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As indicated by the motion, issues relating to the incidence
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY of dog attack in public and private places, and the issues that
relate to statistics that suggest a high percentage of dog
Thursday 25 October 2001 attacks appear to be caused by a small number of breeds, have
) been deliberately excluded from proposals currently being
TheSPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald) took the chairat  drafted. Both are highly emotive, as | am sure members of the

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. House are aware, and they are issues about which there has
been significant public debate. Because of this, the govern-
DOG ATTACKS ment and | believe that the best place for further consideration
o . of these issues is through the Social Development Committee.
TheHon. I.F. EVANS(Minister for Environment and For the benefit of the House | want to outline some of the
Heritage): | move: advice we have received in relation to dog incidents. Statistics
That this House requests the Social Development Committee teeveal that approximately 29 000 South Australians are
investigate, report and make recommendations on— victims of dog attack each year. About 6 500 of these people

(a) strategies to decrease the incidence of dog attack in botill require some form of treatment, with about 800 present-

public places and on private property, including whether th ; ; ; i
definition of effective control in the Dog and Cat Manage-elng in emergency departments of public hospitals. Approxi

ment Act 1995 needs redefining: mately 250 of the 800 people, or about one-third, presenting
(b) the management of breeds of dogs that have a high attadd the emergency areas will be under the age of 12, and injury

incident rate; and records from the Women'’s and Children’s Hospital reveal
(c) any other related matters. that dog attack is the fourth most common reason for young

A review of the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 Waschildren to be taken to hospital. As | understand the advig:e
implemented and managed by the Dog and Cat Manageme'l‘?cme’ on average, this one hospital alone will treat one child

Board in September 2000. That was required by the Iegislfl day as a result of dog attack. Many _of these children Wi_II be
tion and it was the first review of the act since its inception 2dmitted for long-term treatment, with nearly all suffering

: . ; : : from severe injuries to their head, face and neck.
A discussion paper was circulated during a public consulta- . : ' .
bap gap In fairness, these figures need to be treated with some

tion period lasting some eight weeks. There were 157 copies_ . X ;
provided to the public, 69 to local government and 20 to othefaution. Approximately half of these attacks occur on private

H ; ty by dogs that may well be known to the victims and,
interested groups. | am advised by the board that some 2 00%°PE" :
responses were received. more often than not, the reason for the attack, whether it be

Based on the feedback ided during th Itati rovoked or unprovoked, remains unknown. The figures also
>ased on the teeaback provided during the consultatiof ., v ingicate that a majority of dog attacks do not result in
period, the board has forwarded a number of propose

X . >~serious injury, that is, where the victim requires some form
amendments to the government for consideration. Belngf medical attention
mindful of the important cultural, recreational and social role )

X . . Some caution needs to be used in relation to the words
that pet ownership, especially of dogs, plays in our commury, o acke The expression ‘dog attack’ as it is used by the
ity and a response to public concern regarding the frequen

; S . ency in providing advice indicates that the people who are
%ﬁ?hi?r;ggzgfsﬁ gfedlj)ng(i;erltztkeéinlnjurles, | feltit necessary th jured may include people who are injured in incidents with

. . ) . dogs, so it includes people who are injured when playing with
Over the last 12 months that has included interviews withy dog, and it might be grandma’s dog or their own pet dog.
a variety of South Australian and interstate specialistSype words ‘dog attack’ might create the wrong impression
analysis of academic reports and reviews of national angs the dog initiating the incident or suggest that it is a
international dog legislation. That was conducted in additionyg|iberate act on the part of the dog. In fact, it could just be
to monitoring public op'inion expressed in Iett'e.rs to my officey simple accident when the child is playing with their pet or
and the media and in two separate petitions that wergih their grandparents’ dog. Also, the skin of elderly people
presented to the House earlier this year by the member fQgars more easily and incidents that occur in such cases might
Hartley. not be as a result of a dog attack. A better way to define such
The member for Hartley is to be congratulated on his venan occurrence might be to say it is an injury incident.
good work in this area. He has put considerable effort into  Regardless of the fact that some caution needs to be
ensuring that the concerns of dog owners and dog attacipplied to the issue, | think that the sheer weight of numbers
victims have been well presented in this place. | am sure thaind the fact that dog attack is the fourth most common reason
we are all aware of the tragic circumstances of the Mayor children under the age of 12 to be taken to emergency
family, and the member for Hartley arranged for me to meetlepartments indicates to me that this is an issue that needs
with the May family and others, and it is fair to say that thefurther investigation.
honourable member has presented a strong case in relation to|n bringing this motion to the House, | want to ensure that
reform for dog laws. | congratulate most sincerely thetwo specific aspects of the issue are included as part of the
member for Hartley on his very good work in this area.  deliberations of the Social Development Committee. The first
The time has come to progress the process, and | aimto consider whether the definition of effective control in the
pleased to inform the House that several proposed amenBog and Cat Management Act 1995 needs redefining, and
ments to the Dog and Cat Management Act are being draftetthat should involve examination of the issues of the on-leash
as | speak. The proposed amendments incorporate a numtzard off-leash designated areas. In the wake of several dog
of changes, including greater provision for guide dogs imattacks and the introduction of on-leash by-laws by Salisbury
training, increased penalties for dangerous dogs and adjustieguncil, much attention and public debate has focused on this
the legislative framework to better accommodate rapidssue.
technological advances in microchip technology, and other While | understand the flexibility of the act, which allows
matters. councils the flexibility to address the specific needs of their
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own local communities, | propose that the Social Developiook forward to receiving the committee’s recommendations
ment Committee is the only appropriate group to advise ibn how this will be best achieved. | look forward to receiving
this is the best approach at the state level, that is, whethéne support of the House for the motion.
there needs to be better coordination across councils,
particularly the Adelaide metropolitan area. Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Members would be aware that

If (and | say ‘if’ because no decision has been made on thehave made representations on behalf of my constituents, the
matter) ‘on leash’ requirements are warranted at state leveljay family, whose children were, unfortunately, injured by
| also ask the committee to advise the House on how thia dog attack. Members would also be aware of the petitions
should be done. However, we must make sure that any ‘othat | have presented in this place. So, members will under-
leash’ requirements are balanced with ‘off leash’ opportunistand how relieved | am that the Social Development
ties, because only then can we ensure the health, safety a@dmmittee will at least look at this very important issue. |
wellbeing of dogs, dog owners and the general public. It itommend the minister for bringing it to the attention of the
also important that the needs of specific operation groups-House today and putting forward the motion so that the
for instance, shift workers—be catered for. committee has to look at this serious problem.

| also want the committee to investigate the research | also support the measures that the Mayor of Salisbury
conducted by the South Australian Health Commission whiclias taken with regard to having dogs on leads. | look forward
suggests that a high percentage of dog attacks appear to feehearing the evidence that is given to the committee on how
caused by a small number of breeds. The Health Commissiahe Salisbury council policy has been implemented, as well
advises that there are five breeds, representing only abogé the response by the constituents in that area. The minister
one-third of all dogs, that cause some three-quarters of thgas outlined at length the reasons for the reference to the
hospital-treated attacks and that the risk of attack from thessommittee so | will not go into that.
associated with any other popular breed of dog. _ ofthe Social Development Committee, and I look forward to

Again, | caution and advise the House that these figuregearing the evidence and, hopefully, resolving this very
breed is often reliant upon untrained breed identificationgoked at; that this issue has to be resolved; and that children
techniques and are also distorted by issues such as mixed a§ibuld be able to visit parks, and parents should know that it
cross breeding. So, we need to be careful in making thesg safe for them to do so. Whilst | can understand the
claims. Aga|n, hOWeVer, advice from the South Australiarboncerns of dog owners, | think we have to do Someth|ng
Health CommISSIon |S that |t |S IIS Understand|ng Of the |Ssueabout th|S issue_we cannot endanger our Ch"dren W|th dog
Given that, | feel that | have no other avenue than to refer thadttacks. One only has to talk to children who have suffered

advice to the Social Development Committee so that it cagych trauma to see the effect that it has had on them and their
give that due and proper consideration and come back to thgmilies.

parliament. | think it is entirely appropriate that the Social
Development Committee takes evidence on this issue, and}
would request that the committee investigate the report a

make recommendations to the parliament on the appropria

So, | welcome and support wholeheartedly the minister's
otion, and | thank him for his kind comments. | look
rward to hearing the evidence and the committee’s referring
. Back to this House its findings so that we can come up with
management strategies of breeds of dogs that appear to ha¥§mething that will ensure the safety of children as well as

on the surface, a'high attack incident rate. ... respecting the rights of dog owners. | look forward to the
Of course, this may not necessarily mean legislativey g Development Committee’s findings
change. The best path to follow may include activities such '

as public education strategies or, indeed, training initiatives
associated with those particular breeds. But, ultimately, it i),
a matter for the committee to come back to the parlial
with those recommendations. With—
In closing, | would like to say that we are very proud of An honour able member: It's a dog of an issue
what the Liberal government has achieved in relation to dog . o :
management in the last six years. The legislation and the MrHILL: Itis aldog of an issue, as my cqlleague Says.
independent framework under which it is administered is, ft deals with conflicting interests: we ha_lve the interests of the
understand, widely considered to be the benchmark acro@99 owners who want the unfettered right to be able to have
Australia. We certainly intend that this continue to be the cas&€i" dogs in their possession at will and in public places; and
and therefore acknowledge that it must be reviewed on §'€N W€ have the interest of the generql public who want to
regular basis to ensure that it moves with the times an§€ @ble to use parks and public places in safety, particularly
remains reflective of what the community demands andvith regard to thelrchl_ldren. Th_ey want their children to be
needs. able to run and play without being attacked by dogs.
thanks to the member for Hartley, Joe Scalzi, who has O|cm|§1y_self. | have been bitten on a_number of occasions by small
an enormous amount of work on behalf of his local electorat@nimals—and some larger animals.
and the community in general on this issue. It is a very An honourable member: Was Joe Scalzi one of them?
emotive issue; it is a difficult issue, because people are so Mr HILL: No, Joe Scalzi was not one of them! This is a
close to their pets. However, | come down on the side of theery difficult issue, although, | must say to the member for
issue of the sheer weight of numbers of dog injury inci-Hartley, who has been a great advocate of control in this area,
dents—29 000—and the large number of people going to thihat he has been fobbed off, because the minister is really
emergency area of our hospitals. | think it is an issue that theaying that he has had a good close look at it and he realises
Social Development Committee does need to look at, andthat it is very difficult. He knows that there is an election

Mr HILL (Kaurna): This issue of dog management is
viously fraught with difficulties, highly controversial and
meighly difficult for governments to deal with, because it deals
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around the corner and he does not want to make a hatwecause, if we make rules such as this, do they apply also to

decision now, so he is passing— country communities and farms? Most farmers have a dog
TheHon. |.F. Evans: That is nonsense. that usually sits in the back of the ute. | am sure members
Mr HILL: Thatis not nonsense; you know that it is true. have seen the advert for Toyota with the dog. Certainly, if
The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: you put your hand over the side of the ute some dogs will

Mr HILL: The minister says, ‘Tell us your policy’ | welcome you with a nip. It is a very difficult area for a
would happily tell the minister our policy if he would release government to legislate. | look forward to the Social Develop-
the report on dog management, which he had commissiongdent Committee’s recommendations, as long as the commit-
and has sat on for a considerable period. The member féee stipulates clearly rules for, say, suburban Adelaide,
Hartley has been fobbed off. In fact, | think it is a delicious country communities and rural communities where dogs are
irony that the minister, in his clever way, has referred thevery common. | understand that there is a high incidence of
matter back to the member for Hartley, who is a member oflog attacks. | appreciate that, but | believe it is more about
the Social Development Committee. So, Joe, it is back ireducation of the owner of the dog.
your court: you know what you want to do; you have worked | think owners of certain breeds of dogs should almost be
out what you want to do; and you have told the world whataccredited owners, because you have to be more responsible
you want to do. You have asked the minister to investigatavith them. As a dog owner on the beach, | always believe
this and come up with some reforms. that, if a dog could be marked with a different colour tag to

The minister has had a good look at it; he has had éndicate whether or not it s friendly, it would be nice to know
committee review it and he now has a report that says, ‘Wellas the dog approached. | feel that my dogs will never do
this all a bit difficult. We will give it back to you, Joe, so that anything wrong but, if other dogs come too close too quickly,
you can sort it out yourself.” Well, | think that is fine. | am things could happen. It is up to the owners to control their
happy to support this proposition and | look forward to thedogs. | do not want to see the heavy hand of the law come
committee’s report, as well as to some action from thedown and enforce certain regulations on people. | think most
government in the future. people have commonsense. Even though the incidence is

high, I do not know whether we have statistics to show how

Mr VENNING (Schubert): I rise to support the motion. many dogs are in the community, but there are thousands of
| have to declare my interest, because my wife’s substitutthem. | would say that every second household has a dog and
husband is a dog! As | am not often at home, Brewster haghe average is probably over one for every two households.
certainly taken my place. There is adog in each of our family | warn any parliament, any government or any party that
homes—we and all our children have dogs—and they falhas a policy of imposing strict dog laws that they will do so
within those five breeds which the minister mentioned ast their own peril. As the minister found out in our own party
being the most vicious. All | can say is that with our dogs,room—I do not think this is telling secrets—it is a difficult
because they have been properly raised and loved, the biggéstue. He is not the first minister to try to deal with this issue.
risk you take is being licked to death. | remember that when | was first elected Minister Crafter, |

Our dog is a German Shepherd, and he is a very valuabl@ink it was, raised this matter and it died a quick death
member of our family. | believe any legislator, any parlia-because it was too difficult. People love their dogs and if we
ment or any party that wants to legislate hard against doggo overboard it will end up in the negative. | look forward to
will do so at their own risk. After their own families, | am the Social Development Committee addressing this issue. |
sure people love their dogs a lot more than they love politicongratulate the member for Hartley because of his diligence
cians. If members come on heavy on the dog, they do so @hd enthusiasm in this matter, and | am sure that his input
their own risk. will be appreciated not only by members of the government

| often exercise my daughter's dog at West Beach. but also by the House as a whole. I look forward to the Social
understand exactly what the minister was talking about thi®evelopment Committee considering this matter and | might
morning; | see dogs running out of control. | always keep myoffer my assistance as a witness. | support this motion.
daughter’'s dog within range of my voice and | also have a
lead in my hand, because the dog knows it should be on a TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | also support this
lead and it is not. When there are other dogs on the beachpiotion, and | do so as the architect of the Dog and Cat
bring the dog to me and put it on the lead. Management Act 1995. One of the most difficult tasks that

The SPEAKER: | ask the Minister for Environment and | think | have ever faced was bringing down this particular
Heritage whether he would go into the gallery or join us inlegislation. Members may recall at that time, although itis a
the chamber. long time ago, there was an enormous amount of representa-

Mr VENNING: lItis very difficult to say to people with tion made, | would suggest, to the majority of members who
large dogs that you have to exercise your dog on the leadyere in this place at that time regarding cats. There was a
because one cannot exercise a large dog on a lead. They wiltry successful campaign in the electorate to ensure that
end up exercising you and you will get exhausted, so yoappropriate legislation was brought down to provide that the
have to unclip the dog. | understand that in certain suburbsats were managed appropriately and that dogs were managed
where they have certain areas for the training and exercisingppropriately as well.
of dogs, they allocate times for the exercising of dogs; they |also commend the member for Hartley for the represen-
have different rules, but | hope that the Social Developmentation he has made. | know that this has been an important
Committee will push for a standardisation of these regulaissue in his electorate, as it is, | would suggest, in the majority
tions. Even on city beaches the regulations change as yaf electorates that are represented in this place. | agree also
walk from one council area into the other. with a number of the points that the member for Schubert has

I will never support the rule or the regulation that providesmade. It is important that we consider and be able to differ-
that big dogs have to be exercised on a lead because it justtiate between what happens in the metropolitan area and
cannot happen. | also ask the committee to be carefwl/hat happens in the rural area. | point out to the House that
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some little time ago | took the opportunity to spend a day Mr Koutsantonis: It's a dog of an issue.
with the SA Ambulance Service to see how it works and Mr WILLIAMS: Itis a dog of an issue—legislation that
functions. We were in the metropolitan area, having done aill reduce the incidence of dog attacks, and the incidence of
tour of a number of their centres. In fact, we were at thedog attacks is very high. As a practising farmer in my
southern end of King William Street when there was a call tqorevious occupation, | spent my lifetime working with
say that children had been attacked in the vicinity of thewvorking farm dogs. | have a huge amount of respect for the
Torrens River in the parklands, and the driver | was with atanimal, yet | have seen dogs do the most outlandish and
that time was asked to take the call. We had a very fast driveutrageous things; | have seen dogs do things that are totally
through the city to the site. | was made aware first hand of theut of character. | guess that most of the attacks—certainly
issue, of the concerns of the parents of the children involvedhe owners of the pet would argue—are out of character. Like
and also of all the other problems surrounding that particulamost members, 1, too, have received representations from
incident. electors on this issue.
| believe it is essential that this matter be addressed. | | attended a function only a few weeks ago and the wife
think itis very sensible that the Social Development Commit-of one of my constituents and a close friend had a series of
tee be given the opportunity to investigate, report and makstitches on one of her cheeks. She had been collecting her
recommendations on the three issues that are referred to in tbkildren from a neighbour’s farm and a pet dog—not a
minister’s motion. | do not need to go through those issuesorking dog—attacked her. She had known the dog for many
again. Finally, | make the point, as did the member foryears but, again, it was an attack that was totally out of
Hartley, that in the case of dog control, whether it be dog ocharacter. Having said that, | certainly agree with the
cat control, or whatever, it does come back to the responsécomments of the member for Schubert about how inept it
bility of the individual in appropriately managing that animal. would be for any of us to suggest that we put severe restric-
Legislation can do only so much, but it does come backions on dog ownership and the way in which people can
to the owner of the dog, the cat, the horse, or whatever ihandle and exercise their dogs.
might be, being responsible in the way in which they manage | understand that the Salisbury council has introduced by-
that particular animal, and that is certainly the case as far daws which allow the exercising of dogs only if the dogs are
dogs are concerned. | strongly support the minister’'s motioon a leash. The Mayor of Salisbury, Tony Zappia, who, |
and I, too, look forward to the committee’s report to theunderstand, at least at one stage was a close friend of the
House and its recommendations as to how these matteksbor Party—
relating to the appropriate management of dogs can be An honourable member: Still is.
addressed. Mr WILLIAMS: Stillis? | am pleased to hear it. | think
that there is opportunity for the committee to take significant
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): The member for Kaurna  evidence from the Salisbury council in terms of its experi-
is absolutely right: the minister is copping out on this issuéence. | am not quite sure how long this by-law has been in
by referring it to the Social Development Committee. He will pperation in that council but, certainly, that council's
not make a decision before an election. I think that the wayxperience will be valuable to the committee. | certainly wish
in which the government has handled this issue is a littlehe Social Development Committee every success in this
disappointing. matter. | would say to the House that | am quite glad that | am
The member for Schubert made some very good pointsiot a member of that committee, because | think that the issue
It is a very difficult issue to tackle. Now being the proud will require the wisdom of Solomon. | wish it every success.
owner of two puppies, | understand—

