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George Whitten, who passed away on 28 June aged 79 years.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY | am sure that many members of the House will rise today to

take an opportunity to pay tribute to George and formally

Tuesday 3 July 2001 place on record their appreciation for his life and achieve-
. ments.
TheSPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald) took the ch t . .
© (Hon swald) took the chair & George was born in Broken Hill on 20 June 1922. The son
2 p.m. and read prayers. . S .
of a miner, he was to be significantly influenced by the Great
ASSENT TOBILLS Depression during his formative years. In 1939, aged 17,

George started his career at the Islington Railway Workshops,
His Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated higvhich is where he was also to begin his lifelong association

assent to the following bills: with the union movement. George was Vice President of the
Corporations (Administrative Actions), Boilermakers and Blacksmiths Society, a forerunner to the
Corporations (Ancillary Provisions), Manufacturing Workers Union. He eventually rose to hold
Corporations (Commonwealth Powers), the position of State Party Organiser and State Secretary of
Dental Practice, the Australian Labor Party.
Real Property (Fees) Amendment, George was elected to the House of Assembly in 1975,
Statutes Amendment (Corporations). representing the electorate of Price, a seat he was to hold for
the next 10 years. During his parliamentary career, George
MEMBERS, DEATH was to hold a number of positions, including Chairman of the
Public Works Standing Committee.
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | move: George also devoted time to pursuits and interests outside

That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret at theis parliamentary responsibilities as patron to a number of

gg;’ﬁhf% ?r;'\é'rf fr:?rgl?ef’rgec’)} ?#édag Sgg 'glffEsesfgr%%;;h%?gspﬁggtsegsporting clubs, particularly in the Port Adelaide area. George
record its appreciation for their long and meritoriohs service; antﬁaS left a considerable, indelible mark upon the state and its

that, as a mark of respect to their memory, the sitting of the HousBeople whom he served. | well remember him—he was a
be suspended until the ringing of the bells. member during my early years in this House. He was always
South Australians, particularly those in the South-East, wer@ Polite, courteous and obliging person. | well remember
saddened to learn of the passing of Allan Burdon, the membdiose characteristics about him and his nature, which were to
for Mount Gambier from 1962 to July 1975. Mr Burdon P€ commended.
passed away on 18 June. He was 86 years of age. Prior to On behalf of the government, | extend our condolences to
entering politics, he was a saw milling supervisor with theGeorge’s family—Myrle, Stephen, Graeme and John, his
Woods and Forests Department. He was a union represengrandchildren and great grandchildren.
tive for the Timber Workers Union and a secretary of the
Mount Burr branch of the ALP sub-branch. TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
Mr Burdon also served as a member of the Mountrise to support the Premier's remarks about both Allan
Gambier City Council and the District Council of Beachport. Burdon and George Whitten in this condolence motion. | had
He was prominent in several community organisations in théhe privilege of knowing both Allan Burdon and George
Mount Gambier area, including the Mount Gambier Techni-Whitten.
cal College. A very keen sportsman, he served as President Allan, as the Premier has mentioned, held the seat of
of the Mount Gambier and District Cricket Association andMount Gambier for Labor from 1962 until 1975. He won the
the North Gambier Football Club. He was also Vice Presidengeat in a by-election following the death of the ALP incum-
of the South Eastern Border Football League. bent, Ron Ralston. | was looking through Allan Burdon’s
During his parliamentary service, Allan was a member ofmaiden speech, and it contained quite a degree of good
the Land Settlement Committee and was its Chairman for twaumour. He talked about the by-election campaign, saying:
years. He was also Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Promises to the South-East at election time by the present

Committees for 18 months prior to leaving parliament. Ingovernment have become rather a joke with the question, ‘What will
1974 he was the South Australian delegate to the 20th genettad the next one?’ We have had paraded before us the wonders of

conference of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Associatiofustralia’s first atomic powerhouse at Lake Leake and the establish-
in Sri Lanka ment of a deep sea port in various areas along the south-eastern

. . coast, about the only place not suggested for it being in the Blue
Mr Burdon was a constant advocate of reductions in gke. yp 99 g

electricity tariffs in country areas, often stating his view that . .

country people should be provided with government services  Of course, as the Premier mentioned, Allan had a deep
at the same price as their city counterparts. He was also aterest in education, as a member of the Mount Gambier
advocate for the decentralisation of industry in the country|€chnical College Council. That is certainly also reflected in
particularly within his Mount Gambier electorate. Allan Allan Burdon's maiden speech. He said:

Burdon was highly regarded within the Mount Gambier Education, in all its forms, is an urgent matter, and | plead with

community. He was also highly regarded on both sides ofhe government to exert every influence and bring all possible
arliament pressure on the commonwealth government to obtain sufficient
P T . . ._money for our educational needs. Every day wasted in not adequate-

Allan’s wife Mildred predeceased him. Our sympathiesyy educating our youth is a crime for which we may yet pay dearly.
go to, and our thoughts are with, Allan’s children—John,Tuition fees for adult education have been arbitrarily increased. |

Josephine and Rosslyn—also, Stephanie, Leon and theifotest, and plead that they be reviewed and decreased soon. The

o L . ; ncreased fees have forced many young workers on low wages to
families, his six grandchildren and three great grandchlldre;}gop studying. It is a crying shame that nowadays young people—

~ Also, itis with a sense of sadness that | continue to speajciuding young married people—should be deprived of study
in the chamber today in relation to the condolence motion fobecause of increased fees.
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| guess the issues just keep on going on generation afterord was spoken. George liked people and people liked him.
generation. Yet, he was open and forthright; he called a spade a spade.
Allan held the seat for Labor at four subsequent electionsYou knew where you stood with George.

winning 65 per cent of the vote in 1973, finally being e served the Labor Party diligently and faithfully for all
defeated by Harold Allison in 1975 in the election which pis \yorking life and even as a retired member could be seen

Dunstan called during the time of the federal Labor governy g ng the corridors of Parliament House until recently,

ment’s unpopularity, and when the Dunstan governmentwagﬁering gentle advice and guidance. He would ring up
fet”?“ed by one seat. . members—including me—to talk about issues. He would
_ Like many Labor people in the South-East, Allan workedayays stop us in Parliament House to inquire about our
in the timber industry. He was, when he entered parliamentg yjijies and continued to be active in the sub-branch of his
a sawmilling supervisor with the Woods and Forests Departy oo | know that the member for Price, Murray De Laine,

ment. Allan was born into a well known Millicent family and i refer to that; they have had a close association over many
was educated at the Convent of Mercy, which is now Sainfa s

Anthony’s School. He was married and had three children. ) )
He began work at the Mount Burr sawmill when it opened in, ©G€0rge was passionate about railways as a form of
1931. Allan then transferred to the state government's Mourff@nsport and took every opportunity both inside and outside
Gambier mill, where he was active in working to protect thelN® parliament to encourage and cajole others to support
rights of fellow timber workers. Allan lived in Mount IMProvements to our rail infrastructure. Indeed, his maiden
Gambier until his death recently at the age of 86. He was ver§Pe€ch was about the railways bill. It was a defence of the
involved and active in civic affairs, and served as a membéi@ilways transfer bill and spoke of the importance of railways
of both the Mount Gambier City Council and the District 10 OUr state and nation. George was greatly impressed by the
Council of Beachport. He was an active Justice of the Pead@ilway systems of Great Britain and Japan and thought that
and, as the Premier said, a very keen sportsman, wiustralia should be doing much more to improve our
involvement in various cricket associations and footbalf@ilways along similar lines. George’s electorate contained
clubs, and he was a keen fisherman. many people whom he describe_d as underprivileged. He
In parliament, Allan was a strong and effective advocatd€lieved that the best way to provide support to the poorest
for the South-East of this state, and he served a term &$ctions of our community was through the provision of low
Chairman of Committees. My colleague in another place0St Public housing. He believed that the poorest in our
Terry Roberts, knew Allan well and spoke of him highly asSociety would never have the resources to save for_ a deposit
a strong advocate for timber industry workers and thé" @ house and that the South Australian Housing Trust
supporters of the rights of recreational fishermen. | certainirovided the only option for affordable housing. It is
met Allan on a number of occasions when | worked fornteresting that in his maiden speech George talked about
Premiers Don Dunstan and Des Corcoran, and | know that héhat the Labor Party and socialism were about—and | will
was held in high esteem and affection by them both. Ofuote directly. He said:
behalf of the Australian Labor Party, my condolences go t0  Thatincludes the care of the sick, aged and infirm: the provision
Allan’s family and friends. of assistance to allow for the education of our children; the protection
alsowould ke o speak about George Whiten whose e | Pyies o Consumers il i eony e Pt
funeral will b(? held tomorrow. George was the member fo'ev%éggts, butter,rs)sugar and so on; the provision gf low-cost hgﬂsing,
the seat of Price between July 1975 and December 1985, agfq the assistance to the under-privileged.
retired because of the ALP’s then age rule. He replaced ) ] ]
Paddy Ryan, the then Speaker of the House, as member fbwas proud to know George Whitten. | served briefly with
Price, and was in turn replaced by the current member fofim on the Public Works Standing Committee and also knew
Price, Murray De Laine. He was Chair of the Public Workshim during the time of the Duncan and Corcoran govern-
Committee. George worked as a boilermaker at the Islingtofents. Again, he was held in high esteem by his colleagues
Railway Workshops from 1939. He held a variety of posi-and comrades. | extend my sincerest condolgnces and those
tions within the Boilermakers’ and Blacksmiths' Union Of the ALP and state opposition to George’s children—Myrle,
(which was later to become the Australian ManufacturingStephen, Graeme and John—and the rest of his family and
Workers Union), until he accepted a temporary position aghany friends. 1 know that the member for Price, George’s
organiser with the South Australian branch of the ALP,successor, will take up the comments on behalf of our side of
replacing David Combe. When Mick Young moved on tothe House as a close personal friend.
federal politics, George became secretary of the state branch
of the ALP during the high point of the Dunstan government, Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | rise in support of the
a position which he held for two years, until he enteredPremier’s motion expressing deep regret at the death of Allan
parliament. So, George was, in fact, around at the time of thRobert Burdon. Allan was a giant of a man, but he was a
1973 election and then again, of course, as state secretary, faring, gentle and quietly spoken man. Often when | thought
the difficult election in 1975. of Allan | thought that still waters run deep. Interestingly
George was married and had four children, 14 grandchildenough, Allan regretted the fact that he was the only member
ren and one great grandchild and, tragically, George'sf the electorate of Mount Gambier since 1938 who was
devoted wife Rhoda died just three weeks ago. George waxctually defeated at an election. Mount Gambier first became
a true Labor stalwart; loyalty was the word that you wouldan electorate in the election of 19 March 1938, when Jack
most associate with George. He loved the Port, he loved hisletcher, an Independent, was elected. Unfortunately, Jack
people, and he always stood up for the underdog. He wasommitted suicide in 1946 and, as the Leader of the Opposi-
never a person who sought high office, but he was alwayson said, Ron Ralston won the by-election. Six years later
willing to serve when called upon to do so. As the PremieRon died, and in a by-election Allan was successful and went
has remarked, George was someone about whom never a baato serve for about 23 years.
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In 1975, he was defeated by Harold Allison although,tary Land Settlement Committee, and he was Deputy Speaker
interestingly enough, not even Harold believed he had angnd Chairman of Committees from 1973 until his retirement
chance of winning that election. | was one member of then 1975.

Liberal Party who cast around at that time to find a candidate, Asthe Premier and the leader have mentioned, Allan was
but we could not find one because nobody thought that than advocate for the reduction in electricity tariffs and also for
seat was winnable. Little were we to know, when we werewvater and sewerage rates for the Mount Gambier area, and he
casting around for a candidate in June and July of that yeaalso advocated the decentralisation of industry in the country,
what was going to happen in the next few months bottparticularly in the Mount Gambier area.

federally and at a state level. I did not know Allan particularly well, because | met and

Gough Whitlam was quickly losing support and at thespoke with him only a few times, but he impressed me as
same time, in a most remarkable decision, Premier Dunstdmeing a quiet, friendly and compassionate man. Former
decided to put all the crane trucks off the road. They were alparliamentary colleagues agree with my assessment and tell
highly illegal and they should never have been on the roadne that he was well liked and respected by members of all
but, because of their being put off the road, all the loggarties. On behalf of the ALP caucus, | extend sincere
stopped going to the mills, and that meant that all the Timbecondolences to members of his family.

Workers Union people were out of work. Allan was not a | speak now about my predecessor, George Thomas
happy man and, even in those circumstances, he lost by onW/hitten, who passed away on 28 June aged 79 years. George
50 votes. was the member for Price in this parliament from 12 July

It is interesting to note that, in the whole history of that 1975 until 6 December 1985, when he retired. He was born
electorate, there have been two Labor and two IndependeimtBroken Hill on 26 June 1922. He served his apprenticeship
representatives, as well as one Liberal representative, amag a boilermaker at the Islington Railway Workshops and
remarkable things must happen for the loyalty of that seat toontinued to work there until he became a full-time official
change. The people were tremendously loyal to Allan ovein the Australian Labor Party. He was a member of the Metal
many years. Workers Union—the union has changed its name several

| first met Allan Burdon in 1972, when | played football times over the years—and remained a member for all those
for North Gambier. Allan took me under his wing at that years. In fact, he was still a financial member of the AMWU
stage, and even until recently, if | wanted to talk to Allanat the time of his death. He was elected as a state ALP
about anything, | knew where to find him on a Saturdayorganiser in 1973 and when Mick Young entered federal
afternoon, and quite often | would wander up to him at theparliament in 1974 as the member for Port Adelaide, George
football and ask him how he felt about different local issueswas elected to replace him as state ALP Secretary.

He always gave very good counsel. In 1975, with the retirement of John ‘Paddy’ Ryan,

The one thing about Allan was that, when Mildred died,Speaker of the House of Assembly, George won preselection
he went downhill very quickly, and that said a lot about thefor the seat of Price. He was elected to state parliament on
partnership and about Allan’s not wanting to live on his own12 July 1975 and held the seat for 10% years. He was
any more. He slipped very quickly in the last 12 months. Ireplaced by me on 7 December 1985. George was Chairman
will always remember him fondly. He always gave goodof the Public Works Committee of this parliament until his
counsel; he was always very loyal to the electorate; and, aetirement in 1985. In recent years since his retirement,
much as he was a loyal union man and a loyal Labor man, heéeorge was also President of the ALP Retired Members
was prepared to put local issues first. He was a great roldssociation which held regular luncheons and functions in
model, and | will miss the counsel that | would often seek orthe House. | was privileged to send out meeting notices and
a Saturday afternoon. so on, on behalf of George. George was a very good friend

and loyal supporter of mine over the past 16 years, which |

Mr DeLAINE (Price): | am pleased to speak in this valued greatly. He was a rock-solid and loyal union and ALP
condolence motion for two long-serving, very loyal Labor member with very definite views about social justice issues;
Party members. Allan Robert Burdon passed away on 18 Juntieere were no shades of grey with George—it was either
aged 86 years. Allan was the ALP member for Mountblack or white.

Gambier in this parliament from 15 December 1962 until  After the war, George, together with his beloved wife
12 July 1975. As has been mentioned, he won the seat inRhoda, built his own house. As it was just after the war had
by-election in December 1962 following the death of theended, materials were very hard to get. | remember George
sitting ALP member, Ron Ralston. telling me that every weekend—and some nights—he and

Allan was born in Millicent in 1914 and began his Rhoda used to ride their bikes over to their block of land in
working life as a teenager at the Mount Burr timber mill in Athol Park and that they actually hand made every brick in
its first year of operation in 1931. The state government latethe house. As it was impossible to get reinforcing rods at that
established a mill at Mount Gambier, and Allan transferredime, he scrounged the scrap metal to use for the foundations
to that facility and became very active in trade union matterspf the house.
being a union representative for the Timber Workers Union. | think that the major blow to George’s failing health was
He founded the South Australian Amateur Fishermen'she death of his wife Rhoda just 18 days before he passed
Association and was a strong advocate for timber industraway. | called in to see George on Monday of last week and
workers and was a supporter of the rights of recreationge was still numb with grief from the loss of Rhoda. His old
fishermen or, in today’s terms, fishers. colleague and very close friend, former Premier Des Cor-

Before entering parliament, Allan was a member of thecoran, together with his wife Carmel, called in to see him last
Mount Gambier City Council, a member of the District Tuesday, which was the day after | visited him. They took a
Council of Beachport and Secretary of the local sub-branchirthday cake for him because it was his seventy-ninth
of the ALP, the Mount Burr branch. During his parliamentarybirthday. Des and Carmel spent several hours with him, and
career, Allan was for many years a member of the Parliamerthat must have meant a lot to George.
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On behalf of the ALP caucus, | extend sincere condo- Notwithstanding that, George Whitten, | did know better,
lences to George and Rhoda’s children—Myrle, Stepherif only because, in the first instance, his son Terry was
Graeme and John—their 14 grandchildren and their greaeaching at one of the schools in my electorate and George
grandson Jack on their sad double loss. always upon seeing me asked me—or, if not asked me, gave

me some shippet of information—about the East Murray Area

Mr FOLEY (Hart): | did not know Allan Burdon School and the surrounding community, | guess to illustrate
personally, but as with all my colleagues who have spoken—to me that he thought it important that members understand
the Leader and party whip, the Premier, and others—I pasghat was going on in their electorates and the various
on condolences. communities of which they were comprised, whether they

| also want to briefly mention George Whitten. | knew Were communities by association in urban settings or
George for all my time in the Labor Party. When, as a young@mmunities by geographic determination in rural areas.
person, | joined the Port Adelaide branch of the ALP in the®€0rge visited that area on occasions and always paid me the
very early 1980s, there were a number of characters arfePurtesy of letting me know of his intention to do so, which,
members, not only Mick Young, Fred Cook, and others, but'deed, is more than | can say these days—so much so that
particularly George, who was very active in the branch. H&Ve Might as well not bother to tell each other when we will

retired shortly after | joined the party but he was very activeP€ in €ach other's electorate: no-one seems to bother me too
in all the years that followed. much. | acknowledge that some ministers are meticulous in

. . .ﬁhat regard, but other ministers and members do not care.
I think George hardly missed a federal electorate counci In anv case. one of the remarks | wish to make about
meeting of the ALP in Port Adelaide, which were held on y ' ; . . .

george was the certainty with which he answered people in

Sunday mornings. | was one of a number of younge . ; .
members of the branch who were always wanting to shift thd1U'ray Bridge, when, as Chairman of the Public Works
ommittee, he chaired the hearing taking evidence on the

meeting times from 10 a.m. on Sundays to what we though roposed construction of a prison to be known as Mobilon
was perhaps a more appropriate time to meet—after work gt : P ; P 9
rison. At that meeting, he reassured the people of Murray

something—but George and many of the longstandin ridge not once, not twice, but many times that it was a
members of the branch would have none of that. On two op" 29 S : y -
edium security prison and, over the last week, it has been

three occasions when | attempted to suggest politely that wn to mv attention by th lein th mmunity that
move the meeting to an evening, George and others quick a h ob ya E 0 dy € peﬁp eh be coh u hy I:?
pointed out that Sunday mornings once a month in Port & asl_ een o ser\;]e as muc |n”t he f_reac asit ash een
Adelaide was very important for the Port Adelaide branch of ! SOMPliance since that time. | recall the first occasion when
the Labor Party—and that tradition continues. prisoners who should not have been mca_rcerated at Mobilong
. . . were placed there. | saw George in parliament one Tuesday
As the whip has mentioned, George was a long-serving,qning just after that, and he told me that he thought it was
member in his electorate. His commitment to the Porty pistake of the government to breach the commitment it
Adelald_e branch of f[he ALP—and to the brang:h in general—ga\,e the Murray Bridge community, and he said that again
was quite extraordinary. He worked on polling booths foryhen on a subsequent occasion, the same thing happened.
many elections right up until recent years. | know my wife Tyt illustrates that George, to me and to everyone | know
(who works in the party office) has mentioned that Georggyng knew him, was a man of integrity. He said what he
was always ready to volunteer to assist in the party officeaant and meant what he said, and if he said he would do it,
whenever work was required to be done at election time. 4 gid. Whether or not you might like it, you knew where you
I was told by the office of the federal member for Portstood and you understood what the consequence would be if
Adelaide, Rob Sawford, that, since the sad passing ofou chose to fly in the face of any trust he might have given
George’s wife Rhoda only three or so weeks ago, George hagu. | never did, but | know others who found themselves
been in the office only as late as last week inquiring when thgiven a lecture over their failure to keep their word and their
next branch meeting of the Port Adelaide FEC was to takeérust. So, | see the death of George Whitten as a real loss, as
place, so that he could fit it into his schedule. The locabne of the Labor Party’s gentlemen who were true to their
branch of the Port Adelaide Labor Party meant a lot toword. | trust, too, that the Labor Party can rediscover more
George, and our branch owes very much to George and hisich people, because they serve the community well.
wife, Rhoda, for the time, effort and commitment they gave
to our branch. On behalf of my wife, Cathy, and myself, | Mr WRIGHT (Leg): | would like to speak briefly in
offer our condolences to Myrle, Stephen, Graeme, John arglpport of the condolence motion. Unfortunately, | did not
their families. know Allan Burdon, but naturally | would like to pass on my
regrets and sympathy to the family. However, | did know
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Although Mr Burdon was not George Whitten, and | was very proud to know him and his
known to me, | was introduced to him after he had befriendedamily.
my younger brother at the time that my younger brother was It would be fair to say that George Whitten was a working
first appointed as head of the new marketing division in theelass hero, a boilermaker by trade and a unionist all his life.
Woods and Forests Department in 1970—or it might havéseorge went from the Islington railways to the ALP office
been a little earlier than that, | am not sure. At that time, myas an organiser in 1973 and had the great experience of
brother was a very young man and Mr Burdon befriended himvorking under Mick Young, who was the then State Secre-
because he had just arrived in Mount Gambier, and Mr Burtary for some 12 months.
don, being the member, was keen to see some progress madelt would also be reasonable to say that perhaps no other
in the way in which products of the Woods and ForestsState Secretary of the ALP, either in South Australia or
Department were properly sold; and | guess he was also keerationally, had quite the effect that Mick Young had in ALP
to see anyone who came to make their home in Mountircles, both in South Australia and at a national level, even
Gambier happily settle there. before he got into the parliament. But let me assure members
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that George was a wonderful person to be there with Mickl| arranged a public meeting to protest the appalling cuts to
because Mick was a big picture man and George Whitten wasducation funds by the then Minister for Education, Harold
certainly a person who was able to follow through some of\llison. George, as the local member, dutifully turned up and
the tasks that Mick so ably and superbly put in place. listened to my arguments, then gave a speech on behalf of the

George became State Secretary—he was a very goagbposition and engaged in debate about the issues of
Secretary—but he only had a short period of time because reglucation. So, | got to know him at that early stage, and |
entered parliament in 1975 as the member for Price anthought he was a very supportive and kindly local member.
served in here for approximately 10% years. UndoubtedlyThen, when my career followed his, to some extent (I became
George was all the things that have been said by all than organiser and then state secretary), George was frequently
people who have spoken before me. In some regards,there to advise me on how to do both those jobs and to tell me
suppose he was a little of what has been highlighted justzhen he thought | was doing them incorrectly or not with the
recently with respect to Gil Langley: George was an old-appropriate vigour. So, | appreciated his help from time to
fashioned, grassroots Labor member of parliament. time.

George took very sincerely and seriously his responsibili- | know that George had a very keen sense of Labor Party
ties as a local member of parliament. He was a great friendistory. He told me that once, when he was an organiser and
to allin his local community. He was a very popular memberthe party was shifting offices, the then secretary—I| am not
of parliament. He believed all through his life, either as asure whether it was David Combe or Mick Young or Howard
unionist, an official of the ALP or as a member of parliamentO’Neil—basically binned a whole lot of old documents going
that the best way to get results and the best way to get thindmck 40 or 50 years (all the party records and paraphernalia:
achieved was by working together with people. And workingit was just so much old trash), and George would go behind
together with people was George Whitten’s great hallmarithe scenes and try to gather much of it back to save it for
throughout his working life. posterity.

Upon retirement, George certainly continued on, as the An honourable member interjecting:
member for Hart and the member for Price have said, very Mr HILL: No, they were not burning—
seriously with his responsibilities as a member of the ALP.  An honourable member interjecting:

I well remember that George's retirement preceded my return Mr HILL: So, George had a very fine sense of Labor
from Kadina. When | came back from Kadina, | went to work Party history. He was a true member of the Labor Party all
for Mick Young, who was then a federal member of parlia-of his life. As members have said, he worked in the railway
ment. My responsibilities involved a number of tasks,workshop from, | think, about 1939 at Islington. He became
including campaigns, surveys, price watch, fundraisers—yos member of the Labor Party in 1949; he was an active
name it—and Mick was certainly a very active local memberimember of the Boilermakers and Blacksmiths Union before
of parliament in addition to his other responsibilities. it became the AMWU, which he subsequently joined; he was

George Whitten was always at the forefront. He neveparty organiser in 1973 and party secretary in 1974—he had
missed a local fundraiser or any campaign activity, not just much more rapid rise through the ranks than | experienced,
on election day but all the work that had to be done. In thos¢ can assure members; and he was the member for Price in
days, we did not have the advantages that we now enjoy with975 and was in that position until he retired in 1985. After
regard to current technology. A lot of what we take forhis retirement, as members have already said, he was an
granted used to be done by hand. George Whitten, his wifactive member of the Labor Party and, certainly, an active
and family were always present at working bees. They werenember of the association of retired members of this House:
wonderful supporters of Mick Young and the ALP, andhe was often seen in the rooms of this chamber and | know
George never forget his grassroots. that he treasured his friendship with former members, and

Approximately three weeks ago | attended Mrs Whitten’swith current members as well.
funeral, and little did | realise that this would come so | would like to read a couple of brief things which | think
quickly. It is a very sad event for us in the Labor Party,sum up George’s views. In his maiden speech, which was
because George Whitten really did show us all in those daysnade on 7 August 1975—and he was given the honour of
as a unionist, as an official of the ALP and then, following moving the Address in Reply to the governor's speech—he
that, by his great service to the local electorate and to thealked about the election campaign that had just been run and
ALP, what our responsibilities are as a member of parliamenhe was quite strong in his criticism of the other side and their
| think we take those on board very seriously. campaigning techniques. He spoke at length about the

George will be a role model not only for this parliamentimportance of the railway issue, because that was a central
but also for many members of parliament who come in aftefssue in the election campaign, and then he started to talk
us. | am proud on behalf of not only myself but also myabout socialism. He said:
family to say that George Whitten was a great personal friend - \ych has been said about socialism during the past few months.
who provided a lot of support and advice not only to MeL, 1 he went on to define it. He said:
personally but also to the ALP generally. It is a sad day for ) :

us all, and obviously | would like to extend my family’s Th_at includes the care of the sick, aged and_infirm; the provisi_on
sympathies to the Whitten family. of assistance to allow for the education of our children; the protection

that is provided for consumers with price control; the protection
L . against unfair practices; the subsidies on farm produce as applied to
Mr HILL (Kuarna): I join in the condolence motion to wheat, butter, sugar and so on; the provision of low cost housing and

both Allan Burdon and George Whitten’s families. | did not the assistance to the underprivileged. They are all forms of socialism
know Allan Burdon, either, so | will not talk about his life. SO | say, let us have much more socialism.
However, | would like to say a few things about Georgel think we know the kinds of views George had, and he kept
Whitten’s life. those views all of his life.

| first met George, | think, in 1980 or 1981 when, as a  On his retirement from parliament—and | thought this was
teacher at Woodville High School and as the local SAIT reptelling, also—George reflected on the fact that he was leaving



1916 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 3 July 2001

the House and, unlike so many members who, when themmembers of the Labor Party, if they wanted to listen to him,
leave parliament for one reason or another, are bitter aboabout the history and culture of the Labor Party and about the
the circumstances under which they leave, he was full ofimes in which he grew up.

praise for the party and for the person who was to follow him, | again would like to record my appreciation for George

who was Jack Wright. He said: Whitten and pass on my condolences to his family, as | do to
As far as | am concerned, the people of Price could have no bettéllan Burdon’s family also. Unfortunately, like the member

member. Jack has been a member of parliament for more th?r Lee, | did not have the opportunity to know Allan well—

10 years; he has been a minister of the Crown for five years; and, . . .
course, he has been an active member of the labour movement Fher than perhaps a fleeting opportunity to meet him

nearly 40 years. Having been a worker myself and having represerficcasionally. Because he was a country member, you did not
ed the interests of workers, both in the trade union movement ansiee him as often as you saw metropolitan members. However,

parliament, he has as good a grasp of the needs and wishes of thgm well aware of his contributions to the Labor Party in
people in a seat like Price. holding a seat such as Mount Gambier for many years. If we
So, generous to the end of his political career, he was a fingad not had the big march and protests against the Whitlam
Labor man and we will miss him very much. government in 1975, and the unpopularity of the federal
] _ Labor government at that time, | am sure that he would have
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Much has already been said maintained his seat in parliament and, unfortunately, from
about George’s history, so I will not recount it. I also would Harold Allison’s point of view, denied his chance of entering

like to express my sympathy and send my condolences s parliament for many years to come, had he had that
members of the Whitten family on the loss of George. I firstopportunity.

met George when he was an organiser in the ALP back in

1973. | joined the Labor Party as a 14 year old in 1966, and The SPEAKER: | thank those members who have made
in those days | was also a delegate at various times for my contripution to the debate this afternoon. | will ensure that
sub-branch. At that time, of course, we had the card vote in copy of theHansard is communicated to the families of our

the Labor Party and, as a delegate for the Torrens South sUymer colleagues. | ask all members to support the motion
branch (as I think it was) in those days, | believe | had 3 y standing in their places.

votes compared to the AWU, which had about 12 000 or so Motion carried by members standing in their places in

votes. So, that was the measure of my influence with respectI y 9 P

to the running of the Labor Party in terms of the card vote >!'€NCE-

Mr Whitten had no need, if you like, to seek to curry favour

or spend any time with a person who, at worst, could deliver

30 votes out of a card vote of, | think, about 160 000 votes.

| posed no particular threat—not that | was a threat to George NATIVE BIRDS

Whitten, because he was such a decent human being. B ) ) )
What | mean by that is that when | went to see him as a A Ppetition signed by 18 residents of South Australia,

rather young, callow, sub-branch secretary and delegate, théi@duesting that the House urge the government to repeal the

was no need for the officers to make appointments to see hirRfoclamation permitting the unlimited destruction by com-

as an organiser or state secretary. You walked in to Tragdgercial horticulturalists of protected native birds, was

Hall and it was, ‘Good day George’; ‘Good day Ralph. How Presented by the Hon. J.W. Olsen.

are you? Come in and have a bit of a talk.’ It was very Petition received.

informal. You did not have to worry about what you dis-

cussed with him. Whatever you discussed with him was held WANGANEEN, Mr G.

in confidence and, basically, | mainly sat in his office from

time to time and listened to the history of the Labor Party, A petition signed by 657 residents of South Australia,

rather than anything else, because he had been so much pafguesting that the House urge the government to establish

of the Labor Party, both as a party and as an industriahn inquiry into the death of Grant Wanganeen and review

movement, for so many years. police training, deployment and liaison procedures, was
| also want to pay regard to George for the time he spengresented by Ms Bedford.

asa member_ of parll_ament. He entered parliament and, again, petition received.

he could quite easily not have bothered two hoots with

someone like me. | was at that time only a junior official in

an unaffiliated union, still a sub-branch delegate, with a

handful of votes out of 160 000-odd card votes. There was no

need for him to extend the types of courtesies that he did nay,

just to me but to many other people in similar circumstancegm

What | always appreciated, and particularly when | becam

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, was that when you attende . .

sub-branch meetings—whether it be at Price or the Port Petition received.

Adelaide Federal Electorate Committee meetings at Port

Adelaide—you always saw George at those meetings, and he TOW TRUCK OPERATORS

would actively participate in the internal debates and affairs - ) ) ]

of the Labor Party. He was not someone who joined the A petition signed by 603 residents of South Australia,

Labor Party, participated in its affairs, became a member diequesting that the House urge the government to regulate the

parliament and then, upon retiring, disappeared off the scen@perations of tow truck operators in the Mount Gambier area,

He quite happily participated in fundraising activities after hewas presented by Mr McEwen.

had retired, and he also participated in talking to younger Petition received.

[Sitting suspended from 2.50 p.m. to 3.00 p.m.]

FIREWORKS

A petition signed by 71 residents of South Australia,
guesting that the House ban the personal use of fireworks
th the exception of authorised public displays, was
resented by Mr Hanna.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PAPERS TABLED

In reply toMs BEDFORD (31 May). : ; .

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: There is broad agreement that a The foIIowmg papers were laid on the table:
single 1800 entry point to accessing domestic violence services is BY the Premier (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—
needed by the South Australian community. Details of the implemen- Fees Regulation Act—Regulations—Water, Sewerage
tation are currently being finalised. Fees

The Department of Human Services (DHS) has been facilitating . . .
ongoing discussions between Domestic Violence Crisis Service, the BY the Minister for Primary Industries and Resources
Crisis Response and Child Abuse Service, and the Adelaide Centréfion. R.G. Kerin)—

Mission to develop a model incorporating the views and experiences Regulations under the following Acts—
of the key providers. Fisheries—

These discussions are proving constructive and it is anticipated Abalone Fees
that a pilot model and implementation timeframe will be developed Blue Crab Fees
by 1 July 2001. . o . Daily Limits

All agencies involved are committed to identifying a coordinated Fish Processor Deliveries
model which will provide a single 1800 number extending access for General Fees
the broadest range of people in the community affected by domestic Lakes and Coorong Fees
violence. This will include improved access for country callers Marine Scale Fish Fees
particularly women requiring the expertise of the crisis service that Miscellaneous Fees
are currently required to ring a normal telephone service at STD Prawn Fees
rates. Development of protocols, standards and operating procedures River Fishery Fees
to enable the application of such a model are being discussed. Rock Lobster Fees

Further information will be available following the completion Primary Industry Funding Schemes—
of the pilot. A review is inappropriate at this time. Langhorne Creek Wine

Riverland Wine

By the Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
Inreply toMr LEWIS (15 May). Brown)—
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Branched broomrape first came to the : -
attention of government in 1992. At that point surveys suggested the Regsjelsg%nsr#gr%ithe following Acts—
spread of branched broomrape was quite limited and the Animal and Envipronmental Significance
Plant Control Commission (APCC) instigated a program of Extension of Systgem Improvement
eradication. A ! -
National funding was obtained for an enlarged eradication M egi'é“’;'gﬁgﬁg{)ﬁ%ﬁ:&"&gfxwns'on
program in 1999. Part of this program called for an extended survey Motor Vehicles—National Consistenc
outside the known areas of branched broomrape at that time. Road Traffic— y
During these surveys it was discovered that the spread of Dictionary Variation
branched broomrape was more extensive than anticipated. The Miscellanyeous Definitions
strategically sound decision was made to set aside the eradication Standard Conditions
objective until evidence could be gathered about the spread of Vehicle Standard Rule—Steerin
branched broomrape across Australia, as well as the quarantine area, South Australian Co-operative and %ommunit
to make an informed decision about its management. Housing P Yy
Procedures, including quarantine, were set in place to both . A
contain branched broomrape and maintain national and international ggmi?csmﬁvgsegrlit&éﬁpl|cat|on
market confidence in the quality of a broad range of produce. . L
This market assurance applies to not only produce from the South Australian Health Commission—Fees
branched broomrape area but also to international marketing of By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H.

