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The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

State Supply Board—Report, 1998-99

Superannuation Funds Management Corporation of SA
(Funds SA)—Report, 1998-99

Synergen—Report, 1998-99

Terra Gas Trader Pty Ltd—Report, 1998-99

Electricity Act—Regulations—Industry Regulator

By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. D.C.

Kotz)—

PORTS CORPORATION

A petition signed by 1 479 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the government not to sell the
operations of the Ports Corporation on Kangaroo Island was

Animal Welfare Advisory Committee—Report, 1998-99

Land Board—Report, 1998-99

Onkaparinga Catchment Water Management Board—
Report, 1999

Reserve Planing and Management Advisory Committee—

presented by the Hon. D.C. Brown.
Petition received.

NOTICE PAPER AND DAILY PROGRAM

The SPEAKER: | advise members that, as part of the
development of the MAPICS project, from tomorrow the

Notice Paper and the Daily Program will be emailed to their

electorate offices. In the case of the Notice Paper that will b
by 9 a.m. following the previous day’s sitting and at 1 p.m.
for the Daily Program.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:

By the Minister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources

and Regional Development (Hon. R.G. Kerin)—

Advisory Board of Agriculture—Report, 1998-99
Regulations under the following Acts—
Agricultural Chemicals—Prescribed Standards
Fisheries—
Lobster Pots Age Restriction
Prawn Licence
Fisheries (Gulf St. Vincent Prawn Fishery
Rationalization)—Principal

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon.
Brown)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Harbors and Navigation—
Goolwa Area
Guichen Bay
Nurses—~Principal
TransAdelaide Corporation—Charter, July 1999

By the Minister for Education, Children’s Services and
Training (Hon. M.R. Buckby)—

Construction Industry Training Board—Report, 1998-99

Department of Treasury and Finance—Report, 1998-99

ElectraNet SA—Report, 1999

ETSA Capital Pty Ltd—Report, 1998-99

ETSA Corporation—Report, 1999

ETSA Power—Report, 1998-99

ETSA Utilities Pty Ltd—Report, 1999

Flinders Power Pty Ltd—Report, 1999

Gaming Supervisory Authority—Report, 1998-99

Motor Accident Commission—Report, 1998-99

Office of the Liquor and Gaming Commission—Report,
1998-99

Optima Energy—Report, 1998-99

Parliamentary Superannuation Board—Report, 1998-99

Police Superannuation Board—Report, 1998-99

SA Generation Corporation—Report, 1999

South Australian Asset Management Corporation—
Report, 1998-99

South Australian Government Captive Insurance
Corporation—Report, 1998-99

South Australian Government Financing Authority—
Report, 1998-99

D.C.

Report, 1998-99

South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Council—
Report, 1998-99

State Heritage Authority—Report, 1998-99

Wildlife Advisory Committee—Report, 1998-99

By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. I.F.
Evans)—

Courts Administration Authority—Report, 1998-99
Director of Public Prosecutions—Report, 1998-99
Justice Portfolio (Incorporating the Department of Justice
and the Attorney-General's Department)—Report,
1998-99
Legal Services Commission of South Australia—Report,
1998-99
Office of Film and Literature Classification—Guidelines
for the Classification of Publications
Police Act & Police (Complaints & Disciplinary
Proceedings) Act—Agreement—Conduct constituting
minor misconduct
Public Trustee—Report, 1998-99
South Australian Classification Council—Report, 1998-99
State Electoral Office—Report, 1998-99
Regulations under the following Acts—
Land and Business (Sale and Conveyancing)—Forms
Liquor Licensing—Dry Areas—Port Augusta—Short
Term
Real Property—
Fees—Land Division
Fees—Variation
Supreme Court Act 1935—Rules of Court—Federal State
Jurisdiction

By the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.
I.F. Evans)—

South Australian Harness Racing Authority—Rules of
Racing—Harness Racing—Rules.

e

STATE ECONOMY

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Today | want to talk about the
government’s commitment in taking South Australia to the
world—making sure that the world knows where South
Australia is and what it has to offer. In a fast-changing global
economy never before has this been so important. Our small
population of less than 1.5 million people means that we do
not have the economies of scale for our industries and
businesses to survive and prosper on the strength of local
market alone. Those days are long gone. South Australia
needs to be more export driven and foreign investment
friendly than just about any other state in Australia. This is
our future. It is recognised by this government and is being
recognised—thankfully—by an increasing number of South
Australians and their companies. South Australian companies
now trade with some 180 countries—the highest number of

South Australian Superannuation Board—Report, 1998-99any state in Australia.
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Exports mean job security and job expansion. Foreigrstudents in terms of their costs, but also the more students the
investment, be it through investment in existing Southgreater opportunity there is for curriculum choice, advance-
Australian goods and services or new business initiativesnent and expansion, the beneficiaries being South Australian
means more jobs for South Australians. This in turn meanstudents—not to mention the spending power in a range of
more money being spentin our hotels, clubs, restaurants asthall to medium businesses in the state.

retail stores. In fact, the whole state benefits. Last week | also travelled to Korea to sign a sister city

Taking South Australia to the world is not a glib state- 3greement with the provincial government of Chung Chong
ment. It is a statement of substance. Itis a genuine Comm|Nam Do, the sixth |argest province in the Country_ This
ment from this government to ensure that South Australia anggreement was two years in the making. It provides South
South Australians have the opportunity to make the most oyt stralia and South Australian companies with a solid base
of being part of the global village—making sure thattg pyjld on annual exports of $100 million in refined lead,
international tourists are well versed in the delights of theye|. oil and wool but, more importantly, it places South
state from Kangaroo Island to our wine regions through to the\;stralia in the box seat to take advantage of two key
beauty of the outback and the Flinders Ranges. The outstangmerging sectors: food and beverages, and information
ing success of Tasting Australia and its subsequent prom@achnology. That is the government’s food for the future plan.
tion, marketing and profiling of South Australia of its fine As 3 result of the emerging opportunities, the government is
wines and foods, restaurants and tourist destinations wilj|gq examining the prospects for a trade office to be estab-
enhance that substantially. . . _ lished in Korea. Again, this is about recognising opportunity

It is a commitment that our businesses and industriesang seizing that opportunity. Similarly, a unique tourism
from the emerging aquaculture industries (we are now thgpportunity has also been identified, seized upon and
foremost state in production of farm based aquaculture) tnplemented in Japan. To that extent, | pay credit to Mr
manufacturing and information technology, all have doors tqRobert Gumley, our senior representative in Tokyo, whose
opportunities opened for them. It is a commitment toperseverance and persistence with the Japanese authorities
showcase what we do best. enabled this project to go ahead.

| assure the House that this government is no shrinking South Australia has become the first foreign state or

violet when it comes to selling what is best about South C o : :
Australia—selling our competitive advantage. There is Ou}:ountry to be granted permission 1o run a tourism campaign

. o in 24 000 post offices across Japan through a deal struck last
stable and able work force, record of low industrial disputa- eek between our government office in Tokyo and the

tions and competitive wage structure. There is our low cos apanese ministry of post and telecommunications. The

affordable lifestyle from housing to living costs. Then there mpaign promoting South Australia as a tourist destination

are our food and wines, arts and entertainment—the list goé:gar the more mature Japanese, who have had enough of the
on. ’

The government is committed to taking South Australi east coast experience (that is, beyond the rock, the reef and

to the world and the world to South Australia. As a case iathe bridge) has a potential audience of 45 million Japanese.

h ; ' "South Australia has the exclusive rights for this campaign for
point, last week | travelled to Asia to open up our offices for he first two years, with an option for the third year. The

Eg#gl?gt?r? Aielgéc:ﬁe? I;]?r:g d}fjosrt]rg agﬂ?rtl%%%mgi’sii\s/vseicl:r?s ampaign at a cost of $500 000 shared between the govern-
EducationgAdeIaide is an initiativ)é of the South Australianrhent and the Australian Tourist Commission, aims to lift the
number of Japanese tourists from 20 000 to 50 000 a year for

government, Adelaide City Council and our three un|ver5|t|esan annual injection of up to $500 million into the state—

to promote the state as a high quality and highly affordabl . S = Y
education destination. And the initiative is working. %gam, an opportunity identified; the government has acted.

We are actively targeting Hong Kong and Singapore as Last weekin Hong Kong, Cathay Pacific revealed it had
markets with the greatest potential for significant growth inchosen Adelaide over the United Kingdom for the long term
overseas students. Since 1995 there has been a 49 per céaining of its pilots. Pilot training for major airlines is a niche
increase in the number of students from Hong Kong alone-arket; that is what South Australia does well: being
these are full fee paying students—making the city thdnnovative e}nd being gble to specialise. _Brmsh Aerospace
biggest supplier of overseas students to South Australia. Mofdight Training Australia based at Parafield, formerly the
young Singaporeans go on to higher education than any oth&gstralian Aviation College, will now be the sole provider
is ideally placed to take advantage of on-line education ovetends about 12 pilots a year to Adelaide for training. Next
the internet—an area where, | am proud to say, Southearit planstq s.end 40 pilots, with a further 60 the followmg
Australia is the national leader. year. The decision reflects an enormous faith in the quality

This involves taking Adelaide education to the world. An Of the training and expertise supplied by British Aerospace
opportunity has been identified and the government has actefd its specialised Adelaide work force.

And why are an increasing number of students from Hong These initiatives are but a few examples of the benefits of
Kong and Singapore choosing to study in Adelaide? Well, itaking South Australia to the world. The benefits are real; the
is because of our competitive advantage. The average costjob creation is tangible. South Australians can rest assured
living for an overseas student in Sydney is $15 000 a year. Ithat the government will continue to take South Australia to
Adelaide that cost is almost halved to $8 000. That is highthe world. Whilst on this trip during the course of last week,
quality, world recognised education at an affordable cost imliscussions were also held on investment in South Australia,
a safe environment and with an enviable lifestyle. Aboutand in particular the major transport infrastructure of the
$230 million a year is contributed to the economy of SouthAdelaide to Darwin rail link was discussed with interested
Australia by these full fee paying students from overseasparties who were part of the preferred consortium, underscor-
That is not only assisting and offsetting the operational cosng the importance of that transport corridor to South
of our universities, which will assist South Australian Australia, its economy and our future.
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JET SKIS present perhaps a circuit-breaker for Whyalla in this context.
Over recent years, we have seen a diminished work force and

The Hon. DEAN BROWN  (Minister for Human limited capital investment—that is, capital investment that
Services): | table a ministerial statement made by thehas been absolutely essential has been put in place. With a
Minister for Transport and Urban Planning in another placenew purchaser, one would hope that, as a stand alone steel

on jet ski regulation review. operation in either a new publicly floated company (as |
understand is one option), or a trade sale, one would see
QUESTION TIME substantial new investment and, therefore, the endeavour to

get new market opportunities for BHP. That must augur well,
of course, for Whyalla.

BHP STEEL | am also advised by BHP that the management and the
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): work force are to be commended for the efficiency of the

Given the crucial importance of retaining the 2 000 steePPeration at Whyalla: it is one of the more efficient oper-
industry jobs at BHP’s Long Products Division in Whyalla, ations in Australia. The reason Whyalla continued to function

does the Premier favour a trade sale or a sale by public flogd Newcastle did not was in fact because of that point. In
of BHP Steel, and can he confirm to the House that parlialy Ministerial statement a moment ago | mentioned the work
’ rce, the commitment of the work force and the attitude of

ment would need to approve significant changes to the 195, . . . .
indenture agreement between the government and BHP fge work force generally in South Australla being a compet-
tive advantage. In that instance, in Whyalla the work ethic,

allow a new owner to operate the plant? the attitude of th Kt d'th tout of th K
The 1958 indenture (which | believe refers to a former € atlitude ot the work force and the output of the work force
was a factor in retaining the operations at Whyalla vis-a-vis

indenture in 1937) gave BHP exclusive rights to Certa':ke closure of the operations on the eastern seaboard of

mineral deposits, electricity, water and other resources i ; - o
return for building and operating the steelworks. Throug ustralia. It proves the benefits of competitive work force
t;())erformance. Given that—

legislative changes to the indenture, the opposition is keen An honourable member interjecting:
work with the government to secure the best outcome for ) .
9 The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, | pay credit to all who

Whl\)//glrlgbaer;g ifr?tretr[j] : C?il::g?d and loyal BHP workers. were invo_lved in that. If there is the recognition in the broader

The SPEAKER: Order! commu_nlty of the need for_that a_nd the effect on the _South

: ’ . Australian economy, we will continue to get further private

The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | welcome the ggqtor investment which will bring job certainty for South
question from the Leader of the Oppps!tlon anq the fﬁ!Ct.th ustralians. But as it relates to Whyalla | think credit is due
the member for Whyalla took up this issue with a similary, \he herformance of the facility. Major new capital invest-
thrustin my discussions with her, after BHP had indicated Qe wil| e required in the not too distant future, and any
me the course of action that it has now put in place. _purchaser would obviously have to take that into account.

As has been publicly announced, BHP intends to sell itg|garly, the blast furnace has been extended beyond what is
Long Products Division at Whyalla. In discussions with o mglly, as | understand it, an operational lifetime, but with

Mr Paul Anderson and other executives from BHP, they havg,dent management of the blast furnace they have been
indicated that the possible sale of the Long Products DivisioQ,ccessful in that.

could be implemented by two methods: first, a trade sale or, | can assure the leader, the House and the member for
secondly, a public float to shareholders of BHP to establistyy 41 that our endeavours will be to ensure continuity,
an independent company business unit. My understanding {§ther investment, protection of the work force and a facility
that BHP is looking at those options and will make ayyhich contributes substantially to the economy of South
determination as to the course that it would prefer. Australia. To further enhance the prospects of the Whyalla
Itis correct to say that several indentures are in place aperation, if we are able in the not too distant future, in the
Whyalla and also that the ore body has an indenture applyingext month or so, to reach a successful conclusion on the
toit. Any trade sale or any public float with the establishmeniade|aide-Darwin rail link, it offers a prospect of significant
of a new company would, as | am currently advised, in &enefit to Whyalla and to the South Australian economy
preliminary sense, require changes to the indenture. It will b§nere substantial components of the purchasers of the goods
the intention of the government to ensure that the interests @jnq services will be sourced out of South Australia, and |
Whyalla and, in particular, those of the work force, areynderstand that is part of the bid proposal of the preferred
protected in any decisions that BHP would wish to make agonsortium. In that instance, there would be a further boost

it relates to the sale. _ _ _ to Whyalla and to that particular investment and facility.
As the government’s support will be required for indenture
amendment, | can assure the leader, the member for Whyalla COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

and the House that consideration of the work force and the

ongoing investment in Whyalla will be paramount in our ~ Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier outline to the

consideration. | am unsure of the time line, but | wouldHouse the recent government initiatives to promote

anticipate that, over the next six to nine months, the preferredommunity consultation in the decision-making processes of

course from BHP will be identified. | go on to say that, as itgovernment?

relates to BHP and its executives, | would like publicly to  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): Well—

commend them for the way in which they have gone about Members interjecting:

the process in terms of forewarning, advice and explanation The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Spence!

of the steps that they wished to take. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am delighted that there have
As | said at the time, | think that the decision by BHP in been some interjections from those opposite, because | will

the major rationalisation of its operations in Australia will be more than happy in the fullness of this answer to respond
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to some of these questions opposite. We have prided our- The Hon. JW. OLSEN: Yes, | am sure that Mount
selves over a few years on being accessible and listenin8arker will be on the list. If members just wait, | will give
Perhaps the member for Hart, who laughs loudest, mighthem the full list. Given the success of these meetings, we
actually acknowledge that in relation to a major projecthave taken to expanding that initiative, and when we were in
proposed for his area at Pelican Point we did take intdhe Barossa Valley for the meeting in about August, if my
account the community. The member for Hart laughs, but henemory serves me correctly, we announced that we will have
is more than prepared to take on board decisions of th&2 community cabinet meetings next year. They will include
government when it has responded. For some time— rural areas such as Mount Gambier, Victor Harbor, Kangaroo

An honourable member interjecting: Island, Peterborough, Whyalla, the Anangu Pitjantjatjara

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: No. What about the ‘lunch-a- lands, Port Pirie and Renmark, as well as metropolitan areas
lots?’ | do not know whether members have heard, but theuch as Golden Grove, Marion, Gawler and Noarlunga.
members for Hart and Elder are into the lunch circuit again: - Members interjecting:

they are taking the media out on these lunch binges. Members The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We have made policy decisions

will remember the barbeques earlier, and the only person Whr%lative to Pelican Point such that | would have thought—
was not asked to the barbeques was the Leader of the

Opposition. Lo and behold, the lunches are on the agenda. It Mr Foley: Only three.
is the member for Hart and the member for Elder, but, once The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Be thankful! The member for
again, the leader is not on the list—and neither is the membétart noted a moment ago that we are so predictable. If we are
for Kaurna! so predictable, why was he so concerned at the policy
Members interjecting: decision that might have emerged on Pelican Point? There is
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the House to come to order. @ bit of a contradiction there. It is like wanting the golf course
Before calling the honourable member | point out that ifaround the national power station at Pelican Point as a buffer.
members wish to take a point of order they should rise fronYou tell the locals one thing and try to negotiate on the side:
their seat before doing so and call a point of order. If aGive us a golf course around the power station and | might
member just stands there, it does not indicate much to thee able to neutralise some of the local effects.” So, the
chair. | assume that the member for Reynell has a point dhterjections will cloud the response to the member for Hart,
order. I acknowledge. Not only has Cabinet gone out, but also over
Ms THOMPSON: Yes, sir. My point of order concerns recent months we have introduced the chief executives—the
the relevance of barbecues to community consultation. ~ senior management council—going out as well. That has
Members interjecting: been a valuable addition to the process that we have had in
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not uphold the point of place now for some time.
order, but | would bring the Premier back to the substance of The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

the reply. _ _ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, in relation to the Leader’s
_The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Members greeted this question gjqe comment, I simply say to him: we have been waiting for
with great mirth and a number of interjections, and it wouldipq year of policy of the Labor Party—one policy, just one.
be inappropriate to ignore them, although perhaps that is nQge gid get one but, lo and behold, it was a recycled policy.
quite in line with Standing Orders, which | will attempt t0 ¢ \yas not even a new one: it was a 1996 policy of the Leader
observe. ] o who said that whenever they get into government—whichever
Members interjecting: century or decade that might be—they would have four

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Talking about smiling, I notice  ¢qyntry Cabinet meetings. Big deal! We have in fact gone
the member for Ross Smith busy at work. | feel a bit sorry for, o beyond that.

Ralph: he exposes all the party’s problems; risks it all in the . . . .
courts and wins; builds a bit of a war chest for the next , W& have consistently said that if we are effectively to

election; does all the hard work, and then finds out that onl ebuild and rejuvenate the economy of this state—and | must

he and the member for Price are going to be challenged aft 4 (and even the Leader would have to acknowledge) that

all this. The member for Elder was coaxed back into Elder—e economic indicators show a state starting to rebuild; and
Mefnbers interjecting: Econtech’s August 19 report stated that we will have two to

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: You might have sought justice three years of good positive growth ahead of us in the
in the courts, Ralph, but you shouldn't have expected tionomy—there is economic development within both the

afterwards, particularly from some of your colleagues ovefPUNty and the city. We now have country towns and
there. | notice that the member for Price and the memberfcﬁeg'ona.II areas that are growing and gxpandlng.

Ross Sm|th, who is |Ooking up now, have been busy Wr|t|ng EOI’ Instance, Loxton haS been built out. We have had.to
during this. To return to the substance of the questionPutin place further_sul:)_d|V|S|ons and extend the water mains
country cabinet meetings are important in that they allow théystem for expansion in Loxton. Clare (where Cabinet met
cabinet to meet with representatives of local communitiesgarlier this year) has effectively been built out as a regional
Over a couple of years we have taken the cabinet to countdWn. They want further expansion and will need about 600
areas of South Australia, and in that way cabinet is bettepdditional employees in the next two years to meet the
placed to become familiar with and understand issues dfemand in the viticulture industry in that region.
importance to particular communities. It also allows local Members should also note what the aquaculture industry
people to put forward their views to cabinet ministers.is doing for country and regional areas on Eyre Peninsula,
Recently we had country cabinet meetings in Port Lincolnwhere we now outperform every other state in Australia in
Port Pirie, Clare, Waikerie and the Barossa Valley; nexgrowth in aquaculture and produce ex-farm gate. That is what
month we will be in Millicent and shortly after thatin Mount we have been attempting to do. The whole of South Aus-
Gambier. The success of these country cabinet meetings—tralia’s rejuvenation and the policy directions and settings that

Members interjecting: have been put in place are in fact delivering.
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MOTOR VEHICLE SALES components, pre and post 1 July and GST, and how the
transitional provisions, both in advance and after, might better

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My  reflect continuing momentum of sales of motor vehicles. At
question is directed to the Premier. Given the potential effedhe end of the day, these decisions are a matter for a federal
on jobs in the car industry of the current buyers’ strike on thegovernment. We need to take into account the fact that the
purchase of new cars as consumers wait for the introducticAustralian government’'s commitment in East Timor is a very
of the GST, and last Friday’s strong statement on the issue Igubstantial financial commitment in this financial year which
the head of Holden’s, has the commonwealth governmeritas not been budgeted for by the commonwealth government.
now indicated any preparedness to introduce transitional taxhave heard suggestions of the order of $1 billion worth of
treatment for cars to bring down the wholesale sales tax raexpenditure in the current financial year, which, clearly, was
to the level of the prospective GST so that the decline in canot in the forward plans and estimates. Therefore that restricts
sales can be reversed and jobs secured? opportunities for a federal government.

There has been a continuous five month decline in car Be that as it may, the arguments are there. We have
sales and there is a stock of 100 000 unsold cars nationwidpresented the case for South Australia and presented the case
Last Friday Holden executives were reported as saying thddr the motor vehicle industry but, at the end of the day, these
they would consider halting production in the lead-up to thedecisions are a matter for the commonwealth.

GST if demand continues to fall as consumers defer purchas-

es to take advantage of the lower tax on cars. Holden’s JOBS COMMISSION

Chairman and Managing Director Peter Hanenberger stated

that unless this issue is addressed ‘something ugly is going Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Industry

to happen next year.’ and Trade advise the House whether he supports the idea of

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): On this question, the ajobs commission as recently announced by the Leader of the
Leader might well be aware that | have formed an Auto 210pposition?
group which comprises the major manufacturers and key The Hon. L.F. EVANS (Minister for Industry and
automotive component supply firms. We have met, and as Brade): | had to smile when | heard of the latest policy
result a number of issues have been raised with me. | hawevelopment by the Leader of the Opposition regarding the
taken up those issues, and let me recount two or three éfevelopment of a jobs commission. As members are aware,
them: the importation of used tyres from overseas impacting was widely reported in the press that in his address to the
against the production by Bridgestone; the importation ofabian Society on 6 October the Leader of the Opposition
mag wheels into Australia in competition against mag wheestated that one of his first actions as Premier would be to
production within South Australia; and the importation of Scrap the current department of industry, trade and tech-
used motor vehicles which are unfairly competing on thenology and other competing economic development agencies,
market in South Australia. establish a single jobs commission and make it directly

Not only have | taken those issues up with the Primeanswerable to the Premier. No doubt that would be attractable
Minister, Senator Minchin as Minister for Industry and theto some people when they first hear of that policy. However,
Minister for Industry and Trade but at the recent tradethe interesting thing is that the department he is planning to
ministers’ meeting in Darwin South Australia put on the replace does not exist.
agenda the need to ensure that the importation of these An honourable member interjecting:
secondhand goods—tyres and used cars—and, in some The Hon. |.F. EVANS: You have been here two years;
instances, as it relates to mag wheels, new product frorfiyou do not know the name of the department it is hardly
overseas pass the safety tests and requirements applyingaier fault. It is interesting that the name of the department he
Australian produced product under Australian rules, and thewill replace does not exist. The first policy publicly an-
do not. I was in the Senate when the Button plan looked at aounced after the last election is to replace something that
relaxation for the importation of used motor vehicles, butdoes not exist, and that says a lot about the policy develop-
with the expectation that the number of used motor vehiclesient of the opposition. One would assume that a jobs
coming into Australia would be insignificant. | think since commission would take on the role that is currently undertak-
that time it has doubled or trebled in number, and thereforen by the minister for employment and his officers, and one
that is impacting against new motor vehicle sales in Australiavould have to ask why anyone would want to give that job
The matter has been taken up on those three fronts. to the Leader of the Opposition. When he was the minister for

In relation to new motor vehicle sales and what we areemployment under a previous government, between Decem-
seeing in the marketplace at the moment, that is another issber 1989 and September 1992, the number of unemployed
that | have discussed with the Prime Minister, SenatofSouth Australians increased by 34 600. The number of people
Minchin and other federal cabinet ministers, in that thewho were employed fell by about 8 000 people. The unem-
transitional provisions need to be addressed at a federal lev@loyment rate rose from about 6.8 per cent to 11.4 per cent,
There are several ways in which the transitional provisionsnd the teenage unemployment rate rose to about 40 per cent.
can be addressed. First, in the wholesale sales tax treatmétdr every day that the Leader of the Opposition was the
through to 1 July; or, secondly, from 1 July next yearminister for employment, 34 South Australians joined the
onwards the 100 per cent, then 50 per cent component asdole queue.
relates to leased vehicles in the two years post the introduc- So, it is interesting that the first thing he would do as
tion of the GST and the abolition of wholesale sales taxPremier is bring all these employment agencies under him so
There are two components to that. that he could repeat the dose for South Australia. What will

It is a matter of presenting argument to the federahe replace? This is the interesting question. Let us look at
government—and | have. At this stage | do not wish towhat the Department of Industry and Trade and other
indicate the response from the federal government other thatepartments have delivered for South Australia. South
to say that we are continuing to work on it. There are twoAustralia has enjoyed about 15 consecutive months of trend
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growth employment. More people are employed in Souttsecurity to a whole range of things, and he well knows that.

