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that enhancing regional development is not just about the
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Government spending more money in the regions—it is about

improving relationships between Government and those

Wednesday 3 March 1999 trying to get their regions moving to establish better partner-
ships and outcomes.
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at I look forward to announcing further aspects of the

Government's response and call on the Opposition to support
Government activities which encourage and enhance the

VERMONT COMMUNITY KINDERGARTEN development of South Australia’s all important regional
communities and economies.

A petition signed by 92 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government to continue HAMMOND, Dr L.

the 1998 level of funding to the Vermont Community The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-

Kindergarten throughout 1999 was presented by Mr Conlon. ! S
Peti?ion receiveg P y ment Enterprises): | seek leave to make a ministerial

statement.
FAIRBANKS-VORWERK ROADS INTERSECTION Leave granted.
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: In the House yesterday,
A petition signed by 2 005 residents of South Australiain responding to a question from the member for Napier, |
requesting that the House urge the Government to order ttiabled a document detailing all the payments to Dr Laurie
redesign and reconstruction of the intersection of Fairbankdammond as | had been informed.
and Vorwerk Roads in the District Council of Grant was  An honourable member: Have you found more?

2 p.m. and read prayers.

presented by Mr McEwen. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, absolutely not. | wish
Petition received. to correct a minor typographical error, which in no way alters
either the amounts paid or the purpose to which they were
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT applied. In respect of the subsequent consultancy payments,

the Government Business Enterprise Ownership Consultancy
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | seek leave s attributed to the University of Adelaide rather than the
to make a ministerial statement. Department of Premier and Cabinet. This was a simple
Leave granted. transposition error, for which | apologise.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Regional development is
particularly important to the State of South Australia and this LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Government is strongly committed to enhancing the econom-
ic and social well-being of rural communities. We recognise  Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | bring up the ninth report of
the contribution of regional economies to the State, wdhe committee and move:
recognise the importance of regional communities and we That the report be received and read.
recognise the importance of having a healthy social infra-  notion carried.
structure. The Regional Development Task Force was \;r cONDOUS: | bring up the tenth report of the
established late last year to conduct extensive consultationgmmittee and move:
with representatives of regional communities, local govern-
ment and business. This Government strongly believes that ] ]
extensive consultation with the people actually involved is Motion carried.
vitally important, but is equally important to implement

That the report be received.

policies and actions which address their concerns. QUESTION TIME
A report released last week by the Human Rights Com-
missioner talked about the large number of problems in the EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY

bush, however he did not take up the challenge to suggest
ways to address them. The Premier today received an interim The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Can
report from the Regional Development Task Force. Thehe Minister for Emergency Services confirm that, on top of
Government will consider the recommendations of thishe $100 million tax measure announced yesterday, South
interim report and conduct further consultations with the tasldustralians will face an extra $110 million emergency
force before receiving the final report in April. services levy to be introduced from 1 July this year and, if not
However, in immediate response to the interim findings$110 million, exactly how much will be collected through the
I wish to announce that an Office of Regional Developmentevy? More than a year ago, the Government first announced
will be established within my portfolio to take responsibility plans for the new levy to be raised from 1 July this year. The
for the coordination of Government actions. In addition, aGovernment's Emergency Services Fund Committee reported
Regional Development Council will be established as an May last year that to adequately cover a range of emergen-
partnership between Government and the community to assisy services plus the requirements of the new Government
in the advancement of regional development in this Stateadio system, the levy would need to raise $110 million per
This council builds on the model of the Food for the Futureyear. That figure was established before the Government
Council, which very successfully blends the energies of thennounced that the radio network cost had blown out to
business community and all levels of government intd$250 million.
coordinated action. The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | think the most
An important theme in the interim report is that regionalimportant thing about this question is the fact that our
development is not just about economic development, an@overnment is getting on with the job of ensuring that there
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is a sustainable future and a commitment to get on with The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for
looking after, first, the lives of South Australians and,continuing to interject when | called him to order. Let us have
secondly, their property. Whilst | would expect that thesome silence and stop this interjecting and conversations
Opposition Leader would want to run around all over theacross the Chamber when one of his own colleagues is
place spreading innuendo, as he always does, let us getstanding on his feet behind him waiting to speak.

couple of things right about the emergency services levy.

First, that levy will replace aad hocand disjointed system, Mr CONLON (Elder): Thank you for your protection,
which is virtually a dog’s breakfast, of looking after emergen-Mr Speaker. My question is also directed to the Minister for
cy services with regard to the South Australian communityEmergency Services.

This levy is a dedicated levy. It will pick up the fact that Members interjecting:

30 per cent of the people— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart will come
Members interjecting: to order.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elder will come Mr CONLON: How much money collected annually
to order. through the emergency services levy will go to pay for the

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: —in this State do not $250 million Government radio network? When plans for the
contribute. That is not fair; that is not equitable; and this levylevy were first announced, the then Minister indicated that
is all about ensuring that we take on the responsibilities tha@art of the levy would go towards the cost of the new radio
have been highlighted for 16 years and were not addressé@twork, which was quoted then as being in excess of
by the Opposition. $120 million. In its report last May, the Emergency Services

Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. Fund Committee indicated that $30 million ayearlwould have
Standing Order 98 provides that the Minister must answer th® 9o from the levy each year towards the radio network.
substance of the question without getting into debate. However, since that report,_the Government h_as revealed that

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair takes the point of the total network cost has jumped to $250 million.
order fairly seriously. | ask the member to come back to the The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | am pleased that at

Members interjecting: to do something that it did not do when it was in government
The SPEAKER: Order! for 11 years, that is, address serious issues such as the

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: When all the work has Government radio network. Clearly, as it stands now, the
been completed, I will be happy to report to the Parliamenf2di0 Network has been breaking down all over the State. We
on what the new levy will cost. are committed to improving it from an emergency services

point of view. In the fullness of time, when | make a state-
GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK ment to the Parliament about the levy, you will hear what will
happen.

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister
for Information Economy indicate— JOBS WORKSHOPS

Members interjecting: g i
i . . Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Employ-
The SPEAKElR' Order! | issue a general waming 10 mant advise the House of any employment initiatives as a
everyone on my left. _ result of the jobs workshops debate?
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: —to the House the  rpgpon M.K. BRINDAL: Asmembers on this side of
accuracy or otherwise of statements made by the member fgto House are aware. this Government is committed to

Hartin relation to the funding provisions of the Governmentyy e ating real jobs for South Australians. | note that last night

radio network? the Leader of the Opposition in a bipartisan way agreed that

Members interjecting: o ~ the most important thing on the agenda for all South Aust-
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister can answer this as rajians is jobs—and real jobs.

he sees fit, but | do not believe that the Minister is responsible The jobs workshops, as members know, were a great

for the remarks and opinions of the member for Hart. success and they generated some excellent policy initiatives,

The Hon. M.-H. ARMITAGE: As always, the Speaker among them the establishment of an Employment Council.
has identified the nub of the matter. | in no way intend to beyn|ike those opposite and, in particular, unlike the member
responsible for the statements of the member for Hart. Thigyr Hart—and | ask the member for Hart whether he has
morning on 5AA, the member for Hart, in his role as shadowyorked out how to operate his disc yet; he seems to have had
Treasurer— a lot of trouble—this Government has policies aimed at

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. helping South Australians to get a job, policies which focus
The member for Bragg has clearly asked the Minister abou$n generating employment and policies which encourage
the accuracy of a report in the media, namely Radio 5AA; hemployers to take on more people. Our policies are designed
is not responsible to the House for what a member of th@y |ocal people for local people and we think that South
Opposition said on 5AA. Australians know what is best for them. We do not just adapt

The SPEAKER: Yes; and | believe that the Minister sloppy or snappy slogans such as ‘Labor listens’—
confirmed that. On that basis, | withdrew leave for the Mr Foley: ‘Going all the way’!

continuation of the question and call on the member for The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Well, the point is that we get

Elder. out there. We not only say we listen: we actually hear what
Members interjecting: is being said to us and then we act on it. Members opposite
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart willcome can say what they like. Their record is on the board for

to order. everyone to see: ours is being written as we speak, but we are

Mr Foley interjecting: actually doing something, not just talking about doing
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something. No Plan Rann cannot even plagiarise his State and BAKER, Hon. S.J.

Federal colleagues’ Labor policies. He has to traverse the

globe looking for a policy. Bob Carr will not talk to him, Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the

because they have nothing in common. Deputy Premier. Did the previous Treasurer, Stephen Baker,
Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. mislead the people of South Australia and the Parliament

Standing Order 98 provides that the Minister should answeP0ut the budget brought down by the Olsen Government

the substance of the question and not enter into argumentP€fore the last State election— ,
. . . The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: Why don’t you go and ask
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order at this time. pjm?

The Minister is still staying within Standing Orders, butlask  \vr FOLEY: —1I just might do that, Ingo—when the

him to keep to them. previous Treasurer said that the budget for that year would
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Sir, itis, as you say, within be in a small surplus, that tax increases would not be needed

Standing Orders. Bob Carr plans to privatise electricity. Boknd that the budget was on track?

Carr realises how important that is to his State—what it will The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: On a point of order, Sir, |

do to create real employment opportunities—so the Leadeto not believe that any member of this House is responsible

of the Opposition will not be borrowing his policies. Kim for actions of a member who is no longer part of this House.

Beazley cannot be tainted with those opposite, so Rann has The SPEAKER: The Chair would like the member for

no choice but to attempt to fill his policy void with trips to Hart to put the question again to the Chamber.

see Tony Blair. Mr FOLEY: Thank you for the opportunity to replay my

With what policies did the Leader of the Opposition returnduestion, Sir. My question is to the Deputy Premier. Did the

after five days at 10 Downing Street? Labor appears to haJd/€Vious Treasurer, Stephen Baker, mislead the people of
retained nothing, to have learned nothing, to have no plan a uth Australia and the Parliament about the budget brought

to have no new idea. Since then we have heard nothing nefpW" by the Olsen Government Just bgfore the last State
coming from Labor. One wonders how Tony Blair reacted to? ection when the previous Treasurer said that the budget for
the visit. Who is it who wanted to meet him? For how |ongthat year would be in a small surplus, that tax increases would

did he meet with him? He certainly did not come back withn0t be needed and that the budget was on track? _
any new ideas. While Rann is searching for policies— The SPEAKER: The question is out of order on the basis

. | of his lack of responsibility—
The SPEAKER: Order! Would the honourable member, ;- Fgley: | can understand why they would not want to

in referring to members opposite, please use their electoratgs,s\yer that question.

or titles. The SPEAKER: That is not the point. The Chair is only
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: interested in the technicalities of the Standing Orders. The
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not need assistance from the Chair has ruled accordingly. . .
P The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, surely this
Leader of the Opposition. L -
. . Government has responsibility for its own budget, unless they
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: While this Leader of the \yant to walk away from it right now.
_Opposition_ is searching_ f_or policie_s, this G_overnment IS The SPEAKER: Order! The question was specifically
implementing them—policies that will create jobs for Southprased in reference to Mr Stephen Baker, a former member
Australians, jobs for our kids, and policies that will free Up o this House. and the Chair has ruled accordingly.
employment, giving the employment market and business the '
opportunity to employ more staff. GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK
As well as announcing the establishment of the Employ- - .
ment Council, we have announced the introduction of the 1€ Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister
Youth Pathways program, which will amalgamate thefor In_fqrma'uon Economy inform the_ House abgut the funding
Regional Towns and Community at Work program to formProvisions of the Government .radlo network’
the Working Towns program and encourage employment in 1 he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for

regional South Australia. Bragg for his question about a very important issue. | make
D the point in answering the question about the funding
An honourable member interjecting: provisions of the Government radio network contract that |

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The interjection from have been consistent in the past in referring matters related
opposite was, ‘What about Clarks Shoes?’ Well, |, like evenyto the specifics of the contract to the Hon. Robert Lawson as
colleague on this side of the House, regret greatly what hdglinister for Administrative Services—a practice which |
happened at Clarks Shoes, but what did this Government dally intend to continue. Having said that, | am pleased to
about Clarks Shoes? It did everything possible to retain thanswer the question because this question is not about the
jobs; so did the workers down there. Everybody in this Stat@etwork itself but about the funding provisions of the network
put their back to the wheel and tried their best. In the endand the credibility of the shadow Treasurer—the same would
management made a decision, as management is entitledie Treasurer whose well known statements about his support
make a decision, but it does not fall to the discredit of thisfor privatisation and asset sales were made quite clear to this
Government that it got out there and tried; neither does it falHouse yesterday in quoting his previous statements.
to the discredit of any worker at Clarks that they increased | consider that the member for Hart and the Leader of the
their productivity by 30 per cent. Rather than sit there dayOpposition have demonstrated considerable naivety in the
after day saying, ‘What about Clarks Shoes?’ and chortlingpast 24 hours by demanding to see the $247 million Govern-
about the misery of South Australians, let them get on withment radio network identified in the last budget. They have
the job; let them help us to create real jobs for South Austeonveniently overlooked a number of facts. The first fact is
ralians instead of indulging in cheap political tricks. that the Government radio network contract is a seven year
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contract; | repeat—a seven year contract. | am quite sure thatmself that Labor listens. Why was he not listening? In those

whilst the shadow Treasurer and Leader of the Oppositiodays—

claim to have been diligent in looking through our budget Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. The

papers, | challenge them to look through the budget papeissue is about relevance. It was a question about statements

of the Bannon Government when the present Leader of themade on the radio and not about issues relating to the State

Opposition was both the Minister and a senior adviser and thBank.

Arnold budget when the member for Hart was a senior Members interjecting:

adviser, and see there whether there is any provision for the The SPEAKER: Order! The last sentence of the

GRNC. Minister's explanation strayed into debate and | ask him to
Mr CONLON: On a point of order, Sir, your having ruled come back to the question.

that the Government is not responsible for the former The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Thank you, Sir. For the

Treasurer, | do not think the Minister can be said to havenember for Hart's benefit, that was the question that was

responsibility for Treasurers or Premiers that preceded himuled out of order and we are not answering that question.
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. Returning to the theme, | wonder how the present Leader of

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Thank you, Sir. If they did the Qpposition felt on that final day. There_had been two
that, they would find there was no entry there because thejfiefings already about the State Bank going wrong and
never commenced the project. They simply ignored all th&€@using such financial pain. Every person other than the
warnings and did not instigate the project as a result of th&abinet of South Australia was in those days hearing the dogs
Coroner's report. There is no entry, despite the running dowRa7king that things were wrong because the bank was being
of the emergency services networks, inexorably, over ysed as a source of last resort around Australia. That is why
number of years whilst they were in Government. They digVe insured people in Hawaii and why we insured—
not make a provision, despite various proposals, studies, Members interjecting:
reports, consultancies and so on. In almost 10 years they 1he SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder for
never commenced the project. Interjecting. _

Fact two. Even if they had started the project, they would 1€ Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Itis why we owned golf
not have identified the full and complete cost of the project,Courses In QL_Jeen_sIand and why we had been—
including the contingencies, the foreign exchange, the Members interjecting: L
training and so on, as we are doing in our costings. It simply 1€ SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader for interject-
was not within their nature to do so. As every South Aust-"9: . .
ralian knows, to their most unfortunate personal economic 1 he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: = —involved in horse
detriment, an absolute disaster befell South Australia’%as'ng and so on instead of providing police, doctors,
economic future under the Bannon and Arold LaborosPital beds, education and so on. | just wonder how the
Governments. The economic damage caused by '[heirwrong-eacler of the Opposition felt during those days when he
headed, no learning sort of style—perhaps fiscal mismanag&9Uld see South Australia’s future ebbing away. Maybe some
ment—is not lost on any South Australian. We cannot los@ the media might ask him so that it is not a hypothetical
sight of the fact that both the current Leader and the Leadéfuestion but a direct question. So, fact 3: all members
in waiting were central to those State Bank disasters. ~ OPPOSite seem to forget—as evidenced by some of their

gesions oy ettt e s e Goskon
Op-lp;ggit'i_'oonnlnl\{léré ﬁigﬂrLzAc;EbostET;io#eai? hgfw;hse ng RNC. That does not suit their picture today so they change

) their line.
responsible. Let us face the fact that, of the 47 members in P
this Chamber, only one person was sitting around the Cabinet Members interjecting:

. . . o S The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: On radio today the
table who had any immediately identifiable role in fixing the ember for Hart was saying that the power bill increases are

State Bank disaster before it caused these economic woes @rpay for the GRNC, which is completely opposite to what

South Australia. It was not anyone on this side of th " : o
. o e Opposition was saying not long ago. If the Opposition
Chamber and was, indeed, the Leader of the Opposmon.tgok the time, first, to read the budget and—

have asked hypothetically before: | wonder how the Leader b A
of the Opposition felt on the first day when he was sitting in q.ﬂgeF(g;yE'Rtfg;?tg?der, The member for Hart knows
Cabinet around the table and in came the briefing frorTE)etterthan to display items in the Chamber.

presumably the Treasurer to say, ‘Look, it is really terrible. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: If members of the

X\:guhna:jvle lost $1.5 billion.” | wonder how he felt next time gpdpostition did talt(he the timlg to read _it art]g t;) unders_ft_an(;j tl?e
i . . udget process, they would recognise that a specific dollar

Ms HURLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | 5045t for this seven year project cannot be provided until
wonder what is the relevance of this history lesson irng cp 5 time as the tender process has been completed and
answering the question. ) ) negotiations are under way. But | refer the member for Hart

The SPEAKER: Order! What is your point of order? You an the Leader of the Opposition to Budget Paper 2, Table
do not have a point of order. . 1.3 on page 1-5, which states:

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Thanky'o.u, Sir. Iwonder The Government has also made provision for a Government radio
how the present Leader of the Opposition felt when theetwork and computer aided dispatch system that will be of
second briefing was given to Cabinet. How did he feel at thagignificant benefit to the emergency services areas, in particular,
stage as Minister for Youth Employment, | believe, with because of the commonality of the system across these areas.
figures like 35 per cent of youth unemployed? Not only had Mr Foley interjecting:
he failed in that but he had also failed in his true fiscal duty The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for
to South Australians. The Leader of the Opposition prideshe second time for disrupting the House.
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An honourable member: Hear! Hear! There are also some opportunities for regional develop-
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not need any help from my ment under some Federal schemes or joint Federal-State
right, whoever that was. schemes; for example, the regional telecommunications

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It is clear that this infrastructure fund, in relation to which | know the Minister
Government has heeded the call of the Coroner from 19839r Government Enterprises has a keen interest in trying to
unlike the previous Government, which sat on its hands anglet more affordable telecommunication costs to regional
did absolutely nothing. At the end of all this discussion, whaiSouth Australia. Approximately $26.5 million was originally

is not clear to me— allocated for that scheme. South Australia has already
Ms Hurley interjecting: benefited to the tune of around $8 million under that scheme,
The SPEAKER: Order! and obviously the Government and various agencies are

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Despite all the noise from WOrking with companies to try to get the best long-term

the Opposition benches opposite, what is not clear to me genefit for regional South Australia through that scheme.
whether the Opposition is in favour of or against the provi- ~Under the rail reform program, in which the member for

sion of a Government radio network to ensure the safety dBragg has had a significant interest being the chair of that
South Australians. | have not heard them at any stage s@pmmittee, approximately $18 million was allocated. There
that, despite 11 years of ignoring this problem, which hags still about $5 million or $6 million up for grabs under that

been identified in the Coroner’s report— particular scheme. That has been successful for bringing
Ms Hurley interjecting: around 600 jobs, both direct and indirect, to the regions.
The SPEAKER: | warn the Deputy Leader. It is important to point out that it is not only the big

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | have not heard one projects that are funded under the various schemes. It is
member of the Opposition say, ‘This is a good idea to protednteresting to look at a lot of the small South Australian
South Australians.’ | look forward to that actually occurring. companies that have been assisted in the various regions.

Mr Conlon interjecting: Sometimes there are criticisms of the program; for example,
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder for it only chases the big fish, if you like, with industry attraction
the second time. or assistance. However, some small companies are assisted

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: In looking forward to that and for the interest of members of the House | will give some
occurring—an admission from the Opposition that protectin@*@mples.
South Australians is a good idea—I make the point that the Through assistance a wine industry company within the
ETSA power bill increases do not pay for the GovernmenMonarto area created 15 jobs with an investment of about
radio network, they pay for the Opposition’s State Bank$1 million; in Murray Bridge, a pig industry was assisted,
disaster. involving only six jobs but important jobs to the people who
have them; Irrigation Products at Murray Bridge was assisted
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT in the creation of 25 jobs and it invested about $1.5 million;
through value adding in the potato industry, a company at
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Minister for  pinnaroo was assisted with 40 jobs and an investment of
Industry and Trade advise the House what the Governmegbmething like $4 million; in Lameroo, stock food produc-
is doing to support regional development in South Australiaion, 12 jobs and an investment of about $1.2 million; in the
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: Certainly, everyone in the House South-East there was development with export packaging,
would recognise the honourable member's strong commitsheds and a cool storage facility, 23 jobs, about $800 000;
ment to development in the regions. As the Minister forand in the Murraylands area, coolroom and packaging, 10
Industry and Trade | welcome the interim report of thejobs and about $.5 million.

Regional Development Task Force and certainly the SUgges- |y is interesting to see that a wide range of companies from
tions of establishing an Office of Regional Development anda” different sectors in the regions are invested in and

gcou_ncn_ fotrhStat_e _drteve_ltl)prtn(t-:-nt, ast(zﬁtlltnhed by (tjhe Del_put ncouraged to develop. Itis not all 200 jobs here or 400 jobs
remiér in theé ministerial statement that heé made earlier. oo They are not the biggest industries in the State.

think the structure suggested is very similar to the Food fof portantly though, they are existing South Australian

thet.Fulturg gtratteg%: Wth'.CT IS selenk?s a sgicess I|<r'] hBlisinesses, small businesses, that all contribute to the well-
particular industry. Lertainly, we look forward 10 WOrking neing of regional South Australia. While the Government has
with the coun_(:ll and the Oﬁ'C? to provide further regionaly 54 some big successes in regional South Australia, such as
development in South Australia. the Berris or the Big-Ws at Monarto—and we are working
Currently, as the honourable member would know,ih Kistler at Woomera, which is around 130 to 180 jobs—it

14 regional boards are funded by DIT and there has been;a important to recognise that lots of small companies in
slow transition of a new resource agreement with the boardso,th Australia have been assisted in the regions.

The country board funding has increased from $150 000 to . .

$170 000 per annum on a three to one funding share with The SPEAKER: Order! Is my intention to make two calls
local government. Metropolitan boards have seen a fundinff MY I€ft to balance the number of questions.

increase of approximately $40 000 to $60 000 on a one to two

funding share arrangement with local government. On GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK

average, over five years, the board structure has supported

outcomes along the lines of about 320 jobs per annum Mr FOLEY (Hart): Is the Minister for Emergency
retained, which is about 1 600 or 1 590 jobs per annum bein§ervices now concerned that the Minister for Information
created and investment somewhere around $70 milliorEconomy has today admitted in this House that the Govern-
Certainly, the regional development boards have been quitment radio network contract is not budgeted for in this budget
successful since their creation in the work that they are doingnd is not funded?
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The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: There is one thing that creates a fund, reduces the debt, reduces the interest, which
I am concerned about and that is ensuring that withirallows us to spend more money on ongoing things, and
emergency services we have a radio network that will workremoves the risk that we face, or members opposite can keep

Members interjecting: to the line it has taken and we have increased power prices,

The SPEAKER: Order on my left! as was announced yesterday. We can go without the fund and

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The Government is the economic activity and the jobs that that creates. We can
getting on with the job of putting that Government radio continue the high debt. We could have high interest and we
network in place of which a significant portion will be very can go into some risks of State Bank proportions like the
valuable to every volunteer, every paid firefighter and.abor Party took us to before. The choice is clearly with the
emergency services officer in my portfolio. That is what | amOpposition Parties.
concerned about. That is where my duty of care is. | will
support all the way a contract and a network to be put in GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK
place—which you failed to put in place for 11 years.

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): My question—
ELECTRICITY TARIFFS Members interjecting:
) ) ) The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert will

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Thatis shocking. My next question gme to order.
Is directed to the Deputy Prgmlgr. . Mrs PENFOLD: Can the Minister for Emergency

An honourable me.mber.mterjectlng. . Services advise the House of the benefits of the Government

Mr FOLEY: Well, it confirms what we have been saying ;4 4io network?
for the past 48 hours. The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | thank the member

Th? SPEAKER: Order! The member will ask his for Flinders for her question. | know that she has an intense—
question. M L S

r Koutsantonis interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: Given that ETSA Corporation’s 1998 )
Annual Report states that in 1997-98 the corporation achieved 1N® SPEAKER: Order! I warn the member for Peake.

arecord operating profit after tax, a record operating revenue 1n€ Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | know that the

of over $1 billion and a 35 per cent increase in Capita|memberfor Flinders has an intense interest in the.Govern-
spending, how does the Government now justify using thahent radio network contract because, as an active hard-
pretext of ETSASs capital works budget for the OlsenWorking member for Eyre Peninsula, she is only too well
Government's $100 million tax increase? The Treasurer@ware of the fact that the current system fails to deliver for
press statement of yesterday states that tax will, and | quotMergency services on Eyre Peninsula. With respect to the
‘help fund maintenance, repair and other capital expenditur8Uestion about the emergency services side of the Govern-

on our generators and other electricity businesses'—despif8ent radio network contract, the simple answer is that this
$300 million provided for in the Budget. new network contract will allow us to be able to save lives.

The SPEAKER: | presume that the Deputy Premier is | would have thought that anyone who was interested ip the
replying on behalf of the Premier. welf_are of the South Australian community would _bg _rlght
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Yes. Basicall, what the beh_md our Government when we _have s_hown the initiative,
Treasurer is referring to is the fact that, because we are nd{€ intestinal fortitude and got on with the job that the Leader
selling ETSA and we are holding onto it, there are additionaf! the Opposition and the Opposition in general when they
costs. But what seems to have happened over the [a4re in Governmentwould not get on with.
24 hours since the Treasurer announced the power price Mr Conlon interjecting:
increases is that the shadow Treasurer has gone to great The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will resume his
lengths to try to get away from the stark choice that has beegeat. | warn the member for Elder for the third and last time.
put to the Labor Party of whether or not we sell and we dothe The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | know that the
things that follow from the sale, or whether we keep it and weDpposition is continually getting more and more upset when
have the power increase and whatever else. He has talkédsees this Government getting scores on the board, getting
about a range of things. This is one which is to muddy thgobs, projects and rebuilding South Australia. And of course
water, to get away from the absolute starkness of the choigaembers of the Opposition want to make a joke of it, because
that faces the Opposition. they are embarrassed. They are as embarrassed as the colour
I do not know how the PSA and the Fire Brigade peopleof the red of the jackets that a lot of them have on, which
and a few others, would think in relation to this, but theshows the true colour of the Labor Party—sit back there in
Minister for Government Enterprises mentioned this morninghe 1950s, do nothing, say nothing that is constructive and let
that the shadow Treasurer had said that the Government radiais State run down. Well, we are not about this.
network blow-out was part of this. That was one of his In 1983, as a member of the CFS, | happened to be
tactics. The other aspect that a few of the unions might benwolved in the Ash Wednesday fires—and it is a pity that
interested in is the fact that he also blamed the wages blovgome of those on the other side were not involved. We were
out for the fact that we need to collect another $100 million.out there trying to do our level best to save lives and property
The Leader was out on the steps the other day supportirend we had a radio network that absolutely failed. In fact, at
wage increases, and | believe that, like power, wheré¢he end of the day, we had to turn that radio network off. The
Opposition members come from the Bob Carr side of thingsvhole thing was jammed, we could not get a direction from
to some extent, they may feel the same as members on thigeadquarters, we could not get a direction from our group
side about some of the wage increases that are asked for.officer in region one and we could not even talk to our other
Basically, the Opposition is trying to ignore the choice,trucks to see what was happening down the road. Some
and the starkness of this choice will not go away by themembers might think that that is fun, but you come out there
Opposition clouding it. We can either have the sale, whichn a situation like Ash Wednesday and you see what you
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offered up to us as emergency services workers when you The SPEAKER: Order!
were in control in 1983. On top of that, nothing was done— Mr CONLON: —and | do not see why | should have to

An honourable member interjecting: put up with it.

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Who said it's rubbish? The SPEAKER: Order! The member is out of order. The
There is no rubbish about this fact. You go and talk to thenember has an argument with the Chair and has to justify his
emergency services workers who were there in 1983 and askasons for continuing to interject after the Chair brings him
them how supportive— to order. The Chair is not interested in the arguments that are

Mr HILL: | rise on a point of order. The Minister keeps going on to and fro across the Chamber so much as the fact
referring to the Opposition as ‘you’. | believe that is out of of the deliberate flouting of the authority of the Chair when
order. members are brought to order. Does the member have

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order and ask that anything else to say in explanation?

the honourable member refer either to the Opposition or to  Mr CONLON: Yes, Mr Speaker. | do not think that my

specific members. . interjections have been any more disruptive than the dopey
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The do nothing—  answers we have been getting in Question Time today.
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! | do not think the member is

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much audible he|p|ng the situation at the moment.
conversation and interruption going on.
The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Minister for Govern-
ment Enterprises.

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The do nothing The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
Opposition members may well smile, but I would recommendrhere has been vigorous debate and interchange on both sides
that they go out and speak to those people who had to worgs the House today, as there was yesterday, with persistent
back in 1983 with, effectively, a defunct radio communica-abuse and flouting of the Standing Orders by Ministers and
tions network. members opposite. In the interest of establishing a calmer

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: Parliament so that there can be both rigorous and vigorous
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Peake. debates—

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The important thlng Members interjecting:
for the Parliament to understand today is that we have got on e SPEAKER: Order!
with _the job. The matter of Government radio networks is The Hon. M.D. RANN: —uwithout the sort of abuse that
nothing new. In fact, Government radio network work was,, o sy yesterday by the Premier without him being pulled
done by the Opposition when it was in Government, but wherLlJ for flouting orders—
it saw that it had to make some tough and hard decisionsthap The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader is now out of order

is where it stopped. As a result of that, let me give th . - )
Parliament a few examples of where we currently hav%rh?_tr:: gHz[::nl?Abljeylgz\(lj\lm'eflmk:;?efvtgItsh(:lf?r?;ehember‘s

problems in emergency services. First, a police officer lanati hould b ted
travelling between Keith and Bordertown at the moment iXP1anation should be accepted.
quite often out of radio range. Not only is that police officer ~ 1he House divided on the motion:

That the explanation not be accepted.

out of radio range with the current Government radio network . AYES (23)
contract but there is no mobile telephone, either. Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.

I would have thought that the Opposition would have got Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
right behind the Government on this issue, because the ~ Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.
Opposition says that it is there for the blue collar workers, Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.
that it understands how hard it is and how much we should ~ Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
care for the workers. | would think that the fundamental thing Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. (teller)
when caring for a worker is occupational health and safety. Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
| have a duty of care and so does the Government. | knowthe ~ Matthew, W. A, Maywald, K. A.
Opposition spokesperson does not like this, because he likes ~ MCEwen, R. J. Penfold, E. M.
to support the UFU-run waste of taxpayers’ money. What a Scalz_|, G. S‘_J‘?h’ R.B.
nonsense. The fact of the matter is that we want a radio ~ venning, I H. Williams, M. R.

network contract that will work between Bordertown and Wotton, D. C.
Keith. | want to see a situation with emergency services _ NOES (19)
where a police officer at one end of a rural town— Q:IQS:?”L, '\4 J. ?:?ggg{gl’lc'):e'
Mr Conlon interjecting: Clarke. R.D. Conlor P E.
MEMBER FOR ELDER, NAMING Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
Hanna, K. Hill, J. D.

