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more detailed advice on the earthquake risk for the east wing
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY and north wing of the museum and to make recommendations
of any upgrading required.
Thursday 10 June 1999 The committee was told that Wallbridge and Gilbert found
. the existing east wing building to be inadequate to resist a
10 'gge SPEA}éER (gkm' J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at major earthquake and recommended that a full earthquake
>0 a.m. andread prayers. upgrade be undertaken in the east wing. Further, the commit-
tee was advised that, although the north wing of the museum
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS represents a high seismic risk, it does not form part of the
"R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: current development project. Tha’g is true: we understand that.
_I'I_':e gon busi (b puty q I d) Vd i It should be noted that the two buildings can be separated for
at Government business be postponed and resumed on motiqa 1, hoses of the earthquake upgrade. Therefore, based on
For the information of the House, | advise that it looks astis advice, which was supported by both DAIS and the South
though the Electricity Corporations (Restructuring andauystralian Government Insurance Corporation, Cabinet has
Dlsposal) Bill will not be before us until at least after |UnCh,.approved a full earthquake upgrade to be undertaken as part
and it may even be late in the day. On agreement, thigf the project.

morning we have decided to go on with private members’  The committee was told that the existing exhibitions on

business and standing committee reports. the upper levels, which were previously not affected by the
Motion carried. redevelopment, will now have to be relocated and protected
in the meanwhile as the building is strengthened in the course
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: AUSTRALIAN of the work to be undertaken. There will also be a need for
ABORIGINAL CULTURE GALLERY some modifications to the design of the new exhibition to be

mounted in the museum. It should be noted that the projects
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move: about which | speak will have both a cost and time implica-
That the ninety-eighth report of the committee, on the Australiartion for the project. In particular, if the February 2000
Aboriginal Culture Gallery—status report, be noted. deadline is to be achieved, builders will need to work a six
The Aboriginal Culture Gallery project came before theday week and have unimpeded access to the site. As a result,
Public Works Committee in September 1998. The committeghe South Australian Museum was closed to the general
made areport to Parliament at that time, detailing a proposglublic during April. Signage has been erected facing North
to construct the gallery at the South Australian Museum at aerrace to advise members of the public about the Aboriginal
estimated cost of $13.59 million. What we agreed to andCulture Gallery and the museum redevelopment and opening
approved then was a proposal which provided for thelate.
renovation of both the ground and first floors of the eastwing  The other matter, which the committee was told required
of the South Australian Museum,; the construction of a nevthe closure of the museum, has presented an opportunity to
entrance structure south of the existing Whale Gallery, as jiroceed with other works which were outside the original
was, and that has now gone in the course of the work that hagope of the project, and they relate to fire protection, about
been undertaken; and we further agreed to and recommendg@ich the committee is anxious but not excessively disturbed
the relocation of the museum shop and cafe to the westeisecause it is not the most up to date but is seen as adequate.
side of the proposed new entrance. The previous project scope did not include the upgrading of
In March this year, as a result of questions we asked witlthe fire protection systems on the upper floors of the east
respect to earthquake strengthening in the building, Arts SAving. This upgrade will now also be undertaken, quite
advised the committee of a change in the scope of the worlsensibly, because it is efficient to do it while the museum is
to the original proposal for this development. That revisedinoccupied and whilst the area is cleared for the other
scope of works is very important and, in summary, does theonstruction work.
following things. The committee was told that EQE  The committee was also told that levels 2 and 3 of the east
International has undertaken a survey of Governmenting are not currently air-conditioned and had not been
buildings in or near the Adelaide central business district foincluded in the current tender submission. Air-conditioning,
the South Australian Government Insurance Corporationyhich will provide appropriate air quality for storage of the
which is the Government insurer or the underwriter of risk.collection and improve conditions for visitors and the people
That survey identified what the committee suspected whewho work there, will now also be undertaken. The committee
it made its inquiries that, whilst the east wing of the museunsees no problem with that.
is a moderate seismic risk, the north wing, which was notthe The committee is further told that the museum is now well
subject of the inquiry at the time we made our examinationsadvanced in its planning and the development of the exhibi-
is a high seismic risk, that is, the north wing is dangerous ition, with exhibition managers having identified the need for
we leave it there. an additional $414 000 to complete the exhibition. This cost
High seismic risk is defined as a building which may will be met from within the existing budget of the portfolio.
experience severe structural damage during a major earth- In summary, the additional investigations undertaken by
quake possibly leading to partial collapse and where projectefirts SA, which was prompted by the committee’s inquiry and
damage levels could represent a life-safety hazard during anitial report on the project into earthquake strengthening, has
following an earthquake. In its final report, EQE Internationalled to an expansion of the project scope to accommodate a
emphasised that detailed assessment would need to bignificant upgrade for this important heritage building. The
undertaken to confirm its evaluation and determine remediapact on the budget will now be $17 million, broken down
actions. As a consequence, in October, Wallbridge ands follows: the budget base—the original cost—was
Gilbert Consulting Engineers were engaged by the Depart13.5 million; the earthquake remediation will be a little over
ment of Administrative and Information Services to provide$1.5 million; the air-conditioning upgrade will be a little over
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$500 000; the fire systems upgrade will be $350 000; the cosWorks Committee after due consideration as to how the
to meet the completion date by working the extended hoursafety of the people’s money could be secured.
will be alittle over $700 000; and, the increase in exhibition  |n relation to the Playford school, we saw that the
costs will be just over $400 000, giving us a revised cost ofecommendations the committee made were proceeded with.
$17 million—$5 million more than previously assessed.| refer to the negotiations with the City of Playford. However,
Cabinet has approved all of the above changes to the projege still have recommendations outstanding relating to a
and approved the funding strategy required to meet thesgonsistent problem we identified when investigating this
additional costs. school, namely, the matter of car parking and drop-off areas
Notwithstanding the findings of the consultant that theclose to schools. Our report contained a recommendation on
north wing of the Museum represents a higher seismic riskhat matter for a ministerial review of the policy, which
it does not form part of the current redevelopment project. Agauses a problem not only for the Public Works Committee
the foregoing observation of the committee does not affedsut also, | am sure, for members of this House who have had
the estimated impact on the budget, and in anticipation of gepresentations on the issue. We are yet to hear the result of
further proposal or explanation to address these matters beifigat review.
made to the committee, nonetheless after examination of the There are other matters where decisions of this House in

written evidence we have received and pursuant to Segalation to the reference of matters to the Public Works
tion 12C of the Parliamentary Committees Act, we report tacommittee appear to have had no action taken on the part of
Parliament that it notes the change to the scope of the workSyecutive Government. These relate to the Flinders Power
for the Australian Aboriginal Culture Gallery project to the station upgrade, Memorial Drive, with the tennis club
South Australian Museum and commends it to the House. redevelopment, and a railway in the South-East. Fortunately

- . th ts of the Christies to Will Basin pipeline,
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): In rising to support this © broponen's ot fné .Irstes 1o Wiilinga Basin pipeline

: ) . . which went ahead without the approval or scrutiny of the
motion relating to the Australian Aboriginal Cu_lture Gallery Public Works Committee, are bringing that matter before the
I will make some remarks about the way in which the

: . . committee in July and we will have the opportunity to revie
available advice that can be offered by the Public Work ; n.uy wewit nav pportunity vIew

Svhether any matters of public interest should have been

Committee is not always taken. The only reason that we arg,cidered there.

considering this report is because our Presiding Member was People in Government are in a hurry to deliver. Thev are
very persistent in asking questions about earthquake reliabilj- P . Urry : y
ty. He does this on a regular basis and a number of PubligOt always as conscious of the public interest as those oflus
Service agencies are now aware of the fact that they hag nave to face the electorate on a daily basis. The Parlia-
better check out the seismic capacity of a building before the{/'SNt IS not in a position to look at matters of whether
come to the Public Works Committee recommending that if 2/ thduake provisions or any other matter of public interest
be upgraded. They have worked out that it is no good puttin as bgen cons!dered In major development WOI‘!(S. An expert
’ ommittee, which admittedly develops much of its expertise

on the bells and whistles and ignoring the value of the~. L .2 ; .
it goes along, is in a position to provide scrutiny on behalf

foundation. The only reason this message is getting aroun%fthe parliament and the people. | urge that members of
the public sector agencies is because our Presiding Memb . people. 9 .
ecutive Government, who have so far been slow in

has been extremely persistent and extremely knowledgeab - . L X
in relation to this matter. compliance with the decisions of this House, proceed to do

The result of this is that we will have a solid east wing,so immediately. | cannot fail to mention the important matter

together with a magnificent display of the Aboriginal of Pe_hcan Point Power Statlgn n thaF r_egard.
artefacts that this State holds in trust. It will be both economi-. With respect to the Australian Aborlg_lnal Culture Gﬂ”efyy
cally and culturally valuable, but if it were to be lost by a the Presiding Member has clearly outlined the benefits that

good shake we would all stand condemned. We still have t/ll @ccrue to the people of South Australia by taking the
look at the issue of the north wing and the upgrade of tha 7ct|on necessary to rectify the problems with the_earthquake
but at least we have secured the safety of the east wing. tolerance. Its unfortunate that the fact that this was not

It has been a matter of some regret to me as a member Spn3|dered earlier in the piece has resulted in an important
the Public Works Committee that some members of Execctlitural asset of the State being closed for a prolonged period.
utive Government do not seem to think they have any need For those agencies that are not preparing thoroughly, this
to be accountable to this instrument of the Parliament—th# an important message to remember. It is better to get it
Public Works Committee. During the brief time that | have ight before you come to the Public Works Committee than
been a member we have found the recommendation if¢ have to go away and do it afterwards. It is not possible to
relation to the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium completely ignoreéflentify how much additional cost the taxpayer has incurred
in terms of the recommendation that these building works nods @ result of this oversight. We might be able to be more
proceed as we Could not |dent|fy economic Just|f|cat|0n Wélear on that a ||tt|e Iater, but at the moment that matter Is not
took the precautionary path of indicating some actions thaglear. We cannot afford to waste time, money and cultural
should be taken in the event that the building works were t@nd tourism opportunities by oversights of this nature. |
proceed. We wish to at least ensure that the title of thé0mmend the report to the House.
stadium was secure. Motion carried.

At the moment the people of South Australia are investing
nearly $30 million into a property which belongs to the City PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: STRATHMONT
of Charles Sturt. There is no security preventing the City of CENTRE
Charles Sturt disposing of this asset to anyone it wants. |
thought | might have a go, if only | could raise more than ~Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move:
tuppence halfpenny, because there has been no action that weThat the ninety-ninth report of the committee, on the Strathmont
can identify to follow the recommendations of the PublicCentre redevelopment—aged care facility—interim report, be noted.
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This is an interim report on the proposed upgrade of théuture lines of inquiry and to attend as an expert witness at a
Strathmont Centre. The Department of Human Services haseeting of the Public Works Committee regarding the
referred to the Public Works Committee this proposal toproposed facility.
redevelop the Strathmont Centre at Oakden. The Strathmont The committee wants the House to note that this consul-
Centre was opened in March 1971 under the aegis of th&ncy, which was completed by 26 March, recommended
Intellectual Disability Services Council Incorporated for its against the proposed works. Consequently, the committee
day-to-day management. When you boil it all down, theimmediately requested the Department of Human Services to
proposed project will involve the construction of a newrespond to the recommendations contained in the consultancy
50 place aged care facility at the Strathmont Centre for peoplas a matter of urgency, because the members of the commit-
with intellectual disabilities on a greenfields site in Dumfriestee are compassionate and more than ever alert to the fact that
Avenue, Northfield, not far from the existing facility. The an uncomfortable winter for many of the people living in the
estimated cost of the proposed new construction iStrathmont Centre might otherwise be the result.
$4.35 million. The structural integrity of many of the buildings has
The Department of Human Services, in partnership witrclearly been breached to the extent that the conditions would
the Intellectual Disability Services Council, proposes tobe very cold and unpleasant. There are ill-fitting windows,
construct this aged care facility for 50 people to be readilycracks in masonry walls through which you could push your
accessible from the Strathmont Centre, as it stands, whidist without any problem, and similar inadequacies in sealing
meets current standards. This proposal is designed to providee outer building envelope against the discomforts so that the
a redeveloped service delivery model for the Strathmontesidents would suffer from the cold. However, the depart-
Centre which will address both aged care and disabilityment advised the committee that it would require at least
services; to enhance the provision of accommodatioi6 weeks to adequately address the recommendations
standards that will ensure that Commonwealth nursing homeontained in the consultant’s report to enable it to prepare an
licences are retained (otherwise they would be lost); and tappropriate response.
facilitate an accelerated winding down of the current We were amazed. Notwithstanding our amazement and
Strathmont Centre, which is structurally unsound. dismay at the length of time that would take, we accepted it
The committee looked at this proposal in November 199®ecause we had no choice. The department is scheduled to
having, first, taken evidence and inspected the site. Duringeappear before the committee on 11 August. With some
that process we became concerned about a number of issweaphasis, | point out on behalf of the committee that it cannot
relating to the proposed provision of an aged care facility fodeliberate one way or another on the efficacy of the proposed
people with intellectual disabilities because these people amgorks until the proponents respond to the recommendations
not only old but also have some impairment of mentalcontained in the consultant’s report.
capacity. It should be noted that a complete copy of the consultant’s
The first issue was whether such a facility was warrantedeport was sent to the proponents on 9 April. The committee
and at what level it should be provided. A plea was put to usiotes that the existing accommodation at the Strathmont
that it was most definitely warranted, but those people coul€entre, due to a variety of factors to which | alluded earlier,
not tell us how to define the categories. The second issue was of a poor standard and in urgent need of maintenance.
whether the provision of such services complied with theAccordingly, the committee states to the House that it sees
existing framework (that is, Commonwealth and Stateno lawful reason why, in the meantime, the department
disability legislation}—the committee was unable to becannot proceed with its basic essential maintenance program
satisfied on that point. The third issue was the fact that somso as to provide for the comfort of the residents. We are not
residents in the proposed facility would not be elderly.talking about a major rebuild of sections of wall—in the
Finally, it was felt that use would not be made of othermeantime, it could simply nail a piece of board over the wall
generic community services such as nursing homes, aged caned stuff the cavity with some suitable insulation material and
providers and community based accommodation. adopt a similar approach to stop leaks in the roof and
The committee points out that the proponents were eitharvherever else.
unable or unwilling to satisfactorily address the foregoing Accordingly, the committee finds that, pursuant to
issues during the course of its inquiries. Given these corsection 12C of the Parliamentary Committees Act, it is unable
cerns, the committee unanimously resolved in late Decembéo endorse the proposed works or lodge its final report to the
last year to engage the services of an expert independeRarliament until such time as the proponents provide to the
consultant to thoroughly evaluate the proposal and to help usommittee a response to the report of the consultancy which
with our deliberations on that information. With your has recommended against the proposal to construct a new
personal assent, Sir, in February 1999 we were able to engagged care facility at Strathmont.
that consultant, who was given the following terms of The committee trusts that members of the general public
reference: first, to provide an analysis of evidence presentagho have relatives living in Strathmont will understand our
to the Public Works Committee regarding the project;concern to ensure their comfort this winter. We hope they
secondly, to evaluate the proposed facility in relation towill also understand that there are many people in the wider
relevant existing legislation (both Commonwealth and State}ommunity who have identical disability conditions and
and in the context of the three stage accommodation developiental incapacity of one kind or another who are not living
ment plan proposed by the Intellectual Disability Servicesn Strathmont but who might like to be. Accordingly, we ask
Council; and, thirdly, to interview relevant parties, asthose people who are expressing impatience to understand
required, regarding the proposed facility. This should includeéhat our job is to ensure fairness and equity and that, more-
parents with adult children living at Strathmont and alsoover, the Parliament ought not be party to a proposal that
advocates for people with disabilities and elderly people withdiscriminates arbitrarily between people who are unable to
disabilities. Another term of reference was to make recomargue in support of fairness in respect of their needs. That is
mendations to the Public Works Committee regarding anyhe reason why the committee has taken this approach.
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When we understand what will be necessary, and thevas prepared to be flexible in the way it considered the
number of people to be accommodated over the ensuingoney it would provide in support of people with disabilities
decades as they unfold for the next 25 years or so, we will bin the community. This had not previously been known. The
able to come to an objective assessment of the need for andderstanding prior to the report was that there were bed
scope of the work and the adequacy of the facilities provideticences and that was that, but the Commonwealth has
to meet the needs of the wider community of South Australiandicated a preparedness to negotiate more flexible arrange-
regarding the small number amongst us who suffer suchents so that a wider range of people in the community who
unfortunate permanent disabilities but ought not suffer poohave disabilities can have their long-run needs attended to
quality of life in consequence. without the development of a facility which of itself shapes

the nature of care that will be available in the future.

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): There is widespread support ~ \We have no doubt that there will be some people for
in the committee for the course of action that has been takewhom a new type of institutional setting will be required, but
We recognise that what we have done is, to say the leaghere are many others who prefer to live in the community
unusual. The department came before us with a proposal fefose to their family members, and Strathmont is somewhat
the development of an aged care facility, and our inspectioglistant from Reynella and Morphett Vale: | had great trouble
of the site at Strathmont indicated that there is an urgent nedfhding it, as would many of the people in my area. | have
for works of some sort to be undertaken in relation to thejiscussed the issue with some of these people, and they are
residents the subject of this proposal. most concerned about the long-run provision of facilities

The facilities in which they currently reside are simply notbeing at Strathmont. They would prefer to see more cot-
suitable. They are outdated, in a poor state of maintenangage-style facilities throughout the community, more
and are not designed in accordance with modern concepts aécessible to a wide number of people.
care. So the fact that the Strathmont Centre was looking to So, the purpose of our tabling this interim report is to
provide improved accommodation for these clients is to b&nable the consultants’ report to be more widely available for
totally commended. However, we became aware of concergonsideration by those with an interest, both short and long
within the wider community about the solution that term, in the activities at Strathmont and in the best way the
Strathmont had arrived at. State can invest the small amount of money that it has

As the Presiding Member has mentioned, there are mamyvailable to meet the needs of people with severe and
people in the wider community with disabilities similar to multiple disabilities within our community.
those of the residents in the units at Strathmont. We have to It was somewhat alarming to receive the report and learn
consider their care and their future as well as those of ththat the consultants found that the proposed facility does not
residents. We are building a facility not to accommodatfit with the prevailing philosophies embedded in the legisla-
these people for just the next two to five years: we areion and standards for disability services; that it is designed
building a facility with an expected life of 25 years, and weto address the needs of a distinct group of residents who have
considered it incumbent on us to look at the best use of thageen institutionalised all their lives; and that it does not
facility over a long period of time. equate to the type of service model that other people with

We did not have the expertise within the committee todisabilities are expecting to be able to access when they begin
look at this important matter of social policy and legislativeto age. Further, they indicated that the view of some parents
compliance, so we sought your assistance, Mr Speaker, imas that the aged care facility was supported for this group
engaging a consultant, and we thank you for facilitating thabf residents but that it would not be appropriate for their own
study, because it was much needed to enable us to comertlatives when they began to age in the long term. They noted
grips with the complex issues involved in this important butthe incongruence of residents’ ages and the support levels
often disregarded area. The process of engaging consultamégjuired by the majority of people who, it is proposed, will
was itself not easy, and it did take us a little time to come ugmove into the new facility.
with a solution which we considered to be excellent in that  Also, they note that this is not the only option available to
we had not one consultant but four experts in the disabilitghis particular group of residents. They see it as a single,
area looking at the best solution and the way in which théongstanding option to provide high level aged care to people
need for improved accommodation could and would complywith one disability type which does not fit within the planned
with Federal and State disability legislation. continuum of aged care services for people with disabilities

While this process was proceeding, we were aware that theho are ageing. It would be established with the imagery and
relatives of those residing at Strathmont were becomingtigma of a purpose-built facility for people with one
increasingly concerned. They could see the urgency of thdisability type. They saw that there was an inadequacy of
need for improved accommodation for their relatives andconsultation throughout the development of the proposal and
were impatient with the delays. But we also had manyhat families and clients were not given adequate objective
representations from people in the wider community, not onlynformation with respect to alternative service models that are
people with disabilities themselves but those who were caringurrently available. They considered that community
for them at home or in the community and also those withintegration was not encouraged by the proposal. They saw a
responsibilities, both legislative and executive, to people witlyenuine fear within the disability sector that, if there are finite
disabilities. So we proceeded to pull together as much of ihumbers of licensed beds designated for people with disabili-
as we could and provide an opportunity for the widerties, and that a greater number require access to it, that there
community to comment on the consultants’ report. would be few alternatives available to them, particularly if

As the Presiding Member has indicated, we referred thaaccess to mainstream aged-care facilities is not available.
to the proponent agency. That agency took the matter They expressed a concern that there was a possibility of
seriously and asked for 16 weeks to consider the fullitigation in the future if a range of aged care options were not
implications of the report. The report did convey newopen to people with disabilities who are ageing. They
knowledge. It included an indication that the Commonwealttparticularly noted the willingness of the Commonwealth
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Department of Human Services and Health to look afishery has not assisted the management process and the
alternative funding arrangements for this group of clientscommittee therefore believes that this should be given high
They saw the willingness of both the Commonwealthpriority.
Government and the aged care sector to explore collaborative The pilchard fishery has been formally managed for only
pilots in the provision of services to people with disabilitiesa relatively short time, with the experimental fishery occur-
who are ageing. The committee welcomed that input from theing for three years between 1994 and 1996. As little was
aged care sector as well as the disability sector. known about the size of the pilchard stock, the annual quota
As aresult of tabling this report, a wide number of peoplewas initially set at 3 500 tonnes. This quota was divided
with concerns about the provision of facilities for people withequally between the 14 participants in the fishery, giving
disabilities who are ageing will be able to comment from theirthem 250 tonnes each. To gain a more accurate assessment
experience. of the size of the pilchard stock, the South Australian
Research and Development Institute (SARDI) began pilchard
Ms STEVENS secured the adjournment of the debate. egg surveys. This method is used in other parts of the world
to determine the quota for the following year.

ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND The egg survey results led to a decision to increase the
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: PILCHARDS annual quota and decisions regarding the allocation of this
additional quota aggravated the ongoing dispute within the

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | move: industry. This situation is well known. As a consequence of

_That the thirty-third report of the committee, on the pilchard taking evidence of these disputes, the committee believes that
fishery, be noted. the role of the pilchard fishery working group should be
The committee became interested in the pilchard fisherjimited to providing advice on the general management of the
during its inquiry into aquaculture in South Australia whenfishery rather than on quotas. In addition, and most import-
it learned about the importation of large numbers of frozerantly, the committee believes that any decisions about the
pilchards from places such as California, Japan and Perallocation of additional quota should be made by the Minister
These pilchards are mainly imported to feed the cageébr Primary Industries, and | cannot express that view
southern blue fin tuna being fattened for export markets. Thistrongly enough.
inquiry took place over a period of 12 months; 23 submis- However, the committee believes that the original 14
sions were received and 11 witnesses appeared before tpigchard fishers should be given priority in allocation of
committee during this time. The committee was prepared tadditional quota. The committee also believes that all
report to the Parliament on the pilchard fishery at the end gpilchard fishers should hold a pilchard fisher’s licence and
last year but the massive pilchard mortality event changeghould pay fees according to their quota allocation. The body
that expectation. of the report, in terms of the evidence taken, is quite strong
Subsequently, the committee decided to gather evidenda this matter and is also reflected, although not directly, in
on the causes and consequences of this fish Kill, the size tfe recommendations. Members who are interested in this
which has never been previously recorded anywhere in thearticular subject area need to read the body of the report to
world. The committee was particularly concerned about theeflect upon the evidence that was given to the committee.
occurrence of a second pilchard mortality event in South Any new participants in the fishery should abide by the
Australian waters only three years after a similar episode. Theame conditions and criteria as the existing participants. The
committee was pleased to see a national approach to themmittee endorses a conservative approach to setting the
second pilchard mortality event. The rapid formation of aannual pilchard quota because so little is known about the
joint pilchard scientific working group and its broad agendarole and importance of pilchards in the diet of other species,
addressing many aspects of the problem should achiewgich as penguins and dolphins.
results. Adequate funding for this work must be ongoingto  Mr Lewis: And humans.
gain satisfactory outcomes. Mr VENNING: And humans, as the member for
As aresult of its investigation into the pilchard mortalities, Hammond says, quite correctly. The committee recommends
the committee has concluded that the importation of pilchardeesearch into the biological aspects of the pilchard fishery and
should be phased out. That is quite a strong recommendatiointo the dependence of other species on pilchards for their
This, of course, would have to coincide with the availability dietary needs. The committee is concerned about the long-
of an alternative food source for the caged tuna. The commiterm future of the pilchard fishery and recommends the
tee is also aware that manufactured diets for the southern blievestigation of alternative markets. The committee recom-
fin tuna are currently being developed and the committeenends that the value adding opportunity should be actively
would also like to see commercial trials of the use of thesaought by the Department of Industry and Trade.
manufactured diets in the next tuna season in partnership with Mr Lewis: Hear, hear!
industry. Mr VENNING: | note again the support of the member
Mr Lewis: It is past time to do that. for Hammond. The different areas of this inquiry have
Mr VENNING: [|agree with the member for Hammond, stimulated considerable discussion within the committee.
absolutely. It has been talked about and | believe that w&his has led to 10 recommendations. The committee looks
should up the ante and bring it on rather than its beindorward to a positive response to those submissions. Certain-
delayed. In the meantime, appropriate quarantine measurbs | appreciate the cooperation extended to me by the
should be in place for the importation of pilchards to reduceMinisters involved, particularly the Minister for Primary
the risk to South Australian fishery resources. The Soutindustries, the Deputy Premier (Hon. Rob Kerin). | take this
Australian pilchard fishery is managed by the pilchard fisherppportunity to thank all those people who have contributed
working group, but the committee does not believe that thiso the inquiry, particularly the members of the committee.
group has been able to manage the fishery to the satisfacti@ur committee enjoys, in the most part, a very cooperative
of all stakeholders. The lack of a management plan for theffort and it is certainly a pleasure to be its Chair.
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| also thank the staff of our committee who worked hardshaped into the image of pilchards. So | think the pilchard
in putting this report together, particularly Mr Bill icon will be there for quite some time. These attractive
Sotiropoulos, who actually left the committee this week, asnobiles were made by a local artist, and maybe the Chair of
well as our research officer, Heather Hill. The matter ofthe committee might be interested in looking at them.
committee staffing has been a topic of discussion for some In relation to the inquiry, there was some joke about the
time—and | note the presence here of Chairs of othesecond pilchard kill. Many people said that it was all the fault
committees. As Chair of one of Parliament’s most seniobf Rex Hunt, that his habit of kissing fish had made sure that
statutory committees, | would like to put my feelings on thethe pilchards caught a herpes virus. Although there was much
record. Over the years we have been blessed with excellelaughter about that aspect of the pilchard kill, it brought home
staff. As these positions are not permanent, we often losgéne very serious problem that we had with our research,
those staff, usually within two years. Our committee investi-namely, that basically people did not know why those
gates complex and detailed subjects such as this one. Wheiichards had perished in two huge kills. As the Presiding
we start a complex subject area containing much detail whicMember has said, the second kill is recorded as the biggest
members have difficulty grappling with, our responsibilitieskill ever in the world, and we did not have a lot of informa-
sometimes wear heavily on our shoulders. On such occasiotisn regarding that. At the start our inquiry, withesses did not
we rely on staff to get it right, and we rely on researchhave very much information, so the actual pilchard inquiry
officers to do the work. When they are taken away whilst inevolved over the year. As | said, anything we wanted to know
the middle of a report—and some of our reports can last fouabout pilchards seemed to be at our disposal during that
or five months—it makes it very difficult. inquiry.

| was appointed as Chair of the committee three years ago, What it identified for me is that, unbeknown to me, there
and | have been on the committee for five years. We had are a lot of politics in fishing and there were many different
difficult period when we lost two excellent staff members.interest groups. The honourable member is laughing, and |
They were lost through the effluxion of time; they were notknow that in some electorates this would be very obvious to
offered permanency so we lost both of them. Our committeenembers. However, as a person who enjoyed fishing with her
went through 12 months of uncertainty when our performancéather, | did not realise the industry implications, the politics
could only be rated as ordinary. We went through a timen the tuna industry and the supply of food for tuna fish.
when we had to battle. We have now been blessed with good The other matter that became staggeringly obvious to me
staff. As Chair of the committee | believe that it is the during the inquiry was the lack of resources for research and
responsibility of the committee to offer positions for at leastdevelopment in the industry. | receive, as other members in
aterm of Parliament, that is, until the next election. Electionshis House probably do, pamphlets, magazines, media
certainly change things and, as presiding officers change smeleases and bulletins about the fishing industry, and | thank
too, perhaps the staff. those organisations for sending me information about what

I enjoy being on and am honoured to chair the ERDis happening in a very important industry in South Australia.
Committee. | have seen great disruption in the five years | Because of my interest, | was more attuned to the
have been on it. | have served the committee, and | hav@formation | had received against tuna farming. A lot of the
enjoyed my work there, especially since my appointment asnvironmental groups and Greenies, as we call them, had
Chairman three years ago. | commend members of thmade it their business to make sure that I, as a local Labor
committee. They enjoy their work on the committee. Imember of Parliament, was aware of the arguments that
appreciate the apolitical approach of members, and we amrganisations such as the Conservation Council would put up
blessed with having all Parties in this Parliament representeabout tuna fishing. The pilchard and aquaculture inquiries
on this committee. It is often a challenge to be in the Chairmade me aware of some of the other arguments that need to
but committee members make it reasonably easy. | thantie looked at, some of the other needs of the State with regard
them very much, and | would like to thank those who haveto industry development, and the need for further research
worked diligently to complete this report. into resources in this area—a very important area for South

Australia.

Ms KEY (Hanson): | support our Presiding Member's  The Presiding Member has summarised our recommenda-
comments both on the inquiry that we had into pilchards angions. The committee took a lot of time to work out how we
about resourcing of the committee. As the member fofyould present some of the information that we had received
Schubert has said, we enjoy a lot of cooperation on ougyer the past year, and how we would deal with the concerns
committee, and we have managed to achieve a number gfat had been raised by the many witnesses, and | must say
good reports with recommendations that are realistic, timelyhat some very passionate and fiery witnesses came before the
and also of use to Parliament. committee. The Environment, Resources and Development

In looking at the pilchard fishery inquiry, I have to confessCommittee has done its best to represent in a fair way the
that my knowledge of pilchards at the start of the inquiry washeeds of industry, and it was done on a consensual basis, |
really limited to what | had read about the pilchard kill in an might add, which | am proud of, as is the Presiding Member.
article inNew Scientist-coincidentally rather than deliber- | hope that Parliament and the Minister responsible will take
ately—and to minding other people’s cats from time to timenotice of our recommendations, and | look forward to the
as | do not have a cat of my own, when | noticed thatMinister's response to the carefully thought out and very
pilchards in aspic were particularly popular with cats. Thaldeliberate views that the committee has put forward. |
was about the extent of knowledge | had in this area. commend both the committee report and the recommenda-

As the Presiding Member has said, we have spent a ye@ibns to Parliament.
talking about pilchards, receiving information about pilchards
and actually following up on information to do with both ~ Mr LEWIS (Hammond): |do notintend to take a cheap
caged tuna and pilchards as a source of food. Yesterdayshot about the source of the virus and | do not think the
went into the Jam Factory, and | saw the mobiles that arenember for Hanson did either. Indeed, the reason why people
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made fun of it is that the source of the herpes type virus thatumbers. We would catch them and stuff them in cans and
caused the Kills to which this report addresses itself is nagell them for $1, or the equivalent in those days of a few
known: it is something that we as a community in Southshillings a kilo. In my judgment that was always improper.
Australia ought to address ourselves more effectively. It ist was excellent food but it was not popular although, because
worth millions upon tens of millions of dollars to this State it was so cheap, people bought it and ate it. Our family was
to get it right. There are other issues related to the presenome of those and we had a treat of tuna from a can once in a
of pilchards in our waters that members have alluded to in thevhile.
course of their remarks this morning, that is, the Presiding We ought to be feeding tuna a balanced ration rather than
Member of the committee and the member for Hanson. pilchards. If you feed a milking cow or a calf you are
However, | believe it is grossly irresponsible for us tofattening simply on the grass you saw it eating the day you
continue to exploit that species without understanding theliscovered it, as tuna fishermen saw the tuna feeding on the
epidemiology of this disease, which results in an almospilchards in the Great Australian Bight, and if you feed it on
complete wipe-out. Itis like a plague and it spreads methodinothing else, you are assuming that is all it eats. You are
cally through the waters in which the pilchard is endemic. ltwrong, because cows eat a variety of grasses and other foods
takes the population down to the point where it is almosthroughout the year. Feeding tuna on pilchards results in less
gone. It is like the other species that come and go in gredhan the best quality flesh growing on the fish and that means
numbers in other parts of the biosphere, such as quelea that it is of lower value. It does not have the range of vitamins
Africa (a bird), lemmings in the northern hemisphere or, moren it and, once you freeze it, you destroy some of the
familiar to all of us, mice, rats and rabbits. | do not suggesvitamins. That, too, contributes to the colour and quality of
that pilchards are rodents: they are members of the sardirtbe flesh. We need a balanced ration. The money that has
family, and they come and go according to these impactbeen spent has been inadequate and what has been spent has
upon them. Such species will be affected by the prevalengeroduced results that have been ignored.
of predators, the adequacy or otherwise of their food and the The tuna fishermen say, ‘We fed them on pilchards last
impact of this kind of disease. | say it is irresponsible toweek and they lived and grew, and we sold them and we
continue to exploit the fishery without attempting to discovermade money. Why would we change? There is a risk if we
in a very serious way the epidemiology of this virus, if thatchange that there might be some disease in the ration or there
is what it is. might be some adverse consequence for their bones, their
Itis understood to cause death but the vector of the viruflesh or whatever! Good science was used in the depart-
and why it happens is not understood. Because the fisheryisent’s work to research that but the tuna farmers still do not
worth so much money, in my judgment the way the licencesccept it. That is silly. | agree with the committee and its
are allocated ought to be changed to require the licenseesRresiding Member that the sooner they use a balanced ration
make a far greater contribution to the research necessary tioat contains all the essential vitamins that are lost when
ensure that the exploitation of the fishery is sustainable ipilchards are frozen anyway—and the pilchard is not the be
perpetuity. We are absolutely dopey if we think it is our rightall and end all of what tuna live on—and the sooner we
to take it just because it is there and to make no investigatioresearch it, the better.
of the consequences of doing so, or to make no investigation We will get more value for our money and then we can
of the biology of the species and the epidemiology of variousise the pilchards that are available to us, once we understand
types of its pathology. them, for human consumption because, after all, they are part
For the life of me, | cannot imagine why we do not stopof the sardine family and they are extremely valuable. The
issuing those licences in perpetuity, but have them tenuredvorld is short of protein of all kinds, particularly fish protein,
Itis the same as water licences, in my opinion: they ought tevhich is good for your brain and better for your arteries and
be issued for a term of, say, five or eight years and it oughgour heart. We ought not to be simply using them for feed
to be open to bidding, perhaps by tender, for each 100 tonnasock for another fish species. It is like feeding pigs on
or 1 000 tonnes, or whatever unit we want to use. | suggestrawberries, avocadoes, and witlof: we would have to be
100 tonnes in this case so that it is not too small as to benad. We give pigs a balanced ration, just as we give beef
insignificant and not too big as to prevent other players fronwhich we are fattening in beef lots a balanced ration and we
making a bid and entering the market. It ought to be for ajive dairy cows a balanced ration when they are in the bale
sufficient period of time to enable the capital to be returnedbeing milked, and we ought to be giving tuna a balanced
As it stands at the moment, the Government issues gation. It is primitive in the extreme to be using one species
licence for an annual fee that is really peanuts in relation téo feed another.
the profits that can be made from it. It is really a licence to  As the Presiding Member of another committee | want to
print money. The people who take that licence can walk ousupport the remarks made in the course of the proposition put
the door from the Government agency that gives it to themon behalf of the committee by the Presiding Member. |
then hold it up and offer it for sale at a huge capital gain, andbelieve that we need a meeting with you, Sir, to discuss
they have done nothing except to go before the issuingatters relating to how our staff are recruited and appointed
authority. | agree with the Presiding Member and theto work with the various committees of the Parliament and
committee when they say that the manner in which thether matters. This is an important part of the Parliament. It
licences are issued needs to be changed, and changed quicklges not serve the interest of the Parties necessarily either
The authority that issues them ought to be revisited, and/ay, but it is most important in the public interest. Parliament
certainly it has to be the Minister who finally has thatitself has a responsibility and it is only through the Parliament
responsibility. that the imprimatur of appropriate authority can be given to
I now refer to the practice of using that single species td&xecutive Government if there is to be confidence in the
feed tuna. We discovered bluefin tuna 50 years ago aswider public mind about the decisions taken by Executive
commercial species when tlir Tuna and theTarcoma  Government—that they are within the framework of account-
began fishing out of Port Lincoln: the tuna were there in largeble democracy. | support strongly the remarks made by the
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member for Hanson and the committee’s Presiding Membesome of them are probably toxic—they certainly contain

about that. nutrients. Secondly, it compounds the problem, because once
Motion carried. those materials reach the sea they will cause damage, as they
have done up and down our coastline, such as the Noarlunga
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: MOTOROLA reef sediments, and such as the effects closer to our foreshore
. . . in Adelaide along the older western suburbs, where ribbon
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis: grass, as part of the seagrass meadow, has been wiped out

That the ninety-seventh report of the committee, on Motorolaover large areas. We have to do better, and the committee is
Stage 3—extension to software centre—Technology Park, be notefhoking at ways in which we can do better.
(Continued from 2 June. Page 1564.) Instead of just relying upon hard concrete paving to carry
the water away as quickly as possible, and create problems
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The time had expired on the downstream such as flooding and the kind of problems we
last occasion we were considering this matter. | had pointelave had in the Patawalonga, we believe that we ought to be
out to the House that there are to be around about 25 to 4sing things such as inverted ridge cap tile type design
people undertaking study and training in the first full year anderbing, which has cleats and holes in it that will enable the
25 people a year thereafter in the software applicationg/ater to soak into the ground where it has fallen and not run
professions and work. In addition, the committee also notedway and create a problem elsewhere. Not only will this stop
that, in an effort to further assist the development of highthe rate of runoff, enabling sedimentation to ocusitu
technology as part of the work force in South Australia,(where the water falls), but it will also keep the underground
Motorola staff members have become actively involved as gurface water table replenished, so that we can grow appropri-
deliberate policy in the advanced technology advisory boardate species in situations nearby—and by ‘nearby’ | do not
within the universities here. They have arranged for overseagean so close as to destroy the kerbing once the plants get a
technologists to also assist the universities in defining theilittle bigger, with the heaving that their roots will cause. The
direction on future technology subjects. committee draws all these matters to the attention of the
That does not mean that we are not up to the mark in thoSdouse.
areas where we are currently involved; it just means that we
accept the fact that itis a good idea to keep in touch with the  Ms THOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
rest of the world and to make sure that our courses are ahead
of, or at least equal to, the best of the rest of the world. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: ADELAIDE
Moreover, the committee considers that Motorola’s commit- FESTIVAL CENTRE
ment to expand this level of involvement in education,
training and research in the general field of information Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis:
technology and telecommunications can be expected to That the ninety-third report of the committee, on the Adelaide
provide considerable ongoing benefits to the South AustraliaRestival Centre upgrade—Stage 2—asbestos management/removal—
community. It is a new industry, and one that will fit in with irconditioning, be noted.
our claims, quite properly made, to be a smart society— (Continued from 26 May. Page 1411.)
indeed, a smart State; a clever part of a clever country.
The committee is pleased to note that the landscaping of Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): When | last spoke on this
the proposed works includes the incorporation of naturamatter, | pointed to the dangerous properties of asbestos and
swales for the disposal of surface run off water from pave¢ommended the persistence of those who have ensured that
areas. This will reduce the incidence of suspended solidgye take the matter seriously but without panic. Over the
wherever possible, getting into the open stormwater drainag@any years of its existence, the Adelaide Festival Centre has
system prior to it leaving the ground upon which it falls. Thatnot ignored the problem of asbestos. During the 1980s it
water, of course, feeds into the Mawson Lakes developmentindertook a comprehensive program of identification and
and the less sediment those lakes receive from run off, th@moval of asbestos, where appropriate, and placed the rest
better. The committee made a particular point of addressingf the known asbestos on a register. The fact that, in 1998 and
this apparently insignificant, incidental issue, because we sdé99, we discover that there is still a serious problem has two
a very important wider application of such principles in urbancauses, in my view. One is that technology has been devel-
design that are not addressed by a householder, who looks foped that now enables us to look in places such as air-
what is inside the walls and in the immediately surroundingconditioning ducts, where previously we were not able to do
garden area, perhaps. They are not addressed, either, by 8t
buyer, the builder or the owner of a large office building, However, the other, more serious, problem relates to
because large office buildings are owned by people who warccountability of consultants and contractors. Consultants
to get tenants in them or put their own staff in them and usavere engaged during the 1980s to identify the asbestos in the
them for that purpose. They are not addressed, either, by locAbelaide Festival Centre, and contractors were engaged to
government, whose duty it is to simply connect the stormyemove it safely, without disturbing anything that was not
water drains to get rid of run off water. We have alwaysnecessary and without exposing the workers and the public
treated the run off water as a nuisance because it formed any risk as a result of their removal activities.
puddles and potholes. However, when the latest asbestos audit was undertaken,
In drawing attention to this fact, the committee is sayingasbestos was identified in such seemingly obvious places as
that it is not good enough to treat stormwater—heavythe below stage level electrical workshop; below stage level
downpours of rain—as a problem, when it could be treatedift machine room; the stage area downpipes; the void below
as a resource and, more particularly, to use a conventionttie first balcony; the distribution board no. 8 cupboard on the
engineering or technological fix, because that merely passéisst balcony; and many more, all these places being seeming-
a problem further on down the line. The sediments are therdy easily accessible to anyone searching for asbestos and not
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reliant on modern technology with cameras creeping arounthe work subsequently undertaken. With those remarks about
corners to see what was there. The fact that previous consuhe need to ensure accountability, | indicate my support for
tants and contractors did not identify this severe problemthe urgent work that was involved in the removal of asbestos
which has left a potential risk to workers and patrons androm Adelaide Festival Centre. It is proceeding now and |
which has caused us now to come up with considerable fundgve not heard anything that indicates there are problems, so
to address, is a matter of serious concern to me. we expect that all is going smoothly.
Itis especially of concern at a time when we are increas-
ingly using consultants and contractors to undertake work Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth):l wish to add my support for
previously done by our own experts on our own staff in thethe committee’s report. As has been said previously, the
Public Service, who are accountable for their actions. It ifdelaide Festival Centre, a building of the early 1970s,
frequently said that public servants just stay there forevesuffered under the practice that was standard at that time in
with no accountability, but the 30 years of my experiencegelation to the extensive use of asbestos throughout its
indicates that this is simply not true. The best that happens tonstruction. As the member for Reynell noted, in the late
you is that you do not get promoted and that you remain id980s an asbestos removal program was initiated, and this
whatever position you held for the rest of a long career. removed a quantity of friable asbestos from the building.
An honourable member interjecting: According to the law, a register of residual asbestos was
The SPEAKER: Order! Minister, | know you are on the created, and it was not until September 1997 when the stage 1
telephone, but your voice is dominating the whole House. upgrade of the master plan was being undertaken that
Ms THOMPSON: This punishment of staying where you unregistered asbestos was found. The comments of the
are forever is something widely recognised in the Publianember for Reynell in relation to the consultants’ reports that
Service and something that the Minister in his previousseemingly missed these extra deposits of asbestos are worth
position as a public servant | am sure was not at all seekingonsidering, since it is a concern that this happened. How-
he, like most other public servants, would have soughever, we were faced with the fact that more asbestos was
promotion. The fact that he chose to get that promotioriound and it was dangerous for it to remain there, and it
outside the Public Service is not unusual, but if you areneeded to be removed as quickly as possible.
looking for a Public Service career you will be very careful  In relation to this program the risk management issues
about the advice that you give. Contractors and consultanwere interesting, because they involved three major catego-
have their reputation to maintain and, therefore, want to givéies of risk. First, there was the risk to the community, the
good advice. However, the problem that we face now is thaperformers and the staff of the Adelaide Festival Centre
they are usually not around by the time some of the deficierbecause of the health issues surrounding asbestos. It was
cies in their advice are identified, although sometimes thepointed out to the committee that there are three main areas
are. of concern to health from exposure to asbestos. They are,
On the Public Works Committee we are beginning to sedirst, asbestosis, which is generally not a risk from low level
instances where the agencies seem to be less than satisfigzn-occupational exposures; secondly, lung cancer, where the
with the work undertaken by consultants but do not feel agisk is much greater in smokers (asbestos exposure and
though they are in a position to do anything about it. | hopesmoking are synergistic and, in combination, the risk of lung
that situation changes fairly soon, because we are spendiggncer is increased significantly); and, finally, mesothelioma,
a lot of money on consultants and contractors and we wanthich is the disease of mostimportance in the context of the
to get better advice from them than that which was obtaineédelaide Festival Centre Trust.
in relation to the asbestos in the Adelaide Festival Centre. We As members may know, mesothelioma is a highly
must look at the issues of long-run accountability of consulmalignant tumour affecting the lining of the chest wall, which
tants and contractors. It is very easy now, with the fluidity inis usually fatal within two years of diagnosis. The only
the consultants market and their ability (even if they were&known cause of this disease is asbestos exposure and, most
operating still) to assume another identity, so the cost ofoncerning of all in terms of the committee’s work on this
accountability is extremely high and Governments areproject, while the frequency of exposure increases the risk it
therefore not willing to take this on. But we cannot allow thatis believed that mesothelioma may result from a single
situation to continue. We must develop processes for makingxposure to asbestos. Evidence was given to us that the trust
consultants accountable in the short run and in the long rumvas meeting all its legislative requirements for air monitoring
We must develop evaluation processes and look at whatf asbestos fibres and that to date, when we were given the
is happening in other States of Australia to see how they arevidence, no airborne asbestos fibres had been detected.
managing the issue of contracting out of GovernmenHowever, it was very clear that this was not a situation that
services. At the moment there is no evidence that we arghould be allowed to linger any longer than necessary.
doing this, and | express my deep concern over this matter of The second category of risk was financial risk. During the
Government probity. However, in relation to the Adelaideevidence we were told that asbestos in the air-conditioning
Festival Centre, we hope that the asbestos issue can now @hects increased the risk of unscheduled closures of the
put to rest and that all the asbestos has now been identifieBestival Theatre if airborne asbestos were to be detected. That
We have what appears to be very complete documentation byas quite a significant effect. The potential revenue loss is
the current consultants, and the committee insisted on seeiigieresting to consider. If the centre had been closed for one
much more of that documentation than was originally offeredpnight, the potential revenue loss was $63 968; if it was closed
in order to satisfy ourselves further about the adequacy of thier a week, it was $383 808; and if it was closed for six
report. weeks, it was $2 302 848.
But we are not always in a position to know, and we  Mr Lewis: Quite a jump.
require people with more relevant expertise to be able to Ms STEVENS: Yes. In addition, there would be a loss of
make these judgments, to ensure that all the taxpayers’ monegr parking, catering and other revenues and, further, the
is being spent effectively, both on consultants’ reports and orevenue of the State Theatre Company might be affected.
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Whilst the foregoing figures represent a loss of revenue, thieave been done. It is a shame that, regardless of which
centre would need to keep paying permanent staff and oth&overnment is in power and regardless of who is the Minister
contracts in the event of closure. That was a significantesponsible, we have to rely on the hard work of a number of
category of risk, as well. trade union people, particularly Jack Watkins, to make sure
The third category was legal risk. The Adelaide Festivathat these issues are addressed.
Centre leases its venue to a range of companies, including
commercial promoters and presenters. Any company MrLEWIS (Hammond): | thank members for their
suffering a loss in revenue as a result of changes to venu@ntribution and the acknowledgments that have been given
availability or public and staff safety may seek to recover thamost recently by the member for Hanson of the work that was
revenue direct from the Adelaide Festival Centre and thelone by Jack Watkins. Regardless of what anybody might
Government. It was a serious situation that had healttthink of Jack’s style, no-one can doubt his sincerity and,
financial and legal aspects to it, in terms of the risk, and iequally, his willingness to ferret out facts. Pursuing an issue
needed to be fixed immediately and it needed to fit in with thavith passion and arguing eloquently for the position one takes
very busy schedule of the Adelaide Festival Theatre. does not necessarily mean that one is right but, in Jack’s case,
| pay tribute to those in our community whose job it is to he always sought to discover any scientific evidence at all
be the watchdogs on asbestos. | mention Mr Jack Watkins ifat would point to the truth of the problem as he saw it, and
particular, a member of the Government’s Asbestos Advisoryi€ would not deny on the other side of the argument anything
Committee. | would say that Jack is the most ferocioughat was advanced to the contrary view. He would always
watchdog on asbestos that | have come across, and | cogeek to answer that, and | respect him for that. On such
gratulate him on that because it is something on which we camatters of controversy, we all need to remember that it is not
never relax our guard. | understand that, following thelusta matter of what we want to believe thatis important but
report’s tabling on 25 March 1999, the project commencedvhether or notitis backed up by factual information, that s,
immediately we gave approval. | also understand that aNvhether our opinions are based on good science.
major works have now been completed and that only some In concluding the debate on this matter, | again draw
minor works remain. We can be sure that, at least to thi@ttention to the structural soundness or otherwise of the car
point, we have got on top of this and we have a safe theatreark, which was the last subject of the committee’s report.
for patrons, performers and staff. Even though the Department of Administrative and Informa-
tion Services and the CEO of the Adelaide Festival Centre
Ms KEY (Hanson): | speak on this motion because | Trust have said that there is nothing to worry about and
believe that the Public Works Committee has done amothing wrong, what we seek is for the Minister to stand up
excellent job in this inquiry and | congratulate its membersand say that it is absolutely safe, or not safe. When | go in
for proceeding with a very difficult issue. There are twothere with a torch and | look at the concrete, | see the
points that | would like to raise. On 16 March | asked theappearance of salts that are being dislodged by the movement
Minister for Government Enterprises, who is responsible foiof water through the cracks in the concrete and | see stains
this area, whether there is a register of State owned or leasegpearing in that cracked surface which are stains of rust—
buildings that contain asbestos and, if so, whether he woulion oxide—that is obviously coming from reinforcing beams
be able to provide a copy. | also asked him what the asbestegthin the concrete.
removal estimates are for 1999-2000 and 2000-1, and which If that is happening, then some deterioration is occurring
buildings are affected. Although those questions were askedithin the concrete, and the fact that shards are flaking off
on 16 March, | have still not received a response from thehat concrete tells me that there are pressures inside it which
Minister. are greater than its ability to withstand those pressures. The
Questions have also been asked in the other place aboedncrete is giving away in some measure. The Minister must
workers who might have been exposed to asbestos througlatisfy all of us that we are not simply ignoring a problem
their work and, in particular, | refer to all the depots and thethat we hope will go away and that indeed there is no
main office of the Electricity Trust of South Australia. Again, problem, and that the Minister is prepared to put his imprima-
I do not believe that that question has been answeretlir on such a statement. | know that, if the Minister cannot
adequately or that any attempt has been made to look at thésid will not do that, something is wrong.
serious issue, given that Parliament is discussing the future Motion carried.
of ETSA and the State’s power supply. | raise those issues
because they are relevant to today’s debate. CONSTITUTION (CITIZENSHIP) AMENDMENT
It is admirable that the Public Works Committee looked BILL
at the Adelaide Festival Centre, but | do not believe that ) ) )
Parliament has adequately addressed the call from the Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Atkinson:
asbestos committee and, in particular, the hard working Jack That the second reading of the Constitution (Citizenship)
Watking and John Keeley who are members o that commiriTATent B b fesened oung e U Biben e smendiet
te_e,_W|th _resp_ect to_elther of those_publlc areas. So lurge t ouncil and failing to gain the concurrence o%/an absolute?najority
Minister, if he is serious about this issue—and he tells us thaj the whole number of the members of the House on its second
he believes in occupational health and safety and preventioreading on Thursday, 4 March 1999, as required by section 8 of the
and | believe that he does hold those very strong views—t&onstitution Act 1934.
come up with the goods on the whole issue of asbestos. (Continued from 3 June. Page 1609.)
Quite frankly, having worked with Jack Watkins for a
number of years at the Trades and Labor Council, | know Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Thank you, Mr Speaker.
that, if it were not for him and the people on the Asbestos Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Advisory Committee, we would probably have very little  Mr SCALZI: |do not have to read out anybody’s notes.
information about asbestos in this State and very little wouldAs | was concluding in the debate previously, this is not an
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issue about the make-up with respect to the constitution Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | supportthe motion and | have
because, if it were, the member for Spence would have a caggarticular comments to make about some of the legal
It does not refer to the make-up of the House in this Chambegrecedents on this matter. Members are here to debate
or another place. In reality, the ‘constitution’ is referred to inwhether or not an absolute majority is required to pass the
the general sense and, as such, | respect the rulings of theember for Hartley’s Bill amending the constitution. The Bill
Speaker and the President in another place that the membgas passed by this House but not by an absolute majority of
for Spence has no case. | would urge all members to oppo$s members. Section 8 of the Constitution Act of South
the motion. Australia requires that an absolute majority be obtained if the
As | stated in my last contribution, the Bill was legitimate- constitution of the House of Assembly is to be altered.
ly voted on in its first, second and third reading stages in this  Of course, that refers to ‘constitution’ in lower case, that
place, and itis now before the other Chamber. In referring tds, it refers to the composition of the House of Assembly. |
the Constitution (Citizenship) Amendment Bill, because it isrefer to a very good example of an attempt to alter the
important to refer to that, the argument supported by th€omposition of a House of Parliament in England in 1641. It
member for Spence in this House was lost. The politicals a particularly good example because it has all the character-
debate has been settled. The community knows that it hastics of the measure being brought to us by the member for
passed through this House, and the member for Spence chiartley. Members will recall, as a matter of English history,
go on as much as he wishes, but the reality is that he is beirthat there were—
mischievous. Mr Lewis: | was not there.
This is not a Barton Road. Yet the member for Spence, in Mr HANNA: [ think only the member for Hammond was
his usual manner, is trying to turn this into a Barton Roadthere but the rest of us in this place are more recent.
Well, what is at stake is not the fancy opening of aroad as the Members interjecting:
member for Spence would wish, but it is the endangering of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
the cohesiveness of the multicultural community. The MrHANNA: The House of Commons then had a
member for Spence can write to as many constituents as ti@ajority who were opposed to King Charles I. Among the
wishes—and he has a letter addressed to the Greeks, tfepporters of King Charles | were the bishops, generally
Polish, and the Viethamese, which starts off, for examplespeaking, of the established Church of England. It so
‘Polish born discriminated against’, but the Polish born dohappened that, after a fairly prolific appointment of peers by
not know that there is a similar letter to the Greeks, thelames | and his successor Charles | in the first half of the
Croatians and so on. seventeenth century, there were about 120 members of the
The member for Spence has really gone down to the guttéiouse of Lords at the relevant time, 24 of whom were
on this issue. To address members of the Australian Croatigshops and two of whom were archbishops. To minimise the

community and stir them up is really not in the best interestdnfluence of the King in the House of Lords, the House of
of the cohesiveness of this community. Commons passed a Bill which said that bishops had no right

Mr Atkinson interjecting: to sit in the House of Lords.

Mr SCALZI: No, I did notintroduce this Bill in my best ?U'Fe swfntp))'ly,h the Hou§et Ofd %OTm?tnS ”?'”bfcl)r the f
interest: | introduced it because | believed in it. It is consisSXC!USION Of DISNOPS was intended 1o alter the balance o

tent with the Federal position and it is consistent with"Umbers in the House of Lords. In other words, a particular
multiculturalism class of people were singled out as being incapable of holding
MrATKINSO.N' On a point of order, Sir, the motion their seats or of obtaining seats in a Chamber of Parliament,

before the House is about recision. The member for Hartleand that is what Mr Scalzi's Bill does. That is what the
: riousel utrecision. The me . nember for Hartley seeks to do by introducing this Bill. He
is addressing the substance of the principal Bill, not th

motion, which is one of recision. %ays that if you come from another country and you hold a

) . passport from another country, or even if you are citizen by
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | regret that the Chair was not v e of your parents or grandparents, you will not be able

taking note of what the member was saying. | would ask the, 51e your seat in this House unless you have taken certain

member to take into consideration the point that has beegoteIOS to relinquish your citizenship from another country—

raised. not unless you have renounced your connection with the
Mr SCALZI: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. As | was country of your ancestors.
saying earlier, it does not refer to the constitution in the | can teli the member for Hartley that that is very offensive
make-up sense, and therefore the honourable membegs many people who come to this country and who are proud
motion should be opposed. Australians, yet are also proud of their heritage from an Asian
Ms Hurley: Make-up? country, from Greece, ltaly or Ireland. In addition, many
Mr SCALZI: Make-up of the constitution, for the benefit people are citizens of the country of their ancestors by virtue
of the Deputy Leader. In conclusion, on 5 May 1994, withof that country’s laws, yet these people are not even familiar
respect to this very clause that my Bill restores, the membagith the intricacies of the citizenship laws of those count-
for Spence did not call for an absolute majority. It is quiteries—countries in which they may have never lived, countries
hypocritical that, now it affects the Leader of the Oppositionwhich they may never have visited. And so people may be
and a few other members, all of a sudden the Constitution Agkjected from coming into this place, the Parliament of South
comes into play, and unfortunately they have misinterpretegiustralia, by virtue only of a foreign law of which they may
the meaning of the Constitution Act. Voltaire said, ‘National- have no knowledge, and that is utterly unjust. It is undemo-
ism is the last refuge of a scoundrel. | believe that thecratic and it is an insult to the people who have come to make
campaign by the member for Spence is not in the interests @ip Australia from other countries, and | include English
true multiculturalism. people as well as people from—
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of
member’s time has expired. order. The member for Hammond.



1656 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 10 June 1999

Mr LEWIS: The honourable member is now canvassingParliament. It allowed one particular member to have an
material which the Opposition, just a few minutes agooffice of profit under the Crown.
claimed was not part of the proposition before the House but | have to draw to a close because | have a limit placed on
addressing the substance of the original debate in the Bill. iiny time. | want to cite another example which | believe is
we are to be consistent about that, the honourable membanalogous to the Bill introduced by the member for Hartley.
needs to come back to whether or not it is appropriate tQvhat if the Liberal Party thought that it could gain electoral
rescind. advantage by introducing a Bill which said that people who

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | ask the honourable attended public schools instead of private schools could not
member to come back to the point and | provide the samsit in Parliament? The Liberal Party might have the numbers
advice as | did at the time when the member for Spenc this Parliament or the next, and it certainly would have had
brought the same point of order. the numbers in the last Parliament, with the Democrats

Mr HANNA: | understand your ruling, Sir, and | will agreement, to pass such a Bill. If the member for Hartley
continue. The best description | could find of the Exclusionyould suggest that such a Bill is not impacting upon the
of Bishops Bill was in a book by Gardiner entitlédll of the  composition of the House, then he is just kidding himself and
Monarchy of Charles,land the member for Hartley can read he is being dishonest, if that is what he would do in that
page 278 in Volume 2 at his leisure. Clearly, the objection tasituation.
the Exclusion of Bishops Bill was based on the fact that it pr SCALZI: Irise ona point of order, Sir. | take offence

affected the constitution of the House of Lords. | am notat the words ‘being dishonest'. I had no such intention and |
talking about the constitution written down on a bit of paper:ask the honourable member to withdraw.

I am talking about the composition of the House of Lords.  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
That is what it did, and it was offensive. History shows thaty qer.

the Bill was eyentually Pass‘?d aﬁgr armed forces_ ha Mr HANNA: Such a Bill could be introduced but, given
preyented the bishops fr(.)m taking their seats properly in thﬁ1e varied background of members here, it is much less likely
Parliament. Let us hope it does not come to that here. we would have gone to private schools than members

| also refer to a couple of key Australian cases. In anothe - : :
) pposite. Perhaps members opposite could reintroduce
place the member for Spence, the shadow Attorney-Gener roperty qualifications and say that only rich people can be

m%z:jeﬂtc\év't\t‘v;%i;ie(jr{#;[f?r'{eml_'ainﬂeég’zr?gi??nerlgglhi lected to Parliament. | know for a fact that it will benefit
P P . . g . ; embers opposite more than it will benefit the Opposition.
Western Australia v Wilsmorrectly contradicted the point o, " oh65als would be altering the constitution of the
gﬁg'?[ vnv]:gl\a/ebry tl:‘r?f;?re(;?gﬁ;forjﬁﬁqﬁg'(;ﬂg ISI g(';t go\t/gruﬁouses of Parliament. They would be undemocratic and bad

; y Wy p ' Yor our society. This Bill is no different, except that it applies
senior lawyer, to condemn and insult the member for SPenGe’ o smaller class of people—not singular—that is, those

the proposition which the member in another place said it di(c)fBGOIOIe who have come from other countries and who are
prop P either ignorant of or otherwise have not renounced their

cus-l;ggt C_?ﬁg ég\?ﬁglrﬁinh{lgnggﬁ lersﬁrg?;hi%t?r?%iégp oud connection with the country of their ancestors. That
Y. §{)ells out the iniquity of this Bill. It should be rescinded,

its Electoral Act to disqualify people in detention from voting : .
and from being elected to Parliament. The Bill was not passeaeig%ﬁ aenl]tbt:;s not been properly, constitutionally passed by
by an absolute majority. The Western Australian Constitution ’
had a similar provision to our Constitution Act, which
required an absolute majority to approve any change in th
constitution of a House of Parliament. That case was decid t stray from the subject matter of the debate to any greater
very simply on the basis that the amending legislatio

X > <.~ "degree than other speakers have. Accordingly, in the first
amended the Electoral Act. It did not amend the ConSt'tUt'oni’nstance, | point out that the problem that the speakers

end of story. No argument. No question about it. That was tthupporting the proposition to rescind really have is that they

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): At the outset let me assure you,
r Deputy Speaker, and the rest of the Chamber that | will

unanimous decision of seven justices of the High Court o o not understand the difference between a capital ‘C’ and a
Australia. Indeeq, Justice Murphy spepﬁg:ally said that.he (.j' ittle ‘c’. The capital ‘C’ for constitution, referring to that
not need to decide whether the constitution of the Legislative -, ot~ '

Assembly or the Legislative Council of Western Australia Mr Atkinson: The Act!

was affected at all. . .
Mr LEWIS: —and the capital ‘A" for Act is different

I refer to the judgment of Justice Wilson who made some ; , .
remarks—they were beside the point, but nonetheless HEPM those things people do either decently or indecently,

made remarks—to the effect that the amending legislatio}Nich is a little ‘a’ or any other form. Whilst in the first
would not have affected the constitution of the Houses of?Stance the member for Mitchell has referre@tgdesdale

Parliament. Justice Wilson relied on the cas€bfdesdale V Hughesn the High Court, he has put the wrong spin on the
v Hughes(1934), which involved three High Court justices. 2utcome of that matter, perhaps albeit conscientiously
That was a very different case. Legislation was introduced t§€/i€ving that it supports his case: he is mistaken and
amend the constitution in that case to allow a member ofc@pable of sufficient logic to understand that he is mistaken.
Parliament to sit on the Lotteries Commission. Mr Atkinson: That's irrelevant.