BRANCHED BROOMRAPE

Australian produce. Armitage)—

Surveys to determine the presence of branched broomrape can . . o
only %e undertaken in spring when flowering heads are above Regﬂgﬁg?fggnmgrné}le:tlgsatleé:ncllr?]?r?iggigrqgrngr%%rlgee
ground. ; ,

Extensive surveys of South Australia undertaken by the De- Ombudsman and Ombudsman—Telephone Rental and
partment of Primary Industries and Resources (PIRSA) and APCC Calls Allowance )
staff and surveys of high risk properties by Natural Resources and ~ Regulations under the following Acts—
Environment in Victoria only discovered branched broomrape Oc%rgﬁgg%aérﬂ%atlrt&tﬁizty and Welfare—
around the existing quarantine area. .

PIRSA and national bodies concerned with this problem are Sewerage—Connection and Other Charges
reasonably confident that branched broomrape is confined to this Waterworks—Charges

region of Australia. To date branched broomrape infestations of 1300 By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
hectares have been discovered in 17,000 hectares of paddock on J(?—Qon. M.R. Buckby)—

properties. /
All the properties are within a 70 km x 70 km area adjacent RESI Corporation Charter—June 2001
Murray Bridge. Preparations are under way for the spring surveys Regulations under the following Acts—
of quarantined and linked properties. Public Corporations—Bio Innovation SA
The national decision making groups involved with branched Public Finance and Audit—TABCO
broomrape required a certain amount of information about the spread Superannuation—Revised

of this weed before they could make an informed decision at a By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. I.F.
national level. LF

The national policy, adopted by ARMCANZ at its March Evans)—
meeting, is to support an eradication program, recognising this is a Regulations under the following Acts—

long term objective. Associations Incorporation—Law Modifications

This decision takes into consideration the threat that branched Building Work Contractors—Exemptions
broomrape is to both production and marketing of Australian Co-operatives—Corporations Law
produce. The program will be continually reviewed. Corporations (Ancillary Provisions)—Reference

All states and the commonwealth have contributed to a branched Emergency Services Funding—Remissions
broomrape eradication program by providing a total of over Environment Protection—Water
$1.9 million for the next financial year. The Grain Research Land and Business (Sale and Conveyancing)—Acting
Development Committee is supporting applied research projects by for Parties

contributing $930,000 over the next three financial years. Legal Practitioners—Commonwealth Act
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Liquor Licensing—Dry Areas—Meningie who have generously left their bodies for medical research,
Real Property—Stamp Duties _ and will medical schools be included in the inquiry by the
?ﬁj‘;‘igte)fn](jsp')%";gtrgat'on Agents—Auditor Solicitor-General, Brad Selway? The minister would be
Rules of Court— aware that community-minded citizens generously leave their
District Court—Custody bodies and organs to university medical schools for research
Magistrates Court (Civil)—E-mail and for the surgical training of medical students. | understand
SUFKe";.e ci_ourt— that, at the conclusion of 12 months, the families of persons
CngIg?alt(i)(;]nSS Law Rules 2000 (South Australia)— who have donated their remains to medical research are
Review Amendments offered the opportunity of a service and burial for the
Supreme Court Criminal—Custody deceased at the university’s expense. Considering the recent
By the Minister for Water Resources (Hon. M.K. _controversies, far_nilies want assurances that t_he _entire process
Brindal)— is conducted ethically and with th(_a utmost dignity.
Water Resources Act—Regulations—Murray Plan TheHon. DE.AN BRO\.NN (Minister for Human
Extension Services): The issues raised are of grave concern to the
By the Minister for Employment and Training (Hon. M.k, Proader community and they are major issues. The leader has
Brindal)— raised an interesting point, and | will touch on ;hat_ ina
. . - moment, in terms of what occurs where consent is given. |
Vocsgggal Egggatuon Employment and Training Board— \ve |ooked at the consent form as agreed which was

. . introduced in this state in 1990. That consent form is

M B% the Minister for Minerals and Energy (Hon. W.A. raa50nably detailed in terms of the person who is giving
atthew)— _ consent to ensure that they have the appropriate authorisation

Gas Act—Regulations—Codes. and, in fact, that they are the appropriate next of kin. In many
cases, at least since 1990, consent has been given. However,

BODY ORGANSAND TISSUE in relation to the more recent allegations, a lot of the concern
arises, consent having been given, about what happened to
some of the organs and tissues after the burial. They are some
Leave granted. of the issues that need to be looked at, and they are being

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Following my advice to the looked at specifically in terms of allegations. They are much

parliamentary estimates committee last week concerning tjﬁrg?edﬁélesdssuteosggE::tozi?(;jetrgglg eﬁ%m?ﬁ% taiﬂf[jol tﬁgllg\i/:ctga—u
retention of body organs and tissue, | have received new al P P

separate allegations concerning practices in the retention @On' The leader raised the issue as to whether Brad Seiway

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

body organs and tissues. The allegations were very sefio C was specifically investigating that issue; the answer is no.

indeed and, following receipt of them, | consulted the
Attorney-General and the Crown Solicitor.

Following those discussions, | asked the SoIicitor-GeneraE
Mr Brad Selway QC, to undertake a full investigation into . ;
these allegations. He will take evidence in confidence tglmders Medl_cal Centre. . .
determine whether, in the light of these allegations, there has When talklr!g to the media earlier today, I _ra|sed these
been a possible breach of law, a breach of medical ethics gpry Important ISsues. Although consentis one Issue, and has
abreach of the Public Sector Management Act. The Solicitor: een reasonably well dealt with, | believe that consent forms

General will report to me as soon as possible on whetheghould be further refined and, in fact, that was one of the
issues that | raised last week, wherein | have asked the

there is substance to the allegations and whether there is look at th ¢ . d o
need for a fuller inquiry. | will keep the House informed. epartment to look at that consent form again and cover it in
more detail, perhaps including greater explanation so that
PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE people signing the consent form have a far clearer under-
standing of what may happen to the tissues or organs after

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | bring up the 153rd report of consent has been given for their use. It may be that we need
the committee, on the Bionomics Limited Research Laborato differentiate as to the type of use for which consent has

tory and Office Facilities—Status Report, and move: been given. Let us face it, there are many people, and a
That the report be received. growing number of people, in the community who decide to

Mot ied donate their organs—maybe to help another person—and that
otion carried. is very valuable indeed in relation to kidney and corneal
. . transplants, and so on. The government has been actively
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (D Premier): | move: . ;
eno G (Deputy Premier) ove encouraging that donation of organs so that they can be used
for medical purposes, particularly to donate to other people.

e is specifically investigating allegations which have been
made or which may include the two universities in those
roader allegations, because there is a very close interface
etween the universities, the Royal Adelaide Hospital and the

That the report be published.

Motion carried. There is the issue of autopsy and how it interfaces with
any requirements and investigations involving the Coroner.
QUESTION TIME These are very profound and significant issues that, | think
it is fair to say, have been inadequately addressed throughout
BODY ORGANSAND TISSUE the whole of Australia and, | suspect, in other countries as

well. Certainly, some of the practices that have been re-

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Is  vealed—and some go back a number of years—are unaccept-
the Minister for Human Services satisfied that appropriateble and unsatisfactory and should not be allowed to con-
ethical protocols are in place at medical schools to cover thénue. | suspect that many of those practices no longer
surgical use and eventual disposal of the remains of persoesntinue—and | hope that none of them continue. That is
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partly what the examination and investigation by Braddise export growth was 26 per cent. In the month of April,
Selway is about, because that is certainly what some of theational exports fell by 3.3 per cent, whereas they increased
allegations involved. by 2.9 per cent in South Australia. Growth continues to be

I think we need to clearly understand that, first, there is amigh in two key industry areas. In the 12 months, wine is up
investigation specifically into issues surrounding certair24 per cent to $1.07 billion, and, importantly, cars and car
allegations that have been made (and I will leave that to Bragarts are up 50 per cent to $1.3 billion.
Selway QC, the Solicitor-General, to deal with) and the Whatis particularly noticeable over the longer term is the
subsequent issues about whether the consent form is adard evidence in the changed composition of South Aust-
equate; secondly, consent having been given, whether thielia’s exports to transforming our economy. Manufactured
people concerned are appropriately informed and understamports are now 71 per cent of all exports at $5.54 billion.
the purpose for which consent has been given; and, thirdly,ess than five years ago (1995-96), they were only 61 per
consent having been given and the knowledge and undegent. This represents more than a doubling of dollar value of
standing of the person concerned clarified, whether thenanufactured exports over that time.
medical profession has clear standards and ethics as to what Total exports have now more than doubled under the
to do with organs or tissues that may be retained beyond thgovernment. The 1993-94 figure was $3.89 billion. In the last
burial or cremation of the body. three years, growth has accelerated substantially with 57 per

They are the issues that now need to be dealt with. | assuent growth since 1997-98. Export figures follow the latest
members of the House that we are dealing with those issue8ccess Economics business outlook report released this
Some of them are being dealt with nationally, and certainlyveek, which shows that South Australia has been the fastest
we are dealing with them in South Australia as well. We havegrowing state in the nation in the past 12 months. That is
set up—and | mentioned this to the estimates committee—amportant to emphasise, because it really does demonstrate
ethics committee within the Department of Human Servicesthe contrast between the economic circumstances today and
and one of the matters with which they are dealing is this veryhose we inherited in 1993. South Australia has been the
issue. | highlight that this is an issue of which the broadefastest growing state in the nation in the past 12 months. That
community must have some understanding and in which is an undisputable fact.

must be involved in any decisions that are finally taken. We are now an investment destination and our existing
industries are more export focused than they have ever been.
STATE ECONOMY That translates into jobs, long-term jobs, with security. That

is why we have had this focus on developing and expanding
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Premier inform  an export culture. Access Economics, which generally has
the House of the latest assessments of South Australiaffeen a bit short of the mark when assessing South Australia’s
economy and how the State’s economy has performed duringiccess, notes that there are important positives looking
the national economic slowdown of the past six monthsahead. | mention that simply because they have had to
particularly with reference to the performance of the state’sipgrade their forecasts once or twice a year to bring their
exports? figures up to date with the performance of the South Aust-
TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): We have seen in ralian economy. But there are important positives looking
recent months very good economic data indicating the growthhead.
of the South Australian economy, and only yesterday the They nominate the Adelaide to Darwin railway, increased
Advertiser reported that, based on Access Economics andefence spending, increased wine crops, gas exploration and
ABS figures, we clearly are outperforming every other statehe federal tax changes that should help new car sales, in
in Australia. Further to those reports, in the last 24 hours thgarticular helping Mitsubishi to secure its future. Much has
latest export figures have been released. Not only do theyhanged in the course of the last eight years. Much has
continue the recent economic good news but also they shoghanged for the economy. We are now back on the radar
that our export growth is not only spectacularly high but itscreen for private sector investment.
also continues to accelerate. Starting this week, businesses in the state also will enjoy
Over the last seven or eight years, the government has hak largest payroll tax cuts in this state’s history. Starting on
adeliberate policy of developing an export culture and focud July, the budget measures see the rate cut from 6 per cent
through our trade missions and offices overseas; and througb 5.75 per cent, a saving of $24.5 million to business over
export facilitation programs and support within the Souththe coming year. That comes on top of the savings and
Australian economy through Department of Industry ancbenefits of $108 million in a full year as a result of
Trade and relevant other agencies such as Primary IndustriggorkCover savings.
and others, we have attempted to grow the export markets Again, this underscores how sound financial management
from our state. creates the climate for jobs; it creates the climate for South
In the 12 months to April, South Australia’s overseasAustralians to grasp their opportunities. The leadership that
merchandise exports grew by 29 per cent to $7.81 billion. Nohas been put in place in developing export focus to create a
only did our merchandise exports grow in that 12 months butliversified economy, to underpin financial growth and
every successive 12 month period is also setting a new recondvestment in our state, is delivering jobs for South Aust-
for export levels. It was not until last financial year ralians, because that is how we have been able to strip some
(1999-2000) that exports topped $6 billion for the first time.5 per cent off the unemployment queues in this state. We are
Now, 12 months later in 2000-01, it looks as though they willnow within .5 per cent of the national figure, something that
make $8 billion. was only a goal or a dream some five to eight years ago.
Growth experience in 1999-2000 was 14.1 per cent; imhose circumstances do not happen overnight without good
calendar year 2000, 17.5 per cent; and 29 per cent in the yepolicy settings being put in place.
to April 2001. We are also outstripping national export What we are seeing is the result of some difficult deci-
growth again. In the 12 months to April, national merchan-sions, right and responsible decisions being putin place, and
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the benefits rolling out for the South Australian community. TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
At the end of the line, the benefits are jobs for more SouttBervices): In the coming year, we will invest significant

Australians and greater job security. resources in ensuring that we continue to make improvements
in information technology within the Department of Human
BODY ORGANS AND TISSUE Services and, particularly, in the health care area. | thank the

member for Waite for this important question. It was an issue

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human  that came up on many occasions during the estimates
Services detail to the parliament the allegations aboutommittees. In fact, the member for Elizabeth raised the issue
autopsies and body parts that he has referred to the Solicitdir a number of questions. | was amazed to find that she
General and say what are the terms of reference for this nesppeared to take the view of a troglodyte and was saying that
investigation, and will the minister give an undertaking towe should not spend any money at all.
release the Solicitor-General's report? These allegations are Membersinterjecting:
reported to be of grave concern to the community and are so The Hon. DEAN BROWN: She was arguing the case that
serious that the minister has said that he will not rule out gve should not spend any money at all in terms of information
royal commission. technology within the health sector. Here is a department with

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  abudget of $2 700 million and she did not want money spent,
Services): | will deal one by one with each of those three or for instance, on OACIS, which has already been trialled for
four questions. As to whether | will outline to the House thea number of years in the renal units and has worked very
exact allegations, no, | will not. It is inappropriate to do so foreffectively indeed. It links both the public hospitals and the
several reasons. First, it may prejudice the inquiry itselfprivate hospitals and it gives the clinicians timely information
Secondly, there are individuals named in the allegations angbout their patients. The national committee on quality
it would be inappropriate therefore to reveal those names.dhaired by Professor Baraclough said that better information
have handed to the Solicitor-General the full letter that wasechnology on patients was the biggest single area where
given to me by the person who raised the allegations, andiinprovement could be made in quality of health care, yet
have asked him to complete the investigation as soon aturing the estimates committees the member for Elizabeth
possible. argued against this very line.

As | have indicated in my ministerial statement to the Last week, while visiting Port Augusta, | went to Pika
House this afternoon, the Solicitor-General will look atWiya, which is the Aboriginal health service. | was very
whether there is substance behind the allegations and, if theirapressed, indeed, to see the extent to which they are using
is, he may well recommend a further in-depth inquiry orvery simple computer technology to ensure that they now
investigation, depending on the nature of the potentiabrovide much more effective services to a large number of
concerns that are raised. | have highlighted that it may bedditional clients within that health service. They provide
legal issues, it may be medical ethics issues or it may be iaformation across a whole range of areas, including pro-
breach of the Public Sector Management Act that may weljrams concerning diabetes, nutrition, baby care, child care
decide the nature of any further investigation. and other general health issues.

In terms of making available the Solicitor-General's report OACIS will have a huge impact on the quality of health
at the end of this, that would again depend on what hé&are within our hospital systems, because it will mean that,
recommends. If he recommends a further investigation antr the first time, across the public hospitals, and ultimately
if, in fact, some of the material in his report would prejudiceacross private hospitals if they choose to participate, timely
any further investigation, then, clearly, it would be inappro-information will be available, particularly when a patient
priate to undertake one. However, the Solicitor-General is theomes in who previously has been in that hospital or in some
most senior lawyer in this state and is independent of thether hospital and received some medication. It will be one
government of the day, and | will seek his advice and take hiway of very quickly checking what medication that patient
advice. | want the report to be as wide as possible to ensurgay be taking and making sure that, if a new prescription is
that the public understands what is being investigated, eto:gquired, there is no conflict between the new prescription
and what the findings are, but at the same time it is importarnd the existing medication. That is one of the areas where
to protect natural justice and any further investigation thaproblems occur, particularly as so many different medications
may be undertaken. Therefore, | assure the honourabRre now available.
member that | will take advice from the Solicitor-Generalin ~ This year, we are also putting funds into a wide area
terms of the exact nature of the investigation or the findingshetwork. The wide area network links the Housing Trust
| am happy to release details of my letter to the Solicitor-offices back to the head office, and it links together the
General which formally commissions him in this investiga-Family and Youth Service offices back to regional head
tion. offices, or regional offices and the head office. We are also

doing it with community health. Within the human services
HEALTH CARE area, we probably have the least developed information
technology system of any government department: we have

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My questionis also  been spending less than 1 per cent on information technology.
directed to the Minister for Human Services. Could thel should have thought there would be applause for the fact
minister inform the House how quality in health care will that we are trying to link the offices together and provide
benefit from increased investment in information technology®mely information. Through doing so, we have found that we
Each of our hospitals has within it a research and developare able to service a significantly increased number of people.
ment centre of excellence, sometimes of international One piece of technology that we have tried in this area is
standing. These centres are, | understand, breaking nemhat is called thin client technology. This technology has
ground in medical science but also provide vital support tdeen operating in the Housing Trust, where there are 650
services. terminals all linking into the main computer. About 450 of
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those terminals are what they describe as dumb terminals, aimestigation as it relates to the national electricity market. As
the other 200 are PCs. With respect to the dumb terminal, thehave indicated to the House on previous occasions, the
software is downloaded every time it is switched on, so at thenarket as it was modelled is not acting and responding as all
beginning of the day one would download the software. Wehought it would. With the support of New South Wales,
have found that we are able to reduce the capital costs Upueensland and Victoria, for the first time since the advent
front very substantially. We are also able to reduce the annualf the market, the states and territories have moved to regain
operating costs. In fact, we are saving about $1 200 for eversome control and policy direction over the market. | make
seat in terms of operating costs each year and, at the sarti&t point, because Liberal and Labor governments are at one
time, we have found that the breakdowns and the down timi relation to getting some policy control and direction of this
of the terminals has been reduced to virtually zero instead oharket.
a much higher figure if PCs were involved. Whether the assets are in private or government hands, the
We are also finding that the client is very happy indeednational market as it is today is not working and is having
It is called thin client technology because it is cheaper angimilar implications in the various states. Last month’s
very efficient. In fact, our site here at the South AustralianPremiers’ Conference established a national review of the
Housing Trust is now one of the key reference points formarket and the creation of a ministerial council to oversee the
various companies around the world that come here and lodkeview of the operation of the market. Atthe COAG meeting
at this technology. We are now running out this thin clientl made it clear, and Queensland Labor Premier Beattie held
technology in the community health area, in the FAYS area similar view, that | am not prepared to recommit South
and in the Housing Trust area, and it has been widehAustralia to the contestable time frame which will see
applauded by the staff. | highlight that all of this is aboutresidential consumers come onto the national market in
delivering better services, more timely services and mordanuary 2003. Last week the council met for the first time

services to the public. and, again, with South Australia’s urging, agreed to set
a September deadline on the decision for the interconnection
BODY ORGANS AND TISSUE between South Australia and New South Wales. Just as

importantly, a November deadline for a decision has been set

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Following the announcement on the Snowy to Victoria interconnector. That is important
by the Minister for Human Services that his department ando bring additional generating capacity into Victoria.
the Solicitor-General had moved to secure and protect Last week we had some welcome news. The national
evidence at all hospitals and the IMVS, can the ministeelectricity market company NEMMCO indicated that South
guarantee that no records have been destroyed since issugsstralia should have enough power supply to avoid supply
about the inappropriate removal and retention of organs anglated blackouts this coming summer. That is important,
tissues were raised earlier this year? because NEMMCO also indicated that even if only half the

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  proposed extra generating projects are completed, there
Services): | cannot give guarantees about any document oshould still be enough reserve power capacity for the coming
something that may have been destroyed since the beginnisgmmer, despite the fact that we are seeing an escalation in
of this year. Some of those matters relate to issues now beirgectricity demand. As our economy grows and expands, the
investigated by the Solicitor-General. However, | can indicatelemand increases and in some instances we have seen a
that, before announcing yesterday the investigation by thurfold increase in the demand for electricity in our market-
Solicitor-General, | took the advice of the Crown Solicitor place. In that respect we are accelerating at a faster rate than
and the Solicitor-General to make sure that we moved tother states of Australia. In one context, itis a good problem
protect specimens, records and tissues. to have. In fact, NEMMCO reported that enough reserves are

We issued an instruction to all the incorporated Healttalready in place for the combined Victorian and South
Commission bodies and the IMVS. | met last night on otherAustralian regions up to mid January 2002, even if no new
matters with the CEOs and chairs of the major hospitals. Thaeneration is commissioned in this time.
was the first issue | raised with them to make sure they As | have indicated, the good news was highlighted by the
secured it, and they were moving to do so. Therefore, th&lRG Flinders announcement that it will spend more than
government has certainly considered this issue. We saw it 8100 million to extend the life of the 240 megawatt Playford
an important issue and once the investigation was announc@dwer station at Port Augusta beyond 2004. Not only will
we moved to protect those documents, records and specimeihgt expenditure mean underpinning that generating capacity,

as quickly as possible. but jobs will also be created in the construction and installa-
tion phase. That will have beneficial spin-offs for not only the
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY Port Augusta community but also for fabrication, construction

and employment within the South Australian economy. Also,
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier update a $12 million to $13 million upgrade of South Australia’s
the House on recent significant announcements and decisiogfctricity equipment such as transformers and fuses is well
on South Australia’s electricity and gas supply, particularlyunder way and will be completed before the summer period.
the decision of AGL to build a powerhouse at Hallett and the  The Minister for Minerals and Energy has indicated that
$160 million NRG Flinders investment at Port Augusta? Duke Energy and GPU Gas Net have formed an alliance to
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | thank the member build a 670 kilometre natural gas pipeline from Victoria to
for his question. | know of his particular interest because oSouth Australia, and that brings extra competition into the
the substantial generating facilities in his electorate. No doubrharketplace. The key fuel source for our electricity genera-
he would have been delighted to see the announcement lign is gas. Having a competitive gas supply in the future will
NRG recently of the $100 million plus additional expendituregive confidence for investment, for additional base load
in Port Augusta. As a result of the COAG meeting recentlygenerating capacity, and will also lead to more efficient fuels
we were able to secure a number of key points for furtheand greenhouse friendly electricity generation in our state.
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South Australia has been proactive in dealing with this An honourable member interjecting:

issue broadly on two fronts: by taking the national market Mr SCALZI: You can't help yourself, can you? Will the
head on and calling for policy oversight, management andinister advise as to the relative performance of WorkCover?
some restructuring; and by actively encouraging extra TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
generation and interconnection into the state, and in two yearsent Enterprises): | thank the member for Hartley for his
we have overseen a 30 per cent growth in electricity capacitguestion relating to WorkCover, which is obviously of
in our state. That, coupled with other investments on thenormous interest to both industry and workers. The recent
horizon, clearly indicates that the market, immature as it iperformance of WorkCover is stellar and can be summarised
today, is starting to respond to the market trends and oppoas a $108 million reduction in costs to business and a fully-

tunities for tomorrow. funded scheme, which is extremely important in today’s
context. Also, there are clear and very innovative public
BODY ORGANS AND TISSUE information and education campaigns backed up by grants

aimed quite specifically at preventing workplace injury, and
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to they have indeed been successful in that they have led to
the Minister for Human Services. What were the terms ofewer workplace injuries. In fact, there has been a 20 per cent
reference for the investigation conducted earlier this year byeduction in total claims in the last five years, despite the fact
the minister's department into the collection and retention othat the labour work force has increased by 10 per cent. That
organs which was revealed in the estimates committee lagf a very important figure: a 20 per cent reduction in total
week? Is the minister satisfied that that investigation accuelaims, despite the fact that the number of potential claimants
rately reflected on practices in South Australian hospitals anHas grown by 10 per cent.
institutions, and will the minister now release any report of  astly, itis important to acknowledge that it has a benefit
that investigation? structure system that is recognised as one of the most
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  generous in the country, with relatively high levels of
Services): The honourable member needs to appreciate thaintitements payable for longer duration in South Australia
there have been a number of different investigations. Somian for other schemes. Clearly, that means that employers
of those arose from letters that were sent to me after this issesd employees are benefiting from WorkCover's very
was raised in New South Wales and overseas. Basically, aftpositive outlook at the moment.
it became a public issue in New South Wales, a number of However, | detect a cloud on the horizon; that cloud looks
people raised issues with me, so we asked for an investigatiao me as if members opposite increasingly would want to
on each of the cases that came up. | also asked the departmémilow their colleagues down disastrous paths for WorkCover
to determine whether organs and tissues were being heitthey were to take their lead from interstate colleagues. On
where consent had not been obtained—that was my specifiBC radio on 28 June, the member for Lee was asked the
request—and the department prepared a reply for me on thalirect question: would Labor increase the WorkCover
In terms of some of the specific letters that were receivegremiums. The member for Lee’s answer was, ‘No, not
and where | asked investigations to be carried out, some afecessarily” The member for Lee, because he is nodding, has
those were ongoing for quite some time because a number @fentified the potential for increased WorkCover premiums
answers came back but that left further questions that had tonder a potential Labor government. It was not a slip of the
be answered as to what had occurred with some of the orgatengue or something that the member for Lee regretted:
that had been retained and whether consent had beeather, itis actually part of one of the as yet unheard policies.
obtained. Members must appreciate that some of these casBss sent a shudder through the business community because
go back a number of years, one in particular being 15 oincreased WorkCover costs would actually lead to an increase
16 years ago, and the records for this involved hospitals thait liability and threaten the very basis of the WorkCover
no longer exist. We have seen the merger of the Adelaidscheme.
Children’s Hospital and the Queen Victoria Hospital into the ~ As we speak, that situation is very real for members of the
Women's and Children’s Hospital since then, and that hasmployer and employee communities in the Labor states on
made it all the more difficult to identify where the records our eastern seaboard. In Victoria, under the Bracks Labor
might be and what information is available in those recordsgovernment, employer levies have increased by almost 17 per
A number of different investigations were undertaken anccent. The Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
some of them are still under way at present. There was ndddustry has estimated that this increased impost on Victorian
just one major investigation, there was a series of investigagmployers will result in up to 5 000 job losses. Well, that is
ions, and | am sure that, because of the nature of this, neterrific policy, Mr Bracks!
requests will come in and further investigations will get under  Mr Foley interjecting:
way. The issue that was raised yesterday concerned specific The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Hart! The House
allegations that were made and, because of the nature of thogél come back to order.
allegations, | asked for a formal inquiry through the Solicitor- TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: With the reintroduction
General. In terms of the matter the honourable member h&¥ common law claims and an increase in claims liability, the
raised, | stress the fact that there have been a number Wfctorian scheme’s unfunded liability has blown out to
personalised investigations and the specific request was ma8ié.1 billion, and that is a funding ratio of 81 per cent
as to whether organs were being held for which consent hagpmpared to our fully-funded position. This is the stark
not been obtained. contrast facing employees in Victoria and is one of which the
member for Lee is in favour. Under the Carr Labor
WORKCOVER government, a similar situation can be seen in New South
Wales, where the unfunded liability is $1.6 billion.
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is directed to the As | pointed out, WorkCover in South Australia is in a
Minister for Government Enterprises. rosy state. It has good prevention programs; it has high
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benefits to employees; and it has just given a reduction toesource for South Australians and we are committed to
employers so that they can invest in new plant, employ morensuring all the state’s water resources are managed in a well
people and grow their businesses. The future under that sarbnsidered, coordinated and sustainable manner. In particular,
of a regime looks positive for WorkCover, provided careful,our leading edge knowledge in wetlands creation and aquifer
prudent, sensible management continues to balance finely terage and recovery is beginning to deliver real benefits for

interest of the employers and the employees. the community. Last week | went to Northgate (which |
believe is in the member for Ross Smith’s electorate) to
HINDMARSH SOCCER STADIUM launch the latest ASR development—
" The Hon. R.L. Brokenshire interjecting:
TheHon. M.D. RANN (L eader of the Opposition): Will TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: They were confident that

the Speaker tell the House whether the motion passed by thigey would vote for him at the next election, so | am not sure;
House on 28 November last year—that the Auditor-General's think it is the new electorate. This project, which will
report into the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium project will benarness the equivalent of 110 Olympic size swimming pools
published and distributed upon presentation to the Speaker4f water each winter for reuse during the hotter months, is
remains valid in the future when parliament is not sitting,p5cked by the Port Adelaide Enfield Council and A.V. Jen-
including after the parliament is prorogued and, if necessarnnings, and drew upon the expertise and knowledge of the
during the next state election? , Department of Water Resources. Through it, winter storm-
The SPEAKER: | have a view on it at the moment. | \yater is filtered through a series of five wetlands before being
would rather give it some thought. | will come back to thejnjected back more than 90 metres to the aquifer below. A
House after | research it. | am particularly concerned with thyymper of innovative smaller scale stormwater source control
leader’s reference to the period after parliament is prorogueghojects have also been built, including the environmentally
and want to give him a correct response. | will take advicgyriendly car park and ASR schemes for St Elizabeth Church
and come back to the House at the earliest opportunity. 5t Oaklands Park, the launch of which | believe the Premier
SUPERANNUATION FUNDS MANAGEMENT and In Elgigi%féggt?r:éght attended.
CORPORATION TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: My department is also

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): My question is directed to the investigating a number of innovative policy concepts with the

Premier. Has the Superannuation Funds ManagemeHPtem'al of helping local government increase the re-use of

Corporation of South Australia contributed any moneywater in building developments and in reducing flooding

whatsoever to the development work being undertaken o
The OId Treasury Buildings?

TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | will have to seek
an answer to the question, which | will do, and I will bring
back a reply to the member as soon as possible.

plotential.

Last week—and | come to the interjection—I had a
meeting with the chief executive officers of the cities of
Adelaide, West Torrens, Burnside and Mitcham to discuss
flooding events in Unley in recent months which also have
consequences for neighbouring councils. Unfortunately, the

MOTOROLA Unley CEO was overseas, so he was an apology. The meeting
followed the formation of the State Flood Plain Management

Mr CONLON (Elder): Will the Premier commit to Committee which, among other things, will clarify the roles
releasing the Clayton inquiry report into the Motorola affairand responsibilities of the various parties, be they state or
within 24 hours of its being received by the Attorney- local government, catchment authorities or other authorities,
General, whether or not parliament is sitting, whether or not? flood prevention and mitigation. The committee has
parliament has been prorogued and whether or not it is duringlready had two meetings and a number of working groups
the period of the state election campaign? have also been set up. . .

TheHon. JW. OL SEN (Premier): All the reports will The Patawalonga catchment board is also taking a lead
be out in the public arena well before the election campaigfole in funding a review of the 1984 flood management plan,
because it is March next year—it is not September as thand flood risk mapping work is being undertaken and will be

opposition is trying to pump up. completed late in the year.
Members interjecting: Mr Clarke interjecting: _
The SPEAKER: Order! The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Ross Smith!
Mr Foley interjecting: TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: This study is vital given the
The SPEAK ER: Order. the member for Hart! enormous changes that have occurred in the catchment since
Members interjecting: ’ the mid-80s, including changes to run-off higher up in the
The SPEAKER: Order! council catchment because of urban infill and changes to the
Members interjecting: drainage networks undertaken by councils. The updated flood
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest members come to risk mapping report will provide vital information that will
order! enable us to develop a master drainage plan to address all
flooding issues right across the Patawalonga catchment. As
WASTE WATER | said earlier, the flooding problems experienced in January

and last month are substantially broader than the situation
TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Minister  involving just the Unley area, and in fact it is a matter of
for Water Resources advise the House of the action that thgreat concern to the downstream West Torrens council area.
government is taking to both harness and make better use Biowever, | am confident that, with a concerted joint ap-
treated waste water and storm water in South Australia? proach, my department and the government, together with
TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water local government, can put to use much of this valuable water
Resources): This government recognises water as a vitalresource which on occasions has caused so much damage.
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FISHERIESPOLICY DIRECTOR and Fibre, that it was the intention of both the CEO, Dennis
Mutton, and the minister to engage an external, independent
MsHURLEY (Deputy L eader of theOpposition): My  consultant to lead a broad-ranging and comprehensive review
guestion is directed to the Minister for Primary Industries.of the state’s fruit fly program for both the Mediterranean and
During estimates, in answer to a question about the appointhe Queensland fruit flies. Mr Windle also reported not only
ment of a fisheries policy director, one of the minister’s staffthat the consultant would lead the review process but that the
said that both major fishing industry bodies in South Aust-community reference panel—a stakeholder reference panel—
ralia are represented on the interview panel for that positiorwould also be established. Can the minister outline the
Can the minister advise the composition of that interviewprocess undertaken to engage a consultant and say who the
panel? successful independent consultant is; how much has been
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): Thatwasthe budgeted for this review; the terms of reference; the expected
advice given by the officers on the day. As the membecompletion date of the review; and the members of the
probably knows, the appointment of executive directorcommunity stakeholders reference group?
within departments is a matter for the CEO and ministers are The CHAIRMAN: Order! | advise the House that, on

not to interfere. questions without notice, it is usual to ask one question. The
chair is tolerant of perhaps one, two or three questions, but
EXPORTS, RURAL AND REGIONAL a question such as that would be far better being put on

notice.

MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Can the Deputy Premier ~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Minister for Primary Indust-
outline to the House the significance of South Australia'sries and Resources): | thank the member for an important
rural and regional areas in achieving continued economiguestion. Obviously, it was a very detailed question, and |
success for the state, particularly in terms of export growthiill get that information. The consultant has been appointed,

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): Certainly the  and I will obtain the name for the member: | knew it a couple
member for Flinders’ beloved Eyre Peninsula is making af weeks ago but | do not want to make a mistake, as she
major contribution to the export growth that the Premierwould understand. We would like to have the report and start
outlined in reply to the first question today. The exportmoving by the end of August so that measures are well and
performance for the last 12 months to the end of April hagruly in place by next year. But, basically, we want to have
been outstanding, and we are all proud of the contributiom good look at all the operations as they have taken place in
that regional areas have actually made to that performancehe past. We want to take the whole operation apart, have a
Once again, the wine industry is the star act, achievingook at the world’s best way of doing a lot of the fruit fly
another 24 per cent increase over the 12 months. It is reallyork, fit sterile Mediterranean fruit fly into the program to
bringing a lot of prosperity to many regions within the state try to reduce the amount of spraying, and look at education
Added to that are the contributions made by some othesind communication—the whole box and dice. We need to
industries, such as the meat industry, which is up by 56 peteep South Australia free from Mediterranean fruit fly—there
cent—a real recovery; wheat, up by 25 per cent; wool, up bys no doubt about that—and, for that to be sustainable, we
36 per cent; fishing, up by 15 per cent; and mining, up by 3Will have to do so in a way that is acceptable to the general
per cent. public. | fully understand that. | make a commitment to the

Of course, in relation to the grain industry, five recordHouse that that review will be extremely thorough and that,
seasons in six years means that rural areas are making a majothe other end of the review, there will be an operation next
contribution. That is not just a major contribution to exportsyear which meets the needs of both industry and home
but also a contribution to employment and prosperity in manygardeners by keeping fruit fly out but which also meets the
areas across the state. There are some good basic reasonsigrectations of today’s community.
that happening. Entrepreneurs in the regions are adopting a
far greater export culture than they had in the past; a commit- SOLAR HOT WATER REBATE SCHEME
ment to R&D technology within South Australia is delivering . )
results; there have been substantial improvements in land use M CONDOUS (Colton): Can the Minister for Minerals
and a lot of value-adding has been introduced over the lagnd Energy inform the House of the details of the level of
few years; industry has a focus on key premium markets; an@ublic response to the government's new solar hot water
exporters, through a range of means, are working collabofebate scheme?
atively through delegations with some of the industry TheHon.W.A.MATTHEW (Minister for Minerals
chambers and with forums such as Food Adelaide to ensugd Energy): | thank the member for Colton for his question.
that we tackle the high value markets in order to maximiséAll my colleagues on this side are well aware of the member
returns. Of course, a focus on new industries, as the membk Colton’s keen, enthusiastic interest in the environment,
for Flinders is well aware, through the involvement of particularly in the area of solar energy. | have much pleasure
aquaculture on Eyre Peninsula is also building the figure# advising the House, in response to the member’s question,
quickly. The figures are great news but these are not jughat the scheme—uwhich officially commenced just two days
figures on paper: they are starting to deliver a real differenc@go and is administered by Energy SA—had resulted in 434

in regional areas of South Australia. inquiries as at noon today regarding the rebate. The fact that
434 South Australians have responded enthusiastically to the
FRUIT FLY program to date is indeed a strong indication that South

Australians want and are enthusiastically embracing such a
MsKEY (Hanson): My question is directed to the scheme.
Minister for Primary Industries and Resources. On 30 May Under the scheme, South Australian residents who
this year the Environment, Resources and Developmemurchase a new solar hot water system, or retro-fit kit, for
Committee was told by Mr Barry Windle, Director of Food domestic purposes and install it at their principal place of
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residence are eligible for a rebate of either $500 or $700go and pick up a child on a Sunday afternoon, clothe them,
depending upon the type of system that they install, anfeed them and accommodate them.
subject to the system’s fitting specified categories. The There are many areas where government programs, both
government is making an information package available tecommonwealth and state, do not take account of the sort of
any person considering the purchase of a solar hot wateituation that arises when grandparents are suddenly faced
system, and those 434 inquirers would have had the oppowith caring for their grandchildren. The financial area, of
tunity to have such a package sent to them. course, is the one that is felt most acutely. Eligibility for
The package outlines the program as well as the criteri€entrelink payments does not really fit into the situation that
that apply to be eligible for the rebate. Application forms arethese grandparents experience. Many of these people have
conveniently available on the internet and are also availableetired or are approaching retirement. They have made
in hard copy format, either over the telephone from Enerfinancial decisions on the basis of what they would expect to
gy SA or, alternatively, through personal visit to the Ener-do in their old age, not on the basis of having to engage in the
gy SA advisory centre on the ground floor of 101 Grenfellextra expense that having children in the home means. This
Street in the city. Once the solar hot water system, or retro-fitomes at a basic level in terms of housing also. Grandparents
kit, has been installed, owners have two options: they cahave often downsized their home and, suddenly, they find
either complete an application form, send it to Energy SA an¢hat they have to accommodate one, two, three or even more
have their rebate sent to them; or, alternatively, they canhildren in a small home.
lodge their application form with the manufacturer or There are problems, as we all know, with public housing,
installer, who will, if they wish, provide the rebate up-front and grandparents who have not been awarded formal custody
and lodge the form subsequently. If the manufacturer oof their grandchildren by the Family Court have even greater
supplier does that, eligibility criteria assessment is theidifficulties in obtaining housing through the Housing Trust
responsibility: if they make a mistake, it is at their risk. But, than do those who have formal custody. The issue of formal
importantly, despite that, manufacturers and suppliers haveustody and legal guardianship presents so many difficulties
been very keen to participate in the scheme in this mannefor grandparents. Some people have found that they have to
We expect that this will contribute to a strong uptake of Soutiake out loans to pay legal bills in order to gain some status
Australians wanting to take advantage of this rebate. under the Family Court so that they can do simple things such
In addition to the government rebate, South Australiangs sign medical consent forms or take their grandchildren
can also receive a further rebate or compensation benefit froiterstate or overseas.
the installation of solar hot water systems because they are Education is complex, as are all areas of caring for a child.
also eligible for renewable energy credits which have appliediVe know that the task of parenting is difficult when a person
since 1 April to a whole variety of renewable technologiesis young and energetic, but when people are at a stage in life
At the moment, each renewable energy credit has a markathen their own health might be fading and when they have
value of between $25 and $30. As an example, a 220 litrput aside much of the day-to-day cunning that is needed in
Solahart system at this time receives 17 credits—sagjealing with children, grandparents can be faced with
17 credits at a sale price of $25 to $30 each is giving Soutincredibly difficult situations. Schools do not always have the
Australians further incentive to install solar hot water systemgesources available to deal with the difficult behaviour of
which are now competitive with conventional systems.  some of these children after the trauma that they have been
through. It is often difficult for the grandparents to gain
access to the Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service. Its
waiting lists are extremely long, as we know.
Grandparents have the extra stress of trying to parent these
children and trying to support them through a very different
GRIEVANCE DEBATE education system from the one they knew, while still trying
to maintain a life of their own. As one can imagine, over-50s
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): | wish to speak about a centres do not have child-care facilities. Grandparents often
group in our community which is doing an amazing job undenose their own social contacts with their own friends—it is
very difficult circumstances, and that is grandparents who argifficult to undertake joint activities when the grandparent has
raising their grandchildren. It appears that this group isto race off at 3 o’clock to collect children.
unfortunately, increasing as families break down. With the  Time expired.
emphasis on keeping families together in some way, even if
it is not the immediate family, the grandparents are very TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to take
quickly brought into situations where children are in distresspart in this grievance debate—
These situations arise for many reasons, none of them Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
pleasant. It can be because of violence in the children’s home, TheHon. G.M. GUNN: And | am delighted that the
alcohol or drug abuse, the death of a parent or the illness dfonourable member is here. He is obviously somewhat
a parent. This would be a long-term illness which means thatgitated because his guiding light, the honourable member for
the parent is no longer able to care for their child. SometimeSpence, has suffered a severe rebuff in his involvement with
the arrangement is made almost informally. One of thehe Australian Workers Union elections. | have here a copy
grandparents | have met who is in this circumstance receiveaf the Australian Electoral Commission summary of the
a call from their six year old grandson on a Sunday, and thelection. It is headed ‘Australian Workers Union Greater
child said, ‘Grandad, come and get me.’ This six year oldSouth Australian Branch’, and is dated 26 June 2001 by the
child had been chucked out of the home by his parents, aneturning officer.
could think only of his grandparents as someone who could The honourable member for Spence spent a great deal of
care for him and give him some form of home. Imagine thetime and effort campaigning for this election and if this is a
impact on both a child and grandparents, when they have t@sult of his election campaigning the honourable member for
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Ross Smith will bolt it in at the next election. | think that he with native title claims or other sorts of activities that will
does not have much to fear— stop them from investing in and expanding their operations

Mr Atkinson: You won't be here. because, at the end of the day, it is very important—and we

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: We know that the honourable know that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition tried to do a
member and his little friends are spending thousands gbb on the farmers in relation to that, the perpetual leasehold-
dollars of the Shop Assistants Union’s money—all those kiders. We know that. She went running off to the Farmers
out there working at McDonald’s and those sorts of places arEederation wanting them to back off, we know all that, and
paying their union fees and the member for Spence and hige will tell all the perpetual leaseholders at the appropriate
colleagues are out there spending it, to have someone riime. But it is very important—
around the state trying to make a good fellow of himself. 1do  An honourable member interjecting:
not want to get sidetracked, because | have four minutes, and he Hon, G.M. GUNN: That s all right for the honour-
I think it is important— able member.

Members interjecting: . .

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! The Time expired.
member for Peake is out of order.

Mr Atkinson: He'll have you for supper. You won't be
here.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Atkinson: All good things come to an end.

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Spence is ou
of order.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That is dead right, the member
for Spence. In this ballot that the honourable member fo
Spence became involved in—

Mr SNELLING (Playford): When parliament last sat |
spoke about the powers given by the Transplantation and
Anatomy Act 1983 to medical practitioners to retain tissues
in the event of a coronial autopsy. What | was not in a

t position to reveal at that time was that this became apparent
to me because of an inquiry from a constituent, Mrs Pina
Arcangeli, whose daughter was killed quite tragically in a car
F\ccident in 1982. Mrs Arcangeli has since decided to go
public with her story. Her daughter Julie, who was killed on
Members interjecting: Montague Road in 1982, was taken to hospital and pro-

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: We have already had a statutory nounced dgad. .
declaration to say that the honourable member was out there, /A coronial autopsy was conducted without the knowledge
In the ballot for the position of Branch Secretary, Delegate®’ Mrs Arcangeli. Mrs Arcangeli discovered that this autopsy
to National Executive and Delegate to National Conferencd)@d been done only when she came to prepare her daughter's
Mr O’Connor received 1 239 votes. Mr Hanson, the incum-ody for burla_l. This quite traumatised her at the time. She
bent, received 2 505; he doubled the vote. Let me go on. Witf*ade complaints and she thought that was the end of the
respect to the Branch Assistant Secretary, the member fopatter. Earlier this year, because of the furore in New South
Spence’s candidate, Mr Thomas received’ 1 272 votes a,}%ales and the United Kingdom about the retention of organs,
)

Mr Frank Mateos received 2 468 votes. Then we go down—SN€ made some inquiries, only to discover that this had in fact
Mr Atkinson interjecting: happened in the case of her own daughter. It turned out that

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, | am just keeping the House her daughter’s brain had been retained and later destroyed

up to date, because this has created a great deal of interedpd that other tissues had been kept and remained in storage.
Then we come down to the Organiser, Branch Executive. All @M happy to say that those other tissues that were in storage
the candidates supported by the honourable member miss88ve been returned to Mrs Arcangeli and have been commit-
out, and those who were elected were Mr Braithwaite!®d for burial.
Mr Kane, Mr Degenhardt and so on. Then we come downto The minister must address this obvious flaw in the
Vice President. They had to elect two, and we have ladransplantation and Anatomy Act that gives such broad
Charles Nitz and John Howard O’Neill, and the honourablgoowers for the retention of tissues in the event of a coronial
member’s colleagues again missed out. Then, of course, waltopsy. These are powers to retain tissues for purposes other
come to the branch executives, and they missed out agaifflan establishing cause of death. | think that, provided it is
There were up to 11 positions, and they missed out. The sang@ne with the knowledge of the next of kin for the purposes
took place with respect to the position of Delegate to theof establishing cause of death, retaining tissues is probably
National Conference. Mr Christopher Brown was elected angeasonable, but the act goes much further than that and gives
the honourable member's— these very broad powers to retain tissues for scientific and
Mr Atkinson: | supported him. therapeutic purposes. The act further needs to enshrine as a
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That s the only one. He got one. Principle that tissues should be retained only with either the
We have seen the honourable member’s how-to-vote card. prior consent of the person who has died or the consent of the
was a most interesting result and, obviously, the honourabigenior next of kin, for purposes other than establishing cause
member for Ross Smith will be sleeping a lot easier knowingf death.
that the campaigning tactics of the member for Spence have 1 think it would be a great shame if this affair resulted in
failed miserably. The second matter that | want to talk aboua general loss of confidence in the post-mortem procedure.

today is— | for one firmly believe that the post-mortem is an essential
Mr Atkinson: There is another? Have you finished on part of good medical practice in establishing cause of death,

that one? determining if a patient received the very best medical
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! treatment and establishing whether future deaths can be

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I think that we have put on the prevented, but using autopsy as an opportunity to harvest
record what is necessary. The other matter is that | think thairgans for purposes other than establishing cause of death is
members of this House ought to wholeheartedly support tha breach of trust. | look forward to the minister’s bringing to
freeholding of all tourist land. When people want to developthis House some firm proposals to end this practice so that no
land for tourist operations, they should not have to put upnore grieving mothers are put through what my constituent,
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Mrs Arcangeli, has had to go through over the past fewsupported those laws and think the establishment of national
months. road rules is a very practical step. However, while more or
less in common use, some of those rules were not well
Mr MEIER (Goyder): Members may recall that a year understood by the motoring public. In particular, the rules
ago this week | presented to this House some petitions signedgarding roundabouts are obviously not well understood by
by more than 3 800 persons objecting to a proposal tmotorists. Many motorists are unaware of the new traffic
construct two seawalls and to deny free and unrestrictethws, and the fact that some people are still not complying
access along the foreshore of the Cape Elizabeth area in thgth those new laws has recently attracted some media
northern part of Yorke Peninsula. | must say that | am verypublicity.
pleased that the Minister for Transport and Urban Planning, There is a great deal of confusion about when you should
the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, has now announced that tenure aise indicators on a roundabout, as well as when you are
the beach and Crown land will not be transferred to the groupntering and exiting a roundabout. Constituents who have
which was seeking to build those seawalls and restrict publigome to see me about this are most unhappy with the way
access, namely, Earth Sanctuaries. As a result, public accastorists are not obeying this law, and they are also most
to the beach is now assured for future generations. It has begnhappy with the quality of advice that is available from the
along saga. In fact, it goes back to 1993, when the previougepartment of road transport on this matter. They are asking
council, the District Council of Central Yorke Peninsula, wasfor clear, widely available explanations of these important
involved, receiving petitions from persons in the Caperoad traffic laws. It is interesting that, when the government
Elizabeth area. seems very willing to put out colour pampbhlets to publicise
For the information of members, the group Tiparragovernment activities, when we see a series of TV ads in
Sanctuary, which was owned by Earth Sanctuaries Limitedarime time featuring and indeed promoting the Premier, and
sought permission to construct two walls, one north of Capevhen we have sponsorship of TV programs and therefore a
Elizabeth and some 3.5 kilometres south of Port Hughegreat deal of money being spent on basically empty promo-
extending into the sea for 540 metres, and southern waltional exercises for the government, we have yet to see any
some 120 metres in length, to enable them to have asorely needed programs that explain traffic rules and
extensive sanctuary area. The proposal may have soundedragulations, particularly regarding roundabouts.
being one of interest for the area, but | can assure you that it This is one application of TV and other advertising on
had major repercussions, principally because it would excludg@hich the opposition would not quarrel with the govern-
access to more than 20 kilometres of beach by the generalent’s spending a great deal of money so that the citizens of
public. | for one could not support such a proposal when irsouth Australia understand road traffic laws and obey them
my opinion the beach is there for public access and is and so that everyone knows clearly where they are going.
publicly owned part of this state and this country. | certainlyHowever, the government chooses not to spend its money on
was totally opposed to blocking the free access to the beaghis sort of advertising: it chooses to spend it on purely puff
in the Cape Elizabeth area. pieces and promotional advertising, and | think that is a very
Members or persons who have been to the Cape Elizabetjteat shame. There has been a long-term trend in the
area would note that it contains some of the most beautifuleduction of fatalities on the road but there is still a great deall
and pristine beaches on Yorke Peninsula. | had the opporturdf trouble with road accidents, particularly serious road
ty to visit there again on Friday of last week and to be withaccidents, leading to injury and economic loss.
one of the persons who has done so much to seek to protect For the government to spend money not on such worthy
that area, namely, Mr Terry Wilkinson. | thank Mr Wilkinson educational programs but on promotional pieces is an
for all he has done over quite some years now. | know that hfustration of how little the government takes seriously the
is very pleased that the minister has announced that tenureidiea of informing the public through its advertising dollars.
the beach and Crown land will not be transferred to EarttThe Labor Party has called on the government many times to
Sanctuaries. This means that any Development Assessmeat#velop appropriate guidelines with the Auditor-General to
Commission assessment of the proposal for the constructiaget some bipartisan action on advertising, and this is an
of the seawalls will not now proceed. In fact, | have beerexample of where the public is crying out for some inform-
informed that Earth Sanctuaries has now withdrawn thation and not getting it from the government.
application for development from the Development Assess- The government could do quite a lot more to educate
ment Commission. drivers. A great deal of money is collected through fines for
This situation has required a lot of work and effort. | took speeding and other road traffic infringements, and the RAA
the Minister for Environment and Heritage there well over aand other organisations have long complained that not enough
year ago to look at the area personally and show him, togethef that is put back into motorists. The education of drivers,
with some others, exactly what the beach and the area weparticularly those who have transgressed in a serious way, is
like and to suggest alternative proposals. The ministeone way in which the government could look to improve
considered the results of his observation in due course andpnditions on our roads and to reduce the incidence of road
in more recent times, the Minister for Urban Planning has hattauma and accidents. Several very interesting education
to make the final decision. It has been a long saga andgrograms have been suggested, and | think that this is one
believe the decision has been made in the best interests of taeea at which governments could have a serious look.
people of South Australia and Yorke Peninsula. | am pleased
that at least free and unrestricted access to the beach can nowThe Hon. M.K. BRINDAL  (Minister for Water
continue for future generations. Resources): | grieve today not in my capacity as Minister for
Water Resources, although it is a related matter, but as
MsHURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  member for Unley about the recent flooding events in a series
Fairly recently this parliament passed a raft of new roadf creeks around Unley. It has been a major trauma to many
traffic laws complying with national road laws. | strongly of my electors, and it arises partly because of historic
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happenstance and unfortunately also because of a seriesscheme was a small scheme which in some ways may well
situations which might with hindsight have been avoided. have contributed to this problem because of the quantity of
As you, Mr Deputy Speaker, would know, for some yearsmoney involved. Rather than take a whole of catchment
governments, including those prior to this government, havapproach, by taking a council-by-council approach, the
pursued a policy of urban infill and that, among otherproblem was fixed in one area but, by fixing a problem in one
developments in the city of Adelaide, has meant that tharea, it is often simply transferred to a lower stream area. In
historic creeks now quite clearly flow at greater capacity. Aiguestion time | was speaking about the fact that we need a
peak times, the flow in the creeks is probably greater than itombined effort.
has been at any time taking into account prior European Time expired.
settlement. That is because of the roads, because of the roofs
and because of the increasing proximity of houses. Where PROTECTION OF MARINE WATERS
once in Burnside or Unley a suburban block may have (PREVENTION OF POLLUTION FROM SHIPS)
measured 100 by 150 and a house roof covered a quarter of (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
that area, now it is most likely that there will be two or three )
house roofs and paving covering the entire block, and that Second reading.
results in almost 100 per cent run-off from that block and .
many other blocks like it in the area. The H-on. DEA_N BROWN  (Minister for Human
The consequences of that downstream the residents 5F.YiCeS): | move: .
Unley have had cause to rue. Some of the creeks are now 11t this bill be now read a second time. .
running so high that the drains off major roads such as Unle! seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

Road cease to function. The water runs higher than the outiéft Hansard without my reading it.
for the drain— Leave granted.

TheHon. G.A. Ingerson: Are you saying that Bragg is Australia is a signatory to the International Convention for the
sending water down to you? Prevention of Pollution from Ships (“MARPOL") and Australian

. States are expected to implement MARPOL resolutions once ratified.
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : In response to the member south Australia has, to date, met its obligations through the

for Bragg's interjection, it is difficult to apportion blame, but Protection of Marine Waters (Prevention of Pollution from Ships)

in fairness to the honourable member | acknowledge thatAct 1987 (previously known as thEollution of Waters by Oil and

attended with him the opening of a water retention basin i oxious Substances Act 1987) and the regulations made under that

. . . e CL.
Glenside—I believe that you, sir, may have been minister— " 1y jegisiation has, for some time, implemented Annexes | and
and the City Manager of Burnside told me last week thatii of MARPOL, which deal with pollution by oil and pollution by
because of that water retention, they are discharging into thexious liquid substances carried in bulk. Annex IIl of MARPOL,

Adelaide parklands similar volumes of water as would havavhich relates to the disposal of harmful substances carried by seain
. . s ackaged form, and Annex V of MARPOL, which regulates the
been discharged by the creek in the 1960s. So, it is not faﬁisposal of garbage, were adopted by the amendments Rothe
for me to say simplistically that Burnside is responsible— tion of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substances (Miscellaneous)
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: Amendment Act 1998, which came into operation on 10 September
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The member for Peake isin 2000 in accordance with section 7(5) of thets I nterpretation Act

the chamber, and | am glad he is, because | am told that t The International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code contains the

last rainfall event was about 15 minutes short of a disaster fofesired labelling, packaging and stowage requirements for numerous
his electorate. The problem for his electorate and mine is thaarmful substances necessary for the effective implementation of
the creeks come out of Burnside and the slight uplands aredgnex Il but as the Code is not made under State or Commonwealth

islation it cannot be adopted with the existing regulation making
of the eastern suburbs, but the area between Unley, t %gwers. An amendment to the regulation making powers of the Act

member for Peake’s electorate and discharge to the seaji§nerefore necessary to enable the highly technical and prescriptive
very flat, so if the creeks in those areas start to overflow theytandards of the Code to be adopted and incorporated in the

can overflow over vast distances and cause massive damagggulations under the Act. _ )
The purpose of this grievance is to highlight the prOblemPoI The purpose of therotection of Marine Waters (Prevention of

. ) A Iution from Ships) (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 2001 is to
and to point out again to the House, as | did in reply t0 gaye the necessary amendments to the regulation making powers

question in question time, that it behoves members lik&f the Act and to introduce other provisions to improve the general
myself in my capacity as member for Unley and the membeeffectiveness of the Act. These provisions are described below.

for Peake to join in working with local government. The qui?gsBrigp%ln%rzgdtsotizilﬂggnsiﬂ?:ﬂ gciad;qtisgggegrci)rl]ﬁidd?nrg’otrh fei‘:e
member for Peake asked by way of interjection in queanl\r}vhich may lead to the pollution of State waters. This is necessary to

time, which | did not answer, ‘Who is responsible?’, and itremain consistent with amendments to Protocol 1 of MARPOL.
is quite clear that the primary responsibility for flood The Bill also addresses problems in prosecuting the master and
mitigation and the prevention of flood damage rests wittpwner of a vessel which spills oil or a noxious liquid substance as

; ihili a result of damage to a vessel caused through negligence. Currently,
L?g?klgtc;\éirggcet?rtﬁ(Iatr:‘tsrigrt%tu(ta%)é;?sb%%?glsbthlgz.eltar::)é;\iﬁg ungder MARPOL, the master and owner of a ship are essentially only
g M&ble to prosecution if they acted with intent to cause damage, or

responsibility, but | believe—and only a court of law can testacted recklessly and with knowledge that damage would probably
it—that would be minimal. However, it does not mean thatresult. This means that acts that are merely negligent currently do not
the catchment management board, | as the present Minist@ive rise to liability for prosecution under the MARPOL Convention.

. : An example of an incident that could be attributed to the
for Water Resources and every member in this House shoulgjigence of the master or owner of a vessel would be where

not seek to work with local government to come up withdamage to the vessel occurs as a result of the navigation of the vessel
better solutions. in State waters without appropriate navigation charts for the area.

The member for Norwood has joined us and, in theAnother example is that of negligence by omission to undertake

. . tine maintenance of a vessel which subsequently suffers damage
estimates committee, the honourable member asked a numlg%va result of the omission. South Australia has experienced both of

of questions on these issues, and | will repeat what | said tghese scenarios in recent times but fortunately on those occasions no
her on that occasion. The catchment management subsidy was spilt.
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In 1998 the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) Clause 8: Amendment of s. 40— mmunity
advised that there had been little response from the other inteffhe current Act provides for the immunity of inspectors acting under
national parties to MARPOL in support of the issue of negligencethe Act. The proposed clause extends this immunity to any other
However, AMSA advised that the New Zealand legislation, whichemployee or agent of the Crown engaged in the administration or
adopts MARPOL, approached the issue of negligence from @&nforcement of the Act for an act or omission in good faith in the
different perspective. | am advised that amendments to Commorexercise or purported exercise of a power or in the discharge or pur-
wealth legislation were introduced into the Federal Parliament on $orted discharge of a duty under the Act. A liability that would
April 2001 to address the issue of negligence along similar lines terdinarily attach to a person attaches instead to the Crown.
that of New Zealand. Clause 9: Amendment of s. 43—Prescribing matters by reference
Queensland’s Parliament amended the Queensleartsport  to other instruments
Operations (Marine Pollution) Act 1995 in mid 2000 to address, Section 43 of the principal Act provides that regulations or orders
amongst other things, the issue of negligence. under the Act may make provision for a matter by applying, adopting
In light of the Queensland legislation, and the proposedorincorporating any regulations, rules, codes, orders, instructions or
Commonwealth amendments, an amendment to the South Australiather subordinate legislation made, determined or issued under any
Act, at this time, to address negligence is appropriate. other Act or under any Commonwealth Act. Clause 9 proposes
The Bill also establishes a maximum corporate penalty of $1 00@xtending this to include any code published by the International
000 for the discharge of oil or oily mixture into State waters from anMaritime Organisation. The clause also provides that if a document
apparatus which is defined in the Act as a pipeline, a structure ois applied, adopted or incorporated in the regulations or orders a copy
land or a receptacle used for the storage of oil used in the exploratigsf it must be kept available for inspection by members of the public
for or recovery of oil. Whilst pollution from an apparatus is not atan office determined by the Minister, and evidence of its contents
covered by MARPOL, it is appropriate that the proposed penalty benay be given in any legal proceedings by production of a document
the same as that applicable to pollution of State waters by oil oapparently certified by the Minister to be a true copy of the
noxious substances from a ship. document.
In the event of an oil or hazardous substance spill in State waters
the Government responds using the South Australian Marine Spill MsHURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.
Contingency Act(ijonIPIan to cgntain Itlhe ﬁpill, rrlwitigateddama((j:]e tothe
environment and clean-up the spill. The Bill provides indemnity . ;
from liability for Crown employees and agents directed to take actioq Mr MEIER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention
under the Plan. o the state of the House.
The Government will consider whether any further amendments A quorum having been formed:
to the Protection of Marine Waters (Prevention of Pollution from
Ships) Act 1987 are required after the completion of legal proceed- SELECT COMMITTEE ON GROUND WATER
ings against Mobil for the July 1999 oil spill at Port Stanvac. In the RESOURCESIN THE SOUTH-EAST
interim, this legislation will further strengthen the accountability of
those involved in the operation of vessels, or other apparatus, for any

pollution which may result from their actions. TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | move:
I commend this bill to honourable members. That the time for bringing up the report of the select committee
Explanation of clauses be extended until Wednesday 25 July.

Clause 1. Short title
Clause 2: Commencement
Clauses 1 and 2 are formal.
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 8—Prohibition of discharge of il or APPROPRIATION BILL
oily mixtures into Sate waters )
Section 8 of the current Act provides, subject to three exceptions, TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): | bring up the
that the master and owner of a ship are guilty of an offence if thergeport of Estimates Committee A and move:
is a discharge of oil into State waters. One of the exceptions, is if the That th b ved
oil escaped in consequence of damage, other than intentional 1hatthe report be received.
damage, to the ship or its equipment. Intentional damage is defined Motion carried.

as damage arising in circumstances in which the master orownerof The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | bring up the minutes of

the ship acted with intent to cause the damage or acted reckless . - - .
with knowledge that damage would probably result. The proposedtoceedings of Estimates Committee A and move:

amendment provides that if the damage arises as the result of a That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
negligent act or omission on the part of the master or owner of theroceedings.
ship then, as in the situation where the damage is intentional damage, Moti ied
the master and owner will be guilty of an offence. The proposed otion carried.
amendment also makes the master and owner guilty of an offence .
if the intentional, reckless or negligent damage resulted from an TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | bring up the report of
action of an employee or agent of the master or owner. Estimates Committee B and move:

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 18—Prohibition of discharge of .
substances into Sate waters That. the repc.th be received.
This clause provides the same amendment to section 18 as clause 3Motion carried.
provides to section 8 but whereas section 8 deals with the discharge The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | bring up the minutes of

of oil into State waters, section 18 is in relation to the discharge Of)roceedings of Estimates Committee B and move:
a noxious liquid substance. '

Clause 5: Amendment of s. 25A—Duty to report certain incidents That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
Section 25A of the principal Act provides the manner in which aproceedings.
‘prescribed incident’ must be notified. The proposed amendment \otion carried.
broadens the definition of a ‘prescribed incident’.
e ause b Amendment of s. 26—Discharge of ol into watersfrom TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and
Clause 6 alters the current penalty for the discharge of oil from achildren’s Services): | move:
apparatus into State waters from a flat penalty of $200 000 to a That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Committees
penalty of $200 000 if the offender is a natural person anda and B be agreed to.
$1 000 000 if the offender is a body corporate.

Clause 7: Insertion of s. 28A Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): It gives me great

Clause 7 inserts a new provision into the Act to provide f8oath . . .
Aol MarineSJiIIantingencyAction Ol TSPl s et Pleasure to rise to talk about the estimates committees

out the action to be taken where there has been or there is likely fd€arings that were held detailing expenditure by the govern-
be a discharge to which the Act applies. ment. | was on the estimates committee when corrections

Motion carried.
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minister Brokenshire and his Chief Executive Officer, Johrnthe government would know with the leaks that come out
Paget, were asked questions. with its cabinet submissions.

I have been contacted by a number of current and former Currently, there are prisoners who have diseases such as
prison guards who work in correctional services who say thabepatitis working in the kitchens. This has caused many
correctional services are in crisis. They have talked about oyroblems in our prison system and at times has put the lives
prisons being in crisis. They have talked about the doublingf correctional services officers at risk during riots because
up in cells. | have been told of paedophiles being housedf violence breaking out as a result of prisoners working in
together in the same cell and of prisoners being forced tthe kitchens. | am not saying that people with the HIV virus
sleep on the floor. | have been told that the operations atannot work with food, because that is obviously not true.
kitchens in prisons are so bad that lock downs have becom&ith proper treatment, people with HIV can obviously lead
more frequent because of the threat of riots. | have been tolguite a normal life without the level of prejudice that is
of prisoners being held at Mobilong prison when the localunfortunately otherwise attached to it. The problem we have
community was told that such criminals would not be heldis that the minister and the government do not even acknow-
there. ledge the problems in our prison system.