Mr Wright interjecting: Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | want to contribute

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Two puppies—the concerns. very briefly to this debate to bring a little commonsense to it.
Also, my brother is a professional dog breeder. As a person with many constituents who have dogs, who love

Members interjecting: their dogs and who ensure that their dogs are not a danger to

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They are two little right wingers. people, | recognise the rights of people to get on with their
Many of my constituents own dogs, and there are in mygaily lives with their pets without too much government
constituency many dog clubs, which have a lot of concern#iterference in the way of regulation. But there would not be
that | will forward to the Social Development Committee. | @ member in this House who would not have been shocked
know that | will be dealing with the member for Hartley and dismayed at the savage attacks of recent years upon
because | know that he has a keen interest in this issue. | wighildren that have been widely reported in the media, and the
be forwarding the honourable member submissions from dolifany of savage attacks that are becoming increasingly more
clubs and associations in my constituency as soon as tti@mmonplace as we open the newspaper every morning,

committee takes on this reference. listen to radio and as we walk around the community and talk
to people.
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | think that it is a bit Let me just make one thing perfectly clear: people are

churlish of the previous speaker and the member for Kaurneore important than dogs and cats. People are more import-
to suggest what they did about the member for Hartley andnt than dogs. If a dog is going to attack someone—
the minister, when the minister is being quite proactive orparticularly a child—and viciously maim it, | do not particu-
this matter, as the member for Hartley has been. Indeed, Harly care about the circumstances. | do not particularly care
has been incredibly proactive on this issue. | have yet to seé the dog has no previous track record of attacking and
any policy pronouncements from the Labor Party on anyiciously maiming a child. | am not particularly sympathetic
matter whatsoever facing the people of South Australia, leif that dog hitherto has been a perfectly well-behaved dog.
alone on this issue. As most members have indicated, this iEhe owner of that dog needs to be called to account in my
a very difficult issue. It will be very difficult to come up personal view. If you own a dog that mauls and viciously
with— savages someone, you need to be held accountable.
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In my view, there is a question about whether that doghis Jack Russell coming, often from a great distance. So the
should remain alive. That is my view. People are morelack Russell has had complete freedom. However, this is in
important than dogs. | commend the minister for referring thea formal built-up area within the council boundary area.
matter to the committee because it is a touchy issue, aswe are | would be disappointed if the Social Development
allwell aware. | hope that the committee will be able to lookCommittee decided that all dogs should be on a leash if they
into the issues and develop some cogent recommendations fare in the open. | say to the committee: use your discretion
the minister to consider when developing legislation. But land exercise caution, and do not forget people who live in the
know where | will be standing on this issue: | will be standingcountry areas. Maybe exclusions need to apply to those who
on the side of the parents of those poor children who aréive in the country. | also recognise that many local councils
mauled by dogs in increasing numbers every week. have already taken the matter into their own hands and putin

I will be standing on the side of people who have a rightplace policies regarding dogs. | just hope that we are not
to go running and exercising or riding their bicycles aroundoverdoing things in that respect. | certainly concur with the
the neighbourhood without the fear of some animal launchingentiments expressed that young children—indeed, all
out of someone’s front yard and knocking them off their bikepeople—need to be protected fully from dogs that can be
or latching on to their legs, as, frankly, has happened to meicious and attack people.
on a couple of occasions, and | tell members that it is simply | remember quite some years ago when our son was but
not on. | will be standing on the side of the rights of people a little lad and we were walking in a park. He ran off ahead
of constituents. | just remind every member in this Houseof us, and a dog got quite excited over the fact that this young
dogs do not vote, people do. Of those many thousands d¢did was running and raced up and knocked him to the ground.
people who have pets that they love and adore, as | said, thé§embers can imagine that, as a father, | was far from happy
need to be able to care for those pets without fear of havingith the owner of that dog. It was quite a large dog, but
a set of laws and regulations that interfere with that. thankfully it just sought to play with our son who probably

However, there is a line, and it is the responsibility of thewas about three at that stage, and no permanent harm was
members of this House to ensure that its citizens are protectebne. However, if it had been a savage dog, it could be a very
from attacks. If animals are attacking people, | think that wedifferent story today. Let us hope that appropriate recommen-
have a responsibility to introduce some laws and regulationdations can be brought forward as a result of referring this
to stop it, and | would be fairly aggressive and assertive in thenatter to the Social Development Committee.
way that | struck those laws. It either needs to be that the
animal is destroyed in the case of a vicious attack, and/or the TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Minister for Minerals
owner of that animal is held to account both legally in termsand Energy): |, too, rise along with other members to
of civil law and financially in terms of compensation. support the Minister for Environment and Heritage’s motion.

If you own an animal that does this to people, it is noln so doing, | congratulate the minister on bringing this
different, in my view, to someone attacking that person andnotion to the House. | also congratulate my colleague the
injuring them. It is almost the same thing. We would notmember for Hartley because, as members on this side of the
tolerate someone savagely attacking a child or a persdﬁOUSG know, he has championed this cause and the need for
without expecting that they be severely punished. | simplysuch a motion to come before parliament. He has represented
make the point that, if you own an animal that inflicts thethe concerns of his constituents who had two young daughters
same damage on a person, you ought to be facing very simil#ho regrettably were the victims of a very savage dog attack.
consequences. That, in itself, if you hold the owners account- The motion encompasses all the necessary ingredients that
able, will ensure that owners take steps to ensure that theeed to be carefully researched. | am pleased to note that
dogs are not out there attacking people. within the motion the minister specifically focuses on the

People will either not own a dog that is likely to do so; management of breeds of dogs that have a high attack
they will take steps to muzzle the dog; or they will take stepgncidence rate. Of course, those dogs are defined breeds and
somehow to control the dog’s activities so that it is not aare represented by clubs concerned specifically with those
danger to children, to innocent people, the elderly, the frailpreeds. Some of those club members have been to me and
the weak and the disabled. | put it back on the owners: contrdlave advocated that the particular breeds are perhaps unfairly
your dogs or accept the consequences. That will be the spimiticised publicly, and even other breeds can be so involved
with which | enter this debate. in attack incidence. The minister, in recognising that, has

encompassed that fact in paragraph (a) of his motion, where

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | want to speak briefly to this he specifically wants the Social Development Committee to
motion. In the last week or so | received correspondence fronmvestigate strategies to decrease the incidence of dog attack
a constituent of mine regarding having dogs leashed, andim both public places and on private property. That means that
indicated to him that this matter was being considered furtheit can cover all breeds of dogs.

Referring this matter to the Social Development Committee My family is a dog owner. We have a wonderful little Jack
is a sensible move and, therefore, | support this propositiorRussell who is well behaved and well controlled. We have
However, it will not be an easy solution. The area in whichevery confidence that he would not be involved in an incident
| live, Wallaroo, is almost semi-rural, even though it will where he ever bit a person. However, there is always a risk
eventually be a complete marina complex. A few of mywith any breed of dog that that could occur, and that adds to
neighbours have dogs, and one neighbour takes their dog fire complexity of this matter. It is why it is so important that
a walk most days or evenings and does not have the dog dhe Social Development Committee, a very appropriate body
aleash. Itis a small dog, and | do not see a problem with thaif the parliament, should have the opportunity to investigate,
at all; it seems to be a pretty friendly dog. Another neighboureport and make recommendations on this matter. My
who occasionally comes to tend his block of land often bringslaughter, who is now 13 at the age of two years was the
his Jack Russell terrier and lets it go free while he is at thevictim of a dog attack. She was bitten on the face by a corgi,
block. Then, when it is time to go, he whistles and you seand it was a particularly nasty bite. | was fortunate enough at
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that time to have one of my parliamentary colleagues wittdemocracy, because, in my opinion, when it comes to shop
me, the member for Adelaide, who is also a medical practitrading hours, and so on, economic democracy does not exist.
tioner. Through his swift intervention and the ability to get There is no such thing as a level playing field. True economic

my daughter to a plastic surgeon and immediately intalemocracy, as the member for Fisher would have us believe,
hospital, now at the age of 13 years the scarring from thateminds me of when they used to talk about worker democra-

attack is not noticeable to anyone who is not aware that shaes in the former Yugoslavia and the organisations represent-
was attacked by an animal. ing workers in that political system: it does not work.

The attack on her by a breed of dog, a corgi—whichisnot As | said, it is not a level playing field, and the reality is
regarded by most people as being a problem breed of dog-that there is an over concentration of big companies being
was swift, and as parents we had no chance at all to interveni@volved in shop trading hours. To say that it is a level
The effect on her could have been far more severe than flaying field, that the public wants it and that everyone will
was. That probably encapsulates the difficulty of the task th®enefit from it is too simplistic: it is not the case. Australia
Social Development Committee will have in trying to limit has one of the biggest concentrations of retailers. Basically
dog attacks onindividuals. Based on support for this motionwve have a shopping monopoly. | know that the big stores do
from both sides of the House, it appears that the Socia lot of good work—and | will not mention all the stores and
Development Committee will have the opportunity tothe percentage of the trade in which they are involved—but
investigate, report and make recommendations on thithe reality is that it is not an economic democracy as the
important issue. | wish the committee well with its endeav-member for Fisher would have us believe.
ours. He also mentioned that it should not be a crime to shop.

I look forward to seeing the recommendations made botli is certainly not a crime to shop, but as with everything there
personally as an individual and as a representative membare limits. We do not have all government offices open
of an electorate. | know a lot of my constituents will want to 24 hours a day. In fact, we do not have them open at times
put submissions to the committee, and | will certainlywhen we believe some people would want access to them. If
encourage them to do so. This is an important matter in theeople want to purchase things, they can do so over the
interests of the wellbeing and the welfare of South Austinternet. Having extended trading hours is about not just the
ralians, particularly young children, so many of whom haveability to shop but what priorities we have in the community.
been dreadfully savaged by dogs that have not been coReople who work are also entitled to have time off and time
trolled properly. | am delighted to be able to support thisto spend with their families.
motion. Whilst | recognise that we cannot go back to the past when

Motion carried. we only had Saturday morning shopping and everyone had

time to be involved in sport on Saturday afternoons (and
STATUTESAMENDMENT AND REPEAL (SHOP sometimes | think it is sad that we moved away from that),

TRADING HOURSREFORM) BILL to suggest that we have open slather, that is, extend shopping
hours, and that that will create the shopping nirvana and that
Adjourned debate on second reading. people will be really satisfied by being able to shop more is
(Continued from 4 October. Page 2380.) very simplistic.

The member for Fisher argues that those who are opposed

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | wish to make a contribution on are the ones who already have extended shopping hours, that
this very important issue. Whilst | can understand thes, the smaller traders. However, there is a difference between
sentiment of the member for Fisher, | cannot say that having a few essential stores providing goods and services for
support the bill. We all have views on shop trading hours, anthe community and having the full extension. As | said
for the last eight years the parliament has discussed at leng#arlier, | believe that the government has been very balanced
the issues involved in this matter. Whilst the present systerim its approach by allowing the trading hours that we have in
is not perfect, the parliament came to a good decisionthe city and in precincts such as Glenelg, but if we extended
namely, that the city stores are permitted to trade until 9 p.mit in the metropolitan area it would have a detrimental effect
from Monday to Friday; non-exempt metropolitan stores aren the smaller traders and would not be in the best interest of
able to trade until 7 p.m. Monday to Friday, continuing untilthe community. It will increase the dominance of certain
9 p.m. on Thursday; and Sunday trading is allowed in theyroups in the industry, and, as | said, that will not support the
suburbs for six Sundays per year. concept that there is true competition.

The government recognises that this is a complex area, It always worries me when we overemphasise this feeling
which requires a sophisticated balance between the varyintpat the greater the competition the longer the shopping
interests of the many players in different types and sizes diours—that somehow we will all be better served. It is not
retailers, shop employees and customers. We believe we hatre case. Economics is not an end in itself. Economics should
managed that process well, unlike the clumsy bill which hase subservient to political goals. We are finding out that time
been introduced with little community consultation—and land again. The system has to serve the community, not the
say that with all due respect to the member for Fisher. Theommunity the system. We have made the mistake. The
move to extend trading hours is often supported by surveysoncentration of big players in the industry is not a good
which show that more than 80 per cent of people would likething, because they will dominate the industry, and it will not
to have extended trading hours, and so on. However, they agdways ensure that we have lower prices or that, in the long
limited and do not look at the whole issue in its properrun, we will get better service.
context and perspective. The member for Fisher mentioned places such as Kuala

I note that in the second reading speech the member fdrumpur as an example of where the introduction of extended
Fisher talked about economic democracy after referring tshopping hours was a success. Let us look at it. Kuala
parliamentary democracy, of which we are all proud to bd_umpur has a population approaching 2 million. It always
part. | have a healthy cynicism about so-called economigvorries me when we use overseas examples to support what
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should happen here. From the way in which Adelaide ishours. At one extreme, there is the view—with which | do not
geographically located, you can travel from one end of thegree—that we just open shops, full stop, and they can trade
metropolitan area to the other in 30 minutes—unless there igherever, whenever and however they like. | welcome people
a traffic jam. Access to shopping is never too far away, so to put that argument to me, but | am sure that South Australia
believe that we should keep the system as it is. with the nature of its economy and the size of its population

Time expired. will not sustain such an approach. | would be concerned

about what that would do to small business.

Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | also raise to express my concern,  As the shadow minister for small business, an issue that
and on behalf of the opposition oppose this bill. The issue ofs raised with me regularly is this very issue about shop
shop trading hours, needless to say, has been an ongoitigiding hours and the impact that that would have on small
debate for many years. Obviously, it is one of the topics wittbusiness. Whatever side of the political fence you are on, we
which both major parties have had to deal to try to come upire all aware that—despite all the arguments that we may
with the most appropriate mix which services all sectors ohave in this chamber about how well the economy is going—
the economy. There has been a range of changes over thés no secret that, in some areas, small business is doing it
years, and some significant reforms have been put in placesugh. We make our own presentations about why that may

I well remember the most recent one that took placebe the case, but if we are looking at small business out there,
relating to the additional trading hours at Glenelg. Part of theind | am sure members are—whether it be in their own
debate and rationale put forward by the government (whicklectorate or broader than their own electorate—we see that
I might hasten to add the opposition supported) was that there are some areas of small business that are doing it tough.
was able to demonstrate that it was a tourism precinct. Beforehat may not always be the case, but one of the arguments

that, of course, there have been other— that is presented by small business is what opening the
Mr Scalzi interjecting: floodgates would do to small business.
Mr WRIGHT: | beg your pardon? The Hon. R.B. Such interjecting:
Mr Scalzi interjecting: Mr WRIGHT: We are not in Victoria. That is the point.

Mr WRIGHT: Beyond that, of course, there have beenwe will never be Victoria, we will never be the size of
other changes which the member for Hartley has alreadyictoria, we will never have the population of Victoria. This
highlighted to the parliament. So, we are not dealing heréighlights the lack of thought that the honourable member has
today with a debate where our opinions are fixed in concretgut into this argument. We must come to this debate with
Quite the opposite: there has been a demonstration veryore maturity realising that we are not Victoria, Singapore
recently as well as some significant changes where all ther Hong Kong—we are South Australia. We must look at the
major parties have come to the debate with some maturity arstrengths and weaknesses of our economy and try to build on
flexibility in the way in which they have addressed thesethem. We need to be receptive to some of the points of view
issues. that are being put forward. Bringing forward a bill of this

In essence, this is what disturbs me with regard to this billnature without that debate, without that process taking place,
because | think that, notwithstanding the right of anydoes not do the debate justice. The debate deserves better
individual private member to bring a bill before this than that. The debate deserves this process to be gone
parliament—that is our given right—any good public policy through.
position must have some process attached to it. In the same Members on this side of the House will highlight specific
way as the debate about changes to shop trading hours for ttssues. In the limited time remaining to me, | would like to
Glenelg precinct was conducted, a process must be undertgbeint out that we have currently a mix, which may not satisfy
en. When that debate was on, | well remember commendingveryone, where the major players have given and taken on
the then minister for the process that he undertook, becauseis issue. The member for Fisher’s second reading explan-
as he, on behalf of the government, worked through thaation highlights the opinion of Don Farrell, the Secretary of
process, he ensured that there were discussion papers andtine Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Union, and well
major players were invited and deliberately involved in thehe might, because Don Farrell and his union members
debate—there was a bit of give and take. comprise one of the groups that have most at stake from this

I think both sides of the House would agree that this is alebate.
big ticket issue which can be addressed only by putting it If it is good enough for Don Farrell, as Secretary of the
through such a process. To come in here and try to deregulat@ion, and his union members to come to this debate with a
shop trading hours without going through such a process andature view and to move on this as they have done on a
making sure that all the major players are involved in theaumber of occasions—and | well remember their moving
debate and trying to reach a position that accommodates thepack in about 1994 very strongly and winning a High Court
does not do us justice. In particular, | am concerned about thgecision, but we may not need to embarrass anyone in the
lack of process and the effect that a bill of this nature willchair at the moment about that debate—with regard to the
have on the major players. Whether they be small businesgeforms and changes that have occurred, it is good enough for
big business, workers, families or trade unions, we need tthe member for Fisher to ensure that, before a bill of this
make sure that they are all involved in the debate and thatature is brought into the parliament, greater thought, greater
process is followed before we reach a decision of thiglebate and a stronger process occurs, because an issue of this
magnitude. | do not see that process taking place. nature deserves nothing less.