In a sense, it expanded the rights of members of Parlia- Mr LEWIS: It is not really irrelevant. The constitution
ment, whereas this Bill, just like the Exclusion of Bishopsof the House deals with such matters as the number of
Bill, seeks to disqualify members of Parliament and seeks tovembers and their term of office. An attempt to reintroduce
disqualify citizens from being elected to Parliament. So thigany sort of qualification would affect the constitution of the
Bill is a minimising Bill. The Bill dealt with inClydesdale House, where they are citizens. But in this instance—

v Hughesin a sense, gave an additional right to members of Mr Atkinson: You are reading a Crown Law opinion.
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Mr LEWIS: Exactly. Butlam usingitas notes, Iremind  Mr LEWIS: No, it's not. The most hypocritical aspect of
the member for Spence, for whom, in most arguments, | havine Liberal’s proposal is that current and former members of
profound respect. However, in this case his argument iRarliament—and this is not the proposal as | see it—
specious and shallow, and there is a mischief in it, because Mr Atkinson interjecting:
he knows that he wants to gain an advantage electorally from The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
all those people who live here and have citizenships— Mr LEWIS: Let me make it plain to the member for
whether or not they are aware of it—conferred on them by th&pence that his attempt to create fears in the minds of people
country of their birth, and the country of their birth, as awho have forebears born elsewhere or who were themselves
matter of convenience, will not allow them to renounce thaborn elsewhere and who had conferred upon them citizenship
citizenship under the law of that country. They do thatwhich they may or may not be aware of, in some way to
because, in the event that they were silly enough to return tgiscriminate against them, is ridiculous. All the member for
some of the countries whence they came to our safe havenHartley’'s measure does is require them to state honestly that

Australia, and South Australia in particular—they might havetheir interest is in South Australia and renounce allegiance to
their freedom taken from them for a crime they have noty|| others.

known they have committed, or their assets confiscated by r Atkinson interjecting:
those Governments, whether democratic, so-called demo- \r LEWIS: It does not matter. Therefore, there will be
cratic or whatever else. It is for the Australian citizen tog duplication of those letters in publicity, | am sure. We do
decide whether they go back. Whether or not the country tqt need that level of debate: our raising people’s fear over
which they go back, having come from that country of theirynfounded hypothetical situations that are arguably inaccu-
birth, or being the children of someone who came from thatate anyway, is not necessary. It does not help democracy.
country— | disagree with the member for Spence most vigorously.
Mr Atkinson: Or grandchildren. Mr Atkinson: You don’t want people to know how
Mr LEWIS: | don’t mind. That has nothing to do with the you're voting on this. You want to cover it up. You don't
measure the member for Spence seeks to have rescinded. TWignt public debate on this.
is about whether or not you can serve two laws, two bodies Mr LEWIS: Notwithstanding that that is directed at me
of law, two constitutions. In our case, it is sufficient for us, personally, | assure the member for Spence and you, Mr
under the law that the member for Spence proposes weeputy Speaker, that he is mistaken. | am very happy to go
rescind, to require a citizen seeking election and succeediran the record as saying that anybody seeking election to this
in an election to renounce all other allegiance. WhetheParliament to make laws for all Australian citizens living in
Governments elsewhere accept it is beside the point: just ssouth Australia and all other human beings in South Australia
long as at the time we take our place or seek to take our plader the time being—
in the Parliament we sign a statement renouncing all others, An honourable member interjecting:
then we know that there will never be a hidden agendainany The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
of the debates in which we are involved. Spence will have the opportunity when he closes the debate
Mr Atkinson interjecting: to make the points he is making across the floor.

Mr LEWIS: You don't have to. As a matter of course, it Mr LEWIS: Letthem know that, as God is my witness,
is my judgment—and the measure provides for this—that aftnd @s he and every other member in this place today is my

of us, on the day we are sworn into this place, should stan itness, and as the record will show, | think it is disgusting

Rat somebody is not prepared to renounce allegiance to

we are willing to be guilty of treason by not so doing and 0 be elected to this place, under this constitution, to make
hope that we might not be discovered, perhaps. That is tHgws. There is no other 'plaf:e on earth—
seriousness of the matter. It is not about electoral advantage Mr Atkinson interjecting:
but about getting a clean shot at who makes the laws for us. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! N
Mr Hanna: Thatis why due process should be followed. Mr LEWIS: —where itis possible to have dual citizen-
That is why you should have an absolute majority. Sh'ph"?‘”d bhecome al melrlnber gf Parllamkefnt. rll do nlot say
. anything whatever—let all members speak for themselves on
Mr LEWIS: Why didn’'t the honourable member take the

int at the time the vot tak this matter.
pol 81 e e e Yo was Taken. Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Mr Hanna: It was taken— The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr LEWIS: It was not. It was taken afterwards. Inmy  Mr LEWIS: The member for Spence needs to remember
judgment, to rescind the Bill on that basis is specious in thehat it is not appropriate to have members of Parliament
extreme, because were we to do that it would be resubmitteglaking laws when they could be influenced in their alle-
and passed again. Let us make plain that the member fgiance to another power that they have not been prepared to
Spence, in all seriousness believes—and all members in thisnounce.
place believe—that it is not appropriate for us who make laws Mr Atkinson interjecting:
for the rest of society in South Australia to have divided My LEWIS: | am not in the least: | am simply saying
loyalties and allegiance, where we could be quite properlyyhat the Bill says and what the Act has said: that what we
accused of allowing those divided allegiances to havgeed is for everyone to renounce allegiance. If Poland does
influenced not only what we said but how we voted. Inot want to accept that renunciation, that is not our problem
honestly do not think that it really elevates the member foland it is not the problem of the person who has been elected
Spence much when he writes the kind of letters that he hasere. | thank members for their attention.
written. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

Mr Atkinson: Perfectly accurate. member’s time has expired.
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Mr McCEWEN (Gordon): | have been particularly allegiance to another country; in other words, they can have
disappointed with the debate because it has not focused on tbigéizenship in another country.’
motion. | wanted to hear today whether or not the matter we In a sense it is surprising that the amendments moved by
are dealing with did have an impact on the Constitutionthe member for Hartley had to come in. My interpretation is
(Citizenship) Amendment Bill and was in itself having ansuch that | believe this is already covered. We are now
impact under section 8 of the Constitution Act and, thereforegdebating whether a person should be allowed to have
requiring the concurrence of an absolute majority of theallegiance to another country when, in fact, the constitution
whole number of members. already forbids that. Therefore, | have to ask why the member

Mr Atkinson interjecting: for Spence is making such an issue over the fact that the
member for Hartley’s Bill passed this House. The answer is

Mr MCEWEN: 1 accept that: | am coming back to some ole. Th ber for S g i K
of the debate from this side of the Chamber which seemed (€'Y SImple. The member for Spence Is seeking to make

want to reopen the original motion and not simply address thg1|§ch|ef by circulating 'e“efs In various ele.ctorates and
motion that seems to me to be about procedure and would BN t0 fudge what the true situation is. | have in front of me

a debate we would have on a number of occasions, irrespe@-|€1t€r from the member for Spence to a constituent in
tive of what the substance of the original motion was. This.anOther electorate and it starts off:

is a process matter that we are supposed to be debating and The Liberal Party has puta proposed law before Parliament that
| have been somewhat disappointed. | might add that | stilivould disqualify you and your children.

have not made up my mind because | have not had the Members interjecting:

opportunity to hear a decent debate in this place about this Mr MEIER: | hear the Minister interject and say,
specific matter. | have continued to see members revisit whatVrong.” Exactly, it is wrong, because it was not a Liberal

| consider to be an absolute hypocrisy, that is, to argue th&arty Bill. It was the member for Hartley’s Bill. The member
we cannot have two sets of rules. Many members sit cushilfor Spence has been around long enough to know that it was
in this place knowing that two sets of rules apply on manythe member for Hartley’s Bill from the word go and members
matters. | will bring one to the attention of the House, that ishave a conscience vote on this side of the House, although |
superannuation because, Mr Deputy Speaker, you will knowannot speak for members on the other side. It is a complete
that you have a different set of rules compared to newabrication to claimitis a Liberal Party Bill—that is not true.
members in this place and you passed those rules. It is the member for Hartley who introduced this Bill. Get

| acknowledge the member for Hammond was one of th¢/Our facts right. If you are going to put letters out, then have
few members who changed over to the new set of rules 4f€ manliness to get up in this House and apologise not only
personal detriment and | acknowledge in the House that h@ the Liberal Party but also to the member for Hartley.
has done that. | need to bring to the House’s attention that | Members interjecting:
am not interested in the two lots debate in this House: the As Mr MEIER: What is the member for Spence’s reaction?
and the Bs. If you do it once, you are doing it again. | am not note that he laughs and will not admit his error. That is the
particularly sympathetic to the member for Spence when héirst problem that we have. The other issue | want to highlight
argues that we are creating two sets of rights. He is basicall that the member for Spence seems intent on trying to create
saying that we can only move forward and not move backsome sort of furore when in fact this law has applied in the
So, retrospectivity cannot be applied, whether it is to do wittFederal Parliament over many years and has always been
a citizenship amendment Bill, a superannuation Bill oragreed to.
anything else. So, in moving forward, | was responsible for Mr Atkinson interjecting:
the amendment that said the new rules apply henceforth. ~ Mr MEIER: The Parliament as a whole has continued to

Let us put that to one side and come back to the motion ogdree with it, whether it has been Labor in power or—
the Notice Paper, which is quite clear: it is a debate about Mr Atkinson interjecting:
whether or not we should have had an absolute majority of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
the whole number in Committee when we voted on the Mr MEIER: The member for Spence is well aware that,
clauses. | still have not made up my mind on that and | lookf the Parliament wants to change it, it can simply put a
forward to the member for Spence at some stage closing thgestion to the people and, if both sides of Parliament agree
debate and | ask that other members who wish to contributeith it, the chances of it getting through are high. The
to the debate contribute in substance to the matter on theember for Spence knows that very well but that would not
Notice Paper. suit his purposes because he wants to make political trouble

in this State, just as he has made trouble in past years. | recall

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | oppose the motion. It is quite the last election and the member for Spence will probably
clear in my mind on reading section 8 of the Constitution Actensure that aspects of members’ travel entitlements will
which comes under the general heading of ‘Legislature’ thagisappear from members' rights, even though there is a strong
it is dealing basically with the issue of the number ofargumentthat members should be allowed greater education
members and the terms of office: in other words, with theoutside their own State.
general make up of the Parliament and not with the eligibility ~Mr ATKINSON: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point
of the Parliament. Therefore, I have no problem in opposin@f order. What has the member for Goyder's overseas travel
the motion. | believe the Bill passed earlier was passedot to do with the motion before the House?
legitimately. It is interesting that in the current Constitution The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has noted
Act it clearly states that, if any member of the House ofa wide variance of matters raised in the debate, many of them
Assembly takes an oath of allegiance to any foreign poweutside the provisions of the motion that we are now discuss-
their seat in the House of Assembly will become vacant, yeing. There is no point of order. | might point out to the
we have heard in this very debate the issue of people sayinqiember for Spence that the Chair asked the honourable
‘Look, surely other people can be allowed to have armember to refrain from continually interjecting, as he is
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doing, because the member for Spence will have the oppochildren born in Australia, are ineligible to stand for the State
tunity to make these points when he speaks in closing thBarliament, under the member for Hartley’s Bill.
debate. | again ask the honourable member not to flout the That is established as a fact, not merely by a research
decision of the Chair and to recognise that he has thaiaper of the Parliamentary Library, but by letters | have
responsibility at a later time. circulated from the High Commissioners and Ambassadors
Mr MEIER: The relevance is that the member for of those countries in Australia. If you add up all those people
Spence, in seeking to highlight this aspect that he sees &% my electorate, it amounts to almost half of the 22 000
wrong, has the audacity to go out and circulate letters in othegonstituents in the State district of Spence.

members’ electorates— In 1894, this House decided that granting votes to women
Mr Atkinson: No, only mine. and allowing them to stand for this Parliament was a change
Mr MEIER: Thatis not the report that has come back toin the constitution, small'c’, and the man in that chair ruled

me. that that was an amendment to the constitution and, as such,
Mr Atkinson: Give me the address. section 8 of the Constitution Act required that it be passed by
Mr MEIER: So, in this particular— an absolute majority.

In 1896, when the Affirmation Act was before the
Parliament, the Speaker ruled that, as the Affirmation Act
allowed Quakers and Anabaptists, atheists and agnostics, to
run for the South Australian Parliament for the first time by

nabling them to take the affirmation, therefore, that was an
mendment to the State constitution, and the Affirmation Act

Mr Atkinson interjecting:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MEIER: In this respect, the member for Spence’s
letter writing campaign seems to extend from one issue t
another, simply for his own political advancement, and tha
disappointments me. It is a very serious issue that we angas required to be passed by an absolute majority.

dealing with, and members have seen, from the frivolous way Again, in the 1950s, there was a challenge to whether

he has dealt with this, that the member for Spence does N9Lssie Cooper could sit in Parliament as the first woman. A

regard it as such. How would members in overseas Co”m”%allenge was made to that and it was ruled that an Act
[Deaf.t i, f?r. ﬁxam?lg,tgas}fer Ar?fs\t/ d?(;:'tﬂe?bto run folTamending the constitution to put beyond doubt that women
ar |artn?jr’1; (';'f Sfagl, In t? nesset. Wou atbe generalltould stand for election to this Parliament was an amendment
accepteds Of course not to the constitution and, therefore, it had to be passed by an
Mr Atkinson: There are Arab members of the Knesset.gpoolute majority.
There are 10 Arab members of the Knesset. So, what | am putting to the member for Gordon and to the
MrMEIER: | am amazed to hear that—because, as ajpyse is that the member for Hartley’s Bill is so broad in its
Australian, | want Australians only to run for the Australian scope, and it affects so many people, that it ought to have

Parliament. All of us have come from overseas, throughheen ruled by the Speaker as a Bill amending the constitution
whichever generation, whether it was our grandfather or greghat required an absolute majority.

grandfather— Mr Scalzi interjecting:
Members interjecting: Mr ATKINSON: The member for Hartley asks, ‘What
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! about 1994?" when a Bill of the opposite tendency came

Mr MEIER: Without any question at all, | want people before this House. That is a good question, and | take it on
here to be citizens of Australia and | want them to haveboard. The answer is that that Bill should have been treated
renounced their citizenship of the other country, because wia the same way as the member for Hartley’s Bill. It was
could easily get into a situation where Australia simplysupported unanimously in the Parliament. There was never
becomes a puppet of another country—and that is the lasiny question that there would be a division on it. If someone
thing that | would ever want to see. The member for Spenchad called a division, it would have been incumbent on the
might laugh: I will stick up for Australia every day, all the Speaker to point out that this was an amendment to the
time, year after year, and | will wage any battle against hinconstitution and, under section 8 of the Constitution Act, it

that | can. had to be passed by an absolute majority. But the member for
Members interjecting: Hartley should remember, as | remember vividly, that there
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! was no division on that Bill, because not one member spoke
against it.

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The question here is: is the So, all the precedents in this Parliament are clear: when
amendment to the constitution proposed by the member fgrou are affecting the entitlement of a large number of people
Hartley’s Bill one that affects the constitution of the Houseto stand for Parliament in this State, that is an amendment to
of Assembly? That is the nub of this motion. | say that itthe constitution, small ‘c’, and it requires an absolute
does, because it disqualifies from membership of the Housmajority. The member for Hartley’s Bill is of that kind of
of Assembly and the Legislative Council anyone who has ascope.
entitlement to the citizenship of another country. We have The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
already identified by research that people who were born imember’s time has expired.

Croatia, and their children born in Australia, and people who The House divided on the motion:

were born in Greece, and their children born in Australia and AYES (22

their grandchildren born in Australia and their great grand- Atkinson, M. J. (teller)  Bedford, F. E.
children born in Australia, are now ineligible to stand for the Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.
State Parliament; that people born in Poland, and their Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F.
children born in Australia, are unable to stand for the State De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O.
Parliament; that people born in Ireland, and their children and Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.
their grandchildren born in Australia, are unable to stand for Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K.

the State Parliament; and that people born in Britain, and their Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.
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AYES (cont.)

other hand, people often say, ‘Adelaide doesn't have a

McEwen, R. J. Rankine, J. M. problem: compare our streets to those of Sydney, Melbourne,
Rann, M. D. Snelling, J. J. LA and New York. For this Government, crime and drugs
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. is not an issue of relativity: it is not okay to say, ‘It is worse
White, P. L. Wright, M. J. elsewhere, therefore don’t worry about it” We have to
NOES (24) recognise the problem and say, ‘Let’s deal with it. Let’s look
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. at why this is happening, what we can do about it and how we
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. can make our streets safer.’
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. | am pleased to announce the establishment of a working
Evans, |. F. Gunn, G. M. group on city safety to do just that. The group will draw on
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. the skills and resources of State Government agencies,
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. including those of the Attorney-General’s department and
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. Human Services, as well as the City Council. The working
Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A. group will be asked to examine evidence that there are ‘hot
Meier, E. J. Olsen, J. W. spots’ in the city that are particularly unsafe at certain times,
Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G. (teller) and to report on the risks associated with those areas. It will
Such, R. B. Venning, I. H. examine and report on the likely causes or reasons that seem
Williams, M. R. Wotton, D. C. to underlie those safety risks; to consider strategies that have

worked in other comparable cities, both nationally and
internationally; to consider previous reports prepared for the
City of Adelaide and establish the status of the recommenda-
tions; to propose any action that may reduce the safety risks;
and to propose the next steps for the State Government and
the Adelaide City Council. The working group has been given
a short time frame in which to provide an interim report. |
expect it to report to the Capital City Committee, which
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the includes council and Government representatives, at its
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in thé\ugust meeting.
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in The Government is a|ready Working C|Ose|y with the
Hansard Nos 9, 138 and 157; and | direct that the following council and voluntary groups in Adelaide to find solutions.
answer to a question without notice be distributed and printeg\e are dealing with issues of homelessness, drug abuse and
in Hansard alcoholism but, as a team, we have a better chance of giving
the vulnerable in our society a better chance and having our
city recognised as the city of safe streets. | expect that all
In reply toMr MCEWEN (Gordon) 10 February. members will support this initiative and be open minded
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Information ~When it comes to finding solutions.
Services has advised that Telstra has offered Motorola Private
DataTAC product using the RDLap protocol for the GRNC Data Ser-
vices. Motorola has assured Telstra and the Government that it has
no current plans to discontinue the Private DataTAC product and
Motorola confirms that new Private DataTAC products will continue

to be developed and enhanced so that it remains at the forefront of
technology.

Majority of 2 for the Noes.
Motion thus negatived.

[Sitting suspended from 1.4 to 2 p.m.]

QUESTIONS

MOTOROLA

QUESTION TIME

MITSUBISHI

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
Given the Premier’s recent trip to Japan to meet with
Mitsubishi executives and the assurances he has been given

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make both in Japan and locally, can he now reassure South
a ministerial statement. Australians about the future of Mitsubishi and all its 5 000

Leave granted. jobs, and can the Premier tell the House exactly what he and

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Today | wish to draw the the Government told the Hon. Trevor Crothers about the
attention of the Parliament to a joint State Govern-future of Mitsubishi, given Mr Crothers’ repeated public
ment-Adelaide City Council initiative to put Adelaide on the statements about this matter? In May 1997 the Premier and
map as a safe city—a city with safe streets. We all know thalt both met in Tokyo with executives of Mitsubishi, who
there are a number of ‘hot spots’ in the city—areas that aréeassured us and South Australians about the company’s
particularly unsafe at certain times, areas where there is fature investment and commitment to South Australia if the
high incidence of robbery, violence, drug use and alcoholismgampaign against the then proposed tariff cuts was success-
No longer can Governments shirk their responsibilities andul—and it was successful.
say that this is a council issue or that it is a State issue: itis The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The automotive industry in
a social issue that warrants input from all spheres of goverrSouth Australia is a very important component of our
ment, and that is how we plan to deal with it here in Southeconomy and that is why | formed Automotive 21 to look at
Australia. the automotive and automotive components supply firms and

There are strategies in place to clean up Victoria Squareghe changes taking place in the global marketplace over the
but we recognise that the problem is not confined to one areaourse of the next few years. We have seen in recent times
In fact, by focusing on only one section of the city, we are invery substantial change. Who, for example, 12 months ago
danger of simply moving the problem to other areas. Itis thevould have thought that there would be a Daimler-Chrysler
‘not in my back yard’ mindset that we must address. On the&Corporation?

SAFE CITY INITIATIVE
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In Japan recently, | had the opportunity to meet thesecure existing investment and jobs. Importantly, we will be
President of Mitsubishi Motor Corporation and to haveable to create and attract new investment and jobs and ensure
discussions with the Japanese Automotive Componerhat the next wave of international rationalisation in the
Manufacturers Association. In discussions, members of thatutomotive components supply industry, which are second,
association indicated to us that strategies over the next fivthird and fourth tier suppliers to the assemblers, have a future
to eight years for automotive component firms, that isjn South Australia. It is the 17 000 jobs in that industry that
second, third and fourth tier suppliers to assemblers, wouldie want to retain and ensure they remain in the future.
have to take into account the impact of the global market-
place. That was a timely indication that the group that we CITY LIVING
have put together in South Australia, Automotive 21, which
comprises assemblers and automotive component supply Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Can the Premier inform the
companies, will look to the future post the year 2005 and thélouse of the trend towards city and inner city living and
impact of the cessation of the tariff pause in the year 2005thereby offer an explanation as to why this has occurred?

The Government is intent on developing a strategy Ms Breuer: If you build a power station in the country,
between now and 2005 to ensure that the automotive industttey can all live in Whyalla.
in its several components, whatever that might be, retains a The SPEAKER: Order!
base in South Australia so that it can compete in the inter- The Hon. JW. OLSEN: Now that the member for
nathnal marketplace. As | have indicated to.the HOLIS"?Nhyalla has ceased that recycled interjection of hers that we
previously, one of the key components of that IS 10 ensurgq every Question Time, | will inform the House that city
that we source our products in the international market Fjving has increased dramatically in recent years, particularly
competitive prices and, if we are unable to do that, we put a;

risk investment in the future. We have seen very successfil o the mid 1990s. In fact, in the Adelaide City Counci
. . N Y d%rea alone, the resident population has increased by some
investment by General Motors-Holden’s in its secon

quction line for th d Vect i hicl 13.3 per cent in the period 1990-96, when the last census was
production !ne, or the world vectra motor venicie. taken. This increase is indicative of the attractiveness of
Mr Scalzi: I've bought one.

. Adelaide as a great place to live, work and play, and | am
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased that the honourable sure that the local member has had a key role in attracting
member has bought one and is supporting South Australi ore peoble back to the cit
manufactured product. That second production line, which peop . y
has seen the creation of 700 additional jobs at General The Hon. M.H. Armitage: A good local member.
Motors, is creating products that are now going into the 1he Hon. JW. OLSEN: He is a good local member. The
Middle East and Brazil. The response to the South AustraliaBconomic injection that this trend provides goes some way to
product has been overwhelming, to such an extent that, as W2king Adelaide an increasingly popular tourist and recrea-
have seen, General Motors is considering even furthdfonal destination. Mostimportantly, what this trend towards
expansion in South Australia. city living tell us is that Adelaide is a vibrant and clean city,
What we have got to do and what this Government ig_ull of opportunities_,. Let us look a_tt some of those ppportuni-
intent on doing is ensuring that the input costs of productioriies- Tomorrow | will have the privilege of launching a new
are at world competitive prices. That is why the broad basef€velopmentin the city which is selling off the plan, and that
goods and services tax, which brings with it the abolition ofiS & feature in South Australia now. Companies can actually
wholesale sales tax, is absolutely essential to protect th€ll off the plan, which is something that we previously could
manufacturing base of South Australia. If we can take 4 t@'0t do in this State.
6 per cent off the cost of a Holden Vectra going from the There is also the Grollo development at the old ETSA
wharf to the Middle East and Brazil, and make it competitive building and the East End or Garden East apartments and
if we can take 4 to 6 per cent off an air-conditioner or steeringlevelopment. The Mines and Energy building on Greenhill
column from Air International at Tea Tree Gully when it goes Road is to be refurbished for apartments and there is also the
to Korea for Hyundai vehicles— recently announced development for the brewery site. So,
The SPEAKER: Order! | draw the cameraman’s attention substantial apartment development is being established in the
to the fact that the Premier is on his feet and no othefity of Adelaide, and that is an exciting trend. It is an
member. indication of the vibrancy of the construction industry in
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: If we can take 4 to 6 per cent off South Australia, with apartments, condominiums and other
the rear-view mirrors that Britax is exporting out of the types of city living meeting the demand of the broader South
southern suburbs to the United States for Ford, and if we cafiustralian community. All in all, it is very positive news for
take 4 to 6 per cent off an engine block from Mitsubishi atpublic and private developments in and around our city.
Lonsdale that is going back to Tokyo—
Members interjecting: ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION
The Hon. J.JW. OLSEN: | hope that the honourable
member will support a change in the taxation system and not The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
just give lip service in interjections across the Chamberguestion is directed to the Premier. Do any of the contracts
Members opposite should stand up for substantial tax refortwith any of the ETSA consultants provide for a success fee
because it is their constituents who will be the beneficiariefor those consultants in the event of a lease deal for ETSA?
of this reform. Not only do we need to get wholesale sales ta¥}Vill the Premier assure the House that no contracts or
out of the equation and reduce the cost but the other ke§rangements were or will be renegotiated to provide for a
component that we have been focusing on for some time iguccess fee for a lease, given the tens of millions of dollars
to reduce other input costs such as the cost of electricity. Th&iready being spent on ETSA sale consultants?
is what we want to achieve, to ensure that these companies The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What the Leader of the Opposi-
can trade in the international marketplace. That way we wiltion conveniently forgets is the National Power premium of



1662 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 10 June 1999

being able to come to South Australia and establish—somgroud of at all times is central to this. | am sure that the
$30 million. development will have great benefits to South Australians,
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: not just those around the city centre. A vibrant capital city
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No, | just want to balance the generates confidence that is of great value to all South
equation. The Leader selectively put a position and set dowAustralians. With the focus of the Convention Centre, visitors
a perception. | indicate to the House that the arrangementere seeing the development that is taking place in a vibrant
that were put in place previously were consistent with the Billcity speaks volumes for marketing South Australia as an
that was introduced a year ago, which was for the option oinvestment destination particularly from the eastern seaboard.
a sale, lease or public float. The arrangements take account
of those options. MEMBER FOR BRAGG
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has asked his MI’WRllGHT (Lee): Will the Premier give a guarantee
question. to the Parliament that the member for Bragg will not return

to the front bench as a junior Minister—
RIVERBANK PRECINCT Members interjecting:
Mr WRIGHT: —in the role of roving Minister without
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):Can the Premier give a portfolio—
progress report on the Riverbank Precinct Master Plan and The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is having difficulty
outline the benefits for the development of the City ofhearing the question.

Adelaide? Mr WRIGHT: —or Special Minister for State, and will
Mr Conlon: Forget the river bank: clean up the river!  he further assure the racing industry that there is no plan for
The Hon. R.B. Such:You stop swimming in it! the member for Bragg to return to the racing portfolio or
Members interjecting: carry any responsibility for the TAB?

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, you had the good grace ~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, Mr Speaker, the member
to flush red at the suggestion. At least this Government iffior Lee has been sitting at home not doing much in the last
terms of cleaning up our waterways and rivers has actuallweek so he has been thinking of a range of questions.
done something about it. With the water catchment boardslowever, the member for Lee’s question actually demon-
that have been putin place for a number of years, we actuallstrates the dearth of talent on the Opposition benches. They
have a strategy for cleaning up the rivers, for the benefit oflo not have a capacity—
the member for Elder, but | can assure members opposite that Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
their lot in Government over a decade or more did about zilch  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | suggest that the member for
in terms of cleaning up our waterways and rivers. It was theeake ought to take it very carefully or he will get another
former Minister for the Environment and Natural Resourcesyejoinder like the second cab off the rank! Mr Speaker, |
the member for Heysen, who actually took the initiative toremind members opposite that in Question Time it is usual
put in place these water catchment boards. that you develop questions of substance and import to the
On 16 March, | released the Riverbank Precinct Mastegevelopment of the economy and the interests of South
Plan which set out a long-term redevelopment strategy for theustralians. | know that the member for Lee has only been
area. The purpose of this master plan is to coordinate here a short time, but whoever drafted or gave him the
number of major development projects that the State Goverrruestion did him a disservice. What we need from the
mentis currently considering in the light of the developmentOpposition are questions of substance, not just hot air.
on the Riverbank Precinct as a whole. The plan has been Members interjecting:
released for public comment and considerable consultation The SPEAKER: Order!
has been occurring with the Adelaide City Council.
Importantly, the Riverbank Precinct, which is bounded by HOMELESS PERSONS
King William Road, North Terrace, Morphett Street and the
River Torrens, is a focal point for the City of Adelaide. Itis ~ Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Can the Minister for Human
the heart of our city and an important showcase for touristsServices advise the House what the Government is doing to
particularly with the success we are getting through therovide support for homeless people in the city?
Convention Centre and the number of national and inter- The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | guess that tonight all of us
national tourists coming to South Australia as participants iwill go to a warm home, a secure bed and to a proper meal—
conventions. The Government has recognised the importano® matter what time of the night it might be. There are 1 000
the area plays in the confidence, cultural and communitpeople at least in the City of Adelaide who do not have those
development of our city. The objects of the master plamorms—who do not have a home to go to, who will not have
reflect that. a meal, and invariably are there as destitutes. This Govern-
The objects are to provide a framework for future ment has been concerned for sometime at making sure we
complementary development; to extend the Conventiodeal with some of these fundamental problems that people
Centre, as we have announced, by some 8 000 square metriagse in the city—the people who are homeless, who invari-
revitalise the Adelaide Festival Centre to maintain its preably have health problems, mental health problems and
eminence as a performing arts centre; taking advantage of tiseibstance abuse, as well as the ongoing social problems that
tourism potential of the precinct; creating a high quality andyo with that.
attractive precinct that is a safe haven, if you like, for What we need, and what we are trying to establish, is a
pedestrians; and linking the city with the river edge. city that cares for these 1 000 people or so who do not have
The redevelopment of the Riverbank Precinct is arthat bed to go home to. Those people need safety, shelter,
important component in the Government’s commitment tdood and appropriate medical treatment when it is required.
generating confidence in our State. A city that we can béam delighted to say that the Government has put in place a
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number of programs to tackle many of these issues for thodeased only on anecdotal evidence. The society expressed
1 000 or so people. In March this year | announced fundingparticular concern that the subspecies of rosella targeted by
of $2 million for three crisis and accommodation projects inthe Minister is found nowhere else in the world.
the city centre for homeless people. | have also funded to The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Only a certain amount of the
$600 000 a new facility in the CBD to deal very specifically question is absolute fact: the rest of it, of course—
with 15 homeless women. An honourable member interjecting:

|'am delighted to say that St Vincent de Paul has now The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Yes, there is a start: there is a

received approval to go ahead with a $1.8 million redevelopgertain amount of substance in the question. The honourable
ment of their facility to provide night shelter for homeless memper is quite right in terms—

people. I am also delighted to say that the Hutt Street project \jembers interjecting:
gas received t$42r08% and V\fesmf‘/renhg‘s received fiorotﬂo for rhe SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
ay centres to provide meais seven days a Week 1or tosg, o cpajr cannot possibly hear the Minister.

without a home. We have the Burdekin Clinic, a clinic ) . .
especially set up to provide medical treatment for these. The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The honourable member is quite

people, and | am delighted to say the work that Dr Damiar{'ght when he establishes that the southern coastal area of

Mead and others do there is very enlightening and ver ainland Australia and Tasmania igs the only place in the
relevant in terms of tackling these issues. In fact, Dr Meal orld where Cape Barren geese exist. In the past the geese

has written to me and highlighted the fact that these 1 00 ave been a threatened species. Several years ago only 2 000

people invariably have at least three fundamental problem&® 3 000 geese existed. Through the expert support of
they are homeless, they invariably have a substance abudidtional Parks and Wildiife, and all other people who are
and they invariably have a mental disability, as well as othe terested in supporting the survival of threatened species, we
associated health problems. | want to acknowledge the wo ave done our job exceptionally well. Unfortunately, we now

. L - : : ave a situation where the geese are in mass proportions and
g:g;]tn:kB;rr(;jL?génV\Si:'[lmlnct%Ze;tI; helping those high need an@oing very well to the tune of approximately 10 000 birds.

We have also established now, in conjunction with the, B%causte these birds dctlﬁ'm spetcmc_ dar(teas as thteér habitat,
Federal Government and the Adelaide City Council, cityl'€Y do notmove around the countryside to a great degree as

homeless assessment and support teams. These people go G?r bird_s do, .thus atthis stage th_ey are caysing considergble
and assess some of these 1 000 people, look at what th amage in agricultural areas within the regions about which
needs are and help to provide those needs:. Also we have n are talking. Considerable community consultation has

set up four Aboriginal outreach and support workers and enbplace. C%rlt.air?li’j’ talsk Erci and mana%emlen_tr?rct:)ups
sobering-up unit. We have established help for Aborigina[!2V€ P€en established to look at how we can deal with Cape

people who need rehabilitation programs, and, in conjunctio arren geese in that they are no longer a threatened species

with the Federal Government, Aboriginal women and theit"! ©rMs Of their population numbers. To that extent, a report

children have increasingly been identified as a group with %/_as_ ptreparte_d V‘I’E'Ch | am sure t?ehhonourable rgetmber, dglveg
need and given appropriate help. is interest in the environment, has managed to read an

I highlight and bring to the attention of the House theWhiCh is entitled ‘Managing Cape Barren Geese in Agri-

report released on Tuesday by the St Vincent De Paul Socieﬁ}"tugal Landscapes of Sou(;thustrg I|a’.| K d Wildlif
for the whole of Australia. That report highlighted the _ | hatreportwas prepared by National Parks and Wildlite

growing divide between the haves and the have-nots arou uth Australia_and was circulated for public comment for
Australia. It is an issue that our country must tackle. | am©Ur Weeks, closing on 26 March. The management proposals

delighted to say that here, in the City of Adelaide, we nowWithin the report integrate many of the issyes that surround
; gne of the very hard ends of conservation management,
now dealing with these 1 000 people of high need and higiamMely, to make space for native species in productive

risk more effectively than we have done in the past. | hop&dricultural landscapes. The proposal incorporates an
that this winter they receive some of the food, warmth ecologically sustainable use approach to managing geese and

comfort and safety that they quite rightly deserve. looks at in_corporating ha_rvesting an_d farming proposals and
the establishment of mainland feeding refuges.
It looks not only at maintaining and sustaining the
WILDLIFE ecological habitats of the birds in question as well as
managing, in a local, community-based program, the very
Mr HILL (Kaurna): Will the Minister for Environment  basis of the survival of the geese, but also ensuring that the
explain the conflict of interest between her role as Ministelgricultural disadvantages occurring from the exceptional
for Environment and her decisions to approve the culling ohumbers of these birds are controlled. The program is now
protected Cape Barren geese and to allow native parrots to bethe hands of local communities. | am quite sure that the
shot without permit? Following the Minister’s decisions to people who are involved and who have already detailed a
allow the culling of protected Cape Barren geese that livegreat deal of interest in managing these birds will ensure that
only in this part of the world and the shooting without permitall the processes of management will occur within a very
of the musk lorikeet, the rainbow lorikeet, the Adelaidecontained and exceptionally well placed decision-making
rosella and the yellow rosella, | have received messages pfocess.
outrage from conservation groups and the South Australian There certainly was divided opinion on the issues of
community. providing mainland feeding refuges and the captive farming
A letter from the Bird Care and Conservation Societyof geese; however, the Wildlife Advisory Committee
states that the chairperson of the Minister’s Wildlife Advisoryreviewed the report, evaluated the public comments and put
Committee has conceded that there is no evidence that thetbe recommendations to me, which | accepted and then put
birds are in plague proportions and that the decision waback to the community in terms of a management plan.
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SHOP TRADING HOURS Sunday afternoon and walk down the mall, see the shopkeep-
ers making money and people enjoying themselves, giving
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): ~ Will the Minister for  added vibrancy to Adelaide, to know just how wrong
Government Enterprises advise the House of early indicationspposition members were then. Clearly, the consumers, by
of support for new shop trading hours in metropolitantheir support—which is increasing by about 70 per cent over
Adelaide? two nights—are indicating that they will support this new
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for move. | reiterate as | have said all along that the extended
Waite for his important question. Tuesday this week was theading hours are voluntary. However, as consumers demand
day that the new shop trading hours, as agreed by théat they want to spend their money, | know that more shops
Parliament, came into operation. As | am sure members afiill open.
Parliament would remember from the debate with which
members of the Labor Party agreed, the new provisions allow WILDLIFE
shops in city and metropolitan areas to extend their trading
hours. There has been a lot of comment in the media this Mr HILL (Kaurna): Given the Minister for the Environ-
week and | have been asked on a number of occasions abauent’s failure to answer my previous question in relation to
the new arrangements: ‘How have the shops responded? Aresellas and lorikeets, and given the successful sterilisation
the retailers happy?’ | contend, as | have contended whenand relocation program developed by the former Environment
was asked those questions, that in fact they are the wrorlginister to solve the koala problem on Kangaroo Island
questions. without shooting them, what alternatives were considered by
The real questions are: are the consumers happy; hothe Minister before she approved that native rosellas and
have the consumers responded to the new hours? | al@rikeets could be shot without permit, and how will the
delighted to say that the hours are proving very successfiMinister’s decision be monitored? The Opposition has been
and, as members will soon hear, increasingly successful. 1old that, because there were no resources to assess or
is very interesting that an article in téelvertiseryesterday = monitor the permit system, the Minister agreed to scrap it.
guoted only one consumer. The article states: The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The last statement of the member
At Colonnades, Noarlunga Centre, Ms Jenny Hackel, offor Kaurnais an absolute nonsense—and most of his question
Huntfield Heights, was enjoying being able to shop alone. ‘I've gotappears to be nonsense, as well. A task force was put together
four kids and my husband is staying at home and looking after themig ook at the problem of parakeets and lorikeets. South
she said. Australia, with its wonderful clean and green image of being
And that is obviously what will happen. Also, | have alreadysupportive of all animals and wildlife—which we seem to
received an application from a near urban country aredave in this Chamber, as well—manages not only to support
seeking to be allowed to have extended trading hours until the fauna and bird life that we have in this State but we
o'clock. This is exactly what was predicted. Let us look at themanage to increase it rather sumptuously. In this instance,
numbers of customers. Given that the members for Elder anghfortunately, the populations of the parakeets and lorikeets
Hanson have found this so hilarious, let us look at what hagad grown to the point that in many areas of the State they
happened. In terms of the numbers of customers, Bi-Lare, indeed, in plague proportions. The amount of damage
reported that approximately 1 000 customers visited its storagat they are once again doing to many areas of not only
during the additional hour of trading on Tuesday night. Lastgriculture but horticulture has been pointed out to me by
night that number increased to 1 700. So the number inmembers of the Farmers Federation on trips that they have
creased from 1 000 to 1 700 in the first two nights. taken me on to show me the damage that has been done.
Coles, after reporting a very successful Tuesday night, These decisions are not necessarily ones that Environment
advised that, in the hour between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. last nightsinisters like to make, because this is the hard end of
it had a 76 per cent increase in the number of customers.decision making. Unfortunately, when it comes to making
know that members opposite might find it hilarious but thegecisions, the Liberal Party at least decides on all occasions
consumers are saying, ‘We will support these hours.” Clearlyo take responsible and reasonable ones. In this case, again
they are, exactly as predicted. | am informed that a numbefe management task force that looked at talking with the
of stores—and | am sure that the members for Hanson angbmmunity and consulting with wildlife management
Elder will find this outrageously funny—had to turn custom- committees made recommendations, and the recommenda-

ers away yesterday when they closed their doors at 7 o'clociions were the ones that | agreed to, as | said, in making
The simple fact is that the customers are saying, ‘We wilkesponsible decisions for this State.

utilise the extended hours.” Obviously, the City of Adelaide
has a great opportunity through extended hours. Adelaide is TOURISM INITIATIVES
the heart of our State, undoubtedly, and the opportunity to
ensure that Adelaide is alive and active will be a great bonus The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister
to the State. for Tourism advise the House how tourism activity is helping

I note that Target, which is at one end of Rundle Mall, hago create a vibrant atmosphere and consequent increased
elected to utilise the extended hours. That will undoubtedlyeconomic activity in the City of Adelaide?
lead to competitive pressure in other areas along the mall, as The Hon. J. HALL: | thank the member for Bragg for his
we would have expected. There is no doubt that consumetfuestion because we know of his absolute interest in and
are supporting these trading hours. | am certain it will becommitment to tourism. However, today | am very happy to
exactly like Sunday trading which the members opposite weradvise the House that | have some figures that prove absolute-
so against. | remember well when members in this Chambey how successful we have been, and | think it will enable us
were intent on extending those hours, and the Oppositioto set some new targets for the future. The figures that have
thought it was anathema, that Armageddon was to be releasgt come out today from the international visitor survey
on society. One only needs to come into Adelaide on anghow for the first time ever that South Australia has broken
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through with 300 000 international visitors to our State. That The SPEAKER: Order!
is very significant. It shows a 10 per cent increase, and the Mr FOLEY: —is a dirt track that leads to the beach at
other absolutely sensational figure that we have is that wallang and that no-one in the nearby city of Ahmadabad
now have 4.5 million visitor nights for the past 12 months,seems willing to even admit that Allang beach exists. Not
and that shows a 14 per cent increase. even the Chamber of Commerce includes Allang in its
These figures deserve a celebration, because it showterature. The article goes on—
absolutely that the investment this Government has made in Members interjecting:
tourism over the years is starting to bring significant rewards. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley.
The otheyl aspect pf this. is the enormous employment Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir. The article goes on to say:
opportunities that it is bringing to our State, particularly our  this could have something to do with the fact that the air
city and across the regions. One of the reasons this is provirgound Allang is fetid with gas fumes, poisonous odours from the
to be so successful is our concentration on major events. Wailks, the smell of burning paint and—most dangerous of all—thick
all know of the economic benefits reaped from events suchith the fibres of asbestos, set free by the demolition process.
as the very successful WagneRing cycle, Tour Down The Hon. J. HALL: Unfortunately, unlike the member
Under, Classic Adelaide, the golf, the cricket, WOMAD and,for Hart, | have not had the opportunity to read the article to
of course, the Clipsal 500, which was such a sensationavhich he refers, but of course | would be delighted to do so.
event. We have coming up Tasting Australia, the Masterglowever, it is worth pointing out to the House that the
Games and international horse trials, and all these majdrourism Commission is currently focusing on a specific
events are enabling an international focus to be put on owater based and marine activity tourism project covering a
city and our State. It is so important that we acknowledge thavhole range of activities that impact on our 3 700 kilometre
enormous contribution that these major events are making foastline because, as we know, we have a fabulous range of
our city. activities for all those people interested in water based and
The other aspect of tourism that is becoming a majomarine activities, ranging from fishing, to boating, to
aspect of our development and growth is the convention angfuising, to surfing and taking advantage of our great
conference business. | am sure the House would be interestegaches. | would be happy to read the member for Hart's
to know that, since 1994 when there were 54 conventions thatticle and | invite him to participate in all the water based
brought a total of 12 665 paying delegates to our State, th&nd marine activities that this Government is making
figure has risen to 308 conventions and more than 75 00available.
delegates. Those figures show that the contribution those
people make to our State and to the vibrancy of our city are YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
very significant. | know we all recognise that Adelaide is a .
great place to have a party. It has great atmospherics when the The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Can the Minister
city is alive, and it is something on which we should capital-for Employment and Minister for Youth provide information
ise in the future. In addition to this, the other aspect ofl© the House on what the Government is doing in particular
bringing our city to life is the fact that we need more O @ssist business in employing young people in South
accommodation, because our main hotels are now full or ha/dustralia? ,
increasing occupancy rates. That is significant in terms of our  The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | am surprised that, on the
national position. As we know in the future we have comingday the jobs figures are released, we are nearly three-quarters
on line the National Wine Centre, the international rose?f the way through Question Time and have not had one
garden and increases in the arts precinct. All these facilitieguestion from the Opposition on jobs. This is the most
will add to the vibrancy of our city, and they will be major important thing in South Australia, the most important
attractions for international and interstate tourists. problem confronting our young people, but where are the
| happen to believe that the decisions that this Governmerftuestions? We have hypothetical questions and not much

has made to make sure that Adelaide and our State is a uggp€: This Government is undertaking a range of initiatives
friendly destination is starting to show enormous dividendd°" Young people in the specific area of job creation. Repeat-

to our State. It says a lot about the determination of £dly; the Premier has said that it is not the job of a Govern-
Government that is putting a sign out that says, ‘We are opefi€nt to create jobs; it is not the job of a Government to
for business, and we would like you to come and visit us—bolster employment by creating qus within the public sector
preferably a few times. It is helping develop our skills basethat do not really exist. It is the job of the Government to
for employment opportunities, and we ought to be celebratinﬁreate the climate and partnership within the community in

the new figures that have come out because they are a grd¥ich jobs can be created. That is why the Premier sent me
compliment to this State. around the State last year to do a jobs workshop. Unlike

Labor, which has the slogan ‘Labor Listens’ but does not do
SHIP BREAKING INDUSTRY much about it, we go out and listen, including listening to the
United Trades and Labor Council, and we came up with
Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Minister for Tourism strategies to facilitate better employment opportunities in
explain to the House what the likely effect on tourism wouldpartnership with our community for young people.
be of the establishment of a ship breaking facility on the ~Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
Le Fevre Peninsula and, in particular, the impact it would The SPEAKER: Order!
have on the Government’s attempts to increase the number The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | would help the member for
of cruise ships calling at Outer Harbor? A business travePeake find alternative employment. It might be good for all
article in yesterday’s press reported on one of India’s beats.
kept secrets, the beach at Allang, which is a site of a major Members interjecting:
ship breaking facility. The article says that the road to hell— The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister should not inflame
Members interjecting: the member for Peake.
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The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: [ accept your wise guidance, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Commissioner of Public
Sir. The Government got out there and listened to the peopl&mployment and the head of the Department of the Premier
including the UTLC, and has come up with a $100 million and Cabinet represent the Government.
strategy for last year and a $28.5 million strategy for the next Members interjecting:
three years. The Government has exceeded its targets in The Hon. J.W. Olsen:Stupid question.
creating jobs for young people. We have also listened to the
community and this year we are also focusing heavily, as TORRENS RIVER
well, on the mature unemployed people over 40. So, | can
assure the member for Heysen that the opportunities for Mr LEWIS (Hammond): |ask the Minister for Environ-
young people are not being promoted to the exclusion ofment and Heritage what has been done to improve Adelaide’s
others but that, rather, there is emphasis on getting theajor waterway, the River Torrens, and the adjacent linear
balance right. park?

The Government has a range of programs. | will not detail '€ Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The Premier spoke earlier about
them all today because | am sure that every single memb&€ establishment of water catchment boards throughout

has read the Employment Statement which was put out angPUth Australia, and the creation of the Torrens Water
which builds on the Employment Statement issued by th&atchment Management Board, which first metin May 1995,
Premier last year. One of the interesting things we are doinf@S meant that the Government has ensured that there is a

is in creating the City Vital fund, which is part of our edicated and effective focus on improving the Torrens. Of

partnership with the City of Adelaide to which the Premierc0Urse, a great deal of improvement work has already been

alluded earlier. The Government has allocated $1.5 milliofndertaken. In conjunction with the City of Adelaide the
to the City Vital fund, which offers one off grants for Torrens Lake and Environs Strategic Plan was developed in

companies and traders wishing to locate in the city. 1996 and I am sure members of this Chamber will remember
S the important works that took place at that time coming out
Members interjecting: of that report, that is, the dredging of the Torrens Lake, which
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Elder, who is an important part of this p|an_
is the shadow Minister, should be aware that last week in the The removal of the sediment that had accumulated over

City of Brisbane the Lord Mayor of Brisbane and the Premiefihe previous 60 years meant that the health of the Torrens had
of Queensland said they were going to institute the sorts ifertainly been improved at that time. In 1997, the State
processes that this Government has instituted through thgovernment spent some $500 000 to repair and stabilise
Capital City Committee and the Capital City Forum. Thisdamaged areas of the River Torrens Linear Park, which
morning the Property Council gave me a working paper fromgertainly will minimise erosion in the future at each of those
Western Australia highlighting the achievements of thissjtes along that area. It is important to note also that one of
Government in its cooperative approach to the City ofthe most successful methods of removing rubbish from
Adelaide, a cooperative approach between the State Goveradelaide’s rivers has proven to be trash racks, which have
ment and the City of Adelaide. been built at First Creek in Botanic Park near Morphett Street
Mr Conlon interjecting: in the city and in the south parklands. Another trash rack is
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Elder is P€ing constructed at this time at Botanic Creek in Rundle

totally wrong: this Government is held up as a landmarkPark.

around Australia because we worked our way through the The Government and the boards have taken a whole of
problem, unlike some neighbouring or other jurisdictionscatchment response to the issues that have affected the
because we did not have to sack the city council. We workedorrens for many years. The national, award winning
cooperatively with it and came up with a new Act which is COmprehensive management plan has provided funds for
an example to the rest of Australia. Instead of knockingMore than 125 land-holders to undertake remedial works
knocking, knocking, if the Opposition provided some @long the very important riparian zone. That means that we
constructive response, it might be more helpful. That is wha@re looking at reducing the materials—certainly the unwanted
the Governmentis about and it is what the member for Eldefaterials—entering the river system. To improve the river's
is not about. We will get on with the job and we will continue health, exotic trees and weeds along some 35 kilometres of
assiduously to ignore the raucous interjections opposite. the watercourse have been replaced with native vegetation.
Outside the City of Adelaide, a further eight trash racks have
been built and they, in their own way, of course, also reduce
the amount of rubbish that flows down through the river.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): In a written considered answer . !t IS extremely important to also note that community
given to the Deputy Leader on 25 May 1999 in response tgwolvement in the clean-up of the Torrens has been essential,
her question of 2 March 1999 regarding former MFP Chie1and the Clea}n Water C'ty. Educatlon. and Remediation
Executive, Dr Laurie Hammond, why did the Premier say thaf 1°9ram is aimed at pollution prevention throughout the
termination arrangements were negotiated with the formefhole of the city. The Our Patch program encourages
Chief Executive of the MFP by the Commissioner for Publictommunity involvement, where we see volunteers cleaning
Employment at the request of the then Chairman of the MERIP their own nominated areas, which they call their patch of

Sir Lew Edwards, when a fax circulated to MFP boardv\/atehrway. H hrough the h . al
members in 1997 stated: The watercourse that runs through the heart of our capital

) ) ~city has, since European settlement, certainly experienced
Dr Hammond has been asked to negotiate with Mr lan KOWallemany Changes that come to all rivers that flow in such close

Chief Executive, Department of the Premier and Cabinet, acting o A . .
behalf of the Premier and Minister for Government EnterprisesBrox'm'ty to developed environs. Through the actions taken

Hon. Michael Armitage, on the terms of Dr Hammond's redundancyPy this Government, the Torrens and the Patawalonga boards
payment. and the community, the Torrens River and the Torrens Lake

HAMMOND, Dr L.
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I am sure will continue to be one of the features that makeéhe English Language and Literacy Service will provide
Adelaide so attractive not only to the people who live hereeducation and information services to the refugees. It is
but also, obviously, to the tourists who visit and take greaturrently setting up a classroom and resource information

advantage of our clean and green city of Adelaide. centre on site at the Hampstead Safe Haven. Interpreting
services will be supplied by the Office of Multicultural and
TOUR DOWN UNDER CYCLING RACE International Affairs. Through its Interpreting and Translating

Centre, OMIA has trained extra interpreters to ensure that
The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Norwood. there will be an adequate number.

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): Mr Speaker—

Members interjecting: The initial settling in period will be, | imagine, very
The SPEAKER: Order! Does the member for Norwood difficult for some of the refugees. In order to try to make
have a question? them feel as comfortable as possible, the Department of

Ms CICCARELLO: Yes. | was just waiting for the Human Services and the Department of Recreation and Sport
conversation— have been organising some sporting equipment and board and

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will get on with her card games to provide recre_ation_ f_or the refugees. In addition,
question or | will call someone else. we hope to be able to organise visits to local attractions, such

Ms CICCARELLO: Can the Minister for Tourism &S the Botanic Gardens and Cleland Wildlife Park, and maybe

explain why Norwood has been excluded from being part o ven some further excursions to Victor Harbor or the Barossa

the Tour Down Under next year? alley.
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: I would also like to acknowledge the assistance of the Red
Ms CICCARELLO: Perhaps you did it, Mark. Cross in preparing for the arrival of the refugees. It has been
Members interjecting: involved in coordinating volunteers to assist and organising
The SPEAKER: Order! the provision of material goods. The Red Cross has held

Ms CICCARELLO: After staging whatwas considered information services for over 200 volunteers who want to
by many to be the most successful start of a stage on THeelp. | think it really says something about our community
Parade in January this year, officials from Major Events andhat some 200 people have indicated their willingness, in a
Tour Down Under met with representatives of the Norwoodvoluntary sense, to assist with the settling in and the accom-
Council for a debrief. At that meeting, the council representamodation of these people. That really is a demonstration of
tive was asked whether Norwood would be prepared to pathat important quality of the South Australian community of
$10 000 for the privilege of being included as one of thewhich I am sure we all are very proud: that is, when people
stages next year. The council officer, very correctly, indicatecre in need, we gladly give them what we can.
that he could not give that undertaking and said that it was a . .
decision for the council, because it had budget implications, The overwhelming support that South Australians have

The council duly discussed the request, agreed to pay the fggown for thesg pec_)ple, wh_o aré experiencing yvhat I WC’.Uld
and communicated this to Major Events, only to receive escribe as unimaginable difficulties, is something of which

response on 19 May stating that Norwood had not bee}{€ can all be proud. | seek the support of the House and the
included in next year's program. | have been told that Por roader South Australian community to ensure that we issue

Adelaide and Victor Harbor also have been excluded from th YE'Y warm South Australian welcome to the Kosovo
event next year. refugees on Sunday.

The Hon. J. HALL: As the honourable member would
be aware, some of the details about the agreed circuit have
not been publicly released. At this stage, there are still some DENTAL SERVICES
decisiqns on the edges that hav_e not been f_"ﬁa”se‘?'- Many e kOUTSANTONIS (Peake): Can the Minister for
councils OferEd support but, W't.h the speqﬂc notice oNy,man Services guarantee that, in spite of waiting lists of up
Norwood, | will ascertain the details and notify the honour-y, 19 years for dental care, patients are receiving appropriate
able member as soon as possible. and proper treatment? | have been informed that, because of
the waiting lists at the Adelaide Dental Hospital, dentists are
pulling teeth that could be saved rather than performing more

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Can the Premier inform complex dental treatment that requires follow-up care.
the House of the arrangements in place to welcome refugees The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would like to see the
from Kosovo to South Australia? evidence—and perhaps the honourable member could

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As all members would be well produce some evidence. Itis easy to make fairly bold claims,
aware, the South Australian Government is pleased to be abdgich as the honourable member has done. My understanding
to offer a safe haven for those affected by the crisis ins that the appropriate treatment is provided. As | understand
Kosovo. | understand that about 130 refugees will arrive int, the honourable member is asking whether there is any
Adelaide from Sydney on Sunday evening. Considering thevidence that, in fact, teeth are just being pulled deliberately
hardships that they have experienced and the difficulties thap that patients do not have to have ongoing treatment. My
they are still facing, | am sure that, as this is a very traumatiginderstanding is that that is not the case. However, if the
time for them all, South Australians will make them feel honourable member has evidence to the contrary, | ask him
welcome, safe and comfortable. to bring it to me.

As has been previously indicated, the refugees will be
housed at Hampstead Safe Haven. Upon arrival, we have
arranged for all the refugees to receive health checks,
vaccinations and counselling, where appropriate. In addition,

KOSOVO REFUGEES
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GRIEVANCE DEBATE Environment Day. | was delighted to be able to attend this
special festival and delighted with what | saw, for a number
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the of reasons. First, | was delighted with the large crowd that
House note grievances. was present. My wife and | attended in the afternoon, and |
understand that the crowd had been fairly constant all day. |
Ms RANKINE (Wright):  Yesterday | attended the launch was particularly pleased to see the number of young people
of the Marra Murrangga Kumangka enterprise at Salisburyparticipating in many of the activities that were part of the
the trading name of which will be Marra Dreaming. | havefestival. Secondly, | was pleased by the achievements of the
spoken about the Salisbury Aboriginal women’s group in thisNational Parks and Wildlife Service in South Australia,
House on several occasions. Yesterday their art gallery anghich were obviously on show. Those who have the responsi-
craft enterprise was officially opened, with a wonderful bility for the management of our parks so often are criticised
gathering of Aboriginal elders, members of the Aboriginalbut not often enough receive praise for the excellent work
community, Salisbury representatives, community representgey do.
tives and skilled and dedicated artists. Sadly, one of those,

Phoebe Wanganeen, was missing yesterday. Phoefgement of volunteers in conservation in this State. | want

Wanganeen is a wonderful woman, well known throughoutg (efer to onl o

! S y two or three groups, recognising that many
thg S?Ilsbury area andhthrr(l)ugh all c_>f Adelre]qde in the Abﬁ'groups of volunteers were involved in the festival. | refer
riginal community. She has provided this group with oo ricyjarly to the National Parks Foundation, which is a

enormous guidance and wisqlom,. and helped them S arvellous organisation. The board members are all involved
together through some very trying times, and | would like 10, 4 honorary capacity. Fortunately, the foundation is now

place on record my best wishes to her for a speedy recoveryy, o 1o employ a couple of people to assist it with the

since | understand that she is in hospital. wonderful work that it is doing, and | will say more about that
I'was very proud to be there yesterday, because over Qjjge |ater. The second group of people, of course, are the
long time I have witnessed the long and hard struggle that thigrjends of Parks in South Australia and the consultative
group has gone through. | am sure that members recall myommittees. It is always fantastic to see what they are
talking about the education program that was cut by th,chieving, what they have been able to achieve and the
Salisbury TAFE, their eviction from their premises and the;gmmitment that they all show to the work they are doing.
loss of their equipment. They had to move to a local churclye 5re very fortunate in this State to have so many people

hallin the back blocks of Salisbury. Throughout all this, thesgg|ved in those organisations and prepared to put so much
women maintained a commitment to one another, to theifime into the support of our national parks in this State.
culture and their people, and to the young people. | would
like to extend an invitation to all members of this House to
visit their premises on Waterloo Corner Road.

Yesterday | saw the amazement on the faces of peop
who visited the centre for the first time, seeing the skills thes
people have and the quality of the art and craft they hav
produced. No-one looked more amazed than the Ministe
who had come out to launch the enterprise. | am sure peop . - ; S
heeremember myasing e sl of hese peopie wanirfFh SIS, e b ki bt bl vk
g(r:ri:;iifirstihi (rsn%\ﬁrﬁun;?nnetszvgi];ri ctuolf Slr;?i stbaﬁy %r ;%g‘g;fmedia personalities and supporters were present to encourage

mately three years. That building remains empty, andl;)eople to become involved in the Optus Walk for Wildlife.
yesterday we visited the premises which had no heating, no A number of other corporate sector organisations were
cooling, no floor coverings, a two burner portable hot plateinvolved, including: Santos, Messenger Newspapers, Rossi
and which is located two kilometres from the central businesB00ts, TransAdelaide, the Passenger Transport Board, Paddy
district of Salisbury. | was amazed that the Minister had théallin, 5AD-FM, Gillingham Printers, Venue-Tix, Nicholas
effrontery to turn up. Birks, BankSA and, of course, the Department of Environ-

I do not believe that this enterprise will fail: the shy ment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs, just to name a few.
demeanour of the women involved is not an indication offhe other member of the corporate sector that deserves
their strength, their determination and their commitmentrecognition is Gerard Industries, which has given tremendous
They have all these qualities and have shown them over tH&Ipport to research work into the very small population of
past 18 months. Sadly, the words of commitment that we heaf€llow tailed black cockatoos on Eyre Peninsula. It was
in this House constantly from this Government do not matci@ltogether an excellent day for the environment and for
its actions in relation to these people. We have a Governmef@nservation in South Australia, and particularly important
owned building that remains empty, yet | understand we arBecause of the involvement of so many people in a voluntary
paying about $15 000 to rent this privately owned premise§apacity.
which is, as | said, two kilometres from the central business
district. | want to offer these women my sincere congratula- Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth):1 speak this afternoon about
tions. To a large extent, their battle has been won. | am sur@ function that | attended, along with a whole lot of people
they will succeed, but | believe that their success will be inincluding my colleagues the member for Wright and the
spite of this Government, not because of it. member for Florey, on Monday night at the City of Salisbury.

