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The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Information
Services has advised that the first part of the question referring to the
so-called ‘blow-out’ of $50 million to $100 million is based on a
false hypothesis. During Estimates, in June 1998, the Treasurer gave
what he called a ‘ballpark figure’ of between $150 million and
$200 million. The Treasurer did not purport to give a comprehensive
or considered estimate of the total projected costs of the Government
Radio Network over the seven years of the proposed contract with

o . . . Telstra.
A petition signed by 20 residents of South Australia  The latest estimate of the Government Radio Network included
requesting that the House support the legislation on pokerosts such as:

machines that supports measures to give local residents the hedging the State s pre-contract foreign exchange exposure;
power to object to their installation, bans on their advertising d€veloping and running a billing system within Government for

the use of the Network;
and have them phased out was presented by Ms Bedford.. ¢ provision of contingency costs over the seven year life of the
Petition received.

contract;

leasing radio sites;

installation and maintenance of terminal equipment; and
the replacement of existing agency terminal equipment.

. . . . Given that the first part of the question is falsely based, it is
A petition signed by 202 residents of South AUStra“aunnecessary to answer the second. However, the following informa-

requesting that the House urge the Government not tgon is furnished on the subject of so-called ‘coat-tailing'.

establish a radioactive waste repository in the Billa Kalina In 1992, the New South Wales Government signed a contract
region was presented by Ms Breuer. with Telstra to establish a government radio network in that State.
Petition received As part of that bid, Telstra proposed the use of Motorola trunking

: equipment, and in doing so, negotiated a competitive pricing
structure with Motorola. The NSW contract made provision for the
purchase of equipment by other States in accordance with standing
State and Commonwealth arrangements. After analysing the process
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the used, the South Australian Government took advantage of these

; : ; ; ; rovisions.
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in thé In his recent report on matters pertaining to Motorola, the retired

schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed irchjef Magistrate, Mr J. Cramond, stated that:

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

POKER MACHINES

RADIOACTIVE WASTE

QUESTIONS

Hansard Nos 26, 46, 53, 68, 94, 119, 134, 141, 146, 153,
160 and 173; and | direct that the following answers to
questions without notice be distributed and printed in

The evidence | have read. satisfies me that the process
(coat-tailing) was not to the disadvantage of the State. Indeed, it
achieved a beneficial price structure for the equipment which it

Hansard might otherwise not have achieved.

In reply toMr FOLEY (Hart) 9 February.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Information
Services has advised as follows:

In reply toMr FOLEY (Hart) 28 October 1998. o Itis assumed that the question relates to the issues reported in the

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The bulk of the ('$100 million)  sydney Morning Heraldn 9 February 1999 and apparently raised
savings arising from the State s contract with EDS (Australia) Pty \vr Richard Mann, Communications Division General Manager
Ltd refers to savings achieved by reason of the adoption of the policyf plessey Australia. It is understood that the report related to the
to outsource the provision of IT infrastructure services. _supply of console equipment for the NSW Police Communications

In the year 1993-94 (prior to the signing of the contract with centre.
EDS), the cost to the State for IT infrastructure services was inthe  The South Australian Government has been advised that there are
order of $78 million. The projected cost to the Government for theg number of methods for interfacing console equipment to the
first two years of the contract (had it not outsourced), was of thyroposed Government Radio Network in this State and that

order of $152 million. _ _ _ manufacturers other than Motorola are able to interface their
The cost to Government of baseline services for the first two fullequipment to the network.

years of the contract has been approximately $135 million. Thus the
result for the first two full years of the contract has been a price paid WATER OUTSOURCING
to EDS of some $17 million less than the projected cost that would
have been incurred had the baseline services not been outsourced. | reply toMs HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)

The contract for EDS has a nine year term and, as the Goverrt7 February.
ment s business relationship with EDS progresses, the Government The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: SA Water initiated the engage-
expects the total amount paid to EDS to increase. This will banent of a consultant, in response to the obligations that SA Water
because the Government will be making greater use of technologyas under the outsourcing contract for United Water to be fully
to improve service delivery to the community. Market competitiveinvolved in the upgrading of plant and equipment they operate and
pricing is secured through independent benchmarking. maintain in metropolitan Adelaide.

Boston Consulting Group (BCG) was engaged on 3 June 1996.
Its final report was received on 13 September 1996.

BCG considered a number of factors:

In reply toMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) 24 November 1998. Examples of commercial practice indicated an evolution in

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: SA Water s and United sourcing arrangements, including capital improvements to plant and
Water s records indicate only one call has ever been made tequipment.
SA Water in regard to this property. The call was received on Competitive tendering was recognised as the effective strategy
12 October 1995 at 11.45 a.m. to repair a leaking stopcock and ttfer standard plant upgrades, but is less effective where specialist
matter was attended to on that same day. The meter at this propesypertise and familiarity of the systems performance is required and
was removed on 16 March 1998. where customised products or projects are involved.

On 24 November 1998, the property was visited in response to Incorporating design makes good commercial sense given the
the gquestion raised in Parliament by the honourable member. It watecreased risks and improved efficiencies resulting from increased
noted that the stopcock had a minor leak and this was repaired. coordination of the total project.

EDS CONTRACT

WATER SUPPLY
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PAPERS TABLED Manufacturing is this State’s most important industry

sector. Abolishing wholesale sales tax will help its competi-
The following papers were laid on the table: tiveness in both local and overseas markets and protect South

By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural ResourcesAustralian jobs and South Australian families. That can only
and Regional Development (Hon. R.G. Kerin)— be seen as good news for our State. | note that the Leader has
SABOR Ltd—Financial Statements, 1997-98 called on the Democrats to reject the tax agreement reached

. . . , . last week. | gather that means that he supports the retention
By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services andof wholesale sales tax, the burden on South Australian

Training (.Hon. M.R. Buckby)— ~ products going onto the international markets. | gather he
Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia—elieves that our State’s automotive exports should have this

Report 1998 tax.
By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon.  |tisremarkable thatthe South Australian ALP can reject
I.F. Evans)— atax package that has such clear benefits for one of the most
Legal Practitioners Act—Rules—Legal Practitioners important sectors of our economy—the automotive indus-
Education and Admission Council, 1999. try—and, | would have thought, one of the most important
parts of, in fact, its own constituency. It shows how the
TAXATION REFORM carefree world of opposition has removed the Labor Party

from reality. The contrast between the Democrats and the
Opposition could not be clearer. The Labor Party made a

conscious decision to play no constructive part in the tax
Leave granted.

debate.
ab;—l?[etﬁ:rr]\.e\]e-:jlvi‘()?liflr\gfl(_)?rit WS?r?(l;e: ?ﬁgﬁev\sg tt?aevgosu:een It decided to make itself an irrelevancy. We are now
- i : aiting for detail on how the new agreement impacts on the
breakthrough in negotiations between the Commonwealth andy . * The principles reached at the Premiers’ Conference
the Australian Democrats, and that is welcome news. | am g, i myst remain. We are not going to let an agreement
long-term advocate of fundamental taxation reform, as is tth

Liberal Party in South Australia. The current tax system wa at ends more than 50 years of disagreement between the
: ty o . y tates and the Commonwealth over revenue slip. We cannot
designed for the 1930s to suit the Australian economy th

existed between the Wars, not the international economy wi llow an agreement that locks in guaranteed funds for South
are part of today ' Y WKustralia through a system of horizontal fiscal equalisation

As | said last Kt f . than the GST Ito fail. The GST has been the focus of the tax debate, but
. As [ said last week, tax retorm IS more than the - %hese issues of State taxes and a guaranteed share of revenue
is about tackling the mess of inefficient taxes that the Staleg the States are the crucial matters of taxation reform. They

havgdbeen fo;;:eotll to relél c;fr} fortthtew mcofme. It 'St abeLéltare the matters that will decide if the States have the money
providing an efiective and einicient stream orinCome 10 1unG,, 4iapje to meet their obligations with health, education and

our hospitals, schools and other essential services. This, NBfher community services. | look forward, with the other

the GST, is the most crucial area of Australia's move toward?—’remiers, to completing the tax reform process and finalising

anew tax §ystem. . . n intergovernment agreement that will protect the interests
The political compromise necessitated by the balance Qf¢ this State and its people
! .

numbers in the Senate has prevented the Federal Governmen

from introducing the transparent and competitive type of tax ENVIRONMENT. RESOURCES AND

system that | certainly would have preferred to see. In its DEVELOPMEi\IT COMMITTEE

original form, the package offered significant economic

benefits to all Australians. However, this has been eroded \;r vVENNING (Schubert): 1 bring up the thirty-third

somewhat. , report of the committee, on the pilchard fishery, and move:
I am concerned about the impact of the new GST exemp- That th b ved

tions on small business in particular. However, politics is the atthe report be received.

art of the possible, and we must focus on the package as a Motion carried.

whole, and itis clear that limited tax reform is better than no

reform at all. Officials from Treasury and Finance are The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:

meeting with their Commonwealth Government counterparts  That the report be printed.

today to examine the details of the revised tax package. |

hope to be able to discuss this matter with the Prime Minister

when | meet him tomorrow. The States and Territories should

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.

Motion carried.

have input into the decision-making process which will be QUESTION TIME
necessary as a result of the revised package.
However, let us make no mistake about the impact of tax GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

reform on South Australia. The most important goal for this

State, the abolition of wholesale sales tax, has been achieved The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
under the agreement between the Commonwealth GoverGiven the Premier’s ministerial statement today that the
ment and the Democrats. From 1 July next year, the tax thgtrinciples reached at the Premiers’ Conference last April
has added between 4 per cent and 6 per cent to the cost of auust remain, is the Victorian Premier wrong in saying that
vital automotive exports will be gone. This will be a signifi- the GST agreement signed by the Premiers in April is
cant boost for Holden, for Mitsubishi and for all the firms that‘fundamentally dead in the water’, and will the Premier now
make up this industry and employ some 17 000 Soutllemand new negotiations with the Commonwealth on the
Australians. GST package to secure South Australia’s financial base and,
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at the same time, claw back the $47 million that the Premieand Second World Wars, not to an economy such as Aus-
himself said he had lost during the last round of negotiationsftalia’s that is about to move into the next millennium, the

Members interjecting: next century, as an international global trading partner. What

The Hon. M.D. RANN: It was historic one day but he lost does the Leader of the Opposition want to say to the produc-
the deal the next. tion line at General-Motors Holden as the workers are

The SPEAKER: Order! leaving, or down at Mitsubishi as the workers are leaving the

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Last week the Premier described plant: that he, the Leader of the Opposition, is happy for a tax
the GST deal struck in April as a ‘historic agreement’ thatto be placed on a Mitsubishi going to the market, or for a
ended disputation between the Commonwealth and the Statel®lden Vectra going to the Middle East or Brazil, or for an
and would end taxes on financial transactions that puairconditioner from Air International at Tea Tree Gully going
Australian enterprises at an increasing disadvantage. The Korea, or a steering column? Is the Leader of the Opposi-
Premier repeated that statement in the House today. Ontibn happy for those goods to have a 4 per cent to 6 per cent
June 1999, following the deal between the Prime Minister anavholesale tax placed on them.
the Leader of the Democrats, the Victorian Premier (Jeff On anumber of occasions that 4 per cent to 6 per centis
Kennett) said that the April agreement was ‘dead in thehe difference between whether we—our companies here—
water’ and that a new agreement must be struck now betweeyet a contract to sell the air-conditioners or the steering
the Federal Government and the States to preserve the Stateslumns to Korea, or the engine block back to Tokyo, or the
position. Vectra out at Salisbury to the Middle East or to Brazil. That

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Itis elementary: if changes are 4 per cent to 6 per cent can make or break an international
made to an agreement you rewrite the agreement, and thatdentract. What will you tell the 700 additional workers that
going to occur. Let me go on to expand on the ministeriabre being put on at the work force at Elizabeth to make those
statement. Obviously, the Leader had his question preparadbctras if you also maintain a tax that disadvantages them in
and, given the ministerial statement, was not quick enougkelling that product into the international market? This is
on his feet to change it for today. Let me pick up the lastabout ensuring that our manufacturing base is protected for
point of the Leader’s question about the $47 million he claimghe future and, in that, jobs in this State for the future. As |
| gave away in the last Premiers’ Conference. As the Leadanentioned, we have 17 000 workers in the automotive
full well knows, at the Premiers’ Conference there was andustry in South Australia and, as best | can, | will protect
report from the Commonwealth Grants Commission. Onevery one of those jobs in the future.
contained a three year review; the alternative was a five year We have a work force and a product going out of this State
review. The recommendation was left to the Premiersthat we oughtto be proud of. The quality of the product going
Conference. into the international markets is something for which this

South Australia had negotiated with every State andtate can be proud. But it is a global marketplace and if we
Territory bar one to support the five year review that woulddo not get the input costs down to the same as elsewhere—
have meant $47 million in benefit for South Australia. Whichwhether it is the 4 per cent to 6 per cent of wholesale sales tax
was the one State that stood up and objected? It was the New whether it is reducing the cost of electricity, so that they
South Wales Labor Premier, Bob Carr. The person who haare paying the same cost of electricity here as they are in
denied South Australia the $47 million is Bob Carr, aMelbourne, producing a Ford or a Toyota, or the same cost
colleague of the Leader of the Opposition. The Primeof electricity as applies overseas—we will put at risk
Minister accepted the precedent that, unless there wasvestment and jobs in the industry in this State.
unanimous agreement— I will not walk away from preserving, protecting and

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: looking after the interests of the work force. And | would

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: When they quieten down have thoughtthat one of the fundamental tenets of the Labor
wanting to make the noise | will go on. The position clearly Party was to look after the work force: that is what it claims
is that we reached agreement with all States and Territoriety stand for. But its policy direction at the moment is putting
but it was blocked by the Labor Government in New Southat risk those very jobs in the industry.

Wales because New South Wales was a short-term benefi- In relation to the inter-Government agreement—the
ciary. And what did New South Wales do with the abolition of financial institutions duties—that is to be delayed
$166 million it got (which is why New South Wales would some six months as a result of this agreement. In addition,
not support South Australia)? It pocketed $166 million. Newbank debits tax that was also to be abolished will, as |
South Wales immediately took the $166 million off payroll understand it, now not be abolished, because of the arrange-
tax, that tax on jobs, and that has disadvantaged employeesnts that have been putin place. As | said in my ministerial
in this State because we cannot afford to reduce our payradtatement, Treasury officials are in Canberra today and they
tax on business, that tax on jobs. will give me a report, hopefully later today, on the implica-

For almost a year in this Parliament we had been indications.
ing that, unless we made some fundamental changes, such aslt is not a desirable outcome. The better outcome was the
the ETSA sale or lease option, we would not be able tdax deal that was on the table—and | point out to the Leader
compete with either New South Wales or Victoria, and thabf the Opposition that his counterparts, the Premier of New
will put at very significant disadvantage our manufacturingSouth Wales, the Premier of Queensland and the Premier of
industry and jobs in this State. We will see the reinvestmerfasmania, all Labor Premiers, signed the agreement. The
going interstate rather than maintaining that reinvestmentnly Labor Leader who seems to be out of Kkilter is this
here. Our whole strategy and policy is about building theLeader of the Opposition in South Australia. The fact s that,
economic base of this State again for the future and for jobsn the past, there was no wholesale sales tax on mining,

In relation to the inter-Government agreement, we havdinancial services or tourism, which meant that Western
broken through a taxation system, as | said in the ministeriahustralia with mining, Queensland with tourism and New
statement, that was more suitably applied between the FirSouth Wales with financial services did not have a wholesale
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sales tax. South Australia and Victoria, with a manufacturing The exports in our automotive sector have also increased
base, have. This will correct the disproportionate tax take&lramatically. Exports of cars and components have increased
amongst the States. We have been disadvantaged for 30 or d9 26.4 per cent to $506 million. Our automotive sector is

years: at last, we look like correcting it. clearly very internationally competitive already, and | would
hope that the anti-GST Opposition would understand the
STATE EXPORTS importance of reducing that tax on that industry sector. There

) i ] ] is one final major policy initiative that we need to put in place
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Premier advise the  for this State to break free, and that is for the Parliament to
House of South Australia’s export performance this financiayjive consideration to the leasing options for ETSA, to reduce
year? the debt and to enable us to have the capacity to reinvest in
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | thank the member for Flinders industry in the future. What this Government is about and has
for her question. Her electorate, of course, has been contribuseen about is rebuilding the economy decimated by the Labor
ing substantially to the export effort of this State and,party.
importantly, has an industry sector in the aquaculture industry \we still have a $7.4 billion outstanding debt. | do not
that is growing substantially and positioning South Australianow how on earth you allowed your financiers to sign a deal
in the future, and also giving a great impetus to the countryyith dentists in Belgium for 15 per cent, which was locked
_and regional areas of the State for job creation in this nevy and which we, the taxpayers, have to pay. That is what you
industry sector. gave us. We want to get rid of that. We want the capacity to
South Australia’s economy continues to show someyreak free from that debt of the past and actually build and
positive signs, despite the difficult financial crisis in our jnvest in new industry sectors for the future: we want to
Asian markets and, | guess, almost an Opposition determingflvest in biotechnology and, with regard to IT, we want to
to dampen economic growth in any way possible. Recengnable the whole of South Australia to tap into the informa-
export figures for the past nine months of 1998-99—that ision age of the next century. We want to position this State
through to the end of March 1999—show that South Auswith industry sectors that can grow, and you cannot do it
tralia’s exports were up by 7.1 per cent compared to the samghless you have investment funds. Just as Tom Playford did
period for the previous year. That is an increase of somethingith the manufacturing industry of the 1950s, we want to put
like $264 million over last year. in place an industry of which we will be proud today and
Importantly—and this is the comparison—national expors0 years later and which will still be employing and contri-
over the same nine month period were down .2 per cent. Asuting to the economy of this State. It is a matter of looking
members can see, South Australia shows a significanit natural strengths and investing in those natural strengths
increase, amidst a national downturnstatus quo Total  for new industry sectors. This Parliament has now an ideal
South Australian exports in the period were $3.98 billion andopportuni[y to let this State move forward, forget and move
if exports continue at this rate, the State’s record export totgdast the debt of the past.
for any financial year of $5.01 billion, which was in 1996-97,
will be easily exceeded this year. The South Australian STATE TAXES
performance relative to that of other States is even better than
these figures show. Since it appears that we have been hit Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
harder than others by the Asian crisis, South Australia’ssiven that under the new Liberal-Democrat GST deal the
exports to East Asia in these nine months were down 13 pdtederal Government can no longer guarantee the abolition of
cent. This shows that we have been much more successftate taxes, does the Premier agree with the Victorian Premier
than other States in diversifying markets. Our exporters hav@leff Kennett) that States will be forced to maintain a raft of
responded proactively to the Asian crisis and identified nevdysfunctional taxes, and will the Premier tell the House which
and different markets to ensure the future of their businesseState taxes will now be retained and how much this will cost
| have advised the House previously that the recenfouth Australians? An article in tH@nancial Reviewof 31
ABS figures (I think they were) indicated that we areMay 1999 says that, under the deal hammered out between
exporting to more destinations internationally than is anyJohn Howard and Meg Lees, there are no guarantees that
other State in Australia. South Australia, with a populationGST revenue will grow enough to allow the abolition of State
of one and a half million, goes to more markets than doetaxes. The article states that the abolition of FID has been
New South Wales, which has three or four million people andlelayed from January 2001 until July 2001 and that there is
a bigger base, and that is something that, once againp guarantee that the debits tax will ever be abolished.
demonstrates South Australian innovation, creativity and The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | presented a ministerial
determination. statement to the House and | have answered the question from
For example, in the nine months our exports to thehe Leader of the Opposition. Every one of the Deputy
European union were up by 8.6 per cent; to New Zealand, blyeader’s questions has already been answered.
9.4 per cent; to the United States, our biggest market, by
3.3 per cent; and, to the Middle East, by a staggering 88 per EMPLOYMENT
cent. | put that down to the success of Holden’s Vectra going
into the Middle East market and other commodities. The food MrHAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Minister for
sector performance is particularly impressive. Our wineEmployment advise the House what the Government is doing
exports are up 21 per cent to $489 million, and this is on toff© generate employment growth in South Australia?
of over 40 per cent growth last year. Fisheries exports were Ms Breuer interjecting:
up 10.6 per cent to $194 million, and processed food and The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles will come
beverage exports were up 3.3 per cent. This shows that tie order.
Food for the Future initiative we have in place is startingto  The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The House, | hope, will be
produce results. aware of the statements made by the Premier and the
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Treasurer last week and will have read the employmenbn the table. Otherwise stop knocking and let us get on with

statement released by this Government. That puts this Houslee job in the best interests of South Australia.

in sharp contrast with Jan McMahon who, as Secretary of the

Public Service Association, claimed last week on radio that WINE TAX

the budget does not deliver better outcomes for those

currently unemployed. It is obvious that the General Secre- The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Can

tary has not read the Premier's employment statement, ndée Premier guarantee that the State’s vital wine industry will

bothered to read thelansard which clearly says, as the notface a punitive 29 per cent Liberal wine tax on top of the

Premier has stated repeatedly, that employment is among t&&ST? Will the Premier now support the Federal Opposition’s

highest priority issues to be tackled by this Government. Thétand on this tax and is the Premier taking this up with the

1999 employment statement builds— Prime Minister tomorrow? The wine industry has estimated
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: that the 29 per cent wine equalisation tax to be levied in
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Peake, addition to the GST will add significantly to the cost of

rather than make light of other people’s unemploymentpremium wine, hit sales and cellar door trading, and cost jobs.

might do better to listen. Federal Labor is in favour of a lower 24.5 per cent tax rate
Mr Conlon interjecting: and exempting the first $100 000 in cellar door sales.
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | point out to the Leader that he
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: And | will have to look up  did not acknowledge in his remarks that South Australia has
the word. had a very significant win in that the Commonwealth
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will get on with his  Government has rejected proposals for a volumetric tax on
reply or | will withdraw leave. wine, which was proposed by some wine makers in Western

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The 1999 employment Australia and which would have had a detrimental impactin
statement builds on a three year $100 million package pdhe bulk wine regions of South Australia, the Riverland being
year of initiatives that was announced in last year's statemen® major producer of a number of bulk wines. So let us put
This year's statement not only recommits $100 million a yea€learly on the record that we have had a substantial win. The
but adds another $28.5 million over three years to thagoncurrence and support of the Federal Government for an
package and will provide employment for an additional 7 400ad valoremmethod of taxation rather than a volumetric tax
people. That is notwithstanding the fact that the Premieis a significant protector of the industry base in South
when he originally announced the statement, said that he wésistralia.
seeking with that $100 million to provide 4 500 jobs as a In relation to the rate of tax to be established on wine
target over two years. In the first year we have achievedales, that has been the basis of ongoing discussions between
3500 jobs so we are already, thankfully, well ahead of thésouth Australia and the Commonwealth. The Deputy Premier
levels we set ourselves, but we are still prepared to makeand |, following meetings with industry sectors in South
further commitment. Australia, have put to the Commonwealth Government a

The 1999 employment statement renews the Governvariation to the rate of taxation as it applies to the wine
ment’s fight against unemployment and is a programmethdustry. The original projections of 32 per cent plus did not
package that seeks to create jobs, improving job seekanaterialise. The rate has been set at about 29 per cent and we
employability, and to better coordinate the delivery ofhave argued that it ought to be about 24 per cent or 25 per
Government services and enhance the competitiveness ont. In discussions between officials from the South
South Australia’s regions and businesses. The latest emplogustralian Government and the Federal Treasury, it looked
ment package reflects the key issues emerging through theae though progress was being made. However, on further
consultations (which we had through the jobs workshops lastdvice, that is not the case.
year) and through the report of the Regional Development We have said consistently that cellar door sales should not
Task Force, and through the Premier’s Partnership for Joldse taxed because we want to support the boutique wine
forums. They are these: assisting development; assistirigdustry in this State, not only for the wineries themselves but
regions; assisting business; and assisting people. for the contribution they make to the tourism potential of the

Ms Breuer: Well, why don’t you— regions, be it McLaren Vale, the Barossa Valley, the Adelaide

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Because this Government Hills, the Clare Valley or the Coonawarra. It is the boutique
has a broader vision and is not on a single railway track thawineries that have much traffic through them during the
heads nowhere. It is looking at the needs of all Soutltourse of a week. Those two matters are still subject to final
Australians. The Premier just stated to this House that it is determination by the Commonwealth, and further consider-
matter of looking at our natural strengths and investing iration by the State in relation to boutique wineries.
them. This House is a debating Chamber, but | would ask
every member of this House, including every member of the ROAD SAFETY
Opposition, to think on the Premier’s statement. If the natural
strength of South Australia is not its people, what then is it? Mr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is directed to the

The Premier and every member of this Government calllinister for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency
on the Opposition to do what the Leader of the OppositiorServices.
has much vaunted in the past, and that is to take a bipartisan Mr Atkinson: How is your Bill going, Joe?
approach to employment. If the Leader of the Opposition or Mr SCALZI: Itis going very well, Mr Atkinson. Can the
any member opposite has a better idea, a better strategy fidlinister outline the details of an important new road safety
employment, let them put it on the table. Let them not waitmeasure for South Australia?
until some mythical time in which they seek to be in govern- The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: As | am sure all
ment. People are unemployed now. We need good ideas nomembers in this House would agree, road trauma and road
If you want to be bipartisan, be bipartisan and put those ideasash is a very serious issue which has a major social impact
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and also a significant economic impact on the well-being ofleal? It is understood that, while a cooked chicken in pieces
South Australians. Whenever a new initiative is put in placewill attract the 10 per cent tax, a whole cooked chicken will
by either Liberal or Labor Governments, | give accoladeshot.

where they are due. When the Labor Party introduced speed Members interjecting:

cameras in South Australia, there was a significant reduction The Hon. M.D. RANN: | can understand their embarrass-
in the number of road deaths. Of course, that reduction in thment.

number of road deaths is not what we would desire or aspire The SPEAKER: Order!

to as a Government or a Parliament, | am sure: that is, there The Hon. M.D. RANN: The parson’s nose gets taxed—
are still far too many people crashing and causing road The SPEAKER: Order!

trauma on South Australian roads. The Hon. M.D. RANN: —but the whole chook does not.

Just this week, we heard of another tragedy on rural South The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader. If he starts
Australian roads. In fact, this year we have seen in excess shouting over me again, | will name him on the spot.

50 road deaths in rural South Australia, and that is, | under- The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
stand, one of the highest statistics of road deaths in ruravhat about the interjections from the other benches.

South Australia since we have been keeping records. The The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
existing speed cameras have clearly passed their use by dateThe Hon. M.D. RANN: All right. A buttered bread roll
and, as many members know, it has been the intention twill be taxed; a roll without butter will not be; a cake with
replace these with the new German model that is used iaggs will attract the 10 per cent GST but, if it is made with
many countries throughout the world. The new German speeghgs in the ingredients, it will not. While striking this deal,
camera system called the Traffipax Speedophot Radar hasd unlike Senator Harradine who has reaped millions of
been used in New South Wales for 2% years. Today 18 dfollars for Tasmania, South Australian Senator Meg Lees did
these new cameras are being introduced onto South Auget negotiate one single concession or benefit for South
tralian roads, 14 being used in the metropolitan area and foukustralia. Apparently extra money for the railway was not on
being taken out into rural South Australia. Meg's or Natasha’s list.

It is very concerning to me as Police Minister thatin the ~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Itis interesting to see the Labor
last 12 months in South Australia more than 1 150 vehicle®arty come out and have a go. What Senator Lees has done
have been detected exceeding the speed limit by in excesslis given greater protection to 17 000 jobs in the automotive
40 km/h. Interestingly enough, just near the Adelaide Ovaindustry, to start off with. At least Senator Lees has a policy,
in recent weeks, in the middle of the afternoon of a workingwhich is more than you have got and more than Kim Beazley
weekday, three vehicles were detected at speeds in excesd@s got. | would not know what Kim Beazley’s policy was,
the speed limit by 40 km/h or more, in fact at speeds of ovepther than saying'No’ to everything and anything.

100 km/h. This is very concerning to the Government when The Hon. M.D. Rann: He supports an extra $100 million
it is doing everything possible to reduce the number of roador the railway.
crashes. The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order.

