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levels, having been established, should, if at all possible, be
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY maintained.
It is no secret that the state government has been under
increasing pressure to facilitate the commencement of the
. project by committing an additional $26.5 million of
2 Tge:rF]’(;E;AeI;ERr;HggJ.K.G. Oswald) took the chair at taxpayers’ funds. The commonwealth and the Northern
p-m. prayers. Territory agreed some time ago to do just that and, to say the
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS least, were eager for us to follow suit. Itis also no secret that
we elected to stick to our guns in spite of the growing
The SPEAKER: | recognise in the gallery this afternoon Pressure which, as members would be aware, intensified
a delegation of distinguished visitors comprising members ofowards the end of last week. . .
parliament and staff of a special committee on rules and N the latter part of last week, during the most delicate
procedures from the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly iR0int of the negotiations, the state government learnt that CKI
Canada. On behalf of all members, | extend to them a warfidd—as was its right—decided not to take up the opportunity
welcome to South Australia and | trust that they have a mod® invest $79.2 million in the project. At the same time, we
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enjoyable and productive time in this state. learnt that the company may be interested in funding the
project to the extent of South Australia’s share of the
NATIVE PARROTS shortfall, that is, $26.5 million.

Officers of the Department of Industry and Trade were
Petitions signed by 251 residents of South Australiasent to Hong Kong and | was asked to personally attend a
requesting that the House urge the government to repeal teeeting in Hong Kong on Monday in order to work through
proclamation permitting the unlimited destruction by some issues to facilitate signing of a memorandum between
commercial horticulturalists of protected native parrots, wer€CKI and the state. The Asia Pacific Transport Consortium,

presented by Ms Bedford and Mr Brokenshire. having secured the CKI funding, together with additional
Petitions received. funds from the Northern Territory and commonwealth
governments, is now in a position to quickly achieve financial

SCHOOL BUS SERVICE close for the project.

" . . ) The terms of the loan are in two components—a
A petition signed by 608 residents of South Australia,g10 million loan and a $16.5 million loan, and they are for

requesting that the House urge the government to continyg,o separate set periods. The South Australian government
the school bus service in Trott Park and Sheidow Park, wagas agreed to guarantee or underwrite the term of those loans.
presented by Mr Hanna. There are two triggers to that guarantee: one is if the consor-
Petition received. tium or contractors are placed in receivership, and the other
is if the project is abandoned. Given the national significance
BARCOO OUTLET of this project and the commitment from the three govern-
ments, that would be highly unlikely.
| am advised by the Crown Solicitor that it is arguable that
se arrangements fall within section 6(c) of the Alice
prings to Darwin Railway Act 1997. On balance, | feel itis
preferable and proper, and to be transparent, to put the matter
beyond doubt and | will have a bill seeking parliament’s
EMPLOYEE OMBUDSMAN’'S REPORT authc.)risatior) introduced this week in a Slmple amendment.
It is also important to understand the issue of the loan
The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the report of the Office interest. The government does not pay any interest unless the

of the Employee Ombudsman for the year 1999-2000.  two events | have mentioned earlier occur—that is, the
project falls over. In the event that that were to occur, the

ALICE SPRINGSTO DARWIN RAILWAY government would be required to pay the interest up until the
project’s collapse, not the entire life of the project, calculated
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make on the average effective interest rate over the life of each
a ministerial statement. loan. | make that point because | understand there has been
Leave granted. some confusion today as to who pays the interest on the loan
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: As members of the House will and as to the amount payable by the consortium to CKI.
be aware, | have just returned from a meeting in Hong Konghgain, it is important to note that the 12 per cent rate is
with the principal of CKI Holdings Limited. The purpose of exactly the same rate as that offered by the consortium to its
my visit was to assist in securing private funding to cover theother investors as set out in its term sheet. The consortium
$79.2 million shortfall in the Adelaide to Darwin rail project. pays the interest to CKI.
That funding shortfall was caused by the late withdrawal of Details now need to be finalised between CKI and the
the John Hancock Group from the consortium appointed teonsortium in relation to the term sheet loan. Given the
build and operate the line. timing and circumstances, this is a marvellous result for the
CKI has been involved in delicate negotiations with thestate of South Australia and | place on record my sincere
state government and the Asia Pacific Transport Consortiurmppreciation to all of those concerned, particularly officers of
for some time. In fact, we facilitated negotiations betweerthe department, for their assistance in reaching the conclu-
CKI and the consortium as soon as we could after learningion. | would also like to thank the board of CKI for that
of the Hancock Group’s withdrawal. It has always been the&eompany’s willingness to assist South Australia and Australia
view of the South Australian government that private fundingo get this project up and running.

A petition signed by 63 residents of South Australia,
requesting that the House ensure that storm water from t| e
Barcoo Outlet is treated to stop polluted water entering Gul
St Vincent, was presented by Ms Key.

Petition received.
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The government was reluctant to come back into this Membersinterjecting:
House to seek additional funding. We were reluctant because The SPEAKER: Order!
| gave an undertaking that we would not, and we were TheHon.J.W.OLSEN: These include: duplicates of
reluctant because we are committed to preserving governmetibcuments contained in many files previously submitted to
funds for the provision of additional services and facilities forthe Cramond inquiry; personal or working papers of individ-
the people of South Australia. ual officers operating in areas other than the Government
The withdrawal of the John Hancock Group was totallyRadio Network Unit or the State Supply Board; routine
unexpected. The delay in the financial close and commenceeports to the Prudential Management Group; notes on
ment of construction has caused uncertainty not only fotechnical issues associated with Motorola arrangements;
government but also for those thousands of South Australiarerrespondence on functional transfers between departments;
who stand to benefit from the building of this great project.and documentation associated with managing the Motorola
At the end of the day, we have achieved the best resuihdustry development agreement and other broadly related

possible. matters.
I have not seen these working papers, nor do | intend
MOTOROLA viewing them. It is my intention to refer them immediately

) to the new inquiry. Mr McCann advises me that the papers

TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | seek leave to make \yere located within the Department of Administrative
a further ministerial statement. Services. In 1998—

Leave granted. Mr Foley interjecting:

TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: | wish to inform the House of The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Hart will come
two developments as a result of an inquiry | instructed myg order.
Chief Executive Officer to undertake following the discovery  TheHon. JW. OLSEN: In 1998, | was assured on
of files related to the transfer of the Motorola contracthumerous occasions that departments had handed over all
between government agencies in December lastyear.  their Motorola files to be examined by Mr Cramond. So it is

The House will recall that, on discovering the files had notwith a great sense of frustration that | now have to report
been forwarded to the 1999 Cramond inquiry, | put twothese facts to the House. | do accept that the documents
processes in place. First, | asked former Chief Magistrate, Jingentified in December last year were created at a time of
Cramond, to review the correspondence to see if they woulgxtensive organisational change in the South Australian
have altered the outcome of his inquiry. He has since reporteplyblic Service. They were created over the period April to
back to the government on this matter, and Mr Cramond iguly 1996 and, as part of the restructure, a group of staff
quite clear in his view that his findings ‘would not have beenresponsible for IT industry development was transferred to
influenced had | been aware of the documents’. He also statédle Department of Information Industries—
that he could see no benefit which would accrue from my  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
being a party to the suppression of that material. The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will come to order.

The second step | put in place was an immediate inquiry TheHon. JW. OLSEN: —in March 1996 from the
by the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of PremierEconomic Development Authority. As Mr McCann advises
and Cabinet into why the documents were not produced at th@e, record keeping in the Public Service is a task which
time of the original inquiry following their discovery within  requires diligence and attention at the best of times. It is fair
the Department of Industry and Trade in December 2000. o say that the restructure challenged this task. Mr McCann
am now in receipt of advice to me by my Chief Executiveadvises me that the purpose of the documents in question was
Officer, Mr McCann. In his response to me, Mr McCannto formally document the transfer of a number of documents
indicates that he found no evidence that any person delibefrom the ministry of small business and regional development
ately withheld the documents in question from the Cramondo the Department of Information Industries. The document
inquiry; the documents were not provided because they werggferred to six contracts of which Motorola was but one.
quite properly, placed on a file created to record the transfer The file copy of this minute was then placed on an official
of responsibilities for a number of contracts (of which thefile in the Economic Development Authority titled, ‘Records
Motorola contract was one) between agencies; the title of thenanagement, files and filing, transfer of files to other
file did not include the word ‘Motorola’ and therefore the file agencies’. As Mr McCann points out, this is an important fact
search system used to produce files for the inquiry did nalo note. Quite simply, the file copy was placed on a file
discover it; and the documents came to light now because thgealing with the transfer of documents to other agencies. It
Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Industry andwas not placed on a project file, that is, the file or files
Trade went searching for them when he became aggrieved iealing with the Motorola project—a logical decision,
a question asked of him during an appearance before thgcording to Mr McCann, in the process of record keeping.
Economic and Finance Committee in December last year.  \We now turn our attention to why these documents have

I am also advised by Mr McCann that, as a result of thissurfaced only now. As this House already has been informed,
investigation, several other working papers and duplicates ahey came to light because the Chief Executive Officer of the

documents have been identified. These include— Department of Industry and Trade believes he has been done
An honour able member: Will you produce them? an injustice and is seeking redress of that injustice. His
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Yes— motivation for the search for the documents in December last
An honourable member interjecting: year was prompted by a question asked of him by the
The SPEAKER: Order! Economic and Finance Committee at about the same time.
Mr Foley interjecting: The CEO of DIT has advised Mr McCann that he was

The SPEAKER: The member for Hart will come to order. certain that the documents in question had been referred to
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Yes, like filing cabinets— the appropriate agencies, but at the time of the Cramond
Marineland; remember it well, Kevin! These include— inquiry he was asked for proof of this fact and he could only
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rely on his memory. | repeat what | said earlier: | have been By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
assured on a number of occasions by the former CEO of thigion. M.R. Buckby)—

Department of Premier and Cabinet that no documentswent  Construction Industry Training Fund Act—Regulations—
missing and a full schedule of files was made and accounted Amendment Act Regulations

for. In the report itself, Mr Cramond says: By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. I.F.

Scrutiny of the dockets does not suggest that any documents akevans)—

missing. All key documents to which witnesses have been referred Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee—Report, 1999-2000
have been located. The chronological and logical sequence of the National Environment Protection CounciI—Rebort

dockets and their counterparts appears to be complete with no 1999-2000
obvious gaps. National Crime Authority—Report, 1999-2000
However, all relevant working papers found over this last Sechnd-?f:;nd Deaéers arg:l Pawlnbrokers Act—
: o egulations—Game Console
week will be referred to the new inquiry. , Magistrates Court Rules—Magistrates Court Act—
| also wish to advise the House that in accordance with the Electronic Records

resolution we supported last week Dean Clayton QC has been
appointed by the Crown Solicitor to undertake an inquiryE
with Mr Richard Stevens assisting. Mr Clayton QC is a
former President of the Law Society of South Australia and

By the Minister for Police, Correctional Services and
mergency Services (Hon. R.L. Brokenshire)—

Public Works Committee Report—Strathmont Centre
Redevelopment—Aged Care Facility Response by the

was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1993. Mr Stevens is a Minister for Disability Services.
former Managing Director of Australian Fisheries Manage-
ment Authority, former Director of Fisheries in South QUESTION TIME

Australia and was Deputy Chief Executive Officer within the
Department of Primary Industries and Resources. Members interjecting:

The proposed terms of reference are as set out in the The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bragg!
motion supported by the government last week. The Hon. G.A Iﬁgerson ,interjecting' ’

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Bragg will come

The SPEAKER: Order! to order. The Leader of the Opposition.
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Let me repeat that for the

member for Elder in case he missed it: the proposed terms of ~ ALICE SPRINGSTO DARWIN RAILWAY
reference are as set out in the motion supported by the

government. The report will be to the Attorney-Generaland TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):

will be made available at the earliest opportunity uponGiven the critical importance of the Darwin to Alice Springs
completion. All members of the government will cooperaterailway to our state, will the Premier request that the Auditor-
with this inquiry, which will begin as soon as possible whenGeneral analyse, assess and sign off on the Premier’s
we engage Mr Clayton and Mr Stevens. | would hope thapreliminary agreement with CKI, announced formally today,
this will be at the earliest opportunity. There is no timeso that members of this House—

limitation on the inquiry because | believe itis importantthat  Members interjecting:

we resolve these issues once and for all. It is anticipated that The SPEAKER: Order!

at a minimum the inquiry will cost South Australian taxpay- Membersinterjecting:

ers up to $500 000. TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am waiting, sir. | am happy to
go again.
PAPERS TABLED The SPEAKER: Order! The member does not need to go
again. Members on my right will remain silent.
The following papers were laid on the table: TheHon. M.D. RANN: —request that the Auditor-
By the Minister for Primary Industries and ResourcesGeneral analyse, assess and sign off on the Premier's
(Hon. R.G. Kerin)— preliminary agreement with CKI announced today, so that
Fisheries Act—Regulations— members of this House can receive the Auditor-General’s
Management Committees advice and opinion before a vote is taken on the matter in this
Various parliament, given the Premier’'s commitment a few moments

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. D.C. Brown)— agdo to full and proper transparency?
Crown Development Report—Proposal to Construct 1 550 TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | am more than

Metre Long Rail Loop, happy to make arrangements for appropriate consortium and
Melbourne to Adelaide Rail Corridor rail corporation personnel, as need be, to fully brief the
Local Government Act—Regulations—Central Market ~ Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Treasurer.
Leases The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H.  TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: Let me go on to explain.
Armitage)— The SPEAKER: Order, the leader!

Remuneration Tribunal—Determinations of— . TheHon. JW. OL SEN: | will finish; this is an impor.tant
Ministers of the Crown and Officers and Members of  issue for our state, so let us work our way through it. | am
Parliament—Allowances happy to arrange for briefing and background. This is a very
Judiciary, Industrial Relations Commission and State  complex deal. There are a range of different parties in the
Coroner—Telephone Rental and Calls Allowance  geg) and it is a long yield, long term loan structure. It must
JUd-Igr%?/’eﬁitr?éu;%g/ chﬂg%rsmgggt%%uﬁlgx;ﬁgs_ _be unde_rstood th_at, of course, during the cons_truc_tion ph_ase
Regulations under the following Acts— interest is not paid and there is a ramp-up period in the first
Construction Industry Long Service Leave—Viability ~three years of the operational phase where | understand that
Dangerous Substances—Compressed Natural Gas  interest is also not paid. So, there is a period of about six
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years—not all of which is when the loan is drawn down—  So, | am happy to respond on two counts. Yes, | will take
upon which no interest is paid. Given that South Australiajt up in that context, but | also offer a briefing. However,
the Northern Territory, the commonwealth, the range oimportantly, it is the time constraints for which | would ask
contributing partners in the consortium and the Australasiathe indulgence of the House.

Rail Corporation are involved, it is one of the more complex

capital works infrastructure projects to be put together. STATE ECONOMY

As | indicated in my ministerial statement, in offering the ) ) )

Leader of the Opposition a briefing to give background onthe  Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Premier advise the
Steps and Comm|tments that the government has put |n pladépuse Of the S|gn|f|cance Of the |ateSt Bureau Of StatIStICS
I do not have difficulty in referring this matter to the Auditor- States’ final demand figures?

General. My concern is this: timing. One of the reasons why, TheHon.JW.OLSEN (Premier): | am absolutely

at short notice, | went to have discussions, was to try to brin§elighted to report on this matter today. Last Friday, ABS
this to a close one way or another, because if we were unablgleased statistics which show that we were the fastest
to bring it to a close we would have had to come back to th@rowing state in Australia throughout calendar year 2000.
parliament this week in relation to some legislation seekin#’md, would you not know, the shadow treasurer, the member
further funds. or Hart, has to pour cold water on it. He is not content that,

Atthe end of the day, | would not have let this project fall for the first time that | can ever remember, we are outper-
over. And, at the end of the day, despite the fact that | haéPrming every other state in Australia. It was a growth of
indicated to this parliament that we would not put any3.6 per cent (and I think the next state was about 2.1 per cent,
additional funds in, when you look at the range of contract®' something like that), which clearly indicates that we are
that are pending upon a successful financial close that can ¢!l and truly on track. _
let to South Australian businesses, clearly, you would have State final demand figures show that for the
to seriously consider it. And we would have done so, in thos®ecember 2000 quarter South Australia recorded a growth
circumstances. But, as | have said, we sought private sect6f .7 Per cent, second only to Queensland at 1.7 per cent. All
funding, and | think we have, as | said, a marvellous resultother states had a negative growth. So only two states had a
the best of both worlds. They are putting their money in, andPositive growth for the quarter. The member for Hart, who
the interest is being paid by the consortium, not us. WeJO€s on about latest figures, should note that the quarter
underwrite it, or provide a guarantee, but it is only triggeredended in December showed growth for South Australia.
in two particular sets of circumstances related to the conces- Membersinterjecting:
sion deed. What | have done is introduced CKI to effectively  The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bragg.
take the place of the taxpayers in discussions with the TheHon.J.W. OLSEN: The one thing the member for
consortium. Hart cannot take away with his interjections is the ABS

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: statistics.

TheHon. JW.OLSEN: Take the place of South Mr Foley interjecting:

Australia in discussions with the consortium. What now has  The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart.

to occur—and this has to occur between the parties, not us— The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | reinforce the point. While

is that the consortium and Australasian Rail Corporation, oWictoria and New South Wales were going backwards—
behalf of the two governments, negotiates through with CKI  An honour able member: Labor governments—

an acceptable, and an acceptance of that, proposal. That TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: Yes—we were actually moving
includes looking at the term sheets, for example—the ternforward. We have a number of projects, for example, the
sheets are those financial arrangements that underpin ttssccessful financial close of the Adelaide to Darwin rail link,
50 year old project and long-term loans which are also lovand | hope that occurs on 23 March. That will see several
yield loans. hundred million dollars invested in South Australia in a range

There has been an erroneous view that these are higti small and medium businesses. We have been working
yielding and short term. They are not. They are long term andolidly on one other major infrastructure project for the past
low yield, and have an interest-free repayment component’z years—working more intensively on it in the past
which is subsequently capitalised after operating successfuliponth—and that is the Adelaide Airport terminal. Whilst that
over a period of time. has not been concluded successfully to this stage, | hope that

So, in response to the leader’s question, | will be mores not too far away, and that is another $200 million project.
than happy to arrange a briefing. As | said, advice from th&hose two projects will mean $400 to $500 million worth of
Crown is that we could have used section 6C to say, ‘Lookspending in our economy, underpinning those growth figures
itis covered by 6C, but | do not want to do that. | think this we saw last year. We have only recently had Holden’s
is such an important project that it ought to have, effectivelyannouncement that it will expand its production line, and in
the authorisation of the parliament. And | want to be absoabout July we will know what the additional numbers are for
lutely transparent in the process. its production line. As | mentioned to the House the week

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: before last, Access Economics indicated that economically

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | have no difficulty with the South Australia was an untold success story in Australia.
Auditor-General looking at the agreement. But | want toThese are clear indicators that this state’s financial repair and
make sure that we do not impact against the— its attraction of private sector new capital investment have

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: really started to turn the state around.