It was the official launch of the South Australian Youth

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):l want to take the Entrepreneur Scheme, shortened to SAYES. It was launched
opportunity to refer to the National Parks Festival that waswith a welcome by Mayor Tony Zappia and remarks by
held in Belair National Park last Saturday to celebrate WorldMr Ray Michell, the head of Michells and a board member

The third area that really impressed me once again was the

The other thing that really impressed me was the support
of the corporate sector, a number of members of which were
ble to support this festival. Optus gave magnificent support
rough the Optus Walk for Wildlife. The foundation hopes
at this will become an annual event on South Australia’s
nvironment calendar, as do I. As part of the Optus walk the
atron of the foundation, His Excellency the Governor of
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of SA Business Vision 2000 Incorporated. It was a verythat mess. It would be appropriate for the Government to look
uplifting occason. at that legislation and either a deposit or a litter levy needs to
SAYES has been established to assist young Southe considered.
Australians aged between 15 and 26 to develop and imple- The second matter that | would like to focus on is the cat
ment new ideas and business opportunities. It is an initiativand dog legislation, which is being reviewed at the moment.
of SA Business Vision 2010, which is a business-led=rom my perspective as a State member, | believe that the
collaboration supported by many community groupsdogcomponent of the legislation seems to work well, but the
education groups and all levels of government. | understandat component does not seem to work at all. | still get
that there are three SAYES schemes: one in Salisbury; oreamplaints from people in terms of what cats are able to do,
in Charles Sturt council area; and | think that the third one isand that aspect of the legislation needs to be significantly
somewhere in the south. tightened. At the moment, it is rathed hocacross the State.
These initiatives have been put in place to encourag€ome councils are trying to do something, some may have
young people with ideas to start a business or a venture artibne something but most councils are not doing anything. We
to provide help and support to enable them to do so. The sohiave a situation where cats are allowed to roam free, do what
of things that are provided are regular information sessionghey like and be annoying, yet there is no remedy for that
free business workshops; mentor support in areas where theghaviour. | urge all members to take note of their constitu-
may need help such as marketing, finance and legal issueants and make a submission to the review of the cat and dog
assistance with preparing business plans; assistance lggislation.
applying for grants and loans; and other assistance in terms The other matter that | wish to address is what has become
of funding. my recurring theme, and that is biotechnology. As someone
At the launch we had an opportunity to hear from twoinvolved on behalf of the State Government in trying to
young women, Ms Donna Mason and Ms Rebecca Johnsonpmmercialise biotechnology in this State, | have been
who are the proprietors of the Absolutely Fabulous Propmeeting with the various university vice-chancellors. To
Shop. These two young women spoke about their experienggovide an indication of some of the exciting developments
in establishing a theatrical props design, construction hire arithat are happening, | will deal today with Flinders University
sales business. They explained to the people at the launch jastd then subsequently | will refer to Adelaide University and
what they had done and how they had managed to géhe University of South Australia.
themselves established. They handed out their business cardsFlinders University has developed significant multi-year
and their attractive brochures and presented a very goarbntracts with various pharmaceutical companies and other
picture of where they are going. They mentioned howorganisations. The university is working on developing salt
important it was to have help and support. The most importtolerant eucalypts for environmental remediation and
ant thing they did was put together a business plan, whicbeveloping drug screening strategies and, because of your
helped them to be realistic and to set goals that they couldackground, Mr Speaker, you would be particularly interested
achieve and measure. They demonstrated to all of us hoim some of the developments that are occurring in relation to
their business had got up and going. drug compounds and what they can do in terms of improving
In the audience were people from different agencies sucthe health and welfare of people.
as schools, local government and employer community Flinders University has established Flinders Bioremedia-
groups. Itis important to congratulate Business Vision 200@ion Pty Ltd to commercialise its innovative biotechnology
on this initiative. These are the sorts of things that we neetbr treating soils and water contaminated with hazardous
to establish in our community to promote innovation, tosubstances and for waste management. Some projects are
encourage young people, particularly our young people, tander way at Port Adelaide and elsewhere where innovative
have a go and above all, provide the support to enable thetechnology is being used in ways that would not have been
to be successful. This is the way of the future and | offetthought of years ago. The university is also a member and
congratulations to all involved, particularly the City of contributor to three cooperative research centres active in
Salisbury, and | look forward with interest to watching it biotechnology, namely, the CRC for molecular plant breeding

grow. technology, the CRC for tissue growth and repair, and, most
) . ] recently, the CRC for bioproducts.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):First, | should like to One project focuses on the growth and repair of animal

address the matter of litter. | realise that litter is not the mosind human tissue following injury using small proteins called
important environmental issue, but it is a significant one. lgrowth factors, and that is proceeding very well. The second
is time that we looked at some of the containers that end uproject uses biopolymers (thickeners and stabilisers) which
in the litter stream that are not subject to the beveraggre used in the production of foods such as yoghurt, and these
container deposit. Perhaps we should consider a deposit @ife being developed and will help the food industry. The third
containers not presently covered, such as cardboard contairoject, which relates to molecular plant breeding, involves
ers or plastic bottles, or perhaps we should impose a levy, bdeveloping, testing and implementing effective strategies for
something needs to be done to create a so-called level playirgreal and pasture grass breeding. They are some examples
field and, importantly, to do something about the problenvf biotechnological research taking place.
that arises particularly in connection with takeaway food
outlets. Mr SNELLING (Playford): Last Tuesday I travelled to
Members would be well aware that, approximately oneSydney with the Select Committee on a Heroin Rehabilitation
kilometre away from fast food outlets, the litter is fairly Trial. Late in the evening | had the opportunity to travel
evident. The proprietors or franchisees of those outlets do natround the Kings Cross area with the Salvation Army. | pay
appear to be making a concerted effort to do anything abodtibute to the work that the Salvation Army does. From my
it, and | do not believe that is reasonable and fair that locaéxperience on Tuesday night, | was very impressed with its
government and civic-minded people should have to clean upork.
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Basically, a vehicle travels around to the various hauntsvhen | owned cars that probably could be stolen fairly easily,
of Kings Cross, and the Salvation Army workers offer coffeebut he then said that one fellow who had recently been in
to the people who live on the streets in the Kings Cross aregrison for car theft apparently came out and had a master key
That is basically an inducement, since their main purpose ithat he believed would fit any car of that particular make. |
to offer counselling and short-term assistance to these peopden very concerned that there are such things as master keys
to offer them the opportunity to enter a very different way ofand that literally your vehicle is unsafe anywhere and at any
life from the one they are living, and to show them that therdime if a person who has perhaps served time or who has
is hope and another way of living. If they have an addictionaccess to that master key can help himself.
they offer the hope that there is an opportunity to break that It is time that we did something to redress this escalating
addiction, and that there is a better way of life. problem of car theft. | am referring not necessarily just to

We travelled over the route from 10 p.m. until midnight South Australia but to Australia as a whole. I noticed from
on Tuesday night, and | was quite startled by the humaone of its bulletins issued last year that the Australian
misery that | encountered. Perhaps the worst thing | saw wasstitute of Criminology was calling for a partnership
a 16 year old girl who was working as a prostitute. She hathetween the States to address the issue of car theft.
come from the Gold Coast and had been working as a Infact, in Australiain 1996, some 122 000 vehicles were
prostitute since she was 14 years old. Overwhelmingly, istolen, and Australia continues to have the second highest
seemed that the male and female prostitutes whom weft rate behind the United Kingdom amongst developed
encountered that night had some sort of substance abusetions. Without doubt, older cars are more likely to be
problem, and generally they came from either an abusive a&tolen, but it is costing insurers some $650 million per
dysfunctional background. annum, and it costs the community more than $1 billion.

This afternoon | would very much like to pay tribute to the Apparently, it is the 14 to 20 years age group that is respon-
Salvation Army. | know they do very good work here in sible for the major number of car thefts, and often car theft
Adelaide as well, but particularly | pay tribute to the threein early adolescence seems to be a key indicator of an
Salvation Army workers—the two professional peopleescalation in offending behaviour through adolescence. It is
employed by the Salvation Army to do that work and also theaime something was done about this issue.
one volunteer—with whom | went out that night. | pay
special tribute to the tremendous work that the Salvation
Army does, and | particularly wish to thank the Salvation
Army officers in Sydney for the opportunity that they gave
me on Tuesday.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON WATER ALLOCATION
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Recently a constituent of mine IN THE SOUTH-EAST
contacted me concerning an incident that occurred at the end
of last year. His car had been stolen from one of the townsin The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | move:
my electorate by four kids, as he described them, aged That the committee have leave to sit during the sitting of the
between 12 and 17 years. He telephoned me on the dajouse today.
following a conference he had had with the four offenders.  pMotion carried.
Whilst he had lost $1 500 in real damages to his car plus
additional inconvenience and costs, he had received $500  STAMP DUTIES (CONVEYANCE RATES)
from those offenders. He asked me who had proposed the AMENDMENT BILL
idea of conferences and whether | thought it was fair and just
that he receive only $500 compensation for a minimum of  Adjourned debate on second reading.
$1 500 damages to his car as a result of its being stolen. | (Continued from 27 May. Page 1486.)
informed him that the immediate past Parliament had
introduced the idea of conferences and that we felt it was a Mr FOLEY (Hart): This Bill is tied into the budget and,
step forward in seeking to address the problems in ouas is the Opposition’s stated position on budgetary matters,
community, and he acknowledged that. it will have our full support. This Bill is one of those little
But as a result of our conversation, | learnt of the easesleepers that has got through without a lot of public attention,
with which a vehicle can be stolen. | asked him how his cabut it is a revenue raising measure of the order of $7.5 million
had been stolen. He said that he had left it in a car park in o $8 million. In the normal course of events, | would use this
particular town and had gone into a business in the eveningpportunity to launch a stinging attack, yet again, on the
and just a matter of minutes later someone reported that ori@overnment’s big spending, high taxing budget. However,
car had backed into another car. People went out of thgiven what will follow through the course of the afternoon,
business and this lad noticed that his car was missing. | think that | will reserve my energy for other debates and
When he confirmed to me that it was in a matter of two orspare my lungs and throat from terrorising the Government
three minutes that his car was stolen, | asked whether it haaler its sloppy budget—its tax and spend budget.
been hot wired, and he said, ‘No, they had a key that fitted It is a tax and spend budget of the highest order, as it had
my car.’ | found that hard to believe. He said, ‘Believe it orto be to plug all of these holes: $141.5 million for the
not, | have found over the last few months that the key to myemergency services levy; increased fees and fines; another six
car fits three other cars of the same make.’ radar cameras, and this and that; and, of course, $8 million
Mr Lewis: What make? of stamp duty. It is fair to say, though, that this particular
Mr MEIER: I will not disclose the make to the Parlia- stamp duty measure applies to property values between
ment because | do not think it will help the situation, but it is$500 000 and $1 million. Not many Labor voters will be
a real concern if one key can fit quite a few other cars. Thaaffected. Perhaps some members opposite will feel the sting
upset me a little, and | suppose | had heard it in earlier daylut | do not think that too many members on this side of the
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House and their constituents will be aggrieved by this taxunion cheques had a separate financial institution identifica-
impost. The Opposition will support the Bill. tion, building societies will now be able to draw cheques on

| suspect that my colleague the shadow Minister fortheir own financial institution or on the financial institution
Finance (Hon. Paul Holloway) might raise with the Treasurespecial service provider. The practice of drawing cheques on
in another place—and this is perhaps a bit academic; | am natbank through agency arrangements, as is currently the case,
absolutely certain of the status of Commonwealth-Statavill now change. That is the most important area of this Bill.
negotiations over the State financial packages—that one d¢if encourages competition between the identities in the
the agreements the State Premiers arrived at with the Prinfgnking sector and certainly allows the rates of building
Minister in relation to the GST was that a whole raft of stampsocieties and credit unions to be more comparable with those
duties would be removed, although they were business stangffered by the banks. | support this Bill.
duties and would probably not affect this, anyway. | would  Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
be interested to know how this measure affects the Commomtages.
wealth-State agreements on a raft of stamp duties.

As | said, it is a minor point that can be raised elsewhere ROAD TRAFFIC (DRIVING HOURS)
and, no doubt, a proper answer can be given. In accordance AMENDMENT BILL
with the ALP spirit on budgetary issues, the Government can
have its taxes but, as we will do with all of its taxes in its ~ Adjourned debate on second reading.
budget, we will remind the electorate at the appropriate time, (Continued from 1 June. Page 1513.)
and that will be at the ballot box in two years.

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Bill is part of national

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, uniform legislation to regulate the hours that drivers of
Children’s Services and Training): | thank the member for commercial vehicles may work. South Australia is the first
Hart for his contribution. The honourable member is correcttate to legislate. The Bill applies to vehicles of more than 12
in saying that the increased rates of duty apply only taonnes gross vehicle mass and to buses with capacity to seat
amounts above $500 000. It is expected that the rates wouldlore than 12 people. The Bill provides that no worker in the
mainly affect commercial property transfers and, in fact, venindustry may work more than 14 hours a day, and that is
few residential contracts would be affected. Also, the stamplefined as driving a vehicle or working in the yard, a
duty payable on $1 million properties continues to be loweombination of both. The Bill also provides that a worker
in South Australia relative to, for instance, Victoria, Westernmust have one day off in seven. The purpose of the Bill is to
Australia and Northern Territory. For property values ofavoid overworking transport drivers, to avoid their falling
$5 million and above that stamp duty will continue to beasleep at the wheel and harming themselves and others on the
lower in South Australia relative to other States, includingroads and to try to avoid the need for drivers to use stay-
New South Wales, Victoria and the two Territories. | thankawake drugs to keep them working outrageously long shifts.

the Opposition for its support of this Bill. The Bill provides for the hours that drivers work to be
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainindogged by the drivers themselves. Some would like driver-
stages. specific electronic-monitoring devices to be used rather than
logbooks relied on, on the basis that logbooks might be

STATUTES AMENDMENT (FINANCIAL fiddled. | understand the Bill has a provision for driver-
INSTITUTIONS) BILL specific electronic-monitoring devices to be used, should

) ) devices of sufficient accuracy be devised. For all | know they
Adjourned debate on second reading. may have already been devised, but the Bill certainly
(Continued from 26 May. Page 1423.) provides for them to come in in the future as a way of

) ) ) monitoring compliance with the Bill. The Opposition is
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | realise now that, in the previous happy to support the Bill.

debate, | had a great opportunity to attack the Government on

its tax impost on business and the silence from business in The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

this area but my mind is elsewhere at present with th&ervices):l want to say how much | appreciate the comments
electricity debate soon to take place in this Chamber. Thignd the support from the Opposition on this Bill. The Bill

Bill is also subject to much speculation in terms of what thecjearly is one that is of benefit to the State. | thank them for
States and the Commonwealth may agree to in terms of whiafeir support on the legislation.

taxes will be abolished and which will be extended further g read a second time and taken through its remaining
before they are abolished. This Bill relates to reform i”stages.
respect of cheques and payment orders the Commonwealth

has put in place to encourage competition in the area of \r MEIER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention

financial services. _ to the state of the House.
The Bill also relates to the FID impact on cheques to A quorum having been formed:

ensure that the situation is dealt with efficiently. This is a
fairly straightforward piece of legislation which ensures that ABORIGINAL LANDS TRUST PARLIAMENTARY

FID is continued to be collected, as it should be. It is a COMMITTEE
measure the Opposition supports and we are happy to see the
Bill proceed to the third reading. Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Wright:
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education, That this House expresses its regret that the committee has not

. ) . LN met since November 1996 and condemns the Minister for Aboriginal
Children’s Services and Training): | thank the member for affairs for not providing an annual report to the Parliament in 1998
Hart for his support and contribution. Where previously creditas required by legislation, and calls on the Minister to convene a
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meeting of the committee forthwith and provide the annual report a&eneral would not have allowed the Bill to become law in

a matter of urgency. that form.
(Continued from 25 March. Page 1282.) The Bill also ensures that the tenant can see the true cost
of the outgoings claimed from him by the landlord. It
Motion carried. introduces a cooling off period of five days before a lease is

signed. With a five plus five lease, a tenant who was having

RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL LEASES (TERMS OF difficulty negotiating a renewal with the landlord could hold

LEASE AND RENEWAL) AMENDMENT BILL over for up to six months unless the landlord could demon-
strate that he had a genuine alternative tenant ready to install.

Adjourned debate on second reading. If the landlord insisted on relocating the tenant within the

: f 20 A P 1833, shopping centre and gave the tenant more Fhar_l 10 per cent
(Continued from 20 August. Page 1833.) extra floor space without the tenant’s requesting it, the tenant

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | support the Bill, which was would noF be charged for the extra space. )

brought before the House by the member for Gordon. Since 'N€ Bill also seeks to have the landlord reimburse the
| have been in the House, there have been many debates tgant for the cost of a forced relocation during a shopping
the rights of shopping centre tenants, and this Bill is arfentre redt_evelopment and fqr lost profits caused b_y reloca-
occasion for another debate. When it comes to the rights ¢fon- The Bill further seeks to tie landlords to demanding only
tenants in shopping centres, it is only the Australian DemoPonds of a maximum of four weeks' rent rather than the bank
crats, the Independents and the Parliamentary Labor Pargparantees which they currently demand of some prospective
who are willing to stand up for them, because whatevefenants.

goodwill there is on the Government side towards small These are all worthwhile reforms and they are supported
retailers is negated by the Attorney-General, who is &Y the Parliamentary Labor Party, the Democrats in another
landlords’ man. Members opposite who have supported thelace and the Hon. Nick Xenophon. That is why these
rights of small retailers over the years, such as the memb@&mendments are before us in a Bill. There is only one way
for Hammond, the former member for Florey and the formeithat these beneficial amendments will be defeated and that is
member for Kaurna, will know that whatever efforts they by the Liberal Party’s voting against them. | appeal to the

have made on behalf of the small retailers have always bedrarliamentary Liberal Party to support this Bill introduced by
vetoed in the Party room by the Attorney-General. the member for Gordon and to join with the Parliamentary

I think it was only three years ago that a select committe&-2P0r Party in doing something worthwhile for shopping
on this matter, together with a further Bill, resulted in centre tenants that does not substantially infringe on the rights

shopping centre tenants winning the all important right ofcf ©wnership of landlords.

reference upon re-letting of their premises in a shoppin )
(F:)entre. The AQtorney-GengeraI and tﬁe Liberal Party regigte% Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
that change but we managed to get it into legislation applying
only to new leases. So, if you wrote your lease after, | think, JETTIES
3 February 1997, you got the advantage of preference upon .
re-letting. To make myself clear, | mean by preference upon MS HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |
re-letting that, when the shopping centre lease comes up fGOVe:
renewal, the landlord should give the existing tenant the right  That this House calls on the Minister for Government Enterprises
of preference unless there was some compelling reason tHatguarantee continued safe public access to jetties for recreational
the landlord had to remove the tenant from the tenancy. If onBUrPoses, including fishing.
has a tenancy in a big shopping centre, the whole of one3ust recently, the Minister for Government Enterprises
business hangs off one’s tenancy. In most cases, one canrastnounced the intention of this Government to sell yet
take a retailing business in a major shopping centre, havanother important infrastructure asset of South Australia: the
one’s lease terminated, go onto the street or into a striports Corporation. That would mean that all the ports owned
shopping centre and expect to write the same amount dfy the Ports Corporation around South Australia would be
business or very much business at all. sold to private interests. | personally oppose the sale of such

Shopping centre tenants rely very much on the continuassets. We have no firm proposition in front of us yet—no
ation of their tenancy, and the lease renewal can be held ovégtail about the structure of the sale and no detail of how it
them by their landlord. That right of preference was a VeryNi” be offered to sale. | understand that discussions are
important one but the Attorney-General, the Hon. K.T.taking place with various local governments and interested
Griffin, made sure, being a landlords’ man, that it appliedparties around South Australia to talk about some of the great
only to leases written after the Act was proclaimed and camé@ifficulties that arise from this proposed sale.
into effect, and | understand that was 3 February 1997. But | moved this motion because | want included in those
many shopping centre tenants have quite long leases—fidiscussions the issue of public access to those jetties owned
years by five years or perhaps five years by five years by fivey the Ports Corporation to which we currently enjoy
years—and they would not get the benefit of this provisiorrelatively free access. Not all jetties have access. Outer
until their lease, written before 3 February 1997, ran itsHarbor, for example, is closed off to public access because
course. The Bill before us, which was introduced by theof safety considerations, and | understand that Port Giles is
member for Gordon, applies the preference upon re-lettinglso closed during certain hours and when ships are in the
clause to all shopping centre leases current in South Australiport, also for reasons of public safety. Obviously, we all
The Opposition thinks that is a good thing. We supported itinderstand that, so | have not in my motion called for open
when the Bill was debated but we were not able to get it int@access to jetties, but safe access, where that is possible and
the legislation applying to all leases, because the Attorneywhere that is desirable. | call upon the Government to ensure



Thursday 10 June 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1673

that, in its discussions on structuring the sale process, thfer many people. | am sure that no-one in South Australia
issue be considered as a matter of importance. would like to see this activity limited by restricting access to

If these assets are sold into private hands (and | hope thttese jetties.
they are not), the issue of public liability will be a greatone | certainly hope that | am supported by Government
for the private owners of these assets. There may be insurangembers who represent the towns where these jetties are
considerations; there may be the possibility of being sued bgited. | am aware that this matter is very important to the
a member of the public who accesses one of the jetties amqgkople of towns such as Port Giles and Wallaroo. | hope that
gets hurt. The sense of obligation to the community held byheir local members are aware of the importance of jetties for
the Ports Corporation may not be passed onto a privatéeir constituents and that they will support this very
company that operates for profit. | understand that, foimportant motion.
example, SACBH may be interested in purchasing some of
these ports that might be for sale and, in that event, | would Mr MEIER (Goyder): This motion is very close to my
expect SACBH to show that sense of community and to allovheart, because three out of the 11 jetties that are affected by
access where possible. However, this may not be the cafee proposed sale happen to be in my electorate. | think that
with respect to all private companies who are interested ione of the key words in this motion is the word ‘safe’—
these ports. It is very possible that these companies miglguaranteed continued safe public access to jetties’. Without
simply fence off the ports. It would be easier for them to doquestion, | will seek to do whatever | can to ensure that public
that—there would be less worry and less expense: they wilkccess to jetties is guaranteed. In fact, only yesterday and the
fence them off and not allow public access to these jettiesday before | distributed petitions in the town of Wallaroo

| suppose that some of the most important jetties involveésking that, in the case of any sale or lease of the Wallaroo
would be Port Giles, Wallaroo and Port Adelaide. | have beefetty by the SA Ports Corporation, included will be a
to the Wallaroo jetty many times and, while | am not a keerguarantee by the successful bidder to maintain free public
fisherman, | must admit (mostly owing to my lack of successaccess onto the jetty throughout the year. Wallaroo relies so
in that sport), | do enjoy walking along the jetty and sitting much on its jetty, as many other towns rely on theirs; they are
watching my husband and son fish. | have noticed many othatery important.
people engaged in the same occupation. Fishing is a very The key thing in this motion is the word ‘safe’. | well
important leisure activity, and jetties are a very important partemember when the Labor Government was in power, and the
of that activity for those fisher people who are not able ta¢hen Minister was Bob Gregory. We had an incident on the
afford boats, for example, or those who simply want a quietVallaroo jetty where a gentleman who was fishing had his
evening or morning sitting near the shore on the jetty tryindishing rods lying on the jetty in such a way that the Marine
their luck. It is also very important for tourism, particularly and Harbors vehicle could not pass. The driver of the Marine
for a town such as Wallaroo. Wallaroo’s jetty is a veryand Harbors vehicle said to the gentleman fishing, ‘Excuse
impressive and much featured part of the Wallaroo townme, | need to get my vehicle up the jetty; would you mind
scape. Itis a long and beautiful jetty and it is well used. Itmoving your fishing rods, please?’ Apparently, the response
would be such a pity if access to this jetty was in any waywas fairly explicit expletives, so the driver said ‘All right: |
unnecessarily restricted by this sale process. will drive through,” and he drove over the fishing rods.

So far, the Minister has not given an indication that this Marine and Harbors was sued by the man whose rods were
is an issue of importance to him. He has refused to ensure thdtiven over, and guess who won—the chap who had had his
there will be public access to these important South Ausfishing rods driven over. As a result of that, the Minister said
tralian assets, and he refuses to recognise the importancetbfit Wallaroo jetty was going to be closed. | as local member
recreational fishing in this whole process. As | said, we arg@vent straight to Bob Gregory and said, ‘You can't close
willing to make allowances where there are safety consideVallaroo jetty. He said, ‘I'm sorry, John, but we have to
ations, but it is very important to these small towns—verylook after the interests of our people. It's a commercial jetty.
important to Port Adelaide even—that the public has théMe have to guarantee their safety, and you only need one
ability to walk around these jetties and that tourists have theerson to abuse it Thankfully, the Minister was not able to
ability to have access to these jetties and to appreciate tlearry out the closure and negotiations occurred, but ever since
beauty of our coastline from the jetty’s edge. To unnecessarthat time threats of closure have been made against the
ly shut off these jetties and restrict that access that people $allaroo jetty. To help combat that, a few years ago | was
enjoy now would be perhaps a minor, but certainly well felt,successful in pushing for a walkway to be constructed on the
casualty of the continued privatisation by this Governmentjetty, which is there now. It allows access to the spur jetty at
| certainly hope that any proposal to sell the ports will comeall times.
before this Parliament so that we will have an opportunity to | am very pleased that it is there, because the threats have
debate the matter and have some say in it. But that is n@ontinued. In fact, only in the past year or so the Manager of
clear. PortsCorp said to me, ‘John, I'm afraid we're going to have

The Opposition certainly calls on the Government not tao close the end section of the Wallaroo jetty from where the
proceed with this process of sale of these important Soutbheds commence.’ | asked why, and he said, ‘Because the
Australian assets. But if it does, through this motion | ask theanumber of fires that are lit at the end of the Wallaroo jetty at
Minister to consider the interests of the public, thenightis such that we are scared that one day we will wake up
community around these towns, the tourists who visit thesand half the jetty will have burned down.’ | said, ‘Surely we
towns and also the recreational fishermen, who seem to haean have proper policing for that.’ | told him that he would
been very much under attack from the current Governmerie having a fight with me as local member if he tried to close
and who feel it very keenly. There are a great number oit. Thankfully, nothing further was done, but | am acutely
recreational fishermen in South Australia. It is a veryaware that, if a fire started and the jetty was burned down, |
common, well loved sport, which is relatively cheap and easyould have to accept some of the blame for having ensured
to get into and which provides a great many hours of leisuréhat it continued to be open.
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Recently, a gentleman told me that he walked up the jettynay end access for fishing. Mr Holloway said that the Olsen
with his father, an older gentlemen, who apparently trippedsovernment has already said that the sale of the State’s ports
over one of the spikes that was jutting out and fell head firstvould be unconditional and that it cannot guarantee that all
on to the jetty. Whilst he was shaken, thankfully there was nports will remain open.
serious injury. Can members imagine the situation if that | hope that | have brought to Parliament’s attention the
older gentleman decided to sue PortsCorp? He probably coufdct that maintaining access to the jetties has been an issue for
get tens of thousands of dollars in compensation. That coulshany years. | guess it goes back a good 10 or more years
apply in any situation, so the safety factor is the one bigvhen Labor was in power. Labor tried to close some of the
problem, and | acknowledge that. At present, PortsCorp ifetties and | as a Liberal had to fight hard to keep them open.
threatening to close jetties left, right and centre, so we d&o, let us not play politics about this: let us keep it fair and
need something put into any sale document to ensure thaven. | get a little upset when | read those comments in my
access to the jetties will continue. area. So far as | am concerned, the Hon. Paul Holloway can

| realise that each jetty is handled differently, and that Porstay well clear of my area. | do not mind the honourable
Adelaide is basically closed these days anyway, althoughrhember opposite (or any other member) coming and enjoying
am not at all familiar with that. In the case of Wallaroo, somehis holidays, because | know that he appreciates it and does
of the locals have said to me that they are prepared to set ut abuse the privilege when he is there. But Mr Holloway,
a Jetty Watch program, and they already have 10 peopko far as | am concerned, can stay out of this altogether and
prepared to be available on a daily basis to patrol the jettyjot try to upset people.
because itis only a few people who seek to muck it up for the Mr Clarke interjecting:
rest of the honest citizens of this State. There is no doubt that Mr MEIER: Unfortunately, the honourable member is
this whole issue has to be carefully considered. In myight: it is his electorate, too. That is an issue | will not go
electorate it is not only Wallaroo but also Port Giles. | realisento. Whatever the case, safe public access to jetties needs to
that Port Giles is basically shut when ships are in, althoughe further considered, there is no doubt about that. It has been
it is still open when no ships are in. Again, it is very incon- a problem for many years now and, seeing that the jetties will
venient and has affected the number of people who go therge sold, | hope that something specific can be written into any

In the case of Klein Point, that is somewhat isolated fromsale contract.
any close town and, because Klein Point is a private quarry,
| am uncertain as to how many people use that jetty for Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | support the motion. As the
fishing. | assume that it would be a minimum number butmember for Goyder knows only too well, | am a frequent
nevertheless, | hope that public access can continue there. ¥isitor to Wallaroo. | use the Wallaroo jetty with my daughter
least the Government has undertaken a major step in offerirgn every summer holiday up there. In fact, she caught her
the rest of the recreational jetties in South Australia to locafirst fish on the Wallaroo jetty! So, | am a very strong
government. In the case of Yorke Peninsula, something liksupporter of the Deputy Leader’s position that there should
$2 million was given to local government to bring them upbe continued safe public access to all our jetties. Our beaches
to scratch, and the District Council of Yorke Peninsula isare a very important tourist drawcard. If there was no easy,
absolutely delighted with the deal. Because it is able to do thpublic and free access to the Wallaroo jetty, | would say that
work itself, it has brought many of its jetties up to a high tourism in that town would die quickly, and the same can be
standard and hopes to do that for the remaining jetties. So, $&id for Port Hughes, Moonta and elsewhere throughout the
is an issue that needs to be considered further. State where citizens enjoy their annual leave.

The importance of public access to commercial jetties is  Of course, it is not just when they are on annual leave that
a matter that the Parliament must consider, but | would likgpeople enjoy the jetties, because on any suburban jetty at any
to emphasise that it needs to be free public access. It wdisne of day or night and in any weather, people can be found
pointed out to me in Wallaroo during this last week that infishing or strolling up and down. A jetty is a promenade. On
Victoria or New South Wales they are now starting to chargeur hot summer nights, when we have seven days or more in
for access to jetties. In one situation where they wer@xcess of 35°C, for those of our citizens who do not have air-
previously charging $1 per head, that has now gone up to $8onditioning, the jetties can help bring much needed relief,
per head to get on to the jetty. One can imagine a family ofand some people sleep there overnight whether or not they are
say, five—mum, dad and three kids—wanting to pay $25 tdishing.
have a quick walk up the jetty. No-one would pay it. I donot ~ Mr Lewis: It used to be underneath, though.
want to see that come in, either. There may well need to be Mr CLARKE: As the member for Hammond pointed out,
compromises. Perhaps when ships are loading or unloadingpmetimes people would sleep under the jetty. The points
access will be restricted. Wallaroo has gone through that fanade by the member for Goyder do not address the issue
the past few years and we are used to it. Thankfully, we haveaised by the Deputy Leader. A Government Minister has said
the walkway so we can have access to the spur jetty 24 houtisat the Government wants to sell the Ports Corp and, as far
a day. as he is concerned, he will not drive down the price that is

There may need to be other compromises. If a communitpeing sought for the Ports Corp by putting in caveats that
is prepared to set up a Jetty Watch committee, that also withere will be free public access to those jetties, even after they
be considered and, therefore, will guarantee access to tli@nsfer into private hands. That is what the member for
jetty. | must admit that | cannot speak for the other jettiesdNapier has put forward in this motion.
around the State. | would say, however, that it upsets me, as We hope that the Government does not sell the Ports Corp
was reported in th€ountry Time®f 28 April, that the Labor and we will try to frustrate it with respect to that issue.
Party has sought to scaremonger about the possible closud®wever, if it does, it should be an upfront condition that we
of jetties. That article quotes shadow Primary Industriewill not go the way of the United States and elsewhere where
Minister Paul Holloway as saying that, if the State’s commerthere are private beaches. The best beaches are bought up by
cial jetties and wharves are privatised, the new private ownergrivate entrepreneurs and access is denied to a large range of
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people who cannot afford to buy their own plot of beach. They do not have to be able to afford a boat. They need
Even if the Ports Corp transfers into private hands, thenly to be able to afford a hook and line and they can get their
traditional right of every South Australian and Australian whobait and go fishing. They can use jetties in the way that the
wants to walk on our jetties, provided they are safe, shoulthember for Ross Smith mentioned, that is, to promenade as
not be inhibited. If they wish to fish from the jetties, they well as go fishing with children, whether their own children
should not be inhibited from doing so and they should nobr other people’s children, or just go fishing alone. The great
have to pay a charge to do so, just because they have pasdmhefits which come in consequence of such relaxation are
into the hands of a private entrepreneur. If a private entreprerery important to reduce stress levels in society as well as
neur does not like those conditions, he does not have to bithen ensuring sanity from person to person. We are all
for them, and that should be a condition of sale. different but in that respect the vast majority of us derive

| urge the House to support the motion. This Governmengreat benefits from doing it.
and its members are capable of doing anything and support- However, it is not appropriate for us as a State Govern-
ing the most idiotic positions imaginable, but | hope that outment to continue to employ people in Government owned
of sheer common sense and a desire to save their owRotor cars or other vehicles to drive around the outports of
political skin they will support this motion and insist on the South Australia, there by the score, to examine whether or not
Government Minister concerned writing in such a caveat ithe jetties are in good repair and then send some work crew
any sale. If they do not and if just before election day we puut to do whatever maintenance work is necessary. That is a
out tens of thousands of leaflets and advertisements sayiY§ry expensive way of doing it. I illustrate that by referring
that as a result of another act of privatisation people will havéo the kind of expense incurred to fix a tap washer in a
to pay a $5 entry fee to take their child onto a jetty to fishteacher's house at East Murray in 1980. It cost $180 in 1980
during the summer holidays in the year 2001, no Governmeri¢ do that because, after a report by a teacher, an inspector
members will be left. That might be well and good from ourwent out from Adelaide in a four wheel drive to the teacher’s
point of view in terms of Party political posturing and taking home, examined the tap and found that it was leaking and
advantage of it, but it would set a very dangerous precedeieeded to be fixed. So the inspector drove back to Adelaide
for the public to be denied their rightful access to what isand sent out a plumber.
their asset already. Mr Venning: Was he a drip?

Mr LEWIS: | do not know whether the inspector was a
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move to amend the motion, drip or a gusher. | tell you that it cost some money. The

as follows: plumber went to fix the tap but found on arrival that it was
Delete ‘Minister for Government Enterprises’ and insert ‘local ? very OId.ta?' It:ad nc?t Cf)pel’ated at malnsbpressdurkt]e; I:lwads
government body in the area the jetties are situated’. rom a reticulated supply from a tower nearby and the hea

. . pressure was only about 30 feet, which is roughly 12 pounds
We strongly support local government in its provision andIOer square inch.

initiative in determ!ning what infrastructure it seeks to put in Because that was an old tap and he did not have either a
place and maintain to support and enhance tourism in it njacement tap with the right thread or a washer that fitted
locality. We have done that with a couple of million dollars. {4 tap, he came back to Adelaide and another plumber went
| strongly support the remarks that have been made by thg; the following week. Unfortunately, he got lost, so he had
member for Goyder, the observations that have been made by siay overnight in the hotel. He could not find the house the
the member for Ross Smith and the remarks made by thesy; morning but used half the wit that he did not have—he
Deputy Leader in moving the motion. didn’t have a wit, so he couldn’t use half of it—and eventual-
Jetties are a unique part of our life. Other States do nay discovered its location by asking somebody where to go.
enjoy so many. They come from our rich history of succesgyhen he got there he replaced the washer. The pity was that,
at growing very large quantities of grain in the adjacentpy replacing the washer he had procured for the tap, it had
hinterland and providing the means by which that grain camiready perished, so just one year later it had to be replaced

be efficiently transported across the gulfs to larger ports oragain, and that required the tap to be replaced. It cost $180
even in earlier times, not so much across the gulfs but beinge first time around.

loaded into Windjammers directly for Shipment tothe markets | make that point because it s|mp|y illustrates for us as
of the northern hemisphere. As it stands, they are a heritaggxpayers that we will get better value for our money if we
which the communities have had in consequence of the negfive grants to local government and leave the responsibility
that arose out of the necessity to shift our export produceor them to keep tabs on it and give the job to a local
away from the farmlands on the peninsulas and elsewhere @antractor or the Apex club to fix a busted timber, replace a
our coastline. rusted bolt or whatever else needs to be done along the way
We were blessed with that coastline, enabling us to opeim doing it. That way we will keep our jetties. Any other way,
up large areas of land without long land haul distancave will do what the previous Labor Governments attempted
between the farms and the jetties. It made us very prosperotsdo and that is close down several of them because they said
in our earlier years of settlement when we did not have théhey could not afford to fix them. Altogether it was a
benefit of high rainfall or of rich mineral deposits to sustainnonsense to proceed the way we were going.
us beyond what we got from the copper boom and then | therefore commend the member for bringing to our
perhaps our share of what came out of Broken Hill. That isattention the necessity to make an arrangement that will be
very important in the context of the proposition before usacceptable in perpetuity and trust that she will see the good
because now, with that heritage, people have acquiresense of the suggestion that | am making to hand it over to
cultural mores or patterns of behaviour which enable them ttocal government and to make a cooperative arrangement
enjoy the benefits of informal recreation and unstructuredvith local government to continue to provide councils with
activity as individuals and families that can be undertaken osome grant funds to maintain it. Jetties are important to
jetties, more particularly than perhaps any other way. tourism, and it will become part of the renowned South
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Australian lifestyle that the world is beginning to discover success, particularly when it comes to tax hikes. The wine
under our increasingly effective marketing strategies over thindustry has seen tax on its products increase from 0 to 41 per
last few years, which | acknowledge did begin under Mikecent on wholesale value in the past 15 years. That is not a bad
Rann, the current Leader of the Opposition, although théike, and still winemakers can prosper with that burden
program was a bit of a drip. hanging on their shoulders, but | believe enough is enough.
Drips aside, | want to ensure that the jetties remain, an@he wine industry underpins the economy in South Australia
that we do have an effective, sensible arrangement for theand its exports are a major earner for Australia. The industry
maintenance in perpetuity, and | commend the motion to thes performing extremely well, but we are seeing some signs

House. of a levelling or plateauing of that success. Certainly for
many years yet we will enjoy this success. Any increase
Ms KEY secured the adjournment of the debate. above the current tax levels will be a burden that will cool
this success and check enthusiasm for increased investment
WINE EQUALISATION TAX and, hence, development and, most importantly, jobs in a

regional area where it matters most.
I know that the Federal Government is listening. | have
(Tar;a;gé% g?éso?/ gfgﬁqsetr?t{i}w%i] the probosed 29 per cent wir e direct representations to the Federal Minister. My local
equalisation tax (WET) intgnds topef?ectively irrl)crease thgﬁecjeraI member, the Hon. Neil Andrew, who happens to be
current 41 per cent wholesale sales tax on wine to a 46 pehe Federal Speaker—
cent tax rate equivalent, raise an additional $147 millionin ~ Mr Meier: A good member, too!

(b) irr?::/?g;sig?r?\}\fil?](ecglrlﬁ:;g?gussaelgsk;y the introduction of WET, MrVENNING: And avery good member, as the member
contradicts the Prime Minister's assurance that prices will notfor Goyder points out, who understands the situation very

rise by more than 1.9 per cent under the GST: well. | have appreciated the support of the Premier and
(c) wine industry estimates that the proposed tax would cost 50@eputy Premier in an effort to have the lower level of 24.5
jobs nationwide and will have a disproportionate adverseper cent implemented as the WET tax, and they have both

effectin South Australia, including small wineries; and calls ; ; ;
on the Federal Government to reduce the WET proposal t(gnade public comments about that. They are listening and |

the revenue neutral rate of 24.5 per cent and provide exem™ quietly confident they will act, but we must keep up the
tions of at lease $100 000 for cellar door sales, tastings angiressure. Itis vital for South Australia that we do. You do not

promotions. milk an industry—and | believe that is what some are trying
(Continued from 3 June. Page 1615.) to do—because of its unparalleled successes. We should
promote further success with incentives, not cool it with a

Mr VENNING (Schubert): As the member for Schubert disincentive such as this.
and also representing the Barossa Valley and its regions, and | have a lot of sympathy for the motion, but | would
previously the Clare Valley, | am most concerned at thesupport an amendment which has not yet been indicated. It
Federal Government’s proposed tax structure on wine and theould be better if we changed a few words, so it more
expected extra impost of approximately $146 million. Asaccurately reflected the position. | do question the figures
members know, the Barossa Valley is the major premiuntontained in the motion. | am wondering how the mover
wine growing region in Australia, and certainly in South selected the figures, particularly the figure of $100 000 for
Australia, and to put any further taxes on the industry iscellar door sales. | am not confident about that figure.
totally unacceptable, particularly when the Federal Govern€ertainly, some work will be done in the near future. | will
ment said during the GST debate in the run up to the 1998ertainly support the motion if it contains the correct figures.
Federal election that ‘No section of our community will be | was also very pleased that the industry—
worse off under a new GST tax regime. Members interjecting:

The Barossa is booming, as we all know, and we wantto Mr VENNING: We will certainly sort that out and see
keep it that way. Job opportunities continue to grow in thenow we go. | am pleased that the honourable member has
region, which is directly attributable to the success of themoved the motion. Certainly | have a lot of sympathy for the
wine industry. | will not see that jeopardised in any way,motion and, in the end, will probably support it.
shape or form. To see the concern of both the grape growers
and the wine makers should be a wake-up call for politicians Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.
to reconsider the matter. | feel it is totally preposterous for the
Federal Government to implement a 10 per cent GST on all STUDENT UNIONISM
wine sales, including cellar door, and then add on its wine . . o
equalisation tax (WET) of 29 per cent. In some instances Adjourned debate on motion of Ms White:

bottled wine would be hit with a 22 per cent tax increase on  That this House— _ . N
top of that currently levied. (a) is committed to ensuring that South Australian university

. rograms and students are not disadvantaged and is therefore

tax increase. My information source is the Wine Makers (b) recognises the valuable contributions that student organisa-
Federation of Australia Inc. However, to be told that other ggfr:fm”:frl]'?te tcé ﬁggﬂ}e;”ESStugﬂﬁii fﬁ?ggvgﬁggges\}ggt ligglr?tfs(i)tfy
benefits will offset this increase can only be classed as tomorrow%’ commun?ty, gocial pand bLsiness Ieagers and
nonsense. | believe that the onus should be the other way g pnorts the universal contribution of all students in recogni-
around: bring in the new GST, plus the 24.5 per cent WET tion of the services which are provided for the benefit of all
tax and see how that pans out. If there are other advantages  students.
to the industry, then—and only then—should we consider an (Continued from 27 May. Page 1473.)
increase to level out at the higher level.

The wine industry is a real success story as we all know. Ms WHITE (Taylor): | continue my contribution of

I will be doing my utmost to see that nothing hinders this27 May on my motion against voluntary student unionism.

Adjourned debate on motion of Ms Hurley:
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The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: had to close child-care services, for example. The sporting,
Ms WHITE: The Minister asks me to recap my previous recreational, social and cultural services at those universities
contribution, so | will do that. On 27 May | read into had to be propped up by university funds, which are supposed

Hansard— to be for teaching and research, not for the services.
Mr Lewis: That's prolixity. Universities do not have the funds to provide these
Ms WHITE: What the hell is that? services: student union contributions do that. Regional
Members interjecting: campuses will be affected where students particularly rely on

Ms WHITE: My purpose in moving this motion is to services that are offered by those associations for their
make a clear statement to the students and universiampus life. The Federal legislation clearly is an ideological
communities of South Australia that we oppose voluntaryattack because the Liberal Party feels that the current dissent
student unionism. The Liberal Party in this State has hedgesh university campuses, as a result of university funding cut
on this issue. It has, over several years, distributed a letter tsacks, must be squashed. The Federal Government is
all student associations which gives the impression that #ttacking the organisations or the students because they have
opposes voluntary student unionism. This motion places oprotested.
record that opposition. Members will notice that the motion  Mr Lewis: No, that is paranoia.

picks up identical wording from that letter, which was  Ms WHITE: That s exactly what has happened. But what
distributed by the Liberal Party in the name of the Deputythe Government is attacking is the capacity of the universities
Premier on 5 May and which was sent to South Australianio provide these services. Universities cannot afford to
student associations. subsidise the students. The Australian Vice-Chancellor's

It also picks up the discontent of university communitiescommittee said the following about voluntary student
about this move right around the country. Why now? Becausgnionism:

South Australian universities are established under State Student associations are highly effective organisations for

legislation and the State Government has the power tQ,nning services for the benefit of students. If the Government's
introduce voluntary student unionism, as has happened i8gislation undermines the funding base of those organisations it will
Western Australia, and | will talk a little about the effect that mean that the services which they provide will no longer be provided
that has had. The Federal Liberal Party introduced legislatiorfh campuses and this will have a very negative effect on the quality
which has been delayed and which will be debated shortlﬁlr studentlife.
to introduce voluntary student unionism. However, given thdn theAustralianof 5 May, Alan Ramsay quoted the case of
strong promises by the Liberal Party in South Australia thaformer Chief Justice, Sir Gerard Brennan, who was very
it wants to protect South Australian university communitiesscathing. I do not have time to read his contribution. Young
and services by opposing voluntary student unionism, thisiberals right across the country have spoken against this
State Liberal Government did not bother to make a submignove. There has been opposition from Liberal backbenchers
sion to the recent Federal Senate inquiry into voluntaryn the Federal Parliament—lan Macfarlane, for example. Bob
student unionism—no submission at all. Katter of the National Party has claimed publicly that more
On the one hand the Liberal Party is trying to givethan 20 Federal Coalition MPs oppose the Government’s
students the impression that it will stand up for them and nofnove. Itis time that the State Liberal Party stood up, stopped
introduce voluntary student unionism, yet on the other hanfi€dging its bets and told the students once and for all whether
it refuses to take a stance. In fact, the letter from the Deputif supports voluntary student unionism. | ask every member
Premier—which is exactly the same letter in relation toOf this House to recognise the problems that voluntary student
student unionism that has been sent by the Premier on anotH#tionism will cause.
occasion and two former Ministers at every election—very The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Key): Order! The
carefully uses words such as ‘at this stage we will nothonourable member’s time has expired.
introduce voluntary student unionism’. So, what is at risk?
Student associations, guilds and unions, whatever one wants Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | speak to this
to call them, are some of the most important organisations ofiotion as probably the only member in the House who is
campus. They have an enormous effect on campus life. actually amember of a student union. I have been able to get
That point has been made by vice-chancellors, academi¢# proudly in the Government Party room and acknowledge
and most media commentators around Australia. Thegw1t I am a union member—not of my own free choice but
provide a wide range of services, and | will list for the Housebecause | am the victim of a set of arrangements at Adelaide
some of the services they do provide. They give students Eniversity (where | am about halfway through an MBA) that
voice in the way universities are run, through studenfequires me to compulsorily join a union.
participation on university councils and council boards. They Having read irHansardthe comments of the member for
subsidise food and drink, stationery and second-handaylor on thisissue, | find much with which | can agree, and
bookshops with, | might say, any associated profits going certainly acknowledge that the student unions as presently
back into servicing students. They enrich campus life byconstructed provide a range of valuable services to students.
supporting clubs and societies and bringing bands and othéean acknowledge that those services are extremely import-
cultural activities to university campuses. ant to campus life and to individual students. | can acknow-
They support sporting facilities: ovals, gyms, tennisledge that there is a need to raise funds from students and that
courts, university theatre, academic and legal counselling fdhere is probably a good argument for the raising of such
students, child care facilities, accommodation and employfunds to be mandatory for all students.
ment assistance and they run most of the ‘O’ Week activities. So there is a lot about the motion that | find quite accept-
Where voluntary student unionism has been introduced iable and agreeable, and | certainly would not speak in any
Western Australia, for example, student associations have lostay against the need for the provision of those services.
75 per cent of their income and have had to massively cutVhere | draw the line, though, is in the term ‘union’ being
back on their services. Some campuses in Western Australépplied to these arrangements. | have extreme difficulty with
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young students being told that they must join the union; thatecognise that there would be a need to raise some sort of a
joining the union is compulsory; and that being part of alevy or fund upon the students in order to ensure those
union is something that they must do, that they must bondervices were made available. Our objection involves the
with and that they must feel part of. | have considerablgerm ‘student union’.
difficulty with that term, and | ask why these organisations Ms Hurley: Get them to call themselves something
are not called by another name? different.

Mr Lewis: Associations? Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | would be more than happy

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  For example, | have no to have them call themselves something different. However,
difficulty, as my colleague the member for Hammondas long as they call themselves student unions, | will argue
suggests, with these organisations being called studettat no young person should be made to compulsorily be a
associations. Why not call them student guilds or studentember. If the name was changed, | would have no objection
amenities funds? Any range of names could adequatelwhatsoever. The very term ‘student union’ implies something
describe the real purpose and function of these organisatiortsat goes far beyond what these organisations actually do. It
However, that is not what the member for Taylor wants. It iscreates the wrong attitude and mindset. | am not opposed to
quite apparent frorfilansardthat she is not really focused on unionism: | commend it. | cannot imagine Australian life
the services these organisations are providing. What sheithout it. However, | am opposed to compulsory unionism
really wants is an acknowledgment of the term ‘studenin any form. It works against the best interests of employers
unionism’: we really want some sort of bond or message tand employees.
be sent to students that they have to be in a union. If thatis | know that the student union is not an employee union.
not the member for Taylor's purpose, she would have ndHowever, it suggests to people that it is. It sends a political
objection to an amendment to the motion to the effect that thenessage to students which 1 find an anathema. The term
student unions should change their name and be calleédtudent union’ should not be used and, if it is to be used, it
associations, student amenities funds or something elsshould be voluntarily. Therefore, | have difficulty in accept-
However, the Australian Labor Party would prefer that theing the motion as it stands. | understand the sentiments
term ‘union’ remain. expressed by the member for Taylor, and | commend her for

The term ‘union’ conjures up all sorts of wonderful many of them. However, | feel that the point has been missed.
images for young students. Some of them get very excited byes, there is a need to raise these funds; yes, there is a need
the fact that, for the first time in their life, they will be for the services to be provided; but is compulsory student
required to join the union. | remember a recent rally by aunionism the best way to do it? | think not.
group of students forcefully demonstrating for their right to
be compulsorily conscripted into a union. Thank heaven we The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | will make a brief
live in a society where people are free to demonstrate for ag¢ontribution on this subject, on which | have spoken in the
against voluntary anything. They were voluntarily demon-past.
strating to be involuntarily conscripted into the union! There  An honourable member interjecting:
are all sorts of messages in compulsory student unionism. The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| think | am an eternal student, but

As a member of the student union, | must register mythe flame is flickering. The issue—and | appreciate the
concern, as | said not because the services that the unisomments of the member for Waite—is that the name should
provides are not important—they are—and not because thele changed. They are not unions in the trade union sense. In
is not a need for students to pool together their funds tdact, in some areas of Australia, they are not called student
provide services on the campus—there is such a need: nunions at all: the term *guild’ and similar terminology is used.
objection is political and symbolic, that is, that no studentThere has been confusion, particularly on the conservative
should be lined up at university and told that they will not beside of politics, about these groups being trade unions. They
able to successfully complete their studies, receive theiare not, they never have been and they are not likely ever to
certificate or be accepted into campus life unless they join be so. It would be prudent for those groups to change their
union. It does not sit comfortably with me that any youngname and, therefore, more accurately reflect what they do.
Australian can be told that they must compulsorily do Interms of the issue of compulsory membership, members
anything of the nature proposed by the member for Taylor'sieed to reflect that in our society certain things are compul-
motion. | feel it is completely inappropriate, and it is sendingsory—taxes and council rates—and | have often used the
the wrong message both morally and politically to thoseanalogy with council rates concerning what you have to pay
young people. when you are a student at university. People who say that

There are other ways to do it. A compulsory amenities feainiversity union membership should be optional need to have
could be charged to all students to provide the servicean argument in terms of people accessing cafeterias and
outlined by the member for Taylor, with no mention of a facilities like that, just as people would have to have a strong
union. Financial arrangements could be entered into to ensusggument in relation to local government in bringing in user
that the range of services the member for Taylor calls fopays for library and similar services. The argument gets a bit
were adequately funded. All this could be done without thevobbly when you start to look at the sorts of services
word ‘union’ being used, without any requirement for peopleprovided by the student groups because | think the analogy
to be compulsorily conscripted into a union. Itis really aboutis more appropriate in terms of what happens in a local
messages. | note froiansardthat the member for Taylor government situation.
has attacked the Liberal Party and said what terrible chaps we We know that students can be political creatures and | am
are. Her attitude has been, ‘Aren’t they shocking? They don’glad that they are. | wish more of them were politically active
support student unionism.’” If we dig deeper than the surfacand interested because, in the past 20 years, too many
on this, we find that all members on this side of the Housestudents have been focused almost solely on materialistic and
would be more than happy to support the provision of theseareer paths, which | am not saying are not important, but if
services to students and would be more than happy tahen a student you are not interested in political matters it
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is unlikely you ever will be. That has been a retrogradeunion. As the member for Fisher has said, perhaps the
development. If students do not like the activities of so callederminology is a little misleading, but | would like to address
student unions, the opportunity exists for them to gethose issues. At most tertiary campuses these days a number
involved, because we are talking about adults and not aboof organisations come under the umbrella of student services
minors or children. If students do not like what their associaor the student union. Depending on the campus, they have
tions do, they can change them; they can change the ruledifferent names. | probably know Flinders University best
practices and policies of those bodies. In that respect it iand the student union is the overall umbrella body looking
open to any student to be involved and I trust that they willafter students on that campus. It provides funding, through
be. There is scope for improvement, apart from changing tha board elected from the student population, including part-
name, and that relates to spending so that it is completelyme students, postgraduate students, overseas students as
transparent where the money is going and how it is beingvell as general undergraduate students.
spent. That information should be made available to themin The bodies set up under this umbrella include the student
an easily understood format. If students do not like where thenion, which looks after catering, health, student loans,
money goes, they should do something about it. housing, and job placement and also assists with funding
There is also an issue in relation to part-time students. $ome of the printing for the different organisations, clubs and
was a part-time student once (a long time ago) and it used &ocieties, including the very famous Labor club of which |
rile me a bit that | paid a significant fee as a part-time studentyas president for a number of years, as well as the Liberal
yet most of the facilities were either closed or generally notlub, which was not quite as spectacular but certainly
available to part-time students. That aspect needs to be looketlugged along. | refer to a number of other organisations
at as well. There is also the withholding of degrees untisuch as Amnesty International and organisations reflected
people pay their fee, and | believe that issue needs to beutside the student campus that are of great note in terms of
addressed with a bit of moderation. At university we knowhumanitarian and other support for people who are less
that much money collected from students goes into varioufortunate than the students at that campus.
activities, not only political, but | used to be annoyed about The sports association provides a whole lot of different
some of the money being diverted into elite sporting activi-sporting activities from the traditional football and netball
ties. In many cases sporting facilities were there principallyight through to self-defence, karate badminton and the like.
for the benefit of males and, whilst that has no doubt changedis to the student association of which | was the general
in recent times, it relates to the point | made earlier that theecretary for a year, it is the political wing of the union
spending should be quite transparent and students shoudttucture at Flinders University. That is normally an elected
know exactly where their fees go. position but | have to say that | was elected unopposed. The
In summary, | believe the name should be changed bgssociation is responsible for making sure that student issues
getting rid of the term ‘student union’ because they are noéire represented on Flinders University Council and that,
unions. The organisations should focus on having transparewhere decisions were made about students, there was an
spending. They should look at the way in which part-timeopportunity for proper consultation and transparency to
students are treated and the fees they pay and the universit@ssure that students had some control over the representation
should look at the policy of withholding the granting of and the point of view that was being put up for them. If ever
degrees until student union fees are paid. From 1993 onwarslge wanted to talk about transparency and democracy,
this Government has had a policy, which to my knowledgecertainly student associations around the country often go
has not been changed, that it would not get involved in thé¢hrough a painful process of making sure students know what
affairs of student bodies on the basis that these people atiee issues are and have an opportunity for input as well as a
adults. These are not trade unions, they never have been avete on the issues.
are not likely to be. I would also like to talk about some of the other services
This motion is a bit of a hybrid and contains many usefulthat are provided through the student union fee, particularly
aspects but paragraph (b) is the more constructive paragrafghe issue of student loans. While | was General Secretary, and
in that it recognises the contributions that student organisalso during my time at Flinders on the University Union
tions make. My own position is consistent. | do not believeCouncil, a number of students who were quite disadvantaged
the case for voluntary student unionism has been made B who had problems with financing their study would come
anyone and | believe, in terms of Federal politics, a fewto the Student Loan Committee, put up a case about their
people are fighting battles of 20 years ago, fighting on thearticular situation and money would be made available (with
battlefields of Monash, against Che Guevara and Castrtfye proper sorts of checks and balances that needed to be put
neither of whom have much significance in terms of Aus-in place for a loan—probably a little more lenient than the
tralian politics today. It is time for some Federal MPs to takelocal bank manager or financial institution) on either a
a big breath and relax in their recliner chairs and think aboutveekly or a monthly basis—a regular basis—or as a lump
their days at Monash, but not get motivated by them—  sum, to assist the student concerned, with them promising to
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: pay it back at an appropriate rate, sometimes over the period
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Some famous ones did. They of time that the student was at that campus.
should reflect on the past but not let it determine current | saw that as being a particularly important service that
policy as it relates to higher education. was made available. | am pleased to say that, while | was
chairing that Student Loan Committee, all the loans were paid
Ms KEY (Hanson): | wish to address this issue from a back, as agreed. Some people had further difficulties, which
point of experience, as well as the principle of studentshe committee considered, and made sure that those students
having student services. First, | was an official for thewere okay.
Flinders University Students Association, being the general Flinders University Job Placement was a very proud
secretary and | was also very much involved in the studentrganisation, and | have heard that, last year, more than 5 000
world at Flinders through clubs, societies and the studergtudents managed to gain, through Flinders University, a part-
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time or a casual job either during the vacation or on an The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Youth): As
ongoing basis. Why the Liberal Party would have concerndinister for Youth, | am interested in this proposition. | say
about these sorts of services is really beyond me. from the outset that | am noper se opposed to student
The student paper provided an opportunity for people taffiliation—although, like members who have spoken on this
contribute, and sometimes some controversial issues weside, perhaps | would choose to badge it as an association
involved but, needless to say, the paper was available t@ther than as a student union, because | think that it gives a
everyone. The General Secretary of the Students Associatiewrong connotation. Nevertheless, it is, and should be, a
had the responsibility of being not only the public officer butrelatively free association of students.
also the editor of that paper. Other services that were If this House concurred with the proposition that students
provided were postal services, services associated with trehould be compelled to contribute to student unionism, | hope
library, financial planning, and, if people were havingthat this House would also concur with an equal proposition
problems in their household, social work counselling waghat, if students were to be forced to pay a fee, with that
available for students. As | understand it, those services amgould come some responsibility on behalf of the student
still available at all our campuses here in South Australia. unions, because | think that all members of this House—
There has been a lot of confusion about the role of student Ms Key interjecting:
unions, and my understanding is that there is this divisionon The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
most campuses. As | said, there are clubs and societiesiember has had the opportunity to speak in the debate.
sports, catering, the general shops on the particular campus The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | will just share a few of my
and sometimes bookshops and stationery shops. | am pleasegeriences with the House—and perhaps members opposite
to say that the stationery shop at Adelaide University stillmight share a few of their experiences—as to what constitutes
provides the cheapest stationery in South Australia. Sqroper use of money, which is, after all, entrusted to the
students can avail themselves of that—as can the public—aredected representatives by the entire student body. When |
I would recommend that as a place of purchase for membersgas on the University Council of the University of South
in this House. There have been some recent changes to tAestralia | remember the absolute outrage when it was
bookshop on both campuses, but both Adelaide Universityealised that each elected campus president received a
and Flinders University run very cheap second-hand booksubstantial honorarium and the president of the student body
shops, which also sell new books at a discount rate, to makeceived a substantial honorarium. At one stage at the
those books accessible, and | know for a fact that, in additiotUniversity of South Australia they were, in effect, paying
to the students who pay the student fee, other people avalbstantially for five presidents, and goodness knows how
themselves of that service. many associated organisations, and it then emerged—and this
I would like to make some comments about my experiencé where democracy does work—
at a national level as a student representative. | was a student Ms Key interjecting:
representative for South Australia in the days when Peter The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: No, it was after the amalga-
Costello was a representative of his campus, and | think thahation. One of the negotiated points of the amalgamation was
there is documentation available (I do not have it at hand ahat all these presidents on each campus should continue to
the moment) that indicates that a number of members dfe paid. But then it also came out that not only were the
Parliament who were previously student representatives (arefudent bodies paying these presidents but there was a sitting
I am not just talking about Labor politicians such as Lindsayfee for members attending every meeting. It seemed that
Tanner, but certainly Peter Costello was one of the studerstome of these student representatives were so diligent in the
representatives) endorsed student unionism. An article igerformance of their jobs that one was led to wonder how
available in which Peter Costello goes on at great lengtithey ever attended lectures, so assiduous were they in
about his support for student unionism and student servicestending meetings, for which they gained a fee. | must admit
which are run by students and which have to be accountabtbat it was a great lesson in democracy, because very quickly
to the people who use them—the consumers or the studentke elected representatives decided that it had not been a good
In his contribution, the member for Fisher talked about hisdea after all, and they rescinded their own motion to grant
concern with respect to students these days concentrating dremselves these extraordinary fees. | suggest, like us, they
the vocational aspects of their campus life rather than whahight have been looking at the next election and wondering
I would call the enrichment side of life. Unfortunately, over what would happen to them when the student body realised
the past 15 years the situation has been that people do not gdnat they were getting away with.
to university because they want to learn or they want to |think most members here can cite instances of rules that
extend their knowledge. These days, people go to universitgre set up with good purpose, where clubs have been set up
because they have to get appropriate vocational training to gaithin universities basically for the purpose of obtaining the
to the next step and try to get a job. grant available from the student union, and they have not
| agree with the member for Fisher. | think it is a shamenecessarily served much good at all. So, while | am not
that the days of the 1970s, and perhaps the early 1980s, avpposed to student affiliations, | do believe that those
gone, when one would attend a tertiary institution to learnaffiliations should be absolutely transparent and accountable.
without necessarily thinking of a job that one wanted. | thinkl make no apology for saying that: it is the students’ money
itis very sad that students these days, unless they come frommd the students have an absolute right to see that money
a very wealthy family, do not have the opportunity to takeapplied in a transparent and accountable way. If the shadow
advantage of some of the courses that are available Minister says that it is transparent and accountable, fine. In
university. They have to make sure that they tailor their studyny time on the University of South Australia Council | saw
to courses that will help them obtain employment in the longa number of instances where | do not think it was transparent
run, and I think that that is a very sad thing. The inquiry intoenough or that those people were accountable enough. If that
tertiary education in the late 1970s pointed to this as being has improved since, fine. All | am saying is that, in any
problem for the future. process where people’s money is paid in, the people have a
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right to accountability and transparency. That is the messaghink there are some things wrong with the way it is done,
| am giving. and | am putting those on record. | think there are some

There are two other things that | would like to say briefly.things they can improve and, as Minister for Youth, | am
I am not talking about an easily achievable situation, but irputting those on record. However, | am not opposed to their
the debate on student fees one wonders whether it is not tfierming associations. | would rather, as | have said, see the
responsibility of the university governing body to provide for university pick up the whole bill and give it to the students
the welfare of its students. If we did have a truly freeto apply in a way where they retain some autonomy, but |
university system—and | acknowledge that we do not and tealise that is an impractical suggestion in a world where
acknowledge also that the movement is away from a freeniversity finances are constrained. However, | would urge
university system—the welfare of the students should be thtéhe unions to look at social justice as an issue for themselves
responsibility of the council and the council should apply theand for their students within the student body. | mean that
money to the students’ welfare. The students should not haxeeriously and constructively. It is perhaps something they
to pay a fee to ensure their own welfare when the universityhave not thought about before but perhaps it is something
council is responsible for that. they should think about.

Ms Key interjecting: | think everyone in this House believes that every student,

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | say to the shadow Minister every person in this country, has an equal right of access to
(who says that they lose control), ‘Not necessarily.” In aneducation, and the more barriers we can smash that are
ideal world, a world where students did not pay fees, yowstopping people from disadvantaged groupings getting into
could actually ensure that the council granted money to theur tertiary education systems, the better. | am saying that the
students, who could then have much the autonomy that thestudent union itself can play a part in this process—as should
have now. this Government, as should the Federal Government and as

Ms Key: That's the way it works. should every university council.

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The shadow Minister says
that that is the way it works. It does not, in fact, because the Ms WHITE (Taylor): | thank all members for their
university collects the money and passes it off; it is a ciphercontributions to the debate, and | would like to make a couple
In an ideal world the university would give the money as par®of quick comments in response. The member for Waite gave
of its budget process and not need to collect it. a pretty extraordinary explanation of why he would or would

Ms Hurley interjecting: not support this motion—and | am not sure whether or not he

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: The Deputy Leader says that does support it. I think he was saying that he would support
is not the current environment in which we are working, andhe motion if all student associations in South Australia
| agree: we are talking about what would be an ideal situatiorchanged their name from student unions to something else.
The last point | would like to make is this: | acknowledge the'What's in a name?’, | guess you could say to that.
shadow Minister’s point that nearly all university unions (and ~ Mr Hill interjecting:
tertiary institutions have similar bodies) have been quite good Ms WHITE: One of my colleagues points out that
at giving low interest loans to students who are in needperhaps credit unions should change their name to make the
students of low socioeconomic capability. member for Waite happier.

