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As part of the Request for Proposal process, the Electricity
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Reform and Sales Unit considered the position of bidders in that
process including the bidder National Power PLC. This consideration

Tuesday 27 July 1999 included:

The legal identity and ownership structure of each bidder.

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at The ultimate beneficial ownership of each bidder and its equity

holders.
2 p.m. and read prayers. - Corporate arrangements and corporate governance issues.
Each bidder’s activities internationally and in Australia.
ELECTRICITY CORPORATIONS Financial standing of each bidder.
(RESTRUCTURING AND DISPOSAL) BILL For your information, National Power PLC is one of the successor
generating companies created from the privatisation of the UK elec-
. P -iricity industry.
His Excellen_cy the Governor, by message, intimated h'é National Power is listed on the UK Stock Exchange with a
assent to the Bill. market capitalisation of $15 hillion and is one of Europe’s top 100
companies. Annual turnover is $10 billion a year which is earned
QUELLTALER WINERY from its operations in the UK and in the 20 other countries in which
it operates.

" : : : In 1996, National Power led the Hazelwood Power consortium
A petition signed by 1 071 residents of South Austral_la].n the acquisition of the Hazelwood power station in Victoria.

reugesting that the House urge the Government to inquire infQational Power invested over $1 billion in this station and has a
the closure of Quelltaler Winery at Watervale was presented?2 per cent ownership interest.
by the Hon. R.G. Kerin. The Government requested that Morgan Stanley, Pacific Road,
Petition received and Putnam, Hayes and Bartlett provide an independent and financial
’ critique of National Power’s standing.
Their views were almost identical in their positive assessment;
BILLA KALINA this confirmed the reports sourced through the Government's London
office, searches of the British media files, and verbal assessments
A petition signed by 17 residents of South Australiaarising out of extensive discussions with the UK Government.

requesting that the House urge the Government not to National Power PLC is internationally reputable, financially
; ; ; ; ; ; .- -sound and has extensive experience in the construction and operation
establish a radioactive waste repository in the Billa Kallnaof power stations. There is no doubt confidence that the required

region.v.vas presented by Mr Hill. electricity generation capacity will be commissioned by the required
Petition received. dates.

EINFISH PELICAN POINT

" . . . In reply toMr FOLEY (10 March).
A petition signed by 149 residents of South Australia  The Hon, 3.W. OLSEN: The Treasurer has provided the follow-
requesting that the House urge the Government to imposeigy information:
moratorium on the commercial taking of native finfishinthe  On 25 March 1999 the Hon. Rob Lucas MLC made a Ministerial

River Murray Fishery was presented by Mrs Mavwald. Statement in the Legislative Council tabling an initial Summary of
Y y P y yw Project Agreements in relation to the Pelican Point Power Station.

Petition received. In the interests of ensuring the main provisions of the Agreements
were outlined as soon as possible, that initial summary was made
QUESTIONS available. The Government intends to submit a final summary of the
project agreements to the Auditor-General in accordance with
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers 1o the Se?tlgrr% A:’a\ldé/iggjh?hztjtlgll(é([::tlrg?\lnectesaﬁr\]?sAr%(ghﬁgg by the National
following questions on the Notlce_Pa_per, as detalle_d in th%lectricity Code to provide access by all generators to the trans-
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed inpission network. The rules upon which access must be provided are
Hansard Nos 125, 126, 132, 143, 166, 181, 183, 186, 187set out in the Code. o _
199, 200 and 202; and | direct that the following answers to  Furthermore, the principles by which network charges are

; i ; it i indetermined are also set out in the Code.
questions without notice be distributed and printed in In other words, following an approach to ElectraNet SA by

Hansard National Power that its generating output be connected to the electri-
city transmission system, ElectraNet SA has no alternative but to
ARMOUR, Mr C. connect National Power to the electricity transmission system and
to charge out the costs of that connection in the manner set out in the
Inreply toMr FOLEY (4 August 1998). _ National Electricity Code.
_The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Treasurer has provided the follow- A submission has been made by ElectraNet SA to the Public
ing information: Works Committee on this matter:

_ Mr Clive Armour received a total of $329 171 when his contract  |n accordance with the National Electricity Code, it has been
with ETSA Corporation terminated (31 October 1998). This amountietermined that the new transmission line will have regulated status.
consisted of $265 000 which is the maximum payment for 12 monthaccordingly, the total cost of connection to the electricity transmis-
employment costs, $50 000 which was provided to compensate fefion, at $14 million, will be apportioned over time between:
loss of disability and death protection which would have been  Connection charges, at $5 million, for those assets that are used
available to Mr Armour from the Superannuation Fund had his  solely by National Power to connect its power station to the grid.
employment continued and $14 171 in outstanding leave entitlements Through Transmission Use of System charges for that portion of
that he was owed upon his departure from ETSA Corporation.  the connection that is shared and used by others, at $9 million.

_Mr Armour has preserved his superannuation benefit (as is higjs emphasised that there is no discretion for the State Government
right) and thus has not received a payout for superannuation accumigr act other than in accordance with the National Electricity Code.
lated during his tenure as Managing Director of ETSA Corporation.

POLICE, WORKCOVER CLAIMS
ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION
In reply toMs BEDFORD (11 March).
In reply toHon. M.D. RANN (18 February). The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The Focus 21 review, to
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Treasurer has provided the follow- which | referred on 11 March 1999, is an extensive review of
ing information: SAPOL organisation and operation. The review has resulted in
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significant changes to departmental organisation and policingsovernment wants to do everything it can to ensure that

strategy to date, and is continuing.

SAPOL is likely to experience fewer claims for workers
compensation in the current year (582 in 11 months) compared wi
648 recorded in 1997-98.

young people abstain from harmful drug use and to do
verything possible to get those already affected off drugs.
'e want to work with the community to raise awareness of

No estimate of premiums to insure SAPOL with WorkCover hasall the issues relating to drugs in order to prevent or reduce

been sought.
POLICE OFFICERS, SERVICE
In reply toMs BEDFORD (1 June).

The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | have been advised by the
South Australia Police that the only statistics recorded for th

average length of service for serving police officers are for the fol

lowing financial years:

1997 18 years 9 months
1993 17 years 2 months
1988 15 years 4 months

Statistics are not kept regarding the length of service of male an

female police officers.
PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. D.C. Brown)—

Regulations under the following Acts:
Adelaide Festival Centre Trust—Authorised Person
Development—Variation
Road Traffic Act—
Expiation Fees Variation
Hook Right Turns
Tobacco Products Regulation—Notices
South Australian Council on Reproductive Technology—
Report, 31 March 1999

By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon.
M.H. Armitage)—

Daylight Saving Act—Regulations—Commencement

By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. I.F.
Evans)—

Criminal Law (Forensic Procedures) Act—Regulations—
Qualified Persons
Office of Film and Literature Classification—
Guidelines for the Classification of Computer Games
Guidelines for the Classification of Films and Video-
tapes
Printed Matter Classification Guidelines
Rules of Court:
Magistrate Court—Magistrates Court Act—Forensic
Procedures
Supreme Court Rules—Supreme Court Act—
Documents Miscellaneous
First Schedule.

DRUGS BOOKLET

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.
Leave granted.

the harm that they cause.

This booklet can also help start the work by providing
people with the facts on drugs that they should know. The
material that it contains is based on health concerns rather
than legal or other issues. It does not condone the use of

Qllegal drugs. It does not point the finger at anyone. Instead,
itadopts an honest, open approach which will give us details

on drugs so that we can then deal with the issues when they
arise.

Honesty and openness are our two greatest weapons
Sgainst drugs, just as they are against the feeling of worthless-
ness, of depression, of just not being appreciated that leads
so many people to take drugs.

The booklet gives families practical information on many
issues relating to illegal drugs and on how to communicate
with their children on this difficult matter. We cannot put
drugs into the too-hard basket. After all, drugs affect us all.
Some families are touched directly. Other people feel the
impact through crime or the pressures placed on our health
services and police.

That is whyTalking About Drugss going to every South
Australian household. Yes, it concentrates on families and
building relationships between parents and children. It does
so because young people are the group in our society most at
risk from drugs. But at the same time it lays out the facts of
drug abuse. It puts drug abuse in perspective. It gives
information on what are the most commonly abused illegal
drugs and the level of their consumption. It gives us all this
so that we can have an intelligent, informed community
debate.

In my statement on this issue in March, | quoted from a
letter | received from a mother who had lost a son to heroin.
The letter stated:

Drug addiction is an illness but, unfortunately, due to the stigma
attached, the general public seem to believe that all addicts are scum
and belong in the gutter, not worthy of help.

I do not agree, Mr Speaker. Every human life is valuable, and
everyone at some time makes mistakes. We want to prevent
people from falling into the trap of drug addiction. If we
ignore the problem and stigmatise drug users as just junkies,
as worthless, then we are failing in our duty to our fellow
people.

Talking About Drugsims to remove some of the stigma.

It aims to tell the reality of that situation. It is then our job as
a Government, as a Parliament and as a community, to work
within the parameters of that reality to deal with the causes

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Each week at least one person of drug addiction and to reduce to an absolute minimum the
in this State dies because of drugs. If people are dyingarm that drug addiction causes to our society.

because of drugs, that means we should be talking about Back in March | said that we needed a strategy that is
drugs and what we can do to tackle the problem of drugs imomprehensive and that offers a number of potential solutions
this place, in our schools, in our homes and across thdealing with the beginning—preventing drug abuse in the
community. But we cannot talk about drugs. or at least taliirst place—and the end, the results of drug abuse. We are
about drugs in a sensible and informed way that will helpalready looking at piloting drug courts and working with the
save lives, if we do not have all the facts. Drug abuse is a@ommonwealth to tighten the net against drug smugglers.
emotive issue. Itis a sensitive issue. That is why itis anissue The Government and the Minister are also looking at
that needs to be put into perspective. allocating up to $300 000 to ‘life education’ programs in our
Today every household around the State will starischools to make young people more aware of the issues
receiving a copy of the bookléfalking About DrugsThe  surrounding drugs and drug abugalking about Drugss a
booklet is subtitledA Practical Guide to Reducing Harm crucial part of this first stage of preventing drug abuse. It will
from Drugs and that is exactly what it sets out to do. Thiscreate a community that can discuss drug abuse in an
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informed way. It will create a community that knows the factssubstantial costs in the community in the provision of health
and is not swayed by myth or prejudice. Most of all, it will services for those whose health has been affected by cigarette
create a community that knows that it has the power to makemoking. Of course, we have embarked on a program for
a difference and change our State for the better, and that widducation of people to encourage them away from smoking

be the best outcome of all. and to identify the health hazards involved. As to the question
whether the Government would join plaintiffs in a court
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE challenge, that is a matter that | will refer to the Attorney-

i General. The Attorney-General has already made significant
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): 1 bring up the one hundred and inquiries about the United States case, and as | understand it
second report of the committee, being the Annual Report fofeports have been prepared by the Government on circum-

1998, and move: stances relating to court cases in the United States, the detail

That the report be received. of which | do not have at my fingertips.

Motion carried. The Hon. Dean Brown: The Solicitor-General made a
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: special trip to North America to look at that.

That the report be printed. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As the Minister reminds me, the

Solicitor-General, at the request of the Attorney, in fact
visited the United States to look at circumstances pertaining
Mr LEWIS: 1 bring up the one hundred and third report to joint actions. As to action of the South Australian Govern-

of the committee on the Riverbank Precinct RedevelopMent, itwould be with caution that we would enter into any

ment—Adelaide Convention Centre—Interim Report, andegal proceedings, and there would have to be substantive
move: argument for us to pursue that course. However, | will refer

the question to the Attorney-General for a considered reply,
based on the report and on advice that, no doubt, the Attorney

Motion carried.

That the report be received.

Motion carried. will seek from the Solicitor-General.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | move:
That the report be printed. DRUGS

Motion carried.
' ! Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite):  Will the Premier

ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND inform the House of the range of State Government initiatives
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE set down to tackle the drugs issue?
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: As | have indicated in the
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | bring up the thirty-fourth  ministerial statement to the House, illicit drug use and drug
report of the committee, being the Annual Report 1997-98addiction is an issue that affects all South Australians, and the

and move: booklet is one way in which the Government is addressing
That the report be received. this important issue. In the last budget we announced a multi
Motion carried. million doIIa( strategy to hglp fight the war against drugs. We
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: have committed $4.6 million over the next two years to a

strategy that will focus on getting people out of the criminal

That the report be printed. justice system and into rehabilitation, educating our children

Motion carried. on the dangers of illicit drugs, providing support in a range
of ways for those who want to get themselves off drugs, and
QUESTION TIME developing programs to stop the spread of drugs within our
prisons.
TOBACCO LITIGATION As | have outlined to the House on a number of occasions,

one of the most important parts of any drug strategy is the

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My  diversion of addicts out of the criminal justice system. For a
guestion is to the Premier, given his statement about druggumber of years South Australia has been running a drug
and their consequences. Will the South Australian Governassessment and aid panel which has diversion as its core
ment join the proceedings or offer assistance to Soutbomponent. This will be expanded as part of the drug
Australian plaintiffs in the landmark class action in the strategy. However, this recent funding also includes funds for
Federal Court against major tobacco companies that, # Drug Court trial. That trial over the next year will undertake
successful, could resultin billions of dollars in compensatiora feasibility study into establishing a Drug Court program in
for victims, their families and to health authorities that haveSouth Australia which will include a component specifically
borne the financial cost of smoking related illnesses? focused on Aboriginal South Australians. What we see as a

On 27 May last year the Human Services Minister told thisvitally important aspect of the drug strategy is the education
House that tobacco smoking is a major public health issuef our young children about the dangers of drugs, and, of
responsible for 1 800 deaths in South Australia each yeacourse, the booklet to which | have referred today is a
including 30 per cent of all cancer deaths and 25 per cent afomponent of that.
all heart disease in South Australia. The Minister said that the Building on that, the police also will have a hotline for a
cost of tobacco related disease in South Australia has beelay, and that is on 4 August. The hotline has been put in
estimated at $750 million, comprising $50 million in direct place to encourage people to contact the police with
costs and $700 million in intangible costs. information on drug traffickers, in particular those involved

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | concur in the Minister for with heroin. This will include encouraging senior school
Health'’s view that smoking is a major impediment in societystudents involved by distributing in schools various promo-
and that it impacts on individuals. That translates into verytional fliers. People might say that we should not be encour-
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aging our children to become involved in this way. However,on the level of activity each night, beds are available for
we want to encourage our children to advise the police opeople to move into very quickly.
people associated within and around the education system The Flinders Medical Centre has been juggling its elective
who are trafficking. We want to weed from society thesesurgery with accident cases and it has been holding about 20
most contemptible people. beds free. In fact, we think that is too low, particularly at this
Mr Lewis: Some are not even people; they're animals. time of the year when you have the winter ills—and the
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: They are a contemptible group membgrfor Ellzabeth was reported in the press th|_s morning
who, in a most insidious way, are reaching out to the®S Saying that at this time of the year you get increased
vulnerable young people in society. We want to encouragé‘?t'v'ty, at acmdent-emergen.cy depar_tments beqause of the
people to take their heads out of the sand, so to speak, a¥nter ills. We have been as.kmg the Fllnder§ Medical Centre
realise that it is a problem that will not go away. We need td© |00k at how many beds it ensures remain vacant so that
tackle it in a number of different ways and, in a realisticthere is quicker transition from the accident-emergency
manner, provide a solution and do something about it. Thefépartment into the normal wards of the hospital.
is a socially responsible course of action to try to stop our A number of people have inferred, quite wrongly, that
children from being put in these situations in the first placePatients in the accident-emergency department are sitting
| trust that the initiative taken by the Commissioner of N€re without medical care. In fact, they have superb medical
Police for this 4 August hotline will enable us to identify care during that period. Specialist emergency doctors and

those who are involved in drug and organised crime to assi%?am.s tﬁf ntt;rses are pdresehnt ind arg?[ Ch‘?f':'hng ?‘n them.
our police in their efforts to stop the spread of drug traffick- nvariably, they aré under heart monitors It they have a

ing in our community and, in that respect, protect the healtfg@rdiac problem or on respirators if they have a breathing

and happiness of South Australians. The best way to dothQ{Oblem' so it is not as though they are not under close

is to get us moving away from this insidious drug trade in thiJnEd'CaII attention _durlng that period. It would be_ ideal to get
country. them from the accident-emergency department into the wards

faster than they are currently doing.
An honourable member interjecting:
FLINDERS MEDICAL CENTRE The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, that is right, and on

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to Monday night last week there were about 17 to 20 patients on

the Minister for Human Services. Why are patients in thebedS in the accident-emergency department waiting to get

Accident and Emergency Department of the Flinders Medic Eto \;vards. Ihfind thit (;Thmbher u_?alctcelptalialyt _highl_ a”flt"
Centre being required to wait up to 24 hours for a hospital erefore, we nave asked the hospital o look at juggling its

bed? Will a required reduction in expenditure of $5 million elective surgery to reduce the number of beds occupied by

this year at Flinders Medical Centre mean even fewer patierﬁleCtive surgery patients, particularly at this time of the_year,
services, and does the Minister agree with the Director of thénd 10 ensure tha:hmtore beds are vacant to deal with the
emergency section that this is unacceptable? emergency cases that come in.