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | do not have a difficulty with We should take into account one other figure, that is,
that occurring: | do not have a difficulty with that at all. But private sector new capital investment. Last year, South
we have a time constraint. My only point is that | do not wantAustralia had a 39.2 per cent increase in private sector new
to take any step or commit to a step that, in a time constraintapital investment. The next closest state was about half that,
creates a difficulty with the project. and that was New South Wales, which had the Olympics.
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That just indicates the sort of growth and investment we havAustralian industry reached the $1 billion mark and, years
experienced. Couple that with the gas pipeline to be fundedgo, many people said that the industry could not reach that
by the private sector from Melbourne to Adelaide which will figure. For South Australia to do it on its own is fantastic.
bring competitive gas prices in for commercial, industrial and  Despite what the member for Hart said about the econ-
power generating purposes. There has been a constraint gfy, this will continue. The plantings are there for this
energy sources right through the South-East, the Murraysuccess to continue into the future and the culture of the
Mallee and Murray Bridge. By hooking up those areas to geople is certainly great. A couple of figures need pointing
gas pipeline to the north, through the Adelaide Hills, we will out: first, that last year’s exports out of South Australia for
bring about new investment, because we will have amhe calendar year were up an incredible 23.9 per cent—about
additional fuel source to underpin that investment. This i94 per cent in one year following on from many years of
about putting in place the infrastructure and the input cosgrowth. The other aspect which needs to be mentioned and
reduction to ensure competitive pricing so that our productghich is lost on people a lot of the time is that Britain last
can continue to expand on export markets. The sign posts aj@ar imported more than $600 million of Australian wine.

looking good. Australia is now neck and neck with France compared to
the start of the decade when our exports were one-third, one
ALICE SPRINGSTO DARWIN RAILWAY quarter of what France was putting in. It is great news for all

. . L South Australians but particularly people in regional South
Mr FOLEY (Hart): Did the Premier make inquiries of Australia. The wine industry’s efforts with respect to

other lending institutions besides CKI, including AUStra“anemployment in country areas absolutely enriches those

based pa}nks and superannuation fund;, to cover t%mmunities; it introduces many new skills and we see that
$26'5. m|II.|on sfk;ortfall in funding for the Alice Springs to in the areas where wine has been successful. Following the
Darwin railway Were they offered a government guaranteey . cess of the wine industry, certainly, tourism follows and

and what interest rates did they quote? bri o . ;
L rings with it a lot of other employment and that is evident
TheHon. J.W. OL SEN (Premier): This matter has been ;- all of our industries.

on the market for some time. | note that it had not been taken . . . .
It is also a great user of services. A lot of equipment,

up ll\:?; g{gﬁg{;fg@ labour and product go int_o the V\(ing industry, which builds
The SPEAK ER:- Orderl The member for Hart has asked “P. MY other supporting industries in those areas. Transport
his question ) ’ is nct>t only agfecggc:l but allso the |r|1dults_tr|es Whlf_h gretlocayt?]d
' ' L in a town and which employ people. Itis a great industry wi
_ TheHon. JW. OLSEN: —and some financial institu- a5y talented people a%d){if)ey (F:)ertainly ngeed to be co)rqgratu-
tions are investing. | made it quite clear publicly that CKl 5¢e4 wWhen one looks at the fact that we are exporting more
was invited by the South Australian government to open Upna4 600 000 bottles a day, and if one looks not only at the

dialogue with the consortium because | wanted t0 havg,yes bt also the labels, boxes and the transport, that shows
someone replace our call on taxpayer funds. | know that 1 pe the enormous industry it is.

being successful and achieving might annoy the member for .
Hart, but the simple fact is that success is important for our We need to concentrate on the fact that the investors are

state. | ask the member for Hart simply to stop knocking itg tlfaﬂgn?ct?ﬁv\g;%séIthgfgt?lveeg]on:tﬁgtS Igﬁltegt]eggjw% rr] ?Sf t:r?
and look at it for what it is worth and what it will generate for 9 9p

South Australia in terms of jobs not only in this state but alsoter E?mc%EnOfe;/i\;R/Zt c?r?\;irri]rrl?:rrr]\ta(t:i?)rr]lgobg')sigalﬁiitr?llstrllg?lijtsigy
in the member for Hart's electorate. y P .

The member for Hart ought understand and recognise th% great example for other industries. Certainly the food

the rail link and the proposed third river crossing going to the dustry has adopted many of the wine industry's tactics in

ort of Adelaide o epns% transport o ortunitiegs%hatghithertaChieVing success. Food Adelaide and other initiatives see
p PEnS Up transport opp South Australia well and truly outstripping the other states
have never been available in this state. | would ask th

member for Hart to at least give a little credit—just a little; ﬁntréretspelctttho vlvrlat ;Ne ari(fj.omg with gxpﬁrts. ter aft
he does not need to give too much, but a litle—where it is ~€nain’y thelatest export Igures again Show quarter arer

due because this government, through its contacts and linkduarter that South Australia is well and truly outstripping the
has been successful in bringing about a result that is in th%"'her states. Much of that relates to food and wine, which is

; : terrific, not only for South Australia and for employment but
interests of every taxpayer in our state. also for regional South Australia. | think that that is absolute-
WINE INDUSTRY ly fantastic. It is great news and, despite what the member for
Hart said about the economy slowing down, if one looks at
Mr WILLIAMS (MacK illop): Will the Deputy Premier ~ OUr recent harvest and the exports that will occur this year
outline to the House the most recent figures on the expoAnd at what the wine industry will do, and also at what is
performance of the South Australian wine industry and thd/appening in the food industry, there will be more good news
flow-on benefits of those to the regional areas of this stateyet. | think that we can really look forward to a very promis-
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | thank the  ing future in regional South Australia as a result of the efforts
member for MacKillop for the question and, certainly, the©f those industries.
Coonawarra in his area has been a major factor in our
achievements. Most members would have read last week that ~ ALICE SPRINGSTO DARWIN RAILWAY
South Australia alone cracked $1 billion in wine exports for L
the last calendar year. | think that both sides of the House MT FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the
would have to agree that that is an absolutely magnificeriZrémier, who is a big supporter of the GST, as we all know.
achievement and one that should absolutely be acknow- Membersinterjecting:
ledged. It was with some disbelief that, 18 months ago, the The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr FOLEY: As | said, my question is directed to the where they are aware of the problems, want to know what to
GST Premier. Is CKI being charged an annual fee by thelo about it.
government in return for the government guarantee of itsloan That is why, yesterday, we launched a new media
to the Asia Pacific Transport Consortium as required undetampaign aimed at saving the Murray, in which we have
the Public Finance and Audit Act and, if so, at what rate willenlisted a couple of young South Australians. The initial
the fee be charged? message is quite clear: every drop you save helps save the
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): There is a fee, which Murray.
is a small fee, that is incorporated in the memorandum of Mr Hill interjecting:
understanding. | will have to obtain the details of the triggers TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Kaurna

for the fee for the member for Hart. interjects something about every drip. Let me tell you, if ever
I have seen a drip opposite, it is the member for Kaurna. He
MURRAY RIVER is a true drip, because the drip opposite was so bipartisan, so

wonderful, that he said—
er Hill: You are spending a hundred grand to support
ur—
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: He described it as a miser-
able waste of taxpayers’ money. Let the record show his

The H?ThM .IFtIhBRI ND@L f(M |g|shterb fotrf Wﬁ'ger Ret_ interjection that we are spending $100 000 dollars for our
Sour ces): ank the member for SCAUbErL Tor NIS question e _alection. Let me tell the member for Kaurna that the

and at::knovxflltic_igﬁ his mtgrest, lalotng wnhghattﬁf rri;any othefne dia are putting in nearly $1 million, and | do not think it
members of thiS HOUSE. since fast yearwnhen the Frémier pig, help this government or its re-election. The media of this

me |ss#e o:;the M“ffay_lf_*"’ertof‘ the natlglr_]al political ager}dtastate recognise an issue that is important to this state and they
ere has been a significant rise in public awareness o r@re providing over $1 million worth of free advertising to the

Murrgy-Darling Basin.. First, thé\dvertise(, to its credi, eople of South Australia to help this campaign. There sits
identified the Murray River as a key news issue and has begy e mper for Kaurna. We have put $100 million from the
running a series of articles now for in excess of 12 months

e ; sale of the Ports Corporation into the salinity strategy to
blocl_<ed by the logo, ‘Saving t_he Murray'. Late last year ABC capture $700 million from the federal government, and the
Radio began a 20 part series. | do not know how man

b ‘e h heard it It i q MYnember for Kaurna sits there bleating like some sort of lamb;

Lnae”r: d e‘giv%?plgselﬂi cti%\fs’ gﬁ:j tlréceés tﬁever:i)é tg;); Ofsir]'g&oes nothing about the problem. | will read the Labor Party’s
. L X : latform on the Murray River—and | will r it in i

Murray River, its trials and tribulations, and the battles tha atiorm on the Murray er—and ead it ts

. ntirety. It states:
have been fought over it for the last century or so. A Labor government will work to continue rehabilitation of the
More recently (in the last few week¥he Australian has Murray River, including its flow to the sea and appropriate manage-

published a three weeks series of articles, having sent @ent of all activities that affect the ecosystems associated with the
journalist down the length of the river to talk with ordinary river.

Australians who have an interest in the river's future andye|, wacky do!
points to make about some of the river’s problems and Members interjecting:

possible solutions. . The SPEAK ER: Order! The House will come to order.
It is interesting to notice how interested the member for Mr Venning interjecting:

Hart is in a question in which every other South Australian The SPEAKER: Order! Has the member for Schubert
is interested but, apparently, not him. Even Tammy Valiished? ’ ’
Wisse— '

Mr Atkinson interjecting: MOTOROLA

The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Spence!

TheHon. M K. BRINDAL: —in her own inimitable Mr CONLON (Elder): Given the Premier’s indication
way, highlighted to ordinary Australians the problemsto the media yesterday that government witnesses to the
besetting the river by swimming from its source to its mouth.Clayton inquiry will be assisted by counsel, will the Premier
Last night, indeed, the ABC, through its award winning serieensure that evidence given by witnesses is given publicly so
Four Corners, analysed the whole gamut of issues confrontthat the public can judge whether witnesses and their lawyers
ing the Murray River-Darling system, from rising salinity are cooperating with the inquiry?
through to massive cotton farms’ efforts and their effect on  The Hon. J.W. OL SEN (Premier): No, it is not proposed
the river. If any member of the House would like a copy oftg have this in the public glare, but as | indicated in my
the tape, if they let my office know, | will make sure they get ministerial statement the report will be tabled and made
it, because it was a very good program. public.

The state government has been playing its part in con-
fronting some of the issues that threaten our part of the WORKCOVER
Murray River through the Premier’s successful lobbying to
have the Murray put on the agenda at last November’s TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): My good news
Council of Australian Governments meeting and the releaseguestion is directed to the Minister for Government Enterpris-
at Murray Bridge last August, of a draft Murray River salinity es. Will the minister advise the House of the benefits arising
strategy. While many members of this House might be quitérom WorkCover's recently announced levy reduction? In
familiar with issues confronting the future of the river, it is 1993, when this government was elected, the unfunded
quite apparent that many South Australians are not and, moliability was $270 million and extending at $10 to $12 million
importantly, are not conscious of the ailments and, in soma month. Also, at the same time, many injured workers’
cases, want to be informed of the problems and, in other cas@sture payments were at risk. Today the position is this: it is

Mr VENNING (Schubert): Can the Minister for Water
Resources detail the latest initiatives by the state governme,
to make people more aware of the plight of the Murra;p
River?
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a fully funded scheme and nearly all the benefits are future The Work to Live campaign is supported by a range of
guaranteed. | ask the minister in answering this good newsther strategies such as the safer industry strategy, the
question to explain the position in detail to the House. WorkCover grants scheme—a very popular scheme—the
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for schools awareness scheme, and so on. For the benefit of
Government Enterprises): | thank the member for Bragg for members, the school awareness scheme is based around the
his— fact that we are trying to inculcate into school children that
Members interjecting: it is not acceptable to be injured at work. We do not want
The SPEAKER: Order! | am sorry to interrupt the anyone coming out of school into their first workplace not
minister, but the House will come to order and members wilbeing aware of workplace safety.
observe the instructions from the chair when I call them to  All these campaigns have led us to the position where we
order. If members continue to ignore the chair, they will facegre now able to reinvest the $83 million into the South

the consequences. Australian economy. The reason we are able to do that now
Mr Atkinson interjecting: is because in the past five years, under the stewardship of the
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Spence Liberal government, there has been a 20 per cent fall in the

for ignoring the chair. number of WorkCover claims. There has been a 20 per cent

TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for fall in the number of WorkCover claims while at the same
Bragg for his good news question about a matter which is ofime the work force has grown by 10 per cent. They are two
vital importance to South Australia’s economy— good figures from the government’s perspective—not only

Mr Clarke interjecting: has the number of people increased by 10 per cent but the

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Ross number of workplace claims has diminished by 20 per cent.

Smith. . So, we have completely turned around WorkCover. We
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —and to both employees gy have a fully funded scheme; we have fewer injuries; we

and employers. The reduction in WorkCover's levy an-paye Jower costs; and we have more jobs. Everyone wins.
nounced on Friday by the board and the government repre-

sents a really significant boost to our economy, because it
means that it is anticipated that there will be an additional MEDIA FILMING

$83 million in the hands of South Australian employers to  The SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the next question,

grow their businesses and to employ more employees, and|itemind the media of the agreement signed by your news

is due to a reduction in workers’ compensation costs fOggjtors whereby you will only film members on their feet
2001-2002. The Labor Party deals in very big numbers. W%peaking.
all remember only too well the situation—which the member
for Bragg has talked about—for argument sake, the

$276 million unfunded liability. So, recognising that
$83 million is a large number, | point out that the new \r coNLON (Elder): Given his public assurance, will
average levy rate is a 14 per cent reduction in the amount ¢f,e premier now give his guarantee blansard that all
levy collected by WorkCover from registered employees nexfg|eyant ministers including the Treasurer, the now Minister
financial year. v th _ for the Environment, the Minister for Human Services and
Very importantly, the 14 per cent reduction comes at 8he Minister for Minerals and Energy will waive Crown

time when the trend for WorkCover costs in other states i rivilege and appear before the Clayton inquiry to give
upwards. This clearly provides an opportunity for us to hav%vidence on oath.

a competitive advantage against the other states. Itis a very L.
key component of the South Australian government’s desire TheHan. JW. OLSEN (Premlle.r). ] would ask the
ember for Elder to look at my ministerial statement, where

to improve business opportunities in South Australia. Wégindicated that the government will cooperate with this

MOTOROLA

really want to reduce the cost of doing business, of setting u Uir
business in South Australia. The WorkCover cost is an inpuf 9" o
cost. Itis something which businesses look at when they are Membersinterjecting:

looking at where they might set up around Australia. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Colton.
Itis important also to identify that this is not just a bonus
for the employers. In fact, it is a really great bonus for the PARKLANDS

employees because it means fewer of them will be injured

and that, of course, is a great benefit to them. As the member Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Environ-

for Bragg identified, WorkCover is fully funded and it is ment and Heritage update the House on the government's

moving away from an insurance model to a workplace injur})atest initiatives to build on the reputation of Adelaide’s

prevention model. That is because it does not have to worrgarklands?

about coping with the $276 million unfunded liability. Under ~ The Hon. |.F. EVANS (Minister for Environment and

this government it has done that. It can now focus on what iHeritage): | thank the member for Colton for his question.

should be doing, that is, diminishing the number of injuriesOn the weekend | had the pleasure to announce a 20 year

in the workplace. commitment to build a second generation of parklands around
The way it is doing that is by a very successful and highlyAdelaide through the Mount Lofty Ranges, basically running

prominent campaign, a Work to Live campaign, which | amfrom the Aldinga Scrub Conservation Park in the south right

sure all members in the House would have seen by now. It idirough to the Barossa Valley in the north. We started to plan

an excellent campaign and it is supported by materiathis in 1997 with a government commitment to form a greater

produced in a range of media including the internetMount Lofty park strategy. Last year we had a weekend

WorkCover is working to become a much more electronicallygathering of 70 people at McLarens on the Lake to talk to the

available company anyway. stakeholder groups about the issues that would be involved
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in developing a second generation parkland that would run EDUCATION CHARGES
through the city.

