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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY gadrg%r;)e $255 million a year, and, in my view, that does not
Today | want to spend some time speaking about a matter
Thursday 12 October 2000 that is very important to the state’s economy and taking up

the points that Sir Eric Neal made in his speech about the
importance of the economy, and particularly the manufactur-
ing industry, research and development and imports which
earn money for our economy. | speak about a company in my
ADDRESSIN REPLY electorate at Athol Park, Air-Ride (SA) Pty Ltd. The owner
and Managing Director of this company is Mr Joe Dimasi,
who is a South Australian and very proud of it. He is a self-
made person, and over his lifetime has made substantial
amounts of money in various enterprises, mostly in the area
of engineering. His company is up and running, and | will go
Excellency the Governor, Sir Eric Neal, for his openingthrough some of the points about this very important industry.

speech. | again pay tribute to him and Lady Neal for the way Air-Ride is a manufacturer of quality specialised equip-
they continue to do the top job in South Australia for thement for transport, materials handling and road making
benefit of the state and for the people. They are exemplary fPPlications. Equipment is sold throughout Australia and

everything they do and they need to be congratulated for tha@verseas. The company actively falls into three broad
As Sir Eric mentioned in his speech, during the last yeapategorles, namely, standard products, specialised products,

we have lost, through death, four people who have not onl ervice repairs and spare parts. Information sharing between
ach sector creates a high and rich source of ideas for

made significant contributions to the state but each of whon; A X
| believe, made very significant impacts and set new direcihnovation and new design. There are three areas of manufac-

tions for the state in many ways. ture, the first of which is Air-Ride, which markets local

| refer, of course, to former Governors of South Australia,tranSport vehicle maintenance and modifications, special

Dame Roma Mitchell and Sir Mark Oliphant. Dame Romaprojec'g dgsign and m_anufacture, project management, road
made an enormous contribution and impact during her Iife",ﬁm.]I ra_ll bi-modal equipment, plus a st_andard product range
not only in South Australia but throughout Australia, as aWhICh includes general transport, semitrailers, bulk pressure
trailblazer for women and women'’s issues. Sir Mark made éankers, heavy handling arld haulage egwpment.

massive impact internationally during his life as an eminent _ 1he second area of his expertise in manufacture and

scientist, later as an educator in Australia and, more latterhfliStribution is in the pavement construction area, and his firm
as a refreshingly outspoken Governor of this state. manufactures pavement construction equipment which is
The Hon. David Brookman. former state minister. alsoMarketed under the brand name of Pavequip, and itincludes
made a great contribution to this parliament and the statd!€2Vy €quipment such as bitumen tankers, bitumen sprayers,
particularly in country regions. The Hon. David Tonkin, who Pitumen storage kettles, aggregate spreaders, multi-tyred

passed away just recently, also made an enormous contripflers. water tankers, low loaders and other associated
tion and impact on the state, first, as an ophthalmologist, the%qumen_t. ) . .

as a member of parliament and then as Premier of the state The third area involves industrial vacuum and water
from 1979 to 1982. The death of all four people has causelétting equipment which is manufactured and marketed under

a great loss, and their contributions are indelibly etched of"€ Vacuguip name and which includes mobile vacuum-only
the history of the state. recovery units and combination vacuum and water jet units

The government continues on its privatisation course!©r drain cleaning applications. o
which is of real concern to me. | concede that the state debt Air-Ride’s innovative design culture greatly assists its
was very high but, instead of trading its way out of debt ovesPecial projects team to develop equipment successfully for
a number of years in a planned way, the government ha@ny unusual and demanding applications, and it is looking at
adopted a slash and burn policy to sell off the state’s asse@xpanding its range of equipment for any specialised jobs that
to retire debt quickly. With the sale of ETSA, our water COme along: it is a very innovative company.
industry and other assets, we will finish up relatively debt Air-Ride’s aim is to be Australia’s leading supplier of
free but, | fear, with a drastically reduced income. | am notjuality road transport equipment, selected road making
an accountant, but | cannot see any value in selling the goosgjuipment, materials handling equipment, bulk transport
that laid the golden egg. Mark my words, although | andtankers and suspension technology, with a significant level
certain others probably will not be in this place when itof production to export sales. Air-Ride is committed to
happens, but the day will come when the state of Southdvanced design, high manufacturing quality and service
Australia will suffer very badly because of this government'sexcellence.
shortsighted obsession with selling and leasing every state Air-Ride is Australian owned, employs Australians and
asset it can find. aims at making a better Australia. As | said, the proprietor is

It was interesting last Thursday in question time that thevery proudly South Australian. He could retire and have a
Premier made a great point of saying that, because of the salery easy life but he prefers to make a contribution by way
or lease of ETSA, the state was saving $210 million a yeaof the technology which he has developed, in addition to
in interest payments. | remember that, when the governmeeimploying South Australians and keeping the money in this
and the people of South Australia owned ETSA, ETSA wagountry and in this state. Air-Ride’s new manufacturing
paying a dividend of something like $700 000 a day into thefacility at Athol Park is one of the state’s largest, with an
state coffers. That works out to $255 million a year. There-overall site capacity in excess of 33 000 square metres, which
fore, in order to save $210 million a year, the state hasllows for considerable expansion potential.

The SPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald) took the chair at
10.30 a.m. and read prayers.

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
(Continued from 11 October. Page 150.)

Mr DeLAINE (Price): | have much pleasure in support-
ing the motion. | too would like to add my thanks to His
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Air-Ride’s manufacturing work force is very experienced days, 25 to 30 people, a large shunting engine, a large forklift
and highly qualified, consisting of boiler makers, weldersand $4 million to $5 million worth of equipment, to four
hydraulic, pneumatic and general fitters, auto-electricians arfaburs, five people, one prime mover and one forklift under
industrial spray painters. Ongoing training and developmerthe trailerail system. There are enormous savings to be made.
programs, combined with a technically proactive cultureOnce coupled to a locomotive freight train, which can
produces excellent products. Joe is very strong on that aspeatierage 100 km/h day and night, quite heavy freight can be
Not only does Joe employ people with these skills but alsonoved from Brisbane to Perth in three days. It takes a lot
he has in place a very comprehensive training program tmnger to take that equipment by road, and the other aspects
impart those skills on to younger people to ensure that thesef road transport have to be considered. Given the high cost
skills are not lost to the industry or to the state. of fuel today, the savings in that area alone are enormous, and

Air-Ride currently employs a large number of employeeshere are also savings in insurance, road trauma, pollution and
and plans to grow rapidly over the next three to five years byelivery time, which is very important.
targeting potential Australian and overseas markets. The plant This concept is being used to a limited degree around
is very well equipped and laid out. From my days at GeneralAustralia but not nearly as much as it should be. Currently
Motors | know that layout and housekeeping is extremel\260 000 of these units operate in the United States of
important, and | would say that Air-Ride’s facility at Athol America, and they are built under licence by the giant US
Park is world class. As | say, the premises are very weltorporation Wabash, which has a reciprocal agreement with
equipped and laid out and its housekeeping is exemplary. Thlve Dimasi’s company, Air-Ride, in South Australia. The
whole facility, its products and the company'’s attitude are @mericans are looking for more units, whereas in Australia
credit to the proprietor, Joe Dimasi, and his employees. only 2 000 of these units are operating at this time.

| want to mention one particular aspect of Air-Ride’s  The life savings of this individual have been put into
production and development this morning and that is itsesearch and development on this bi-modal system and he is
‘trailerail’ bi-modal trailers. The concept has been developedieveloping further products. In particular, he is developing
by Joe. It is the best technology in the world. Many com-a refrigeration trailer, or areefer as itis called in containeris-
panies around the world are applying a lot of pressure to bugtion terms, which is one tonne lighter and much stronger
this technology but, at this stage, Joe wants to keep thihan a standard trailer. He has sunk something like $3 million
technology and the business in South Australia. He lovesto this project, and he is quite confident that, with more
living in South Australia; he wants to stay here; and he wantsesearch and development, fairly soon he will come up with
the company to thrive and be a big export earner for the state, refrigeration trailer that is three to four tonnes lighter and
and | applaud him for that. much stronger than is currently in use.

This bi-modal trailer unit is technology which allows  The main aspect of concern is that Air-Ride is doing it
efficient road to rail interchanging. Currently road trailers arepretty tough at the moment and has been doing so for the past
moved on semi-trailers. To a large extent B double road traing2 months. It is nothing to do with the product, which is
and A double road trains can be taken off the road. As largenuch sought after, and several countries are pestering Joe
hauling distances are involved in Australia, Joe can gebimasi to sell the rights and his company. Companies in
freight onto rail and take it anywhere in Australia at muchChina, North America, Europe and South Africa, particularly,
reduced costs. That system is more efficient, gets othexvhere there are long distances of road haulage, can see the
vehicles off the roads and everyone benefits. Joe Dimasi, theenefits of getting trucks off the road and onto rail and the
proprietor, has spent his life’s savings on the developmergnormous savings that flow from using this system compared
and refinement of this concept and he deserves success. hligh the conventional system.
company owns the technology worldwide. It is the best The problem faced by Joe Dimasi at the momentis, in my
system in the world and has enormous potential to be a majmiew, a political one. | believe that Joe Dimasi and the Air-
player in the economy of our state. Ride company are not political, but they are having trouble

The advantage of the trailerail system is that a large semiwith Australian National, which has bought quite a lot of
trailer can be easily coupled into a freight train between othethese units, but it is not buying any more because Australian
rolling stock, or can be coupled with other similar trailerail National is owned by the federal, New South Wales and
trailers to form an entire freight train, if necessary, compris-Victorian governments. Australian National urgently needs
ing up to 90 trailer vehicles. Enormous savings are to benore of these Air-Ride trailerail units to increase traffic and
made on the cost of freight transportation for goods. Hugéo cut down costs, but the federal government has issued the
money is to be made by National Rail or the owners of ouiinstruction to AN that it is not to spend any more money
major rail links, as well as getting many of these giant semidecause it is trying to sell Australian National to the private
and road trains off our roads. | will give an example of thesector. They are trying to make it more profitable by not
cost savings and efficiencies to be gained by the use of Airspending any money. Therefore, it is putting enormous
Ride’s trailerail technology: 120 trailers can be coupled intgoressure on Air-Ride, which has not sold a unit to AN for
a locomotive system in four hours using five people, oneearly 12 months, and, even though it has 2 000 in service,
prime mover and one forklift. To load the same payload ontanany more are needed to enable them to haul more freight
standard locomotive rolling stock into a freight train usingand get more trucks off the roads.
current methods would take four to five days. Compare that The proprietor, Mr Dimasi, wants to keep going in South
to four hours with the trailerail system. The old method used\ustralia; he is committed to this state and he likes living
25 to 30 people compared with the requirement of five peopleere. He wants to develop his products here and send them
for the trailerail system. It takes a shunting engine, a hugeterstate and overseas to earn money for the state, but unless
forklift and $4 million to $5 million worth of equipment to something happens fairly soon with sales he will go under.
do the same job the conventional way. He has been carrying the load and has almost exhausted his

I will repeat that. We are looking at reducing the task,life savings. He is in a desperate position. | have asked the
which under the conventional system takes from four to fivestate Minister for Transport and the former Minister for
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Industry and Trade to come and look at the facility. Theyopinion about members of this place which is completely
have not done that, but | will be talking to them again abouuntrue.
this latest problem to see whether they can assist by putting The article was prompted by the Hon. Nick Xenophon in
pressure on the federal minister and the federal governmeanother place. Nick was quite right that this parliament does
to do something to free up the money to keep this enterpriseot sit enough. He is talking about introducing a bill to
going. increase the number of sitting days to a minimum of 100.
The proprietor has told me that he has on his desk at th€hat is just as ridiculous. The number of days that parliament
moment a definite sale contract to sign. It is a contract fronsits is related to the amount of legislation that has to be dealt
China worth many millions of dollars, and all Joe has to dowith. He is partly right in saying that we do not sit enough,
is sign the contract and then he can retire, play golf, do thbut 100 is far too many days; a number such as 70 or 80
things that are enjoyable to him and live in luxury for the restmight be more realistic.
of his life. However, the technology and industry would be  Nevertheless, | do not blame the Hon. Nick Xenophon. He
lost to the South Australian economy forever, and he does ngays we are not sitting enough and | respect his views, but the
want that to happen. He needs some help, and | hope | can getwspaper has taken it one step further and given people the
the Minister for Transport and the Treasurer (who is alsompression that, when parliament is not sitting, House of
Minister for Industry and Trade) to put a bit of muscle into Assembly members are on holidays, playing golf or whatever.
helping this person and this company to stay in SoutiThey say we come back to work as part-timers. They have no
Australia. idea. | intend to invite some of the reporters from the papers
Itis ironical that several weeks ago Senator Minchin (thedown to my electorate office and show them what we do. As
federal minister) made a visit to the facility at Athol Park andyou know, Mr Speaker, running an electorate is a full-time,
presented a cheque—I think it was the second cheque that tB65 day a year job, and the time we spend here in this place
federal government has given—for $2 million for researchs a very small part of that. The impression the media gives
and development to assist in this production, yet it does ndhe people is very unfair—it is outrageous, actually—so it
seem to be very keen to further its intervention to allowneeds to be put into perspective.
Australian National to purchase more of these units to keep Over the years, the role of a House of Assembly member
Air-Ride afloat because it wants to sell the rail links and theof parliament has changed somewhat. | remember the days
rail facilities. when members did not have electorate offices or staff; their
I will approach the two ministers involved here to seerole was purely a legislative role, with some sort of local
whether they will have a look at the plant. | am sure thatgelectorate content. That has changed with the introduction in
once they do so, they will be convinced of the value and thabout 1972, when electorate offices came into being. | believe
enormity of the project. Itis the best system in the world, andhat my predecessor, the former Speaker, the Hon. Jack Ryan,
many countries, especially North America, are clamouring tavas the first person to get an electorate office and staff, and
own the technology and to take it over. If that happens it willsince then all Assembly members have those facilities.
be lost to Australia forever. These problems need to be sortdglecause of that, the role of lower house MPs changed; from
out to ensure the viability of the company. It employsbeing purely legislators we are now very much social
something like 100 people. If it can remain viable, and in factvorkers. We get involved in all sorts of things, and the more
expand and meet the demands of the Australian transponte get involved and try to help people, the greater is the need
system, and indeed grow and export more of these systenfisr that service. So, the sorts of articles that are put in the
to other countries, many more jobs will come on stream fopaper are totally misleading and quite mischievous and do not
South Australians, and that would be a great thing. bear any resemblance to the work that MPs do in this place.
Also, Mr Dimasi is negotiating to buy Perry Engineering, The vast majority of them work very hard, and they do not
which is the last heavy engineering company in Australia thatleserve that sort of treatment.
does that heavy mechanical engineering work. | think he has In fact, | would say that, after the last 11 weeks that we
purchased the company, but he is involved in negotiations thad in recess from the last session, by the time we come back
purchase all the land and facilities that go with it. He wantshere it is good to come back and have a rest. At least we are
to retain it as a heavy engineering manufacturer and producstuck here; we speak and do a bit of work here, but at least
of heavy engineering goods for Australia and also to usé is a physical rest. We might work harder mentally, but it is
some of that land and facilities to expand his Air-Ridea physical rest from what we do out in the electorate. We are
operations. invited to all sorts of functions to which the electorate likes
So, it is a company that is worth supporting, and | hope théo see us come along, such as sporting events and presenta-
state and federal governments will come to the party anton nights, and we go on school councils and so on as well
assist this company to survive and further expand, for thas spending an enormous amount of time trying to help
benefit of not only the number of jobs in South Australia butpeople with their problems.
also for the enormous income that this company earns and Certainly from my perspective, | know that my electorate
will continue to earn for our economy. of Price has an enormous amount of unemployment, social
In the last few minutes | would like to touch on a couple and drug problems and people who desperately need housing.
of other matters that are of concern to me. One was merAll these issues come to my office and it is a full-time job. It
tioned by the member for Goyder, the government whip, ifis a 365 days a year job (366 days in a leap year) and it is
a grievance last week about a recent article in the paper abounfair that the media should give the people the perception
part-time MPs. | agree entirely with the government whip thathat we work only when Parliament is sitting for those 40 or
this sort of stuff is very negative and derogatory to member8§0 days a year and that for the rest of the time we are lying
of parliament. All it does is prove how ignorant thesearound on the beach, playing golf or whatever. Itis mischiev-
journalists and newspapers are about the job MPs daus and that perception needs to be changed. The media must
especially House of Assembly MPs. Unfortunately, this sortaccept some responsibility. | intend to try to teach them a few
of garbage is read by people out there and they form athings and tell them the sort of things we do and hopefully
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they will publish that and let people know exactly what MPsup against them all the time as | go door knocking and
do rather than try to tell them what we do not do. As | ammeeting local people.
now out of time, | will conclude my remarks. One of the other key issues for older people is that of
being able to stay in their own home. | know that in my
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Yesterday it was three years family we have been through this issue. It is not unique to
since the election that saw me elected to parliament as thgeople out in the suburbs somewhere. Every one of us
member for Mitchell. At this time | reflect on one of the most members of parliament must face it in our own families at
important issues in my electorate, namely, the care providesome time or another. | remember that nearly 10 years ago
to older Australians. | am talking particularly of those peopleone of my grandmothers had a fall at home and was taken to
who have worked most of their lives, either paid work in thehospital. The decision then had to be made about what would
factories, shops and businesses or unpaid work looking aftéappen to her family home, in which she had lived since
children and keeping the house in good order. Those people33. Because her husband had predeceased her by many
are now retired and look to the rest of the community for ayears, it was decided, by the family collectively, that it would
decent standard of care, and | refer to a decent standard Ipé better for her to go into a hostel and subsequently move
care in respect of their health, accommodation and quality dfito a nursing home. It is not a unique story. | suppose by
life generally. recounting that | simply make the point to people in the
A number of factors influence that quality of life and I will community that, as members of parliament, we have exactly
talk about some of them today. One of the most importanthe same issues to deal with. | am very proud and very
aspects of life for older people is simply making ends meetfortunate that my other grandmother, whom 1| call Nanna
and that has been made much more difficult over the past fewanna, is actually still with us and very active.
years, especially with the new taxes like the emergency The issue of staying in the family home is critical for a
services tax imposed by the Olsen government and the GSTumber of people, whether it be couples who are both
imposed by the Howard Liberal Government at a federabeginning to become infirm, or for widows or widowers who
level. In respect of the GST, | have spoken to many agare left in the family home. There comes that very difficult
pensioners who have told me that the meagre increase pbint when it becomes just a bit too much. There are govern-
literally only a few dollars a fortnight in their pensions was ment agencies which can help. | know the Marion council
eaten up in extra costs, even before they got that firdoes quite a good job of helping in some cases with minor
increased pension cheque. My experience, and the experienga&rdening issues or domestic maintenance, but the resources
of the people | have spoken to in my electorate, is that a Igust are not there to help with everything that they need
of prices in the supermarkets went up in the months beforaround the home. There is the HACC scheme (the home
1 July. It was no wonder then that when the GST wasassistance scheme), which is largely federally funded and of
imposed as of 1 July this year there was no sudden increaseme assistance, but | am finding again and again as | meet
in prices and so on. | suspect that thousands of businessesggople in my electorate that the services provided these days
South Australia, particularly in the retail sector, had increaseflist are not enough. So, increasingly, the issue is being raised
their prices and took profits accordingly under the guise obf moving out of the family home. It is a very difficult time.
the impending GST. | have noticed with the GST that people, Even when the family home is sold, most of the proceeds
especially pensioners, were worse off as soon as the GShen have to go towards the deposit, or whatever it is called,
came in, but since then they have noticed it more and morgr the appropriate hostel or nursing home. So all of that
as they have received their gas bill, electricity or telephonenoney is tied up: there is usually not much money left in the
bill, and the impact of the tax becomes more and mordank. If there are additional fees beyond the day-to-day fees
apparent. required by the nursing home—say, for pharmaceuticals—let
The same is also true of the emergency services tax, calleg not kid ourselves that they are covered by the pharmaceu-
a levy by the government. It particularly affects older peopletical benefits scheme, because people who require a fair
in my area because there are a lot of people who have littlamount of medication—and many do when they get into their
more than the home they own, a car and maybe a caravanQs or 80s—are paying out, perhaps, $50 a month on
which is their source of enjoyment when they want to take anedication above and beyond what is covered by the
holiday that will not be too expensive. They are people whgharmaceutical benefits scheme. This might include things
have very little in terms of income, whether it be the old agesuch as napkins to cater for incontinence: it is quite common
pension or, in the case of self-funded retirees, a modest, fixddr that to be an added burden. There are many items which
income—usually a fixed sum which might go up accordingare required and desirable but which are not covered under
to the cost of living index, but that is never enough to catchhe various systems of government assistance.
up with the prices that people regularly pay when they shop So, even when the difficult decision is made to move into
each week. a nursing home, there is a continuing financial anxiety not
So, when people have a fixed income and they do not hawenly for the person who moves into the home but also for
any spare cash—they only have their home, their car, thetheir children, who wonder how it all will be paid for when
trailer or caravan—and are paying extra taxes on those assetse money in the bank gradually dissipates and runs out. Our
it becomes all the more difficult to make ends meet on a weekociety, then, is not doing as well as it can in caring for the
by week basis. Anxiety about the cost of living is thereforeolder members of our community.
one of the main problems that | discuss with elderly people Itis very strange, in a way, because, when we consider the
in my electorate. In the electorate of Mitchell, particularly in care of our children—say, five year old children—there is no
suburbs which were settled in the 1950s and 1960s—suburbgy in the world that we would say, ‘It's a bit difficult to
such as Warradale, Seacombe Gardens, Sturt, Seavidwok after them: we will just put them in a home.’ That is
Downs, Seacombe Heights, Mitchell Park and Clovellyalmost unheard of in society these days. But when it comes
Park—there is a very high proportion of older people. Thato a parent who is 85 years old, often that is the response—
is why | am particularly concerned about these issues. | com&Vell, we can’t have them living with us: they have to go into
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a home.’ | know it is a very difficult decision, but all | can happy to supply further details to anyone who wants to
say is that society has not really come up with the solutiongnquire about these ideas.
for that sort of problem. The notion of better partnerships between health agencies,
The Labor Party in its platform before the 1997 electionincluding hospitals, increased funding where it can be
provided a lot of clues to solving these issues. Some of thafforded at the most critical aspects of health care for older
issues inevitably involve more funding, but there are othepeople and issues concerning personal security all form part
things which can be done and which do not necessarilpf Labor’s approach to health. Before the last election we also
simply mean throwing more dollars at the problem. Greateput forward the concept of a patients’ rights charter, which
coordination, for example, between hospitals, nursing homesould inform every South Australian of their rights and
and other government agencies is required to ensure thegsponsibilities in respect of hospitals and health care
people are cared for properly when they come out of hospitagenerally. We also put forward the idea of hospital report
for example. Systems are in place at the moment, but | reallgards, in the sense of a careful annual assessment of hospital
believe there can be improvement in that regard. services. | know that the staff at Flinders Medical Centre and
Another topic concerns a lot of older people—hundredsthe Daws Road Repatriation Hospital are performing miracles
of people whom | have come across in my area—and that isnder pressure, but that pressure is increasing week by week.
the basic issue of dental care. People are worried about thedihave met people who live in Mitchell Park and who have
teeth. A lot of older people | have met are getting to the pointhosen to live in Mitchell Park because they will be near the
where they cannot afford to go to a private dentist, and théospital, yet when they have been taken to hospital in an
government funded dental clinic has had the guts ripped o@mbulance they are taken into the city because Flinders and
of it in terms of funding. It is almost impossible to wait to Daws Road are full. One day that extra half an hour of travel
receive dental treatment at places such as the clinic &buld be critical. We have not got our hospital system right
Somerton Park. The waiting list is incredibly long for and, if it means more funding to get it right, then that is what
sometimes quite urgent treatment. | have met people whbwill be campaigning for amongst my colleagues.
cannot speak properly and literally cannot chew properly, but The issue of better domiciliary care needs to be addressed.
they get by because there is no readily available alternativée must not think that the solution to our health care
I am particularly talking about people who live on the old ageproblems is solely in terms of fixing the hospitals.
pension and who may only have a few hundred dollars inthe Members interjecting:
bank. They are not game to see a private dentist and pay The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mitchell has the
hundreds of dollars to get the problem fixed, because literallgall.
they may not be able to afford it, and there is no longer a Mr HANNA: Thank you, sir. It is also involves providing
readily available alternative. better care to older people who want to stay in their homes
There is also a concern about the mental health of oldeand, if they need bandages changed or medication to be
South Australians. We have discovered more and more abourtgested in a particular way, then it is the community’s
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, but we have a long wagsponsibility through state or federal government’s provision
to go in terms of catering properly for people who have thesef services to ensure that that care can be provided.
conditions in our community. It is getting to the pointwhere  In the time remaining today | want to touch on a couple
there is more demand for nursing home services than ai other issues. This week | attended the opening of a very
supplied and, unless we find a different way of doing thingspowerful, emotive and significant exhibition in Adelaide. It
we will have a lot of people suffering in their own home or is being held in Edmund Wright House, a venue which is now
being diverted to hospital beds, instead of being properlysed for art exhibitions and the like. | refer to an exhibition
cared for in suitable long-term accommodation. concerning thé@iary of Anne FrankHer story, as recorded
Another issue concerning older South Australians is thain the diary she wrote while in hiding during the Nazi
of their personal security. Every week in the press we read afccupation of the Netherlands, is inspirational to us all; and
home invasions, bashings and so on: there is a lot of fear iihis highly relevant to our present circumstances in Australia
the community. Every time | go doorknocking in a particularwhen time and again we see racism rearing its ugly head and
street these issues are raised, especially by older people. Tive see the dangers of excluding and discriminating against
statistics show that older people are not more at risk of beingarticular sections of the community. It is happening in
bashed or robbed than younger people, but understandabfustralia today and it happened in the most extreme form
the fear is there because of the personal frailty of a lot ofinder the Nazi domination of Europe.
older people. The feeling that they could not defend them- Anne Frank put down so many positive inspirational
selves if they were attacked understandably leads to featsoughts in her diary. She showed so much understanding of
about their personal security. In this regard, | pay tribute tdherself, her community and the times in which she lived that
the Labor leader, Mike Rann, and the shadow attorneyeveryone can gain something from the exhibition currently
general, Mick Atkinson, who have repeatedly called fortaking place at Edmund Wright House. | commend it to
measures which would meet those fears. members and to the community generally. Opening that
What | have said in the community over and over agairexhibition was Peter Sellars, the Atrtistic Director of the next
is that the single greatest deterrent to the commission dkdelaide Festival, and he spoke poetically and powerfully of
crimes, whether or not it be against older people or whethethe need for acceptance of everyone in our society. He really
it be against property or the person, is the likelihood of beingvas quite inspirational. We need people such as himin South
caught; and, if you accept that proposition, it is obvious thaAustralia to lift us out of the cultural stagnation that | believe
the solution is having a more visible police presence. That is/e are experiencing under the current government.
what we need and | know that the Labor Party has been Finally, | take a moment to pay my compliments to
firmly committed to that for a long time. | have already Dr Bob Such, the member for Fisher: it must have been quite
referred to one or two of the solutions put forward by thea courageous decision for him to leave the Liberal Party. He
Labor Party in respect of these problems and | am quités one of the members of parliament who has enjoyed respect
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across party boundaries more than most of the MPs arourtdke the tough decisions that are necessary in the public
here. Itis a sign of what is happening in the Liberal Party thainterest. It was seen only recently that Peter Beattie backed
he has decided to take this step. We have seen in the Liberalit on proclaiming his own legislation with respect to the
Party the increasing dominance of the executive and théestruction of the native vegetation in his own state, which
domination of just one person. Parliament is meant to béas a directimpact on the Murray-Darling Basin concerning
running the state, but it does not work that way. The execsalinity.
utive dominates parliament, one particular faction of the We also saw the Queensland government refuse to place
Liberal Party dominates the executive and one or twa cap in connection with the water that is drawn from that
particular people dominate that faction which dominates théasin. We have seen the New South Wales Labor government
executive. The people are sick of it and will make theirrefuse (even though it has agreed to the cap) to adhere to the
judgment at the next election. cap in terms of the amount of water and to enforce that cap
because of the political sensitivities of the electorates in those
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | will try to keep my areas. We have also seen, because of the volatility of
remarks to less than 30 minutes although, unfortunately, Victorian politics, one Independent hold the new Victorian
have a habit of using the full time; however, | will try to Labor government to ransom in the sense of insisting that the
make it quicker. The member for Gordon yesterday, ISnowy River be restored to its health, at 28 per cent of its
understood, when | was listening to his contribution, said thaformer flow; and the natural concern we in South Australia
Address in Reply speeches are largely a waste of time. | thinkave is that that could be at our expense.
that the honourable member spoke for just a few minutes and When our resolution was defeated everyone on the Labor
then sat down and, in a sense, he may be right, if that is howarty side said, ‘This will be the new feeling of COAG when
members want to use this debate. However, | believe that e have a federal Labor government in office.” Only the
is a very important time for members of parliament, particu{ollowing day a resolution was introduced by the Premier of
larly backbench members who do not get many opportunitiegictoria, with the support of the Premier of New South
to speak on wide-ranging subjects. Wales, which said that a commonwealth Labor government
Ordinarily we are caught by standing orders and we camwould, in cooperation with those two states, do something
debate only the bills that are before the House. In terms adbout increasing the flow of the Snowy River. There was no
raising other issues, whether they relate to our own constitumention in that original resolution that South Australia would
encies or particular interests in policy areas, or whatevebe at the table to make sure that our interests were protected.
there are very few opportunities other than a five minute It was only after Senator Schacht raised that issue on the
grievance—when you can get it—to expand on some of youfloor of the conference that it was guaranteed that South
views. Likewise, the time available to raise issues thafustralia would be inserted in our platform so that any such
members would like to raise concerning their local electorat@egotiations must include the South Australian government.
or other more broader-based issues relating to the governange much for this grand new feeling of COAG, a feeling of
of this state, by whichever party is in power, is somewhainclusiveness, because it just will not happen. The eastern
circumscribed, particularly for backbench members. Therestates will not do anything to their own detriment to support
fore, if the member for Gordon does not want to contribute South Australia. The issues surrounding the Murray-Darling
| am happy for him not to do so. That allows other member®asin in terms of restoring its health are well known to the
to take up his time. scientists and to the CSIRO. All they ask are two questions:
| want to touch on three areas today, the first of which isdo you have the political will to do what is necessary; and,
the Murray-Darling Basin. At the recent national conferencesecondly, are you prepared to pay for it?
of the Labor Party in Hobart of which | was a delegate, | believe that the public of Australia would be prepared to
Senator Chris Schacht and | moved a proposition which weay for it—even if that meant an environmental levy of some
knew would be defeated on the floor of the national confersort—if they actually saw the work being done and it was not
ence. However, we wanted to raise the issue. The deteriorarasted by time-consuming wrangling between state Premiers
tion of the Murray-Darling Basin and its vital restoration in who, frankly, cannot see beyond the boundaries of their own
health for the whole of our community, particularly here in state. | again adhere to my view that if we are going to clean
South Australia, warrants drastic action and, in particular, thep the Murray-Darling Basin, which is absolutely vital to this
transfer of state sovereignty on matters surrounding thstate, the only effective means of doing it is giving the
Murray-Darling Basin to the commonwealth government. constitutional power to the commonwealth and allowing it to
That proposition was defeated overwhelmingly, particularget on with it.
ly after the speech made by the Labor Premier of Queensland, | do not believe that any New South Wales government
Peter Beattie, who made it quite clear that Queensland wouldill close down the ridiculous open irrigation that occurs on
not countenance handing over sovereignty with respect tthe Hay Plains for rice and cotton growing, where more than
anything, let alone something as important as the Murray50 per cent of the water is evaporated—our most precious
Darling Basin. People spoke fulsomely with respect to thisesource and 50 per cent of it evaporates. We know that we
new feeling in COAG when we will have Labor governmentsare spending money in terms of putting in closed piping, and
everywhere, state and federal, which will see the revitalithe like, which was announced recently, but | do not believe
sation of the Murray-Darling Basin effected through athatthose sorts of measures will be quick enough to address
cooperative effort between South Australia, the eastern statéise problems. The rate of deterioration of the Murray-Darling
and the commonwealth government. Basin is occurring at a faster rate than we can remediate it,
Senator Schacht and | disagreed because we do not beliaweless very drastic action is taken.
that you can trust a vital resource, such as the Murray-Darling Only the commonwealth government has the political
Basin, to state Premiers or state parliaments: they are far tggpwer and should have the constitutional power and, in
parochial. | do not believe, for instance, that Premiers, Laboparticular, the capacity to raise the necessary funds to be able
or Liberal, in New South Wales, Victoria or Queensland will to do it, because if people are going to have their livelihoods
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taken away from them, such as closing down cotton fieldswould encourage members to take more seriously their
rice farms and paddies, and so on, they obviously must beesponsibilities to their electors.
compensated, as do those communities that live off them.  Another point that | make is that the standing committees
The other point | want to raise is the issue of electoraPf the House of Assembly need to be changed quite signifi-
reform. The member for Adelaide raised this area of virtuafantly.: At the moment they are executive dominated,
members of the Legislative Council—cyberspace-typdVhichever party is in office. By and large, particularly where
people. That matter has been dealt with adequately b€ governmenthas an outright majority, compliant chairper-
members of the Labor Party and | agree with them: it is £°NS usually head the committees and little information can
nonsense. It would be far better to get rid of the Legislative®® 9/€aned. We need a series of committees in which all
members of the House can be actively involved in finding out