. . | stress the fact that this is a well-known practice. Itis a
The Director of the Emergency Department a}t the Fl'nqerﬁifﬁcult task because there is demand in both areas, that is,
Medical Centre was reported today as saying that it i

unacceptable that this month more than 175 patients ha%lectlve surgery and accident-emergency, but Flinders is

waited more than 12 hours in the emergency section for 80k|ng at ensuring that it maintains an adequate number of

hospital bed, and one 88 year old woman is reported to havBEdS' This is the reason why we had the meeting which was

ited al 24 h inth hil bc,'?a‘dled by the Department of Human Services through
waited aimos ours in the emergency room, whilé Nearby, o sor Brendan Kearney last Tuesday morning: we had the
another elderly woman was on a makeshift bed in a corrido

: . F’neeting to ensure that the hospitals were, in fact, juggling
A document released by the Flinders Medical Centreective surgery beds with the accident-emergency beds. This
shows that t_he emergency section at the Flinders Medicgd why we made sure that appropriate procedures were put in
Centre admits 116 emergency patients per bed each ye@jace before ambulances could bypass one hospital and go
while the RAH admits 71 per bed, the Royal Brisbane 72 peppto the next. Last Monday night we found that, in fact,
bed and the Royal Perth 75 per bed. Why does Flinders nqinjor staff (including in the ambulance service) had author-
have more funds? ised ambulances to go past one hospital onto the Royal
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can talk about the Emer- Adelaide Hospital. It was not just public hospitals involved:
gency Department of the Flinders Medical Centre at firsthree private hospitals were involved as well. Now, it will
hand, because | was there last Tuesday night having a logkquire the senior chief operating officers within both the
at its operation. It is the second time | have been to thembulance service and the hospital involved—and we have
Accident and Emergency Department. | highlight the fact thataised this with the private hospitals, so they do it as wel—to
the Flinders Medical Centre tends to be somewhat unique igrant approval to allow an ambulance to bypass one hospital
that it has a very high level of accident admissions, and thab go to another hospital.
is because it is the main accident and emergency department | ast Monday night a number of hospitals were pulling out
that covers all the southern metropolitan area, whereas thgthout notifying the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Last Monday
Royal Adelaide Hospital, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital anghight was an exceptional night. Flinders Medical Centre said
the Lyell McEwin Health Service in the north cover thosethat it was one the busiest nights it had ever experienced.
areas. An extremely high number of people go in there.  Equally, the Royal Adelaide Hospital also said that it was one
One of the issues that we have asked the Flinders Medicaf the busiest nights it had experienced. | recognise there is
Centre to look at is the number of beds it holds vacant eacanormous pressure. On numerous occasions, | have talked in
day to deal with accident cases that come in each night. Th@is House about the demand. Let me give the figures in
Royal Adelaide Hospital, which | also visited on Tuesdayterms of the number of casualty patients coming—
night, likes to hold up to about 50 beds free. So, depending Ms Stevens interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Elizabeth for commenced a 12 month naltrexone program. The detoxifica-
continuing to interrupt. tion period is now completed, and we are now into that 12
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Let me give the figures that months cycle where they are on naltrexone. Itis too early to
show the explosion, almost, in that demand. In 1991-92talk about the results—we want to obtain the results before
361 000 non in-patients were going into our hospitals. Bytalking about them publicly—but it is a very important trial.
1997-98, that number had increased to 455 000—an increade fact, it is fair to say that it is the first really critical,
of almost 100 000, which is a very substantial increase ovewsbjective trial with naltrexone being carried out in the whole
those few years. That shows the sort of pressure that i&f Australia.
occurring, and it is occurring for a number of reasons. First, We are also working with general practitioners and other
itis winter. Secondly, we have an ageing population, and wgommunity organisations to look at how GPs, using their own
know that their chance of contracting winter illnesses isvarious methods, can put people with addiction through
increased substantially, particularly if they have respiratoryietoxification. One GP in particular in the southern suburbs
or cardiac problems. Thirdly, we know that in some areas ofs doing that superbly, indeed; he has tended to specialise in
the southern suburbs there are difficulties in obtaininghis area. | have sat down and talked to him, and in fact later
doctors’ services after hours. This issue, which | have raisethis week | am opening a special unit within a hospital at
with the Federal Minister, is being worked on in terms ofMcLaren Vale that will help to deal with the people involved
trying to improve the after-hours services of those GPs. Sand give them special treatment.
if, in fact, people can access a GP service after hours they These persons go through the detoxification process over
should do so, rather than go along to Noarlunga or Flinderg 24 hour period. They need then specialist support, and
Medical Centre: o preferably within a hospital environment, for a few subse-
Ms Stevens interjecting: quent days because that is the critical period. Unless these
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: They say that at Flinders it persons get that community support, they will be back mixing
will not make a huge difference but that at Noarlunga it will amongst their friends and colleagues who are taking heroin
make a very big difference indeed. At Noarlunga, they areand, once again, they will succumb to the addiction.
saying that up to 30 per cent are people who are coming to  ag | said, we are going through a series of programs, both
the emergency department who could otherwise be seeinggincrease the range of treatments available and to make sure
GP to deal with their .|Ilness. The interesting thing is thatnat 4 greater percentage of that 5 500 persons are actually
when | talked about this and putin place our new proceduregceiving the treatment. We are also working with pharma-

for Tuesday of last week, Tuesday night was a very quietjsts to ensure that methadone is more readily available for
night, indeed, at both the Flinders Medical Centre and théne methadone maintenance treatment.

Royal Adelaide Hospital. In fact, it was also interesting to see

that the rest of last week was somewnhat quieter than it hag,ne reatments; they find that after 24 hours they are
been in previous weeks. experiencing very severe withdrawal symptoms. Equally, as

. rl;lor\]/ve;]/er, we Iunderstz':(\nd the pr:essuresdand welarg W‘I’rk_'”g%lrt of that program, it is important to have as many pharma-
Vr\?t the ospltastodmr? e sure that ‘.Ner? (ra]quhatey ea:j W'(; ies readily available so that people are able to access a
those pressures and that we maintain the highest standard (o 5 cist as close as possible to where they live.

health care and treatment for those who need to access a Other programs are also involved. We are assessing the

hospital. outcomes of a number of research programs that are currently
DRUGS ynder_ way bothin Au§trali§1 and overseas. Another important
initiative we are taking is to make sure that where an

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): My question is directed to the overdose of heroin has occurred more effective treatment is

Minister for Human Services. What explicitly is the Govern- 2dministered by the ambulance officers.

ment doing to help drug addicts overcome and deal with their An education program has been in place with both the
problem of addiction? police and ambulance officers. The first and primary focus

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As we heard from the Ofthe police and ambulance officers must be to deal with the
Premier's statement earlier today, we have an unfortunateverdose rather than to deal with the criminal element. In
number of pe0p|e who die from heroin addiction and 0the|faCt, because of that fOCUS, itis regarded that South Australia
forms of drug addiction. In fact, about 10 per cent of all thehas had more satisfactory outcomes and probably a much
deaths in the 25-34 age group can be directly attributed tpwer level of death from persons overdosing with heroin
overdosing with heroin. That is a very high level, indeed, andhan is the case in some other States of Australia. Victoria,
as a Government we are concerned about this. in particular, has had a very high level of deaths from heroin

There are about 5 500 heroin addicts in South Australigoverdoses. I know that a number of other States are now
While about 16 000 people use heroin, about 5 500 of thoséooking at what is being done in South Australia in terms of
as | have said, have a dependency on heroin. Of those 5 5putting the concentratlon on harm minimisation for those who
about 2 000 are currently undertaking a methadone prograriave taken the heroin.

We are concerned to ensure that we try to increase the The Hon. M.H. Armitage: Hear, hear!

number of people who are on treatment, particularly those The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That program was initiated,
with addiction. We are also trying to ensure that we have &y the way, by my predecessor (the member for Adelaide).
greater range of treatments available. As | said, that work has been recognised around Australia as

As the House knows, we started a rather unique trial last very effective treatment indeed. We are also making sure
year—what we call the naltrexone trials—taking 100 peoplghat there is greater awareness in the community. In fact, the
at random and allocating them either to rapid detoxificatiorbooklet that has now been distributed by the Government
under anaesthetic or putting them through a normal detoxifiaround South Australia will help build that education program
cation program. In both cases, those people have nowo that people are aware and able to diagnose a case of heroin

Some people with addiction are not suited to the metha-
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overdose and to ensure that appropriate treatment is taken@s what we received last year, but | do not have the
quickly as possible. $42 million of extra reserve, plus the $7 million of the one-
The task is enormous. The cost of heroin addiction t@ff payment that the Federal Government made last year on
South Australia is somewhere between $100 million ancekarly signing of the Medicare agreement—even though
$300 million a year. It is important that our community, and‘early’ was fairly late. Therefore, there is about $49 million
particularly Government services, are able to respond in athat | had available last year which is not available for
effective and responsible way to recognise that there is spending this year.
problem. We will deal with that problem. We will not try to Therefore, within the health sector, we will have to make
make out that the problem does not exist. effective savings on activity levels, compared to what was
Heroin addiction within the community is significantly on actually done last year, by about $36 million. About
the increase. It concerns me that heroin is now so freel$6 million of that will come out of the country area, and
available. This increase is as a result of the increased use about $30 million will come out of the major hospitals of the
the needle exchange program, where there has been almasttropolitan area. | have indicated that therefore we will have
an explosion in terms of demand for clean needles. As to revert for this year, 1999-2000, to the budgeted activity
community we therefore have a responsibility both to educatkevel for 1998-99. That will mean that we will have to carry
people and to make sure that there is appropriate treatmeotit about 14 000 fewer elective procedures than we actually
for those who are addicted to the terrible and illegal drugcarried out last year, because we carried out substantially
heroin. more—about 14 000 more—than were budgeted for last year,
because of the extra money.
HEALTH BUDGET So, there will need to be a reduction in activity levels. We
] o are working through with the hospitals how to achieve this,
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human  pyt at the same time maintaining a high level of health care
Services tell the House what plans the Government has 9y the people involved. There is nothing new about this. |

implement the decision to reduce expenditure by $3 milliomaye been through it in much greater detail during the entire
each at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Lyell MCEwiryay of the Estimates Committee.

Health Service, and can he confirm that these cuts will mean “\js Stevens interjecting:
further reductions in patient services? , The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elizabeth

A member of the board of the North Western Adelaidesgy the first time.
Health Services has told the Opposition that, because of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We acknowledge that the
budget cuts, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has alreadyemand is very high within our public hospital system. It
deqlded not to open an extra 32 bed ward to take addltlonqleeps going up by about 4 per cent compound each year, and
patients during the winter months, and that proposals beinge acknowledge what we have is a very difficult task about

considered to meet the Government cuts include the closufg,y to manage the elective surgery, the emergency cases, and
of a further 32 bed ward at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, hathe outpatients—

a ward at the Lyell McEwin Hospital, the merging of the w15 Stevens interjecting:

intensive care and high dependency units, and cancellation The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elizabeth
of all outpatients at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital every,, ihe second time.

Wednesday. _ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —in the hospitals. We
_ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member sat 5cynowledge all of that. So, the honourable member has
right through the Estimates Committee when we talked aboyiseq nothing new than was raised previously. In fact, |

this in _considerable detail. | pointed out to the Estimatesfrank|y and openly talked about that during the Estimates
Committee— Comnmittee. | invite her or any other member who wants

Ms Stevens:Let's talk about it again. _ details to go back through thtansardpulls of that Estimates
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, she has just acknow- committee.

ledged that these are exactly the same issues that were talked

about all day during the Estimates Committee. Why has she DRUGS

raised them again here?
Ms Stevens:And I'll keep raising them. Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Can the Minister for Police
The SPEAKER: Order! outline how South Australia Police are targeting street level

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: When | raised them in the dealers of illicit drugs?
Estimates Committee, she did not respond. | do not wantto The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | thank the member
go back over the full day’s evidence before the Estimate$or Colton—
Committee. Members of the House and the public can read Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
that information, but | pointed out to the Estimates Commit- The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake will come
tee that because— to order.
Ms Stevens interjecting: The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Perhaps the member
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will explain to the House for Peake is not interested in this very serious matter, but the
what | explained to the Estimates Committee. Because we p@overnment is. For members to recall how important is this
unspent reserves that we were holding as additional expendssue of targeting street level dealers, they only have to think
ture over and above the budget last year, we were able @bout what happened in Victoria a few months ago when it
commit over $40 million of extra expenditure in the lastwas reported that more heroin users died than there were road
financial year— fatalities in Victoria.
Ms Stevens:With extra activity. Recently, | went out with police from Hindley Street in the
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —uwith extra activity. The Adelaide precinct on the night shift from midnight to dawn
budget money that we have received this year is an increased | was pleased to see the way in which police are working
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on an intelligence basis, together with surveillance andvho suffered three strokes and who has significant communi-
working closely with the business sector in the Adelaidecation problems was admitted to Modbury Hospital. With no
region. This is just one example of what police are doing irconsultation and without the authorisation of family members
combating the street level dealers of illicit drugs. In Octobemwho have guardianship over his health, arrangements were
last year SAPOL announced that it would set up a speciahade to transfer this man on 15 July to the Repatriation
operation to deal with this issue, because it was such a@eneral Hospital with the full knowledge that no beds were
important issue and one that was clearly growing not only iravailable. As a result of family intervention he was readmit-
South Australia but in all States in Australia. The operatiorted to Modbury. At 12.30 p.m. the following day the family
is known as Operation Mantle and | am pleased to see itwas advised that a bed was available at the Repatriation
results. Operation Mantle does not specifically target th&eneral Hospital and that he would be transferred.
Mr Bigs of this world, but it does target the street level drug At 6.30 p.m. that day the family attended the Repatriation
dealers. The operation has confirmed a link between thosgeneral Hospital, but the patient had not arrived: Modbury
involved in drug related offences and also other crimesdospital had forgotten to book an ambulance. The next day
which, again, backs up the Premier’s point that drug use anghe family received a message that he had been discharged
illicit drug trafficking will lead to crime issues. and was on his way to the Hampstead Hospital when, in fact,
Operation Mantle involves six teams in six different localhe had been sent to the Repatriation Hospital. | will be happy
service areas. It is a combination of working through both théo provide all details to any inquiry. | am concerned about
central area of crime investigation and drug and organisedow, if Modbury Hospital is prepared to treat my father in
crime with officers at the local area, whether it be on thethis manner, it will treat other elderly patients.
South Coast, out at Elizabeth or anywhere at all where we The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is now
have the new local service area set up. Members may recalarting to comment.
a recent announcement that Operation Mantle had made a The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can understand that the
major drug bust of street dealers involving areas from Holdeimonourable member would feel emotional and concerned if
Hill right across to Port Lincoln. Also, to reduce harm thather father had been dealt with in that matter. Certainly, if the
may otherwise be involved, Operation Mantle officers arehonourable member refers all the details to me, | will make
working with other agencies such as the Ambulance Servicgure that the matter is appropriately investigated, and by
Correctional Services and the Drug and Alcohol Servicesappropriately investigated’ | mean other than just by the
Council in establishing joint strategies to address thisospitals involved. As Minister for Human Services, | get a
particularly serious issue. number of cases where people have been inappropriately
The aims of Operation Mantle are: to reduce the impactreated. The first thing we insist is that there be an adequate
of illicit drug trafficking and related crime and to increase theand realistic investigation, that there be a full apology where
diversion and retention of illicit drug users and user dealershat is appropriate and that we change procedures where we
into rehabilitation and treatment programs. That is importantfind that in fact those procedures have broken down previous-
because it is not just about enforcement: we have to havelg or that appropriate procedures were not in place. | can
holistic and comprehensive strategy to combat the growth iassure the honourable member that we will do that in this
drugs. The officers involved are also disrupting the activitiecase as well.
of illicit drug markets at all levels. | would like to report to
the House that there has been enormous success with DRUGS, SCHOOLS
Operation Mantle, and | would also like to place on record ] ] ) )
my appreciation of the efforts of all the police officers  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):In line with the National
involved in this exercise. In fact, 86 people have beerchools Drugs Strategy, will the Minister for Education,
charged with possession of heroin and 77 for heroin dealingzhildren’s Services and Training say how the Government
60 for amphetamine possession and 35 for amphetamir@ progressing in achieving the goal of no illicit drugs in our
dealing; 251 for cannabis possession and 58 for cannab$§$hools?
dealing; and 26 for other drug possession and 12 for dealing The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: lItis sad to admit that drugs,
in other drugs. That covers a period extending from Octobe#lcohol and substance abuse have long been a part of our
last year to May this year. community. Often, we are confronted daily with evidence of
Also, the operation has led to the recovery of hundreds dihose behaviours, whether it be substance abuse, alcohol
thousands of dollars in both cash and stolen property. Asabuse or harder drugs. Our schoolchildren are notimmune to
said earlier, SAPOL is not only looking at Operation MantleWitnessing those behaviours, be it in public or, at times, even
from the point of view of the street trade but is also clearlywithin their own families. Drug abuse is not just a problem
focusing on the Mr Bigs. Good work has been done in thafor the nation, but it is a challenge for tomorrow’s leaders,
area as well through the Drug and Organised Crime InvestiPecause it is imperative that parents, local communities and
gation Branch, and a specific operation is occurring there ggovernments deliver the same positive message: that young
well. | am very pleased with the efforts of police when it People must have the necessary skills and knowledge about
comes to enforcement, and | encourage the community t@rugs to make appropriate and informed choices regarding
assist the police by letting them know when they see peopi#heir personal safety, because those strategies will go some

trafficking in drugs. way to ensuring that young people get the message about
drugs in our society.
MODBURY HOSPITAL To meet the challenge and to keep our school communities

aware, my department has been working hand in hand with
Ms RANKINE (Wright): Will the Minister for Human  schools to develop local guidelines which are well known to
Services initiate an independent investigation and provide students, parents and staff. It is one area where school
report to the House into the treatment of elderly patients atouncils, in particular, in developing drug strategies within
Modbury Hospital? On Monday 12 July a 79-year-old manthe school, can play a very important role in what will be the
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code of behaviour for that particular school by working handaway and told to go home and dial 000 if her condition
in hand with its principal and staff. deteriorated.