As the member for Colton rightly points out, Adelaideis ~ TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Minister
badged both nationally and internationally through itsfor Education and Children’s Services provide the House with
parklands, and therefore the concept of developing what$ome details of the number of government schools that are
term a ‘second generation’ parkland, or the greater Moungharging parents up to the maximum amount allowable for
Lofty parklands through the Mount Lofty Ranges is a verymaterials and services as prescribed under the Education Act?
good concept. Itis a fabulous gift to future generations that TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and
in 100 years they will look back and say that the governmenChildren’s Services): This government has responded to
put in place a proper process to deliver a second generati@alls from schools and their communities about what they
parkland. want. This government fought for legislation to support them

This involves the initial announcement of some 40 000when an out of touch opposition, along with its union mates,
hectares of government land; about 30 conservation parkbad forever opposed and delayed any legislation to protect
eight recreation parks; two national parks; the Mount Loftyschools and parents. This government, along with two
Botanic Gardens, covering about 11 500 hectares; 16 00@embers in the upper house—the Hon. Terry Cameron and
hectares of the Mount Crawford and Kuitpo Forest reservesghe Hon. Nick Xenophon—was successful in legislating for
a number of SA Water reserves; and land set aside under taemaximum compulsory charge, thereby protecting both
Metropolitan and Open Space Scheme. parents and schools. While the opposition remains in a policy

The vision is that over 20 years this land will be linked Vacuum, this government has provided a definite way forward
together for various reasons. Some of it will be linkedfor parents and schools, and the result is resoundingly clear.
together for recreational pursuits, such as walking or cyclingnder the new legislation, more than three-quarters of all
and other areas will be linked together for biodiversitySchools charge less than the maximum compulsory charge.
reasons. We are aware that the Mount Lofty Ranges hahis year, four out of every five schools did not ask for a
suffered significant biodiversity loss over the past 100 yeardurther contribution from parents. Where a voluntary
Therefore, being able to link some of these areas together fé@ntribution was sought, that voluntary contribution, in only
biodiversity reasons is one of the key elements of thigight schools across the state, was more than $100. So, we
announcement. have eight out of some 964 schools (I think the figure is)

This will also provide a great opportunity to link to a 2Cross South Australia.
number of environmental programs that are already being The government's new legislation is working for both
undertaken within the Mount Lofty Ranges. We look forwardschools and parents in South Australia. But let us contrast that
to being able to announce some more programs over the neith Victoria and the Labor government there, because there
12 months. We think this quite appropriately builds on thethe clarity simply does not exist: it is not clear to schools and
back of Colonel Light's vision for Adelaide and the fact that it is not clear to parents. Recently, the Director of Schools
the parklands play such an essential part of our lifestyle. had to put out a strongly worded memo that insists that

For some time a stakeholder management group has beBArents do not have to pay voluntary fees. That had to go out
set up so that we can get proper advice from the stakeholdefs@ memo to parents.
about the issues that will be involved in developing this over South Australian Labor, unfortunately, does not under-
the next 20 years. Groups such as the Farmers’ Federatiostand what has happened in this state either. Labor conveni-
the Conservation Council; recreation groups such as thently forgets that, when it was in government prior to 1993,
Walking Federation, Bicycle SA and Horse SA; the Kaurna-arents always made a voluntary contribution towards their
Meyunna people; the Hills Tourism Committee; Friends ofchildren’s schooling—and they did that willingly. This
Parks and others have been working diligently at this for ggovernment has acted. Itis clear now for all parents what they

year. can do to assist in their child’s future education.
For the Leader of the Democrats to stand up over the
weekend and say that this is a political stunt was an insult to ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE

all the community groups that have worked on this coopera-

tively for about nine to 12 months now. The Democrats do MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is directed to

not realise the amount of goodwill that has gone into thighe Minister for Tourism. Given the Premier’s statement that
from the community groups, to build it from the ground up. it was a choice between the Le Mans and 200 nurses, is the
There is a genuine desire to build a second generatiominister confident that the government will agree with her
parkland through the Mount Lofty Ranges over the nexplan to spend $40 million on upgrading the Entertainment
20 years. | think that future generations will look back at thatCentre? In a submission to the Treasurer, the minister says
announcement as being one of the key announcements durititpt plans to relocate the Investigator Science Centre and

this centenary year of Federation. upgrade the Entertainment Centre will cost $40 million over
two years—the equivalent of 1 000 nurses.
MOTOROLA TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | wonder

whether the member for Reynell has had a discussion with the
Mr CONLON (Elder): Will the Premier guarantee to this | eader of the Opposition, because | understand that he is on
House that anyone found by the Clayton inquiry to have beerecord as saying that he supports the upgrade and establish-
involved in any way with deliberately withholding evidence ment of the Investigator Science Centre. So, maybe they just
or destroying information material to the Cramond inquiryhave not had a discussion about that. There have been plans
will be dismissed? to upgrade the Investigator Science Centre for some time. A
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): Within the con- number of sites are being discussed, as | am sure the member
straints of the Public Sector Management Act, yes. for Reynell would be well aware, and | am sure that this
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parliament will be involved with the debate when a decisionThis includes a national targeted community education

is finally made. program, as well as projects that are aimed at strengthening
family relationships and promoting better responses from
ABORIGINES, FAMILY VIOLENCE across all areas of government, particularly through our
) ) mainstream agencies. The grant that was received by Point
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): My question— Pearce will provide practical and flexible support for
Membersinterjecting: grassroots projects, and it certainly will test new approaches
The SPEAKER: Order! to addressing violence in indigenous communities.

MrsPENFOLD: —is directed to the Minister for  As | said earlier, we all know that violence in any
Aborlglnal Affairs. Can the minister outline to the House thecommunity is a cause for concern. However, for too |0ng
latest initiatives implemented in the state to combat familydomestic violence has been ignored, particularly in

violence in Aboriginal communities? Aboriginal communities. Now, thanks to the efforts of
Members interjecting: Aboriginal people themselves, and the support of the federal
The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Hart, have you and state governments, action is being taken to address these

finished interrupting the House? Thank you. very sensitive and tragic issues, and the behaviours that exist

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Local behind violent behaviour. In doing so, | would suggest that
Government): | thank the member for her question— we are all looking to provide and to support what will be a
although the House may not have heard it. The question wasafer and stronger community, and certainly a healthier one.
intended for the ministry of Aboriginal affairs, and I believe  |n January this year, | wrote a letter to the federal Minister
the question related to family violence in Aboriginal commu-for Aboriginal Affairs and sought to have the issue of petrol
nities. We are again dealing with another sensitive an@niffing abuse put on the national agenda of the MCATSIA
difficult subject, and | think we all recognise that family meeting. That meeting is due mid year. | think that all
violence involves tragic circumstances that reach far and widgyembers in this House are well aware that substance abuse
across all our communities. In respect of the specific questiosf any kind is a tragedy, but the horrendous and debilitating
relating to Aboriginal communities, | can tell the House thateffects of petrol sniffing have caused immense damage and
last year federal and state ministers for Aboriginal affairsharm within communities. This is an area that will be
endorsed a resolution at the Ministerial Council of Aboriginalresource intensive; it is not an area in which state govern-
and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (MCATSIA) meeting, ments can totally find and fund the necessary resources. Itis
recognising the severity of the problem of violence inan issue that crosses borders and, because it does, | believe
indigenous communities and agreeing to a concerted nationglrightly belongs on the national agenda. | trust that we can
effort to address this issue. This resolution established Bave a combined and concerted effort in putting together a
working group of officials to develop and implement a strategy and a program for that particular issue also.
strategy to combat domestic violence in Aboriginal communi-
ties through what is known as the Partnerships Against TULKA FIRE
Domestic Violence program.

Of the two communities that will initially receive MsBEDFORD (Florey): Will the Minister for Emergen-
commonwealth funding under this partnership grantsy Services tell the House why part-time staff handling two
program, one is in South Australia, involving the Point PearcéFS pumps were told that they were not required and could
community. This project was developed by the Goretdeave Tulka before the recent disastrous fire went through that
Aboriginal community at Point Pearce, which aims totown?
develop culturally appropriate support services through TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,
community consultation, and partnership and servic&€orrectional Servicesand Emergency Services): | could
providers. Of course, it takes the support of Aboriginalnot quite hear the honourable member but | think that she
communities to be able to develop a program like thisasked why MFS pumpers were not required at a fire at Tulka
because without that support, through consultation, thesen Eyre Peninsula. | will seek some information on that
programs would have no benefit whatsoever. The projegnatter and get back to the honourable member in due course.
itself will involve educational workshops about family
violence. This provides not only an information centre and GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
an advocacy area but also referral services. Indeed, | am ] )
aware that through the workshops and other consultations the TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | direct my question to
community will develop an early intervention and preventionthe Minister—
policy. Mr Atkinson interjecting:

The national strategy that is behind this program focuses The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Don'tjudge others by yourself.
on a range of areas, including alcohol misuse in indigenoul that is the standard you set, we cannot help that.
communities. However, of course the better targeting of Mr Atkinson: Whatever that means.
existing resources to support these community driven TheHon. G.M.GUNN: You wouldn't know what time
initiatives will also be investigated. Indeed, this nationalof day it was, so—
strategy will lead to the development of support services for The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart.
victims of family violence, preventative programs for TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Will the Minister for Minerals
children and young people, as well as looking at treatmerdéind Energy advise the House of the outcome of the licence
programs for offenders. It will also examine ways of betterscheme for the state’s new green energy source (geothermal
regulating the supply and distribution of alcohol. energy) and the benefits that these licences will bring to

Indigenous family violence has been a major focus forSouth Australia? Perhaps the minister would particularly like
work under the Prime Minister's Partnerships Againstto expand in relation to the energy policy which ensures that
Domestic Violence initiative, at all levels of government. South Australia has sufficient energy to meet its needs.
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TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Minister for Minerals  green electricity for our state, and | believe that has the
and Energy): | thank the honourable member for his potential to benefit not only our state’s industries but also,
question, and | particularly commend the honourable memberitimately, domestic households. The successful applicants
for his long-term interest in the energy needs for Southwill expend up to $135 million over the next five years, and
Australia. The member for Stuart is well aware of thethat is a significant investment in this energy exploration in
importance of this issue because he was a strong participantr state—$135 million and a first for the state. That money
in the framing of and, finally, the debate on legislation thatincludes proposals to construct and operate a number of

came before this parliament last year. electricity generating plants driven by tapping the high levels
Mr Atkinson: What, the member for Stuart? Don’t make of subsurface heat in the region.
me laugh. As members would expect, special conditions will be

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Spence attached to the new geothermal exploration licences—
disappoints me because | should have thought that he and his Mr Atkinson: Tell us all.
constituents would be interested in this issue. Itis notanissue TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: —including a requirement
to be made light of. Geothermal energy will, indeed, be arfor appropriate insurance coverage and a ban on any oper-
energy type that is used extensively by this state in the futuretions that would pose a significant risk of loss or reduced
During debate on the Petroleum Act last year, the parliamentcovery of petroleum from the area. We are mindful of the
in its wisdom passed in that legislation the enabler to awarehild concern that might be held by a number of petroleum
licences for geothermal energy production in our state. Thagxploration companies, either exploring in the area or shortly
enabled the government to call for applications for geotherdue to explore in the area, so we have ensured that their
mal energy opportunities in three areas of our state—areasisting rights are also preserved through this activity.
well known to the member for Stuart. Importantly, environmental, social and economic issues will

They are areas approximately 500 kilometres in size anfe addressed in a statement of environmental objectives and
cover the important sections of our state in the north-east, ithat, as members would expect, will be the subject of a
the Nappamerri Trough and in the Moomba regions in thesonsultation approval process prior to any of the exploration
Cooper Basin. In October last year we called for applicationgictually occurring in the area. | look forward to reporting
for the area. Those applications closed on 1 February. | afsack to the parliament the progress of this exciting new
pleased to advise the House of details of the three successftltiative.
applicants.

The applicants for the state’s first geothermal licences are TAFE COURSES
Scopenergy Limited (in association with the University of
New South Wales), South Australian Geothermal Energy Pty Mr DeL LAINE (Price): How does the Minister for
Ltd (that is in joint venture with the CSIRO and Beach Education and Children’s Services expect people, especially
Petroleum), and Geodynamics Limited. These three comtnemployed people, to undertake courses at TAFE colleges
panies or consortiums will be the first to explore this energyecause of the outrageously high fees applying to many
and have the opportunity to harness it for the benefit of ouTAFE courses? A constituent has told me that a call centre
state. training course at Adelaide TAFE consists of one night per

Members would be aware that geothermal energyveek for nine weeks and costs $999 in fees, with one-third
harnesses the earth’s heat for the provision of electricity9f this amount being an up-front payment.
thereby reducing the need for the burning of fossil fuels. | TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and
should have thought that the member for Spence woul€hildren’s Services): | will undertake to look into that fee,
welcome such an initiative instead of making light of it andbut much depends on what the fee is made up of: what
making light of the contribution of the member for Stuart. material is required for that course, and so on. One certainty
The member for Spence and his colleagues would be wei$ the excellent delivery of our TAFE systems and the
aware of the need to find good, clean, green energy sourcexcellent results that students are achieving. South Australia’s
in our state and of Australia’s commitment that it seeks tolTAFE system is delivering results over and above any other
deliver in accord with the kind of protocol to which this state in Australia in terms of job outcomes for people
country is in agreement and to which it is a co-signatory. undertaking TAFE studies. | stand to be corrected, but | think

It is certainly an agreement that this state is keen to sedat more than 80 per cent of people who undertake and
upheld. There is no doubting that geothermal energy doegomplete their courses at TAFE are gaining employment as
provide us with such a clean, green fuel source. In drilling ina result of that study. In addition, | know from talking to my
search for petroleum in the Nappamerri Trough and Moomb#pcal TAFE institute that the number of students accessing
regions in the north-east of the state, companies have over tR&FE is increasing. | went into our local TAFE only three or
years identified several areas over the years that have higbur weeks ago and said—
geothermal temperatures. These elevated temperatures areThe Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
often in the vicinity of 200 degrees celsius at depths of TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: | had to pay my wife’s fees
around 3 500 metres below the earth’s surface. They afer a course that she is undertaking. They told me that they
commonly associated with granitic rocks, which are interpretare overwhelmed by the number of people currently undertak-
ed to extend over several thousand square kilometres in theg study at TAFE. The Murray Institute of TAFE, for
northern and north-eastern regions of our state. example, whose service delivery some two years ago totalled

In fact, the area is considered to be the country’s foremogtist on 600 000 hours, has now topped over a million hours,
hot dry rock province. As a government, we look enthusiastiand that is increasing.
cally forward in terms of seeing what this province yields for ~ Certainly, TAFE is a success story in South Australia. |
those who have been successful in winning these exploratioemember—I think at the start of last year—when TAFE fees
licences. The successful development of the resource willere restructured, and | think | am right in saying that about
lead to a significant contribution being made toward cleari4 per cent went up and about 86 per cent either stayed the
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same or were reduced. So our TAFE system is delivering aa mechanism that a lot of people, particularly young people,
excellent quality of service. It does not matter whether it isl am sorry to say, are using to harass neighbours and disturb
in the international area—where Sir Douglas Mawson TAFEhe neighbourhood generally. Throughout all of January—and
offers an excellent diploma program in information itis still going on—young people have been tearing around
technology studies in Vietham, Hanoi and Saigon—ortthe neighbourhood throwing fire crackers, setting off rockets
whether itis at the Regency Institute, which has an excellerdut of car windows and creating a real danger. There is a fire
program involving the International College of Hotel hazard, of course, soitis not just a matter of a risk to human
Management as well as tourism courses that are availabland pet life: it is also a threat to property.
Only the other day, a parent came up to me and said that her The latest craze that | have picked up on is that people—
daughter has just returned from Banff in Canada where sheandals, really—are using fire crackers as explosives to
was working in a hotel as part of this course, and she hasreck letterboxes, to completely demolish the place where
come back to complete her last six months of study. This itetters are putin. So, in a range of ways, it is a really serious
the sort of work that is going on in our TAFES. Itis excellent,issue for the community. Itis a quality of life issue. Itis very
and it is giving our young people excellent experience andmportant for the government to take action on this in this
equipping them for the workplace in a very fine fashion. election year, otherwise people like Robyn Geraghty and
myself are going to keep up the pressure. | am talking to my
opposition colleagues and | am prepared to talk to any
government members about what we can do to solve this
problem. | believe that it has come to the point where we
have to ban the sale of fireworks except where their use is
GRIEVANCE DEBATE supervised—for example, the Sky Show and Chinese New
) ) Year. There are certain events where it is really good for the
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Today | bring to the House the  community to enjoy the spectacle and the excitement.
issue of fireworks. Over Christmas and New Year, and thepjowever, in those cases licensed pyrotechnicians should be

right through January, this was a major problem in thene persons conducting the show, especially when it involves
suburbs which I look after in the south-western suburbs ofgckets of the sort | have described.

Adelaide. I know that it has been a problem throughout the - Time expired.
metropolitan area and, from what | have heard, in a lot of

country towns as well. Mr VENNING (Schubert): | am very concerned about
At the outset, | pay tribute to the work done on this issuehe recent articles in both thdvertiser and the Riverland
by Robyn Geraghty, the member for Torrens. | have workeghewspapers saying that growers in that region have voted
with her to put out into the community a petition which hasagainst a proposal to lease 10 000 megalitres of water over
been brought to parliament already. Nearly 7 000 signatures five year period to the Barossa Infrastructure Ltd project.
have been collected over just January and February. Most @n many occasions | have spoken here about the BIL project,
the collection of signatures has been done by communityhich is a $34 million project funded by Barossa growers to
members who have taken up this petition with great earnespump water from the Murray into the valley via the Warren
ness and satisfaction that something is being done. Reservoir using their own infrastructure. It was a privilege for
Of course, the community can speak—we on the opposime to launch the start of the construction of the pipeline for
tion side of parliament can give them a voice—but, ultimate+this project a couple of weeks ago. However, now we have
ly, itis going to be for the government to do something abouthis negative attitude and | am amazed at the decision that the
this problem. The problem, of course, is not just a matter oRiverland growers have made. This is unused water and it is
nuisance and not just a loss of amenity for residents: realot a full utilisation of our valuable water resources.
safety issues are involved. In a lot of suburbs in my constitu- Let us look at some facts. The BIL water lease would
ency, residents tend to be elderly and they have begprovide the Riverland’'s Central Irrigation Trust with about
particularly disturbed by the random use of fireworks late a100 000 each year for the next five years. | am talking about
night. | am not talking about the little squibs that we playeda lease arrangement, not a sale. | understand that the Central
with around the bonfire when current members of parliamentrigation Trust had planned to use the money for asset
were children: | am talking about significant rockets. If thesereplacement without the need to raise water rates, but it does
rockets hit you, you would probably be dead. We are talkinghot look as if that will happen now. | will give members an
about explosives which need professional care and attentiojiea of what the BIL was asking for under the proposal. It
Itis not just about the effect on human beings, but a venproposed to lease 656 megalitres from the Berri Irrigation
significant factor is the effect on pets. Both Robyn GeraghtyTrust, or about only 2 per cent of its total 40 646 megalitre
and | have heard a number of stories about dogs which hawlocation. The remaining water needed would come from
literally gone mad, driven into a frenzy by the use of fire-other districts, both inside and outside the Riverland region.
works, for whatever reason. Because of their particulalhe Berri Irrigation Trust has stated that currently about
hearing facilities, or for whatever reason, they tend to g®3 per cent of its water allocation is not used. Therefore, the
mad. We have heard of cases of dogs running across roaBs$L is not asking for much—only 2 per cent of its 23 per cent
regardless of the traffic; and we have heard of dogs tearingnused allocation. Riverland irrigators must realise that they
their paws into bloody messes trying to escape from &ave made a mistake here. They grow a medium to high
backyard. There was a case in Oaklands Park where a dogiality wine grape. A lot of that product goes to the Barossa
had to be taken to a vet and given sedatives to calm it dowfor wine blending and bottling. The Barossa grows a super
because it was going berserk because of fireworks. It is aoremium product and without that the Riverland quality
issue of cruelty to animals. grapes would not be marketed as readily as they are currently.
Fireworks have gone way beyond recreational use in parks really is a situation where one product complements the
or in the backyard under family supervision. They are nowother.
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So, why are the Riverland growers taking this stance? it will not stop increased costs in the industry making houses
believe they are really hurting themselves in the long run andnaffordable for the great majority of people wanting to buy
| know many people agree with me. Certainly, we do see home. The question posed to me was: could this money
water allocations being traded, irrespective of the decisiohave been used to stimulate the building industry in much the
made by the trust. So, it is good to see that people do thinkame way by commencing a public infrastructure program of
of the bigger picture and are thinking of our state. It is basiduilding public housing?
economics that the top end of the market helps to bring the As was highlighted by the member for Ross Smith some
rest of the market along with it. Do not be mistaken, theweeks ago, in South Australia we have seen and we face a
Barossa growers will get their water even if the Riverlandterrible decline in affordable rental market properties. Not
growers say ‘No’ to theirs. | am assured by the managerveryone is in the position to finance a home loan. Home
Mr Mark Whitmore, that water allocation is being trans- ownership, which has long been the Australian dream, may
ferred—much of it from the Riverland—in spite of this fast be becoming just that. Workers these days continue to
publicity. live and face the complex problems of unemployment, under

Plenty of hurdles bigger than this have been put in the wagmployment, casual or part-time jobs and all on contracts. |
of the BIL project. Make no mistake, this will not stop the am aware, as are many other members, of cases where young
project: we have come too far to let this get in the way. Icouples will never be able to raise a deposit or qualify for this
inspected the operations over the weekend and the Barosgeant, let alone pay off a mortgage.
is abuzz with all the activity: new pipes are both lying  While exploring the discriminatory nature of the grant,
alongside the roads and being dug in. Some of these pipes astty could we not see such a funding boon extended to
huge. Certainly it is a very positive feeling and they areinclude people doing renovations or extensions? This
working like beavers. | would like to share some statisticsquestion was raised continually at the barbie | was at on the
that highlight the value in dollar terms per megalitre of waterweekend. In this particular section of Modbury Heights
that is returned from the vineyard. At the bottom end of thenearly every house has added on a room, either at ground
ledger is rice, the return for every megalitre of water pouredevel or as a second storey. Many home owners would take
onto that crop is $100; cotton returns $250 per megalitre; anthe step, if such funding was available to them, to kickstart
the middle of the range crops, including crops such asheir projects. Those projects could be subject to criteria with
potatoes, return about $600 for every megalitre of waterespect to environmentally sensitive materials and designs
compared with vineyards which return an amazing $1 50@nd energy components. This seems to be a golden opportuni-
plus. ty that we have lost.