Something on which the unions themselves could do much Mr Hill:  What about Farmers Union?
more, and other sectors like local government are guilty of Ms WHITE: And Farmers Union.
the same thing, is this: | do not believe that many unions take Ms Key interjecting:
seriously enough the plight of people from low socioecono- Ms WHITE: Another of my colleagues interjects that
mic backgrounds and make enough differential in theperhaps the member for Waite boycotts certain dairy products
application of union fees. | know that it is almost a fee forbecause of the Farmers Union cooperative. The member for
service argument, which says that everybody is a member éfisher made some very valid points and, if | read him
the union, they all get equal service and they should all pagorrectly, said that he did oppose voluntary student unionism.
the same fee. But, in fact, rather than just giving loans td hope when it comes to a vote that he will reflect that
students in need, | think that the student bodies couldtatement. | have a copy of a letter written in his name from
seriously look at the fact that there are some disadvantagéds time as Minister for higher education, giving the impres-
students in their universities. If it means that some of theision to students that he opposed voluntary student unionism.
more advantaged students pay a few dollars more for thEhe whole point about this motion is to make a clear
purpose of giving relief to disadvantaged students, thegtatement to student associations, student unions, student
should look at that. guilds or whatever we want to call them in South Australia

| believe that the application of a single student fee is irthat we as a Parliament oppose voluntary student unionism.
itself a measure of social injustice. | believe that students We oppose what the Federal Liberal Government is trying
have traditionally stood up for those who are disadvantagetb do in attempting to threaten funding to universities unless,
in our society—and stood up a lot more strongly than perhapisasically, student associations are squashed. Quite simply,
our generation. It has been their role. | acknowledge that imwhat the Federal Liberal Party is trying to do is an unwarrant-
lending moneys they do follow this sort of philosophy, buted and unjustifiable intervention in the affairs of universities.
they do not, generally speaking, offer any remission tdtis being cloaked in sanctimonious language about freedom
students in need. They basically go to an assumption that th@f speech. The right to select students, to set requirements for
would condemn any Government for: that every student whawards and to determine the conditions under which students
comes into the place is equally capable of paying studenwill study are longstanding basic rights of universities,
union fees. | think they should provide— enshrined in State legislation that authorises their operations.

Ms White: Are you supporting the motion? The current proposals to introduce voluntary student

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | have just said ‘Yes.” | do unionism by using Federal funding power to override these
not have an argument against an association of studentsafrangements is a misuse of the Commonwealth funding role
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and represents a fundamental threat to university autonomtate, and | am sure that members who have visited the area
That is why academics from the Australian Vice-Chancellorsvould agree with me that it is a beautiful, interesting and
Committee, most media commentators and student associ@agile part of our State’s environment.
tions all around Australia have been protesting at this move. Unfortunately, the Minister for Environment once again
On 31 March, thousands of students took to the streets arouh@s not bothered to contribute to this debate. She has not
Australia to protest this move. The National Day of Action bothered to make any statement at all about the merits of this
on 5 May saw students protestiag massgnot because they application. She left the job to her colleague the Minister for
are members of the Labor Party, the Australian Democrats dPrimary Industries. It is no wonder that the Minister for
any other ideologically driven Party but because what th&nvironment is now such a joke in the environment move-
Federal Government is trying to do is wrong. This Statement. | will not tell the House some of the things that people
Government must stand up behind the impression that it triesalled her at a recent Labor Listens meeting on the environ-
to give students and once and for all say that it opposement.
voluntary student unionism. It cannot have it both ways. It Ms Hurley interjecting:
has tried for the last three years to give students the impres- Mr HILL: ‘Culler Kotz’, as my colleague said, and
sion that it supports them. This motion will provide the proof. ‘Killer Kotz’. The Minister’s reputation for things environ-
Motion carried. mental is diminishing at a rapid rate, and this is just another
example of an issue that she has failed to address. Minister
COONGIE LAKES Kerin spoke about this and told the House to trust him
. . . because it would all be fixed up in time. The members for
Adjourned debate motion of Mr Hill: Stuart and Hammond also spoke on this issue and were
That this House calls on the Minister for Environment andnegative in their tone and content. | will not address what the

Heritage to ensure that applications to grant wilderness status to t ;
Coongie Lakes wetlands be processed forthwith and calls on th ember for Hammond said, but the member for Stuart made

Minister to ensure that Coongie Lakes wetlands be given the highed Nasty personal attack on Vera Hughes, a former Director of
possible level of environmental protection once the exploratiorthe Wilderness Society. He called her irrational.

licences for the area expire in February 1999. Unfortunately, everyone who disagrees with the member
(Continued from 25 March. Page 1289.) for Stuart is called irrational. On this point it is the member
who is irrational because he fails to recognise that any part
Mr HILL (Kaurna): This motion asks the Minister for of the State should ever be protected. Is it not irrational to say
the Environment to do two things: first, process applicationshat none of the laws that we have to provide protection to
that have already been lodged with her department some timgecial parts of this State should be enacted and that all of the
ago to give wetlands status to the Coongie Lakes area; angtate should be open to exploration? Unfortunately, the
secondly, to provide the area with the highest possible levehember for Stuart believes that absolutely everything should
of environmental protection. The motion does not call on thehe subject to exploration, mining, etc. He would shoot the
Minister to make this a wetlands area nor does it say whajirds, dig up the trees and let the whole place turn into a
sort of status the area should be given. It merely asks her tguarry. This is a modest, sensible motion that is worthy of the
assess the applications and then, having processed themgigpport of the House.
provide the highest order of protection possible for this area. The House divided on the motion:

Itis not a great ask, especially given the special nature of the AYES (21)
area. Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
Unfortunately, the Government is opposed to this Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.
proposition. The Deputy Premier, in seeking to assure the Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F.
House that he is really a bit of a greenie, explained that he De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O.
recognises the high environmental values of the areabutwe  Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.
should trust him and his department because they are  Hill, J. D.(teller) Hurley, A. K.
undertaking a process of consultation to determine whether Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.
or not petroleum exploration will have a detrimental effect on Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D.
the environmental values and that there will be a report some Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
time in September. | do not accept that. My motion is not Thompson, M. G. White, P. L.
about petroleum: it is about environmental issues. The Wright, M. J.
process of assessment for wetlands could be conducted at the NOES (25)
same time the Department of Primary Industries and Re- Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
sources is going through its work. | thank those departmental Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
officers who have briefed me on what they are doing and the Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.
issues from their point of view. Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.
This motion should not be seen as an attack on Santos, Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
which has exemplary practice for environmental manage- Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
ment, and | thank that company for inviting me to the area, Kotz, D. C. t) Lewis, I. P.(teller)
showing me everything | wanted to see and answering all the Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A.
guestions that | wanted to ask. Clearly it has learnt a lot over McEwen, R. J. Meier, E. J.
its time there and clearly some of its earlier activity was less Olsen, J. W. Penfold, E. M.
than satisfactory from an environmental point of view, but it Scalzi, G. Such, R. B.
has learned and now its activities are fairly environmentally Venning, 1. H. Williams, M. R.

sensitive, given the nature of its operations. The termination Wotton, D. C.
of the licence period gives this Government a unique
opportunity to protect one of the mostimportant parts of this Majority of 4 for the Noes.
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Motion thus negatived.

No. 17. Page 3, lines 14 to 23 (clause 3)—Leave out the

definitions of ‘transferred asset’, ‘transferred instrument’ and

[Sitting suspended from 5.48 to 7.30 p.m.] r

ELECTRICITY CORPORATIONS
(RESTRUCTURING AND DISPOSAL) BILL

The Legislative Council agreed to the Bill with the

ansferred liability’ and insert:
‘transferred asset’ means an asset transferred by a transfer order,
sale/lease agreement or special order;
‘transferred instrument'—see sections 8, 11B and 11D;
‘transferred liability’ means a liability transferred by a transfer
order, sale/lease agreement or special order;
‘vesting order'—see section 10B.
No. 18. Page 3, lines 26 to 29 (clause 4)—Leave out this clause

amendments and suggested amendments indicated by thied insert new clause as follows:

following schedule, to which amendments the Legislative
Council desires the concurrence of the House of Assembly,
and which suggested amendments the Legislative Council
requests the House of Assembly to make to the Bill:

Schedule of the amendments made by the Legislative Council
No. 1. Page 1, line 8, Long Title—Leave out ‘the Electricity

Corporations Act 1994’ and insert:

the Development Act 1993, the Electricity Corporations Act

1994, the Environment Protection Act 1993, the Mining Act 1971

and the Superannuation Act 1988

No. 2. Page 1, lines 17 and 18 (clause 2)—Leave out this clause

and insert new clause as follows:

Commencement
2. (1) This Act (other than section 11A and Parts 2, 3 and 4
of Schedule 1B) will come into operation on a day to be fixed by
proclamation.
(2) Section 11A comes into operation on the day on which
this Act is assented to by the Governor.
(3) Parts 2, 3 and 4 of Schedule 1B will come into operation
in accordance with provisions contained in that Schedule.
No. 3. Page 1, lines 25 and 26 (clause 3)— Leave out these lines
and insert the following:
and includes, in relation to a transfer made or lease granted
a transfer order, sale/lease agreement or special order, a pres
or future cause of action in favour of the transferor or lessor;
No. 4. Page 1 (clause 3)—After line 27 insert the following:
‘body’ includes a Minister;
No. 5. Page 1 (clause 3)—After line 28 insert the following:
‘dispose’ of an asset includes grant a lease in respect of the asset;
No. 6. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 6 insert the following:
‘electricity infrastructure’ has the same meaning as in the
Electricity Act 1996;
No. 7. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 7 insert the following:
‘employee transfer order—see section 15A;
No. 8. Page 2, line 9 (clause 3)—After ‘includes’ insert:
a written agreement, undertaking or understanding,
No. 9. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 9 insert the following:
‘lease’ includes—
(a) a sub-lease or other derivative of a lease; and
(b) a licence or an agreement to grant a lease or licence,
(and ‘lessor’ and ‘lessee’ have corresponding meanings anf®
include successors and assigns); un
‘leased asset’ means an asset in respect of which a lease is
granted by a transfer order or sale/lease agreement;
No. 10. Page 2, line 14 (clause 3) —Leave out paragraph (b)

St

dir

and

insert new paragraph as follows:

(b) in relation to a transfer made or lease granted by a transfer
order, sale/lease agreement or special order, a present 6P
future cause of action against the transferor or lessor;

No. 11. Page 2 (clause 3) —After line 14 insert the following:

‘public lighting infrastructure’ means poles, equipment, fittings an

or wiring associated with the provision of lighting in a street or

other public place;

No. 12. Page 2, line 17 (clause 3)—Leave out the definition of

‘re-transfer order’.

No. 13. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 25 insert the following:
‘specially issued licence’ means a licence under the Electricity
Act 1996 issued in accordance with an order of the Minister
under Part 3B;

‘special order'—see section 11D;

No. 14. Page 2, line 27 (clause 3)—Leave out ‘public’.

No. 15. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 30 insert the following:
‘statutory corporation’ has the same meaning as in the Public
Corporations Act 1993;

No. 16. Page 3, lines 8 to 12 (clause 3)— Leave out the defini-

an

tions of ‘transferee’ and ‘transferor’.

Application of Act

4. Itis the intention of the Parliament that—

(a) this Act apply within the State and outside the State to the
full extent of the extra-territorial legislative capacity of
the Parliament; and

(b) the provisions of this Act, and orders and agreements
made and other things done under this Act, have effectin
relation to assets, liabilities, transactions, acts and matters
situated, arising, entered into, done or occurring within or
outside the State whether the applicable law would, apart
from this Act, be South Australian law or the law of
another place; and

(c) acourt, tribunal or other body exercising judicial powers
in a place outside the State apply South Australian law to
the determination of any question about the effect of this
Act, or the effect of an order or agreement made or other
thing done under this Act, despite any inconsistent law of
that other place.

No. 19. Page 4, line 9 (clause 5)—Leave out ‘transferred to a
ate-owned company or the Minister under this Act’ and insert:
of a body by which assets or liabilities have been acquired under
a transfer order
0. 20. Page 4, lines 11 and 12 (clause 5)—Leave out ‘trans-

rred to a State-owned company or the Minister under this Act’ and

ert:

of a body by which assets or liabilities have been acquired under
a transfer order

No. 21. Page 4, lines 21 to 25 (clause 5)—Leave out subclause

(3) and insert new subclause as follows:

(3) The Minister (or the Minister’s delegate) may, despite any
other law or instrument, authorise prospective purchasers and
their agents to have access to information in the possession or
control of—

(a) an electricity corporation; or

(b) a body by which assets or liabilities have been acquired

under a transfer order,

that should, in the Minister’s opinion (or the delegate’s opinion),

be made available to the prospective purchasers for the purposes

of the authorised project.

No. 22. Page 4, lines 26 and 27 (clause 5)—Leave out ‘The
ectors and employees of an electricity corporation or State-owned
mpany must, despite any other law, instrument, contract or
dertaking—' and insert:

Members of the governing body and employees of an electricity
corporation or a body by which assets or liabilities have been ac-
quired under a transfer order must, despite any other law or

instrument—

No. 23. Page 4, line 29 (clause 5)—Leave out ‘State-owned
mpany’ and insert:
body

No. 24. Page 5, lines 7 to 9 (clause 6)—Leave out paragraphs (a)
d (b) and insert new paragraphs as follow:
(a) an electricity corporation or a body by which assets or
liabilities have been acquired under a transfer order; or
(b) a current or former member of the governing body or
employee of an electricity corporation or body by which
assets or liabilities have been acquired under a transfer order;
or
No. 25. Page 5, line 12 (clause 6)—After ‘authorised’ insert:
despite any other law or instrument to the contrary
No. 26. Page 6, lines 3 to 36 and page 7, lines 1 to 22 (clauses 8
d 9)—Leave out clauses 8 and 9 and insert new clauses as follow:
Orders to effect transfers, leases and other restructuring
8. (1) The Minister may, by order in writing (a transfer order),
do one or more of the following:
(a) transfer to a State-owned company, Minister, electricity
corporation or any instrumentality of the Crown or
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statutory corporation, or the Crown, assets or liabilities
(or both) of an electricity corporation;
(b) transfer to a State-owned company, Minister, electricity company.
corporation or any instrumentality of the Crown or Subcontracting performance of obligations to State-owned
statutory corporation, or the Crown, assets or liabilitiescompanies
(or both) of a body by which assets or liabilities have 9. Despite any other law or instrument, an electricity
been acquired under a transfer order; corporation may, if authorised to do so by the Minister, sub-
(c) grant to a State-owned company, Minister, electricity  contract to a State-owned company the performance of all or part
corporation or any instrumentality of the Crown or of the electricity corporation’s obligations under a contract.
statutory corporation, or the Crown, a lease, easementor No. 27. Page 7, line 25 (clause 10)—Leave out ‘(or re-transfer
other rights in respect of assets of or available to anorder)’.
electricity corporation; No. 28. Page 7, line 28 (clause 10)—Leave out ‘(or re-transfer
(d) grant to a State-owned company, Minister, electricityorder)'.
corporation or any instrumentality of the Crown or  No. 29. Page 7—After line 37 insert new clauses as follow:
statutory corporation, or the Crown, a lease, easementor - Conversion of electricity corporation to State-owned company
other rights in respect of assets of or available to a body 10A. If the Governor so declares by proclamation, Schedule
by which assets have been acquired under a transfer 14 applies to an electricity corporation specified in the
order; . proclamation.
(e) extinguish a lease, easement or other rights held by a Vesting orders
State-owned company, Minister, electricity corporation 10B. (1) In any case where there appears to the Minister to
or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory  phe 5 gispute or doubt as to the ownership of public lighting
corporation, or the Crown, in consequence of a transfer  jy¢rastructure, the Minister may, by order in writing (a vesting
order. order), declare that the ownership of public lighting infrastructure
(2) 1t— - . . . specified in the order is vested in an electricity corporation, State-
(a) an electricity corporation has an easement in relationto  gyned company or council specified in the order.
electricity infrastructure on, above or under land; and (2) Before making a vesting order that relates to public
(b) the Minister, by a transfer order, transfers part of the  jighting infrastructure, the Minister must consult with the council
infrastructure, or grants a lease or other rights in respect  of ihe area affected.
of part of the infrastructure, to a body of a kind referred (3) A vesting order effects the vesting of the specified public
to in subsection (1), . lighting infrastructure in accordance with its terms by force of
the Minister may, by the transfer order, transfer to the body rights - 1his Act and despite the provisions of any other law or instru-
conferred by the easement but limited so they operate in relation ,ant.

to that part of the infrastructure (which rights will be taken to ; - ;
constitute a separate registrable easement) and may, by a “8' ?,ﬁ Ezgi%lnp?ffelr tl%gos(gliingtile)w Cl‘lgﬁ\slgso LljtltAh'Stg Iﬁée'
subsequent transfer order, transfer to the same or a different bo foII6W' -rag ’ ’
rights conferred by the easement but limited so they operate i Lo - s .
relation to another part of the infrastructure, whether on, above Disposal of electricity assets and limitations on disposal
or under the same or a different part of the land (which rights will 11A. (1) The Crown, an instrumentality of the Crown or a
also be taken to constitute a separate registrable easement). ~ Statutory corporation must not— .

(a) sell or transfer prescribed electricity assets; or

(3) In exercising powers under this section in relation to . .
(b) sell or transfer interests or rights as a lessee under an un-

assets or liabilities of, or available to, a body other than the A - ‘ Y :
Minister, the Minister is to be taken to be acting as the agent of authorised lease in respect of prescribed electricity assets;

the other body. or _ . .

(4) A transfer order takes effect on the date of the order or on (c) grant an unauthorised lease in respect of prescribed
a later date specified in the order. electricity assets. _

(5) A transfer order effects the transfer and vesting of an asset __(2) Shares in a prescribed company must not be issued and,
or liability, or the grant or extinguishment of a lease, easement N the case of shares owned by an instrumentality of the Crown
or other rights, in accordance with its terms by force of this Act ~ OF @ statutory corporation, must not be sold or transferred—

(10) A power may not be exercised under this section in
relation to a company that has ceased to be a State-owned

and despite the provisions of any other law or instrument.
(6) The transfer of a liability from a body discharges the body
from the liability.

(a) ifthe company or a subsidiary of the company owns pre-
scribed electricity assets; or
(b) if the company or a subsidiary of the company is the

(7) If a transfer order so provides— lessee under an unauthorised lease in respect of prescribed

(a) a security to which a transferred asset is subject ceases to electricity assets. )
apply to the asset on its transfer by the transfer order; (3) Subject to the limitations under subsections (1) and (2),
(b) a security to which a leased asset is subject ceases to the Minister may by agreement (a sale/lease agreement) with
apply to the asset on the grant of the lease by the transfer another (the purchaser) do one or more of the following:
order. (a) transfer to the purchaser assets or liabilities (or both) of

(8) A transfer order may provide that references to a body of an electricity corporation; o
a kind referred to in subsection (1) (the first body) in a specified (b) grantto the purchaser a lease, easement or other rights in
instrument or an instrument of a specified class (a transferred respect of assets of or available to an electricity
instrument) are replaced by references to another body of a kind corporation, o
referred to in subsection (1) (the second body), and in that case— (c) transfer to the purchaser assets or liabilities (or both) of

(a) the instrument is modified as provided in the order; and a State-owned company; )

(b) the second body accordingly succeeds to the rights and (d) transfer to the purchaser shares in a State-owned

liabilities of the first body under the instrument as from company;

the date on which the transfer order takes effect or the (e) grantto the purchaser a lease, easement or other rights in
date on which the instrument takes effect (whichever is respect of assets of or available to a State-owned
the later). company;

(9) The Minister may, by order in writing, declare that the (f) transfer to the purchaser assets or liabilities (or both) that
effect of the whole or part of a transfer order is reversed and in have been acquired by a Minister, any instrumentality of
that case (despite the provisions of any other law or instru- the Crown or a statutory corporation under this Act;
ment)— (9) grant to the purchaser a lease, easement or other rights in

(a) the order will be taken to have come into effect contem- respect of assets that have been acquired by a Minister,

poraneously with the transfer order; and any instrumentality of the Crown or a statutory

(b) transfers or grants identified in the order are cancelled and corporation under this Act.

will be taken never to have been made; and (4) A lease is an unauthorised lease for the purposes of this
(c) transferred instruments identified in the order are to be section only if—

construed as if they had never been affected by the (a) it confers a right to the use or possession of prescribed

transfer order. electricity assets for a term extending to a time, or
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commencing, more than 25 years after the making of the
lease; and

(b) the exercise of the right is not expressed in the lease to be
conditional on approval of the right by a resolution passed
by each House of Parliament in accordance with this
section.

(5) If a lease confers aright of a kind referred to in subsection
(4)(a) and provides that the exercise of the right is conditional on
approval of the right by a resolution passed by each House of
Parliament, it is not lawful to waive, vary or remove that
condition.

(6) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to—

(a) the sale or transfer of prescribed electricity assets, or
interests or rights under a lease in respect of prescribed
electricity assets, to the Crown, an instrumentality of the
Crown or a statutory corporation;

(b) the granting of a lease in respect of prescribed electricity
assets to the Crown, an instrumentality of the Crown or
a statutory corporation;

(c) the issuing, sale or transfer of shares to an instrumentality
of the Crown or a statutory corporation;

(d) the sale or disposal of prescribed electricity assets in the
ordinary course of the maintenance, repair, replacement
or upgrading of equipment;

(e) the exercise by a person other than the Crown, an in-
strumentality of the Crown or a statutory corporation of
a right under an instrument executed before 17 November
1998;

(f) the performance by the Crown, an instrumentality of the
Crown or a statutory corporation of an obligation under
an instrument executed before 17 November 1998.

(7) Subject to subsection (8), the following provisions must
be complied with in relation to the approval of a right of a kind
referred to in subsection (4)(a) by a resolution of each House of
Parliament:

(a) the resolution may relate to rights of that kind conferred

by more than one lease; and

(b) no more than one resolution approving rights of that kind
may be passed; and

(c) if a motion of a Minister for a resolution approving rights
of that kind has been defeated, no further motion may be
moved for such a resolution; and

(d) the resolution must be passed—

0] after the return of the writs for the first general
election of the members of the House of
Assembly that occurs after the commencement
of this section; and

(i)  not later than five years after the first lease

conferring a right of that kind was made; and
(e) each lease to which the resolution relates, and a pre-
scribed report relating to that lease, must have been laid
before each House of Parliament—

0] not later than 14 sitting days after the end of
two years from the date on which the first
lease conferring a right of that kind was made;
or

(iiy  if, before the end of the period referred to in

subparagraph (i), sale/lease agreements have
been made providing for the disposal of all
prescribed electricity assets of or available to
an electricity corporation, State-owned
company, Minister or any instrumentality of
the Crown or statutory corporation (whether by
the granting of a lease or the disposal of
shares)—not later than 14 sitting days after the
date on which the last such sale/lease agree-
ment was made.

(8) If the right to possession of prescribed electricity assets
reverts to the Crown, an instrumentality of the Crown or a
statutory corporation through the expiry or termination of a lease,
subsection (7) does not apply in relation to a further lease
conferring a right of a kind referred to in subsection (4)(a) in
respect of all or some of those assets, but a resolution approving
the right may only be passed if the lease and a prescribed report
relating to the lease have been laid before each House of
Parliament not later than 14 sitting days after the end of two years
from the date on which the lease was made.

(9) If alease in relation to which a resolution has been passed
by each House of Parliament in accordance with subsection (7)

or (8) is terminated, subsections (1) and (2) do not apply in
relation to a further lease granted to another person on substan-
tially the same terms and conditions as, and for the balance of the
term of, the former lease.

(10) If a resolution is passed by each House of Parliament
approving a right of a kind referred to in subsection (4)(a), a
variation that has the effect of increasing the term for which the
right is or may become exercisable may not be made to the lease
conferring the right unless the variation is approved by further
resolution passed by each House of Parliament.

(11) In this section—

‘prescribed company’ means a company any of the shares in

which are owned by an instrumentality of the Crown or a

statutory corporation other than as a passive investment only;

‘prescribed electricity assets’ means any of the following

situated in South Australia:

(a) electricity generating plant (other than plant with a
generating capacity of less than 10 MW);

(b) powerlines (within the meaning of the Electricity Act
1 ;

(c) substations for converting, transforming or controlling
electricity;

(d) land on or under which infrastructure of a kind
referred to in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) is situated,

but does not include anything excluded from the ambit of the

definition by resolution passed by each House of Parliament;

‘prescribed report’, in relation to a lease, means a report

prepared at the request of the Minister—

(a) giving a true and fair assessment, in present value
terms, of both of the following:

() the total amount paid or to be paid to the
State under or in connection with the lease
and any related transactions;

(i)  the total amount that would be repaid or

foregone by the State if a resolution were
not passed approving any right of a kind
referred to in subsection (4)(a) conferred
by the lease; and
(b) setting out the information and assumptions on which
the assessments are based;
‘right’ includes a contingent or future right.
Provisions relating to sale/lease agreements

11B. (1) If—

(a) an electricity corporation or State-owned company has an
easementin relation to electricity infrastructure on, above
or under land; and

(b) the Minister, by a sale/lease agreement, transfers part of
the infrastructure, or grants a lease or other rights in
respect of part of the infrastructure, to a purchaser,

the Minister may, by the sale/lease agreement, transfer to the
purchaser rights conferred by the easement but limited so they
operate in relation to that part of the infrastructure (which rights
will be taken to constitute a separate registrable easement) and
may, by a subsequent sale/lease agreement, transfer to the same
or a different purchaser rights conferred by the easement but
limited so they operate in relation to another part of the infra-
structure, whether on, above or under the same part or a different
part of the land (which rights will also be taken to constitute a
separate registrable easement).

(2) A sale/lease agreement may transfer assets or liabilities
(or both) to a State-owned company, Minister, electricity
corporation or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory
corporation, or the Crown, with effect at the end of the term of
a lease (whether granted by the agreement, a transfer order or
otherwise) or in specified circumstances.

(3) In exercising powers in relation to assets or liabilities of,
or available to, a body other than the Minister, the Minister is to
be taken to be acting as the agent of the other body.

(4) A sale/lease agreement effects the transfer and vesting of
an asset or liability or shares, or the grant of a lease, easement or
other rights, in accordance with its terms by force of this Act and
despite the provisions of any other law or instrument.

(5) The transfer of a liability by a sale/lease agreement
operates to discharge the transferor and the Crown from the
liability.

(6) Unless the sale/lease agreement otherwise provides—

(a) the transfer of an asset by a sale/lease agreement operates
to discharge the asset from any trust in favour of the
Crown;
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(b) the transfer of the shares in an electricity corporation or
State-owned company by a sale/lease agreement operates
to discharge the assets of the company from any trust in
favour of the Crown.

(7) If a sale/lease agreement so provides—

(a) a security to which a transferred asset is subject ceases to
apply to the asset on its transfer by the sale/lease agree-
ment;

(b) a security to which a leased asset is subject ceases to
apply to the asset on the grant of the lease by the
sale/lease agreement.

(8) A sale/lease agreement may provide that instruments
identified in the agreement, or to be identified as provided in the
agreement, are to be transferred instruments.

(9) If an instrument is identified in, or under, a sale/lease
agreement as a transferred instrument, the instrument operates,
as from a date specified in the agreement, subject to any modi-
fications specified in the agreement.

Subcontracting performance of obligations to purchasers

11C. Despite any other law or instrument, an electricity
corporation or State-owned company may, if authorised to do so
by the Minister, subcontract to a purchaser under a sale/lease
agreement the performance of all or part of the electricity
corporation’s or State-owned company’s obligations under a
contract.

Special orders

11D. (1) The Minister may, by order in writing (a special
order), transfer assets or liabilities (or both) of the purchaser
under a sale/lease agreement to another body or bodies.

(2) A special order may only be made at the request of the
purchaser made within 12 months of the date of the sale/lease
agreement and with the consent of the other body or bodies.

(3) Only one special order may be made at the request of the
same purchaser.

(4) In exercising powers under this section in relation to
assets or liabilities of the purchaser, the Minister is to be taken
to be acting as the agent of the purchaser.

(5) A special order takes effect on the date of the order or on
a later date specified in the order.

(6) A special order effects the transfer and vesting of an asset
or liability in accordance with its terms by force of this Act and
despite the provisions of any other law or instrument.

(7) A special order may provide that instruments identified
in the order, or to be identified as provided in the order, are to be
transferred instruments.

(8) If an instrument is identified in, or under, a special order
as a transferred instrument, the instrument operates, as from a
date specified in the order, subject to any modifications specified
in the order.

Terms of leases and related instruments

11E. (1) The Minister is to endeavour to ensure that a
prescribed long term lease in respect of prescribed electricity
assets or a related instrument contains terms under which—

(a) the lessee’s right or option to renew or extend the lease
must be exercised not less than five years before the
cor;mencement of the term of that renewal or extension;
an

(b) the risk of non-payment of rent (including amounts to be
paid on the exercise of a right or option to renew or
extend the lease) is addressed at the commencement of
the lease by the provision of adequate security or other
means; and

(c) the lessee must provide adequate security in respect of
compliance with requirements as to the condition of the
leased assets at the expiration or earlier termination of the
lease; and

(d) the lessor accepts no liability for, and provides no war-
ranty or indemnity as to, a consequence arising from—

0] the lessee’s use of the leased assets in trade or

business; or

(i)  pool prices in the National Electricity Market
or a similar or derivative market relating to the
supply of electricity; or
competition between participants in the
National Electricity Market or a similar or
derivative market relating to the supply of
electricity; or
regulatory change in the electricity supply
industry; and

(iii)

(iv)

(e) the lessee must indemnify the lessor for any liability of
the lessor to a third party arising from the lessee’s use or
possession of the leased assets; and

(f) the lessee must have adequate insurance against risks
arizing from the use or possession of the leased assets;
an

(g) the lessee must ensure compliance with all regulatory
requirements applicable to the use or possession of the
leased assets; and

(h) the lessor is entitled to terminate the lease if a breach of
the lessee’s obligations of any of the following kinds, or
any other serious breach, remains unremedied after
reasonable notice:

0] failure to obtain or retain—

(A) alicence or registration required for the
use of the leased assets for their intend-
ed purpose in the electricity supply
industry under the Electricity Act 1996
or the National Electricity (South
Australia) Law; or
a similar licence, registration or other
authority required under subsequent
legislation;
non-payment of rent;
substantial cessation of use of the leased assets
for their intended purpose in the electricity
supply industry; and
the lessor has a right or option, at the expiration or
earlier termination of the lease, to acquire assets that
form part of the business involved in the use of the
leased assets for their intended purpose in the elec-
tricity supply industry.

(2) If a prescribed long term lease is granted in respect of pre-
scribed electricity assets and the lease and prescribed report
relating to the lease are laid before a House of Parliament in
accordance with section 11A, a report stating the extent to which
the lease complies with the requirements set out in subsection (1)
and giving reasons for any non-compliance must be laid before
that House of Parliament at the same time.

(3) Non-compliance with this section does not affect the
validity of a prescribed long term lease.

(4) A provision included in a prescribed lease or related
instrument that deals with—

(a) the circumstances or conditions under which the lease

may be terminated by the lessor or lessee; or

(b) the application of a security provided in relation to the

lease; or

(c) the pre-payment of amounts payable by way of rent
under the lease and the retention of such amounts by
the lessor; or

(d) the continuance of the lease despite the occurrence of

unintended or unforeseen circumstances; or

(e) the continuance of the obligation to pay rent despite the

occurrence of unintended or unforeseen circumstances;
or

(f) the amount payable in consequence of a breach of the

lease; or

(g) the liability of the lessor in relation to the leased assets,

will have effect according to its terms and despite any law or
rule to the contrary.

(5) In this section—

‘electricity supply industry’ means the industry involved in

the generation, transmission, distribution, supply or sale of

electricity;

‘National Electricity Market’ means the market regulated by

the National Electricity Law;

‘prescribed company’ has the same meaning as in section

11A;

‘prescribed electricity assets’ has the same meaning as in

section 11A;

‘prescribed lease’ means—

(a) a lease granted by a sale/lease agreement; or

(b) a lease granted by a transfer order the lessee under
which is, or was when the lease was granted, a
prescribed company or subsidiary of a prescribed
company or any instrumentality of the Crown or a
statutory corporation;

‘prescribed long term lease’ means a prescribed lease that

confers aright to the use or possession of the assets for a term

B)

(i)
(i)

0}
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extending to a time, or commencing, more than 25 years after
the making of the lease;
‘right’ has the same meaning as in section 11A.
No. 32. Page 8, lines 32 to 37 (clause 12)— Leave out subclauses
(1) and (2) and insert new subclauses as follow:
(1) Subject to subsection (2), a Government guarantee has no
application in relation to—
(a) transferred liabilities (unless the liabilities are transferred
to a public corporation and the guarantee under section 28
of the Public Corporations Act 1993 applies or the
liabilities are transferred back to the electricity
corporation to whose liabilities the guarantee originally
applied); or
(b) liabilities of a company that was an electricity corporation
or State-owned company before the shares in the
company were transferred to a purchaser under a
sale/lease agreement.
(2) If the Treasurer declares by order in writing that a

ments that are referable to both a leased asset and any
other asset or liability;

(e) the lessee has the same right to ratify a contract or
agreement relating to a leased asset as the lessor would
have had if there had been no lease;

(f) in legal proceedings about a leased asset, evidence that
would have been admissible by or against the lessor if
there had been no lease may be given in evidence by or
against the lessee;

(9) legal proceedings in respect of a leased asset that had
commenced before the granting of the lease may be
continued and completed by or against the lessee.

No. 39. Page 10 (clause 14)—After line 10 insert the following:

(ab) whether specified assets are or are not leased assets and
the identity of the lessee;

No. 40. Page 10, lines 11 and 12 (clause 14) —Leave out ‘and

the identity of the transferee’.

No. 41. Page 10, lines 20 and 21 (clause 15) —Leave out

Government guarantee continues to apply in relation to specifiedaragraph (a) and insert new paragraph as follows:

liabilities and a specified transferee or company, the Government
guarantee will be taken to continue to apply (indefinitely or for
a period specified in or determined in accordance with the order)
to the liabilities as if the specified transferee or company were
the electricity corporation to whose liabilities the guarantee
originally applied.

(a) in payment of an amount equal to any payment made by an
electricity corporation, or a body by which assets or liabilities
have been acquired under a transfer order, on the termination
or surrender of a lease entered into before 17 November
1998;

No. 42. Page 10, lines 24 and 25 (clause 15)—Leave out

No. 33. Page 9 (clause 12)— After line 2 insert the following: paragraph (c).

(3a) If a Government guarantee is continued by an order

No. 43. Page 10, line 26 (clause 15)—Leave out ‘special deposit

under this section, the Treasurer must cause a report to be la&tcount’.

before each House of Parliament not later than 14 sitting days
after the making of the order, giving details of the guarantee and
the liabilities to which the guarantee relates including the
maximum amount that might become payable under the guar-
antee.
No. 34. Page 9 (clause 12)—After line 2 insert the following:
(4) In this section—
‘Government guarantee’ means—
(a) a guarantee under section 28 of the Public Corpora-
tions Act 1993;
(b) a guarantee or indemnity given by an electricity
corporation;
(c) a guarantee or indemnity under section 19 of the
Public Finance and Audit Act 1987.
No. 35. Page 9, line 10 (clause 13)— Leave out ‘The’ and insert:
Subject to any contrary provision in a transfer order, sale/lease
agreement or special order, the
No. 36. Page 9, lines 30 and 31 (clause 13)—Leave out ‘that is
not transferred’.
No. 37. Page 10, line 4 (clause 13)—Leave out ‘subject to any
contrary provision in a transfer order or sale/lease agreement,’.
No. 38. Page 10 (clause 13)—After line 6 insert the following:
(3) Subject to any contrary provision in a transfer order or
sale/lease agreement, the following provisions apply in relation
to leased assets:
(a) if a security held by the lessor is referable to a leased
asset, then, so far as it is referable to the leased asset—
0] the security is available to the lessee as se-
curity for the discharge of the liabilities to
which it relates including, where the security
relates to future liabilities, liabilities incurred
after the grant of the lease; and

the lessee is entitled to the same rights and

priorities and is subject to the same liabilities

under the security as those to which the lessor
would have been entitled or subject if there
had been no lease;

(b) if the lease is derivative of another lease (the head lease),
the lessor incurs no liability (nor does the head lease
become liable to forfeiture) because the lessor has granted
the derivative lease, or has parted with possession of
property, or permitted the possession or use of property
by another person, contrary to the terms of the head lease;

(c) an instruction, order, authority or notice given to the
lessor before the granting of the lease is, so far as it is
referable to a leased asset, taken to have been given to the
lessee;

(d) the lessee is entitled to possession of all documents to
which the lessor was entitled immediately before the
granting of the lease that are entirely referable to a leased
asset and is entitled to access to, and copies of, all docu-

(i)

No. 44. Page 10 (clause 15)—After line 29 insert the following:
(e) in payment to an account at the Treasury to be used—

0] to the extent of an amount not exceeding $150
million for the purposes of—

(A) contributing to the costs of employment
training programs and programs to assist
the establishment, restructuring or expan-
sion of industry in the State;

(B) contributing to infrastructure costs asso-
ciated with a railway link from the State to
Darwin; and

(i)  for the purpose of retiring State debt.

(1aa) Subparagraph (i) of subsection (1)(e) expires 12 months
after sale/lease agreements have been made providing for the
disposal of all prescribed electricity assets of or available to an
electricity corporation, State-owned company, Minister or any
instrumentality of the Crown or statutory corporation (whether
by the granting of a lease or the disposal of shares).

No. 45. Page 10 (clause 15)—After line 29 insert the following:
(1a) Any income from investment of money paid into an
account at the Treasury under subsection (1) must be applied for

the purposes of retiring State debt.

(1b) An amount paid by way of security will not be regarded
as proceeds of a sale/lease agreement for the purposes of this
section.

No. 46. Page 11—After line 16 insert new clauses as follow:
Auditor-General's report on relevant long term leases

15AA. (1) The Auditor-General must be provided with a copy
of each relevant long term lease within the period of seven days
after the prescribed date.

(2) The Auditor-General must, within the period of six
months after the prescribed date, examine each relevant long
term lease that has been provided under subsection (1) and any
related transactions and prepare a report on—

(a) the proportion of the proceeds of the leases used to retire

State debt; and

(b) the amount of interest on State debt saved as a result of

the application of those proceeds.

(3) Section 34 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987
applies to the examination of a lease and any related transactions
by the Auditor-General under this section.

(4) The Auditor-General must deliver copies of a report
prepared under this section to the President of the Legislative
Council and the Speaker of the House of Assembly.

(5) The President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker
of the House of Assembly must not later than the first sitting day
after receiving a report under this section, lay copies of the report
before their respective Houses of Parliament.

(6) If a report has been prepared under this section but copies
have not been laid before both Houses of Parliament when a writ
for a general election of the members of the House of Assembly
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is issued, the Auditor-General must cause the report to be
published.

(7) In this section—

‘prescribed date’ means the earlier of the following:

(a) if sale/lease agreements have been made providing for
the disposal of all prescribed electricity assets of or
available to an electricity corporation, State-owned
company, Minister or any instrumentality of the
Crown or statutory corporation (whether by the
granting of a lease or the disposal of shares)—the date
on which the last such sale/lease agreement was made;
or

(b) the second anniversary of the date on which the first
relevant long term lease was granted;

‘prescribed electricity assets’ has the same meaning as in
section 11A;
‘relevant lease’ means—

(a) a lease granted by a sale/lease agreement; or

(b) a lease granted by a transfer order the lessee under
which is a company that has been acquired by a
purchaser under a sale/lease agreement;

‘relevant long term lease’ means a relevant lease in respect
of prescribed electricity assets that confers a right to the use
or possession of the assets for a term extending to a time, or
commencing, more than 25 years after the making of the

lease;

‘right’ has the same meaning as in section 11A.

PART 3A
STAFF
Transfer of staff

15A. (1) Action must be taken to ensure that all employees
engaged in a business to which a sale/lease agreement relates ar
taken over as employees of the purchaser, a company related to
the purchaser or the company acquired by the purchaser under
the sale/lease agreement.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the Minister may, by
order in writing (an employee transfer order)—

(a) transfer employees of an electricity corporation to

positions in the employment of a State-owned company;

(b) transfer back to an electricity corporation an employee
transferred to the employment of a State-owned company;

(c) transfer employees of an electricity corporation to
positions in the employment of a purchaser under a
sale/lease agreement or a company related to the pur-
chaser;

(d) transfer employees of a State-owned company to posi-
tions in the employment of a purchaser under a sale/lease
agreement or a company related to the purchaser.

(3) An employee transfer order takes effect on the date of the

order or on a later date specified in the order.

(4) An employee transfer order may be varied or revoked by
the Minister by further order in writing made before the order
takes effect.

(5) An employee transfer order has effect by force of this Act
and despite the provisions of any other law or instrument.

(6) A transfer under this section does not—

(a) affect the employee’s remuneration; or

(b) interrupt continuity of service; or

(c) constitute a retrenchment or redundancy.

(7) Except with the employee’s consent, a transfer under this
section must not involve—

(a) any reduction in the employee’s status; or

(b) any change in the employee’s duties that would be
unreasonable having regard to the employee’s skills,
ability and experience.

(8) However, an employee’s status is not reduced by—

(a) a reduction of the scope of the business operations for
which the employee is responsible; or

(b) a reduction in the number of employees under the
employee’s supervision or management,

if the employee’s functions in their general nature remain the
same as, or similar to, the employee’s functions before the
transfer.

(9) An employee’s terms and conditions of employment are
subject to variation after the transfer in the same way as before
the transfer.

(10) A person whose employment is transferred from one
body (the former employer) to another (the new employer) under

e

this section is taken to have accrued as an employee of the new
employer an entitlement to annual leave, sick leave and long

service leave that is equivalent to the entitlements that the person
had accrued, immediately before the transfer took effect, as an
employee of the former employer.

(11) A transfer under this section does not give rise to any
remedy or entitlement arising from the cessation or change of
employment.

(12) For the purposes of construing a contract applicable to
a person whose employment is transferred under this section, a
reference to the former employer is to be construed as a reference
to the new employer.

(13) A company and a purchaser are related for the purposes
of this section if they are related bodies corporate within the
meaning of the Corporations Law.

Separation packages and offers of alternative public sector
employment

15B. (1) Subject to this section, any action that a private
sector employer takes from time to time as a consequence of a
transferred employee’s position being identified as surplus to the
employer’s requirements must consist of or include an offer of
a separation package that complies with this section.

(2) If a private sector employer makes an offer to a transferred
employee under subsection (1) after the end of the employee’s
first two years after becoming a transferred employee, an offer
must also be made to the employee of public sector employment
with a rate of pay that is at least equivalent to the rate of pay of
the employee’s position immediately before the employee’s
relocation to public sector employment.

(3) A transferred employee who is made an offer of a
separation package under subsection (1) must be allowed—
(a) if an offer of public sector employment is also made

under subsection (2)—at least one month from the date

of the offer of public sector employment to accept either
of the offers;
(b) in any other case—at least one month to accept the offer.

(4) If a transferred employee has been offered both a sepa-
ration package and public sector employment under this section
and has failed to accept either offer within the period allowed, the
employee is taken to have accepted the offer of a separation
package.

(5) The employment of a transferred employee may not be
terminated as a consequence of the employee’s position being
identified, within the employee’s first two years after becoming
atransferred employee, as surplus to a private sector employer’s
requirements unless the employee has accepted (or is taken to
have accepted) an offer under this section or otherwise agreed to
the termination.

(6) A separation package offered to a transferred employee
under this section must include an offer of a payment of an
amount not less than the lesser of the following:

(a) (8 + 3CYS)WP;
(b) 104WP,

where—

CYS isthe number of the employee’s continuous years
of service in relevant employment determined in
the manner fixed by the Minister by order in
writing; and

is the employee’s weekly rate of pay determined

in the manner fixed by the Minister by order in

writing.

(7) An order of the Minister—

(a) may make different provision in relation to the determi-
nation of an employee’s continuous years of service or
weekly rate of pay according to whether the relevant
employment was full-time or part-time, included periods
of leave without pay or was affected by other factors; and

(b) may be varied by the Minister by further order in writing
made before any employee becomes a transferred
employee; and

(c) must be published in th@azette

(8) A person who relocates to public sector employment as
a result of acceptance of an offer under this section is taken to
have accrued as an employee in public sector employment an
entittement to annual leave, sick leave and long service leave that

WP
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is equivalent to the entitlements that the person had accrued,
immediately before the relocation, as an employee of the private
sector employer.

(9) It is a condition of an offer of a separation package or
public sector employment under this section that the employee
waives any right to compensation or any payment arising from
the cessation or change of employment, other than the right to
superannuation payments or other payments to which the
employee would be entitled on resignation assuming that the
employee were not surplus to the employer’s requirements.

(20) If an employee is relocated to public sector employment
as a result of acceptance of an offer under this section—

(a) the employee may not be retrenched from public sector

employment; and

(b) the employee’s rate of pay in public sector employment

may not be reduced except for proper cause associated

with the employee’s conduct or physical or mental
capacity.

(11) Subsection (1) does not apply if the action that a private
sector employer takes as a consequence of an employee’s
position being identified as surplus to the employer’s require-
ments consists only of steps to relocate the employee to another
position in the employment of that employer or a related
employer in the electricity supply industry with—

(@) functions that are in their general nature the same as,
or similar to, the functions of the surplus position; and
a principal workplace or principal work depot not
more than 45 kilometres distant by the shortest
practicable route by road from the principal workplace
or principal work depot of the surplus position; and
(b) arate of pay that is at least equivalent to the rate of

pay of the surplus position.

(12) For the purposes of subsection (5), the employment of
a transferred employee is taken not to have been terminated by
reason only of the fact that the employee has been relocated to
another position in the employment of the same employer or a
related employer in the electricity supply industry if the rate of
pay of that position is at least equivalent to the rate of pay of the
employee’s previous position.

(13) In this section—

‘award or agreement’ means award or agreement under the

Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994 or the Work-

place Relations Act 1996 of the Commonwealth as amended

from time to time;

‘electricity supply industry’ has the same meaning as in the

Electricity Act 1996;

‘private sector employer’ means—

(a) a purchaser under a sale/lease agreement or a
company that was an electricity corporation or State-
owned company before the shares in the company
were transferred to a purchaser under a sale/leasg,IX
agreement; or

(b) an employer who is related to a purchaser or compan:
referred to in paragraph (a);

‘public sector employment’ means employment in the Public

Service of the State, or by an instrumentality of the Crown or

a statutory corporation;

‘rate of pay’ includes an amount paid to an employee to

maintain the employee’s rate of pay in a position at the same

level as the rate of pay of a position previously occupied byC0
the employee;

‘relevant employment’ means—

(a) employment by The Electricity Trust of South

(ab)

the making of the relevant sale/lease agreement; and
(c) whose employment is subject to an award or agree-
ment.
(14) Employers are related for the purposes of this section
(a) one takes over or otherwise acquires the business or part
of the business of the other; or
(b) they are related bodies corporate within the meaning of
the Corporations Law; or
(c) a series of relationships can be traced between them under
paragraph (a) or (b).
PART 3B
LICENCES UNDER ELECTRICITY ACT
Licences under Electricity Act

15C. (1) The Minister may, by order in writing, require that
a licence under the Electricity Act 1996 authorising specified
operations be issued to a State-owned company, or to the
purchaser under a sale/lease agreement, in accordance with
specified requirements as to the term and conditions of the
licence and rights conferred by the licence.

(2) The requirements of the Minister as to the conditions of
a licence must be consistent with the provisions of the Electricity
Act 1996 as to such conditions.

(3) The Minister may, by order in writing, require that a
licence issued to a State-owned company in accordance with an
order under subsection (1) be transferred to a purchaser under a
sale/lease agreement.

(4) The Minister may, by order in writing, require that a
licence issued to a purchaser in accordance with an order under
subsection (1), or transferred to a purchaser in accordance with
an order under subsection (3), be transferred to the transferee
under a special order.

(5) An order under this section must be given effect to
without the need for the State-owned company, or the purchaser,
to apply for the licence or agreement to the transfer of the licence
and despite the provisions of the Electricity Act 1996 and section
7 of the Independent Industry Regulator Act 1998.

(6) An order may not be made more than once under this
section for the issue of a licence in respect of the same electricity
generating plant.

(7) An order may not be made more than once under this
section for the issue of a licence in respect of the same electricity
retailing business.

(8) A licence issued to a State-owned company in accordance
with an order under this section may not be suspended or
cancelled under the Electricity Act 1996 on the ground of any
change that has occurred in the officers or shareholders of the
company associated with the company’s ceasing to be a State-
owned company.

No. 47. Page 12, lines 18 to 20 (clause 18)—Leave out ‘within
months from the end of the designated period, pay to the

=

reasurer, for the credit of the Consolidated Account’ and insert:

at such time as the Treasurer stipulates, pay to the Treasurer, for
the credit of the Consolidated Account,
No. 48. Page 12, line 23 (clause 18)—Leave out ‘Crown’s

ownership or control’ and insert:

company’s relationship to the Crown

No. 49. Page 13, lines 9 and 10 (clause 18)—Leave out ‘of the
mmonwealth’ and insert:

, or the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, of the Commonwealth
(as amended from time to time)

No. 50. Page 13, lines 13 to 18 (clause 19)—Leave out this clause

Australia, an electricity corporation or a State-owned and insert new clause as follows:

company; or

(b) employment by a private sector employer;
‘transferred employee’ means an employee—

(a) who—

0] was transferred by an employee transfer order

to the employment of a purchaser under a
sale/lease agreement; or
was in the employment of a company that was
an electricity corporation or a State-owned
company when the shares in the company were
transferred to a purchaser under a sale/lease
agreement; and
(b) who has remained continuously in the employment of

that purchaser or company or in the employment of an

employer related to that purchaser or company since

(i)

Relationship of electricity corporation or State-owned company
and Crown

19. (1) An electricity corporation is an instrumentality of the
Crown but ceases to be such an instrumentality when it ceases
to be an electricity corporation.

(2) A company that is a State-owned company is an instru-
mentality of the Crown but ceases to be such an instrumentality
when it ceases to be a State-owned company.

No. 51. Page 13—After line 18 insert new clause as follows:
Electricity infrastructure severed from land

19A. Electricity infrastructure or public lighting infrastructure
the subject of a transfer order, vesting order, sale/lease agreement
or special order is to be taken to be transferred, vested or leased
(as the case may be) by the order or agreement as if the infra-
structure were personal property severed from any land to which
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it is affixed or annexed and owned separately from the land. 2 and insert new Schedule 2 as follows:

No. 52. Page 13, line 26 (clause 21)—Leave out ‘or re-transfer

order'.

No. 53. Page 14, lines 8 to 10 (clause 22)—Leave out subclause

(3) and insert new subclause as follows:

(3) An application under section 223ld of the Real Property
Act 1886 for the division of land, or an application under section
14 of the Community Titles Act 1996 for the division of land by
a plan of community division, that is certified in writing by the
Minister as being for the purposes of a transaction under this Act
need not be accompanied by a certificate under Part 4 of the
Development Act 1993.

No. 54. Page 14—After line 10 insert new clauses as follows:

Correction of statutory references to ETSA, etc.

22A. (1) The Governor may, by regulation, amend an Act or
statutory instrument containing a reference to the Electricity
Trust of South Australia, ETSA, SAGC or electricity authorities
as the Governor considers necessary in consequence of action
under this Act.

(2) This section expires two years after its commencement.
Exclusion of Crown liability as owner, etc., of leased assets

22B. If a lease is granted in respect of assets by a sale/lease
agreement, the lessor and the Crown will, despite any other Act
or law, be immune from civil or criminal liability (other than a
liability under the lease to the lessee) to the extent specified by
the Governor by proclamation made on or before the date of the
sale/lease agreement.

No. 55. Page 14, lines 12 and 13 (clause 23)—Leave out ‘re-

transfer order, sale/lease agreement’ and insert:

vesting order, sale/lease agreement, special order
No. 56. Page 17—After line 19 insert new Schedule as follows:
SCHEDULE 1A
Conversion of Electricity Corporation to
State-owned Company
Steps before conversion of electricity corporation to company

1. (1) As from a date specified by proclamation, the electricity
corporation is to have a share capital.

(2) The proclamation may contain requirements for the
issuing of shares by the electricity corporation to specified
Ministers of the Crown, including (without limitation) require-
ments as to the number of shares to be issued, the rights to be
attached to the shares, the issue price of the shares and the
consideration to be given for the shares.

(3) The Ministers to whom shares in the electricity
corporation are issued are not members of the electricity
corporation at any time before its conversion to a company
limited by shares merely because the Ministers hold those shares.

(4) The electricity corporation is authorised (with the
approval of the Minister) to take such action as is necessary or
desirable to be taken for the purpose of its being registered as a
proprietary or public company limited by shares under Part 5B.1
of the Corporations Law (Registering a body corporate as a
company), including (without limitation) action to adopt a
constitution approved by the Minister.

(5) The electricity corporation must take such action of a kind
referred to in subclause (4) as is required by the proclamation.
Membership of the electricity corporation following conversion

2. (1) The Ministers, as holders of shares in the electricity
corporation at the time of its conversion to a company limited by
shares, become (by force of this subclause) members of the
electricity corporation at the time of that conversion.

(2) The Ministers are, in relation to membership of the
electricity corporation following its conversion, entitled to the
same rights, privileges and benefits, and are subject to the same
duties, liabilities and obligations, as if they had become members
of the electricity corporation immediately prior to its conversion.
Continuity of electricity corporation and construction of refer-
ences to electricity corporation

3. (1) Without limiting any provision of the Corporations
Law, the electricity corporation as converted into a company
limited by shares is a continuation of, and the same legal entity
as, the electricity corporation as it existed before the conversion.

(2) After the conversion, a reference in any instrument to the
electricity corporation is to be read as a reference to the electrici-
ty corporation as converted into a company limited by shares.
Proclamations

4. The Governor may make proclamations for the purposes
of this Schedule.

No. 57. Page 18, lines 1 to 21 (Schedule 2)—Leave out Schedule

SCHEDULE 2
Related Amendments
PART 1
AMENDMENT OF DEVELOPMENT ACT 1993
Interpretation

1. The Development Act 1993 is referred to in this Part as ‘the
principal Act'.

Amendment of s. 48—Governor to give decision on development

2. Section 48 of the principal Actis amended by inserting in
subsection (1)(b) ‘or 49A(19) ‘ after ‘section 49(16a) ‘.

Insertion of Part 4 Division 3A

3. The following Division is inserted after section 49 of the

principal Act:
DIVISION 3A
DEVELOPMENT INVOLVING ELECTRICITY
INFRASTRUCTURE
Development involving electricity infrastructure

49A. (1) Subject to this section, if a prescribed person
proposes to undertake development for the purposes of the
provision of electricity infrastructure (within the meaning of the
Electricity Act 1996), not being development of a kind referred
to in section 49(2) or (3), the person must—

(a) lodge an application for approval containing prescribed
particulars with the Development Assessment
Commission for assessment by the Development As-
sessment Commission; and

(b) if the land in relation to which the development is pro-
posed is within the area of a council—give notice con-
taining prescribed particulars of the proposal to that
council in accordance with the regulations.

(2) No application for approval is required (either under this
section or any other provision of this Act), and no notice to a
council is required under subsection (1), if the development is of
a kind excluded from the provisions of this section by regulation.

(3) The Development Assessment Commission may request
the proponent to provide additional documents or information
(including calculations and technical details) in relation to the
application.

(4) A council may report to the Development Assessment
Commission on any matters contained in a notice under sub-
section (1).

(5) Where a notice is given to a council under subsection (1),
and a report from the council is not received by the Development
Assessment Commission within two months of the date of the
notice, it will be conclusively presumed that the council does not
intend to report on the matter.

(6) The Development Assessment Commission must assess
an application lodged with it under this section and then prepare
a report to the Minister on the matter.

(7) If it appears to the Development Assessment Commission
that the proposal is seriously at variance with—

(a) the provisions of the appropriate Development Plan (so

far as they are relevant); or

(b) any code or standard prescribed by the regulations for the
purposes of this provision,

specific reference to that fact must be included in the report.

(8) If a council has, in relation to any matters referred to the
council under subsection (1), expressed opposition to the
proposed development in its report under subsection (4), a copy
of the report must be attached to the Development Assessment
Commission’s report (unless the council has, since providing its
report, withdrawn its opposition).

(9) The Development Assessment Commission must, unless
the Minister grants an extension of time, furnish its report within
three months of its receipt of the relevant application.

(10) Where a request is made under subsection (3), any period
between the date of request and the date of compliance is not to
be included in the calculation of the three-month period under
subsection (9).

(11) The Minister may, after receipt of the report of the
Development Assessment Commission under this section (and
after taking such action (if any) as the Minister thinks fit)—

(a) approve the development; or

(b) refuse to approve the development.

(12) An approval may be given—

(a) for the whole or part of a proposed development;

(b) subject to such conditions as the Minister thinks fit.
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(13) An approval under this section will be taken to be given
subject to the condition that, before any building work is
undertaken, the building work be certified by a private certifier,
or by some person determined by the Minister for the purposes
of this provision, as complying with the provisions of the
Building Rules to the extent that is appropriate in the circum-
stances.

(14) A person acting under subsection (13) must—

(a) seek and consider the advice of the Building Rules
Assessment Commission before giving a certificate in
respect of building work that would be at variance with
the performance requirements of the Building Code; and

(b) take into account the criteria, and comply with any
requirement, prescribed by the regulations before giving
a certificate in respect of building work that would
otherwise involve a variance with the Building Rules,

and if the person gives a certificate that involves building work
that is at variance with the Building Rules then the person must,
subject to the regulations, specify the variance in the certificate.

(15) A person engaged to perform building work for a
development approved under this section must—

(a) ensure that the building work is performed in accordance
with technical details, particulars, plans, drawings and
specifications certified for the purposes of subsec-
tion (13); and

(b) comply with the Building Rules (subject to any certificate
under subsection (13) that provides for a variance with the
Building Rules), and any other requirements imposed
under this section.

Penalty: Division 4 fine.
Default penalty: $200.

(16) A person must not contravene, or fail to comply with, a

condition of an approval under this section.

Penalty: Division 3 fine.
Additional penalty.

Default penalty: $500.

7) li—

(a) a council has, in a report under this section, expressed
opposition to a development that is approved by the
Minister (and the council has not, since providing its
report, withdrawn its opposition); or

(b) the Minister approves a development that is, according to
the report of the Development Assessment Commission,
seriously at variance with a Development Plan, or a
prescribed code or standard,

the Minister must, as soon as practicable, prepare a report on the
matter and cause copies of that report to be laid before both
Houses of Parliament.

(18) If the Minister approves a development under this
section, no other procedure or requirement relating to the
assessment of the development under this Act applies and no
other development authorisation (including a certificate or
approval under Part 6) is required under this Act, although the
Minister may, if necessary for the purposes of any other Act,
issue any other development authorisation under this Act (which
will then be taken, for the purposes of that other Act, to have
been issued by a relevant authority under this Act).

(19) Despite a preceding subsection, if the Minister directs
that an EIS, PER or DR be prepared with respect to a develop-
ment otherwise within the ambit of this section then—

(a) this section ceases to apply to the development; and

(b) the proponent must not undertake the development
without the approval of the Governor under section 48;
and

(c) unless section 48(2)(a) applies, the development becomes,
according to a determination of the Major Developments
Panel, subject to the processes and procedures prescribed
by Division 2 with respect to the preparation and con-
sideration of an EIS, a PER or a DR.

(20) No appeal lies against a decision of the Minister under

this section.

PART 2
AMENDMENT OF ELECTRICITY CORPORATIONS
ACT 1994
Interpretation
4. The Electricity Corporations Act 1994 is referred to in this
Part as ‘the principal Act'.

Amendment of long title
5. The long title of the principal Act is amended by striking
out ‘to provide for the assets of electricity corporations to remain
in public ownership;’.
Repeal of s. 3
6. Section 3 of the principal Act is repealed.
Insertion of s. 7A
7. The following section is inserted after section 7 of the
principal Act:
Power of Minister to vary functions
7A. The Minister may, by direction to an electricity
corporation, relieve it of functions, add to its functions or
otherwise vary its functions as the Minister considers necessary
or expedient in consequence of—
(a) action taken under the Electricity Corporations (Re-
structuring and Disposal) Act 1998; or
(b) the operation of the National Electricity (South Australia)
Law and the National Electricity Code (as defined in that
Law).
Amendment of s. 14—Establishment of board
8. Section 14 of the principal Act is amended—
(a) by striking out subsection (2) and substituting the fol-
lowing subsection:

(2) The board consists of not less than four nor
more than six members appointed by the Governor,
of whom one may be the chief executive officer.;

(b) by striking out subsection (4) and substituting the fol-
lowing subsection:

(4) At least one member of the board must be a
woman and one a man.;

(c) by striking out from subsection (7) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’.
Amendment of s. 15—Conditions of membership
9. Section 15 of the principal Act is amended—
(a) by striking out from subsection (2) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’;
(b) by striking out from subsection (3) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’;
(c) by striking out from subsection (4) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’.
Amendment of s. 17—Remuneration
10. Section 17 of the principal Act is amended by striking out
‘An appointed director’ and substituting ‘A director’.
Amendment of s. 18—Board proceedings
11. Section 18 of the principal Act is amended by striking out
subsection (1) and substituting the following subsection:

(1) A quorum of the board consists of one-half of the total
number of members of the board (ignoring any fraction
resulting from the division) plus one.

Amendment of s. 28—Establishment of board
12. Section 28 of the principal Act is amended—
(a) by striking out subsection (2) and substituting the fol-
lowing subsection:

(2) The board consists of not less than four nor
more than six members appointed by the Governor,
of whom one may be the chief executive officer.;

(b) by striking out subsection (4) and substituting the fol-
lowing subsection:

(4) At least one member of the board must be a
woman and one a man.;

(c) by striking out from subsection (7) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’.
Amendment of s. 29—Conditions of membership
13. Section 29 of the principal Act is amended—
(a) by striking out from subsection (2) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’;
(b) by striking out from subsection (3) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’;
(c) by striking out from subsection (4) ‘an appointed director’
and substituting ‘a director’.
Amendment of s. 31—Remuneration
14. Section 31 of the principal Act is amended by striking out
‘An appointed director’ and substituting ‘A director’.
Amendment of s. 32—Board proceedings
15. Section 32 of the principal Act is amended by striking out
subsection (1) and substituting the following subsection:

(1) A quorum of the board consists of one-half of the total
number of members of the board (ignoring any fraction
resulting from the division) plus one.
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Repeal of s. 47A

16. Section 47A of the principal Act is repealed.
Amendment of s. 48—Mining at Leigh Creek

17. Section 48 of the principal Act is amended by striking out
from subsection (1) ‘under an Act specifically authorising that
sale, lease, contract or right’ and substituting ‘as authorised by
or under regulations made under the Electricity Corporations
(Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998’

PART 3
AMENDMENT OF ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
ACT 1993

Interpretation

18. The Environment Protection Act 1993 is referred to in this
Part as ‘the principal Act'.
Amendment of s. 7—Interaction with other Acts

19. Section 7 of the principal Act is amended by inserting

(7) The specified body may, by instrument in writing, limit
rights or impose conditions on the exercise of rights arising under
the easement under this clause (and such an instrument has effect
according to its terms).

(8) An easement under this clause need not be registered.

(9) However, the Registrar-General must, on application by
the specified body, note an easement under this clause on each
certificate of title, or Crown lease, affected by the easement.