The Federal Office of Road Safety Driver Survey recently The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | understand the Leader is
published some interesting statistics, and | will put a coupldaving a rough day, but he can just tone it down a bit. | do not
on the public record. First, 34 per cent of all motoriststhink the GST is going to make the news tonight. However,
nominated speed as a primary crash cause, whilst 57 per cdritist want to make this point: the Leader was asking about
of motorists overall nominated speed as one of the maifaving a meeting with industry leaders. There is a meeting
causes. So people are starting to understand that speed cre&e8 o’clock tomorrow morning. It is a regular meeting held
a major increase in the number of road crashes. But wh&etween the Government and a range of peak industry bodies
worries me is that in South Australia only 21 per cent ofand we will be discussing the GST and one or two other
South Australians have slowed down compared with th@olicy matters, in the light of developments, and looking at
national average of 26 per cent. how we start moving South Australia forward. As it relates

However, | am pleased to see that 99 per cent of drivert® the question from the Leader of the Opposition, | simply
in South Australia agree that drivers who exceed the spee&fy that the preferable outcome would have been the GST
limit by 10 km/h should be fined. The bottom line is this: lastPackage as originally put forward.
year road fatalities and significant road crashes cost South The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

Australians economically more than $400 million. Socially, ~The SPEAKER: Order!

there was a major impact on hundreds of South Australian The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

families. We do not want to see people speeding, but these The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader for the second
new sophisticated cameras will be able to scan across fotifne for interjecting after he has been called to order by the
lanes and pick up speeding motorists, whether towards tHehair.

vehicle or going away from it, thus they will have the ~ The Hon. JW. OLSEN: That would have been the
capacity to catch more people if they elect to speed. Thereferable package. However, as | said in the ministerial
simple message is: slow down, do not incur speeding finestatement, politics is the art of the possible. What has been

and get home safely to your families. negotiated is an arrangement between the Commonwealth
Government and the Australian Democrats. The Australian
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX Democrats did take to the last Federal election support for a
GST, food exempt. To that extent Meg Lees—
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Members interjecting:

Given the widespread confusion about the application of the The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Peake.
GST, will the Premier call on the Prime Minister to arrange  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —has certainly been consistent.
a briefing for South Australian small business leaders antiportantly, | put to the House that what Meg Lees has done
retailers to explain just what is in and what is out of the GSTis fight for South Australia, perhaps unintentionally. Senator
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Lees, in the package she has put forward, has enabled usgreater participation by the sport and recreation associations
get rid of wholesale sales tax and, in addition, we willin South Australia.

maintain horizontal fiscal equalisation. | will take every

dollar that New South Wales and Victoria contribute to the ~ WATER LICENCE, HUNDRED OF SHAUGH
maintenance and standards of education, police and health _ ) o _

services in South Australia because that will also be an Ms RANKINE (Wright): Will the Minister for Environ-
outcome of the agreement. This is a desirable outcome—n#tent and Heritage advise the House when she first became

the best outcome—but a desirable outcome for SoutBware of the application for a water licence in the Hundred
Australia. of Shaugh by the former member for MacKillop, Dale Baker,

and did the Minister issue any instructions, either orally or in
SPORTS FUNDING writing, about how this application should be dealt with?
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | am afraid the honourable
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Can the Minister for Recrea- member has not given me enough and sufficient information
tion, Sport and Racing advise the outcome of the distributioio be able to answer her question. In the first instance—
of the management and development program funding? | Mr Clarke: Just ask Mitch.
understand that sporting and recreation associations have The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith will
recently been notified of grants under the management argbme to order.
development program. The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: —I have not been made aware of
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | thank the member for Colton any application made in the name of Dale Baker. If company
for his question because | know that, like all members, he hasames are involved with any of these applications they come
a strong interest in sport and recreation matters. Membegirectly to the delegates of the Minister, that is, the operation-
will recall that when we wound up Living Health certain al managers in the field, who deal with all applications. If the
funds were transferred to the Office of Recreation and Spofionourable member is genuinely interested in getting answers
and to the arts for distribution by those agencies. On receito her question then | suggest she supply me with further
ing the moneys the Office of Recreation and Sport undertooletails so that | can come back with the information that she
a review and generally adopted the process whereby moghviously desires.
money would be poured into program and management
development rather than signs and sponsorship. To that end, LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES
the associations—recreation and sporting—over the past three
or four weeks have been notified of their allocations for the Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): ~ Will the Minister for
next 12 months. Local Government enlighten the House how members may
It is important to realise that the underlying philosophy ofexplain to their constituents how it is that they will achieve
the distribution of the money is trying to continue to build asavings through their local government rates as a result of the
solid base of junior participation in both sport and recreationnew emergency services levy when he has given the local
which obviously is a feeding ground for the elite level of thegovernment sector an ultimatum that, as a result of local
sport. Politicians of all persuasions take great delight irgovernment no longer being responsible for emergency
congratulating successful athletes, whether they be Commogervices funding, the State Government expects local
wealth or Olympic Games athletes or members of the Crowgovernment to contribute $4 million annually to the coffers
or the 36ers, netball players, members of Quit Lightening, oef the State Treasury?
whatever— The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | thank the member for
An honourable member interjecting: MacKillop for his question and regret that he has not
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Or even our croquet team which, approached me privately on this matter, because time does
I am advised, has won the Australian championship five timegot permit a completely full answer. However, in answer to
straight. It is important that a good junior developmentthe question, at least in part, the assumption underlying the
program and good management is in place to ensure that iiember for MacKillop’s question is quite incorrect. Also, |
continue to build that solid foundation. The money will do take some parliamentary umbrage to the use of the word
certainly be targeted in that direction. The amount is approxithat | am trying to coerce or dragoon local government. As
mately $6 million, so the Government has made a substantiéhe shadow Minister has acknowledged in this House, we
contribution towards recreation and sporting organisationdiave carefully built up a cooperative relationship with local
Some of the different levels of grants include the Soutrgovernment over the period of this Government. In the
Australian National Football League, $430 000; the Souttgontext of the emergency services levy, we continue to
Australian Cricket Association, $230 000; the South Aus-develop and to nurture—
tralian Blind Sporting Clubs Association $12 000; and the An honourable member interjecting:
SPARC Disability Foundation $150 000. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The shadow Minister might
In terms of the bigger organisations that rely on salarieslo well to learn: one day, by accident of God, he might well
to deliver their programs, such as the South Australiafe the Minister. We are continuing to work very coopera-
National Football League, the Basketball Association oftively with the local government sector, as we have for the
South Australia or Tennis SA, we have made a commitmerpast two years. In the context of the emergency services
to them over a three year period subject to their meetindgvy—
certain performance criteria, and that allows them to plan far An honourable member: Just answer the question.
better for the delivery of their programs over a two or three The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: If you will let me, | will. In
year period. Some changes have been made in that regard. the context of the emergency services levy we are, therefore,
required, all of the programs still, of course, have a healtlturrently negotiating with the LGA and the entire local
promotion aspect to the grant funding, and with that sort ofovernment sector about the benefit to be derived from the
distribution we look forward to continuing success andimposition of the new emergency services levy.
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Members interjecting: from there. | do not have to remind the House of programs
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: There is money— such as—
Members interjecting: An honourable member interjecting:

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The State Governmentused The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | have to remind the member
to pay a grant. This whole House knew, and the Ministefor Ross Smith, because we just have to keep on telling him
introduced it in the Bill, that local government used to pay a0 make sure it gets through. | do not have to remind the
contribution; and fire levies used to pay a contribution. WeHouse of such programs as the engineering employment
are now talking to and negotiating with local governmentprograms that have been undertaken throughout the State.
about the best use of that money. | can absolutely assure tidat is an extremely successful program. The Millicent High
member for MacKillop that they are genuine negotiationsSchool program—and | have mentioned this before in the
which this Government is entering into in a spirit of cooper-House—has provided 195 out of 200 students with jobs.
ation with local government, because local government, lik§' hese young people are working in and with industry to
the State Government, does not believe that people aensure that they are job and industry ready. It comes across
divided into three. There is not someone who says, ‘This i$h school based apprenticeships, in career planning, regional
your local government bit, this is your State Government biskills development, and key competencies for employment
and this is your Commonwealth Government bit.’ and enterprise education.

We are trying to negotiate a seamless interface between Of course, the other area involved is through the Aus-
the two levels of Government where both local governmentralian National Authority grants of some $500 000 to each
and State Government act to the betterment of the goo8tate and the projects that are being undertaken there. Xavier
governance of the people of this State. It is being don€ollege, which is in my electorate, picked up $250 000 this
cooperatively and it is being done with extreme goodwill onyear. It is undertaking a project in getting young people ready
the part of both parties, and | look forward later in the sessiofior market gardening and for the horticultural area of the
to announcing to this House whatever conclusion locahorthern Adelaide plains. This will ensure that there are
government and the State Government arrive at togethegpeople well trained and ready for the Bolivar pipeline and the
Therefore, the member for MacKillop will not need to explain additional economic activity that will come through food
to his electors: his local councils and this Government will.growing in that northern Adelaide area.

| would like to praise South Australia’s employers,
POLICE OFFICERS, SERVICE because they have also taken this up with a lot of enthusiasm,
working with teachers, school councils and the Government

Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Will the Minister for Police  to ensure that students get the very best out of this educa-
inform the House of the average number of years’ service fofional opportunity. The latest announcement in our budget is
serving police officers, how that average differs fromthat the Government has put in a further $13.5 million over
statistics five, 10 and 15 years ago, and the breakdown @he next three years to fund the Ready, Set, Go program,

these figures for male and female police officers? which was due to cease as at 30 June.
Members interjecting: This just further reinstates this Government’'s commitment
The SPEAKER: Order! towards vocational education training. It brings back the

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | am sorry that | am  balance in our education system that disappeared in the 1980s
not a walking encyclopaedia, as | have often tried to indicatevhen the direction was that everybody must aspire towards
to the honourable member. | know that we keep a lot of gooa university education. Not so! Not everybody wants to go to
statistics in our head as a Government, but we cannot keemiversity or has the ability to do so. We have young people
everything in our head. So, | will take the question on noticavho have very good skills in the trades, working with

and report back in due time. industry and ensuring that we have young people ready to go
into the motor industry and other industries in South Aus-
SCHOOL LEAVERS tralia. We want to make them and our State successful in its

. o growing economic base.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):My question is directed

to the Minister for Education, Children’s Services and PARTNERSHIPS 21
Training. What action is the Government taking to ensure that
school leavers are job ready? Mr SNELLING (Playford): Given the Partnerships 21

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Vocational education training initiative which was recently launched, can the Minister for
in South Australia moves forward from success to succesgducation and Children’s Services guarantee that no kinder-
and | am very pleased to announce that students are takinggartens will be forced to share campus facilities with local
up with great enthusiasm. Recent figures that have been givemimary schools, and that any kindergartens that undertake a
to me show that, in 1998, 13 593 South Australian secondargharing arrangement will retain their separate identity and
school students undertook vocational education programsaintain services, such as early intervention programs which
This includes both State and Federally funded programsequire specialist skills? | have been approached by a
there were about 10 000 under State funding, with the balanea®ncerned parent who lives in my electorate and who has a
of 3593 being under Federal Government projects. Thathild with special needs. He is worried that, if Ingle Farm
amounts to an increase of some 224 per cent since 199%indergarten is forced to share a campus with the local
which I think is just an excellent outcome. primary school, there will be a running down of resources and

One only has to look at the comments in 8ienday Mail  his child will be unfairly disadvantaged.
over the weekend about the Windsor Gardens Vocational The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: One of the great benefits of
College, not only from the teachers but also from thePartnerships 21 is that it is totally voluntary. The fact is that
students, in terms of the outcomes that they are receivingopbody—no school or kindergarten—need come into
from that college. We look forward to even more successeRartnerships 21 local school management unless they so
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desire. There is no compulsion in this program. As | wasncrease in expenditure of $46 million, compared with last
stating to the House only last week, the problem with theyear's budget. That will be spent on both new and ongoing
New Zealand system that we looked at was that it forcedvorks. Many of the projects focus on improving environ-
everybody to go into local school management. It was thenental quality, on water quality, and on upgrading infrastruc-
wrong decision; they admit that now. Not every school wantgure to ensure the reliability of the supply. A large part of the
to take part. Moreover, any school or kindergarten that is natmproved services will be the vastly improved environmental
part of the first raft of schools that come into the program willperformance of some of the major waste water treatment
not be disadvantaged. They can take their own time. If theplants.
want to hold out for a couple of years, by all means. If they This is a tribute to SA Water and to the environmental
do not ever want to come into Partnerships 21, there will bémprovement program and demonstrates how hard the
no compulsion on any school at any time. Government works at improving the environment through
By way of example, a collocation between a kindergartenthese initiatives and how important a priority it is for the
and a primary school will be the decision of the localGovernment, since obviously there are other ways in which
kindergarten and the local primary school. | am advised thahe money could be spent. | am sure that it must be galling for
some already operate on the same campus. If the kindergartére Opposition to see the vast improvements occurring in
and the primary school want to join forces they can do thatSA Water, given that during the time when the present
similar to what we have suggested in rural schools, wher®pposition was on the Government benches it presided over
there may be clusters of small schools that want one managan E&WS Department that made a $47 million loss. Not only
ment body to oversee all those schools. Flexibility enablesvere the people of South Australia paying for their water
choice and gives back the power to the kindergartemhrough their water rates, they were also paying an extra
community to ask, ‘Do we want to join in with the local $47 million. That was in just one year. We changed that
primary school? Are there benefits for us or not?’ As thearound dramatically to the tune of a $100 million plus profit:
honourable member has stated, there may be particultast year | think it was $103 million.
programs that the kindergarten sees no benefit from, and it The sorts of changes that have been brought about by the
will want to stay in the same system. It will be able to do that.Government give us the opportunity to spend money where
That is the beauty of this system: the choice is there. It placgseople want it, which is in better, more reliable water supplies
the power in the hands of that kindergarten council or theand in environmental improvement. The Government is
school council. If they decide to join the two together, thenconcerned about providing the best infrastructure and
it is a matter of the management committee looking at thgervices, and SA Water is a tribute to that. The extra budget-
finances of the two and ensuring adequate programs for botiry allocation to that sector is an indication of how important-

areas. ly the Government regards these major matters.
Again, that is a matter for the local school committee or
school council. There is no forced commitment on any school MENTAL HEALTH

or any kindergarten to join this scheme. It is very different
from the schemes of other Governments, from those of Labor Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human
Governments and particularly from the New ZealandServices explain or order an urgent investigation into why
Government’s scheme, which people were forced to join. there were no available beds in the metropolitan area for
emergency mental health referrals on the evening of Sunday,
SA WATER 30 May 1999? The Opposition has been given details of a
case last Sunday evening where carers, who sought assistance
Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for  for a person with a mental iliness at the Modbury Hospital,
Government Enterprises advise the House of what impact thgere told that no beds were available in the metropolitan
SA Water initiatives announced in last week’s budget willarea. Contrary to assurances about staffing given by the
have for the people of South Australia? Minister last November, there were five vacant beds at
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The honourable member Woodleigh House that could not be used because there was
has a longstanding and abiding interest in water, and hiso doctor, and carers were told that the earliest time the ASIS
guestion gives me a great opportunity to explain the benefiteam could see the patient was 2.30 p.m. the following day.
that South Australia will receive as a result of theThe ASIS team was unable to assist with the carers’ concerns
$139 million that the Government will spend in 1999-2000for the patient’s safety other than to suggest that the patient
to improve the water and waste water systems. The Goverghould again ring the emergency number.
ment’s objective is to provide the best infrastructure in order The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The member for Elizabeth
to provide the best service. Unfortunately, it seems as thoudhas referred to a specific case that occurred at Modbury
this objective is not favoured by members sitting operatefospital. | will get a full report on that because | am not
because they continually carp at and criticise the strategieaware of the details and | will bring back an answer to the
Whilst the rules have changed when it comes to the suppliouse.
of electricity (because of the market and so on), the Labor

Party continues with its policy-free zone. But times have COORONG AND LOWER LAKES
changed. However, leopard-like, the spots continue to appear
on the Opposition. Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Can the Minister for Environ-

The archaic view from opposite can be contrasted with thenent and Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs explain the Ramsar
objectives of the Government, one of which quite clearly carmanagement plan and in particular what this means for the
be seen in this year's SA Water budget, which demonstratdsiver Murray’s estuarine lakes of Alexandrina and Albert and
an ongoing commitment to building up the future of this Statethe Coorong?
in relation to improved water and waste water services. This The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member
year the capital infrastructure of SA Water represents afor his question and for his continued interest in this very
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important area of South Australia. South Australia is once GRIEVANCE DEBATE
again meeting its responsibilities and objectives for the
environment. The Coorong, Lake Alexandrina and Lake The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
Albert Ramsar draft management plan will shortly be releasetiouse note grievances.
for public comment, and that follows extensive community
involvement during its preparation. As this House would ~Mr HILL (Kaurna): 1 will use the few minutes available
know, Australia is a signatory to the international Ramsatoday to draw the attention of the House and, | hope, that of
Convention and Australia has listed 53 wetlands of interthe Attorney-General to a concern with the operations of the
national importance under that convention. Within SouthMotor Vehicles Act and, in particular, the transfer of title of
Australia there are a number of significant wetlands which wénotor vehicles. Recently a constituent of mine was caught out
have the responsibility of conserving. The Coorong, Lakdadly in this regard when in early December last year he
Alexandrina and Lake Albert wetlands is one of these. purchased a motor vehicle from a person he believed to be a
The preparation of a management plan adopting th&iend for, I think, $4 000. He also gave him a $1 000 car that
principles of wise use of the wetlands in an ecologicallyhe owned himself in exchange for a 1994 four-wheel drive
sustainable manner is a commitment that this Governmerii-Lux Toyota ute. This was a cash transfer. He signed the
takes seriously. The Coorong and Lower lakes is a unique arf@gistration form and then re-registered the vehicle a week
spectacular area of our State. Some 85 species of water bifer and registered the change of ownership at that same
have been recorded in the region, including the rare Fair§)me.
Tern and the endangered Little Tern, which nest on islands He did not think to ask whether the vehicle was currently
in the Coorong. The region is also central to the Ngarrindjerinder finance, and the Registration & Licensing Office did
culture expressed through cultural and spiritual histories ofiot bother to tell him that for $5 he could get a finance check.
dreaming stories. Many Ngarrindjeri live and work in thatAfter having driven the car for three months, and having
area. The lakes are an important water resource for irrigatorspent some $2 000 to upgrade it by purchasing tyres,
and water diversions for horticulture and viticulture areinstalling a CD player and doing some mechanical work, he
extremely important to the economy of that region. Both thewvas surprised when a bailiff knocked on his door with a paper
lakes and the Coorong provide a variety of nature-basei his hand and said that the finance company (and since it
tourism activities and many opportunities in that region. ~ was reasonably decent about the matter | will not name it)
The preparation of the management p|an was carried Ol\ﬂanted the car back and that $3 500 was owed on the vehicle.
with an emphasis on community consultation, transparenchie was given until Friday 7 May to pay the $3 500. _
and the involvement of all relevant Government agencies. A My constituent is a single parent, on some sort of social
community reference group made up of people representingelfare payment, and would find it very difficult to find the
relevant peak organisations with a regional focus wa$3 500. He was caught in a terrible situation because, if he
established. The group was chaired by Mrs Valerie Balldid not pay the $3 500, he would lose the upgraded car which
OAM, formerly Mayor of Strathalbyn and now Deputy Was now worth $6 000 or $7 000. One of the options was to
Mayor of Alexandrina Council. go to the police regarding the fraud perpetrated against him.
Mr Lewis: An outstanding— The police said, ‘The guy has gone to Queensland. It is only
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | agree with the member for $4 000, not a large sum of money, and there is not much we

Hammond—an outstanding person. The planning process h§&n do to get him back into South Australia. _
been significantly enhanced by the contribution made by the The other option was to go to Legal Aid. They told him
21 men and women who made up this particular group. {hey were booked out for two weeks, but by then the car
would place on record my thanks and that of the Governmeryould have been sold, so he would have to go to a private
for the work that they have done in this area. The draffawyer. He could not afford a private lawyer, but he did get
management plan will be available for public comment untiiSome advice, and put some sort of caveat on the property of
the end of September. The Government invites all Soutke Person who sold the car to him. He will now have to go
Australians to share in the vision for the conservation of thighrough the complicated legal process of suing that person
very important environmental ecological and cultural attribute2nd trying to recover his money. There is some chance he

of this whole area, which includes the Coorong and thén@y get his money back, but many people in similar circum-
Lower lakes. stances who buy a car from a mate or somebody they meet

in a pub then discover at a later date—in this case, three
months later—that money is owing on the car and the finance
company has the right to get the car back.
It is easy enough to say the buyer should beware, but | was
not aware that for $5 you can get a finance check carried out
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE on any motor vehicle. Something should be done to ensure
that, when a person does seek to re-register a motor vehicle
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): As Presiding Member of the in this way, officers of the Department of Motor Registra-
Public Works Committee, | bring up the ninety-ninth reporttion—
of the committee, being an interim report on the Strathmont Mr Clarke interjecting:
Centre development, aged care facility, and move: Mr HILL: Exactly. It should be automatically placed in
That the report be received. the transfer document that a finance check should be
Motion carried. cg_nducteq”%nd youh(;an to!o tlft1 _for $5, otgerwsl:a maorlly moTe
. citizens will be caught out in this way, and crooks and people
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: committing fraud v%ill get away Witr{ blue murder. | WF())ng
That the report be printed. appreciate it if the Attorney-General—if he ever reads these
Motion carried. comments—could chase up that matter.
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The other matter | wished to raise today briefly in the timewhich one day | hope we will see developed. | was thrilled
available is to do something | would not often do, and that igo see the upgrading taking place of the airstrip at Hawker,
to congratulate a Government Minister. | congratulate théecause it has been on the books for a long period. Also, |
Hon. Robert Lawson in another place, in his capacity asinderstand that arrangements have been made for the
Minister for Administrative Services, for a very good upgrading of the airstrip at Balcanoona, which is now
decision he made recently. Some of my constituents who liveperational, to serve Arkaroola. That has been needed for
on the western side of South Road in what is now Oldsome time as well.

Noarlunga have been campaigning for some years now to Finally, on the way back we called in to have a delightful
have the suburb returned to its former name of Oldunch at Bluey Bluntstone’s blacksmith shop at Melrose, at
Noarlunga. The Government, through the Governmenthe foot of Mount Remarkable. For anyone going up that way,
Naming Authority, had recommended that that part of Old suggest it is a superb place for a meal. | also wanted to say
Noarlunga be changed to Seaford. how delighted | was to see the Wilpena Pound hybrid power

The residents found out as a result of a local governmerstation, the largest solar/diesel combination in the southern
notice being issued. They were not consulted at all about thieemisphere. It was a great thrill to see it working and to know
change of name. They were most disturbed because of thleat it is a success, with 1 260 solar panels in all, doing a
effect it would have on businesses in that area, on propertyagnificent job up there. On average, it will provide between
values and a whole range of other things. They campaigne2b and 60 per cent of the resort’s power requirements. This
very hard about this issue. Steve Singleton, a local residemtas something we fought for a long time. It is a great asset
who coordinated the activity, deserves a lot of praise for théor Wilpena, it is a great asset for South Australia, and | am
way he went about it. Finally we went to see Mr Lawson whodelighted that so many international visitors are showing an
agreed to the transfer back to the original name. | congratunterest in that plant.
late him for that.

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Last Friday | had the

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):A couple of weeks pleasure of visiting Southern Domiciliary Care and Rehabili-
ago my wife and | enjoyed a very pleasant weekend in théation Services on its open day, where | was able to meet
Flinders Ranges. We were fortunate enough to spend twaome of its clients, supporters and a number of workers in the
nights at Arkaba Station. The accommodation in the little bedervice. | indulged my interest in occupational health and
and breakfast cottage on the property was superb. It wassafety, particularly injuries to women, in discussion with
most enjoyable occasion. On the Saturday, we were giventaem, because | know from my previous work that the care
magnificent opportunity to observe and enjoy some of théndustry is very dangerous for women and, in fact, they
most superb scenery that could be seen anywhere in Austrabastain a large number of injuries to the musculo-skeletal
and, | would suggest, anywhere in the world. We went on theystem, particularly the back. The member for Waite is also
mountain top or hill top tour—I am not quite sure which it aware that this is a problem within the child care industry.
is—with young Matt Rasheed. We were fortunate enough that | saw that there was a demonstration of manutention,
he was able to take us around for most of the day. It was onghich | knew to be a system of manual handling that has not
of the most enjoyable days we have spent for a long time. Olong been introduced to Australia. There were many hopes
top of that, during the day, we were expressing concern abotttat it might make a significant improvement in preventing
the fact that the property was so dry and that night they samwusculo-skeletal injuries, particularly in the area of handling
more rain fall than had been the case for many months. patients because handling people is a very different proposi-

Mr Hill: That's because you're a wet! tion from handling dead weights. It is often a more dangerous

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: It has nothing to do with my  proposition. | have subsequently had the chance to research
being a wet. It is understandable why Hans Heysen loved thaéihe dimensions of this injury rate and found that in 1995-96
area so much and painted so many of his well known andlVorkCover reports show that bodily stress caused 58 per cent
world renowned paintings in that area. of all costs for women'’s claims at an average cost of $2 421.

We also took the opportunity of once again having a lookBodily stress claims for men cost an average of $1 951.81
at the Wilpena development. That is another superb developrhich, when we consider the difference between men’s and
ment and | have had the opportunity to see the developmemtomen’s wages, certainly indicates the seriousness of these
as it has progressed. This time, of course, | had the opporturipjuries to women. These injuries mainly involve ward
ty to see it almost in its completed form, including the newhelpers, registered nurses, child care workers and enrolled
accommodation quarters, the upgraded accommodatigrurses. They are the people experiencing these injuries.
facilities and the upgraded camp grounds which are all Finding out more about manutention was most interesting.
superb. | am pleased that the Minister for Tourism is in thd saw the carer mimicking the natural body moves in order
Chamber at present because | would suggest there ista move the weight of the patient and, in talking with the
considerable need for the promised extra powered campingarers, sometimes they move patients weighing 15 to 18 stone
sites to be provided. who have no ability to assist in the move in normal circum-

It is a vast and huge improvement on what was therstances. However, using manutention the patient is often able
before. The Rasheeds are doing a fantastic job, both &b help, which is something that lifts their self-esteem as well
Arkaroola and Wilpena. | was thrilled with the interpretation as helping the workers not to injure themselves.
centre, the visitor and information centre, a superb develop- The official description of manutention indicates that it
ment, as good as any other development | have seen anyas developed by Paul Dotte, a French practitioner physio-
where else in Australia. We also took the opportunity agairtherapist. It uses physiotherapy principles and techniques
to look at the old Wilpena Station and, if ever there werefrom the martial arts, weightlifting and abseiling and involves
huge possibilities for development in this State, they argivoting, counterbalance, bracing and lunging to decrease
presented not only in the old station homestead but in thenuscular strain often associated with load handling. So, it
surrounding outbuildings which are quite magnificent andvas very interesting for me to see that this method was being
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used widely and to hear that initial results are indeed very Since that decision, the Australian Cricket Board, as
positive. For instance, in one area paramedical aides who haéported in Saturdayadvertiser has decided to reduce from

two days’ training reduced their lost time by 80 per centthree to two the number of one day matches that South
which is something we very much want to see. Australia hosts at the Adelaide Oval. | feel that this is nothing

The workers at Southern Domiciliary Care who have peeghort of a disgrace: it is nothing short ofa .disgusting trick
promoting this method, with the support of their managementhat has been played by the Australian Cricket Board. For
are now establishing the South Australian Manutentioryears South Australia, through the Adelaide Oval, has hosted
Centre. They are developing a business plan, going throughe of t_he mostimportant a.nd s_uccessful test matches, if not
all the legal and financial ramifications and putting a proposavorldwide certainly Australia-wide. The Adelaide Oval test
to the Health Commission that they should be able td‘las long beer_1 recognised as one (_)f the great test matches, and
establish this business within Southern Domiciliary Careits rescheduling from the Australian Day long weekend to
One of my reasons for speaking today is to urge the MinistePecember disadvantages many South Australians. It disad-
for Human Services to consider this proposal with grave/antages many in the farming community and, of course, it
sympathy and also to ask the Minister for Governmen#élisadvantages young _people w_ho are unable to see a_II of the
Enterprises, given his responsibility for workplace servicestest match because itis played in early December during the
to consider the system’s benefits. school year. _ _

We have copped it on two fronts over a 12 month period:

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to talk about first, we .re'ceived bad news in terms of the poor decision by
the so-called Snowtown murders and related media coverag'€ 2dministrators to take away our long weekend test match
This macabre and sorry tragedy, which needs to be reporte@d Schedule it in December, which disadvantages the
in my view should not be unnecessarily sensationalised. LaSPMmunity of South Australia; and now we have had a

night's Channel oday Tonightan a story on the impact of second hit by the Australian Crickgt Board’s taking away one
of our one day matches, reducing our component in the

the tragedy upon two very young children of one of the ional calendar f h q h
deceased. The two children appeared with their new guardtérnational calendar from three to two one day matches.
When this decision was first speculated two or three

ians and the youngsters were paraded up and down before the
camera, mixed with extensive repeat footage of the murdef/€€KS ago, 1 was fortunate to be a guest on 5AA and | put
scene, complete with drums, police digging and so on. Th rwarql the Opposition’s views in this regard. I glso wrote to
report included a suggestion that the children should be give e Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Cricket Board,

full details of the manner in which their mother died. r _S_peed, expressing the Oppos_ition's concerns. The
. . . .. __decision made on the weekend following the speculation was
I would be surprised if the whole experience of television

g X ) o L '“''no great surprise, but | believe that the Australian Cricket
crews in the house, combined with the filming activity whichg j 514 has made a very bad, short-sighted decision and it
went on, did not confuse or confound the children, let alongjaserves to be condemned fc;r it.

any children watching the report that evening on television. | \,.0.1d also like to acknowledge and congratulate South

In my view the whole story was tasteless, if not ghoulish. |5 strajia’s State football teams for their performance on the
recognise that th_e_ program made some effort to handle thgeereng Notwithstanding the disappointment of losing the
subject with sensitivity and that there was an appeal for fundg; oe ot Origin match, | acknowledge the efforts of the
to support the children’s future. But was it really necessary)5vers the coach and the administrators. Obviously, it was
to involve the youngsters at all? Did they have to be filmed s, o ginting that the team lost the match but that is a part of
Could not the program have dealt more professionally withyo mnetition. The weather obviously had an effect in regard
the subject of children grieving? to attendance figures. | also acknowledge the outstanding

It sounded like just another angle to feed the mass murdgserformance of the State team from the South Australian
story to the people of South Australia. | must say | share the\ational Football League. That team was successful in its
concerns raised with me by several constituents that somgame prior to the State of Origin match. | acknowledge and
aspects of the media coverage of the tragedy have beewngratulate both teams for their efforts.
sensational and most unfortunate. | appeal to all media |also make a strong plug for the State of Origin concept.
covering the story to revisit the approach they are taking in believe it has a vital role in football. The way in which the
their coverage and ensure that it is presented in a tastefidldministrators of football at an AFL level have been conduct-
accurate and appropriate way to people. In particular, | appeaig themselves in relation to the future of the competition is
for children to be left out of the story as far as possible. Thenost disappointing. State of Origin matches have been
families of the dead, the families of Snowtown and theoccurring for 20 years. They have been a very successful part
families of Adelaide and South Australia who have beerof football and it is disappointing that they are under threat.
affected one way or another by the tragedy all have a right tpbelieve that State of Origin is something we should really
get on with their lives. get behind.

Finally, | congratulate Bob Hank who has been inducted

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | would like today to refer to two into the Australian Football Hall of Fame. This is a fabulous
or three sporting issues. The first issue | bring to the attentioappointment and well deserved. Bob Hank had an outstanding
of the House is the decision of the Australian Cricket Boardrecord: he won the Magarey Medal in 1946 and 1947; he was
as reported in the weekendislvertiser to take away one of a member of the West Torrens premiership teams in 1945 and
the international day games at the Adelaide Oval. As yold953; he made the All Australian team on a number of
would be aware, Sir, last year South Australia lost itsoccasions; he was the Best and Fairest for the West Torrens
Australia Day long weekend test match so that it could bé-ootball Club on a number of occasions; he represented the
scheduled earlier in the program in December and, as a resuitate; and he was also a State Captain. | congratulate and
we received three one day games, which were, of course, dageknowledge Bob Hank upon his induction into the Aus-
night matches. tralian Football Hall of Fame.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time estimated to have caused additional emissions of approxi-
has expired. mately 500 000 tonnes per year of greenhouse gasses and
particulate emissions (which are particles of carbon). The
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | refer to the good news that original proposal also posed the threat of a massive transfer
we received late last week concerning the acceptance ofgf freight from rail to road transport, which would have
modified GST, and | acknowledge the Premier’s statement&irther increased the risk of road accidents and fatalities. The
a few minutes ago in this House. It is great that we haveomplete removal of diesel fuel excise from rail will ensure
political cooperation and | congratulate the Australianthat our rail operators are at the forefront of a competitive,
Democrats on their cooperation to save tax reform ineliable, innovative and environmentally friendly industry.
Australia. It was tremendous that the Federal Government | applaud this initiative. If only this initiative had been
and the Australian Democrats were able to shake out a deﬁihp|emented a decade ago, along with private ownership and
which | believe makes for a very fair and equitable taxatioroperation of our railways, | believe that we would still be
system for all South Australians. It is not exactly what therunning on much of the old track that has since been closed
Government wanted but it is certainly better than nothing. and removed. | applaud the bipartisan approach of all
It was particularly pleasing that the Federal Governmentoncerned.
agreed to the exemption of a rail diesel fuel excise, the same
as applies to off-road users, for example, farmers, miners and
pastoralists. Mr John Kirk, Executive Officer of the Aus-
tralian Railway Association, said that the decision to treat rall
as an off-road user and exempt rail operators from paying
diesel excise is very welcome and timely. Certainly, | have ~BARLEY MARKETING (MISCELLANEOUS)
brought up this subject over the whole nine years | have been AMENDMENT BILL
in this place. | was always at a loss to explain why rail had
to pay excise and other off-road users did not, because rail The Legislative Council agreed to the Bill without any
certainly had to be classed as an off-road user. amendment.
This decision recognises that rail operators are efficient
users of fuel and as such have an important role to play in a SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE EMERGENCY
sustainable transport network for this nation. Australia’s rail SERVICES LEVY

operators already pay for their infrastructures through direct The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,

track ownership or through payment of track access fees t ectional Services and Emeraency Service leave
the relevant authorities. In some cases, these charges r(‘%rc:ve'l al services mergency Servicespy leave,

equivalent to an additional 78¢ per litre of diesel consumed. ) ] ] .
Rail is an off-road user of diesel fuel and should not—and That the committee have leave to sit during the sitting of the
emphasise this—be paying both the road user charge and t guse t.oday. .

rail user charge. No wonder our roads are becoming clogged. Motion carried.