Itis very clear that we must not only sustain our premium  Recently | have also noticed a large increase in expendi-
wine growing regions such as the Barossa but also haveire by the federal government on TV commercials and ads
enough scope for it to expand to meet consumer demands. newspapers talking about greenhouse initiatives. These are
The one resource that is paramount to all is water. Let us natbviously much needed but these new home grants could
have parochial minded people hinder one of the great succelave been tied in in much the same way as we tie mutual
stories this state has ever seen. Let us think as Soutibligation when we grant benefits to people to promote the
Australians and not with regional self-interest. People iruse of initiatives for sustainable energy and the
South Australia will be amazed at the difference this schemenvironmentally sensitive designs and materials which |
will make. A whole new area in the Gomersal region will bementioned earlier. In a country where we are struggling to
opened up. The soil in that area is as good as the Barosszeet international standards on greenhouse, we could have
floor—red loam over limestone—and all it lacked was watertaken a step towards an investment in a better future.

Well, now it has it, and we will all reap the rewards. The use of photovoltaic technology, wind power and solar
power, is to be commended and encouraged wherever

MsBEDFORD (Florey): | along with many hundreds of possible. It is heartening to see in this state that a project in
thousands of other people really welcomed the announcemetife South-East, will use wind power in a large way. | am
of the first home owners grant over the last few days: the fagboking forward to visiting that site when | go to the South-
that you can have $14 000 for a new home or $7 000 for agast in May to attend the Generations in Jazz concert with the
existing home. While | was out and about in the electoratéodbury High School band. | have also heard news of an
last weekend speaking to people a couple of points wergxciting new project in the north where a solar farm will be
raised with me which | want to raise in the House today. Theestablished and the by-product will be distilled water. In a
first was a regret that there ever needed to be such a stimulgate such as South Australia where water is always a key
tion to the home building industry in the first place, which theproblem to sustaining any settlement something such as that
GST appears to have catastrophically catapulted into a nog@uld be welcome.
dive. | believe that other countries such as New Zealand and |n concluding, while | think that the first home owners
the United Kingdom do not charge GST on new homes tha§cheme will be welcomed by those in the position to use it,
are lived in by the owner, regardless of whether or not it ist would have been much better to have tied in sustainable
their first home. | am also told that Australia is the On|yenergy issues and allowed people needing to do renovations
country that offers GST compensation for people buyingand extensions access to that money. | know a lot of families
existing or second-hand homes, while ignoring the need foh Modbury Heights and the Florey area would have been
people who already own homes and who may want tery pleased to have been able to use that money. And, as |
renovate or extend. said earlier, not everyone qualifies for that home grant in the

To put things into context, as | understand it, first homefirst place.
buyers make up 30 per cent of the home buying market and,
of that 30 per cent, 7 per cent of them end up qualifyingand Mr LEWIS(Hammond): This afternoon | am not quite
buying a home under such a scheme. It is a little discriminasure where to start on this topic, but it is clearly one which
tory to introduce this new grant—amid great fanfare, too—ashould be of grave concern to all members. | will take as the
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point of departure the experience of the United Kingdom at Why would our importers believe us? If we do that to
the present time in trying to come to grips with the outbreakhoney and lie about it, why would they believe us in relation
of foot and mouth disease which has spread across thai our wine, our vegetables, our milk products or any other
country like wildfire and which has caused enormous damageing. We will sign away our integrity for the sake of, it
and loss to that country’s economy, the shock waves of whickeems to me, political expedience. They say that it is not a
will not be understood for two to three years yet. No questiorsignificant industry. Well, it might be worth only a few
about the fact that it will bring that economy down into million dollars, but we are putting $4 billion worth of primary
negative growth for more than two quarters, which means thindustries exports on the line through this stupid policy.
United Kingdom economy will go into depression.

I now draw attention to an even equally, if not more, MsRANKINE (Wright): If history tells us anything, it
serious problem on the same sort of scale in South Australis that people living in the metropolitan area should be very
However, before | do so, not everyone in the Unitedaware of the dangers of bushfires. Just because we live in
Kingdom, Europe or anywhere else that has had foot an@hetropolitan Adelaide does not mean we are protected. |
mouth disease in the past agreed that the way to deal with ttiged in the country regions of South Australia for 13%2 years,
problem, and the only bloody way to deal with the problem,and people in those regions are very aware of the dangers of
was to destroy the stock and burn them, and that is becaubgshfires. Certainly, the tragedy in Tulka and around the Port
you cannot eradicate the disease by treating it with antibiot-incoln region just recently highlighted what a wildfire can
ics, chemicals or any other form of medication. The samélo when it gets out of control.
thing then as has now befallen the animal industries of the | have also worked for many years, as this House knows,
United Kingdom, meaning they cannot sell their productwith the Leader of the Opposition and had a great deal of
anywhere because it is not safe to ship it or consume it, wiltontact with Salisbury CFS. | am a member of the Salisbury
happen to South Australia. That will happen not because WeFS, as is the Leader of the Opposition—and, in fact,
have got foot and mouth disease, but because we continuefiecently he was awarded life membership. | want to tell the
sit on our hands and do nothing about the unlawful, that i¢louse about a fire safety initiative | have taken in my areain
illegal—I repeat unlawful—use of antibiotics by beekeepersrecent times. Salisbury East and Golden Grove are unique and

We export most of our honey and we get around $1.70 &eautiful areas. They have fabulous areas of open space and
kilogram for it. America cannot export its honey because itopen bushland, right in the heart of the developments.
is known around the world to be incapable of providing With this natural bushland, however, comes some real
guality assurance statements that it is free of antibiotics. Onlglangers and some real risks. Salisbury CFS, for example, is
recently | read of some research that has been done: tlgensistently in one of the top five CFS units for call-outs in
antibiotics, particularly tetracyclines, in infants cause aSouth Australia. The Cobbler Creek area, including the
constriction of the mucous membranes, especially in theecreation park, has on average 12 fires a year, and indeed in
respiratory organs, and that is to express more mucous intbe Tea Tree Gully MFS area they attend something like 94
those passageways in the chest, the throat and the lungs. Itisush fence fires a year. These dangers can, however, be
the precursor of asthma. There is an alarming rise in theeduced with some simple and sensible initiatives. If we are
incidence of asthma in the age group cohorts nought to fivegware of the risks and how to manage them, we can be better
as over five to 10, as above 10 to 15, and so on, into the agwepared both mentally and physically.
group around the mid 30s. It is fairly flat thereafter. Thatis That is why this week | have distributed throughout the
exactly the time that beekeepers, that is, people of 35 yeafige prone areas of my electorate a safety handbook for
of age, 35 years ago, when they were very small infants wenesidents. This booklet contains some useful, cost effective,
being dosed innocently with honey that had antibiotics. ~ sensible tips in the event of fire. | am extremely grateful for

The effect of those antibiotics, | believe, has been foithe contribution and hard work that was put into producing
some people with some genetic predisposition to it—somghis leaflet by the CFS, MFS and National Parks and Wildlife.
affected more adversely than others—contracting asthmahey all had input into it and agreed in the end that it was the
The quantity of antibiotics that have been used has beemost appropriate way to get this information out to people.
increasing as the extent of the diseases that have caused theln January, | joined the Salisbury CFS on a burn-off. |
problem, on which it has been used to treat the problem, hdsave to say that the theory of fire is much different in reality.
increased. American foul brood is the worst, and that has noldid not excel myself in any way at that burn-off and
been an epidemic in some beekeepers’ hives for well over appreciated the help that was provided by the Salisbury
decade. It is therefore tragic that we have a Minister fomofficers. The next day | conducted a community awareness
Primary Industries who says he is doing everything he carday. All the appropriate agencies attended and provided some
but he cannot get unanimity in the industry as to what hevaluable advice to local residents.
ought to do to fix the problem. Every time we experience a fire we have CFS volun-

Well, damn it. You do not ask burglars what they want ageers—thousands of them—and MFS officers putting their
a penalty when you catch them. You have already definelives on the line. | believe each of us has a responsibility to
that in law. We have done the same with the misuse ofielp reduce the risks they face, and we have a responsibility
antibiotics in food. Babies that are given a small dose ofo ensure that we are prepared. We have a responsibility to
honey on their dummy to make it acceptable to them and ttake sensible precautions for ourselves—and that is what this
then go to sleep and are increasing in the number of adultsooklet is about. | am sure it will be well received and well
who get asthma to my mind is a bad enough problem. It isitilised by my residents. | thank the CFS, MFS and National
time the government did something to stop it before weParks and Wildlife officers but, in particular, | register my
cannot sell our food because we cannot give guarantees. Wheanks to Julie Drury, who is a community fire safe facilitator
are giving guarantees and certificates now that it is pure, thatith the Country Fire Service, and Andrew Oakley, who is
it is free of disease and that it is free of contaminantsthe emergency services coordinator fire prevention officer
including antibiotics—and it is not. from the Tea Tree Gully council.
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At our community fire safe meeting on the Sundaywith developing and implementing a youth plan. Country
morning, it was interesting to hear these people tell us aboytouth do not have the amenities and entertainments that are
the hazards that they actually face. The CFS officers said tHaid on for metropolitan youth. | must pay tribute here to the
biggest hazards they face in the event of a fire are youngtate government’s active club grants scheme that allocates
children and residents spectating. They have problems withaming revenue to recreational facilities that benefit rural
vehicles parked across access points—people going to watcbmmunities so much.
the fire. They said that residents can help most by protecting The Advertiser printed an excellent front page article on
their homes, by ensuring they have the right measures iwendy’s award on 27 January 2001. The story was uplifting
place, keeping a watchful eye on the firefighting track andand inspirational—just the kind of thing to present our
advising of any damage to the tracks that may occur duringountry regions and their particularly special people in a good

the winter. light to those who never venture far from the city limits.
The MFS officers were talking mainly about the brushUnfortunately, there is a down side to all this good news. This

fence fires which have been a nightmare in my area. wonderful story was printed on the front page, only in the
Time expired. rural edition of theAdvertiser. City editions had a much

smaller article buried on an inside page, while the front page
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Itis a recorded fact that rural - article was yet another sad report—this one of three deaths
people do much more voluntary work than their metropolitaron the Murray River. If it is a choice between a good news
counterparts, yet recognition of their efforts is rare. It was atory that might lift people’s spirits and a sad and depressing
proud moment therefore when Wendy Holman was anene, why does it always have to be the latter? Atheertiser
nounced as South Australian Citizen of the Year in thishad an opportunity to present to the people of this state a
year—the centenary of Federation. positive and successful approach to dealing with problems in
Cummins is a service town for the surroundingrural areas. Metropolitan communities too are not immune
agricultural districts. Societal changes have been welrom downturns in their regions and would have benefited
documented over the past decade or so, and have hit ruigbm a greater exposure to Wendy Holman’s award and the
regions particularly hard. Rather than complaining andachievements of the Cummins community.
lamenting the change, the response from some in this district My blood boils every time the country is relegated to the
was to sit down and work out what could be done. Anposition of also-ran, to a situation where the country is
enterprise committee was formed in Cummins to research argjudging|y acknowledged as being there but unimportant and
initiate ventures that would benefit the town and the diStI’iCtunworthy of positive recognition. We in the country are
Wendy was a foundation member of the committee when ifortunate that our citizens work voluntarily for their commu-
was formed in 1995 and has served as chairperson for thregties without seeking public acclaim, yet the country and
of the five years of the committee’s existence. metropolitan Adelaide together make up the state of South
One of the first projects was to set up the CumminsAustralia. | congratulate all the wonderful people who gained
Kalamazoo Classic—a festival based around the railway thakcognition in the awards, and particularly Wendy Holman,
has been a significant factor in the history and developmentower Eyre Peninsula District Council under the chairman-
of the town and the district. The principal event is theship of Bill Watkins and the many people whom Wendy has
kalamazoo race. Teams handpump the rail vehicle (thacknowledged as having played a part in her award as the
kalamazoo) over a set stretch of track, the winner being theitizen of the Year for the whole of South Australia.
team that covers the distance in the shortest time. The event Time expired.
is unigue and demonstrates the innovation and enterprise for
which the rural communities are noted. SEAFORD CFS
The Cummins Kalamazoo Classic was judged the 1999
state event of the year and has attracted wide positive Mr HILL (Kaurna): | seek leave to make a personal
publicity to our region. Its success highlighted another nee@xplanation.
for the town—a caravan park to cater for the visitors. The Leave granted.
enterprise committee and the Lower Eyre Peninsula District Mr Venning interjecting:
Council are working together on this project. | am sure that The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
the result will be equally successful as the kalamazoo classic. Mr HILL: On Wednesday 28 February during question
One by one, the major banks have withdrawn theitime, in answering a question on the Country Fire Service, the
branches from Cummins. This was a particular blow to theMinister for Police, Correctional Services and Emergency
to business people who, as a consequence, had to driveSarvices asked, ‘Is the fix that the member for Kaurna is
round trip of 150 kilometres to bank money or obtain cash irtalking about getting rid of the Seaford CFS?’ He then asked
Port Lincoln. But, again, the people did not sit on theirwhether | wanted to get rid of the volunteers from the Seaford
collective hands and bewalil their loss: they looked around foEFS. These statements were made in response to my
alternatives. Wendy Holman, along with Leo Haarsma, Jefinterjection that the minister should fix it. | want to make
Pearson and many others, started negotiations with Bendigbsolutely clear to the House and CFS volunteers every-
Bank to open a branch in Cummins. The Cumminswhere—at Seaford in particular—that | do not support getting
Community Bank opened for business late last year. rid of the Seaford CFS or its volunteers. | strongly support the
Wendy'’s service to the district began 28 years ago, whefantastic job done by the Seaford CFS in the southern
she was sent to the town as a school teacher at the Cummisigburbs. My interjection related to a communication problem
Area School. She also became one of the bus drivers whexisting between the CFS and MFS at, | think, the Happy
each day travel long distances picking up and setting dowkalley station.
students. She has edited a book produced by Cummins | am disappointed that a copy of the minister's comments
writers and has worked closely with the Eyre Regionalwas faxed to the Seaford CFS late last week, in a pathetic
Development Board. Her immediate future will be taken upattempt to damage my reputation among Seaford CFS
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members. Fortunately, a senior officer from the CFS had thbas, and | will get to that later. It is a good thing—I am not
common courtesy to alert me to this, which has allowed meriticising it—but it is hardly a major achievement.

to set the record straight today. Secondly, it is basically an agreement to work together (to
guote the minister’s second reading speech) ‘to jointly

SITTINGSAND BUSINESS address issues of water management and related natural

o ) resources associated with cross border river systems in the
TheHon. J. HALL (Minister for Tourism): | move: basin’. In other words, it is an agreement to agree; it is about

That the Select Committees on DETE Funded Schools and thgood intentions.
Murray River have leave to sit during the sitting of the House today.”  An honourable member interjecting:

Motion carried. Mr HILL: I hope they are honourable intentions; | guess
it is up to the members of the forum. Why is it so important
TheHon. J.HALL: | move: to have agreement about this area? There are two major rivers

That the Select Committee on Parliamentary Procedures anith the basin: the Cooper in South Australia and the
Practices have leave to sit during the sittings of the House thiDiamantina in Queensland. They are important to us for

session. economic reasons, particularly for the pastoral industry, and
Motion carried. they are also especially important for environmental reasons.
As members would no doubt know, the two rivers are largely

TheHon. J. HALL: I move: unaltered or unregulated rivers, which during flood periods

That the time for the bringing up the report of the Selectsustain vast wetlands, which are the breeding grounds for
Committee on the Murray River be extended to Wednesday 6 Jungnany native birds. The Coongee Lakes wetlands, which are

Motion carried. in that area, are classified under the RAMSAR convention.
That is a particularly important area and supports 73 species
LAKE EYRE BASIN (INTERGOVERNMENTAL of water birds and 13 wetland dependent species, so it is
AGREEMENT) BILL important that this area be protected.
) ) The impetus for the agreement comes from proposals from
Adjourned debate on second reading. Queensland in the mid 1990s, when there was a proposal to
(Continued from 29 November. Page 712.) grow irrigated cotton at Cooper Creek. While it is true that

" . South Australia will be the main beneficiary of any agree-
Mr HILL (Kaurna): The opposition supports thiS nents made—given that changes to the system in Queensland

legislation, which has been a long time coming. Prior to theyect ys, whereas changes we might make in South Australia

last state election, on 3 May you, Sir, as the then Minister fo{y;| haye no impact at all in Queensland—it is overstating the

the Environm.ent.— . case to say that this is a major achievement. It is a good start,
Mr Clarke interjecting: but nothing more.