The SPEAKER: Order! | name the member for Elder for Hurley, A. K. Koutsantonis, T.
deliberately interrupting the business of the House and going ~ Rankine, J. M. (teller) ~ Rann, M. D.
against the authority of the Chair. Does the member for Elder ~ Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
wish to be heard in explanation? Thompson, M. G. White, P. L.

Wright, M. J.

Mr CONLON (Elder): | wish to be heard. | apologise, PAIR(S)

but, Mr Speaker, | will say this: | have just been insulted by Meier, E. J. De Laine, M. R.

this fellow— Olsen, J. W. Key, S. W.
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Maijority of 4 for the Ayes. The SPEAKER: Order! The member is now starting to
Motion thus carried. stray into debate.
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the member for Elder to
retire from the Chamber. PILCHARDS
The honourable member for Elder having withdrawn from »
the Chamber: The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: guestion is directed to the Deputy Premier and Minister for

. Primary Industries. Given comments by the program manager
HOJ::t the member for Elder be suspended from the service of thg diagnostic science at the CSIRO that evidence points to
Motion carried the 1998 p_ilchard virus as being exaotic, can thfe Minister now
) fully explain to the House why observations in the SARDI
report about the use of frozen imported pilchards at the time
GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK of the 1995 and 1998 pilchard kills, and a warning for our
aquaculture industry about quarantine risk, were doctored?
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Another example of The Opposition now has a copy of the executive summary of
the importance of the radio network for emergency servicethe SARDI report, which states:
is that, | have been advised, in a rural town on Yorke Although the origin of the viruses may never be established, there
Peninsular in the member for Goyder's electorate, radi@re several implications for aquaculture. The first is that feeding
communications will not work when one police officer is in 'agg%tgr%ggf z;)fhlig]hpg{}ggagtciﬁg?iglih as feed is an activity which
the northern part of the town and one is in the southern parct .
the town. | have been advised that, when the MFS wa¥Vas that part of the report deleted and, if so, why?
involved in the $15 million grain silo fire at Port Adelaide, ~ 1he Hon. R.G. KERIN: This question was answered last
the current radio network broke down. Recently in my ownweek. In fact, a ministerial statement was made. | went away
area, the radio network did not stand up to the requiremen@nd got all the facts, and | came back on Wednesday and
of an efficient network to address the dramatic fire at Porfnade a ministerial statement. Three questions were asked last
Stanvac, | have been advised. These are but a few exampl&desday. Every one of those three questions contained
of the current situation, and there are others. We would alsefatements of error and, of course, that gave the Opposition
like to see more pagers delivered to volunteers, as volunteefstun on the media for a few hours while we checked the
are vital to emergency services. Our Government is séacts. .
appreciative and so proud of what those volunteers do. The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
However, given the way the Government radio network is The SPEAKER: Order!
currently structured, we cannot get pagers out to those The Hon.R.G. KERIN: The particular one to which the
volunteers. When this new radio network contract comes intbeader refers today insinuates that either |, one of my staff
existence, we will be able to bring in a common compute©r the department changed the report. There was a clear
aided dispatch information technology system. Insinuation.
As recently as only two weeks ago at Anstey Hill inthe ~ The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
north, a fire occurred, fortunately, in the evening. Had that The SPEAKER: Order! | just warned the Leader of the
fire occurred early in the morning on a day similar to AshOpposition that he has been called to order.
Wednesday, with the same wind velocity, we could have had The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Itis a
a life-threatening major catastrophe involving much loss oflear insinuation that either I, my staff or the department
property and economic opportunities for South Australia. changed that report. That is absolutely false and it was shown
ask the Opposition: what value does the Opposition put on #® be false last week in the ministerial statement. Unfortunate-
failed Government radio network which did not deliver andly, when you prove things false, it does not tend to get the run
which did not have in place the right sort of computer aidedn the media that the initial misleading statements create. The
dispatch programs in the scenarios that could have occurrésje newspaper in Melbourne today revisited the same
whereby we had another Ash Wednesday fire? We are @istake. The reason was explained in the ministerial state-
responsible Government. The signals have been put forwaftient. Members opposite obviously did not listen last week.
to the Parliament for a long time. It is about time they got onlt was explained that a national committee is looking at the
with supporting the Government with this contract, becaus@ilchard deaths. That national committee—
this Government is delivering again. We have delivered on Ms Hurley interjecting:
promises, whether it is road— The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader of the
Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. The Opposition for the second time.
Minister is clearly now debating the answer, and | ask that The Hon. R.G. KERIN: —commissioned SARDI to do
you rule him out of order. areport. So we have a national committee which consists of
The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order. The scientists—
Minister is definitely straying into debate. He can either come Mr Hanna interjecting:
back to the question as a factual reply or wind up please. = The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Mitchell.
The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: In summary, the The Hon. R.G. KERIN: —from other States, CSIRO,
bottom line is that our Government will not put the lives of AQIS and other people. They have commissioned a report
South Australians at risk. This radio network contract isfrom SARDI. The SARDI report went to that committee
required. When the people see the roll out and the opportunisndoctored—exactly the way the SARDI scientists wrote it.
ties in looking after the community of South Australia, they So, there is no interference. It was commissioned by them
will fully support what the Government is doing. That is the and it did not have to go through my office, anyway. They are
reason why we are in Government and the Labor Party is ia service provider. Please listen, so we do not have to revisit
Opposition. this.
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The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: The Hon. I.F. EVANS: What the member for Ross Smith

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | already told them this once. It does not appreciate is that they may be from a business
did not have to go through my office. It went undoctoredbackground but they have independently reviewed the
from SARDI to the national committee—it gets there asbusiness environment in all States. What they are saying
done—as the scientists, who are responsible for that repoapout a comparison through all the States is that South
actually wrote it. Australia and Victoria are the best two; over the past seven

As stated in the ministerial statement last week, when iyears they are the best two. That is what they are saying.
got to the national committee, they did peer review, whichThey are better than Queensland, better than Western
scientists tend do—I never totally understand how theyAustralia and better than New South Wales. That is what they
always do it, but they do peer review. The scientists weréire saying:
sitting around the table with two of the authors present. The south Australia’s improved position can largely be attributed to

committee— a robust rate of economic growth. . .
An honourable member interjecting: That is what they are saying, for the benefit of the member
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier has the call: for Ross Smith. The report goes on and measures the State
let us listen to the Deputy Premier. against 12 indicators, six of them economic and six of them

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: You obviously share my financial. Across the six economic indicators, South Australia
frustration at getting the messages through. That committe@nks second overall in the last report. In 1993, when the
asked the two authors who were present how they came to tii@ember for Ross Smith’s mob were last in government,
conclusions based on the evidence that the report containeghder the economic indicators—and it would be no surprise
It was then discussed. It was found that those two conclusions anyone—we were equal last. Over the past six or seven
were statement and not supported by fact or scientifigears, the Government has lifted that so we have gone from
evidence given within the report. It was, therefore, with thelast to second.
agreement of the authors that those two recommendations |n fact, the score in relation to South Australia given the
were withdrawn. It was nothing to do with me; nothing to do chamber’s index in that time rose from 30 when the member
with my staff; it was not at the departmental level but at theéfor Ross Smith’s crowd had control of the budget to some-
national committee level. thing like 56.7 under this current Government. We have

We cannot get much clearer than that. Unfortunately, thigloubled the score as far as economic indicators go when
has been misreported. The idea of a cover-up really doasompared with interstate. Importantly, the Chamber’s
reflect back on my department. | do not like that; I do notindicators also show—and this is something the Government
think it is fair on good hardworking people. They worked has been arguing now for some time—that productivity has
extremely hard, as they do with any outbreak of disease. Itigrown in South Australia since 1993 and, indeed, it has
most unfair and totally incorrect. The facts were put on theyrown more in this State than in any other State.
table last week. Members opposite have obviously ignored  Thjs will fascinate the member for Ross Smith: guess what
the facts. The question is up again today. Ngenewspaper grags down the South Australian performance? It is the
report today was totally irresponsible in that it was givenperformance of the six financial indicators. So, economically
access to the truth of the matter yet chose to print the oléhe State Government has it about right, but what drags us
story and ignore the update of Wednesday when the facifown is the financial indicators. The report acknowledges
were put. that there have been significant advances since 1993 in areas

such as debt reduction and restraint on business taxes, but it
EMPLOYMENT still scores us as an overall fourth amongst other States in
. . o relation to financial matters. Economically we are second,

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite).  Will the Minister for financially we are fourth. We are second to)gottom in relation
Industry and Trade explain what the recent report by th
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry on
the States says about the economic performance of this State
in comparison with the rest of the country?

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: It was absolutely fascinating to
see what the Victorian Employers Chamber actually foun
about the South Australian economy when it did its 199 ; C 9 ="

States’ report, which has been published now for about si ent saying this: itis the Victorian Chamber of Commerce.
he business community in Victoria is saying that South

or seven years by the Victorian Employers Chamber o ) . ! p )
4 y ploy éustralla has its economy about right, but it has not got its

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

The Hon. |I.LF. EVANS: The member for Peake would be

interested to know that issues such as the net debt, the net

interest payment and the credit rating in relation to South
ustralia’s debt are dragging us down. It is not the Govern-

Commerce. Itis a comparative evaluation of the performanc . : L .
of the various States from a business perspective. It isN@NCials right. Itis just another string to the bow, another
fascinating to look at what the Victorians are now sayingargument if you like, as to why South Australia has to dispose

about the South Australian economy. The report states: of its power assets to free up ;he debt so we can con_tinue.to
L ) address not only the economic issues but also the financial
Victoria and South Australia are the only two States to hav

improved their overall relative position over the past seven year SSUes.

South Australia’s improved position can largely be attributed to a  Ms Rankine interjecting:

robust rate of economic growth that is underpinned by low inflation  The Hon. I.F. EVANS: If the member for Wright wants

and a sustained high level of business investment. another reason why we have to address this, she only has to

It is not South Australians saying this and it is not thego to the press today to realise that New South Wales is

Government saying this: it is the Victorian Employersheading down the path, under any Party, to get rid of its

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, an independergayroll tax. Today the National Party, as part of its election

assessment of the South Australian economy. platform, is promising payroll tax reform; the Liberal Party,
Mr Clarke interjecting: under its power asset sell-off in New South Wales, is
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promising payroll tax reform; and the Labor Government saidor a service each year on Remembrance Day with a group

in its today’s paper that New South Wales will cut payroll called the Dawn Patrol. They run the Remembrance Day

tax—if it gets more money from the Federal Grants Commisservice completely. These children are primary school

sion the New South Wales Labor Government will use thathildren and put on a terrific show. Coralie is also involved

to reduce payroll tax. with the Redbacks Band and City of Tea Tree Gully Concert
So the New South Wales Labor Government is saying thaBand.

when it gets some spare cash it will reduce payroll tax. Under e were able to arrange the visit through a stroke of luck
the power sell off New South Wales will have $500 billion which saw one of my constituents, a Mr Harry Hirst, being
extra to put into attacking South Australian business byinstrumental in arranging a visit. Mr Hirst's brother, Mr Ken
reducing payroll tax, so the warning bells are there in relatiomHirst, was a former band secretary. Without that link we
to New South Wales. It does not matter whether it is Laborwgould never have been able to arrange the coup. As faras |
Liberal or the Nationals that win power in New South Walesam aware, our Parliament is the only Parliament they visited.
as far as Government is concerned: the fact is that New Soutthe musicians were extremely generous with their time,

Wales will use its surplus money to reduce payroll tax. Thesigned autographs and gave the children a great deal of
Labor Opposition has to ask the South Australian businessncouragement.

community how we will compete in South Australiaif New 5 4 day members of the South Australian Police Band

South Wales, Victoria and Queensland go down the path Qfere 5150 present. This was a unique opportunity for them to

reducing their payroll tax. Every Party in New South Walesg, o ange ideas and speak to other world famous musicians.
is out there saying they will reduce payroll tax. If you lock

, - . . .-~ The South Australian Police Band recently returned from an
us into $700 million a year interest payments, Wh'_Ch will 905 erseas tour where they wowed audiences in the U.K. They
MSve been invited to return next year and again face chronic
funding problems, so | urge everybody who is able to get

behind the Police Band and assist them in their efforts to
again give South Australia world prominence. They bring
back nothing but good reports with them.

The story of the movieBrassed Offtalks about the
solidarity that happened in the community and how music
GRIEVANCE DEBATE brought people together. It is important that we do what we
can to encourage young people in our areas to become
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the involved in things like music where they not only have
House note grievances. something to do that is worthwhile but can entertain other
people. Coralie Tate and her group are working with us now
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | report to you, Sir, and to to arrange a concert for later this year—the Year of Older
members in the House about the special visit we hosted &ersons—where the children will be putting back into the
Parliament House on Monday 22 February by the membei@mmunity and entertaining older people. They also visit
of the Grimethorpe Colliery Band. The band sprang tohursing homes and it brings a great deal of happiness to
prominence in the moviBrassed Offfilmed in 1992, that people in those places. | thank you, Mr Speaker, for helping
told the story of a struggle in a town in England during theUs arrange that visit and pay special tribute to Ms Elaine
time of the coal pit closures during the term of the Thatchef5rove, the catering staff and the building attendants who
Government when thousands of people lost their jobsnade themselves available as the bus came up and made the
Against the background of that very sad and sorry spectre wésit very pleasant.
saw the spirit of the community come behind the brass band The member for Fisher and | were present at the concert
as they fought their way to the national finals, and eventuallyater that evening and it was evident from the number of
won a competition in London. In no small way, Sir, thankspeople crammed into the Thebarton Theatre the importance
to your assistance, we were able to host them for a visit. of music in our lives and the great joy that brass bands
They came to Adelaide on a whistle stop tour, landed abrought to the audience that evening. The performances were
4.30 p.m., came to Parliament House at 5.30 p.m. andirtuoso, and anyone who has any chance to be involved in
whizzed off to the Thebarton Theatre for their concert at 8nusic would have shared the pleasure and excitement that
p.m. The weather was extremely hot and it was a tryingvas brought to the audience that night as the music was
afternoon for them as they navigated the traffic to get to usperformed.
However, waiting for them at Parliament House was a group
of 20 students from my local schools involved in brass bands Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to speak on the
and the school music program. It was an absolute thrill foproposed sale of ETSA and the elimination of State debt, a
them to be involved in that afternoon tea and to meet anehatter that has dragged on far longer than it should have. The
speak with these people who have made music their life'aLP seems to have missed the point: that the State owes
work and career. $7.5 billion—debt we inherited as a consequence of the
The children are involved in several bands. We hadncompetence of the former ALP Government. It has also
children from the Modbury High School under the tutelagemissed the point that ETSA and Optima in the deregulated
of Mr Reg Tapman, who has enlarged their music progranelectricity market will come under increasing pressure. It is
and they will be involved in the brass band competition innot surprising from the ALP. The State Bank fiasco showed
Mount Gambier later this year. We had students from Théts business acumen and at the very time the State Bank was
Heights School under the tutelage of Ms Maria Zollo andcollapsing ALP Governments in Western Australia and
children who came through Ms Coralie Tate, who is involvedVictoria were mirroring that poor performance by running up
with the Banksia Park Primary School. They are responsibleillions of dollars of debt for taxpayers in those States. We

to know is: ‘How will you be competitive in South Australia
and how will you keep business here?’
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are still trying to overcome the legacy left to us by those ALPcomment on the member for Waite’s contribution, because
Governments. Well done! | get fed up with this born to rule mentality of not only the
It is not surprising from a Party with little or no know- member for Waite but members on the other side generally.
ledge of business, spawned as it has been from the unidfthen they refer to the Opposition they refer to our alleged
movement and the Public Service, to fill an important role inlack of business acumen, suggesting that we are a bunch of
political life in this country, but one which has too frequently used up hacks from the union movement or whatever, but
during our history ignored the holistic picture of what is bestwhat do we have when we look at members opposite? For
for the country. That is why the Opposition has consistentlyexample, the member for Stuart has been in this House for a
failed to understand what the competitive electricity marketong time. When was the last time he got out in the manufac-
will mean for South Australia and the risks we are to faceturing industries or ran a small business or anything of this
ETSA and Optima will simply become a liability to the nature on a full-time employment basis to refresh his memory
taxpayer. We are already seeing it with Western Miningof what life is like in the hard world of commercial reality?
Corporation announcing its abandonment of ETSA as itSVe heard this from the member for Waite, the ex-Army
supplier of electricity in favour of a Victorian company. officer. There is nothing wrong with being an ex-Army
There are a number of good reasons why ETSA andfficer, because the Army does a wonderful job in defending
Optima should be sold—the first is simple: debt, debt, debtAustralia’s shores, but there is nothing unique about their
We have Queensland, New South Wales, Western Australixperiences that make them so much greater than those on
and Victoria all looking to be debt free within the next few this side of the House in governing this State.
years. If one breaks ranks and cuts payroll tax or other costs The Government has had five years governing this State
of doing business, we simply will not be able to match it. Weand the Liberal Party is so unused to governing since the loss
will finish up with something like 8 per cent of the country’s of Tom Playford that it finds it all too hard. So, for the past
population and 23 per cent of its debt. Competition is goingl5 months, as the member for Elder pointed out the other day,
to lead to a drop in revenue for ETSA and Optima. since the Government miraculously fell over the line in the
That is the second reason for selling ETSA and Optimal997 election, it has just circled in a holding pattern similar
risk, risk and risk. You cannot have an entity, which has hado the aircraft (although | cannot think of its name) that goes
a monopoly, go to a competitive marketplace and expearound in circles. The member for Stuart is familiar with it
profits to increase. It is a bit like an electricity supplier theand is probably its chief pilot.
equivalent of Woolworths setting up next door to the corner | come back to the issue of the sale of ETSA and Optima
deli, with ETSA and Optima being the corner deli, and theEnergy. If the issue is so important and, as the member for
massive power production entities now set up in New SouthVaite said, if it is so much commonsense that we sell those
Wales and Victoria representing the large market suppliergssets, then clearly the South Australian public would be
like Woolworths. We are talking about companies with aperceptive and receptive of the arguments being put forward
market capitalisation well beyond the entire turnover of thioy this Liberal Government. Let us have an election. Let us
State. forget the referendum that the Democrats and, in particular,
The third reason for selling ETSA and Optima is simplythe Hon. Nick Xenophon are talking about. Let us have a
commonsense. A business with falling revenue and risingnotion by the end of next week put forward by the Premier
costs does not work, a point that seems to be consistentipecifying that this ETSA legislation is a matter of special
missed by the Opposition. How can we afford to upgrade thémportance. If it gets knocked back by the Upper House, let
extensive facilities owned by Optima and ETSA in the yearsis have an election. If the Upper House is so obstructionist,
ahead without either increasing taxes or cutting services? let the Premier put forward a referendum proposal to abolish
is not only the ALP that needs to bear the brunt for thethe Legislative Council and the Government would have
incompetence of blocking the ETSA and Optima saleevery member of the Labor Party voting with the Premier.
Equally to blame are the Democrats, who have showihat is our longstanding Party policy.
themselves in this debate to be nothing more than gnomes and If the Premier wants to do something about the Legislative
fairies at the end of the garden and who are totally incapabl€ouncil, if he says it is so obstructionist, if he says it is going
of facing up to the complexities of the issue. to cause a catastrophe for this State because he cannot get the
Also, the Independent member of the Upper House, Horlegislation through, first, he should go to an election through
Nick Xenophon, has deserted the constituency that electegimotion of special importance, have it knocked back and go
him in a circumstance where he could have extractedd an election, or put forward a referendum to abolish the
considerable benefits for the anti-pokies lobby but decidetiegislative Council or, even if he wanted to keep an elected
to play God with the future of ETSA and Optima. It is a very House like the House of Lords, he could reduce the powers
disappointing state of affairs and | await with interest the rurdf the Legislative Council to hold up legislation beyond a
up to the next election as | earnestly wonder whether theertain period of time, such as is the case in the House of
ALP’s policy will be not to sell ETSA, not to increase taxes, Lords. It is within the powers of the Premier to do that and,
not to do away with the taxes we have imposed but simply tén terms of the abolition of the Legislative Council, because
charge forward in the idle hope that everything will work out of its policy position the Labor Party would be obliged to
atthe end of the day. It will not work out at the end of the daysupport him.
and it will be an ultimate irony if the ALP were everto come ~ Why does not the Premier take those steps? He will not do
to Government and then be faced with the ETSA/Optima0 because he is basically gutless on this issue and he knows

debacle. that he will get creamed at an election. The member for Stuart
would be a fond but distant memory in this place because he
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Sir— would be retired back to his farm, learning what it is like to
An honourable member interjecting: have a bit of soil under his fingernails again, after 27 or 30

Mr CLARKE: | see that the member for Stuart is hereyears of being in this place. The member for Waite may or
and could not pass up the opportunity. | would like tomay not make it back over the line, but certainly they would
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be a rump, even smaller than the Labor Party was after thesources to provide those services. What do they want in this
1993 State election. At the very least the Premier ought t&tate? Do they want to give opportunities to people? Do they
have the guts to say that the Upper House is comprised ofwant better infrastructure and services, or do they want to
bunch of no accounts, lazy X, Y and Zs, obstructing thecontinue to maintain assets, which, in the long-term, will have
State’s progress and say, ‘Let us put a referendum up ta diminished value and will not give them a return on their
abolish it’, and he would have my vote. investment. They have a choice. In any commercial activity,
if you are not prepared to face up to the difficult economic
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Let me say to the decisions, you will fail. It is not a matter of whether ETSA
member for Ross Smith that my electoral future is a lot morex\nd Optima are sold; it is only a matter of when. Everyone
stable than his. If | want to come back to this place, | will knows that the circumstances prevailing in South Australia
come back, but I do not believe that the honourable membeire such that that is in the best interest of South Australia.
will have that opportunity. | am very happy to face the Western Mining has indicated that it will be looking else-
electorate at any time. Let me refer to the real issues facinghere to buy its electricity, unfortunately. Who will be next?
the people of South Australia. We are told continually,will it be a number of those other companies? What will be
particularly by the member for Elizabeth (when she looks ashe result if 20 or 30 of the leading—
though she has been eating lemons for breakfast) in her usual Mr Clarke: Why would a private company want to buy
sneering fashion in this House, that the people of SoutiETSA if all these people are leaving?
Australia want more health services. The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Why would you want to continue
Ms KEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. The to own an asset which will diminish in value and not give you
comments just made are not only an insult but are an insu return? Why would you want to?
to all the women in this Parliament and | ask the member for Mr Clarke interjecting:
Stuart to withdraw them. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The discussion across
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. If the the floor will cease.
member for Elizabeth had been upset by the remarks made, The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | do not mind the honourable
I am sure she would have risen to her feet. member; give him his moment of glory in the sun, if that is
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Mr Speaker, the last thing inthe what he wants. However, | do know that the people of South
world I would want to do is upset the member for Elizabeth.australia want an improvement in their services and that can
Ms STEVENS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | happen only if the Government has access to revenue. The
am certainly upset by the remarks. | am offended and upseinly other thing is, | say to the honourable member—
and | ask that the remarks be withdrawn because they reflect The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member’s time
not only on me but on all women in this Parliament. has expired.
The SPEAKER: The honourable member has made her
point of order. In asking the member for Stuart to respond, Mr HILL (Kaurna): | stand today to speak about trees
I ask him to reconsider his remarks. and tree planting. | do not do it as a tree hugging hippy, but
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: |l indicated when | was interrupt- as someone who is seriously concerned about the problems
ed, Mr Speaker, that | was happy to withdraw if the remarksassociated with our farming communities. Recently, | asked
upset or offended the member. | did not realise she was she Minister for Environment a question about the extent of
thin skinned while being able to give a handout— tree planting and revegetation in South Australia and how
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the member for Stuart to long it would take to revegetate 1 per cent of the State. The
withdraw the remarks. Minister kindly provided me with some information which
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Mr Speaker, | am happy to |would like to provide to the House and emphasise because
withdraw the remarks. | think it is of interest. The Minister has told me that in
Ms STEVENS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a further point of 1996-97, 3.98 million trees were planted, which does sound
order. The member for Stuart went on to compound thdike a lot of trees. She then tells me that in 1997-98,
offence by saying that | was thin-skinned, and | think that6.5 million trees were planted, and that in 1998-99 it is

ought be withdrawn also. intended that 7.7 million trees will be planted. That does
The SPEAKER: The Chair did not hear that and, if the sound like a hell of a lot trees.

member did say that, | ask him to withdraw it. In fact, at a greater rate of planting, she tells me at the rate
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: If it has upset— of 10 million trees being planted a year, it would take
The SPEAKER: No qualifications; the honourable 25 years to revegetate 1 per cent of the agricultural lands.

member either withdraws or does not. Members will get an idea of what a comparitively small
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Of course | withdraw, number oftrees are being planted. If members then take into

Mr Speaker. | understand the Standing Orders. Itis clear thaiccount that native vegetation clearances are going on at the
members of the Labor Party are intent on distraction, trivissame time, it will take—and | am sure the Minister for
and nonsense. That is why they put the member for RoSB8rimary Industries will be interested in this—some 49 years
Smith on his feet to talk about everything but the real issuesefore 1 per cent of the agricultural lands have been replant-
The point | was making before | was interrupted was thatd. At the rate of 10 million trees being planted a year, that
members of the Opposition do not really want to address this a phenomenal amount of plantings and a very slow period

real issues. They stand in this Parliament— in which to get some sort of measurable result.
Mr Clarke: Have an election. The Minister has told me that the 1 per cent target over 25
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: It will not affect you; you will  years will mean that 168 300 hectares of the State—that is,
not be participating. at the rate of 6 732 hectares a year—need to be revegetated.
Mr Clarke interjecting: As | said, in 1996-97, the Native Vegetation Council

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: They talk about the provision of approved 3 324 hectares for clearance. That gives a net gain
services, but they do not want the Government to have thef 3 408—and thus it would take about 49 years to replant
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1 per cent of the State. On the other side of the coin, imnd Ministers in Australia with which these people had had
49 years the Native Vegetation Council will have approvediealings in trying to get such a program established in
the clearance of some 162 876 hectares of our best land féwstralia for the first time, it was recognised that he (as the
clearance, and that is about 1 per cent of the State as well. Sben Minister for Trade) had been the most responsive. He
at the same time we are planting all these trees, the Nativead responded quickly and provided some significant funding
Vegetation Council is approving clearance of them. so that this program could occur.

In 1996-97, the area revegetated, which was As a result of that Fast Track initiative here, all those
2 607 hectares, was less than the area approved for clearanbasinesses have expanded and all the entrepreneurs are
which was 3 324 hectares. So in 1996-97, we went bacKeoking forward to taking on extra employees and undertak-
wards. In 1995-96, there were 158 applications for clearandeg exciting developments. So, it is another example of South
and 127 were approved; and in 1996-97, 198 applications fokustralia leading the way. | commend that program and trust
clearance were made and 149 were approved. In these twieat we will see further examples of it being offered here in
years only a total of 25 applications were knocked back. On8outh Australia.
should ask whether the Native Vegetation Council should be | would like to touch on an educational issue, and that is
renamed to become the ‘Native Vegetation Clearancene system which currently exists in our State schools, the
Approval Authority’, given its high rate of clearance library system called Dynix, which was due to be replaced,
approvals. | understand, some years ago. | was pleased to hear today

While many people think that most native vegetation wasrom the Minister for Education that there will be an an-
cleared before the turn of the century, that is not the case. lmouncement shortly in relation to updating that system to
South Australia, native vegetation declined in the agriculturalvhat is likely to be called the Automated Library System.
area by 17 per cent (or 651 600 hectares) between 1975 antiat is a major step forward, because many schools are
1988. That is an extraordinary figure: 17 per cent disappeardthving literally to put bandaids—technological bandaids, that
in 13 years, yet at our current rate of replantings it will takeis—on the current Dynix system. So, | commend the Minister
us something like 49 years to replace 1 per cent. How lonand urge him to implement that new system as soon as
would it take to replace the 17 per cent that was lost in thospossible, because schools in my area and elsewhere are
13 years? having to try to cope with an outdated system in their

Protecting native vegetation and all the arguments abolibraries.
biodiversity are something that the Governmentis notreally | commend the Minister for the recently announced review
serious about, especially when we take into account the faeff the Education Act. | believe that that is long overdue.
that over $60 million was paid by the previous Governmenindeed, | have written to the Minister on many occasions
in compensation in the early 1990s to land owners to stoguggesting that our State school system could be made more
land clearing. It would be interesting to find out how manyefficient, not simply in monetary terms but in educational
of those land owners who have taken the money haveerms and | believe it is long overdue for a thorough investi-
subsequently gone out and asked for clearance or who hagation and moves toward improving that already very good
illegally cleared. Itis not just that we want trees for the sakesystem. Indeed, such things as the possible extension of
of trees; there are important economic reasons as well. Weperating hours, programs offered, as well as greater local
all know about the carbon credit schemes that have beananagement, etc, can all be considered in the context of the
proposed around the world. Through tree planting there is geview of the Education Act. | commend that review to all
chance of gaining some carbon credits and some income fafiembers and trust that they will make an input and encourage
this State. It is important for desalination and it is importanttheir communities to do so too.
for the agricultural economy as well. Interestingly, if one  Another matter that is of longstanding interest to me is the
looks at the statistics, it is clear that the greatest amount @&18 bus from the Aberfoyle Park area to Marion, and | am
clearance in that period of 1975 to 1988 was in the Southdelighted that the Minister (Hon. Di Laidlaw) has responded

East. ] positively once again, extending that service until at least July
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member’s time 1999, and indicating in a recent letter that her department is
has expired. looking at the possibility of further integration of that service

] with other TransAdelaide operations. So, | am pleased with
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Recently, | had the the Minister. | am also pleased with her recent offer to jointly

pleasure of representing the Premier at a graduation of Faglnd a pedestrian bridge over the Field River, which is much
Track, which is a program for entrepreneurs based on thgeeded on Chandlers Hill Road to provide greater safety for
experience of the Kaufman Foundation in the United Statefpedestrians on what is an 80 km/h speed zone and where
Itis intended to help promising entrepreneurs develop thelhedestrians have to share a narrow bridge with those high
business more effectively and, importantly, to create employspeeding vehicles. So, on both accounts, the Minister gets full
ment. The graduation was attended by 14 participanfarks and I look forward to naming that pedestrian bridge the

entrepreneurs from South Australia. It was attended by Gregjana Laidlaw Bridge when it is constructed—nhopefully, in
Loudin, who was the major consultant involved, the near future.

Dr Courtenay Price from the United States who developed the
program originally, John Doughty from the University of
South Australia, Mick O’Neil from the Business Centre,
Professor O'Brien from the University of South Australia and
also Bob Taylor from the University.