I was told of a number of situations that led me to askthe | was told another interesting fact by prison guards
minister a number of questions and, to be quite honest, relating to a social worker employed by Correctional Services
received satisfactory answers from the Chief Executivevho, | understand, was caught having an affair with a
Officer, John Paget, but unsatisfactory answers from therisoner—and | will not mention any names—and has been
minister. One example that | raised was the procedure gfut off work for three months with pay while under investiga-
counselling prisoners in Yatala when they are caught withion. | understand that this social worker has been quite
drugs in their cells. After a search of a cell in which drugs ofsubstantially compromised within our prison system with
a non-intravenous type are found, such as cannabis oegard to bringing contraband into the prison. | hope that the
something that is taken orally, rather than the drugs beinqinister deals with this matter personally and gets involved.
confiscated and the prisoners being reprimanded, with the understand that some prisoners—as publicised in the
matter then being reported to the police, prisoners are simpldvertiser—have brought mobile telephones and SIM cards
sat at the end of their beds by the prison staff and asked, ‘Diohto our prisons. In fact, one prisoner had a laptop computer
you have a hard day? Did you receive a phone call fronwith a modem in their prison cell close to the cell of a person
outside the system perhaps from a member of the family thatho had a mobile telephone.
has caused you problems?’ or, ‘Why have you taken these The prison was aware that this person had a laptop and a
drugs? Is there any way that we can help?’ Those are thodem but were unconcerned because they thought that the
questions prisoners are asked rather than questions thpyisoner had no access to a telephone line to transmit emails
should be asked, such as, ‘Who supplied the drugs? Wheoe access the internet. | have no evidence but | understand
did you get them?’ and charges being laid. that the matter is under investigation. | will dig more deeply

The minister speaks very eloguently about how Labor isnto that matter but | believe that an investigation is taking
soft on drugs and has no real law and order policy but thelace into whether or not these two prisoners colluded to form
current government’s policy is to allow prisoners to smokea web site so as to communicate via email with overseas drug
drugs in their cells. The minister was quite shocked—as wasaffickers bringing drugs into Australia. If it is true that a
the Attorney-General—by the honest answers given by Johprisoner can have a laptop with a modem in their cell with
Paget during the estimates committees when speaking abaartcess to the internet, this minister has a lot to answer for in
the two different policies towards drugs. It was an astonishingelation to the government’s law and order policy and the way
admission by the government. | am not sure whether therisoners are treated. Under a Labor government, | can tell
minister is aware of the policy in the prison system that anyou there will be no laptops with modems and mobile
intravenous drugs found in the prisons are immediatelyelephones in prisons. This laptop was not sneaked into the
confiscated and charges are laid but that, with any other forqrison; the bureaucracy was aware that the prisoner had a
of drugs found, such as cannabis and so on, more often thdaptop and a modem—and that is a disgrace.
not no charges are laid. This is a totally unacceptable form of Another account | have heard from within our prison
law enforcement in our prisons under the current minister'system relates to the incarceration of former magistrate,
watch—and it has to end. We see the hypocrisy of thé.iddy, who | understand is being kept in solitary confinement
minister’s getting up in this House and talking about Labor’son suicide watch in G Division (I may be wrong as to whether
apparent lack of commitment to getting drugs off our street®r not it is G Division) under 24 hour surveillance. Until
and reducing the number of marijuana plants people can groir Liddy’s incarceration in Yatala, the practice for prisoners
in their backyards when, in his own prisons, the use of drugsn 24 hour surveillance suicide watch was that they were held
is not properly dealt with. in a padded cell with a perspex glass door (or something

Another issue that | understand is of great importance tgimilar that is see-through) with the cell light on and a prison
corrections officers working in the system, who are undeguard sitting outside the cell observing the prisoner 24 hours
great stress and hardship, is the number of people working im day. When Mr Liddy was put in the cell and the light was
the kitchens who have sexually transmitted diseases. | am nlgft on overnight, someone ordered that an infra-red night
saying that people should be discriminated against becausesion camera be installed in the cell so that lights could be
they have a sexually transmitted disease but some diseagesned off and Mr Liddy could get some sleep—a night light
are so transmittable and infectious that people with thestor Mr Liddy!
diseases should not be working with food. Even though the During the estimates committees, we were told that the
Correctional Services Department has a policy of completeeason that the night vision camera was put in the cell was so
secrecy about who has sexually transmittable diseases, thebat the guard would not have to sit outside the cell for
things have a way of getting around a prison through th&4 hours a day because he could be better utilised elsewhere.
nurses, doctors, staff or whoever. No system is foolproof, ak has now come to my knowledge that even though the night
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vision camera has been installed at great expense to tifieoded completely. | am not talking about people’s front
taxpayer, the prison guard is still sitting there for surveillanceyards being flooded; rather, | am talking about their being up
24 hours a day. If | am wrong about this, | will apologise. |to their knees in water.
will be the first to get up and say that | was wrong. So far, The problem we have is that West Beach is on a slightly
though, | have had no evidence that | am wrong about thed@gher gradient than the Adelaide Airport. The water has
accusations. Our prison system is in dire need of help.  nowhere to go. Even when it is not raining at West Beach but

Rather than grandstanding and talking about how Labait is raining farther up, the water does not necessarily flow
is soft on crime and drugs, maybe the minister should looklown from the roads; the stormwater pipes overflow out onto
in his own backyard and at his own policies and what ishe road and into their homes. The problem the residents have
happening in his prison system. No-one wants to see drugs that their insurance will not cover them for this; and, if the
in our prisons or the brave men and women who work innsurance companies do cover them, whom do they sue? The
Correctional Services put at risk because of bad managemestate government will blame local government, and local
No-one wants to see preferential treatment for prisonergovernment will blame the state government.
because the government has a secret policy of allowing |believe the person responsible for the great problems of
prisoners to smoke drugs. That is a disgrace. | think thédooding in Unley and West Torrens is Minister Laidlaw.
minister probably agrees with me and | hope he doe¥Vhen Minister Laidlaw oversaw the extension of the runway,
something about it, because | am very concerned about trghe did not make adequate provision for stormwater run-off.
way we are treating our prisoners. Any member of the publidt is her responsibility; the buck stops with her. Neither the
caught with narcotics or drugs would be charged and arrestabuncil nor the member for Unley caused this problem;
but, for prisoners caught with non-intravenous drugs, aMinister Laidlaw did. Minister Laidlaw has to step up to the
different policy applies. That is simply not acceptable, andlate and say ‘| am responsible for this; | will fix it The
I think most government backbenchers would agree with mecouncil is doing everything it can. It is working with residents

I think that very few people would agree that we shouldand with me—I have a good working relationship with the
be allowing drugs in our prisons. We hear a lot of hype andouncil—to ensure that we do what we can in relation to
propaganda from the government’s media unit about how thstormwater management.
government is tough on drugs and how hard it is working to  Currently, the West Torrens Council is sitting on funds
keep drugs out of our prison system. During the estimatethat it cannot use because it cannot get agreement from the
committees, we heard a very different story. | think it isstate government on how to spend this money to alleviate
outrageous. stormwater management. The Minister for Transport has to

Another issue that comes out of the estimates committedake responsibility for the mistakes she has made in not
relates to flooding and stormwater management raised by tteelequately coping with the stormwater run-off because of the
member for Unley. During its term, this government has cuPatawalonga Creek’s being filled in. The state government
by half the allocation of grants to councils for stormwatershould be taking this on, but of course it will not do so. It will
management. The member for Unley’s electorate, myeave itto us to fix when we are in government after the next
electorate of Peake and the inner western suburbs are election, but we have to start now.
serious risk of flood. Only two weeks ago, the western | am encouraged by the words of the member for Unley
suburbs were about 15 minutes away from complete and utt@r his grievance debate about working with local government,
disaster. If that rain had continued and we had had a one inecause he and | both have excellent working relationships
25 year rain event, our stormwater system would not haveith our two local mayors—we are all very good, close
coped: West Beach, Lockleys, Mile End and Cowandillapersonal friends—and we want to work together for the
would have been under water. The simple reason for this isetterment of both our constituencies. Unfortunately, Minister
the Patawalonga and the extension to the Adelaide Airpottaidlaw does not have such a good working relationship with
runway. The government and this Premier talked abouthe local councils and is trying to bury her head in the sand
increasing exports, increasing tourism and making the airpoetnd not take responsibility for what is happening in terms of
afocus. They were all very good ideas, but very short-sightedtormwater management.
vision, because, due to the way in which they managed the The other point | raise about estimates is the nature of the
extension to the runway, they put nearly 10 000 homes at risguestioning. | was quite disappointed with the questioning
of flooding. The Patawalonga Creek was filled in to extendhat | heard from government members. Quite obviously, it
the runway and no measures were taken to take care of theas an orchestrated response to the government’s budget.
excess stormwater run-off. Government members would walk in with their folders

I am not saying it is all the responsibility of the govern- containing numbered questions which had been written for
ment. Obviously, councils and planning laws have a lot to ddhem by the respective departments and the minister—
with the way in which we manage our stormwater. Thedorothy dixer questions asking silly inane questions about
member for Unley made a very good point when he said thaheir own budget. It is pathetic and embarrassing. Not only
30 years ago most people had rainwater tanks on their quartisrit embarrassing that backbenchers are being forced to ask
acre block, so much of the run-off was being stored inthese questions but it is also embarrassing for the
people’s backyards. Unfortunately, today’s engineers whegovernment.
building homes work out the fastest way of getting the water | believe that estimates committees should work properly.
off the property and into our stormwater system. It cannot believe that we should have real scrutiny. It is the one
cope, and we are finding a banking up of water. Currently, thehance we all get to question departments and ministers. |
West Torrens Council, in partnership with the state governbelieve that we should be able to direct questions to public
ment, is laying a series of stormwater pipes in the Brooklyrservants. | think ministers should take a back seat when it
Park area to cope with this problem. However, they cannatomes to answering questions sometimes and allow public
use those pipes because they are closed and, if they hadrvants to do all the talking, so that we can get some real
opened them two weeks ago, West Beach would have beemswers and get some of the politics out of estimates.
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The member for MacKillop is sitting there with a smirk ing of the Treasurer and the Minister for Water Resources.
on his face. The member for MacKillop might be in opposi-In particular, | thought the way in which the opposition asked
tion one day, and he might be sitting on this side of thdts questions on the day that the Treasurer was under scrutiny
chamber during estimates thinking, ‘This is all very frustrat-was an absolute disgrace and debacle.
ing. | want some real answers to some real problems.’ Not For about the first hour the shadow Treasurer asked the
only is not being able to get real answers very frustrating fofreasurer about matters relating to the federal government
you but it is also very frustrating for your constituents. After and the federal budget. It was nothing to do with the state
all, in the final analysis, when everything is said and done, wbudget whatsoever, and in fact the outrageous allegations that
represent the people who elect us, that is, our constituentthe shadow Treasurer made in that line of questioning were
We want to ask ministers some real questions, and they apFoved to be quite erroneous, and | think the shadow treasurer
not all about political gain. had an amount of egg on his face during the following couple

Another point | raise briefly about estimates is theof days.
stunning announcement that Minister Laidlaw made about The member for Peake also said that he thought that the
releasing an extra 15 access taxi plates. She did not have amynister should take a back seat and that he should have the
consultation with any of the companies or the industryopportunity to question the bureaucrats. | think his comment
whatsoever. She did not speak to SATA (South Australianvas that he wanted real answers to real questions. First, it
Taxi Association), Independent Taxis, United Yellow Taxis,would have been delightful and estimates would have been
Suburban Taxis or to any of the stakeholders in the industrinuch more enthralling for me sitting on the government side
about what this would do. of the estimates committee if there had been some real

The real problem with access taxis and the waiting timesjuestions from the opposition. In fact, my experience in
is not the drivers or the number of access plates; it is the wagstimates this year was that the opposition was more than
in which the system is administered through the radio roomsomewhat lacking. | thought their questioning was very
at Yellow Cabs. The performance criteria are containeghallow, showed a distinct lack of preparation and, certainly,
within the contract which the government is keeping hidderin my opinion, did not get to the nub of exposing what they
from the industry. No prosecutions have been launched. Thaight say are problems with the way this administration is
performance criteria are not being met by the company. Thgoing about its business.
government should step in and force Yellow Cabs to do its In fact, the proof of the good work of this administration
job properly and distribute work as fast as it can. A lot of taxihas been coming out through the media and through the
drivers are very upset about the way in which they have beeanswers to questions by the various ministers on a daily basis.
treated by this minister. Yesterday'sAdvertiser proclaimed that the South Australian

The minister, in answering a dorothy dixer from the economy is frisky, | think was the word. Th&dvertiser
member for Hartley regarding her opinion about havingacknowledged that the South Australian economy is outper-
access cabs, announced in estimates that an extra 15 taxis lfaining every economy in the nation. That is borne out by the
been released into the system. To do this without anfigures and the facts from various agencies that collect
consultation is an outrageous way to govern. The governmestatistics on economic matters—independent economic
has been talking about introducing a formula to release taxignalysis organisations such as Access Economics and the
and following a baseline formula so that there is no questiowarious universities which, from time to time, publish figures.
about whether or not we need more taxi plates. The goverrFhese figures show that, for about 12 months at least, South
ment will not do this. It concerns me that the government isAustralia has indeed moved from the rust-bucket status that
making policy on the run without consultation. it enjoyed at the closure of the last Labor government’s term

It is just another example of Minister Laidlaw’s incompe- to where we are now, some seven or eight years later.
tence in terms of her handling of the transport portfolio. |  So, it is no wonder that the opposition in the estimates
think that she is a very bad minister and that she needs to geommittee this year had great difficulty laying any punches
her act together very quickly before real people lose real jobin the various ministers and coming up with any in-depth
It is okay for her to sit in her office and make decisions aboutjuestions. It had great difficulty—in fact, it had no success
people’s lives, but the fact is that the people who are runningt all—in embarrassing any of the ministers, as is its wont.
access cabs are going broke; they are losing money, and thiéys no surprise that the economy is going so well—almost
should not be. all of the government agencies are performing well and the

Time expired. ministry is doing a great job. In fact, the government is doing

agreat job: it has turned South Australia around and the state

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My comments today will  now is performing exceedingly well across all areas.
be quite brief, but | would like to make a couple of comments One area that | highlight is some figures that have just
about some comments made by the member for Peake a feswme to light. | know that the Minister for Education is often
moments ago when he referred to my smirking at some of hiasked questions about, and the shadow spokesman and other
statements. | had to smirk at his statement that he thought weembers of the opposition continually talk about, retention
should get politics out of estimates—fantastic! rates in the South Australian education system and continu-

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: ously try to put about the misinformation that retention rates

Mr WILLIAMS: It would be delightful to get the politics in South Australia are falling and are way below the national
out of estimates. It would be great to get the politics out ofaverage. In fact, at last it has been acknowledged officially
parliament, but the chance of that happening is about thiey statistics which have only been produced in the last couple
same as getting the politics out of estimates. | agree witbf weeks—although those of us who had been looking at
some of the sentiments expressed by the member for Pealteese statistics had been aware of this for some time—that,
about estimates and the way in which they are run. | thinkn fact, our retention rate in South Australia is somewhere just
that quite a bit of parliament’s time is wasted in estimates. bver 80 per cent, at least two or three percentage points above
sat in on two of the estimates committees during the questiorthe national average. Again, the facts certainly belie some of
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the things that have been coming out in the press releasdsy to bolster a budget bottom line that is clearly a budget
etc., of opposition spokesmen on various agencies. bottom line under considerable stress. As | said in the budget
| said that I did not want to go on for too long. | congratu- estimates committee with the Treasurer, we accept the
late the member for Peake for suggesting that we should trgovernment’s budget parameters and we accept the balances
to get the politics out of estimates and have real answers that it has put in place in this budget cycle and in the forward
real questions. It would be fantastic but | do not think it isestimates. Those parameters, should Labor win office, will
going to happen. However, | guess | have filled in a couplde our parameters: your balances will be our balances. The
of minutes to allow the shadow Treasurer to get into thechallenge for Labor—and a challenge that | look forward to
House to have his go, so | will defer to him and sit down. Ondaking on and one that | believe can be met—will be to
other thing that | say, though, is that, in the two estimateseallocate, from within those parameters, existing resources
committees that | was involved in, the government membergfom existing resources, to allocate from Liberal priorities to
in fact, deferred to the opposition and asked very fewLabor priorities.
guestions to give the opposition full rein to ask as many In a budget of enormous proportions—there is no doubt
guestions as they possibly could. In fact, in both of thethat this is a budget of significant size—I believe there is
committees that | sat on—with the Treasurer and with theenough wastage in the Liberal Party’s policies and priorities
Minister for Water Resources—the opposition exhausted itand enough opportunities for a carefully crafted Labor budget
questions quite early in the piece. | thought that governmertb reallocate money from Liberal priorities to Labor priorities.
members were very kind to the opposition in allowing themin doing so, we will ensure that we are able at the next state
to get in as many questions as they possibly could. election to offer an agenda and policy that we believe will
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: win the support of the community and will be underpinned
Mr WILLIAMS: | said that in the two committees that by very tight fiscal discipline with very strong financial
I was on such was the case. | wanted to put that on the recorthanagement principles, and that will be extremely well
So, | will conclude my remarks and listen with interest toconstructed and will ensure that the Labor Party in this state
what some of the opposition members say in their contribuis noted and applauded for its very strong financial discipline.
tions to this debate. | repeat, as the Leader of the Opposition has said on many
occasions, that we will balance our budget: we are committed
Mr FOLEY (Hart): What a pleasure it is to follow a to that. We will deliver financial certainty to this state. We
contribution from the member for MacKillop! | did not hear will be a prudent, careful and cautious government when it
the early part of it so this is relevant to only the few minutescomes to this state’s finances, and the public can have every
that | heard: his contribution lacked obvious political pointconfidence in a Labor government to deliver good financial
scoring and was a somewhat measured and considerethnagement. Of course, in acknowledging that, there are a
response. What a pleasure! The fact that there was no-om&mber of areas of government expenditure that concern the
here listening probably had a fair bit to do with it, but perhapsopposition, a number of areas where this government has
we are entering that period of pre-election when we are albeen extremely wasteful, not just the obvious ones that have
reflecting on where we may be— been up in shining lights, such as the government radio
Mr Wiliams interjecting: network contract blowing out to the tune of tens of millions
Mr FOLEY: | am not going for 20 minutes. | have of dollars, the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium debacle and the
unlimited time, actually, because | am the lead speaker, butasteful expenditure on that soccer stadium, and the list goes
I intend to go for only a few minutes because | think muchon—and there are new ones developing all the time.
has been said about this budget and many of my colleagues, It has been reported very infrequently, and very little
| am sure, also want to make a brief contribution, so brief comment has been made by the Minister for the Arts about
shall be. the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, an organisation that,
As we saw in the estimates committees, it was the usualnder this government, has lost $10 million. Some $10 mil-
form of the government to frustrate the opposition—drag oution has been lost through mismanagement of a number of
answers; throw in the dorothy dix questions; just simply grindproductions over the course of this term of the Liberal
the day through; just simply let the clock tick over; and ‘Let's government. When | was in Estimates Committee B, | noticed
throw a few dorothy dixers into the mix to try to prevent asthat the Minister for the Arts, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, was
much embarrassment to the government as possible.” Wgping off her brain at the Leader of the Opposition for having
understand the tactics of the government. Having been aie temerity to raise the scandal that is the $10 million loss
estimates committees now for eight long years, to say thatdttributed to the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust. The Minister
have tired of the process of being in opposition in respect ofor the Arts should be feeling very sensitive about this issue.
the estimates committees would be an understatement. | lo@he should be feeling very worried, because it is an appalling
forward, should we be successful at the next election, texample of incompetent ministerial oversight for that centre’s
ensuring that members of the Liberal Party suffer a similamanagement and board to have lost up to, | am told,
fate of boredom and tedious estimates committees, becau$&0 million. The Minister for the Arts has been negligent in
| intend to deliver to the opposition, should we win the highest degree in allowing this loss to occur. But, if the
government, exactly what they have given us in the last eighminister thinks that she is above criticism and that the former
years—a drawn out process but one that is necessary in oboard and the former management of the Adelaide Festival
system of government. Centre Trust are above scrutiny, | say to the Hon. Diana
I make a few points about the budget. | think what is clearlLaidlaw: bad luck.
from the estimates committee process is that this is a |will just give this message. For the remaining months of
government in pre-election mode that has pulled every dollathis parliament, | intend to scrutinise very closely the
it can find out of every hollow log. It has taken some risks inoperations of the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust and the
terms of its assumptions about the economy and taken someasons for the loss of $10 million and the incompetent
risks in the way that it has allocated some of the moneys thandling of this issue by the Minister for the Arts— whether
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it be on the Economic and Finance Committee of this statbe has chaired. He is no longer Chairman of the Adelaide
parliament or whether it be in this chamber or in any otheiFestival Centre Trust, for obvious reasons. At least, the
forum. The Minister for the Arts has presided over a financiaminister belatedly must have acknowledged and realised that
scandal that has gone largely unreported, and | will not stoghis man is incompetent, that he is not good value to taxpay-
at ensuring that we get to the bottom of what has been a vesrs, that he has cost us $17 million: let us get rid of him! Let
sorry state. If people want a better example of Liberalus see what the Minister for Government Enterprises does
priorities versus Labor priorities, | pose this question: is itwith Mr Porter’s position as Chairman of SA Water.

better to have spent $10 million on failed ventures at the As we go through these areas—whether it is Hindmarsh,
Adelaide Festival Centre Trust or is it better to have spenthe Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, SA Water, the govern-
that money on hospitals, schools and police? The Minister foment radio network contract, areas of expenditure in the
the Arts can get all sensitive, all emotional and quite disDepartment of Industry and Trade, department after depart-
traught at the notion that she will be put under scrutiny omrment, portfolio after portfolio—we see that this is a wasteful
this issue, but | say: bad luck, minister, because we argovernment, a government which has squandered tens of
coming. We will scrutinise this issue, and the minister will millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money and for which it will
not be allowed to just sail through this term of governmentbe held accountable at the next state election. It will be held
without being held accountable for those losses. accountable for presiding over the largest asset sale in this

It also was disturbing to find that the last Adelaide Festivaktate’s history, the largest reduction in public service
of Arts has reported a loss in excess of $1 million. If it is numbers, but still running a stressed budget with a stressed
good enough for other areas of government, if it is goodottom line and having wasted tens of millions of dollars in
enough for members opposite, if it is good enough for thea number of areas. The opposition looks forward to the
Minister for Tourism and the Minister for Emergency challenge of the next election, and it looks forward to the
Services to cop scrutiny for the appalling losses for whictchallenge should we be successful at that election.
they have been responsible, it will be appropriate for this It is interesting to note who is running scared. The Premier
minister. | think that her behaviour on that committee wheris running scared. He said it again today. He has said it at
the Leader of the Opposition, quite rightly, asked theevery opportunity, ‘Il am not going to the polls until March.
appropriate questions, was just bizarre. He will extend the tenure of this parliament by six months.

I acknowledge that a lot of what we are talking aboutHe can do that under a quirk of our Electoral Act. He will
occurred under the previous board, under previous managtake every moment of that time available to him because John
ment, and that the current management is having to grappf@lIsen, the Premier of this state, is running scared. He is not
with this problem. My criticism is not of them. My criticism prepared to go to the punters, the voters of this state, at the
it not of those who are trying to fix the problem: my criticism due date.
is of those who caused the problem. But my ultimate criticism He wants to cling on to government until the last possible
is of a minister who has allowed this to happen and has trieday because his ministers, those facing the chop, perhaps
to keep it a secret, who has tried to keep it under wraps anglant to maximise their superannuation opportunities. Maybe
out of the public eye, and who has danced around this issubat is what it is: perhaps members opposite want to get an
for too long. Itis time that she was brought to account. As thextra thousand or two per year out of their superannuation.
alternative Treasurer of this state, and someone whose jobTihat may be what they are on about, but it is not good for the
will be to look for areas of savings, it is appropriate that Igovernance of this state. It is not good for economic certainty.
take this issue on, and do so with some gusto. It is not good for the taxpayers of this state to be frozen

There is a pattern here, of course—and | think more willin time because this Premier is too scared to go to the polls.
be revealed about this matter over the coming weeks. Thetde is unable to fix the electricity crisis in this state. He is
is a critical link between the losses attributed to the Adelaideinable to solve a number of the problems in this state. Just
Festival Centre Trust and another area of government that, ferhaps like Dean Brown said in this parliament in 1993,
this stage, we understand has lost upwards of $7 million. | arwhen the then Leader of the Opposition was speculating on
talking about SA Water. Through the Economic and Financevhen Labor Premier Lynn Arnold might go to a state
Committee and the estimates committees we have found oatection, the then Leader of the Opposition, onkfamsard
about the Indonesian frolic, where SA Water, under theecord, speculated that maybe one of the reasons Premier
chairmanship of one James Porter (former senior Liberahrnold might want to go beyond his four year mark was
member for Barker), as Chairman of SA Water, has spent upecause he wants to maximise his parliamentary superannua-
to $7 million chasing some rainbow in Indonesia, some sortion. That is what Dean Brown said in 1993. | have the
of windfall profit stream to come from Indonesia. In doing Hansard record.

S0, it has spent $7 million of taxpayers’ money. | suspectthat, | simply pose the question to members opposite: is this
as we will discover in the days and weeks ahead, there willvhy you want to go on for an extra six months? | do not
be no return out of that venture. That is lost money; it is &know. Dean Brown thought it might have been a reason back
scandal. But the link is that he was also Chairman of thén 1993. | just simply return the question to you. We will
Adelaide Festival Centre Trust. Mr James Porter was thbave to wait and see over the months ahead. This state needs
chairman of an organisation that lost $10 million in the earlycertainty, economic opportunity, decisive government and
to mid 1990s. strong leadership, all of which is not being offered opposite

So, Mr James Porter—former Liberal member, mate obut which will be offered by an alternative Labor
this government—is now known as ‘the $17 million man’. government.

Through the two organisations that he has chaired—two So, not only the Leader of the Opposition, but also my
organisations that he was put on by his Liberal mates, whoolleagues, all our candidates and | relish the opportunity
felt sorry for him after having knifed him in the seat of when ‘Chicken Little’, Premier Olsen, finally gets up the

Barker—Mr Porter has delivered to this state $17 million ofcourage to go to the polls. We look forward to that opportuni-
wasted taxpayer expenditure on two of the organisations th&. We will meet the challenge, and I think the voters of South
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Australia will recognise that they long for good governanceDiscovery program but also by theostcards program. These
and will deliver victory to the Labor Party. are two very successful programs that highlight tourism in
South Australia.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): It is always a pleasure to  We are enjoying unprecedented economic success in
follow the member for Hart because he leaves so much. Thisouth Australia, as the Premier highlighted today and as was
gentleman happened to be involved in the last Labor governieported in the paper yesterday or the day before. It is
ment as a chief adviser to the premier and, before that, thénbelievable that South Australia now leads Australia in the
minister— improvement to its economy—and why? It is because of our

Mr Foley: A friend of yours. industries, because we are back to work and because our

Mr VENNING: Yes, a friend of mine. In fact, | was an WorkCover is the best around Australia. There are so many
adviser to him. The honourable member comes in here angbod news stories. You cannot refute that when you consider
asks, ‘Who is running scared?’ | can assure the honourablghat it was like in 1993. The member for Hart said he wants
member that it is not the government. Today we heardo return to good government. Just consider what Labor left
fantastic news. It is in the paper and it is on the record: thand consider what the situation is today.
economic performance of this state is the best in Australia— | do not stand here and prattle platitudes; | am not standing
and the member for Hart is going to leave the chamber! here mouthing platitudes: | am talking about fact. | want
cannot understand the member for Hart. Here is a young masviefly to return to the fact that | am very pleased that some
with some promise, but | have told him time and again thabf our long-term projects and ambitions are coming to
he has blown his opportunities. He is the person that the CE®uition in this last budget. Particularly, | want to refer to my
of the Adelaide City Council, Ms Law, talks about when sheown electorate, which is a very important part of the power
refers to the continual carping, criticism, denigration and th&ource of the success of the state, as most people would
knocking by the people of this state. | have to say that theealise, with the wine, tourism and food industries and all that
person leading the charge is none other than the member fgoes with them. It really is a powerhouse at the moment, and
Hart. You can overdo it, and | believe that the member foiis probably helping other regions to drive our state upwards.
Hart has done so. It is indeed an honour to represent it. One of the biggest

I know that an opposition has to have front men. It has tannouncements enjoyed by my constituents was the an-
investigate the government and put the government on noticapuncement of a new Barossa Valley hospital, costing some
and it has to challenge the government. But the way th&12 million. It has drawn criticism from the other side
member for Hart has chosen to do it, not only here but alsbecause it is three years away and there are no actual dollars
in the media, he has gone too far. In fact, if he was half a#n this budget. | am the first to realise that, but you do not just
smart, he should have shared the load with some of hisuild hospitals in 12 months. They must be planned and must
colleagues. Why does he not get the member for Kaurna tgo through all the accreditation before you put them on the
help him with the criticism? I will tell you why. The member ground.
for Kaurna is too smart for that. He is sitting back there | as the member will work to achieve this hospital. The
looking untouched, unscathed and clean, ready for when tHfest thing | wanted was a commitment. We have that; we
big day comes, when the leadership is offered. He will movénave the announcement. | challenge the opposition: if by
in and get the crown, and the poor member for Hart will besome quirk of fate you should win the next election, will you
left out there still gnashing and lashing and frothing at thebuild that new hospital for the people of the Barossa? | will
mouth. | feel a little sorry for him, because he is a young marannoy you every day that we have left of this parliament until
and may be here a long time. He has blown it. | have told hinyou tell me whether you will build that new facility. We have
several times both inside and outside this chamber that ydueen waiting for it for all these years, and it will cost
have to be constructive when you criticise. If you criticise, at$12 million. Our government has said we will; what about
the same time you must put up what your alternative is—buyou? | have asked the member for Elizabeth several times,
we never hear that. both here and outside, ‘Will you build this new facility?’

| believe the criticism from the opposition that we are There has been deathly silence. Silence says to me that you
hearing at the moment is quite unwarranted. In particular, Will not. | will certainly be pushing. | want to know about not
noticed during the estimates committees (and | was on mosily this policy; what about all the other policies? If you will
of them and chaired a couple of them) some of the criticismsut government programs, tell us where. Look at them and
coming from the other side. One that particularly annoyed méell me what you will cut. It is all very well to say you will
was criticism of the $100 000 we are spending towardstreamline it; you tell me us how you will streamline it, by
subsidising production of thH@iscovery program on Channel how much, where and when. Itis all very well to stand there,
7. Over two years | believe this is an absolute bargain. Thevave your finger and mouth platitudes; you tell us where.
program is a great success and certainly highlights the | was also very appreciative of the $1.5 million that has
tourism assets of our state. Every time | go to a tourisnbeen set aside for the Angaston Primary School, which has
venture now, guess what | hear from every tourism operatdseen waiting for an upgrade for many years. Also, the
who gets on the stage? The Labor Party gets a propétapunda Primary School has magnificent heritage buildings.
slagging for that comment; it has gone through the whold-or many years governments have ignored it because, being
tourism industry. | would have thought we were spending aa heritage building, it is too hard; it involved too much
least $100 000 per annum but, no: it is over two years. Lead@xpense on one building. | very much appreciate Minister
Rann has the audacity to say we are wasting the money. Buckby’s announcement that we will spend $1.3 million
the area | represent this went down like a lead balloon. tommencing in 2002-03, with $800 000 in the first year and
cannot believe that the leader had the temerity and very po&500 000 in the second. That is the trouble: we have these
judgment to make that comment without finding out exactlymagnificent buildings, but they cost a fortune to upgrade. To
what the deal was, because | think we have an excellent de&inock them down would be unheard of. You cannot knock
In South Australia we are served very well not only by thethem down in a historic place like Kapunda. This building
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very much highlights the heritage of the district. It wascouncil has the agreement decided, the Tanunda art gallery
always going to be hard, but | am pleased that the ministewill be created in the old Tanunda Soldiers Memorial Hall.
has given us that announcement. | am very pleased that various ministers have considered my
We have heard ad nauseam about Gomersal Road; | haetectorate very favourably and, after 7% years of Liberal
talked about it in this place until the cows came home. Worlgovernment, my area has certainly appreciated it. | am
is under way out there and funding is in this budget. It will confident that we can go to the election with a very good
make a tremendous difference to those coming to and frorchance of winning it.
the Barossa. It will take 10 minutes off their travelling time,
and the most important thing is safety. You will be able to  Mr HANNA (Mitchell): We have just undertaken a
drive the Barossa Valley Way without battling with heavy limited examination of the budget through the estimates
trucks. It will change the whole quality of life for people committee process. In the course of that examination, a
living there. This and the clean water that we have nowiumber of matters were investigated by the opposition but
enjoyed for the past three years will be two of the mosthere were many details on which there was no time to pursue
important issues that people of the Barossa will appreciat@uestions. | want to extract just one issue and deal with it
long after I am no longer in this place. before we finally approve the Appropriation Bill today. | refer
The Barossa water supply system upgrade will costo the million dollars that has been set aside for consultants
$6.7 million, which will go toward increasing the supply from to investigate the possibility of private sector involvementin
the Mannum to Adelaide system to the Warren reservoitthe building of an aquatic centre at Marion.
From the Warren reservoir we have the new privately funded |am on the record as saying that Adelaide could well do
scheme called the Barossa Infrastructure Limited (BIL). It iswith an aguatic centre of an international standard and I am
a new, privately funded irrigation scheme which is worthalso on the record as saying that at this time the Marion
$34 million and which is another first for South Australia. domain site is a really good place for such a venue. There was
They are laying the pipes right now so that we can have thighe opportunity in this state budget to commit to the building
alternative watering system for the Barossa Valley. Thi®f such an aquatic centre, and the community and a number
$6.7 million is the government’s contribution to upgrade theof local figures, including councillors and local MPs, have
pumps and infrastructure to get the water from Mannum tdeen pushing for this project, but unfortunately the govern-
Adelaide—which is not filtered, because it is filtered whenment simply did not find the money in this budget to proceed
it gets to Adelaide—into the Warren reservoir and then orwith it.
with the growers’ infrastructure via BIL to the vineyards. Its It has tried to buy off the Marion council by providing
being dirty water, it is commonsense not to put filtered watef1 million in the budget. That million dollars is earmarked
on vineyards. It is another great win. for consultants, supposedly to encourage private sector
I think most members have been to the Brenton Langbeiinvestment to build an aquatic centre complex at Marion. |
Theatre, which is the Barossa Convention Centre; it is guspect that the real reasoning on the part of the government
maghnificent structure. | am very pleased to see the inclusiois simply to string people along until after the election when
of this facility on the Country Arts South Australia circuit. It it will not be the incumbent government’s problem, because
does not involve a lot of money, but it now means that thét has a pretty good idea that it will not be on the Treasury
people of the Barossa can go along and see performancksnches at that stage.
where they could not previously. Unfortunately, the opposition is not in a position to pledge
Without putting anybody down, | am amazed that somehe building of the pool. The government says that it will pick
of the people in the Barossa do not travel. | have spoken top the tab in three years’ time but, as | have said, the Liberal
some people who have not been to Adelaide in 10 years, aritarty will not be in government at that time. Compounding
they live one hour from it. They do not know what the the problem is the fact that this is essentially a deficit budget,
performing arts are. They do not travel and do not see thence abnormal items are taken out of it, and it really sets the
wonders of the city that we see weekly. Now they will havesails of South Australia on the course of deficit budgets over
the opportunity to see world-class performances about 1the next couple of years. We on the Labor side of the House
minutes from home. That is what Country Arts SA is allare very well aware of the financial strictures that the
about. Even though it is not a lot of money, | am pleased thamismanagement of public finances by the current government
the locals can now enjoy what other South Australians takbas created.
for granted. The present position is that we have no realistic promise
| certainly do appreciate the ongoing road funding undeof a pool but that will not stop the local swimming commun-
the country road funding program. One that the oppositioiity, the Marion council and me campaigning for the pool. |
may know about—again, in the event that by some quirk oknow that | will be just one voice within a government that
fate they get into government—is the heavy vehicle bypaswill be operating in a very tight budgetary environment and
around Adelaide. It is essential to try to get these trucks outam very proud of the fact that health and education are
of the tunnels off Glen Osmond Road. They can bypas&abor’s top priorities. | know that from day one the cabinet
Murray Bridge, Cambrai, Sedan, Truro, Kapunda, Tarlee andhinisters will be looking to cut the budgets and programs
Balaklava, back onto the highway. That is quite a shortewithin their own agencies so that we will have more money
bypass. | am very pleased because that will also assist the spend on those mostimportant things. Where recreational
locals. | add briefly that the assistance given to country bufacilities come into the picture is unclear at this stage.
operators is very much appreciated because those people haveThis is a golden opportunity that has been missed. | can
spoken to me and the minister a lot about this issue and | awnly restate my commitment to the campaign for something
pleased that we have been able to help them. like an aquatic centre on the Marion domain site because |
Finally, | mention the Tanunda art gallery, which is still think it is an excellent site for such a venture. However, we
being negotiated, but | am very pleased that the minister hdsave to be realistic and admit that this opportunity has been
said that funds are available for that. As soon as the locglassed up by the current government so we are back at square
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one. We have earmarked $1 million in the budget for Only today we had an example when the member for
consultants but the history of money wasted on consultanidanson asked a question of the Deputy Premier about the
by this government does not inspire confidence. | finish owvery topical issue of a committee, study, or consultancy that
a positive note: | wish the Marion council, the SWIAC was supposed to be undertaken to investigate better ways of
committee and others in the swimming community all thedealing with the important issue of fruit fly eradication. |
best in the pursuit of this goal for a decent aquatic centrdave spent quite a few years in the Public Service preparing
facility in the south-western suburbs of Adelaide. briefing papers. In the past, | know that the minister would
have been provided with a briefing paper so that he was ready
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): As we on the opposition o answer a question about such a topical issue. So, what is
side have listened to members of the government talk abot#@ppening with this government? Do they not have briefing
their budget, we have been chastised yet again for carpir@pers any more, are they unable to find them, or is it just
and negativity. | put on the record my response to that, whiclpart of this pattern of failure to disclose lack of accountability
is that we welcome every step that is taken to improve thignd that they just do not want to say?
state. We want better for this state than is happening at the One issue raised during the estimates committees was the
moment. We know the state can do better with good leadefirst home owner grant. It was revealed by the shadow
ship, good accountability and a government that supports theeasurer (the member for Hart) that, in fact, the recipients of
people rather than chastising them all the time. Howevetthe $14 000 first home owner grant do not have to spend it
whenever | hear about some development, | think of thosen the home. It can be spent on anything that is legal. This
people in my community who are not sharing in whateverscheme is once again an example of how this government and
gains we are making as a state. its colleagues in Canberra—the Howard government—do not
I was horrified two weeks ago to find out just how muchthink things through properly. There are many young and
the work force participation rate in this state has fallen during!lder people who have found the first home owner scheme—
the period of this government. While around Australiawhether it be the $7 000 or the $14 000—a real boon to their
participation in the work force has been staying about th@rospects of owning a home in the near future. It has enabled
same overall, in this state 3.5 per cent of the work force haiem to stop paying rent and fulfilling the Australian dream
given up—they are not participating in the work force anyof owning their own home. I have been really happy to
more. | doubt that too many of them are living in luxury. | Witness papers for some of the people who have come into
think that most of them are living on various forms of My electorate office celebrating the fact that they will now be
Centrelink payments, living from hand to mouth the wholeable to buy their own home.
time, worrying how they are going to pay their increased When the payment under the scheme was increased from
bills, with the 10 per cent GST, with the emergency service$7 000 to $14 000, the publicity that went with it said that it
levy, and seeing that any prosperity that comes to this staigas to promote and help the housing industry during a
is passing them by. downturn period with the GST peaks and troughs. Probably
| know from the same source, which was ProfessoSome people would argue that some peaks and troughs have
Richard Blandy at an address he gave to the Southern Succ&@en experienced because of the Olympic construction
Business Enterprise Centre recently, that people in this stafgogram.
who are employed are probably doing about the same as So, what was the real objective of the scheme? If it was
people in other parts of Australia who are employed, and thab promote the housing industry and the important jobs that
is good news. We know they could do better because we dexist in that industry, why was the payment not tied directly
not think that Howard has done a very good job of lookingto home construction or home purchase, particularly in
after working people and ordinary Australians but at leastelation to the $14 000 payment because that relates to the
South Australians in that situation are not missing outconstruction and not the purchase of a home? We hear all the
However, those who have been forced, effectively, to chooséme in this place, and certainly in electorate offices such as
to drop out of the work force are really missing out and everymine, about the lack of public housing available. We hear
piece of good news has to be tempered with the fact that ssbout people who will never be able to afford to buy a home,
many of our fellow residents in this state are forced to live inwhether they get $7 000 or $14 000 support—or probably
the poverty experienced by people who can no longe$50 000 support. They are the people about whom we heard
participate in the work force. earlier that the late George Whitten talked about—those poor
During the estimates process, quite a bit of which IPeople who will never be able to save the deposit for a home.