The department’s web site also provides useful informa- The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As we all know, the Premier
tion, but the key features of the Government’s comprehensivand State and Territory leaders met last Friday and discussed
schools drugs strategy include the following: the use othe health issue and the problems with health care around the
explicit drug education teaching from years reception tovhole of Australia. It has been a matter of some considerable
12 and drug education teaching via health and physicaliscussion. As the honourable member knows, it is an issue
education learning; developing consistent policies andhave talked about widely for about two years. Itis time that
practices, with $400 000 of funding recently approved byAustralia had a major, intelligent debate about the whole
Cabinet to provide staff to support schools; and establishingtructure of its health care. | delivered a speech to the national
new, on-site response teams to better deal with drug relatdwealth summit, which | called th&tanic speech. | called it
incidents and to provide professional development to schodhat because, of course, with tA&anic there were not
staff to assist students in relation to information about drugsenough life boats to go around. | highlighted that, as Australia
the legal aspects of the same and availability of suppoftad an ageing population, so the demand on our public
services. hospital system was increasing. Equally the drop out from

It is also where life education has played a particularlyprivate health insurance was putting additional pressure on
good role in administering information to students fromour public hospital system.
reception through to year 12 in terms of what substance abuse In recognition of this and understanding that the long-term
will do to their bodies and in terms of the choices that youngstructure of health care lies with the Federal Government, the
people have in recognising or deciding whether or not theyptate Premiers and Territory leaders met last Friday and
will get involved in drug abuse. Most importantly, though, considered a number of key issues. In particular, they were
this strategy recognises that schools cannot tackle theoking at long-term solutions and have therefore asked for
problems alone and that the wider community must also taka full inquiry by the Productivity Commission, an appropriate
some responsibility. This can be done by clarifying the rolething to do. | have pointed out that a number of short-term
of other Government and non-government organisations iateps can be taken, and | urge that the Federal Government
drug education. In addition, my department is working withlook at those. The first and one of the most important is to
the Catholic and the independent school sectors. eliminate the gap for those people with private insurance who

It is particularly important to note that the level of go into a hospital and have to pay three times. They pay their
collaboration among the three sectors has been excellent, aptivate insurance premiums—
we are putting forward a request for proposal to the Ms Stevens interjecting:

Commonwealth Government looking for funds from the ~The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth is
Commonwealth, as well. Through MCEETYA, which is the warned for the third and last time.

national meeting of education Ministers, the department will The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —they pay the Medicare
contribute to a national framework for the better handling oflevy and they then have to pay a gap. | believe that this issue
drug related incidents at schools and, through that same bodyas caused many people with private insurance to go to a
the report will be the subject of national satellite broadcastgublic hospital as a public patient. If that gap were eliminat-
to principals, school counsellors and other members of thed, it would have a huge impact on the number of people with
school community. private insurance going into private hospitals. We estimate

We cannot place enough importance on this issue. | workhat in the Women's and Children’s Hospital up to
with a drop in centre within my local electorate and was there25 per cent of all births involve women with private insurance
one night when a young fellow came in and said that higvho go in as public patients because they know that it will be
17 year old mate had just died from a drug overdose. It wa$1 000 cheaper. It was reported to me by one of the TV crews
particularly touching, because this young fellow accepted thd@st week that, in the case of a colleague of theirs who had
that was a part of life. He did not express a great deal oprivate insurance and had gone into hospital as a private
emotion. It was just a matter of his mate having died of aPatient, complications occurred during the premature birth
drug overdose and life moving on. It is an aspect we reallyand the person concerned was asked to pay a gap involving
must address within our schools to make young people awagecounts amounting to $20 000. As a result, there was a
of the dangers of drugs and aware that they have a life to leaglispute with the private health insurance company involved.

one that can be excellent in terms of their potential. | understand that that situation was resolved—and
probably resolved by a generous public hospital helping out
HEALTH BUDGET the person—but it highlights the enormous problems

occurring because of the gap payment that is required. That
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to matter is entirely in the hands of the Federal Government,
the Minister for Human services. Given that the proposedogether with the AMA and the private health insurance
inquiry by the Productivity Commission into health funding companies. They could move to eliminate that gap, as some
would take 18 months to report, what action is now beingcompanies such as Mutual Community have already done.
taken by the Minister to ensure that the crisis at our major In fact, | am pleased to say that | am opening a conference
hospitals that resulted in the Minister's announcing thgéomorrow morning, and | am meeting this afternoon with a
cancellation of elective surgery does not occur again, and wifprivate insurance company to talk about how that gap can be
the Minister give this House a guarantee that people urgentlgliminated. | am pleased to see that a number of private
requiring hospitalisation will not be denied access? Orinsurance companies are moving towards that. Mutual
Monday 19 July 1999, the Repatriation Hospital closed itsCommunity has Easy Pay, and | think we have a higher
doors for the first time in 57 years, and one 79 year oldercentage of people in South Australia than in other States
woman, who said she felt desperately ill and whose specialisif Australia who are now able to access a hospital with either
wanted her admitted immediately for assessment, was turnew gap at all or a fixed figure in terms of what they would
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have to pay if they went in as a private patient. That is an The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, the Hon. Mike Rann
important issue on which the Federal Government can mowwas there, too.

much sooner than the Productivity Commission’s inquiry ~ An honourable member interjecting:

report being handed down. The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: And too many others to

There are a number of other measures involved, one beintame. Those who attended will know that the Youth Parlia-
the maintenance of coordinated care—in fact, the expansiament has always had an interest in drugs. | would like to
of coordinated care. We are finding that, particularly on Eyreplace on the record the following: in 1996 the Youth Parlia-
Peninsula, we are reducing hospitalisation by up tonent dealt with its Youth Drug Control Act; in 1997, the
25 per cent for those participants involved in the coordinatedieroin Regulation Act; in 1998, the Cannabis Industrial
care trials. The funding for existing trials finishes at the endHorticultural Uses Act; and, in 1999, the Drug Education and
of December this year, but we moving with the FederaExpulsion Powers in Schools Act. So, the Youth Parliament
Government and providing some funding to ensure that thelpas clearly each year demonstrated that young people are, in
are extended, which | would like to see happen. fact, interested in a solution to the drug problem.

The honourable member asked what measures would be | intend to take this publication to Youth Plus (the new
taken in between to relieve some of the pressure. They afginisterial advisory committee) and to ask its members what
some of the measures we are taking. We are also looking &enstructive input they can make on behalf of young people,
a number of other issues in terms of giving patients moravhat we can all do as a Parliament on behalf of young people
information about the illnesses from which they are sufferingo in fact help—
and the treatment options available. We are making sure that Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
we put more money and effort into preventive health, The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: I|thank the member opposite.
particularly for people with chronic illnesses, so that they ardde reminds me of a quote from Banjo Paterson: ‘Their eyes
able to stay out of hospital. We were the first State irwere dull, their heads were flat, they had no brains at all.’ |
Australia to have a flu vaccination program for people 70did not realise that that poet, so long dead, knew the honour-
years of age and over. So, this Government has done mogdle member.
than any other in terms of preventive health and in putting An honourable member: He was a visionary!
screening and vaccination programs in place with a view to The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: My colleague remarks that
keeping people out of the public hospital system—and wéae was indeed a visionary.

will be maintaining those pressures. The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will come back to
the reply.
CRIME PREVENTION The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: As | said, itis easy for some

sections of society to point the finger at young people and, in

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Does the Minister for Youth asense, say that it is their problem. As the Premier has rightly
believe that young people can be part of the solution irsaid, it is a problem for us all. The Youth Parliament has

tackling the war against crime? repeatedly said that young people in this State want more of
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: On behalf of all South a say: they want to take more responsibility for their own

Australians, especially the young people of South Australialjves. The initiative of Youth Plus will see that that happens.

I commend the Premier on the publication, which— | think that this initiative of the Premier will give them a
Members interjecting: focus to assist this Government, all the Ministers on the front
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: Well, members opposite— bench and, | would hope, this entire Parliament, to engage in
Mr Foley: You start every answer like that. a constru_ctlve.debate about what is, after all, one of society’s
The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: —can laugh but on this side most serious issues, and a debate that can be undertaken in

of the House we believe that we are giving credit where it i Mature way and in a way that will allow young people to
due—even to the Opposition when occasionally it comes u ork with us for the betterme_nt_ of this State and, more
with a good idea. They were in government for over a decad portantly, for their own benefit in the years ahead.
and did nothing about this problem. The fact is that this HEALTH BUDGET
Government has done something about this problem, and
young people will _a_pplaud what is being done to address it, s STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to
even if the Opposition does not. ~ the Premier. Given the statements by the Minister for Human
Youth want to be part of the solution. The Premier pointedservices that this year's budget would cut $6 million from
out that young people are those most at risk. It is also true tgountry hospitals and $30 million from metropolitan hospitals
say that, among certain adults, there is a bit of a tendency & a time when other States have made substantial increases
point the finger and say, ‘Well, it is their problem,” and, by to health funding, was the Federal Health Minister right when
implying that it is their problem, that they are also the onese said that the Olsen Government had only itself to blame
who should sort it out. As the Premier said, it is not just theilfor the severe problems being experienced in our public
problem; it is a problem for us all. Drugs touch the lives ofhospitals?
every South Australian: they are not a respecter of house, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The honourable member usually
suburb or income level. They touch every strata of oufgets it wrong and the inference contained in her question
society, and they have even reached some who havetgday is again wrong. The honourable member needs only to
member of Parliament as a relation. It is a profound problemspeak to the Ministers for Health in Queensland, New South
and youth want to be part of the solution to it. Wales and Tasmania, or the respective Labor Premiers in
I know that the Hon. Frances Bedford and the Honthose three States, and she might get somewhere near the
Mr Lewis were among some members who attended thguth of the matter. The fact is that there is no State or
Youth Parliament. Those who did not— Territory that is not under some significant pressure in
An honourable member interjecting: relation to the provision of health services.
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It will be unsustainable pressure in the course of the nextnsure that this matter will be addressed in a constructive
three to five years and that is why constructively andway.
unanimously the Premiers and Chief Ministers met last We have asked the Commonwealth Government to put in
Friday (after a paper was prepared by the Queensland Labpface a Productivity Commission and, given that the Prime
Government with the support of the Victorian Liberal Minister has put such significant store on the Productivity
Government) to present a case to the CommonwealtGommission’s—

Government. Why? Because every State and Territory is Ms Stevens interjecting:

experiencing exactly the same type of difficulty and problem.  The SPEAKER: Order! | name the member for Elizabeth

If the honourable member looks back at the transcripts anghr continuing to interrupt the House when she has been
news reports of the Bannon era, she will find reports irbrought to order on numerous occasions. Does the honourable
relation to health services exactly the same as the reports wigember wish to be heard in explanation?

are seeing into health services now—the same sort of pms STEVENS: | would like to be heard. | found the
headlines, the same sort of stories. Premier’s last retort to me across the Chamber—

I suggest that if the honourable member does a little bitof The SPEAKER: Order! That is not the point of the
homework she will ascertain the facts of the matter. Thejebate. The honourable member's argument is with the Chair
member for Elizabeth, instead of carping, criticising.for continually flouting the authority of the Chair, for
opposing and being negative about everything she says, oudf§ntinuing to ignore the Chair when she has been brought to
to look at some policy options for the future. | understand thagrder on many occasions. The Chair is not interested in the
if your State council keeps your extra 2 000 people you mighpolitical debate that has occurred across the Chamber, but
get some infusion of new policy ideas into the Labor Partyyather the authority of the Chair and the Chair's ability to
Might well that happen because we do not see many polic¥ontrol the House. The honourable member’s explanation is

ideas floating across from this Opposition. to describe why she chose to ignore the Chair continuously.
Members interjecting: Ms STEVENS: Sir, | understand and respect your
The SPEAKER: Order! position, but | must say that some of the tenor of the com-
The Hon. R.B. Such interjecting: ments from the Premier in particular—
The SPEAKER: The member for Fisher will come to The SPEAKER: Order! That has nothing to do with the
order. debate. The debate is between the honourable member and

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, you do have difficulty the Chair and why the honourable member continued to
getting ideas from people who are not with us any more. ignore the Chair when it continually brought the honourable

Members interjecting: member to order.
The SPEAKER: Order! Mr Venning interjecting:
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Schubert.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am glad | heard the Leader of . MS STEVENS: I apologise, Sir, if it seemed that | was
the Opposition. | have not heard much from him in the pastgnoring your rulings. I must say that | was very disturbed by
two weeks; he has been a little invisible, but I think | canthe sort of personal comments directed at me from the
understand why. But | return to the question from the membefemier, in particular; hence—
for Elizabeth: we are attempting to look constructively atthe ~Mr Atkinson interjecting:
future and to take some steps that address the cause of theThe SPEAKER: Order!
problem and not the symptoms. The honourable member, in Ms STEVENS: —I did not follow your ruling and |
every one of her questions today, has tried to address ttapologise for that.
symptoms which, in a policy sense, since they do not address The SPEAKER: The Chair has noted that today the
the cause of the problem will therefore achieve no solutioehaviour in the Chamber has not been too bad; in fact, it has
in the longer term. been quite reasonable. The member for Elizabeth is not a bad

The Premiers and Chief Ministers agreed that, in theffender in the eyes of the Chair. | will let this particular
future, the present problems will continue to compound ang@ccasion be a very strong warning to the honourable member
exacerbate. We want to take some corrective action, in #hat she cannot continue this scatter gun interjection across
policy sense, that will require engagement with the Commonthe Chamber, albeit on a quiet level, and think that she will
wealth Government. State and Territory Governments cannéontinue to get away with it. The honourable member should
unilaterally make these decisions and address the cause of ftae this as a warning today. | accept the honourable
issue: it must be with the engagement of the Commonwealtfember’s apology but it will not be accepted in the future.
Government. That is why, unanimously, the Premiers and The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The purpose of the Productivity
Chief Ministers—and three colleagues of the honourabl€ommission is to enable a range of interest groups to
member opposite sit around that table currently—have agreadake a—
that the Productivity Commission ought to prepare a report. Mr Atkinson interjecting:

That will enable the Governments of Australia (State and The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Spence.
Federal) to put their case before the Productivity Commis- The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —presentation to the Productivi-
sion. It will provide an opportunity to hospital administrators, ty Commission. It is an opportunity to engage the Common-
health professionals and health funds. In other words, ivealth Government. In recent times the Commonwealth
would open up an opportunity to all those who have a viewGovernment, in particular the Prime Minister, has given great
in identifying the cause of the current situation to provide astore to a Productivity Commission report in relation to
solution to these problems that all Governments and Territogambling. The Leaders of the respective States and Territor-
ies are facing. | know the honourable member will not beies therefore took the view that this would be an opportune
making a submission because she does not have a solutiontay in which we could (in not a Commonwealth versus State
anything. We need to go beyond being so superficial t@nd necessarily only a Commonwealth funding versus State
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situation) look at a range of issues in relation to healthelderly parents, either. This Government must ensure that the
services in this country. needs of elderly patients—of any patients—are the highest
Some of the examples put forward at the Premierspriority of this and every other hospital. Their priority must
meeting, in terms of some State’s attempts to address specifiot be allowed to be shunting them out just to balance their
issues and how they had been thwarted by some of the healtwoks. | do not accept the disregard shown to my family
professionals in those States, certainly led me to have sonwghose over-riding concern is the well-being of our loved one.
degree of real concern. It is proposed that the Productivity do not accept other families being disregarded in such a
Commission would take about 12 months to release its drafnanner. They have an absolute right to be consulted and
report and within six months (18 months from now) have theadvised about what is happening.
final report prepared. Itis a genuine attempt by the respective This Government must ensure the rights of families and
States and Territories to address the issue of health and see that they are properly consulted about the treatment of
create out of that a long-term policy solution that does fix theheir parents and their grandparents. Imagine my dismay,
health services in this nation to meet the needs of Australiansfter trying for two days to speak to a doctor about my
The bottom line is that all Governments want to servicefather’s treatment, on walking into his ward only to find
the health needs of Australians. That is the purpose of theomeone else in his bed. Like | said, after two days | was
Productivity Commission request; it was the purpose of thépoken to by an intern. | could not contact the doctor who
meeting of the Premiers; and it has certainly been the purpogeas responsible for his care. | found my father in the
of the Health Ministers from the respective States champiordischarge lounge—which is an empty ward with a couple of
ing the cause of change to ensure that we have a healghairs in it—in his pyjamas and slippers, with no blanket and
service and system in this country that meet the needs @fvo brown paper bags containing his belongings.
every Australian in the future. As | said, | tried to get information from the doctor
responsible and, despite two large notes being pinned on his
case notes, that contact was not forthcoming. This doctor was
involved in the decision to transfer my father, as | understand,
and | do not want to hear a response back that junior medical
staff or nurses are responsible for this instance. In contrast,
GRIEVANCE DEBATE when my father attended the Repatriation Hospital finally on
Saturday afternoon, a two minute call from the doctor
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the immediately followed his consultation with my father, and |
House note grievances. want to register my appreciation to that hospital for their care.
) ) ) The reason given for his transfer was that he would need
Ms RANKINE (Wright): ~ This afternoon | briefly g pe in hospital for another week. He arrived on Saturday
outlined in a question to the Minister for Human Services theyfternoon at the Repatriation Hospital and was discharged
circumstances surroundmg my father’s hospltahs_atlon iMonday. What happens to elderly patients who do not have
Modbury Hospital. I would like to take the opportunity Nnow cjose family members or people who can advocate on their

to expand on some of my concerns in relation to this matteenalf? | hate to think where my father would have ended up
which | believe raises a series of very serious questions. it it had not been for me and my sister.

I want to know why Modbury Hospital was prepared to
take an elderly man from his hospital bed and late in the day Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to talk on a
transfer him to a hospital knowing full well he would matter that was brought to the public’s attention this morning
probably have to sit and wait all night for a bed. | cannotin the Advertiserunder the heading ‘Forces in firing line’. It
imagine that this could happen in any of our other publicdeals with what | consider to be a most important issue: that
hospitals. This did not happen because his family hagk, the conditions of service for the men and women of the
requested the transfer, and clearly it was not about his healhustralian Defence Force. Thidvertiserarticle, together
needs or his welfare. | believe it was because the hospital wagith subsequent information | have obtained from the
aware that he was a TPI pensioner, a gold health card holdeglevant Minister’s office, indicates that, through taxation
and the hospital simply wanted him off their books. Theychanges planned by Federal Treasury, there is to be fringe
wanted to transfer the cost, irrespective of the impact it wouldhenefit tax reform under the ‘pay as you go’ new tax system.
have on him. These changes to fringe benefits tax will require income tests

But this is not just about my father. | do not expect him tofor surcharges and Government benefits by requiring
get any better or any worse treatment in a public hospitaémployers from the 1999-2000 FBT year of income to
because of my position. This is about every elderly patient indentify on group certificates the grossed up taxable value of
the north-east who is reliant on the Modbury Hospital foran employee’s fringe benefits, where the taxable value for
their health care. Like so many older Australians, my fathebenefits exceeds $1 000.
served in the armed services during the Second World War. As the Advertiserarticle pointed out this morning, this
He now lives with the legacy of that service and daily battlednitiative is at risk of imposing upon members of the Aust-
with the health problems that are a direct result of it. Heralian Defence Force quite a significant new burden to their
deserves better, and so does every other elderly patient wipersonal finances. Members of the Defence Force, by virtue
accesses the public health system in this State. They haweétheir service, receive a number of benefits on top of their
paid their dues, and it is the responsibility of this Governmenannual salary. These benefits include such things as provision
to ensure that they are provided with quality health care. of married quarters or a temporary rental allowance, as the

The circumstances surrounding my father's stay incase may be, a living out allowance, cost of removal from one
Modbury Hospital are appalling. This man is precious to hishome to another when the service posts them from one State
family. | do not accept the treatment he received, and | do ndb another (something that occurs fairly regularly in service
expect anyone else to be subjected to this treatment of thdife, usually on a two year rotation), home loans at a favour-
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able interest rate and compensation for loss in the value of‘Sheldon’, who obviously stole the show when he walked
home if required to sell due to postings forced upon servicento the stage. The cast was held together by the outstanding
personnel by the service. performance of the person in the lead role, Kate Breuer. | am
There is a range of other small benefits, not very valuable/ery impressed with her ability and | can only wish her well
but benefits which are important to the average man anuh the future. It was a great night's entertainment. The
woman in the Australian Defence Force. It appears that atommunity was there but there were only two performances,
these will be assessed for purposes of fringe benefits tax ahdinderstand. It was an absolute thrill to meet the President,
that, as a consequence, a range of entitlements that servictewart Payne; the Secretary, Glenise Smith; the Vice-
men and women presently have available to them may beresident, Ann Clapp; and the Treasurer, David Clapp.
diminished. The Armed Forces Federation has described The effort that went into this production reflects what we

these changes as astonishing. In my view, that is simply beingaw at the end of the day. The Stage Director, Robyn Payne,

generous. These changes, if tAelvertiser article this  did a superb job and everyone involved is to be commended.

morning is correct, will be plain stupid. | left Whyalla thinking how good it is to see a community
Members of this core of service in the Australian Defenceworking together like that. | cannot imagine how many nights

Force are not just employees; they are not just wage earneist. rehearsal went into it but it was an absolutely outstanding
they are serving the country. They are defending the countrgyccess.