One of the points that was made during that very impresSECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE: STATE
sive gathering was recognition of the efforts of the previous FORESTS
Minister for Trade (Hon. Graham Ingerson) and a tribute was
paid to him in respect of the fact that of all the Governments The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | move:
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That the twenty-seventh report of the committee, on State ownedurrently serves a population of about 600 000-odd people,
plantation forests, be noted. which is about 60 per cent of the Adelaide metropolitan area.
The South-East region, commonly termed the Green Triangle, This project involves the construction of an activated
encompasses the lower South-East of South Australia argludge plant and ancillary works at an estimated cost of
western Victoria. This region is one of Australia’s largest$72 million. It constitutes a part of an environment improve-
consolidated areas of softwood plantation, which coversnent program for the Bolivar plant to achieve compliance
147 000 hectares. A high proportion—60 per cent—of thewith the legislative requirements of the Environment
softwood plantation in the Green Triangle is located in SoutiProtection Act of 1993. Therefore, as part of this environment
Australia. The State Government is the main forest owner ifmprovement program, SA Water proposes to undertake the
the South-East, with Forestry SA managing 71 per cent of afollowing works. First, the construction of a new activated
softwood plantation resources in the region. The size of theludge plant and ancillary works to replace the biological
State’s forest resources underlies its vital role for thdilters, which are the single most significant sources of odour
sustainability of the local timber processing industry andat the plant. It will reduce the pollutant load on the existing
employment in the region. maturation lagoons, which will also minimise the release of

In February 1998, the Economic and Finance Committe@dours from the lagoons and reduce the concentration in the
resolved, on its own motion, to undertake an inquiry into thdinal effluent. Secondly, there is the collection of foul air
State owned plantation forests. The committee intended tisom the primary tanks and other parts of the process and the
examine the value of the State owned plantations, contractutieatment of the foul air in either soil bed filters or the
arrangements for the supply of roundwood and address tractivated sludge plant. The third part is the construction of
issues of privatisation of forest assets. The inquiry started isludge thickening facilities to improve sludge digestion
May 1998 and took place over a period of 10 months. In thggerformance and to control the odour emissions from the
course of the inquiry the committee consulted with the keysludge lagoons.
stakeholders within the Government, private sector, industry  Itinvolves the construction of gas separators and flares to
bodies and the conservation movement. remove gases from the digested sludge transfer mains and

The committee undertook a regional site inspection to visiteduce the volume of odorous gases being discharged at the
the South-East of the State. This site visit provided thesludge lagoon inlets. Finally, it involves associated works,
committee with important insights into the State ownedincluding modifications to the grit removal process—that is,
plantation forests and first-hand knowledge of the timbegarly on in the treatment—the settling tanks—the clarifiers
processing industry in the region. The evidence provided tor whatever you want to call them—and the construction of
the committee once again reaffirmed the importance of th& new primary pump station.
plantation forests to the region’s economy and the local An economic evaluation undertaken for the project
community as a whole. The inquiry has revealed that the bulkndicated not a net present value but a net present cost of
of the logs from the plantation are locked up in long-term$79 million and a benefit-cost ratio of .17. However, a
supply agreements. The committee believes that an attemfstvised economic evaluation—after the committee insisted
to sell the plantation with these agreements in place magn bringing to account other benefits that would result from
result in sale proceeds being below the true value of the assét—based on the benefits from the development of an

The major recommendation to emerge from this inquiryadditional 3 500 houses or thereabouts made possible as a
is that the Government retain ownership of the State forestgesult of the proposed works, indicates a net present cost
While the committee believes there is a strong argument th&educed from $79 million to $9.5 million, with a benefit-cost
Forestry SA can be considered an appropriate business fofatio of .9, which is much better. However, still itis a cost not
commercialisation or privatisation, such a move should onlya value. It ignored the benefits to the marine environment in
proceed provided the State Government takes steps to ensiif@t it did not bring to account the value of the seagrass
that prospective structural reform will not have a negativeneadows that would be saved or the enhanced level of
impact on the level of employment and the efficiencyharvesting of King George whiting which would be sustain-
delivered for non-commercial activities in the South-Eas@ble in perpetuity as a result of the retention in a sustainable
region. management arrangement that is now possible following

In conclusion, | would like to take this opportunity to these works of a greater area of seagrass meadows and
thank all people who have participated in the inquiry, recruitment of a greater number of King George whiting, and
including witnesses, those who provided submissions antdwill come to that later.
those people who assisted the committee on its field inspec- The evaluations also indicate that the present value of the
tion, members of the committee and the committee staff, wh@conomic benefits achieved over the life of the project, which
have worked diligently to ensure the successful completiotill be 50 or more years, is about $14 million, and that will

of this important inquiry. | commend it to the House. result mainly from the improved environmental benefits and
Motion carried. the increased value of the properties which are currently
affected by odours from Bolivar but which were not excluded
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: BOLIVAR WASTE from development because they are within the sort of medium
WATER TREATMENT PLANT to mild zone of effect. In addition, the committee is told that,
from an Environment Protection Authority perspective, the
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move: largest of the environmental impacts has been the loss of

That the eighty-ninth report of the committee, on the Bolivar 1 000 hectares of those seagrass meadows in and around the
waste water treatment plant—proposed activated sludge plant arglitlet of the Bolivar sewage treatment works, over a 30 year
ancillary works—be noted. period.

The waste water treatment plant at Bolivar was constructed We were told that approximately 200 hectares of seagrass-
in the 1960s. It is the largest of the four major waste watees was potentially at risk if the discharge continued. The EPA
treatment plants in the Adelaide metropolitan area an@ddvised that the value of the seagrasses is estimated at
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$30 000 per hectare per year. That is a huge amount. ldischarged to the gulf, which will enhance the long-term
financial terms, this represents an estimated value of th&ustainable yield of recreational and commercial fish.
potential loss of the seagrasses of $53 million. That is the The odour nuisance will be gone, and it will prevent any
present value. That changes the complexion of the equatidorther outbreak of odour in any major context. Real estate
altogether. | am now pleased that this agency—and perhapalues on the land nearby will be enhanced as a result of the
others who have the wit to read this report—will realise thatemoval of the odour problem, and it will also enhance the
they need to take into account the consequences of the whgbeblic image of both the Government and SA Water Corpora-
of the impact of their investment on the State’s economy ation as being environmentally responsible and responsive to
large, not just the bottom line of their agency, when they arg@ublic concern.

evaluating the value for us as a State of undertaking the work. Notwithstanding what | have just said, the committee

Furthermore, | point out to the House that the Centre fostrongly recommends that the Government Energy Agency
Economic Studies has conducted a study of the project arftkamine the commercial viability of the gas that will be
made an assessment of the value of benefit to the fishifgfoduced as a result of the new process and provide figures
industry, in particular that of the King George whiting, if the Stating the anticipated quantity and composition of the gas so
discharge is stopped. If the loss of seagrass is minimised, thafoduced and whether it could be used for any commercial
benefit, attributed to the King George whiting fishery, will purpose. If it cannot be used for commercial purposes, the

be approximately $1.5 to $2 million, with other species alscommittee recommends that reasons be given for that.
being affected, but in a much lesser way. Secondly, we recommend that agencies notify the Auditor-

On Wednesday 2 December, a delegation of the Pub”gaeneral of any contracts to be let not subject to competitive

Works Committee inspected the Bolivar site and its surround:cndering before submitting their projects to the committee

ings. We were able to see first-hand how the current proced®” consideration. Accordingly, approval of this report should
operated and, indeed, to smell that. It is on the nose, ev the tak?” asa prepedentforthe committee approving any
though it was operating properly. More specifically, the uture projects that .lr.wolve contracts that have not been
committee saw how the primary screens trapped solid matteitPiected to competitive tendering processes.

allowing the waste liquid to be channelled to the primary The third recommendation is that the disposal arrange-
sedimentation tanks—and they are 6 metres deep—fi ents for effluent In treatment Wprks for other provmc.lall
aeration and the formation of sludge cities be reviewed and that, in circumstances where it is

) o . ossible, that effluent be offered for sale to the private sector
Committee members also saw how this liquid flows |n'[op P

) o by competitive tender for a tenured period not exceedin
the secondary filters, the trinkling tanks—a very expreSSN%iyg ht yegrs in any instance P 9

term—whe_re abiological process takes p'ac‘? in that the bugs=¢ we do all that, particularly the last one, we will establish
begin working on the material that they can dlgegt. Therearge,, industries, probably of a horticultural nature, based on
12 of those tanks, and they are a major contributor 10 the,e ' \5e of that effluent in all the places where common

odour experienced on the site and in the neighbouringg, et disposal schemes currently aggregate the amount of
regions. Whilst we were there on that inspection, as | havg ater which passes through households and other facilities
sc'.;ud,.we experienced the pungent odours that come from thg y 50 provincial towns and thereby expand employment
trinkling tanks and the existing open channel system. o004 nities and incomes to the regions. This is not an
Finally, the committee saw the vacant area where the neyisignificant resource and, at present, it is being treated as a
activated sludge plant will be constructed to replace thgroblem when, in fact, it should always have been treated as
existing biOlOgiC&' filtration treatment process. We Under-a resource. The committee now sees that point_
stand that the most significant environmental impacts My personal opinion is that it may be that the Environ-
associated with the existing plant are the loss of seagrass, thgnt, Resources and Development Committee wishes to look
proliferation of ulva—thatis, sea cabbage—believed to be iyt that. | do not mind if it chooses to do so but, along with
part associated with the amount of nutrients, predominantlgther members of the Public Works Committee, | believe that
nitrogenous nutrients that are discharged from the plant int@e ought to take that proposition by the scruff of the neck and
the gulf waters, and also the odour nuisance to the adjoininget on with it. | want to make another personal comment, that
community. We noted that the proposed works will replacqs, at present the disposal arrangements for the effluent from
the existing biological filtration treatment process, whichmurray Bridge, for instance, are not satisfactory. It is being
Currently contributes over half the odour from the eXiStingp|aced inan open |agoon on the Army fmng range under the
plant, and the new activated sludge plant will collect and treaerms of the contract which were concluded with the Army
those gases from other areas of the plant. when no other party could be found about six years ago.
The committee recognises that this project is a necessatgdeed, it is a bit longer than that: it was in the early 1990s.
prerequisite to eliminate that problem, that is the odour, and In that open lagoon the water not only evaporates,
more importantly it will contribute to a reduction in the concentrating the salt that remains behind, but also seeps
potential impacts of the treated waste water being dischargeavay, and careful monitoring of a series of ground water
into that marine environment. We were told that the proposedells around that site needs to be undertaken if the practice
project is expected to deliver significant benefits to the locais allowed to continue. Nowadays, land-holders adjacent to
as well as the broader South Australian community. Thosahere the pipeline has been constructed from the effluent
nutrients otherwise being discharged into the gulf will nowlagoons across the river and out to the Army firing range are
be put into and used as a resource in the Virginia pipelingvilling to take that water and use it in a way which ensures
scheme, enhancing the production of horticulture crops in thahat almost, without exception, all of it is used from the root
area. It will provide an opportunity to implement protection zone of plants, say, olives or vines, and thereby not pose a
policies for the aquifer on the northern Adelaide Plains regiorthreat to a build-up of a saline ground water mound, as is the
in that it provides an alternative source of water for irrigationcase in the Army firing range lagoon at present. Further, that
of those crops, and it will minimise the amount of nutrientswill create more jobs and create economic benefit in the
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community of Murray Bridge, and it is not sustainable orcould not be detected. the lifetime of pneumoconiosis, chronic
responsible to allow the Army or anyone else to think thafronchitis and airway obstruction was very low.

they can go on using the water in that way. In fact, the world-class consultant found that the risk of
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable cancer from this particular area was not much more than
member’s time has expired. normal. In other words, it was the sort of response that you

] would have got in the general community. | might point out
Ms THOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate that, at that time within the Department of Industrial Rela-

tions, Dr Lewis was head of the area looking after occupa-

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: LEIGH CREEK tional health and safety, and Dr Lewis, in fact, was the

COAL DUMPING BRIDGE consultant for ETSA on the long-term occupational health

) ] ) and safety issues in relation to all mines, in particular at
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis: Leigh Creek.

That the eighty-seventh report of the committee, on the Leigh In the time that | was Minister, there was not one single
Creek coal dumping bridge replacement, be noted and the recorfaport from Dr Lewis suggesting that there were any major
mendations adopted. issues relating to Leigh Creek. It was my understanding at the

(Continued from 17 February. Page 801.) time that he and his department were making sure that ETSA

(as it was then known) was carrying out all the occupational

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): I will make afew  health and safety programs that it should be carrying out on
brief comments on this matter. I have read with interest thénhat particular site.
report of the committee and there are some areas where | Aq well as those recommendations, he did say that the
disagree with it, and | would like to put them on the publicyecords on the site were not as good as he would have liked
record because | think itis important. __them to be and expected them to be. He recommended to

We need to go back to 1995 and recognise that at that timeTsA that it implement a whole range of records and new
the Government was put in the position of requiring anprocesses so that, if there was another investigation, say
independent report on the issues at Leigh Creek. There Wagthin five years, there would be substantive records
alot of hoo-ha and rumblings about the difficulties at the Sitea\/ai|ab|e to show at least some trends that m|ght be Coming
and the Government recognised that an independent repQf. He and | both recognised that in that potential environ-
had to be done. As Minister responsible for occupationapent cancer may be an off shoot, but in his comments it was

health and Safety at that time, | recommended to the M|n|st%tated that |t was no more than you WOUId have norma"y
for Infrastructure (the now Premier) and to the Governmengypected at the time.

through Cabinet that we should have an independent inqu_iry

X instigated a rigorous occupational health and safety monitor-

The Government appointed Dr Emmett who was aworldng program under the supervision of one of Australia’s
authority on cancer problems in the area of oil shale burnssminent occupational hygienists, Mr Brian Davies. It has
Atthat time he was Chairman of WorkSafe Australia. He wagecognised that there is a potential problem and put in an
an eminent epidemiologist, a person whose integrity, in My pert to look at it. To date the overwhelming majority of
view, is beyond reproach. He carried out the study in relatiogimospheric contaminant personal exposures are well within
to the potential for harmful skin contamination from both theine relevant occupational exposure hazards, with many
oil shale and the shale oil which, of course, is found in thesamples showing no contaminants detected at all.

overbl_eren at Leigh Creek. ) . Optima Energy has also introduced an extensive health
_l'will read the final outcome of his study. I think it iS gryejllance program. The first phase of this survey is
important, with all the innuendo and what I call nonsense thaﬁompleted with feedback to Leigh Creek staff. No major

has been put on the record, that these facts from his report 3 jings have been made. The Department of Administrative

given. Itis a report not of the then Minister for Industrial nq |nformation Services now liaises regularly to ensure that
Relations or the then Minister for Infrastructure but of ayat monitoring is carried out.

world renowned expert on the position at Leigh Creek. Before
I do that, though, | make a couple of other comments. At th?/vit
time, | went to Leigh Creek at the request of the union, whicl]SS
was concerned that there was a group of individuals wh

believed that they had some major concerns from the Slte'magistrate’s inquiry. The exact words | cannot recall, but he

do not think that there is any doubt they believed that Wag 4 words to the effect that Mr Wilson was the most

correct, but the union at the time was concerned that a ver, . . . :
small minority were, in fact, not only putting in jeopardy the icredible witness he had ever had before him. | note again

long-term working opportunities for all at the coalfield but Mr Wilson has been found wanting after a study in this case
9 9 opp with an occupational hygienist. In looking at evidence before

also bl?]wing thri]s issue ;i%ht out of phroportior;]. Itis important o nother person has commented on Mr Wilson in relation
to put that on the record because that was the situation atthe * ~ , .
time. The outcome of the consultancy concluded with thgga review as to whether appropriate measures were in place

following comments: at Leigh Creek mine to monitor the health and safety of
9 o workers; to review information submitted by Mr Wilson in
;- the lifetime risk of extra Jung cancer was found (o be less thaltegard to establishing any causal link between deaths in the
one In | € Workers were involved In suppressing oll sha . . . f . e _
dump fires all day, every day for 45 years. . . the risk of skin cancet. aterial p.rOV|ded and operations of the mine; ar]d 'f. |nf0rma
due to contact with organic compounds (from dump fires) and/ofion submitted warranted further or more extensive investiga-

sunlight was not able to be estimated as the suspect compountien.

I note that in 1998 a Mr Mike Wilson, in correspondence
h the Minister for Mines and Energy, again raised the
ue of concerns at Leigh Creek. | ought to put on record
hat the magistrate said about Mr Wilson in 1995 at a
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For the second time within three years another expert thisons of the very light fractions which cost much less to
time is saying that the outcome of the review conducted wasxtract from the rock. They require less heat per tonne to get
that no credible evidence was again presented by the sartiee hydrocarbons out of each tonne or cubic metre of rock.
person who went before a Magistrates Court, complaine@o you would expect not to have such a high yield of
again to the Department of Administrative and Informationhydrocarbons in terms of litres per cubic metre to make it
Services and again was found to be incredible. You wouldiable. It is stupid—not just silly or unprofessional or
have to start to say that this person is having a general go ahscientific, but plain stupid—for anyone to crack up that
a whole range of issues that are happening at Leigh Creekhale and leave it to have all of light fractions evaporate from
This Parliament ought to know, when people speak out abouttin keeping with the international standard established to get
people of this type, that independent magistrates, experts, atie of the water (and this stuff has no water in it). We need
saying that this person is incredible. It is not the Governmentp adopt a process of testing it which ensures we trap those
Ministers or members of the Department of Industrial Affairslight fractions and measure them instead of letting them
saying that. | know that one member of this Parliament wagscape before the measurements are taken. It is silly. Why
in that department at the same time. Nobody from thatvould you throw half of it away before you begin to evaluate
department is standing up and saying that this man is &?
credible witness. Every now and again in this place, instead The committee is not expert in that matter and has
of the innuendo that gets thrown around some facts ought tinerefore referred the matter to the Environment and Natural
be put on the record and the position at Leigh Creek ought tResources Development Committee and makes all the
be properly and correctly assessed and not just played witkvidence we have available to that committee in the fond

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable hope that the House will adopt the recommendations to
member’s time has expired. enable that to occur.

Motion carried.

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | thank all members for their
contribution. | believe Dr Ted Emmett, the WorkSafe PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: SENSATIONAL
Australia expert, also said that he could not finally conclude ADELAIDE 500
whether or not there had been a risk, there was insufficient
data available, he did not have access to the records of all the Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis:
people who had lived or worked in Leigh Creek and he Thatthe eighty-eighth report of the committee, on the Sensational
recommended that, if it were possible, a longitudinalAdelaide 500 capital works, be noted.
epidemiological study be conducted on that data if it were (Continued from 17 February. Page 866.)
available. On that basis the disquiet that all members of the
committee felt was being expressed by those who had writen Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | am pleased to support the
to the committee and appeared before it to give evidenceotion that this report be noted. The professional manner in
about the problem resulted in our making the recommendawhich the proponents of the Sensational Adelaide event came
tions we have. Accordingly, we wish the matter urgentbefore us was much to be commended. The works that we are
consideration by the Minister for Government Enterprisestonsidering are those necessary to hold the Sensational
Committee of Occupational Health and Safety and a rapiddelaide 500 event, which will be happening soon at the
evaluation on the other part, to which some speakers referrdginning of April. The proponents seem to have planned
and to which | referred in the course of my remarks, of thewell and anticipated possible problems. They developed
viability of the oil shale deposit to be found there andmodest plans on which they could build if responses to ticket
elsewhere. sales exceeded their plans and, from press reports, it is

The quality of that shale varies from place to place. Ther@leasing to note that they have at least met those plans. One
are other deposits outside the existing mine sites at Leigfatter that may be of interest to the House was discovered
Creek. At this stage no real attempt has been made to giveia the course of our proceedings and concerned the cost of
realistic evaluation of that in that, when you evaluate oil shal@recting temporary grandstands. The Sensational Adelaide
from anywhere else in the world, the standard procedure {800 event will be relying on temporary grandstands, as did
to crack it up into small pieces because it is pretty toughthe Grand Prix, and the committee was interested to discover
bituminous stuff in most cases and is not brittle but fairlyjust how much this would cost. The Presiding Member
elastic and it takes a hell of a lot of pounding to grind it up.questioned Mr Andrew Daniels, General Manager, Sensation-
The big difference between other deposits elsewhere in th@ Adelaide 500, and the transcript is as follows:
world and the oil shale we have in South Australia, at Leigh  The Presiding Member: What does it cost to erect each seat in the
Creek and other similar places, is that it is very brittle. Thagrandstand?

P ; Mr Daniels: The budget cost for grandstand seating is $30 per
indicates one other thing, namely, that the amount of heavé(eat, that is, for hire, erection and dismantling of each seat.

viscous materials in the shale is pretty small, so to crack itUp™ The presiding Member: Thisis to bring it on site, install it, make
into small pieces of less than 12 millimetres in diameter irsure it is clean and ready to be sat on and then take it down and
each of the particles, and to leave it until it is dried to get ridremove it afterwards?

of the water in the pores that are not saturated by the bitumi- Mr Daniels: Yes.

. . idi * Wi 2
nous material so that you can then calculate a yield of meDzrrﬁgig:'r?esM%wtﬁ;ﬁggmﬁtb%ﬁé?tb%é%%?r'

hydrocarbons, is not an appropriate way to assess the quantity The Presiding Member: So, you expect it to come in somewhere
of hydrocarbons in this oil shale in South Australia. around or just under that figure?

We know from the evidence we saw on the Public Works ~ Mr Daniels: | sincerely hope so—and | would expect so.
Committee that it is very volatile. The oil and gas fractionsThe committee was interested in this evidence because, in
in the rock immediately escape and burst into flame—addition to seeing the efficient and cost effective way in
spontaneous combustion, with no ignition necessary. Thewhich Sensational Adelaide 500 people appeared to be acting,
are at the very lightest end and there are far greater propathis information contrasted with what the member for Bragg



936 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 3 March 1999

told the House on 26 August 1998 about the cost of tempo- Thatthe eleventh report of the committee, on gambling, be noted.
rary seating when considering the options available to the (Continued from 25 November. Page 413.)

Government on the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium and the best i i

arrangements for holding Olympic soccer in Adelaide. On  Motion carried.

that occasion the Hon. Graham Ingerson stated: PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: ISLINGTON

The whole purpose of the development of the Hindmarsh LANDFILL REMEDIATION PROJECT
Stadium was the Olympic Games: that it was no more or no less than

that. Stage 1 was put together as a development and it was suggested , . . .

that stage 1 would be practical in terms of the Olympic Games. Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis:

When the matter was looked at by then Minister Ashenden, it was That the eighty-sixth report of the committee be noted.

very clear that there would need to be expenditure of about .

$10 million (and | believe that that is the exact figure) to put the (Continued from 11 February. Page 750.)

stadium into Olympic mode and, at the end of that period, there )

would be nothing left—in other words, it would be exactly the same Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | support the recommenda-

as the Grand Prix. Having run the Grand Prix for two years, | knowtjons of the Public Works Committee with respect to the

that we spent in the order of $10 million every year putting it up an iati ; ; ;
taking it down and, at the end of the day, we have some nice ”tt%gmedlatlon project to be undertaken at the Islington Railway

bits of road out there. In essence the Government made the decisi§f€ Or dump. o
that, if it was to spend $10 million to put things into Olympic mode, ~ The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

it ought to leave something behind afterwards. In other words, it Ny CLARKE: Unfortunately, as the Deputy Premier
seemed a pretty reasonable decision for the Government to makg j-aeq this area is in the middle of my electorate, but it is
that, if you are going to spend— ’ . ; I
. ... notadump that the residents of Kilburn are anxious to have.
Then the honourable member was interrupted by interjectiongg has already been stated by a number of other speakers to
and he proceeded to say: date, it was an area of the Islington railway workshop area,
The issue was that we needed to make a decision, which thethich had been set aside for something like 50, 60 years or
Cabinet did make: should we spend $10 million and have nothingnore, where progressively under the former South Australian
:ggvffg"r;’]aertﬂ?ng should we putitinto a development that wouldp iy a5 and Australian National a huge amount of toxic
. . wastes were simply dumped into the area, including blue
That calculation left me a bit befuddled because, on thajshestos, sulphuric acid and a whole range of other toxins
information, if it was going to cost $10 million to prowde_ which have been the cause of great concern to the local
temporary arrangements for Hindmarsh for the OlympiGesjdents. Since the report addresses all the key issues, and
matches, it would have allowed us to erect 300 000 seats angiher speakers have already referred to the technical side, |
still have $1 million left over to spend on things like com- simply echo those sentiments, but | also want to pay some
munications, scoring_ and any alterations to the ground thafiputes to the people who have worked so long and so hard
may have been required. in getting this project under way and for the landfill remedia-
I am left uncertain about this apparent discrepancy in théon to be taking place.
justification for the course of action chosen at Hindmarsh and  Basically, this has all come about because of community
this causes me concern. The committee will be furthegction within the Kilburn area by Kilburn residents, Housing
considering the matter of figures and other arrangements ifyust residents in particular—led very ably by the Housing
relation to the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium in the course of it$rust Tenants Association—Tony Ollivier, Tony Ellmers and
activities this year and | hope at that time that we are able tehe now mayor of the Port Adelaide Enfield Council Her
get information to clarify just what was happening there inwWorship Mayor Johanna McLuskey who was very much
terms of the decision making processes in relation tdnvolved in it prior to being elected to the old Enfield
Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium because, as members recall, tt@uncil. A number of other people were involved, including
committee did not recommend that that development proceedack Watkins, who is the asbestos liaison officer for the
With respect to the Sensational Adelaide 500 | have ndJnited Trades and Labor Council—
further comments to make on the evidence put forward in The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
support of that proposal. As | indicated earlier, the proponents Mr CLARKE: —who, as the member for Bragg has
seem to be doing a good job by approaching the event in @oted, is a very good man and who is absolutely assiduous in
thorough and businesslike manner as well as using creatittéis pursuit of eliminating asbestos fibres from the work site,

marketing mechanisms and | wish them well. from residential housing areas, or from any location where
Motion carried. human beings can come into contact with that particular
dreaded material and suffer a horrible death some 20,
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: QUEEN 30 years after first coming into contact with it. It was those
ELIZABETH HOSPITAL people who formed the basic action group which got things
going. It commenced during the time when the Labor Party
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis: was in power federally, and | will say this, that the Labor
That the eighty-second report of the committee, on the QueePRarty in power federally was very tardy. It had the misfortune
Elizabeth Hospital intensive care redevelopment, be noted. of ha\/ing what | regard as a very poor attitude on the part of
(Continued from 25 November. Page 409.) the then Managing Director of Australian National,
Mr Russell King, and the management of AN which did
Motion carried. everything possible to obstruct and delay the remediation of
that old dump site.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: As the local State member for that area from
GAMBLING December 1993, | had a number of discussions with AN. |

also had discussions with former Federal Ministers for
Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. R.B. Such: Transport, Senator Bob Collins as he then was, and also more
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latterly Laurie Brereton as well. The action that the FederaLabor Party got 75 per cent of the vote at Kilburn in the
Labor Government undertook in January of 1996 was aolling booth.
decision it should have attended to years earlier—and | regret Members interjecting:
that it was not taken years earlier. All I can putitdowntois Mr CLARKE: Yes, we did not win the seat, but that was
| think it was given very bad advice by the management ohot because the working class did not vote for us but because
Australian National at that time. Laurie Brereton, to hisfurther along into North Adelaide, Walkerville, Unley and the
credit, when he became Minister and after | and others halike they did not swing to us anywhere near what they should
contacted him about this site needing remediation, got thhave. As | say, | will not be like Ms Worth; | do pay tribute
CSIRO involved, got the experts out, recognised the problerto the fact that she did help get the money in the sense of
and put forward $5 million of Commonwealth funding for the forcing the hand of the Howard Government to honour its
remediation of that landfill area. pre 1996 election commitment. Good on her for doing it. |
There was then an election in March 1996 which saw thgust wish she would also give generous recognition to the
Howard Government elected. | might say that in the lead ugvork of the community groups, Jack Watkins and others, who
to that Federal election the Federal member for Adelaidénstigated the work from day one when it was not popular,
Trish Worth was also active in trying to get the landfill site when she would not have even known where Kilburn was on
remediated, and she was using it for all it was worth—tothe map. She would not have known how to find her way to
which she was entitled—in terms of making political capitalKilburn from Netherby, until she realised that she wanted to
out of it. get a few votes from that particular area.
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Did you vote for her? The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member’s time
Mr CLARKE: No, | did not vote for her because the has expired.
Labor Party had already promised the $5 million. As the Motion carried.
Leader of the Opposition John Howard promised that he
would maintain that $5 million funding if he was elected to MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES PROTECTION
Government. We all expected the work to be carried out soon ACT REPEAL BILL
after the election results since both political Parties federally
had promised the $5 million. Except there was a problem, Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-
because the then Federal Minister for Transport, Mr Shargnent.
said that they did not have the money and that he would have
to have a complete rethink about it. We then had to go into ~ STATUTES AMENDMENT (RESTRAINING
overdrive, and in particular the Port Adelaide Enfield ORDERS) BILL
Council, the residents, community groups such as the .
Housing Trust Tenants Association and Mr Watkins fromthe S€cond reading.
United Trades and Labor Council to force the issue with .
respect to the honouring of that pre-election commitment blﬁ-raggl)e- T%%Jé'?‘ EVANS (Minister for Industry and
Mr Howard—and it was not easily given by Mr Howard or TR .
the Liberal Party at a Federal level. That this Bill be now read a secon_d time. o
I know that Ms Worth as the Federal member has cIaimeJiSeek leave to have the seqonc_i reading explanation inserted
a lion’s share of the credit. | will give her credit because shd" Hansardwithout my reading it.
did work hard to try to seek the remediation of that landfill Leave granted.
s and.unile et | am prepared o ac g e o A i o S v o Bos
of my pOI'tlca.l opponer}ts. Howe\(er, when one reads he ith restraining orders continues to operate effect?vely. ’
newsletters since that time and since the Howard Govern- The Government recognises the importance of effective domestic
ment's commitment of $5.5 million to remediate that land,violence legislation and considers that the current Act provides a
you would believe hatthe remediaton of that and site wagieEics, SEFIoec, b e e et
due to only one person, name_ly Trish Worth._ That is al% the dgmestigviolence area and that the Domestic Violence Act, P
demonstrable nonsense. At no time have | read in any of hgfhich was introduced by the Liberal Government in 1994, is very
newsletters her thanks to the people who did all of the groungffective.
work when it was not a politically popular issue, when there  However, South Australia’s protection order legislation can still
was not any ground swell of public opinion in a marginal be improved. A number of amendments in the Bill have arisen from

: uggestions by the former Chief Magistrate and the Police. The
Federal Labor seat and when there were a lot of ordinar emaining amendments arise from consideration of the Model

people trying to get the best result. Ms Worth decided thabomestic Violence Laws Discussion Paper released at the National
she would cloak herself with all of the honours. She was th®omestic Violence Summit in November, 1997.

saviour of Kilburn—you could see her riding on a chariot like ~ The Billis divided into several parts. .
Boadicea Part 2 of the Bill will amend section 19A of the Criminal Law
h : . L (Sentencing) Act 1988. Section 19A, which was inserted into the Act
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: as part of the Domestic Violence Act package in 1994, provides for
Mr CLARKE: As the member for Bragg says, ‘She won.’ the Court to initiate the issue of a restraining order where it finds a
However, the interesting thing about it is that at the lasperson guilty of an offence or sentences a person for an offence.
election all the booths in Kilburn swung significantly to the During consultation it has been noted that, while it is important that

- the court may initiate the issue of a restraining order, it must be
Labor Party. The two-Party preferred vote at the Kllburl"recognised that there are situations when a victim, for good reason,

booth was 75 per cent Labor. In every one of those areas ths not applied for an order. Orders made without the consent of the
Labor Party federally scored between 7 and almost 10 pesictim may have the effect of providing less, not more, protection by
cent two-Party preferred swings to the Labor Party. Despitglertlng the defendant to the victim’s whereabouts. Consequently,

. - ; - . t was suggested that the court should consider the danger or risk to
her attempted bribes with respect to installing lights at th he victim, if the defendant does not know the victim’s whereabouts

Kilburn Football Club grounds—the railway transition funds, pefore making the court initiated order. Clause 4 of the Bill makes
suddenly we can get lights at the Kilburn Football Club—thesuch an amendment.
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Part 4 and Part 5 of the Bill make mirror amendments to thebe open to the public. Clause 7(a) and clause 14(a) of the Bill make
Domestic Violence Act and the Summary Procedure Act respectivesuch an amendment.
ly. The bulk, if not all restraining orders, are taken out in the absence

Clauses 5 and 13 of the Bill will make a number of amendment®f the defendant, whether personally or by way of a telephone
to section 4 of the Domestic Violence Act and section 99 of theapplication. Following the issue of the restraining order, the order
Summary Procedure Act to clarify Parliament’s intention and tomust be served personally on the defendant (the order is not effective
overcome a number of practical difficulties. until done so) and the Court must promptly summons the defendant

Firstly, the amendment will restate Parliament’s original intention!© attend the Court within seven (7) days of the issue of the order to
in enacting section 4(R)) of the Domestic Violence Act. Currently, show cause why the order should not be confirmed. The Police and

section 4 rovides that domestic violence will be committed the former Chief Magistrate have identified a number of problems
if on 2 érZOanOF;e separate occasions, the defendant carries olifith sections 8 and 9 of the Domestic Violence Act and sections 99B

specified acts, such as following a family member or loitering2nd 99C of the Summary Procedure Act which establish the
outside the family member’s residence or place of work, so as t‘%rocedure to deal with restraining orders issued ex parte whether
arouse a family member's apprehension or fear. ' through an application made personally, or by telephone. Clauses 7,

: . 8, 14 and 15 of the Bill make a number of amendments to the
Last year, the case &eeman v The Poliogas considered by . : : ; by
the Supreme Court. The Court concluded that the words ‘appreherESpeCtNe sections to resolve the problems that have been identified.

