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to look after the interests and concerns of individuals,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY whoever they were.
If an organisation needed assistance, in whatever form,
Tuesday 2 March 1999 Keith was only too happy to lend a helping hand, and always
in the most courteous manner. People who met Keith Russack

. during his lifetime would surely understand that that was a
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chairat  featyre, the character, the personality of this man. His

2 p.m. and read prayers. devotion to the local community and his dedication speaks for
itself.

STATUTES AMENDMENT (MINING Keith was the inaugural President of the Wontama Homes

ADMINISTRATION) BILL for the Aged (having walked hundreds of miles to raise funds

. - .for the cause); the inaugural President of the Kernerwek
His Excellen_cy the Governor, by message, intimated h'?;owender (serving as President from 1972 to 1977); patron
assent to the Bill. of the Kadina Cricket Club for some 25 years; Rotary charter
member and Paul Harris fellow; Meals on Wheels member;
RUSSACK, Mr E.K., DEATH member of the Kadina Community Hospital board for over
. ) 10 years; member of the Kadina Memorial High School
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | move: Council for ten years; councillor for eight years; and Mayor
of Jpgt EGRTJC;%Z% l?f ésrfneg;?][]ye%(gg?sjfe% iéS SSSSJESL? a};ﬁg ggﬁihthe Corporation of the Town of Kadina for three years. The
record its appreciatibn of his long and meritorious s’erviceFT and theﬂst of Keith's community aCt'\.”t'eS goes on further, but| am
as a mark of respect to his memory the sitting of the House b&ure that the House can gain a sense of the man from the
suspended until the ringing of the bells. achievements | have outlined. Recognition of these achieve-

Itis with a great sense of sadness that | rise in the Chamb ents came in 1989, when Keith received the Order of

today to move a condolence motion for Keith Russack, wh u\s/t/r':a.llla '\éle.dﬁl' involved in th ity f
passed away Friday last at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. As WWhile Keith was not Involved in the community for

a family friend, an occasional mentor and a colleague, Keitﬁlccolades, his acknowledgment in the Order of Australia list

was a person for whom | had the utmost respect. He was 'yas indeed befitting of his tireless work for the community

gentleman in every sense of the word. We were botfnd sense of the community that he helped to create. Keith's
members of the Kadina Rotary Club, he was my predecessgPMmitment to others was not restricted to his local com-
as President of the Kernerwek Lowender and as Mayor gpunity. He served in the South Australian Parliament in the

Kadina, and we worked together over many years on variodgegi3|ative Council and in the House of Assembly and, by
committees within the Kadina community. oing so, made a contribution to the broader South Australian

Bornin Kadina on 2 April 1918, Keith attended the local community. From 1970 until 1973 he was a member for

primary school and high school before becoming a telegrap i(_iland in the Legislative Council. From 1973 until 1977
messenger at the local post office in 1933. After working a§re'th was the member for Gouger and, subsequently,

. ; = from 1977 until 1982 Keith was the member for Goyder in
a telegraph messenger for a time, Keith began working in hig : PR . :
father's shop at the age of 16—a shop that is still trading i this Chamber. In his time in the South Australian Parliament

Kadina to this da rkeith served on numerous committees—Printing Committee,
Y. Standing Orders Committee and Public Works Committee—

The Second World War broke out in 1939, and inanq from 1979 to 1982 he was Chairman of the Public Works
September 1940 Keith, along with his brother Henry, enteregh, 1 mittee.

the 43rd Battalion, Hindmarsh Regiment, C Company. Most ., s mmation, Keith's commitment to his local com-

of Lh(:/lmen m;_he Pa“\j‘\'/!"hr? werehfrom_ the lf(aQ'Qa' Vga”arol?munity was boundless and always was full of enthusiasm,
an Ncoooma Istrict. Within 3 sﬁqrt tlrpe, eit ut? fertoc;]. even in his latter years, in recent times. Keith’'s commitment
an (non-commissioned officers’) course, before 'Jo the South Australian community is something we should

battalion was posted to Darwin in early 1942. Within the e+ on here today and in the future with a sense of pride.
space of two months, Keith was promoted to the rank o e was a man of the people, certainly a man of his com-

lieutenant and was subsequently assigned to the 3rd Traini ; :
. > > . . unity, and a good South Australian, and someone | am
Battalion at Woodside in the Adelaide Hills. Just prior tolproud to have known and called a friend.

returning to the 43rd Battalion, Keith married Ruth and, after™ 5, ponaif of the Government and the Liberal Party in this
a brief h9ne¥m°°“' returned to his battallor_L i State, | would like to formally place on the record our
By this time the 43rd was engaged in loading and,nhreciation and thanks for Keith's contribution to his local
unloading ships in Townsville, before the unit was moved.ommunity, the South Australian Parliament and, in turn, the
back to Sydney and disbanded. In 1945, he was posted t&,,th Australian community in general. Also, on behalf of
another battalion bound for New Guinea and later Southerfhe | iperal Party and the Government | would like to express

Borneo, and it was in Borneo that he was wounded. By they sincere condolences to Keith's wife, Ruth, and sons
end of 1945, at the conclusion of the war, Keith was back 'rRodger Lee and Mark and their respective families.

his home town of Kadina, but still on the list of Army

Reserve officers. From 1948 until 1956 he was a member of

the Citizen Military Forces, where he was subsequently The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): In

promoted to captain and company commander. seconding the Premier’s condolence motion on behalf of the
It is most evident from Keith’'s commitment to the armed Opposition, | would like to say that | did not know Keith

forces that he was a man who loved his country and, tellinglyRussack well and did not serve in the Parliament at the same

his local community. He was a man of the community; notime that he did but, during the later period of his time as a

cause was too small or too large. He made personal sacrificesember of Parliament, | was an adviser to three Labor
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Leaders and | know that each of them—Don Dunstan, Demiember and Keith, as the closest member, was paired to
Corcoran and John Bannon—spoke extremely highly of KeittGoyder: | saw him on a frequent basis. It did not take me long
Russack. There is absolutely no doubt whatsoever that he wes appreciate that Keith had a lot to offer and, in fact, was
a person who put his electorate number one: it was put befoiefering a lot to the people whom he was serving and looking
his Party and it was always the local community in terms ofafter on Yorke Peninsula. He certainly was a man of the
the area of Yorke Peninsula and the Mid North that hepeople. He was an honourable man: he was what | would call
represented. a true gentleman. In fact, | would go further and say he was

He was held in the highest regard on the Labor side o# true Christian gentleman, because he loved his church and
politics over a considerable number of years, as well athe church was very important in Keith's day-to-day life. He
obviously being admired by his fellow Liberal colleagues. Asalso was a family man, and he had the knack of being able to
was mentioned by the Premier, he was also one of the felalance the commitment to the electorate with ensuring that
people—one of only six or seven—who made the transitioe spent sufficient time with his family and his wife Ruth. He
from the Legislative Council to the House of Assembly,certainly served the electorate very well.
Frank Blevins, of course, being the most recent. Unfortunate- As we have heard from the Premier, Keith had many
ly, Keith Russack was unable to show his mettle as a Cabinsticcesses in life. We can think back to the time when he took
Minister because most of his parliamentary career coincidedver his father’s jewellery business: those who have been to
with the Dunstan decade, and he was pipped for the post &adina would appreciate how Keith, together with his sons
Speaker by Dr Bruce Eastick in 1979. However, Keithin latter years, built up that business. He also had success in
Russack was a shadow Cabinet member for the Liberal Partiie military forces, where he gained the rank of lieutenant in
when David Tonkin was Leader of the Opposition and Rogea very short period of time, and, in later years, in the Citizen
Goldsworthy was Deputy and was again outstanding in thatlilitary Forces, he became a captain. As the Premier said, he
role in terms of always presenting a case in the best interestgas Mayor of Kadina. He also gained the Paul Harris Fellow
of both his Party and the State. Of course, he was someoiire Rotary and the OAM, and he was successful in entering
who will be remembered for his work as Chairman of theParliament in three different ways, namely, as a member of
Public Works Committee, where he served the Parliamerthe Legislative Council, as the member for Gouger and as the
with great distinction. Certainly, when | joined the committeemember for Goyder.
in 1985, when George Whitten was passing over the batonto However, there is no doubt that Keith also had what could
Keith Plunkett, | know that both George and the late Keithbe described as his disappointments. | suppose Keith must
Plunkett spoke highly of the work of Keith Russack in thathave wondered from time to time why he made the transition
role. from the Upper House to the Lower House, because he had

Again, Keith helped to enshrine that sense of bipartisanmany pre-selections on his hands during those times. It was
ship that has been the mark of the Public Works Standinglso a period when Parliament did not have four year terms
Committee over many decades. Certainly, in terms of myout, supposedly, three year terms. However, if my memory
personal contacts with him, in terms of seeing him on behal$erves me correctly, they were often terms of 18 months to
of various Premiers as a staffer, | always found him extremetwo years and, in fact, it seemed that Keith was forever going
ly courteous. The Premier has made that point: the wortb the people to get re-endorsement. He was shadow Minister
‘courtesy’ is the first thing that is brought to mind when youfor Local Government and Transport, and | well recall the
think of Keith Russack. Certainly, on the Yorke Peninsula—time when Keith lost pre-selection for the Liberal Party for
as | know from when | went up at one stage to open a newhe seat of Goyder: in fact, | was present at a Liberal Party
campus of the Kadina TAFE—people spoke very highly ofmeeting some time later when Keith came late that evening
Keith Russack, both as the member for Gouger and thend announced to us that he had lost his shadow portfolio of
member for Goyder and as the Legislative Councillor forLocal Government and Transport. | do not believe he was
Midland: people spoke about him with a degree of bothsurprised at that, because he was no longer the endorsed
affection and respect. Liberal candidate, but he said, ‘Not only have | lost my

| want also to acknowledge, as the Premier said, his fivgortfolio but | have lost my office.’ In fact, | remember that
years in the AIF as an officer and also his contribution toKeith used the words, ‘I have been relegated to the dungeon
local government over many years before entering Parlian Parliament House—way down below.’ | believe that that
ment, both as Mayor of Kadina and as a councillor. On behalfiurt as much as anything.
of the Opposition, | would like to say that David Tonkinwas ~ When the Tonkin Government came to power, Keith had
absolutely right when, at the retirement of Keith Russack, h@ained selection from the Liberal Party to be Speaker of this
described him as one of nature’s gentlemen. We wouldery establishment, the House of Assembly. | believe that
certainly like the Speaker to pass on our condolences to hiéeith’s name was already on the Speaker’s chair: the seats
widow Ruth and his three sons. were reserved for his wife and other members of his family.

However, when the time came for the election of Speaker, it

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | support the condolence motion was not to be for Keith Russack: he did not gain that position.
with respect to the late Edwin Keith Russack. As member$suppose it shows the character of the man: Keith could well
have heard, Keith was a Legislative Councillor for thehave held that against the person who defeated him, but that
District of Midland and then became a House of Assemblywas not in Keith's nature. Again, it showed Keith's Christian
member for the area of Gouger and later Goyder. | wasature, his Christian principles, and he showed me—and | am
privileged to follow Keith as the member for Goyder after hesure he showed many others—that you do have your downs
retired. in life but you have to rise above them and look to the

| first got to know Keith in the mid 1970s, at a time when positive.
he was the member for Gouger and | was President of the The positives were certainly there for Keith, as | have
Yorketown-Edithburgh Liberal Party branch. At that stagementioned already, and they continued to be there after he left
Yorketown, being in Goyder, did not have a Liberal PartyParliament. | was amazed at how he continued to be involved
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with so many organisations. A few years ago, Keith sufferedecause they changed the rules. Ever since then, | took notice
a major heart attack while he was on the operating table foof what Keith Russack had to say.
a by-pass operation. That meant he could no longer walk as Keith has been a great example to us all. He certainly has
he had in the past, but he still managed to get to functionbeen a man who served this Parliament very well, who served
whenever he could. He was also asked to be guest speakerlgis community very well and who served his family very
many occasions. | could only admire the way he was able tavell. He will be sadly missed, but | know that he is with his
present a magnificent speech on every occasion. He haard and Saviour in another place. | thank Keith Russack for
obviously done his homework, and he knew how to presendil he did for this Parliament and for me.
himself in that respect. He always had that hand of friendship
to be offered even in the latter days when, often, we had to Mr De LAINE (Price): | support the condolence motion
go to him: he would recognise us from some distance antbr the late Keith Russack, OAM, former member of the
say, ‘Hello John’—or whoever it was. Legislative Council, member for Gouger and, as has been
I remember asking Keith why he was going to retire fromsaid, later the member for Goyder. It is true that Keith was
politics when he decided to do so. Although he was going t@nly one of seven people in South Australia’s history to make
be 63 at the next election, | felt he had a lot to offer at thathe successful transition from the Legislative Council to the
stage. He was still very youthful in himself and he wasHouse of Assembly. There have been many other attempts,
certainly very forthright. He said to me, ‘There are probablybut only seven successful ones. Keith represented the people
two key reasons, John. One of them is that | have to do aboaf South Australia in the Legislative Council from 12
50 000 kilometres per year travelling around the electorateéSeptember 1970 to 9 March 1973 and in the House of
I can no longer grasp the steering wheel as | should. | canndtssembly from 10 March 1973 to 5 November 1982.
clench my fist. | cannot get my fingers firmly around the ring  Keith was also an excellent Chairman of the Public Works
of the steering wheel. That is not the best position to be in.Committee and handled that committee most effectively in
He was suffering arthritis in his hands. his dealings with the public and other officers in that role. In
However, there was a much more important reason, June 1989 Keith was awarded the OAM for his services to the
believe, why he did not seek preselection and, again, tommunity and to the South Australian Parliament. | met
showed his dedication to his family and to his wife. He said Keith on several occasions, but only after his retirement from
‘My wife, Ruth, is not able to remember things as shethis place. | remember him as a real gentleman, but cannot
remembered them in the past.’ | said, ‘Come on, Keith, sheomment on the way he was in this place. | will pass on a few
is as good as you. She knows everyone in the electorate.’ Butmarks made by a former Labor Premier, Des Corcoran, to
he pointed out to me that on every occasion when he wenthom | spoke only today in relation to Keith Russack. Des
into a room he would go to a couple with Ruth next to him—said that, while Keith was a very conservative man, he was
she accompanied him to virtually all functions—and sayyvery approachable, very friendly and a person with no
‘Ruth, you remember John Smith and his wife, Margaret. Ofenemies. Des went on to say that you could not wish for a
course, Ruth would say, ‘Yes, how are you John andicer person and that he was one of nature’s gentlemen. That
Margaret?’ While many politicians use that ploy from time is a good comment to hear from a former Premier of South
to time—and | did not see it coming through—it proved to Australia on the other side of palitics.
be the case that, unfortunately, Ruth was suffering from Keith was an extremely good local member who worked
Alzheimer’s disease. Life has not been easy for her and fatonscientiously and well for not just one but every section of
Keith in latter years. his community. The Government Whip and current member
Keith taught me many lessons. When | became the locdbr Goyder made mention of Keith’s Christian beliefs. As
member, | said to Keith, ‘One of my commitments will be to secretary of the Christian fellowship in the Parliament for
visit every school on a regular basis; certainly several timesomething like eight years, | know that Keith was always
per year.’ He said, ‘John, before you give that commitmentery keen to get an invitation each year for the annual church
publicly, just remember how many schools you've got—andservice that we put on; he used to enjoy receiving an invita-
there were over 30 in the electorate. He said, ‘If you rememtion and attending those church services. Only in recent years
ber that Parliament sits for many weeks of the year and thatecause of failing health was he unable to get to the services
there are school holidays for quite a few weeks of the yeathat he enjoyed so much. On behalf of members of the Labor
you will realise that there are not 30 weeks in the year yoDpposition, | extend my sincere condolences to Keith's wife
could go visiting schools. You don’t have only schools toand family.
visit: you have hospitals, local government establishments,
businesses and households as well.’ The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | am pleased to
He was quite right. It is not very easy to get around assupport this condolence motion for Keith Russack, OAM. |
much as you would like to. He also said to me, ‘Be carefulwas fortunate to have served for many years in this place with
about accepting invitations from people who say, "John, youeith. All who have spoken in this debate previously have
must call around for a cup of tea or coffee." The temptatiorreferred to Keith Russack as a true gentleman and that is
is to say, "Yes, | will. I'll try to be there next week." The next exactly what he was. | am sure that everybody who knew
week can become next month, and the next month cakeith respected him. The Premier and the Leader of the
sometimes become the next year. It would be far better to sa§dpposition both referred to him as being a very courteous
"Thank you, | will endeavour to do that. Hopefully, it can be man and he was certainly that. He was a very kindly person
arranged some time in the future".’ and had a tremendous sense of humour. He was very loyal to
The final thing that he taught me was always to behis community—in fact, totally committed to his constituency
prepared to give a speech. In those early days when orand totally committed to the State of South Australia.
needed to have a speech written out half the time, | endeav- | said earlier that he was a very kind person. One of the
oured not to be caught out. But | remember that on on¢hings that really impressed me about Keith was the time he
occasion | was caught out—not because | had not asked bgave as a member to assist new members when they came
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into this place, and | was one of those. Keith was alwaysesigned from the public service on 8 May 1998. The funding for
available at any time to consult on any issues or pass on a@(tension services is provided by the holders of marine scalefish

; ; i icences through commercial licence fees.
advice that one might seek, and he would do itin such awa&P 2. The Bookmark Biosphere Trust is conducting research into

that you felt you could certainly rely on and respect theyeyeloping management guidelines for restoring and maintaining
advice being given. | know that he did that with all new native flora, fauna and water quality found in various River Murray
members from both sides of the House, and | am sure that alletlands. As well as conducting biological monitoring on vegetation,

of us who have had the opportunity to be counselled by Keitirds: frofgf]a”d maCOA”Vﬁ.”‘;t?ratelS' ﬁsﬂ Samp'ring \gill tl’e U”de}”ﬁ?m
. i as part of the research which involves the catch and release of all fis

WOUId, recognise and be very grateful fqr that advice. species including European carp. The Bookmark Biosphere Trust

Keith had total respect for the Parliament and for thenave been granted a Ministerial exemption to conduct the research

procedures of the Parliament. He was a stickler for thever a three year period which allows the Trust to use fishing devices

procedures, and even when he missed out on being Speakef.o_aid their research. Fish collected by the permit holder are for

ientific and research purposes only and may not be sold.
and | suggest that he would have made an excellent Speak?—ﬁ’ Although the Department occasionally receives requests from

n th|§ House, but he was not given that Opportun'ty—hQndividuals to harvest European carp, there is concern that ‘carp-

certainly made sure that the House kept to the appropriately’ licences may promote the continual survival of carp in South

procedures on a daily basis. Australig s waterways. The Department has not granted any ‘carp-
only’ licences but instead has encouraged existing commercial

| know Ruth very well and | pass on my condolencgs tOIicence holders to harvest carp as a way of controlling their numbers.
Ruth, and to their three sons and their respective families. The jong term aspirations of people setting up businesses which rely

on the supply of carp have been approached with caution.
The SPEAKER: | thank all honourable members who  People are encouraged to make contact with the existing
have spoken on the motion this afternoon and | assureommercial fishers who are permitted to use commercial fishing gear

members that his family will receive a copy of tHansard to take carp. The existing commercial licence holders have access
to arange of native and non-native species and therefore are able to

atthe earliest opportunity. switch their fishing effort to other species if carp numbers decline
Motion carried by members standing in their places in silence significantly. _ _
The structures placed in the wetlands to monitor the movement

[Sitting suspended from 2.33 to 2.40 p.m.] of fish into Lake Merriti at different flow rates by the Bookmark
Biosphere Trust are not in breach of the Fisheries Act 1982.
RETIREMENT VILLAGES Individuals who wish to erect structures on their private property

may do so. However, when the free passage of fish is impaired it is
. . . . atthis time that the compatibility of the structures with the objectives
A petition signed by 206 residents of South Australiaof the Fisheries Act 1982 comes into question.

requesting that the House urge the Government to amend the 3. The current membership of the Marine Scalefish Fishery
Local Government Act to legislate that councils must provideVianagement Committee is as follows:

: . Pl - : Mr Martin Cameron Chairman
retirement villages that maintain their own infrastructure was Mr Barry Treloar Recreational member
Petition received. Mr David Gill Commercial member
Mr Neville Sampson Commercial member
POWER STATION Mr Chris Fewster Commercial member
Vacant Community member
A petition signed by 3 574 residents of South Australia yacant SARFAC
. , Ms Lorraine Rosenberg SAFIC
requesting that the House oppose the Government's plan to py keith Jones SARDI
construct a power station at Pelican Point, Outer Harbor or Ms Merilyn Nobes PIRSA
near any other residential area was presented by Mr Foley. Mrs Sally Clark Committee Support Officer

Petition received.
NATURAL HERITAGE TRUST

NETHERBY KINDERGARTEN In reply toMs HURLEY (Napier) 26 November 1998.
. . . . The Hon. R.G. KERIN: There are 9 NHT regions with a
A petition signed by 1 071 residents of South Australiaregional Assessment Panel for each consisting of people from
requesting that the House urge the Government to oppose avgrious organisations and interest. Priorities are established for each
variation to legislation that prevents the development of th%eglon and then submitted to a State Assessment Panel. The State

. : ssessment Panel has an independent chair and comprises people
Netherby Kindergarten at the Claremont Avenue site wa ith a wide range of expertise and represent the peak natural

presented by Mr Hamilton-Smith. resource and environmental organisations. Each project is assessed
Petition received. by these panels against a number of criteria including how they
contribute to the outcomes agreed to in the Partnership Agreement
QUESTIONS a detailed document negotiated between the State and Common-
wealth Governments. A list of approved projects has been forwarded

The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answer to '© M HUreY:

question No. 5 on the Notice Paper be distributed and printed PAPERS TABLED
in Hansard and | direct that the following answers to
questions asked during the examination of the Auditor- The following papers were laid on the table:
General's Report be distributed and printeddansard By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources
REGIONAL DEVELGPMENT and Regional Development (Hon. R.G. Kerin)—
Dog Fence Board—Report, 1997-98

!thﬂgrzog'%“gg{iﬁr (Napier) 26 November 1998. By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
e : Brown)—

1. Acontract has been let to World Wide Project Managemen
Services Pty Ltd for extension services to the Marine Scalefish Office for the Ageing—Report, 1997-98
Fishery Management Committee. Mr Presser is an approved sub- National Aboriginal Cultural Institute Inc. ‘Tandanya’—
contractor for that company. Mr Presser did not take a TSVP but Report, 1997-98
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South Australian Country Arts Trust—Report, 1997-98  move forward in this phase. | can assure the Leader that, as
Harbors and Navigation Act—Regulations—Water Skiing a project of significance, the rail link is being maintained by
By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services andus as a priority project that we want to see come to a success-

Training (Hon. M.R. Buckby)— ful final conclusion—and this year.
Petrol Products R lation Act—R lati —
CSubsidy Rate o onon ACTTREqUIATons ELECTRICITY TARIFFS

By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. IF. - cONDOUS (Colton): Would the Premier please
Evans)— inform the House of the Government's plan to withdraw

Liquor Licensing Act—Regulations—Dry Areas—Long  the ETSA revenue measures if the sale or lease of ETSA is
Term—Normanville

approved?
By the Minister for Local Government (Hon. M.K.  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | can give the member for
Brindal)— Colton this commitment, that this Government will withdraw

Local Government Act—Regulations—Superannuation  the ETSA revenue measures as soon as the ETSA legislation
Board—Spouse Contributions. is passed—and it does not matter whether it is in the next

month, the next year or the next three years. We have

QUESTION TIME constantly said that the least preferred option of this Govern-

ment is for additional revenue measures; but we have been

ADELAIDE TO DARWIN RAILWAY forced into that position because of the intransigence of the

Opposition. The revenue measures are the Rann power Bill

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  revenue measures that have been put in place because—
Given the Premier’s statement to the House in June 1998 that Members interjecting:
construction work on the Adelaide to Darwin rail linkwould ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order.
commence by the end of this month, has the Premier The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The debt was incurred in this
discussed with the Prime Minister, during his visit to State by the Bannon/Rann Government. Mr Rann, the Leader
Adelaide, a further Commonwealth allocation for this of the Opposition, was a Minister in the Bannon Government
important national project that enjoys bipartisan support irthat presided over the collapse of the State Bank. The
addition to the initial commitment from the Commonwealth Opposition and Mr Rann, the Leader of the Opposition,
of $100 million, and is the Premier now confident that thecreated the problem. They do not want to be a part of the
project will begin construction by the end of this year? solution to the problem. Itis clear that this impost is a direct

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: In relation to the Adelaide to result of the Labor Party in South Australia refusing to have
Darwin rail project, best and final offers are due in bya policy, refusing to address the issue and, having created the
31 March this year. There was an extension of the date of begtoblem, not being prepared to assist in developing a solution
and final offers, given some protracted negotiations in théo the problem. If households have a concern about this, there
Northern Territory between the Northern Territory Govern-is one group in this State that deserves to be held responsible
ment and respective land councils, to sign off arrangementnd accountable, and it is the Australian Labor Party of South
between the land councils and the Northern TerritoryAustralia.
Government. In addition to that, there are several factors that It was the Australian Labor Party that created this
had to be clarified with the Commonwealth Government sdlifficulty but it is the Australian Labor Party in Opposition
that the tender documents, the basis upon which the best atttat walks away from attempting to find a solution. We could
final offers would be submitted, had to have further aspectkeep out of the household budgets of every South Australian
of clarification prior to submitting to the three consortia whofamily if the Leader of the Opposition and the Labor Party
have been invited to bid for this project. would support either the leasing or sale of ETSA. It is no

I have had a meeting with the Prime Minister today on adifferent from what they did when they were in Government.
number of matters and certainly continue to press thét was the Bannon Government that actually leased part of our
Adelaide to Darwin rail link as a major piece of transportpower utilities. If it is okay for the Labor Party to lease them,
infrastructure that is important to this State’s future. It iswhy is it now wrong for a Liberal Government to lease them?
simply too early before those best and final offers arélhe only reason is, because you are in Opposition, you have
received by 31 March to make a judgment about the need a0 plans and you simply want to block for the sake of
otherwise for additional Commonwealth funds for the projectblocking. Your blocking and your no policy position will
There will be an appropriate discussion as and when thering about a household budget impost of some $186, on
tender process is complete for that. average, a year. Let it be understood that every household in

As it relates to the timing, on the advice given to me, withthis State will be paying more because Mr Rann and the
the offers in by 31 March, it will take some two to three Labor Party have copped out. They are not prepared to assist
months to make an assessment of the offers to select thie overcoming the problem that they created in South
preferred tenderer, to then pursue over the next severdlustralia.
months negotiations with the preferred tenderer, if they are  Members interjecting:
unsuccessful, then take the second preferred tenderer in an The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the
attempt to close off negotiations with one of the three partie©pposition for continuing to interject when he has been
and, hopefully, within six months of the 31 March, a final called to order.
determination having been made, construction to commence The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We could have walked away;
prior to the end of this year. That is certainly the basis uponwve could have put our head in the sand; we could have
which we are proceeding with the project, working cooperaignored the problem as the Labor Party and Premier Bannon
tively with the Northern Territory Government and being did when he was warned about the State Bank issue. He was
aware of a number of issues that need to be addressed as warned, but they did nothing. We had an Auditor-General’s
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Report in December 1997, and it highlighted for the first timeproduce the goods for the economy of South Australia. What
in quantity and range of risk. We will not be ignoring the we want is for that not to falter; we do not want it to stall; and
warnings of the State Bank. We will not revisit on this Statewe want it to move forward. The best way we can enable it
State Bank Mark II. It would be an abdication of responsibili-to move forward is to get rid of the shackles that we inherited,
ty. Every time the Opposition makes a request for newthe shackles that the Labor Party refuses to remove from
infrastructure, services or facilities in their electorate, let usSouth Australians.

ask the Leader, Mr Rann, ‘Where is the money coming The Labor Party would have us go into household
from?’ Labor bankrupted South Australia. We are finding thebudgets—the pay packets of South Australians—rather than
solution to the bankruptcy of South Australia. We arefront up to the issue. Help us to get out of the pockets of

moving— South Australians. You can do it by passing either the ETSA
Members interjecting: sale or lease legislation—the same as you did when you were
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake will come in government. That is all we ask of you: implement the same

to order. policy as you did when you were in government. That

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The fount of wisdom from the demonstrates the absolute hypocrisy of the Labor Party on
back, the member for Peake! Come on down to the front! Youhis issue. It is base politics at its worst.
might get some new ideas and some lateral thinking amongst Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
your colleagues. Let us look at some of the facts. The ‘coultdUnder Standing Order 98, the Minister should answer the
be’ Leader, the member for Hart— substance of the question and should not engage in debate.
An honourable member interjecting: The SPEAKER: The point of order is now irrelevant

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, there’s ‘wanna be’, ‘could  because the Minister has resumed his seat. The Deputy
be’ and ‘has been’. The ‘wanna be’ is the member for_eader of the Opposition.