attended, | was really floored by the lack of accountability”here are something like 10 000 of them on the Housing
and disclosure in the current budget papers. | know | wadust waiting lists. There are people who have been on the
shocked last year by how little information it was possible towaiting list for 10 years and who you and |, sir, know will
and this year it was even more difficult. This government igP0licies—but still they are hopeful.

characterised by lack of accountability and disclosure, and it These people also want the security of a home they can
is so difficult for anyone to get information about anything. call their own. They know that in the private rental market
We have read in the press about issues to do with freedom ¢iey are subject to eviction on all sorts of occasions for all
information but that is only one part of it. We find that sorts of reasons not to do with their own behaviour. The
questions remain on thélotice Paper for months and property owner has family who want the home or they want
commitments given in the House to provide information are¢o make a different investment decision for their retirement
not followed up. We know that in past years it has takeror whatever, and so there they are—homeless. People want
months to get answers to questions asked during the estimatég security of a Housing Trust home when they feel that they
committee proceedings—and many of those questions wermannot afford a home. Then there are the people who are
simply not answered. homeless and desperate for immediate housing.
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So, what do this government and the mob in Canberra do&scaping domestic violence and have faced very difficult
Instead of looking at the biggest problems that we need ttives. They are looking to get on with their lives but they have
address as a community—and one of those problems hasvery tight budgets.
be homelessness—and instead of advancing the housing
industry and addressing the problem of homelessness and [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
housing for low income earners, they implement a scheme
that does not have proper accountability measures and no Ms THOMPSON: Before the dinner break | was talking
guarantee of achieving the objectives it sets out to gain. It wilabout the extremely tight budgets that so many women who
be helpful to many people but for others it is simply a rewardare seeking to study under the women'’s education program
for building a house. have to live by. It is a real stress for them when they have

Some people do not need to be rewarded. | could not seaven minor expenses in terms of course fees, photocopying
anything in the guidelines that would prevent Jamie Packenotes, resources, and sometimes train fares for trips to visit
from getting a first home owner grant if he so wished and he&arious institutions for them to find out more about the
had not bought a house before March 2001. Any governmersiociety in which they live. The restrictions on enrolments in
that sets up a scheme that makes it possible for people sutite women’s education program mean that they cannot enrol
as Jamie Packer to get a first home owner grant needs to logk enough subjects to qualify for extra payments from
at itself very hard and think about whom it is trying to serveCentrelink, which is a real problem for these women. | have
and what it is trying to do. to say that | admire each and every one of them who is so

Another issue that came to my attention recently whereletermined to develop a better life for themselves and their
Liberal governments at state and federal level do not interadamilies that they incur this expenditure, when the real
to consider the impact of their decisions on the communitysituation is for us to get our act together. The Howard and the
is in the area of TAFE studies, and the women'’s educatio®Isen governments need to see what is happening as a result
program in particular. | recently received a deputation ofof the legislation they introduced and to allow people to
students from the women’'s education program from theindertake mutual obligation training commitments properly
Onkaparinga Institute of TAFE. These students are extremelgnd not in a way that they are penalised financially by doing
distressed by what is happening to women’s education. Theso.
see that there is a cut in the vicinity of 20 per cent for the The policy at the moment that the women'’s education
forthcoming year, having experienced a cut of about 10 pgprogram is adopting of allowing all students at least to study
cent last year. They are also seeing a very welcome increas@e subject is putting a strain on all students, in that we now
in the number of students seeking to undertake the womenisave classes in women’s education approaching 30. This is
education program. For many years now women's educaan area where a nurturing environment and close attention to
tion—or women’s studies—has been an important way o&ncourage people who have often little formal education is
allowing women, particularly those who have been out of theeally important. The more experienced students often act as
work force for some time, to upgrade their skills and starimentors and tutors for the newer students, but classes of this
looking at either jobs or further education. size are unacceptable in such an important program. | was

| think we would all recognise in this place that peopletold by the student delegation who visited me to talk about
who have been out of the work force for some time tothis program that it was suggested to some of the contract
undertake the important job of caring for children and othersecturers, who are the main backbone of this program, that
have lost many of their workplace skills. They need aperhaps they could work for 30 hours but only be paid for
program that enables them to develop their confidence argb hours. Already there is so much of a volunteer contribu-
self-esteem as well as to update their skills to make thertion to this program, from both more experienced students
relevant to today’s work force. The women’s educationand staff, that it just about needs the volunteer of the year
program at the Noarlunga TAFE has found that many womeaward, and the suggestion that lecturers should volunteer
seeking to study there have had very little experience at aixtra services is just ridiculous.
in the work force. Often, they were fairly young mums—and  The amount of money needed to enable the approximately
are still fairly young, seeking to study and find a way into thegs students who want to study more in women’s education
work force, particularly as a result of mutual obligation js so minuscule in terms of the budget this government has
commitments. just brought down that it is really a travesty that this money

The restriction on the enrolment and funding for thecannot be found. | want to close by using the words of some
women'’s education program in TAFE is such that people argf the students in the program. They say:

not able to study their Choser.] .SUb]eCts'. The course adminis- The need for this program is growing in leaps and bounds in this

trators have taken the position that it is better to offerera of ‘mutual obligation’ for this target group who have minimal

intending students one subject just to get them involved irducation levels, employment skills and finances. They do however

study and start the rewarding path to a different life. How-have motivation, dedication and the will to achieve and become

ever, the consequence of their being able to do only on@roductive members of society in abundance.

subject instead of the three that would be a normal part-tim# is very disappointing to me that this government has not

load is that many of them are unable to qualify for thebeen able to meet these women'’s aspirations and help them

pensioner education supplement. Indeed, at the moment abaid their families get on with a new life.

a quarter of students cannot study enough subjects to qualify

for the pensioner education supplement that is supposed to The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | will make some brief

be there to help them make this transition. comments in relation to the estimates committee process in
About 50 per cent of the students are not able to study alboking at the budget. The first is a general observation. |

the subjects they want to study because of lack of fundingaave argued for a long time that the whole process of

This has an incredible consequence for peoples’ lives. Mangstimates committees needs to be reviewed, and | believe that

of those women wanting to study women’s education areé is time for upper house members to be allowed to sitin on
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those committees. | hope that, in the near future, that mattexxperience and, in particular, can take full advantage of
can be addressed because | see no justification to excludecondary schooling.
upper house members from participating, given that the |, conclusion, I refer to an issue about which | feel very
Treasurer_ is a member _of the upper hc_)use anyhow. | do n%?rongly—and this is not to take anything away from the
see that it does anything to undermine the processes gksjstance in the budget to self-funded retirees or pensioners.
parliament, but rather would provide an opportunity for all| regjise that the main thrust for the type of assistance to
members of parliament (from whichever house) to contributyhich | am referring must come from the federal government
to this process. but, nevertheless, the state government has a role regarding
| was pleased during estimates to receive a positivéhe situation of what | call the working poor: families who
reaction from the Minister for Education and Children’s are, say, on an income of $30 000 per annum gross, often
Services in relation to the possible review of school hourswhere there is one parent working, maybe one working full
The minister highlighted the situation at Enfield High School time and the other part time, and they have young children.
which, basically for senior students anyway, operates on @hese people pay tax but they do not get any concessions.
four day week. As the minister pointed out during estimatesThey are actually struggling and often trying to pay off a
the current timetable for schools, the starting times, basicallynortgage, put their children through school, and clothe and
have not altered over 100 years. | think it is appropriate thafeed them. Ironically, they are often worse off than people on
that matter be visited and considered, and | was pleased thatlfare—and | am not trying to take anything away from
the minister gave a positive response rather than rejecting theople on welfare or from pensioners, because they are
suggestion out of hand. Not only is it simply the starting anccertainly not in the category of being wealthy or living an
finishing times but also, importantly, it is what happens inextravagant lifestyle. But | believe that the working poor,
between the start and the finish of the school day. | lookhose on a low gross income with children are really doing
forward to seeing some positives come out of that reviewit tough and, sadly, they have been overlooked in this budget
process and | welcome the constructive response of thgy the state government and also by the federal government.

minister. | have recently written to both the Premier and the Prime
The issue of youth at risk has been a passion of mine foxinister asking them to conduct a review of the working poor
along time; thatis, young people who have left school earlyand examine their situation. | think that they, like the rest of
or, in some cases, been asked to leave early. | do not believs, will be amazed at how difficult it is for these people to
that we as a community can sit back and allow them to hangurvive as a family in the current economic situation. That is
around shopping centres and elsewhere and hope thaally the plea that | make, because | see the situation of these
something will happen. We know from statistics that half ofpeople frequently. They do not ask for much; they do not get
them will remain as long-term unemployed. Their chance ofuch; they pay tax but, ironically, after they pay their tax and
being employed is much less than those who have completetithout the concessions, they are often in a far worse
year 12. | continue to urge the government to pursue thisituation than the people on welfare who, heaven knows,
matter and to put resources into bringing these young peoptiemselves are not well off.
who are at risk—that is, young people who have dropped out So, that is the plea that | make very strongly to the

or who have been kicked out of school—back into a trainingsyemier—and | have also done the same at the federal level—
environment where their self-esteem can be raised, basjfa; e cannot allow families to be in that situation and it
skills imparted and their employability increased. Once againgq1d be a priority for future budgets to address this issue

| have been encouraged by the positive response from thg,q1ying a significant percentage of the population who, in
minister and the CEO of the Department of Education inmy viev% ha%e beenpseriouslgi/ overlogkgd in terms’of

relation to that matter. adequate assistance and even family friendly policies,
One area that requires considerable attention is what | calthether in the way of family concessions to attend functions

children with marginal learning disabilities; that is, children or to travel on public transport. All those issues need to be

who are not classified as warranting attendance, say, atl@oked at so that young families on a low income are not put

special school where they have severe intellectual retardaticen risk or disadvantaged and so that these young people,

or some similar disability, but who may have a learningparticularly the children in such families, do not miss out on

disability characterised, for example, in the form of dyslexiappportunities that otherwise the state and country could afford

and other marginal learning disabilities that, neverthelesshem.

have a significant impact on a child whilst at school. | believe

that is one area that needs greater resourcing, greater attentionp; s RANK | NE (Wright): 1 will be addressing one

and greater commitment. | know some schools are puttingarticular issue that | raised during the estimates committee
more effort into it. The example of Woodcroft Primary pyt, pefore | get onto that, | want to talk about an allocation
School was mentioned, which, at the start of the day, hagat has been made under the recreation and sport budget and
1OQ minutes of uninterrupted Ilte.racy programs for allpne that the government may, in fact, in the not too distant
children, and that seems to be paying off. future be expected to make. During the estimates committee
There are many students—and all members would béor the Minister for Human Services the minister detailed
aware of cases brought to them or about which they knowome initiatives in relation to urban regeneration that were
personally—who have a disadvantage or a disability, say, iteking place. He made reference to some youth initiatives that
relation to literacy and numeracy, or it might even be a mildwere happening down in Yankalilla where the local council
behavioural problem needing attention, but who do nohad developed a skate park. | made some comment at the time
qualify under the more severe categorisation as beinthat the Tea Tree Gully council was meeting that particular
disabled or having a serious disability. | plead with thenight to consider whether it would go ahead with the Golden
government to put more resources into that area so that theGgove district sports field. This is the third time that this
young people can learn throughout their whole schoolingommunity’s expectations and hopes have been lifted. This
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is the third time it has lived in great hope that it would finally =~ The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are totally out of
see this facility come to fruition. order, and | ask the member to return to her speech.

The lack of sporting facilities is reaching crisis pointinthe  MsRANKINE: The Minister for Water Resources is
Golden Grove area. This project was earmarked for comagain wrong, and | am happy to inform him who is on the
mencement back in 1990-91. Indeed, the first communitgouncil once | finish my speech, but there is not a Labor
development plan that was developed in 1987 and signed ofandidate on the council.
by the Tea Tree Gully council established these time lines and As | said, to add insult to injury, three of the councillors
identified this as a very important project. Interestingly, thisdid not turn up and two of them are from the Golden Grove
particular community development plan included photographgrea. | understand that one of them is on leave and has been
of the then mayor, and the current chief executive officer obverseas, so | guess that is understandable. But this is
the Tea Tree Gully council was one of the nominees of theurrently the biggest issue in my community, and these
Tea Tree Gully council on that planning committee. councillors were not even there—they did not front. Certain-

On that Tuesday night that our estimates committee wal, residents could be forgiven for being a bit cynical about
sitting, Tea Tree Gully council deferred its decision until thewhy they did not turn up. This decision should not have been
Thursday evening. | was able to go to this meeting and wagade without a full contingent of councillors present. They
absolutely stunned at two decisions that the council madédiad the opportunity to let us know where they stand, and they
First, they decided to go in camera and discuss this vital issudd not do it.
in secret. | make this point because the council has been | refer to the decision that the council made. Item one is
critical of the government in relation to the Golden Grovethe one that lands the telling blow: this is what kills it off.
development and a number of times has asked for open arldie motion that was passed says that in view of the risks and
accountable government in relation to the impact of thecosts of developing the Golden Grove district sports field for
Golden Grove development on the City of Tea Tree Gullygrassed playing fields council will not proceed with the
but, when it comes to decisions of the council, it seems tha@roposal before it. What will interest the government is that
it is okay for them to be made in secret. So, as the onlyhe second part of this motion says that ‘in light of the above,
person sitting in the council chamber at that time, | waghe council authorises the chief executive officer to raise the

surprised when | was asked to leave. | was then furthegoncerns with the appropriate state minister to obtain support

stunned that the council decided not to proceed. to render the site suitable for its intended use’. They want the
| consider that this is a major breach of faith with my government to pay because they say itis too costly. Is that not

community. This facility is 10 years overdue. Between 35 pefnteresting? _

cent and 40 per cent of the population is under 19 years of I will refer to the costs of Go_Iden Grove in a moment, but

age, yet this council continues to ignore and disregard theff€y want the government to pick that up. They try to reduce

needs. Older people in our area have no access to sportiH@e flak with a range of fuzz_y intentions I|ste(_j in this motion

facilities: they must travel out of the area in which they live@Nd, true to form, as | said, they are looking to the state

to access any form of sport and recreation. My communit@government to fund it. Once again, they want to pass the

has again been hung out to dry by the Tea Tree Gully counci uck. . . L

This council has shown, once again, that it has no vision and The only clear commitment in the motion is to allow the

it has no understanding of the needs of this community. olden Grove Dodgers Baseball Club to stay where it is
| was also amazed and stunned at the excuses that Weﬁgrrently, thatis, at lllyarie Reserve in Surrey Downs. There

: o P ; : ..has been a lot of community disquiet about that, and | look
proffered for this decision. First, it is a sloping site. That Isforward to seeing the community delight that the baseball

quite amazing. | would like to know where there is a flat site : . . . .
in Golden Grove. They said that the site has unsuitabl lub will not only remain where it is but will also expand its
' acilities. Other than that, the council is prepared to negotiate,

landfill which will cost $1 million to remove, yet when | , . - C
asked council officers they told me that no engineering® €xPlore and to do some planning but, again, all of this is,
use their language, indicative. Nothing is concrete. This

reports were presented to council and there are no detail o !
ecision was an absolute disgrace.

costings. So, where has this information come from? | a : i in that | itted . f th
told that the figures are indicative. This is one of the favourite was negligent In that | omitted to mention one of the

words of the Tea Tree Gully council. They often cite the 199d7t€resting parts of the decision where they voted down our

community development plan as being indicative. They déjistrict sports field. On at least one occasion, | have raised the
not need to honour it because they did not sign off on it. TheySSU€ Of a grant that was authorised by the Minister for
ecreation and Sport for this regional sporting facility. The

did sign off on the 1987 development plan, but they failed t :
tell the community about that. Has all this enlightenmen{CUncil was very slow to access these funds and start work—
taken 10 years? To add insult to injury, three of the councilil? fact, it was two years overdue when the minister said,
lors were not even present, and two are from the Golder0uUgh is enough.’ it wants to use the recreation and sport
Grove area. grant now tk? pt_Jrchasde rr]nulcr:]h angl tree and sgru.b sertlads to
. , revegetate the site, and that these be grown on during the time
Guﬁ?ﬁg;& 'I\él .(:}E.r;Berr:HSaa]'Llatzgﬁlégmji?aat:e the Tea Tree that plans for the de\_/elopment are bein_g finalised, and the
) L purchase of park furniture’. So, the council wants to spend on
MsRANKINE: No, you are wrong. That is a Golden ¢qqq5 75 000 of taxpayer funds that was supposed to be for
Grove councillor. One of the councillors who did not turn UPthe development of this sporting facility.

is a Liberal candidate. The only thing that this council can deliver is constant

TheHon. M K. Brindal: A Liberal candidate? disappointment. It lacks vision, it lacks commitment and it

MsRANKINE: A Liberal candidate. lacks credibility. We know that the situation is serious when

TheHon. M K. Brindal: What about the Labor candi- local councillors do not even have the gumption to turn up.
date? | have written to the council three times in recent weeks about

MsRANKINE: No, you are wrong— the importance of this project. | pointed out that this is a
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unique opportunity at a community level to develop afacility =~ The other issue that | want to talk about briefly tonight
that caters directly for its community and, unlike the vastrelates to the Public Trustee and the charges that it levies
majority of sport and social facilities, provide some directagainst people for whom it administers financial affairs. In
support for women’s sport as well as for male sportingparticular, | am referring to the Public Trustee tax fee, and a
activities. About 2 500 netballers play every week at thespecific case that was brought to my attention, that of
South Australian district netball courts. The Tango NetbalMr Billy Passmore, a 76 year old cerebral palsy victim who
Club has 300 players yet, if you look around for socialhas never been to school, who has never worked and who has
facilities for women who play sport, you find that there islived for 40 years in the Hampstead Centre—that is where he
none, and it seems that there will remain none. went when his parents died. His plight was brought to my

Members of a range of sporting associations with whictttention by his guardian, Mrs Iris Copeland.
| met were supportive of the establishment of a sports and Mrs Copeland undertook guardianship of Billy Passmore
social club. They recognise the need to engage our yourf§ree years ago, after she stopped working at Hampstead. He
people and to provide some positive role models for them, thad no family to care for him. He had always been a part of
expose them to a range of opportunities—whether it b&er family; he went to her home for weekends, and so on, and
sporting, administrative or support roles in which they carer children literally grew up with him. The Copelands did
actively participate—and to develop their self-esteem. Th@0t want the financial responsibility of managing
council is going to explore that but, if they were serious, theyMr Passmore’s affairs, so they sought the assistance of the
would have built clubrooms on site as an indication to the”ublic Trustee. However, Mrs Copeland's concerns have
community that that is where they are heading. But, they arB€en aroused, and not without justification. Her concerns
not doing that. Instead of making the most of this opportunife|ate to the wregularlty of the statements that_ are provided
ty, the council has once more let down the community. Andand about the ambiguity and lack of information on those
make no mistake, it will be looking for scapegoats. It will be Statements—and, certainly, that has been reflected in many
looking for this government to foot the bill: it will come Other cases that have since been brought to my attention.
bleating to the government, looking for it to pay—remember, My concern is that Mr Passmore—and, it seems, many
the council cannot afford it. like him—has very minimal transactions undertaken by the
(fublic Trustee on a fortnightly basis. Mr Passmore is solely
reliant on an age pension. From his pension of $482 a
fortnight, $399.70 is transferred to the Hampstead Centre. He

: eceives a personal allowance of $31.20 a fortnight, and the
that. The council was supposed to develop the Wynn Val . gy ; : i
community oval: it has sold land to pay for that, and works, ublic Trustee takes a commission on his pension of $26.56;

that | was promised would commence in April | do not $25.52 goes in the bank. During the space of a year, the

believe have even started yet. It also had some Ian%ommlssmn on his pension amounts to $690. In addition, he

undedicated at the district sports field site, which it had read) aczar:gegﬂ aggggw;msé;arntoon ﬁ;vde a;%l(t)lze?eocf)f$tlrgr?'s§c?i’o?1i
to sell for over $1 million. So, it was going to flog that off as ye d yh. h 'flhyd hem d h ph dit uni
well to pay for this obligation. carried out which, if I had them done through my credit union

i ) ] account, would cost me nothing.

Back in 1989, Touche Ross undertook a financial study The Copelands accepted this, but what they did not accept
of the impact of Golden Grove on the Tea Tree Gully councilyyas an additional $30 fee levied by the Public Trustee to
In the COHC|USIOI’I, TOUChe Ross Sald that the developme@ssess Whether or not Mr Passmore needed to pay tax. It |S
over time had a very positive impact upon the Tea Tree Gullyyyite outrageous. Mrs Copeland contacted the Public
council’s budget. It did some modelling, and we hear fromrystee’s office and got nowhere. She was told that it was for
it all the time that it cannot afford Golden Grove; itis costing the preparation of a tax return and that a management
it too much. In 1989 dollars, by th.e year 2001 itwas estimatgecision had been made to change this so that it was universal
ed that the Tea Tree Gully council should have made a prof, g)| clients, whether or not returns were lodged. So,
in excess of $10 million after paying for all its commitments, jrespective of whether a person has ever paid tax before in
taking into account everything—garbage collection, librarytheir Jife (and Mr Passmore never had), there was a blanket
services, road maintenance, park maintenance and caplggﬂarge of $30. He was also being charged $54 a year for
works projects, including things such as the ovals | have jusimpulance fees. He was living in a government funded health
mentioned. By the year 2004 (in 1989 dollars), it wasfacility; he did not need an ambulance subscription. | have
eS'[Imated at $195 m|"|0n. HOWeVer, n future do"ars,heard Of Other |nstances Where peop'e have pa|d pnvate

Touche Ross estimated that, by the year 2001, Tea Tree Guliedical insurance and did not need ambulance fees either but,
council would have made a profit of $25.5 million; and, by again, this was a blanket charge.

it: let it go out and tell my community that it cannot afford it. he wrote back and said that the ambulance fees are raised as
We will not swallow that line any more. a matter of course; that the income commission (that is, the
These people have a commitment: they will be asked t&26.55) is waived for some people who have less than $2 000
honour it. Each and every one of those people on council whim the bank (which is a great concession), but all estates are
did not support this proposal going ahead will be heldcharged the tax fee. He claimed that it was necessary to make
accountable, and so they should be. This time, they will noan assessment. | would like to know where and why.
be able to hide. Local government wants to be taken serioug€ertainly, the Public Trustee has an obligation to maintain
ly, and there are some wonderful examples of innovativeproper accounts, but it has absolutely no obligation, as far as
progressive local councils—and the other council in my ared,can see, to prepare taxation returns. When we contacted the
the Salisbury council, is a prime example of that. Tea Tre¢ax office, it confirmed that Mr Passmore had no tax file
Gully council has a responsibility, it has obligations, and ithumber, that his income was below the tax threshold (and that
needs to know that we expect it to honour them. has recently increased to $20 000), that there was no need to

Under the community development plan, the council als
had an obligation to develop the Greenwith community oval
and it did not do that. It allowed the two schools to pay for
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lodge a return and no need to advise of not lodging a returrframework, often despite generous endowments of natural
We went back to the Attorney and asked how many peopleesources and human capital. Government provides the
this might relate to. Of 1 520 people reliant on a pension foframework in which the fundamentals of a free enterprise
their sole source of income, none would need to lodge a tagzconomy are guaranteed. Government must also ensure that
return and all, according to the previous advice of thet maintains appropriate broad economic settings, particularly
Attorney, would be charged for the assessment and preparia-fiscal and monetary policy, which do not stifle enterprise,
tion of a tax return not required by anyone. This surely hasnvestment and growth.
to be considered an unconscionable act. In relation to the While some advocates of the free enterprise economy
ambulance fee, there are somewhere between probably 36iklieve the state which governs least is the state which
according to the Attorney’s advice, and 200 people who argoverns best, somewhere along the line compromise will be
being charged for ambulance subscriptions. It is an absolutgecessary. Democracies work through persuasion, and an
disgrace. essential problem is in persuading voters to accept a painful
process described by one professional as ‘creative destruc-
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Now is an opportune time tion’ which lies at the heart of free enterprise. Businesses rise
to reaffirm the benefits of a free enterprise, free marketind fall as they adapt or fail to adapt to changing circum-
system. Virtually all Australians realise that economic growthstances. Consider how numerous farriers were at one time
is the foundation on which each of us builds the future, anénd how scarce they are today. A more recent example of
we want more of it. Our attitudes are formed not by what wefailure to adapt would be the HIH collapse.
already have but by what we still want. The only system of The most visible effect of the process of adapting is the
government that has been proved capable of deliverinss of jobs. This is often a statistical illusion. The media
perpetually according to the rising expectations for all peoplereports the loss of hundreds of jobs, but the absorption of
including the disadvantaged, is a free enterprise economy. lose workers in hundreds of other enterprises goes unreport-
such a system, the production, distribution, pricing anced. Farriers may be as scarce as hens’ teeth today, but
consumption of goods and services are primarily determineghechanics abound in thousands, and many HIH employees
by the choices of individuals, whether acting alone or aswill be absorbed by businesses similar to HIH, taking over
corporate entities. Entrepreneurship, innovation and corthe work made available by the collapse. Nevertheless, the
sumer choice ensure that scarce resources are continuafigtion that change inevitably involves loss of employment
employed in a manner which most effectively matches theind loss of security is a deep-seated one. The perception
changing needs of society. Governments in richer societiegould appear to differ markedly from reality.
such as ours ensure that a minimum standard of living is The Australian Centre for Industrial Relations Research
available for all their citizens, however contentious theand Training has attributed job insecurity to workplace
determination of that minimum standard might be. In fact, thehange resulting from labour market deregulation, out-
provision of public goods and a safety net for those who neegourcing and downsizing and the growing trend to part-time
it requires that governments have the resources that onlytamporary and contract employment. Australian labour
prosperous, market orientated economy can deliver. market economist Mark Wooden found that the chance of
One of the most interesting pieces of literature that hasing a job and the average duration of employment are no
come across my desk is a book in support of free enterprisdifferent now from what they were 20 years ago. Wooden
published by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry irtoncluded that, despite widespread claims to the contrary,
Western Australia. It identified three fundamental prerequiemployment today is just as secure and stable as it was
sites of a free enterprise economy which form the essenti@0 years ago. His conclusion is supported by evidence from
civil institutions needed to make an economy work. They areRoy Morgan Research which shows that over the past 25
first, freedom of contract so that individuals and businessegears the great majority of people consistently expect
are unconstrained in their choices of where, when andnemployment to rise. That is the perception; reality proves
whether to buy and sell goods and services, including labouthe perception is false.
and in the prices at which they do so. The second is security The measures of wellbeing still most commonly associat-
of property rights, so that individuals are free to buy, sell anded with standard of living and quality of life are real wages
use their property as they choose. Security means that they employees, consumption and the disposable incomes of
cannot be arbitrarily deprived of their property and rights inindividuals and households. ‘Real’ here means figures that
it and that they must receive appropriate compensation ifiave been adjusted for inflation over the relative time period.
lawfully deprived (in part or in whole) of these rights. Here, Over the past 25 years real average full-time income earnings
property is taken in a wide sense to include not only physicahave risen by 21 per cent, real per capita household consump-
property but also human property and intellectual propertytion by 61 per cent and growth in real per capita disposable
| have, however, some reservations about the definition dhcome by 41 per cent. Growth in the volume of per capita
property rights in relation to products from the sea and watetonsumption has outstripped growth in disposable income
and mineral resources. The third prerequisite is a legahainly because of a steady decline in household savings from
framework which, in addition to the usual protection from 18 per cent in 1975 to 4 per cent in the year 2000. If it were
fraud, threat and violence, can be trusted to defend freedotrue that rich countries such as Australia could secure ever-
of contract and property rights impartially. improving living standards only at the cost of poor countries,
All economies which share the desirable characteristics dhen our material progress would be neither sustainable nor
high living standards, relative absence of poverty andlefensible. If this were true then poorer countries would be
individual freedom are, to a greater or lesser extent, fregetting poorer and their standard of living would be decreas-
enterprise economies dependent on these essential ciiilg. | believe this is not so.
institutions. Conversely, all those economies characterised by On average, the global trend is improving. The explosion
relative or absolute economic difficulty—the countries of theof the world’s population over the past 150 years is itself |
former USSR are characteristic—lack some or all of thebelieve an effect of improving living conditions. The gap
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between the advanced and developing worlds is not wideningy yesterday’s export data, the Liberal government has made
Developing economies on average are growing more quicklgoncerted and successful efforts to expand the economic base
than advanced economies—o5 per cent per year over the pastd lift the income of the state. This provides a sustainable
30 years as against 3 per cent per year for developed courgtnd increasing income for the government to retire public
ries. In a free market economy it is possible for all countriesector debt, pay its bills and lift the quality of life of the
to enjoy economic growth. This means that eliminating globatesidents of this state.
poverty is achievable and that the best means of achieving it The World Bank also said that the evidence is that private
is to encourage economic growth. In fact, evidence suggesfsoperty rights, stability and openness create a good environ-
that growth in poor and rich countries is mutually reinforcing,ment for poor households to increase their production and
not mutually inconsistent. income. Much of the push for freer trade is now coming from
There is a sense of dissatisfaction, anxiety and alienatiothe world’s poorest nations because it is increasingly clear
in part of the community which is inconsistent with this that this, combined with secure property rights and a good
generally favourable national and international picture. Onéegal framework, is their best chance to escape poverty. There
source of concern arises among those who acknowledge thiata perception amongst some people that the way to make the
the gains in material living standards are real but who argupoor rich is to make the rich poor. The French Revolution
that they were unsustainable. Against this pessimism mangestroyed the rich and made them poor but it did not make the
economists argue that we can in fact continue to raise livingoor rich.
standards in both rich and poor countries without hitting Economic freedom is inextricably linked to political
insurmountable constraints from either lack of resources direedom, democracy and the rule of law. Free trade benefits
an overburdened environment. The argument from history ithe community at large at the cost of formally protected
simple: pessimistic predictions of collapse of resources haviaterests, which is why governments characterised by
not eventuated. This is brought out sharply by the famouslpatronage and cronyism tend to be protectionist and interven-
fallacious Club of Rome predictions of 1972. These predictedionist. In Australia, as in most developed and many develop-
that world reserves of copper, gold, lead, mercury, naturaéhg economies, tighter environmental standards are proceed-
gas, petroleum and silver would be exhausted by 1993. ing hand in hand with openness to foreign trade. A free
The clarity of the pricing mechanism in a freely function- market economy underpinned by law and respect for property
ing economy means that if resources do become scarce theghts provides the environment most conducive to a high and
their price will rise, and both producers and consumers wilkising quality of life in all senses of the term. Innovation and
have increasing incentives to find new alternatives. Innovaeooperation will continue to deliver improvements in living
tors will have increasing incentives to devise those alternastandards without unsustainable pressure on scarce resources
tives. Even the current power prices have an up side, withnd the environment.
increasing interest and expenditure in alternative, cleaner and It is my belief that only Liberal governments, both state
now more viable sources of power from wind, sun, hot rocksand federal, can ensure that we can continue to deliver these
and waves. improving living standards to the people of our state that have
The Australian reality gap is made worse by the fact thapreviously been threatened by the huge debt levels left by
people tend to measure their own success compared with theéicent Labor governments.
contemporaries rather than with their own history. In western
societies such as Australia this pessimism is evidenced in the MSSTEVENS (Elizabeth): | want to spend a few
large number of people who assume that the rich are gettinginutes tonight talking about some of the issues that arose
richer while the poor are getting poorer, even when this is nodut of the estimates committee in which | was involved last
in fact the case. However, expectations are ever increasingyesday with the Minister for Human Services and the
as are the services provided by governments to meet therlinister for Disability Services and Minister for the Ageing.
A series of articles in thaustralian in June 2000 highlighted Before getting down to details (and perhaps because itis very
this gap between the perceptions and reality. Professor Arfresh in my mind), | must say that | found the estimates’
Harding, Director of the National Centre for Social andprocess this year to be the must frustrating, boring and
Economic Modelling, found among other things that fromvirtually useless process in which | have been involved for
1982 to 1996-97 those on the lowest incomes have enjoyeal long time. We had avoidance of the question, we had
the fastest growth in real living standards and that nationallgonfusing statements, and we had long rambling answers
there was no increase in inequality. which got off the point and which | suspect were deliberately
Governments may choose to opt for isolation rather thamisleading. It was obfuscation as | have never heard it before
free trade. A comparison of North and South Korea amphyand, as a result of that day, | really have to ask whether this
demonstrates the disadvantages of a closed economy and thikole process, which we go into every year, is worth
advantages to residents of a free economy. India tried to growontinuing, because | do not think we gain much at all.
industry behind high tariff walls, building industries on It was quite clear to me that both ministers seemed to have
import substitution rather than focusing on building exportdittle knowledge of the budget themselves, even though
and competing with imports. They found among other thingoccasionally they wanted to chide us, members of the
that economic development was left to the mercy of shiftingoppposition, for not being able to understand the papers. In one
political and bureaucratic influence, and that industriesnstance when | received a telephone call during questioning,
created were out of date and inefficient compared witlthe Minister for Human Services asked me whether | was
leading edge industries elsewhere. This is changing in pareceiving advice or instructions. | felt, ‘What a statement!
with the advent of satellite technology and the IT industry,How rich is this! He was sitting there with about 25 advisers
with India now being called the back office of the world. and we had none; yet he had the nerve to make that sort of
Research by the World Bank shows that economic growtihemark.
is necessary for a country to escape from poverty. We can | reckon about 25 advisers were present in the chamber
look at the past few years here in our own state. As illustratethst Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Of those 25 advisers,
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| suppose perhaps five would have had something to say. Time whether they have a clear idea of what he was talking
rest of them just sat there, and | have to ask whether thegbout because | would be very surprised if they have. We are
would be better employed back at the Department of Humaalso not clear on how or whether the system can be integrated
Services getting on with the job rather than sitting here. Thewith the national computerised patient system, how or
must have been bored witless by the proceedings, sitting thevenether it meets privacy standards and, most importantly, the
all day doing nothing. ongoing costs of maintaining and upgrading the system.