This has been a complete disincentive and gives the Wron%
message entirely. ELECT COMMITTEE ON WATER ALLOCATION
This decision will remove a major taxation anomaly IN'THE SOUTH-EAST

applying to Australian rail operators. It will enable the . .
privatisation of Australia’s rail freight industry to continue The Hon. G'M_' GUNN (Stuart): By Iegve, l mc_)v_e'

in an environment that will provide major benefits to all the That the committee have leave to sit during the sitting of the
parties. Rail customers will benefit from this, particularly "°USe today.

farmers and miners. Rail currently transports virtually all Motion carried.

Australia’s export grain, coal and iron ore safely and

efficiently from the farms or the mines to the relevant ports. MUTUAL RECOGNITION (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

It is expected that lower transport costs will improve our (CONTINUATION) AMENDMENT BILL

international export competitiveness and provide a substantial The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier) obtained leave

economic benefit to the nation of more than $120 million per . )
annum. $ P and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Mutual

With these savings in mind, we should see a reduction "l]?ecognition (South Australia) Act 1993. Read a first time.

rail freight charges in regional Australia, particularly regional The Hon. R.G. KERIN: I move:

South Australia, which is much needed. | look forward to that  That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable the Bill

progress. Benefits will come out of this decision. The' Pass through its remaining stages without delay.

protection of employment is a major issue. Passenger trains Motion carried.

are a major tourism attraction in this State: fBhan the The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | move:

Indian Pacific the Overland and in my electorate the That this Bill be now read a second time.

Barossa wine train. Perhaps this decision will encourage thieseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

return of many additional passenger rail services to regionah Hansardwithout my reading it.

South Australia: Adelaide-Pirie-Port Augusta; Adelaide- Leave granted.

Mount Gambier; Adelaide-Riverton; and, perhaps, a daily Section 4 of théiutual Recognition (South Australia) Act 1993

commuter service to the Barossa. The Barossa wine trailmgdopts the Commonwealiiutual Recognition Act 1992r a period

which as we all know is a State tourism initiative, has enjoyednding on 30 June 1999. Section 6 of the Act provides for its expiry

outstanding success since it started operating last year. aﬁgt‘?segg chtEg E’gggd for which the Commonwealth Act s adopted,
Other benefits include the reduction in environmentaf These Acts were enacted as part of a national scheme of mutual

impacts. The original proposal for fuel excise reductions wagecognition and are complemented by an Intergovernmental
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Agreement between the Commonwealth, States and Territories. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | thank the Opposi-
Under the terms of the Agreementareview_of the mutual recognitiogion for its support of this measure and for facilitating the
scheme was conducted early in 1998, five years after the comsaqqage of the legislation before the House so that by 30 June

mencement of the Commonwealth Act. h i d b d . ith oth
The COAG Committee on Regulatory Reform undertook thelN€ €xpiry date can be removed, consistent with other

review. In addition to advertisements in the national press inviting?arliaments and consistent with ensuring passage of goods
submissions, members of the Committee on Regulatory Reforrand also reduced operational costs thereto.
undertook consultation within their jurisdictions. This review was i i i ini
completed late in 1098, and a report made to GOAG, staBglsread a second time and taken through its remaining
The purpose of the ‘Expiry of Act’ clause was to ensure that & ges.
review of the effectiveness of the mutual recognition scheme take
place within 5 years of its commencement. The Act’s original expiry ROAD TRAFFIC (DRIVING HOURS)
date was 1 March 1998, but this was extended to 30 June 1999 AMENDMENT BILL
pending the completion of the review, and to allow sufficient time
for South Australia to consider the review's outcome and take any  gecond reading
necessary legislative action arising from its recommendations. ’
The objective of mutual recognition is to promote the freedom .
of movemjent of goods and servgi]ce providerg across Australia, by 1he Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:
reducing the regulatory barriers to the flow of goods and skilled That this Bill be now read a second time.
service providers across State borders. The review found overallseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
mutual recognition was working well to advance this objective. Hansardwithout my reading it
The review report recommendeidter alia, that jurisdictions '
endorse the continued operation of the mutual recognition scheme L€aVe granted.
in Australia, and that further reviews of the scheme occur every five  The purpose of the Bill is to amend tRead Traffic Act 196in
years — the next to take place in 2003 in conjunction with the firsiorder to allow for the making of regulations to introduce nationally
review of the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Scheme. Soutbonsistent legislation to regulate the hours of driving for commercial
Australia accepts these recommendations. vehicles.
This Bill, removes the ‘Expiry of Act’ clause from the legislation Governments across Australia have agreed to develop and
to enable the continuing operation of the Act consistent with thémplement national road transport reforms which promote safety and

review’s recommendation. efficiency, both within and across State borders, and which reduce
Explanation of Clauses the environmental impact and the costs of administration of road

Clause 1: Short title transport, for the benefit of road users and others in the community.
Clause 1 is formal. The reforms proposed in this Bill are an important contribution to the

evelopment of a system of nationally uniform and consistent road
ransport regulation.

The passage of this Bill will contribute to meeting the obligations
dertaken by the South Australian Government as a signatory to the
ergovernmental Agreement to Implement the National Competi-
tion Policy and Related Reforms, signed on 11 April 1995 by the
. Council of Australian Governments (COAG). The Intergovernmental

Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): The  Agreement makes substantial Commonwealth payments (in excess
Mutual Recognition (South Australia) Act introduced in 1993 0f $1 billion over 10 years) dependent upon the State meeting its
had a clause in it requiring a review at the end of five year§bligations under the Conditions of Payment, which include an

. . igation to implement the agreed national road transport reforms.
and, as a consequence, there was an expiry clause in the Af)&e amendments in this Bill form part of those reforms.

to ensure that that review took place. | understand that that pyogress in implementing these reforms will be considered by the
review did, indeed, occur after that five year period, and thelational Competition Council in its assessment of South Australia’s
COAG committee on regulatory reform into the mutual eligibility for competition payments, which will occur before 30 June

recognition agreement found that the scheme was Workinéggl\glétional Hours of Driving legislation was approved by Transport
well and considered that the agreement should continUginisters in January 1999. With the introduction of this Bill to

However, there will be another review in five years (it is dueparliament, the Government is pleased to be promoting South
in 2003) to ensure that the agreement continues to worRustralia as being at the forefront of national reforms in this area.
effectively. This is the first jurisdiction to introduce the complete provisions in

Th t basicall that th . it the form approved by Transport Ministers earlier this year.
€ agreement basically ensures that there IS recognition te new Hours of Driving Regulations will promote a safer

between the States of a variety of regulations and qualificatriving hours regime. For example, working hours are not taken into
tions, and this allows goods and skilled services providers taccount under the curre@ommercial Motor Vehicles (Hours of
easily transfer between all the States in Australia. FoIIowin%“V'Ug) Act, however, under the new national Regulations, both

: o - -working and driving, as well as rest times will be recorded by
the next review (concluding in 2003), the effectiveness of thi rivers. A limit of 14 hours in a day is set for aggregated driving and

Act will again be considered and, presumably, the agreemeRorking time. Some operators may complain that this will affect
will continue if that is again found to be favourable. As | profitability, but the tightening of the permissible working hours is
understand it, this amendment removes the expiry clause mstep forward in road safety that will benefit the community and

the South Australian Act. so that this Bill does not againcontribute to occupational health and safety for the drivers of
' ! ‘commercial motor vehicles.

have_ any expiry clause b_UtJUSt a”QWS the review process 0" There is a minor loss of flexibility in the new regulated hours
continue. Presumably, if the review finds that it is notcompared with current SA regulated hours (one day’s rest in seven
working well, the entire Act would be repealed or amended:ompared with the currently available 2 days’ restin 14). However
in some way. drivers and employers may become members of a Transitional
It is generally understood that the mutual recognitio Fatigue Management Scheme to gain greater flexibility of driving
generally [the gnitioNhoyrs, A Transitional Fatigue Management Scheme is an alternative
agreement is working well and that it is important that we getompliance scheme whereby up to 14 hours driving in a day is pos-
this free flow of goods and services across State borders #ible, and a driver may take two days’ rest in fourteen rather than the
Australia. Despite the urgency with which this Bill has beenprescribed one day'’s rest in seven, if driver health checks, fatigue

: raining and other requirements are undertaken. It is anticipated there
introduced, | understand that the amendment needs to Il be considerable demand for membership of a TFMS scheme.

passed before 30 June 1999. | indicate that the Opposition privers participating in TFMS will have to pass health checks to
will cooperate in that process and support this Bill. the published Federal Office Of Road Safety standards and undergo

Clause 2: Amendment of s. 4—Adoption of Commonwealth A
Clause 3: Repeal of s. 6
Clauses 2 and 3 remove the provisions in the principal Act dealingm
with the expiry of the Act, resulting in the Act continuing in force Int
until repealed.
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fatigue management training to a national curriculum standard. "Heavy truck" is defined as a motor vehicle of a class

Employers are required to manage fatigue in driver scheduling and declared by the regulations to be heavy trucks.

follow up employee credentials at prescribed intervals. The health New section 110AAB.—Driving hours

checks required are consistent with those required from 1 September This proposed new section empowers the Governor to make

1998 as a condition of road train operation south of Port Augusta. regulations to establish a scheme for the management of the
There may be pressures from lobby groups to carry over into the fatigue of drivers of heavy trucks and commercial buses.

new Regulations the exemptions from regulated hours currently Specific matters that may be dealt with under the regulations
available in SA law for the transport of livestock or bees. There is  include—
no such specific provision in the national law, but a general - periods spent by drivers driving, working and resting
exemption power will be inserted in the South Australian Regula- - record keeping
tions to allow the Minister to cater for such special situations. - medical examination of drivers B

The new Regulations will apply to heavy trucks over 12 tonnes - attendance at fatigue management driving courses
Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM). This is a change from the current South - obligations of employers and supervisors
Australian Act which applies to vehicles with an unladen mass of - inspector and police powers to ask questions relevant to
over 4.5 tonnes. Similarly, the new Regulations will apply to a bus the enforcement of the regulations. _
defined as a motor vehicle with the capacity to seat more than 12 per- ~ Penalties of up to a maximum of $12 500 may be fixed for

sons (this cut off point aligns with the national driver licence class-  breaches of the regulations. _ )
es). This will result in fewer SA vehicles being required to carrya  New section 110AAC.—Power to direct drivers to stop and to

log book. rest
When the new Regulations are made, the repeal ofoii®- This proposed new section allows a member of the police
mercial Motor Vehicles (Hours of Driving) Aetill be proclaimed. force or inspector to stop the driver of a heavy truck or commer-

A log book will not be required to be carried by a driver  Cial bus on the road for the purpose of requiring the driver to
operating solely within a 100 kilometre radius of base, as is the case Produce his or her driving records for inspection. .
under current SA law. A new national log book has been developed A member of the police force or inspector may, to avoid an
and printed and it is now available in South Australia in anticipation ~unacceptable risk to public safety, direct a heavy truck or
of the implementation of the new national driving hours. The intro- ~ commercial bus driver to cease driving and rest from driving for
duction of the new book has been well received by industry as a step 2 SPecified period, either with immediate effect or after the driver
toward national consistency. Upgraded and new computer systems Nas moved his or her vehicle to a place where it will be secure
are being designed to manage and exchange data with other and not constitute a traffic hazard. Such a direction may be given
jurisdictions relating to data on both membership of the Transitional Where—. . L .
Fatigue Management Scheme and the issue of log books to drivers *  the driver has failed to produce the driver's records required
with valid licences. to be kept under the regulations; or )

Looking toward the not too distant future, a driver specific a membelr of the porlllce r:orce_ or inspector believes Orl‘
monitoring device (DSMD), including electronic or some other such re_ahsor?ab e gerP”dS, that the driver's records do not comply
driving hours recording device, will be able to be used as an with the regulations; or

alternative to a log book, providing it meets the specifications of the a member of the police force or inspector believes on
National Road Transport Commission. reasonable grounds that the driver has contravened a

Under the current SA law, no responsibility attaches to em- requirement of the regulations relating to periods of driving,

; : work or rest.
ployers. Under the proposed Regulations, consignors and employers New section 110AAD.

will be penalised if they knowingly cause a driver to commit a core

driving hours offence. . . . . tion powers on the police and inspectors.
There is also an urgent need for an increase in penalties relating ¢|ause 4 Repeal of Commercial Motor Vehicles (Hours of
to driving hours and log book offences. Drivers and operators aByriving) Act 1973

aware of the low penalties in South Australia and, in many caseSshe commercial Motor Vehicles (Hours of Driving) Act 19%3
prefer to be the recipient of an expiation notice ($50) and continue pealed
to drive excessive hours and avoid rest breaks. The low level of '
penalty can be seen as contributing to road safety concerns.

The proposed Regulations will have higher monetary penalties

for breaches ranging from a fine of up to $1 250 ($160 expiation fee)
to a maximum for a second or subsequent offence of a $2 500 fine. LISTENING DEVICES (MISCELLANEOUS)

—Power to enter and inspect records, etc.
This proposed new section confers entry and record inspec-

Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.

In addition, there will be a corporate multiplier of 5 times the AMENDMENT BILL
individual penalty applied if a body corporate is found guilty of an
offence. Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’s

Consultation has occurred with affected parties. The Nation : ; )
Road Transport Commission has consulted widely with industr?fnessage_that ithad disagreed to the House of Assembly’s

enforcement agencies and other affected parties, prior to obtainirgnendments.
the approval of the Ministerial Council on Road Transport for the = The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | move:

content of the Regulations this Bill is designed to authorise. That the amendments be insisted upon.

Itis anticipated more consultation will occur before the proposed . .
Regulations are made and laid before Parliament. Motion carried.

I commend this Bill to the House.

Explanation of Clauses APPROPRIATION BILL

Clause 1: Short title

Clause 2: Commencement Adjourned debate on second reading.
These clauses are formal. (Continued from 27 May. Page 1486.)

Clause 3: Insertion of Part 3AA

PART 3AA Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | rise today to talk about

DRIVING HOURS
New section 110AA.—Interpretation
This proposed new section defines the terms “"commercial

the Government’s latest budget. This budget can be summed
p simply by saying that it is an attack upon every family

bus" and "heavy truck”. residing within South Australia. This budget does nothing for
"Commercial bus" is defined as a bus that is used to carryobs, for education, for the unemployed, or for economic
people for reward or in a business. growth in South Australia. This Government has wasted the

(yemgf& Rp?gglgifgqug )('\{!ibsljis!liasn%%lfﬁ)nﬁégggdﬂﬁgi éArC\} éﬁgﬁlast term of Government on a feeble attack upon every person
built mainly to carry pebple that seats over 12 adults (includ.-%’vho decides .to reside in South AUSt.ra“a' This has made
ing the driver). The previous definition included vehicles South Australia the most taxed State in the country. We are

designed to carry over 8 persons (including the driver).  trying to encourage other Australians to move to South
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Australia to encourage economic growth and revenue. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Itis justtypical of a Government
However, this Government has attacked every single middIdlinister to come in here not knowing what he is talking
class family in this State. This Government has made evergbout and not understanding the complexities of the
house a piggy bank and every car a wallet on wheels. Thismergency services levy. That was made obvious today by
Government has a single plan to tax every South Australiathe Minister’s inept answer to the member for MacKillop’s
family out of existence. guestion. It was the only question today that was truly not on
This Government is so bereft of ideas and imagination andotice from that side of the House and the Minister failed
so inept that it had to steal the idea from the Australian Labomiserably. That shows one reason why he is in the junior
Party to give concessions to pensioners. This Governmentisinistry and not in Cabinet—because he cannot take
so ideologically on a crusade to destroy South Australia, tguestions without notice properly.
impose its economic rationalist ideals on South Australia, that The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
it could not even see that pensioners could not afford to pay Mr KOUTSANTONIS: |would do a better job than you,
the emergency services levy. The Labor Party had tonate. On top of the emergency services levy, there is
embarrass and humiliate it to the point where the Governmethe ETSA levy, and this Government says it is important to
had to compromise, where the Government was forced treduce debt in the State, because debt is the albatross around
change its point of view on the way it attacked families andour neck. We must remove debt from South Australia,
pensioners. otherwise we cannot go ahead. However, the one thing that
Today we heard the member for MacKillop ask a verythe Government does not mention in the glossy brochures that
interesting question of the Minister for Local Governmentit mails at taxpayers’ expense, to every household in South
about the doubling up of the emergency services levy. HAustralia, is that not one cent of the ETSA levy will be going
asked whether councils will still be extracting a paymentto pay off debt—not one cent! Yet for the past three years,
from ratepayers on behalf of the emergency services levy. Hinis Government has been telling us that debt is the most
asked whether, in effect, they will be doubling up. Wouldimportant thing to get rid of in South Australia. However, not
householders be paying one fee to the State Government ase cent of this revenue raising tax that this Government is
a one-off payment, plus through their rates paid to councilimposing upon every household in South Australia is going
We had no answer from the Minister. In his reply in his off debt.
guestion, the Minister said, ‘We're not quite sure how we will  The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
implement the emergency services levy. We're not quite sure  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am glad that the member for
how we will spend the money.” This Government has comeéJnley is interested in my voice tone and patterns. As he is a
into this House, introduced a devastating new tax on everjpnior Minister, there is not much more to do in his portfolio,
household, without any idea of how it will spend the moneyapart from waiting outside Cabinet meetings before he can be
or implement the plan. let in for 10 minutes, give his spiel, be told what to do and
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, then asked to be leave very quickly because he is only a
Mr Speaker. | believe that the member is deliberatelyjunior Minister. | am glad he is filling in his time with
misrepresenting my comments, as recordddansardtoday. something. It is important to see Ministers of the Crown
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. doing something productive with their time rather than just
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is always interesting to note sitting here, making fools of themselves in Question Time,
when a member of the Opposition is making a point thahot being able to answer a question.
Government Ministers get rattled very quickly and move their The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
points of order to try to stop the flow of debate, which is whatmember will get back to the matters contained in the legisla-
this House is all about. This emergency services levy will baion.
an albatross around the Government’s neck. Itis the Govern- Mr KOUTSANTONIS: This is important, partly because
ment’s crown of thorns. It will ensure that this Governmentthe question asked of the Minister today related to the
will not be re-elected at the next election—which | would sayemergency services levy. | am talking about the inept answer
is the only benefit of this emergency services levy. In itsthe Minister gave the member for MacKillop. The fact that
attack on middle Australia and working families in this Stateit is fully a minority Government and has not been given the
the Government has done two things. It has made sure thapportunity to form a majority Government in this State after
no South Australian family will be able to get ahead for thea landslide victory in 1993 shows how inept this Government
next three years. Basically, the Government is saying, ‘If yous. But as to the attack on families by this Government, it has
live in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Westerrset out a policy until 2003 to attack every single home owner
Australia, the Northern Territory or Tasmania, there is an South Australia, and it does it with a smile. That is the one
difference. You will not have this huge impost on everything you have to admire about members of this Government:
household.’ they do it with a smile. When they attack low income families
However, in South Australia, we are putting on thisand middle income earners, they do it with a smile. They are
regressive tax to attack spending in South Australia, on topot upset about the impost they are putting on or about the
of a GST which their comrades in Canberra introduced—hardship they will make families endure because they do it
another attack on spending. Notwithstanding, members of thisith a smile. This Government comes in here to talk about
Government were still sitting in this House today projectingeconomic growth and all their plans for the future. After the
economic growth and prosperity. Where in the budget doe$997 budget, the then Treasurer Stephen Baker said, ‘That's
it show how South Australia is fitted to grow out of the slumpit. We're in the clear. We're in surplus. Things are rosy. After
itis in, caused by this Government over the past six to eighour first four years in Government, we have fixed South
years it has been in office? Australia, and we are doing okay.’
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: If you startat page 1andread  The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: 1 rise on a point of order,
to about page 1 000 you will get an answer to your questioriyir Deputy Speaker. | believe it is contrary to Standing
instead of flapping your gums. Orders to misquote members in this House. The member just
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said that the former Treasurer had said, ‘After four scordParty’s tax package, which was a much more fair and
years in Government. We have not been in Government fouequitable system. But getting back to the budget, the Govern-
score years, Sir. ment has always said in its platform that the most important
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of thing about reducing debt is the sale of ETSA. | reject that
order. If the member has misquoted that can be addressed bgtegorically. | believe that South Australians can manage
the member who gave the original quote in the debate.  ETSA profitably. | believe that South Australians can do it
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is amazing how members of better than Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. | do
the Government do not like being reminded. They also do natot believe for a second that the Premier lacks so much
like to be reminded of their terrible record, their ineptitudeconfidence in ordinary South Australians to be able to
in Government. It was given a mandate in 1993. In 1997 thegompete with every other State that he is prepared to sell off
claimed to have fulfilled that mandate, but it had failed. Theour most valuable asset to the cheapest bidder.
people of South Australia saw right through it, as | see right  This Premier’s cunning plan for the sale of ETSA is to talk
through this phoney, terrible budget, this budget that willdown ETSA as much as he can, to say that it has no value and
attack every single family in South Australia. that it will make a loss. There are questions about its making
The interesting thing about the emergency services levya loss, and | am sure that, once we are in government, we will
according to the hapless Minister for Police, the member fofind out exactly how far this Government has run down
Mawson, is that not everyone will be worse off: there areETSA, exactly how far this Government has stopped ETSA
some winners in relation to the levy. And the winners are thérom being able to make a profit; and how far this Govern-
good people of North Adelaide. What a relief to my constitu-ment has intervened to try to stop ETSA from being competi-
ents in Torrensville, Thebarton and West Richmond! Are theyive with its tenders compared with Western Mining and so
not glad to know that the good eggs of North Adelaide willon. This Government has dirty hands when it comes to the
be better off because, according to the Minister, ‘if you liverunning of ETSA. | would not be at all surprised if this
in a home in North Adelaide worth $400 000 you will be Government were caught out eventually having purposely
better off’. We could not have written a more damagingintervened to make sure that ETSA cannot complete with
answer for a Minister to give in a press conference than hgenerators from interstate.
has given. You could see the looks on the faces of all the | believe that this Government is so ideologically attached
members sitting on the Government benches, after seeing thatselling ETSA that it has the blinkers on; it cannot see the
interview on Channel 9 with Chris Kenny. They were forest for the trees. This Government is saying to every
devastated, because they finally realised how unfair angeneration of South Australians growing up in this State that
inequitable this tax is and how damaging it is to every homegoung South Australians are not good enough to compete
in South Australia. The Minister sits there with a big smilewith Victorians, with people from New South Wales or with
on his face, not concerned about it. He does not care: he céoreign multinationals, and that we cannot make ETSA
afford to pay the levy on his huge income from being theprofitable. To prove that, the Government will run down
junior Minister. ETSA as hard as it can. It will make sure that ETSA does not
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: How the hell would you know? gettenders and does not get the contracts it can get. | am sure
That is personally insulting. You mind your own businessthat, if this Government took its hands off the neck of ETSA
about my financial affairs. and its board, ETSA would be able to compete and do better
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: 1 would like to add to what the than New South Wales, Victoria and any multinationals that
member for Unley just said that all members’ salaries areome in here to buy ETSA at the lowest possible price and
open to the public. We know exactly what junior Ministers then charge South Australians more for the right.
and senior Ministers earn. Itis a part of transparent govern- South Australians have already paid for ETSA: they
ment. What the Minister is obviously trying to say now is thatalready own it. They do not want it to be sold. What multina-
members of the public should not be able to see whaional company now does not carry debt? Neither the Premier
politicians earn. | totally refute that. It is imperative for our nor any Minister on the front bench could name one foreign
democracy that every single citizen of South Australia knowsnultinational company that has not carried debt, because they
exactly what this junior Minister—who is not allowed to sit all know that one simple fact about borrowing and managing
in Cabinet until invited inside—earns. Itis imperative for our debt is that they can reinvest the money they have borrowed
democracy to know what this inept Minister makes for aand make a higher profit than in managing that debt. But this
salary. Government is so inept and has the blinkers on so totally that
The attack upon the family with this budget goes deepit cannot see that. | cannot believe that it is talking down
There are constituents in my electorate who own a trailer an8outh Australia so much until we eliminate all debt. | cannot
perhaps two cars, who have a house with a mortgage and witloink of one State in Australia that is completely debt free.
are raising two or three children, and the extra $300 minimum The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Queensland—
that they will be worse off is a huge impost. One might ask:  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is not debt free. It is running
how are these families to find the money to pay for this extra surplus. Get it right, Mark.
impost? We heard the Premier say today that the GST will be The Hon. M.K. Brindal: Want a bet?
the saviour of the States: we will have extra revenue coming Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | do not bet: | am a Christian.
into the State and we will be able to abolish some of thes&his Government cannot realise the value of ETSA, not only
local State taxes. Unfortunately, the Premier was not able tm terms of finance and revenue but on the psyche of South
detail to us what actual State Government taxes and charg@sistralia. If we eliminate ETSA from the public coffers, we
will be reduced because of the introduction of a GST. He waare sending a message to every South Australian child that we
not able to detail how South Australians will benefit from thiscannot compete, that we are not good enough. Since the State
new tax imposed on us by Canberra. Bank disaster, South Australia has been in a bit of a slump.
Might | say that a majority of Australians did not support The most important thing about getting out of that slump is
the GST at the last election: a majority supported the Laboto convince South Australians that we can do it better than
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everyone else. But this Government, for its own personazovernment’s policy of taxing every single South Australian.
political gain, has been hammering the issue of the StatS8outh Australians deserve better than this Government. They
Bank, saying that South Australia is a failure. deserve a Labor Government and they will get it at the next
They have had five years to fix it, but the continuedelection. We will beat Government members convincingly at
mantra has been, ‘State Bank; South Australia a failure; wéhe next election and this tax will be on their head because
cannot compete; we cannot do it better than anyone else; thieis tax will destroy families.
only way we can get out of the slump is to pay off all the debt
and sell ETSA, SA Water and every other asset we have to Mr WRIGHT (Lee). This budget is a major dis-
foreigners; it is the only way South Australia can get aheadappointment to all South Australians. The budget has a
| reject that categorically. | believe that South Australians camumber of taxing measures in it which are unfair to South
and will do it better than everyone else. | am sure that wheAustralians and which make it much more difficult for the
a Rann Labor Government is in place after the next electiogveryday family person to survive. Make no mistake, this is
we will show the conservatives on the opposite side exactl taxing budget and it is a spending budget, and | will come
how to do it, and we will embarrass and humiliate them byback to those points in greater detail during my contribution.
how well we run ETSA and how well we manage our First, | acknowledge genuinely that there are some good

economy. Because this Government— things in this budget, particularly in my portfolio area of
The Hon. M.K. Brindal: | have never seen such a good tourism, where there is some good news. | acknowledge that
example of hypocrisy in 10 years. because one has to be fair.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Look in the mirror. Mr Deputy This budget contains some measures which the tourism
Speaker, the member for Unley interjects that he has nevéndustry rightly welcomes and | acknowledge the role played
seen so much hypocrisy in all these years. All | would like toby the Minister. Tourism is a wealth generator and it is
say to the junior Minister, who runs into Cabinet every 10responsible for creating employment in this State. Although
minutes to say hello and be approved like a good little boy—more detail will come our way, | acknowledge that there is

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable some good news in this budget for tourism and that is very
member will refer to the matters that are within the legislaimportant, not only for tourism but for all South Australia.
tion, relating to the budget. Tourism is important to South Australia. We are a small State

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am, Mr Deputy Speaker. All  and perhaps that makes tourism even more important than it
| am saying is that, when the Minister enters Cabinet brieflynight be in other parts of Australia. We have to make every
to say how he is going to spend the money he is allocated ipost a winner with regard to tourism because of the benefits
the budget and then walks out after 10 minutes because hetlat are generated as a result of it and because of its multiplier
a junior Minister, he does not have a real understanding agffects.
what ordinary South Australians are going through. Sitting | note from the information that | have so far received that
there in the State Administration Building, the Riversidethere are some positive stories in this budget and they are to
building or wherever he might be sitting in his ivory tower, be welcomed. That is a good thing, and | look forward to
he is not quite sure what families are going through. | am surbearing the detail from the Minister in the Estimates Commit-
that there are families living in the electorate of Unley whotee. | note that additional money has been made available for
own quite expensive homes simply because the area hasarketing, and that is a positive step. Tourism has had a
appreciated very quickly, and many people who boughtange of successes over the last 12 months. One of the
homes in Unley would have paid a relatively cheap priceproductions that has created a lot of interest in the tourism
probably $120 000 or $130 000 10 or 15 years ago. Now, ofndustry is theBest Kept Secretsooklet. | have acknow-
course, they have seen their investment grow to abouedged that campaign in Parliament and in the community as
$400 000, but the Minister does not understand that, evelpeing a successful marketing piece which has obviously given
though the assets of those families have increased in valuassistance to the tourism industry, and anything that can bring
perhaps their incomes have not. more people to South Australia and can provide encourage-

For five years this Government has failed to turn aroundnent and incentive for people to move around the State and
the economy of South Australia. Because it failed to turn itake advantage of our great tourist areas is a very positive
around, it does not blame itself: it blames the Opposition anthing. | note that, for Stage 2 of thBest Kept Secrets
it blames South Australia. The only way that it feels it can fixmarketing campaign, $3.3 million is being made available,
that is by taxing ordinary South Australians. Last year thisand | welcome that.