Kaurna, the ‘could be’ is the member for Hart, and the Leader Members interjecting:

is the ‘has been’. The member for Hart was on radio saying The SPEAKER: Order on my right!

that the Government has not budgeted for the Government pembers interjecting:

radio network contract and that this was the reason for the The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Environment and
black hole. That is what he said this morning. The membegyitage!

for Hart is wrong again. The 1998-99 budget and Forward

Estimates include provisions for the cost of the Government GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK

radio network project, and included in the budget was the

headroom for unplanned costs. It is in the budget paper Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My
1998-99. Not only is it budgeted for but it is yet anotherquestion is directed to the Premier. How does the Govern-
policy issue we have taken up. The Government radienent intend to pay for the $250 million Government radio
network contract was a warning from the Coroner backetwork? Representatives of various Government agencies
in 1983. Labor ignored the request, the direction of thevho appeared before the Public Works Committee last

Coroner. You did nothing— Thursday told the committee that they had been given
Mr Conlon interjecting: assurances that they would not incur extra expenses in linking
The SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for Elder to up to the Government radio network. Most Government

order. agencies have only included repair and maintenance costs for

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —for six or seven years. It has existing radio communications systems in their recurrent and
taken a Liberal Government to grasp that policy issue. Thigapital budgets, nowhere near the cost to construct or buy into
Government wants to spend badly needed funds on own expensive new radio network. The Government’s budget
schools, hospitals, roads and environment. We cannot do thgapers have not factored in the majority of the Government
without more money. Labor Party members simply sit thergadio network costs, including the $100 million blowout.
and say, ‘No’, they sit there and ask for more money, butthey The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Once again the Deputy Leader
do not get to the bottom line: responsibly, where is the moneyias it wrong: the last statement is just factually wrong. We
coming from? The response to that question is a deafeningave this Opposition that will stand up and make broad brush
silence from the Opposition, as is its position on ETSA: it isstatements that do not resemble anything near the facts of the
simply ‘No’ to anything. It is obstructionist, objecting to any matter. | simply draw the Deputy Leader’s question to my
policy initiative that attempts to solve South Australia’s answer given just a moment ago and to the 1998-99 budget
problems. papers. If you have a close look at them, you see that they

Maybe the shame and embarrassment is starting to get éfearly indicate the answer. | know that the Deputy Leader
the Opposition that it has created this difficulty, yet itignoresmight be slow on her feet. The simple fact is that the question
the importance of finding a solution. This Government will she asked was answered just a minute ago.
not ignore it, because we will take out to South Australians
that this impost is the Labor Party impost. We started this WESTERN MINING CORPORATION
decade with the State Bank debacle and it is the Labor Party
that wants to finish it with a debacle. You do not want a The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier inform
solution; you do not want it cleaned up; and you do not wanthe House of the impact of Western Mining Corporation’s
South Australia to move on. intention to cancel its electricity contract with ETSA? |

Importantly, what we have in the Opposition is some reaunderstand that Western Mining, ETSA's biggest customer,
concern: the economic indicators for the first time in twois terminating its $1 million a month contract for electricity
decades are showing some real movement and positivipply and, instead, is intending to contract with a Victorian
growth in the economy of South Australia. The Oppositioncompany for the supply of electricity.
does not like that, because it is showing that six years of good The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The State has always warned—
policy direction from this Liberal Government is starting to we have constantly warned in this House over the past year—
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that the national market could take most of ETSA's biggesthe risk rather than the South Australian taxpayers. The only
customers in the next year to 18 months. We warned theeason we are doing so is Labor’s position.
House, but Labor has ignored the Government's warning. The only problem is that the ALP has insisted that
Labor said it could not and would not happen. Today we setaxpayers should be the ones who foot the bill, just as they are
the exodus with Western Mining: the State’s largest customestill footing the bill for the State Bank. The ALP should wake
is now walking away from ETSA. This is the organisation—up. This is 1999, not 1959. We now have a national electricity
ETSA—about which members opposite say, ‘We will keepmarket, Labor took us into that national market and Labor,
it; the dividends will keep flowing.’ That ignores reality.  of all people, should recognise what it means. The single
The State’s largest customer is to buy its power from d@nost important fact about the national electricity market is
Victorian supplier. Make no mistake, it is the start of a costlythat companies such as Western Mining can now go else-
exodus for the South Australian Government and in turn fokvhere for their power, and they are. That means that assets
the South Australian taxpayers. Losing large customer§uch as ETSA and Optima can well become commercial
means less profit for our Government-owned power comrisks.
panies and, therefore, less dividend to the Government and, The shadow Treasurer, the member for Hart, likes to show
in the end, less money in the budget and less funding tBow well versed he is in matters economic, and he usually
provide social infrastructure. | repeat what | told the Housesits here in Question Time reading thmancial Reviewto
some months ago: in this State the 27 largest customers mafiemonstrate how—
up 17 per cent of the power used. Western Mining represents An honourable member interjecting:
something like 10 per cent—one customer has just walked The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | have no doubt he is out at a
away with 10 per cent of the turnover, 10 per cent of thedress conference. The member for Hart would be out at a
retail. One customer has just done it. press conference now trying to get his gab on the news
We warned you that this would happen. You said, ‘No, itbulletins tonight:_ tha_lt _is where he Would_be. But at Ie_ast itis
could not happen. Here is the proof that it is starting to? change from his sitting here reading Hieancial Review

happen. We cannot afford for these customers to move away does understand because, after all, in 1994, five years ago,

but we cannot stop them from moving away. We used to havit Was he who said in this House:

a Government monopoly but we no longer have a Govern- || aqu_uite thﬁpp%’ttﬂsfand here tgnlijgiht_?ndt_say that | tSUDI?OH asset
: -<ales. Given the State’s severe debt situation, asset sales are an
ment monopoly. By January 2003 every single household IIjppropriate tool with which the Government can attack debt. | have

this State will be able to buy power from anyone they want,o'problem with an asset sales program.

J;gtglijlgrlt L;?]rgmagytﬂgus\?vgﬁltd VEVI-:-le:;Sablﬁ);ﬁa%iJﬁ{[ fr%rg ZTO the member for Hart, 10 out of 10: he got that right. No
’ y . P Y wonder they want to make him Leader if he gets that sort of

monopoly has gone for good. From now on the news abo P
the dividend that ETSA will pay to the South Australiantfguclltjﬁ é'ro 2 arig.ht. In that very same speech the member for Hart

Government will be only bad news, and the forward estimates
y o i . | think members on my side [the Labor side] have to face the fact
that we are currently looking at are a significant reduction iNhat we cannot run away from the State Bank

the dividends: first, this year, to 30 June there will be a

reduction; and, secondly, next financial year the reduction iA:Men to that. The Opposition has been attempting to run
dividends that we are iooking at is in tens of millions of 2Way from the State Bank for the last six years. So, why does

dollars. the Opposition think that it can run away from the whole
These are the facts, yet the Opposition keeps Sayin|ssue of exposing South Australian taxpayers to exactly the

‘Hana on to it: we will keep getting all this money as we have%’ame risk now? The Opposition has been warned: the risk is
9 ’ P9 9 y there. We want to take action: it is blocking that action. The

dor_1e inthe past. Thatis a fool's paradlse:_there is no reahtbpposition will expose South Australian taxpayers and

to it, about which we have constantly tried to warn. We torisk. Th ber for Hart certainly hit th "

warned the Opposition of the circumstances we face. Just i oo mers [0 MSK. 1he member for Hart certain’y hit tne hai

the retail arm of ETSA alone, Western Mining’s chan .in toon the head five years ago. We face a crippling debt. Disposal
’ 9 9ING 10t assets will help us fix that debt.

another retailer means millions of dollars in lost profits each Labor encumbered the ordinary people of this State with

year. That equals less dividend and less being contributed to . .
the infrastructure in South Australia. The State cannot afford Moo e burden whgn the State Bank went down. Does it
ant to do the same with ETSA? It seems that the Opposition

these losses. . is prepared to sit on the sidelines and allow an enormous
We do not want to take our power assets out of publiGynast to go onto the household budgets of ordinary South
ownership because we have some ideological crusade. W stralians because it simply will not face the reality.
want to do so to ensure t_hat South Australian taxpayers are \r Atkinson interjecting:
not exposed to commercial risk. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Once again, | say to the member
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: for Spence: the Opposition created the problem but it is
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader of the Opposition refusing to accept any responsibility for a solution to the
laughs, but let us not forget who put the national electricityproblem. It wants to expose South Australians to risk. Well,
market in place—it was Labor. It was Labor who put thethat will be on its shoulders. Let me make one further point.
national electricity market in place, and let us not forget thatln five years, when we all look back at this period in South
There are crocodile tears and joking from the Opposition, yef\ustralia’s history, where we had the opportunity to maxi-
you put it in place. Why do we not want to expose taxpayersnise debt retirement to get the best value for our assets, to
to commercial risk? It is because we know what can happeremove the risk and to keep out of the household budgets, if
when taxpayers are exposed to a commercial risk. We knotihe economy stalls, if the debt continues and if the impost on
the risks after the State Bank and we do not want anothendividual household budgets continues, we will have one
State Bank episode in South Australia. ETSA could havéParty to blame—the Australian Labor Party in Opposition.
been sold or leased by now. Someone else could be carryifgnd | can assure members that between now and the ballot
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box, up to March 2002, we will not let any South Australiansthe Government something less than $400 000. | understand
forget that this is the Rann Labor Party power bill impost. Itthat that was banked yesterday. So, that is the first matter to
could have been avoided, it should have been avoided andptace on the record. In fact, the cost to the taxpayer for the

can be avoided: the Opposition should simply front up to itshree year agreement with Clarks is something less than

responsibilities. $100 000, and that money has gone to things such as

Members interjecting: enterprise improvements. For the information of the House,
The SPEAKER: Order! the sorts of things covered under enterprise improvements are
Mr Conlon interjecting: aspects such as working with the company and the work force

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder for to increase its production layouts and to develop improve-
the second time. ments to the processes so that the company has a better

chance of being competitive on the global market. As an

GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK example, | have been advised by Clarks that, with respect to

- some of its finished pairs of shoes, in one measurement cycle
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My productivity increased from 600 to 900 pairs of shoes per day,

question is directed to the Premier. an increase in production of some 50 per cent, which
Mr Venning interjecting: obviously makes it more competitive. So, that is the sort of
The SPEAKER:Order! The member for Schubert. thing that the less than $100 000 was used for. Of course,

Ms HURLEY: Given that each Government agencyimportantly, a lot of that goes to work force training.
involved in the Government radio network has been assureldegrettably, in this case, while the people in the work force
by Treasury that the cost of the new radio system will be coswill not be with Clarks on a permanent basis, they can take
neutral, which Government agency will pick up the costs forsome of those skills with them to other entities if they are
project management, training, equipment exchange, nef@rtunate enough to get work in another area.
aerials and antennae, software programming, furniture |noted a comment attributed to the Leader of the Opposi-
alterations, cabling and installation, and so on? According téion in the Advertiserwhere he demanded that the Govern-
the Government’s budget papers, none of the Governmentent explain its decision to subsidise the company after it had
agencies have budgeted for these or any other Governmeated 80 workers last year. For the information of the Leader
radio network costs. According to agency representativesf the Opposition, there was a payment due to the company
appearing before last Thursday’s Public Works Committeat about that time of around $100 000. In fact, that payment
meeting, the exact nature of the costs involved in thevas stopped and was never processed. So, once again, the

network— Opposition is out there making false claims in relation to the
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: industry assistance that was paid to Clarks, and | make the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart. point that payment at that time was withheld. The other
Ms HURLEY: —are still unknown to the individual comment—

agencies. Members interjecting:

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As the Premier identified, The SPEAKER: Order! .
a number of things are covered in the budget. | will obtaina The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | would argue that the investment
response to the Deputy Leader’s question from the Ministeof less than $100 000 in Clarks over three years on behalf of

responsible in another place. taxpayers to keep 190 families employed at that entity over
a three year period is a good investment. | believe that
CLARKS SHOES $100 000 in that area over three years is a good investment.

o It has helped 190 families in South Australia to keep bread
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is directed to the and butter on the table, and | cannot understand why mem-

Minister for Industry and Trade. bers on the other side would criticise the Government for
Members interjecting: trying to assist an entity to be competitive in South Australia
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley has the and keep 190 families in employment. In this case, the

call. directors in London have determined that they cannot

Mr SCALZI: Will the Minister advise the House of the compete because of the labour costs in other countries and
Government’s position with respect to industry assistance fdnave decided to withdraw.
Clarks Shoes? When the announcement was made that 140 jobs would

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | am sure that all members inthe go in Whyalla, the Leader of the Opposition was out there
House were disappointed with the announcement that Clarkdaiming that the Government should go in and offer more
made last Friday. Certainly, the Government was: we hathcentives—that State and Federal Governments and local
worked very hard with the company, first, to bring it to Southgovernment should be offering more incentives to BHP at
Australia from Preston in 1996 and to help it to develop andWhyalla. Yet, not two or three weeks later, according to the
expand so as to be competitive in the workplace. | note thasaper, he is criticising the Government for offering incentives
there were some media comments in relation to the amoumd Clarks, when it had laid off 80 people. There is a clear
of money that may or may not have been granted to Clarkgolicy difference there: there is a clear conflict in policy and,
| believe everyone is aware that Governments of all persuasnce again, the Opposition is clearly showing that it does not
sions do not reveal the exact details, because the informatidrave an industry policy. It is also showing clearly the
is used by other companies to ramp up any future negotigsroblem concerning its enterprise zones policy. Why is it that
tions. However, | believe it is important that at least somea company situated at Whyalla should be treated any
round figures be illustrated to the House with respect to whadifferently from a company situated at Marleston?
sort of commitment was made from the taxpayers to Clarks. Clearly, by the comments from the Leader of the Opposi-

Last Friday, on formally notifying the Government that it tion, that is the sort of policy the Opposition is promoting.
was withdrawing over the next six months, Clarks repaid toThe Government has a more strategic approach and is
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working with industry sectors, and it is more of a whole of salaries within its Government business enterprises, the
State approach to the industry. Both the Clarks issue and tt@ommissioner for Public Employment and the Chief
BHP issue certainly have shown up some real differenceBxecutive of the Department for Administrative and Inform-
between the Opposition’s industry policy and the Governation Services will consult with the Chairs of all Government

ment’s industry policy. business enterprises with a view to Cabinet’s considering a
set of guidelines for the setting of senior executive salaries
HAMMOND, Dr L. and employment conditions.

» | indicate at this stage that the guidelines will require
Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Can  fringe benefits tax on all elements of the remuneration
the Minister for Government Enterprises now inform thepackage to be met by the executive officer. However, the
House as to the final pay-out figure and all associategoyernment will not contemplate our enterprises’ being
conditions of that package in full of former MFP boss-,Drhamstrung by requiring them to offer non-competitive
Laurie Hammond? It has now been 15 months sinc@y|aries but, rather, we will ensure that the salaries are
Dr Hammond received his termination package from the MFR g sistent among the Government business enterprises, that
and the Parliament has still not been provided with details Olfhey reflect the relativities between the public and private

the final pay-out. ) , sector enterprises, and that they are offered with appropriate

advised the House that the termination payment of the Chief
Executive of the MFP Development Corporation was ENERGY SOURCES
$198 500 and that Dr Hammond also was retained by the
University of Adelaide to undertake a consultancy with  The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Could the Deputy
funding provided by the Government. In November last yearPremier please provide to the House more information on
as | became aware of the facts inconsistent with that advicéow the Government is now providing direct support for the
| advised the House that | would have an investigatiordevelopment of alternative energy sources? Recent surveys
undertaken to confirm the level of termination payments. Théndicate that there is strong support in the community for
information is now to hand following consultations and anongoing research in and the use and development of alterna-
examination of the documentation. tive energy resources in South Australia.

| have been informed that Dr Hammond was provided The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | certainly acknowledge the
with a termination payment of $198 000 and $48 994 inhonourable member's keen interest over a long time in
further payments on unused leave payable on terminatiodjternative energy sources and | know how keenly he
such as accrued recreation and professional leave. Whilsfdllowed the recent successful record attempt of the solar boat
did not undertake to report on other payments, | indicate térom Prince Alfred College.
the House that | have a table which, | am informed, details all This Government has a strong commitment to sustainable
payments relating to Dr Hammond’s remuneration made tenergy. It is providing direct assistance for the research and
or on behalf of Dr Hammond during the term of his appoint-development of those new technologies through grants. Last
ment as Chief Executive of MFP Development Corporationweek, | announced grants totalling $233 500 to support 10
| seek leave to insert the document, which is purely statisticaknergy programs in this State aimed at improving energy

in accordance with Standing Orders. efficiency and looking at new technology. The grants were
Leave granted. awarded under the State Energy Research Advisory Commit-
Type of Payment Nominal Actual tee (SENRAC) program which focuses on investments in
$ sustainable energy technology. In fact, over the past five
Commencement years we have distributed $1.35 million in grants. This year’s
- Start up fee 60 000 grants included:
- Relocation/removal expenses 33 060.55 . S .
Salary Package - an investigation into the use of agricultural wastes as a
- Year 1 245 000 239516.74 fuel for gas-fired electricity generators;
- Year 2 (actual only half - improved fuel efficiency in a natural gas bus engine;
3\'(23; glﬂigg#gzgpnee”r}t‘;or 275 000 139413 improveq energy efficiency in solar water heating
Fringe Benefits Tax (paid by the MFP) systems;and ) o
- Year 1 82 353 - an investigation into combustion of municipal and
|-3Year 2 42 361 industrial wastes to recover oil and gas fuels.
onus The Government’s support in these types of research projects
fgﬁ:ﬂfgﬁgn‘)gear 2 50000 is vital in progressing energy sector reform, tackling the
yments .
- Negotiated payment 198 000 global greenhouse problem and adopting renewable forms of
- Leave payment 48 994 energy.
Subsequent Consultancy Payments Some interests in South Australia are actively investigat-
'P'\r"o"’;)”e?g_un' of Adel Intellectual 200 000 ing wind generated electricity which has always been seen as
- Maneki—Uni of Adel GBE more expensive. Certainly, wind energy has the potential to
Ownership 37 500 compliment the existing systems in some areas. Through the
- plus expenses 5000 Office of Energy policy, we have monitored 30 sites through-
* plus additional work 3750 out the State over recent years for both wind speed and

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The documentation has direction, and we have built up considerable data. The office
highlighted a lack of consistency in expectations of involve-was involved in the installation and monitoring of the 150
ment between the board of MFP Development Corporatiokilowatt wind turbine at Coober Pedy and, with the support
and the Government. To ensure that the Government had the member for Flinders, a site at Uley near Port Lincoln
appropriate oversight of the setting of senior executivénas been looked at, and there is a possibility of a wind farm
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at Lake Bonney as well—although that is still in the concep-maintain both medical services and to support the hospital
tual stage. services. This State Government has put more effort than has

In relation to alternative energy, | should also point outany other Government in Australia into making sure that we
that this Government has already given a valuable commitnaintain and recruit where necessary GPs for country areas.
ment through the Minister for Environment to provide $500We developed, under the former Minister, the $6.5 million
per household from the ETSA Reinvestment Fund for theural enhancement package, which is specifically designed
installation of solar panels. (That is if sanity prevails and thgo put 24 hour accident and emergency services into country
fund is able to proceed following the passing of the sale ohospitals, using GPs. | recently expanded that further to
lease legislation.) include all rural GPs, even where there is not a country

We have committed to developing competitive energyhospital. | have put an extra amount of money in to allow
industries in South Australia and, at the same time, attempthose areas, where there was not a public hospital, to now get
ing to reduce the energy costs to consumers. The Governmédhe same sorts of services as one would expect where there
is fully committed to a State which is modern, efficient andwas a public hospital. They will do that through the doctors’
cost effective in its use of electricity and we will certainly clinic.
continue to explore and to encourage new developments in We have also provided an expansion of the patient
technology. We wish those well who have received grants igssistance scheme, known as the PAT scheme, whereby
this current year. people in rural areas who need to come into the city for

medical treatment for two or more nights are able to get
HAMMOND, Dr L. assistance with their transport. Last week | announced further
expansion of that scheme. Until now it has been available

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  only for people living more than 200 kilometres from
Given that the Commissioner for Public EmploymentAdelaide and | have now made that 100 kilometres from
negotiated the final pay-out for the former MFP boss, Laurieddelaide, so it brings a number of disadvantaged people
Hammond, can the Premier now confirm that he authorisethuch closer to the services in the metropolitan area.
the final pay-out package and, if not, which Minister did  We have taken a range of other initiatives. | will touch on
authorise the pay-out? Last November, the Premier confirmesbme of those initiatives that highlight the enormous effort
in Parliament that the pay-out for Dr Hammond was negotithis Government has put into trying to maintain health
ated by the Commissioner for Public Employment, and thagervices in country areas. First, we have developed or
comes under the Premier’s portfolio responsibility. redeveloped new hospitals in a range of country areas. | will

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | will check on that. My runthrough some of them. The Kangaroo Island redevelop-
recollection of the facts is that the Chief Executive of thement at Kingscote is at a total cost of $5.8 million over the
Office of Public Sector Employment negotiated and finalisedrarious stages. The Millicent Hospital has cost $2.4 million
the deal. and is nearing completion. The Port Lincoln Hospital, over

a number of different stages and in the member's own
RURAL HEALTH CARE electorate, will cost $7.4 million and | am delighted that I will
go over to open that hospital in a few weeks’ time.

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for Human The South Coast Hospital at Victor Harbor, construction
Services outline to the House what is being done to improvef which is due to start shortly, has a redevelopment cost of
rural health care services to ensure that these services ajger $6 million. A new hospital that | opened late last year
similar to those in the city? The report by Chris Sidoti, at Roxby Downs will provide a hospital and health service to
Human Rights Commissioner, indicated a decline in rurathe Roxby Downs community. Two major new hospitals at
communities in Australia and a widening gap between cityvount Gambier and Port Augusta are totally new and will be
and country areas. state of the art in terms of the quality of the facilities they

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Last Friday, Chris Sidoti, the provide. In addition, we are providing a range of other
Federal Human Rights Commissioner for Australia, broughtervices. | touch on some of those services, one being the
down a report, and | guess all members would be veryrovision of mental health services in the country. There are
concerned to read the detail of that report. The reporhow 15 country hospitals that provide telepsychiatry services,
highlights what we have known for some time, that is, aso they are able to access regularly psychiatry back-up for
growing problem in delivering adequate State, Federal angeople with mental illness who live in the country.
local government services to rural communities, particularly We have scholarship schemes for doctors, nurses,
those more remote rural communities where population levelgaramedics and health professionals. We have a scheme
are dropping. The report picked out a number of key areaghereby we put $1 million a year into training nurses in rural
such as the lack of jobs, education, youth services, and healfihd remote areas of South Australia. We have a number of
and human services. | want to pick up what we are trying twther programs that try to give greater access for rural
do in the human services area to correct a number of thog@mmunities. We have inpatient services in rural and remote
problems which are emerging. mental health services, a 24 hour emergency service and

Let me say from the outset that | am a realist and ltriage system operating in country areas, and the list goes on.
understand that the problems exist. It is one of the great | will not go through all of them, but highlight that,
challenges. It has always been a problem in Australia but #lthough it is extremely difficult to provide the same level of
is even more so now that more and more people live in capitalervice in country areas as in the metropolitan area, and
cities. After all, we are one of the most centralised countriebecause of the presence of major teaching hospitals in the
in terms of where the population lives that you will find metropolitan area it will never be feasible to provide the same
anywhere in the developed world. level of specialist services, this Government is making a

In the health area the first important aspect was to makeonsiderable effort in making sure that those additional
sure we have general practitioners readily available toesources are putinto health care in the country, even though
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I am the first to acknowledge that in many areas we fall shoryears of involvement with the tourism industry. It was an
of where we should be in providing those services. important launch of this program this morning and there was
Another area to which | am very committed is to ensurea great air of optimism and confidence down there as more
that we provide care for the aged in country areas. One of théaan 150 tourism operators and industry representatives
most important things to recognise is that people remainingttended the Botanic Gardens for the launch. The shadow
in country areas often comprise the older community. It isMinister, the member for Lee, was there and | am quite sure
important that we use our local hospitals and other healthe would substantiate some of the things | am about to report
services to provide strong support for those older people.tb the House.
have made it a priority of the Department of Human Services There is absolutely no doubt that ti&horts holiday
to ensure we continue to provide those services and buildrogram has been one of the most successful packaging
them up with new facilities in country towns throughout mostarrangements in which the State has ever been involved. The
of South Australia. That is occurring and | am proud that ongnew edition of the book, which | will be sending to all
can go to towns like Loxton and find that the hospital is nowmembers, is a 224 page document that | am sure all members
the biggest employer in town. You have more cars around th@ill be interested to read. It lists about 380 of the short breaks
hospital than at any other location within the town, not onlyavailable for South Australians and covers areas from our
because you have acute health services there but also havime regions, agricultural areas, our 3 700 kilometres of
care for the aged, nursing home beds and other independeasrgastline—
living facilities all together in the one facility. So, this  An honourable member: Does it include the Adelaide
Government will maintain an increased effort to try to solveHj||s?
some of those problems that Chris Sidoti highlighted in his  The Hon. J. HALL: Yes, it does include the Adelaide
national report. Hills and McLaren Vale. One of the areas which members
would be interested to know about is the growth of&erts
program over the past 12 months. It has had an increase of
40 per cent. Some of the figures of which we should all be

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Is the Premier concerned . -
: - .-~ very proud are that South Australians have spent 3.3 million
about disparaging and defamatory comments and opinion sits in their own State—and why would you not? We just

expressed alqoutMinistersin his Government by members @bout have it all. That figure translates into more than
his own staff in Melbourne last week and, if so, will he NOW 15 million visitor nights. It is very important for us to

S/'“Srﬁg!:g,,h.'ﬁhzt%f tooiﬂfsjr:ehrsengﬂfﬁ(ljsgg%otrkt];?r diliizls cknowledge that the intrastate tourism sector in South
: pp g, ustralia is worth around $650 million, which is hugely

long lunch in Melbourne last week members of the Premier’s . .
staff—Vicki Thomson and Nick Papps—together with the":!’mportantwhen members look at how important the tourism

P : . . _Industry is to the State.
Premier’s special adviser, Alex Kennedy, made a series df - . .
! pec! ! X Y ! I thought that, whilst not listing all the 380-odd opportuni-

derogatory statements about the Minister for Human Services. . B . ;
gatory ﬁes contained within this very impressive book, we ought to

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | think the honourable member . . .
: : : -gcknowledge such things as an overnight winery camel trek

House and make unsubstantiated allegations, throw thefth McLaren Valg and the horse-drawn tram to the penguin
olony on Granite Island. However, what is so particularly

around in a simple attempt to create disharmony. We havg

: : . portant is that theShorts campaign is now moving
seen in Question Time over the past couple of weeks Wheljiglerstate with a great vigour and for the 1998-99 year more

you have been factually wrong with your questions and YO%han 81 000 books are being distributed through more than

are again today. 4 .
Members interjecting: 1 800 travel agents, and that includes some of the big ones—

) Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. |
| 1
cal;rhe SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg has the refer to Standing Order 107 regarding ministerial statements.