Mr HILL:—and agood minister, as my colleague says;  Thjs would have been a major achievement for the
the last good minister for this area. On 3 May 1997 you Sa'%overnment if the agreement had contained a number of
tha’g this piece _of legislation wquld be introduced for df?bat%bjectives_ First, the Australian Conservation Foundation
during the parliamentary session of 1998. I am sure, sir, thai\CF) has stated that as a primary objective the agreement
if you had still been the minister that would have happenedsoyig maintain the natural flow regime of the Lake Eyre
In May 1998 the next minister—minister Kotz—said, ‘Itis gasin rivers. That is a very sensible point. If the agreement
not expected to be introduced until the end of this year’; thag 54 that in it, we would have confidence that the agreement
is, 1998. It is now 2001 and the bill has finally been intro-y,y1d make some sense. I can understand that it may have
duced in this place. No doubt a series of elections imeen gifficult for the minister, or any of the ministers from
Queensland has caused part of the problem, but | also suspegi,ih Australia, to get that promise up. But if it did have that,
that the rearrangement of the department, the changes @®fat would have been a major achievement.
ministers and the shuffling of p_riorities have p_ut this on the Secondly, with respect to the body itself, there has been
back burner for some time. In his second reading speech thgyme criticism that the ministerial forum (as it has been
minister stated: called) does not have the same strength or the same power

The Lake Eyre Basin Agreement is a major achievement for thehat the Murray-Darling Council would have. It has taken us
South Australian government. . . almost a century to get to the stage where the Murray-Darling
As usual, this is an overblown claim by the minister, and itBasin has a well thought through, well resourced and
is worth examining this point. Is this in fact a major achieve-reasonably powerful body. | guess the question needs to be
ment of the South Australian government? If it is a majorasked: how long will it take for this forum to be turned into
achievement, it just shows how minor is everything else thegomething which has similar kinds of powers? The other
do. What does this legislation do? It does two main things.thing which would make it a major achievement is if the

The Hon. G.M. Gunn: Who wrote this nonsense? Northern Territory and New South Wales also were included
Mr HILL: Itis self authored. First, it is a formal agree- in the agreement. As it is, only two of the players, that is,
ment between South Australia, Queensland— Queensland and South Australia, as well as the
Members interjecting: commonwealth, are involved in it. Two other bodies, the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Northern Territory and New South Wales, are not.
Kaurna. What would also have given it major achievement status

Mr HILL: Thank you, sir; | appreciate your protection. would be if the Coongie Lakes wetlands was given some
Itis a formal agreement between South Australia, Queenslargteater protection by this agreement. As members would
and the commonwealth. In some ways it is similar to theknow, this is a unique part of South Australia. It is a Ramsar
Murray Darling Basin Commission (MDBC), but only in listed site, but, despite years of work, there is no Ramsar plan
some ways; it does not have the power that that commissioyet in place. Wilderness nomination for the site has not been
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progressed, and it is still exposed to mining exploration angick of funding those people and their games. Then you have
pastoral activities. So, if Coongie Lakes had been protectetthe pastoralists who have been there who have made the
by this agreement, it would have been a major achievemenitivestment and are getting an income out of it and employing
The next item that would have given it that sort of statugpeople. They certainly want to have a proper interest, an
would be if it had achieved what Robert Hill, the currentagricultural interest—
Minister for Water Resources—great friend, colleague and Mr Clarke: What do they pay for their leases?
ally over River Murray issues, at least—said when he— TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, if it were not for the
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: pastoralists, there would not be any infrastructure up there.
Mr HILL: Robert Hill supported the member for Stuart Itis the pastoralists who put the airstrips in so that the Flying
for preselection. He has probably lived to regret that eveboctor can go up there. They have provided the facilities and
since. they are doing good things for the people of South Australia,
An honourable member interjecting: and they will do more. Then we have mining and petroleum
Mr HILL: I will not put that on the record. | will leave interests. They certainly made a huge investment there. The
that up to you. Back in April 1998, Robert Hill, the federal member for Kaurna wants to get rid of them. He does not
Minister for the Environment, said that he refused towant the exploration up there. | am sure that SANTOS and
nominate the area for world heritage listing, saying that it wasill those other companies which have just applied for and
believed that the community-based efforts were the best wageen granted licences will be interested to know that, because
to protect the area. | must say, that is a whole lot of nonsensthey will certainly make a considerable contribution. Then we
But if this agreement that we are passing in this House todalyave conservation interests—who is he talking about? Then
provided that level of protection, it would have been a majowe have tourist interests, then matters of interest affecting the
achievement. Time will tell how effective this agreement will Cooper Creek river system, and matters of interest affecting
be. It is a good start, no more than this. The oppositiorihe Diamantina River system, as referred to in clause 1.1 of
certainly supports the legislation, but we will wait and seethis agreement.
before commending it as a major achievement. That is a mixed and diverse group, but | would put it to the
House and the minister that the appropriate representation is
TheHon. G.M.GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to thatthere should be a majority of local people who live in that
participate in this debate. Itis interesting, we have 25 pagesrea on any board or committee—
here. | have been reading through it again, and | really Mr Clarke interjecting:
wonder what benefit this will be to my long suffering  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: If he wants to, | would be very
constituents. We have just heard from the honourable shaddwappy to supply him with a list of most suitable and distin-
minister: he is obviously supporting world heritage listing for guished people. | will have no trouble at all in doing that.
this area. Mr Clarke: A chainsaw in one hand and a pick in the
Mr Hill interjecting: other.
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is what he is going on TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That's all right. Well, you
about. | will be very pleased to tell all those people upknow—
there—world heritage listing; get rid of the people and have The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
no activity. For the benefit of the member for Kaurna, TheHon. G.M. GUNN: If we want to see the people of
thousands of tourists are travelling through that part of Sout&outh Australia have any future we have to be able to
Australia at the present time, and have done so throughoptoduce something that we can sell—whether it is your
this year. What we need there is more facilities, encouragéaeurist industry, beef or mining. You talk about electricity
ment for people to invest, more accommodation and bettgsroblems: if it were not for the Moomba operation that is
roads, so that the people of South Australia can enjoy thigaking place throughout Gidgealpa, Moomba up into Jackson
unique part of the state. there would be some electricity problems in South Australia
I note that three ministers have placed their name on thig we did not have the pipeline coming down to Adelaide and
august and distinguished document—obviously with greatjoing to Stony Point. That is all part of this. Let me say also
fanfare and chest beating of all concerned, who would go uthat it is very important because tourism is a very significant
there and enjoy themselves. | am not sure whether myctivity in that part of the state. My constituents—
constituents enjoyed their presence, but at least they would Mr Clarke: Perhaps we can put Le Mans up there.
know where the place is on the map now, and that would be TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | have not been to the
of considerable benefit. However, let us have alook—  Le Mans. It is really not on my visiting list. The interest of
Mr Clarkeinterjecting: my constituent who takes the people down the creek on the
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, | am coming to the minister, punt ought to be taken care of, because already he has been
because he is trying very hard to protect the interests of mgenalised. They want to charge him per head, instead of
constituents. | am looking at page 16 of this august anghaying a licence fee. He has been victimised by groups that
distinguished document, which obviously has been cobbletdave no understanding of commercial reality—and we are
together by a number of Sir Humphreys over a long periodhaving a bit to say about that. But | want an assurance from
of time. The document states that there will be appropriatthe minister that this sort of grandiose agreement which three
representation. | know what ‘appropriate’ means. Is it oneninisters have entered into—
Because if you are one person on a 15 person committee, you Mr Clarke: It means nothing.
might as well not be there. The document states that there will The Hon. G.M. GUNN: One could be unkind and say it
be appropriate representation ‘(a) for Aboriginal interests’is probably as useful as what Paddy shot at, but | will not say
Who will that be? Will it be the traditional Aboriginal people, that. Perhaps that would be unkind of me. But | want the
or will it be their white advisers, that group of people who soMinister—because | know that he has the interests of the
manipulate and rort the Aboriginal people? Will we havepeople of South Australia at heart and will vigorously defend
more of them on it? | want to know, because the taxpayers at@eir rights—to give an assurance that views of the people
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who live in these areas will be taken into consideration andvith it. | want the minister to assure me that their views will

that they will not be overridden or ignored by bureaucracy obe protected and taken into account and, further, to make sure

by executive decision-making, because if that is the case-that this is not just the first step down a deliberate road of
Mr Clarke: He can only speak for about the next six getting rid of these people from this part of the area. Rather,

months. After that— we should ensure that the pastoralists, miners and people in
TheHon. M.K. Brindal: Well, if you get control of this  the tourist industry can stay forever. These things have a habit

place God help all of us. of growing like topsy. Before you know it, they will have
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Can the discussion added clauses to it, and by regulation and other devious

across the floor cease. means brought other provisions into effect, and people do not
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | was going to respond to the realise this until it has happened.

interjection but that would be out of order, wouldn't it? | am pleased to be able to participate in this debate today.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It would be. | have been waiting for a fair while, because | have been

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | wouldn’t do that. But | want aware of this document. | am also aware that all sorts of
to make sure that their interests are taken into accounpeople are commenting about this part of the state, but not too
because they are the people who have to live by thesmany are actually paying anything towards it. The member
decisions. It is all very well for people to fly in, to be instant for Ross Smith talked about the pastoralists. They are some
experts and to then leave, to make ill-informed decisions andf the few people who are making a contribution to live there.
impose them on the long suffering communities there.  They are providing their own power, water and services to the

An honourable member interjecting: travelling public. They have done a lot of good for the

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, it is; then they have to country. Itis the same at Innamincka: you have the storekeep-
wear it. | will give the House an example of how these ill- er and the hotel, and | am pleased to say that in the near
informed people— future there will be some further good development in that

Members interjecting: part of the state that will provide extra benefits for the people

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It would do the honourable of South Australia such as more employment. We have to
member good to listen; he might learn a little. Some yeargncourage those sorts of activities. We do not want to allow
ago, | arrived at Innamincka in the company of the therthose sorts of agreements to be used as a vehicle to stop
Leader of the Opposition. We were confronted with a groupevelopment.
of most angry and annoyed locals who told us that the | am aware that certain groups want to live in tents and
National Parks ranger in a fit of petulance had locked théxave candles. Most of us do not want that; most of us want
town water supply so that they could not get any water. to see a bit of progress. The House should be aware that,
phoned the then Director-General and asked him whether hghen some of these people get their own way, when they
would to be on th&.30 Report that night. When | explained declared the area a regional reserve, the local community at
the situation to him in precise Australian terms, he got thénnamincka came to me and said, ‘This is a nonsense.’ So |
tenor of what we were going to do. He said, ‘Take the bolted a deputation to the then Minister for the Environment and
cutters and cut off the lock. | can assure you that the gentleNatural Resources. They explained in great detail to that
man in question will be outside my office at 9 o’clock in the minister the foolishness of this escapade. The minister
morning.” Fortunately, he was never seen there again. Thagnored them and took the advice of the Sir Humphreys. Now
is the sort of activity | am talking about. there are no freehold blocks there for people who want to buy

Everyone understands and recognises that the uniqukem. They cancelled the freehold titles on a lot of
character of places such as Innamincka and others needsupallocated blocks in which people may have wanted to
be preserved. They have a great deal to offer to the tourist aridvest. Up until a short time ago, they were offering an annual
other industries. We must make sure that we give carefuicence to invest large amounts of money in the freehold
consideration to the views of the people who live there, in théslocks. The freehold blocks did no harm, but Sir Humphrey
pastoral bodies and the mining and exploration industriesAppleby and his cohorts knew best. They took no notice of
otherwise, we will affect the welfare of the people of thisthe local people and, as sure as what they said 10 years ago,
state and interfere with the ability of that area to supportll the roosters have come home to roost. The minister must
communities that have been there for a long time. Mymake sure that does not happen again. | will be keeping a
concern is the welfare, interests and needs of communities itlose watch on what takes place in relation to this agreement,
that area. Those communities will be affected first. We musbecause we should be careful before it is extended any
be careful when we sign agreements of this nature, becauggrther.
the people of Australia are getting sick and tired of people in
Canberra drawing up these national agreements—whether Mr VENNING (Schubert): | rise to support this bill and
they be on transport or whatever. They are ill-informed. Mostompliment the minister on all the work he has done in
of them could not drive a nail into a bit of softwood, let alonerelation to this issue, which has been before this parliament
drive a vehicle of any description, yet some of them havdor many years. At long last we have an agreement with
become instant experts in Australia. Queensland. It is the persuasive powers of our minister that

Radio talkback hosts always amaze me when they talkas enabled this to happen. | know he has made a visit there,
about having only one government in Canberra, because magtd | hope that | am able to go there myself with the minister
of them are saying that they do not think people in the smalleto meet the stakeholders and marvel at what has been
states can look after their own affairs. That is what they ar@chieved.
advocating. | always view any of these national agreements The Lake Eyre Basin agreement is a major achievement
with a great deal of suspicion, because | have seen them corfa the South Australian government, and it represents the
out of the woodwork and impose their ill gotten ways onstart of a new era in the management of the basin. Both South
unsuspecting and hard working decent South Australiangustralia’s great river basins—the Murray Darling Basin and
That affects them greatly, and they should not have to put uthe Lake Eyre Basin—have their origins in other states. Our
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geographic position at the receiving end of these great rivezcotourism and the committee hopes to visit the area in a few
systems makes it imperative that we establish formalveeks’time.
cooperative agreements with our upstream neighbours. That When | visited the area | saw some problems in relation
has been a matter of much political rhetoric in recent monthgo the overtaxing of the facilities which tourism is bringing
The Lake Eyre Basin agreement establishes a formal artd this region. The facilities at William Creek, one of the
effective way for the South Australian government to engagéavourite take-off points for scenic flights over Lake Eyre, are
strategically and constructively with the Queensland andheavily taxed. The hotel itself is a tourism icon. It is a great
commonwealth governments for the management of théttle pub with names displayed all over the ceiling. However,
basin. Lake Eyre Basin rivers have not been substantiallwith the number of people visiting the area, the toilet
altered by major regulation and extraction. They are amongsacilities and everything else are totally overloaded. Eight
the few remaining major rivers with near natural flows andaeroplanes can be parked on the road taking hourly flights
have some of the most variable flow regimes in the worldover Lake Eyre. There is a queue. We had to book a month
We have an opportunity to get it right, because we have bedn advance to get a seat on one of those aeroplanes.
slow to recognise the mistakes we have made in other river A new shop is located opposite the hotel and business is
systems, and we are now struggling to correct them. Thankooming, so we must ensure that we at least keep up with this
goodness we can do that. success and not only provide the tourists with suitable
The signing in May 1997 of the heads of agreement for th@ccommodation and comforts but also, and most importantly,
Lake Eyre Basin by the South Australian, Queensland angrotect the asset they have come to see, that is, a very fragile
commonwealth governments make this important documergnvironmental region that is our Lake Eyre. To some extent
the basis for developing the Lake Eyre Basin agreement. THeagree with the member for Stuart: management must be with
passage of this bill is, therefore, vital to give effect to thisthose who know the area and all stakeholders need to be part
agreement. of the process. We want to make sure that the people involved
A comprehensive community consultation process wageel that they own this process. We are not trying to shove it
undertaken, and the Birdsville community has demonstratedown their throat. | am sure that most of them do not need to
its support for that agreement. Only a few weeks ago | visitedbe a victim of the heavy sell because they understand the
the area myself. | spoke to them on this very matter, andragility of their region and they understand that protection
certainly that is correct. The community has also made greas most important.
strides towards an integrated approach to the management of The interests of pastoralists are very important to the
the Lake Eyre Basin. The basin community has madeconomy of our state. They have lived through very difficult
linkages across state borders and has undertaken a rangdiofes. How some of these people have survived the past 15
activities over the past three years. The agreement provides 20 years is beyond me. With sheep and wool prices being
an excellent opportunity for the further development ofextremely depressed, | am amazed that these people have
partnerships between government, the local community antieen able to eke out a living but they have done so. Thank
indeed, all the stakeholders involved. goodness for beef!
The State Water Plan recognises the Lake Eyre Basin as The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
one of South Australia’s key water resources and acknow- Mr VENNING: These people have existed even with
ledges the importance of the agreement to protect Soutttepressed wool prices. Beef is the only thing that kept a lot
Australia’s interests in the basin. The water resources of thef them there but they have existed and they are part of the
Lake Eyre Basin in South Australia are valued for theirtourist attraction. People come to see the people who exist out
conservation of wetlands and aquatic ecosystems; in particthere. They are certainly part of the tourism icon that is our
lar, South Australia’s Coongie Lakes wetlands are classifie@utback. We now see a return to better and more buoyant
as wetlands of international importance. times with sheep and wool prices increasing. Lambs are now
These 19 800 square kilometres of wetlands support 78elling in excess of $100 per head, which will mean a
species of waterbirds and 13 wetland dependent species. Ttremendous uplift for the economies of these people who
Cooper and Diamantina provide water for stock, and floodindpnave lived in these areas for so long.
is beneficial for the flood plain grazing in the pastoral Certainly, it will give relief not only to them but also to
industry. As | said, the basin’s two main rivers, thetheir bankers, | would think. We should be very pleased that
Diamantina and the Cooper Creek, flow through semi-aridhese people are custodians of our valuable arid lands. They
and arid regions of Australia. Paradoxically, some of the mogtave lived out there and maintained stock and certainly it has
significant wetlands coincide with some of the most aridoeen very difficult to manage the land. One of the most
areas of our state. Certainly, | was amazed to discover that theaportant aspects that we need to discuss in relation to the
Cooper Creek also supports a very active fishery. When orerid lands is the control of rabbits. The calicivirus has meant
visits the area, it is sometimes just a dry creek bed, but wheso much to the region in terms of the eradication of this feral
the water flows—and it certainly flows—it is a very active pest. We are now seeing much of the natural—
fishery, indeed. A very successful business in the area has Membersinterjecting:
certainly done very well. Mr VENNING: | am looking opposite, and those
Mr Clarke interjecting: members want to beware of the calicivirus. We are now
Mr VENNING: The member for Ross Smith interjects; seeing the revegetation of so many of these areas previously
he wants me to retire up there. When | do eventually retirglestroyed by rabbits. It is hard to believe and realise that
from this place, Lake Eyre will certainly be one of thoseareas that were dry, barren and bare for so long are now
destinations where | hope to spend much of my time, becaus®ming alive with revegetation. | see it in our own creeks
it is a beautiful part of Australia. | certainly appreciate thealong the Rocky River at Crystal Brook. We thought that it
area, as do thousands of Australians. It is truly one of thevas because we had not had cattle for a couple of years but,
secrets of Australian tourism. Certainly the ERD Committeeno, it was the rabbits. Because these young gum trees are
as many members would know, is currently studyingprogressing we are locking out the cattle. By eradicating the
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rabbits the trees are growing and now the land owners (mether areas of the state, and | will come back to those in a
included) are saying, ‘I will protect and give the trees a go bymoment. | believe that in other areas of the state we have got
not putting my cattle in or fencing this area off.’ itwrong. In a lot of instances we tried to regulate far too late
We are seeing the first revegetation of some areas that vadter too much damage had been done. Often, in those
have not seen for many generations. Never let us underessituations, we have regulated without full consultation or, in
mate what the calicivirus and the control of feral rabbits hasases where we have supposedly had full consultation,
done. Rabbits were very destructive. | am very pleased to se@thout taking on board the wants, aspirations and needs of
that we have made great progress. This is a unique area cdmmunities in many instances.
Australia, our state and, indeed, the world. My wife and |  So in this particular case, although we have had occupancy
visited the region, as | said, only a few months ago, and thef that land for many years and some people would suggest
ERD Committee will also visit shortly to look at these that we have already created some environmental degradation
problems | have highlighted. | am most impressed with then those areas, | believe that it is gratifying to note that it is
way that Australians value and appreciate our Outbackot too late to bring in regulations to have binding agreements
regions. on the governments involved to see that the future is assured
Environmental protection measures do not need to béor this, as | say, delicate and fragile part of our state.
enforced: we all do it naturally. We all keep to the track and It is also gratifying that we have in place now an agree-
the path that is set out and we are all very conscious of hownent between the three governments involved in the Lake
fragile it is. | want to pay tribute, again, to the minister. ForEyre Basin—the Queensland government, the South
many years we have talked about how to negotiate with othekustralian government and the federal government. One of
states, particularly when the water falls in those states anithe things that we have often seen, particularly in regard to
flows down the river to South Australia. At the moment it is environmental matters, in our form of federalism is that the
a very difficult issue. | notice that the shadow minister smilesfederal government has stepped in and taken over manage-
Itis a very difficult issue. If the shadow minister has answersnent of the environment in quite a few instances. As a firm
to these complex questions | want to hear; | have an opepeliever in the sovereignty of the states, | believe that this is
mind. a much sounder way to go about it to protect the interests not
When the water falls on the land in another state and theanly of the states but of individuals. People who are working
flows into our state what are our rights and what are the rightand making a living in those areas will be much better off
of the other states? It is a very difficult issue. How do weunder this agreement than if they sat back and waited for
protect the ecosystem that is that river? Certainly, it igntervention in the future by some federal government which
difficult; and the same theory applies to the Snowy River withis hell-bent on appeasing people in capital cities on the
the Snowy River Scheme and also the water coming to Soutastern seaboard rather than taking measures which are in the
Australia, from other states is a very complex issue and | arhest interests of the people concerned. | believe that has
very pleased that this minister is in charge. | know that it hadappened in the past in quite a few instances.
been a challenge to him. | know that his hair has considerably So, | commend the minister for what he has done. | note
thinned since he took on the role. I look forward to acceptinghat the member for Stuart has a great interest in this area, as
a ministerial invitation to join him on a visit to the region in has the member for Schubert, who was talking just a few