Government increased registration astronomically. It put | also note that money is being made available for the
prices through the roof, attacking small businesses such &hortsprogram. That has also been very successful and it
taxis and attacking ordinary motorists, and now again thisleserves to be acknowledged, and | do so on behalf of the
Government has increased registration by $32 in this budge@pposition today. | wish those ongoing programs every
The Government believes that every motorist is a wallet orsuccess. They are important marketing tools and, although we
wheels. What does the Government expect to gain out of thighight be slightly at variance with the Government as to how
How does the Government expect to generate economibe publications are distributed in the community, in the main
growth by taxing every single consumer in South Australiave have given bipartisan support to them, and we have
simply because they reside in a house? certainly acknowledged that tiBest Kept Secretsampaign

Ms Hurley: They don’t know what they are doing. was very professional and of high quality. | would say that

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They do not know what to do. it has been successful. Perhaps it could be distributed more
It is policy on the run. It is blinkered policy. Government widely throughout South Australia, but | am really talking at
members are ideologically bereft of any new ideas. They havéhe margins here.
no capacity to stimulate thought or ideas to get this State | take delight in noticing that more money, some
moving again. | condemn this Government, this Premier, al$5.6 million, is being made available for international
the Ministers and every backbencher that supports thearketing activities, which is to be welcomed. More money
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is also being made available for major events, which we have The major concerns and problems in this budget—and |
had outstanding success with, and we need to continue tom now talking about specifics—are how major items such
build on these. As | understand it, money is also being madas health and education will be affected. It will be the
available for infrastructure, which I have spoken about in thigesponsibility largely of the respective shadow ministers on
House and which | have acknowledged. These are good newlsis side of the House to talk about health and education from
stories for tourism and | acknowledge them, as they deseneebig picture point of view, but | would like to talk specifical-
to be. Every post that we can make a winner for tourism willly about the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, about which | have
be a winner for South Australia. As | said, during Estimatedalked on a number of occasions in this Chamber, and which
I look forward to being able to get more detail about some of would imagine a number of people who are responsible for
the commitments that have been made in tourism. electorates in the western suburbs will at some stage touch on
However, | am somewhat concerned about the move tguring this opportunity that is made available to us.
accrual accounting, and | refer to Budget Paper No. 4, Once again, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is being king
Volume 1, paragraph 1.43 in regard to the portfolio statemeriit for six in this budget. Once again it is being highlighted,
for tourism. | have not been able to glean from the figures opicked out and treated unfairly. | can cite some specific
the previous year just how successful we have been ifxamples with regard to how that is occurring. In this budget,
attracting tourist dollars to South Australia, what the target&n extra $4 million is made available for the Queen Elizabeth
were for last year and whether those targets have bedmospital, when in June last year, less than 12 months ago, the
achieved. Thatis a concern. The move to accrual accountidginister for Human Services promised $55 million for the
also has its upside, but | am not able to deduce from ladiext three years for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Last year,
year's figures what was achieved and what the targets wertn the forward estimates, $14 million was allocated under the
Because | am concerned about that, | foreshadow that | wilteading ‘Accelerated Funding’. Butin this year's budget we
seek further information on that area from the Minister in thehave just $4 million. That is an absolute joke. This is a
Estimates Committee. In general, | am delighted thahospital in crisis which deserves far better and must receive
additional money has been made available for tourism. Thaetter attention.
is a positive sign and it is a good thing for South Australia, Only a couple of weeks ago, the shadow Minister for
and upfront that deserves to be acknowledged. Health, the member for Price _and | attgnded a public meeting
In my other portfolio responsibilities of recreation, sport at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital held in regard to the closure

and racing, it appears from my initial reading of the budgef the maternity section of that hospital. Can you think of
papers that it is approximately status quo. | am still working@"Ything more absurd than_clo’)smg the maternity section of
through the detail of those portfolio areas and | will pursugn® Queen Elizabeth Hospital? | cannot think of anything
those matters with the Minister as we work through Esti-more important. Naturally emergency services is critical to
mates. That is the good news. That is something that deserv@8y hospital, but beyond that, can you think of anything more
to be acknowledged and has been acknowledged. baS|p to the everyday running ofa_l hospital than the maternity
The bad side, however, talking generally, is that across th ection? Well, this is completely in tatters and fully exposed

community people will be affected by the measures that hav y this Government.

been put in place through new taxes and by the spending fqr I would have thought we would have got better from the
which this Government is responsible. There is not muc inister for Human Services who actually does have some

good news from the general areas that cut across all o Iredibility in the area of fl_mding for the health system. But
portfolio responsibiliies and across the community. Tha" respect of specific funding for hospitals, there is a lot to be

major concern is the emergency services tax, which will hipesire_d. In regard to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, a hospital
families and hit them very hard ’ in crisis, the redevelopment plans have been put off by the

lans to close the maternity and the cardiology services, and

These taxes on the various pieces of property will hityiq s just an absolutely diabolical situation that people in the
families very hard. They will be a large cost to every man,estern suburbs have to face.

woman and child in South Australia. It is estimated that After six years of indecision, with failed plans to out-

approximately $360 more will have to be paid per householdy e and to collocate a new private hospital, Dean Brown’s
This is money that the average person simply cannot afforg, o mise that the Government would redevelop the Queen
It will hit the family budget very hard and it will be respon- gjizapeth Hospital as a priority is completely in tatters. He
sible forcauslng serious and significant problems throughoy{ ;5 o credibility whatsoever when it comes to the Queen
the community. Elizabeth Hospital, and the Government is to be condemned

This is an unfair tax. Itis a bad tax, and it will obviously for its complete disrespect both for the people in the western
have a major effect on families. Included in this tax aresuburbs and for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
houses, cars, motorcycles, trucks, boats, caravans, jet skis, Here is a beacon in the western suburbs that has been in
houseboats and trailers. Nearly all forms of property will beexistence since 1952, that has serviced the broad community
roped into this tax measure. Taxes will increase by at leagf the western suburbs and beyond, that has now been king
$186 million, and this will be a major impost upon every hit for six again by this Government in this budget, where it
person in our community. is only given $4 million, when last year in its forward

| also refer to what this Government is doing with regardestimates it promised $14 million under the heading ‘Acceler-
to its expenditure. The expenditure has blown out. If lated Funding'. Further to that, in June last year, the Minister
remember correctly, we have a 7 per cent increase ipromised $55 million over a three year period. If that
expenditure, some 5 per cent above the current inflation rat&55 million is still coming, there is a long, long way to go,
We really have a Government that is out of control withand it has to come very quickly.
regard to its spending. Itis an over-spending Government and Constituents in the western suburbs are sick and tired of
it really must address these problems and do so very quicklst Conservative Government that will give no priority to the
before it completely gets out of control. western suburbs, that will give no priority to the health
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system, and will not put in place a fair and equitable systenspeaking in black terms about the budget, shortfalls, black
to all of the people of South Australia. If it is to be even halfholes and all the rest of it. Of course, with the GST debacle
fair dinkum, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is a priority, andwhich has taken place in Canberra this week, whereby the
stands out alone as the hospital that has serviced the westéddemocrats have become the GST Party, as an ally of the
area so well, but is now being king hit for six by this Liberal Governmentin Canberra, we do not really know the
Government. status of that arrangement between the States and the Federal
| have to say that constituents in the western suburbs;overnment but, clearly, it is not going to be what John
especially my constituents in Lee, will just not cop it. They Olsen thought it was.
will not accept it. They believe that the policies being put  Furthermore, the Olsen Government's record of poor
forward by this Government in regard to health, but moreeconomic management and waste leaves it with no authority
specifically with regard to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, argéo implement a heartless budget which penalises the house-
unfair. There is no equity, and they are just a complete jokeholds of South Australia. It is clear that the vast majority of
The other area which is very dear to my heart, which | will South Australians will suffer as a result of this budget. They
touch upon, is education. Being a former educator, | mightill suffer lower living standards in order to satisfy bean
say | have some bias in this area, but if we are to be a Statsunters in the Treasury and the ideological flag bearers in
that will move forward into the next millennium with any the Liberal Party. The excuse that this Government has
confidence, we must make sure that we get education corregiresented for almost all its appalling economic decisions has
It is one of the key building blocks of the community. It is been debt reduction, but the South Australian Government'’s
one of the key responsibilities of a State Government, andebt is not at crippling or unsustainable levels. Indeed, State
this State Government once again has cut into educatiaiebt today is less as a proportion of gross State product than
funding. It is simply unacceptable. it was 20 years ago under the Dunstan Government and
In the electorate of Lee, which | have the good fortune tdndeed less than it was 35 years ago under the Playford
represent, we have one high school and four primary school§overnment. In fact, State debt is at historically low levels.
and they are all doing it very tough. They are doing it tough | refer to an article by Matthew Abraham in tAeistralian
partly because of the policies of this Government, because @ff 23 March 1998 in which he noted the cynical manner in
the direction this Government is taking us with regard towhich this Government has tried to manipulate public opinion
education, and because of the cuts that this Government {i§ suit its economic policies. In referring to the debt of about
forcing upon schools. But where do we see the areas that agg 4 billion at the time, he said:
most targeted? It is no surprise that it is areas in the western This is erroneously referred to as the State Bank debt, even
and northern suburbs. _ ) though the collapse and subsequent Commonwealth bailout of the
Which are the areas that can least afford it? Which are thgtate Bank in 1992 accounted for $3.1 billion. The orderly
areas that can least tolerate these cuts? Once again, it is $1 billion asset sales program overseen by the now departed
surprise that it is the areas in the western suburbs. These dieral Treasurer, Stephen Baker, largely wiped out this debt, but
. . . thé Government keeps the lump sum alive, shifting it from site to site
the areas with the highest percentage of school card recipjpg
ents, areas where parents are doing it tough, areas where kids . L
from one parent families are going to school. These are theN€ increased taxes and charges in this budget are bad for
areas in our education system to which we must give priority>0Uth Australia on two grounds. First, they are unfair, and |
These are the areas we should be targeting, focussing dfer to three aspects. There is the emergency services levy.
giving priority to, and making sure we put in place the e do not know the full det'a|ls qf that but it seems at first
important infrastructure to give these kids an opportunity tg2!ance that the formula which will be applied will impose
get a quality education. itself much more harshly on lower income households

We must provide the opportunity to educators, administrar€lative to those who have plenty of income and, indeed, the

tors and parents to deliver a quality appropriate educr'sltiol;("nis,ter for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency
system. One thing we know for sure is that a quality educa>€rvices himself, who has been given the dirty work of
tion will not guarantee jobs but it will certainly enhance selling this levy by the Premier, has conceded that there are

chances. Not only will it do that, not only will it increase the somtla pfe(%ple in our community v;/ho W”kll be better off asl a
opportunities and the chances for our kids to go on to tertiar%;?Su tof the emergency services levy. The prime example is

a caravan whenever it's needed to justify a budget measure.

education and to go out into the marketplace to get a job, bifoMeone who owns a $400 000 mansion in North Adelaide.

it will give them greater confidence and it will be a building Unfortunately, it is not very reassuring to the vast majority
of South Australians that such people will be better off.

block for them as they move into the next stage of their life. e )
Itis a critical pathway as these people mature and go through Another aspect of the budget which is unfair is the ETSA
to whatever they are led to down the track. If we look at the@x and, at this stage, we assume that the Government is
details and specific figures that the shadow Minister fo£ommitted to that tax being imposed. It will also act regres-
Education, Children’s Services and Training will highlight Sively. When the opportunity was there, if the Government
in the budget, we see that they all come up bad for educatioM/@s to insist on increased taxation, it could have sought to

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! bring about a more progressive formula in the application of

the tax.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell):  This Government is using Thirdly, cuts to the critical areas of health and education
dishonest means to implement its obsession with cuttinglways affect those people who have less in our community
down the size of government. When the most recent fundingiore harshly than those people who are comfortably off,
arrangement was approved by the States and the Fedelscause those people who are comfortably off usually have
Government, Mr Olsen waxed enthusiastically about the greatther options. They have private schools, private health cover
deal he had done for South Australia. | am not sure it waand other options, whereas those people who are struggling
such a great deal but he was happy to make the most of it &8 make ends meet each week, whether it be with a pension
the time. Of course, when he returned to Adelaide he startggayment or a wage packet that has to be shared between four
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or five mouths, do not have options. So, when money is takeand thus abdicate many of the responsibilities that true
out of the local school system or when health care is restriceonservatives actually will admit to as rightfully being the
ed so that waiting lists are longer, they are the people who dplace of a responsible Government.

not have any other choice. _ | assess this budget as negative and damaging for South
So, the budget is unfair in a number of ways. Itis bad foraustralia. It takes South Australia in the wrong direction. We
South Australia for another reason in that it lacks sense igan only hope that the people of South Australia keep this

economic terms because, with the increased impost oglearly in mind when they approach the ballot box in a couple
households under the budget, the only real motor for econonaf years time.

ic growth in the South Australian economy at present, namely

household consumption, will be hit. I expect that it will My CLARKE (Ross Smith): It is interesting that, in
diminish over the coming year as a result of this budget. Thegerms of this budget debate that we are having currently, |
figures show that investment expenditure has been decliningoubt whether any Government members will get up and
over the past few years, even though the Liberal Governmegpeak in support of the Government’s budget. | have not been
has now had over five years to fix whatever problems ihere in the chamber all afternoon, but my Whip confirms that
alleges arose in the 1980s. The demand generated By Government backbencher has yet risen to his or her feet.
household expenditure is critical to South Australia’s \r Hanna interjecting:

recovery and a budget like this will damage those prospects Mr CLARKE: Why would they, indeed? Why would

severely. they want to get up and defend the indefensible? | am quite

The Government’s obsession with debt will retard . ) : .
economic growth and that means, in other words, that it wiIFonf'.dem that t_he phoneslln their electorate offices have been
running hot with complaints (as have ours) and howls of

diminish the prospects of a jobs recovery. After all, debt isoutra e from people on low incomes who are saddled not
not a dirty word and, as pointed out articulately by the 9 peop

: - nly with the ETSA tax but also with the emergency services
member for Peake, all major corporations and Governmenj%x at the rate that has been set by this Government. So, it is

around the world operate with debt. They do so for a ver owonder that no member of the Government so far has risen
good reason. It means that, as long as debt is manageable % heir feet to defend the indefensibl
sustainable within the constraints of ongoing income, a highe e!r cetto detend the inde en§| e . .
standard of living can be provided to citizens now. Not only ! Will not go through the budget in detail, because that will
a higher quality of life can be provided for the average citizerP® done in true style by the Leader of the Opposition when
but also the physical infrastructure that is necessary for thB€ makes his budget reply and also by our shadow Treasurer.
efficient operation of industry and the market, for example>9: | Will make some passing comments. What horrifies me
in terms of airports, roads and so on, can be provided. 1S that, as we all recognise, this is a very high taxing budget—
Capital in these areas obviously improves prospects foferY regressive taxation measures with respect to the average
industry and therefore for the people of South Australia ag/age _earner or those on fixed incomes or government
well. Governments are ultimately here to protect and improv@€nefits—and we will get out of the emergency services tax
the living standards of the people in the community rathef" ac_ldltlonal $100 million over and above that which was
than to provide balanced budgets. Balanced budgets arec@ntributed by the Government and from other sources
worthwhile goal depending on the circumstances but th&oWwards the maintenance of those emergency services. Yet,
ultimate reason why we exist is to protect and improve th@esplte that3|gn|f|ca}nj[ increase in revenue, our health budget
living standards of people in our community. We need tOW|I_I be cut by_$46 million and our cuts to education are still
adopt a long-term debt reduction strategy which maintain§€ing maintained rather than expanded upon.
demand and employment rather than implementing a radical If this Government had wanted to curry electoral favour,
short-term cost cutting agenda which will retard economidf it was to introduce such harsh taxation measures as it has
activity and place the lives of ordinary people in hardship. done then, at the very least, it should have then expended that
Itis entirely appropriate to fund long-term infrastructure money with respect to those areas that concern us most—
projects through debt as the assets built thereby are utilisg@bs, health and education. But, instead, in those two key
by many generations over a long period, and these genertdget areas, significant budget cuts have been introduced or
tions then contribute to the cost of such assets through theffave been maintained. Of course, this Government also
future taxation contributions. believed that a goods and services tax, as originally outlined
As an aside before | finish, it is interesting to note that weby the Prime Minister at the last Federal election, would be
still use the terminology ‘conservative government’ andimplemented in full and in accordance with the Heads of
‘Liberal Party’, despite the exposure of this current GovernGovernment agreement between the Prime Minister and all
ment as a group of people which collectively is quite radicaState Premiers only very recently with respect to what our
in its approaches in some ways. | am reminded of thétate and other States could expect by way of revenue share.
comments by the member for MacKillop, | think it was, one With respect to the deal done between the Prime Minister and
of our country squires, who is a true conservative. He is quitéhe Democrats, that will alter the equation considerably for
offended by a lot of the moves made by this Government, iffouth Australia and other States in relation to what revenue
particular in relation to the emergency services levy becaus#/e can expect in the future.
in its ideological commitment to making government smaller, | must say that, in some respects, | have some sympathy
this Government is demolishing not only the well being andfor Peter Costello—only in so far as, whilst | am opposed to
the social wage of the majority of people in our communitythe imposition of any goods and services tax, if you are to
but it is also demolishing a lot of the State’s valuablehave a goods and services tax it has to be made across the
institutions, such as ETSA. So, it might be called conservaboard. This Democrat proposal that we can have a goods and
tive but, apart from carrying the torch for moneyed people irservices tax by excluding food is a nonsense. The tax is a bad
our society, this Government is quite radical in the measuretsx, full stop, and should not be introduced. The current
it is willing to impose in order to make Government smallertaxation system, whilst it can be altered and improved, is not
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broke, when the Federal Treasury can produce a $5.5 billiokegislation last week when it was listed. The Minister blamed
surplus for this current financial year. yours truly and said that the Bill had been pulled because of
The goods and services tax will be a nightmare for smaline and what | had said in the Parliament last year about the
business (as alluded to by the Leader in his questions to thax being a wealth tax. | was right in 1998 and, no matter how
Premier today) to determine whether a piece of bread, if it hagou dress it up, it is still a wealth tax.
butter on it, will be GST taxed, or whether a portion of a | am not opposed to it in principle. | just want it to be
chicken will attract a tax but not the whole chicken. This will more progressive. | took it as an extreme compliment when
be replicated through a whole range of subject matters, arttie Minister said on radio that because of the words that |, a
that will cause endless confusion to the consumer and to thaere backbencher—on the Opposition backbenches, at that—
small business person, who will have to spend a fortune ihad spoken in 1988 this Government had been thrown into
terms of hiring staff or investment in computer equipmentsuch confusion and turmoil that the whole legislation had to
and the like, to be able to comply with the law. So, | havebe pulled, until they could address the issues | had raised in
some sympathy for Peter Costello. You either get the GSTy speech last year. | thank you for that, Minister. | did not
across the board and increase the level of compensation mralise that | had the power to change the course of events
you do not have a GST at all. But this half-baked measure isuch as you have described. | am sure that it will be useful for
an absolute nightmare for all concerned. me in the years to come to realise that | have such omnipotent
With respect to the emergency services tax, what thipower.
lesson has taught all members of this Parliament is never pass | would like to raise the issue of how we could more
any legislation unless you know what is in it first. When thiseffectively use our time with respect to another place—and
legislation was introduced last year, we all remember whathis comes within the budget because of the money we spend
the Minister of the day said with respect to the emergencyn maintaining Parliament. My views on that place are well
services tax: ‘Look, don’t worry about the fine details suchknown—it should be abolished. | will not speak on that at this
as how much money it will be, because we do not know hovstage; | have done so at length on other occasions. | hope at
much money yet. We are still working it out with our experts,some time | get the opportunity to speak on a Bill that will
we are still consulting with people and that will come throughactually abolish it. It is a bit of a nonsense that, at the end of
subsequently. Trust us. Pass the legislation now.” We on thilis week, this Parliament goes into a two week recess and
Opposition side pointed out that very obvious flaw abouthen we come back for two weeks of Budget Estimates which
passing taxation legislation without knowing, basically, whatinvolve the House of Assembly. However, the Legislative
isin it in terms of how much money it would cost the averageCouncil does not actually sit on those two weeks.
punter. I would have thought that they would have plenty of work
Itis unfortunate for members opposite in the Governmento do. | know that we use that Chamber for the purposes of
that they took the Minister at his word and the GovernmenEstimates Committee B. However, there are other places in
at its word when they said, ‘Look, we are not seeking to rais¢he parliamentary precinct we can use to hold Estimates
more money, essentially, than we are already getting. It wilCommittee B. Old Parliament House would be an ideal
just be a more efficient means by which to collect the tax.location, for example. The Legislative Council could proceed
At the time, | agreed with the Minister that the present systemwvith deliberating on its private members’ business and on its
of collecting insurance levies was inefficient, in that it did notGovernment business.
collect moneys from everyone who benefited from the We have yet to debate the local government legislation,
services that were provided—the under insured or the norand many hours of debate will take place. Itis a huge Bill, as
insured, and large corporations insuring overseas to avoigbu, Mr Deputy Speaker, would be aware. However, instead,
having to pay their fair share. Indeed, when | was the shadothe other place will simply go into recess for that two week
Minister for Emergency Services in 1997 | asked the therperiod and wander around like lost souls, with not a great deal
Minister (the now member for Bragg) whether or not he wago do except race out every now and again to the corner of
even contemplating changes to the way of raising revenue tding William Street and North Terrace, and shake hands with
fund emergency services, and | remember his answehe odd passing constituent to remind themselves what
distinctly: it was ‘No.” But that was in 1997 and, okay, the members of the public look like.
Government has changed its mind since then. It would be maximising the value of taxpayers’ dollars—
However, if we were spreading the net and ensuring thaind this is what we should be about in terms of looking at the
everyone was now contributing towards emergency servicesjay we operate and at the budget. During those two weeks
one would have thought—as the member for Colton andhat the House is sitting in Estimates the Legislative Council
others thought—that the overall net effect for those who wershould be sitting and deliberating on other Bills. | know that
insured would be, at the very least, a slight reduction irat certain times Ministers in the other place are required to
contributions or maybe even a break even point. You wouléppear before the Estimates Committees of this House, and
not actually have to pay any more money, because those whiat is a full-day session for most of them. They should be
were not paying would be caught in the net and would helghere by all means. That is no different from their being
to spread the burden. So, in theory, all of us who were insuredbsent from the Legislative Council when they have to go
would get a slight reduction in our contribution. However, interstate on ministerial business or whatever, and | am sure
that has not happened. The opposite has happened. Ttie rest of the Chamber could sit and deliberate on the various
emergency services taxation that will be collected is virtuallylegislation that is piling up.
25 times that which was collected or sought to be collected We all know that at the end of the session, in July this
in 1998, when this legislation was first talked about. year, there will be a lot of late night sittings, both in the
Listening to the Minister for Emergency Services on ABCLegislative Council and in this place, while we wait for Bills
Radio last week, | thought he was paying me a huge complier amendments to be considered and debated, and while there
ment. The Minister was asked by a radio journalist why theare conferences of both Houses on issues that cannot be
Government did not proceed with its emergency servicesesolved between the two Houses. A lot of time is wasted and



Tuesday 1 June 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1521

there is a lot of expense as legislation is jammed into thosdemolished and replaced. | trust that the Minister will be
last few days of the last sitting week of the session. answering favourably my most recent request with respect to
The two week break in June this year for the other plac¢hat matter.

is just not defensible, given the workload we may be |y conclusion, | will be very interested to see which

confronted with in July, and the Government ought to takesovernment backbenchers, particularly in marginal seats, are
this suggestion on board for future years to ensure that thgrave enough to rise to their feet to support the Government’s
other place is working whilst we are deliberating in ourpydget, because they know what their constituents think of

Estimates Committee. Easy arrangements can be made f@r| see the member for Schubert on the starters’ blocks: |
Ministers to be absent from the other place to attend beforgok forward to his contribution, as no doubt does the

Estimates Committees. They would be required to be at onQational Party.
of those Estimates Committee hearings only one day out of
that fortnight. Noto_nly would we not jam so muchin towards  pr VENNING (Schubert): | accept the challenge laid
the end of the session but also there would be the conseque,n by the member for Ross Smith. | am not saying that this
savings in overtime and other costs for staff. Also, quitgg 3 popular budget, but | believe it is a very responsible one
frar’1kly, we would not be drafting legislation in haste at 2 orgithough not necessarily a good news one. This is why we
3 o'clock in the morning, trying to cobble together compro-aye the problems that we have. Too many Governments in
mises at the last minute to clear the decks before we rise fpq past have delivered budgets just for good news, and it has
a two month break. , not been responsible budgeting. | have no problems repre-
I would like to talk about other matters, but I will conclude senting my people in here, because some industries in my
on just a couple of points. Whilst the Government hasyectorate understand, as they have been going through these
exempted people who live in Housing Trust homes fromgirajtened times. The Government should have been doing
paying the emergency services tax, as we all know, many,mething many years ago. We have to wake up to reality. As
people on low incomes, because of the size of the waiting,e premier said today in the House, the world is now a
lists on the Housing Trust, cannot get into Housing Truskmajler place. We have to govern in a world sphere rather
homes and are in the private rental market. Indeed, their regt 4 just in the small sphere we are used to. We cannot

is being subsidised in the private rental market by thgngyjate ourselves from the pressures of the world—of
Housing Trust and by Centrelink. Those people will bejyierstate or overseas economies.

paying the emergency services tax. The landlord will simply .
pass on the costs in the form of increased rent to those S0, | strongly take up the challenge laid down by the
people—people who are probably in identical financialr’ner’nger for Ross SmltS._As usual, as we _Woulddexp(.actl,.
circumstances as those who live in Housing Trust homes b@em e:ls opp%sne are Ielng r;)egaﬂ%/e, carplllng' an (;”t'cr?'
who will be exempt from paying the tax, and there is no ey really could not care less about the overall picture for the

provision for relief for those persons who are in private renta§tate‘ They should quietly applaud the Government for taking

accommodation on low or fixed incomes and who will have? tough stance, delivering a budget about which we have no

to pay the full extent of that tax when it gets passed on choice and giving assistance and alternative policies. | hate
I look at the schools in my electorate, as we all no doubl® hark back to the economic situation that we are in and why

do when we visit them on a regular basis, and | see a2 A% TR e CURE SO B
appalling backlog in maintenance. The Kilburn Primary 9 :

School had to use its Back to School grants to get its suppo Oour)|t|§ Of. molneyfwe are .taIE[ngb adbout, ﬁls million to
officers out of the verandahs they occupied and into _m' ion '_Sa oto money_m.t Is budget today. o
dedicated office area for those SSOs. It was an occupational Eightor nine years ago, Ministers could blow $60 million
health and safety matter; they could no longer work in make@nd not even bat an eyelid. One such example was the Hon.
shift offices that were created out of verandahs next td/r Klunder with the Scrimber program in the South-East:
classrooms. $60 million went down the drain, but nary a hair was turned.
Kilburn Primary School, for example, had to pay half the N this instance, we are mindful of the budget and very careful
cost from its back to school grant, which is not what back tc@bout our single millions, rather than blowing $60 million.
school grants are for. That should have been paid for out dfoelieve that this budget is responsible and is a budget for the
the minor capital works budget, but it did not get it. That istime. Most members on both sides of this House were
just one of many examples, not just in my electorate bugXpecting a budget such as this. When we compare this with
replicated elsewhere, of where school communities, becaus@bor's budgets, even with its last one in office prior to 1993,
of financial cutbacks by this Government, are being force@nd when we compare what it budgeted for and what the
to raid their back to school grants that should be used foptate got for its money, what was delivered?
maintenance around the schools or for the purchase of The only thing | can think of—and | am being very fair
additional computers, and the like, to provide basic serviceabout this—that the Labor Government did that we can still
that should be covered by the Government’s minor worksee and use is the dual highway from Adelaide to Port
program. Wakefield. That is the only tangible thing | can see that a
As | have written to the Minister, even a toilet block that Labor Government did—certainly for country people. | come
ought to be condemned at that primary school cannot bito this House and hear the rhetoric from the other side yet,
upgraded. The girls toilet is a former boys toilet that stillwhen it comes to waste, to planning and to budgeting, their
contains the urinals. What sort of message does that sendrecord is abysmal. | do not believe that we want to harp on
the girls of my local community that rough enough is goodforever about the problem of the State Bank. In fact, the
enough? It would not be tolerated in other areas. The boyBremier laid down the challenge today in what | thought was
and girls toilet block at that school is an absolute disgrace ana very fine ministerial statement. With one vote in the Upper
has been requiring work to be undertaken under the minddouse | believe that we can lay the State Bank debt, the
works program for years; we are still waiting for that to behistory and all the bad feelings to rest.
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One vote in that other House in relation to the sale oby Government to support the rural population, particularly
ETSA and that will all be history. Let us get the State backin the area of regional development. A few weeks ago, a
onto a sound economic base, so that the Government caeport was tabled on regional development from studies that
meet the areas of responsibility that it would like to meethad been carried out, and | have been reading through that
particularly in education, health, regional development andlocument. About some of it | could have said, ‘I told you so’,
all those areas where the Government is under a fair bit dfut in other areas it was a great education to me. | recom-
pressure, as members have highlighted from time to timemend that all members read the document because it is a very
Looking at the total outlays in the budget, | welcome the facgood one and | am pleased to note that the Government is
that even in these straitened times we are still increasing oacting upon it.
outlays by 5.2 per cent. Our capital investment is plannedto Turning to the Government's budget priorities, | am
exceed $1 billion in 1999-2000, which is very creditable,pleased to see in the area of primary industries and resources
considering the position. Also, there will be additionala $10.5 million variation upwards in relation to expenditure.
funding of $97 million over four years to meet the increasedrl hat is very worthy because, as we know, primary industries
demand for human services, primarily in health care. carry the State and it is a sector that will lift our economy,

We all know of the problems in health care, particularly particularly new primary industries such as aquaculture,
in relation to the physical conditions of our facilities. We which we heard about in the House last week. | also note that,
have heard about the problems at the Royal Adelaide, thie the area of human services, as | said, there is an increase
Queen Elizabeth and the Lyell McEwin Hospitals from all of $38.7 million, which reflects the Government’s intention
members on both sides of the House. | include my piece faio spend more money on upgrading infrastructure.
the Barossa Valley again. The Barossa has done very well One area in which | am disappointed is transport and
from this Government since it was elected in 1993, but airrban planning, which has received an increase of only
priority now is a new health facility, because the Angastor$3.9 million. One of my favourite subjects is roads and |
Hospital, along with the old Tanunda Hospital, will be closedwould have liked to see increased expenditure of around
in the future and we are in need of a new facility. | welcomed$10 million, but it is not forthcoming. However, even though
the announcement in this House on Thursday of last week iroads expenditure is not as high as | would like, | am very
which Minister Brown said that we are in the final stages ofpleased to note that the Government has agreed to an upgrade
arranging the purchase of land for a new Barossa healthand the sealing of Gomersal Road. Although it is mainly in
facility. the electorate of the member for Light, it affects my elector-

