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Gaming Machines—Fees

Land Tax—Fees

Petroleum Products Regulation—Fees
Tobacco Products Regulation—Fees

By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon.

D.C. Kotz)—

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

PUBLIC TRUSTEE, MOUNT GAMBIER

A petition signed by 124 residents of South Australia

requesting that the House urge the Government not to close
the Public Trustee office in Mount Gambier was presented

by Mr McEwen.
Petition received.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Deputy Premier, for the Premier (Hon.
J.W. Olsen)—
Fees Regulation Act—Regulations—Fees

By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources
and Regional Development (Hon. R.G. Kerin)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Meat Hygiene—Fees
Mines and Works Inspection—Fees
Mining—Fees
Opal Mining—Fees
Petroleum—Fees
Seeds—Fees

By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon.
M.H. Armitage)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Dangerous Substances—Fees
Explosives—Fees
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare—Fees
Roads (Opening and Closing)—Fees
State Records—Fees
Valuation of Land—Fees
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation—Medical
Practitioner Scale of Charges

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
Brown)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Adoption—Fees
Controlled Substances—
Fees General
Fees Pesticide
Fees Poisons
Development—Fees
Harbors and Navigation—Fees
Housing Improvement—Fees
Motor Vehicles—
Fees
Trade Plates Fees
Passenger Transport—General Fees
Public and Environmental Health—Fees
Radiation Protection and Control—Fees
Road Traffic—
Expiation Fees
Inspection Fees
South Australian Health Commission—
Fees
Private Hospital Fees
Recognised Hospital Fees

By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services and
Training (Hon. M.R. Buckby)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Financial Institutions Duty—Non Dutiable Receipts

Regulations under the following Acts—
Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium—Fees
Crown Lands—Fees
Environment Protection—
Beverage Containers
Fees and Levies
National Parks and Wildlife—
Hunting Fees
Permit Fees
Pastoral Land Management and Conservation—Fees
Water Resources—Fees

By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon.
I.F. Evans)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Associations Incorporation—Fees
Bills of Sale—Fees
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration—Fees
Building Work Contractors—Fees
Business Names—Fees
Community Titles—Fees
Conveyancers—Fees
Co-operatives—Fees
Cremation—Permit Fees
Emergency Services Funding—Unpaid Levy
Firearms—Fees
Land Agents—Fees
Liquor Licensing—Fees
Plumbers, Gas Fitters and Electricians—Fees
Real Property—
Fees
Transfer Fees
Registration of Deeds—Fees
Second-Hand Vehicle Dealers—Fees
Security and Investigation Agents—Fees
Sexual Reassignment—Fees
Strata Titles—Fees
Supreme Court—
Fees
Probate Fees
Trade Measurement Administration—Charges
Travel Agents—Fees
Workers' Liens—Fees

By the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.
I.F. Evans)—
Racing Act—Regulations—Percentage Totalization

By the Minister for Local Government (Hon.
M.K. Brindal)—

Local Government—Regulations—Fees.
ADELAIDE AIRPORT

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Minister for Industry and
Trade): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: The Government welcomes
today’s announcement by the ACCC of its draft decision on
new passenger charges at Adelaide Airport, agreeing to a PFC
of $3.45. The ACCC will now seek comment on that draft
decision. Moving Adelaide Airport from its current inefficient
and operationally inadequate state to a level that can support
the reasonable economic development aspirations of South
Australia has been one of this Government’s most important
priorities for infrastructure development within South
Australia. The multiuser integrated terminal (MUIT) will be
another step in the rebuilding of the State’s tourism and
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business infrastructure so poorly neglected by previous
Governments. QUESTION TIME
As all members would be aware, this Government has ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION

worked extremely hard, with strong support from QANTAS,

Ansett, Adelaide Airport Limited and the Federal Airports  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
Corporation, over the last three years to develop a proposgliestion is directed to the Acting Premier. Given all the
to integrate and upgrade the passenger terminals at Adelaipgomises made to the community by both the Premier and the
Airport in a manner that is commercially sound. Treasurer, and given the critical importance that the Olsen
Government has placed upon the claimed level of interest
savings from the planned ETSA privatisation, will the Deputy
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Peake! Premier explain which of the two significantly different
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Adelaide Airport is the poor figures used by the Premier and the Treasurer last Friday is

cousin of mainland Australia’s capital city airports. For a city €"Tect? . . o

in excess of one million people the airport as the State's front _Last Friday the Premier claimed that the privatisation of
door is at best substandard. The domestic terminal buildinds T SA would ‘save something in the order of $500 million
itself a temporary building when first erected in the 1950sWorth of interest’. On the same day, when asked how much
has no aerobridge access, making for appalling servicke privatisation of ETSA would reduce the State’s interest
standards on all but fine weather days. The building has sevéM!, the Treasurer (Mr Lucas) said, ‘The commentators say,
different roof lines, reflecting a process of ongoing temporaryvell, around $300 million.” Who is right and who is wrong?
fixes as the primary means of facilitating the growth of The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the Leader for his
services needed for a city of Adelaide’s size. This process dfuestion. He has picked up on some statements that were
facilitating growth througtad hog fragmented adding-on has reported in such a way—

resulted in a facility that has major maintenance problems and The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

is functionally flawed. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: First, who knows what we will

S . et for the lease or sale of ETSA, anyway? Secondly,
The fact that the building is effectively owned separatelyg . ; .
by the two domestic carriers, who have delineated their are%%hatever we get will determine how much debt is actually

through different carpets abutting each other down a centr. :;)i;gélrztw ;g%&g;g%g:‘%ﬂ%&% gsggtﬁ:ui\gﬁg: é?]gi?ihe
o oy T oo s s hgECle 1 We Iooked a et figure afe everything i aken
has one aerobridge serving on certain days of the week thré%to account,'we \{voulld gome up with a different figure.
Members interjecting:

aircraft, resulting in delays and additional costs to airline .

users. Further, the short distance between the check-jn The Hon. R.G. KERIN: We do not know the figure
counters and the front door results on many occasions iRecause we do not know what we will get for a sale or lease.
users lining up outside the terminal to check in. The confined?€SPite what the figure is, it will be of enormous benefit—
meeter and greeter area is equally overcrowded. The poor Members interjecting:

service standards for international passengers at this facility The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the call.

is a matter raised not infrequently by international business Mr Foley interjecting:

visitors considering investing in South Australia. The SPEAKER: Order!

The new integrated international and domestic terminal Tht? Hfon.HR.(f.VI&ERtIN: | will explain :t S|O\{\€E{f_f0r the
facility will be designed to deal with the regional, domestic MEMPer for Hart. Whatever games we play with igures, no-
one knows what we will receive for a lease or a sale. The one

and international traffic passengers all in the one facility. It : ) g
will provide for the optimal use of infrastructure and fact that remains constant is that a lease or a sale IS well and
therefore reduce the infrastructure costs of separate terminig!y In the economic interests of ,aII South Australllans.
facilities. It will provide superior standards of service and 1€ Hon. M.D. Rann: You don’t know what the figures
will be purpose built for the needs of aviation tenants. The*'®:

proposed $193 million facility will be a multistorey building, ~ The Hon. R.G. KERIN: No, because we don’t know
will feature 10 aerobridges and will be accessed by a raisehat we are going to get.

road running the entire length of the building at the first level. Members interjecting:

The project provides a major boost for the State’s economy The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.

as a result of increased tourism and export potential. [The honourable member for Hartley.

repositions Adelaide as a major international gateway to

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

Australia. The Government welcomes this announcement and SMALL BUSINESS
looks forward to further progress on the multiuser integrated L
terminal in the near future. Mr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is directed to the

Minister for Employment.
Mr Atkinson: How is your Bill going?
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE Mr SCALZI: The Bill is going very well, Mr Atkinson.
) The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will ask
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | bring up the fourteenth report s question.
of the committee and move: Mr SCALZI: Given that small businesses generally seem
That the report be received. to hold the key to creating new jobs, how does the 1999
Employment Statement assist business to take on a new
Motion carried. employee?
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The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | thank the member for Constantly, the Labor Party refers to ‘our mates, the
Hartley for his question and acknowledge that on this side oémployers’, and they like to refer to ‘their mates, the
the House at least members are interested in employment aathployees’. | would like to refer the Labor Party in this State
especially in employment created through small business. The Tony Blair in the UK who has managed to actually look
1999 Employment Statement recognises the Governmentsast old rhetoric and who can explain to them in words they
success and improves the range of services available tan understand what we are trying to do on this side of the
business where a need has emerged. House, that is, to form a new partnership, a partnership that

Members interjecting: does not exclude employees, but a partnership that equqlly

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Opposition members would does not exclude employers. What we are trying to do is
do well to listen to the answer to this question. They mightc0me up with a constructive arrangement within the South
not realise, but there are 72 000 small businesses in this StefieStralian community to make South Australia a better place.
and they currently employ more than 245 000 people. | would Mr Conlon interjecting:
say that is a significant sector of South Australian electors The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | do not know what the
and a sector that deserves some attention. The Premi@€mber opposite is beating—probably his own drum. The
yesterday described the Manufacturing Centre as arguably ténployment Statement, as | said, adds an additional
backbone of the South Australian economy. If that is so, the28.5 million over three years. Itis a major commitment of
the small business sector Obviously represents a Verﬂ]ﬂs Government to the future of South Australia and to our

important component, say the arteries of our economy. ~ greatestresource, its people. Members opposite can continue
Mr Conlon: What are you? in the childish antics that they normally indulge in during

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | know that the member Question Time or they can help to push the State forward, and

. : hey will then be part of a process. They can either continue
opposite might be constr_ued tobea bIooq clot but | _do_ noko ge sullen andpchildish pIike some m)émbers opposite, or
know for myself. The independent review of existing ’ ’

rograms and consultation on a broad range of emplo mer%tc]ey can help us get on with the game.
prog 9 ploy Mr KOUTSANTONIS: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,

issues in the last year has culminated in the 1999 Employ; o . ; ”
ment Statement. We got out there and talked to the peopfgaiir’:g'r:j':t;_r]“'g’isrﬁﬂe‘:t'ng on the Opposition benches by

and to the UTLC and we have come up with what we hopé: ) . .

is a more focused strategy for this year. The strategy takes the The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
$100 million committed last year and adds to it $28.4 million HOPE VALLEY RESERVOIR
committed in the next three years, and | believe that all

members of the House will acknowledge that thatis a strong \1s HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

commitment given that the budget is hardly flowing at thegjyen the statement of the Minister for Environment to this

scuppers with additional funds for programs. ~House on 4 August 1998, can the Minister now explain why
Among the initiatives that we are most pleased about is ththe Hope Valley Reservoir has again been closed because of
Small Business Employer Incentive Scheme and the Humagbntamination, and can she tell the House what action she has
Resource Advisory Service, which will be continued intotaken to clean up the Hope Valley catchment, including Sixth
1999-2000. The success of these programs in 1998-99 has ledeek? Following a statement by the Minister on 4 August
the former to belng allocated an_ additional $4 mllllpn over1998 that our water Supp”es were safe from Cryptosporidium
three years to enable 1 000 trainees and apprentices to Bgd giardia, and that agencies had been told to double efforts
placed in small business. The latter apprenticeship schemg prevent contamination of our supplies, it was revealed that
was due to cease at the end of 1998-99, and that is beifgie public had not been told until six weeks later that the
allocated $400 000 over the next two years. So, by thesgope Valley Reservoir had been closed on 24 July 1998 and
schemes, there will be an incentive to increase the skills basgat the public was not warned that Sixth Creek had been
about which | know trade unions across this State argjentified as a source of pollution. A Government briefing
concerned, and a capacity for small businesses to emplgyote obtained by the Opposition under FOI states that the
more trainees. risks of contamination could be reduced through tighter
So successful has that scheme been that last year, withasdntrols on land use in the catchments.
advertising it, it was constantly over-subscribed. That is a The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | certainly do appreciate the
reason why the Government has decided to put funds into thiguestion from the Deputy Leader. As the Deputy Leader
scheme in particular. But we are equally proud of the maturevould be aware, in terms of the Hope Valley Reservoir's
age employer incentive scheme. We believe this to be a firgieing closed, that is outside the jurisdictions for which | have
in this country, and it acknowledges something that came ugny responsibility. However, | am extremely pleased that the
repeatedly in the Jobs Workshops, that is, that there are twaember has actually broached this subject, because | would
critical areas that need our attention in providing skilling andike to take the opportunity to brief the House on the back-
employment opportunity. ground as to just exactly what is happening within the
One undoubtedly is our youth. No-one in this Parliamentcatchment areas.
would argue that. The second is people aged over 40 who The House would understand that, since the Water
through no reason of their own find themselves redundant arfdesources Act 1997 was first proclaimed, there were other
in need of reskilling and help. We will provide $2 000 to mechanisms that enabled different means to operate by
companies that employ people 40 years of age and over. Théetting up catchment boards and encouraging those catchment
scheme is worth $4 million over three years and will assisboards to take some very strong steps to look at whole of
business—and we hope specifically small business—becausatchment rather than what was happening previously on an
of the experience and expertise involved, to recruit staff andd hocbasis.
at the same time enable mature age job seekers to enter theSince its inception, | advise the House, the Torrens
work force. Catchment Water Management Board has worked closely
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with Government agencies, with the Mount Lofty Rangesmember that all of these things have an effect in the outcomes
catchment program and other statutory bodies to overseecdd water quality.
major transformation in stream management in the catchment Ms Hurley interjecting:
area. In rural areas more than 100 kilometres of stream has The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: As | said, if the honourable
been rehabilitated in the past three years, with anothenember wants to direct her question elsewhere concerning
150 kilometres to be rehabilitated in the next three years. Thislope Valley, | am sure she will, but part of what she has
scale of rehabilitation is unprecedented in this State andsked concerns water quality and | am happy to give her an
reflects the rate needed to rehabilitate water courses acrossswer.
the Mount Lofty Ranges. The work undertaken by the Ms Hurley interjecting:
catchment boards has complemented the obvious fine work The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader, who
that has been undertaken by numerous land care and catdtas had a fair go with interjections.
ment groups in the Mount Lofty Ranges. The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The majority of works that have
As outstanding as these results were, unfortunately theeen undertaken involve the fencing of water courses to
actions of these groups did not lead, and were never destingclude stock access and revegetation using local native
to lead, to any significant whole of catchment rehabilitationspecies. Other works have included woody weed and exotic
of streams. It was a case of treating a few hundred metres ¢fee removal, plus the construction of erosion control
water courses rather than the many miles and kilometres @tructures. All of this has been achieved without the need to
water courses. Even though these groups had a very higBvert to regulatory enforcement. The board has made explicit
profile in the Mount Lofty Ranges, their actions led to only recognition of the public good nature of water quality and has
scattered adoption in other regions rather than the whole @lso offered land-holders a substantial package of incentives
catchment stream rehabilitation which we are into now. Ag0 encourage them to rehabilitate their water courses, and
| earlier stated, this was because the institutional arrangéhere has been a significant contribution from land-holders
ments prior to the Water Resources Act 1997 were nowith respect to on-ground costs.
conducive to facilitating these changes from a small catch- In addition to these measures (which | think members will
ment into an entire catchment area. agree are quite substantial) a departmental working group has
Members interjecting: prepared a report entitled The State of Catchment. This report
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | am sure the member who asked identifies the issues affecting water quallty in the Mpupt
hofty Ranges watershed and the strategies to minimise

the question would like to hear the answer. | am pleased t| : ;
continue to tell her that there has been a major contributio rther risk. It recognises that there are background levels of

to improving stream health through the preparation of ripariarg'ardia_

management plans for seven major catchments in the Mount Mr FOLEY: Sir, | rise on a point (.)f order. The Minister
Lofty Ranges. was asked a specific question. She is now clearly going into

Members interiecting: some detail. She has access to ministerial statements. | know
€mDbers interjecting: that she is lacking confidence in her job, but this is a bit—
The SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for Hart to The SPEAKER: Order! | cannot uphold the point of

order. order because | cannot control the length of replies—
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The respective catchment boards although | do point out to the Minister that there is the
are all implementing these plans. Over the next two yeargpportunity for ministerial statements. However, as long as
there will be three additional riparian management planshe Minister sticks to facts and does not debate the issue, she
developed for three catchments in the Mid North of the Statgs free to proceed.
Undoubtedly, the creation of catchment water management The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: My answers are totally directed
boards is one of the most significant changes to the instituo the water quality aspect of the Deputy Leader’s question,
tional arrangements that affect the management of wateind all these answers relate to management structures in place
courses in South Australia and, since the enactment of thgow. | am very pleased that the Deputy Leader asked this
legislation, some six water management boards covering keyuestion, so we can put it on the record. Allow me to
water resources of the State have been created. | am sufénclude the answer by just saying to this House that part of
members are aware of those particular boards: the Onkapatre strategies that are being developed out of The State of
inga, the Northern Adelaide and Barossa, the River MurrayCatchment report recognises that there are background levels
the Patawalonga and the River Torrens Water Catchmemjvhich are very low) of giardia and cryptosporidium in the
Boards. They have identified stream rehabilitation as a majagatercourses. However, with good management, as being
objective and have consequently allocated substantial fungferformed by the River Torrens Catchment Board manage-
towards this aim. ment, all these strategies putin place, all the monitoring that
As the member has rightly said, we are talking about ars going on and all the programs that are encouraging land
immediate circumstance. In an immediate circumstance thimianagers to look at what ends up in our river systems—
financial year allow me also to tell the House that not onlywhich is being addressed very much so by this $10 million
have the boards identified priority and stream restoration buprogram right across the whole of catchment—uwiill, in effect,
through their own budgets, they have made these allocationsontinue to reduce by a great percentage the incidences of
River Torrens $1.71 million; Patawalonga $3.05 million; these organisms in our system.
Northern Adelaide Barossa $1.1 million; Onkaparinga Wherever we have human and animal habitation there will
$1.2 million; River Murray $3.2 million; a total of always be asymptom of organisms that will be picked up by
$10.23 million that is directed into the very matter aboutwhat we have seen recently, that is, the downpours of
which the member is asking, that is, what is the quality angbrecipitation, which is our basic natural element of rainfall.
effect of any of the management that we have putin place? An honourable member interjecting:
It is all happening now: the sum of $10 million has been The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Exactly. | am glad you were
allocated to this issue and | can assure the honourablstening. Thatin itself means that the whole of the landscape
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has been drenched: all the organisms and bacteria that liesser extent the Yorke Peninsula, has not received better

around the land gather in our streams. support from the Opposition Parties. On the one hand they
Mr FOLEY: Sir, | rise on a point of order. The Minister say that they support it yet, on the other hand, they do plenty
is clearly now debating the question. to impede it as well as eroding community confidence in

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair does not uphold the aquaculture.
point that the Minister is debating the issue, but | ask her to Despite the efforts to slow it down, latest figures show that
start to wind up her reply. up to 1 600 jobs in the Port Lincoln area have been created

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | think that it was extremely through aguaculture, which has enormous spin-offs through-
important to make those final points—that we will alwaysout the Eyre Peninsula, particularly along the coastline.
have a situation where the natural elements will not allow u€ertainly, the member for Flinders has been terrifically
to have pure and absolute pristine control over our streanmsupportive of that and is very conscious of the opportunities
and our waterways. We will have good management, becaugtgs bringing to her community. As a result of the upgrade of
only under a Liberal Government has this catchment procegke Port Lincoln airport and some major private investment

come into place. in Port Lincoln, the value of seafood exports is increasing at
a quick rate.
REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT That backs up what is happening with mining, Roxby,

. ) o Beverley and, hopefully, the magnesium project, on top of
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): My question is directed to oy record grain harvests, the expansion of horticulture,

the Acting Premier. olives, the terrific success of the wine industry, the citrus
Members interjecting: industry and many others, to the extent that, as | previously
The SPEAKER: Order! _ _ mentioned, some of our regions have, for the first time in
Mrs PENFOLD: Can the Acting Premier— decades, a shortage of housing and also employment. That is
Mr Atkinson interjecting: a challenge we need to face but it is a challenge that has not

The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Spence. peen seen by Governments in South Australia for a long time.
Mrs PENFOLD: Can the Acting Premier indicate the \we have a strong commitment to the regional areas, particu-
Government's commitment to successful employmentarly to job opportunities and, despite the attempts of spoilers,
generation in regional areas? we will continue to fight for more jobs in regional South
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Ithank the honourable member aystralia.
for her question and, no doubt, the Opposition will be more  \s Breuer: Build the power station at Whyalla.
interested in this than water quality. The Government through - Ap honourable member: You generate enough gas for
its actions, its policies— it.
Mr Foley interjecting: Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for The SPEAKER: Order!
interrupting Ministers.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: —and the directions it is taking EDUCATION, CAPITAL BUDGET
is doing a lot in regard to regional employment, and |
commend the Minister for Employment on the focus he has Ms WHITE (Taylor): | direct my question to the
given regional schemes in that regard. The member fominister for Education, Children’s Services and Training.
Flinders was recently a member of the Regional Development/as Parliament misled about the amount of money allocated
Task Force which went out across South Australia angh the 1998-99 budget for capital works on school projects?
genuinely listened to what people had to say. That task forcg his budget speech on 28 May 1998, the Treasurer told the
brought down a report which included many recommendatjouse that the 1998-99 capital works program included
tions, some of which have already been taken up. The Offic&g4 million for capital works in schools, pre-schools and
of Regional Development will keep a close eye on coordinachild-care centres’. On 30 June 1998 the Minister told the
tion, across Government, of job creation programs, among${ouse that the capital budget for schools had been cut from
many other issues. $106 million the previous year to $84 million in 1998-99.
One major initiative under the 1999 Employment State-  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | will check on the figures
mentis to improve services to employers in country regionsthat have been raised by the member for Taylor and bring
That will be critical in creating the jobs and the regionalback a reply.
development that we want. | certainly commend the Minister
and previous Ministers of this Government in that trainee- SMALL BUSINESS
ships have made an enormous difference, whether they be
public or private, in regional areas. They have been a major Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Minister for
initiative. Industry and Trade advise the House of the findings of the
Part of the Employment Statement to which the Ministerreview into the small business emergency service?
referred included $800 000 for an aquaculture business The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | thank the member for Waite for
development program to expand jobs in what is a venhis question. He and other members such as the members for
exciting industry. That backs up the Government'sHeysen and Fisher—and the member for Mitchell as well,
$4.5 million commitment to aquaculture; the 120 traineeshipfrom memory—have written to me in the past month about
(many of which are based on the Eyre Peninsula); anthe review that was undertaken by the Department of Industry
assistance to aquaculture developments through the Rahd Trade into the small business emergency service.
Reform Committee, which is chaired by the member forMembers might recall that the service was set up in
Bragg. | thank the honourable member for his efforts in thafl997 really as a way to provide advisory service and counsel-
respect. It is a pity that aquaculture, which is a majoiring services to try to reduce the emotional and financial
opportunity, particularly for the Eyre Peninsula and to adistress in small business areas and to try to avoid a number
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of small business failures in the crises that do occur from tim&very member of this House would recognise the enormous
to time, and hopefully reduce the number and the cost gbotential there is for economic development and employment
business failures within the State. generation within the tourism industry. It is equally important
We have reviewed the service twice. The first review wador us to know some of the good news that comes out of the
inconclusive; it could not come down with a conclusion onetourism sector.
way or the other. A second review from an economic point | believe itis of great interest to know that since 1994-95
of view recommended that the facility service not continuethe value of tourism to our State’s economy has increased by
but it did add the rider that it was almost impossible toat least $300 million, so that it is now generating more than
measure some of the social benefits such as the reduction$2.2 billion, a pretty significant component. It is fairly
suicides or in the number of breakdowns. The department hadbvious that some members opposite are not interested in the
spent about $290 000 since 1997, when it was first estalyood news that this Government has, that is, that the direct
lished. It now has an annual budget of about $90 000 a yea@mployment generated from tourism has increased by more
Itis my judgment that, for $90 000, if you can provide somethan 4 000 to over 30 000. Again, in our current times |
benefit to small business so that someone does not lose thaiould have thought that some of those employment figures
house or can leave business in a better financial shape thamuld be welcomed by members opposite rather than just
would otherwise have been the case, that is probably mondgughed at.
well invested. The indirect estimates suggest that the travel, tourism and
Members would be aware that the service is run througlhospitality industries combined account for more than 50 000
the Adelaide Central Mission in conjunction with both thejobs across this State, and | would have thought that that was
Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia and thepretty significant. But to keep these jobs growing—
Australian Society of Certified Practising Accountants who Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
provide financial advice from time to time. We have decidedErskine May says that questions are inadmissible that require
that we will continue the service for another three years irinformation set forth in accessible documents such as statutes
conjunction with the Adelaide Central Mission. We haveor ordinary works of reference. All the information we have
asked it to specifically come back to us with any policy issuedeen hearing and are promised was in the budget that was
we might be able to address on a more whole of Governmenabled in this House last week.
basis, so we can adjust some programs in other departments The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order
in order to provide a little more support to small business. Wenasmuch as what the honourable member has said is correct
are happy to look at that. For those members who have raised far as Standing Orders go. | ask the Minister to take that
the issue, they can go back to their electorates saying that tirgo account in the framing of her reply.

service will continue for at least another three years. The Hon. J. HALL: It is obvious from some of the
remarks that members opposite do not like hearing the good
EDUCATION, CAPITAL BUDGET news relating to tourism and the growth that it is generating

o this State. One of the successes of our ongoing growth in
‘Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the tourism will be to ensure that the numbers keep coming to
Minister for Education, Children's Services and Training.south Australia. | would have thought that that would be of
Was the Estimates Committee misled on 19 June 1998 whejteat interest, because it is important to note that we are
it was told that the budget for education capital works foremparking on a very aggressive marketing campaign to get
1998-99 was $110 million? On budget day, the Treasurefore tourists here to South Australia and for those tourists to
issued a media statement saying: spend more time when they come here. In particular, we are
The building and construction industry would benefit from embarking on a very aggressive domestic and international
$110 million for capital works on schools, preschools, child-caremarketing campaign, because we need to keep reinforcing
centres and TAFE institutes. that this is a great destination with a great product.
In response to a question to the Minister about the capital Some of the initiatives we are planning will impact on all
works budget for education, the Estimates Committee waghe electorates and will generate enormous opportunities and
told: pride in this State. One of the initiatives—and | know that
The budget for 1998-99 is $110 million. every member will take a great interest in this—is the
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As | did last time, | will €xpansion of the Secrets campaign. Over the next 12 months

check the figures that have been given to the House by ti#e Will be producing three more Secrets books. So, we will

member for Taylor and return an answer to her. be out there readily selling our State secrets! And our State
Secrets are pretty important, because they will cover each of
TOURISM INITIATIVES the nine regions and each book will feature three regions. |

am delighted to be able to tell the member for Heysen that in

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Tourism  the first one the Adelaide Hills will be very strongly featured.
outline details of the successful tourism marketing initiativeOur State Secrets are of enormous relevance, because what
contained within this year’s budget that were referred to iris happening in the regions, particularly, is helping to bring
the House yesterday by the member for Wright? more tourists to our State.

The Hon. J. HALL: Given that so many activities that I would have thought that, rather than laugh about some
relate specifically to tourism are going on in the member foof these things, members opposite ought to take a very great
Colton’s electorate, he has quite a history of an interest in thisterest, because the pride in South Australia that our tourism
great and expanding industry. | was very pleased yesterdaampaigns are generating is significant. In addition to the
to hear the member for Lee, the shadow Minister for TourSecrets campaign and the sale of the State Secrets, we will be
ism, congratulating the Government on the good things it hadistributing another 200 000 of our Shorts book, which has
done for tourism in this year’s budget, and particularly hisbeen an enormously successful campaign. One of the most
congratulations on the success so far of the Secrets campaigmportant aspects of the campaign will be the extension of
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and priority that we are putting on marketing the State secreis the most recent budget, $3.6 million has been specifically
internationally. allocated to provide aged care facilities in rural communities,

Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, all these matters in other words, to expand what we are already doing very
were tabled last week with the budget papers, and theffectively in regional and country towns in South Australia.
Minister is merely reciting from an accessible document. Although it will not all be done this year, with that

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has not had the $3.6 million we are in the process of putting in 20 additional
opportunity of reading all the documents we were presenteldeds for aged care in the South-East; 20 additional beds in the
with last week, but | cannot imagine that the detail theWakefield region, which includes Maitland; eight beds at
Minister is giving us is actually in the fine print. It may come Waikerie—and | have already approved the Waikerie project
out in Estimates, but | doubt if it is in the fine print yet. At and that is under way; and six extra beds in Jamestown,
this stage | will allow the Minister to proceed. which is in the design phase and is about to be approved.

The Hon. J. HALL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. A lot of this  Those six beds at Jamestown are part of an urgent upgrade
material was not tabled last week partly because of its graphiéf aged care facilities there that | asked for earlier this year
content. | would have thought that it is of interest to knowafter visiting the hospital.
that an aspect of the international marketing campaign that In addition, with respect to Mount Gambier, where there
we are about to embark upon, which will generate lots ohas been some complaint about the lack of aged care beds,
income and employment, is the release internationally of thend nursing beds in particular, in April this year we approved
Secretbook. It will be released in three languages other tharn allocation of short-term funding for Boandik Lodge, where
English, and they are, for the interest of members oppositéhey have already 28 independent living units, so they can put
French, Italian and German, which is very important becausg4 extra beds into Mount Gambier.
it is such a key international market for us. Mr McEwen: Well done.

The other important aspect of releasing Bexretdook The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | know that the member for
internationally is the release of the travel planner, which willGordon appreciates those additional beds. They were urgently
be a very important document for international operatorsneeded. We have been arguing with the Federal Government
Tourism in South Australia at the moment is on an all-timevery strongly for the last few years to make sure that we get
high and | would have thought that, like the shadow Ministeradditional nursing beds in this State because the aged
members opposite would congratulate and be determined fopulation is increasing very substantially.
work with the Government to increase the success of tourism. | raised the point because | do not think the community

generally has understood the impact that ageing will have
EDUCATION, CAPITAL BUDGET across our community over the next 20 to 30 years. South
Australia has started providing the services very effectively,

Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the but the task ahead of us will be enormous over that period.
Minister for Education, Children’s Services and Training.The 80 years and over group is the fastest growing
Given the repeated statements to Parliament that last yeagemmunity group in Australia. Currently, about 14 per cent
capital works budget for education was $110 million andof our population is over the age of 65. Within a period of 40
given the Minister’s inability to confirm that figure today, to 50 years, we will find that 26 to 28 per cent of our
why did the Minister issue a media statement last weelpopulation is over 65 years of age. That is a huge increase
claiming that this year's $79 million capital budget for and we need to provide for it as a community.
education was $14.7 million greater than last year's?

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: This Government'’s record on HOSPITALS, PUBLIC
capital works funding for our schools bears no comparison
with that of the previous Labor Government. | have only to  Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Given the announcement by
think back to my own electorate in the 1980s to consider théhe Minister for Human Services that a budget cut of
amount of money that was spent not only in capital works bu$46 million will result in 14 000 fewer hospital admissions
also in minor maintenance works. The degradation tha&nd other services, does the Minister accept responsibility for
occurred in our schools because of the lack of money spef@tioning services, and can the Minister now tell pensioners,
by the previous Labor Government was disgraceful. Théhe aged and others requiring treatment who will now be
amount of money that this Government is spending in oufefused admission to public hospitals or denied non-admitted
schools is improving the quality of the existing schools, andservices, or does someone else have to take the blame?
the maintenance work that is being undertaken in those The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, let me explain to the
schools is excellent in comparison with that of the LaborHouse that in the current financial year, 1998-99, we have put

Government of the 1980s and early 1990s. in additional money—money which came from our cash
reserves—to meet an unprecedented demand in our public
RURAL AGED CARE FACILITIES hospital system. Whereas it was projected for this year that

we would have about 288 000 in-patients, in fact we expect
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Can the Minister for Human by the end of the year to have treated 301 000 patients. So,
Services give an update on what the Government is doing twe have exceeded the target by about 13 000 people this year.
provide increased aged care facilities for South Australians Over the last two years, because of the sudden increase in
living in rural areas? demand, particularly in two areas—one in mental health and
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | highlighted to the House the other in accident and emergency (because of the drop out
recently the much broader role that hospitals are playindy private GPs from providing after hours services), we have
Instead of providing only acute services, now they are alsbad this huge pressure put on our public hospital system. Of
providing nursing beds, hostel accommodation, in some casesurse, it is also known that we have the ageing of the
independent living, as well as invariably the medical clinicpopulation, we have the drop out from private insurance and,
and the community health service. | am delighted to say thagn top of that, we have the fact that more and more people,
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even with private insurance, are coming into our publica choice, some chose to lead farmers to believe that, despite
hospital system and being treated as public patients. what Victoria was doing, they would hold on to regulation in
Ms Stevens interjecting: other States. Of course, the commercial reality says that
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth will cannot happen.
contain herself.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, | would ask her to try
to contain herself.
Ms Stevens interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elizabeth

One reason why they have not an answer on this package
when we are only 12 or 13 months away from deregulation
is that industry and political leaders in other States have told
people what they wanted to hear rather than what they needed
for interjecting after | have called her to order. to hear. The New South nges Government put out a press

release at one stage assuring farmers that regulation would

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Therefore, what is provided ; . .
in the budget—and we have been very open about this—< 2N until 2004. I hope that not too many farmers believed

because we have been given an allocation of funds for ne%git :r?soilblrg?g(taa;(rlzv'?hsatlm(raan;k(jﬁﬁsr;czp\?va%nolgb?;ﬁ;twvﬁ? vc;st
year based on forward projections, plus some addition P

o . . . agomg to happen in Victoria. The current situation is that the
money of about $18 million which Cabinet assigned to meIndustry has put the package to the Federal Government and

and aft_er taking into account increases in costs, _|nflat|o ere are some options but they are based on money being
enterpr||se aﬁreements and lsuperannuatrllc_m, we W'ﬂ have 0%id to farmers on day one and then there is to be a fund to
spend e han weiere able o spend s year. Thereas) L T CT 0 Sl o 10 years 10 rsove
Co that money to repay the Federal Government for what has

the budget this year because we had cash reserves, and e put forward
believed it was responsible to be out there spending those )
cash reserves rather— We have been urging the Federal Government to try to

Ms Stevens interjecting: give the industry some indication of how achievable this is.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, how many times have We know that all the States are giving some support to it but
we all heard the honourable member in this House say, ‘lfhe States supported the GST as well and we saw what
you have money there, then treat the patients’? We had theappened in Canberra with political opportunists, despite all
cash reserves: we have treated the patients. So, the last thithg States agreeing. We will be pushing the Federal Govern-
she can complain about is the fact that we treated abouhent and the other parties in Canberra to indicate to the dairy
14 000 more people this year than we projected to do. | haviadustry what their attitude to the package is. My biggest fear
talked about the increase in pressure and demand and | am igethat the industry will get assurances from everyone but in
first to acknowledge that this will put enormous pressure omay next year, just one month short of deregulation, the
the public hospital system. | have already said that there wiihdustry will find out that it does not have a package and it
be about 14 000 fewer inpatients this coming year than wergill have just one month to work out its future. So, we will
treated this year. | have outlined the reasons for that and théye pushing for a quick answer, and | assure the honourable
are fully covered in the budget papers. member that we will monitor it very closely.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: | call the member for Elizabeth to order
for the second time. DRUGS EDUCATION

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | suggest that the honourable
member pick up the budget papers, where the matter is fully Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Will the Minister for

explained, just as | have explained it this afternoon. Human Services advise when the $4.1 million balance of the
$8 million previously committed to drug education will be
DAIRY INDUSTRY distributed? | have been contacted by members of a commun-

) ) ity group concerned with drug education who have advised

Mr MCEWEN (Gordon): My complex question without me that, although $3.9 million of the announced $8 million
notice, which could take about 14 minutes to answer, igommitment to drug education has been allocated to the Anti-
directed to the Deputy Premier. tobacco Advisory Task Force, they have been unable to

Members interjecting: _ establish when the remaining $4.1 million will be distributed.
Mr MCEWEN: As | have not even asked the question,

there is no point in repeating it. | understand that on Monday The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would be happy to talk to
the Deputy Premier indicated to South Australian dairythe honourable member after Question Time. | am not quite
farmers that his Government supported the $1.25 billion dairgure where she has obtained her figures from. She is talking
industry deregulation fund. Given that support, from where2bout $8 million for drug education. The education side of it

does the Deputy Premier think the money will come? Will thedoes not come under me: the money for education in schools
money given to farmers be tax exempt? comes under the Minister for Education. But, in fact, | have

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: This is an important issue for the never talked about $8 million for tobacco—and the honour-

dairy industry and doubtless members on this side will lister@Ple member was talking about tobacco.
extremely carefully to the explanation. As the member said, T
the industry has put to the Federal Government a restructure An honourable member interjecting:
package worth $1.25 billion to help the industry restructure The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would like to see the
when deregulation comes in next year. The issue of restrudigures that the honourable member is talking about. I am not
ture has been debated in the dairy industry over the pasiactly sure which figures they are—whether she is talking
couple of years. Unfortunately, the industry did lose a bit ofabout tobacco or whether she is talking about drugs in a more
time because, despite it becoming obvious that Victoria wageneral sense. | would like to clarify that aspect, and | will
going to deregulate and therefore other States would not hawbtain an answer.
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CONTAINER DEPOSITS The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Members of the Parlia-
ment know the honourable member’s interest in business and
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Will the Minister  particularly this issue. Government has established three
for Environment advise the House what is being done to stoprincipal groups of people to help business tackle the year
the rorting of South Australia’s successful container deposi2000 date problem or the millennium bug. In relation to those
system of refuse collection, particularly by interstate profit-groups of people and in realising the risks to the private
eers? sector the Government established a dedicated year 2000