Council. | adhere to that view and we should do it. However, >
| am also aware that to pass any resolution by way of°re about the workings of government and the process of

referendum that would allow for the abolition of the Legis- '€9islation. The opposition, which would ordinarily have two

lative Council could be done only if you made far-rangingoumf five positions, if five remains the number, should have
reforms to the House of Assembly. the power to subpoena public servants and ministers, as a

normal committee could do, to make sure that they have to

| believe that we could do it where the House of Assembly, ynear and answer questions. That would create greater
was elected on a proportional representation basis using “ﬂffgnsparency and accountability.

Tasmanian Hare-Clarke system. The basis of the electorates 1o argument against proportional representation in the

would be the existing federal divisions in South Australia, g se of Assembly, which is used particularly by the two
and the people would elect four members from each of thg,aior parties, is that there will be greater political instability.
12 divisions. Unfortunately, after the next federal elec'[lon,|ta|y is often used as an example, or some other western
itlooks like South Australia will be reduced to 11 divisions, pations that have proportional representation, such as Israel.
and that would give us 44 members. There would be af}, those countries, PR has gone to a ridiculous length where
overall net reduction in the number of MPs from 69 to 44 'fpeople with a handful of votes—well under 5 per cent—get
South Australia’s federal divisions were reduced from 12 torepresentation. In Germany a candidate must have 5 per cent

11. Why four? That would mean on a PR basis that any partycrass the board to score a position in its equivalent of the
person or group who gets 20 per cent of the vote would bgy,,se of Assembly.

represented in one of those electorates. The two major parties |, this parliament, the government is subject to minor

would still dominate the system for the time being, but it o rties or Independents. In the parliament of 1989 to 1993 the
would give a place for the Democrats and for significany 5por government was subject to the support of Independ-
Independents. ents. Legislation has to go through the Legislative Council in

I would also use Robson rotation for the purposes ofiny event. A party may be in office but it does not govern
electing members because | believe that the list system asviithout the support of the Legislative Council, which is
is used in the Legislative Council is a disgrace. They areontrolled by the Democrats, Independents and other minor
supposed to be elected by the people of South Australia, bparties, and that is likely to be the case for a very long time
they are not. Within the Liberal and Labor parties, candidateget. Why not have it all in the one house? In terms of
present themselves before the 200 delegates from each gdvernment falling because of a change of attitude by some
those parties to seek their support for preselection at themembers, we face that situation already.
annual convention or state council. The higher up the order In my view, over the next couple of decades or so there
on the ticket a candidate is, the more certain that person is @fill be one repeat, if that, of the 1993 landslide that saw
being elected under the list system. Labor totally routed at the polls and the Liberal Party secure

An honourable member interjecting: something like three-q_uarters of the seats in this House pf

i ) Assembly. But even with three-quarters of the seats in this

Mr CLARKE: As | said, | would get rid of them .hamper the Liberal Party was in office but it did not govern
altogether. | am pointing out the problem of the Legislativepacause it did not have the numbers in the Legislative
Council. Its electorate, by and large, does not comprise the g ncil. | am grateful in that sense that the Legislative
one million voters of South Australia but a majority of the Council was there because the government did not have the
200 delegates whose eye they need to catch to secure thg{impers in the Council and its legislation was often thwarted.
vote. They are the only ones in whom candidates arGye o not need that bulwark if the House of Assembly is
interested in terms of maintaining & high enough position 0Ryected on a proportional representation basis, using the Hare-
the party list to be elected. If the basis of election is proporg g,k system and Robson rotation, and a strengthening of the
tional representation, as it is in our party, if a candidate haggmmittee system.
about 60 to 70 votes out of 200 delegates, that person will be Many people in the executive arm of government, Liberal
No. 1 on the ticket and guaranteed of election, and they wil},, Labor, will say that this would impede how we do our
never have to do any other work at all to retain the_ir positionyork. Well, that is tough, because members of parliament on
thereafter, as long as they keep 60 to 70 people in the parfyyih sides of the House, on the back bench in particular, are
happy. fed up with having to do the bidding of ministers on issues

| prefer the Robson rotation method. It causes membersf which have little understanding and with which they have
in the same party to have to compete against one another rad no involvement in the policy deliberations. They are just
terms of attracting votes, but what does that mean? It meamspected to support positions in parliament and in public that
that the members have to work their electorates like we in ththey themselves do not understand or agree with. With the
House of Assembly must do in single member electorates.type of system that | have outlined, | believe there would be
do not think that is such a bad thing. It would mean thatfar greater comprehension by ordinary members of parlia-
whilst we are competing against other parties and alsment and greater scrutiny of individual ministers in the way
amongst ourselves, the electorate gets a better service.thiey conduct their business. Quite frankly, a minister who
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does not know his job and who cannot put up with thein the Supreme Court last year, the public interest demands
pressure of scrutiny should not be here in the first place. WHhat the political parties are subject to electoral laws which
are not here to cuddle mugs. We are talking about therovide that ‘the way in which you govern yourselves must
governance of this state and, if ministers are not up to it, be democratic and your executives must be accountable to
have no hesitation in saying that there is an army of volunyour members’. Just as we insist on voting for our ordinary
teers waiting to take their place if they cannot or do not feemembers of parliament and for our trade union officials, it is
that they are up to the job. one member, one vote. There is little pointand it is a farce in

| believe that the electorate is getting so disenchanted withaving a democratic system in terms of our individual
the major parties overall—of Tweedledum and Tweedledeelectorates, whether it be the Senate or the Legislative
and of no real accountability or transparency, no matter whiclCouncil, if the political parties who put up their candidates
party is in power—that they will increasingly move away for public office are not based on democratic principles, on
from the two major parties. Under preference arrangementsemocratic control by their membership. We have witnessed
and so on there must be a two-party preferred vote, so one orall major political parties, not just the Labor Party, stacking
other of the two major parties gets a vote. The non-committeend illegalities that have taken place—and will continue to
or swinging vote has grown from when | first started gettingtake place—unless we start applying the same rigorous tests
interested in parliament in the early to mid 1960s, when théo our internal governance as we apply to others.
swinging vote was less than 10 per cent, to now, where itis In relation to public companies, for example, we insist that
at least 25 per cent and growing. If state parliaments are tminority shareholders cannot be oppressed by the majority;
remain relevant to the community, the major parties cannadh relation to trade unions we insist on a system of govern-
be blinkered and say that that this is how it is going to stayance on the basis of rank and file control—and rightly so. It
that it will remain preferential voting and single member does not mean that the parliament has to legislate exactly and
electorates. | think the population will demand more radicabe totally prescriptive as to how political parties govern
reform. themselves, what their federal and state divisions should be.

My last point is in relation to the question of democracy.The trade unions are not told by the Industrial Relations Act,
We have good laws with respect to the conduct of electionsThis is how you must run yourselves.’ It gives a very general
whether it be at local government or general elections; weguideline. | would continue to encourage debate on that issue
have fairness in the electoral boundaries and tight lawand, in fact, | have submitted my thoughts along those lines
governing the way in which we run ourselves in terms of theto a joint standing committee of the federal government on
parliament and the Public Service. But what we do not havéhis point.
are any laws governing how political parties govern them-
selves. We have seen One Nation, for example, get public Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | support the Address in Reply
funding when only three people actually control One Nationand the Governor's speech outlining this government'’s
David Ettridge, David Oldfield and Pauline Hanson were theproposals for the next 12 months. Having been here for some
directors. It was a private company. They had members bgeven years, | know it has been depressing to be in govern-
the members could not discipline or control the executivenent and continually run a budget that did not allow us to
arm. They had access to a lot of taxpayers’ dollars. We havearry out the programs we would have liked to carry out.
seen the most recent example with the establishment of tHeovernments and parties come and go: it is the way in which
No GST Party and the No Nuclear Dumps Party. Thepolitics operates. One party is in power today and then it is
electoral laws do not provide legislative backing that theout; and it comes back again a few years later. But | would
political parties themselves have to be democratic. like to see, just for once, when a Liberal party is re-elected

Trade unions hold a privileged position in society in termsto govern, that it comes into a situation where at least there
of their ability to represent members and non-members tis some money in the Treasury.
seek or vary awards, to seek enterprise agreements, or to | know that even David Tonkin’s coming in after Des
undertake protective action, and society demands, in retur@orcoran—and it is not fair to blame Des because he was not
for the privileged position, that there is a clause in thethere for very long following the Dunstan government—there
Industrial Relations Act which provides that ‘the rules of thatwas very little finance left in the Treasury. Certainly, when
organisation must be democratic’. At the end of the day, the&ve came into government in December 1993 what was
officers and executive of the organisation must be responsivencovered was one huge financial mess. In a way, | did feel
and responsible to their members: one member, one votesbrry for John Bannon because, having worked with him for
believe itis high time that our electoral laws at an Australiarsix years as Lord Mayor, | know that he was a genuine and
national and federal level did likewise. honest fellow who had his entire interests in the state of South

There has been much said about branch stacking in th&ustralia but was let down badly by people he appointed to
Labor Party, whether it be here or in Queensland, but let upositions that caused the financial mess.
also remember the seat of Morphett in the lead up to 1997 That being said, it still did not alleviate the problems that
election where the Liberal Party membership grew in leapsve encountered when coming into government. Even today,
and bounds in the matter of a day or two by several hundredaving sold off many assets and bringing the debt down to
members. We recall that, in the preselection for Colton$3 billion, we still find that we cannot carry out public works
because of the rules of the Liberal Party, they had a hugprograms or spending in public hospitals that we would have
influx of members who never lived in Colton. Liberal Party liked. The philosophy of the Liberal Party is quite clear: if
rules allowed for that. Branch stacking also took place in thegou do not have the money then you cannot spend it. It tends
federal seat of Ryan, in Defence Minister Moore’s seat, byto be the opposite situation with the Labor Party: it wants to
a large number of people who never lived in the electoratestay in government for as long as it can and, therefore, it will

I firmly believe that when political parties put their hands spend to try to be all things to all people, to deliver every-
out for millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money in subsidiesthing irrespective of what it costs. That is when we were
to run the political parties, as was evidenced in my own casseeing budgets of $350 million running over year after year.
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It is like running a household: you just cannot spend mordingerlings and stock for all these products, and again there
than you are earning because there comes a day when yseems to be a huge market for our fresh sea products.
have to tally it up and you cannot do it. We have also seen the development of the olive oil

That is what Labor governments have done and we hav@dustry. | know that the three major producing countries,
always had to come into power, take over, try to get the megéaly, Greece and Spain, are very concerned about the activity
straightened up entirely, and run a state at the same timethat is going on here in Australia, but mainly in South
have been impressed with this government's actions over teustralia where | see that, along with the wine industry, the
past seven years—I think it is the business background. THalive oil industry will be very important in years to come.
Premier has gone out and delivered so many new industriédready the Greek and Italian governments are subsidising
to South Australia. We have seen call centres established: v@eir producers. At Gaganis Brothers the other day | asked

have seen information technology expand; and we have seéfy a particular four litre tin of olive oil had dropped by $4
agricu|ture bring in crops at record levels. to $5, and | was told about the concern of those overseas

Only a few months ago, | was at Virginia, where, not dovernments aboutwhat isto happen here in South Austrglia.
y 9 9 'Iaﬂey are really afraid that their market to Australia will

having been out there for 10 years, | was absolutely amaze . -
to see the number of Cambodian, Vietnamese and Chine gllapse entirely once the South Australian market comes on

along with the old, established Greek and Italian families!M&: . L
The volume being produced out there, especially now with ! Pelieve that, like the wine industry, eventually South
the extra resources of the pipeline bringing treated effluenfpustralia will produpe probably the very best virgin olive oil
from Bolivar, which was this government's initiative, is 2nd also that we will also be able to put on the table unad-
something | have never seen grown at Virginia previouslyulterated olive oil, unlike what | believe has been coming

When | spoke to quite a few growers, especially the AsiarifoM (;tgly, Sdpain gmd (ireetct(re], wheg otther thingtsgave the|n
growers, | asked how Australia or South Australia coulgMX€d In and we do not get the proauct we want. kecently
ave tried the olive oil of some of our boutique growers, and

possibly take this volume of fresh fruit and vegetables, an
I was told that in many instances some of them never sold RMUSt say that the product that | have tasted from South
ustralia is the finest | have ever had in my life. | can see in

solitary thing to the Australian market, because they ha o X X
established export markets in the South-East Asian region a other 10 years’ time that industry being one of the greatest
were therefore selling to the Malaysian markets and int&MPloyers of the lot.