I am very pleased that in these straitened financial timeate most, and | have been lobbying for some time to have that
this Government plays it with a straight bat. We all know thatroad upgraded. So | am pleased that the Government has seen
this Government does not have to go searching for votes ffit to allocate $2.5 million over two years to that project.
the Barossa but is a creditable and honest Government. Under | am very pleased about that, as are the people of my
the Opposition, | am sure that we would not get anything likeregion and the people whom the member for Light (Hon.
that. Likewise, | believe that many members opposite thinkMalcolm Buckby) represents. The road is mainly in the
that the Government is being fair and equitable. | lookDistrict Council of Kapunda Light, which the member for
forward in the next three to five years to a new Barossa healthight represents, but both that council and the Barossa
facility, which would probably be the end of chapter 1 on myCouncil, which | represent, will have to asist the shortfalls,
list of demands that | have had of Government since being iand that will probably be about $500 000 each. There will be
this place for the past nine years. a considerable shortfall because the project will cost between

| also welcome the extra $66 million over four years that$5 million and $6 million. The remaining cost, hopefully, will
has been allocated for industry and tourism development artte picked up by the country roads program and by other
investment. A large share of that comes to my area of thagencies that we will attract as the project develops. | do not
Barossa, because it is steeped in tourism and its alliedelieve that a single project in the region will attract more
industry. | am particularly glad to see the Government'ssupport and public approval than that one.
contribution to the new Four Seasons resort, which is very Truck movements in the Barossa Valley are heavy and
close to completion. If any members had seen it, they woulihcreasing by the hour. The truck movements alone out of
be most impressed. The Government has had a vital part @rlando are horrific and causing all sorts of problems, not
play in that. In true bipartisan spirit, | will admit that it was only in the valley but also as far away as Gawler. In the
the previous Government that gave to that organisation th&awler main street, the traffic coming down the hill from
commitment of the $2.5 million toward infrastructure to Lyndoch is causing mayhem. | also welcome the support of
enable that to come about. | am ready at all times to admthe Gawler Council and its Mayor (Hon. Bruce Eastick). This
anything that the Opposition did when in government. affair has involved three local councils and, after 25 years of

The Kinsmen project is nearing fruition, and a marvelloudobbying, we will now have a direct route straight into the
asset that will be for the Barossa, since the biggest thing wieeart of the Barossa across open country. The heavy transport
lack now is four and five star accommodation for our manywill come across this direct corridor, leaving the tourists to
visitors from interstate, this State and overseas. | alsase the picturesque winding roads, which are suitable for
welcome the additional $4.5 million per annum allocated fortourists but not suitable for heavy traffic. After along period
regional infrastructure development. We have seen in thef lobbying and with the support of the member for Light and
headlines of recent days that, according to all the surveys, thhe three councils, | am very pleased that in these straitened
bush sees itself as being completely ignored by its cityimes the Government has seen fit to allocate this money to
cousins, and that people out there say that they really coulsring about what has been a long held dream for many
not care. people. | am very pleased and | very much thank the Minister

We have also seen the rise and rise of the One NatiofHon. Diana Laidlaw) for her endeavours in this matter.
Party, and a number of other reactionary Parties have arisen | also note the increase of $27.6 million in the area of
out of pure frustration. | am pleased to see any commitmergducation, training and employment. That is welcome
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because itis a special and very important area of high priorityVine and Tourism Association Centre is fully utilised and we
for this Government. To remind members of that fact, anow have excellent management under Barry Salter and it is
couple of days ago | visited the yet to be officially openednow doing what the people who set it up hoped it would do.
special education unit now attached to the brand newt is attracting a wide area of expertise and is a great source
Tanunda Primary School. To say that | was impressed is aof information not only in tourism but also in industry. |
understatement. There are currently five students in the unibngratulate those people.
and that number is being increased all the time. They are The new Tanunda Primary School is functioning well. It
being brought in one at a time so that they can acclimatiséhas modern architecture and is a modern school, but it is so
Gradually the unit is being built up to a workable number ofgood it is already full even though it has been open for only
15 to 20 students. a year. Hopefully the Government in the months ahead will

| had the privilege of meeting one student whose name ikok to increasing the accommodation. | believe it will bring
Riley. The teachers said that in the three weeks that he hagh a few transportables; that brings a smile from some
been there the difference in his behaviour had been heartepeople. Hopefully in the next year or two as the population
ing. The facilities in the unit to help the teachers handle thessettles, as it is increasing quickly, we will have extra facilities
children are fantastic. Riley cannot move at all but, with suctthere.
things as lifts or hoists on tracks on the ceilings and the extra | note the completion and opening of the new Nuriootpa
attention given by teachers to these children, a wonderfuligh School facilities, which are extremely popular; the
environment is created for them. It is built right alongside theGovernment got good value for money. It is a magnificent
primary school and all the children run around it. | was alsdfacility and it, too, has a special education unit attached to it.
most impressed by the way the primary school kids look afteThe only area we need to attach now in relation to special
the kids with special needs. | was pretty impressed and | tolfleeds is the early intervention part of it. | visited the kinder-
the Minister so today. | know that, in a few weeks, he will garten last Friday and will bring up the matter with the
have the honour of opening that unit. Years ago such childrerelevant Minister. Although the budget is not popular, it is
would have had little hope. Today these children withresponsible and most members would expect such a budget.
magnificent minds locked in unworkable bodies know that
we appreciate them and we love them, and in facilities like Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): In speaking to the Appropri-
this we can extend their potential to the maximum. ation Bill this year | will refer to the bulk of people in the

| also note a huge increase in the Government's expendsouth who are ordinary South Australians: they work hard for
ture in industry and trade of $46.2 million. | welcome thattheir living and work hard with their children to develop them
because it is very important to South Australia and, as hato have a stable and productive life, enjoying some recreation.
been quoted in this House many times recently, this GoverrMany people choose to live in the south because of their
ment is getting runs on the board. We lead Australia in manyecreational preferences. They like the sea and the hills close
areas and the areas that we have chosen to promote dng They like the fresh air and the general friendliness and
paying dividends for South Australia. It is all about jobs, it community spirit that exists in the south. Some of these
is all about future and, if we have no industry, it does notpeople who have chosen to live in the south to indulge their
work. The Government has its priorities right there. boating habit are among those who are wondering about how

Let us hope that the sensible thing happens and the ETS#uch more their boating habit will cost them and whether
sale gets that one final vote. If so, | believe that all theséhey can continue to afford this intense recreational pleasure
figures could change, although | put on the record that ththat they have been enjoying.
Government's first and foremost responsibility is to pay off  Itis these ordinary people—police officers, small business
the debt. However, | believe things will ease in all these areagperators, nurses, public servants and many other people in
to enable the Government to upgrade and increase fundinthe south—whose future depends on the vehicle manufactur-
particularly in the areas of job creation, industry and sustaining industry and various aspects of the automotive industry
able development. Itis easy to be gloomy and negative aboand all its associated products. They are feeling some
the budget, but | believe that we have done the right thing andnderlying tension as the continuing debate over tariffs
I think that members would agree that we are coping quit@roceeds. They are feeling increasingly edgy that they will
well. It is better than emergency management but | antave to find another $1 a day to pay out in Government levies
optimistic that we will shortly be able to sell ETSA and thenand charges. The tax of $360 a year is $1 a day with five days
the whole situation will be freed up. off for good behaviour, and it adds up. A dollar makes a

My electorate of the Barossa and regions north and southidifference to most families, whether they are trying to
particularly pleased with what the Government has done fostruggle on incomes under $15 000 or whether they have
itin the last few years, and | refer particularly to the projectachieved some measure of success and affluence, as have
that | led for clean water for the Barossa. Not a day goes byguite a number of people in my area, and are living on
without my constituents reminding me that they still have noincomes in the $70 000 to $90 000 bracket. Nevertheless,
got over the clean water that now comes out of the tap. Manthey will not find it easy to find $360 or $1 a day because
other areas of regional Australia are the same. Now, whethey are already committed—their expenditure is determined.
they turn on the tap, clean water comes out. People living iMost of us live on our income plus 10 per cent and these
Adelaide take that sort of thing for granted, but people inpeople who are trying to build themselves nice homes, furnish
country areas do not. The next priority for my electorate igshem and provide an education for their children have already
the roads. Some of the roads are not up to standard and | hofmd us that they will find it difficult to find $1 a day.
that, by 2005, the Government will have addressed most of The people at the lower end of the scale—those who often
the arterial roads. have been knocked about by the reconstruction in our

The Barossa Performing Arts Centre is going well. It hadndustry and are now living on social security or casual
taken some months to get off the ground and for people twvages—are desperate. They have no idea how they will find
realise it is there, but it is being utilised more all the time. The$1 a day and what out of their meagre budgets they will have
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to do without. Despite the very happy and successful peoplklinister for Human Services responded to a plea from the
in the south, we cannot ignore those who are struggling all thenember for Kaurna and me at a recent Southern Partnership
time. meeting and has established a working party to look at crisis

Recently | asked for some figures about School Carédiccommodation in the south. Crisis accommodation is some
entittement in the south. We looked at the comparisorof the need; long care accommodation is an additional and
between 1988 and 1998. | am sure that you know, Mr Actingseparate need.
Speaker, that there was a major revision of entittement to At the meeting on crisis accommodation we got some idea
School Card in 1996-97 so that about 20 000 families in thef just how desperate the housing situation is under the new
State at that time lost School Card. Despite that, every scho@ommonwealth-State arrangements. One of the agencies had
in the electorate of Reynell has had an increase in the numbé426 young people seeking housing over the past 12 months,
of children for whom School Card is received. In fact, nearlyand it was able to house only somewhere between 80 and 90
all of them have over 50 per cent of their students entitled tof these people (the figures get a bit indefinite because of the
School Card. Among the only ones that do not is the Reynellperiods that are involved). That means that over 300 young
Primary School (in one of the more modern more affluenipeople were not able to be placed by this emergency youth
areas), but families there are finding it tough, too, because iservice. They followed up to try to find out what is happening
1988 only 9.63 per cent of students received School Card. lto those young people and found that 155 are staying with
1998 that had gone up to 28.68 per cent. The local Catholifriends, thus quite often placing a burden on the families of
school—the Antonio School—had an increase in School Carthose friends; 73 have no fixed address; 23 are in other
entitlement from 14.42 per cent in 1988 to 35.21 per cent iremergency services, in their car, in a caravan or in a tent; 137
1998. are still at home in very unsatisfactory situations; and 38 have

The other two schools with less than 50 per cent ofust gone missing.
children on School Card are Morphett Vale High, which has In this day and age we should be able to do better by our
gone from 18.12 per cent in 1988 to 44 per centin 1998, angoung people. They are facing a very complex life. They are
the Reynella South Primary School which went from 22.5&aving demands placed on them to be able to perform and
per cent to 49.59 per cent—just falling below the 50 per cenplan their future that were certainly never placed on me. This
mark. That leaves eight schools in the Reynell electoratenorning at one of the schools in my electorate | learned that
where more than 50 per cent of students are entitled to Schoohildren in reception are already talking about their career
Card. That gives some idea of the struggle those familieplanning and trying to find out more and more about different
have each and every week in trying to pay the gas bill, ETSAobs in the community. | did not start working out what job
and the council rates as well as providing the basic food fof might like to have until I was well into high school. | never
their children and themselves. We certainly have manylanned that | would end up in Parliament. In those days |
people coming to us on a regular basis who cannot pay theihought that | was going to have four children and retire to the
water, gas and ETSA bills. home.

We also have a huge number of people desperate for Mr Venning: Four?
housing because they can no longer meet the commitments Ms THOMPSON: Four children, and | had their names
they have made in relation to their mortgages or rent as theplanned. But that did not happen, and | am very pleased that,
circumstances change or as the prices rise much faster thanstead, | am able to stand up here and speak out for some of
their fixed income. For so many of the people in our area whony community who cannot speak out for themselves. These
have done well or are doing well, some of the pressures ochildren are having that sort of burden placed on them—at the
their budget come directly from the Liberal Governments abges of five and six they must start thinking about their
Federal and State level. They are supporting their children fazareer. Then we have the situation where, with the complexi-
much longer as they have now to support them until 24 yearses of family life and the lack of support for so many parents,
of age in many cases when they are studying. They are payirigends up with these young people not being able to live at
incredibly high fees for TAFE, which is a very popular form home but having to do so all the same.
of further education in the south as it relates very well to the What really shocked me was the number of families who
sort of jobs that many families are used to and to which manpave come into my office seeking accommodation. One
children aspire. family with four beautiful young girls came in one day with

Some of them are renting out an additional property asiowhere to sleep that night. They had been in private rental
their superannuation because they are being told that the Statecommodation, but he had lost his job so the lease was not
can no longer provide for them and they have to provide forenewed. They desperately tried to get other accommodation
their old age. These people are not sure how the budget witiut, with no job, no emergency housing and huge waiting lists
work when they pay the emergency services levy on thawith the Housing Trust, nothing was available. On that day
extra property because they know that they will havewe were able to produce a miracle and find somewhere to
difficulty passing that on to their tenants who will have house that family that night. They subsequently came in to
trouble paying that bill. thank us, absolutely full of relief and joy. But they were still

Many small business operators in the area are feeling veigoing to face an uncertain future because, while we had found
distressed. They face the extra burden of paperwork from themergency housing, in six months they were going to have
GST and the many costs that is likely to bring, and then theyo find somewhere else to live. This was an ordinary Aus-
find that they are getting more State Government hits, wittralian battling family, usually doing okay, usually able to
very little in the budget that | can see that will help smalllook after themselves but, on this occasion, because of loss
business. | would be very pleased to learn of any details in thef work, they felt all the degradation, humiliation, fear and
budget that show support for small business in the south.ftustration of too many families for whom housing is a basic
hope that will come out during the Estimates process. need that is just not being met.

One of the biggest issues that we have to deal with in our | take this opportunity to thank the Minister for Human
electorate office is housing. | am very pleased that th&ervices for establishing a task force to look at crisis
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accommodation in the south, but I plead with his colleagueshe opportunity to see others parenting and have little
particularly with the Treasurer, to rethink the priorities andsupport—

direct more money to housing. Itis such a basic need inour The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Scalzi): Order! The
community. honourable member’s time is up.

I now turn to some specific issues in the south. | am very
pleased to see that the Noarlunga Hospital will be upgraded, Ms KEY (Hanson): My comments with regard to the
particularly in the accident and emergency area. Unfortunatdsudget will be on two levels: first, the portfolio areas |
ly, this does not meet all the needs of the Noarlunga Hospitatepresent and, secondly, specific issues which have been
This is an excellent hospital, and it is very interesting to noteaised by constituents and which are obviously relevant to the
that, at a time when a private hospital run by a privateelectorate. In looking at the budget papers | found the lack of
company in the area is closing down because it has not be@mformation overwhelming. As usual, | had to refer to
able to do satisfactory business, has not been able to run itseldbcuments made available through the Australian Council of
well enough, the private wards at the Noarlunga Hospital ar&ocial Service (ACOSS), the South Australian Council of
always full. | believe that this represents the excellent traclSocial Service (SACOSS), and the many different community
record of the public sector managers who generally run thegencies, including the United Trades and Labor Council
Noarlunga Hospital. | will be addressing that issue in a Publievhich does an analysis with the unions on the budget. To set
Works Committee hearing soon, so | will not go into detail, this into context, like the member for Lee | have tried to be
but | hope that the current plans meet all the needs. Howevappsitive when looking at the budget because | believe that
indications so far are that they fall far short. members on both sides are looking at South Australia’s going

Another area | was looking for information on in the forward. I am positive that most of my colleagues on the
budget relates to the TAFE college at Onkaparinga, particu@ther side certainly want to ensure that people do have a
larly the hospitality area in relation to food and beveraggeasonable standard of living in South Australia.
operations. Mr Acting Speaker, you will know that the  Butin saying that, | think we have ideological differences
Fleurieu is seeking to develop its reputation as a producer dhat change the approach of both the Labor Party and the
food and wine. We are placing greater emphasis on tourisnhjberal Party. The comment has been made a number of
and the City of Onkaparinga Council, together with a numbetimes by people outside our Parties that there is not much
of business organisations, is looking at how it can promotelifference between the Liberal and Labor Parties. There is a
growth in these areas to tourism and general food and windistinction in our policy not only in the industrial relations
promotion, because we produce some excellent products. Tlagena but also on many social justice issues. The point that
John Reynell Restaurant at the Onkaparinga College of TAFEticks in my mind in addressing this issue of the budget and
has traditionally been the training restaurant where some sfupply is one of Peter Reith’s many comments. On 9 July at
the students, in a very nervous and hesitating manneg business lunch, Mr Reith said:
produce fine food and pretty fine service which I try t0  Never forget the history of politics and never forget which side
sample each term. we’re on. We're on the side of making profits; we're on the side of

However, the restaurant does not look very much like @€0Ple owning private capital.
restaurant despite its beautiful view. The school, which i3 am not sure what Peter Reith’s other comments were at that
providing this much needed and excellent training, has beelanch, but that comment made my blood run cold and make
seeking an upgrade in its facilities for some time now. Theme wonder about some of the Liberal Party’s social justice
teachers feel that students will have a better education if thgolicies. Certainly, as | said, many members on the other side
restaurant looks like a restaurant. However, some fears hae¢ the House have made it very clear that they have a
been expressed recently that not only might the restaurant nebmmitment to social justice. | can only hope that Peter
be upgraded, it might not exist at all. | have not been able tReith's comments do not reflect the views of members of the
find anything in the budget, so far, which can reassure me obiberal Party in South Australia.
this matter, so | hope this will come out in Estimates. As | said earlier, | have had to rely on different publica-

| also cannot find anything about expenditure on theions on the budget that are made available through the
vocational education college which has been promised for theommunity sector to get some sort of sense of where we are
south and | hope that this is simply because the new systegoing. | am particularly drawn to an ACOSS document,
of accounting does not provide much detail. It certainly wasAustralians living on the edge’. A national survey found that
not mentioned in the Treasurer’s speech. Yet we have hagb per cent of community welfare agencies experienced an
about three announcements so far that this vocation@hcreased demand for their services over the past six months
education college is coming to the south, and both private angith 73 per cent expecting a further increase in demand over
public schools have worked together to put forward two prothe next six months. That is on two levels; first, community
posals for excellent delivery of service to enable our younghon-government agencies are now bearing larger responsibili-
people to maximise their chances of getting good jobs. Agairty for some of the social issues and services in our
I hope | find that information during the Estimates processcommunity and, as a result of winding down, privatisation,

Another facility which the south has been looking for andoutsourcing, commercialisation, etc. of what were considered
which has not yet been identified is an access changeovétate infrastructure and services, it is no wonder that
centre. The Minister for Human Services has shown mucgommunity welfare agencies are shouldering such a huge
interest in this facility and has been trying to work with the burden.
Commonwealth; perhapsitis in the Commonwealth budget, They say that the major reason for this rise in demand is
but we have not yet heard anything about it. There is also aot only the points | have just mentioned but also the fact that
great need for support for parents, providing resources to thibeir clients have been referred from Government agencies,
many organisations within the south that try to assist pareniscluding the offices of members of Parliament, to seek this
in their very difficult job. So many parents today have not hadassistance. One of the concerns of the community welfare
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sector is that it is not able keep up with demand and in somareas) and that, for many reasons, of which | am sure the
cases it has had to turn away people from these services. members are aware, the per capita income is very low. The
The other reliable indicator in relation to how people areaverage for the Yorke and Lower North regions was $15 090
living in Australia, and certainly South Australia, is the in 1996. | know that some of those families may have some
Henderson poverty line. | will refer briefly to the poverty assets on which they have to rely, but certainly as far as the
lines and the definition to make my point clearer. A documengash flow is concerned SACOSS raises grave concerns. They
from the Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Socialalso say that one third of rural families in South Australia
Research states that poverty lines are calculated on h@ve annual incomes below $16 000 per annum. As | said,
benchmark of $62.70 for the September 1973 quarter. Thigven if those families in the country have a number of assets,
was established by Professor Henderson, as many membdhéere is certainly a real concern for people generally in South
would be aware, in 1973. So, in 1973 we were using shustralia.
benchmark of $62.70. The document states: When comparing South Australia with what is happening
The benchmark income was the disposable income required a.t'ona"y’ | think most of the indicators Sh.O\.N that we are
support the basic needs of a family of two adults and two dependa@0Ing very badly as far as our standard of living and provi-
children. Poverty lines for other types of family are derived from thesion of services are concerned. | represent the seat of Hanson,
benchmark using a set of equivalence scales. The poverty lines ajghich comprises the western suburbs of Adelaide. What has
gfggtrecdagtgﬁgﬂgzﬁg%sgg%%gggléhiﬁggg?mark date using anindgxe, interesting about this last budget process is that
] . _constituents have contacted my office saying that they have
The document then sets out the different poverty lines ifyrave concerns about the emergency services tax and the
Australia in the Septer_nber quarter 1998. | W|I_I refer to theETsA tax. They point out how their cost of living has
level there because it helps us when looking at Southhcreased over the past year in particular. A number of older
Australian poverty levels, having regard to the definition Ipeople have said that they have found it very difficult even
have just outlined. The document continues: to feed themselves because of some of the increases that they
The poverty line for a family income unit comprising two adults have been asked to pay and are terrified by the concept of

and two dependant children where only the head of the family i®ven more taxes decreasing their weekly or fortnightly
working and including housing costs is $453.72 per week (Decemb%udget.

1998). This is a rise of $3.53 per week from the poverty line for the A number of the younger members of the Hanson

previous quarter (September 1998). . .

. . . . electorate have raised issues about school fees and also
Obviously, the issue of poverty lines is relevant when we heagjgipility for School Card. One can almost tell by their age
from the community welfare sector that the need for theig, ot jssue people will be raising about this latest budget.
services has increased and, in fact, treblgd in many [nstancqguite often most of the population do not seem to have an
In 1998, 47 per cent of the South Australian population Were,erest in the budget, other than where it hits them in the hip
in receipt of some form of Government aIIowan_ce. Over one,qcket—and | must say that is probably a pretty reasonable
year from 1997 to 1998 there was a 9 per centrise, SO We NOWay of assessing a budget. However, at my office (as the
have 53 470 people (inthe 1998 figures) receiving a disability, e mpers for Reynell, Ross Smith and Lee who spoke
support pension or some form of Government aIIowance._ I:[fﬁ]reviously have said), constituents are ringing up complain-
the years from 1986 to 1996, the number of South Australiaghy ahout the problems they have with accessing services and
households with incomes below 60 per cent of the averagg,ying their bills. A number of them are really concerned
weekly earnings rose from 25.8 per cent to 41.7 per cent. ot at the end of the month, they have no money left to pay
think members would have to agree that that is a Veryhejr water or electricity bills. | would have to say, judging
worrying figure for South Australia. by my constituents’ complaints—and may | say my own

Again, | refer to the poverty line. The number of families pydget—that a lot of these costs are starting to bite.
and individuals living on the poverty line has increased. In  \wjith the news of the GST and the nonsense about some
1996, 22.8 per cent of all South Australian households haghods being taxed and some foods not being taxed, | have real
incomes below the Henderson poverty line. The tablgoncerns about whether some of the homeless people in
outlined in the South Australian Council of Social Servicegqyth Australia will be fed. We have a number of street kids
Inc. budget submission for 1999-2000 shows, on detailghose survival depends on a van pulling up in Hindley Street
prepared by Anglicare, that 107 328 households, comprisingng giving them soup each night. Having been out on that van
191 616 South Australians, are in poverty, and of those (ang number of times with colleagues of mine from the trade
I am sure figures can easily be put to one side) 39 88¢njon movement who perform that work every night, it is
Ch||dren were COVGI’ed We are ta|k|ng about South Austra“q«;ea”y Worrying to see the age Of the people Who ||ne up for
our State, not a Third World country. soup. Most of them tell me that they spend their money on

Among single parent households, 45.2 per cent, or 33 848rugs—and, certainly, that is not something that | condone
households, were below the Henderson poverty line. Loner support—and, because of their circumstances, they cannot
person households did not fare very well, either, with 52 70%fford to eat or to live anywhere. It is obvious from just
people classified as being in poverty. | must say that we havstanding next to them that many of them do not have the
a big case to answer for when we look at the distribution ofuxury of bathing, either. They are a pretty sorry sight when
poverty amongst South Australian families. | say ‘we’, you see them lining up for the soup. | know that we have had
because | believe that this is something that we as representsome hard times in Australia before, but it is absolutely
tives of people in South Australia should be working towardsjisgraceful to know that we in Adelaide have young people
changing. lining up to be fed every night. These kids have nowhere to

The South Australian Council of Social Service Inc. alsogo; they have big problems.
notes that some of the poorest regions in South Australia are My other shadow portfolio area which is a very difficult
the Yorke Peninsula and Lower North regions (which, | amarea and with which | have been trying to grapple is that of
sure, would be of interest to the members representing thog@uth affairs. Just looking at the unemployment facts is
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enough to make one wonder where we are heading in this APPROPRIATION BILL

State. We also need to look at some positive programs to

ensure that the 8 700 people between 15 and 19 years of age Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
who are unemployed in South Australia and the 89 600

people aged from 15 to 19 years who are unemployed Ms KEY (Hanson): In summary, | hope that Peter Reith’s
nationally receive training and obtain some meaningful workcomments regarding the making of profits and people owning

South Australia is the only State to see a decrease i@pital are not a reflection of the State Liberal Party’s
employment numbers, with 22 800 jobs being lost in SouttPhilosophy. Although I understand that we obviously need to
Australia between 1997 and 1998: 15 100 part-time job§ncourage industry in South Australia, that we do need to
disappeared and nearly 8 000 full-time jobs were also losfnake profits, that we do need infrastructure investment and

Obviously, the very high unemployment rates that soutfihat we need people who own private capitql, | also believe
Australia suffers are of great concern. that we need to look at people who are not in that category

The picture for South Australia is very grim when one ar\m;lji\;]vlcwgrg:;eltgrﬁL\u/lr'\a/;vesgght(ce)rS%n ttr;li\tsghcéarlnvgig ?egre(r)l?g/gt):a
looks at the figures on employment rates to which | referreé]0 : y y
wage case brought down last Friday, whereby the workers

earlier and the number of people living on a Social Securit ho are the most vulnerable and unorganised in our South
wage, in concert with the fact that the social welfare agenc'(%ustralian community were told that they could have a

are absolutely bursting to the seams trying to provid geagre pay rise but that they might have to put off getting

services. Although, as | said earlier, | am very concerne h .
about getting negative, | think some definite programs nee at $10 a week pay rise for another 18 months, did not seem

to be implemented to ensure that we provide employment an
dignity to people so that they can earn some money and hav

areasonable living. For every job vacancy in South Australia, ouse last week. the introduction of youth wages and the new

27 people can apply—and these are just the register - e 3
unemployed. As we know, a huge number of people make ut?cheme for people to negotiate their living wage is of great

; - to the Opposition and does not contribute to the
the hidden unemployed and they, too, could apply for that jo oncem .
: : : : philosophy that we should make sure that we have a working
vacancy. It is obvious that we are doing something Wronggxrief to improve the standard of living in South Australia and

ensure that we have some big increases. accessto jot_)s and tra}inin_g. This does not seem to be reflected
. . in the associated legislation now before us.

A number of concerns were raised by the various youth
organisations in South Australia relating to the budget. Ny SNELLING (Playford): This budget is a budget of
However, there were some ticks with regard to the Stat@|enty of pain but, unfortunately, no gain. In South Australia
Government trainee program. | should have hoped that thﬁeople are not stupid, and they would be willing to undergo
numbers would go back to at least the 2 500 figure. Thagome hardship in order to get South Australia’s books back
seems to have been missed by the Minister, and | do NG} order, that is, to reduce the debt that this State Government
doubt that the Minister for Youth Affairs is concerned aboutizces. But whilst this budget inflicts plenty of pain and whilst
employment for young people. However, one of the successeople are expected to undergo a great deal of hardship, there
stories is that the trainees—and most of us have had thg g real gain in terms of repaying debt; in fact, the State has
honour and the opportunity of having trainees in our office—, small budget deficit—a further contribution to the debt it

be the sort of philosophy we in South Australia should be
oking for.
In terms of the industrial relations Bill that was before this

obtain jobs and participate in our community. already has.
. In 1997, before the last State election, we were told that
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] the finances had rounded the corner, that things were looking
bright again, that the Liberal Government had broken the
EXPLOSIVES (BROAD CREEK) AMENDMENT back of the debt, that there was plenty of sunshine and that
BILL South Australia had a bright future to look forward to.

o ) o However, straight after the election, the truth was revealed:
The Legislative Council agreed to the Bill without any the Government had not made any contribution to getting the

amendment. State’s finances back in order and, as a matter of fact, we
were in trouble similar to the trouble we were in all along. It
LISTENING DEVICES (MISCELLANEOUS) is not good enough to say now that we are back where we
AMENDMENT BILL started.

| briefly want to run through some of the areas in which
The Legislative Council requested that a conference bpeople in my electorate are being forced to suffer because of
granted to it respecting certain amendments in the Bill. In thehis Government’s financial incompetence. Many people
event of a conference being agreed to, the Legislative Counatome into my office, and one of the major problems in the
would be represented thereat by five managers. community seems to involve mental health and the running
down of the resources given to mental health. We are seeing
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Industry and people being forced out of institutionalised care, which is
Trade): | move: fine, but once they are placed out in the community and left
That a message be sent to the Legislative Council granting i fend for themselves the resources that you would expect
conference as requested by the Council; that the time and place fiat they would get are just simply not there. They are being
holding it be the Plaza Room at 10 a.m. on Thursday 3 June; and théirown back into the community, left to look after them-
Messrs Atkinson, Conlon, Evans, Hamilton-Smith and McEwen besg|yes, and left to cope with their iliness without any of the
the managers on the part of the House of Assembly. resources and assistance that you would expect that they
Motion carried. should receive.
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That is reflected in a lot of problems in the community. with closure; under Focus 21 the police force was rationalis-
Unfortunately, our Police Force is often being left to do theing its police stations. In the Salisbury zone there are two
mopping up, and things are happening that could easily bpolice stations, the recently built one at Salisbury and the
prevented with just a few more resources to allow people withongstanding one at Para Hills. There was a proposal to shift
mental illness to live in the community but with the assist-Para Hills out, move to Salisbury and close the existing Para
ance, resources and so on that they need to enable them toldiis Police Station. Whilst that did happen, fortunately the
so. Otherwise it is just a false economy because, while yotiea Tree Gully division needed a new police station and was
might be saving in one area, you are certainly suffering a loshifted in, so the Para Hills Police Station kept going.
in terms of police call-outs and various other problemsHowever, as far as | am concerned, the future of the Para
accompanying mental illness when it is not being properhHills Police Station is still unclear.
treated. The Government has some long-term plans, | imagine, to

On average, at least once a day | have someone contact ryild a new police station, perhaps in the Golden Grove area
office because they have had a bad experience with the healtthere there is a lot of growth. Whilst | would welcome that,
services of this State not because of the professional peoplem very concerned about what might happen to the Para
who work in those areas but simply because those people ddills Police Station when that happens. Para Hills Police
not have the resources they need to do their job properly. Thgtation provides a vital service in that area. It is a well-known
obvious problem is that of waiting lists. Much suffering is fact that crime (particularly petty crimes such as home
caused because people are not treated through relativdbyrglaries and so on) is significantly lower in areas where a
straightforward procedures—we are not talking about triplgpolice station exists. | am in no doubt that, if the Para Hills
heart bypasses—that can cure someone’s problem and enéalice Station were to disappear, crime in my electorate
great deal of suffering. People are being forced to waitvould increase substantially. It provides a vital service, so |
months and months—and in some cases years—to have theiould like some guarantees to be given about the future of
problem treated. As | said, these cases often involve fairlyhe Para Hills Police Station. | do not want a shopfront police
straightforward procedures. station: the existing Para Hills Police Station has to remain.