(10) An application under this clause—

(a) need not include a plan of the easement;

(b) must include a schedule of all certificates of title and

Crown leases affected by the easement.

(11) The Registrar-General is entitled to act on the basis of
information included in the application and is not obliged to do
anything to verify the accuracy of that information.

No. 2. Page 16, lines 10 to 19, clause 4 (Schedule 1)—Leave out

before paragraph (a) of subsection (3) the following paragraphthis clause and insert new clause as follows:

(@l) the Electricity Corporations (Restructuring and
Disposal) Act 1998; and.
PART 4
AMENDMENT OF MINING ACT 1971
Interpretation
20. The Mining Act 1971 is referred to in this Part as ‘the
principal Act'.
Amendment of s. 17—Royalty
21. Section 17 of the principal Act is amended by inserting
in subsection (8) ‘or some other basis’ after ‘recovered’.
Schedule of the suggested amendments made by
the Legislative Council
No. 1. Page 15, lines 3to 35 and page 16, lines 1 to 9 (Schedule

1)—Leave out clauses 1, 2 and 3 and insert new clauses as follow:

Electricity infrastructure taken not to have merged with land

1. (1) This clause applies to electricity infrastructure that is
or was owned or operated by an electricity corporation or State-
owned company and is situated on, above or under land that does
not or did not belong to the electricity corporation or State-owned
company.

(2) Subject to any agreement in writing to the contrary, the
ownership of electricity infrastructure to which this clause applies
will be taken never to have been affected by its affixation or
annexation to the land.

Statutory easement relating to infrastructure

2. (1) A body specified by proclamation for the purposes of
this clause will have an easement over land where—

(a) electricity infrastructure owned or operated by the body
is on, above or under the land and the land does not
belong to the body; and

(b) that infrastructure was, before a date specified in the
proclamation, owned or operated by an electricity
corporation or State-owned company and the land did not
belong to the electricity corporation or State-owned
company.

(2) The easement entitles the specified body—

(a) to maintain the relevant electricity infrastructure on,
above or under the land affected by the easement;

(b) to enter the land, by its agents or employees, at any
reasonable time, for the purpose of operating, examining,
maintaining, repairing, modifying or replacing the
relevant electricity infrastructure;

(c) to bring on to the land any vehicles or equipment that may
be reasonably necessary for any of the above purposes.

(3) The powers conferred by the easement must be exercised
S0 as to minimise, as far as reasonably practicable, interference
;/vitr&the enjoyment of the land by persons lawfully occupying the
and.

(4) Section 47(3) to (10) of the Electricity Act 1996 (and any
regulations made for the purposes of any of those provisions)
apply to the carrying out of work under this clause on public land

Liability of certain bodies to council rates or amounts in lieu of
rates

4. (1) The following provisions apply in relation to the
liability of a State-owned company to pay rates under the Local
Government Act 1934, despite the provisions of that Act:

(a) a State-owned company is liable to pay rates;

(b) land and buildings of a State-owned company are rateable

property within the meaning of that Act;

(c) the following are not rateable property within the meaning
of that Act:

0] plant or equipment used by a State-owned
company in connection with the generation,
transmission or distribution of electricity
(whether or not the plant or equipment is
situated on land owned by the corporation);
easements, rights of way or other similar rights
(including such rights arising by virtue of a
licence) that have been granted or operate in
connection with the generation, transmission
or distribution of electricity.

(2) Despite the Local Government Act 1934, the following
are not rateable property within the meaning of that Act:

(a) plant or equipment (other than electricity generating plant
and substations for converting, transforming or control-
ling electricity) used by a body specified by proclamation
for the purposes of this clause in connection with the
generation, transmission or distribution of electricity
(whether or not the plant or equipment is situated on land
owned by the body);

(b) easements, rights of way or other similar rights (including
such rights arising by virtue of a licence) that have been
granted or operate in connection with the generation,
transmission or distribution of electricity.

(3) Despite the Local Government Act 1934, the Governor
may, by proclamation, declare that the rates payable under that
Act in respect of specified land on which is situated any elec-
tricity generating plant, or substation for converting, transforming
or controlling electricity, used by a body specified in the
proclamation are reduced to a specified amount or an amount
determined in a specified manner.

(4) The holder of a licence authorising the generation of
electricity at Torrens Island must, as required by proclamation,
make payments to the Treasurer for the credit of the Consolidated
Account of amounts determined in accordance with the provi-
sions of the proclamation (being provisions framed having regard
to rates imposed under the Local Government Act 1934 in the
adjoining council areas).

(5) A proclamation made for the purposes of this clause may
not be revoked and may be varied only by regulation and if the
variation reduces the future liabilities of the body to which the
proclamation relates.

No. 3. Page 17 (Schedule 1)—After line 15 insert new clause as

(i

(within the meaning of that section) in the same way as to thédollows:

carrying out of work on public land under that section.
(5) The specified body must make good any damage caused

by the exercise of powers under this clause as soon as practicable

or pay reasonable compensation for the damage.
(6) If the specified body has an easement relating to electri-
city infrastructure over another person’s land otherwise than by

Agreement between Minister and licensee about environmental
compliance

5A. (1) Subject to this clause, an agreement may be made be-
tween the Minister and the holder of a specially issued licence
requiring the licensee to undertake programs directed towards
reducing the adverse effects on the environment of the operations

virtue of this clause, the application of the easement under this authorised by the licence and containing provisions dealing with
clause to the land is excluded to the extent necessary to avoid the and limiting the licensee’s environmental protection obligations
same part of the land being subject to both easements. in relation to those operations.
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(2) The Minister may not make an agreement with a licensee
under this clause—

(a) if the licence was issued or transferred to the purchaser
under a sale/lease agreement—more than one month after
the issue or transfer of the licence to the purchaser; or

(b) if paragraph (a) does not apply and the licence was issued
to a State-owned company—more than one month after
the company ceases to be a State-owned company.

(3) Itis a precondition to the making of an agreement under
this clause that the Environment Protection Authority approves
the terms of the agreement.

(4) An agreement under this clause has effect as a contract for
the period specified in the agreement and is binding on, and
operates for the benefit of, the licensee who entered into the
agreement, successive holders of the licence and a person who
holds some subsequently granted licence under the Electricity
Act 1996 authorising operations to which the agreement relates.

(5) The Environment Protection Act 1993 and any statutory
instruments under that Act are to be construed subject to an
agreement under this clause and, to the extent of any inconsis-
tency between that Act or statutory instrument and the agree-
ment, the agreement prevails.

(6) Any adverse effects on the environment specifically
permitted by an agreement under this clause are to be taken—

(a) not to constitute a contravention of the Environment
Protection Act 1993 or any statutory instrument under that
Act; and

(b) not to give rise to any liability under any Act or at law.

(7) An agreement under this clause may be varied by further
agreement between the Environment Protection Authority and
the licensee for the time being bound by the agreement.

(8) An agreement or variation of an agreement under this
clause must be published in tazette

(9) In this clause—

‘Minister’ means the Minister to whom the administration of

the Environment Protection Act 1993 is committed.

No. 4. Page 17, line 18, clause 6 (Schedule 1) —Leave out ‘The
Governor’ and insert:
Except as otherwise provided in this Schedule, the Governor
No. 5. After new Schedule 1A insert new Schedule 1B as
follows:
SCHEDULE 1B
Amendments relating to Superannuation
PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Commencement

1. (1) Parts 2, 3 and 4 of this Schedule come into operation
in accordance with a notice or notices by the Treasurer published
in theGazette

(2) A notice may—

(a) fix the same day or different days for different provisions
of Parts 2, 3 and 4 to come into operation;

(b) suspend the operation of specified provisions of Part 2,
3 or 4 until a day or days to be fixed by subsequent notice
or notices.

(3) In this clause—

‘provision’ means—

(a) aclause, or a paragraph of a clause, of this Schedule;
or
(b) a clause of a schedule (including a clause of the Trust
Deed) inserted or substituted by this Schedule; or
(c) a clause of Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations
Act 1994 (including a clause of the Trust Deed)
inserted by clause 4 of this Schedule; or
(d) a subclause or a paragraph or subparagraph of a clause
referred to in paragraph (b) or (c) or a paragraph or
subparagraph of such a subclause.
PART 2
SUBSTITUTION OF SCHEDULE 1 OF ELECTRICITY
CORPORATIONS ACT 1994
Substitution of Schedule 1
2. Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations Act 1994 is
repealed and the following Schedule is substituted:
SCHEDULE 1
Superannuation
PART A—PRELIMINARY
Interpretation

1. (1) In this Schedule, unless the contrary intention ap-

pears—

‘actuary’ means—

(a) a Fellow or Accredited Member of the Institute of
Actuaries of Australia; or

(b) a partnership at least one member of which must be
a Fellow or Accredited Member of the Institute of
Actuaries of Australia; or

(c) a body corporate that employs or engages a Fellow or
Accredited Member of the Institute of Actuaries of
Australia for the purpose of providing actuarial
advice;

‘the Board’ means the Electricity Industry Superannuation

Board—see Part B;

‘electricity supply industry’ has the same meaning as in the

Electricity Act 1996;

‘employer’ means—

(a) a person or body who employs a pre-privatisation
member of the Scheme in the electricity supply
industry;

(b) a person or body who employs any other member of
the Scheme in the electricity supply industry;

(c) a public sector employer who employs a pre-
privatisation member of the Scheme who accepted an
offer made under section 15B of the Electricity
Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998;

‘member’ of the Scheme has the same meaning as in the

Trust Deed;

‘pre-privatisation member’ means a person who was a

member of Division 2, 3 or 4 of the Electricity Industry

Superannuation Scheme immediately before the commence-

ment of clause 10 but does not include a person who, after the

commencement of that clause, ceased to be a member of the

Scheme but is subsequently re-admitted to membership of the

Scheme;

‘private sector employer’ means an employer that is not the

Crown, an electricity corporation or a State-owned company

or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory corporation;

‘public sector employer’ means an employer that is the

Crown, an electricity corporation or a State-owned company

or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory corporation;

‘the Rules’ means the Rules referred to in the Trust Deed;

‘the Scheme’ means the Electricity Industry Superannuation

Scheme—see clause 3 of the Trust Deed,

‘the Scheme assets’ has the same meaning as in the Trust

Deed,

‘State-owned company’ has the same meaning as in the

Electricity Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act

1998;

‘the Trust Deed’ means the trust deed appearing at the end,

and forming part, of this Schedule.

(2) In this Schedule, a reference to a Commonwealth Act is
a reference to that Act as amended from time to time or an Act
enacted in substitution for that Act.

PART B—THE ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
The Electricity Industry Superannuation Board

2. (1) The ETSA Superannuation Board continues in exist-
ence under the name Electricity Industry Superannuation Board.

(2) The Board—

(a) is a body corporate; and

(b) has perpetual succession and a common seal; and

(c)is (éapable of suing and being sued in its corporate name;

an

(d) is a constitutional corporation for the purposes of section

19 of the Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993

of the Commonwealth; and

(e) has the functions and powers assigned or conferred by

this Schedule, the Trust Deed and the Rules; and

(f) is not an agency or instrumentality of the Crown.

(3) Where a document appears to bear the common seal of the
Board, it will be presumed, in the absence of proof to the
contrary, that the document was duly executed by the Board.
Function of Board

3. (1) Subject to subclause (2), the Board is the trustee of the
Scheme and is responsible for all aspects of the administration
of the Scheme pursuant to this Schedule, the Trust Deed and the
Rules.

(2) Subject to subclause (3), the Board ceases to be the trustee
of the Scheme at the end of the financial year in which, for the
first time, all members of the Scheme who are employed in the
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electricity supply industry are employed by private sector
employers.

(3) The private sector employers may, by a majority decision,
extend the Board's office as trustee of the Scheme.

(4) If the Board ceases to be the trustee of the Scheme, the
Treasurer may, by notice in tli@azettedissolve the Board and
in that event any assets of the Board in addition to the Scheme
assets will vest in the new trustee of the Scheme and any
liabilities of the Board will attach to the new trustee.
Board’s membership

4. (1) The Board consists of the following members:

(@) two members elected by the members of the Scheme
in accordance with the Rules; and

(b)  three members appointed by the employers pursuant
to the Rules; and

(c) one member appointed by the Treasurer; and

(ca) two members appointed by the United Trades and
Labor Council; and

(d) an independent member appointed by the other

members of the Board.
(1a) In the case of the members elected under subclause

(1)(a), and in the case of the members appointed under subclause

(3) An actuary appointed by the Board must, in relation to the
triennium ending on 30 June 1999 and thereafter in relation to
each succeeding triennium, report to the employers, the Board
and the Treasurer—

(a) on the employer costs of the Scheme at the time of

making the report and during the foreseeable future; and

(b) on the ability of the Scheme assets to meet the Scheme’s

current and future liabilities,
(each report must be submitted within 12 months after the end
of the relevant triennium).

(4) The Treasurer must, within six sitting days after receiving
a report under this clause, have copies of the report laid before
both Houses of Parliament.

(5) Where, under the Rules, the Board determines a rate of
return that is at variance with the net rate of return achieved by
investment of the Scheme assets, the Board must include its
reasons for the determination in its report for the relevant
financial year.

PART E—TRANSFER OF MEMBERS OF THE
NON-CONTRIBUTORY SCHEME
Transfer of members of the non-contributory scheme
8. (1) The Treasurer may, by notice in writing to the Elec-

(1)(b), at least one must be a woman and at least one must be a tricity Industry Superannuation Board and the South Australian

man.

(2) A member of the Board may, with the approval of the
Board, appoint a deputy to the member and the deputy may, in
the absence or during a temporary vacancy in the office of that
member, act as a member of the Board.

(3) Subject to subclause (4), a member of the Board will be
elected or appointed for a term not exceeding three years
determined in accordance with the Rules.

(4) A member of the Board elected or appointed to fill a
casual vacancy will be elected or appointed for the balance of the
term of his or her predecessor.

(5) The office of a member of the Board becomes vacant if
the member—

(a) dies; or

(b) completes a term of office and is not re-elected or re-

appointed; or

(c) resigns by written notice to the Board; or

(d) is removed from office by the Treasurer on the ground—

0] of mental or physical incapacity to carry out
official duties satisfactorily; or

(i)  of neglect of duty; or

(i) of misconduct; or

(iv) thatthe member is a disqualified person within the

meaning of the Superannuation Industry (Supervi-
sion) Act 1993 of the Commonwealth.

Procedure at meetings of Board

5. (1) A meeting of the Board will be chaired by the inde-
pendent member but, if he or she is absent, the meeting will be
chaired by a member of the Board chosen by those present.

(2) Subject to subclause (3), the Board may act despite
vacancies in its membership.

(3) Six members of the Board constitute a quorum for a
meeting of the Board.

(4) Each member present at a meeting of the Board is entitled
to one vote on a matter arising for determination at the meeting.

(5) A decision of the Board requires the vote of six members
of the Board in favour of the decision.

(6) Subject to this Schedule, the Trust Deed and the Rules, the
Board may determine its own procedures.

(7) The Board must keep minutes of its proceedings.

PART C—OWNERSHIP OF SCHEME ASSETS

Ownership of Scheme assets

6. The Scheme assets (excluding assets comprising, or arising
from, contributions paid to the Board by private sector employers
or amounts paid to the Scheme pursuant to clause 14(2)) belong
(both in law and in equity) to the Crown.

PART D—REPORTS

Reports

7. (1) The Board must, on or before 31 October in each year,
submit a report to the Treasurer on the operation of this Schedule,
the Trust Deed and the Rules and on the management and
investment of the Scheme assets during the financial year ending
on 30 June in that year.

(2) The report under subclause (1) must include the audited
financial statements of the Scheme for the relevant financial year.

Superannuation Board before the relevant day, transfer a member
of the non-contributory scheme who is no longer employed by
an employer within the meaning of this Schedule but who is
entitled to preserved benefits in the non-contributory scheme to
a superannuation scheme (to be specified in the notice) estab-
lished by an Act of Parliament.

(2) The trustee of a scheme to whom a person is transferred
under subclause (1) must open an employer contribution account
in the name of the person and must credit to the account the
balance credited in favour of the person in the non-contributory
scheme immediately before the transfer.

(3) The Governor may, by regulation, make provisions of a
trlansitional nature in relation to the transfer of a person under this
clause.

(4) A regulation under subclause (3) may—

(a) modify the provisions of the Act establishing the scheme
to which the person has been transferred in their applica-
tion to that person;

(b) operate prospectively or retrospectively from a date
specified in the regulation.

(5) A notice under subclause (1) must identify the person or

persons to whom it applies.

(6) On receipt of the notice, the Electricity Industry Super-
annuation Board must give notice to each person transferred
advising him or her of the transfer.

(7) On the transfer of a person under this clause, his or her
entitlements under the non-contributory scheme cease.

(8) The South Australian Superannuation Board may, from
time to time, require the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Board to provide it with information that is in its possession
relating to persons transferred under this clause.

(9) Despite any other Act or law to the contrary, the Elec-
tricity Industry Superannuation Board must comply with a
requirement under subclause (8).

(20) In this clause—

‘the non-contributory scheme’ means the non-contributory

superannuation scheme maintained under Part H of Schedule

1 of this Act repealed by the Electricity Corporations

(Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998;

‘the relevant day’ means the day on which the approval of the

Treasurer ceases to be required for the variation or replace-

ment of the Rules.

PART F—MISCELLANEOUS
Exclusion of awards, etc., relating to superannuation

9. An employer cannot be required by an award or agreement
under the Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994 to make
a payment—

(a) in the nature of superannuation; or

(b) to a superannuation fund,
for the benefit of a member or of a person to whom benefits
accrue under the Scheme.

Closure of Division 2 of the Scheme

10. (1) Subject to subclause (2), a person cannot apply for
membership of Division 2 of the Scheme after the commence-
ment of this clause.
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(2) Subclause (1) does not apply to a person who is a member
of Division 3 or 4 of the Scheme when he or she applies for
membership of Division 2.

Treasurer may vary Rules in relation to Taxation

11. (1) The Treasurer may, after consultation with the trustee
of the Scheme, insert into the Rules a rule or rules relating to
changes in benefits for members and employer costs in relation
to those benefits, following the Scheme'’s loss of constitutional
protection.

(2) A rule inserted by the Treasurer may—

(a) prescribe a decrease in the level of gross benefits; or

(b) require benefits to be paid on an untaxed basis or partly
on an untaxed basis; or

(c) make provisions of the kind referred to in both subpara-
graphs (a) and (b),

in order to avoid or reduce an increase in employer costs caused
by changes in the incidence of taxation as a result of the
Scheme’s loss of constitutional protection.

(3) Subject to subclause (4), the change in benefits effected
by a rule made under this clause must not result in the level of net
benefits to which a member, or a person in respect of a member,
is entitled being less than the level of net benefits to which he or
she would have been entitled if the Scheme had not lost constitu-
tional protection.

(4) The level of net benefits to which a member, or a person
in respect of a member, is entitled may be reduced below the
level permitted by subclause (3) to avoid or reduce an increase
in employer costs attributable to tax under the Superannuation
Contributions Tax (Assessment and Collection) Act 1997 of the
Commonwealth in relation to the member.

(5) A rule made under this clause may operate differently in
relation to—

(a) different classes of members;

(b) different classes of benefits;

(c) different classes of components of benefits.

(6) A rule made under this clause—

(a) must be made by notice in writing given to the trustee of

the Scheme before the relevant day;

(b) may be varied or revoked by the Treasurer by notice in
writing to the trustee before that day;

(c) is not subject to the Subordinate Legislation Act 1978.

(7) The trustee of the Scheme may vary or replace a rule
inserted in the Rules under this clause in the same manner as it
can vary or replace any of the other rules of the Scheme.

(8) In this clause—

‘level of gross benefits’ in relation to a member means the

amount of the benefits to which the member, or another

person in respect of the member, is entitled under the Scheme
before tax attributable to those benefits has been paid or
allowed for;

‘level of net benefits’ in relation to a member means the

amount of the benefits to which the member, or another

person in respect of the member, is entitled after tax at-
tributable to those benefits has been paid or allowed for using
the tax rates applicable on the day on which the Scheme loses
constitutional protection and based on the assumption that the
member has reached the age of 55 years;

‘the relevant day’ means the day on which the approval of the

Treasurer ceases to be required for the variation or replace-

ment of the Rules.

(9) For the purposes of this clause—

(a) benefits are paid on an untaxed basis where the trustee of
the Scheme has made an election under the Income Tax
Assessment Act 1936 of the Commonwealth as a result
of which the person receiving the benefits is liable for a
higher rate of tax in relation to them;

(b) the Scheme loses constitutional protection when it ceases
to be a constitutionally protected fund for the purposes of
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 of the
Commonwealth.

Appeal to trustee against rule under clause 11

12. (1) A member of the Scheme, or if the member has died,
a person who is entitled to receive a benefit in respect of the
member, may appeal to the trustee of the Scheme on the ground
that a rule made under clause 11 has the effect in relation to the
member of reducing the level of net benefits to which the
member or other person is entitled below the level permitted by
clause 11.

(2) An appeal—

(a) must be made in the manner and form determined by the
trustee;

(b) may be made at any time before the expiration of six
months after benefits have become payable to the member
or other person and the member or other person has
received a written statement from the trustee as to the
amount of the benefits.

(3) If the trustee (after giving the appellant and the employer
of the member, or former member, a reasonable opportunity to
appear and be heard, either personally or by representative) is
satisfied that the appeal should be allowed, it must—

(a) vary the effect of the rule as it applies to, or in respect of,

the member; and

(b) determine the amount of the benefits to which the mem-
ber or other person is entitled following the variation
under paragraph (a); and

(c) make any ancillary determination or order that in its
opinion is necessary or desirable.

(4) No proceedings for judicial review or for a declaration,
injunction, writ, order or other remedy (other than an appeal
under this clause) may be brought before a court, tribunal, or
other person or body to challenge or question the validity or
operation of a rule made under clause 11.

(5) In this clause—

‘level of net benefits’ has the same meaning as in clause 11.

Separation of Trust Deed from Schedule

13. (1) The Trust Deed ceases to form part of this Schedule
on a day to be fixed by the Treasurer for that purpose by notice
published in th&Gazette

(2) The Trust Deed remains in full force and effect after
separation from this Schedule under subclause (1).

Obligations of employers

14. (1) An employer who employs a pre-privatisation member
of the Scheme (whether before or after separation of the Trust
Deed from this Schedule under clause 13) is bound by the Trust
Deed as an employer under the Deed whether that person or body
has agreed to be bound or not.

(2) Subject to subclause (4), where the employment of a
member is transferred by an employee transfer order under the
Electricity Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998
from an electricity corporation or a State-owned company to a
purchaser under a sale/lease agreement within the meaning of
that Act, the purchaser is liable (unless the Trust Deed or the
Rules expressly provide otherwise) to pay to the Scheme within
the period of five years immediately following the transfer of the
employment of the member an amount (to be determined by an
actuary appointed by the Treasurer) sufficient to meet the
unfunded liability of the Scheme in respect of the member’s
entitlement to benefits that accrued before the transfer of the
member’s employment to the purchaser.

(3) The Treasurer is liable to pay to the Scheme the amount
required to fully satisfy the whole or that part (if any) of the
liability of a purchaser under subclause (2) that has not been
satisfied by the purchaser within the period of five years im-
mediately following the transfer of the employment of the
member to whom the liability relates and, on payment of that
amount by the Treasurer, the purchaser is liable to pay the same
amount to the Treasurer.

(4) The Treasurer may, by notice in writing to the purchaser,
release the purchaser from the whole or part of its liability under
subclause (2) and, in that event, the Treasurer must pay to the
Scheme the equivalent of the amount by which the purchaser’s
liability has been reduced.

THE ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY SUPERANNUATION
SCHEME TRUST DEED
Operation of Deed

1. (2) This Deed forms part of Schedule 1 of the Electricity
Corporations Act 1994 as substituted by the Electricity Corpo-
rations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998 until the Schedule
and this Deed are separated under clause 13 of the Schedule.

(2) This Deed comes into operation at the same time as the
Schedule.

Interpretation

2. (1) In this Trust Deed, unless the contrary intention
appears—

‘actuary’ means—

(a) a Fellow or Accredited Member of the Institute of
Actuaries of Australia; or
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(b) a partnership at least one member of which must be
a Fellow or Accredited Member of the Institute of
Actuaries of Australia; or

(c) a body corporate that employs or engages a Fellow or
Accredited Member of the Institute of Actuaries of
Australia for the purpose of providing actuarial
advice;

‘the Board’ means the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Board continued in existence by Schedule 1 of the Electricity
Corporations Act 1994;

‘commencement of this Deed'—see clause 1;

‘electricity supply industry’ has the same meaning as in the
Electricity Act 1996;

‘employer’ means—

(a) a person or body who employs a pre-privatisation
member of the Scheme in the electricity supply
industry;

(b) a person or body who employs any other member of
the Scheme in the electricity supply industry;

(c) a public sector employer who employs a pre-
privatisation member of the Scheme who accepted an
offer made under section 15B of the Electricity
Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998;

‘member’ of the Scheme means a person who is a member
of the Scheme pursuant to this Deed;

‘pre-privatisation member’ means a person who was a
member of Division 2, 3 or 4 of the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme immediately before the commence-
ment of clause 10 of the Schedule but does not include a
person who, after the commencement of that clause, ceased
to be a member of the Scheme but is subsequently re-
admitted to membership of the Scheme;

‘private sector employer’ means an employer that is not the
Crown, an electricity corporation or a State-owned company
or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory corporation;
‘public sector employer’ means an employer that is the
Crown, an electricity corporation or a State-owned company
or any instrumentality of the Crown or statutory corporation;
‘repealed schedule’ means Schedule 1 of the Electricity
Corporations Act 1994 repealed by the Electricity Corpora-
tions (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998;

‘the Rules’ means the Rules of the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme (being the Rules of the ETSA
Contributory Superannuation Scheme and the ETSA Non-
Contributory Superannuation Scheme at the commencement
of this Deed) as varied or replaced from time to time;

‘the Schedule’ means Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corpo-
rations Act 1994 as substituted by the Electricity Corpora-
tions (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998;

‘the Scheme’ means the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme—see clause 3;

‘the Scheme assets'—see clause 9;

‘special deposit account’ means a special deposit account
established under section 8 of the Public Finance and Audit
Act 1987;

‘State-owned company’ has the same meaning as in the
Electricity Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act

(2) In this Schedule, a reference to a Commonwealth Act is
a reference to that Act as amended from time to time or an Act
enacted in substitution for that Act.

(3) The Rules form part of this Deed and accordingly a
reference to the Deed includes a reference to the Rules.

(4) Although the Rules form part of the Deed, a provision of
the Deed applies to the exclusion of a provision of the Rules to
the extent of any inconsistency between them.

(5) In this Deed—

(a) every word of the masculine gender will be construed as

including the feminine gender;

(b) every word of the feminine gender will be construed as

including the masculine gender;

(c) every word in the singular number will be construed as in-

cluding the plural number;

(d) every word in the plural number will be construed as

including the singular number;

(e) every word in either of those genders or numbers will be

construed as including a body corporate as well as an
individual.

(6) A reference in this Deed to an Act, regulation, rule or
other legislative instrument includes a reference to—

(a) that instrument as amended from time to time; and

(b) an instrument that replaces or supersedes it; and

(c) a regulation, rule or other instrument, and a written

determination or ruling, made under or in connection with
that instrument.

(7) The transfer of employment of a member from one
employer to another employer under the Scheme (however
effected) will not be taken to involve the termination of the
previous employment and does not give rise to an immediate or
delayed entitlement to benefits under the Scheme.

(8) The reference to ‘employer’ in subclause (7) includes a
person or body who was not an employer for the purposes of this
Deed until the employment of the member referred to in that
subclause was transferred to the person or body.

Continuation of Scheme

3. (1) The ETSA Contributory Superannuation Scheme
continues in existence under the name Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme.

(2) The ETSA Non-Contributory Superannuation Scheme
continues in existence as a division of the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme.

(3) Subject to subclause (2), the Scheme will be treated as
made up of the divisions specified in the Rules.

(4) The Board may divide the Scheme assets into divisions
according to the different investments that may be made of those
assets.

(5) The Scheme assets will be allocated to the divisions of the
Scheme in accordance with the Rules.

Rules of the Scheme

4. (1) The Board may, by instrument in writing, vary or
replace the Rules with the approval of the Treasurer.

(2) The Subordinate Legislation Act 1978 does not apply to,
or in relation to, rules made under this clause.

(3) The Rules must conform with the provisions of the
Schedule and this Trust Deed.

(4) Where the variation or replacement of a rule would result
in an increase in the contribution to be made by an employer or
increase the liability of the employer under the Scheme in any
other way, the rule cannot be varied or replaced without the
approval of the employer.

(5) A variation or replacement of the Rules will be taken to
come into operation on the date specified in the instrument
varying or replacing the Rules whether being a date before or
after the date on which the instrument was made or the date on
which the Treasurer gave his or her approval.

(6) The Rules may confer discretionary powers.

Reduction in benefits on changes in taxation

5. (1) Subject to subclause (3), where the cost to employers
of maintaining the existing level of benefits is increased by a
change in the incidence of taxation occurring after the Scheme
loses its status as a constitutionally protected fund under the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 of the Commonwealth, the
level of benefits is reduced to the extent necessary to avoid an
increase in that cost.

(2) The extent of the reduction in the level of benefits under
subclause (1) must be determined by the Board on the advice of
an actuary.

(3) If the Board and all the employers agree that subclause (1)
will operate to reduce the level of benefits to a lesser extent than
is provided by that subclause, the subclause will operate in
accordance with the agreement.

Membership of the Scheme
6. (1) The following persons are members of the Scheme:
(a) subject to subclause (2), a person who was a contributor
under the repealed schedule immediately before the com-
mencement of this Deed; and
(b) a person who was a member of the non-contributory
scheme under the repealed schedule immediately before
the commencement of this Deed; and

(c) all other persons who are accepted as members of the

Scheme pursuant to the Rules.

(2) A contributor who died before the commencement of this
Deeg is a former member of the Scheme for the purposes of this
Deed.

(3) A person ceases to be a member of the Scheme on death
or when his or her rights in relation to superannuation under the
Scheme have been exhausted.
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Payment of contributions

7. (1) Contributions payable pursuant to the Rules by
members of the Scheme and public sector employers must be
paid to the Treasurer.

(2) Contributions payable pursuant to the Rules by private
sector employers must be paid to the Board.

(3) Contributions paid to the Board under subclause (2) vest
in the Board.

Payment of benefits

8. (1) Subject to subclause (4), any payment to be made under
the Rules to, or in respect of, a member, or former member, must
be made out of the Consolidated Account (which is appropriated
to the necessary extent) or out of a special deposit account
established by the Treasurer for that purpose.

(2) The Treasurer may reimburse the Consolidated Account
or special deposit account by charging the relevant division or
divisions of the Scheme in accordance with the Rules.

(3) Where a division of the Scheme is exhausted, the amount
that would otherwise be charged against it under subclause (2)
will be charged against the employers in proportions determined
by an actuary appointed by the Board.

(4) Part of the benefits payable to, or in respect of, a member
or former member who was employed by a private sector
employer must be paid in accordance with the Rules from the
Scheme assets.

Scheme assets

9. (1) The Scheme assets are subject to the management and

control of the Board.

(2) The Scheme assets comprise—

(a) the assets comprising the ETSA Superannuation Fund at
the commencement of this Deed; and

(b) contributions paid to the Scheme by the Treasurer under
subclause (3); and

(c) contributions paid to the Board by private sector em-
ployers; and

(d) amounts paid to the Scheme pursuant to clause 14 of the
Schedule; and

(e) interest and other income and other accretions arising
from investment of the Scheme assets; and

(f) any other income or assets transferred to the Scheme as
part of the Scheme assets; and

(g) such other assets as are required by the Rules to be
included in the Scheme assets.

(3) The Treasurer must pay to the Scheme periodic contri-
butions reflecting the contributions paid to the Treasurer by
contributors and public sector employers with respect to the
relevant period.

(4) The following amounts will be paid from the Scheme
assets:

(a) any reimbursement of the Consolidated Account or a
special deposit account that the Treasurer charges against
the Scheme in pursuance of this Deed; and

(b) amounts paid pursuant to clause 8(4); and

(c) the costs and other expenses of administering the Scheme;
and

(d) such other amounts as are provided for by the Rules.
Investment of Scheme assets

10. (1) The Board may invest money comprising the Scheme
assets that is not immediately required in any manner in which
it could invest that money—

(a) if acting as a trustee; or

(b) if acting on its own behalf and not as a trustee.

(2) Without limiting subclause (1), the Board may—

(a) participate in any financial arrangement (usually called
a synthetic or derivative investment) for the purpose of
risk management or hedging;

(b) pool Scheme assets with other persons’ assets for in-
vestment purposes.

Accounts and audit

11. (1) The Board must keep proper accounts of receipts and
payments in relation to the Scheme and must, in respect of each
financial year, prepare financial statements in relation to the
Scheme in a form approved by the Treasurer.

(2) The accounts and financial statements must distinguish
between the divisions of the Scheme and the investments in
which money from each of those divisions has been invested.

(3) The Auditor-General may at any time, and must at least
once in each year, audit the accounts of the Scheme and the
financial statements.

Insurance

12. The Board may purchase and renew insurance of any kind
for the purposes of the Scheme and may pay all insurance
premiums from the Scheme assets.

Exclusion of liability and indemnity

13. (1) The Board and the members and former members and
the employees and former employees of the Board are not liable
in relation to any act or omission in connection with the
administration of the Scheme or the Scheme assets in compli-
ance, or purported compliance, with the Schedule, this Deed or
the Rules except to the extent that the person—

(a) fails to act honestly; or

(b) intentionally or recklessly fails to exercise proper care and
diligence.

(2) If, despite subclause (1), a person referred to in that
subclause incurs a liability which the subclause purportedly
protects him or her from, the person will be indemnified in
respect of that liability from the Scheme assets.

Benefits cannot be assigned

14. Aright to a benefit under the Scheme cannot be assigned.
Governing law

15. This Deed is governed by the law of South Australia.

Severance of invalid provision

16. Any provision of this Deed that is—

(a) invalid in whole or in part; or

(b) required to be limited or read down in order to be valid,
is severed or limited or read down to the extent of the invalidity,
but the remainder of the provision continues in full force and
effect.

Withdrawal of employers and winding up of the Scheme

17. (1) Subject to subclause (2), an employer may withdraw
from the Scheme in accordance with the Rules.

(2) An employer who employs one or more pre-privatisation
members of the Scheme in the electricity supply industry cannot
withdraw from the Scheme without the consent in writing of the
member or members concerned.

(3) If all the employers have withdrawn from the Scheme the
Board must wind the Scheme up in accordance with the Rules.

PART 3
AMENDMENT OF SUPERANNUATION ACT 1988
Amendment of Act

3. The Superannuation Act 1988 is amended—

(a) by striking out from subsections (14), (17) and (18) of
section 22 ‘or the ETSA superannuation scheme’ wher-
ever occurring;

(b) by striking out the definition of ‘ETSA superannuation
scheme’ from subsection (19) of section 22;

(c) by inserting the following Schedule after Schedule 1A:

SCHEDULE 1B
Transfer of Certain Members of the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme to the State Scheme
PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Interpretation

1. In this Schedule, unless the contrary intention appears—

‘the contributory lump sum schemes’ means Divisions 2 and

4 of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme provid-

ing for contributions by members and lump sum benefits for

members;

‘Division 4’ of the Electricity Industry Superannuation

Scheme means the division of the Scheme formerly known

as the ‘R.G. Scheme’;

‘the Electricity Industry pension scheme’ means Division 3

of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme providing

for pension benefits;

‘the Electricity Industry Superannuation Board’ includes a

subsequent trustee of the Electricity Industry Superannuation

Scheme;

‘the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme’ means the

ETSA Contributory and Non-Contributory Superannuation

Schemes continued in existence as the Electricity Industry

Superannuation Scheme by clause 3 of the Electricity

Industry Superannuation Scheme Trust Deed appearing at the

end of Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations Act 1994;

‘the relevant day’ means the day on which the approval of the

Treasurer ceases to be required for the variation or replace-

ment of the Rules of the Electricity Industry Superannuation

Scheme;
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‘the State Scheme’ means the scheme of superannuation actuary appointed by the Treasurer) must be paid by the Trustee

established by this Act;
‘Trustee’ means the Electricity Industry Superannuation

from the Scheme assets to the Treasurer.

(6) The Treasurer must pay into the South Australian

Board and includes subsequent trustees of the Electricity Superannuation Fund a contribution reflecting the amount paid

Industry Superannuation Scheme.
PART 2
TRANSFER OF MEMBERS
Transfer of existing pensioners before the relevant day

to the Treasurer under subclause (5).
Transfer of existing and future pensioners after the relevant day

3. (1) After the relevant day, the Treasurer may, at the request

of the Trustee, enter into an agreement with the Trustee under

2. (1) The Treasurer may, by notice to the Electricity Industry ~ Which a person or persons referred to in subclause (2) may be
Superannuation Board and the South Australian Superannuation transferred from the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme

Board under clause 7 before the relevant day, transfer a person t0 the State Scheme.

who is in receipt of a pension under the Electricity Industry

(2) The following persons may be transferred pursuant to an

Superannuation Scheme from that scheme to the State Scheme. agreement under subclause (1):

(2) A person transferred under subclause (1)—

(a) is entitled to a pension under this Act which, at the time
of transfer, is of equivalent value to the pension he or she
was receiving immediately before the transfer; and

(b) except in the case of a person entitled to a derivative
benefit, will be taken to be an old scheme contributor; and

(c) in the case of a person who is entitled to a derivative
benefit, will be taken to derive the benefit from an old
scheme contributor.

3) If—

(a) an old scheme contributor referred to in subclause (2) dies
before the expiration of three years after he or she first be-
came entitled to a pension under the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme; or

(b) a person—

0] referred to in subclause (2) who is entitled to a
derivative benefit; or
(i)  whois entitled to a derivative benefit from an old
scheme contributor referred to in paragraph (a),
dies before the expiration of three years after the contributor
from whom the benefit was derived—

(iii)  first became entitled to a pension under the
Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme; or
(iv) died while still in employment without ever
becoming entitled to such a pension,
and—

(c) inthe case referred to in paragraph (a), no one is entitled
to a derivative benefit under this Act in respect of the
contributor; or

(d) in the case referred to in paragraph (b), all derivative
enti_tlzments have ceased before the expiration of that
period,

the contributor’s estate is entitled to a lump sum equivalent to—

(e) where paragraph (c) applies—the aggregate of the
pension payments that the contributor would have
received between the date of death and the third anni-
versary of the commencement of the pension if he or she
had survived; or

(f) where paragraph (d) applies—the aggregate of the
pension payments that the contributor from whom the
benefit was derived would have received between the date
when the derivative entitlement, or the last of the deriva-
tive entitlements, ceased and the third anniversary of the
commencement of the pension (or the date of the
contributor’s death) if the contributor had survived during
that period,

(the lump sum will be determined on the assumption that the
pension will not be adjusted under section 47 during that period).

(4) Where a person who is transferred under this clause was,
immediately before the transfer, entitled to commute a part, or
the whole, of his or her pension under the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme, he or she is entitled to commute the
whole or a part of the pension in accordance with this Act within
a period that terminates—

(a) when the period for commutation under the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme would have terminated;
or

(b) at the expiration of three months after the transfer,
whichever is the later.

(5) An amount equivalent in value to that part of the Scheme
assets of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme that is
attributable to the membership of the Scheme of a person
transferred to the State Scheme under this clause, or of the
contributor from whom a person transferred to the State Scheme
under this clause derives benefits, (to be determined by an

(a) a person who is in receipt of a pension under the Elec-
tricity Industry Superannuation Scheme;

(b) a person who is a member of the Electricity Industry
pension scheme and who is presently entitled to receive,
but is not yet in receipt of, a pension following the
termination of his or her employment;

(c) a person who is entitled to a pension as a derivative
benefit under the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme but who is not yet in receipt of the pension.

(3) The Treasurer may, by notice to the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Board and the South Australian Superannuation
Board under clause 7, transfer a person from the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme to the State Scheme in
pursuance of an agreement referred to in subclause (1).

(4) A person transferred under subclause (3)—

(a) is, inthe case of a person who was in receipt of a pension
at the time of transfer, entitled to a pension under this Act
which, at the time of transfer, is of equivalent value to the
pension he or she was receiving immediately before the
transfer; and

(b) is, in the case of a person referred to in subclause (2)(b)
or (c), entitled to a pension under this Act which, at the
time of transfer, is of equivalent value to the initial
pension that he or she would have received if he or she
had not been transferred; and

(c) except in the case of a person entitled to a derivative
benefit, will be taken to be an old scheme contributor; and

(d) in the case of a person who is entitled to a derivative
benefit, will be taken to derive the benefit from an old
scheme contributor.

(5) If—

(a) an old scheme contributor referred to in subclause (4)
who was in receipt of, or was entitled to, a pension at the
time of transfer, dies before the expiration of three years
after he or she first became entitled to a pension under the
Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme; or

(b) a person—

0] referred to in subclause (4) who was in receipt
of, or was entitled to, a derivative pension at
the time of transfer; or

(i)  whois entitled to a derivative benefit from an

old scheme contributor referred to in para-
graph (a),
dies before the expiration of three years after the contributor
from whom the benefit was derived—
(iii)  first became entitled to a pension under the
Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme;

or
(iv) died while still in employment without ever
becoming entitled to such a pension,
and—

(c) inthe case referred to in paragraph (a), no one is entitled
to a derivative benefit under this Act in respect of the
contributor; or

(d) in a case referred to in paragraph (b), all derivative entitle-
ments have ceased before the expiration of that period,

the contributor’s estate is entitled to a lump sum equivalent to—

(e) where paragraph (c) applies—the aggregate of the
pension payments that the contributor would have
received between the date of death and the third anni-
versary of the commencement of the pension if he or she
had survived; or

(f) where paragraph (d) applies—the aggregate of the
pension payments that the contributor from whom the
benefit was derived would have received between the date
when the derivative entitlement, or the last of the deriva-
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tive entitlements, ceased and the third anniversary of the
commencement of the pension (or the date of the
contributor’s death) if the contributor had survived during
that period,
(the lump sum will be determined on the assumption that the
pension will not be adjusted under section 47 during that period).

(6) Where a person who is transferred under this clause was,
immediately before the transfer, entitled to commute a part, or
the whole, of his or her pension under the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme, he or she is entitled to commute the
whole or a part of the pension in accordance with this Act within
a period that terminates—

(a) when the period for commutation under the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme would have terminated;
or

(b) at the expiration of three months after the transfer,
whichever is the later.

(7) An amount equivalent in value to that part of the Scheme
assets of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme that is
attributable to the contributions (and the interest and other
income and other accretions arising from investment of those
contributions) to the Scheme of a person transferred to the State
Scheme under this clause who was in receipt of, or entitled to, a
pension at the time of transfer, or of the contributor from whom

5. (1) The Treasurer may, with the consent of the person, by
notice to the Electricity Industry Superannuation Board and the
South Australian Superannuation Board under clause 7, transfer
a person who is a member of the Electricity Industry Superannua-
tion Scheme and who also falls within the definition of
‘employee’ in section 4 from that scheme to the State Scheme.

(2) After the transfer—

(a) a person who had been a member of the Electricity
Industry pension scheme will be taken to be an old
scheme contributor under this Act; and

(b) a person who had been a member of either of the contri-
butory lump sum schemes will be taken to be a new
scheme contributor under this Act.

(3) The South Australian Superannuation Board must open

a contribution account in the name of each person transferred
under this clause and must credit to the account an amount
equivalent to the amount standing to the credit of the person’s
contribution account in the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme immediately before the transfer.

(4) An amount equivalent to the aggregate of the amounts
credited to contribution accounts under subclause (3) must be
paid by the Trustee from the Scheme assets of the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme to the Treasurer.

(5) The Treasurer must pay into the South Australian

a person transferred to the State Scheme under this clause derives syperannuation Fund a contribution reflecting the amount paid

benefits, (to be determined by an actuary appointed by the

Treasurer) must be paid by the Trustee from the Scheme assets

to the Treasurer.

(8) The Treasurer must pay into the South Australian
Superannuation Fund a contribution reflecting the amount paid
to the Treasurer under subclause (7).

(9) An amount equivalent in value to the aggregate value of
the employer components of benefits payable under this Act to,
or in respect of, persons transferred under this clause (to be
determined by an actuary appointed by the Treasurer) must be
paid by the Trustee from the Scheme assets of the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme to the Treasurer.

Transfer of persons entitled to preserved benefits

4. (1) The Treasurer may, by notice to the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Board and the South Australian Superannuation
Board under clause 7 before the relevant day, transfer a person
referred to in subclause (2) from the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme to the State Scheme.

(2) A person who—

(a) is a member of the Electricity Industry pension scheme

or either of the contributory lump sum schemes; and

(b) is entitled to preserved benefits in the relevant scheme;
and

(c) is not accruing benefits under any other division of the
Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme,

may be transferred under this clause.

(3) After the transfer—

(a) a person who had been a member of the Electricity
Industry pension scheme will be taken to be an old
scheme contributor under this Act; and

(b) a person who had been a member of either of the contri-
butory lump sum schemes will be taken to be a new
scheme contributor under this Act.

(4) The South Australian Superannuation Board must open

a contribution account in the name of each person transferred
under this clause and must credit to the account an amount
equivalent to the amount standing to the credit of the person’s
contribution account in the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme immediately before the transfer.

(5) An amount equivalent to the aggregate of the amounts
credited to contribution accounts under subclause (4) must be
paid by the Trustee from the Scheme assets of the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme to the Treasurer.

(6) The Treasurer must pay into the South Australian
Superannuation Fund a contribution reflecting the amount paid
to the Treasurer under subclause (5).

(7) The Minister must attribute to each person transferred
under this clause a number of contribution points that is sufficient
to provide the person with an accrued entitiement under this Act
at the time of transfer that is equivalent to his or her accrued
entittement under the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme immediately before the transfer.

Transfer of certain other persons

to the Treasurer under subclause (4).

(6) An amount equivalent in value to the aggregate value of
the employer components of those parts of benefits payable under
this Act to, or in respect of, persons transferred under this clause
that are attributable to contributors’ employment up to the time
of transfer (to be determined by an actuary appointed by the
Treasurer) must be paid by the Trustee from the Scheme assets
of the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme to the
Treasurer.

(7) The Minister must attribute to each person transferred
under this clause (other than a person who was immediately
before the transfer a member of Division 4 of the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Scheme) a number of contribution
points that is sufficient—

(a) to provide the person with an accrued entitlement under
this Act at the time of transfer that is not less than his or
her accrued entitlement under the Electricity Industry
Sugerannuation Scheme immediately before the transfer;
an

(b) in the case of a person who was entitled to defined
benefits under the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme, to ensure that the level of benefits on retirement
at age 60 that the person was to be entitled to under that
Scheme are maintained.

(8) The Treasurer must pay into the South Australian
Superannuation Fund a contribution reflecting the amount paid
to the Treasurer under subclause (6) in respect of persons who
were immediately before the transfer members of Division 4 of
the Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme, and the South
Australian Superannuation Board must open an account under
section 47B in the name of each person transferred from Division
4 and credit to each account that part of the contribution paid by
the Treasurer that is attributable to the person in whose name the
account has been opened.

(9) In the application of Part 4 in relation to a person trans-
ferred under this clause who was, immediately before the
transfer, a member of Division 4 of the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme—

(a) the number ‘4.5’ wherever appearing in a formula in that

Part will be changed to ‘4.9’; and

(b) the number ‘3.86’ wherever appearing in such a formula
will be changed to ‘4.2’; and

(c) the number ‘420" wherever appearing in such a formula
will be changed to ‘360'.

(10) Subject to an election under subclause (11), a person
transferred under this clause is required to contribute at the rate
of 6 per cent of salary until he or she makes an election under
section 23 to contribute at some other rate.

(11) A person may, within 14 days after service of a notice
under clause 7(3), elect, in a manner approved by the Board, to
contribute at any of the rates set out in section 23.

(12) The Board may, in a particular case, extend the period
of 14 days referred to in subclause (11).
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PART 3
GENERAL
Employer contributions

6. (1) Money standing to the credit of the fund or funds
referred to in clause 18A of Schedule 1 of the Electricity
Corporations Act 1994 (before its repeal by the Electricity
Corporations (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998) must be
paid to the Treasurer.

(2) The employer of a person who has been transferred to the
State Scheme under clause 5 will be taken to have entered into
an arrangement with the Board under section 5.

(3) The terms of the arrangement will be determined by the
Treasurer after consultation with the employer.

Notices

7. (1) The Treasurer may serve notice on the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Board and the South Australian
Superannuation Board transferring a member or members of the
Electricity Industry Superannuation Scheme to the State Scheme
under this Schedule.

(2) The notice must—

(a) be in writing; and

(b) identify the member or members to whom it applies; and

(c) identify the clause of this Schedule in relation to which

it will operate.

(3) Onreceipt of a notice under subclause (1), the Electricity
Industry Superannuation Board must give notice to each member
transferred advising him or her of the transfer.

Cessation of entitlements under the Electricity Industry Super-
annuation Scheme

8. On the transfer of a person to the State Scheme under this
Schedule, his or her entitlements under the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme cease.

Power to obtain information

9. (1) The South Australian Superannuation Board may, from
time to time, require the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Board to provide it with information in its possession relating to
persons transferred to the State Scheme under this Schedule.

(2) Despite any other Act or law to the contrary, the Elec-
tricity Industry Superannuation Board must comply with a
requirement under subclause (1).

Transfer effective despite Electricity Corporations Act 1994

10. Transfers under this Schedule have effect despite
provisions of Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations Act 1994
as to membership of the Electricity Industry Superannuation
Scheme.

Regulations may be made for transitional purposes

11. (1) The Governor may, by regulation, make provisions of
a transitional nature in relation to the transfer of persons under
this Schedule to the State Scheme.

(2) A regulation made under this clause may—

(a) modify the provisions of this Act in their application to

a person transferred under this Schedule;
(b) operate prospectively or retrospectively from a date
specified in the regulation.
PART 4
AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE 1 OF THE ELECTRICITY
CORPORATIONS ACT 1994
Amendment of Schedule

4. Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations Act 1994 as
substituted by Part 2 of this Schedule is amended—

(@) by striking out the definition of ‘actuary’ from clause

(b) by striking out the definition of ‘the Trust Deed’ from
clause 1 and substituting the following definition:
‘the Trust Deed’ means the Electricity Industry
Superannuation Scheme Trust Deed;;
(c)  bystriking out ‘three’ from paragraph (b) of subclause
(2) of clause 4 and substituting ‘four’;
(d) by striking out paragraph (c) of subclause (1) of
clause 4;
(e) by striking out ‘Treasurer’ from paragraph (d) of sub-
clause (5) of clause 4 and substituting ‘Board’;
4] by striking out subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of para-
graph (d) of subclause (5) of clause 4;
(g) by striking out clause 6 and substituting the following
clause:
Ownership of Scheme assets
6. (1) The Scheme assets are vested in the
Board and if the Board ceases to be the trustee of

(h)
@

@

(k)

o

(m)

(n)

(0)

)

(@

0

the Scheme, the Scheme assets are vested in the
trustee for the time being of the Scheme.

(2) No stamp duty, financial institutions duty
or debits tax is payable under the law of the State
in respect of the vesting of Scheme assets in the
Board or any other trustee of the Scheme by
subclause (1).

(3) No person has an obligation under the
Stamp Duties Act 1923, the Financial Institutions
Duty Act 1983 or the Debits Tax Act 1990—

(a) to lodge a statement or return relating to a

matter referred to in subclause (2); or

(b) to include in a statement or return a record

or information relating to such a matter.;
by striking out Part D;
by striking out clause 9 and substituting the following
clause:
Exclusion of s. 35B of Trustee Act 1936

9. Section 35B of the Trustee Act 1936 does

not apply to, or in relation to, the Scheme.;
by renumbering the clauses of the Trust Deed in
numerical order following the amendments to be
made by the following paragraphs of this clause and
by making consequential changes to cross references;
Note: New clauses inserted by subsequent para-
graphs of this clause are given the number
they will have after the renumbering.;
by striking out clause 1 of the Trust Deed and sub-
stituting the following clause:
Operation of Deed

1. This Deed came into operation at the same
time as Schedule 1 of the Electricity Corporations
Act 1994 as substituted by the Electricity Corpora-
tions (Restructuring and Disposal) Act 1998.;

by inserting the following definition after the defini-
tion of ‘commencement of this Deed’ in subclause (1)
of clause 2 of the Trust Deed:
‘electricity corporation’ has the same meaning as
in the Electricity Corporations Act 1994;;
by inserting the following definition after the defini-
tion of ‘public sector employer’ in subclause (1) of
clause 2 of the Trust Deed:
‘relevant law’ means the law for the time being set
outin—
(a) the Superannuation Industry (Supervision)
Act 1993 of the Commonwealth; and

(b) the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 of

the Commonwealth; and

(c) the Superannuation (Resolution of Com-

plaints) Act 1993 of the Commonwealth;
and

(d) such other Act, regulation, rule or other

legislative instrument as the Trustee deter-
mines should be included in this defini-
tion;;
by striking out the definition of ‘special deposit
accodunt’ from subclause (1) of clause 2 of the Trust
Deed;
by inserting the following definition after the defini-
tion of ‘State-owned company’ in subclause (1) of
clause 2 of the Trust Deed:
‘Trustee’ means the Board or any body for the
time being appointed to the office of trustee of the
Scheme;;
by inserting after subclause (1) of clause 2 of the Trust
Deed the following subclause:
(1a) A term defined in the relevant law has the
same meaning in this Deed.;
by striking out ‘The Board’ from subclause (4) of
clause 3 of the Trust Deed and substituting ‘The
Trustee’;
by inserting the following clause after clause 3 of the
Trust Deed:
Amendment of Deed
4. (1) Subject to the relevant law, the Trustee
may, by instrument in writing, amend or replace
this Deed.
(2) Where the amendment or replacement of
this Deed would result in an increase in the
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contribution to be made by an employer or in-

crease the liability of the employer under the

Scheme in any other way, the Deed cannot be
amended or replaced without the approval of the
employer.

(3) An amendment or replacement of this Deed
will be taken to come into operation on the date
specified in the instrument amending or replacing
the Deed whether being a date before or after the
date on which the instrument was made.;

by striking out subclause (1) of clause 4 of the Trust
Deed and substituting the following subclause:
(1) Subject to the relevant law, the Trustee
may, by instrument in writing, vary or replace the
Rules.;
by striking out ‘or the date on which the Treasurer
gave his or her approval’ from subclause (5) of clause
4 of the Trust Deed;
by striking out ‘Subject to subclause (3) ‘ from
subclause (1) of clause 5 of the Trust Deed and
substituting ‘Subject to the relevant law and to
subclause (3)
by striking out ‘Board’ from subclauses (2) and (3) of
clause 5 of the Trust Deed and substituting, in each
case, ‘Trustee’;
by striking out clauses 7, 8 and 9 of the Trust Deed
and substituting the following clauses:

Payment of benefits

8. Benefits are payable from the Scheme assets
in accordance with the Rules.
Scheme assets

9. (1) The Scheme assets are subject to the
management and control of the Trustee.

(2) The Scheme assets comprise—

(a) contributions made by the contributors and
the employers to the Scheme pursuant to
the Rules; and

(b) interest and other income and other accre-
tions arising from investment of the
Scheme assets; and

(c) amounts paid to the Scheme pursuant to
clause 14 of the Schedule; and

(d) any other income or assets transferred to
thedScheme as part of the Scheme assets;
an

(e) such other assets as are required by the
Rules to be included in the Scheme assets.

(3) The following amounts will be paid from
the Scheme assets:

(a) benefits that are payable to, or in respect
of, members or former members pursuant
to the Rules; and

(b) the costs and other expenses of adminis-
tering the Scheme; and

(c) such other amounts as are provided for by
the Rules.;

by striking out ‘Board’ wherever occurring in sub-
clauses (1) and (2) of clause 10 of the Trust Deed and
substituting, in each case, ‘Trustee’;
by inserting the following clauses after clause 10 of
the Trust Deed:
Application of Superannuation Industry (Super-
vision) Act 1993

11. (1) The Trustee must give notice to the
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority
electing that the Superannuation Industry
(Supervision) Act 1993 of the Commonwealth is
to apply to the Scheme.

(2) The Trustee must, after the election re-
ferred to in subclause (1), comply with all relevant
provisions of the relevant law unless exempted
from compliance with a specified provision or
provisions by the authority administering the law
concerned.

Application of relevant law in certain circum-
stances

12. (1) A person who has a discretion under
this Deed or the Rules must not exercise that

@

(z2)

(zb)

discretion without the consent of the Trustee if the
relevant law so requires.

(2) A person must not give a direction to the
Trustee pursuant to this Deed or the Rules in
contravention of the relevant law.

(3) A covenant that is required by the relevant
law to be included in this Deed will be taken to be
included and will be binding on the Trustee and
each member, or each member of the governing
body, of the Trustee.

Resolution of inconsistency

13. A provision of clause 11 or 12 that is
inconsistent with any other provision of this Deed
or the Rules will prevail to the extent of the
inconsistency.

Term of office of Trustee

14. (1) The Trustee, holds office until—

(a) it retires from office by written notice to

the employers; or

(b) a person is appointed as a receiver, receiver

and manager or liquidator of the Trustee or
a court approves a scheme of management
providing for its dissolution; or

(c) it is disqualified from holding office as

Trustee of the Scheme.

(2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the Board.
Appointment of new Trustee

15. (1) When the office of Trustee becomes va-
cant the employers must, by a majority decision,
appoint another Trustee.

(2) Only a body that is a constitutional
corporation for the purposes of section 19 of the
Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993
of the Commonwealth may be appointed as
Trustee of the Scheme.

(3) An act of the Trustee is not invalid by
reason only of a defect in its appointment.
Powers of Trustee

16. (1) The Trustee may delegate any of its
functions, powers or duties under this Deed or the
Rules to any person.

(2) The delegation—

(a) must be by instrument in writing;

(b) may be absolute or conditional;

(c) does not derogate from the power of the

Trustee to act in any matter;

(d) is revocable at will by the Trustee.

(3) The Trustee has all other powers that are
necessary or desirable for the proper administra-
tion of the Scheme in accordance with the relevant
law.

Conlflict of interest

17. A member, or a member of the governing
body, of the Trustee will not be taken to have a
conflict of interest in relation to any matter being
considered by the Trustee by reason only of the
fact that he or she is entitled, or potentially enti-
tled, to benefits under the Scheme;

by striking out clause 11 of the Trust Deed and
substituting the following clause:
Accounts

18. (1) The Trustee must keep proper accounts
of receipts and payments in relation to the Scheme
and must, in respect of each financial year, prepare
financial statements in relation to the Scheme.

(2) The Trustee must, in accordance with the
relevant law, appoint an auditor to audit the
accounts and financial statements of the Scheme
in accordance with that law.

(3) The Trustee must, in accordance with the
relevant law, appoint an actuary to prepare reports
in relation to the Scheme in accordance with that
law.;

by striking out ‘The Board’ from clause 12 of the
Trust Deed and substituting ‘The Trustee’;

by striking out ‘The Board and the members and
former members and the employees and former
employees of the Board’ from subclause (1) of
clause 13 of the Trust Deed and substituting ‘The
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Trustee and the members and former members, o here were more documents and more disclosures and there
members or former members of the governing body.was the famous press conference with the member for Bragg
g; {Eg Rﬂgigg’gnd employees and former employeegaying ‘No sale of ETSA, full stop, full stop, full stop.
(zc) byinserting in clause 13 of the Trust Deed after para- N€N, after the election, after losing 13 seats mainly on the
graph (b) of subclause (1) of that clause *, or the back of the water privatisation deal, the leasing privatisation
exclusion of liability is prohibited by the relevant law. deal which was extremely unpopular with the electorate when
; people saw how they had been deceived, we saw the second
wave of deceit. We saw a Government come out in February
last year and say it was compelled to sell ETSA because it
had received reports it had not seen before the election, that
it was not aware of the work that had been going on which

(zd) E)y striking out ‘Board’ from subclause (3) of clause
17 of the Trust Deed and substituting ‘Trustee’.

Consideration in Committee.
Amendments Nos 1 to 30:

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: showed that, because of the national electricity market,
That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 1 to 30 besomehow we had to sell our electricity utilities in order to
agreed to. break the back of debt and avoid risks in the future.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise to oppose the first Of course, we were told various reports had forced the
30 amendments of this Bill, because we are opposing the BifPremier so reluctantly and heroically to come to grips with
itself. Labor does not support any lease or sale of ETSA, andreaking his fundamental election promise. Funnily enough
that is why we are voting in this Parliament against any longthe Premier would not release those reports to either the
term lease, short-term lease or sale. | want to talk about sonfarliament or to the Opposition, even on an off-the-record
of the events of the past week. | want to do so withoutbasis. He wanted to break his own promise and expected us
resorting in any way to personal abuse, because | do not thirtk join him with the support of thAdvertiserand others. He
that would particularly help the situation, and also | am suravas not prepared to hand over the documents so that we
others tonight will come in behind. First, let us just briefly could see that compelling evidence. Either the compelling
trace back the deceit and dishonesty of what has occurred #vidence did not exist or the compelling evidence had been
the past week and, indeed, since 1997. In October 1996, ptepared long before the election, which showed that, in fact,
our policy convention, the Australian Labor Party unanimousthe people of this State had been lied to—and deliberately
ly reached agreement to oppose the privatisation of ETSAied to—or it was a combination of those things. Then we
It was unanimously approved in our convention, in ourwere told that it was all about debt; that, somehow, it would
councils, in our shadow Cabinets and in our Caucus meetingget the debt monkey off our back, even though ETSA had
During 1997, we campaigned against the water leasing degrovided $1.3 billion in income over the previous three or
which had proven to be a fraud because we and the Parlifour years. But it was all about debt. Then, of course, we saw
ment had been told it was in the contract that we would haveéhe Bill submitted to Parliament, and we saw Terry Cameron
cheaper water, Australian ownership and 1 100 new jobs. ltross the floor—and | want to talk a bit about Terry Cameron
occupied front pages of thdvertiser with special features tonight.
about what a great triumph this would be for the Government Terry Cameron did not surprise any of us with his
and the people of industry in this State. In 1997, following thebetrayal; he did not surprise any of us with his behaviour or
leaking of hundreds of pages of documents about that watevith his morality—having been put into the Legislative
contract, we proved the absolute lie that had been told th€ouncil by the Labor Party and provided with an income and
Parliament about what was in the contract. superannuation. He did not surprise me at all. He had been

We had proven in fact that a shabby deal had been dordumped from the shadow ministry, because Terry Cameron
and that the Parliament and the public had been misled. Lateras given the task of taking on Diana Laidlaw in the Upper
during 1997, the Opposition was given documents, in partiouse. He could not land a glove on her. She outfoxed him
from Crown Law which showed that the Government wasand outboxed him all along the way.
planning immediately after the State election to priva- The CHAIRMAN: Order! | remind the Leader that it is
tise ETSA. We raised those concerns in the Parliament, aridappropriate to reflect on a member from another place.
we raised those concerns publicly. Of course, it followed the The Hon. M.D. RANN: Inappropriate, but entirely
desegregation of ETSA into business units. We were told bgccurate. So, we saw Terry Cameron, we heard the voice on
the Premier and by his then Minister (the member for Braggjhe radio (let alone the Grecian 2000 new hair colouring), we
that this was a total lie on behalf of the Labor Party, that theréeard him say with all sincerity that he had to do it for the
was absolutely no plan to privatise ETSA, that the documentgood of the State. Then, of course, we saw the moves by the
had been fabricated and misunderstood or misrepresentddlon. Mr Xenophon to try to protect the morality of the case
Then we saw the Stephen Baker budget of 1997. At the timby saying that, while he supported the sale of ETSA, he
of course it was a triumph. | remember the editorials and sbelieved that members of the public should have a say over
on about how we were tingling with excitement about thistheir assets. Mr Xenophon has acted honourably all the way
marvellous turnaround. We had a budget that was in thalong the line, unlike Mr Cameron.
black, a budget in surplus, that we had broken the back of the Let me put a few things into perspective. We were also
debt from the State Bank, that debt reduction was proceedingld at that stage, later in the year, when things did not go
apace and ahead of schedule, that there was no need whateyeite as well as Mr Cameron had expected in his dealings
to increase the quantum of State taxation after the electiomith the Liberal Party—where he seems to be much more
no increase in State taxes and that ETSA did not need to lmmfortable than he was in the Labor Party—that, in fact,
sold. there was a rumour around that Mr Crothers, a close friend

Indeed, the Premier and the Minister, now the member foof Mr Cameron’s, would follow suit. | had a discussion with
Bragg, said that they would never sell ETSA because it waMr Crothers about this, and Mr Crothers said that that was
an income earning asset for the State, that they would nevéstally untrue, that he would never betray the Labor Party,
sell ETSA. We persisted right through the election campaigrthat he would never betray his pledge to the Labor Party and
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that he would never betray the Labor Party Caucus and As with Senator Colston, | am sure Messrs Crothers and Cameron
conventions and State Council decisions. Indeed, neithé@ve the good grace to acknowledge the rules of the ALP in
Mr Cameron nor Mr Crothers ever spoke in favour of the®signing following their morally upright decisions.
privatisation of electricity in any forum of the Labor Party. When you are told by the Colstons that you are morally
Those of us in the Labor Party, let alone those of us wittHPright, you know exactly to what category of history you
any sense of decency or honour, know this: if you disagrelé"” be consigned. Here is the proof: the Colstons have
with a policy, you try to change it. You go into the forums €mbraced Cameron and Crothers. o
and you argue your case with passion and integrity. You do _!justwantto say this. Don Dunstan, who died in February
not sit on the outside and then cross the floor and do shabis year, presented an extremely cogent case right up until
deals with the other side. That is not the honourable thing t§1€ day that he died against the selling of ETSA. We have had
do; that is not the Labor tradition—and here were twoSOMe great leaders in this State. | refer to a great Liberal

gentlemen who had spoken a lot about Labor traditions an§ader such as Tom Playford, who built ETSA and put it
union solidarity. together because it was in the long-term and strategic

[pterests of the State to have control over our electricity

uture, not hand it over to others who had a responsibility to
S,r’nake profits. And Dunstan likewise.

| am so pleased that Don Dunstan did not see a Labor
erson (or a so-called Labor Party person) betraying the
eals and policies of the Labor Party in such an appalling
ay. Just as | am really so pleased that others who have
ught for the great causes of the Labor movement (real
bor, old Labor; people such as Don Cameron) did not see
is infamy.