. CL Would you advise the Minister to try to avail herself of

T A e o0 o Goverment SInGng Order 107 instead of wasing Queston T

Enterprises will come to order. _ The SPEAKER: The member will resume his seat. There
is no point of order.
SA SHORTS The Hon. J. HALL: As|was saying, one of the import-
ant moves is the move interstate and agents such as Harvey

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister ~ Travel World, Traveland and the RACV networks are now
for Tourism provide the House with details about theactively promoting th&Shortsprogram, and | think that is a
expansion of thé&A Shortsholiday program and the latest very valuable asset for South Australia. One of the great
version of theSA Shortbooklet? things that | noticed this morning was the absolute enthusi-

The Hon. M.D. Rann: Brilliant idea, Shorts asm and confidence of the tourism operators and they were

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: One of the few things you Well represented across all the regions of South Australia—
did right. | understand that this morning the Ministerand I do know and understand that some members of the
launched the latest version of tB& Short$ioliday booklet, Opposition do not particularly like the good news stories
which now enjoys much wider distribution in our interstate coming out of this industry sector. However, | do not attribute
markets. Will the Minister provide to the House more that to the member for Lee who moves around the tourism
information about this expanded distribution and also aboufidustry with great ease. In concluding, | would love to read
the newSA Shortbook? out some of these aspects—

The Hon. J. HALL: |thank the member for Bragg forthe ~ The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Please do.
question and | also thank him for all the work he did on  The Hon. J. HALL: And my colleague is encouraging me
developing this amazingly successful program over his manjst to make reference to the Fossil Farm—

PREMIER’'S STAFF
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The SPEAKER: Before the honourable member does so,indicating they were going to do something about it. Indeed,
I remind her that there is the opportunity through ministerial59 per cent of Australia’s agricultural businesses have
statements. indicated they do not intend to take any rectification action
An honourable member interjecting: at all. This is by far the highest percentage of any sector in
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is Australia and it presents a disturbing problem for us to
perfectly within Standing Orders at the moment, but | ask heeombat in rural Australia. To compound that problem, in the
to bear it in mind. transport and storage sector, 53 per cent indicated that they
The Hon. J. HALL: Of course, | will not go through all - will not be doing anything to combat the problem. That
the details of the Fossil Farm, but it is a very importantparticular industry is one upon which rural South Australia
destination at Mannum and | look forward to being able toalso places considerable import because transport and storage
talk about the Fossil Farm in the future. In conclusion, | raisds such an essential part of agricultural business.
another initiative of the Tourism Commission; that is, of the  To assist regional South Australia in their risk assessment
Shortsgift vouchers. | suspect that many members in thigFarmwide and the National Farmers Federation have also
Chamber did not have the opportunity to buy them forinvestigated the level of compliance of agricultural software.
Valentine’s Day, but | have described them in the past aghey provided some 76 known agricultural software produc-
‘Buy now and use later’ and | would hope that perhaps somers and suppliers with a questionnaire which asked them to
of the members might consider seriously these wonderful gifidentify whether software they provided to rural businesses
vouchers for Easter and Mother’s Day (which are coming upyvas year 2000 compliant. They also sought recommendations
and Valentine’s Day in the year 2000. The tourism industryfrom the companies where products were known not to be
is involved in many initiatives. It is great for the State that it compliant, recommendations as to what action would be
is showing such optimism and confidence in the future an#iecessary for their customers to undertake to ensure that their
it is fantastic to see that it is generating more than $2 billioragricultural business would not be affected.

worth of economic activity. It is interesting to look at the range of software that is
covered by this sort of problem. The software for farm
MEMBER FOR BRAGG management included areas such as paddock management;

operations; machinery; chemical management; payroll; feed

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Given that the member for management; crop, beef, piggery and dairy management;
Bragg said on the day of his resignation from the ministryplant and water management; soil loss; and water distribution.
that he will be serving out the current parliamentary terma response was received from 41 firms, nine identifying up
will the Premier assure the House that in the interests ofont that at least some of their software was non-compliant
Government stability he will rule out a by-election in the sean some way, shape or form. Of course, more than
of Bragg this year? On 4 August 1998 it was reported that thgo companies did not respond at all.
member for Bragg said he would serve out his parliamentary npr venning interjecting:

term and it was reported that this— The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: As the member for
Members interjecting: _ ~ Schubert interjects, that is a bit of a worry. The member for
The SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his Schubert also represents a rural area and he is well aware of
seat. | rule the honourable member’s question out of order ifhe impact that malfunction of that software could have on
that | do not believe that it is the Premier’s responsibility tofarm businesses. In a bid to assist rural South Australia focus
know when the member for Bragg is planning to leave thisyn the problem the Office for Year 2000 Compliance has now

House. On that basis, | rule the question out of order. recruited three rural liaison officers and those officers are
now on the field actively working on the problem: one is
YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE based in Port Lincoln, one in Port Augusta and one in the

Riverland; and those officers and officers from Adelaide will
X over the South-East between them. Those officers will be
Compliance aware of any adverse consequences that t

2000 ovb " bl 1dh . | .Meeting with industry and farm operators in those areas to
year ) CyDErnetic probiem couid have in rural Communlg g e that they have the knowledge they need to tackle the
ties and, if so, what steps might he or anyone else take

avoid those adverse consequences? tBroblem so that South Australia at least, unlike the national
’ average, will be heavily and rapidly addressing the problem.
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: As | have indicated in this 9 y picly 9 P

place previously, the member has an intense interest in this
subject area, and for good reason, because he represents a
considerable portion of rural South Australia and is aware of
the effect that technology, if not tested for the year 2000 date
problem, could have if it fails in rural South Australia. ELECTRICITY TARIFFS
Indeed, at this point in time it looks as though the conse-
quences for rural South Australia, if the matter is left The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
unaddressed, could be worse than the consequences for otiildren’s Services and Training): | table a ministerial
parts of South Australia. To this end, on 19 February th&tatement made by the Treasurer the Hon. Rob Lucas in
Australian Bureau of Statistics released the results of @nother place.
national survey that was conducted to provide statistics on the
progress of Australian business on addressing the year 200(ppARLIAMENT, MEMBERS’ INDEMNIFICATION
problem and factors relating to it. These results showed some
disturbing trends impacting on regional Australia. The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Minister for Industry and

On a national basis, 91 per cent of agricultural businesse3rade): | table a ministerial statement made by the Attorney-
while indicating they understood the problem, were notGeneral in another place.

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Is the Minister for Year 2000
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GRIEVANCE DEBATE position on this issue, that, basically, if the Government’s
agenda on public holidays gets through, workers will have no
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the private time of their own. They will have to be on call
House note grievances. 24 hours a day, seven days a week and, if they work on a
public holiday, there is no answer anywhere about whether
Ms KEY (Hanson): My grievance is with regard to the they will be compensated for working an unsocial time. |
draft State industrial relations legislation that was released byelieve that these demands will affect people in the paid work
the Minister for Government Enterprises recently. Today, irforce, and particularly affect their families. Although the
the brief period | have available to me, | would like to referissue of public holidays may not seem a major one, | would
to a copy of a letter | received that was directed to theargue that it is something we really need to look at.
honourable Minister on 25 February 1999. Itis an open letter There is quite a bit of information on termination of
from the South Australian University academics regardinggmpk)yment and how ridiculous the Government’s proposal
proposed amendments to industrial relations legislation. Thig in this regard, freedom of association, and what the letter
letter is signed by Professor Andrew Stewart, School of Lawgoes is dispel some of the nonsense that is being handed to
Flinders University; Professor Claire Williams, Departmentys on a regular basis about whether workers should be able
of Sociology, Flinders University; Doctor Barbara Pocockto be in a trade union.
from the Department of Social Inquiry, University of  The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
Adelaide; Professor Chris Leggett, School of Internationahas expired.
Business, University of South Australia; Associate Professor
Chris Provis, School of International Business, University of The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Earlier today in
South Australia; Mr John Spoehr, Acting Director, Centre forQuestion Time, | asked the Deputy Premier a question
Labour Research, University of Adelaide; Mr Gerry Treuren regarding the Government's direct support for the develop-
Lecturer, School of International Business; Mr Stewartment of alternative energy sources. | was delighted with the
Sweeney, Lecturer, School of International Businesstesponse from the Deputy Premier, and | do not need to hide
University of South Australia; and Dr David Palmer, the fact that | support very strongly further development and
Lecturer, American Studies, Flinders University. Theresearch in regard to alternative energy sources. On another
Minister may laugh and say that it sank without trace. loccasion, | intend to refer to my strong support for looking
believe there was an article in telvertiserlast week, but  more closely at wind energy, having been an advocate of
maybe the Minister missed that. wind energy over a long period of time and having had the
A number of the points that have been raised respectfullppportunity to look at how it is working in countries such as
to him in this letter need to be addressed quite seriously. Thidew Zealand, and so on. | will not do that today but on
letter contains a number of points, and it talks about generalnother occasion.
concerns with regard to employment, and | note in particular The purpose of becoming involved in this debate today is
the recent conference where Professor Keith Hancock, am express my strong support for the energy research grants
eminent South Australian economist, said that he did nothat have been handed out by the department and by the
believe there was any connection between employmereputy Premier. The energy research programs focus on
growth and changes to the regulation of industrial relationsefficiency of energy supply and technology, and the use of
Itis very interesting to see that Professor Hancock has madsectricity and gas; developing sustainable energy technology,
special mention of this issue, because the rhetoric on the othand that is the area | support very strongly; and developing
side quite often refers to the connection supposedly with theompetitive energy industries in South Australia and, at the
creation of jobs and how we basically have to make lifesame time, reducing energy costs to consumers. Of course,
miserable, if not completely difficult, for workers who are that is an area that we would all support. As the Deputy
under the current industrial relations system. | will go so fatPremier has said, Government support in these types of
as to say that the proposals that will be brought forward willprojects is vital in progressing energy sector reform, tackling
make industrial life even worse for those workers. the global greenhouse gas problem and adopting renewable
There is the issue of fairness and equity that this group dorms of energy.
academics addresses; there is flexibility—what flexibility | was interested in the support that has been provided for
actually means; there is the South Australian tradition of théndividual projects: the solar concentrate for photovoltaic
cost of regulation; and marginalising the commission. Assystems, with $18 000 being provided for the design for a
people in this place will probably know, there is a very strongsolar collector to focus the sun’s rays for electricity genera-
suggestion that the independent umpire that we have knowtion; $49 500 was provided to phase the changed storage
over the years in the industrial arena be taken out of the aresystem for space heating and cooling, through the use of
of workplace agreements and that we set up a new body-ehemical substances such as heat exchangers in air-
which | understand will cost at least $500 000 just toconditioning processes; $20 000 has been provided for the
establish—to scrutinise, and probably rubber stamp, workdevelopment of a natural gas engine, seeking to achieve
place agreements, and that has had some discussion in tiigproved fuel efficiency in a natural gas bus engine;
House. $37 000 has been made available for life cycle management
There is also discussion in this document about théor commercial solar hot water systems, through the develop-
problems with award simplification and how that will affect ment of a management and monitoring plan for in-service
adversely women in the work force or workers who aresolar water heaters (again, an area that | support very
covered by our common rule State awards and how they wiktrongly); $7 500 was made available for biomass fuelling of
be further disadvantaged from any real wage increases @arco-generation system, to investigate how agricultural wastes
proper localised flexibility in the workplace if their award and other biomass could fuel a gas-fired electricity generator;
also goes. There is the issue of public holidays, and | ar$5 000 was granted for the development of an inexpensive
pleased to note that these learned academics agree with mgmestic water preheater to provide solar preheated water;
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some $27 500 was provided for gas boosting of solar hats not through inefficiency—and | challenge anyone to
water systems and the development of a control system t&xplain in a common sense way the rules which apply to
improve energy efficiency in gas supplemented solar watgpublic hospital funding. | have to agree with those people in
heating systems; $7 000 was provided for the reduction in thé/hyalla who said recently that the funding frameworks
operating temperature of photovoltaic modules; and so &ppear to be straight out of the Mad Hatter's tea party. Staff
could go on. and patients at the Whyalla Hospital deserve better than to be
| suggest that these are all excellent projects and, with theenalised by a Mad Hatter’'s funding system. | am not
Deputy Premier, | would wish all those who have beenblaming the board or the staff, because | believe they have
successful all the very best as they work through theidone an excellent job in the past two years in trying to recoup
research and development of alternative energy sources #dome of the money that has been lost, but | challenge the
this State. | can only hope that we will see a lot more fundingMinister to explain why there has been such an over-run.
made available for this very important and worthwhile cause Another question was raised by the death of young Todd
in South Australia. Best, who could be anyone’s son and who was only 16 years
old. | believe there is a police review of the accident. No-one
Ms BREUER (Giles): First, as a country member | often wanted that accident to happen. Certainly, in no way am |
have much to say about the serious situation in regional Soutflaming the police officer involved for this most unfortunate
Australia, but today | want to congratulate the Whyallaaccident, and my sympathies go out to that officer and the
Football League for its weekend efforts in setting up theother officers. However, | do question why this officer was
football game between the Crows and Geelong in Whyallayorking alone. | believe that the Whyalla police are under-
| particularly congratulate Jim Hewitson, President of thestaffed, as are the police in so many other country areas.
Whyalla Football League, for all the work done by him andpPolice are being pulled out of country regions and | believe
his associates—Graham Papps, his assistant President, angt numbers are down in Whyalla. This is a serious situation.
so many members of the Whyalla community who wereThe morale of officers is involved and the safety of commu-
involved in the project. This wonderful match was attendechities is at stake. So, this tragic accident has raised many
by some 9 000 people, which was a record for a countryjuestions, once again, about regional South Australia. Many
match. There was a wonderful atmosphere all the time evew¥ the issues need to be answered by the Ministers respon-
though it was fairly warm. Facilities were excellent and it wassible.
a wonderful win for the Crows. This great day was typical of
the sorts of things which can happen in the country but which  Mr LEWIS (Hammond): There are a number of matters
are not appreciated. To the smart-arsed commentators whpon which | wish to touch today, the first being quite simply
talked about this on television and whatever and who had the fact that a number of my constituents have been substan-
go at Whyalla prior to the match, | would say, ‘Eat your tially disadvantaged in consequence of an illegal contract
words and come and look at Whyalla at some time.’ made between the State Government, at its instigation, and
On a far more serious note, | express concern about thiustralian Southern Railways. The villain in this piece is not
apparent lack of surgical coverage at the Whyalla Hospitakhe railway company at all but the State Government, the
I understood there was an arrangement in place with theillainy being that the State Government, without consulta-
University of Adelaide’s Department of Surgery to provide tion with local farmers and other residents along the railway
surgical coverage in Whyalla on Fridays, Saturdays antine from Tailem Bend to Pinnaroo, which was recently
Sundays. On Friday morning last week there was a tragistandardised, made a contract in arrangement with Australian
accident where a young man was run over by a police ca8outhern Railways to enable it to license all the crossings.
when the police were pursuing him. The tragic death of 16- By way of background history, | can tell the House that
year-old Todd Best highlighted the lack of surgical coveragall those farmers just after the turn of the century, or their
because no surgeon was present during the seven hours tf@abears or ancestors, were required to sell the land—a
Todd Best was at the Whyalla Hospital. | am not claimingnumber of them actually gave the land—to the State Govern-
that surgical intervention could have made a difference in thisnent of the day for the construction of the railway line. They
case but, in other cases, surgical intervention can mean timave always had, understandably, the right to cross the
difference between life and death. railway line from one paddock to another with their farm
Whyalla is still South Australia’s second largest city, with implements, whether they were harrows, seeding or harvest-
a heavy industrial base, and unfortunately traumatic accidenisg equipment, trucks, wagons or any other kinds of vehicle.
do happen. Surgical coverage is not a luxury but a necessitynder the terms of the contract which the State Government
| was interested to hear the comments today by the Ministesffered to the successful tenderer to take over the operations
for Human Services about country services and healtbf that railway line, the successful tenderer was given the
services in regional areas. This highlights that there is still soight to license those crossings for an annual fee and, further,
much to be done. Certainly, the Minister does not have théo charge a maintenance cost on each of the crossings.
answers that satisfy me and | will be seeking an explanation As members can imagine, if several paddocks on a farm
from him about what surgical coverage the Whyalla Hospitalvere intersected by that railway line, then you would expect
actually has. that farmers would want to be able to cross between each of
I am also concerned about the statement in the laghe new paddocks so created with implements and equipment,
Whyalla Hospital and Health Services newsletter that theras | have described. In most instances, anyway, the roadway
will be an opportunity in 1999-2000 for further reductions inis on one side of the railway line and their homes and
staffing at the hospital. | do not see the loss of jobs as aproperties are on the other side; that is, the bulk of the
opportunity, especially as we have already seen the loss pfoperty is on the other side of the railway line. At least every
150 jobs at the Whyalla Hospital. Currently, there is an overone of those farms and the farm families who live on, and
run at the Whyalla Hospital of more than $200 000 on top obperate, them have to be able to cross the railway lines to get
a past over-run of $1.67 million. This is just not possible—ithome. There has to be at least one crossing point. It has to be
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licensed and there is then an annual fee for the licence and #mat it was the first hospital to be awarded the baby friendly
annual fee for the maintenance. That is authorised under ttevard. It has also received recognition from the World Health
terms of the contract. Organisation with respect to accreditation for promoting
The owners of the land, the farmers and my constituentdyreast feeding. It really does have an extremely professional,
were not consulted at all in the preparation of those contraataring team not only performing a wonderful service but
documents. They had common law rights to cross that railwaperforming it in a high needs area.
line wherever and whenever it was necessary. The gate has One might ask, ‘If mothers do not go to the Queen
never been locked, as it were; the gate was never shut one dgjizabeth Hospital to have their babies, where will they go?’
ayear under those terms for their private crossing purpose¥hat is a very good question because, to the best of my
But now some smart A—and | will not say what | was knowledge, as | understand it from some of my constituents,
inclined to say—but some smart alec somewhere in somgey are already being directed to look at, for instance, the
Government department conspired to provide the means hyell McEwin Hospital or even the Women’s and Children’s
which they could get a promotion for themselves and big note{ospital. | would not have thought that they were realistic
themselves, | will bet, by writing into the contract a provision suggestions. The Lyell McEwin Hospital is a long way away,
which allowed the successful tenderer for the operation oénd | would have thought that it was critical that mothers be
that railway line to charge these fees and thereby increase tgle to have their babies as close as possible to their home,
amount of money which would be paid to the State Governwhere they have the support of family and friends in what is
ment, thereby enhancing their standing as clever publiebviously not only a wonderful time for the families involved
servants. but, in some cases, a time of great need. | believe that one
The end consequence of that is a gross injustice andgiece of correspondence that | received (and | have subse-
intend to have the matter further ventilated. Certainly, it will quently met with not only the mother but also the baby) really
not be the last time that members hear about this matter isxplains it all. It states:
this place. I think it is outrageous when a Governmenttreats | paq the misfortune to have a high risk pregnancy, with a
its citizens—over their heads—in that way, without considercondition which meant that | had to be hospitalised for some weeks
ation or regard for their rights. They were not so much as toldeading up to delivery. During my stay | received the highest
about it until they received their first notice to pay a licenceprofessional treatment and felt reassured and confident with my care.

- . y stay was made more comfortable and bearable because of the
fee, let alone consulted as to how they believed it ought to b%cation of our local hospital [the Queen Elizabeth Hospital] so my

done. family and was able to visit often throughout the day.

The other matter to which | want to draw attention is the My condition meant that | was covered in a rash and blisters and
problem that | have seen recently referred to in the press afas very uncomfortable. My mother came every day to help me
mosquitoes on the Adelaide Plains. In this State there resid@§thlet.a"d m hU.Sbalnd ancli doth%famltl)y member_glcafrﬁ f(()jrtev;ry
one of the most outstanding contemporary entomologists igdegittggﬁhrthlgrﬁ‘lrrgr%¥1\évr?1lé. nothave been possible it had to be
the world, Professor Dudley Pinnock.He is well supported by | am not only writing for my own sake but for the ramifications
another brilliant young man, Dr David Cooper, an entomolo+o all families in the western suburbs who risk losing such a
gist or of similar professional ilk in academic terms. |Wonde_rful_facility. This seems particularly Iudicroyswith the_recer’n
mention them because | believe that they have been Veﬂampllcatlons of overcrowding at the Women’s and Children’s

successful in the development of non-chemical—that is ospital. . )
' limplore you to take action to secure the ongoing future of the

bacterial—control of insects on sheep, both blowflies anghpstetrics Department at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. They are a
lice, and | am sure that, given the brief to attend to it, theyyroundbreaking team of caring professionals who have leading
could fix the mosquitoes in the same way. initiat_ives_ such as their_home visiting midwives and_ the_y are the o_nIy
hospital in the State with the World Health Organisation accredita-
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | wish today to make a contribution tion for promoting breast feeding.
about the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. | am very disturbed have had many calls and received many letters written by
about the debate with respect to the future of the maternitgponcerned women in the western area, and | implore the
unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital which has been goingovernment to guarantee this service.
on since before Christmas. At the moment there is a review
under way of hospitals throughout the State, and the Minister The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and
in the House last week, | think, was not able to give anyHeritage): On 18 February 1999, the member for MacKillop
commitment beyond 1999 with respect to the maternity unitnade a number of comments concerning the Ngarkat fire,
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. which appear to have been based on his perception of media
Many constituents have contacted my office with respecstatements and, it seems, erroneous information provided to
to the ongoing debate. This issue was first raised in thbim. In his address, the honourable member referred to a
Advertiserin December last year and it is of major concern,statement that | made on Tuesday 16 February 1999 and
particularly on top of recent cuts with respect to the Queernterpreted these comments as an attempt, in his words, ‘to
Elizabeth Hospital. It was only in November last year that Istifle community debate, to allow a review to be carried out
had the need to write to the Minister about rolling closuresehind closed doors in secret and out of public gaze’. These
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, and these cuts are havingc@mments were also translated into headlines in the South-
great effect on people in the western suburbs. East newspapers of secret meetings and a cover-up.
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital has been a beacon to people The member for MacKillop has learnt very quickly the
in the western suburbs since about 1952, | think, when it firshypocrisy of using parliamentary privilege to issue defama-
opened and, with respect to health care for women, itory statements. These offensive and inaccurate claims |
particular, one cannot speak too highly of the service and thiotally reject. Having stood in this place on 16 February and
care that has been provided to women and their families. Binnounced, in the most public forum in the State, that a series
would be a great tragedy if the maternity unit at the Queernf debriefs at different locations would be taking place, there
Elizabeth Hospital did not continue beyond 1999. | believecan be no credibility in any claim that there was a cover-up.
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These meetings would have to be the most un-secret meetingsll, indeed, be considered. | would certainly encourage those
of all time. who feel that they may have constructive advice or informa-

I remind all members of the following debriefs that havetion to make that particular information available through the
taken place or will take place: the CFS Region 3 debrief atlebriefing processes being carried out by both CFS and
Lameroo on 16 February; the CFS Region 5 debrief aNational Parks and Wildlife.

Bordertown on 25 February; and a series of debriefs at CFS | also advise the House that | have had further information
headquarters on Wednesday 3 March, which will compriseome through today that another fire has started outside
of an incident management agencies debrief, a communitfMgarkat Conservation Park on private land. | am told that at
stakeholder forum and a State operational debrief. In additiorthis stage it is under control. Two bulldozers are currently on
there will be an internal agency debriefing and review of thehe site and an aircraft has been used to apply retardant. The
strategy for managing the fire in several forums, including théMurraylands’ 14 units and crew are on site and at this stage
National Parks and Wildlife Council and the Reservethe assurances are that this fire is under control but, according
Planning and Management Advisory Committee. Rather thato fire management procedures in place across the State, | am
stifle community debate, the debrief process is a very publisure all practices will be in the manner that we have come to
one, albeit disciplined and managed to filter out the emotionatxpect from CFS volunteers and National Parks and Wildlife
and sometimes irrational claims that some members seem staff.
encourage.

The fire effort in Ngarkat was based on a fire management
statement that was finalised in December 1998 at a meeting
that involved the Tatiara CFS group officer and other local
CFS representatives. The plan outlines park values, fire
behaviour predictions, fire suppression information and ~ STATUTES AMENDMENT (SENTENCING-
strategies. It should be noted that, contrary to the information MISCELLANEOUS) BILL
provided to this House by the member for MacKillop on 18
February, National Parks and Wildlife SA did not decline an
offer of help from local CFS. The only vehicle at the fire that
night was a National Parks and Wildlife SA unit, and '[he.l-r
decision not to commit further resources to the fire that
evening was a general consensus that was made by Tatiq
and Mallee CFS group officers in consultation with two local
National Parks and Wildlife SA rangers.

Itis important for the members of the House to recognise The Government’s Focus on Community Safety election policy
that during that evening some 16 millimetres of rain fell IN reconfirmed the Government's commitment to review continually

the south-east of Ngarkat. Uncertainty regarding the numbeihe |aw relating to sentencing and the sentencing options available
the size and the location of fires and the prevailing weathew the courts. This Bill contains several worthwhile additions to the
conditions, including the fact that 16 millimetres of rain hadsentencing options available to the courts and improves the operation

i ; ; i :0f other provisions.
fallen, would certainly have contributed to this decision. Itis Two Acts are amended—th@riminal Law Consolidation Act

also important perhaps for the House to recognise that thiggzsand theCriminal Law (Sentencing) Act 1988.
fire, which in fact covered and destroyed some 110 000 The first amendments are to tBeiminal Law Consolidation Act
hectares, was one that burnt to the boundaries both north aAé35.

i ; Firstly section 348 is amended to put it beyond doubt that an
south of the park. Private property losses were restricted ippeal lies in relation to an order under section 3@ifhinal Law

Second reading.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Minister for Industry and

ade): | move:

" That this Bill be now read a second time.

&ek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
in Hansardwithout my reading it.

Leave granted.

approximately 10 kilometres of boundary fencing—and therggentencing) Act 198®ection 39 empowers a court to make an
is some 320 kilometres of boundary fencing surrounding thagrder discharging a convicted person, without imposing a penallty,
park. on the person entering into a bond. An examination of this provision
In addition, two private entrance roads and an airstrig?y Perry JilR v McMann(1997) 70 SASR 1 suggests that because
were, indeed, affected by fire vehicles and aircraft and Wi|Pf the High Court’s interpretation of a Queensland definition of

X ! . : . dsentence’ there is no appeal against the order of a court made under
certainly require minor reinstatement works. Perhaps it wouldection 39. It is desirable that the DPP should be able to appeal if it

be interesting for members in this place to recognise that thie considered that an inappropriate order has been made under
intensity of the fire which was created on that night called irsection 39.

; ; ¢ The second amendment is to section 352 and gives a right of
an immense number of resources, and this may ass'ﬁbpeal against the inappropriate use of Griffiths remands. A Griffiths

members in recognlsmg.the immensity of the fire with whichremand occurs where a court, instead of sentencing an offender,

these people were dealing. releases him or her on bail and adjourns sentencing to assess the
South Australian resources which were committed to th@ffender’s prospects of successful rehabilitation. Griffiths remands

fire operation included some 200 CFS and National Parks arf¥e"e considered iMcMann’scase where Perry J suggested that the

o . . . . egislature should provide an appeal against a decision to adjourn
Wildlife personnel; up to 20 large fire units (CFS); 10 smallgghtencing and release an offender on remand. The amendment to

fire units (National Parks and Wildlife); two fire bomber section 352 does this.
aircraft; one helicopter; two observation aircraft; and four The other amendments in the Bill amend @gminal Law

bulldozers with rollers. There were also significant additionalse\'/‘\}ﬁg%ng)pégolngggé been charged with a number of offences on
resources provided through Parks Victoria and the \ACtor'aQne one complaint or information section 18A allows a court to

Department of Natural Resources and Environment. sentence the person to one penalty for all or some of the offences.
I have no doubt that as part of the debriefing process therghe Supreme Court Judges have suggested that the section should
will be constructive criticism of the management of this fire,bﬁ3 amt?ndedd tOItpem“ltté; hSlng|e I?,enaltygotﬁe lmpOStetﬂ with fesr?ect tg
i : -1all matters dealt with at the one time, whether or not they are charge
?‘”d undoubtedly matters arising from th.e debrief W”;gn the one complaint or information. Section 18A Is amended
influence future management of bushfires in both Ngarkalccordingly. This will allow one global sentence to be imposed

and other places. | can assure this House that all commenigien, for example, the District Court or Supreme Court on finding
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a person guilty of an offence calls up all outstanding complaints Clause 5: Amendment of s. 352—Right of appeal in criminal
against the offender. cases

Section 38 of the Act allows a court to suspend a sentence oFhis clause provides that a decision of a court to defer sentencing a
imprisonment upon condition that the defendant enters into a bongerson who has been convicted of an indictable offence will be
to be of good behaviour and to comply with other conditions of thesimilarly appealable.

bond. The court cannot partially suspend a sentence of impris- PART 3
onment. Under th€ommonwealth Crimes Aatcourt can, in effect, AMENDMENT OF THE CRIMINAL LAW
partially suspend a sentence of imprisonment. The court can impose, (SENTENCING) ACT 1988

for example, a sentence of imprisonment of 9 months but order the  Clause 6: Amendment of s. 18A—Sentencing for multiple offences
person be released after 3 months upon conditions of a bond thhis clause empowers a court to sentence a person to a single penalty
person has entered into at the time of sentencing. for a number of offences of which the court has found the person
Section 38 is amended to allow a court to impose a sentence gjuilty.
imprisonment which would be partially suspended on the condition’  Clause 7: Amendment of s. 38—Suspension of imprisonment on
that the defendant enter into a bond to be good of behaviour and efendant entering into bond
comply with any other conditions of the bond. This new sentencingrhis clause firstly empowers a court to suspend part of a sentence
option is available where the sentence of imprisonment is more thagf imprisonment, but only where the total period of imprisonment
three months but less than one year. Where a prisoner is sentenagdyhich the defendant is liable is more than 3 months but less than
to a term of imprisonment for a period of a year or more, the Act] year. In such a case the court will be able to direct that the
requires the sentencing court to impose a non-parole period. Whegrfendant serve a specified period (of at least one month) in prison
an offender is sentenced to a lengthy term of imprisonment it isind suspend the balance of the total term on the condition that the
appropriate that the Parole Board should be the body to set anjefendant enter into a bond that will come into effect on release from
conditions on which the offender should be released from prison agrison. The court will therefore fix the bond conditions at the time
it will have the benefit of observing the offender’s behaviour inof sentencing. Secondly, a sentencing court is given the express
prison. ) power under new subsection (2c) to include a home detention
Courts cannot sentence adult offenders to home detention. Homndition in a bond where the court has suspended a sentence of im-
detention is only an option for adult prisoners in custody who areprisonment on the ground that the defendant is too ill, disabled or
administratively released on home detention. There may bérail to serve any time in prison. Home detention cannot be imposed
occasions where it would be unduly harsh for a prisoner to serve arfgr more than 12 months, and during that time the defendant must
time in prison because of the prisoner’s ill health, disability or frailty. be under the supervision of a probation officer.
Section 38 is amended to allow a court to suspend a sentence of Clause 8: Amendment of s. 39—Discharge without sentence on
imprisonment where this is so and to make it a condition of the bondiefendant entering into bond
that the prisoner reside in a specified place and remain in that placenis clause inserts a provision (currently appearing in section 42(1a)
for a specified period of no more than 12 months. The court musgf the Act) that prevents a court from including conditions in a bond
include a condition in the bond requiring the prisoner to be under thegther than the condition to be of good behaviour) where the court
supervision of a probation officer. Consequential amendments aligas discharged the defendant and has not required the defendant to
made to sections 42, 48, 49 and 58. A new section, section 50AAsome back to court for sentencing in the event of breach of bond.
provides for the powers of probation officers in the case of supervis-  Clause 9: Amendment of s. 42—Conditions of bond

ing home detention. _ o _ Clause 10: Amendment of s. 48—Special provisions relating to
Sections 39 and 42 deal with conditions of bonds. There is SOMEypervision

question as to whether section 42(1a) achieves its intention which Clause 11: Amendment of s. 49—CEQO must assign a probation
was to prevent a court imposing conditions as part of a bond thajfficer or community service officer

does not require the defendant to return to court to be sentenceghese clauses contain various minor consequential amendments.
should the defendant breach the bond. Sections 39 and 42 are amend-c|ause 12: Insertion of s. S0AA

ed to eliminate any doubt. . _ 50AA. Powers of probation officer in the case of home
Where a court is satisfied that a person has failed to comply with detention
community service obligations the court can issue a warrant ofpjs clause inserts a new provision setting out the powers of a
commitment. Section 71(7) provides that if the court thinks theyopation officer in relation to a probationer who is subject to a home
breach is trivial or excusable the court can refrain from issuing %etention condition. The powers in subsection (1) are the same as the
warrant and either (a) extend the term of the order to enable thg,yers given to home detention officers under other Acts. A power
person to complete the required service or (b) impose a further ordef orrest is given to probation officers and police in the case of a
to enable the person to complete the required service or (c) cancsiopationer who has contravened a home detention condition.

some or all of the unperformed service. Clause 13: Amendment of s. 58—Orders that court may make on
Applications for extensions of time are often made because of §a5ch of bond

change in the circumstances of the offender. An offender who waghis clause empowers a court, when dealing with a suspended
unemployed may have gained employment that not only limits hientence on breach of bond, to direct that the time spent by the
or her capacity to perform community service but also provides theohationer on home detention under the bond will count as part of
means for satisfying a fine. Section 71 is amended to allow a COUEE suspended sentence

in these circumstances to revoke the community service order and” |5 ise 14: Amendment of s 71—Community service orders may
impose a fine. In imposing a fine the court must take into account thg,, . '

number of hours that th rson ha rformed enforced by imprisonment
umber ot hours € perso S periormed. This clause empowers the court to revoke an order for community

service in cases where the defendant’s failure to comply with the
order arose out of his or her having gained paid employment since

Explanation of Clauses
Clause 1: Short title

This clause i.s formal. the order was made and to substitute a fine (but only if the defendant

Clause 2: Commencement _ _ has the means to satisfy it without hardship). Any number of hours
This clause provides for the Act to be brought into operation byof community service performed under the order must be taken into
proclamation. ) account when the court is fixing the amount of the fine.