Australia now than ever before—some 666 000. About think he is just being—

17 400 more South Australians are in work today than atthe Members interjecting:

same time last year. The unemployment rate has fallen from The SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for Stuart.

about 11.5 per cent when we came to government to about

8.2 per cent. Employment in South Australia has grown in  REGIONAL AND RURAL SOUTH AUSTRALIA

11 out of 17 industry divisions to the year ending in August.

For example, merchandise exports have increased by 6.5 per The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier advise

cent for the year 1998-99. Manufacturing exports totalledhe House what consideration is given to the needs of regional

$3.6 billion and are up 5.6 per cent from the previous yearand rural South Australia in policy determinations by this

Exports of road vehicles, parts and accessories are up sorhieral Government?

36 per cent; wine has increased by about 23 per cent; and fish The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): Last year, at the

and seafood are up by about 7 per cent. request of the Provincial Cities Mayors Association, the
So, the general policy thrust of the ALP is that, once yougovernment responded by putting in place a regional task

get the economy up and running, the first thing you do witHforce. We indicated to the provincial city mayors that that

something that attracts a bit of good news is get rid of it andegional task force would be treated seriously. The recom-

replace it with nothing more than yet another committee thamendations would in fact be put in place, and that is what has

might report to the Premier. | say to the Leader of théhappened. The task force reported earlier this year. Post the

Opposition and the House that he got the department wronggsk force report, the Office of Regional Development has

| believe he has his policy wrong. been established. The purpose for the Office of Regional
Development is to ensure that there is coordination across
HINDMARSH STADIUM government for regional development initiatives. Access to

that would be from local councils, regional economic
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): |direct my question to the minister development boards, companies or individuals with major
for Olympic soccer. Why was consultant Mr Sam Ciccarelloprojects where they are seeking a coordinated whole of
retained by the government in 1997 at a cost of $378 000 tgovernment response.
‘bring the Olympics to South Australia’ when SOCOG ~ The Office of Regional Development will be part of the
correspondence shows that Adelaide’s Hindmarsh stadiumeputy Premier’s office, as has previously been announced.
was already listed as an Olympic soccer venue more than tWehe Deputy Premier will also be Minister for Regional

years earlier? A document recently released by the ACHevelopment, focusing on the needs of country and regional
government under freedom of information legislation showsreas of the state.

that on 30 January 1995 SOCOG wrote to the then Chief |5 aqdition, one of the great restrictions on economic

Minister of the ACT in relation to Olympic soccer venues. development in country and regional areas, as has been
The letter states that the Sydney candidature file, which formgighlighted over recent years, has been the lack of infrastruc-
part of the host city contract with the I0C, already providedyyre for new development, whether it be three phase power,
for the Hindmarsh stadium to be used for Olympic soccerextension of the power grid, extension of water mains or
The Auditor-General’s Report contains detailed criticism of,g5ds to service new developments. We have put in place a
the government's handling of the Olympic soccer consulg 5 million regional infrastructure development fund:
tancy, with the auditor questioning whether the state receiveds 5 million has been committed, and in the forward esti-
value for money. _ mates over the next two years we have also included
The SPEAKER: The Chair presumes that the honourableg4 5 million.

member is directing the question to the Minister for Recrea-  The purpose of that regional infrastructure development

tion, Sport and Racing. o o fund is to assist with the provision of power, water and roads
Mr WRIGHT: No, Sir; | am directing it to the minister g offset any establishment costs for economic activities in
for Olympic soccer. country and regional areas of the state. They are positive
Members interjecting: responses, and the allocation of funding to underpin what we

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member knows have seen as important for some considerable time—and not
full well that no minister has been sworn in under that title.jyst the past three weeks—
To whom does the honourable member want to address his py Conlon: Four weeks.

question? ) ) The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The member for Elder says ‘the

~ MrWRIGHT: On a point of order, Sir: when we last met past four weeks'. | am pointing this out because the task force

in the parliament the minister said that she was the ministefas put in place last year. The task force reported earlier this

for Olympic soccer. ~ year and we acted on it. In the budget that was brought down
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is iy May this year we allocated funding for it, so | put the lie

clearly starting to flout the authority of the Chair. He knowstg this nonsense put forward by the member for Elder that this

full well that the Chair is requesting the name of the ministelis an activity of four weeks: it is not. It is an initiative that has

to whom the honourable member is addressing his questiogeen put in place over the course of the past 18 months or so.
If he does not give me the name | will pass on to another

guestion. | will give him one more opportunity; to whom is HINDMARSH STADIUM
he addressing his question?
Mr WRIGHT: The Minister for Tourism. Mr WRIGHT (Lee): My question is directed to the

The Hon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): The  Minister for Tourism. Will the Minister confirm that after
member for Lee is well aware that the consultancy abou$30 million worth of state taxpayer investment the title to the
which he is talking was more than simply the obtaining of theHindmarsh stadium still remains with the City of Charles
event for this state. The consultancy covers activities fronsturt and will she say why this issue has not been resolved
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more than a year after it was raised as a major concern by thustralians now living in rural areas who, it is a fact of life,
Public Works Committee? In its report on the stage 2 upgradbeave a number of advantages over those living in the
of the soccer stadium in June 1998, the committee’s majoritynetropolitan area but who also have a number of disadvan-
report states that the committee strongly recommendetdges, perhaps summarised by Geoffrey Blainey’s phrase ‘the
against proceeding with construction until this issue wagyranny of distance’. It is recognition of that fundamental
resolved. disparity between metropolitan and rural citizens that caused
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Recreation, Sport  us to look to use the advantages of the information economy
and Racing): The answer to the member for Lee’s questionto overcome those disadvantages for rural citizens. The
is that the titles that were in the city’s name still are; thoseopportunity for information technology to enable, if you like,
titles that were in the government’s name still are. We ard¢he saying ‘24 by seven'—in other words, 24 hours a day,
negotiating with the City of Charles Sturt (and have been foseven days a week access to government services and to the
over a year) in regard to the value and on what terms angovernment in general—is one that the rural people will
conditions the stadium may be transferred to governmengrasp, | know, with both hands.
Our officers are still talking to the council; that process is  From the middle of next year, all South Australians—and,
ongoing. It is not as though the government is taking nan particular, schools and businesses in rural and regional
action. The fact is that we have been talking. There is someentres and communities outside Adelaide—uwill enjoy the
disagreement about the value and the terms and conditiorfastest and the cheapest internet access in Australia. Pathway
We will try to— SA will provide higher quality and cheaper access to the
Mr Clarke interjecting: internet for rural schools, in particular, than in any other
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: The member for Ross Smith said Australian state. What that means, obviously, is that the
that they have us over a barrel. | do not know whether that ischool children will benefit. It means that the opportunities
guite true. We do not have to buy it. The building actuallyfor access to information from around the world at city
exists so that people can play soccer there. We do not haggiality, at city prices and at city speed is right there for
to buy it if we do not want to. It is simply a decision of regional schools. It also means that the call connection cost
government as to whether we do so. for people at many regional centres will drop from what was
An honourable member interjecting: previously an STD cost to a local call cost. As the Premier
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | do not know how many people mentioned, we have been going around into the rural areas for
in the Labor Party have $20 million or $30 million to buy the our cabinet meetings, and every single person to whom | have
stadium from the City of Charles Sturt. | do not know how spoken about the information economy has indicated that, for
many private buyers there would be out there. When yothem, access to the internet has been too slow and too
think it through—whether we buy it or not—it is an interest- expensive. That is now fixed.
ing question for government, because who would buy it ifthe  There is another opportunity, because we realise that it is
government did not? So, who has got whom over the barreiot enough just to put the services out there: we have to make
we are not quite sure, as far as the negotiation is concernesglire that the people know how to use them and how to access
To answer the member for Lee’s question, the governmerihe advantages provided by the new technology. So, we have
certainly has taken steps to consider buying the stadium. TH#ought in the Networks for You initiative to teach people
City of Charles Sturt and the government are negotiatinghow to capitalise on all these benefits. When you combine
Members will have to await the outcome of the negotiationsPathway SA with the Networks for You program you actually
have a very powerful mechanism for people in regional and
INFORMATION ECONOMY rural South Australia to be participants in the world economy
at the press of an enter button.
Mr VENNING (Schubert): My question is directedto The other really important initiative which has been
the Minister— released—and, of course, the regional and rural South
Members interjecting: Australians who now have this better access to the internet
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order. will be some of the people most keen to use it, as well as of
Mr VENNING: Can the Minister for Information course people inthe metropolitan area—is Talking Point. We
Economy advise the House of any new information economyelieve that this is an international first. | am sure that the
initiatives that allow the government to communicate withinternet literate would be able to guess the URL, but, if not,
every South Australian, particularly those South Australianst is www.talkingpoint.sa.gov.au. So, there is access to that

living in rural areas? and to the particularly important issues that we are putting on
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Information the net. The first one that we put up was the controversial one

Economy): | thank the member for Schubert— on ship breaking. The very fact that the input from that
Mr Foley interjecting: enabled and helped the cabinet to make its decision in relation
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will come to ship breaking—

to order. Members interjecting:
Mr Foley interjecting: The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It did. The member for
The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Hart. Hart, who | believe is the shadow minister for information
Mr Foley: Sorry, sir. economy—or at least during the estimates he asked me some

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for questions in that area—laughs at the fact that community
Schubert for his question. It is a particularly importantinput through a world first would not be able to make the
question about the opportunities for rural South Australiangovernment change its mind, but the honourable member is
to communicate with their government, with exactly the samevrong. It is exactly the opportunity which the people of South
access opportunities as people in the metropolitan area. OvAwustralia will now have because of the use of modern
the last month we have announced a number of key initiativeiechnology. It is another way of the government consulting
that will, indeed, open up substantial benefits to those Soutith the community.
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There is another very important initiative in relation to theright, because the opposition did it. So, this government
information economy, and that relates to WorkCover. One o€omes in—
the things for which governments around the world, particu- Members interjecting:
larly around Australia, have been criticised is that on The Hon. I.F. EVANS: No, it is interesting policy
occasions we are regarded as being too turgid, too slow, ngiscussion, because this government comes in and spends
efficient enough and so on. WorkCover, a statutory governg2g million or $30 million on a soccer stadium and apparent-
ment authority, has decided that within 18 months it willly that is a tragedy, according to the opposition. How is it not
transform itself into an electronic business. That will be goodsimply another piece of social infrastructure that has been
for the stakeholders, better for the employees and better fgsrovided by the government? Why is it different from the
the employers. We have a member, if you like, of the slowyelodrome? Why is it different—
turgid, inefficient government actually doing it. Itis saying  Members interjecting:
to the major companies in South Australia, ‘Chase us; don't The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for
criticise us. We are actually seeing the twenty-first Ce”turycontinuing to interject.
We are confident of our place in it, and we will be a catalyst Members interjecting:

for other businesses in South Australia to follow us.’ | The SPEAKER: And | warn the Leader of the Opposi-
congratulate WorkCover on that move. tion

Australian arena had awaye bean questionable. ts ommig...T1e HON- L EVANS: How is it ot another piece of
y q . éocial infrastructure for South Australians to use? | will

ment to the information economy is even more so, becaus ; e
the shadow minister laughed earlier. | was flabbergasted ceompare the difference between the opposition’s winning

read in the paper this morming that in the potential ne overnment and this government’s doing so. The opposition,
paper ¢ ning . p on winning government, invested in some really good things:
government in Victoria the minister for information economy

. . . lyw rs, hurricane insurance in Flori n million
or multimedia has been demoted. There will not even be %y ood cars, hurricane insurance oridaand $6 0

cabinet minister for information technology in Victoria. That $8 million on South African goats, but why do opposition
; Ology ) ._members not go to the soccer community and explain to them
presents the most fantastic opportunity for South Australi

%how they lost tens of millions of dollars at Wembley?
Frankly, I hope that the Labor Party follows our example. Opposition members are not prepared to admit that, while we

have invested right here in South Australia (so that South
HINDMARSH STADIUM Australians can go and play soccer in their backyard in

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Does the Premier have full confi- Hindmarsh stadium), their government lost money in Florida,

dence in the South Australian Soccer Federation to continu@” New York property deals, on London property deals and

to manage the $30 million Hindmarsh stadium in the wake"! South African goat farms.

of the demise of the Adelaide Sharks, the resignation of the Ve are the government that has invested in South
federation’s soccer ambassador, Joan Hall, the Ciccarel ustralia. We have put the Hindmarsh stadium building up

consultancy debacle and the re-negotiation of the paymetji€re: All members of the opposition do is kick it in the guts!
arrangeme)rllt for the Adelaide Forge Soccer Clubp b))// thd hey kick EDS, they kick Motorola and they kick Hindmarsh

Premier following their threat to leave for Norwood Oval? Stadium. | do not know one thing that members of the

Will the Premier provide the details of the new deal andPPposition stand for. It IS apiece of social lnfrasftructure that

assure the House that it will result in no additional exposurd'ill be there for a long time for South Australians to use.
Granted, there is only one team playing, but so what? They

of taxpayer’s funds? Will the Premier now release publicly X
the government commissioned economic analysis of thBave other games; that does not matter. The member for Hart
aughs: if he were close to soccer at all he would know that

stadium upgrade? The opposition is aware— . )
P9 PP next year 16 licences come up for grabs and there is a chance

Members interjecting: - . - .
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bragg! wﬁétnlzft\évgmfoapeogﬂﬁét&zrr;goﬁdelalde. And we will work

Mr WRIGHT: —that there is growing disquiet and  qne thing that soccer will not get from us is a government

financial problems among the SA Soccer Federation’%ft will walk away from them. We will work with them to

member clubs. Representatives of the clubs are concernggiiq the sport. But when members of the opposition go to

that the upgraded .Hindmzlarsh soccer stadium— them and talk about consultancies and about releasing reports,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member is now starting to | \yould ask the member for Lee to release these. | ask the
comment. | just caution him. member for Lee to release his report, if a report exists. Did

Mr WRIGHT: A government-commissioned economic members opposite as a government get advice to invest in

analysis of the upgrade indicates clearly similar concerns.plywood cars or did they just invest off the top of their head?
Members interjecting: Did they get advice to invest in South African goat farms?
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Spence! What made them go out and spend $9 million (or whatever
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: This is interesting in terms of the the figure was) on South African goat farms?

attitude of the opposition to the development of sporting Members interjecting:

stadiums and sports in general in South Australia. The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will resume his
Members interjecting: seat. | warn the member for Peake. Any more interjections
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: Well, it is interesting that and he will be named.

previous governments could spend money on velodromes, Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order. | wonder if

aquatic centres, hockey stadiums and those sorts of venuie minister could address his remarks to the Chair.

and that is not an issue to the opposition, even though they The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. It is

are partly debt funded or partly or wholly paid out of bordering on a frivolous point of order considering the

taxpayers’ funds. Apparently, that is not an issue: that is alktircumstances.
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The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: In relation to the cost and essential services are prepared, that utilities are prepared and
management of the stadium, | wrote to the Soccer Federatidhat major business is prepared.
last week requesting information of their own consultant’s In focusing in the remainder of the year on those areas

report and as at last night we had not received it. which could cause confusion and panic, it has been important
for the government to determine an appropriate strategy to
YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE communicate with the community at large. In preparing and

embarking upon that communication strategy, we have

Mr MEIER (Goyder): My question is directed to the focused essentially on two areas of community, first,
Minister for Year 2000 Compliance. What activities is theconsumers and, secondly, householders. In focusing on
government undertaking to ensure that the community is fullonsumers obviously the government has drawn on profes-
informed about potential year 2000 date problems so they cagional staff within the Office of Business and Consumer
take appropriate action to be prepared? It was put to maffairs. The staff in that office are already providing
during a visit to my electorate Monday week ago by theextensive information to the community on the purchase of
minister— new and secondhand goods, on precautions they need to take,

An honourable member interjecting: and on things about which they need to be aware in relation

Mr MEIER: No, it was put to me. Don’t you listen? to year 2000 compliance and year 2000 date problem issues
Listen for once. It was put to me during a visit to the in purchasing equipment.

electorate of Goyder by the Minister for— Those staff are easily accessible through the government’s
Members interjecting: free information hotline—a number that has been well adver-
The SPEAKER: Order! tised and well detailed to this place—1800 11 2000. That
Mr MEIER: —Year 2000 Compliance that this govern- hotline will continue, and those staff will continue their work

ment was the best informed government— into the new year so they will be on hand to address any

concerns or problems that the public have after 1 January
with any minor malfunction of equipment. They will provide

the public with advice on what action they can take to ensure
that their rights are preserved and that their problems are

Members interjecting:
Mr MEIER: It was put to me: | am simply repeating.
Mr Clarke interjecting:
Mr MEIER: You do not like what the people are saying gitended to.

about this government. _ Since 1997 the Australian Retailers Association has been
The SPEAKER: Order, th_e me.mb.er for Ross Smlth! The well aware of the need to ensure that goods that are sold are
House will come to order. Itis quite in order and it has been;t for purpose and in adhering to the definition of ‘it for
a custom of this place for members to put a question with thgrmose’ they recognise that the products they sell, regardless
explanation ‘It has been put to me’. The time the Chair willof the nature of the product, must be workable beyond 1
take some interest in it is when members start to stringanyary 2000 so consumers can purchase new products in the
several facts together which ‘have been put to me’ and whicRonfident knowledge the product will continue to work or, if
then become debate. The Chair will then intervene. At thighere is a problem, the retailer will honour the purchase and
stage, the member is not out of order, and | ask the House {hsyre that it is made good.
restrain itself and allow the member to proceed. In relation to the householder campaign, a number of
Mr MEIER: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. It was avenues have been embarked upon by the government to date
said that this government was providing the best informatiofmncluding advertising brochures and particularly through
to the people of this state compared with any other state, angtesenting events. Indeed, in the electorate of Goyder and
as a result the community feels very relaxed about enteringhany other rural electorates good use has been made of
the year 2000. opportunities presented by country field days and trade events
Mr Clarke interjecting: so that South Australians living in regional areas have access
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Year 2000  to information. That information has been promulgated
Compliance):| will leave the discussions of ‘magnificence’ readily at those locations and also at major event locations
to the member for Ross Smith and his own party. | am surgithin the city of Adelaide such as the Royal Adelaide Show
they all think that he is magnificent at the moment. I thankyhich gave a whole of state opportunity because it is so well
the member for Goyder for his question. Regrettably it hastended by rural South Australians. Also, at the very

been one of the few positive questions during question ime,ccessful Wired Up Expo held last Friday and over the
They all seem to be coming from this side today and, evel aekend information was disseminated.

when a positive question is asked, | am sure that visitors to In a bid to ensure that all South Australians have access

this House are disappointed that positive questions, partlcg) easy to understand and easy to use informative material the

larly of this nature, are shouted down in such a raucous wa’ : . .
by the Opposition. That might reflect Opposition members? overnment has produced a ‘Ready for 2000’ brochure. This

response to an offer | put to them recently, but | will come'S where | come back to the offer made to the Opposition. All

back to that offer and their take up on that shortly. me.mbers of parliament .of the lower house, regardlgss of
The government recognises that no matter how welPelitical party membership, were offered the opportunity of
prepared we are in ensuring that we have our own year Zodbe government's providing a prlr_]te_d brochure to distribute
date problems rectified and no matter how well prepared their electorate. The brochure is important. The offer was
businesses are in ensuring that their year 2000 date problerffgde in writing to all members of parliament. While it has
are rectified, the reality is that if the community is confusedbeen taken up by Liberal members of parliament, | am
indeed if it panics, that confusion and panic could be a moréisappointed that only two members of the Labor Party have
significant concern than the actual event itself. As a governtaken up that offer.
ment we are in a position, as | have assured the House before, Mr Hill interjecting:
to be able to demonstrate to South Australians and to reassure The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Kaurna,
South Australians that the government is prepared, thas one of the two, is asking that he be named—and | am



130 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 19 October 1999

happy to congratulate the member for Kaurna for taking ugthe area over the last decade at least and on Lemon Road they
that opportunity. The other member, of course, is well awaréave built a shopping centre next to the Woodend Primary
of the importance of looking after a rural region—and theSchool and kindergarten. For some time that shopping centre
member for Giles also has taken up that opportunity. Manyas only been partially leased, and so Hickinbothams have
others now want to say, ‘Me too.’ | am happy for them to takeapproached Peter Hurley, the well-known hotel operator and
up this opportunity. prominent figure in the Hotels Association, to develop a pub
The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: on that site to replace the existing shops. For many years, the
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: They want to follow the local residents have been keen to see the shopping centre
new leader, the member for Adelaide has assured me. | ahetter utilised and they have been disappointed that shopping
not sure who that will be this week, but if members of thefacilities consistently have not been made available at that
Labor Party want to distribute this information to their site. However, | can tell you, Mr Deputy Speaker, that the
constituents, the opportunity is still there—and | welcomelocal residents are absolutely appalled at the prospect of a pub
their advising me of that today. now being situated there with a car park, which, for all
The information to the community advises of the excellenpractical purposes, would be shared with the local primary
readiness of groups such as electricity organisations, Sachool.
Water with United Water, gas suppliers and distributors, the The level of resident feeling and activity has astounded
telecommunications industry, the fuel industry, the foodme. Under the liquor licensing laws a few local residents
industry, the banking and finance industry, emergencyvere advised of the development about a week and a half ago
services, health and aged care, and travel, and the readingsgl, in the space of about three days, they organised a public
of our colleagues in the federal parliament in important areageeting, which was attended by over 300 people, in the hall
such as pension, family and unemployment benefits, andf the Woodend Primary School. Those residents feel so
indeed other state government services. strongly about this matter that they have also taken action in
The brochure also provides a very easy to use room bierms of demonstrating against the Hickinbotham group at the
room guide to the average house so that South Australiarsite of their display home in the Woodend estate. | have said
can work through the brochure and solve their problems. Ito those residents that | will be doing everything possible to
is, indeed, a useful guide. At the same time my regiona#ssist them in their goal to have the proposal withdrawn or
liaison staff continue to visit rural South Australia to ensureknocked back in some way, and | have taken a number of
that rural South Australians have the opportunity of receivingteps to help them. Of course, | welcome the assistance of
information they require. To ensure that Labor electorates arether people in the area, not only the council but also other
properly covered, and indeed the whole state, my departmentembers of parliament such as the Hon. Nick Xenophon and
will be surveying those areas to ensure there is a communityie Hon. Wayne Matthew who also, | am told, has an interest
awareness. If that awareness is not as it should be, we wil the area.
then take further action to ensure those communities are | move to another topic relating to the Hon. Wayne
appropriately advised. Matthew, the member for Bright. It is a story about a very
positive move by the Marion Council. In 1998, the Marion
council undertook to develop a social area strategy to cover
the south ward of Marion council, primarily the suburbs of
Trott Park, Sheidow Park and Hallett Cove. In the course of
preparing that report various submissions were invited and
one was received from the Hon. Wayne Matthew. He wrote
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE an extensive submission which he sent to the council with
copies to various council officers. | suppose that the honour-
able member was quite proud of his submission.
Many locals hotly disputed things that he said in the
submission, for example, his comment that Hallett Cove had

Mr LEWIS (Mallee): 1bring up the one hundred and fifth
report of the Public Works Committee on the Adelaide
Convention Centre extension and move:

That the report be received. an excellent public transport service and his praise of health
Motion carried. services in the area. However, what brought a lot of fun into
it was that, when the social area strategy was published, with
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: the Hon. Mr Matthew’s submission attached to it, he became
That the report be published. furious and insisted that the Marion council apologise for this

submission which he had put into a very public process.
Perhaps he was not so proud of the ideas that he had put to
the Marion council after all. The council took him seriously,
as it properly should have, and published a huge apology to
the residents. Many thought it was a joke, but what is not a
joke is his suggestion that the residents of those suburbs are

Motion carried.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE adequately catered for in terms of transport and health
services.
The SPEAKER: The question before the chair is that the
House note grievances. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Year 2000

Compliance): | welcome the opportunity to contribute to this
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | draw the attention of the House grievance debate. While it is not common that ministers so
to a development taking place in Sheidow Park in the arease this time in the parliament, on this occasion it is import-
known as Woodend. There is quite a bit of history to it. Theant that a number of matters of public concern are placed on
Hickinbotham group of companies have been developers ithe record. | have the privilege of representing the Hallett
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Cove area and also Sheidow and Trott Park areas and the paigw that it was for the establishment of a tavern. | stand
of Trott Park that falls within the Woodend subdivision, opposed to that venture and am pleased to do so.

likewise with Sheidow Park. | am particularly disappointed |, relation to the Marion council southern areas strategy,
that the Hickinbotham group of companies, in concert withgs the member for Mitchell is aware, it was my request of
in fairness, a well respected hotelier, Mr Peter Hurley, havgouncil to undertake that strategy. It is commonsense and
seen fit through an application lodged via Mr Hurley to seekommon courtesy that, when a draft is provided, the com-
a liquor licence to open a tavern in the existing Woodendnents in relation to that are not public but are used to change

shopping centre. the draft.
There is a lot of history to the development of that centre

and indeed to the development of the school next door to that \1s kgy (Hanson): My grievance is with regard to the
centre. It needs to be remembered that the school is a schqgh gt industry. | have received a number of calls from

that Susan Lenehan_ (the former education minister) refusegystituents and also the meat employees union, a number of
to build. The school is the school that the Labor Party of thg,embers of which have lost their jobs over the past couple
day said would never be needed. In endeavouring to ensu years. We have seen job losses at AGPRO and | believe
that the residents of that area received the school to whicfp ¢ huge job losses at Chapmans are coming up. There have
they were entitled and the school that as a Liberal Party thegys, peen a number of industrial problems within the meat
in opposition we knew they would find would be used We”%}dustry that make the MUA dispute look as if it was the

and Wou!d be filled, an agreement was reached and.carri andfather for what is happening in South Australia. We
through in government and that school was then privately,sve Patricks 1l under our very nose.

built and is now being well utilised.

