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Itis, indeed, an understatement to say that John McLeay
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY was a man of firm convictions. Agree or disagree with him,
he was never one to shy away from those convictions. He
Wednesday 28 February 2001 always presented the facts as he saw them, and | happen to
know that, on at least two occasions, he undertook privately-
TheSPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald) took the chairat  funded missions to East Timor in 1967 and to Vietnam in

2 p.m. and read prayers. 1968 in order to acquaint himself with the facts and circum-
stances pertaining to those two regions. John McLeay was
McLEAY, Hon. JOHN ELDEN, DEATH also a successful businessman. He founded McLeay & Sons
Carpets, a proudly South Australian family-owned company,
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | move: which, of course, continues to operate to this day.

That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret at the death Those of us who knew him well know that the most
of the Hon. John Elden McLeay, former local government councillorimportant thing in his life was his family, being married to

and mayor, member of the House of Representatives, Australiag|ythe for 54 years. They were very much a team in political

Consul-General, and respected businessman, and places on rec T e ;
its appreciation of his distinguished service and that, as a mark oa family life, and | note that Clythe is with us today in the

respect to his memory, the sitting of the House be suspended un@@llery. John is survived by Clythe and three sons, Travis,
the ringing of the bells. Robin and Digby, and their families. He had five grandchild-

ren and one great grandson. John McLeay will be sadly
Wissed by all of those who knew him. He was passionate

bout South Australia. He served his state and his country
with distinction and, on behalf of the House, | extend my
aincere condolences to Clythe and the family.

I knew John McLeay well, as did many members of this
House. He was highly regarded as a businessman, politicia
and for the role he played during his appointment a
Australia’s Consul-General to Los Angeles. After a long
battle with cancer, John passed away peacefully on Boxin
Day. | was honoured to have been invited to attend his private TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
family funeral. A state memorial service was held at Scotcfgu P X
College on 12 January. It was a fitting memorial servic

attended by many former and present parliamentary cofyich has made significant achievements in business in our

leagues, an?l I krf10W that the farlnlly was deeply moved by th%ommunity in South Australia as well as in the Australian and
\B\r/ﬁstlence of a former Australian Prime Minister, GOughSouth Australian parliaments and in local government. Mr
Itam. . . McLeay’s father, Sir John McLeay, was Lord Mayor of

John McLeay was born in Adelaide on 30 March 1922. Headelaide, the state member for Unley, as well as the member
was educated at Scotch College. He joined the Liberal angf the House of Representatives for Boothby. He was Speaker
Country League (now Liberal Party) in 1940. After enlisting of the House of Representatives for over 10 years and still
inthe AIF on 30 June 1941, he served in Papua New Guinegy|ds the record for the most members ever suspended—23,
as a gunner in the 13th Field Regiment. He was dischargeggst of them Labor, | am told.
on 2 October 1945. After unsuccessfully standing for the state seat of Unley,

John served as an Unley city councillor from 1949 to 195%he Hon. John McLeay succeeded his father into the seat of
and from 1964 to 1970. He was an alderman from 1957 t®oothby in 1966 and held the seat until 1981, which meant
1963, serving as Mayor of the City of Unley from 1961 to that the McLeay family held the seat for about 31 years. John
1963. He founded the Unley Senior Citizens Club and ArtsvicLeay won elections in 1966, 1969, 1972 (despite a spirited
Society for the Handicapped. He unsuccessfully contested thig's Time’ campaign by Anne Levy), 1974, 1975, 1977 and
state seat of Unley for the Liberal Party in the 1963 stateg 980. John McLeay had a distinguished career as both a
elections. He was subsequently elected to the House ®fackbencher and as a minister in the Fraser government. As
Representatives as the member for Boothby in 1966, retainindinister for Construction in the late 1970s he had to take on
the seat until he resigned in January 1981. John'’s father, Sérdual role by advocating for South Australia as there was no
John McLeay, had held Boothby from 1949 until John wasSouth Australian member in the Fraser cabinet and he was the
elected. The seat was held by the McLeay family foronly South Australian in the whole 28 member extended
31 years. ministry.

John McLeay held several ministerial portfolios including  John McLeay took a very active part, as the Premier has
Assistant Minister to the Minister for Civil Aviation, Minister rightly recognised, as being an advocate for his home state,
for Construction and Minister Assisting the Minister for and he did so with distinction. As the Premier said, he was
Defence. | well remember being in his office in Canberra theMinister for Administrative Services until 3 November 1980.
day the 1979 state election campaign was called, when | walohn McLeay resigned his seat in 1981 to take up a new
due to stay over in Canberra but because of that returnezhreer as Australian Consul-General in Los Angeles, a
immediately to South Australia—and a fortuitous campaigrposition in which he again assisted many South Australian
it was. He served as Minister for Administrative Services inindustries and business people, as well as politicians from
the Fraser government from 1978 to 1980 during which timéoth sides of parliament who were visitors to the West Coast
he was accredited with forming the Australian Federal Policef the United States.

Force and many other achievements. From 1981 to 1983 John John MclLeay was educated at Scotch College and
served as Australia’s Consul-General to Los Angeles. Hendertook military service during World War II. He served

founded the Australian-American Chamber of Commerce andith distinction with the AIF as a gunner in New Guinea. He,

received a special commendation from the US Secretary af course, became manager of the family business, and
State for doing so. Whilst in Los Angeles he did much toMcLeay Carpets is still a household name in South Australia.
build the business relationship between Australia andie was also a member and mayor of the Unley council. John
California. McLeay was a man who held strong, forthright and some-

pport and second the motion of the Premier. The Hon. John
cLeay was part of a distinguished South Australian family
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times controversial views, but it is a measure of the respect Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | support the motion
in which he and his family were held by both sides of politicsand add my condolences to those put by my colleagues today.
that our former Labor Prime Minister Gough Whitlam As the member for Waite, my constituency falls within the
attended Mr McLeay’s funeral service. | want to join the federal electorate of Boothby, so the people of my constituen-
Premier and also offer both my personal and the opposition'sy were also constituents of the Hon. John McLeay. | first
sincere condolences to John McLeay’s widow, Clythe, asnet John when he became the member for Boothby in 1966
well as to his three sons, their families and friends. and doorknocked our family home in Boothby Street,
Panorama. | was 12 years old and he made a fairly memo-
TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | support rable impression on us that day. In a sense, as a young person
the remarks made by the Premier and the Leader of thgrowing up in my constituency, | feel that | knew John even
Opposition. | knew John McLeay in not only a political senseat the time | left school and went off to the Royal Military
but also a personal sense from my time working at ADSCollege at Duntroon.
Channel 7 with my good friend, his son Digby. I believe that  As a young teenager, | thought that John McLeay set what
many of the tributes that have been extended to John and hi?fegard to be an extraordinarily fine example of a local
family portray a very different man from the man who wasmember of Parliament. He was well known to all of us in the
known publicly. I would like to quote a couple of remarks |ocal area: he was a fine figure of a man and a decent bloke
that were made by former Senator Peter Rae in the obituagyho really exemplified a time when members of parliament
that was published in theustralian on 10 January. He talked and parliaments generally in our democratic system of
about John McLeay as follows: government were held in a different regard, that being a

An infectious sense of humour, a capacity to laugh at himself andlifferent time.
a gOOd nature which was seldom ruffled made him a very likeable Subsequent'y’ Mr McLeay came to be a member of my
marl\]/.IcLeay was quietly successful in everything he undertook. Thi branch when | became the member for Waite in 1997 and in
included a total of 35 years of public service. . Sfact're3|ded in my constituency. He was a ter.r|f|c support to
‘me in my early years as a member. His advice was always
He went on to make reference to the great love and maivell considered and showed great wisdom, and | greatly
interest of his life, namely, his family. He talked about theappreciated it. He was a terrific influence on my branches and
absolutely great family man that he was and said that he wash the Liberal Party members within Waite and remained,
the undoubted leader of the family flock until the day he diedthroughout the time | knew him, a great influence on our local
He also mentioned one of his nicknames. We have all heargbmmunity. | am sure that the people of Mitcham and
many of them, but the particular one that Senator Rae recallagembers of the Liberal Party in Waite would share today’s
was ‘Carpets’ McLeay. He paid the late John McLeay greatondolences and their feeling of loss.

tribute when he said: John was not backward in coming forward with a

... hebrought to public and business life a strong leadership byiewpoint. He was known to have very strong views on a
manner and action to demonstrate that high ethical standards cgymber of foreign affairs issues. He was very outspoken in
Ehet o hamour help make 156 wheale i more smoothy. - He federal parliament on the subject of Rhodesia.and on the

Vietnam conflict in particular. He was staunchly anti-socialist

| was among many hundreds of people who attended thend anti-communist and had firm views on a future vision for
memorial service at Scotch College early in January, and Australia. Those views reflected his basic decent values and
would like to quote the words of his son and my friendwere a measure of the man. As has been mentioned by other
Digby, because it must have been very difficult to learn acolleagues, he was an accomplished sportsman and an
short time before the service commenced that John McLeaygccomplished public figure in local government and at the
great mate, Sir Jim Killen, was unable to attend the memoriadtate and federal levels. He is a terrific loss to South Australia
service and to give the eulogy. Those of us who know Digbyand a fine example for future members of parliament to
felt for him enormously when he spoke about what a greafollow. | join other colleagues in passing on my condolences
honour it was for him to represent his family that day. Heto his wife Clythe and his three sons Travis, Robin and
talked about his Dad in these terms: Digby, who have also been well known to us in Mitcham.

Yes, John McLeay was a scholar, a sportsman, a businessman,
alocal and federal member, a consul-general and a devoted servant The Hon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,
of the community and a mate. Mostimportantly, though, he was thgcorrectional Services and Emergency Services): It is a
finest husband and father you could ever wish for. privilege and with a lot of pride that | support the Premier’s
He went on to mention, as has been referred to by both th@otion today. In fact, two gentlemen in particular had a key
leader and the Premier, some of John's very forthright viewsnfluence on my making the decision to put up my hand to
and the quote that appealed to my sense of humour, andépresent an electorate in South Australia. One was Geoffrey
know it used to appeal to John's, was that on public speakin@’Halloran Giles and the other who was near and dear to me
John used to give alot of advice and would say, ‘Be brief, bavas John McLeay.
factual and don't forget to clobber the Labor Party. Onthat | would like to put a few points intdHansard from a
particular day the Labor Party was not clobbered and it hagifferent perspective on John McLeay. As the federal
been mentioned in very warm terms that many members ghember, he had a particular interest in the Urrbrae
the Labor Party—his political opponents—attended thengricultural High School, which | was privileged to attend.
memorial service. He had a love for his farm down at Parawa on our wonderful

I conclude my remarks by noting that in 1981 my husband-leurieu Peninsula. It was that connection which gave me an
followed John McLeay into parliament as the member foropportunity to share a lot of special times with John McLeay,
Boothby, so on behalf of both of us | extend my good wishesometimes with his family, whom he loved, and the extended
to Clythe, Travis, Robin, my mate Digby, and their families.family that he always encouraged to be around him in the
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very precious and short time he had available as a federalill continue to return great dividends for all of us enjoying
member and indeed minister. this fantastic state of South Australia.

I can remember that John McLeay would fly in from My thoughts and my wife’s thoughts at this time are also
Canberra late on a Friday afternoon and often like to go dowwith Clythe, Digby, Travis and Robin, all of whom have
to Parawa. He would pick me up and we would head off. Tonany special memories which they can indeed cherish and
pick up a bit of pocket money, | would do some work on thego on with in the future.
farm while John got into his cabinet bag. | often smile when o
| have to get into my ministerial bags on the weekend. Itis_ TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water
a reality check for me in the light of how much time JohnResources): | do not remember the first time that | was
McLeay spent with his bags down at Parawa. On the way t§0nscious of John McLeay, because his sister is my god-
Parawa we never got far: we would get into the greerJmother. Slr\_]ohn McLeay was acontemporary_of_ my father
Fairlane that he had at the time and get to the Sellicks Hilhd Stan Nicholls at Scotch College—there is just a few
deviation, where the monument was, and John, who woulyéars’ difference—Stan Nicholls being the son of Sir Robert
have been yawning for the last few miles, would say, ‘I’veNlch.oIIs, whose portrait hangs in this House, the longest
got to stop and have a camp—go and have a look at the vie®€ving Speaker of the House of As_sembly. Sir John McLeay
and the sea.’ He would pull over on the side and have a slee@s, indeed, a very great Australian—the longest serving
for a little while. It is again a reality check for me becauseSPeaker, | believe, in the House of Representatives. | was
when you get into the ministry you know how much time and@ware that John, his son, was part of my very early childhood,
effort you put into your workload. and people in my age group would remerr_lber McLeay

When we would get to the farm, John often showed th rothgrs as bqlng the place where_you ‘buy direct and bank
other side of himself again, that is, that he was very adap he difference’. They were then in Grenfell Street, and,
able. 1 would be out on the property mustering cattle, markin ecause of Barbara McLeay, as very small schoolchlldren.we
calves or doing some fencing work and, when I got in on ere able to watch the Christmas pageant from the premises

few occasions, John would have prepared a nicely cookeé’{ kl\]/IcLleay Brothers, which was thetn 'P Grtle_fnfell Street. So
roast dinner. He enjoyed a great bold shiraz and, of cours 0 ln_awta)(/js, in ats_ents%, wasa p"’;rtho tnt;ytlbe. h
| was far too young to participate in those days but he used rse today not just beécause of that but because e was

to explain to me the finer points of appreciation when it came/€"y much an Unley man. Boothby was centred very much
to that wonderful medicine, the bold shiraz from South®" Unley then. He had a distinguished career in civil service

Australia. m_UnIey_and as the member for Booth_by, e_lnd itis the loss of
this parliament that he was defeated in his attempt to enter
arliament as the state member for Unley but, nevertheless,
was to the benefit of the federal parliament.

John McLeay always set goals for himself, and | could se
that coming through all the time, together with his genuin t
desire to make Australia and South Australia a better place In the last 12 months or so of his life, when he was

and his passion for the South Australian community. HeO . . . . . ;
. . attling with the disease which eventually claimed him, John
explained to me in the early 1970s that he felt that Souui}vas a great help to me. In all the difficulties that | had then

Australia was somewhat in danger from the point of view of L :
social fabric and community spirit. | actually did not under- been experiencing, he very quietly came to me and not only

stand that at the time, being only in the 13-15 year age grou offered his support but offered some very wise advice. He

I?1'1ay have been a member of Waite’s branches but he died a
Cemember of an Unley branch of which | am very proud. Not

today centred a“?“”d that glwecﬂon of the early 1970s. him some flowers. In what was absolutely typical of the man,
~ Because of his efforts in t_he war, he understood hO_VYhough he was very ill, he took the time to write a very
important it s to protect Australia and to ensure that Australig.qyrteous and very nice letter and thanked me for those

has a broad front to be able to grow opportunities with itshings. Never did he stint of his time and his advice. He was
connections across the world. Also, of course, we have learRtain in his opinion but he was not opinionated. He put

about his later experiences in America. forward his ideas quietly and well.

The other aspect, of course, is his own family’s involve-  John is a man whom | consider to be a man of great
ment in small business, which | have mentioned beforehonour and integrity. He would add lustre to any parliament
Having experienced the Depression and the Second Worlgk which he was a member and | can say to every member
War, he acknowledged that, most importantly, the foundatiowitting here that he is the type of role model that we should
of South Australia economically is small business. He putll emulate because he shames some of us in the standards
enormous effort into and gained much satisfaction fronthat he set for himself and those standards that people such
creating jobs for South Australians, and you could see Johgs John McLeay, his father and others have set we would do
McLeay oozing with enthusiasm and pride in this respect. Higvell to remember. Kipling once said: ‘If you can fill the
Liberal ideology was strong, and never has there been a timgorld with 60 seconds’ worth of distance run, yours is the
when that Liberal ideology is more right than it is today. Ourworld and everything that is in it’. John McLeay was a man
pride and commitment regarding the Liberal ideology ofwho filled the world with 60 seconds worth of distance run.
people like John McLeay is something that we can take All that | can say to his family is that we must all thank
forward. him and say, ‘Well done.’ To Clythe, the children and the

I have enormous feeling at the moment for the McLeaygrandchildren, they have our sympathy. They also, in a sense,
family. | also, like the Premier, was privileged to be able tohave my envy: | wish that | could say | had so good a relative.
attend both the private service and also the state memoriakonclude by saying that, when | was Minister for Local
service, and | know that John McLeay'’s spirit will live on in Government, we had an oration called ‘The Nicholls
the immediate McLeay family in all the beautiful grandchild- McLeay’ oration. | hope that that type of honour which we
ren and that the spirit and commitment that he always hagdave to previous members of this parliament will continue.
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS(Minister for Recreation, Sport Legislation to control excessive noise exposure by employees in
and Racing): | wish to support the motion and speak briefly the hospitality industry already exists. Under the Occupational

; ealth, Safety and Welfare Act (1986) Section 19, the employer has
to it. My father, of course, was a state MP for many years an duty of care to ensure that each employee is, as far as reasonably

had a very good working relationship with John McLeay,practicable, safe from injury and risks to health. As places of public
who of course was a decent man and a very tirelessntertainment are also workplaces, this duty of care and the attendant
community worker. As a federal member of parliament heDccupational Health, Safety and Welfare Regulations (1995),
was one of those people who actually worked his electorat@cuding the Noise Regulations (Division 2.10) apply in these

. . . venues.
and mixed with the people. He is a role model for federal
MPs of today who should maybe look at the way he worked EXCESSIVE NOISE
his electorate to reflect their views. The good thing about
John McLeay was that he was true to his word; that is, once In reply toMr DeLAINE (30 November 2000).

he gave a commitment, it was a commitment and you could _TheHon. DE%N BROIWNi Legitshlatir?n tQt CI,C:ntroé eXtceSSIive d

; : : noise exposure by employees in the hospitality industry already
rely on the man. | th.mk that was a credit t(.) him. exists. Under the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act
I certainly appreciate the advice and the interest he showgdoage) Section 19, the employer has a duty of care to ensure that
in my entry to politics and the advice that he has given meach employee is, as far as reasonably practicable, safe from injury
from time to time. He had certainly a genuine interest inand risks to health. As places of public entertainment are also work-

; ; + places, this duty of care and the attendant Occupational Health,
people apd in the c.ommunllty h.e Servgd, a}nd those qua“t'%afety and Welfare Regulations (1995), including the Noise Regula-
served him well during his time in public office. Three words {ions (Division 2.10) apply in these venues.

describe John McLeay to me: ‘honest’, ‘reliable’ and
‘decent’. | pass on my condolences to the family. LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER: | would like to thank those members  Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | bring up the tenth report of
who have made a contribution to this condolence motioRhe committee and move:

before the House this afternoon. | will ensure that a copy of
the Hansard report is conveyed to the family. | ask all i i
members to rise and support the motion. Motion carried.

Motion carried by members standing in their places in i
silence. y g P Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | bring up the eleventh report
of the committee and move:
[Sitting suspended from 2.25 to 2.40 p.m.] That the report be received.
Motion carried.

That the report be received and read.

CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS

In reply toMs WHITE (24 October 2000).
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: During February 1997, the con- QUESTI ONTIME

sortium agreement was established between three companies to

provide personal computers to the then Department for Education MOTOROLA

and Ch&ldren’s Servicesh. Tr?e consortiglmhagdrebemﬁnt was linked Ito

a ‘Head Agreement’ which was established by the State Supply VY ; i

Board as a whole-of-government panel contract. Mr CONI.‘ON. (E!der). Will the Premier explain
The consortium agreement term was for a two-year period Membersinterjecting:

however, the State Supply Board extended the term of the Head The SPEAKER: Order!

Agreement for the whole-of-government panel contract until such -] "
time that a new contract was established. Accordingly, the consot- Mr CONL ON: —how documents critical to the Cramond

tium agreement also continued until the new whole-of-governmeriduiry into the Motorola contract, which were held in the
panel contract was established on 1 September 2000. Premier's own office for four months, were withheld from
TQI‘? Et%nd«’igﬁglg?rsonal _C_Oiﬂpu_tecrj Pfanel Contracts (SPC) vgeMr Cramond? The opposition has been leaked information
established in or an initial period of two years, expiring on iti _
March 1998. The contract was then extended four times as foIIowlsqm;\;al tg th'? Ce’?”a.' plf';mk
Extension 1: In June 1998 the State Supply Board endorsed a Meémbersinterjecting:
plan which incorporated both short and medium term desktop pur- The SPEAKER: Order!
chasing strategies to enhance the benefits to government from \jr CONL ON: | think members opposite would like to

acquisitions in this area. The short-term strategy involved increasin, o - : :
the existing panel by a further two or three suppliers and extendinﬁf’ten to this—of the Premier's defence against allegations

those arrangements until 31 July 1999. at he misled the parliament over the Motorola affair. The
Extension 2: Recommendations for the interim addition ofPremier has repeatedly told parliament that there was a
Compag and Dell, and the extension of NEC into the desktop markdfreakdown in communication between two key agencies

were endorsed in December 1998. Due to issues relating to financigl, o|ved in the Motorola contract and that the then Office of
security contracts with these parties, they were not executed until late

March 1999 delaying implementation of the medium term Desktog"\formation Technology never received the critical 1994
Management Strategy. Due to these delays the interim contracts weléotorola contract.
extended for a further six months. However, documents leaked to the opposition reveal that

Extension 3: On 9 June 2000 the State Supply Board approvedqt only did the Office of Information Technology receive a
an acquisition plan to approach the market place through an open f thi tract but also that it instructed the C
tender call for the provision of standard personal computerscOPY OF this contract but also that It instructed the Lrown

peripherals and value added services. The existing contracts weRolicitor to conduct a legal audit of it before it awarded
extended until March 2000 to enable the completion of the proMotorola the software contract in 1996. The documents
curement process. reveal clearly that the contract had been supplied to the Chief

inte%é;?nfggt%rg: ;%e tﬂreocsutﬁ?esnappgf;‘:%s;a;’gazp%?@fdd slfn xecutive Officer and to at least two other senior officers in

extension to August 31 2000, with the new arrangements comthe Office of Information Technology. These documents were
mencing on 1 September 2000. withheld from the Cramond inquiry.
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TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): I reject the inference The SPEAKER: Order! the House will come back to
contained in part of the question. If the honourable membeorder.
provides some specific detail of what he is talking about, we The Hon. J.W. OL SEN: People are entitled to see what
will look at it. we have been able to do and what Labor plans and, import-
antly, if members opposite have a plan, how they intend to
HEALTH SERVICES fund that plan. I note that the shadow minister recently, in an
endeavour to profile health issues, sent out an email to all
TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Premier  electorate offices. This is the substitute for the plan: you
inform the House about the success of the governmentsmail electorate offices and say something like this:
health policies over the past seven years and whether \wanted—find anybody: people who have been adversely
increasing numbers of South Australians are benefiting froraffected by funding decisions of the Liberal government and who
our public health services? could be willing to tell their stories.
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): There is no doubt They are out there searching everywhere. They go on to say:
that our health system is under considerable stress: it is please can you fax details—brief—with contact numbers to my
coping with a growing demand all the time. | might add thatoffice of people who are prepared to share their stories.

we are not Robinson Crusoe in this, as the opposition wouléo, they do not have a health policy but we have this dragnet
have_us believe. Every state in the country is suffering fromyrying to get issues up related to the health system. The
growing demands on their health system. However, we hav§imple fact is that we are managing an increasing demand in
turned around the public hospital system over the past sevenhospital that is under stress. The increasing demand has
years. It was in decay, it was in crisis, and it was not keepingyrought about a very substantial capital investment in our
up with d_er_nand_. The reason for that is that for four years th@ospital system over the past few years and forward projec-
last administration was frozen by fear. tions as well. What we are about is being able to deliver in the

No decisions were made in terms of major infrastructurdong term health services that South Australians want and
in our state, including our hospitals. That is when the leadehave the funds to pay for in the future.
was a member of the government, allowing the infrastructure
to run down. By contrast, in difficult times with demand still MOTOROLA
growing, we have taken on that challenge. And a very
substantial challenge it has been, in terms of the number of Mr CONLON (Elder): My question is directed to the
people going through our health system. Premier. o

Despite the need to pay off debt, the government has spent Members interjecting:
more than $500 million in improving our hospital buildings ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg and the
and equipment. In addition, cabinet has approved furthenember for Stuart will come to order.
expenditure of almost $200 million for major redevelopments  Mr CONLON: Whom did the Premier direct to prepare
across the state. We have completely modernised the Royi¥e files for the Cramond inquiry while they were being held
Adelaide Hospita| and expanded the Noar|unga Healﬂby the Prem|e.r15 Ofﬂce, and WhO had aCCGSS to thOSG fl|eS7
Centre. We are now providing massive upgrades to the Queépn page 7 of its report the Cramond inquiry noted that the
Elizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital. These Process of collecting documents from relevant departments
will drastically improve equipment and services for people2nd agencies had begun long before the inquiry was initiated
in the north-western and northern suburbs, areas that haldDecember 1998. The Cramond report states that the files

been taken for granted in the past, with no investment ithat Mr Cramond relied upon had been called in by the Office
infrastructure ma|n’[a|ned Of the Premler and Cab|net N August 1998

That is what is precipitating part of the difficulty in the TheHon. JW. O.LSEN (Premier): That is right. The
demand at the moment. Of course, we have also overseen thdi€f Executive Officer of the Department of the Premier and
building of new hospitals at Mount Gambier and Port abinet issued an instruction across agencies for all docu-

Augusta, as well as upgrades of many other country facilitiednentation to be made available. I can recall clearly that | was
In the face of ever-increasing demand, the expansion Advised verbally that all documentation on file was made

public hospital care in South Australia has been extraordi@vailable.
Membersinterjecting:

nary. But one asks: what would Labor do? How would the ] . ,
Leader of the Opposition pay for the health system he could TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, by the chief executive.
never afford when he was in government?