In the Upper House the other day we heard the Hon. Ron
oberts say that an emissary from the Premier had come to

is: when you are put to the test, do you blink, do you buckle>¢€ him the day bef_ore avote ba_ck in,Margh. The honourable
under pressure, or do you cross the floor without raising imember was taken into the President’s office and was offered

with your colleagues, without arguing your case or withoutNiS: ‘Tl us exactly what you want—anything—in order to
trying to go through the forums of the Party? secure your vote and to secure the betrayal of your Party in

I have been criticised because last week | said | thoug xchange for supporting the sale of ETSA.'If it was in New
outh Wales there would be a corruption inquiry into that

that Mr Crothers, like Mr Cameron, should have done th%)h/pe of inducement. Remember the Terry Metherill case and
honourable thing and resigned from Parliament. | drew th e impact on Mr Greiner.

analogy of Cheryl Kernot, who was in a very safe position in | would like to know from the Premier (who is not even

the Australian Senate. She joined the Labor Party, having quilg] the Chamber tonight): was this person acting as an
the leadership of the Australian Democrats. And she immedf-missalr from the Pregmiér' did he in ?act with his germis-
ately resigned her position in the Australian Senate and then y ' ! b

ran for a marginal seat in Queensland. She put herself at risézn’ offer Mr Roberts anything he wanted; and what exactly

This year, in March, again there was a rumour around th
Mr Crothers would cross the floor. In fact, he came into m
office and said that | might hear this rumour, | might hear thi
story, which was being perpetuated for a variety of reasons,
‘But have no fear’ (and | will not do the accent that goes withP
it), there was no way that he would betray the Caucus, no wa
that he would betray the Labor Party and, indeed, he strong
supported the position that we had taken. Then, in recer
weeks, when we have been given assurances about ‘My wo
is my bond; mark my word, Leader, we have seen exactl)}
how strong that word and bond is. The test is how you vot
and what you do with it, not the words that are said. The te

She did the honourable thing because she knew that she h Hej gimgggﬁtygggt;éargos%e dgge\lrv\?eu![g :i(lf]%\f\?vl\jﬂgrvégr?%f
been elected and was being paid on the back of pledges to tl peop

people to serve the interests of the people by being amemb@ducements were offered, and whether resources, staff or

of the Australian Democrats. an}_/lfgtljr;g (\e/\llseehve\ll\?erzesggﬁrti%t the Olsen Government has been
The analogy that | also drew was that of Mal Colston. Mal Y

. . rewarded for its deceit and dishonesty. It will be rewarded for
t(f:}plsto?r,]unllke Cr|1er¥l 'ﬂer?ﬁt' ?k']d notﬂ(]jot Lhehhoné)urat;:?having made no case whatsoever for the sale of South
Ing. There are pienty ot other things that né has done ek, s4r5)ia's most valuable income earning asset to foreigners,
were not honourable, either, but he did not resign his seat. gd

fact h . \ra benefits for betraving his Part espite having all the resources of Government and the
act, he was given extra benetits for betraying nis Farty angy, naver to do so. This Government did not have the guts to
he stayed on in the Parliament. | know that | have bee%

icised f Kina th loqv bet Colston. C ut this to the people. It did not have the guts to put it to the
criicisea for making the analogy between LoIston, L.ameroe e pefore the last State election and, despite the editorial
and Crothers, but | do have some supporting evidence. | ha

X pport of theAdvertiserand theSunday Mailand a few
a letter from the Australian Senate dated 6 June 1999 anghers around town, it did not have the guts to put it to a
marked ‘Private and confidential’. It states:

referendum.
To the Hon. M. Rann If members opposite were fair dinkum and had the
Re: Your less than intellectually rigorous comments regardingzourage of their convictions and if their arguments were so
Senator Colston. compelling, why would they not put it to the test with the

It is on the letterhead of Senator Mal Colston, Senator fopeople who own the assets—the people of South Australia,
Queensland, and signed by a Douglas Colston, who, | cawho voted unanimously? At the last election, 100 per cent of
only presume, is the Chief of Staff to Senator Colston. | anSouth Australians voted for Parties who were committed to
sure there is no nepotism at all; | am sure he is there on higpposing the sale of ETSA. Of course, this Government
ability. He has written to me and the Labor Party supportingvould not put it to the people or test it with a referendum.
Messrs Crothers and Cameron, who, he says, along withhis Premier would not even debate me on a radio program
Senator Colston, recognised that the ALP they had supporteat on television in case it all went wrong for him again, as it
for their entire lives was no longer serving the interests oflid during the last State election campaign.

either the general population or its own members. Then he Today the Olsen Government will be allowed, despite our
goes on to give everyone a spray. He then says: opposition, to sell off South Australia’s future. But today is
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also the day that John Olsen, a Premier with no policies—&et alone signing. We will see just how truthful Robbie was;
Premier whose entire political life has been based on blamingist how much integrity Robbie has; just how much a done
others, Dean Brown, the Wets in his own Party, being letleal it was between Trevor and Robbie that night.
down by Dale or Ingo, previous Governments that lost office My view is that Mr Crothers—tonight, tomorrow, in the
years ago, the Opposition or minor Parties, and who alwayshort term, in the medium term and in the long term—wiill
finds other people to blame—has now run out of excusesind out that he has been totally stitched up by a Government
You could see the grave concern on his face and on the fac#sat is laughing about him behind his back. Trevor is worried
of his advisers in the other place last Thursday. about his place in history. | can refer him back to 1938 and
For the first time they had to look to the future rather than1939 and someone else who wanted to make a name for
the past, even though they have had their way on ETSA withimself in history, who also went and signed a piece of paper
Trevor Crothers’ defection. They have now seen the futurewith the dishonourable and came back and said, ‘| have this
and it scares them—all the promises they made, including piece of paper to show how brilliantly | have negotiated.’
TAFE college a week, new schools, hundreds more teachergtevor Crothers will go down as the Neville Chamberlain of
They made billions of dollars worth of promises to the peoplehis Party and this Parliament. The fact is that the piece of
after the election, if only they could get the rotten Labor Partypaper is not worth the signatures. It will be dishonoured from
and others to support their case. That is the line that has be&might.
sent out, and the more they have pushed that line, just as the Trevor Crothers’ assurances and promises from his friend
more they pushed their line with the help of the consultant$/r Lucas will prove totally, absolutely worthless. The Olsen
and advisers over the water deal, the worse it has become liiberals have told us that they have the right policy for South
terms of public opinion, because the public do not trust thiAustralia. It is to sell ETSA. And it is their only policy. But
Government or this Premier. they have even run away from that. The Bill before the House
The Labor Opposition wants to keep ETSA in Southis for a lease of almost 100 years. Everyone knows that such
Australian hands; we have said that repeatedly. We voted atlease is exactly the same as a sale. In fact, a 40 year lease,
the third reading in the Upper House against the privatisatioraccording to merchant bankers, according to the market, is
the sale, the long-term and the short-term lease. We hawtke equivalent of an outright sale: there is about $1 difference
voted to keep the farm and hand it on to the next generatioin it. A lease is a sale: a sale is a lease. We saw from the
That is our promise to South Australians which we have keptvater deal how that was done to benefit overseas sharehold-
since before the last election and which we will keep todayers, not South Australians.
when again we vote against the privatisation of ETSA. But, so lacking in integrity is this Government, so lacking
But we know that the Government can rely on the votesn conviction that this policy it is imposing on South Aus-
of sufficient Independents to have its way. This Oppositiortralians is really the right policy, so little does the Olsen
is looking to the future rather than to the past, and we willLiberal Government want to own the policy, it is now trying
hold John Olsen and his Ministers accountable for everyo outsource its responsibilities as a Government to the next
untruth told and every promise made about the privatisatioRarliament that it knows cannot even then bind future
of ETSA. We have a list in my office that amounts to billions Parliaments. That is why this Arthur Daly clause must be
and billions of dollars of promises in individual electorates:opposed. What they have done, essentially, is make a 97 year
in terms of the public sector, health, education, furthedease with a booby trap in it: not a booby trap in two years’
education, totally getting rid of payroll tax, 27 000 admis-time to allow a Government or a Parliament to overturn
sions per day or week in hospitals, and so on. Let us look ahings. No, that would have to wait until 2025 or 2026; but
the lie of the 25 year lease. in the process it would wreck the economy and the finances
The ACTING DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! | askthe of the State. It was a con: it was a Geoff Anderson, Terry
Minister and the member for MacKillop to take their seat. Cameron, long lunch, lots of red type of penalty clause put
The Hon. M.D. RANN: We saw the front page of the in because the Government wants to be kind of half pregnant.
Advertisera week ago, and there was a picture of the Hon. The fact is that what we are voting for today is whether or
Trevor Crothers sitting down with Rob Lucas. They hadnot we support the privatisation of ETSA, whether by sale or
signed the deal: it was all in writing. | spoke to Mr Crotherslease, long term or short term. That is what it is all about—a
after he had informed the Caucus that he was consideringlean vote, something from which the Government hoped to
crossing the floor—had not made up his mind, wanted t@scape. It has its dodgy deals with dodgy people in other
listen to the arguments, except that he would not meet witplaces, but the fact is that, ultimately, this is the time to
the unions. This is the union man who would not meet withdecide. Do we want our electricity assets in public hands or
the unions at all to discuss how the best deal could be givedo we want them in private hands, overseas, run for profit for
to workers; would not listen to the Labor Party; would notpeople elsewhere?
listen to the opponents of the sale; but wanted to listento all The Premier does not want the responsibility for the policy
the arguments and told me that he could trust Robbie. He tolde claims is so good for South Australia. He has placed in the
me that Robbie was an honest man and that you could lodRill a gimmick that would pretend to give responsibility to
Robbie in the eye and he would tell you the truth. He everihe next Parliament for deciding in a couple of years’ time
praised the integrity of the Premier. whether to extend the lease beyond 2025—not in any way to
On the front page is the picture of the Hon. Rob Lucasobble the contract as it is, let alone repeal it. It is today’s
signing the deal with the Hon. Trevor Crothers. It was invote that will either save or lose ETSA. The Premier cannot
writing: it was inalienable; it had been stitched up. He hadlame a future Parliament of Government or Government for
done totally the best deal for the unions, better than théhe loss of ETSA. He is selling ETSA today and he knows it.
unions could do—except that he was told that a much bettéie are not going to fall into his black hole, his confidence
deal had already been negotiated by the unions. Anywajyrick, because he has to wear the responsibility for his deceit
there was the front page, this act of history. Well, tonight weand dishonesty before the last election, his deceit and
will find out whether that piece of paper was worth reading dishonesty since. We were told all of last year that it was
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going to be about paying off the debt. Not 1¢, we were toldRon Phillips, told the media that, if Bob Carr tried to sell off
would go into slush funds; not 1¢ would go into recurrenttheir power after the March election, the Coalition would be
expenditure or capital works: it was all about paying off the'morally justified to vote to stop it because he won't have a
debt. Then he changed, because he was not getting it throughandate’. He went on to say:

and he announced a jubilee for everyone; everyone got @ That's what democracy is all about. The Upper House can't deny
prize, sale of the century, where there was never a loser. the will of the people.

Then, of course, that did not work because people laughedy, o i, south Australia, the people’s verdict has been
eclzthilliérﬁ\s/slzihe{lt (ijthtol?heNe:é) lSeougz) \i\éeggswévh%? trlf:rl;?/ usurped and the mandate has been flouted by the Liberals.
P people. >0, 9 YThe New South Wales example is a good one to reflect on for

ETSA tax threat, the Olsen levy. We are still going to get theanother reason because, in New South Wales, there was a

emergency services tax and there will be a few backbenche oup of people in the Labor Party who had a view that
?apcrt)ci):liﬁe\:\t,h\]%m:l g?sse%re%rg'rc?bt:r;?se Z:Z"t'r'g Isr?c?en' Enuéézgectricity privatisation would be a good thing. The Premier
’ P ctured us in Parliament at length about these moves in New

carlr;(;t iglgzojrrlgz:ggggotgﬁ'%?ge;;?J:e]:'tﬁlrgt l?;erllsvrmegtSOuth Wales; at least he did so before the New South Wales
tate election put a concrete lid on it.

debating later are a fraud and Labor will again vote agains . s .
the privatisation of ETSA, just as we will when we consider, YWhatthe Labor supporters of electricity privatisation did

these 30 amendments shortly. We will vote against the 2 Nﬁw S_I‘?#th Wacljes hw_as the Epposne E,? ICa_rl:r;]eron aor|1d
year lease of ETSA and we will vote against the 97 year leas| rothers. They made their views known publicly. They made

of ETSA—as we did in the Upper House today during thet eir views known long before any vote and argued their case

third reading. A vote for any lease of ETSA is a vote for the'nh Part()j/ ft(;]rums. They trfietc:] to changet_ Partybptoliﬁy. Thley
privatisation of ETSA full stop. showed the courage of their convictions but they also

The Hon. Trevor Crothers in another place has stated thgiSPlayed loyalty to their Party and loyalty to the people of

there is a limited window of opportunity to lease our electrici- ew _Sou.th Wales. If you sincerely believed in eIeptnuty
ty system because New South Wales is going to sell its pC)\,\,(;Rr|v¢':1t|s_atlon, if you believed that was the correct pohcy_, that
assets. He argues that we have to get to market before theff) Precisely what you would do. You would try to convince
Of course, this is just repeating the argument that Sou';}ﬁqhers of your view, and that is what you do if you truly have
Australia’s Premier was mounting before the New Soutt"® courage of your conV|ct|on§. L
Wales State election on 25 March this year. Those Labor people supporting electricity privatisation in
That election campaign featured a Liberal OppositioNew South Wales did just that and took it to their Party
promising to privatise power and a Labor Governmengonference, the equglent o_f the State convention here in
promising to keep it in public hands. The New South WalesSouth Australia. They, including the Premier of the day and
Liberals promised to eliminate debt, to spend billions ofthe Minister for Energy, were resoundingly defeated by the
dollars on schools and hospitals and to give every homgnk and file of the ALP. After having honourably and
$1 000 or even more in shares. It sounds familiar. TheBE’onestly argued their case, they accepted the view of the
promised an even bigger magic pudding than the OlseRarty and abldgd by the collective quISIOH of the Australian
Government has over the ETSA sale, yet the people rejectddbor Party, which was overwhelmingly endorsed at the New
the New South Wales Liberals in a Labor landslide, and thapOuth Wales election. What they did not do was stay silent,
is why John Olsen does not have the courage to put this to tig&Y nothing at convention, sit on their hands, say nothing at
people. Some of the commentators say that we all aspire 3taté Council, say nothing in Caucus, say nothing in
be like Trevor Crothers, talking about his courage. Parliament for a year and then vote against both ALP policy
Mr Conlon: | keep my word. and the will of the people. That is why we are not talking
The Hon. M.D. RANN: A man who says he keeps his about bravery, we are not talking about guts or courage; we
word. They want us to say that he is a man of courage, a ma#€ talking about cowardice as well as betrayal.
of vision. He had so much courage that he did not argue the Before it has even begun, the sell off of ETSA is in
case in any forums of the Party that put him there and lookedisarray. This last week has demonstrated just how incapable
after him during good times and bad times. Sometimes ithis Government will be in selling our most valuable public
takes courage, a lot more courage, to honour your promis@sset and just how little it cares for the public interest in the
honour your policies, stick to the promises you made to th@rocess. The Treasurer was asked, ‘What is the difference
people on election and, despite being whacked around tHietween a sale and an almost 100 year lease?’, given his own
head by the allies of the Liberals in the newspapers, you keeglaims that a lease would capture all the value of a sale. If
your word, honour your word and stick to your promises. ItSomeone is prepared to pay the same for the lease as for the
is very easy to walk 14 steps across the floor when you havgale, what is the difference? What was the basis upon which
never once put up the case or tried to change an opiniorrevor Crothers was conned and then traduced? Rob Lucas
particularly when you said and avowed that you had the sarreould not answer in the Legislative Council on 3 June. He
opinion. was asked, ‘What was the impact on the proceeds of the sale
Labor in New South Wales will not privatise power in that of ETSA of the already existing Edison Capital lease? How
State, just as the newly elected Queensland Labor Goverfuch might this existing lease take off the price of sale of
ment will not and just as the newly elected Tasmanian LaboETSA?’ His response was, ‘I have not had any discussions
Government will not. The New South Wales Labor Govern-with Edison Capital.
ment cannot sell the electricity system because the New The Treasurer then assured us that the financial impact of
South Wales Liberal Opposition has promised it will block the existing lease would be relatively small, without provid-
any sale in the Upper House. It will block any sale becaus@ng the slightest evidence. He hid behind his commercial
it says that Labor has no mandate to sell. In February thiadvisers, and we will have more to say about them later. He
year, the New South Wales Coalition spokesman on energwas asked in what order would the various assets be sold and
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about the tendering process. His response again was simply How much have we spent on privatisation consultants?
disgraceful for the Treasurer of the State. He said, ‘We hav€ould the Treasurer substantiate his Premier’s claims that the
not made any final decisions and the Government will ggACCC and the NCC had forced the break-up of ETSA and
through some sort of process.’ They are going to go throug®ptima into seven different weaker companies? Again, no
some sort of process. Rob Lucas was asked who wouldsponse in the Upper House from the Treasurer. The
provide advice to Cabinet on the tenders, who would asseSseasurer was asked what form this lease would take. Did the
the tenders. He prevaricated and again hid behind his legicdBovernment expect any discount on the lease price as a result
of advisers and, after more mumbling, he said, ‘We have thef the charade of having a vote in the Parliament on an
Electricity Reform and Sales Unit. extension of the lease beyond 25 years in the next two or

The last anyone heard of ERSU it consisted of AIexfhree years? The (_)nly thing Rob Lucas could do was claim,
Kennedy and Geoff Anderson, together with some Treasur?)’\_/e can capture virtually all the value of trade sale through
officials. It is not what anyone would call well informed, high this long-term lease.” In other words, the lease is a sale and
powered or even Competent_bare|y Sober, | Wou'd |mag|né-,]0 more or |eSS The Treasurer t0|d the U‘U'[h deSpIte hlmself
from my experience with some of the people involved. You Then he was asked the fundamen'FaI question, ‘Can you
would never claim with a straight face that Geoff Andersonduarantee that the sale would be of financial benefit to the
has a record in financial management and scrutiny of whicRudget, despite all the evidence that it will not, given that the
anyone could be proud. | remember his evidence in the royg}reasurer has said that no-one can know how much we will

commission. You would never claim that Alex Kennedy haddet for the sale and given that interests rates are at an historic
expertise in the power industry. low, making the assumed benefits from any sale less and

s?’ As usual, Rob Lucas just shrugged his shoulders. All

. . s
The Treasurer assured us that a probity auditor WOU'#e could say was that his advisers had told him that this

oversee the sale, no less. There would be many people o .
there in the electorate, presumably even Doug Colston ovéklr’%\lj\lg bkﬁ(?wg\?v?gtdvigl\f\?errict)gltg éagsltrsi:g.before about the
It? Canberra, Wh.o would be pleased to kr.]OW that there is tg/)vater privatisation: it was in the contract, Australian owner-
e a probity auditor. | remember the pr%blty auditor overthe?hip lower water prices, new jobs, exports overseas, and a
Vrr\:ﬁ'lti?)rnd(;e S:AP é’ e);cl)'uthar-,lxl rﬁg:je;nbgb?t'méugngrrzr\?&ag ger;ljjrltnew export industry. We saw the results again: prices up, jobs
 they P y qost, no evidence of more exports, 100 per cent foreign

room, but he went out o a long dinner. The video Carneragwnership and not in the contract. We got that only when the
broke down and the bids were illegally opened. Anywhere ontract was leased.

cior o e ocked avy and Sipped of s Qualicar, U 140 ek ago on 20 Moy, Reb Lucas and Join
tions, but oh, no, do not worry, the ETSA bill might be a few g

. . . ETSA is worth and about whether the sale would leave South
irgcgrscbknhon dollars and a longer lease, but the probity aUd'tO,E\ustralians better_qff or worse off financially. The Pre_mier

' ) . claimed, ‘The position is that that would save something of

South Australians will want some assurance that th@ne order of $500 million worth of interest! Then his
probity auditor for the electricity privatisation will not be the Treasurer, Rob Lucas, claimed the interest savings would be
same probity auditor as for the water privatisation, who, agnly $300 million. He said, ‘Because no-one can say what
I said, allowed the opening and coping of bids prior to theyore going to get for the sale value of your assets; you can
receipt of the final successful bid, went home hours befor@my tell me how much people would pay for the assets. You
the final bid was received, allowed individuals to leave the;gn't tell me how much people would pay for the assets; you
SA Water building after the opening of ultimately unsuccessygn only make estimates.
ful bids, but before receipt of the United Water bid, and  jyst the other day, on 3 June, the Premier told us yet
allowed videotape surveillance of the process to be stoppegnother different story. He said that the sale will,.' remove
And then there was that little crook, Terry Burke—and | saythe $2 million a day interest that we are paying. That is
that advisedly. There is not a lawyer or solicitor in New ¢ million a day in interest rates to the total interest payments
South Wales who will disagree with that term about the mamyn, the whole State debt of $7.5 billion. If we take the Premier
from Kazakhstan and his certain companies and the way hﬁ his word, and not the Treasurer, that means that the
moves money around. No wonder there is such acute publisremier is now claiming the sale of ETSA, through a long-
suspicion of John Olsen and his water contract. How muckerm |ease, will gain a minimum sale price of $7.5 billion if
have we spent on privatisation consultants? it is going to remove the total debt and remove the $2 million
Today, of course, the Premier confirmed, by way of a nodin interest payments a day. That is the benchmark now set by

that a success fee will be paid. | am told that $30 million orthe Premier, at $7.5 billion.
$40 million has already been paid on the ETSA consultants. The Premier has now given not one but two implied sale
A whole lot of them are currently parked up on the top floorsprices to ETSA, and the Treasurer has given another altogeth-
of various hotels, no doubt with their French champagne, asr different one. It comes down to this: the Government wants
they did over the water deal. There is also the rort that thiso privatise ETSA, South Australia’s largest income earning
Government employed New South Wales solicitors for thigublic asset. At the very same time, interest rates are very low
deal at a very high rate and who then subcontracted out to aand the costs of servicing our debt have come down. But the
Adelaide law firm at half the rate, and they are making purédlsen Government will not and cannot prove that selling will
profit. This is the greatest rort of all time, and now there willbe of financial benefit to the State. The Treasurer and the
be a success fee. We can just imagine, now we have heaRtemier are quoting wildly different values for the sale. At
that Geoff Anderson and Alex Kennedy are apparentlthe same time, Premier Olsen is claiming that tomorrow
handling the successful bidder for the Alice Springs toETSA will be worth only a fraction of what it is worth today.
Darwin railway, just how many of the Premier’s friends will That does not quite make sense, does it? They claim that we
be rewarded. must sell ETSA now because otherwise it will be worthless.
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Somehow those people from overseas who are interested arfine tooth comb and found out the truth. Bit by bit, we had
running our electricity assets will barrel down to Souththe slow water drip, the truth came out and the public turned
Australia and pay us quids in the knowledge that these assedgainst this Government and removed 13 of its members.
will be worth hardly nothing in two years’ time. It does not This is an even more dishonest trick on the people of this
work like that in the real world. State. The Government does not need to lose 13 members
The Premier then tells us that the sale could wipe out moraext time: it needs to lose only three. We will keep you right
than twice the amount of interest payments as the Treasuren the line every single day, on each Minister’s promises,
has claimed. The bottom line is that John Olsen and Robeminding the public of the deceit and dishonesty until
Lucas cannot be trusted to sell our most valuable incomelection day, when we will farewell you—and so will the
earning asset. Remember the words of the Treasurer when people of this State.
said, ‘You can't tell me how much people would pay forthe  The CHAIRMAN: Order! Before acknowledging the
assets.’ That is the key question. If you do not know that, whynember for Elder, the Chair points out to the Committee that
sell it? If you do not know what impact a sale would have ona considerable amount of flexibility was shown in regard to
your bottom line, if you intend to wipe away your income the Leader’s contribution as lead speaker in this debate. The
earning assets, why would you not make sure that you kne@hair will now return to—
exactly how much it was worth or at least politically make  The Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise on a point of order, Mr
sure that you and the Premier got your lines right? Chairman. Let me say that we are voting against every single
Remember this as a rare moment of truth from theone of those 30 amendments.
Government in this sordid sell out of South Australia. The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair will now return to
Remember that remark when all those promises were mad&tanding Order 364 whereby each member will have the
for a better future if only the Liberals could be allowed to sellopportunity to speak on three occasions for a maximum of 15
the State of South Australia out from South Australiansminutes.
When the name of John Olsen is merely a faint memory for Mr CONLON: If you show me forbearance, | will not use
most South Australians or a synonym for a politician whoall that time, but we will see how it goes. | rise to support my
does not tell the truth, remember that remark and recall howeader, my Party and, most of all, the people who elected me.
all those phrases and promises came to nothing. The onlW/hat faces this Chamber tonight is the disposal of the biggest
promise that John Olsen will deliver is the one that he doeasset, the biggest business, in South Australia on the basis of
not make: to sell off our assets to financiers in the UK, Japarpolitically, historically, the greatest act of deception and theft
Europe and the United States whose interests are not ours lthis State has seen. We are seeing a change in the political
whose interests and obligations, legal and otherwise, reland economic landscape of this State that has been brought
to their shareholders. about by the most shabby, tawdry, underhanded and dishonest
The Government has today run out of excuses. A coupleneans by which any such change has ever been brought
of weeks ago the Premier confirmed that the Government haabout. The Leader made very clear what the deception was.
no policy for South Australia other than the privatisation ofEveryone in South Australia knows what the deception was.
ETSA. There is nothing left for the Government to do nowWe know what the people of South Australia were told before
but to explain why there is nothing more that the Olserthe last election.
Government can do to improve the prosperity of South Itturned my stomach to sitin the gallery of the Legislative
Australians. The Olsen Government must now explain whyCouncil tonight and see the snickering, laughing Legislative
it cannot deliver on all the things that it said it would do if Councillors of the Liberal Government celebrating their
only it could sell ETSA. We were told that if it could sell tawdry, underhanded, dishonest victory on this matter. We
ETSA there would be everything for everyone: a new TAFEknow what the deception was, and we know what the theft
campus would be built each week; a thousand schoakas: the theft of two votes not simply from the Australian
computers a day would be bought; and an extra 27 000 out-abor Party but from the people who elected those members
patient procedures would be performed each day, to name just the Australian Labor Party to the Parliament. | refer, of
a few. Those claims were fraudulent and will not be deliv-course, to the honourable Terry Cameron and the honourable
ered. Trevor Crothers. People might be surprised that | would refer
The whole policy of privatisation goes back to 1996 whento them as ‘the honourable’, but | have an historic precedent.
the meetings started. There were meetings in hotel rooms in | have been sick to the gills of reading about how the very
Sydney and Melbourne with financial advisers from theprincipled and popular Trevor Crothers is such a well read
United States in July and August 1997 where this was alinan. If he is, let him then understand my historic precedent
cooked up before the election and before they accused us fafr the term ‘the honourable’. It is used in exactly the same
lying. Who are the liars now? Graham Ingerson went to thosevay Mark Antony used it in his speechJdalius Caesawhen
meetings and so did the Premier. | want the people to say whue referred to Brutus and his co-conspirators as ‘honourable
told the truth and who told the lies during that electionmen’. By the same standard, so Terry Cameron and Trevor
campaign. No-one was told about these meetings in Sydneyrothers are honourable men, and my fondest hope—
and Melbourne. No-one was told that the plans to privatise Mr VENNING: [rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.
ETSA and to lie to the people were hatched long before th&tanding Orders prohibit members from reflecting on
election, and that is why they will not release the reports. Nanembers in this and another place.
matter how many quislings join this Government, they will  Mr CONLON: You tell me what it was, then.
be condemned by the people at the next election. The CHAIRMAN: Order!
I make one promise. When the water deal was paraded as The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr Chairman—
a triumph for the Government (both politically and economi-  The CHAIRMAN: The Leader will take his seat. The
cally) and the deal was announced on 17 October 1995, wit@hair upholds the point of order.
John Olsen and Dean Brown sitting nervously together (just The Hon. M.D. RANN: | rise on a point of order,
for once), we ran down that contract: we went through it withMr Chairman. Is the honourable member for Elder being
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brought to order for describing members of the Upper Housgears, it has been my misfortune in the Labor Party to deal
as ‘honourable’ according to Shakespearian tradition? If thawith him. | cannot criticise him too much because itis to my
is so, that is a very odd ruling and one that no doubt will beshame and to the shame of every member on this side of the
celebrated in Erskine May. House that we housed, fed and kept him for so long.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is no point of order. | simply make this comment about him: he is an odious

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. creature devoid of principle or scruple. | will say no more
Are you ruling in defiance of every precedent this centuryabout him. | could not, however, understand (and it puzzled
that members of the House cannot reflect on people outsidnd hurt me) the attitude of Trevor Crothers. | pondered all
the House? Is that what you are ruling, and on what basis ameek after he announced his intention to our Caucus. | did not

you ruling? fully understand it until I heard his 1% hour rambling speech
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair has been very in another place. Let me put this on record: never have so

tolerant. many gathered for so long for such a bad speech. After
Members interjecting: listening to that 1%, hour speech, | knew why Trevor Crothers
The CHAIRMAN: Order! was betraying the principles of the ALP: it was out of nothing
Members interjecting: but vanity. He is a man whose vanity towers above his

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair has been very talents, abilities, visions and, most of all, his integrity. | will
tolerant in this regard. In response to an earlier point of ordeot quote the words from another place, but I will make
I indicated that it was against Standing Orders to reflect oneference to some of the points that were made in that speech,

another member in another place. because it is on the basis of that reasoning—and | use
Mr Atkinson: Which one, Sir? ‘reasoning’ in the loosest possible sense of the word—that
Members interjecting: South Australia is to lose its biggest asset and its biggest

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Reference is certainly made business.
in regard to debate in another House, and also in regard to the Trevor Crothers spoke for three-quarters of an hour on

words contained— why he had staunchly opposed the sale of ETSA. It was a
Mr Atkinson interjecting: mixture of semi-lucid reasoning-Filestype logic, with a
The CHAIRMAN: | beg your pardon? big whack of conspiracy theory thrown in about the monopo-
Members interjecting: ly control of fuel, electricity, water, and all those sorts of
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair has indicated things. Fair dinkum, | was waiting for the theory about the
support for the point of order. second gunman on the grassy knoll to creep into this part of
Mr Atkinson interjecting: the speech. Then, having heard all those good reasons why,

The CHAIRMAN: Can the Chair plead with the Commit- 8S @ good democratic socialist, as he said over and over, he
tee? We have a long way to go in this debate tonight and | asi¥ould oppose the sale of ETSA, we got to the reason why he
for the support of all members in this place for the way inwWould support the lease of it: because—and | cannot quote

which that debate is carried out. him—it. isa different an.imal entirely. . .
Mr ATKINSON: | have a point of order, Sir. Reference  Having got to this point, | thought we will get 45 minutes
has been made to Standing Order 125 which states: on this. We did not. We got to find out that we would lose the

A member may not use offensive or unbecoming words inbig_gest as_set in South Australia because it is a differer_It
reference to another member. Subject to Standing Order 137, if ti@himal entirely. One had hoped that he would expand on this
member referred to takes objection to what he/she considers to feason, but that was not the case in that 1% hour rambling
offensive or unbecoming words, the Speaker requests of the membgpeech. | do not know about this, but | am told that in a later
uttering the words to withdraw them. contribution we found out the real reasoning: it is because a
That means a member of the House of Assembly; it does n@himpanzee’s DNA is 98 per cent like that of a human being.
mean a member of the other place. If it did, how could &But it is not. We are losing the biggest asset, the biggest
member of another place rise and take objection undesusiness, the biggest thing the people of South Australia own
Standing Order 125? on the basis of the reasoning of a man who thinks a

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Spence will chimpanzee’'s DNA is 98 per cent like a human's, therefore,
realise—and he has been here long enough to know—that fore should lease ETSA. | am sorry. | do not get it, and | do
a very long time it has been the practice of the House not taot think the people of South Australia will get it.
reflect on other members in another place, and Erskine May In the case of some people, | would have thought the
supports that. If the honourable member would like to comenargin for error between a chimpanzee’s DNA and theirs is
to the Chair, the Chair would be very pleased to point ouprobably a lot slimmer than that 2 per cent. | say that we are
exactly where reference is made in Erskine May to that poinfosing our asset on the vanity of this tired old person—and

Mr CONLON: [fitwill help, | withdraw the reference to | say this with some shame and hurt, because, again, it is a

the members being honourable. person that we have fed, that we put in the Legislative
The CHAIRMAN: Has the member for Elder concluded Council and that we kept him there. Any examination of

his remarks? history does not show much of a contribution for us or for the
Mr CONLON: No, | have not. $100 000 a year he pulls as a result of getting the trust of
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Elder. Labor supporters in South Australia. What we do know is that

Mr CONLON: | simply hope that those two Legislative he is a man who has permanently been on the backbench; but
Councillors, given that | cannot refer to them as ‘honourable’that has never affected his soaring and leaping vanity.
do share the fate of Brutus and his co-conspirators, and | hope | refer to some of the other elements of what can only
that so fondly. It surprised me not that this situation wadoosely be described as a speech or a line of reasoning.
brought about by the betrayal of Labor principle of aMembers may think | am wrong in referring to this man’s
Legislative Councillor known as Terry Cameron. | will not vanity being the cause. During his speech he refers to Mark
reflect too directly upon him except to say that, over theLatham, who he says is one of the few people who can think
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in the ALP, as | understand his reasoning. How does he knowisk—do not have a lot of value in them. It is the poles and
that? Because Mark Latham wrote a book. Trevor read siwires business that has the value.
pages of it. From those six pages, he told us that he was sure The next best option is the one that many people in my
that, since Mark Latham was espousing all the values thalectorate have shared with me, saying, ‘If we have to sell,
Trevor had had for 15 years, he must be right. Read nat least give the owners a chance to buy it back. At least give
further! He had discerned the ultimate truth in Mark Latham’sthe people of South Australia a chance through a partial float
book, and it was true because it was just like the thingso buy it back, even if it means selling a keystone investment
Trevor had been thinking. | have spoken to Trevor a lot andof 40 per cent and floating the other 60 per cent.” Again, | am
if he does think about a lot of things, he does not let on. Heold that is not an option that | will have an opportunity to
usually talks only about himself. debate because, | am told, there would be too big a discount
This is the logic on which this State is losing its biggestto the value. Certainly, | share some of the views of Mark
asset. Let Trevor understand this: behind his back, they ateatham, and | notice the member for Elder quoted from
all laughing at him, too. They have their vain mug who isCivilising Global Capita) from which | have quoted in this
giving them their dirty deal, and they are laughing behind hitHouse previously. | believe | probably share more of the
back, just as they laugh at us when they are out of theiews of Mark Latham than do some members opposite.
Chamber. You know how long they will listen to your dull Members interjecting:
stories in the corridor, Trevor? Until they get their vote, and Mr MCEWEN: But | can at least say that | have read the
then you will be back on that backbench and insignificantvhole book.
again until they need another vote from you. Don’t kid Ms Key: You're on your own.
yourself. Your vanity has deluded you. Mr McEWEN: That is two of us: the author and me. Let
I will close and say some more about what price Southme move on. So, | am reluctantly accepting that the lease will
Australia is to pay for the treachery of one odious creaturgo ahead, and my intention now is to try to make the best of
and the vanity of another, but | will make that contributionthe mess because, when you are up to your crutch in croco-
on a further amendment. We are getting a dog’s dinner of diles, it is very hard to remember that your prime objective
deal on the biggest asset in South Australia because of thveas to drain the swamp. The prime objective tonight is debt
conjuring and the shifty underhanded nature of everythingeduction so, if we are going to make the best of this mess,
that this Government has done in trying to get this dealve must focus on debt reduction. So, | am putting members
through. We will face up to our responsibilities in this place.on notice that, if itis to go, it is to go towards debt reduction,
Part of our responsibility is that we did feed and elect thosend nothing more. Ifitis to go, that will be the sole purpose.
two creatures who have so betrayed the people of Soutlaelso need to say that, if it is to go, let it go now. If we are to
Australia. We will do what we can to make that up, and weput in place a lease with options, put that framework in place
will make this a better deal. The people of South Australia ar@ow, and do not revisit it. | repeat: let us get it right now and
going to lose their greatest asset and we will make a bettgut it in the marketplace without any uncertainty. The last
deal of it if we can. | just wish we could stop it. thing we want to be accused of after tonight is discounting
Let me close by saying this: among those smug selfthis value further. If the poles and wires business is worth so
satisfied faces in the Legislative Council this afternoon a fewnuch, do not let us be accused of discounting that value
of the interjections flew from the not honourable Mr Camerorfurther. If it must go, it must go at the best possible value.
and Mr Crothers that ‘this is what they said about NormThe prime objective is debt reduction: let us focus on debt
Foster'. If they believe that, they kid themselves. If they thinkreduction and nothing more.
they are like Norm Foster, they kid themselves. If they think Mr CLARKE: | support many of the comments of the
they will share his fate and be welcomed back to the ALPmember for Elder. | find this a particularly galling piece of
they kid themselves. Whilst my heart beats and while | drawegislation, because Trevor Crothers had been a friend of
breath, those creatures will not be back in the ALP. mine for 25 years and a union colleague for that time. He had
Mr MCEWEN: Itis not my view, and | do not believe it done fantastic work for the trade union movement and for the
is the view of the majority of the electors of Gordon, thatmembers he represented in the union and in his support for
what we have before us tonight is in the best interests of thihe Labor Party. But for him to have crossed the floor against
State. | believe, and | have said it a number of times, thathe unanimous decision of the State convention of the Labor
there is risk in owning generators in an aggregated oParty, the State Council and the State parliamentary Labor
disaggregated form and this State should be looking foParty is unforgivable. This State’s greatest asset has been
opportunities to dispose of its generating capacity. Besidesiocked because of one person. But | should not be so harsh
we need to look at interconnects and at competition, whiclon Trevor, because two Labor members deserted the Labor
will come as much from generation in this State as fromcause. They were elected on Labor Party platforms, they took
generation through interconnects. the pledge as Labor Party members and, when they sought
I believe, and | believe my electorate also shares with mere-selection, they stood up before the annual convention and
the belief, that transmission lines can be sold; they are paswore an oath to abide by the majority decision of the Party.
of the interconnects, and they can be put on the market. While | have had my disagreements with the Party, | have
Equally, we believe that the State does not have to be in th@lways stated my view in advance and my opposition to
retail business. The retail end of the energy market can be jpositions that the Party may have had, and | have done so
private hands and value can be added by offering othewithin the forums of the Party. Neither Trevor Crothers nor
services and other energy sources. | believe itis the poles afiérry Cameron at any stage—at any convention or any
wires business that is a very valuable asset which showsraonthly State Council meeting or any of the weekly State
return on investment. It is an asset that | would prefer tgarliamentary Labor Party meetings when Parliament was in
remain in State hands. Unfortunately, it constitutes somethingession—so much as raised a whimper of opposition to the
like 80 per cent of the package—it is the valuable bit. Theposition of the Labor Party on this issue of opposing
bits with the risk in them—and we have heard so much aboytrivatisation, whether it be by lease or by sale. And whereas
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some local members of Parliament in the House of Assembligelieve that we had reconnected with our roots and that we
might say that they were elected because of their dominatingould not let them down—and they voted for us. If this piece
personalities and that their Party affiliations were merelyof legislation goes through tonight, it will ultimately lead to
ancillary to their victory, in the Legislative Council that is the dismissal of a large number of ETSA workers; notwith-
just demonstrably not true. They are elected, whether they t&anding whatever piece of legislation that passes here
Liberal, Labor or Democrat—and | have not forgotten thetonight, private enterprise will see that a number of those
Hon. Nick Xenophon, but | will deal with the major Parties people will lose their jobs. They gave their faith to the Labor
for the moment—and | do not include the Democrats as &arty. To think that two former members of the Labor Party
major Party— took it upon themselves without any notice to the Labor Party
An honourable member interjecting: to decide to cross the floor in the aid and comfort of our class
Mr CLARKE: | don’t need the kiss of death from you. enemies, | find more than sad: | find it utterly revolting.
The issue is that the eight members that the Labor Party had |n conclusion, | trust that, with the amendments that are
in the other place when this new Parliament began in Octobefebated tonight, we can salvage something out of the loss of
1997 were committed to the opposition of the Labor Party ta great asset to this State. If we are to sell ETSA—because
the sale or lease of ETSA. Of all members of the Labor Partythat is effectively what we have done, even if we term it a
the Legislative Councillors more than ever owe their positionease—at least we must try to reduce the impact of the loss
to the Labor Party and to the policies of the Labor Partyof that income stream and use it to pay off our debt. We
They were elected on that manifesto and, if they are honougannot allow the Government of the day to fritter it away on
able men, when they cross the floor, they resign. It is n@ecurrent expenditure so that we deny the State the benefit of
coincidence that they buck the Party discipline, as they wouldt least reducing our State’s debt when we give away this
term it, in their last session of Parliament, after they havena_gnificent natural monopoly asset of the people of this
sought succour, aid and comfort from the Labor Party for aliState. So, | implore the three Independents at the very least
these years and earned their bread from the support of the stand firm on those matters so that we can salvage some
members of the Labor Party and supporters of the Labagood out of an unholy alliance, where dishonourable actions
Party who voted for us at those elections. If they werenave taken place that will see the transition of a great State
wanting to run for re-election, | wonder how they would havegsset from public hands to private hands forever.
voted in the Chamber today. | find that very, very hard. MrHILL: Tempting as it is to speak about the past
As | said, Trevor Crothers has been a good friend to m&gnjight on this historic occasion, | would like to talk about the
and for him to have turned his back on the Party, on hiytyre, particularly the future of many of the members

comrades and on the people who supported him over so magyosite. Last Thursday night as they were celebrating on the
years is heartbreaking for those of us who have known hinyirst floor of this building, no doubt drinking expensive
And to do it for a Liberal Party which despises his origins, h'Schampagne—

Labor movement connections and the trade union from which Mr Venning interjecting:
he came and which does everything it can in its industrial Mr HILL: Oh A d. Ivan? M f
relations legislation to hurt the most vulnerable members of V' : , weren'tyou invited, lvan? Many of your

our society—and he sides with them on this piece of |egisla(_:olleagues were coming tumbling down the stairs with

tion—is more than galling. It is more than galling for thosegIalsses in hanc_I and little nibbles that_no dOUbt. had been put
of us on the Labor Party side who have called him our friend" Py the Premier to help celebrate this great victory. | know

and our comrade and whom he has assisted over the yeals® Gé)vern_mﬁtntb was ve;yhogt;mlslr|cha3d V‘?f{ up lgs‘f[
but it is unforgivable, more so, as | said earlier, because atn ursaay nignt, because it had finally had a victory and |

. ; . S thought things were turning around for it. | want to say to
E,rgﬁyd'd they raise their objection in any forum of the LaborGovernment members that the fact that you might get this

At no time did they argue that the sale or lease of ETSAsale through here tonight or through the Parliament over the

was in the State’s interest and stand up to be counted withifext couple of days d°‘?5 not change one iota the fact that it
the forums of the Party. There is no disgrace in bein%s deeply unpopular out in the electorate. The fact that you are

defeated within the forums of the Party if you state you elling |tbwnll(t?ot rrr:ake It gr;y n:%re pﬁpular. I tﬁay :ﬁ the d
views honestly and you still get rolled, but at least you have/2"'0US Dackbenchers and front beénchers on the other siae
at they will be experiencing a sustained campaign from not

flagged and argued your views. To do so at the eleventh ho .
on the most specious of arguments is just dishonourable. mnly thg Labor Party at the next election. o
a note that | wrote to Trevor—I could not get to see him _! Pointout that some of the seats where our campaigning
because he would not see me—I said to him that in 198Vill rely heavily on the ETSA issue are the seats of Hartley,
when | was Deputy of the Party, | travelled to Leigh CreekMawson, Bright, C_olton,'nght, Adelaide, Stuart and Frome.
with Mike Rann: | went to Port Augusta and | went to seeTheY are all margma] Liberal held seats where we will be
those ETSA workers, asking them to believe that, if they’€minding your constituents, day after day, week after week,
voted for the Labor Party, whether we were in Governmenfonth after month for the next two years how you told lies
or in Opposition, we would oppose the sale, lease or outto an_d deceived the people of South Aus_tralla before _the Ia_lst
sourcing of ETSA. And they believed us. They believed me€l€ction and how you have done them in the eye with this
| had to look them in the eye. This was at a time when ANdirty deal.
was being dismantled, largely as a result of what a Federal An honourable member interjecting:
Labor Government had done in 1991 by the creation of the Mr HILL: | am getting there. That is where the Labor
National Rail Corporation, which had decimated the workParty will be attacking you. But, because of these new
force in Port Augusta of blue collar workers, traditional arrangements, you will also be under attack from the
Labor voters in that city. Democrats. | say to the members for Heysen, Davenport and
We were asking these other workers at Leigh Creek an@aite that your margins are also very slight when it comes
at the ETSA Port Augusta power station to believe us; tdo a Democrat contest, and the Democrats will be out there
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gunning for you. They are already preparing themselves. | vote Liberal. Indeed, | was a Party political animal at a time

Your seats— when you were the Party President. | thought that you had some
; RPN status above the lying, cheating deviants that were lining their own
An honourable member interjecting: pockets—

Mr HILL: We will get to the honourable member. Your is talki bout other Liberal Part bers th |
seats will be under attack from those people as well. But iti%'hef Ilf alking about other Liberal Farty members there,
not only those two: they will be fighting on a third front. "MK
They will be fighting their colleague, the member for With no consideration for the masses. My, how things change. If you
Chaffey. They will be fighting a contest with the member for 219 Your Party are so hellbent on privatisation, why not privatise the

Chaffey—particularly the members for Schubert an hen th bout si i that t edifvi
Flinders. | am not too sure how the National Party stacks ug Nen there are about six or seven lines that are not edifying.
tis a general abuse of politicians, and so on, that | will not

in Kavel, but perhaps there as well. But they will be fighting >
a contest with the National Party. And | must say that | think'€d to the House. Theh he says: _
the member for Chaffey has p|ayed her hand Very well on this My father fOUght for this Country. He gave his damnedest to

: : . nsure we would have a country to live in. And politicians like you
issue by distancing herself very clearly on the front page 0gome along and all you can sée is sell, sell,psell. Well, sir,ysell

the paper and in the media, saying that she is opposed to thgmething that will affect you; sell something that will make your
sale of ETSA, the privatisation of ETSA, the lease of ETSA political colleagues sit up and take notice. But please consider

She was positioning the National Party very well to get into'esignation, as | see that as the first step in us having what we want;
your backyard, member for Schubert. And over the next tw@"d We have that right. Indeed, we have that right.
years she will be letting your constituents know how youAnd it is signed ‘Yours sincerely, ex-Liberal voter.’
voted on this issue, how you sold your constituents in the eyés | say, he was Secretary of the local Liberal branch in the
and why the National Party has stayed pure and will stand uglectorate of Kaurna, in Bowden.
for the people of South Australia and for the people in your The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
electorate. Mr HILL: | will show it to you afterwards: you know
| am interested in the future: | think that is where we needim.
to focus. The future for members opposite is very bleak. They An honourable member interjecting:
may get it through this Parliament but they will not be able MrHILL: Itwas not my uncle. He was an absolute, dyed
to convince the people of South Australia that what they havé the wool Liberal voter, and that is what he said. That is
done is a good thing. It will be like the water contract all overwhat members opposite will have to get used to. That is what
again. For the next two years, as they try to get this thinghe future will be telling them. Liberal voters will be flocking
through they will be stumbling all the way. All the secret to our side in disgust at their behaviour on this issue.
documents will come out; all the consultants’ fees will come Mr WILLIAMS:  Already several importantissues have
out; we will find out about all the bottles of champagne drunkbeen raised this evening in the debate. Indeed, the member
with great vigour in restaurants in Adelaide; and the peopléor Kaurna's contribution was rather interesting because,
of South Australia will know. Not only will they be opposed although he wanted to talk about the future, he did not want
to the leasing of this instrumentality but— to talk about the future of South Australia; he did not want to
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: talk about the future of my children and grandchildren or the
Mr HILL: No, they get delivered to us. We do not needchndren and grandchildren of all the other people in Soth
trench coats. But over the next year or so the people will b&ustralia. He wanted to talk about the future of members in
horrified by the behaviour of the Government in getting thishere. That is the problem with this place. The mostimportant
lease in place. To give members opposite an indication of th&ling to many members in this place and a reason why a lot
kind of pressure they are going to be under, | would like tcof decisions are made |n.th|s place is because of what might
read from a letter that was sent to me in February 1998; happen at the next election.
have been sitting on it for a while, waiting for an appropriate  |f we are going to talk about the future, let us talk about
moment. This is a letter to the Premier signed by someong€ future of South Australia. Let us talk about the way we
whose name | will not mention but who describes himself agvill provide jobs and the way we will make it a worthwhile
an ex-Liberal voter—very ex! And he wrote to the PremierPlace for our children and grandchildren to live in. In my
about privatisation. The Premier has left, but he would havéotage, | do not want my children living far away. I would
a copy of this in his files. | know this gentlemen. He is alike them to be fairly close, somewhere they could visit me
constituent of mine, and he and | have had many discussior@d | could visit them, and | am sure most other people in our

about politics. community feel the same way. We will not achieve that for
Mr Venning interjecting: anyone unless we get the fundamentals of our economy right.
MrHILL: No, he was a branch secretary of the localVVe cannot spend @he rest of lives fiddling. We must haV(_a an

Liberal Party. In this letter he says: economy which will provide work and the finances to give

Dear Premier us the ability to employ our children and our grandchildren.

Resign, Sir. R'esign now as the Premier as your mandate to rulkhat is what | th|r_1k the future is. | do not think the future has
has been terminated. Your political credibility is beyond repair. Youanything to do with what may or may not happen at the next
must stand up as a man and a political figure and admit that you alection in a few marginal seats. Time will determine that.
YOUYtC?l|e%£IJUB_S hii\r/]e not got aélue asto h?W ItO run this Et?tﬁ- \t(r?}rrespective of who sits in here after the next election, the
must stop blaming the preévious Lovernment, €iseé we couldtake Nigagpe jn South Australia want jobs. They want a future for
back f h and bl Id Tom Playford— . . . .

ack farenoug an, am? po?r 0, om Flaytor L . themselves and their children. That is what the future is.

who, now doubt, is rotating in his grave as this Billis going  The contribution made by the member for Ross Smith was
through the House— very impassioned. | feel greatly for him. | feel greatly for all
You must stand aside now, Sir, and let the people have a Govertthose people in the Labor Party. | do believe that they find
ment that will at least honour some of its electoral commitment. \yhat has happened very difficult to comprehend and very
This is a key bit for members opposite. He states: difficult to understand. But, at the end of the day, Trevor
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Crothers and Terry Cameron have done something which Mr Foley: That would be a problem.

very few people have the guts to do. Normie Foster comesto Mr WILLIAMS: It would be a problem. | continue to
mind, and every now and again there is someone amongst have the argument put to me that the poles and wires business
who is not concerned about what happens at the next electié® a monopoly business to which no risk attaches and we
and who is more concerned about the future and about jotshould therefore keep it. An interjection to that effect was
out there. Members of the Labor Party are always talkingnade a moment ago. We are not losing the poles and wires,
about jobs. These members have given up the beliefs of thairespective of whether we as taxpayers own it or someone
life and what they have worked for during their life becauseelse owns it. Electricity will still be delivered.

of what they see as the more important issue. | feel greatly for Ms Rankine: You don’t know that—

them. They have been ostracised by, as Labor members Mr WILLIAMS: |do know it will be delivered. Electrici-
would put it, their comrades. | do feel greatly for them, butty will still be delivered.

| thank them on behalf of a great many South Australians. On  Members interjecting:

1 July last, | made my contribution in the second reading Mr WILLIAMS: Of course there will be blackouts, and

debate. blackouts already happen. There will be blackouts whether
An honourable member: You haven't got any better it is owned by the State or by some private entity, and it
since. makes no difference whether that private entity is an

Mr WILLIAMS: Probably not. | said that this debate Australian company or a group of Australian people, or
probably would be the most important in which | would be whether offshore capital is involved. The electricity will still
involved and | suggested that that would probably be the cadee delivered to our door.
for many of us. | stand by that. | think it is the mostimportant | support all these amendments and, as | have for almost
debate in which | will ever be involved, and | do not think 12 months, | support the Bill. | think that it will help the
anything so momentous will happen in this place for manyfuture of South Australia, but | do have some concerns about
years. what has happened. | am concerned that the assets will be

The Government, having come into power in 1993 aftedeased, albeit hopefully for a very long term, rather than sold.
the collapse of the State Bank, has been hamstrung; the Statkere is talk that it could incur the State a penalty of some-
has been hamstrung and we are all suffering, everyone iming like 10 per cent. If that is the case, that could equate to
South Australia is suffering. This is but one way we can,something like half a billion dollars, and members opposite
hopefully, overcome some of the problems. | accepted lasthould contemplate that.

July—and | still accept—that the Government had identified An honourable member: Move an amendment then.

that there is a great risk to the State with the taxpayers of Mr WILLIAMS: ‘Move an amendment then, was the
South Australia continuing to own these assets. | do not thinknterjection from the other side. It is pointless for me to move
that we should be responsible for continuing to hold that riskan amendment but, if the honourable member moves an
We saw what happened with the State Bank and we do knowmendment and supports it, it will get through. Members
as those two members in the other place have determinedpposite should contemplate what they forced on to the
that there is a considerable risk to the taxpayers of Southeople of South Australia, namely, a discount which could be
Australia. as high as $500 million. In closing, there are a few further

There is the debt, and that is the more compelling reasoamendments to the amendments that have come back from
to do what we are hopefully completing here today. The dehthe other place, which | believe will be successful in this
is what has made life so difficult for so many South Aus-place; and | hope that when the Bill is returned to the other
tralians. The debt is what is forcing our children and grandplace they will be carried and make this a better piece of
children interstate for jobs, as a result of which they will notlegislation than it is at the moment. We will get on to those
be close to those of us who want to have them around us ishortly.
our old age. In the last 12 months when it has seemed that we In his contribution the member for Elder suggested that
might be getting somewhere with this, there has been this was a dog’s dinner: that is also incorrect. What we have
change in the mind-set of South Australians, and there hasad in South Australia for some time is a dog’s breakfast.
been a great hope. | know that there is a great divisiol€oming at the beginning of the day through this measure we
between those in our State who retain an emotional attacimay be able to clean that up and get on with a new day and
ment to these assets and believe they should not be sold aadhew future.
those who believe that, if we can overcome the debt and if we Ms KEY: My contribution not only reflects my position
can throw off the shackles, if we can move onwards from thend the position of the Labor Party but also that which | have
disasters of the 1980s, there is some hope for us in the futurascertained from the electorate. Like most South Australians,
That is what this is about. That is the future, and | remind the do not believe that our electricity assets should be put into
member for Kaurna of that. That is what we should bethe hands of private overseas people—we should own our
looking at. power supply. The way in which this leasing will take place

The member for Elder again made an impassioned speechan absolute disgrace.
and, as always, it was interspersed with humour. | commend This is a rotten position for South Australia to be in for
him for his contribution. | always enjoy listening to his two main reasons. First, it is the Government’s responsibility
contributions, but | would like to correct him because, quiteto provide infrastructure in this State and power generation
a few times, the member for Elder said that we are losing ouand support to both individual householders and industry. It
biggest asset, our biggest business. We are not losing oig part of our responsibility and it should be part of the
biggest asset or our biggest business; we are privatising itesponsibility that the State Government takes up. | also
We are taking it out of the public sector and putting it into thebelieve that the deals that have been put before us are not
p3rivate sector. We are not losing it. To lose it, someongood for South Australia. | cannot see how South Australians
would have to come along and physically remove it. That willwill ultimately benefit, even if it is over 100 years, with the
not happen. He got it wrong. figures | have seen. Being someone who is strongly for the
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public sector (and | make no apologies for that as | believénave this huge bucket of money to spend, and that this State
the State should provide these services and employ peoplewill all of a sudden go forth and conquer the world.
South Australia), | have looked at the arguments put forward This leasing option of ETSA and Optima assets is not the
by the other side. panacea for this State’s financial problems. As my colleague
I have also looked at the arguments put in the other placthe member for MacKillop said, | too want jobs for our kids;
and the arguments put together by the Independents amhdoo want a future for this State; but | believe that we need
people from other Parties and | am still not convinced that théo be able to manage the expenditure of this State properly
program we are about to debate with regard to the amen@nd not rely on the sale of our most strategic assets to plug
ments is in the best interests of South Australians. Itis not ithe black holes of this Government’s own making. This is a
our financial best interests, and | do not believe that in thead day but, as | said before, this decision is now out of my
long run it will be in the best interests of the people whocontrol, so | will be doing everything | can to salvage
come after us. We are being asked to make decisions favhatever | can for the people of South Australia, because |
Parliaments six or seven elections away. People over the nex¢lieve they deserve a better deal than this.
100 years will look back to today and criticise the Govern-  Mr HANNA: |rise to debate the first set of amendments
ment for what it has done. of the Legislative Council in relation to the legislation to sell

A lot of comment has been made about members irlease ETSA. | will be brief for two reasons. First, | debated
another place. Like many of the trade union officials on thidast year the principles concerned, and | stand by my
side, | have worked with both of them, and in the case of Mreasoning and the views | expressed then. Secondly, my
Crothers in particular 1 am deeply disappointed in hiscolleagues and, to an extent, the members on the crossbench-
decision. | have also worked with the other former tradees have amply and passionately expressed this evening many
union official and, although | do not know him as well as Mr of the reasons | would wish to put forward again.
Crothers, | am also disappointed in the grandstanding position The proposal to lease or sell ETSA is not about debt
he has taken. It is not in the best interests of Soutlmeduction. Itis a gross, cynical exercise to get more money
Australians. Those members have broken their pledge to thieto the Government's coffers to give the Liberal Government
Labor Party and they should be condemned for so doing. a lifeline at the next election. The Liberal Government wants

I do not want to talk about personalities as we have to looknoney to spend, not money to save and retire debt. It does
forward to the future. The member for Kaurna is quitenot have a policy or a set of policies; and it has no discernible
correct. My opposition and certainly the opposition | haveideology apart from driving inexorably towards smaller
heard from our side of the Chamber is to do with the fact thagovernment, government with fewer assets, less income and
this is a rotten deal and not in the best interests of Soutless spending. However, that ideology, that policy (if you can
Australians. call it a policy), ignores the plight of the majority of South

Mrs MAYWALD: History will judge this day through the Australians, who rely on State Government and other levels
outcome of the next election. The people of South Australiaf government to have a decent standard of living.
will have their opportunity to judge this Governmentnotonly  This proposal to sell or lease ETSA is certainly not about
on the events leading up to today but also on what thiseducing electricity prices. If the Government was serious
Government will be able to deliver as a result of this decisionabout that, it would be looking closely at approving and
which will be made by a majority of members in this supporting a Riverlink concept or some other means of
Chamber tonight. significantly increasing the supply of electricity in South

I reluctantly accept that this decision is now out of my Australia so that prices would drop. Any potential entity that
hands, so | will be working very hard to ensure that | canmight lease or buy the ETSA assets has already factored into
salvage the best possible deal for South Australians. | wouldccount the cynicism of this Government and the likelihood
like also to put on the record that | am very disappointed irthat, as soon as it has the money in the bank, it will proceed
what this Government has put the people of South Australito take the necessary steps to reduce electricity prices in
through over the last 12 months. It has used every dirty tactiSouth Australia because it knows that it has big business on
possible to bludgeon South Australians into submission oits back screaming for it to do that.
this issue. It has used the ETSA tax threat and the $1 billion They will seek to do that whether or not whoever leases
bribe, and | believe that this is unconscionable. or buys ETSA will be hurt by it. This debate is about

The people of South Australia voted this Government intantegrity. Every member of this place is aware of the
this House at the last election based on the principle thatomplaints that people make about politicians and their lack
before the election, it maintained that it would not sell theof integrity. This Bill ispar excellencan example of the lack
electricity assets. | will not comment on whether or not thatof integrity of our leading Government politicians.
was the right position or the right decision for it to take  The fact is that before the last election the Premier, John
before the election. However, from my assessment of the dat@lsen, clearly stated that ETSA would not be sold. He has
that has been provided since, the scoping studies that hatseoken that promise. The member for Chaffey made the point
been done and the position that has been presented to mehat at the next election the people would have the chance to
believe that this State will be no better off as a result of thgudge this Government on whether this decision has been
deal that is being done here today. accepted, whether it was the right or wrong decision in the

The people of South Australia will be sorely disappointedeyes of the people. The fact is that the people should have
when we do not have $2 million a day to start spending on albbeen given that right at the last election. If they had voted for
sorts of other things. The people of South Australia will bea Government which said, ‘We're going to get rid of
very disappointed when we still have a debt come next budg&TSA—that is, get rid of our income stream in return for
time. We may have a reduced debt but we will still have agetting money into the bank to spend on goodies to entice the
debt. The expectation in the electorate is that, if we selVoters at the next election—it would have been a different
ETSA, we are going into the next millennium debt free. Whatstory and we could not have made the same objections which
rubbish! The expectation in the electorate is also that we willve can validly make about the Government'’s integrity.
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The word ‘mandate’ has been popular in recent politicaktand by their commitment to introduce some slight, in-
debate. What about the Government's mandate? Not only dicteased accountability into the whole process. Apparently,
it have no mandate to introduce a proposal to sell or leasthat is all that the Labor Party can salvage from the deal
ETSA given the Premier’s statements before the last electiomvhich we so strongly oppose not only on the basis of the
the fact is that the people of South Australia gave a manda®overnment’s lack of integrity but on the merits of the deal,
to a majority of members of the Legislative Council to keepbecause in the long term it will not be financially beneficial
the Liberal Government honest. With eight Labor members$o South Australia.
and three Democrat members (and others), the people of Ms RANKINE: Tonight we have heard some very
South Australia put in place a mechanism by means of whicBloquent and passionate addresses about this issue. | am sure
they validly expected in their collective wisdom to block anythat all my colleagues on this side of the House feel very
false moves by this Liberal Government, any moves whichmuch like | do: that we stand here tonight with very heavy
contradicted the policies with which this Government caméhearts. Like all South Australians, we feel a very strong sense
into office. of betrayal. We feel that we have been betrayed by our

Unfortunately, two of the Labor members have betrayedsovernment. We are mourning the loss of our most valuable
the pledge that they made to Labor and the people of Soutlisset, and those of us on this side feel the burden of the
Australia. They betrayed the policies with which they agreedreachery of two former Labor members. Prior to the last
on every step of the way until they got to this point. | wantelection, | went to the people in my electorate and spelt out
to elaborate on this point because it is of historic significancevery clearly what was our policy: no sale, no lease. We were
We have a pledge because members on this side of the Houdear about that. We have stood by our commitment to the
represent many people who do not have much power unleggople of South Australia: this Government has not.
they gain it through solidarity. Members on the other side Itis quite clear that the people of this State want to retain
have ample resources on their side—they always do and theyvnership of their power utility. | consider it a fundamental
always have. At every election they have money pouring intdreach of faith by this Government to renege on the undertak-
their Liberal Party coffers, and we do not. ing that it also gave before the last election. We have heard

Even at the neighbourhood level, if | want to hold atonight about the New South Wales State election where the
fundraiser | might have a quiz night which costs $10 to geLiberals in that State at least had the courage to go to the
in with a $5 concession. A Liberal Party function would costpeople and say, ‘We intend to sell your power utility.” They
$200 a head, and it would get a lot of people along. That isffered a cash bonus or some shares, but still the people of
typical in terms of the difference in fundraising between thisNew South Wales very clearly said ‘No’, and at the next State
side of the House and the other side. Often, members on thidection so will the people of South Australia. That is why
side of the House have not had the opportunities in life thathis Premier never had the courage to do it last time.
members on the other side have had. So, unless membersWe hear arguments all the time about risk, that it is too
come in here with an absolute commitment to stand up forisky for the Government, for the people of South Australia,
their principles and the electors who have put them in herdp be involved in the power industry. Risky? Where is the
there can be gross betrayal and a perpetuation of the inequalisk? What enterprise will forgo the $4 billion to $7 billion
ty between that side and this side, between the rich and tHfer something that will lose them money, that is risky? It is
middle-class and working-class people of this State. an absolute nonsense. Who will pay $4 billion for something

Unfortunately, when a pledge is broken, as it has been bthat will not provide a guaranteed income stream? Members
Crothers and Cameron, they are letting down not only thepposite must think that industries are complete mugs. All of
people who voted for the Labor Party but also the people whthe risk will be borne by the people of this State, just like we
voted for the Liberal Party, who put them into Governmenthave seen them bear the risk of the privatisation of our water.
with a safeguard in the Legislative Council in terms of LaborWhat will happen, as we have seen with our water, is that
and Democrat numbers. things will break down and the Government will say, ‘Do not

Finally, | refer to accountability. From where | stand at theblame us; we are not running it The Government was not
moment, it looks as though the ETSA lease proposal will beesponsible for Bolivar. Something goes wrong with our
passed tonight. But there is a lot we can do to improve th@ospitals; the Government wants to privatise our hospitals.
accountability of the deal that the Government wants to pult says ‘Don’t blame us.’ The Government will be saying to
into place. To have the Auditor-General report on the leasthe people of South Australia, when they have been left in the
itself is a start. It is not much, but it is a start. Ideally, thedark, ‘Don’t blame us’; when we are like the people of
lease agreement would come back to this Parliament, or akuckland, spending three weeks without power.
independent inspection and audit of the lease and a cost- Members interjecting:
benefit analysis of the entire proposal would come back to Ms RANKINE: They did not think it was funny.
this Parliament, before we made a final decision. That may Members interjecting:
make it difficult to sell. Well, it does not matter ifit does, so  Ms RANKINE: They did not think it was funny when
long as the people of South Australia know they are gettinghey were trading on the streets for three weeks. They did not
a good deal. The Government is more interested in gettinthink it was funny.
that money in the bank—even if the members of the cross- Members interjecting:
benches stand by their commitment to have the proceeds of Ms RANKINE: Were they trading on the streets for three
the lease, as far as the State Government is concernadeeks? Yes, they were.
committed to paying off debt instead of a slush fund to spend Members interjecting:
on electoral enticement. Ms RANKINE: Yes, the traders were on the streets for

The fact is that the Government will have less debtthree weeks with no power.
repayment, so they will have extra spending money, anyway. The Hon. J.W. Olsen:And you are wrong.