It is for that reason, particularly with the good spirit in | have reported to this House a number of times about

which that school was built, indeed by the Hickinbotham>°Me of the.reactionary_changes that have been put in place
group of companies—they have since on sold the school, [P" WOrkers in the meat industry. The latest example comes
understand, to another investor, but they received a lot j}fgm gi‘ﬁ:#}%g?';éggﬂusr(;?ig’cg?e;;;dnih:i ?r?ée:lgteglign
public acclaim for being prepared to participate in such P ’ yrecent.

aY_vorkaace agreement, or AWA, as it is known, the meat

visionary and indeed now successful project—that | person dustry award does not apoly: the aareement can change at
ly have put to Mr Michael Hickinbotham of that company wy . PPl 9 g
ny time; and employees are required to report on other

that | am disappointed that the company’s good work is now

being undone through what | regard as a short-sighte[fOrkers for so-called policy breaches. Employees are not to
decision to endeavour to have licensed premises, includin ke Sf'Ck leave without the company S permission and must
bmit to random drug and alcohol testing. Employees cannot

poker machines, operating, if their application were to k for other employers without the company’s permission
succeed, some three days a week to 2 a.m. and the balance' &t ploy panysp !

the week to 12 midnight—certainly not a satisfactoryeven if they are casual or have occasional work. The employ-

situation in the midst of a built-up residential area next doofeS haye no classification or career pgth; they must pay for
to a primary school and also a pre-school any knives, steels, pouches or stones; all employees have a

: ; obationary period of up to six months; and employees must
thréﬁéﬂﬁ (\a/r? lém% t&ggé:gj; g?é';i??g@frgr?ﬁg% \;\Il(xg;_c%{ain to a trade level but vv_iII not be paid at that level. Training
believed that members of parliament ought to show approprf:S out of hours and unpaid. ) )
ate leadership and ought to work with all parties involved to  The 38 hour week standard is abolished and replaced by
ensure that the matter is resolved to the satisfaction of th@40 hour week with no rostered days off. Hours of work may
community majority viewpoint, which is in my view—no be changed at any time to include weekend work, 10 hour
tavern. To that end, | have spoken extensively on more thaphifts, shift work or early morning (4 a.m.) work, at the
one occasion with both Mr Hurley and Mr Hickinbotham anddiscretion of the company. Hours of work may be averaged
will meet again with a representative from the Hickinbotham@nd no penalty rates will apply, except for night work, at
group of companies in a bid to discuss sensible alternatived?2 per cent. Employees are required to work one compulsory
| have also spoken with a large number of the concernefiour overtime per day, and to work on Saturdays or Sundays
residents Who have very good reason for be|ng Opposed @ CompU|SOI’y overtime. Overtime is not pa|d but banked and
this venture. paid out at the discretion of the company. Employees are not

I have also spoken with people from a registered resident&ntitled to any breaks during the ordinary eight hours; and
group that has been set up (it would appear) to support tHmployees, including permanents, may be stood down
proposal. The residents’ group is being incorporated as th&ithout pay at any time without notice. This includes part
Woodend Area Residents’ Association, a slightly differentvay through a day.
name from that of the existing association of Woodend All allowances, including work in cold temperatures, are
Residents’ Association. The discussions | have had with thabolished. Employees will be paid as juniors until they are
Hickinbotham group and Mr Hurley have centred around how21 years of age. There will be no choice of superannuation
those associations were set up. funds; the company will make the choice. Annual leave

The person witnessing the documents for the incorporatiotvading is abolished; annual leave is abolished; sick leave is
of that association was none other than someone from a legadduced to five days per annum from eight and 10 in some
company that regularly represents the Hickinbotham groumstances; family care leave is abolished; and long service
of companies. The cheque was lodged by another legal firteave is abolished. Medical certificates are required for every
that normally represents Mr Peter Hurley in many of hisday of absence from work. If overtime is earned at a higher
ventures. | have asked what | believe to be appropriateate than the normal rate, employees will not receive credit
guestions about that, and from the Hickinbotham group ofor the higher rate, and the butchers’ picnic holiday is also
companies | have received an admission that indeed they dizbing deleted. Work on public holidays is compulsory, and
assist in the establishment of that group, and they are of thgill be paid at the ordinary rate with a 50 per cent loading
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credited to the shutdown bank, which is paid when stock istatement wrong, and when the allegation has been made in
in short supply. the House, surely there is a duty on that member to come in

A service bonus applies after seven years, but the agre@nd apologise to the public servant or the person concerned,
ment is for only three years. Employees can be sacked for nend simply say they got the information wrong. | have done
working unpaid overtime. Employees can be suspendeidl myself in relation to comments | have made in previous
without pay at the discretion of the company. Redundancglebates; | have come in and corrected them later. It does not
payments are reduced to the maximum entitlement of twiake such a big human effort to come in and apologise to the
weeks pay, however long the worker may have worked foHouse or the person concerned and simply say that the
that company. Redundancy will not be paid if alternativeinformation you gave to the House and the comments you
employment is found. Wages will now be paid fortnightly andmade were wrong, and that you apologise for that.
employees can work overtime at ordinary rates. This is the |also make the point that it is an interesting question for
latest Australian workplace agreement in Murray Bridge fothe opposition’s leadership. Why is it that when our then
T&R abattoir in September 1999. It is an absolute disgracejeputy leader misled the House he lost his position and
and it indicates the agenda that both Mr Reith andministry, yet another deputy leader, who has given informa-
Dr Armitage are looking at with their industrial relations tion to the House that is clearly wrong, remains without
legislation. This is the way we are going, and I think it is comment or action from the opposition? Where is the balance
totally outrageous. The whole House should protest againsegarding accountability? Why is it so different that the
this attack on union rights, workers’ rights and human rightsnembers of the government have to be accountable for every
in this instance. word they say, yet the Deputy Leader of the Opposition can

come in and make a statement that is clearly not right? The

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Minister for Industry and comment she made to the House was simply wrong. | have
Trade): | wish to make some comments about the membetabled the evidence to show that it was wrong. | am asking
for Napier's Address in Reply debate contribution. In thather to have another opportunity to come in, clarify the record
speech the Deputy Leader stated: and apologise. | encourage her to take that opportunity.

I would also like to dwell upon the issue of accountability. Mr FOLEY: Is the member suggesting that the member

. . hé\s misled the House or not? | ask you to rule on that, Sir.
The member for Napier then proceeded to discuss the nee The SPEAKER: The chair does not interpret that the

for transparency and accountability in government. | havgyinigter is implying that at this stage. | understand where the
Some sympgthy with those r?mar"? about transparency ande yner i coming from, but | do not believe it is a point of
accountability, but the question arises whether those COMYeder that | can uphold at this time

ments should apply equally to members of the opposition or '

independent members of the parliament. When those \sBEDFORD (Florey): 1 will speak to the House today
members rise in the parliament and make statements abosiyoyt an important local initiative launched at the Modbury
people who do not have the opportunity to reply in thiswest Primary School last week. | refer to a matter of interest
forum,_ |s_there anonus on those membe_rs _makmg the cl_au@?9 you, Sir, namely, first-aid and the ability of people to be
to get it right and then, if they do not get it right, to come in gpie to render first-aid when necessary. The program
and correct the statement to the House? That is the fundameyynched is the Junior First-Aiders course to be run in
tal principle | am taking about today. conjunction with the St John Ambulance, which will be
As | said in my ministerial statement on Thursday 30supplying the training, and the Lions Club of South Australia.
September, the member for Napier had made two charges Trhis initiative will be statewide and will see thousands of
connection with Mr John Cambridge that I believe are falseyear six and seven children trained. | am told that it is aiming
One was an express statement that taxpayers paid f@r 50 000 students over two years, which is an enormous
Mr Cambridge’s air fares to Singapore to attend companffort.
meetings while on approved annual leave. Secondly, there The project is based on a pilot run by the Lions Club of
was animplied statement that Mr Cambridge had attended@lenside. It was started by Noel O'Brien and | understand his
company meeting in Singapore in the previous year while ojyork in getting this project documented as something that
government business. The member for Napier also haglould be very much worthwhile has been absolutely
reported the claim that statements she had read into the Hougghtastic. St John has a major commitment to the training of
were from a Premier's media release, when I am advised th@tst-aid for people in the community and | understand its
in fact they were from th&unday Mail goal is to have at least one person in every home able to
With respect to the first two charges, the evidence haadminister first-aid. No doubt the greatest number of people
already been tabled, and it proves that the allegations mageho will be administering first-aid will be adults, but this
by the member for Napier were baseless and wrong. Omitiative will make sure that young people have access to
Thursday 30 September, | called upon the Deputy Leader dirst-aid training. The students will be trained in practical
the Opposition to fully retract her statements and apologisbandaging exercises that will enable them to handle bleeding,
to the House and Mr Cambridge by the close of parliament¢oncussion, accidents and shock, bites and stings, burns,
that day. In doing so, | left open the rest of that sitting day forminor wounds and fractures.
the member for Napier to come in and make an apology, and In keeping with the principles of the pilot program the
two weeks for her to make a statement to the media that whafions Clubs across the state will be raising funds to be used
she had told the parliament was wrong. My understanding isy St John to train the students in a specially designed two
that the member for Napier has failed to front on both pointshour first-aid course. Also included will be a specially
This raises a question about what protection exists for thproduced curriculum work book and attendance certificates.
Public Service. It is one thing for public servants to bel very much enjoyed being at the launch of this program. It
questioned and claims made about them but, when evidenees picked up by one of my local schools, the Modbury West
is given to the House or made public that clearly proves th@rimary School, through some very good work by the Deputy
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Principal there, Mr Peter Faull. He had seen details of theons Fred and Andrew, his daughters Suzi and Vivi and their
pilot program written up in a magazine and took the initiativerespective spouses. They have had the hotel since 1987. Not
and contacted those involved with the Lions Club and madenly do they not have pokies but they do not have the TAB

it happen. Our own local Lions—in particular | saw Merv either. When | asked them why, they said that they wanted to
Keenihan there that day—and a group of dignitaries wer@rovide a family atmosphere and anybody who has been to
involved with the launch held in the school gym. Thethe Maylands Hotel knows that that is the case. | know the
enthusiasm of the students made me realise how importafamily well. | used to go to school with Fred Clappis and in
the program will be. | noticed before 1 left that they had thefact sold newspapers with him, so | have had a long associa-
minister bandaged around his head. Obviously he had ha@n with the Clappis family. It is sad that there is only one
some jaw problem while we were present, and others werkeotel in the eastern suburbs that does not have a gaming
having their arms and legs bandaged. The skills the studentsom.

will gain will not only be fun for them but will be life long As | have said on many occasions, if | had been here at the
skills. One of the things St John is hoping is that it will leadtime of the introduction of the poker machines | would have
to a great number of these students moving on and doing@pposed them. However, today we have them and we must
full first-aid course. There is absolutely no doubt that first-aicbe responsible about any further encroachment of any form
at the scene of an accident is a lifesaving measure. | hopsf gambling. | agree with the Premier that enough is enough.
none of us ever happen to be involved in a situation where weagree with the capping and agree that we should not expand.
need first-aid, but | know that it is something | need to learrNevertheless, to suggest as some people do that the pokies are
and | hope to do so as a follow on from being involved in thethe source of all evil is looking at it in a way that does not
community work | am engaged in. fully represent the situation as it is.

The other interesting fact that | would bring to the | believe that gambling in general is a problem, as | said
attention of members is the cost per student. It is calculategthen the Social Development Committee reported. | believe
at $15 per head, so Lions Club will have to raise that $15 pethat all codes of gambling should become more responsible,
head and if its aim is 25 000 students a lot of fundraising willincluding the Lotteries Commission, and | believe that we
be done by Lions in the next 12 months. The cost will covehave to carefully monitor gambling in general. Governments
instruction fees, the cost of the work books, the certificatdhave become too dependent on gambling, and we must
and the administrative costs. It is proposed to have a maxanalyse the situation properly. | believe that the code
mum class size of 24 students. This demand having bednvolving the hotels association and licensed gaming rooms,
created, it is now the aim of St John to work with the progranincluding the installation of clocks, a 24 hour gaming help
across schools in the state and once the Lions sponsorsHipe and referrals for counselling, is a good initiative, as is the
concludes it will continue to be supplied, we hope, on a usetoncept of pubs without pokies.
pays basis. We need the cooperation of the Education Time expired.

Department to ensure this goes on at all schools.

| was pleased to see another initiative happening at
Modbury West. It is one of the schools involved in all sorts
of good things in our area as it is very entrepreneurial and the
parents’ club has worked hard to raise money for air-condi-
tioning; there are improvements around the grounds and YUMBARRA CONSERVATION PARK
school buildings. The school is a joy to be associated with. o ]

I commend the course to the House and hope all members The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environmentand
support it. Heritage): | move:
That this House requests His Excellency the Governor to make

T e o e 37t dosnes o o oy, epacig.
tion with regard to gambling, in particular pokies. In the paStexlplora‘[ion and mining under the Mining;J Act 1971 r%llayr/)be gcquirga
week or so we have had two launches—one on 14 Octobehq exercised in respect of that proportion of the Yumbarra
at the Old Lion Hotel by the AHA and the Licensed Clubs Conservation Park being section 457, north out of Hundreds, county
Association with regard to the revised code. | congratulate thef Way (Fowler) and that a message be sent to the Legislative
AHA and the licensed clubs for their initiative. We must bearCouncil requesting its concurrence thereto.
in mind that the AHA and the licensed clubs are responsiblétable the draft proclamation document. This is an opportuni-
in the sense that they provide some assistance to probletpfor us to demonstrate how the community and the environ-
gamblers. We all know that there are problem gamblers therenent can benefit from best practice environmental manage-
All the other codes do not take action in relation to problemment that sets and demands high standards of care and
gamblers, and they should do so. The next launch | attendgatotection for the natural environment and unlocks new
was on 16 October at the Historian Hotel and was related tpossibilities for the creation of much needed jobs in this
pubs without pokies. That is a great initiative. | know that theimportant area of our state.

AHA supports all its members—those that do have pokies The reproclamation of the central part of Yumbarra
and those that do not. But | do not think enough people knowConservation Park will not mean that the conservation park
that some hotels choose not to have gaming rooms and pokistatus is removed. The only change to that part of Yumbarra
and they should be complimented on that because at leaSbnservation Park will be that mineral exploration and
they provide an alternative and | can see that that alternativaining will be allowed. The overall objectives of managing
is important for us to promote as members of Parliament. the park for conservation will continue, as they have for the

It saddens me that in the eastern metropolitan area thewher sections of Yumbarra Conservation Park where mineral
is only one hotel that operates without pokies, namely, thexploration and mining access already exist. Any exploration
Maylands Hotel at Maylands. | know the Maylands Hotelor mining that occurs in Yumbarra Conservation Park as a
well and know the Clappis family well, including Enzo, his result of reproclamation will be intensively managed to
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minimise any impact on the ecological values of the park and The explorers in the central part of Yumbarra will need to
surrounding region. Many of the species that occur in the areansure that they meet the requirements of the Aboriginal
of the mineral anomaly within the central part of the Heritage Act 1988, as the explorers in the surrounding areas
Yumbarra Conservation Park also occur in other parts of theave done, by undertaking Aboriginal heritage clearance
park and surrounding reserves. A biological survey of thgrocedures, including surveys.
Yumbarra Conservation Park was carried out in 1995 and Environmental impacts, such as disturbance to flora and
found that: fauna, will be kept to the minimum possible. The area
The Yumbarra Conservation Park biological survey has reveale§ONntains several significant animal and plant species. The
that the core area of the park covers a very significant north-soutiflentification of these and the avoidance or minimisation of
and east-west biogeographical transition but that the area ainy adverse impacts on them will need to be determined by

ge°|°9ic‘?{|. i”teretSt :5 U?"keg’ tto a?ntain any Spe‘t:ie? o ecologicajhe explorer in consultation with the Department for Environ-
communities not also found to the east or west of the propose . g . .
mineral exploration licence areas. ent, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs. Environmental

Owens et al, 1995, A Biological Survey of Yumbarra Conserva-Obligations, terms and conditions and performance criteria
tion Park, DENR page 61. imposed on the explorer will be detailed in the proclamation
Yumbarra Conservation Park is part of a large region ofind €xploration licence. Mining of any economic resource

discovered in the park will undergo an environmental impact

continuous mallee, much of it known as the YeIIabinnaassessment rocess. There will be a full environmental impact
region, which provides important links through similar P . P

habitats from the top of Eyre Peninsula through to Westeriatement, as required for major projects under the Develop-
Australia. Reproclamation and allowance of mineral explor-ment Act 1993.

ation will have negligible impact on the value of the area as Control over exploration, mining and associated activities

part of a larger region of reserves that together provide &'i” be exe_rcised through the provisic?r_ls in the terms of the
significant area for species protection and evolution. proclamation; the terms and conditions attached to an

) xploration licence under the Mining Act 1971 and agreed
I;’lart ofthe Yumllaqrra gqnsig\g“?n Park (now thﬁ ctentr etween the Minister for Environment and Heritage and the
gor 'O.nb) (\;\Iabs ptrhoc ?r']me Dm 1 (t) cfonEser.ve w atwaSMinister for Primary Industries, Natural Resources and
escribed by the then Department of Environment anggeqqiongl Development; the terms and conditions attached to
Natural Resources in 1995 as ‘a significant representativ,

. €ach approval by the Director of Mines for specific activities;
area of the West(?rn Eyre Penln§ula mallee ecosystems O.L“.S'g%d the terms and conditions of a mining lease subject to the
of the dog fence’. The then National Parks Act 1966 prohibit:y ;y-ome of a future environmental impact statement.
ed exploration or mining in parks and reserves and, as a-\;onitoring, management and reporting of the condition
result, that original area was proclaimed without provision foy¢ i ‘fauna and ecosystems of the area explored will be
exploranon-under the Mining Act. carried out by qualified personnel employed by the explorer

The National Parks Act 1966 was repealed and replaceghg approved by the Minister for Environment and Heritage
by the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, with provisions nder the supervision of professional DEHAA staff. A
for proclamation by the Governor of rights to explore or minepymper of measures are proposed to ensure that exploration
ina national park or a conservation park. However, it was nojng mining impacts are minimised and to provide additional
Untll 1985 that a Shlft n gOVernment pO“Cy under a Laborongo|ng management Support for the parks and reserves
This was followed in 1986 by the Labor government'syrgyisions of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 for
decision that all new reserves were to be jointly proclaimedymparra and other reserves in the Yumbarra-Yellabinna
unless there were overriding conservation considerations.regiOn will include such actions as:

In 1990, two contiguous areas east and west respectively A further biological survey of the exploration area in a
of the original Yumbarra Conservation Park were proclaimed, company funded program prior to exploration and mining;
bringing the total area of the park to approximately 327 589  Environmental audits by PIRSA and DEHAA of manage-
hectares. These additions were proclaimed subject to the 1972 ment performance and condition of the land in the affected
amendments, allowing exploration and mining subject to area against specified performance criteria and environ-
conditions designed to protect the park environment. In 1993, mental objectives specified in the exploration licence; and
on publication of magnetic images showing the magnetic The identification and protection of various ecological
anomaly, a company application was lodged for an explor- associations.
ation licence over land that included approximately 26 000rhe allocation of additional resources to DEHAA in the form
hectares of the central portion of the park. of a dedicated scientific officer to manage environmental

In April 1996, the House of Assembly established a selecimpacts in reserves in the west of the state will ensure high
committee to inquire into a proposal for reproclamation ofstandards of environmental responsibility and provide an
that area of Yumbarra Conservation Park, within whichimportant liaison role with both the explorers and PIRSA.
exploration licence application 142/93 is largely contained, The development of codes of practice and rehabilitation
to enable access for exploration and any future mining to beechniques for mining activities in the mallee-covered dune
contingent upon a full EIS as a component of the decisionecosystems in arid areas will be included as a part of any
making process. The select committee submitted its report iexploration program. There will be further development of
March 1997, which included a recommendation in favour othe biological data base for the state’s western mallee region
reproclamation. The motion for reproclamation does nothrough baseline and ongoing monitoring undertaken by the
conform entirely with the recommendations of the selecexploration proponents.
committee. The motion aims to reproclaim the entire area of As part of the re-proclamation of Yumbarra Conservation
the central part of the park without a sunset date and to alloRark, Wahgunyah Conservation Reserve, which is currently
exploration and mining by any qualified person under thea reserve under the Crown Lands Act 1929, will be made a
provisions of the Mining Act 1971. single proclamation conservation park. This will be an
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estimated 48 600 hectares unavailable to mining interests. liseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
will also be a significant upgrade in status and will providein Hansardwithout my reading it.

increased management control over this area of coastal mallee Leave granted.

and heath land, which is already a significant area for thgjstory

local community. From this position it will be proposed that  After two unsuccessful attempts to regulate whaling by the
the reserve be proclaimed as a wilderness protection arégague of Nations in 1924 and 1927, 21 countries, including

; ; :Australia, signed the Convention for the Regulation of Whaling in
under the Wilderness Protection Act 1992. Because thi 931. This was ratified in 1935 and the South AustraWidnaling

governmentis a government which listens to the people, Wgc 1937was drafted to apply the provisions of that Convention.

will undertake full public consultation prior to any wilderness However, the Convention was quickly considered to be ineffective

proclamation proceedings. and was abandoned in 1937 in favour of the International Agreement
In addition, a further section of the Nullarbor National for the Regulation of Whaling, which gave greater protection to some

Park will b inal laimed to furth tect thi species and set minimum size limits for a range of other species.
ark will become singly proclaimed 10 further protect tis =, the jnternational spirit of cooperation that followed the Second

sensitive arid environment. This will remove approximatelyworld War, the International Convention for the Regulation of
89 000 hectares from the potential impacts of mining. The reWhaling was ratified and entered into force in 1946, with Australia

proclamation of the central portion of Yumbarra will result &n original signatory. The Convention established the International

H . - ) haling Commission to formulate and be responsible for the appli-
in a gain to the overall area of land in the state's reserv ation of regulatory measures for safeguarding whale stocks while

system from Which mineral explc_)ration and mining will be allowing the orderly development of the whaling industry. Since
excluded. The additional areas will amount to some approxit986 the International Whaling Commission has placed a moratori-

mately 137 600 hectares, while the part of Yumbarraim onwhaling under the Schedule to the Convention, although some

Conservation Park being reproclaimed to allow mineral'tions have continued to whale under the Convention.
Since 1979, it has been Australian government policy to oppose

exploration and mining access is approximately 105 00Qhaling both domestically and internationally through the Inter-
hectares. national Whaling Commission. Indeed, the National Task Force on
The outcome of reproclamation and exploration will Whaling, which reported in May 1997, was charged with the

achieve a balance between environmental. economic arigsPonsibility of advising the Federal Minister for the Environment
! N the most practical ways to achieve Australia’s stated policy of

social considerations to ensure that all gain from this prOPQS%ringing about a permanent ban on commercial whaling worldwide.
to reproclaim the central part of Yumbarra Conservatiomustralia’s policy on whaling and whale protection in both Aus-
Park. The investigation of an extraordinary magnetidralian and international waters has a legislative basis iMthale
geological feature which may foreshadow a major mineraProggﬂgr”af\goﬁz?d%rations
deposit with 'mportant economic outcomes fo_r the region ar";f’he Whaling Act (no. 2361 of 1937) was assented to on 1 December
the state cannot be ignored by any responsible governmenigz7 but was never proclaimed and therefore never committed to any
The reproclamation of the central portion of Yumbarra will Minister. It is assumed that it was not proclaimed because the 1931
provide an opportunity for the peop|e of Ceduna ano_Conven@ion, to which the Actwe_isintended to apply, was abandqned
surrounding districts for regional economic development andf} wﬁ;;;‘ém’o”r of the International Agreement for the Regulation
further progress state economic development following the" ‘protection for marine mammals in South Australian waters is
success of the South Australian exploration initiative. now principally covered by thdlational Parks and Wildlife Act
Reproclamation will also provide the key to unlocking a 1972 This Bill has been drafted to repeal éhaling Act 193and

host of improved environmental outcomes. There will be arf€ Passage of this Bill will formally close an era of South Australia’s
overall increase in the area of reserves in the state withogloror; hat of whaling, It was a remarkable time, creating some of