; .~ Those amendment are as follows.
sion or fear’ could not stand alone but had to refer to ‘apprehension ™. ; .
or fear of something To this end, it was held that itp?nust be Firstly, both Acts will be amended to clarify the procedure to be
apprehension or fear of personal injury to or damage to propert ollowed when an order is made ex parte, and to allow the Court to

This interpretation results in paragraghbeing a mere restatement cdjourn the hearing for a period longer than 7 days if a longer period

: : ; is required to enable the summons to be served. Currently, if the
Igfafliegrtr;%ﬁ. 4(Qp) and 4(2Jb). Clearly, this was not intended by summons requiring the defendant’s attendance has not been served

. L ..._on the defendant by the date fixed in the first instance for the
In the second reading speech for the Domestic Violence Bill inearing, the Court may adjourn the matter for a period no longer than
1994, it was recognised that domestic violence is not only physicaj qaysunless there is adequate reasons for a longer adjournment. It
violence but also includes verbal abuse, threats, intimidation, and \ncertain whether difficulty in serving the order is sufficient to
other acts to create fear. The dictionary also confirms that the worqg,nstitute ‘adequate reasons’ for the purpose of obtaining a longer
fear’ and ‘apprehension’ may sensibly refer to a ‘sensation of dread jiournment. In the matter olice v Brenton John Hendersen
or unpleasant anticipation’. This is contrary to the view that thesymmons had been issued, but had expired before eventually being
phrase ‘apprehension or fear’ cannot stand alone. served on the defendant. The order was successfully challenged on
Secondly, the clauses will amend both Acts to provide expresslyhe basis that the summons was not valid. This case highlights the
that a court, when considering whether to grant a restraining ordedgifficulty when a defendant cannot be found immediately; namely
can take into account any fear or apprehension held by the victim defendant can avoid being subject to a restraining order. The new
that is based on incidents that have occurred interstate, and can isamavision will overcome this problem.
arestraining order notwithstanding the defendant is resident outside secondly, the clauses will insert a provision in both Acts so that
this State. The amendment arises out of the cabganin which  the Court may confirm an order if the defendant fails to attend the
a Magistrate refused to grant a domestic violence restraining ord@fearing after having been personally served with the order and
on the basis that he could not consider interstate incidents i§ymmons. Currently, if the defendant fails to appear in answer to a
determining whether a complainant had an apprehension of violencgymmons the order continues unconfirmed, but nevertheless remains
If this interpretation of the Act continues, a victim would need to jn force, For this reason, the ex parte order is not an interim order as
obtain the order in the State in which the incidents raising thet may not be necessarily be followed up and settled. The lack of
apprehension occur, and then register the order in South Australigrovision for confirmation of orders affects the effective operation
There are no reasons why the Court should not take account of feag section 68T of the Family Law Act (Cth). Section 68T, as
or apprehensions of violence occurring in this State which are basegmended in 1995, allows a court imposing a restraining order to
on incidents that occurred interstate. discharge or vary a contact order issued under that Act. This
Finally, the clauses will insert a new provision in section 4 of theprovision allows for the Court to deal with inconsistencies which
Domestic Violence Act and section 99 of the Summary Procedurenay arise when a restraining order is issued after a contact order has
Act to make it clear that the court has the discretion to confirm e&een made. However, under the Commonwealth legislation contact
restraining order without receiving any further submissions ororders may only be suspended for a period of up to 21 days if the
evidence as to the grounds for the order, if the defendant disputes thestraining order is issued on an interim basis. The fact that the State
allegations giving rise to the order but consents to the order. Thiegislation currently does not provide for confirmation means that
amendment was prompted by the Magistrates Court's advice that adhe court does not have the opportunity to suspend or cancel the
many occasions a defendant will consent to the imposition of @ontact order on a more permanent basis. The amendments remedy
restraining order even though he or she denies the grounds on whittis problem.
arestraining order is sought. Thirdly, the clauses will make it clear that, if a hearing to which
Clauses 6 and 13(b) of the Bill will give the Court the discretion the defendant was summonsed is adjourned, the interim or telephone
to order that a specified weapon or article (other than a firearm) bapplication order will continue in force until the conclusion of the
confiscated or disposed of. A court will also be able to authorise adjourned hearing. Given that the Court is given the power to
member of the police force to enter any premises, on which th@djourn the hearing to which the defendantis summonsed, it should
weapon or article is suspected to be, to search for and take possessinclear that the interim order should continue until the issue of
of that item. Currently, there is mandatory confiscation of firearmsgonfirmation is heard.
yet there are situations where a defendant has used other weapons,Fourthly, the Bill will provide the Court with the power to
such as a crossbow, samurai sword, or other exotic collectors itene®nfirm a restraining order with variations having heard evidence at
to threaten a victim. Mandatory confiscation of exotic collectorsthe confirmation proceedings. The observations of a single Supreme
items is not necessarily appropriate. However, if threats are mad@ourt judge inBrunsgard v Dairén 1984 supports the view that the
with reference to such items, the Court should have a discretion tGourt cannot confirm an order with variations. However, once
confiscate them. Obviously, this would not include kitchen knivesevidence has been led at the confirmation hearing, the magistrate is
etc, in relation to which confiscation and disposal would bein the best position to see what protection is required. The terms of
unmanageable. the restraining order given at the ex parte proceedings might not be
Concerns have also been expressed about the current provisigHite appropriate in light of the evidence provided at the confir-
dealing with ‘out of hours telephone applications’. While the mation hearing. This amendment will improve the ability of the court
Magistrates Court Act is sufficiently flexible to allow a magistrate to make orders that are more suited to the particular situation in
to constitute a court in his or her home, due to the provisions of thawhich a family finds itself.
Act, ‘out of hour telephone applications’ to a court may raise  Clause 9 and clause 16 of the Bill will amend section 10 of the
questions of openness and public access to the telephone applicatibomestic Violence Act and section 99d of the Summary Procedure
proceedings. While this provision has not caused practical problem&ct respectively in relation to firearms orders. The Bill will insert
to date, it is preferable that section 8 of the Domestic Violence Achew provisions to provide that when issuing a restraining order the
and section 99b of the Summary Procedures Act make it clear th&ourt must also order that the Defendant must not carry a firearmin
proceedings conducted by telephone under those sections need tiwgé course of his or her employment. Currently, section 10 and
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section 99D require the Court to issue a number of mandatory Victims of domestic violence are entitled to the maximum

supplementary orders to; protection from harm and abuse. The Liberal Government believes
1. cancel a licence or permit to possess a firearm, this Bill enhances the protection afforded to victims of domestic
2. confiscate a firearm violence and other victims of violence and intimidating or offensive

behaviour. In fact, of the comments received to date, it is thought
'?nany of the provisions are to be applauded.
| commend this Bill to the House.

3. authorise a police officer to search premises and tak
possession of a firearm, and

4. disqualify the defendant from obtaining a licence or permit Explanation of Clauses
to possess a firearm. PART 1
However, due to exceptions in the Firearms Act, persons who PRELIMINARY

possess a firearm on behalf of the Crown (such as police officers) do Clause 1: Short title

not need to be licensed to carry firearms, and nor do they have clause 2: Commencement
continuous possession of them—the firearms are simply issued to cjause 3: Interpretation
the person while on duty. A few cases have arisen where restrainin%]ese clauses are formal.
orders have been taken out against police officers. As a matter o PART 2

practice, SAPOL has transferred the officer to duties that do not AMENDMENT OF CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING)
require the possession of a firearm. However, this causes tension ACT 1988
internally as far as duties and careers are concerned. The amend- ~13use 4: Amendment of s. 19A—
ments will make it clear that, by law, a person is prohibited from;s 1ad on finding of guilt or seniencing

possessing a firearm in the course of his or her employment Wh”?)nder section 19A a court may, when convicting a person of an

arestraining order is in force. _ offence, exercise the powers of a Magistrate to issue a restraining
Section 11 of the Domestic Violence Act and section 99e of theyrder against the convicted person. The amendment requires the

Summary Procedure Act will be amended in two ways by clauses 18oyrt to consider whether, if the whereabouts of the victim are not

and 17 of the Bill. FII’Stly, the Bill will amend the sections to pl’OVIde known to the defendant7 the issuing of the order would be counter-
that if a domestic violence restraining order is varied before bei”g)roductive.
d

Restraining orders may be

confirmed, or at any other time, the amended order must be serv PART 3
on the defendant personally. Until the varied order is served, the AMENDMENT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
variation is not binding on the defendant and the order continues in ACT 1994

force as if it were unamended until the variation is served. Secondly, c|ause 5: Amendment of s. 4—Grounds for making domestic
the Bill will amend the sections to allow the Court, when making a,iglence rest'raining orders '

firearms o_]c_d%r, to olrder th?:ha CdOL}y Oc]; th(te_?{ﬁargws otr%er be servephe first amendment clarifies Parliament's intention that the third
gnl.a Spetf]' Ied (fem%oytero ﬁ‘ efendan It e f_our az re_aso?h ement of domestic violence in section 4(2)(c) (which is similar to
elieve the delendant may have access 1o a nrearm auring lking) extends to acts causing general significant apprehension or

employment. This issue was raised in the Discussion Paperreferrqggr as well as to acts causing specific apprehension or fear of
to earlier. It is understood that on most occasions such an order f\?fersonal injury or damage to property.
X .

service will be unnecessary because the defendant will not have™ \ o\ subsection (3) makes it clear that the court may, in

access to afirearm in the course of employment. This is why ServiCgeiermining whether to issue a restraining order, consider events that

of the firearms order will not be mandatory, but rather at the, e taken place outside of the State and may make a restraining
discretion of the Court. However, there will be some occasion rder against a defendant resident outside of the State

where the employer provides an employee with the firearms for th New subsection (4) provides that if a defendant consents to a

purpose of employment, and therefore, without service, theoqyaining order despite disputing some or all of the grounds on
effectiveness of the order may rely on the honesty of the employegyicn the order is sought, the Court may make the order without
in informing the employer that he or she cannot lawfully possess vestigating the grounds of the order further

firearm. This provision will make sure that the effectiveness of the . i v
mandatory order will not be compromised by a failure to notify rest%?#iiz gr.dgrrgendment of s. 5—Terms of domestic violence

relevant people of its eX|stence._ - ... These amendments insert a power for a court, when issuing a

Clauses 11 and 18 of the Bill will insert a new provision in restrajning order, to also order confiscation of a weapon or article
section 12 of the Domestic Violence Act and 99F of the Summarypat has been or might be used by the defendant to threaten or injure
Procedure Act to require a defendant to seek leave of the court a family member or to damage the property of a family member.
to show that there have been substantial changes in the relevafitearms are excluded from the provision because they are dealt with
circumstances since the restraining order was made or last Var'egeparately by means of a compulsory firearms order under the
prior to making an application for variation or revocation of a existing provisions.

restraining order. ] ~ Clause 7: Amendment of s. 8—Complaints by telephone
The Government has been advised that some respondents brifge amendments—
endless applications for revocation of restraining orders, often make it clear that proceedings for a restraining order conducted
immediately after an order adverse to their position has been py telephone do not need to be open to the public (as generally
confirmed. The intention of the provision is to prevent a defendant required under the Magistrates Court Act);
from harassing and intimidating the protected person and from gjter the arrangements for adjournments by recognising that in
wasting valuable court time, by making regular applications from  certain circumstances the usual 7 day adjournment is insufficient
revocation or variation of a restraining order without grounds. to enable the summons to the defendant to be served and
Finally, clause 19 of the Bill will amend section 189 of the  allowing the hearing to be adjourned for a longer period in the
Summary Procedure Act to provide that costs will not be awarded first instance;
against a complainant in proceedings for a restraining order unless require, if a restraining order has been issued in the absence of
the Court is satisfied that the complainant has acted in bad faith or the defendant or pursuant to a telephone order, a positive step of
unreasonably in bringing the proceedings. This provision is based confirmation of the order at the hearing to which the defendant
on clause 19 in the Discussion Paper which was supported in a is summoned even if the defendant does not then appear.
number of submissions received by the government. It is argued that (Currently, the order simply continues without confirmation. The
by removing the inhibiting cost factor more domestic violence amendment is necessary as a result of provisions in the
prosecutions and contested restraining orders could go to trial. Commonwealth Family Law Act which only allow a contact
Arguably, cost penalties are significant barriers to effective operation order to be cancelled or suspended for more than 21 days if the
of domestic violence legislation. Queensland, Northern Territory, restraining order is permanent rather than ‘interim’.);
New South Wales and Western Australia to varying degrees have provide that a restraining order may be confirmed in an amended
provided that costs will not be awarded against complainants in  form.
proceedings for a restraining order, exceptin certain circumstances. Clause 8: Amendment of s. 9—Issue of domestic violence
The primary benefit of this provision is that it removes costs as destraining order in absence of defendant
disincentive for people who, as a matter of policy, should not berhis amendment applies similar amendments to those contained in
dissuaded from using the legislation; namely the people with genuingection 8 in relation to telephone applications to the procedures
applications whether or not those applications are successful.  applicable to ordinary applications for restraining orders set out in
The Bill also contains a number of other minor amendments. section 9.
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‘The amendments also clarify the approach in relation tdoefore the House. Then, almost as an afterthought, the then
adjourned hearings and make sure that it matches that which appligginister for Health (Dr Armitage) launched the smoke-free

in relation to complaints by telephone. ‘o
Clause 9- Amendment of s. 10—Firearms orders dining push and, eventually, those amendments were placed

The amendment extends the compulsory firearms order that muggfore this House and then the Upper House. | want to make
accompany a restraining order to include an order that the defendag®me comments about that.

be prohibited from possessing a firearm in the course of employment. If the process that was adopted by the previous Minister

Clause 10: Amendment of s. 11—Service had been more consultative, more coordinated and more
The amendments—

require variations of orders to be served on the defendan?lanned' perhaps we Wo_uld_ n_Ot be back here today m?‘king
personally before they become binding; these amendments. While it is true to say that sometimes,
enable the court to order that a copy of a firearms order be servedith respect to legislation, one needs to wait for a time to see
on the defendant's employer; where things perhaps are not working as one had hoped, or

authorise the police, if they have reason to believe that a pers : :
is subject to a restraining order that has not been served, to detsa%a't for some time to pass so that one can see where the

the person for up to 2 hours to facilitate service. pl’OblemS are, | fll’mly be“eve that |f we had ha.d a better
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 12—Variation or revocation ofprocess in the beginning—in 1997—we may not have been
domestic violence restraining order here today making these amendments.

The first amendment provides that a defendant may only apply for | ant to again talk about that process, because quite often
variation or revocation of a restraining order with the leave of the, ’

Court, which will only be given if there has been a substantial changfN€ former Minister for Health, even to this day, likes to

in the relevant circumstances since the order was made or last varigflention in the House that the Opposition did not support his
The second amendment is of a technical nature ensuring that ttgmendments for smoke-free dining. So, | will take this

variations referred to do not include variations made on Conﬁrmaﬂo'ﬂ)pportunity to remind people of exactly what happened. At

of a restraining order. - o
Clause 12:gAmendment of 5. 15—O0ffence to contravene or fal '€ time, the Opposition never saw the amendments that the

to comply with domestic violence restraining order Government was putting up in relation to smoke-free dining
The amendment removes the reference to a divisional penalty. until Question Time of the day on which they were to be
PART 4 debated. There had been an enormous amount of discussion,

AMENDMENT OF SUMMARY PROCEDURE ACT 1921 i ;
Clause 13: Amendment of s. 99—Restraining orders we understand, in the Liberal Party room. There had been

Clause 14: Amendment of s. 99B—Complaints by telephone disagreements. There was a lot of information floating around

Clause 15: Amendment of s. 99C—Issue of restraining order ifin the media and we were getting lots of information back
absence of defendant _ from various interest groups—from the AHA to the licensed
Clause 16: Amendment of s. 99D—Firearms orders clubs to the restaurants’ association, to the members of the

Clause 17: Amendment of s. 99E—Service . .
Clause 18: Amendment of s. 99F—Variation or revocation ofd€Neral public—but we did not have those amendments to

restraining order even make a decision on when our Caucus met on the
These amendments correspond to the amendments made to fheesday morning of the week in which the Lower House
Domestic Violence Act debate took place.

Clause 19: Amendment of s. 189—Costs
This amendment provides that costs will not be awarded against.a The reason for that was, of course, that the Government

complainant in proceedings for a restraining order (under thétself was only finally considering the final version on that
Domestic Violence Act or Summary Procedure Act) unless the Counnorning and there was no time to give it to the members of

is satisfied that the complainant has acted in bad faith or unreasoghe Opposition in order for them to consider it at the same
ably in bringing the proceedings. time. | recall very clearly that | received the amendments

: during Question Time on that day, and the Government
Ms STEVENS secured the adjournment of the debate. insisted that the debate carry through and be done on that day.

TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATION (SMOKING So, there was no time at all for the Opposition to be able to

IN UNLICENSED PREMISES) AMENDMENT BILL closely look at those amendments for the debate in the Lower
House: that was the reason why we voted against them. So,
Adjourned debate on second reading. when the former Minister for Health stands up and says it
(Continued from 17 February. Page 802.) again—that we did not vote for his amendments in the Lower

House—that is the reason. The fact was that it was a vintage

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): The Opposition supports the Armitage process. It was rushed, there was no consultation,
amendments proposed by the Government. First, | would likeveryone was confused, lots of people were annoyed and
to give some background on the initial Bill and then thecertainly it was a very unsatisfactory way to handle a very
amendment, talk about the Bill at hand, in particular, and theimportant issue.
refer to the feedback that we have received which has enabled When the Bill went to the Upper House the Opposition
us to come to the position that we have adopted in relation thad a number of amendments and we supported the final
it. position—and | must say that we were happy to support the

Members who were part of this Parliament before the lastinal position that came out of the discussions in the Upper
election would remember that the smoke-free dining legislaHouse. But even then, | must say that it was still a very
tion was brought in as part of a reopening of the Tobaccoushed business in terms of the details in relation to the
Products Regulation Act by the Government when thesmoke-free dining provisions. So, | just say again | believe
Government was facing the need to strengthen healtthat, if we had had a better process two years ago when this
provisions in the Tobacco Products (Control) Act. At thatlegislation went through, we might not have been standing
time there was a High Court challenge (which, as we knowhere today looking at this amendment. As | said before, the
was eventually lost) with respect to the legality of StateOpposition supports the amendment. We are persuaded that
imposing excise on tobacco, alcohol and petrol. The Act wathe position that the Government has put—the fact that the
opened and amendments were made to strengthen heattiwrrent Act is unfair to unlicensed premises in relation to
provisions. The Government first of all put up taxes on tatheir right to apply for an exemption the same as licensed
levels of cigarettes, and that was how the Act first cam@remises can—is valid.
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I would like to put on the record some of the information corner store but also in the case of outlets in major shopping centres

and feedback that | have received from various people ihere, because unlicensed, enclosed restaurants can no longer allow
moking, the Lotto patrons who used those premises while waiting

relatlon.to this ISSue. Generally, the_communlty h‘?‘s beeﬁor aresultin Lotto have either been forced elsewhere or simply no
supportive. For instance, representatives of the Anti-Cancggnger participate—a further loss of revenue to locally-based small
Foundation have said to me that they are very pleased overallisiness.

that we have the smoke-free dining concept principle in place We seek an urgent meeting with you to fairly resolve this
in South Australia. They believe that the changes to th&nfortunate situation.
overall thrust of smoke-free dining are minimal and, in thel have contacted the Small Retailers Association, and it told
big scheme of things, is a very small change, but that thene that it had met with the Minister. Its bottom line is that
benefits are still way ahead. The Heart Foundation essentialsmoking should be banned everywhere in terms of dining. It
agreed with that. | have a letter from Bob McEvoy, thestates that the situation now is that it has first bite of the
Executive Director of the Heart Foundation, which states, ircherry and that each case will be dealt with on its merits. It
part: says that there are still some establishments—some very
There has been concern relating to the uneven treatment of cofféénall delicatessens and so on—that will not be able to get an
shops compared to hotels and we believe that this part of a cafe@xemption because they will be unable to offer the choice
business is unIiker to resume. Therefore, this amendment, WhiCbetween a smoke-free and a Smoking environment.

overcomes the uneven playing field, is a necessary move. | believe . S i .
that the principle of being able to dine smoke-free in any cafe o Nally the Small Retailers Association said—and it was

hotel is preserved by this amendment. Any exemptions should bdappy for me to say this—that for once it could support a
reviewed after a reasonable period of time. Governmentissue, and that has been a rarity over the past two

That is a good suggestion by Bob McEvoy—that anyor.three years. | put that on the reco_rd. Essentia}ly, it. supports

exemptions should be reviewed after a reasonable period 81iS but is saying that some establishments will still not be

time. If that is not happening, is it planned? The Australiar@b!e to receive an exemption and will need to deal with the

Medication Association would have preferred no smokingf@ct that they may lose business. | do not believe that there

with any dining at all, anywhere, and | can understand thaf @ny way around that. | believe in the principle of smoke-

view. free dining. | cannot see that there is any other way around
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: that for some of those small establishments.

Ms STEVENS: That's true. The Minister is correct. = Finally, just today, | received a copy of a letter that had

The AMA's view would be no smoking—full stop. However been sent to the Minister for Human Services. It was dated
it recognises the discrepancy in the current Act, and it March and was written by Ainslee Hooper, Executive

believes that in the scheme of things we are moving in th&irector, Restaurant and Catering SA. I must say it has raised
right direction: it supports the amendment. a number of issues. | have not had a chance to speak with

Prior to the Bill's being introduced, | received a detailed Ms Hooper because | received this letter only this afternoon.

letter from the Small Retailers Association to the Minister,”€rhaps I will make contact— _
the Hon. Dean Brown, outlining its major concerns with the ~ 1he Hon. Dearl Brown interjecting: _
current Act and its operation. The letter certainly encapsulates MS STEVENS: Yes, Ainslee Hooper. It is a copy of a

the reason behind the change and | would like to put it on thé€tter thatwenttoyou.
record: The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

While this association supports a universal smoke-free policy fo Ms STEVENS: The Minister says that he has spoken to

dining areas, we must protest in the strongest possible terms to tfer, and | am pleased that he has. Perhaps | V}’“! be able to
discriminatory impact of the new legislation which became law oncatch up with him between now and when the Bill is debated

4 January 1999. in the Upper House to find out what has happened. | want to

Jou will, no doubt, be aware of the furore which has occurred.yt on the record the issues Ms Hooper has raised. Her letter
and already we have evidence of non-licensed premises losi

business (in the range of 8 to 30 per cent). That loss may well be t91t€S:

licensed premises who are allowed significant concessions under the Dear Minister, | was pleased to learn from the media that you

Act. have introduced a Bill to Parliament to amend section 47 of the
None of the retailers who have contacted the Small RetailerFobacco Products Regulation Act 1997 which prohibits smoking in

Association object to the primary intentions of the legislation, butenclosed public cafe and dining areas from 4 January 1999 in its

they do object to the secondary outcome—they are clearly commeirequitable treatment of unlicensed cafes.

cially disadvantaged and suspect deliberately so. This is a major deficiency in the Act, which needs to be remedied
Further to this we discovered on 29 December 1998 that thand one to which | alerted your departmental representatives when

Small Retailers Association was not on the mailing list for informa-they met with me and other industry colleagues in the third week of

tion on this issue, and we note that neither ourselves or the Retalanuary.

Traders Association were seen as being relevant contact points for However, the South Australian Restaurant and Catering Industry

help/advice, as outlined in the Government’s kit. But perhaps ifAssociation, which trades as Restaurant and Catering SA, is

neither of us were officially considered as having any interest in thelisappointed that the amending legislation was drawn up and

matter, then leaving us out naturally follows. introduced without any consultation with the industry.

That is something that perhaps the Minister and his officer8y way of aside, | would be interested to hear the Minister’s
need to address in terms of good relationships. The lettafomment on that, because if that is the case, it is of concern.
continues: That was the problem we had the last time around with the

Some 50 per cent of our membership are impacted significantijormer Minister. | know that the level of consultation and
by this legislation,and we now find that the direct mailing of the hearing that people get these days has changed. | wonder

information kit (on 1 September 19987?) simply did not reach allyhether the Minister will address that concern. The letter

involved with the selling of food. When we requested kits for them ti .

on 29 December 1998, we were told that 6 000 had been posted ofPMUNUES:

in September and no more were available. We did however receive As you will be aware from previous representations made by us

one kit on 5 January 1999. to you and your department, the current Act is, in our view, deficient
But, the outcome of this whole process gets worse—we can noin far more than its treatment of unlicensed cafes. The amending Bill

point to a falling away of business for X-lotto outlets not only in the ought to have been an opportunity to attempt to come to grips with
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all of the problems smoke-free dining has caused for an important The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): | support the
industry and source of employment, and in particular youthamendments which have been made by the Government and
employment, in South Australia. the Minister for Human Services, in particular. | do not
Ms Hooper then goes into a number of other issues in thibelieve that these amendments go far enough, but they
letter, as follows: recognise a very significant problem in terms of discrimina-

It is causing a diversion of dining custom from restaurants tofion. They still do not totally sort out the discrimination issue,
hotels. Smokers can obtain counter meals in bars, as well as smokeélt an 80 per cent result is much better than the position in

while dining in bistro lounge areas in hotels which have a separatg/hich a lot of people found themselves three or four weeks
non-smoking dining area. Many restaurants and cafes do not ha

separate rooms or areas that can permit similar smoking and non= | ived quit . t of literat d lett
smoking areas in accordance with the provisions of the Act, and as ! FECEIVEA qQUItE an amazing amount ot literature ana leters

aresult are losing customers to nearby hotels. from people. Admittedly, they were what | call stereotype
~ This switch of trade from the restaurant industry to the hotelletters which had been filled out by individual cafes but they
industry is hardly consistent with promoting South Australia’'sranged from Unley and the City of Adelaide in the electorate

reputation for fine dining, experiences which the PR campaign fo ;
smoke-free dining has emphasised as one of its major benefits. Itbsf Bragg to Norwood. Quite a large range of very small

also inconsistent with the South Australian Tourism Commission'@usinesses were greatly affected in that short time by the
Best Kept Secretsarketing campaign, which draws attention to discriminatory legislation.