That is what members opposite really want to get their hands Ms RANKINE: No, | am not wrong.
on. | can only encourage the members of the crossbenches to Members interjecting:
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Ms RANKINE: No, | am not wrong. Here is the bootlace. | have had people in the union movement describe
Premier’'s $100 million black hole. How did he get that? | him to me as a scab in waiting—47 years a scab in waiting.
wonder. Perhaps it was the $30 million spent on the HindWhether or not this is true, Trevor Crothers has betrayed his
marsh Soccer Stadium, for how many games? For sevamion comrades, he betrayed his Labor colleagues, he
games. What is the average attendance? Approximately 4 5@@trayed ETSA workers and, most of all, he has betrayed
people. We then have the money paid to the consultants fumself. He has to live with his actions but, sadly, so do we,

secure the soccer matches. so does the South Australian community and so do ETSA
An honourable member interjecting: workers. This process has been one of deceit and lies. They
Ms RANKINE: No, Kevin did not write it. We had the will unravel. There is much more to come.

$87 million blow-out for Motorola; $50 million for consul- Mr Venning interjecting:

tants, and the list goes on. This Government has put forward Ms RANKINE: Noit's not. | agree with the member for

a range of positions about why it has to sell ETSA. Firstopagey The South Australian community deserved a better

trr:ere ‘VVV\;J‘S no (sja:]e; then, vae havcr-:; to r_edluce hhe ﬁtat:e ,‘_jebgeal. It also deserved a better Government. Our position has
then, ‘We need the money for our hospitals and schools’; an een, is and will remain: no sale, no lease.

then, ‘We have to pay for ETSA infrastructure.” Then the } .

Government started with the threats. ‘We will have a mini_, MS THOMPSON. | also Tise to record how Sa(,j | am

budget, that will frighten them,” thinks the Government. Then@20Ut the passing into foreign hands of the State's largest
' : : : Chi sset. It is not just a matter of this asset passing into private

ands but a vote of no confidence in the people of South
Australia. It is saying to people of South Australia, “You
ideological bent of this Government. It is about providing €aNNOt run your biggest asset. You cannot demand accounta-
profits for Government mates. It is a major con. We will bePility in relation to the running of your biggest asset, and you
losing a major income stream. We will be losing our biggesfjon t deserve to be shareholders in any asset.’ Those people
asset and we will never get it back. The burden that thdvho battle from day to day and have no prospect whatever of

people of this State face is not the burden of debt: it is th&WNing & brewery share, a BHP share or any other sort of
financial mismanagement of this Government. Share were at least able to feel that they had a stake in the

I will return briefly to my mention of our Labor col- ownership of the State’s largest enterprise—ETSA. They

leagues. First, let me reiterate what other speakers have saltpive been deprived of their state of ownership in a range of

We were not surprised with what the Hon. Mr Cameron digNational companies also, and gradually they have become
beople whose commitment and stake in our State is dimin-

and why was that? Because it just simply was not out of’ ) .
charathr. When | look back Witl{ sadnesgyon his role as olghed: They do notfeel the pride of ownership. Rather,, they
Party secretary, history wiI’I show that h,e was the most€€l that nobody cares much about them and that they are on

disruptive and divisive State secretary our Party has ever hal¢ Margins because they have to sell their labour if they

His focus was never about what was best for our Party anB°SSiPly can to enable them to live in a decent way.
the people we represent: it was always about himself. Not Many of them are not able to sell that labour. Losing a
surprisingly, he has again put himself first. Doesn't that havétake in the ownership of the State’'s largest business
a familiar ring? Perhaps that is where he got the name for hidiminishes them, and they know it. They also know that at
new political Party. The slogan: putting people beforeleast at present they are able to come to their local member
politics—talk about an oxymoron! If he does that it will be of Parliament when they are battling with ETSA and not
an historic event. It will be the first time the Hon. Terry getting anywhere to get their meter checked. | have recently
Cameron has ever put anyone in front of himself. Why wouldoeen able to get a refund on a bill for someone who had not
anyone, how could anyone, believe anything this man sayspjalmed an e_ntltlement to a reduction on their power bill
How could anyone believe any commitment he makes. Lookhen their wife was dependent on oxygen. They did not
at how he honoured his commitment to those who hadnow that. We sorted it out, and they got a refund through the
supported him for years, on whose backs he rode’ thoé@inister. This will no Ionger be an option to them. They WI"
people who supported him as a Labor candidate. Let me ju§iot be able to come to their local MP to get their bills
warn people: take care, take care before you put your trust ifgviewed. They have already found it difficult to negotiate
Terry Cameron. with a corporatised ETSA to arrange the time payment of
It was with great sadness that | witnessed the Honbills, a practice which is frequently required.
Mr Crothers cross the floor last Thursday. This, very sadly, They are not able to go to Woolworth’s to organise time
was the death rattle of a muddled old man lamenting misseplayment of their grocery bill. However, at least ETSA has
opportunities, goals left unachieved and glories lost. Insteadielped them to manage their budget and iron out some of the
he succumbed to the trappings of office. He languishegeaks and troughs. They cannot expect that from some distant
comfortably in the Upper House, he languished in anonymitymultinational that really is not intent on providing a service
he languished in unaccountability, and he wallowed into the people of South Australia but is only intent on making
inactivity. Now we have him seeking a spot in the limelight. a profit. In this time of frequent changes in technology, we
Already this sad old man is simply tomorrow’s fish and chipalso do not know what it is that we are giving away. We are
wrapping. What he has achieved is a couple of days under thet really informed about what is going to be the most
glare of television cameras and that is all. He has beewmaluable part of our asset, where developments in technology
dudded. Those who conned him have already dudded him. Heill take us and, if there is any break-up in the sale of the
sold out, he let down the community of South Australia, anccomponents of ETSA after the sale or lease, we are not sure
his legacy is one that no-one on this side of the House woulthat we will be able to get the best price for each component.
want or ever aspire to. We are doing nothing to reduce the price of electricity to
Mr Crothers has been described as a great unionist. WeBouth Australian consumers, whether they be household or
let me just tell the Committee this: this man is not a unionist'sndustrial consumers.

This is not about debt reduction. This proposal is about th
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This is the second most saddening thing for me. Industry Ms THOMPSON: —probably—and power for the life
development here requires a reduction in the price ofupportequipmentthatisimportantto the many people who
electricity. There is nothing about this lease that indicates thahese days manage various disabilities in their home and
this will happen. We are faced here with generating electricityequire a secure power supply for survival? | do not want to
from a pretty poor resource in Leigh Creek brown coal.address the circumstances that have led us to where we are
Fortunately, we also have a gas supply—although it igonight: they are very sad, and | believe that they do not
limited. We are in a nation with the ability to generate cheapleserve as much attention as they have received, really.
electricity through hydro, cheaper coal and who knows whaUnfortunately, attention was what some people were seeking,
other technologies will exist in the future. We are cuttingbut attention is not what they will get from me.
ourselves off from that. Our ambition should have been to
provide cheaper electricity to enable industrial development, All that remains now is for members on this side to seek,
but a couple of large users in my electorate will not benefithrough the processes of the Committee, to at least ensure that
from the sale of ETSA. the people of South Australia get the absolute maximum

It has been some time since we heard any talk about theturn for their asset. They should not be losing it but, if they
intrinsic value of the sale of ETSA. The focus has been orare to lose it, | will do everything | can to ensure that they get
paying off debt. What is happening there? Are we reallythe best possible price for it and that they are able to move on
going to see a significant change to the debt and the intereanhd call the Premier to account for the delivery of the
payments on the debt through the sale of ETSA? We can talkmnanza of gifts that he has promised. We have had to sit here
all sorts of opinions on that offered by a range of experts, butlay after day listening to the cargo cult promises that were
| choose to believe my former economics lecturer, Emeritusnade by members opposite. They will be noted regularly.
Professor Richard Blandy, whose opinion is that the budgefhe electorate will be reminded regularly and, regularly,
will benefit to the tune of $50 million to $60 million per unfortunately, | am confident that the electorate will not see
annum for quite a short period. As my colleague the membethe cargo cult delivered, because there is no means of doing
for Mitchell points out, that is the maximum. It is important so. The debt will not be reduced sufficiently to enable the
to have that extra $50 million or $60 million available—therebenefits to proceed, and in its place we will have lost a long-
is much we can do with it—but it is not the $200 million that term asset, one that can guide and direct the future develop-
has been talked about by members opposite, and it is a vergent of our State and one that is important to, it seems, just
shaky $50 million to $60 million. It has to be set against allabout every South Australian but a few members opposite.
the negatives of losing our greatest asset. With these sad remarks, | conclude my comments and

The people of South Australia also have to face theepeatthat | am totally opposed to the sale or lease of ETSA,
prospect of paying for ETSA twice. They have also paid forbut | see that it is inevitable, unless a bolt of lightning comes
it once through their electricity bills over many years anddown any minute. So, | will struggle to ensure that the best
through taxation. The people who buy or lease ETSA willdeal possible is gained for the people of this State and also for
have to get a return on their investment, and they will get thathe workers of ETSA.
return from the prices they charge for electricity. The people Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | rise today in the shadow of a
of South Australia once again are going to have to pay for théormer Liberal Premier, Mr Tom Playford, and the current
asset that they currently own, and | see no way of escapinigiled used car salesman, who could not sell a used car to an
that basic fact. Arab sheikh. We have a Premier today who has failed real

How anyone can think that there will be anything but South Australians. The real villains in this sale are not those
increases in our power charges, | do not know. As well apathetic members in the Upper House but members opposite
problems in relation to the environment and technologyand the current Premier of South Australia. He is the real
development | want to emphasise the accountability issue Mandal; he is the real traitor to ordinary South Australians.
cannot emphasise that enough. We have not demonstrated aAt the last election, every South Australian went to the
track record in writing effective contracts when we havepolls voting for a political Party that would not privatise
leased out or sold off other assets. Modbury Hospital showEBTSA. Regardless of whether they voted for Liberal, Labor,
how bad we can be at writing contracts to have our assets rubemocrats, One Nation or any other Party one can think of,
by someone else. The water example shows how bad we caot one of those political Parties advocated the sale of ETSA.
be in enforcing the delivery of the contract that we thoughtAt the last election this Premier and this Government
we had written. Other States—notably Western Australia—promised that we were back in the black, that the budget was
are actively examining at the moment how they can mostine, we were out of the hole, we had lifted the burden of debt
effectively ensure accountability in the process of contractingnd that we did not need to sell ETSA. Then he comes back
out. But | have not heard one word from members oppositinto this House and says, ‘I have just realised this huge risk
about this. We have been talking a little about the probitywith the generators and this huge risk with ETSA. If we don’t
procedures in the lease/sale process but we have heagdll ETSA immediately, we’'ll be putting the people of South
nothing about how we are to ensure that, in five, 10, 15 or 2@wustralia at the same risk as they experienced with the State
years’ time, let alone 97 years’ time, the people of SouttBank. It would be irresponsible of me to keep ETSA in South
Australia will have the electricity supply that they deserveAustralian hands. | must sell ETSA as fast as | can.” Of
given to them. What will happen if the lights go out at course, being the pathetic used car salesman that he is, he
Football Park, as they did at Waverley? Besides the fact thatould not sell ETSA. He failed in that regard and he has
there will be a slight riot, and the Liberals will certainly lose failed as a Premier.
the next election, how can we penalise those who have failed The only person he can convince with his used car sales
to provide at least the service of lights for our footballtactics is Trevor Crothers. Well, what a victory! You have
matches, let alone lights for our domestic consumptiongconvinced Trevor Crothers and Terry Cameron to lease, not
power for our industry— sell—second best option for you. The worst thing about it is

Mr Foley interjecting: that this Premier is prepared to sell South Australians short.
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He is not prepared to put all the revenue from the ETSA leasany proof, Mr Chairman—hamstringing ETSA from getting
towards debt reduction. We have always heard a lot frongood contracts and stopping it from being able to compete
members opposite about debt reduction; that we have to gptoperly. We had the Treasurer saying, ‘We’ll send out the
that monkey off our back; and, as soon as we get rid of th&®ann power bill with Mike Rann’s picture on it’ The
debt, we are fine. But what is the first thing he does? The firstreasurer says, ‘I have total control over what ETSA does.’
thing the Premier does is offer nearly a 10 per cent discourtiowever, in relation to tenders for contracts, the Treasurer
to anyone prepared to lease ETSA over four leases each sdlys, ‘I have no say. | have no influence on the board. | can’t
24 years. He is prepared to sacrifice $600 million simplydo anything to the board.” However, when it comes to
through his sleazy used car salesman deal to lease ETS¥esigning a power bill that is sent to every household, the
because he does not have the guts to do the right thing bBreasurer says that he has total control.
South Australians. You hypocrites! You have misled South Australia, you
Then, to make matters worse, he wants to have a sludive misled us and now you are leading South Australia
fund. He has convinced members in another place about htfown a path that you will regret at the next election. The
slush fund, but we in this House will not be fooled. You beauty of this deal is that it entrenches the current Premier as
cannot pull the wool over our eyes, Premier. We know whyLeader of the Liberal Party. Well, congratulations, the
you want to use this slush fund. If you were serious abouimembers for Schubert and Unley: you have guaranteed your
reducing debt in this State and if you were committed to whaboy another two years in the job, but you have also guaran-
you said you wanted to do after you announced your lease ¢eed us victory at the next election, because the people of
sale of ETSA, you would put every single dollar generatedSouth Australia have your measure. The most you can get is
from this lease (which is the same as a sale but at a cheapaiout 50 per cent two-PP if you are lucky, because our base
price) onto debt. You do not have the courage to do thais coming up. The people of South Australia do not like you,
because you have to buy off backbenchers for the pain yaihey do not like your sleazy deals and they do not trust you.
have inflicted on them over the past 18 months of your Mr MEIER: Irise on a point of order, Sir: the personal
premiership, following an election you should have won butpronoun ‘you’ is out of order. The honourable member has
nearly lost. This Government went to the 1997 election withbeen here long enough to know that.
36 seats and returned with 23. You are a pathetic Premier; The CHAIRMAN: | uphold the point of order.
you are the loser of the century. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: In conclusion, | oppose the sale,
This does one good thing for us; it guarantees youtease, whatever you want to call it, of ETSA. | am sure there
premiership until the next election and you, my friend, areare Liberals in your Party who oppose it as well. Tom
worth 5 per cent to me, and | do not want you to go any-Playford looks down upon you in disgust for what you are
where. You are doing a great job for me from just where yowoing to his vision for this State. In his maiden speech the
are. The people of South Australia have your measure; thapember for Playford talked about how Tom Playford would
know exactly what you are worth. be disgusted with the way the Liberals are behaving today,
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  Mr Acting Chairman, | rise  and | remember the member for Schubert nodding his head,
on a point of order. The honourable member is personallgaying, ‘Mm; that’s probably right” Some members opposite
abusing the Premier, pointing to him and using his name ankinow that their own constituency do not agree with this sale;
it is appropriate that he address his remarks through th@0 per cent of South Australians support us on this, and you
Chair. know it. While you think this is a win, the win you have now
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Venning): ladvisethe is the same win you had when you outsourced our water
honourable member that there is a point of order and ask himesources. You will get a small blip, but then prices will go
to tone down his remarks. up, people will realise what you have done to them, and at the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | will not tone it down, Sir. next election you will reap the whirlwind. Ye will reap what
There is nothing in Standing Orders with respect to myye have sown. To the members who sit here with silly looks
showing my rage about an inept lease to an inept Premi@f contentment on their faces for the victory they have won
who broke his promise at the last election. | made a promiskere tonight, | simply say: you will reap the whirlwind at the
at the last election, when | sent out a letter to every one of myext election.
potential constituents saying, ‘If elected, | will oppose the Ms BEDFORD: Our debate tonight is part of democracy,
sale or lease of ETSA. This Premier did the same. He novand democracy is a vital and vibrant process. It lives, and not
comes into this place with his used car salesman smil@nly once every four years. It can be part of each person’s
saying, ‘We need to sell ETSA. Well, | do not buy it. I do daily life, should we choose to make it so. That so few people
not accept it. You, John, have failed everyone in Soutttonsider this place relevant enough to follow what happens
Australia. here more closely is part of the reason why we are facing the
Members interjecting: lease of ETSA. | will mention one of the factors that have
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Sorry, Mr Chairman, | thought played a part in the lead-up to what we face tonight. When we
it was a point of order by the member for Unley for calling in the ALP speak of ‘the pledge’ we speak of a process that

the Premier ‘John’. | apologise for calling you ‘John’. is part of democracy and part of the fabric of the Australian
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: way of life. It is what we mean when we say that a man or
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Someone has rattled his chain. woman is as good as their word.
Mr Clarke: Hang on, the bear is awake. It is this promise that makes the ALP strong and united in

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The bear is awake. The worst purpose. This process sees us debate in a democratic way the
thing about this sleazy deal that the Premier has concocteablicies that make our platform or goals. Once a decision is
with members of the Upper House is that it sells Soutlreached, and those decisions are reached by the rule of a
Australians short. This Premier has gone around the countmajority of votes, then we have a real mandate to pursue
downgrading ETSA, saying that it is unprofitable, a hugethose policies, in much the same way as Governments often
risk, talking it down and probably—although | do not havetalk about a mandate when they are elected. Our mandate,
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however, is open and there for all to see. For, once thescognise those qualities, and | think Sir Thomas Playford,
platform and policies are set, then we in the ALP usuallywhose portrait is here amongst us this evening, would be
work to pursue these policies and keep those promises. Theasting a very sad look down upon the benches opposite. |
is why people vote for us, and that is why tonight they haveaeiterate that this Government has been prepared to compro-
no respect for those who do not keep their word. mise everything because it has placed the best interests of the
This is not the first time we have faced this sort of debateState secondary to the personal political interests of the
and tonight's debate is about the virtues of privatisationPremier and that generations of South Australians will be
Public ownership or control of assets does not have to megmaying for this very costly and grubby exercise.
incompetence or poor performance; those days have long Ms BREUER: Next week, | have to go back and face the
passed. Privatisation is being used by this Government tpeople in my electorate.
transfer debt from one column to another on the State’s The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
balance sheet. Figures can be manipulated in many ways; Ms BREUER: And | will not be there, thank goodness.
however, one thing is clear: there is little gain, if indeed any]) have to face the people in my electorate and say to them that
in relinquishing our income stream from ETSA. In fact, we ETSA is not ours for the next 99 years. | am sure that they
risk a real loss—and for what? We have not seen savings onill be pleased to hear that after 99 years we may be able to
water and we will not see them on power. This Governmenget it back.
does not have a good track record with leases. Scrutiny of What does it mean to people in regional South Australia
leases does not happen before the event, so it is difficult tid we get rid of ETSA? As the only country Labor member
see whether gains will be made. And we certainly have nain this House, I find that a lot of what happens here is totally
seen gains at the Modbury Hospital, for we are still payingrrelevant to the people in my electorate—and indeed to most
off the redundancies and are nowhere near in front from thgieople in country South Australia. | notice that the member
exercise. for Stuart has woken up: he has been asleep most of the
Part of the reason why we have seen five out of six Liberalime—apart from when he is chewing his cud. | should have
Government budgets add to the State debt relates in no sm#tlought the member for Stuart would speak tonight about the
way to the savage cuts to the Public Service. | am told thabenefits to the people in his electorate as a result of the lease
some 12 000 public service jobs have been lost in thief ETSA. However, he probably cannot think of any ben-
Government’s time. Financial strategy is different fromefits—as indeed | cannot think of any.
economic or employment strategy, and we desperately need What will it mean to the people in regional South
some sort of focused social strategy to reinvigorate this Statéustralia? Probably absolutely nothing. Will we get extra
Public investment is part of the growth that will put this Statemoney for our schools and hospitals in country South
back on track. The Liberal Government has overspent in alustralia? No, we will not. We have to struggle to get every
but one budget. The lease of ETSA is part of the smokeent we can in country South Australia. Will it decrease the
screen to cover up mismanagement. Unfortunately, this leasatio of patients to doctors in regional South Australia? Our
will not be the panacea we have been promised. GPs work with thousands of patients, not 300 or 400 patients
Mr SNELLING: What saddens me about this entireas they do in Adelaide. Will it decrease that ratio? No, it will
debate is that it has become an issue not of what is best fonake absolutely no difference. Will it attract professionals
this State but of either victory or loss for the Premier. As ao our areas? No, it will not do so: it will make absolutely no
result, the Government has had to compromise to such atifference to our areas in attracting people there. Will it
extent as to considerably compromise the possible sale oeduce employment in our areas—
lease value of the ETSA assets. The Government is attempt- The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
ing to capitalise a potential income stream over many years, Ms BREUER: The Minister for Employment has just
and it may argue that by doing so it is able to pay off a certairspoken up. What will it do for unemployment in our areas?
amount of debt as to make such an exercise worthwhile. Sé\bsolutely nothing. In fact, it will probably increase unem-
over many generations we forgo an income stream in returployment in our areas because of a further reduction in the
for paying off a large slab of the State’s debt. work force. We know that whoever takes over ETSA will
But because the Government has become so desperatentant to make more money. We know it has been reduced to
achieve this sale, because this has become an issue notrotk bottom levels now, but they will still reduce the work
what is best for the State but of what can save the Premierferce even further—and one or two jobs in a country town is
leadership, such issues have been set aside and the Goveairiet to that community. One or two jobs do not make a lot
ment has become absolutely compromised, completelgf difference in Adelaide, but it makes a lot of difference in
willing to take whatever price and to make whatever comproa small country town.
mises are necessary in order to save the Premier’s leadership. Will we get better service as a result of the lease of ETSA?
What saddens me is that it will be my children and myNo, because it is absolutely rock bottom now. If members
children’s children who will be paying for this. It is a shabby, talk to any person at a country ETSA depot, they will tell you
nasty political deal with no intent. The interests of Souththat maintenance is down, their service is down, they have
Australians have been cast aside totally in favour of thdost staff, their equipment is outdated and nothing works. Will
personal political interests of the Premier. That is whathat improve? No, these people will not spend more money
saddens me this evening. on this. | ask the Premier: will Whyalla get its power station?
In my maiden speech | made the comment about how thBo, we will not get our power station. It will make no
former Premier after whom | am honoured to have mydifference because Whyalla is in the seat of Giles, which is
electorate named would be casting a very sad look down opretty much a safe Labor seat and we do not count. We were
the benches opposite. | am the first to recognise the qualitiest even considered in the initial discussions about the power
of Premiers and statesmen who come from Parties of station. They were directed to build the station at Pelican
political philosophy with which | do not agree—perhaps toPoint and we did not get a say. Will this make any difference
the surprise of members opposite. But, | am the first tdo us there? No, it will make absolutely no difference to us.
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In fact, what will happen to us in regional South Australiaagree with that, you say your bit. You argue in Caucus. You
is what happened when our water was privatised: oudo not come into this Chamber and cross the floor without
electricity costs will go up. Up in Coober Pedy it will not saying a word in any of those Caucus meetings.
make much difference because their power is provided by the | can confidently look at Labor Party members and talk to
council and it costs them some incredible amount, as it dogseople in my electorate and say, ‘This is my decision. | knew
for water. They pay $5 a kilolitre for water. We were told this when | joined the Labor Party. | may not agree with
when water was privatised that there would be standard watewerything it does but, if it is a Caucus decision, if it is a
prices in South Australia. How many people here would payecision by the majority, | will follow that. | will not cross
$5 a kilolitre for their water? the floor. | am very comfortable with that decision.

What about the slush fund? It has been put to me thatlf | ever crossed the floor, the first thing | would do is resign
would appreciate the $150 million that is to go into the slusifrom the Party and the next thing | would do is resign from
fund because it will go towards the Alice Springs-Darwin Parliament, because that is what it is all about. These people
railway, and surely we want that in Whyalla and regionalwere elected as Labor Party members in the Upper House.
South Australia. We would very much love that, particularly They have now dropped out and they should get out and let
in Whyalla, because we want to sell our steel so that it can bieue Labor Party members get in there.
used to build that railway. Will that make any difference? Of The media is saying that perhaps the Labor Party should
course it will not. be reconsidering its stand on this. There is no way we will

That money will not go to the railway and, even if they putreconsider. We know that and that is what creates solidarity
the whole $150 million on it, that would not build the railway in this Party and keeps us together. | am very comfortable
between Alice Springs and Darwin. It is just a joke! Given theabout my opposition to the sale of ETSA—
quotes for what that railway will cost, it is just a pinprick. It~ Mr Conlon interjecting:
is rubbish. The lease of ETSA will be totally irrelevantto the  The CHAIRMAN: Order!
people of regional South Australia, and | can go back to them Mr Conlon: Never had a past; doesn’t have a future.
and say that it will not make any difference to them except The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Giles has the
that their electricity costs will probably go up. floor.

We on this side of the Committee are totally opposed to Ms BREUER: | look across at so many country members,
the sale or lease of ETSA. | can go back to my electorate angiarticular the Premier. He is a country boy: he comes from
look my electors in the eye and say, ‘Yes, the Governmenthe same stock that | come from. How can he do this? How
got rid of it but we opposed it totally.” As for those former can he go out and face his electors and say to them, ‘Il am
Labor members in the Upper House, a lot of country Labocomfortable with this decision; it will make a lot of difference
members will ask me what happened and whether this ifor us in the bush.’ That is absolute rubbish. | totally oppose
endemic of what is wrong with the Labor Party. They will this lease and | wish some members opposite would get off
want to know whether this is the start and whether we are atheir backsides, think about what they are doing and do the
going to cross the floor. They will ask whether this is whatsame thing.
the Labor Party is all about now, when members are crossing Ms WHITE: The Leader has put Labor’s case quite well,
the floor, but | can still look them straight in the eye and sayas have a number of other speakers, so | will not detain the
‘No, itis not.’ House for long, but | have a couple of comments to make.

What has happened here today has made us all awareBbr Labor, this is a sad day. We mark the passing today of the
what it means to be part of the Labor Party and our totabtate’s largest asset into private hands. It follows another sad
opposition to privatisation in such an area. Those two formeday for Labor. Last Thursday most of my other Labor
Labor members sicken and disgust me. The first one whoolleagues and | witnessed a former comrade take those steps
crossed the floor was seeking attention at the time, and | thinkcross the Legislative Council floor to vote with the Govern-
that he still seeks as much attention as he can possibly getent and to remove himself—
and that is what it is all about. He found out that he was not Mr Scalzi interjecting:
getting enough attention so he pulled in his mate of many Ms WHITE: —uwill the little tinkle be quiet for a
years, sucked him in and convinced him. second?—from our ranks, following in the footsteps of

Last week | felt a bit sorry for Trevor Crothers. | thought, another former Labor colleague. What concerns me most at
‘That poor man. What has happened to him? Why has hthis point, knowing now that Labor has lost the battle and that
crossed the floor? How has he been persuaded to turn hige will get a long-term lease of our electricity assets—
back on his beliefs of a lifetime, his belief in the Labor Partyeffectively a sale, a privatisation—is that we cannot have
and what it stands for? Is he senile? What is going on?’ | felfaith in this Government’s ability to do the best, even within
a bit sorry for him and | nearly went and spoke to him andthe context of a lease, for the people of South Australia. What
said, ‘Trevor, | do not know why you did it and | am really faith can we have in a Government that can mess up so badly
sorry you did.” Thank goodness | did not, because since thea water contract worth a fraction of the cost of this deal, that
| have felt disgusted. can mess up so badly, even on the goals it has set, so few

Last night | went into the other place to watch, and lyears down the track, with the water contract?
listened to the honourable member. | watched him smile Members interjecting:
across the floor, and | watched the other member go across Ms WHITE: Motorola—there are countless examples.
the Chamber and talk and giggle with the Treasurer about thé&/hat faith can we have in a Government which in its last
biggest decision in South Australia’s recent history. Theybudgetincreased outlays by about $450 million yet could not
were laughing about what they were doing, and that totallyeven manage to increase the budget to education and health?
disgusted me. When you join the Labor Party, when yout can blow out its budget to the tune of $450 million on
become a member of Parliament for the Labor Party, yowastage, on blow-outs for the Government radio network
swear allegiance to that Party. You go along to Caucusontract, on consultants’ fees, on publicity and on all the
meetings, you listen to what is being said and, if you do nobther wastage, yet at the same time it cuts back on some of
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the most important public services for South Australiansand one that resulted in a victory of sorts, but one that he and
What faith can we have in this Government? That is myhis Party will have to explain at the next election.
concern. The case for this privatisation has not been proven; A number of issues need to be teased out in all of this.
the Government’s figures are wobbly. Its arguments for th&here are issues concerning the financial impact of cross
need to do this have been all over the place. First, it was tborder leases, the issue of the ‘slush fund’, the issue referred
pay off debt:all the money would be paid off our debt. Thento quite rightly by my colleague the member for Taylor and
it was to provide schools, hospitals and all the rest. It wasilso by my colleague the shadow Minister for Finance in
willing to throw away $1 billion instead of retiring debt. Then another place as the ‘mongrel lease’, the gimmick and the
came the threats—the ETSA tax. trickery about coming back to Parliament to reaffirm it, a
Mr Koutsantonis: Blackmail! decision that potentially could cost up to 10 per cent of the
Ms WHITE: Blackmail, on top of all the taxes that will value, involving many hundreds of millions of dollars. | will
hit us in this current budget. What has not been talked abowtay more about that when the amendments are moved shortly.
much at all is what | think most South Australians care about. In concluding this opening address, | want to say that like
The majority of South Australians want to keep most of ourmany members opposite—not many on this side, because
electricity assets in public hands—not all of them, but mosmost of them were not here at that time—those of my
of them. The one thing that every South Australian iscolleagues who were here would recall vividly, as | do, this
concerned about is the price of electricity, and what willGovernment’s handling of major contracts. First, there was
happen to the price of that most important item under thishe EDS contract and the drama that surrounded the way in
deal? It will increase. That is the real pity about the deal thatvhich that contract was negotiated. Then there was the
this Liberal Government has struck. Modbury Hospital contract. Over the past four years my
Having lost the battle over the sale or lease of ETSAgcolleague the member for Elizabeth has been attempting to
Labor will oppose every single one of the 30 amendmentsleal with the absolute mess that contract has turned out to be.
before us. Having lost that battle, Labor has two things onits | watched closely the handling of one contract in this State
agenda. First, it cannot allow this Government to downgradevhich concerned me the most and which concerns many who
the benefit to the State from the lease by getting away witlare close to this electricity deal at present, and that is, of
its slush fund. All moneys from this sale—and it is effectively course, the outsourcing and privatisation of the management
a sale—must go off the debt. of our State’s water system. Never in this State’s history has
The second thing is the con that this Government is trying contract of such magnitude been let; never in this State’s
to perpetrate. This Government is willing to downgrade thehistory has a contract been so ineptly handled by Govern-
amount of money it gets from this lease by 10 per cent, saynent; no contract in this State’s history has been surrounded
$600 million, in order to perform a political stunt so that atby more controversy; and no other contract in this State’s
the next election—and this is what it is all about—it canhistory has the doubts that surrounded it remaining to this
muddy the waters, instead of ensuring the proper result. Butery day.
if Labor has anything to do with it and any strength atall in ~ This Premier was the Minister who handled that contract,
this matter, there will be one issue at the next electionand he is the Premier in whom we have to have faith to get
members opposite sold our electricity asset; members on thikis contract right. That does not fill me with confidence. |
side opposed it 100 per cent of the way. The people wilbdearly hope that members opposite have learnt from their
judge, and they will judge you harshly. repeated mistakes how to handle the management of a
Mr FOLEY: | will speak briefly. It is my intention to contract.
speak a number of times tonight on some amendments, but Let us not forget what occurred during the dying days of
it is important to follow with a few words in this very that contract. It is always important for purposes of public
important first section where we are consider@mgbloc30  accountability to understand what took place. After 12 to
amendments which the Opposition will oppose. The Premiet8 months of bidding and $7 million or $8 million being
has had a victory of sorts in recent days in this Parliamenspent by each of the three bidders, at the closing of those bids
For that, there is obvious acknowledgment. But it will be forwhat happened? Two bids arrived on time—from memory |
the Premier to explain to the voters of South Australia howthink it was at 5 o’clock on a Friday night. | could be wrong
he has arrived at this vote in the Parliament; how he deceiveolit it was about that time. One bid arrived almost three hours
the people at the last State election; how he has used decdate. That bid was a neat 1 per cent (or thereabouts) cheaper
tion; how he has blackmailed South Australians; how hehan the other two bids.
threatened them with taxes; how he bullied the Parliament as What also occurred during that process? The winning bid
he went about ensuring that his battle was won. was over three hours late, and officers of SA Water could not
It will be our role as an Opposition to ensure that wecontain their excitement: they opened up the other two bids
knock on every door, in every street, in every electorate—band distributed them to tens of people in SA Water who were
it Hartley or wherever—and remind the voters of Southunauthorised to have access to those documents. The winning
Australia exactly where this Liberal Government sat when ibid had not even arrived when that took place. What else
came to the issue of electricity at the last election. But, on theccurred on that shameful night? In the secure room where
way through, with the Premier doing what he could to gethese bids were lodged, the video camera that taped every
results, he has oversold the benefits of ETSA, and for thahovement ran out of tape two hours before the first two bids
there is no denial. The Premier of this State needs to get higere lodged. So, there was no record of what took place
feet on the ground and get some reality back into what thigluring those two hours.
decision means. We have seen the nonsense over the last 12The probity auditor, whose role it is to ensure that proper
months: $2 million a day, 200 new schools, 15 000 child-carg@robity takes place, knocked off and went home at 6 o’clock,
places—all the rhetoric as the Premier has tried to convincand the most senior SA Water project officer who was
the people of South Australia of the necessity to sell ETSAmanaging the process went home for tea and did not come
It was a strategy flawed throughout, right from the beginningback. That is the sorry history—and there is much more that
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I could go into concerning the fears of the other bidders anevell understand this—that had it not been for Norm Foster
what was, without doubt, the most shameful contracting ouéxercising his conscience we would not have Olympic Dam,
experience in which any State Government of South AustralisVestern Mining Corporation, thousands of jobs in the north
has been involved. and royalties flowing into the State of South Australia.

| draw attention to these facts simply to highlight the  What has got the Labor Party upset is this written pledge.
significance of what we are dealing with here. This is aWhen you become a Labor member of Parliament, you sign
Government that has repeatedly demonstrated its inability taway your individual rights. You sign away your rights to
manage major contracts. | hope that the Premier has thepresent your electorate. As a number of people have said,
people with the expertise and skill to negotiate this State’d thought that is what members of Parliament were elected
largest asset sale, because the people of this State simply wilir: to represent the people—not toe the Party line come hell
not forgive him for his deception at the last election. If heor high water, despite one’s personal view.’
gets this horribly wrong, the Liberal Party will have to live ~ On behalf of all South Australians | place on the parlia-
with that for many years and the people of South Australianentary record my recognition of the courage of the two
will live to regret this very distressing period when the members of the Upper House. The member for Norwood,
Liberal Party simply could not be open and honest with thevho hardly ever makes a contribution in this place, can sitin
people when it went to the last State election. somebody else’s seat and interject if she likes. But it must

There is much more to come. The Opposition will opposehave been gut wrenching for those two members to walk
these first 30 amendments and will move to do what it can taway from their Party, from 44 years of service and the union
improve what clearly is a very poor outcome in terms of whatmovement.
has arrived here from another place. We will do what we can How do members opposite think the Hon. Trevor Crothers
to ensure that the slush fund does not survive, that the Liberé&lt when he wrenched away from his Party to make that
Party stunt, gimmick, trickery and deception does not happemove and his so-called 14 steps across the Chamber? Those
Hopefully, out of that we can at least begin to ensure thatwo men put the interests of South Australia and the prospects
proper process is followed and that the Government i®f South Australian families before themselves, their own
accountable so that the people of this State at least getveellbeing and their own families. The diatribe from members
return on the asset that they have built up over 50 years. opposite in this House is an indication of how they are

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: When you do not have sub- treating those two men and their families—and members
stance, content or depth in your rebuttal, you resort tmpposite make no secret of it. How can the very people who
personal abuse. We have seen that from the member ftailk to me about compassion and understanding for others
Peake this evening. In my time here | have not withessed tand in here and vilify those men and walk away from them
listened to a more personal diatribe than from the member faat the lift? How can they interact with those two men and
Peake this evening. The honourable member might refle¢cheir families? Members opposite ought to be ashamed of
upon theHansardrecord in the cool light of tomorrow. My themselves in a democracy—
other point is that | have not heard in this place before the Members interjecting:
amount of bile dished out by the Labor Party to people who The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Peake is out
in all conscience have taken a position in the interests off his seat.

South Australia. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What it took for those men to
Members interjecting: cross the floor is a type of political courage that almost defies
The CHAIRMAN: Order! description. What is being demonstrated—

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The two members of the Upper Members interjecting:
House, the Hon. Terry Cameron and Trevor Crothers, have The CHAIRMAN: Order!
made a decision in relation to which, for generations to come, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What, Mr Chairman—
every South Australians will owe them far more than they Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. For the
know and far more than the Opposition— Premier to talk about vilification—

Mr Conlon: You laughed at him. The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is no point of order.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —I most certainly did not—is Mr FOLEY: —after what he did to Dean Brown is a
prepared to acknowledge. The two men have made possibitsgrace.
the passage of this vital legislation. The legislation before the The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is no point of order.
Parliament is, as many have described, historic, significant The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | listened in silence to a long
legislation. Some have said that we have got rid of thisiwumber of speeches and contributions from members
magnificent asset. What they on the other side of the Housgpposite, and | would hope the member for Hart would show
forget is that they mortgaged the asset to the hilt. We do ndhe same courtesy to members on this side of the House.
own the asset, because you mortgaged it. We have a Mr Foley: Just tone it down a bit.
$7.5 billion debt that is equal to or far more than the value of The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, it is obvious that those
the asset. We all know full well that, when you mortgageopposite do not like a semblance of truth being thrown back
beyond the asset value, you are in strife and you have to takeeross the Chamber. Those two Labor stalwarts have shown
some corrective action. So, let us get rid of this nonsensthat what we have been arguing for for 18 months has
about the asset. The Labor Party in Government mortgagqatinciple and merit. Why else would they have taken the
away our asset. initiative that they did? As the member for Hartley has said

My other point relates to the reference that has been made me, it is not a long-term lease; rather, this is a long-term
to Norm Foster. On the previous occasion a Labor Partyelease of a burden of debt for our children in the future.
member resigned he was vilified in the same way as have The Leader of the Opposition in his contribution made
Terry Cameron and Trevor Crothers. The Labor Partysome claim about international money coming into South
skulked back years later, begging him to come back to théustralia, as if that was something bad and foreign. | ask the
Party. It was recognised—and the member for Giles shoultleader of the Opposition whether he wants to tell Mitsubishi
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to go home? Does he want to tell General Motors to gand champion their cause, there is $100 million, starting up,
home? Does he want Orlando Wyndham to take back itstaying in their pay packets and household budgets as a result
French dollars? | bet he does not. Or does the Leader want tf Terry Cameron and Trevor Crothers.

tell Bridgestone in his electorate that it ought to go home? If you ask any of those families about keeping the $186 in
Members opposite are absolutely hypocritical when it cometheir pay packet and in their household budget, | know what
to international investment and jobs in this State—absolutelyhey will say to Terry Cameron and Trevor Crothers, and it
hypocritical. If Opposition members believe that we shoulds the opposite to what members opposite are saying to them
not have international money, then stand outside Generailght now. These two gentlemen, on a matter of principle,
Motors, Bridgestone, Britax, Solar Optical and Orlandohave been prepared to put the State’s interests first. It took
Wyndham and tell them to send all their international moneytwo Labor Party stalwarts to walk away from their past and
back overseas. Opposition members are inane in thetheir history. As gut wrenching as that must have been, |

contributions. acknowledge their courage, commitment and determination
An honourable member interjecting: to put South Australia ahead of a signature on a piece of
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, your Leader did. paper to the Australian Labor Party. As time goes by, it might
Mr Lewis: Why did they borrow from the Belgium dentist be as it was with Normie Foster and they will be recognised

at Bankcard rates? for the courage and the commitment that they have shown to

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: And mortgaged all our assets. this State.
Our assets have no value because the Labor Party mortgagedMr LEWIS: | do not have much to say, but a little. What
them. The Leader of the Opposition also said that our only would say, if | were to take longer, would probably be to
policy is debt reduction. At least we have a policy for debtrepeat much of what the Premier has just said. However, and
reduction, in contrast to the Hon. Mr Holloway, who said, more particularly, members of the Labor Party should not
when challenged about what he would do, ‘Why don’t youneed to be reminded—though it is obvious that they do—that
run up the deficit?’ they have used the device of raising funds overseas to finance
The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is a point of order. State budgets in many different ways over the years and
Mr FOLEY: Sir, itis inappropriate for the Premier to be would continue to do so were they to be elected. You see,
reading fromHansardfrom another place in this session. there is a day of reckoning.
The CHAIRMAN: | uphold the point of order. What Don Dunstan had to say about debt was not valid.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: I acknowledge that | should not Sooner or later it has to be paid. It is not moral to borrow
have read from thélansard The Hon. Mr Holloway, the money knowing that you have no intention of repaying it
shadow Minister for Finance’s solution to the problem is ‘runyourself and simply visiting that debt on the heads of the
up more debt’. That is what he said, ‘Run up more debt.” Wechildren who at that time may be youngsters even before
have policies on food, the automotive industry, debt reducschool or in school or, more importantly and worse, children
tion, drugs, wine to 2025, aquaculture, defence teaming anmabt even born and require them to repay it some time in the
regional development. That is just a brief sample of the rang&iture. That is not moral. That is called plundering the next
of policies that we have in place. generation’s efforts. By using the money obtained in the way
This legislation will create the economic break that Southin which it has been obtained for nothing more or less than
Australia so desperately needs. Without the courage of theecurrent expenditure is self-indulgence in the extreme. That
two men in the Upper House, former Labor Party memberss like running up a debt and expecting your children and
we were doomed to go forward crippled with high debt andheir children to pay it off. It is wrong.
high interest rate payments into a competitive national If you were using the money to create a better tomorrow
electricity market—a market beset with financial risk and aor them which was sustainable financially, then there could
State-owned power company, and it would have been a sube and is a justifiable argument for doing so. However, as it
recipe for further financial disaster. stands, the important point to be made in this debate is that
These are the people who have made a contribution in thise will restore the State’s credit rating to AAA at the earliest
debate and who presided over this State’s worst financigdossible opportunity and thereby sandbag ourselves against
institution collapse. Yet you have the hide, the temerity aneéscalating interest rates as we come out of this low interest,
the front to suggest that our debt reduction strategy, supportew inflation part of the cycle, which will probably be
ed by two of your own, is something other than a recipe foisustained across the world for a longer period than at any
rebuilding the economy of South Australia. We know thatpoint in human history. So, | do not know when that will be
you had a big debate and some trouble in Caucus today abduit, as sure as the sun rises tomorrow, low interest rates and
what you are doing tonight in some of your amendments. Itow inflation will come to an end.
is well known what happened today in your Caucus. So, as People who have the mindset of the Labor Party, wherever
it relates to the two who have left, you still have troubles.they may be in power around the world, however, will
That is up to you. The reason for it is that you had noaccelerate the rate at which that phenomenon that we enjoy
policies, no consideration and no conscience in what you didt present comes to an end. Our job is now, while interest
to South Australia, and you are not prepared to be part of theates are down, to retire debt as quickly as possible and as
solution to fixing South Australia for the future. much of it as possible and restore high credit ratings so that
What Terry Cameron and Trevor Crothers have done firsive can keep our interest rates down. We will be seen to be
up is to make sure that from 1 July $100 million will stay in an economy of low risk. The risk for investors is that, where
the pay packets of families in this State. That is the firsinoney is invested here, it will not be plundered with high
benefit—$100 million will remain in the pay packets and thetaxes to meet higher interest charges on public debt—that s,
household budgets of South Australians. To the member fdsovernment debt.
Norwood and others who have a social conscience, is that not Once interest rates start to rise, you either have to put up
a good positive step forward for these people? If you profestaxes to meet those interest charges on your debt or you cut
to represent the people in the lower socioeconomic groupservices. In all fairness, members opposite ought to be saying
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which roads they are not going to repair, which schools theyhe Government has been trying to have it dealt with in the
are going to close, how many teachers they are going to saatther place all that time up until now.
what hospitals they are prepared to do without and what There are other aspects of the provisions of the legislation
elective surgery they will simply ban, because that will be then total that are buried away in the clauses in which other
consequence of not retiring our debt and getting our credinembers may have an interest, such as the concerns about
rating as high as possible. | think they understand that and treiperannuation for employees, and the like. However, | think
wider public ought to understand it, too. | will leave those and simply make my point, as | have, that
The points | wish to make in addition to that are that inthis problem—the problem this Government reluctantly seeks

1994 we changed the structure and the law as it relates to tfi@ address—is not a problem of this Government's creation:
activities of ETSA, as it was then known, by introducing andit is a problem that we inherited and it is a problem that has
passing the Electricity Corporations Act. As part of theto be dealt with before any of us can go any further.
provisions of that legislation, whereas before that legislation My last remark is this—and | want it to remain in the
had been passed ETSA had the power in law under itglinds of all members in the Chamber including, and
indenture to mine coal and only coal at Leigh Creek, in 1994articularly, members opposite. The legislative process—
we gave ETSA not only the right to mine coal under sectiorindeed, the parliamentary process—would be better served
48 of that legislation but also the right to mine other thingsin this society if we adopted the same constitutional provi-
at Leigh Creek, such as they may be. We called it the Soutpions as apply in Germany, in the constitution that it adopted
Australian Generation Corporation and that has been brokegfter the Second World War, to prevent ever again any Party

up, part of it being Optima, which now owns Leigh Creek. Itdoing what the Nazi Party did in Germany. The relevant
will be up for long-term lease— provision (bedded down in law) in their Constitution bans

Mr Foley: Itis Flinders Power. political Parties from ever requiring a member elected to any

Mr LEWIS: [am reminded by the member for Hart that of tr&e Parhambents In tﬁ'ed provmcels or natlolr}ally (the
it is Flinders Power that owns Leigh Creek. However Bundestag) to be compe ed to vote along Party ines.
predating the introduction of the legislation in.1994 is aﬁ Itwou_ld bett_er Serve the institution of Parliament in this
exploration licence application made by a company calle ountry if we did likewise, because it means that, when a

Central Australian Oil Shale over the entire area of Leigh er’g:ﬁé s;%gsr;‘eﬂggggnzuiﬁZe?d :gichﬁzhvrﬁécgr;nrﬁizfﬁ;
Creek, not for the coal but for the oil shale and other mineral PP :

that occur in that vicinity where, many geologists say, th eferred, because of the gut wrenching consequences for

coal seam forms a cover on the basin of an ancient series gzzfn%ft;?r?gl_;z(r)érﬁzgyvgzgagoﬁehg’vtehﬁgvcg\;sriﬁgn:hﬁtig
craters. That seam is covered by sediment. ' :

) L ) not. It is a pox on the process. It is the worst possible thing
The most important aspect of it is that the coal in they,4; could be done, because it destroys the capacity of the
bottom of the basin, at the bottom of the lake as it used t0 by ividuals to have to accept responsibility for the way in
is the richest and densest coal, highest in energy, and it is,@nich they vote. They have to be accountable for what they
kilometre or so deep. Itis covered by shale with a few bandg ;e decided, the way in which they have gone about their
of siderite, that is, heavy ironstones that were leached into i%presentative work and, indeed, for the consequences on
over the millions of years that those craters or lakes havgociety. It enables the Par’ty—whiéhever Party that may be—
been filled in by the sediments that have run in there. They, endorse hacks, halfwits, and whatever else it is that they
are impregnated with and are full of kerogens: they ar@an, find, who will be so limited in their intellectual capacity
hydrocarbons. and so constrained in their understanding of what real
In this instance, the hydrocarbons are of much lighteinorality is about that they will never think they are doing
fractions than those found in any other similar shalesnything wrong when they accept that constraint. That is sad,
elsewhere in the world that have been documented. | makgecause Germany has gone further and faster than we have,
this point in defence of the claim which belongs to Centraland a good many other countries are better served than we are
Australian Oil Shale because it predates the change in thsecause they, likewise, do not accept the right of a Party to

law. Yet they have been denied their right to exploit thatgictate to its members in the Parliament how they will vote.
shale, and | think that that is a shame on us, as members of The Committee divided on the motion:

Parliament, for not doing something about it earlier. | trust AYES (23)
that, notwithstanding the possibility that they may forgo their Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
claim, whatever interest buys Flinders Power will be able to Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.
develop that. Up to this point, if not in law, then at least Buckby, M. R. (teller) Condous, S. G.
morally, we have an obligation to respect their claim, because Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.
they were the people who set about attempting to evaluate the  Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
oil shale that is present there. Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.

Let me make it plain to the House now, lest someone starts Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
some rumour tomorrow morning—or in the next 10 minutes: Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J.
I have no interest in Central Australian Oil Shale Ltd. | am Olsen, J. W. Oswald, J. K. G.
promised no interest, none of my family is interested or has Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G.
any financial interest in Central Australian Oil Shale, nor Such, R. B. Venning, I. H.
have they been promised and nor would | accept any. | say Williams, M. R.
this out of a sense of fairness to the people who have been NOES (23)
involved. We changed those provisions again (we bedded Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
them down, at least) in the Electricity Corporations (Restruc- Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.
turing and Disposal) Bill, which we are now debating. That Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F.

Bill was last dealt with in this Chamber in July last year, and De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. (teller)
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NOES (cont.) Leader of the Opposition and others, and that is the very
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. expensive and costly gimmick, the Liberal Party trickery that
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. is contained within this legislation, that is, the lease structure.
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. More concerning is this notion that after the next election a
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. Parliament will vote to authorise these leases and, if that does
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. not occur, certain moneys will have to be paid back. It is
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. important at this point to understand the nature of this lease.
Thompson, M. G. White, P. L. My colleague the shadow Minister for Finance described it
Wright, M. J. last night as a mongrel lease.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! There being 23 Ayes and 23~ An honourable member: What's a mongrel?
Noes, | give my casting vote in favour of the Ayes. Mr FOLEY: It's a bit emotive for me; I'm not prone to
Motion thus carried. using such words. It is clearly a nonsense lease. Itis a lease
that can only mean less money to the taxpayer when this asset
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: is leased, and it is a complex structure that will only result in
That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable the Hoube taxpayers of this State losing many hundreds of millions
to sit beyond midnight. of dollars. The expectation is that as much as $600 million is
Motion carried. at risk; and that this Government, this Premier and this
Treasurer are prepared to spend and lose $600 million to play
Amendment No. 31: a bit of political trickery. This is the Premier’s $600 million
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: political stunt to play politics with ETSA. And you talk about
That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 31 be agreed toﬂnagCi?-' Crhedib”'ity and financial responsibility: hang your
Mr FOLEY: | move: €ads in shame:
That the House of Assembly agree to Legislative Council's The Labor .Party and, | WOUld hqpe, '-[he Independent
amendment No. 31 with the following amendments: members of this Char_nb’er, will vot_e_W|th this amendment to
—Leave out subclauses (1) and (2) and insert: ensure that the Premier’s $600 million gamble on the value

(1) The Crown, an instrumentality of the Crown or a statutoryof ETSA will be defeated. Let us understand what this lease
corporation must not sell or transfer prescribed electricity assetss, It is a package of four leases: a 25 year lease initially and
(2) If a prescribed company or a subsidiary of a prescribedpap, three leases of 24 years; 100 per cent of the value will

g?ggﬁggd%‘gﬁpg@f”bed electricity assets, shares in thge paid up front to Treasury; 70 per cent of it will be for the
(a) must not be issued; or first 25 years and then it will be 30 per cent for the next three

(b) if owned by an instrumentality of the Crown or a statutory lots of 24 years. If a Parliament fails after the next election

corporation—must not be sold or transferred. to authorise those leases, potentially as much as $2 billion,
—Leave out subclauses (4) and (5).

—Leave out from paragraph (a) of subclause (6) *, or interesté‘c notmore, would be pal(_j back to the_company that had a_24
or rights under a lease in respect of prescribed electricity assets,’Year lease. What a terrible suggestion and what a terrible
—Leave out paragraph (b) of subclause (6). structure to put into this legislation. And for a Government

—Leave out subclauses (7), (8), (9) and (10) and insert: that talks about financial credibility and responsibility what
(7) The Minister must cause a copy of each relevant long ternéd joke this is!
i !

Iggfﬁé 2gghaHporS§gr£e§a:ﬁ§r%rénrteftlng to the lease, to be la We will not let the Premier do it. We will not let the

(a) not later than 14 sitting days after the end of two yeard”remier of this State spend $600 million of taxpayers’ money
from the date on which the first relevant long term leaseon a political stunt, a political gimmick, so that he can have

was made; or i it i =
(b) if. before the end of the period referred to in paragraph;)he pleasure of playing politics with the electricity assets of

(a), sale/lease agreements have been made providing f fr‘ns State.. We in th? Labor Party are more respc_)nsible than
the disposa| of all prescribed e|ectricity assets of 0rth|s Pl’emlel’i we Wl” not a”OW that to occur. ThIS haS not
available to an electricity corporation, State-ownedbeen an easy decision for the Labor Party or one that has

8?'2%?3%&’"?&?}?&25 gg%wﬁglﬁg\rﬁ&a{% %frg:ﬁi nCJOC\)/}ma brought joy to it. It is one of those very hard decisions which
lease or the disposal of shares)—not later than 14 Sittin%olmcal Parties have to make and which Parties that are fit

days after the date on which the last such sale/least® govern willmake—and we made it. Members opposite are
agreement was made. not fit to govern, because they proposed it in this legislation.
—Leave out the definition of ‘prescribed report’ from subclauseThey are not fit to hold government. They are not fit to

(11) and insert: i
‘prescribed report’, in relation to a relevant long term Iease,OCCLIpy the Treasury benches if they are prepared to put at

means a report prepared at the request of the Minister— riSk, _$600 million of taxpayers’ money to play a bit of
(a) summarising the principal features of the lease and anfolitics, to have a stunt, to have trickery and to have a
related sale/lease agreement or other transaction; and gimmick.