Hong Kong and Thailand, and that we are virtually the food_. ' Will not speak for long, but | always say that the success
basket of South-East Asié. of agovernment is judged by the amount of building activity

Credit { 00 to the Premier. b h ke toal nd investment shown by the private sector. When you have
redit must go to the Fremier, because he Spoke 10 a gk hfiqence in a government you invest in the state. What is

?f .SOUth 'SUStlrl‘?‘“art' Int(EIUSXIESt Wlhose focEstwazon rgamﬁcﬁappening in the state at the moment reflects on the govern-
uring and setling to the Australian market and said, Whymant at this moment a new, five star, boutique international

don’tyou expand your horizons and look to expanding your, e/ is heing developed in the old Treasury building in
business by supplying the overseas markets?” He also set Upnia square adjacent to the Adelaide Town Hall. A new

trac_ie missions atter]ded by varipus ministers together with o gtar hotel is also being built in the Adelaide Building in
major South Australian companies, and these markets weg

; : . ) aymouth Street opposite the Topham Mall. The new
established. That is why today on a per capita basis, SOU{R, ention Centre is there to be seen by all South Aust-
Australia’s exports, which are now in excess of $6 billion a

e li ill I 1 2001, with th
year, are the largest of any state of Australia; it was the resui lans and will be completed by 1 September 2001, with the

. = X t Id li f the wine industry, which it i
of the foresight and vision shown by the Premier and theesstimvgt)(;d S((:)(meege(r)l(():g d%leggtgg,lr\:\ﬁlllgeisttg\d\i/\r,]gl.c s

ministers who have supported the policy of looking at that In January 2001 we will see the demolition of the old
market. _ police building in Victoria Square and the development of the
We have seen what has happened to manufacturinggmmonwealth courts. Earthworks have already commenced
establishments such as Holden’s and Mitsubishi since wgn the new international and domestic terminals at the
came into government in 1993. The present level of exportadelaide Airport, with the completion date scheduled
and the manufacturing taking place in GMH are at recordor June 2002. We have seen that the bridge has now been
levels, never having been achieved previously in the historyyined at Hindmarsh Island, something that could not be
of South Australia. That market is expanding all the time. Weaccomplished by the previous Labor government, because it
have seen the change of ownership of Mitsubishi, with gvanted to cave in to the demands of the Aboriginal commun-
different philosophy, and already | notice that they now havety, when it is now evident that not all of those allegations
orders coming in from Saudi Arabia. They are looking for aghout native title and women'’s business were correct. In April
complete turn-around of their business and to remain a verye will see the commencement of the $45 million refurbish-
important part of South Australian manufacturing for a longment of the Adelaide Oval that will lift the amount of seating
time to come. for cricket patrons from 30 000 to 40 000. We are also seeing
We have seen the development of aquaculture, andthe commencement of building on the apartments in Hind-
suppose a lot of that credit must also go to the Deputynarsh Square. That $85 million project will make a signifi-
Premier, who has taken on that portfolio. Aquaculture activitycant change to city living.
is increasing at the rate of 40 per cent a year. The world We have seen an increase in city living. We saw this
demand for South Australian products such as tuna, lobstegpvernment support Max Lieberman in the development of
prawns, blue swimmer crabs, abalone and oysters producélte East End markets, and that has probably become one of
in the pristine waters of the West Coast of South Australia ishe best residential developments in the city of Adelaide.
expanding at an amazing rate. Let us give some credit to thEhere have been some wonderful other announcements too,
previous government for setting up SARDI at West Beachwith the Adelaide based company Vision Abell being
because that research centre is now spawning and providimgvarded a contract by the Australian defence ministry to
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build a $62 million advanced ground radar system, which will The Acting Speaker would be well aware that as a mayor
include innovative night goggles, night weapons, sights anth a previous local government body it, too, adhered strictly
laser aiming devices that will allow for 24 hour operation byto the budget, and let us hope for the sake of the people of
our defence forces. We have seen General Motors-HoldenSouth Australia that, as governments change in the future,
make a commitment to develop an $80 million Souththey realise they have a responsibility to work within the
Australian production facility which will be known as budget and not just hand it out and worry later how they will
General Motors Defence Australia and which will be used tgpay it, because there are very few assets now left you that can
establish a United States military industrial plant to producde sold in future to try to balance the budget.
turrets for high tech armoured personnel carriers. I will make a couple of comments about my own elector-
The Premier's comments were that many companies wilite. | am very proud that in the past seven years the real estate
be required to supply components, technology and expertisalues in the areas of Henley and Grange, in the Colton
and that we are planning that in the future South Australiawmlistrict which | represent, have escalated alarmingly because
companies with steel fabrication experience, including lasethe younger people—second and third home buyers—are now
and steel cutting, x-ray weld testing and ballistic welding will realising what great benefits there are in living at West
be included. Again, it is a new industry. We have seen ouBeach, Henley and Grange. You are only 10 minutes from
own Hills Industries recently purchase a company in Queengslenelg, 10 minutes from the West Lakes shopping centre
land called Welded Tube Mills. This again will mean moreand football stadium, and you are 15 minutes away from the
manufacturing industry, and they are expecting next year toity; and real estate down there on the latest figures released
lift their manufacturing to about $130 million a year. were second only to North Adelaide as one of the fastest
One of the other most exciting things happening in Soutlgrowing areas.
Australia because of the expansion of the wine industry—and The other thing with which | am happy in my time here
credit must go to the government for this—is the establishis that | have been able to retain each of my seven primary
ment of a $130 million wine bottle manufacturing plant schools and my one high school. Henley High School, which
announced for the Barossa Valley. AMCOR Limited isnow has in excess of 900 students, has something like 350 on
saying that it is to build a state-of-the-art glass wine bottlehe waiting list and, through the generosity of the Minister for
plant near Gawler that will produce over 200 million bottlesEducation and back to school grants, when | went to that
annually and employ more than 300 staff when full capacityschool in my first few months in office it was experiencing
is reached. huge problems because of gutters that had rusted through and
We have seen the Premier go out and win the support tequipment that was out of date. We had a downpour in
establish Malaysia Airlines here, with its fleet of more thanFebruary 1994, and the principal called me up because, as the
100 modern aircraft servicing over 110 destinations across sstudents were trying to go from the schoolyard into the
continents. It has given its commitment and confirmed itschool, they were getting showered by the water because the
choice of Adelaide for its new consolidation Australian gutters were rusted right through. | phoned up and within a
reservations call centre. This will create more than 100 newnatter of days everything had been replaced.
positions—additional employment opportunities—as wellas | recently had a problem with Henley Primary School,
benefit the state in commercial tourism and promotion.  where the old pipes that were built of the old corrugated iron
Moving to the Auditor-General's Report, | know that the were rusted through. | telephoned the Minister and said that
shadow Treasurer, the member for Hart, has made public thahe children would not drink water from the taps because of
because the Auditor-General’'s Report is coloured red, therle problem. Within two weeks everything had been dug up
is a warning to the Government. | find his commentsand all the pipes were replaced. | even got a mention in the
amazing, because he is a man who was political adviser tocal school community paper for the efficiency with which
two previous Premiers—Bannon and Arnold—and a part othe matter had been handled.
a government that painted South Australia in red and did not Mr Scalzi interjecting:
simply print reports in red. He is picking up the Auditor- Mr CONDOUS: They did not do anything. Not only have
General's Report and trying to make something out of it, and retained my seven primary schools and one high school but
in reality we know, having watched him thumb through asalso | am proud to walk through them knowing that they are
soon as he received it, that it would not have pleased hirin great condition and providing good education facilities for
very much because the Auditor-General’s Report has givetie local community.
substantial support to the government’s activities on a number Henley Square has continued to develop. Another five
of policy issues. restaurants have set up since | have been representing the
We took over from a government that thought there wasrea. | have encouraged people to come and establish, and
nothing wrong with spending $300 million over budget aHenley Square has now become the focus of an area where
year. | found that mentality when | came here rather alarmingne can have a wonderful array of people of multicultural and
as | came from the position of Lord Mayor of the Adelaide different backgrounds and enjoy the ambience of probably
City Council, and our policy there was to leave $2 million in one of the best seaside resorts in South Australia. | say that
a contingency plan to fund anything unforeseen that aroséecause | find Glenelg appalling. | cannot stand the Magic
There was a strict policy that if it was not in the budget youMountain. | am sick and tired of being there with all the high-
did not spend it. You did not do it but were told to put it into rise buildings. You feel that you are in Surfers Paradise,
next year's budget and, if we had the finances, we would devhereas in Henley we have that wonderful feel and it is a
it then. That is why today the Adelaide City Council is onewonderful area.
of the most, if not the most, financially sound local govern-  In my position as Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier
ment body in the country: because it works within its budgeton Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs, | have enjoyed the
I hope that all future governments realise that they cannaelationship | have had with 152 different nationalities and
satisfy any future needs because you have to work within thatthnic communities in South Australia. It is a bipartisan
budget. approach, but the wonderful thing about South Australia is
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the fact that here we have these 152 nationalities, irrespectihiring the parliamentary recess period, and that is the
of colour, race or religion, living in total harmony with each announcement that was made by the government on 25
other. My duty to attend functions of those multicultural August about the finding of cadmium in a certain part of the
communities—from the Cambodian, Vietnamese, Chinesalest Lakes area. | use the terminology ‘a certain part’ very
Italian, German, Polish and Greek communities—has beedeliberately, because when this appeared in the media that
an absolute delight. | throw them all in together. It has beemlay, and also following that particular day, local residents
an honour to have worked with them and | admire the inputvere concerned because first public impressions were that
that they have had in the development of South Australiathis particular finding was for all of the West Lakes area, and
Had we not had this great multicultural mix in this state, wethat is certainly not the case.

would still be in the dark era. Those multicultural and The day that the government made the announcement
different communities have made the state of South Australiabout the finding of cadmium was the very same day that |
what it is today. was informed by the minister about this particular problem.

| also pay tribute to the CEO of the Office of Multicultural Obviously, it went into the public domain as a result of media
and International Affairs, Sev Ozdowski, who | think hasannouncements and so forth. At the time— on that weekend,
been an absolutely wonderful CEO. The support he has givdrbelieve, but also following—information was sent to local
me in carrying out my job has been fantastic. residents as a result of the EPA sending out a newsletter. So

Of course, | have made a decision that the time has comietended to be a little bit of a trickle approach, in that the first
for me to retire from parliament at the calling of the next statessome local residents found out about this was as a result of
election because, after 33 years of public life, | would like tothe press conference that was held by the government in
wake up in the morning and say, ‘Well, Steve, what do yowconjunction with the EPA. At that press conference two
want to do today?’ That might include going back to myministers were present (the Minister for the Environment and
father’s island of Kastellorizo in the Dodecanese Islands irthe Minister for Human Services), as well as Stephen Walsh,
Greece and spending a bit of time there. Yes, | can see thegpresenting the EPA. | was also informed on that day that it
the Acting Speaker wants to go along as well, and | would bavas the intention of the government to have a series of
delighted to take her. meetings that would commence on the following Monday,

I would like to pursue my great love of cricket. Eric thatthese meetings would be limited to about 30 people and
Freeman takes a group of some 25 people away with him tthat, if need be, these would be strung out over the next few
follow the Australian cricket team around the world. | would weeks.
not do it on my own but | would certainly do it with a group, =~ Needless to say, that was hardly a strategy which was
and | know that Eric puts together a fine tour. | would alsogoing to work, and, of course, at the first meeting that was
like to spend more time with the two most important loves ofneld on the following Monday night at the Lakes Resort
my life, my wife Angela and my daughter Stacey. Hotel—a meeting that had catered for 30 people—there were

I would like to say that the greatest single achievement irpproximately 80 people present. It became very evident very
my 33 years of politics has been working with the communityquickly that this particular strategy would not work, that the
of South Australia, because | think South Australians are geople of West Lakes deserved the opportunity to come
different type of person from people in any other part oftogether in a bigger public meeting so that concerns could be
Australia, and | have travelled the whole of this wonderfulexpressed about the issue at hand and also, of course, giving
country. But | think we are more compassionate people: wghe opportunity for local residents to be able to come together
cry when we are hurt and we scream when we are angry-en masse.
and rightly so. I know that South Australians are critical, but  Subsequent to that first meeting a decision was very
they deserve the right to criticise when they believe that it igjuickly made—and | acknowledge the decision that was
justified to do so. Deep down, | find that the people that ltaken by Stephen Walsh as Chairman of the Environment
have represented over the past 33 years are some of the mBsotection Authority—to immediately facilitate and give the
genuine people that | have ever been associated with. Thatpportunity for a bigger public meeting, which was subse-
along with the people to people contact and experiences thgtently held on the Thursday. Some 500 people attended the
| have gone through, will live with me forever. Thursday public meeting, which provided people with the

Probably the single most important thing was the relationopportunity to be able to express their particular point of
ship that | had with those people. | love my state, | certainlyview. Also, of course, it enabled people to release some of the
love my city, but, most of all, | love the people that live in it. tension that had obviously built up as a result of the an-
All I can say to the ratepayers that | represented for 25 yeargouncement that had been made on the previous Friday.
on the Adelaide City Council and to my present constituents As members would appreciate, an issue of this delicacy
in my electorate is thank you very much for giving me theis obviously a very sensitive issue. It is an issue which has to
honour, through the ballot box, to represent you. May Gode handled very carefully, and it is an issue where a process
bless you all, and thank you for giving me a great time andeeds to be established. | might say that after what | think
a great life. was a very sluggish start by the government, the Environment

Protection Authority, led by Stephen Walsh, needs to be

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | would also like to support the acknowledged, because from the time that agreement had
motion and on behalf of the electors of Lee extend my thankbeen reached at the first meeting on the Monday evening that
to both His Excellency the Governor and Lady Neal. | thinka public meeting would be held and that public meeting took
we are all very lucky that we have people of such highplace, | think that a process has been put in place. The
competence who go about their duties in such a generoc®mmunity is working with the EPA in a very constructive
way. | think it is something that we should all be very proudway to try to find solutions to the issue at hand. That is what
of. we must now be about: we must be about finding solutions.

I would like to draw to the attention of the House a very  Preliminary testing, since the first information was made
serious local issue that has occurred in the electorate of Lesvailable to us as a community, is of a positive nature. The
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initial announcement left us in some uncertainty as to how bigommunity that no resources will be spared to enable all the
this problem was but, subsequent to the first announcemetdsting to be completed and that information from the
that was made on 25 August, we have received preliminarguthority can be supplied as a matter of priority to local
information as a result of the next batch of testing which igesidents. | am confident that the West Lakes Consultative
fortunately suggesting that the cadmium is limited to aCommittee group (of which | am delighted to be a member)
confined area. Further testing in sensitive locations is nowepresenting the broader local community will work carefully
being undertaken, and we would hope that results will showvith the Environment Protection Authority to bring about
that we are looking at a problem which is limited in naturesolutions for our local area.
but, of course, we have to await that further information. Another issue on which I would like to spend a little time

I think it needs to be said that the local residents havenis afternoon is the ongoing debate at the moment about the
handled this issue with a great deal of maturity and calmnesgicing industry. We know that the twin policy of the govern-
and are to be acknowledged and congratulated for thagment has been the corporatisation of the racing industry and
because we, as a community, are going to be working througie privatisation of the TAB. There is no secret whatsoever
this issue very carefully and clinically with the Environment as to what its agenda is: this government will walk away from
Protection Authority to arrive at solutions. the racing industry; this government will leave the industry

Obviously, the testing needs to be complete. Furthenigh and dry. After grappling with the racing industry for a
testing is taking place in those sensitive areas where thergimber of years—using RIDA as the government’s authority
have been some findings and where the cadmium level i® try to implement policy—the government has now given
higher than the recommended rate, but there also needs to §g on the racing industry and that is what its twin policy of
subsequent testing done in spot areas in the region. | guest corporatisation of the racing industry and the privatisation
that we are working through a process of elimination. Thexf the TAB is all about.
government must assure the local community that the jyst this week we had the Minister for Government
Environment Protection Authority (led by Mr Stephen Walsh)gnterprises on radio talking about the TAB and whether it
can go ahead and do the work that now needs to be completggoyid be sold. In that particular radio interview the minister
unfettered by government. We need a categorical guarantggd that it has been sold for ‘lots of good reasons’, the most
from the Minister for Environment that no resources will bejmportant being that the racing industry ‘will tell you that in
spared to complete the testing that has started in the regivernment hands their profit share is decreasing’. That is not
so that we know the magnitude of the problem with which wey correct statement. The minister has gone on radio talking
are dealing. ) _about the profit share of the TAB decreasing. Let me say that

The other thing that needs to occur—and, to date, this ithe TAB management is livid with the minister. It is in-
happening reasonably well—is that all residents in the regiogensed, and rightly so, with comments of this nature. The
must be informed as quickly as possible. The testing resultsap says that the profitability of its organisation has
will become available on a staged basis, if you like, and §ncreased or has held the line.
think more results will be available maybe today or later this  \y/hen the minister talks about lots of good reasons for

week—that is the information we were given last week. ASqqling the TAB and says that it will tell you that in govern-
those results become available, it is critical that we make th ent hands its profit share is decreasing, he is just not getting
information available as quickly as we can to local residentsy; gt \What this government is about—as it has always been
because one thing worse than having a problem is nQly,q \t \hen it comes to privatisation—is its mad right wing

knowing about the probllem. IThqt(jis Somﬁthil?g tlhat th&joctrine about selling assets. When it comes to the racing
government must assure local residents will take place asigqsiry its twin policy of corporatisation and the privati-

matter of urgency. . _ sation of the TAB is all about walking away from the racing
The government must assure residents, first, that nfyqsiry. It has given up on the racing industry and it wants
resources will be spared in completing testing; secondly, ng, " |aave the industry high and dry. What has become
resources will be spared in regard to the follow-up testingy,remely obvious in the past few weeks—now that we have
'Mad a little time to analyse the figures that were brought into

and, thirdly, of course, the ongoing spot testing will continu€is chamber some time ago in respect of the privatisation of
around the region so that those areas can be eliminated. Ojg, TAB_is that the numbers do not stack up and the
thing is certain: if the government allows the Environment ,i-ictar on radio further highlighted the point.

Protection Authority to work with the consultative commit- People in the racing industry now know that the figures

tee—which has been established as a result of the large publi ; L9
meeting held on the Thursday following the initial announce-d%t forward by the government in respect of the privatisation

ment—they will work through this problem. We would all of the TAB will not have the racing industry any better off

hope that they can do that relatively quickly—obviously, itthan it is currently. On radio the other day when commenting

has to be done carefully—so that we can achieve solutiongbOUI the TAB the minister further said:

Itis a sensitive issue. Obviously, it is something that has _tis in fact not an asset that is growing. As the racing industry
to be handled delicately. Different people have different¥ould tell you, their profit share is at risk.
problems, including health issues. Some people naturalllf that is the case, if the TAB is not growing, how is it that,
have expressed concerns about values, but we would hopecording to the figures put forward by the minister about the
that would be of a limited nature. At this stage we do knowprivatisation of the TAB, from year three to year 10 the TAB
that, according to the Environment Protection Authority,will grow from $620 million turnover to $850 million—that
there are no immediate health problems. In relation to othgs what he told us—and, as a result of that growth in turnover,
areas of concern, we would hope that it will quickly settlethe profit share to the racing industry will increase? However,
down, but, of course, we are reliant on the further testingn radio two days ago he said:

taking place and on the elimination process that is occurring. |t is in fact not an asset that is growing. As the racing industry
| ask that the government make a commitment to the locaill tell you, their profit share is at risk.
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What is at risk is this government’s credibility. He said thathave previously debated extensively, wrong. He has to bring
the asset is not growing. He simply cannot have it both wayshat bill back into this parliament—
If it is not growing, how will the racing industry benefit from Mr McEwen interjecting:
the sale? These figures being put forward by the government Mr WRIGHT: Surely, yes, because after a very extensive
to the racing industry are nothing but a pup and the racingebate (although the minister did not debate it very much) on
industry knows full well what will happen after year three this side of the House, the minister informed us yesterday that
when the guarantees no longer exist. The minister cannéie has to bring it back into the parliament, and he is looking
have it both ways. for the full cooperation of Labor members. As always with
He cannot talk about growth and profits not increasingacing matters, we will provide the minister with full
and, on the other hand, when he puts forward the figures tepoperation, aswe have provided him with all the ideas with
the racing industry, try to demonstrate how it will be betterrespect to racing.
off. The minister cannot argue it both ways. The Minister for ~ The minister made his maiden speech on racing yesterday
Government Enterprises has done a great disservice. He haben he did a dorothy dixer talking about the Office for
talked down the TAB. If the government is going to proceedRacing, which now has been established as a result of
with the sale of the TAB and the minister talks on radio likecorporatisation. He said with some sort of surprise, ‘We
this, how, on behalf of the government, will he maximise theannounced it back in July.” To my understanding corporati-
price that it will get for any sale of the TAB? sation started on 1 October; RIDA was in existence until then;

But we can go one step further. After key people in theS° I presume that _this great _initiative of the minister’s3
racing industry have put forward their case for there not bein§Stablishing the Office for Racing, must have happened in
enough money for the government to sustain that industry (267Y recenttimes. | am sure that the industry will be delighted
a result of the rubbery figures put forward by this govern_to learn of its estabhshment a_md that it hag now been in-
ment, and the government always denies this but it has bedf'med that Mr Barrett is heading up that office. _
caught out in the cold again), Minister Armitage always says, YV can be certain of a couple of things. We can be certain
‘Well, what about Cheltenham?’ Of course, that is code forthat when it comes to this government's policy with respect
“You go and sell Cheltenham to prop up the racing industry.10 the racing industry it wants to walk away; we know that
That has been the agenda of this government for some timBiS government wants to leave the racing industry high and
The government knows that there is not enough money in thé"y- This government has not been able to cope with the
racing industry; it knows that its figures are crook anddebate that has been occurring for some time within the
rubbery; so the code for, ‘What about Cheltenham? is ‘Gdacing industry, and its only answer is to corporatise the

off and sell Cheltenham and that will prop up your industry. "acing itrlldl'iﬁtrty and to Itpr_itvr?tise thr? dT{?BH Itdbelievels,t
Again, when it comes to racing this government ha incorrectly, tat, as a resu, 1t has washed I1s hands complete-

nowhere to hide. The other side of the equation is the Sﬁy of the racing industry. The government believes that no

L L . onger will the racing industry come to government. Well,
called Minister for Racing—the Basil Fawlty of the South how wrong has the government got it? If the government

Q/\l;: t(;acl)hggtrr?glendg e{a:g?:lsr? amhgﬁ ,'i:llerm :]ri]'sst’;errc\g?noesgﬁldthinks that it can get away with that easily, it best think again.
. 19 minister. 1 f . rhe government should quickly reassess the situation and be
this place yesterday trying to justify himself with respect to_ =o'\ comes to the big issue topics that will be

Labor’s policy and our saying, ‘We will have a Minister for L L .
Racing. He knows full well, when he stands up here ancft?r?:tt%ig;;h'mhe racing industry, you do not get away with

shrugs his shoulders and says, ‘Well, we've got a Minister fo

Racing that h s the minstr especialy when talking o, 1S doverent ks that, . pltor comventon
industry people, who said, ‘Well, why would you want a ’ P

racing minister, anyway?' It is a case of the Minister fc)renoughto put forward our policies so that it can grab hold of

. . L L . them, it can think again. | assure the minister that the
gg\/cel?gmnecﬁt wanting a Minister for Racing in a Liberal platform that will be debated this coming convention with

. - ) . respect to racing and all other issues will be done in a logical
_ It is the Minister for Racing who introduces corpora- 5nq calm way but, when it comes to racing, let me also assure
tisation and then appoints lan McEwen as the first Chairmapim that our policies are in the can, ready and waiting to go.

of the corporatised body. He said in this place yesterday.th:lrgur policies have been put together over a long period of
when Labor says, ‘We would have no lan McEwen appointyime 'after long and far-reaching discussions with key people
ments’ that that is a nothing promise. That is so far from they, the racing industry—people about whom this government
truth that it is not funny because, under the minister'sjoes not want to know, talk to or deal with. Let me assure the

corporatisation model, he subsequently appointed lapinister that, as soon as this government has the courage to
McEwen as the first Chairman of the Harness Authority4| an election. he will then find out all about them.