These are their secret health plans. Apparently, there is HEALTH SERVICES
some Labor health policy, but it is somewhat of a secret, \jr cONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Human

because it does not seem to be out and about t00 mMucleryices inform the House whether more or fewer South
although I note that the President of the AMA must have seepstralians are receiving hospital treatment than when Labor
a copy at some time, for he said on one of the news servicggas in government?

last night that he has seen the alternative policy and it was not The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

any better. Perhaps the opposition could release this poli%viw): We often hear from the Labor Party and particular-

for the rest of us to have a look at. What does that meanjg from the shadow minister for health about how this Liberal
Members opposite will not share their secret health policyygyernment is cutting services.

with the rest of South Australia. Members interjecting:

TheHon. Dean Brown: Where is it? The SPEAK ER: Order!

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: As the Minister asks, where is TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The truth is just the opposite.
it? Where is the opposition’s health policy? Look at the figures.

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will resume his The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth has
seat. | call the leader and the Minister for Police to order. been warned.
warn members that, if this interjecting continues this TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Each week 6 500 people are
afternoon, after the third warning I will have no hesitation inadmitted to our public hospitals; each week 8 880 people are
automatically naming people. Let us have that clearltreated in our emergency departments; each week 28 500
understood. | do not want people coming back after the everservices are provided to outpatients at the public hospitals;
and complaining. If you are warned on three occasions yoon average about 351 babies are born in the hospitals; 1 252
will be automatically named—and that does not take awayomen are screened through the breast screening program;
my right to name people earlier than that, if | so wish. Theand about 700 people a week undergo elective surgery.
minister. In fact, that figure of 700 then starts to highlight the sorts

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The facts are just the of problems caused by the present bans within our hospital
opposite. It has been this Liberal government that has enablegystem. In fact, | would like to touch on that for one moment
a substantial increase in the number of patients to be treatégcause | am able to say that, unfortunately, the number of
in our public hospital system. Let me give some examplesprocedures cancelled today is 153 admissions.
The total number of people admitted to public hospitals in  An honourable member interjecting:
1992-93 was 275 000; and under this government in the year The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That is for the day. That is
1999-2000 it was 339 377, an annual increase of ovet50 on top of the 400 within the metropolitan area cancelled
64 000—an increase of over 64 000 extra people admitted top until last night. In fact, if we look at the total number,
our hospitals each year. We can look at the emergenapcluding the country hospitals, it is now well over 600
departments, where the numbers have increased from 371 Opfbcedures cancelled. When | talk about 700 people under-
to 463 000—an increase of 91 000 people in emergencygoing elective surgery each week, that has been the conse-
departments in one year. | point out that since that figure foguence this week—600 elective procedures have been
the last full year there has been a further increase of aboutd&ncelled already as a result of the bans.
to 7 per cent so far this year. So, you can see that we would Yesterday | talked about how the government had made
now have over 100 000 extra people a year in our emergeneyvery generous offer. Let me highlight what that offer means
departments. for an RN1 nurse who has worked in the hospital system for

Let us look at outpatients. We have increased the numbeome time. It means an increase in salary from about $40 800
of people in outpatients services by 184 000 in the yeato about $48 700 a year in rounded dollar terms. It is a very
There is the proof that this government has not cut servicesubstantial increase of almost $8 000 over a three year period.
it has actually increased services—and increased them veWhat concerns me though is the continuing bans, even though
substantially indeed. One of the ways we have done this is tithe government has been talking with the union.
invest very heavily indeed in better hospital facilities. The | have sent a letter today to Lee Thomas, secretary of the
Premier has given some figures showing how thisunion, and | have asked her to sit down with us immediately
government has invested over $500 million over the pasib have discussions and to work through some of the
seven years in upgraded equipment, improved hospitals anditstanding issues that were raised as late as yesterday in
in some cases, brand new hospitals. The figure in terms @érms of this dispute. | have asked that the bans be lifted
dollars spent per year has increased from $59 million inmmediately. There can be no justification at all, while the
capital works in 1992-93 to somewhere around $120 milliorgovernment is sitting down and talking to the union, for those
to $130 million a year in capital works. We have effectively bans to continue and for the 600 plus people who need
doubled the expenditure on capital works in our hospitals. Isurgery, who need to be admitted to a hospital, to be adverse-
was Labor in 1986-87 that promised to redevelop the Queely affected and to suffer the stress that goes with it. So, |

Elizabeth Hospital. asked that those bans be lifted immediately within our
An honourable member: Did it? hospitals.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Of course not. It outlined a | am pleased to say that the union has now agreed to my

program to spend what it said was $10 million a year until theequest, and will be sitting down tomorrow to work through
end of the century. It promised to spend $10 million a yeathe outstanding issues. However, everyone needs to under-
from 1986-87 through to the end of the century on the Queentand that we had already made an offer, for a majority of
Elizabeth Hospital. nurses, of a 17 per cent increase even before the bans were
Members interjecting: imposed. We also had offered a new career structure for the
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: It has been this government nurses before the bans were imposed. We had offered to sit
that has made the commitment. It has been this governmedbwn and work through the staffing issues before the bans
that last Monday was able to announce that the first contrattad been imposed. Therefore, the justification for this
has been let for site works for the redevelopment of théndustrial action is zero. They have no grounds to stand on at
Queen Elizabeth Hospital—a project that will costall, especially as during a period of these bans the
$37 million. It has been the Liberal government. The peoplgovernment was waiting for the union to come back to it with
of the western suburbs should realise that it was Labor thdtirther claims in terms of what it was concerned about.
let them down for 11 or 12 years. It has been the Liberal So, it has been the union that has caused the unnecessary
government that has delivered on refurbishment and majatelay, and it has been the union that has caused the hardship,
new redevelopment at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. | thinkarticularly for those people wanting to get into a hospital.
people should realise the enormous workload— | would urge that the unions lift their bans immediately, and
Ms Sevensinterjecting: that their representatives sit down with me tomorrow and sort
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elizabeth. through those very final points that they have put on the table.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: —that we now handle in our However, | must stress this point in terms of safe staffing
public hospital system each week. levels. The Secretary of the union has been making claims on
Ms Sevensinterjecting: radio that the issue has been settled in Victoria. It has not
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been settled in Victoria. A decision was brought down five The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the leader.
months ago in Victoria, and it has not been accepted by the Mr Conlon: He didn’t know what they were a minute ago.
parties. They are still, five months later, arguing about the The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Elder.
staffing levels in Victoria, and we are told that they are not
likely to be settled for at least a number of months yet. That FIRE SERVICE, SINGLE
highlights the point that | made yesterday, namely, that these
are very complex issues that cannot be resolved in a few TheHon.D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Minister
days—or in a few weeks even. If the dispute in Victoria hador Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services
already lasted for five months (and that was after arbitration)iform the House of the government’s position in relation to
and, on top of that, we are told that it is likely to take at leasthe possibility of establishing a single fire service for South
another two or three months, even if they reach settlement (Australia? It has been brought to my attention that there has
this stage they are not close to settlement, from what weeen some speculation in the media and other areas relating
hear), one can understand that there is no point whatsoeviér the concept of establishing a single fire service for South
in putting that on the table, imposing bans and expecting\ustralia, and | am interested to hear where the minister
those bans to continue, and for this government suddenly ®fands concerning this speculation.
agree to a new staffing level. That is why | ask that the unions  TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,
immediately lift the bans. Correctional Services and Emergency Services): | have

We will sit down. We have made a commitment in termsalso heard some rumour and speculation in recent times about
of working through the staffing issues: we have made &his issue, and | categorically rule out that under a Liberal
commitment to implement them. We have made a commitgovernment a decision would ever be made to establish a
ment to them with respect to staff: we have made an interingingle fire service. The reason is quite straightforward: it is
offer to engage 200 extra nurses to cover the gap from noinportant to have autonomy between the CFS and the MFS.
until then. What more goodwill could one have? For good-As members would know, the CFS is primarily a volunteer

ness sake, stop hurting sick people in South Australia. ~ Organisation, which is highly trained, highly professional and
highly committed, and there is no reason to bring the CFS

MOTOROLA and the SAMFS together; that can be ruled right out.
However, there are some concerns and issues surrounding
Mr CONLON (Elder): My question is directed to the this innuendo, and in answer to the question | would like to
Premier. What action did the Premier take when he receivegut on the record a few points. First, on the matter of funding
in December last year copies of critical— by the Liberal government to both the MFS and the CFS it
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: will be noted that from 1994 to this year the state government
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Waite. has contributed $185 million to those organisations. There is
Mr CONL ON: —documents which had not been given another $100 million going into them in the year 2001, which
to Mr Cramond, documents which the Cramond report saymeans that in seven years the Liberal government has put
on 10 different occasions did not exist? In a memorandum a$285 million into the fire services, both MFS and CFS. This
13 December 2000, the Deputy CEO of the Department ai in stark contrast, | might say, to when Labor was in office,
Industry and Trade, Mr Jim Hallion, wrote to his minister, where, in 11 years, from 1982 to 1993, it put $92 million into
Rob Lucas, to say that he took issue with some of the findingthe services. That is a third—
of the follow-up inquiry to the Cramond report. Attached to  Mr Conlon interjecting:
that memo were copies of documents that the Cramond TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | can understand why
report, on 10 different occasions, indicated did not exist. Thehe member for Elder is getting a bit upset, but the fact is that
attachments indicate that those missing documents hafHe Labor government put only a third of what the Liberal
already been sent directly to the Premier’s office. Do yougovernment has put into the fire services in a period that was

remember the documents now, Premier? four years longer. What | would like to put to the parliament
Members interjecting: right now is, clearly there must be autonomy, and there is a
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): Well, yes— demand, a requirement and a service need for CFS and MFS.
Members interjecting: There has been some discussion in recent times around
The SPEAKER: Order! mutual aid boundaries, and when you have two fire services

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: The member for Hart cannot with two acts, a Metropolitan Fire Service Act and a Country
help his bit of theatre, to just dramatise. With respect to thé-ire Service Act—to which the Liberal government is
first and second questions from the member for Elder, | hadbsolutely committed—there has to be a boundary some-
no idea of the documents that he has been talking abouthere. We all know that there must be a boundary. But in
However, | have since been advised that the documents thahswer to the member for Heysen'’s question, what has been
the member for Elder talked about have been given to theappening and what has probably fuelled this speculation
Ombudsman by the Chief Executive Officer of the Depart-have been what | believe are some out of order comments
ment of Industry and Trade, and | will now seek a report orfrom particular people in the media, and | refer to people with
that. | am also advised— Labor connections. This is very concerning.

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Do you want the answer? | am TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Well may they laugh,
also advised that the documents the member for Elddsut there are a lot of volunteers out there ready to go 24 hours
referred to in his first question were never in the Premier'sa day, ready to sacrifice their Christmas lunches—so | would
office, so | reject the implication contained in his first not suggest that the Labor Party laugh about this for one
guestion that they were in fact in the office for four months.minute. But | want to let you know that the President of the
I reject that entirely. Labor Party, Mr Doyle, also happens to be Secretary of the

Members interjecting: UFU, and he has been saying recently (and I think this is
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where some of the speculation has come from) that he Membersinterjecting:

believes that the current boundaries reflect an era which is Mr CONL ON: Well, you withheld these, John.

gone. That is the quote from the Labor President, ‘that the TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | will put it to the
boundaries reflect an era which is gone’. member for Elder in this context. When this matter was

Mr Paul Caica, also a Labor candidate for the seat ofaised, an instruction was given to the Chief Executive
Colton, happens to be tied up with the Federal UnitedOfficer of the Department of Premier and Cabinet to source
Firefighters Union. In the Messenger newspaper recently hdocuments. All those documents were to be sourced and
described some suburbs of Adelaide as having an inferianade available. | was told that all documents on RecFiod—
standard of fire protection. That is a clear crack at thevhatever the filing system is—that were found were made
volunteers. That is what that is about from the Laboravailable to the Cramond inquiry. | understand from a note
candidate for Colton, and in the international year of volun{ust given to me that some documents were not sourced out
teering! of one of the agencies at that time. It does not—

Mr Hill interjecting: Mr Conlon interjecting:

TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | do not have to fix TheHon. JW. OLSEN: No, thatis not right. It does not
anything. The member for Kaurna says, ‘Fix it.’ | just said detract from the position | put down previously. As |
what we are doing to fix it. We have put in enormousunderstand it, there is one chief executive who believes he
amounts of money to support the fire services—more than thgas been denied some natural justice in this process and has
Labor Party ever did. Is the fix that the member for Kaurnadecided to take the action of referring found documents to the
is talking about getting rid of the Seaford CFS? Is that whaDmbudsman. | have given an indication that | will get a
the member for Kaurna is advocating in this chamber? If theeport for the House, and I will be more than happy to bring
member for Kaurna is saying he wants to get rid of thethat report to the House to have this matter clarified quite
volunteers from the Seaford CFS, he should go out tonightlearly because—
and tell the Seaford CFS members that he wants to get rid of Mr Foley interjecting:
them. When you look at the peri-urban boundaries, you will TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: Don't be ridiculous. There is
see that the current training for the CFS is the same as for ttene thing that certainly | want to—

MFS. All the training is coming up to one state standard. You Mr Foley interjecting:
will get the same training for road accident rescue whether The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Hart.
you are in the CFS, the MFS or the SES. TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | just reject out of hand that

| think | know what is fuelling this speculation. We all remark from the member for Hart. That is just—
know that the member for Elder, the shadow spokesman, is Mr Hanna interjecting:
in this parliament—and we have all heard that he wants to The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Mitchell.
either go back to the law or to the Senate—only because of The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | reject that absolutely. No-one
the endorsement of the United Firefighters Union, thés more anxious than | to have this issue cauterised. | am
Secretary of which is the President of the Labor Party. Onnore than happy to get the report about which | talked and
behalf of the volunteers in the South Australian communitybring it back to this House. If the Ombudsman has these
I would like to know the following: is the one policy that the documents, which of a few minutes ago | understand that he
Labor Party may have to bring in a single state fire servicéias (and | was not aware that they had been passed in), he
and to again undermine the CFS and the volunteers of Soutfiill objectively make a report and | will seek that report and
Australia? bring it to this House. | have no doubt that, at the end of the

Not only would that undermine the volunteers but twoday, despite his accusations and the suggestions he has put
other things would happen. If Labor wanted to extend thdorward, the member for Elder will be found wanting.
Metropolitan Fire Service or set up a single fire service, it
would have to do two things: first, it would have to increase MURRAY RIVER LEVY
taxes like you would not believe, and you just have to look
at the cost of running each service, or, secondly, it would go Mr VENNING (Schubert): Will the Minister for Water
back to undermining the commitment we have made to th&esources confirm whether he has seen media reports
CFS volunteers to fund them adequately. They are the onli§uggesting that the Premier of New South Wales wants to tax
two options. We do not support a single fire service. We havAustralians to help save the Murray River?
not made any deals or given any commitments to mates inthe TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL  (Minister for Water
union who are members of the Labor Party. We are commitResour ces): Yes, | did see reports in both thelvertiser and
ted to providing good service to South Australians, to supporthe Australian newspapers today indicating that Premier Carr
both fire services with their autonomy, and finally to supportvould campaign for a yes vote if the issue of a Murray levy

the volunteers. | ask members of the Labor Party: what igas put at a referendum at the next election. We should
their policy? congratulate the Premier of New South Wales for at least

putting the matter on the agenda. He is following the lead of
MOTOROLA the Premier and the Prime Minister in saying that this is a
national matter and, in putting the matter on the national
Mr CONLON (Elder): My question is directed to the agenda, he is to be congratulated. Indeed, as members

Premier. opposite have asked, one could question his motives for a
Members interjecting: levy. If he thinks that it is such a good idea | would suggest
The SPEAKER: Order! that he start in his own state. He does not need a national

Mr CONLON: Given the missing documents to the referendum and a federal initiative to hide behind. In fact, |
Cramond inquiry that have been revealed today, how can them told that he canvassed a similar proposal 12 to 18 months
Premier assure the parliament that other documents were rago while New South Wales was developing its draft salinity
withheld from the inquiry? strategy.
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| say to the member for Schubert that this is nothing newhas a levy and is raising money. We have put our money
Mr Carr simply seems to be moving the goal posts by askingvhere our mouth is. What this state needs to know is whether
Australians to make the tough decisions for New South_abor on the opposition benches proposes an additional levy
Wales. But, of course, the question we should be asking igo be placed on South Australians to save the River Murray
what is the position of the Leader of the Opposition on thewhile they let their mates in the eastern states get away with
new Carr tax proposal? Will the Leader of the Oppositionblue murder as regards the rape and pillage of our greatest
back the call from the Premier of New South Wales? Evennatural resource. A few policies and less politics opposite
South Australian and every Australian has a right to knowmight be welcomed by all South Australians.
where Labor in this state stands on this matter.

An honourable member interjecting: MOTOROLA

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: | am about to come to my )
views for the honourable member. The latter day converts to Mr CONLON (Elder): Is the Premier concerned that the
saving the Murray are certainly a dubious mob. For thedocuments withheld from the Cramond inquiry raise serious
benefit of this House, this is the same Bob Carr who is novfiuestions about the veracity of oral evidence given to
proposing to impose an extra tax on saving the Murray fronMr Cramond by senior government officials? What action
the premiership of a state that has admitted to taking from théoes the Premier intend to take to investigate that evidence?
river more water than it is entitled to. It has taken more water TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): Following this matter
than it is entitled to, now discovers that it is a nationalgoing to the Ombudsman, as | have indicated, | will seek a
resource and is proposing to tax the whole nation in conséeport.
guence. And his mate north of the border, the Premier for Mr Conlon: Did you get them in December last year?
Queensland, Premier Beattie, will not even agree to a cap on TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | have not read these documents
extractions from the Murray-Darling Basin system. that you are talking about.

This is a Labor Premier who presides over a state which Mr Foley interjecting:
believes it is its God given right to capture every drop of TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | have not seen the documents
water that falls on its properties and to divert it into massivethat you are talking about.
dams that shame in size Sydney Harbour. Mr Foley interjecting:

Mr Conlon interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : The member for Elder would  again. The Premier will resume his seat. | warn the member
do well to remember that, in this House, many water issuefor Hart for the second time and | make a general warning to
face this state but none to South Australians is more imporimembers that the chair will not tolerate constant interjection
ant than the Murray River. This river is part of South on ministers attempting to give replies. The Premier.
Australia’s survival and, while the member for Elder can  The Hon. J.W. OL SEN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. What
laugh and make jokes about it and say, ‘Fix something elsegpposition members seem to ignore or forget is the reality of
the member for Elder should remember that to every Soutfovernment, looking after a range of government departments
Australian this is not a game—it happens to be important. and agencies, and the hundreds or thousands of files and

This is what the pUblIC deserves to know: that in this Stat@ocuments, not all of which come over their desk. Having
we have a Leader of the Opposition, a man who wants to beaid that, | can only go on the instructions that are given to
Premier, who said only three years ago that if we compliedesponsible authorities under the Public Sector Management
with a cap on extracting water from the Murray it would be Act to undertake their duty. They sought these documents. |
‘potentially disastrous for South Australia and restrict ourinquired as to whether all documents had been made available
ability to grow as a state’. Less than three years ago, the maihd | was told that they all had been made available.
who would be Premier was unaware that in the 1970s this In addi[ion, my understanding from the note that | have
state had V0|untari|y Capped extractions from the river anqhst been given' fo”owing some inquiries that have been
has assiduously stuck to that cap because we cannot affofgade as a result of the opposition’s first question, is that,
to imperil the resource. Just three years ago he did not knowpntrary to the opposition’s assertions in this House today,
that basic fact. - they do the opposite, and that is why | am more than happy

That was the Leader of the Opposition in 1997. Now hefor this matter to be referred for report to the Ombudsman or,
would have us believe that he also wants to save the Murrajt.need be, anyone else. | want this issue cauterised. | know
He has the hide to say publicly that this government is noghe facts of the matter and | am sick of the innuendo and
doing enough. The question South Australians need amssertions from the opposition, which are baseless. You
swered—and need answered today—is whether Labor on thghdertake political rhetoric and political witch-hunts, which
side of the House supports Bob Carr, who wants to tax us aflou are doing, but at the end of the day it has to be backed up
to save the Murray. In South Australia we have had in placgyith some facts. | think | know what are the facts, and |
atax to save the Murray since 1 July 1995. The amount eaGRdicate that at the end of the day yet again on another issue
person pays is identified in their local government rates.  the member for Elder will be found wanting.