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | thank the honourable member industry support project team. This team operates from the
for his question, because | know that he has a very dedpusiness Centre and one of its principal functions is to
interest in the container deposit legislation that he is talkin@Perate the Government's year 2000 hotline. For the benefit
about. It is worth while reiterating to the House that Southof any members who wish to direct their constituents to that
Australia is unique in that we do have container deposiline itis a very simple number: isia 1 800 number, obvious-
legislation. No other State in Australia has the privately rudy With 112000 being the other digits to dial. .
drop off centres that we have here. In addition, Adelaide and The staff of that hotline are able to provide support advice
other centres have kerb side recycling. As a result, Adelaid@ot only to business but also to other members of the public.
(and South Australia) is equal to the national average il he staff also provides presentations and distributes informa-
nearly all recyclable commodities and exceeds the nationalon to various business groups and regularly holds seminars
average in regard to beverage containers. South Australiaf® ensure that businesses are aware of the issue and have
recover for recycling and reuse some 83 per cent of thei@PPropriate advice in knowing how to tackle it. The team has
glass beverage containers, 73 per cent of plastic containepéinted and distributed in excess of 100 000 leaflets and
and 84 per cent of aluminium cans. The national average frochures, particularly to small and medium size business.
only 45 per cent for glass, 30 per cent for plastic andlhe team also provides a secretariat support to the second
65 per cent for aluminium. The importance of South Aust-group of people that has been established by Government,
ralian container collection depots cannot be underestimatetat is the Industry Action Task Force. _

Of the 109 000 tonnes of domestic material that has been This task force comprises essentially representatives from
recycled through kerb side and collection depots, somBusiness and key industry sectors, as well as Government, to
71500 tonnes is handled by the depots, and that is abogfldress awareness and information raising, again principally
66.1 per cent. for small and medium size business. The third group of
; le was established by me in October 1998 through the

It has come to my attention over recent weeks thaP€OP'€ . h
unscrupulous persons interstate are attempting to rort th ;ﬁt}lr'grnrqﬁlnst 8;&22 vovg:iemf/ic'z;]Kﬁgriﬁgggtg/ogjgg%r:ﬁé;rge
container deposit system by bringing in large quantities OOEom the Business Centre to ensure that South Australian

used containers to South Australian collection depots and™. .
demanding a return of the deposit. As the law stood, dep usinesses are made aware of the year 2000 date problem in
X k?eddressmg issues within their business.

operators were required to take containers and to return t Utilising th thr ; f le. the Government
deposit. Since no deposit had been paid on the interstate sing these three groups of peoplé, he Lovernme
containers, this could have threatened this system ve sentially und_ertakes the role of information prowder to
seriously, With perhaps the collapse of the system. Th nsure that businesses are not only aware of the issue but also
Government has reacted quickly by redefining a beveragt now howlto tackle it and, importantly, to whom they can
container to include only those which are sold in Sout urn for paid help ShC.’UId that be necessary. Also to this gnd,
Australia and on which a deposit has been paid. This will stolgy W&y of further assistance, the Government has established
the interstate pirates from bringing in their truckloads ofd year 2000 website Fhat can be foun(_j atwww.y2k.sa.gov.au.
his particular website provides assistance to Government,

refundable containers from across the border, which would. >} : L
have effectively sabotaged our system for their own financial ighlights the seven key steps tha_t bu3|ne§ses and |nd|V|d_uaIs
eed to undertake to ensure their compliance and provides

gain. So, depot operators in South Australia can now refusg sistance throuah information sheets on a wide ranae of
to accept containers that were sold interstate, ensuring tif>" rougnh 1 ation wi 9
opics that might affect their business.

integrity and the continuation of this South Australian : . .
: We have also engaged the services of four regional liaison
recycling success story. , iy . ; ) X
officers to specifically assist small and medium size business
in the community. | have been particularly pleased with the
HAMMOND, Dr L. way in which those officers have worked in country regions
. L in ensuring that rural South Australia is aware of the issues.
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is directed to the g

L > - | hope that the honourable member who represents the area
Minister for Government Enterprises. When the C_h|efof Whyalla, the member for Giles, is happy with the way in

Mr Kowalick iated S i MFptwhich her office is working. | know that she has had contact
r Kowalick, negotiated a termination payment wit with the liaison officer to ensure that that occurs.

chief, Dr Laurie Hammond, was he acting on your behalf? Also, | am pleased to advise the House that a further

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This matter has been innovative measure has been provided through my
addressed on about three previous occasions; iHafsard  colleague’s department, the Department for Education,
Training and Employment. Three curriculum modules on the

YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE year 2000 have been prepared for schools, which are aimed

at assisting school students in advising family members who

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister  might be involved in business of the import, and that is a very
for Year 2000 Compliance advise the House how Governimportant role that is being undertaken through school
ment funding is being used to assist businesses in Soufirojects. The Government is also undertaking a variety of

Australia to overcome the millennium bug? strategic advertising to ensure that business is aware. | am
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happy to provide the House with full details of that advertis-while research into cancer and the causes and forms of cancer
ing and also our future advertising involvement. Of courseis developing, we still have a long way to go.
the Chamber is well aware, through its assistance in passing At the morning tea Mrs Judith Roberts, President of the
the South Australia Information Disclosure Act, of anotherAnti-Cancer Foundation, provided some information on the
important measure for assisting business. major areas of cancer for our consideration. First, prostate
cancer is the most common form of cancer in males. The
lifetime risk of being diagnosed with prostate cancer is one
in 10 and the lifetime probability of dying of this cancer for
men is three in 100. Studies suggest that 25 per cent of men
in their 50s, rising to more than 40 per cent of men aged over
MENTAL HEALTH 60, are potentially at risk of getting prostate cancer. Unlike
breast cancer, screening programs have not been shown to

The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human  save lives. The Anti-Cancer Foundation instead recommends
Services):l seek leave to make a ministerial statement.  that men discuss with their general practitioners whether they

Leave granted. should be tested for prostate cancer.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Opposition requested in Mrs Roberts further talked about breast and cervical
the House yesterday that | order an urgent investigation intoancer, and this is where we have some good news. The
why there were no available beds in the metropolitan area fa€ancer Registry for 1997—and | have previously spoken
emergency mental health referrals on the evening of Sundabout this—has recorded a significant decrease in breast and
30 May 1999. The initial investigation has revealed that thereervical cancer, largely due to the successful screening
were vacant mental health beds but there was a breakdovmmograms and early intervention programs we have in place.
in the system for which | apologise. | ask the honourable |wantto spend the rest of my time talking about tobacco
member to pass on my apologies to the people concerned.dfmoking, because tobacco smoking is the cause of 30 per cent
it is the case we believe it to be, the caller on Sunday nightf cancers. Although there has been a reduction in tobacco
was asked to attend the Royal Adelaide Hospital Accidensmoking, it is still the largest single preventable cause of
and Emergency Department but instead attended th#eath and disease in Australia, and it has an enormous cost
Modbury Emergency Department. to the community. It is a problem particularly with young

This led to a complicated series of communications whichpeople. A 1996 survey showed that one in four children aged
caused frustration to the patient and friends. However, th&5 had smoked in the seven days before they were surveyed,
patient was and continues to be managed appropriately and in the 16 to 17 age groups, smoking prevalence was one
home with the support of mental health services staff. | anin three. | now come to the Government’s tobacco control
advised that the patient’s mental health condition did nostrategy. On 27 May 1998, the Minister announced in this
require hospitalisation. | have asked the Department oflouse the expenditure of $3.9 million per year to go towards
Human Services to address the issue of the breakdown targeting the reduction of smoking by 20 per cent in five
communication between the community team and the hospityears in South Australia. This was a very significant commit-
as a matter of urgency. | thank the honourable member fonent of funds. It is on a par with world’s best practice. The

bringing this matter to my attention. amount of money per head of population is on a par with that
spent in California where they have been able to make
VICTIMS OF CRIME significant inroads into smoking levels.

What | need to say now is not so good. There is consider-
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Minister for Industry and able concern amongst health groups in the community that
Trade): | lay on the table the ministerial statement relatingthe Government will renege on this commitment. Indeed, on
to the Review of Victims of Crime—Release of Stage 1Monday the Minister made an announcement of what had
Report made earlier today in another place by my colleagukeen spent this year under this strategy. About $760 000 has

the Attorney-General. been spent in grants and there have been some extensions of
other programs—nowhere near $3.9 million. | call on the
GRIEVANCE DEBATE Minister who has taken the praise for the initiative to be very

clear with us about whether he means it and whether he will
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the follow through and commit the funds as stated. It is a very
House note grievances. important initiative. It is a highly significant cost to our
community, and we deserve some honesty and commitment

~Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Last Thursday | attended jn ensuring that what he said will happen actually does
with other members of this Parliament the Parliament Housgappen.

version of the Anti-Cancer Foundation’s major fundraising
event ‘Australia’s biggest morning tea’. | thank you, The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):| was pleased to
Mr Speaker, and the President in another place for organisingee in the Capital Investment Statement that funding is to be
the event. | also thank my colleague the member for Kaurngnade available to ongoing programs investment in State
because | believe the event was his initiative. The Anti-parks across the State. Mention is made of the Mount Lofty
Cancer Foundation does a wonderful job in not only provid-precinct redevelopment. | want to speak about one aspect of
ing funds for research but also in proselytising the cause ahat precinct today, that is, the St Michael’s site, the site of
anti-cancer in our community. the old St Michael seminary which, of course, was destroyed
This year the foundation is spending $1.8 million in cancelin the Ash Wednesday fire. | understand that the property,
research in South Australia and that figure amounts to 60 pé@ncluding the ruins, are vested in the Department of Transport
cent of the funds raised in 1998. With an ageing populatiomnd Urban Development but managed by the Department of
cancer is becoming more important as a cause of death arflnvironment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs. | am con-
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cerned about this site. It was in 1994 or thereabouts, Sir, |can see no reason whatsoever why the taxpayers of South
when you were Minister, that expressions of interest werdustralia should fork out the money for Ms Gallus’s move
first called for that site. We all realise that it is not theto a new office simply because she has lost the faith of the
appropriate time to proceed with a development on that sitezoters of the inner west. Her office is currently located at
It has been made perfectly clear that the funds are nd13 Henley Beach Road, Torrensville, where she is enrolled
available to do that at this time. The site has stood irto vote. | have no idea where she lives. In fact, | am not even
considerable disrepair ever since the Ash Wednesday firguite sure that she lives in the electorate of Hindmarsh; |
and it is some 15 or 16 years since then. assume she does not.

| am of the opinion—and | am putting this suggestion ~ BY moving her office, she is sending a clear message to
forward to both Minister Laidlaw and to the Minister for the people of Torrensville, Mile End, Brooklyn Park, Kidman
Environment—that priority needs to be given to this site. The @'k, Flinders Park, West Hindmarsh, West Beach, Lockleys,
St Michael site ruin is in desperate need of being made saf&ulham Gardens, West Richmond, Richmond, Cowandilla,
| would suggest that the building, the old seminary, which igHilton, and all those suburbs in that area, that she is not
well past being redeveloped, should be levelled and thihterested in serving them. She is not concerned_ about what
valuable material salvaged—and | am talking about théhey_care a_bout. She does not want to be accessible for them.
valuable stone that was used for the building. There is ®N€ is moving down a patch that the Speaker has worked very
gatekeeper’s cottage close to Summit Road which should piell- Had it not been for the electorate of Morphett, which the
retained and refurbished. It may be that some of the materiaiPeaker has kept for the Government quite well in his
salvaged from the old St Michael ruins could be used for thagXcellent service to it, Ms Gallus would have lost her seat.

purpose. | know that it is a significant cottage because a Unfortunately for the Labor Party, the swing that it
plaque is attached to the building indicating that it is areceived was lowest in the area occupied by the Speaker, and

heritage item. | do not for a minute credit that to the member for Hind-
The presence of large underground tanks which hold wat marsh: | credit that simply to the member for Morphett for the

at present pose a considerable risk and danger to t xcellent job he does down there—and | am sure that this

P ntp LM is th gl | %eech will be featuring prominently in one of his news-
community, as well. My concern is that young people couldeyarq1 Ms Gallus claims in her newsletters that she has
get in there and we could have a tragedy. One proposal tha

has been ted includes the development of a w. rfortunatelydisadvantaged her southern voters. The fact of
as been suggested includes the development of a att%e matter is that she has not disadvantaged them: she has just
holding facility for fire fighting purposes. | know that that

A ) ; realised that no-one goes to see her in Torrensville because
would require significant security measures, but it needs tghe has lost the faith of the voters there. She is moving to an

be considered. | would also suggest tha; the St Michael Sl ea that she needs to prop up in the southern region because
should be returned to open space, effectively cleaned up arp%r name recognition in those areas is very low.

planted to provide a long term attraction. It could then be ) -

retained in public ownership until such time as an appropriate Ms Key: What about Fhe curfew?

development could be identified. However, at least with such Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am sure t_he cgrfew ha_ls
y ’ omething to do with it as well. Ms Gallus is not in her office

a prominent site the area would be much more presentab?e ! - . )
than is currently the case. very often: obviously, she is overseas quite regularly. What

) ) concerns me about this is, first, the cost to the taxpayer of

The Mount Lofty Precinct Committee that made me awarge|ocating her office through no real need. There is no real
of these concerns has suggested that the departmeigtification to move her office at great expense to the
responsible s_hould be encouraged to (_:Iean up and to turn t;ﬂg(payer simply to prop up her failings as a candidate and as
open space into a much more attractive area for the use @fmember of Parliament. Secondly, she is disadvantaging and
tourists who visit that precinct. | believe that this is eSSGmia'disfranchising constituents in the inner western suburbs by
There is urgency in this situation for the reasons that | havghaking them travel to Glenelg from Torrensville, Mile End,
suggested, and | ask the two Ministers responsible that thegrooklyn Park, Cowandilla, Netley, North Plympton and all
give urgent consideration to this matter. It is an importanthe other suburbs that she is abandoning by moving to
site, but it needs to be dealt with as a matter of urgency. Glenelg.

| must say that Glenelg is a very nice place to have an

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | rise today to talk about office. It is close to Jetty Road. Senator Quirke enjoys the
the move of the member for Hindmarsh, Ms Christine Gallusambience down there quite a lot, as does Senator Meg Lees.
She is relocating her offices into the electorate of MorphettNow the people of Glenelg will have the Speaker of the
which | believe is in your electorate, Mr Speaker. | am veryHouse of Assembly, the Leader of the Australian Democrats
concerned about this move. Hindmarsh is a large innegfMeg Lees) and Senator John Quirke (who gives excellent
western suburb seat, and at the last election in 199fpresentation down there), and, on top of that, they are
Ms Gallus defeated Labor’s candidate, Mr Steve Georganagetting the member for Hindmarsh, Ms Chris Gallus. | am not
very narrowly after sustaining the largest swing against guite sure that they want her there.
Liberal candidate in South Australia because of her compla- The Hon. R.B. Such:And you'd like to be there, too.
cency. What worries and concerns me today is that Ms Gallus Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, | am quite happy where |
is moving her offices down into Morphett, away from the am: | like serving the western suburbs. | do not believe that
inner west. She is abandoning the inner western suburbs. SkRe is doing this from any great need: she is doing this for
is not leaving the western suburbs because of any monetagyre political gain.
need, not because the lease has expired or because office
space is cheaper or more accessible. She is leaving for no The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | would like, first, to
reason other than because she feels it will benefit haouch on the issue of accommodation at one of my schools,
politically. This is a disgraceful act by a Federal member ofCraigburn Primary School. | have written to the Minister and
Parliament, abusing taxpayers’ funds. spoken to him twice about this matter. Like all the schools in
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my area, this is an excellent school. One of the reasons faway headline does nothing to promote and encourage a
that difficulty at the school is that it is so popular: it has sensible, rationale debate. They are not Frankenstein foods.
grown from 310 enrolments to 510. Unfortunately, theWe know that in England there were problems with mad cow
buildings are designed to accommodate only 310, so one dodease, but that is no reason for promoting and encouraging
not need to be a mathematician to realise that there is ascare campaign that is not based on fact.

problem. | am appealing to the Minister, and | am confident

that he will respond in a positive way, to deal with that Ms BEDFORD (Florey): | would like to let the House
situation, because at the moment some of the classes, kmow about the success story of one South Australian
particular music classes, are being held in the corridor.  company. On 21 May | attended the opening of the new

The staff at the school cannot all get into the staffroom afacilities of Glen Ewin Jams, the result of many years of
the one time, and | believe the situation warrants some urgemision by Don Wilson, the Managing Director of that
attention. | understand that Hassell and Partners wrote @mpany.
report on accommodation needs at that school, and once again The Hon. R.B. Such:Excellent jam, too.
| urge the Minister and his department to try to address the
situation as quickly as possible.

Another matter that will impact on my electorate very
shortly is the development of Blackwood Park, which is on
the adjoining land of Craigburn Farm at Blackwood. At the
moment we know that 550 dwellings will be sited on that
piece of land, and | understand that it is likely that there will
be a further 600 dwellings there. Members will appreciat
that that will create an enormous increase in traffic flow dow
Old Belair Road, Windy Point Road and Shepherds Hill Roal
and will put great pressure on Unley Road, Goodwood Roal

Ms BEDFORD: Excellent jam. Glen Ewin Jams was
founded by George McEwin at Houghton in the Adelaide
Hills in 1862. | knew about Glen Ewin, even though | was
born in Sydney. As a child in the 1950s | remember eating
Glen Ewin jam that my mother had bought in tins from the
local grocer, so | had always known about the company and
was happy to include it in a ‘Made in Makin’ booklet, an
Snitiative by the former member for Makin, Peter Duncan,

ith whom | was working at the time. The booklet was put
ogether to promote local businesses, and was so successful
Fullarton Read and so on. | appeal to the Minister f n that aim that similar booklets have been prepared and are

) PP . MINISter Tor, being distributed by State and Federal members in their

Transport to look urgently at ways of dealing with what will

be a traffic problem in the years ahead. We know that it i " electorates. . -
In the early days of putting the book together, | visited

coming and that something needs to happen, and we mu g . .

look at ways of dealing with what will be a significant fen Ewin and Don Wilson and found them sharing the same

increase in traffic volume along those arterial roads. factory as Spring Gully Pickles. As Don Wilson told usin his
peech on the day of the opening, Spring Gully and the Webb

Members who live in the south would appreciate that eve ; . L
now it gets tricky at times, particularly at peak times, amily were the only way that Glen Ewin could survive in the

negotiating Unley Road and Goodwood Road. | haveedrly days. They provided Don with the plant and equipment

sympathy for the traders along those roads and realise thi Produce his jams when he had no manufacturing facilities
parking restrictions impact on their business, but somehogt &ll- That assistance, as well as the encouragement offered
we need a solution to getting people along those tight arterigly SPring Gully and the Webb family, allowed Glen ,EW'n to
roads, particularly at peak hour. Ideally, we should be gettingach the stage that it has now reached from Don’s humble
more people to use public transport, and to that end it would@'t in the jam business 11 years ago.
be desirable to develop an improved public transport system The opening of the new facility also saw the announce-
for the southern area, including an O-Bahn or light railment of a major production contract with the famous English
system. The problem of moving people from the souther#ood manufacturer J.A. Sharwood and Company, one of the
area into the city is not going to go away. world’s largest manufacturers of Indian and Asian sauces,
What public transport we have at the moment is of arfurry pastes and foods. Under this new agreement, Glen Ewin
excellent standard, given that we have a scattered populati®¥ill manufacture a range of Sharwood products for the
and are used to a very affluent, convenient lifestyle, wheréustralian and New Zealand markets. The products are
people like the convenience and comfort of hopping into theieurrently exported to Australia from the UK, and the rapid

car when it suits. Putting that aside, we need to address tf@owth in this sector of the market in this part of the world,
issue of vehicular access to and from the C|ty a'Ong with Glen Ewin’s abl'lty to meet the strict conditions

| come back to a theme of mine that | will keep pursuing,and standards demanded by Sharwood, means that it is now

and that is biotechnology. Many members had the pri\/”egénore efficient to produce those products locally. While Glen
of attending the CSIRO briefing here in Parliament this weekEWin will initially manufacture and distribute Sharwood’s
The CSIRO, to its credit, is seeking to enlighten people abowroducts for Australia and New Zealand, in time there is
biotechnology and is working with schools and the communégvery chance that they will be supplying Sharwood's growing
ity through radio and so on to point out what biotechnologyAsian market, as well.
is, how it operates and how it can benefit people, as well as The new Glen Ewin plant covers 1 900 square metres and
making sure that people are aware of possible downsides the production area is built to the highest quality, safety and
the technology. So, | was very annoyed last night to hear axport standards, with the latest preparation, cooking and
reported statement by Prince Charles, which I think was vergooling equipment. Sharwood’s business will mean that
foolish, in which he referred to genetically modified foods as70 per cent of the new facility’s production is now taken up
‘Frankenstein’ foods. by import replacement which, of course, has exactly the same
I think it is silly for someone in his position (someone for impact on the South Australian and Australian economy as
whom | normally have high regard) to say something likeexporting. Glen Ewin is already exporting to the United Arab
that, because it will create unnecessary fear in peopleEmirates. The support received from the State Department of
minds. | am not saying that we do not have to be careful inndustry and Trade when planning began for the facility has
terms of developing biotechnology, but that sort of throw-been gratefully acknowledged by Don Wilson.
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Mr Wilson has always believed that South Australiaisthe Members are aware of the Government’s intense strategy
ideal location for food production and processing as Adelaidagainst road deaths and, when we compare the number of
is centrally located and close to the Asian markets wittroad deaths in Australia with the number in a similar sized
quality raw materials and a skilled local work force. Local country such as Malaysia, we can see that we have made
growers supplying Glen Ewin come from the Riverland andenormous strides. | think that Australia has in the vicinity of
the Adelaide Hills and supply plums, figs, strawberries3 000 deaths each year as a result of road accidents and in
apricots and other fruits for the company’s products. Angasalaysia the figure is in excess of 13 000 road deaths with
Park Fruit Company has also played an integral role, anda similar population. We have made great strides, but 19 000
heard on radio yesterday that Angas Park has formed anoth&uostralians lose their lives each year as a result of smoking
company called Norman & Hayes and is planning to continuend | know that we have to do something about it. We have
its work in exporting premium fruits to the North American to be more active and we have to start with our young people
market. | wish the company well in its new venture. if we are to make any real progress.

Like Don Wilson at Glen Ewin, Angas Park and every Lastweek | commented on the role of the Senate and other
other South Australian company relies on our buying theilJPPer Houses, an issue that has disturbed me greatly. | am
products. Buying locally made products whenever we caery pleased thatin the Australian Senate it appears that some
ensures that local businesses survive and continue to empl§9Mmon sense may prevail with respect to the GST, and |
local people and keep local growers, especially in a case liKBOP€ that continues to be the case. Perhaps democracy will
Glen Ewin, growing. Success is shared by all when wesontinue with a bicameral system of Parliament. Let us hope
support each other and | commend Don Wilson, his visiorihat the common sense that we have seen in Canberra will
and his investment in South Australia and in its future. | wishcontinue in the foreseeable future.
him and all at Glen Ewin every continuing success and good
wishes for the growth that their company so richly deserves.

Mr MEIER (Goyder): Last week | was privileged to . .
e R : . : Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
attend Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea right here msetate of the House:

Parliament House, and | thank you, Mr Speaker, as one of th A quorum havina been formed:
co-hosts with the President of another place (Hon. Jamie q 9 )

Irwin), for hosting that event. It was great that so many PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: QUALCO

members of Parliament and staff took the opportunity to SUNLANDS GROUND WATER CONTROL
attend. | do not know what was raised here but that sum will SCHEME

go towards the anticipated $150 000 that South Australia

hopes to raise for the Anti-Cancer Foundation of South | LEWIS (Hammond): | move:

Australia. La.St. year some $lOO 000 was raised in th'.s State That the ninety-fourth report of the committee, on the Qualco
and $1.8 million was raised throughout Australia atgnjands ground water control scheme, be noted.

840 locations. It is wonderful that so many people are gettinq_he Qualco Sunlands district commenced large scale

behind this worthwhile project. irrigation development in the 1960s. It is about 10 kilometres
Members would also be aware that Monday, 31 May Wasorth-west of Waikerie and currently comprises about
World Non-Tobacco Day, and it needs to be brought to the 700 hectares of high value irrigated horticulture in mainly
attention of this House just how destructive tobacco smokingitrys and vines. Over the last 30 years there has been an
is in our community. The Chair of the Australia’s Biggest accumulation of drainage water above the Blanchetown clays
Morning Tea project, Mrs Judith Roberts, whom | thank forjn that general area resulting in the development of shallow
all her work and for being present at Parliament House lasfatertables. Efforts to address the problem by deep drainage
week, identified the fact that tobacco smoking is respon&blguring that time have resulted in a ground water mound
for around 30 per cent of cancers, and the Anti-Cance[,u”ding up beneath the district.
Foundation is pleased to be involved in helping to d_evelop a Primary Industries and Resources SA (PIRSA), as the
support smokers needing help to stop smoking. As membetgheme for the Qualco Sunlands district at an estimated cost
would be aware, Parliament has supported this to the tune g $7.2 million, and the scheme will address the current
some $3.9 million a year in an endeavour to reduce smokingroplems of increasing drainage hazards as well as the rising
in South Australia. ground water mound, the resulting environmental degradation
The worrying thing is that evidence shows that about twoand the consequential impact on the River Murray’s salinity.
thirds of children who start smoking during their teenagéWhen it has been completed, the scheme will lead to
years continue to smoke throughout their life and half of thenecologically sustainable horticulture as a principal enterprise
will die from smoking-induced ilinesses. They start dying inin that district.
their late 20s and early 30s. In fact, it is horrifying to  Using 4 per cent as the discount rate, which is accepted by
appreciate that smoking causes about 19 000 Australian livegeasury and Finance, the net present value of this project is
to be lost each year, which is about 82 per cent of all drug$39.71 million, with a benefit cost ratio of approximately four
induced deaths. Thatis a horrifying figure. From this we carover the 30 year period of its assessed life. | believe that it
estimate that, in South Australia, more than 2 000 deaths axeill last longer than that but, for the record, the proponent
caused by cigarette smoking. To put it another way, thasuggested a 30 year life. That is huge and compares with the
means that each day some six South Australians die fromther sorts of investments that we have made in this State
diseases caused by smoking tobacco, compared with approfiem time to time in memorials to idiocies, such as the
mately 2.5 deaths as a result of road accidents every fiveadium at Hindmarsh, where the benefit cost ratio is less than
days. one; that means the net present value is negative. You lose
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money every time you invest in those schemes by comparisaground water displacement into the river is allowed to
with the investment in schemes such as this. continue increasing. That is the economic loss.

The proposal will comprise a ground water control scheme The committee was told that the Murray Darling Basin
which contains a bore-filled pumping station and pipeline§ommission has a salinity and drainage strategy which
with a series of 15 bores and their associated pumpintjcludes a reduction target of 80 EC units at Morgan.
stations strategically located throughout the irrigation aregcurrently there is a shortfall of approximately 18 EC units to
They will be constructed into the highly saline regionalmeet this reduced target. The committee understands that this
aquifers and special stainless steel submersible pumps wihortfall can be achieved by adding to the proposed works the
lift the saline ground water and push it through approximatelfuture Waikerie stage 2 salt interception scheme with bores
35 kilometres of pipeline to a disposal basin out on Stockyar@djacent to the Qualco north and Qualco south areas.
Plain. That disposal basin is to be operated by SA Water on Furthermore, the committee was told that if this integrated
behalf of the Murray-Darling Basin Commission, and it is approach is taken, not so much as an additional project but
considered to be the most appropriate site for the cod&s part of the overall strategy, particularly during the same
effective disposal of the ground water. phase as this project, there will be a total salinity benefit of

We are told there is an opportunity to re-use up to!P t© 18 EC units and a significant benefit to the river. This

600 megalitres per annum of the low salinity water from theVill meet the targets of the salinity and drainage strategy and
perched watertable, and that will be re-used in adjacerW'” represent an annual benefit to the State’s economy of
agricultural land for crops such as lucerne which will be using®2-7 Million. Therefore, the committee recognises that while
varieties that are tolerant of higher salinity water. It should"® Proposed works will deliver a reduction of six EC units
be noted that re-use is preferred rather than disposing of tH@ Salinity, an integrated approach would produce a further
water from this perched water table via the drainage bore§in of an additional 12 EC units over and above that six,
into the Murray group aquifer and subsequently pumping iivhich would meet the required target for the salinity and
out again using ground water pumps. Re-use would alsgrainage strategy.

result in reduced operating costs and allow some economic Accordingly, the committee recommends to the Minister
return. that the future Waikerie stage 2 salt interception scheme with

res adjacent to Qualco north and Qualco south be pursued

) N bo
During the course of our examination, on behalf of
members of the committee, | raised the prospect of using th complement the Quaico Sunlands Ground Water Control
Scheme so as to achieve the required salinity and drainage

saline waters as the means to establish aquaculture enterp roets which would nsiderably red nv further
es. The Public Works Committee understands that the grourﬁil gets ¢ ould considerably reduce any furthet
nvironmental degradation and provide significant economic

water mound is rising and displacing regional saline groun enefits to the State.

water into the River Murray which is causing significant -
damage to the riverine environment. Moreover, investigationff, relrr?ir;re]rpliiati%d l\t/lr:ﬁitsttg? vl\cggsﬁgsa:etgp(?o%i?lfilri]{yﬂ;grl?[ﬁggttey

undertaken by the proposing agency, PIRSA, indicate that ograms, and | trust that he has noted the unanimous view

nothing is done urgently to address the problem, 40 per Ceo the Public Works Committee about the desirability of

gngl:)e district will become non-viable within 50 years, by continuing with the further work in this integrated approach

hich the committee has recommended to produce that
rther gain of at least double the amount of EC units which
e work we saw and are reporting upon realised.
So, pursuant to section 12C of the Parliamentary Commit-
the orange grove on the cliff top had in fact simply S"ppeé)t@es.Act, the Public Works Committee reports to Parliament
2 . -~ ~that it recommends the proposed work, and we look forward
off the cliff into the river or perched themselvgs at a pointy, hearing from the Minister and the Murray-Darling Basin
some way down the cliff to the surface of the nver. Commission as to whether they share what we saw as cost
Members consider that the proposed works will addresgffective commonsense in achieving that reduction in 18 EC

these problems by eliminating the increasing drainaggits altogether by the extension of the proposed works.
hazards, reducing the rising ground water mound, and

reducing that environmental degradation, thereby reducing Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | want to speak in support
the impact on the River Murray and, in particular, its salinity.of the Public Works Committee’s report on this matter. This
The committee recognises that the proposed works Wwilis the third time during my membership of the committee that
deliver significant benefits to growers, the local communitywe have considered the issue of irrigation and ground water
the surrounding districts and to the State and environment b(y]anagement. It is certainly evident to me that this is a major
achieving sustainable horticulture, ecologically sustainablgsue for our community and economy as we go into the
development of irrigated enterprises in the district, enhancingyenty-first century. Each time | see such a project | worry
the environment of the district by reducing the salt load in theabout the fact that the people who developed the schemes
Murray, and reducing if not eliminating completely over time which we are now finding so damaging did so with such great
the cliff slippage, the flood plain degradation and the lanthopes and good intentions, but we are now paying a cost for
degradation in general, thereby enabling regional economigie damage caused. In the case of the Qualco Sunlands, there
development opportunities to be undertaken. seems to be an opportunity to address the issue of
We are told that the district irrigation impact on the Rivergroundwater and salinity by including extra pumps in the
Murray of the salinity finding its way in there is about manner that the Presiding Member discussed in his remarks.
11.1 EC units which has an economic cost to the State of The other issue that concerns me about these schemes is
about $1.1 million per annum in 1998 dollar terms. It isthat | am never certain whether there is a plan about which
expected to increase to 13.8 EC units, that is, an estimatethemes are addressed in which order. We have dealt with the
$2.35 million per year in the upper limit, if the regional saline Loxton irrigation scheme, whereby the majority of expendi-

The committee also noted that considerable environmenth
degradation will also occur because of the ongoing salt Ioac%
into the river and, worse, the cliff slippage and flood plain
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ture was directed towards providing water to Centuryan additional 14 female toilets to the stalls’ level and it will
Orchards and only 18 per cent of the blockies in the area wengpgrade the existing finishes to the female toilets on the
having their irrigation problems addressed. In the context o$talls’ level to include wall and floor tiling, which is very
one hearing, itis difficult to assess which is more importantimportant. If you make a mess in there you can clean it up
allowing remediation of existing facilities that are rapidly fairly easily.
losing their ability to be productive or establishing new Ms Stevens interjecting:
facilities. For instance, in the case of the Qualco Sunlands, Mr LEWIS: |look forward to the honourable member’s
we learned that, if no action is taken urgently to address theontribution. It will upgrade the disability toilet so it will then
problem of groundwater, 40 per cent of the district will comply with Australian standard 1482.2 and it will upgrade
become non-viable by the year 2045. That is indeed #he general lighting and provide emergency lighting. In the
sobering figure. foyers it will replace the existing carpet and underlay with
In supporting the recommendations and endorsement ofew direct stick to enable smooth wheelchair access across
the report, | express my concern that we are not able to asseb® carpet, upgrading lighting to increase the levels but
the priority order of addressing the various problems alongnaintaining flexibility for the rotating art work outside—for
the Murray River. We know that national bodies are involvedbetter or for worse—and | must be a little dim in that respect:
and PIRSA and SA Water are also undertaking their owrmy lights are not quite bright enough to see the joy or
actions and, to date, we have never been given a context ekcitement that comes from that display. It will install a
priorities so that we can assess the work before us in thgtarquetry staircase to create a visual link between the
way. With those reservations, | commend the report to thauditorium and the foyer and install extra lights in the foyer.

House. As far as the signs go—the finger posts, plaques and so
Motion carried. on—there is now more visible signage in consideration of
people with disabilities: that is, signs are mounted at levels
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: ADELAIDE that can more easily be seen by all of us. It upgrades the
FESTIVAL CENTRE internal signage to comply with the regulations and allow
clear direction around the place. A delegation of the Public
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move: Works Committee conducted an inspection of the upgrade
That the ninety-fifth report of the committee, on the Adelaideworks being undertaken. We saw through the main auditori-
Festival Centre—priority upgrade works—be noted. um and were able to see that the carpet had been removed and

This is another example of your taxes at work, Mr Speaker—parquetry floors put in in its place. Officers from ArtsSA
or whatever else you think is happening to them. Theadvised the committee that this was done to improve the
Adelaide Festival Centre was opened in June—26 yearacoustics of the auditorium, especially for opera and sympho-
ago—with the completion of the main Festival Theatreny performances.
followed by the Playhouse and the Space, and they were Members also noted that bud lights were being installed
opened in October 1974. The centre was the first majoon the edge of the steps within the auditorium to accommo-
Australian capital city performing arts venue to be built. Letdate occupational health and safety regulations and enable
me make plain that, whilst it was built during the term of people with impaired vision to find their way around more
Premier Don Dunstan, it was instigated by and facilitatedsafely and more easily. At the time of our visit, many of the
through the Hall Government's actions and necessargeats in the auditorium had been removed for reupholstering.
legislation. Members were advised that the original seating frames were
Since its completion it has been the premier performingused, with new foam and fabric added to provide improved
arts facility in South Australia, accommodating the Adelaidesupport and comfort. Although the reupholstered seats were
Festival Centre Trust and the State Theatre Company ofot fixed to the floor, several were available on site for
South Australia. ArtsSA has proposed major work to themembers to see. The committee was also shown the first floor
centre to refurbish the Festival Theatre—its foyers, toilebalcony level viewing room which is to be refurbished to
facilities and plaza, including improvements to the acousticsaccommodate patrons with disabilities or patrons with young
aesthetics, seating and the needs of people with disabilitieshildren. We were pleased to see the provision of such a
It is part of a $10 million program in an ongoing way. The facility.
work also includes significant technical enhancementto the The committee also acknowledges that the Adelaide
acoustics of the main auditorium, and the estimated capitdestival Centre is a national arts icon. However, members are
cost of this batch of the work of repairs and upgrading isaware that it is in urgent need of ongoing maintenance and
$3.66 million. refurbishment to upgrade both the technical and aesthetic
More specifically, the detailed scope of the work providesamenity of the building. We noted that, unlike similar
an additional 26 seats for people who have disabilities, givindacilities interstate and overseas, the Adelaide Festival Centre
a total number of 30. It provides a ramp to allow wheelchairis highly recognised and valued for its flexible multi use
access to the rear of the auditorium. It installs a hearing loofunctionality, balancing the diverse needs of users and
on all levels to enable people like me who are a bit deaf @atrons by catering for performances such as operas, rock and
choice of seats. It provides two viewing rooms with seatingoll, eisteddfods and speech nights, and commemoration
and monitors for people with disabilities. It refurbishes theceremonies of our universities. Members consider that the
seats to include a hard back and seat, new cushions, new arimslusion in this project of removable seating at the rear of the
and reupholstering in a new velvet fabric. It replaces thaheatre further complements the theatre’s flexibility, as it will
existing carpet with parquetry to improve the overallgive the opportunity for access to an even wider audience
aesthetics and acoustics of the theatre. It will improve théhrough standing room only type ticketing, as is the case in
acoustic performance of fine music and opera with thether world renowned theatres outside this country.
installation of an electro acoustic system and it will provide The committee understands that the Adelaide Festival
new stair nosings and bud lighting on all steps. It will provideCentre needs to continually capture and to respond in a
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dynamic way to the discerning modern audience who come The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

to participate in a large variety of events. It has become Ms STEVENS: Really? | think they should see their
evident that the centre’s ability to meet these needs has be@actors. As Adelaide is the arts capital of Australia, we need
affected by poor acoustics, particularly under the balconiego have a Festival Theatre and other Arts venues that are up
and the worn, uncomfortable seating—although it was nofo that standard. So, | welcome this spending.
uncomfortable the first time | sat in it 26 years ago: Iwas @ The Festival Theatre is now a number of years old (I think
guest on that occasion, because | supplied the strawberrigss 30 years old, but | am not sure of that) and was certainly
that were consumed in considerable quantity on opening, need of the upgrading that it has had. | was particularly
night. It is recognised that the theatre needs significantnpressed with the upgrade of the acoustic system. On our
improvements to increase the level of access for people withjte visit, members of the committee were shown how this
disabilities. Special seating and hearing assistance is currentfiyss to occur and a very full explanation was given to us in
available, but only in limited form. As stated earlier, the re|ation to the electronics of the new system. | understand that
centre is used for all types of activities, which are accessel has been successful and, in particular, in relation to the
by a broad range of people in the community, and improvinging cycle made a significant difference. | have noted
access for people with disabilities is a key component of thigomments in the press in the past few days about a similar
project. The committee was particularly pleased to see thafcoustic system and theatres in Sydney and Melbourne in
the first floor balcony level viewing room was refurbished, order to ensure that every seat in an auditorium has access to
enabling people with disabilities and young children to bgpe pest possible sound coming from a performance.

accommodated. The issue of access is very important for a public theatre,

The committee understgnds that the Adelaide FqstivaA theatre that is there to promote the arts and to enable the arts
Centre needs to provide for itself a clean, safe, modern imagg pe accessible to all members of the community. In that

so that all the community will recognise through that, and th‘?egard | want to make a comment about people with a

improved access, that itis able to provide programming in agisapility. The committee acknowledged in its report that the
environment with adequate amenities. Members further agreg,nire needs significant improvements to increase the level
that the present scope of works provided a continuation of thg 5cess for people with disabilities and that, even though

commitment to upgrade the centre to maintain it as a premiefhqia| seating and hearing assistance is currently available,
arts theatre in Australia and to raise the theatre to world-cla: ey are still in a limited form. Certainly, that is something
standards in both performance and ambience. that | will be watching in future years when further upgrades
Notwithstanding that, the committee has concerng,ccyr. However, it is something that the Festival Centre Trust
regarding the structural soundness of the Festival Centre Cggeds to apply its mind to, because we really do need to
park and the possibility of concrete cancer being present iBccept the fact that we have a large number of people with a

that structure. While the committee was advised by both thgjsapility and that they have every right to be able to access
project manager, the Department for Administrative andy,, public facilities in all areas.