This is avexedquestion for government: it always has  Thisis not a motion that can be walked in and walked out
been and, needless to say, | suspect that it always will bef here in half an hour without the proper process being
That is all the more reason why we must ensure that wéllowed. | would have thought that a bill of this magnitude
handle the debate professionally with the proper processes at least deserves the process to be gone through. A number
place so that all the major players are very much involvedof the comments of the member for Hartley highlight and
We all have our own personal opinions about shop tradingemonstrate that very point.
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Mr WILLIAM S (MacKillop): I rise today to informthe want to access a retail outlet. | find it frustrating and annoy-
House that | will not support this bill. In doing so, | do not ing that it is difficult for me, with my lifestyle, to access the
necessarily disagree with the principle behind it. | agree withretail industry in general because my hours are not as regular
some of the sentiments that were expressed by the membas those of others. They are certainly not normal business
for Fisher in his second reading explanation but, then agaifmours. | find it difficult even though, in Adelaide, we have
| agree with a lot of the sentiments that have just beemlready made substantial changes to give retailers vast

expressed by the member for Lee. opportunities.
Ms Rankine interjecting: In his second reading speech, the member for Fisher said
Mr WILLIAMS: There are a lot of people with whom | that a lot of retailers want flexibility: they do not want to stay
disagree. open 24 hours a day. He stated that some would like to open
Ms Rankine interjecting: later in the morning and remain open into the evening,
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for particularly in the summertime with daylight saving and the
Wright will have a chance to speak in a minute. longer evenings. The reality is that the government has

Mr WILLIAMS: | will explain to the House and the already allowed city stores to trade right up to 9 o’clock on
member for Wright exactly why | have sympathy for peopleweek nights, and non-exempt metropolitan stores can trade
who seem to be coming from opposite ends of this debateup to 7 p.m. Monday to Friday. Yet, if you go through the

The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting: city and the major suburban shopping centres, you will find

Mr WILLIAMS: | will speak slowly and use small that very few, if any, retailers take advantage of what is
words. In my electorate and in country areas there is nalready available to them. They just do not do it.
restriction on shop trading hours enforced by the principal As the member for Lee pointed out, is that a function of
act. In the town of Naracoorte, the traders have what | wouldhe fact that we are not Victoria? The member for Hartley
call a laissez-faire approach to shop trading hours, so theointed out that we are not Kuala Lumpur. So, is it merely an
shops can open and close whenever they wish. | think that iadication of the fact that Adelaide, with a population of a
the principle that the member for Fisher would like tolittle over one million people, does not have the demand to
enshrine across the state. That situation has existed keep the retail sector open at this stage? As | pointed out,
Naracoorte for some time. people like me (and | am sure | am not the only one), because

Nearly all the traders in that town operate their businessesf our lifestyle, would like to be able to go to a shop at an odd
on what | regard as normal, regular hours—9 to 5 type hoursour. However, | suggest that there are not enough people in
There are two supermarkets in the town and the corner shopisat category, out of a population of just over one million
and delis operate various hours, but the supermarkets takeople, to warrant the traders keeping their businesses open.
advantage of the fact that they can operate extended houfBhat is obvious, because they are not taking advantage of
An equilibrium has been reached within the retail sector invhat is available to them already.
that community and the shop traders and members of the Don Farrell, whose name has already been used in this
community seem to be pretty happy with the situation. Thoseebate, mentioned on talkback radio on 2 October on 5AA
who want to shop at the supermarkets after normal hours anflat the bill proposed by the member for Fisher was a stunt.
up to 9 o'clock in the evening, | think, do so, and quite often| think it is a stunt to try to gain some sort of popular electoral
after | leave my office | call in to the supermarkets and | canappeal on behalf of the member. | agree that, if we are going
attest that they do quite a busy trade late in the evenings. to change shop trading hours, we need to do it in a staged,

Just down the road in the neighbouring electorate ofnanaged way. People who invest in the retail sector or in
Gordon, the Mount Gambier City Council has been grapplingmall business in general make their investment expecting to
with this issue of late. | have noted in tBerder Watctover  achieve a return on that investment over a period of time, so
the last couple of weeks that the city council determined noany sudden changes affect those sorts of investments quite
to take a decision until parliament had wrestled with this billdramatically. If someone makes an investment and their
of the member for Fisher. Mount Gambier has for many yearpusiness plan is worked over a five or eight-year period, even
been agonising over what it should do with shop tradinghough we might legislate or amend legislation as proposed
hours. It gives an indication of the complexity of this matterin this bill in a non-retrospective manner, | would argue that
that, in two rural communities, one albeit quite a bit largersuch legislation affects those investments in a retrospective
than the other, there has been serious, ongoing debate feranner because the goalposts are moved from where the
many years. In Mount Gambier that has not come to anvestor expected them to be when he made that long-term
conclusion, and it seems that a lot of people, both the decisianvestment. If we are going to make any changes, that is one
makers on the council and the traders, want to remain undeyf the reasons why we have to be very careful to stage and
a restricted regime, while up the road Naracoorte has hadmanage the changes.
laissez-faire situation for some time, an equilibrium has been The other factor in shop trading hours is the labour issue,
reached and everyone seems to be quite happy. and the same thing happens there. People working in the

| believe that we will move and should move over a periodindustry have argued consistently for many years that they
of time, in a staged process, to a relaxation of regulationsecome disadvantaged when we make substantial changes to
with regard to trading, not just shops but all sorts of tradingtrading hours. The member for Fisher's bill proposes a
I do not see why, in principle, we should have regulations othange to section 67A by suggesting:
trading hours. It is anathema to my way of thinking. | come |, getermining the hours that a retail employee is required to

down to Adelaide from my electorate during sitting weekswork under a contract of employment, an employer must take into
and in non-sitting weeks when | come down for otherconsideration the impact the hours worked by the employee will have

business, and | regard myself as a tourist in Adelaide. | hav@" the members of the employee’s family.

somewhere to sleep but, by and large, | am looking to gdhave no idea what that means. Employment has all sorts of
somewhere for a meal at all sorts of odd hours. If | am ireffects on family members, and there is no provision to
need of doing any shopping, it is often at odd hours that enforce that, and | do not know what he is trying to enforce
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or how he would enforce it. Although he has made an attemgie offered by small businesses. | am not convinced at all that
to get retail workers on side, | think it has been very poorlysomehow small businesses would be immune from the
done. changes and deregulation advocated by the member for

Time expired. Fisher.

. The current act does provide for more trading hours in the

Mr SNELLING (Playford): | oppose the bill. I do not city. In fact, it is quite legal for city traders to trade until
share in the libertarian philosophy of the member for Fisherg p.m., but they do not take advantage of this at all. They
and it is that libertarian philosophy that has prompted thgrade until 5.30 p.m. or 6 p.m. They do not take advantage of
member for Fisher to introduce this legislation, as it has othefhe extended hours made available to them. Therefore, |
pieces of legislation that he has brought to this House, suclyfyte the claim made by the member for Fisher that there is
as his proposal to legalise euthanasia. | oppose this bill botsyme sort of insatiable demand for longer shopping hours. It
as a former shop assistant and as a former official of the Shqg just not true and it is borne out by what we can see
Distributive and Allied Employees Association. happening with the experiment to extend trading hours in the

I oppose the complete deregulation of shopping hours thaity That is not to say that our present arrangements should
the member for Fisher advocates for two reasons. First, §e set in stone, although | do think that they represent a

places an unfair pressure on employees working in the retaibasonable compromise, and | commend the government for
sector, having to work unreasonable hours both in terms Qfyriving at that compromise.

the duration of the hours and the timing of the hours. Shop

. h iah I h h | personally think that we should consider business hours
assistants have a right, as we all have, to expect 1o hayf e in keeping with our Mediterranean climate, particularly
certain time off that they can share with the rest of their,

; ; : : .50 in the hot summer months when the Italian, Spanish and,
family. The member for Fisher claims that he has inserted th'aare I say, the Greek communities have a tradition of having

wonderful clause in his bill that will prevent shop assistants, gjasta in the middle of the day and then making up those
from being put under such pressure. Ifthe member for Fishef, 5 by working into the cool hours of the evening: that
in fact, had any experience working in the retail sector—, 14 make eminent sense. However. we seem to be
which he obviously does not have—or spent any time talkin : .

¢ h ks in the retail ; hich | tgntractably attached to our Northern European work habits;
0 anyone who works in the retail sector—whic 0 NOtgy any such change is quite unlikely.

think he has done—he would— .
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: As the member for Lee has already pointed out, the reform

Mr SNELLING: He has been talking to the Retail or changes to our trading hours would be far better carried out

Traders Association, | think. He is happy to talk to the bosseéaylgovernmﬁnﬁ, b_ecause itis oknl%/ glgvernmenr'g th.at Woluld be
but | doubt very much that he has gone into many shops angP.¢ (0 9et all the important stakeholders together: employees,
. small and large retailers, and consumers. In that way, a

talked to shop assistants about what they think about havin . X
deregulated shopping hours. &)mpromlse could be thrashed out and any possible reforms

The Hon. R.B. Such: How do you know that? in the future could be agreed on. | do not think that a private

Mr SNELLING: | know that is the case because hemembers bill advocating complete deregulation of trading

displays such an incredible amount of ignorance about ho&otuhrissTn?Sce)rq;rlﬁtgf era—ls the way to go about making reforms

much power shop assistants have to determine the hours they
work. Shop assistants have to work when the business is

there; they cannot say to their employer, ‘I'm only working
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday. They are the only,

hours I will work bgcause I h?\ve fa}mlly responsibilities.’ The Employees Association, being a former official of that union.
employer would simply say, ‘I can'temploy you those hourS’I Iso come from a background of small business, my family

because | don’t have any business in those hours. If you way ving been involved in small business their entire lives, so

to vyork for me you hav? to work when there is busmesq have seen the effect of Sunday trading on families and
available to employ you’, and that happens to be at thosF

more difficult hours that affect families the most elationships. | note that the member for Fisher does not want
: to deregulate banking hours so that banks open on weekends.

obvious damage that would be done to small traders froﬁwzgsegéitauz é?;yni\gﬁgs retail employees working on

having a complete deregulation of shopping hours. | must say S

that that issue has been well canvassed by members opposite. ] € Hon. R.B. Such interjecting: _

I am not at all convinced by the arguments advanced by the Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, and | notice that you did not

member for Fisher, who quoted the argument advanced by tiélvocate that parliament be open on weekends, either. The

Retail Traders Association that somehow this bill would notMember is quite happy for parliament to be open from 2 p.m.

affect small business in any great way. Again, it seems th&@" Tuesdays and Wednesdays until the evening, and Thurs-

the member for Fisher has not spent much time talking t&lays for the day.

small business people about the effect this bill would have on  An honour able member: And that his electorate office

their businesses. Well, | have spoken to small businesses aagen on Sundays?

they are very concerned about this bill and the effectitwould Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, | would be interested to

have on their right to make a living. It does this in a coupleknow if he makes his own staff work on Sundays, and | bet

of ways. the good doctor himself does not work, being an academic,
First, those small retailers who cater to those people whand probably having never worked in a retail business or had

need to pick up a few small things during those odd hoursin understanding of what retail workers and families running

would be completely wiped out, because it is those largemall businesses go through working on weekends. They are

retail chains, which have enormous buying power, that cadoing it tough and it is getting tougher every day. A lot of

easily undercut prices and offer a much greater range than cémilies and small businesses are under financial pressure.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | rise to endorse the
remarks made by the members for Lee and Playford. I, too,
have a background in the Shop Distributor and Allied
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This government and the Liberal Party have imposed a The rationale behind this application was to cut green-
regressive tax on small business and the families involvedhouse gas emissions by providing natural solar power to
The people concerned are spending more and more time awegmote communities, while at the same time seeking to
from their families attending to their BAS statements andreduce community expenditure on general fuel. Also, in the
taxes. They are spending more time competing with largéuture, there will be opportunities to utilise the heat generated
retailers because, let us face it, Howard and Costello onlpy the solar dishes to improve the quality of water from the
care about what goes on in the boardroom and not at thenderground aquifers.
kitchen table. They only care about the I.arge retailers. Now |t s some time since | originally put this motion on the
we have a former Liberal member of parliament who has nofjotice Paperand | am pleased to say that this project is now
gone that far from the Liberal Party saying that he wants tenaking progress. The solar dishes will cater for some
deregulate trading hours. Just scratch these people a bit apgd per cent requirements of the Ernabella and Kenwell Park
the free trader in them comes out. They talk about being theommunities, as well as a number of small homelands which
party that represents the interests of small business, but f@ge already connected to the power group. This 20 per cent
the last five years under Howard—and the eight years undey solar energy resource will result in generator fuel savings
Brown, Olsen and now Kerin—we have seen small businesg the vicinity of some $100 000 per year. So, it is an
attacked time and time again. excellent initiative. The cost of the solar field is some

In 1993, | remember being on the steps of Parliamen$2.4 million, of which $1 million has been allocated through
House and seeing the Hon. Graham Ingerson, the then Depuysuccessful bid to Greenhouse Australia and the balance of
Leader of the Opposition and the shadow minister foi$1.4 million provided through ATSIC's state grants program.
industrial relations, swearing on a stack of bibles thatifthey | would suggest to the House that this concept is quite
won office they would never introduce Sunday trading,unique, and the Anangu-Pitjantjatjara people should be
because small business goes to the heart of their constituegngratulated on being the first indigenous community in
cies and they were in this place to help small business. Bu\ystralia to adopt this proposed alternative technology. The
infact, what did he do? The moment they won in a landslidgyovernment, through the Department of State Aboriginal
and no-one could stop them—a majority of 37 to 10 in thisaffairs, has also been instrumental, with the assistance of the
House—the first thing they did was that they ratted, lied andsoyth Australian Centre for Economic Studies, in investigat-
broke their promise—just as in the case involving ETSA,ing the merits of the proposal to construct a centralised power
SA Water and the creation of 20 000 new jobs in their firsistation on the AP lands. As | said at the outset, the cooper-
four years of office. They broke that promise. ation between the federal and state governments has been

Who was part of that cabinet? It was none other than theignificant, with magnificent results. By using solar energy,
member for Fisher, the Hon. Dr Bob Such, the same man whihe community will, it is estimated, reduce its consumption
today wants to break that promise he made as a member of diesel fuel by some 136 000 litres each year. If that can be
the Liberal Party in 1993 that they would introduce tradingachieved, | am sure that all members would recognise that
hours. He is doing it again. He has tried twice to break thathat is something to be commended.
promise which he made in 1993. I will be telling the electors | congratulate Senator Hill on the project. | also commend
of Fisher at the next election that this man has broken thre@ye Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in South Australia on this
promises to them: first, no Sunday trading; secondly, hgroject. In my opinion, Senator Hill has been one of the most,
would not sell ETSA; and, thirdly, that he will be independ- it not the most, successful environment ministers we have
ent. Well, he is doing the Liberal Party’s bidding again todayseen in the commonwealth. | was privy only recently to look

Debate adjourned. in some detail at the achievements of the minister during his
term in office in this portfolio; | wish | had brought that
SOLAR TECHNOLOGY material with me, but | do not have it here. It is certainly a
significant list of achievements—some wonderful things for
TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | move: this country in assisting sustainable development and very

That this House congratulates the federal Minister for theMany other areas.

Environment and Heritage, Senior Robert Hill, on the provision of ~ The Anangu-Pitjantjatjara sun farm, we are told, will also
$1 million to install state-of-the-art solar technology in remote areageed directly into the local mini grid and produce enough
of South Australia. power to meet 20 per cent of the area’s electricity needs. As
I should have sought to amend this motion, but | am not have said, these people are the first indigenous community
going to do so at this late stage; | would have liked to includgo embrace this innovative technology. The community is
in that resolution the strong support of the state governmerlso, as | have indicated, planning to explore using the heat
in this proposal. This innovative approach to providing solalgenerated by the solar dishes to purify underground water and
power facilities for the communities in the Anangu-Pitjantjat-to provide a cheap and reliable source of drinking water—
jara lands in the Far North-West of the state is to be comand, of course, in this area that has to be a breakthrough—
mended. The state Minister for Aboriginal Affairs raised thiswhile at the same time it is recognised now that diesel
matter with the federal minister, Senator John Heron, somgenerators are the only source of electricity in many of these
time ago and indicated support for the concept. remote areas of Australia.

Pitjantjatjara Projects, in conjunction with the state These projects are helping remote communities move
government, through the Department for State Aboriginaaway from their reliance on diesel generators and to move
Affairs, applied under the commonwealth Greenhouséowards clean, renewable energy which reduces greenhouse
Australia Renewable Energy Commercialisation Program foemissions. | do not need to remind members that renewable
funding to install 10 solar dishes on the lands. Pitjantjatjar&nergy is a key component of the commonwealth’s climate
Projects is an Aboriginal organisation with project manage€hange policy, and the latest round of projects will save about
ment expertise under the auspice of Anangu-Pitjantjatjara400 000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions a year.
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The $55 million RECP grants program fosters the growth ROAD TRAINS
of Australia’s renewable energy industry, reducing Aust-
ralia’s greenhouse gas levels. So far, almost 40 projects have Mr De LAINE (Price): | move:
been offered funding under the program. These grants, of That this House calls on the government to urgently review the
course, are operated through the Australian Greenhouseisting use of A and B-double road trains currently operating in the
Office, the commonwealth’'s lead agency on greenhous@delaide metropolitan area with the view to restricting or preventing
matters the use of these vehicles in areas where they cannot operate safely.
| am delighted that progress is now being made in regar§r@ised the issue of road trains being allowed in the metro-

to this initiative. | again commend the federal Minister for thePolitan area in this place in March 1998. | moved a private
Environment, Senator Robert Hill, on the provision of Mémber's motion at that time in this House in relation to a

$1 million to enable the state-of-the-art solar technology tgontroversial clearway proposal on Grand Junction Road. |
be installed in the Far North-West of the state. | commend!SO 0pposed the introduction of A-doubles into the metro-
also the state Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for her strong Politan area and, in particular, onto Grand Junction Road for
support in ensuring that this project was able to get off thé€@sons of safety. At that stage, in my view, the motion was
ground. Itis a significant achievement for the people affected€feated on party lines in a very irresponsible way. On this
and, | would suggest, a significant achievement for Australi@ccasion | am asking for government members to show some

as a whole. responsibility and support my motion thereby saving lives
and broken bodies.
MsBREUER (Giles): | want to make a few brief I assume that members of the opposition will support this

comments about this motion because this project, in part, @otion because | sought leave when | was a member of the
located in my electorate. About six weeks ago | was able t@PPOSition caucus to move this motion and leave was granted.
see some of the work that was taking place. It is a gredt 9uess that members opposite will support the motion,
achievement for the Anangu Pitjantjatjara people. | musglthough that is not a given. This motion is about A and

admit that, every time | heard the honourable membeB-double road trains operating not only in the Wingfield/Port
opposite pronounce ‘Pitjantjatjara’ | flinched. Adelaide area but in the whole of metropolitan Adelaide and

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: What did | say? outer areas feeding into the metropolitan area. My reason for
S ) ) . moving this motion is quite simple: these giant trucks are just

. . . &00 big and most roads around Adelaide are not suitable or
third syllable, ‘jat’, as does the ABC persistently, and thergqesigned to accommodate them safely.

is a great deal of controversy about that, because the people In this respect, | would also add that the oversized semi-

of the area pronounce the word quite differently. So, there ig »jors that we see on our roads are also too big and should
a lesson in elocution for the honourable member. Howeve

big problem for people in that area is the cost of fuel, the co ith an enormous length of 25 metres; and A-doubles, of
of diesgl, which they concentrate very ml.JCh on l.JSing in thz&é/ourse, which are 362 metres in Iengtk{. That is just on ,120
area, first, because a type of vehicle IS requwgd for th?eet long in the old language—120 feet long, or the length of
envwonme_nt "’md’ secondly, because of issues involved Hine average size cars. Thatis an enormous size on the roads
petrol sniffing if other types of fuel are used. ~and the vehicles in question are very intimidating.