We are also seeing ward closures and hospitals having to | am concerned also about the running down of police
discharge patients who quite clearly need further treatmerstervices in general because, on the Saturday after Good
or at least further hospital observation. From my ownFriday, Holy Saturday, a very nasty incident occurred in my
personal experience, | know that at present women are beirgectorate at one of the local football clubs. A young man was
discharged a mere three days after giving birth, and there &tabbed in the chest a number of times. It was obvious to the
talk in the media about women being sent home even soongreople at the club that a bit of trouble was brewing and that

Those of us who have had anything to do with childbirthsomething could happen, so a call was made to the police.
know full well that on the third day after childbirth a woman When a call is made to the police, it is prioritised. If it is life
is often going through a pretty hard time. Her hormones aréhreatening, the police are there almost instantaneously but,
fluctuating; if she is breastfeeding, the feeding is just startingf it is of lesser priority, the wait might be some minutes,
properly, and all the sorts of things associated with gettindhours even, depending on how serious the incident is for
used to having a child are really starting to kick in on thatwhich police attendance is required.
third day. Yet we are seeing women being sent home on that On this occasion the call was made and it was given a low
very day when perhaps the need for them to remain ipriority because it concerned just the threat of trouble
hospital is at its highest. | suggest that many cases of posrewing but, about 20 minutes after the call was made,
natal depression could be prevented simply by giving womesomeone was nearly fatally injured. | can think only that, if
at least a couple more days in hospital before their being setite police had the resources they need, they would have been
home. able to respond to the first call. They would have been able

I know that that is completely out of the question as far ago respond when there was the hint of trouble. If the police
this Government is concerned, because not just in this arded been able to turn up when the first call was made, they
but in so many other areas people with often quite seriougiould have been able to disperse the participants and move
illnesses are being discharged from hospital long before thgyeople along, and the young man who was stabbed would not
should be. Their doctors would much rather that they remaihave been so badly injured. As itis, police are stretched to the
in hospital under observation or under treatment for muchimit. However, | commend the police officers because, as
longer, but they are being discharged simply because thgon as the person was injured, they were there almost
hospital needs to free a bed for someone else. It is absolutetyraightaway, but it was too late. The person had already been
appalling that this is going on in a civilised society. very badly injured and | can only think that, if the police had

Modbury Hospital, which is quite close to my electorate,the sort of resources they need, such a nasty incident could
is probably the main hospital to which my constituents go folhave been averted.
hospital treatment if they are unfortunate enough to require | am also very concerned about the state of education
it. By all reports to me from the people who are seekingservices in my electorate and the strain that teachers are put
treatment there, the privatisation of the management afinder. Increasingly, they are being forced to teach and care
Modbury Hospital has been a complete disaster, an abomifier more students with fewer resources. That sort of running
nable failure, and people are suffering terribly because of thdown of public education will force parents to send their
complete failure of this privatisation experiment. | am gladchildren to private schools, so more parents will have to come
to see that the experiment has not as yet been continuegh with the money to send their children to a private school.
anywhere else, and | encourage the Government not to gihat is very unfortunate because parents should have full
down that path with any other hospitals, given the completeonfidence in our public education system. They should be
failure with Modbury. happy in the knowledge that by sending their child to a public

Para Hills Police Station, which is in my electorate, is aschool they can be guaranteed that their child will be given
very fine station which, a couple of years ago, was threatenegl/ery chance in life. | am concerned also with the Partner-
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ships 21 initiative that the Minister has launched, becausby 5.2 per centin real terms is an indication of a Government
anything with ‘21’ attached to it seems to be an excuse to cutnable to control its expenditure.

costs and to run down resources available to public education We have heard many lectures from members opposite
or any public instrumentality. | am very concerned about thatabout the need for budget discipline and for the realities of

When | first heard about the emergency services levy thdtudget cuts but, at the end of the day, in these difficult times,
was introduced by the Government in last year's budget, With revenue increases barely keeping up with inflation, and
thought it had a fairly sound basis in terms of fixing theclearly with levels of debt that require a degree of servicing,
inequity that arises because only those people who insue do not need a Government that is spending beyond its
their property and therefore pay the fire services levy pick upneans.
the full cost of our emergency services, while people who do  Mr Scalzi: Oh!

not take out insurance are just freeloading and expect the rest Mr FOLEY: The member for Hartley says ‘Oh!’. The
of us to pick up their costs. member for Hartley, with all due respect, would know little

It seemed an equitable thing to make all property owner@f budgets and would know even less of how one would

make some contribution to emergency services, but it ha ckle— S
become clear over the past 12 months, particularly in this Mr Wright interjecting: .
budget, that this is not correction of an anomaly or an attempt M FOLEY: Need | say any more—an economics
to fix an inequity but simply a blatant, undisguised attempfeacher! | fear for the students in 18 months time when he
to raise revenue. It is simply a bare-faced attempt to raisikes back to th_e chalk board if Fhe membgr for Hartlgy
revenue, often from the people who can least afford it. AffYould be any indication of the quality of teaching. As | said
interesting observation was made by Professor Cliff Walstpefore. | will have a word to my colleague the member for
on radio on Sunday night, namely, that the levy should be se@Y!0r and perhaps we can find a position for the member for
not on one’s entire property value but, if it is to be for artley yvhere he W|II_do_I|ttIe damage with the students.
emergency services, on the improvements to one’s property | 1€ important point is that you cannot have a budget
value, that s, just for the house and not the land as well. Eveff"ning ata 5.2 per cent real increase in outlays at a time of
if your house burns to the ground you still have the value o€, low inflation and indeed extremely low gross State
your land. The house value is what disappears, so it would gyoduct growth. The member for Bragg stands their staring
far more equitable for such a levy to be set on the improvedt Me- | am not sure whether | should be concerned or
property value and not just on the value of the property itselfin€asy!
S Members interjecting:
Mr Scalzi interjecting: ) Mr FOLEY: Listening with interest!
Mr SNELLING: The_z member for I_—Iartley seems a I|ttIe_ Members interjecting:
confused—maybe | will speak to him afterwards. He is  \r FOLEY: He would, and | suspect that the member for
startled like a rabbit in the spotlight, ready for Labor to takegragg would not run his businesses with expenditure growing
him out. at 5.2 per cent if his revenues were neutral or indeed declin-
With the emergency services levy | have never had sing. The point needs to be made that all of us who have been
many calls to my office on a single issue. In the two yearsn this place for the past five or six years have gone through
that | have had the honour to be a member of this Housea period of very difficult budgets. Former Treasurer Stephen
have never had so many people ringing me up about a sing@aker did not have an easy job, and we never said he did.
issue. We have taken many calls over the past few days since The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
the budget was introduced with people quite upset, annoyed, Mr FOLEY: Of course we criticised him, as was our
and many quite frightened by the ramifications of thisrequired role under the Westminster system. However, at the
measure. This measure will be the Government’s deatend of the day, | believe that Stephen Baker was able to
warrant. The Government will feel the full brunt of the wrath maintain some discipline with his Ministers that clearly the
of the electorate. | draw the attention of the member forcurrent Minister is unable to do. As we pull the budget to
Hartley to this point, who will be the unfortunate victim of pieces we see some significant glaring anomalies, none more
this measure. than the decision to hold over dividends from SAAMC (the
bad bank) from last year’s budget to this year's budget. To
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | rise tonight to speak on the enable this budget to balance we have had to hold over
Appropriation Bill. For a number of budgets | have been thenoneys from a previous year.
Opposition shadow Treasurer and have responded to the On top of that, we have seen for, | believe, the last two
budget. The lead speaker will be the Leader of the Opposbudgets an increase in the pay back period for unfunded
tion, who will speak a little later—perhaps tomorrow evening.superannuation liabilities, which are now scheduled to blow-
Some issues need to be addressed in this budget. From thet to some 35 or 40 years. Clearly that requirement has
outset | would have to say that this is a very sloppy budgetenabled the Government on paper to balance its budget, but
Since the Hon. Rob Lucas in another place has taken over thige reality is that it is structurally in deficit. Here we are, after
role of the State Treasurer one of his features has been sloppix budgets of cuts and six budgets of a Liberal Government,
work. | can only fear what might have gone by in years pasand our budget is still structurally in deficit.
with the education budget if the work he has undertaken as | want to say a little about our debt and indeed issues of
Treasurer in the past two years is any indication—very sloppthe debt servicing cost. | note that in the forward estimates
indeed. One of the concerning features of this budget is theet interest payments are scheduled to be some $468 million
significant overspending undertaken by this Government. Wen an outstanding budget debt, depending on which table you
have seen a 7 per cent growth in outlays—in real terms 5.bok at and which comparison you make, of somewhere
per cent. We can balance that with inflation expected at 1.7Between $4.7 billion and a figure in excess of $5 billion. That
per cent and State Gross Domestic Product around or a littkells us that Treasury is forecasting average interest rates on
under 2 per cent. For a Government to be increasing outlaysur outstanding debt of roughly 9.5 per cent. | find that a little
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difficult to understand, given that a considerable amount oforning saying that he would have to go back to Treasury
debt was rolled over in recent years at figures of 4.5 to 5 pesisking for more money because he had obviously made an
cent. error in his budget forecast.
Much debt is due to be rolled over in the course of the The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting:
next two to three years that, we would have to assume, would Mr FOLEY: The Minister says that that is not true. |
attract a rate much closer to 7 per cent, if not below 7 peheard it on the radio.
cent. | would be interested in the Estimates Committee The Hon. M.R. Buckby: Did you read the press release—
process to ask the question why net interest payments are Mr FOLEY: | heard it on the radio. Within three days of
forecast to be still about 9.5 per cent, if not more, given whathe budget, the Minister for Education is already having
I should have thought would be a much lower average rate afouble with his budget. We have not entered the new
interest, and given the low interest environment we have bedinancial year and the hapless Minister is already getting his
in now for a number of years and which is forecast tonumbers wrong. | hope that the new CEO of the Department
continue for some years. for Education is able to balance his budget and to manage the
Notwithstanding the obvious issue to do with managindfinances of the education portfolio a little better than his
our debt, | would have thought that 9% per cent in threeMinister.
years' time was a significantly higher number than would be It is important that we hone in on the issue of spending
accounted for in our books. | make no other allegation thaecause Cliff Walsh was extremely critical of this budget
the fact that | think that is an issue that needs to be inquiretbday and some points need to be made. When one looks at
into when assessing our situation. Because this Governmethte reconciliation statement in the budget—and can | have
has been incapable, either because it has simply been veygur indulgence, Sir, as | hold up this document to read it
sloppy or because the big spending portfolios or a whole rafitvithout displaying it—net outlay increases in terms of policy
of capital works projects have been able to get through thehanges since the last budget are averaging some $75 million
Cabinet process, we are now seeing the Government inta $80 million per year and notation D states:
position where it has been forced to bring in two significant reflect Cabinet spending decisions made since the 1998-99
taxes. Notwithstanding the events of the past five or sibudget including specific high priority initiatives and provisions to
hours, clearly the ETSA tax is a con, and | will explain why meet unexpected cost pressures and any further new policy
shortly, but, more importantly, the emergency services levy"tiatves.
is a tax introduced by this Government as nothing more thaBo, since that 1998-99 budget, this Government, this Cabinet,
a poll tax, a tax which was designed to raise much more thahas authorised $75 million of recurrent expenditure over and
was ever needed or intended for emergency services babove what it budgeted for. That is a figure awfully close to
which was a neat way, in the Government’s view, of beinghe ETSA tax that this Government has brought in. One has
able to find more cash to fund its significant blow-out into ask the question: who is in control of your budget?
expenditure. Looking at some of the significant increases in capital
With the ETSA tax, | was interested to note in the forecasexpenditure, we have talked often about the white elephant
of the performance of ETSA Corporation, quite apart fromof a soccer stadium at Hindmarsh—a soccer stadium costing
Optima Energy and Genco, that ETSA is forecast to have agver $30 million.
increased tax equivalence for company tax. From my earlier The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
calculations itis a 25 per cent increase, but how much of that Mr FOLEY: The member for Bragg says that it will not
is the ETSA levy flowing through to profit | have not been be a white elephant. It might not be a white elephant during
able to work out, but it has to be said that there is a forecaghe Olympics, | will give him that—
increase in profitability for ETSA Corporation because itis The Hon. G.A. Ingerson:It's the same white elephant as
simply paying more tax equivalence. On the other hand, w&ootball Park was 25 years ago.
have a decline in dividends. Mr FOLEY: The member for Bragg said that it will be
I would have thought that, if a business was growing andhe same white elephant that Football Park was 25 years ago.
there was an increase in company tax to be paid, indicating/ell, we know what the member for Bragg was doing 25
increased profitability, the dividend flow would certainly not years ago: he was trying to stop us from having lights at
be in decline but should be increasing. There are questiorfotball Park.
to be asked. Having said that, it may be somewhat academic The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: Sixteen years ago.
given the events of the past few hours but still there are issues Mr FOLEY: Sixteen years ago. We all recall the member
of accountability and presentation in this budget that warrarfior Bragg’s efforts to destroy a significant improvement in
significant questioning. our premier sporting arena; it was a black spot on the political
I notice that the Minister for Education, Children’s history or the political record of the member for Bragg as he
Services and Training is in the Chamber and there has beevas out there getting his petitions and royal commissions.
enough in the past 48 hours about which we should be The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
concerned with the administration of the education portfolio. Mr FOLEY: And Max has never forgiven him. Well, a
I note that the Minister issued a press release yesterdgood mate of mine’s old man was there with you; my good
morning, | think, saying that he needed more money from thériend Howard Nottle’s father was there with the then
Treasurer. | have to say that any Minister who, within threecandidate for the seat of Albert Park. That is a sidetrack: the
or four days of the budget coming down, is asking themember for Bragg is interjecting out of his seat.
Treasurer for more money is a Minister who is simply noton | was referring to the white elephant—the Hindmarsh
top of his job and, whilst | have little sympathy for this Soccer Stadium. The average crowd is 4 000 people and we
Treasurer, | would simply share some sympathy with thénave a stadium that will seat 25 000 people. At the end of the
Hon. Rob Lucas in another place who must have been wipinday, if that is the priority of this Government, so be it. But it
the sweat off his brow. There we go—we have an Educatiors important for the Opposition to ensure that people under-
Minister hitting the airwaves with a press release yesterdagtand where this Government’s priorities are.
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The consultants to date on the ETSA sale have cost some Mr Hill interjecting:
$38 million. Instead of paying for teachers, nurses, doctors M FOLEY: Yes. | think that, faced with that choice, the
and police, we are paying some $38 million to consultantreasurer would want to hope that nobody would pick up the
such as Morgan Stanley and others. | think that indicates thisweat rather than to wipe his brow with a handkerchief in the
Government's lack of priority. But, there are many examplesyay he did.
of waste and many examples of significant capital works It has not been a good week for the Treasurer. Under

blOVMV'rogézltzhiai‘;the?Y:cg‘;St_ this budget dearly. pressure the week before last, when asked in Cabinet about
Mr FOLEY: TJhe mgr.‘nber for Hartley can sit there and issues to do with _the ship breaking indust_ry at Pelican Point,
chirp away, bl',l'[ it will be the honourable member who will the Treasurer said, | was too busy closing down schools.
’ \When | debated the Treasurer on radio the other night, I think

have to go down every street in his electorate and knock Oflis words were that he was a tough Minister; he got rid of 400

every door and explain to constituents why the Govemme%achers. | say to the Hon. Rob Lucas of another place: he

is unable to balance its budget and why the Government 't%ay regret that. | can just see the election advertisements

putting painful taxes on the electors of Hartley. | can assure o v 1 was too busy closing down schools,” and ‘| was the

the member for Hartley that every door he knocks on our : P Thic
candidate will be knocking on shortly thereafter. As you sitone who got rid of 400 teachers” This is a shameful budget,

one about which the Treasurer should be ashamed.
on your .1 per cent—

Mr Scalzi: It's .9 per cent.

Mr FOLEY: Trust me, between .1 and .9 there is not
much difference. | have it at .1 at present; it might have bee
.9 at the last election. Am | able to disclose some of ou
internal polling?

Mr Hill: Il shock him too much and upset him; no.

Mr FOLEY: Can | give him an indication of our internal
polling?

Mr Hill interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: You are about 3 per cent behind, Joe. Tha
is 47 per cent.

Mr Scalzi interjecting:

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): |thank the member for Hart for

is elementary economics lesson. This is a responsible
Eudget. Itis a budget that we had to have in order to continue
with the sound base that this Government has established in
this State in the past five years. It is a budget not about
| having recessions—and some might remember the words of
a former Prime Minister about a recession that we had to
have. This Government has never gone down the line of
tforgetting that its one objective is to create jobs and to
improve the standard of living for all South Australians. |
believe that slowly, given the unfortunate circumstances in

Mr FOLEY: Atthe end of the day, I think that the people which we found ourselves, or should | say in which the

; le of South Australia found themselves, we still have
of South Australia—the people of Hartley, the people whaP€OP : '
live in the southern suburbs, the people who live in the Sea{panaged to get this State back on track. | could go on and

of Mawson—would have to ask the question: do they reall);'efer to the pamphlet that has been delivered, but | am sure

want a member of Parliament representing them who ist’hat members opposite will say that that is just propaganda.

indeed, the tax man of this Government? The member for South Australia remains an attractive place to invest as
Mawson brought to this State a brand new tax—taxes per person remain the third lowest of all States and
$141.5 million. | dearly hope that, when the electors ofterritories. Of course we want it to be better and we are
Mawson go to the ballot box in 18 months, they remembeplanning for it to be bette_r. We are investing in information
that their local member—no-one else, no-one more influentechnology. We are providing for young school leavers so
tial, no-one more powerful and no-one more deliberately—that they can find employment. The hive of activity taking
imposed this tax. It will be our role in the Labor Party to Place in South Australia at the moment contrasts very well
ensure that every elector in Mawson—every family, everyVith what was happening in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
household—knows that their member brought to them a ta© things are turning around. I could go on listing the things
bill of many hundreds of dollars. | think that that is the leastthat the pamphlet has outlined, but the reality is that we still
we can do to ensure that the electors of Mawson understartve to pay $2 million every day in interest on our State debt.
what their member saw as a priority. | have covered but twdlowever, members opposite will not listen to this type of
marginal seats but | believe that they are two important seatdfgument.
Of course, | must say that we will be targeting the seat of In relation to jobs, the 1999 employment statement builds
Light. on four years of a $100 million initiative announced in last
As | said before, notwithstanding the events of the pasyear’s statement. It involves new spending and an extension
five or six hours, it would be fair to say this has not been &o programs worth $28.5 million for the next three years
good period for the Treasurer—a Treasurer who lives irwhich will provide a further 7 400 people with job and
another place, a Treasurer whom we invite down onto thé&aining opportunities. We are doing something about it. We
floor of this House but once a year. The budget is sloppgould go on about small business, health, education, the
work, and | think that the Treasurer himself is feeling theenvironment and the police, with 140 police trainees by
pressure. | do not know who the Treasurer's media adviseé80 June 2000. These initiatives have taken place in difficult
is, but | will just give him a tip as best | can, in a truly economic circumstances. The best way in which to illustrate
bipartisan spirit. When the sweat starts falling off the browthis to members opposite is by referring to an article in the
when the Treasurer starts to feel those drops coming off thBunday Mailof 30 May—after the budget. It is always
brow, | give him just a bit of advice: he should not reach forimportant to have someone who is objective and independent
the handkerchief and wipe that sweat from his brow when hand who is not a member of Government or the Opposition,
is giving his one and only keynote press conference for thand in that context | refer to Chris Kenny. The article is
whole year. | do not know whether the Treasurer’s staff havéieaded ‘Olsen operates in real world’. That is an important
told him that, but | would just take a gamble on the sweat nopoint, because to get anything done we have to operate in the
being picked up on television. real world. In part the article states:
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Because, for all its considerable faults, the Olsen Government hage need something in place that will ensure the best deal for
a quality its opponents seem to lack—it operates in the real worlthe community. It is no good members opposite just carping
It knows debt remains the State’s greatest economic threat and it ha? the Government, because everybody knows that you can

a plan to deal with the problem. - L - T
Labor, on the other hand, pretends the rest of the world winPlay havoc with statistics. The Opposition uses statistics like

remain frozen in time, while our debt simply diminishes over a@ drunk uses a lamp post: not for illumination but for support.
decade or two. Members opposite were going through the specifics about the

| think that says it all. Then there is the $186 ETSA tax ®Mergency FAerVFCiS.COT‘trib“tiO”- e dovou Know th
However, it is not an ETSA tax but a tax brought about by _Mr Hill “A stitchintime saves nine’; do you know that

members opposite. The Government has made a commitmeMi€ ©007? .
that. if circuprgstances change, it will go. Mr SCALZI: | was a high school teacher. | thank the

| refer now to the emergency services contribution. It iSmemberfor Kaurna for that little bit of humour, but this is not
gency : a laughing matter. This is a responsible budget, and it is a

not a levy butan emergency services contribution. Memberﬁudget for the present times. Although the Government has

opposite talk aboutit as if it is a new tax, that SOMENOW W&, jo's o me hard decisions, | believe they are fair and that this
just grabbed it out of thin air and imposed it on the poorbudget will serve us well in the future

people of South Australia. The reality is that previously
constituents paid a fire levy on their insurance, through their  p1 1L (Kaumna): | am pleased to participate in this

council rates and on their vehicles, but 30 per cent of th@jepate. | am glad that the shadow Treasurer is in the Chamber
population was not paying that levy at all. because | would like to commend him on his very thoughtful
Of course, some people may pay a little more and somgnd well researched contribution to the debate tonight. It was
a little less, but everybody will benefit when we get theof his usual standard. Not only did he enlighten Government
$200 million emergency services communication radiomembers about what the budget should be but also he

system that is much needed. Being a member of the Publigytiined our electoral strategy in a number of key seats and
Works Committee, | know how that will benefit all South generally rounded off the evening.

Australians when the time to respond to an accident will be Before gett|ng into issues relating to the budget, | want

reduced. Members opposite know that everybody will benefigriefly to speak about the parliamentary process in terms of
from the money collected from the emergency servicefiow we address this budget. | know this is something that has
contribution—that is what | would like to call it. Members evolved over time ar‘]dl as a hew member, itis probab|y not
opposite know that it cannot go into general revenue; theyght for me to raise these issues. However, it seems to me
should stop talking about a ‘Government grab’, because theiat it would be a lot more sensible to have this debate about
know very well that that cannot take place. Members oppositehe budget after we have been through the Estimates Commit-
supported it. It passed through both Houses of Parliamenfee procedures, because then we would know what is in the

Everybody who understands elementary government knowsydget and we would have a few ideas. This preliminary
that a Bill has to pass through three stages—first, second apgipate, which is—

third readings—after which it goes to the other House and the \jr Scalzi: That didn’t stop the shadow Treasurer.

same process takes place again. Members of the ALP were \jr HiLL: Of course not, because the shadow Treasurer
there when it went through. We might disagree on thgs a man of great knowledge and skill and he is able to see
specifics, but the reality is that the Opposition supported thgiretty easily through some of these procedures. It seems to
Bill. Now, although members opposite threaten the memberige that it would be a much more straightforward and sensible
for Mawson and Hartley, they forget that they supported thyrocess if we reversed the order of business. Anyway, | have
Bill. made that point.

Itis an emergency services contribution, not a wealth tax. | would like briefly tonight to talk about some of the
Was it a wealth tax when people paid a certain percentage Gmplications of this budget for the southern suburbs, and |
their home insurance? We have not forgotten about th@ear my hat as the shadow Minister for the southern suburbs.
people who are less fortunate and who cannot pay. | waall | can really talk about is the capital works, because the
pleased when the Government announced that Housing Trugicurrent expenditure will be the same in the south, more or
tenants will be exempt. | know how difficult it is for my |ess, as it is in other areas.

Housing Trust tenants in Hartley, so | was pleased. Given that | believe that the southern suburbs have been badly dealt
I had voiced the concerns of self funded retirees, | wasith in this budget in two areas, the first of which is health.
pleased that for the first time they have been taken intqhe 1998-99 budget allocation for the capital works program
account. The self funded retirees have struggled with interesér southern metro facilities was $17.5 million, and the
rates in recent years. It is fair enough to have low interestompletion date was listed as ‘ongoing’. Under the current
rates for people who are buying their home for the first timepudget southern metro facilities have been itemised. We get
and we are fortunate that the Federal Government hag3.5 million for the Flinders Medical Centre Intensive Care
maintained a low interest regime, but the self funded retire@init, the completion date for which is September 2000; $800
was struggling. It fair that a self funded retiree who getspoo0 is allocated for the eye centre equipment, the completion
$13 000 or $14 000 of real disposable income in a yeagate being December 1999; and $7.5 million is allocated for
should have the same concession as a pensioner, and ttie& FMC Psychiatric Unit, the completion date for that being
Government has done that for the first time. If that is notjisted as ‘under investigation’.

showing understanding and compassion for the people who | assume that that $7.5 million for the FMC Psychiatric
are having it hard, I do not know what is. I have had severalnit is similar to the $7.55 million that was estimated in last
phone calls, and people have accepted that; they appreciatgar’s budget for what was then called the Mental Health
that this Government has taken them into account. Unit at the Flinders Medical Centre. If that is the case, the

This budget is not an easy budget, but this budget did ndbtal amount for the southern metro facilities has been
have the luxury of dealing with easy times. For difficult timesreduced considerably. In addition to those three items which
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I have just mentioned, the Noarlunga Hospital redevelopmertn that project. The total cost is estimated at $15.4 million,
is also listed, and | assume that it is part of the southern metrand it is due to be completed by 2005-6. That is much further
facilities, the allocation for which amounts to $6.9 million. away than | would have hoped, but at least it is on the
The total amount for this year’'s budget for those southermlrawing board and there is now a positive commitment. |
metro facilities, plus the Noarlunga Hospital redevelopmentcommend the Minister for Transport for finally listening to
is $18.7 million, compared to last year's figure of whatthe electors of Kaurna have been saying to her through
$17.5 million for the southern metro facilities and me and the local media. | note that $800 000 has been
$7.55 million for the Flinders Medical Centre’s Mental committed for that project in this financial year. Itis, perhaps,
Health Unit, a total of $25 million. a drop in the bucket, but at least some work will proceed.
So, there has been a cut in allocations of $6.35 million for | note for the record some other issues regarding the
capital works in the health area in the southern suburbs. Isouthern suburbs. The Christies Beach Magistrates Court,
addition, what was called the Mental Health Unit last yeawhich was due for completion in May 2000, has slipped to
and what is now called the Flinders Medical Centre’sSeptember 2000. That is only a few months, but there is some
Psychiatric Unit seems to have been put on the backburneslippage. It takes that project from one budget year to the
Last year, completion was due in February 2000; this year hext, which may be convenient for the Treasurer. The railway
is merely ‘under investigation’. So, some serious questionine from Seacliff to Noarlunga Centre, which has been talked
need to be asked about the Government’s commitment to theout for many years and which needs an upgrade, has gone
southern suburbs in the area of health. in the reverse direction. It is now expected to be completed
The $6.9 million for the Noarlunga Hospital redevelop- by June 2002, whereas it was to be completed at some time
ment is grossly inadequate. Prior to the last election the Laban 2003. | am not sure why that project has been given a green
Party promised an injection of approximately $23 million tolight, but as someone who uses that line regularly | am
meet the hospital’s growth needs. That sum of money wagleased.
based on the hospital board’s own forward estimates. So, we | note that there is no additional money in the budget for
have a reduction in the health allocation for the southerthe Aldinga sewerage scheme. Last year appears to be the last
suburbs. year in which money was made available for that project.
Another area that | want to talk about is roads. A numbeThere is $2 million for the Aldinga water supply augmenta-
of projects were listed for work in the 1998-99 year andtion project which is due for completion in 2001, and the
completion dates provided. In each case, there has beerChristies Beach Waste Water Treatment Plant is due to
blow-out in the completion time: in other words, thesereceive $2.3 million for the production of an environmental
projects have been delayed. This is a process of slippageprovement plan. That plan is long overdue. It will be
which allows the Government to pretend that it is doing morevelcomed by residents, especially by those who intend to use
than it actually is. For example, the Murray Road-Dysonthe water which will be piped to McLaren Vale.
Road improvements at Port Noarlunga, which were due for | also note that $2.6 million has been allocated for the
completion in June this year, are now not due for completiorSeaford 6 to 12 school (stage 2B) which is due for completion
until 2000-1, which amounts to a slippage of up to two yearsin March 2000. | attended a meeting of the school council last
The Gray Street redevelopment at Port Noarlunga, whichight at which this project was discussed. A great deal of
according to last year’s budget estimates was also due faynicism was expressed about whether this project will be
completion in August 1999, is now not due to be completedcompleted in time for next year’s school enrolments. The
until 2000-1. completion date of March 2000 will be after school begins,
The Noarlunga to Cape Jervis Road and the Kingscote tbut | expect that date to slip some time beyond that.
Penneshaw Road, which were due for completion in June The other matter | note in terms of the south is that no
2000, have now slipped to 2000-1. The Noarlunga to Victofunds have been allocated in capital works for the Southern
Harbor road, south of Willunga, which was due for comple-Vocational College. | am glad that the Minister for Education
tion in 2000-1, has also slipped to 2001-2, and the Southeris in the House: he might be able to point out in the Estimates
Expressway, which prior to the most recent election was du€ommittee where the funds for the Southern Vocational
to be completed at the end of this year and which accordin@ollege, which has been promised for this year, will come
to last year's budget was due for completion in Decemfrom if not from the capital works budget. | hope that the
ber 2000, has now slipped to 2000-1. Minister will find some money somewhere to allow that great
Whilst all those projects will continue, the budget project to start.
estimates do not vary the cost very much in each of those | refer to the emergency services levy and the ETSA levy,
cases. | suppose that it is difficult to do only half or part ofthe two new taxes being introduced by this budget, because
aroad, but in each case there has been slippage, and | mastt only will they affect in a general sense everybody in
say that | am concerned that that slippage should not go ar§outh Australia but | know that they will have a big impact
further. | note in passing that the cost of the Southerron electors in the southern suburbs and in my electorate. As
Expressway has blown out from an estimated $120 milliorother members have said, the number of telephone calls to
last year to $137.6 million, which seems to me to be a fairlyelectorate offices has been greater on this issue than on many
hefty increase in cost. | hope to ask the Minister duringother issues of moment in politics. | feel quite sad for many
Estimates Committees why that is the case. of the people, particularly pensioners, who have telephoned
One bit of good news for my electorate about which | ammy office in this regard and who are absolutely frightened as
pleased is that the Government has finally decided to honoto how they will pay these levies. These are ordinary people
its 1997 election promise to commence work on Commercialvho have struggled to own a house. Perhaps they have one
Road. As | have told the House on many occasions, Commeor two cars and a trailer, and they are looking at paying
cial Road is in urgent need of repair. Commercial Road runbundreds of dollars, which is the equivalent of one or two
from Weatherald Terrace, Port Noarlunga, through to Maslinveeks’ pension. This is something that is very deeply
Beach. The Government has announced that work will begiworrying people. A number of people have contacted my
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office and said that they may have to sell their car or theisome $286 million was not spent on valuable capital works.
house. | have already outlined a few of those in my electorate.