Clause 3: Interpretation
This clause defines p””c'%ﬂRATCtz- Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.

AMENDMENT OF THE CRIMINAL LAW
CONSOLIDATION ACT 1935 CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION (JURIES)
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 348—Interpretation AMENDMENT BILL

The definition of "sentence” in Part 11 of tliminal Law Con-

solidation Actis expanded to include an order of a courtin criminal ~ Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
proceedin%s for an indictab}!e }?éfrfence Ito disc(harge the c)onvicteqme_

person under section 39 of th@riminal Law (Sentencing) Act ‘o

without penalty but on a bond. Such an order will now be appealabl The_ Hon. IF EVANS (Minister for Industry and

by the defendant or the DPP, with the leave of the Full Court of the rade): | move:

Supreme Court. That this Bill be now read a second time.
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| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted Mr De LAINE secured adjournment of the debate.
in Hansardwithout my reading it.

Leave granted. SUPPLY BILL

This Bill amends sections 246 and 247 of @eminal Law . .
Consolidation Act 193%n order to fortify the principle of confi- Adjourned debate on second reading.
dential jury deliberations and juror identities. (Continued from 17 February. Page 815.)

Section 246 and 247 (‘the Sections’) were inserted in early 1992.

Section 246 prevents the disclosure of information that is likely to . ;
lead to the identification of a juror or former juror for 6 months after Mr HILL (Kaurna): This afternoon | want to talk about

the conclusion of the proceedings, while section 247 makes it aR Number of issues relating to the practice of democracy in
offence for a person to harass a juror, or to give, offer, or agree tSouth Australia. In particular, | want to talk about the
give a material benefit to a juror, for the purpose of obtainingprovisions of the Constitution Act as they apply to electoral

information about jury deliberations. iress, and | refer to a provision that was introduced in

f
Inthe 1992 Annual Report the Supreme Court Judges request - e i
amendment to these sections of @réminal Law Consolidation Act 1991 following the Labor Government's win in 1989. | have

1935 They argued that the Sections did not go far enough to protedglked previously on this issue at the time of the most recent
the confidentiality of jury deliberations. They suggested there shouldedistributions but, as it was only a grievance at that time, |
be a general prohibition of disclosure and solicitation of disclosurgjid not get a chance to expand on my remarks.

of proceedings in the jury room. - .
The matter was subsequently included on the agenda of the !N 1991 the Constitution Act was amended to include a

Standing Committee of Attornéys General (‘SCAG’) for the Provision thatinsisted that electoral fairness should be taken
purposes of developing effective legislation to protect the confiinto account by the Electoral Commission every four years
dentiality of jury deliberations and jurors’ identities. SCAG took the after an election. That has meant, in effect, that electoral

view that because of the national nature of the media, consiste . . .
legislation in all Australian jurisdictions was desirable. 'k%undarles are changed very regularly in South Australia. |

SCAG developed and approved a Model Bill (‘the SCAG Bill’) Wpuld make three points about'th|s provision of eIeptoraI
dealing with the protection of jury deliberations and jurors’ identi- fairness now that we have had eight years to look at it and a
ties. The SCAG Bill was accepted as a minimum standard for theouple of redistributions to evaluate it.
protection of the confidentiality of jury deliberations and jurors’ First, | make the point in relation to the 1997 election

identities. The Bill introduced into Parliament adopts the provisions . T
in the SCAG Bill. Victoria, Queensland, the Australian Capital results that, despite the fact that the commission had drawn

Territory and the Northern Territory have already enacted legislatiofboundaries on the basis of apparent fairness, if the Labor
adopting these provisions. Party had in fact achieved 50 per cent of the vote, it would

The BIll, to a large extent, abolishes the distinction between th ;
protection of jury deliberations and jurors’ identities. The proposegﬁr_:t havﬁ achlﬁved government. The eIeCLoraI hpendulum
provisions will create offences for improperly disclosing, soliciting, SNOWS that with a 1.5 per cent vote greater than the vote we

or obtaining information relating to jury deliberations and jurors’ got (which was 48.5 per cent), if we got 50 per cent we would
identities for the purposes of publication, and will create an offencénave picked up only one extra seat. That would have given
for the publication of such material. However, the provisions will noty,s 22 seats—not sufficient to form a Government. Even with

prevent the disclosure and prosecution of improper conduct by : ; g, . -
juror to appropriate authorities, or fair and accurate reporting of pro-g test of fairmess in the Act, it is obvious that fairness cannot

ceedings dealing with improper conduct by a juror. Nor will the be created by a group of wise men and women sitting around
_prov]ision_s prevent appropriate research and public discussions afbench trying to determine fairness prospectively.
jury functions. intariecting’

Subsections (1) and (3) of section 247 will be retained. These mr CH::i:_k_e I_rll';]erjectlng. I h ber for R
provisions operate above the minimum standard that is proposed to ™M : ey were all men, as the member for Ross
be implemented nationally. The retention of these provisions wilSmith says. Even when they try to achieve fairness, they
mean that it is still an offence to harass a juror for information aboutannot achieve it. The amendments fail that basic test. Do

the deliberations of a jury. they produce fairness? No, they do not. But they produce a

The effect of inserting the proposed provisions in @réaminal - . - f
Law Consolidation Acwill be to strengthen the protection of the number of other things which, | think, are deleterious. They

confidentiality of jury deliberations and juror's identities by making Produce redistributions very frequently—in fact, every four
the disclosure, solicitation and publication of this information anyears after an election. That is a necessary component of the
offence. The provisions strike an appropriate balance betweefyiress test because you cannot leave fairness for a couple
protecting the confidentiality of jury deliberations without sacrificing f terms. You have to look into it frequently. As a result of

the ability to ensure that improper juror conduct is disclosed, and th ; R . .
A propeT) ??avmg frequent redistributions, it means electors are shifted

the system is scrutinised to assist in the development of the ju
system and the judicial system as a whole. rom one electorate to another very regularly. In fact, some

. Explanation of Clauses groups of people, depending on where they live, are changed

Clause 1: Short title regularly and have not had the same member of Parliament
Clause 2: Commencement ; h f b f
Clause 3 Substitution of S. 246 representing them for a number of terms. .

The new section is a uniform measure. It makes it an offence—  For example, the suburb of O’Sullivan Beach was in my

- to publish information about jury deliberations or information electorate of Kaurna. It has been in there for a couple of terms
that may identify a juror; . Lo and has now been moved out. Prior to that it was in the
to disclose such information knowing that it will, or is likely to ber for Bright's el Co hat. i in th
be published: member for Bright's electorate; prior to that, it was in the

to solicit or obtain such information with the intention of member for Baudin's electorate; and now it has been moved,
publishing or facilitating the publication of the information.  again, into the member for Bright's electorate. The people in
Various exceptions are specified relating to disclosure to a court gh5¢ community (I know from doorknocking and talking to

Royal Commission, disclosure to the DPP or police for the purpos : - -
of an investigation of certain offences and disclosure to a researck?gPem) are genuinely confused about who is their member of

authorised by the Attorney-General. Parliament. It is not good for electors to be changed around
~ Clause 4: Amendment of s. 247—Harassment to obtaifrom electorate to electorate. They like to know who their
information about jury’s deliberations member of Parliament is, they like to know where the office

The amendment deletes the offence in subsection (2) (offering : :
material benefit for information about jury deliberations) and> and they like to know how to get help when they need it.

increases the penalty for the offence in subsection (1) to match that The second problem with the fairness test as it currently
included in the new section. stands is that the whole notion of community of interest,
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which was the basis of our electoral system until 1991, hakave done nothing to help that. The Minister for Employment
virtually been abolished. It is supposed to be taken int@wonducted a seminar in the Parliament some time ago so we
account but if members look at the boundaries most recentlgould all raise our concerns, but | do not believe any of those
drawn that consideration is acknowledged now more in théssues will help the people in my electorate unless Govern-
breach than in its true consideration. ments take dramatic action indeed to address the social issues.
| point again to my own electorate where a section of Inaddition, I will go through some of the problems being
Christies Beach has been removed from my electorate arfdced by my electors as a result of Government funding cut
placed with the electorate of Bright. So, not the whole suburlbacks and Government policy. | turn to the issue of education.
but a part of the suburb has been moved. Surely, suburbaviany members will have had experience of electors com-
boundaries indicate one very sensible community of interesplaining about the reduction of Schoolcard. In my area the
This particular community of interest, the suburb of Christiesschools cannot tell me how many people have applied for
Beach, has been divided into two and some of those electo&choolcard. The school council | am on cannot tell me how
have been placed in the member for Bright’s electorate. many students have applied for Schoolcard because of the
These people live some 300 metres or 400 metres awgyoblems going through the red tape with the various
from my electorate office. It would be natural for them to bureaucracies. They do not know how many Schoolcard
travel to my office to get help. However, after the nextholders will be attending their school. | refer to one gentle-
election they will have to travel to the member for Bright's man who rang me the other day who is on a veterans affairs
electorate over the hill and off Brighton Road—about 10 ompension. He contacted the department and was not able to be
15 kilometres away from where they live. given advice on whether he was entitled to apply for School-
The SPEAKER: As a point of order, | remind the card for his children because he did not have a health care
honourable member and other members that this is a Supptard. He has had to go through another hurdle and get a
Bill. The honourable member will get an opportunity during health care card in addition to his veterans affairs pension
the 10 minute grievance debate to address grievance issueard. All this was changed without proper advice to him and
On this occasion he must stick to talking about money andther people in his circumstances. Generally it has been a
what money will buy—it is a Supply Bill. problem for families in the electorate who want to get
Mr HILL: | could talk about the Electoral Act and the Schoolcard. It is a problem for the schools because they do
Electoral Commissioner, who is paid for out of Supply— not know what is happening.

would that be a better way of approaching it? Close to the electorate of Kaurna, the Christies Beach
The SPEAKER: Talking about the Commissioner is fine, High School West campus has been vacated. | thank the
but when you start grieving the Chair has a problem. Minister for the advice that a number of agencies will be

Mr HILL: [ will leave those comments until later. | will placed on that campus, namely, the Southern Support Service,
talk about some other issues which | also intended to talkhe Fleurieu Southern Range and Southern Vales District
about and which relate to my electorate in a direct sense i0ffice, the Children’s Services Office (formerly at Morphett
terms of the provision of money. | wanted to talk about theVale), the Behaviour Support Unit at Aberfoyle Park and the
electorate of Kaurna in more detail and about the effects dBowden/Brompton Community School (formerly at Aber-
Government policy and the lack of expenditure by thefoyle Park). It is fantastic that these public facilities will
Government on the folk who live in my electorate. | want tocontinue to be used, but | am concerned that the Behaviour
talk about the unemployment rate in the electorate of Kaurn&upport Unit and the Bowden/Brompton Community School,
and the urgent need for Government expenditure in myreviously at Aberfoyle Park, have not yet been reopened, so
electorate to address some of the social and economic issues the first term of this year students and schools benefiting
facing the people in Kaurna. from the support services they provided have not been able

I refer to the City of Onkaparinga’s recent publication to get that support and | gather there have been problems in
called ‘A Social Atlas’. That demonstrates that in my the schools as a result of that because children who previous-
electorate suburb by suburb the following are the unemployly could be removed from the school and put in one of these
ment rates: Aldinga, 37.1 per cent; Aldinga Beach, 18.6 peunits now have to stay in the school with inadequate levels
cent; Christies Beach, 17.4 per cent; Maslin Beach, 13.2 peaf support being provided to them.
cent; Moana, 13.6 per cent; Noarlunga Downs, 20.1 per cent; In addition to those concerns about the west campus of
O’Sullivan Beach, 18.9 per cent; Port Noarlunga, 15 per cenChristies Beach, | also raise the concern | have about the
Port Noarlunga South, 13.6 per cent; Port Willunga, 20.3 peopen space adjacent to that school. | hope at some stage the
cent; Seaford, 15.4 per cent; Seaford Meadows, 22.4 per ceitinister can clarify what is planned to happen with that
Seaford Rise, 13 per cent; and Sellicks Beach, 13.6 per cergpace, currently used by local cricket clubs for sporting
In my electorate not one suburb has an unemployment rafurposes. | understand the Government is considering selling
better than the State average, which at the time of théhat land. That would be a disaster for the local community
compilation was 10.5 per cent. It shows that, when statistics that suburb as there is not a great deal of open space. What
are used to show that employment rates are improving, thag there is needed and | know the community will fight
do not take in account what is happening on the ground atagorously to have it retained and | certainly will support
micro level in individual areas. Many members on this sidethem in their cause.
of the House represent electorates where the unemployment On another educational issue, | refer to the building trades
rate is much greater than it is across the metropolitan areacourse. | have been informed by a constituent who tried to

We can say proudly that the unemployment rate hagnrol his son in that course that he was told that he now had
dropped from 10 per cent to 9.5 per cent or something of thab attend Gilles Plains. That was the closest venue for people
order, but for people in Aldinga, where the unemploymento undertake a building trades course. In the past | understand
rate is 37 per cent or for people in Port Willunga where it isit used to be at the O’Halloran Hill TAFE, which has been
20 per cent, itis cold comfort indeed. It is true that the soutltlosed down and constituents in the southern suburbs, whose
is facing an unemployment crisis. This Government’s actionsinemployment rates | have previously given the House, will
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now have to travel to Gilles Plains if they want to undertakeknow they are run off their feet. Clearly, not enough funding
that course, which is a great inconvenience and a greater castbeing provided in this area.
because of the travel arrangements involved. The Minister for Human Services has blamed the Federal

The final issue in terms of education is my great concersovernment—and it is certainly true that the Federal
that the southern suburbs be notified relatively soon about tHeovernment has cut funding completely for dental health
Government’s intention about a vocational school in theservices, which is a great shame—and the State Government
southern suburbs. | and the members for Reynell ant$ refusing to pick up the tab. I understand their political
Mawson have been lobbying hard for the Minister to agredoint: if it picks up everything the Commonwealth Govern-
to this happening and to place it on the Christies Beach Weggent cuts back, then it will end up picking up a lot of
campus, which is ideally located in terms of proximity to programs. However, it seems to me that in the area of dental
transport, TAFE, other schools and industry. | am glad théealth there is a great need and | would certainly encourage
Minister is here and again commend that site to him and the Government to review its commitment and to look at
hope he makes up his mind about it soon as | know the peopWorking through the problems so that people who are
in the electorate are interested in it. suffering in this area can get help.

| will briefly talk about health issues, in particular mental _ 1he final issue about which | want to talk in the few
health issues. Just before Christmas | had a number of phofdnutes remaining is the issue of housing. | know that over
calls from a woman elector who was deeply concerned abolif€® Past three or four months | have had many constituents
her son, who was having some sort of mental health traum&PProach my office with housing problems. | have only been
He was 17 or 18 years of age. She attempted to find help i Member for just over 12 months and | am amazed by the
the public health system for this boy and every place Sh@bs_olute increase in problems in getting access to accommo-
turned to told her they were the inappropriate authority. Shgation that have been demonstrated over the past few months.
went to hospitals, agencies, and public and private instrumef&€rt@inly, it is almost impossible to get Housing Trust
talities to get help, but in each case they said, ‘We Can1tstccorr_1modat|on unless you _have t_)een on the_llst for a very
help—you need to go somewhere else. She rang me ilong time. I have had families with three children, both

frustration at her inability to get help. She had even beeparents out of work and with disabilities who have virtually
waiting for a locum to turn up to provide an injection to calm been thrown out onto the street and who have not been able

her son down for the evening. She had rung at five or sif0 98t any emergency or short-term accommodation. | do not
o’clock in the afternoon and the locum did not turn up until blame the_ Housing Trust for that. | know it is short strapped.
midnight and the boy was exhibiting very aggressive The private agencies are all full and the general market-
behaviour and was somewhat suicidal. He had spent one nighf@Ce is overheated. Certainly, private rental accommodation
in Glenside and was asked to leave because he was cdg-Not very easily available at the lower end of the market,

sidered to be not a mental health patient but a person with'}hich is something that people who are unemployed or who
behavioural problem. are on some sort of pension require. | am not sure what the

. . . nswer is to this. Itis certainly true that the amount of public
There is a real hole in the mental health services fo ousing provided by Government has been reduced. Itis all

people who cannot be neatly placed into categories. | woul .
very earnestly ask the Government to consider 1‘undin§ery well to spend money doing up houses to make them

- . . o etter for people—and | certainly support that—but the
sqmethlng which cuts across and Whl(;h speC|f|chIy deal overnmeﬁt ig not providing pu)l/)Iic %%using. In South
e e e P ereustralis e have & ong istory of the provsion of pubic
might be behavioural problems and some of them might b?oruosrlgigm\;\;hlgniggrslsglven this State a very good security net
mental problems. In that regard, | was disappointed to read’ y )

in the local Messenger that a mental health program forovlvtsht'rrlljk Itl;ﬁ a&soéﬁt:é{gﬁgg?;égﬁt or(gga{g;iggleozzr;r
people in the southern suburbs called ‘Out of the Blues’ hal ggingtog —Ppeop p

been axed in South Australia. The article states: end of the spectrum and many of the people whom | men-
tioned previously who are unemployed in my electorate and

Southern Youth Junction manager Chris Halsey .saitThe  other places who cannot get accommodation through public
Service was very responsive, our counsellors can receive advice OVSF private means ThlS iS avery Serious SOCiaI iSSUe that the

the phone,’she said. Government should address seriousl|
‘Out of the Blues staff were even prepared to talk to young clients Y-

over the phone and often arranged to see them within 24 hours.’
P g Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | support the Govern-

Thatis what is needed; that is, something which is responsiM@ient's Supply Bill. | will talk about how the government
and which is designed specifically for young people andjiocates its money to the Environment Protection Agency.
which can get into the household and help young people sog firm that resides within my electorate is called Mason and
out the proble_ms and help their families. | know that there argox. Itisa foundry that undertakes a lot of work and emp]oys
great needs in that area. anumber of people in my electorate. Unfortunately, because
| also refer in the general health area to the problems witlof the contradiction we have in zoning laws in this State, it
dental health issues. | know many members will havaneans that a company situated in an industrial zone which
received, as | have, complaints from constituents who havkeorders a residential zone can emanate decibel levels higher
tried to get appointments to have health work done on theithan what is allowed to be produced in residential zones. The
teeth to be told that there is a waiting list of 6, 12, reality is that a factory can be situated on the border of an
18 months—and this is people needing dentures or emergemdustrial zone and on the other side of the street there is a
cy treatment. | have a file—which | will not go through today residential zone. That industry can produce massive decibel
but I may at another time—of constituents who havelevels, above 70 decibels, which emanate into the residential
contacted me about great problems in the dental healthone but, because that level of noise is produced within the
service. | do not blame the clinicians who run the service. industrial zone, local residents do not have any recourse.
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| have endeavoured many times to get the Environmenthe EPA has to come out and do an independent analysis of
Protection Agency (EPA) to investigate this matter. Unfortu-the material, collect it itself and then calculate whether it is
nately, | have found that the EPA has let down my constitua pollutant. Unfortunately, the EPA did not attend on that
ents and the western suburbs a great deal. One of threght. Of course, the next day’s rainfall washed that yellow
organising committees of the Mason and Cox Environmentdilm—whatever it was—into the River Torrens. The letter
Group is called the Flinders Park East Residential Environeontinues:
mental Impact Committee, the chairperson being Vicki on a previous tour, a member of this committee saw a tank
Cheshire—and of course John Keeley. The residents wrotntaining some form or chemical leaking into a stormwater drain.
to the Hon. Mrs Kotz on a number of occasions but havéVhen queried about this, a Mason and Cox representative said that

; ; ; ; i this must just have occurred. This was untrue, as there were both

received ver¥ “Ftle satlsfactlon. I will give an example of the stains on the concrete leading down into the drain. Environmental
Government's inaction. In a response to a letter from thsicers from both councils, also witnessed this.
resident’s group the Hon. Dorothy Kotz said: Consultation between local and State Governments, residents and

Thank you for your letter dated 28 October 1998 concernind”dUSt_ry to address these issues are not achieving outcomes. Noise
noise and air pollution from the Mason and Cox steel foundry. ~and air pollution from Mason and Cox has increased over the past

Itis with disappointment that | read your ongoing concernsthaﬁW years, even though consultation started in eamest in 1996.
the Mason and Cox foundry is causing a negative effect on you}eetings at the foundry only served to quieten the issues by

lives. placating residents, on a temporary basis. We [that is, the committee
. . . and myself] see this as ongoing stalling tactics that only serve the
That is very nice, thank you, Minister. Further: industry. A list of what has been achieved purely in the interests of

With regard to allegations of leakage to the stormwater systenfhe residents is tiny, they have: _ L .
the EPA has contacted the West Torrens Council officers concernefl removed speed humps on the residents’ side of the buildings; and
and | am informed that material swept into a nearby drain was wate?- placed a muffler on one machine that was installed in 1997. This
from the previous night's downpour. Notwithstanding this informa- ~ machine was considerably louder than existing exhausts. It took

tion, the EPA does not encourage this activity. half a year for this to happen. )
. . . . ) The general steel foundry clangs and bangs, and machinery
That is very important. The Minister continues: noises still go on, but now 24 hours a day! When we started

Mason and Cox management has been informed of the concef®nsultation, they at least closed down at night. _
and advised to establish an environmental management plan for The smells are a constant problem. Houses are irregularly
submission to relevant agencies for support. inundated with a bakelite smell that is really abhorrent.

That letter was dated 15 January 1999. The Minister i$ have witnessed this myself first-hand. It continues:
claiming that the EPA has told them that the run off fromthe  Due to the nature of air currents and production times, this is not
factory was from the previous night's rainfall. But, on aregular thing.

investigation (as outlined in a letter to the Minister from thegyt it spreads throughout the electorate. It continues:
Flinders Pa}rk East Residential Environment Impact Commit- We cannot say that the smell will be at a given location and time,
tee), the rainfall between the hours of 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Wage do know that it is a constant issue of concern for residents.

as follows: 11 a.m. to 12 noon, 1.8 millimetres; 12 noon to  All industry is looking to maximise production. This means
2 p.m., 6.4 millimetres; 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., .8 millimetres; aiming for full production 24 hours per day. Is this what you wish

2p.m. to 3p.m., 1.6 millimetres; and 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.,uPonus, Minister? Because they hold a one-hour lip-service meeting
2 millimetres. The letter continues: every so often they are seen as complying.

Note that no rain was recorded after the 4 p.m. time bracket fronll_iowever' of course, the company is not and the residents do
19 May until after the inspection between 10-11 a.m. on 20 May. Not agree. It continues:

This information refutes your explanation that this was rainwater  \we do agree that the financial responsibility should not rest
from the previous night's downpour, Minister. Rainwater is also notsplely with Mason and Cox.
coloured as witnessed on that day [verify]. . . . L.