The level of funding needed and how it will be used is
detailed in the statutory catchment management plan MATTER OF PRIVILEGE
developed by the boards with community input, and that plan
has to be submitted to the Economic and Finance Committee TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | direct my question to
of this parliament on a yearly basis. In 2000-01, for exampleyou, Mr Speaker. Will you investigate the possible breach of
the River Murray Water Catchment Management Board haparliamentary privilege as it relates to the attempt to prevent
raised over $3 million in levies for works and measures in thehe member for Ross Smith from properly discharging his
region. duties as a member of parliament and to raise matters in this

In short, South Australia, under the leadership of thisHouse on behalf of the people of this state. It has been widely
government and of previous ministers for water resourceseported in the media that the State Secretary of the ALP has
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instructed Mr Clarke not to doorknock or to answer queries Members interjecting:

from the public— TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: In the first question—because

_ The SPEAKER: | ask the honourable member to resumet the advice that | just got, based on the comments made by
his seat. As | listen to the honourable member it sounds verRf,a member for Elder.

much as though the honourable member is raising a matter L
of privilege and not a question, in which case | will interpret ~ Membersinterjecting:
and deal with it in a quite different way. Is the member TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: No, the member for Elder just
raising a matter of privilege or is he raising a generalffinished his question with an accusation. What this opposition
question? and the member for Elder are very good at is painting a
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am raising a matter of privilege picture that does not resemble the facts of the matter. | have
as it relates to the ability of the member for Ross Smith tdndicated that this matter will be put to rest—members should
properly discharge his duties when he has been gagged by thave no doubt about that—and | will be ascertaining why the
State Secretary of the Labor Party and by the ALP Caucusnatter of these documents did not come up because, apart
It has been widely reported in the media that the honourabltsom the assertions of the member for Elder, it is suggested
member indicated that these actions are reminiscent of tHe me in a note today that, in fact, they support my case rather
last days of the Brezhnev rule in Soviet Russia. Therefore, than the contrary. So, the member for Elder will be found
is very important that all members of this House who arevanting at the end of the day.
democratically elected are allowed to rise in their place and  \jempers interjecting:

raise issues with you or any minister so that their constituents )
and other members of the public can be assured that they are | 1€ SPEAKER: Order! I warn the leader for the second

heard. trime for disrupting the House.

The SPEAK ER: Order! Will the member resume hisseat. TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: These matters will be looked at.
The honourable member has identified that he is raising &he House will receive a full report—members should have
matter of privilege. | presume he is asking the Chair to giveno fear about that—because, as | have said, | am sick and
a ruling on this as a matter of privilege. tired of this matter being dribbled out by the opposition as it

TheHon. G.M. Gunn: Yes. has been, as there is nothing untoward in this matter whatso-

The SPEAK ER: The Chair will take into consideration ever, and at the end of the day that will be proven.
the remarks of the member. It will be necessary for the Chair

to speak to others before | can give a ruling on this matter and ROCK LOBSTERS
I make a commitment to report back to the House at a later
date and certainly before question time tomorrow. Mr MCcEWEN (Gordon): | will continue with the fishing

theme. Does the Deputy Premier intend to adopt and enact the
recommendations of the parliamentary review into the

Mr CONLON (Elder): Given that the findings of the '€¢réationalrocklobster fishery? _
Cramond and subsequent Prudential Management Group TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | thank the
inquires have today been exposed to have been based on fagourable member for the question: it is a question that is

MOTOROLA

assumptions— important for a lot of people around the state. Everyone
Members interjecting: would be aware of the issue of rock lobster pots and the
Mr CONLON: | am sorry—read the documents. Given €motions that it raises in certain sections of the community.

that the findings of the Cramond— It was interesting to read in the Ombudsman’s Report last
Members interjecting: year that he looked at the previous allocation whereby the
The SPEAKER: Order! recreational groups had insisted on a phone-in. However, they
Mr CONL ON: —and subsequent Prudential Managemengent it back saying that they did not agree with the results of

Group inquiries— the phone-in. They insisted that, if there was no phone-in,
Members interjecting: they would criticise it. However, when the phone-in went
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bragg. bung, so to speak, they all went missing and it fell back on
TheHon. G.A. Ingerson: That's all right. me and the acting minister at the time, the Treasurer, who
The SPEAKER: Itis not all right. The member for Bragg Was pretty happy about that!

is warned for the first time. We have had a good look at the most equitable ways to

Mr CONLON: —have been exposed to have been basedllocate licences. If, in fact, we throw it open to all people to
on false assumptions, that critical communications betweehe able to purchase licences, there is a range of opinion as to
departments never took place, will the Premier now establishow much extra effort that would entail. Most of the thinking
a new independent judicial inquiry to review Mr Cramond’sis that it might be between, say, 20 per cent and 100 per cent
findings and to discover why documents were withheld by thextra effort. We have been negotiating with the industry for

Premier’s office from Mr Cramond? some time now in an attempt to get its agreement to a new
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): Onthatlast point— system of, perhaps, opening them up. At the moment, the
Mr Conlon: Well, who did hide them, John? suggestion is to go out with expressions of interest to see just

TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: Yes, you see, now the member how much extra effort that would entail. Discussions with the
for Elder is in part retreat from his last comment. His lastindustry have been going quite well. They seem to have had
comment in asking the question contained an allegation. a hiccup over the past couple of weeks, but we will continue

Mr Conlon interjecting: those negotiations and try to come up with a form of alloca-

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | just indicated in answer to a tion of rock lobster licences which gives equity of access to
previous question that the documentations you referred to has many people as possible and gets away from the controver-
never been received in my office. sial allocations of the past.
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LE MANSRACE to cancel the race because she did not mention anything about this
during our long discussions.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Given the Minister for Tourism's Mr Rainsford stated on the record:
failure yesterday to stand by her earlier Cla'ms that the Not myself, Don Panoz or any of our team were informed of the
Le Mans promoters Don Panoz and Dean Rainsford wergremiers decision and the fact that he was going to make an
aware of the race cancellation before the Premier’s announcannouncement that the government was not going ahead with the
ment on 23 February, will the minister now admit that thearrangement as agreed with us.
Le Mans promoters were not advised of the decision beforghe statement from Mr Rainsford that ‘the government was
the Premier's announcement? not going ahead with the arrangement as agreed with us’
Following the minister’s statement to thg Houge yesterdayconflicts with another answer that the tourism minister gave
Mr Panoz has issued a statement from which | will quote anthis House yesterday during question time. She was asked a
which was issued at 6 p.m. last night in response to theery simple question: had she and the Premier only two
minister's contribution and ministerial statement. Theweeks ago shaken hands on a deal to stage a Le Mans race in
statement says: Adelaide every year for the next five years; and had
As we have previously stated, both Dean Rainsford and myseMr Panoz actually signed his initials on every page of a draft
were unaware of the Premier’s decision to cancel negotiations fatontract? The minister responded as follows:
future events and the fact that an announcement would be made last

; ; : 3 I would like to think that every time any of us in a cordial and
\I/:vrcl)i?g ’ t\)/(\g/eﬁt::&p;eyvggg!xet)tegg ||{1Af8;rcri1:f ;@at;?gﬂ?gg{l. %Q,groh\/:clﬁ:ouneous manner shakes hands with anyone it does not formally say

specifically extended our deadline with the NBC network in the'Ve have an agreement.
United States to accommodate the government’s proposed timetahlgyst night, Mr Panoz and Mr Rainsford formally issued a
and their proposed Monday meeting. | am surprised now to hearth?%int statement which completely refutes the minister's

the cabinet made its decision on Thursday 22 February. As we al h i g | hi
not blessed with parliamentary privilege in this situation, we havestatements to the public and, mostimportantly, to this House.

been advised not to make any further comment concerning our Once again, they have put on the record, for the third or

negotiations. fourth time, that they were not—and | repeat not—informed
An honour able member: So who's lying? as the minister claimed in this House yesterday. In fact, they
The SPEAKER: Order! say that they were informed that final approval for the Le

TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | believe ~Mans race series would go through cabinet on Monday of

that | made the sequence of events and my position very cleBeXt Week, that being the Monday just gone. A fundamental
in my statement to the House yesterday. principle is involved, and it is this: that the most basic

foundations of the system of parliamentary democracy rely
totally on the honesty and integrity of the information given
to this House.

Membersinterjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Minister for Police for

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE the second time.
Mr FOLEY: | will repeat that because it was clearly not

Mr FOLEY (Hart): | rise on a matter of privilege. | am heard by the full House: that the most basic foundations of
forced to ask you, Sir, to rule prima facie on whether thethe system of parliamentary democracy rely totally on the
minister has misled this House. Yesterday, the tourisnhonesty and integrity of the information given to this House.
minister told this House that last Friday in a telephone link-upyet the tourism minister walked into this chamber yesterday,
with Mr Don Panoz and Mr Dean Rainsford she had made itnade a ministerial statement and answered questions in a
clear several times that there would be no Le Mans race imanner deliberately designed to mislead this parliament.
Adelaide this year. A short time later, despite persistent MrPanoz is an American businessman with an
questioning from the opposition, the minister consistentlyinternational reputation. Mr Rainsford is a successful and
refused to elaborate in any way on the claims she made in hegputable Adelaide businessman. In trying to protect her own
ministerial statement. Instead of addressing the substancegg?iticw position, effectively the tourism minister has
the question, the minister fell back to her standard defenceyestioned the integrity and reputation of both these gentle-
It would seem that the tourism minister finds any and alimen. By claiming that only her version of events is the truth,
questions from the opposition as despicable. the minister has clearly implied that MrPanoz and

What the opposition finds despicable is the absolute/r Rainsford have not told the truth. Mr Speaker, let me
contempt with which ministers routinely treat this House.remind you of the history of this government and why the
Before the Minister walked in here yesterday and made hefersion put forward separately and together by Mr Panoz and
statement, she was guilty only of misleading the public. It isvir Rainsford is far more believable than the minister’s so-
a matter of public record over the past few days that thealled facts as provided to this House yesterday. In this
minister claimed emphatically that she clearly informedchamber yesterday, the member for Hammond raised yet
Mr Panoz and Mr Rainsford that this year's planned Le Mangigain the issue of an apparently non-existing code of conduct
race had been cancelled by the Premier and cabinet. Aswhich applies to government ministers. As the member for
pointed out during question time yesterday, this version oHammond—
events was flatly denied by both gentlemen. TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order,

The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: Mr Speaker. My understanding is that, as a breach of

Mr FOLEY: | am, actually. MrPanoz said of the privilege takes precedence over all other matters concerning
Premier's announcement to a Liberal Party lunch last Fridaythis House, the member is allowed to rise, make his prima

The announcement caught us completely by surprise. | feel suf@Cie case to you, Mr Speaker, and you will then rule on it.
the minister could not have been aware of the government’s decisidh is not a matter subject to debate or to straying from the




954 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 28 February 2001

topic, and the member is doing that by bringing in extraneousust be that way because, if the Premier’s defence is right,
matter. you cannot understand how they could give Motorola
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair does not uphold the preference in 1996 if they knew about the 1994 contract.
point of order. At this stage, the chair still accepts that thelhey did know about it; they knew about it every step of the
member is setting out the reasons why | should go away angay; they got a legal audit; and they gave preference to
consider this as a breach of privilege, and providing me wittMotorola.
the evidence on which | am supposed to try to determine this Today, the Premier suggests that the documents assist him.
matter. I do not know which documents he is talking about; they are
Mr FOLEY: Sir, | simply ask you to rule on whether notthe ones that have been delivered into our possession. The
prima facie the Minister for Tourism misled this House Premier’s defence is now in tatters. The key issue is this: why
yesterday. To assist you in those deliberations, | provide yowere they not delivered to the Cramond inquiry? Why was
with a copy of a joint statement issued last night by Mr Panozhe Cramond inquiry allowed to make a completely erroneous
and Mr Rainsford, together with earlier statements by botiiinding and keep it on the books for this period of time? What
gentlemen which completely reject the minister's ministeriathe Premier would have us believe today is that in three
statement. different departments someone went in, got a document about
Membersinterjecting: precisely the same matter, and removed it from the file.
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair will examine the Mr Koutsantonis: A coincidence.
documents that are presented to me. Having regard to the fact Mr CONLON: A staggering coincidence. All the
that | already have another privilege matter to consider agocuments that were removed from the file were all about the
well and take evidence on, | will still attempt to provide a same matter. And what was that matter? It was a matter that
reply before question time tomorrow. | cannot guarantee itwould have destroyed the Premier’s defence. So, there has

but | will do my best. been collusion by three government departments to remove
these documents. We know that all the files were called into
GRIEVANCE DEBATE the Premier’s office in August and that all the files that

Mr Cramond received came from the Premier’s office. So, |

Mr CONLON (Elder): The matter | rise on today is an ask this parliament: where is it likely those files were
extremely serious one. Today it appears as though thexcised? Was it from three different departments by people
opposition, despite the protestations of the Premier, hagho have no interest in the matter or was it from the
exposed a cover-up. Itis a cover-up on a very serious mattePremier’s department for base political reasons?
itis a cover-up for base political reasons; and itis a cover-up | close by saying this: this is not a political act; it is an act
that goes to the very heart of this government. | will briefly of deceit, an act of duplicity and, above all, an act of dishon-
touch upon the origins of this matter. In mid-1998 theesty. A judicial inquiry in this state was denied documents,
Premier of this state was in considerable trouble. Theylowed to make erroneous assumptions and never corrected.
allegation had been made repeatedly that he had misled thig far as we know, these documents were delivered to both
parliament in regard to the Motorola dealings and the issughe Treasurer and the Premier in December last year, and
of a side deal. After squirming on this matter for some sixnothing has been said about them. There has been no attempt
months, the Premier finally decided upon a defence. After wep correct the situation until we raised the matter today. The
discovered a letter offering a side deal, the Premier decidedremier is in trouble.
a defence. The defence was that in 1994 a contract had been
executed that wiped out earlier arrangements. The Premier Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today, | attended a funeral mass
had a problem. The problem was this: if the contract wipedat the Annunciation Church at Hectorville together with
out the earlier arrangements, why did the Office ofhundreds of members of the wider community who came to
Information Technology therefore still give preference topay their respects to Mario Gabrielli, affectionately known
Motorola? The answer, excuse and entire defence was that the ‘Mario O Store’ or ‘Mr Glynde’. Mario Gabrielli was a
Office of Information Technology did not know about the pioneer amongst migrants in the area. He came to Australia
1994 contract. as a boy and went through the Depression and the Second

Documents were called into the Premier’s office in 1998World War at a time when Australia was very much different
when no inquiry was afoot. However, all the documents werérom what it is today.
called in. Within those documents, from three different Mario was born in Appignano del Tronto Ascoli Piceno,
departments, two in particular were matters on file whichtaly on 1 February 1925. He passed away last week on
destroyed the Premier’s defence. One is a letter from the he&8 February at his home. Everyone who is associated with
of the Economic Development Authority in April 1994, Glynde knows of Mario. | first became aware of him when,
sending the 1994 Motorola contract to the Office ofasaboy, | came to Australiain 1959. The Italian community
Information Technology. The other is a docket from thein that area did all their shopping at Mario’s store. They
Office of Information Technology acknowledging receipt of would make a list of all the things they needed, and Mario’s
the contract and indicating that it would seek a legal audit oftore would do home deliveries. It was not just a delicatessen
the 1994 contract and accepting carriage of it from then. Lelbut a store which carried clothing and a wide range of other
us be absolutely clear: the Cramond inquiry hinged upon thaecessities as did other stores which specifically catered for
criticism that the Office of Information Technology had neverthe needs of migrants. Mario was not only a store owner but
received the 1994 contract. also someone in whom people confided and whom they

The Prudential Management Group report was scathinglgpproached for help. He sponsored many migrants and
critical of the fact that it had never received the contract. Thessisted many small businesses to become established.
documents that went to Mr Cramond indicated that the Office  With his wife Antonetta, who was born in Australia, we
of Information Technology had never received the contractcan imagine that their knowledge of the English language was
Over and over he states that; he makes it a criticism. And iwery much valued by those settling in South Australia and
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trying to make a go of it. So it was an honour on 24 August Many of the volunteers whom | encounter have work
when | had my ‘Meet the ministers’ breakfast with the based disabilities. In another age they would have been able
Premier, John Olsen, at Mario’s Sapore Restaurant at the find light work, but these days those light work jobs have
Glynde corner. been abolished, so they find themselves trying to live on
I remember that Mario was given a special welcome, andocial Security support with not much money, quite a bit of
we have a photograph of the Premier, the Lord Mayor anime and many skills. Some of these people are unemployed.
Mario. He was so proud that the restaurant was doing so welfome are working for the dole out of compulsion; others are
Members might be aware that Mario’s Coffee Bar was theloing it because they are family carers who see that if they
first place in Adelaide that had espresso coffee. Certainly, h&re to provide a good life for their family in the long run they
will be sadly missed. need to develop some of the skills that are required by today’s

I send my condolences to his wife Antonetta, his childrenVorkplace. _ -
and children-in-law, Peter, Nicholas and Karin, Mario, Rita_ These volunteers are often not in a position to make the
and Victor, and his grandchildren, whom he loved so muchfinancial contribution that is often demanded of them as
Alex, Carla, Adam and Melissa. Mario’s last great wish wasvolunteers. At times, the demand is simply getting to the
that the migrant monument, which is opposite Mario’s storePlace where they contribute their volunteer work. For
would go ahead. | would like to thank the family, on behalfinstance, in one of the organisations of which | am a member
of the Migrant Monument Committee, for the fact that Of the management committee—the Reynella Neighbourhood
donations were asked to be sent to the monument. Centre—several volunteers work 30 hours a week. Just

Mario was a person who contributed so much to the Iivinggetting_t0 \(/jvork _eac_h_dayhcqstsl tr;]_em quited a é)it ifn %etro(lj
migrant monument of that area. No doubt, Glynde would nof"o"€Y; and maintaining their clothing standards, food an

have been Glynde without Mario, and | would like to extendther tools, and the phone calls that are often made, incur
my condolences to his family. expenses. The community organisations they serve often must

undertake complexities that are generated by government.
Many community organisations are finding that the GST has

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Today | want to talk about caused a workload which they simply did not anticipate and

volunteers and their organisations: not this time about thévlz;lgh (:P ?/)(l)lirri ela;\snngng It?]teorig]'g“;f/l{% ;E?eet'.?g evrvéﬂ} St htﬁ e

wonderful things that they do in my community and others ccounting on grants and also the considerable training work

but more about the International Year of the Volunteer an hat is undertaken both for people who are working for the
What we can expect from the government during this year. IIEﬂlole and others who want to develop their skills. There is a

the. Goyernors.speech we were e}dwsed that there will b eed for government—
legislation relating to volunteers this year, but | have not ye Time exoired
heard what it will contain. pired.

I myself have advocated that one of the issues that needs \, VENNING (Schubert): Today | want to bring the
to be addressed is that of workers compensation legislatioBsention of the House to some mail | received last week. It
but I think that there is a need to consult volunteers and theifzs g pamphlet from none other the Deputy Leader of the
organigatipns about. this, and I. have not yet been' i”forme@bpposition, Annette Hurley, who is now the candidate for
that this is happening. We will see many functions and jght and who sent a letter to me and other Liberal Party
celebrations of the work that volunteers do, and | think thalempers in my electorate of Schubert. It was targeted to the
that is commendable and totally appropriate, because thgagple of Light. She should be more careful to whom she
work that volunteers do is essential to our community.  sends this sort of junk mail. For members’ interest, the letter

I also think that we need to examine the practical help thagsks the following questions:
should be given by governments to volunteers and their pq o remember when we had the best hospitals in the country?
organisations, and we need to look at the requirements @f/hen other states came to study our schools to see why they were
volunteers and their organisations in today’s context. Theo good? When murders, home invasions and other violent crimes
volunteer of today is often different from the rosy notion thatWwere things that only seemed to happen elsewhere?’
some have of who the volunteers of the 1950s and 1960Sertainly, | do remember when our hospitals were the best
might have been. The traditional image of the volunteer isn the country. That was when we had Playford and Tonkin
often the bored housewife going out to do some little niceLiberal governments. It was under the previous Labor
thing, or the business person or public servant who wants tgovernment that our hospitals fell to the levels they are now.
put something back into the community at the weekend, Only today in this House we heard the Minister for Human
whether through sporting clubs or through church organisaServices, the Hon. Dean Brown, announce to the House that
tions. a lot of money is to be spent on the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

These things still happen. They are not often done by.abor promised this sort of money for 11 years, and nothing
bored housewives: there are not many such people and | dwer happened. What hypocrisy! To read trash like this and
not know that there ever was such a person as a bordtink it is even near the truth makes one’s blood boil. What
housewife. There were certainly, however, women who werabsolute hypocrisy! It was a Liberal government that built up
not able to use all their skills in the home, and volunteeringhis state to the high standards that the honourable member
work was one way of demonstrating their considerabldalks about here, and we are doing that again today, with
accomplishments. Today we need to look at just who théoday’s announcement. We need proof positive, not just
volunteers often are. A large group of volunteers are thoseords. Words, words, words are all we hear; and stuff like
who have been retrenched, made redundant or retired eatlyis makes us pretty cross.
from work and those who have disabilities which prevent It was the Labor Party and its unsustainable socialist
them from working but which in another age might not haveideology that saw the work of Liberal governments pulled
prevented them from working. apart, but again today we see the Liberal government’s

Time expired.
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achievements in this area, returning us to the place in whicmember speaks to people individually rather than speaking
we used to be. The hospitals are still equal to the best in thi® a group en masse. | dare say that members on both sides
country. If it had not been for the Whitlam government, of the House have conducted these meetings.
which pulled the private health insurance system apart, we |thinkitis animportant service and it is something | have
would not be faced with some of the issues we face today.done regularly for five years, both as a candidate and since
Our schools remain the envy of the country. P21 had have been elected. It gives people, who may not be able or
provided a tremendous boost to this state’s education systeilling to come to the electorate office, the opportunity to
Members only have to talk to the local communities. In fact Speak to their local member. It takes away some disadvantag-
I am told today by the minister that 75 per cent of our school€s, particularly for older people and people without transport.
have now joined P21. If that is not an indication that thel think it is a very important service, one which | would
system is agreed to, then | do not know what it is. It is aéncourage all members to undertake.
recognition that the system has been accepted by the school | have two street corner meetings each Saturday. Last
communities. They will tell you about the positive impact of Saturday morning, | had a street corner meeting on the corner
P21 and the savings that can be achieved through loc&f Military Road and one of the streets that runs off Military
management. | have seen that at first hand at Nuriootpgoad, the name of which | cannot remember at the moment.