Fuel costs are incredible in the area and significant savings These enormous and intimidating trucks are, as | say, too
will be made on the price of diesel as a result of this solajong put also, in my view, excessively overpowering in
power. When | visited the area, | think that we were payingheight. Until late 1994, A-doubles were not permitted to
some incredible amount for diesel—something like $1.30. tyaye| on roads from the north, past Lochiel, where a staging
also want to congratulate the people who are involved itation was located and where the second trailer was un-
building these dishes. | had the pleasure of having a numb@jooked and brought into the metropolitan area—usually
of conversations with workers from Cowell Electric who are hough Port Adelaide in those days—one at a time by prime
doing the work. | pay tribute to these fellows because theygyers. In other words, they came in only south of Lochiel
have to leave their homes for weeks atatime. They are aways semi-trailers. | find it strange that, until 1994, it was

from home for some five or six weeks ata time. There is veryonsidered unsafe for these giant vehicles to enter the
little accommodation. Certainly, there are no four star mme'%etropolitan area, but suddenly it is now not unsafe.
for them to stay in. The minister, a couple of years ago, gave permission for
They live in very basic conditions for weeks at a time.them to travel down south of Lochiel into the metropolitan
They work seven days a week for seven or eight weeks angtea. | am certain that traffic volumes have increased and not
just work their guts out getting this project built. However, decreased since 1994; so, for the life of me, | cannot see why
I do express some disappointment that not more Anangi is safer now than it was in 1994. The minister said that
people were involved in the project. That is an issue for most\-doubles would travel only on specific routes from Port
work that occurs in the lands. Contractors are called in an@akefield to Port Adelaide and Outer Harbor, and that the
very few local people are used in these building projects, angdrea would be policed. | said at the time that | did not believe
I hope that situation is something that can be addressed in thigat it would be policed. It certainly has not been and it
future. This is a great achievement for the lands. Of coursesertainly is not being policed today. | am reliably informed—
it is one area that is working well, but many other issues irand | have seen it for myself—that in the area of my elector-
the lands need to be addressed. | do congratulate the Anangté road trains constantly deviate off the main designated
people for having the foresight to request this project angdoads into the smaller roads and streets.
have it taken through the process. As far as trucks coming from the north are concerned,
Motion carried. there is an excellent marshalling yard—or staging station—
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near Two Wells that operates 24 hours a day. This facility is |1 am also worried about the enormous distance that these
used by many responsible operators, but too many vehiclegsad trains take to stop in an emergency. Further, by law
are coming into the metropolitan area as full road trains. Mossemitrailers and B-doubles have to be fitted with
roads and corners in the metropolitan area are just ndiBS braking systems—or antilock braking systems—but
designed to accommodate these giants and they are a disastteangely enough A-doubles do not. They purely have the
waiting to happen. In fact, | have signed statements by mangecond trailer on with a drawbar. Drivers tell me that, if they
road train drivers saying that they are petrified of bringinghave to brake suddenly or swerve, there is no way that these
these vehicles into the metropolitan area. second trailers will not breakaway and jackknife. It must

They are unsafe and they feel that it is only a matter ohappen without the ABS braking system. That is another
time before they have major disasters, but if they do not bringnatter to which attention must be paid.
them in they lose their job. | have those signed statements. | would also like to focus on the Mount Barker Road.
These giant rigs, when turning left around a corner, foAdmittedly, before the freeway had been completed, road
instance, in the metropolitan area must do so from the rightirains and semitrailers were tipping over almost daily. These
hand lane and vice versa. If turning right, they must do sélays itis a lot better. However, some accidents have occurred
from the left-hand lane, which causes enormous confusion fdhere, brought about mainly by misjudgment of drivers, driver
drivers of other vehicles who think that it is safe to pass datigue or whatever. We see the cases where they come down.
semi-trailer or a road train only to find themselves suddenlypome of them still experience problems and make use of the
cut off, hitting the side of the road or running off the road. speed traps, particularly the one past Devil's Elbow. A couple

Only this morning on the Port Road, on the way into Of trucks ha_ve gone past there, and itis a miracle that no-one
Parliament House, | was almost involved in an accident off@s Peen killed.
this type where a road train turning right from Port Road into_©One semitrailer went through the Glen Osmond/Portrush
South Road suddenly, in heavy traffic, deviated across to thg02ds corner and did not pull up until Conyngham Street,
left into the middle of Port Road before turning right, andWhich is about two kilometres down from Glen Osmond. It
there was very nearly a pretty significant pile-up. It is a majot/as €arly in the morning, about 7.30 or 7.45. He clipped
problem. Police regularly witness this illegal behaviour ands€veral cars at the intersection of Glen Osmond Road, and it
do nothing about it. | guess that they see the reality that theg%@S an absolute miracle that a lot of people were not killed.
drivers must do this, but it is still illegal and they are not ! itinvolved a school bus or something like that, there would
pinged. Ordinary motorists who did this would be fined veryh@ve been a terrible disaster. _
heavily. The reason for this is that some of the drivers do not heed

Because the roads are not designed for these giants, wh%’we instructions at Crafers to change to a low gear and use

they turn the rear wheels of the trailers quite often ride ove ngine brakes. Some of them use their primary brakes, and

L y the time they get to the bottom they have no brakes left.
the curb and infringe onto the footpath by up to two metresgihis is because the brakes are drum and not disk brakes. |

sometimes knocking down poles and signposts, as well as a . : :

hapless person or child who is not aware of the danger th |:Itrrl1%vseer bgﬁ\i/gl\ggy engineers have not designed disk brakes

§X|Cs“tsst ilnn rf?SCtr}]i?jO;noes t\:vrgg ;ﬁg(’j erenzvae;eggL%tii abyOEir;g In recent times, a friend of mine witnessed an accident on
Y ) 9 DY NISGrand Junction Road at Athol Park. A large semitrailer was

%ggadﬁhéhﬁotrrtﬁff;(ljlgﬁ;snsagnﬂ:foggrn:é ggvﬁléﬁtgl A&/i%nggtturning right from Hanson Road onto Grand Junction Road
y y when it just fell over onto the footpath, narrowly missing a

notice, but a road train pulled up alongside in the second Iangouple of young boys. A few seconds earlier and the young-

to turn left into Hanson Road and, in so doing, crushed hi"%ters would have been crushed. There are many more

against the pole, killing him. examples of narrow misses and people being injured quite

An inquest was conducted into the matter, but | have beegeyerely. In many cases, it is a miracle that more people have
told by semitrailer and road train drivers that the rear vision, ot been hurt or killed.

mirrors on these big vehicles are so high that they do not pick | have mentioned one of two accidents involving the

up anything from the road to two metres above the road; ifjount Barker Road. The other accident involved television
other words, the drivers cannot see fror_n the roa_d toabouts rsonality Jeff Winter, who was badly injured and miracu-
feet abovg the rpad. This hqpless_cycllst was killed becauq'aézgy did not die. These accidents seem to happen at peak
the driver just did not see him. This is not good enough.  herigds. Interstate and overseas, restrictions are placed on

Of course, the answer is simple: long-haul goods shoulghrge trucks on the roads. | do not see why the minister cannot
be carried by rail and not by semitrailers or road trains. Ofmpose restrictions here. | often use that road in the morning
course, this would add some cost to the transportation @ir at night during peak hours, when there is heavy traffic on
goods. However, the benefits would more than make up fathe road. These road trains and semitrailers are travelling on
this, namely, the provision of more jobs and by greatlythe roads, sometimes two or three abreast. They are a damned
increasing safety for all road users, as well as reducinguisance, and they should be banned from using that road and
substantially the cost of road maintenance. These larggny similar busy road, | would suggest, from 6.30 to 9 in the
semitrailers with their enormous loads must have an adversfiornings and from 4 to 7 o'clock at night. What they do
effect on roads. before or after is up to them. The minister should look

I am not critical of the drivers. The vast majority of seriously at banning them from these roads at peak times.
semitrailer and road train drivers are good drivers and are | was recently called to a public meeting of residents of
extremely responsible people. They are courteous, and ydJillicent Street, Athol Park, in my electorate. Millicent Street
only get the odd ratbag. This happens right across the boardins between Hanson Road and Glenroy Street, and they were
I am not levelling criticism at them. These vehicles are toccomplaining that a lot of trucks use this as a short cut and as
large and are not manoeuvrable enough to come into theemeans of avoiding traffic lights. | have seen photographic
metropolitan area, and they should not be here. evidence—and | have witnessed this myself—of these
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B-doubles and semitrailers coming through the narrow streets consumers. Efficiency makes operators more viable. This
regularly, at all hours, day and night. Especially of a nightrelates directly to employment where uncompetitive busines-
time and early hours, when they use their air brakes, theges simply cease to exist.
speed and they make enormous noise, cause much vibration Safety is a paramount issue, but legislation must be
and frighten the life out of people. objective and therefore applicable, sustainable, clear and
Two people have had rear vision mirrors smashed fronaccepted by all. The motion’s proposal to restrict or prohibit
their cars by these big semitrailers while they have had thethe use of road trains in ‘areas where they cannot operate
cars parked in front of their homes. As | said, the driverssafely’ is subjective. The statement is capable of any
cannot see the first six feet up from the road, so they haviaterpretation that anyone wants to put on it. Under this
gone past and smashed off the rear vision mirrors. Peoplaotion one could go so far as to say that the risk of road
who have young children are frightened because thedseains operating anywhere is so great that they should be
monsters tear up and down the roads all day and night, arithnned. Next, of course, the same argument could be used to
older people are scared also to venture out in case they getohibit any vehicles.
knocked over. Itis a real problem that | will take up withthe  The uncoupling of trailers and taking of freight in and out
minister as a separate issue, as well as with the local polidadividually, on the surface, may look safer, but it actually
and the local council to see whether something can be dorgoubles or even triples the number of times trucks must travel
to prevent these vehicles using this road. along the roads. Proportionally, this must increase the
It harks back again to what | said earlier: that the ministeipotential for accidents to occur and therefore is not as safe as
promised that on allowing these big vehicles to come to thé¢he road train. Trucks with single trailers have always
metropolitan area, and especially to Grand Junction Road toperated in the metropolitan area. The trucks have proved to
service the port, they would be policed and that they woulde safe, while drivers are required to observe a number of
not be allowed off the main roads. However, this is notsafety registers and documents regarding loads, travel times
happening. This is a typical example. There are other streets1d rest stops. These checks were made more stringent with
near Millicent Street where the same thing is happeninghe truck safe program.
where these massive trucks are coming through. They include This program prevents anyone without special accredita-
Athol and Lavinia Streets. These three streets run parallel ttion, or who has contravened the requirements, from driving
one another, and the drivers use them regularly to bring thosato Adelaide. The truck safe scheme was embraced by the
giants there. trucking community as a means of rewarding companies and
| say again that these vehicles are too big and dangeroudrivers with good records. These drivers skilfully negotiate
The roads and corners that we have are not designed to taf@indabouts, sharp corners and some less than considerate
them. | am asking for an urgent review by the minister andAdelaide drivers. In Port Lincoln we have of necessity
the government to make sure that these monsters are kept affowed large trucks and road trains which have up to three
the roads. They should not be allowed farther south than, sagections to travel through the main street in the central
Two Wells, and on the eastern run from Melbourne no furthebusiness district. This occurs with minimal interruption to

than Murray Bridge or Tailem Bend. traffic. The road trains use the busiest street to carry grain to
] ~ the terminal silo at the Port Lincoln wharf for export.
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): A and B-double road trains | believe that it is correct to say that, in general, people do

move a greater amount of goods at less cost than single rigset prefer this type of traffic, but see it as a necessary adjunct
When the approval for road trains to operate from the weso living in a rural city which depends on the profitability of
beyond Port Augusta was being debated, one road traigrain growing. The A-doubles and A B hybrids negotiate four
operator suggested a saving of up to 40 000 road kilometrefouble lane roundabouts and a pedestrian light. Road trains
amonth by allowing road trains access through Port Augustagctually reduce the number of truck movements on the roads,
That is also a considerable saving in wear and tear on roagscrease safety and efficiency, improve the competitiveness
and, therefore, a comparable reduction in maintenance costs.business and reduce cost to South Australians. | oppose the
I am surprised that many who say that they care for thenotion.
environment cannot see the benefits of reduced fuel consump-
tion, lower tyre mileage on roads and less air pollution than Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am happy to speak to the motion
the use of A and B-double road trains bring. These trucks ammoved by the member for Price. Members need to read the
shipping goods across the state and indeed Australia. Withoatotion very carefully, and the key words are ‘with a view to
them the time taken to ship freight from one side of the stateestricting where these vehicles cannot operate safely’. | for
to the other would be enormous. My constituents and |, livingone am fully in agreement with the view that, if a vehicle is
as we do on Eyre Peninsula, are acutely aware of the cost thversing a roadway and it is being done in an unsafe
freight. The decision to allow road trains to operate north ofnanner, then something has to be done. Therefore, | have no
Lochiel dropped the cost of freight by an estimated 14 peproblem with this motion because | would hate to have
cent per tonne, a significant saving considering it applies teehicles travelling on a regular basis which, quite clearly and
all goods brought to or leaving Eyre Peninsula by road.  without question, are travelling in an unsafe manner. | do not
Freight also applies to goods in metropolitan areas, evebelieve, despite what the member for Price had to say, that
though residents may not be as aware of the cost as rurtldis is the situation in most cases.
people are. Nevertheless, transhipping goods from A and | travel along Grand Junction Road from time to time
B-double road trains to single rigs is a large cost in itselfwhen | am commuting to and from my electorate, so | am
without adding the further cost of running two rigs instead ofvery familiar with the A and B-doubles using that road. It is
one. Why should we adversely restrict these vehicles fromot an entirely satisfactory situation—no question about it.
operating in the Adelaide metropolitan area, which relies orirrom that point of view, | do not have a problem with the
goods and services that these trucks deliver as much as mgvernment’s ensuring that all the safety features are
electorate does? Decreased freighting cost means lower pricesnsidered and adhered to. | will comment on the situation
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as it applies before those road trains reach the Adelaidgo their noise level is significantly less. However, they still
metropolitan area. make noise, as | guess all vehicles will.

| fully endorse what my colleague the member for Flinders | would like to finish on this point. It was interesting to
has just said; namely, it is an absolute necessity for these ro&ar the concerns raised by the member for Price, and |
trains to be operating. They are an important part of ouappreciate that many houses will be affected by road trains
economy. They are essential to the efficient transportation ajoing through the area which he has highlighted. Those
a variety of commodities, the main commodity in my areapeople are also affected by the noise and a lot of other noise
being grain. Certainly the use of A and B-doubles to transpottbecause there is far more traffic in that area. Whenever a
grain from Ardrossan to Port Giles affects my electorate veryerson lives adjacent to a major roadway there is conflict and
much, with a massive amount of grain being transporte@¢oncern. | recognise what the member for Price is endeavour-
literally on a daily basis throughout the year. ing to do. | do not think it would hurt for this motion to

| refer to a letter which appeared in this week’s Yorkeproceed so that the government can ensure that every
PeninsulaCountry Timesfrom one of my constituents, consideration is given to safety factors wherever these road
Mr Garry Cornish of Ardrossan. His postal address istrains move.
Ardrossan, but he lives at Pine Point, which is the only town
that is not bypassed by these road trains. | certainly have had MsCICCARELLO secured the adjournment of the
many discussions with Mr Cornish. | acknowledge thedebate.
concerns that he makes and | even chaired a meeting (I think
it was last year) in an attempt to consider this issue further. UNPAID WORK
The letter is entitled ‘Think seriously’ and states:

Sir MsHURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |

“Sale of the Ports Corporation is imminent’, states John Meier odNOVE:
the front page of the YRountry Times9.10.01. With the go ahead That this House—

of Port Giles deep sea port, large Panamax vessels will frequent this ) recognises the social and economic value of unpaid work and
port. This means that three-trailer road trains and B-doubles will be the importance of having adequate statistics on unpaid work

transporting grain around the clock to meet demands. in developing policy and implementing planning decision:
The State Government knows full well that the Main Coast Road and ping policy P gp 9 '

is not equipped to take such punishment and what is it intending to
do about this situation? It is a priority that all towns en route from downgrade the Australian Bureau of Statistics measurement
Ardrossan to Port Giles be bypassed. of unpaid work by increasing the period of survey from five
The meeting that | chaired at Pine Point last year (which to 12 years and urges the federal government to reverse this
Mr Cornish urged me to set up) was attended by members ~ decision.

from the Department of Transport, locals, members from thdlany people perform unpaid work in the household or
transport industry and other interested persons. It certainlyoluntary work in the community. This work is of great
was clear that a lot of traffic goes through Pine Point. benefit to individuals, families and society as a whole.

As with so many situations, it is a matter of seeking tolndeed, itis likely that our society would not function without
have certain restrictions, and you rely very much on the facthis unpaid work. Much unpaid work is done by women and
that the transport operators adhere to those restrictions, ti@s been in the past an invisible contribution to the nation’s
key one being that they reduce their speed to 60km/h througiconomy. The Hawke government introduced measurement
Pine Point. Another key requirement is that they do not usand assessment of activities outside the paid work force. This
their exhaust brakes through Pine Point. Both these factomas in the form of time use surveys performed by the
certainly upset Mr Cornish and other members of theAustralian Bureau of Statistics which were conducted every
community, many of whom simply stay in the caravan parlfive years.
at Pine Point. | fully appreciate and understand those As a result of these surveys we know that over half the
concerns. However, | also believe that transport ownwork performed in Australia each day is done by people
er/operators have done a lot to emphasise to their drivers thearing for their children and families or doing voluntary
they are expected to stick to the speed limit and not to useommunity work. Unpaid household work and voluntary
their exhaust brakes. work make a real contribution to the Australian community.

One transport operator said that, if one of his driversThis work is not diminished by the fact that there is no
deliberately flouts his instructions, he will be dismissedfinancial reward for that work. It is diminished if it is not
Whilst | recognise Mr Cornish’s desire for a bypass at Pingroperly valued and respected by the community.

Point, | also have to weigh up many other priorities in my | believe that the Australian community places a very high
electorate. A lot of money needs to be spent on roads. | sai¢ghportance on this work that is now being poorly represented
to Mr Cornish—and | make the point here—that | believe thaby its current leaders and policymakers. The Howard
the millions of dollars that would be required to bypass Pinggovernment has now announced that the frequency of time
Point at this stage are required for other roadworksuse surveys would be downgraded from once every five years
Mr Cornish disagrees with me. | wish there was a surplus ofo once every 12 years. The federal shadow minister for
funds so that further consideration could be given to thigamily and community services, Mr Wayne Swan, said:
issue, but | believe that the attempts made by Transport SA, the so-called decline in ‘family values’ that has been blamed for
the police and truck operators to overcome this problem ag host of social ills is a misdiagnosis of the fundamental problems
far as possible have gone a long way towards aIIeviatin?acing today’s families. It is the promotion of market values over
some of the worst abuses. amily values that is the root cause.

Another thing that was pointed out at the meeting—andrhis decision to downgrade these time use surveys sends a
they were running the trucks on that day—is that the modersignal that the Howard government places far more emphasis
rigs are vastly superior to the earlier ones. They have aion the market and the economy than it does on family and
suspension and they are much quieter than the early modetgmmunity values.