We find the attempt by the EPA, West Torrens Council andThey are saying that they believe this foundry, which is
Mason and Cox to dismiss this evidence of the residents’ group technically operating within the law, employing South

blatant example of negligence. This is a betrayal of the environmemiystralians in much needed jobs, should receive some

and the residents’ concerns regarding industry in our area. ; :
A representative of Mason and Cox at the time of the inCidenGovernment assistance to clean up its problems. Indeed, we

stated that the liquid was being swept into a holding tank. This wagelieve that, if there was no Government assistance, we
not true. would never see an end to the problem. The letter continues:

The human resources officer from Mason and Cox told the press  \ye 4| have a right to expect financial assistance from both State
that the liquid was being swept away from the drain. This was nob g Federal Governments to minimise the impact on our lives.

true. . . . . .. .
The environment officer from the West Torrens Council, who Itis the State and Federal legislation that discriminates so terribly

was present when the offence occurred, told the press that the re[ﬁgamst the residents. Noise levels are measured in the yards of our

. : mes and are deemed okay if not exceeding 70 decibels (for a
from the himan resources officer was satisfactory, and accepted Rfipstantial period of time). This is not fair, it is neglect by the
e council.

governing bodies to uphold a duty of care regarding our lives.
The residents obviously are not satisfied with this responsé{esidents here live with industrial levels of smells and noises, which
The letter continues: has been proven to lower the quality of good health. Many residents
o ’ o ) . have succumbed to serious health problems. We believe this is
Minister, your sources state that the liquid was being swept intqelated to theirimmunity being lowered because of the constant bad
the stormwater drain, however it was rainwater from the previougmells and startling noises.
night's downpour. This is also untrue. . . . .
This ever-changing excuse regarding pollution entering the Rivelt is very hard to give substantive proof to these claims and
Torrens is transparent. How many other instances have occurred tralilegations. One only has to look at the incidence of disease

were unseen? in Flinders Park to see that it is higher than the average in the
I have seen myself a yellow film form on the lawn and on thewestern suburbs. Something is going on. It continues:

cars of residents living nearby the foundry. | contacted Testing of rainwater tanks was done in 1998 on a day after
the EPA to come and get a sample—and it has to be aterrential downpour. We request that further testing be done, on a
accurate sample. | cannot take a sample and give it teggular basis.

the EPA, because | will be accused of tampering with it.Unfortunately, that has not occurred. It continues:
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We can't see that residents’ moving from the area is a solution.  In her response, the Minister started off with a lot of glib

Many residents have just purchased or are building new homes ilemarks about how concerned she is about air pollution and
Riverpark Estate at Allenby Gardens; many have lived there fo

30 years or more. We certainly would think it expensive to relocatJ10W disappointed she is, _and she referred to_h_er ongoing
whole suburbs; and what would we then do with the ghost towns ofONcerns. However, there is one way for the Minister to fix
Flinders Park East, Torrensville, Allenby Gardens and Westhis: to increase funding to the EPA and make sure that the

Hindmarsh? EPA has all the resources it needs to tackle environmental

The community [and the residents] is tired of the bias evidentin/andals. The River Torrens is one of our greatest assets and
the correspondence from the EPA and Government departments. are always talking about—

have given your [Minister Kotz's] department every opportunity to . T
do something constructive about this problem. Testing which ~Mr Conlon interjecting: _
supports pollution by industry is environmental vandalism. Your Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes. We are always talking

department must accept responsibility for the mistake of allowingabout tourism events in the city, having Opera in the Park

industry to operate so close to residents. We are innocent victims ; ; ;
pollution in this area. We have had enough. This blind faith in ”esﬁ’{ear the River Torrens and encouraging our children to use

told by industry and councils has to stop. We see this as a derelictidfi€ rolling River Torrens, yet we have companies in the
of duty on your behalf, Minister. The attitude of the EPA and localwestern suburbs that are pouring pure pollution into the river.
government representatives has become a cause for complaint. But this Government sits back with its hands under its bum

It has been a directive of this committee not to advocate mediand does absolutely nothing. The Yarra is cleaner than the
publlc_lty regarding the inconsistencies dealing with |ndustr|aIRiV(:',r Torrens. Indeed, | would rather swim in New York
po_"unon' harbour than in the River Torrens but this Government is just
Might I say that that was on my request. | do not want to gehot interested.
pUbI|C|ty in relation to flghtlng the Government and Mason The Minister says she is informed that the South Aust-
and Cox on this environmental vandalism. | do not want tqglian Health Commission has undertaken a rain water
jeopardise home values in Flinders Park. | do not want peoplgampling program following health concerns raised by local
thinking Flinders Park is some sort of toxic waste dump forresidents living near Mason and Cox. In a recent letter from
irresponsible industrialists. However, | want to say that thigshe SAHC, she claims, based on current relevant guidelines
committee has behaved very much within the law. It hagor drinking water, the results of the study do not highlight
behaved conscious of the fact that people who are employegcause for health concern. | am a simple lad and | was raised
at t_hls foundry require work in thl_s State, that we have suchn, g simple home but, when | see black water being pumped
a high unemployment rate and this Government has done $to the River Torrens, no-one can tell me that it is healthy
little to provide employment for those from factories thatfor drinking. When | see basically yellow snowfall from this
have shut down. The residents do not want to see the foundmundry landing on cars and parks near the River Torrens,
shut down and the workers lose their jobs; they want to seginding on people’s roofs and being washed into people’s
it relocated to an adequate site away from residential areaginwater tanks, how can the Government tell me that such
They asked that the Minister respond. material is safe for human consumption?

The Minister's responses are very interesting. Every time | know that Adelaide water is a complete food, but this
I request that the EPA come out and inspect a site, it does ngbes beyond a joke, especially as the Government has done
come. It talks about lack of funding or having only two or |ittle about it. The reason why the Minister is doing nothing
three vehicles that can adequately check an area or talout this is that she is incompetent. | do not believe that the
samples. | have offered the EPA to hire an independent grouglinister has the guts to take on a company such as Mason
to come along and take samples, and hand them to the EPAnd Cox. | do not think she even has the inclination to do
The EPA has said that it could not use this as an adequaignat is right by the residents of the western suburbs because,
testing method, that it wanted to take samples itself. Ofrankly, these people reside in a Labor seat. That is all | can
course, the reality is that Mason and Cox will not call myput it down to. Any other Minister who has any inkling of
office and say, ‘Okay, ring up the EPA. We are starting a newesponsibility for her portfolio would say, ‘Hang on, what is
system now. Pollutants will be running into the Torrens. Gegoing on here is wrong. | do not care where it is; let us do
the sample today, or, ‘Yes, we will be doing a lot of work something about it.
today. The doors will be open and huge decibel levels willbe |t seems that itis in Labor seats that the schools are being
emanating into the residential zone, come take a readingosed, the speed cameras are located, the police stations are
today.' By the time the residents call my office and say, ‘It'sbeing closed and the industrial pollution is occurring. If a
happening again’ and | call the EPA, the EPA might comefoundry was polluting the suburb of Burnside, | am sure that
24 hours later. The company has got onto this, becauste Government would have acted immediately to compen-
the EPA's budget has been slashed and burned by thiate it and move it to one of our seats.
Government. The Hon. G.A. Ingerson:We did not lose $3 billion like

This is occurring in a world where every school child is you—
taught to look after the environment, and recycle and reuse Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Sitting on the backbench where
old pieces of paper. The Minister actually sent me a videgou are, | would be very quiet, but that is another issue
today on cleaning up Australia. The hypocrisy of thisaltogether. | hear you will not be here for much longer; | hear
Government is immense. This Minister sits in her chairyou will be retiring soon, but | will miss you and be sad to see
pretending to be the Minister for the Environment. The onlyyou go, as you are such an easy target. As | said earlier, this
environment she is looking after is the Government'sis a classic example of the Government's breaking down its
Members opposite are not interested in residents livinggrocedure. It has slashed the EPA budget and the EPA cannot
around industry. It is a crying shame that this Governmentlo its job. The EPA gives glib answers and dances around the
does not tackle these issues and concerns. It was electedissue, and then the Government turns to the EPA and says,
Government, even though it is a minority Government, toEverything is fine.’ | urge the Government and the Minister
look after the interests of all South Australians, not just thdo please increase funding to the EPA, to make it not a
ones in marginal Liberal seats. toothless tiger but effective.
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Environmental vandalism will be the great crime of thevery best, it could be described as an absolutely monumental,
twenty-first century: our children will judge us on how we actcolossal stuff-up involving a contract worth a quarter of a
in relation to the environment today. It is our duty andbillion dollars, and this Government just proceeds.
responsibility to do everything we can to make sure thatwe When is someone going to stop and say, ‘Hang on, have
provide a safe environment for all South Australians. we really gone too far in committing ourselves to paying a

quarter of a billion dollars for something that has real

Mr CONLON (Elder): The Supply debate is an appropri- question marks over its efficacy and use'? We have seen the
ate time to address what | see as the failure of this Goverrggs release consultants’ reports suggesting that they are not
ment to concentrate on governing as a result of its myopigure that this quarter of a billion dollar radio network will
obsession with the sale of ETSA. Having been in this Houseerve the purposes. We have seen the documents attached to
now for some 15 months, | am disturbed to have hearghe Cramond report that indicate there might be fights with
repeatedly in Question Time the Government's fixation—trade unions when they try to outsource all the radio network.
obsession—with ETSA. In my opinion, it has led this Has any member of the Government sat back and asked, ‘Are
Government to the position where it has not governed in e spending a quarter of a billion dollars wisely here?’ No,
proper form for the past 15 months. they have not. They are too busy with their obsession about

The Premier latched onto ETSA some 15 months agehe sale of ETSA, which leads them back to their other
when he betrayed his undertakings and promises to the peo@Bsession, that is, that they cannot govern because of Labor
of South Australia at the last election. The Premier wasind the State Bank. During Question Time today, we heard
constantly under pressure from within his own ranks. Hisrom the Premier that he cannot govern South Australia
position was under pressure and | can only assume that Ii@cause Labor lost money on the State Bank.
believed that this was to be his saviour, that this was to move The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
on his political agenda and, as we heard today in Question \;r CONLON: And the member for Bragg says it is true.
Time, give him his place in history. So, with all the problems\yie||, give up and get out of the place. Call an election, and
besetting South Australia, all the challenges we face and aj{e will give you a Government that can govern. If this
the opportunities we have, none of them has had the propgfoyernment cannot govern after six years of trying, it should
attention of this Government for 15 months. This Governjye yp.
ment has been absolutely obsessed with ETSA. Question the Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:

Time is the clearest indication of this. It saddens me, not Mr CONLON: We got rid of you, Graham, and we will

simply as a member of the Opposition but as a Sout rid of the r f If nn vern. aive it aw
Australian, to see how little else has occupied the attentio etMgn?er(; ir?ts(:r?egt?nué' you cannotgovern, give itaway.

of the Government. Like most people suffering from an .
: . e The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
iliness, an obsession or an addiction, the Government lacks

Mr CONLON: The member for Bragg has let the cat out

insight into its own condition. A \
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: of the bag. He said, ‘We can’t govern because of Labor and

Mr CONLON: That is right; as the member for Peake the State Bank.’ | say again: give it away. We will happily

says, itis in denial. It is delusional. The simple truth is this:take it over for you. Itis not a sufficiently good answer to the

despite its obsession with ETSA, the Parliament will not lef?
the Government sell it; the Parliament does not want th
Government to sell it; and the people of South Australia d o
not want the Government to sell it. It is time for the Govern-POS!tion- . . .

ment to get the message and move on. It is time to move on Mr €ondous: What you did to the State is a disgrace.

to governing South Australia and addressing some other Mr CONLON: Here we go. Again, as | said, the members
issues around the place. What happens is this: the Goverfil the Government benches are delusional about it. They
ment is obsessed with ETSA. Parliament will not let thehave their obsession, they lack insight into their condition and
Government sell ETSA and the people will not let theall they can see is the problems they have. My electorate has
Government sell it, and the Government is so obsession& humber of problems that could be well addressed by the
aboutit and can think of so little else that it is in denial abouSUPPly of infrastructure funding. I will never receive that
the actual situation out there. The Government thinks it idinless we let the Government sell ETSA, apparently. We
going to name a tax after Mike Rann. It will impose it on need schools, kindergartens and funding in my electorate. But

people so that the people will be angry at us. This motihis Government says, on this one issue, that it cannot govern

opposite is delusional. unless_. it gets to _seII ETSA. The people of South Australia
I turn to some of the other issues that the Government hd&Ve listened to it for 15 months—

been simply unable to address. While the Government has An honourable member: And they know—

been treating the people of South Australia as if they are Mr CONLON: Yes, they know it's true. You go to a

idiots and do not know what they are talking about,claimingeferendum: you go to an election. We will see what is true.

that they have got it wrong and that, even though 70 per cerlthe simple truth is that the only people in South Australia

or 80 per cent of them do not want to sell ETSA, itis becaus&ho want to sell ETSA are members opposite. The only

they do not know what is good for them, it has not had itsP€ople in South Australia who want to sell ETSA are John

mind on the game. | refer simply to the matter raised inOlsen and his Government.

Question Time today, the quarter of a billion dollars to be Mr Condous interjecting:

spent on the Government radio network. | do not know who Mr CONLON: |won't be there! The member for Colton

in Government has been managing this project since 1994uggests that | will not be there at the next election. Were

but we now have a Government that is committed withbetting not illegal, | would like to get on with him as to who

remarkably little thought and no planning, and a report on thigvill not be in this Chamber next time.

issue which says that the Premier misled Parliament. Atthe The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:

eople of South Australia, who elect the Government and
ho pay the Ministers’ wages, to say, ‘It is too hard: Labor
nd the State Bank made it too hard for us.’ Itis a disgraceful
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Mr CONLON: The member for Bragg says, ‘We will still in the budget forward estimates. That night, during a debate
be here.’ | can see how well he is travelling. | sometimeghat | had with the Treasurer on Channel 9 laxteline |
suspect that the member for Bragg was elected to thiasked the Treasurer to show me where the black hole was in
Parliament only because the frightened community thoughthe budget papers, because | could not find it. His response
that he would be less of a danger to them in here thato me was, ‘It is in there.’ | showed him the Budget State-

dispensing medicines. ment, Budget Paper 2, which one would have thought was the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will appropriate document in which to find such a black hole, and

return to the Supply Bill. he said, ‘No, it is not in that document: it is in another one.
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: At least | didn’t fail— There are four budget documents.’ | said, ‘Treasurer, if you

Mr CONLON: The member for Bragg is attempting to think that, you have not read your own budget papers very
mislead the Parliament with his interjection. | have a firstclosely.’

class honours in law, and I would be happy to show ittothe  The next day, of course, the Premier tried to tell us that it
honourable member any time he would like—and a few otheyyas, indeed, in the Budget Statement, Budget Paper 2, so the
things. | will not go on; | do not like to brag. Treasurer's comment that it was in one of the other docu-
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will ments was simply not correct. The Premier that day told us
return to the Supply Bill before the House and other memberg ook at page 2-13. On that page there is a note under
will cease to interject. ‘Reconciliation  Statement—Underlying Deficit, Non-
Mr CONLON: As | said, this Government has to stop commercial Sector’ which simply states: ‘Above estimates
using as an excuse events of six years ago. Whether it likege net of any premium on asset sales.’ In small print, a
itor not, it has the responsibility to govern. Whether it likesnotation amongst hundreds of detailed budget papers, this is
it or not, the Parliament, elected by the people of Southhe so-called reference to the black hole. If that is the way the
Australia, will not letit sell ETSA. Whether it likes it or not, Government presents its budget papers— Take us on trust:
the people of South Australia do not want the Government tgomewhere in the forward estimates, in years three and four
sell ETSA: they want the Government to keep its word.of the four year budget cycle, there is a $100 million to
Whether it likes that or not, in all those circumstances, an&150 million black hole'—and if it thinks that we or the
despite our best efforts at the last election, it is still thepublic or, indeed, commentators would accept that as an
Government and it has a responsibility to govern, regardlessxplanation, clearly, it is wrong and we do not—and very few
of the fact that the member for Bragg does not believe that iave done so. In any budget formulation process of forward
is able to. estimates you cannot get away with publishing a gap in your
Those are the few short points that | want to make on thisorward estimates not matched by income or expenditure.
matter. | was provoked into being more angry than | wouldThat was tactic number one.
like to be, because | would like to make a reasoned contribu-

. ! . .. Then about a year ago there was another little episode
tion to this debate and plead with the Government to get it the trail, The then Minister for Emergency Services
mind back on the job. Denial, delusion and obsession are n

bstitute bli i e present Minister for Industry) released a document titled
a substitute for public policy. Funding Arrangements for Emergency Services in South

As | have said before, at the southern end of my electoralg ,qyajia: the Community Emergency Services Fund. That
there is a rise near Flinders University, and | was ther

; ®ocument canvasses a whole regime of raising new money
recently for a service. It was a lovely day and | had a ver

dview f th | Id look north t and south o fund our emergency services, in particular MFS, CFS,
goo V'er rom $re. CO# Woho nlor 'Wﬁs ar|1 South anGsiate Emergency Fund and those functions of SAPOL that are
get a good view of our gulf. When | was there, | was struck g 31aq to emergency services. For those members who are
by the marvellous opportunities that we have in this State i

¢ ind on the iob and if id d ot aware, a vast bulk of the funding of those agencies
we get our mind on the Job and It We provide good governyasently comes from insurance companies and local

: S@()un(:il:;, as | understand it, via various levy arrangements.
Valley to the north and, further north, our mineral weal_th. 'tThrough that document the Government is arguing that you
strupk me then that all that the people of Sou_th Agstralla ask qaden the base and all people who possess property, be it
for is some good government, and | plead with this Governgy o or mobile property, will pay a contribution towards this
ment to lift its eyes off its obsession with ETSA and blam'ngffund. That fund was expected to bring in about $80 million
Llje AhL": for t?e thr|1ngsh|t czénnot do and give the people 0f; ¢ 4rging to Government estimates—a figure which, | must
outh Australia what they deserve. say, is considerably more than what is currently raised via the

Mr FOLEY (Hart): There are a number of issues that | levy system. Again, in round numbers, it is probably about

would like to cover tonight. | begin by reflecting on the $15 million or more above what we currently rgcelve:
events Of today_ The Government today annou nced atax that But that document goeS further It states that |f fundlng fOI‘
it would like the public of South Australia to believe is an the computer-aided dispatch and SAPOL and emergency
ETSA tax. It is a very deceitful move by the Government but S€rvices component of the Government radio network were
on this issue, that would surprise no-one. The Governmerigquired from the fund an extra $30 million dollars per annum
in a press release today said that it has decided that it nee@§uld be raised bringing the total to $110 million. The
to raise $100 million to fill a black hole and it will be called Governmentis saying that this thing called the Government
an ETSA tax. radio network must be funded but that it is not able to pay for
A number of things need to be considered when we looit out of the normal budget cycle.
at this issue of the ETSA tax and whether or notitis required. | hope the member for Colton is listening because |
The first thing one needs to do is to assess whether, indee#member hearing him on radio at the time. He was one
there is a budget black hole. On the night when the budgétiberal member who was very angered by the prospect of a
was delivered, the Treasurer made the statement that thepell tax or a property levy being put on homes, boats, trailers
was a black hole of between $100 million and $150 millionand whatever else. | remember the member for Colton on
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radio. My recollection is that he was hostile to the notion ofnetwork and computer-aided dispatch system that will be of
this tax. significant benefit to the emergency services levy.

Well, over the course of the past year, the Government has The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
gone quiet on what had been floated as a $100 million plus Mr FOLEY: No, | am not being cynical: | am being
levy. We are discovering that a new tax has emerged. Theonest. | thought, ‘Gee, it must be in there.” But guess what?
emergency services levy or the poll tax has gone. All of s I flick through page after page, line after line, document
sudden, bubbling to the top, is a thing called the ETSA taxafter document, | cannot find $250 million budgeted for
Funny about that. | have no doubt that we will still see aanywhere. That is not to say that somewhere in the budget
property tax because my information is that the Statdéhere is not some allocation by agency, but there is not $250
Treasury office is working very hard on preparing to million allocated in this budget for the Government radio
implement that tax from 1 July. But | will let members into network contract—not that | can see.
this little secret: it will not be a $100 million; it will be a lot Indeed, we were so concerned about that, the member for
less. Elder during the Estimates Committees and the passage of the

The Government's plan is to have us believe that thifudget asked Minister after Minister, “Where in your budget
ETSA tax is an ETSA tax when, obviously, it is a tax ISan allocation for the Government radio network qontract?’
designed to replace, in large part, the Government's earliethe stock standard reply was, ‘We have not signed the
thought of a poll tax. One has to ask the question: why is théontract. We have not decided whether we will lease it or buy
Government doing this? The Government would have u§- We do not know exactly the size or scope, so it is not in
believe that its budgetary pressures are such that the bla8ere. . o )
hole must be plugged. As | said, it is my view and the We could not find a Minister to tell us where the radio
assessment of many that a black hole does not exist. Inded#gtwork was budgeted for in the budget papers. Not content
when looking at State budget papers the Auditor-General saiith that, the members for Elizabeth and Reynell on the
that a shortfall, if any—to use his words—was between $3%°ublic Works Committee have been asking questions of
million and $65 million, not the $100 million that this Public servants who come before the committee on that issue.
Government today announced, and certainly not $150 milliofPublic servants are saying, ‘We do not have an extra supple-
that the Treasurer himself announced less than a year aggnent for it. We are told it will be cost neutral to the agency.

Certainly, in the out years there is a bit of movement an Therefore, it will be one of these magical apprpprlanons from
that is not uncommon. Itis very difficult for any Government T€@sury, & sort of central agency top up which all Govern-
to predict revenue, income and expenditure precisely in thod@€Nts from time to time tend to do. .
out years, and that is reflected in the comments of the | have to say thata $250 million supplement is a doozey,

Auditor-General. It is wrong and improper for this Govern- It is a ripper, and | look forwarq to seeing how that is
ment to suggest that there is a gaping hole of $150 million€XPlained away in the budget coming down in May. Clearly,
here is not adequate provisioning for the radio network in

There is one gap in its budget—and this is the point | will gel1 . .
to—where the emergency services levy floated a year ago argj's budget document; there is not in the out years; the
the ETSA tax released today come fogether, and that is ifOVernment has not putitin. A year ago the Government's
large part to fund the Government radio network contrac?OIUF'on was to bring in the property tax, t_he emergency
(GRNC). It has been referred to in this place as the Motorol§€TViCes 1evy. It has come up with what it thinks is a clever
contract but, in fairness to Motorola, it is but a component ofitical ploy: ‘Let us call it an ETSA tax. Let us use this as

the contract. The larger component of that contract is— & bqttering ram against the Labor Party. .
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: Like everything with this Government, not only with the

] . ETSA debate, as you peel back and work your way through
Mr FOLEY: | am not changing tack at all. I understand yoqe jssues and the fabric comes apart, there is no substance
that the Motorola component is $70 million to $80 million;

h to the Government’s position. | simply say that any require-
it could even be less. Telstra holds the head contract and a Iment io raise taxes igyour call. it ig zourydoing a?]ld i'?is to
of other contractors are involved. We will call it the Govern- i

. und your financial mistakes. Itis to fund your Government's
ment radio network contract. That has blown out from $10 inancial mistakes. Sure, you can keep blaming the Labor
million in the original estimation, and it was only in February i

a . X -2 Y Party—you have been doing it for six years.
last year Minister Evans said that it was around $120 million. T)r:e I¥|on. G.A. Ingerson ?nterjecting)]/:

The latest estimate by Minister Lawson is that it willbe $250  \1r FOLEY: The member for Bragg says he will keep on
million and, no doubt, still climbing—as these things a""’aysdoing it—no doubt you will. If you thought that that issue
do. ) ) ) was biting with the electorate, | suspect that the events of late
The problem for this Government is that it has notjg997—the last State election—will show you that the public
accounted for it in its forward estimates. It has a fundinghgye had enough of blame when it comes to issues of the
crisis and it does need to be addressed, but itis one of its OWshst. | simply say, as | said at a press conference at 3 p.m.
making. The Premier today tried to tell us that, in fact, it istoay, the Labor Party will strike back on this issue because
fully accounted for in the budget papers; that it is in theye are going to make the public understand that any increase
budget papers. Well, show us, Premier. | did a little morep, taxation is of the Government's own making, to fund the
work today and | went to the capital works budget. And, youg overnment's own financial mismanagement. Itis not about
know, the Premier is right: it is mentioned in the budget—and=TsA or about Governments past but about this Government.
here | was saying that it was not. It states: This Government has to realise that at some stage it has to
New fixed asset expenditure: provision for a Government radicstart being accountable for its own actions. You have to be
network and computer-aided dispatch system that will be ofccountable for your own mistakes. You have to wear the
significant benefit to the emergency services levy. problems created within Government through your own
The Premier was right. If | go to the capital works statementjincompetence and your own mismanagement. That comes
on page 1 it states, ‘Provision for a Government radiowith being in Government. You just cannot blame everyone
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else, blame other people and wish for the future that thingbas caused people to have this tax put upon them because you
will sort themselves out. You have to take responsibility—notcannot balance your books. It is your mistake; it is John

a novel thing but a reality. That is something this Governmen®Olsen'’s tax.

has great difficulty in doing.

Today will be a defining moment, a day on which people Ms KEY (Hanson): In this debate | reluctantly support
will realise the level of financial mismanagement and in soméhe Supply Bill. Labor Party members are obliged to support
part incompetence and down right bad public policy that thisSupply Bills because of the history we have had in this area
Government has been about for many years. As | listed todawith the Liberal Government, particularly in 1975. | am
there is many an example. A radio network system is novgurprised and concerned to see that the contributions from the
exceeding one quarter of a billion dollars—a $150 millionother side are by way of interjections rather than by making
blow out. As | somewhat whimsically said earlier, you couldspeeches. | would have thought that this would be a good
almost buy a half share in an Optus satellite for a cheapeypportunity to raise issues rather than yelling at us while we
price than what this radio network contract is turning out toare trying to make our contributions. | am surprised at the
cost. We have seen this Government lose $15 million-plus olack of input from the other side. | hope the Minister will
Australis. make a speech that will cover the Government’s position,

The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: rather than talking about things that happened more than

Mr FOLEY: The member for Bragg says that it is not asseven years ago.
much as the Labor Party lost, and he is correct. | made the | also note that last year | asked what | thought was a
point today that the Labor Party has never walked away fromperfectly reasonable question of Ministers in different
its responsibility and accountability when it came to the Statgortfolios, with the blessing of our Caucus, with regard to
Bank. We suffered a massive electoral defeat and I, theutsourcing of services and functions in departments for
Leader of the Opposition and our colleagues spent four longarticular Ministers. Some shadow Ministers decided to ask
years in the last Parliament having to live with the reality ofthe questions themselves. We asked for information with
the mistakes of that Government and we have not walkegegard to outsourcing of contracts, what firms were awarded
away from that. But | tell you what: that does not give youthe contracts, what was the system of open tendering and the
the right or moral authority to walk into this place, strut abouttotal value of the contracts for 1997 and 1998 and the
publicly and make mistake after mistake of your own doing estimated value of contracts for 1998-99. So far | have not
and the list is long. Some of them the member for Bragchad a response to any of these questions, so it makes it very
knows only too well: the EDS building on North Terrace is difficult to comment on my areas of responsibility as a
at present half empty—an office building which on shadow Minister, certainly under the Government enterprises
Treasury’s own estimate, as tabled in this Parliament, hasanner for industrial relations, youth affairs and assisting in
potential losses (and the worst case scenario is looking likeulticultural and ethnic affairs. We receive information about
the likely scenario) of up to $30 million as we subsidise thethe budget and information from time to time about how that
rental on that building. money is prioritised and spent, but it puts the Opposition in

The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: a difficult position when for some reason the questions are

Mr FOLEY: The member for Bragg says it is a tenth of not answered. Maybe the Ministers concerned do not know
this, a tenth of that. The mistakes and failures of the past dthe answers or maybe it is not considered to be a reasonable
not give you the right to repeat those mistakes and teuestion, | do not know.
continually lose taxpayers’ money. We can look at Hind-  Tonight | will look at the issue of Supply on two levels.
marsh Soccer Stadium, as the member for Bragg knows onlgirst, | will look at the general portfolio areas for which | am
too well: plenty of that is to come out and be known in thisresponsible on this side as they directly affect the issue of
place. About $30 million of taxpayers’ money was found. Infinancing in this State. Secondly, I will ook at some specific
the middle of a budget cycle the Government could findssues in my own electorate which need to be raised in this
$30 million at the drop of a hat when it was at some meetingorum. | referred previously in the industrial relations area to
in Sydney. When soccer clubs can only average 4 000 peopig open letter given to me, addressed to the Hon. Dr Michael
at Hindmarsh Stadium, we are going to have a stadium tha{ymitage, with regard to the proposed amendments to the
can cater for 25 000 people. If you think it is better to spendndustrial relations legislation. Although it may not seem
$30 million on a soccer stadium than spend $30 million oryjrectly relevant to a Supply debate, there are issues in here
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, sorry ex-Minister, you areahout employment which go to the core of not only my
terribly mistaken. portfolio area but also the issue we are talking about:

The list goes on: $7.5 million for consultants for the supposedly making South Australia a better place for South
outsourcing of SA Water, found at the drop of a hat;Aystralians.