One lady in particular, the mother of a disabled young | would briefly like to talk about the budget documents,
man, was fearful and in tears about the consequences of thise portfolio statements in particular. Over the past few days
levy, the ETSA levy and the motor registration increases thagince the budget came down, | have spent some time going
occurred last year. People in the suburbs are really strugglinthrough the documents, in particular the documents in
They do not have as high an income as those of us who sit irelation to the environment portfolio. In its second year, | can
this place. While $100 or $200 might not seem a lot to thesee the document taking some shape. | guess | have more of
Treasurer or to the Premier, to pensioners struggling on verg feel for what it is attempting to do. | commend the designers
small amounts of money it is a large sum and it does causef the documents, because they are potentially very helpful
particular problems. sources of information and may well do away with a lot of the

It is extraordinary that the Government has required theeed for some of the questions that we might otherwise ask
member for Mawson, the most junior of all the Ministers, toin Estimates. | will briefly go through the document. The
take carriage of this measure. It was obvious that when theutput classes state what was achieved in the portfolio in a
Premier appointed the Minister to the position he decided tparticular period of time, and they are quite useful. They
put him in the death seat, because this emergency servicpsint to areas which you might like to ask questions about
levy, or the ‘Brokenshire tax’ as | am sure it will be known during Estimates. Then there are the portfolio outcomes
in Mawson, will cause the Minister absolute damage in hisvhich state the strategies. They are perhaps a little glib. |
electorate. It is pathetic to see him struggling to defend th@oint out one in particular, which is rather absurd, in the
indefensible, making very poor references on television to th®linister for the Environment’s portfolio statement. Under
fact that the people who will be better off will be those who ‘Outcome: conservation and protection of natural, cultural
live in $400 000 mansions in North Adelaide. Of course, alland built heritage including the State’s biodiversity’, one of
these issues will be circulated far and wide in his electoratéhe strategies is:
and will cause him real strife. Promote the welfare of all animals throughout South Australia

Itis extraordinary that the Premier put the Minister in thatin cooperation with industry, Government agencies and community
position. One wonders why the Treasurer, who should bgrganisations.
responsible for tax measures, was not out there defending thi$at is an extraordinary statement to have in this document,
tax; he was very silent. No doubt, the Treasurer is a smaxhen it says ‘all animals’ and not classes, types or species of
man. The Treasurer likes the security and safety of the oth@mimals. The Minister has committed herself to the welfare
place and was able to avoid all the limelight on this issue. Obf each and every animal in South Australia, yet she can
course, the ETSA levy on top of that, which is just a purehardly stand in this House and not talk about culling,
political piece of blackmail, will also have great impact on euthanasing or killing one or other type of native animal or
ordinary members of the public. The Government should béird; for example, Cape Barren geese and a whole range of
ashamed of these two measures. native birds last week were listed for destruction.

It is certainly true that the Opposition supported the It is absurd to say that the strategy for achieving this
principle of an emergency services tax. It is fair that every-conservation in biodiversity is the promotion of welfare for
body should pay a little bit to cover the costs that were in thall animals. That is clearly not the case. In any event, the
past paid for by only a few, but the extension of this levy hasOutcomes section is reasonably sensible. It tells you the
meant that it is just another tax grab; it is another way oftrategies that Ministers are about to go through. Then they
filing the Government’s coffers. | really believe that the have specific targets for 1999-2000 and the outputs that are
Government should be ashamed of it. participated. Some of those are quite interesting and point the

| refer to capital works. In general terms, the Governmentvay for questions in Estimates.
makes a great deal in terms of its job strategy by saying that The next section in the document on which | will briefly
a large sum of money is being spent on capital works, that isomment is what is called Statement of Outputs, and then
this year's budget $1.35 billion has been allocated for capitahere is an overview of output to outcome relationship, which
works. As we know from the past, this sum of money will notis one of these fancy grids that people who go to management
be spent on capital works in this year, because each year ov&chools like to construct and show to people. That is a
the last six years or so that this Government has beeparticularly useless exercise; for example, in the output class
delivering budgets it has trumpeted a large capital work&nvironment Protection, a number of categories go across the
program only to fail to deliver. In fact, over the last six horizontal but in each of those categories the same four dot
years—since their first budget in 1993-94—somepoints are listed. Itis just a perfunctory exercise to fill in the
$805 million which has been committed has not been spensquares. It is a little like connect the dots and colour in the

Think of the number of jobs that could have been createthoxes. That was a fairly useless part of the exercise. No doubt
if the Government had been true to its word and spent thatome people might get some value out of it.
money. The reason it is not spent is that projects are put in Then we go on to the output summary statements which
and then allowed to slip. The Government gets the good newist the expenditure in general terms under each of the
story by saying it has a big budget, but then it puts in a timeutcomes. That is useful. Then we get to the output state-
line. When the end of the year arrives, it allows the projectsnents in detail. This year—at least in the environmental
to slip into the following year so that it does not have toportfolio area—very little information is provided other than
spend the capital this year. We all know how it works. It isthe boxes and charts. However, | could see that, if this were
a cynical, nasty exercise. The Government is conning peoplépne properly over a period of years (and | would hope itis
attempting to make them believe that they are doing someaiot too many years), when all the boxes have been filled in,
thing for jobs in South Australia. In fact, the reverse is theit will be useful to be able to compare what happened last
case. In 1998-99, $1.163 hillion was budgeted for capitayear with what is planned this year. Targets are compared and
works, yet in actual fact only $877 million was expended;also estimated results, and then there is some explanation of
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variation. This is a useful way of presenting the information.accrued benefits? Could it then follow that we are now paying
When you get to all the charts with the dollar signs and, at theut enormous amounts for consultancies? Another unfortu-
end of the statement, output operating statements, and so argte spin-off from this circumstance is that we have now had
| feel that some of these figures are a little confusing. It maya brain drain that sees us poorly placed and inadequately
just be my ignorance of accounting methods, but | think theyesourced with people with the capacity and calibre to remedy
are somewhat confusing, and | would like to see bettethe situation, the people with the sort of dynamic thinking to
clarification there. give us the value adding that is required to reinvigorate this
State.

Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | rise to address the issue of  Of the many measures contained in the budget, none is
supply and the budget handed down by the Liberal Goverrmore deplorable than the slashing of the public health system.
ment last week. | listened intently to the speech delivered byhave listened for a great number of years to the debate on
the Treasurer, and have since read with interest the glosgyivate health insurance, now so happily handed a subsidy by
blue brochure delivered to every household, entitled ‘Esserthe Federal Government, a subsidy that could have been
tial information for every South Australian.’ In it the injected into the public health system of each State. Those
Treasurer states: funds would have seen a turnaround in waiting lists, the

This budget is a necessary part of our plan for the future. modernisation of facilities and the purchasing of modern
equipment. Instead we have the demise of a system that once

Qas the envy of the world, and | now see from media reports

ensure a future for South Australia, and that relies on oNg ~+ the membership rate of the funds has not increased as
plan: the sale or, according to the latest model of the pla xpected resulting in what will be a further rate increase.

(and we have had many in the past month_s), lease of ETSA. On the education front, we in South Australia have seen
There is no other plan. We have been continually bombard e introduction of Partnerships 21. This appears to be an
with the propaganda fo'r.thls §ale, most recently being tol eological push to turn things around to the point where
that the profits of '.[he utility W.'” plunge overt_h_e next three schools are all private and School Card will be for the
years because of increased risk and _cor'n>pet|t|on. Why, thefiiqren whose families cannot afford fees of any kind. |
would anyone buy this risky proposmop. .. know that the Minister says that participation in the scheme
Happily, the Treasurer has recognised and says in the gjuntary. Schools are nevertheless being encouraged to
brochure that more revenue is needed by the State. A’E%rticipate, as were the unfortunates on arrival at Belsen

thereinlies the challenge faced by this State, the members ghcoyraged to use the ablutions block before being assigned
this Parliament and the men and women of South Austrahaa barrack.

For we are all stakeholders together, and it behoves all of US The most alarming shadow of all hanging over future life
to be part of the solution. Whilst the men and women whq, goth Australia is the impact and effect of the industrial
elect us may not have any involvement in the democratice|ations legislation that has been introduced into this House,
process other than to elect an individual to represent thelth o g it ever become law: also under the guise of ‘This will
interests, it is up to the Parliament to do its utmost to act irbe better for you’ and assurances that these measures will
the best interests of this State and its citizens. The centtg.\ide the flexibility to enable industry and business to
point of this budget and therefore our next 12 months is th mploy more people, is a set of measures which when

sale of ETSA. As the brochure says, when the money simply pjemented will mean less pay for workers. Is that not what
is not there, Governments have some difficult budget choiceg really happening? Are those who ‘have’ not looking at
to make. ways to reduce the amount being taken home by the ‘have-
It goes on to say that, as soon as the Parliament allows thgyts2
sale or lease of ETSA, the power bill increase will be \workers do not seek wage increases because they are
removed. My constituents will rightly feel conned, and theygreedy individuals unprepared to meet employers at least
are already asking the question: what will we sell to covehalfway. They are individuals who have been flexible and
next year's budget shortfall? This is a hanging-on budget. linade concessions to productivity. When seeking a pay rise,
contains nothm_g extra, new or innovative. We must do bettethey are S|mp|y doing what is necessary to provide for their
That we do not s a tragedy, and that the two Party system n@mijlies and make ends meet and, increasingly, the ends are
longer serves us is the greatest single issue that | feglot meeting. This is especially so for people on low and fixed
condemns South Australia and, indeed, Australia, now on thﬁ]comes_ A recent stark examp|e sees pensioners in my
verge of a GST. | have no difficulty in stating that, as haseg|ectorate who have recently been granted an increase of
been indicated by a great proportion of the electors in thiground $4.80 in their pensions, then facing Housing Trust
State, | belieVe we Should retain pUb“C Utilities, especia”yrent increases Of up to $520 How can they manage the day_
those that are Ieft, for the benefit of this State. This meanﬁ)_day increase in costs when their extra pension is gobb|ed
that we must make them work. up by a rent increase? How can they be more flexible or
If we as a Parliament cannot deliver results for this Stat@roductive? What are they to do in the face of increases
from the public sector, there must be grave doubts abouicross the board? How are we to provide for them and the
whether Parliament should remain either as a House afhildren who rely on us now and who are our future?
Assembly or as a Legislative Council. With ETSA sold or  We live in a time of great and rapid change. These
leased there will shortly be nothing left for us to manage. changes have affected greatly the way we live and work.
At the core of this year's budget is a conundrum. OnceTechnological change has been the most radical, and there is
upon a time, Stephen Baker (the then Treasurer) told us thab question as to how and the extent to which those changes
things were back in the black. Now we find a dramatichave engulfed us and strengthened the power of big business.
change in circumstances. How did this happen? Could one @hange can and should be beneficial to society. How we meet
the reasons be that the savage cuts to the Public Service hamgr new circumstances will provide the blueprint for the
resulted in enormous payouts of separation packages afuture. Capitalism as a system no longer delivers to the vast
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majority of the population, if it ever did, and is now so  There is a fair bit of ill feeling towards the Government
dominant in the world that as quickly as possible we need tover this budget, certainly in my electorate, and | think that
negotiate treaties that can control the world juggernaut so wieeling probably would apply Statewide. Personally, | think
can all survive. that a lot of that feeling is misdirected and due to a complete
Eva Cox, Mark Latham and Lindsay Tanner have alllack of understanding of the big picture of where we are in
picked up on the themes of seeking a third way to rebuild ouSouth Australia. Without being an apologist for the Govern-
confidence, that we live in a society not just an economyment, | recognise the difficult situation that the Government
Some of these communitarian ideals do not pay enougfaces.
attention to the labour movement's quest for equity in  When the people of South Australia sit down and analyse
industrialisation and tangible strategies to increase employhat this budget is doing for them and analyse the situation
ment. However, the rise of interest in these notions of sociah South Australia, by and large they will accept the budget.
capital reflect a latent desire to re-establish community trusiThe headlines have picked up on a couple of nasties in the
In this State, under the Brown and Olsen Governments, wbudget. The ETSA tax, the so-called Rann tax, has been laid
have lost confidence in ourselves as a community. We haveefore the people of South Australia for a considerable time
lost the sense of cohesion and belief in ourselves and oand there was no surprise there. There was no surprise in the
capacity to lead the nation in social and economic reform. 2.6 per cent increase in most of the fees and charges that the
This budget represents the mean-spirited and punitiv&overnment introduced, because they were flagged quite
approach of the current Government, which seeks to blamearly.
the community for blocking the conservatives’ complete Much of the odium that the Government is wearing with
control. Walking side by side with my community in support this budget is as a result of the new emergency services levy.
of our local schools and hospitals, and taking time out to visitn the several opportunities | have had in the House since the
the community activism occurring at places such as Pelicadetails of that levy were announced, | have made my position
Point, | continue to be reminded of the reasons | sit in thigjuite clear to the House so | will not go into that in too much
Parliament. We are not here to manage the community to suitetail.
an increasingly difficult economy. We are here to intervene Certainly, the people of South Australia, especially those
in the economy to better manage our resources, includingho have supported this Government and in fact returned it
power, to the best advantage of the community. to office for a second term, expected more of a Conservative
This budget does nothing for the community. It doesGovernment. | think they expected that a Conservative
nothing for an economy that would serve the community. ltGovernment would not go so far into the area of property
serves only the ideological dictates of this Liberal Governtaxes or, as | would have them called, wealth taxes. That is
ment. It lets South Australia down and it lets the Southwhere a lot of the odium, particularly from the constituency
Australian community down. Everybody in this House whoof this Government, is coming from. The Government will
is passionate about South Australia should reject it. Wéave to continue to wear that odium into the future.
should be able to say to South Australians that this budget To be quite honest, | do not think the Government is
holds out the hope of employment for all. handling very well the negotiations it is currently having with
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: the local government sector in the so-called clawback of the
Ms BEDFORD: You will be pleased to know that | wrote so-called windfall gains that the local government sector has
this myself, but I'm a bit stuck—my computer won't page made from that particular move. As members are well aware,
down for me! This budget holds out the hope of employmenpver the next few weeks a select committee of this House will
for all, better education, better health services and a sustaifeok into some of the anomalies associated with that tax.

able environment. Sadly, it offers none of these. One particular anomaly relates to farming property. It is
Members interjecting: always hard to levy a capital based tax on farming property
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Florey has the where you have a stepping off point, and we have a stepping

call. off point with the emergency services levy of $50 for each

Ms BEDFORD: This would be my vision for a State assessment, and then there is a tax on top of that which
budget at the turn of the century. Tonight, my task is to askeflects the capital value. | can talk with experience in respect
questions and raise issues on behalf of my constituents adfarming properties, because this levy affects me. My farm
the community of South Australia in the hope that thoseconsists of quite a few assessments. If those assessments
opposite can better understand the needs and aspirationshefppen to be contiguous, the emergency services levy that
all who live in this State and hope for a reasonable existenceould be inflicted upon my business would be one $50

and a better future. charge and then a tax set relative to the capital value.
The SPEAKER: Has the honourable member completed As my properties are not contiguous, | will be inflicted
her remarks? with quite a few $50 initial payments and then the capital
Ms BEDFORD: We can't get it to page down. value tax on top of that, and that is not an uncommon
The SPEAKER: Either the honourable member is making occurrence in South Australia. That is certainly one anomaly
a speech or she is not. which the Government should address. | say ‘should address’,
Ms BEDFORD: | have finished, Sir. because the political odium resulting from its not addressing

that and the costs to this Government would be much more
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My comments will be than the gain it received from that measure.

relatively brief. | rise tonight to speak on the Appropriation | return to the big picture of this Government. | congratu-
Bill. Last Friday morning, | was asked by our local ABC late the Government on returning another balanced budget.
radio station in the South-East to do a program and field somé/e should not lose sight of the fact that, when this Govern-
guestions on the budget from some of my constituents. | havaent came to power in 1993, there was a recurrent deficit of
spent the past few days trying to gauge the public’s reactioapproximately $300 million built into the budget. The
to the budget. Government should be congratulated by the people of South
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Australia for turning that around and introducing balancecn education in this State and is constantly calling for more
budgets. The forward estimates show that the budgets shouiahds to be expended on higher pay rates for teaching staff,
be balanced for the next four years. That certainly underpinand | suggest that, if the people of South Australia looked
the future for South Australia, even though we do haveealistically at the money we already pour into our public
structural problems within our budget. That certainly is aschools, they might question the way we are spending that
good start. money rather than the quantum. | urge the Minister to look
The budget provides for the basic services in Souttat what some of the more populous States—New South
Australia—the services which are expected and which fokVales and Victoria—do in spending less.
many years have been called for by the people of South True, they do not have our problem of having to spend
Australia. There is certainly no headroom in the budget fomore money per student in isolated areas, bearing in mind
any entrepreneurial expenditures, any fancy footwork, or anghat we have more such students as a percentage in South
headline grabbing stuff for the Government to actually winAustralia than other States have. Obviously, that contributes
a great number of votes from the electorate. The room is jugdb the amount of money that we spend on education, but
not there. Anyone who expects the budget to be more than®outh Australia should work even harder to ensure that the
dour document at this point in our history is in fairyland, to dollars put into education are spent in the most effective way.
put it mildly. The health budget is one that has been talked about
From those points of view, the Government has presentegreatly, and health is a very emotive issue among the people
to the people of South Australia a responsible budget. One @ff South Australia. As in all of Australia, in South Australia
the things which | particularly like about this budget is thatwe enjoy an extremely good health system and generally we
the Government has expanded the expenditure on capitahve as good a health system with as good results as one
works. One of the problems that South Australia has had fowould find anywhere in the world today. We have the most
quite a number of years is that expenditure has been transiodern techniques and extremely highly trained practitioners
ferred away from capital works and from infrastructureworking in modern hospitals with modern equipment. | know
programs—which are what the future development of ouit is very difficult for someone who needs a hip replacement
State will be built on—into recurrent expenditure, and thisor some other procedure to be told that they must wait six,
Government has worked hard to actually redress that situatiaight, 10 or 12 months to have that procedure, but they should
and put money back into capital expenditure. realise they are probably being treated in the best system in
Members on both sides are well aware of the situation irthe world and that just because they are not getting instant
South Australia where much of our infrastructure is ageindreatment does not mean that the system is completely falling
and almost to the point of collapse. Indeed, one matter thatown.
has concerned me for many years has been the infrastructure Ms Rankine interjecting:
in the City of Adelaide: sewers, water pipes and things Mr WILLIAMS: In relation to the individuals who are
underground which we do not see but which have been theia pain and who are expecting the instant treatment, one of
for many years. We have huge problems in regional arease problems is that our expectation has been built up a little
with electricity infrastructure, which is a matter | will talk too high. Again, if we are being realistic, we should accept
about in a moment. We have to get much more money spettat we have a very good health system. Every effort should
on infrastructure. be made to invest as much of our resources as possible into
As | go about my electorate I try to visit schools as oftenhealth because it is one of the areas where the State should
as | can, and | am constantly being told about the run-dowbe doing well, should never be relaxing and should always be
nature of schools and the difficulty in getting money for striving to do better. It is one of the fundamental services
minor works and maintenance in those schools. Indeed, alvVhich the State Government provides to the people we are
members have probably experienced the same thing wherying to serve.
visiting their schools and will be aware of the money needed A couple of dramatic events have happened in recent
to bring our schools up to a reasonable standard—much motienes. One of the things that will change the nature of the
money than the budget currently allows. There are calls foBtate’s budgets dramatically over the next few years is, of
much more money to be put into capital works and mainteeourse, the GST. As a result of the deal that has recently been
nance. cut between the Federal Government and the Democrats, it
The Government has probably done as well as it can imow seems likely that the GST will get up. Barring something
that area. At least one of the previous speakers mentionedost unforeseen happening in the next couple of weeks, |
Partnership 21 and, although the details have not yet comzelieve we will, indeed, have a GST in Australia and anyone
out, | believe it will provide a great fillip for many of the who suggests that will not be a fillip for South Australia has
schools in my electorate, particularly isolated schoolsnot studied the consequences of the GST very closely.
because | believe local school communities with their local Ms Breuer interjecting:
knowledge and desire to do good things for their children can Mr WILLIAMS: The word is fillip’. As all members
drive their dollar, with respect to capital works and mainte-know, the South Australian economy is built largely on a
nance, much further than a dollar driven by the bureaucracynanufacturing base and has been for some considerable time.
which is often stationed far away and which has little All manufactures that we try to export out of South Australia
knowledge of local conditions. | expect that schools in myare subject to the wholesale sales tax regime whereas
electorate will embrace Partnership 21 and will make the be€ueensland’s economy, for example, is based much more on
of it. services industries which are not taxed and that gives them
Itis worth noting that South Australia spends $5 417 pela considerable unfair advantage over our industries. If one
student in the public school system. The only Australian Stateakes the big picture and looks at the whole economy, South
which spends more than that per student is Tasmania. Thiustralia contributes to a much greater extent to the national
South Australian branch of the Australian Education Unionaccounts than does Queensland for the same amount of
is extremely vocal about the effort putin by the Governmengctivity. | think the GST to some extent will redress that.
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Another thing | like about the GST is that the revenuehistory. And why? Because the Premier and the Treasurer of
from the GST has been promised to the States. At last Southis State have not been able to achieve their ideological goal
Australia will, indeed, have a revenue base which is matchedf selling off one of this State’s biggest assets and one of our
to the economic activity which is occurring in the State. Thatbiggest money earners.
is something which we do not have at the moment. Our Members interjecting:
budget is a bit over $5 billion and about half of that comesin The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
grants, so we are only raising probably $2.5 billion in taxes Ms RANKINE: Because they have not been able to get
in South Australia, and about half of that is raised either asheir way, they have set themselves on a mission of inflicting
property taxes or as payroll tax. Neither of those taxes iss much pain and punishment on the people of this State as
based on the ability of the taxpayer to actually pay. Thehey possibly can. It works out to an average of $186 per
philosophy behind both those taxes, | believe, is quite tenuousousehold—and, make no mistake, no matter what label the
and a move to a system where our tax is based on a GHremier wants to stick on this tax, the people of this State
(which is philosophically based on the assumption that thé&now where it has come from. They know who is responsible
taxpayer will be taxed on his ability to consume) is a muchand they know why, and they will remember. They will
better basis to tax and to raise revenue than the curremmember every time they cannot quite make ends meet; they
situation in South Australia. | think that will be another fillip will remember every time they have to say ‘No’ to their
to the State of South Australia—that is, having a tax systenshildren; and they will remember every time their power bill
based philosophically on much firmer ground. hits their letter boxes. Most of all, they will remember the

The other thing which it seems will occur is that we maydishonesty. How could the South Australian public ever again
now have the ETSA sale—or, indeed, the lease of the poweaut its trust in this Government—
utilities in South Australia, the ETSA assets. It looks as Members interjecting:
though we will be able to liquidate those assets, turn them The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
into cash, and put that money into reducing our State debt. Ms RANKINE: —which, on two occasions, has stated
The Government will now have to make good on this. Thecategorically that the privatisation of a fundamental essential
Government has been pushing this for over 12 months: thaervice was not an option, that it was not being considered
this will be one of the panaceas to our ongoing economiand that it would not happen? On both occasions, within
problems. Indeed, | hope that the bean counters who haweeeks, the tide turned. The Olsen proposal to sell ETSA will,
been advising the Government have got it right and that, i&s | have said before, go down in history as the biggest ever
that lease (as | believe it probably will be) goes ahead, weolitical betrayal of the people of South Australia. Many
will be able to reap substantial benefits from that. That willbelieved Mr Olsen—
allow the Government to withdraw the electricity tariff tax ~ The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
which was announced previous to this budget but which will The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
come into play in this budget period, and | think that the taxBragg is out of his seat.
paying public of South Australia will breathe a great sigh of Ms RANKINE: Very easily, and you know it is true and
relief when that happens. so do your backbenchers and your people in marginal seats.

Again, looking at the big picture, the people of SouthYou might not have to deal with too many people, Graham,
Australia must realise that we are a low tax State. The peopleut there are lots who do and they are suffering.
of South Australia are paying $89 per head less than the An honourable member interjecting:
average Australian, is contributing in State taxes. | have often Ms RANKINE: Their hearts are pumping, exactly. Many
argued that in South Australia we must maintain a cosbelieved Mr Olsen when he said that circumstances changed
advantage, because we all know that, being a manufactuririis mind in relation to SA Water, but once bitten twice shy.
State, everything we sell has to be transported to the markefEhey simply are not prepared to buy the same argument this
which are generally on the eastern seaboard or offshore. Siime round and they do not appreciate being taken for fools.
the only way in which we can compete with manufacturerdNor do we. That is what this Government has tried in relation
in those areas is to maintain a cost advantage. One of thie the emergency services levy.
ways of doing that is to maintain a State taxation level We on this side of the House voted for a fairer system, a
considerably below those States on the eastern seaboardairer system than the levy that was attached to insurance
and, indeed, well below the national average. policies. That is what we supported. That is what the public

| believe that this budget is responsible, and | apply to itsupport. The people who ring my electorate office on a daily
what | call the ‘squeal test'. | think that all interest groupsbasis have been saying that they are happy to pay a little
have squealed at about the same level. The taxpayers and there, but they thought they were going to be paying $40,
school teachers have certainly squealed loudly; | thinknaybe $50 at the most. Instead what they have got is a major
everyone has squealed. The only people who have néax whack from this Government.
squealed quite so loudly are the people involved in the The emergency services tax will cost families in my
emergency services. | think that, on balance, becausglectorate between $150 and $200 per household. We have
everyone has squealed at the same rate the Governmehad a listing of houses: for an $83 000 house, a very moderate
basically, has got it pretty well right. house, $106; and for a $100 000 house, $117. Cars, motor-

cycles, trucks, boats, caravans, jet skis, houseboats and

Ms RANKINE (Wright): As we deliberate in relation to trailers are being hit. Mind you, the boat trailer is exempt and
this Appropriation Bill | am sure that | am not the only one my father is very pleased that his electric wheelchair is also
in this Chamber to have asked over the past few days: ‘Whatxempt, but they are the only mobile vehicles | can find that
sort of Government is this?’ | know it is a question that thehave been exempted.
people in my area have been asking themselves—and quite The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: Who caused the problem?
rightly so. Every family in my area, every family in this State, = Ms RANKINE: You did. It is your tax and, if there is a
is about to be subjected to one of the biggest tax slugs in oggroblem, you are not fixing it. You are not fixing it with
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either of these taxes. None of these taxes is going off any debt How can this be when we are constantly getting com-
reduction. They are going on your massive spending spree-plaints? Case upon case comes into our offices where people
and | will get to that. are waiting 20, 30 and 45 minutes for patrols to attend serious
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: incidents. I mentioned in the House the other day that a local
Ms RANKINE: We keep a very tidy home; | do not know Shopping centre had to wait for a patrol to come from Port
about the honourable member, but we keep a very tidy homé\delaide. This is our wonderful vision for policing into the
The ETSA tax will cost $186 per year, but this is a tax fortwenty-first century. What sort of Government is this?
families; it is not a tax for businesses. Mind you, businesses | have looked at the transport statement. There is no
will suffer with the emergency services tax. However, as improvement whatsoever to the Golden Grove Road in my
said, not one cent of the ETSA tax will pay off debt. The €lectorate. It is one of the busiest roads; it is a major road.
pensioners in my electorate are living in real fear. | have tdrapid development is taking place along Golden Grove Road;
say that | am in a marginal seat, a seat that would generaliyhas the Industry Park and the Golden Grove development,
be considered to be fairly reactive. | have never had such &d one of the most prestigious estates is coming over the hill
strong reaction to any issue as | have had for the emergené§ Golden Grove Road. It has heavy traffic with heavy B-
services tax this Government has brought in. | have got— doubles, and people cannot use the bus stops along Golden
The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: Grove Road. You would think you were on a country track

Ms RANKINE: Yes. | was. | was not in this House but using that road, but | can find nothing in the budget papers

L . : that refers to it.
| was working in an electorate office and this tax that your ) . . . . .
9 y Another issue in relation to transport is the intersection of

Government is bringing in has had the greatest ever reactio rove Way and Bridge Road. | have written to the Minister

hat | have experien in 14 rs in th litical arena; 4 . ; .
that | have experienced years in the political arena n a couple of occasions in relation to this. | would have to

Pensioners, people on social security benefits and people 8 b . .
fixed incomes are in real fear of losing their homes. | will 5% that itis one of the most dangerous intersections | have

take some time at another stage to actually read theffVer come across. In fact, | was contacted recently by one

reactions into the record of this House and then perhap ggqnaﬂevr"hg ansd;nvollq\tlgfslns?e?nz(c;jcéi?not t:%r? rl'gsMg:]((:th
members will understand what concerns people have. W young daug ustal lous Injuries, y

L ._another woman whose three children, sadly, were involved
? ; . o 2
_ What sort of Government is this® _Notpne’)cent, as| Sa'd?n a fatal accident last year at that intersection.
is going off the State debt. Where is it going? | know where Only a week or so ago an article appeared in the Messen-

it is not going; it is not going into a patrol base in the Teager press as a result of the activity of some women in my

Tree Gully council area. | had a look at the Portfolio St"’m"\'eﬁectorate, and we have received hundreds of responses about

gz%t:ulgatﬂgt}'gg V(\E/gs|2V§‘r8doeustlf?Rigfl’oa.ﬁaoggjﬁgti?])(l)(\)l\rl]\?vﬁq at intersection. People want something done, but all I get

is happening WitFr)l n?oney it is the budget papers thiq: om th|s Government are silly responses that not enough
’ Sraffic is using these roads to warrant traffic lights. Anyone

Government has produced. who goes out there or who knows the area realises that this

The Hon. W.A. Matthew: Are they too complex for you? 155 to be an absolute nonsense.