(b) notes with alarm the decision by the federal government to
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A very successful campaign has been run by the Womenia challenge. It has also been very useful for people to review
Action Alliance to include a question about unpaid work injust how they spend their time at a personal level and at a
the most recent census. This was not included this time, bwommunity level. | have seen many articles in popular
| understand that there is now an agreement to include it imagazines that are based on the time use survey. There are
the next census. | am also indebted to the Women'’s Actioarticles that ask men to estimate how much of the housework
Alliance for bringing this issue to my attention, particularly they do and how much women do, and that information is
Mrs Maureen McCarthy, the South Australian convener. compared against the time use surveys and people are able to

| represent an area that has a high proportion of youngeflect on them.
families, including many on a single and/or a low income. | That might seem fairly trite but it is very important in
know how much they struggle to make ends meet. A lot hasnany Australian households to help them work out the
been written in support of women’s right to work, and somedifficult task of balancing work and family, household tasks
practical supports have been putin place. I still believe therand what part of the task is done by whom in the community.
is not enough recognition and support for families where on&iven that we have developed an Australian Bureau of
parent, usually the mother, does not work or works only partStatistics survey that is being used in the popular world, it is
time so that she can devote her time to unpaid work for hemost peculiar for us to virtually abandon it, because taking
family and the community. something out to a 12-year time cycle is virtually abandoning

Members would all know that schools and many communit.
ity organisations would almost grind to a halt if parents As it happens, | was involved in the development of the
withdrew their volunteer labour. You would also know thatfirst time use surveys, and that is how | know something
there would be a massive strain on aged care servicegbout the diaries that are involved. At the time | was working
hospitals and community services if there were no volunteerg the then Department of Labour and | was on a number of
Dr Duncan Iremonger, who has done a great deal of work imational women’s employment committees. We found that
this area, says in tHeamily Mattersjournal: the time use survey was going to be really important in terms

We need regular national time accounts to show what i€f looking at both paid and unpaid work.
happening to our household work on a continuous basis; we need It was going to be very important for government to look
regular estimates of Gross Household Product to show the value @t a3 number of aspects of planning because it gave us

this, at present largely invisible, output; our employment and ; ) ;
occupational statistics need to record the extent of participation ?Iirnportant details about people’s travel patterns, for instance.

household work and the management of most important industried! told us about who has to take the children to school, get to
the household industries which provide the basic framework ofvork, go back, do the shopping, pick the children up from
nutrition, rest, recreation, nurture and care for our population.  school, or maybe do it the other way around. It gave us
If there is a survey of this type of work only over a 12-yeariﬂf0rmati0ﬂ about what times of day that happens. It told us
period, how do we as governments plan properly? How do wwhether they were catching buses or trains or driving cars to
know the value of this work? In our rapidly changing society,undertake this important work.
data that is over 12 years old is almost useless. Policy that Itis very important for the planning that relates to people’s
ignores the links between unpaid work and the widedaily lives, and the abandonment of this survey is telling the
economy risks being wrong and being an unfair burden on theommunity that we really do not care about their daily life,
family and the community. For example, early discharge fronthat we care only about big picture things, not about the
hospital policies may save the government money, but igetails that they face every day and whether we are develop-
could resultin afamily member having to give up paid Workiﬂg our planning on the basis of real lives—real lives lived
to care for the patient. If we have incomplete statistics abougy real people in Morphett Vale, Christie Downs, Salisbury,
what is going on in our society, how can policy makers makd\orth Adelaide, Torrensville or wherever. Those real lives
informed decisions? This decision to downgrade time usghange between those suburbs because they encounter
surveys reflects a lack of regard for unpaid work and shouldlifferent barriers and challenges each day in terms of whether
be reversed. | urge all members to support this motion.  the child-care services they need are available and in terms
of how difficult it is for a community to provide the voluntary
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): The deputy leader has services to keep the community functioning as a pleasant and
spoken very persuasively about the importance of the timsupportive place to be.
use surveys in terms of recognising unpaid work in our We know that a lot of work that used to be undertaken in
community. As she said, a very large proportion of thatthe household and in the family is now undertaken by paid
unpaid work is undertaken by women and, unless we havand voluntary work in the community. The time use survey
constant time use surveys, we do not know what proportiohelps us come to grips with how that is happening. It tells us
of it and we do not know how the contribution of unpaid that we need to support aged people in different ways. It gives
workers is changing within the community. It certainly is us an idea of the difficulties that some aged people have in
changing. Personal observation shows a greater increasegptting to the shop, because it is there in the time use survey.
the number of men involved in community activities tradi- It tells us that it has taken them two hours to get from
tionally undertaken by women, and one of those is Meals oMorphett Vale to Marion in order to get their hearing aid
Wheels. However, in terms of the family, we know that a lotrepaired. That detail does not come out exactly as that in the
more work is undertaken by women than by men, and wéime use survey, but the extrapolation that is undertaken from
know that from the time use surveys that have been undertakhat important work will tell us about the length of time that
en to date. elderly citizens have to undertake in their journeys to go
Time use surveys have been very popular surveys. Hbout their community life when they can no longer drive.
appears to be quite an onerous task to undertake a time use As | have said, although the deputy leader has spoken very
survey because the participants have to keep a diary ardoquently about the important aspect of voluntary work that
somehow have to remember what they have done just abocbmes out through the time use survey, and the household
every hour of the day for, | think, seven days. That is quitework particularly undertaken by women, the time use survey
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has other benefits as well. It helps employers look at the waiyn the country: 38 per cent—almost 420 000—South Aust-
that they should be arranging their working time. One of thealians volunteer over 80 million hours of their time every
aims of the survey when it was established was to provide gear. These volunteers contribute an incalculable economic
planning tool for employers as well as for government. Itbenefit through more than 5 000 organisations. | am very
gives employers a better idea of some of the obligations afisappointed that members opposite, whilst making very
the work force so that good employers, who are committeavorthwhile points about women at home in the role in the
to working with their workers to enable them to have full workplace, with which | fully agree, have not mentioned all
rounded lives as well as profitable lives within their com-these other people who volunteer.

panies, can look at working hours arrangements, shift Debate adjourned.

schedules, and the benefits packages that will help people to

live their lives in a more efficient and comfortable manner. [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

Itis no good for employees to have finishing times that make
it really difficult for them to undertake their household work,
to pick up the children from school, etc. This is just some of
the information that comes out from the time use surveys.

I am very pleased to support the deputy leader in this i
That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move

motion, because it really puts on the agenda_m th'.s Housl%rthwith a motion without notice regarding a censure of the member
some of the issues that people face every day in their homegg, cples and of confidence in the Auditor-General.

As | have said, the abandonment of this survey tells people, The SPEAKER: | have counted the House and, as there

‘We do not care about what you do every day, day in and da C
out; it is not relevant to us. We will make our decisions base an apsolute majority of the whole numb_er of the membgrs
of the House present, | accept the motion. Is the motion

on the way we think the world should be run. Bother Whatseconded'?
you have to say and what your life is; we do not care; we will Mr L EWI S Yes
go planning without having the benefit of the information ) )

about how you live your lives. TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Premier): In

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | support the motion, keeping with th_e_protocol put down in this House 20 years
go, the opposition wrote to the government at 12 o’clock

and | do so without having heard the ABS's explanation a%day and asked for suspension of standing orders to debate

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | move:

to why they have changed the system. | find some sympath specific motion. | sent back a letter to the Deputy Leader

with the points raised by my honourable colleagues opposit - AP
in regard to valuing the role of unpaid work by mothers in theOf the Opposition by 12.30 p.m. today indicating the support

family environment. | certainly would agree with them that og the ggyernmenltl n thﬁ_suspe_nsmn gf s;arl;dln%orders within

the old perception that women at home looking after familied""2! tradition to % ow this motion to be debated.

were not at work has been shown by all of us to be a very Motion carried.

flawed perception. Women at home at work are indeed COLES MEMBER EOR

providing a most valued contribution to our economic and '

social growth. | would agree with them in most of the points  \r FOLEY (Hart): | move:

they raised. At face value, this seems to be a reasonable That this House censures the member for Coles for misleading

notion. the House in her remarks about the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium and
However, | do express some surprise at the opposition’sssociated matters, and again expresses its full confidence in the

sudden interest in volunteerism. | express some surprise #wditor-General and the work of his office.

the sudden commitment that they seem to have for unpaitihe member for Coles on 4 October in this chamber brought

work. When one looks at the motion, one sees that it actuallgisgrace upon herself and disgrace upon her government; and

talks about recognising volunteerism and the contribution thajamage to the office of the Auditor-General and to the

volunteers make to the community. | am surprised, becauseputation and standing of the state’s independent financial

the Labor Party comes from a sort of cloistered network ofvatchdog, Mr Ken MacPherson. Today, this parliament must

relationships with the union movement that, from myrise above that disgrace and the indignity of the remarks of

observation, has said a lot against voluntary work. the member for Coles and send a clear message to this
In fact, at times they seem to take the stand that voluntargommunity, to the state of the South Australia, that we will

work might interfere with paid jobs by unionists. They say,not as a parliament tolerate such attacks; and that we must act

‘Let us tax the world and put everyone on the payroll.” Atto restore total confidence in the office of the Auditor-

times, one could almost be forgiven for getting the impresGeneral and in the Auditor-General himself, Mr Ken

sion from the Australian Labor Party that they want everyoneMacPherson.

to be remunerated. The other point | make— Of course, we should not be here today as an opposition
Members interjecting: moving this motion; we should not be here today having to
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Reynell is out rely upon the support of the four Independent members of

of her seat. this parliament. The government itself should have taken this

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Thank you for your protec- initiative on Tuesday, the first day of sitting this week.
tion, Mr Speaker. | have listened quietly while membersTragically, and unfortunately, the new Premier of this state
opposite have spoken. Our government has been extraordias demonstrated that he is not capable of providing strong,
narily vocal in supporting volunteerism and recognising thefirm leadership of this government. It has relied upon the
effort and contribution that they make. opposition and the Independents to put into this place a

Members interjecting: motion that should have been so obvious to the new Premier

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: You might like to know that that he should have been pulling his members into line only
South Australia has one of the highest levels of volunteerisrtwo days ago. Unfortunately, it has demonstrated that the new
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Premier simply does not have the strength of leadership of hiso specific and so critical of the role of a member of this
office to handle the tough issues of government. parliament.

Let us look briefly at the allegations brought against the The member for Coles stood in this place on 4 October
Auditor-General by an angry minister minutes before she wagnd knowingly lied to this House; knowingly told untruths;
about to lose her job three weeks ago. Let us not forget tha&nd knowingly misled this parliament, because she could not
this is the first time that these allegations were ever raised bgope with the fact that, after nearly two years of inquiries, she
the member for Coles—the first time. She had not raisetvas found to have had a conflict of interest. She was shown
them with the Auditor-General in the two years that theto have a misunderstanding of her role as a member of
soccer stadium fiasco was under investigation. It is appareparliament. She was shown to have been negligent in her
that she had not raised them with the taxpayer-fundeduty.
lawyers, either. Five months of inquiry, five months of  Much criticism was levelled at the member for Bragg, but
natural justice, 130 pages of submissions and not once did tilee member for Bragg had the good grace and the political
member for Coles raise these allegations with the Auditorsense to cop it. He may not have liked it but, to a large extent,
General. All this information she kept to herself until 4 he copped it. The member for Coles, however, rose and she
October. That, in itself, is telling us of the truthfulness of herhad decided that she would set upon one of the most outra-
allegations. geous attacks, vilification, of a high office holder of this state.

The member for Coles told this parliament that theShe did so knowingly and with absolute intent. She prepared
Auditor-General telephoned her in late 1997 to discuss issuéBat speech. She wrote it overnight. She consulted, drafted it,
in his annual report. Let us remember her words. The membégdrafted it, thought about it, slept on it and came in here and
for Coles said: repeated lie after lie after lie, and we find yesterday—

We discussed my appointment as Minister for Employment and The SPEAKER: Order! That s totally unparliamentary,

Youth and how that would be a different role and workload from tha@nd | suggest that, whilst this may be the type of debate it is
of a parliamentary secretary. | asked him if | should resign adoday for a matter of urgency and a censure, that is unparlia-

ambassador for soccer. He said, ‘No, that would not be necessaryentary language and | would ask the member to desist.
The Auditor-General misled me. Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, massive misrepresentations
The big problem for the member for Coles was that she wasccurred in this parliament on 4 October. We know the
not made a minister until three months after this allegeanember for Coles did all she could to stop this report from
telephone call took place. That is untruth number one. Ibeing tabled. We are yet to have a satisfactory answer to the
other words, the member for Coles simply made that up tincident at the Feathers Hotel when her car was allegedly
give her the basis of her false allegation. broken into and documents were allegedly stolen relating to
Let us continue to look at the facts because they clearlyhe Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium inquiry. We have never had
speak for themselves. The member for Coles accused tlglequate answers to the events surrounding that incident. We
Auditor-General of his ignorance and wilful disregard for thesaw in this parliament that the member for Coles attempted
relevant standing orders of parliaments of Australia and th&éo gag the Auditor-General—taxpayer-funded legal advice
parliament of Westminster. The honourable member went onsed by the member for Coles to delay and frustrate this
to quote standing order 321 relating to pecuniary interests. Ireport. And just at a time when the Auditor-General was
that regard, | am afraid that the member for Coles is way outeady to produce this report, what did the member for Coles
of Ken MacPherson’s league. In his report to the parliamendo in another disgraceful abuse of taxpayers’ money? She
yesterday, the Auditor-General correctly stated: threatened to sue the Auditor-General over his report. We all
Regrettably, this claim by Mrs Hall demonstrates her continuing ©Member the most extraordinary scene of the Auditor-
misunderstanding of her duties as a member of parliament. It is thiseneral’s rushing into this parliament a specific request that

very kind of misunderstanding which causes Mrs Hall's blindnessve indemnify him from taxpayer-funded legal attacks by the
to the problems associated with her role as ambassador for soccerifember for Coles.

the context of the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium redevelopment project. Time and again she did all she could to stop that report

The member for Coles went on to make extraordinarycoming, because she knew it would end her career. In one of
allegations. She talked about a political vendetta; she talketthe greatest pieces of self-indulgence, with no regard for her
about incompetent nonsense; and she talked about, at worstlleagues, this parliament or the Liberal Party of South
being guilty of both. But not one skerrick of evidence couldAustralia, the member for Coles put her own interests first.
she produce to this parliament of political bias by theEvery single member opposite knows that. Every single
Auditor-General—not one skerrick of evidence. | lay downmember knows that the member for Coles was prepared to
this challenge today to the member for Coles: stand in thiput her future ahead of each and every one of them. Here we
House today, contribute to this debate and produce thare three days into parliament with a new Premier trying to
evidence on which you relied to make those allegations. | bahake a fist of it, and what do we find? The member for Coles
that the member for Coles will not rise today. She will notself-indulgence is harming and hurting him, and is massively
speak; she cannot answer; and she cannot respond in aaifecting his government and his standing as a new Premier.
meaningful way. Thank you, member for Coles, | am sure that every single
One allegation made by the member for Coles needs to member of the parliamentary Liberal Party is indebted to the
addressed. The honourable member said that the Auditofact that you will always put yourself before your party.
General somehow had a secret informant. Let us hear the If Rob Kerin the new Premier of this state had any
facts. Let us know about whom she was talking and let us sestrength of leadership, he would today direct the party office,
today the basis on which she made that allegation. Ththe administration of the state Liberal Party, to disendorse the
Auditor-General, in an extraordinary report to this Housemember for Coles and kick her out of the Liberal Party. If he
yesterday, said that her claims about him are false and thatas a strong leader, there would be no room in his party for
they were made maliciously. Never has this parliament hathe likes of the member for Coles who was so prepared to tear
before it a report from an Auditor-General that is so damningdown the fabric of our administration in this state, to attack