Information Services and the Chief Executive Officer of the

concrete cancer and there are no reports to indicate that ther
are any occupational health and safety or public safety issueﬂifat
The committee, nonetheless, calls on the Minister to statg,
publicly whether the Festival Centre car park is safe or Not <t a month or so ago, there was an incident involving a

The other aspect of this inquiry about which | make SOM&, o 1o with 4 crying baby but she was not shown by a staff
perspnal remark is that | was disappointed to discover that t%ember up to the viewing room. We have the facility. It il
fabric chosen to cover the seats by the bureaucrats respgg; very important that staff are also aware of that facility and

sible for that choice was not made from textiles produced in, g\ re that patrons have the opportunity to use that room so

Australia or made by Australian firms into the final article
; . : that they can watch the performance and other people are not
but, indeed, came from overseas. Notwithstanding thﬁisturbgd. P peop

remarks that were made in response to our inquiries, | believe

that we could have better served our interests had we tak%lil
the opportunity to use it as a promotion for our home growr] .
wool and our locallywoven fbric using that wool. Other

ilies with young children or crying babies. We applaud
provision. However, it has just been pointed out to me
at, during the memorial service for the late Don Dunstan

| particularly note my pleasure that additional female
ets have been provided in the theatre. Every woman
ows that, at breaks and intervals in performances, there are

members of the committee shared my view about thos ong line-ups at the toilets. People open the door and say,

matters but we were not in a position to test the veracity of h, no.

the alternative views put by the proponents architects in 1 1€ Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
relation to that matter. Ms STEVENS: The Deputy Premier says not as much as

he does when he opens the wrong door. | am sure that that

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | support the committee’s would be a sight to behold. Certainly many places have
report on the upgrade of the Festival Theatre. | reiterate andadequate provision of female facilities, so that is certainly
concur with the comments made by the Presiding Membekvelcome by women of all ages. My colleague the member for
and | would like to add a few of my own. | think that the Reynell has a particular interest in the toilets. She has told me
interior of the Festival Theatre looks beautiful at the momentthat she believes that, because the new tiles have been placed
| have been in it twice since its upgrade, and the visuapn top of the old tiles, the distance between one’s feet and the
amenity is much improved. The parquetry floor, the colouowl has now been reduced which could cause some
of the seats (notwithstanding the fabric on the seats: it is groblems for some patrons. However, she has undertaken to
pity that it was not made here in Australia) and the lightingmonitor closely this situation over the coming years.
has made a significant difference. The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
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Ms STEVENS: That will be enough; no further comments services network is to be implemented using the Flex paging
from the Deputy Premier. | reiterate that the committee fullyprotocol.
supports this project. It is great to see such a wonderful Under contract to Telstra, Link Communications will build
change in the look and acoustics of the theatre, and | looknd provide this service. The paging services network will be
forward to enjoying many pleasurable days and evenings ipurpose-built to meet the needs of all the emergency services
the facility with other members of the South Australian publicas well as the police. The proposed mobile data services

and visitors. network is to be implemented using RD LAP protocol under
Motion carried. contract to the State. Telstra will build and provide this
service. The network will be purpose-built to meet the needs
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: GOVERNMENT of police, the emergency services and the other business
RADIO NETWORK CONTRACT users. It will solve the problems associated with the non-
compliance Y2K equipment of the existing SA Police mobile
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move: data network and it will provide a platform for mobile data

That the ninety-sixth report of the committee, on the Governmenfjlpplic‘?lti()nS for emergency services organisations and State
radio network contract, be noted. ’ commitments for the year 2000 Olympic Games.

- . . . The Network Operations Control Centre will manage and
The Department for Administrative and Information Services,, jitor the operaaion of the three sub-networks a%d this

proposes to eSt‘.'J‘bI'Sh a new single mtegraﬁed State'(?wn%%ntre is to be constructed on an existing State-owned site in
Government radio network for South Australia at an est|mat-he State Administration Centre. Currently, the South

ed cost of $247.7 million. In net present value terms the totaj  stralian Government radio network arrangement consists

G approximately 40 000 to 45 000 users operating on 28
eparate networks across 17 Government agencies utilising
200 communication sites, 12 000 radios and 8 000 pagers.
e committee is told that in the main these disparate
stems—that means uncoordinated, unconnected, incompat-
le—use out-of-date technology and ageing equipment
esulting in significant inter-agency communication and
%perational difficulties. They also are operating on poor
?requencies.

in a 10 per cent contingency allowance, equates t
$221.4 million, which is discounted at 7 per cent and inflate
in accordance with the ABS forecast. Savings in networkl-
costs for mobile data and paging services using the integrat

approach proposed is estimated to be about $52 million, ov

individual solutions for each of the Government agencie§
requiring them. The necessity for such a network is driven b
community needs as well as by technical and legislativ

reforms in radio .comm.unicatior)s across Australia and the Those agencies operating their own network with differing
year 2000 compllar?ce issues within the (_)Id system. . frequencies and coverage capabilities are unable to communi-
The committee is told that Telstra will be responsiblecate via radio without multiple terminal equipment, resulting
under the proposed contract for the design of the network, the, some State Emergency Service vehicles requiring short-
site selection and site works, equipment ordering angerm patching arrangements, that is, a number of radios to
installation, the testing, acceptance and documentation of thg,apnle communications between them and the essential on-
GRN. The GRN will operate from approximately 160 sitesgjte presence of other vehicles from other agencies. That
and provide services to an estimated 5 000 portable (hangequency band is no longer available for that purpose under
held) units; 8 200 mobile (\(ehlcle mounted) voice radlog;the new Commonwealth Government laws. Mr Deputy
7500 pagers; and 300 mobile data terminals. The GRN wilsheaker, as you know, telecommunications is the domain in
provide mobile radio and paging services for up to 45 00Qay of the Commonwealth given to it by the Constitution.
services will also be provided for the greater metropolitan.ngsen as the technology most suitable to provide the mixed
area. analog and digital operation required and give us the most
The proposed works, in summary, will incorporate theeffective method of managing the State’s encrypted voice
following main elements—and can | say that this is, indeedneeds so that they can avoid being scanned so easily as they
a summary of what is an extremely complex subject withare at present. That will give greater security to the communi-
which the committee had to wrestle for some time to sort outations on this network between police on sensitive matters
the rhetoric from the substance. The committee is told thahan is possible at present. The committee notes that the
following investigation and the consultant’s reports into theproposed Government radio network will provide a purpose
comparison of available technology platforms and archipuilt network, replacing the current networks, and will enable
tecture, it was determined that trunking technology providegublic sector agencies and emergency service organisations
the best overall solution for the State, and in consequence thé communicate with each other. The advantages of this
Motorola Astrd" Smartzon€” platform with Omnilink™ is  network will be seen in a variety of emergency conditions
the recommended voice services network that is to bguch as bushfires, floods and major chemical spillages. | use
implemented. the word ‘bushfires’ deliberately rather than this new word
The committee points out that trunked mobile radiothat has come in from America or elsewhere—wildfires. |
platforms are built to enable both analog and digital, and #ghought ‘wild’ meant angry, and | do not think that fires have
mix of the two, in the equipment to be used, so that we carfeelings. Fire is merely the rapid oxidation of available
in a seamless way, move from where we are to where wiammable material at the ambient temperature to which it has
want to be. We will be able to migrate from the old inad-been exposed.
equate technology of the moment into the new and much This will enable all emergency services to communicate
safer performance enhanced technology which this systemuch more effectively and efficiently within their own ranks
will deliver. In addition, the trunked platforms provide and between agencies. It will lead to improved services for
service functionality across the full coverage area without théhe community, particularly in the emergency services area,
need to be tied to geographical areas. The proposed pagibg cutting down on the length of time it takes to establish
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common understanding as to the definition of a problem andonduct all the necessary hearings and site inspections. This
how to address it. Members consider that a key requiremeiressure has been exacerbated by the off-handed attitude that
of an integrated solution is that it meets the needs of alhas been adopted by some project proponents when schedul-
agencies in terms of coverage and service levels. As thieg projects.

proposed solution operates in a mixed mode, the varying Certainly, these problems have been demonstrated by the
needs of the agencies can be met, as they can chooseway in which this project was dealt with by the proponent
operate in the mode that best meets their requirements. Thigiency and, in particular, the Treasury. The committee was
solution will also resolve the police mobile data networkfirst told in December last year that the project required
year 2000 compliance problem. The committee agrees thatgent consideration. The committee reorganised its diary to
the main benefits of the GRN are to improve the services taccommodate a hearing late in January. However, the
the community through the faster and more accurate responsemmittee was unable to have that date met due to Cabinet
es to emergencies and to provide improved law enforcememind/or agency delays, and we were again asked to reschedule
and privacy of information. in February.

There will be an improvement in agency and interagency The committee is unanimous in its emphasis that it will
communications. It will provide greater reliability and not sign off on any project until it is completely satisfied that
availability of services than is possible via the ragtag, gralit has met its obligations under section 12C of the Parliamen-
bag full of garbage they have at present. It will providetary Committees Act. Accordingly, regardless of whether
greater privacy, flexibility and security through the use ofadequate lead times have been allowed by either Ministers or
trunking, as well as digital technologies and encryption. ltagencies, it will do its job. One of the matters before the
will achieve compliance with the Australian Communicationcommittee, that is, the ElectraNet connection between Pelican
Authority frequency spectrum regulations to which | referredPoint and the switch yard on Torrens Island, will be treated
a little earlier, and it will provide common equipment acrossaccordingly.

Government and reduce the complexity of training that is, The committee reminds Ministers and agencies that they
therefore, required for those people operating it at variouseed to anticipate the lead time required for the Department
levels. It will facilitate the re-engineering of the agencies’of the Premier and Cabinet's acquittals committee and
business operations and provide improved efficiency and@abinet’s projects approval prior to the Public Works
productivity from the improved telecommunications servicesCommittee hearing. This will allow the committee to obtain,
It will reduce the number of sites required for radio com-study and hear more timely, accurate and complete informa-
munications from the current 1 200 to approximately 160, antion as required by the Act and its derivative procedures. The
we are told it will meet agencies’ current and future operParliament did not set up this committee to rubber stamp
ational requirements for a long time to come. The Governthings.

ment radio network will provide emergency services withthe The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
capacity to provide that much higher degree of coordinatethember’s time has expired.

response and control in those emergency situations that we Mr LEWIS: Can | seek leave of the House for an
seem to need these days and, indeed, in the committeextension of two minutes?

opinion, are entitled to expect. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no opportuni-

We understand that the implementation of the GRN willty for such an extension. There is an opportunity only for an
improve public services across South Australia. We expeaixtension of time regarding the introduction of Bills.
that there will be faster response times in emergencies;
improved communications for both the Country Fire Service Ms THOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
and similar services such as the SES; and the ability for
improved communication with other State organisations PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: MOTOROLA
interstate, such as the Country Fire Association in Victoria,
along State borders during emergencies. It will improve the Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move:
coordination between all agencies. The committee recognises That the ninety-seventh report of the committee, on Motorola
that the current inability to meet the requirements of man)ﬁtage 3—extensions to software centre—Technology Park, be noted.
agencies to communicate with each other using radio duringhis motion relates to the extensions to the software centre
these major emergencies is a major deficiency. It will beof Motorola, Stage 3, Technology Park. The Motorola
eliminated through the use of the one integrated network. Australia software centre was established at Technology Park

This aspect s particularly important in regional Australia,in 1995. The attraction of the centre is a major element in the
where speed of response to life threatening situations i&overnment’s strategy to build the information industry in
extremely important. Notwithstanding the foregoing, theSouth Australia and give it a credible international profile.
committee is disappointed and dismayed by the reluctance dhe committee notes that the Motorola Australia software
Treasury to provide specific financial information which wecentre is expected to play a leading role in facilitating a
requested to enable us to more thoroughly assess the viabiligimber of strategies and new developments that would
of the proposed project and comment upon that aspect in trggeatly assist telecommunications operators in growing
public interest. The Treasury took the view that it alonesubscriber applications and, in particular, Internet and
understood the public interest and it alone could be reliedietwork usage. Consequently, there is now an urgent need to
upon in that regard. undertake the proposed works as the current buildings of the

The committee noted that the information provided byMotorola software centre are at maximum capacity and do
Treasury fails to address the committee’s inquiry, particularlynot support any further expansion.
regarding the forward estimates for the cost of the GRN. Accordingly, the Department of Industry and Trade
Moreover, it is our strong view that it has and will continue proposes to undertake building extensions to the current
to have a heavy workload which has placed pressure argbftware complex at Technology Park at an estimated cost of
unreasonable demands on staff in terms of time available #%7.466 million. The proposed Stage 3 building will add a
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further 3 725 square metres of office accommodation to theystems to achieve very tight temperature tolerance for
existing facilities, bringing the total area available tobuilding occupants and to minimise energy consumption.
7 976 square metres. The extension will allow Motorola toWherever possible, movement sensors will be used to activate
increase the staffing capacity at the Motorola Software Centrigghting controls, especially for meeting rooms, to ensure that
to a minimum of 400 employees. The committee is told thatlights only operate when they are in use. Stage 3 works
in accordance with the master plan developed for a coordinclude the supply and installation of a new computer, as well
nated expansion of facilities at Technology Park, two stageas modifications required to ensure that the existing building
have already been completed. management system is year 2000 compliant.

Stage 1 was completed in April 1995 and consists of atwo The committee has been provided with details of the
storey reception, admin and meeting rooms facility with arfinancial returns to the South Australian community from this
attached two storey office building of approximately investment in the Motorola development if it was to be
3 636 square metres of useable space, designed to accomrmaonsidered in a similar perspective to a corporate decision;
date approximately 200 employees. Then comes Stage 2 tifat is, let us envisage South Australia to be the corporation
the master plan, completed in October 1997, consisting of making the investment and then let us see what returns as a
dining and training facility of 615 square metres. In thatcorporation South Australia gets from that investment. From
building we see provision of a canteen, kitchen, cool rooma whole of Government perspective, the net present value of
and toilet facilities at ground floor level, while the first floor its investment is a minus $.9 million at the required rate of
level is presently being used as an open plan office area ireturn of 15 per cent and an internal rate of return for the
order to overcome the current shortage of office-typeproject of 10.6 per cent. However, from the State
accommodation. This building is linked to the Stage 1 officecommunity’s perspective, if we look at corporate SA, the net
building by enclosed walkways at each level. present value from the expansion of Motorola is estimated as

In summary, the proposed Stage 3 extension will consist positive $22.6 million.
of a two storey office building similar in construction and  The committee has also been provided with an alternative
complementary to the previously completed Stages 1 and 2ssessment calculating the return over the whole life of the
At Motorola’s request the proposed Stage 3 extension hgzoject. In the context of the assumptions used for those
been replanned and repositioned to accommodate a possilgiglculations, the calculations of benefits from the project are
future Stage 4 two storey office building addition of approxi-best summarised as follows: On a rental revenue basis
mately 1 860 square metres. In addition, a separate laboratomgsessing return to the Government agency that invests the
building and tennis court, including general outdoor staffcapital, the net present value will be negative. However, from
recreational facilities, have been incorporated in the Stage 8whole of Government perspective for an 11 year period the
works together with security fencing around the entirenet present value is a positive $2.8 million, with an internal
facility, and provision for extended site works capable ofrate of return for the project then of 21.8 per cent. Then if you
further expansion to accommodate the future Stage 4 cdook at the corporate position for the whole of the South
parking requirements. Australian community, the net present value of the expansion

As mentioned previously, the existing southern officeof Motorola is estimated at a huge $141 million with an
wing, Stage 1, has a capacity to accommodate a minimum dfiternal rate of return for the funds invested of 383 per cent.
200 employees while the proposed northern wing, Stage Jhat is magnificent.
will have a capacity to accommodate a minimum of The committee notes that the proposed extension of this
200 employees, with the future northern office wing inpurpose built facility will support the commitment by
Stage 4 having a capacity for another 100. We are told thad#lotorola to meet its obligations under the memorandum of
considerable effort has been invested by both Motorola andnderstanding by continuing its operations at the Software
the Industrial and Commercial Premises Corporation (&entre for at least the next seven years; by increasing
derivative of a section of the Housing Trust that used to builemployment at the centre from the current 230 to at least 400
factories for lease) to ensure that the building area requirewithin five years; and, further, the proposed extension will
ments, internal and external circulation patterns, the accesdlow the company to expand its existing involvement with
road, the car parking, the mechanical and electrical servicdsrtiary institutions in the State in such areas as research,
and the stormwater drainage have been designed to accoeducation and training in information technology.
modate both the immediate needs of Stage 3 and the future In addition to the foregoing, members recognise that the
needs of Stage 4. expansion of the Motorola Australia Software Centre is

The external building fabric for this project will be similar expected to generate a number of benefits to the State,
to that used in Stages 1 and 2. The exterior cladding paneiscluding a high-tech recruitment strategy, which is expected
will be six millimetre thick Symonite embossed aluminium to substantially increase the competency of high-tech sectors
sheet sandwich panels fixed to steel sub-framing. Thef South Australia across the board, so as to increase the
windows will be matching powder coated frames fitted withState’s ability to attract other international investors; an
double glazing to reduce air-conditioning costs and to keemternational focus for technology development by integrating
out light aircraft noise, as this site is located under thehe recruitment of staff and the development of appropriate
Parafield southern flight path. The first floor ceiling and alltertiary courses that are likely to create a work force with the
external walls will also be insulated against aircraft noise, asssential advance technology skills to attract further inter-
well as for normal heat reduction or warmth insulationnational investment; and education and training through
reasons. The new and existing buildings have been design&dbtorola’s current commitment to education and training
to withstand both wind and earthquake loads as required lyere in South Australia.
the relevant Australian standards. The basic building structure While 1 am on that point, let me say on behalf of the
is essentially similar to that adopted for Stage 1. committee that we were pleased to note that Motorola and the

We are told that the building design will incorporate stateAdelaide College of TAFE are currently working together on
of the art air-conditioning and lighting management controlthe development of suitable tertiary level courses for high
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school graduates to be trained as technical service professigsrices, as measured by the CPI All Groups Index (weighted average
als to work in key support roles in Motorola’s software Of the eight capitals) has risen by 52.7 per cent.
development teams. A comparison of interstate penalty structures reveals that the

Debate adi d level of penalties in South Australia is now towards the lower end

ebate adjourned. of the scale in relation to other States.

The Government considers that maximum penalties under the Act
must be maintained as an appropriate deterrent and act as an
inducement to bring about behavioural change in the workplace. Sig-
nificant penalties and the threat of prosecution do elicit a response

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Government in the workplace. The increases in maximum penalties contained in
LN this Bill will convey a message to the community at large as to the

Enterprises)obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act jmnortance of occupational health and safety in the workplace and
to amend the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Acthat all offenders, be they corporate or otherwise, who commit these

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE (PENALTIES) AMENDMENT BILL

Read a first time.
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

offences will face substantial penalties.

Discussion of Proposed Penalties

Generally speaking, the Bill will double the existing maximum level

of penalties in the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act.

I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertefyever, the Bill will increase a number of maximum penalties even

further, to rectify perceived anomalies, whilst a few will be retained
at their existing level, principally because the offences are viewed
as administrative in nature.

in Hansardwithout my reading it.
Leave granted.

Introduction

Last year, around 2 900 Australians died at work and 650 00!
were injured.

In South Australia, during 1997-98 there were 24 workplace,
fatalities and it is estimated that there are 50 000 work relate
injuries or ilinesses reported each year. The annual cost of workplace
related injuries to the South Australian community is considered t
be more than $2 billion.

The South Australian Government established its policy in
relation to worker safety in 1997 with its pre-election policy

Conclusion

q’his Bill demonstrates that the South Australian Government
continues to view the improvement of occupational health and safety
in the workforce as a top priority.

The Government looks forward to the passage of this Bill, which

ill send a clear message to all parties in the workplace in the
promotion of workplace health and safety.

Explanation of Clauses
Clause 1: Short title

document ‘Focus on the Workplace'. Linking health, safety and_Clause 2: Commencement
economic development is an integral theme of the Government'§hese clauses are formal.

policy. In order to achieve this, the Government is committed to

Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation

reviewing the existing occupational health, safety and welfare systeffihis amendment proposes to substitute new amounts for the
and to continue the reduction of the incidence of workplace injurydivisional fines set for the purposes of the principal Act.

or disease. .
In the Ministerial Statement of 26 March 1999 on Workplace

Safety, a number of integrated initiatives of the Government were

outlined to provide the framework to allow South Australia to be a

truly safe, productive and competitive State. These initiatives may

be summarised as follows:

- The promotion of the vision of South Australia as a State of safe

and productive workplaces.

The abolition of a number of outmoded and unnecessarily.

complex regulations under the Occupational Health, Safety and

Welfare Act. .

The trialing by Workplace Services (DAIS) and WorkCover

Corporation of industry specific approaches to occupational

health and safety.

Two information initiatives designed to improve everybody’s

understanding of their obligations:

(1) WorkCover’s ‘Work to Live’ campaign, which promotes in-
creased awareness of safety in South Australia by drawin
attention to the social and economic cost of injuries, illnes
and death in our workplaces, has already attracted conside
able attention.

(2) Workplace Services will also be commencing a revitalise
industry liaison and awareness strategy aimed at bett
linkage of inspectors with industry and better dissemination
of information on key safety risks to the community.

The development by Workplace Services of a comprehensive

prosecution policy for breaches of the Occupational Health

Safety and Welfare legislation.

Finally, the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory

a Division 1 fine means a fine not exceeding $200 000 (increased
from $100 000);

a Division 2 fine means a fine not exceeding $100 000 (increased
from $50 000);

a Division 3 fine means a fine not exceeding $40 000 (increased
from $20 000);

a Division 4 fine means a fine not exceeding $30 000 (increased
from $15 000);

a Division 5 fine means a fine not exceeding $20 000 (increased
from $10 000);

a Division 6 fine means a fine not exceeding $10 000 (increased
from $5 000);

a Division 7 fine means a fine not exceeding $5 000 (increased
from $1 000).

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 21—Duties of workers

Currently, subsection (1) of this section imposes a duty on an
mployee to protect his or her own health and safety at work and to
void adversely effecting the health or safety of any other person
hrough an act or omission at work. The penalty imposed for breach
f this subsection is a fine of $1 000.

g Theamendmentis not very different, substantively, from current

egubsection (1) but proposes to split that subsection into a number of

different subsections to enable different penalties to be imposed for
different elements of the offence.

New subsection (1) provides that an employee must take

reasonable care to protect his or her own health and safety at work
with the penalty for a breach is a fine to be $5 000.

New subsection (1a) provides that an employee must take

Committee was requested to provide advice to the Governmerigasonable care to avoid adversely affecting the health or safety of
in relation to the adequacy of maximum penalties provided in thétny other person through an act or omission at work with the penalty
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. At the time thefor @ breach to be a fine of $10 000.

Government foreshadowed its intention to increase penalties New subsection (1b) provides that an employee must so far as is
significantly, if it was supported by that advice. reasonable (but without derogating from new subsection (1) or (1a)

In November 1998 the Advisory Committee formed a tripartite ©f from any common law right)—

working party to carry out the task. In preparing its report, the-
Working Party consulted with its respective constituencies. The
Advisory Committee made minor refinements to the recommenda-
tions of the Working Party and this Bill implements that advice.
Rationale for Increased Penalties

Maximum penalties under the Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare Act have remained unchanged since the inception of the
Act. Since then, there has been considerable erosion of the real
impact of the fines. In the intervening period, the general level of

use equipment provided for health or safety purposes; and
obey reasonable instruction that the employer may give in
relation to health or safety at work; and

comply with any policy that applies at the workplace published
or approved by the Minister after seeking the advice of the Ad-
visory Committee; and

ensure that the employee is not, by the consumption of alcohol
or a drug, in such a state as to endanger the employee’s own
safety at work or the safety of any other person at work.
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The penalty for a breach of this subsection will be a fine of$1 billion—a rise of more than 50 per cent. Nearly half of
$5 000. . o that, almost $500 million, has occurred in the last two Olsen-
Clause 5: Substitution of s. 22 Irlrucas budgets. Those crippling tax increases immediately

Currently, section 22 imposes a duty of care on employers and self- L . .
employed persons in respect of their own safety at work and i ollowed an election in which the Government promised not

respect of other persons who are not employees or engaged by tHeincrease taxes, justas it promised never to privatise ETSA.
employer or self-employed person. The current penalty for a breachwant members, including members opposite, to remember
is a fine of $5 000. what Treasurer Stephen Baker said then. He said, ‘We are not

New section 22 will separate the duty owed by employers an ; ; ) -
seli-employed persons to themselves from the duty they owe t‘éutto get an increase in the quantum of tax.’ That is what he

others, with different penalties being imposed for breaches of th&/as quoted in the‘\dver'tiseras saying on 19 September
separate duties. 1997. Stephen Baker said that the budget was in balance and

22.  Duties of employers and self-employed persons would provide a small surplus. He said that we had broken

New subsection (1) provides that an employer or a selfthe back of debt. He called the pre-election budget a remark-
employed person must take reasonable care to protect his or h

own health and safety at work with the penalty for a breach beingﬁble,"’md historic turnaround. . .

a fine of $10 000. Either the Olsen Government was practising deceit then
New subsection (2) provides that an employer or a self-or it is practising deceit now. Either that budget was a fraud

employed person must take reasonable care to avoid adversely this one is. Of course it was Stephen Baker, the former

affecting the health or safety of any other person (not being a : YR
employee employed or engaged by the employer or the Selﬂ'reasurerwho, after the election, told the truth when he said:

employed person) through an act or omission at work. The penal- It might well be. .. [the Government’s]. . . new priority is to

ty for a first offence is a fine of $100 000 and, for a subsequenspend money, and if you decide to spend money you have to raise

offence, a fine of $200 000. taxes or build up debt. .. It's a matter of priorities. . . levels of

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 58—Offences expenditure are significantly above what they were when we
This amendment proposes to substitute a new subsection (7) €glivered the budget in 1997.

provide that proceedings for a summary offence against this A ; et ; ;
must be commenced— %hen the Premier was asked how to justify this massive

in the case of an expiable offence—within the time limits increase in taxes for the second year running, hg said that it
prescribed for expiable offences by tRemmary Procedure Act Was to fund health and education. We have seen it all before,
1953 . _ of course: a series of leaked pre-budget, ‘boosterish’ an-
in any other case—within 2 years of the date on which thenouncements designed to portray cuts as extra funding.

offence is alleged to have been committed. : ;
Clause 7: Further amendment of principal Act Sometimes people fall for it. Yet outlays are up by

The schedule of the Bill contains amendments to the principal Acp448 million or more than 5 per cent in real terms and there

in respect of penalties for breaches of the Act. is more than $101 million worth of additional spending as a
Where the amendment does not change the divisional penaltyesult of policy changes since the last budget.

the monetary penalty will, in fact, have increased because of the This is a budget that confirms that the Olsen Liberal

operation of new section 4(53€e clause)3 -
Some of the amendments insert differential penalties for first am@pvernment is a Government of waste and extravagance. It

subsequent offences. might be parsimonious towards public health and education,
Other amendments insert penalties where previously no specifiaut it is generous to consultants, to the public relations
penalty was provided. industry and to interstate and foreign firms. That is why the

The general penalty under section 58 will now be $20 00

through the operation of new section A(S»é clause )3 O_abor Caucus Waste Watch Committee will be watching the

Government very closely from now until the next election.

Ms KEY secured the adjournment of the debate. We will bring to light the_irrespo_nsible profligacy of this

Government. The committee will report on examples of
APPROPRIATION BILL Liberal waste and ways of putting public money to work for

the public good.

Adjourned debate on second reading. For instance, Labor would not pay out tens of millions of

(Continued from 1 June. Page 1544.) dollars to John Olsen’s bevy of consultants for the privatisa-
tion of ETSA. Labor would not operate John Olsen’s open-

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): | ended model of company assistance. We would not waste

rise to deliver the Opposition’s reply to the sixth Liberal tens of millions of dollars on rewarding promises from
budget. Like the Premier’s previous budget, this is a budggtrivate firms that are simply not delivered. Labor would only
of total deceit. It is a budget that entirely dishonours thegive industry assistance to companies that have delivered on
present Premier and, even worse, the office of the Premier @fgreed outcomes and on the principles of performance based
South Australia. Itis a budget that provides in full technicol-industry assistance. Labor would cut in half John Olsen’s
our to the people of South Australia the knowledge that irf550 million plus annual consultants’ bills. We would axe the
John Olsen they have a Premier they simply cannot trust arldepartment of Industry and Trade and make it accountable
in Rob Lucas a Treasurer in whom they can have no confifor the delivery of real benefits as a much leaner jobs
dence whatsoever. Itis a budget that shows South Australiamemmission reporting to the Premier in Cabinet, not to a
that, in spite of their attempts to blame others, John Olsen arjdnior Minister who does not attend.
Rob Lucas have lost control of their budget. While they have  The budget also shows us that the Olsen-Brown Liberals
cut essential services, they are spending as if there was marry no weight whatsoever with their counterparts and
tomorrow. While they are spending up big, they are spendingolleagues in Canberra. The Human Services Minister, the
on all the wrong things. While they are spending on theformer Premier, called for an extra billion dollars from the
wrong priorities, they are taxing struggling South Australian$5.4 billion Federal surplus to be spent on health and utterly
families halfway into penury. failed. The Premier called for more of the surplus to be spent
In spite of the Government’s attempts to hide the fact inon economic development in South Australia, but there is
the budget papers, this budget brings the Liberal tax grabothing whatsoever for our State’s economic development in
since they came to office less than six years ago close tine Federal budget. However, we have lost 3 000 Federal
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public sector jobs since the Howard Government came tpower would be of financial benefit, they ran for cover. But

office, and that is having an extraordinary impact on both thehey persisted with the entirely unsubstantiated claim of a
services and economic wellbeing of rural and regional Sout$150 million a year budget benefit from the privatisation of

Australia. | will have more to say later about those cuts, aboulETSA and that, if the Parliament did not pass the legislation,
the Olsen Government’s extortionate taxes and about the fattte Government would impose extra taxes of up to
that this is a budget in deficit, chock full of one-off and $150 million. In New South Wales, they had the big ETSA

extraordinary items to boost the budget’s bottom line. equivalent promise: here, the big threat, the blackmail.

I shall now address the budget’s relationship to the ETSA But in the very same budget, before the Parliament had
privatisation debacle. Let us be under no illusion that a&ven had an opportunity to vote for or against power privati-
97 year lease of ETSA and Optima is indeed thesation, this Government raised taxes by 10.5 per cent or
privatisation—the sale—for ever and a day of our mostlmost $250 million. Then the Auditor-General looked at the
valuable public asset. Such a lease gives real ownership abddget in light of ETSAs proposed privatisation. He
control of ETSA to foreign investors who have no interest inconcluded that there would not necessarily be any financial
the welfare of our elderly, in the health of our community orbenefit from privatisation. When he investigated Treasury
in the development of the South Australian economy. Ifspreadsheets and calculations to see what was behind the
anyone ever needed proof that once we lease ETSA falaim that we would be a recurrent $150 million worse off
97 years we have sold it for good, just ask an internationalithout the privatisation, he could find no such evidence,
investor how much less they would be prepared to pay for despite the fact that his previous report had been used
97 year lease compared with a full sale. Merchant bankers sgersistently by the Government to somehow substantiate its
that the difference in price between the two is about a dollarclaims.

In fact, they have said that a 40 year lease is virtually the On the basis of Treasury figures only, and without
same as a sale and a 97 year lease is a sale and will be seetlependent verification, the Auditor-General said there
to be a sale. could be a benefit to the budget of $35 million to $65 million

About possible events in the other place over the next dag year, but he stressed that that was on the basis of Treasury
or so | simply say this: this is a vital vote for the future of our figuring alone and that losses as much as gains could be the
State. Itis a choice between keeping faith with the electorateesult of privatisation. So, $35 million to $65 million—the
being elected on a promise and keeping it, or rewardingsovernment’s own figuring—is equal to less than one half
deliberate deceit and total dishonesty. | do not want myf 1 per cent of the annual Government budget. That is no
grandchildren turning around to me and asking why oubonanza from the sale of ETSA. Today we heard the
generation sold off the farm, why everything in this State isTreasurer saying that there will be a deficit and starting the
owned by people overseas. It is about either handing the farprocess bit by bit—which we will see over coming weeks and
onto our kids or selling it off from beneath them. If John months—of running away from all the promises of the El
Olsen is rewarded for his deceit before and after the electioBorado, the panacea and the nirvana that will result from the
and for his blackmail of the people of South Australia with sale of ETSA.
the privatisation of ETSA that most South Australians do not The Government said that we had to sell ETSA to slay the
want and all South Australians voted against, we will not bedragon of debt. Then John Olsen attempted to bribe the
handing anything onto our kids. We will be selling it off electorate with a $1 billion so-called reinvestment fund. He
overseas against the clear, expressed wishes of the peoplesvEn invited the public to make suggestions on how to spend
this State. $300 million of the proceeds—a sort of pick-a-box, a raffle,

| ask Trevor Crothers to listen to the people of this Statepr a lottery that everyone would win. Now the story was that
not just to Rob Lucas and Terry Cameron, and to remembeve had to sell ETSA to pay for the things the Government
the untruths the Government told about the supposed beneftliad promised in previous budgets—to fund our schools and
of its water privatisation deal. It was very interesting whenhospitals, and all those things that are announced, then re-
a group of private sector people came to see me last year aadnounced—and hopefully there would be a few gullible
said that the Labor Party should sell or lease ETSA. Thejournalists to run it again and again through a process called
said that there would be great benefits for the people of thislippage.