the next few weeks. moments ago about pastoralists in that area. It is worth
Mr Clarkeinterjecting: noting, and it has been stated in the House before but | will
TheHon. M K. Brindal: | will take you up and leave you repeat it, that pastoralists in the South Australian sector of the

there any day. Lake Eyre Basin contribute something like $50 million per

Mr VENNING: The minister will bring me back, | hope. year to the economy of this state. The tourism industry
Certainly, | appreciate what the minister has done. As &ontributes something like another $10 million and | believe
parliament we are now very aware of the issue, and | am suitbat that contribution will grow steadily. So it is economically
that this whole matter has bipartisan support. All credittotheéan important part of the state: ecologically and
government, and particularly the minister, and | certainlyenvironmentally it is a hugely important part of the state.

support this bill. | believe the impetus behind this agreement was the move
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop. a few years ago by certain landowners in Queensland to
An honourable member interjecting: extract large volumes of water to produce cotton using some

of the ephemeral rivers which flow through the Lake Eyre

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | might address that Basin. That is the sort of practice, through negotiated
interjection shortly. agreement, that we must be aware of and ensure that, if it is

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: done, it is done in an environmentally sensitive way. |

Mr WILLIAMS: In my good time, Tom. | support this suggest that is probably not possible, so | am delighted to
measure and | support the minister in what he has achievédhow that we are not fighting that bushfire at the moment in
so far. | certainly predict that much more will be achieved forthis instance. | am delighted that we have an agreement in
the benefit of this state through this measure, particularly iplace, albeit that there are plenty of questions and answers to
some of the very delicate and fragile areas in the northerbe asked and answered and plenty of negotiations to be gone
parts of our state. | did notintend to contribute to this debat¢hrough. | think that, rather than belittle the efforts of the
but | was sitting in my office upstairs listening to the minister and the government in getting as far as they have
opposition spokesman, the member for Kaurna, speaking &iready, they should be applauded, and | am sure that this bill
this bill and 1 was somewhat disappointed that he wasvill be supported by the whole House and | hope and
belittling the efforts of the government and the minister andsincerely believe that the minister will be able to do great
the measures that have been taken. things for people in the area involved.

My disappointment about that belittling stems from the  Getting back to the interjection by the member for
fact that we have sought to manage our natural resources llammond about who owns the rain, | read with interest the
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member for Hammond’s newsletter that he published recentlglace and, indeed, all the people in Australia—have learned
and the article that he wrote about the rain. Who owns théhat it is possible for us to support a population many times
rain and who owns the water in our water resources at variodarger than the number of human beings that were living here
points—whether it be above the ground, on the groundprior to the arrival and settlement of those folk in our
within what is known as the unsaturated zone, or in théanguage, commonly referred to as the European settlers. But
aquifer—is an interesting question. The debate has certaintjiere have been other settlers that have arrived since that
involved people in my electorate in the South-East of the statehort while ago, 200-odd years.
where there is a lot of people who think they own various We or our forebears—and | say ‘we’, because I, too, enjoy
things such as the rain or the water at various places. | thingarticipating in the personal discovery of the different corners
it is worth noting that the Water Resources Act does nobf this continent, their differing geomorphology, topography
confer ownership of water in the whole cycle on anyone, leasind ecology—have learnt a great deal about the fabric of life
of all the crown. It is not who owns the rain— and what makes it so in the interaction between the natural
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: circumstances, including those variable elements such as
Mr WILLIAMS: Ownership of the water is not conferred climate and the topography on this continent, as distinct from
on anyone. The rights to actually utilise the water at variousthers on earth. So the minister, along with the other
stages are implied by various acts of this state. There aministers with whom he met, has done a great deal, as it were,
rights under the Water Resources Act to extract water andtb secure the survival of the ecosystems in Lake Eyre Basin
understand that, legally, after water is extracted, someor&s they are now; and in no small measure they have not
could assume that they had ownership of it and can do whauffered any adverse consequence, in most instances, as a
they like with it once they have extracted it. But that right toresult of the impact of European man’s arrival on the
extract does not give ownership of the water in the aquifercontinent.
I think this is one of the problems with the ongoing debate in  Indirectly and inadvertently, there has been the impact of
the South-East. feral insects and animals. The two worst insects of all, the
Another thing | think is that it is implied in, say, a freehold Australian plague locust and the Australian plague grass-
title, that somebody should have the right to grow a crop omopper, are not feral insects, and they have been a real
his land, irrespective of how much rainfall that crop used. Agproblem in the basin for a long time—a problem, as we would
far as the right to harvest water and put it into a dam, whicldefine it, but not anyone else, least of all the locusts and
is what | think the interjection from the member for Kaurnagrasshoppers. They simply respond to the effect of climatic
was referring to— factors over which they have no control nor, one presumes,
Mr Hill interjecting: any understanding. | mention it because, in many instances,
Mr WILLIAMS: | overheard you mumbling about so-called modern man has been pretty much like locusts on
harvesting water a few moments ago when the member fdhe landscape: they have simply bred up in numbers way
Schubert was speaking, and harvesting water is a differefpeyond the capacity of the landscape to sustain them in
matter altogether. Once you harvest water, if you are giveperpetuity and, when they have devastated it, they have died
a right to harvest water and you put it in your dam or yourout and/or moved on to other places where, in reduced
receptacle, it could be implied that you have ownership ofiumbers, they can continue to live.
that water. There are some very complicated legal issues In this instance, with this legislation we provide the means
there. Just one of the problems that we are encountering in tity which we will not cause such devastation to the fabric of
South-East at the moment is that some people are confusifite as we know it and the ecosystems of Lake Eyre without
their rights to do certain things with a right of ownership, andcareful consideration. Indeed, we set out and we say that we
| think that is something which the minister would do well to will not allow that to happen; that is, what is there and the
spell out. But that is digressing. | commend this bill to theway it will remain there, subject to the natural forces of
House and | am certain that the whole of the House willevolution (whatever they may be), we will seek to preserve.
support it. That is good, but | am a bit disturbed to note that might
prevent us from mining the basin for valuable minerals and
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | am always fearful when | other resources.
attempt to set down some views which might be at odds with | note that in clause 5(11) the mining and petroleum
those who are expressing opinions that seem to be popular imterests will be included in the ministerial forum, but there
the day. However— are other things besides the minerals which, to date, have
Mr Clarke: Don’t hold back. been taken and in future can be taken without detrimental
Mr LEWIS: Thank you, pineapple. | invite the honour- consequence to the ecosystems in the basin but which, to
able member to do likewise. He should not feel constraineddate, it has not been possible to take because the cost of
There is nothing worse than political constipation. Yougetting them out literally (in transport cost terms) has been

should relieve the tension. too great. It will not always be so. It is not now so.
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Can members getbacktothe  Such is the case, for instance, with salt. | do not think
bill? anyone would argue that, if we can find a means of utilising

Mr LEWIS: | will try to do that. There is some tension the salt, it would not hurt to take a few hundred million
here. Itis not really as Freud put it. | am not an anal retentivetonnes of salt out of the Lake Eyre Basin and put it on other
I never have been. In this respect, then, | commend thplaces on this planet where it might be useful because the
minister for what he has done so far as it has gone, anchemical compounds of which the salt—and ‘salt’ is a
perhaps | ought to have started by saying it is barely 200-oddeneric term—is compromised are very diverse and when
years since people, capable of navigating by reliance upon tlsegregated are very useful for us. We have come up with the
rigour of applied mathematics to astronomy, arrived on thisvit to do what one Dr Aro Arakel in GeoProcessors has done
continent. Since their arrival, with that and many othernot far from Kerang and Swan Hill at a place called Lake
sciences, they—that is you and me and other members in thisitcheewop; that is, as it were, without much cost, interfere
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in the normal processes of crystallisation from the liquor san the South Australian part of the basin during this last
that we get out compounds that are more valuable to us earsummer.

on in the process and segregate them from the other things Many plants and animals are in very fine fettle. There is
which are there and which would contaminate them and maklgoultry running everywhere. Across many of the pastoral
them worth much less, indeed probably nothing; it wouldleases there are clutches of emus, the like of which | have not
make them worthless. seen any time since | started to venture into the inland—what

That is what happens in Lake Eyre right now. When itmost people_colquuia_lly refer to as the Outback. There is
floods, itis pretty briny—much more so than the sea, if it hadunch in all directions if you are an emu eater. They do not
been wet for any length of time. That water evaporates ang€em to bother too much. The eagles are fat and they have
leaves behind a mixture of all these salts with the first stuffwo or three chicks in their nests, and the emus are running
crystalizing out being predominantly sodium chloride inin aIId|rect|ons.A_good d_eal of the life that is normally fairly
crystalline form when it becomes sufficiently concentratedSParse out there is back in abundance. _

We cannot use it for anything else than just a mixture of all  If we have that kind of rainfall, or anything near it, over

those salts. The magnesium calcium and other materials §€ next 10 years, we will see an amazing change beginning
which we might make some use are bound up in thato occur in those ecosystems. We will see that not only in the
crystalline structure, and the only way in which to segregat¥€getation in the first instance but also in the insects and
them is it do so while they are dissolved. Using the processeher things that reproduce more quickly, as well as in the
which have been devised by this firm called GeoProcessorgnimals. If greenhouse is here and that is an effect of it,

based upon the work that Dr Aro Arakel has done, ghothing is permanent and the kind of things we have expected
multibillion dollar industry is available to us. from that part of the continent over the past 200 years—the

ay Sturt and other early explorers described it—will not be
e way in which future generations will find it when they go
o look. It will have altered.

I hope that illustrates to the House that we ought no
simply ban such activities as the one to which | have referre

from ever being established in the Lake Eyre Basin simpl Having said all that, | want to make a particular plea for
because itis in the Lake Eyre Basin; and, for as much as the\r/(\?hat | note is an oversight in clause 5.1 of

Is merit in removing some of the salt, if it is proved to be Part V-Institutional  Structure referred to in the
profitable to do so (and | am sure it will be, especially Wlthinter overnmental agreement which is part of the bill. There
the railway line that will be passing through the centre oftheIS n(? rovision for t%e development oFf) communitiés that
Australia in the very near future), itis equally relevant for us uld Fl)ive at what vou and | F\J/vould call a much hiaher
to treat any and all such substances, indeed resources of t y 9

P - : ndard of living in permanent residence than the indigenous
basin, in the same way, knowing and being careful before Wihhabitants—at least, those inhabitants prior to the arrival of

set out to do so, Mr Deputy Speaker—and | am sure yOlI":'uropeans. If you went there to live in permanent dwellings,

would agree with this point, sir—to ensure that we do not great deal more could be made of the land and a far greater

have an adverse impact on any one of the ecosystems to :
extent that you put any species at risk. ﬁ;trgber of people could live on the land than have done so to

| do not want to hear from all the mad green greens that \yhat we have done prior to this point in time is take
you cannot touch anything for fear that something mighfjyestock out there and let them graze the natural bush.
ultimately occur that will result in a chain reaction of one Dingoes ate the sheep—not the dirt, by the way—even
kind or another in the ecosystem that will leave us without tthough we taxed the people who owned the land and who
certainty that all species will survive. They will not. Don \ijied the dogs that got inside the fence. | am pleased to say
Hopgood (a former member of this place) to his creditihat we have abolished that. That is an aside: | will come back
recognised that point: evolution is a continuing processtg the main substance of my remarks.
However, we have lost from this continent and its ecosystems | point out that sheep were not an option. We still have
a number of species as a consequence of the impact ghitle out there, but the big problem which we have and
ignorance (we did not know what was going on at the time)yhjich continues to plague the area is wild camels—and their
by doing things that clearly were detrimental to the survival,ympers are exploding. The ABC produced a program on
of those species. They died out very quickly. The introductioryamels and Camelot and the two European researchers
of feral predators was probably the worst of them. (German, | think) who are world experts on feral camels in

I am not an advocate of the policy of being a locust as &ustralia, no less. If members have seen that program, they
human being on the ecosystems or the geomorphology, butill have seen the seriousness of the problem.
| am an advocate of sensible, responsible exploitation It proves that a wider range of species can be successfully
wherever it can be shown that we will not endanger thegrazed. There are some species of sheep, not the European or
survival of any species, to any marked degree. After allBritish breeds, but, rather, the damara—the fat-tailed sheep
nothing in this world is certain. | make that last statement, in Africa which will fight dogs and successfully defend their
guess, almost as a thwawayline, but | remind the minister lambs and their whole flock from predation by the wild dogs
and all members that we have been told about the greenhoused other big cats of Africa. Also, more particularly, we
effectand, ifitis true and if the kind of precipitation that we could be growing horticultural crops in some abundance
have had in the north-east of the state, indeed in the Lakeithout having a significant amount of the landscape
Eyre Basin itself, during the last 16 months (sincealienated to that purpose. One could grow 10 000 hectares of
November 1999), is a part of the consequence of greenhoussy, date palms. It is an enormous area, much larger than
then, hell, the Lake Eyre Basin contains one of the mosYictoria and Tasmania put together. Why one could not grow
fragile ecosystems in the world. In the last 16 months we had0 000 hectares of date palms in the Lake Eyre Basin where
record rainfall during the summer 1999-2000, followed bythere is freshwater available is beyond me.
near record rainfall or record rainfall last winter 2000, and We heard the Minister for Minerals and Energy say earlier
that has been followed again by well above average rainfatbday that underlying the area—and this is the burden of my
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remarks to the House—is the cheapest perpetual source of The sorts of problems they are experiencing are the sorts
energy available to human beings anywhere on earth. You daf problems we would experience if someone was to come
not have to go down several kilometres to get rocks hointo our backyard and park their caravan and then ask to use
enough to obtain very cheap electrical energy—so cheap, iour toilet and bathroom, our water and any other facilities that
fact, that you could be using it to desalinate the water. Indeedye might have. It is a similar situation for these station
the way in which you would desalinate the water (if you haveowners. People are coming onto their properties and asking—
half a wit) is to pump the saline water down the hole and leand expecting—to use their facilities.
the steam come out; and, after it has driven your turbine and They also have problems with people who get into trouble
generated the electricity, you condense it and use it. It doeshen travelling north in those areas. They are looking for
not cost anything, other than the capital cost of drilling theassistance with breakdowns and expecting station owners,
hole and the infrastructure cost of capping the bore angastoralists, farm owners and people in small communities
getting the water down there and the steam back out. to provide spare parts, spare wheels, and so on, for their
Altogether then, | am making the plea that in the future thevehicles when they break down. Often people travel to the
parliament ought not to overlook the fact that we could easilyarea in vehicles which are not roadworthy for the roads on
settle a million or more people in the Lake Eyre Basinwhichthey musttravel during these long-distance trips. They
without having adverse impacts on the survival of— also get asked for assistance when people hit kangaroos and
Mr Hill: How many? when they get caught up with bad weather. Some tourists just
do not take account of weather forecasts; they believe that

would probably be 40 million people living there. There is nothey will still get through on some of the roads in those areas

reason, with the technology available to us now and the Cheaf?edr;hﬁgsh%:g\rlml"ab?ngcj)oercr)gilr? mﬁ';rohfmg‘vzy g:teztuocrl: \{\r/]r;esr;

energy which is there and which is very environmentallyO e

. o . ”Outback roads you know the sorts of conditions that can
f_nendly, not to do t_hat. A m|II|0_n or more pe(_)ple could ea_sny occur after arain; it is difficult to get through. Often tourists
live t.htlare..Earth plrmed hoysmg would be ideal. There is "o not take this into account They think they are fine. They
provision in the bill for horticulture or aquaculture, yet they ’ j

would be the two industries on which the communities could'ead something in a manual, head off and get themselves in
all sorts of trouble.

live, quite apart from mining and whatever else there may be. The pastoralists, farmers and people in those small

Horticulture and aquaculture would be essential, not only t%ommunities must often provide emergency services to cater
feed the folk who live there—and that would be very easy— [ this. They have to go out and pick up vehicles some

but also to export the products from there. Date palms Woulécl’

grow exceptionally well indeed. | do not see any reason at a sta:)nces cfjrom Lhelrt:own. Peohple In th?]se commurr]mles SO.
why we should not do that. not begrudge this, because they are happy to share their

. L . environment with tourists. They are very happy that people
| do not see any greater merit or destructive influence e coming to their areas, and some of the smail communities
having a date palm 300 kilometres north of Oodnadatta thzare surviving on the tourist trade that is coming through.
an apple tree 30 kilometres out of Hobart where there usef,yever, they do ask that their rights be taken into consider-
to be mountain ash and huon pine, in the case of the Huo

ftion. As | pointed out in my first example, if someone

Valley. In the case of the site north of Oodnadatta there Werg, ked on our back lawn and wanted to use our toilet we
probably saltbush and bluebush, or may be even sorr%

S ight be feeling a bit hesitant about this as well.
coolabah or something like that. It does not matter: the fact g g

Mr LEWIS: A million or more, easily. In India there

it at an earlier point in our history. We ought to use it

A there with small children, and this creates all sorts of
sensibly.