2536 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 25 October 2001

the office of the Auditor-General and to use taxpayerswould be affected. While no legal action can be taken against
money to save her own bacon. If the new Premier had ang member for anything said in the course of parliamentary
strength of leadership, he would dismiss today the membearoceedings, this does not mean that members in the House
for Coles from the Liberal Party. are free to say what they like and when they like. The houses
In conclusion, never before in politics in this state have wehave the right to regulate their own proceedings. The House
seen a member kick such a political own goal as what we sagan restrict the content of speech in debate and other proceed-
from the member for Coles. It is a sad day, and the oppositioings through standing orders. But in the regulation of its
and the Independents are here today, dragging this goverproceedings a house has to use its powers with caution and
ment, screaming, to support a censure, because the realitysiensitivity, because, ultimately, if a house uses its numbers
that the Premier said in this House yesterday that he stood g deny a member the right of free speech, it has some
the member for Coles. Let us see whether the new Premig@otential to move to ‘a dictatorship of the elected majority’.
still stands by the member for Coles in 50 minutes’ timeThere is a delicate balance which, in a house where numbers
when we vote on this, or do we have a Premier who vacildetermine the political outcome of an issue, may be difficult
lates, who is weak and changes his position within 24 hourst® find or achieve.
This is a test of the leadership of Rob Kerin and of the Today's motion before us really has two sections. |
strength of this government today. It is put on the line.personally cannot make judgment to support the first part of
Member for Coles, you have brought this parliament intathe motion. It is unfortunate that the second part of the
disrepute, and you have brought the office of the Auditorimotion expressing confidence in the Auditor-General and the
General into question. You are a disgrace to your professiomyork of his office is connected to the first part, and | feel it
and you are a disgrace to this parliament, and, tragicallyshould not be confused. If a motion has two components, then
member, you are a disgrace to your own party. | cannot support that motion unless | support both compo-
nents. | stress to those opposite that any opposition to this
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Premier): Itis fundamentalto motion is not associated with the second part of the motion.
the function of this House that members have the right tarhis House has already passed a vote of confidence in the
express opinions, and we should defend that right, a rightuditor-General, and that was passed without opposition.
which the member for Hart seems to want to remove from My concerns lay purely with the fact that the first
this House. The member for Coles and the Auditor-Generalomponent of the motion asks members to be judge and jury,
have exercised their rights of parliamentary privilege anchnd make a subjective judgment on various recollections of
reply. Those two statements can be seen individually by abbvents over a number of years—and that is quite an ask of
MPs in this House, and they can make their own judgmentsnembers. | just plead with the House to allow this to be the
if they are willing, on what they have seen. However, muchfinal chapter in this issue. The minister has resigned: she has
of the difference is subjective, and members must be Careflpiaid an enormous price. Please, let us get on with the issues
of playing judge and jury. that matter most to the state. Let us work together to do such
Both people involved have had their say. A minister haghings as to get Ansett flying again, to get those jobs and
lost her Executive position, and the matter should be left agther jobs in South Australia back, and to get on with
that. The standards of this government in these matters is fauilding a prosperous South Australia, which is something
higher than those opposite—and that seems to have be@ have done very well over the last five, six, seven, eight
forgotten in the last couple of days. We do not have to ggrears, and on which we need to continue to focus. Let us get
back very far at all to recall the case of the Bannon governback to playing the ball instead of the man.
ment Minister Barbara Wiese. She was found to have a
conflict of interest as minister, yet Barbara Wiese kept her TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
place in cabinet. Minister Hall (as she was) resigned—a starkhere have been so many scandals, so many independent
difference between standards on this side and the standard imgjuiries, so many reports and so many resignations that the
that side. Barbara Wiese was also censured by the parliamegmtlitical fall-out from the events of the last month should give
but still kept her cabinet post. Clearly, our standards ar@one of us any comfort. The problem for this parliament is
higher than those opposite. that the scandals that led to the resignation of Dale Baker,
South Australians want us to get on with the job. We areGraham Ingerson, Joan Hall, Graham Ingerson again and
focussing on jobs, the economy and a future for families, andohn Olsen are undermining public confidence in the state’s
that is what we have been doing. The broader issue afistitutions as well as in its office holders.
parliamentary privilege, to some extent, has been questioned Good, decent Liberals have said that this would not have
over the last couple of days. The right to freedom of speechappened under Tom Playford and David Tonkin—and they
in relation to parliamentary debates is recognised as are right. Decent, good citizens are wondering why the new
fundamental protection in the public interest. It is crucial toPremier is not joining them saying, ‘Enough is enough.’ They
the effective functioning of a parliamentin a democracy thatvant the Premier to castigate colleagues who are found to
its members should have absolute freedom of speech am@ve been dishonest, to have acted improperly or to have had
should not be subject to any undue influences when votin@ conflict of interest. Instead, they see the new Premier
The right allows members to speak freely in the Housalefending the indefensible. It seems that, whenever an
without fear of being sued or prosecuted in the courts foindependent inquiry finds that the minister has done the
what they say. The right prevails over the rights of anwrong thing and acted dishonestly or improperly, all that
individual to protect his or her reputation. For example, éhappens is that the eminent person conducting the inquiry is
member cannot be sued in defamation for statements madiéamed, intimidated and besmirched, even if that eminent
in parliament. person has been hand-picked by the government.
Without this freedom, parliamentary scrutiny of the  On none of these occasions have we heard those found to
Executive arm of government would be hampered and thbave acted improperly come out and say sorry; they simply
ability of members to defend the interests of constituentsay that they would do it again. On none of these occasions
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have we heard the Premier come out and say that whatf the Bond Corporation. With that experience, Ken Mac-
happened was intolerable or that he would not tolerate thiBherson came back to South Australia to take up the position
kind of behaviour again. That is because what has gone June 1990 as our state’s Auditor-General.
wrong with the government is not isolated cases but part of There is no question that Ken MacPherson understands
a system that is polluted from the top down. Those involvectorporate law, understands issues of financial management
can see nothing wrong with their actions. Their anger is nevesind mismanagement, understands conflict of interest,
directed at their dishonesty; it is always directed at those whanderstands honesty and integrity and understands his
caught them out. responsibilities to the people of South Australia as the
The Auditor-General has been attacked. He was inviteéthdependent buffer against corruption. That is why it is vitally
to reply and then stopped from speaking. There have beémportant that this chamber, and every member in this
extraordinary attempts to stop the Auditor-General fromchamber, backs the Auditor-General today.
speaking to a committee, from being given the ability to  There have been attempts to gag him, attempts to under-
speak out and be questioned about his report. Why? If thenine him, attempts to attack his reputation and integrity. We
people concerned have nothing to hide why would they wargaw the same thing happen in Victoria under Jeff Kennett—
to gag the Auditor-General of this state? Of course, on dayotal assaults on the Auditor-General in that state for doing
one, we saw the new Premier’s efforts to gag the Auditorhis job in uncovering graft and corruption. Eventually the
General. However, he did not need to speak, his report spolgople of Victoria stood up and backed the Auditor-General
for him. | think that is the point. and tossed out the Kennett government. It is vitally important
Yesterday, when he came to parliament, albeit he wathat today the Premier show leadership. He cannot have it
gagged from speaking, the Auditor-General was stopped doth ways. Part of his job as Premier is to set the standard and
the front steps of parliament and asked whether he was angtyack the Auditor-General.
He said that he was not angry, that he was simply doing his
job. This government does not like the Auditor-General doing Mr LEWIS (Hammond): It seems to me that too many
his job, because he speaks out without fear or favour. So, theembers of the Liberal Party in this place do not know what
Auditor-General has been gagged; it will be interesting to separliament is supposed to be about. | guess the word comes
whether the former Minister for Tourism will be gagged to us from a few centuries ago and has its origins in the word
today. ‘parlance’. It was taken to mean the resolution of differences
I think it is important that this House formally recognisesthrough argument. That is relevant in the context of this
the outstanding service provided to the taxpayers of this statéebate because what it has come to mean to many members
by the Auditor-General and that the parliament reaffirms itof the Liberal Party is that, if you can win the argument and
confidence in him and his office. We have passed a motiothe vote that follows it, you are right. Nothing could be
of confidence in him before—the Premier is right—but thatfurther from the truth and in that statement there is no regard
was before he was attacked and before the Premier backed kibatever for the public interest. Yet that is what parliament
minister. is supposed to be about—doing things that are in the public
Ken MacPherson is a man of the highest integrity. He ignterest. What the member for Coles has done most certainly
a person in this state who stands above politics and indepenig-not.
ently ensures that the finances of the taxpayers of this state Let me say, too, that during much of its term the Labor
are not used improperly, not abused, and not illegallyParty was no different. It had the numbers and that meant it
squandered. It is absolutely essential that the Auditoreould simply fend off any such inquiries and prevent its sins
General's reputation, reliability and authority are abovefrom being exposed. | always tried to argue no less vehement-
reproach and beyond question. Every report and determindy, no less concerned, that what was happening during those
tion ever made by this Auditor-General has done nothing tgears was detrimental, indeed destructive, of public trust in
convince me that he is anything other than of the highedhis institution to which all of us have been elected with the
integrity and that the standard of his service is of the highegielegated authority of the people who put us here, although
order. that is another matter. We cannot debate that today because
The state has been extremely fortunate to have a man dfis not the substance of this motion and to return precisely
the qualifications, reputation and experience of this Auditorto the substance of this motion is what | must now do.
General. In the past, other states (including New South To ensure that nobody misunderstands me or what has
Wales) have attempted to poach him from us, but it has begmappened in this or any other instance of its type in recent
our good fortune that Ken MacPherson has chosen not times, | say that nobody has tipped a bucket on the Liberal
leave. Party or any of its members: they jumped in it themselves.
Let me remind the Premier and his ministry about KenNobody compelled any member to do as they did knowing
MacPherson. The Auditor-General has a law degree from thihat what they were doing was wrong. They did it, and in
University of Queensland and is a corporate lawyer oparticular the member for Coles in this instance did it and
national reputation. Between 1974 and 1981, he was thien sought to cover it up. If that was not the case, why was
Corporate Affairs Commissioner of Queensland. He came ti that the information about the decisions that were made
South Australia in 1981 to become the South Australiamelevant to the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium was not made
Corporate Affairs Commissioner, a position which he heldavailable—as it should have been—to the appropriate
until 1987. At that point, Ken MacPherson was unanimouslyinquiries that were conducted into the proposals as they came
approved by each and every government in Australia to b none other than the Public Works Committee, or any other
appointed as one of three statutory members to the theiprum of the parliament, including the House itself?
National Companies and Securities Commission. As one of | well remember the occasion upon which the Public
those statutory members, he was one of two members wh&lorks Committee tried to draw attention, in all fairness, to
presided over the hearings of major corporate collapses, thke grave problems associated with that project by giving an
most notable being the affairs of Alan Bond and the collapsénterim report to this House warning of the problems that lay
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ahead. The Liberal government immediately forced the issuether. If you cannot have one, then you are advocating the
and demanded that the committee shut up and give it a finalther. If the Liberals are advocating support for the member
report, and to hell with the consequences. for Coles, it makes a nonsense for the Government to say that

Well, today we have the consequences. Why was it thahey support the last part of the statement. If those of you who
the then Premier could not do something to stop what hare members of the Liberal Party in this place support the
knew must be going wrong? That is another matter abounember for Coles, then amend the motion and state that you
which there has been some debate in recent times—and thete and state that you also then do not accept the Auditor-
will probably be more before we get much older. That is whatGeneral’s proposition. The proposition is that, indeed, as he
has cost the Liberal government every shred of credibility isaid in his last sentence in his report to us:
had as a party in the public’s eyes outside this place. Thatis Mrs Hall does not provide any details regarding this matter to
sad, because it means that public trust in political parties isnable her claim [that she did not do anything wrong] to be tested.
about zero. They lie, and you do not know when they arerhe only conclusion open is that her claim is false and that
telling the truth; so, if you have any brains, you assume that was made maliciously. Do members of the government
they always lie unless you can find incontrovertible evidencgypport the Auditor-General? Do they understand the truth
to the contrary. Their advocates in this place were not electeg that, or do they deny that it is true? Have they any guts?
here to do the bidding of political parties. They were notyaye they got any integrity? Where are their abilities to argue
elected to this place by political parties: they were elected byygically? Forget about your principles if you must: | think
people, and their duty is to represent people and not the goajgy did that a long time ago. At least stick with logic. There
of organisations. ) are other parts of the report that ought to be put into the

Mr McEwen: That's a novel idea. record. The Auditor-General states:

Mr LEW'.S: Well, maybe. | agree with the ”?emt_’er for In this inquiry, in my opinion, and after seeking the views of
Gordon that it may be novel to some members in this placesenior counsel, there has been no trespass into matters that are not
| trust that in the next parliament there will be fewer suchrelevant to the statutory mandate for the inquiry. Clearly, the
members and a greater number who do understand that th%scharge of that mandate might have the potential for political

s cpnsequences in certain circumstances. However, the fact that there
are here to represent people and not the goals of organis, e potential political consequences cannot prevent the discharge of

tions, institutions and corporations. The way in which politicsihe |egislatively required obligations of an Auditor-General.

has evolved leaves us as a society with, if you like, e does not say ‘my obligations’ but ‘the obligations of my

mendicant role through the organisations we need to ensure:. - . o

that government car? be prO\Q/Jided sensibly—a mendica cﬁflcg as parliament defined those obligations’. The report

necessity to beg funds to finance the campaign for those ';Epntmues_. ) ) .

us who have a collectively similar point of view to be elected.nmy(]’gI failure to discharge the audit responsibility would be

to this place. That is sad, because then we owe somebo I'Y '

Well, | do not and never have. or those members who do not undgrstand what that word
[ will not go into the kinds of stuff that has been circulated M&ans, it means harmful and hostile. So the failure to

around the chamber over the last couple of days. EveryorféiScharge the audit responsibility would be harmful and

in this place and everyone outside now knows who thd10stile to the statutory responsibility of an incumbent

principal donors to the Liberal Party have been over the laghuditor-General. It would corrode, then, public trust in his

several years. What that has to do with this is fairly signifi-Office; that is what he is telling us. It continues:

cant in that it means that some members of the Liberal Party Mrs Hall provides no details of her allegations in this regard.

it iaati ; hould Mrs Hall have believed there is any substance in her
who seek power within that organisation seek to get it b llegations it would be expected that she would have provided full

being considered competent in pursuing the goals of t_hgetails to enable her claims to be properly investigated. She has
organisation of the principal donors to the Liberals. That iqailed to do so. Suffice it to say, if there had been any substance in
part of getting the power. Mrs Hall's allegations on either count she would have had grounds
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair is now having some to have a court make appropriate orders quashing my report.
difficulty in tying up the honourable member’s remarks with Those grounds are still open to her. The motions passed by
the motion before the chair. this House do not deny Mrs Hall the opportunity to do that.
Mr LEWIS: Then let me make the connection quite clear.ltis sad, if she believes she can do it and has the evidence to
Had it not been for the temptation of ensuring that thedo it, that she withheld that evidence from the Auditor-
member for Coles could achieve what she set out to achiev@eneral, because none of this would have happened. Itis sad,
within the Liberal Party, she might not have been tempted téf she has the evidence, that she withheld it from the Public
do what she did. | will leave it at that. Works Committee at the outset of the problem. And it is sad
I must go on with another matter relevant to this motion,that at any point along the way, including the ill-advised and
and in rebuttal of what the Premier has just said, namely, thatresponsible remarks that she made in this chamber,
he wishes to place on record that the government—thattacking me after | innocently drew attention to the fact that
Liberal Party in this place—does not accept the first part of thought things had gone far enough, she did not reveal any
the motion, namely, that the House censures the member fof that information which would enable any one of us
Coles for misleading the House in her remarks about théogically to come to any other conclusion.
Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium and associated matters. It does So, why would any one of us expect that this motion is
not support that. unworthy of our support? There is no reason at all why we
Well, if the government has any guts it will get up and cannot and must not support it, because each of us is here as
move an amendment to delete it from the motion. It cannoén individual and it is our responsibility, honourable mem-
have it both ways. What it means, if it wants it both ways, isbers, to protect the trust the public have in this institution.
simply that, if the member for Coles is not to be censured foForget about your ruddy parties and remember that it is the
misleading the House, the Auditor-General must be, becausestitution that is at stake and on trial if you do not support
what they say is absolutely mutually exclusive each to théhe totality of this motion, and your belief that this institution
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is in any way relevant to the public interest. Mr MacPherson The matters Mrs Hall has raised have brought into question the
also said: integrity of the statutory office of the Auditor-General and my
E;Iarsonal reputation and integrity.

Mrs Hall said in her statement that the comment in my report tha . .
she did not recognise the potential for conflict is fatuous. More the pity that that is the case, that we have been forced
| have this to say about this statement. into this situation and that the Auditor-General has been
The ministerial statement made by her on 4 October 200forced to provide a supplementary report because of the lack
demonstrates that she still does not understand or recognise tbé discipline of the member for Coles.
relevant conflict of interest associated with her conduct relating to | would like to highlight a couple of passages in the report,
the Hindmarsh Stadium redevelopment. the first of which involves the issue raised by the member for
And she does not. | suspect that many other members in th@oles with regard to her role as ambassador for soccer and
place do not understand that, and | suspect and thereforghether it was a conflict of interest. The Auditor-General
suggest to any such members that they seek the advice of thays this:
Auditor-General to have that spelled out to them now, before  |n returning her corrected transcript and presenting further
they get any older, or otherwise go and read Erskine May anahaterial, Mrs Hall made no claim that her position as ambassador
some of the other journals which explain such matters. Théor soccer had been discussed and/or endorsed by me as not giving
easier course of action would be to seek the Auditor!iS€ 10 @ problem ofa conflict of interest.
General's advice. Further, he states:
Under a heading ‘Claim that | Ignorantly or Wilfully Over a five month period Mrs Hall's legal advisers made

Disregarded Relevant Standing Orders’ (made by Mrs Ha”)submissions of 130 pages of detailed legal and factual analysis of the
the Auditor-General states: text of my report. In addition, they made further representations by

way of correspondence. However, this fundamental issue was not
Regrettably, this claim by Mrs Hall demonstrates her continuingmentioned, and this in itself is telling.
misunderstanding of her duties as a member of parliament. Itis thig during five months, during legal representation on behalf

very kind of misunderstanding which caused Mrs Hall’s blindness : - -
o the problems associated with her role as ambassador for soccerdh '€ member for Coles and during evidence given by the

the context of the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium redevelopment projedilember for Coles over a five month period, this was never

To mv mind. what the Auditor-General has done is a ver raised on behalf of or by the member for Coles. Is it not
y ' ; ” . Xastounding that, after the findings come out, all of a sudden
unpleasant but necessary duty for him to have to do; and it

e member for Coles raises this issue? The Auditor-General
equally—maybe for any and all of us—a necessary, albei

: -~ goes on to say:
unpleasant, duty to now, today, to censure her for misleadin : i
us—not just the other day, not just a month ago, not just a hIeerng)r/)t:Tail(telcalIy deny that any such evidence was ever proffered
year ago but consistently throughout the entire process related '

to this issue, to this matter, to this project and to her role it 1€ @S0 goes on to say:
it. On the factual evidence, the inference is irrefutable that this claim

. y Mrs Hall is a recent invention by her. | believe that she is not
I am amazed that members of the Liberal Party have y‘agpeaking from her own recollection of events but is reconstructing
to understand that no-one—least of all me as a person whostory.

was involved in the redrafting of the constitution oVer Neyer pefore has the Auditor-General, whether it be in South
25 years ago (1972-73)—wishes the organisation ill-will, if oystralia or Australia-wide, had to use colourful language of

only it will live by its constitution. If only the members of the 4 nature. He further goes on to say, in respect of whether
Liberal Party in this place will remember the sworn statemenj ;s Hall’s claims about misleading were true:

they make and sign every time they seek re-endorsement by Mrs Hall claims that | misled her. She does not provide any
that party to be re-elected to this place. If On_ly the_y W'”_ qodetails of how she was misled and how she relied on what she alleges
that, | am sure that the prospects of recovery in their political said, or what she would have done if | had not said what | am
fortunes will be much greater than they are at the preserleged to have said.

time. To that extent, however unfortunate they may think it.This is extremely colourful language. However, it gets even
they have no choice but to honestly and honourably accegtronger, because further into the document the Auditor-
the validity of every word in this proposition, and not wimp General says:

out by saying, ‘Oh, we only want half,’ because you cannot  gp¢ siijl does not understand or recognise the relevant conflict
have one half without the other: they are mutually exclusiveyf interest.

and contradictory. If the member for Coles did not misleadAfter all this, the Auditor-General has to report in a supple-

this parliament, then the Auditor-General did. It is My oniary document that still the former disgraced minister
proposition and that of the member for Hart that the Auditor-

G h duced th id hich that does not understand or recognise the relevant conflict of
eneral has produced the evidence which ensures thal W est The Premier should be providing some training for

rr;]us_t a(gcetrzt his pr?rf)_ositiotn, Whicn me?ns that we have nfye member for Coles so that she does understand what the
choice butto pass this motion in alf parts. Auditor-General is talking about. Further, the Auditor-

. General goes on to say, in regard to a claim about concealin
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): This is a sorry day for democracy, areal co%flict of intereyst: 9 9

for the parliament and for the taxpayers of South Australia. .