Corporatisation is all about taking away government appoint-
ments from each of these codes, yet the minister comes Mr SNELLING (Playford): | want to use this opportuni-
forward, after the Corporatisation bill haS been debated ang/ to raise a few issues that are topica| in my electorate as
passed, and makes a government appointment. well as some issues of a more general nature. The first local
Unfortunately, as a result of ill-health, Mr McEwen had issue relates to the problems in my electorate with Montague
to resign from that position. It was not unfortunate from theFarm, which is a part of Pooraka. It is an area which, |
point of view of his resigning but, obviously, we are all understand, was developed by the Housing Trust and which
disappointed that his health has obviously not been goodomprises a combination of Housing Trust-owned properties
This minister also identified to the House that he now needas well as privately-owned properties. All in all, it is not such
to bring his corporatisation bill back into the parliament. So,a bad place. The problem, however, is that, in terms of urban
not only has the minister gone through this process but alsdesign, a very poor effort was made in relation to it.
we now find that he got the corporatisation bill, which weMontague Farm has only three exits onto Montague Road,
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and approximately 2 000 people make their homes thereentre and that is where the bus stop was. A year or so ago
Trying to get out onto a busy double carriageway each wagxtensive renovations were done and the Ingle Farm Shop-
in the morning in order to go to work is almost impossibleping Centre was upgraded, which | applaud, but an unfortu-
and | am often told by residents about the very long queuesate side effect was that the buses were moved temporarily
as people try to force their way out into the traffic in order toto route around Kylie Crescent and were taken away from the
head into town or wherever they happen to be going to workshopping centre. The Passenger Transport Board is in
There seems to be a good case for installing traffic lightsiegotiations with Ingle Farm Shopping Centre management
on one of the Henderson Avenue-Montague Road cornerto try to re-route the buses into the shopping centre, but the
Henderson Avenue intersects with Montague Road in twghopping centre management has problems with this.
places and there seems to be a good case to have traffic lights One problem is the claim that it would cost management
installed on one of those corners to allow commuters sombundreds of thousands of dollars to upgrade the car park in
chance of getting out in the morning. It would help to preventorder to make the asphalt strong enough to withstand the load
some of those enormous queues building on Hendersarf buses going over it every day. Management also has a
Avenue as people try to fight their way into the traffic. It is problem with people parking their car in the shopping centre
also a question of safety. It is only a matter of time before aar park early in the morning, grabbing all the prime spots
serious accident happens on that road. The speed limit on thagfore hopping into the bus and going into town for the day,
part of Montague Road is 70 km/h, and that means that mogtaving their cars in the shopping centre car park and not
of the traffic travelling along that road, as the Police Ministerspending a cent at the shopping centre. The shopping centre
would be interested to know, is doing 80 km/h becausenanagement feel fairly aggrieved about that and it would like
drivers know there is a tolerance in the speed cameras. Thit see some way of resolving that issue, as well. So an
traffic is moving fairly fast and to have to make your way outimpasse has developed between the Passenger Transport
into that traffic is pretty difficult. Board and Ingle Farm Shopping Centre management in order
A related issue, which could provide a compromise ofto try to get the bus routed back into the shopping centre.
sorts, would be to install some sort of pedestrian crossing dthat would certainly be my preferred option and it would be
the intersection. A young lad was killed trying to cross thevery sad if the bus was forced to stop only on Beovich Road.
road at that intersection earlier this year and it seems to mghat is a fair hike from the shopping centre, and I think that
that there is a good case to be made for the installation ofiéss management has an interest in getting the buses to come
pedestrian crossing. | have had discussions with Transport SAto the shopping centre.
but it has a few problems with the suggestion. It argues that | know there are obviously costs involved, but | think that
there is not enough traffic trying to get out, that the queueshere is a good argument that the buses would be bringing in
are not long enough to warrant traffic lights and that thepassengers who would get off the bus and buy drinks or
pedestrian traffic is not heavy enough to warrant lights beingpend money in the shopping centre, either prior to catching
installed. | suspect that installing lights on that corner mighthe bus or on alighting from the bus. My hope is that this
pose some problems in terms of traffic flow because it iglispute between the Passenger Transport Board and Ingle
quite close to the intersection of Montague Road and Maifrarm Shopping Centre management is, in fact, resolved
North Road. Given that a young lad has already lost his lifesatisfactorily, because it would be very sad, indeed, for that
trying to cross the road at that intersection, | hope thabus stop not to be so conveniently located as it was when it
Transport SA will at least consider the installation of awas located near the entrance to the centre; it is not too bad
pedestrian crossing at that intersection to prevent any futur the moment despite the need for a bus shelter.
loss of life. Moving on to broader issues, there has been quite a bit of
Another matter that has been raised with me is the needebate, mainly sparked by the Hon. Nick Xenophon and some
for a bus shelter to be installed on Kylie Crescent where theublicity in theAdvertiser concerning the number of sitting
buses that service my electorate often stop. | am a frequedtys. While | am not specifically endorsing what the Hon.
bus user and | know how much public transport users rely oiNick Xenophon is putting, it is an argument for which | do
bus shelters. The Kylie Crescent stop is a particularly bushave some sympathy. During the past three years that | have
one because it is the main bus stop for Ingle Farm, and it iseen a member of this place, | have observed that power is
terribly exposed. There is no protection from the rain or thebecoming increasingly concentrated in the hands of the
sun and, as we head into summer, the weather will get hottegxecutive and that the opportunities for parliamentary
This will affect the elderly, in particular, if they are forced to scrutiny of the executive are becoming less all the time.
stand out in the sun, often for a while, waiting for their bus.Question time is increasingly becoming a farce with mini-
As aresult, people wait under the shade of the Ingle Farmaters’ giving extended and unnecessarily long answers to
Shopping Centre. When they see the bus come, they makedarothy dixers in order to run down the clock. This practice
mad dash to try to catch the bus and quite often they miss treeems to indicate that those ministers, indeed the government,
bus altogether. | am particularly worried that an elderlydoes not have much respect for this place, the institution of
person will have a fall and injure themselves making a daskthe parliament and the concept that the parliament is there to
to catch the bus. All that could be fixed by the installation ofbe a watchdog on the executive. Any proper executive, any
a bus shelter at the stop. | have had discussions with thgroper government, you would think, would have some
Passenger Transport Board and Salisbury council about thisspect for the parliament and would understand the role of
matter. The problem is that the bus route through Kyliethe parliament, in particular, the role of question time in
Crescent is meant to be only a temporary bus route. Kyliéolding the government accountable.
Crescent was not built to take that load of buses because itis | understand that there was a time under the former
narrow and curving. It is not safe for big buses to be usind’remier (now the Minister for Human Services) when there
that road on such a regular basis. was a guaranteed number of 10 questions to be allocated to
This situation occurred as a result of the upgrading of th@on-government members. Even if the 60 minutes was used
Ingle Farm Shopping Centre. Until then, buses came into thep, question time would be extended in order to give non-
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government members an opportunity to ask questions. |
would like to see that practice reinstituted by the government QUESTION TIME
because | think non-government members should have every
possible opportunity to ask questions without notice of FISHER, MEMBER FOR
ministers and also avoid the absolute farce of ministers’ .
giving ridiculously long answers to questions and running . ' heHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
down the clock, just to avoid scrutiny and perhaps to protec@“r‘?Ct my question to the Premier. Was the member for Fisher
some of their more vulnerable colleagues who are sittinge!ling the truth when he said in a news conference today,
there obviously nervous and worried that a potentiallf"ﬁer announcing that he had resigned from the Liberal Party,
embarrassing question might be asked of them. | can recgffat the government was arrogant, out of touch and uncaring,
one instance where a minister was worried about such 3ad not been open and in fact had been secretive with the
question being asked, but ministers often seek to protect thegPUth Australian public, the parliament and even with Liberal
more vulnerable colleagues by simply running down thenembers of parliament, had made decisions on the run, had
clock. It is a disgrace and | call on the government toforgof[ten the needs Qf ;he South_Austrahan people and had
reinstitute the practice of having a guaranteed 10 questior®2t given enough priority to the important areas of health,
to non-government members. At the moment, we are fa||in§ducatlpn and public safety, and had an ideologically based
well short of that, indeed. Obsession— . _

My other criticism of the government in terms of its The SPEAKER: Order! The leader will resume his seat.

management of the House is the appallingly bad planning The Premier is not responsible for any statements or thoughts

far as legislation is concerned. In the last session thereweaétribUtEOI to the member for Fisher.
9 ' ' TheHon. M.D. RANN: | rise on a point of order,

often days where we were rising either just before or just afte r Speaker- | had not finished the question. The member for

dinner time, not making full use of the time available, while _. . ; o ! T
legislation was sitting on thiotice PaperAs a result, in the Fisher said he had discussed this with the Premier, which is
the next part of the question.

last week of sitting, important bills were rushed through . .
without any proper accountability, without proper opportuni- 1 "€ SPEAKER: Order! The chair has heard quite enough
ties for the opposition, the Independents and the Nationd] the question to know that it is totally out of order in that
Party member to ask questions of the government about tige Premier is not responsible for any of it. | call the member
legislation. | am not sure whether or not it is a deliberateOF Waite. . .
attempt by the government, but it does seem to be poor TheHon.M.D. RANN: I rise on a further point of order,
practice and | would like to see it resolved. sir. | know that the government’s mantra is ‘No, no, not
responsible’—

The SPEAKER: Order!

TheHon. M.D. RANN: —but you cannot protect the

Debate adjourned.

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

Premier—
The SPEAKER: Order! The leader will resume his seat.
EDUCATION (COUNCILSAND CHARGES) TheHon. M.D. RANN: —from—
AMENDMENT BILL The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the
. gpposition.
His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommende

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the honourable
member resume his seat. The members of this House have a
very clear understanding of the standing orders, and members
LIBRARY FUNDING would be well aware that that question was not in order.

to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as
might be required for the purposes mentioned in the bill.

A petition signed by 392 residents of South Australia, EMPLOYMENT
requesting that the House ensure government funding of
public libraries is maintained, was presented by the Hon. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Will the Premier
M.H. Armitage. outline to the House how the government's economic

Petition received. management is having a positive effect on employment
prospects for South Australia?

TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): If the opposition is
one thing it is very predictable. What the opposition would
) . not ask a question about today is the recent ABS figures,

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (3“9“)- | bring up the 32nd employment and unemployment rates. Why would they not
report of the commlFtee, being the annual report forask a question about it: simply because we have seen yet
1999-2000, and move: again an improvement in the level of employment in South
That the report be received. Australia and a reduction in the levels of unemployment in
South Australia. We have now 681 000 South Australians in
employment. That is historically the highest level of employ-
ment ever in this state. We have come down in the level of
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: unemployment to 7.5 per cent. That is in contrast to the
Leader of the Opposition who, as Minister for Employment,
presided over an unemployment rate of 12.3 per cent. We are
Motion carried. more than happy to compare and contrast with the Leader of

ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Motion carried.

That the report be published.
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the Opposition the level of unemployment in South Australia QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL
in the period for which he had responsibility for it—
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My

The SPEAKER: Order, the leader will remain silentt ~ guestion is directed to the Minister for Human Services. Can

TheHon. J.W. OL SEN:—as distinct from the level of ;&e t?:emlcsrtigirstea”ttPheeHeomuZ? Vg::?t tzg g{;\{;rgmeor;t ;ﬁg%zgegﬁ]

unemployment that exists in South Australia today. Import-_ ; gency departm _
Elizabeth Hospital? On 21 September this year the Director

antly, also— - .

h ) back bench of the emergency department of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
TheHon. M.D. Rann: Face your back bench. wrote a minute describing in graphic detail the deterioration
The SPEAKER: Order! of services of the hospital's emergency department. The
TheHon. M.D. Rann: They are the ones— minute says that ambulances went on bypass on six occasions
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the leader against intwo weeks in September, that patient safety could not be

shouting down the chair. This is not the afternoon to start itguaranteed, that patients were herded together in overcrowd-
The Hon. JW. OL SEN: The leader has resorted to type €d cubicles and that patients detained under the Mental

again today. It does not take long for the Leader of thdlealth Act, under guard, shared cubicles with other patients
Opposition to resort to type. for up to two days. The minute says that overcrowding is

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: endemic, with 143 patients in August waiting more than 12
The SPEAKER: Order. the leader! hours for admission, that waiting times for urgent cases were
: ' ’ among the worst in Australia, that minor adverse patient
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: When the Leader of the qyicomes are already frequent and that it is inevitable that a
Opposition was minister for unemployment (because that igyajor adverse patient outcome will occur in the near future.
what it should have been called), youth unemployment, August, 50 elective surgery cases were cancelled.
skyrocketed to something like 40 per cent. That was the level The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
of youth unemployment when Mr Rann was Minister for geryices): | indicated to a press conference about three weeks
Employment in the Amold Government. That is a Very 54 that the public hospital system had faced unprecedented
significant difference between what they delivered and Whagemand and pressure over a period of two or three months.
we are delivering. As | have said on a number of occasionghat was despite the fact that we put additional money into
in the House, we have come a long way but we still havg,nening additional beds to cope with the normal winter ills.
much to do. We want to ensure that all South Australians Who'™ A honourable member interjecting:
are seeking employment opportunities have the opportunity The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well. we put additional
of the job of their choice in this state. How do you achievepngney in, and we opened additional beds, over and above the
that? You only achieve it by some policy direction that can,ormg] level. We looked in great detail at some of the reasons
create the climate for investment in this state. If you do notoy this. First, itis not just occurring here in South Australia.

have investment in the state you do not have jobs growth andyjj| highlight for honourable members the sort of comments
thatis exactly what we have been seeking to do and deliveng things that are occurring in some of the other states.

Ing. Members interjecting:

Some reports due to be released next Monday clearly The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Police will
indicate that in economic direction terms the South AustraliaRome to order.
economy has turned the corner. In turning the corner prospect The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In late September the

and opportunity is now being created for our young peoplevictorian newspapers were covering exactly the same sort of
Our focus has been on investment, which creates jobs, andiigsues.

looking at those areas such as education, health and public Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
safety. | remind the House that in the last budget we increasedonsistent with your ruling to the Leader of the Opposition,
the number of officers in the process this year—some 113—the Minister for Human Services has no responsibility for
and supplemented them with 27 additional clerical staff tthealth outcomes in the state of Victoria or any other state.
support them. That is a change taking place in economic The SPEAKER: Order! | do not uphold the point of
terms which brings about lifestyle choice for people. If youorder. The Minister for Human Services has every right to
do not have security of job and prospect you do not havglraw comparisons with what is happening in the health field
lifestyle choice and quality of life. The other point | make is anywhere in Australia.
that there was no magic wand to fix the woes we inherited Mr FOLEY: Your ruling to the Leader of the Opposition
seven years ago. There was never going to be a quick fix. {{as that the Premier had no responsibility for the comments
would have to take determined policy direction. of the member for Fisher. My point of order is that the

I have said on a number of occasions in this House, anMlinister for Human Services has no responsibility for the
| repeated today, that some of the policies that we have puitealth outcomes in any other state but here in South Aust-
in place have been difficult. Had we had a choice would wealia. To be seen to be consistent, sir, you must rule in my
have preferred an alternative course? In a number of instancésour.
the answer would be yes. But we have done the right thing The SPEAKER: Order! The chair does not uphold the
by South Australia, as difficult as some of those decisionpoint of order at all.
might be, because instead of the $8.9 billion overdraft the Members interjecting:
opposition left us we are now down to about $3 billion. The  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart will come
financial security of the state is intact and, if you get theto order. The Minister for Human Services.
financial security of the state right, you caninvestin arange TheHon. DEAN BROWN: As | was pointing out, other
of other areas. If you do not get the finances right, you cannattates of Australia have found even greater pressure than has
reinvest. That is exactly what the government has sought toccurred here. | stress the fact that perhaps the area of
do. greatest demand and pressure has, in fact, been the private
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hospital sector. We have had, day after day over the lasttwo TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | can indicate that, yes, both
months, the only three emergency departments in privatéhe inability of the private hospitals to cope with the demand
hospitals—Ashford, St Andrew’s and Wakefield—diverting and beds within the public hospital system, despite additional
into the public hospital system. We have taken it up with thebeds being opened, being absolutely full as a result of the
private hospitals because when they divert that puts additiondemand for care for older people within our community, has
pressure and unexpected and unplanned pressure on tteused us considerable concern. We are working with the
public hospital system. We also looked at some of the reasorfisderal government—
why there was so much demand in terms of the public Members interjecting:
hospital system. The SPEAKER: Order! It is inappropriate to have a
We found that there was a much longer delay in gettingonversation across the chamber.
older people into nursing homes out of acute care in the TheHon. DEAN BROWN: —in trying to speed up the
public hospital system—much longer than had previouslyplacement of people from the acute care area in our public
been occurring—and that the number of older people withifnospital system. We are working with the private hospital
the acute system was much greater. In fact, we found that Lgystem. | have given the department permission to spend
to 160 people in the public hospital system were waiting taadditional money as well to try to help place some of these
get into a nursing home. people in step down care out of the public hospital system.
We then looked at some of the problems and why that was | apologise to the people in South Australia who have had
occurring. We found that a number of nursing homes weréheir elective surgery cancelled, because quite a few people
in the process of relocating and redeveloping, particularly a! the last month in particular have had their elective surgery
a result of accreditation at a federal level. We found that £ancelled. It distresses me and my staff and, on a regular
number of the nursing homes had closed, yet had not open&@sis, my staff have kept me up to date and we are looking
their new facilities. Of course, the federal governmentfor solutions, but there are no short-term immediate solutions.
currently has out by way of advertisement an application foHowever, in the meantime we are coping with demand in our
700 new low care nursing home care beds for South Austiospital system which is—
ralia, with a further 600 (approximately) home care packages, Ms Stevens interjecting:
and they are due to be announced later this year. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth can
When we looked at it, we found that one of the reasons foRSk another question later.
the intense pressure in the public hospital system was both TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | assure the honourable

the lack of nursing home beds and the longer period it wageémber that we give absolute priority to making sure that
taking to be able to find a vacant bed— those with the highest demand receive treatment, and in cases

Ms Stevens: What have you done? of emergency those people are not diverted to another
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: And that was causing hospital. If there is an emergency or a semi-emergency it is

enormous pressures. Well, | immediately spoke to the hea alt With in that par.ticular hospital an,d We cope with the
of the commonwealth department and asked whether the E?jgtmrjislrll ttm?ésgﬁptlg Sd(i)vter:]rastioprfoszlset:r:e?-lltc?vxz\/neort tl)e('igg
would work with us in ensuring that we could get older . : X ' :
people out of the public hospital system quicker. | stress th cknpvvlledge that there is enormous pressure in the public
any community must look after its aged people, so in no way ospital system.
am | decrying the fact that they need a hospital bed. However, EMPLOYMENT
there is a responsibility on the federal government to ensure
that adequate beds are available in nursing homes. We have \jr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Employ-
been arguing this with the federal government for some timement and Training detail the key points of the latest employ-
We believe that the formula that the federal government usggent statistics for South Australia and does he see any—
to allocate nursing home beds is inappropriate. It should be pembers interjecting:
looking at the proportion of the population over 80 years of The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the honourable member to
age. Instead, it looks at the proportion over 70 years of ag@epeat the question and ask members on my left to at least
and we have a much higher percentage of people now Who,ye the courtesy to remain silent so that we can hear the
are 80 plus, who are living longer but who need low and hlgfhuestion_
level, particularly high level, nursing home care. Mr SCALZI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Will the Minister

Of course, you then have other problems (and we havgyr Employment and Training detail the key points of the

seen some of those in the South-East) and the problenigtest employment statistics for South Australia and say
associated with accreditation that have occurred. This is onghether he sees any emerging trends in these figures?

of the reasons why some of the nursing homes have closed The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water
facilities. For instance, the one at Tennyson closed angkesour ces): | thank the member for Hartley for his question
relocated to the Southern Vales. This has been part of thend for his interest in youth unemployment. | am reminded
problem, particularly at the Queen Elizabeth Hospitalithis morning of our propensity all too often to labour over the
because the nursing home which was tradltlonally the plaCSad news and never celebrate the good news. Indeed, in—
for location from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was then pgr Foley interjecting:
transferred to the Vales Hospital; that is, those beds were TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Hart laughs
transferred to the Vales Hospital in the southern suburbs, 3§t | have not heard the member for Hart actually asking any
to beds close to hand. positives when employment is positive, and | think that there
Ms Stevens interjecting: are some positive signs. When the Premier rose to answer the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth will first question on unemployment, South Australia’s achieving
come to order. a record result for a decade, highest levels of—
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Members interjecting: HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Could I ask the backbench . . .
opposite that if they are going to interject to at least do sq _MSSTEVENS (Elizabeth): | direct my question to the
coherently—I cannot understand the babble. Minister for Human Services. Given the Governor's state-

S ment to the parliament that the government is committed to
Ms Thompson interjecting: better hospitals, what is the minister doing to stop the blow-
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Reynell will out in the number of people waiting for elective surgery in

come to order! public hospitals? Federal parliament has been told that the
Ms Thompson interjecting: Eurzger of peop;le Wa7itg1090fpr ﬁ/lleCtif\]/el Sgrgerylg%soiggre?sled

i . by 40 per cent from in Marc to in July
rer;ratliﬁ gﬁfrﬁ‘KER' Order! The member for Reynell will 2000. In June 1999, the min_is:tertold the estimates committee
' that a budget cut of $46 million from the state government
TheHon. M K. BRINDAL: We have the best employ- would reduce elective surgery in public hospitals by 14 000
ment figures in a decade, the highest level of full-timeadmissions and force up the number of people on waiting
employment on record in South Australia and rising full-timejists.

employment for a number of consecutive months, and what The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

does the opposition say? Nothing. If it goes down .1 per centervices): As the honourable member knows, fairly recently

the world as we know it is falling to bits. If— and since the estimates committee hearing, | have put an extra
Ms Key interjecting: $4.5 _miIIion _specifically into non-urgent elective surgery.
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : | will read it with interest. 1@t is $1 million for the country areas and $3.5 million for

f— the city, mainly for orthopaedic surgery, ophthalmic surgery,

o such as cataract surgery, and ear, nose and throat surgery.
Members interjecting: That is where the main waiting list has been and, if one looks
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: | happen to have some at the list of people waiting more than 12 months, which is

respect for my shadow colleague opposite and do sometim#se benchmark period, one will see that those people are

wish that she would challenge the government policies morgyaiting particularly for orthopaedic surgery.

but I will acknowledge if | am wrong on that little matter.  Let me read something to the honourable member that she

Nevertheless, | am sure that this chamber will be delightethight be interested in. This newspaper article states that the

with the release of today’s employment figures, particularlynumber of patients waiting more than 30 days for urgent

where it concerns jobs for our young people. There are thossurgery and the number waiting more than 90 days for semi-

who question in this House, as is their right, whether weurgent surgery rose from 3 623 in July 1999 to 5 704 in 2000.

should have been shifting from traineeships to training. | sayfhat is almost double, and it is a report from Victoria on

to this House today that perhaps the bold move that thgrgent and semi-urgent surgery, not non-urgent, elective

government made in this direction is starting to pay divi-surgery. | highlight that the blow-out in waiting times in
dends, for not only do we have the lowest unemploymenVictoria and New South Wales (I have not seen figures for
figures in South Australia since June 1990 but full-time youthNVestern Australia and Queensland) has been greater under
unemployment has fallen 3 per cent to 22.1 per cent. Labor than it has been here in South Australia.