> ) difficulties. There is a security issue, and they get frightened
Time expired. by some of the people who go through, because the female
partner may not be able to cope well if an emergency occurs
MsBREUER (Giles): I have listened with interest to a with some of the tourists that go through. This issue is not
lot of the comments made this afternoon, and | certainly agreeommon, but it does concern some people.
with and support this bill. It is very important that we protect They are very happy to encourage tourists to come
our environment in those areas. | will speak only briefly, butthrough their regions, but they believe that they need more
I specifically want to talk about one aspect that has beegssistance in coping with these numbers of tourists. We really
mentioned, that is, tourism when we are promoting thes@eed to look at better signposting in those areas and make
areas. Certainly, there has been an increase in the numbertefirists understand that often they are going through or
tourists who visit outback Australia, the far north of the statepassing by private property, the owners of which have rights;
and areas such as Lake Eyre. Itis good to see that people afgd they cannot expect these station owners and small
going there to look at the environment and to look at what theommunities to support them if they have not provided for
outback has to offer. themselves adequately in the first instance. A lot of people
But there are some problems associated with thisgo out there and think that there is plenty of water in town,
particularly for the people who are living there and who areso there is plenty of water everywhere they go. They do not
coping with the influx of tourists in their area. It certainly hasrealise that often that water is rationed and obtained at great
a major effect on them. Shortly before Christmas | had thexpense to the person using the water. They expect to be
pleasure of spending time with some station owners, includgiven barrels and buckets of water without realising the cost
ing the Bell and Oldfield families around Marree, and theyof that water.
pointed out to me that there are major problems for them as Better signposting in those areas could let people realise
a result of the number of people travelling to the area. Thishat it is not as straightforward as driving down North
is common across the state where tourists are on the increa3errace, and that they need to take into account the needs of
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the local community. We also need to look at better backup In short, tourism is important in those areas and communi-
facilities for many of those tourists. This is certainly beingties. It is important that people be able to see the beauties of
worked on, and the police, SES, CFS and other emergenour Outback and our environment out there, but for the
services cope very well, but the need for backup facilities irfarmers, pastoralists, small land owners and smaller commu-
those areas must be kept constantly at the forefront. nities some issues need to be taken into account. We need to
The most important thing is some sort of educationbe looking at caring for those people as well.
program for tourists which could be provided in capital cities,
educating people about the dangers in the Outback. We have TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water
had some very unfortunate accidents in recent years, wheresour ces): | thank all members for their contribution. | was
tourists have been stranded and have died in the Outback.disappointed that the member for Kaurna did not see this as
is an issue that needs to be kept ongoing. Not only théhe quantum step forward for humanity as the government
dangers in the Outback need to be highlighted but also theees it, but nevertheless | will attempt to answer a couple of
fact that people out there cannot be expected to provideis points and those made by some other members, by way
everything if you are going through. of concluding remarks to this phase of this debate. The
Another area that needs to be highlighted to peoplénember for Kaurna commented that it would have been
travelling in those Outback areas is the issue of kangaroobetter if, for instance, the governments of the Northern
When we start talking about kangaroos it can be a veryerritory and New South Wales had been involved. | refer the
emotional issue. It certainly was a very emotional issue fomember for Kaurna to the intergovernmental agreement in the
me shortly after Christmas, when | hit a kangaroo on my wayschedule for the bill, which appears on page 25.
from the Far West and spent the next four weeks in that The member for Kaurna will note that very little of the
dreadful hot weather without an airconditioner in my car. Thegeographical area of what is described as the basin, and
kangaroo did not fare too well either; he left bits on mycertainly no water run-off areas, exist in New South Wales.
bumper bar. That certainly was a very emotional issue for mel herefore, to include New South Wales would be a bit
We really need to look at managing the numbers of kangawithout meaning. Secondly, the only tributaries affecting the
roos, because they certainly are a major problem in the northake Eyre Basin that run into the Northern Territory are the
of the state. Georgina and a very small area of the Finke. So, while the
An honourable member interjecting: geographical area described as the Lake Eyre Basin exists in
MsBREUER: | am not saying ‘Shoot ’'em all’ at all. If the Northern Territory and to lesser extent in New South
you talk to anyone in Outback South Australia you will Wales, there was no real reason for including them in the
realise that they are a major problem and a danger to cars oo@sin agreement. |, as | am sure is the shadow minister, am
there. | am concerned about tourists who are going througa great believer that, if you can have two or three govern-
the area and who do not understand the dangers of kangardnents involved and they all have an interest in the project,
or the damage that they can do to your car. They also do ndipat is fine; why would you have five involved when you
understand that, if you are bowling along at 110 or 120 andieed only three? In reference to one of the honourable
see a kangaroo you do not try to dodge it quickly; you aremember’'s comments about the waters, | think that perhaps he
likely to roll your car and cause yourself a major injury. It is has not read, or has not read in depth, or at least interprets
better to hit the kangaroo. For example, one night cominglifferently from me, guiding principle 3, part 1, that consider-
back from Port Lincoln in a 50 kilometre stretch betweenation of all the issues and the making of all decisions under
Cowell and Whyalla | counted 169 kangaroos. That is just théhis agreement will be guided by the following principles:
ones | saw; for every one that | saw there were probablyamely, that it be acknowledged.
seven or eight that | did not see. So, there need to be some The document then goes on to state that the naturally
serious discussions about the management of kangaroariable flow regimes and the maintenance of water quality
numbers; we must take emotion out of it and get seriougre fundamental to the aquatic ecosystems of the Lake Eyre
about this. Tourists need to be warned about kangaroos. Basin Agreement and that the water requirements for the
Another issue that occurs as a result of the kangaroos oetological processes, biodiversity and ecologically significant
there is that so many of them get killed as vehicles are goingreas within the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement should be
through that we now have a problem with eagles. Thanaintained, especially by means of flow variability and
member for Hammond touched on this. We have a probleraeasonality: indeed, that flooding throughout the catchments
with eagles out there. If you are driving along the highwaywithin the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement is beneficial in that
and see in the distance a couple of eagles picking off thi#¢ makes a significant contribution to pastoral activities as
remains of a dead kangaroo or a dead emu, the smartest thingll as flood plain ecosystem processes.
you can do is slow down and make lots of noise as you Inanswer to the point that | think the shadow minister was
approach. The eagles are so big and heavy that they take ageaking in his debate about water and the needs of the water
to get off the ground and are likely still to be trying to get up cycle within the basin, these issues are, in fact, covered in the
and fly when you come past. guiding principles of the agreement and, | assure this House,
I do not fancy the idea of having a kangaroo on the fronwill be attended to in the ministerial council.
seat with me if it comes through the windscreen—and | am  With respect to the contribution by the member for Stuart,
not too keen on an emu either, which causes more damagelterould hope that all parliaments and all governments in this
the car—but the thought of an eagle coming through my fronhation are getting past the fact that they believe they are the
window terrifies me, so | am extremely careful with eaglesrepository of all knowledge. | think it is tending to be a
Many people get excited when they see them and drive up squiding principle for governments throughout the nation that,
they can see them quickly and cause themselves all sorts where they pass legislation such as this, it has to be in concert
problems. That is another area where there needs to léth and in a constructive partnership with all the relevant
education for tourists. They need to be very careful when theplayers, be they the community, local government, state
are travelling on those highways and back roads. government or national government; these agreements cannot
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and will not work until there is ownership of the programs species. The shadow minister knows that the Murray-Darling
and of the guiding principles of every part of the agreemenBasin is absolutely critical in social and economic terms. It
at the very basic level. occupies one-seventh of the land mass of the nation, and so

The member for Stuart, | think, is aware that the localon—and | will not go into all the arguments. This is a
community was one of the driving forces behind the adventlifferent system: it is an ephemeral system. It is, | think, no
of this agreement. It was a request for irrigation inlessimportant as part of the fabric of this nation. Itis no less
Queensland using some of these ephemeral waters that véngportant to those who live up there, but it has a whole set of
much focused much of the basin community on what thelifferent requirements and will require different management
likely impacts would be of massive development, and thigechniques.
agreement comes not only because government willed it to It is certainly thought at present that the Murray-Darling
come but also because the communities themselves haveBasin Commission and the ministerial council have different
very profound interest in this. | would like it recorded that, powers, and powers that are exercised much more stringently
by whichever means access to community advice for thand regularly, in that you have all the weirs there, you have
ministerial forum occurs, local interests can, and will, beall the irrigators and you have all the population, so there is
paramount in my mind and, | am sure, in the minds of mya whole set of complexities that go with that. We meet, |
colleagues from Queensland and the commonwealth. think, two or three times a year, for instance. | know that my

| particularly wish to pay a tribute to Minister Welford, head of department is a commissioner of the River Murray
who was, until recently, the minister responsible for this areghe is away today), and they have 20 papers to consider. The
in Queensland. He has recently been promoted—or demotechmplexity of that system gives rise to one regime; this gives
I should say, to become Attorney-General, | believe: | cannotise to another.
see that that would be an escalation in the scale of things, as This is, | think, the crux of the question: we believe that
I see them. But | wish him luck. Minister Welford was indeed this forum, as it is so far proposed, will be no less effective
a very constructive minister with respect to both this agreein protecting the ecological interests and the environmental
ment and the Murray-Darling Ministerial Council in relation interests and all the interests and water in the area. We
to the needs of the basin rather than the parochial needs evieelieve that it will be just as effective. But it is not as
of his own state. | know that Queensland has come in focomplex or as administratively heavy as the Murray-Darling
criticism in not signing off the cap in the Murray-Darling Basin Commission—different systems, different require-
Basin Agreement, and so they should. But | believe that wenents.
are much further advanced because we had Minister Welford Mr HILL: The minister explained that in some detail, but
at the helm in Queensland than we would have been in manyhat | guess | am really looking at is the powers that the
other contingencies. | would like to place on the record myforum will have. For example, when it makes a decision,
thanks to him for his government’s cooperation in formulat-what force does that decision have? Does it have legal force
ing this agreement, along with the commonwealth andin the way in which some decisions of the Murray-Darling
indeed, for his constructive work in other projects in whichCouncil, for example, have legal force and are then binding
we have been jointly involved. on the states? Does it make recommendations which are then

I thank again all those members who contributed. Iltaken back to the individual constituencies, or can it make
acknowledge that | am somewhat surprised that the debatkecisions which are then binding on all the players?
has taken this long but | am most pleased, because it shows TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: There is no doubt that this
that many members of this House, whether they come froragreement relies on the goodwill of the three governments
the more remote areas—such as the members for Giles amvolved. Indeed, if there was not an inherent level of
Stuart—do have an interest in some of our more ephemergboduwill, they would never have signed the agreement. | refer
areas and some of the areas which can at least be descridedvhat | said about Queensland, which is to be commended
as national icons and part of the national estate. | thank aih this matter. Nevertheless, the agreement binds them to do
members for their contribution and | look forward to their as we are doing and put this before a parliament and to then

supporting this bill through its committee stage. act in accordance within the principles laid out in the
Bill read a second time. agreement. So, if one of the signatories to the agreement was
In committee. to simply vary from the undertakings they made in the
Clause 1. agreement, there would be a legal recourse through the courts

Mr HILL: There are five clauses, and | have about fouto enforcing the agreement, because they are signatories to
or five questions. | am not sure that they tie in with anyit. We have all bound ourselves to those principles.
particular clause, so | will just ask them and the Acting For the benefit of the shadow minister, it is probably in a
Chairman may have to rule me out of order. My first questiorsimilar type of regime in which the commonwealth insists
relates to the forum, as the body that is being established that we fulfil the conditions of various treaties made with
called. Can the minister explain what powers and authoritieeverseas powers—especially environmental treaties with
it has compared to the ministerial council that looks after theegard to wetlands, and things such as that. The force is that,
Murray-Darling—because there has been a criticism that thi the commonwealth as a signatory breaks the agreement, it
is a weaker body and that a ministerial council would becan be held to answer for the agreement it has broken in the
stronger, have more authority and be able to achieve moame way we could hold a signatory government that was not
things. being accountable under the agreement to answer in the

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Mainly it will prepare courts. However, that is not what we are aiming for: we are
policies and strategies based on the guidelines outlined araiiming for consensus and working together. In the agreement
prepare a state of the rivers report. It would, | think, dependve are not really trying to premise this on, ‘We will all do the
on your point of view. You could argue, and | think arguewrong thing so let's try to catch each other out” We are
quite convincingly, in terms of the ministerial council for the trying to say, ‘Let’'s work cooperatively forward.’ In answer
Murray-Darling Basin, that this is in fact a fish of a different to the honourable member’s question as to whether there are
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any hooks to keep us together, the answer is ‘Yes, there isrmumber of questions permitted? | do not anticipate too many,
legal hook.’ knowing that the minister will answer in a forthright manner,

Mr HILL: That was an interesting answer. | take theat length and accurately. | may need to go over the quota of
general point that this will hopefully be a cooperativethree, if he disappoints me.
arrangement and we will all get on swimmingly. However, TheACTING CHAIRPERSON: | am not able to allow
it is our job to question the nature of the agreement so that weny more than the three questions to be asked on each clause.
truly understand it. | will reflect on what the minister said However, you can ask questions on the agreement under
then by way of explanation. He was saying that this acts aslauses 3, 4 and 5. That should provide the honourable
a kind of contractual arrangement between the various partiesember with ample opportunity to ask his questions.
that have signed it and that, if one of the parties does not Mr CLARKE: | want to take up the point raised by the
perform according to the contract, there is legal recourse. Mynember for Kaurna. If breaches of any section of this
reading of the agreement is that all we have agreed to todayeasure occur, no sanctions or penalties would apply. In
is to keep talking with each other and to cooperate: We haveelation to the member for Kaurna’s contribution, as the
not agreed to do anything beyond that. Is the minister sayinminister says, through this agreement the three governments
that, when the three parties to the agreement make a decisiare bound by this legislation to discuss issues around the
or reach agreement about a particular thing, say, water flolvake Eyre Basin, and are bound to look at and draw up
or water extraction, and the three of them together make thailicies in accordance with the different principles and
decision, that decision is then subject to legal recourse? guidelines set out in this agreement. Once a decision has been

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, because in here we agreed to by those three governments following those first
agree to pursue policies and strategies so that we are boutwio steps, are all three governments then legally bound by
in this agreement to pursue policies and strategies. It is #nose outcomes? If one or more of those three governments
construct that we have to take forward, and that construct hdseak those outcomes that have been agreed to, are they
to be guided by the guiding principles. So, it is not just aenforceable in a court of law?
matter of talking. As a result of this agreement, we have to As an example, the minister in his second reading
do something. We have to produce policies and strategies @xplanation refers to the catalyst for this legislation over the
the catchment, and we also have to report on the state of tlegiginal proposal by the Queensland government to irrigate
rivers. All that has to be done in the light of the guiding cotton on the Cooper Creek. If, following these steps, the
principles. It is not just a matter of our saying, ‘Let’s agreeoutcome was that there was to be no irrigation of cotton and
to talk’, and signing a fancy bit of paper and saying, ‘Let’'sthen the Queensland government went ahead and did it in any
keep talking.’ It is more a matter of our having startedevent, is the South Australian government or the
talking. The next phase in the talking which we are bound teommonwealth government under this legislation able to go
by this agreement is to form policies and strategies, antb the Supreme Courtin Queensland and get a writ forbidding
report on the state of the river. They are concrete actions thQueensland irrigating cotton contrary to an agreed outcome?
will come from this. In response to the shadow minister's last TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The first comment | would
question, the other sanction that exists if one of the signatanake to the member for Ross Smith is that, at present, it is
ries to this agreement did not behave as they should is that tery difficult to get into the Supreme Court: the honourable
commonwealth EPBC Act could be triggered, and the shadomember has so many actions in the Supreme Court no-one
minister will know that many jurisdictions are worried about else can get in the door.
the power and extent of that act. Mr Clarke: No, this is Queensland.

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (MrsGeraghty): | have TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Sorry. Having said that, this
allowed some latitude on the questioning. Members will haveagreement, it is true, and | started to say this to the shadow

to relate any further questions to the clause itself. minister, basically is based on goodwill and cooperation: it
Clause passed. is not a highly prescriptive agreement. In answer to the
Clause 2. member for Ross Smith, and | listened carefully to what he

Mr HILL: In terms of the operation of the agreement,said, if three governments agree to do something and there
will the minister say whether he will be bringing to this are three signatories to this, why would one government not
parliament an annual report detailing the decisions anthen do it? In fact, if three governments agree to do it, three
processes of the agreement? governments will do it because—

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The review has to be Mr Clarke: If Rob Borbidge comes back as Premier of
undertaken every five years and the report presented to tl@@gueensland in three years—
parliament. So it is not an annual report. Again, given the Mr Hanna: | will give you 100/1 on that.
nature of the area up there, that is not unreasonable. | will TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : So will I. | will actually take
personally give an undertaking that | will be most pleased iryour bet. As he has resigned, it is a bit impossible for him to
five years’ time to stand in this place and as minister preserdome back.

the report to the shadow minister. An honourable member interjecting:
Clause passed. TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL: No, | was just thinking of a
Clause 3. good retort.