(b) gtatingd i” E[)r:essetnttvalugterms, the tOta't?"mOL!t”g tphai‘: orto | |ook forward to the Minister who is handling this
e paid to the State under or in connection wi elease, ic|ati - : ;
and any related sale/lease agreement or other transacticﬁ‘ﬁg'SIat'on explaining to this House why his Government was

‘relevant lease’ means— ptepared to put together a lease that, in the Treasurer’s own
(a) alease granted by a sale/lease agreement; or words, has never been done anywhere else in the world. It
(b) alease granted by a transfer order the lessee under whiglfpunds a bit like the water contract: | think that was the first

is a company that has been acquired by a purchaser undgf its type in the world. The EDS contract was the first in the
a sale/lease agreement;

‘relevant long term lease’ means a relevant lease that confers‘_’gorld' The Government's track record of firsts in the world
right to the use or possession of the assets for a term extending td@Not good, and to suggest that we have a lease structure that
time, or commencing, more than 25 years after the making of thés the first of its type in the world beggars belief. The
lease; Treasurer in another place was unable to tell us how the
The Opposition has framed an amendment that will addresSovernment arrived at this lease, what the rationale was for

the issue that | alluded to in my earlier contribution, as did thet or what perhaps the positives of the lease were. He could
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not do so, because there are none. He could not explain from the Treasurer in another place last year in a previous

because there is no explanation. He could not talk about whsession.

we are doing this, because there is no adequate answer. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir.
Itis a hard thing to do from Opposition, but just occasion-I believe that you previously ruled that quoting frétansard

ally right decisions have to be made and, if this Governmenin the Upper House was out of order and | ask you to confirm

cannot do it, we in the Labor Party are prepared to stand ughat ruling.

and do it. This is one of these examples, and | simply say that Mr Foley: Last session, last year.

all members should think carefully about this. The member The CHAIRMAN: Order! | understand that they were

for Unley can chirp away over there, and other members capublic utterances, not quoting particularly fratansard

say what they like, but we are not about to see $600 million Mr FOLEY: Yes. In November last year, the Treasurer

wasted. We fought a fight: we did not want this asset to ggaid:

but we have lost that battle; we acknowledge that. The most However, it will be a matter for the Parliament of the day.

responsible thing for us to do is make sure that the best deg}espective of what current members of Parliament might say, | note

is done so that we can get the most value out of this asset atftht the Hon. Mike Rann is saying that he thinks he will do some-

not falsely give hope to people that Governments of the futur8ing if there is a Labor Government after the next election. | remind
embers that Paul Keating as a previous Labor Leader said that the

could in any way resurreCt ET_SA’ renege on the l_ease ar@abor Party would adopt a certain stance in relation to the GST.

somehow bring this deal back into public ownership. When the next Labor Leader came along after Paul Keating, Kim
| say that for one very simple reason, that is, straight afteBeazley, the opposite happened.

the next election when a vote is taken we will not be votingr o |ycas went on to say this—and this is where the stunts,

to take back ETSA at that moment: we will be voting to takeine trickery and the real plan of this Government are exposed:
back ETSA in 23 years. ETSA will revert back to public S0 at the time of the next election—

ownership in 2023. We are forced to make a decision for )
governments, as | think one of my colleagues said, six or The CHAIRMAN: Order! |s the member for Hart quoting
seven times over into the future. What a nonsensical proposafom Hansardfrom this session or a previous session?
What will a company do with a 24 year lease? What will it MrFOLEY: A previous session, Sir. He said:
do at the 12 or 13 year mark? Will it reinvest? Will it So at the time of the next election the people of South Australia
maintain the asset? Will it treat that asset as if it is an asséfill be able to openly debate and discuss whether or not they want
from which it will continue to get value and in which it will to extend the initial 25 year lease by further terms of 24 year leases.
continue to reinvest? No. If it knows that the lease has onlyie was saying that the Government wanted to have a debate
24 years to run, it will treat it like a 24 year lease and handabout the future of ETSA at the next State election. But for
back to the State a run-down asset, an asset which has beghat possible economic benefit and for what possible
allowed to devalue and which will cost the Government of théinancial benefit? None. It was a political stunt, a political
day many millions of dollars to resurrect. hoax, to deflect some attention from the deception that this
What do you think a Parliament or a Government wouldGovernment took to the last election. What was the cost? It
say about us if we were to make a decision in this Parliamerwas $600 million. It was the Premier of South Australia’s
that we would hand back ETSA in the shape in which it$600 million hoax on the people of this State. The Labor
would be after 23 years, and that we allowed the taxpayer dfarty cannot and will not allow that to occur.
this State to have made such horrific losses over that period? The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | support this amendment.
What thanks would we get? What would they say? Theylhe advice that has been given to the Government is that the
would be absolutely appalled; and to think that this Governgprice discount on a long-term lease, regardless of whether or
ment, which says that it is a Government of financialnot it is returned to the Parliament for ratification, would be
responsibility, could suggest such a nonsense, dopey dealahout 10 per cent. That has been the consistent advice from
dopey lease structure, beggars belief. | know there are martpose in the field, that it would be about a 10 per cent
members opposite who share my view because they hawliscount over that of a sale. In effect, this amendment
shared it with me. | think that says so much for it. removes clauses 4 and 5, and therefore it will not be neces-
But, at the end of the day, we will not allow this to sary, as the member for Hart has been saying, for this to
continue. We will move an amendment tonight. We hope theeturn to the Parliament for its support.
majority of members in this Committee will agree to it. As ~ We also support in the member for Hart’'s amendment the
one of my colleagues said in the Upper House (I think theprovision that a copy of the lease be laid before Parliament.
Hon. Paul Holloway), people will look back on this debate The Government will be completely open and accountable in
and read theHansard They will go to that part of the doing this so that all in the Parliament can peruse and
Treasurer's second reading contribution where he started ggrutinise the lease and those documents to ensure that proper
talk about this lease and they will say, ‘What on earth waslebate can occur. As | said, we support this amendment. The
Treasurer Lucas talking about when he refers to one 25 yediscount price, regardless of which way it went, we have been
lease and three 24 year leases; 70 per cent now; pay bagllvised is about 10 per cent.
30 per cent; and reaffirm the contract two years into a 25 year Mr HANNA: | support the amendment but | do so only
contract for some Government in the future?’ This is not theo point out what a con the Government’s original plan was
stuff of management books; and this is not stuff that they willfor there to be, effectively, a decision on whether or not an
be teaching in universities. The only place they will beoption should be taken up on along-term lease after the next
dealing with this will be over a beer in a pub, joking about theelection, with the cloud hanging over the head of any
nonsense of then Treasurer Rob Lucas. potential investor between now and that time, which would
If you are left in any doubt about what was really motivat- lead to the discount to which the Minister has referred. There
ing this Government—and if you think | am not right when is absolutely no economic sense in it. It was commercial
| say that this Government was prepared to spendonsense from day one and, if the Minister was being fully
$600 million to play a bit of political trickery—let me quote candid, he would concede that.
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I am glad at least that in the Government’s decision to gsought to bring United Water to book with respect to those
with this amendment there is a recognition that it is abreaches of that contract.
commercial nonsense and, if we have to sell the lease, the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: In terms of the condition of
Government will be operating on an economic basis, not ¢he assets, | am advised that a security bond could be placed
cynical political basis in respect of the exercise of the optionto ensure that those assets are maintained in the condition in
I am not happy about the lease, | am not happy about thehich they would be expected to be maintained by a
option, but at least we have rooted out this ridiculouscompany. If the company breached conditions of the lease,
proposal for a decision on the possible exercise of the optiodlauses could be put in that would terminate the lease. We
after the next election. would have to renegotiate with another lessee if serious

I will also say this about the amendment. It may well bebreaches of that lease occurred and termination provisions

that the Government has agreed to it only because in ternyéere included in the lease.

of accountability it does not go far enough. | am led to Ms THOMPSON: In relation to these accountability
believe that the Labor Party has moved this amendment onguestions asked by my colleague the member for Ross Smith,
because we can get no greater satisfaction from the membdrigought | heard the Minister say that a security bond ‘could’
on the crossbenches in terms of accountability. What thi§€ placed and that other provisions ‘could’ be placed in
should read is that there will be a prescribed report on théelation to performance, the security bond relating to the
lease before the next election, because the crossbenchers hggadition of the asset. Will the Minister clarify whether it is
made the point directly or indirectly in their contributions that ‘could’, ‘would’, ‘will’, ‘won’t—or just what is the verb?

the public should be able to judge this Government on the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Obviously the lease has not
decision that it is making with this lease proposal. The onlyyet been drawn up, but we certainly would be looking, to
way that the public is effectively going to be able to do thatProtect as well as we can the assets as they stand. | imagine
is if they have the benefit of a prescribed report, as define@e would be putting a security bond in place. So we would
in the amendments, prior to the next election. If we do nobe doing everything possible within a lease to protect the
have that—and it looks as though we will not—members ofissets that are there and ensure they are maintained in the

the cross benches and the Government will have to bear ti§@ndition we would expect them to be. o
responsibility for lack of accountability. Mr FOLEY: | have a specific question, and the Minister

Mrs Maywald interjecting: will need to take advice on this. Do we have people here who
Mr HANNA: Because it is the best we can get can advise us on the cross border lease with Edison Capital?
) get. I am happy to wait until the Minister gets somebody, but |

_ Mrs MAYWALD: [ rise to support this amendment as it j)3ye some questions on the cross border lease. Surely you
is imperative that we get the best possible deal. We need {914 have people here on that.

salvage the best from a bad decision. It would be financial The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Ask the question and we will
vandalism to reduce the proceeds for political purposes anghe pow we go.
the amendment as it stands before this amendment serves noyr EOLEY: | had a long session with Edison recently

purpose other than to politicise the issue and to again put thghist in the United States. They advised me that they had no
people of South Australia through the agony we have beegonact with the Government prior to the announcement of
through over the past 12 months. the intending sale or lease. We have a $1 billion cross border

Mr CLARKE: | support all the comments made by the |ease, a $1 billion financial transaction where Edison Capital
speakers thus far on the amendment moved by the membgf Southern California—Edison as they are called there—
for Hart, but | am concerned about the enforceability of anyhave a lease over our assets which they have leased back to
lease agreement entered into, in the sense that as regards neIFSA. That is $1 billion. Without being an expert in these
performance or unsatisfactory performance of the leasgreas, | understand that an obvious financial advantage is
agreement by the lessee, whoever becomes the lessee ggiihed from the American end of this through their ability to
shell out between $5 billion and $7 billion, or whatever thetgke advantage of a United States tax law, and the important
price may be, and obviously will be a very large company. Ifelement of that is the sovereign rating or credit rating of
it can shell out that sort of money, that is equivalent to oursouth Australia which enables them to get a tax advantage.
entire State budget for one year. If that lessee performs their | understand that there are a couple of choices. The first
duty unsatisfactorily it concerns me greatly how this or anyis that you renegotiate the cross border lease for the new
future Government will be able to enforce its legal contractompany which leases our assets, and that it takes over the
tual rights. Such a company becoming a lessee with itgrrangement. The problem with that is it will more likely
financial resources will be greater than the State itself and Weave a lower credit rating than the State of South Australia,
could end up in a huge legal morass. Even though we mighind | am told by Edison that that will trigger a default, or you
have right on our side, it may take 15 years of litigation atsimply unwind the whole process. What is the best estimate
enormous expense to try to bring a company to book becaugg the financial cost of unwinding the Edison cross border
of breaches of the lease agreement entered into. lease?

What assurances, if any, can the Minister give the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am advised that discussions
Committee regarding a lessee that is not able or is unwillingvill be taking place with companies in the United States. It
to perform its obligations under its lease agreement? In realit{s our opinion that a lease will be devised that will have the
what safeguards do we have that the Government of the ddgast amount of impact in terms of the possibility to unwind.
will be able to enforce its legal rights and to have themlf the member is asking what would be the total cost to
addressed and enforced swiftly without exorbitant legal costsnwind the lease, we do not have an estimate of that particu-
being visited upon the taxpayers of South Australia? Youdar figure. We would not be looking to enter into a lease that
have not done a very good job to date with respect to thevould seek a relatively high chance of that occurring. We
water contract. Almost every major commitment of thatwould obviously be seeking a lease with whomever it is for
contract has been breached and this Government has ribto be a long-term and continuing lease.
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Mr FOLEY: | understand that this is not your portfolio, = Mr HANNA: | want to ask the Minister a question
but this is a very important question, because we are talkingegarding the amendment moved by the member for Hart. As
about the liability of potentially many hundreds of millions | understand it, the amendment provides for the provision of
of dollars. We have to remember from what | am advised bya prescribed report on a lease which is for more than 25 years.

Edison Capital— The prescribed report will summarise the principal features
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: of the lease and state the amount that the State will get. | may
Mr FOLEY: Are you saying it is probably wrong? have missed something in all this, but will such a report
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: which summarises the same matters in respect of the head
Mr FOLEY: Well, exactly, so don't say anything if you lease be issued by the Government and brought to Parlia-

don’t know what you're saying! ment? If so, when will that be done? If that is not the case,
Mr Conlon: He'd never have anything to say! why on earth not?

Mr FOLEY: That's true. For a cross border lease to be The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Any lease thatis undertaken
effective from a US tax law point of view, | understand thatthrough this process has to be laid before Parliament and
Edison Capital would have to have a lease with an entity thahen, of course, be prescribed in this report. It does not matter
has a higher credit rating than it does, or it would have tavhat lease the Government undertakes in terms of the leasing
have a very high credit rating, if not commensurate with ourof ETSA: a copy of that lease would have to be laid before
credit rating, which is obviously a sovereign credit rating. ItParliament and be included in the report.
is quite likely that, let us say, Texas Utilities or some other Mr HANNA: With respect to the timing, in the amend-
corporation that might buy ElectraNet will not have that sameament that has been moved the prescribed report has to be laid
credit rating. | am told by Edison Capital that that would void before each House of Parliament not later than 14 sitting days
the contract for the leases and that we would be up for a lafter the end of two years from the date on which the first,
of money. relevant long-term lease is made. Why on earth could an

If the Government has not had its discussions with Edisorappropriate report not be brought to this place within, for
it had better hurry up because | do not think that thatexample, three months from the date on which the lease was
company was in the sort of mood to tolerate anything othemade? The Government is spending millions of dollars on
than full compensation should this contract become unwoundonsultants. Once you have the lease, surely to goodness you
Edison may well be a bidder for it, and this might becan bring a report to Parliament, show us the lease and
academic, but if it is not we are talking about potentiallyexplain exactly what the effect of it is.
many hundreds of millions of dollars. The Committee The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The leases that are undertak-
deserves to know as near as possible the estimate that tae will be laid before the Parliament at the end of the entire
Government has made and what arrangements have been fmase procedure. If you lay your leases on the table as you
in place to deal with this important issue. have agreed to them, basically you are letting people know

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am advised that there are prior to your negotiating the next lease what were the
options available within the Bill that allow the effect of a conditions of a previous lease. That is why all leases will be
cross border lease to continue. For instance, one of thosaid on the table after all the leases are undertaken or signed
options might be a sublease but, as | have said, the advicdf and then—
given to me is that we can keep the effect of that cross border Mr Hanna interjecting:
lease in tact. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: No; within the 14 days of

Mr FOLEY: The Minister is now talking about the sub- those leases being finalised.
sublease concept that was contained in documents leaked to Mr CLARKE: Does the Government have any contin-
the Labor Party many years ago. Again, it seems to me highlgency plans in the lease for the public interest? Once it is
unlikely that we would have a company leasing ourleased, what will happen if the Government as part of its
ElectraNet assets and sitting with that a further lease witeconomic development wants power to be provided in remote
Edison Capital. | do not think that any company that leaseareas of the State for tourism development, but the lessee
our assets would be particularly comfortable with an encumsays, ‘Well, it is not worth it. We do not intend to do it
brance such as a lease with another corporation. This is decause it is not profitable as we see it and as far as our
issue on which we have been given less than satisfactoshareholders are concerned.? What, if any, protection will
information (in Parliament and publicly), and potentially it be in the lease where a Government of the day could say in
could have a significant impact on the final bottom line ofthe public interest that a direction should be given to the
this deal. lessee to ensure that the economic interests of this State are

Other members may have some difficulty with this issue—protected?
| certainly do—and | think we need to be given some more The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Two areas are involved: first,
information. If we cannot get it now, perhaps we can deahn Industry Regulator will be appointed who will have the
with this during Estimates. | intend to pursue this issue. ltauthority, for instance, to look at supply to rural customers
may mean that | will have to get on the telephone tonight tand to ensure that the supply is maintained and in their best
California to hear first hand from Edison but, as recently asnterests. Secondly, an Electricity Supply Industry Planning
two months ago, Edison was not at all comfortable with theCouncil will be established to look at the State’s electricity
way in which things were unfolding. needs. That council would then be able to identify those

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am advised that ElectraNet needs and make recommendations. The other avenue, of
already has those leases in terms of transmission available ¢ourse, is to include certain clauses in the lease which require
it. It can operate under those leases now. We are seekinglae lessee to maintain certain standards or to comply with
further analysis and further advice in this whole area. So, Government directions in terms of economic development,
cannot give the member for Hart a definitive answer yebr whatever.
because a further analysis and further consultation is being Mr CLARKE: The Minister said that there may be
sought. clauses in the lease. Okay, at this stage you do not have the
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lease but, presumably, the Government has given sonmazonomic development a proposal is put up, a Government
consideration to this matter since it has been agitating for itan go to tender for that economic development. It does not
for the past 18 months. What concerns me about the Electricihrave to go looking for a developer for that economic
ty Supply Industry Planning Council, and all the rest, is thatdevelopment: it is not locked into developing itself. It can still
those bodies may well recommend that the lessee should dm out and tender to the private industry to develop that
certain things in terms of providing power in the economiceconomic development.
interests of the State. However, the lessee could say, ‘Well, Mr CONLON: | do not know about this doctrine. Will
what s in it for me? There is no money in it Or it could say, the Government have common law rights under these lease
‘It is too inconvenient’, or whatever. arrangements against waste by the leaseholder? There is an
The Minister is now telling this Committee that, at this old doctrine of waste in terms of leasehold property.
stage, the Government is saying that it may or may not seek The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The land and surrounding
clauses in any lease agreement whereby the lessee, in certaigas will be controlled by the lease, and a security bond will
circumstances, can be directed by the Minister if it is to thebe in place to ensure that the assets must be maintained in the
economic benefit of the State. Either the lease will includevay in which they were taken over or in a way that is
such a clause or it will not and, if it is not to be included, weacceptable to the Government in terms of maintenance of
ought to be told. | think that might be of some interest totheir standard. That security bond would protect the Govern-
people such as the member for MacKillop, because it woulgnent in terms of any detrimental effects on those assets or
be an impossible situation to sign over a 97 year lease and tl@suring that the lessee must maintain those assets in a fit
Government’s not being able to direct the lessee to do certaistate.
things and to provide power in certain circumstances where Mr CONLON: | understand your answer. Do those old
itis in the economic interests of the State. Either we will havesommon law doctrines of waste apply in addition to statutory
some say over it or we will not. So, let us know now beforeprotections? As | understand it—and | am dredging up
we take the final third reading vote. property law that | forgot years ago—old common law rights
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Industry Regulator has attach to the owner of the land against the leaseholder, where
the power to set performance standards for the lessee. So i@ leaseholder commits waste. In some circumstances it
Regulator would say, as | said before, that certain performincludes the right to retake the land. Is there any applicability
ance standards must be met in rural South Australia and thg the doctrine?
lessee must comply to those standards. In terms of economic The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: There is no reason why that
development, the Government would maintain some flexibili-common law would still not apply, because the Crown is still
ty. It is not necessary that it be written into a lease, but thene owner of the land. We are talking about a lease and not
Government would maintain the flexibility that it could a sale and, therefore, as the Crown remains the owner of the
impose certain conditions in terms of its own agenddand, those common law issues to which the honourable
regarding economic development. member is referring should still apply.
Mr CLARKE: The Minister's answer does not give me  Amendments carried; Legislative Council's amendment
much comfort because he is talking about an Industryo. 31 as amended agreed to.
Regulator who has certain powers with respect to ensuring Amendments Nos 32 to 43:
that certain performance standards are maintained. However, The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move:
the Industry Regulator will not be the Government of the elati o
State, and it will not be the Government of the State that Willagrgggttéhe Legislative Councils amendments Nos 32 to 43 be
hopefully set about working out the long-term future of the
State, its economic development and its power needs. Amendment No. 44
The final part of the Minister's answer clearly indicates The Hon. M.R éUCKBY' | move:
to me that this Government does not have any thought of B ’ )
writing into the lease a reserve power for the State Govern- That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 44 be agreed to.
ment to direct the lessee to do certain things in the interests Mr WILLIAMS: | move:
of the State’s economic development if it sees fit. Ifitis N0t That the House of Assembly agree to amendment No. 44 with the
in the lease, the Government as the lessor will have no powésllowing amendments:
to direct and, as it is not in the Act or any other pieces of —Leave out subparagraph (i) of subclause (1)(e).
legislation surrounding this lease, if the Minister is not going —L€ave out subclause (1aa).
to putit in the lease, what powers will the Government of theThe amendment that comes from the other place amends
day rely on that currently exist where you give direction toclause 15 and seeks to set up a fund of up to $150 million. It
the lessee to do certain things that are in the economic beisientifies certain purposes for that fund. There has been much
interests of the State? speculation over recent days about the purposes for which
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Obviously, if there are thatfund may used.
economic development potentials within the State that have Mr Clarke: It would be interesting to know the answer.
been recognised by the Government, it is in the interests of Mr WILLIAMS: Yes. The proposal to set up a fund does
the lessee to expand their market. If they can take on atwo things. Whenever | have spoken on this matter in or
economic development or supply power to an economioutside the House | have been vehement that all proceeds
development proposal that will be profitable, obviously therérom any disposal of the electricity assets of South Australia
are benefits for them because they will sell more electricityshould be put to debt reduction. Earlier we heard the contri-
Mr Clarke: They might say, ‘We don’t want to spend the bution of members, at least on this side, about the legacy that
money. South Australia is suffering, and we heard the Premier’s
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: It could be another Roxby words about how previous Governments had mortgaged these
Downs. Again, as | said earlier, the Industry Regulator hasssets. It is erroneous to describe them as assets because, if
the ability to set those service agreements. If in terms ofhey were assets, they were very hollow assets. If we

Motion carried.
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capitalise these assets, the funds should be put to retiring tiieis money. | am absolutely certain that, even though there
debt associated with the public sector in South Australia. is a sunset clause in this Bill, before that sunset clause
Over the past few days | have received considerablexpired this money would be frittered away, and | have grave
support from not only my own electorate but also electoratefears that it will be frittered away not to the best benefit of
all around the State for the position | have taken on thisSouth Australia.
matter. The support has been overwhelming; in fact, only one | have said constantly since 1 July last year, when | first
person who has contacted me has said, ‘Forget the wholpoke on this matter, that all proceeds should go to debt
job.” I have had many calls, letters and faxes saying that, ifeduction. | have never wavered from that belief. | expressed
we are disposing of these assets, we should put all the fun@srlier my empathy with those two very brave gentlemen in
towards retirement of debt which, as | said earlier in thehe other place, because | believe that they have done
debate, will enable us in South Australia to move forwardsomething great for South Australia. But | suggest to them
The problem | have with setting aside this war chest—that they have come a long way and it is only a very small
although I think it is more appropriate to call it a slush fund—step remaining. Trevor Crothers, indeed, has opted for a lease
even though the principle behind it may be noble, is that it iption rather than a sale option. As | said earlier, | think that
a strange way to do business. thatis already costing us quite a sum of money, and | am not
The Alice Springs-Darwin rail link is mentioned in the prepared to set another $150 million aside to be frittered
Bill, and it is a strange way to do business, when we araway.
dealing with a consortium of companies and other Govern- In relation to his comment that the member for MacKillop
ments—the Government of the Northern Territory and themight blink, 1 can assure him and the House that | am not
Federal Government—to find a funding package to build thisbout to blink on this particular amendment. | can assure the
railway, that we identify $150 million that we may have House that, if this amendment is carried and goes to the other
ready for contingency. Ever since the Premier first anplace and is lost and then comes back here, the whole ball
nounced, on 17 February this year, the proposal to dispose ghme could very well be lost to the Government. | say to
these assets, the Premier and the Treasurer have been vérgvor Crothers, ‘I will not blink on this.’
reluctant to show their hand in so far as how much they The support that | have had from my electorate confirms
would expect to receive for these assets, because they thoughé position that | have held ever since | first spoke on this
that (as they rightly said) it would put them in a very weakmatter and | will not change that position now. | commend
position, when bargaining with prospective buyers or lesseethis amendment to the House. | think it makes it a much
if we flagged how much we expected to get. The market mayetter Bill. | think everyone in South Australia will applaud
indeed, be willing to pay a bit more, or considerably morethe fact that, if we are to have a disposal of the assets, all
I would suggest that the same thing applies here: wheproceeds go to debt reduction. | commend the amendment to
dealing with people in regard to an Alice Springs-Darwin railthe Committee.
link, if we flag the fact that we have all this money sitting  Mr FOLEY: | second that motion and it is a first for
back in the war chest, or slush fund, it puts us in a very weabpolitics today when the shadow Treasurer rises to second a
bargaining position. | think it is an absolute nonsense to pumotion from the fiercely Independent member for MacKillop
away this sort of money and flag the sort of reasons why wavith which the Government is having great trouble. The thing
might use it. is that the Government is finding that it is very difficult to
The other suggested reason for this war chest is foplease five or six Independents in this Parliament. As my
industrial restructuring in South Australia. | know as well ascolleague the member for Elder said—and | am probably
anyone in this place that we in South Australia are precarioustealing his thunder—You will have to upset one or two of
ly poised because of the way in which our economic base igem.’
set. We have, over a considerable period, built a manufactur- Mr Conlon interjecting:
ing base which, given the restructuring of the economy over Mr FOLEY: No, if | said what the honourable member
the last period, particularly during the 1980s, has been on said, | would probably be thrown out. The point is that there
somewhat unsound footing in some areas, and we must lveas always going to be a slush fund. Initially it was to be
prepared to work through the hard times—and, indeed, $1 billion. They figured that $1 billion was a little over the
believe that they are almost through, if not already throughtop, but why not see if they could slip in $150 million. A
those hard times. To flag to various people around the Citgouple of things need to be said. Many members of this
of Adelaide and around the State of South Australia that w€hamber—the members for Waite, Gordon, Taylor, Elder
have this slush fund hidden away would mean that variouand I—are members of the Economic and Finance Commit-
people would merely need to have their accountants draw uge, and the members for Waite, Taylor and | are also
a proposal, then come cap in hand to the Government and seyembers of the Industries Development Committee. We have
that they are in dire straits and are about to close down thia reference at present inquiring into industry assistance in
division, or whatever, or move offshore, and they will lay off South Australia. We are grappling with the very real issue of
so many workers. That would place extreme pressure on theow we are spending our money.
Government to come forward with funds. So, | think itisa | know that the ears of our advisers from Treasury will
very poor piece of legislation which suggests that this fundrick up because | know what they think about some of these
is there for a specific purpose which might (and, hopefullyindustry development funds. In relation to the growth in
will never) be used. money that we are expending on industry development, in
If the Government, indeed, did need to find funds for a1993 it was about $8 million or $9 million and now it is
worthwhile purpose, | would suggest that it do the honourableloser to $39 million to $40 million. So we have seen a four
thing, come before the Parliament and the people of Soutfold increase already in the amount of money that we are
Australia and explain the need. It should do the honourablallocating to industry assistance. | do not mean to be too
thing and let the people of South Australia know what itcritical on the Premier because, at times, he does work hard
intends to do and the reasons why, rather than squirrel away trying to attract industry to this State, but the problem is
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that, sometimes when he attracts them, they do not stay for A breakthrough in the deadlock came last night as former Labor
long and they cost us a lot of moneya Australis. We are MLC Mr Trevor Crothers voted to finally pass the Bill in the

; egislative Council. But Mr Crothers was angered when the Bill then
spending a lot more today than we ever have before ohe urned to the House of Assembly, where Independents and the

industry assistance. | am not sure that the record matches thgfposition voted—
xpenditure. That is the very i that we are grappling wit

gnptﬁedEgoiomi?: asnd Ieéinearr{czsggm%tteeea € grappiing (}Vell, we have not done that yet, but apparently we have—
Are we spending this monev correctly? | know theto oppose the creation of a $150 million job creation fund from the

member for VQ/aite hgas some ver)): strong viyews on this an&ease proceeds. This forced the Bill back to the Legislative Council—

they are very similar to the ones | am expressing now. | anthey are still waiting around for us to finish this, but this is

not saying that the honourable member is critical of the¢he Advertiserat 10.30 p.m. yesterday—

Premier’s slush fund at all, but a number of us are concernegihere Mr Crothers threatened to reject the entire lease if the fund

about the allocation of money for industry and the potentialvas excluded. Now the Government is understood to be looking at

to misuse it. The notion of putting $150 million aside without finding the money from other sources. This would honour a

. . commitment it gave Mr Crothers when wooing him for his crucial
any accountability or any reference to the Industries DeveloR;ste |ast week.

ment Committee and the Economic and Finance Committele hat thé\dvertiseri d. Mitch. eith
is a horrifying thought and a very loose criteria. It is just' MuSt say that thé\dvertiseris pretty good. Mitch, either
bizarre. you have been a very good salesman for yourself but you

What | find even more bizarre is this notion that we will have let the cat out of the bag over any deal you have done

have another $100 million available (or more) for the AliceWith the de?&’gmm.e”ty or Lhe r?eg\éernment hgs alrehady
Springs to Darwin railway line. At the end of day, that maymassage thadvertiser—ot that t vertisemeeds muc

well be a decision for Government, but | do not think we M2sSagding by this Government. They are one and the same;

should flag to the rest of the country that we havethey are indistinguishable. In fact, if tiedvertiserand the

$150 million sitting there just in case the consortium neegdurdoch Corporation actually paid their fair share of taxes
it. We already know the consortium needs more and morg this nation instead of 6¢ in the dollar, we might not even
taxpayers’ money to make the project viable. If we hang oufi@V€ 10 flog our assets; we would have enough money in our
an offer for another $150 million, | reckon they might accept®Wn coffers—but that is another story.
it. 1 did note with the interest that two days before the This is really treating Parliament with absqlute contempt.
announcement the Northern Territory Government wagCU have been caught out, because Aertiserand the
saying, ‘We are giving consideration to making more moneﬁoverr_]me_nt are so closely entwined in @he love bed that the
available for the Alice Springs to Darwin railway line. Advertiseris already reporting on how this House has voted
's announcement that W@/hen we have not done it yet. It hgs already reporteq that it
have $150 million sitting there just in case, guess what th& the Hon. Trevor Crothers who blinked—not you, Mitch—
article read? It was: ‘Northern Territory Government decidedOr the consumption of the readers of thévertiser | ask the
against giving any more money to the Alice Springs toMinister: has he pe_en caught out because h|§ media mlnqlers
Darwin railway line.” What more do we have to do? We havel@ve been so efficient at forecasting what will happen with
got the railway line in our State: we have the line to Alice respect to this legislation? If h_e intends to roll over on the
Springs. We have done our bit. We have already put ifnatter, could he not have done it a couple o_f hours ago ‘_so_that
$100 million and the Commonwealth is putting in we could hqve gone to bed that.much earlier? Or is this just
$100 million. Obviously, as the member for Hart | have an? pgrpetuaﬂon of the contempt in which he holds the whole
obvious bias with shipping out of Port Adelaide, so | hadParliamentary process?
better be careful with what | say. If you want $150 million for ~ The CHAIRMAN: The member for Gordon. -
your train line and $50 million for an industry assessment Mr CLARKE: | had several questions, Mr Chairman; and
fund, that is a decision for Government and your budgetf We are hanging around here for a couple of hours we
process; that is a decision that you make through the normgeserve an answer from the Minister.
processes of government. You do not sell an asset, take the The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Gordon has
cream off the top, whack that into your back pocket andhe call.
throw it around as you run to the next election. We will not ~ Mr MCEWEN: This may be awheel, or it may be a hoop
give you the benefit of a $150 million re-election slush fundsnake (something similar to a wheel). Either way, what we
so that you can squander the hard-earned proceeds of ETS#e observing here is nearly a year to do a full turn, because
on your attempts to get back into office. We will not allow tonight we have arrived back at 23 July last year. On that
you to do that. night two amendments were placed in the original Bill to
Earlier |1 spoke about the $600 million of taxpayer’s allow it to go forward to another place. Those two amend-
money that you were prepared to waste on a politicaments were placed on the record by the member for
gimmick. We took care of that one, and we will take care ofMacKillop, who said that it will not go forward unless, first,
your $150 million re-election slush fund. I urge all membersall sale proceeds go to debt and, secondly, that the customer
to support the very fine amendment of the member fogervice standard be nothing less than the customer service
MacKillop. It is one which the Opposition supports: if you standard in the year before the sale. So, this hoop snake has
are to sell off assets, take it off debt. For the past five yeariist come back to where it started.
we have listened to your lectures about the value of asset The real problem has been this: if you are going to do
sales and the need not to fund recurrent expenditure; it is tirgnother deal, do not forget the first deal, because that is where
you lived up to your own words. the dilemma has occurred. The first deal was on 23 July last
Mr CLARKE: Why does the Minister not save us all a year: any subsequent deals have to respect that deal. What we
lot of time? | have been reading tAelvertisey whichwould ~ are now doing is simply returning to where we started.
have been printed at about 10.30 p.m. yesterday, where on Mrs MAYWALD: | support the member for MacKillop’s
page 3 it states: amendment. This is another part of salvaging the best of a
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bad deal. The amount of $150 million going into a slush fundapology | make to the Premier. | stand by the substance of

was never the intent of the Government in the initial policywhat | said: this Government has no right to lease ETSA. |

backflip. It was never part of the Government's initial policy support this amendment. We have caught the Government out

backflip to create slush funds to plug holes in budgets. | thinlagain with a slush fund. We will not let the Government sell

that it is unconscionable of the Government to support thisff the family silver so that it can be re-elected; it will not use

position when, in obtaining the member for MacKillop’s 1¢ of this money to further its own cause. All this money will

support back on 23 July, it supported a position where thergo to pay off debt. For the Party that has always said that debt

would be no spending of the proceeds apart from dehteduction is the main goal of this Government, let us see how

reduction. It concerns me greatly that the Government is nowrue to its words it is. Let us see whether it has the courage

putting the member for MacKillop under pressure to go baclof its own convictions to vote with us and the Independents

on the word that the Government gave him. to ensure that every cent of the money from the ETSA sale
I do not believe he will blink. I believe that this is the most goes towards debt. Every cent that does not go to pay off debt

appropriate amendment before this Committee, and I thinis on its head and it fails the State if it does not vote for this

that the Committee should support this amendment asmendment.

presented by the member for MacKillop. Not a cent of these  Amendment carried; Legislative Council's amendment

proceeds should go to anything other than debt reductiomMNo. 44 as amended agreed to.

That was the original intent in selling the asset. To go back Amendment No. 45:

on it and do horse trading in the Upper House and forgetthe The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move:

original deal is not part of the game, and the Government

should be aware of that. . .
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: In answer to the memberfor ~ Motion carried.

Ross Smith’s question about the report in Auvertiser | am Amendment No. 46:

not aware of thédvertiser'ssources: it was certainly notme, ~ 1he Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: I move:

| can assure members of that. However, | will put on record That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 46 be agreed to.

that the Government will not be supporting this amendment. pMr EOLEY: | move:

The Hon. Trevor Crothers, when speaking in the other place, ;

indicated that the $150 million he sought would be for jobfo”g—\,t‘,iﬁgth:ml_é%s,ﬁg;? ssembly agree to amendment No.46 with the

creation, recognising the need for job creation and employ- —After subclause (2) insert:

ment and the protection of workers in South Australia. We (2a) The Auditor-General—

have supported that position. However, | recognise the (a) must incorporate in the report under subsection (2) a

: : ; ; ; report on the probity of the processes leading up to the
numbers in this Committee and, obviously, recognise that we making of each relevant long term lease; and

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 45 be agreed to.

will not win the day on this one. , (b) for that purpose may, before, during and after the comple-
Mr CLARKE: Given the Minister’s assurance that there tion of those processes, require reports from the person

has not been a ‘done deal'—and it will be interesting to see appointed by the Treasurer (or otherwise on behalf of the

how theAdvertisereconciles its articles with what happens Crown) to be the probity auditor in relation to the making

over the next 24 hours—can | take it that there is no other ofthatlease.
financial commitment that the Minister can give the Hon. MrThis is the third in a series of amendments coming to you
Crothers to provide the $150 million if it is not deducted from courtesy of the Opposition and the Independents, as we
the lease payments? In other words, if the Minister does néontinue to improve the quality of this legislation. History
get this clause up and the $150 million provision is lost—Will record this night as a very important coalition between
eventually he or Trevor Crothers blinks and the Governmerifie Opposition and the Independents.
does not get the $150 million off the lease payments—can the An honourable member interjecting:
Minister give this Committee an assurance that there is not Mr FOLEY: True; enough said; point taken. | outlined
another $150 million available elsewhere to satisfy Trevoito the House earlier a most unfortunate incident in our State’s
Crothers? If there is, where are you taking the money from#istory of Government, that is, the outsourcing of the water
Where are you getting the money from? contract. | detailed to the House some of the very concerning
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am not aware of what things that occurred with the probity of that entire deal. The
discussions will take place between the Hon. Trevor Crothergember for Mitchell, who is in the Chamber at present, the
and the Treasurer once these amendments have left this plasegember for Reynell and many others have been concerned
Mr Clarke: Maybe he wrote the story for thdvertiser ~ about whether or not there is enough scrutiny of the process
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | cannot tell you what the and they want the role of the Auditor-General to be enhanced.
discussions will be; | do not know. Someone other than Executive Government should have
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | made some remarks earlier oversight or inputinto this process. This has required skilful
about the Premier in my first contribution on the ETSA leasenegotiations with the Independent members of this place, and
Members interjecting: they were carried out extremely well by whoever in the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | am young and passionate about Opposition had those discussions.
the things | say, but | do regret some of the words | used to Mr Clarke: | thought it was you.
describe the Premier. | will not repeat my remarks. | am big Mr FOLEY: It was me, but | was trying to be modest.
enough to say that the things | said are not an accuraM/hen the Auditor-General brings down his report on the
description of the Premier. | have a lot of passion about theontract our amendment seeks to ensure that he incorporates
ETSA sale. But, the Premier then proceeded to attack mg report on the probity of the processes leading up to the
colleague, the member for Norwood. making of each relevant long term lease and for those
An honourable member interjecting: purposes he may before, during and after the completion of
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Even now, as | support this those processes require reports from the person appointed by
amendment, members are interjecting and jeering about thike Treasurer or otherwise on behalf of the Crown to be the
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probity auditor in relation to the making of that lease. It isand will ultimately only serve to create significant difficulties for all
fairly self-explanatory. parties as the move towards the lease progresses.

This is not a reflection on the probity auditor whom | Ygﬁ:]sgf;gwgz‘d
understand is from Fisher Jeffries. We are simply saying thafndustrial Officer for the Australian Services Union.
for such an important asset sale or long term lease proce
an extra layer of comfort should be provided to the Parlia-
ment. | do not believe it will cause any concern to the biddin
process. It should not affect in any way the commercial

agreements on which the Government will be endeavouring. 72 L h
to sign off. It will be the Auditor-General, not members of is actually inferior to the negotiations that have been taking

this Parliament. It will not be the Economic and FinanceP!ace for a long time through the single bargaining unit,
n\fvhere the different types of employees are represented by

workers from ETSA and by their relevant union. It is chaired

sL]nderstand that, despite the claims that this section has been
ut into the legislation to assist the staff, it is the view of the
nions that the legislation is not very helpful at all and, as Mr
leetwood has already spelt out in his letter to Mr Cameron,

may have fears. It will simply be the Auditor-General. Intheb Mr Fleet q
spirit of wanting to improve on this amendment, | urge thePY VI F1€€tWood.

; The Communications, Electrical, Electronic Energy
Government to support it as | understand the Independent ) i ! . .
members will. PP P Information, Postal, Plumbing and Allied Services Union of

) Australia, the Electrical Division, South Australian Branch,
'The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY. The' Government supports has also registered its concerns and supports the points Mr
this amendment because the probity process shouild be _placlg etwood made in his correspondence. There has been no
g‘gﬁ;?altgechg??g ocr)lfe t\zg T)?léz(iar’\ iﬂgtvllﬁafjr:jes QUd&t&Ereal consultation with the single bargaining unit and the only
P Y g . b feason the unions have been consulted at all, certainly in the

accountability of the Government and that is certainly Bther House, is because they were sitting in the gallery
process that we support.

} L watching the proceedings and watching the hard earnt
_ MrCLARKE: As thg Premier is in the Chambgr, Ivyould conditions and entitlements of their members going out the
like to direct a question to him about an article in the

Advertiser which was printed at roughly 10.30 p.m. yester-
day, which states that, with respect to the $150 million slush,
fund, a deal has already been done, it has already be

reported to the House, the Opposition and the Independenf$e g rer hut also Mr Crothers and Mr Cameron—the unions

are getting together to block the Government's amendmentgnd workers in ETSA are dissatisfied with the provisions set
in that area, and that Trevor Crothers has blinked and thSut in this Bill. As people in this House would know

govlern(rjnre]nt 'Sttr? f'gd th? rr’10neydfr0m elslethere.tls 'tado?ﬁegotiations have taken place with the Government in the
eal and have the Premier's media people been too smart iy eyt of the enterprise bargaining agreement, in the context
half by letting the cat out of the bag so soon and so obviou

ly? If S0, can we save ourselves a lot of time and that o'fthe _conditions and entitlements set out for ETSA workers
‘ ' ) . o : nd with reference to the Federal awards that are relevant to
another place by getting through this legislation more quickl TSA. So, the conditions that are set out in these clauses 15A
than we have so far? If the Government has done a deal, 15¢ are unacceptable. As Mr Fleetwood pointed out in
where will it find the $150 million that was promised 10 g |etter, he actually asked Mr Cameron and Mr Crothers to
Mr Crothers? . delete the clauses. This did not happen. | have also asked the
Amendment carried. crossbenchers here to consider deletion. They have said that
Ms KEY: | refer to Part 3A—Staff and to ‘transfer of they are prepared to listen to the contribution that | make and
staff’. It is important that we deal with this section tonight possibly make contributions of their own about the industrial
because a number of concerns have been raised by employegsiditions of the workers who are caught up in this sale/lease
from ETSA. | will refer to a letter written yesterday to Mr grea.
Terry Cameron in another place by John Fleetwood, the | wish to register some of those points that have been
Industrial Officer for the Australian Services Union, which rajsed with me in the context of industrial relations for ETSA
has an interest in a number of members covered in this aregorkers and what happens to their future. The first question
He writes on behalf of the single bargaining unit of unions| would ask is in relation to 15A, the transfer of staff. | notice
operating within the South Australian electricity industry asthe |egis|ati0n refers to sale/lease agreement and also
follows: employees of the purchaser. Can the Minister clarify the
| write to you in my capacity as the Secretary of the singleterminology used in this particular clause? | thought we were
BT CONGomS with a5pecta of the Iease Isgilation currently buorg. g about  lease.
major concerns wi . i
theJ Legislative (_:ounciﬁ Those aspects re?ate to the er_npl)é)yment. The Hon. M-R. BUCKBY: The major assets of ETSA
conditions applicable to the proposed lease of the industry. Yill be leased but there are certain items such as computer
particularly refer to clauses 15A, 15B and the area relating tgorograms and those sorts of things which will actually be
superannuation. sold. That is the reason we are using the terminology
It is important that you understand that the proposal within thesale/lease. Those major assets will be leased but there are

legislation is a vastly inferior one to the one which has been th e ;
subject of ongoing negotiations between the single bargaining un?{ems within that will be sold to the purchaser.

and the Government during March to December 1998. We strongly Ms KEY: 1 just wonder whether it would be appropriate
request that those aspects of the legislation be put aside at this tirb@ identify not just the purchaser but also the lessee?

and be the subject of further negotiations and workshopping between The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am advised that the
the parties to allow a fairer and more acceptable outcome. terminology ‘purchaser’ does include the lessee. Using that
He finishes by saying: terminology is one and the same.

We are very concerned that the passing of these clauses at this Ms KEY: To try to facilitate the number of questions that
time will result in a very poor outcome for employees in the industryneed to be asked, | will refer to correspondence that has gone

There is great concern from our Party that this consulta-
n has not been of an appropriate nature. Despite the
surances from members in the other place—not only the
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from the CEPU (Electrical Division) to Mr Paul Case, aftering the electricity supply industry has been used. Under the
a meeting, | understand, this morning of some half an houElectricity Act 1996, ‘electricity supply industry’ is defined
duration when issues were discussed with regard to industriak ‘the industry involved in the generation, transmission,
conditions and entitlements. Mr Case, the Director of Humauwlistribution, supply and sale of electricity’. | ask the Minister
Resource Management, Department of Premier and Cabinét, confirm that during the negotiations.

State Administration Centre, was written to by the CEPU. A number of questions follow which again | do not expect
The letter was signed by Bob Donnelly, State Organiser ofhe Minister to answer, but if he could that would be terrific.
the CEPU (Electrical Division). He is also writing on behalf | seek to identify these ilansardas issues that have been
of the single bargaining unit and states: raised by the unions, again because of the very poor way in

I refer to the single bargaining unit letter dated 8 June 1999 abolthich this piece of legislation has been put together regarding
aspects of the Government's position on employment conditions etindustrial conditions.
relating to the proposed lease of the electricity industry as reflected Quiite rightly, the unions want clarification regarding the
in the legislation currently before the Legislative Council. following matters: what jobs and career opportunities will
There are a number of issues in here that have been addressggkt for highly skilled electricity workers in the public
by Mr Case. | spoke to him earlier, and because we have ngector; why redeployment is not contemplated within the
had the benefit dflansardfrom this morning's sitting of the  electricity industry; why an employee must be redeployed in
Legislative Council, he informed me that some of these issuesn area that is foreign to his or her expertise; what mechanism
have actually been addressed, although maybe not to thists for an employee who has been transferred to the Public
satisfaction of the unions; so | just point this out to theService to have their salary and conditions increased over
Minister. | will read that part of the letter with the under- time; and what guarantees exist that employees will not be
standing and, hopefully, the assurance of the Minister thabrcibly relocated. Clarification is also requested with regard
these matters will continue. to the distinction between the award and the enterprise

As | understand it, there is an agreement that there will beargaining agreement which covers employees and contract
a meeting next Tuesday and Thursday, where the singlsersonnel. | do not expect the Minister to answer every single
bargaining unit will have the opportunity to go through somepoint, but could he reassure the unions that all these matters
of these issues in detail and clarify the differences betweewill be addressed? If the Minister wants to make some
the inferior conditions in this particular legislative proposalparticular comments about any of them, the unions would
in the Bill and what has already been on the negotiating tablappreciate such clarification or amplification.
for quite sometime between the Government representatives The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | also have a copy of the letter
and the single bargaining unit. The main issues concerninfjom which the honourable member was reading. The major
the single bargaining unit involve clauses 15A and 15B. Firstissues concerning the union were addressed in meetings this
regarding clauses 15A(1) and (2), what does the reference taorning. As the honourable member indicated, on Tuesday
‘nominee of a purchaser’ mean? | note from the legislatiorand Thursday next week further clarifying meetings will be
before us that that has been redefined as a company relatgadertaken with the unions. This is the most generous scheme
to the purchaser, but there are still some further questions thbeking offered anywhere in the Public Service. If, after two
the unions wish to ask in this area. years, a person who has been working for ETSA or in the

Clause 15B(4) effectively amounts to an application of andustry decides not to take a voluntary separation package,
regime of forced redundancies. This matter needs to bthat person will be redeployed within the Public Service at
elucidated in more detail by the Government, and | am awartheir current rate of pay, and that is assured in perpetuity for
that the Government intends to follow up on this questionthe rest of their working life. It is an extremely generous
Regarding clauses 15B(10)(a) and (b), what guarantees existheme to the workers employed by ETSA in terms of the
that these provisions will not be reduced or repealed in theransition. The issues that the honourable member has raised
future? | am told that the legislation will ensure that there willhave been dealt with by the Treasurer, and | suggest that he
be no reductions or repealing of conditions of entitlement fowill be able to supply the honourable member with written
workers, but | remind the Committee that it is my understandanswers.
ing that Federal awards and agreements would take prece- Ms KEY: | have—
dence of a State award, particularly with regard to conditions The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hanson has
and entitlements of employees. In the industrial arena, thatad three opportunities.
is the sort of precedent under which we have worked. So, | Ms KEY: In that case, | will wait until we get to clause
hope that will remain despite the bad drafting of clauses 15A5B.
and 15B. The CHAIRMAN: No, there is no opportunity.

Regarding clause 15B(11), the question is asked in this Ms KEY: Mr Chairman, | understood—and | asked at the
correspondence whether this provides for the forced relocautset—that we would discuss both 15A and 15B. There are
tion of employees without the application of a VSP offer. | some other questions | want to ask in respect of 15B.
note from the document before us that new clause 15AB has The CHAIRMAN: There is only one question before the
been inserted by the Legislative Council. So, that provide€hair. | have re-introduced that to provide an opportunity for
some sort of an answer to that question, but again I highlighthe honourable member, and the honourable member has
that the unions seek to have that area clarified at thegpoken to that question three times.
meeting. Mr FOLEY: Ireferto clause 15B and weekly pay (WP).

In clauses 15B(11) and (12) what is meant by ‘relateds it the ordinary rate of pay that takes on the average rate of
employer’ and what is the consequence of the references iy, or is it the basic rate of pay?
that in the legislation? Again, | am advised that this matter The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am advised that it is the rate
has been picked up by way of an amendment. The unions acé pay currently used to calculate separation packages, and
not entirely satisfied with that explanation. The definition inthat includes the base rate plus some special allowance. Itis
this subclause and also in another part of clause 15B regarthe same rate of pay which is used in the separation package
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calculations at the moment. So, it is the base rate plus some The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The answer is ‘No,’ | cannot
of the special allowances within that current rate of pay. give that undertaking because we are quite possibly dealing

Mr FOLEY: Subclause (ab) provides: with a period of between two and 30 years. The honourable

a principal workplace or principal work depot not more than 4smember must bear in mind that these employees are guaran-
kilometres distant by the shortest practicable route by road from thieed permanent employment for the rest of their working life,
principal workplace or principal work depot of the surplus position.gnd that is not currently available within ETSA or in a
Will the Minister elaborate on what that means? It is causindransfer of any other kind. This is a guarantee by the Govern-
concern. The union and the Opposition do not support thament that, if the workers return to the Public Service, they

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: My advice is that discussions will be permanently employed within the Public Service for
did take place with the union this morning. The amendmenas long as they wish up until retirement age.
that is currently before the Committee has been included Mr CLARKE: That is a bit rough, because these ETSA
following those discussions with the union. Further discusemployees will not be redeployed by choice. It is this
sions will take place on Tuesday and Thursday, as | identifieGovernment’s decision to privatise ETSA that puts in
earlier, to clarify any issues that the union wishes to raise. jeopardy their job, because it will be the lessee who will
am not quite sure what else the member wants to know. decide whether these people are surplus to requirements.

Mr CLARKE: | appreciate that, under Standing Orders,Then, through no fault of their own, they will be redeployed
a member can ask only three questions but | know that osomewhere else in the public sector, possibly at a base rate
past occasions Chairmen, including yourself, Sir, have showsf pay that is considerably lower than they were earning; so
a bit of flexibility in allowing in particular the shadow over time their effective take home pay would be significant-
spokesperson or an honourable member with particuldy eroded. The Government should be able to give the
expertise in the area to ask more than three questionandertaking I have sought. Whilst | appreciate the Minister's
assisting the Committee’s deliberations. saying it could range from two to 30 years, depending upon

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair might also say that it has the age of the employee concerned, the Government has a
been castigated by the honourable member and another wioral obligation in this regard, particularly if someone has
your colleagues for reintroducing a clause. | have provide@0 years of service left and they do not effectively get a pay
some flexibility in doing that tonight. rise for much of that 20 years of service. As their base rate

Mr CLARKE: All | can say is that, on the occasions | catches up with their current earning levels that would have
have castigated you, Sir, | was right, and | am no doubt righ& significant impact on their superannuation entitlements and
again tonight. In any event, Minister, in terms of ETSA the like. We should remember that it is this Government’s
employees being transferred back into some other publidecision to privatise ETSA, it is not the choice of the
sector department—and | just need clarification in terms oémployee to go back or be redeployed somewhere else in the
my understanding—am | correct in thinking that if, for Public Service.
example, a linesman on $600 a week is transferred to the My other point is that it probably will not be as big a
Department of Environment at, say, some officer level thaproblem as we imagine, because a number of employees may
might bring in an ordinary rate of, say, $450 a week and thehoose to take a voluntary separation package. A linesman
transferred ETSA employee retains the $600 a week imight be faced with the alternative of going to the Depart-
income, because he will be classified at a level that warranigent of the Environment as a word processing operator and
a$450 grading in the Department of Environment, he will nothat is all. Indeed, in many instances, a person faced with
receive any further wage increases until such time as thauch an alternative probably would choose to take a package
$450 grade equals the $600 and then goes past it through thad go. The number of employees involved would probably
effluxion of time, via enterprise bargaining or by some othembe quite small. However, for those employees who are
form of wage adjustment? affected, it is quite important.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Yes, the understanding ofthe ~ The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As | stated before, this
member for Ross Smith is correct. Of course, that ETSAscheme assures that the redeployee is guaranteed that
employee could always be promoted to a higher position angermanent employment. However, there is no such guarantee
would then receive a higher wage. But the honourableyrrently within ETSA. Workers are under a two year
member’s understanding is correct. retrenchment provision; they are not guaranteed employment

Mr CLARKE: Further, given that there can be a con-within ETSA in the same way. The honourable member says
siderable salary differential between the grade into whichhat very few of these people will transfer into the Public
they are transferred and what they are actually earning at thgervice, but they are assured that they have a guarantee of
time they are transferred, it may be several years before thgyermanent employment for the rest of their working life.
see the benefit of any increase in their wage rates. And whilst ps WHITE: My colleague the shadow Minister has
there is always the possibility of promotion, frankly, at somenanded a copy of a letter to the Government signed by Bob
levels the increase in pay they would have to receive woulghonnelly, State Organiser for the CEPU. Part of that letter
mean that they would have to jump so many grades that, igddresses superannuation, as follows:

a number of |ns_tances, it would be pretty unlikely t_hat that The single bargaining unit has grave concerns on superannuation
would occur. Will the Government give an undertaking thatr our members as negotiations and discussions with yourself and
those employees who are transferred from the lessee bagie Government agreed independent adviser Mr Tom Adams were
into the public sector not only will retain their salary but will halted abruptly in December 1998. The negotiations and discussions
retain it in real terms for so long as they are employed withirf?@ve definitely not been completed.

the Public Service, so that those employees will receive theam looking from the Minister for an acknowledgment of the
salary increases that are appropriate with respect to theeed for the industrial parties in those negotiations. Can you
department into which they move and not simply have theigive a guarantee to members of this place that the people
wage rates eroded over time, as the Government indicated involved in the super scheme will be the ones involved in
its answer to me this morning? negotiations and discussions from this point on?
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The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Yes, | can give that guaran- need to go to division 2. But what this says is that, if it will
tee. not work for you, go to division 2, go to the Act, and stop

Mr FOLEY: My question has two components to it. First, trying to cobble something else together, as you have done
what relocation expenses are available to ETSA employeesith the industrial relations stuff. If the seminal stuff is good
who are forced to relocate? What is the relationship betwee@nough, if the Bills are good enough, use them for yourself
ETSA wages and maintenance policy and 15A and 15B? as well as for someone else.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Relocation costs are paid  MrFOLEY: Again, the Opposition is happy to support
under the current situation with ETSA. They would continuethis. It completes the package of amendments worked through
to be paid but | am advised that no staff will be forced toby the Opposition and the Independents in the coalition that
relocate and, secondly, in terms of the 104 weeks and th&e have seen tonight. This improves a very concerning part
separation allowance, if the employee returns to the Goverr®f the legislation—and that is, clearly, the issue of planning
ment, then the purchaser agrees to pay the 104 weeks of pigf major developments.
across to the Government to ensure that training can be | will now go into some history—and | will be brief, but

undertaken. I cannot let this go without bringing Pelican Point into the
Legislative Council's amendment No. 46 as amendedtquation. We are seeing at the tip of the Le Fevre Peninsula

agreed to. the Pelican Point Power Station. | do not want to revisit all
Amendments Nos 47 to 56: that: we have heard much about it. That is an example of
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: what can happen under the sorts of powers that we are talking
That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 47 to 56 b«.agqu here.. For whatever reason, at the end of the day,

agreed to. elican Point was chosen. But it could happen in any

community. With respect to the power companies, in
] particular (and | think the member for Stuart should be
Amendment No. 57: particularly interested in this; | know that the ALP candidate
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: for Stuart will be), if the owners of Torrens Island or Flinders
That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 57 be agreed todecide that they want to have a substantial repowering of

Motion carried.

Mr MCEWEN: | move: those power stations—as | am sure they will—there needs to
That the House of Assembly agree to amendment No. 57 with thB€ & Process that at least somehow gives us some semblance
following amendment: of consultation and an ability for some appeal rights.
—After section 49A(1) inserted by clause 3 insert: This at least means that the major projects in power will
(1a) This section does not apply to development for thenot be able to be simply signed off by a Minister of the day.
purposes of the provision of— . . _ltwill revert back to the Development Act, which will revert
@ ﬁ:gfg{ﬁ%%%n&w.'%% plantwith a generating capacity ofy,, oy 16 the major projects—which is not much different, |

(b) a section of power lines (within the meaning of the @dmit, and itis probably nearly as good a power. But it just
Electricity Act 1996) designed to convey electricity at at least gives another layer of consultation and another layer
more than 66 Kv extending over a distance of more tharof scrutiny. | do not believe that this is an issue of being anti-
five kilometres. development at all—quite the opposite. It is saying that, when

At 1.30 in the morning and to be still debating what is theyou build power stations—and they are not pleasant things;
biggest asset sale in the State’s history is bloody ridiculoughey are a necessity, admittedly—they are such that I think
Notwithstanding that | will try to explain what we are trying we need to have some degree of better assessment, particular-
to achieve with this amendment. The Development Act 1993y with respect to the issue of transmission lines. It will not
has been touted around Australia as being the best there i8orry me, but if | was a rural member and all of a sudden
The State Government has championed it in all quarters buElectraNet, under private ownership, turned up with its
as soon as it comes to a set of circumstances where it neestsmitrailers and started erecting transmission towers across
to put in place some mechanisms for planning after it leasegour property, you probably would like some way of
its own assets, what does it do? It invents a whole nevappealing that, or having some involvement. | am not sure
process. We have to ask what is going on with the Developthat it is much different from what is happening now but, at
ment Act 1993, in particular, the major developments oileast notionally, under public ownership you have perhaps the
projects, division 2. This is the bit that is supposed to be saltimate sanction of Parliament. But it is just a small attempt
good. All we are saying is that if it is that damn good, use itto improve on it.

This amendment simply says this other set of amendments As | said, this completes the package of what has been a
that have been cobbled together can stay in the Act. | do natubstantial improvement in the quality of what was a very
believe they need be in the Act, but let us leave them there fqsoor piece of legislation. | have welcomed the opportunity of
whatever purposes, but you will not be using them for anyecent days to work with the Independent members. They
generation capacity in excess of 30 MW or for any significanhave shown a preparedness to take this Government on—
powerlines. Members interjecting:

For those two purposes you will return to the original Mr FOLEY: No, but|think itis important, because they
Development Act, where you will simply go through the did show a preparedness to take the Government on with
normal planning processes, whereby the local planningespectto some pretty fundamental issues. We have improved
authority—the council—will deal with the matter. | might the bottom line for the taxpayer tonight to the tune of about
add that that process was good enough for Boral when it firg750 million. That is a pretty big improvement by the
put in place planning applications to build a 40 megawatOpposition, and the Premier will get his legislation through
power plant at Ladbroke, and then when it doubled it to 80this House, at least. But it will mean that the Opposition in
It was good enough for Boral when it also had to achievehis State, together with the Independents, have got a better
easements and other planning consents to link its generatfinancial deal than what this Government was offering. |
to a transmission line. It worked for Boral. It did not even think that it is an historical moment for an Opposition and
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Independents to do that. | think it should be acknowledged Thatthe Legislative Council’s suggested amendments Nos. 1 to
that, when this Bill leaves this Chamber tonight, the taxpayerg be agreed to.

of our State will be $750 million better off than what John ~ Motion carried.

Olsen, the Premier, was going to leave them with the Bill in

its original form. We urge the House to support the member MUTUAL RECOGNITION (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

for Gordon. (CONTINUATION) AMENDMENT BILL

Mrs MAYWALD: | support the amendment. It never L S
ceases to amaze me how through the legislative process we Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-
tend to complicate the issues beyond belief. We have €Nt
Development Act that, by the Government's own admission  [Stting suspended from 1.40 a.m. t0 4.43 p.m ]
or because of the way in which the Government has promoted
it, is the best in the country, yet we have sought in the (RESEI'IEQEUCCTTRUlgIIL\((B%?\I%P[agﬁ-cr)lg;\\lLs) BILL
amendments proposed by the Government to introduce a
whole new range of legislation to exclude a certain partofthe 114 Legislative Council agreed to the House of
commercial sector from the operation of that Act. | think itAssemny’s amendments to the Legislative Council's

is entirely inappropriate and, for that reason, | support th‘%\mendments Nos 31, 44, 46 and 57 without any amendment.
member for Gordon. T

Legislative Council's amendment No. 57 as amended ADJOURNMENT
agreed to.
Suggested amendments Nos 1 to 5: At 4.45 a.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 6 July at

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move: 2p.m.
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Long distance traffic from the Commercial Road catchment will
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY be encouraged to use the proposed Southern Expressway when Stage

2 has been completed or the existing Main South Road via Griffith
Drive.
Thursday 10 June 1999 The further development of Seaford Rise will be enhanced by the
construction of Stage 2 of the Southern Expressway.
Delivery of the Commercial Road project will be progressed on
an ‘as needs’ basis, with upgrades undertaken over a longer time
QU ESTIONS ON NOTICE frame, possibly up to 10 years, to better match expenditure with
increased traffic volumes.
Priority will be given to addressing key intersections such as
COMMERCIAL ROAD gﬁfsflltﬂ gﬁegh Road (as mentioned previously), Seaford Road and
9 MrHILL: The Government is committed to progressing this project—and
- Mr : ] ) the current Transport SA approach wisely balances a wide range of
1. What was the cost of the consultation process regarding thactors including funding, traffic management and safety issues.
upgrading of Commercial Road located in the electorate of Kaurna
prior to the 1997 State election? TAB TURNOVER
2. What were the outcomes and recommendations of this )
consultation and if adopted by the Government, when will these 138. MrWRIGHT: What was the TAB turnover during
recommendations be enacted? January of each year since 19947?
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Asthe TAB is my responsibility

. . in my capacity as Minister for Government Enterprises, | advise the
1. The cost of the consultation process for the Commercial Roa onourable member that:

project prior to the 1997 State election was approximately $30 000. TAB Turnover during January of each year since 1994 was as
2. Community consultation was undertaken to determine theg|lows:

issues, concerns and needs of the community and to incorporate January 1994 — $43 642 702

these into the scheme development during the planning phase of the January 1995 — $39 763 504

project. January 1996 — $41 268 478
In the meantime, | am pleased to advise that in 1999-2000, January 1997 — $43 887 581
$2.45 million is being provided for major upgrading of Gray Street, January 1998 — $53 484 760

Commercial Road, and completion of works on Murray Road, Port January 1999 — $53 075 480
Noarlunga.

This will include the upgrading of the Maslin Beach and SMOKE ALARMS
Commercial Road intersection. In particular, $800 000 has been
allocated to the Commercial Road project, most of which will be  157. Ms RANKINE: When will the funds announced in
used for the design and construction of improvements at thisebruary 1998 to assist the frail, aged and disabled comply with
intersection. Planning will begin early in the new financial year andGovernment regulations requiring the installation of smoke alarms
Transport SA will continue to consult with the local community and by the year 2000 be released?
Council to develop a design for the intersection which willimprove  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In February 1998 the Government
the management of traffic. Possible options for the intersectiomnnounced that frail older people and people with disabilities would
include sealing shoulders and widening the road; installing protectele assisted with the purchase and installation of smoke alarms.
right and left hand turning lanes; a roundabout, or an offset T-  Those likely to require the greatest assistance with the purchase

junction. and installation of smoke alarms are people with a profound hearing
Transport SA has already carried out a number of improvementénpairment who live alone and for whom a standard alarm is
at the intersection, including: insufficient.

An inter-agency reference group has been formed to determine

Replacing the intersection warning signs on Maslin Beach Roagh o' ost equitable means of implementing a program

W'tg ag(c)iltlonal d:cjpllca;]ed_ Stop Sign Ahead'’ signs 200 metres™ " he group consists of representatives of the Metropolitan Fire
and 400 metres from the intersection; Services (MFS), the Independent Living Centre, the Guide Dogs
Replacing the intersection warning signs on Gulf Parade withAssociation SA & NT, Sensory Options and the Disability Services
additional duplicated ‘Stop Sign Ahead’ signs 150 metres fromOffice.

the intersection; and An initial sum of $250 000 was set aside in the 1998-99 budget
Installing duplicated intersection warning signs 200 metres fronfOr the commencement of the program. . .
the intersection on Eastview Road. It should be added that agencies are already providing assistance

. L to enable people to install smoke alarms through various means.
The route covered by the Commercial Road projectis south from™ 1, igusing Trust properties the cost of installing appropriate

the intersection of Weatherald Terrace and Commercial Road, alo ; ; : ; P
4 - : - . ’ oke alarms (including those occupied by tenants with a disability
Commercial Road to the intersection with Maslin Beach Road andnq/or a hearing impairment) is being met by the Trust.

Gulf Parade. Frail, older people and people with physical and intellectual

While the scope of the work has been scaled back, the basidisabilities in privately owned properties have access to a number
functions indicated in the public submissions of May 1997 will still of existing programs and schemes to assist them with the installation
be provided, namely the widening and improving of Commercialof standard smoke alarms, such as through local service clubs and
Road to provide improved travelling conditions for motorists andorganisations such as the Metropolitan Fire Services and the
cyclists and safer access along the route. Department of Veterans’ Affairs.