As has already been said, we should not be debating a motion " SuPstance, Mrs Hall has alleged that | have conspired—
of this nature: it should never have had to be brought befortat the Auditor-General has conspired—

the parliament. Of course, it had to be because of the actiongth a person or persons unnamed in deliberate breach of my public
and words of the member for Coles. In the Auditor-General'$luty-

supplementary report, there are numerous examples—veWhat an accusation to make about the Auditor-General, the
strong and strident language—that the Auditor-General hasdependent financial watchdog of South Australia. No
had to use to defend himself, and more the pity for it. At theevidence whatsoever was ever presented during this five
commencement of his report, he states: month procedure that gave her the right to raise these issues,
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but suddenly, out of the blue, accusations with no supportingrisunderstands both his responsibility and the responsibility
evidence are being put forward. The Auditor-General goes oaf this House. The Premier said today that it was the right of
to say: the member for Coles to express opinions. He is only partly
Mrs Hall does not provide any details regarding this matter tocOrrect: it is the right of every member of this House to
enable her claim to be tested. The only conclusion open is that h@xpress opinions which are honestly held. We have very
claim is false and that it was made maliciously. severe doubts about that.
Never has so much been said about a member of parliament He speaks about the absolute privilege of this House, that
in so few words. What has brought this about are the findings has existed for centuries. He is correct about that, but he
of the Auditor-General into the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadiumfails to mention the corollary (the other side of that) which
It is no secret: everyone has known for some time that thisas also existed for centuries, and that is the obligation to tell
government acted dishonestly with regard to the Hindmarsthe truth in this House. Along with that absolute privilege is
Soccer Stadium. Everyone has known about a range dhe obligation to tell the truth. The Premier speaks of the
conflicts of interest. Everyone has known about the impropriabsolute privilege of this House and again leaves out the
ety of this government doing business, and all the Auditorcorollary: that is, the responsibility and duty of this House to
General—the independent financial watchdog—did wasorrect any abuse of that privilege. He points out that that
simply confirm all of what we knew. What he has done is toabsolute privilege protects Ms Hall from any court in the
crystallise the obvious. land.
How does the member for Coles react? The member for The SPEAKER: Order! The member has a title.
Coles puts forward no evidence and shows no discipline, but Mr CONLON: I will correct that. He points out that that
what she highlights is that sometimes in politics you need t@bsolute privilege protects the member for Coles from any
know when to keep your mouth shut. Just as there is a neaurt in this land. That is why it is so important that that
in politics to talk, at times there is a need to show a littleprivilege not be abused. The Auditor-General argues his case,
discipline, and the member for Coles showed no disciplineand his case is overwhelming: had she not had that protection,
And, if she could not show it, that discipline should havehe would certainly be suing her for defamation. However, she
been imposed on her by the former Premier. However, thdoes have that protection. That is why the Premier is
former Premier failed to do so. He did not have the guts ofundamentally mistaken. He fundamentally misunderstands
the character to do it. But, more to the point, the currentvhen he says that we cannot act as judge in this place.
Premier refuses to show any leadership as well when some The member for Coles is protected from every court in the
discipline is required in this place—and we saw it againland except this one. That is why we not only can be judge
today. | will return to that in a moment. but have a responsibility to be judge, because no-one else can
This is a charade of the greatest magnitude. There has jadge her. We have that responsibility, and it is a responsibili-
be a time when you cut your losses, a time when you cop #y which, today, the Premier has shirked. The price of
on the chin and a time when you cop it sweet. That timeshirking that responsibility is to leave hanging over the head
arrived for the member for Coles, the member for Bragg an@f the Auditor-General in this state the most serious allega-
the government when the Auditor-General delivered higions that | would say have ever been raised anywhere in
fulsome report on the way in which this government con-Australia against a person holding that office.
ducted its shoddy business with regard to the Hindmarsh It is our responsibility and our duty to judge the truth of
Soccer Stadium. The member for Bragg copped it on th#éhe member for Coles’ remarks, because, uncorrected, the
chin—mind you he has had plenty of experience and he kne@buse of privilege in this place will bring into disrepute not
how to behave himself. However, the member for Coles hagnly the member for Coles but, at a time when people have
refused to do so. lost faith in these institutions to a great degree, it will
The Premier should show some leadership when it come#ghfortunately also lower the repute of the honest members on
to this matter. The Premier should have walked in here todatpe other side—and | know there are some—and the honest
and shown some leadership. He should have done the sarfembers on this side—and | know we all are.
two days ago, but he failed to do so. Today was his oppor- The simple truth is this: on 4 October the member for
tunity for the first time since being made Premier to showColes walked into this place fully aware of her absolute
some leadership, but he failed again because he came in hgtédvilege. What she completely forgot was her duty not to
today, played with words relating to the first and second par@buse that privilege. The only defence that | can offer for her
of the motion. Well, it earns him no respect whatsoever. lis that she has participated in a government whose culture is
does his leadership, his premiership, no good whatsoevdf remember only the benefit of the privilege and not its
But, worse than that, it earns this government no respect aligations. We have seen evidence of that in this House
well. during the past few days. We must make a judgment. The
What it highlights is the fact that this government hasPremier cannot shirk this responsibility, because he is
learnt nothing. What we should see today after this motiotiesponsible for members on the other side and he has a duty
is carried is the member for Coles apologising to the Auditorto make sure that those members do not abuse their privilege
General. | want to see the Premier be a man, show son@nd do tell the truth.
leadership and apologise to the Auditor-General. This is his His duty goes beyond that on this occasion. He has a duty
chance to do a Peter Beattie and disendorse the member férmake a judgment, to face up to his responsibility to make
Coles, because (and | say this more in sorrow than in ange@)judgment. Did the member for Coles mislead this House or
the member for Coles has neither the capability nor thds the Auditor-General the incompetent conspirator she said
responsibility to be in this institution. he is? Is he the dishonest man she said he is when he misled
her, or was it the member for Coles who misled this House?
Mr CONLON (Elder): In the last two days we have seen That is the responsibility of the new Premier, that is the
that the new Premier of this state fundamentally misunderesponsibility of this chamber, and it cannot be shirked. It
stands the seriousness of this issue. He fundamentalgannot be hidden behind saying, ‘I agree with one part but not
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with the other part.’ The fundamental responsibility of thisfinancial, marriage and health stresses avoided. Banks are
Premier is to decide whether he wants to continue to suppoftreclosing on people, and one-income families, especially,
a disgraced former minister or whether he wants to clear thare finding it very hard to play the waiting game that they are

good name of the Auditor-General. being asked to do.
Motion carried. Someone must have known what was coming, and
someone must have been able to draw together all the pieces
McKAY, Mr R. of the destroyed Ansett heritage much faster and without

. leaving out Adelaide. | am told that the Adelaide route is
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Employment  rofitable, and Adelaide and South Australia rely on tourism
and Training): | seek leave to make a brief ministerial nq the sale of our produce. There are many unanswered
statement. questions. For instance, who will be responsible for the
Leave granted. lobster trade when the season opens on 1 November, when
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Yesterday the member for adejaide’s access to Sydney will be vital and the freight for
Hanson asked me about a particular person, Mr Richarghat industry will be worth approximately $130 million? What
McKay. | said that | was not aware whether a person in tWaj| pe done to maintain the Adelaide-Alice Springs-Darwin
instances was the same person. | have now found that thgyte? What will be done about tapping into that lucrative
Richard McKay I know is connected to the Adelaide Bankiqrism route for us?
and | wish to correct the record to that extent. What did the task force do? What did it try to achieve and
what did it actually achieve? Was it able to offer inducements
GRIEVANCE DEBATE similar to those given to Motorola? Workers have asked me

MsBEDFORD (Florey): Today's front page of the © tell this government that they feel totally alienated; that it

; ; looks like the government sat on its hands while over
Advertiserbrought welcome, long-awaited, and not a lot of . ; .
good news to Ansett Airlines and its workers. Ansett Airlinest 000 jobs were directly affected, not to mention the hundreds
will again take to the skies of Adelaide and South AustraliaJeOp"?‘(rjd'thd |n|.|nrc]itus;[rt|ﬁs gatt rg'ed on tAns?(tt. Wehneed to
So many people—around 1 100 dedicated, loyal Ansett staffo"'SI0€r the plight ofthe L>ate Lourmet Workers who were
and their families who have suffered with the employee£OMPletely left out to dry. Spare a thought, too, for the taxi
since 13 September, as well as the many workers in associdfdustry that derl\éefs SO nr:uch of its income from ferrying
ed industries—are hoping that this announcement will be thB2SSENJers to and from the airport. . .
start of a bigger and better commitment, not only to these We alsq See today that \ﬁrg[n will be given assistance to
workers and their families but to the travelling residents of'créase Its ser&/lcgs. What n;ducementsK hads Illt Agllr_eady
South Australia, the people who rely on air travel to complet&nioyed over and a love AESEH' H?W,)C\%‘h eg e r:? In€s
their business or employment commitments, not to mentioffOW Service regional South Australia? What does this say
those who need to travel for family commitments like about the government’s concern for people in the bush? Why

celebrations or reunions or, sadly, visits to sick relatives o/did Garuda get preferential treatment to fly domestic
assengers when Ansett had the staff and fleet to move as

worse, to attend funerals. So many members of the travellin -
public have been inconvenienced and feel let down, not b{'nYy People as were already booked and stranded? Why has
t taken seven weeks to guarantee so few seats?

the workers who would have worked for nothing to keep thei . SRS .
airline serving the Australian people, but by the governments_ 1 Nis whole sorry saga is principally about the jobs that
that managed to get planes flying just about everywhere elsePUth Australia_has lost and the inconvenience to the

except Adelaide. travelling public. South Australia has been cut off. We are not
What do we know about today’s announcement? Not a lof regional centre; we are a state full of workers busting their
| am afraid, and | quote from the article as follows: guts to bring prosperity to their families and this state. We

Senator Hill said he did not know the maximum amount of theWant to see this same sort of commitment matched by the
government's financial commitment but it was in the millions of People with the power.
dollars. It is believed there will be a time limit on the government’s ~ The government has made an announcement, but it is not
financial guarantee but it will continue until January at least. clear. We need that certainty to make sure that people book
That in itself is a relief. At least we can be assured thakeats on Ansett flights and to make it the vibrant and viable
travellers will not be stranded as they were last year agirline that is part of Australia’s history. Ansett and its
Christmas time. Several of Ansett's Adelaide family are hereyorkers do not want to be history; they want to create history
today in the gallery. They are a few of the men and womerby working through the problems and being successful once
who have maintained a presence at the terminal since the dagain.
they were told they no longer had jobs or the entittements Time expired.
they had worked so hard for and had earned. This ultimatum
led to unprecedented scenes of solidarity, and their struggle TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | want to speak
was joined by many workers who understood that, as thingabout the inaugural Adelaide Hills Regional Development
stand, while itis happening to Ansett workers today, it couldBoard Business and Tourism Awards which will take place
be the job of any other South Australian worker next. in the Adelaide Hills tomorrow night. | am delighted to be

The collapse of Ansett, which in pure business terms couldble to make members of the House aware of these awards.
be explained away as poor management, is not about a markepromises to be a very good night for all those who have an
that fell away or no longer existed. As we all know, travellersinterest in business and tourism in the Adelaide Hills.
scrambled to get seats for weeks after and, in the confusion, We were advised in September that the Adelaide Hills top
many were cast aside while corporate manoeuvring tookusinessmen and tourism operators were to be recognised at
control of their lives. Itis this confusion that the workers andthis inaugural Business and Tourism Awards presentation. A
travelling public cannot accept. Both feel that better managerange of awards will be presented, including new and
ment by governments could have seen the chaos and tketablished business, food business, and innovation and/or E-
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business awards, as well as various tourism categories. It willet me make it absolutely plain what was said. It was said
be an interesting night. An art gallery, a refrigeration oilthat both the Crown Solicitor and the Solicitor-General had
manufacturer, a blacksmith and micro brewery are amonf@een asked to give an opinion. They had been given inaccu-
some 83 businesses that have registered their intention tate or insufficient information and had been asked to give an
enter these awards. It is an initiative of the Adelaide Hillsopinion that was then used, not to test the substantive legal
Regional Development Board and is designed to fosterights of parties to a legal dispute but for political purposes,
excellence within the Adelaide Hills business community,that being the protection of the now resigned Premier.

and also to provide an opportunity to showcase the diverse | stand by what | said. That was an abuse of the office of
range of businesses in the Adelaide Hills region. the Crown Solicitor and the Solicitor-General by the govern-

The board’s Business Development Manager, Annabehent. | must say that, no-one else having understood the
Mugford, has indicated her delight with the number ofwords to mean anything but that, | did take the trouble of
registrations for the awards, particularly as many businessemging Mr Selway. | did not want him to misunderstand what
have indicated that they plan to enter two categories. | arhhad said—I did not think he would because he is a person
certainly looking forward to the evening, and | know that thewho is able to understand words better than the Attorney-
member for Kavel will be there as well. | take this opportuni-General—so | rang him and, while he appreciated the call, he
ty to commend the Adelaide Hills Regional Developmenthad no problem with the words either. | will make it plain
Board and its Chief Executive Officer, Michael Edgecombetoday, as | am, that my criticism was not of those offices but,
for this presentation which will, | am sure, considerably boosgs the Clayton report showed, a government prepared to do
business in the Adelaide Hills. or say anything to protect some sorry jobs. They were

As chair of Adelaide Hills Tourism Management, | am prepared to misuse the offices of the Solicitor-General and
delighted that our committee will also be involved with this the Crown Solicitor.
special occasion. The Adelaide Hills, | am sure, can look It is so sad that the Attorney-General, notionally the
forward to a significant amount of business that will attracthighest legal officer in the state, faced with these findings,
additional people into the hills, that will provide jobs for had the option of going into the Council and making a
people who live in the hills, and that will make people awareministerial statement deploring what had occurred and
of the tourism potential in the Adelaide Hills. There has beerapologising on behalf of his government. What did he choose
a good response to the awards being presented, and | referttbdo instead? He chose to come into the Council and, once
some comments that have been made—for example: again, play politics with the offices of the Solicitor-General

Entering an award is beneficial as it makes you look at evernd Crown Solicitor, to use the offices of the Crown Solicitor
aspect of your business and assess its worth. It is extra work but&nd the Solicitor-General to further his grubby little political
is worth all the effort. Winning an award is a bonus as it gives yourgame. | think the Attorney-General stands condemned on this
business credibility and an edge over other businesses. issue. My conscience is clear. | am happy to repeat the
Those comments were made by Gai Adcock of the Adelaideomments | made outside the parliament because | do believe
Hills Country Cottages, winner of the Australian Tourism this government abused those two offices. | will say it again
Award for Accommodation in 1998 and a member of theand | wait to see whether the Attorney-General will repeat his
South Australian Tourism Awards Hall of Fame. There arecomments outside the House.
many others to whom | could refer who have indicated the
benefits they have received in their own business from TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): We have heard a great
entering and winning such awards. deal today about honesty and members of parliament being

| commend the Adelaide Hills Regional Developmentfactual and respecting the institution.

Board and all those involved in the presentations tomorrow Mr Atkinson: Kero has been here eight years and he is

night. | know that the venue is packed out and | am lookinghe Premier: you have been here 31 years and you are still on

forward to being involved with the presentation of awards tahe back bench.

the many participants who, | am sure, are all worthy of TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That shows what a despicable

winning the various awards that will be made availableperson the member is. He cannot say anything nice about

tomorrow evening. anyone. But he should just wait until we finish with him and
the member for Florey for their conduct at the last election

Mr CONLON (Elder): Yesterday in this House a in Florey. If ever a person, who aspires to be the Attorney-
ministerial statement of the Attorney-General was tabled. IlGeneral, engaged in dishonesty and in misrepresentation it
it he used the cloak of parliamentary privilege to accuse meas him, and Peter Duncan, and their cohorts. Now he cannot
of making defamatory statements for words | spoke outsidéake it. He can hand it out. He is like a little girl—
the House. | wish to address that but | do note, as a first point, Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, sir. | ask the
that the Attorney-General was not prepared to say outside thmember to withdraw those unparliamentary and offensive
House what he said inside. He alleged that when I, imemarks. In fact, | was not involved in the Florey campaign
speaking to the Clayton report to the media, said there haalffter the issuing of the writs and did not enter the electorate
been ‘an abuse of the office of the Crown Solicitor and theduring the period.

Solicitor-General’ that | had been defamatory, and he implied The SPEAKER: The member has made his point that it
that | had been defamatory of those people. is unparliamentary. The member for Stuart.

This was surprising to me because no-one else understood The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. If the
those words to mean that. | think the primary reason no-oneonourable member reads the transcript of the court, he will
else understood those words to mean that is because theyfiled out whether or not he is mentioned. But | want to say to
not mean that. What | said was that there had been an abude Leader of the Opposition that on two occasions he has
of the office of the Crown Solicitor and the Solicitor- implied that there was a deliberate attempt to prevent the
General—and there had been. There had been an abuse by thelitor-General from appearing before the Economic and
government of those offices as detailed in the Clayton reporEinance Committee. That is not true. It is misrepresentation.
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Itis an attempt to misinform the people of South Australia. MsSTEVENS (Elizabeth): A week or so ago the leader
Standing order 385 clearly indicates the situation as followsof the federal Labor Party, the Hon. Kim Beazley, announced
Committee not to entertain charges against Members Labor’s federal health pOllcy in the federal election cam-
If any allegations are made before any committee against anpaign. | want to bring the attention of the House to some very
member of the House, the committee may direct that the House lenportant aspects of that policy which will make a huge
informed of allegations but may not itself proceed further with thedifference to the level of health care in this state and across

matter. . . . A
. . i .the country. The policy is underpinned by the Medicare
When independent advice was sought from officers of thisy|jiance signed by all Labor leaders in July last year. The

parliament and that advice was tendered to the committee, ”ﬁﬁchpin of that agreement is a commitment to 10 years of
member for Hart accepted it and was quite happy, angea| growth in hospital funding—a commitment that all
indicated they would pursue the matter in other areas. It iShembers, | am sure, would agree is probably the most
absolutely wrong for the leader to continue to infer. If thegjgnificant commitment since the establishment of Medicare.
leader believes in telling the facts and the truth to the public ~1pat funding increase and the policy covers eight key
of South Australia he ought to come in and correct hisyreas and an extra funding of $545 million was announced
statement and not continue to try to make political points by, pack up the policy. It covered areas including emergency
using inaccurate information. departments, elective surgery, convalescent care for older
The leader has also been making all sorts of statementgysiralians waiting in hospitals, and the re-equipping of rural
| ask the leader now: does he agree with the campaiggng regional hospitals with vital equipment. It was backed up
methods used at the last state election in the electorate gfso with $100 million for a dental program to replace the
Florey? Does he agree with the material that was circulate rogram which was cut in 1996 by the Howard government
Does he believe it was fair, reasonable and accurate? Does §84 which has caused such hardship across the country. It

agree that this is the way to run election campaigns? }iso includes $52 million for a strategy to increase nursing
challenge the leader to tell the people of South Australigyympers in the workplace.

where he stands on these issues and whether the Labor Partygq, far, as part of that package, South Australia has

is go_ing_to use the same sorts of tactics at th_e next electiopeceived $15 million towards the money required to imple-
bearing in mind that certain people were convicted under thg,ent the stage 2 and stage 3 upgrade of the Queen Elizabeth
ElectO(aI Act. Will that be the hallmark of the Labor Party’s Hospital. Members may not be aware that, although this
campaign? If the honourable member stands, as he said todgyyernment has funded in its forward capital program stage
for honesty and truth, we are entitled to raise these issue$,of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital redevelopment, it has not
because there was at the last election a scurrilous anfnged the following two stages. Federal Labor has promised
misleading campaign directed towards the then member—g1 5 mjjlion towards that upgrade. It has also committed
Mr Atkinson: Did that work? _ $8 million to the Royal Adelaide Hospital for two new
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: So, the honourable member is radiotherapy machines and associated additional staff to run
quite happy. By his interjection the honourable membeghose machines in the fight against cancer. Federal Labor will
indicates that itis right and that that is the way politics shouldysg institute an inquiry to investigate the level of access and
be played. If that is how you want it— . care in hospitals around the country that have been privatised;
Mr Atkinson: Sam’s trip to Nehru was a bit of payola. and this inquiry will, of course, encapsulate Modbury
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member has Hospital in this state.
again imputed improper motives to me. | ask for an unquali- | abor's announcement is very timely if we put it together
fied withdrawal and apology of any imputation against mywith very concerning allegations that have been made in
character which the honourable member has now made. recent days in relation to Mayne Nicholas, a very big player
The SPEAKER: It was a direct reflection on the member in the provision of private health care in this country. Mayne
for Stuart's character and I think that the honourable membeNicholas also runs the Port Macquarie Public Hospital in
should withdraw. New South Wales. This contract was let to Port Macquarie
Mr Atkinson: Sir, | withdraw, of course. Hospital under the Liberal government that preceded the Carr
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It is very easy for people. We [abor Government in New South Wales. Very serious
now know the character of the person who aspires to thallegations have been raised by the AMA about Mayne

position of Attorney-General of the state. Nicholas, accusing it of cherry picking profitable patients for
Time expired. its private hospitals and for turning away the elderly and
Mr Atkinson interjecting: chronically ill. In fact, anyone who watched tfe30 Report
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Make no mistake. last night would have seen a very concerning example of that
The SPEAKER: Is this a point of order? behaviour which occurred at Port Macquarie Public Hospital.
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: No, it is a matter of privi- Briefly, we had an example of an elderly woman sent

lege. | would ask, sir, that you consider very carefullyhome after suffering a broken arm. She was told that she had
whether the remarks which were made and which have noto go home. Her condition worsened. When she returned to
been withdrawn by the member for Spence were in fact ¢he hospital she was told that the hospital only wanted
reflection on the honourable member here present, or wepatients who could get well. It was a horrifying example of
in fact a reflection on that honourable member in his capacitprofit before patient care and, | guess, that is something of
as Speaker of the House of Assembly; and, if they were, Which we all need to be aware when we try to mix privatising
think it touches on the privileges of this House and | ask youprofit-making hospitals with a need to provide decent health
to take the matter on notice. care for all people. | was very interested to see that the federal

The SPEAKER: The honourable member did withdraw, Minister for Health (the Hon. Michael Wooldridge) refused
but I will examine theHansard report and, if | think it to comment on that situation at Port Macquarie Hospital, but
necessary, report back to the House, but only on that lastam certain that that situation, and any other like it, will be
condition—after having examinddansard uncovered by Labor’s inquiry.
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Time expired. JOINT COMMITTEE ON IMPACT OF DAIRY
DEREGULATION ON THE INDUSTRY IN SOUTH
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today | wish to report some AUSTRALIA

good news to this House with regard to my electorate. ) o
Members would be aware that last year an independent 1NneSPEAKER: Order! I have received a communication
review was undertaken of the Hectorville Primary School androm the member for Waite advising me with regret that he
the Newton Primary School. | commend Alan Young, theMust resign from the Joint C_ommlttee on Im_pact of Dairy
superintendent of the area, as well as the independent revieReregulation on the Industry in South Australia due to other
the community and the teachers who looked into the futur@arliamentary duties.

of the two schools. It was decided that the schools should .

merge. That has occurred, and | am pleased to say that the ' "€Hon. M.K. BRINDAL  (Minister  for ~ Water
East Torrens Primary School is thriving with a surge in esources): | move. _ o o

student numbers and improvements in student learning since That Mr Meier be appointed to the joint committee in place of
the successful amalgamation of Newton and Hectorvill rHam_”ton'Sm'th’ resigned.