Itis not just a job. They have a condition in their contract of  the other recent production | attended was that of

employment that says, ‘If called upon by your employer, yougjahoma which was put on by the Marie Clark Singers,
will give up your life for your country.’ | know from personal ‘who would be well known to people of the north-eastern

experience while commanding a peace-keeping force g, rps. The Marie Clark Singers work hard in many areas
Egypt that, in one year alone, about 20 per cent of the marn:?f7 the community and provide entertainment in nursing

members of the group | had under my command experiencefhmes and the like. They are also involved in Australia Day
marriage difficulties leading to separation and in one casggremonies. This was a particularly ambitious production
divorce. The}t is fgirly consistent with overseas service O@though, from looking at their program, | see that they do
peace-keeping missions. They move from year to year, angiis quite often. | was very impressed with their production,
the families must endure considerable hardship. . the commitment of the players and the amount of effort that
_ Members hired in country areas where the cost of livingyent in generally. The costumes were outstanding and they
is relatively inexpensive may find themselves posted to places,q 5 tremendous orchestra working very hard under the able

like the centre of Sydney or Melbourne where rental anqgadership of a female conductor whose name momentarily
living costs are extraordinary. They cannot afford it. Theyescapes me, but it was a very good orchestra.

cannot afford to pay the exorbitant rental and living costs in The importance of these productions is reflected in the

tmhtua;e hF:\?g if)rt: 2 };ﬁ foc:cr;:gg oLrerl)r?wr(])ég(tairgnbayrrth? Seer:]\gﬁfssmgré%ﬁdience that they attract. Many people attended the matinee
g hich | attended, and the auditorium was almost filled. These

In South Australia we have hundreds of submariners, Ai eople were mostly over their 50s and looking for live
Force and Army personnel who now risk incurring IOenaItyJOnter‘[ainment that is not full of violence and swearing. While

if they are a non-custodial parent. They may lose child-car ere are many favourite musicaBklahomas one that they
assistance or other benefits, such as disability pensions f viously enjoyed greatly on the day, as they were singing

dependants and remote location allowances, because of thi . X .
silly measure. along and tapping their feet. Everyone was having a thor-
Fair go! These people are special. These are good your%lghly good t'm?' .
people working to defend us. This is not just a job for them: _1heatre and live theatre are very important because the
this is service to the Australian Army, Navy and Air Force. &/tS unite communities. People work hard on their produc-
If that is the way we are going to treat them, we will get whattions; it is @ community effort and everyone is a winner in
we deserve. It is not too late to change what is occurring?ometh'”g like this. We have musicians and actors encour-
Minister Scott can do this, and | commend him to the task.29€d, and | must admit that, as | see each production, each
person has grown remarkably in his or her ability to project
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Today, | want to talk about live  their voice and hone their stage craft.
theatre, particularly community productions. It has been my The Marie Clark Singers put on a couple of productions
great pleasure recently to attend two productions, one in theach year, and | notice one of the next ones is going to be a
regional area of Whyalla and another involving a local grougotally Australian venture. | am looking forward to seeing it,
from my area with the production in the Union Theatre at theas | understand that it is an original production. The commit-
University of Adelaide. | would like to talk about each ment of these people throughout the north-eastern area is
production. absolutely outstanding. There is not much more that | can
In the regional area, the Whyalla Players put on asay, exceptthat | thoroughly recommend that members attend
production ofAnnieand, through my association with the the last couple of performances at the Union Theatre,
member for Giles, | went to Whyalla to attend the play andUniversity of Adelaide, if they are able to do so. Itis a really
was thoroughly impressed with the professionalism of thegood day’s entertainment.
cast and crew and the community involvement in the
production. Itis a great night's theatre to watch live produc- Mr VENNING (Schubert): | wish to share with the
tions, especially with live bands and orchestras. The musiHouse a concern of mine. On Thursday 10 June | was Acting
cians in the orchestra looked particularly young, and théeputy Speaker during the ETSA leasing debate. | was totally
orchestra is to be commended on its professional presentatifmustrated because | heard the worst speech | have had the
of the music forAnnie displeasure of hearing and, being in the Chair, | was unable
The cast was exceptional, with over 30 people beindo vent my displeasure. However, | do so now. The speech
involved, ably assisted by a golden retriever namedvas delivered by the member for Peake, Mr Tom Koutsan-
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tonis, and it is recorded at page 1717 M&nsard for  think he has every reason to be proud of his and Julie’'s
members’ perusal. achievements.

The member for Peake delivered the most personal attack John Olsen has, and always has had, my support, and his
I have ever heard on a member of this House—indeed, on orleadership is appreciated by our Party and his support within
of its most honourable members—namely, my Leader anthe Party has never been better. | acknowledge that the
our State Premier, the Hon. John Olsen. | have known Johmember for Peake apologised for his speech shortly after
Olsen probably longer than any other member in this placenaking it, but | remind him that his words are on the record
and, to hear him referred to in the course of such disparaginand, if | am allowed to give a younger member any advice,
and untrue remarks infuriated me. To hear the Hon. Johitis that you have to temper that anger because to readers for
Olsen referred to as a ‘failed used car salesman’ is a slur naever on, the mood is lost but the words are not. | think, and
only on Mr Olsen but also on used car salesmen. To say th&ahope, that the member regrets his outburst, and | hope he
he ‘failed in that regard and he has failed as Premier’ is &as learnt from it.
comment | cannot let go unanswered.

| then asked the member for Peake to cool down, but he Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | rise today to draw
continued. Itis obvious that the member lacks a mentor in higttention to the lack of rehabilitation facilities in the south and
parliamentary ranks. | am sure that if the Hon. Hugh Hudsorto the distress caused to families when Options Coordination
the Hon. John Bannon or the Hon. Don Hopgood were in thés unable because of its limited funding to deliver the service
House they would never have allowed a new chum of their§ promised to people with disabilities and their families.
to deliver such a personally abusive speech. Today, | want to recount the story of Graham Jones and his

Many members in this place get pretty steamed up, but wparents, Roy and Meryl. This is not quite their names, but it
do not reflect on members’ pasts or their person: it is one oivill serve my purposes. | do so because Roy and Meryl came
the few rules of this place that is generally adhered to. For tht®d me absolutely distressed about the future their son faces
record and for the member’s benefit | state that | have knowand about their ability to care for him as they grow older
John Olsen ever since | was 16 years of age, and we akecause his problems may get worse: they dread the thought
almost the same age. | was there on that day in January 1964 what will happen to Graham when they die. Mr Deputy
when John’s father, Stan, died at the wheel of the familySpeaker, | am sure that you know that that scenario is not
speed boat, with John, who was then only 18 years of age, ahusual: it is felt too often by senior members of our
his side. community, and it causes great and unnecessary distress to

John had been working in the Savings Bank for some threthem, their relatives and supporters.
years and, on his father’s untimely death, John went hometo The story of Graham Jones is different from most that |
Kadina to run the family business of J.R. Olsen & Sons andhear. Graham is now 41. He became an invalid at the age of
also to support the family. J.R. Olsen & Sons was a veng9 when he had a stroke. Before his stroke, Graham was an
reputable and valued business in the Mid North of Soutlactive worker, a skilled worker, at Mitsubishi. He was used
Australia at Kadina. | should know, because we had dealingto being able, if he wanted, to work seven days a week. As
with them, as did so many other farmers in our communitya result of the stroke, Graham has been left with considerable
and in the communities of other towns in the Mid North andresidual disabilities, including paralysis on one side and
indeed across the State. blindness on the other, which makes things even more

This family business had the excellence franchises ofomplicated. One of the first things Roy and Meryl talked to
Chrysler, Dodge, Mopar Group, Rootes Group, Case Tractorge about was the fact that what happens with strokes is not
and, later, Mitsubishi. The family also had Mobil franchisesnow really understood in the community. You hear about
and owned Kadina Radiators. It employed many loyal locagreat tennis players having a stroke and vowing to play tennis
people and some are still there, even though the business wagain. Roy and Meryl think that Graham will never play
sold four years ago. tennis again, that people do not understand just how severe

The name ‘Olsen’ is well respected in the region, and théhe residual from a stroke can be, particularly in a relatively
business continues under the Olsen name. Yes, John sold ngaung person; and there is the fact that there are so few
cars and, therefore, he sold second-hand cars, too. Howeveghabilitation facilities for such a young person.
he also sold tractors, trucks and a whole host of farm Graham spent eight months in Julia Farr, and during that
merchandise. He was very respected in business and in thieme he had access to occupational therapy, although during
rural community. their constant visits his parents did notice that there seemed

John was the State President of the South Australian Ruréd be less and less available in Julia Farr as time went on
Youth Movement and was elected town Mayor in 1974, thebecause of restrictions there. Graham was discharged with an
youngest person to have held that office. Later, after holdinglectric wheelchair to his home, his partner and their children;
many key local and State positions, he was asked to stand fopwever, the family was not able to function given the
the presidency of the Liberal Party in South Australia. complexity of caring for a father who no longer had the role

My father, Howard Venning, knew the capacity andthat he had previously. The family collapsed, and Graham
integrity of this high achieving young man and retired in 1979was found accommodation in a Housing Trust unit.
to allow John to enter this place as the member for Rocky But there the problems did not really end: in one way that
River. | served John as his SEC President along with othas where they started. The drain on the pockets of Graham and
community positions and learnt to appreciate his strength®n his parents, who are pensioners in their 70s, was consider-
the greatest of which is his determination to achieve theble. All sorts of little things were needed: an outside light to
vision he has for his community, his State and, therefore, hisnable the carer to come at night, bolts for the windows and
family. various, minor accommodations in the home. Options

I noted that the television show Burke’s Backyard a fewCoordination did provide personal care, but the parents were
weeks ago depicted the Olsen | know well: a family mandistressed by there being no rehabilitation. The major support
proud of his family and relaxed in his achievements, and In terms of rehabilitation came from the Royal Society for the
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Blind which put him in touch with such organisations as In the few minutes left to me | would like to comment
Newspapers on the Phone and which organised right-haratiefly on the comments of the honourable member who just
computer lessons for him so that he could have some accesgoke. | do not think there is any member of this House who
to the world and develop some skills through computing. does not share compassion for those who suffer physical or

His parents have organised his rehabilitation. They foundnental disability. In the case of the honourable member’s
that All Hallows, a facility for people over 60 at Mitchell contribution, the person had suffered a stroke at the age of 39.
Park, could provide occupational therapy for him at the cosEvery member of this House will know of or have in their
of $10 a session twice a week. It costs $40 return fare bglectorate people who are born with differing mental
taxicab even with the Access Cab support, but he does netipacities from their own, some of whom have traditionally
have that, so his aged parents take him there twice a weelaund homes in Minda and like institutions. Indeed, 15 years
They also take him to Balyana for hydrotherapy, involvingago people mentioned by the previous speaker would
another $3.50 a session, once and sometimes twice a wegitobably have found a home in Julia Farr with much greater

permanency than they have now.

The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Local Govern- Every member of this House—and it does not matter
ment): Today | pay tribute to Mr Gordon Johnson AM, JP whether you are sitting temporarily on the Opposition or
who passed away in Adelaide on 19 July after suffering @&overnment benches—shares compassion for such people.
stroke two days earlier. Gordon will be well known to many The problem in this House and what makes it much more
members of this Parliament and to elected members and stafffficult for the Government than for the Opposition is that
of local government for his contribution over many yearsin government we have the responsibility to do something
both to State and local government and to the communityabout it. While all in our community have great compassion
Gordon was born in Pinnaroo and, having grown up on a farmfor people such as that, there is sometimes a reluctance
in the area, spent many years in business in the town. He haginong our community to pay the level of taxation necessary
a particular interest in and love of the theatre, and one of higo do all that we in this Chamber would like to do for the
early pursuits involved the formation of the Pinnaroo Playerspeople most in need. | put it to this House that, while we all
who successfully performed locally and in competitions incan show compassion, that is the easy bit. If we really have
Adelaide. Gordon maintained his interest in the arts througl’bompassion for such people, it is our job as members of
out his life and in more recent times served as a member @farliament, no matter which side we sit on, to get out there
the South Australian Country Arts Trust and the Riverlandn the community and let the public know that, if the services
Regional Cultural Trust. are not good enough, additional taxation measures need to be

A long and distinguished career in local governmentorought to bear so that we can better accommodate the least
commenced for Gordon Johnson in 1964 when he becameale in our society. We can come in here and make pretty
member of the then Pinnaroo District Council. He served ogpeeches, but until we are prepared to do that they mean
the council for 16 years and held the offices of both Deputyhothing.

Chairman and Chairman, the latter for eight years. Gordon The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Minister’s time
was elected President of the Local Government AssociatioRas expired.
of South Australia in 1976 and was President for three years.

In 1979 he was elected to the office at a national level as
President of the Australian Local Government Association.

For over 15 years Gordon also served this State as a member

and then Chairperson of the South Australian Local Govern-

ment Grants Commission. He was greatly respected for thiSELECT COMMITTEE ON WATER ALLOCATION

work and for his efforts over a 20 year period as Chairman IN THE SOUTH-EAST

of the South Australian Dog Advisory Board and its replace-

ment, the South Australian Dog and Cat Management The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | move:

Committee. That the committee have leave to sit during the sittings of the

As well as working tirelessly for his local community as House this week.

a member and office holder of many organisations, Gordon’s pMotion carried.

contribution to State and local government included local

government delegate to the Australian Constitutional ROAD TRAFFIC (ROAD RULES) AMENDMENT
Conventions in Hobart and Perth, Chairman of the former BILL

Upper South-East Local Government Association, member

of the South Australian Local Government Jubilee 150 Adjourned debate on second reading.

Committee, and member of the Bicentennial Committee. In  (Continued from 8 July. Page 1835.)

more recent years Gordon focused his attention on work in

Pinnaroo and has been active in helping to set up the MrHAMILTON-SMITH:  Mr Speaker, | draw your
Pinnaroo Tourist and Heritage Commission. He was also welittention to the state of the House.

known as a marriage celebrant. Gordon Johnson was a man A quorum having been formed:

of great integrity. He rose to the highest levels of office in

local government and held many important public positions, Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Opposition has studied
but he never lost the ability to relate to people from all walksthe Bill carefully and we support it, although we will be
of life. Wherever Gordon travelled he was a great ambassadasking questions and we have one amendment. The Bill
for this State and, in particular, the country communities ofapplies national road rules to South Australia. It tries to
South Australia. He will be greatly missed. On behalf of thisachieve consistency between the States and Territories while
House | express my deepest sympathy to Gordon’s wifaninimising the effects in each jurisdiction. There are some
Jean, and to their son, Christopher. entirely new provisions for South Australia, such as the
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requirement for motorists at night to dip their headlightsStreet) even on a red light when it is safe to do so, but that
when following a vehicle, and there is also a very specificthas not been authorised by these rules.
diagram in the rules about how traffic must merge. The road A matter of personal interest to me is that cyclists under
rules will be in the form of regulations, that is, subordinatethe age of 12 will now be allowed to ride on our footpaths.
legislation and not part of the Road Traffic Act. | have difficulty with that because when my children ride
The Government takes the opportunity of this Bill beingtheir bicycles with me | insist that they ride on the road with
before Parliament to include the authority for localme, as|am afraid that on a footpath there is always a danger
government to close roads other than by permanent closutkat a car will back out from a driveway which is obscured
under the Roads (Opening and Closing) Act. Itis interestingy a high fence and knock them over.
that the position | have taken over the past nine years in the Ms Ciccarello interjecting:
House was supported by the Parliament during the debate on pr ATKINSON: The member for Norwood interjects
the City of Adelaide Bill, despite the fierce resistance of the;pot the relative dangers of children riding on roads with
member for Adelaide and the Minister, and now theeijr parents or riding on footpaths. For myself, | prefer that
Government has conceded that | am right by taking My, children continue to ride on the road rather than a
provisions from the City of Adelaide Act and making them foo1path, but they will be permitted to ride on a footpath by
part of the Road Traffic Act. | thank the Government for inamselves under the national road rules.
conceding that | am right on the principle of road closures by = A yther matter which disturbs me is that the Bill before
local government that are not permanent. However, there e House abolishes the ability of local government to

;tllll_some tdlsagﬂret;emepnt ?etweﬁ]n the Gt(_)vern][ntent a_ltr_]d E:Efohibit skateboarders, in-line skaters and roller-skaters from
arliamentary Labor Farty on the question ot ransilionay, iy narticular streets in a municipality. Local government

pro_:_/LsionOs. i ith the G N th had that authority under the Road Traffic (Small-Wheeled
e Lpposiion agrees wi € Lsovernment on e\/ehicles) Amendment Bill of, | think, 1996, and now the

benefits to be achieved by na}tiqnal road rules. Motorjsts OWinister in her enthusiasm to promote in-line skating and
holiday will benefit, and so will interstate transport dr'vers’skateboarding on our footpaths has taken away from local

ﬁec:jp!e mr?vl'.';g mtegsftfate to live gnd mternlgtlona(ljl tO‘f'”Sttsho%overnment the ability to declare a certain footpath unsuitable
y-arive holiaays. OTiences under the old road rules thak, w4t ying of activity. | think that is a personal and most

vAvetr ipunlshablloe by the(;j':e(;:are dpr.?wsmn ?cf thetR?ﬁd gral‘g'ﬁnsatisfactory intervention by the Minister. | know it is true
ct have now been codilied and, It oné reters o this bulkyy, 4 te\y councils exercised this ability to declare certain

document containing nearly all the road rules under the Roagl 1,1 off limits to skateboarders and in-line skaters, but
Traffic Act, one sees that many of the due care offences ale o think it is a useful authority for councils to have,

illustrated by .d|agrams apd quite qletaned rulg—,\s on matter 3rticularly for footpaths near retirement villages.
such as merging, overtaking, keeping a safe distance behi . .
The national road rules now allow motorcyclists to travel

another vehicle and not obstructing other vehicles. ] fjwo abreast. It also prohibits the time honoured activity of
assengers riding in the open section of a utility—so | guess
here will be no more visits to the Port River for my sons in
he back of the next door neighbour’s ute. The national road
j:les also, quite properly, prohibit people travelling in a

South Australian motorists in this: for the Government ther
was also the stick of having our competition payment:
withdrawn or reduced under the national competition polic
if we did not go along with and enact these national road _. - ; X
rules. The national road rules do not cover dangerous drivind21€" and prohibit reversing for longer than is necessary.
drink driving, causing death or injury or failure to stop at an ith those remarks, the Opposition supports the principle of
accident, and they do not contain the fines and penalties fépe B!”’ but we have one amendment to move and some
breach of the rules. That is a matter that is still left to thequesuons fo ask.

State Parliaments and State Governments. Just as an aSideThe Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
I am concerned about the tariff for sentencing in SouthSe .

. . L rvices):l thank the honourable member for his comments
Australian courts for offenders against the prohibition ONJ this Bill. He has raised a number of issues and | will

causing death or injury by dangerous driving. | wonder, nsure that the Department of Transport looks at those issues

whether some of our District Court and Supreme Cour nd that the Minister in another place pays some attention to

judges really understand the depth of public anger about tr}% -
: . em. The honourable member has raised a number of
conduct of some of these offenders. Their sentencing of Iatgoncerns about fairly minor issues, and | urge members to

:;as a tendency to be Ienler!t and this is a matter that th?upport the Bill through the Committee stage.
arliament should look at quite carefully. . .