¢ i L the enduring images of early South Australia. However, new images
access to mineral exploration or mining as a result of thisiave replaced the old; the tourist's camera has replaced the whaler’s
action. In addition, we will establish a comprehensiveharpoon. .
management plan for Yumbarra Conservation Park and other | commend this Bill to honourable members.
reserves of the Yellabinna region and see the further develop- . < 1. short t'ﬁf(epla”at'on of Clauses
ment of the biological data base for our state’s western mallegns cjause is formal.
area. Clause 2: Repeal

Through the further responsible development of theThis clause repeals thWhaling Act 1937

mineral industry and through collaboration in the develop- .
ment of new exploration models, we will ensure the applica- Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate.
tion of best practice environmental management in Yumbarra.
All these measures demonstrate this government’s commit- PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
ment to both protection of the environment and the creation (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
of jobs that will be welcomed by the regional and local - .
communities in this important area of the state. | will The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and

. : ._Heritage) obtained leave and introduced a bill for act to
certainly welcome an open and frank deba’ge on this rnOtIO.gmend the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986. Read
and seek the support of all members of this House on th '

1S .. .
most important motion. g\f|_rl_sr;[(;ur|1|1((;.1 5.C. KOTZ: | move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate. h L
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

WHALING ACT REPEAL BILL in Hansardwithout my reading it.
Leave granted.
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Environment and ThePrevention of Cruelty to Animals Aatceived Royal Assent
Heritage) obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act toin 1985. It was the first the modern animal welfare legislation in
; : ; Australia; in most jurisdictions, the animal protection laws had not
repeal the Whaling Act 1.937. Rgad afirst time. been reviewed for half a century. The persons involved in the
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | move: development, drafting and Parliamentary passage of that legislation

That this bill be now read a second time. are to be commended. The Act, in essence, is sound and has been the
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benchmark in the development of similar legislation in other statethe RSPCA to sell or otherwise dispose of the animals in this
and territories. situation. The Bill provides that the RSPCA may dispose of the ani-
Clause 5 of the Competition Principles Agreement requires thamal if, after reasonable enquiries, the Society is unable to locate the
all legislation impacting on competition must be reviewed by the endwner or, if the owner is found, if that person does not collect the
of 1999 and that recommendations must be considered and implanimal within three working days of being given written notice
mented by the end of the Year 2000. Under the automatic expirpdvising of the animal’'s whereabouts.
program, the regulations were also required to be reviewed by the The existing Act empowers a magistrate to order that a convicted
end of 1999. To facilitate these processes, the decision was madeperson surrender the animal in question and to forbid the person from
undertake an extensive general review of the Act, Regulations ankving custody of another animal or animals of a certain class. It is
the adopted Codes of Practice at the one time. not clear whether the magistrate can order the surrender of other
The Review Panel reaffirmed that the legislation is contemporaryanimals, or merely the ones relating to the charges laid. The Bill
necessary, adequate and appropriate. However, in the 15 years sirg&eks to clarify the intent of the provision.
the Act was drafted, it has become apparent that sundry admin- Consistent with the government commitment to update legislation
istrative matters and other minor matters require attention. Some @k it is amended, sundry statute law revision amendments are set out
these were noted by the Review Panel, others were identified in tHg the schedule to the Bill.
preparation of drafting instructions and in the course of drafting. This | commend the Bill to the House.
Bill addresses these relatively minor matters while retaining the basic Explanation of Clauses
policies and spirit of the legislation. Clause 1: Short title
When the Act was first drafted it was envisaged that the positiorT his clause is formal.
of Chief Inspector would be filled by a public servantwho would act ~ Clause 2: Commencement
as a liaison between government and the RSPCA. However, the Agthis clause provides for commencement of the Act by proclamation.
does not specify any role or responsibilities relating to the position  Clause 3: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation
and it has not been used for the past decade. On this basis, the poBhis clause amends various definitions. The definition of ‘Chief
tion is seen as unnecessary and will be revoked by this Bill. Inspector’ is deleted as the position is obsolete and is to be removed
The development of codes of practice and their recommendatiofiom the Act. The Code of Practice referred to in Part 4 of the Act
to the Minister has become an important function of the Animal(Teaching and Research) is defined.
Welfare Advisory Committee and the Actis amended to reflect this  Clause 4: Amendment of s. 12—Functions of the Committee
developing role in the committee’s duties. This clause adds a function of developing codes of practice to the list
Various other minor amendments are proposed. It is made cleaf functions carried out by the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee.
that breach of a code that has been adopted by the regulations does Clause 5: Amendment of s. 13—IIl treatment of animals
not constitute ill-treatment of animals, but is a regulatory offenceThis clause amends section 13, which sets out the behaviour that
attracting the lesser penalty. constitutes ill treatment of animals. The amendment inserts a
The forms required for various purposes are no longer to b@aragraph relating to killing animals by too slow a method, a matter
prescribed by the regulations but will be approved by the Ministerthat is currently covered by the regulations. New paragr@ph
thus allowing a greater degree of flexibility in accommodatingcombines the matters currently referred to in paragréiphs (1).
ongoing change. Clause 6: Amendment of s. 17—Application for a licence
The minimum membership of animal ethics committees is  Clause 7: Amendment of s. 18—Grant of licences
increased from four to five, in compliance with the national code (sed hese clauses remove references to prescribed forms and allow for
the definition in clause 3). The committees are also to be bound bine forms to be approved by the Minister.
this code in performing their functions. Clause 8: Amendment of s. 19—Conditions of licences
Inspectors are to be appointed by the Minister instead of thd his clause creates an offence of failing to comply with a condition
Governor, thus bringing the Act into line with tidational Parks  of a licence permitting the use of animals in teaching and research.
and Wildlife Act some persons are appointed under both Acts. An  Clause 9: Amendment of s. 23—Animal ethics committees
offence is to be created of failing to surrender an identity certificatel'his clause increases the minimum size of animal ethics committees
when a person ceases to be an inspector. from four to five.
The powers of inspectors are to be upgraded to enable animals Clause 10: Amendment of s. 24—Procedure
to be seized as evidence of an offence. At the moment, if an inspectdihis clause requires an animal ethics committee to comply with the
suspects on reasonable grounds that an offence against this Act Hagde (as defined above) in conducting its business.
been committed, the inspector may seize and remove from the Clause 11: Amendment of s. 25—Functions of animal ethics
premises or vehicle any object that may afford evidence of theommittees
offence. On occasion, where there is no evidence of cruelty, insped-his clause requires an animal ethics committee to furnish the
tors may need to confiscate an animal as evidence. This is particuldvtinister with annual reports in accordance with the regulations. The
ly relevant when a person is the subject of a court order preventinfunctions of such a committee are broadened to include functions
them from owning an animal of a certain class. Inspectors do ngprescribed by the Code. A committee must also comply with the
have the specific authority under the Act to use video and audio tapé€sode in carrying out its functions, in particular, the function of
but both are commonly used as evidence. The Bill specifically allowsipproving the use of specific animals in research by licensees. An
for such evidence to be gathered. Currently, if the RSPCA holds aaffence is created of a licensee failing to comply with a condition
animal because it has been ill-treated, there is no provision for costitached to an approval.
to be recouped. In some cases, animals may be held for extended Clause 12: Amendment of s. 28—Inspectors
periods and the RSPCA must provide agistment. This Bill wouldThis clause deletes the office of Chief Inspector and also provides
permit the Society or the Crown (in circumstances where an illfor inspectors to be appointed by the Minister instead of the
treated animal is held by police or stock inspectors) to recoveGovernor. A provision is inserted requiring inspectors to hand in
reasonable costs. their identity cards on ceasing to be an inspector. Inspectors who are
The Act provides inspectors with the authority to give notice topolice officers must, if not in uniform when exercising powers under
owners of animals in situations where the animal should not béhe Act, present their warrant cards when requested to do so.
worked (e.g. horses). These notices may include directions as to feed, Clause 13: Amendment of s. 29—Powers of inspectors
water or any other treatment. Currently, the provision only relate§ his clause broadens some of the powers exercisable by inspectors.
to working animals. In all other cases the inspector only has th&@he power to seize evidence is extended to animals. The power to
authority to seize the animal. In many cases, this is not in theéake photographs is extended to films and video or audio recordings.
interests of the owner or the animal and it would be preferable foif an animal is seized on the ground of suffering, the costs of seizing,
the inspector to be able to give suitable directions (e.g. a thin dogreating or caring for the animal may be recovered from the animal’s
must be fed three times daily for the next month). This amendmerawner.
extends the provision beyond working animals. The power to give directions to the owner of an animal is
Attimes, an animal is seized under the provisions of this Act onextended to include orders to provide the animal (whether a working
the grounds of suffering unnecessary pain. Theoretically, at som@nimal or not) with rest and shelter and to exercise the animal as
time in the future the owner of the animal may be able to claim itstipulated in the notice.
back and not reimburse the RSPCA for veterinary or boarding costs. Clause 14: Insertion of s. 30A
In many cases, an owner who has deserted the animal, e.g. a farnéhis clause inserts a new section which sets out the powers of
who walks off his property, never returns. There is no provision forinspectors to kill, sell or otherwise dispose of animals that have been
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forfeited to the Society by court order or that have been seized undeve get into government in two years, | hope that this study
]Ehe AaCt apdl atre tolFe{?ﬁumeQ t0|thﬁ owner, butttgte o(;/vnertiaannot Beur will help form the industrial relations platform with
ound or fails to collect the animal when requested to do so. Procee : . Do
from selling such an animal go to the Soc?ety, unless a court orders gard to workers’ compensation, safety and rehab_|I|tat_|on
otherwise. and, hopefully, some better and more up-to-date legislation.
Clause 15: Amendment of s. 34—Permits to hold rodeos The organisations visited during the tour included: the
This clause allows the Minister to approve the forms for rodecAlberta Workers’ Compensation Board; the American

permits. An offence is created of failing to comply with a condition Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organisations; the

attaégi‘jséofGr,ogfnoeﬁS%néﬁt of 5. 36—Power of court to depriva'ilish Columbia Workers’ Compensation Board; the CSST
convicted person of animal ' in Quebec; the International Brotherhood of Teamsters-Local

This clause clarifies and amplifies the orders that a court may make31, in Chicago; the New York Workers’ Compensation
against the owner of an animal where the owner is convicted of aBoard; the Ontario Workplace Safety and Insurance Board;
offence in respect of the animal. In particular, it is made clear thaihe Oregon Workers’ Compensation Division; the United

not only the animal the subject of the offence may be forfeited to the,, . e .
Society but also other specified animals owned by the defendant?('ngdom Health and Safety Executive; the Trade Union

Clause 17: Insertion of . 42A Congress (UK); the United States Occupational Safety and

This clause inserts the usual evidentiary provision in respect of codddealth Administration; and the Wisconsin Workers’ Compen-
that are incorporated or referred to in the Act or the regulations. sation Division.

g(':?:ésdeut& Further amendments of principal Act In large part this tour, my first since being elected in
This clause and the Schedule make various amendments to the (%tctober 1997, was in respoynse to the_ continuing decline in
of a statute law revision nature. e enforcement of the state’s occupational health and safety

laws by two Liberal governments. | have been very concerned

Mr HILL secured the adjournment of the debate. with the operation of the WorkCover scheme in regard to
questionable rehabilitation practices, if any, and the inequi-
ADDRESS IN REPLY table treatment of many workers with long-term injuries.
These issues form the basis of a considerable proportion of
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption. complaints that | receive from constituents in my electorate
(Continued from 30 September. Page 119.) of Hanson, and even more from constituents of other

electorates, including those of Liberal Party members. The

Ms KEY (Hanson): First, in reply to His Excellency the  feedback | have received from many of my parliamentary
Governor's speech at the opening of the third session cfolleagues also suggests that these types of complaints are
parliament, | thank the constituents of Hanson for theifwidespread amongst the community, and | have on different
continuing support, particularly those who have now foundoccasions had discussions with my colleagues on the other
their way into my office and who have expressed theirside of the House about issues that they also are plagued with,
appreciation with regard to the different inquiries and issuet relation to workers’ compensation.
that they have raised with my personal assistant, Ms Lindy In addition to contributing to the resolution of these
McAdam. While | am on the subject of the electoral office, concerns, | am confident that a number of ideas and programs
I place on record my appreciation to Ms McAdam for doing| have become familiar with as a result of this study tour will,
such a fabulous job of dealing with the number of issues th&bllowing Labor’s return to government, contribute to a more
arise and also for assisting me in my work. balanced administration of South Australia’s occupational

We in the seat of Hanson have had a number of verjealth and safety laws and the development of a more
successful campaigns over the past two years. | am conticcountable, effective and compassionate WorkCover
ually impressed by the dedication of constituents to makecheme. At this time | would also like to express my sincere
sure that different issues with which they are concerned arganks to the CEOs of all the organisations that | visited, for
resolved in the community’s favour. In particular, | refer to the staff's time (in some cases staff were made available to
the Western Suburbs Environment Association, which hame for a number of hours so that all the questions | had about
been campaigning for a long time on environmental issues tthe actual operation of the different workers’ compensation
do with residents living next to industry, and, secondly, to theschemes were answered), their professionalism, their courtesy
Adelaide Workmen’s Homes Group. A number of constitu-and their hospitality.
ents in Richmond live in Adelaide workmen’'s homes in the  Before turning to a couple of examples that | think would
Richmond Estate and they have established the Richmorisk helpful to South Australia, | would like to give a brief
Estate Network of Tenants Incorporated (RENT), which isoutline of the major differences in approach adopted in
taking up the battle to preserve the special residentiatanada, the United States and the United Kingdom towards
environment in that area of Richmond. They are just twacompensation, workplace safety and vocational rehabilitation.
examples of the wonderful work that is done in the electorateBecause of the time, | can provide only a broad overview of

| also take the opportunity to compliment the variousthe main issues of interest, and | welcome members of this
residents’ associations, the Thebarton Historical Society andouse to read my full report, if they would like to do so. |
last, but not least, the ongoing work of the neighbourhoodvould be very happy to answer any questions they may have
watch groups in the electorate of Hanson. about the comments and observations that | made.

| refer to one of my portfolio responsibilities for the Labor ~ Along with Australia, Canada and the United States are
Party, namely, industrial relations. | shall report on a studythe only countries in the world where workers’ compensation
tour that | undertook in April and May this year to examine arrangements are determined at the state or provincial level.
various aspects of workplace safety, workers’ compensatioBy contrast, workers’ compensation arrangements in the
and rehabilitation arrangements in the United States, Canadiiited Kingdom have been largely integrated with the
and the United Kingdom. The study tour was undertaken witltountry’s social security system. In terms of ownership, the
a view to identifying programs which could be adopted forworkers’ compensation arrangements in Canada, the United
the benefit of South Australian workers and employers. WheBtates and the United Kingdom exhibit considerable vari-
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ation. In the United States, ownership is primarily in the Access to common law by workers for negligence claims
hands of private insurance companies. There are publiclggainst their employers is either prohibited or severely
owned schemes in six states, and approximately 20 otheestricted in most states. In Canada, TTD payments are
states where publicly owned schemes compete with privatesually based on net pre-injury earnings, as is the case in the
insurers. Private insurers have exclusive coverage in thdnited States, although the amounts involved are generally
remaining states and territories. In most US jurisdictions therbigher and range from 75 to 90 per cent of net pre-injury
is also the opportunity for large firms to self insure. earnings. In the few jurisdictions where gross pre-injury

All the workers’ compensation schemes in Canada argarnings form the basis of the TTD payments, the level of
publicly owned and typically administered by tripartite COMpensation is usually set at 75 per cent of gross earnings.
boards of management. The scope for self insurance in thEne upper limits that apply in Canadian schemes are also
Canadian schemes is very limited. In the United Kingdomgconsiderably higher than those in the United States. The
as noted above, the workers’ compensation system is largefigtermination of PPD payments differs between various
a subset of the publicly owned social security systemProvinces and territories. o )
Payments for work related injury also differ markedly However, it is worth noting that, unllkg in the United
between the three countries. In the United Kingdom, workerStates, both these payments are usually adjusted annually and
usually receive a flat rate of compensation for 28 weeks an@ore frequently for the cost of living adjustments in most
then become eligible for a permanent disability pension. Th€anadian jurisdictions. In a number of provinces and

amount of the pension is dependent on the level of impairterritories, PPD payments are determined by an assessment
ment associated with the injury. of the level of impairment, then paid to the worker in the

Currently, an injured worker is entitled to a pension of.form .Of a pension for Ic;fe._ AZ (|jr_1 thel Un|_teO(|3I_ Staltefs, thehse
£1.18 per week for each percentage of impairment, subje r{npau_rment ratings are derived directly or indirectly from the
to a threshold level of 14 per cent being met. In aéldition merican Medical Association guidelines to the evaluation

P 9 : %‘permanent impairment. In other jurisdictions a loss of

m?arrzerzz Shgg: nfLrllltla aI?Ceer?setg ng”&? r:elgwﬂrw?sn;sglef\’ov*h:z: rnings approach is used, whereby an estimate is made of
g'g y EMPIOyers. y at the worker is earning or what he or she is capable of

a system that | favour, but there are some good points to be_ . . . S .
: arning relative to their pre-injury earnings.
made about making sure that workers are not left on the scraep With the worker being paid the difference (that is, 75 to

heap with no support whatever. In this case, the soci 0 per cent of the difference between the net earnings

security system makes sure that workers are not left destitu . . - )
when they have had the misfortune of being ill or injured aljﬁvolved), there is quite a bit of confusion about what people

; . re actually eligible for. Some jurisdictions, however, provide
work. In the United States, workers usually receive 66.7 pe%dual approach whereby either or both these approaches can

cent of pre-injury weekly wages, subject to an upper limit tha . S

. iy . be used in the determination of the PPD payments. A number
s s_pecmed as a percentage of average Weel,dy €amMINgss canadian schemes also provide supplementary payments
Typically, this limit is 100 per cent of a state’s average;

weekly earnings, although in many states it is lower than thi%ﬂ hci)gﬁ Lo;gng;a??;?sritheegrgllj?g er?svtlrsalllci)gr? ?gg;?g ergiﬁ,t
while in a few it is higher. As | said, there are many vari- P

- L . integral feature of the loss of earnings approach and enable
auong to the theme, c.erta.lnly in the United Statgs. . the compensating authority to reduce an injured worker’s

This payment, which is net of tax and social securitypayments on the basis of so-called notional earnings that a
contributions, is usually referred to as a temporary totajyorker is deemed to be capable of earning irrespective of
disability (TTD) payment. There is usually a waiting period yhether or not he or she is able to obtain that employment.
of three to seven days before a worker is entitled to compen- | the event of permanent and total disability, workers are
sation payments, unless the injury results in a specifiedntitied to PTD payments and as in the United States
number of days being lost, ranging from five to 42 days gjigibility for these payments is restricted to workers with the
Where there is a permanent disability, once the injury hagost serious disabilities. Death payments in the event of a
stabilised the worker may be entitled to permanent partiajyork-related fatality are payable to the worker’s family and
disability (PPD) payments. The amount of the PPD paymentgre considerably higher than in the United States. Coverage
is determined by an assessment of the level of impairmenfo; medical and related expenses incurred as a result of the
There is a substantial variation between the jurisdictions ajury are also a feature of Canadian schemes.
to how much is paid and for how long. In some states " | relation to dispute resolution there is also considerable
payments can continue for the duration of a disability, while,ariation between the three countries. In Britain there is less
in others they are limited to a number of weeks or a speC|f|eg¢0pe for disputation since the issue of whether or not the
dollar amount. injury is work related is not relevant. The main source of

Where there is a permanent and total disability arisinglisputation appears to be common law actions for negligence
from what is usually a catastrophic injury, the worker iswhich is traditionally resolved through civil courts. In the US
entitled to permanent total disability (PTD) payments, whichthere is a tremendous variation in approaches to dispute
in most jurisdictions are payable for life or for the durationresolution. There is a much greater reliance, however, on civil
of the disability. In the event of work related fatality, the courts than in Australia or Canada. The high cost of litigation
worker’s family is eligible for death payments. As with other in the last decade has prompted moves towards alternative
compensation payment categories, the extent of deatfispute resolution mechanisms. This has also been accompa-
payments varies markedly between the states. Most jurisdictied by efforts to limit attorney involvement in many states.
tions also pay for ongoing medical and related costs, although In addition, a number of jurisdictions have introduced a
in recent years, with the extension of managed care organisseheme-funded workers’ advocate to assist workers in their
tions (something that is being talked about here at thease. Much of the disputation centres on impairment assess-
moment) into the workers’ compensation arena, this haments for payments. In many cases there is a wide discrepan-
resulted in greater contestation. cy between the assessment of the impairment made by the
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worker’s treating doctor and the doctor of the insurer—the activists here in the trade union movement and those in
sounds very much like Adelaide! the UK to ensure that this change happens.

In Canada there is greater uniformity in the way in which ~ The variation that characterises workers’ compensation
disputes are managed. Often there is an internal reconsidexnd vocational rehabilitation arrangements in Canada, the
ation of issues in dispute which, if unresolved, is the subjectnited States and the United Kingdom is also reflected in the
of formal determination by the workers’ compensation boardnanner in which these countries administer their workplace
or an independent appeals tribunal. Only in exceptional casdgalth and safety legislation. In Australia over the past decade
does a matter in dispute proceed to the provincial civil courtshere has been an increasing trend towards integration of
or the federal Supreme Court. Not surprisingly, deemingvorkers’ compensation arrangements and the administration
assessments and impairment ratings give rise to manyf workplace health and safety laws. This development has
disputes. been predicated on the view that a more integrated approach

In contrast to Australian schemes, vocational rehabilitatiotiowards the prevention of workplace injury, disease and death
has been part of the workers’ compensation scheme in Norttan produce better results—although whether or not this is
America for many decades. The importance of vocationathe case remains an open question.
rehabilitation in terms of both social and financial benefit In the United Kingdom, where the country’s health and
does not appear to have been fully realised. While theafety legislation is administered by the Health and Safety
Canadian approach has many positive features, including thexecutive, there has been no integration of workers’ compen-
right to return to work and labour market re-entry programssation arrangements with workplace health and safety. The
it also suffers from a number of structural weaknesses whickame is true of the United States where workplace health and
would be familiar to Australian workers’ compensation safety legislation is administered either directly or through the
practitioners and analysts. various states by the Occupational Safety and Health

Other than in Quebec, for example, vocational rehabilitaAdministration or in conjunction with the states concerned.
tion is not a right but rather is provided at the discretion of theThe situation in Canada, however, is more comparable with
compensating authority. Eligibility for vocational rehabilita- Australia where a number of jurisdictions have responsibility
tion appears to be restricted in most cases to workers withfar workers’ compensation, workplace health and safety
permanent partial disability status. Since the determinatiofegislation and, of course, rehabilitation.
of aworker’s permanent partial disability does not occur until  In the remaining 10 minutes, | would like to summarise
the injury has reached maximum medical improvement, thisery briefly the three areas that | think would be particularly
can result in very long delays—often for many months—important in the proposals that | am putting forward with
before vocational rehabilitation is actually commencedregard to workers’ compensation and health and safety
Again, this is something we tend to see in South Australiareform. | must say it was quite exciting going to the United

This is contrary to the cardinal rule of effective rehabilita- Kingdom Health and Safety Executive because for a long
tion which is, of course, early intervention. Where injuredtime activists in the health and safety area have considered
workers are not able to return to work with their pre-injury this to be one of the blueprint models in relation to legislation
employer, the vocational rehabilitation assistance providednd practice. It was also interesting to find (as | mentioned
often consists of little more than job search training. Thisearlier) that a number of improvements are certainly needed.
approach has attracted much criticism from injured workerd he number of issues that the union movement shares was
groups, the trade union movement and rehabilitation profesguite overwhelming.
sionals. The attempt to link deeming arrangements with The Health and Safety Executive is the enforcement arm
vocational rehabilitation has also given rise to a great deal aff the UK Health and Safety Commission and is answerable
criticism and has had the effect of undermining the confithrough the commission to the Secretary of State for the
dence of those working in the rehabilitation area and thos&nvironment. As has been the case in other countries, the
people undergoing rehabilitation. Health and Safety Executive has been subjected to funding

Not surprisingly, the United States situation appeared tauts over the course of the late 1980s and much of the 1990s.
be considerably worse than that in Canada. As in Canada, thiehas been caught up in the associated deregulatory thrust
worker is not usually eligible for vocational rehabilitation unleashed by the Thatcher and Major governments, especially
unless he or she has been assessed as having a permamieming the early 1990s.
partial disability. There are also much greater commercial As in Australia, there have been many major changes to
pressures arising from the involvement of private insurancéhe structure of the work force in the UK over the past two
companies, which means that the decision to providelecades. Approximately 48 per cent of the work force is now
rehabilitation is often more closely linked to the financialemployed by small employers, that is, those who have fewer
needs of the insurer rather than those of the injured workethan five workers in their employment, and there is an
This is exacerbated in many states by higher levels ofhcreasing trend towards the use of contract labour and labour
litigation and the greater emphasis placed by insurers ohire arrangements. This has imposed new challenges and
redemptions in order to get workers off their books. Notwith-demands on the Health and Safety Executive.
standing this, as in Canada there are a number of vocational In the United Kingdom, 1500 field inspectors are
rehabilitation programs that warrant closer consideration. employed by the Health and Safety Executive for a work