State. These were the same people who came to see me twoJohn Olsen has promised everything—from the privatisa-
or three years before to tell me that the Premier was right, thaion of ETSA to more jobs, to cheaper power, to move
if we leased our water through a privatisation lease deal weervices, to new schools, to rebuilding hospitals, to new
would see a huge decrease in the price of water, that weeating at Football Park—with no evidence whatsoever to
would see Australian ownership, that it would be owned bysupport the claim. The Premier made these promises, like his
Mr and Mrs South Australia, and that we would also seeNew South Wales counterpart Kerry Chikarovski, knowing
1 100 new jobs in an international water industry to be builit would be the height of financial and economic irresponsi-
here in South Australia. If ever there was an example of &ility to sell an income earning asset such as ETSA on a
lease privatisation deal that has not benefited the people epending spree rather than reducing the debt, the dragon
this State, it is the water deal. Instead of a decrease in watarhich he said we had to slay.

prices, we had a 25 per cent increase. Instead of 1 000 plus But, of what he promised in terms of capital works, most
new jobs, we had hundreds fewer jobs and cuts in servicebad been promised before without the need to privatise
Of course, instead of its being Australian owned, itis 100 peETSA. That is what we were told in the 1997 budget. The
cent foreign owned. Premier did not deliver them then, so why would anyone

The Premier last year said that, if the Parliament did nobelieve him again? Given the way he has mismanaged the
allow him to break his promise and privatise ETSA, he wouldoudget and his irresponsible promise to use some of the
introduce new taxes to cover the so-called shortfall inproceeds on purposes other than debt reduction, who could
revenue. When we asked the Premier and the Treasurer taust the Premier, John Olsen, to sell South Australia’s most
show the people some evidence that the privatisation ofaluable income earning public asset? We are going to see all
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those events in the night—the dodgy deals, the cameras The Hon. M.D. RANN: Why the member for Stuart
turned off, the late bids, the probity auditor going home earlyshould believe this Premier after what he did to his Speaker-
Who could believe, though, that he would not use theship, God only knows. When the Premier’s ridiculous claim
proceeds to prop up his budget and run up new debts anwias put to the Treasurer, he simply made things worse. In an
liabilities? interview on the same day, a journalist effectively asked Rob

Then the Olsen ETSA tax was supposed to pay for ETSA:Ucas why he continued to claim that the budget was in a
capital works. Not one cent of John Olsen’s $100 millionshambles only because the Government cannot sell ETSA.
ETSA tax would go towards retiring debt. This latest blunderThe interviewer asked:
confirms those fears and entrenches the well-earned reputa- But, Treasurer, that power bill increase was only going to bring
tions of the Premier and the Treasurer as incorrigible policyn $100 million and yet you're spending more than $400 million, so
fakes. It highlighted that the Olsen Government's budget ig€lling ETSA really wouldn't getyourselves out of the mess you've

. . f . ot yourselves into it, would it?

already in tatters. Last Friday, the Premier claimed that thd i
sale of ETSA would save $500 million a year in interestThe Treasurer replied:
payments. Professor Richard Blandy, the adviser to the ...let'slook at where the money is going. We're spending it on
former Premier, Dean Brown, has shown that, if ETSA anceducation. We're spending it on health. . . Itis easy to say, “You are
Optima were sold for the mooted figure of $6 billion, thereSpend'ng $400 million.” We're spending it on behalf of the taxpay-
would be a public debt interest saving of about $300 million ) )
a year at current interest rates. But this is the same amouff' factis, though, that this budget produces yet more cuts
that ETSA has returned to the Government over the years, 4 funding for health and education. The Treasurer was asked

there could be little or no benefit to the budget from the sal@Pout the Premier’s claim of a $500 million a year interest
of ETSA. saving from the privatisation of ETSA. Again, Rob Lucas

was found asleep at the wheel. He turned in a shambolic
performance that confirms this Government could never be
rusted with our most valuable public asset. He was asked by

Government's claims on this very closely. | hope that the ow much we would reduce interest payments if ETSA was

Government is not attempting to manufacture a crisis now tSOId and he said: ) ) )
buttress its policy of privatisation, intending to pull out extra___tdepends on the sale price obviouslythe rough calculations

. . ._that some of the commentators have done is that you may well save
ETSA dividends from a hollow log for a spending spree Naround $300 million on some of the estimates they have provided.

time for the next election. You get four, five to six billion dollars say for the sale of the asset.
But what takes the cake for Government dishonesty is thai{ggtw%ﬁ Oélct) Vt\/ﬁ;[t (t:f;?chf‘l;eﬁrgﬁt ;?]téast & ecgtng?ﬁemgftgfgts: Oﬂfvglff
Wh".e John Olsen wants us to be“eve." that ETSA dlyldendground about $300 million.” If we got more than $6 biIIiorzl,’ then
are in free fall, he also wants us to believe that the price frongpyviously we would save more in interest costs.
any sale of ETSA has actually gone up, and gone up draStjI=hen the tape was played of the Premier’s meandering on
cally. The two simply do not go together. They do not equate 00 miIIionpin intergstﬁavin s from the sale of ETSA agnd
One rules out the other. Last Friday the Premier was ask . . 9 ;
the fundamental question that the Opposition has been askin € mter_wew of the Treas.urer_ was r.esu.med.. )
Given that outlays are up by nearly $450 million in this __Interviewer: So the Premier this moming is saying that if we sell
budget, how can the Premier claim his budgetary disarray i T,fﬁ‘p' $3%egrﬁﬁlli‘£’n$3§/)ﬁig1”:'soﬂén interest, you're saying it would
because he cannot privatise ETSA? The interviewer asked Treasurer: It depends on how much you get for the sale of the
John Olsen: assets. As | said, the commentators so far have predicted four, five

Butit [the privatisation of ETSA] won't wipe out half a billion 27X Pilion. I you get enough to getrid of all your debt—you've

h it ! h ! got $7.5-$7.6 billion worth of debt. . . if you got enough to get rid
dollars of extra spending, which is what you're doing this year. ¢4 your debt and the current costs are as the Premier has indicated.

hn Olsen’s reply was. if will pardon th n. truly We pay $735 million in total interest. There’s about $500 million
f)(r)iceleosieHg Sg%y as, It you pardo € pun, tru ywhlch relates to the non-commercial sector of the . . . budget.

Interviewer: But does it worry you that he’s using one figure and
The position is. . That would save something of the order of you're using another?
$500 million worth of interest. Treasurer: . . because no-one can say what you're going to get
- - . for the sale value of your assets. You can't tell me how much people
For there to be $500 million per year in interest savings afvould pay for the assets. You caronly make estimates. so itjust
current interest rates, you would have to privatise ETSA fodepends on what you. factor in on calculations from the sale value.

over $9 billion. Do not take our word for it on the $9 billion pegpite all the incoherence and nonsense in both the

figure: just listen to Rob Lucas. H.e.had a diffgrent script onpremier’s and the Treasurer's spiel, they have provided
the same day. He said that a $6 billion sale price would savgioquent testimony to this Government's disarray. John Olsen
$30_0 million in interest. It was a performance that insultedyants to privatise ETSA, South Australia’s largest income
the intelligence of South Australians. earning public asset, at a time of historically low interest
The Premier claims that ETSA's dividends are set to fall rates, a time, that is, when the costs of servicing our debt are
that its asset value is about to be slashed by up to 50 per cegming down. Much of South Australia’s debt portfolio is
not only will the private sector pay a premium over the oddsabout to be turned over to take advantage of those lower rates.
for the assets but their value to international investors hag/e now know for certain that the Treasurer is canvassing a
somehow just increased by 50 per cent. So, either you beliexgle price as low as $4 billion, while the Premier is claiming
the Premier or the Treasurer, or neither of them. He can onlg TSA could be privatised for more than twice that amount.
be making such outlandish claims because his shoddy budget The Olsen Government tells us that the asset is falling in
contains the political death warrant for his marginal seayalue, that expected future returns have fallen, but that
colleagues opposite. suddenly its sale price has skyrocketed to as much as
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: $9 billion. The Treasurer and Premier have no idea at what

The Government’s claim is that ETSAs dividends are
falling massively but, given this Government’s record on
ETSA and budget honesty, | can say we will be looking at th
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point a privatisation would be a net benefit to the State’s The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the
public finances, and they would probably sell at any price. [Dpposition would realise that the word ‘lie’ is unparliamen-
is a disgrace when the Treasurer of this State says we coutdry.

get four, five or six billion dollars from the privatisation—a  Members interjecting:

variation of 50 per cent. It is a disgrace when he says thatno- The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

one can tell what investors would be prepared to pay butthat \jr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Sir.

we want to sell anyway. Remember what the Treasurer said: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am still dealing with the

You can't tell me how much people would pay for the assets. Previous point of order.
o Mr ATKINSON: But you are getting it wrong, Sir.
I want to know how many millions of dollars Morgan Stanley  the DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
was paid for its advice if the Treasurer is still in the dark ONspence will take his seat. | uphold the point of order and | ask

the fundamental issue of the price upon which privatisatiofe | eader of the Opposition to withdraw the word and the
of our electricity assets, in the opinion of this Governmentimp"&.ﬂtiOns relating to the Government’s lying.

is worth while. How much have Alex Kennedy and Geoff The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am sorry, Sir, but the simple
Anderson been paid for their advice to the Treasurer, givefkct is that b.efo.re. the eleétion— e
that the Treasurer appears to be none the wiser today than 4 7he DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

" . :
year ago? What were all the other consultants doing, given The Hon. M.D. RANN: No, Sir, | have to respond to this.,

the Premier’s and Treasurer’s lamentable conflict as well h i tit in th text that d b f
ignorance on the key factor about how much and at wha ave o put it n the context that you deserve because o
our longevity in office, that is, before the election this

level it would be worth for sale? y . b - e . .
evel itwould be worth for sale Government said the Opposition was lying in saying that it

The Treasurer later confirmed, with astonishing but rargyas intending to privatise ETSA after the election and was
candour, that the Olsen Government has no policy for Southeceiving the people of this State. What has come out, of
Australia but the privatisation of ETSA. The public hascourse, is that there were lies. It was not me—it was the

known this all along but it was about time the TreasureiGovernment of this State that was telling lies before the
admitted it. Not only did the Olsen Government frame ag|ection.
budget on the assumption of proceeds for the privaFisation of The budget papers talk about how the disaggregated
ETSA before the Parliament had had any opportunity to Vot@|ectricity companies are starved of investment capital, yet
on the matter—in other words, it was spending money it dichg mention is made of the fact that two budgets ago the
not have—but it has framed a budget on the assumption gfiperals took $600 million out of ETSA, including a
revenue from the sale without having any idea whatsoever 0§450 million debt restructure. No wonder it is capital starved
what size that revenue flow would be and no idea if thgggay. | also note that the interest rate on our debt assumed
financial results of any privatisation would be positive orj, the out years of the budget is around 10 per cent. Once
negative. again, | hope that this is not a strategy on the part of the Olsen
When we look at the 1997 budget and all of the promise$§overnment to accumulate reserves for the next election. |
that were told to the people of this State and when we lookiope | am mistaken about this but it is interesting to note that
at this budget it shows that John Olsen and Rob Lucas cannfstr the year 2001 the interest rate assumed in the 1998-99
be trusted to frame a budget and they cannot be trusted tidget seems to be just under 9 per cent. | will be pursuing
manage and sell ETSA. | am concerned about the projectioriBese matters in details in the Estimates process.
for revenue from ETSA in coming years in this budget: not, It would not be fair to describe John Olsen just as the
| stress, because the budget reflects the true position bBremier for privatisation. That would be unjust: he is also the
because it would be true to the history of this Premier to holdPremier for high taxes. He is tightening the noose of regres-
down ETSA income to reinforce the case he has so far failedive and unfair taxes on South Australian families. It was the
to make for the privatisation of ETSA and to hold healthyheight of insensitivity for the Premier to do what he did last
returns over for the expenditure of pork barrelling before thaVednesday, to rise to his feet in this place just a day before
next election. his own budget orgy of unfair taxes, to claim the Senate

Let me just say this. In order to try to win support, which S10uld pass John Howard's tax on food. _
he has not done from the public of this State, this Premier has 1nat is he wanted: he wanted Howard to be given
promised everything to everyone who puts their hand up ipnfettered access to be allowed to put a tax on the food, as
the sale of ETSA goes through. If it does go through, ifwell as the groceries and everything else, that the people in
Trevor Crothers does cross the floor, | will be visiting everythiS State need in terms to run their lives. This is a Premier,
hospital and school highlighting every announcement angowever, who not only believes in taxing your power, your
promise that every member has made in their electorates, 48Me, Your car, your trailer, your boat and your caravan but
well as every Minister, about the Nirvana that is about toVN0 also believes that the food of faml!les.and pensioners
come to see whether or not it will be delivered. | can tell theShould be taxed to pay for tax cuts for high income earners.
House one thing: this Government lied to the people of this What we can say is that, with this budget, the increased
State before the last election and this Government s lying t§2x take since the Liberals came to office 5%2 years ago is
the State again. gl(;nost $1tb|ISI|_on (ﬁl r(])Ooorlmlllo?), a} gsg of rgore thg;w t

. er cent. Since John Olsen toppled Dean Brown, State

_The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Mr Deputy Speaker, | riseona taxgs have risen by around $500aniIIion. Since the 1997
point of order. The Leader has used unparliamentargjeciion, pefore which the Liberal Party and its Treasurer said
language in relation to the Government, indicating that it liedj; ;a5 not out to increase the quantum of taxation, State taxes
We are all aware that that is contrary to Standing Orders anfl e increased by around $400 million. This budget alone
I ask for a retraction. increases the State tax burden by $360 per family, and that
Members interjecting: is before John Howard’s goods and services tax.
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I have used words such as ‘about’ and ‘almost’ insions, the Government tried to get some of the money needed
describing the size of this obscene tax grab because, trueto fund pensioner concessions from local government. At
Olsen-Lucas form, these budget papers also seek to hide tiie’clock on the Monday morning prior to the budget being
truth. The traditional category of taxes, fees and fines hasrought down, the Minister was meeting with the Local
been redefined in this budget. Fees and fines have be&overnment Association to cut a deal. This was very close
removed and there is no disclosure anywhere in the budgét the time when the budget papers had to go off to the
papers of the aggregate of these. These budget papers disclps@ters to be ready for last Thursday. So, here is a budget
that the tax take in 1999-2000 is expected to behatis already looking as thoughiitis just being held together
$2 640 million and that, in last year’'s budget, the revenudoy a piece of string. This gives us an insight into the way in
from fees and fines for 1999-2000 was expected to bahich the Government operates.
$172 million. | will put the Treasurer and the Premier on The EST was first announced in February 1998. The
notice: come budget estimates, they should be prepared kegislation passed the House in around September 1998. The
provide table 6.11 from Budget Paper 2 on the same basis 8&emier left on a three week overseas tour in April, and
table 6.10 in the same volume of the 1998-99 budgetjeclared that the budget had been bedded down. But three
including fees and fines. days before the budget was due, the emergency services tax

The Olsen Government'’s latest budget features two heftfigures were still being negotiated. The Act was so shoddy,
regressive taxes: the emergency services levy and the ETSithas now come back into Parliament. In the scramble to find
tax. Let us deal first with the emergency services levy. Whethe money for pensioner concessions the Government is now
the then Emergency Services Minister (the member foseeking to slug taxpayers twice, taking the money from
Davenport) introduced the emergency services tax intoatepayers as well.

Parliament on 21 July last year, he said: Every time the Government attempts to defend the

... this is simply a different method of collecting the revenue tha€Mergency services tax it merely underlines how unfair this
has been previously collected under the levy on insurance premiumiix is. The Premier has given, of course, the poison chalice

He assured the people of South Australia that the new talf e hapless member for Mawson—please encourage him
would collect no more than the aggregate of the previou%o appear on television representing the Premier, the Treasur-

levies. That was untrue, and the failure by the Premier and tHg OF anyone else who wants to duck behind him. Mawson is
Ministers, time after time, to answer questions about how? key seat at the next election. When the member for Mawson

much the emergency services tax would raise overall and hol2S asked about the fairness of the tax, he proudly announced

much the emergency services tax would cost the averadBat the owner of a $400 000 property in North Adelaide

family attests to the fact that the Olsen Government did no ould be better off. Let me tell members that those words

tell the truth about how much this tax would cost SouthVill P& put into every letterbox in Woodcroft, Willunga,

r outside. And W‘,:McLaren Vale, Hackham West, Noarlunga Downs, and
know why: because there has been a blow-out in John Olserfy€rywhere else. We have the television clip ready to run.
Motorola and Government radio network contract. The! Natis fairmess, that is equity John Olsen style. He did not

Government wants to use emergency services tax revenue f37Ve ghefgut'\j to front ht'mt?]e”Dblét Wf‘s g.r epared tg put Lhe
purposes other than funding emergency services. member for viawson onto the D-day landing grounds on nis

We know that whatever you own—a house, a car or two?"V: The Premier has, of course, tried to imply—
Members interjecting:

a boat, a trailer—will now be taxed. The Olsen tax will net The Hon. M.D. RANN: That's right: Saving Robert

an extra $100 milion a year—a total of $141 milion, ﬁrokenshire will not be a movie made around about the next

compared to the present levies that raise about $40 million i ; - . X .
anormal year. The Government rejected Labor's amendmeff{€ction campaign! The Premier has, of course, tried to imply
at the Olsen emergency services tax will be removed if only

lastyear to provide pensioner concessions but, having ma e Parliament will agree to the privatisation and foreign

several mistakes in drafting the legislation, it will now have : ;

to bring the Bill back into Parliament. The GovernmentOwnerSh'p(;)ffEr;rSEA_l'_-SrR? emergency slgrwces tax V#IUId EOt
: eai removed if the ease were sold tomorrow. The other

belatedly has agreed to pensioner concessions, and Labor 00 million worth of Olsen taxes that have been brought

again try to make this tax a little fairer. The Government ha 2lown since he topoled Dean Brown would not be removed
claimed that it always intended to allow for pensioner. PP

concessions, but that again is totally untrue. They have onlgf/ ETSA were to be privatised.

i : But let us just talk about the ETSA tax. We must always
E?brgfa?gzlrjtg/bt? acl:fkubs:n?;]t?sbor Party opposition, assisted I%member that John Olsen, his close adviser, Alex Kennedy,

John Olsen said that there would be pensioner concethe Hon. Rob Lucas, the extraordinarily gifted, agile gnd
sions, but this was contradicted by his own Attorney who, o hercurial Geoff Anderson and all the pthers O-f the Premiers
57 Aljgust last year, in opposing the amendment ,tol abal have not shown us Fhat_ there is any flnancn_al benefit
Parliament: ' ' hatsoever from the privatisation of ETSA. If there is not—

) and there is not—John Olsen’s ETSA tax will stay alongside
__The present Government has no intention of granting concesg|| john Olsen’s extra regressive, unfair taxes. This was
g'lggﬁbgug::nagggﬁfl{t”re Governmentwil offer itin the heat of g, 5qe 1o be the tax that made up for the fact that Parlia-
. ... ment kept John Olsen to his election promise never to
It was only a couple of weeks ago that the Premier said fopjyatise ETSA. This was the privatisation of ETSA for
the first time: which the Auditor-General, on the basis of the Olsen

... | have alwaysbeen of the view that pensioners deserve,Government’s own figuring, produces a financial benefit of
needed, were entitled to some concession. about zero.

That is totally opposite to what was said in Parliament the The ETSA tax will cost the average family an extra $186
year before. And we well know that, when the Premieron their annual electricity bill. Not a cent of that tax would
committed the Government to providing pensioner concesgo to pay off debt—and therein lies the fraud of the ETSA tax
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and this budget. Like other Olsen taxes, it will most hurtestimates documents; they will follow every rabbit down
those on low to middle incomes. Yet, as we have seen, thevery burrow; they will launch Freedom of Information
Treasurer and the Premier cannot agree on how much tlsearches; and they will be watching very carefully every cent
budget is supposed to be out-of-pocket by their failure tepent by this Government. The committee’s charter is to find
privatise ETSA. How then can they justify an extra $186 taxthe waste and expose it. It will expose the grubby little deals;
on every household electricity bill? the handouts to their mates; and the Terry Burkes, Geoff
In conclusion, | want to talk about the economic impactAndersons and Alex Kennedys.
on the State. These taxes are bad for families but they are also The committee will find examples of this Government’s
bad for our economy. The South Australian economy isnismanagement, which will not be too difficult, and expose
struggling at present, particularly if we look at the leadingthem. It will be examining the bills of consultants as well as
indicator of private investment. In the year to Decembethe French champagne lunches. It will look into the Govern-
1998, private new capital investment crashed by 30 per cenent’s funding of opinion polls, Government advertising for
What little growth has been seen has been based on houssslitical purposes, weekend retreats for bureaucrats, Con-
hold and personal consumption, and John Olsen’s taxes widlorde flights across the Atlantic, the use of Government credit
snuff out a lot of this demand. When that happens, the smadlards, industry assistance, pay rises and payouts for senior
signs of improvement in our job market could disappear. Johexecutives and, of course, bonuses for chief executive officers
Olsen’'s own budget papers confirm his Government'sninutes before they are fired, as well as the appointments of
failures on jobs and the economy. This budget covers the yeafonies to make up executive positions, to name just a few.
John Olsen said he would bring down our unemploymentrate | the gathering of this information we will be adding up
to the national average. Remember that key promise? He saige costs and making this Government publicly accountable
that he would bring down our unemployment rate to thefor its spending sprees. We want South Australians to have
national average. ] .. afull understanding that, while this Government has been
_These budget papers provide John Olsen’s admission @{;tting back on our children’s education and the delivery of
failure. Significantly, the budget papers provide no forecasiervices for our aged, the Premier has been flying on
of unemployment but they do forecast a continuation of ouconcordes with his staff to New York and, of course, putting
under-performance compared to the rest of the nation that h@gmself and his staff up in some of the most expensive hotels
become the hallmark of the Olsen Government. Budget Papg{ the world. This sixth Liberal budget provides conclusive
2 (page 4.3) shows that by next year South Australia’gyidence of the incompetence and the callous disregard for
unemployment rate will remain well above the nationalihe people of South Australia of this Government.

average. The more the Treasurer and the Premier ham-fistedly

One of the grossest deceits of this budget is the Olsefyemnt to hlame others for their own actions, their own cuts,

Government's claim that the budget for 1999-2000 is gpeir own taxes, their own wastes, their own skewed priorities

balanced budget. Itis not. This Government's spending, "keolnd their own dishonesty before the last election, the more the

its taxing, is out of control. Outlays are up by 7 per cent, of, e of South Australia knows that it is John Olsen and no-

5.2 per cent in real.terms. Thatis nearly halfa b.iIIion.dollars ne else who has done it to them. This is a budget of which
more being spent in 1999-2000. In spite of their taxing angle | jherals should be ashamed. The public of South
L g ; ) NRAustralia has had their fill of you and your gang. They
budget is in deficit. The Government admits to a $65 million,omember what you said about the budget before the election,

deficit for this year and boasts a $1 million surplus in 1999 4 \vell might the Independent member laugh. He had better

2000. This budget is replete with one-off items illegitimately;

. . . -Yioin the Liberal Party pretty quickly before the preferences
brought into the budget bottom line—not just the extensmAare allocated, because they want John Olsen gone. If John
of the Government’s time line for full funding of superannua-

tion but also the South Australian Asset Managemeniy o\ erything from more jobs to better services will be seen

Colrporat(ijoE diVider that rrr:ust includ? proce_er(]jshofbasds%r the deceit that they are. This Opposition will fight each
sales and has no place in the same column with the budggt, every day from now until the election to expose this
deficit or surplus result for the non-commercial sector.

. > Government for the lies, deceit and dishonesty that it has
But do not take my word for it. The Premier's own y

. . . h . > perpetrated on the people of this State.
economic adviser, Cliff Walsh, said so in Mglvertiser S . .
column of 1 June. Could you ever trust this Government noJi.hThe Hon. G.M. GUNN: | rise on a point of order, Sir.

to squander the proceeds from any privatisation of ETSA t%ae Leader has again used unparliamentary language, which

prop up its mismanagement of the budget? Certainly, | am s been previously ruled by the Speaker as being out of

very pleased to inform the Parliament that the Opposition ha%rder. The Leader of the Opposition has implied that the

established a Waste Watch Caucus Committee, because rEvernme_r_]t IS Iylng. Thatis unparliamentary, and | ask for

too long the South Australian public has borne the burden of unquallfleq wﬂ_hdrgwal.

this Government's waste and financial irresponsibility. Today ~Members interjecting: L

| will be announcing as Labor's response to this litany of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! As the Chair indicated

waste the creation of a Waste Watch Committee— previously, the word ‘lie” is certainly unparliamentary. It is
An honourable member interjecting: language that would not be encouraged by the Chair in this
The Hon. M.D. RANN: —which will be coming to an Place. I ask the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw the

electorate near you soon, the member for Hartley. Thavord ‘lie’.

committee will comprise five Labor Caucus members: the The Hon. M.D. RANN: | cannot tell a lie to this Parlia-

members for Wright, Playford, Norwood and Reynell, and thement by withdrawing something that is absolutely true, and

Hon. Carmel Zollo. The committee, over this year and nextthe Government knows it. The Premier uses the word ‘lie’

will be examining and researching the detail of this Governfrequently—

ment’s spending. Committee members will be examining The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Olsen manages to privatise ETSA, the Olsen gang’s promises
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: —and is never called to order for whether or not this new network would work even if we spent

doing so. $250 million on it. He went on to say that, although he had
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! some questions about the ability of the network to provide his
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: requirements, he understood it was a service based contract.
The Hon. M.D. Rann: Is that right? And you would He said, in part:

know, wouldn't you. ... soif it does not meet our requirements additional features will
Members interjecting: need to be incorporated to ensure that it meets the needs of the

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Chair suggests services that have specified their requirements.

to the member for Stuart that the word ‘lie’ was not usedye js saying that $250 million might not even be the total cost

personally of any particular person, and the Chair cannojt the end of the day, because it might cost even more. So |
enforce and ask the Leader of the Opposition to withdrawhaye some problems there.

however unwise and unfortunate the use of the word ‘lie’ The third matter | would like to bring to the House's
might be in a parliamentary sense. The member for Gordonyyention is a very interesting one—the emergency services

levy bungle, | call this one. It is interesting because the
Minister seems to have acted contrary to his own budget
Mr Foley: You told me three. papers. | bring to the House’s attention Budget Paper 2.

Mr MCEWEN: | told you about only three of them, Paragraph 6.3 states:

Kevin. First, | wish to demonstrate what | call a superannua{ha:';‘]"a3 ﬁ\é){o?fkgl?ggﬁt%gﬁ]ergi)éé?o?]aasga igg iﬁfé?tiﬁg gg%}ssuﬁgggs
tion sleight of hand; secondly, | want to talk about the WhOIchird party premiums. The mobile property levy will be collected by

of Government radio network extortion; thirdly, | will refer {he pepartment of Transport using its vehicle registration system.
to the emergency services levy bungle; and, finally, | want t?N K b h d it K b he ri
talk about the ETSA tax blackmail. 1 will deal first with the /e Know °“f“ o Seeon pa;to."'.t* e Ko 0‘;1“ erip
superannuation sleight of hand. Members who are privilegef'' " terms of spending $9.7 million to collect the two

enough to have in front of them the Budget at a Glanc&omponents of the levy and about $2.6 million of that to be

document 1999-2000 will see an interesting table on page faid to the motor registration people. However, we now learn

those who do not will need to try to follow what | am saying that, contrary to this comment in Budget Paper 2, the mobile

carefully. | wish to demonstrate that, in the best case scenarits ¥y Will not be based on premium class codes. A lot of
this is a $188 million rip off. ekplaining has to be done in that regard.

Mr Foley: The best case scenario? Finally, there is the matter of the ETSA blackmail tax. |

Mr McEWEN: Thatis the best case scenario, Mr shadowd0 not often agree with comments by the Leader of the
Treasurer. We need to go back to 1997-98. In that year, th@Pposition, but I have to say that | agree with many of the
Government planned to put $214 million into the unfundedcomments he made about the numbers not seeming to add up
superannuation liability fund. It actually put in $264 million. @nd about every time you get a commentator on this you get
So it earned itself a credit of $50 million. To show a balanced? differentimpact on the bottom line, a different estimate of
budget that year, it earned itself a credit of $50 million. In thethe value. All in all, it does not seem to make a lot of
next year, 1998-99, one would expect that it, again, would béifference to the budget's bottom line. What we have to
making an appropriation of about $214 million. If we allowed Understand in terms of the ETSA-Optima sale is that it has
it to take straight back the $50 million—so it would have put@lways been approached as a bland ‘Yes/No’. However, there
it in one year and taken it straight out the next—we could@'e at least seven commercial elements in there, and every
have allowed it a credit of $50 million, and therefore One of those elements could be treated in a number of ways—
expected it to pay in $164 million. Actually, it budgeted for OWn, sell, lease, float or partial float.
$76 million. Now it has taken back its $50 million and taken  In any sophisticated analysis of the best possible option
off another $88 million. However, last year it paid in not for this State in terms of ETSA-Optima, if you applied all
$76 million but $26 million. From a high of $214 million and those opportunities against each of the commercial entities,
a credit of $50 million, it has paid in $26 million. The best you would not come up with a bland *Yes/No'. In my brief
case scenario is that that is a $188 million sleight of hand. early analysis of this budget—and obviously during Estimates

I will now talk about the whole of Government radio we will be asking many more questions—I believe in a best
network. It is a fair question in Estimates to ask everycase scenario there is a $188 million sleight of hand in terms
Minister what higher priorities they have than this radioof the treatment of the superannuation fund. The whole of
network before this Government commits further moneyGovernment radio network is just becoming a ridiculous set
towards a $250 million outrage. There are other ways to solvef circumstances, where itis not high on the list of priorities
the radio network problem; for example, the CFS ha®f many of the Ministers. So, in terms of the capital expendi-
indicated that, for approximately $13 million, it could achieveture it should be reprioritised.

Mr MCEWEN (Gordon): | wish to do four things this
evening. First, | wish to—

a satisfactory upgrade to its network. It terms of the emergency services bungle, obviously we
Mr Foley: Thirteen? should set up a select committee. This House chose to do a
Mr MCEWEN: Thirteen. wise thing in setting up a select committee, and that commit-
Mr Foley: Against $250 million? tee will try to unravel all these problems with the emergency

Mr MCEWEN: Againstits part of $250 million. lam not services levy, the least of which will be asking the Minister
saying it is only for its purposes. Mind you, the way it is to explain how, between the budget papers and the budget in
going it will be the only one left in it. However, for the House, they managed to shift ground. Finally, the ETSA
$13 million it could have done the equivalent. But for scenario will unravel in the Upper House tomorrow, and
$13 million they would have got something better. Inhopefully we will be given more time to explore all options
evidence to the Economic and Finance Committee last weeknd tomorrow we will not find ourselves forced into a lease
Mr Lawson indicated that he had some concerns aboudption.
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Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | want to begin by speaking worse in our communities. | was invited to the Elizabeth
generally about issues in my own electorate and then movdission that Anglicare has run for 40 years. Staff told me that
on to the Department of Human Services, my portfolio areathings are getting worse but, overwhelmingly, the issue that
On Friday the response from my electorate on the budget was now pervading all requests for help is the issue of home-
unbelievable. | have never seen anything like the storm ofessness. Never before has this issue been so prominent in
protest that we got last Friday about taxation, particularly thevery request for services, whether it be for emergency
emergency services tax and the ETSA tax. On Fridayinancial assistance, family breakdown or whatever. Home-
everything had to stop in my office, especially during thelessness is the issue that has come to the top. They told
morning, while my assistant and the trainee were full-timeterrible stories of families living in the backs of cars, going
fielding the calls that came from constituents, expressinffom place to place with friends; of people with a mental
outrage at these imposts. The Government needs to unddiness adding to this burden because, of course, funds have
stand that, when people are struggling, the thought of havingot followed them out into the community sector.
to pay an extra $200 or $300 a year is an incredible burden. Again | say to the Government that we need to understand
| do not think that this Government has any idea of thethat there is a social responsibility in what we as Govern-
hardship and struggle that so many families in Southments do, and homelessness is at a critical stage. Of course,
Australia are now enduring. For the people on fixed incomest is not just in my electorate. A month or so ago | met with
the people on pensions—whether it be the aged pension ottlae heads of non-government agencies—Anglicare, the
disability pension—or unemployment benefits, having thisCatholic Welfare Service, the Adelaide Central Mission, the
sort of impost is the straw that breaks the camel’s back. Port Adelaide Mission, Mission SA, Lutheran Community

I note how the Government has said that Housing TrusCare and the Salvation Army—and they reported the same
tenants will not pay the emergency services levy. Howevetthing in terms of homelessness and the dire straits in which
some Housing Trust tenants have cars and a trailer, so thep many of our families and so many individuals in our
will be hit by that levy from that direction. They will not have community in South Australia now live.
it removed from them entirely. | would also like to talk about health services in my

The other point about the emergency services tax relatesiectorate and in the northern suburbs generally. | attended
to local government. | and other members, | am sure, havg workshop on Thursday 20 May at the invitation of the
been approached by our local government constituency.Mayor of Playford. It was put on in conjunction with the
have had representations from Playford Council, fromNorthern Division of General Practice and the Northern
Salisbury Council and from Tea Tree Gully Council, all Adelaide Region of Councils. A number of people were asked
reiterating in exactly the same terms the fact that, when theyp come to that workshop, spanning the services, local
were initially informed of this levy by the previous Minister, government and general community groups, and were asked
Hon. lain Evans, they were assured that savings that woul@ look at the needs of the northern area. | thought | would
come from not having to pay for the emergency services iput some of these on the record, because they certainly tell
their area would be fed back to them to pass on to theia story in terms of need in health services for the northern
ratepayers, either through a direct cut in rates or through extigea. These are some of the things that came up.
services. They are outraged that that undertaking has now The question was: what are the dominant health issues in
been broken. But when we look at all the undertakings of thl$he region? The things that came out were: paren[ing and
Government, should we really be surprised? Itis just anothggsues for single parents; family violence; unemployment; the
one of its broken commitments. lack of services in general; poverty; social disadvantage;

In my area the overwhelming issues are, first, unemploysubstance abuse; mental health; counselling and crisis care;
ment and the stimulation of the economy and, secondlyafter hours medical services; dental care; services for asthma;
access to services. | say again that we see little to give us agydietitian; and X-ray services. In terms of mental health a
confidence that this budget will do anything about stimulating.omment was made,'Don’t have a mental health crisis after
matters in South Australia and making things better on the jolg p.m. on a Friday.’ They cited behavioural maintenance;
front. Little bits and pieces will not result in any significant family support; abusive situations; lack of basic access to
advances in this critical area. | would like to reiterate theservices; no Comp|ementary Services; no hands on; drugs;
comments of the Leader of the Opposition in relation to thejoctor shopping; limited support for counselling; unemploy-
Federal budget and the fact that there is a $5 billion surplusnent; nutrition, dietary; lifestyle; family support; media
and a Treasurer who could not help but smirk and smile andducation; early intervention; family support; lack of
pat himself on the back, yet a State such as South Australiggmmunity education and support; social issues; violence;
that needs a joint strategy between Commonwealth and Stai@employment; homelessness; gambling; family breakdown;
to actually get things going goes begging. image. | could go on—and | will continue my remarks after

We have several Cabinet Ministers from South Australiathe adjournment.
and | did not hear one word from the lips of Alexander
Downer, Amanda Vanstone, Robert Hill or the rest in relation [Sitting suspended from 5.59 to 8.15 p.m.]
to this State’s particular needs and, as South Australians, their
commitment to actually fighting for them. They seem to have Ms STEVENS: Before we adjourned for dinner, | was
conveniently forgotten about the State they come from andpeaking about the workshop held at the Lyell McEwin
the special needs that we have here. Why did they not ddospital a couple of weeks ago which looked at the health
something about it? The same thing applies to a Federaleeds of the northern suburbs. This is an example of a lack
Treasurer sitting on a $5 billion surplus with unmet needs irof services in one area, but a similar set of issues can be
disability services across the country estimated afound in areas such as education and, as | said before, in
$300 million and no attempt to address these needs. employment. | also want to say that these issues are not just

In terms of access to services, | have said many of thegeart of metropolitan Adelaide. The Government needs to be
things before but | will say them again, because it is gettingaware of the fact that large numbers of the South Australian
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population are in financial trouble in terms of the amount ofdesigned to take account of the ageing population in South
money they get, and | will remind the House of some of thesé\ustralia and the increased activity and demands that will fall
statistics. upon our health services as a result. That is what the Minister

In 1998, 47 per cent of the South Australian populationtalks about constantly when he accuses the Federal
was in receipt of some sort of Government allowance. OveGovernment of not doing enough for health.
one year from 1997 to 1998, there was arise to 53 470 inthe That growth funding was deliberately cut from the budget
number of people receiving disability support pensions. Irby this State Government. This year the Minister has
1996, 22.8 per cent of all South Australians had incomeacknowledged that there will be a cut of $46 million and that
below the Henderson poverty line. Rural areas have bedtwill result in 14 000 fewer admissions to our hospitals. It
badly affected by economic and financial pressures. Yorkes interesting to note that one of the other things that came to
and Lower North are the poorest regions in Australia with aright as a result of that leaked document last October was that
average per capita income of $15 000 in 1996. The Murraythe Health Commission’s funding reserves had also been run
lands was the second poorest region in Australia with anlown. The funding reserves were used to fund the blow-outs
average per capita income of $15 765, and Eyre was thia hospital and health unit budgets over the course of a year.
fourth poorest. One-third of rural families in South AustraliaThey do not exist any more, so we have to find $46 million
have annual incomes of less than $16 000 per annum.  immediately just to break even.

