harsh or oppressive.
you know what happens. It is the old golden rule: whoever All | am seeking to do through this amendment is grant
has the gold rulesThe Small Retailers Association is totally small retail traders some rights that members opposite insist
in support of this amendment that | have put forward. | do nobn giving to employees who are members of unions, or who
think the Newsagents Association of South Australia wouldare not members of unions but are employees in the work
have any particular hardship. Many of its members wouldorce. Itis totally inconsistent of members opposite to oppose
also be members of the Small Retailers Association and/hat we are putting forward and yet to insist on those same
would benefit from this amendment. rights—in fact, greater rights—for employees or union
I do not think there would be any problem whatsoevemrmembers in the work force.
with the Australian Small Business Association Limited, but  The last point with which | will deal, which is a point that
Westfield shopping management will have a problem with ithas been raised by the Minister—and I have thought about it
They will not want it at all, and this Premier promised since | had a casual conversation with him about the amend-
Westfield all day Sunday shopping before the last Statenent—is the issue of the ballot being exercised regularly. |
election and has not been able to deliver on it. Do you thinkcannot see how one can put a time limit on it because, if this
this Premier will be able to go to Westfield and say, ‘l wantlegislation came into force today and ballots were held and
you to boost up the powers of small retailers; that is how khere was a sufficient number of people to block trading
will repay you for the big sling you have given the Liberal hours, one cannot say that the traders who will be occupying
Party at the last State election’? No, he will not be able to ddhat shopping centre in five years have to be bound by that
that. He has to eat enough crow by going back to Westfieldecision, when the turnover of the lessees in those businesses
and saying, ‘| cannot give you Sunday trading.’ Then theramight be 100 per cent inside of those five years.
is the Commissioner. Those new lessees may well want to meet together
We do not know when the committee will meet, becauseollectively to make a new decision with respect to core
it meets at the discretion of the Minister—whenever thetrading hours which reflect different trading patterns, which
Minister wants that committee to meet. If it meets next weekwill emerge on a year by year basis depending on the state of
that is terrific. But the Minister can find an excuse for thatthe economy at any one time. So, it would be a ridiculous
committee not to meet for another year. In fact, under theotion to suggest that, once a ballot is held, that is it. It would
regulations, it has to meet at least twice a year. be akin to this Parliament, after the 1997 State election,
Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, Mr Acting Chairman, saying, ‘With respect to the people who existed and who were
the member for Ross Smith has imputed improper motivesligible to vote in 1997, the numbers that they have elected
to all members of the Liberal Party and Westfield shoppindgnto Parliament stays the saraé infinitum'’ If that were the
centres by saying it gave a big sling, which | presume meansase, there is no way in which you could change the system.
a sizeable donation, and that this is in some way a pay off for | urge all members opposite to strike while the iron is hot
that. That is quite improper under Standing Orders, and it iand while we have this opportunity to do something for small
also untrue. It is not on the public record anywhere, and ndraders in this area. Do not be fobbed off by members saying,
in any circumstances did Westfield or anyone associated withet us wait for an advisory committee, and all the rest of it
it make a contribution to the Liberal Party. because, frankly, | will end up growing hair and be reafforest-
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | have sought advice, and ed as much as the member for Hart while waiting for that
the point of order cannot be sustained. It was just a generaldvisory committee to come back with a decision that this
comment. Government will act on in respect of granting additional
Mr CLARKE: When the Electoral Commission’s returns rights to small traders.
come in for donations and we find a few more Catch Timsor | am aware that the member for Gordon has a private
whatever else, we will track that down and find out. So, | saynember’s Bill on Thursday with respect to this matter and,
to the Independents and the National Party member thatwhilst there may be other amendments that we can make to
have just read out who is represented on that advisorthe principal Act on that occasion, | simply appeal to him on
committee. The committee meets only when the Ministethe basis that we have a Government Bill before us now
convenes it. It is obliged to hold only a minimum of two which the Government wants passed. It may be short notice,
meetings a year. So, this matter can be put off for soméut we should latch onto our opportunities as and when they
considerable time. | appeal to members opposite: tharise. It might not be as much time as members might like for
amendment that the Opposition puts forward does absoluteyonsultation but, when one has the opportunity to do some-
no violence to the principal Act. thing for someone when in Opposition and not in a Govern-
The principal Act—the Retail Leases Act 1995—alreadyment seat, one grabs it with both hands and acts decisively in
provides for a 75 per cent vote. What we are simply, but mosthe interests of the greater good.
importantly, doing is giving it a triggering mechanism, which ~ Mr MCEWEN: We have wasted all this time debating an
it has lacked to date. It allows for traders to call in anamendment to a different Act which would have absolutely
association and request such a ballot so that they cannot be relevance in relation to the Act before us, and | certainly
exposed to any intimidation by landlords or retail centrewould not be inclined to support the member for Ross Smith.
management, and | would have thought that that is irHe will have the opportunity on Thursday to move further
everyone’s interests. | am fed up to the back teeth hearingmendments to the Bill that will be before us then. This was
from members opposite how we have to change our industrigimply a tactic to bring into Government time private
laws to protect the rights of individual members or employeesnember’s business. He knew that, and then proceeded to
from being compelled to join unions, or to have rules andspend quite a bit of time explaining a clause to a Bill that is
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not the Bill we are debating. | will certainly not be supporting
his action tonight.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: There are a couple of
important facts about which | wish to tell the Committee