Primary School. The letter also states: About half a dozen people were there at the time. People
Over the next few months, Labor will be releasing more of itsCome and go during the course of an hour. During that penoq,
policy to fix these and other problems facing our state. three people were present, although one was a child so [ will

discount that person. | saw these two people out of the corner

It goes on to state that some policies have already be my eye and | identified one as the candidate for SA First

released. What a joke! What policies? I have not heard ong, 0 ejectorate of Lee. He was accompanied by a woman.
posmv_e_ initiative from the Labor Party in seven years OfAS they came towards me | thought, ‘Well, it is a democracy.
opposition. We have not seen or heard anything. The Ienel'chey are entitled to come up, just like anyone else, and we
also talks about reversing a trend of closing mental healtl);; ‘see what happens.’ From that point on, my opinion

facilities. What an absolute load of rubbish! Who was ¢ ainy went backwards very quickly. The candidate did and
responsible for closing Hillcrest Hospital and putting thesaid nothing but, of course, he is guilty by association. But

residents out into normal domestic situations? The Labolrhe woman who was there was very verbose, quite rude and
government d|d'that. Itis all on the record. If any memberWas going around speaking to the people—’as she has an
wants proof, | will get it out oHansard.

i k _entitlement to do—offering them SA First's pamphlets—as

Who was responsible for putting these same people intgne has a right to do. But she then went beyond that and
the general education system where teachers had to work 08gyrted asking the people who came down with genuine
on one with the people involved, thus tying up resources? fgnstituent concerns to start handing out pamphlets on behalf
was the previous Labor government that was responsible. Thg sa First, and some people started to take a bit of an
member also wants to ‘introduce school discipline standardsyception to that.

that reflect the standards of the community’. | was here when | started talking to a gentleman who was raising some
Minister Greg Crafter, a Labor minister, started all this softly,issyes with me in a very polite manner. This gentleman
softly approach; ‘You can't lay a finger on the little darlings.” comes from one of the boarding houses on Semaphore
| made speeches on the matter: that schools that wanted {g,59—and there are a lot of boarding houses on Semaphore
retain corporal punishment ought to be able to do so. It waRoad: people can make their own associations about that.
a Labo.r initiative to start the softly, softly approach. WhatThis woman clearly made her own association about the
hypocrisy! constituent to whom | was speaking. This woman came up
The deputy leader has really embarrassed herself and th@d interrupted me while this gentleman was halfway through
Labor Party by sending out this rubbish. It was her party’shis discussion with me. He was raising a specific concern
government that caused all these concerns about which skgth me, and this woman said mid track, ‘Perhaps you would
is talking. She wants to use testing to check the performandgke to ask the Labor Party what its mental health policy is.
of teachers and to dismiss those who are incompetent.3he made an immediate assumption about that poor gentle-
wonder what the AEU boss, Mr Gregory, thinks about thatman. | said to the lady, ‘Excuse me, | am talking to this
It was the Labor Party that put on a hell of a song and dancgentleman in good faith. He has come, as a result of a notice
and opposed the introduction of the basic skills test. Whaghat | put in his letterbox, to address some issues with me, and
real hope does the deputy leader have of trying to dismisswould ask you not to be so rude and to allow him to finish
teachers? | believe none. | wonder if they have seen thisis discussion with me.’ She at that point took exception, but
document. We heard all the rhetoric when they were opposingltimately left.
the basic skills test. It was a lot of rubbish. How did it getinto | then addressed the same issue with the candidate and
my letterbox? said, ‘This is not on. This is not the way we campaign in
Time expired. South Australia. You can come and talk to these people if you
wish. You can come and hand out your pampbhlets if you
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Normally | would not raise anissue wish, but you do not interrupt like that. That is a very rude
such as this in the chamber but | feel compelled to do sdprm of behaviour, and | do not expect it to happen again.’ If
particularly because of the chain of events that has followedhe matter had ended there, | would not be standing on my
On Saturday mornings, like a number of other members, feet right now. But it did not end there. This woman then
conduct street corner meetings. They are not formal meetingsent on the Bob Francis show on Monday night. She told lies
as such. Members notify people in a certain area to go to about me and she told lies about the incident—and some of
particular focal point; people come indiscriminately to meetthe people who were there were very courteous and rang me
the local member or to raise issues or for a combination ot home and then on my mobile (because | was at a function)
those factors. It is not a formal meeting. Generally, theand left me a message.
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| then rang Bob Francis, who was courteous enough teatisfy himself or herself that ministerial independence will not be
allow me to go on his show and correct the information. Boker appear to be compromised in any way and that the minister would

; ; ; ear personal responsibility for the decision takerin instances
was most surprised when | told him that this lady wa when approval is being sought to take up offers of free air travel

handing out SA First pamphlets. And he, correctly, said tQng/or accommodation, the benefits or advantages to the state or
her, and said about her, ‘She is a smart arse. She did not teliher consequences should be highlighted in a separate submission
me anything about that. | am pleased that you have come da the cabinet.
and corrected the situation, and | believe you.” So, | say to alin relation to public references to individuals, it continues:
members on both sides of the political spectrum, this is the |, the discharge of his or her public duties, a minister shall not
form of behaviour that you can expect from SA First. Itis notdishonestly or wantonly and recklessly attack the reputation of any
something that has been done by any of the major politicadther person. Where defamation proceedings are taken successfully
parties in South Australia’s history. against a minister—

Time expired. and this is really important—

because he or she has been found to have dishonestly or wantonly
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Yesterday | spoke about a or recklessly attacked the reputation of another person, the

document which was the code of conduct of the Liberal par[gover_nment will not provide an indemnity in respect of any legal
osts incurred or damages awarded. Where a defamation action taken

from November 199‘?’_’ and | quoted parts of it so thatagainstaministerarises out of the minister’s duties and is unsuccess-
members of the parliament would understand what they| or is not the result of dishonest, wanton or reckless behaviour,

Liberal Party had committed itself to prior to its election. | indemnity will be provided.

was proud—indeed, | am still proud—of the values containeghn other words, if an action is brought against a minister it is

in that document, and | believe that they ought to be writteryp to the minister to prove that he or she was not wanton,
into the manner in which this House conducts its affairsyeckless or dishonest.

regardless of which party is in government at any time. Mr Atkinson: That never came in, did it?

I do not think, for instance, that ministers of any political ~ Mr LEWIS: No, never. It disturbed me immensely and
persuasion ought to be able to do anything other than what ishave drawn attention to that both within the party room and,
contained in that document, in the way in which they conducinore recently, publicly.
themselves within this House in responding to inquiries put  Time expired.
to them by other members in question time, in the second
reading debates or in the committee stages of bills that are SELECT COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY
going through the chamber. Whether or not they succeed in PROCEDURESAND PRACTICES
passing is a matter for the chamber to decide in any instance. o )

But the substance of my concern is the manner in which TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | move:
ministers conduct themselves. And it is not only ministers:  That the select committee have leave to meet during the sitting
there are other members who are not ministers who need g the House today.
be equally respectful of the institution of which they are a Motion carried.
member by virtue of the delegated authority that they receive
through the election process. They are not here as human PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: QUALCO
beings in their own right: they are here as living mortals with SUNLANDS GROUND WATER CONTROL

the delegated authority of the electors who put them here so SCHEME
that those electors can have their views properly represented
in the parliament. Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | move:

| have spoken about the need, as stated in the code gf That the Report on the Qualco Sunlands Ground Water Control
conduct, for a minister to spell out to his or her staff the cheme—Stockyard Plam. Disposal Basm—.be noted.
ethical responsibilities which those staff members have to thé! March 1999 the Public Works Committee recommended
minister and to the institution of parliament, and that wouldthe proposed work relating to the Qualco Sunlands ground
require staff to make the same sort of disclosure and divesyater control scheme project pursuant to section 12C of the
ment of personal interests or other action as seems appropfarliamentary Committees Act. Later that year, the Public
ate to the minister and to the Premier. Works Committee resolved to reopen its inquiry into the

No-one has ever bothered to look into that aspect of howproject to take additional evidence regarding the increasing
some administrative decisions are made. From time to timgalinity in the region. A delegation of the committee con-
over the past 30 years | know that the conduct (or misconducted asite tour of the Stockyard Plain disposal basin on 15
duct) of staff has caused ministers considerable embarras¥arch. _ .
ment, not only in this parliament but in other parliaments, Further, I point out that the basin is owned and operated
where ministers have not understood what their real obliga2y SA Water on behalf of the Murray-Darling Basin
tions are. They have not understood the nature of th&ommission and it forms part of the Woolpunda and
institution of parliament and therefore they have not underVaikerie salt interception schemes. The Stockyard Plain
stood how they should conduct themselves in their interactiofiSPosal basin is designed to remove natural ground water
with other members of parliament, and with ordinaryinflows to the river as well as providing an opportunity to
members of the general public who are not members of thdiSPose of saline drainage water from the Qualco Sunlands
parliament. project. In return, the project pays a capital contribution to the

The code of practice also mentions the acceptance ofgif%”g_oi”g operation, maintenance and management of the
and travel, accommodation and hospitality, as follows: asin. o . .

Moderate and occasional acts of hospitality (such as lunch o The Stockyard Plain disposal basin was originally
dinner) or goodwill (such as honorary membership of a communit esigned to accept a water flow'of 400 litres per Secqnd. That
sporting club) may be accepted without the minister being require@duates to 24 000 litres per minute or 1 440 000 litres per
to report them. In deciding to accept such benefits a minister mustour. Some 40 per cent of the current water volume flowing
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into the basin evaporates while the remaining 60 per cerdurrently there is no explicit evidence of the existence of
infiltrates into the subsurface layers of soil below the basinextensive underground cavitation, which would lead to the
That is a very serious point to be made. Some 60 per ceffitee flowing discharge of saline water from Stockyard Plain
infiltrates into the ground, and that is building up a groundnto the river.
water mound beneath the Stockyard Plain basin. That ground The committee is concerned about the lack of a specific
water mound is like a big mound of sloppy custard. Wherplan to provide farmers with fresh water if their stock water
you tip it out of the mould, it seems to sit in the form which becomes too salty as a result of the leakage of saline water
it held whilst it was inside the mould, but as it sits there itfrom the Stockyard Plain Basin. We emphasise the need for
spreads and oozes sideways, and that is exactly what is goittgere to be a plan to deal with that eventuality when it
on. happens. It is not a matter of if, it is just a matter of when. If
The additional flow from Qualco Sunlands and theitis a valid argument that rain falling on the mallee in places
Waikerie 2 schemes less the reduction of the flow from thes far away as Pinnaroo will result in that water, once it
Woolpunda scheme will result in a future saline water flowpercolates through the soil in response to gravity below the
of 440 litres per second. While the maximum ponded area ioot zone (then forming a common body with the ground
675 hectares, with the current flow of 340 litres per secondyater already there), finding its way north-westwards and
the ponded area has reached 400 hectares in winter. Tho the Murray, and if it is going to happen quickly (as some
potential exists for the basin to accept flows in excess of 408xperts are claiming), then most certainly the discharge of
litres per second. saline water into the Stockyard Plain Basin, which has much
During the site inspection, the committee was able to sekess distance to go to reach local dry land farmers’ windmill
that the pumping of ground water to the basin has created theells, and so on, used for stock water will travel far more
perfect environment for a nature reserve. Members were tolguickly than is likely to be the case of water travelling all the
that 10 000 trees had been planted by local school groups imay from Pinnaroo to the Murray. It is not a matter of if; it
an effort to revegetate the area. Mallee and regrowth malleis a matter of when. At present there is no plan that we could
dominate the vegetation in the small stands of other plardiscover to provide stock water and domestic water to those
species which are what we call oak, sandalwood and melaletarmers when their bores become saline as a consequence of
ca. the impact of the movement of the water from the Stockyard
The oak, of course, is casuarina, the sandalwood is ofteRlain Basin.
referred to as quandong and melaleuca is the paperbark, a tall The committee recognises that a number of people in
bush. One of the common melaleucas about which alBouth Australia with expertise in salinity management are
members would be familiar is brush—the melaleuca uncinatavorking throughout government, the CSIRO and in consult-
used for brush fencing. The rabbit-proof fencing and otheing firms. The evidence submitted to the committee conveys
pest eradication measures have been undertaken to facilitate existence of opportunities to export this kind of expertise
plant revegetation and the return of native wildlife to the areaoverseas. Accordingly, with some emphasis, the committee
The ponds in the basin attract 130 species of birds, includingecommends that the minister (I just wish the minister were
a colony of up to 10 000 swans during the breeding seasohere) does the following:
Stockyard Plains is becoming a popular tourist area because examine ways of making better use of water removed
of these features. In fact, two amenity blocks have beefrom the irrigation areas that is suitable for irrigation than is
constructed to accommodate visitors who feel the call opresently the case;
nature whilst there. - develop a mechanism to provide for some form of
The committee took evidence from members of the locatompensation and/or alternative water supply if in the future
community representing the group concerned with thet is shown that farms have been adversely affected by the
adverse impact of the Stockyard Plain Disposal Basin on drgisposal of the saline water from the Stockyard Plain Basin;
land farmers over the long run. The committee is mindful ofand
the concerns of the local community about possible effects establish a centre of excellence for research into better
of the Stockyard Plain Disposal Basin on their properties anchanagement of saline ground water uses and effects.
bores. The committee is told that local land owners ar&he committee also recommends that, given community
generally opposed to the establishment of another basin in tliencerns, the Department of Water Resources have independ-
area. However, after an inspection of the site and an examient hydrological experts immediately examine and determine
ation of the evidence, the Public Works Committee finds thathe origin of wet patches on farmers’ land nearby the
the proposal to use the Stockyard Plains Disposal Basin t8tockyard Plain Disposal Basin.
dispose of saline drainage water from Qualco projects to be | trust that the minister will keep to the statutory time
soundly based. limitation in responding to this report and the recommenda-
The evidence provided to the committee suggested that th®ns it contains and that he will not simply apologise for not
most effective way developed to date to manage salinity is theaving done anything six months or so after the due date for
process of storing the salt within specifically designatedhe minister to have reported in response to the parliament.
disposal basins, recognising that it is not the ultimatd am talking about a report in response to the recommenda-
solution. The committee is assured, with a reasonable degréiens of the Public Works Committee contained in this
of confidence, that, at this stage, the Stockyard Plain Disposakplicit report on the Stockyard Plain Disposal Basin.
Basin is not affecting the surrounding area, and that any Itis so serious that, if the minister does not deal with the
effects being observed on surrounding areas are coincidentalatter now, farmers will go to the wall because they cannot
rather than consequential. The evidence received by thind the means by which to get the fresh water to their
committee indicates that the long-term effect of the Stockyardivestock on their properties once their wells have become
Plain Disposal Basin, in terms of discharging salt into thesaline. Equally, it will stop people who are excited adversely
river, is a very small proportion of what is coming from and unfortunately by the appearance of these wet patches on
irrigation and dry land salinity. The committee is told thattheir properties from being seduced by the purveyors of snake
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oil into believing that the water has come as a consequena®t sure whether the problem is being made worse by the
of some mischief or other associated with the presence of themedies or whether their property is being adversely affected
Stockyard Plain Disposal Basin. We need to know, and wéy the remedy. Thus it was very useful for me to learn
need to let those people know, why it is happening, where isomething about the community complexities of the issues
is happening and what is to be done about it if indeed it ithat we as a state and as a nation are facing in dealing with
related and otherwise if it is not related. Equally, goodthe problem of salinity, particularly along the Murray.
science must be brought to bear to explain the phenomena The other issue that became clear to me was how impre-
and not have people rushing off in all directions. According-cise is this whole rehabilitation process. | was really quite
ly, I commend the report that the Public Works Committeeamazed by the number of times on which | would ask a
has made on the additional investigations it undertook.  question and the answer would be essentially, ‘I'm sorry, we
There is one other thing that | want to say personally. Itdon’t know.” It was often ‘On the best of evidence available
does not arise from the committee’s deliberations but fronso far’ or ‘Something that happened somewhere else indicates
my own observations, and that is that the amount of grounthat’, or ‘We have no evidence to the contrary’. It was often
water currently removed from the Qualco Sunlands areajery polite and very elaborate ways of saying, ‘I'm sorry, we
which is used for the irrigation of stands of lucerne that aredon’t know.” | accept both parts of that: they are sorry, and
somewhat more tolerant than the horticultural crops on whiclhey would really like to know. Some of the people whom we
the ground water was otherwise put in the first instance (anchet, both the experts working in SA Water and those
that ground water was irrigation water originally), hasemployed by them as contractors, were clearly very commit-
infiltrated below the root zone of the crops and has to béed to solving the problems. By going away, we had the
removed or it will saturate the root zones and kill the cropsopportunity to share a dinner with some of these people, so
That water needs to be used with more efficiency. It is not tanot only was there the information we gained in the formal
be splashed around as though it were second rate, and it oudii@arings, which the minister has the benefit of being able to
to be used on those crops that return the greatest possibiiead on the record, but also there was the information that we
contribution to the gross state product. | am not sure that thaained in across-the-table discussions.
is happening at present. There may, finally, be better uses. The sincerity and commitment of these people was
The amount of water getting past the root zone is too greatbvious. Their frustration at not knowing yet all the answers
Irrigation practice efficiency must be improved and the meangvas also obvious. The confusion in the community and the
to achieve it must be explained to the irrigators, whether theway that folk stories develop a legend status were also
like it or not. Too many of them still regard the water asobvious. One of the issues that came up was an underground
being too cheap and use too much. limestone cavity system and the role that this might play in
Time expired. spreading saline water which might damage farmers’
properties. This related to stories about Uncle Harry who
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | am pleased that the chased a rabbit down a burrow 40 years ago and came across
Minister for Water Resources is present in the chamber tgomething interesting. So, when people find mysterious
hear the debate on this report because it is not a normal repgratches of salt developing on their properties, Uncle Harry’s
but something that arose as a result of communications witltories take on new meaning. They are searching for answers.
the committee which indicated that there was disquiet in th&he scientists say, ‘We don't think that is so: we have this
community about the Qualco Sunlands ground water contravidence that tells us it is not, but we don’t have any real hard
scheme. As a result of receiving community representationgyvidence to tell us what is happening.
the committee decided that it would make a trip to examine The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
this scheme, part of a tour looking at a number of matters on MsTHOMPSON: Yes, as the minister says, dealing with
the committee’s agenda, all of which had some connectiomisinformation is as much a problem as dealing with real
with the issue of water management in this state. information. Certainly, when the Public Works Committee,
As somebody who is essentially a city slicker, havingas a representative body of parliament, goes to an area, people
spent only a few years of my early childhood in the Mallee,are able to get some of these things on record and we at least
I really had little knowledge or understanding of the mattershave some record of what the misinformation is, so that we
at which we were looking on paper, so seeing them on thean start dealing with that misinformation.
land was of great benefit to me and considerably assisted in However, one of the conclusions that the committee
my understanding of them. reached is that there is a need and an opportunity to develop
It not only showed me the technological complexity of thea centre of excellence on the matter of salinity. | understand
issues we are dealing with in looking at the effective use ofhat there have been some moves to develop this since the
our water resources and the damage that has been donectammittee sat. However, | want to emphasise very strongly
them, but it also demonstrated to me the problems beinthe need for us to develop a centre of excellence in this state
experienced within the communities that are most directlyto look at the issue of salinity. We are undertaking a huge
affected by these issues. People who have put their lifetimamount of expenditure and looking at expending vastly
into the management of their property are finding that theigreater amounts than this, yet we do not really know if what
property is not what it used to be. The stories they have inve are doing is going to work. One of the earliest references
their families about what they used to grow here, when an@ith which | was involved as a member of the Public Works
where, how much water they had and what they did do no€ommittee was to look at irrigation remediation. It struck me,
apply to them any more. They are finding salt patches on theas we were being taken around the irrigation channels and
property and they do not know where they come from. Theyold how dreadful they were and how silly it was that people
are naturally suspicious. were using them, that the people who put in those channels
One of the difficulties is that, when action such as thesincerely believed that they were doing the right thing. They
Qualco Sunlands ground water control scheme is taken to tmyere using the best available engineering information at the
to remedy the problem, some members of the community attme and now it is a disaster. My fear is that what we are
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doing now may also be a disaster if we do not improve ouinform the minister of what is happening and certainly to get
knowledge. encouraging sounds back. | also wish to thank my committee
| strongly support the recommendations of the committestaff, particularly our secretary, Mr Knut Cudarans, who is
and urge the minister to establish a centre of excellence fan the gallery and also our new research officer, Mr Stephen
research and better management of saline ground water uséarwood, who is proving to be a most enthusiastic addition
and effects. We are not only not solving the problem ando our committee staff.
doing damage, but we are probably also wasting a resource. | also report again to the parliament that our record is still
As the member for Hammond said, there does not seem to le tact; that is, during the four years that | have been the
any real understanding of how we can use the resource thelhairman we have not had one single minority report.
is being created by what we are doing at the moment itCertainly it speaks wonders about team work. That is what
ground water management. The lake at Stockyard Plain isommittees are all about: to come up with a consensus and
offering us a great opportunity. The fact that 110 species ofertainly to enrich and enlighten the parliament about these
birds visiting this lake have now been identified is an excitingssues. | note the minister is present at the moment and |
environmental issue. In fact, 10 000 swans were identifieghersonally thank him for his input and guidance on these
there in one season and this is, again, a really excitingnatters. The impact of agricultural development on native
development. Whether this relates to the natural cycle in thifauna is yet to be fully realised, with many changes having
area before we came in and started messing around with gubtle impacts that are often expressed over hundreds of years
we do not know. Every time we undertake a significantin terms of changing patterns of native fauna and flora. A
environmental development we have to think about what theoncerted effort in the immediate few years will be an
consequences might be and | do not think we alwaysmportant step in collecting necessary information and
understand them. So, while the Stockyard Plain environmentnanaging birds, habitats and agricultural structures for the
al centre, as it might now be called, is really exciting andbenefit of the community, the environment and the economy
offers great tourism opportunities and great ecologicabf our state.
opportunities, we also have to look at what risks might be Itis an excellent report, adding now to a long list—in fact
involved in this new ecological phenomenon. 41 in all—of excellent reports; all relevant to our state and
As | said, a city slicker I am, but I have been very excitedour community. They should be available via our web site,
by what | have seen as part of the work of this committee. but, as yet, it has not eventuated. We only discussed this
have a much better appreciation of the magnitude of the tagkatter this morning. | urge the powers that be to address this
that we as a nation, and particularly people in rural regionsproblem. We can read committee reports from other states,
are facing, and | urge the minister to take the committee’®ut they cannot read ours. We are told that we are the IT
recommendations on board because | hope that they will adstate, but our web site is practically non-existent.
value to the work that is being undertaken in the management Now is the time to address it. We are at the start of 2001,

of ground water problems in this state and nation. so we have to get with it. We must have a web site that is
Motion carried. active and reactive, so that people anywhere in our state can
log onto our web site, read about what we are doing and what
ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND is before us, become involved and, most importantly, read our
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: NATIVE FAUNA past reports. | hope that that is addressed, because the
AND AGRICULTURE community of South Australia is missing out on a vital
. ) . pathway taken by this parliament via its committees. |
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Venning: commend the report to the House, and | look forward to the

That the 41st report of the committee, being the native fauna anghinister’s response to it.
agriculture report, be noted.