It is interesting that we rarely hear members from the other In the parliamentary break, | consulted local hospitals and
side of the House speak about access to services, poverty aiése are the overruns that they are looking at for the end of
the needs of people in these rural areas, yet members oppositgne this year: Women's and Children’s Hospital,
who represent these areas must know what is going on. $2.5 million; Flinders Medical Centre, $5 million; the
people think that the sale or lease of ETSA will end all this,amalgamated Queen Elizabeth and Lyell McEwin Hospitals
they have a big surprise coming. It will not be the Holy Grail, together, $5 million, with a further shortfall of $2 million in
it will not be the answer to all this. It is quite clear that thistheir mental health services; Noarlunga Hospital,
Government is not able to control its own expenditure and1.2 million; the Repatriation Hospital at Daws Road,
make the sort of decisions that are required in South Australi®4 million; and country hospitals as a group, $6.5 million.
for the future of all our people. The $46 million cut is about making up those and other

| return to the point that | made before, that Southshortfalls. Even though we have a cut of $46 million on what
Australia needs a national strategy, a Commonwealth anglas spent last year, that does not take into account the
State joint strategy, because things are very difficult here andhcrease in demand. We have a cut in what was spent last
in the near future, they will continue to be difficult and a year as well as an increase in demand. It is a double wham-
national approach is required if we are to progress. Thaty.
makes even more pertinent the points that were made in It will be a horrendous year in terms of hospital services
Question Time today. Senator Brian Harradine has donand health services generally. We will have more long waits
wonders for Tasmania and he has used his position in th@é emergency services in our A&E departments, and elective
Federal Parliament to achieve significant gains for his Stat&urgery waiting lists will blow out. So, the promise not to cut
It would be a good thing if the Cabinet members in thehospital services was broken at the first opportunity, just like
present Liberal Government did the same and if the Demathe promise never to sell ETSA.
crats who now hold such an important position of power in |t is very important to remember that Minister Brown
the Senate showed the same sort of commitment to thepontinues to blame the Federal Government for the problems
home State. in our health services funding. Let us all remember that the

I turn now to the human services and health budget, a®lsen Government signed off on the Medicare agreement just
much as we know of it at this stage, because with the newefore the last Federal election. The State Premiers and State
format of the budget papers it is very difficult to discern anyHealth Ministers had the Federal Government over a barrel.
specifics in the budget areas, certainly in my portfolio. AttheThey needed to have health funding signed off before an
moment we are working on very broad figures. However, weslection. They had Howard where they wanted him and caved
know that in this budget the Government has increased itig, so blaming the Federal Government now just will not
outlays by almost $450 million while at the same time, it hasyash. You cannot have your cake and eat it. They signed off.
cut health expenditure and, in particular, it has cutNow it is their turn to do their bit and the responsibility for
$46 million from hospital services. From 1994 to 1997, thefunding cuts rests fairly and squarely on this Government.
Brown-Olsen Governments focused on cutting health
expenditure rather than delivering services. They were proud Mrs MAYWALD (Chaffey): Thisis a high taxing, high
of doing that. The then Health Minister (Michael Armitage) spending Labor Treasurer’'s dream budget. From where the
told Parliament that the Government had decided to cuthadow Treasurer sits, it is a budget to die for. | am not
annual health spending by a total of $70 million by 1996-97surprised that the member for Hart has given the Government
and, over the four years of that Government, $230 millionsuch a hard time about this budget. He is just green with
was cut in real terms from health spending. envy. Here is a budget that does what his Party in office in

After reinstating funding for the election year budget inthis State today would never dare to do. This budget's
1997, the focus has returned to cuts. John Olsen’s promideundations are built on a blatant tax grab to hide a budgetary
before the 1997 election was to quarantine our hospitals froralack hole caused by a Public Service wages blowout and
budget cuts. Last year's budget documents, which werearious additional spending measures that South Australia
leaked to the Opposition, revealed cuts in the human servicesnnot afford and has not asked for. Itis a budget that has all
portfolio of $108 million over three years, and those cutsthe hallmarks of a 1970s Whitlam budget.
included $30 million over three years for hospital growth  The basic budget facts speak for themselves. On the one
funding. The hospital growth funding that was supposed tdand, State-sourced revenue has been set to increase over the
be built into the budget for three consecutive years isiextyear by an extraordinary 13.9 per cent, or 11.9 per cent
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in real terms. Within this total revenue tax collection effort, The budget fudge also makes a nonsense of the claim
State taxation is to increase by 5.9 per cent this year followmade earlier this year that the new ETSA tax was forced on
ing an 8.6 per centincrease last year. This means we have haaby Labor’s refusal to support the sale of the electricity
a 14.5 per cent increase in State taxes on South Australi@ssets. The credibility of the Government’s budget strategy
families over the past two years. With inflation running athas been brought under even more strain by its decision to
only 1.75 per cent, tax increases of that size are an indictmempitend from 30 to 40 years the time required to eliminate the
on the Government's budget strategy and its economisuperannuation liability. At the same time, the Government
management. has clawed back around $180 million in contributions over
It is not as if this ongoing tax grab is producing positive four years from 1998-99.
results in terms of this State’s underlying fiscal position. The On its own estimate the contribution to eliminating past
budget is estimated to finish at break-even point this yeaservice superannuation liabilities will now be $247 million
after recording a $65 million underlying deficit last year. Theless over the four years to 2001-2002 than would have been
reality is that, despite the 14.5 per centincrease in State taxfis®e case had it maintained the strategy and repayment
over the last two years, the Government still has not been abehedule set outin the 1998-99 budget strategy. Clearly these
to achieve a significant budget surplus. As a result, the Statefsidget fudges are about making the Government’s pledge to
net debt and unfunded superannuation liability position willmaintain a balanced budget an easy objective to achieve over
continue to deteriorate. Last year it came in at $9.51 billioncoming years. The Government may think it can fool its
and this year it is estimated to increase to $9.56 billion net osupporters by this kind of sleight of hand but it will not fool
asset sales. the credit agencies or the financial markets which are the
Even if projected asset sale proceeds are included in thdtimate arbiters of the State’s credit rating and borrowing
picture, the net debt situation still shows a deterioration frontosts.
$7.66 billion last year to $7.71 billion this year. This result  The Treasurer has suggested that the failure of Parliament
certainly does nothing to engender confidence in me that thte pass the ETSA sale legislation and the financial difficulties
sale or lease of ETSA assets would be the right move. | arfacing the State are the reasons for the decision to slow down
convinced that any reduction in net State debt from thehe pace of superannuation liability elimination. If that is the
proceeds of an ETSA sale or lease would simply be used bgase, | ask: why did the Government decide to add more to
the Government as an excuse or licence to run up a biggéne tax burden on the South Australian taxpayers by putting
and bigger budget deficit in the future. in place plans to increase spending by 7 per cent over the next
The Government's record of economic management in th&2 months, or 5.2 per cent in real terms?
last two budgets does not support its case for selling ETSA. In the next year alone, the Government will have to set
In fact, | would say the opposite is true. If a Liberal Govern-aside $130 million of taxpayers’ funds to pay for increases
ment cannot manage to get the State’s budget into surplusiat Public Service wages and salaries. Over four years from
the end of a cycle of good economic growth, imagine howl998-99 to 2002-2003, the overall cost to the taxpayer of
fast the State’s finances are likely to deteriorate in the futur@ublic Service pay increases already agreed to or likely to be
under a Labor Government, when the inevitable downturn iragreed to will be more than $450 million. According to the
the Australian economy occurs. Treasurer, this year's budget allocations for Public Service
Members interjecting: wage and salary increases are moderate and reasonable and
Mrs MAYWALD: Absolutely shocking. Before | leave within budgeted forward estimate provisions. | would ask
the revenue side of this budget to talk briefly about theGovernment members to try to tell that to South Australian
equally dismal picture on the outlay side, there are twdamilies paying at least $400 a year more this year in taxes
further revenue measures appearing in the budget that | waahd charges through the new ETSA and emergency services
to highlight. They are both matters | hope the Auditor-taxes.
General takes a close look at in his report to Parliament later The Treasurer has dismissed claims that Public Service
this year. Let me deal first with the SAAMC dividend scam.wage increases have been an important part of the reason for
Members interjecting: the new ETSA and emergency services taxes. The facts show
Mrs MAYWALD: Bad bank. | believe that the Govern- otherwise. The emergency services tax is estimated to raise
ment’s decision to defer SAAMC dividends from 1998-99 to$141 million this year. This will be just enough to cover this
1999-2000 is just the kind of cynical budgetary fudge thatyear’'s extra public service wage and salary bill of
accrual accounting was supposed to get rid of. The SAAMGS130 million. It may not be coming out of the fund but it is
dividend is a budget contribution that should have beerertainly a fund that is now contributing to certain areas of
brought to account in the 1998-99 budget. The Government&inding that were never intended for the emergency services
creative accounting has turned what should have bedavy. In his budget speech last year the Treasurer said that
reported as an underlying budget surplus of about $95 milliopublic sector wage movements continue to exceed the rate of
in 1998-99 into a deficit of $65 million, and an estimatedinflation, but | ask the Premier how the Government can
underlying deficit of about $131 million in 1999-2000 into criticise those who now question the affordability of these
a reported surplus of $1 million. public service wage increases when you raised similar
The political rationale for this classic budget accountingquestions in Parliament earlier this year. The fact is that wage
fudge is obvious. It would have been embarrassing for theosts are the single biggest element of the Government’s
Government to be seen to be running a budget surplus @iutlays. The Government’s responsibility is to hold the line
around $95 million at the same time as it was announcing thatgainst nominal wage increases in the areas where it can
South Australian families were to be slugged with the newbring its influence to bear.
$100 million ETSA tax. But in attempting to massage the When a Liberal Treasurer starts defending as moderate
figures in the way it has in this year’s budget, the Governand reasonable wage settlements well in excess of the rate of
ment has merely cast doubt on the credibility of its budgetnflation then | for one start to worry. | am sure my worries
strategy and its own economic management credentials. are shared by many conservative voters especially in rural
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areas where services continue to be cut back because thdaed in this Parliament, | have watched with growing concern
public service wage settlements are coming out of departmethe evidence that we are adrift as a State and that our political
tal budget allocations. It is on the outlay side of the budgeleaders have no clear view of where they are taking us or how
that rural South Australians will get less bang for the extrebest to get us there.
taxation bucks that the Government is taking from them. | have deep concerns about the integrity of this State
What we see is an increase in the capital program of almostudget strategy, about the less than frank manner in which the
50 per cent this year, representing capital spending of almo&overnment is dealing with South Australian taxpayers and
$1 billion a year. Of this amount $69 million is allocated for the extreme vulnerability of the State’s financial position
the Government Radio Network. With the total project costwhen the economic cycle turns down in due course.
of $247 million the GRN is well on target to become another
costly financial white elephant, almost of State Bank MsWHITE (Taylor): | want to reiterate many of the
proportions. comments made on this side of the House and at least once
) on the other side about the truth of the budget. This is a high
When total budget outlay for the year is looked at bytaxing budget that will affect my constituents bitterly. It is a
purpose, it becomes clear that the Government’s Iargessebgdget that shows up the Government's poor economic
very selective indeed. In health and education, the two |arge§§rategy, poor budget Strategy and poor economic manage-
service portfolios, current outlays are increased by less thafent. The big increases in spending in this budget go to
the rate of estimated inflation. This means that budget fundéonsultants and projects such as the Government Radio
available for service delivery and the everyday operations ofjetwork. They certainly do not go to the very important
education and health are actually being cut back this year. F@lindamentals of health and education. The budget papers are
example, current outlays on health are increased by jugfarticularly difficult to read under the new form of accrual
1.9 per cent this year and, when expected salary increases gi@ounting. They should be more easy to read but the
taken into account, it means that less funding is beingsovernment has rearranged headings, left out figures and
provided in this budget for the delivery of health services thamjidden important deficits in its strategy.
was prOVIded last year The reallty is that this budget does not In this budget the Government has increased Outlays by
reflecta responsible underlying State economic managemegi47 million. The two major critical areas of the budget,
strategy. Itis not honest in describing what is being done iRyhere you would expect to see additional money going—
the budget, nor is it honest in describing where the burdengeath and education—have been crucially cut by the largest
of the budget will fall most heavily. cuts in the budget and | believe that typifies the attitude of the
Government towards the people of South Australia. The

I want to conclude tonight by reiterating some views . :
$Eovernment does not mind spending more on consultants and

expressed when | was invited to give an Anzac Day addre
in my electorate. My theme and my concern on speaking o
that occasion was that political leadership must reflect an
stay in touch with community priorities and aspirations but

if by their policies, particularly their budget policies, . X .
: L ; The Government is blaming the failure to date of the sale
Australian political leaders show themselves to be entirely out ) .
b y f ETSA for that but, even if ETSA is leased or sold, my

of touch with the everyday aspirations, ideals and concern8 =" il be faci . ¢
of ordinary Australians, then the question must be asked: igonstituents will ‘be facing enormous tax increases o

the challenge and responsibility that leadership carries witRundreds of dollars per family per year. In my electorate itis
it being met or are we being let down by our elected leadersg€tting more and more difficult for constituents to cope with
increases as high as $5, let alone these hundreds of dollars

When it boils down to this, when Government pursueghat they are now going to have to find in additional support
policies which it knows are opposed by the majority offor the Government’s spending spree on consultants, mates
constituents, it is effectively disenfranchising those constituand other than essential services.
ents. When the Government pursues policies that are not only | now wish to turn to my portfolio responsibility area of
opposed by most people but are also bad policies then, in mgducation and comment briefly before we go into the
view, these political leaders are failing in their stewardshigEstimates process on what is generally happening in the
of this country and this State. There is no doubt in my viewbudget as it concerns education. Mr Speaker, | seek leave to
that bad Government policies will be brought into account byhave inserted itHansardwithout my reading it statistical
the electorate at the appropriate time. As a proud Soutmaterial in tabular form.

Australian and a relatively new representative of the River Leave granted.

eals for mates and very poorly targeted industry assistance

ut, where it is not spending, is on the health and education
of its people. That is an indictment and the budget reflects a
'tax grab of unprecedented proportions.

Department of Education, Training and Employment Budget Strategy
1998-99 1999-2000 2000-2001

Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total
$m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m

Budget Task
A |Unavoidable cost pressures
1 |Year 2000 Compliance Project (total estimated gost

is $9 million) 2.5 1.5 0.0
2 |Reduction in Liabilities Workers Compensation 2.0 1.0 0.0
State Government Efficiency Dividend 4.4 6.6 6.6

W

Indigenous Education Strategic Iniatives Program 0.8 1.7




1576 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 1999

Department of Education, Training and Employment Budget Strategy
1998-99 1999-2000 2000-2001

Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total
$m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m

5 |TVSPs (assume Government funding)

6 |Leave Loading increase 0.7 0.7 0.7
Total Cost pressures 51 4.5 9.6 8.1 2.5 10.6 9.0 0.0 9.0
B |Unfunded Government policy iniatives
1 |EBA (at 1995-96 prices) 5.2 7.9 11.1
2 |Provision for implementation for other policy 0.5 1.0 2.0
iniatives
3 |On Line delivery of Vocational Education 3.5 3.5
4 |Non Government School Interest Scheme 0.5 0.5
Total Policy iniatives 5.7 35 9.2 94 35 129 | 136 | 0.0 13.6

C |Government Savings Task
1 |1 Per cent per annum towards Enterprise

Agreement 11.2 16.4 19.6

2 |Other savings on State outlays 18.6 22.9 27.4
Total Government Savings Task 29.8 29.8 | 39.3 39.3 | 47.0 47.0
Total Budget Task 40.6 | 8.0 48.6 | 56.8 | 6.0 628 | 69.6 | 0.0 69.6

Department of Education, Training and Employment Budget Strategy
1998-99 1999-2000 2000-2001

Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total
$m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m

Proposed Savings Strategies
A |Saving towards Enterprise Agreement

1 |Formation of DETE—Efficiences in the longer term
(assume 30 positions in 1998-99 and further 30 |n

1999-2000) 1.5 3.0 3.0
2 |Shorter school year by 1 week 15 3.0 3.0
3 |Devolution of water, energy and telephone costg to
schools 1.0 2.0 2.0
4 |Devolution of TRT Budget to schools 0.6 1.2 1.2
5 |Adult re-entry 0.5 1.0 1.0
6 [Site closures—rationalisation—recurrent savings 2.0 3.0 3.0
7 |Option for 90 FTEs 2.5 4.4 4.4
Sub Total—Enterprise Agreement 9.6 17.6 17.6
B |Corporate Savings Strategies
1 |Absorb inflation on goods and services including 6.4 13.0 195
school grants for 3 years
2 |Continued conversion to outcome cleaning contfacs. 1.0 1.0
3 |Continued rationalisation of school bus routes (tp b@.8 1.7 1.7
absorbed by pressure on industry rates) (0.8) (1.7) (1.7)
4 |Acquit portion State Recurrent Contribution undér 0.5 0.5 0.5

the National Child Care Strategy
5 |Commonwealth specific purpose grants for primary

and secondary—supplementation 5.0 5.0 5.0
6 |Fringe benefits tax 0.5 0.5 0.5
7 |Procurement strategy 1.0 2.0 2.0
8 |DETAFE cross charge 1.0 1.0 1.0
9 [Non Government school sector (3.75 per cent) 1.2 1.6 1.9
10 |Generate additional income
11 |Balance of discretionary fund 0.5 0.5 0.5
12 |Means testing of transport concessions 1.7 3.4
Sources 26.2| 0.0 26.2 | 444 | 0.0 444 | 529 | 0.0 52.9

Net Shortfall/(Surplus) 144 | 8.0 224 | 124 6.0 18.4 | 16.7 0.0 16.7
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Department of Education, Training and Employment Budget Strategy

1998-99 1999-2000 2000-2001
Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total |Ongoing One-off| Total
$m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m $m
C |Use of cash reserves
To pay for once off items above.
Balance of available cash 13.3 6.0 0.0
D |Further Group Savings Strategies
1 |Operations Group (including TAFE SA) 5.9 104 11.9
2 |Employment and youth 0.1 0.1 0.1
3 [Strategic development 0.4 0.5 0.5
4 |Programs and Curriculum group 2.1 2.1 2.1
5 |Resources group 1.8 1.8 1.8
Total Funding Sources 36.6 | 13.3 | 499 | 59.2 6.0 65.2 | 69.3 0.0 69.3
Net Shortfall/(Surplus) including other savings
options 40 | 63)| 13)| 24| 00 | (24 | 03 0.0 0.3

Ms WHITE: This is a table of the Department for Government took office. Much of that capital spending slip
Education, Training and Employment’'s budget strategyhas come from the health and education budgets: a number
1998-2001. The Minister for Education, Children’s Servicesof school and TAFE projects have been announced and
and Training has confirmed the bottom line figures in thiseannounced and have slipped back from year to year. The
document. This information has been leaked to the Oppos{sovernment says that they are budgeted for but just does not
tion and indicates the whole budget strategy for those thrego the work in that year, and we have significant shifts.
years. Itis important so that we can see what happened with During Question Time today | asked the Minister about
the budget last year and what is happening with the budgete budget for capital works and education. | asked the
this year. Minister, who put out a press release last week claiming a

I refer to Treasury’s budget cut to the education portfolio$14.7 million boost in the capital works budget for education,

this year of $39.3 million—that is the total Governmenthow he got that figure. It is clear from the budget papers this
savings task, as indicated in this table. However, membengear that the capital works budget for 1999-2000 is
will see that the total budget task for this coming financial$79.4 million. However, it has been repeatedly claimed that
year is $62.8 million, a difference of $23 million. The the capital works budget for last year was $110 million. The
Minister has said that he will meet that difference by callingMinister claims that he has increased the capital works
on cash reserves out of his department. My question to thieudget. If that is so, why have the Treasurer and the Minister
Minister is (and, with respect to these three years, we havend his department repeatedly told Parliament that last year’s
a list of all the areas that were last year identified to be cut)gapital works budget was $110 million? We were told in
if he is to meet $23 million of savings out of cash reservesEstimates last year that, of that $110 million, $84 million
which programs will he continue to cut and which will no would be spent on schools, child-care centres and the like and
longer be cut? Will he no longer cut the funding to TAFE?that the rest would go towards TAFE capital works.
Last year, there was a $3.2 million cut to TAFE institutes;  The Minister reiterated those figures on 30 June last year,
this year, it will be $7.9 million; and next year it will be when he told me, in answer to a question on the budget for
$9.5 million. They are the figures that were confirmed inschools, that the budget for schools had been cut from
Estimates last year. $106 million the previous year to $84 million in 1998-99.

If the Minister is using his cash reserves to find During Question Time today, when | asked the Minister about
$23 million, does he still intend to cut TAFE to that samethat budget figure and the accuracy of the information that
vicious extent? Does he still intend to cut funding to schooldas been given to this Parliament over 12 months, the
by freezing school grants starting last year? The amount d¥linister said that he would have to check the figures, even
money to be absorbed in that exercise is $6.4 million lasthough he put out a budget press release last year asserting
year, $13 million this year and $19.5 million in the following a $14.7 million increase in that budget spend.
year. That freezing of school grants, of course, will lead The Minister must explain, and | will be looking very
directly to an increase in public school fees. A range of othecarefully at his explanation, because he cannot have it both
cuts are listed and the Minister must explain, now that he haways. He cannot have told Parliament that the budget last
stated publicly that he will be meeting $23 million of that year was $110 million, that the budget this year is
budget task from cash reserves, which programs that he h&¥9 million, and claim that he is increasing the budget.
previously identified to be cut will no longer be cut. He hasSomewhere this Parliament has been misled, and it is up to
been very silent on that, and | wonder why. the Minister to correct any incorrect or misleading informa-

I have been talking about the recurrent budget under thedi®n that has been given to the House.
budget papers. Now | would like to turn to the very important  Another quite obvious point that | would like to raise with
matter of spending on capital works under this budget. It isespect to the education budget is that, while we are going
clear from the budget papers generally that capital spendintiprough this period of savage cuts to education in this State,
generally across all the portfolios will be down this year onthe Minister has been busily collecting a cash reserve within
last year. What is also clear is the tremendous under-speriks department. Grants to schools are being frozen, the TAFE
in the capital works budget in this current financial year, asystem is suffering significant massive cuts, school bus routes
has been the case in previous financial years since thae being cut back and a week has been cut from the school
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year to save money. While all that has been taking place, theverything that | have done, | have done through bloody hard
cash reserves from July 1998 have increased fromwork and notthrough the snide, nasty and vindictive attitude
$86 million to $142 million in June 1999, and they arethat comes from this Opposition. The speech we heard from
forecast to increase again to $144 million by June 2000. Sdhe Leader of the Opposition today was full of hatred,
while schools and education have been cut back, the caslishonesty, lies, misrepresentation and complete inaccuracy.
reserves have increased by $58 million. This year, education Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Sir. The
is getting $39 million less from Treasury but the cashmember for Stuartjust said, in case you did not hear, that the
reserves that have been built up over that time amount tbeader of the Opposition’s speech on this very debate was
$58 million. One has to ask how this Minister can justify thefull of lies. | think that is unparliamentary when applied to an
severe cuts to education while his department has bedndividual and | ask you to instruct the honourable member
building up this significant cash reserve—perhaps for a futureo withdraw.
election spend in an election year. Meanwhile, students and The SPEAKER: If the honourable member did say that
school resources are suffering. We are told that 30 schoolse should withdraw in accordance with parliamentary
have to close, and 100 teachers received redundancy packagesgiition.
last year. _ _ ) The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Mr Speaker, my comments were

In relation to the issue of teachers, this week we heard thgade completely in line with the comments made by the
Minister say that, last year, there was a net increase into thesader of the Opposition and ruled on by your Deputy. |
public school system from the private school system of 50Qaised a point of order, Mr Speaker; the Leader did not
students. The Minister got rid of 100 teachers last year. Hgjithdraw so | do not intend to withdraw.
will have an increase of 500 students this year. On Monday, The SPEAKER: There is a difference between whether
during his initial media comments on this issue, the Ministery honourable member implies that the Government lied or
said that he would be going back to Treasury to ask for morgy, individual lied. I think that, in this particular case, if the
money. Four days after the budget, the Treasurer's represefignoyrable member starts to allude to an individual's lying
tative in this House said that he would be going back tGpen itis not within the tenor of debates in the Parliament and
Treasury to get more money because he had more studems should desist. If it is the Government that is lying that is

and he would need more teachers—after getting rid of 10§ ifferent matter, and | ask the honourable member to take
teachers last year. But the Minister had to put out a clarifyinghat into account in the framing of his words.

statement. No doubt the Treasurer telephoned him and said, .o
‘Fix thi ' The Minister | d a clarifving stat tand Mr ATKINSON: Sir—
ix this up.” The Minister issued a clarifying statement an The SPEAKER: No, the member for Stuart has the call.

I have a record of a very poor interview with the Minister in ) . .
which he had to try to explain away how he made tha tu'\g:t?(-)n\fvli’t\lh%?al:/l\} But, Sir, you required the member for

blunder in the first place. The Minister had to explain awa )
the fact that, even though he would have those students, he 1he SPEAKER: 1 did and the honourable member—
would not need more teachers. Obviously class sizes willbe Mr ATKINSON: And he has not withdrawn, Sir.
impacted. The SPEAKER: The honourable member will resume his
The main message from this budget is severe cuts teeat.
education and massive amounts of cash reserves Mr ATKINSON: The member for Stuart is defying your
($144 million by next year) while, at the same time, schoolauthority, Sir.
children are having to do with less. That is the plan of this The SPEAKER: No, he has not defied my authority. |
Government for South Australians. That is the plan of thishave asked the honourable member to consider carefully the
Government, which is raising taxes to the hilt to cover for itswords | said. The member for Stuart.
poor economic management; to cover its blow-outs and Members interjecting:
matters such as its unfunded superannuation position; to The SPEAKER: If the honourable member was referring
cover consultants’ costs and a Government radio network thgg the individual, | think the honourable member should
has blown out by $100 million; and to cover poorly targetedconsider withdrawing; if he was referring to the Government
money to industry as a result of poor economic management general lying, that is a different question.
The Government is using a veil by saying, ‘If we could sell  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | do not need the advice of the
ETSA all would be rosy,’ but what the Government iS ma|contents sitting opposite. | do not need their advice.
covering up is a poor budget, poor economic management The SPEAKER: Order! | am sure that members opposite
and a blow-out in spending while at the same time th&, ot intend to get involved in this. The matter is between
important areas of education and health are being cut to thge member for Stuart and the Chair. The Chair believes that,
hilt. The South Australian public deserves better than thi ine honourable member was referring to an individual, he
Liberal Government. should withdraw. '

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: All | say is this: | draw your

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to attention— _
participate in this debate. | have had the privilege of sitting "€ SPEAKER: No, | am sorry. The Chair—
in this House for many years and | have listened to a number Members interjecting:
of debates and heard a number of Treasurers bring budgets The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am getting advice—

to the Parliament. The SPEAKER: | am sorry; the Chair has requested that,
Mr Atkinson: And ‘sit’ is an appropriate verb; it sums up if the honourable member was referring to an individual,
the whole— under the circumstances the honourable member should

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Does the honourable member withdraw.
have an ounce of decency? Some of us did not have the same The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am very happy to rephrase my
educational opportunities that he might have had. Howeveremarks, Mr Speaker.
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The SPEAKER: No, | am sorry; the honourable member wisely. Members opposite snipe and sneer at every project
should withdraw his remarks if he was referring to anthat has been put forward, regardless of whether it is in the
individual, and | would ask him to do so. west of South Australia or having some decent exploration

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | do not believe | was but, Sir, in Yumbarra. What do we have? | understand they have Vera
if it is your direction | am happy to withdraw and say that | Hughes from the Wilderness Society helping them. How do
believe the Opposition was not telling the truth and wasyou ever expect to attract any industry to South Australia

telling lies—very happy. when you have people like that advising you? | just wonder.
Members interjecting: There is no mining there. All members opposite want to do
The SPEAKER: Order! is be negative and nasty about every project that is put

Mr FOLEY: Irise on a point of order, Sir. Thatis clearly forward. | ask the Opposition: where are your alternative
a reflection on your ruling. The honourable member muspolicies, plans and suggestions? Anyone can say ‘No.” Where
withdraw; if not, he should be named. are your alternative plans? The member for Elder has been

The SPEAKER: The honourable member, in my opinion, loud and boisterous in this Chamber in his short time here,
has withdrawn the inference to the Leader of the Oppositiorbut we have not yet heard from him any alternative sugges-
He is now referring in general terms. The Chair is preparedions on how we would improve the economy of South
to accept that and call on the member for Stuart to continu@ustralia.

the debate. Ms Breuer: It would be an improvement if we could get
Mr Atkinson: On the basis that he withdraw. rid of you!
The SPEAKER: On the basis that he withdrew his  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, you've been trying for a
reference to the Leader of the Opposition. long time, girlie, and that's something you can never achieve.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Members opposite like tohand s Breuer interjecting:

it out but, when a bit is handed back, they cannot take it. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles is not
Mr Atkinson: After your four years in the Chair, mate, contributing to the debate whatsoever.

I tol(\)/llfaglt?(:rs interjecting: The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member has on
: her staff Mr Negative No. 1. She has Eddie Hughes. What has
The SPEAKER: Order! | know that some members have he ever done gxé\(/apt knock people? e Hug

d " | would ask for your ruling, Sir, on whether it is parliamen-

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: In my time in this Chamber, 1 do 15 1011age for the member for Stuart to refer to the
not think | have ever heard a more vicious and vindictive : (il
member for Giles as ‘girlie’.
approach and response to a budget. | thought that the The SPEAKER: It is not appropriate, if that is the case
Opposition’s role was to put forward constructive alternatives d 1 do not think it adds to the tenor of the House. My mind

and suggestions on how it would manage the economy. | s : : ;
in this gCghamber for about 45 minutesg,g unfortunately,y andVas distracted at that particular time. | ask members to try to

conduct the debate in accordance with Standing Orders.

listened to the Leader’s speech. | was looking forward t fore | resume. | ask also that the member for Stuart be
hearing some alternative suggestions on how the LeaderCEIe L !
eard in silence and that the debate settle down.

the Opposition would run South Australia if we were .

unfortupnpate enough that he had that opportunity, but we heard 1he Hon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. It is

nothing. entirely up to members opposite; if they want to interject, |
Not one suggestion was put forward on any alternativé™ happy to respond. )

process. Not one alternative was given as to how the Opposi- An honourable member: Withdraw! _

tion would raise revenue, how it would expend it or how it ~The Hon. G.M. GUNN: I'm not going to withdraw

would attract industry. We all know there is one way to@nything. I've got nothing to withdraw. The honourable

improve the welfare of the people of South Australia, and thafnember started off by interjecting. The honourable member

is to create a bigger cake so that we can spread it further. Th@@s trying to coach you; you really should have started a long

is the only way, but what have we had from this Labor Party#me ago.

| came into Parliament in 1970. The Labor Party promisedto Ms BREUER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. |

build a dam at Chowilla. What happened? Nothing. would ask that the member withdraw the remark ‘girlie’. | am
Mr Foley: | was still in primary school. somewhat flattered that he would still see me as a girlie, but
Members interjecting: | consider it a total aspersion on my sex. | would prefer to be

The SPEAKER: Order! | am quite happy to go back to referred to by my correct title rather than ‘girlie’, boyo!
my check list in Question Time and continue it on. | ask The SPEAKER: Order! | did not hear the remark. It is
members to come to order and allow the member for Stuartot what | would actually put into the classification of an
to make a contribution. unparliamentary remark. | would put it more into the category
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The next great debate we had of an inappropriate remark. If the honourable member has
was about whether we should allow for the construction ofaken offence and has asked for it to be withdrawn, perhaps
one of the largest mining ventures that this country has evéhe honourable member may consider it. Other than that, | ask
seen. Members of the Labor Party opposed that procesbat the debate proceed.
which has brought great benefits to the people of South The Hon. G.M. GUNN: If the honourable member is so
Australia. All they appear to want to do is say ‘No’ to every thin-skinned, | am quite happy to withdraw. If the honourable
suggestion that is put to the Parliament on any major issuenember wants to have a fight: Frank Blevins said to me,
It is rather unfortunate. ‘There’s a few things you want to ask her.” | might do it one
Mr Atkinson: But we say it so nicely. day—aquite a few interesting things about how she treated her
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | don't know whether you say staff, and all those sorts of things. | could go into all that, if
it so nicely; you don't say it very constructively or very you want me to.
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Mr FOLEY: |Irise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. The  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: In addressing the Appropriation
member for Stuart has imputed improper motives on thaill, all | want to do is cast accurate aspersions upon the
member for Giles—indeed, improper conduct. | suspect thaBovernment. It has no idea of how to solve the problems
the member for Stuart has strayed into a very dangerous ardacing the people of South Australia. It appears to me to be
and | ask that you, Sir, guide the member for Stuart on whabpposed to every mining development in South Australia. It
should be appropriate. panders to every minority group that puts on a turn around the

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his State. It sides with them. The shadow Minister for the
seat. | do not uphold the point of order. The member wouldenvironment seems to be an agent for the Conservation
have to go into far more detail than that to incur the Chair'sCouncil, which is the most negative group of people you
displeasure. | ask members to settle down and remember whabuld ever come across. Unfortunately, the people of South
this debate is about. Members should let the member fohustralia are not getting good value from the Opposition,
Stuart make a contribution and let it be heard in silence. because it does not appear to have any constructive alterna-

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | am tive on how to manage the affairs of South Australia. No-one
personally concerned about the welfare of the people of Soutikes increasing taxes or charges. However, at the end of the
Australia. | want to see the people given an opportunity to galay, we have members in this House demanding more and
forward and develop the State, and make it a productive plagaore daily. Perhaps Ministers ought to do a—
for young people to grow up and have the opportunity of  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
building a successful life. The only way that will take place  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | have been as successful in this
is if the Government acts in @ manner that will createyorid as you have been. If the honourable member had to go
opportunities. The very reason that we unfortunately havgyt in the real world and stand on his own feet, | would like
extra revenue measures before this Chamber is that— o see how he would battle. The honourable member could

Mr Foley: You can’t balance your budget. not look after an electorate like many of us have because he
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: For someone to interject who has no means of getting himself around it.

was one of the financial advisers to a Government— An honourable member interjecting:
Mr Foley interjecting: ; "
The SPEAKER: Order! | war the member for Hart, . hE B Baf 2 e B o o
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: —that absolutely destroyed— ' e :
Mr Foley interjecting: demand of the Opposition—the alternative Government—

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for S°M€ a;:ternatlve policies and suggestions, becausion a daily
the second time. basis they want more money spent. Ministers ought to start

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: —business confidence in South drawing up a list of all the demands for extra expenditure.