The honourable member went on to say that he had not
had an opportunity to talk to those interest groups on the Bill,
and the Opposition members had not had a chance to
determine a position on the amendments placed before them.

bef inf v identifving that the G £ will Even more importantly, the member for Ross Smith stated:
efore informally identifying tha e fovernment wi Putting aside the merits of the Minister's argument with respect

oppose this amendment. First, | am told that in practice thig, s issue, our objection is to the processes followed and the
has not been a concern. | think | understand what the membgampling of every convention with respect to prior consultation and
for Ross Smith is attempting to do, but | am informed that theallowing sufficient time for the Opposition to deal with this matter

lack of trigger mechanism he has identified has not actuall?‘ a proper manner and in away that it can discuss the issues raised
been a concern n the proposed amendments with the interest groups in the

community.

Secondly, the member for Ross Smith says that there isBhe member for Ross Smith went on to say, with masterly
need to act quickly. This Bill has been in the House since laginderstatement, ‘It is an absolute outrage!” So, we intend to
week, and the member for Ross Smith obviously had théake to the Retail Leases Advisory Committee the spirit of
opportunity to identify this amendment prior to that. Mostwhat the member for Ross Smith is attempting to do, and to
importantly, to debunk accusations that the Government iaddress it in that forum. We therefore oppose the amendment.
not interested in small business, itis important for the House The Committee divided on the new clause:

to identify that the sorts of concerns that the member for Ross AYES (19)

Smith is talking about now were addressed to some extentby  Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.

amendments to the Retail and Commercial Leases Act in late Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.

1997. Clarke, R. D. (teller) Conlon, P. F.
) . o De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O.

That Act now gives a preferential right to sitting tenants Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.

in shopping centres to negotiate and enter a new lease atthe  jj| J. p. Key, S. W.

expiry of their present lease. These amendments are the first Koutsantonis, T. Rankine, J. M.

of their kind enacted in any Australian jurisdiction, and they Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.

mean that before entering a lease with another tenant the Thompson, M. G. White, P. L.

landlord must make a written offer to the existing tenant, in Wright, M. J.

terms no less favourable than those of the proposed new NOES (23)

lease. So, the Government has taken into account the
objections of the member for Ross Smith. Most importantly,

Armitage, M. H. (teller) Brindal, M. K.

Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
rather than di§missing this a_lmendment, j[he Government will Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.
ask the Retail Leases Advisory Committee to address any Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.
unforeseen consequences that aris_e from this amendment. We Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
think that will be the most appropriate way forward. Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.

For argument’s sake, as | noted in closing the debate K0tz D. C. Lewis, I. P.
previously, if any lessee is able to trigger a vote, does this ~ Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A.
mean that there will be a vote at any time that a lessee ~ MCEwen, R.J. Meier, E. J.
chooses to have any issue voted on? What will happenifa ~ ©'sen, J. W. Oswald, J. K. G.
lessee changes? Does that mean that he or she willbe able o~ S¢@lZi, G. Such, R. B.
trigger yet another vote on another issue? All those things are ~ Williams, M. R.
matters upon which the Retail Leases Advisory Committee Rann. M. D PAIR(S) Penfold. E. M
can give us appropriate advice. VL = VL

g bprop Hurley, A. K. Wotton, D. C.

Perhaps the main reason why we wish to refer the matter

Majority of 4 for the Noes.

to the advisory committee is exactly the same reason that the ey clause thus negatived.
member for Ross Smith gave to the House on Wednesday 5 progress reported; Committee to sit again.

March for opposing an amendment in which he actually

believed, namely, that the Opposition had not had an
opportunity to discuss these amendments with the various
constituent groups affected by the important legislation.

ADJOURNMENT

At 12.1 a.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday

25 November at 2 p.m.