$30 million plus allocated for the consultants to sell ETSA | il quote just briefly from this document, Sir, because

and Optima Energy, found at the drop of a hat; millions ofit jay pe that you do not agree with my interpretation of the
dollars paid out to other consultants to prepare scopingnnortance of the issues that | want to raise. It is headed ‘An
studies, be it for the TAB, the lotteries or whatever. ThiSgnen |etter from South Australian university academics

Government has been able to find money when it has suitg@yarding proposed amendments to the industrial relations
its political purposes. It has lost and wasted money and thl%gislation’ and states, in part:

bills are racking up. The average family in this State will have
to pay $186 and as high as $500, not to cover any shortfall in
ETSA, not to make up for any mistakes of past Labor
Governments but to fund the financial mistakes of thighey do notbelieve thatthey are likely if the incorporation of
Liberal Government. Today the Labor Party will strike backthe Industrial Relations Bill is passed—

and make people realise that your financial mismanagement - the changes will result in greater inequity;

is what has caused people to have to pay this tax and which - they will damage the quality of social life in South Australia;

Our main areas of concern are that:
the hoped-for employment effects are unlikely—
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they will undermine the hitherto constructive role of the and I think relate very strongly to the services and infrastruc-
Industrial Relations Commission; _ _ture that is available to the citizens of the Hanson electorate.
ter;go"i‘g\'tﬁ/gcgggf‘rgig‘ise employers who wish to engage ifirst the Ashford Special School has contacted me a number
. . of times about its concern regarding the lack of action over
in fact they will be able to do that— a payment of an equitable school grant. This has been going
they will inhibit employees’ capacity to join unions;and  on for quite some time—and Minister Buckby would
the elimination of unfair dismissal redress for many employ-p,ropaply understand what | am talking about here. Russell
ees 'S,d'scnmmatory and u_nfa'r' . . Heywood-Smith, the Chairperson of the School Council, has
In not wanting to test your patience, Sir, I will also refer— \yyitten to me to saying that he wrote to the Minister in
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am having difficulty in - Aygust—I am assuming that is August last year—and was

determining how the matters being raised by the honourablg,maly advised that his letter was receiving attention. The
member relate to the Supply Bill and | ask her to come backsiter continues:

to the provisions of the Bill. . .
) . but the school has been advised informally by phone that the
Ms KEY: Thank you, Sir. The amendments proposed argant adjustment will not be paid for the 1997-98 financial year as

based on the argument that is put forward by the Minister foéxpected following a meeting of the Special Schools Principals
Government Enterprises, that there will be an increase iAssociation held on 27 February 1997 (a copy of minutes attached).
employment especially amongst young people. This implieas | said, this has been going on for some time. It seems that
that there is a relationship between employment growth anghe Ashford Special School will not receive a payment of
changes to the regulation of industrial relations. | wondeg15 000 at this time. | have tried to do some research into this
what that connection really is, but probably for differentarea and I have to say that | found people in this area very
reasons from you, Sir. There is little evidence that the shifinhelpful, which is unusual. Other schools coming under the
to individual employment contracts, the removal of recoursganner of supplies grants to special schools have told me that
to u_nfalrdlsmlssal provisions for many and the extension ofhey have also had problems in getting information about
junior rates for people and related measures will increasghat assistance will be available for them in the next
employment levels. There is no case for this. In a State whicfinancial year. So, what is the Minister doing in relation to
has enormous problems with unemployment, particularly fogrants for special schools and, in this case, the Ashford
young people, and having very bad statistics quarter aftegpecial School, which has some 85 students, some from the
quarter, | would argue that this is of significance to Soutiformer Minda School and some from within the community?
Australians and also to the Supply Bill. _ As members would probably know, the Ashford Special
Professor Keith Hancock, who is an eminent Southschool provides a comprehensive program for students with
Australian economist, has looked at the supposed relationshigyrious disabilities, some of them very severe.
between employment levels and the decentralisation of Ajthough this is a specific issue, | think it addresses the
industrial relations systems both in Australia and internationiss e of supply in my area and | would like some answers to
ally over the past 25 years. In a recent paper that he presentgghse problems as well. A number of issues arise in relation
he argued that the decentralisation of industrial I’e|atI0n§) the Camden Park area. My Colleague the member for Peake
systems does not guarantee any increase in the number @fsed the issue today of Mason and Cox, a foundry in the
jobs created and, in many cases, ensures that different groupgnders Park area. | have raised on a number of occasions
of workers suffer greater inequality. This is Professorissyes concerning the Camden Park and Plympton areas in
Hancock saying this, not me as the shadow Industrigle|ation to environmental pollution, so | will not raise them
Relations Minister. The document continues: in this debate. | merely say that | certainly endorse the call on
Reliance upon changes in labour market regulation to achievthe part of the member for Peake with regard to ensuring that

employment growth is an unreliable and unproven remedy. Suc i ;
changes often have the opposite effect to that which is intended. FﬂPe Environment Protection Agency has enough resources to

example, a fall in wages for young people relative to others is mor%nsure that it can operate effectively and also have a proper
likely to result in labour market substitution of the young for the old, Inspectorate so that many of the issues raised by the com-
rather than net job creation. Such outcomes are often inefficient anthunity can be adequately addressed. | will not say any more

inequitable. Similarly, there is no evidence that making unfairahout that because | have been campaigning on that issue for
dismissal possible in smaller companies will create unemployment;

indeed, evidence from the Australian Workplace Industrial Relationé long time. . .
Survey (the most comprehensive survey we have to date) suggests YWe have had a number of pr0b|em$ with resources in the
that unfair dismissal regulation is a lower-order concern to smalCamden Park area, one of them being the Camden Park

business in relation to hiring decisions. Community Centre which has been lobbying for 18 months
One of the reasons for my raising those issues is that @ get funding for two more toilets in the community centre.
number of wage claims are being made upon the Governmehtam pleased to say that the West Torrens Council and
at the moment—and certainly Minister Buckby would be welleventually FACS came to the call—a bit late in the peace, but
aware of the claims in the education area—from the Statdid come to the call—so we now have some toilets for the
Public Service generally, and not to mention the firefightersaged pensioners who work and who participate in different
the ambulance employees and other workers who come undexcreational activities in that centre. Given all the different
the umbrella of the State Public Service. This is a cruciaprograms that centre provides, it can have from 60 to
issue for workers in this State and it is certainly important tal00 people through it. Indeed, until recently, it had only one
the workers | have just mentioned who are covered by théilet to service all the people who used that centre, including
State public sector or the Commissioner for Public Employ-staff and volunteers.

ment. Some of the questions that the Opposition asks may On Christmas Eve last year, people who lived in the
seem to be far from the main point but they are importanAdelaide workmen’s homes, the Thomas Elder Trust in the
issues that need to be addressed by this Government.  Richmond area, were told that they would have to vacate their

I now turn briefly to some of the issues in the electoratgpremises. Some of them had been there since the 1940s, and

of Hanson which have been raised with me in the past yeahey were quite disturbed to hear that they would be given a
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couple of months’ notice—in some cases, three monthsserious problem, and I hope my comments will be addressed
notice—to evacuate their houses so that their houses couly the relevant Ministers, so that | can understand the silence
either be renovated or demolished, depending on the state s far.

the house. Some 77 families and at least 150 people—and

there may be more—were affected by this move. As has been DISTINGUISHED VISITOR

mentioned before by members on this side of the House,

housing is a quite serious issue in the electorate. Staff in the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling on the member
electorate office have told me that they spend a lot of timdor Hammond, the Chair recognises the presence of the Hon.

trying to assist people who have no housing at all. Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Recently an Aboriginal woman in my electorate went to
visit her traditional family up North and, when she came, she SUPPLY BILL

found that all her goods had been taken from the house. |
found out that, if a house is abandoned—even for a legitimate Debate resumed.
reason—for longer than a couple of weeks, the Housing Trust
takes the view that it has the responsibility to clear that house M LEWIS (Hammond): | also acknowledge that present
and to confiscate the belongings of the person. Although thi@ the Chamber this evening we have the Speaker of the
Housing Trust is usually positive and supportive of the many10USe of Representatives, and itis a good many years since
constituents with whom it works, it took us about six weeksthe Speaker of the House of Representatives has _V|S|ted this
to rehouse this woman, who had experienced some mentahamber, even though, | guess, the Federal Parliapent
iliness, and to make sure that she got back some of h&emore than anything els_e has its origins in the beliefs of
belongings. Fortunately the person from the Housing Trusfany of the members of this Chamber of just over 100 years
who cleared the house put most of her possessions in tRg0- It was in this Chamber that many of the high ideals
fridge, as it was worth more than a basic amount. Apparently)',"h'ch resulted in the formation of a federation of the then
it is Housing Trust policy that, if there are goods of Someestabllsh_ed colonies into one indissoluble federat|or_1 arose.
financial worth, they are kept rather than taken to the dumpl "€ last time was, | think, when Speaker McLeay, again from
In this case, the only photos this woman had of her traditionapOUth Australia, visited this Chamber, and that must be about
family—and, unfortunately, she was stolen from her family—40 y&ars ago. _
were in the fridge. In as much as it a bizarre story, this is the In any case, | am pleased to see the Hon. Neil Andrew
level of concern that has been raised in the electorate offic@ere this evening. Whilst | am on the point, | indicate that this
with regard to housing. The Adelaide workmen’s homedParliament, Whl_ch has the resp(_)ns_lblllty fo_r the constitution
debac'e iS just another example Of that Th|s iS a b|g problerﬁf Government |n- South AUStl’aha, ISa Pa.r“ament fOI’ Wh|Ch
that my office is trying to address. I fear. Atpresentit does not seem to have as muph control of
There has been a lot of discussion about the Adelaidis destiny asitoughtto and, to that extent, | again repeat my
Airport in this House. The Adelaide Airport is right in the belief that, ur_]less this Parliament t_akes contr_ol o_f its destiny,
middle of the electorate of Hanson and, at the next electior?oth the Parliament and the State it serves will disappear and
it will be in the electorate of West Torrens. Despite thethe Federation will disappear with it.
promises and the rhetoric we have heard time and again from Let me explain that statement. As it stands at present, we
the current member for Hindmarsh, we still do not have sonstantly legislate by using template legislation to copy what
curfew that is part of the legislation. is being done by every other State. That is not necessarily a
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Chair again is bad thing if it relates to the uniform standards of either
having some difficulty in linking the comments being madebusiness conduct or citizens’ behaviour in one form or
by the member to the provisions of the Supply Bill. | would another, but it does become a bad thing if it makes us so hide
ask the member to consider the provisions of the Bill. bound and if we do nothing that is innovative in the form of
Ms KEY: Thank you, Sir. Adelaide Airport is a big issue law that we would introduce.
in that area, and there is the most pressing issue of the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Chair reminds the
curfew, along with environmental issues and stormwatemember that the debate relates to the provisions of the Supply
runoff which the member for Peake has raised in this HouseBill. There will be an opportunity later in the proceedings to
As far as | know, we still have not received any serioushave a broader debate.
responses on those matters. There is some concern that, if Mr LEWIS: This, Sir, is precisely the point. Our Supply
there is a large rain downpour, Adelaide Airport and the are8ill for the State of South Australia provides revenue to all
all around could be seriously flooded, and | am not talkingGovernment agencies and, in addition, to this Parliament.
about just a couple of inches. At this stage, | am not aware ofhis Parliament depends upon the Government’s willingness
any provisions to look at that issue. | may have missed th&o give it money. At present, the services to backbenchers of
response, but at this stage we can see some serious infrastrtiis Parliament are inadequate. | am not talking about the
ture problems emanating from the lack of attention that haamount of pay or allowances that we get as that is dealt with
been paid in the western suburbs, particularly around thby independent tribunals. | am talking about what is provided
airport. through this Parliament to enable members to do their job
In summarising, it is important that we make a responseompetently, and whether or not they are competent to do the
to the Supply Bill. | am hoping the member for Hammondjob is a matter for their electorates to determine one by one
will make a contribution on this issue, because it is disgraceamongst us. But, as it stands, we appropriate revenue into the
ful that the only contributions we have had on this Bill sinceGovernment’s hands and then as a Parliament go cap in hand
| have been in the Chamber have been by way of interjectiorto the Government for some of that revenue, which is to be
I would certainly like to hear contributions from members spent in the provision of services required by us as individual
who had hard issues or problems in their own electorates.rhembers to contribute to the process of debating what the
am disappointed that that has not happened. We have Government does, therefore, making legislation as well as
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making sure that the Government is accountable to the peopteembers have seen this if they have been to the South
through the institution of Parliament. Australian Centre for Manufacturing) of models and other

I do not want to see this State disappear and | do want tproducts from a sintering process. The South Australian
see this Parliament take control of its own responsibilities fo€entre for Manufacturing does a very good job. Its intention,
itself. It ought to do that separately from the appropriationgts philosophy and its purpose was to establish new busines-
made for the purpose of providing Government, and weses here and, once there was a critical mass of a market and
should amend the Constitution in a way which prevents théhe recognition that we had the skill and ability, it was
Government from ever introducing a Bill to get Supply until intended to allow that to go into the private sector. But what
and unless the Parliament itself has Supply. That will meahas happened is that the staff of the South Australian Centre
that Parliament becomes more open and accountable whe Manufacturing have taken the view that it is their territory
its accounts are more easily understood by the journalists whand they are now using the South Australian taxpayers to
report it and the public who hear about it or read it. That willunderwrite the risk and, indeed, to continue to enable them
enable them to understand that you cannot have a democraigycut prices to the point where they are not on full price
unless, in the first instance, you have a Parliament througtecovery.
which it will function. It is impossible for us to have atrue  Let me read a letter that defines this. It comes from the
democracy. It is so inefficient for all of us to participate in owner of a company, Darrick Spaven, and the company’s
making every decision about what law to introduce or whahame is RPM Solutions Australia Pty Ltd. He says that he is
change to make to existing law, so what we do is to have ariting to the Minister for Industry and Trade, and he did that
representative democracy whereby, through elections, thate last year and set out the case, describing the competitive
citizens delegate their authority to those of us who are electesituation that existed between his company and the South
to this place. Australian Centre for Manufacturing’s advanced manufactur-

That delegated authority gives us the honour and responsiig facility, the AMF, which was originally a State Govern-
bility of discharging their will. Without the Parliament, that ment initiative. The situation is being investigated by the
cannot happen. | despair for the future of the State if weCompetitive Neutrality Committee of the Department of
continue down the path that we have been going down ifPremier and Cabinet and, from what | know of what hap-
recent times where, since the time of Sir Thomas Playfordpened there—and | do not know whether they were nits or
there has been a complete shift away from governmemwhether they were nit-picking, or what happened—they did
through the Parliament to a point where it is now easilynot do what they should have done. In his letter Mr Spaven
described as government by press release. There is a lHgys:
difference. That is a very unfortunate change that has |thought itimportant to write you with my concerns regarding
happened in consequence of a deliberate but gradual processs situation. For your reference | have included a copy of my

during these past 30 or so years. It is time we called a halt teriginal complaint to the Premier. | have requested a full inquiry into
he commercial viability of the AMF as | have considerable

Fhat' Itis t'm.e we made it possible for t.h.e Parliament to dq(nowledge of unfair trading practices being used by them in order
its work. It is time we ensured that citizens are properlyo maintain a monopoly in this industry at considerable expense to
represented here in the way in which legislation affects therthe [tax paying] community [of South Australia].
an_d for the best interests of _people who Ilve in our cllrr_1ate,-|-hat is the tax paying community, from which we are
latitudes and State. What might be appropriate for us is Ny o priating the $600 million. The letter continues:
necessarily appropriate for people who live in Cairns or Although we are proceeding with the investigation | am
Darwin or, for that matter, Campbelitown in Tasmania. It 'Sconcerned that the AMF, through the consistent lowering of its
for those reasons that | make these remarks. _prices, will cause my business and the market irrefutable damage
Let me now turn to another aspect of Government, that igyrior to reaching an outcome.

the responsibility it has, as it were, to nurture and encouragfie has weathered the storm thus far, but | do not know how
the development of enterprises which will provide employ-mch further he can go. The letter continues:

ment for the citizens of our society. The South Australian
Centre for Manufacturing, whilst coming from the former ..
Labor Government, still exists today and provides such a_ . ) .
nurturing role, but we have to decide, as a Parliament, wherkhiS Peing the case, he asks why it was necessary for the
and when that nurturing role ought to cease and where priva Fto purchase its second selective laser sintering machine.
enterprise, once it has been nurtured sufficiently by the'€ Says:

Government process of establishment and development of the One could argue that it was unnecessary to purchase the second
availability of that service, pulls out so that private enterprisé“aCh'ne in order to demonstrate the technology. The second system

. L - purchased, at considerable expense to the community, has not
is allowed to go on with it. Government cannot continue t0qperated properly since its installation in 1996.

compete with private enterprise in any way sensibly becausenave checked his assertions and facts in every instance, and

the risk is not the same and always it has the capacity to fa) “th fact He | A ina th
back on the taxpayers’ guarantee and derive revenue fromaey are accurate; they are fact. He is not misrepresenting the

Supply Bill of a kind we are debating here. No such situatiorF@S€- He continues:
can occur with private enterprise. At the time that the second system was purchased the first piece
of equipment was not even fully utilised. RPM currently offers very

similar services to the AMF. Since we began to trade commercially

in June of this year we have reduced the costs of services due to our

o ) increased efficiency and reduced overheads. The increased efficiency
Mr LEWIS: |am pointing out that we are wasting money was passed onto our customers by reducing prices for our products

from the revenue we seek to appropriate through this Suppignd services. This was received well by the consumer and allowed

Bill by propping up an inefficient Government enterprise €0mpanies to use the services—

under the banner of the South Australian Centre for ManufacFhey were companies which previously were not otherwise

turing, which involves the production (and | am sure manyable to do so because of the high costs. He continues:

The AMF was initially set up to demonstrate leading edge
hnologies not available to South Australian companies.

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
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Since our inception the AMF have continued to drop their priceghey should be sacked as well—not only the people in the

in order to compete. South Australian Centre for Manufacturing who continue
That is, the Government sponsored body has been droppingth this scurrilous cover-up but also the people who fail in
its prices in order to compete. He continues: their duty to make it plain to Ministers where this kind of

They have not proportionally reduced their costs but rather hav£ing is going on. If it is going on in one instance like this,
been assisted by State grants for capital equipment and used th&od knows how many more of the $600 million that we are

association with the State Government in order to subsidise thegippropriating today will be needed to continue to support it
commercial business. What concerns me personally as ataxpayer"i§0ther instances.

that the South Australian community has funded the AMF through . fwh his kind of thing h
grants and operating expenses under the guise of assisting South NOt every instance of where this kind of thing happens

Australian companies to become more competitive. comes to my attention, but | hope that, in consequence of my

| remark to that: he is dead right and the AMF’s argument ford"@wing the problem to the attention of the House this
their continued funding is piffle. It continues: evening, some serious attempt is made by the unit within the

while approximately 70 per cent of AMF's business is conductecxpremIers own depargment to deal with it. It is not good
with interstate companies. enough to go on creating jobs at the expense of the taxpayer
here, once the industry is established, once the type of

So we, as South Australian taxpayers, are making produc terprise is known to exist and is available on a competitive

ataloss and selling them at a loss to interstate companies; lqiq'in South Australia, the job the Government set out to do
just a few, not just at the margin, but 70 per cent of thenas been done—QED
business at that time. He continues: The next matter to which | wish to draw attention and

In all fairness, RPM also offers services to both South Australian, i ; ; ; ;
and interstate companies but on the other hand it costs the Gove?(]\{hICh | will continue to explain during the course of my

ment nothing to provide. grievance debate later this evening on this Bill relates to the
I way in which a small business engaging in providing training
Igﬁti;%ér;a'yers do not make a contribution to RPM. Heservices as a broker in the job marketplace is being unfairly

’ dumped upon by another Minister’s department. It has met

| believe that if you were to look at the charter for the AMF, and ; At . o ; i dimi ;
the submissions the SACFM [South Australian Centre for Manufac!ts reasonable obligations; yet it is being victimised. It is

turing] have made to the Government for grants to purchase capit@€ing told in a nitpicking fashion by a public servant that it
equipment, it would be become obvious to you [the Minister] thatiS not doing its job. The department is finding fault with the
the time has come to diffuse this technology— services that are provided and it is terrible that it does not pay
to spread it out into the community. Indeed, the time hadts bills. The firm will go broke. It did not start with a great
come for the South Australian Government to get out of thiggmount of capital. The people who work there are working
business. He continues: on goodwill to keep their business going, to keep their jobs
Regardless of whether the AMF modify their current pricing 2IV€; and the Government department responsible for
strategies to fully recover their costs, they can never reach theffaining and the provision of payments to those people
stated objectives through the further application of this technologyengaging in the brokering of the training arrangements is

as it is already now established and offered commercially by &; it iati
private company within this State. In the past, | have endeavoure?é&%yr;mg}?fg? :Egtrgz?sgls)e/et we are appropriating another

to have discussions with the SACFM in regards to the AMF, but a
they are emotionally and personally attached to the outcome | believe .

they are unwilling to investigate the possibilities. During a previous  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
discussion between SACFM and RPM board members, it waFoday we saw this Government attempt to blackmail South

indicated that the AMF would need to double their turnover in orderastralians and this Parliament. It is an attempt that will fail.

to just break even. We are now aware that they are offering service, . . . .
for up to half of what was being charged at that time [that they first’fé;[ciiégne when ordinary South Australians need essential

met with commercial competition].
Now we can enter into competitive neutrality investigationsand  The SPEAKER: Order! As Leader, are you the principal
courtroom proceedings that in the end may put us out of businesgheaker for the Opposition?
e

which | believe would be a great loss to the community and to th . . .
manufacturing industry in South Australia. Alternatively, we could The Hon. M.D. RANN' Yes, Sir. At, the tlme when .
meet to initiate the sharing of mutually beneficial scenarios that willRrdinary South Australians need essential services most, this

further benefit the State, promote a new industry and allow us t&overnment is continuing its threat to take those services
reach our full potential. away and to introduce still more taxes. At a time when South
Mr Spaven wrote that letter to the Minister hoping that heAustralians are saying loudly and clearly that they want to
would have the opportunity to meet the Minister and outlinekeep ownership of their electricity supply, this Government
his concerns. However, that has not happened. In mig still trying to sell it all from under them to foreign interests.
judgment, what the Minister’s minders need to do is to gefThis State faces opportunities as well as challenges, but to
out of the way and allow the Minister to have an unfetteredface those challenges and to harness those opportunities we
objective consideration of this issue and resolve it once andeed active Government with a strategy for economic
for all so that the Government is not doing another Statelevelopment rather than just selling off the family silver, as
Bank, albeit on a much smaller scale. Edward Heath, the former Conservative Prime Minister of
There is no necessity for the Government to be engagd@ritain, would describe the plans of John Olsen and
in a business where it is losing money so that it can directhRob Lucas for the privatisation of our electricity utilities.
compete with an enterprise that is already operating in the John Howard may be happy to fly into South Australia
marketplace on a profitable basis. For us to continue to allownce in a blue moon to support the sale of ETSA, but that just
that to happen is a complete abrogation of our responsibilitieshows to South Australians how remote he and the Premier
under the competition policy (Hilmer) and it is also, as aare from the people of this State. Can you imagine
Government, | say, a complete abrogation of the role andeff Kennett begging John Howard to come to Victoria to bail
function of the Competitive Neutrality Unit in the Premier’s him out of a broken promise? John Howard was the one who
department. If they cannot address and sort these matters osidid that it would have been immoral for him to go to the last
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Federal election promising not to impose a GST and theETSA or Optima and then there was the promise not to
change his mind after the election. He said that would havancrease the amounts raised in taxes by the State Government.
been politically immoral, so why is John Howard now When in April 1996 Labor showed that the Government was
backing the Olsen Government’s deceit? If the Primedoing work behind the scenes for a privatisation of ETSA that
Minister is fair dinkum about his principles, he should applyavoided State Parliament, John Olsen responded with this
the same moral imperative to John Olsen’s deception oonequivocal guarantee, which was aired on ABC TV news,
ETSA before and after the last State election. and | will quote him directly—his own words:

_In South Australia we need strategies for a clever and  the Governmentis not considering, nor ever will it be consider-
innovation-driven economy. We need to recognise that ouing, privatising either in full or part the Electricity Trust of South
greatest potential source of economic strength is our peopkustralia.

and our community, and it is by developing our potentialon 16 September 1997 the Premier told Channel Nine
human capital that South Australia can get ahead again. It j§e\s—and he has got some good friends there:

not by Government withdrawing or by cutting the wages and
security of working people or by reducing our investment in
human services and education or by selling the birthright 0On 21 September the Adelaidevertiserquoted the Premier
South Australians. It is only by relying on and developing ourin relation to power during the election campaign, when we
own capacities as a community that we can advance Sou#gain said ETSA would be privatised after the election. This
Australia’s economic performance and create jobs. We havs what theTiser quoted him as saying:

to give up the cargo cult mentality that says sell everything | haye consistently said there will be no privatisation and that
and we will be better off. We will not, and our future dependsposition remains.

in large measure on our holding on to key public assets SLIC\'ﬂle did not see an editorial from thedvertisersaying that

as ETSA and developing our State rather than selling it away « bremier was wrong. We did not see a campaign by the

South Australia needs a hand up and a more helpful an/deertiser by the Chamber of Commerce or by other people

supportive Commonwealth Government, and | was d'Saprn the business community saying to the Premier, ‘“You are

pointed that John Howard did not use his visit today toWrong in pledging never to sell ETSA—not at all. In

announce the start date fpr thg Darwin to Alice Spring esponse to allegations by Labor that the Liberals would
railway. Last April the Premier said that we could expect tha rivatise ETSA and Optima after the election the hapless

work would begin on the railway by the end of this very ember for Bra : : ;
L g9, who was then still Deputy Premier, again
month—the end of March 1999—and that the first instalmen old Channel Nine, ‘This is obviously part of a Labor lie

of Federal funds would be paid by June of this year. Wh”ecampaign.’ On ABC TV that night he said, ‘There is no sale

it appears certain that there will be a delay in the start dat . ; ;
the project does have the full and total support of the Lab(%tfoi-rfstﬁ‘l' ;?:gefhsllnsc?[é)rlfig:éhseos;l]e of Optima Energy, full

Opposition, but | am concerned that the $100 million Tod d seriouslv beli that th |
promised by John Howard will not be enough to kick start the ' 998y, N0-0ne could seriously believe that these people
project. So, | make this offer to the Premier: | am prepare ere telllr]g the truth to Soqth Australians. Since thqt time,
to work with him in an effort to get the Commonwealth to heir deceit has become obvious to all, and embarrassingly so.
pledge additional moneys if these are required to get thid €€ Was also the promise that the budget was on track and
in good shape and that no increases in taxation would be

project going. quired. The 1997-98 pre-election budget was described by

Federal Labor, headed by Kim Beazley, pledged at the la: )
election up to $300 million in Commonwealth support for thjpﬁist(:ir}ﬁqu-rrrzg?sgrzzf, Stephen Baker, as ‘a remarkable and

railway. | am certainly more than pleased to offer the Premie ’ . »
any support in a vigorous public campaign to secure extra During the elect_lon when the Opposition asked_ whether
financial commitment from the Howard Government for thethe budget was still on track, Stephen Baker said that of
Darwin to Alice Springs railway. As a State we need to steefOUrse it was. He said, ‘I can assure you we will get across
a way forward between the ‘everything fine’ statements ofn€ line’ (Advertiser—22 September 1997). He maintained
Government Ministers that are made for expediency and thi@at the budget was on track to deliver a small surplus. The
confidence sapping claims often made by the Premier that W_'Ereasure( assured South Australians tha; there wogld b(_a no
are sunk if we do not sell off the State. We need balance ancrease in the overall tax burden. He said, ‘There is going
South Australia needs optimism and a growing confidenct® be a taxation adjustment, but we are not out to get an
that can only come from working together constructively. increase in the quantum of taxAdvertiser—19 September
Let us deal with the Olsen ETSA tax—the Olsen tax. At1997).
the last election this Government and the Liberal Party The Premier staked his political future on a broken
showed us how little it understands politics, which causedromise never to sell ETSA. Having failed to privatise ETSA,
them to lose 13 seats, how little they understood politicanow the Premier and Rob Lucas, true to form, are staking
strategy and, most importantly, how little they understood th&heir political futures on yet another broken promise not to
decency and commonsense of South Australians. But todépcrease taxes. Itis all too familiar—the deceit, the cynicism,
they showed us the same form again. The people of this Statlee excuses, the ritual blaming of everyone else.
do not want ETSA sold from behind their backs and they What the Government attempted to do today is the moral
want their say in its future. They despise John Olsen’squivalent of corporate fraud. This is a Government that
attempt to blackmail them and the Parliament with moreconned the people last time but is fearful of facing them again
taxes. in either a referendum on the future ownership of ETSA or
Today | want to talk about the Government’s plans fora general election. First, the Premier promised not to privatise
more taxes. Today we heard about the Olsen tax—a tax thETSA. Then he said that he had to sell ETSA to pay off the
is a broken promise, a tax that is a broken promise to covatebt. Then he said that the Government would need to sell off
another broken promise. First was the promise never to sdiTSA to pay for schools and hospitals. Today he said that

We are not pursuing a privatisation course with ETSA.
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they had to have a new tax to fund ETSA capital works even The only time that the Premier will appear on Channel 7
though the corporation is making record sales. is in glossy, taxpayer funded advertisements with a 30 second

From one day to the next John Olsen’s story changes. Hgpin and no right of reply. Apparently he has someone in his
has no strategy and no desire to tell South Australians theffice—Duffield or someone—to write this advertisement.
truth. Neither do some of his mediocre cabal of long-lunchingHe is on the highway; and it is similar to the last one we saw
advisers who are so widely disliked amongst other parts cdind it will be as effective as his advertisements last year. He
the Liberal Party. It is time for John Olsen to take responsiwill have Geoff Anderson and Alex Kennedy patting him on
bility for his own financial management of the State and thehe back saying, ‘You are doing well, John. That is exactly
actions of this Liberal Government. This Government hasvhat they said last year. The more he is poured in, in terms
been in power now for over five years. | challenge John Olsenf his reputation and credibility on an issue, the more the
to put the privatisation of ETSA and Optima to a referendumGovernment and its backbench loses. Let me say this: today

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will please refer to the Premier signed his own political suicide note and a death
members by their electorate or title. warrant for his backbench.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir, but today during Mr Scalzi interjecting:
Question Time when the Premier referred to me as ‘Mike The Hon. M.D. RANN: The member for Hartley may
Rann’ and | went up and spoke to you, you told me to sitwell laugh. The Premier—
down. The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. R.B. Such): Order! The

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will Leader will resume his seat. The House is becoming disorder-
resume his seat. That comment is in direct conflict with thdy. Members will refrain from calling across the Chamber and
Chair. The Chair well knows what happened during Questiothe member for Hartley—
Time. | remind all members of the practice that has spread on Mr Clarke interjecting:
my left as well as on my right, but certainly on my left, of  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross
calling people by their Christian name and surname across tt&mith will be warned in a minute. The member for Hartley
Chamber. That habit must cease and cease quickly. will cease provoking the Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. | know that you The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. Today, the
will be fair tomorrow and in future when the other side doesPremier signed his own political suicide note and a death

the same. warrant for his backbenchers, including the member for
The SPEAKER: Order! | hope that the Leader is not Hartley. Before the election, we were told that the budget was
reflecting on the Chair. in a small surplus. After the election, it had become a

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | challenge the Premier to put the $150 million black hole. The Government’s defence for
privatisation of ETSA and Optima to a referendum, to put hishaving misled South Australians about ETSA was that it had
leadership on the line on his Government’s tax blackmail, bubot been telling the truth about the state of the budget all
I know that he will not. He will not even debate me in public along. It had misled about its intentions on tax before the last
on television on this issue. This is how confident the Premieelection. Some defence!
is about his position on ETSA. Remember what the Premier At the last budget and before the Parliament had any
said after the last election: he was forced, compelled, tahance whatsoever to vote for or against the privatisation of
change his policy and break his word over ETSA because HETSA, the Premier brought down tax increases of 10.5 per
had got all these reports that told him that he must. Howevecent or nearly a quarter of a billion dollars. That was in a year
he would not release those reports publicly. He expected ushen the inflation rate had fallen, not risen, by 1.1 per cent.
to break our promise, but he would not actually show us thes€hat was after the previous budget that had already increased
secret reports that convinced him to break his word to théaxes, fees and fines by 4.3 per cent. That was before the
people of this State. introduction of the emergency services levy or the Olsen-

I know why: first, they were not compelling; secondly, Lucas ETSA tax. Even before that, on average, South
they showed that the Government planned to sell ETSA righfustralians pay a greater percentage of theirincome on State
from the start; or, thirdly, there was a bit of both. The Premiettaxes than the national average. South Australians pay, on
has refused an invitation from Channel 7 that would involveaverage, 6.13 per cent of their income on State taxes com-
me, Mike Elliott, Nick Xenophon and him to debate the pared with 6.02 per cent nationally.