South Australia’s top-class restaurants and cafes as the key to the From their comments, | note that the variations in profit
taste’ of the State. loss—and | am talking about profit loss not turnover loss—

The Act is unclear on whether outside areas enclosed b
tarpaulins will be within or outside its jurisdiction. We raised this Yuere from 5 per cent through to 40 per cent. Those of us who

matter with your department representatives at a seminar on tHaAve been in business would know that, if you lose more than
smoke-free dining issue in November, and while they believe th&0 per cent of your profit, in essence, you cannot afford to

areas would not be covered by the Act because tarpaulins did nglay your expenses any more. Of course, that was the case

constitute ‘solid walls’ there is still no legal ruling on this issue. Yvith a large number of family owned businesses, involving
Winter will soon be upon us, and we now seek from you an urgen

definitive ruling on the status of tarpaulin areas under the Act.  ON€ Of two people, usually husband and wife, or partners, and

- . usually the children at some stage: they were totally discrimi-

Perhaps the Minister can shed some light on that. The lette[,1q against by this piece of legislation. Clearly, it was not

continues: intentional as far as the Government was concerned. | had the
Enforcement of the Act has always been of concern to Restauraprrivilege of being involved with the then Minister for Health

& Catering SA and is increasingly so, as members now report thagnq talking through this issue with the hotels, in particular.

diners are insisting on lighting up despite the law and the restaus . . . :
rateur’s representations. Some smokers are even travelling with thl(j.%m' this was an issue which was overlooked at the time but

own portable ashtrays to assist them in defying the law. AccordingiyWhich has been corrected very quickly.
the lengths to which restaurateurs are expected to and can go, given | put on record a couple of comments that have come from

that they cannot physically throw patrons out the door, needs urgepleqple. They explain much better than | the feelings they had

clarification. It must be said, too, that the penalties currentl . . . "
provided for in the Act for breaches—either $500 or $1 000 forabOUI this legislation and how it directly affected them. A

restaurateurs and only $200 for smoking patrons—are inequitablétter came from a person who owned a cafe in the centre of
and illogical. By definition, smoking, if it occurs, will be by a patron Adelaide, in one of the larger shopping centres. Also, located

and, as the above suggests, one who is deliberately flouting thﬂgry close to it, was a tavern. They were able to quantify
g?%‘fg%?ﬁg}sa%{i?ﬁ(')iv‘{ﬁg?e";?:u?gtse"ﬁ'ﬁéﬁgg;ﬂg the implicationgyore specifically the traffic flow away from their business
than perhaps a lot of other smaller businesses were able to do.
| would appreciate the Minister's comment on those pointsThis cafe was quite a large cafe in the bottom of a shopping
The letter continues: centre; it was an open cafe; and an atrium went up about eight
A major problem has developed in recent weeks with somestoreys, so members probably know where it was. A total of
unscrupulous patrons taking advantage of being legally unable %85 per cent of its sales came from the sale of coffee only.

smoke in the restaurant by slipping outside ‘for a cigarette’ and usingynen it suddenly lost 40 per cent of that business to the
the opportunity to leave the establishment without paying. Thes

‘smoke runners’ (a term adopted by the media) are engaging iFRVErN Some 300 metres away, it had a very significant effect
criminal activity, which | acknowledge is outside the confines of theon their small business.
smoke-free dining legislation. However, it is an unintended Their comments were that the business was based on the
consequence of the legislation which we believe you, as Ministe§gle of coffee and soft drinks; some 55 per cent of the
responsible for it, have an obligation to assist addressing. business was related to coffee sales: and 35 per cent of the
As | said before, I would like the Minister to comment on business was from people who came and smoked cigarettes.
these issues and | will certainly be talking with Ms Hooper.Because it was in an atrium area, there were never any
If there were some way in which we could address some afomplaints about it. It is an unusual exercise because it is a
these issues, that would be a good thing. | would be interestenlgry big atrium and members can understand how, with
in seeing what the Minister can do in relation to this issueescape fans up the top, you could pull out the air and not
while still, obviously, upholding the principle of smoke-free necessarily notice it. It was a unique position.
dining. Those people lost some 40 per cent of their business in
In conclusion, the Opposition supports the Government'shree weeks. Because the tavern was so close, they were able
amendment. It acknowledges the necessity on health grountissee what was happening; they could talk to the people who
for smoke-free dining and it acknowledges the discrepanciiad been their customers for two or three years and who were
in the way in which licensed premises are treated versusitting at the bar of the tavern not only having their coffee and
unlicensed premises. It notes the point that has been made bgndwiches but also smoking. It is an absolute anomaly where
unlicensed premises that they are at a disadvantage aridthe closed room of the tavern you could have sandwiches
therefore, it supports this amendment which attempts tand coffee and in the open part of that same room, virtually
redress this issue, although it knows that not all unlicensedut off by rope, you could eat your food but could not smoke.
establishments will, in fact, be able to get exemptions. So, in the enclosed environment of the tavern within 300
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metres of this business, two systems were working side bthere is absolutely no doubt that the general thrust of this
side. Yet in the cafe you could not have that same environlegislation is to remove smoking from the general eating
ment: they could not put a rope down the middle because theareas; that is the way this Government wants to go and |
were restricted. supportit. | commend the Bill to the House and congratulate
They have put the argument very strongly to me that theyhe Government in moving so quickly to sort out some very
were losing close to $3 000 a week, $150 000 a year; thdifficult problems for small business.
turnover of the business was just over $1 million; and their
break even point was $750 000, so they were virtually onthe Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | put on the record that
break even point even though they had a very successfliem a smoker. | enjoy smoking—
business prior to this change. They also pointed out that not Mr Hamilton-Smith: Not in Parliament, | hope.
only was it affecting their business—and they had put offtwo Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Never in Parliament as that is
people in that time—but the suppliers of coffee (particularlyagainst the law. | am a smoker who enjoys a puff of a
the coffee that they got, which was a special brand) had alsgigarette and | always defend the rights of smokers. It amazes
had to put off people because it was not only their smalme that the Party of the individual, the Party that pretends to
business being affected but, because the coffee supplitrok out for small business and the rights of individuals, has
supplied a whole range of other businesses in similar modé)troduced a piece of legislation that collectively makes a
it had some significant problems. In effect, the legislation hadlecision about who can and cannot enjoy individual rights.
removed a business opportunity from one group of peopl# is amazing that this Government thinks it is perfectly okay
and given it to the hotels. We have already done a ver§o go into the front bar of a pub, have a beer, a counter meal
significant job in setting up the hotels in relation to the pokerand a cigarette. But, if you walk into a coffee shop in
machine advantage and we are now shifting another range binley—
people into the hotels. Mr Clarke: That's a long way from your electorate. Don’t
The honourable member talked a little about shoppingou have a cup of coffee in your electorate?
hours and he knows full well that that is nonsense. | am a Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | can go into a coffee shop on
retailer. | actually know something about it; the honourableHenley Beach Road and enjoy the beautiful Greek or Italian
member is a former union official who knows nothing aboutfood, but | cannot have a cigarette, but | could walk into the
it. The difference is that at least everybody had the samRoyal pub front bar, order a counter meal and smoke a
opportunity. If you can compete in an open market you haveigarette. When this legislation, which | support, was first
the same opportunity, but when legal restrictions prevent yointroduced a number of small business people came to my
from competing, that is a different kettle of fish. With this office saying, ‘Look, this legislation is all very well in
group who came with me to see the Minister, the Ministersummer; people can sit outside if there is alfresco dining,
was responsive to their argument. He had already decidednjoy a meal and have a cigarette.” They tell me that in winter
prior to our seeing him, that some changes were necessamwhen it gets much colder and there is no heating in outdoor
but it was important that this group of small business peoplareas and only heating inside, smokers will be hugely
were able to put their position directly to the Minister. disadvantaged in being able to enjoy a pleasant evening out
This Bill brings some equilibrium, but still does not allow with a partner, friend or wife and enjoy a cigarette after a
a small delicatessen to rope off a quarter or half of the shomeal.
and say that it will supply food in that area with no smoking  How far will we go in eliminating smokers’ rights? This
and supply coffee in the other area where you can smoké&overnment thinks it is perfectly okay for one to be driving
That is the situation in hotels and, whilst the move has beeim a car, have three children in the back and all the windows
significant, there is still an inconsistency even though it is notlosed and smoke a cigarette but one cannot answer a mobile
nearly as great as it was. The people who have spoken to nphione. This Government thinks it is okay to be in a coffee
are happy with the change. They believe the equity has beesthop with ventilation and fans, where the only person
placed back again and they will be watching with interest tanhaling the smoke is the smoker, but you cannot smoke
see how these laws are tested and implemented becausethbre. | am finding this legislation hard to come to grips with,
of us know that it will be very difficult to police, even the but | understand the principle of it: the principle is that we
existing laws in hotels and clubs. want to ensure that we are protecting the health and safety of
The other company that sent a detailed letter to me is aur young people. We are ensuring that South Australians
supplier of coffee essence and coffee grain. It clearly put thenow the risk they take when they light up a cigarette.
viewpoint that it was affected in its wholesale business quite | know the risk: on my packet of cigarettes it says that
dramatically. It was a family business. Its turnover had fallersmoking will harm you if you are pregnant, and will cause
about 15 per cent and it reported that many of its customeising cancer or heart disease. | accept that, but as an individual
in the retail area had seen falls of up to 50 per cent. We haddmake a choice to smoke a cigarette. | realise that other drugs
awide range from 5 per cent at the bottom end to 50 per cesuch as alcohol do not affect anyone else, at least when | am
loss of business. drinking it. However, someone can get violent, get drunk or
Mr Clarke interjecting: cause an accident driving a car and those drugs are not
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Very good legislationthat banned in their consumption. We try to legislate to keep it
was. One of the few things | will be remembered for in thisdown if you are driving a vehicle, but smokers’ rights are
Parliament is Sunday trading. The Minister has movedeing eroded to a point where ordinary South Australians
quickly to recognise an anomaly. | congratulate him and thevho want to smoke are becoming leapers. The Government
Government for moving quickly to sort out this anomaly, butand some of its bureaucrats take the line that smoking is
I warn the Minister and the Government that we still have asomething we can outlaw or legislate away, maybe to the
whole range of inconsistencies in this area. We will have goint of prohibition or to the point where South Australians
lot of difficulty policing some of these inconsistencies. | hopeand Australians cannot choose or have the right to smoke a
common sense prevails in policing this whole area becausggarette or tobacco.
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I am in favour of raising the age limit for people smoking. their day-to-day business. There may be a small factory
I am happy to make it 21 years old or to impose huge finesround the corner from which workers come in to buy
on people who sell cigarettes to minors or people under theandwiches, a cup of coffee or perhaps a Farmers’ Union iced
age of 21 years, but if we are concerned about young peopletoffee or whatever. These people are now disfranchised
health and safety, | point out that they can go to a nightclulbecause they cannot smoke their cigarettes in these establish-
in the city and, in a totally enclosed area with music playingments and of course the small businesses are hurting. While
they can buy alcohol and they can smoke. That is perfectlysupport the legislation, | think the Government—
okay, but do not have a meal there because you could The Hon. Dean Brown:Do you think they should be able
jeopardise your health. That is terrible and could destroy youio smoke wherever they like?
evening. You cannot possibly have a meal and smoke but you Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, | did not say that at all. The
can go to a nightclub and spend six or seven hours in Minister asks whether | believe people should be able to
nightclub, drink alcohol and smoke as long as you are nosmoke wherever they like. No, | do not, but where does he
having a meal. draw the line? It is okay to smoke in a car full of children but

If the Minister is going to do it, he should do it properly. people cannot smoke in a restaurant. | would like the Minister
The Minister should have the courage and say,'We aréo answer that but, of course, he cannot answer because he
banning smoking in all places which are licensed or unli-cannot police that, but they can police smoking in small
censed and which involve enclosed areas; we are bannirmisinesses. What if someone lights a cigarette in a restaurant
smoking in motor vehicles, in homes, in public buildings, and the proprietor does not know that a person is smoking in
restaurants, front bars of pubs,” but the Minister will not dotheir business? Will they receive a fine? How can that be fair?
that. The Minister is being selective and he has disfranchiselddo not see it being fair at all.
thousands of smokers in South Australia simply because this Having run a small business myself, | know that often one
Government has fallen to the lobby of the AMA and theencounters difficult patrons, people who will not listen and
Health Foundation. people who will behave any way they like and it can be

That is perfectly okay and | accept that. | accept that therdifficult to try to tell someone that they cannot smoke in your
is a need to curb smoking in South Australia and | am happjpusiness. On the whole, | support the legislation. Many parts
to see the Government spend taxpayers’ money in fundingf the legislation do not make sense. The legislation is a bit
advertising to cause people to stop smoking. | am happy thypocritical. Certainly, | support young people kicking the
see education programs educating our young people to stgmoking habit but | will see what the Government does about
smoking. | am happy with all that and have encouraged it buthat at a future date.
as an adult, | have a right to choose to smoke my cigarettes.
I have a right to decide my fate in terms of smoking. Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): The Minister will be

Mr Hamilton-Smith: Don't inflict it on anyone else. pleased to know that | will not use my full 20 minutes.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | do not want to inflict it on The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
anyone else. What hypocrisy. | could go to a coffee shop Mr CLARKE: No more stunned than | was by the
where every patron smokes. They can order a meal, but thewember for Bragg. | was totally nonplussed by his devotion
cannot have a cigarette even if every single patron smokego small retailers after what he did to small retailers when you

An honourable member: Smokers only. were Premier, Minister, with respect to shopping hours on

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Smokers only. Of course, we Sundays here in the city which did so much to destroy small
cannot have that. That is fine; it is the Government’s decisionetailers—
and | supported it in Caucus. | support our decision here but Mr Hanna: And shop leases!
| believe there is an imbalance. It is okay for someone to go Mr CLARKE: —and shop leases, as well, as the member
to a nightclub, drink and get intoxicated and give me a hardor Mitchell reminds me. | support the legislation and the
time, but | cannot light a cigarette in a restaurant and blowcomments of the shadow Minister, the member for Elizabeth.
smoke in someone’s face. | would get a $400 fine. The wish to make a couple of comments with respect to what the
situation is hypocritical. member for Peake and the member for Bragg have said. |

The other point | wanted to make is that the Party of smalhccept that those who choose to smoke cigarettes should not
business, the Party which introduced Sunday trading ande treated as lepers by our society. | can understand from
wrecked hundreds of small businesses throughout this Staténe to time when this type of legislation is brought forward
the Party which supports a GST on small business, the Partiiat they will feel somewhat ostracised in public but, at the
which has ravaged small business with its payroll taxes, nowend of the day, being a non-smoker myself, if | went to a
is also attacking the self-employed owners of coffee shopgafe, restaurant or hotel prior to these laws being enacted,
delicatessens and retailers. Before | entered this place | wadten | would be inflicted with cigarette smoke being blown
a retailer, unlike many of the so-called small business Partin my face, literally, by not all smokers by any stretch of the
who have never worked in a small business in their life andmagination but in the main often by a small minority of non-
who do not know how to run a business. Most of them havehinking smokers who were cavalier in their attitude towards
been professionals—Ilawyers, teachers or doctors—and nopgher patrons of restaurants who did not want to smoke and
of them has been running a small business, apart from th&ho also wanted to enjoy the ambience of a restaurant.
member for Waite who ran very efficiently— I know some small retailers—and the members for Bragg

Members interjecting: and Peake referred to them—in some instances are doing it

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: True, | will concede that: some tough in terms of loss of revenue because smokers are now
law firms are small businesses. The Government comes imot having their coffee and snacks in their cafe because of the
here and is now saying to a deli owner who has been ravagéaws that have been introduced. When such laws are brought
by service stations and multinationals, who have beein they need to be handled sensitively and these are the points
supported by this Government, that they cannot have smokirthat the member for Elizabeth very adequately highlighted in
patrons. Many corner delis rely on a small clientele to rurher contribution. But all is not doom and gloom for these
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business houses. At the end of the day the member for Peake, Mr CLARKE: | am not suggesting that the member for
even in winter, will want to go to a restaurant to take a friendPeake suggested that, but | am saying that there are people in
out or join friends for a meal. He will not want to stay at the community who still work for lobbyists and so on for
home closeted within his four walls, just smoking cigarettesigarette companies. They say, ‘Well, it is my right to choose
and feeling ostracised at not being able to go out and enjoywp smoke cigarettes, it is not impacting on anyone else,’ but
himself in a restaurant, cafe or whatever. Ultimately, becausi does in terms of our public health budget in respect of
he is a human being, he will want to interact with people andreating the people who abuse cigarettes and cause themselves
he will go out and go back to restaurants and realise that h&ubstantial ill health in the health care system.

will just have to take a heavier overcoat so that he can step Mr Koutsantonis: What about drinking?

outside to have his cigarette after his evening meal. Mr CLARKE: The member for Peake refers to drinking

That is what he and those other smokers will come talcohol. Yes, | plead guilty to drinking moderate amounts of
learn, that they will accommodate themselves and enjoy italcohol as do a significant number of other people. Indeed,
I remember the days in offices when | used to be in thamoderate drinking is beneficial to the health. Of course, if
insurance broking business and ashtrays were on every desgku abuse any substance, you are likely to cause yourself
It was not that long ago that was the case and office workeneng-term health injuries and as a consequence we have laws
smoked profusely during the day. When it was suggested thaihd severe penalties that deal with those issues. In fact, if you
they would ban cigarette smoking in offices, it was suggestedbuse substances such as alcohol or drugs and are found
it would cause a loss of morale, greater absenteeism angliilty, then you pay a price. The issue is that this is a measure
cause some of the best staff to leave and go elsewhere so tihgtthe Government to correct some of the anomalies intro-
they could smoke. In fact, none of those things happened.duced, which could have been sorted out when this legislation

What happened was that they accepted the fact that thayas first introduced at the end of 1997 had the then Minister
had to go outside to have a cigarette. If anything, the nonfor Health taken the time and the trouble to discuss more fully
smokers got more upset, and | know of one case when | wahe impact of the legislation that he was considering with the
a union official. The staff of the Public Service Associationvarious stakeholders. He chose not to do so, but the Govern-
put in a log of claims—and my union covered their staff—ment at least is now attempting to correct in some small way
and the non-smokers wanted an extra two weeks’ annughat particular oversight and | commend the legislation to the
leave a year to compensate for the fact that they did not leaudouse.
their desks to go outside for a cigarette 25 times a day.

Someone had sat with a stopwatch and calculated the number The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human

of minutes each smoker took when they had gone outside toervices): | thank members for their contribution to the
have a cigarette during the day while the non-smokers wergebate. | would like to touch on a number of the issues raised.
at their desks working. They wanted to be compensated fdrirst, the shadow Minister for Health, the member for
the time that they spent at their desks compared with th&lizabeth, raised the issue that there should be a review of the
smokers who spent their time outside polluting the air. exemptions granted. The exemptions are granted for three

People accommodate themselves to those changgears and so there will an automatic review after three years.
circumstances. | expressed reservations at the time the form@he also advised me of the letter from the Restaurant and
Minister for Health brought in this legislation—it was a Catering Association. | have had discussion with Ms Ainslee
revenue raising measure, there had been little consultatiddooper. We have been through the issues. Most of the issues
and all the rest of it. My complaint to the then Minister for are administrative issues. Some of them do not clearly come
Health was the lack of consultation with those parties thaunder the responsibility of the Government, in particular
were affected, not the principle. | believed in the principlepeople who go outside to smoke and then do not come back
and, accordingly, | have wholeheartedly endorsed what tht® pay their account. That was occurring before this legisla-
Government has done in the sense of taking gradual stepstion. | had heard of people doing that beforehand. It is still
eliminating smoking in public places, as we have done in th@ccurring. That is a matter for those restaurant owners,
workplace. This has been in place for a long period in publignanagers and, if need be, to call in the police and take
places, at the work site and so on and people have accommappropriate action. This is not the only area where this
dated themselves, and when people now realise they canmagcurs. It occurs with petrol stations with the sale of petrol
smoke in cafes and restaurants the same thing will happend things such as that.

However, | accept that some small retailers are doing it As | said, the issues are mainly administrative and
tough and they can lay the blame in part, not totally, at thisvis Hooper has agreed to talk with the department to work
legislation. If some small retailers are not blaming the pokieshrough a number of those issues. In relation to the tarpaulin
for their financial losses, they are blaming it on the fact thabr marquee, clearly if the sides are down and the area is
smoking laws have been introduced and that that is the reasenclosed, then you cannot smoke: if the sides are up, then you
for the downturn in their trade, when it is probably economiccan. | think the legislation is quite clear on that.
malaise or mismanagement at a local level that are more Mr Koutsantonis: That makes all the difference.
responsible for the financial concerns they are experiencing. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It does and the legislation is

I conclude by saying that | support the legislation. It doegquite clear on that. Smoke will not go through the walls of the
not address all the problems of small retailers. The membenarquee, Parliament House or any restaurant. It is ensuring
for Peake has pointed out what he would see as inconsistetirat people are not forced to smoke. | might add, though, that
cies and anomalies and, yes, they will need to be addressetbst events held in marquees are events by invitation, private
over time. In essence, it is a very good declaration by thigvents, and the legislation does not apply to private events.
Parliament that we are gradually eliminating smoking inHowever, if the honourable member is talking about mar-
public places. It is a nonsense to suggest that there is rmpiees that might be set up adjacent to a hotel, or something
connection between lung cancer and cigarette smoking. such as that, then, if the sides are down and the area is

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: enclosed and the smoke cannot escape, you cannot smoke,
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but if the sides are up the smoke is dissipated very quicklghop with a counter down one side, tables down the other and
into a much broader atmosphere and you can smoke. | thirkkdrinks fridge up the back—that sort of situation—where it
the legislation is quite clear in that regard. has been very common for the workers in the entire shopping
That deals with most of the issues. The Restaurant ancentre to go for a smoke before and after work. In fact,
Catering Association personnel are talking to the departmenamong the busiest times in these sorts of cafes are the 8
They will then meet with their members and come back to th@'clock to 9 o’clock period and the 5 o’clock to 5.30 period,
department and, if need be, they can come back to me. Theyhere the customers are not so much customers in the
were happy with that process. The member for Peake raisesthopping centre generally but, in fact, other workers who are
the issue of the inconsistency; that is, we are not banningoing there for a smoke before work, to start the day with a
smoking in private places. | am not quite sure whether theup of coffee and a smoke, or who are waiting around for
honourable member was advocating that we should now bomeone to pick them up or to catch a bus after work, and
moving to ban smoking in private places. The issue that htéhey will sit in the coffee shop and have a smoke and a drink
seems to ignore—and | realise that he talked about a privatef some kind. Why has the Government not catered for those
car, which is a private place, or a private home which is aorts of shop owners in drafting this legislation?
private place—is that a restaurant or a dining room is a public The Hon. DEAN BROWN: With respect to people such
place, and that is the difference. as this, | cannot stand here and make judgments about what
We want to ensure that anyone can go into a public places occurring in a particular shop. It is up to the departmental
have a meal and not have to put up with cigarette smoke frorofficers to go out, look at the circumstances, make some
other people. | would urge the member for Peake to read thiedgments and then decide whether or not an exemption can
report on passive smoking from the National Health ande granted. The important thing that the honourable member
Medical Research Council. | urge him to read that reportshould realise is that, up until now, those particular premises
because | think if he did so he would immediately give uphave not been able to apply for an exemption, so they have
smoking, if for no other reason than he would no longer wanbeen unfairly disadvantaged. Under this amendment, they

to inflict his cigarette smoke on other people. will now be able to apply for an exemption and then that sort
An honourable member: Definitely not in Parliament of assessment can be made by the departmental officers.

House. | believe the important point is that we do not want to
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! water down the principle that where people are eating we

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: He should also look at the should not have smoking. That is the principle. Then we will
stark reality—the fact that something like 30 per cent of alljudge each case by its merits as we go through. | will not
cardiac disease is caused by smoking; 30 per cent of alomment on this person’s particular case; it would be
cancers are caused by smoking; 20 per cent of all light birthmappropriate to do so, because next thing he will be saying,
are caused by smoking. ‘But with respect to this particular place you said '—this

Mr Koutsantonis: What about alcohol? or that. | have not even seen it. But | stress the point that we

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | suggest that the honourable are putting everyone on an equal footing—the licensed and
member look, because there is nothing that says that a glagg unlicensed premises—and we have this basic principle
of red wine causes anywhere near those sorts of effects. Involved that we do not want people smoking where meals
fact, doctors are now recommending up to 250 mls of reére being consumed. That is the principle upheld by this
wine per day as part of your diet, for those who wish to, adegislation. It may well be that these people can now apply
one way of reducing cholesterol levels and cardiovasculdior an exemption and be granted one—some basic principles,
damage. So, there is a significant difference. | am highlightbut still they have to be worked through.
ing the enormous damage that is done through cigarette Mr HANNA: | ask the Minister, then, about the specific
smoking and, if you are not a smoker, by passive smokingprocess for obtaining an exemption. Presumably, forms of
That is what this is about. This amendment does not in anthis kind will be made available to shop owners. When they
way dilute the basic principle: that is, in South Australiasend themin, is it necessarily the case that an inspector from
where we have public dining out we want to make sure thathe Department of Human Services will attend the premises,
people can dine out without having to put up with the smokeand is it the intention of the Minister for inspectors to check
of smokers in that same area. So, this amendment ensures thaton these premises on an ongoing basis to see if, in fact,
licensed and unlicensed premises are treated on an equahoking is taking place in areas that have not been the

basis. | ask members to support the Bill. subject of an exemption?
Bill read a second time. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There are standard forms
In Committee. already available to apply for an exemption for licensed
Clauses 1 and 2 passed. premises, and similar forms will be available for unlicensed
Clause 3. premises once this legislation is passed. It does involve a visit

Mr HANNA: | certainly do not have any quarrel with the by a departmental officer to look at the premises and discuss
principle of the Bill, because tobacco consumption is clearlywhat is proposed by the owner or manager of the premises.
a health issue and the aim of the Bill is to avoid harm nofThe Government will continue to police overall the legisla-
only to those who partake of this drug but to those who ar¢ion and to identify where it is being breached. That includes
around consumers when they use it. My concern is in relatioboth exempt and non-exempt areas.
to the commercial interests of cafe owners and similar sorts Mr HANNA: My third question is in relation to the
of establishments. In particular, | have been contacted bgossibility of exemptions being granted on a time basis for
some tenants of the Westfield Shopping Centre at Marioparticular areas. In the context of the Tobacco Products
who will be, and who have been, severely affected by the neRRegulation Act as a whole, clearly, this Parliament and our
regulations which came into force in January. community are saying that this is a legal drug and we are only

| refer to the sort of establishment where there might beestricting some of the circumstances under which the drug
anywhere between four, eight or 12 tables in a row in a coffeean be consumed. That being the case, why can a shop owner



Wednesday 3 March 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 947

not apply to the Minister for an exemption, for example, CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES (FORFEITURE AND
between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m., and say, ‘We will not have any DISPOSAL) AMENDMENT BILL

area where meals are provided during that time. We will not

serve breakfast to people, but we do want people to come in Adjourned debate on second reading.

for a coffee and a cigarette.”? Why can shop owners notapply (continued from 17 February. Page 803.)
for an exemption on that basis? It will not offend the principle

of innocent bystanders, so to speak, being affected or ¢ STEVENS (Elizabeth): The Opposition supports the

pontamlnated by cigarette smo!<e. In premises .SUCh as thady,verment's Bill, which seeks to amend the Controlled
if that sort of exemption is possible, it will be quite clear to Substances Act tc; allow the forfeiture of property used in
potential customers that if they go in there they are exposing,naction with drug offences and to provide for the

themselves to cigarette smoke inhalation. So, why can thal e giate disposal of controlled substances and dangerous
not be possible? Why can that not be builtinto this schemegaerials, including hazardous chemicals often used in the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | draw the honourable manufacture or production of illicit drugs. Essentially, as the
member’s attention to the original Act, which allows the Minister pointed out in his second reading explanation, these
Government to fix conditions that apply to any exemptionamendments have been brought forward as a result of the
Those conditions include the display of a sign; the installacurrent forfeiture provisions that are found in section 46 of
tion, operation and maintenance of ventilation and airthe Controlled Substances Act, receiving judicial scrutiny in
conditioning equipment; and the maintenance of a bar ofivo cases where it was determined that the provisions of the
lounge area as a distinct area, separated by at least 1.5 metgggrent Act provide only for forfeiture of illicit drugs and
from an area, and that could include a time restriction, agems such as syringes which have been the subject of the
well. However, there must be care in that regard. You canndiffence. If somebody is guilty of an offence and has returned
serve food, even over a counter, and have smoking at thg them the property they used to grow the drug or to
same time. So people have to make a choice. manufacture it chemically, that could enable them, if they so

| also point out that under ‘licensed premises’ there ischose, to do it again, or they could pass it onto somebody else
scope in a single room licensed premises for a time restrictiowho could use it for the same purpose. That is clearly not
to apply whilst meals are being served, or when meals are nacceptable. We support the Bill and are happy to see it pass.
being served. Section 47(3)(c) refers to ‘licensed premises
consisting of or including only a single enclosed public area  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | support the Bill and
(not the subject of an exemption under paragraph (b)) whilenderline the importance of our taking firm and direct action
meals are neither available nor being consumed in the arean drug abuse, drug trafficking and organised crime behind
That is available regarding a licensed premises. There isdrug trafficking. It is purely pointless for us to attempt to
separate area that allows us to set conditions that apply to @notect the youth and families of the country without
exemption for a non-licensed premises, and that could beiatroducing measures that enable us to confiscate the
possibility. | am not saying it would be. equipment being used to manufacture drugs of abuse. This

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: If, for example, a licensed Bill seeks to do that. It introduces a range of measures that

premises such as a restaurant that trades publicly hires i@e Vitally important to the war on drugs, and it will empower
entire premises for a private function to one group who wantthe police and Government agencies to better protect all

it to celebrate a wedding or a birthday, is it still required tovictims of drugs and organised crime. | am sure that a number
enforce the non-smoking rule while serving meals? of members in the House will support the Bill with enthusi-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Technically, this deals with asm. It links in very closely with the Federal Government’s
the original Act, which has already been passed. | am notoUgh on Drugs policies and with the State Government's

required to answer this, because members normally a termination to do all it can to protect the community from

questions not about the principal Act but about the amend?*arjuana, in particular, and other substances.
ments before the Committee. This clause has nothing to do o

with licensed premises for private functions. Under the [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m ]
principal Act (page 24), it does not apply to private functions.

Ms STEVENS: | understood the Minister to say that, _ Mr SCALZI (Hartley): In supporting this legislation, |

wherever an unlicensed cafe serves a meal, it will not be abgP™mend the Government and the Minister for the introduc-
to allow smoking unless it can get an exemption. Thdion of such a measure. There is no doubt that illegal drugs

definition of ‘meal’ is ‘a genuine meal eaten by a person2'€ & SCOUrge on our society, and one only has to look at the

seated at a table’. What about people who sit on stools at3@ily Papers to see the damage that they are doing to our
counter, as may happen in a delicatessen? young people. We can have all the rehabilitation, we can have

. the health authorities behind us, and we can have all the
. dThe Hton. DEAN BROP]NN. W?I_‘r’]‘”” ha_ve_tto r?ake tTat . commitment of the police to apprehend criminals, but if we
judgment as we see each case. 1he majority of people St gh ot have the consistency and the measures to ensure that

taplefs,, chairs, and.so on..The principle is clear,_ anditis thﬁ/e cut supply then we are not going to be successful in
principle that we will continue to uphold. If we find people dealing with the drug problem.

breaching the principle, we will move further amendments to )
There are two aspects of the drug problem: first, the

make sure that that cannot be done. If someone is trying t .
split hairs between what is a stool, a table and a counter, wéémand for drugs, which could be as a result of all sorts of
problems with the person who is taking the drugs and,

Wmé\;izgjzg);:;zp them. secondly, the people who sppply them. | cor_nmend the
: ) measures that are taken in this amendment which allow the

Clause 4, schedule and title passed. forfeiture of property used in connection with drug offences
Bill read a third time and passed. and provide forimmediate disposal of controlled substances
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and dangerous materials including hazardous chemicals often The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and
used in the manufacture or production of illicit drugs. Heritage): | move:

There is no question that the law as it stands is not capable That the House note grievances.
of dealing with the problem, and section 46 of the Controlled R
Substances Act 1984 provided loopholes which enableg r;ruhaer Hlo\ﬂéi'\tﬂégikiAL’]lrz\ilt((alaesﬂer dcc):cr;htec)(()j?src):%sslg%nzélr? e of
people to continue to produce these dangerous substanc gnuary 9 9

That was reaffirmed by the decision on 1 May 1998 in thenatters with the Blair Government. | was particularly

civil action of Record v State of South Australisction interested in what the Blair Government is doing in terms of

No. 97/2760 where the court ordered the return of hydroponi g\lj:'ﬁaymp;r:[[c%;sngerggI?nnailkgzvgloﬁéniﬁ?ér%?tl(i:z- (;Irehveolilt?cl);
equipment which had been used to produce cannabis. y ’

; : iving essentially State Government-type powers to Scotland
We all know that hydroponics can be used in the produc-g . - X X
tion of fruit and vegetables and that it has a place in industryand Wales with their own Parliaments, but also devolving a

However, there is no question that the illegal use of Sucg/erles of responsibilities at the regional level in a partnership

equipment in order to produce substances endangers t éth tr_'e p“""’?‘e sector "%‘”d local government. .
wellbeing of our society. This amendment will ensure that | will certainly be talking about some of these ideas from

such materials used in the production of drugs will pethese regional development strategies in terms of industry and

confiscated. This is a broader decision than just hydroponigconomic development in a future speech. All of us are
equipment because it is not the only equipment used in thg°ncerned about the problems we are seeing in regional and
production of drugs. It will cover the equipment that producedUra! South Australia. As a frequent visitor to the Spencer
amphetamines, Ecstasy, PMA and Fantasy, drugs which hayr If cities of Whyalla, Port Pine ap_d Port Augusta, fpr along
been responsible for a number of fatalities ime | have been advocating British style enterprise zones
As | said earlier, one only has to read the papers to realishVind @ range of special incentives to industry estates in
the problems that we have. This laboratory equipment mudfl0S€ Centres in order to try to kickstart some growth. It is
be confiscated if it is proved that it has been used for illegaf®™ething ! intend to push. Also, apart from those State
activity. The Bill is clear. We need such provisions. | overnment incentives | would like to see, for instance, a 10-
commend the police for the good work they do in order toY€a" €Xemption from payroll tax, stamp duties, land tax, local
apprehend criminals who involve themselves in the producgover_nment rates and a range of other concessions. We would
tion of illicit drugs, and | commend the various health also like to see the Spencer Gulf being given the same kind
authorities and the rehabilitation organisations that try to hel Lgr?m:g?/%\’;%agh tt}]axe el)fliyvg:gtgoa\l/ne?r?rﬁgﬂ?ltjgIftlr?es ilst h%\;e
those who are unfortunate enough to get involved in th o ca?stle follo r): the downsizina there of BHP o erat')cgns
culture of illegal drug use. Hopefully with such legislation W wing WnSIzing perations.

and the provision to allow the police to deal with this problemMany of the same issues apply in South Australia and

we will move a step closer in making sure that we reduce th gﬁﬂgiﬁnglg; E(s:ll-tllgsz.anfj)fi ncglg)ﬁiugugah?r?g?jg:vis?;ﬁgﬂ:)?
impact of drugs on our society. | support the Bill ETSA and the consequences that flowed from the privati-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  Sation of Australian National. o
Services): | thank members for their contribution to the _ Whilst | was in Britain | also visited the House of
debate tonight. This Government wants to take a strongommons for discussions on the issue of child migrants to
stance against the illegal production or growing of any illicit >0uth Australia. This follows a promise | made to a daughter
drugs. Whilst it has been an interesting debate in recent timé¥ @ child migrant who came to my office at Parliament
over whether or not certain treatments should be available fdfouse and asked me to take up the plight of thousands of
heroin, the one issue | have always maintained is, in additioRritish children and their descendants who were sent to
to that, a strong stance against those either importingiustralia as orphans up until 1967. Frankly, | was deeply
producing or attempting to grow illicit drugs. There is no shocke_d by Wha'_[l hea_rd and read about the issue in a nl_meer
doubt that we need more effective legislation to ensure w€f publications, including an excellent book on the subject.
can apprehend them and apprehend the equipment used'te€ lives of many of these children were a litany of sexual
produce or grow drugs. That is what this is about. and physical abuse and neglect in camps, homes and institu-

With a select committee of the Parliament that is lookingtions—including some religious institutions—with particular
at various treatments for heroin addicts also sitting at thi§éference to the testimony given about a number of institu-
time, it is appropriate that we be putting through thistions in Westerm Australia. = _ _
controlled substances legislation. Regulations are coming Itis certainly a shameful episode in both Australia’s and
through for controlled substances also. They are in th&ritain's history and itis interesting that the report that came
process of being drafted and | expect them to be formallut on this issue followed the lost generation inquiries and
gazetted and tabled in the near future. | thank members fdroyal Commission in South Australia affecting Aboriginal
their support of this legislation. | am sure that as a result oP€ople. In London I met with David Hinchcliffe MP, a Labor
this we will have yet another tool to use to ensure that we camiember of Parliament and a former Labor shadow Minister
more effectively combat the production and growth of illicit of Health who chaired the special investigation and the House

drugs. of Commons select committee into the welfare of former
Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining3itish child migrants in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and
stages. elsewhere. That report, which was published last year,
describes how the history of child migration in Australia in
SUPPLY BILL many cases is a history of cruelty, lies and deceit.