One of the matters dealt with in the national road rules Bill read gsecond time.

involves motorists giving way to a bus pulling out from a [N Committee.

kerb after picking up passengers. South Australia adopted that Clauses 1 to 42 passed.

provision early, before this Bill. There is a provision that  Clause 43.

motorists may drive only a maximum of 100 metresinabus Mr ATKINSON: The Minister will recall that when he
lane or 50 metres in a bike lane if that is necessitated bwas Premier there was heated debate in this Chamber on the
traffic conditions. The road rules bring in standard parkingRoad Traffic (Small-Wheeled Vehicles) Amendment Bill
distances from corners or traffic lights. The rules stipulatevhich enabled in-line skaters and skateboarders lawfully to
that a motorist should indicate for five seconds before pullingise all footpaths except those which were prescribed by local
out from a kerb. An interesting provision in the national roadgovernment as off limits. The Opposition’s preferred position
rules is that a driver stopped at traffic lights on a side streedn that Bill in 1996 (and | think six Government backbench-
coming into a main road can turn left on a red light, provideders, including the then member for Hanson and the member
it is safe to do so. | noted that Ballarat has a custom in théor Coles, supported us) was that in-line skates and skate-
main street whereby one can cross the main highway (Stubioards should be prohibited from all footpaths except those
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footpaths and streets which were prescribed by local goverrif they do that they have to have signs) or whole areas and
ment as, if you like, ‘play streets’. they can, in fact, under the regulations, be gazetted as areas
The Government told us at the time that we were beingvhere skateboards are disallowed. So, there are powers there,
quite unreasonable and that we should give local governmeand | urge members, if they have concerns about particular
authority to prohibit skating and skateboarding on certairareas, to take up those concerns through that means.
footpaths where it would be dangerous to do so. Now we Clause passed.
find, only three short years later, that the Government is Clauses 44 to 57 passed.
taking away from local government the ability to prohibitin-  New clause 57A.
line skates and skateboarding on all footpaths. Why is this S0? Ny ATKINSON: | move:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Until now, they have been
prescribed by local government. They are now prescribed Certain road closures to cease to have effect
under the road traffic regulations, and local councils are 57A.(1) The closure of a prescribed road to vehicles
invited to nominate areas to be prescribed in the regulations. generally or vehicles of a particular class in force under s.359 of
Very few have apparently done so. the Local Government Act 1934 at the commencement of this
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | think this is a matter that does 2&Ctln?gn(t:ﬁssaﬁ?etrotﬂ2Vceoerrf1fr$ﬁetr$ggr|ﬁ§1tagfe‘a?i}s/ gré’c‘i%hr: t(% an fr:‘g)
need some attention. | participated in that debate several years g|eyant council must, on the closure of a prescribed road ceasing
ago, because | was aware of concerns in my own electorate, to have effect pursuant to this subsection, immediately remove
particularly from elderly people, about the safety hazard that any traffic control device previously installed by the council to
would apply. | must say that at the time we were given dive effect to the closure).

; ; (2) However, subsection (1) does not apply if the closure of
assurances about the powers and rights of councils to move the road is, before the expiration of the six month period referred

to protect their citizens. _ toin that subsection, confirmed by action taken by the relevant
I can tell the Committee that | had a close encounter with  council under section 32 of the principal Act (as enacted by this

this when a friend of mine, some years ago, was walking an Act).
elderly friend down a street and a skateboarder was jumping ~ (3) In this section— _ _ _
on a skateboard. The thing became temporarily airborne and ‘ﬁresc.”b?d Iroad' has the same meaning as in section 32 of
severed her kneecap. As a result of that incident, an otherwise the principal Act (as enacted by this Ac).
very able-bodied, fit person who, together with her husband/nder the—
travelled around the world frequently, is now required touse  The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
two sticks. Mr ATKINSON: Not only here comes Barton Road, but
Now that it appears that the powers of councils aréhere comes Silkes Road ford as well. Under section 359 of
significantly eroded, what would be the compensatiorthe Local Government Act, the authority was given to a
arrangements in these circumstances? As | understand it (anduncil to close, by mere resolution, a road temporarily. The
I do not have all the details of that incident), the young persoglosure had to be notified in tl@overnment Gazettut no-
concerned then proceeded to leave the scene of the accid@me had to be consulted. If the closure was between two
and, of course, without identification such as number plateslifferent council areas the other council area did not have to
and so on, it was difficult to ascertain who was responsiblebe consulted. That was bad law almost from the moment it
The fact is that someone was permanently disabled as a reswlas inaugurated, because it was expected by the Minister and
of this accident. No-one is suggesting that it was deliberatddy the Opposition spokesman at the time that the clause
but it was certainly negligent. | would like to be able to assurevould be used only for the Christmas pageant, the Anzac Day
my constituents in Salisbury about the compensatioparade, street fairs and the like, to quote then Opposition
arrangements if such an accident did occur again. spokesman Laidlaw. In fact, what it was used for was
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am sorry to be seeking permanent closures and, in particular, it has been used by the
advice here, but this is rather technical. | perhaps, uninterAdelaide City Council to close Barton Road, North Adelaide
tionally, misinformed the House earlier. If we go back (andnow for 12 years, and it has been used by the Tea Tree Gully
| am not sure exactly how long ago), there was a period prio€ouncil to close Silkes Road ford without the consent of the
to about 1993 or 1994 where it was done by individual localCampbelitown Council for a number of years.
councils, and they did it under their existing by-laws. My  As members know, | have objected to this on many
understanding is that it was very much hotchpotch: it variedccasions. Not only have | tried to amend Government Bills
from area to area, and different approaches were taken. Theit also | have introduced my own private member’s legisla-
Government then tried to bring it all under the regulationgtion to solve the problem. So, it was gratifying for me when
under the Road Traffic Act. What is being done here isthe House accepted my proposal on this in the City of
identical to what has been applying—and | appreciate that th&delaide Bill, and it is now even more gratifying that the
Leader of the Opposition has raised a specific issue andtouse today, on a Government Bill, has accepted my
matter of some concern in terms of the impact of this on aproposal to apply across the whole State. So, those who have
individual. mocked my campaign (such as the member for Hartley) ought
The power is there for members, if they have constituentto be aware that, arising out of my campaign, we have a new,
who have a concern particularly about certain streets (anddensible law on road closures by local government other than
can say that there are one or two streets that | know wherelosures under the Roads (Opening and Closing) Act that
because of the nature of the street, and particularly if it haapplies across the whole State. What that means is that the
a reasonable sort of decline, one tends to find more of theseember for Adelaide, who has railed in a most personally
skateboards than in other areas), or particular areas (it doessulting way for years against my proposal, finds himself in
not have to be one street but the whole area), to approach thige invidious situation where his own Government accepts
local council involved and ask that some restriction be placedy proposals, and not just in respect of the City of Adelaide,
on those areas, if there is a public safety issue at stake. Sat in respect of the whole State. So, | thank the Government
there is the power for councils to identify either streets (andor that.

Page 21, after line 6—Insert:
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But there is, of course, the question of how we handld placed a freedom of information request with the Adelaide
these so-called temporary closures under the now repealedity Council about just who closed Barton Road, North
or about to be repealed, section 359 of the Local Governmertdelaide, and | have a very interesting list of names and
Act? Most of these closures under section 359 are closuregldresses of people who were involved in that initially
wholly within one local government area, and it seems to meinlawful closure. Interestingly, one of the documents |
that, if a council wants to close a road that is wholly withinreceived was addressed to the City Manager, City of
its area and does not lead to another local government are&gelaide, Town Hall, King William Street, Adelaide, and it
really there can be no quarrel in principle with that becausstates:
the proper mechanism for review is the local government pear Sir,
election in that municipality. If people in a particular  The quality of life of residents in upper North Adelaide has
municipality want reopened a road closed under section 35@1proved considerably since the closure of Mildred Road at the

of the Local Government Act, they simply vote for different Barton Terrace West/Mills Terrace intersection. The City of
illors. However. the difficulty arises where the roadAdelal_de traffic count completed after the closure showed huge
councillors. ' Yy reductions in Monday to Friday traffic flow. We support the closure.

closed under the so-called temporary closure provisions of the . . .

about to be repealed section 359 of the Local Government The Haon. M.D..Rann. Who signed it? "

Act runs between two different municipalities. The two that, MrATKINS_(;N. The Leader of the Opposition asks,
| have identified, of course, are Silkes Road ford and Bartory/0 Signed it?” On 20 June 1992, Susan Armitage of 72

Road at North Adelaide. So, my proposed amendment doddolesworth Street, North Adelaide, signed it and, right
it this way. It provides: underneath her signature, Michael Armitage signed it.
The Hon. M.D. Rann: Disgraceful.

The closure of a prescribed road to vehicles generally or vehicles  \q- ATKINSON: Not only that, but they took this petition
of a particular class in force under section 359 of the Local : !

Government Act at the commencement of this section ceases to hagé@und and got their neighbours to sign it and, as a result of
effect (unless already brought to an end) six months after théhat representation, the Adelaide City Council went on to
commencement of this section (and the relevant council must, on thelose Barton Road lawfully for the first time. | would like to

closure of a prescribed road ceasing to have effect pursuant to thisaar the member for Adelaide explain this turn-up.

subsection, immediately remove any traffic control device previously o

installed by the council to give effect to the closure). The Hon. DEAN BROWN:  First, the member for
) Adelaide is not here.

My proposed amendment also provides: The Hon. M.D. Rann: No, he is not.

However, subsection (1) does not apply if the closure of the road The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wonder whether the
is, before the expiration of the six month period referred to in thathonourable member asked the member for Adelaide to come
subsection, confirmed by action taken by the relevant council undghto the Chamber because he intended to mention this matter.
section 32 of the principal Act (as enacted by this Act). - . :

If the honourable member intended to raise the issue he

So, I say to the Tea Tree Gully Council, to the Adelaide Cityshould have at least informed the member for Adelaide of that
Council and to all other councils who have closed a roadfact. It is ludicrous for the honourable member to sit in this
under the temporary closure provision, leading into anothe€Chamber and raise an issue like this on a specific Bill for
municipality, that they have two options before them. One isvhich the member for Adelaide, as a Minister, is not
that they now go through the proper procedures of consultaesponsible. The member for Spence knows that the member
tion with the adjoining council and obtain that council’s for Adelaide will not be here but asks a rhetorical question
consent, or they go through the procedures under the Roadach as that and expects a reply.
(Opening and Closing) Act to close the road permanently and Mr Atkinson: Why is he not here?
obtain the Government's consent. Really, it is quite a The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have been around this place
reasonable proposition and one which | would have thoughbng enough to see the sort of games being played by the
the House would support unanimously. However, if themember for Spence on this particular issue. We all appreciate
House is more concerned with the real estate value ahat the member for Spence has been campaigning on this
72 Molesworth Street (which I know a majority of membersissue for years. He goes on all the late night radio programs.
are), the matter will be, I believe, moved as an amendmend/e could say that he is obsessed by it. All | ask is that we
in the Upper House to one of the Local Government Bills andjeal with the present amendments to the Road Traffic Act.
the Government will be forced to accept this provision in theThe member for Spence can play his games involving Barton
Local Government Act or it will not get its local government Road and talk about this matter perhaps under the Local
package through—and | am sure that, at that moment, thovernment Act or wherever he wants to; but, for goodness
Government will see reason. sake, let us get on and deal with the legislation before the

On the matter of section 359 of the Local Governmentiouse, which is important and relevant legislation to achieve
Act, | note the conduct of the member for Adelaide. On 4largely uniform road rules across Australia. | do not think
August 1998 the member for Adelaide told the House: Barton Terrace has much to do with achieving uniform road

The member for Spence said quite clearly about the Bartorﬁme:S across Australia.

Terrace closure that I, as the member for Adelaide, had had it MrATKINSON: The position which the Minister is
installed. That is absolutely factually incorrect, and | repeat: Iputting is in conflict with the Minister for Transport and the
challenge the member for Spence to do one of two things—provid#linister for Local Government, because the Minister for

evidence or be quiet about it. Local Government, in debate on the City of Adelaide Bill,
If that was not emphatic enough, on 23 March 1999 the&aid, ‘Let's not do this question of temporary road closures
member for Adelaide said: on the City of Adelaide Bill; let's do it in the Local Govern-

. . . ment Bill. When it came to the Local Government Bill the
| do wish to bring to the attention of the House the fact that my

interest and involvement in the closure of Barton Road on legitimat |‘n|ster.sa|d, Letsnotdoit on the Local Government Bill;
advice which the then council 15 or 20 years ago received was nilet's do it on the Road Traffic (Road Rules) Amendment

despite what the member for Spence continues to allege. Bill.
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I suggest that if the Minister at the table chetlansard the State (of which Barton Road and Silkes Road ford are
he will find that the Minister for Local Government, on two)—should then go through the current process.
behalf of his Government, has asked me to raise this matter | am happy for the Barton Road closure and the Silkes
here today. He said that this was the proper forum in whichiRoad ford closure to go through the process which the
to deal with it. I did not entirely take the Minister at his word Government is proposing. Itis a good procedure. If that is not
because there will also be amendments moved in anotheatisfactory to the councils concerned they can apply to close
place by the Hon. Nick Xenophon to— those roads permanently under the Roads (Opening and

An honourable member interjecting: Closing) Act, which is the dedicated Act for permanent road

Mr ATKINSON: A convert not merely on the merits of closures. So, | am afraid that the Minister in his last contribu-

Barton Road but, in particular, on the merits of Silkes Roadion 90t it completely wrong. | hope he has now been

ford. But the principle is clear and it has been accepted by thg0rrectly advised, and I am sure he has been. | wonder if he

Government in this legislation. Now we are arguing abouf'W Will respond constructively to the proposal that | am
only the transitional provisions. The Government hadPutting. )

accepted my argument on the principle of how these roa .Tkhe :1_'0”' [l)EAN BRQW'\l" The hono;,lfrable member:.
closures are handled. Indeed, it has picked up legislation thEinks that only two major closures are affected under this,
| wrote and made it a Government Bill. Thank you, veryand a small number of others—I think he said perhaps six
much. The Government could have perhaps been morghers.

; .~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:
racious to acknowledge that | was the author of the major
glause in its Bill. g J The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, | understand fully. In

Members interjecting: fac;, the Department of Transport has been not_ified by the
) Office of Local Government that apparently it believes there

The CHAIRMAN: Order! could be a very large number of cases where local govern-
Mr ATKINSON: Secondly, the Minister says, ‘Let's not ment has used this, and very significant resources would be

deal with this; this is all about national road rules.’ It is notinvolved in having to go back under section 359 and recheck

entirely about national road rules because, if he had listeneall those cases. Apparently there are a lot of areas where there

to my second reading contribution, the Minister would havehas been a partial closure because of new roadworks which

realised that the Government has included the question @fartially close a road where it intrudes into another type of

road closure as an addition to national road rules. This clausead or another council area.

with which we are dealing and the parent clause in the Bill | am briefed by the Department of Transport that a huge

are not about national road rules; this aspect is not nationalumber of cases would be involved, that it would take

uniform legislation. I have some pretty good arguments aboutonsiderable resources, and that there would be great

Barton Road but | am not arguing that they should prevail irdifficulty in just identifying them all. We would have either

all other jurisdictions: | am quite happy that they prevailto remove the devices that have been installed or take some

statewide in South Australia. This is an addition which theother appropriate action. In fact, it would take considerable

Government made to the Road Traffic (Road Rules) Amendime at any rate just to go through that process.

ment Bill, and it is entirely in order for me to comment on  Mr Atkinson interjecting:

that clause and to seek to amend it. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member is

Moreover, no less an organisation than the Localfrying to come up with a solution for Barton Road, thinking
Government Association is canvassing the possibility that m§hat no other areas of the State are affected, whereas in fact
additional clause is a worthwhile addition to the parenthere are a large number of areas, and the honourable knows
clause. In the association’s overview (which presumably iit is very dangerous indeed to introduce legislation to hit a
has sent to all members of Parliament) on this Bill, it says thagpecific area.
itis worried about what will happen when section 359 of the ~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Local Government Act is repealed, and the association writes: The CHAIRMAN: Order!

However, it has not been clear as to what is intended to becomle The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It has always led to bad
of existing road closures under section 359. In light of the frequenciedislation when you try to solve a particular problem in the
with which section 359 is being used to date, it is important foreyes of the honourable member, such as Barton Road,
councils to be made aware of the Government’s proposal for existinglthough | am not sure that others see it as a problem, even
section 359 road closures. There currently appear to be only tWghoygh the honourable member does. Therefore, to introduce
pOSiSIbIEt?]EtrK;rI}Séxistin orders will remain valid and effective; or such an amendment is the inappropriate way to deal with it.

|| Existing orders vsill be subject to a sunset clause afterV\}hic Mr ATKINSON: . It is significant that the Mlnlster was
they will expire and councils will be required, if necessary, to remak nable to name a S_Ingle _example o'_[her than Silkes Road _ford
the controls under the Road Traffic Act 1961. The potentialand Barton Road involving a section 359 closure running
consequences that may flow from this approach require that arlyetween two different municipalities. | will give an example.
proposed transitional provisions are made known to councils in think Gilbert Street, Ovingham, will be another example.
sufficient time for adequate consultation to occur. There will be a handful, perhaps a dozen, across the whole
I think that the Local Government Association has a pointState.

My proposal is that all section 359 closures wholly withina  The lengths to which this Government is prepared to go
particular municipality and not affecting another municipality in order to look after the financial interests of the member for
be explicitly ratified and continued and that the legislationAdelaide is just extraordinary. This proposal has been before
ought to say something about that, but that road closurethe House on a number of occasions. During those months
under section 359 between two different municipalities otthat this has been before the House, the Government has been
affecting another municipality be subject to a sunset clausenable to come up with any concrete examples of administra-
of six months. During that six month period those roadtive difficulty. The real difficulty would be if all section 359
closures—and | think that there is only a handful of them inclosures were to fall down. That would create a lot of expense
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and a lot of administrative difficulty, and | think that is what FISHERIES (GULF ST VINCENT PRAWN
the Minister is trying to say: yes, if all section 359 closures FISHERY RATIONALIZATION) (CHARGES ON
across the whole State fell down, that would be a problem. LICENCES) AMENDMENT BILL

In my view, there has to be some way of explicitly ratifying

those closures. | think that is a good idea. | agree with the Adjourned debate on second reading.

Minister; he would be right if he were referring to all section  (Continued from 8 July. Page 1825.)

359 closures. But in fact he is referring only to the very rare

example of a section 359 closure that is a prescribed road The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): The

under his own Government’s legislation. Opposition supports the Bill on the basis of a humber of
As for the Minister’'s mocking my efforts on this question undertakings that we are seeking from the Deputy Premier,

over the years, it is noteworthy that over the years | have pyhich | will outline later. It is important to detail the

up proposals for solving this problem statewide and, yes, packground of the Gulf St Vincent Prawn Fishery in order to

originally got involved in the problem through Barton Road. understand why this Bill has been introduced. Basically, it

That is correct: it is the original cause, but it has now led tomes down to too many fishers and too few prawns over the

good legislation which the Government has wholly adoptedyears. In 1987, the fishery was reduced from 16 to 10 vessels.