Australia, | am absolutely amazed that he would make sucfaCh ministry ought to have a chart. Every time the Opposi-
acomment. Some of us—including you, Mr Speaker—sat iff o1 35KS LOF more moneyr:o be_spe_ntr,]we calr(l doatally tosee
this Chamber year after year when the economy of SOUtn%venmdl:tcuremaarlu?lferen:m) dggrzlg?( Iltt w%suﬁjsbgirzc::\tlgrggtti;ag
Austrahawas run.doy\{r!. The member for Taylor talked abouf ercise to engage in, because the amount would be substan-
superannuation liabilities. Premier Dunstan set up the ne |
superannuation scheme in South Australia and | well reca al S
it. It was not long after that that the Public Actuary got AN honourable member interjecting:
sacked, | understand. However, no provision was made in the The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Let the honourable member go
budget to fund it. Members opposite were loud of theirPack, play with the power station and see how she gets on;
criticism of Joh Bjelke-Petersen, but at least he provided fofhat is what she wants to do. | am happy to support the
their superannuation on an annual basis. If the honourabf@easure and look forward to the budget Estimates Commit-
member wants to talk about superannuation, she ought to tak@es-
a quick look in history and see who created the problem and ) ) ) )
who was responsible for not making any provisions. Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The first thing to which | wish
will receive funds to build tourist roads in the Flinders dreetthe prospect of having filtered water for the majority of
Ranges which will create opportunities, that the water schemgeople in the towns of the lower Murray in this coming year,
in Hawker will get upgraded, after years of people complain@s provided for in the budget and foreshadowed many years
ing about the poor quality of water, saying that it is below@d0- That is a credit to the Premier from the time when he
world health standards. Now something will be done aboufvas the Minister responsible for such matters. It will not be
it, and it is high time it was. | commend the Government forlong before all of us will be able to wash our white shirts in
it. All | want to say is that | am appalled that we have here forMurray Bridge in the full knowledge that, after we have
over a week and we have not heard from the Opposition on&ashed them, they will still be white.
constructive alternative of how to remedy the difficult ~Mr Hanna: It will come up like that one.
financial situation South Australia that faces. The difficulty Mr LEWIS: Indeed. And | do not do my laundry in
we have is not of this Government’s making. We were not théMurray Bridge for that simple reason: the water moves so
ones who sat idly by and let the Leader of the Opposition'gjuickly through the storages supplied to the town after it
mate Marcus Clark run the State Bank down. Who wagomes from the river that it is literally filthy. On some
responsible for Marineland and SGIC? So we could go onoccasions, after taking my shower in the morning, when | get
Who was it? out of the shower and look at myself in the mirror, | mistak-
Members interjecting: enly believe that I have a suntan. That is how filthy the water
The SPEAKER: Order! | remind honourable members is. The suspended material makes it impossible even to feel
that the warnings given in Question Time are as applicablelean. My wife and | bought a whole new suite of towels that
now as they were then. were a nice light brown colour just so that we did not feel so
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badly about having dried ourselves following our morning  The practice of putting the water into evaporation ponds
shower. is not sustainable in perpetuity. It has to be used in a way that
I know that is the way that other people in the town feel,makes it possible to derive some income from it. | know the
although many of them have got used to it now. Even th@rmy has a good contract, but the problem is that what is
grass in the lawn, whether on the high school oval, théeing done with the water is not sustainable. Simply pumping
football ground, the cricket pitch or the back yard, is brownmore and more water with its dissolved salts into that
after you irrigate. Most people would like to see their lawndepression will result eventually, through evaporation, in the
looking green. However, unless it rains, you do not get tcgalinity level becoming so high that it will be worse than the
appreciate the real colour of the grass in your lawn in MurrayPead Sea. It is not sustainable.
Bridge if you water it; and if you do not water it, it will die. The next matter to which | wish to draw attention is a
That is not so much the fault of the Government but the faulgerious problem that has plagued me almost all the time |
of some silly fool who put European carp in the Murray- have been here—and it has become worse over time—and
Darling river system. It has done amazing damage, and th&ftat is the problem of youth suicide, particularly amongst
draws me to the next problem | see arising from the appropriyoung men. Their role models have been debased in value.
ations, which has not perhaps been addressed in the way\dhen it comes to the income derived by people engaged in
which 1 would like it to have been addressed, because #raditional rural pursuits as farmers, dairy farmers, pig
crosses portfolio areas of responsibility. producers or poultry meat producers, their fathers before
We do not have a strategy to seriously deplete througphemlwe.re effective and successful and mao_le an enormous
exploitation the population of carp in our river: we just havecontribution to the balance of payments of this country, and
this wishy-washy commercial fishing licence arrangemengtill do. The grain is still harvested every year, the wool is

the damn fish being removed from the river— taken, slaughtered and sold, and the balance of payments

Mr Hanna: Get Dorothy Kotz onto them. contribution coming in is still enjoyed by the rest of us, but
M LEWIS: | tougl that was what s debate wasihe SELL Pofl, he marin hal i f o0 sma) it e
about—to reduce the numbers to the point where they woul y 9ag P

do less damage than they do now. They have been mo epressingly low. It is below the poverty line and less than

SO S . . ﬁey would earn on the dole.
devastating in their impact on other native species, no When vouna men first attemot to establish themselves
because they eat them—they eat their eggs—but, more young P '

particularly, because the poor devils cannot breathe in tfé%ar after year they are told it will get better, it will come

water that have to wash in, as the carp are so persisent a2 P ' SN 8 A CREe S BTE
effective, from their point of view, in stirring up fine solids !

and ensuring that they remain suspended, even enabling hu%ﬁ;(?ggt;ﬁg tﬁggﬁ\gggr%né ?r?nns(,etfrlits;gixt/:;(t:ﬁ:eei'nigdmtg?r?;)tSt
volumes of colloidal material that once animated in river : ; . .
water to remain there. the family would otherwise have had, leaving them with a

. _ disposable income level so low that the young men, when
Colloids do not settle out, by definition, unless they hawv P young

b lised and f lated. Th : ded &hey first seek the hand of a young woman in a permanent
een neutralised and flocculated. They remain suspende rriage relationship, find themselves rejected and cannot
make it impossible for the sunlight to penetrate the water tq.

. . . ; - pe with that rejection.
the aquatic plants upon which the native species depend in the e, 46 not understand what is wrong with them: they do
food chain. Worse, by stirring up the mud they make it

not understand why they should be so treated after making

impossible for the native fish to live, because the mud simply, -, 3 reaistic and reasonable contribution. They work hard,
clogs their gills and they die of suffocation in great numbersy, they see themselves as having nothing to offer the

Mr Hanna interjecting: community in which they live and nothing to offer any person

Mr LEWIS: The purple spotted gudgeon is the bestwith whom they would want to share their life, and no
example. It has been wiped out in the river system simplyrospect then of their becoming fathers themselves and
because carp is there. There were other factors affectingrisising families. So they take their life and they do it in
and depressing its population until carp came along, but nowcreasing numbers. The level of suicide amongst young men
the purple spotted gudgeon has gone. It has been put backifrural Australia is the highest now that it has ever been in
the reserve of water, the pond, in the natural depression in thghy developed nation any time in human history, and to my
army firing range to which the effluent water from Murray mind that is an enormous tragedy that must be addressed.
Bridge sewage treatment is pumped, but that will not last That brings me to my next topic, regional development,
forever. And that brings me to the next point. and | commend the member for Flinders for the enormous

We have not yet done sufficient to ensure that we makeffort that she made in conjunction with other people during
best use of that water, and we could have. It is not likely tahe last 12 months in visiting rural centres around South
be an expense to the State’s taxpayers, but some seediAgstralia and travelling throughout the regions, listening to
funds need to be provided. | am pleased with the progress thathat people had to say about what ought to be done and
has been made with people responsible at the most seniputting all that information quite properly into a report which
levels of management in SA Water to allow, for instance has recently been made available by the Premier and through
private irrigators now to apply for and gain access to watethe aegis of the Deputy Premier’s office and that of the
pumped from the river on their behalf on a licence they owrMinister for Trade and Industry. That report made recommen-
through that pipeline. But what we need to do is make bettetlations about what needs to be done.
use of that waste water around the State. It ought not simply Whilst | see in the budget some recognition of the need to
to be put into ponds and treated as a problem so that it caaddress that problem, | cannot for the life of me stomach it
then evaporate, because those ponds will become increasingifnen | find Government agencies coming before the Public
saline as time goes by. Works Committee, which | have the honour and responsibili-
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ty to Chair, asking for money to spend on pet projects whicho those who could meet their private health insurance costs
are not viable and which will do nothing to enhance theor carry their own risk.

health of the people who will use the facilities erected at Mr Hanna: That is what socialism is all about.

public expense. A sedentary activity such as sitting and vy LEWIS: No, itis not. | do not see that | should have
watching a sport is not good for the health. It may be good fogg pay for anyone else’s health care: | did not expect anyone
the feelings of the moment, but it is certainly not good forg|se to pay for mine. Itis possible for us all to insure against
one’s health. One needs to be encouraged to exercise. | afht risk and we should be doing so and greater incentive
not saying that the sport of itself is not a grand endeavour anglght to be provided for us to do so. We will simply drown
something useful for those who are engaged in it, but fofy our own debt if we imagine that someone else can pay,
God's sake, for your sake, for my sake and for the sake of thgecause those of us sitting in this place are old enough to be
people | represent, it is not a good way to spend money, tgart of a generation of geriatrics who will live for so long that
put facilities there for people to sit in that they are notthe people younger than us, not well represented here in
otherwise prepared to pay for and that they are not otherwisgumber with the exception of the member for Peake and a
capable of supporting. couple of others who fit this category, will not be able to

We have other, higher priorities for that money in areasarry the burden of the high health cost of looking after the
like regional and rural South Australia which have been todwndreds of thousands of us living extended lives in geriatric
long neglected by Governments of all political persuasiongwilight.
even before | came here. It is not proper to marshal our Mr Hanna; We'll all have to share the cost.
priorities politically, as it were, to suit the outcomes of My LEWIS: | am not saying that we should all share it
elections when in consequence of doing so we do two thinggqually. | am saying that we should set aside some of our
first, destroy the capacity of the economy to generate thgicome in a properly managed insurance fund and we also
wealth through the balance of payments upon which weeed to take greater control of the level of demand for
depend to sustain the lifestyle to which we have been beconiayment made by doctors from both the public purse and our
accustomed; and, secondly, deny the very people whgwn pocket in meeting that cost. They do not have the
produce that wealth anything like a reasonable lifestylegommitment of service to the community that doctors had in
where they get no profit from it or so small a profit that theymy experience as a child, and | am disappointed by that.
would be better off if they were on the dole. Having commended the member for Flinders for the work

I turn now to another problem, and that is the necessity foshe did in regional development, | will move straight past that
us to quickly recognise the needs of the disabled rather thaow to deal with a matter of great import as far as | am
the needs of the wealthy middle class who may influence theoncerned. | am anxious to learn, and so far | have been
outcome at elections just because they want better circuisappointed because | cannot discover it, what is being done
venues and cheaper bread. Middle class people can well loaks deal with the year 2000 problem. Notwithstanding the
after themselves and we need to pay more attention to thgublicity that we have received about that, there has been no
problems emerging in the Department of Human Services angrovision of funds anywhere and no attempt has been made
to deal with those families who have the misadventure tao audit, check or verify that the stuff that is being sold as
have someone seriously disabled as a member of their familgroduct by those who are peddling it to fix the problem will
They need adequate respite because it is not fair to requiegctually work. Yet small, medium and large businesses across
them to continue year in, year out, decade after decade, the board are buying that product, whether it is hardware or
sacrifice their life for someone they love. Itis also importantsoftware, installing it and believing that it will solve their
to ensure that the people who suffer that disability can derivproblem and there has been no check as to whether or not it
a better quality of life. will perform. No attempt is being made to do that.

The Duke of Edinburgh got it right when he opened the It is easy to install these kinds of programs or hardware,
Strathmont Centre many years ago, but conventional wisdomherever they are bought, but we need to be sure that it will
in these contemporary times tells us that that kind of instituwork when we do so. It has to be able to work on all common
tional care is not appropriate, yet we seek to duplicate it. | aneperating systems including DOS, Windows, Windows 3.x,
sure that there are people who do need and will continue 185, 98, NT, Novell, OS2 and Unix. It needs to be able to
need institutional care of that kind and there are other peoplork in PCs, whether it is a 286, 386, 486, 586 or Pentium,
who wish, and are capable and willing, to undertake not onlypecause they all have some problem in prospect. It needs to
the training to provide it but also to make the commitment tdoe reliable and safe, and we need to have products that can
look after them. More attention needs to be given to that. be checked by independent auditors and proved by some
was the only member of the Liberal Party, as | recall, at dAustralian Standard that they will work. The tragedy is we
meeting held less than a month ago on a Sunday afternodrave made no attempt to do that and it is about time we did.
which was also attended by the member for Florey, the |am told in correspondence that has come across my desk
member for Elizabeth and many others, where we saw thghat year 2000 non-compliance is mistakenly considered to
personal tragedy and enormous burden and difficulty sufferede a problem of earlier than the 486 PC. Well, it is not. The
by those people. 486, 586 and some Pentiums can have the problem, and so

I move on from that to the domain of health and point outcan the programs that have been installed in them when they
that | do not see that the best interests of South Australia iRave been sold. In fact, virtually all 486s will fail unless fitted
particular or Australia in general are served by any policy thayith a rollover that is capable of dealing with the problem.
does anything other than force those who can afford to pagome 93 per cent of chips in the 586 produced before 1997
for their own health care to do so. | do not think it ought toWill fail.
be socialised. There must be more encouragement and The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
incentive from the Federal Government for people to rejoirhas expired.
private health funds and greater penalty needs to be applied Bill read a second time.
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The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- Today we had the hapless Minister for Education and
ment Enterprises): | move: Children’s Services, who is the Treasurer’s representative in
That the Bill be referred to Estimates Committees. this House, not even knowing budget forecasts for the capital

expenditure on education and programs dealing with his
portfolio. It is an absolute disgrace that the Minister who has

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- carriage of _tha_t Bill in the Lower House, the Treasurer’s_
ment Enterprises): | move: representative in the Lower House, does not even know his

own budget figures.

Mr Snelling: His own portfolio?

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: For his own portfolio. An
absolute disgrace! It just goes to show how important it is that
the Opposition in South Australia is as effective as it is,
because we are holding members of the Government to
account for their mistakes. We are catching them out. We are
detting the good people of South Australia know exactly when
Hﬂs Government is making mistakes. We are finding holes

its budget. We are not happy when we find holes in its

udget. We do not sit there with glee. We do not want the

Government to fail; we want the Government to succeed. |
want the Government to succeed.

FINANCIAL SECTOR (TRANSFER OF BUSINESS) I want the Government to lower unemployment and create

BILL jobs. | see the member for Flinders shaking her head in

disbelief. It is amazing how, when the member for Unley

Received from the Legislative Council with a messagecomes into this place and says, ‘You always think us
drawing the attention of the House of Assembly to clause 8Conservatives have the wrong motives, that we are trying to
printed in erased type, which clause, being a money clausBurt people,’ but as soon as a member of the Opposition gets
cannot originate in the Legislative Council but which isup and says, ‘We hope the Government succeeds, we see

Motion carried.

That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
extended beyond 10 p.m.

Motion carried.

FINANCIAL SECTOR REFORM (SOUTH
AUSTRALIA) BILL

Received from the Legislative Council with a messag
drawing the attention of the House of Assembly to clauses 2
and 38, printed in erased type, which clauses, being mon
clauses, cannot originate in the Legislative Council but whic
are deemed necessary to the Bill. Read a first time.

deemed necessary to the Bill. Read a first time. members of the Government shake their head. Well, shame
on Government members, because the Opposition does want
APPROPRIATION BILL the Government to succeed. We want them to do well. We do
not want to see them fail. We might disagree on items of
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- politics and ideology but, ultimately, every member in this
ment Enterprises): | move: place has the best interests of South Australia at heart. That
That the House note grievances. is why we all stand up to be counted in this place. That is why

we all put our names on the ballot paper. Itis not because of

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | was touched by the any personal or monetary gain, but because we want to do
member for Hammond’s speech about youth suicides in ousetter for our constituents. We want to improve their lot. We
regional areas. It is probably the greatest disaster afflictingn the Labor Party believe we can do it better than the
us in South Australia that so many of our young SouthGovernment, but we do not want to see the Government fail.
Australians are taking their own lives and that we are This budget fails miserably. It fails miserably for the
virtually powerless to stop this tragedy from occurring. Thewestern suburbs. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital is in urgent
loss of opportunity, the ever-growing increases upon youngeed of restoration. In fact, it is such a badly maintained
farmers and young adults living in regional South Australiahospital, there is no air-conditioning. The Queen Elizabeth
just goes to show how far both political Parties have failedHospital basically has an air-conditioning system that is run
these young people in regional areas and how we must aby fans. The QEH has purchased fans, put them on stools and
urgently to try to remedy this position. put one in every ward. That is how it manages its air-

| hope that the next Rann Labor Government will addresgonditioning system. It is an absolute disgrace. The only
that issue, because obviously this Government is not, evgsiace where they have any form of air-conditioning is in the
though there are some valiant efforts by Governmenbbstetrics ward, and even that needs to be upgraded.
backbench members, such as the member for Flinders and the The other part of the budget that fails the western suburbs
member for Hammond. They are trying to do their best foiis in relation to Adelaide Airport. The current Minister for
regional areas, but when they have their hands tied by @ransport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) failed to ensure that
Government committed to ideological economic rationalisedequate measures were taken when the runway extension at
goals to try to get this State moving, which obviously are nothe Adelaide Airport was carried out. When the Patawalonga
working, it is making their jobs a lot harder. Creek was filled in to facilitate the extension of the runway,

Today, the Leader of the Opposition annound¥aste the State Government and the Federal Government made no
Watchersand | want to get the name of that committee rightfacilities for the extra stormwater run off.
every time | announce it. The Opposition is planning to flush By filling in the Patawalonga Creek they have ensured
out this Government. Even though it has run consecutivéhat, if we get heavy rain in the western suburbs, homes in
election campaigns on economic and financial responsibility,ockleys, West Beach and Brooklyn Park will flood quite
this Government is one of the worst perpetrators of economidramatically. | have asked the Minister what she thinks she
mismanagement in this country. It has taken advantage of thean do about this and she has told me that remediation would
State Bank disaster, and to its credit has done it very well, butost about $10 million. She said, ‘If you sold ETSA, we
it has managed to hide and cover up its own failings andould do something about it but, if you do not agree to sell
mismanagement. ETSA, you cannot get this money.’ | expect that tomorrow
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the Government will be able to sell ETSA and | will be economic health, and the unemployment rate in South
knocking on the Government’s door asking for $10 million Australia has fallen to 8.3 per cent. The Australian Bureau of
for my constituents. Indeed, | am sure that many LabofStatistics trend figures are used as an indicator of the strength
backbenchers will be approaching the Government, becauséthe labour force. Recent figures show that unemployment
many times the Premier has said, ‘We would love to spenih the State has dropped for the ninth consecutive month,
money in your electorate, and we would love to upgradevhile the number of people in full-time employment has risen
hospitals, fix schools and spend more on police, health anfdr the eleventh month in a row. In fact, the latest ABS labour
education, but we can’t because you will not let us selforce survey results give the long-term employment figure as
ETSA’ 658 900 people in work in this State—the highest number
We will hold the Government to account and make surever.
that every promise made by every idiot Minister after the Bill  All this is good news: it is news that every person in South
to sell ETSA was introduced is kept. Ministers were askedhustralia should be familiar with, yet many have never heard
stupid questions about what they would do if they had thét. The Government has supported sustainable development
$2 million a day now paid in interest, and we will hold every both to create employment and to bring revenue to the State.
Minister to account and make sure that every single cent thelhe tuna industry is an example. Port Lincoln tuna fishermen
promised in those speeches is realised, because now tiwere the first in the world, as far as | know, to push for catch
Government has no-one to blame. It has no more bogey malirits on southern bluefin tuna. The late Bill Haldane, who
it has no more excuses; this is it. Unfortunately, afterwas a pioneer in the industry, worked for many years to get
tomorrow ETSA will be gone and the Government will haverecognition of the pointers that indicated a resource under
no-one else to blame. Government members will have tthreat. His work, and the work of others in the industry,
come in here and look us straight in the face and say, ‘Weventually led to the tripartite agreement between New
have sold ETSA and here is what we are going to do with th&ealand, Japan and Australia on catch quotas. This work was
money.’ | suspect that the Government will come back intdeing done years before environmentalists such as those who
the House and say, ‘It was the State Bank. We have solsupport Greenpeace jumped on the bandwagon. Of course,
ETSA and that is good but, if it wasn't for the State Bank, wethese three nations are not the only nations in the world that
could have done more. | can predict exactly what thisfish for southern bluefin tuna.
Government will do: it will do absolutely nothing because, Australia has honoured its obligations under these
over the six years it has been in power, it has done nothingagreements. Those who express concern about our environ-
It has seen unemployment rise and it has seen Southent and who are opposed to tuna farming would gain
Australians leave South Australia in droves. The Governmergupport by acknowledging the positive efforts of the tuna
has failed South Australians in education, health, policing anfishery in this State to conserve southern bluefin tuna. Tuna
crime. The Government has failed regional South Australiafarming is a progression of those efforts. The ultimate aim is
and the proof of that is the three Independents sitting on tht® get tuna to breed in captivity so that the preservation of the
cross-benches. They are certainly proof that this Governmengsource is assured. Much of the criticism of the industry in
has failed regional South Australia. We have heard Goverrrecent weeks has been erroneous and undeserved. One
ment members claiming—and | must admit that they haveeaction could be to ignore all criticism; however, it is to the
tried their best—that they represent rural South Australia, bundustry’s credit that decision makers have not gone down
the evidence that they do not represent rural South Australidais road. Instead, the industry itself is taking steps to
is the three Independents sitting on the cross-benches. Indesstercome identified problems. When people work together
they are the proof that rural South Australia is fed up with thén a cooperative and conciliatory manner, problems can be
conservative Government after four years. overcome. That is what is happening in the tuna industry.
Only one Labor member represents rural South Australia: Because of public disapproval earlier this year of tuna
the Hon. Frank Blevins, the former Deputy Premier, held thdarms sited near Rabbit Island, Eyre Regional Development
seat of Giles, and was followed by Lyn Breuer. We narrowlyBoard and Port Lincoln City Council moved to have a
lost the seat of Stuart but we ensured that three Liberal MPgriefing forum where participants could present their views.
lost in those crucial Government seats, and we will be doing he intention was to provide the board, the council and other
more in holding the Government accountable for everynterested parties with a better understanding and appreciation
promise it has made. The Government has made margfthe various issues. The organisers went out of their way to
promises and has broken them all, claiming it was all becaudeave representation from the Conservation Council of South
of ETSA. ETSA will be gone tomorrow—and | see membersAustralia, but to no avail. Assistance with costs, telephone
hanging their heads because they know what is coming.link-ups and teleconferencing were all refused. This is
refer to all the promises that the Premier made, promisingxtremely disappointing, considering the Conservation
everything to any corporation that would come to SouthCouncil’s active objections not only to tuna farming but to all
Australia. He promised everything ‘if only we could sell aguaculture.
ETSA. Well, tomorrow the excuses run out. We will be here  If we are to feed the population of the world in the future,
next time Parliament meets to hold the Government t@quaculture will be part of the solution. | cannot understand
account and to ensure that every promise made by evewhy the Conservation Council and others would not be
Minister that was conditional on the sale of ETSA is realisedencouraging the leading edge research that is being done at
| assure the House that one thing the Premier did not courtort Lincoln. I can only assume that they care not about
on was selling ETSA. Now that it will be sold, the Govern- finding solutions but about preventing others who do care. |
ment will be shot. am both pleased and sad that Port Lincoln has the only
operational fish cannery in Australia. | am sad because it
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): It is my pleasure to be part reflects the downturn of the industry in other States but | am
of a State Government that is progressive and positivepleased because it is one more indication of the entrepreneuri-
Employment is usually accepted as a key indicator ofl business spiritin my electorate.



Wednesday 2 June 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1585

The managers and directors of Port Lincoln Tuna Procesndustry, notably through the field staff of the Department for
sors have been developing alternative products and marke®simary Industries and the Agricultural Bureau. Farmers who
for many years. John West's range of Tuna Tempters that weave moved interstate say that one thing they miss is the field
find on supermarket shelves was researched and developgapport provided by the department.

in Port Lincoln. | pay tribute to the enterprise and initiative Roads and airpor‘ts are an important Component of Country
of Lindsay Guillot. Lindsay designed the tempters in his ownjife: it is not too sensational to say that they can mean the
kitchen in the factory at Port Lincoln. Port Lincoln Tuna gifference between life and death when accessing medical
Processors has recently been awarded the 1999 Port Lincodgention. Indeed, it was the death of a young mother through
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Award. the lack of a landing field for the flying doctor that mobilised
Congratulations also go to Tony’s Tuna International Ptythe Elliston community into building its own airport. One of
Ltd, which won an award in the seafood section of the 1998he early functions of Dean Brown and me was opening the
Premier's Food and Fabric Awards. Tony Santic has worlgjrport, which was built mainly by volunteers and which was
leading edge technology in his new factory, which is alsasypported by a $50 000 State Government grant to help with
located in Port Lincoln. Port Lincoln is the premier fishing lighting. When Don Starke, the former Chairman of the
portin Australia: we constantly receive a stream of surprisgyjstrict Council of Elliston, retired in December, he remem-
compliments from visitors who enjoy the variety andpered the event as an outstanding one in his long and
freshness of the local product. | believe it is very unusual fokccessful term. He would be delighted to know that the
one location to have such variety: tuna, prawns, crayfishecent budget has provided $1.5 million for the continuation
abalone, shark, mussels, oysters and a large variety of fin figl the sealing of the Lock to Elliston road. The longest
are to be found in the region. Therefore, itis no surprise thafinsealed regional arterial road in South Australia, and one
aquaculture is expanding not only in Port Lincoln but atthat many believed would never be sealed, will now reach its
appropriate points along the electorate’s coastline, which igajfway point. The second longest road in South Australia to
longer than that of Tasmania. ~ be unsealed, between Kimba and Cleve, has funding to be
~ The years of experimentation and research are paying offompleted all but the final seal. | have the highest praise for
in viable industries, in more money circulating in businesseshe Minister for Transport, Hon. Diana Laidlaw, for her
and in employment. In addition to tuna, oysters, abaloneyjillingness to provide funding to seal and upgrade rural

muscles, barramundi, yabbies, sea horses and snapper areffgds, which shows the commitment of the Liberal Govern-
principal aguaculture industries, with lateral thinkers puttingment to rural South Australia.

more on the drawing board all the time. Zippel Enterprises
at Smoky Bay was awarded the 1999 Aquaculture Produ
Supplier of the Year at the annual South Australian Fishin

Education has been lifted under the Liberal Government.
“Fhis is another positive story, of which the majority of South

and Seafood Industry Awards for its oysters. Hubert anq ustralians are unaware. More is spent on education now

y o . han in the last budget of the Labor Government. However,
Margaret Hurrell of Miniribbie Yabbie Farm were awa_rded the funds are spent differently. In this budget, $1.8 million

%as been allocated to capital works alone in my electorate,

1999 South .Australian Fishing and .Seafood Indu.StrXNith $500 000 allocated to the Cleve kindergarten for
awards—the first aquaculture operation in South Australia tQ

; i location, $350 000 for the Kimba Area School library and
be accredited to the SQF2000 quality code. Jethro Grocke ! - : :
Elliston is the 1998 Fishing Industry Pathway Student of theEsource centre, $650 000 for the administration area library

Year—the most outstanding secondary student at thSpment of the administration, library resource centre and

Australian Fisheries Academy. . . 4
Just as few in South Australia are aware of our ﬁshingcomputer suite atthe Port Lincoln Primary School.

industries, so also are few in South Australia aware that Buildings and equipment are as necessary as teacher
farmers on Eyre Peninsula lead the nation—and, indeed, tf#/mbers: both are needed for students to achieve the best
world—in certain areas. Awards are one way of measurin§©Ssible outcomes from schooling. Putting money into
success amongst peers, and it has been a pleasure to heafgintenance and upgrading has seen the introduction of
the successes that have come to Eyre Peninsula recently fr@MPUters into schools, along with the emphasis on informa-
farming expertise. Bryan Trigg and staff, of Trigg Rural ion technology and the Internet, so that students are prepared
Supplies of Cleve, were awarded the 1998 Combined RurdP" the world of today. The use of technology is overcoming
Traders National Member of the Year. Neville and Annthe tyranny of distance that has disadvantaged rural students
Starke of Cummins won the 1999 AgroEvo/Australian WheaPf the past. Karcultaby Area School student Danika Fromm,
Board National Wheat Cropping award. Matthew and Mignoﬁ"’ho studied by Open Access, achieved a 92 per cent tertiary
Dunn of Rudall won the APW category in the 1999 €ntrance score last year.
AgroEvo/Australian Wheat Board Golden Grower National The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's
Wheat Cropping award. Trevor and Kerri Cliff of Kimba time has expired.
were divisional winners in the 1999 AgroEvo/Australian
Wheat Board Golden Grower National Wheat Cropping Mr HANNA (Mitchell): In my speech in relation to the
award. Kingsley Macdonald of White Flat won the SACBH Appropriation Bill | took a fairly general view of economic
Young Rural Achiever of the Year award. Many of thesepolicy and the impact of the budget. | now want to turn to one
winners receive overseas tours to look at work similar to theiparticular area where the people of South Australia, particu-
own that is being done in other countries. larly the poorer ones, are being squeezed hard by this Liberal
The success of programs under Landcare is recognisé&slovernment. | will speak particularly about Housing Trust
across Australia. It is exciting to see bare areas of salt scal@nts—and | realise that this rent increase dates from before
covered with vegetation and to see trees and shrubs growirige budget. However, there is an ironic twist to it and | will
on land that had been too salty to support any plant growtlcome back to that. It relates very strongly to the budget that
I commend the support given by the Government to primarys being brought down by the Government now.

source centre at Kirton Point and $300 000 for the redevel-
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Before I talk about the subject of Housing Trust rents ancphies constantly pushed by the Liberal Government here and
the new rent scales, | would like to pay tribute to two of myin Canberra is that market wages should apply, whether it be
local Housing Trust activists, Ethel Sparre of Mitchell Park,for adults, juniors or whoever, so that if wages went down to
who has been involved for many years in trying to make th&2 an hour that would be quite satisfactory to the Liberal
life of Housing Trust tenants better, and Marlerne Littlewood,Government, members of the Liberal Party and their support-
who holds an official position which enables Housing Trusters. But, we would see a growing underclass of extremely
tenants to come to her and for her to get very quick angboor people, people frequently driven to crime, if those
satisfactory answers from the local Housing Trust office philosophies ever become fully implemented. We are here to
Marlerne is also able to advise tenants on policy changes.see that they do not.

However, | want to particularly address the increase in  aAs | say, the recent Housing Trust rent increases mean that
Housing Trust rents recently. I would like to compliment theipe poorest people in our community are copping an extra
Minister for Human Services, Hon. Dean Brown. After all, $100, or so, a year. They are missing out on the equivalent
the Minister for Human Services often comes into this placef another loaf of bread a week. It is interesting to note one
showing a more caring face than that of the Premier or thgnomaly that, once gross income rises above the baseline of
Treasurer, who must be primarily responsible for this budgets162, or so, per week the trust rent rises from 19.5 per cent
As | say, | would like to be able to compliment the Minister of income to 22.4 per cent of income. In other words,
for Human Services but, in relation to the Housing Trust renomeone earning $163 a week will pay nearly $5 a week
increases, | am not able to do so. . _more than someone earning $162 a week. So, a $1 a week

Members would be aware that Housing Trust rent iSncrease in income results in nearly a $5 increase in rent.
calculated as a percentage of gross family income. Housingeople who are in that situation of earning very low incomes
Trust rents in properties other than bedsits or cottage flats pgf around $162 are really being hit the worst by this Liberal

25 per cent of their gross family income in rent. So, that maysovernment. Now for the ironic twist that | said | would
relate to the one or two breadwinners—perhaps a marrieghme to.

couple or ae factocouple. It may also include the income
of a son or a daughter living with them. Tenants with income
of less than $250 used to pay a slightly lower percentage
their income towards rent, and this was in recognition of th
equity of the situation and the dire straits in which people fin
themselves if their household income is less than $250
week. By the same token, the trust rent scales recognise th
a single person will obviously be able to live a little more be
cheaply th?‘” a marrie_d couple. However, there was, effec“vef(')wards emergency services of, maybe, an extra $100 or so
ly, a subsidy or a discount on rent for those people whoa week
earned between $162 per week, or thereabouts, and $250 per ) .
week. The recent amendments to the Housing Trust rent |Nne Labor Party and those members who form a majority
scales have lowered the bar above which the full 25 per ceft the Upper House will not let this Government force
of income is taken: they have lowered that bar from $250 pef1ouSing Trust tenants to pay the emergency services levy.
week down to $216.55 per week. That would be totally unjust, but here is the twist: it turns out
Some of the members here will be totally unsympathetiéhat' through t_he Housing Trust rent increases, the Govern-
to the plight of people in these situations, who are IosinI£ent is grabbing that extra $100 from them, anyway. The
perhaps a couple of dollars a week, but | am talking abougOvernment does not need to hit them with the emergency
people for whom $100 a year is a very substantial sum. It iServices !evy: it h_as mcrea_sed their rents. _The rents increased
an amount which would probably cover all the birthday andea'lier this year, just at a time when pensions increased by a
Christmas presents for that family in that year. It is an amouruple of dollars a week as a so-called ‘cost of living
which would represent 20 takeaway meals in terms of piedhicrease.
pasties, and so on—something a bit special rather than the Literally dozens of Housing Trust residents have contacted
usual baked beans and cheese on toast. We are talking abowyt office because their pension increase has been not only
really a substantial difference to the way in which people willswallowed up but swamped by their Housing Trust rent
to have to save and the way in which they spend their meagigcreases. They have actually gone backwards and that is with
weekly allowance. a so-called ‘cost of living’ increase. It is manifestly unjust
Under the new rent scale, people with gross incomes aind it is just one example of how the policies of this Liberal
less than $162.85 per week still pay at a rate of 19.5 per cefdovernment are really hurting the poorest people in our
of income. For people with incomes above that, rents areommunity.
scaled from 22.4 per cent up to 25 per cent, and they pay that
25 per cent of their income as rent now when their income Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | welcome an
hits $216.55 per week. Of course, everyone with an incomepportunity to speak in support of this Appropriation Bill. |
above that level pays the 25 per cent of their income up tavill make some comment on the substance of the appropri-
market rent levels. One does not see many people with ation; | will also make some points about the way ahead and
gross income of less than $162.85 per week. If you do seine need to go forward. First, | believe the budget contains
them they are probably looking very thin and pale becausedonsiderable good news for the people of South Australia
really do not know how they survive on that amount ofand, in particular, the people in my constituency of Waite. |
money. am pleased to see that there is a real increase of 5.2 per cent
However, in fact, people do earn less than the disabilityn total outlays for 1999-2000, and that final consumption
and old-age pensions because our welfare benefits go thestpenditure before superannuation is up 1.1. per cent. | was
low. Just as an aside: one of the implications of the philosoalso pleased to see an injection of capital investment to

As a result of the emergency services levy that this
overnment has introduced many people in an average home,
erhaps a home of not particularly high value, will be paying

hree or four times what they were paying before in terms of
heir fire insurance levy, which was going towards emergency
rvices facilities and protection. Home owners, in the sorts
homes in which many Housing Trust residents live, will

paying an increase in the amount of money they put
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exceed $1 billion over the coming year which, in my view, refuses to recognise, preferring instead to muddy the waters
is vital to creating jobs and stimulating economic activity. by continually finding fault and continually blocking.

| was further pleased to see additional funding of |neducation, total expenditure per studentin Government
$97 million over four years to meet the demand for humarschools is $161 above the national average, representing, in
services primarily in health care. | have near my constituenciptal, an additional $30 million in expenditure per annum.
the Repatriation General Hospital, a vital community service&Employer satisfaction with the level of vocation, education
and one in which the Government has made a considerabigd training graduate work skills is the highest of any State
investment in the past two years. or Territory. In police, population surveys have indicated that

In regard to the issue of debt, | was particularly please@ommunity satisfaction with the South Australian Police
to see the issue of ETSA and the future possible sale or leaggrce is the equal highest of any State or Territory, and
of ETSA given a predominant place within the budget. Thecommunity perceptions of police, in terms of honesty,
bottqm line is that the State must reduce its debt. We cann@fofessionalism and fairness, is the highest of any State or
continue to spend money on interest payments to foreigierritory. In justice, the South Australian civil courts were
banks: we must start spending money on people and, in th@§nked either second or third out of any State or Territory
respect, | agree with many of the members opposite that theggyainst various measures of cases finalised within the targeted
is a need to do more. deadline. All this is good news; all this shows that the

But you cannot do more unless you have the money witliGovernment’s budget is on target and that we have been
which to do it. Excluding the effect of the power bill increase, kicking goals.
distributions from electricity utilities for the four year period 11 4re are a number of economic highlights. Growth has

2001-2002 have been revised downwards by $159 milliogmained solid, and in 1998-99 South Australia is likely to

since the 1998-99 budget. Everything that the Governmeny, trher forward, with a possible moderation towards the
had been predicting is coming home to roost. All the claim

deb b ite that th d I ear 2000. Household spending was the mainstay of South
made by members opposite that there was no need to sell the,qirajia's economic growth, with private business invest-

asset, that the dividends would be enshrined and that thgent gown a little. This is predominantly the result of the

dividends would be there for future years have been Show@ompletion of the Olympic Dam expansion, but that also
to be flawed. '

S . N . shows that there has been progress right across the State and,
The tariff increase contained in this budget will producejy” yaicylar, in the metropolitan area. Wage and salary
an additional $100 million of revenue per year, which will g5 -0 employment grew steadily by 1.25per cent
off-set the loss of the premium from sale built into thei, 1998 99, and unemployment has declined to 8.3 per cent,
1998-99 budget. It will help to fund maintenance, repair an

: 3 ! 2 ; . “"Mhe lowest level since 1990. All this contains a message, and
othe( capital expenditure in the electricity business, but it willy, . message is that this budget, as was the previous budget,
not fill the hole created by the loss of revenue over th

. . 95 good for South Australia and is producing dividends.
coming four years from the effects of the national electricity . .
| appeal to the members of the House, and in particular to

market upon ETSA. . ; .
Concessions received by almost 180 000 concessi embers opposite, to seriously consider the fundamental
gﬁasics of economics. It is not enough simply to throw

customers within the State will be increased by $70 to $140Q, logical | t th bl facing South Aust
The tariff increase will result in average increases of $92 pe'lCleo ogical monologue at the probiems lacing Sou ust-

household for concession customers, with $186 per year fc;plla. We have this thing called the non-accelerating inflation
non-concession households. We are still paying for th ate of unemployment or the natural rate of unemployment.
mistakes of former Labor Governments. In fact, arguably here is a balance between wages and ']obs. There is a
these increases should have been imposed many years Egy?c!ance to be struck between the generosity of our welfare
when this Government first came to office. If legislation is stem and our qu creation programs. There needs to be a
passed by the Parliament in respect of the sale or Ieasei? lance. There will always be some level of unemployment.

ETSA, the Government has also, | think quite appropriately, € q.uestlon IS: WhaF ISa rgasonable level?

indicated that the power bill increase will be dropped This Government is making the changes that are needed
immediately. It is a Rann-ETSA tax. to set the scene for future economic growth. In particular, |

There is $185.9 million worth of additional revenue applaud the initiative of the Minister for Government

measures. | have already mentioned that there is a godenterprises with the industrial relations legislation currently
argument that these increases should have been made kgfore the Parliament which seeks to move South Australia
earlier. Still, despite these increases, the per capita level @ut of the dark ages of industrial relations and into a new age
taxes in South Australia in 1999-2000 is projected to increas&here employees and employers will cooperate together in
to $1 761, an increase of $89 per capita, but an increag@utual benefit to both parties. It is also evident in the
which leaves South Australia as the third lowest of all State¥/aterfront reforms that have been achieved and in a range of

and Territories, being $89 per head less than the average @ther successes such as shopping hours. | also appeal to
$1 850 in Australian States. business to develop a spirit of entrepreneurship, to get off the

There is more good news in this budget which | applaudgolf course to ensure that workers are rewarded but to ensure

In particular, in the area of health, South Australia is nowthat South Australian business forges forward with gusto. It
ranked second of those States and Territories for whick claimed that the richer are getting richer. Many of the poor
comparable data is available. It is 7.5 per cent below th@'e also getting richer. There are still people who are
national average, indicating the efficient provision of thesesuffering, but there are many people who are better off today
public services. The level of service provided as measured gian they were some time ago. We need to see more of that.
the number of patient separations per 1 000 of population is )

the second highest of any State, with 11.9 per cent above the Mr De LAINE: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention
national average, representing an additionalo the state of the House.