The report says that the investigating team were leftin no
(Second reading debate adjourned on 2 March. Page 914ipubt that hardship and emotional deprivation were the
Bill read a second time. common lot of child migrants and that cases of criminal abuse



Wednesday 3 March 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 949

were not infrequent. | was certainly impressed by Davida range of Middle Eastern nations. The United Arab Emirates,
Hinchcliffe's commitment to ensuring assistance and suppoih many ways, is becoming the Singapore of the Middle East
for child migrants and their descendants. Mr Hinchcliffeand the Moslem world. Of course, for many years, the United
shares my concern that the issue is not receiving the publidrab Emirates has relied on its oil, but is now in fact heavily
prominence it deserves in either Britain or Australia. Becausevesting in education—and | visited several of its universi-
of this there are many Australian victims who are not awargies—and also investing in high technology and manufactur-
of available assistance and support, such as accessing a traivej.
fund to allow them to visit Britain to make contact with ~ The United Arab Emirates is very keen to establish much
natural parents or relations, sisters, brothers, mothers, fathedpser relations with South Australia, and | know that several
or to gather information about their family history. companies have established factories in the United Arab
There is also a real problem in terms of assembling &mirates, including Clipsal. The hospitality shown to myself
complete central database to assist victims and their descerahd my staffer, Peter Chataway, was most generous and is
ants and trace their family trees. | understand that Nevappreciated greatly. It certainly contributed to my having a
Zealand, in a bipartisan way, has been very quick to coopemuch greater awareness and interest in the opportunities
ate with British authorities to give extraordinary assistancefforded by the United Arab Emirates to trade and economic
to victims who were sent to New Zealand. | gave an undertakdevelopment between our two countries.
ing to Mr Hinchcliffe to raise the matter in the South  Indeed, the United Arab Emirates is keen to establish an
Australian Parliament and to approach Federal and Statavestment fund to invest hundreds of millions of dollars into
Governments. In South Australia, | am certainly keen to rais@int ventures with Australian companies. It is vitally
the issue with the Minister for Human Services, who is in thamportant that South Australia takes advantage of that
Chamber, for assistance in making available all relevant datapportunity and that relationship. | would also like to pay
held by South Australian Government agencies for inclusiontribute to His Excellency’s colleague Mr Nizar Joudah, who
in the central database. also showed us great hospitality and kindness. | greatly
The plight of our stolen Aboriginal children is horrendous appreciated the assistance Mr Nizar Joudah gave to us during
but is at last starting to receive the attention it deservesour visit. While in the United Arab Emirates we visited three
Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of the plight obf the Emirates, with much of our visit centred on Dubai.
migrant children and their descendants, who, despite sporad@ertainly the United Arab Emirates was most impressive and
bouts of publicity, remain the ‘forgotten children’. | ask with it became clear to me that Australia, and South Australia in
sincerity that the Minister for Human Services, who | am surgarticular, have not been maximising our trade opportunities
is as concerned about this issue as | am, provides all th&ith this nation.
assistance of his department in South Australia to help | would like to see greater educational ties between the
develop a useful database for migrant children and theidnited Arab Emirates and South Australia—and | was
relatives. | urge all those who wish to gain more informationdelighted to hear that, in fact, one of the Ambassador’s own
about this issue to read the excellent b&erkpty Cradles children will be attending university here. | would also like
written by British social worker Margaret Humphreys, which to see scholarship schemes arranged to ensure that students
tells the story of these children in a powerful and hauntingn South Australia get the chance to study in the United Arab
fashion. Emirates. Exchanges of teachers, personnel and students can
That book, like the report presented to the British Parlia-only benefit both our nations.
ment by David Hinchcliffe, provides an absolute indictment |1 am sure that, with an ambassador as dynamic and trade
of government and institutional action and inaction overfocused as Mr Al-Falasi, the United Arab Emirates will
generations. The true stories of horrendous sexual antbntinue to present itself strongly as an opportunity for
physical abuse and neglect | believe would shake anyone whocreased trade. As far as South Australia goes, | believe that
read this book and certainly both the book andwe are in an ideal position to offer a wide range of educa-
Mr Hinchcliffe’s report make out a compelling case for tional opportunities both in assisting the UAE’s already
action. | certainly urge all migrant children and their descendexcellent universities and attracting UAE students to our safe
ants to take up the offers of assistance in locating and visitingnd academically excellent environment. At some stage it
relatives in Britain, and | trust that this will, at least in somewould be terrific to see a centre for middle eastern studies
small way, assist in the healing and finding of self whichestablished here in South Australia.
many of the thousands of victims need and deserve—and | | would also like to record my thanks to Sultan Ahmed
will certainly be addressing this issue in the future. Al-Habtoor, Khalaf Ahmed Al-Habtoor, Khalid Bin Hadher,
During my visit overseas | took up the kind invitation of Muhammad Abdul Hafeez and ‘The Professor’, all of whom
the United Arab Emirates Ambassador to Australia, Hisgave us a remarkable insight into Arab culture. | would also
Excellency Khalifa Bakhit Al-Falasi, to visit his country. like to thank Ms Adrienne Schaefer from Emirates Airlines
People would be aware of course that the UAE Ambassaddor her assistance and advice.
has only been recently appointed to Australia in the last year We visited the United Arab Emirates during Ramadan,
or so, and indeed over the past 18 months has been largebhich gave us the unique opportunity to observe and
responsible for more than doubling the amount of tradearticipate more fully in cultural life in the United Arab
between Australia and the United Arab Emirates, which oEmirates. It is perhaps the only time in my life where all the
course is now worth up to about $1.23 billion in trade. | ambusiness has been conducted at night. The integration of
very concerned that we in South Australia must take evergulture, business and religion is extensive and the population
opportunity to take advantage of the economic boom that is» Dubai, in particular, is multicultural in character, largely
occurring in the United Arab Emirates. because of the massive number of expatriates. Dubai has been
The United Arab Emirates is essentially an entrepot porhugely successful in shifting from an oil-based economy to
to the Middle East and the Moslem world. Itis a place whicha highly diversified trading centre to the extent that it is now
many countries export to and goods are then re-exported s&een as the major trade hub for the region. The architecture
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of the city and surrounding areas is truly magnificent and d&ecause | know that a great number of members opposite
credit to the urban planners, and the universities we visitedgree with Labor policy on this matter but, unfortunately,
certainly were spectacular, both in their buildings and desigthey do not seem to have the strength of their conviction
and also in their course offerings. Again, | thank Hiswhen it comes to talking in the House about this issue.
Excellency the Ambassador for his kind invitation and hisCertainly, it has been the Labor Party’s position for a long
generous hospitality. time that the Legislative Council should be abolished. | know
at the moment that the Government would love to see the
Mr HILL (Kaurna): Last night in my response to the [egislative Council abolished, because then it could enact its
Supply Bill I made some comments about the Electoral Acprized piece of policy making. The Government will certainly
and, in particular, the fairness principle that was placed inth@ot get it through on the current construction of that
Actin 1991, which has now had a couple of terms to run, an&chamber.
| said that that fairness test is failing us for a number of Conservative people in the community say that it is
reasons, particularly because it has not guaranteed fairnessportant to have a Legislative Council, a second House of
In fact, as | said last night, if in the last election result theparliament, because of the idea of checks and balances. It can
Labor Party had received 1% extra points it would not havgnoderate the more rash and outrageous decision making of
won Government because it would not have won a majoritthe Government of the day, and that has certainly been the
of seats and, therefore, the fairness test which had been paiactice in the past. One cannot think of a more extreme
in place to ensure that that outcome did not happen in fagixample than the one we have at the moment. The Govern-
would have failed. ment of the day wants to make a very rash decision, namely,
I also made the point that the fairness principle means thab sell off ETSA, having promised at the previous election
electoral boundaries are redrawn after every election, and theat it would not do that. The Upper House is using a
has caused great disadvantage to electors who are movetchanism to provide the checks and balances by saying,
from one seat to another on a four yearly cycle. | also saictNo, you cannot do it; if you do want to do it, go to the
that that fairness test has basically meant the end of conpeople; have a referendum.
munity of interest, which means that communities have been Mr Hanna interjecting:
divided across suburbs and in a way which is detrimental to  Mr HILL: Or an election, yes. Does the Government
electors. want that? It says, ‘No, the majority in the Upper House
The other point which | did not get to make which | would should bend to the will of the Government of the day. Forget
like to address now is that | believe the fairness principle haabout checks and balances; just allow this piece of legislation
produced a culture in the Electoral Commission which, into pass.’ If that is the case, if the Upper House were to bend
fact, has the potential to reward bad members of Parliamemih every occasion that the Government of the day wanted
and punish good members of Parliament. | say that becaussomething to get through, why bother having an Upper
clearly, the Electoral Commission in its last piece of work hasHouse? There is no point in having it there, especially with
decided that a certain number of seats should be kept belosomething like ETSA. It is a very big proposition that the
a margin of 5 per cent. If one looks at the way in which theGovernment is putting to the Parliament.
pendulum has been constructed, it clearly moved some The Government lied to the public when it said prior to the
Liberal seats to below 5 per cent and some Labor seats belazlection that it was not going to sell ETSA. If you want the
5 per cent. | guess its theory is that, if you get a whole lot oflUpper House to pass that piece of legislation, you may as
seats that are fairly marginal and if there is a shift of opinionwell not have an Upper House; you may as well just get rid
you are likely to change Government, and | accept that logiaf the institution, because that will be the supreme test. If you
The fact is that local members who work their seats venare going to buckle to the Government on the issue of ETSA,
hard and get above the 5 per cent margin by dint of hard woriou may as well not bother in any other case. So, the
are likely to be punished and brought down below theGovernment can mount a very good case for abolishing the
5 per cent margin, whereas other members in marginal sedtegislative Council, because if it does not believe it should
who do not do a scrap of work and ignore the electorate anithterfere on the issue of ETSA when would the Government
who are already below 5 per cent will not be punished—inwvant it to interfere?
fact, they may well be rewarded and have something added The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | thought the Caucus was the
on to make them more or less equivalent. problem—not the other House.
| think that is a bad result in practice and in principle. It ~ Mr HILL: No, there is no problem in Caucus; we are
really sends a bad message to members and to the geneuaited. If the Government wants to sell ETSA, | suggest that
public. | believe that the whole Act should now be evaluatedit remove the Upper House. We would certainly support that.
| would like to see some process through this ParliamentVe would not like to see ETSA sold, but we would certainly
Perhaps a select committee or one of the standing committeascept the principle that, if the Government of the day has the
could look at the issue of the Electoral Act and at how themajority in this Chamber, it should be able to have its way
fairness principles work in practice to see whether therand sell ETSA or anything else. It is probably unlikely that
might be some way of modifying it. | would like to see areferendum to abolish the Upper House would succeed, so
primacy given once again to the notion of community ofl shall make a suggestion about how we might modify the
interest. Perhaps fairness should be one of the qualities thepper House in a way which would allow it to fulfil some of
is considered, but it should not be the dominant one becausi¢s role as a House of Review but also not block the Govern-
as | say, it has not succeeded in producing fairness and it hasent of the day.
a whole lot of other deleterious consequences. Clearly, we could model the Upper House on the House
In addition to those comments about the Electoral Act, lof Lords. | mean not in the sense of peerages and the like but
shall refer to the Legislative Council. For some time it hasof the powers that the Upper House could be given. It could
been Labor Party policy to abolish the Legislative Council.be given the right to review legislation and delay for a period
| appreciate the smiles on the faces of members oppositef time—say, six months or even 12 months on certain
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measures—but then, if it is passed again by the House @& minority Government; it did not win overwhelming support
Assembly, it should be passed automatically. You could gérom the people or a mandate from the people whom it
even further than this and ask, ‘If you allow that kind of governs, and it needs the support of the Independents. It is
review, why not get rid of the whole electoral structure of thedisgraceful that the Government has come in here now and
Upper House?’ It be would interesting if we decided it shouldused public money to sell its policy on ETSA which it did not
be an apolitical forum, and we rid it of its Party politics and take with it to the polls a year ago and say to the people of
the full-time permanent members of Parliament and had &outh Australia, ‘These are your options: you can't
forum of, say, 50 or 60 people, all elected each four yearkeep ETSA; that's out. You must sell ETSA and, if you don’t
They would require a small percentage of votes, so we coulgell ETSA, we will tax pensioners and ordinary families.
get a broad group of people from the community, theThese are the only options you have. But to use public
composition of which would start to resemble the House ofmoney, taxpayers’ funds, to enable the Premier to appear on
Lords. They could speak, talk and debate, representing thelevision to try to sell his agenda is a disgrace. It is undemo-
broader interests of the community as much as they likectratic.
However, at the end of the day, when it came down to it, we How dare this Government use taxpayers’ money as
would all know that they would have to pass the legislationpolitical funding to produce political advertisements. It is
Mr Hanna: Like a focus group. absolutely disgraceful. Shame on the Government. As far as
Mr HILL: A big focus group that could get paid only if | am concerned, those advertisements should be authorised
they turned up and it could meet only a few times a year. by D. Piggott, Greenhill Road, Unley. They are nothing more
understand that the Senate in Ireland is roughly based on thidian Liberal Party propaganda, but they will not help. The
principle. It has only minimal powers to hold up legislation, member for Unley is sitting there with a huge grin on his
and certain interest groups in the community get to appoinface. This will not help you. The people of South Australia
senators to it so that a broader range of interests can lvll see right through this. They know exactly what it is: it
considered in that Chamber. | commend that idea to thi& nothing more than blackmail.
House as well. Rather than being just a strong suggestion, it | want to talk briefly about the republic issue. | read the
might be sensible for both the Government and the Opposiesults of a poll in theAustralian either today or yesterday,
tion of the day to be able to appoint members to the Uppewnhich indicated that an overwhelming majority of Australians
House for a period so that if, for example, a Governmentvant to see their President—or whatever he or she may be
realised that it needed a lawyer in its ministry, it could placecalled—elected by the people. | feel that this is—
an outstanding lawyer in that Ministry by appointing himor  The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
her for, say, a four year term. They could do their job, and  pMr KOUTSANTONIS: | did. | believe that a few people
then go back to the law without having to go through the dirtyare making mischief, not only in South Australia but across
business of politics which some people find so difficult. Theaystralia. A few constitutional monarchists want to see the
Legislative Council could be retained but modified in a wayrepuplic fail. They are tapping into a misunderstanding by the

that would make democracy work better. _community about what it means to elect a President.
In my remaining time, | say to any decision makers on this  The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

and the other side of the Chamber: whatever you do, tell your 1. kOUTSANTONIS: You're a fool: | know that
Treasurer and your Premier that the suggestion that public 1"\ BRINDAL: | rise on a’point of order. Sir

funding for elgctipn campaigns should be introduced in.tol'he honourable member referred to me as a fool; | do not
South Australia is a good idea. You should support 't'thinkthat is parliamentary. '

because it aids democracy. As a Party secretary, | know that The SPEAKER: The honourable member could improve

|tt)6|s ?: Lfl(r)lrsgﬁnmallyt/iotr)%5|ness when you have to go aroun&e tenor of the debate by withdrawing that statement and
9ging ' perhaps rephrasing it in a slightly different way.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | do not agree entirely ~ M KOUTSANTONIS: | withdraw the remark. The
with my comrade the member for Kaurna. However, | agredn€mber for Unley is not a fool. Fools can do much better.
that we need to dispense with the Upper House. | have niflischiefis being made by people who support the constitu-
problem whatsoever with the Government of day being abléonal monarchy. They know that overwhelmingly Aust-
to pass legislation on whatever policy. This Governmentalians support an elected head of state, but I do not belle_ve
should have gone to the people saying, ‘We will sell ETSA that many Australians understand what that will mean. It will
These are the reasons we want to do it. We will detail ouP®e Similar to the Governor or Governor-General of the day
policy. We are saying that the competitive network will not having a mandate to govern. As we know, the Governor and
make ETSA profitable in three or four years. This is why wethe Governor-General have extreme powers under the
want to sell it If the Government had done that, we couldConstitution. I believe that Ministers serve at the Governor's
have put forward an alternative argument and had a debafée@sure. Bills are passed with his assent—
about the pros and cons of selling ETSA. If the Government The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
had surprisingly won the election, | am sure the Labor Party Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You are not even in Cabinet. If
would have conceded its mandate to sell ETSA and allowegou were in Cabinet you could talk to me about it. You are
it to do so—much to our displeasure. allowed in only every now and then.

I am committed to keeping ETSA in public hands; infact, The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir.
| campaign very strongly to keep ETSA in public hands. Thd thought it was customary in this place to refer to members
people of South Australia have not given the Government &y their titles or by the seat they represent, not ‘you’. ‘Ewe’,
mandate to sell ETSA, and the new tax—that is right, a tax—as far as | know, is defined as a female sheep.
which the Government intends to impose on the people of The SPEAKER: | must uphold the point of order if that
South Australia is nothing more than blackmail. What awas the case. | was distracted slightly but members must refer
disgraceful situation we have. The Government of the day it each other by their electorates or titles.
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Sir. We could have have faced in the latter half of this century. The republic is
the absurd situation where, for example, President Brindal iso precious and we have fought for it for so long that it will
the elected head of Australia and a Labor Government ibe a shame to see it disappear because of conservatives such
elected with a majority of seats in the House of Representahe member for Unley who wish to see the republic fail as
tives. We could pass legislation but the President could refusiey are recalcitrant. But that is another issue.

to sign it by saying that he or she was elected on a mandate | || pe fighting passionately for the republic, as | will be
opposing that piece of legislation. You would then have thejghting passionately to stop the sale of ETSA. Having
Parliament and the head of state at odds. spoken to a few people today about the so-called ‘Olsen tax’
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: that is being imposed upon South Australians, | would have
~ MrKOUTSANTONIS: lItisifhe orsheis elected. That tg say that people will see through this tax. They will see it
is the problem with an elected head of state. The Governofor what it is—blackmail. It has been tried in other countries
General or the head of state would have a mandate to goveifjhen an unpopular Government with an unpopular leader has
or they would be perceived to have a mandate. When thgjed to impose an unpopular decision onto Parliaments and
United States established its presidential system, it nevesiled, and unpopularly has imposed a tax and failed. In the
intended its President to be in a political position. If one lookshext election | am sure the people of South Australia will give
back into the history_ of the United States and the f_eighteentpou their verdict on what they have thought of your Govern-
century when candidates for the Presidency actively camment in the past three years: we will see the member for Light
paigned, one realises that it was seen to be beneath gfappear from this place, and the members for Unley,
incoming President to campaign for the position. In factHartley and Colton gone. | am sure there will be a Democrat
during one election the incumbent President, whose name this House as the member for Waite after the next election.

have forgotten, did not_campaign at all. His opponent visi_ted The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time
every State, held whistlestop tours and was beaten in s expired

landslide because the people believed it beneath a Presiden
to campaign.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will come to order.

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Yesterday | had the opportunity to
make comments about racing and tonight | will make a few
The member for Peake has the call. comments about a co_uplg of other portfolio areas for whi.ch

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you for your protection lam resp_onS|bIe on thl_s side of the House. | will make a brief

) 1. contribution about tourism. In doing so at the outset | express

Sir. | know it s often difficult to keep members such as thethe appreciation and congratulations of members on this side
member for Unley in line. | believe passionately in a republic. f the House to Bill Spurr on his appointment as Chief

I think it is something that Australians need and deserve. lgxecutive Officer of the Tourism Commission. We would

worries me that a few people, probably on Governmen i<age and hope that this brings some stability to the
benches and a few conservative people in the media and fl'/'S39¢ pe IS bring ity 1o 1
commission, and | might say that, if it had been left to us, Bill

positions of prominence in South Australia and elsewhere,

and including our Prime Minister, want to see the referendur'r$purr.wOUId ha\{e been ap'pom_ted well before now. Notwith-
fail. | think the Prime Minister is being very tricky with his standing that, Bill Spurr will bring a lot of commonsense to

argument on the preamble; | think he is trying to confuse aghe Tourism Commission. He has a !Ot of experience and a
many Australians as he can. He is trying to harness AusgOOOI grassroots fgel. In addition, having spoken to a range of
ralia’s natural conservatism against change. Australians t§eoplel in the tourism area over a number of .monj[hs, | am
nature do not like change. | think the Prime Minister realise ure B|II_Spurr _has the confidence Of. the_ tourism industry,
this and is trying to tap into it to make sure that the republic?"d thatis very important. | am sure Bill will work very well
fails. not only W|th the board but als_o with the practitioners out
This to me is a sign of the weak leadership we have iﬁhere atthe |ndu§try level Fhat 'S_ essential. i
Canberra right now. Although former Prime Minister Paul  About three chief executive officers have been tipped over
Keating might have made some mistakes and his leadershi}y this Government in very short succession. Tourism in
might have been a bit aloof and arrogant, at least we hagouth Australia very much needs some stability and common-
leadership at that time. We had a Prime Minister who had &ense, and we need a person who can work well with the
direction for Australia and believed passionately in the right@€ople in the industry and with those in the Tourism
of ordinary Australians. He believed that Australians couldCommission. | wish Bill Spurr every success and | look
govern themselves and have an effective head of state wigrward to him taking tourism to another level in South
lived here, that is, a resident for President. Australia.

This current Prime Minister, who is very conservative in ~ Tourism is a critical component of the South Australian
his views about the monarchy, | believe wishes to keep theconomy so it is very important that we support all the
current system and is using Australia’s conservative beliefsarious players in that industry. It is essential that we get all
to stop this. That is why | believe we will have to work the ingredients correct if we are to maintain and, hopefully,
together to make sure we can overcome this argumeniicrease our market share in tourism. | note with great
because the way things are going | believe the referendusatisfaction that Major Events has been playing a significant
will fail. | cannot see the referendum getting up unless theole in that area. | acknowledge all the good work that has
guestion on the ballot paper is rephrased or the option to hav®en done by that unit in the field of tourism. In South
the President elected is removed. As soon as Australians he@ustralia we can do it like no other State can, and we should
that their politicians will chose their President, they will not be very proud of the whole broad range of major events
like that; they will vote against it. They will vote for a which we have competed for, which we have won and which
President they can elect, but of course they are not given thate have held very successfully over the last 18 months or so.
option on the ballot papers, so they will vote down theOf course, the Sensational Adelaide 500 is coming up in
referendum. | think that will be the greatest tragedy we willApril, and there are other events as well. That is our next
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major event and | am sure that South Australians will supporside of the House. We recognise that the Aboriginal Lands
it in great style. Trust Committee has played a vital role in South Australia in

| also welcome the new edition of the Shorts programthe past. The former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
which the Minister launched yesterday. | was delighted tqHon. Michael Armitage) called this committee together on
attend that launch and | am sure that this is another avenweregular basis. It played an important role in the Aboriginal
that will provide a stimulus in the tourism industry: we all community, and | say with all sincerity that it is extremely
look forward to its ongoing success. | note also that thalisappointing that this committee has not been called
Secretdook has been out in the marketplace for some timetogether.
| believe that it has been received extremely well, but | am Itis beyond my comprehension why the Minister has not
not sure whether that has been converted into the bookingaken her responsibility seriously and brought this committee
that we were hoping for when the book was introduced to théogether so that it can look at some of the major priorities for
marketplace. The information that | am getting back from keythis very important and serious issue involving Aboriginal
people and from practitioners in the industry is that the bookands. | would have thought that this was largely a bipartisan
has been well received and it is being held onto by peoplearea which the Parliament should take seriously. The
but it is not necessarily resulting in bookings. There might banembers of this committee could look at these serious issues,
a lag period, so perhaps further down the track we will se¢ake them on board and work together to ensure that we not
commensurate bookings to give us that additional stimulusnly send a message to the Aboriginal community but deliver
in the tourism area. on some of the important social and critical issues that

There are a range of significant issues in the tourism aregonfront us in this area.
that I look forward to canvassing in the ensuing months. We  This hangs over the head of the Minister. | repeat: since
will be bringing in a range of tourism policies because thethe last State election in October 1997 this committee has not
Government has not touched on a range of issues, and soineen called together by the current Minister. It is her
can be done better, so | look forward to sharing that with theesponsibility. We have raised this matter before in the
House in the near future. Chamber, and we will continue to do so. | invite the Minister

I would also like to make a few brief comments about myto address this as a matter of priority.
other portfolio area of sport and recreation. It goes without | conclude by saying that there is a whole range of major
saying that the millstone that hangs around the Governmentissues confronting the community. | do not think that any
neck is the shambles that has taken place with the soccatember of the community takes seriously the nonsense that
stadium. That is the legacy. For some time, with greathe Premier has put before us about this tax. No member of
diligence and extreme care, we have put in the public domaithe community believes the information that he has put before
the inadequacies of the project and the sham and lack afs about the $100 million black hole.
probity that has taken place with regard to the soccer stadium.
Sadly, we have been proven correct, because only a couple Mr HANNA (Mitchell):  Mr Speaker, as a student of
of weeks ago the Minister had to put on hold the paymentgistory, | have taken an interest in matters of Supply when
that were being made by both Adelaide City and the Sharksonsidering the speech that | might make tonight. You, Sir,
in regard to their commitment to the repayment of this debtwill appreciate the fact that my speech will probably be more
We have a $30 million commitment at Hindmarsh, yet wherabout Supply and Appropriation Bills than any other speech
people sit in the grandstand, which we cannot fill, they arevhich has been made this week. | am indebted to Geoff
looking not only onto a soccer pitch but also over to anothefsallop, the Leader of the Opposition in Western Australia,
stand that is being built on the other side, but we cannot filfor having done some research in this regard.
the one that they are sitting in! Another stand is being | take members to the various occasions in Australian
constructed to the southern end, as well. history when Supply or Appropriation Bills have been

Unfortunately, this has been particularly poorly handledrejected by Upper Houses. At the end of this tale, there will
Through the Public Works Committee, we have exposegerhaps be an instructive moral to be drawn from the
assiduously what has taken place. We will continue texperience. | begin in 1865 in Victoria when Premier
investigate and to probe in this area because good GoverMcCulloch was a protectionist. In those days, there was great
ment policy simply has not taken place, and it is a majoidebate between the protectionists and free traders, those who
disappointment when one thinks of how soccer is doing in th&vere against tariffs. It turns out that the merchants and the
suburbs. As to who or what will benefit from the $30 million upper classes, who dominated the property franchised Upper
makes one wonder. One must also consider other sports ahtibuse in Victoria, were strongly in favour of free trade and
how they might have shared in this money. So, a big blackherefore against protectionism. They rejected the Appropri-
cloud is hanging over us in respect of the soccer stadium. Htion Bill, and | am glad to say that on that occasion when an
is disappointing that the two soccer clubs have been forceelection was forced Premier McCulloch’s team was re-elected
into a situation where they are not able to repay theimwith a decisive majority in 1866.
commitment. Their situation is intolerable; it is most On the second occasion, the same players were involved.
disappointing indeed. It turned out that Governor Darling of Victoria had given

I am pleased that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs isin support to McCulloch in that controversy in 1865. He was
the Chamber, because | would like to express my extremeithdrawn by the forces back in London, but sent again to the
disappointment at the fact that the Aboriginal Lands Trustolonies after the election of 1866. The McCulloch Govern-
Committee (to which the member for Giles and | were electeadnent wanted to give a gift to Governor Darling’s wife, and
from this side of the House) has not been called together ithis gift was tacked onto the Appropriation Bill of 1867. The
the 18 months or so since its formation following the Upper House rejected the Bill, ostensibly because of the
1997 election. tacking on but also because Governor Darling had not given