(Continued from 29 November. Page 711.) Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): As | said in my previous SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: RURAL
speech on 29 November, all Australians recognise and value HEALTH
native birds as an integral part of our unique environment,
and the clearing of native vegetation as a result of 165 years Adjourned debate on motion of Hon. R.B. Such:
of agricultural and pastoral development in South Australia That the 13th report of the committee, on rural health, be noted.
has had a dramatic effect on the numbers and the behaviour (continued from 25 October. Page 247.)
patterns of some native fauna in this state. Both the report and

my speech relate the effects of what is happening (negative pr ATKINSON (Spence): | served on the Social
and positive) to native fauna, particularly birds, in agriculturepevelopment Committee’s rural health inquiry. The inquiry
today. We hear about bird pests in orchards and vineyardgas first proposed because general practitioners had retreated
and the efforts to control and protect them, and also the cropgom obstetric practice in the country to avoid the prohibitive
The use of scare guns and other means were also mentionggkt of insurance. In the four years or so that the proposed
in the report and in my speech and | will not repeat themnquiry waited its turn, the state government moved to
again. Hopefully, the two speeches will connect, even thougBypsidise the insurance of doctors delivering babies in the
they are separated by quite an amount of time. countryside. The federal government also offered a number
Atthe end of my contribution | was wanting to thank the of incentives for country practice. One general practitioner

following people who assisted in this inquiry, particularly from the Flinders and Far North Division of General Practice
those who made submissions and gave evidence—and thgggd the committee:

were a lot—and also the Minister for Environment and Last year | paid $4 000 to be indemnified as a procedural GP

Heritage and his staff. Certainly they were a great help to Ugecause | perform obstetrics. The state government has a deal going
and always fully supportive. It is a pleasure as chairman teith various insurance companies whereby they pay the rest. If |
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were to insure through one of the recognised medical indemnity Currently, 50 per cent of graduates are female, and | am not being
companies, it would cost me about $12 000. critical of them, but they do not see themselves doing the blood and

. . uts work that doctors have always done in the country, 24 hours a
Our focus shifted from obstetrics to mental health, to thegay for 20 years, and neither do the boys. People’s social mores are

effect of regionalisation of the Health Commission, tochanging. You could find half a dozen graduates in this town who,
overseas doctors on temporary visas, and how we could keéke me, married a nurse, and they went where we went. With female
doctors, nurses and allied health professionals in rural areg@aduates, the careers might not match.
The committee heard 91 witnesses between 8 December 1998e medical graduates willing to practice in the country were
and 5 May 2000. We visited Naracoorte in the South-Eastnostly from the country themselves. Forty-five per cent of
Berri and Barmera in the Riverland, Port Lincoln, Cleve anchursing and medical students who come from rural Australia
Whyalla on Eyre Peninsula, and Port Augusta and Wallarowill return, but only 5 per cent of Australians of city origin
on Yorke Peninsula. will go to the countryside to work. Alas, fewer than 10 per
We heard that South Australians living outside Adelaidecent of medical school undergraduates are from the country,
were in much poorer health than those living in the city.despite one-quarter of young Australians living there.
South Australians in the countryside were more likely to  Mr David Wilkinson of the South Australian Centre for
suffer disease, illness and injury, and their life expectancyRural and Remote Health told us:
was not as long as that of people in the capital. For instance, \we found rural doctors were more likely to have grown up in the
the incidence of diabetes in remote areas was double that efuntry, but the single most important factor for rural doctors was
Adelaide. Aboriginal people were particularly affected bythe background of their partner.

diabetes. Death rates from injury for men in large regionabften we were told that a country town was in a much better
towns was 22 per cent higher than in the capital and 69 pgjosition to recruit a person if it could offer a person’s
cent higher in remote areas. Death rates from road accidertigisband or wife a job. The committee made 34 recommenda-
for men in remote areas was double that in the capitations, many of them anodyne. I shall mention seven of them
Suicide rates for males in the countryside were 20 per cent| have time. The first two | shall mention are:

higher than in the capital. There was excessive morbidity and 1. Overseas trained doctors who are appropriately accredited be

mortality among agricultural and mining workers. encouraged to fill vacant positions in country South Australia where
Despite this vulnerability, per capita use of Medicarethere are no Australian trained doctors willing to take up those
services was 25 per cent of the national average in Son{@silatlo'r}?{e Australian Medical Council examinations be reviewed
remo.t(_a areas. SO.Uth Australlas populatlon_ per gener% ensure that any inequities and unnecessary barriers to overseas
practitioner is 572 in Adelaide and 1 216 outside Adelaideained doctors gaining entrance to country practice be removed.
Adelaide was well supplied. The SA Farmers Federation _, . . . .
referred to a discussion paper produced by the Australiah th”?k. that members. of the committee ha'd' a lingering
Medical Work Force Advisory Committee which showed that>uspicion that the Medical Council imposes difficult tests on
the Australian medical work force had more than doubledV¢'S€3S graduates more to protect their market than to
between 1979 and 1996, while the population had increasdyOtect patients. The committee leaned towards bonding

: : - _Mmedical students into rural practice, but doctors pleaded with
gg""e”r'ﬁt’sgiﬁfr cent. The discussion paper made the following = /4 " "this. Mr Wilkinson said that, if we had to

) ) . recommend this, it should be for only a short time, and he
_ In Australia’s health system, an oversupplied medical work forcesaid:
in a given geographical area does not result in unemployed doctors.
Medicare data indicate that in these areas patient use of medical We know there are only 45 vacancies in South Australia for rural
services has expanded, maintaining employment and medic&Ps. That is not a huge number.
INCOMES. One person providing health services who is not dubious
Rural South Australia had fewer general practitioners peabout bonding medical graduates to work in the countryside
head of population than any of the Australian states ang the former Regional Manager in the South-East, Mr Chris
territories save non-metropolitan Western Australia. Eaclbverland. He told the committee that the best way to
year, 1 200 people graduate from medicine in Australia andvercome the shortage was to introduce an indentured labour
270 overseas trained doctors migrate to Australia, by whicBystem whereby it would be an enforceable condition of
I mean they obtain permanent residence. We found that thgoctors migrating to Australia that they spend time practising
number of overseas trained doctors coming to Australia ofh the country. Although this attracts me, | think it may run
temporary contracts with two-year visas had increased frorto constitutional difficulties as a form of civil conscription
893 in 1993-94 to 2 224 in 1998-99. The reason so manjy the commonwealth. It could only be based on the defence
overseas trained doctors are needed is partly because we getver in wartime.

less work out of medical graduates than we use.d_tc?. Mr Overland also suggested geographically linked
Dr Lloyd Evans of the South Australian Division of provider numbers. In the years since the Hon. Sandra Kanck
General Practice told the committee: first proposed the inquiry, the state and federal governments

Out of every male graduate we are getting 0.7 of a full-timehad committed huge amounts of money to attract medical
equivalent and from every female graduate we are getting only 0.8ractitioners to the countryside and had offered valuable
]E’J"iimg'g”;e equivalent, so we need two graduates to get ongypport to those prepared to stay there. These initiatives are

o ] . enumerated in some detail in the report at pages 14 to 18
The proportion of female medical students increased fronhclusive. The Executive Director of the Hospitals and Health
43.6 per centin 1989 to 52.7 per centin 1999. We were toléervices Association, Mr Ken Goodall, warned us that much
of a survey of final year medical students in which only onepf this good work might be undone by changes to the fringe
quarter saw themselves working full time. In a similar surveyhenefits tax. He told us:
afewyears before, 4.5 per centof flnal year students thought A number of people, including allied health providers and people
they would work full time. At Port Lincoln, Dr Peter Morton i education and the police, who received motor vehicles and
told us: subsidised housing, would be caught up in these changes.
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Time expired. that we do not have an event soon that will cause a break-

down.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support the motion and note Just the other day we had a serious accident in the Barossa
the comments of the other speakers. They certainly have myoncerning a school bus. We all know about that, and we alll
full support, because rural health is a very important issuefeel for the family of the bus driver who lost his life and also
particularly in my electorate, as it is in most country elector-for the 22 children who were injured and traumatised in that
ates. | have a problem in the Barossa in that our hospitalccident. That accident showed the deficiency we have. Many
infrastructure is in dire straits. It has been the subject of mucbf those people had to be treated on the roadside, because we
media attention of late, particularly with many MPs of all knew we could not have treated them at Angaston Hospital.
persuasions visiting, then getting in the paper and grandstanid-speaks wonders for our emergency services, doctors and
ing on the issue. nurses that they were able to handle that situation as well as

| have raised this matter on several occasions. | haviey did with the facilities that we have. It highlights the fact
raised it with the Minister (Hon.Dean Brown). As membersthat we must address the problem.
would know, we currently operate two hospitals in the The problem is that right now Angaston Hospital is on the
Barossa: one at Tanunda and a larger regional hospital htink of being dysfunctional. We do not want an incident to
Angaston. Both hospitals are accredited, both offer excellergrove that it is, but what do we do? We do not want to spend
services and both are manned by marvellous doctors ardillions of dollars—I think the figure was $3 million or
nurses. There have been several reports, but the main or$ million—just to upgrade it; not renew it but just upgrade
undertaken two or three years ago, recommends that boitto a basic standard that would pass inspection. We do not
hospitals be closed as hospitals and a new one be built ormeant to spend $3 million or $4 million but, even if we agreed
site identified and now chosen in Nuriootpa, commonlyto build a new hospital today, it would take two or three years
known as Reusch Park. to come to fruition. So here is the problem. All politics aside,

Knowing the Barossa as well as | do, | was amazed thathave addressed this with the minister. He is aware of it, but
the community accepted this decision that they would loséhe problem is having a spare $11 million.
two hospitals and gain one. Of course, the trade-off was that Ms Stevensinterjecting:
the new facility would be built adjacent to the Sturt Highway ~ Mr VENNING: That is why the $8 million that is saved
at Nuriootpa, serving the greater Barossa area. Since thepy the Le Mans is certainly a vital key in providing services
little money has been spent on the hospitals, and | know thad people. There is a way out. | spoke to the Treasurer and the
the shadow minister would have heard of this issue. Little oMinister for Human Services, Hon. Dean Brown, together
no money has been spent on either hospital because we kn@and | certainly appreciated that meeting) only last week
of their pending closure. We now have a grave situatiorabout whether, apart from the capital works budget, we can
whereby these hospitals, particularly the Angaston Hospitgdut this out to private enterprise to fund this amount of
(which, I remind members, is only an upgraded house anghoney—in fact, whether we can go out to the money market
which has outgrown itself several times) are inadequate. Witnd borrow $11 million. | believe that the interest on that
the burgeoning population of the Barossa region, we havg11 million, plus the efficiencies of operating one new
seriously outgrown these facilities. facility, would almost be the same amount of money that is

We have also been seeing a few disputes between thigquired to upgrade and run two hospitals. If it is not the same
Wakefield Regional Health Board and our local Barossa Are# would certainly be very similar. | repeat again: the interest
Health Board, where they seem to be in conflict over thi®n $11 million would be approximately the same as the cost
issue and also that of having to close the elective surger§f operating two hospitals and upgrading Angaston Hospitall,
theatre, because they have blown out their budget by severg0 it is not far away from the ball park.
equiseps. So, we have had to see that theatre close for threeThat is where we are now. We are working along this line.
to four weeks during January to allow them to catch up. EveiThis project of a new hospital is now my highest priority in
though it has been closed | understand from the CEOmy electorate. As the Barossa grows it is providing marvel-
Mr Dennis, that they are still behind and have overblownous service for our state and is giving the economy of our
their budget quite considerably. | am concerned about thistate a magnificent boost; and tomorrow we open the Mildara
ongoing conflict between the local and regional boardsBlass facility north of Nuriootpa which will result in hun-
particularly when funds are short. Last year the regionatireds of jobs. People love to live in this area but they are not
board underspent some of the funds, which caused evarry impressed with the standard of medical care. The doctors
further angst. | believe that all these boards are doing the beshd nurses are doing a marvellous job; the problem is the
they can and have the common goal of providing the bedtcility in which they are expected to work.
possible service to the region. Both boards are 100 per cent | appreciate the work done by the Social Development
behind the provision of a new health facility. Committee in looking at the subject of rural health. It is

A new facility has been costed at approximatelydifficult. If only we had money we could do a lot of things.
$11 million. This is on a green field site; it would be brand| highlight the problem I have, and | appreciate all the work
new, starting from scratch. However, because no money haone by the medical people, the CEO and others in my
been spent on the facility, it has got to the stage (and | wilelectorate who work with me to provide the best possible
have to choose my words carefully) of being on the edge o$ervice. | agree with the sentiments expressed in this report
basic health standards. | have inspected this hospital and | support the motion.

Angaston and have even taken a video of it to show the

minister some of the problems at first hand, particularly inthe  Mr SNELLING (Playford): | wish to continue the
kitchen and other areas. We take these hygiene areas @narks of the member for Spence. Mr Goodall predicted that
standard in our homes, but they should be even morthe state may have to spend between $25 million and
important in hospitals. We have serious problems, and | hop&30 million a year to offset the federal changes. The third and
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fourth recommendations which | draw to the House'sCheltenham, Mr Jay Weatherill, arrives in this House after

attention are as follows: the next election, as he probably shall.

7. Undergraduate medical, nursing and allied health courses put The seventh and final recommendation to which | refer is:
more emphasis on equipping students to be generalists. 22. A number of hospitals within each region be resourced

8. The federal government give nurse practitioners limited and with appropriately trained support staff and have a
appropriate prescription rights for pharmaceuticals. designated room, or a room that can be adapted safely and

Doctors and allied health professionals in the country need quickly, to care for a person suffering from an acute

to be more versatile than their city counterparts. They ma: mental episode.
well be working alone and they will see a broader range o¥Vhen a person has a psychotic episode in country South
illnesses, diseases and trauma than they would see in tAistralia, there will never be a psychiatrist to see that person
capital. Yet many country areas are without a generaPromptly. The mentally ill person must be dealt with by his
practitioner. or her family, neighbours and the police. Chances are that the
At Naracoorte, the member for Fisher canvassed theersonwill be escorted by police to the local hospital, where
merits of the Chinese office of the barefoot doctor, namelythere will be no staff trained to deal with a psychosis and no
a medical generalist without formal medical qualifications Suitable room in which the patient can be safely secured and
I think the member for Fisher thought that nurse practitioner@bserved- ) _ ) _ _
might fulfil this role in small country towns without a general  If the episode is particularly acute, the police will have to
practitioner. Many withesses emphasised in their testimongscort the patient in an ambulance or aircraft to Adelaide.
to the committee that attracting doctors to the country was ndbout 25 mental patients a year are transferred to Adelaide
enough. There is a serious lack of dentists, psychologist§om Port Lincoln by air ambulance, and about the same
radiographers, social workers, physiotherapists, pharmacistd¢mber from Mount Gambier. Police do not like this kind of
occupational therapists, speech pathologists, dietitians agerk. While the escort duties are being performed, the area
podiatrists. One witness claimed South Australia needed 268 Without an ambulance and without its full complement of

more midwives. police officerg. '
Doctor Gary Misan of the Services for Australian Rural ~ All the evidence was that the number of mentally ill
and Remote Allied Health told the committee: people in the countryside has been increasing. In an earlier

Programs of professional support and incentives are heavil quiry Pf the Social Development Commlttee—namgly, an
weighted in favour of medical personnel to the detriment of almostnquiry into rural poverty—we were told that the decline in

all other service providers. the rural economy had led to hundreds of dwellings being
The fifth and sixth recommendations to which | draw thevacated in the countryside. These dwellings were let at
House’s attention are as follows: incredibly low rentals and had attracted people who were
20. A scheme, similar to WorkCover, be introduced to allow"U"niNg away from t.he city, were permanently onyvelfare or
medical compensation to be capped. were keen to experiment with illegal substances in a remote
21.  The suitability of compensation settlements paid as amnd lightly policed location.
annuity rather than as a lump sum be investigated. The Director of Mental Health at the Flinders Medical

Each time the topic of negligence was raised, a chorus dEentre, Mr Len Payne, told the committee that one-third of
antipathy to lawyers and the legal system was raised. Doctorgirrent admissions in Adelaide from the countryside would
argued that clever lawyers were manipulating foolish judgebe managed locally if the expertise, facilities and support
into finding negligence in circumstances where, by thevere available. A Flinders Medical Centre survey had shown
standards of the time and place, the doctor had done his or higaat most country consumers of mental health services would
best. Worse, the same clever lawyers were easily persuadipgefer to be admitted to the local hospitals, close to family
foolish judges to award monstrously large damages becaus@d friends, but they also believed that there was more
the judges knew the doctors were insured. The cost was theasychiatric expertise in Adelaide, which is undoubtedly true.
being spread over all rural doctors to the countryside’s |commend the report to the House and thank our scribe,
detriment. There is, in my opinion, more force in the secondMary Covernton, and our organiser, Robyn Schutte, for their
argument than the first and it is true of negligence findinggood work.
generally, not just medical negligence. )

Mr Nino DiSisto, the chief of the Riverland Regional ~Mr LEWISsecured the adjournment of the debate.
Health Service, said that, from December 1999, 21 country )
hospitals out of 72 had stopped delivering babies because of M7 MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the
the risk of litigation. My colleagues on the committee wereState of the House.
impressed by these contentions but, owing to the absence of A duorum having been formed:
evidence from the accused, the issue was never properly
tested and recommendation 20 should not have been made in DENTAL PRACTICEBILL
the absence of that testing. Dr David Senior, President of the
Rural Doctors Association, said:

The concept of providing a capital lump sum pay-out in this sort

s o] comeaae Shocs hve scosee 1 gt M STEVENS (Elizabeth): I ould briefly ke to recap
pension to ensure that there is ongoing care for the rest o% tt%g'e major points that | made yesterday. F',rSt’ this bill causes
individual’s life. To provide a lump sum, which at times in the pastan update of the Dentists Act 1984, and it should facilitate
has been expended by the parents, and then to have the child fatieeting the challenges that have faced the profession over the
back on the public system, seems to me to be quite wrong. past 50 years in relation to providing quality dental health

I would like to hear the plaintiff lawyers argue against thatcare to the community. | canvassed some of the challenges
one, and | suppose | shall do so when | next see the Hortthat | believe will be before us in future years, and | covered
Nick Xenophon, and when the Labor candidate forareas such as the dental health status of the community, the

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 27 February. Page 941.)
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change in dental health status over recent years and th@nimum service targets and monitoring national oral health goals
barriers in relation to accessing dental services, and through the maintenance of a national data collection and evaluation
concluded by looking at work force issues centre, and undertaking research into current and projected needs.

This afternoon | will address the role of the federal and 'I}?r?gtotrﬁziggmg:v?ealth allocate resources for a national oral
state governments in the provision of dental services beforg, ;i syrvey to be conducted as a priority, and to establish data on

addressing the bill itself. First, in relation to the federalthe oral health status and oral health needs of the Australian
government, | refer to the Senate Community Affairscommunity.

Reference Committee Report on Public Dental Services Recommendation 9
released in May 1998, and | will briefly mention the recom-  That the Commonwealth Department of Health and Family

mendations that were brought before the federal parliamerf€Tvices create a dedicated section or appoint an appropriately
ualified senior officer with responsibility for oral health matters and

by that c_ommittee. Of course, those recommendations We'?ﬁat the necessary resources to fulfil the role and responsibilities of
placed firmly at the feet of the commonwealth. Howeversuch an office be provided.

many of them referred to the need to consult, work with, or

undertake Jomt.pollcy development with the states. The hat the last national survey was in 1987-88, so a new survey
were as follows: . :
) is long overdue. There does need to be a national approach
?rel;tomrg?:?)?nartrl\%?n/lvealth in consultation with the states aniO this and to policy and planning in this area. | understand
territories and other key stakeholders in the public and private dentd@t there has been a commitment by state governments
sectors, support the development of programs to improve thérough AHMAC to spend $200 000 nationally to develop a
promotion of oral health throughout Australia. national oral health plan, including the financing of this plan,

Recommendation 2 and the minister referred to this in his second reading

That the commonwealth government support the introduction o ;
a vocational training program for new dental graduates, especiaIIEXplanatlon' | also understand that the federal Howard

to assist in the delivery of oral health services to people in rural ofovernment to this date has not been interested in this
remote areas. proposal, and | would be interested to hear whether that is the

Recommendation 3 case and whether the minister can confirm this and provide

That the use of dental auxiliaries such as therapists and hygienisisformation to us on South Australia’s own commitment.
be expanded, particularly to cater for the needs of specific disadvan- .
taged groups, and that to this end the states and territories be Of course, the commitment of the federal government to

encouraged to review legislation restricting the employment of sucklental health care has been appalling. Following the cancella-
auxiliaries. tion, virtually without notice, in 1996 of the commonwealth
And, of course, that particular recommendation has beefiental health scheme, that action by the commonwealth has
addressed to some degree by the minister in the bill that igrecipitated considerable stress in the system for the states
before us today in relation to the role of dental therapists, andnd has led to the enormous blow-out in waiting lists that |
the opposition has an amendment in this House which wilhave referred to previously in my speech. So, the role of the
further enable that recommendation to be addressed in futur@deral government is very critical in terms of dental health
The nextis: care in providing national leadership and using its role to
Recommendation 4 draw together all states and territories in order to have a
That support be given to a national oral health training strategyational approach to policy, planning and service delivery.
for health workers and carers, specifically including those workingAs | said just a moment ago, this has been sadly lacking
in the fields of aged care and aboriginal health. during the years of the Howard government. In fact, we have
Of course, members will note that those were two of the areagone backwards in this regard, and | suppose we will have to
that | mentioned last night as being in particular need ofvait for a federal Labor government to once again take the
attention. The next is: initiative in this area.
Recommendation 5 | acknowledge that it was the federal government that
That the commonwealth assist the states and territories toancelled the commonwealth dental health scheme, but this
establish, conduct and evaluate highly targeted pilot programs tgtate government has only ever made a token response to the
?:gdergsgsrglrjlgg:ty oral health needs of the following specific dlsadvan(-:u,[,[ing of that program. We have had no ongoing plan to
Preschool-aged children, 1 to 5 years; young adult health cardddress properly the need that has been created. In fact, in
holders, 18 to 25 years; aged adult health card holders, 65 plus yeadiine last year when the minister first announced his dental

the home-bound; rural and remote communities; and indigenougo-payments scheme he said that it would raise $1.2 million,
Australians. which would result in dentists in our public hospitals being
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | apologise to the able to treat an extra 4 000 people per year. Our estimation
member for Elizabeth. There is far too much side chatter ifwas, of course, that if 100 000 people were currently on the
the chamber at the present time. It is difficult to hear thewaiting lists it would take the minister’s plan 25 years to clear

n relation to the national survey on oral health, | understand

member for Elizabeth. the appalling waiting lists that exist now. The minister
Ms STEVENS: Thank you, sir. The next are: followed his $1.2 million co-payment addition with further
Recommendation 6 funding of $3.2 million for public dental services. But, again,

That the commonwealth government adopt a leadership role ive are looking at 100 000 people.

introducing a national oral health policy and give consideration to
the possibility of using the national public health partnership as the _ 1 N€S€ areé only very small amounts of money to address

vehicle for developing and implementing that policy in partnership@N €normous problem, and we would still be way behind the

with the states and territories. eight ball in terms of addressing the current need. On that
Recommendation 7 note, | would be very pleased if the minister would tell us the
That the national oral health policy include the setting of nationaktatys of the current waiting lists and what impact his tiny

oral health goals, the establishment of national standards for the..._.. .
provision of and access to oral health care and equality of service itiatives have had on them. | certainly have had a great deal

the establishment of national strategies and priorities for oral healtff difficulty in ascertaining that information. Waiting list data
care reform with an emphasis on preventive dentistry, the setting dor public dental services seem to have gone to ground. |
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would be very pleased if the minister would provide that We are pleased to see the expanded number of registers,
information in his response. with dental therapists, dental technicians and dental students
| also mention that the minister has, on a number ofncluded. In relation to dental therapists, we are pleased to
occasions, referred to a review of dental services in SoutRote the removal of the restriction to practise in the private
Australia. The minister referred iHansard to a review of ~ sector, which was suggested in recommendation No. 11 of the
public dental services. Again, | believe that a review hagompetition review. However, we have an amendment on file
occurred but we see neither hide nor hair of it. | refer toin relation to the prOViSion in the bill that restricts dental
Hansard of 6 August 1998—over two years ago. | had therapists to working only with children. The opposition
directed a question to the Minister for Human Services ifotes the competition review recommendation No. 12, which
relation to the state of our dental health programs and, at th&tates:
time, the waiting list was only 80 000. In answer to my  The restriction preventing dental therapists from working on
guestion on Thursday 6 August, the minister said: adults should be removed once competence to do so is able to be
demonstrated. For this purpose, the board should report to the

| assure the honourable member that we have a fundamentgiinister as to the training or other requirements that, in the board’s
review of the whole dental service under way at present. opinion, are necessary to ensure such competence.