So, the genesis of one of the major clauses in the Governme fund this, the fishery entered into a licence surrender and

Bill is Barton Road and my campaign, and the Ministerbuy-back scheme and money paid to the licence holders

should be more gracious to accept that what he calls migaving the fishery was funded through SAFA, with repay-

obsession now has its fulfilment in Government legislationment being funded through a surcharge on remaining licence

namely, the Road Traffic (Road Rules) Amendment Billholders. )

which is before us. However, when the Minister tries to say S0, those who went out of the system were given compen-

that the number of section 359 closures running betweepation. They were funded through SAFA and a surcharge was

different municipalities is so large that it is too great anto be applied to the remaining fishers. When the fishers

administrative burden to sunset them, he is gilding the lily.entered the scheme there was a belief that the fishery would
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think Parliament should Feturnacatch of over 400 tonnes and, on this basis, it would

know that | received this amendment during Question Timé€ €asy to fund the buy-back scheme for each of the remain-

today. ing fishers. However, this has proven not to be the case. The
Mr Atkinson interjecting: average annual catch for the past five years has been under

) . 200 tonnes, which | believe reflected the predictions of a
| tThe Hon.t.DE{I-\_!\I BT%WN' V\ﬁ"' r']t was h?)?ded tobmeh number of the fishers and experts in this area. The fact that
ate in Question Time today, so the honourable member fie catch has been under the predicted amount is mainly due

in fact only just tabled this document. In fact, there is a dat(?o oor management of the fisherv on behalf of the Govern-
and time on it, namely, 27 July (today) at 1.24 p.m. Itis themepnt and on gehalf of some of th()a/ fishers.

first time that the Department of Transport has dealt with this. .
It has contacted the Office of Local Government, which saiq The fishery was closed between 1991 and 1993 by the

; : : - h rmer Labor Government because of a dangerously low
that It believes (an(_j that IS aII_ itcan goon beqause It has ncb?opulation of the biomass and it was reopened soon after the
had time to check it out with |r.1d|\./|duallcounplls) that it has current Government was elected into office in late 1993 under
bee.n'wuliely used and that, In its beln.g widely used, th‘%‘:ertain controversial circumstances and a great deal of angst
ramifications could be very significant indeed. | thereforeconceming that decision and the reasons why the decision
urge the House to reJ_ect the amendment. was made, but | do not want to reflect on a former Minister

New clause negatived.

or a former member of this Parliament. Since then the fishery

Clause 58, schedule and title passed. has not returned to anything like the proposed catch at the
Bill read a third time and passed. time of the buy-back agreement. This has made for desperate
fishers, some of whom are members of the Gulf St Vincent
CITY OF ADELAIDE (RUNDLE MALL) Prawn Fishery Management Committee, which makes
AMENDMENT BILL recommendations on quotas to the Minister. Since reopening,
and in the face of smaller catches, the fishing season has been
Adjourned debate on second reading. extended and the quota increased. This has not assisted in
(Continued from 7 July. Page 1784.) making the fishery successful—quite the opposite.

Against this backdrop the Government has absorbed over
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | am handling this matter on  $2 million of the buy-back debt and interest and, according
behalf of the member for Elder, who is otherwise occupiedo reports, the Government has offered a further $1 million
just at the moment with the business of the House. This Bilbff the debt to be distributed between the 10 remaining
repeals the Rundle Mall Act and divides the contents of thafishers. As | understand it, eight of the 10 fishers have agreed
Act between the Adelaide City Council by-laws and the Cityto this offer and two have not. This is because the Govern-
of Adelaide Act. The Adelaide City Council takes over thement is seeking in return for this offer of a further $1 million
running of the Rundle Mall from the Rundle Mall Committee, off the debt an agreement to be signed by all the fishers that
and the Adelaide City Marketing Authority now has responsi+eleases the Government from any claim arising out of the
bility for promoting the Rundle Mall. The Opposition Government's management of the fishery. In other words, it

acquiesces in the Bill. is an indemnity act, an agreement to pay money now to
indemnify over future legal claims and court cases.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human One of the two opposing fishers says that the offer means

Services):| appreciate the support of the Opposition. that, if he refuses to accept, he will be $140 000 worse off

Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingand the licence holders have been made scapegoats in the
stages. affair. He is also concerned that a further $1 million of
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taxpayers’ money will be used to get the Government off theindertakings before this Bill can be supported. | would like
hook. In order for the Government to achieve this agreemenhe Minister to take this on board: first, that all fishers be
the original legislation must be amended. When the buy-backffered the same terms, for example, the same rate of
scheme was introduced the licence holders contributetepayment, interest rates, under the agreement; and, secondly,
equally to its repayment and this Bill seeks to remove thehat the terms of each agreement will be disclosed. As we
word ‘equally’ from paragraph 5 of the preamble of thewish to proceed expeditiously, the Deputy Premier might note
original Act, which currently reads: what | have to say. Will all existing participants in the GSV

Itis proposed to compensate licensees for loss of their licencédrawn fishery be given the same opportunity to individually
and to require the remaining licensees, who will benefit fromresolve their outstanding debt with the Government?
improved fishing in the fisheries, to contribute equally to the cost o§econdly, will the Government continue to honour its
providing that compensation. commitment to reduce the total debt by $1 million?
Some members can enter into the agreement should othersit is important to state that the Opposition remains
refuse. In 1993, the Labor Government sought a similaunconvinced that a further taxpayer bailout is the answer to
amendment, and to be quite frank, in a similar Bill but thisthe continuing problems in this fishery and within this
was rejected vehemently by the then Liberal Oppositionindustry but understands that the majority of fishers do
which put on a huge song and dance about this issue. It isupport the intent of this Bill. While there is some sympathy
interesting that in proposing this Bill the Liberal Governmentfor the position of the two fishers who do not agree and who
is enthusiastically supporting the proposal it strongly rejectedre unhappy with this Bill, as long as they are offered the
in 1993. In fact, the then shadow Minister for Primary same terms of any offer that might be made they have the
Industries, Hon. Dale Baker, said at that time of the Labosame right to accept or reject it as do the other fishers in the
Bill: majority. The Opposition is well aware of the difficulties this

| think it is the most cynical political exercise that | have seenfishery has faced, and the blame lies squarely with the
since | have been in this place. Government. It is important that this new offer is not simply
That is what Dale Baker said just prior to the 1993 electiorf bandaid measure but is the beginning of a restructure of the

on 14 October. Further in that debate he said: ishery which is not only desirable but absolutely necessary.
| remind fishers who might read my contribution and who

We have 10 of the finest gentlemen one would ever see trying t . ; .
make a living within the fishery and they cannot get access to th?nOW of my strong interest in this area of what we put

Minister. orward in 1993, what was rejected by the Hon. Dale Baker
Of course, the Minister at that time was the Hon. Terry'n 1993 when he was the shadow Minister for this area and,

of course, secondly, what Dale Baker did immediately after

Groom. | must say it was a bit rich when we consider it wa; : 7 -
the Hon. Dale Baker as Minister who, straight after théthe election, which in my view compounded the long-term

dstructural problems and indeed the problems with the catch.

the fishery. Those comments referred, in part, to the proposal | N Opposition fears that this measure will not be

to remove the word ‘equally’ from the Bill in 1993, which is §ufficient to end the pain, aggravation and disunity that this

exactly what the Government is intending with the Bill industry and this fishery has suffered. If $1 million is to be

currently before the House. The word ‘equally’ was includedSPENt 0N top of the millions already lost by the Government

in the original Act with the support of the fishers to ensurethrOngh mismanagement of t_he fishery, the Government must
Ive once and for all the issues of sustainability of the

that each licence holder would pay an equal surcharge as p h M i . 0 be th A
of the buy-back scheme. This means that all licence holde ghery. vioney cannot continué 1o be rown away. An
gnswer must be found—whether it be fewer vessels or

re liable to th rcharge. The total t woul Iculat .
are liable to the surcharge. The total debt woild be calculate maller catches. Eventually, someone has to bite the bullet.

on a particular day and the individual debt would be a tentfy’. \ L -
of that amount. Iﬁ is the Government’s responsibility to ensure that once again

this fishery is managed to a sustainable level which is in the

The reason for removing ‘equally’ from the preamble is,. : .
ostensibly, to provide a mechanism to enable an incominIE%terests of not only the fishery and the fishers concerned but

licence holder to assume the debt that has accrued to t e State.

licence. In his explanation to the Bill the Minister stated: The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | thank the

With these changes in place negotiations surrounding th@pposition for its support of this measure. | will certainly put
outstanding debt of individual fishers can be pursued. on record answers to the Leader of the Opposition’s ques-
Therefore, it appears that the main purpose of the Bill is taions. | will not repeat what has been said, but as pointed out
enable the Government to enter into an agreement with thaere is a long history to this fishery and to how we have
majority of fishers and to take away the right of veto from,reached the situation in which we find ourselves today. All
in this case, a minority of the fishers—two of them—and itmembers would be anxious for there to be an agreement.
can mean that each individual fisher can negotiate their owmhere have been some improvements in the long-term
terms of repayment. In my view, this is a cause for concernsustainability of this fishery. There has not always been

While the Opposition accepts that a few should not havegreement in terms of the management, but in the last couple
a power of veto in this fishery, there should still be an equabf years the results have been quite promising, and we hope
distribution of power among the fishers. The Deputy Premiethat the fishery has a long future. A lot of the fishers see this
will be relieved to hear that the Opposition will support theas one of the key measures to secure their future. So, nearly
Bill provided that all fishers are offered the same terms anéveryone in the industry is keen to resolve the outstanding
conditions under the proposed agreement: in other words, tligsues at present.
same offer. If $1 million of taxpayers’ money is being used  Certainly, it is proposed to remove the requirement for a
to fund this agreement, which is essentially an indemnitytransferer to pay any prospective surcharge liability and to
against future legal action, then | seek clarification of thisallow the incoming licence holder to assume the debt. There
from the Minister and the Minister must give the following has been a lot of consultation; in fact, over time hundreds of
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hours of negotiations have occurred involving not only thisand the Monarchy should the referendum be passed in
Government but also previous Governments in trying to findNovember. Essentially, this is a request Bill which ensures
a solution. For the majority of those fishers we really need tahat under the amendments to section 7 of the Australia Act
find a way ahead. Certainly, the Government has compraio State will be prevented from severing its own constitution-
mised. As the Leader correctly put, taxpayers’ money haal links. It is therefore important that, if the referendum is
been used to remove the future threat of any action. We dpassed, there be no impediment to South Australia’s taking
realise that not everyone will ever be happy with thisits own course and severing its own individual links with the
situation, but after what has been a long process we have gGrown.
as close as we will ever get to a solution. Members would be aware that a number of commentators
The Leader has sought assurances about whether alhd constitutional experts have argued that section 7 of the
existing participants will be given the same opportunity toAustralia Acts both of the Commonwealth and of the
resolve their outstanding debt with the Government individu\Westminster Parliaments are required to be amended in order
ally—in other words: will they have the same offer? Theto ensure that individual States can exercise their own
answer is ‘Yes’; all licence holders will be given the sameconstitutional process to sever their links with the Crown.
offer by the Government for retiring the debt. The agreementSection 7, which | mentioned before, deals with the relation-
are intended to be of a standard form and will reflect theship between Her Majesty the Queen of Australia and the
specific repayment details of the principal debt. The balanceespective State Governors. It states that Her Majesty’s
of the repayments may vary because of issues of timing okpresentative in each State shall be the Governor. Members
repayments and the level of those repayments. As one licengéll be aware that States are bound by the Australia Acts of
holder has commenced legal action against the Crowhoth the Federal Parliament and the British Parliament and,
concerning past management of the fishery, that licencinerefore, cannot legislate in a way that is contrary to the
holder may not wish to settle his debt, although he will beAustralia Acts. So, if the State were to amend its constitution
given the same opportunity as for other licence holders. to provide that the Governor is not the Crown’s representative
Secondly, in answer to the Leader's question, ‘Will thein this State, then this would contravene section 7. So, we are
Government continue to honour its commitment to reduce thasically clearing the way and putting in place the machinery
total debt by $1 million?’ the debt reduction offer was so that, if the referendum is passed, South Australia can then
originally made to encourage an early settlement of the delsbake the necessary constitutional adjustments.
and the problem. Advice and analysis from Treasury and past Certainly, the Commonwealth of Australia, whether it be
repayments from industry indicate that there is a significantinder a constitutional monarchy or under a republic, must
cost in managing the debt repayments, which includes staffave one central unifying continuum, and that is that we are
time in PIRSA, Treasury and the Crown Solicitor’s office. both the democratic and representative Federal system that
The offer to reduce the total debt by $1 million has beerincludes the State and Territory Parliaments and Govern-
assessed at the level which will save the Government costgents, as well as the Commonwealth Parliament and
in the long term and allow for the participants in the fisheryGovernment.
to move forward with the management of what is an import-  So, in dealing with this legislation we are therefore
ant resource. Many of the boats in the fishery requireembracing a national, rather than a Canberra, model for a
replacement for safety reasons as well as the objective #epublic, if that should be endorsed by a majority of people
upgrading fishing platforms to ensure that the quality andn a majority of States. It is important to emphasise that in
price within the fishery is improved. So, the answer is that th€ase what we are doing today is deliberately misinterpreted.
Government does intend to honour the debt reduction offer Our current system was devised 100 years ago, in a
as made. Constitution that recognised the geographic reality of
Once again, | thank the Opposition for its support. ThisAustralia, and that we are a continent not just a country, with
matter has been a long time in coming in terms of getting tdlifferent regions that have evolved differently as States and
the point where we are at present. | hope that at the end of thrritories. Itis vitally important that any move to a republic
day all the fishers there will take up this offer. As the Leadeimust not alter the Federal balance of the Constitution in
correctly said, the fishery has gone through enormoutespect of the powers and responsibilities of Federal, State
restructure, and we hope that, through what has happened aad Territory Governments.
what will happen in the future, those who are participating As | said at the Constitutional Convention last year, any
will be very viable and will make a major contribution to the attempt to alter that balance and use the move towards a
State’s economy. Once again, | thank the Opposition for it§€public as a way of centralising power would be an act of

support. political as well as constitutional folly, because we believe—
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingand | think that most Australians would believe—that each
stages. State must continue to be the master of its own constitutional
destiny.

AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUESTS) BILL There is bipartisan agreement in South Australiathatin a
republic it would still be necessary for each State to have its

Adjourned debate on second reading. own head of state, and over the years our State has been
(Continued from 8 July. Page 1842.) served well by non-partisan Governors acting in a non-

partisan way. Of course, one of those Governors who would
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  probably be one of the most popular and well respected,
Essentially, this Bill is a contingency or machinery matterDame Roma Mitchell, was a delegate to that Constitutional
that would facilitate Australia’s move to become a republicConvention.
if and only if a majority ‘Yes’ vote is secured in a majority ~ Mr Atkinson: She was a monarchist.
of States. So, this Bill will enable the transition to occur by  The Hon. M.D. RANN: | should add—and as | am
allowing our State to sever its constitutional links with Britain reminded by the member for Spence—that she was a
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monarchist. We argued at the Constitutional Convention thah different ways from that of other States. Some might opt
under a republic it would be ludicrous for Australia’s head offor appointment by the Premier, as is case the now; some
state to be designated as a Governor-General. We did soight opt for appointment by the Premier in consultation with
because the very term ‘Governor-General’ by definitionthe Leader of the Opposition; some might opt for the
means representative of the Crown, and only constitutionabovernment to be elected by a two-thirds majority of
monarchies in the Commonwealth of Nations have GoverParliament, which is being proposed for the National
nors-General. There is no republic in the world where a heaBresident; or some might opt for direct election or some kind
of state is designated as Governor-General. However, thef State-based hybrid on what was known—fortunately only
same is not true with the term ‘Governor’, and that is whatbriefly—as the McGarvie model, with each State deciding,
we are dealing with today in section 7, because the terrfollowing their own deliberations in State Parliament or in
‘Governor’ is used in both republican nations and in constituState-based constitutional Conventions and following public
tional monarchies to describe the heads of states in regionspnsultation.

provinces or States, and that is why | believe that all members  Certainly, we should not contemplate State Governors
would strongly support the retention of the title ‘Governor’ peing appointed by a national President or by the Common-
to be used at the State level if Australians vote to become gealth Parliament. To do so would significantly change the
republic. This approach is neither illogical nor inconsisteniconstitutional balance of our Federation, and certainly the
with our support for the term ‘President’ for Australia’s headpottom line for South Australia should be that the sovereignty
of state—a President acting with the same powers as thsf the States must be preserved and protected in a republican

current Governor-General. o Australia, and the States’ Constitutions should be their own
Justin case there is any lack of clarity in that, | state thapysiness.

in the United States there is a President and head of state However, South Australia’s Constitution and the changes
nationally, plu_s Governors as h'ea,ds of state and heads H{at will be necessary if Australia becomes a republic must
Government in each of America's 50 States. India, the,\ should be the prerogative of the South Australian
world's largest democracy and a republic within thepgiament, hopefully dealt with in a bipartisan way. A

Commonwealth Qf Nations, headed by the Queen, hqs mber of technical things are required beyond what we are
P(e§|dent as national head of state .and a powerful Pri oing today in terms of republicanising each State’s Constitu-
Minister as head of Government but with Governors as heal n to be done in time for this centenary Federation 2001. In

of State in each of India's States. Similar systems withgy, 1 Aystralia, the move to a republic would necessitate a

national Presidents and State Governors occur in nNons,hjgerable number of amendments to existing Acts—more
Commonwealth republics such as Argentina, Brazil and in

th " han 30to the South Australian Constitution Act and
many other nations. amendments to around 350 South Australian statutes.

One of the things that we are trying to do with this 5y i)y this could be done by way of an omnibus enabling
legislation is recognise that, if the majority of Australians andg; However, certainly we need to start talking in a biparti-

majority of States do support a republic, itis vitally important . way now before the referendum in order to ensure that

that all States, as soon as possible, take the approprigiga e js no impediment to achieving consequential changes

consequential constitutional and legislative steps to eNsSULE tha State level before the target date of 1 January 2001
that they republicanise their institutions. It has been recog- . o i
Fortunately, the South Australian Constitution is much

nised nationally in a bipartisan way that it would be extrem . o .
y P y roader in scope and significantly more flexible than the

folly for any State to try to go it alone and try to remain as I o
some kind of monarchical island within a broaderAustratliancomrnomNe"JIIth Constitution. Apart from the I|m|tgt|ons
republic Imposed on State laws by the Commonwealth Constitution,
If we .as a nation are to opt to become a republic, then i't is much easier to amend the South Australian Constitution
must be in an all-in move for the States. There rﬁust &y subsequent Acts of the State Pa'rhament_. We do not
constitutional consistency within our Federation, and theréequire referenda to change our State's C.on§t|tut|on. Under
Section 109 of the Commonwealth Constitution, of course,

will be a clear need for the National Council of Attorneys- €
y ommonwealth laws have priority over those of the States,

General, following the passage of this legislation, to explor titis also frue the States i Ih Hexibl
options for change and make the necessity preparations 't 't IS @S0 trué ine states in general have more fiexibie
egislative powers than the Commonwealth.

ensure other areas of constitutional consistency.