The process needs a good look and we have to be honest | will now return to the minister calling me a troglodyte.
about it. If we want proper scrutiny of the budget, step 1, letf being a troglodyte means being sure of getting what you
us have some budget papers that people can make senseayg actually paying for and not going headlong into a
and, step 2, let us put a fair effort into answering the quessystem—and members should remember that the person who
tions; otherwise, we should just be honest about the fact théitst signed us up for this was the former Minister for Health,
the whole thing is a charade and do away with it. the member for Adelaide, which seems to me to be giving it

| raise the issue of spending on information technology irthe kiss of death in terms of his other forays into new ideas
Human Services because | noted that in question time todand new deals—without questioning the amount of money
the minister virtually re-ran his answers to the questions thatpent and the result that you get for that money, and you hold
| put to him last week during estimates about the governthat expenditure up against other priorities, | am happy to be
ment’s expenditure on information technology in thea troglodyte because | believe | am being responsible.
Department of Human Services. To refresh everyone'€learly, that is not what the minister wanted to hear. How-
memory, | point out that the government is looking at anever, we will see.
expenditure of $90 million for computerised patient informa- | think everyone in this House would know that computing
tion systems across the department over the next five or systems—information technology—are notoriously linked
years. with black holes for expenditure of money. We have a whole

Mr Hamilton-Smith: Hear, hear! lot of people who are not familiar with this new paradigm.

Ms STEVENS: The member for Waite says ‘Hear hear!” Masses of consultants and so-called experts are running
Let us hope so, because | do not know that there are arground using the new language with the latest toys and there
guarantees that the honourable member will get what his a massive potential for people to be taken in and charged
thinks he is going to get. The OACIS program will costbig dollars. | hope this is not the case. We have raised the
$64 million all up over five years. That is a lot of money concerns and we will wait to see how things turn out. | must
when one considers that $89 million is the cost of the entirsay that | am certainly not confident that the questions have
upgrade of the Lyell McEwin Health Service. The govern-been answered and the aims of that system—which are
ment is spending more than $39 million on these systems jutudable—will, in fact, be a reality as a result of the expendi-
this year, and that is more than stage 1 of the upgrade of thare of $64 million. When you see the state of our current
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. system, and when you know—as we all do—the stresses and

In the press last week the minister called me a troglodytestrains that are currently happening, you have to ask if this
and he repeated it today in the House. He wanted to say thakpenditure is wise. We will see as the future unwinds.
I was living in prehistoric times, that | had no idea how  Another issue | want to highlight concerns the Minister for
important it is to have these systems and what a great iddaisability Services and Minister for the Ageing, the
this whole thing is. | have no problem at all with the conceptHon. Robert Lawson. | have to say that some of the answers
Obviously if hospitals, GPs, private hospitals and all parts othat he gave were the most unbelievable answers you could
the health sector can communicate information, can quicklgxpect from a minister. | draw members’ attention to
communicate patient records, patient information and tedtlansard of 26 June during the last session and ask them to
results, that would be a great boon. | have no problem witlhave a little read of my questions and his answers in relation
that. The problem is that | do not think there is any guaranteto disability services and the government’s forward planning
that that is what we will get as a result of our expenditure oto deal with the issue of unmet need. | put what | thought was
$64 million. a pretty straightforward question to the minister when | asked

| want to talk about the area where this is most obvioushim whether he could clarify the level of unmet need as at
What we get for our $64 million over five years is the eight1 July 2001. As a bit of background, that question is not
metropolitan public hospitals linked together and systems teomething that he would not have heard of because a few
enable patient information transfer, but it involves only theyears ago there was a national agreement on the level of
eight metropolitan public hospitals. | asked the minister aunmet need in disability services across Australia and he took
guestion about someone who has private health insurance apdrt in agreeing on the national and state figures, so he knew
who attended the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, or any one of thehat moneys he had put in. My question was simply, ‘What
public hospitals, as a private patient, and then on anothevould be the level of unmet need as of 1 July 20017’ | told
occasion went to Ashford Hospital. The fact is that, in ordetim that we had done some work and thinking about it and
to get a system working effectively, all the players need to b&édad come up with the figure of $18 million. | asked the
linked. The OACIS system will not necessarily link in the minister to confirm or otherwise. He told me that | was wrong
private hospitals—it will do so only if they agree—and it will but that he did not have a figure at all. He went on to say—
not necessarily link in any of the GPs. Mr Lewis interjecting:

One of the major issues, as well as transfer of information Ms STEVENS: It gets worse. He went on to say that not
in terms of hospitals, is the linkage of information betweenonly did he not have a figure but also that his department does
outside specialists and outside GPs. It is about linking thoseot regularly compile data of this nature. Further, he went on
very critical players into the loop. There is no guarantee at alio say that his department identifies needs on a case by case
that that will be covered with our $64 million. The minister basis. That is the Minister for Disability Services answering
was equally unclear, and maybe that is just his style, so & question about his department’s forward planning to address
challenge anyone to read Minister Brown’s answers and tethe level of unmet need in disability services in South
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Australia—and it is irHansard. It was the most preposterous minister’s investigation was so far short of the mark? How
response. | do not know how any minister worth their salts it that these very concerning allegations, allegations that are
could say such a thing and think that they could actually holdo serious that they could result in a royal commission, were
their head up afterwards. made through a radio station? What does that say about that

Everyone in this nation knows that the level of unmet needhnitial investigation?
in disability services is the major issue confronting govern- Mrs Geraghty: Not much.
ments. Yet, in South Australia, the minister does not know MsSTEVENS: The member for Torrens says, ‘Not
what it is because he does not compile data on a populationuch,’ and | agree.
or demographic basis; he works it out on a case by case basis.

Does this mean that when he heads off to COAG meetings Mr LEWIS(Hammond): May | take up the remark that

he has to ring and ask, ‘How many phone calls did we gewas made by the member for Elizabeth at the closing stages
today?’ or ‘How many letters did we get today?’ What a loadof her contribution and point out that | think the literal
of rubbish! | felt sorry for his cringing public servants when interpretation of the legislation under which we have been
he made such a fool of himself. Of course, the sad thing isperating since the early 1990s in relation to human tissue did
that he is actually the minister. not—and no-one took the trouble to get it across to the

Mr Lewis: For how long? medical profession—sink in. The medical profession did not

Ms STEVENS: Let us hope that it is not for too long. | understand it and, in consequence, they continued with
want to make a few comments about human tissue, which thgractices that were no different from the practices which had
Minister for Health focused on as his major issue during theevolved as part of the professional work they had been doing
estimates committees. As members would know, last weelor goodness knows how long. It had become clear from
during the estimates committees, the minister revealetesearch being done around the world that it was possible to
part one of the saga that we now know has many other partsse tissues from one live, warm human being for other live,
to it. He revealed a lot of disturbing information that affectedwarm human beings and that, in any case, such tissue at the
many people in the community. At that particular time, wepoint at which a person is pronounced dead is still suitable for
had no reason at all to doubt anything that the minister saidesearch and by using it you are not causing agony or any
In fact, events that had occurred in New South Wales wertruncation of the life of that person; it has already gone.
revealed earlier this year and an investigation was conducted Frankly, itis not all black and white and, notwithstanding
in South Australia in relation to the retention and use of bodythe shock there may be for those left living who are members
parts and we had no reason to doubt that there had been ahthe family, the loved ones of those who have died, | am
investigation here and that there had been certain practicesmpelled to consider always what is implied in that slogan
that were of concern. which, without being very theologically accurate, says:

The minister then provided a hotline number, and he saitDon’t take your organs to heaven; heaven knows we need
that people who required counselling could call that hotlinghem here.” We are very foolish indeed if we make it
number and get that counselling—which was good. That waisnpossible for medical science to use tissues and organs from
on Tuesday; it was fine and we thought that was the end afs when we have immediately departed this life. Our bodies
it. On Wednesday morning, my office and other Laborare useless to our spirit thereafter; it is our spirit that is left.
offices—and | would be surprised if some Liberal memberdf we deny the medical profession access to them under pain
did not as well—had people ringing to say that when theyof great penalty, then we will do ourselves a disservice and
rang the hotline number they got an answering machine. Myve will all suffer accordingly, and anyone who is advocating
office then decided to refer all queries to the minister’s office the kinds of additional strictures which need to be putin place
The fact is that the minister knew what he was doing on(as they see it) needs to think carefully about the implications
Tuesday and he knew what he was announcing. He knew thand how they would feel if it was their life that was going to
this would disturb a lot of people; he even said in hisbe forfeited if it could not be saved by chance of the still
statement that he understood that this could affect people buseful living organs of a person who was clinically dead, if
that it was important that the truth be heard. these organs were to be made available to them.

That is fine, but when you do that you have to take care | cannot for the life of me see that it is all evil. | under-
of the consequences, and it is quite clear that little or netand the emotions, but policy made on the basis of emotions
thought had gone into dealing with the situation. A persorwhich is at odds with good science is policy which will fail
who rang my office spent 1% hours trying to get through, ando serve the best interests of society and the increasing degree
when they finally got through, they got the answeringto which we can civilise it. There ought not to be untram-
machine. | know that hundreds of people were in thamelled access without the ethical aspects being addressed, but
situation. Belatedly, in the afternoon, they rustled up eightsome of the stuff that | have read in recent times and/or heard
nine, or however many counsellors from across the healthn the electronic media, whilst understandable, is not
system and set them up on these telephone lines. If you weeeceptable as a basis upon which to make policy change from
going to do this, you would think that this would have beenthis point forward. | have seen it from both sides—and | will
set up—that those counsellors would have been given sonmot go into that; | just will not go there tonight because, for
training to ensure that people were ready for the sorts afe, that is an emotional discussion, not one which, all the
things with which they might be confronted. It was quite clearsame, is without rational regard for reality.
that none of this was done, and | think that was highly |wantto mention another topic which | addressed during
irresponsible. the course of the estimates committees; that is, the expendi-

Anyhow, what happened last Tuesday now seems to havare on the legislature. It only got a few seconds. | missed the
been superseded by other events. It seems that we are nogportunity to question the Premier about the way in which
looking at a much more serious situation, and we will havdfunds are spent in the parliament and believe that it is simply
to wait to see what finally comes out of the inquiry which thenot appropriate, as | have said before, for a minister of the
minister has established. The question is: how is it that th€rown to have control of the purse strings of parliament, yet
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that is what we imply when we put the line for which the electronic surveillance equipment checking everything that
appropriation is made for parliament under the portfolio lineis said every minute of the day on all radio and television
of expenditure for a minister of the Crown. The solution tostations, as well as the reading of every newspaper, newsletter
this is very simple. We should set an example for the rest aénd journal that is ever published in this state or saying
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association parliamentsnything about the government. And then they churn out the
the Westminster group, by appropriating for the parliamenkind of propaganda that they believe is necessary to prop up
separately and independently from government as a separdkeir frail ministers as the front runners of the government to
bill which must pass the House before the government'setain office in the state.
budget is brought in. Appropriations for parliament oughtto  That is profligacy gone mad because, if the product were
be laid on the table of the House by the Speaker detailingrade available to all members, the same amount of inform-
what is needed to run the institution of parliament, and allowation could still be provided to the Premier and the govern-
members to debate it openly. ment from the library. If the Premier desires to have a whole
We all say at some point or other—whether or not we allbivouac of spin doctors 24 hours a day on duty in his office
mean it | sometimes wonder (and | know the party organisathat is up to him to take it out of his own budget. But it ought
tions do not)—that we openly, publicly and willingly espousenot to be a matter for parliament to starve every other mem-
the virtues of transparency and accountability. There is nber and yet be forced to keep the government in office by not
reason why we cannot have an open and frank debate abatttanging the appropriations that are made to the Premier’s
the taxpayers’ money spent in this institution, pointing outoffice as it now stands for media monitoring purposes.
how little, as a proportion of the total amount, the parliament This was the year, if there was ever a year at any time in
costs the society it serves to ensure that the other services tthee last 50 years, in which it should have been transferred
public expect government will provide are, in fact, provided.from the Premier’s office into the parliament itself, into the
It is not at all expensive. As you would know, Mr Deputy library. It should have been expanded to provide that service
Speaker, if we did away with the parliament in this state andn the library without expanding the cost to the public purse,
allowed the bureaucrats as professional public servants teecause the same amount of information would then have
make all the decisions, we would be living in hell in no time been available from the service in the library to the spin
at all, because they would ensure that the rules and reguldectors in the Premier's office and every other minister’s
tions they introduced suited their administration: the approacbffice as they get now, but the dog in the manger attitude
which their department, their staff and the organisation whichwvhich every government has taken in the nearly 22 years |
grew up inside that structure wanted for its— have been here is such that, ‘No, you must not give it to any
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: other member, even the backbench, for fear that they might
Mr LEWIS: Yes, the member for Stuart has it right, and disturb your ascendancy within your party’s role as its leader
I know he understands these points. They would becomer spokesman on the matter—and more particularly, for fear
more powerful and that would be worse than a dictatorshiphat they might disturb your comfort as Premier of the
of one, because | can tell you that you know whom to shoogovernment and/or ministers in the government. If they get
when you have a dictatorship of one, but you would not knovthe same amount of valid information about who is saying
whom to shoot in the Public Service if they were all powerful.what and why, the other members of parliament might look
| say to those people who are arguing for the abolition of théetter compared to you.” Now that is stupid; that is not in the
states and the introduction of expanded local governmenpublic interest. It may be in the interest, and indeed it
that is tosh and piffle. obviously is, of the ministers and the Premier to do it that
It is not done anywhere else in the Western Hemisphereay. But it is not in the public interest. Yet it is the public
and it will be far less satisfactory for us as citizens. We couldnoney, it is their interests and it is their state. The people are
set the example then—Ilet me come back to the main point-sovereign, and the parliament has the responsibility of
for all the other parliaments and constitutions by simplymaking government accountable. Without access to that
saying that we will amend the state’s constitution such thainformation it cannot do so.
the appropriations needed to run the parliament are made and This is an opportunity missed, and the Premier stands
passed before the government can introduce its budget bitondemned for his dog-in-the-manger attitude, his meanness
And they should properly come to the parliament as and his miserable nature. The government would have been
recommendation from the Joint Parliamentary Serviceno worse off: everybody could have had access to the inform-
Committee as the body delegated by this and the other plaegion from the parliamentary library on the internet, wherever
to look at the minutiae and approve the proposed budgehey were—in a ministerial office across town, in an elector-
before it is debated. | am sure we would get a lot more sensate office across the state, in Ceduna or anywhere else, or in
into the public interest here than we have otherwise been abtbeir homes. We would all have been better informed and the
to do. standard of debate would have risen accordingly, because the
I illustrate that by referring to the idiocy of the presentinformation would have been collected and objectively as-
arrangement for media monitoring. You have the Leader o§essed by people who are professional in their work and not
the Opposition upstairs trying to do the best he can—and tbeholden to any political party or government for their
is better than was possible for the Minister for Humanposition. And | guess, also, it would have been obtained at
Services and member for Finniss when he was oppositiomuch less expense for each person because you could hire
leader, and that was better than what Dale Baker was able such people and give them security of employment in the par-
do in monitoring the media. The equipment and staff that thejiamentary library for less than you would otherwise hire the
have available is grossly inadequate given the responsibilitgame skills if the security of tenure depended on their
they have as Her Majesty’s loyal opposition, whoever that igmployers re-election to office. So, the contracts that suck the
from time to time. Yet on the other side of it, we have themoney out of the taxpayers’ purse are in excess of what is
profligacy of 19 journalists and—I do not know because theeally necessary to provide that information to just one
Premier has never revealed it—over $1 million worth ofsection of the parliament against the public interest.
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| turn next to the question, if there is one—and | hopeof their natural advantages is that they have shallow, abun-
there is not: | am not wishing to contradict myself—of the dant fresh water available, yet they pay the same amount as
Governor. | congratulate both the Premier and, more participeople living in more remote communities where it costs a
larly—she said call me Marj—the Governor-elect, Marjorie hell of a lot more than around $1 a kilolitre to deliver water.
Jackson Nelson. | think | have said that the right way roundt think that is wrong, because it denies them the chance to
| apologise if | have not. Some journalists write it as Marjoriedevelop their communities using the natural advantages at
Nelson Jackson whereas others write it as Marjorie Jacksdheir disposal. They are literally subsidising the consumption
Nelson. I do not know who is right and who is wrong. | say of water not just in Adelaide but, more particularly, in some
to her: congratulations. | hope that the rigours of office carareas of South Australia such as Yorke Peninsula which is
be embraced by her as they were so ably embraced by peoptamote from its source of water and which relies on the
who were her predecessors—people such as Sir Mar®tockport pipeline from Swan Reach pumping station, and
Oliphant and the like—in recent times where no explicitother communities which rely on the Morgan to Whyalla
focus was put on an understanding of the legal pleasantrigspeline, and all the way to Woomera: it costs a lot more than
of the constitution and the role of the head of state. Thatrol&1 a kilolitre to get it there, and it is crook that the
is not simply ceremonial but it is, indeed, to ensure that wegovernment cannot address that in all fairness. The govern-
behave in parliament and, more particularly, that government says that everything else has to be on the basis of cost
ments behave in compliance with the Constitution. That is theecovery and competition. That is simply crook and it flies
real check, balance and reason for having a head of statethe face of what the government otherwise says itis doing.
separate from the head of government—to ensure that, shoulddiscriminates against the interests of those communities
a government attempt to do what leaders in some otheand I will forever carp about that until it is fixed, in the same
countries have done and are presently trying to do, then it imay that Max Brown used to carp about having filtered water
prevented. Nothing illegal is tolerated. We do not want tofor Whyalla.
become China, Indonesia, Iran or Iraqg. Time expired.

TheHon. G.M. Gunn: Zimbabwe.

Mr LEWIS: Zimbabwe, yes. There is a string of countries MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | was very interested that
where that sort of thing arises. In the process of evolution anthe government announced in the budget that it was going to
understanding of the societies involved, degrees of develogiive a grant to the public to encourage the installation of solar
ment are occurring to get to the point that we are at. Whilshot water systems. | noted during estimates that the Minister
we are not perfect, | am quite sure, from my experience ofor Minerals and Energy spoke about this issue. In his media
what | have seen elsewhere over my lifetime, that this is akelease, he said that between $500 and $700 per system will
good as it gets anywhere in the world today as far as havinge paid directly to consumers and that the government is
a system of government in which everybody is in somedoing this to reduce greenhouse emissions through sustain-
measure accountable. | can go out of here tonight and | kno@ble energy use. It is not often that this state government has
I will not be set upon by henchmen from the Premier’s office,committed itself to policies that deserve some praise but, in
but | know that if | were to make these remarks abouthis case, | commend the minister for implementing this grant
President Wahid in the Indonesian parliament | would fear fobecause we have a responsibility to reduce greenhouse gases
my life. | would not make such remarks unless | wasin Australia. We have, unfortunately, experienced inter-
absolutely certain that | could out-gun anybody who wagational criticism because Australia has been seen to be
gunning for me the moment | went outside. You would be adragging its feet in reducing greenhouse gases. This was
fool otherwise: you would not be alive for long. evidenced at a recent international convention where

During the estimates committees | suggested to théustralia was criticised for its weakened position on the
Premier a method by which we might improve the process oKyoto protocol.
the appointment of our governors, but he dismissed it as Recently, one of my constituents, Doris, who is an
being radical. Aboriginal housing tenant, discovered that her solar hot water

The Hon. G.M. Gunn: What was the suggestion? service had broken down. When she inquired of the Abori-

Mr LEWIS: The suggestion was, quite simply, that all ginal housing unit about getting it either repaired or replaced,
members of both houses of parliament should meet with thehe was told that the department would replace the solar hot
mayors and chairs of the district councils around Souttwater service with a gas or electric hot water unit, depending
Australia in one convocation and elect a recommendedn which service was connected to her home. | find that
nominee. It would be a bold Premier who would go againstather extraordinary, and so does Doris. She simply cannot
the wishes of such a broadly based group of people who haghderstand why her solar hot water service cannot be repaired
thought carefully about who ought to be in the position ofor replaced. Obviously, it is cheaper for her to run, but the use
head of state. | think that would be a preferable systenof a solar hot water service is being encouraged and people
because it would be free of the risk of the accusation that thare being given a financial incentive by the government to
appointment to the position was made on a partisan basisinstall them.
really fear that is what might happen in the near future, and It seems to me that, where we already have a solar hot
| believe it has happened in some measure in Victoria and iwater service installed on a South Australian Housing Trust
New South Wales. The office has lost its role and relevancproperty, it would be in keeping with the government’s
as the watchdog to ensure that the rules are obeyed. recently announced policy on sustainable energy use to

I move on and make a plea about another matter to whicteplace the solar service with another solar service. My
| drew attention during the estimates committees, and that isonstituent now has had to live without hot water for over a
that the communities in the Mallee are blessed with undemeek and, of course, we would all accept that that is a totally
ground water but they are cursed with the tyranny of distancitolerable situation. I am not holding the officers of the
and the cost of suppling other things in reliable mannerAboriginal Housing Unit responsible for this because, as it
including electricity which is delivered down wire. But, one has said, government policy does not recognise solar



1948 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 3 July 2001

appliances for repair or replacement so, basically, its hands The Hon. G.M. GUNN: No. Surely the member under-
are tied. stands. Some of the areas from the past, such as franchise
| have written to the Minister for Human Services, becauséaxes, are no longer available to state governments. There is
this matter falls under his portfolio. But | thought it was a very limited revenue area if governments are foolish enough
worth raising in the House to highlight what can, | guessfo go unwisely down the track of wanting to drastically
only be called hypocrisy when it comes to the government'éncrease expenditure, which will have a very dampening
putting its commitments into practice. | think this is a greateffect upon the economy of South Australia.
opportunity that has gone begging. We could have had the The member for Hart did not in any way indicate to this
government setting a great example to the community byHouse what the Labor Party’s spending program is. What |
saying, ‘We are following up on our own policy.’ | do not would like to know from the member for Hart is: will he
know whether it is a lack of communication between oneincrease government expenditure? If we were ever unfortu-
government department and another, but it does seemate enough to have the member and his colleagues in
incredibly hypocritical. government, what would be their spending program? We are
entitled to know. The public of South Australia is entitled to
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am very pleased to know. The opposition has adopted the attitude of being
speak in this debate. | was just discussing this matter with theritical, of going around and saying how bad things are and
honourable member who had made a number of commenigcepting no responsibility for their previous actions, but they
in relation to how the parliament should be funded and théave not told us where they will spend the money or how they
necessary course of action which may take place in the futurgyill get it—whether they will change the priorities, whether
I have found the debates we have had over the previousey will change the operations of government enterprises.
couple of weeks in the budget estimates quite interesting. We are entitled to know.

Mrs Geraghty: You hurried us along. One of the things that the member for Hart did do during
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | thought that was one of my the estimates committees is get a headline—and he is always
better acts, because | did not think that— keen to have a headline. | picked up thavertiser of Friday
Ms Key interjecting: 22 June and saw an article headed ‘The pokies claim an MP
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | was my usual amenable and can'’t prove’. | thought that this was interesting, because we
cooperative self. have listened at great length—
Mr Hamilton-Smith: He’s been very good today. Even  Mr Foley interjecting:
in the party room he was very nice today. TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am pleased that the honourable
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: My usual amenable self. member is now in the chamber. Perhaps he will have a second
Mr Hamilton-Smith: He was a gentleman. opportunity to tell us what his alternative budget is, because

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | always am when | have been | am interested. | was particularly interested, because | like
successful, and when | am getting my own way. It wago read the paper about 6 o’clock in the morning—
interesting listening to the alternative points of view that were  Mr Foley: What paper was it?
being put forward, and the various options of members asto TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The Advertise—that well
how the money should be allocated and how we should dividgformed Murdoch journal. I have to say that | am not one of
the turkey up. This afternoon, we heard a long dissertatiofis fans. | do not mind if they print it, but—
from the shadow treasurer, the member for Hart. | was MsKey: | thought that you were &imes fan.

listening with bated breath, because | thought now— TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, | am a fan of thé-ondon

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: T : . -
imes, and | read it on one of those electronic devices that |
JrehH on.hG I\N/I : GUN!l\ll.bYes,I:jwars],. Ihad thg speaker ?ln do not find easy to manage. However, | picked up this article.
and | thought, "Now well be told, chapter and verse, whalg;,q genator Buckland has been appointed, having followed
this alternative budget is.” We have listened, we have beeg former member of this House who is well known to me. it
through the process. We had the member for Hart issuin he first time | h him in orint. Th icl .
forth: he had his dark suit on and he did his buttons up. buE '€ St ime | have seen him in print. The article states:

the television cameras had gone, and he looked a bit deflat%d A claim raised in state parliament that a firsthome buyer wasted
IS $14 000 federal government grant on poker machines was

about that. However, we heard nothing. We did not heaj,nspstantiated, a Labor Senator admitted yesterday. SA Senator
whether he would increase expenditure in one area; whetheeoff Buckland described the allegation aired by opposition treasury
he would increase the 31 per cent that we spent on health tpokesman Kevin Foley in parliament yesterday as ‘anecdotal
38 per cent—because the member for Elizabeth is alwayYidence'. But outside parliament Mr Foley said that whether the
seeking more money. Then we have the member for Tayloﬁ%s:é ?Jt(g)é)sli\ll)vlae§ true or false becomes irrelevant once it became clear
who wants to increase the 28 per cent on education. If we do . .

that, we will have to do one of two things: reduce expenditurdt may be possible, but we have yet to have any evidence.

elsewhere or raise more revenue. It is quite simple. Mr Foley said:
Mrs Geraghty: There’s nothing left to sell, is there? You  He (Senator Buckland) did some checking and was astonished,
sold it all. as | am, that the events as described can occur.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: You spent it; we had to pay for Had they occurred, what steps does the honourable member
it. You spent it, you blew the overdraft. You increased therecommend—except to gain this headline? | was quite
overdraft to a point where the bank manager called in thénterested to hear the shadow treasurer, someone who aspires
loan. And, of course, the member for Torrens, in a nice wayto high office and who would be entrusted with the finances
had to have a bit of a shot, but she was not correct. Surely sh this state, talk about the day when he will have rigorous
also recognises that the methods of raising revenue for stagentrols, and will make sure that all ministers meet their
governments have been greatly restricted in recent times. deadlines. It will be the first Labor government in the history

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: of Australia, or anywhere else in the world, that has done
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that, if that takes place; they do not have a good record in thi®ok pleased with me at all, and he said no. | asked to him,
area. The article continues: ‘Well, what have we been talking about for the past half an
It appears that there are no requirements as to how the mondiPur?’ I was told afterwards that that was not an appropriate
issued under the scheme is to be used—provided, of course, that thelestion to ask. | thought it was very appropriate.
recipient is eligible to receive it. Notwithstanding those comments, | think there is some
Goodness me, that is enlightening. So, the honourableerit for this suggestion. | am of the view that this parliament
member achieved his headline. Then, of course, | turned oveloes not have sufficient resources to allow members to carry
a few pages, only to see that he got a second mention in thaut their responsibilities, particularly some of the committee
paper—and | thought that this was even better. The articleork. If one compares the appropriations that they have in
reads: New South Wales and elsewhere—I think probably they have
Yesterday, Opposition Treasury spokesman Kevin Foley claime§0One a bit too far the other way—one sees that it is not
a man who had qualified for a $14 000 Federal Government firstpossible for some of the committees to do some of the work
home-buyers grant had blown the money on poker machineshat they want to do. | do not think anyone could accuse this

Mr Foley admitted hearing the story from an ALP senator who later, , i ; ;
agreed he had not raised it in the Federal Parliament because it ngrllament of having an excess amount of funding. We are

merely anecdotal. Mr Foley knew the story had not been authenticagware of how difficult it is for members to carry out certain
ed yet raised it as if it was a fact. It is disgraceful and unacceptablef their functions. The select committee which is looking at

for our political leaders to make claims of this type without checkingthe processes of this parliament ought to examine that matter
the facts. because | think it has a great deal of merit.
That is correct. While we are talking about it, we want some  There is another matter which has a great deal of merit and
facts, because we have had this extensive examination of tla¢hich this select committee ought to look at it in some detail
budget. We have had members trotting out all sorts ofo come to a bipartisan agreement. This will not happen
requests and making comments to ministers at length, but wenless both sides of politics accept that the parliament should
have not had put to us any alternative programs, suggestiohave as much independence as possible. The parliament does
or data that would clearly indicate to us what an alternativenot belong to the government, the Liberal Party or the Labor
government budget would be. Party. It really is the voice of the people of South Australia.