In contrast to North America, there is no legislative basdorce of approximately 27.7 million. There is also approxi-
for the provision of vocational rehabilitation for injured mately one inspector for every 18 000 workers, obviously a
workers in the United Kingdom. This is a matter of greatvery low inspector/worker ratio. This is largely a legacy of
concern to the Trades Union Congress—which is outhe funding cuts associated with the Thatcher years.
equivalent of the ACTU—and at the moment they are On a brighter note, the Blair government has increased
promoting campaigns for reform in this area. To date theréunding to the Health and Safety Executive by 20 per cent—
is no sign that the government is tending to move in thisand obviously the unions are saying it needs to be increased
direction, so | am hoping there can be more dialogue betweesven further. Despite this significant improvement, it is
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apparent that the Health and Safety Executive is still inadworkers are capable of continuing with their work—I thought
equately funded and will require additional budgetarythis was an amazing initiative and was particularly impressed
allocations if it is to fully discharge its responsibilities. In that it has been encased in the act for 20 years now. It seems
addition to field inspectors, the HSE has a number ofs though South Australia is a long way off from introducing
specialist inspectors with responsibility for specific industriesuch an initiative.
such as mines, offshore oil and the nuclear industry. This is the last point | will make about the Quebec
A major purpose of the meeting with the HSE was toworkers’ compensation board. The first question that the
discuss the various approaches adopted by the organisati@EO asked me was whether or not Australia was to have a
towards occupational health and safety inspectors. To a vergpublic. People in Quebec were, and still are, debating the
large extent, the HSE's approach is reactive. Some 85 péssues of a republic. They are looking at seceding from
cent of inspections are complaint based. This usually involve€anada. They have had enough of being under what they call
investigating dangerous occurrences or work related injuriesthe British imperialist yoke’ and want to go off on their own
Health and Safety Executive inspectors issue about 9 00®ack. | found it quite interesting that they seemed to be very
improvement and prohibition notices a year and conductip to date—probably more up to date than |—about the
approximately 1 800 prosecutions, of which 83 per cent arearious issues for and against a republic.
successful. At this stage there has not been a major emphasisit was quite refreshing to meet people who not only
placed on proactive inspections. seemed to be administering a fantastic workers’ compensa-
The Health and Safety Executive appears to have beeion rehabilitation and health and safety scheme but also
hampered in moving in this direction not only because oftertainly seemed to be very up to date with debates not only
funding difficulties with which it has had to contend over thein Australia but certainly the work in South Australia.
past decade or so but also because of the inadequate injury The good news is that, on the whole, South Australia has
reporting arrangements and the absence of a comprehenstiene a very good job. We should be very proud of our
database. It is hoped that the government will be morgcheme in many respects, but there is room for improvement
sympathetic to the needs of occupational health and safegnd, unfortunately, in the past few years, | believe as
issues and that this situation will change for the better.  someone who has practised in this area as a workers’
| would just like to compare the Health and Safety compensation advocate that we need to review where we are
Executive with some of the findings with regard to the CSSTand make some significant improvements.
workers’ compensation board in Quebec. | have terrible
French, Mr Deputy Speaker, so | will not even try to express Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | support the motion for the
what the CSST worker’'s comp. board is in French. The CSSadoption of the Address in Reply and while |, as a back-
is oversighted by a 15 person board, seven of whom areencher, am concerned about some of the things that are
drawn from business and seven from the trade union movd¥appening in the community, today | will take a very positive
ment. The chair is appointed by the government followingattitude and reflect on some of the great things that are
consultation with business and unions. The CSST is respottappening and have happened under the government since it
sible for occupational health and safety administration as weivas elected in 1993.
as workers’ compensation and rehabilitation. We are seeing South Australia, especially in the past two
Having looked at the English version of their legislation, weeks, receiving world recognition as the producers of some
I have to commend the CSST for being able to set ouofthe finest food and wines produced anywhere in the world.
legislation in an easy form that even someone such as | whbhe latest visit to South Australia by some 15 camera crews
does not live in Quebec could understand and be up-to-dagnd 150 international food and wine writers for Tasting
with very quickly. Australia week has been the single most amazing thing that
The primary pieces of legislation for which it is respon- | have seen happen in this state during my lifetime.
sible are: an act respecting industrial accidents and occupa- | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate lan
tional diseases and an act respecting occupational health aRdrmenter for arranging Tasting Australia. May we hold him
safety. We spent a couple of days with the people fronin the highest esteem not only as a chef extraordinaire but
Quebec and were very impressed with some of the initiativealso for organising an event that has brought some of the
that we managed to inspect. One of the other impressivenost famous chefs and food scribes to South Australia, as
features of the occupational health and safety legislation iwell as giving us an opportunity to showcase the world.
Quebec is the right for pregnant or lactating women workers American food writers Vincent Schiavelli and Sophie
to be reassigned to duties where the work they undertak&rigson on Sunday 3 October travelled with a group along
could adversely affect their own health or that of the unborrihe Coorong to look at the conservation park. They then
or breast fed children. feasted on South Australian cockles, yabbies and the famous
The primary aim of this provision is to eliminate health Coorong mullet and other produce manufactured in the area.
and safety risks arising from pregnancy. However, where thi¥heir words of praise for the quality of the produce left me
is not done a women is entitled, subject to certification fromand many other South Australians very proud people to live
her doctor, to a preventive withdrawal. Effectively this meansn this state.
that she is eligible to receive workers’ compensation for the Schiavelli also praised the state government for giving
duration of the risk. For the first five days of the preventivestrong support to the food and wine industry. He said that
withdrawal the employer pays her normal weekly earningsnowhere before had he seen a food and wine producing area
and thereafter she is paid 90 per cent of her net earnings higat had had such strong support from a level of government.
the CSST. It is worth noting that this right was initially And credit must be paid to the government because it took the
opposed by employers when it was introduced 20 years agwjine industry and showed it that there was an export market,
but it is now widely accepted. | must say that, although | wasn export market that was worth $120 million in 1993 and
not entirely happy with pregnant workers being put under th&738 million in 1999. It showed the food industry. Credit
health banner—because a number of pregnant womenust go to Premier John Olsen, who convinced them that
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they could become food producers for the whole worldborder: in fact, builders are now moving back into South
especially for the South-East Asian region, and led them byustralia because of the enormous growth that is currently
the hand to export their products into those areas. taking place. Recent news, such as the new Ansett call centre
Sophie Grigson, who is one of the most prominent foodo deliver 440 new jobs, is again thanks to the Premier’s
scribes on CNN news, has recorded some five programs thefforts, which have attracted about 8 per cent of the national
will go not only to the United States but around the world. I call centres to South Australia. This rate is continuing to grow
do not think that South Australia has ever had previously that a rate outstripping the rest of Australia. Danacorp’s
opportunity to showcase itself as widely as it has on thisnnouncement to establish close to GMH at Elizabeth is more
program. Those food writers also went to Virginia, and | wasgreat news for South Australia’s manufacturing industry, and
absolutely amazed at the growth of that area since my pridhe good news continues.
visit to it. The mentality of the state must change dramatically,
The predominantly Viethamese, Chinese, lItalian andhowever. For too long we have been afraid of change. The
Greek market gardeners are producing some of the fineshly thing wrong with South Australia is that there is a small,
products, which in the space of eight to 10 hours fromvocal minority who enjoy being negative and who want to
picking are in the marketplaces of Indonesia, the Philippineskeep this state the way it has been for the past 100 years. We
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong and China. Credishould all embrace sensible change. Without change the state
must also go to those wonderful South Australian men andill die, leaving our young people without a future.
women from ethnic communities who have committed their | would like to reflect some of the positives that are
lives as primary producers to feeding millions of peopleoccurring in my electorate. For the past three years young
throughout South-East Asia with the finest produce growrsecond home buyers have come to realise what a wonderful
anywhere in the world. We, the people of South Australia, ararea Colton is (embracing the areas of West Beach, Henley
also beneficiaries, in having access to that fine produce arahd Grange), and want to live in the area. It is some 10 to
some of the best food in the world. 15 minutes from the city, without any traffic problems; close
The government has also commenced and encouraged tteeGlenelg; and throwing distance from West Lakes shopping
new industry of farming olive groves, which industry | centre, Football Park and the great beaches along the western
believe within the next five years will be exporting some ofsuburbs. The result of this has been that real estate prices
the finest boutique olive oils into other countries. We talkhave risen dramatically, outstripping every metropolitan
about talking coal to Newcastle; let me tell you that | believeresidential area and running at second spot to North Adelaide,
that those boutique wineries will be exporting into countrieswhich has retained its number one position. The people in my
such as Greece, Spain and Italy, which are the predominaatectorate can sit back comfortably, knowing that while they
olive growing nations in the world, but we will be able to have been enjoying the comfort of their own homes the
export into them because the quality of our olive oil will be capital appreciation on their properties has been outstanding.
superior to anything else in the world. Aquaculture last yeaf his has resulted in new housing estates on areas such as the
alone increased by a massive 40 per cent on the previowsd West Beach drive-in theatre, the old Grange primary
year. There are abalone, rock lobster, prawns, cockles, blisehool and many new subdivisions which were previously
crabs, tuna, whiting, snapper and oysters, and the list goes omarket gardens at Fulham held by families of market
endlessly. That volume increased faster in South Australigardeners, mainly of Bulgarian extraction, who were holding
than in any other state in Australia. That, with the pristinethose properties and have now decided to release them to
waters of the west coast producing the best seafood in thteeir grandchildren for development.
world, all contributes to nearly $6 billion of exports annually: ~ The result of that is that the numbers in the six primary
what a change from the draconian days of the battle scarresthools and one high school in the area of Colton have grown
Bannon government! on an annual basis since 1993. During the past five years |
Unemployment, which was 12.2 per cent under the preseffitave not had any fears of closures or amalgamations, because
Leader of the Opposition, is currently down to 8.2 per centstudent numbers have continued to escalate. In fact, if space
With Econtech, the respected private sector economipermitted, Henley High School could accommodate another
forecaster, recently issuing the state and territory performam00 students commencing next year, taking it from some 900
ces of South Australia, its key findings were that Southto 1 300 students. When the minister for education decides
Australia will have a higher than Australian average ofto sign off on it, we will have an international standard
economic growth over the next two years: 3 per cent irgymnastics and recreational hall, not only for students to use
1999-2000, accelerating to 4 per cent to 2001 to 2002but also for the entire community in the area. That has been
Econtech states that South Australia’s employment growtimade available through government grants approved by the
in 1999-2000 will be 2.8 per cent higher than in any otheminister for education and the Charles Sturt council and will
state in Australia and well in excess of the national averagbe a world class facility to replace the old, defunct Grange
of 2.2 per cent. It forecasts a substantial rebound in busines®mmunity centre.
investment in South Australia, with investment in building 1 would like to reflect on the confidence of members of the
to rise by 29 per cent in 1999-2000, the highest of anypposition, who seem to think that they are past the line and
mainland state, compared with the national average of 6.7 péiave already won government at the next election. | can tell
cent. It predicts that the South Australian export sector wilthem that this government is listening to people and is
continue its positive growth, topping the record of responding. The figures show that there is confidence back
$5.8 billion in 1998-99. in the state, business is expanding and more South
Finally (the most pleasing), Econtech predicts that Souti\ustralians are working today than have ever been in the
Australia’s interstate migration loss, brought about by thehistory of this state. We have only to look across the border
previous Labor government, will next year be the same a® see that arrogance cost Jeff Kennett the leadership. But,
New South Wales and Victoria. That means that fewer Southlready the new Labor regime is promising more nurses,
Australians than in the past 15 years will be crossing théeachers and police. That is great, but it all costs money. The
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ratings agency Standard and Poors has warned the new Laliarmber of people, particularly elderly people, came to see me
regime that if it does take government it must watch itsto voice their concerns with the government’s proposals with
spending if it wants to retain its financial rating. respect to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the downgrading
One has to look at Kennett and say that, given that he too&f that hospital, because constituents living in Kilburn and
Victoria’s financial situation—in debt to the tune of Blair Athol frequently use the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. It
$34 billion—to its present financial situation of being is pointless saying to those people, ‘Go and use the Lyell
$5 billion in debt, he has done a magnificent job for the stat&cEwen Hospital’ because, first, it is not only further away
of Victoria. | have always gone on record as saying, and | sathan the QEH but, secondly, many elderly residents in
this time and time again, that the Labor Party has a proveparticular do not know where the Lyell McEwen Hospital is
track record of throwing money away left, right and centreand if they had to drive there themselves or get somebody
when it gets into government, and it will be no different from else other than an ambulance service to take them there they
the opposition on the other side. In the end, the people willvould have some difficulty finding it.
have to pay for it. Yes, you can make yourself a good bloke There is the ongoing problem of education and the quality
by giving them everything they want, but in the end they areof it, particularly in providing the necessary resources for our
the ones who will have to dip into their pockets and pay iteducators to teach our children with class sizes small enough
back. We have seen this. We would have liked to takdor that education to be efficient and particularly to be able
government in 1993 and have a few biscuits left in theto allocate the necessary resources to those children with
Treasury, but we inherited a debt of close to $9 billion andeading and learning difficulties to bring them up to speed.
were asked to run the state. With those children we are probably condemning them to a
An honourable member interjecting: life of unemployment because unless they are literate, unless
Mr CONDOUS: Yes, and you know my position on that; they are numerate and unless they have an ability to operate
I have made it quite clear. | believe that Labor governments computer, in so far as the next century is concerned for
have to start showing some responsibility in this sectorthose children the working life will simply pass them by, all
Already in the past week or so | have had three inquiries fronfbecause we do not devote sufficient resources to the area of
businesses in Victoria that are feeling nervous enough teducation.
consider shifting out and coming to South Australiato setup In the area of small retailers, the member for Colton may
business, and that trend will occur. It is only by responsiblée interested to know that in a number of shopping centres
government, by spending within your means and not runningn my electorate | have spoken to a number of small retailers
huge deficit budgets, that the state can continue to grow arahd not only do they not like the expanded shopping hours
have some sort of future. and indeed are not working them but they do not believe they
I commend His Excellency the Governor’s stance and theould earn any extra money in the additional hours if they
government for the responsibility it has shown in the past twdook advantage of them and they would only incur additional
years, and | am sure that by the time we go to an election inosts. The large retailers on site within those shopping centres
two years this state will be travelling the best it has eveare content because they are in effect taking away business
travelled since the days of Sir Thomas Playford. | also predidrom small retailers who are not availing themselves of the
that this government will govern for another four years.  additional shopping hours, and those large retailers are
probably just increasing their market share again at the
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): |, too, later in my contribu-  expense of the small retailers.
tion will talk about the Victorian elections, but from a  One of the concerns | will take up with the Minister for
somewhat different perspective. | also congratulate Hi8usiness and Consumer Affairs concerns a large shopping
Excellency the Governor and his wife on the outstandingentre in my electorate which is on the market and has been
work that they do on behalf of the South Australianfor some time. A number of small traders who want to get
community. The Governor’s speech (and | realise it is theut, sell their businesses and move on to another life have
government'’s speech that he is required by convention to redgben on monthly leases for some considerable time. When
out) was a very poor one in that it did not outline any visionthey get a prospective buyer for their business and go to the
or hope for South Australia over the next 12 months. Indeedshopping centre management with a prospective buyer and
one has only to look at our sitting program between now anday, ‘Can these people have a long term lease?’ they are told,
the end of this financial year and one could hardly say that wiNo, you can't; all we can do is offer you a monthly lease.’
are being flogged. The outline of the legislative program foiSo these small retailers who are wanting to get rid of their
this government is extremely poor in terms of both quantitybusinesses and start a new life are, in effect, chained to their
and quality. But that should not surprise members of thexisting businesses unless they simply pack up and walk
South Australian community with respect to conservativeaway, losing all goodwill.
governments, which rarely want to rock the boat or disturb  Another area | will deal with on a local basis involves the
the status quo. Prospect city council, in my electorate, which | congratulate
The advantage in the parliament’s not sitting in one sensen the establishment of a skate park at Whittle Reserve on
is for the lower house members of parliament to get out an@€hurchill Road, Prospect. It was a matter of some contro-
meet with their constituents in their electorates on a dailywersy in the immediate area. | noticed that the member for
basis. It helps keep an MP in touch with what concernsidelaide as the local member for that area was less than
people, and one draws strength and succour from commurenthusiastic about the establishment of the skate park, no
cation with one’s constituents. | appreciate that it would bedoubt due in no small measure to concerns expressed by some
much more difficult for a member of the Legislative Council of the local residents that it would cause too much noise,
to do the same as those of us here in the House of Assemblyandalism, graffiti and every other term one could use to
It is interesting to see the range of issues raised in mygescribe the fears some people hold about young people.
office during the recent parliamentary break and during thé&lonetheless the Prospect council went ahead with its project
regular Saturday morning street corner meetings | hold. A&nd it has been completed and was recently opened. It is a
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good project on Whittle Reserve not only with respect to and also on the football field. | might add that the Kilburn
skate park but also with its provision for tennis courts, aFootball Club never starts a fight on a football field, but we
basketball court, a play area for small children, barbecueasually do finish it. Three of our members were honoured last
outlets and the like, and is being thoroughly enjoyed not onhySaturday night with life membership of the club. They were
by young people from the Prospect city council area but als8arry White, one of the trainers, Darryl Leske, the inter-
by a number of other young people coming from elsewherehange steward, and Kym Cotter, a previous chairman and
to make use of that facility. previous sponsorship manager of the club. Each of those

Itis all very well for members of the older generation to gentlemen have given outstanding service on behalf of the
condemn young people for wanting to use a skate park andub over many years and have given many voluntary hours
to say that they are too noisy or that it will lead to this, thatwith respect to the growth of the club to allow it to be what
or other social discomfort for some of the residents, but wet is today: the best amateur league football club and certainly
must provide safe areas for young people to enjoy theione of the most successful amateur league clubs in the state.
recreation. We in our time were able to do it when we werd think we overlook on many occasions, not only with respect
young. We grew up in an era when we could wander far antb this club but also other sporting organisations, the role and
wide from our homes in comparative safety. That is not thevork of volunteers, who do so much to enable those clubs to
case for young people today and | commend the Prospefiinction—to allow players to take to the field, to provide the
council for its efforts in that area and for its maintenance oimoney and resources through their untiring efforts to allow
the Irish Harp Reserve of a BMX bike track that a few ladsthe players to participate and for the community generally to
a year ago during a school holiday built for themselvestake pride in their club and to be able to watch their club in
Largely the council allowed it to stay intact. It had to changeaction.
some areas for safety reasons, but | commend the local During the parliamentary break we also saw again the
residents in that area who did not object to the councitlosure of another banking service in my electorate. The
fencing off the area and allowing the young lads and a coupl€ommonwealth Bank has closed its branch at Kilburn. This
of young girls to continue enjoying the area as a BMX track was the last banking service that existed in the Kilburn-Blair

| remember as a young person, quite some years ago, thathol region. If any local businesses or any of the local
we were free to do those things in comparative safety. Nowesidents want to do any banking they must now get them-
we have so many regulations and the like that tend to prevestlves to the shopping centre at North Park to be able to go
young people from giving expression to what they want to ddo the banks there. This is extremely inconvenient for our
to enjoy their recreation. People are more litigious in suingelderly citizens, in particular, who do not necessarily have
councils if they have areas that are potentially unsafe, and #asy access to private transport—the aged and infirm. | note
an accident occurs the council takes the automatic action d¢fiat the Prime Minister recently made a comment about
forbidding certain activity from taking place for fear of that closure of bank branches, when he said that banks have social
litigation rather than using some imagination. On thisobligations. Of course, | would agree with the Prime Minis-
occasion again the Prospect City Council (this is going backer, except for the fact that at law, of course, the banks, as
some months now) acted on some advice that | was able frivate entities, have only one responsibility, and that is to
give and support that | gave to these young people, antheir shareholders and the maximisation of profits to those
maintained that BMX bike track and made it safer. shareholders. They have, at law, no community service

The Enfield RSL had an interesting annual dinner lasbbligations. It is no use extolling rhetoric to these banks. You
Friday night, during the course of which Lieutenant Coloneleither have to make it part of their legal requirements or, in
Pierre Gregor, who was in charge of Operation Safe Havefact, you own a bank yourself—that is, the government—so
at Hampstead Barracks, delivered a speech. Hampste#itht you can make sure that they carry out a community
Barracks is in my electorate and, of course, as we all knowservice obligation. | regret to this day that it was a Labor
the Kosovars stayed there for a period of three monthgjovernment that sold off the Commonwealth Bank after the
Lieutenant Colonel Gregor gave a very informative speeciCommonwealth Bank was established in the first place by a
about the role of the armed forces in the operation of that safiederal Labor government under the leadership of Andrew
haven and all the logistics that are involved before and afteffFisher in 1911, and the then Treasurer, King O’Malley, who
the arrival of those Kosovar refugees and the type of conwas also a former member of the House of Assembly here in
siderations that the military has had to put into place. ISouth Australia prior to his moving to Tasmania and
commend Lieutenant Colonel Gregor and his staff and all thbecoming a member of the federal parliament for that state
intergovernmental agencies involved, including the Departand subsequently a treasurer in a commonwealth Labor
ment of Human Services and the Department of Immigratiogovernment under Andrew Fisher’'s prime ministership.
and Ethnic Affairs. It was a major effort which proved the | would like to commend the contribution of the member
value of our military forces, not only in war time but also in for Mitchell in his thought provoking Address in Reply
peace time, to undertake these types of humanitarian servicegeech concerning the abolition of the Legislative Council.
which are of lasting value not only to those people who arélembers would know that | support, and have advocated for
immediately affected but also to our community generally. some time, the abolition of the Legislative Council. | will not