However, constitutional consistency does not mean In closing, | believe that it is important for us to concen-
prohibiting regional variations within this Federation. After trate on the “Yes’ vote in a bipartisan way, and | hope that the
all, there are considerable constitutional differences betwednremier, the Leader of the Australian Democrats and | can
the States already. South Australia has one vote one valu@fgue jointly in a bipartisan way for a *Yes'’ vote. There have
other States such as Western Australia do not. QueenslaRgen attempts to divert attention from the central issues of
has a unicameral parliamentary system, with no Upper Hous#hether we actually want to be a republic and have one of us
Tasmania has the Hare-Clark voting system which, as I tol§n Australian resident) for President by arguments over the
the Constitutional Convention in Canberra, has yet to catcRreamble. It would seem to me that preamble arguments can
on internationally. The same is true in other parts of oufe left f_or future debate. | believe this was injected into the
different State Constitutions. Some States such as Queensia#@pate in order to try to secure a ‘No’ vote at the referendum.
and Western Australia require a referendum to change their Certainly, there are a number of things in terms of the
Constitutions; others require a majority in both Houses ofState’s Constitution that we would like to embrace at some
State Parliament, and so on. stage, for example, to embrace and define multiculturalism

I am trying to emphasise that, under the umbrella ofin statute. | think that is something that we could do in the
national constitutional consistency, there can also be varfuture. Also, a South Australian preamble could include a
ations at the State level. For instance, under a republic, we itiear recognition of the original inhabitants, the indigenous
South Australia might choose for our Governor to be chosepeoples of South Australia.
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| am very concerned about the coming referendum. At thevere repugnant to British law. This freed the Commonwealth
local level | have been disappointed with the lack of debat®f Australia Parliament from the legislative apron strings of
and the lack of action, and | think that if people who supporthe Colonial Laws Validity Act, but it did not free the State
the republican cause want to achieve a majority in this Stateegislatures. State Parliaments remained subject to British
they will need to get cracking. It will be a great shame to failstatutes of paramount force on merchant shipping, offences
the test of history. For me, Australia’s becoming a republicat sea, appeals to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
is not about change for change’s sake, but about defininGouncil, and Acts prescribing manner and form requirements
what Australia stands for; it is not about embracing alierfor the passage of constitutional amendments.
concepts, but, rather, reinforcing our loyalty to Australia as After Federation, the British Government continued to
citizens, not subjects. Becoming a republic is not aboubandle much of Australia’s foreign relations. By the 1931
ignoring Australia’s history or denying our heritage: it is part Statute of Westminster, Britain recognised the complete legal
of our evolution as a nation and a way of asserting theand administrative independence of the dominions, including
sovereignty of the people. Australia. For instance, although the British King still

Certainly, Labor believes that, above all else, Australiansippointed the Australian Governor-General, he did so on the
deserve a head of State who exemplifies, unites and promotadvice of the Australian Prime Minister, not the British
our nation, who lives amongst us and whose loyalties li€Colonial Office or Foreign Office. However, at State level
firmly and solely with the people of Australia—a fellow British Ministers still had a role in advising the King on the
citizen. Unfortunately, | can see the republic debate being imppointment of State Governors, and there were the excep-
danger of slipping away from us despite the overwhelmingions to the Colonial Laws Validity Act.
support of Australians under the age of 50. South Australia To abolish all these remnants of British authority in
could be crucial to the republic vote in November simplyAustralia, the State Parliaments and Commonwealth Parlia-
because any constitutional amendment must secure a majorityent passed Bills called the Australia Acts requesting the
of votes in a majority of States. The question of whether oBritish Parliament to legislate to abolish these remnants. This
not Australia becomes a republic could be won or lost invas done in 1985 and 1986. The preamble to South Aust-
South Australia. ralia’s Australia Act says that its purpose is to make clear that

| am certainly concerned that just a few months away fromAustralia is a sovereign, independent and federal nation. |
a vote the ‘Yes’ campaign for the republic is simply not onsupport the Australia Acts unequivocally, but one must
the political radar of this State. | think urgent action needs taemember that at the time they were before the Houses of
be taken by the Australian Republican Movement and othelParliament there was much in the way of conspiratorial
supporters of the republic if we are to succeed. This is onallegations that somehow some great damage was being done
opportunity that | believe cannot be squandered. | certainlyo our constitutional fabric by the Australia Acts. This was
have offered to campaign vigorously for the republic in thisnonsense and it has been proved nonsense by the passage of
State—so will our Party. | hope that the Premier will join metime. Section 1 of the schedule to the Australia Act of the
in offering to jointly launch the ‘Yes’ campaign in this State, British Parliament provides:
but if we are to do so we must get cracking and start enthus- No Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom passed after the
ing Australians and South Australians that their time hasommencement of this Act shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to

come to make a difference. | have great pleasure in suppor‘ﬁe Commonwealth, to a State or to a Territory as part of the law of
ing the Bill the Commonwealth, of the State or of the Territory.

Section 7(5) provides:

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The State of South Australia ~ The advice to Her Majesty in relation to the exercise of the
was a British colony. Until the Governor of the colony was powers and functions of Her Majesty in respect of a State shall be
furnished with a Legislative Council, the laws of Southtendered by the Premier of a State.

Australia were the laws of the United Kingdom—~both Under the Act, no longer could a Bill be reserved for Her
common law and the statutes of the British Parliament. AfteMajesty’s assent instead of the Governor's assent. If a State
the Legislative Council began its work of passing laws forGovernor assents to a Bill, his or her decision may not be
South Australia, one judge of the South Australian courtsdisallowed by Her Majesty. Moreover, the British
Judge Boothby, ruled that no South Australian statute thaBovernment was no longer to have any responsibility for the
was repugnant to the law of the United Kingdom was valid. Government of any State and no appeals may be made from
A struggle between the Government of South Australia andustralian courts to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Judge Boothby ensued and he was sacked. Council.

In 1865, the British Parliament passed the Colonial Laws Australians will be asked in November this year whether
Validity Act which provided that no laws of British colonies they would like to sever the tenuous connection to Britain
would be ruled invalid only because they were different fromaltogether by Australia’s becoming a republic. If a majority
or contrary to (repugnant was the technical term) the laws abf Australians in a majority of States vote for a republic, the
the United Kingdom. The only exception was laws of theCommonwealth of Australia will become a republic and a
British Parliament that were expressly enacted to apply to president will be appointed by a two-thirds majority of the
colony and laws that applied to a colony by necessarfCommonwealth Parliament. The States will remain monar-
intendment. Colonial laws that were repugnant to these lawshies.
of the British Parliament were invalid only to the extent ofthe  The Attorney-General of South Australia has foreshad-
repugnancy. owed that, to change our State from a monarchy to a republic,

Of course, in 1901 the Australian colonies federated tde would propose to hold a referendum of South Australians.
form the Commonwealth of Australia. The Commonwealthlt seems to me that, once the Commonwealth referendum is
also was subject to the Colonial Laws Validity Act. The carried, a referendum would easily be carried in any State of
Statute of Westminster 1931 removed any disabilities orustralia to make that State into a republic. The States may,
dominion legislatures to pass laws on the grounds that thdyowever, decide without a referendum, by a simple Act of
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Parliament carried by a majority in both Houses ofOpposition inthat | believe that, if a particular State wants to
Parliament, to become a republic. For the purposes of theemain a monarchy, it can. It will be an historical curiosity
current Bill, the difficult part of the Australia Acts is section but | do not believe that there is any constitutional objection
7(1), which provides: to a State remaining a monarchy after the passage of the

Her Majesty’s representative in each State shall be the GoverndeOmMmonwealth referendum. It is the right of a State to

That is not merely legislation of the South Australian remain amqnarchy If- I \{vants.
: : o Mr Scalzi interjecting:
Parliament and the Commonwealth Parliament: it is also

N e . . Mr ATKINSON: | am glad that the member for Hartley
legislation of the British Parliament. And it was passed by theggrees with me. I do not think that, after the passage of the

igtli]u;?gllizwesnt;?é tggé?g#gﬁiga?‘%d twghégafnogﬁviggﬁ ommonwealth referendum, any State will want to remain
monarchy and, indeed, South Australia can become a

Parliament. . . .
e . . . republic by a simple Act of Parliament—although our
The difficulty with the Australia Acts is that they can be zyqney_General has promised a referendum on the matter
amended only by all the State Parliaments and the Commogy, 14 the Commonwealth referendum be carried. So, it

vc\;/ealth Par“allmenft getélng ttogetheorl.thM%rely carrymglgth eems to me that, if South Australians want their State to
ommonwealtn referenaum to amend the Lommonwea ecome a republic after the Commonwealth becomes a

Australia Constitution Act will not amend the Australia Acts. republic, they should not be frustrated in their intention by

So, if a majority of Australians in a majority of States Were goqinn 7(1) of the Australia Acts. This is not a conspiracy.

to vote for a republic at Commonwealth level and then aryisiis ot unconstitutional. The passage of this Bill will have

majority of South Australians were to vote in a SOUthno effect on the Commonwealth referendum in November.
Australian referendum for a republic, they would not get the|rI support the Bill

way, notionally, because of section 7(1) of the Australia

Acts—that is, the Governor would continue to be Her prLEWIS (Hammond): The situation outlined by the
Majesty’s representative in South Australia. That is absuréhembper for Spence, as I heard it as | entered the Chamber,
in a republic and thatis why we have this Bill before us now.is pretty much as | have understood it. Certainly, the last four
If a State Parliament were to try to amend on its ownsentences that he uttered were, as | understand it, in concur-
section 7 of the Australia Acts so that the Governor were nofence with my view of the matter. However, much of the
Her Majesty’s representative, it might be argued that this wagarlier remarks that | heard him making from my office on
contrary to the manner and form provision for amendment ofhe intercom were not really related to this measure. In some
the Australia Act and that it was unconstitutional. So, as theespects, they address the matter of the referendum in
Leader of the Opposition points out, the way to amend\ovember, in which we will all participate to decide whether
contingently that part of the Australia Acts is for the or not Australia is to change its constitutional arrangements
Commonwealth Parliament to pass amending legislation abr the appointment of the Head of State. | would simply add
the request of all the States. It seems to me that the amendigg an aside (as the member for Spence and other members
Bill is part of uniform legislation drafted by the Solicitors- would naturally expect of me) that | am flatly opposed to that
General and Parliamentary Counsel. The amending Bilbroposition. I think that it is idiocy. It takes us into an area of
would only come into force on the Commonwealth's constitutional rewriting, the consequences of which are not
Constitutional Alteration (Establishment of a Republic) Bill properly understood by those who are proposing it. And the
being carried by a majority of voters in a majority of Statesform of words that they are choosing to use is causing them
and its receiving the royal assent. a great deal of angst, because they fear that if they refer to
Again, the conspiracy theorists have been out in forcematters using terms such as ‘president’ and ‘republic’ it might
particularly on talk-back radio and in letters to members ofrighten away too many voters. Well, they are dead right: it
Parliament, arguing that somehow this move is unconstitusrobably will.
tional—it is not—and arguing that it is an attempt to prejudge  However, | will not detain the House too long in my
the question of whether Australia should become a republigemarks on this matter. It does provide the means by which
The Attorney-General, the Hon. K.T. Griffin, is a staunchthe State will prevent a Commonwealth Government—
monarchist but he is the man who has moved this Bill in thevhether it be this one, the next, or any—from ever interfering
South Australian Parliament. I hardly think that the Hon. K.T.in the arrangements made by this State for the determination
Griffin will be undermining the Crown by any means. of how the Head of State is appointed, what powers the Head
My feeling is that, if a majority of Australians in a of State has and, what is more, the nature of the relationship
majority of States want a republic and a majority of Southbetween the Governor and the Parliament, and their respec-
Australians vote for a republic (which | think they almost tive roles.
certainly would after the passage of the Commonwealth That will remain always a part of our Constitution, and
referendum), they are entitled to have a republic, and ifhis Bill, once it becomes an Act, ensures that no change can
section 7(1) of the Australia Acts stands in the way of thatpccur to that unless there is a referendum, and | rely very
it ought to be repealed contingently on the Commonwealtlstrongly and heavily upon the assurances of the Attorney-
referendum being passed. That it is repealed on the CommoGeneral and the Premier on that point. | am satisfied that
wealth referendum being passed does not oblige the Parlighey, along with the member for Spence, understand it in
ment of South Australia to repeal section 7(1) of the Australighose terms. It does not affect the outcome of the referendum,
Acts. All the Bill before us does is give the State Parliamenhor does it necessarily set the stage for anything to happen
authority to repeal section 7(1) of the Australia Acts if aafter the referendum is held. Indeed, it prevents anything
majority of both Houses of Parliament want it. from happening unless it is the will of the people, and so it
It may be that South Australians, after the passage of thghould be. It is for that reason that | support the Bill.
Commonwealth referendum on a republic, will want to  Nothing can change unless there is to be a referendum in
remain a monarchy. | differ slightly from the Leader of the South Australia in which all South Australians can participate



Tuesday 27 July 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1871

in relation to South Australia’s arrangements. Parliament isaution. So, obviously, that part of my second reading

not simply the House of Assembly and the Legislativecontribution, which assumed that these Bills passed by the

Council: it is also— Commonwealth and State Parliaments would be a prelude to
Mr Atkinson: The Crown in Parliament a request to the British Parliament to amend section 7(1) of
Mr LEWIS: Indeed—the head of State from which it the Australia Acts, is wrong.

derives its authority to exist. But the head of State has no The Hon. I.F. EVANS: It appears to be wrong, but it was

authority other than to ensure that Parliament can continue t&uch a beautiful contribution that I did not want to interrupt.

exist and do its work; and, having done its work, the head of Clause passed.

state knows that the responsibility that he or she, whomever Schedule passed.

that may be from time to time, has is to pass that into law if Preamble.

the work has been done by the Parliament in accordance with The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | move:

the COI’]StItUtIOn | therefore Commend the Goverﬂment, the Page 1, line 11—Leave out ‘proposes to introduce’ and insert

Minister and, indeed, the Opposition for the sensible mannehas introduced’.

in which they have handled this matter and this debate. | affthis amendment brings the Bill up to date. When the Bill was
saddened that journalists seem to take no interest in the fagkroduced on 26 May 1999, the Commonwealth Government
that we, as politicians, on a matter of the greatest gravity t9roposed to introduce a Bill for the constitutional alteration
secure the arrangements for good government, are nonethg;q establishment of a Republic 1999. The Commonwealth
less so disinterested that they are not even present to notefys now introduced its Bill: it did so on 10 June and this

. mendment simply refl hat.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support this Bill on the very a Emdengmtesnt fa¥ri§d?;:(sa;rr?lf)le as amended passed.
strict proviso that it is passed only to protect our State’s rights Title passed '
and interests. | understand that the Bill guarantees and Bill read ath.ird time and passed
protects our State’s sovereignty and that, irrespective of the ’
decision of the referendum in NOVEmber, we must pUt thisin RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES (MlSCELLANEOUS)
place. For the record | state that, without any doubt, | am a AMENDMENT BILL
constitutional monarchist. | support this Bill because,
irrespective of what happens in November, it protects our Adjourned debate on second reading.

State’s rights. (Continued from 8 July. Page 1831.)
The Hon. I.F. EVANS  (Minister for Industry and Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Government's Bill makes
Trade): | thank all members for their contributions. a number of minor amendments to the Residential Tenancies

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is thatthe Bill - Act. Also, the Government has foreshadowed what | consider
be now read a second time. For the question, say ‘Ayea major amendment to section 90 of the Act.

against ‘No.’ | believe the Ayes have it. In relation to the housekeeping matters, the tribunal felt
Bill read a second time. that it did not have proper authority to deposit money lodged
In Committee. with it in the Residential Tenancies Fund which is held by the

Mr ATKINSON:  Could the Chair affirm that that vote Commissioner of Consumer Affairs. It now seeks explicit
was passed by an absolute majority, as is required under oguthority for amounts paid into the tribunal to be deposited

Constitution? with the Residential Tenancies Fund. The Opposition is
The CHAIRMAN: The Chair did not hear any negative happy to support that change.

voice. In New South Wales, the equivalent tribunal held that the
Clause 1 passed. failure of a landlord to repair items in a rented dwelling
Clause 2. which led to the relocation of the tenants could lead to the

Mr ATKINSON: If the Bill is passed but the Common- award of damages against the landlord for physical incon-
wealth referendum fails, will this Bill lapse permanently— venience, physical injury, disappointment or distress. The
Mr Venning interjecting: Government thinks it would be unwise for the Residential
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Tenancies Tribunal in South Australia to take on such a
Mr ATKINSON: The member for Schubert interjects that jurisdiction, that is, for awarding damages for personal injury
he is sure that the referendum will fail, and | agree with him.and the like, and the Opposition is inclined to agree with it.
Should the referendum fail, will the Bill lapse permanentlylt is not as if tenants do not have a remedy for tortious
or will it be held in limbo ready to be used after anotherconduct by landlord. They can approach the courts. It is not

referendum? for the tribunal to be hearing cases of this kind.
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: | am advised that the Bill will Another change proposed by the Government is to allow
remain on the statute book but does not come into force. landlords to recover the cost of advertising goods abandoned
Clause passed. by tenants in the landlord’s premises. Now the landlord may
Clause 3. recover the reasonable costs of removing, storing and selling

Mr ATKINSON: This clause provides that the South the goods, but it is thought that it may not be certain that a
Australian Parliament requests the Parliament of théandlord can recover the reasonable costs of advertising that
Commonwealth to enact this proposal. Are we also asking thiee has the goods. The tribunal, according to the Attorney, has
British Parliament to enact this proposal, namely, to deletéeen reluctant to hold that the giving of notice falls within the
subsection (1) from section 7(1) of the Australia Acts?  definition of ‘removal’ in the current Act. The Opposition is

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: | am advised that the State does happy to support that amendment.
not need to get the British Parliament’s approval. There are two further amendments which the Government