The Minister for Human Services raised in the House thet is there so that people can raise issues without fear or
difficulties that have arisen in relation to the taking of humanfavour and have them debated. It is an instrument whereby
tissue and all the related matters. | want to raise an issue jmeople can feel that their points of view will be put clearly
relation to that matter. | received a telephone call from aand precisely, and that there will not be undue restriction on
constituent of mine today who was most concerned that thithem. There is a tendency in democracies for governments of
matter had gone on and on in the media and that an attemali persuasions to look inward. They do not like being
was being made to continue to highlight in great detail someuestioned—and | suppose that is natural. However, | think
of the actions that have been taken. That was causing a grehgre is great merit in that.
deal of personal distress and concern to people who had had There is another matter which greatly concerns me. | am
loved ones and little children die and who may have hadne of those people who believe that parliaments across
extensive autopsies carried out on them. It was bringing alustralia should consist of people from a broad spectrum.
that pain and grief back to them. Young people should not be deterred from coming into the

| think there comes a stage where the media must bparliamentary process. | am quite disturbed that it appears
cautious that in informing the public they are also aware othat the federal parliament has bowed to some quite hysterical
the effects that running some of these quite detailed anthedia pressure—and it is a dangerous thing when parliaments
distressing stories will have on those people who have beasontinue to react to pressure from the media—to change the
affected or the organs or tissue of members of whose familfederal superannuation rules. What it will do is prevent
may have been used for some of these procedures. The medgtain young people from offering themselves for parliamen-
have a responsibility not only to report but also to be awareary service. They may wish to do so for only a limited period
of the hurt and suffering that can take place. This constituerdf their life. Some people say that after serving only a couple
of mine was most concerned that this process had gone on fof terms they should not be entitled to superannuation, that
a considerable number of days, and that the media seemedttey should not be allowed to get on the gravy train.
have worked themselves into a considerable frenzy over the What has to be clearly understood is that, if we want to
issue, but they had failed to appreciate that there was anothattract young people into the parliament, it means that often
side of the story and that another group of people wouldhey have to leave secure employment and secure superan-
suffer considerably in relation to this matter. nuation benefits in the future. Their families will resist quite

I want to comment briefly on a second matter. Thestrongly. If they go into the parliament in a marginal or semi-
member for Hammond gave a lengthy address in relation tmarginal seat, there is a fair chance they will not serve in the
the parliament’s having its own appropriation. That courseoarliament for any length of time. If people look at it sensibly
of action has been suggested on a number of occasions. | #efore they put their name forward, many of them will come
not disagree with the principle. | well recall attending ato the conclusion that they do not want to offer themselves.
presiding officers conference in the 1980s when | was Deputj/think that would be a great pity.
Speaker in this place, and the then Speaker of the House of If we are not careful with this process, we will restrict the
Representatives, the RtHon. Billy Snedden, gave thagroups of people who will be able to offer themselves for
conference a half hour dissertation on what a great angarliament. Unless someone has a guarantee from their
wonderful suggestion this would be and why it should takeexisting employer that they can go back to their particular
place in parliaments of Australia and elsewhere. After he hathdustry, or they are self-employed, or they have a profession
finished his half hour address questions were invited. | got um which they can continue, it will create the situation where
and asked him whether when he was the Treasurer of thmembers of parliament will feel that, if they come from a
commonwealth of Australia he held those views. He did noprofession—a doctor, lawyer, dentist, and so on—they must
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continue to have involvement in that profession so that they The education estimates process did not start out too well
will not disadvantage themselves and will not lose track othis year. It commenced with a very snarly, arrogant letter
what is going on, so they can readily go back to that profesfrom the minister to me regarding the estimates timetable. |
sion if they are unsuccessful at the next election. received a very condescending letter from Minister Buckby
When people think about these issues, | do not think thaand | guess it was an indication of the contempt with which
is what they really want. Members of parliament should béhe was to pursue the estimates process. That condescension
focused and giving their attention to it. | have some concernicluded the claim that somehow it was my failing that he
about the process, and | sincerely hope that all these issuesuld have so many staffers present in estimates.
are given careful consideration because it would be a great As the member for Elizabeth reported in terms of the
pity if people in this country are denied the opportunity tohealth estimates, there was a cast of thousands at the educa-
enter the various state parliaments at a young age becausdioh estimates. | politely wrote back to the minister saying
fear of not being able to have gainful employment afterthat my questions would be simple, that he should have no
serving a couple of terms of parliament. problem with answering them, and that, apart from the chief
Earlier today | raised the issue of the AWU elections, andexecutive, he would need no other staff present. However, as
I will refer to that during the next couple of weeks becausés his right, he chose to have a cast of thousands. He then
I think it is most interesting that the honourable member foimplied that somehow | was responsible for the cost of their
Spence got himself involved in that matter. Another point ofbeing there.
interest to me is that, when | raised certain aspects of this | thought that was rather cute coming from a minister who,
matter on a previous occasion, nothing appeared in the lochlam told—as he has done in previous years—has had his
paper, theAdvertiser, but it did appear in théustralian. It~ senior staff tied up for months preparing for the estimates.
was rather interesting that that was the case and | wa#/hat a waste of resources. On top of that, it was particularly
somewhat surprised because, when members get themselypocritical of the minister to raise this as an issue given that
involved in these sorts of controversies, usually the media ihe has been tying up the resources of senior executives and
this state shows some interest, particularly when the consenior departmental staff for a long time in monitoring the
ments that | made were supported by statutory declarationactivities of the DETE select committee. The minister’s own
However, that is probably a matter for another occasion. staffers, the chief executive and senior staff members have
| am pleased to have had the opportunity to make theseeen represented at every single meeting of the DETE select
comments because the budget process is the most importagtmmittee, scribbling notes and making sure that anyone
debate that we have in this parliament. It is very importangiving evidence could see that there was a departmental
that we give careful scrutiny to the in excess of $7 00Qpresence. So, it was very hypocritical of the minister to talk
million that we are going to approve and spend on behalf oébout the use of departmental resources when he flagrantly
the taxpayers of South Australia. | am sure that taxpayerBas used the time of senior executives for those purposes.
expect us to question the government in detail and | am sure There are very few lines in the education budget. In fact,
that we are going to get the best possible return on thahe statement of financial performance contains six items:
money, and my electorate has received a considerable amow@tployee entitlements (which take up roughly 70 per cent of
of assistance from this budget. the budget); supplies and services (18 per cent); depreciation;
Time expired. interest; grants and subsidies (roughly 8 per cent); and other
expenses. Those are the lines in the budget. There are five
MsWHITE (Taylor): | concur very strongly with what output classes: the education and training output class
my colleague the member for Elizabeth, the shadow ministesiccounts for $1.7 billion of the $1.8 billion budget; then there
for health, said about the usefulness of estimates committease child care; employment services; coordination and advice;
this year. Indeed, they were quite useless in terms of gettingnd youth services. My colleague Stephanie Key (the shadow
information from ministers about the budget papers and theinister for training and youth) had responsibility for the
items contained in the budget. As the years go by, we finthtter three output classes, and | concentrated on the education
that less and less information is given in the budget papetand training and child care lines.
and this year the information was particularly scanty. twas Throughout the day, | asked the minister a few very
very much an attempt by the government to hide the detail afimple questions. In all, | asked him, substantially, seven
the budget but, when we got to the estimates committeeguestions, and | might say that he answered none of them.
disappointingly we found ministers ducking and weaving,The scant details that he provided were evasive. He did not
speaking gobbledegook and saying anything in response threctly answer my questions. With all his staff present, he
guestions just so long as they did not address the issues amds unable to give basic budgetary information on matters
so they could not be held accountable. Ministers can get awaguch as the TAFE budget for the last financial year. | asked
with that currently in this parliament but the big question isthe minister how much the government spent on TAFE in
whether the voters of South Australia will allow them to getSouth Australia. He said that that was too complicated a
away with what they are hiding within these budget papersquestion. He said, ‘Give me another one.’ His reply was:
| refer particularly to the education estimates process;Too complicated; can’t answer; I'll have to get back to you.’
which, as | say, was a most unsatisfactory one. The ministérhis was a pretty basic question. When | asked him what
was very smug in his avoidance of answering my questionsvere the budgets for the TAFE institutes, he said that my
It is very difficult for opposition members to get very much question was too detailed and that he could not answer—"'ll
information from a minister under the current situationhave to get back to you.' These were very simple questions.
because we get very few questions and very few follow-ups The budget for vocational education and training last year
and there are long dorothy dixers from the other side. Thevas $320 million; this year itis only $291.4 million. | asked
result is very few answers to our own questions. At one pointhe minister what happened to that $28 million. That became
it took me nine questions to get half of one answer to a vera very interesting question indeed. The minister did not
simple question. provide a satisfactory answer. In fact, at one stage he was
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trying to say that the budget papers were wrong. Whichremotely looked like utility cost savings. So | asked the
budget papers: this year’s, last year’s, or perhaps the yearinister about this. The response that came back was:
before? He was shifty and evasive—too tricky. Thatiswhat  there are savings but not of a significant nature.

the people of South Australia will see from this government, _ . . . )

In the last financial year, the government spent on educatiohS IS the item that the explanation to the budget papers
$1 803 million; this year it is budgeting to spend Cl2IMSis the significant source of this variation. It continues:
$1 803 million—no increase. Yet, that budget has to absorb In the P21 scenario, if savings are made those savings are
an increase of $27.6 million in wages and salary, based on tHgtained by the sites. That is quite clear. So, outside the P21 situation
number of teachers in the system (which is a decrease thie are looking at other savings that may be in non-P21 situations.
financial year). So, the government has to absorb that amourithat was the response | got. Further, when | continued to
plus all the inflationary costs that must be absorbed as welfluestion the minister about this $30 million decrease in
A pretty basic question to ask is, ‘What gives, minister?’ Theproposed expenditure and the claim that these savings were
minister says, ‘Nothing’; there is no increase in funding andsomehow going to come from utility costs, | asked him about
no accounting for inflation or increased wages costs, and thglectricity costs to schools. We went around in circles, with
minister uses a whole lot of gobbledegook to get around theany questions trying to get to the bottom of this, until
guestion. finally the minister had to admit:

My very first question to the minister was, ‘Why isitthat o, we are not talking about a decrease in electricity costs.

expenditur? ?]n ebdtécation nex;fir;anciaﬂyear will be less thaglectricity costs amongst the department comes to a figure
a quarter of the budgetary cake from the state government? -t ! , e
d geary g of $11.7 million—quite a substantial utilities cost. But the

The minister's response was, ‘That is too simplistic an__.™: X h
P b minister at one stage admitted that there would be increased

attitude. It is not the amount of money that counts.” After lectricit ts having to be absorbed ab |
arguing with my figures (I had quoted from previous yearse EctriCity COstS having o be absorbed above any suppiemen-

that showed a decline in expenditure on education) anH"tion that Treasury would provide to the edgcation dep?‘”‘
saying that | was selectively quoting, he came up with exactiy"ent: He could not say how much but promised to provide
the same figures that showed there was indeed a decline {fit- It iS almost two weeks since that estimates committee
expenditure. To the questions seeking to ascertain the benefitd | am yet to get any clarification on that matter from the
from the sale of ETSA, the promised increase in educatioﬁmn'Ste,r' ) ) . o
expenditure, and a bigger share of the cake for education, the Obviously there are quite serious discrepancies in the
minister had no answers. budget papers, yet not any satisfactory explanation as to how
| next asked the minister to go through each of thenulti-million dollar figures have been manipulated in the
budgetary outputs for education and training and the childP@pers. There was an underspend in the capital works budget
care area and explain the differences between what was sp&t$15 million. There was an overspend from the common-
against what was budgeted. However, it was far too difficultWealth contribution to capital works of roughly $1 million,
We started down that path; they looked at child-care, preS0 We had a$16 million shortfall from the state government.
school and got stuck on vocational education and training/Vhen | questioned about that, a figure of $12 million for
Why? Because there is a difference of $28 million betweefninor works came up in response. Where is that accounted
last year's and this year's budgets. How did the ministefOr, minister? You underspent the capital works budget. How
explain that difference? First, after much argy-bargy andould you have transferred $12 million in there for next
probably half a dozen questions, the answer came backears budget? The statement for minor works does not add
“There were inaccuracies in the output cost calculations in theP to $12 million. ‘Oh well,’ comes the answer, ‘it is not that
2000-01 budget papers.’ He was basically saying that lagpinor works on that page, it is something else.’ ‘Where is it
year's budget papers were wrong. He said, ‘There was aﬁccpunted for, minister?’ | asked. We go arour]d and arouqd
error made in assigning costs between pre-school educatidf, circles: gobbledygook, non-answers, evasion and again
reception to year 12 education and training and vocationdliding what is going on in this budget.
education and training.’ It was a totally unsatisfactory process in the estimates
| continued to question the minister and test the informacommittee. Clearly multi-million dollars are being pushed
tion that he gave as he went round and round in circles. Orn@round from this bucket to that and the minister refuses to
would have to ask the question: if mistakes were made in thiglearly state where money has gone, where it has been spent,
or last year’s budget papers or the budget papers for the yeand his arrogant attitude is: what are you worried about? | am
before that—and we are talking about $28 million and not avorried about the fact that the South Australian public were
trifling amount—why did not the Treasurer or the ministerpromised an increase in education spending. That impacts on
come back into parliament—as they are required to do—an@ur schools, TAFE colleges, pre-schools and child care
explain that difference? No, it was of trifling insignificance services. For the minister to come out and say that these
and, according to the minister, he would have to take it all orimulti-million dollar figures are insignificant, that they do not
notice. matter, that the fact that we have seen a cut in real terms to
| also asked the minister to explain a $30 million decreas#he expenditure proposed from next year over what was spent
in budgeted expenditure in the line, ‘Other supplies andast year, is of significance to the South Australian public,
services'. Supplies and services are for schools, pre-schooRarticularly in light of the fact that they were promised a
TAFEs and basically translates into services to students affbnanza in education spending after the sale of ETSA.
education communities. The budgetary explanation states: The minister can duck and weave, but he is the one who
The decrease in other supplies and services relates mainly f2s to explain to the public of South Australia why, after all
improved asset management practices to reduce utility and othéine pain that we have had with this Liberal government and
overhead costs. after all the promises of a better deal for education, this
| asked the minister to break down that $30.7 million and hegovernment came up with less than 24 per cent of the pie for
came up with some figures but nothing in there that eveeducation and a cut in real terms.
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Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to contribute  surplus budget, instead of the $300 million per annum deficit
to this debate on the appropriations and the budget on behdlfat we inherited from Labor through its incompetent
of the people of Waite in order to support it, to congratulateeconomic management, we have more money that we are able
the government on the services that it is delivering to théo spend on the programs that matter to people. In my
people in my constituency and to comment on the pitfalls anélectorate of Waite, which includes most of Mitcham and a
shortcomings foreshadowed in the opposition’s approach tpart of Unley, we have delivered fantastic dividends in the
the appropriations in the budget, in particular, its lack ofenvironment.
vision for the future of the state. I might just mention a few and | will begin with the

What the budget has done is set down a course to followutstanding initiative of Minister Evans called Yarrebilla, the
through which South Australia might rebuild its economy andGreater Mount Lofty Park, a program which has been talked
its economic development, and indeed it is already doing thafbout by political parties and by various non-public bodies,
We have had news this week of outstanding economiother individuals and leading members of the community for
performance for the state. We have Access Economics armcades and which this government has been able to fund and
other commentators describing the state as the untold successdiver for people. After years of waffle from the Labor Party
story. We have figures and statistics showing that our exporand the Democrats, in particular the latter, a Liberal govern-
and our economic growth are outperforming every other statment has delivered the Greater Mount Lofty Park—a
in Australia. So, it is already happening. This budget iscommon management plan and concept for the coordinated
adding extra momentum to that economic growth. management and upgrading of all the parks throughout the

The opposition seems to fail to understand, and it hag&delaide Hills.
shown that it clearly does not understand through the In Waite, our Brownhill Creek Recreation Park and the
estimates process that, if you do not have economic developelair National Park will be our contribution to that greater
ment, you cannot have education, health and welfargision. Not only that, Minister Laidlaw has delivered better
programs. If you do not have the money coming in, youplanning regulations in regard to the removal of trees from
cannot have the money going out. It is like breathing in andhe suburban areas, and the people in my constituency
breathing out. You set up the economy in such a way thagparticularly welcome that. We now have measures in place
your revenues are coming in so that you can then deliver tto preserve the flora and fauna in our suburbs in a way that
people better social services, better education and bettap previous government was able to do. We also have seen
welfare. That is how it works in government, but all we hearthe introduction of planning measures designed to preserve
from the opposition is calls for more spending. the architectural heritage that resides within our suburbs

Unless you have an economy that is thriving; unless yothrough initiatives from our government, in particular, the
have economic development in the state; unless you haveagproval of new PARs in Mitcham (for Mitcham Village) and
population that is growing and businesses that are thrivin@olonel Light Gardens, which have enabled new planning
and able to do good business interstate and overseas; unlesgimes to be introduced and which will see those areas
you have small business in a position to hire extra people; angreserved and the character and liveliness of those suburbs
unless you have better and more competitive costs faretained in perpetuity.
business—for example, reducing their WorkCover costs, their  All of that has been achieved because Minister Laidlaw
payroll tax and the cost of doing business, as this budget hdistened to people and has taken action in response to their
done—people will not be employed and therefore they willconcerns to deliver a better quality of life for them. The
not earn a wage, and they will be unable to support themeommunity, through organisations such as the Friends of
selves. By doing all these things, you have fewer people oBrownhill Creek (and with the cooperation of ministers
the dole, in need of welfare or assistance. This is the pointaidlaw and Evans), has taken action to do something about
that the opposition does not seem to grasp—it is likeBrownhill Creek. Even the Minister for Police, Correctional
breathing in and breathing out. Services and Emergency Services has been involved in

Yet in their critique of this budget all we have heard fromproviding detainees, or prisoners, to participate in certain
opposition members is talk about inputs: we need to spendork programs throughout the creek. Minister Evans has
more money on education; we need to spend more money gmovided funding for a management plan for the Brownhill
health; we need to spend more money on this; and we nedtreek Recreation Park to be developed.
to spend more money on that. What our government is | am in negotiations with Minister Brindal about extra
focused on is outputs. What our government is focused ofunding to the Patawalonga Catchment Board to enable the
and what this budget and these appropriations are based temoval of woody weeds and non-natives from the creek to
is trying to get results for people. If we can find a way tobe enhanced and improved, building on earlier trials that have
deliver twice the bang for the same buck, we will. If we canbeen conducted along those lines. | particularly commend
find more efficient ways to deliver services, we will. If it Marcus Beresford and David Wagner of the groups that are
involves outsourcing, if it involves privatisation or if it vitally interested in preserving Brownhill Creek for the work
involves finding ways to make government enterprises morthat they have undertaken to promote the interests of
efficient and more competitive, then we will follow that Brownhill Creek Reserve and the creek itself.
course, because, at the end of the day, it will deliver a better Our government has listened to them and we are taking
output and a better dividend for the people of South Australiaaction to help uplift and upgrade the creek after years of
| believe it is doing that in my constituency of Waite, and neglect under previous Labor governments. Of course, | have
there are plenty of examples of that. mentioned the outstanding job done by Mitcham council in

Because we have paid off $6 billion of the $9 billion regard to preparing the Colonel Light Gardens and Mitcham
worth of debt that we inherited from Labor through its PARs which the minister was pleased to approve in the past
economic mismanagement, the state’s books are in a bettevo years and which demonstrate how this government is
and more balanced position. More recurrent revenue istening to people and how it is delivering for them a better
available to deliver on programs. Because we have run quality of life—all enabled and funded by this budget and by
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its predecessors. The culture and quality of life in Mitchamseen to warrant much closer attention. What | find as a local
has been uplifted and continues to be so by this budget. member is that a minister, not only in education but in

I am blessed with some fantastic community inputs hereenvironment, in health and in planning, is ready to listen to
For example, Mitcham Arts and Crafts is an absolutelyyou, ready to listen to your local community and ready to go
outstanding example of a group of people totally dedicatedway and, through their budget, try to come up with solutions
to uplifting the enjoyment of community life in the Mitcham for people. That is what | see and that is what we have not
district through the maintenance of the Mitcham Arts ancheard from members opposite.
Crafts rooms at the Mitcham Institute. Those rooms are open The provision of services for the aged in my area is
to the public, and the group conducts classes and a seriessimething that is particularly important to me and we will
educational experiences and opportunities for people withishare in some of the initiatives that have come out of human
the community. services and health in this budget—the 200 extra nurses, the

All of that is being assisted by grants through variousmental health strategy, the additional winter beds and the
government departments; all again funded in this budget aneimergency department workloads (I think it was $15 million
in its predecessors in ways that result in tangible benefits fqerovided) and better private dental arrangements—extra
people. Now if you need to look for an example, you need tanoney there. It seems to have been missed by members
look no further than the active club grants provided by theopposite that this budget has delivered in this appropriation
Minister for Sport and Recreation, lain Evans. A number ofsome tangible benefits to the aged, to children and to the
clubs in my constituency have received a benefit from thicommunity in electorates all around the state. | am just giving
and they have certainly put that money to good use. Oyou an explanation of how it has impacted in my electorate.
course, the sorts of clubs that benefit range from the bowlinget there be no mistake, during Labor governments the so-
club and the cricket club on the one hand to tennis clubs anchlled leafy suburbs—that is how they like to describe us—of

even groups like Probus— Mitcham certainly were neglected. We know what you think:
Mr Wright interjecting: you think that everybody who lives in Mitcham and Unley is
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Lee will take wealthy and, therefore, you do not need to spend any money

his seat and stop interjecting. on education, health or aged care in our areas because,

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The member for Lee seems apparently, we are all wealthy. Well, let me tell you that if
to have a particular interest in my electorate. If he would likeyou are a pensioner or if you are a disabled person or if you
to come out and visit, | would be more than happy to explairare a person in need, it does not matter where you live: you
to him how things are in my electorate. | could take him toare a person in need. This is the point that the Labor Party
the Colonel Light Gardens Probus Club and | could show hinseems not to understand. This budget and this appropriation
the sound system that they purchased; | could take him to theas certainly delivered some results in that regard.
Westbourne Park senior citizens club where he could look at | get back to the point at which | entered this debate: you
the bowling mat that they purchased with their active clubcannot deliver services to people unless you have economic
grant. In fact, | could take him anywhere. If he is havingdevelopment and economic prosperity. | said that it was like
trouble visiting those sorts of clubs in his own electorate forbreathing in and breathing out: you cannot have one without
one reason or another, | am more than happy to show hirte other. | ask ALP members to tell us how they are going
how to do it so that he can perhaps improve his local membeo create the economic prosperity and the revenue that goes
skills. I am more than happy to do that. All those fundingwith it so that we will be able to afford to provide the services
initiatives are contained in this budget and its predecessothat they keep barking for. When they can answer that
and, as | said, are delivering tangible benefits to people. question, the people of South Australia may be prepared to

Now, we have heard a lot from the opposition aboutlisten to them. They need to create more jobs and they need
education. | am always amused when | hear the oppositioto create more commerce, and there have certainly been a lot
get up and scream for more money to be spent on educatioatf jobs and a lot of commerce created in my constituency in
They have not quite got any idea on how it should be spenthe last seven years compared to the devastation that we
but let me just explain to you that $20 million has been speninherited from Labor.
at Urrbrae High School on a major rebuilding program; that We have recently heard the Labor Party’s fabulous
close to $2 million has been spent at Mitcham Girls HighKnowledge Nation announcement, and the pontification
School on its new art centre and on a range of other initiareported so thoroughly in today’s media regarding this new
tives; Unley High School has had a major rebuild during thenitiative warrants close scrutiny. | welcome this attempt at
term of this government; Westbourne Park Primary Schoah vision by the Labor Party. No doubt, there will be some
has received a major upgrade of its facilities. We are workingub-iteration of this policy coming out of the state Labor
at the moment towards getting funding for Colonel LightParty over the next few months. | look forward to it. | look
Gardens Primary School. A number of other schools havéorward to any little bit of vision or policy from members
received benefits and, in fact, this budget provided oveopposite. Let me say that before you go away and think up
$1 million for Pasadena High School's new basketballyour sub-iteration of Knowledge Nation, you should remind
stadium. yourselves that education is not an end in itself: it is a step

So, to simply stand there and say that we are not spendirtgwards a greater goal. It is a step towards a job or it is a step
enough on education, let me tell you that schools in mytowards some greater achievement. | hope that we are not
district languished under Labor governments and under owgoing to go back to the 1970s when the Labor Party, state and
government many of them have received extensive capitdderal, delivered endless education—'Off you go: we will
works. Our student to teacher ratios are amongst the best give you free university education. You can study for 10
the country. There is always room for improvement and ldegrees and it does not matter if you end up with a PhD in
certainly share some of the concerns expressed during thésicient Greek—that is all right. The taxpayers will fund it.
debate about the need to further upgrade our primary schooléou can stay at university until you are 45 years of age, and
I think our primary schools do have needs that have now beeme will pay for the lot.’ | hope that, whatever your reiteration



1954 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 3 July 2001

of this Knowledge Nation policy is, it is relevant to the = Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): You say it with such
economy and relevant to people. enthusiasm, Mr Deputy Speaker. Why should | not rise to my
I agree that innovation and learning are vitally importantfeet when | am greeted with such warm words from you? |
to our future. The reality is, however, that we in the Liberalwant to make a couple of comments with respect to the bill,
Party, through this budget and through our vision, will deliverand I will try not to take up too much time of the House.
amore relevant innovation and knowledge policy than what An honourable member interjecting:
| have seen so far coming from the Labor Party. This was Mr CLARKE: No, | will try not to take up the full
described by Matt Price in today&ustralian (3 July, at 20 minutes unless | am encouraged to do so. Unfortunately,
page 6) in these terms: it effectively comes down to this: we go through this exercise

If this is Australia’s road map, fasten your seatbelts because wgVery year—and it does not matter which party happens to be

are in for a wild journey. Apparently, the Knowledge Nation street!n power: the government says hO\{V WonderfU| the b_Udget is
directory will be known as a cadastre, a French, Italian or Greek terrand the opposition says how bad it is. In the meantime, we
for a land register. have an estimates committee process that all members of the
He continues: House will privately acknowledge to one another does not
The Jones report is a tough read—a mixture of the obvious anﬁlork' Whilst there are aIWﬁys desires on Lhe p?]rt Ofk())ppOSI-
the obscure. At times it seems the Knowledge Nation committe#ON parties to improve the process, when they become
plonked Sergeant Pepper on the stereo, sat around in a circle, hél@vernment that interest soon subsides. The ones who suffer
hands and dropped LSD. as aresult are really members of the South Australian public.

The media and some commentators have described it d§'€ government would have us believe that this budget has
meatball and spaghetti, but | take a different view. | give theProduced a small surplus, but it is nonetheless a surplus.

Labor Party a tick for its Knowledge Nation policy, and | Those figures put forward by the government cannot be
would say that it is a step in the right direction. Unfortunate-Sustained, and we are running a considerable recurrent deficit

ly, it is so obscure and so vague that | am sure it will deliverVhich will reveal itself after the next election when the
nothing. election of a Labor government is almost inevitable. Those

figures will come out, and they will show quite clearly that
are in deficit and that we are back on that treadmill again.
Of course, what we have witnessed in the parliamentary
ebates on the budget is that, whilst there has been some

A person in my electorate who lives in Colonel Light
Gardens designs tail-lights for Mercedes Benz and is doin@’e
business with Germany over the internet. It is the way we ar

going. We have a vision for the future, and this budget | close questioning of some ministers and some information
helping us to deliver it. The ALP is just critiquing what we has been gleaned (which | believe confirms the fact that we

are doing and providing nothing else. Most importantly, | . L oo ) .
want to p%int ou?to the e%ectorategand the peoplerz)f Waitgth re running at a def!C|t), the difficulty that the public has in
iscerning the truth is that the government has the control of

complete failure of the Demaocrats in respect of this budget; > . i
There has been nothing from them. They will probably do he information levers through the Treasury. The opposition

what they did last time in Waite—do a deal with Labor soCan hazard a reasonably educated guess, given the informa-
that Labor will run low and try to get a Democrat elected.tion that It can 9"?@” from those budget pgpers.and from the
However, a Democrat in Waite will simply help deliver a guestioning of ministers. However, both sides, in the run-up

Labor government and will ensure that the people of Waitn%P0 the next election, will take as gospel the accuracy of these
are treated with disregard by both major parties. In terms o luq(I?et f|q[ltj1rg[sthfor thl‘la tplzontwttlf?n of tr;e'.r poIf|C|es anﬁ
this budget, the Democrats go around promising everybod atiorms that they wili take 1o the people In a four wee
everything, knowing they will never need to pay for it and _Iectlon campaign, and hope to convince the people that one
being unat;le to contribute effectively, side or the other should be endorsed as the government. What

Time expired both sides know is that thgse figures are crook, that they do
) not really stand up to scrutiny, and that many of the promises

- and pledges that will be made by both sides will have to be
SerT/PC%',OPr'n%EQN BROWN  (Minister for Human mo_dified a_lfter the_ electic_)n, simply because the figures upon
: : which their promises will be made are based on a budget

That the time for moving the adjournment of the House bewhich is based on a false premise—that there is a slight
extended beyond 10 p.m. surplus—when, in fact, | believe, as do a number of other

Motion carried. commentators, that there is a significant and an increasing
deficit.

LAW REFORM (CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE What does this do as far as the public of South Australia

AND APPORTIONMENT OF LIABILITY) BILL is concerned? | suggest that it only reinforces their alienation

from the processes of parliamentary democracy. Each side

Received from the Legislative Council and read a firstwill sling arrows at one another and then, after the election,
time. the awful truth will come out about the true budgetary
position, and positions will have to be rethought with respect

GRAFFITI CONTROL BILL to promises made, whichever side happens to win. The public

already knows that. The public already knows and half

Received from the Legislative Council and read a firstexpects—more than half expects—that, after the election,

time. whoever wins, a cry will go up, ‘God, if only we had known
this beforehand. We have discovered a black hole, just like
APPROPRIATION BILL Mr Howard found straight after the 1996 federal election with
respect to the so-called Beazley black hole. Members of the
Debate resumed. public expect it, they do not like it, and it just further

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Ross Smith. alienates them from the political process.
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Mr Lewis: From the parliament, too. for policy areas. Itis utterly redundant and a waste of time for

Mr CLARKE: And, as the member for Hammond points backbenchers on the government and opposition sides to be
out, it also alienates them from the parliament. We know, apresent. They are there to make up the numbers and rarely get
legislators, as people who deal with our constituents on an opportunity to ask a question. In particular, there is
daily basis, that there are certain vital areas of our infrastrudnsufficient time for members of parliament to ask ministers
ture that need modernisation. We need improvements in o@bout issues in their own electorate, because they must be
health and hospitals, in our schooling, and so on, and thaubordinate to the overall tactics decided on by the opposition
requires funding. But no-one wants to tackle the issue oparty of the day or by the government.
where we get that funding from, because that dreaded word There is always insufficient time for members of parlia-

‘tax’ might come up, and we are all afraid that we will not be ment who are not on the committee to be able to ask ques-
able to explain to the average punter in the street that somgyns of the minister for education about issues affecting their
things have to be paid for, and they will be paid for in one ofschools. They will not make the headlines in the next day’s
two ways: either a reduction in services, health care anfress, because they are local issues, but they are important
education outcomes for our children, or we will all have tonet only to the member but also to the constituents whom the

put our shoulder to the wheel and pay extra, ranging froninember represents, and a bit of good might come out of it.
each according to their own means to those in greatest neednfortunately, there is insufficient time.

In terms of the estimates process, fortunately, | only had ¢ geemg to me that our estimates committees need to be
to endure one of the processes this year, because we hay;

@signed more like those of the Senate. | am not saying that

gone through the same pantomime regularly every year singge ohoid use the Legislative Councillors to do that, because
I have been in parliament; that is, we have ministers preten

ing to answer questions from the opposition side, and w am afraid they might have some difficulties going beyond

1 ; h o'clock in the afternoon to be able to complete their task.
have d(_)rothy dix questions put by the government side t9 44 ot want to put a strain on their heart by having them
waste time, so that little real information gets out.

ie\Egercise some grey matter. If | am correct in my assumptions

Quetstli)frzﬁ are dlreckte(;j to rr;!nlster_s_lrather tthatn tg tc“t/ out the workings of the Senate estimates committees, it
Servants. If they are asked questions civil Servants lena to e, 4 pe a very useful exercise if the estimates committees

the truth whereas, whilst | will not say they lie, ministers will were conducted on a rolling basis during the year, where

tend to be far more devious and quick footed and will try toyh o6 js more time to examine ministers and where not just
dodge answering those questions. | do not blame just th

it thing that i demic which Fhinisters but public servants answer the questions, as in the
government, 1t IS something that IS endemic WNICeVeIganate  without the unnecessary delaying tactics used by
government is in power.

. ministers.
| contrast the type of estimates set-up that we have here . . . .
in South Australia with that of the Senate in the federal For example, in the Aboriginal affairs portfolio at a state

parliament of Australia. | do not understand exactly how/€V€! I understand that only 30 minutes was allocated, of

those senate estimates committees work, but they seem {§1ich the minister spent the first 12 minutes reciting her
meet on a regular basis and seem to have sufficient tim@P€Ning address to the committee, and then the government

particularly for the opposition of the day to get right into members had three questions. Then the opposition tried

detail with respect to the departmental budget figureszgme.hof[’v :.0 con|1ptag[t, t'rr]‘ the last I.'Ve or|t10 mlnuteﬁ c\’;:/mat
particularly getting answers from civil servants. Ministers>> MINUte M€ Slot, S three guestions. LIS an insult. While

intervene only where it becomes a party political matter or dtisa small portfolio or a small ministry, nonetheless itis an

policy issue for which the government of the day is directly'mportant min_istry and important to the Aboriginal pe_ople of
accountable. Otherwise, it is mainly public servants givin outh Australia. In effect, we allocate less than 20 minutes—

answers in a straightforward manner and at times embarras%8 minutes—in which to examine that particular portfolio and
ing to the government—and good on them. They give honedp€ \_Nork tha_lt is being carried out. That further denigrates the
answers to straight questions that are put to them, and ”{@rhament in the eyes of the public. o .
public are the better for it, because they are better able to While we all are so keen on the efficiencies of parliament,
appraise the processes and accountability of the governme®td so on, we have to remember that parliament is not
of the day. established to be the most super efficient boardroom of a
But we do not have that in this system. | know from cOmpany. We are not a private company: we are an elected
talking to other backbenchers that there is an alienation faparliament representing the interests of 1.5 million citizens.
backbenchers in this system on both sides. It would be evé®e have a budget of $6 billion—which seems small in
worse for government backbenchers, who are told to behawdmparison with some of the commonwealth government
like idiots and trained poodles and ask questions that havéepartments. But, nonetheless, we are not based on autocratic
already been typed out for them and given in advance foprinciples.
ministers to read out ad nauseam to waste time. It wastes a We are here to represent the interests of our constituents
lot of public servants’ time in compiling these sorts of and to freely ask ministers, more particularly the public
answers to dorothy dixers to which the members of theservants who run the departments, how programs are going
government already know the answers. It is an insult to thand to get straightforward, honest answers so that the
intelligence of those backbenchers that they are required &xecutive arm of government is kept under check. Some
go through that trained poodle exercise. No doubt when thministers will say that that is an inefficient waste of their
Labor Party was in government something similar happenetime. | am afraid parliamentary democracy, compared with
as well. a dictatorship, is technically more inefficient. | do not think
The frustration on the opposition side is that, because ddny of us would want to live in a totalitarian regime, so our
the more limited time span that oppositions have, obviouslyparliaments should be designed along the lines of ensuring
the shadow ministers take all the questions, particularly in athat the interests of the people are protected whomsoever is
election year, to try to glean as much information as they caim government.
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The truth of the matter is that limited, if any, reform will Similar to the comments expressed by the member for
take place because it never suits the government of the d&oss Smith, | point out that we all know that the estimates
to have that type of set-up. Sooner or later, | would hoperocess is far from ideal and requires genuine reform. We
there would be sufficient public outrage to cause a rethink oshould have a bipartisan approach to bring about a better,
that position because that will be in the interests of us all; thastronger, fairer system. | agree with the member for Ross
it is used as a very important vehicle to get the informatiorSmith that we need to find a better system in a whole range
to elected representatives and to get it out into the wideof areas but particularly we need to find a system that gives
community as part of the overall scrutiny of executivesome genuine encouragement to our valuable backbenchers
government. We do not sit very often in this place—certainlyto have a greater opportunity to participate in the process.
over the past couple of years. | think this year it is only 42 By and large a number of the ministers whom | had the
days. | have almost forgotten how to come to this placepportunity to question during the estimates allowed
because we sit so rarely. During the times we do sit, we ougldpposition members to ask their questions unfettered, and |
to use it properly in terms of scrutinising the actions ofthink that is a step in the right direction. It is just a waste of
government. time when government backbenchers, whether it be us or

I will conclude my remarks. | realise | have another fiveMembers of the present government, utilise the valuable,
minutes, but | said | will keep my speech as short as | can. Aimited time of the parliament during estimates to ask
| said at the very beginning of my speech, the total wisdorerV'OEJS’ inane, dorothy dix questions. More than anything
and the total sum knowledge, as far as the people of SoufS€: it probably shows a lack of confidence and a lack of
Australia are concerned, about this budget and what we ha@ility in the minister who is being questioned. However, as
learned from the estimates committees is zilch. The goverrl-Said, most of the ministers whom | questioned took the
ment maintains a slight surplus: we maintain a heavyPPPOsite position and allowed us to ask our questions
recurrent budget deficit. We will each go into the nextuninterrupted. They are the Iqetterfo.r |tan'd they have shown
election on a false premise, making promises which botfhat they have got some confidence in their portfolio and that
sides know are based on figures which are false and whidR€Y Were prepared to have the time allocated in that way.
will be revised after the election, whomsoever wins. There | Will highlight a few issues from my portfolio areas that
will be further alienation of the general public from the stand out in my mind. | will not deliberately take the time of

parliamentary democratic process. We all know that to b&e House, given the hour, but | was disappointed in a couple
true. of things that occurred. For example, | was most disappointed

hat we still do not have a guarantee from the government,
rom none other than the Premier and then the Deputy
remier on the following day, that the Auditor-General's

eport into the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium would be put
h efore the taxpayers of South Australia before an election.
| have c_ertalnly heard a lot of buI_I over the past few weekq_et us not worry about any games that people can play with
and during the past few years with respect to not only th‘?espect to whether the Speaker has the ability to put this

economic circumstances of this state but also its Iong'te:gnrward after the parliament rises and let us not have any