I hope the Minister takes heed of what | am saying;his support to the Upper House view. There was a stalemate
because this is a major disappointment to members on thfer a period of months before the issue was ultimately
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resolved when the British Government offered a pension the installed Fraser as a caretaker Prime Minister after Supply
Governor Darling, and therefore the issue somewhat evap&ad been refused. In that election the result was that Labor
rated. was defeated.
| then come to the Labor Government of Premier Verran | mention two more cases of interest, although they were
in 1912 when, perhaps like a good socialist, he sought taot of such startling constitutional significance. In 1877 the
include appropriation funds for brickworks and timber andBerry Government in Victoria, in the days before the Labor
firewood trading in his Appropriation Bill. However, this was and Liberal Parties had really come into being, tacked on to
considered to be a case of tacking on routine business to tliee Appropriation Bill a measure to give salaries to members
Appropriation Bill and it was rejected. Premier Verran wasof Parliament—another radical proposal, certainly in those
forced to an election and Labor lost that election, so it waslays. As it turned out, the principled Upper House members,
robbed of its full term by the dastardly rejection of the who all had private incomes from their farms, their medical
Appropriation Bill by the Upper House. practices and their legal practices, rejected the Bill entirely.
| then go to 1947 when John Cain Senior governed withn the event there was a compromise after a period of months
the help of Independents. He was refused supply three timeand the trickle of parliamentary remuneration began, which
not because of any State political issue in Victoria at the timéas since turned into the flood regularly reported upon by the
but because the patricians of the Upper House in Victorigddvertiserand which in fact barely keeps us afloat, | can
considered that the bank nationalisation issue on a Federassure members.
level was enough to make Labor unpopular with the hint of That incident was also very memorable for the fact that it
socialism about it, and they therefore refused supply untifjave rise to the measure of sacking all senior public servants,
John Cain Senior went to an election in which he wagjudges and magistrates—and the Governor of the day agreed
defeated. to that—so that the existing Supply could continue. We see
| then go to 1948 when Premier Cosgrove of Tasmaniathe serious consequences which can arise from an Upper
a Labor Premier, showed remarkable resilience as a Premi¢fouse acting in an undemocratic fashion. Lastly, the Lyons
He had been charged with bribery and corruption, followingLabor Government in Tasmania in 1924 had its Appropriation
a royal commission. A jury acquitted him. However, theBill first amended and finally rejected after a conference of
conservative controlled Legislative Council refused supplythe Houses, but after a period of several months the deadlock
on the basis that it did not like Cosgrove, essentiallywas resolved by the Upper House passing the legislation and
However, Cosgrove won the election which ensued and heabor won the ensuing election in Tasmania.
governed with the help of Independents—an interesting The moral of the story is that, historically, the Legislative
parallel with our present Premier, who has been charged witGouncil has been the enemy of democracy, the enemy of
misleading this House. In fact, he has been fully indicted andsocial democratic principle and that is why it is in our
in part, convicted by the Cramond report which was deliveregblatform that we will abolish the Legislative Council. It is not
to this House yet, because he has the political numbers, theat the Democrats these days would act in such a dastardly
Premier survives. We will see how long his resilience lastsfashion as the Tories who have run the Legislative Councils
In 1952, the Country Party in Victoria was a minority of Australia over the past 150 years, but, nonetheless, as the
Government with the help of the Liberal Country Party. member for Kaurna raised the subject earlier this evening, |
However, there were dissident Liberals who called thempelieve that these matters require further consideration.
selves ‘The Electoral Reform League’—and this is many
years before the Liberal Movement in South Australia—and Ms RANKINE (Wright): Before addressing the issues
who sought the astonishingly radical proposal of universathat | want to discuss this evening, | will preface my com-
adult franchise for the Upper House. The Upper Housenents with a few remarks in relation to the Government's
rejected supply; that is, this time Labor and the dissidenadditional tax on ETSA bills that will affect every family,
Liberals rejected supply to the Country Party, believe it orevery household, every pensioner in my electorate. | tell
not, in 1952 in Victoria. There was an ensuing election ananembers opposite that if they think that we the Opposition
Labor won. What is more—this is a good news story—it theror the South Australian public are going to buckle under their
had equal electoral district legislation passed through so thabntinuing bullying and threats they have misjudged the
in every Federal electorate in Victoria there would be twostrength of this Opposition and have misjudged the determi-
equally sized State seats. nation and courage of the South Australian community. To
I turn now to the occasion on which the Liberals with thecome up with so many alternatives, so many reasons for the
help of DLP sought to oust the Whitlam Government. Ofsale of ETSA, is just an absolute farce. This is an ideological
course, there was an election, prompted by the rejection of tHeent of this Government and has nothing to do with what is
Appropriation Bill in 1974. Labor won, | am glad to say, with best for South Australia. We went to the last State election
a reduced majority. For members who are not familiar, | thinkpromising not to sell ETSA. The Government did exactly the
DLP stood for ‘DisLoyal Party’ and it was, of course, the same thing. That is what | want to address tonight. People are
great ball and chain attached to the feet of the social demaick and tired of these unkept promises by the Government.
cratic party of Australia through the 1950s and 1960s. Itis a | refer to one of the promises made for my electorate—and
great comfort to us all that the continuing dominance of thenembers are probably sick and tired of my raising this issue,
right faction at the Federal level in Labor politics has reducedbut | will continue to do so until such time as it is satisfactori-
the weight of the ball and chain. ly resolved. We were promised after the implementation of
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Deputy Premier to the Focus 21 program that a police patrol base would be
either go into the gallery or the Minister to come into theprovided in the Tea Tree Gully area. | have raised this matter
Chamber. on a number of occasions, both to push the urgency of the
Mr HANNA: In 1975 we had the infamous block of matter and to get some clarification about the Government’s
Supply by Fraser and the controversial actions againgiosition on it. Focus 21 was announced in mid 1997 and on
convention and tradition by the Governor, John Kerr, whera number of occasions | have raised the difficulties and
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disadvantages that this has caused in my electorate. T2000 and yet we still have no response from the Minister for
St Agnes police station has been turned into a shop front arlduman Services about what the Government is going to do
the Tea Tree Gully patrol base has been relocated to the Pdrarelation to this.
Hills police station, we were told, on a temporary basis until In relation to alarms, | again asked the Minister for
the new site could be identified. Emergency Services a question about school alarms and the
I have tried unsuccessfully for some time to get anresponse by police. The question was asked late last year, and
assurance from the Government that it intends to honour itagain it was not until February this year that | managed to get
promise to provide the people of the Tea Tree Gully councisome sort of response from the Minister. However, he did
area and the people of Golden Grove with a police patrotespond to an inquiry through the media. | put out a press
base. | think | could be forgiven for starting to doubt therelease during January after one of my local high schools
Government's intention to do so because the Government iacurred substantial damage as a result of a fire. | think in the
starting to hedge its bets a little. For example, back in996-97 financial year the cost of damage to schools by fire
November last year we had the Acting Deputy Policewas in the vicinity of $6.1 million. One of my constituents
Commissioner saying that the actual location of a policecontacted the police as a result of a school alarm and was
station does not have a direct effect on crime figures withirold, ‘No, we do not handle those reports; you need to contact
a district. | think the crime figures that have occurred in thePolice Security Services.” That is fine, except that the
Tea Tree Gully area and also the Salisbury area, for tha#linister then said, ‘Well, your constituent dialled the wrong
matter, have shown that that is not the case. People areimber; he should not have dialled 000; he should have
starting to say that perhaps there is no intention to provide dialled 11444
patrol base in the Tea Tree Gully council area at all, thatin Ms Bedford interjecting:
fact all police operations will come directly out of the Holden ~ Ms RANKINE: But when he rang 11444 he was told,
Hill Police Station. ‘Sorry, this is not our job; call someone else.’ | would like to
| am not the only one with concerns about this. In fact, Tea&know how many people in our community know that, when
Tree Gully council has also raised this issue. It stated that & school alarm goes off, to phone 82260888. How many
wanted to establish a patrol base in our area but that it hggeople have that number sitting on their fridge? Not too
stopped looking for a site until the police confirmed theirmany. The South Australia Police responded to our local
intention to set one up. So, the council has begun to doubt theeaderMessenger and said that there were three ways to deal
Government’s intentions to set up a patrol base. Omwvith school alarms. First, if it is covered by Police Security
25 November | asked the Minister for an assurance that thiServices, people should ring Police Security Services;
patrol base was going to be provided but it took untilsecondly, if it is not, or if vandalism is occurring, people
February this year for me to get a response from him bughould ring the police; and, thirdly, if there is an intruder,
there was still no clarification about the issue. However, impeople should also ring the police. Fine, except when we
our last block of sitting on 9 February the Minister publishedreceive information from School Watch (via its leaflet) it
a fairly vague response to my question asked in the Houseays, ‘If there is any suspicious behaviour—and | cannot
However, where | was unable to succeed it appears that thRink of anything more suspicious than a school alarm going
member for Playford was able to succeed and he actually goff—‘ring 11444
an assurance in response to a question he asked about thel accept the Minister's response that there are high
Para Hills police station—on the very same page | mighincidences of alarm activations that prove to be false and that
point out. So, | am sure that people in my electorate will bea lot of police resources have been used unnecessarily in
pleased to read itHansard that the Minister has again attending to those, but surely 11444 should have enough
indicated that a patrol base will be established in the Tea Tregperators who can then transfer that call through to Police
Gully area and | certainly look forward to that. Security Services. If it is about saving in the vicinity of
The other promise that | would like to address that has nag6.1 million, | certainly think it is worth it. As | said, | do not
yet been fulfilled relates to smoke alarms in homes for elderlknow anyone who has ‘82260888’ sitting on their fridge.
people. Back in March last year | asked the Minister for
Human Services what the Government intended to do about Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | will talk about two
the provision and installation of smoke alarms for the frailinitiatives in the south that are going extremely well but,
aged and disabled in our community. The very next day thenfortunately in relation to both of them, | have to also
Minister put out a press release saying that $100 000 wouldaution that there are signs that, unless this Government
be made available through local home assistance programbanges its priorities and its poor management practices,
to local councils or through the Disability Resource Centrghese brilliant programs will suffer. The first one is the
to assist these people to comply with the legislation makingNoarlunga crime prevention program which was funded by
smoke alarms compulsory. This announcement was warmihe Crime Prevention Unit of the Attorney-General's
welcomed, except that it was six months later and still ndepartment and established in 1997. The 1997-98 report from
money had been forthcoming. the crime prevention program indicates that in 12 months this
In November last year | asked the Minister again whethejoint community Government partnership has achieved
he had completed his investigations which he had undertakeemarkable success.
and how the money was going to be distributed. The Minister It was established to achieve an actual and perceived
responded that he was going to refer the matter to theeduction of violence in public and to prevent crimes against
Minister for Disability Services and we still have not had aproperty in the community. It identified a range of ways of
response. Hardly a day goes by that we do not see an artiaiing this using community resources, innovative programs,
in the Advertiserwhere someone has had the unfortunateas well as the funding provided by the Crime Prevention Unit,
circumstances of a fire in their home, yet we have firefightingaind the large amounts of in kind support provided by the now
experts urging people constantly to get smoke alarms fitte@ity of Onkaparinga. Extensive analysis was conducted in
in their homes. They are required, legislatively, by the yearespect of crime in the area to see where the efforts should be
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concentrated, and it was clear that the key crimes weragainst involvement in gang behaviour. This is an outstanding
assaults, bullying and harassment and break and enter. Thecord of achievement in 12 months.
approach used related to problem solving, identifying exactly The only problem is that my proxy at the last meeting of
where the most difficulty was being experienced and settinghe Crime Prevention Committee indicated that she was very
about finding ways of overcoming that problem. concerned that the Crime Prevention Unit was, in fact,
As | indicated, some very innovative projects weredetracting from the way in which this committee was working
adopted in order to meet these objectives. The first one wa the local level in terms of imposing very rigid guidelines
about safety in your own back yard, which was targeted at and work plans which did not take account of the local
group of residential dwellings along Christies Creek, wher&eommunity in anything like the extent envisaged in the
residents had reported a high degree of break and enter. TRartnership. The Crime Prevention Committee felt very much
idea was to assist the residents to undertake a safety audit alff¢¢ a junior rather than an equal partner in the relationship
then to be able to talk to their neighbours about how theyvith the Crime Prevention Unit. | ask that the Attorney-
could make their property more safe. This was not extraordiGeneral review this matter and ensure that community crime
narily successful in terms of the involvement of residents. prevention committees and the CPU can be genuine partners.
There was quite a large drop-out rate in terms of the 1he other successful area is our vocational education
people who initially indicated interest and those whoProgram, Partnership 2000, which has also received national
eventually attended the workshop. All those who did attendi€cognition for its great success in combining the efforts of
found it extremely useful. The model of workshop that wagvocational education teachers in school, small businesses,
developed was also considered to be an excellent example Pmmunity organisations and TAFE in delivering excellent
community education, so it is a shame that there were ndtrograms of vocaﬂonal education for the students in our area.
more people who were willing to follow up their initial Ve have extremely high rates of youth unemploymentin the
concern with some action—but | suppose that just shows th&°uth, and these vocational education programs have already
we need to reinforce different ways in which members of th¢lémonstrated that they deliver to employers young people

community can get involved in making themselves safer. Whom they want to employ. The follow-through surveys have
Many of the projects related to youth issues, particularl;)nd'cated a great success rate there. As | indicated, TAFE has

: : een a key component of this program.
in the area of bullying and harassment. One of them had th% We were all very disturbed to learn just recently that it

interesting title of Spinning the Rap Disks in dealing with . . .
violence, and this was targeted at children in the Morphe ppears that the Onkaparinga Institute of TAFE will no
Vale area around a disused railway line. The disused railwal?"'9€" b€ able to support the program by subsidising courses
line has become a corridor where, unfortunately, gangs harjg 10SPitality, hair and beauty, fumiture, electronics, automo-
out when they have nothing better to do. So, the idea was €, engineering, mformgtlon technology, etc. The parents
try to reduce the attraction of the area in one project and t8f thtﬂisg yotur?g pfoﬁlﬁ W'”r?.fdaSked tﬁ pay either $5 (cj)rt$to
try to give the young people different ideas about what the €' Student hour for théir chiigrén—who are supposed (o be
eceiving something resembling a free education at high

could do with themselves and also particularly about how - - - :
they could avoid becoming involved in violence either as fChOOI_to participate in the vocational education program

victim or as a perpetrator. A series of workshops weré"’hich will give them astartin life .an.d which ‘.Ni” put them
conducted with the young people, and then they developed. the_way to ajob. Our community is very disturbed about
themselves in primary school some very succinct messaghaS: Itis notthe only incident where | have recently been told
about how to stop violent behaviour. These were put on littl® progletmls with TAFE. | urge the Minister to examine it
disks, or tazos, which the children enjoyed collecting. immediately.

Another project which | found particularly disturbing, but  pr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | am somewhat interested
it was necessary to undertake, was the Relationship Violencg; this evening’s contributions of the members for Kaurna
No Way project, which targeted young men in the 13-26,34 Mitchell about the role and function of Upper Houses, or,
years age range and was to deal with their involvement i, oy State, the Legislative Council—colloquially known as
domestic violence and to prevent violence in their relatlon*5|eepy Hollow'. | am interested in the member for Kaurna’s
ships. As we all know, children who have lived in households;omments with respect to the workings of the Legislative
where there is domestic violence are highly likely to repeatqyncil in terms either of its abolition or, alternatively,
that behaviour, and this project was also targeted at stoppir}g]anging its functions and powers to something more akin to
those people from repeating the sins of their parents, if Wehe House of Lords where there would be a limited time
want to describe it in that traditional way. period (perhaps six months or, as occurs in the House of

Another innovative project, Canines Prevent Crime,ords, 12 months) in which such an Upper House could hold
received national recognition. The project was about trainingp legislation put forward by the Government in the Lower
people who are already out in the community walking theirHouse. There are some superficial attractions in the proposi-
dogs to be vigilant about events in the community that mightion advanced by the member for Kaurna, although I do not
indicate problems and about giving them a mechanism fosuggest that he embraces all those ideas.
reporting those problems to any appropriate authority. Other A couple of years ago | visited the Irish Parliament. The
councils are now seeking to adopt this project as a differengenate in that country is elected on the basis that certain
way of involving the community in crime prevention. sectional interest groups in the community—for example,

The council also attracted large amounts of fundingrade unions, business, the arts and various other sectors of
through the Australia Council in relation to a project calledsociety—have the right to elect their representatives in the
Hunting in Packs, the funding of which involves a youth Senate. However, the Senate is not entitled to hold up for
community theatre project to involve young people inmore than three months legislation from the Lower House.
developing theatrical presentations for performances in Members of the House of Lords are paid not a salary but
schools and the wider community, again, to influence thenan attendance fee. Indeed, there could be some advantage if
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we paid members of the Legislative Council in Southlooking after the welfare of a large number of the members
Australia an attendance fee and perhaps a penalty loading of the community but, at the end of the day, Armageddon has
50 per cent if they sat after 6 p.m. on a sitting day. In thanot fallen upon Queensland because it has had only a one
way, we would be able to get through more business and b@hamber Parliament. There is a need for this Parliament, in
more efficient. particular, to look very seriously at the issue of the abolition
I have thought about those points of view. However, at thef the Legislative Council.
end of the day, if we have an elected House of Lords that has | hasten to add that | do not want this to be seen as a
been neutered because it has been democratically elected, kasplaint on my part about the role of the Legislative
no universal franchise or gerrymander and has the power onfgouncil in dealing with the ETSA legislation or, indeed, the
to hold up or delay legislation, it would serve no usefulindustrial relations legislation that will come before this
purpose. One may as well abolish the Legislative CouncilParliament in the not too distant future. Members of the
save the salaries and expenses of running a 22 memb@pposition obviously are entitled to use whatever constitu-
Chamber, and concentrate on reforming the House dfonal devices are available to us at the time to protect the
Assembly and its committee structure to ensure that legislanterests of our constituents and to protect the interests of
tion is thoroughly scrutinised and that every backbencher—bthose who support the Labor Party and, if that means we use
they Government or Opposition—can play an active role irthe Legislative Council whilst it is in existence, so be it. We
the development of legislation. are entitled to do it, the same as the Liberal Party used it
All too often legislation is pushed through the House ofwhen it was in opposition to further the interests of the people
Assembly, because that is desired by the Government of thtaat it represents.
day, regardless of its political persuasion, so that it can run However, having said all that, | believe that there is a need
the gauntlet of the House of Review—namely, the Legislativeat the turn of the century to address seriously the issue of
Council—because of its interminable time delays, given thatonstitutional reform in this State, whether it involves not just
it has no time restrictions on speeches, and so on. a single Chamber of Parliament but also the role of a State
House of Assembly backbenchers, on either side of th&overnmenvis-a-vislocal government. What are to be our
House, do not get a full appreciation of the running ofrespective powers; and what are to be our respective spheres
Government departments. We in this Chamber are free to agif influence so that we can best further the interests of all
guestions in Committee on Bills. However, in South Australiamembers of the South Australian community? We have not
we do not have an equivalent of the thorough scrutiny ohad that debate. By no means have we even started that
legislation and workings of departments that the Senatdebate. We have the attacks by the Liberal Party on the
Estimates Committees have in the Federal Parliament dfegislative Council at the moment for being obstructionist
Australia. That divorces the governance of the State fronbecause it suits its present political purposes with respect to
backbenchers on either side of the House of Assembly. ETSA. We should put aside those temporary issues, and | say
Given our population base in South Australia of abouttemporary’ because ETSA will be resolved one way or the
1.4 million people, the number of local Government bodiespther in the next few weeks or months. We must look at the
and so on, we are not in a position to have the sort ofong-term future of this State and the governance of this
governance infrastructure of the larger and more prospero&ate.
States in Australia. In a sense, the Senate has an excuse,We do not need the crisis point type issues which focus
because we are a Federation, and an equal number of senatous attention and deter us from looking at the longer-term
come from each State to protect the rights of the States. interests of this State with respect to the form of governance
| can see some value in the Senate, even though it is nge are to have. At the end of the day, whether we have a
longer really a States’ House. Within the caucuses of eachnicameral or bicameral system, we must ensure that
major Party it allows the States with a smaller populationExecutive Government is accountable to the people and that
base to have more influence within the caucuses of theits rule is transparent to all.
Federal parliamentary Parties, because they are dealing with The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
at least four or six senators from that State who can havRas expired.
some influence on what their Federal colleagues do. | do not
want to over emphasise that degree of importance. However, Ms BREUER (Giles): | was interested to hear the
at least | see some relevance in a Federal system for havimginisterial statement made by the Deputy Premier today in
a Senate of equal representation from all the States. | do nathich he announced the importance of regional development
fancy a unicameral system at a Federal level where the buik the State of South Australia. He also announced that this
of the power will reside totally within Canberra, from Sydney Government is strongly committed to enhancing the econom-
and Melbourne, in terms of their deciding what is in the bestc and social wellbeing of rural communities. | have the
interests of South Australia. utmost respect for the Deputy Premier. He comes from my
But when we are dealing with just a State Parliament, part of the State. He is from the bush; he is a bush boy.
cannot see that it is wrong for there just to be one HouseéAnyone who would wear a tie with chooks on it, as the
Indeed, one can look at Queensland, which has had a of@eputy Premier did yesterday, must be a country boy. So, |
Chamber Parliament since 1922 and, whilst there have beavelcome his statement and | welcome his announcement that
gerrymanders electorally (and on the Labor Party side) fronan Office of Regional Development will be established within
1915 almost through to 1957—uwith a couple of intermittenthis portfolio to take responsibility for coordinating Govern-
years of Liberal or Country Party rule, when Bjelke-Petersemment actions.
and the National Party came to power—the sky has not fallen In addition, the Deputy Premier announced a Regional
in on Queensland. Development Council as a partnership between the Govern-
Queensland has prospered; it has done quite well. It harent and the community to assist the advancement of
certainly been atrocious in terms of civil liberties in the daysregional development in this State. | was also interested to
of Bjelke-Petersen; it has certainly been atrocious in terms diear today the Minister for Industry and Trade speak about
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what this Government has done for regional developmentin Ms BREUER: | don't talk about anything else because
this State. | am prepared to give him the benefit of the doubtve want this power station in Whyalla, and you lot refuse to
He talked about the 14 regional development boards whiclisten to our argument and what we have to say about it. This
were established and which have been essential to ti@overnment has the opportunity to show regional South
communities they service. Coming from Whyalla, | am awareAustralia that it has a commitment to those areas. It has the
of how important our Regional Development Board is in ouropportunity to provide jobs in my area in the construction
community and the work it does do there. | congratulatgphase and in the ongoing phase, but it refuses to listen to us.
Mr Phil Tyler, the CEO of our Regional Development Board, We have told the Government about the advantages of the
on the work he puts into our community. Whyalla site. Port Adelaide does not want this power station;
The Minister talked about increased funding frombutWhyalla desperately wants it. We have land available and
$150 000 to $170 000 with a three-to-one subsidy from localve have access to deep seawater for cooling. Skilled labour
government. He talked about retaining 320 jobs in regionais available and we have urban infrastructure. We have
South Australia, creating 1 690 jobs and investing som@roximity to customers who will use this power. The
$70 million into regional South Australia. End of story. What announcement yesterday from Western Mining that it will not
a wonderful benefit for regional South Australia! He thenbuy power is a short-term arrangement. If you build this
went on to talk about Federal funding and how that ispower station in Whyalla it will buy from us. It is already
assisting regional development. He talked about how mucbommitted with BHP to use this power, but the Government
is put into assisting small companies in South Australia anavill not listen to us.
not just big business in regional South Australia. This was All we hear from the Government is that we have to build
wonderful; | was most impressed with what a great job thimew transmission lines. That is absolute crap! The powerlines
Government is doing for regional South Australia. The factare there. There is minimal transmission loss—b5 per cent,
is, itis a joke. You ask the people in Whyalla, Murray Bridgewhich is way below the limit. We have been transmitting
and Andamooka what this Government is doing for regionapower from Port Augusta to Adelaide for many years; but
South Australia. What is this Government doing for regionahow the Government is saying that it is not possible to take
South Australia? it another 60 kilometres. That is absolute rubbish. The
| support and welcome the announcement regarding th@overnment has missed the boat. Is it not doing anything
Office of Regional Development. | know it is in response toabout us because Whyalla is part of Giles, which is a Labor
submissions that came from many regional developmergeat? | am the only Labor country member. Is that your
boards and the regional task force. The Deputy Premigsroblem? Listen to what we are saying in Whyalla, build the
quickly responded, as he is known to do, but it is all rhetorigpower station there and give regional South Australia a real
as far as | can see, and | am a bush girl. It is a big joke. Firsbpportunity for regional development. Stop all this rhetoric,
of all, what teeth will this office have? What status are westop talking about offices, stop talking about councils and do
talking about with the Public Service and the Government3omething! Get off your backsides and think about us!
Will it be just another country joke? Will it have any power?
There was absolutely no mention of any funding. There is Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | have been really moved by the
absolutely no detail on any of this. The Minister alsocontribution of the member for Giles tonight, and | hope that
announced today a Regional Development Council based a@veryone paid attention to what she said. | speak tonight on
the model of the Food for the Future Council. This is a greatvhat a Government must supply to the people of this State
idea also. It means that the council will have its meetingsind what a State budget should provide for the residents of
reported byHansard it will follow-up issues brought before the State. | will offer a number of thoughts and suggestions
it; it will determine State Government policy; but nothing waswhich | think will benefit both metropolitan and regional
answered about this. It was rhetoric. Will it do these thingsSouth Australia. A Government must lead. It must facilitate
Coming from the country, | know that it probably will not. and encourage by example and by way of commitment. We
It will be a great structure and a great advisory body, butmust commit to the concept of full employment. Government
where is the funding? must lead in this endeavour. Supplying the means to achieve
The problem regarding regional South Australia is thafull employment will allow all members of our society to
there are so many ideas about what you will do for regionatontribute to the common good and to be part of the one.
South Australia, but you never provide us with any funding The problems caused by unemployment are manifested at
to back up these ideas. It is, ‘Look after yourself, do itall ages and at all levels. The results of unemployment are
yourself and manage.’ Country people are sick to death dhere for all to see. My constituents tell me that either their
this rhetoric from this Government; they are sick to death ofamily or families they know are affected by unemployment.
your patting us on the back, patronising us, and saying, ‘Tod he waste of human potential is disgraceful. What cost do we
bad what is happening in your area. It is very sad what iace if we do not invest in our people? Surely we inevitably
happening in your area. It is just too bad, but we cannot givgay for the services that pick up the very people disadvan-
you any money. We are sick to death of it. We want someaged by our lack of commitment to full employment. Is it not
real action. What resources will be involved in this councila false economy to deny those very people the resources they
and this Office of Regional Development? Who will be require to survive and to be part of society?
involved in these organisations? What influence will they The misery of unemployment is manifested in many ways.
have on Government policy? This Government s a joke. Th®esearch has established that poor health outcomes are a
joke is that it had the perfect example to assist regionatlirect result of under employment or unemployment. The
development and it has completely missed the boat anithcrease in mental health statistics and suicides is alarming.
refused to listen to us when we talk about the opportunity td'he incidence of drug taking is a scourge that sees us
build this new power station in Whyalla. involved in a debate on heroin trials as part of a range of
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: You never talk about anything measures to combat this problem. Why not also debate with
else. equal vigour the notion of full employment as a remedy?
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My constituents tell me that the problems associated witlthose who require the ongoing support of outpatient clinics.
law and order issues are of great concern and must bEhis is relevant not only to Modbury but to all hospitals
addressed. The increasing incidence of crime sees thbroughout the State. Great relief would be felt in the delivery
occupation levels of our correctional institutions reachingof all primary health care if there were extra personnel. | refer
record highs. The problem this creates in those institutiongp areas such as physiotherapy where waiting lists are
which would also benefit from higher staffing levels, hascommonplace for pensioners, people on a low income, and
been recently illustrated by unrest in the Adelaide Remanthe disadvantaged, and podiatry where simple attention to
Centre, built to house 100 fewer than it now holds. Thisfeet, especially for diabetics, can mean a longer life
increase in crime sees additional burdens placed on o@xpectancy.
judicial system. Delays in the processing of criminal, notto We need hugely better dental services which again are so
mention civil, cases places stress on those unfortunate enougtuelly denied to those who need them most and rationed
to be caught up in the system. because of appalling waiting lists.

When speaking of our correctional institutions it is  The Hon. M.K. Brindal: How are you going to pay for
necessary to say that inmates have been placed there ovalt-this?
whelmingly as a result of drug offences. We ignore this Ms BEDFORD: Just listen; | haven't finished yet. We
problem at our peril. Whilst in these places, inmates are nailso need more community health services and preventive
being given the opportunity to improve their ability to cope health strategies, where funding for employment would see
with life when they are again on the outside. immediate results. | am told that life expectancy has fallen for

Itis a tragedy that we are not more active in the rehabilitathe first time ever. The implications of this trend are self-
tion of those with drug problems. | am told that drug takingevident.
in prison relieves the boredom of incarceration. Could we not In the area of the arts we have seen the great example of
invest in making an effort to ensure that the time spent irnthe stimulation of the film industry and the spin-off benefits
prison by each offender is the only time that each individuathat we have enjoyed from the success of that industry in
spends there? Repeat offending reinforces our failure t8outh Australia. We should commit funds toward the creation
address the problems that individuals face and costs us muoii greater employment opportunities for local artists. We
more. could ensure that local companies stage more productions

Let us look at the area of law enforcement. We muswith larger casts each year. This funding would improve the
support our police as they face increased workloads. Stressiltural tourism profile of South Australia.
has become a major factor in the daily lives of our police We are all aware of the benefits of tourism, which have
officers, not only the stress of facing a difficult and demand-been seen to advantage recently with the fabulous production
ing job but the stress of doing so with barely adequateftheRing Stimulation of the arts will increase community
numbers. Although we are told that numbers have increasedevelopment opportunities where the arts can be used as
we must wonder where those additional officers have comtherapy for the aged and infirm, and for prisoners the arts can
from. They have certainly not graduated from the Policebe imperative in the solving of major social problems.
Academy. Have the current personnel been shuffled around In the area of education we need to invest in our young
to resemble or give the impression of additional staffing? Wepeople. Such investment would have untold benefits for us.
also need to measure the effectiveness of our police force byhe strengthening of retention rates has many benefits, not
looking at the attrition rate of our officers and the number ofthe least of which, | am told, is that those who complete at
years of experience shared by the officers who protect us ileast nine years of formal education live longer.
our accepted way of life. We can immediately deliver on the improvement of

The adoption of the new concept of local service areagducation by committing to smaller class sizes, extra
(LSAs) is faced with great challenges. LSAs have beemdministration staff, differential staffing for disadvantaged
adopted from a system that is operating in the Unitedschools and country incentives. We cannot offer reasonable
Kingdom. We must surely hope that the implementation oftaffing levels without reasonable remuneration as we need
this scheme will suit the Australian way of life. | am told that to invest in the best possible level of education for our
Australia more closely resembles the United States ofhildren. We cannot spoil the ship for a ha’p’orth of tar. We
America. That brings me to the concept of zero tolerancentervene or we sink. Massive budget cuts will deliver very
another topic that is under current discussion. In the USApoor outcomes. We cannot afford to disadvantage our public
this concept was introduced with a massive increase in policeducation system. We cannot allow it to become so run down
personnel, not the shuffling around of existing numbers. Wehat it cannot continue to deliver good outcomes for our
must be sure that the new system that we have adopted students.
monitored closely and supported if necessary. Why commit funding to create full employment? Do not

My constituents tell me that they want good health andbeople who are working pay taxes and consume goods?
hospital services. They are concerned about what hakhese are the two most effective ways to ensure the stimula-
happened at the Modbury Hospital, the dismal failure whichion of the economy which is so desperately needed.
forced the Government to cancel similar plans for other How do we fund this necessary expenditure? The sale of
hospitals. Staff are run off their feet. This is an occupationaassets is not the option we should pursue. We must retain our
health and safety issue with which | shall deal again later, aevenue generating assets so that we can provide for all South
funding to maintain workers who are the victims of stress oAustralians in the future. If someone will buy the assets, they
are injured at the workplace affects a larger proportion of thenust be worth keeping. If private enterprise can make a go
work force and becomes of greater concern to society, greatef our assets, then public enterprises must also be able to do
perhaps than the road toll which we widely recognise as ¢he same. Do we say that we cannot manage anything public
measure of waste. effectively? This is a sad indictment for State Government.