; ; I know that the Leader of the Opposition in South
The number of young people seeking full-time employ- ; o .
ment last month fell by 700—I thought that the member forAustralia gnd the fedgral Leader of the Opposition are going
Peake would actually be interested in this; he is still in that\‘/)I the Flinders Medical Centre tomorrow. The Flinders
cohort—or nearly 12 per cent. More importantly, the youth eohca;l (lientr% notified me tt(]jat they wertl-:thpaylr;]g ac\i”ts;lt’h
full-time employment to population ratio (and that is the Particularly to the emergency department. I have heard bot
pioy Pop ( {he federal Leader of the Opposition and the state Leader of

statistic that the Leader of the Opposition always quote o . .
when he was minister) has fallen now to only 5.1 per cent—éh?r;?ﬁgﬁi'gon talking about the new deal signed by Labor

fall of nearly 1 per cent. That is a measure of the number of?
y-p Ms Stevens: Why don’t you get one?

young people who are actually out there looking for work, g
and that is a darned sight higher than when Mr 23 Per Cent The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, I have had a look at the

was a minister in the early 1990s, when overall unemp|prolicy that came out of the federal Labor Party’s conference

ment rocketed to 12.3 per cent and youth unemployment 4f T@Smania and nowhere can | find any mention of $1 extra
that time was beyond 40 per cent. His solution was to call fofat |shto go into health. So, vt\1/hen the two o%posnmn Ieadferﬁ,
a jobs summit and it has been the solution if nothing else o Ilcet e press tomorrow at the emergency department of the

which he has been consistent. He has called for one evéfinders Medical Centre, | challenge them to tell us how
since. We have moved— many extra dollars will be given to South Australia to ensure

that we can deal with the pressure within the public hospital

MsKey: You had workshops; come on! system. Now there is a challenge, because | have heard time

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Exactly. The member aftertime whata good deal it was out of Hobart, but nowhere
opposite will remember that that was the point in questioncan | find the actual substance out of Hobart.
At that time the Leader of the Opposition was bleating fora They are going to Flinders Medical Centre tomorrow, so
jobs summit and the Premier sent me stumping up and dowlet me reveal some of the facts about Flinders. | talked about
the state, talking to meetings and talking to people. Insteathe impact of the shortage of nursing home beds in South
of having a talkfest of the few people in this state who thinkAustralia and its resultant impact on our acute public hospital
they matter, we got out and talked to the people in this statseystem. Flinders Medical Centre normally has about 10 to 15
who do matter—the people right around the state, the@r 20 older people in longer-term stays in hospital beds. |
ordinary people in this state—and, as a result of the Premierisave been told that during August in fact Flinders had about
leadership, we are putting a few runs on the board. 25 people staying and that the average length of stay for these
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people rose from 19 days to 26 days in August alone. Thaicademic side available to them? There was a very simple
highlights the pressure in the public hospital system as answer. Well, we have done something about it.
result of the shortage of nursing home beds in South Lastyear, in 1999, more than 40 per cent of our students
Australia—and | know in other states. undertook vocational education and training. Let me put that
The federal government challenges me on the statemeint context in terms of the number of hours. In 1999, some
that there is a shortage but, if there is not a shortage, why 888 000 hours of vocational education and training were
it about to allocate an extra 700 beds and an extra 600 hontelivered in our schools. That was in 1999. This year, the
packages in South Australia if we are not substantially belovexpectation is that 2.4 million hours of vocational education
the national quota? The other problem is that many of thand training for our young people in our schools will be
licences allocated in South Australia have not been taken ugelivered. That is something those young people can aim for.
by private operators. The licences have been allocated but tAdéey can now undertake apprenticeships and traineeships
nursing homes have not been built, so beds are not availablehile they are at school. They can commence subjects in
for people to go into. That concerns me and, as a result, TAFE—their next step in education—while they are at
have been asking the federal government to increase pressgiehool. We are currently working with the universities to
on the people who accept a licence for a nursing home betave TER scores assigned to vocational education and
so that they are required to provide that bed very quicklytraining subjects so that they will be able to be used for
indeed. | know that if they do not it saves the federaltertiary entrance. That gives maximum flexibility to these
government money, but it puts immense pressure on thgoung people in terms of their options. So, there are real
public hospital system. My request to the federal governmentptions for these kids now.
is: for goodness sake, give a fair and reasonable allocation of We have students attending the reopened Windsor
nursing home beds to South Australia so that older peopl€&ardens and Christies Beach vocational colleges. A couple
within our community can get the long-term care andof years ago Windsor Gardens had 400 students; it now has

accommodation that they deserve. more than 600 students at that vocational college. Young
people completing a Novell course in data management have
SCHOOL RETENTION RATES been offered private industry jobs at $45 000 each—at the

o end of Year 11. That is exceptional and great for those
Mr VENNING (Schubert): Can the Minister for students, because it gives them real options and real training
Education and Children's Services advise the House ofhjle they are at school and prepares them for the work
government initiatives which have been put in place toforce—exactly what industry is asking of this government
increase the number of students remaining at school?  and our education system. None of this occurred under
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Educationand | abor—and the leader is only concerned about a little dot
Children’s Services): When the Leader of the Opposition com. That is all Mr 23 Per Cent has going for him.
talks about retention rates, it is worth just reflecting for a
while and remembering exactly what retention rates were HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS
about when Labor was in power. Labor remembers retention
rates as being able to keep young students in school and off Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human
the unemployment list—to retain them in school so it will not Services explain why the waiting time for semi-urgent cardiac
bump up the unemployment list. surgery at the Flinders Medical Centre is now four months,
The Minister for Employment and Training, who is also compared with 77 days a year ago? The Flinders Medical
the Minister for Youth, mentioned previously that when theCentre has confirmed that cardiac patients at the hospital are
Leader of the Opposition was in the position in mid 1992 oumow waiting an average of 123 days compared with 77 days
youth unemployment rate was over 40 per cent. Today, it i@ year ago. Patients requiring non-urgent surgery are now
22.1 per cent, as the Minister for Youth and the Minister forwaiting an average of 239 days, more than four times longer
Employment and Training has said—and | would say, ‘Whathan applied a year ago.
a good minister. What a dramatic turnaround from over TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
40 per cent down to 22.1 per cent. While we are talking aboubervices): That sort of increase has occurred for the very
Mr 23 per cent, | must say that it is probably why he sendseasons | have been talking about. When the member for
out only theBulletin Morgan polls to his backbenchers and Elizabeth is down at the Flinders Medical Centre with the
not the News polls because they are quite different. Mediteaders of the opposition she will find that this is despite the
Mike: 23 per cent, half his own youth unemployment rate fact that we have opened 22 extra beds at the Flinders
What a failure; what a spectacular failure! Medical Centre.
We are doing something about this, because 93 per cent Members interjecting:
of our 15 year olds are currently in school and 83 per centof TheHon. DEAN BROWN: We get accused of shutting
our 16 year olds are still in school, both of those figures beindpeds: here we open 22 extra beds at the Flinders Medical
well ahead of national averages. In fact, we top the states arfigentre and it highlights the pressure that is occurring in the
territories for participation of 16 year olds in our schools.hospitals. If the honourable member happened to read the
Why does that happen? Well, | will tell you. Five years agoMessenger Press, she would have found that at the Lyell
only a handful of schools had vocational education andcEwin and Queen Elizabeth Hospitals 33 beds are taken up
training subjects. That is because during the 1980s the Labby people who would normally be in high dependency in an
government had closed all the technical high schools; theraged nursing home. That is a large number of beds in the
were no other options. When | was on the farm, my neighNorthwest Adelaide Health Service hospitals alone.
bour went to Elizabeth Technical High School, but that closed It concerns us that there has been an increase in the
during the 1980s and Goodwood Technical High Schoolaiting times. We still handle the vast majority of people
closed in 1991. What could students do if they wanted tavithin a fair and reasonable time, but that is starting to blow
undertake vocational education and training but had only theut and we are concerned and monitor it carefully. That is one
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of the reasons why we have allocated extra funding, so thatontributing something around 48 000 days, worth about
if we put the extra funding into non-urgent elective surgery$6.12 million to the park every year. That is worth about 204
it will allow the pressure to come off to allow some of the extra staff. So they contribute a considerable amount to our
urgent and semi-urgent surgery to proceed as quickly gsarks system. | know that the Labor Party has an interest in
possible. We will continue to monitor that situation closely. national parks. The member for Kaurna was there over part
At the Flinders Medical Centre in particular just over theof the weekend. | notice in its platform document being
past 12 months we opened what must be the best cardidebated at the weekend that its 1997 policy on national parks
laboratory that you will find probably in any hospital in was:
Australia, and that is acknowledged. Therefore, the demand The Labor Party recognises conservation as the highest priority
for people to go to the Flinders Medical Centre for cardiadn the management of the national parks and reserves system.

surgery, which is one reason | suspect that the— And, surprise, surprise, when you look at the 1997 policy,
Ms Stevens Interjectlng: you see that it states:
X ' . .
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth will The Labor Party recognises conservation as the highest priority
come to order. in the management of the national parks and reserves system.

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: —list involving semi-urgent . . . .
surgery has blown out, namely, that it is now such a world-lt is a photocopied policy from the 1997 election for the 2000

S0 ; : ' election.
class facility with the two new angiographic laboratories— . . . .
Ms Stevens interjecting: In his question the member for MacKillop raises some of

. . the topics that were raised at the Friends forum. Some of

. |
corl—gti()SErEd':}r(ER. Order! The member for Elizabeth will thos_e include things _suc_h as leases in park_s, the value of
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —that the demand is very seminars and mountain bikes in parks. In relation to the value

S . i i , they were talking about the importance of
high indeed. The demand goes up because you provide realf} S€MNars t S .
gogod facilites—and thisgis thep facility tﬁle hF:)nourabIe c%mmunlty consultation in parks over things such as leases.

member actually criticised: she criticised the fact that we go d%?gg?ﬁ;{ii:g%ss:esli'rl %;Tfoﬁﬂgﬂigﬁ g‘;g%rok”g
Ramsay in its new private hospital to put in a world-class - ) . . ’
cardiac laboratory facility with two laboratories. We attract:i’gm{ g{:;;ess_t’ and I note thatin the 1997 policy on consulta-
people to the hospital and now she criticises us for providing = ) ]
these services and creating the demand. The honourable Labor will develop a policy and procedure of community

member should put more pressure on her leader at a state,C§§SU|ta“°n to be used for all projects. ] _

well as federal, level to be quite specific about what extrd-0 and behold, I looked at the 2000 policy and saw that it
funding Labor will provide for the public hospital system. Says:

They say it is a new deal: where is the new deal? It is not Labor will develop a policy and procedure of community

backed up by one single dollar. consultation to be used for all projects.
Members interjecting: Again, it is a photocopied policy. We know that the Labor
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask members on my left to Party has been spending four years developing this policy.
come to order. The member for Kaurna was quotedHhiansardyesterday
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: saying that it has spent four years developing that policy.
The SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member for Peake.  But, of course, the Friends of the Park were also talking
Mr Foley interjecting: about the need for consistency—things like consistency of
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart for funding and consistency of work projects— because, when
deliberately flouting the chair. you are coordinating volunteers, to have a system that stops
and starts is always difficult. So, it is fair to say the Labor
FRIENDS OF THE PARKS Party is consistent, because when you look at the 1997 policy,

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillon): M tion is directed for instance, you see that it says:
ri! ( 1achl op): My guestion IS directe .. .Investigate the status of underground water in the Great
to the Minister for Environment and Heritage. Following the pptasian Basin.

annual Friends of the Parks forum last weekend, will th

minister update the House on the impact that Friends of th

Parks groups have on our national parks and on issues raiséd"

at the forum? .. .investigate the status of underground water in the Great
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Environmentand ~ AArtesian Basin.

Heritage): | thank the member for MacKillop for his So, itis three out of three: photocopy, photocopy, photocopy;

question. It is important that he raises the question becaus@nsistency, consistency, consistency; no idea, no idea, no

it gives an opportunity for the House to be updated on thédea. Gee, it's hurting Annette, is it?

very important work Friends of the Parks do in our national The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order.

parks and reserves. The member for MacKillop was pleased MsHURLEY: Sir, | ask whether the minister has

this year to host the annual Friends of the Parks forum imesponsibility for Labor Party policy.

Millicent where some 242 registrants attended to discuss all The SPEAKER: Order! The minister responsible for

sorts of issues involving our parks. There is no doubt that thenformation technology will remain silent. | do not uphold

establishment of Friends of the Parks has been one of ththat point of order. | make the point that traditionally over the

great success stories in our national parks. To give credjtears question time has been used by both sides to draw out

where credit is due, past ministers have been involved ipolicy and compare policy, and the chair does not have a

developing that group and certainly they contributed a lot tgoroblem with comparisons of policy. | want that to be

the South Australian parks system. There are now somethirtoroughly understood for any future points of order. Has the

like 106 groups involved in the Friends of the Park groupminister finished?

ou go to the Labor Party’s 2000 policy and it is that they
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a couple of other points edly profited from the share increase that occurred following
that were discussed at the forum of the Friends of the Parkhe deal and, if not, what are the rules that allow this to
because one of the great values of this forum is the opportungccur?
ty to mix with 240 volunteers who are doing all this good  Mr Scalzi interjecting:
work in our parks and they can swap ideas about projects. So, The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley will
you can speak to the Friends of Belair or to the Friends ofemain silent.

Canunda, and they can swap ideas about projects. MsHURLEY: The current cabinet handbook in relation

I notice that the Labor Party has picked up on this concepto cabinet deliberations states:
of borrowing and swapping, because in their policy thatthey  The minister will not participate in any deliberations on the
are taking to the convention on the weekend Labor claimsnatter in respect of which an interest is required to be and has been
that it will develop a marine and coastal biodiversity strategydeclared and will withdraw from the cabinet room during those
They have borrowed that because, of course, the Liberal Parfiliberations.

did it in 1998 in our Season, Coast and Marine Estuarinét also states:

Strategy. They have borrowed that one. Labor talks about A minister will seek to avoid all situations in which his or her
ensuring that marine parks are established. Well, | remingrivate interests, whether pecuniary or otherwise, conflict or have the
them of the Great Australian Bight Marine Park. potential to conflict with his or her public duty.

The classic point, | guess, is the discussion we had about TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | note a report in the
recycling with some people over supper on the Friday nighAustraliantoday which, obviously, is the basis of the deputy
at the Friends forum. | make the point that we have anleader’s question, and | note the minister’s response to that
nounced the CDL changes to increase recycling, and afjuery in theAustraliantoday. That is, the minister did not
Labor seems to be doing is recycling their 1997 policy.  profit, or otherwise, any differently from any other sharehold-

An honourable member interjecting: er of the organisation; therefore the minister did not have any

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Over supper? There were plenty particular benefit approved to him.
of people. All they seem to be doing is recycling their ~Mr Hanna interjecting:
policies. In fairness, they have changed one policy. The The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mitchell will
Leader of the Opposition was quoted in ®enday Maiin ~ come to order.

April telling everyone that he wants to have ‘all policies TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | did not hear what the member
signed, sealed and costed for the public to scrutinise’. Héor Mitchell—

ought to tell the member for Kaurna that, because the member Mr SCALZI: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
for Kaurna in yesterday’slansardsaid that it will not give The SPEAKER: Order! There being a point of order, the
all the intricacies and it will not give all the funding details. Premier will resume his seat.

The current leader is saying that it will have the funding: the  Mr SCALZI: The member for Mitchell reflected on all
next leader is saying that it will not have the funding. members—

However, perhaps this is the doozey of them all: the leader The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.

is saying that they will release their policies for public ~Mr SCALZI: They called us ‘crooks’!

scrutiny. That means, if itis available for public scrutiny, we  The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. Has
can get them. What does the good old member for Lee sayie Premier completed his remarks?

today? Members can always rely on the member for Lee to  The Hon. J.W. OL SEN: | simply indicate to the House

come up with a good quote. Todayltansardhe says— that it is a subject that cabinet follows most carefully in its—
Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Members interjecting:
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Listen, member for Hart— TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | can assure members that it
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. The does and there is no doubt that my cabinet colleagues would
minister will resume his seat. support me in that contention. It is a matter that we take most

Mr FOLEY: | refer to the standing order concerning seriously and we act most properly.
referring toHansardtoday.
The SPEAKER: | caution the honourable member that INTERNATIONAL ROSE FESTIVAL
he cannot refer to another debate. The honourable member ) o
cannot quote directly from what the member for Lee said, TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Minister
The honourable member can refer to it in some other formfor Tourism outline the preparations that are in place to
but he cannot quote frotdansardfrom another debate. ensure the success of the Ir}augural_2000 International Rose
The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | take the opportunity to suggest Festival which is being held in Adelaide’s Botanic Park next
that, if the government thinks of a platform convention thatveek between the 19th and the 22nd?
some people are having this weekend, there are some people TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | thank the

who believe that the Labor Party is stupid enough— member for Heysen for his question because, over many
The SPEAKER: Order! | would ask the member to bear Y&ars, as we know, he has been particularly interested in

in mind my ruling. gardens and the state of his beloved Adelaide Hills. The
International Rose Festival will be launched by the Premier

INFORMATION ECONOMY, MINISTER FOR on 19 October and will extend over three days. It is the first

festival of its kind in the southern hemisphere. Certainly the
MsHURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Did interest thus far, both interstate and internationally, has been
the Premier allow cabinet guidelines to be broken in givingvery pleasing. As members may know, the rose industry, at
approval to the Minister for Information Economy to this stage, is worth about $50 million to our state. South
negotiate an $18 million contract between the governmenrAustralia has an extraordinary reputation, well deserved,
and Optus for the supply of mobile phones, even though thbecause it does grow more than half the roses in our country.
minister is a shareholder in the Optus company and report- An honourable member interjecting:
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TheHon. J. HALL: Yes, well, that is a thought. This Members interjecting:
festival, | believe, has all the hallmarks of being particularly =~ The SPEAKER: Order! Has the minister completed her
successful, and | do urge members to take some interest infrémarks?
because, hopefully, it will develop into a long-term festival  TheHon. J. HALL: Yes, Mr Speaker.
for this state. The actual themes of the festival, | am sure, will
interest some members. | suppose that when people think INFORMATION ECONOMY, MINISTER FOR
about international rose festivals they think about cut flowers.
This festival, in the beautiful Botanic Garden, will have a MsHURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): What
theme bordering on theatrical to historical. The centrepiecaction does the Premier intend to take in relation to the
of the actual festival will trace the history of the rose, whichMinister for Information Economy who, it was reported
extends over 4 000 years. today, has purchased shares in information technology
I am sure that one particular theme will interest somecompanies since becoming the minister responsible for
members because it features the landscape of a Roman rag@®rmation technology, given the cabinet handbook rules,
garden, complete with Cleopatra’s milk bath. This inter-which state:
national rose pavilion will truly be a site for enormous media  Ministers must divest themselves of shareholdings in any
coverage internationally, and garden clubs and rose clulz®mpany in respect of which a conflict of interest exists as a result
from around the world will be participating in this amazing of their portfolio responsibilities or could reasonably be expected to
event. The festival is being held at the Botanic Gardens an®'S"
we are expecting approximately 20 000 to 30 000 visitors Members interjecting:
over the weekend. | hope that many members get the The SPEAKER: Order, the leader!
opportunity to visit the festival and participate. We have Members interjecting:
employed a creative director, Adrian Greenoak, who is The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call.
internationally acclaimed for his involvement in developing  TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): As | mentioned
rose festivals. earlier, | personally take these matters seriously. We act

He is overseeing this particular festival and will be with diligently, properly and appropriately, and | will ensure that
us until the end of November. The Hon. Legh Davis has beef is always done.

pursuing this particular event for many years, and | thank the

Premier for including this initiative in his support some years AMERICAN FOUL BROOD

ago. A number of interstate and international journalists will

be travelling to Adelaide to cover not only the rose festival Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | intended to ask the Premier

but the opening of the magnificent new international rose question and | offer him my condolences. Instead, | direct

garden which, we hope, will encourage rose lovers andny question to the Deputy Premier. Is he concerned about the

garden lovers from around the world to visit our state at somédlegal and grossly irresponsible, growing practice of some

stage in the future. apiarists in dosing with antibiotics beehives that are infested
| am sure that members of this chamber are well awargith American foul brood? If he is concerned—

that gardening is the second most popular leisure pastime in The SPEAKER: Order! | rule that question out of order

our country. Members may well ask: what is the first onebecause it anticipates a motion that is already oriNibice

The most popular leisure pastime is sport and, from thaPaper

perspective, we can all relate to both, particularly those who Mr LEWIS: | seek information about the matter,

have a fondness for gardening. One aspect of this festival their Speaker. It does not anticipate the debate at all. That is

is very important for rural members is the regional tours thabutrageous.

have been organised and very well patronised. Regional tours The SPEAK ER: The chair’s ruling is that the member is

will be travelling into the Coonawarra, through the AdelaidEanticipating a motion that is already on tNetice PaperThe
Hills and the Riverland. The bookings have been very strongnember for Elder.

and, certainly, those regional economies are of the view that
festivals such as this not only benefit the City of Adelaide but WEB SITES
our substantial regional economies.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. The Mr CONLON (Elder): In the light of the Premier’s
minister will resume her seat. The member for Elder. worried request yesterday in relation to anyone having
Mr CONLON: Mr Speaker, | recognise your limited information about who Rod Ashcroft is and why he has
powers but this is a blatant abuse of question time and thiegistered the name johnolsen.com, is the Premier aware that
material should be in a ministerial statement. the same Rod Ashcroft of Cheltenham, Victoria, has also
Members interjecting: registered the domain names of other famous Australian
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair is notin a position to artists such as jeffreysmart.com, fredwilliams.com and
uphold that point of order because the minister is confinindvansheysen.com? Would the Premier concede that he may
herself strictly to specific facts and not straying into debatehave mistaken himself for a famous Australian artist?
The standing order allows her to do that. The minister is TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | would be delighted
aware, of course, that she can use a ministerial statementtd be replaced by John Olsen the painter and the artist, and
necessary, but | cannot technically pull her up. The honour-would be interested to see whether the dotcom has had any
able minister. activity on it related to arts or politics. | simply say to the
TheHon.J.HALL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | am member for Elder that | am glad he has apprised the House
surprised that the member for Elder is not particularlyof whom the person was who registered the
interested in this festival because | think that festivals suclwww.johnolsen.com site. To take that one step further, it
as this are an extraordinarily important part of the economiceally does underscore the importance of the issue. People
growth in tourism in our state. Can | conclude my remarks—eharge a fee; that is, they register the site and then charge a
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fee to pass it back. There will be no such fee for the leaderof $30 million last year. This year’s health budget was a cut
in real terms and we are now seeing the result of that.
Consequences follow actions and this is what we are seeing
in our hospitals; this is what this government will stand
GRIEVANCE DEBATE accountable for when we go to the election. We are going to
ensure that all the community knows just how bad it is.
MsSTEVENS (Elizabeth): On 21 September, the
Director of the Emergency Department at the Queen Eliza- Mr MEIER (Goyder): As most members would be
beth Hospital, Dr Robert Dunn, issued the following memo,aware, yesterday, 11 October, heralded the third anniversary
and | would like to read it inté¢dansardin full. It states: of the election of the Olsen Liberal government. While
Over the last 18 months, | have been steadily reporting deteriord€mbers may expect me to highlight many of the achieve-
tion in Emergency Department performance to executive withments—and there have been many achievements—I will not
requests that this is passed on to the board and a strategy to addregke that opportunity. | have done that on quite a few
this situation is devised. ; ; P Sl
occasions, and certainly there are many additional highlights
Members interjecting: | can mention.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many audible  what | do want to bring to the attention of members today
conversations over the member for Elizabeth. | ask membefg my disappointment that so many members in this House
to be silent. . continue to read their speeches. Members would be aware

MsSTEVENS: It continues: that we have our own standing orders, and that those standing

To date, no strategies have been employed that have reversed tkdlers cover many different situations but, where the standing

continued trend of deteriorating conditions in the emergencyorders do not cover a situation, then we refer to Erskine May.
department. In the last 22 weeks the emergency department has b%?