| also want to mention (again on a local level) threetake members through all the reasons which | have expound-
outstanding people who are members of the best and greatest in the past on that issue.
amateur league football club in South Australia (well known | support the comments of the member for Mitchell that
to the member for Colton), namely, the Kilburn Football deal with enhancing the powers of standing committees of the
Club. Never was there a greater or fairer club, in all aspectslouse of Assembly, if we are to get rid of the Legislative
of the game, than the Kilburn Football Club. The member forCouncil, so as to better scrutinise legislation and to enhance
Colton would know that only too well through the friendly the powers and authority of minority groups within the House
jousts that we have had with the Henley Greeks over thef Assembly—namely, the opposition party—to enable them
years. Usually they come off second best, both in the fightso compel ministers and public servants to appear before
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those standing committees to give evidence under oath so thahich we elect our House of Assembly will change quite
the government can be far more accountable and transpareatically.
in its actions. | refer to the Victorian election and, in particular, to the
| was interested in the formula that the member forvote for the Labor Party, the vote for Independents in regional
Mitchell put forward with respect to the election of House of areas and the unrest that has been developing in those areas
Assembly members which seemed to me a combination dbr some time. Ever since the Victorian election result the
constituencies with direct election of single members in thoseresent Premier of South Australia and his ministers, in every
constituencies with a top up provided on a proportionakecond ministerial statement and every second word, have
representation basis so that the party with the majority ofeferred to regions, the importance of the regions and how
votes ended up with the majority of seats in the House ofhey will now hold cabinet meetings in the regions in
Assembly. | am not necessarily wedded to his formulain thatlifferent parts of the state. Well, just holding cabinet
area, but | think that we ought all to start looking at the issuaneetings in regions will not assuage the anger of people in
of how elections in the future will take place—whether, inregional South Australia. One has only to look at this
fact, single member constituencies will last well into the nextgovernment’s actions over the past six years to see the gutting
century as they have this century. | believe now, with arof employment in these regional areas. | give two very simple
increasing number of voters wanting greater choice irexamples of this government’s lack of commitment to
representation in parliament that we might end up with aegional development.
greater likelihood of proportional representation cominginto  Some three or so years ago this government contracted out
the House of Assembly, similar to Tasmania, where so manto private industry road maintenance in the Hawker area.
members are elected from each of the Federal divisions th&iight workers who were previously employed by the
are represented in that state. Department of Road Transport lost their jobs. Their places
I realise that that may mean more Democrats, Independvere taken by workers who did not live in the township of
ents or whatever you want to call them in this Chamber anéHawker. | believe that these workers lived in Adelaide and
that many of us here who represent the major parties woulthat they worked two weeks on and two weeks off. They
say that we do not want them. But it is not so much what wespent their wages primarily in Adelaide. Perhaps the local pub
as major parties want: it is what the voting public will want did a bit of business at the end of a working day, but their
and demand. As more and more people over time become leskildren were not at the Hawker school and the like. So, that
and less wedded to each of the major parties, they wilhad a profound impact on a small township in terms of the
demand that the different political parties they supportjoss of income for, say, the local butcher and in terms of the
provided they attract sufficient voting numbers (even if it ischildren and parents participating in local school affairs.
not 50 per cent plus one), have some representation in this In the last 18 months the accounts department of SA
parliament. | do not think that it would mean the end of theWater centralised its accounting functions in Grenfell Street
world if we in fact had a PR system of election to the Houseén the city. In places such as Berri, Port Lincoln, Mount
of Assembly based on the Tasmanian system. Gambier, Crystal Brook and elsewhere some 13 clerical
If we consider the recent Victorian election, there will beaccounting jobs were lost to regional South Australia—they
a minority Labor government with three Independentswere centralised in Adelaide. It is my view that governments
holding the balance of power, as exists here, but it is probablgnust lead in this area. Basically, if we are to talk about
even more tenuous in Victoria given that at least two of thoseegional development, we can give all the rhetoric that we
three Independents are probably from more conservatiike and talk about all the incentives we will give private
political backgrounds and that the upper house is dominateiddustry, but they still will not move. Governments have to
by the Liberal Party. Even with single member electorates inake the bull by the horns and literally pick up some of the
Victoria, there will be a tortuous path for the new Premier,work of government agencies and put that work out into the
as | believe he will be, Steve Bracks, to work his wayregions, even if initially it is more costly to do so. Only when
through. Likewise, we in South Australia have a minoritythe government provides the sheet anchor in terms of basic
government. We had a minority Labor government under themployment and maintaining those basic government services
Bannon regime from 1989 to 1993. There were virtuallyin those areas will private industry tend to follow, if there is
minority governments in Queensland with single membea market where they can sell their goods or services. Itis not
electorates both under Rob Borbidge and then with Premigust the state government that has done it, but commonwealth
Beattie (except for a recent by-election win that he had, bugovernments, both Liberal and Labor, and more particularly
that is still not clear in any event given certain events thathe Liberal Party at a federal level with respect to a whole
may take place in that state over the coming months). range of cutbacks in commonwealth jobs out in regional
So, it is not uncommon for minority governments to South Australia. Only with that type of concrete action will
operate in Australia even with single member electoratesve see any abatement in the bush of the anger and resentment
That being the case, | do not see the sky having fallen in othat they quite rightly feel at the loss of services and employ-
any of those states; life is not more difficult. But, as we sawment opportunities in their local regions.
in the last parliament, even when the Liberal Party had a 37- In the last few minutes that | have, going back to the
10 majority in this chamber, because it lacked a majority invictorian election, what was very good about it was the
the upper house it still had to negotiate its way through witHesson it taught political apparatchiks, professional politi-
respect to legislation. Certainly, it could not be defeatectians, polisters and the like, except for Newspoll, who all
through a no confidence motion, but its legislation had to béorecast another landslide win for Mr Kennett. He was
steered through a potentially hostile upper house. Again, iMr Popularity, seen as strong and decisive, although arrogant,
asense, itis almost like being in minority government statusut someone who got things done. He may have been high-
when one looks at it over two chambers. Therefore, | thinkhanded and secretive on a number of issues, such as the
that the day is coming fast upon us when not only will theAuditor-General, the ambulance service and Crown Casino,
Legislative Council be abolished but in fact the means bybut in all those the professional view was that the public
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would wear it because of his other so-called assets, and thahatever seems to be convenient between a bunch of cronies
the Victorian public was concentrating on the football finals.who reckon they can pull it off on the day whenever the vote
Well, they were all wrong—as was |, and | join that throng—needs to be taken to do so.
just as they were in South Australia in October 1997. Members of society at large, if that society is civilised,
| do not claim to have foreseen accurately the electiomeed to know what it is the various organisations to be found
results in Victoria, although | had some misgivings. | had awithin that civilised society are there to do and what rules
gut feel that something would go wrong with respect tothey will use as the vehicle for conducting their affairs in that
Mr Kennett, but | went along with the rest of the polls andorganisation. So, | commend the member for Ross Smith for
dismissed my gut instincts as simply wishing for the best. Mywhat he is doing. It takes the function of political organisa-
gut instincts were right, as were those of some other peopléions, in particular, but organisations in general, as we go into
However, it seems to me that the electorate in all states dhe next millennium, to a new level of accountability and
Australia, and particularly because this is a state parliamentesponsibility: write down what you are going to do and then
wants at least these basic five tenets followed by a sta@o it, and do it according to the rules that you wrote down;
government. First, the effective provisioning and funding ofin other words, plan the work and then work the plan. | am
basic services, such as health, education and police. Secondijso happy to acknowledge the honesty and frankness with
the generation of jobs to the extent that state governmenthich the member for Price has always dealt with such
resources permit. The voters know that states have limiteohatters throughout the time that | have known him, and that
financial capacity to spend up big on this particular itemgoes way back beyond coming into this place.
They recognise that this is primarily a national government's The remarks that were made by the Governor were not
responsibility, but they do not want a loss of jobs caused byeally the remarks of the Governor's own mind, and | am
state governments going about privatising the people’s assetompelled to draw attention to the fact that | often find some
Thirdly, they want an effective and well-resourced publicamusement, if not dismay, in these kinds of remarks. When
service to provide the public with reasonably quick andthe term ‘into the next millennium’ is used in the context of
efficient service to address each of our needs. That is, thefis current year being the last year of the second millennium,
hate muzak on the telephone whilst waiting to push buttonthere are two observations | want to make. People who say
to go to a service provider who tells them that they have théhat cannot count. There are a thousand years in a millen-
wrong department or section. Particularly in the smaller statesium: there was no day zero, month zero, year zero. Year
like South Australia and the regions, they know that publiczero is a nonsense, and we use the zero on the end of the digit
sector jobs provide the sheet anchor for the community ito indicate the end of a decade or century. Another point |
terms of maintaining a viable community. Fourthly, the make in passing is that next year, whilst everyone thinks it is
government must be open and transparent in its dealings. Tlagleap year, will not have 366 days in it; there will be 365.
voters will not condemn a minister for making a mistake—That has to be so, otherwise we get out of kick with the
only if they try to blame others for it or try to deny their own reality of the calendar and the rate at which the earth rotates
culpability or try to lie about whose responsibility the mistakearound the sun, which determines that.
was. Voters want and must be able to have faith that their We are notin the last year of the second millennium, and
government is at least honest in its actions and intent. Whilgh any case those of us who are Christian or who accept the
there may be arguments as to the policy line that is adopte@alvinist calendar need to remember that it is grossly
by the government, the voters have the right not to be lied todffensive to parade that in front of people of other religious
Lastly, the electorate knows that state governments havgeliefs who begin their counting of time at some other point
scarce resources, and recognises that there are limits asifiohistory than the presumed birth date of Christ—and |
how generous governments can be to different causes, buticknowledge the remarks which were made recently to the
wants its governments to be able to act compassionately, &hamber by the member for Spence on that matter. It would
the extent possible, to assist those in need. Any governmetiterefore be helpful if people knew the difference between
that can fulfil these five basic tests will enjoy longevity in the beginning and the end of a millennium.
government and the enduring respect of the electorate years | am reminded, seeing the Minister for Correctional
after those governments have ceased being in office. Unfort$services sitting at the bench, of the difference between the
nately, | fear that this government is failing on all five basicministry and the cabinet. | saw a press release at the time the
tests. cabinet was reduced in size to 10 and the ministry expanded
in size to 15 when the Premier was quoted as having said—
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): May | first of all say thatitis and | am sure he did not say this—that he ‘welcomed
quite a novel pleasure to follow the member for Ross SmithMr Brokenshire to the cabinet’. In fact, that is not so. The
given the level of commitment that he has made in recemministry and the cabinet are not one and the same. Whilst |
times to the pursuit of organisational goals within thedo notreflect on the competence of the member for Mawson
organisation to which he owed his original arrival in thisto be a member of cabinet—that is not my point at all—my
place, the Australian Labor Party. There is no question aboytoint is quite simply that at this point the member for
the fact that, whilst | do not reflect on or question his motivesMawson has not been sworn in as a member of cabinet: he
for so doing, he is nonetheless proving not only to the Labohas been sworn in to the ministry. | will have something
Party in South Australia but to the Labor Party nationally andfurther to say about how it is a matter of convenience, and
more importantly, to all other political organisations (indeedhow it is seen to be irrelevant to pay attention to those details.
organisations of any kind—and we on this side of thelf one is sloppy and ignorant of those details, one will be
chamber would do well to take note of this point) that, if theysloppy and ignorant in the way in which one deals with
exist according to a set of rules in the way in which theymatters of constitutional import. | will come to that again
function, then they ought to observe those rules, called Eter.
constitution, and stick to them, and not wander off into the Other matters in the speech with which the Governor
wilderness and make it up as they go along according topened the parliament and upon which | wish to make some
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remark are those which drew attention to some quite remarlapplied in the analysis of the benefits that will flow from it.
able achievements in the South Australian economy durintn the time that we have been in office here, | can see
the past year. The Governor said: instances in which we have decided, after looking at some

In the building industry, housing starts increased by 5 per cenghickens guts or something of that order, as to what we will
in the last year—the highest in four years—whereas they feldo rather than using appropriate rigour to make those
6 per cent nationally. judgments. We do not do a careful enough analysis of the
That is quite incredible; quite an achievement for thebenefits compared with the costs. In consequence, we are
government. The support for the Riverland has maintainetringing ourselves, whether | would say so or not, into some
an economic growth in the Riverland of 30 per cent petbad odour with the wider community who can see the folly
annum for the past four years. | pay a tribute to not only theof some of those decisions.

current member for Chaffey for the diligence and determina- On the other hand, though, | am pleased to note that the

tion Witfh_thiiCh sdhe pﬁjrsues h?r work t|)<ut TSA(\) kéer pr$de::he jovernment has a program to have rural arterial roads sealed
Sor’ka'thntet:] d@g BC? _(taague oﬁmllne,b en r(;_trew orb €py 2004, saying that that is a part of tourism infrastructure.
work that he did. But, it came oif a low base and It was a basg, y, )| belly-aching about the fact that it is a long way off

that was either deliberately or out of ignorance—l do o, g4 the only remaining unsealed section of the Murray
knowvv_h|ch—dr|ven down by Labor Party policies in SouthVa”(_:‘y highway, if | can call it that, from Walkers Flat
Australia as well as federally. . through to Bowhill. Nowhere between Khancoban country
Sind the mouth is the road unsealed except there, and we

visiting upon our regions when it pursued those policies— 5 n4t seem to focus our minds on it and get it fixed. It is

when Keating was Treasurer and Hawke was Prime Minister,

c 8 . L bout time we did. It is about time we gave it some fair
and then Keating himself became Prime Minister ant£ g

tinued to d bsolutely silly thi that lted | riority. Just because | am polite about it does not mean that
continued to do some absolutely Siily things that reSulted Iy ye5 not matter. It does matter. It matters probably more
depression for most rural economies. On that point, let m

than some of the other decisions that have been made relatin
say, too, that | am pleased that the current state and comm 9

ith ts h t last Sl th Ay the expenditure of social infrastructure in rural and
wealth governments have at last—especially tn€ COMMON,qinn South Australia to do that and some of the other

. e
wealth government—agreed to the recommendations of the; ; : e :

. ; ings such as getting appropriate quantities of power into the
Mut(ra)f[-hgallee Task Force, the formation of which I yajiee area to enable the industries that value add on the
instigated. horticultural production that is now being established on the

dlndee_d, thetvvfhole questuin cif the examllnatlon of tth roundwater there to be undertaken locally. Without that
adverse impact of government policies on rural communitiess e "thev cannot be: it is not efficient.

and their ability to remain viable was something to which | _ _
drew attention when it was not sexy to do so back in the early S0, | commend the government and draw attention to His
1980s and demonstrated that no rigour was being used—\{flxce”9”03/’S remark that ‘my government asserts that this
will put it as bluntly as that—by bureaucrats and politicians@lso means continuing to support and nurture our more
making those decisions. They were butchering rural anéfaditional state economic resources such as agriculture and
regional Australia with high interest rates and other things ofmanufacturing as they manage to change so that they
that nature to address problems which had nothing to do witRontinue to compete successfully in global export markets’.
them. They did not bother to provide compensation or td want to draw attention in a moment to what I have always
provide the means by which an amelioration of the adversgaintained as being an essential part of policy in that
consequences could be obtained. direction, that is, getting our export related production into
The Murray-Mallee Task Force, having succeeded in itgear, and the advocacy which | made some 10 years for the
work, has appointed a facilitator to ensure that we get thestablishment of a council which looked after and encouraged
right things done to secure the viability of communitiesthe development of trade between South Australia and those

throughout the Murraylands-Mallee region, and | commendlaces from which our migrants have come in recent times,
Sally Pederick for successfully being appointed to the role ofvhether in Asia, Europe, North America or South America,
facilitator. She comes with a very impressive pedigreeAfrlca or anyWhere else. Of course, It has resulted in the
having worked in land care and the like, helping communitied-iberal Party’s adopting a policy of not only having and
to deve|0p local action p|ans for revegetation, soil ConservaOfﬁce of Multicultural and International Affairs but alSO, and
tion and other practices that result in sustainable farmingnore importantly, having another organisation, now properly
becoming very much a part of what the Mallee is doing. Shd0sitioned within Department of Industry and Trade, called
now moves into ensuring that not only will the technology ofthe Council for International Trade and Commerce of South
agricultural practice be sustainable but also so that the othéustralia, of which | am a member, elected in that role as a
elements of a successful society in that part of the state winember of that councilin my own right, not as a member of
be proper|y put in p|ace’ in a conscious and deliberate Waégsrllament. The work it does to Support the COUntry’S SpECIfIC
so that the social and essential infrastructure is put in placeusiness councils and chambers of commerce enables us to
and maintained in the area that | represent. | will work closelypenetrate those markets in each of the countries where they
with her, and | look forward to that. | thank everyone whoexist in a specific way. | move on then and remark on the
applied for the position of facilitator. It will not be an easy following proposal:
job. . A number of legislative amendments will be made to assist the
As we look at His Excellency the Governor’s remarks, Wefurther development of the petroleum, mining and energy
see the point being made that securing Tasting Australiandustries—
Tour Down Under and things of that nature meant that Sout|
Australia got itself favourable publicity. We ought not to get
hooked on the expenditure of millions of dollars from theand a provision will be made under the Petroleum Act to allow for
public purse on projectitis, where sufficient rigour is notdevelopment of geothermal energy in the future.

h
and | say to that ‘Hear, hearl'—
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I do not know that it has to be just the Petroleum Act; it couldto deliver the budget speech. One day there will be a cock up
be an act that stands alone. There are hot rocks elsewheveer that. The Treasurer will not be subject to the discipline
underground in South Australia not only in the Cooper Basinof the Speaker: he cannot be, because he is not a member of
They are there, of course, because of the proximity tahis chamber. If the Treasurer becomes involved in an
radioactive bodies close to the surface, relatively speakingltercation during debate in this chamber, there is no standing
of the earth’s crust which generate that heat and make it sarder to deal with that. | think that is destructive of the idea
readily available and cheap. We need to look at that and ugbat there needs to be a bicameral parliament and that we
it carefully as a source of sustainable energy in the longemeed to have a chamber of review.
term. More heat is trapped in the centre of the earth than the Any reforms of the parliamentary system that we make
species of homo sapiens will ever be able to exhaust beforught to more clearly define the roles of the houses to do the
it, in turn, probably disappears from the surface of this planethings that must be done. The upper house ought to do more
earth. of the review of government projects and expenditure and so
| am also pleased to note that early in the piece we haven, and the Assembly ought to be a house of governmentin
introduced a bill to resolve the outstanding issues relating tavhich the committee structure is more about policy than
the Hindmarsh Island bridge. If ever there was a case adbout the review of the activities of government and keeping
political deceit pursued by a bunch of people who wanted téhe government accountable.
stop something from being done that was it. Hindmarsh | am distressed by that. | am also compelled to observe
Island bridge and women’s business, as | have said beforthat, if this proposition to turn Australia into a republic and
was nonsense. It was cooked up as a means of trying tter the constitution to facilitate that becomes a reality, there
prevent the bridge from being built and there are, if you likewill be a further blurring of the separation of powers in an
third parties in that whole arrangement who muddied therrangement within the structure of government. It is really
waters, can | say in rhetorical terms, for their own interestslike a political Chernobyl. If the referendum question passes
They used the Aboriginal people and got them to develop this the affirmative, honourable members and members of the
view that there was some secret women'’s business when thgeneral public who advocate the establishment of a republic
was piffle. do not realise the meltdown that will result.

It distressed me to see it happening and to be unable to As the proposal stands, the legislation that will be passed
prevent it from continuing to happen to the point now whereto amend the constitution should the yes vote prevail will
still alarge number of young Aboriginal people, particularly allow the prime minister to sack the president. The president
young women, believe that there is some significant beliefwill have no recourse whatsoever, and his or her reputation
What nonsense! What a terrible tragedy it was to invenwill be impugned forever. They will never be reinstated even
religious beliefs of that kind and have them incorporated, a# the prime minister got it wrong.
it were, into the notion of folklore as though they were The next and most important point is that the president
something about which there ought to be strong feelings thatill not have to be replaced by the most senior candidate.
have been inherited for thousands of years. Piffle! They will come along in order, of course, with the most

I could go through His Excellency the Governor’s speechsenior governor from the states. The states may choose to
and perhaps | will do so on one other point alone, that is, thabolish the office of governor and, according to the way in
area of growing concern about the equity of propertywhich most states’ constitutions are written, then there is the
valuations, particularly in the peri-urban areas, and théiead of government. So, there will be a prime minister and
consequent effects of such valuations on state and local premier, and the prime minister can simply sack the
government charges and levies. This has been a great concgmnesident and then point to each of the senior premiers or
of mine for a long time, because where land that was oncsenior governors around the state and say, ‘You're sacked,
zoned, and properly zoned, say, for broad acre agriculture iou’re sacked’ until he gets the premier or the governor
then valued by some city valuer for its industrial or residenwhom he wants to be in the job for three months.
tial purposes that are indeed not countenanced in the zoning He would be able to do what Khemlani was willing to do
that has been ascribed to it, it is iniquitous. It is wrong, andor Jim Cairns and Francis Xavier Connor. However mis-
it is unfair to the owner. Just because land immediatelyxhievous, deceitful or well intentioned they may have been
adjacent to it, which has been zoned for more intensivén 1975, what they proposed to do was in breach of the
development for residential purposes or for industrialconstitution and the law. You cannot govern without the rule
purposes, has changed hands for a higher price than woudd law, without the passage of legislation through parliament.
have been the case for, say, broad acre farming, it does n@ét, that is what those men proposed to do.
mean that the land zoned for broad acre farming ought to be In the future, if this republic question gets up, within three
then valued and the rates and taxes and other charges shoualdnths the prime minister will be able to wreak havoc on this
be levied on it at that higher valuation. country and its constitutional functions and conventions

It is not for the purpose of manufacturing industrial because, not only will the prime minister be able to sack the
development of any kind or residential development. It is fopresident and as many of the other people in line in seniority
the purpose of broad acre farming. So, it ought to be valuedntil they get to the one they want, they will then be able to
at its highest value, given its location and other considerehange by decree the reporting relationships of the armed
ations, wherever it may be, for that purpose and not som#rces and the roles and functions of the courts during that
other. | look forward to seeing that legislation, because period of three months and parliament will not need to sit.
know that it will address this inequity which | have long felt ~ You only have to look at what has happened in Pakistan
we have ignored. The Labor Party could not address it duringp see what | am talking about. | have seen that kind of thing
its time in office, but now | see that we will. It is high time. happen elsewhere. If it works well now and it is not broken,

I am worried about the direction in which our state do not fix it, or if you intend to fix it make sure that you think
parliaments seem to be going, particularly this parliamenthrough the consequences. That is my piece of advice for
with the practice of the Treasurer coming into this chambethose people who are thinking more in terms of fashion and
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fad than fact. They are not thinking carefully and differentiat-appropriate to their business interests. You see, it was the
ing between feelings and facts on this issue. | have venAsia Pacific—
strong feelings about this issue. It is part of the Liberal Mr Koutsantonis: Are they republics?
Party’s constitution. Under clause 3 those of us who are Mr LEWIS: Some of them are; some of them, such as
elected to this parliament are required to swear that we willhailand, Malaysia and Japan, are monarchies. | have no
uphold our party’s constitution. That says that we see thédifficulty with that at all. That was not part of the agenda.
Crown of Australia—not the crown of any other country—asWhat we were trying to do at the SENTEC Centre in Seoul
sovereign, distinct and separate from the head of governmentas discuss ways in which we could reduce tension through
The head of state is not the head of government. We saducing barriers to trade among places such as Kazakhstan
we believe in bicameral parliaments, yet | hear my colleagueand Australia or wherever—it does not matter—and to allow
talking openly about exactly the opposite. That is in ourthose people to pull themselves up by their bootstraps, sell
constitution and we swore when we sought endorsement itmeir products on a wider market in competition with
the first place and every occasion since that we would upholdverybody else, and get the prosperity that comes from so
that constitution and the objectives stated in it. It distressedoing. Then they do not need aid packages. They do not need
me that we are not living by our own rules in that respect. Ito feel as though they are living on charity from some other
seems to me that we have a ‘corporate box’ mentality; airection.
bunch of cronies sit around and talk to each other while they | am pleased to have been given the honour and responsi-
have a few chardonnays and a couple of cheeses. If thayjlity of leading that delegation and | report to the House that
believe they can pull it off, they do it. They forget about thel believe it to be an outstanding success. Itis a pity that more

effects on the average Joe. firms did not go: for such low cost they could have achieved
Mr Koutsantonis: What’s wrong with chardonnay? I've  so much. | commend the Premier for also attending at the
seen you drink it! same time and for concluding the arrangement of a commer-

Mr LEWIS: |don't mind admitting the fact that lwonthe cial nature as well as cultural, and so on, between
Rudy Buring Memorial Prize for Sensory Appelation whenChungchong-Namdo (that is Chungchong Province in Korea)
| graduated from Roseworthy. Those people who take thand South Australia. | would like to pursue that some other
occasion to live off the fat of the land and to make decisionsime in some greater detail.
in that kind of atmosphere and ignore the vast majority of the  Suffice to say now, though, that | would like to acknow-
population and their interests in the outcomes of sucledge the enormous amount of work that has been done by
decisions are kidding themselves; they are out of touch. Jusivo of my late constituents, Allen William Brian and Paul
because itis seen to be fashionable elsewhere does not madgrman Proeve.
it is necessarily better to go down this road of a republicin  Time expired.

Australia. We would be dunces to vote yes to that.

| do not want to make reflections unduly, but | am  Mr SNELLING (Playford): His Excellency’s speech has
compelled to say that | believe that a good part of the yes cased me to consider the valuable role that he plays in the
comes from those inverted snobs, most of whom are of Irislksonstitutional life of South Australia and to reflect on the
extraction and who want revenge, and nothing else. Thdarger constitutional questions that are to be put before the
distresses me. Australian people in November. A civilised society derives

Mr Koutsantonis: That's outrageous! its moral authority from beyond the exclusively temporal.

Mr LEWIS: No, it's a fact; you go and talk to them. Western civilisation is indebted to christianity for much that
Where does Keating come from on this question? He has nét distinctive and central to its achievements from rejecting

made one reasoned argument. the practice of slavery to political pluralism and a concern for
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: social justice and human rights. This century has been littered
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Such): Order! The with attempts to create the purely secular state.

member for Peake will refrain from interjecting. The absence of the restraining influence of christianity on

Mr LEWIS: Many of us travel overseas, and | am one ofthe state has been catastrophic in many of these experiments.
those people. | noticed a media release put out by the NAt the extreme end, the millions who have been slaughtered
Pokies Independent member in the other place ‘Time fom Stalin’s purges and Hitler’s final solution are a testament
MPs’ travel to be caught by the web’—I think he meansto the need for restraint. A state that sources its authority in
published on the web. | do not have a problem with that at allGod succumbs less easily to the hubris of state power. Hence,
I have always believed that whatever we do we ought to béam attracted to the argument that the Crown is a symbol of
accountable for when we spend that money, and there issomething greater than itself and a reminder of the ultimate
great deal of benefit to be derived from MPs seeing what goesource of all authority. But better a pious republic than a
on elsewhere in the world and knowing what can be done t&odless monarchy.
improve things here and what ought not to be done to make | am also mindful of my party’s support for a republic.
them worse. However, | make the point that this does not commit me or

| have no problem whatever with the public knowing anyone else in the party to blind support for the model on
where | have been and what | have done. For instance, | hawdfer. An uncritical republican stance is no contribution at all
recently been to Korea. | have led a trade delegation ther® the evolution of the republic we need to have. When
which was very successful. All nine companies that particiRobert Manne blithely dismissed the public’s concern with
pated in that trade delegation got business connections the detail of the model as ‘a second order issue’, Michael
many countries. The least number of countries was four anBuffy was right to rebuke him for being both frivolous and
the most number of countries in which any one of thosecontemptuous of legitimate public disquiet in the worst
companies made connections of substance was 11. There weaditions of our local elites. The republican movement must
not just one connection but several from which they caraccept a good deal of the blame for the fact that the debate on
negotiate and develop substantial trading relationshipghe model has been so impoverished.