34 655 admissions. This is the good news that the Opposition A quorum having been formed:
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Mr HILL (Kaurna): |refer to the budget as it relates to the estimates process | would like to follow up. That is on the
the environment portfolio. The figures that are stated in théinancial side.
various budget documents raise a number of important On the program side, which is in many ways the more
questions, which I hope the Minister is able to address in thinteresting side of the budget documents, it is worth noting
Estimates Committee. In the Budget at a Glance documenthat in the environment portfolio there is actually a very
the figures reveal a $14.5 million negative variation—whichstrong theme of economic development. | am not opposed to
means a cut, as | understand it—between the 1999-20Gfat: it is important that we link economic development and
budget figure of $121.5 million and the 1998-99 estimatednvironmental protection, but it seems to me that this budget
result of $136 million. So there is a $14.5 million cut given and this Minister for the Environment has really gone on the
those two figures. The question we have to ask is: how is thatther side. We have a Minister who is really an apologist for
explained? The outputs operating statement shows a redueeonomic development: she is not a Minister for the Environ-
tion from $179 million in 1998-99 to $170 million in ment. She does not seem to care terribly much about the
expenses in 1999-2000. So about $8 million has been cut oehvironment: she is really there to try to screw as many bucks
of expenses. What does this mean? Is this a cut, or is it justs she can out of the environment portfolio.
an accounting phenomenon? | refer to some of the Minister’s actions over recent times.

The figures also show a deficit of $21.49 million in the The much vaunted and much proclaimed parks agenda really
operating result for 1998-99. This seems to be mostly in thés an agenda to build tourism facilities in national parks. | am
area of national parks management services. Once again | as@t particularly opposed to this: it is important that we allow
why. The documents say it is attributable to depreciation. I¥isitors to come and look at our parks. But only last week |
that is the case, | would like to know why. It is a very was able to reveal that the Belair National Park is experienc-
significant figure. To depreciate your assets by $21 millioring a development activity at the moment that will mean that
is quite significant. What does this mean? Does it mean thdt2 hectares, | think, will be excised from the park and
the value of the parks has been reduced, that the value of tikenverted into private use for building and for tourism
capital which is associated with the parks has been reducddcilities and, in the process, native vegetation will be
or that the buildings on our national parks have been reducetestroyed. That seems to me something that the Minister for
in value? the Environment should not be pushing. That would be the

In addition, net expenses between 1998-99 and 1999-2000b of another Minister perhaps, but for the Minister for the
show a reduction from $127.55 million to $123.2 million. A Environment to come in here and say, ‘This is a good thing
whole range of figures indicate cutbacks or reductions in thér the park’ is really absurd. It really shows what her agenda
environment budget. Given the new system of accounting, is- It shows why the former Minister for the Environment
is very difficult for anybody looking at the figures to really (Hon. David Wotton) was removed from the portfolio—
understand the impacts. | give notice to the Minister thatbecause he was a man who actually cared about the environ-
during the Estimates Committee, | will be exploring thosement. He was popular in the environment—
issues. Mr Clarke: An absolute lion!

Mr HILL: The Minister for Government Enterprises is R0SS Smith says. He was appreciated by the conservation
saying that the Minister will not be able to answer thosgMovement; he understood the issues. Because of that, he was
questions. Did | get you correctly on that? removed. Ins}eagi, the Premier has putin his placg a Minister

The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: who will say ‘Yes' to any of the outrageous behaviour of the

Mr HILL: Exactly right! | made the point yesterday, pro-development lobby that exists in the Government. So, at

when | gave my address on this, that our whole system iISelaur National Park we see the excision of a number of

absurd where you have to make two speeches about t gctares for development purposes.

.- . In addition, native vegetation is being chopped down on
but_jrghet Eeforc;/lyﬁupg\jet .? cha.m\(;e todun(’jterr]stan(: Whatk's n 'ta regular basis. | have just been informed by people from
speeceh on. M.R. Armitage: You dont have 1o make a eqan valley that 18 trees have been cut down today. Mature

] , ] ; trees between Angaston and Tanunda were chopped down.
MrHILL:  No, that's true; you don’t have to, but your ng advice was given to the local community: the neighbours
constituents demand this of you. were not advised; they just found out when the trees were

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! being chopped down. In addition, 180 trees in the Eden

MrHILL: Sorry, Mr Deputy Speaker. Valley area are under threat because of vineyard develop-

Mr Conlon: Don't apologise; it's him. You've got the ments, and the Minister for the Environment of course says
call. You don't need to apologise. nothing about it. She wants to put in regulations that will

Mr HILL: 1 like to uphold the decorum of the place. In make it easier for people to chop down trees.
terms of investments—which used to be known as capital The third area in which the Minister has shown that she
works—there has been a big reduction in this budget for thes not interested in the environment is the issue of birds. Only
environment. In 1998-99 outcomes showed $16.36 millionlast week the Minister announced that four species of birds
and that has been reduced to $10.77 million budgeted for thisould now be able to be killed by farmers without any permit
current financial year. Just under $6 million has been cubr licensing. Some of these birds are only native to South
There are big variations on the estimated results of thdustralia. They are not in plague proportions. They are
budget. In particular, national parks funds are down frommportant for pollinating and for a lot of ecological reasons,
$7.2 million to $5.994 million; information technology has and the Minister is just allowing farmers to—
gone up from $2.7 million to $3.4 million; and other projects  Mr Clarke: What is the choice of weapons? Clubs or
have gone from $.9 million to $2.7 million. Minor works lead?
have also suffered a cut, from $2.1 million to $.74 million. ~ Mr HILL: The choice of weapons is probably left to the
There is a whole range of variations that, obviously, duringndividuals interested in doing this. But a range of species is
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now proclaimed in such a way that farmers can kill themcost reasons. | can understand the truck drivers. | do not want
without recourse to licensing. The fourth area to which Ito blame them unnecessarily: they run to tight schedules.
would like to refer in terms of the Minister’s lack of action— Many of them are independent contractors who are also
and the budget shows no positive light on this—is in the areaunning very fine margins in terms of what they can charge
of marine and estuarine strategy. Last year was the Year @ their freight. But the fact is that, particularly during the
the Ocean. Towards the end of the year, after much prompearly hours of the morning, by using these exhaust brakes
ing, the Minister finally brought down a document that talkedthey are unnecessarily disturbing the sleep and quiet of those
about these issues. It was a very weak, limp document.residents in the suburbs | just noted.
understand that the advisory committees that advised her on There is little point in setting up a sign that states, ‘Please
this were not very enthusiastic about it. She put it out at thelo not use exhaust brakes’ if it is ignored. We must now look
last moment and it has now completely disappeared. Thiat enforcement and we should bring in regulations to ban their
current budget shows no activity about implementing any ofise. In Sydney, for example, truck drivers are not allowed by
the strategies that would protect our marine and estuarinaw to use their exhaust brakes in built-up areas and, if they
environments. do and they are caught, a financial penalty applies. That same
So, we have an environment strategy that shows a numbprocedure should apply in South Australia with respect to
of cutbacks; we have a number of outcomes that really are tiuilt-up areas and | will make representations to the Minister
do with economic development and little to do with thefor Transport on this matter.
environment; and we have a Minister who seems totally out The problem becomes more acute when trucks on Grand
of touch with her portfolio and offside not only with the Junction Road travelling up the hill from Port Adelaide want
environmental movement but, | gather, with most of theto turn right to go along Hampstead Road and then Portrush
members on the other side of the House. It is no wonder thd&oad because the sequence for the right-turn arrow is far too
the Premier is considering removing her and bringing backhort. When there are a few trucks in that right turning lane,
the member for Bragg, who did such a sterling job in hisit is not uncommon for constituents of mine going about their
portfolios earlier on. normal business, such as going home from work, to have to
wait for seven sets of changes in the traffic lights before they
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | want to speak on two are able to turn right into Hampstead Road, and that is just
issues tonight. One relates to road transport and, in particulaiot good enough. | will be addressing those issues with the
to some of the concerns that the member for Adelaide woultinister for Transport to see whether we can get some
share with me with respect to the use of heavy transport alon@solution on them.
Churchill Road, Prospect. The member for Norwood also has | turn now to the goods and services tax and the agreement
concerns, as | have, about the amount of traffic usingntered into between the Democrats at a national level and the
Portrush Road along Hampstead Road. | am in the unfortiHoward Government. | do not intend to go through what |
nate position of having both Hampstead Road and Churchilllluded to yesterday in any great detail, that is, the inherent
Road, or part of it, in my electorate. unfairness of the GST and the stupidity of having a GST with
Mr Conlon interjecting: exemptions in certain areas which will only lead to confusion
Mr CLARKE: As the member for Elder says, he also hasand additional costs, particularly for small business. We
some grief with respect to South Road. The interesting poirgither have a GST or we do not have it at all. We in the Labor
about this is that the State Government is trying to have tw@arty quite rightly oppose a GST, for all the reasons that we
bob each way with respect to this issue—and well it mighthave set forth: it is unfair and it is regressive. Nonetheless,
I will lay London to a brick that, for as long as the Minister the Federal Liberal Government has decided that it wants
for Transport’s brother-in-law is the member for Adelaide,some sort of GST and it has compromised with the Demo-
the amount of effort the Government will make with respectcrats.
to forcing heavy transport along Robe Terrace and Churchill  This must be the first time that the Democrats have had to
Road via Torrens Road will be minimal, because of thetake responsibility for anything. For so long, the Democrats
impact it is likely to have on his electoral standing betweeras a minority Party both in this Parliament and in the Senate
now and the next State election. However, that does not helpave been able to blame Liberal or Labor Governments or
my constituents who live along Hampstead Road. Oppositions, depending on which Party occupied the
One of the issues that | am going to take up with theTreasury benches. The Democrats have climbed off the
Minister for Transport is to make mandatory in Southbarbed wire fence and now, instead of being holier than thou
Australia that truck drivers may not use exhaust brakes iand opposing everything, they have been caught out advocat-
built up metropolitan areas. Members may recall that wheing an unfair tax—the goods and services tax. Meg Lees,
they drive along Grand Junction Road, Hampstead Road @rcting as the junior Coalition partner with John Howard, is
Main North Road leading into the city, there are signs up fohaving to go to the media and to her own Party members and
truck drivers that read ‘Please do not use exhaust brakes advocate a goods and services tax with some changes that she
built up areas.’ Unfortunately, by and large the truck driverssays makes it fairer.
ignore them. | have had a number of deputations from | find it particularly delightful to see the Democrats having
constituents on both sides of Hampstead Road—and not jusd take responsibility and having to get up before the public
those residents living on Hampstead Road but those livingf Australia and say, ‘We are responsible for a goods and
down side streets just off that road, in Greenacres, Northfieldervices tax in Australia. We believe in a goods and services
Clearview and Enfield—who can hear trucks pulling uptax in Australia. We believe that it is a fair and just tax and
particularly at traffic lights using their exhaust brakes. that it meets all our social justice obligations. We do not
It considerably increases the noise level—quite unnecedbelieve that the Howard Government is doing enough in
sarily—because truck drivers prefer to use the exhaust brakgs.iblicly selling a goods and services tax, so we are going to
not because of any safety reason but predominantly becauaet as the junior Coalition partner and heavily sell to the
they do not want to wear out their conventional brakes foipublic this goods and services tax.’ We have never seen the
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Democrats adopt such a position in the past. Itis the first tim&lount Lofty precinct, and | hope that we will see some
in the 22 years of their existence that they have not had theesults in that particular area.
luxury of sitting back on the crossbenches criticising the Looking back over the last 12 months or so, | am pleased
major Parties and preaching what virgins they are in thigo be able to say that a number of significant issues that have
political world. They have got to get up and advocatebeen in the too hard basket for far too long have been
something that they know is a bitter pill for most Australiansaddressed. One was the issue of water quality throughout the
on fixed incomes or on relatively low to middle incomes. Hills. | am delighted that that issue has now been addressed.
This is a particularly important time. Itis a turning point, Water quality through the Hills is superb. | cannot say that
| believe, as far as the Democrats are concerned, with thiat is the case for all the Hills areas: | know that some areas
general public. The general public who voted for the Demohave not received attention but, | hope, they will be addressed
crats as a safety valve believed John Howard's promisi the not too distant future. Certainly the areas in my
before the last Federal election that there would be nelectorate have gained considerably as a result of the
compromise on a GST and believed the Democrats when théyprovements to water quality in that area.
said they would never vote for a GST on food, but they have The other major concern that we have all been aware of
been caught out. Howard was prepared to compromise, as i@ a very long time relates to the problems experienced with
knew he would if he was re-elected, and the Democrats hawghat was referred to as the Mount Barker Road—the section
been hoist with their own petard. | will be interested to seeof road between Crafers and Cross Road. | do not need to go
how Meg Lees and her entourage reconcile their social justidato any detail about the concerns experienced with that

objectives with the GST. section of road, given the number of semitrailers that
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Scalzi): Order! The overturned and the number of accidents that occurred. | do
honourable member’s time has expired. not have all those statistics in front of me, but they have

certainly been referred to on a number of occasions. It is very

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):1 will speak only  much appreciated that we are now seeing the results of a huge
briefly in this debate because | recognise that other membeggnount of Commonwealth funding going into that project. As
want to speak after me and a lot has already been said abdutave reported on a number of occasions in this place, the
the budget. | want to refer to a few matters in connection wittcontractors carrying out the work, MacMahon Contractors,
issues within my own electorate. | am pleased to see in thare doing so in a superb fashion and they deserve to be
capital investment statement that a number of long-terrcommended.
issues are to be addressed in the coming years. | am particu- There are other areas that have seen considerable improve-
larly pleased that the Heathfield waste water plant is to benent as a result of expenditure by this Government in recent
upgraded, with an environmental improvement program teimes, but | refer to some of the needs that are now recog-
be completed in 2002. This will include major modificationsnised, and | mention the issue of roads within the Hills. The
to the sewerage system to improve environmental perforntransporting of grapes from the McLaren Vale-Langhorne
ance, which is a much-needed development and one that h@seek area to the Barossa Valley has brought with it concerns
been on the books for a long time. So | am pleased thah many ways. | attended a public meeting only last week
funding is to be made available for those works. when considerable concern was expressed by residents who

The other program of interest is the upgrading of theive on River Road, Hahndorf. This road links the Mylor to
Heathfield Primary School, which is to commence inEchunga road with Hahndorf. It is certainly not a major
December this year with a completion date of August nextrterial road, but it is being suggested that more heavy
year. The project proposes to upgrade administration angehicles could travel along it. | have concerns about that; the
library facilities and to rationalise the school site, includingpeople who live on that road have significant concerns about
the construction of a new four-classroom unit and a reductioit; and | will be making more representation about the issue
in high building maintenance liabilities. Again, Heathfield at a later stage. There is urgent need for a further ramp to be
Primary School is one of the schools in my electorate thabuilt to cater for the township of Hahndorf and the surround-
requires upgrading and | am pleased that the budget indicat@sy area, and strong representation will be made in regard to
quite clearly that it is to take place. that matter in the near future.

Other matters are referred to in that document. | was Although it is not in my electorate, there is a desperate
pleased to see in the section dealing with the environmenheed for the Onkaparinga Valley Road to be completed. |
heritage and Aboriginal affairs portfolio that, as part of thehope that we can see that happen. Within my electorate, there
ongoing program of investment in parks across the Statés an urgent need for a significant upgrading of the Echunga
some $7 million is to be spent to upgrade facilities ando Hahndorf road.
walking trails within parks, with particular focus on key | wantto make mention of the need for a tourism informa-
tourism facilities. The parks to be upgraded include theion centre for the Hills. This is a matter | have raised with
Rocky River precinct, the Flinders Chase National Park anthe current Minister for Tourism and previous Ministers over
the Morialta precinct, and | am particularly pleased to see that long period of time. It is something that has been required,
that is now receiving high priority. The potential in that park and representation will continue to be made in the hope that
has been recognised. It is very close to the city, it has som&e may be able to achieve such a centre. The Adelaide Hills
spectacular scenery and it is one park that receives considetrea is very well known now for what it provides through
able visitation, so | am pleased to see that funding is to bexcellent wines and its crafts, arts and produce in so many
spent on that precinct. ways. It is important that the Hills be able to show that off.

| am also pleased to see that the Mount Lofty precinct iAgain, we will be making representation on that matter.
to receive some funding for redevelopment and that visitor Finally, | refer to a sports and performing arts centre at
information centres are being considered for various higlideathfield. The Minister for Education is well aware of the
visitation parks. As | mentioned earlier today, | have aneed for that facility, and | can indicate to him very clearly
particular interest in the redevelopment of certain areas of thihat | will be making strong representation for funding for
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that facility over the next 12 months, and | am pleased thaBtate, the legislation introduced by Minister Armitage
he is in the Chamber to be able to recognise that at the preseatttually defies these United Nations conventions.
time. The other point that needs to be made about youth wages
is that the Government is advocating lower wages, but many
Ms KEY (Hanson): Tonight in this debate | will discuss young people actually have the same costs as adults. | believe
the issue of junior rates of pay and the claims that junior rates is an outdated assumption that young people face lower
of pay will mean more employment for young people. Youthliving costs than adults. Young people living at home often
wages, as members would know, are rates of pay for youngontribute to the household expenses and, in some cases,
people based on the age of the employee. The junior rate sapport a parent or parents who are unemployed. Not
paid as a percentage of the wage paid to an adult employesyeryone has the chance to grow up in a Brady Bunch type
with the rate rising as the age increases. of society. Many families out there are struggling and | know
For example, in the retail industry, typical junior wagesof many instances in my electorate where the breadwinner in
for 17 year olds are 60 per cent of the adult rate and, fothe family is one of the children. This makes it difficult for
18 year olds, 70 per cent. When the age of 21 is reachegany young people to leave home, especially with the social
most awards pay full adult rates. Some 56 per cent of young/age being screwed down in the way it is and because of the
people under the age of 21 years employed in Australia idge discrimination that is attached to when someone is
May 1996 were employed on junior wage rates. Approxi-supposed to be independent.
mately 13 per cent were employed as trainees or apprentices, When | was a young person | left home at the age of 15
and about 31 per cent were employed on adult wage rates. 88d | can tell the House that we had the same costs as adults
the question | would ask is: if youth wages, which Ministerand certainly the young people of today still have to pay for
Armitage tells us have a predominance in South Australiatent, food, clothing and other essential items. In some
awards, is the panacea for youth unemployment, why has thiastances they rear children, either with another young partner
youth unemployment rate gone up instead of down? It woul@r in some cases as a lone parent and try somehow to live
seem to me that the proposition being put forward by both thabove the poverty line. In advocating youth wages it suggests
Federal Government and now the State Government i&atyoung people, whatever work they do, whether it is adult
flawed. work where they hold their own in the workplace, should live

The Labor Party believes that people should receive equ&€low the poverty line. ) .
pay for equal work. We believe that workers should have the As | said, a percentage of the adult rate is paid under
right to a wage that they can live on. Australia has endorsel#nior rates and so far we have not seen any evidence that
various United Nations conventions which seek to ensurnior rates, which have been around for a long time, have
basic human rights and standards. Although this is quite oftefpade any difference to employment rates, particularly in
scoffed at in this House, | believe that United NationsSouth Australia. In his address to the House on the Work-
conventions are a very important way for Australia, andPlace Relations Bill the Minister made reference to a survey
South Australia where appropriate, to demonstrate oupy the Australian Retail Association and the claim that
commitment to carefully thought out conventions, rules and00 000 youth jobs are in jeopardy if youth wages are not
basic principles. |ntrodu9ed. First, that was the only evidence that the Hon.

This debate is particularly relevant to the United Nationd¥I Armitage put before us in support of youth wages and the
Covenant on Economic, Social and Political Rights, and théraconian changes that he wants to make to the Act. Second-
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. In'Y: itiS @ 1994 survey and we are also looking at an industry

fact, Article 7 of the United Nations Covenant on Economic, Where there are many categories, agreements and awards for
Social and Political Rights states: 15, 16, 17 and 18 year old workers on junior rates.

) . ) You would not have to be too far away from this industry
The State Parties to the present covenant recognise the right R;

everyone to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of workT know that oncea worker turns 18.they °f.te.” Iose their job.
which ensure in particular: he excuse given to them for losing their job is that the

(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimumemployer has to start paying adult wages. Of course, this
with: works hand-in-hand with the concept that has been brought
(1) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equalinto our new industrial relations legislation that fewer and
;’ﬁ;?e\yvvggﬁu\tlvcgsgpgt't%?k?r‘: a”g’bgﬂf[j aggﬁé’;’igwd t%’aetS‘dv”SSI 4 fewer people in South Australia, particularly casuals of less
include age also. 9 ' than one year’s service and workers in workplaces of fewer
. than 15 workers, have access to unfair dismissal conciliation
It continues: . _ 3 or arbitration provisions.

_(2) Adecent living for themselves and their families. — The retajl industry is the largest employer of teenagers,
intended to protect the rights and maintain standards fofeenage work force working in this area. Typically, a 17 year
young people up to age of 18 years. Article 27 of theo|d earns $6.82 an hour, which is 60 per cent of the aduit rate
convention states: for undertaking the same work. If an adult worker and a

Parties to the convention should recognise the right of every chilyoung worker are doing the same job, the young worker gets
to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, spiritual,60 per cent of the adult rate. As | said, the assumption is that
moral and social development. 220 000 jobs will be lost if junior rates were abolished, and
| know that a number of members in this Chamber may sayhis is despite the fact that the earnings of young people are
that is all very well if you live in a third world country, but falling in comparison with adult wages over the past two
I remind members that Australia has supported thesdecades. Youth unemployment has risen from 14.6 per cent
conventions. It has been said a number of times that both the June 1989 to 28 per cent now. So, decreasing wages has
workplace relations legislation that Minister Reith hasnot led to new jobs. In fact, it has done the reverse: we have
attempted to introduce in the Federal arena and, in our owfound there has been an increase in youth unemployment.
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The Government is committed to retaining junior ratesup the Le Fevre Peninsula in the north and takes in parts of
without examination of any alternatives. As membersDry Creek as far as Salisbury, was staffed by one patrol car
probably know, the Australian Industrial Relations Commis-for the Henley area, one patrol car for The Parks area and
sion is conducting an inquiry into alternatives to junior ratesnone for Port Adelaide. Earlier that day the Henley patrol had
based on the fact that there must be alternative systems tound a body and was tied up in dealing with that for the
junior rates that would not immediately result in youngreminder of its shift, and The Parks patrol caught a house-
workers being paid the full adult rate but at least beingoreaker and was tied up with that for several hours. As a
recognised for the skills, experience and the contribution thegonsequence, until some three or more hours had elapsed and
make to the work force. So, attempts are being made to trtar Force personnel could be recalled from their training,
to come half way in this debate. As | said, it is of greatthere was no patrol available to answer calls in the entire Port
concern to me that the only justification that has been usefldelaide service area.
to introduce junior rates has been an old survey, and the On that same day, in the Sturt local service area—which

Minister for Youth has been very silent on this issue. is, in fact, the largest metropolitan service area, which should
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable getby with a minimum of six two person patrols—there was
member’s time has expired. on duty one two person patrol and two solo police patrols.

Those two solo patrols were, in fact, unable to take a meal

Mr CONLON (Elder): Before | was elected to this break during the shift because of the lack of personnel.
House, when | first sought election, one of the issues o8hould something have gone wrong in the Port Adelaide local
which | campaigned was the question of police numbers angervice area, the Sturt local service area would not have been
policing in South Australia. | campaigned on that for aable to lend a hand.
number of good reasons, not simply because it was politically | will draw to the attention of the House some other
opportune, but because | had the good fortune in my workingircumstances earlier in that same week, on 19 May. On the
life to work with some lawyers who were former police Yorke Peninsula, of the three police towns of Ardrossan, Port
prosecutors and before that police officers on the beat. | camgctoria and Maitland, Port Victoria is ordinarily a two
to have an intimate understanding of the full set of responsiperson station, Ardrossan a single person station and
bilities of police officers and simply how difficult their job Maitland a two person station. Because a prisoner was being
is. That was one of the reasons and one of the other reasorscorted to the city, another officer was off on sick leave and
when | was first running for office, was the obvious shortfallanother was attending an interview in the city, and because
in police to do the job they were doing. with our current staffing levels there is simply no pool of

| am sorry to say that since that time not only has thergolice to call upon—there is no relief pool of police at all in
been no improvement in that situation but the situation withSouth Australia—on 19 May there was one person at Port
police in South Australia, their numbers and their ability toVictoria who was acting as the police staff for those three
do the difficult job they have, has eroded further. | was verystations. That is a disgraceful situation.
fortunate to be made my Party’s spokesperson on police and As | understand it, the Port Adelaide CIB staff is ordinari-
so | was able to pursue this interest further. It is with greaty made up of eight detectives. On that same day—19 May—
sadness that we find that this budget continues to do nothintfiree detectives were off on secondment, a couple more were
to remedy the problems that have grown through five yearsn sick leave, another was on annual leave and another was
of persistent cuts to police budgets and police staff. Thattending to an interview. There was, in fact, one detective on
context of this situation is clear. staff at the Port Adelaide CIB, as | understand it, for that day.

In 1993, when Labor was last in Government, the besThat is an unacceptable situation.
estimate we could get on current numbers is that we had some | have been contacted by a constituent who was recently
270 more full-time equivalent police than we have now. Wewalking with his wife on the beach—and this record comes
were not accused of being overly generous by the thefrom the Police Complaints Authority files. A group of
Liberal Party Opposition. In fact, it said we had too few youths hurled large and dangerous rocks at them, narrowly
police and that there was an urgent need for 200 moremissing the man’s wife. One of the youths then exposed
Indeed, that was the promise of the Liberal Government, theimself. These people were both frightened and upset, and
then Liberal Opposition at the time. As | said, instead of thehey proceeded to a house on The Esplanade, where they rang
200 more, it seems to us that numbers have declined by sontige police. They were asked by the police to remain at the
270 full-time equivalents in the Police Force. It has got to thenouse until they could send a patrol car. They left 45 minutes
point where these sorts of levels of cuts can simply no longdater in disgust—25 minutes earlier the youths, who had hung
be borne. around for that period of time, had moved on. The response

We have been talking to the community and policeto their complaint from the Police Complaints Authority was
officers about what has been happening out there and | wasimply that there was no-one available and that a car had
to just run through some examples of what is happening iattended 40 minutes after their call. They say it was longer
recent times as a result of the current staffing and resouradan that. Again, | say that that is simply an unacceptable
levels in the Police Force. Recently, on a Friday about a weegituation. It has occurred merely because this Government has
ago there were large numbers of people on the Pelican Poitgken too much out of the police budget.
picket line, a community protest which has been going onfor We cannot accept excuses in this area. There are some
over a month. It is hardly a surprise but, because there wdandamental services that a Government must, and can,
a large presence there, the local Port Adelaide service ar@aovide, and one of them is an adequate police service. The
felt that its priority was to send a good group of police Government cannot use the excuse of the State Bank or its
officers to attend to that community protest. inability to sell ETSA. If government were easy we would not

The result of that was that, on the Friday, at the start ofieed it. The fact is that government is not easy, it is not easy
day shift for that Port Adelaide service area, that extremelyn South Australia, but there are certain basic things that need
large area which stretches from the airport in the south righto be attended to, and one of them is an adequately staffed
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police service. We have attended public meetings withhat she is tired of doing the right thing and being kicked
respect to this issue and we receive the same answeia it.
wherever we go. We have been to the northern suburbs, the A man from Wynn Vale said that he is angry at the levy
southern suburbs and the western suburbs and the answegigd has no idea how he will pay it. Another woman from
the same wherever we go: there is an inadequate number §hlisbury East said that her house is worth about $100 000
police to do their job. We have the best regarded police forcand that she will have to pay $117 a year. She said that she
in Australia (it has been that way for many years) that nowwvas paying $38 in insurance policies and she will now be
has the worst morale it has ever had, because the police asaying $117. She said that the rebate of $40 is a joke. So, as
the people who have to turn up 45 minutes late and take th@uch as the Minister for Human Services is espousing this
abuse from desperate people. It is simply unacceptable. wonderful concession, it will do nothing to help these people.
We are not talking about vast amounts of money here. IiThis woman said that it is unfair and cruel and people cannot
fact, this Government, with its new emergency services taxgfford to pay it.
will rip an extra $20 million out of the public to send tothe A man from Fairview Park said that he was 65 and
police and it will simply take that amount out of the budgetfrightened. He said that he and his wife had worked all their
of the police with no net addition. This means that the peopléives and should be enjoying life at this point, yet they cannot
of South Australia are getting less than the basic standardseep at night. Life should not be like this at their age. A
they should get from their Government. woman from Wynn Vale telephoned. She is 82 and angry

This Government has had the excuse of us stopping th@bout the emergency services levy. She asks, ‘How are
ETSA sale. It has had the excuse of the State Bank. ShouRensioners supposed to afford it?” She is trying to stay in her
the ETSA privatisation unfortunately proceed | will be in thishome, which she owns, and the Government is doing
place wanting to know what the Government will do for the€verything it can to take it away and make life as difficult as
police and the community in South Australia, once what itPossible. A lady from Fairview Park said, ‘The levy is not
says is to blame is removed. | want to know, and | will be ineéquitable; itis unfair. Once again the middle income earners
here asking, just when the Government will improve thewho try to do the right thing are hit. We are struggling, too.’
standard of policing and police numbers in this State shoul&he said that she does not object to a levy that is equitable but

it be successful with its ETSA privatisation. | am afraid thatthis is ridiculous. For the benefit of members opposite, they
I know the answer already. are not my words: they are the words of people in my
electorate who have contacted me specifically about that

Ms RANKINE (Wright): Last nightin my address to this Matter. We heard the member for MacKillop last night talk
House about the budget | made reference to the $141 milliobout the health budget. The honourable member said:
tax whack that this Government is bringing in under the guise | know it is very difficult for someone who needs a hip replace-
of its emergency services tax. | relayed to the House th&ent—
extent of the impact that this tax is having in my electorateand he knows it is difficult, that is interesting—

and | had a couple of members opposite pooh-pooh me f%rr some other procedure to be told that they must wait six, eight, 10

that. | thought that I would take the opportunity tonight to or 12 months to have that procedure, but they should realise they are
relay some of the issues raised by people who have contactgebbably being treated in the best system in the world and that just
my office, so that members opposite have some idea of theecause they are not getting instant treatment does not mean that the

impact that the Government’s unfair, ill-conceived tax isSyStem is completely falling down . . . In relation to the individuals
who are in pain and who are expecting the instant treatment, one of

having on people out there. the problems is that our expectation has been built up a little too

An honourable member interjecting: high.

Ms RANKINE: Yes, absolutely. A woman from Salis- | was absolutely astounded at this. The member for Mac-
bury East rang my office. She told me that she had been Killop clearly has absolutely no idea what some of these
member of the Liberal Party for a number of years and hageople are suffering. Coincidentally, yesterday, just prior to
always voted Liberal, but never again. Her mother isthe honourable member making his remarks, a 72 year old
struggling to maintain her home. Her husband died six yeargoman came into my electorate office. She is in urgent need
ago, and now she says that they are finding it really hard anof a hip replacement operation. She was referred to an
asks why they should suffer for trying to do their best. Aorthopaedic surgeon at the Royal Adelaide Hospital but was
fellow from Greenwith phoned. He is on a fixed superannuatold that she could not see anyone until August. She was told
tion pension after being involved in an accident at work. Histhat, if she waited possibly all day in out-patients at Modbury
income is around $24 000 a year. His wife works part-timeHospital, she might get to see someone. She did that. She sat
and is his carer, and they have three school-aged children. Hiethe waiting room at the Modbury Hospital in the hope that
said that, whichever way you look at it, he will have to find she might be seen.
over $230 more each year to cover this levy. He said that he She saw an orthopaedic surgeon and he agreed that she
might be assetrich, in that he owns a house, but that is all hgas in a bad way and in need of a hip replacement operation.
has. He is being forced to consider selling his home, becaugt she must wait for one to two years on the waiting list for
he will not be able to afford to pay for it. this surgery. This woman was in tears in my office. She walks

A lady from Salisbury East said that she was angry andavith a frame. She is in constant pain. Her husband was in the
upset about the levy: she has no idea how she will pay it. Shritish marines. She is a war widow and on a war widow’s
is scared. She lives on the pension: she will be 69 soon. Shpension. She is having difficulty with shopping, washing,
has nothing and does not know what she will do. Anothegetting dressed and cleaning the house—in fact, most things
woman from Salisbury East, a grandmother who has beeshe does on her own. She cannot cope. She has strong family
raising her granddaughter, said that she saves her $2 coins farpport. | know she has a loving and caring family and a son
school holidays. They saved up and bought a caravan, aneho lives nearby, but he has five children. He cannot be there
now they cannot afford to keep it because of the tax. She saglvery day, nor can his wife. This woman receives no



1594 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 1999

domiciliary care assistance because the books on domiciliaryhilst removing children from their country of birth is always
care have closed. The local home assistance program hassecond-best solution, for those poor children living in
offered to see what it can do to help, but it currently has morequalor in Chinese orphanages without any hope for the
than 1 800 people on its books and it is supporting more thafuture it is, unfortunately, the only solution. There is no
33 90-year-olds. These people cannot get help througshortage of childless couples in Australia who are only too
domiciliary care because the funds from this Governmenhappy to provide a home for some of these children.

simply are not available. _ Mr Lewis: They are not really orphans, are they? They
The other issue | want to talk about brlefly relates toare the second births which the Government banned.

accommodation for people with intellectual disabilities. Some 1 SNELLING: Often that is the case yes. The member
time prior to the 1997 election, | attended a meeting a ’

. ; o ; for Hammond seems quite aware of the brutality of the
Northfield organised by a group calling itself Project 141.chinese one-child policy. Grace Child Placement seeks, first,
Project 141 was about obtaining accommodation for peopl

LI S Le T h fo provide a life for children who would otherwise have none;
W|th_ mtelk_ag:tual dlsa_bllltlgs_ who were in crisis situations. and, secondly, to assist childless couples who are willing to
Their families were in crisis and could not cope. Only a

. - . open their homes in Australia to such children. | point out to
couple of weeks ago | attended a meeting, again organised ffe Hoyse that Grace Child Placement is a very reputable
parents of children with intellectual disabilities. | was told

- organisation. The Director, Susan Ingwerda, is already
h ¢ ; h h th ; h_‘ﬁcensed by the United States to place children with United
in need o apcommodatlon. So, through the term of thisgateg citizens living in Australia. Grace Child Placement has
Government its sole achievement in assisting these people S, ided advice to the Federal Departments of Foreign
to house one person—to lower that waiting list by one. | Satairs and Immigration and Ethnic Affairs and to the Federal

and listened to the most heart-rending stories of elderhomey-General on Chinese adoption matters. Grace Child
people who for 30, 40 and 50 years have been caring for thefs|acement fulfils all the requirements of the Hague

children. Convention on inter-country adoption.