ETSA privatisation issue and to answer questions from a | repeat: that is before the emergency services levy, the
studio audience. ETSA tax or anything else that the Premier and his Treasurer

An honourable member interjecting: are planning for this year's budget. Today, the Olsen

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, it is funny. Before the last Government is seeking to raise $100 million through its
election he thought he had a special deal with Channel 9. HETSA tax. When Rob Lucas threatened a mini-budget in his
would not go on ABC television, 5DN radio or ABC radio, last budget speech, he talked about the need to raise
or Channel 10 television, but he was happy for Chris Kenny150 million, but in the Premier’'s world of rubbery figures
to arrange a debate on Channel 9. That was it: exclusive. Hend broken promises who are we to quibble about the
was very happy about going into that debate but not so hapmifference between $100 million and $150 million? The
to come out of that debate. If members could have seen hRremier is trying to extract from South Australians
face, surrounded by minders, by police and security guard$100 million. We have been told that businesses will escape
fronting the kids from Croydon Primary School with an asherthe Olsen-Lucas ETSA tax. This means that the lion’s share
face—and we saw the result. However, that is okay; thef the tax, if not all of it, will fall on ordinary South Aust-
Premier says he will not appear if | am there or if he has taalian households and taxpayers.
answer questions from ordinary South Australians. He will  The average annual power bill is to rise by about 27 per
certainly not face me in a television debate about ETSA, andent to raise $100 million. In 1997, ETSA's revenue from
every member opposite knows why, everyone knows why—esidences was $420 million, making the average residential
because he does not have the guts to do so. bill $673 per annum. Today'’s increase takes the average bill
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to $860. Of course, since the figures | am using come frorso, he investigated Treasury spreadsheets and calculations to
the 1997 ETSA annual report—the last report to providesee what was behind the claim that we would be a recurrent
information on revenues to ETSA from households—the$150 million worse off without privatisation. He could find
actual amounts will be higher. Yet | remind the House thano evidence to support that claim.
there is no evidence of a budgetary black hole. We have The Auditor-General did not find in favour of the
challenged the Treasurer and the Premier repeatedly to sha@overnment'’s claim of a $150 million benefit from their sale
us where the black hole is. Where, in the out years of ther any $150 million black hole. In his budget speech, the
budget, can the Treasurer show us that further budgetaffjreasurer stated:
improvement depends upon the sale of ETSA? He has not members must understand that if the sale of ETSA and Optima
been able to supply the answer. But we have, in any event stopped then the Government will be forced reluctantly to return
clear evidence of the Olsen/Lucas deception on taxes and tkgthe Parliament in October with a mini-budget to provide up to
sale of ETSA. $150 million of further tax increases or expenditure reductions. . .
There is no black hole. What there really is, is a drive byBut the Auditor-General found no such evidence. On the
the Olsen/Lucas forces within the Government for a war chediasis of Treasury figures only, and without independent
for use in an attempt to buy their way back into office at theverification, the Auditor-General said that there could be a
next polls. If there really were a structural shortfall or deficitbenefit to the budget of $35 million to $65 million, but he
in the out years of the budget, the ETSA tax would not fix it.stressed that that was on the basis of Treasury’s figuring
Why? Because the Government can collect the ETSA tarlone and that losses as much as gains could be the result of
from household consumers only for as long as householgrivatisation. Today the Premier and the Treasurer toned it
consumers are kept out of the contestable market for powglown from $150 million to $100 million. But the Treasurer
under the national electricity market legislation by 2003.could not help himself. He again claimed that the Auditor-
After that, how can the Government impose such a tax®eneral had endorsed the figure of a $100 million black hole,
Clearly it would make a mockery of the very concept of aand that is an untruth.
competitive market. The Auditor points out that when he looked at the
Make no mistake: the Opposition believes that theTreasurer's figures he found that Treasury had made an
privatisation of ETSA makes no financial sense and wouldssumption that its expenditure would fall in the years 2001-
deprive South Australia of a vital income earning asset. Bud2 by $100 million, nothing more. The Auditor has been at
itis for the Premier and the Treasurer to make an economicapains to stress that he has made no independent assessment
ly responsible case for the privatisation. They have faile®f these claims. When the Auditor asked Treasury to explain
miserably. It is also up to them to prove that the budgetaryhe Treasurer’s threat of a $150 million tax slug, even his
improvement forecast in their own budget papers depends @mwn department backed away. As the Auditor-General stated
the privatisation of ETSA. So far, they have not even tried tovhen referring to the figure of $150 million:
prove it. If the case were there to be made, you would think The Department of Treasury and Finance has advised that, in
that someone in the Government would make it. Of coursenterpreting the significance of this statement, the words ‘up to’ are
their real agenda is quite clear: it is not repairing the budget© be particularly noted.
it is getting a war chest for the next election—politics at itsThe Auditor also points out that, since this Government came
most cynical. to office five years ago, it has already introduced massive tax
There is no case based on a so-called black hole for thegacreases that will mean that South Australians will be paying
tax increases. There may be a budget blow-out, but that is n@6 per cent more in tax in real terms in 2001-02 than they
the same as a black hole. That blow-out is called the Goverrwere in 1993-94. As | say, this is even before an Olsen tax or
ment radio network contract, which has blown out by asHoward’s goods and services tax. This has been a cynical
much as $100 million—there is that magic figure again—andexercise by the Olsen-Lucas Government from the first, and
it stands as a monument to the expensive, bizarre aral typically ham-fisted one. It is driven by a cynical and
guestionable contracting practices of this Government, antdolish view of the political process whereby the public will

I shall have more to say about that later. forget all the promises that were made and then so crudely
Mr Scalzi: It's the exchange rate. broken; and that, through the introduction of yet more taxes,
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The member for Hartley says it Labor, the Democrats and Nick Xenophon will be blamed for

is the exchange rate. the pain inflicted on South Australians by this Government.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for It is a view of the world so skewed that it thinks that South
Hartley will cease interjecting and the Leader will ceaseAustralians will blame Labor for keeping its promises and
responding. applaud the Liberals for being serial breakers of their

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The $100 million blow-out is promises. The Premier says that if the Parliament agrees to
about a change in the exchange rate. Obviously, on his mamyivatise ETSA he will not proceed with these tax hikes.
overseas trips, he has been visiting duty-free shops. He h&nfortunately, the Premier making this promise was John
worked out that there is an exchange rate and that it will cogDlsen, whose form means that he simply cannot be believed.
$100 million extra for the Government radio network. We Let me make it quite clear: if the Premier and the Treasurer
will ask that question from the member for Hartley to one ofgo ahead with their plans to bleed South Australian house-
the Ministers in due season. If there were a case for privatisdrolds with yet more taxes, it will be John Olsen and Rob
tion, the Government would have made it. It has not; instead,ucas, and those people alone, who will be held responsible
it was the Auditor-General who, in his last annual report,at the ballot box.
investigated these claims and found them to be without Ms Hurley: Because they are.
substance. The Auditor-General set out ‘to explore the The Hon. M.D. RANN: Because they are responsible.
relationships between the possible sale. .. and the Stafénis is a total, crude hoax on the people of this State. Every
budget’. His conclusion was not that there would necessarilgttempt elsewhere by a Government to try to hang a new tax
be any financial benefit from privatisation. But, even moreon its opponents has had one singular result: it has been a
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noose around the neck of the Government that introduced the The Hon. M.D. RANN: The almost five year delay in this
taxes. Let us deal with Motorola. Apart from the election warproject has not been explained, and neither has the escalating
chest for buying votes at the next election there is one otheyost of this project nor, more importantly, where exactly we
reason we can think of why the Government would need tovill find the money for the $150 million blow-out in the cost
raise yet more taxes: the $250 million Government radimf the Government radio network. Witnesses from the various
network and the Government'’s shonky deal with Motorola.emergency service agencies to the Public Works Committee
In spite of the Cramond report and everything that hadave testified that they have received assurances from the
been discussed in this Parliament about whether or not tHeovernment and the Treasury that the Motorola system
Premier misled the Parliament, the fact is that there wawould be cost neutral for them in spite of the enormous cost
indeed a side deal to the Motorola incentive packageof the system.
Certainly | can say this given evidence provided in the An honourable member interjecting:
Cramond report that had not been previously seen by the The Hon. M.D. RANN: The May 1998 Emergency
Opposition, and that evidence is absolute. It is contained iServices Funding Review Steering Committee—
the Cabinet submission which the Premier, as then Industry The ACTING SPEAKER: The Leader will resume his
Minister, took into a Thursday Executive Council meetingseat. The member for Hartley is continually interjecting. He
asking specifically to vary the incentive package to Motorolawill cease.
in order to get it to establish its software development centre  Members interjecting:
in Adelaide. The ACTING SPEAKER: There are members to my left
That variation involved giving Motorola a firm indication who will be subject to the wrath of the Chair in a minute. |
that it would be successful in securing the contract to provideaution the member for Hartley against interjecting anymore.
the equipment component of the Government’s new radid he Leader of the Opposition.
network. Itis there in black and white—all the evidence we The Hon. M.D. RANN: The May 1998 Emergency
needed that this was indeed a side deal and tied very much 8ervices Funding Review Steering Committee stated that, if
the incentive package for the software centre. That Executivine Government radio network were to be needed to be
Council meeting was held on 14 April 1994. That same dayfunded from the Emergency Services levy, an extra
the now Premier wrote a letter to Motorola offering it the $30 million a year would be needed and that was well before
opportunity to become the equipment suppliers for ouMinister Lawson announced a blow-out in the GRN cost by
Government radio network. Motorola made its decision taas much as $150 million. Apart from the Olsen-Lucas drive
move to Adelaide the following day. It was an offer that wasfor a war chest for fighting the next election, it is perhaps the
taken up; we all know that. Government's radio network cost blow-out that helps explain
The problem is that the supply of equipment for thethe Government's alleged $150 million budget black hole.
Government radio network was a very large part of the The number one issue in South Australia is jobs. John
$250 million system. Back in 1994 the Motorola equipmentOlsen needs a plan for new jobs—not new taxes. This is not
was probably well considered state of the art but the fact ithe time for a new tax which punishes ordinary South
that, because other companies were deprived of the oppokustralian families and which would snuff out what little
tunity to tender for this contract, there was no way ofeconomic growth we have in our State. It is not the time to
evaluating whether or not the taxpayers of South Australigntroduce a new tax on household consumption when our
were getting value for money or the best available equipmenunemployment for the last calendar year was an average 1.8
We had no comparisons on either the technical capability gber cent or a full 20 per cent higher than the national level.
the equipment or the price. We were locked in, with no way Is it the time to introduce more taxes when, over the life
out. It locked us into a system that appears to be old, at pricesf the Government, our job growth has been just one-third
that appear to be extremely high, with consequences for théat of the rest of the nation? Is it the time to introduce a new
future which are still to be explained. For instance, the tradéax that will bite deeply into family pay packets when full-
marked Astro Smartzone technology is totally proprietorialtime employment today is around 30 000 lower than it was
That means that no other manufacturer can make theight years ago and with under-employment estimates by
equipment and no other company’s equipment is compatibl&ccess Economics to be over 20 per cent? Is it time for a new
with it. tax when our youth unemployment is consistently the highest
In the future, if we wish to upgrade the radio network, or second highest in the nation? Is it time for a new tax when
unless we want to scrap the lot and start again, we will havéhe figures show that in South Australia the average duration
no option but to use Motorola equipment. Another factor isof unemployment is nearly 68 weeks—the second highestin
repairs and maintenance. Again, the Cramond report hake country—and we have one of the worst ratios of unem-
included it in another Cabinet document, signed by Johployment to advertised job vacancies?
Olsen and not previously sighted by us, which outlines in the | say to the Premier that this is the worst time to impose
agreement between this Government and Motorola a clausetax that is unnecessary and harmful to families and the
which allows Motorola to carry out its repairs and mainte-economy, when private new capital expenditure has fallen by
nance of equipment ‘interstate or overseas’. That means thaver 6 per cent over the year to September 1998 and when
our radio equipment will have to be packed up and will haveone of the few areas of growth is consumer household
physically to leave the State and possibly the country in ordelemand. That is not the time for new taxes on consumption.
to be repaired. That will only cause a further drag on growth.
An honourable member interjecting: The Olsen Government no more has a mandate to levy an
The Hon. M.D. RANN: We are told that Motorola does ETSA tax than it does to sell ETSA. Despite all their attempts
not manufacture any of this equipment in Australia. Indeedto lay the blame for these taxes at the door of the Opposition,
we have been told that Motorola has actually stoppedhe Democrats or the Hon. Nick Xenophon, the taxes
manufacturing some of this equipment altogether, anywher@announced by the Premier and Treasurer today, on top of all
An honourable member interjecting: the others brought in last year, will be seen for what they are:
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the work of John Olsen and Rob Lucas—all their own work.school could get on with their education without being
It will the known as the ‘Olsen tax’. disturbed by disruptive students.

This is not a time to be diverted by John Olsen’s mislead- If | visit the schools in my electorate, many of which were
ing claims of a bonanza from the privatisation of ETSA or thebuilt in the 1950s and 1960s and, in some cases, earlier, | find
threat of still more taxes if it is not. This is the time for a that school maintenance is considerably less than it should be.
coordinated, bipartisan plan for jobs. This is not the time fol do not expect it to be pristine or new as you would getin a
a job-destroying new tax. new development, but the standards are constantly being

There will be a desperate attempt by the Olsen Goverreroded because of cutbacks in funding. Because of the lack
ment and its craven mates in part of the media who willof funding from the State Government, in the housing
swallow anything from this Premier and still keep saluting.redevelopments of Kilburn, Blair Athol and in the Housing
Ordinary South Australians will wear the hardship that will Trust areas—and we talk about it a lot—we will not see any
come from John Olsen’s unfair tax, but the Government willprogress for quite some time because the Housing Trust does
wear the political odium of this dishonesty. John Olsen willnot have the money. In this area | will not blame the State
not, because his days in this place are numbered. But let nfgovernment entirely because, quite frankly, the Federal
assure members that it will be all you nervous and vulnerablkiberal Government has abandoned many of its responsibili-
Government backbenchers who will pay the political price forties in these areas where it once provided supplementary

the Premier’s duplicity and dishonesty. finances for the State Government of the day, irrespective of
_ _ _ political complexion.
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | support the Bill. Obvious- Last week, the Attorney-General convened a meeting of

ly, our public servants need to be paid and the only way ofMPs and members of the Supreme Court, Magistrates Court
paying them is to pass this Appropriation Bill. Later in my and District Court judiciary. One issue of concern to all MPs,
speech tonight | will take up the issue of taxes, but | wanirrespective of political persuasion, was the denial of access
also to refer to the fact that lack of resources being devotetb justice for a whole range of South Australian citizens
by this Government to a whole range of services is seriouslgimply because they have no access to legal aid. There are
eroding the social security net that South Australians havenany citizens in this State who are pleading guilty to crimes
taken for granted for so many years, particularly undethat they did not commit or who believe that they were
successive Labor Governments. unfairly treated because they could not afford to plead not

| will refer briefly to education and give an example of guilty as they could not afford legal assistance. As they could
one of the primary schools in my electorate. | will not namenot pay for it, they pleaded guilty to lesser charges just
it in particular in case it becomes stigmatised. When | wasimply to get on with life because they could not afford to
there recently the principal of this primary school told me thaidefend themselves. That was acknowledged by the members
his teachers had advised him that almost 50 per cent of thef the judiciary at the meeting.
students attending that primary school were in need of Inthe area of family law, which | know is not the State
additional assistance to get them over their learning difficul-Government’s responsibility but which | trust it would take
ties. up very vigorously with the Federal Government, there is a

My electorate is a low income area with many singlelack of access to financial assistance. It is driving parents,
families and a whole host of social problems which one camparticularly the non-custodial parent, to the verge of despair
appreciate in that type of environment. Many of thoseand, regrettably in some instances, violence, because they do
children could do very well at school; all they need is thatnot believe they can get a fair hearing. They cannot assert
extra leg-up and assistance in education. But the Governmewhat they regard as their lawful rights, because they do not
does not provide the resources that that school needs to dotitave access to legal assistance to present their case in court.
In the special education area, the bar, if | could put it thaiAs members of the judiciary at that meeting said to the
way, for those students who qualify for the intensiveassembled groups of MPs last year, the number of people
curriculum program has been lowered to such an extent thatho are representing themselves are causing a danger to
a lot of the money used to help these people—and these ati@gemselves and others. In many instances, cases are being
mainly Commonwealth Government funds which have beerlragged out because unrepresented lay persons representing
slashed—is wasted because, no matter how much effort is ptiemselves do not know the legal system, the precedents in
in, the outcome is very limited. Yet there are so manylaw and various other matters. Itis taking far longer to settle
children just above the bar who do not qualify for that extramatters than would be the case if trained legal counsel could
assistance but who could do so much better if they were ablgive assistance and proper advice to those people and to the
to get the extra assistance that they need. court in resolving these disputes.

In the State budget there are only 70 salaries for school We have problems with the under-funding of the police
counsellors. A number of my schools—and there is one thadepartment, where the budget was cut by $4 million last year.
I can recall quite distinctly—Ilost their school counsellor this| have a constituent who runs a sporting goods store who has
year. been burgled three times in the last six weeks. He has been

The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting: robbed 25 times since his store was established over the last

Mr CLARKE: Ninety—the Minister corrects me. It is number of years, and there has not been one conviction.
still too few but, nonetheless, this particular primary schoolAlthough the robbers who break into the store know that there
lost its school counsellor this year. This occurred in an are& a security alarm system and the like they know that, at the
where there are tremendous behavioural problems amongsrliest, a police vehicle will be on the scene within about 25
students, particularly as there is a high transient rate dab 30 minutes. Irrespective of the statistics that people at the
children coming in and out because parents shift house forldolden Hill Police Station showed me, which indicated that
whole host of reasons. Much of this could be overcome byhe average response time was seven minutes, it is like the
providing dedicated school counsellors in those areas so thaterage wage: 80 per cent of the work force does not get the
those children were looked after and so that the rest of thaverage wage. If it is a life-threatening situation the police are
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able to be on the spot fairly quickly because, obviously, suclalways that the injured worker or the supposed injured worker
cases get high priority. But in areas of burglaries and the likeis rorting the workers’ compensation system—or about
the response time is appallingly slow—25 to 30 minutes—somebody rorting the social security system. They will get
and every member in this House who has dealt with constitutheir photograph on page 3 or page 1 of the newspaper. They
ents with respect to this issue would know that to be the caséo not deserve to get away with rorting the system; but it
This means that the criminals know that they have thatmakes me ill and the hypocrisy of the Murdoch press makes
amount of time to break into the place, choose the goods thate want to vomit, because | am absolutely confident that the
they want and get out, on average, within 10 minutes and blurdoch press pays sweet FA in terms of income tax and of
well on their way out of the place. This sports store has beetheir fair share towards the running of the governance of not
burgled 25 times and there has not been one conviction. only this State but this nation through their tax dodges,
In addition, when this store was broken into and the fronthrough their family trusts, through all their tax avoidance
glass was all broken—in a shopping centre at 2 o’clock in théechniques, and through their absolute refusal to countenance
morning—the owner and his wife argued with the policethe introduction of retrospective tax laws to ensure that the
officers as to whether they could get the forensic services owpirit and intent of our taxation laws are upheld.
to test for fingerprints. But the police said that they could not The media in this country are absolutely hypocritical and
get the fingerprint department in because they would have tare absolutely protective of their own hip pocket nerve,
pay them overtime. They said that they could not bring thenirrespective of the costs to the overall community. We are
in before 7 a.m. The store was due to open at 9 a.m.—as waenied that income to be able to ensure that a 75 year old
the whole shopping centre—and they had to clean up thgrandmother is able to stay in hospital for the time that the
broken glass not only for themselves but for the safety of theloctor believes it is necessary for her to recover; to provide
passing trade and for the convenience of the other traders those children in the primary schools in my electorate with
that centre. You cannot get those who take the fingerprinta chance of making a life for themselves through having the
before 7 a.m. because the department does not have thype of education and remedial teaching they need; to ensure
money to pay the overtime. | regard that as a disgrace.  thatthe social security structures of this country provide that
The areas that the Leader of the Opposition spoke of aneo-one live in poverty in this country because they are in a
also equally valid with respect to employment and employ-position of unemployment through no fault of their own; and
ment generation, and in terms of a whole range of socidabo ensure that at a State and Federal level we are able to have
services, hospital waiting times and so on. A constituena whole range of training programs, retraining programs, and
spoke to me on Saturday night of his 75 year old mother whonassive capital works programs to give people work and to
went into hospital for a serious operation. She was at homgive them work to do which will create lasting wealth in this
within less than 24 hours after that operation: they want theraountry.
out of the hospital quickly because of the cost. It is not an We have the likes of the Murdoch press and the other
issue of making sure that that person is being looked after imedia establishments who are only too happy to say that there
a safe manner and being kept in hospital for observation ts a whole class of rorters out there, whether social security
make sure that there is no delayed reaction to the operatioar otherwise, but they do not turn on the spotlights other than
it is cheaper to get them out as quickly as possible. | do nabccasionally with respect to the alleged frauds committed by
believe that that is reasonable. However, we do need to behristopher Skase and the Qintex group. But they do not look
able to pay for it, and one of the real problems for Stateat themselves. When was the last time we read in the
Parliaments is our narrow tax base. We have an incrediblpdvertiseiwhat taxation Newscorp paid? What did Newscorp
narrow tax base, and if we up certain taxes we have problenmay the Australia Taxation Office with respect to taxes? How
with respect to industry and the like with the competitormuch of their taxes did they avoid through a series of
States next to us, which may keep their tax base lower. Weffshore deals, transfer pricing, depreciation and, in terms of
experienced that problem with Queensland for a number ahany of their major shareholders, their tax rip-offs in forms
years: it had a lower tax base than our own with respect tof family trusts?
petrol taxes and tobacco taxes, when the States were still able Ministers in the Federal Liberal Cabinet, over half of
to levy them separately. In terms of payroll tax, there iswhom enjoy the tax minimisation bases of family trusts, have
always a bidding war between the States. It is about time thahe absolute hide to say that they will introduce a new goods
a Commonwealth Government thought nationally andand services tax which taxes basic necessities of life such as
brought in a fair tax system. Of course, the Liberal Partyfood. It is an outrage yet we will not read about it in this
would argue that that is what is happening with respect to theountry because it is not in the financial interests of the
GST. Murdoch press and those who own and control it to do it. We
My point is simply this: there are far too many tax dodgersdo not have journalists of any guts or courage in this country
in Australia and they start at the very top of the tree in thisvho will write such stories because they fear that they will
country. When | read in the paper recently—and | amnever get employment in this country again because their
surprised one is able to read it in the Murdoch press—thatnly choice of employer is with the Murdoch or Packer press,
Mr Packer, Australia’s wealthiest man reputedly, as a poinbr working for one of the electronic media news outlets,
of principle appealed a Taxation Office ruling that he was towhich are also tightly controlled.
pay $30 in tax and went through an expensive High Court We have to do a whole range of things in this country to
challenge to ensure that he did not have to pay that $30 taxing in a fairer tax regime and to extend the helping hand to
to make his point, and when Consolidated Press'’s tax to thgeople who, through no fault of their own, are down on hard
Commonwealth Treasury was nil, in effect, it made meiill. Ittimes. It is about time that every citizen in this State and in
is not just Mr Packer and his company: it is the Murdochthis country put their hand into their pocket and paid their fair
press as well. share of tax. | am not ashamed to admit that | pay a full 47.5¢
One reads in the Murdoch press on page 3 or on pageifh the dollar in income tax. | do not have family trusts and |
about the rorters of workers’ compensation payments—will never have family trusts because | believe that | am
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earning a sufficient level of income on which | ought to payindustry. A range of other issues need to be addressed, some
my fair share of tax. | will never be involved in a tax of which | am hoping to have time to highlight tonight.
minimisation scheme, and all my colleagues in the Labor Inresponse to the statement | made last week, | was very
Party share the same basic values. disappointed and somewhat surprised that the Minister’'s

We cannot do the things we must do unless everyonkeply was that he was waiting for a report on venue rationalis-
shares that burden fairly. We all talk about the need ttion. Venue rationalisation has been going on since approxi-
improve our environment and a whole range of areas. Weately September 1996. The racing industry has been waiting
worry about capital gains tax, and the Liberal Party got awa§or about 22 years for this Government to come down with
with a massive furphy. The Labor Party blew it at the lastits recommendations on venue rationalisation. However,
Federal election in terms of selling the message. The principdespite all that and despite the inadequacies of the Govern-
was right but we did not sell it correctly because there ignentin not showing any leadership in this area for the racing
nothing inherently wrong with a fair, progressive capitalindustry, the upgrade of the Morphettville racecourse is an
gains tax, and | am happy to stand here any time and proc|aiiﬁSUG separate from venue ra’gionqlisation, gbou'gwhich Iwill
that it is a fair tax. However, we did not sell it politically the Speak more shortly. The racing industry is crying out for
right way. How else are we going to get money in thisl€adership and for decision making to occur in the industry
country? so that it can get going and start flourishing.