required to go on bypass on six separate occasions—conditions h FérfaCt’ if we look at page 372 of Erskine Mdarliamentary

been so overcrowded with patients awaiting beds that the safety ffactice 22nd edition 1997, under the heading ‘Reading
additional patients could not be guaranteed. In addition, patients hawpeeches’ we see the following:

been herded together in overcrowded cubicles and staff subject to ; ; ;

frequent threats and abuse. Patients detained under the Mental Heﬁg ﬁqrgﬁ]?rb ek; lsrg?éreﬁrmgg%cézgéead his speech, buthe may refresh
Act have had to share cubicles with other (non-detained) patien yby 9 '

while being guarded, with some staying in the department for twdt is something that has started to creep in far too much, in my

dayérggig:aengyb%%ézr'?rﬁgﬂ't overcrowding is endermic, with 14 opinion. When | first came in here | was told that | should
patients in August waiting greater than 12 hours inthe'emergen(%a\/e my mald_en speech written and should not rely on
department for admission and the average bed occupancy of thBeémory and simply use notes but that | needed to make a

department reaching an unbelievable 107 per cent! Not surprisinglgood job of it. | took that advice and had the whole speech
waiting times have skyrocketed, the patient complaint rate has risefyritten out and knew exactly how long it would go. Many

alarmingly and the number of patients who do not wait to be see ;
now frequently exceeds 10 per cent. Waiting time performance ha@embers here have prepared speeches and refer to a fair

decreased 22 per cent in one year (80 per cent of all patients se@fount of the written document, and there is npthlng wrong

within time versus 58 per cent of all patients seen within time [onewith that. In fact, Erskine May covers that point where he

year ago]) and we have recently had one patient who immediatelgtates further that members may use ‘copious notes’. Another

before a period of bypass waited 10 hours before being seen. Waitingxction from Erskine M ay states:

times in the QEH in the emergency department for less urgent cases

are now amongst the worst in the country. Unless appealed to, the chair does not normally intervene to
Staff morale is low and falling fast, rates of sick leave haveenforce the rule against reading a speech; and, unless there is good

markedly increased and junior doctors are increasingly reticent tground in the interests of the debate for intervening, the matter is

work in the emergency department. The conditions for patients andsually passed off with a remark to the effect that the notes used by

staff have never been as bad—even in the dark days of 1996.  the honourable member appear to be unusually full, or the honour-
| cannot put this any more plainly. The emergency departmen@ble member has provided himself with rather copious notes.

is under extreme pressure and every measurable parameter i :

deteriorating at an ever increasing rate. Staff are barely managi ﬁat_ was probably the practice much more a few years ago.
this degree of stress and I do not believe this level of activity can brls elieve that all members have now been in the House for a
maintained without a major adverse effect on them. It is alsaminimum of three years and therefore have had an opportuni-
inevitable that a major adverse patient outcome will occur in the neay to seek to develop a speaking style without the need to read

future—minor incidents are already occurring frequently. In short, ;
this department is heading for a crisis. At this time, | believe it maya speech. There are exceptions when speeches can be read,

be avoidable—in another month (when registered medical office@Nd again Erskine May covers that, as follows:

numbers drop by 50 per cent) it may not be. ) The rule against reading speeches is, in any case, relaxed for
I also note that, during the month of August, only 50 electivegpening speeches or whenever there is special reason for precision,
patients (half medical, half surgical) were cancelled at the QEHas in important ministerial statements, notably on foreign affairs, in

Whilst | understand that many elective cases require urgent attentiqfiatters involving agreements with outside bodies or in highly
and there are major inefficiencies in their cancellation, the rateechnical bills.

appears to be quite low. It is clear that the fundamental issue is lack . . . . .
of funding of the health service. However, it appears the emergencyhat is certainly the case here in ministerial statements,

department is bearing a greater burden of the problem than sonzmost without exception. | was very interested when | visited
other areas. the British parliament the better part of three years ago now.
The director goes on but I will not put any more on the recordn fact, it was just at the time when the change of government
at this time. Let me reiterate: our hospitals are bleeding; ounccurred, because we saw the first question time after Tony
hospitals are in crisis. This is an appalling state of affairs aBlair had become Prime Minister. The questions at that time
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The minister stood here in thigrere not read: they were all off the cuff. | well recall two
House today and, again, did the usual thing: he talked abowiccasions when members were reading their questions and
the federal government and nursing homes but he failed dle interjection from opposite was of enormous volume,
any stage in his answer to acknowledge the fact that thisaying, ‘You're reading your question!” The member
government cut growth funding to our hospitals to the tuneconcerned had to forgo reading the question and ask it off the
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cuff. It was interesting to see how ministers handled theve do care about them and that we are not just leaving them

questions, too; they certainly did not read off their specifiedut there to flounder. We have lost many jobs in South

answers. It was off the cuff and usually short, sharp and shinfustralia and, even if this created just one more, it would be

and they certainly hit hard. This parliament has to considea good thing.

the matters on which we base our traditions and get back to

them. Mr VENNING (Schubert): This morning | had the
honour of opening the 66th Apex national convention at the

MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): We often hear a great deal Chateau Tanunda in the Barossa Valley. It was a great
from this government about the way it supports smalloccasion for me, not only to open a national event and pay
business and actually encourages small business to gromy tribute to Apex, but also to be present at the first public
Well, | believe that many existing local businesses areevent held at the historic Chateau Tanunda since its restora-
ignored by this government, and the small businesseson and ownership by Mr John Geber. Restoration is still
themselves are saying that. They are very concerned amtntinuing, and it looks fantastic. Some 160 delegates from
frustrated, because they are employing our local people.dll states and overseas assembled on the croquet green. Tom
would like to know how many existing small businesses theand Wendy Chapman were there. Tom is a life Governor of
government supports and what sort of assistance antipex. | reminded the meeting in my speech that the Hind-
encouragement they are getting. Of particular concern to mmarsh Bridge eventually was joined across the Murray
is that | know of one small business which employs six oryesterday, and it brought great cheers and sighs from the
seven people, yet it cannot get a look-in when the governmewtowd. | also reminded the assembled Apexians from all over
is tendering or outsourcing any work. That is the reason whyf the significance of the Barossa Valley and that of the wine
| am asking these questions. | want to know what steps ar@dustry to South Australia, particularly now that it has
taken to ensure that South Australian businesses are promotexplaced grain growing as our chief export. Certainly, they
and supported by our state government. were very interested in that.

Certainly a big growth area in South Australia is where  Apex had its origins in Geelong, Victoria, on 10 March
companies come here from overseas and either win contract831, during the depression years, and one of the founders of
or establish businesses here, but we do not actually see aApex, Mr Ewen Laird, died only a few months ago. It was
government incentives or directives to those overseasbvious that Mr Laird was one of a group of men with true
companies to either use Australian made products or specifiision to set the wheels in motion to establish an organisation
cally look at using existing businesses within South Australiathat has seen and continues to see such success. We have seen
Some of the small businesses themselves are telling me th&tpex Australia grow to have approximately 395 chartered
once an overseas company is engaged or wins that contraclybs, representing 376 men’s and/or mixed gender clubs and
the government runs out and glorifies itself in the media ovet9 women'’s clubs, with some 4 500 members in total. It is
the fact that we have another contract in South Australia angleasing to note that Apex is no longer gender biased, as | do
another overseas company has come here to set up in auwnt believe we have enough mixed gender service clubs
state. Then it rushes off to look for some more headlines thelping our communities.
promote itself, but nobody is assisting these small businesses. | note with interest that the symbol of the Apex badge is
Numerous state based small businesses employ local peogle equilateral triangle, with the base representing citizenship,
who spend their wage packets in our local communities anthe sides fellowship, rising to the apex, depicting the height
send their kids to our local schools, and they contribute nodf ambition and the rising sun symbolising the rising
just to the immediate community economy but also moregenerations of youth. The mission statement of Apex we all
broadly than that. know is to grow, learn, make friends and have fun, which |

A particular company that | am concerned about carbelieve captures true and honest ideals that our society should
supply for a major contract that was recently approved by thbe pursuing. Apex is aimed at the younger adult members of
state government but, instead, this overseas company that hasr community, and | certainly feel very passionate about
the contract here in South Australia is not using any of thehat. | strongly believe that the future of our state and nation
local suppliers that it could use. There is an agent here ilies in our youth, and without appropriate training and
South Australia who is the sole agent for this state for amdevelopment our youth will be ill-prepared to take on
overseas manufacturer. Along with many others, thideadership roles when called upon.
company does not necessarily manufacture products but has Apex Australia truly performs this essential role in our
become the sole distributor for overseas manufacturers. Ttssciety. In times when younger people are glued to computer
company that has won a contract here is not, as one wouktreens, playing games or wandering around the internet for
think, using the local sole agent distributor: it is using anwhatever reason, many do not know how to communicate or
overseas distributor. | think that is wrong. Certainly, if you interact with other human beings. Apex is an organisation in
come from another country you obviously have allegiancesvhich young people can build self-confidence and self-
to that country, and obviously you would want that country’'sesteem to tackle life’s journey. It instils in people a sense of
economy to grow but, when you win contracts in this stateeamwork and cooperation, training in how to solve problems
and a lot of money is provided to do those things, you oughaind a sense of community spirit. | have seen examples of
to be using as much local product as you possibly can.  Apex working in the community all over—too many to list

If they come here and get benefits from our state, and mos$tere. | certainly recognise the cooperation that Apex enjoys
of the profits they earn go offshore, they must put somethingvith other service clubs such as Rotary, Rotoract, Lions,
back here. We would like to see the government offer som&ural Youth and many others.
incentives and direct these businesses to use local compo- | also commend Apex on the Apex Australia project,
nents or, where there is a local agent for some componenthich is raising funds for the Kids Helpline, an excellent
they need, to use that agent. That is very important, and ihitiative. Apex Australia, like other service clubs, is a
would certainly send a message out to small businesses thadluntary organisation, and | pay tribute to our government'’s
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recognition of volunteers and their organisations. This stateannot lightly dismiss that information. The minister has been
government provides more than $6 million per annum tdo Neta Kranz Kindergarten, knows it is an excellent facility
support volunteer groups across the state. Governmeahd has said that to me. | know that he was reasonably
ministers are looking at how they can improve the way insupportive of keeping the kindergarten at its present site, and
which their portfolios support volunteers, and they can bave are asking that he give staff, parents and the wider
sure that the money is allocated in the most efficient andommunity in Whyalla an assurance that the facility will be
appropriate way. The Hon. lain Evans, himself a past Apexetained at that site.
National President, has been appointed the minister with Today | also want to quickly mention Operation Flinders,
responsibility for the government'’s activities in this area andvhich operates in the north of the state and is a program to
welcomes suggestions and input from service clubs to assigthabilitate young offenders and young people at risk. | was
in this role. fortunate recently to spend a weekend at Operation Flinders
I note that the Hon. Angus Redford is also a past Nationahnd was most impressed with what | saw there. Young
President of Apex. It was a pleasure to be there this morningffenders are easily identified, but young people at risk are
and | pay the highest tribute to Apex across Australia. usually defined as young people who are in danger of
offending, not completing school, becoming addicted to drugs
MsBREUER (Giles): Today | will discuss the education or leaving home. As a general rule, they work with young
review that is currently being held in Whyalla. This review people between the ages of 13 and 18 years, with the average
has been going on for some time, and at the moment it is &ige being around 15 years; and 34 per cent of their partici-
a fairly extensive consultation stage with the community. Ongants are female, while 8 per cent are of Aboriginal descent.
of the unfortunate consequences of the population decline that |n the past 12 months 238 young people have participated
is happening in regional communities is that many of oulin Operation Flinders. They attend an eight day trek in the far
schools are under threat because of the numbers. In Whyallggrthern part of the Flinders Ranges, walk about 120
this is particularly sad for us because we have had so maryjlometres, abseil, learn about Aboriginal culture and skills
events in recent times that have rocked the community, anghd participate in a number of staged challenges. They carry
the prospects of Iosing one or two schools there is certainlyheir personal gear and walk from stand to stand. They are
worrying our community. accompanied by a team leader, have two councillors, usually
Today | want to address the situation with the Neta Kranzomeone who is training to be a team leader, and often a
Kindergarten in Whyalla, and | call on the Minister for young peer group or mentor—someone who has been through
Education and Children’s Services to give an assurance thgiie course before. They are looking at self-esteem and self
it will be retained at its current site and that the departmengonfidence. The results have been fantastic, but the funding
is acting in good faith to ensure that the kindergarten will bes always under threat. | ask that this government and we as
retained at its current site. The background to this is that oan opposition look at this and continue to maintain funding
23 March this year | wrote to the minister and said that thefor this organisation. It is a tough program but it is not cruel.
actions of the departmental officers in relation to the Neta went there originally thinking it was a boot camp, but it
Kranz Kindergarten were reprehensible. This kindergarten igertainly is not at all. Some of the people there are some of
located on land that was owned by the Uniting Church. Priothe most incredible people | have seen.
to the sale of the freehold by the Uniting Church the church  Time expired.
offered to roll over the kindergarten’s lease for a 25 year
period for the peppercorn sum of $10 per year, which would Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today | wish to commend the
have been a grand total of $200. However, without anyvork of volunteers, particularly at a school council level. A
consultation with the staff, the parent community or the widettot has been said recently about volunteers, and | know the
community, departmental officers decided not to accept thenember for Schubert spoke about volunteers and in particular
Uniting Church’s offer and, in so doing, attempted to pre-the government support of $6 million a year for volunteers.
empt the recommendations of the current education review | pay particular tribute to Graeme Young, who is presently
in Whyalla. the vice chair of Newton Primary School, not only for his
The recommendations of the Whyalla education reviewvork on the school council—and he has been on the school
contained in the draft discussion paper which is beingouncil for 29 years—but also his work in coordinating
prepared for community consultation calls for the retentiorsoccer, not only at Newton, but this year he has been the
of the Neta Kranz Kindergarten at the current site. Thatoordinator for Newton-Hectorville Primary School soccer.
position will be overwhelmingly endorsed by the wider In other words, there has been a combined team from the two
community and has already been endorsed by the Whyalkchools before the merge. | think that is commendable.
City Council. Enrolments at the Neta Kranz Kindergarten are  When | was elected and I first went to a Newton Primary
higher than those at other Whyalla kindergartens, and it is 8chool council meeting, | will never forget the approach that
high quality facility with dedicated staff and a committed Graeme Young took. He introduced me and said, ‘This is Joe
parent body. Whyalla is particularly fortunate in having suchScalzi, our local member, and, in keeping with the tradition
an excellent preschool neighbourhood based system, andof the past, you can ask him any guestions about education
has been there for many years. and schools, but no political questions.’ | know that he has
The concern now is that the department is about tahe respect of the former member Terry Groom, of whom he
compound it is original reprehensible action by deliberatingspeaks highly, and there has never been a problem. Looking
delaying negotiations with the new owner until Christmasback over the 29 years, obviously he must have welcomed
Under the cover of the Christmas break, while staff andDes Corcoran and Len King and, perhaps in the change of
parents are not on the scene, the kindy could be closed. boundaries in that 29 years, many other members who have
I hope the information that has been supplied to me by &een in this place. | have certainly found his approach to the
whistleblower is wrong, but a measure of how badly theschool council very refreshing. That is what it should be
department has acted to date in relation to this issue is that vedout: concentrate on the importance of the school.
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As | said, Graeme Young has also played a very importarftexibility, not currently available to them through legislation, to
role in supporting soccer, and the Newton schoolgrounds aréflect local considerations in their governance regime.
the grounds used for eastern district soccer. On Saturday 7 The constitution adopted by a council will distinguish between

governing council and a school council. It will specify the
OC,tOber the en_d of the season.barbecue and trophy pl'esﬂ?émbership and the wide-ranging functions of a council, including
tation was held in the Newton Primary School. Unfortunatelyaccounting and auditing procedures and practices.
| was not able to attend but Graeme Young, the soccer Provision is made for the establishment and dissolution of school
coordinator, welcomed Ross Joel, who is the Principal ofouncils and governing councils in a range of situations to accommo-
Hectorville Primary School, and Judi Francis, the Principafjate new and existing individual schools, amalgamation, clustering

f Newton Pri School I | t and closure of schools. It is proposed that future councils will
o Newton Frimary School, as well as players, parents anfjetermine whether they are to be established as governing councils,

friends. Also present were Mrs Ros Tiller and Greg Dicksongr not.

staff members at Hectorville Primary School; and Mrs The functions and responsibilities of head teachers who work
Rhonda Cheal, Mrs Pauline Oborne and Mr John lannunzidvith a governing council will change, commensurate with the
staff members at Newton Primary School. Graeme Youngtrengthened role and functions of the governing council from an

. . . advisory to a decision-making body. The roles of both will be
thanked them for their assistance over the year. There is Ngicylated, they will jointly exercise authority and control, and will

doubt that soccer is a success story at Newton Primary Schogkerefore have responsibility for the successful integration of
and | think the work that Graeme Young has put into socceleadership, governance and management.
surely should be acknowledged. The parents were thanked, The head teacher will continue to be the educational leader, and

: ) . . : il be accountable both to the governing council and the Chief
| mention the coaches’ trophies: under 9 Sophie Cardlnal%/xecutive for the management of the site, with responsibility for the
under 11 Jade Kalweit, and under 13 Alex Kulikovsky. Thesupervision of all staff.

under 11 and 13 coach, Mr Michael Prodromou, donated an Council accountability will be strengthened to reflect its greater
extra trophy to players from each team for the most improvegowers. It will be accountable to the Minister for Education and
player: under 11 Adam Pinzone and under 13 Peter Kardzhildren's Services and responsible to the whole community for the
kasilis. Mr Prodromou said he would coach the next year' Strategic objectives and policies of the school or preschool.

- . ; S Al government schools will have either a school council or a
team. And that will be the combined school again and that igoverning council. Government schools will teach programs

great to see. Three players from Newton Primary School wereonsistent with the department’s broad curriculum goals as defined
selected in the SAPSASA Torrens River District Team. Theypy the Curriculum Standards and Accountability Framework, and the
were Peter Karakasilis, Stefan Welch and Irene ProdromodePartment will remain the employing authority for teachers.

. . Students will continue to have right of access to their local school
Irene also played in the SAPSASA state team. None of thi§, . eschool. The increased staffing flexibility afforded by local
would be possible without the hard work that volunteers puinanagement will respect the industrial rights of employees, and
into schools and on school councils, and today | congratulatgtaffing entitlements for schools and preschools will be based on
Graeme Young for all the work he has done. current industrial agreements and will be the same for all departmen-
Time expired tal schools and preschools.
p ) Under proposed arrangements, it will be possible for a governing
council to operate as the Management Committee for a children’s
ASSOCIATIONSINCORPORATION (OPPRESSIVE services centre within the meaning of tBaildren’s Services Act
OR UNREASONABLE ACTS) AMENDMENT BILL 1983
The amendment ensures that protection is given to council
Received from the Legislative Council and read a ﬁrsl{nembers in the proper discharge of their duties, but also gives power
. o the Minister to remove council members should certain specific
time. circumstances arise, and, in writing, to suspend powers or functions
of councils in urgent circumstances.
EDUCATION (COUNCILSAND CHARGES) The status of affiliated committees will be enhanced through
AMENDMENT BILL provision for them to also operate under a constitution approved by
the Minister. The constitution is to contain provisions regarding its
TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism) obtained membership, functions, meetings, accounting and auditing practices

| . il § h ._and conduct.
eave and introduced a bill for an act to amend the Education g4 compulsory materials and services charges, the intent of the

Act 1972 and to make a related amendment to the Childrensmendment is to establish in the Act:

Services Act 1985. Read a first time. - acompulsory materials and services charge in respect of students
TheHon. J. HALL: | move: who reside in South Australia and who are eligible for permanent
That this bill b d dti residency in Australia;

a S bill be now read a secon_ Ime. . - authority for the Director-General to establish charges for tuition,
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted materials and services in respect of full-fee-paying non-residents,
in Hansard without my reading it. and in certain other circumstances;
Leave granted. - provision for charges in respect of elective curricular activities
o ) undertaken by students;
The purpose of this Bill is to amend tiiglucation Act 19720 . proyision for voluntary contributions to be made to schools by
establish a system of governance and management of government parents of students.

schools and to allow a range of compulsory and voluntary charges. The materials and services charge will be limited to course

__ For governance and management of government schools, thgaterials such as stationery, books, apparatus, equipment, organised

intent of the amendment is to establish, in the Act: activities or other materials and services, the lease or hire of

- a system of governance based upon school councils and gogurriculum-related goods and the costs directly related to an
erning councils as incorporated bodies operating under @ducation course, and other activities provided in accordance with
constitution approved by the Minister; _ _ the curriculum determined by the Director-General.
the flexibility and risk management required to implement  The maximum compulsory charge will be prescribed in the Act,
governance and local management of schools; applying respectively to secondary and primary courses of instruc-
provisions for affiliated committees to operate under a constition across the government school system (excluding preschool,
tution, approved by the Minister. which is exempt from compulsory charges in accordance with
This amendment provides that every school council is a bodysovernment policy). The head teacher is responsible for fixing the

corporate that operates under a constitution approved by thmaterials and services charge which must be approved by the school

Minister, and is not an agency or instrumentality of the Crown. Thecouncil. Any amount up to the maximum amount will be subject to

requirement for approval of the constitution will allow schools thelegal recovery in a court by a school council. In the event that legal
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recovery of a debt is required, the school council is the legal entity As in the current Act, the section contemplates that there may
who must take action through the court. be one school council for a group of schools and a school council
In order to ensure transparency to parents in the matter of is given the status of a body corporate.

charges, the payment advice issued by schools to parents mustbein ~ The requirement for a school council to operate under a
accordance with the instructions of the Director-General. The written constitution is new. Currently, the Act and the regulations

notification to parents will clearly specify that the materials and govern various aspects of the operation of school councils.

services charge is a compulsory, legally-enforceable payment. If a The new section includes express recognition that school
voluntary contribution is also requested of parents, the discretionary councils are not agencies or instrumentalities of the Crown.
nature of this component will be disclosed. It is intended that the 84.  Constitution of school council

Director-General’s guidelines issued to all schools will require that This section sets out various matters that must be included in
all components must be itemised on the payment advice issued to the constitution of a school council.
parents. ) ) In the case of a governing council, the council is to be given
The head teacher has the capacity to enable payment by instal- a role (specified in the constitution) in respect of—
ments over the school year, with full payment being met, however, - strategic planning for the school;
by the end of the third school term. _ - determining policies for the school;
Charges can be waived or refunded where appropriate. Parents . determining the application of the total financial resources
Whp qualify for School _Card arrangements are not at present legally available to the school;
obliged to pay any portion of the materials and services charge, and . presenting operational plans and reports on its operations to
this practice will continue. If there is a gap between the amount of the school community and the Minister.
the School Card and the amount of the compulsory charge, the gap  The members of a governing council are to comply with a
payment may be requested as a voluntary contribution only, it will code of practice approved by the Minister and the council is
not be legally recoverable from the parent. _ required to participate in a scheme for the resolution of
The Act will provide that a student must not be refused materials disputes between the council and the head teacher.

or services for non-payment of the materials and services charge by The section contemplates a governing council also consti-
his or her parents, as responsibility for non-payment lies with the tuting the management committee of a registered children’s

parent, not the student. services centre.