They have been torn between caring for their children and . .
having a life for themselves. Most of them have given upi% Grace Child Care does not seek any Government funding

having a life for themselves and have devoted themselves Létr\r;ifé?)t/gec?uérrzieagge;ﬁzfdrgn:ighne E i‘i‘irtmlﬁnrtnﬂw # mt?l?s
their children. This situation is intolerable. | heard stories o b P gency. g

parents having nervous breakdowns as a result of the stre eech it is not my desire in any way to criticise the Minister.

they are suffering. This is absolutely intolerable, as | said an fifact, the Minister for Human Services was kind enough to
if we are a just society, we cannot allow this to continue.meet with Mrs Susan Ingwerda late last year. However, since

Some action must be taken to alleviate this crisis situationt.hen there has been no decision from the Minister whether or

As | said, | am not talking about people who just Wantnotto licence Grace Child Placement. | merely hope that, in

accommodation: | am talking about people who are inmaking this speech, | hurry up the Minister in making a

absolutely desperate situations and who do not know Wher%ecISIOn ab_outh\(vhsether to Ilcens(;e: Gr_ace Child Placement Inc.
to turn or what to do, and their children, and ultimately theto operate in t 'S_ tate as an adoption agency. )

other members of the family, are suffering as a result of it. | | have met with Mrs Susan Ingwerda, the Director and
do not believe that any member in this House, if they sat anfPunder of Grace Child Placement Inc., and | have been
listened to these stories, could not be moved and would ndfPressed by her dedication, particularly to the welfare of

come away determined that the situation be rectified.  children who reside in orphanages in China. | urge the
Minister to make a decision so that Grace Child Placement

Mr SNELLING (Playford): 1 want to raise two issues Inc. can undertake the valuable work for South Australian
this evening. The first follows on from the previous speakercitizens that it has already been licensed by the Government
the member for Wright, who quite eloquently expounded thef the United States to do for United States citizens living in
prob|ems facing peopie Wanting priority housing_ | haveAUStra|ia. | urge the Minister for Human Services to think of
experienced a similar problem. It seems to me that so-callee children. It is no secret that the conditions in which
priority housing has Simpiy become an empty promise_@rphaHEd children are forced to live in China are subhuman.
promise that, maybe, one day you might be able to get ¥/hilstitis obviously impossible to solve all the problems in
house; you might be able to get Housing Trust accommodahe world, we might be able to go some way to giving at least
tion. But that is it. It is simply an empty promise. a few children a chance in life.

| bring to the attention of the House the case of a woman
in my electorate who has three children and who is forced to  Mr LEWIS (Hammond): This evening in my grievance
live in her sister’s shed. She is on the priority housing list butspeech | wish to make some remarks about four matters.
as far as she is concerned and as far as | am concerned, iigfore | do that, I remind members opposite of just a couple
justan empty promise. For all intents and purposes, it mear® the facts of life. I understand and sympathise with their
nothing. Itis appalling that, in a civilised society, people areconstituents where they have found themselves hard hit and
being forced to live in a shed. This woman has three childreadversely affected in their personal budget planning by the
and she is being forced to live in a shed because she is unalt@y that they now must pay to secure their property, whether
to get Housing Trust accommodation. that property is real estate or movable property such as boat

I rise principally to speak on another matter, having raisedrailers, motor cars, and so on. In most instances, the
that problem. | refer to Grace Child Placement Incorporatecexamples cited have been for real property.
which has been trying for some time to obtain a licence to | also hear the pleas being made by members opposite and
operate as an adoption agency in this State. Peter and Susganmy own constituents for some additional resources for
Ingwerda founded Grace Child Incorporated to go some waglective surgery and other things of that nature—perhaps even
toward relieving the misery of orphaned children who live inincluding the kind of remarks made by the member for
China. Orphans in China live in subhuman conditions andPlayford about children from countries overseas who have,
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for one reason or another, been dispossessed by their parentake the observation that people with some experience on
or dispossessed of their parents, one or the other. which to trade who are working in the Public Service and
In the case of China, as the member for Playford acknowelsewhere these days have great mobility and can shift from
ledges, the vast majority of the so-called orphans are naine job to another from the private sector to the public sector
orphans at all; they are simply removed from their parentand back again. There is no necessity to offer such high levels
because they are the second or subsequent child of marriaggfenefit for public servants at public expense as an induce-
where the State—that is, the entire Chinese Government—hasent for them to come and work in the service of the
said, ‘“You may have no more than one child. Brutally, Government. They can get just, fair and equitable treatment
insensitively and without consideration of the welfare of theby paying their superannuation funds in the way that anyone
child whatever, it sets out to punish those parents who, bin the private sector would and putting them into a fund that
accident or by design, end up with two children. The membeis managed in the private sector that has to ensure that its
for Playford makes the plea that such children ought to béabilities are funded from the returns it generates from the
able to come to Australia to live, but that would require moreinvestments it makes.
resources to be provided from somewhere to enable it to To expect that you can suck off the taxpayer’s tit and get
happen. | am not saying that it is not compassionate and nethat you want without detrimental consequences in the
honourable, but where do we get those resources? economy is ridiculous; that is a burden on taxpayers.
Mr Deputy Speaker, you know and | know that Govern-Members of Parliament should set the example in that
ments do not create wealth; they can only redistribute it. Ifespect, and the old superannuation scheme should be
more resources are to be made available from the public pursdolished straight out. Once our contributions are conclud-
to answer the pleas and the cries we hear from membeggl—that is, when we lose office—they should be paid over
opposite to meet the needs of the people whom they hate the member to invest in a superannuation fund in the
used as examples of the wider malaise in the community, werivate sector, the same as anybody else has, and managed in
have to pick it up from somebody’s pocket. You have to takehat way by that private fund, selected by that member.
away the spending power from those people who have it andikewise, public servants should have their money given to
redistribute it to those programs which are identified as beinghem at the time they retire, knowing that if they take it all as
the most worthy. Governments cannot, in some magic way lump sum they will pay a heavy level of tax on it but that
wave a wand and procure the funds to do it. It has to be takeifithey otherwise invest it as they should and avoid having to
from someone else who created it. And that means, regardlepay that tax, leaving the capital intact, they will simply be
of whether it is taken away today or borrowed from a lendeiable to get on that money, according to how prudently they
to be taken away by today’s children when they becomehoose the fund or funds to manage it, sufficient to live.
adults tomorrow and have to repay it, either way, someone There is not a magic pudding. | am saying that all MPs
generating wealth by their efforts, skill and acumen has tghould take their money, put it into the same privately
have that wealth removed from them by law so that it can bénanaged investment opportunities or superannuation funds
redistributed to meet the needs that have been identified. or combination of the two, set an example and not stop where
So, | say to members opposite: you cannot have it botkhey are at the present time. They should set that example for
ways. Either you acknowledge the need to collect the highethe wider community and avoid the odium of being criti-
amounts of revenue necessary to service those requirementised—and justly criticised at that.
as well as the debts created by the stupid policies you pursued |n the minute that is left to me | want to talk about the
when you attempted to create wealth by getting involved irsilliness of the republic debate and make one point, as | will
illadvised Government enterprises, or, if you do not want tanake subsequently in the next few months from time to time.
do that, do not complain about the problems that are therefwe go for a republic and remove the Governor-General and
Instead, members opposite should accept that there has tolelace the Governor-General by a President—however
abalance and that the budget finds that balance, because itiected—the proposal will mean that State Governors go and,
a compassionate budget. in the event that the Governor-General (then called the
There is no other country on earth where you can get aBresident) is sacked by the Prime Minister, he will be
many fresh vegetables at such alow price as you can herereplaced by the most senior Premier of any State as the
not just in Australia but South Australia in particular. There Acting Governor-General. That is the way the Constitution
is no necessity for people to feel that they should go to thés structured; that will be the law; and that will be a tragedy.
supermarket and purchase highly processed foods to gratify
their needs or other fancy cosmetic products that are really Ms BREUER (Giles): The first issue | want to raise
well and truly in excess of their basic needs in life. Intonight is the matter of dry area legislation for Coober Pedy
consequence of that observation, we all have to remembaerhich is currently being considered by the Legislative
that there is a limit to what can be done, and that limit is whaReview Committee. | have been asked for my comments on
is being done by the collective efforts of everybody else. this, but | wanted to speak on this in the House before | made
The amount of cake we have to share is determined by theomments to that committee. It appears to be a very simple
amount of cake we bake; any other approach is idiocy. Thenmatter on the surface, but | have a number of concerns on this
is no magic pudding. You cannot expect that you can cut itssue—not with the legislation, because it has certainly been
and it will come again. That does not happen; itis as silly a®f some benefit to the town of Coober Pedy. | know that the
the flat earth society to say that it does. council very much supports it, and | am also prepared to
I now want to turn to the problem to which some memberssupport this legislation. Recently on a trip to Coober Pedy |
have alluded in the course of their remarks, and that is the/as approached by a group of residents who had many
unfunded superannuation bill that this State has. | acknoweoncerns about problems of vandalism at present in Coober
ledge the truth of the remark about the term over which théedy, public drunkenness and other damage being caused.
Government intends in its program to address that unfundetihese residents believe that this is a major problem in the
liability and bring it to book. | happily accept that, but | also town and that not enough action is being taken to address



1596 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 June 1999

these problems. They also believe that local residents magloquently stated the case tonight, so | want to make a few
take matters into their own hands and form vigilante groupsbrief comments in support of what he had to say.

| sympathise very much with these residents because First, | would like the House to note that | lodged a
obviously they feel very strongly about this. However, on thePetition in this place last week signed by 541 residents of
same visit | also went to a camp that has been set up by th&/hyalla, requesting that the House urge the Government to
Aboriginal community out of town because of the problemsensure that changes to Housing Trust rents to income scale
occurring at the Umoona Aboriginal community. The oldare amended to reflect the scale that operated prior to 27
people are going there to live because of the problems thidarch: 541 residents who have concerns about their Housing
this dry area legislation has caused in their community. Trust rents signed that petition.
think the best way | can talk about these problems is to read | must pay tribute to one lady in Whyalla who came in to
their own words. The women have written to me about thigny office yelling and screaming about the fact that her rent
problem as follows: was increased and the problems that this was going to cause

We are worried about many things. We can’t have a sleep, n&or her, many of herfrlends a.”?' her neighbours. She wanted
rest, especially ladies—too dangerous, people coming from thE'€ to do something about this: she wanted me to get up here
north—drinking. It is too dangerous. We don’t know what they and shout about this. She wanted me to get a petition going
might do to ladies sleeping. People have been murdered there, lashd do all sorts of things. | said that it was up to her to get a
%’iﬁarua”?\ltggo)éearot;egorﬁ(-)r?:kl'fnv%%rof%ﬂgg'”goun% aexgr%;h'rbg- m%etition going, so she did. Mrs Thompson is an incredible
poIEiJceptéke a Io%g?timeFio come. There's 5o much trouble, weve ha undle of energy, and | hope that other areas of South
to leave our own houses and camp out in the creek. Australia may have the same Mrs Thompson to come and do

We've been camping out at 10 Mile Creek. There’s no dry outthe same there and get them to put up petitions to this
They go to Umoona where old people are, where we are, and drinkGovernment.
!IEE stil!ja wet area at Umoorrl]a. It should be a dry eareaNEvenbthe yard. An honourable member: You want rid of her, do you?

ey do wee-wee everywhere, even in our yards. No sobering up : -
centre, no safe house, no dry out, no women'’s place. They bang on Ms BREUER- No, she can stay there, but | yvquld like her
the door all day and all night asking for money—$10, $15, $30.10 pass it on to other areas. She was complaining that every
They're still selling the black wine in plastic bottles. No good.  time she gets a pension rise it is really just a rise for the

Itis signed by a number of the elder women in the communt10Using Trust: her rent goes up. In her case (and in many

ity. And how does this relate to the budget? It is because dftn€rs) her rent actually went up this time by more than her
the lack of resources in the town. You cannot solve thidcréase—not by very much, butif you are looking at a dollar

problem by creating dry areas, increasing police activity oftis quite alot over the year for these Housing Trust rents on

forming vigilante groups unless you have backup services if°P orf] the other rent that theﬁ’ are paying. h
your community. And there are no backup services. | have Changes introduced by the State Government to the way

spoken to the local police about this at some length. Th ousing Trust rents are calculated are a slap in the face for
problem in the town is that there is no youth worker. There?€0PI€ struggling to get by on low incomes. People who pay
is no sobering up centre in the town. There is no drug ofeduced rent will be affected by the changes. My office has
alcohol worker to work with these people with problems.2€€n inundated with complaints from Housing Trust resi-

There are very limited domestic violence resources. There f€NtS: They have come into the office in pairs, they have
no women’s shelter. come in singly and they have come in groups, to complain

What would be ideal there would be, as in Port August about the fact that they are paying far more rent. The people

a mobile assistance program that could travel around and pi(i ho come (o the office are all on low incomes and are angry

Up people. but there are none of these services becau at their rent rise will take more than what they will receive
P people, Yfom their Centrelink Consumer Price Index increase to their

Cesple e Jact it peope In e communty 1ave beelnsion. vie are taking about peope who e areacy
gfory ' y truggling to make ends meet, and this latest increase means

The other issue is that the sly grog is still being sold. Iyt they will not be marking time but that, financially, they
believe it is sold from one of the local supermarkets in milkyyij pe going backwards.

cartons. You go in there and buy it, and it is very cheap. The | challenge the Minister for Human Services, Mr Dean
problem is that nobody really knows what is in this grog, butgrown, and Premier Olsen to move into a South Australian
it is very potent. | would very much like to have this grog yoysing Trust home and live on a pension so that they can
analysed. There was a stop to it recently for a couple ofnnreciate what this latest increase means. Once they have
weeks, but | believe itis back on sale now, as the women saighoyed in, they can invite their mates in the Commonwealth
in the letter that | cited. Government to join them, because the State Government
The local police, local citizens and the council have voicedshould not wear all the blame for this latest increase. The
their concerns about this to the Liquor Licensing Board andCommonwealth Government should shoulder most of the
to the Government, but they feel that nobody wants thlame. Funding under the Commonwealth-State Housing
listen—the old argument in our region. What they are reallyagreement has been cut in real terms by 40 per cent and, on
looking for is legislation that will allow restrictions in selling top of the cuts, the Commonwealth Government has required
alcohol to some people, as they have at Marla and Cadney| States and Territories to review public housing rents. The
Park, which by their standards are just up the road. So, weesult of this Commonwealth policy is a rise in rent for people
must look at money to cover resources for these areas as wgl low incomes.
as at the licensing conditions for places that are selling grog This Government must take this into account and re-
in those areas. evaluate its priorities. People are struggling out there; they are
The other issue that | wanted to talk about tonight is thdinding it very difficult. Now my office is being inundated
increase in Housing Trust rents and its effect on tenantsyith complaints about the GST and how that will affect
particularly in my electorate in the city of Whyalla. However, people. We still do not have any real clarification of the effect
my colleague the member for Mitchell has already verythat that will have on their rents and other costs associated
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with their Housing Trust homes. So, this budget will create  The Commonwealth is in the process of passing legislation to
a lot of problems for a lot of people in communities who areachieve the steps detailed above. However, complementary State and

; i Jerritory legislation is also necessary to complete the transfer.
on low incomes. | hope that we can re-evaluate, look at thi onsequently, the States and Territories have developed model

and do something about it for these people in the future. |egisiation to be introduced in all jurisdictions. TRmancial Sector
Reform (South Australia) Bill 1998 based on this model legislation.
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate. Part 1 of the Bill repeals thEinancial Institutions (Application
of Laws) Act 1992nd theFriendly Societies (South Australia) Act
Mr MEIER: Mr Acting Speaker, | draw your attention 1997 This has the effect of cancelling the registration and regulation
to the state of the House of building societies, credit unions, special service providers and
: friendly societies under the Financial Institutions and Friendly

A quorum having been formed: Societies Codes.
Part 2 of the Bill confers on ASIC and APRA the power to
FINANCIAL SECTOR REFORM (SOUTH regulate building societies, credit unions, special service providers
and ‘financial’ friendly societies for the purposes of the transition
AUSTRALIA) BILL from regulation under the Financial Institution Scheme to the new
regime.

Second reading. Part 3 deals with the winding up of the Australian Financial

o ) Institutions Commission (AFIC) a body established under Queens-
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, land legislation to coordinate the prudential and corporate regulation
Children’s Services and Training): | move: ]91_‘ bUOi|||ding _SOGieti%S|, CreditlténilolnS, 3pffia| Sf?éVi?e pr:ovidersf andf
o i ; riendly societies. Clauses 10, 11 an rovide for the transfer o
That this Bill be now read a Secon,d time. L AFIC sytaff, assets and liabilities to ASIC ffnd APRA, the details of
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert@ghich are to be contained in a transfer agreement entered into
in Hansardwithout my reading it. between the Commonwealth and the State of Queensland. Clause 15
Leave granted. preserves civil legal proceedings involving AFIC which were
) ) ) o commenced prior to the transfer date, with the State of Queensland
TheFinancial Sector Reform (South Australia) Biflovidesthe  substituted for AFIC as a party. Clause 16 empowers ASIC and
necessary legislative framework to facilitate a transfer of theAPRA to continue proceedings brought by AFIC for breaches of the
responsibility for the corporate and prudential regulation of buildingAFIC Code.
societies, credit unions, special service providers and friendly  part 4 of the Bill provides partly for the winding up of the South
societies from the State and Territory based Financial Institutiongstralian Office of Financial Supervision (SAOFS). Clauses 18 and
Scheme to a national framework overseen by the Australiang geal with the transfer of SAOFS staff to APRA, the details of
Securities and Investments Commission and the new Commonwealihich are to be contained in a transfer agreement entered into
prudential Regulator, the Australian Prudential Regulation Authorityhetween the Commonwealth and the Government of South Australia.
(APRA). ) S ) Clauses 21 and 22 provide for the winding up of the supervision and
TheFinancial Sector Reform (South Australia) Bélthe first,  credit union contingency funds administered by SAOFS. Civil legal
and most important, of a package of two Bills which make up theproceedings involving SAOFS which were commenced prior to the
South Australian legislation necessary to ensure that the reform @fansfer date are preserved by clause 23, which substitutes the State
the Australian financial system can proceed. Fli@ncial Sector  of State of South Australia for SAOFS as a party. Clause 24
(Transfer of Business) Bill 1999 the second of these Bills. empowers ASIC and APRA to continue proceedings brought by
TheFinancial Sector Reform (South Australia) Bdlbased on  SAOFS for breaches of the Financial Institutions and Friendly
model legislation to be passed by all State and Territory Parliamentsocieties Codes.
by atarget ‘transfer date’ of 1 July 1999 and complements legislation Clauses 26 to 29 of Part 5 preserve certain provisions of the
introduced into Federal Parliament which is also expected to bespealed AFIC, Financial Institutions and Friendly Societies Codes,
passed by the target transfer date. ) including provisions empowering AFIC and SAOFS to enforce and
In 1997 the Commonwealth Government's report into theto investigate suspected breaches of the Codes. The powers
Australian financial system, the Wallis Report, recommendegreviously exercised by AFIC and SAOFS in this regard are
changes to the regulation of the Australian financial system tgrovided to ASIC and APRA. Clause 29 also preserves certain
establish a more efficient, competitive and flexible financial systemprovisions of the Friendly Society Code relating to the restructure
better equipped to deal with change, especially the continuegind termination of friendly society benefit funds.
globalisation of financial markets, and rapid advances intechnology. parts 6 and 7 deal with various miscellaneous matters necessary
~ Most significantly, the Wallis Report recommended that allto complete the transfer. The most significant of these are clause 31
financial institutions, including banks, non-bank financial institutionsyhich provides that money in dormant accounts is to be transferred
and friendly societies, be subject to the same regulatory regime, anghck into the account of customers, and clause 32 which is necessary
that the responsibility for regulating this new regime be transferredo convert withdrawable shares held by members of the State’s
to a single Commonwealth regulator. building society to deposits prior to the institution transferring to the
Inline with these recommendations, the Commonwealth and alCorporations LawThis will ensure adequate protection is given to
State and Territory Governments agreed as a matter of policy thathese institutional members under tberporations LawClauses 34
- the corporate and prudential regulation of non-bank deposiand 35 ensure that mergers and transfers of engagements commenced
taking institutions and friendly societies under the Financialunder the Financial Institutions or Friendly Societies Code before,
Institutions Scheme would cease; but not completed by, the transfer date can be completed under the
all deposit taking institutions and friendly societies would supervision of ASIC and APRA. Finally, clause 36 deems that all
become registered as companies undeCmporations Lavand  applications made to the defunct Australian Financial Institutions
that corporate regulation of these entities would become théppeal Tribunal against decisions of either AFIC or SAOFS that
responsibility of the Australian Securities and Investmenthave not been decided prior to the transfer date are taken to have

Commission (ASIC), formerly the ASC; been withdrawn. The Government is advised that the only such
deposit taking institutions would be licensed and prudentiallyappeal was withdrawn voluntarily some time ago.
regulated at a federal level under Banking Act 1959%nd the An exemption from State taxes, duties and charges is provided

‘financial’ activities of friendly societies (the selling of financial in respect of the transfer agreements transferring assets from AFIC
products through benefit funds) would be licensed and pruderer SAOFS to APRA or ASIC.

tially regulated under theife Insurance Act 1995 The financial sector reforms, and in particular the legislation
prudential regulation of all deposit taking institutions and theenacted by the Commonwealth, has necessitated certain consequen-
financial activities of friendly societies would become thetial amendments to a number of South Australian Acts. These
responsibility of the new federal prudential regulator, theconsequentialamendments are contained in the Schedule to the Bill.
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA) established Most of these consequential amendments relate to the conversion of
under Commonwealth legislation in 1998; banks, building societies and credit unions into one type of deposit
the transfer of regulatory responsibility would, if possible, occurtaking institution, ‘authorised deposit taking institution’. This reflects

on 1 July 1999. amendments to the CommonwealtBanking Act
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Also included in the schedule are provisions completing the PART 3
winding up of SAOFS, so that the powers of SAOFS are limited to PROVISIONS RELATING TO AFIC
those necessary to effect winding up. The schedule provides that any DIVISION 1—AFIC TO CONTINUE

Sl,_lrpl_US assets are to be pald back to indUStry and that Once_the Clause 7: Continuation of AFIC for certain purposes

winding up process is completed, SAOFS must prepare a windinghis clause provides that despite the repeal of the relevant legislation
up report. This report must include accounts audited by the Auditorthe Australian Financial Institutions Commission (AFIC) is to
General. TheSouth Australian Office of Financial Supervision Act continue for purposes connected with winding up its affairs. AFIC
1992is then to expire on a date fixed by proclamation. was established under Queensland legislation but the AFIC Code

South Australians have been fortunate to have been served by(applied as a law of South Australia) governs appointments to the
strong regional financial sector, based on the growth of non-banRFIC board, appointment of staff etc.
financial institutions. This has complemented the services provided Clause 8: Delegation of AFIC’s powers
by the traditional banking sector, promoting greater consumer choic€his clause enables the AFIC board to delegate powers to an
of financial institutions and products. There can be no doubt thaappropriately qualified employee during the winding up period.
prudential supervision of this sector under the Financial Institutions = DIVISION 2—PROVISIONS ABOUT AFIC’S STAFF
Scheme has been successful. Since the scheme’s inception, no SouthClause 9: Interpretation
Australian has lost money deposited with a South Australian schemEhis clause includes the executive director of AFIC within the term
institution. The framework provided by the scheme has als@mployee for the purposes of the Division.
promoted the growth of the non-bank financial sector in this State. Clause 10: Transfer of staff to APRA under transfer agreement
There are now 14 credit unions, one building society and fourrhe Queensland Minister administering the corresponding legislation
financial friendly societies in South Australia. This State now boast# that State is authorised to enter into a transfer agreement under
the largest credit union in the country. Commonwealth legislation providing for the transfer of AFIC staff

Despite these successes, the Government supports the CommimAPRA. AFIC staff may also be transferred to ASIC but this is to
wealth in its efforts to further reform the regulation of the Australianbe achieved through the Commonwedtliblic Service Act
financial system to make it more competitive and better able to Clause 11: Effect of transfer under section or of employees of
withstand international pressures. The Wallis Report identified thé\FIC becoming appointed to the Australian Public Service
move to a single prudential regulatory regime as the best way tdhis clause ensures that, on transfer of a person’s employment from
ensure that this occurs. South Australians should also benefit. O&FIC to APRA or ASIC, the person’s employment with AFIC ends
institutions will have access to a truly national financial marketwithout giving rise to any entitlements for payment for termination
which will enhance competition. Consumers will have access to af employment.
greater selection of financial service providers and products. Clause 12: Statement of accrued benefits etc.

The State's financial institutions and friendly societies have_l;:ehriwsucrﬁlrl;teic;ﬁ%ﬂ(rjelse ﬁgtlﬁc:?sper?yiig:f?) rsé&ggm?g;g; :r(iicr:g%dmbpel(n)igte&
expressed strong support for implementation of the reforms at th .
ea?liest possiblgeJ tir?]g. The CFc))mmonweaIth Government has  DIVISION 3—INFORMATION MAY BE GIVEN TO
identified 1 July 1999 as the most appropriate transfer date. This date .. APRAORASIC
is supported by the State and Territory Governments, all of whom_Clause 13: Giving of information

are working towards passage of their legislation by 30 June despitBhis clause ensures that information obtained by AFIC may be
the tight time frame. passed on to ASIC and APRA.

The Government therefore calls upon all members to ensure DIVISION 4—TRANSFER OF AFIC'S ASSETS

ic Bi ; AND LIABILITIES
passage of this Bill by the 30 June deadline. Clause 14: Transfer of assets and liabilities

I commend this Bill to the House. The Queensland Minister administering the corresponding legislation
Explanation of Clauses in that State is authorised to enter into a transfer agreement under
PART 1 Commonwealth legislation providing for the transfer of AFIC assets
PRELIMINARY and liabilities to APRA or ASIC.
Clause 1: Short title DIVISION 5—PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING AFIC
This clause is formal. Clause 15: Continuation and preservation of certain civil
Clause 2: Commencement proceedings involving AFIC
This clause provides for commencement of certain provisions oS clause provides that, from the transfer date, the State of
assent and certain provisions on the transfer date. Queensland is to take the place of AFIC in relation to civil proceed-

The legislation is complementary to amendments to the"9

s.
h > et - Mg Clause 16: Continuation of certain offence proceedings

Corporations Lawproviding for building societies, credit unions and +.: -

friendly societies to become companies under that Law on thgﬁs clause enables APRA or ASIC to continue to prosecute offences

{

transfer date. Once complementary legislation has been enacted pl,[?gﬁs?fef‘g;%wmre a prosecution has been commenced before
each jurisdiction, the transfer date will be specified by the Common- ’

wealth under section 3(16) of tir@nancial Sector Reform (Amend- PART 4

ments and Transitional Provisions) Act (No. 1) 1969 the PROVISIONS RELATING TO SAOES

Commonwealth. DIVISION 1—TRANSFER OF SAOFS’ ASSETS
A provision of this measure is to come into operation on the AND LIABILITIES

transfer date except where preparatory action is required under the Clause 17: Transfer of assets and liabilities
provision, in which case, the provision is to come into operation orThe State Minister is authorised to enter into a transfer agreement

assent. under Commonwealth legislation providing for the transfer of
Clause 3: Repeals SAOFS assets and liabilities to APRA or ASIC.

TheFinancial Institutions (Application of Laws) Act 199®d the DIVISION 2—PROVISIONS ABOUT SAOFS’ STAFF

Friendly Societies (South Australia) Act 198/ repealed. Clause 18: Transfer of staff to APRA under transfer agreement

The State Minister is authorised to enter into a transfer agreement
under Commonwealth legislation providing for the transfer of
SAOFS staff to APRA. SAOFS staff may also be transferred to

Clause 4: Interpretation
This clause contains relevant definitions.

PART 2 ASIC but this is to be achieved through the CommonweRithlic
CONFERRAL OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS ON Service Act
APRA AND ASIC Clause 19: Effect of transfer to APRA or APS
Clause 5: Conferral of functions and powers on APRA This clause ensures that, on transfer of a person’s employment from

This clat_lse formally confers fu_nctions and powers on the Australials AOFS to APRA or ASIC, the person’s employment with SAOFS
Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA) for the purposes of theends without giving rise to any entittements for payment for
measure. termination of employment.

Clause 6: Conferral of functions and powers on ASIC Clause 20: Statement of accrued benefits etc.
This clause formally confers functions and powers on the AustraliaiThis clause requires SAOFS to provide a statement of accrued
Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) for the purposes dfenefits, remuneration and length of service for each transferring
the measure. employee.
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DIVISION 3—WINDING UP OF FUNDS PART 7

Clause 21: Supervision Fund MISCELLANEOUS
The Supervision Fund is established under the Financial Institutions Clause 37: Registration or record of transfer
Code. Building societies, credit unions and friendly societies paylhis clause facilitates registration in this State of transfers of assets
levies into the fund and the expenses of SAOFS are paid out of thisom AFIC or SAOFS to APRA or ASIC.
fund. Clause 38: Exemption from State taxes

This clause provides for the use of the Supervision Fund during his clause exempts all transfers of assets from AFIC or SAOFS to
the winding up period. It authorises payments out to APRA andAPRA or ASIC under the measure from State duties and taxes.
ASIC in respect of transferred liabilities. It also authorises the Clause 39: Relationship of Act with other laws
winding up and other expenses of SAOFS to be paid out of the Fund-his clause ensures that the transfers of assets and liabilities from

Any surplus in the Fund is to be distributed amongst buildingAFIC and SAOFS to APRA and ASIC may occur without resulting
societies, credit unions and friendly societies in proportionsn a breach of contract etc.

considered by the Minister to be fair. Clause 40: Regulations _ _
Clause 22: Credit Unions Contingency Fund A general regulation making power is provided.

This clause provides for the winding up of the Credit Unions SCHEDULE

Contingency Fund and the return of funds to contributing credit Related Amendments

unions. This will include distribution of certain funds to Northern ~ The Schedule contains amendments to various Acts resulting
Territory credit unions that have contributed to the fund under affrom—

agreement entered into under the Financial Institutions Code. - transferring financial institutions becoming companies under the
DIVISION 4—PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING SAOFS Corporations Lawand . . L L
Clause 23: Continuation and preservation of civil proceedings' the regulation of transferring building societies and credit unions
involving SAOFS as authorised deposit-taking institutions underBaeking Act
This clause provides that, from the transfer date, the State isto take Of the Commonwealth;and -
the place of SAOFS in relation to civil proceedings. - the regulation of transferring financial friendly societies under
Clause 24: Continuation of certain offence proceedings theLife Insurance Acof the Commonwealth.

This clause enables APRA or ASIC to continue to prosecute offenceEhe opportunity has also been taken to tidy up some out of date
in place of SAOFS where a prosecution has been commenced befdferences.

the transfer date. TheActs Interpretation Acis amended to insert definitions of
DIVISION 5—INEFORMATION MAY BE GIVEN ADI, bank, building society, credit union and friendly society for
BY SAFOS reference throughout the Statute book. ADI is a broad expression that
Clause 25: Giving of information encompasses banks, building societies and credit unions. The
This clause ensures that information obtained by SAOFS may b@XPressions bank holiday and bank (or banker's) cheque are retained
passed on to ASIC, APRA or the Minister. espite their wider application to ADIs. -
PART 5 The South Australian Office of Financial Supervision Ast
ENFORCEMENT BY APRA AND ASIC OF amended to provide for the winding up of SAOFS and the expiry of
REPEALED CODES the Act by proclamation once the winding up has been completed.

Clause 26: Conferral of enforcement powers on APRA and ASI nder the amendments, SAOFS' reporting obligations for the
Enforcement powers of AFIC and SA%FS relating to building 998-1999 financial year are extended to cover the period up to the

i b : iy ansfer date. SAOFS is also required to prepare reports for the
2?]‘3?&';3;5(’:”6“ unions and friendly societies are passed onto APREL yino o period (a period after the transfer date). SAOFS' assets

. i not covered by a transfer agreement are to be disposed of and any
8::322 ‘%g /Iéiﬁgggﬂ%gtﬁﬂi?g%ode rovisions proceeds paid into the Supervision Fund for distribution to building
: p societies, credit unions and friendly societies. Provisions are also

Clause 29: Friendly Societies Code provisions : T ; : e
Modifications are made to the general enforcement powers contain%ﬁlu‘jed for the finalisation of the Register of financial interests of

in the relevant codes for the purposes of enforcement by APRA o el?/e':r?/ rgfetrﬁabteésegirjsctjesrtta&‘ftﬁzpwr?igtegrsectlon 33 of the Actand the
ASIC. :
Clause 30: Conferral of functions and powers .
This clause formally confers functions and powers on APRA and M FOLEY  secured the adjournment of the debate.
ASIC for the purposes of this Part.
PART 6 FINANCIAL SECTOR (TRANSFER OF BUSINESS)
OTHER TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS BILL
Clause 31: Dormant accounts
Under this clause dormant accounts are reinstated as deposit gecond reading
accounts. On the transferring financial institution becoming a ’
company under th€orporations Lawthe matter of unclaimed . .
money will be able to be dealt with under the general law. The l—!on. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
Clause 32: Withdrawable shares in building societies Children’s Services and Training): | move:
In South Australia there is one building society with withdrawable  That this Bill be now read a second time.
shares. Under this clause on the transfer date the withdrawable Sha{%ek |eave to have the Second readlng explanatlon |nserted
will be converted into deposits and the shares cancelled. The clauﬂtﬁ Hansardwithout mv reading it
makes it clear that the holder of the deposit remains a member of t y g

building society. Leave granted.

Clause 33: Matters in relation to deregistered financial bodies  This Bill completes the package of legislation necessary to ensure
and societies ) ) . the transfer of regulatory responsibility for non-bank financial
This clause ensures that ASIC may act in relation to deregistere@stitutions and financial friendly societies to the Commonwealth.
financial bodies and societies in place of SAOFS. The Financial Institutions (South Australia) Code and Friendly

Clause 34: Mergers and transfers of engagements commencesbcieties (South Australia) Code contain provisions which enabled
under Financial Institutions (South Australia) Code building societies, credit unions and friendly societies to transfer, or
Clause 35: Mergers and transfers of engagements commenced undeaerge their financial businesses between themselves with the
Friendly Societies (South Australia) Code approval of the relevant regulator. The transfers or mergers permitted
These clauses allow mergers and transfers to be completed despitere either voluntary, or directed for prudential purposes. These
the repeal of the codes. provisions are to be repealed on transfer date.

Clause 36: Australian Financial Institutions Appeals Tribunal No equivalent scheme is available under the present Common-

The Tribunal was established under Queensland legislation. It willvealth regime. The State and Territory regulated entities, such as the
cease to exist on the transfer date by reason of the repeal of thagilding societies, credit unions and friendly societies, along with the
legislation. Commonwealth, State, and Territories, were keen to ensure that these

This clause brings proceedings before the Tribunal at the transferoups were not disadvantaged by the transfer. The Commonwealth
date to animmediate end. Orders that the Tribunal could have made of the view that some of these provisions were useful prudential
would be irrelevant under the new scheme. regulation tools.
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Consequently, Commonwealth, State and Territory Governmentaxpressed by the State’s financial institutions. It is therefore essential
have agreed to establish a modified transfer of business regime. Thiss Bill, like the Financial Sector Reform (South Australia) Bill
scheme is set out in the Commonwealffilsancial Sector (Transfer 1999is passed by this Parliament before 30 June 1999.
of Business) Bill 199and will apply to all deposit taking institutions | commend this Bill to the House.
and life insurance companies, treating all such entities equally. Explanation of Clauses

Due to Constitutional limitations, complementary legislation is_ Clause 1: Short title
required in all States and Territories to ensure that assets arihis clause is formal.
liabilities which are subject to the business being transferred pass Clause 2: Commencement ]
legally from the transferring institution to the receiving institution. The measure is to commence on the transfer date fixed by the
Hence all jurisdictions are required to pass legislation which give§&ommonwealth for the purposes of the national scheme.
effect to transfers of business conducted under the Commonwealth’s Clause 3: Interpretation
Bill. This clause incorporates definitions from the Commonwealth

The Financial Sector (Transfer of Business) Bill 198%hased ~Financial Sector (Transfer of Business) Act 1999
on model legislation developed by the States and Territories iIJr (Clause 4: Voluntary transfers .
consultation with the Commonwealth. It establishes a complemenLNis clause facilitates voluntary transfers of business under Part 3
tary framework to allow the transfer of financial business betweer?f the Commonwealth Act for ADIs and life insurance companies.
deposit taking institutions and friendly societies regulated by APRA (Clause 5: Compulsory transfers .
under theCommonwealth Life Insurance Agthere necessary for his clause facilitates compulsory transfers of business under Part
prudential purposes (compulsory transfers) or where approved f}0f the Commonwealth Act for ADIs and life insurance companies.
APRA (voluntary transfers), to proceed under the Commonwealth, Clause 6: Certificates evidencing operation of Act .
legislation. Clause 4 (voluntary transfers) and clause 5 (compulso%ﬁi”a'n officers of the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority
transfers) contain the necessary provisions to ensure transfers authorised to issue certificates evidencing transfers of business
business under the Commonwesalth legislation are effective in respedf'der the measure.

of any assets and liabilities held by either South Australian institu-_, .Clause 7: Registration or record of transfer
tions. or interstate institutions with assets or liabilities located inThis clause facilitates registration in this State of transfers of assets

South Australia evidenced by a certificate issued under the preceding clause.

Clause 7 of the Bill requires relevant State authorities, such as t ig lcaltgages'eféig%t('jsuttrlgr?safgrdstg?gﬁsiness under the measure from
Registrar General to register or record transactions affecting assedy, o g ties and taxes. However, in the case of a voluntary transfer
or liabilities, or documents relating to such transactions and, o f business the Treasurer may réquire a payment to be made based
application accompanied by a certificate issued by APRA, registe n an estimate of the duties and taxes that would otherwise have
or record the transfer or transfers on production of the appropriat een payable by a receiving body. This reflects the approach taken
certificate issued by APRA. Clause 8 of the Bill provides an exemps the Bank Mergers (South Austrélia) Act 1997
tion from State taxes and duties in respect of transfers under tH8 Clause 9: Reglationship of Act with other laws
Commonwealth and State legislation. However, subclause 3 is clause ensures that transfers of business under the measure may
clause 8 requires a receiving body to pay an amount determined tcur without resulting in a breach of contract etc
the Treasurer in lieu Ofdthﬁ forgone tgxes and dut_“e%. Lfnd_ezjt_hi Clause 10: Regulagt’ions .
provision, it is proposed that taxes, duties etc. will be levied in Clan : . .
respect of voluntary transfers but not compulsory transfers. A general regulation making power is provided.

Safeguards to ensure that voluntary transfers of business can only
occur in circumstances where the transfer is in the interest of policy
holders or depositors are contained in the Commonwealth Bill.

The passage of this Bill is essential to ensure South Australian ADJOURNMENT
financial institutions are placed on an equal footing to those ) )
institutions located interstate. Strong support for the inclusion of the At 11.51 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 3 June
transfer of business provisions as part of the reforms has beeat 10.30 a.m.

Mr FOLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.