Ms RANKINE: No, itis not too complex for me;itisjust  The Grove Way is the major arterial road from Salisbury
that it is set up to tell us nothing. We will go through someinto Golden Grove. We have traffic lights on residential
of these things and maybe the honourable member cagjreets leading onto that road, yet we cannot get them from
explain them. The patrol base in Tea Tree Gully waspne major road to another. In fact, lots of people have told me
supposed to be part of the wonderful Focus 21 reform; in facthat they avoid the intersection. They travel some kilometres
the highlights say that the department has made substanti@lound so that they do not have to use it. It is absolutely
progress in the implementation of the Focus 21 reformmperative that something be done to make this intersection
initiatives, including the implementation of local servicesgafe.
area. Another matter that causes me some concern in relation

Well, has that not been an amazing success in My transportis the Golden Grove Interchange. Golden Grove
electorate? We have fewer police; our crime rates are up; Weas a reasonable level of public transport and, under this
have had our patrol base changed into a shop front policgovernment, the suburban link bus service was introduced.
station; a patrol base has been disbanded; and a patrol baggat has caused some concerns in some areas but | congratu-
that was in our area has moved out of the area. We have hagte TransAdelaide for surveying all residents in one particu-
lots of promises about getting a patrol base, but nothing haar area as a result of those concerns, although it would have
happened. | think that this great vision for policing into thebeen better if it had done that survey prior to implementing
twenty-first century leaves a lot to be desired, and perhaps ithe service. Nevertheless, TransAdelaide has assessed the
architects need to make a visit to Laubman and Pank.  usage and acceptance of that service. But the interchange

I turn to the taskings of police in the portfolio statements.itself cannot cope. Itis a feeder from the Golden Grove area
We know that crime rates are going up but, in the outputo the O-Bahn service and it simply cannot cope with the
sections of the portfolio statements for the number of policgarge articulated buses and the smaller MAN buses that are
patrol taskings for the end of year 1998-99, 340 000 ar@ow using it.
documented; and the activity level expected for the next year | have sat and watched children leaving the Golden Grove
is exactly the same. How can that be? The number of polickligh School to catch the buses and it is an absolute night-
incident reports at police stations is exactly the same. Witimare. There is not enough room for the buses to use the
respect to time lines dealing with the response to calls fronmterchange and there is no car parking. Again, this issue
the public, namely, the percentage of priority taskingsmustbe addressed. The Portfolio Statements (page 6.15) state
responded to within 10 minutes in the metropolitan area, laghat 15 big bus stops will be installed around our city. | hope
year's estimated result and next year’s activity level arghat one of those bus stops will be located at the Golden
exactly the same. The same applies for priority B taskingsGrove interchange.
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In the area of human services, members will know thatParliament for their lack of knowledge of what impacts on the
on a number of occasions, | have raised in this House thkves of people in our community. This Government needs to
issue of smoke alarms and the need to assist our aged aget out there and listen to the people whom it was elected to
disabled to install them and to comply with the legislationrepresent.
that comes into force on 1 January 2000. | simply cannot get | return to my question: what sort of a Government is this?
an answer from this Government. The first time | raised thig think this Government is embarrassed. How could it not be
matter | was told that $100 000 would be made available andhen it produces this explanation of its budget? You can tell
that that was the first instalment. A few weeks later | washat the Government is embarrassed because the Premier does
told, ‘We are preparing a report.” Now, | cannot get a copynot have his photograph on page 1 or 2 but right at the end of
of the report and | cannot get any details of it. But what Ithe document. He does not want to take the blame for this
have been able to find from the Portfolio Statements—agaidocument, which is one that amounts to an apology for what
buried deep—is that the Government will provide assistancthis Government is doing to the people of South Australia.
towards smoke alarms for hearing impaired persons—burhis Government has lost its way. It is dishonest with the
nothing for the aged. | want to know what happened to thgpeople whom it has been elected to serve. It is inept and
$100 000 that was announced by this Government in Marchiogical. It is a Government of black holes of its own making,
last year. and it is a Government of dark lies that will come back to

Another major concern to me is the area of disabilityhaunt it.
services. | have had many discussions with a range of people
in relation to this area. The document, under the heading Ms BREUER (Giles): | have been through the budget
‘Care for people with disabilities’, states that there will be papers—they help me to sleep at night—and | can find very
direct care intervention support services and goods providédittle reference to regional South Australia other than a few
from a variety of sources to assist persons with disabilitiesmall sections which refer to regional development. Members
and their carers to maintain quality of life in the wider on the other side of the House disgust me. There are many
community. It details a snapshot of respite care, other respitgountry members on the other side of the House, but what do
and recreation day programs in home support, case managhey really care about regional development? They are all
ment and brokerage. For all those areas, there is no increastoseted close to Adelaide. The member for Stuart came into
Regarding accommodation for people with disabilities, theréhe House for a minute and a half, had a look around, decided
is no increase. This is an absolute outrage. that there was nothing worth looking at and took off again.

A woman came to see me who is reliant on an electricThe member for Stuart should be here talking about regional
wheelchair as a result of a mishap during an operation. Shdevelopment tonight. Budget Paper 2 refers to major budget
was given a five year old wheelchair. That wheelchair hasitiatives and states:
broken down. She is totally reliant on that wheelchair and she  The 1999-2000 budget includes funding to implement high
has been told that she will have to wait for five years. lpriority initiatives that will: provide an additional stimulus to the
wonder whether the Minister for Disability Services could economy. . boost employment opportunities, particularly for youth;

cope without his car for five years, or whether he could COpgrovide aregional development focus; and enhance core community

- - " S ~MServices.

without shoes on his feet for five years, which is the equiva- ] )
I recently attended a forum organised by Parent Advocac{Pcus'? | refer to page 4.12 of Budget Paper 2 which, under

in relation to the urgent need for accommodation for peopléhe heading ‘Regional Economic Conditions’, states:
with intellectual disabilities. It is an absolute disgrace that| Employment in non-metropolitan South Australia fell by 2 800
cannot find anything in these budget documents that shov@yer this period—
any increase in the help that is being provided to these peoplelah, blah, blah—
Under the heading ‘Crisis accommodation’ there is no target, yhe yorke and Lower North, Eyre and Far North regions of the
for 1999-2000. There is no target for young offenders. Whastate. This area encompasses the Iron Triangle—

gtiviviat-hatas .
sort of Government is this? This is the Government thapa\/e members opposite not yet learnt that no-one uses the

slashed moneys to public schools and it slashed moneys {9, <o Triangle’ any more; itis the ‘Spencer Gulf Cities

our hospitals—14 000 beds were slashed. area'—

The member for MacKillop referred to hip operations and Whyalla, Port Pirie and Port Augusta which have experienced
said that people ”‘?ed to realise that they have the best hea@&sidyerabyle reductions in manufgacturing employmenr':, railway
system, possibly, in the world. Let the honourable membeg|osures and the accompanying spiral of a loss of banking and
tell that to the lady whom | visited and who, because of thezovernment services and a drift in population levels. This region
pain, had to crawl around her house to tend to her duties. Leiso has the highest unemployment rate in the State—11.5 per cent
him tell her how lucky she is. We are talking about our youthin the year to March 1999.
and our sick people. What sort of a Government is this? ThisVe also find that an additional $4.5 million has been
Government happily spends millions of dollars but not onallocated for regional development. Page 1.5 of Budget Paper
things that are essential to people’s lives (the lives of my2 refers to other major expenditure initiatives. | refer to the
constituents). They spend it on consultants, soccer stadium@ueen Elizabeth Hospital redevelopment, $4.3 million. Fine,
and blow-outs for radio networks: a further $448 million in | am happy about that. There is the Daw Park Repatriation
extra spending, but none of those vital issues that | havelospital redevelopment, $10.4 million; State Library
mentioned have been covered. redevelopment, $21.3 million; Southern Expressway,

This Government needs to get its priorities right. | was$34.1 million; and the Botanic Garden Wine and Rose
heartened yesterday to hear an address by Rex Jory of tBevelopment, $13 million. Tell the people in northern South
Advertiser He said that he felt that the decisions of Govern-Australia about these amounts of money. Next, there is the
ments (both Federal and State) are creating a sense of peopdgional infrastructure development fund, $4.5 million; and
losing control of their lives. He was critical of members of $.7 million for an office of regional development. One
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statistic to which | referred was the Southern ExpresswayVhat is so sensitive and secret about it? | keep asking that.

$34.1 million. | shudder to think what the plans are for that area. Will you
The Hon. W.A. Matthew: Hear, hear! And what a good build a secret arms base, a nuclear power station, a nuclear
projectitis. waste disposal dump or perhaps a ship breaking business?

Ms BREUER: That is wonderful. | am very pleased for Who knows!
the metropolitan, city residents of this part of the State. Last This Government promotes itself as being vitally con-
night, | travelled from Whyalla. | travelled between Port cerned with regional development, yet it then spends
Augusta and Port Pirie, a patch of road of about 85 kilo-$4.5 million—which is an absolute pittance; it is tea money
metres. Earlier this year there were a number of majofor this Government—on regional development. This
accidents on that stretch of road, and a number of lives wer@overnment is really concerned about regional development
lost. It is one of the most dangerous roads in this State. It i;n metropolitan Adelaide and the Hills zone. It takes me
appalling to drive that section of road, particularly at night10 hours to get to Marla, so | certainly do not consider Mount
when itis dark. Not only do you struggle with kangaroos butBarker or Clare to be areas of real regional development. The
you struggle with road trains, trucks, caravans, vehicles, etGovernment is concerned with areas that are close to
There is one passing lane on that stretch of road. | spemdelaide and those areas held by the Independents.
virtually the whole distance travelling at 80 km/nto 85 km/h  This Government has a wonderful opportunity to do
because | was behind a truck and did not have the guts bmething about regional development by building this power
overtake. There is only one arterial passing lane on thajtation at Whyalla. On 27 August last year, in answer to a
section of road. The Government is spending $34.1 milliomuestion about progress being made in setting up the regional
on the Southern Expressway (which is not very long in termsjevelopment task force, the Deputy Premier said:
of kilometres), while there is 85 kilometres of a major arterial  qpe of the terms of reference was to devise a regional rejuvena-
road in the north of the State on which it is not spendingion program to make the cities and regions more attractive to the
anything. This is appalling. capital investment needed to create the industries and the flow-on

| refer back to the unemployment figures. Do memberdobs. )
know what these figures mean? Build the power station aéul}— E‘Z 0'}\'/?”8{'}?8 ][ﬁgfeﬁtoer?t;f the Premier that the Northern Spencer
Whyalla and not at Pelican Point. Members opposite can g P i )
laugh about it. You all wait for me to say it in Question Time, !t has been forgotten. On 3 March 1999, the Deputy Premier
and | keep saying it again and again. | work on the premisg'ade a ministerial statement, as follows:
that, if | say it often enough, when Pelican Point falls in a  Regional development is particularly important to the State of
heap you might take notice and build that power station apouth Australia and this Government is strongly committed to
Whyalla. | am very sincere about this. It is not a joke. Whyenhancmg the economic and social well-being of rural communities.
will the Government not consider building this power stationYet he spends only $4.5 million on regional development! |
at Whyalla? It would provide an impetus to our area; it mighttruly believe that the State Government has missed out on a
solve our unemployment problem:; it might be a catalyst fotinique opportunity for real regional development with its
regional development. | do not know how many members ar@ecision to locate the power station at Pelican Point. We have
aware that some 500 houses are for sale in Whyalla. There@shumber of reasons why we want it in Whyalla, and this
a major unemployment problem in Whyalla. We have a reafsovernment has given counter-reasons to our arguments.
crisis in terms of our future. But it is a safe Labor seat. WhdHowever, they are not true. The Government should listen to
cares? what we are saying. There is a very small transmission loss

We have repeatedly called on the Premier and th&0om Whyalla, butitis well within the limits that are accepted
Treasurer to listen to us. We want this power station irll over the world. This new power station will be a catalyst
Whyalla—not at Pelican Point. My arguments are based offr our area in winning major programs, projects and
regiona| de\/e|0pment and opportunity for regiona| sOutanestments in regional South Australia. Itis an opportunity
Australia, which is very dear to my heart, to go ahead!o tip the balance back in our favour and give us an oppor-
Mr Speaker, | am glad you are here tonight, because you lodkinity to win projects in our region.
as though you are listening; | am not sure if you are, butyou Mr Acting Speaker, why will your Government not
look as though you are listening—and certainly nobody elséespond to the protests of the people of Port Adelaide and
is. That is the problem we in Whyalla have: nobody will Pelican Point and respond to the citizens of Whyalla and do
listen to us. There are a couple of larrikins opposite who ar§omething about building the power station there? | note with
making a few comments, but | am sure they are not reallynterest the push to establish a low level radioactive waste
listening to what | am saying: build the power station atdump in the northern region of the State. Is this what your
Whyalla and not at Pelican Point. We feel like the hickanswer to regional development is about? Is the attitude, ‘Put
country cousins up there; nobody will listen to what we area dump up there; that will give them a few jobs and shut them
saying. We will not go away; we will keep saying this: why up.’ Do you want to make us all glow in the dark?
can we not have it? It has become a real crusade for us. We The Deputy Premier spoke about low level radioactive
can counter every reason we are given why we cannot haweaste last week in Parliament when he described how safe it
that power station. These reasons are not based on fact or avas, and he also said that the Government was really just
not important: they are totally irrelevant. | ask: why will you looking at the project. How much can we believe? We know
not consider us? Is there some hidden reason why thdat there is a major push by Pangea to establish a high level
Government will not consider building the power station atdump in our part of the State. If you put the low level
Whyalla? Why do the Government and John Olsen have thigdioactive waste in there, it is the next step, it is a new
passion to build at Pelican Point against the feelings of all therogression.
citizens, particularly the citizens in that area who are up in  Today | tabled a petition from the residents of Woomera,
arms about this. | attended a rally last week with people frorAindamooka and also Roxby Downs opposing the establish-
Pelican Point. So, why will the Premier not consider usment of that dump in our part of the State. Mr Acting
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Speaker, how would you like it if we dug up your backyard ~We've been fighting against this radioactive waste—this
and stuck in a few radioactive rods? | am sure that you anEOII(S,On—fOr flnotfert]h?n one year. A,fgrl]Jt";]g IabOUt g, ttatlrlﬁlnq"to Dfilopg)e,
; ; .asking people to help us. They might help us, but they'll really be
Fhe Premier would not be happy about Iti You do not want I|I?ILeIping themselves. Whitefellas have got kids too, we all have to live
in your backyard, and we do not want it in our backyard.in the country.
Some of the sites they are looking at are about 50 kilometres And then—we really couldn’t believe it when we heard them talk
from settled areas in that part of the State. | know that therabout sending the rubbish from all other countries as well! They must
are not a lot of peop'e there by your Standardsy Mr Actin ea"yWanttO kl” US' We Ca_n’t believe it! How can yOU.IiVe like that.
Speaker. The attitude is, ‘Itis out in the bush, so who cares%heyyiﬁ-rea"y at‘r']m'n%t? W'petrﬂ‘e country out—not just us but all
: > > iving things in the whole earth!
They are all probably in-bred by your reasoning anyway, SO |ts from our grandmothers and our grandfathers that we've
it will not make a lot of difference. However, it does make alearned about the land. This learning isn’t written on paper as
lot of difference to us. whitefellas’ knowledge is. We carry it instead in our heads and we're

; ; Iking from our hearts—for the land. You fellas—whitefellas—put
. I h_ave received a letter from some women in Coober I_:’ed s in the back all the time, like we've got no language for the land.

Itis signed by a number of women, and some of them signefj;t we've got the story for the land. Listen to us!

by making their mark. They are Aboriginal women from the

Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta Aboriginal Corporation. The petition Lorrer?*nde:r&]gértg t?ﬁngglrjsignb deﬁg\l/JvSAGblotHI?rll(allt 'Ségelrgimﬁg{ta:é
has the marks of lvy Stewart, Eileen Brown and Lucy Wilton; g peop P

the signatures of Dianna Edwards and Emily Austin; and th f the State feel. | have met and spoken to a lot of those

: : . women. They feel very strongly about this. They are not
marks of Angelina Wonga and Peggy Cullinan. They say. motivated by rabid greenies or anything else. They feel very

We are Aboriginal women—Yankunytjatjarra, Antikirinya and gyrongly about their land, their children and their children’s

Kokatha. We know the country. The poison the Government i_':f lfthe G , . | devel
talking about will poison the land. We say, ‘NO radioactive dump!uture. If the Government's answer to regional development

in our ngura—in our country.’ It's strictly poison—we don’t want IS to set up a radioactive waste dump in our part of the State,
it. We were born on the earth, not in the hospital. We were born irGod help this State.
the sand. Mother never put us in the water and washed us when we

were born straight out. They dried us with the sand. Then they put P
us—newborn baby—fireside, no blankets; they put us in the war The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Year 2000

sand. And after that, when the cord comes off, they put us througfrompliance): 1 move:
the smoke. We really know the land. From a baby we grow uponthe That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
land. _ _ extended beyond 10 p.m.
Never mind our country is the desert—that’s where we belong. . .
And we love where we belong, the whole land. We know the stories  Motion carried.
for the land. The Seven Sisters travelled right across—in the
Beginning. They formed the land. It's very important Tjukur—the ~ Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): |was very deeply moved
Law, the Dreaming that must not be disturbed. The Seven Sisters 3 the letter that the member for Giles read, and | think that

everywhere. We can give the evidence for what we say—we ca| : :
show you the dance of the Seven Sisters. those words should be heeded. There is a great message in

Listen to us! The desert lands are not as dry as you think! Canthem for those of us who do not know the land as well as the
the Government plainly see that there is water here. Nothing can livAboriginal people in those regions do.
without water. There’s a big underground river underneath. We The dishonesty of this State budget is that the Government

know that the poison from the radioactive dump will go down under, : S . : . )
the ground and leak into the water. We drink from this water. Onlyhas attempted to use it to hide its own financial mismanage

the Government and people like that have tanks. The animals drifient of this State’s finances. The Premier misled the people
from this water—malu—kangaroo, kalaya—emu, porcupine—at the last election. The Treasurer of the day, Stephen Baker,
ngintaka, perentie—goanna, and all the others. We eat thesgid that the 1997 budget was on target and that we were in

animals—that's our meat. We're worried that any of these animal s ; S . .
will become poisoned and we’ll become poisoned in our turn. afair financial position; that position was put to the people;

Everywhere there is underground water. We know that. It doesn®Nd they voted the Liberal Government into office.
matter what station you make the dump on or near. They've all got Just a few months later, the Premier, John Olsen, told us
wells. The sheep and cattle have to drink from the bores. Of coursghat we were suddenly in financial strife and we had to sell

they'll get poisoned in their turn. Can't the pastoralists see thagETsA It was an amazing turnaround. Someone must have

plainly? . . .

The poison the Government s talking about is from Sydney. W een using Treasury finances to play the pokies for t_he
say send it back to Sydney. We don't want it! Are they trying to kill Treasury coffers to plummet to the extent that the Premier
us? We're a human being. We're not an animal. We're not a dog. Iisaid they had in just a few short months.
the old days the white man used to put a poison in the meat—throw \n/e now know that we were not told the truth at the last
them to feed the dogs and they got poisoned straight out and th . ;
they died. Now they want to put the poison in the ground. We Wan?gectlon and, becguse the L_abor Party Stan_ds firm "?md seeks
our life. to honour an election commitment and keep its promise to the

All of us were living when the Government used the country forpeople of this State that we do not and will not support the
the Bomb. Some were living at Twelve Mile, just out from Coober sale of ETSA, the Premier tries to lay the blame on us for his

Pedy. The smoke was funny and everything looked hazy. Everybodyyy and his Government’s mismanagement of State funds.
got sick. Other people were at Mabel Creek, and many people g

sick. Some of the Old People got really sick and died. Some peopll€ Uses blackmail tactics on the people of this State by
were living at Wallatinna. Other people got moved away. Whitefellasdumping a range of taxes that he knows the majority of our
and all got sick. citizens cannot afford and, if he does not know it, he is out

When we were young, no women got breast cancer or any othejf touch with the community. | suspect that is partly true, and

kind of cancer. Cancer was unheard of with men either. And n PR ;
asthma—uwe were people without sickness. The Government thoug 9'50 suspect that he knows that it will cause hardship, and

they knew what they were doing then with that poison then. Nowhne uses that as part of his pressure games. Itis quite disgust-
again they are coming along and telling us poor blackfellas—‘Ohjng to think that such tactics are used against the people so
weéet'ﬁ ntOIhlngtt,nag'S 90In9|_t|? h&\prt)ebn' n%thlng fhgomgpt\o 5'” youthat the Premier can achieve his ideological goals.

nd that will still happen like that bomb over there.” And we're ; ;
worrying for our kids. We've got a lot of kids growing up on the ETSAwas bgckfllp No. 1. Backflip No. 2 came not ang
country and still coming more—grandchildren and great grandchildafter. The Premier argued that we needed to sell at the highest

ren. They have to have their life. price and that all the proceeds of the sale would go to debt
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reduction. Early in 1999, he retracted that and said thdittle if any money left over to cover any future emergencies.
$1 billion from the sale of the power assets would be spenin fact, she has trouble paying her bills.
on State infrastructure—infrastructure which his Government Family number three consists of two adults and one child.
has continued to cut savagely. Now we hear that none of thEhey are financially in a better position than are families one
proceeds of a sale, if it went ahead, would go on deband two. Their combined gross fortnightly income is $1 150
reduction. The Premier would use the money to prop umnd their expenditure for basic essential items is around $700
services that his Government has plundered on grossfortnight. They are left with $450 a fortnight for savings
overspending on consultants’ fees and squandered on sorard miscellaneous items. They are in a much better position,
of the Government’s whims. but they have no assets to sell or investments if they get into
How can the Premier expect the people of South Australistrife, and they are deeply concerned about these taxes that
or the business sector to have confidence in the State whaill range from $300 to $500. They are concerned about how
he so blatantly misled the people and abused parliamentatipey will manage to pay them if something happens and they
process? It is no wonder that this State is in a state ofet into financial difficulties or if an emergency crops up,
confusion. Perhaps we should put that on our numberplatesuch as the car needing a new set of tyres. This family is not
The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: on a high income, but they received an indexed pay increase

Mrs GERAGHTY: ‘Unkind, says the Deputy Premier— recently, which put them over the allowable limit for the
but quite true. Now we have this horrific State budget, which>chool Card and the Health Card.
will impact on medium to low income families. Itis an anti- A ministerial discretion reinstated the School Card but
family budget. It punishes the aged and those on pensions affeere was no such discretion for the Health Card. Not having
fixed incomes. Far from being a jobs growth budget, thes8CCess to the Health Card when earning such a low wage puts
new State taxes, combined with the GST, are likely tdmmense pressure on struggling budgets. This, coupled with
adversely impact on consumer confidence in the retail anti® additional cost of living increases as well as increased
tourist sectors. Added to this is the job shedding in the publiéovernment taxes and, to placate the Minister, fees and
sector, which is to continue along with diminished publiccharges, will cripple them, and those on much lower incomes
sector services and resources. Itis the catastrophic effect th4fll be simply much worse off.

this budget will have on families on lower and fixed incomes T he Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:
that is just so unfair. Mrs GERAGHTY: There are points about the ETSA

Households with an average family of two children aredebate that need to be raised, but | will continue on with this.

likely to face an increase of approximately $500 a year—andWant the Premier to be able to explain to me or my constitu-
this does not include the $172 million-odd in fines and feesNts where the families will get the money to pay for all these
which are really taxes, and the GST. That is yet to come. Government tax Increases out OT budgets that are struggling
The Hon. W.A. Matthew: How do you call a fine atax? "OW- We have pensioners who, if they are renting from the
Mrs GERAGHTY: The way this Government tells us Housing Trust, are automatically hit with an increase in their
about levies and fines, they are taxes rent, so that gives them Ilttle_scqpe of being able to save
' R money to cover any cost of living increases.

The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: This family budget data is important because it shows a
_The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! The yariety of households on fixed incomes who simply will not
Minister will not excite the honourable member. be able to afford the Government’s tax hikes. There is just no

Mrs GERAGHTY: | wonder whether the Premier has room for these constituents to manoeuvre financially. Cases
any idea of how many thousands of people are currently and 2 have no fat in their budgets. The onslaught of a GST
living in poverty and trying to manage by juggling bill to bill. ‘as well will mean that there will be higher transport and other
Perhaps | can enlighten him as to what is happening in thgosts for these low income earners and pensioners to deal
real world by outlining the budget of some of my constituentsyith. So, it is an overall recipe for families defaulting on
who have come to me since the release of the State budggiture bills, skimping on food which many of them are doing
and are worrying about how they will manage in the weeksow, and falling into real poverty.
and years ahead. Quite frankly, this is just an appalling situation, especially

Family number one consists of a couple—one beingince the Liberal Government is putting people in this
disabled—uwith no children. They have a combined fixedsituation. They will get into this situation as a direct impact
pension income of $608 a fortnight. Their fortnightly of the Government’s budget and, | might say, the previous
expenses include Housing Trust rent and maintenance, $158nes. This is a situation over which these people have no
food, $200; vehicle, $70; newspapers, $15; ETSA, $20¢ontrol—well, not at this time; maybe at the next State
Telstra, $10; medicines, $10; credit account, $30; clothesslection. Since the Liberal Government has come into office,
$10; insurance, $20; and, excess water $4—so everythingishas increased taxes and, to placate the Minister again, fees
budgeted in. Their total expenditure is more than $500and charges by approximately $700 million, and this budget
leaving them with a total of $61 a fortnight for miscellaneouswill probably see it tip the $1 billion mark.
items and for saving to cover emergency expenses. Not People are sick and tired of being hammered with
everybody is able to spend $200 on food, but we have to takéicreased taxes, even though the Government attempts to
into account that in some families such as this one there amisguise the taxes as fees or charges. People are sick of it
special dietary needs, which cost a lot more. because they see no benefit coming to themselves, their

The second family consists of a single parent with a twdamily or the community. Instead, they have all seen areas
month old child. She has $362 a fortnight plus $120 childsuch as health, education and so on continue to receive
allowance in the alternate week. Her total basic expenditurmassive cuts. We have medical and dental waiting lists
equals $359 a fortnight, leaving her to live on the fortnightlyblowing out, and health, education, housing and a myriad of
child allowance of $120. Given that her child is ill and sheother public services and resources being seriously dimin-
needs to travel from the country to the city regularly, she hagshed.



1544 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 1 June 1999

I was somewhat appalled to hear the member fol986 and 1996, families living on incomes below 60 per cent
MacKillop make the comment that people were squawkingf the average weekly wage rose from 25.8 per cent to
about this budget, or something similar. Perhaps those peopld..7 per cent. Over 107 328 households, or 587 739 people
who are squawking are the elderly who are in great painvere recorded as living below the Henderson poverty line and
while waiting for a hip replacement. The biggest fraud beind33 845 of these were children. The significance of this figure
played out by the Government is that it has overspent itg that it was recorded in 1996.
budget by some $200 million, with more than a $100 million  Over the past three years there has been a continued
blow-out on the Government radio network, $28 million for upward level of unemployment and redundancies from
the failed Australis Galaxy pay TV project and $80 million Government and private sector corporations, placing even
per year for consultants, which includes those consultants agreater pressure on social welfare and infrastructure. The
lavish salaries and travel expenses who were hired to promobdinister’s planned cuts to human services will only exacer-
the sale of ETSA. bate the problems of those families who are dependent on

Then there is the capital works budget which the GovernWelfare services. Amongst 65 per cent of community welfare
ment has continually underspent since 1993 by som@rganisations, the ACOSS 1998 survey showed a 73 per cent
$800 million. What has happened to this money? Manyncreasein demand for their services. Organisations |§jent|f|ed
people in my electorate would like to see where this unsperif'€ reasons for such a demand on their services as increased
capital works budget has gone. Earlier this year the Premidiuman need and referrals from other agencies, which include
promised that $1 billion would be taken out of the sale of ouGovernment departments such as Family and Youth Services.
power utilities and put into social infrastructure. However, thel Make the point about Family and Youth Services that it is
Government said nothing about the $800 million it held overeferring its clients to charities and that is pretty staggering.
from those successive capital works budgets over the years. Further, 50.1 per cent of respondents to the survey
In effect, the public were being offered $200 million for the reported that their most frequent reason for seeking assistance
sale of a power asset. Now we see that the capital work§as the rise in expenses, particularly utility and food bills.

budget has been cut, but the Premier says he is hoping fhese are exceptionally disturbing figures, butin the light of
improve employment opportunities in this State. the current State budget—and we have to remember the

- . . GST—it is going to be a catastrophic situation. There is no

As significant employment infrastructure spending COMEY bubt that many more thousands of people will be added to

through capital works budgets it is confusing to see how thg, o ¢ iistics in the future and | can see that many families
Premier can achieve his jobs growth. Increases in youth al ill go without power and hot water, as shamefuily many

middle age employment will only barely reach the continue eople are right now, because they do not have money to pay

redundancy attrition levels from State Government depar '?rthese additional imposts. Threats that this results from not

ments. Small business has been hard hit by increased Statg,: . : :
Government taxes and it is now threatening a revolt again%:g"mg or leasing ETSA are simply thuggery tactics because

. . : : X e people in South Australia know that these taxes result
the GST which small business believes will cost jobs. from the Government's mismanagement of funds, as | said

Mr Meier: | think it will help create jobs. before.
The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Goyder is Once it was considered that adequate housing was a basic
out of order. human right for every citizen, but that is not so now. As the

Mrs GERAGHTY: | await that with bated breath and we Government reduces housing stock, these low income
will see. South Australia’s jobless rate is already steady dgmilies will find it very hard, particularly those on pensions,
9 per cent, with the highest youth unemployment rate sadlip f|no_l suitable accommodation. .I have anotherl redevelop-
steady at about 36.3 per cent. The planned cuts of abolR€ntin my electorate. We have lived through Hillcrest, we
$46 million to the health budget and the overall cuts of'® going through Windsor Gardens and, in the future, it will
$108 million to the human services budget will do little for b€ Gilles Plains, and this is causing a great deal of trauma.
employment growth in South Australia. In fact, it will While we supportwhat the Governmentis doing in redevel-
markedly increase the number of those living in poverty in®Ping, we do not support what the government is doing in
this State. The national welfare umbrella ACOSS recentlyeducing stock. This budget will go down in the State's
conducted a survey ‘Australians Living on the Edge’, whichiStory as one of the most draconian—

found that 162 000 people were living in poverty in South  1he ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Australia. member’s time has expired.

The survey showed that 40 per cent of households have Ny MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
an annual income of below $25 000, whilst one-third of rural

families have an annual income of below $16 000. It showed ADJOURNMENT

that during 1998 47 per cent of South Australians were in

receipt of a Government payment or allowance. Initsreport At 10.17 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
ACOSS also referred to a survey that showed that, betweehJune at 2 p.m.