Activities made available to students on an elective basis will be The section also contemplates the functions of school
subject to the payment of a fee, as is current practice and payment councils extending to pre-school education and the education,
for these activities would be legally recoverable. care, recreation, health or welfare of students outside of school

The Amendment Bill expands the powers of the Minister to  hours.

include the provision of preschool, primary and secondary education Allowance is made for a constitution to provide for the estab-
or other educational services to students who do not reside in this |ishment of committees which may comprise members, non-

State. This enables Australian students in other States seeking members or both members and non-members and for delegations
educational programs through on-line or correspondence coursesin tg committees or to other school councils.
COnJUnCUOn with studies in their home State to be enrolled in South 85. Establishment and dissolution of school councils

Australian schools, and to be charged tuition and other fees. This section provides for the establishment of school councils
In some circumstances, students of registered non-government for Government or proposed Government schools and the
schools participate in subjects delivered through the Open Access restructuring of school councils where schools are amalgamated
College. The amendment will regularise this arrangement, and enable or councils are to be amalgamated or split.
the College, and other government schools, to fix fees and charges  The Minister is to determine the constitution under which a
to the non-government school, and to exempt as appropriate. pewly established school council is to operate. However, a
Similarly, schools will be able to apply fees and charges in respect governing council constitution cannot be chosen unless the
of adults undertaking, on an elective basis, courses and training council is replacing one or more existing governing councils.
programs provided by government schools. However, such fees will Where restructuring occurs, provision is made for the
not be applied to adults who re-enter government schools 0 gistribution of assets and liabilities of a dissolved school council
complete their post-compulsory secondary education. ) by order of the Minister without payment of stamp duty.
Relevant fees will be published by the Director-General inthe gg.  Affiliated committees (eg Parents & Friends)

Government Gazette. This section is similar to the existing provision for the estab-

| Commend thIS bl" to hOI‘lOurable members. |ishment Of aff”lated committeesl
Explanation of Clauses As with school councils, the requirement for an affiliated
Clause 1: Short title committee to operate under a constitution approved by the
Clause 2: Commencement Minister is new.
These clauses are formal. 87.  Constitution of affiliated committee
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 5—Interpretation This section sets out the types of provisions to be included in
This clause inserts definitions necessary for the amendments the constitution. o _ .
contained in this measure. 88.  Amendment of constitution of school council or affiliated
In particular, it inserts a definition of a governing council—a commitiee o
school council for a Partnerships 21 site. The distinguishing feature Under this section an amendment to a constitution proposed
is that the council is jointly responsible with the head teacher of the by & school council or affiliated committee is of no effect until
school for the governance of the school. approved by the Minister. A school council may only submit an

The definition of head teacher is substituted so that it results in - @mendment to the constitution of the council that would resultin

a designation of a particular person as the head teacher of a school, the COIU.?Cir'] becomin? ahgo;em(ijng COLr‘]nC" t? tﬁe Miﬂist?r foaa%-
rather than a description of the duties of a head teacher. In the case Proval if the coulnm , the head teacher of the sc °h° and the
of governing councils, the responsibility of the head teacher forthe  Diréctor-General are signatories to an agreement that contem-

governance of the school will be a joint responsibility with the ~ Plates thatresult. . .
governing council. The Minister is given power to direct a school council or

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 9—General powers of Minister affiliated committee to amend its constitution, but only after

A new subsection is added to make it clear that the Minister may having given 3 months notice to the council or committee and

. P given proper consideration to any representations.
g\r/%\'{:sdeeagorrespondence courses to students who reside interstate or The Minister cannot give a direction under this section that

) o would result in the school council becoming a governing council.
Clause 5: Substitution of Part 8 That can only be achieved through approval of an amendment to

The Part dealing with school councils is substituted. the constitution submitted to the Minister by the council.
PART 8 89.  Model constitutions
SCHOOL COUNCILS The Minister may publish model constitutions. Any alter-
83.  School councils ations to the model must be noted and the Minister is given

This section reflects the current situation that all Government  absolute discretion to approve or refuse to approve a constitution
primary and secondary schools have school councils. that contains such an alteration.
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90. Copies of constitutions and codes of practice to be
available for inspection

Under this section the Minister is required to keep copies of

constitutions and codes of practice available for public inspec-

tion.

91. Limitation on power to deal with real property

This limitation is the same as that under the current Act—the

Minister’'s consent is required to any acquisition or disposal of

real property by a school council.

92.  Limitation on power to borrow money

This limitation is the same as that under the current Act—the
Minister's consent is required before a school council may
borrow money. Provision is made for a Treasurer’s guarantee.

Details of the School Loans Advisory Committee are no
longer set out in the Act but provision is still made for such a
committee to be established to provide advice to the Minister on
proposals of school councils to borrow money.

93. General limitation in respect of curriculum, discipline
and staff

Subsection (1) makes it clear that a school council (including
a governlng council) is not to interfere in—

Ithe provision of instruction in accordance with the curricu-
um;

the day to day management of the provision of that instruc-
tion;

the administration of discipline within the school.
Subsections (2) and (3) largely reflect provisions currently in
the regulations. Under these subsections, a school council is
prevented from interfering in how staff members go about the
performance of their duties.

Conflict of interest
This section elevates the conflict of interest provision from
the regulations to the Act. A member of a school council must
not take part in deliberations in relation to a contract or proposed
contract in which the member has a direct or indirect pecuniary
interest.

95.  Accounts

The Director-General or Auditor-General is given power to
inspect and audit the accounts of a school council or affiliated
committee.

96.  Administrative instructions

Under the current Act the Minister may issue binding
administrative instructions relating to borrowing by school
councils. Under the current regulations other administrative
instructions may be issued.

This section generalises the power of the Minister to issue
binding administrative instructions to school councils and
affiliated committees.

97.  Minister's power to remove members

This section gives the Minister power to remove a member
of a school council or affiliated committee from office—
for misconduct;
for failure or incapacity to carry out the duties of office
satisfactorily;
if of the opinion that the membership should be reconstituted
for various stipulated reasons;
for any other reasonable cause.

Minister's power to suspend powers or functions in

urgent circumstances
This section gives the Minister power to prohibit or restrict
the exercise of a power or the performance of a function of a
school council or affiliated committee if the Minister considers
that necessary or desirable as a matter of urgency.

99.  Validity of acts

This is a standard provision providing for the validity of acts
of a council or committee despite a vacancy in membership or
adefect in the election or appointment of a member. The current
regulations only partially cover this matter.

100. Immunity

This provision provides immunity to members or former
members of school councils, committees established by school
councils and affiliated committees.

Clause 6: Insertion of ss. 106A to 106C

94.

98.

This clause inserts sections 106A to 106C which deal with charges.

106A. Materials and services charge

This section gives the head teacher of a Government school
power to fix a materials and services charge for students enrolled
at the school.

The section imposes certain restrictions on the setting of the
charge namely that the charge is not to exceed a specified amount
(subject to CPI increases), that in setting the charge, certain
factors may and may not be taken into account and that the basis
for the charge must be disclosed to the school council and the
proposed charge approved by the council.

The section contemplates the setting of differential charges
according to year level or any other factor.

Liability for the charge is provided for as follows:

for a child student, the parents are liable;

for a dependent adult student, the parents and the student
are liable;

for a non-dependent adult student, the student is liable.

The section provides that written notice must be given of the
amount of the charge and that payment may not be required
before 14 days from the date of the notice.

The section gives the head teacher of a Government school
power, in a particular case or class of cases, to allow for payment
of the charge by instalments, to waive or reduce the charge or to
refund the charge in whole or in part. However, this power is
subject to any directions of the Director. The section makes the
charge recoverable as a debt due to the school council.

The section further provides that in any legal proceedings an
apparently genuine certificate signed by the head teacher stating
certain specified matters relating to an outstanding charge is, in
the absence of proof to the contrary, proof of the matters so
specified. This standard evidentiary provision essentially means
that the onus would be on the person specified in the certificate
as liable for the debt to disprove the matters specified.

A significant safeguard is afforded to students by the inclu-
sion of a provision that prohibits the withholding of materials or
services from a student by reason of non-payment of the charge.
106B. Charges for certain overseas and non-resident students

This section gives the Director-General power to fix charges
for certain overseas students of Government schools and students
of Government schools who reside outside the State.

The section contemplates the setting of differential charges
according to year level, subject or any other factor.

Liability for the charge is set out as follows:

for a child student, the parents are liable;

for a dependent adult student, the parents and the student
are liable;

for a non-dependent adult student, the student is liable.

The section also gives the Director-General power, in a
particular case or class of cases, to allow for payment of the
charges by instalments, to waive or reduce the charges, to refund
the charges in whole or in part or to require a person to give
security (eg. a bond) for payment of the charges. The section
makes the charge recoverable as a debt due to the Minister.

The section provides that in any legal proceedings an
apparently genuine certificate signed by the head teacher stating
certain specified matters relating to an outstanding charge is, in
the absence of proof to the contrary, proof of the matters so
specified. This standard evidentiary provision essentially means
that the onus would be on the person specified in the certificate
as liable for the debt to disprove the matters specified.

The section defines a ‘student’ as including a prospective
student, so that application fees may be fixed pursuant to this
section for prospective students.
106C. Certain other payments unaffected

Thls section provides that nothing in the Act prevents—

charges being made for—
instruction other than for that provided in accordance with
the curriculum;
extra-curricular activities;
curricular activities not forming part of the core of
compulsory activities (eg. excursions, performances at the
school etc.);
charges being made for instruction or activities for adults
not enrolled in secondary education;
charges being made to the governing authority of a non-
Government school for a student of that school under-
talﬂngla course of instruction provided by a Government
school;
certain invitations being made to parents, students or
others to make, or the receipt from such persons of,
voluntary payments (eg. fund-raising payments) for the
purposes of the school.

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 107—Regulations
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This clause amends section 107 of the principal Act by removingneeded to be found for people within the community and it
references to certain matters to do with school councils, now coveragjas very difficult.

by new Part 8. The clause also substitutes for subsectigsa(?) People can understand that members of the family like to

broad regulation-making power in respect of any matter pertainin - e . .
to school councils, affiliated committees or their operation. Sia<e‘3p their aged within their own community rather than

SCHEDULE 1 having them in nursing homes which might be a long way
Transitional Provisions away and which causes problems for people who do not have
Clause 1: Head teachers access to transport if they want to see their aged relatives.

This clause ensures that current head teachers remain designated asThe other issue relates particularly to aged care for people
heag|;ii%hzerséz%rot&ecgﬂ:ﬁ:%i-es of the Act. of non-English speaking background and the lack of services
This clause ensures that current school councils continue to operarf_lé\./allable for.these people. Within the ltalian community we
Each school council is given the opportunity to adopt a constitutiod1ave two Italian nursing homes on the eastern and the western
and seek the Minister’s approval of that constitution. The Ministerside of the city that do an excellent job. However, the number
may determine the constitution under which a council is to operatgf beds available certainly are nowhere near enough to cover

if no action is taken by the council within 6 months of commence- ; ; ; ;
ment or if the Minister rejects the council’s proposal. However, thethe needs of the ltalian community. I have had experience in

Minister cannot determine that the constitution is to be thatd®aling with this problem. When we placed my mother in a

appropriate to a governing council unless the school is a Partnershipgirsing home we were assured that there were lItalian

21 site. B ) speaking staff who would be able to address her needs. When
Clause 3: Affiliated committees it came to seeing what services were available, the matron’s

This clause ensures that current affiliated committees continue tRnowIedge of Italian was having studied Italian for one year
operate. As with councils, affiliated committees are given an

opportunity to adopt a constitution but may have one determined fof? Primary school, and so she was not able to provide any

them by the Minister if they do not do so within 6 months of €xtra assistance to my mother. | think that example is
commencement or if the Minister rejects the committee’s proposaindicative of many other places.

SCHEDULE2 Mental health is also a very serious issue within my

Amendment of Children's Services Act community. As we have seen the deinstitutionalisation of

This amendment complements proposed new section 84(3) bé : : P
expressly contemplating that the management committee of eople suffering from mental iliness who now live in the

registered children’s services centre may constitute a school councilany boarding houses we have in Norwood, we are now
seeing people, particularly men, walking up and down the
TheHon. M.D. RANN secured the adjournment of the Street with nothing to do with their time. They have no-one
debate. to look after them, assess their needs and ensure that they are
taking the medication they need in order to be able to live a
ADDRESSIN REPLY fruitful life. If people were to visit the boarding houses, they
would discover that most of them are fairly unattractive, there
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed orare several beds to a room and there is no common area
motion). (Continued from page 167.) where people can spend some time recreating, watching
television or whatever. There is nowhere for them to go, so
MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): I will be very briefwith  they spend their time on the street, which leads to behaviour
regard to my contribution to the Address in Reply and | dowhich many people in the community find offensive. But,
not want to prolong the agony that we have been subjecteggain, where should the blame lie: with the people who do not
toin the last two weeks. Mr Deputy Speaker, you and | havéave the means to look after themselves or the health system
had many discussions about the running of parliament anghich is not looking after them?
how it could become much more efficient. | feel very strongly  we have heard from the Minister for Human Services over
about the address in reply and the amount of time that wg considerable period about reports and recommendations on
devote to it. We are now in our second week of sitting and Wenental health within our state and what should be done; and
have done nothing in terms of legislation which is of benefitrecently there was an announcement that some millions of
to the state. Yes, members have been able to speak ab@#llars would be put into mental health, but have we seen
various issues that | have no doubt are important to membegything happen? No. | despair for those members of my
of their community, but I feel that in this chamber we shouldcommunity who have a real need.
be debating legislation. It is only through introducing bills | will not prolong my comments, because, as | have
and passing acts that we are going to improve the lot ohdicated, | feel that, if we have things to say in our Address
people within our community. in Reply contribution, we could insert that Hansardand
However, there are various issues which are of importanceave the parliament an enormous amount of time. We are
to my community and | do not intend to debate them at lengtiyeing roundly criticised by the community and the media for
today. As | have said on many occasions, people feel that thie fact that we do not spend much time in this parliament
community of Norwood is a very affluent community with and the time that we do spend in here is not very productive.
very few problems, but | can say that we have particular certainly do not want to contribute to being unproductive
issues in Norwood and one of them is the issue of aged caegd | do wish that we could do something about improving
and nursing homes. | have had personal experience withtae conduct of this parliament.
family member, my mother, in trying to get appropriate care
and attention in nursing home accommodation for her. There Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The first thing | want to do is
are many people in the community who are currentlyoffer my condolences to the Premier on his recent bereave-
suffering. We are told by the commonwealth government thatnent. The next thing | want to do is congratulate His
in South Australia we have the highest percentage number &xcellency, Sir Eric, and Lady Neal on the job which they do.
nursing beds per capita. However, | can cite instances in miReferring to His Excellency, | relate my remarks not just to
community where, within the space of a month, two nursinghis bringing before us the address to the parliament outlining
homes closed down which meant that 50 extra places wetbe government’s plan of business as is the purpose of this
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debate but also to his role in seeing that the public of South My preferred model was for the consumers to be given a
Australia are reassured that the role of the head of state chance, at the domestic level in the first instance, to take
separate from and independent of government when it comahares, at least in the retailing business of electricity, if not
to the constitutional function of that office. Because it isin the whole lot, and make it a public company that was
there, it naturally has to give the imprimatur to the will of substantially owned by its consumers. Many of the problems
parliament as expressed in the acts which parliament deigmow confronting us would not have arisen, and | draw
to pass. They do not become law without that imprimatur, bumembers’ attention to one of them. One after another | will
they are advised, the heads of state in our constitution, thab. The first is this: you now have Australian Gaslight, which
the government of the day through the form of Executiveowns the retailing business, pursuing people for debts that
Council wishes assent to be given so that such acts becomere incurred to ETSA before it was even touted as being
law. appropriate for privatisation.

The most important function of all then is that directand  Going back years it is chasing up people who have owed
immediate exercisable responsibility of dismissing a governETSA money. Those people should have paid their debts—let
ment which is acting unconstitutionally—acting outside theme make that plain—but the fact is that they did not and
law—and leaving it to the people to decide who theirETSA, in its own time and under its management, account-
individual representatives should be electorate by electorataple to the government of the day, whether that was Labor or
and, once the House is reconstituted following the return okiberal, chose not to pursue those people. The retailing arm
the writs, it is known whether or not any one member of thehas now been sold and some smart alec senior middle
parliament has a sufficient number of supporters to form ananager has decided to make a name for himself as a debt
government. That is the difference between ourselves and tleellector and get a lot of money quickly through using tactics
Slobodan Milosevic problem where you get a fool, a naivethat no government would dare use—fear, coercion and
and an evil man who is all but a dictator, and nonethelesthreatening in all sorts of ways that are not documented—on
compelled to go to an election, and in the belief that theypeople who owe money from years ago: if they do not pay
might win they go to that election, but once the election resulthings will go wrong for them.
is known they will not cede power. In the instance of | do not sympathise with anyone who does not pay their
Milosevic in Yugoslavia he did not do so, because there wabills, but | do sympathise that if they have not paid their bill,
no-one superior and senior to himself. That is the danger,and the instrumentality to which they owed the money
say, in having a constitution structured in that fashion: youdecided to forgo it, it is not the prerogative of someone who
end up with despots doing things that are illegal. then buys that instrumentality to go out and pursue those

Since the last time that we had the privilege of thecustomers who were there before for the funds that were
parliament being opened by our Governor, Sir Eric Neal, wewed by them to the former business. If that continues it will
have seen other things happen in a similarly constituteglst not be a major white-out for the Liberal Party in terms of
democracy in Fiji where one person, with a bunch ofthe numbers being slashed at the next election: there will
supporters, simply defeated the intention of the electorate arttardly be a Liberal member left in this place.
the result of an election, and forced the issue back to the point Mr Foley: Really?
where the constitution is to be rewritten in Fiji. Thatis sad, Mr LEWIS; That is the way | see it—the backlash that
but I want to make the point that it is interesting to note thatill come from ordinary people who see it as grossly unfair
all the indigenous people of Fiji are trying to do is what | hearand improper for Australian Gaslight’s debt collection agency
so many other people in Australian parliaments and publito go out now and attempt to collect those bills and enforce
life telling us we should do; that is, give land rights andits will. That is quite wrong.
control of certain elements of the constitutional function of ~ The other thing that | see as having gone wrong was the
parliament and government to the hands of the so-calledhoice of technology for the Pelican Point power station, and
indigenous people. that cost me a friendship of more than 20 years with the

To my mind then, on the one hand, members of parliamerturrent Treasurer—but the way that the Treasurer is behaving
in the states and in Canberra prate about George Speigham well rid of him. | will have something more to say about
acting illegally and seeking and obtaining through thosehat in a minute, but the technology that was chosen is wrong,
actions, be they illegal, the result for the indigenous Fijiansand every month that goes by more and more power utilities
that he and they wanted as being bad; and, on the other haadbund the world are choosing the cooling tower technology
here, they support and encourage similar misconduct amomghich has modules in it.
people who claim to be descended at least in part from the You add the number of modules required for the site and
inhabitants of this continent prior to the arrival of other folk you adjust the number you use according to the amount of
from elsewhere in the world such as Europe and other placedectricity that you are generating at the moment and expect
more recently, and that is hypocritical—and | will leave thatto be generating within the next short time frame, of an hour
matter at that point. or so.

The next point | draw attention to is the general construct Mr Foley interjecting:
of what the government has said it wants to do in this coming Mr LEWIS: It does indeed and, quite properly, the
session. It did not address the great issues of concern in tlheember for that district (now known as Hart, formerly
electorate abroad at this stage and it touted its own view dbemaphore) points out that Boral has a power plant there that
its actions as being great and for the benefit of the public andses cooling tower technology. The big picture looks about
the state. One of the things that has been touted as being gréa same but the bottom line is very different because if one
is the sale of the electricity assets—broken up and sold. Agoes for direct heat discharge, as the Treasurer has and the
| said whilst | was still a member of the government party—fools that he had advising him in ERSU (direct heat discharge
and | will continue to say—I agree with that in broad for the Port River), one will find that, on the hottest of days,
principle, but | disagree utterly with the model that wasand if there happens to be a dodge tide, it will cut the capacity
chosen and now we can see the botch that is coming out. of that power station to the point where we will not be able
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to cope with the demands being placed on our total generating Let me now turn to the effects of government policy on
capacity. regional development boards. As | see it, the government is
And we do not have the means by which we can imporsimply taking money out of one hand that it was giving to
that power through the inadequate interconnector that weegional development boards, rebadging it and giving it back
have at the Victorian border and the other interconnectori another and claiming publicly that it has handed out
which we might otherwise have had with New South Walesanother couple of million dollars, or thereabouts. | have said
but which are not there because of the policy of the governpreviously that is really terrible politics, and | could use
ment in deciding that it would not allow an interconnectionexpressions in shorter form than—
between New South Wales and South Australia to compete. Mr Foley: Don't hold back.
It wanted to maximise the amount of money that it would get Mr LEWIS: Hot, steamy, green, soft, sloppy—
for the licence for the Pelican Point power station. Foolishly, Mr Foley: No, hold back, hold back.
in my judgment, it has granted that licence to National Power, Mr LEWIS: Yes, we know where we are going and we
which will use it in a bargaining toggle, knowing that it can do not want the rounds of the cattle pen again; okay? The
always supply notionally—it is the virtual pond of electrici- government says that it is going to reform the parliament. The
ty—from its Moe-based power station of some 1 700 to 1 80@overnment had said that when | was a member of it, and |
megawatts. It will use Pelican Point to stoke up a higher pricevas keen to see that happen, yet time has passed and it has
level where it bids into that pool when it expects weathemot happened. It is still not too late. We ought to do to that.
conditions to enable it to get higher prices, and we will sufferWe ought to reduce the size of the House of Assembly by
| also criticise then the structure of the market, which is16—from 47 to 31, at least. | would not mind if it were 35,
now being interpreted to mean something different to whabut 31 will do; that is about a third. That would mean that our
was explained to me by the Treasurer and the fools who hawdectorates in the House of Assembly would increase by

been advising him over this deal, and they are fools. about 50 per cent and that government would be determined
Mr Foley: Who? by the return of 16 members in here.
Mr LEWIS: The people in ERSU. Mr Foley: | don't think that your seat would survive.
Mr Foley interjecting: Mr LEWIS: It most certainly would. The seat of Mount