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON: | remind the member Mr Hill interjecting:
for Ross Smith that his question must relate to the clause. TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Never from the dead. The

Mr CLARKE: Yes, and it will. Madam Acting Chair, | interesting thing is that (and we are making this comparison
seek your guidance in the sense that the agreement, whichrisasonably correctly), despite the fact that, in a sense, the
the guts of this bill, runs from pages 6 to 25. Ordinarily, Murray Darling Basin Commission is a different instrument
under standing orders you are allowed to ask only threéhat, too, is not weighed down by a lot of sanctions. In fact,
questions per clause. However, as the guts of the legislatiame of the pluses and, | suppose, minuses of the Murray
is in this agreement, can some flexibility be shown in theDarling Basin Ministerial Council is that every state must
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agree on every decision before anything can happemas a single House and, at the moment, a government with a
Basically, there must be unanimous agreement between tivery commanding majority, that is not an issue.
states and territories before the commission can make a South Australia, of course, with two houses of parliament
decision. and neither major party likely to control the upper house, will
Mr Hill: It binds its successors in law. involve difficulties. Of course, as the member for Kaurna
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, so will this. Sorry, |  pointed out either in a contribution or by way of interjection,
missed that point. So will this. | return to the point made bygovernments come and governments go, irrespective of the
the member for Ross Smith. Much of this, as is a lot of thesize of their majorities at any particular time, just through the
Murray Darling Basin Ministerial Council/Ministerial normal electoral cycle.
Commission agreement, is based on goodwill between the If one looks at the responsibilities and interests of the
participating parties, but | do not think that is unreasonablecommonwealth under PartlV, one sees that all the
I know that the member for Ross Smith might have difficulty commonwealth has agreed to is monitor the activities of the
understanding because, quite seriously, he comes fromsates in the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement, and to ensure that
highly prescriptive side of politics. | do not think that it is Australia meets its international obligations in accordance
unfair to say that, perhaps, members opposite are momgith the intergovernmental agreement on the environment.
inclined to a stronger regulatory regime than we are on this The commonwealth is required to ensure that matters of
side of the House. national interest relating to environmental protection,
Mr Hanna: We take that as a compliment. sustainable agricultural water and related natural resources
TheHon. M K. BRINDAL: | am sure that you do. Itis management in the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement are appropri-
just a different way of looking at the world. On this side of ately addressed in consultation with the states. Itis waffle; it
the House we are, at least in theory (because sometimesipes not make it legally enforceable and it does not allow a
think we are inclined to over-regulate, too; | am not sayingCitizen of the state (or an interest group within a particular
that we are without fault), perhaps less inclined to regulatétate) who sees that agreements are, in effect, being torn up
than members opposite. But | think that all members wouldy inaction on the part of a state government or the
agree that the trend in Australian politics of late seems to beommonwealth to go to the courts to enforce such agreed
to go more for a cooperative approach; to try to get people toutcomes—if indeed there are any to enforce. | cannot get
work together; to have, as often as we can, carrots and, whe@¥er the fact that members opposite and the minister talk
necessary, still sticks. | am not pretending that an Australi@bout this being a giant stride forward. It is simply a non-
exists where you do not need sticks on occasions, but this gense.
more carrot than stick legislation. | think we do ourselves an injury by simply talking up this
I acknowledge that, but given that at the time it wastype of legislation as if we are taking major steps forward
formulated by two Liberal and one Labor Government, Iwhen it is no more than the three governments signing a
think that it has the elements of the bipartisan approach thafemorandum of understanding to try to work in harmony on
will work. certain things, but with a let-out clause basically for any of
Mr CLARKE: The minister has just confirmed my initial the three governments to do whatever they like, anyway, with
views of this legislation, which is that it is a load of bumpf. the other two governments being absolutely impotent to
TheHon. M K. Brindal: It is what? ensure compliance with the notionally agreed outcomes after
Mr CLARKE: Itis a load of bumpf. It is not worth the @l this palaver has been gone through. .
paper it is written on at the end of the day. | do not know why ~ There are no monetary penalties or anything of this nature
we must pass a piece of legislation that is non-enforceabl&r any breaches of this agreement. So here we have a piece
If it is just an agreement between the states and thef legislation which has been much trumpeted by the minister
commonwealth we will sign an agreement. If it is based orfnd on which this House has spent much of the last two
goodwill, wonderful. But in terms of legislative protection, hours. However, in reality, it is no more than a wish list and
there does not seem to be any. | take the minister to page £3hope that three governments will get along and, with
of the agreement under ‘Responsibilities and Interests of th@oodwill, will do the right thing. We do not need an act of
States'. | will deal with the states first before | come to theParliament for that, so I do not know why we have this bill
commonwealth. At 4.9, the agreement states: before us in the first place, if it has—I will not even say little
Each state will continue to have responsibility for its policy teeth—as it would appear to me to have no teeth or validity

formulation and the administration of its legislation relevant to watepvhatsoever in terms of enforcement. It is a statement of
and related natural resource management within the Lake Eyre Baggeneral principles. Well, do not waste our time on that: just

Agreement area, but in so doing will to the fullest extent that it ishave an MOU signed by the three governments.

able comply with this agreement and any applicable policies and | 34in ask the question: how is this agreement, once it is
strategies developed or adopted under it. Further, to the extent that di | I f ble? Wh ’ h h
may be necessary, each state will use its best endeavours to secfféActed Into law, actually enforceable? Where are the teeth,

the passage through its respective parliament of legislation for theither for the individual governments concerned, to ensure
purpose of conforming with and implementing this agreement andbservance of outcomes, or for interested parties—the
any such policies and strategies. community generally—to take the respective governments to
In reality, if that third step of the agreement, as we havecourt if necessary to ensure that they do what they are
discussed in terms of developing outcomes, is to becom&upposed to be doing, indeed, making sure that they draw up
legally binding it must pass through the respective legislatiornthe policies and strategies? Where are the teeth in the
and may well have to pass through the parliament of one degislation?

other of the state jurisdictions to give effect to somethingthat TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: It has certainly taken two
has already been agreed to by this ministerial council aftemours, and perhaps we can see why in the light of the last
doing all of this consultation. It can still fall because a statecontribution. If | were a nasty and vindictive person, which
parliament refuses to give effect to those agreed outcomethe member for Ross Smith knows | am not, | would actually
Although it is not a problem in Queensland, in one sense: ihave barked back that perhaps | am surprised that such a
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small brain resides in such a large man. But | will contentments, so bind us in a joint enterprise so that we can move
myself with musing only that indeed he must have beerorward. | would have thought that was a very good

doorknocking too much in Kilburn lately— democratic process, one which would be applauded by the
Members interjecting: member for Ross Smith. | weep because he has to spend so
The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (Mrs Geraghty):  much time on doorknocking that his mind has become addled
Order! in the process.

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: —because the member for ~ Mr HILL: Will the minister explain the budgetary
Ross Smith obviously does not understand the nature of thigrocess relating to this, how much funding the government
bill. It is this: when the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement will commit to it and where we will find that funding
was first signed all those years ago, it had about as much &ilocated?
it as this has in it. Look at how that relationship, how that TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: These decisions will be
governance body, has matured over time. It started from enade at the ministerial forum. The level of service that is
similar genesis: a small step forward. required and the works that may be required, if any, have yet

| would like to know how the member for Ross Smith to be determined. | give the committee an undertaking that,
believes that this jurisdiction, the commonwealth or thethrough the budget bilaterals and signing this agreement, this
Queensland jurisdiction, each sovereign jurisdiction in it9House will commit as much as is necessary for the proper
own right with a parliament that claims its ancient rights andulfilment of these functions under this agreement. | hope that
privileges, can actually bind other sovereign jurisdictions. Itl have the committee’s absolute understanding that, if we can
is impossible. No state—indeed, no country, principality orget the commonwealth to contribute slightly more than either
power in the history of the world—has been able to pass lawthe state of Queensland or the state of South Australia, that
that bound another sovereign territory. What we do is entewould have the complete backing of every member of this
into agreements, and those agreements can be given ledg#buse. The commonwealth has a much larger purse and
effect. much deeper pockets than we have and, if we could get them

Why do we bring them into parliament? The member forinto a two-for-one arrangement or something like that, |
Ross Smith has been here long enough to know the answeould expect the backing of this House to do so.
to that. It is because this parliament can bind successive | am not being evasive; | cannot give you an answer,
governments in this state. If it were not to be ratified by thigoecause we have not determined what resources are required.
parliament, it is merely a document signed by me as thélowever, | can give you an absolute undertaking that we will
current minister which could be repudiated later, not just byadequately resource the project. There is simply no point in
any Liberal minister but by any other future minister. Whatthis parliament going through this. If the member for Ross
this does is bring this agreement which | signed into thisSmith described it as a charade, | think that is unkind, but it
House and say to the 47 members of this House who are natould be a charade if we bring it in here and | am not
the executive government, ‘Will you ratify this?’, so that prepared to resource it adequately. The shadow minister, the
every future government, every future minister, Labor andnember for Ross Smith and every other member of this
Liberal in this State, is bound to this agreement until the 69House would have the absolute right to come back and say
members of these two Houses decide that it is no longghat | misled the House, that | promised something that we
binding on the state of South Australia. did not deliver.

| can see no better reason for bringing an agreement into Mr HILL: I take it from what the minister said that there
this House than to ask the people of South Australia, througi$ no agreement yet on the balance between the states either?
their parliament, whether | have or have not done the righT here are three parties to this agreement. Will the parties take
thing, and whether this thing which | have done should bdurns in chairing the commission or will it always be chaired
binding not only on me but also on all of my successors untiby the commonwealth and, if it is always to be chaired by the
this parliament deems otherwise. | am surprised that | haveommonwealth, will it be chaired by the environment
to give the member for Ross Smith an object lesson irninister? My concern is that the commonwealth might
parliamentary process, because he was a very good depu@ppoint a primary industries minister to chair it and he may
leader of the opposition, the best they have had for a lond)ot necessarily be sympathetic to the environmental purposes
long while, and he should know some of the fundamentabehind the agreement.
practices of this House. Let me quote to him clause 5, as TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL: The shadow minister might,
follows: in 10 or 20 years, when he becomes a minister learn that the

Facilitation of the Agreement. The minister and other instrumenSOmMmonwealth when itis involved in anything considers that
talities and agencies of the state are authorised and required to ifdhas a bigger chair than anyone else and tends to take the
anything reasonably necessary to ensure the performance agHairmanship of these committees. The commonwealth will
observance of this agreement. chair this committee. The Minister for the Environment has
So, this requires me as minister in the state of South Australibeen identified as the appropriate minister to be the lead
to do anything reasonably necessary to ensure the performinister, and | believe he will continue to be so as long as
ance and observance of this agreement. So, in passing thifere is a Liberal government in Canberra. However, a future
bill, this House is making a requirement of me and of theLiberal government (not one led by the current Prime
executive government of this parliament to fulfil the aspectMinister) or, indeed, a future Labor government, | think has
of the agreement as set out, as will the commonwealth, artthe right to determine who the lead minister will be.
as will the state of Queensland. However, can | just say this, and | say it absolutely

We are not trying to pass a law to bind the state ofhonestly: perhaps the shadow minister might be able to come
Queensland or the Commonwealth of Australia—we simplyto a Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council meeting as an
cannot do that—but we have agreed in this agreement to pasbserver. The Hon. Warren Truss, the Minister for Agricul-

a law in our sovereign jurisdictions to bind us to the will of ture in the commonwealth, actually chairs the council and
our parliaments and, in binding us to the will of our parlia- does an exceptionally fine job. | do not think that | have ever
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heard anyone say that, despite the fact that he is the Minister Mr Clarke: Yes, they did. Ralph Jacobi, 30-odd years
for Agriculture, he tries to chair that body or steer it in anyago, an eminent scientist, spoke in the House about it.

way that reflects other than the best balanced interests for the The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL : | apologise: | stand cor-
basin (both ecologically and in terms of sustainable use of theected. Fewer people, and those we would now acknowledge
resource). to have been very far-sighted and visionary, saw the problem:

| say to the shadow minister absolutely directly that mythe general population did not. Certainly, governments did
total understanding under this government is that it will benot, no matter whether they were Liberal or Labor. | can
Senator Robert Hill, Minister for the Environment, but if in remember a Premier of this state of very famous memory
any conceivable event in the future it would be this Ministerwho promised to build Chowilla Dam within 100 days of his
for Agriculture, we would be just as ably led. That is as muchelection. Thank God it was a commitment that he never
as | can say. If Kim Beazley were ever to be Prime Ministermanaged to fulfil, because that would have been the biggest
I do not know whom he would elect as his lead minister. Heenvironmental disaster in the whole river system. We are
has every right to determine those matters, and, indeed,talking about a South Australian Premier and about 20 years
future Liberal government might reconfigure this matter. ago. None of us is blameless in the way the Murray-Darling

Mr CLARKE: Without wanting to be too harsh on the has evolved. Does the shadow minister remember the
minister, as he tried not to be too harsh on me, | must saffremier, or should I say who it was?
that, when the honourable minister rises to his feet in this Mr Clarke: We won Chaffey.

House, he subtracts from the sum knowledge of this House TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yes, | know, and that

on each occasion. In the minister’s contribution to my lasgentleman was not right in why he threw away the
question he referred to the early beginnings of the Murragovernment of the day, either. Since we have realised that we
Darling Basin Commission, which led to the much strongethave many more responsibilities than we first thought under
legislation that we now have in place. | simply draw to thethe Murray-Darling Basin Commission, we have assumed
Minister’s attention that it was because of those feeble statefhose responsibilities and are now taking steps to correct
rights-type arguments that originally gave birth to such aneasures that need to be corrected. However, the mistakes
pathetic, weak instrument all those years ago that we have thrgere not made in negligence, and they were not made
sorts of problems that we have today with respect to théecause of a weak agreement. They were made because at
quality of the River Murray, and because it lacked teeth andhat time people did not understand the scientific conse-
enforceable rights. quences of what was happening.

The clean-up of the River Murray and the Murray Darling ~ In answer to the member for Ross Smith’s question, | say
Basin generally could have been tackled many decades adfat this is the right legislation at the right time and we think
except for the fact that states argued over this claptrap df will take us into the future. | refute that it is namby-pamby,
sovereign rights, states’ rights, in this area. | have ofteveak or any of the other adjectives the honourable member
maintained and continue to maintain the belief that issues ofsed. | am quite sure that this legislation will outlast both the
the Murray Darling and issues such as this with Lake Eyremember for Ross Smith and me in this place.
which go beyond the borders of one state, should rightly be Clause passed.
in the hands of the national government, with full sovereign Remaining clauses (4 and 5), schedule and title passed.
powers in that area and the right to do whatever it needs to Bill read a third time and passed.
do to ensure the cleanup of our Murray Darling Basin and to
protect the Lake Eyre Basin. TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water

I do not think that we want to perpetuate that sameResources): | move:
mistake by bringing in such pathetically weak legislation as  That the sitting of the House be extended beyond 6 p.m.
this and saying, ‘This is a first step: if we wait another 50 Motion carried
years we will have stronger legislation.” By then we may well ’
have destroyed the Lake Eyre Basin as we have destroyed,
in large measure, the Murray Darling Basin, because we did ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
not have tough, enforceable legislation in place at the TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water
beginning. N . Resources): | move:

Was the position of this government to seek Stronger -t the House do now adjourn.
legislation with greater and more enforceable rights for states

such as South Australia to ensure that agreements, once Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Last week | received a copy
entered into, can and must be carried out by all the participalf the South Australian Liberal government’s disabilities
ing governments? services planning and funding framework 2000-03, which

TheHon. M K. BRINDAL: Somebody behind me was launched on 27 February after it was commissioned in
whispered that if we added my IQ to that of the member foraugust 1999 by the present minister. It has taken 18 months
Ross Smith and then subtracted mine, the answer would he complete this document. In other words, this government
zero, but I will not repeat that! We consider that this is thenow has a framework report building on the Disability
right legislation for the right time. We believe that this is of Services Act 1993. What a revealing statement that is, that at
its time and of its place, so we are happy with the legislationjast we have a framework report that builds upon an act of
Itis as we would seek it to be. parliament passed in 1993. It has taken over seven years and

Hindsight is always 100 per cent. It is easy for us to sit insix other reports on disability services in this state for this
this place and criticise the Murray Darling Basin government, since gaining office just after the Disability
Commission, but it was formed in a different time for a Services Act was passed, to come up with a service frame-
different purpose. Until about 20 years ago, no one actuallyork. It really indicates where disability services sits in terms
realised that there was a problem. of government priority.
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Members might be forgiven for thinking that the frame- retaining the five separate structures based upon diagnostic
work details the policy and financial commitment by the stateather than service needs. The Liberals have lifted the single
government to at last take a lead for families and theisystem from Labor, but they have not had the courage to
children with a disability on waiting lists for accommodation, implement the single options access point that we proposed
respite care, post school activities, and so on. One couldt the last election and still have in our policy.
especially be forgiven for thinking that to be the case when Thirdly, the use of mainstream aged care facilities for
one bears in mind the length of time it has taken. On the verglder people with a disability has been lifted from a speech
day this framework report, which has taken 18 months td made two years ago. Fourthly, Mr Olsen touted integrated
complete since it was announced in August 1999, waservice delivery models between mainstream and specialist
released, the Minister for Disability Services announced thaaigencies for disadvantaged people soon after he was installed
a further report is to be commissioned, this time an actioras Premier in the present Liberal government. Five years
plan based on the framework report. later, it is worked up again for the framework document but,
H<e all other so-called framework outcomes, there is no

ention of how, when or whether funding will have to be

. : redistributed to make it happen. Yet again the concept has
So after seven years we have the first report, but it could b een lifted from Labor and speeches made by Labor and

changed and we are still waiting on a further action report t ommitments made by Labor in the past
be produced. When work commences on an action plar?, y ne past. .
The framework document, which is essentially a load of

please forgive my cynicism if | take a reasonable guess thatre-election waffle, deliberately avoids addressing many

it will not be completed in time for the next South Australian pre-elec .
election. | can see the minister on the pre-election beafitical issues that Labor has already confronted in the two

promising families nothing in time for the election but telling Previous election periods and has already addressed in its
all who listen that their concerns are addressed in the yet t(aevelpplng policy agenda in time for the next election.
be completed action plan. This fr_ame_work docu_ment only reinforces the widely held
community view that this government has never cared about
That will be report No. 8 in eight years, and still no sign social justice or been active in any pursuit of citizenship for
of a practical policy and funding plan to address unmet neegeople with disabilities. The fine sounding goals that this
and thus alleviate the stress on families and individuals whgovernment espouses on paper for its Disability Services
have been eight-year victims of insidious inaction, timedOffice should be prefaced or concluded with the words,
solely to escape consumer wrath. | have no doubt that thisinless a state election is imminent’. The government has
government hopes to repeat the same strategy it thinks it gatjain avoided the hard questions, let alone the hard decisions.
away with in 1993 and 1996: lots of reports with each yet taThis is a framework with absolutely no mention of how this
be published at election time. The so-called action plan wilgovernment intends to fund the half dozen most obvious
be no different. Families know it and they will not forgive issues for disability services, let alone the many other
you a third time because they will punish you for deliberatelydifficult policy issues needing urgent attention.
and callously misleading them. Of course, nor does it address any of the policy and
I turn now to the framework itself, much of which has funding questions surrounding how its limited range of
been copied from Labor's disability policies but without PuPlished statements might be implemented or a time frame
specific detail or our commitment. | would like to make a fewfOr implementation. In essence, this framework is a glossy
comments. In the report, the South Australian government halocument that raises only a few ISsues _that this government
at last acknowledged that institutions are no longer af'@y Of may not address at some time in the future. This is
acceptable service model for the future, even though thePuPled with a yet to be written action plan, which will
present minister referred to them after the last state electidff™Ma" unfinished prior to the next state election, so that there
as reminding him ‘of residential university colleges’. 'S yet again no major Liberal government commitment to
Nevertheless, the framework for community accommodatiofneeting unmet service need. As famllles and |nf3I|V|duaIs will
as the preferred future housing option has been lifted frony®: @nd hopefully in no uncertain terms, “Thanks for

Labor’s policies. nothing!’ .
P Motion carried.

The minister also told the 300 people present at the IauncI
that even the framework report could be changed if require

Secondly, the framework document describes a single
system of options coordination being established and At 6.07 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
managed within the Department of Human Services but still4 March at 2 p.m.