The minister’s last comment was as follows: The opposition’s amendment would still leave in the hands
When the review is completed and we have worked out exactipf the board registration authorising the therapist to provide

how we will achieve this increase in activity level, | will bring a dental treatment of a prescribed kind in prescribed circum-

report to the House. stances. We believe that that is a much more appropriate way

Well, we are still waiting. Itis now the end of February 2001 to structure our legislation for the future. It may still preclude
and the waiting list is in the vicinity of 100 000. We still do Working with children but, should change be required in the
not know what the minister intends to do, what the reviewfuture, it would enable it to occur more easily. | will speak
indicated and what the plans for the future are. | suppose th&tore about that in committee. More importantly, the current

it is just another matter that has not been a priority for theeXclusion of everyone over 18 years is not appropriate for
current Liberal government. today when the scope of practice should be described in terms

Before | address the bill in detail, | would like to comment ©f COmpetencies. ,
on the dental work force. Obviously, the quality of the dental I relation to the training of dental therapists and dental
work force in each of its categories is absolutely critical to thélygienists, | understand that courses are offered at a number
quality of care that is provided to the people. | pay a compli-0f universities. The Bachelor of Oral Health in Queensland,
ment to those professionals who work in a very professiondh€ Diploma of Oral Health in Victoria and a bachelor degree
way to deliver that care. in Adelaide are coming online in 2002, and that will ensure
In thanking staff, | must say a particular thank you to mya broader set of skills and more flexibility in the work force.

own dentist, Dr Jim Dundon at Parafield Gardens. | amavery We need to pursue the issue of flexibility with the
reluctant attendee at dental surgeries because when | attendg¥plvement of all stakeholders in the public interest in
the dentist as a child we did not have such things as injectiorSUring greatest possible access to quality dental care for the
to dull the pain. We had full fillings removed without the 9reatest number of people. | understand that through
benefit of an anaesthetic in the gum. I still carry that fear witt*HMAC (Australian Health Ministers Advisory Committee)
me. However, Dr Dundon is an excellent dentist to me, an@ Project has been set up to consider a different distribution

| am sure that there are many dentists like him—not onI;Pf responsibilities within a dental team and that the first issue

dentists but also therapists, hygienists and technicians—4aff Pe considered was the dimensions of dental therapists
the categories. working with adults. Will the minister comment on that? |

I note that this is the second bill dealing with a class OfwiII refer further to this at the appropriate time in committee.

professionals following review of their legislation as aresult,_ Ve are pleased to see the other categories in the bill and
of competition policy. The first was the Nurses Act, which tN€ various parts of the bill that apply to them we approve. |
came before the House about a year and a half ago. | hatigake particular mention of the clinical dental technicians,
looked at the bill that is before us now and at the Nurses AciOW called dental prosthetists. The opposition welcomes the
to see whether there is a flow through of consistency angreation of two categories—dental prosthetists and advanced

approach across both pieces of legislation. | will ask somg€ntal prosthetists—in relation to the ability of advanced
questions during committee and | will move some amenddental prosthetists to make and fit partial dentures. We have
ments to make the two pieces of legislation more consistentoNd supported this. Two private members’ bills, with the
| have a copy of the competition review panel’s report of/IEW of achieving this, were put forward by the opposition
February 1999 in relation to the Dentists Act and | note that? the last term of the current government. My colleagues, the
there were 33 recommendations. | would be pleased if thE'ember for Spence in this place and the Hon. Paul Holloway,
minister could refer to those 33 recommendations and explafiPth Put forward private members’ bills, and were unsuccess-

the degree to which they have or have not been implementefi’!I at the time, to do exactly what t_he government is doing
. . ... _today. So we are pleased to see this.
I have said before and | say again now that the opposition .
| put on the record a letter | received from the Dental

largely supports the bill and recognises the efforts of th - : .

migist)gr inpailjchieving general satisfgction with the outcome echmqans and Den.tal P'ros.thetlsts Society of South
of consultation and drafting across the sector. We note anfgustralia Incorporated in which it states:

applaud the underpinning of the legislation with the theme of Just a few lines to clarify our view of the Dental Practice Bill
protection of the health and safety of the public, specificallyzooo now before parliament. The executive of our association feel

. - - at there are some things in the proposed legislation that might be
through the functions of the board in several provisions, suc proved upon. One issue of contention is the term ‘advanced dental

as the medical fitness to practise provisions. That is as Brosthetist'. If any amendments are to take place we would like to
should be. follow Victoria and simply categorise prosthetists with access to
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partial denture patients as ‘dental prosthetist with endorsement for Growing up in a very poor household, | was subjected to
partial dentures’. teeth being removed rather than filled and as a result it has

After much consultation with our members, and since mos ;
stakeholders appear content to proceed with the present bill, we fet%PSt me many thousands of dollars to get that fixed up. You

disinclined to meddle, preferring to see the speedy implementatiofould think that it could not happen today. It happened
of the agreed upon changes for the benefit of both the general pub#0 years ago when | was a child, but today we would not
and the whole profession. think that it could happen. Fortunately, we have the School
I will certainly raise this matter in committee and at leastDental Service, which plays a major role in preventing that

canvass the minister’s view on their suggestion that is simplgort of barbaric practice from happening.
in relation to the name. However, in relation to senior citizens, we do not have that

| will also raise the concerns of the ADA (Austra"an service. The member for Elizabeth has indicated that there are

Dental Association) in relation to the matter of advancedProbably about 100 000 citizens waiting for dental treatment.
dental prosthetists and partial dentures. There is a conceffeople who come into my office desperately need treatment
there in relation to quality of care, standards and publi@nd have often been on waiting lists for 18 months. | always
safety, but | will leave that and raise it at the appropriate timdeel a little uncomfortable when they insist on coming to see
in committee. The opposition has put forward some amendhe rather than talking to me over the phone about their
ments in relation to structure and membership of the boar@roblem because they want to show me what a mess their
and the Dental Tribunal, which we hope the House willmouths are in. Looking in messy mouths is not something
consider favourably. | will go into details in committee, but that I find a particularly enjoyable task. But l find, listening
essentially the opposition firmly believes that consumersl0 these people and their stories, how much the lack of dental
ordinary people—people who are not members of th&are is affecting their lives. - N
profession or legal practitioners who hold positions on the Inone case, | had a certificate from a general practitioner
board by virtue of their professional qualifications—the othemho said that the lack of dental care was affecting a
category on the board, is a very important category in termgonstituent’s general health. The GP had suggested that this
of upholding the public interest and has a very importanf€rson come to see me in an attempt to try to get something
contribution to make to the deliberations of professionaHone about his dental care. In this case, | am pleased to say
boards. That is the prime reason why we have increased tfigat the minister responded to my pleas and Mr B was given
number of people in that category. As | said before, | willthe dental care that he needed. However, he had been put
speak more about that at the appropriate stage in committel@rough a pretty awful situation beforehand.

With those words, | conclude my second reading contribu-  Constituents who see me have funny little stumps of teeth
tion. In summing up, | say that we generally support the bill Which, due to the minimalist treatment that is available from
We believe that the amendments that we will be puttinghe dental service, are often filed so sharply that they cut into

forward in the committee stage are appropriate and we hogB€ir gums. They wake up at night with their mouths bleeding
that they will be supported by members. from the way in which the pointy little stumps have cut into

their gums. They are often reduced to eating baby food

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | want to comment on because they are unable to eat anything else. They find this
the fact that this bill will allow dental technicians to practise humiliating; and it is bad for their physical health as well as
in a way that they should have been able to many years agtheir mental health. They are not able to go out in public and
For all his sins, Mr Kennett, when he was Premier ofundertake the types of social activities to which they are
Victoria, made sure that dental technicians were able t@ccustomed.
practise, and | am delighted that in this bill, with appropriate  One man I saw would always put his hand up in front of
safeguards in terms of training and health standards, they willis mouth when he was speaking to me. His wife said that he
finally be able to offer a service which has been sought bjpad not been like this previously, that he had been a very
many members of the public for a long time. That is nooutgoing person—in fact, the two of them run a stall at the
reflection on dentists: | can understand dentists wanting tehristies Beach community market—but that his activities
uphold the highest professional standard, but | think this bilin this way had been curtailed because he was so embarrassed
is a reasonable compromise between their demands and tbgthe sight of his teeth and by the foul odour which he knew
demands of the wider community. So | am delighted angmanated from his mouth. We would not expect that anyone
pleased that this minister is about to deliver on that particulawould be living like this in South Australia today. And it is
aspect, because it is something that | have been keen to seet just one person who has been to see me about these
happen for a long time. With those brief words, | commendssues: itis several. When | am not able to fix up something
the bill to the House. locally, there is the pleading letter to the minister. | know the

minister always tries to respond, but he has not always been

MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to support the able to provide the treatment that is required in the necessary
remarks of the member for Elizabeth, who is leading supporime frame.
for this bill on the opposition side. | want to emphasise the The whole issue of organising the dental work force in a
need for this bill as setting a framework in which appropriateway that can maximise the amount of treatment available,
dental care can occur. | see in my office in the electorate gparticularly to our older citizens, is something that we must
Reynell a number of people who are at the moment not ableeat with priority. Once we have the work force situation
to access appropriate dental care. The distress that this causested out, we can start thinking about the resources that are
them—the pain and the diminution of their daily living—is required and the issue of the agreement (or the lack thereof)
really something that we do not expect to exist in thiswith the commonwealth and what the commonwealth has
modern, wealthy community in which we live. We know that, done to treat pensioners’ dental care as one of the least of its
wealthy as we are as a nation, the wealth is not evenly sharguiorities.
and access to dental care is something that is not evenly The other community group which concerns me is that of
shared in our community. school leavers and young adolescents. They do not always
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appreciate how important it is that they continue to use thehould be adjusted has been a perennial issue in this
dental services that have been available to them at school. Aarliament and has never been effectively dealt with. Here we
that age, they are busy trying to sort out their lives; theithave a solution. | have broad agreement in principle from all
incomes are small; many of them are incurring HECS debtghe parties involved, so that, if this bill goes through, at long
and many of them must pay extraordinarily high TAFE feedast that issue should be something in the past. | thank
these days. So, paying for private dental care is not very higmembers for their contributions to this debate. A number of
on their agenda. They do not have any understanding of thissues were raised, and | would like to go through and touch
impact that this is likely to have on their long-term dentalon those.
health and, as we are seeing more and more, the connection First, the member for Elizabeth raised the issue of
between dental health and general health on their long-terftuoridation within South Australia. She asked me to outline
health. to the House those areas of rural South Australia that do not

| am quite confident that we would have a lot of difficulty get fluoridated water. The implication was that most of the
finding a person between the age of 18 and 24 who was abt®untry areas do not get fluoride in their drinking water. In
to tell us that their failure to attend a dentist on a regular basifact, the vast majority of the population in rural parts of South
was likely to result in their having heart problems in later life. Australia do get fluoride in their drinking water, because
If they did happen to know, | doubt that they would carethere are fluoridation plants at Whyalla, Port Pirie and Port
because, as we know, people of that age regard themselv&agusta.
as invincible. In looking at a rearrangement of the dental They are also located in the country lands to the north of
work force, we must look at the sorts of dental services thafdelaide such as Balaklava, Snowtown and Gawler, as well
should be provided to target school leavers, young adults. Ass Yorke Peninsula, the towns serviced by the Riverland
they go from the training side and the low income time toplants, and the Torrens Valley system supplied to Mannum.
developing a family, their priorities go to setting up their In addition, | believe that all the Fleurieu Peninsula is now
home and then to their children’s health care. effectively covered where there is reticulated water, because

Again, their health care is not a top priority in their that comes out of the Myponga system. Fluoridated water is
budget. So it can be quite some time before people start toot supplied to the Eyre Peninsula, the South-East or remote
look seriously at their own dental care, and then itis in termsountry sites such as Hawker, Wilmington, Orroroo, Quorn
of critical treatment rather than preventative treatment. It iend Elliston. The Government has been progressively
not an area that we have addressed in the public healthtroducing fluoridation to South Australian water through
context with any degree of dedication. We need to get th&A Water, which operates water supplies in these areas where
framework right in this area so that we can meet people'shat fluoridation is being provided.
needs and see that we are not developing problems for
ourselves and for our community in later years. [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m]

Dental care is a community priority. When | have been . .
door knocking | have always been interested to have the issue T he Hon. DEAN BROWN: Immediately prior to the
of dental care raised with me as an area of need and, intere§inner break, | was talking about fluoridation of the water
ingly, not always by people who themselves are in thasupply, particularly in country afeas,_and I was pointing out
situation. They may have a relative or neighbour who idhat 90 rural cc_)mmumtle_s supplied with River Murray water
experiencing a problem with their teeth and is not able to ged® Now receiving fluoridated water through the recently
dental care. When community members encounter thigompleted $115 million rural water filtration program. | also
problem they, like 1, regard it as something that just shouldCint out that most underground water contains some
not be happening in this day and age. | am pleased to suppéworld& although generally it is not of a level adequate fqr
the bill and the member for Elizabeth’s amendments whicfihe protection of teeth. Most toothpastes now contain

will assist to put together for our community a really goodfluor@de, and in some locations it is advised that people take
framework for dental health. fluoride tablets if they do not have fluoridated water.

However, for the vast majority of people in country areas of

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | have no intention of seeing South Australia there is fluoridation of the water supply, and
this second reading debate go beyond the dinner adjournmefte program is continuing to expand.
| just want to say that | believe that the minister has shown The second issue, which was raised by the member for
a great deal of courage in bringing the legislative reforms tdElizabeth and, I think, the member for Reynell, concerns the
the House in the form in which this bill does it. The discre-South Australian Dental Service waiting lists. | was asked
tionary capacity which a number of people well trained inspecifically about that matter. It is known that as at 1 July
their respective skilled areas will have under the provisiong000 there were 98 000 names on the conservative waiting
of this legislation to practise more freely is an improvementists. | was asked what had happened to those waiting lists
on what has been the status quo to this time, and a mogénce then. Members of parliament will know that | intro-
appropriate representative body to be appointed as a dengéced a number of measures as at 1 July, the first of which
board of South Australia will, indeed, be an improvementWwas the introduction of co-payments and the second the

Other improvements might be made to that in due course.provision of some money that had been allocated by the
Department Human Services on my instruction to provide

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human treatment through private practitioners for people on the
Services): | thank members for their support for this bill. As SADS waiting lists. The good news is that those waiting lists
the member for Hammond has said, this bill at long lashave dropped significantly. In fact, by the end of January they
tackles and resolves issues that this parliament has bebad dropped from 98 044 to 91 606.
debating for 30 years. If members lookHiansard, they will Ms Stevens: Is that all?
see issues involving where dentists and technicians should The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In a seven-month period, that
practise, and the extent to which some of those barriers a very significant start.
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Ms Stevens: Only 91 000 to go. in many more people who enter the profession finding
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is a very significant start, themselves able to develop to a satisfactory career level in a
and it is believed that it is now a further 2 000 to 3 000 belowgrowing industry.
that again. Some of these schemes did not even operate until In relation to dental services in rural and remote areas, the

several months into the financial year. Therefore— government has made extensive use of the private sector
Ms Stevens: That indicates how big the problem is. where we cannot get public dentists. We have also instigated
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, if you look at it, that  significant financial incentives for those private dentists to

is a reduction of about 10 000 on the waiting lists. work in rural areas. About 18 months ago | agreed that the
Ms Stevens: There are 100 000 on the waiting lists. rate paid to private dentists would be the same as that paid by

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, but | can remember the the Department of Veterans Affairs.
honourable member saying that it would take 100 years to We have also sought to make the best possible use of the

eliminate the waiting lists. excess capacity in the private sector, where we believe there
Ms Sevensinterjecting: is spare capacity or that the dentists are under-used. That is
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: She made statements where we putthe $2 million and outsourced both emergency

publicly and everywhere else. and waiting list clients from the South Australian Dental
Ms Sevensinterjecting: Service. That is one of the main reasons why we have
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! suddenly been able to reverse the increase in the waiting lists

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Well, we have reduced the and, at this stage, reduce the waiting lists by about 10 percent;
waiting lists by 10 per cent in the first seven or eight monthsin other words, take about 10 000 people off those waiting

Ms Sevensinterjecting: lists.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for As | said, in that area we are mindful of the work force
Elizabeth is out of order. issues. The other issue that the honourable member raised

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Clearly, the forecast made was that of a federal initiative. | took a paper to the
by the honourable member is wrong and for the first time ircommonwealth/state ministerial council which advocated that
along time we have reversed the increase in the waiting listshere should be a national perspective on oral health.

Not only have we reversed it but we have reduced it by 10 per Ms Stevens: As there should be.

cent in the first seven or eight months. Therefore, the TheHon. DEAN BROWN: We prepared the paper here
measures that we have taken have been effective in reversiaggmy instigation and the other state health ministers have
that trend and starting to have a significant impact on thsupported me very strongly in that, first, in the preparation of
waiting lists. the paper and, secondly, in the fact that it has been tabled; and

The third issue which the honourable member raisedhey have been very supportive of a range of the options that
involves the work force. There is a fair bit of detail, and | will | have put down. As | said, South Australia’s was the lead
touch on some of it. A Victorian dental work force report wasminister at the Australian Health Ministerial Advisory
undertaken by the departmental Statistics Research Un@ouncil, that is, the public service group—the heads of the
based at the University of Adelaide. The South Australiarpublic service departments. They endorsed that paper and |
government is aware of the problems caused by dental wortook it to the ministerial council. It also included significant
force shortages which it is anticipated could increase or gehaterial regarding the financing of dental services.
worse. Ms Stevens: What happened in relation to that?

The honourable member quoted from a report that TheHon. DEAN BROWN: That matter is still before the
concluded that this would lead to reduced access to serviceederal ministerial council. The honourable member asked
Late last year, at my instigation, the Australian healthwhat has happened with the dental review. In fact, a lot of the
ministers council agreed to develop a national oral healtithanges we have made that have now helped to reduce the
policy, the first draft of which addresses the work force issuewvaiting lists by 10 per cent have come out of that review and
at some length. We see it as a national issue and | believe thaéve been adopted, and | will touch on some of those. The
the honourable member recognised that point. review made a recommendation about co-payments, and we

Many of the possible solutions touched on by the honourimplemented that | think on 1 July. The use of private dentists
able member are addressed in that strategy. In South Australisas another recommendation. That took a few months longer,
there are several promising developments, particularly in thbut we have sorted it out; it is working and has been very
efforts to increase the number of dentists in public and privateffective indeed.
practice. Adelaide University has an intake of approximately Another recommendation was that a feasibility study
six overseas graduates each year, who come for a bridgirgiould be carried out in relation to an Australian centre for
program consisting of the fourth and fifth years of theoral health. That feasibility study is still under way, and
Bachelor of Dental Surgery. people from the university, TAFE and the South Australian

The university also conducts a one-year course preparingental Service are involved in that.
overseas graduates for the Australian Dental Council exam, | have talked about the recommendation in the report that
which is a prerequisite for registration here in Southwe have an oral health promotion task force of the national
Australia. Adelaide University is working closely with the public health partnership. South Australia has taken that up
South Australian Dental Service and TAFE to integrate thend we lead in that. Also, the Dental Advisory Committee,
various arms of dental education, including those for peoplevhich has now been renamed the Oral Health Advisory
studying to be dentists, dental therapists, dental hygienist§ommittee, was established. That includes membership of the
dental technicians and dental assistants. South Australian Dental Board, the South Australian Dental

The high attrition rate from the paradental professions ig\ssociation, the South Australian Dental Service, the
partly a function of poor articulation between the programsUniversity of Adelaide and TAFE. That shows that the review
which results in extremely limited flexibility in career paths. of dental services has been very effective, and many of the
The proposed Bachelor of Oral Health course should resutecommendations have been acted upon.
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Ms Stevens: Will you be tabling the report? The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Venning): It is not

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will look at that. They are  appropriate. We are considering the short title at the moment.
the main issues that were raised during the second reading Ms STEVENS: | am leading to a question on the short
debate. Because members have raised a number of oth#le.
minor points, | will look at theHansard pulls and pick up The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Can you ask the question
other points that | have not had a chance to answer here. please?

I thank members for their support for this bill; it isa  MsSTEVENS: Can | finish my preface to the question?
significant step forward. For 30 years the role withinthe oral The ACTING CHAIRMAN: As long as it is relevant.
health area of a number of different professional groups has Ms STEVENS: Itis relevant, sir. My forecast was based
been an unresolved issue, and this measure brings it togeth@r the minister’s wrong forecast that the $1.2 million co-
for the first time. It allows coordination in planning among payment system would result in dentists being able to treat
a number of different groups, including the therapistsan extra 4 000 people a year. That is what the minister said.
hygienists, assistants, technicians, dentists and prosthetisthat is what my forecast was based on, so the minister’'s
We are dealing with a lot of different groups here, and nowforecast was actually wrong. However, | am pleased that the
we have one board that covers the lot. That is the mosninister has done better than he thought.
commonsense approach. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! We must deal with

| take this opportunity to thank my staff, the departmentakhe short title before we go any further.
staff and the staff of the dental board, who have worked very Ms STEVENS: Yes, sir. In my second reading speech |
hard over a long period. | thank those who carried out thesked the minister a question—to which he did not respond
competition review and the members of the differentin his reply to the debate—about how this bill bears any
professional groups, because they have been very construmnsistency in structure and approach to the Nurses Act,
tive in working with us on this, which in the past has beenwhich was the first measure to come through after the
very destructive. More than two years of work has gone int@ompetition review of professions.
bringing all this together. Much recognition and credit must TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Firstly, | point out that we
be given to a number of key people who have put a lot ofire going through all the health professional acts and | guess
effort, energy and commitment into achieving this agreementhat, as we go, we are picking up more and more points and

I would like to thank those professional groups who at thetiaking a more sophisticated approach with each one. The next
end of the day saw that the bigger picture was what we werene, | can assure the member, is the Medical Practitioners
driving to achieve through this bill and who were thereforeAct, and we have developed more and more ideas in terms of
willing to set aside individual points on some of which theythat as well. The approach here is similar to that with respect
might have had pretty strong views but on which they wereo the nurses. It is not identical to the nurses one but it is
willing to compromise to make sure there was final agreeeertainly similar, and we have picked up here under the
ment. Dental Act many of the approaches that we took in the Nurses

That raises the next point. | know that there are soméct.
amendments on file, but | point out to the House that over Clause passed.
many months the parties have been working through what Clause 2 passed.
was proposed. In respect of membership of the Dental Board Clause 3.
and a range of other matters, they have agreed that a balanceM s STEVENS: Under the definition of dental practitioner
has finally been negotiated. When considering any amendn subclause 1(d), ‘a registered advanced dental prosthetist’,
ments, | have to take into account that balance to which athe minister might recall that in a second reading speech |
the professional groups have agreed. As a result of thataised an issue that was raised with me by the dental
where we have a level of goodwill and support to ensure thatrosthetists, who argued that their preference for their title
this bill works, | think it is very important to put behind us was ‘dental prosthetist with endorsement for partial dentures’
the 30 years of antagonism that has been going on in thather than ‘advanced dental prosthetist’, a la Victoria. Can
profession. the minister comment on their request?