Mr LEWIS: Totally incompetent. They do not deserve Gambier would expand by 50 per cent and take all of the
a cent. They should pay us to enable them to publicise th8outh-East, as it ought to; that is the seat of Gordon of which
fact that they got a job here. They do not even deserve to Hespeak. The next seat to be formed would have in it the
indentured as apprentices in anything, leave alone paid tHgpper South-East, the Mallee and the Lower Murray. All of
millions. It was not just a couple of hundred thousand dollarghat area | have represented before, and | get just as much
or a couple of million dollars: it is in excess of $30 million. correspondence now from that area as | do from within my
Mr Foley: What are the backgrounds of some of theseown constituency, be it the mallee itself, the northern mallee,
people? the area around the Angas-Bremer plains or the Lower
Mr LEWIS: Yes, they are terrible. | wish | had time to Murray. People come to see me and | tell them that, if they
explain that, and | am sure that the member for Hart knowsave a matter of substance of concern about a department,
very well what their backgrounds are. A mistake has beethey must go and see their own member, the member for
made there now. We were supposed to get a deregulatddackillop. However, if they want to discuss policy options,
market for our consumers in which it would be possible forl am willing to listen.
them to shop around for the cheapest power. That was If we did that, we would then, through economies of scale,
supposed to begin in the next few months but it cannot do senable ourselves to reduce the size of the ministry to some-
because there is not adequate power available this cominlging that is more realistic. At present it is really just the
summer in the pool of real deliveries that must be made imeans by which the Premier hangs on to power. He has
South Australia to enable those power demands to be met. Socreased it to 15 so he has enough people beholden to him
the market is constrained by that amount. to ensure that he can retain the numbers. | have explained
| think that has very serious implications for South before publicly, and | want to explain here, that reform in the
Australia’s smaller businesses and domestic consumers, whegislative Council could be and should be undertaken
will suffer brownouts and blackouts, | will wager, if there is immediately by reducing the size of that chamber from 22 to
to be anything like normal heatwaves this coming summerl7. That would mean that there would always be one person
I could go on about that. | mention it only because mywho could be elected as President and the others could get on
credibility as a member in this place depends on my beingvith the job of forming committees to review all of govern-
able to demonstrate to my electors that | am aware and alemtent’s functions.
to these things based, at least, on the factual information | am In my judgment, all legislative councillors should be paid
given. at the same rate as junior ministers are at present and they
My policy position has always been, as you know, sir, thashould sit pretty well in continuous session. That is where the
good policy cannot be at odds with good science. The sciengaiblic accounts ought to be scrutinised through the Economic
must be there; the facts must be established; and, once thatd Finance Committee. We would not need committees in
is done, you have the framework within which it is possiblethe reduced House of Assembly because its primary purpose
to develop policy options—and the policy that comes out ofvould be arguing the toss over policy as to who ought to
that is more likely than not to be successful. However, if yourgovern come the next election and from election to election.
policy option is at odds with good science to start with and  In the upper house, though, no political party that has a
ignores facts in the second level, then the decision tree yopresence in the lower house and is registered for handing out
use from which to select the policy option will always be how-to-vote cards ought to be allowed to exist. It ought to
more likely than not to fail. That is the kind of truth that | am comprise people who represent the regions of this state, be
sure that members of ERSU have never understood. Thekiey in the metropolitan area or elsewhere. The manner in
were certainly not trained in logic. which | suggest that we can make up 17 members simply is
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to take five seats in one part and elect them at large and then Mr LEWIS: | think about as much of this government as
form six regional seats by combining two federal electorated,did of the Bannon Government at the time that it refused to
such as Grey and Wakefield, to form a region, and that wouldee the signs. It was atrocious and regrettable that there was
become a regional seat in the Legislative Council. a continuing attempt to shore up the grossly irresponsible
Such a seat would have two members, one elected at eaBtismanagement of the state’s bank and finance house and the
alternate election. Six members would have an eight-yeasltimate cost that had for our taxpayers.
term, elected this time, and another six would be elected next Let me return to the upper house as | see it better com-
time, having an eight-year term. The five at large would beyrised than it is at the moment and the functions it would
elected every time the House of Assembly goes out. On thigave. Those members would have electorate offices where
one hand there would be continuity of thought from thethey represent the regional seats in the regions, as do
regions, because they would have members with an eighinembers of the House of Assembly now. They would be paid
year term, and, on the other hand, there would be peopler from the savings that have been made by the reduction in
responsive to the immediate needs of the electorate, electiehe size of the House of Assembly and the reduction in the
by election, all five seats being vacated and up for re-electiogize of the Legislative Council. It would prevent South
every time the House of Assembly election is held. Australia’s ever again having an upper house that is merely
That system would enable the upper house to properlg sinecure for party hacks, where it is extremely difficult for
become the house of review, not only reviewing governmenanybody of independent mind to do their bit for the state.

legislation. We would not need any ministers in that chamber.  As the member for Hart has invited me to, | want to move
Any bill that passed the lower house would be referrechn and draw attention to some of the other debacles that are
automatically to theNotice Paperof the upper house and, of particular concern to me. | see now that the Holdfast
unless any member of the upper house in one week (remenghores proposal does not fix the Patawalonga. It is still a
ber that they are sitting in continuous session either agjoody mess and will continue to be. The Barcoo Outlet will
committee in various forms or to consider the legislation thahot address it in an effective way and it seems from the most
has come from the lower house) notified the clerk of theecent disclosure about shifting sand that it will cost well over
upper house of their intention to speak on the matter that wagg times what the Public Works Committee was assured
on theNotice Paper it would automatically be deemed to would be the cost annually of moving the sand along the
have passed that chamber and go on to Executive Councileach artificially so that it did not choke up access to the
The constitution could also provide for the means by whichpatawalonga boat haven. It has cut off the view—the vista to
emergency legislation could be put through both houses afe sea—as you drive down Anzac Highway. You cannot see
parliament in the event that theT need arose in a shorter perigge sea, you just think that you are driving to another part of
than that—24 hours. There is no reason that could nahe city, and that is sad. Whilst | regretted that, | was prepared
happen. to accept it originally on the basis that the development would
The other benefit of having a house as | have proposed iolve the water quality problems in the Patawalonga area.
that we would get the so-called elder statesmen of the South | gee the National Wine Centre as still being a good deal
Australian community, already widely known, placing their 15 5outh Australia but just being allowed to blow out on
names on the ballot paper for that house and being elected {ghimsy in terms of total cost, and that is something that | do
it. They would not come necessarily from politics. Indeed, st fee| any pride in and | do not think Mr Rick Allert ought
anything but. It should be a requirement that anyone seeking, ake any comfort from it. | also see that the Auditor-
nomination to the ballot paper, when they first apply, has tQseneral drew attention to the deceitful device used by the
swear and state that they are not a member of any politic@remier and others to pay money to the South Australian
party, and their seat becomes vacant if they join one any timgtional Football League to erect a stand that could easily
that they are a member. The six seats would each have Wy heen financed by the South Australian National Football
members, which makes 12, and the five elected at large ma'ﬁ%ague from private sources, such as the banks and finance

it17. ) _ ) houses, and paid off immediately because it is already
As | have said, the committees in the upper house wouldversubscribed, and that is sad.

be the Economic and Finance Committee, the Public Works
Committee, the Social Development Committee in toto, an
even the Occupational Health and Safety Committee oug ight be worth hundreds of millions of dollars to South

to b_e based in that chamber, whe_re there are no pol!tlp ustralia. They could have been in my own electorate, for in-
parties and the duty of its membe_rs Is to constantly Scru“r."s%ance—but that is not happening. | note that the minister at
whether or not thg government is being gven-handed r|gq e table does understand the great benefits that would come
across the board in the state in geographical terms— from better use of the water that presently evaporates from

MsKey: Hear, hear! Lake Albert and Lake Alexandrina as part of what South

Mr LEWIS: | am grateful to the honourable member for Australia gets in its entitlement flow. While | hear him quote
bothering to understand what | am explaining. Whether shgome 500 gigalitres a year lost to evaporation, that is, 500 000
ultimately agrees with or supports it is a matter for her. Imegalitres, that figure has otherwise been assessed as being
would welcome her support because it is the only way tha¥00 000 plus. It depends on the particular season. In a year
parliamentary democracy will survive, given the level of when the continent is dry and the winds from the north are
cynicism we now have as a consequence of the mess that thigy, we would have our greatest evaporation losses, and they
government has made of the administration of public affairgvould be the years in which we have greatest need. We
following immediately on the heels of the great mess that wagould be losing, most certainly, in such years well over
made by the previous government. 700 million megalitres of water, foolishly, | am sure. We

Mr Foley: Tell us what you really think about the could do so many good things with that water, so say for the
government. benefit of the environment.

The Governor's speech could have addressed other
evelopments which might have been undertaken and which
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Let me turn to another matter that has dismayed andtold them at the time that we would be happy to support the
appalled me, that is, the cheapness with which members dfitiative as a government if consensus could be reached—
the government in the upper house chose to attack me #nd consensus was reached. In fact, support from both the
cover up their defamation of me at the time that | wasMaster Builders Association and the Housing Industry
expelled from the Parliamentary Liberal Party; when the HonAssociation, as well as the relevant unions, was obtained and
Legh Davis and the Hon. Angus Redford had some sport dtdecided to push ahead.
my expense by asking a specious and hypothetical question Unfortunately, during that time there was a reshuffle and,
of the Hon. Rob Lucas, who completely misrepresented théllowing the ascension of Lynn Arnold to the premiership,
position, as | understand it. | have never known whathere was a resulting change in ministerial portfolios. | was
happened at the time, but it relates also to the fact that | weable to pass the files onto the new Minister for Further
attacked here in South Australia and nationally for eighEducation, Employment and Training, Susan Lenehan—
consecutive days back in April 1997 by elements from within  The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
this parliament; many of the elements were members of the TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yes—and she finished off the
Liberal Party releasing information. | know there werework | had begun and had adopted appropriate legislation. |
members of the Labor Party involved in the conspiracy asvas delighted that was to be done. There had been quite a bit
well. of negotiation and we had signed off on the strategy to

They attacked me, for instance, over a $3 000 fax bill. Inntroduce here in South Australia a fund similar to the
the limited time left to me, can | point out that the KoreanWestern Australia initiative. | am sure that the minister would
Chamber of Commerce, which | was negotiating to establishe the first to acknowledge his mistake.
at that time, and the connections which we were making in  As the minister well knows, there was opposition to my
Korea, helped South Australian firms with no benefit to mejnitiative but that opposition came, funnily enough, from
my family or my wife, thank you, Mr Redford—none! That conservative elements within the Liberal Party and some of
was worth in the order of $27 million in the year ended 1999their financial supporters with vested interests. | do certainly
In the reporting year just ended (2000) the Korean Chambegupport the bill before us. It contains sensible housekeeping
of Commerce, of which | am President this year, hasamendments and minor adjustments to my original bill which
facilitated business worth $179 million. the passage of time has made necessary. | strongly support

I do not think an investment of $3 000 on my fax machinewhat the minister is doing, just as | know he would be the
is a bad investment in the interests of developing that kind dfirst to acknowledge my pioneering work in this area.
export revenue and the jobs which directly flow as a conse- The minister would also be aware that 850 young South
guence. If that business had not been done, the jobs would nBuistralian apprentices and trainees have received assistance
have been there and, no doubt, because it has been done, tHeréerms of funding from the CITB, and that the 15 000
are hundreds more jobs. Itis no accident that South Australigersons employed in the industry have attended CITB funded
alone has a Council for International Trade and Commerctaining activities since the legislation was established by the
and has a most outstanding export performance comparéarmer Labor government. It is interesting, too, that there
with all other states in recent years. have been new initiatives including the Doorways Construc-

Motion carried. tion Program introduced this year to secondary schools to

encourage young people to pursue careers in the building and
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TRAINING FUND construction industry. Of course, the building and con-

(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL struction industry is of vital importance to this state and its
future. Indeed, | agree with the statement made by the

Adjourned debate on second reading. minister in June this year when he said that ‘construction is
(Continued from 5 October. Page 49.) an industry that takes care of its own people and looks after

its own needs’. That does not mean to say we cannot be

TheHon. M.D. RANN (L eader of theOpposition): As  supportive, minister. It is vitally important that we use the
has already been said publicly by the shadow minister, thprocesses of government and the parliament to give support
opposition supports this bill, as it does the Constructiorto industries rather than leave them to tackle things in an area
Industry Training Fund. Indeed, | was somewhat bemused ivhere there might be impediments to growth in employment
May this year when the Minister for Employment and and activity.
Training worked himself into a lather to say that, as aformer Indeed, | note from the minister's own material that the
Minister for Employment, | had rejected the Constructionbuilding and construction industry at present is the seventh
Industry Training Fund initiative out of hand. That is totally largest industry in the state, employing over 44 000 people
untrue; absolutely untrue. In fact, | think the minister wasof whom about 15 per cent are female. We would obviously
making it up as he went along. like to see an increase in the participation rate of women in

I was the minister who did all the preparatory work for thethe construction industry. Some 32 per cent are aged 45 and
legislation. | well remember my visit to Western Australia over; 26 per cent are employed in rural areas; and a typical
where | visited Greg Black (who is now a senior South$100 million project involves 100 000 different documents,
Australian public servant) and many other officials involvedaccording to the minister’s department.
in the construction industry in Western Australia. | actually It costs about $420 per square metre to build a house. The
went to look at how the construction industry training building and engineering professionals are the third highest
initiative in Western Australia had worked. | rememberincome earners in South Australia, and that is why it is very
having meetings with various officials and people from theimportant that our universities are also in tune with the
industry. So, following that visit and meetings with the industry.
Construction Industry Training Advisory Board here in South  In 1999-2000, building capital work in South Australia
Australia, | pushed ahead with the proposal to establish totalled $4 billion. So, the CITB has done particularly well
Construction Industry Training Fund here in South Australiain funding many training places for thousands of people in
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this state who want to be involved as apprentices or trainees The other chambers do an outstanding job too, and every
in the construction industry. While awaiting a more detailedmillion dollars of extra exports which are facilitated by these

and substantive contribution from the shadow minister at groups of volunteers—called business councils or chambers
later stage, on behalf of the Opposition | have very greabf commerce for the specific countries or regions—generates
pleasure in supporting the bill and having it adjourned forat least 30 jobs, because they represent an increase in

further deliberations. production within existing firms. To get that increase in

production, you have to put on some additional people. This

MsKEY secured the adjournment of the debate. produces greater profits for our firms in South Australia and
also, by expanding the size of their markets, it enables them
MEMBER’'S COMMENTS to compete with their interstate competitors and overseas

o imports, if those too are a problem for them.

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water Let me then talk about the Korean Chamber of Commerce

Resources): | seek leave to make a personal explanation. during the past 12 months. The highlight of the year, of

Leave granted. course, was the facilitating of the final signing of the sister

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: | always try to be accurate state relationship between South Australia and Chung Chong
in my comments to the House. If, as the leader seems to haiam Do, which focuses upon business benefits to both
indicated, | have mistaken the historic sequence of events ammmunities, and the fact that during that same reporting
they are indeed as the leader purports them to be, he has mgriod the Korean Chamber of Commerce facilitated business

unreserved apology. for South Australian interests that was worth over $179 mil-
- lion, which business would otherwise not have been done.
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): I That included extensively manufactured goods and slightly

accept that apology which was made with such graciousnessianufactured goods—not food but other hard goods of one
kind or another. | am talking there about the automobile
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE industry or even, for that matter, crafts and the like. The
. skills, packages and kits to engage in those crafts and the
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water  patterns that will be used, for instance, in needlework and
Resources): | move: embroidery, were exported and they are worth several
That the House do now adjourn. hundred thousand dollars into the Korean market.
We also managed to find a market for our second-hand
Mr LEWIS(Hammond): | will continue where | left off  marine motors which is more lucrative than would otherwise
my remarks in the Address in Reply debate by drawingse found for them here. After the motors are marinised they
attention to the role of the Council for International Trade andyre sent off to Korea for people to use, whereas at present not
Commerce here in South Australia. After some discussiofany Koreans use boats for leisure purposes. In foodstuffs,
amongst members of the Liberal Party initiated by me backve have facilitated the sale of more than $400 000 worth of
in the early 1990s, this organ became part of our policy at theheat, $600 000 worth of carrots, a few million dollars worth
1993 election and was immediately established by Deasf deer horn and well over $20 million worth of potatoes
Brown when he became Premier. from South Australia. That was to supply contracts not only
After some teething problems, it has become a veryor fresh vegetable consumption but also for conversion to
effective powerhouse in getting the willing assistance oknack foods—crisps and those kinds of things.
volunteers who have migrated to our country and state in  Almost $600 000 of education was sold from South
recent times to help South Australian businesses find marketgustralia to Korean students. That means that, where Koreans
in the countries from which they come. This is something thatjo overseas to do their secondary or tertiary study or training,
ought to be praised to the skies, because it is worth aor to study English as a second language, it costs much more
enormous amount to this state’s economy now and is a veiy go to Canada, the United States or England, and even more
successful strategy by which the state’s economy can make go to New South Wales or Victoria than it does to come
great use of and from which it can derive great benefit fromo South Australia. So, we aggressively marketed the benefits
those otherwise wasted talents and skills. | guess it is not onlyf coming to South Australia, and that became part of the
talents and skills but also the networks which many of thosalmost $600 000 worth of additional funds that came into our
people have in the countries, societies and regions of theducational institutions.
world from which they came. Tourism was worth over $1 million during that reporting
I do not know what the total value of business has beegear, and the amount of investment that arose out of joint
during the reporting period that ended a couple of monthsentures and other licensed manufacturing arrangements that
ago, but | do know that in the previous year it was in thecame in for firms based here in South Australia was over
vicinity of $40 million altogether for CITCSA. A big slab of $100 million. Altogether, | think that is very useful and
that—about $27 million—was business that was facilitatedmportant, but it is not done in isolation from other things.
by one of the smaller although very active chambers—th®ther things which the chamber has done and which other
Korean Chamber of Commerce. Not many Koreans havehambers do is help South Australian people understand
migrated to South Australia—there are only a few hundred—Korea, its history, what it has done in the world and what it
but nonetheless their economy is vibrant and now growingan continue to do for us as South Australians, and under-
more rapidly than any in East Asia, with 9 to 10 per centstand the people who live there. What is more, we have
growth over the past three quarters. It is now ahead of whergought aggressively to provide packages to school students
it was prior to the meltdown in October 1997, when thewho contact us, be they primary or secondary school students,
International Monetary Fund stepped in to bail it out. It will on the net or by post and give them information about South
always need the kind of things which South Australia carAustralia. They are Korean school students and volunteers
supply to it. from our committee have gone out to address community
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groups, be they church groups, other service clubs and speciate their circumstances, the fact is that there are few houses
interest groups in the community here in South Australialeft for priority housing.

Indeed last year we accepted and attended 29 separate Time after time | have had representations in my office
meetings to talk about South Korea and help the peopl&om constituents asking for support or supporting letters to
belonging to those organisations to understand it, whetherthe Housing Trust, with very strong cases for priority
be women’s agricultural bureaus, regional developmenhousing. It is almost now a dread of mine getting those
boards, CWA clubs, service clubs, church groups, districtequests because you know when you contact the Housing
councils and the like. Trust office and put in the documentation that they will just

In addition, we still focus our attention in a balanced wayjoin the long list of other people equally deserving of houses,
on yet other things, like helping people who want to transacequally in priority circumstances, but there are just not the
business with Korea to understand comprehensive trad@mes available. In large part it is due not only to the state
information. The advisory services we provide includegovernment but more particularly to the commonwealth
information about exchange rates, banking facilities, freighgovernment, which under the Liberal Party puts so much
services, translation services, a market analysis by industgmphasis on private housing. Its policy is to supply a rent
groups or product type and the like and investment opportunisoncession to people who cannot afford to pay full private
ties in both directions. We have sought to hold informationrent themselves and to pay a subsidy to look into private
seminars to which members of the general public can comeental. That is not an option. The private market is unplanned,
on a topic by topic basis where they are interested to learanlike public housing. Secondly, those who own those
about that topic and that too has been successful. All in all thproperties sometimes discriminate as to the type of clients
Korean Chamber of Commerce, like so many other chambetbey will allow into their properties and generally speaking
of commerce, is doing a great deal under the banner of théo not provide the more holistic approach as does the
Council for International Trade and Commerce to expand thélousing Trust.
number of jobs in South Australia by expanding understand- One of the fundamental points about eliminating or
ing and by expanding export knowledge in the firms thakradicating poverty in any society is to be able to provide
decide to have a go, and making sure that they are not caugitod quality affordable housing. This state government has
short in ignorance of what is really happening. | think thatchanged the priorities with respect to housing so that now
CITCSA deserves all the praise we can give it and its Generainly those on government benefits can look forward to a
Manager, Trish Semple. Housing Trust home, even if they have to wait 10 years for

Time expired. it. I have had constituents on low incomes, in work but

earning only $20 000 to $22 000 a year gross. | know of one

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | want to raise two things circumstance where that person pays maintenance, wants to
in this afternoon’s grievance, one particularly concerning mylook after his children and cannot afford to stay in the flat he
own electorate. The first issue relates to housing and thigas now, but he is prevented by the changing guidelines
Housing Trust, which affects a number of electorates. Mygoverning applicants who are eligible to seek public housing
own electorate has a heavy concentration of people ifrom even applying for it, even though his own gross salary
Housing Trust homes and South Australia has had a proud less than $22 000 a year. That is not a very great sum of
tradition from Sir Thomas Playford’s day of providing well money at all and he is compelled to live in private housing
above the national average in terms of public housing foand does not attract any commonwealth government subsidy.
people on low incomes and on government benefits. Todayhe state Liberal Government eliminated the Housing Trust
more than 80 per cent of people living in Housing Trustsubsidy that was available in the private rental market from
homes are on rent concessions, compared to a dramaticatlye budget this year. Housing is in crisis for people on low
different figure only 25 years ago, which is a reflection of theincomes, those in work and those on benefits. It is urgent for
problems we have in this country and not just in this state ony reformist government that comes into office, both at a
a downturn in economic prosperity, greater unemploymengtate and federal level, to consider increasing resources in the
and social dislocation. public housing sector.

This has become even more acute over the past five years, The other point | wanted to raise quickly is the way this
particularly since the election of the Howard government instate government has behaved with respect to its long-
Canberra and its renegotiation of the commonwealth-statstanding policy on disposing of surplus land. The policy has
housing agreement. It is appalling that the Housing Trust ilbeen not only with this government but also with previous
this state now no longer builds any new houses. Yes, thegovernments that if government land was to be disposed of
build new houses, but in terms of maintaining the percentagi¢was offered to other government agencies first and, if they
of public housing that it used to have only five or six yearsdid not want it, to offer it to local government authorities at
ago of about 12 per cent of the housing stock in this state, the Valuer-General’s rate and, if they did not want it, it went
is being reduced as Housing Trust homes are being sold fan the open market.
private purchase. That has always been the case, but in Labor The former secondary language school site in Angwin
government years, in addition to the sale of housing stoclRvenue, Blair Athol, is one such case. | was given a letter by
homes for private purposes for reinvestment, there was algdbe then Minister for Education (the Hon. Rob Lucas) in
a programmed increase in Housing Trust homes. Fromanuary 1997 stating that that three-stage policy was in place.
memory, in our last year in government (1993-94) at leasThat was the policy that the City of Port Adelaide Enfield
1200 new homes were built. Today there is but a mereinderstood would apply. It had indicated to the department
handful. I am finding—as | am sure many other members othat it wanted a chance to buy that land for open space. There
parliament with a significant Housing Trust population inis very little open space in the inner northern suburbs. This
their electorate are finding—people in desperate straits an opportunity to create some open space in an area thatis
coming to one’s office looking for Housing Trust homes. heavily urbanised because of the policies of the pre and post
They simply are not available. Notwithstanding how despeSecond World War years which did not take into account
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young families and the need for those young families to haveetained as open space. The Minister for Education has the

space to grow in an urban green environment. power, as | understand it, to sell the land in accordance with
The Land Management Corporation has said that it, igovernment policy to the City of Port Adelaide Enfield if

fact, has offered the land to the Port Adelaide Enfield councibnly he would get over this hesitancy, this reluctance, to own

and it did not want it: that is why it went on the open market.up to the fact that the government basically stuffed it up on

That is not the case. The Port Adelaide Enfield council canndhis occasion. It did not follow its own policy.

find any record of the Land Management Corporation, orits | will not rest: | want that land as open space. The local

predecessors, offering that land to the City of Port Adelaideesidents, both in the City of Prospect area and the City of

Enfield. The Land Management Corporation cannot producBort Adelaide Enfield, are fed up with the fact that this is the

that documentation, either. last chance to get a decent bit of urban open space in inner
| have appealed to the minister responsible for the Landiorthern Adelaide.

Management Corporation, Minister Armitage—who, | might  Motion carried.

add, wants to represent the seat of Adelaide, which abuts that

property, and in which Jane Lomax-Smith has shown a At 4.45 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday

considerable interest, as have |, to make sure that that land2¢ October at 2 p.m.