I recently read the John Ralph review on business taxes, Further, with our race tracks—not just for Morphettville
which aims to get it down to 30¢ in the dollar and to take ut for race tracks throughout the. metropolltan area—in
away depreciation allowances, which will crucify manufac-theroughbred racing, in harness racing and in the greyhound
turing industry. These are the sorts of issues that we have fJ€2 We have to ensure that we have venues that are suitable
confront. | do not blame simply the State Government for théind attractive to the recreational punter. If we are to get
lack of revenue because the ability to raise revenue at a Staf§0P!€ t0 the racecourse and keep people coming to the
level is very constrained. The Tonkin Government did us 42C€Course, we have to provide a comfortable oncourse

disservice in the early 1980s when it abolished death dutie§nVironment. For too long we have lived in the dark ages,

but it was forced in part to do so because of the Bjelke_expecting that the recreational gambler or punter, as he or she

Petersen Government’s stance on abolishing death duties'ﬁloften known, Wi!l come along and face condition_s thatare
Queensland. somewhat barbaric as we go into the next millennium. As a

We must confront these issues. It is about fairness; it i§mu|n|mum we must have conditions where, when the punter

about equity. It is about raising the necessary revenues 0
create the type of society that we all believe we should havg
and that our children should inherit. It means our explainin

rns up in summer, he goes into an air conditioned environ-
ent and, when he turns up in winter, he goes into a warm
nd dry environment. The punter must be comfortable with
> - . he elements. We must provide an outdoor carpeted area on
polltlcally_ over the voices (_)f vested interests to ensure th e grounds so that, when the punter or gambler turns up to
our taxation system is a fair one. the venue, we have something which is attractive and
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable something which is at least comparable with what the
member’s time has expired. recreational gambler would receive if he or she went to the
hotels or the TAB to invest money: we must have conditions
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | will comment on the racing that are at least comparable, if not better.
industry, which is a very important sector of our community  We must create an ideal environment to optimise oncourse
and a very important component of our economy. Last weelyrnover. Turnover is the linchpin of the industry and 1 will
I made a statement in respect of the need for an upgrade pdturn to the topic of turnover shortly. We must get the
the Morphettville Racecourse. Amongst other things, | Sai(be[[ing ring nght' we must have an environment that is
that the Government should immediately release $5 millioryitable so that we attract and keep people. At Morphettville,
to fix up sections of the track, for a second grass track, angls an example, the ring is not in a suitable condition. It should
for an all-weather training track. The beauty of this announcepe reconfigured. We should try to have an environment where
ment is that the money is already available. The Racingyj| tote windows are along one line. They are currently in the
Industry Development Authority, more commonly known asmembers’ section and the rails bookmakers are out from
RIDA, recently brought out its annual report. That reportthere, and the ring is further out from that. We should change
showed that there was an operating surplus of somgat, because at the moment the only people who can go to
$5.89 miillion. The critical thing about that money is that it that tote window are the members and not the general public.
is racing industry money and it should be used for the benefithe general public have to walk some distance from their
of the racing industry. current betting ring to the public tote. We should be opening
At the moment, our premier racecourse, that is, Morphettup that existing configuration so that we have a bank of tote
ville, is not in a suitable condition for racing. A bias exists windows accessible to both members and the general public.
between approximately 1 100 and 300 metres and, in th&t/e should have something like a horseshoe or two-thirds of
section, horses and jockeys are forced to go wide because tagectangle with two sides and another row of bookmakers
track is referred to as dead. So the premier racing track, thgarallel to and opposite the tote windows. That would open
jewel in the crown for thoroughbred racing in South Aust-up the arrangement and create a much better shaped, attrac-
ralia, is not in a suitable condition and, if we are to maketive and suitable environment which would make it possible
optimum use of the Morphettville course, we need to put irand much more feasible for non-members who go to the races
a second grass track, so that we can alternate between the tt@anvest money at the on-course tote.
tracks and use the second grass track for fast gallops. Itis also At the moment, it is unattractive: the punter has to go out
suggested strongly by a whole range of people in the racingf the bookmakers’ ring and walk some distance to invest at
industry that South Australia is well and truly due for an allthe tote. That is not a conducive arrangement. It is a matter
weather training track. These are critical issues for the racingf simple geography: we must get the configuration correct
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if we want to provide a suitable environment for the recreaasm for it and they have lost any respect for the way in which
tional gambler with airconditioning and outdoor carpet, anthe Government has gone about introducing venue rationalis-
all-weather arrangement that is much more conducive tation.

families when they come to the course. _ It is my assessment that, by and large, venue rationalis-

I spoke earlier about turnover being critical to the racingation is dead in the water. It is now hard for me to see how
industry, that it is the linchpin for the racing industry. Incomethe Government can do anything with any substance in
comes from turnover. People must understand that turnovegspect of venue rationalisation. It has let it go on for too long
both on and off the course is critical to the success angdng it has left clubs and the industry in a waiting situation
ongoing flourishing of the racing industry. It generates stak@yhere no-one knows what is happening. We have a paralysis
money and the ownership and breeding of race horsegjith Morphettville. We have a situation where the Minister
Turnover must be maintained and increased both on and ogfayS he cannot and will not make a decision about Morphett-
course. _ N ville because he is waiting for this decision about venue
L will provide one stark example of how critical and rationalisation. What is happening in relation to the Victoria
important turnover is. Let us say that a punter goes to theark upgrade which will enable us to use it as one of our
races with $100 in their pocket intending to invest that moneyyngoing three successful metropolitan racetracks in South
during the course of the day. The on-course tote will take ouhstralia? South Australia can afford three racetracks.
commission for the bets that that person makes during th@iorphettville, Cheltenham and Victoria Park can all be
day. Under our system, for each form of betting (for examplesyccesstul if they are run properly and if the Government
win-and-place, quinella, doubles, quadrella, and multiplesyhows some direction in this area. However, for Victoria Park
there is a different rate of commission. to be successful it must be upgraded.

For ease of argument, let us say that across the board the What is happening with the TAB? We have no idea. The

ﬁﬁ%g;%g%u(/?/;]Seifhziregfen;ﬁg:; rg?nag;zrt?nﬁktgsetthuéi?%\rls overnment, once again, as with venue rationalisation, has
’ 9 utitin the too hard basket. Itis in a waiting pattern. We and

gngrt]rg?;tu?:{ \/Svﬁlxlbig%% t.?ﬁ ;:toTlrgéss;%navrgltsleaﬁ?upeﬁr ?Jer Jhe industry are waiting. What is the Government'’s preferred
: 9 Y Phg option? What is the model that the Government will put

2{)0$ gggp'|2 tl:r:rem\tﬁrh oII/ eyrognmtﬂga;?_ égﬁrsc erO\t/:/)ctie belvnjluf)t forward to take the racing industry into the next millennium?

$65 000 If’you increase the crowd by 1 000 people thei\lo-one knows, and people in the racing industry feel that the

turnover.will be $650 000 » NGovernment does not care. What the Government s doingis
. putting it in the too hard basket: it will not take it on and it is

P P overnment is making the racing industry pay because it will

the various betting venues. If you maximise the turnover, yo g ) X
maximise the income. We must have appropriate facilities fo%oc: drglavlcﬁict:mf‘gh%i%s;log/z ?jg(?\ ebngngomaéiétg preferred

the punter. As | said before, they must be as good as tho ) .
which the punter enjoys in hotels or TABs. We must never AS | mentioned earlier, we also have a Government
them there, we want them to come again and again. This {§troduced by this Government some three years ago or
one of the fundamental challenges that faces the racinguereapouts) called RIDA (Racing Industry Development
industry. uthority). | would like to know where it is heading, what its
We must also give strong thought to the TAB. | under-Priorities are and what it is dqlng to make_the racing |ndL_Js_try
stand that this year there will be a record turnover. | eagerlynore successful and to give it some confidence to take it into
look forward to the distribution of the money for the racing the next century. We also have a range of other big issues, for
industry. There has been a lot of conjecture in the racin§xample, night racing. We need to know whether there is a
industry that the turnover is at record levels but that the profilan with regard to night racing. Moonee Valley has moved
line is marginally different from what it is at other times. So, in that direction in Victoria; Canterbury in New South Wales
I look forward eagerly to seeing what the turnover is, what'S @boutto go in that direction; and | understand that Queens-
distributed to the racing industry. It is through that that theAustralia? If we do, let us discuss it and let us put it on the
racing industry receives the bulk of its money which enableggenda.
it to survive and hopefully to move forward into the next  Whatis happening in harness racing—we do not seem to
century. know. Once again we have what appears to me to be an
Sadly, this Government has an appalling record in racingncredulous decision whereby the Government appointed a
There is no vision, decisions or leadership. The racing/ictorian as Chairman of our trotting board in South
industry must have and deserves far better than what it i8ustralia. The South Australian Harness Racing Authority is
receiving currently and what it has received for the past fevwchaired by Mr lan McEwen who is also the Chairman of the
years. | can provide some very stark examples of what | ariictorian Trotting Board. With no disrespect to Mr McEwen,
talking about. | talked earlier about venue rationalisation. Isurely in South Australia we have one person, if not many
would appear that the whole industry is paralysed by thethers, who could chair our board and look after trotting. No-
inability of this Government to make a decision about venuene can tell me that we have to go to Victoria to find a person
rationalisation. Since September 1996, this Government hds chair the South Australian Harness Racing Authority. | just
taken the racing industry down a course where each of theannot believe that that is the case. | also suggest very
clubs has had to go through a process in respect of ventrongly that the Government has put not only trotting but
rationalisation. That is not such a bad thing—in fact it wasalso Mr McEwen in a very difficult position, because we have
probably a good thing—but this has now gone on foran obvious conflict of interest with Mr McEwen heading up
2Y5 years and people in the racing industry have lost enthudihe trotting boards in both South Australia and Victoria. We
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have many examples of this Government’s lack of decisionsf the Government of the day to lease the power station at
leadership and vision. Torrens Island. Certainly, we questioned it and, of course,
We have a duplicity of people involved in at least thecommercial confidentiality was brought to the fore and, in the
thoroughbred racing area: we have the Racing Industrgnd, we had to accept it. We did not like it but we had to
Development Authority, SATRA and the SAJC. In recentaccept it. It was put to us that, unless we did accept the
times, considerable work has been done to try to promotdecision, it would cost the State millions of dollars to upgrade
thoroughbred racing in South Australia, to try to find waysthose power stations. We put a similar argument to the
to attract people to the races and to try to keep people comir@pposition today.
to the races, and | welcome those initiatives. | say, ‘Well  For many months we have been putting to the Opposition
done! Keep it going, and try new and different ways of doingand to the other Parties that if we do not sell or lease ETSA
it.” However, unless we improve facilities for the punter whenwe, the Government, and therefore the taxpayers of this State,
we get them to the course, we will not get them there on avill be responsible for the upgrade of ETSA to make it at
regular basis and they will not return. That has to be oufeast competitive with interstate power suppliers. Today we
fundamental base—we must improve facilities for the puntehad the worst news ever. Under the headline ‘Big spender
when we get them there. dumps ETSA, an article in thAdvertiserannounced that
We must look carefully at the future direction of those Western Mining would be seeking a cheaper source of
three bodies and question whether there is some overlay heedectricity, and that cheaper source of electricity—
whether we have too many people in various organisations Members interjecting:
with differing but similar responsibilities and whether we  The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Goyder will
have too many people trying to steer the ship. With trottingresume his seat. The gathering of the members for Giles,
we have the South Australian Harness Racing Authority angkoss Smith and Norwood is out of order. | issue a caution to
Globe Derby. | understand that they are at loggerheads @gose three members.
well. It seems that the greyhound racing industry has the \jr MEIER: That cheaper source of electricity was not
simplest solution. It seems to have streamlined the adminigyoing to come from our own ETSA suppliers but rather from
tration of its code, and | congratulate it for the way itis goingvjictoria’s Yallourn Energy. Here is a classic example, a
about its business. . classic case, about which we warned the Labor Opposition:
| would like to conclude by saying that there are manyit e do not sell ETSA while it is at top price we will find
challenges out there—challenges that can be met only by thigat hig users of electricity, such as Western Mining (it could
Government showing an interest and some enthusiasm, agg|| be General Motors-Holden’s, Mitsubishi or other
by having a vision and showing some leadership. It musgompanies), will seek the cheapest electricity supply. No-one
fundamentally work side by side with people in the racinghas to tell me or this Parliament that, in years to come, the
industry to take us in to the next century, to show sOomeyerage consumer of electricity will seek out the cheapest
leadership and to make some of the big decisions that wilppliers.

make sure that racing is successful into the next century. One has to look only at the car industry. What is the
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable piggest selling small car in this country? Is it an Australian

member’s time has expired. built car? No, it happens to be a Hyundai Excel from Korea.

. . . | have nothing against that particular car, but | say that every
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Itwas not my intention to speak sale of that car means the creation of one less job in this

in this debate, because | fully support the Government’ : :
Supply Bill. However, some of the rubbish | have heard from%tate. Itis the natural way of people to seek the best possible

the Opposition during this debate has brought me to my feeE”T\;’ onbanyt_hmg,_ an_d e!ectncny is no different.

I cannot simply sit here and accept what has been put by emoers |.nterject|ng. L

members opposite. The importance of selling ETSA cannot M MEIER: We hear the interjections from the members

be over emphasised. If members opposite will not agree tgpposne— ) L

sell ETSA at least they should agree to lease it, because itis MS Breuer interjecting: _

the potential saviour for this State, as we can reduce our State The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Next time the member

debt by about $4 billion to $6 billion. We can virtually for Giles will receive a warning. . _

eliminate the $2 million per day interest bill that was imposed Mr MEIER: Those who interject fail to face up to reality.

on us by the former Labor Government. They do not want to acknowledge the fact that we must sell
What members opposite have said grieves me, and g(lease ET.S.A while it is a profitable organisation and while

shows me clearly that the democratic system we have in thitis worth billions of dollars. Already, as a result of Western

State does not work. It is a tragedy for the people of this StatMining’s decision, the sale price of ETSA has reduced

when members of the Labor Party in another place colludéignificantly, so the taxpayers will miss out. Itis therefore not

with members of the Australian Democrats and an IndependiUrprising that this very day we had announced what I would

ent or two and block legislation that is absolutely imperativecall the Rann tax, the Labor Party tax.

to this State. Mr Clarke: How long did it take you to think that up?
Mr Clarke: What did you do for 23 out of the past 30  Mr MEIER: Itis notatax in real terms:itis a charge on
years? the people of South Australia as a result of the ineptitude of

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for the Opposition, because it is determined to follow its inept
Goyder will resume his seat. The member for Ross Smith iseader—a person whom they should have dismissed some
out of order and is getting close to antagonising the Chair.time ago—but, like sheep, they follow him without thinking.

Mr MEIER: Thank you for your protection, Mr Acting Yes, we have some members—

Speaker. The member for Ross Smith does not antagonise Mr Clarke interjecting:
me. He asked what we did for the past 23 years. | will tellthe The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Ross Smith
honourable member that we did not oppose the determinatias warned.
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Mr MEIER: —such as the member for Hart who, both rethink its situation for the sake of all people in this State,
privately and some years ago, acknowledged that the sale bécause there is no doubt that this Government has made
assets is a very important way to reduce our debt. enormous strides indeed in the past five years. In fact, | hope

Mr Scalzi interjecting: that | will have the opportunity on another occasion to

Mr MEIER: The member for Hart obviously must be in highlight many of the developments that have occurred and
the minority, member for Hartley, because he has not had hihe achievements that we have made in the past five years.
way. | would hope, for the sake of the sale of ETSA— Oh yes, people expected us to perform miracles within the

Mr Scalzi interjecting: first 12 months. Well, that is not possible when the damage

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for has been done over some 11 to 12-plus years; it takes time.
Hartley has been cautioned before. He is now warned.  But now, after five years we are starting to see some of the

Mr MEIER: | had not even heard the member for Hartleyresults, and | believe that members will find that as the years
interjecting. | hope the member for Hart becomes the Leadego by we will see more and more results of our economic
soon so that he can exert his authority on the Labor Party andanagement and our endeavouring to maintain a situation
convince them that they absolutely must support the Goverrwhere we do not overspend, whereas year after year we
ment in the sale and/or the lease of ETSA, because it will beverspent. People could not care less. | remember senior
to the detriment of this State if they do not do so. We sawpublic servants coming to me saying, ‘John, someone has to
today, as | mentioned earlier, that Western Mining hasstep in and stop the Government doing what it is doing.’ That
decided to seek a cheaper supplier of electricity. We note thatas when the Labor Government was in power, and those
itis a $1 million a month business: that is $12 million a yearpeople were so thankful when we got into power. It had been
that we will miss out on, thanks to the Labor Party. Thanksan absolute tragedy for this State.
to the Labor Party for not agreeing to sell ETSA and thanks The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The gathering where
to the Labor Party for not allowing ETSA to be privatised andthe member for Norwood is out of her seat is generating a lot
become a competitive company in the way that it should beof noise and preventing the Chair from hearing the member

It is pathetic to listen to their arguments. In fact, they dofor Goyder.
not have any arguments. The Labor Party would not even Mr MEIER: Thank you for your protection, Mr Acting
know what to do if it was in government. During Question Speaker. As | indicated, | could highlight many of these
Time the question was posed to it either through interjectiondactors. In fact, | have a whole wad here that would probably
through the Premier or other Ministers answering questionkeep us going for an hour and a half, but I will not take this
They were asked, ‘What would be your policy?’ What wasopportunity now. | believe | have made my message very
their reaction? Opposition members had their heads bowed-elear: the Labor Party needs to rethink its position on the sale
they were like ostriches or emus with their heads in the sandnd/or lease of ETSA. | hope it will do so and therefore the
They were embarrassed, and | do not know why they keeBupply Bill and the announcements that have been made
supporting their Leader. Who is influencing them in thistoday in relation to this special one-off tax can be reversed
argument. They are hurting the people of South Australia andnd we can get back to some commonsense between both
it grieves me and, indeed, the majority of South Australianssides of politics.
| hope that the Opposition sees that it is very unwise in the
way in which it has ventured into this argument and debate Ms WHITE secured the adjournment of the debate.
and that Opposition members will change their minds.

There is no doubt and we make no secret of the factthat STATUTES AMENDMENT (RESTRAINING
our State needs more money. We cannot afford to pay the ORDERS) BILL
$2 million per day in interest. We cannot afford that, and we

need extra revenue if we want to keep up the services to OﬂmRecelved from the Legislative Council and read a first

hospitals, schools, police, roads, the environment and oth e
major projects that will help create jobs. CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION

Itis atragedy that during the last State election campaign (CONTAMINATION OF GOODS) AMENDMENT
the Opposition Leader indicated that he would seek to BILL

undertake a bipartisan approach with the Government. | tell
the House that, with one exception, namely, the Alice Springs e Legislative Council agreed to the amendments made

to Darwin railway line, which has been bipartisan since the,,, the House of Assembly without any amendment.
year 1910, he has been non-partisan and has simply beex

opposing, negative and the Dr No. He knows no answers to ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
the problems, and he simply hopes that he can hang on for
three years and make our legislating and our ability to balance The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
the budget very difficult by denying the option to sell ETSA. Services):| move:
This very day we have therefore had to announce increases That the House do now adjourn.
of $150 to $200 per annum to the average household power
bill so that we can continue to govern this State in the way Ms BREUER (Giles): First, | want to make a couple of
that we would like to govern it, in a way that will allow comments about the previous speaker’s comments. | believe
people to have maximum opportunity for health and educathe Government should question how long Western Mining
tion benefits, roads and proper police services and to ensunas committed to buy power from Victoria. It has made a
that we look after the environment and other projects. decision to buy power from Victoria, but is this a long-term
Itis a tragedy that we have had to get to this stage but, adecision? | believe that it is not, so it is a short-term decision.
the Premier today also announced, we would be happy tifthis Government were to build the power station at Whyalla
forgo any of those revenue increases if the Opposition agreedstead of its proposal at Pelican Point and if it considered the
to the sale or lease of ETSA. | hope the Opposition willarguments put forward for building the power station at
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Whyalla, | am sure that Western Mining would commit itself, What is political about that which is subversive political? As
as it has already stated in its proposal with BHP, to buildingan organisation, their vision and values are: to provide
a power station in Whyalla. | am sure that it would buy itseffective representation of their members’ interests and to
power from this power station. | have heard that mosbffer quality services, facilities and a diverse range of
members opposite oppose a power station at Whyalla becauaetivities primarily to their student members and, where
they believe that new transmission lines would have to bappropriate, to the university and broader communities. Their
built from Whyalla to Adelaide. | believe this is a fallacy. If vision is to anticipate and respond quickly and effectively to
they checked their facts a little more carefully, they wouldstudent needs, to new demands and environments; to service
find that there is no need for this, that we can go ahead with preferred supplier of student amenities within the uni-
transmitting this power from Whyalla. At every opportunity versity; to act as the primary catalyst for community life

I will push for the power station to be built at Whyalla. within the university; and to facilitate effective communica-

| now refer to an issue which | thought would be high- fion with and between the student body at all levels.

lighted in this House today but on which the Government has  In pursuing its mission and vision the Students Associa-
been deafening in its silence, namely, the Federal Educatidifn is committed to being open in its decision-making and
Minister’s proposal for the introduction of voluntary studentresponsiveness to input from students and other stakeholders;
unionism legislation and the proposal to abolish compulsorygtriving to achieve the highest standards in all its activities;
student unionism. | refer to this matter tonight because | havépholding appropriate ethical standards in all its dealings;
been approached by a number of people from my loca$upporting a participative organisation on workplace culture
campus of the University of South Australia, the Whyallawhich values staff and student effort and empowers leader-
campus, who are absolutely incensed at this proposal and wi8ip and team work to function to the benefit of all; to act in
are amazed that it has been proposed, especially when ygumanner consistent with principles of equity and social
consider what this country gets from its student unions. | anit!stice and to foster a culture that builds trust and a sense of
not sure, but there is a lot of misinformation about whatcommunity within the student body and the university. The
student unions do. University of South Australia Students Association provides

The University of South Australia Students Associationindepe.ndent assessment of university standards. Sincg its
establishment it has worked hard to foster a constructive

plays a vital role in students’ university experience. The glationship with the university.

services and amenities that it provides and funds enablé ) . L. . .
p The University of South Australia is the largest university

students to maximise their time at university in a very. - ;
positive and supportive environment. | know that at then South Australia, with over 24 000 undergraduate and post-

Whyalla campus it is essential that the student union is thefgraduate students on six campuses—and | refer particularly

to provide these services. The association has in place botfi the campus of Whyalla, the only country campus of a

strategic and business plans that guide all its decision makingﬁniversity in South Australia. | quote from a statement from

and it has a strong emphasis on maximising its responsiv&e Vice Chancellor, who says:
ness to the needs and interests of student members. The Student organisations have, for many years, been an integral part
University of South Australia Student Association is recog-Of the social and cultural life of Australian universities. They exist

P . . - provide: effective advocacy of student needs; essential services
nised by the university as the preferred provider of StUderg)nd facilities to student and campus committees; [and] activities
amenities. The association is able to offer a number of corgnich stimulate students’ intellectual, cultural and recreational

student support services funded through the collection of theinterests.

amenities fee. The Vice Chancellor and President of the University of South
In addition, it does not need to make a profit, and it meangwustralia totally supports the Students Association. The
that many of its services are offered at cost or are evebniversity of South Australia Students Association’s mission,
subsidised. The collection of amenities fees enables thésion and value statement is based on equality, social justice,
association to offer services which assist students to continugemocracy, the maintenance of the highest ethical standards
to study despite financial, academic, social or personaind the nurturing of campus culture. Anti-student organisa-
difficulties. It ensures the maximisation of educationaltion legislation would seriously weaken the University of
outcomes. It addresses the specific needs of students whisuth Australia’s ability to provide support and advocacy for
in education—and these needs are so varied. It assisstudents. The University of South Australia has not increased
students to make a better transition to higher education. Its amenities fees since 1993 and, in that time, substantial
enhances the university community and provides a bettémprovements have been made to services available to
standard of life for the members of that community. students. | believe that the model from the Federal Minister
If anti-student organisation legislation is introduced, it will IS based on the Western Australian system, where they had

impact significantly upon the quality of the education@n 85 per cent cut in funds. This would close the student
experience of all Australian higher education studentsServices associations in South Australia.

Increasingly, institutions are looking to student organisations Why is the Federal Government planning on doing this?
to provide student services, recognising that they play a keyoelieve itis an attack because the student associations have
role both in the prevention of student drop out and thecriticised the Federal Government and, like ATSIC, they are
enhancement of their experience at university. This igiow threatened with funding cuts. Such action would see the
particularly vital at country campuses where there are mangeath of student associations, minimal non-academic campus
difficulties for students. | refer to the University of South activities such as leisure clubs, sporting activities, employ-
Australia Students Association Mission Statement: ment, accommodation, loans and other welfare services and
significantly diminish university experience for all students.

The University of South Australia Students Association strive At .
to improve the quality of student life by providing services andSThe legislation would also impact on over 95 permanent and

facilities, promoting diverse student activities and representing-00 casual jobs, and those people would be forced to join the
student interests to the university and broader communities. jobless queues. Notwithstanding the negative outcomes that
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would be felt on the six campuses of this university, thisstandard. My Federal colleague commented on the fact that,
severely negative legislation would make a mockery ofquite often, we as Liberal Party members have had our
Australia’s endeavours to market its university programs ancheetings in that supper room and that the council has
quality campus culture on the international arena, and sdecided, in its wisdom, to paint it in a predominantly blue
many of our universities are now relying on overseas studentslour which he thought was most appropriate. Far be it from
to come into our universities. | believe it is an appallingme to comment on the wisdom of their selection of colours,
attack on the future of our universities, and | am interested itout | certainly have no objection to their selection. It has
finding out from the Minister what will be the South Aust- come up very well and it is a credit to all concerned.
ralian Government’s approach to this legislation. The previous week, the Minister for Police visited my
electorate for the better part of two days. In fact, he also went
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Yesterday, | had the privilege of to Minlaton. I thank him very sincerely for making the time

attending the opening of the new council chambers for Yorkéo come not only to Minlaton but also to Maitland and
Peninsula Council at Minlaton. As members would be awareardrossan.

many of our councils in South Australia have undergone Members interjecting:
amalgamations during the past two years—in fact, starting The ACTING SPEAKER: | remind the member for Lee
just over two years ago. One of the councils that amalgamathat interjections are out of order.
ed to a greater extent than most councils was the District Mr MEIER: |thank him sincerely for taking the time to
Council of Yorke Peninsula. The council consists of thevisit the electorate of Goyder. It was his third visit in a
former councils of Central Yorke Peninsula, Minlaton, relatively short time. Part of the reason for his visit was
Yorketown and Warooka. So, four councils came together teomplaints from constituents about the police presence on
form one council. Yorke Peninsula. That derives to some extent from the fact
I must say that | did not believe that an amalgamation othat Yorke Peninsula was one of the very few regions that
that size and extent would occur. In fact, | remember whegombined under the recent policy to amalgamate police
we were discussing the benefits of council amalgamationgrecincts. We combined with the Barossa region, so we now
that | said to one of the CEOs that | assumed there woulflave one Chief Inspector looking after both the Barossa and
probably be three councils on Yorke Peninsula. | envisage¥orke Peninsula regions whereas previously we had our own
there would be probably a combination of Yorketown,Chief Inspector.
Warooka and Minlaton; Central Yorke Peninsula would stay  Before Christmas there were problems in the northern part
as itwas; and the former council of Northern Yorke Peninsul@f Yorke Peninsula and, again, | thank the Minister for
and Wallaroo, together with the councils of Bute and Portoming personally to see what the problems were. | believe
Broughton, would form another council. How wrong | was. that many, if not all, of those have been sorted out. We will
Three councils were formed, but they were not the counciltet the Minister know if they continue. There are real
that | envisaged. In fact, four councils from Central andproblems on Central Yorke Peninsula and one of the key
Southern Yorke Peninsula came together; in the northerreasons was that Maitland and Ardrossan were short of
area, Northern Yorke Peninsula and Wallaroo amalgamateggblice. Ardrossan did not have police officers for some time
to form the Copper Coast Council; and Port Broughton anéind Maitland had only one officer instead of two. That was
Bute amalgamated to form Buronga West Council. Thus, weecause the position at Maitland was subject to appeal. The
had the formation of those three councils. reason with respect to Ardrossan was that the police officer
One of the problems with Yorke Peninsula Council washad taken 12 months maternity leave.
that the meetings were held at Maitland in the northern part. The people at Maitland were very upset about a rash of
It was a problem for those people who lived in the southerrbreak-ins, and | can understand that. It appears that it came
part. They had extensive distances to cover and not only didown to one or two persons who broke into many, many
it take them time, but it was a significant cost. The councilresidences in a town which, generally speaking, is fairly free
decided in its wisdom that it would establish a new councilof break-ins and robberies. The police were not able to track
chambers at Minlaton and | went to the opening yesterdayhem. What upset people was that a second police officer had
It was very auspicious occasion. The council had its normahot been appointed to Maitland. The simple reason for that
meeting day, and | was joined by the member for Wakefieldwas that the appeal process was under way, and that took
Neil Andrew, who is now Speaker of the House of Representime. Under the old Act it could be a matter of years before
tatives, and also by the Vice President of the Local Governan appeal was sorted out. Therefore, every member in this
ment Association, Councillor Brian Hearn, who was repreHouse should be delighted that the Liberal Government
senting the President of the Local Government Associatiorrought in the new police legislation, which has scaled down
Councillor Rosemary Craddock. the appeal process so it is relatively short. | would hope that,
| would like to thank the District Council of Yorke once the regulations are through, the Act receives the
Peninsula for the hospitality extended to us. We were mad@overnor’s proclamation and becomes law, these problems
to feel very welcome. | was delighted that the partners of thevill not occur. If they do, it will only be a matter of weeks,
councillors were also invited to witness this auspiciousnot months. That is another great achievement of this
occasion to formally dedicate the room as a council chambeGovernment.
In earlier times, it had been the supper room of the Minlaton | thank the Minister for Police, | thank the council very
Town Hall and both my Federal colleague Neil Andrew andmuch for its hospitality and | congratulate it on establishing
| know that supper room very well. its new council chambers at Minlaton. Yorke Peninsula is
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: very much a go-ahead place. We have a lot to offer but we
Mr MEIER: Yes, the Minister for Human Services need a lot of assistance, too. However, we are making great
knows it well because | remember when he, as Premier of thistrides and | thank all Ministers who have shown an interest
State, visited Yorke Peninsula and we were entertained in that Yorke Peninsula. | certainly will continue to push for
room. It has certainly been brought up to an excellentforke Peninsula.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member’s time has expired. | remind members that speaking
times in the House are expressed in terms of maximum times,
not minimum times.

Motion carried.

At 9.35 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
3 March at 2 p.m.