If we can maintain that balance, | think the results willbe  TheHon. DEAN BROWN: You have prosthetists, and
a significant step forward in terms of dental treatmentyou have those who are endorsed to do certain work and
provided in South Australia. | think it puts us in a position those who are not endorsed. Instead of the public coming
where other states will be envious of the sort of level ofalong and asking, ‘Are you endorsed or are you not en-
cooperation we have been able to achieve. | ask membersdorsed?’ we have said, ‘You are a prosthetist—and are you
bear that fact in mind, because any change of any substanaa advanced one which allows you to do more work?’ We
will be a change that has not been negotiated with théhink that that is a more professional approach than asking,
professional groups, a change that alters the balance ariéye you an endorsed one or are you not an endorsed one?’
therefore, potentially, brings undone all the good work weWe did consult on this, and | think that there was wide
have set out to achieve. | urge members to support the bill ascceptance of the fact within the profession. There was a

it goes through the committee stage. view within the general profession that it was best to deal
Bill read a second time. with the advanced dental prosthetists rather than to just say
In committee. ‘endorsed’ or ‘not endorsed’.
Clause 1. Ms STEVENS: Under the definition of ‘dental treatment’

Ms STEVENS: | will ask the minister a question about you have three categories, (a), (b) and (c), but then you have
the structure of this act as it may relate to the Nurses Act, buthe remainder of a sentence, ‘but does not include any
before | do that | want to say something about the minister'sreatment excluded from this definition by the regulations’.
comment in relation to dental waiting lists. The minister isCan the minister explain what this would be?
fond of telling other people that they have got it wrong and TheHon. DEAN BROWN: You are dealing with pretty
he did so in terms of my forecast— complex areas here—and, in fact, there may be technical
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advances, and you may at some stage want to do something Ms STEVENS: | move:
by regulation to tidy up an area where there may be an page 9, line 19—Leave out ‘6’ and insert ‘5'.

inconsistency or where, because of change in technology,

had not clarified that area.

MsSTEVENS: Are any such treatments presently
excluded from this definition by the regulations?

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: No.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Does the member wish to
move her amendment, because she has asked three questid
Only three questions are allowed for each clause, so | sugg

that the member move her amendment.

MsSTEVENS: The problem is that it is a very long

clause with a lot of different issues.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The member can explain

her amendment.
MsSTEVENS: | move:
Page 7, after line 6—Insert as follows:

and includes a person who is a putative spouse in accordan

with subsection (1a);

Ythis amendment relates to the membership of the Dental

Board. | acknowledge that the minister’s bill is a tremendous
improvement on what currently appears in the Dentists Act.
In the act, the total number of people on the board is eight,
and six of those eight members are dentists. There is one
ﬁggl practitioner and one person acts in the interests of
(f,o'ple receiving treatment. It is an incredibly lopsided
arrangement.

In keeping with the broadening of this legislation, it is
pleasing to see that the board’s membership in terms of
practitioners is greatly increased, so that we have not only
dentists but one representative of each of the other groups of
practitioners. A legal practitioner remains a member of the
board. Instead of there being one person who represents the
Jaterests of those receiving treatment, to use the old wording,
the minister has included two people, and they are defined as

The intent of my amendment is to extend the definition oftwo people nominated by the minister to represent the

‘putative spouse’ to include couples of the same sex.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: This involves the broader

interests of consumers of dental treatment.
The opposition seeks to amend this clause because we

issue of principle and the government does not support it. pelieve that the number of consumer representatives, which
know that it is something that has been discussed, but theie currently two out of 13, should be increased by one to
are wider ramifications and until they are dealt with thethree. In the Nurses Act, which is the other legislation of a
government is not willing to support it; at this stage, it is professional group that has been reviewed, the total number
counter to government policy in other areas as well as in thief representatives on the board is 11, and three of those

instance.

11 members come from categories of people who are not

MsSTEVENS: What are the wider implications just eligible for appointment in nurse practitioner categories. The

mentioned by the minister?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If something like this is

new Nurses Act has three out of 11 representatives in the
‘other’ category, but this bill provides for only two of a total

adopted in relation to ‘putative spouse’ we need to look apf 13 representatives on the Dental Board.
having consistency across all areas of legislation, so it has Our amendment increases the category (d) representation

wider implications.
The committee divided on the amendment:

AYES (19)
Atkinson, M. J. Breuer, L. R.
Ciccarello, V. Clarke, R. D.
Conlon, P. F. De Laine, M. R.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K.
Hanna, K. Hill, J. D.
Hurley, A. K. Key, S. W.
Koutsantonis, T. Rankine, J. M.
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. (teller)
Thompson, M. G. White, P. L.
Wright, M. J.

NOES (22)
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. (teller)
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.
Evans, |. F. Gunn, G. M.
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.
Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A.
McEwen, R. J. Meier, E. J.
Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G.
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R.

PAIR(S)
Rann, M. D. Olsen, J. W.
Bedford, F. E. Oswald, J. K. G.

Majority of 3 for the Noes.
Amendment thus negatived; clause passed.
Clauses 4 and 5 passed.
Clause 6.

from two to three, so it means that there will be three board
members who are not dental practitioners. Instead of the
wording that the minister has drafted, that they must be
persons nominated by the minister to represent the interests
of consumers of dental treatment, my wording provides:

(d) 3 (not being dental practitioners) must be persons nominated
by the minister who are not eligible for appointment under a
preceding paragraph.
| have talked about the number three rather than two in terms
of increasing the representation on the board. This is a very
important issue in this day and age. | think that all boards
must have appropriate professional representation but,
equally, they must be open to the public and they must allow
a wide cross-section of interests, attitudes and skills to be
brought to bear on the business of the board in the public
interest. Itis very important for the Labor Party to ensure that
that occurs. We will be pressing for this sort of amendment
in all the legislation that comes before us, because we believe
that the public has a right to representation in reasonable
proportion on a registration board. That is dealing with the
number aspect of my amendment. In terms of the other
wording.

| was quite amused to see the minister’s wording in this
bill because | recall clearly that when we debated the Nurses
Bill 1 put up an amendment that was the same as the
minister’'s current wording and the minister disagreed with
it on the grounds that, when you had that sort of wording, you
got yourself involved with people who felt that they needed
to represent various groups of consumers. He made the point,
which | accepted when we debated the Nurses Bill, that the
important thing was that you extended the membership of the
board and the people you got on to the board simply needed
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to be not of the previous categories of professionals bubther parties. It has taken about 12 months to do it after
individuals who would come on to the board using their own30 years of not being able to do it. | argue very strongly
skills, experience and expertise and who would be able to usedeed that we have reached a balance which gives double the
those skills as an individual on the board to progress theepresentation for consumers. In fact, it is fair to say that the
matters before it. lawyer is a consumer as well. However, we have specifically

I was rather surprised to see that the minister had returnedbubled representation for the consumers and we have taken
to the wording with which he had disagreed in the previoughe dentists from 75 per cent of the membership down to
bill.  would have thought that, on the grounds of consistencybelow 50 per cent.
we would have stuck to the same meaning. | cannot see why In the same way as nurses argued vehemently in terms of
there would be any difference between the role of this sort otheir representation on the Nurses Board, and parliament
category from the Nurses Board to the Dental Board. spent some considerable time debating the issue, we finally

Finally, in order to keep the total number of the board atsettled on the fact that a nurse practitioner had to be the chair.
13, with an increase in category D from two to three, | haven fact, dentists are not in as good a position as the nurses. So,
decreased category A, which is the number of registerei the honourable member wants to be absolutely consistent,
dentists, from six to five, and | have also decreased thshe would be going the other way and putting more dental
number in 6(1)()(i), which is the number of registeredrepresentation on this board than there is currently, but there
dentists nominated by the minister, from three to two. Thés no consistency there.
minister has been very careful to point out on a number of So, | argue, for all the reasons | have stated, that the
occasions that there has been extensive consultation, that tiiismposition of the board is a very crucial part of that, and the
was a package deal accepted across the profession and ttattists have agreed and the others have agreed in terms of
he was unwilling to upset it in any way. What | am suggestthe composition | put up and negotiated with them over that
ing is a small alteration in terms of the number of dentists—a 2 month period. | therefore reject the amendments.
reduction of one sixth—but for the number of consumers, MsSTEVENS: The minister said that this was all about
which is a much smaller group, it is a significant increase antbalance and that the biggest single group is the dentists. |
takes into consideration our understanding of the importanceould say that the biggest single group is the consumers, the
of people who are not part of the profession having geople of South Australia, who are not in any of these
particular role to play on the board. categories. | still say that we need to ensure that there is a

I must add that even with my changes the total number dbalance, and | believe that the balance is still achieved. | add,
practitioners on the board is still nine out of 13. On balanceoo, that the minister has almost a slight defensiveness about
they are still well represented and the other category, ththis. No-one is doubting his efforts and the work he has done
consumer type category, is better represented. Finally, | reféo change things. That is not to say that we cannot go a little
to part 5 of the bill, the investigations and proceedingdurther in the public interest.
section, and | note in clause 59, for example, that when the Mr McEWEN: | am somewhat attracted to the amend-
board is undergoing these proceedings it works with five oment and | read it a little differently from the minister, in that
more members present. When you have greater numberslistill see nine professionals in the area out of the 13 on the
each of the categories who will be called upon to meet in alboard and the tenth being a lawyer. Again, | do not think we
circumstances when the board is doing its businesses, if ydwave taken the professional representation from 75 per cent
have a category of three rather than two you reduce thi less than 50 per cent. Yes, we have broadened the profes-
burden on those people in the small category because tls@onal representation, and so we should. We are now
consumer category must be present each time the boaemhcapsulating an allied profession, if you like. | am attracted
meets. However, for instance, some of the practitioners musb the idea that we redress what | do see as an imbalance and
be present only if a like practitioner is before the board. Sothat we simply add one more consumer representative and
for all those reasons, | have moved the amendments standingduce the number of dentists to five, keeping in mind that
in my name and ask for the committee’s support. that still gives us nine practitioners in the field. However, will

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: A couple of points are the minister explain to me what is meant by ‘a suitable
involved here. First, let us look at where we have come fromperson’ in subclause (4)? Does it have to be a like person?
We have a board at present with six of the eight being, in fact, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Subclause (4) provides:
dentists, with one lawyer and one consumer. Under this The Governor may appoint a suitable person to be a deputy of a
proposal, we will go from 75 per cent of the vote from the member and a person so appointed may act as a member of the board
dental profession to six out of 13, so it will be less than halfin the absence of the member.

That is a very significant shift indeed—from 75 per cent toWe have this delicate balance, and the last thing | wanted to

less than 50 per cent in terms of representation by dentists @ was to throw out all that delicate balance simply because

the board. Secondly, we have doubled from one to two theomeone has, say, the flu or, for a legitimate reason, cannot
number of consumers on the board. | think no-one wouldttend a board meeting. In some of these areas you only have
argue that that, therefore, is a very significant departure frorone representative from that area, for instance, a dental
where we are: it is representing the interests of other groupgechnician. Something may come up at the board meeting

For the first time, we have recognised other people such aoncerning dental technicians and, if the dental technician

registered dental prosthetists, registered dental hygienistsannot attend a board meeting, they should be allowed to

registered dental therapists and registered dental techniciamave a deputy attend.

The other point is that the board composition was very We are doing that to maintain the balance so that any
crucial, because this is all about balance—particularly as, iprofessional group cannot claim that, because their person
fact, clearly the biggest single group that we are dealing witltould not get there, they could not be represented on issues
is the dentists themselves. They have an overwhelmindealt with by the board on that day. That more than ever
number of people being represented in terms of the profesighlights this point | have been making: it is all about a
sional group. | have negotiated this with them and with all thedelicate balance. | stress the fact that all these parties have
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agreed to this balance we have put down. It was probably ongerson’ to make sure that there is always the new balance on
of the most fundamental issues in the whole thing. They havthe board.
all agreed and, if members vary that, then | think the parties MsSTEVENS: That is a good point raised by the member
have every right to be somewhat disturbed about the fact thédr Gordon. It is interesting to note that the minister’s bill did
this has been varied without their consultation. They haveot reflect the intention of the fine balance that he had been
written letters to me supporting, in principle, this bill, but that able to achieve. Itis good that it will be achieved in the upper
is based on the way the bill is presented, and this is one of theouse. The minister mentioned that what he had come up
fundamental aspects of the bill as presented. with had been the result of wide consultation of all parties.
Mr McEWEN: I do not think the wording captures quite What consultation has the minister done with the consumer
what the minister is describing; actually, it is much loosermovement in relation to its representation on the board? Even
because it does not say ‘the Governor may appoint a likthough the minister has addressed the issue of the numbers,
delegate’ to maintain this delicate balance. It actually says ‘&e certainly did not address the issue of the terminology. Is
suitable person’ which, to my mind, is far broader. If thethe minister now reverting back to a position that he dis-
minister wants to stick to exactly what he is trying to achieveagreed with in the last bill? That is fine, but it would be
he needs to consider that ‘a like delegate’ rather than ‘@nteresting to know whether that is the case.
suitable person’ is more consistent with his argument than The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There was a lot of comment
mine. | do not have as much difficulty with it as the ministeron this, including a lot of public comment from broad
seems to have. community groups. | cannot stand here and name all of those
On the more fundamental issue of the balance, there is agroups, but | know that consumer groups were consulted as
opportunity for everybody to revisit this, and we would hopepart of the whole process.
that the stepping off point was something that we thought was The committee divided on the amendment:

close to ideal rather than something which had been negoti- AYES (22)

ated to this point. The great thing about this parliamentary Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.

process is that the legislation can go to another place which Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V.

provides the opportunity for further consultation if so needed. Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F.

I would always prefer to step off with what we think is an De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O.

ideal resolution and not necessarily the best possible compro-  Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K.

mise that has been achieved at the time, noting that we may Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K.

find ourselves reverting to that. But we should at least step Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.

off with something that is closer to the ideal. The ideal to my Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.

mind is the balance that the shadow minister is proposing. Rankine, J. M. Snelling, J. J.

However, | also do not believe that the minister’s intention Stevens, L. (teller) Thompson, M. G.

in relation to keeping it tight is captured, although | am not White, P. L. Wright, M. J.

suggesting that | would be proposing any amendment to NOES (21)

tighten it up. That is the minister’s prerogative not mine. Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Under clause 4, | can now Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. (teller)

see the point that the member for Gordon is making. | am Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G.

happy for an amendment to be drafted between the lower Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.

house and another place to tighten it up to the point where it Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.

reflects the same professional group such that the deputy  Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.

would be from the same professional group as the principal Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P.

member. That was implied, and | will ask the draftsperson to Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J.

look at making sure that without any doubt if the member was Oswald, J. K. G. Penfold, E. M.

a dental technician the deputy would be a dental technician. Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H.

Likewise, if they were a dental therapist, dentist, dental Williams, M. R.

hygienist or dental prosthetist equally so would be the deputy, PAIR(S)

and equally with the lawyer. So there would be a deputy for Rann, M. D. Olsen, J. W.

each of the members who were on the board, except for the Majority of 1 for the ayes; amendment thus carried.
chair, of course. So the chair would be a dentist, and the ;| Ew/|S; May | ask the result of the division? | did not
deputy chair would have to be a dentist, as well. | will get anear what you said, sir.
amendment drafted so that that is perfectly clear. Thatis what the cHAIRMAN: | said it as loudly as | could. It was
was intended at any rate, because that is part of this delica@ ayes and 21 noes, so the question passed in the affirma-
balance. One of the issues they raised was that very poinjye.
thatif they could not get there, they wanted to make sure that \; | Ew|S: Did you vote, Mr Chairman?
someone else represented that professional group within the The CHAIRMAN: No.
dental area who would maintain that balance. Thatis allthe 1 L EWIS: What would have happened, on a point of
more reason to highlight the point of delicate balance and thSrder, had you voted?
fact that we have negotiated here with all the parties involved. The cCHAIRMAN: It is not the prerogative of the chair
We have negotiated this with about five or six differenty \ote.
parties. . . Ms STEVENS: | move:

Mr McEWEN: | am offering the minister an acceptable Page 9, line 20—Leave out 3’ and insert 2’
trade-off by indicating that | am happy to support an amend- ' ) ’
ment that adds three instead of two, and drops the number of Amendment carried.
dentists from six to five. The trade off is that | am then ~MSSTEVENS: I move:
supporting the minister who now tightens up the ‘suitable Page 10, lines 1 and 2—Leave out paragraph (d) and insert:
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(d) 3 (not being dental practitioners) must be persons nominatellow often does this happen?
by the minister who are not eligible for appointmentundera  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Not very often, but | know

preceding paragraph. there was an incident with a board where it was reported and
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. action was taken.

Clauses 7 to 9 passed. Clause 18 passed.
Clause 10. Clauses 19 to 24 passed.

MsSTEVENS: What, if any, are the current levels of  Clause 25.
remuneration, allowances and expenses? MsSTEVENS: | move:

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: These are set by the Com- Page 17—
missioner for Public Employment. | do not know what the Line 6—Leave out ‘10’ and insert:
present remuneration is. There is a scale depending on the 11

Lines 19 and 20—Leave out paragraph (c) and insert:

(c) 3 (not being dental practitioners) must be persons
nominated by the minister who are not eligible for appoint-
ment under the preceding paragraph.

These amendments are in relation to the composition of the
Dental Professional Conduct Tribunal. The tribunal has a
very important, critical role in the tasks that it undertakes. My
amendment increases the number of people who are members
of the tribunal from 10 to 11 in total; it also changes the
number in clause 25(1)(c) from two to three; and the wording

i changes to reflect similar wording in the amendments moved
Page 11, after line 19—Insert new paragraph as follows:  jn relation to the composition of the board so that clause
(aa) to regulate the practice of dentistry in the public interest. 25(1) provides:

lam _SUQQESting that this new paragraph relate to the very first (c) 3 (not being dental practitioners) must be persons nominated
function of the board. I note the functions that the ministetby the minister who are not eligible for appointment under the
has listed, and they are fine, but | believe it is very importanpreceding paragraph.

to state right up front that we regulate this practice in therhe reason why | am doing this is that | note that when the
public interest. | do that noting the wording in clause 13(2),pental Professional Conduct Tribunal does its work it is

and because it is also the wording in the Nurses Act. | believgonstituted of four people: one is the presiding member, one
it is very important to put that issue right up front. is a registered dentist—

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: As | have no difficulty with The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

that, | accept the amendment. Ms STEVENS: The minister gives up, so | will give up
Amendment carried. as well. | will not go any further. The minister has indicated
MsSTEVENS: | move: that he will accept the amendment, so | will stop my explan-
Page 11, after line 28—Insert new paragraph as follows: ation.
(ea) to provide advice to the minister as to the making of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have no difficulty at all in

regulations for the purposes of section 31; and - making three consumer representatives available for the
Section 31 of the act deals with the authority conferred byribunal; that is fine with me.

registration on a register. | have on file an amendment to  Amendments carried.
section 31, which requires my moving to insert this function pMsSTEVENS: | move:
in clause 13. :
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Elizabeth could andﬁﬁ%g,}?' lines 19 and 20—Leave out paragraph (c)
speak to the principles involved. (c) 3 (not being dental practitioners) must be persons nominated
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | am going to accept this by the minister who are not eligible for appointment under a
amendment. We would normally seek the advice of the board Preceding paragraph.
when making regulations. Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
Amendment carried. Clauses 26 to 30 passed.
MsSTEVENS: | move: Clause 31.
Page 11, line 29—After ‘provide’ insert: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:
such other. Page 21, after line 13—Insert:
This follows on from the previous amendment. This amend- and the manufacture of dental prostheses
ment inserts the words ‘such other’ because we have a furth@his was an oversight in the drafting, as can be clearly seen.
part to the functions of the board, that is, ‘to provide advice’We want to make sure that the manufacturer of the prosthesis
It now reads ‘to provide such other advice’. It is consequenis also included.
tial on the previous amendment. Ms STEVENS: The opposition supports the government’'s
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will accept the amendment. amendment.
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed. Amendment carried.

nature of the board and so on, and I think you will find them
all in the Government Gazette. They are formally gazetted,
so those amounts are available. | will try to get the figure for
the honourable member, but | cannot tell her now.

MsSTEVENS: | am happy to receive them from the
minister in the near future.

Clause passed.

Clauses 11 and 12 passed.

Clause 13.

MsSTEVENS: | move:

Clauses 14 to 17 passed.
Clause 18.
Ms STEVENS: Clause 18(3)(c) provides that:

[a person] who misbehaves before the Board, wilfully insults the

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

Page 21, after line 19—Insert:
and the manufacture of dental prostheses

Amendment carried.

board or one or more of the members in the exercise of the member’s Ms STEVENS: | move:

official duties, or interrupts the proceedings of the board;. . .
is guilty of an offence.

Page 21, line 23—Leave out ‘to children’.
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This amendment refers to the work of dental therapists. The The previous act restricted them to the public sector and
opposition argues that the scope of practice of any dentab pre-school age children, that is, they did not have to be at
practitioner should be in the province of the Dental Boardpre-school, and school children at school but under 18 years.
First, we believe that it is better practice: in other words, orlUnder the new act the details of the duties of all registered

the basis of an age rather than on the basis of competencydental providers are left to the Dental Practice Board to

do a particular task is a much more accurate way to describeontrol through codes of practice developed to reflect the
someone’s scope of work. Secondly, we believe that thitraining of a dental provider. This approach was adopted-and
should be the province of the board. this is really important, | believe—to allow flexibility for the

| refer to the competition review, the report of the reviewtertiary education authorities and the dental profession
panel dated February 1999. Recommendation 12 states #gough the Dental Practice Board to change duties, etc., to
follows: reflect changes in dental practice training and materials

The restriction preventing dental therapists from working onWithout recourse to parliament. _
adults should be removed once competence to do so is able to be The newly appointed Dental Practice Board had to have
demonstrated. For this purpose the board should report to theodes of practice for all providers and so they enacted
minister as to the training or other requirements that in the board'gsmporary codes while they developed more considered ones.
opinion is necessary to ensure such competence. These temporary codes of practice for all groups simply
With this clause, the minister has gone some way to changingaintained nearly all previous restrictions, including the
the scope of practice for dental therapists. As membergstriction of therapists to pre-school age children, that is,
probably know, dental therapists are presently restricted tghey did not have to be at pre-school, and school children,
working in the public sector, and with children. The ministerthat is, at school and under 18 years. The restriction to the
has removed the restrictions and has broadened the ability pﬁbhc sector was not included because the government had
dental therapists to work in a wider sector but he has persistagken so specific about its intention on that point. | understand
in reStriCting their work to children. We do not believe thatthat the Victorian Dental Practice Board has just begun to
is appropriate: the scope of practice should be the provincgonsider new codes of practice for all groups that reflect the
of the board. full intention of the act.