Tuesday 19 October 1999 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 149

Those critics who point out that the official yes case Mr MEIER: Mr Acting Speaker, | draw your attention
literature has five blank pages where there should have beémthe state of the House.
arguments clearly have a point. If, as | expect, thereis a ‘No’ A quorum having been formed
vote in South Australia and insufficient support nationally,
the ARM should reflect on its own failures to persuade Mr De LAINE (Price): | support the motion for the
people of a case that clear majorities were willing to supportadoption of the Address in Reply as moved by the member
Significant changes to our constitution are quite rightlyfor Hartley. Again the government’s opening speech was
difficult to bring about. They oblige political parties and delivered by His Excellency the Governor, Sir Eric Neal, and
broader movements for social change to bring the people withwish to pay tribute to Sir Eric and Lady Neal for the
them. As long as a significant proportion of the populationongoing wonderful job that this ceremonial couple, leaders
feels wary of proposed constitutional change, referenda a@f our state, do in their everyday job as Governor and
bound to fail. Governess of the state. | have attended many official

| am surprised that the republican movement allowed Padknctions around the state with Sir Eric where he has been an
Keating to set the republican timetable. It is wishful thinking Official guest and have always been most impressed by his
to believe that a referendum to allow an Australian republig®rofessionalism, his friendly disposition, his understanding
before 2001 will be successful. Gratefully rememberingf issues and his keen interest in all aspects of life and the
Britain’s role in the defence of Australia during the Seconddevelopment of our great state. | look forward to continuing
World War, and deeply attached to the present Monarch, tot® meet with Sir Eric and Lady Neal at future engagements
many Australians find the notion offensive. Notwithstandingaround the state.
his brilliance, Paul Keating only intensified those reactions In his opening speech, His Excellency referred to the
when he started to give us unreliable history lessons and #@assing of two former members of this Parliament, the Hon.
question the patriotism of anyone who disagreed with himPon Dunstan, a former Premier of this state and member for

As Bob Hawke pointed out, the most natural time for changéorwood and a great South Australian, and also the former
would be at the end of the present reign. member for Goyder, Keith Russack. These two gentlemen

If his argument had been accepted so would the chan ere greatly respected in this Parliament and their passing is

itself and there would have been plenty of time to sort out th ery much mourned.
fine print. Instead we have a model which a great many
distinguished legal minds say is unworkable. | am not a

lawyer, but | know enough about the nuts and bolts of Mr De LAINE: In His Excellency the Governor’s speech,

&s prepared by the government, there was no mention of

theory of competi_ng mandates applies to di“?Ct electio_n, Health, and that is no wonder because the state’s health
the ARM argues, it must also be a problem with a pre&der% '

who eniovs th it not onlv of a tokenist int ystem is in crisis. | have never seen it as bad as it is at
Nj0ys the support not only of a tokenistic appointmenty o senyt - over the last six years we have seen nothing but
committee but a two thirds majority of a joint sitting of the

federal parliament funding cuts to hospitals and bungled attempts to prj\{atise
: ) o . parts of our health system. On top of that, an additional

If the former Chief Justice of Australia, Sir Harry Gibbs, $36 million has been cut from hospitals this financial year.
says there is likely to be a Mexican stand-off in the event of |, my own area, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has seen
a dismissal, the ARM should do more than dismiss hisyard and bed closures and a whole range of cuts to services.
arguments with a sneer. Reassurance without substance is Agfere is a proposal to drastically cut maternity and obstetric
very reassuring. Time does not permit a rehearsal of all thgaryices at this once great hospital. That proposal is outra-
potential problems, but | will briefly list them. Instant gequs because it will deprive western suburbs’ women of
dismissability of the president undermines the checks angqcess to those services.
balances to executive power. I cannot see any sense inhaving |  nderstand that a government review of maternity and
more than one deputy president, each able to assume the fglhsietric services in the metropolitan area has recommended
powers of the president. that only three hospitals should provide such services: the

The notionally secret deliberations of the appointmentvomen’s and Children’s Hospital at North Adelaide,
committee would also inevitably become public, as Richardviodbury Hospital and Flinders Medical Centre. The so-
McGarvie has pointed out, and would deter the most suitablealled experts who conducted this review say that the Queen
people from allowing their name to be put forward. None ofElizabeth Hospital will not require specialist maternity and
these problems can plausibly be dismissed as frivolous, n@bstetric services. That assessment seems completely to
can the inevitable changes involving the High Court indisregard the demographics of the western suburbs, given the
constitutional crises. The non-justiciability clause was ararea’s high unemployment and a high percentage of families
afterthought, so badly drafted as to be an open invitation tevithout their own private transport. It will severely disadvan-
the court to decide to which particular parts of the Constitutage the families and women, in particular, of the western
tion it actually applies. suburbs of Adelaide.

Thoughtful republicans as well as monarchists are worried Another major factor to be considered is that, over many
about these time bombs. Most of us have children and waryears, the QEH has developed a wonderful system of support
them to grow up in a politically stable climate such as wefor women of non-English speaking background so that they
ourselves have enjoyed. On this occasion | shall be votingan have their babies in a friendly environment, being cared
‘No’ because | cannot in all conscience do otherwise. Myfor by staff and volunteers who understand their culture and
problems are with the model on offer rather than republicanneeds. This vital aspect will be lost if these proposed changes
ism generally, and | am not alone in my concerns. To the 3@re effected.
per cent of Labor voters who share them, | can only say that | believe that five hospitals are required to provide
they should feel free to follow their conscience. maternity and obstetric services for the Adelaide metropolitan

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
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area, namely, the Women’s and Children’s and Modbunbecause without the motor vehicle industry the state’s
hospitals, to look after the central suburbs; Flinders Medicatconomy would virtually collapse.
Centre to look after the southern suburbs; Lyell McEwin | would like to say a few words about the Mount Barker
Hospital to look after the north; and QEH to look after thefreeway upgrade, which is a wonderful and massive project,
west. | cannot see how those services can be provided at onlghich will cost $138 million. It is a lot of money to cut
three hospitals. Anything less than that would put at riskorobably five minutes off the journey between Crafers and
many mothers and their babies. Glen Osmond. | suggest that this money would be much
Another facility that is at risk because of funding cuts andbetter spent on our health system: it would fix up the health
rationalisation is the world class renal unit at the QEH. As arsystem and probably fix up our education system as well. As
example, | will quote an incident that occurred some years$said, it would save possibly five minutes in travel between
ago when a Labor government was in office. An acquaintanc€rafers and Glen Osmond, so it seems a lot of money in that
of mine, a German chap, had some fairly severe kidneyespect. Nevertheless, it is a good project.
problems, so he took some long service leave and decided to The only other problem | see with this project is that, once
go to what he understood to be the best renal facility in thét is finished, unless Cross Road, Glen Osmond Road and
world, which was in Florence, Italy. He went to the hospitalPortrush Road are substantially widened to disperse the
in Italy and the specialist who saw him asked him where héraffic quickly, it will create a bottleneck at the main intersec-
lived. When he said that he lived in Australia, the specialistion at Glen Osmond. Traffic will travel more quickly from
asked, ‘Whereabouts?’ My friend said, ‘South Australia.’ Crafers down to Glen Osmond but it will be held up at this
When asked, ‘Whereabouts in South Australia?’, my friendnajor intersection. | hope that that is not the case, but | think
replied, ‘Adelaide.’ The specialist asked him, ‘Why on earthit will be. Apart from whether or not the freeway project
didn’t you go to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, because it ishould have been undertaken, | wish to focus on the way in
regarded as one of the best renal units in the world?’ That ighich the massive project is being undertaken and managed.
a sobering reminder that this hospital has been a gre&thave occasion to use the Mount Barker freeway fairly
hospital over many years and has had a world class renal unitequently these days, so | have observed at close hand the
I understand that that is at risk, given cuts to the healtlprogress of these roadworks.
system in this state. | pay tribute to the contractors for their professionalism
Another area about which there was virtually no mentiorand thoroughness in performing the work and particularly for
in His Excellency the Governor’s speech was manufacturinghe way that they have managed and continue to manage the
industry. There was specific mention in his speech of miningtraffic during the construction stages. An enormous amount
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, the building industry (includ-of work is involved in the project. | must say that an enor-
ing housing) and the food industry. While these industries arenous volume of traffic uses that freeway every day, both in
extremely important to our state’s economy, the days are longeak periods during the morning and evening and at all other
gone when the state relied almost entirely on agriculture antimes. Not only have the contractors and the project managers
mining. Manufacturing industry has taken over as a majohandled the project extremely well—and continue to do so—
contributor to our economy, certainly over the last 30 or 4(but the traffic management is something to behold. | pay
years. tribute to the managers for the way they have diverted traffic
Of major importance in the area of manufacturing industryat different stages of the construction so as to minimise
is, of course, our motor vehicle industry, which is absolutelydelays when building new roads, new spur roads and so forth.
vital to our state’s economic health. The question of tariffsEven when they were blasting the major outfalls of rock there
is crucial to this industry. The stupid and senseless policy ofvere very few delays in this regard.
the federal government to reduce tariffs further will place Earlier this year | was very pleased to be invited by the
enormous pressure on our motor vehicle industry. | believinister for Transport to undertake a tour of this road work
that tariffs are too low even now, and to further reduce thenand tunnel construction. | was extremely impressed by what
would, | believe, be suicidal. It would probably make sensd saw. Listening to the engineers and hearing the problems
if other countries were lowering tariffs at the same rate ashat they had and have overcome, | was extremely impressed.
Australia, but they are not. In terms of the constructed roads, the drainage, the bridges
Generally, other countries are maintaining their high tariffand the tunnels, they have used quite a few examples of world
levels, especially in relation to motor vehicle production, andirst technologies to great effect, and | commend them for
some countries are raising them to very high levels—som#hat. Stormwater management was a major issue. People do
up to 200 and 250 per cent. | think that charity begins at homaot realise that stormwater has to be managed, especially
and we should protect our own industries and the jobs ofluring the winter months when we get heavy rains. Apart
South Australian workers. The capital investment that irom this winter, when there were some problems that held
required in the motor vehicle industry to set up plants to buildup work for a couple of months, generally they have been
automobiles and the enormous investment on top of that table to manage the stormwater extremely well by diverting
develop and produce new models is such that, unless collecting itin ponds and then dispersing it. That has really
investors can be sure of receiving returns, they will not invesbeen a great feature of the project.
in the industry in this country. Tariff protection is absolutely =~ The batters, the parts where they cut down into the
essential to protect that investment and to keep everything drillsides to form the roads at the bottom, have been kept at
track in that regard. a very steep angle, mainly because the terrain, the rock and
The other problem that we have in this country in additionso forth is fairly stable. But they have done this to conserve
to that relating to investment is the volume of scale of motoias much native vegetation as possible, something for which
vehicle building. We do not have the population or the market applaud them. Another interesting fact is that no foreign soil
to spend the extra billions of dollars needed to produce ther rock has been brought into the area from any other parts
vehicles cheaper than we do. This is reflected also in the facf the state. The millions of tonnes of rock and earth that they
that we need to keep tariffs up to protect this vital industryhave blasted out of the hills to form the batters, to make room
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for the freeway and the tunnels, have been used to build upvolving one of these, and | believe that the roads are not
other areas, to make the roads and so forth. What they hadesigned to take them. The corners do not provide sufficient
taken out has gone back. It has been a marvellous project mom for them to turn properly. They have to move out at
that regard. It has been very well handled and managed.léast into one extra lane to turn either right or left. | know for
believe that of the millions of tonnes that have been movea fact that many of the drivers of these vehicles are very
around in that project they will be over by only about 30 000frightened. They feel that they are putting lives in danger and
tonnes, and that material is being used to remediate an ottiey are very unhappy about bringing these big vehicles into
quarry near Crafers which has been there for many years aride city, but not to do so would cost them their job.

which has been somewhat of an eyesore. A marshalling yard was set up at Lochiel prior to 1994

The twin tunnels have been punched through using worldwhere these road trains and B-doubles staged down to leave
class technology. They look excellent to me. The twin tunnel®ne trailer there and continue their journey into the metropoli-
have connecting tunnels every short distance so that if thetan area. That procedure was done away with by this
is an accident, a fire or whatever in one of the tunnels peoplgovernment late last year. It allows them to come into the
can escape through these connecting tunnels and get outrt@tropolitan area. One person has spent a lot of money in
fresh air. Also, there are double backup air conditioningsetting up a marshalling yard near Two Wells. It is open
systems in the tunnels. The state-of-the-art lighting in th4 hours a day, specifically to unhitch these trailers from
tunnels enables motorists to enter the tunnels from darknesisese big vehicles, but the minister has allowed them to come
or bright sunlight outside and not be dazzled or blinded. Itisnto the metropolitan area on designated routes, Grand
just a gradual change from one light to another, and it is dunction Road being one of them, but with no policing of
very good innovation. them. | have examples of these big vehicles going off their

Hopefully, the firefighting equipment and its backup as adesignated routes and not being pinged because there is no
precaution against any disasters or accidents that may happeolicing of them. | think that they are far too big.
in the tunnels will not be needed. | was impressed also with As far as the Adelaide Hills are concerned, another
the extremely small amount of damage caused to the almoptoblem | have noticed is that an enormous number of these
pristine environment in that area. One does not realise hobig B-doubles seem to leave Adelaide at peak periods, when
pristine and untouched the area is until you get off the maimrommuters are trying to get home from work of a night, and
road and into the area where the work is being carried out ancbme in with peak traffic of a morning. The minister should
see the countryside and rock formations, trees and nativeave a look at this and do what most other states do, that is,
vegetation that have been there for probably thousands @it restrictions on big vehicles using these roads at peak
years. The project managers and contractors have been vegrgriods. In some states these semi-trailers and road trains are
careful to preserve and not disturb this almost pristinenot allowed on certain stretches of road between certain
environment, so full marks to them for that. hours, which cover those peak periods in the morning and late

I had occasion to meet with some parliamentary colafternoon/early evening. It is imperative that the minister do
leagues from the New South Wales Parliament earlier thithis to avoid any possible accidents. Sometimes on Mount
year, and they were also taken on a tour of this project. TheBarker Road you will find one road train trying to pass
could not believe the magnitude of the project which wasanother. Because of their load and because of the gradients,
being carried out at a cost of $138 million, when comparedhey might take the best part of a kilometre or two to pass,
with a project near Sydney which cost $60 million. In and it holds up the traffic enormously.
comparison with the Mount Barker project, they said itwas Another area that | would like to mention is a pet hate of
more or less a road widening and major redesign of whatine, that is, speed cameras. | believe that they have a place
amounted to a fairly large traffic intersection. | believein our society: they are certainly a deterrent for people who
generally that the government does most things better thaspeed, and that is a very important factor in road safety; but
the private sector, especially large projects, but | have to sayere has been a lot of criticism. Speed cameras are not being
that this is one outstanding example of where the privateised purely for road safety but for revenue raising purposes.
sector is really doing a good job, and it is doing it very well | believe that to be the case because of the locations in which
in every aspect, so | applaud them for that. they are placed.

Still referring to transport, | have had some concern for There was a South Australian police code to the effect that
some years about the size and number of road trains on othrey were not to be used in downhill spots; they were not to
roads. Late last year the government allowed for A-doublebe hidden; and they were to be used in downhill spots only
to come onto our roads in addition to the B-doubles that havié those were regarded as black spots because of previous
been around for sometime. | believe that the A-doublesaccidents. That code has not been adhered to. Those guide-
which are 11 metres longer than the B-doubles, are verlnes and that policy appear to have been thrown out of the
dangerous. In fact, | think the B-doubles are almost equallyindow. These speed cameras are placed in all sorts of spots:
as dangerous. They are far too big for our roads. Even then Cross Road and on the Mount Barker Road, for example,
semitrailers have become far too large. | suppose we have tchave taken particular note of where speed cameras are
contend with the semitrailers, but an enormous amount of Bplaced, and they are placed at the one or two spots that are a
doubles come through the Adelaide Hills and no doubt thidittle bit steeper than others, so that any motorist who just
Mount Barker freeway project will make life a lot easier for happens to let the car run on without applying the brakes gets
those drivers. However, they are still too big and cumberpinged. And that is pretty unfair.
some. They are catching a lot of law-abiding citizens who do not

Many of these vehicles have rolled over in recent timeshoon around the place but are responsible drivers and,
and | guess the new project will eliminate many of thosebecause they are watching traffic conditions and watching
problems, but they are still too big. They need too much roomvhat they are doing, they are not actually watching the
to turn, and they cause accidents. There was an accident (osgeedo. The speedo creeps up to about 70 and they get
of many) on Grand Junction Road recently in my electorat@inged, and it is pretty unfair. They are also used on long
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stretches of road where almost any speed would be quite safe Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | recognise and commend the
but, once again, they catch people because it is safe to spewdrk of the Governor of South Australia, Sir Eric Neal, and
there. Again, itis revenue raising. They also catch people ohis wife, Lady Neal. | know they play an important and
the freeway where, at this stage, there are only two lanes eaghluable role in all aspects of the South Australian
way. Where there is a big road transport, it is too dangerougsommunity. | also acknowledge that the speech that Sir Eric
because of the concrete barriers on each side, to not excepbsented a few weeks ago was, of course, the speech
the speed limit and just be travelling at perhaps one or twpresented to him by the government. | must say that | found
kilometres an hour faster than the road transport. It takes su¢he speech itself to be very disappointing—a thin speech
along time to pass these vehicles that there is a danger th&cking in detail and substance and lacking in credibility in
if the road transport goes a bit off the track, it will crush a carterms of a solid future for South Australia.

against the concrete barriers. Therefore, | and a lot of other | want to concentrate on some of the themes that flowed
people, if we decide to pass a road train, do so as quickly a&rough that speech that | found particularly galling, and |
we can by accelerating and getting past quickly. Many timesvill demonstrate that the government is far away from what
people just happen to do that in an area where there is a speieds saying it is doing. On a number of occasions over the
camera, and they get pinged. past few years | have mentioned my concern that the

| believe that this is very unjust. Those drivers aredovernment appeared to have tunnel vision and was doctri-

exercising commonsense and trying to overcome or to foresdii'€ In its approach to governing, that it thought it was more
a potential problem by getting past as quickly as possible pfPortant to reduce debt than to look at our society and our

ey getcaught by he speed cameras s veryunar A nei LY 1.8 TRt i b fose ol o
policy needs to be put in place: use speed cameras by F P :

means to ping drivers who are irresponsible but not, i ose criticisms over the past few years on a number of

possible, to ping law abiding people who are unlucky to beoccasions. | want to quote from the Governor’s speech some

caught in a particular spot. statements that | found quite galling, as follows:

. ) . ... itisimperative that quality of life receives the same level of
In relation to transport, | would like to mention a company priority as economic growth and debt reduction.

in my electorate which has impressed me enormously. | halngther quote referred to ‘achieving a balance’. Further, the
atelephone call from the proprietor of the company Air-Rideg v ernor said:

(SA) Pty L-td which 1S bas_ed at Athol Park n my_electorate. My government’s goal is that our state move forward into the
The proprietor, Mr Dimasi, has done amazing things. He ha; ew century as a far fairer society.

developed the best system in the world for putting roa h K her simil K
transport onto trains. It is a self-contained system. They just0Se remarks and other similar remarks were made, but

run up to a railway line; they run the trucks on; they do not"@Where in the speech was anything said about our hospitals,
go on top of rolling stock; they just roll on with a system about the vast unmet need that exists in disability services,

which operates from a truck (I think a pneumatic system); an8" about add_ressing the lack Qf ;ervices ata community Ie\_/el,
they latch into the trains and they can be put on. They can g&@ny of which have fallen victim to and been cut by this
goods from, say, Brisbane to Perth in a matter of about twgovernment's policies and funding priorities. Just to mention

to 2% days. It keeps heavy road transport off the road. afew, | refer to domiciliary care services, early intervention
services, family support services, attention to child protec-

Mr Joe Dimasi is very entrepreneurial. He has developegon, foster care and foster care services and the plight of
this system which is regarded universally as world-class, angensioners who see their fixed incomes disappearing as the
he is under enormous pressure to sell his patent rights tgontinual switch to services that have to be paid for by the
overseas companies, particularly in America. He could sellser continues at an alarming rate. So, all these things are
it for many millions of dollars and live in happy retirement, happening and have been happening over the past three or
but he chooses not to. He wants to contribute something. H@ur years, and all of a sudden we hear that the government's
is of Italian background but he was born in Adelaide. Hegoal is that we move forward into the new century as a far
loves Adelaide. This is a multi million dollar business which fairer society. | will quote what | see as the mother of all
is in the stage of rapid expansion because he is getting salg8otes of this nature in this speech. On page 2, the Governor
from all over the world. says:

I have invited the Minister for Transport and the Minister FOdfl my %ovgatrnment itﬂ???r?s maintainidnglda tjrl]JSt ;}FPfOtaCha
: ; ; - . regardless of criticism, so that the young and old, the affluent an
Lor Ianulstry t|9 |00kd"ﬁ. this pl)(ror?uc'F. Itis Vr(]aryhlmpr?(sswe, those with special needs, the healthy and those unfortunate enough
eautiful quality, and his workshop is Al. The housekeepingot 1o be so, can all feel that they are listened to, and that their

is very good. The workshop is clean and tidy, and he employpriorities are being, or will be, addressed.

alotof people. He is getting pressure from people who haveyp ¢ 4 joke and what hypocrisy that is, because the govern-

built houses nearby and who say that the noise is over the 10 et says this in the full knowledge of the destruction that
Mr Dimasi is very community minded and responsible. Hey; oo brought in all the areas and more that | have just

has arranged for the EPA to take _readlngs, which were wefentioned. | wonder whether the Premier and his ministers
below the accepted level. | am trying to work through thos&.q 5 the 1999-2000 state government budget submission by
problems with the community, Mr Dimasi and the relevanty,q go,th Australian Council of Social Services (SACOSS),
ministers. Hopefully, the business can expand. Rather thaf} sitjeqd ‘Social justice in the new millennium’. On page 5, it

work two or three shifts he is getting work done in New s ahout low income households—and this may be news
Zealand at great cost to avoid upsetting the neighbours. the Premier and his Ministers—as follows:

wants to continue to expand his business. It is a multi million In 1998, 47 per cent of the South Australian population were in
dollar business for South Australia. | applaud Mr Dimasi forreceipt of some form of government allowance. Over one year

his efforts in this regard rather than sell out to overseagom 1997 to 1998 there was a 9 per cent rise to 53 470 in the
interests and have the business lost to South Australia.  number of people receiving the disability support pension. In the
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years from 1986 to 1996, the number of South Australian householdmentioned, mental health services, early intervention
with incomes below 60 per cent of average weekly earnings rosgervices, domiciliary care, and dental services—and the list
from 25.8 per cent to 41.7 per cent. goes on. They know that the system is not as good as it was—
More than 40 per cent of South Australian households havend they are right: no-one can deny that.
incomes below 60 per cent of average weekly earnings. | For every dollar spent on health by Labor when we were
think the government has a huge amount of listening to ddast in office in South Australia the Olsen government now
Itis just so astounding. It seems as though the governmentépends 78¢. This is just the latest hospital crisis created by
living in a completely different world for it to say that its goal this state Liberal government. Let me remind the House of
is to move forward into a fairer society and then in this verya few of the other crises that have occurred since the election
speech to completely neglect to mention any of the issues that this government in 1993. The headlines say it all. An
I'have just raised. article on 20 September 1995 under the headline ‘Hospitals
Over the break it was clear that the issue on everyone'sash crisis’ states:
lips In the community segmed to be hosplta!s and health South Australia’s hospitals are reeling under savage budget cuts
funding. As the shadow Minister for Health, | will spend the which will lead to further bed closures, reduced services and the loss
rest of my time talking about those issues, because it is quitef hundreds of jobs.

clear not only that the government has systematically cut anfin article on 21 September 1995 under the headline ‘Hospital
decimated the system but also that it has been incrediblyuts may cost lives, say health chiefs’ states:

incompetent in its manageme_n_t of 'ghat _system._ . Lives are at risk because of huge funding cuts to the state’s public
The Leader of the Opposition in his contribution hashgspitals, health authorities have been warned.

spoken about the crisis facing our public hospitals, and h ; S
W%S backed ub by a number ngm c%llea ues%nthis side &0 article on 28 September 1995 under the headline ‘Sur-
p by y 9 eons hit health rationing’ states:

the House. They have all spoken about, and we all kno The state government’s system of funding health services was
abOUt’ people Wa[tlng n cqrrldors for beds, surgery cancella§ ammed yesterday by some of South Australia’s leading surgeons
tions, t?l(?jer:y patients being turned away, budget cuts an confusing, cheating and disguised rationing.
mo‘ﬁeeOIsCe%S;g\)/Zrnment has blamed the Howard goverrén article on 3 November 1997 under the headline ‘Losing
ment and the Howard government has blamed the Olse?la“en_ce in .afull. hospital gtgtes. ] )
government. The federal minister says that it is all South Seriously ill patients are waiting for more than a day in corridors

. . t the state’s busiest emergency department because the hospital’'s
Australia’s fault, and Dean Brown says that cabinet refuseq| ;s are full. gency dep P

his request for more funding. In July this year we saw the . L .
cynical way in which the Olsen government used a meetin@n ar_tlﬁltla. (?[n %ltM?y 1998 under the headline ‘Hospitals on
of state and territory leaders to deflect attention from th € sicklist states:

fallout of the decision to cut the latest $36 million from our __ Patients are being denied baths, refused help with eating and are
hospitals this year. not being given enough information on treatment as overworked