We can immediately employ people in the health system The present debate on debt management is ideologically
to provide the care that is necessary for the chronically ill andbaded. Economic rationalist, user pays policy is sustained by
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using a mantra of ‘debt crisis’. Debt can and must beand others? We could not match it. We are in no position at
managed. Terms like ‘black hole’ have become the batteringll to remove payroll tax, as members opposite rightly know.
ram used in the pursuit of the ideological principle of We need the money; we need to maximise the price, and the
economic rationalism. Economic rationalism is the justificatime for that was about last October.
tion for privatisation, outsourcing, downsizing and public | challenge any member opposite who classes himself or
sector job cuts. A total of 20 000 positions have been cuherself as a business person to pick up ETSA's 1999 report,
from the public service. This very experience is needed nowead page 77, third paragraph, and look at the figures. | am
to get the State going, yet it is being outsourced. amazed that nobody has ever picked this up. I am known to

We know about consultants and what we to pay for adviceay things that | probably should not say sometimes, but |
to the departments. We need them, but itis at an inflated cosbnsider what | say now. Members should look at the figures.
which we pay for dearly. What sort of ‘economy’ is this? There is an exercise there in balance sheet stacking. Why? To
What sort of savings are delivered in such a false wayprepare the company for sale. Look at what they spentin the
Economic rationalism has had its day. Communities countpast three years in asset replacement. What new infrastructure
people living in communities count, and their needs counthas been built? Nothing! This is why we have problems in
Radical debt reduction measures will dampen growth andur regions. In the Barossa Valley in the heat wave we had
confidence. Debt can be managed. It is time to move beyoridansformers boiling. The infrastructure has not had any
the debt fetish and shift the focus of the debate towards theoney spent on it. ETSA's profits went from $35 million to
positive contribution of the public sector. $270 million. | wonder why! Because it never spent any

money on upgrading any of the assets.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | speak tonight on the most Mr Clarke interjecting:
critical issue presently before the House, and probably before Mr VENNING: It was prepared that way for two reasons.
this Parliament in the past decade, that is, the sale of ETSAkirst, why fix up an asset that will be sold and, secondly, to
My family has been on the land for many years through manynake the balance sheet look as attractive as possible for a
generations. We have been involved in politics for manywould be buyer. That could be taken two ways from a
years through many generations. The family has beemember for the Government, but that is the reality and, if you
involved with Playford. We have strong ties to the Playforddo not believe me, read the document. How can the profit go
era, when Playford nationalised the Adelaide Electricityfrom $35 million to $270 million in two years? It is because
Company. | know the history well. When considering whythey have not spent the money. | can do that on the farm. |
Playford did it then and why we must now reverse thaican push profits through the roof: don’t buy a new tractor,
decision, the reason is quite obvious to any person whigave the tyres bald; don’t pay anybody. It is easy if you want
considers himself or herself to be a business person. At the stack the balance sheet. But there is always a day of
moment, we have no choice but to sell it. It is a wise man, &eckoning and the day of reckoning is right on us. | would say
wise business person, who knows when to buy but it is athat it is between now and the New South Wales election. We

even wiser person who knows when to sell. can still maximise the price. We may have lost the cream but
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Is that why you have never sold it is still an attractive proposition for would be buyers.
anything? You just buy? | am sick of hearing the argument that, if it is good enough

Mr VENNING: You know things to be different to that, for the buyer, it is good enough to keep. We know that
Mr Brindal. As MPs, the managers of this State’s financesGovernments have very poor records when it comes to
we must be proper managers and realise the full potential fgslaying business, a la State Bank. Members should go and
South Australia. | firmly believe that we have no choice butwatch somebody playing the power market on a video screen.
to sell ETSA. That does not mean that it is sold forever,You can watch the fluctuations, the thousands of dollars that
should things change in the future. The whole economy is aan be made with the push of a button by buying off-peak and
moving feast. With the national competition policy—which peak power, which can vary so very much. A good business
| do not agree with—brought in by Labor Prime Minis- person knows when to buy and when to sell and he incorpo-
ter Keating we have no choice. We are a sitting duck in thisates risk management. The proof is that here we are arguing
new regime of national competition policy—a sitting lame for everybody to see and for every businessman in the world
duck. If we do not make a decision in this House before theo know about whether we should sell this facility. It is not
next New South Wales election to be held late this month (28mart at all if we want to maximise the price for South
March), | feel we are in grave danger. | heard no membeAustralia.
opposite during debate last night say that they did not believe So the profits are not sustainable—as | said, on page 77.
that Mr Carr would privatise. Why is it any different for | urge all members to read that. It is readily available. |
Mr Carr than it is for us? Do | need to remind memberswondered why we were having problems with the Barossa
opposite of his politics? Mr Kennett has shown what can bend other areas. Why were we having trouble with transform-
done by privatising: it can minimise the debt. ers boiling? Where was the new infrastructure? These

What will happen next year when New South Wales hapowerlines are old. With the boom in the Barossa we should
recovered, say, $45 billion to $50 billion for its generatorshave had action 18 months ago. | am pleased to say that last
and it rewards its constituents by taking off payroll tax? Howweek a new substation valued at $2 million was mooted. We
will we in this State retain the business that we have left whemill have to start to spend because the car will not go the
they come to us and say, ‘Look, we are under severextra trip without money. We have lost the advantage now.
pressure’? We were at General Motors a few weeks ago anthat report needs to be studied by all members of Parliament.
they were commenting on their plant at Fishermans Bend If you have a friend in ETSA, ask them what they think
outside Melbourne, saying, ‘Hey, they have an advantagkas happened, why it is such a profitable company when all
over us with their cheap electricity.’ But if there was a payrollthe infrastructure is so run down, because it is. If we do not
tax reduction or total removal in New South Wales andsell ETSA, how do we get out of this problem? As a farmer
Victoria, what would we say to General Motors, Mitsubishi | always like to plan ahead. If | have a problem with two bad
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seasons and have a cash flow problem, | have to do somEducation, Children’s Services and Training did not willingly
thing about it: | sell off a few acres and change my mode obr quickly choose that course of action, but it was compelled
operation. You cannot continue when the end is inevitablepn him because, as the member for Schubert said, we are
because when the banker knocks he never leaves empbying in excess of $2 million a day in interest.
handed. The banker is the same for us as a Government |t is easy for anyone to work it out. If you are paying
because we are in debt to the bank and have to pay our billsomething like $700 million a year in interest, as the member

| want to see us pay our bills and try to get out of thesefor Schubert says, it is a lot of roads, schools, hospital
ridiculous deals that the former Government entered into. Wapgrades and a lot of employment opportunities that such
are still paying up to 15 per cent on some of our loans. Howapital works promote that would give long-term and viable
can that happen? It should be more like 5.5 per cent to 6 p@pportunities to South Australians in employment. It is not
cent, so why are we paying 15 per cent? Let us pay thegast a question of to sell or not to sell ETSA: it is a question
debts; let us get on top of these debts. Once we have paid ogf how we best use the Government's assets to create the
debts, we will then spend the money only on the interesgreatest employment opportunities in this State. One of the
saved, and that is sound business. options confronting us at present, as a Government, is the sale

It really grieved me yesterday morning to hear thatof ETSA, a sale which, as the member for Schubert rightly
Western Mining had decided it would go for cheaper poweloints out, is in no small measure compelled on us by the
and go interstate. If that is not a message for all of us, whaidvent of the national electricity market introduced by a
is? Three or four other major users will be doing the saméormer Labor Government. We have two small generating
thing. BHP and Pasminco will be next and, as the member foplants.
Giles said earlier, and the member for Frome, when they go, |t is interesting to note that that same Labor Government
there go our big users. They get their power at a pretty googhose not to put a carbon emissions levy on the power
rate, but they use a lot of it over 24 hours—peak and off pealenerators because that is the one way in which South

power. When they go, it means that our little users will beaystralian power generation would have become economical-
paying a lot more. | do not like any of this and | just want to |y more viable in the national market.

hear, for the sake of South Australia, members putting' s Bedford interjecting:
politics aside. If the Opposition thinks there is another way The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Port Augusta has, because

of fx(mk? this prg::)lem, |tts);ho_ultd t_eII ES' . of the low grade coal coming from Leigh Creek, one of the
Mn V%rll\lol\LlllrlillG? rlnﬁm er Ir': ﬁ”ecd'qg;l_ I h most efficient burning systems in the nation, and our gas
' : ave not heard it. 1€fl me Wnere you , yine generators in Adelaide are similarly efficient. If there

said it and | will read it inHansard | would be happy t0  are 4 carbon emissions tax on Yallourn and on some of the
quote it in my electorate. Tell me how we can do this. We

paid a certain percentage of the crippling State debt, but no\gl(t)rﬁ[r)eptgwer generating companies, we would be able to
we are down to the hard core debt and we cannot get over it Ms B .df d interiecting:

without a massive payout. The only large asset we have left S bediord interjecting. .

is ETSA. All of us want more money in our electorates, 1he Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member opposite says
because all members have worthy causes in their electoraté€ Should now do that. Itis too late, because the horse has
If we sell ETSA now, by Christmas there will be some funds.Polted. It is the Federal Labor Government that made the
At $2.2 million a day, five days of interest will build any road "ules. We are now playing a game where the Labor Govern-

that | want, and | am asking for quite a few. Please, | ask fof"ent in Canberra dictated the rules and we are locked in. It
cooperati(;n for the sake of the State. ' cannot all be altered on a whim. We find ourselves locked

into a game in which we have a disadvantage, and the Labor

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Local Govern- Party wants to doubly disadvantage the people of this State
ment): | have heard some interesting points put opposite, anfly absolutely refusing to sell an asset that is worth something
| think that every member of the House acknowledges that thBOW, but in three or four years it may be worth a lot less. It
most important problem facing all South Australians atiS fidiculous for me to say that perhaps the Labor Party
present is the need to create long-term and sustainabfould bear the losses that it will inflict on the people of
employment not only for our children but, in some cases, foSouth Australia, but in a company situation the directors
our contemporaries. Employment is not only a problem agould at least have some sort of duty of care.
severe as itis for youth but it is also a problem for people in  The Labor Party seems to think that just because it is in
the 40 to 50 year age group who cannot find sustainabl@pposition it can argue whichever case it likes. It does not
employment. The member for Schubert highlights part of thenatter how right or wrong history proves it to be, it will
problem confronting this House— simply say, ‘This is a democracy. We argued what we

Mr Clarke interjecting: thought was right at the time or, more importantly, we argued

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith for what we thought was politically expedient at the time. So
would do well to listen because | think he cares abouwve were wrong. So it cost this State a whole lot of money and
unemployment in his electorate, as it is an electorate hit bif cost this State a whole lot of job opportunities, but you
unemployment. As the member for Schubert points out, wgannot blame us.’l note that the expert on fish and chips has
are paying out in excess of $2 million a day in interest andreturned to the Chamber, so we will now hear some intelli-
if we can recoup some of that $2 million a day, we can muctgent interjections!
better target traineeships and employability. The Opposition has no idea of economic responsibility.

| have heard members opposite complain about the fadthis is the Opposition that cost us $7 billion in the State Bank
that the Minister for Education, Children’s Services andand similar disasters over which it presided. This is the
Training found himself compelled to introduce a training levy Opposition which, when it was in office, gave us a $1 billion
for those who are in traineeships. Members opposite claimedollar building just down the road and which subsequently
that this is a tax on jobs. | am quite sure that the Minister fohad to be resold for $265 million.
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When the Opposition was in Government | saw a friendSouth Australia than retain these benches by the dishonesty
of mine, someone whom | used to teach and who used tihat the Labor Government perpetrated on us through the
work around the biggest mining camps in this country. HeState Bank. Their side of the House—their Leader in
was standing outside Remm Myer and | said, ‘Why are yowparticular—has yet to apologise for his part in the State Bank
working here?’ He said, ‘This site pays better than anyfiasco, and do not think that the people of South Australia
mining settlement in this country.’ | said, ‘What are you? Arehave forgotten that.
you a tradesman, Greg?’' He said ‘No, | drive the big Ifthis measure costs us the election, then the Premier and
machinery on the mines, but | cannot do that on this site. | arhis entire Government are firmly committed to this measure,
atradesman’s helper.’ | said, ‘What does that mean?’ He saithecause it is right for South Australia. If you go down and
‘That means that, if the electrician has to go from floor A toyou go down fighting for a right principle, perhaps history
floor B, he is not allowed to carry his power tool upstairs orwill remember you kindly. If you go down as craven cowards,
his spanner— just doing nothing but trying to hang onto the perks and

Mr Clarke interjecting: prerequisites of office, you get the Opposition to which you

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | have heard stories about have been consigned.
tactics used by Mr Clarke’s friends in respect of who can and The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
cannot work on sites. has expired.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
order. Standing Orders direct that members be referred to by Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | rise tonight to speak about
their electorate and not by their Christian name or their lasthe redistribution of State electorates. In particular, | wish to
name. speak about the redistribution of the part of Ovingham south

The SPEAKER: | did not hear that reference but, if the of Torrens Road into the State district of Adelaide. It was a
Minister made the reference, he knows the Standing Ordersatter of regret to me that | lost that part of Ovingham to the

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: |was referring to the clerks’ State district of Adelaide—which, of course, is represented
union, not necessarily ‘the Clarke’. The fact is that my friendby the member for Adelaide. | have already written to
could earn more as a tradesman’s assistant on the Renmnnstituents in Ovingham about this change of member, and
Myer site than he could earn on any isolated mining sitd am pleased to say that | have had many expressions of
driving big equipment in this country. regret from constituents in that area that the suburb has been

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: redistributed.

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Peake It came to my attention that an article was published in the
certainly has not heard this speech before because | have riadvertiserheaded ‘Minister threatens to resign.’
given it before. The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: Mr ATKINSON: The Deputy Premier says ‘once again’.

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Peake The story, although it is by Miles Kemp, has not been
apparently has never visited the western suburbs. Duringontradicted by the member for Adelaide, as | understand it.
debate today he said that he enjoyed having a cappuccino in An honourable member: That was when he was on
Unley. This is a member from the western suburbs who, tolidays.
enjoy himself, comes to Unley and pollutes my electorate Mr ATKINSON: Yes, it was when he was on holidays.
with his cappuccinos. However, the member for Adelaide could have written a letter

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Sir, | take great offence to the to the Editor to put the matter straight or he could have
fact that the member for Unley says | pollute his electoratespoken in this House on the matter. The article states:

when he himself is doing the mO_St pOHUt_'ng'_ A senior Minister has told the Liberal Party he may quit because
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a rule in this place about it had not supported him in an appeal against the recent electoral

irrelevant and trivial interjections. redistribution. Dr Michael Armitage, the member for Adelaide, was
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The factis that the member angered by the Party’s refusal to fund an appeal against a decision

hich slashed his voter majority from 5.5 per cent to 2.3 per cent.

for Peake has apparently discovered the electorate of Unle\g'espite using leading Adelaide QC, Mr Michael Abbott, to argue his

Itis a wonderful electorate. | welcome him there at any timecase, Dr Armitage failed to convince the Party that it should appeal
he wishes to come and spend money to help the economy afainst the decision in the Supreme Court.
Unley. He is most welcome to do so, provided that he returngne article further states:
home to sleep. | have heard that that might not always be the If he resigned, the Government would be forced to a by-election
case. , , , within months and face likely defeat on current polling results.
The State Bank is an important lesson to this State. The pr Armitage’s father-in-law, Party power broker and former
sale of ETSA is an important need of this State. UnfortunateMLC Mr Don Laidlaw, said yesterday Dr Armitage had since
ly, yesterday the Treasurer announced a measure that tmgg'lﬂgddg%%&%tm gg%%ﬂhé';%;?g’e&hgm i(r:t}ﬁel_:ebrfdr%lepc?gcyi)dgzje%e
Government must impose—a measure that no-one Wants. uldn’t appeal,” he said. ‘He probably wasn’t going to win the
impose nor one that was done lightly. It causes pain to thigppeal, anyway.
Government and it causes pain to every honourable member Mr Laidlaw said he had told Dr Armitage to concentrate on
on this side of the House. But, unfortunately, we have thavinning the seat. ‘I told him he better sit himself down, get organised
responsibility of responsible government. and go and win it,” he said.
Members interjecting: | have been forced by this news to draft a new direct mail
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Members opposite say that letter to my constituents in Ovingham.
we will lose the election. Let me say to the member for Peake Mr Clarke interjecting:
and the member for Ross Smith one thing—and | will look  Mr ATKINSON: The member for Ross Smith asks me
them in the eye and say this: | would rather Sir, through youto read it out to you—and I shall. It reads:
be on these benches and lose the next election honourably | ate lastyear | wrote to you with the news that | would no longer
because we sought to do the right thing for the people ofie your local member of Parliament after the next State election.
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This had been caused by a redistribution of State electorates that puext two days letterboxing that area, at no cost whatever to
all of Ovingham in the State electorate of Adelaide. For the past 2fhe South Australian taxpayer.
years Ovingham has been in the State electorate of Spence. | have

been representing you as the member for Spence for the past nine L
years. My letter explained that the member for Adelaide, The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-

Dr Armitage (Liberal), lived in North Adelaide and was in favour of ment Enterprises): The member for Spence is on his usual
closing Barton Road in order to exclude, among others, Ovinghargampaign: as usual, it is incorrect. TAdvertiserreport to
motorists and CyClIStS from North Adelaide. MOTeOVeI', he ha thh the member for Spence referred iS incorrect. | ha\/e

advocated opening Gilbert Street so the Churchill Road traffic coul e
flow along it. dentified that to people throughout my electorate. The

| also explained that Dr Armitage did not want your part of Meémber for Spence is—
Ovingham in his electorate. He had appealed against the redistribu- Mr Atkinson interjecting:

tion, arguing that people like you living in the Charles Sturt Council ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Why would | bother to
area did not have a community of interest with the kind of people he, . - : S
had been representing, such as people in North Adelaide. ?erlte to theAc_Ivertlser'when.lt d'.d not speak to me before the

] _ ] ) article? The interesting thing is that, indeed, | did have the
linterpolate: the member for Adelaide nods in agreement.possibility of appeal when the electoral boundaries were

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: I rise on a point of order, prought down. However, what the member for Spence is

Mr Deputy Speaker. The member for Spence interpolategefusing to acknowledge is that | elected not to do so. Why?
incorrectly. | was not nodding in relation to that particular |t was because | will win the seat of Adelaide. | am not
comment, because the community of interest to which he wag|uctant about representing the future constituents of

referring was the electors of Prospect. Ovingham: indeed, | look forward to representing them. |
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of always represent my constituents with great rigour. As

order. always, the member for Spence refuses completely to be
Mr ATKINSON: | shall continue: consistent, because he said that | would like to have Gilbert

Now theAdvertisetas published a story that Dr Armitage is so Street reopened so that semitrailers could go straight down
angry about your part of Ovingham being included in his electoraté_hurchill and Torrens Roads, through the electorate of
that he has threatened to resign from Parliament. This resignatiadvingham. What he refuses to acknowledge is that that is

would necessitate a by-election that would cost at least $75 000. ;
enclose a copy of the article headed, ‘Minister threatens to resignéxaCtIy what he wants to happen in Barton Road.

Dr Armitage is angry that the Liberal Party is not wiling tofunda 1 he member for Spence has not yet answered the fact on
legal challenge to the redistribution. Dr Armitage is reported agvhich | challenged him when we were debating this issue
asking the Liberal Party for an easier seat in Parliament, one in whichinder the Local Government Bill: the Charles Sturt Council
he would not have to campaign so hard. Dr Armitage’s father-in-law s exactly the same clause to close Churchill Road as did
Liberal power broker Mr Don Laidlaw, told th&dvertiserhis son- - . :
in-law ought to concentrate on winning the seat and said, ‘I told hinfh€ Adelaide City Council to close Barton Road—exactly the
he better sit himself down, get organised and go and win it. same one, for exactly the same reason. | look forward to the
I am sorry this change has occurred. | would like to continue tanember for Spence’s electorate letter to the residents of
be your local MP. | shall do my best to represent you in StateQvingham saying that, if he wants to open Barton Road,

Parliament for the next three years leading up to the next Statg, . ;
election. Should the reluctant Dr Armitage become your MP at th gically and consistently, he should do exactly the same

next State election owing to the weight of Liberal Party votes inthing, because it was exactly the same clause of exactly the

North Adelaide, | will do my best to ensure Ovingham’s voice same Act that was used about three days before we debated

continues to be heard in Parliament. | hope you will continue tat. | identified that to the member for Spence, and he did not

regard me as your local MP and ring me for advice and help on thgnqw it. | am delighted to say that, for the residents of

numbers Il_sted above_. ) Ovinah 'h b i 'd’ Vi lation to th
Yours sincerely, Michael Atkinson. vingham, | have been working assiduously in relation to the

. ) . Park Terrace/Torrens Road/Churchill Road/Ovingham

That is how the letter reads. That is the letter that | will be;gadworks and, within the next two weeks, a most exciting

sending to residents of Ovingham in the next few days. I notg|an will be developed which will see the residents of

that, unlike the member for Adelaide, | am willing to give Ovingham having service roads, the people along Churchill

those peop[e my home t'elephone number So that they can rifigh 5 having service roads, and the traffic lights all being

me at any time with their problems and grievances and seelgted out. Rather than making silly, inconsistent claims, |

counsel from me. have been producing runs on the board for those constituents.
Members interjecting: Motion carried.

the member for Adelaide has heard what | have had to say,

what | shall be saying to the residents of Ovingham and what CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION

theAdvertiser has said in the article headed ‘Minister (INTOXICATION) AMENDMENT BILL

threatens to resign’, he will have an opportunity to reply,

through the forums of this Chamber. | gave him that oppor- Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

tunity before | direct-mailed Ovingham residents last timetime.

and it was not an opportunity he took up. There was no matter

regarding his opposition to reopening Barton Road, his ADJOURNMENT DEBATE

support for running interstate semitrailers down Torrens

Road, his support for reopening Gilbert Street so that The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-

Churchill Road traffic could run down: none of those mattergment Enterprises): | move:

did he seek to dispute. | give him this opportunity again to  That the House do now adjourn.

respond, and | will take that into account in any letter |

subsequently send to the residents of Ovingham. | want to Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): | am

inform the House that that is the letter | intend to send themprompted tonight to talk once again about the welfare of

and my swarms of volunteers will be in Ovingham over thechildren in my electorate as a result of my receiving an
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interim report entitled ‘Strengthening Linkages for electorate, there are a number of poor families and a number
Children—a Child Health Plan for the North'. This interim of families where unemployment is just about endemic, and
report emanated from the Northern Child Health Planninghey are under a great deal of stress. This causes problems
Conference, which was held on Thursday, 22 October 1998vith looking after their children sufficiently well. Sometimes

It was an all-day conference which, unfortunately, | wasthere are problems with the mental health of the parents and
unable to attend. However, the interim report is an extremelgometimes there is some slight intellectual disability but the
useful document that outlines a number of initiatives that willchildren have the opportunity to start life afresh if they are
help children in the northern suburbs. properly assisted. This Government and the Federal Liberal

I want to talk about a list of priority projects that the Government have ensured that opportunities are decreasing
conference proposed. | was really outraged when | reafbr children in the northern suburbs, and it is particularly
through the proposals not because they are bad proposals bligtressing to watch that happen. The northern suburbs are an
because three of the proposals, in particular, relate tareawhere there are large numbers of children and where the
organisations or activities which had been active in thestatistics consistently point to serious difficulties with
northern suburbs and which had been closed down (or hathildren’s health, learning, development and mental health.
never got off the ground) as a result of the withdrawal ofThe waiting lists for children to get into speech therapy, to
funding by Liberal Governments, either State or Federal. Thget assistance with behaviour and assistance with special
first of the projects listed as a priority, which were already ineducation are consistently long and increasing. Teachers,
place and which have been stopped, is the Northern Parentigrers and parents are getting increasingly frustrated with the
Network, which was integrated with some other initiatives,lack of opportunities for their children.
such as the Urban Regeneration project in Salisbury. Early childhood is another field where the Federal Liberal

The Family Resources Centre in the electorate of ElizaGovernment has also created problems for families in the
beth serviced the northern area and was funded by the Fedeeaba. Recent changes to pre-school care have caused two
Government. | must admit that, when the Family Resourcekarge community child-care centres to close down, one at
Centre commenced, | was a little sceptical about havingunno Para and one at Davoren Park in the old Elizabeth
public servants and bureaucrats advising families in the norttWest area. To some extent | had this argument also with the
about how they should cope. However, the Family Resourcgsrevious Labor Government. These day care centres are
Centre turned out to be a very useful source of advice andesigned for long term day care. Families at risk and under
assistance for families in the northern area and, since itstress need respite care for their children. Pre-school centres
closure, it has been sorely missed. also serve an important role in ensuring that children’s

The second agency that | noticed on the priority projectglevelopmental and health problems are picked up early, and
list was an inter-agency task group for the coordination othey are able to refer families to the few agencies that are left
child protection. Within my electorate at Davoren Park wasf they detect serious problems within the families. The
an organisation called Carelink, which was funded by severallosure of those two centres puts more families and children
Government departments. Carelink was established to loddt risk of abuse, and already our child abuse statistics are
after children who had been abused. It was in the process @fighteningly high. It is really important that Governments
setting up a preventive program. It ran vacation care proplace children first, and it is a sad indictment on any Govern-
grams and provided information and advice, as well asnent when | can stand here and categorically state that
continuing support to families where there was the threat ofhildren have suffered under this Government. It is not only
abuse or where there had been actual abuse against childmgrildren but families who have suffered and, when families
within the family. That excellent program was closed becaussuffer, children suffer.
the then Minister for Health decided to withdraw his part of ~ Another thing that this Government did early in its first
the funding and the other organisations were unable to covegrm was to close the Para Districts Counselling Service,
that funding to keep Carelink going. which made extensive use of volunteers. It continues in a

So, again another valuable agency disappeared from theuch smaller form as the Playford Community Fund. The
northern suburbs. There was yet another one, a third on®Jayford Community Fund in the period 1996-98 experienced
involved in this development of a parenting network in thea 48 per cent increase in its client numbers. That was because
northern suburbs. In the northern suburbs a project was abogf the closure of the Para Districts Counselling Service and
to start—in fact, staff had already been put on—which wa$ecause the Family and Youth Services office is virtually able
based on a Hawaiian model whereby families at risk wereo offer assistance only to those families in acute crisis. It is
identified as babies were born. Trained professionals as walbt able to offer any sort of preventive assistance to families
as volunteers went out and visited such families regularly tgust bumping along on the bottom with chronic difficulties.
provide them with advice and assistance with regard to
rearing children and health issues. They offered opportunities The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and
to access other resources—just the general assistance thgritage): | take this opportunity to offer my condolences
many families need when they are under the stress of eithép the family of Mr Vic Curd, who passed away suddenly on
their first or an additional baby. That program was shut dowrMonday 1 March 1999. Vic was a senior officer with the
by the then Minister for Health before it even began. ThisDepartment of Environment and Heritage who served the
would have been a great help for children in the northerrGovernments of this State in water resource management
suburbs. | was most distressed that these excellent agencfesm 1976. Vic Curd had a varied life, ranging from working
were closed down due to what was called a redirection ofit Leigh Creek to serving as a paratrooper (a Red Beret) in
funding. the British Army in Ireland.

The funding went to other areas but my view is that the Vic was always very concerned about the proper manage-
children of the northern suburbs need to be protected, assistetent of our State’s water and he worked hard in water-related
and given every possible opportunity in life, because in manareas since he commenced employment with the Water
areas of the northern suburbs, including large areas of mResources Branch of the Engineering and Water Supply
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Department on 12 January 1976. In the early 1980s, Vidiscussions had the potential to become quite tense. Vic
headed the committee secretariat unit, with a staff of threelways had a great concern and love for the arid areas of this
responsible for providing secretarial services and policyState, probably stemming from his early days working with
advice to 10 community-based committees involved in wateETSA at Leigh Creek.

resources management for the prescribed areas establishedThroughout his career Vic was deeply involved in working
throughout the State. with the community to put into place sensible and practical
management to ensure the sustainability of our water

_ During the 1980s, Vic was closely involved in the yoqqrces. For Vic there was nothing more satisfying than
interstate technical working group for the Great Artes'ar\‘acilitating new initiatives for the community Water Re-

Basin, which coordinated technical work programs in Newg, ,ces Committee or carrying out a project in conjunction

South Wales, South Australia and Queensland to improvg;y, 4 community group to address a problem or improve the
management of the Great Artesian Basin. This pioneering;,+ s of our water resources.

work resulted in South Australia establishing a rehabilitation ;¢ \work brought him into contact with communities

pf artesiar] wells program and was the forerunner of work th‘%roughout the State. He made many friends at all levels. Vic
|sgr;)ow\l/)e|ng done |ndQ3eensIaEd and New SOl#.h W?Ies.hlg widely appreciated by these communities for his contribu-
1994, Vic was seconded to work as executive officer for thgj,, 14 \ater resources, his practical approach and his good

Virginia pipeline project. He was actively involved in the 16 and conviviality which helped community groups to
formation of the Virginia Irrigators Association and in the .o4-h 4 consensus on many occasions.

negotiations between the association, the Government and the | .ot with Vic only about four days before he died. |

p_rivalf[e pipeline (iontractors during the development of theyq, ¢ that it will surprise anyone to hear that the topic of our
pipeline proposal. meeting was water resources in the South-East. The people

On his return to water resources he undertook a variety o#ho attended that meeting with Vic would have been as
project work. From 1998, Vic coordinated Governmentshocked as | was to hear of his sudden death. Vic was on a
initiatives for the rehabilitation of artesian bores in the Southfield trip still working for the people of South Australia when
East and the Great Artesian Basin. This involved thde suffered a massive heart attack.
management of considerable funds as well as undertaking Vic will be sadly missed by his colleagues and peers
extensive community consultation on the rehabilitationWithin the department and by those who worked with him
options. At times Vic appeared as the Minister's advocatdhroughout the State over many years. On behalf of the
before the previous Water Resources Appeal Tribunal, whicfovernment of South Australia and the officers and staff of

was a role that | am told he enjoyed for many of its verbafthe Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal
challenges. Affairs, | offer our sincere condolences to Vic's wife,

. ) Margaret, and his two sons, lan and Toby.
Vic had a great love of good literature, particularly the  Motion carried.

likes of Evelyn Waugh, Rudyard Kipling and
Damon Runyon, and he would use quotes from these authors, At 10.12 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday
combined with his own dry sense of humour, in times wher March at 10.30 a.m.