The South Australian Dental Therapists Association is not The comment that was made for me in relation to this
happy with the current bill, and it has sent me a copy of anatter was that it is clear that dental therapists have high
letter that it forwarded to the minister on 4 July 2000 injevels of skills in the elements of diagnosis, treatment,
which it refers to the recommendations flowing from theplanning and the provision of preventative and restorative
review of the legislation under the national competitiondental care. This raises the potential to allow them to apply
policy, to which it added the following comments: these skills to other age groups. This would certainly have the

The underlying concept of testing the viability of an expandedpotential to reduce the cost of private dental care and then the
role for an appropriately trained dental auxiliary has been widelypublic sector contribute to the reduction in dental waiting
ﬂ'ivcvtésvse?d ;?térr‘;ertgaigmﬁ' grnodugatlggallofroerutrr?iz over many yearists. Clearly, there is no logical reason why a dental therapist
suppresséd. ThePefore, afgll exarr%/inatign has never been undertak&f{10 ¢an provide a dental check-up and a filling for a 17 year

. ) old cannot do so for an 18 year old, or even a 42 year old.
The letter continues: However, some may argue that dental therapists would

We request you give further consideration to this matter and draweed additional training to provide care for older patients. The
youg::}g?tlgﬂ)}m;niéog?]vc\jnni%: particular dental therapists have\ﬁctorian act allows the Dental Practice Board to make

demonstrated competency over many years in providing qualit;U"dQjments about the 'Fralnlng of the dent_al_ provider and

services within their scopé of practice to the community. develop codes of practice to reflect that training. The board

The spiralling cost of health care delivery and predicted increasenay decide that a dental therapist's current training already

in demand for dental services should require that all opportunitiegyould allow them to treat adults within their competencies.

which have the potential to address these concerns receive d :
consideration. YWternatively, the dental therapy course may have to be

We acknowledge an alternative concept to that which hadnodified to enable them to satisfy the board that they have
traditionally been in place is likely to attract some opposition; these competencies. In either case there would be no need to

however, as we live in a contemporary environment, tradi-have the act or regulations changed as this would be achieved
tionalism and vested interest should not dictate the future. flelely by Codes Of practlce ThlS approach |nv0|ved the
Finally they say: dental professions and the training institutions in controlling
To address some anomalies which currently exist in the dentdl€ntal practice in a way that ensures public safety and
health status for socially disadvantaged groups, it is imperativénaximising flexibility so that dental care is accessible.
innovative concepts are able to be fully explored and not stifled  From my inquiries, | understand that the Queensland
because they may challenge the established framework.  government is about to proceed with legislation that follows
I think that they are interesting points that the Dentalthe Victorian model, and | have found that in Tasmania they
Therapists Association has made. | would also mention thare about to undertake a pilot, a trial, in relation to extending
situation that | understand exists in some other states ithe practice of dental therapists to adults in some categories.
Australia—and | point out that | did follow this up with my | am aware that some groups, for instance, the Australian
colleagues in Tasmania, Victoria and Queensland. In Victoriental Association, are very concerned about this. All my
the Dental Practice Act 1999 was passed by the previousmendment does is remove from the legislation the restriction
Coalition government with bipartisan support, and imple-of working with children. In my view and in the opposition’s
mented by the current Labor government. Under the new aetiew it is more appropriate that the scope of practice of a
there is no restriction on dental therapists working in theparticular profession is better handled by the Dental Practice
private sector. The new act contains no reference to the duti@oard, and this will give flexibility for any future changes
of dental therapists, or any restriction to the age range thethat may occur without the need to refer back to the
may treat. parliament. It allows that flexibility and, on the other hand,
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it still protects the public interest because the Dental Board MsSTEVENS: The minister implied that | had not
will need, obviously, to be examining the issues of trainingaccurately portrayed the situation in other states. | wish to
competency, safety and all of those issues that it wouldorrect that. | did accurately portray it and said what the
normally look at in terms of practitioners to ensure that, ifminister said. | quoted from the advice | received from the
any changes are made, the public interest could be guarawictorian government in relation to its position, exactly as
teed. they gave it to me, and also that of the Queensland
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | oppose this amendment. government and the Minister for Health in Tasmania. There
First, we ought to be clear about what the other states do. Nwas no inaccuracy at all in what | said.
other state allows a dental therapist to operate on an adult at | want to return to what | am doing. By removing these
this stage. Let us be clear about that. The honourable membaprds, | am not opening the flood gates for dental therapists
said that this does not preclude them on age. That is true, bta treat adults in the private or public sectors. All | am doing
it does say that they must be at school. There would bé& saying that we should not be as restrictive as we are in the

virtually no students at school over 18 years of age. legislation and that all those issues, which are legitimate
Ms Stevens: What about re-entry students? | was theissues raised by the Australian Dental Association, can be
principal of a re-entry school. dealt with by the Dental Board. That is what | am saying; |

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There are very few students am not answering the question or debating the issue, even
at school over 18 years of age. | am not saying that yothough | know other states have moved to be more flexible
would not find some, but there would be very few. To implythan the minister here is prepared to be—and that is a pity,
that in Victoria they are allowed to operate on patients of anppecause we need flexibility and innovation and should not be
age is wrong. They are allowed to operate only on schod¥ightened of it.
students. In Tasmania, it has not yet been implemented and All | am saying is that we take the words out of the
it is only a pilot trial. It can be implemented only under the legislation and that it become the responsibility of the board.
supervision of a dentist, and the dentist must be on site to tefss the minister said, he has undertaken wide consultation and
the therapist what to do, how to do it and supervise théhe board will have strong representation of highly qualified
treatment as it is done. | read to the committee what th@eople and consumers and the ability to call for advice,
Australian Dental Association, South Australian Branch, hadesearch and all the rest of it to enable it to make the best
to say on this, as follows: decision in the public interest on this matter.

The Australian Dental Association (SA) believes that there may 1 "€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: The member for Elizabeth
be a proposal to delete the word ‘child’ from the description of themet with the Australian Dental Association (SA Branch) last
authority bestowed by the registration of the dental therapists whick\ednesday night, | think, and apparently raised this issue.
prescribes the kind of treatment that may be provided by them in thperhaps she could tell the committee what the Australian

bill. As you are aware from previous submissions, the Australia o f - .
Dental Association (SA) is totally opposed to the concept of aIIowingjbemal Association gave her in terms of advice. | also point

school dental therapists to treat adults. out that | understand that when she had that meeting she did
The Australian Dental Association (SA) position can benot discuss with them (I stand corrected if | am wrong) her
summarised as follows. School dental therapists are only trained fgroposed changes in relation to the composition of the board.

treat schoolchildren. Adult dental problems are much more comple : ;
than those encountered in schoolchildren. An extensive retraininr understand that although she met with them she did not

program would be needed before therapists could treat adults. TI&Other to say that she intended to cut out one of the dentists
cost of this retraining and the associated wage increases would mak®m the board. She may like to confirm whether she raised
the employment of therapists in the public sector much morghat matter with them and, if so, what was their reaction.
S o e P g M3 STEVENS: I felaton o i clause, which s what
only have access to alower tier, Consequently the Australian Denty/€ are talking about (itis a pity that the minister did not raise
Association (SA) would vehemently oppose consideration of sucfihat matter at the appropriate time when we were talking
an amendment. about the board), | did meet with the ADA last week, and |
0 o e e s et g it clear wih hem about our positon i relation t
Australian Dentgl Associat?on would be keen for you to stress fh%ﬁemal. therap'St.S because | would nOt. V.Vant hot to do so. |
importance of this issue to your Liberal Party colleagues. A chang&New it was an issue for them. The minister was not at the
of this nature would significantly alter the description of the dutiesmeeting, but | am happy that the minister knew that it
of the school dental therapists and would alter the intent of the bilbccurred. When the Australian Dental Association sought a
itself. There is no evidence that this would be in the public 'mereStmeeting with me, they presented to me a paper for discussion,
The letter is signed by Mr David Miles, President of theso we used their paper as the basis for discussion. Perhaps the
Australian Dental Association (SA). minister might like to check that out with them, but | assure

| have sought advice outside of the Australian Dentahim that that is what happened. We discussed not only this
Association, and the advice that has been given to me is thatll but also another bill, and we had only an hour and we
a therapist’s training is suitable for them to work only onwere scratching to get through the issues which they had on
children. The other point that | make is that the honourableheir agenda and about which they wanted to talk to me. That
member mentioned a pilot study in Tasmania, but inis what happened, minister, but you may like to check that
Tasmania that would be allowed only in the public sector, nobut. Let me return to this particular matter.
in the private sector. The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

I am opposed to this amendment. All the professional MsSTEVENS: We have just been through all that.
advice that has been given to me is opposed to it, and that The Hon. Dean Brown: There are only two important
professional advice is from both the Australian Dentalamendments.
Association and other professionals in the broad area of oral MsSTEVENS: Let me say that they requested the
hygiene. | stress the point that this is a fundamental issue aseeting, they gave me a list of things that they wished to talk
far as the government is concerned, and we will oppose ib, and that is what we spoke about. So let us get back to this.
strongly. Members interjecting:
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Ms STEVENS: Just because you have lost a few votes, Amendment thus negatived; clause as amended passed.

you do not have to get uppity. Clauses 32 to 58 passed.

Members interjecting: Clause 59.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Venning): Order! Ms STEVENS: | move:

Ms STEVENS: Returning to clause 31(e), | agree thatthe ~ Page 35, line 23—Leave out paragraph (c) and insert: _
ADA has a very strong position—that is, the Australian (c) at least one will be a member who is not a dental practi-

Dental Association, representing one class of dental practi- =~ tioner or legal practitioner. ] .
tioners, but a very important class: | do not doubt that.This is justa small amendment to make the wording consis-
However, one class, a very important class, has a very strodgnt With changes we have made in previous clauses to
position about extending the scope of practice of dentafubscribe people who are not professionals in the composition
therapists. We discussed this and | explained that | woul@f the board.

move the amendment that | am now moving. | spoke with TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | accept this amendment.
them about the situation in other states, which they under- Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.

stood a little wrongly in terms of Victoria. However, thatis ~ Remaining clauses (60 to 85), schedule and title passed.

all right: | will be sending thenHansard, anyway, so that Bill read a third time and passed.
they will be able to read the material | have received from the
Victorian government in relation to its position, because the MOTOROLA

ADA had that slightly wrong.

But in relation to Tasmania, we discussed the matter, and The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make
they made the point that they knew that things were differenft brief ministerial statement.
in Tasmania and that a pilot was about to commence because Leave granted. .
of shortages. Well, Tasmania is doing it because of shortages, | '€ Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Earlier today the member for
but the argument was that you could not possibly allow thesglder made reference to a series of d(_)cuments in relatl_on to
people to do this because of a lack of competency. So, it i&'€ Motorola contract. | stated at the time that | had no idea

all right to do it and we can come back on that if there are?S 10 the documents to which he was referring but that |
shortages. | pointed that out. would report back to the House. | have since seen the

| also pointed out to the ADA that | am not saying—anddocqmems that _tht_e mem_ber f_or Elder has provided to the
| said this before—that merely removing this from Iegislationmgg'él tlo ﬁ:\ye-gmi elsbgl:nfggt/itérgg_lhave seen these docu-
does not mean that we are saying, ‘It is open slather, go for Ma;rlbersinter'ectin )
it.” We are not saying that at all. We are saying that itis more The DEPUTYJ SPE%K ER: Order!
appropriate for the board to manage this. It is the board’s - ’ .
responsibility to hold these discussions to determine the Th_eHon.J.W. OLSEN: _—that the_ documents in
scope of practice as the Victorian board is doing, as th uestion were given to my chief of staff in December by the
Queensland board is doing and as will be done in Tasmani hief Executive Officer of the Department of Industry and

I have full confidence, minister, that your board will be able | '2d€—

to do this. Mr: Foley interjecting: e )
; - ) TheHon. JW. OLSEN: No, I'm not. She advises me that
The committee dlvig?gg?zt?)e amendment she then forwarded the documents to the Minister for Industry
Atkinson. M. J Bedford. F. E and Trakc)ie as the minister responsible for that department.
n ; s Members interjecting:
E::fk%r’ 'F;'_ FS‘_ gf&%ﬁ”ﬁ_’ ;/ ' The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
De Laiﬁe, M. R. Foley, K.O Mr Foley: You are areal good friend! You are a coward.
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | rise on a point of order,
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. Mr Deputy Speaker. The member for Hart has used the term
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. ‘coward’ towards a member of this chamber, namely the
McEwen, R. J. Rankine, J. M. Premier. That is unparliamentary, and | seek his withdrawal
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.(teller) and apology. ' N
Thompson, M. G. White, P. L. - The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | believe that it is
Wright, M. J. inappropriate to use that wording, and | ask the member for
NOES (22) Hart to withdraw.
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. Mr FOLEY: I will not withdraw, Mr Deputy Speaker.
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C.(teller) Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | rise on a point of order,
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. Mr Deputy Speaker. The member for Hart is blatantly defying
Evans, |. F. Gunn, G. M. the chair. He has already been warned today.
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will the member for
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. Wiaite take his seat.
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. Members interjecting:
Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A. TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take
Meier, E. J. Oswald, J. K. G. his seat.
Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G. Mr Foley interjecting:
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | have instructed the
PAIR(S) member for Hart to withdraw.
Rann, M. D. Olsen, J. W. Mr FOLEY: | withdraw, Mr Deputy Speaker.

Majority of 1 for the Noes. TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Having now seen these docu-
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ments, | wish they had been provided earlier. If anything, The industry was regulated in the 1930s, when quotas,
they would, and do, support my position. That is the pointlicences and yearly limits were placed on it. This is a product
| am angry that they were not presented to the inquiry, anthat has considerable potential. It is a viable farm industry
I have asked the Chief Executive Officer of the Departmenand works particularly in low rainfall areas. It has been
of the Premier and Cabinet to investigate why these docudescribed as wooden gold, and it also has the potential for
ments were not produced at the time of the inquiry and whygalinity credits. If one were to invest in 20 hectares of land

it is only now that they have come to light. over 20 years, one could harvest two to three tonnes per
Members interjecting: hectare of sandalwood after that time. At roughly $7 000 per
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! tonne, you could make a return of $400 000. So, it is actually
Mr Foley interjecting: quite a good product and it would be interesting to see
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Whether it could be introduced into South Australia on a more
Hart! commercial basis.
When | was provided with this bill, | contacted the
SANDALWOOD ACT REPEAL BILL Conservation Council and asked what it had to say about it.
It raised a couple of issues, which | will just put on the
Adjourned debate on second reading. record. It questioned whether the Native Vegetation Act or
(Continued from 26 October. Page 301.) the National Parks and Wildlife Act is strong enough to

protect santalum in the wild, and that is one of the questions

Mr HILL (Kaurna): This bill seeks to repeal a 1930 act, | would like to ask the Minister when | get a chance. It also
whichis the second oldest environment act remaining on thgsked whether there will be an additional regulation written
statute book. The only act that is older is the Crown Landsnto the Native Vegetation Act of 1991 that specifies that
Act 1929. In one way, it is sad to see this old piece ofthere will be no taking of naturally occurring sandalwood for
legislation going—maybe it should be heritage protected. Theny purposes or under any other exemption.

1930 act regulated the taking of sandalwood for commercial | am sure that the Minister will be able to answer those
purposes. Prior to 1930, there was a bit of a gold rush oguestions when he gets his advisers in here, if he has any with
sandalwood, which was taken quite extravagantly from SoutRim tonight. Other than that, the opposition supports this
Australian scrub. legislation.

When the act was introduced in 1930, it imposed fairly TheHon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Environment and
tough penalties for the illegal taking of sandalwood, includingHeritage): | thank opposition members for their comments
a gaol penalty for the taking of a tree. That is a standard thaind support. In answer to the question, my understanding is
we are walking away from with this piece of legislation.  that, because this comes under the National Parks and

In his second reading explanation, the minister says thagildlife Act, it is automatically covered under the Native
the Native Vegetation Act and the National Parks andvegetation Act, so the Conservation Council’s concerns are
Wildlife Act provide adequate protection for sandalwoodcovered.
these days. When he arrives, | will ask the minister a question Bill read a second time.
regarding that provision. At the moment, | understand there |n committee.
is some woodlotting in South Australia for commercial  Clause 1 passed.
purposes in relation to sandalwood, and | have also beentold cjause 2.
that virtually none is taken from the wild, but thatis notthe My HILL: Under what circumstances, if any, will
case in other states. sandalwood be able to be taken from the wild under this new

Last year, at about the time that this bill was introducedregime?

ABC TV ran a very interesting television program aboutthe TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Now that we are on to the final

sandalwood industry which I happened to watch. | can now|ause, the advice is that it is actually illegal to take any
share with the House some of the learnings that | got fronyantity under the Native Vegetation Act; it is also covered
watching that program. under the partial act and the National Parks and Wildlife Act.

Sandalwood is a valuable material. If you have a tonne off the honourable member is asking about any commercial
sandalwood (either dead or alive), you can get $10 000 for igircumstances, it is actually illegal under those acts.

That applies to timber that has actually been lying on the My HILL: The minister has in part answered my question
ground for 50, 60 or 80 or so years—it is a very valuableahout whether there is a requirement for an additional
plant. If you produce oil from the timber, you can get $500regulation under the Native Vegetable Act which could
a litre for that oil, and there are about 50 litres per tonne. Sospecify that sandalwood requires protection. | think the
you can get $25 000 of value adding from one tonne ofminister has already said that that is not necessary, but for the
sandalwood. | gather that about 1 000 tonnes are exporteghke of completeness, would he reiterate?

each year from Australia and that Australia supplies half the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | repeat that the advice to me is

world demand. . that it is not necessary.
About half of our exports, however, are inraw logs. There  Clause passed.

is strong interest internationally in Australian sandalwood  Title passed.

because of the shortage of supply of tropical sandalwood. gi|| read a third time and passed.

That shortage is expected to last for 10 to 20 years, so there

is an opportunity over the next 10 or 20 years for those STATUTESAMENDMENT (AVOIDANCE OF
interested in taking advantage of this product to plant it and DUPLICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
use it commercially. In the 1840s, sandalwood was first PROCEDURES) BILL

exported from Fremantle in Western Australia, and it has

been harvested in that state for something like 150 years. | Adjourned debate on second reading.

think that South Australia followed shortly after that. (Continued from 30 November. Page 778.)
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Mr HILL (Kaurna): The opposition also supports the the threatened species element of the EPBC act and a decision
bill. I am grateful to the minister for providing me with a has been made in the action under that act, the Native
thorough briefing from his staff last week and also a briefingvegetation Council must heed any conditions that have been
paper, which | will read from to expand on some of the pointplaced on an approval under the EPBC act and consider
in this legislation. This legislation is necessary because of thehether any conditions to be imposed under the Native
commonwealth’s Environment Protection and BiodiversityVegetation Act should be consistent with the EPBC condi-
Conservation Act of 1999, which came into operation in thetions. Also, to the extent that they are relevant, the council
middle of last year. That act requires entrepreneurs omay impose all or some of the EPBC conditions on its
developers to seek particular permission under theonsent.
commonwealth law in order to do certain things which might  The fifth situation is that the amendments will certify that,
have a significantimpact on matters of national environmentyhere a document has been accepted for use by a state
al significance. That may well and in some cases does overlafecision maker, it will not be invalidated for the purpose of
with state provisions. As | understand it, this legislationthe relevant act merely because it has been found to be
dovetails the two pieces of legislation so there are ngnvalid for the EPBC act. The example here is that the
unnecessary delays or unnecessary burdens placed Rfinister for Primary Industries might accept referral
developers. As | also understand it, it does not in any wayjocumentation as an application for the purposes of the
downgrade the standards that South Australia has developegtroleum Act. The referral document might later be found
over the many years. by a federal court to have been improperly accepted by the

The bill covers five areas, and | am grateful to thecommonwealth minister because it was not properly com-
minister's office for providing me with some detail and pleted in the required form. This would not automatically
examples in relation to each of those. I will put those on thenvalidate the document for Petroleum Act purposes. A
record. As | understand it, central to each of the amendmen;ierson would need to show Separate|y that the document did
proposed is that in all cases a commonwealth document @jot contain the minimum content requirements in the
process must fulfil all substantive requirements of thepetroleum Actin order to raise any doubts about the validity
relevant state legislation before a decision maker (which cagf the application.
be a minister) can exercise a discretion to accept the docu- The only other point | make is that | understand that in
ment or process for state purposes. The five circumstancggy all these cases the state decision maker has a discretion
are as follows. In the first case, the amendments will enablgs 15 whether or not he or she needs to accept the
a state decision maker under the relevant state act to acceymmonwealth inspired provisions. | understand there were
relevant procedural EPBC documents as procedural docdpme submissions to the government that that discretion
ments for the relevant state act. The example given for thalqyig not be there; that, in fact, the minister should be
is where the EPA may accept a referral under the EPBC Apjiged to take the commonwealth provisions. | agree with
as an application for a licence to undertake a prescribeghe minister’s logic that is expressed in this document, that
activity of environmental significance. , is, the discretion should stay in South Australia. | think we

The second case is where the amendments will enablegﬁ\/e up too much already to our federal colleagues and we
state decision maker to effectively accredit an EPBC Acfeed to have some jobs to do in South Australia.
process if the process complies with the minimum state | support the legislation. | have one or two minor ques-

process. An example of that i section 35A of the Mining ACt'tions. This is a bill which has some dozens of clauses, so |

which provides that the minister must cause public notlflcawi” not keep the House for very long.

tion of his or her consideration to grant a mining lease. The o .
amendment would allow the minister to direct that a public 1 "€ Hon. I.F. EVANS(Minister for Environment and

notice procedure that may have been undertaken under thi 1tage): I thank the member for Kaurna for his support.
EPBC Act will be taken to have fulfilled the notification ~ Bill read a second time.

requirements of section 35A. The ministers discretion to In committee.

make such a direction will depend on the EPBC Act proced- Clauses 1 to 3 passed.

ure (for example, the number of days on display and persons cjause 4.

to whom notification is made) also complying with the
substantive requirements of section 35A and releva
regulations.

The third case is that the amendments will enable a sta
decision maker under the relevant state act to acceptin who Bquired. Is it up to the proponent to initiate the request for
or in part a substantive EPBC document as all or part of a4 applications or does the state authority get this
equivalent state act document. An example given there is thgf¢ormation from the commonwealth in some other way?
instead of a minister requiring all or part of an EIS to be TheHon. | E EVANS Mv understanding is that. in
separately prepared by a proponent ofamajordevelopmen}inci le it. ié .obviousl. eﬁher the pro o%ent’s o} the
under the Development Act, the minister may accept all of P, Ith's iob t 3& e the st tp Upd the Develon-
part of an EIS prepared under the EPBC act. The EIS woulgommonwealth s job to advise the state. Undertheé Develop
need to contain the information required by the Developmen'fnent Act, if neither proponent notifies the state, there is no

: ; guirement on the state then to undertake any procedure in
Act and regulations that have been prepared in a way théglation to the EPBC act, and under all the other acts

meets the requirements of the Development Act as to public h ;

notification and consultation. procedures arein place—f_or instance, local government or
The fourth situation is that the amendments will requireOther authorities would notify.

a state decision maker to consider the consistency of the Clause passed. _

EPBC act and state act conditions. The example here is that, Remaining clauses (5 to 9) and title passed.

where an action involving vegetation clearance has triggered Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr HILL: My question relates to procedure. This

n;Srovision applies several times in this bill as each of the state
acts is dealt with. It raises a question in my mind as to how
e state authority would know what the commonwealth had
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ADJOURNMENT

At 9.52 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 1 March
at 10.30 a.m.