On Thursday 8 July 1999, the Premier announced thapUb"C hospital staff struggle with a worsening funding crisis.
state and territory leaders would meet on 23 July to discusa" article on 21 July 1999 under the headline * Elective
urgery cut as hospital beds fill' states:

reform of the health system. The Premier said that stat

needed more money from the commonwealth and advocated The Premier, Mr Olsen, said the public health system had been

reform of the national system, including Medicare and thet breaking point or under pressure for some considerable time.

introduction of fees. An article on 22 July 1999 under the headline ‘Repat doors
To set the scene, just two days before the Premierslosed for first time’ states:

meeting the Minister for Human Services announced that On Monday patients waiting to be admitted were turned away

‘public hospital beds in South Australia are basically full’ andwhile others had elective surgery cancelled.

that elective surgery would be cancelled. The Premiean article on 13 August 1999 under the headline ‘50 000

supported the minister by saying that the system had been @iore casualties’ states:

breaking point and ge_wasl goigg t?h Sytdrt‘ey ;‘_? discuss  The QEH cuts outpatient treatments.

increasing pressures being placed on the states. Here was the _ . L

Premier doing a job on the federal government whiIetwrllcl"’ltrt'(t:)Ie og?iepter’nbte; 19_99 under the headline ‘Patients

$36 million of his own cuts were coming through the tunnel. oldto ) uy a.n a_ges states:

And remember that this $36 million is $36 million on top of ~ Public hospitals introduce user pays.

a total of $230 million that was cut cumulatively from health That is just a snapshot of the trail of destruction that has been

services during the first term of this government. wrought on this state’s health services by this Liberal
So far, these latest cuts have resulted in the closure of 18overnment.

beds at the Flinders Medical Centre; 25 beds at the Queen Let me remind members of the real Liberal focus on health

Elizabeth Hospital; the loss of 50 000 outpatient services; 2and what has happened with recurrent budgets since 1993.

beds at the Lyell McEwin Hospital; 11 beds at the DawsAfter promising to make hospitals more efficient and to

Road Repatriation Hospital; six beds at Noarlunga Hospitalreturn savings to the health system, the Brown and Olsen

and cuts to country services at Mount Gambier, Port Lincolrgovernments have done precisely the opposite. From 1994 to

and the Riverland. 1997 the Brown and Olsen governments focused on cutting
Although the Premier blames everyone else, Soutlexpenditure on health services and hospitals with a brief

Australians know that this government is ringbarking ourexception prior to the 1997 election.

public health system. All over the state (the western, northern Budget cuts, service cuts, amalgamations, staff cuts, bed

and southern suburbs of Adelaide and rural areas) people acsures and privatisation are the issues that have dominated

concerned about the future of health services. They arthe government’s agenda over that time. The first four liberal

concerned not only about hospital services but also, as | hasmidgets—half when Dean Brown was Premier—cut a total
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of $230 million in real terms, adjusted for inflation, from  The government’s first move was to announce in August
health. These cuts were in line with the statement by the thet©994 a plan to amalgamate the management of the Queen
health minister, a statement that was often proudly made blizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital. This
that former minister, that health had to make savings oprocess finally led to a report by Personnel Consultants
$70 million a year. In the 1997 budget, just before the statdlanagement in May 1996, which painted a bleak picture of
election, Premier Olsen announced: ‘$45 million boost forthe outcomes of amalgamation, the loss of staff morale and
health means hospitals can provide more services'. In thinancial problems. Then, on 19 January 1996, the govern-
1998 budget he announced: ‘no cuts in funding of publionent announced a $130 million redevelopment of the Queen
hospitals’. However, leaked departmental papers revealed thatizabeth Hospital. The release said that expressions of
hospital growth funding had been cut by $13 million overinterest had been called for the financing, construction and
three years, so we actually had a de facto cut. It was aperation of new public and private facilities as part of the
dishonest and misleading statement from the Premieredevelopment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Certainly, there were no cuts to the actual dollars, but the
government failed to make provision for the obvious growthg;
in demand for services that everybody knew was occurring

On 28 March 1996 the government said that 13 expres-
ns of interest had been received for the Queen Elizabeth
“Hospital redevelopment and, in September of that year, the
a de facto cut. , . health minister announced, ‘Queen Elizabeth Hospital
In the 1999 quget the humqn services minister announc development moves into next phase. But nothing hap-
cuts of $46 million to be levied on the human services,eneq, even though the Health Commission’s annual report
department, $36 million to be levied on hospital servicesgyr 1996-97 revealed that $740 000 had been spent on
$30 million of which would come from metropolitan cqngytants in one year for advice on the privatisation plans.
hospitals and $6 million from country hospitals. This is theBy 1998, the government had to admit that privatisation was
record of a system that is cont_inual_ly being put intq crisis byoff and, in May 1998, the Premier announced, ‘$43 million
the government. The system is being put into crisis becausgmmitted for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital upgrade.’ On 23
the Olsen government has no vision and no plan for how ou§ne 1998, the human services minister (Hon. Dean Brown)

hospitals will deliver services in the future and how theseyent even further when he told the Estimates Committee:
services will link with community-based services and provide

needed health care for a new century. It has simply tried one. We expect to spend about $43 million over the first three years
; ; ; ; the project.

idea after another in an uncoordinated, incompetent grab bé)é

of half baked, ill conceived strategies that have left the Soutlrhe minister said that a new intensive care unit, which had

Australian health system seriously deficient. already been announced in the budget in May 1997 (and then
I will back up those comments of mine with some quotesagain by Minister Armitage on 13 September 1997), would
from the Auditor-General’'s Report of this year in which the pe the first stage. On 3 December 1998, the Minister for
Auditor-General makes special comment and indicategiuman Services issued a statement which was headed
concern about strategic planning in the Department of Humamssurance on obstetric services’ and which stated that
Services—the very thing | am talking about. The Auditor-syggestions made by me that obstetric services might be
General's Report states: closed at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital were alarmist. But
The department’s strategic plan does not: then, on 18 February 1999, the minister released the
identify clear mechanisms for implementing each strategyyovernment's obstetrics review recommending that the

identified in the plan; _ maternity section at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital be closed.
assess the resource implications for each strategy;

provide a framework for monitoring progress towards the  Finally, the opposition obtained a copy of a paper entitled
department's objectives against identified indicators. Thefyture service directions for the North Western Adelaide

strategic plan prepared by the department is not supported . :
appropriate business plans which translate high level strategti?:qealth Service’ dated 14 September 1999. This secret plan

planning into practical plans to guide implementation of eachProposes that Queen Elizabeth Hospital surgical procedures

strategy. be restricted; that advanced surgeries requiring intensive care
And don’t we know it! We can see the result from what is SUPPOrt be sent to the Royal Adelaide Hospital and to the
before us. They have no plan, never had a plan and really d¢/®!l MCEwin Hospital; that all major trauma cases be
not know what they are doing. referred to the Royal Adglalqe Hospital; that obste.trlcs be

Let us look at some specific examples. After wasting four€stricted to low-risk deliveries; that cancer services be
years on failed plans to privatise hospital services the ministéfoWngraded that the main base for renal medicine (including
now has a new and secret plan to rationalise services in tHE2NSPlants) was yet to be decided; that dental services at the
north-west and massively downgrade the Queen ElizabefdU€en Ellzabe.th Hospital be closed; that the statew@e bone
Hospital. This was a new plan prepared without pub“Ctransplantserwces be relocated;gnd that_some teaching units
consultation; a new plan prepared without the input of°€ transferred to the Lyell McEwin Hospital.
clinicians or nurses at the hospital; and a plan made public It also included a reduction of a further 100 beds. So much
only by virtue of its being leaked. While the minister arguesfor those people living in the western suburbs who were
that this new plan is an options paper for discussion, the fa@ccused of being alarmist when they thought their obstetrics
remains that it contains only one option—a bit like aservice might be downgraded. That was just a drop in the
democratic election in a dictatorship with only one candidatebcean compared to what was coming. So much for the
This new plan for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is thegovernment’'s commitment to consult the community before
culmination of five years of confusion and indecision. | wantmaking any decisions to downgrade obstetric services at the
to detail what has happened to the Queen Elizabeth Hospit@lueen Elizabeth Hospital. So much for the decision, just 15
during this period as an example of how this governmeninonths ago, to give priority to the expenditure of $4 million
works. If it were not so serious it could be mistaken for aon a new intensive care unit. This latest plan for the Queen
comedy. Elizabeth Hospital has been prepared without consulting the
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community or clinicians at the hospital: naturally, both ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
groups are outraged.

S The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education,
Now, as a result of the government’s Inablhty to managechildren’s Services and Training): | move:

professionally the planning process for the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, the community faces even longer delays before N
anything is done about the ageing facilities at that hospital. Ms HURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): The

As a result of the amalgamation with the Lyell McEwin Minister for Industry and Trade raised issues about John
Hospital (which we certainly would not have done) the delay$~ambridge today, and the House needs to be given some
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital will again delay the muctgssential background here. The story about Mr John
needed increase in services in the northern suburbs througiambridge, now Chief Executive Officer of the Department
the development of the Lyell McEwin Hospital and otherOf Industry and Trade, and his business interests first broke

initiatives in the north. So, my own community will suffer in an article in theAustralianof 15 September. It is alleged
greatly too. that Mr Cambridge, while Chief Executive Officer of the

Office of Asian Business, under the Department of Premier
The ongoing confusion about the roles of our hospitals imnd Cabinet, had become a director of an Australian
mirrored by the capital works program. Statements by theompany, the Zhong Huan Australia Group, nine days after
government about a budget boost for spending on hospitatkat company purchased the former tax office in King
are inaccurate. They reflect capital works that have beeWilliam Street. It was also three weeks prior to the Premier's
delayed, recycled and reannounced. It is clear that the Olsdlying off to China with Mr Cambridge to negotiate a deal
government intends to break its promises to spendvith that company to redevelop the tax office into accommo-
$43 million over three years from 1998 upgrading the QEHdation for overseas students. Mr Cambridge had not declared
and $40 million over four years to upgrade the Lyellhisinterestin this company to either his CEO or the Premier,
McEwin. The future roles of the Queen Elizabeth and thewith whom he was travelling.
Lyell McEwin Hospitals, now the subject of the secret The article also revealed that Mr Cambridge was a co-
options paper, clearly have not been decided. The LyeHiirector of the SA Golden Investment Fund, a $2 shelf
McEwin Hospital redevelopment has been announced isgompany, with one of the key directors of the Zhong Huan
every budget since 1996 and, like the residents of the westeGroup, Mr Harry Tu. Mr Cambridge had not informed his
suburbs, people living in the north are becoming angry aboutEQ or the Premier of this interest either. Prior to the story
these delays. South Australians are all a bit jaded by the jazayeing published, thAustralian’sjournalist was told by the
press announcements about old projects. Itis about time tiRremier's media advisers that they were attempting to seek
Olsen government got on with the job. comment from Mr Cambridge but that it was difficult to get
) i ) . hold of him because he was in Singapore on ‘government’
During the 1997 election John Olsen said that hospitalg,siness—their word not ours. On 22 September the
would be quarantined from budget cuts. During the debate Ofstralianrevealed in another article that Mr Cambridge had
the sale of ETSA the government said that the sale of ETSAeat another directorship with a Singapore based company.
yvould.ﬂx all our hosplt.als and provide additional services Tne journalist went back to the Premier’'s media staff and
including a $100 million redevelopment of the Queenygked if Mr Cambridge, while in Singapore, had been given
Elizabeth Hospital, but the Minister for Human Services haspermission to attend a special meeting of that company on
told the estimates committees that, because of the budggh September this year.
cuts, waiting lists for elective surgery will increase from 4.0 was a great deal more checking and finally the word

$9 000 to between $18 000 and $25 000. The Minister said,, q hack to the journalist that, yes, Mr Cambridge had been
Many of those people will suffer while they are waiting. iven verbal approval by the Commissioner for Public

South Australians now see a government that can spend te anloyment (Mr lan Kowalick) for two days' leave of

of millions of dollars on consultants and on gimmicks but_p,cca while Mr Cambridge was there on government
then says that it cannot give sick people a hospital bed qf siness. In fact, that story was backed up by the Acting
other V't?l S_ealtr]: se$r\3/|00es_|\|/_vhe?htr;¢y neer(]j_ It Itl Cahn erect &, mmissioner for Public Employment (Christine Charles),

soccer stadium for $30 million that is a white elephant ang, j,, 5gyised that the act did not require written permission.
bu.'ld. a NatlonaI_Wme Centre, but sick pec_)ple are not a As more emerged on this story, so the comments from the
priority, and nor is the orderly. planned provision of healthPremier’s office began to blur andlchange. By 30 September
services for the South Australian community. a document was faxed from the Premier’s office to journalists

The Premier says that he is listening, that he changed tpyhich shpwed thap it was not just verbal permission _but that
emergency services levy because he listened, but he hi¥ Kowalick had given written approval for Mr Cambridge’s
closed his ears and his heart. He has remained unmoved (§fve- A second document was faxed out showing that
the question of health services, and in the Governor's speedfil Cambridge had written to the Premier on 7 §eptember
this most significant of issues rated not one mention. | say d8forming him that he was taking three days’ leave of
I have said before that the government stands condemned riftSence. Interestingly, it remains unclear whether Mr
only because it has failed in compassion and humanity ifr@mbridge sought permission and was granted it from the
relation to services for the vulnerable in our community bugmMinister to whom he is directly responsible, that is, the
also because of its manifest incompetence and mismanag¥lnister for Industry and Trade. We have also yet to see
ment. The state of our health system will be a major reasoyhether he declared to his minister his interest in New Toyo

why this government is tossed out, just as Jeff Kennett ha§ternational. S o
been tossed out, at our next state election. In his extensive ministerial statement on this issue of

28 September, the Premier failed to correct the strong
Motion carried. impression in media reports that Mr Cambridge was in

That the House do now adjourn.
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Singapore on government business. | spoke soon after th@buth Australian government regarding the former tax office
ministerial statement and had no information that the advicguilding in King William Street.

of the Premier’s office was in fact incorrect. In defendingHis visit to Zhong Huan in China, he said, was a ‘courtesy
Mr Cambridge later, the Premier's media office faxed tocall'. If that is true, the Premier has contradicted a spokes-
selected journalists a copy of Mr Cambridge’s first-classvoman from his own office, who told thedvertiseron 15
return airline ticket to Singapore during his period of leaveDecember (on the day the former tax office in King William
as evidence that he had paid for the ticket himself. Street was sold):

The ticket does not prove any such thing, but I understand e are in the process of finalising negotiations with him [*him’
that an enterprising journalist, using the information on thebeing Mr Harry Tu from the Zhong Huan Group] and hope the
ticket, established that it had been issued at the TeeLee Trayggotiations will be completed in January.

Agency in Gouger Street. The journalist asked the agent whié the Premier’s statements to the House were true, the
had paid for the ticket but the agent could not say. WhyAdvertiseljournalist who accompanied Mr Olsen on his trip
Because according to the agent, the ticket, which wag Shanghaiin January was either grossly misled or made up
apparently just under $4 000 worth, was paid for in cash. Thais own story. That journalist stated that the Premier would
Minister for Industry and Trade came into this parliament orbe signing ‘an agreement’ with the Chinese developer in
30 September and told the House that the Singapore compa8janghai on 14 January this year. The journalist said the
of which Mr Cambridge is a paid director, New Toyo, paid redevelopment required ‘a formal agreement’ between the
for the ticket. My only comment is that it is a highly unusual state government and the Communist Party, which owned the
practice for an international company to pay with cash for aompany. Mr Olsen is now attempting to tell us that this
first-class flight for one of its directors to attend a speciajournalist had just made up these facts all by himself.

board meeting. The Sunday Mailalso made up its own fanciful story,

On 15 September, the day the story broke, the Premier wakscording to the Premier on his return from China. The
asked at a press conference about these allegations surroudinday Mailsaid that the Premier returned from a trade
ing Mr Cambridge. The Premier said that he would investi-mission to China with ‘contracts’ worth around $155 million
gate the claims but some hours later he withdrew the inquirin his briefcase. It said the first deal that he had negotiated
based on excuses given by Mr Cambridge that were even a@as to refit the former tax office in King William Street.
that time obviously incorrect. Mr Cambridge’s excuse for notMr Olsen also said:
declaring to the Premier an interest in the Zhong Huan |have been advised Mr Tu of Zhong Huan considered he should
(Australia) Group in January while he was with him in Chinabelong to an SA company in some way if he was to be involved in
was that he did not know that he had been made a directdiysiness here.

He said it was done without his knowledge and, in any casefhe Premier was attempting to explain why Mr Tu and
he was only an honorary director with no rights and responsiMr Cambridge became co-directors in the SA Golden
bilities. Investment Fund in August and October last year. Mr

If Mr Cambridge was to be believed, he was alleging thatCambridge had failed to declare an interest in this company,
his business partner, Mr Harry Tu, had broken Australiar@s required under the act.
company law, because it is illegal in this country to appoint  The following day, the opposition presented evidence that
someone as a director of an Australian company without thefthowed that Mr Tu became a director of Mr Cambridge’s SA
knowledge. A check of the Australian Securities andGolden Investment Fund five days after (and | emphasise
Investment Commission, however, indicates that Mr Tu didafter’) he had set up a South Australian based company, the
know the law and followed the law to its letter, right down Zhong Huan (South Australia) Group. In other words, Mr Tu
to informing ASIC within the two-week time frame of already belonged to a South Australian based company. So,
Mr Cambridge’s appointment as a director. That is, ASIC waghe excuse given by the Premier to this House was wrong.
notified of Mr Cambridge’s 24 December appointment onThe next misleading statement was:

7 January this year. No indication is given in ASIC's |tis not for this government to tell Mr Cambridge, or any other
documents that Mr Cambridge has any lesser rights aneimployee for that matter, how to use their leave or their spare time.
responsibilities than every other ordinary director of theThe act provides:

Zhong Huan (Aus{ra“a) Group. As we all now knOW’. there A worker must not, while on long service leave, engage in any
is no such thing as an honorary director in Australia, angher employment in place of the employment in relation to which
Mr Tu appears to be well aware of that fact. It is an insult tothe right to leave accrued. Penalty: $1 000.

any Chinese businessman engaged in business in Austral|%m quite happy to elaborate on this further. | am quite happy

as the Premier appears to be suggesting, that because of thellgne a1 to any sort of independent inquiry, because the
Chinese culture they do not understand Australian companigs,nnsition is very keen to have a lot of questions about

law. Mr Cambridge and his involvement with Asian businesses
However, it was on the basis of this flimsy and incorrectopened up and to have quite a few questions answered.

statement by Mr Cambridge that the Premier withdrew the ' Time expired.

investigation into his business activities. Until we get that

investigation, we will not fully understand what is going on  Mr MEIER (Goyder): During question time today |

here and what the Premier has hidden. And there appearsgked a question of the Minister for Year 2000 Compliance

be something to hide, by virtue of three clear misleadingn relation to the preparedness of people in this state for the

statements made to this parliament by the Premier opear 2000 date problem. | was very pleased that the minister

Tuesday 28 September. | will go through them one by onewas able to visit my electorate on Monday 11 October for the

The Premier said: whole day. People may ask, ‘Well, what is the Y2K issue?

First, and most importantly, there was no deal. There is no deafVhat is the problem about? What is (as many people refer to
at any level of any type between the Zhong Huan Group and thié) the millennium bug?’ | would like to quote from a
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pamphlet that most people in South Australia will receive inmembers were involved in that discussion including the
the next few weeks entitled ‘Ready for 2000'. It states: Mayor, Mr Malcolm Thompson, the Deputy Mayor, Council-

What is the millennium bug? The millennium bug is not really lor Ray Agnew, the Chief Executive Officer, Mr Roger

a bug. Itis a computer problem that results from the 1960s and 197(W°°d' and the IT Coordinator', C,:herry Fa,rrc_)w' | would ”!(e
when computer systems were programmed to use only the last twi§ thank all those persons for giving of their time to talk with
digits to define the year. Many modern PCs and some othethe minister and to help ensure that the District Council of

computer-based systems, plant and equipment have the date definggkke Peninsula will be able to venture into the year 2000
within them in the same way. On 1 January 2000 these systems m%yithout any real problems
A .

calculate the date to be 1 January 1900 or another incorrect date. R . . . .
This could cause malfunctions in a variety of ways, including entire  AS | indicated earlier, we also met with various private
shutdown of equipment or erroneous processing. computer firms. We first met with the firm of RBE Electrical

. ) at Balaklava. That firm is overseen by Mr Rod Nankivell and

To those of us who are not so compuiter literate we might says yife Brenda. They had many questions of the minister on
So what." However, after working with the Minister for Year 5 yariety of issues, and certainly made it very clear that they
2000 Compliance | appreciate that it is a very real problemyaq 5 |ot of extra service work in the past few months to
and | thank the minister and this government for undertakingjertake checks on private computers in the main and also
its program during the last nine months or so. | believe thagsiness computers to see that they were right up to date.
we in South Australia will be well and truly prepared for the They felt that, generally speaking, the people in the Wake-
date problem that may occur on 1 January 2000. field Plains area were ready for the year 2000.

We visited many businesses. We visited various private We also called at a computer firm at Ardrossan, Agri-
computer businesses that run their own computer services andltural Business Systems, run by Mr Richard Cane and his
provide internet services. We also visited the four regionawife Leanne. Having started from almost nothing a few years
councils that constitute the electorate of Goyder. In fact, th@go, it has grown to a very large firm, providing internet
first council visited was that of the Wakefield Regionalservices to much of Yorke Peninsula. Again, various issues
Council at Balaklava where we spoke to Mr Phil Barry, thewere addressed with them. They also felt that the people in
Chief Executive Officer. The minister was very satisfied withthe area generally speaking would be right up to date with
the way the Wakefield Regional Council has gone abouany year 2000 problems. At Wallaroo, we visited Wallaroo
seeking to address the Y2K bug. It appears from the discu$somputers, run by Mr Darren Jerrett, assisted by Mr Ben
sions held that it will be well and truly ready for the end of Bateman and also Christie Videon. Likewise, our discussions
the year and the beginning of the next year and that therwere of a similar nature to our earlier discussions. At
should not be any problems. In fact, the write-up in their locaMaitland, we met with Mr lan Eglinton of Eglinton Electron-
paper, thePlains Producer if my memory serves me ics. The story there was very similar.
correctly, indicated that about 70 per cent of the businesses People might ask, ‘How does it affect us as ordinary
contacted said that they had undertaken the necessagpgople?’ There are many areas where it will not affect us, but
investigations to ensure that they were covered for anthere are some things that we should have checked, including
potential problems that may arise. the video recorder, camcorder and camera, where problems

The second council visited was that of the District Council 'Y 8/1S€ if the year is used in setting either recording times

of Barunga West, the former councils of Port Broughton and' there is an on-screen dgte display or, in the case of'a
Bute. Again, we spoke with its Chief Executive Officer, camera, where the date is printed on the photograph. Certain-

Mr Nigel Hand. We certainly were quite satisfied and happ)Jy home computers and their software are at risk. In fact,

with the way the Barunga West Council has undertaken it eople are advised to see their computer retailer or specialist
work. The minister, again, indicated that he believes thergo ascertain whether their computer meets the criteria for the

. 2000.
should be no problems. In this respect the government h ar . .
sought to keep a tab, if | can use that terminology, on the Other machines that may cause problems include the

various councils and asked them to report on a regular bas?ézsmertmg machtlﬂe,f|fxarr(]jatﬁi|r]s used ti?] '?fent'jfyt miessr?,?tesa;
about what they have done and what they are continuing oy rernet access, .e ax machiné—again, it a gate Is printe

do to ensure that they are not affected by the Y2K dat@" the fax header; mobile phones, if a date function is used
problem. In fact, the minister had a detailed list from myIn the phone; an ordinary phone if a date is displayed on the

electorate. Nevertheless, lists are one thing: having person%mone' but again it is generally pointed out that this is a low

conversations with those who are responsible for seeing th '?k; and even an.electronlc organiser if a date Isa kgy
ngredient of it. An item of equipment such as an air condi-

the list gets through is another story in itself. It was great tqQ. . X .
be able to check on some of the specifics and on individuq oneror hegtlng system, Where de_ltes are uged n C°””°”"_‘9
items that the government had asked for. the mechanism, may be at risk, as is a security system. Again,
in this latter case, people are advised to see their installation
A little later in the day we met with the District Council company or manufacturer. So, much information has been
of the Copper Coast and its Chief Executive Officer, Mr Johrgiven to people throughout the state. Indeed, | believe that the

Shane. Again, he briefed us on what his council was doingninister has done an outstanding job in seeking to educate the
and had done to date with the Y2K problem. It appeared thadeople of South Australia.

another council should be in a satisfactory situation by the Motion carried.

end of the year. The last council we met with was the District

Council of Yorke Peninsula, based at Maitland. The discus- At 8.48 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
sion there followed along a similar line, and several othe20 October at 2 p.m.