Mr ATKINSON: | should have thought that the proposed inthe Committee stage in another place. Now that
Commonwealth would do that out of an abundance othe Aboriginal Housing Authority has separated from the
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Housing Trust and manages its 1 800 dwellings independentratter. | am sure many members had that frustration, as | did,
ly of the Housing Trust, the Government proposes that thé trying to deal with unruly tenants who were driving the
Aboriginal Housing Authority be treated the same as theneighbourhood crazy, when the landlord was, to use the
Housing Trust for the purposes of the Act. The Oppositiorcolloquial term, a ‘slum’ landlord and happy to have tenants
supports that proposal, especially considering that when thef that kind as long as they paid their rent.
Aboriginal Housing Unit was part of the Housing Trust, it ~ Mr Lewis interjecting:
was bound by certain sections of the Residential Tenancies Mr ATKINSON: The member for Hammond has a good
Act. point there. A landlord in the Woodville area springs to mind
Another minor amendment arises from the South Austimmediately. The member for Ross Smith and | supported
ralian Supreme Court caghell v. Kenmark Park Pty. Ltd. this amendment. It was moved by the Hon. Anne Levy in
which held that a corporation could not be a residential tenardnother place, who was very sporting because she had
for the purposes of the Act. Of course, it sometimes happengsisted it in the parliamentary Party, and she prevailed in the
that a corporation rents a dwelling on behalf of an employeether place. It became part of the law of South Australia.
of the corporation, and for all intents and purposes the This legislation was not entirely welcome to some
employee is the tenant, but the Government proposes to alloiembers of the Residential Tenancies Tribunal. One of them
a corporation to be the residential tenant for some purposesught means to undermine this section of the Act, so on an
of the Act, and the Opposition is happy to supportthat.  application under section 90 one member of the tribunal
This brings me to the amendment to section 90 of theointed out there was nothing in the Act to stop the landlord,
Residential Tenancies Act, which is being moved by theafter an order for eviction was made by the tribunal, reinstat-
Minister in this place. Section 90 of the Residential Tenancieghg that same tenant to the dwelling, then necessitating
Act was in fact an Opposition initiative in, | think, 1995 or another application under section 90.
1996. At that time it was stoutly resisted by the Attorney-  Well, in the other place the Opposition moved that this
General, but he was overcome in the Liberal Party room byught to be defeated by further amendment to the Residential
the large number of Liberal backbenchers in the House dfenancies Act, saying that the landlord must not let the
Assembly who supported the Opposition’s amendment whichremises to the same person within six months of an order
was initiated in the parliamentary Labor Party by the membebeing made under section 90 by the tribunal. It was quite a
for Ross Smith and me, acting in concert. Section 9Gommonsense provision, but not to our Attorney-General. No,
provides: our Attorney-General said, ‘Freedom of contracts ought to
The tribunal may, on application by an interested personprevail in this Situation'; he had never liked section 90 of the

terminate a residential tenancy and make an order for possessionAtt, and he was not going to amend it at the Hon. Carmel
the premises if itis satisfied that the tenant has used the premises@g||o’s instance.

caused or permitted the premises to be used for an illegal purpose or . fatal
caused or permitted a nuisance or caused or permitted an interference The Hon. |.F. Evans: Those bloody monarchists!

with the reasonable peace, comfort or privacy of another personwho Mr ATKINSON:  Well, ‘bloody-mindedness’, as the

resides in the immediate vicinity of the premises. Minister says. He knows the Attorney-General well, but | am

The section goes on to say: pleased to say that the Attorney-General has been brought
If the tribunal terminates a tenancy and makes an order fo?r%und by Gcr)]vernment merc'jnbers of the House of Assembly

possession under this section, the tribunal must specify the day &d We now have an amendment— .

from which the orders will operate, not being more than 28 days after Mr Lewis: Freedom of contract with his own mind!

the day on which the orders are made. Mr ATKINSON: Freedom of contract with his own

The section also provides: mind, as the member for Hammond quite rightly says. The
In this section, ‘interested person’ means the landlord or a persofitiorney-General has now compromised with his critics and

who has been adversely affected by the conduct of the tenant drongratulate him for doing this. He has come to what | think
which the application is based. is a reasonable compromise of the matter. The Attorney-

Anyone who has any length of experience as a member of tfgeneral did have one good point in that, under section 90, the
House of Assembly will know exactly what that section is alllandlord was not necessarily a party to the section 90 hearing.
about, and it is no wonder that it was a member of thel hatwas an omission in the original proposal drafted by the
Legislative Council who had almost no contact with constitu-member for Ross Smith and me, and itis important that the
ents who resisted a section like that, and members of tn@ndlord is present at the tribunal or at least has an opportuni-
House of Assembly from both sides who supported it. 1Y to be present at the tribunal when a section 90 application
There are so many examples that we all come across & heard. Many landlords will not take up that opportunity and

tenants of a dwelling driving the whole neighbourhood crazyMost landlords, I'think, will agree with a section 90 eviction
by their conduct. That s, they might use the premises for agetice. Of course, a small minority of landlords will be happy
illegal purpose. A bikie gang might gather there, and the o have .dlsruptlve tenants stay on. _They will have an
might argue with each other until the early hours of theOPportunity to be represented now if this Government
morning and continue the argument in the front garden angMmendmentis passed. In part, the amendment states:

on the street. They might pull all the furniture out of the  the tribunal must not make an order under section [90] unless

e landlord has been given a reasonable opportunity to be heard in
house and smash itin the street as part of the argument. ThIr ation to the matter: and

might go gaga on the mgdian stripat2a.m. They might have (b) if the landlord objects to the making of an order under this
drunken revelry at all times of the day or night, and theysection, the tribunal must not make an order unless the tribunal is
might assault their neighbours and other people who live isatisfied that exceptional circumstances exist justifying the making
the street. of the order in any event.

If their landlord is happy to have those kind of tenantsl think that really overstates the case, but | am happy to go
continue in the premises, there was nothing before section 3ong with it because I think it is as good as | am going to get
was enacted that the neighbourhood could do about theut of the Attorney-General. The second thing is that | do not
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think landlords who are landlords to the counter-culture willof that further consideration. The amendments | move will
have the temerity to appear before the tribunal to argugive the tribunal a discretion to order that, on termination of
against the section 90 order, so | do not think the Attorneythe tenancy, the landlord cannot enter into a new residential
General’s formulation is going to be a problem to any of ustenancy agreement with the tenant for up to three months.
| support the Government amendment and | support the BillFurther, the amendments provide that the tribunal cannot
make an order under section 90 unless the landlord has had
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Industry and the reasonable opportunity to be heard and, if the landlord
Trade): | thank the honourable member for his contribution.objects to the making of the order, the tribunal must not make

Bill read a second time. the order unless exceptional circumstances exist justifying the
In Committee. making of the order. These amendments balance the right of
Clauses 1 to 4 passed. the landlord to rent or to continue to rent the premises to a
New clause 4A. tenant of their choosing while still permitting a third party to
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | move: seek the end of the tenancy in certain circumstances.

Page 1, after line 25—Insert new clause as follows: Mr ATKINSON: - How many landlords appear in section

4A.  Section 90 of the principal Actis amended by striking 90 hearings in defence of their tenants or in support of the
out subsection (2) and substituting the following subsections: eviction?
(2) If the tribunal terminates a tenancy and makes an order The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | will take the guestion on notice,

for ?;thisfr'%ﬂ#gldrﬁhg'zsgg#;?r; day as from which the but the honourable member might indicate over what period

order will operate, being not more than 28 days aftern€ wants those figures.
the day on which the orders are made; and Mr ATKINSON: Since it was introduced.
(b) the tribunal may order that the landlord must notenter  New clause inserted.

into a residential tenancy agreement with the tenant . .
in relation to the same premises for a period deter- Reémaining clauses (5 to 8) and title passed.

mined by the tribunal (being a period not exceeding  Bill read a third time and passed.
three months) (and any agreement entered into in

contravention of such an order is void). SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
(2a) However—

(a) the tribunal must not make an order under this section unless P
the landlord has been given a reasonable opportunity to b The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Industry and

heard in relation to the matter; and ?’rade): I move:

(b) if the landlord objects to the making of an order under this  That the sitting of the House be extended beyond 6 p.m.
section, the tribunal must not make an order unless the

tribunal is satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist Motion carried.
justifying the making of the order in any event.

When this measure was in the other place amendments to ADJOURNMENT DEBATE

section 90 were proposed. Section 90 is a provision which .

allows a landlord or a third party to make application to the_ 1€ Hon. I.F. EVANS - (Minister for Industry and

tribunal for the termination of a tenancy if the tenant has rade): | move:

used, caused or permitted the premises to be used for an That the House do now adjourn.

illegal purpose; caused or permitted a nuisance; or permitted The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | understand that, with the

an interference with the reasonable peace, comfort or privaayoncurrence of the Opposition, | will call in this instance the

of another person who resides in the immediate vicinity. member for Colton as the first speaker in this grievance
The present situation with respect to section 90 applicadebate.

tions is that, when a landlord joins with third parties or is the

applicant under section 90, the landlord clearly wants the Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | have been approached by

tenancy to end, and in the usual course, if the tribunal ordef¥lr Ken Turner over the past six months and have shared his

the termination of the tenancy, the landlord will enforce thesorrow and torment at the loss of his daughter, Shirree, who

order to vacate the premises. However, if the landlord is notvas murdered on 6 June 1993. Many members will recall

a party to the proceedings or does not want the tenancy taow Shirree was sexually assaulted and stabbed five times in

terminate, in the event that an order to terminate is made, thereserve in Oaklands Park and how she then dragged herself

landlord may choose not to enforce the order. If the landlordo a nearby home for help. She eventually collapsed and was

is satisfied with the tenant or if the landlord is satisfied thafound dead later that morning.

the tenant’s future behaviour will be different, the landlord A breakthrough came two years later when two men

is not placed in a situation where he or she is forced to endverheard a conversation about a man named Frank who had

the tenancy. stabbed a girl. An investigation followed, resulting in police
An amendment was proposed in the other place to prohibititerviewing the accused in October 1995. The person

a landlord from entering into a new tenancy with the tenaninterviewed was Frank Mercuri. He was interviewed by

in relation to the same premises for a period of six monthspolice in Victoria, where he was serving a sentence for the

where the tenancy is terminated under section 90. Thattempted rape and murder of a young woman. Because of his

proposed amendment would have forced the end of thexisting sentence, the police were unable to extradite him to

tenancy possibly against the wishes of the landlord. In thédelaide until August 1996, and after 12 months of commit-

other place, the view was expressed that the tribunal shouldl hearing, followed by a trial in the Supreme Court in 1998,

not be able to make an order under section 90, at the vellye was acquitted due to a lack of evidence.

minimum, without hearing from the landlord. The Attorney- It is also reputed that in early 1994 he picked up a lady,

General agreed to do some work on the issues arising fromook her home to a house and, because he was impotent, got

section 90 with a view to bringing suitable amendments tangry and frustrated and set fire to her lounge room, resulting

this place for consideration. These amendments are the resintthe death of her six year old son from smoke inhalation. In
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1994 he lured a female friend into a motel room and stabbenhean to ordinary people. We started asking questions about
her seven times after trying to rape her. She escaped froflinders Medical Centre, because it needs to reduce by
him, but he chased her, dragged her up some stairs and th§s million the amount that it spends on patient services this
threw her over the balcony to the street below, leaving her foyear. 1, too, attended a meeting at Flinders last week, as the
dead. Minister had been a couple of days before, at which we were

Some 10 days later, after discovering that she hatbld that this figure could have been as high as $7 million if
survived, Mercuri gave himself up to police. He was subsethe Health Commission and the Minister insisted that it pay
guently tried and convicted of attempted rape and intentionaback its debt of nearly $2 million from last year. We hope
ly causing serious injury. The judge deemed that this mathat it has to pay back only $5 million since a cut of that
was worthy of rehabilitation (we have heard this time andmagnitude to patient services will be bad enough.

again) and sentenced him to four years, with a 33 month \ye have been told that in the last month a record number
nonparole period. The maximum penalty for this crime iNof gver 175 patients waited more than 12 hours in the
Victoria is a sentence of 27%2 years. o Flinders Medical Centre Accident and Emergency Depart-
_Mr Ken Turner knows only too well that nothing will ever ment. Interestingly enough, in answering the question, the
bring back his daughter. However, he is devastated that nyinister made the extraordinary statement that it should be
one has ever paid for the horrific injuries inflicted upon histhe ideal for hospitals to place patients requiring admission
daughter, Shirree, causing her to die in such a terrible waynto a bed in a ward with a proper allocation of staff looking
He wants to see a change in the system. The law in this cagter them. It should be the ideal! It should no longer be a
is an ass, because it does not permit evidence of past condyggitimate expectation of everyone that they be placed in a
on the part of an accused person to be placed before a juRyard when they require admission. It is only an ideal. Oh,
exceptin very limited circumstances. In this case, it was felhow we have slipped, if that is what we now expect in our
that if previous convictions, case history and other evidencgealth system today. That is an extraordinary admission on
of criminal conduct were placed before the jury, it might well the Minister's part.
have reasoned that, for the sole reason that a person had beeq noted also that the Minister did not accept any responsi-
guilty of criminal conduct in the past, he or she was guilty Ofbility and, of course, he never does. He said that he was

thatgtffe:tc:ke an example whereby vou are walking down asking the hospital to look at better ways to manage the
u xample w yyou walking down &, mper of patients coming through their accident and

street i[n yogrb.r;eighbourh%odl ano\l(a dog Cr(t)TtestP?UI from. mergency department and how it juggled the beds. It is all
property and bites you on the leg. You reporti O, € councl ery well for him to say that. It is interesting to note that he
officer. The first question that he will ask the dog’s owner iSanted to compare the figures with the Royal Adelaide
whether %hte ?(09 hat(:] ev;r t3|tten anyone befc&re.fIntzhlskpaqgospital which he seemed to suggest was doing it in a better
you want to know the dog's previous record ot attacking ay. He failed to say that Flinders Medical Centre is much

people. Why should you not have the right to know the recor usier than the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Flinders Medical

of an accused person when on two occasions he has begll . a5 the third busiest accident and emergency depart-
charged for similar crimes of attempted rape and attempte

murder? entin Australia, with 50 000 people coming through it per

Ken T is ad t fath dad ¢ h year. It is surpassed only by the Royal Brisbane Hospital,
still gerri]evil:{g frz;zslgsseocfehri]s c?auzrh?gr ghirGr(f:ein Irﬁ) ﬁ?:(l)i?e\;\ilmoe hiCh- has 58 000 people going through, and the Royal Perth
he wants at least to change the systém so that in future, whgnOSp'tal‘ which has 53 000 people going through.

people such as Frank Mercuri go to court, the jury and the Interestlngl_y enough_, at Flinders Medical Centre the
judge are informed of the prior convictions and performanc&umber of patients admitted per bed from the Accident and
of accused persons. If the life of his daughter achieves thiEmergency Department is 116, compared with the Royal
Ken Turner will see that at least some value and protectioﬁf'Sba”e Hospital with 72 per bed, the Royal Perth Hospital
is given to young women such as Shirree in the future. | willVith 75 per bed, the Royal Adelaide Hospital with 71 per bed,
challenge the Attorney-General in the Party room and in th@"d the Queen Elizabeth Hospital with 83 per bed. Of course,
Parliament to look into this matter and to amend the law s§€ Upshot of this is that the Flinders Medical Centre has a far
that the death of Shirree and Ken’s loss leaves some legaéygner ratio of people being admitted from A&E compared
for the future and safety of South Australian women. with the number of beds in the hospital. It simply needs more
beds. Itis a special and unique case. The Minister telling the
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | refer to the matters that | Staff at the hospital just to look at better ways of juggling
raised this afternoon in Question Time in relation to healtiheir beds will not help. Again, it is simply failing to admit
services in South Australia, because it would be a good ide#at special measures need to be putin place at that hospital
for members to reflect on what was and was not said by bothecause it is a unique situation.
the Minister for Human Services and the Premier. As we all | also noted that the Minister again mentioned that he was
know, this State Government has imposed huge, unrelentiregking the hospital to look at category 4 and 5 patients. He
cuts to health services since it assumed office in 1993.  was suggesting that these patients should not be turning up
Over $230 million of cuts were effected before the lastat A&E departments but going to their doctors. That very
election, and of course we know that another $36 million ofpoint was mentioned at a meeting last week at the Flinders
cuts were announced just a month ago. The $230 million iMedical Centre, representatives of which pointed out clearly
cuts have certainly had an impact, and the $36 million oto us that itis not as simple as the Minister suggests. Itis not
extra cuts which are about to start will impact right across thes simple as turning away these patients and just sending
board on every South Australian family. them to GPs. For instance, category 4 patients could be
The questions today began the process of teasing out theseffering from the following: acute abdominal pain, a
issues and bringing to the notice of the Parliament, andprained ankle, a miscarriage, a headache (which could be the
hopefully the Minister and the Premier, just what this will precursor to something very serious), appendicitis, an
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incomplete abortion, and a number of other ailments withup to the hospitals; again, he took the attitude of ‘Not my
which GPs certainly would not wish to deal. responsibility.’ He is becoming well known for that answer.

It has been interesting to talk to people who manage
ospitals about just how they will deliver the cuts and the
Expenditure reductions they have been asked to implement.

because he has been given exactly the same information &81S IS what | have been told will happen. The head of State-
| have. Overall, the Minister again refused to take any'd€ Services, Dr Brendon Kearney, will talk separately to
. : deach of the metropolitan hospitals by the end of July. After

Hat, they are not sure what will happen. Somehow, after he
as heard from them all separately, he will come up with
Some plan about how this will be coordinated. The hospitals

have to find $3 million as a result of expenditure cuts in their{hemselves have no idea when this will occur and what will
services. We have been told on very good advice that thge the outcome. \We must remember that the.year has already
Queen Elizabeth Hospital normally in winter would open aStarted; it s_tarted on 1 July. They do not seriously expect to
32 bed ward in order cope with extra demand. It has not donlget?]ri:)nyth'ng before September. What sort of management

s0. It has been prevented from doing so because of budg I would like to say two things. We heard a lot about blame

concerns. Its plans to implement its expenditure reduction
include: cIosinpg another :EZ bed ward atFihe Queen EIizabet?Pr the total health system, the need for the future, the need
or the big picture, but the Government has a responsibility

Hospital; closing a 16 bed ward at the Lyell McEwin r the here and now, as well. The Minister for Human

Hospital; combining intensive care and the high dependencg)ervices and the Premier, time after time today in Question

unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital; and cancelling outpaz. daf linsult th ) I
tients completely on Wednesdays at the Queen EIizabéi}F'.me_an afew personal Insufts were thrown in, as wet—

. ailed to accept the fact that they are responsible for the here
Hospital. .

and now, and so far they have done nothing to assume that
| asked the Minister what plans he had to implement thisresponsibility.

His answer was a big yawn. His answer was, ‘Thisisn'tnew; The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
| talked all about this at Estimates.’ He did not talk about itmember’s time has expired.
at all at Estimates. In fact, he gave broad indications of the Motion carried.
extent of the cuts he was going to make but, when he was
questioned by me in Estimates about how this was goingto At 6.15 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
happen or be coordinated, he said nothing. He said that it w&8 July at 2 p.m.

For the Minister simply to dismiss this and say that he ha
also asked the hospital to look at ways of flicking thes
patients to GPs is simply unrealistic, and he knows tha

instance he talked about today was the Queen Elizabe
Hospital. That hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital,
which are both part of the north-west Adelaide health servic