At times we ought to shock ourselves and the public o#
South Australia by actually being honest with them. And d
you know: | do not think they would recoil with horror. They .
might appreciate honesty and straightforward talk, becau

future. The public are not idiots—and we should not treal : o
them like idiots. We should tell them the truth and treat the oavrcgﬁjggghmﬁeﬁl'ectlon being in March so we do not have
![I(IJ(er:sdquSE?sngtg;gyfrrgIrﬂhst(;(rar;sep%?%g tg%f;igoiﬁ %?)Hrrt]ce) tlr(y Let us just have the Premier of the day, the highest officer
. ¥ the parliamentary system in South Australia, come forward
areas. You can con some of the peOpl.e some of the t'me.b d make an unequivocal statement that, whether or not
yr:)u cannot con all t?ﬁ %eople all the t|me—anﬁ| | am afrai arliament is sitting, as soon as the report is made available
that is a maxim to which we do not pay enough regard. to the Speaker, irrespective of the technicalities, that report
o o will be put before the public of South Australia. Let us put an
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Itis disappointing that the member gnq g this once and for all. The Premier can come into this
for Ross Smith did not give full value for money by going his Hoyse tomorrow or he can do it outside of this House and
full 20 minutes, but he gave it his best shot. Unlike thestang pefore the people of South Australia and make such a
member for Waite who spoke for 20 minutes basically abougiatement once and for all, categorically, irrespective of the
nothing, the member for Ross Smith put a few things on thgjate of the election, because we know that he is playing
agenda. In fact, | had no intention of speaking until theyames with the timing of the election. He has the ability to
member for Waite made his contribution and demanded thg]q .
I make a contribution during this important debate. The public will not appreciate that. The Premier will pay
Before | go into a few of the matters with respect to thethe penalty for the games he is playing. Despite those games
areas for which | have shadow portfolio responsibilities, letregarding the timing of the election, the Auditor-General has
me say that we are always reminded of the terminal nature &faid that he will report to the next session of parliament. If the
this government when the member for Waite gets to his feaeport has not been handed to the Speaker before the election
because the member for Waite gives the full demonstratiois held, it cannot be made public—but it can under any other
that the government’s time is up, that this is a tired governeircumstance, whether the parliament is sitting or not sitting.
ment, that this is a worn-out government, that this is a | want the Premier to come in here tomorrow and show
washed-up government just waiting for the electorate to putome real leadership to the parliament and the taxpayers of
it out of its misery. Why the member for Waite has to do thatSouth Australia. He could even move a motion to that effect
when there are so many other old stagers who could do it fdo overcome any motion that might already exist, so that,
him is a sorry reflection upon the government. Nonethelessirespective of whether the parliament is sitting or not sitting,
the member for Waite carries the bag for them as he did agaifthe report of the Auditor-General on the Hindmarsh Soccer
tonight. Stadium is made available to the government or the Speak-
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er—I think that is where it must go—he can ensure that it willbe looking at sweeteners being offered to the successful
be made available to the taxpayers of South Australia withimidder, which further complicates and highlights the scenario
24 hours. That is what the Premier should do; and that is whahat we have. This is a mess with nowhere to go.

he must do. _ _ Mr Acting Speaker, as a former shadow minister for
If Dean Brown were the Premier, he would do nothingracing, | despair with you the process that we have gone
less. He would show some guts and leadership on this issugrough because this is an unrecoverable mess which is
He would come into this House and say to the parliamengetting worse by the day. | suspect that we are very close to
that, irrespective of whether a motion is already on the bookgn announcement but the government does not have the
and in case we have a situation where this particular repoBourage to make it while parliament is sitting. So, | presume
goes to the Speaker and we are out of session and thigat the first available opportunity may well be late Thursday
parliament has been prorogued, ‘I will find a way; | will afternoon after question time or perhaps it is more likely to
move a motion; | will give a guarantee to the parliament thatpe Friday. We are looking at the greatest mess that could ever
if the report of the Auditor-General on the Hindmarsh Soccepe imagined. As with the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium, this is
Stadium is made available before the election'—before thg sorry saga and another blight on the government. It has
very Saturday when the people decimate this government—gowhere to hide on this issue. All will be exposed and,
will make it available to the taxpayers of South Australia.’ needless to say, we expect full disclosure on the announce-
If John Olsen was any sort of a leader or Premier, hgnent of the sale so that it can be examined with a fine
would stop playing games and forget about the shenanigangothcomb.
he would stand up here like a man, like a Premier, ook usin - tpere are a couple of other areas I would like to briefly

the eye and say to the parliament, ‘I give you a commitmen,;qpjiaht | imagine that members of all parties would take

if the Auditor-General makes this report available to th egry sgeriously ?he issue of occupationa?health, safety and
Speaker, whether the parhament Is sitting gr not sitting, an elfare; it is obviously an area that is critical to workplace

whether we are in an election campaign.” There is a real,ten | was surprised to learn that, despite the fact that the
possibility, despite what John Olsen says about a Marchyiier highlighted this in his speech before questions
election, that that could occur. Let us see some leadersh arted about how vigilant the government has been in this
ea and how enforcement was a vital part of how the

from the Premier of this state. Let us see him come clean al
give a commitment and a guarantee to the parliament to MOV§hvernment had gone about its business in the area of
occupational health and safety, there has been only one

another motion if need be.
prosecution in the past 12 months for transgressions of the

We will support it and the Independents will support it.
We will give unanimous support for a commitment by theOccupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. | would be
lighted if someone could prove to me that that was a

government that, if the Auditor-General makes his reporf,
lection upon business.

available_to the Speaker, if parliament has_been prorogued b £
the election has not been held, the Premier of the day or the | believe that the body of business out there is good, but
e know, and have known, not only during this period of

Speaker will make the report available to the taxpayers of

South Australia. We do not want any more games. We do not/ . ) -

want the Premier hiding behind parliamentary procedure. Wgovernment but fqr along time that, if this act is to work not
do notwant to hear more guarantees about a March electiof™y tfor th?bbenef[t of W:)rkfrs but for etmi?ltc;]ye[s, grllf?rce-l
because frankly we do not believe him. The Premier does ngie"t must be an important component of the legislation.

stack up, he never has and he never will. The Premier Ca\p{onder how seriously the government is taking this particular

clean this up once and for all, straightaway, first thingarea' Of course, when | asked about prosecupons f.or
1OMOTTOW. underpayment of wages the answer was none. So, in the vital

The other thing that | would like to draw to the attention 2762 Of occupational health and safety, there has been one

of the House is that the Minister for Government Enterprise§’rOSGCUtlon in 12 months and none whatsoever for underpay-
made a further revelation about the TAB sale. It was hard t(r)nent. of V‘{ages' )
believe before last week that the situation could have got any Itis strikingly obvious that those sorts of numbers do not
worse, but it got worse last week because, during th&ive any confidence about the government's priorities in that
estimates, the minister made a further revelation that the codtea. There is still no information as to what will happen if
for consultants has now reached $6 million plus—and th@nd when there is a prosecution in relation to amusement
meter is still running. rides. It may well be that we have another Royal Show before
Of course, on top of that we have to pay a 1.2 per cenyve (_3V9n know what will take place as a result of that very sad
success fee on the sale. Rounding that out, we are looking @écident that took place at last year's Royal Show.
about $7 million. He also revealed that, for a range of | will finish where the member for Waite stumbled, that
reasons, the government is down to one bidder. | will not gas, in the area of recreation and sport. He highlighted a
back and revisit that debate except to say that the governmemtimber of areas with regard to the active club program.
is in this mess because it botched the TAB sale from day on®&efore and also during the estimates | acknowledged and
This has been a sale in the making that has been going on foongratulated sincerely the Minister for Recreation and Sport
four years. We now know that the cash register is still ringingor doubling the money that goes to the active club program.
and we are up to $7 million. We also know that only oneThat was done some time ago. We in recent times had, as a
bidder is left; there were initially 11, but the others have goneesult of the budget, an announcement of an increase of, |
running because of the ridiculous demands that the goverithink, $7 million for funding in that budget for areas that have
ment has put on the sale. | predict that the government is fabeen described as regional infrastructure. | asked a range of
back-tracking with a number of conditions that it put in placequestions of the minister in regard to that. Like all people in
with regard to the sale. | believe that we are now looking athe sporting and recreation industry, | am delighted about the
a scenario that may well include a downward revision ofadditional money but | hope it will be used in the right areas
money that was promised to the racing industry. We may alsfor the right purposes.
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At this stage we do not have any detail about the guidethat is, the City of Charles Sturt—and the sort of invective
lines or about how and where that money will be spent, so wand ultimatums that were delivered in the press as well as by
await that sort of detail. | hope that that money will not becorrespondence to the council as a threat to that council by
used as a pork-barrelling exercise and that on the eve oftae Deputy Premier on behalf of the government (which has
state election we have not had some money that has beanw been withdrawn), and the local government body, though
made available to the critically important area of sport andeluctant to talk about it, under the terms of the deal that is
recreation so that money can be handed out in key areg®ing down, is accepting from the government some
where the government so chooses to spend money aompensation which it was not going to get under the
infrastructure projects to try to increase its opportunity ofproposition that was put to it just prior to Christmas by the
being elected. Deputy Premier, who stepped in to sort out the mess that had

If this money is to be available for recreation and sport itboeen created by the member for Coles, the member for Bragg
is important that it be used in the right areas, important thaand the other people who were involved in the sleazy deal
we see the government's guidelines and that we know exacttppey did with each other and the Premier.
what program is involved. Is the minister talking aboutanew The next matter to which | wish to draw attention is the
program or an extension of existing programs that are iguestion of control or eradication as alternative policies on
operation? These are the details that | hope he is able froomrape. Strategic control did not work because the area
quickly clear up and bring to the attention of this House saunder the infestation grew in a decade from a few square
that we can have confidence as we move forward and getetres—
closer to an election that there will be strict guidelines, that TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise
the Office of Recreation and Sport will very clinically assesson a point of order. | object to being named as being part of
applications for any grant money in recreation and sport ol ‘sleazy deal’ by the member for Hammond, and | ask him
its merits and that the money goes into those areas wheretit withdraw it.
is most needed. With that in mind—and the minister may be The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The chair suggests that the
able to give us a clearer picture—it is important that we havéerm ‘sleazy deal’ is not parliamentary, and | ask the member
a very solid picture of what infrastructure currently exists infor Hammond to withdraw ‘sleazy deal’.
those areas of recreation and sport both in the metropolitan Mr LEWIS: Yes, | will withdraw and simply call it ‘a
and regional areas, because it is only once we have thatooked, rotten and corrupt deal’, because it was used for
picture that assessments can be made that can ensure thataleer purposes than the interests of the public.
money goes into the correct and best areas and in the genuine The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
interest of recreation and sport. TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise

It is very important, now that we have this additional on a point of order. | ask that the member withdraw the
money (which | acknowledge the minister has been able teomment about its being a ‘corrupt deal'.
deliver), that it is not used as a pork-barrelling exercise but The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | ask the member for
used in the best interests of communities both in the metrddammond to withdraw the second statement that he has
politan and regional areas so that we get total value fomade.
recreation and sport throughout South Australia and we get Mr LEWIS: No, they are the facts. Mr Deputy Speaker,
some really good infrastructure projects that will leave theircan | ask you what—
mark and have their effect for years to come. Thatis whatis TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will the member for
important with this money and | look forward to the minister Hammond take his seat, please.
coming back to us with more detail, with guidelines and Mr LEWIS: What is the precedent?
specifics so we can address and assess that sort of informa-The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the member for
tion and be confident that the money will go into the rightHammond take his seat, please. The member for Hammond
areas at the right time and be prioritised so the money getsas used the word ‘corrupt’, and the chair would suggest very
best value for sport and recreation. Only then can we betrongly that that is inappropriate and asks the member for
confident that this money will be put to full use. Hammond to withdraw.

Motion carried. Mr LEWIS: No.

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The chair directs the member

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Minister for Minerals  for Hammond to withdraw the word ‘corrupt’.

and Energy): | move: Mr LEWIS: No, not at all, never, not in relation to
That the remainder of the bill be agreed to. Hindmarsh. This man and that woman knew what they did in
. . the deal with the Premier, and that is sick.
Motion carried. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Once again, | ask the member

. . for Hammond to withdraw the word ‘corrupt’, or | will be
The H'on.' WA. MATTHE_W'_I move: forced to name the member for Hammond.
That this bill be now read a third time. Mr LEWIS: Any offence that you may take, sir, |

apologise for, but | will not withdraw.
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): There were some matters polog

which, as the bill came out of committee and goes now to its HAMMOND, MEMBER FOR, NAMING
third reading, were canvassed in the course of the committee
but which | did not have time to address and which | would The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | name the member for
now like to put on the record. These issues are simple andammond. Does the honourable member wish to be heard in
short. explanation?

The variation and the position of the government before  Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Yes, | am happy to be heard.
last Christmas 2000 and the present position on the Hind-make the point that | have not used any word which in any
marsh stadium in its negotiations with local government—precedent situation has been considered unparliamentary. For
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it to be now found (even though publicly it is known to be a  Motion thus carried.

fact) to be unparliamentary, just to please the feelings of the The SPEAKER: Order! Would members resume their
member for Bragg—who was involved in the arrangement—seats. | ask the member for Hammond to withdraw.

is something | am not prepared to do because they are the The honourable member for Hammond having withdrawn
facts. My purpose in being here is not well served if | amfrom the Chamber:

unable to say things as | see them. | have not known of the The SPEAKER: | call on the Deputy Premier.

word ‘sleazy’ being unparliamentary, and | have never heard TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:

any member of parliament anywhere being named for using That the member be suspended from the service of the House.

that word. . .
Indeed, a former Prime Minister used words far more, if Motion carried.

you like, corrosive than that—more explicit—to describe

certain actions, and | refer to none other than Paul Keating.

I do not want to be seen to be in the same boat as Paul

Keating but, at the same time, | believe that | ought to be

treated at least in the same manner as other members of A pe| AIDE CEMETERIES AUTHORITY BILL

parliament, this parliament included. Stronger language than

that has been used to describe the actions of other members pgjourned debate on second reading.

of this parliament where those actions are demonstrably (Continued from 17 May. Page 1614.)

inappropriate and demonstrably dishonourable, and it is for

those reasons that | refuse to withdraw. MsKEY (Hanson): In looking at this bill, | am reminded

. . that there have been a number of inquiries ranging from the

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | move: Statutory Authorities Review Committee through to a
That the honourable member's remarks be accepted by thgteering committee and a select committee that reported

House. earlier this year. The aim of all these committees, | believe,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the motion that the was to ensure that there was a clear statement, as addressed
honourable member’s comments be accepted seconded?py the minister, of the role of the Adelaide Cemeteries

APPROPRIATION BILL

Bill read a third time and passed.

Mr Hanna: That his apology be accepted? Authority—to look at the full range of funeral and cemetery
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That his apology be accepted. services to the community, with flexibility under the umbrella
Membersinterjecting: of an established authority, instead of its being restricted to
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable administration and management of cemeteries. This bill seeks
member has not apologised: it is an explanation. to achieve a single, up-to-date act in relation to Adelaide
Mr Hanna: Thank you, sir; | wanted to clarify that. cemeteries, to establish an authority and to provide adminis-
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the motion seconded?  tration and maintenance for Cheltenham Cemetery, Enfield
Mr HANNA: Yes, sir. . Memorial Park and West Terrace Cemetery.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: For the question, say aye; A number of submissions have been made to Labor
against, no. | believe that the noes have it. regarding this bill and | commend the Local Government
Mr LEWIS: Divide! _ Association and the Australian Conservation Foundation on
The House divided on the motion: their submissions to caucus on this very important issue. |
. AYES (21) note, in reading through the findings of the Statutory
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. Authorities Review Committee, the steering committee and
Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. the select committee, that there has been considerable interest
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. in the new structure which will be put forward and which, |
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. think, is contained mainly in this bill.
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. One of the areas that | found particularly interesting when
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. meeting with the Australian Conservation Centre is, surpris-
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. ingly, the issue of native vegetation. | commend Sharon
Lewis, I. P. (teller) Rankine, J. M. Mosler of the University of Adelaide who, knowing my
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. interest in the area of native flora and fauna, provided me
Thompson, M. G. White, P. L. with a check list of the native plant species that can be
Wright, M. J. found—at the moment, at least—at the West Terrace
. NOES (22) Cemetery. Assuming that this bill is successful, | urge the
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. new board to look at this with some seriousness. There are
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. some questions that | want to ask the minister in committee
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. with regard to that issue.
Evans, |. F. Gunn, G. M. | note from the information supplied to me that, justin the
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. West Terrace Cemetery—and | know that this issue can be
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. taken up in some of the country cemeteries in South Australia
Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A. (teller) and, indeed, throughout Australia—there are at least three
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. trees that are known to be native to the plains. They are found
Meier, E. J. Penfold, E. M. in the West Terrace Cemetery, in the parklands and in the
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. Mile End area, part of which is in the electorate of Hanson,
W|”|amS, M. R. Wotton, D. C. which | represent.
PAIR(S) There are at least six different types of tall to medium
Rann, M. D. Olsen, J. W. shrub plants from that area; 12 ground layer shrubs which are

Majority of 1 for the Noes. considered to be important as part of our background with
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regard to native flora; and 27 herbaceous and annual species Application of Public Corporations Act 1993

that have also been identified and can be found (some ofthem 5. The authority is a statutory corporation to which the
quite rare plants) in the West Terrace Cemetery, west Provisions of the Public Corporations Act 1993 apply.
parklands and Mile End. This is necessary because it is a money bill.

One other point | would like to make about this billis that ~ MsKEY: | am not sure whether the document that | have
not only have a number of individuals made submissions tgs, in fact, the correct amendment. Has an amendment been
the various committees that have been set up but also thistributed? | do not think any of us has received it.
Adelaide City Council has been involved and, in particular, The CHAIRMAN: The amendment has been on file for
the previous Lord Mayor, Jane Lomax-Smith. As the Housgome time.
would be aware, she is now a candidate for the seat of TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The amendment was filed on
Adelaide. | am sure that, when elected, she will be a googg may.
representative for the people who live in the seat of Adelaide. New clause inserted.

I would also like to acknowledge the work of the minister,  cj5use 6.

who has donf_e an excellent job in representin_g most of the MsKEY: Clause 6(a) relates to the administration and
views of the different reports and recommendations that havig Jintenance of certain public cemeteries. The Local Govern-

been brought before her. | also mention here the Hon. Carm%em Association has sought clarification about the method
Zollo, the Hon. Terry Roberts and more recently the Hon ¢ o pining anprovals for conservation work deemed to be
F\’_qbert Sn_eath, m_embers in ar_10_ther place, for t_helrwork an evelopment that directly affects the cemetery. So, presum-
diligence in following up on this issue and making sure that,, shere would need to be some clarification about mainte-

the parliamentary Labor caucus was aware of all the Vary'nEance with regard to the public cemeteries that are listed. Can

interests and concerns that have been raised by the pub {fe minister give any clarification with regard to gaining

pprovals for conservation work?
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: In preparing for the adminis-
tion and maintenance of the cemetery, | refer the member

the submissions | have received on this bill have emphasisq r Hanson to clause 20, relating to the plans of management

the fact that in this case it is important to look at the white . .
. . X . “for authority cemeteries. They must prepare plans of manage-
issues that, can be found iust by analvsing some of th ust consult with the local government body as referred to
J y ysing subclause (4), so there is consultation with the council on

rr;ggggjegséggr%etr;]sea&(ﬂ [;Igrcnees ;,(valftgzrt::zsteo tgrieeﬁtrgaz'éggét. I might add that that includes some of the conservation
p . S 9 { ues that the honourable member is talking about.
monument committee which is proposed to be a subcommit-

Clause passed.

tee of the authority. As | said, this bill has obviously been the | q
product of a lot of work on both Labor and Liberal sides of Clause 7 passed.

the House, and | am pleased to say that in this instance Labor Clause 8. _ _
supports the bill. Mr De LAINE: Clause 8(1) provides that the authority

may not acquire a cemetery or a part of a cemetery or
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  establish a cemetery without the written approval of the
Services): | appreciate the concise, valuable and positiveminister. Will you explain to me what process needs to be
contribution by the honourable member. This bill has gondollowed for a new cemetery to be established? Is it done
before a select committee, so | do not believe that there is argurely by the authority, and would it be funded by the
point in debating the issues at length. The matter has beg®vernment, or would it be a shared responsibility of the
dealt with by that select committee, and | now urge the Housgovernment and local government?

with regard to the Cheltenham Cemetery, Enfield Memorial
Park and West Terrace Cemetery.
With regard to heritage and historical issues, a number o[fr

to support the bill. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Under clause 8(1), a public
Bill read a second time. corporation would have to apply to the minister in writing.
In committee. As for the funding, | think | am right in saying that the
Clauses 1 to 3 passed. government does not fund cemeteries as a general rule—|
Clause 4. think West Terrace is an exception to that—so they would

MsKEY: In other negotiations that have taken place, asieed to be able to provide their own funding. | could ask the
| understand it—and, in fact, in an amendment that was in theninister to clarify that in writing if my answer is wrong.
minister’s name, | think last year—there was a proposal that Mr De LAINE: In the event of an additional cemetery
there be an application of the Public Corporations Act 19931eeding to be established, who would make the application
and that the authority is a statutory corporation to which theand what would be the process of getting that in train?
provisions of the Public Corporations Act apply. | note that The Hon. DEAN BROWN:; | refer the member to clause
that has been deleted in this version of the bill. Presumably(1), which provides that the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority
the explanation is that the authority is a body corporate, asas the power to administer and maintain any other cemetery
referred to in clause 4(2)(a). Will the minister explain whatestablished or required by the authority. In fact, the authority
the identity of the new proposed authority will be? itself could establish a new cemetery and then seek approval

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Firstly, this is a money bill,  from the minister as part of that. As | said, it requires prior
and that is why this has to be done. The authority is the sam&pproval. The authority may not acquire a cemetery or part
body corporate as the Enfield General Cemetery Trust.  of a cemetery or establish a cemetery without the written

Clause passed. approval of the minister. So, the proper corporation (the
New clause 5. Adelaide Cemetery Authority) has the power to establish it,
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | move: but it needs the minister’s approval.

Page 4, after line 10—Insert: Mr De LAINE: Subclause (3) provides as follows:
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The authority must not disturb or interfere with a grave within ~ Clause passed.
the area delineated and markishish Granted MEM. Clauses 13 to 17 passed.
Why has this exemption, if you like, been granted to the Clause 18.
Jewish part of the cemetery? What is the reason for that? MsKEY: In division 3 it is provided that ‘the authority
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Itis a straight take from the may employ such staff as it thinks necessary or desirable on
existing act. That is in policy now, and because the Westerms and conditions determined by the authority.” Will the
Terrace Cemetery is part of the new authority then this is &taff be covered by public service provisions, will the head
direct take, as you would expect. A previous undertaking hagf the authority be answerable to the Commissioner for

been given. Public Employment, and under what type of contract of
Clause passed. employment will staff expect to be employed?
Clause 9 passed. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | cannot give an absolute
Clause 10. assurance, but | think it is normal in a case such as this for

hthem to be employed under the Public Sector Management
fct. That is the normal practice, and | expect that it would
apply in this case.

Clause passed.

Clause 19.

MsKEY: I am a member of the select committee whic
is considering a reference into the parklands, so | am we
aware of what that committee will be looking at. Some
questions have been raised about the linkages between the

City of Adelaide parklands bill and a bill that may appear ] ing the sel . heari b
following the select committee deliberations and recommen-  MSKEY: During the select committee hearings, a number
f suggestions were made with respect to the Adelaide

dations, and the disposal of all or part of the cemetery und o Authority Heri dMm .
the cemeteries bill. In relation to the West Terrace Cemeteny-€Meteries Authority Heritage and Monument Committee,

what are the requirements and procedures under the cenfild & number of questions were raised with and submissions
teries bill for the authority to acquire more land from the made to the various select committees, the steering committee
and the Statutory Development Committee. Will the minister

surrounding parklands? There is some provision in this bill;

but | am wondering whether there is any added informationaddress the issue of what relationship this committee would

I am also reminded that the select committee on page 7 of if4@Ve {0 the Development Act and PARs, and will it be
report raised this as an issue. So | am concerned about tR§CESSary for this committee to receive development approval

relationship between the West Terrace Cemetery, in particJgr any changes or the esftablishment or implement:':ltion of
lar, and the parklands. any headstones or memorials through this committee’s work?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think it is very clear from This is similar to the question that | asked regarding mainte-
the legislation that it is not intended to take any more aNce and how that fits in with the Development Act. A

Adelaide parklands. Clause 10 deals with the fact that, if f'uMPer of questions have been asked about how this
disposes of any land, it needs to go back to the parklandg.omm'ttee will fit in with the Development Act and the
There is no provision that gives it any entitlement to takeorocedures under the DeveI(.)pm_ent ACt'.

more parklands. | appreciate there is a select committee gn_ | 1€ Hon- DEAN BROWN: This committee would have

the parklands, but | think it is a little premature for me to be"' Influence at all on the Development Act. If you look at
commenting on what that might decide. clause 20, you will see that it is only an advisory committee.

Clause passed. It has no functions or powers except to give advice.

Clause 11 passed. Clause 19(4) provides:

cl 12 The committee has the following functions:
ause ls. . (a) to advise the authority. . .
MsKEY: | notice in the select committee recommenda-  (b) to advise the authority on activities. . .

tions on page 8 there are a number of comments in relation (c) to advise the authority on the establishment. . .
to the authority board. My question could be dealt with under ~ (d) any other functio . . . by theminister
either this clause or clause 16. Is the minister aware of thi would not impact on the DAC at all.
status of board members with regard to the sitting fees that MsKEY: One of the reasons for that question is that one
they might attract? As the minister would know, there are af the select committee recommendations is that the minister
number of different boards and decision making bodiesill establish a heritage and monument committee to assist
within the government sector that have different levels ofn the preparation and implementation of policies relating to
status. For example, the Housing Trust board has a certaireritage and historical matters. My interpretation is that not
status as opposed to the WorkCover board which has anothenly would there be advice but also it would be involved in
status and level within the public sector. As this will be a newthe implementation. But the minister is saying—and it is
authority, will the minister indicate what category it might quite clear in this clause—that we are talking about only
attract. | will not hold the minister to this, but | would be advice. It seems this is an area where perhaps there is a
interested to know what the status of this sort of authority andifference in emphasis between the select committee’s
its members is seen to be by the government. recommendation and the provision in the legislation. That is
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | cannot give the honourable why | wanted to clarify the relationship with the Develop-
member an answer. The normal procedure would be for theent Act, the PARs and the area of construction.
legislation to pass, for the authority to be established, and TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | think they can do the
then for the matter to go before the Commissioner for Publiemplementation under subclause (4)(d). | was making the
Employment, who sets the relevant level. This is whafpoint that they do not have any power in terms of develop-
happens in all other areas. Therefore, it would be a matter ahent approvals but they can give advice on and carry out the
whether it has changed from the present position. That wouldreservation of monuments. This clause has been inserted as
be the normal process. | doubt whether that has even bearresult of the select committee’s recommendation.
determined. It is not likely to be determined until the actis Mr HILL: I think itis admirable that this committee has
assented to. been established because our cemeteries, particularly our
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older cemeteries, obviously contain a lot of heritage materiatonsultation period the same as that for major development—
that should be protected and preserved. My concern is that tta environment impact statement consultation period of six
minister responsible for heritage in this state (currently theveeks—is appropriate but recommended that the bill should
Minister for Environment and Heritage) is not involved andbe amended to refer to 30 business days in order to clarify the
his officers and those expert in heritage matters are ndtituation. | am wondering whether the minister could
included in the process. If you look at the qualifications, allcomment on decisions eventually made to put provisions in
that is required is that, in the minister’s opinion, they have thehis bill regarding consultation. | notice that clause 5 talks
ability and experience necessary to perform the duties. Waebout 30 days before the date of a public meeting, but it
are not even sure who the minister would be. | guess that iseems that the consultation dates do not reflect the sugges-
another part of the question: who would be the minister? Itions made by the select committee. There is probably good
would not be the Minister for Environment and Heritage.reason for that, but what is the rationale behind the consulta-
Would it be the planning minister or the Minister for tion dates put in clause 20? Secondly, what would be the
Government Enterprises in the current government? Why isituation with regard to major developments and environment
there not a stronger role for the heritage minister or thémpact statements? They do not seem to be mentioned here
heritage department in this authority? at all.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If the member for Kaurna TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Prior to the select committee
looks at clause 20, he will see that it is required to preparéhe period under subclause (5) was six weeks, which was
plans for management and to present those plans to a pubtiaken from the Enfield cemetery legislation. It was changed
meeting. Clause 20(4) provides: to 30 days because of the recommendation of the select

In preparing a plan of management for a cemetery, the authoritgommittee. Therefore, itis now 30 days in line with the select
must consult with the relevant local government council, thecommittee’s recommendation.
administrative unit of the public service responsible for state heritage Mr De LAINE: | have been a long-time strong opponent
matters and other persons. of the reuse of burial sites in cemeteries. In recent years there
When preparing plans, the authority is required to consulhas been large-scale reuse of burial sites in the Cheltenham
with the Department of Environment and Heritage, as the&emetery, in my electorate. Does this mean that when this
appropriate part of the Public Service that deals with heritagill comes into effect no more recycling can be done at the
matters. So, the Department of Environment and Heritag€heltenham Cemetery, for instance, until such time as a
would have a strong input because it has to be involved angublic meeting is convened by the authority to reinstate that
consulted when plans are developed. practice or to continue with the recycling of graves?

Mr HILL: I guessthatis some assurance thatthere isan The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As far as Cheltenham is
involvement. Of course, the authority is required to have theoncerned, under clause 20(3)(b), if they were going to reuse
management plans and consult with various departmentburial sites, they would have to develop a management plan
including Heritage. But the committee that is establishedo do that and that would have to be approved. However,
underneath the authority is not necessarily required to includegulations under the Local Government Act under ceme-
anyone with heritage knowledge or involved with heritageteries set down the conditions under which there can be
training. That committee can be delegated under the clausecycling of any burial site. The conditions that apply are
you mentioned before—clause 4(d)—and can be assigneasstablished under another act of parliament.
duties to preserve and restore damaged heritage items. You MsKEY: With regard to clause 20(3)(d), ‘planting and
may be giving a body with no heritage expertise thosehurturing of vegetation in the cemetery’, in my contribution
responsibilities. While the management plan may have hadarlier | raised the issue of native vegetation. | know, strictly
to be consulted, the day-to-day operation does not requirgpeaking, we are talking about vegetation that has probably
ongoing heritage involvement. been put in place as part of the garden or as part of the

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | think it does under clause memorial in the three areas that we are talking about. Will the
19, because in selecting members for this committee theminister take on notice the concern that has been raised by the
must be people who have the abilities and experiencepposition with regard to native vegetation and whether the
required for the effective performance of the committee. It isminister could consider this in her deliberations and perhaps
after all a heritage committee, so there would be a breach shake a statement? As | said, not only has this issue been
clause 19(2)(b) unless people had experience and capabilitgised by the Conservation Council but also by a number of
in heritage matters. The other issue is that under clause 20(6)her people who have regard for native vegetation and some
there is a requirement also that they must be able to complyf the remnant native vegetation in not only the Adelaide
with heritage requirements under the Development Act. Yoitemeteries that will be covered by this bill but also in country
can see not only that there are safeguards there, because tikeyneteries as well.
must comply and consult with the appropriate government Trying to save some of our native flora has become quite
department, but also that they must be ongoing people withn issue in this state. | do not expect the minister to answer
an ability in this area. | can understand the member raisingne directly tonight, but | would appreciate it if he would be
his concern in this matter, but this clause has been drafted fsrepared to undertake to raise that with the minister and

consider all the points he has raised. provide an answer on that issue.
Clause passed. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will certainly take up the
Clause 20. matter with the minister. Can | say that | would support that

MsKEY: | notice in the select committee report that very strongly indeed, firstly, because | personally very
different consultation times are suggested with regard to drafttrongly support retention and even the development of native
plans of management. First, the select committee suggestgdgetation, where appropriate. | can recall another cemetery,
that draft plans of management should be released for 1the Victor Harbor cemetery, which has a superb native
rather than six weeks’ consultation and— | could not find itvegetation area and a very significant area which they are
in this clause—the committee considered that making thesing now. They have developed walkways through the
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native vegetation, and there are a lot of big gums. Smaljuential on the one that occurred in the removal of ‘or the
plagues have been placed where ashes have been laid aloirgasurer’ from clause 8, and that is why ‘or the Treasurer’
the paths through native bushland. It is different—and | havés now being removed.

not seen it anywhere else—but it is quite popular. Being a Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.
person who supports that sort of thing very strongly indeed, Clause 23 passed.

the member can be assured that | would advocate to the Schedule 1.

minister that any native vegetation be retained, preserved and MsKEY: As | said earlier, part of the proposed area to

even enhanced. come under the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority Bill is in my
Clause passed. electorate of Hanson. With all the pomp and ceremony that
Clause 21 passed. was attached to the renaming of Burbridge Road to Sir
Clause 22. Donald Bradman Drive, would it be appropriate that schedule
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move: 1is amended to reflect the new name? As | understand it, and

| have certainly seen them in the electorate, signs have been
Page 12 displayed to that effect. Is it appropriate for the minister to
el amend that schedule?
Line 3—Leave out ‘or the Treasurer'.
Line 4—Leave out ‘or the Treasurer (as the case may be). | heHon. SEIJANP?ROWNS I\hebmtaf) th,ﬁt we hav;a the";ﬁ
] . . .. "'was prepared by Planning SA, but I will suggest to the
MsKEY: Why? What s the explanation for deleting ‘or inister that she look at ensuring that that plan is up to date

the Treasurer’ in these considerations when, at the oMy g respects, including the naming of all streets shown on
mencement of our considerations, we had to consider t e plan.

supply issue associated with the Public Corporations Actand gchedule 1 passed.

reinserting clause 5? Perhaps the minister could explain why gchedule 2 and title passed.

we are now deleting ‘or the Treasurer’. | have no problem  gij read a third time and passed.

with the concept, but | would like to know why.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The original clause 8 made ADJOURNMENT

reference to the Treasurer. The select committee recommend-

ed the removal of ‘or the Treasurer’ but that recommendation At 11.45 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday

was missed in the drafting. These amendments are condeluly at 2 p.m.

Page 11, line 36—Leave out ‘or the Treasurer’.