Primary Schools. Motion carried.

I would like to commend the principal, Frank Mittiga, the TRAINING AND SKILLSDEVELOPMENT BILL
teachers, the community and especially the school council,
under the chairmanship of Karen Young, who are working TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL (Minister for Employment
hard to ensure that the school community and the area ae@d Training) obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act
well served. Members might be aware that $550 000 watb make provision for post-compulsory education, training
allocated to the new East Torrens Primary School to ensurend skills development; to establish the Training and Skills
that the amalgamation went well and that the facilities for theCommission; to repeal the Vocational Education, Employ-
school were provided. It was found that the $550 000 was nahent and Training Act 1994; and for other purposes. Read a
sufficient as a result of the increase in student numbers at thgst time.
school and a projected increase in the number of students to The Hon. M.K. BRINDAL: | move:
330 by 2005. | therefore met with representatives of the That this bill be now read a second time.
school community and it was put to me that $550 000 was ndtseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
sufficient. in Hansardwithout my reading it.

I met with the minister to represent the community. | am Leavg granted.
pleased to say that the minister has approved a furthdftroduction _ . o
$270 000 for the East Torrens Primary School. Memberg highly skilled workforce is a prerequisite for achieving a pros-

. . . T erous and sustainable economy, and a training and education system
opposite can say that this government is not delivering in theyat is responsive to the skill development needs of industry and

areas of health and education. Well, here is an example @bmmerce is essential if businesses are to survive and grow.
what has been done as a result of a successful merger of two For this reason, skills development is regarded by governments,

schools. This is a good example of how the Community’f]nlrgoggsrts and employees worldwide as an investment in the future,
education needs are serviced in the area. | read from part Of |, the same way, adult community education is seen as an
a press release made by the minister today, as follows:  investment in the health of local communities and society at large,
. o . by improving the life skills, social engagement and employment
Education Minister Malcolm Buckby has provided an extraprospects of individuals of all ages and circumstances.
$270 000 to assist in the amalgamation program for East Torrens |t is chiefly through vocational education and training, adult
Primary School. community education and the State’s 3 universities and other pro-

Mr Buckby approved the increase to $820 000 to cover a rang iders of higher education, that the skills and qualifications valued
of work, including a new fire hydrant system and access for disableéy employers, prospective investors and the community at large are
students. eveloped. This Bill aims to support the development of a post

secondary training and education sector in South Australia that is
‘The school community was concerned that the initial forward looking, flexible, responsive to the needs of the community

$550 000 for the amalgamation would not cover all the workand with a national reputation for high quality.
required to bring the school up to a high standard for staff and The name of the Bill reflects these objectives—it isThaning
students,” Mr Buckby says. and Skills Development BillThe Bill is about the promotion and

) _development of training and education and also about the develop-
He states that they have worked together with the communityent of skills.
to ensure that those facilities will be of a very high standard, The Bill is not, however, just about narrow skills training.

; . :~Instead, it calls for a larger vision. It is about establishing a learning
The works that are to take place include: earthquake bracm@:"ture in the State that permeates the workplace and the neighbour-

electrical transformer, upgrade of consumer mains, switchyood, where businesses see the advantages of investing in training
boards, fire hydrant system, disabled access ramp; arghd where every citizen comes to value and continue in learning
disabled access to toilets, all costed at $270 000. This willvherever, whenever, and in whatever circumstances, the learning
enable the school to put funds towards a gymnasium and &<u's:

e - L Training and Skills Commission
hall, which is very much required, as well. This is important, the gijj will do this by establishing a new authority to be known as

because since the merger of the two schools students hage Training and Skills Commission (the Commission). The
been lacking those facilities. This has occurred because thigommission will be the primary reference point for the community
two former schools came together and, because of th@h matters of policy, planning, funding and quality in vocational

- - - ucation and training, including the apprenticeship and traineeship
increase in numbers, there is not a place where they can hag tem, adult community education, and non university higher

assemblies, and so on. | am pleased that the school has begfycation.
given that opportunity to increase its facilities to the standard Specifically, the Bill will bring together in one peak advisory
that is required. body, responsibilities for—
) ) planning and funding for vocational education and training and
Time expired. adult community education;
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quality assurance in vocational education and training and higheronsistent approach to the regulation of post secondary training and

education, including education offered to post secondaneducation. All of the States and Territories are committed to

overseas students in Australia; legislating the new standards in 2002 but South Australia will be the
advocacy and promotion of training and education; and first to do so through this Bill.

the development of pathways between the 4 sectors of education The Bill will contribute to the development of a national training

and training—schools, vocational education and training, adultmarket in Australia and ensure South Australia’s participation in that

community education and higher education. market. In particular, the Bill will ensure that competencies and

Members of the Commission will be appointed on the basis ofjualifications gained by South Australians through training
their expertise and ability to contribute to the Commission’sorganisations registered under proposed Part 3 will be recognised
functions. Itis a critical role. throughout Australia. It will also reduce red tape for training

The Bill provides for the establishment of expert reference group§rganisations registered in South Australia that want to compete in
to assist the Commission in the performance of its functions and e national training market by offering their services in other States
enables the Commission to delegate its functions with the Ministerand TerfthYIES- o ) )
approval. These provisions will enable the Commission to focus on  The Bill creates greater flexibility in the apprenticeship and
matters of policy and strategic importance while acquitting its mordraineeship area. It continues to recognise trades and declared
‘operational’ responsibilities, for example, in the regulatory area. vocations that have, for many years, been at the heart of structured

Commission’s planning role employment based training in this country. But the Bill aIs_o heeds
The Commission will be responsible for preparing an annual plan fofh€ call for the expansion of the contract of training system into new
vocational education and training that will be the basis for negotialndustry areas that have not had ready access to that form of training,
tions between the State and the Australian National Trainingind accommodates the increased diversity in industrial arrangements
Authority over funding for vocational education and training in the Under which apprentices and trainees are employed. The Bill
State. More broadly, the Commission will advise the Governmengmbraces these challenges while enhancing the protection available
on strategies and priorities for increasing the State’s skills base 48 apprentices, trainees and employers under the current Act.
that South Australia is able to capitalise on opportunities for  The Bill will provide protection for consumers of education and
investment and employment growth as they arise. This advice willraining services. It will enable the community to distinguish
complement the Governmen®mart Growth Strategy between training and education that meets national quality standards

In developing the annual plan and in its other advice to theaNd training and education that do not. This will be achieved by
Government on training needs and strategies, the Commission wiifduiring organisations that would claim to have authority to issue
consider not only the need for existing skills at the enterprise (oﬂatlonally recognised qualifications, or to call themselves universi-
micro) level and the broader industry, regional, and whole of Stateli€s. to be registered under Part 3, or to be declared to be a university
levels, but also the need to anticipate the demand for emerging skilléder Part 1. This will protect both the integrity of the national
that may not be generally apparent. qualifications system, and consumers of education and training

Commission’s advisory role services. ) _ _ _

The Commission will have responsibilities for advising on strategies ,_Finally, the Bill establishes the Grievances and Disputes
and priorities for the recognition of skills gained by people outsidg“ediation Committee to receive and deal with complaints from
of Australia who have an important contribution to make to theConsumers of education and training services, and disputes between
growth of the State. employers and their apprentices.

The Commission’s role in advising on funding will extend _ Conclusion Lo -
beyond the funds provided to the State through the Australiah these several ways, it will be clear to Members that the Bill is
National Training Authority to include other public funds that are about the development of a high quality, user focussed, responsive,
directed to vocational training and education and adult communit{r@ining and education sector that will equip the State to move
education. The Commission will have a key role in developing dorward with confidence into the twenty first century.
whole-of-government understanding of the scope of publicly funded | commend the bill to the House.
vocational education and training and adult community education Explanation of clauses
activity in the State and will report on those matters to the Parliament PART 1: PRELIMINARY
through the Minister. Clause 1: Short title

Commission’s role of promotion and advancement of training_ Clause 2: Commencement
and education These clauses are formal.

The development of a learning culture will be a key role of the_ Clause 3: Interpretation _
Commission and the name of the Bill signifies that—it is a Bill for This clause contains definitions of words and phrases used in the
the Training and Skills Development Act. The Commission will measure. In particular, post-compulsory education is defined as
provide leadership for business and the community generally ogducation (not being primary or secondary education) directed
training matters. It will recognise the significant contribution wholly or primarily at persons who have completed their primary and
currently made by industry and by individual enterprises to thesecondary education or are above the age of compulsory school
skilling and up-skilling of the workforce and will encourage still attendance, and includes adult community education.

greater involvement and investment. Clause 4: Declarations for purposes of Act

The Commission will listen. It is required to consult with industry The Minister may make a declaration by publishing a notice in the
stakeholders, and relevant government and community bodies in ti§government Gazettieclaring—
performance of its functions and to consult with the State’s: an institution to be a university; or
universities in matters involving degree courses and qualifications. declaring an occupation to be a trade or a declared vocation,

The Commission’s ability to comprehend and take account ofor the purposes of this measure. The Minister must, when declaring
community views and concerns will be increased through thean institution to be a university, apply tiational Protocols for
establishment of expert reference groups to assist and advise ttigher Education Approval Processéthe National Protocols)
particular matters. The Bill provides for the establishment of 2 suchielating to quality assurance for the higher education sector in
reference groups in the first instance. These are to advise thustralia, endorsed by the Ministerial Council on Education,
Commission in relation to its functions under Part 3 (RegistrationEmployment, Training and Youth Affairs in March 2000.

and Accreditation) and Part 4 (Contracts of Training) of the Bill and PART 2: ADMINISTRATION
in relation to its functions relating to adult community education. DIVISION 1—STATE TRAINING AGENCY
The Bill builds on the foundation laid by th®&ocational Clause 5: Minister to be Agency

Education, Employment and Training Act 19QHe current Act) The Minister is the State Training Agency contemplated by the
which it will replace. That Act is now 7 years old and there haveAustralian National Training Authority Act 199% the Common-
been a number of significant developments in the training andvealth (the Commonwealth Act).
education arena that call for the Act to be updated. The Bill does that. Clause 6: Functions of Minister as Agency

Introduction of national standards for registration and accrediThe functions of the Minister as the State Training Agency relate to
tation providing advice to, and developing plans in conjunction with, the
Chief among those changes is the introduction of new nationahustralian National Training Authority established under the
standards for vocational education and training and higher educatiddommonwealth Act (ANTA) in respect of vocational education and
in Australia. The new standards aim to improve the quality oftraining and adult community education needs and the funding
training and education in Australia and to implement a nationallyimplications of those needs and the management of the State’s



2546 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 25 October 2001

system of vocational education and training and adult communitfCommission in relation to that matter, the penalty for which is $10
education. 000 or imprisonment for 2 years.

Clause 7: Delegation by Minister It is a defence to a charge of such an offence to prove that the
The Minister may delegate to the Commission, or any other persofiefendant was not, at the time of the alleged offence, aware of his
or body, or to the person for the time being occupying a particulaor her interest in the matter.
office or position, a function of the Minister as the State Training  Clause 14: Validity of acts
Agency or any other function or matter that the Minister considersAn act or proceeding of the Commission or a committee of the

appropriate. Commission is not invalid by reason only of a vacancy in its
DIVISION 2—TRAINING AND SKILLS COMMISSION membership.
Clause 8: Establishment of Training and Skills Commission Clause 15: Immunity

The Training and Skills Commissiotthe Commission) will be A member of the Commission or a committee of the Commission

established by this measure and will consist of not more than $hcurs no liability for anything done honestly in the performance or

members appointed by the Governor on the nomination of thexercise, or purported performance or exercise, of functions or

Minister. powers under this measure. A liability that would, but for this clause,
The Commission will include persons who together have theattach to a member attaches instead to the Crown.

abilities and experience required for the effective performance ofthe Clause 16: Minister to provide facilities, staff, etc.

Commission’s functions, of whom at least 2 will be nominated, afterThe Minister must provide the Commission with facilities and

consultation with State employer associations, to represent thassistance by staff and consultants as reasonably required for the

interests of employers and at least 2 will be nominated, afteproper performance of the Commission’s functions.

consultation with the United Trades and Labor Council, to represent  Clause 17: Report

the interests of employees. The Commission must, on or before 31 March in each year, present
Clause 9: Commission’s functions to the Minister a report on its operations for the preceding calendar

The Commission’s general functions will be— year and the Minister must, within 6 sitting days after receipt of the
1. toassist, advise and make recommendations to the Ministeeport, cause copies of it to be laid before each House of Parliament.

on the Minister’s functions as the State Training Agency and DIVISION 3—REFERENCE GROUPS

other matters relating to the development, funding, quality ~ Clause 18: Establishment of reference groups
and performance of post-compulsory education, training and'he Minister must establish—

skills development; and _ . - areference group to advise the Commission in relation to the
2. to regulate vocational education and training and higher performance of the functions assigned to the Commission under
education. . . Parts 3 and 4; and
The Commission’s functions will include— - areference group to advise the Commission in relation to the

promoting and encouraging the development of, investment, performance of its functions relating to adult community
equity and participation in, and access to, vocational educa- education.

tion and training and adult community education; and The Minister may establish other reference groups as the Minister
advising and making recommendations to the Minister aboutonsiders necessary to advise the Commission in relation to the
various matters under the measure; and - carrying out of its functions or particular matters relating to its
registering training organisations and accrediting coursegunctions.

under Part 3;and ) o DIVISION 4—GRIEVANCES AND DISPUTES MEDIATION
performing the functions assigned to the Commission under COMMITTEE

Part 4; and i i . Clause 19: Establishment of Grievances and Disputes Mediation
monitoring vocational education and training and adultCommittee

community education in the State; and The Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committek be estab-

reporting annually to the Minister on vocational education|ished as a committee of the Commission with the functions assigned
and training and adult community education in this Stateto the Committee under Parts 3 and 4.
including the expenditure of public money in these areas; and - The Commission must appoint a member of the Commission with
developing guidelines required for the purposes of theappropriate expertise in mediation to chair proceedings of the
measure; and Committee and the Committee will be constituted of the member
promoting pathways between the secondary school, vocaappointed to chair proceedings and at least 2 but not more than 4
tional education and training, adult and community educatiorother persons selected in accordance with Schedule 1.
and university sectors; and _ _ The Committee is not subject to control or direction by the
entering into reciprocal arrangements with appropriate bodieg€ommission and, subject to proposed subsection (7), the Commis-
with respect to the recognition of education and training; andsion has no power to overrule or otherwise interfere with a decision
monitoring, and making recommendations to the Minister on,or order of the Committee under Part 4.
the administration and operation of this measure; and Proposed subsection (7) provides that if the Commission, acting
performing any other function assigned to the Commissiorat the direction of the Minister, requests the Committee to review a
by the Minister or by or under this measure or any other Act.decision or order of the Committee under Part 4, the Committee must
The Commission must, when carrying out its function of review the decision or order and may, on the review—
registering training organisations and accrediting courses under Part confirm, vary or revoke the decision or order subject to the
3, have regard to the standards for State and Territory register- review; or

ing/course accrediting bodiesefe clause 3 o ) - make any other decision or order in substitution for the decision
For the purpose, or in the course, of performing its functions, the  or order.

Commission may establish committees (which may but need not The Committee may, at any one time, be separately constituted

consist of members of the Commission). in accordance with this clause and Schedule 1 for the performance
Clause 10: Ministerial control of its functions in relation to a number of separate matters.

Except in relation to the formulation of advice and reports to the PART 3: REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION

Minister, the Commission is, in the performance of its functions,  Clause 20: Application for registration

subject to control and direction by the Minister. The Commission may, on application or of its own motion, register
Clause 11: Conditions of membership a person as a training organisation—

A member of the Commission will be appointed for atermof upto-  to deliver education and training and provide assessment
2 years and on conditions specified in the instrument of appointment, - services, and issue qualifications and statements of attainment
and will, at the expiration of a term, be eligible for reappointment.  under the policy framework that defines all qualifications

Clause 12: Commission’s proceedings ~ recognised nationally in post-compulsory education and training
This clause sets out the proceedings for meetings of the Commission. within Australia entitledAustralian Qualifications Framework
Clause 13: Disclosure of interest (the AQF), in relation to higher education or vocational education

Itis an offence if a member of the Commission who has a direct or and training, or both; or

indirect pecuniary interest in a matter under consideration by the to provide assessment services, and issue qualifications and
Commission does not disclose the nature of the interest to the statements of attainment under the AQF, in relation to higher
Commission and takes part in any deliberations or decision of the education or vocational education and training, or both.
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The Commission may, on application or of its own motion, = The Commission must consult with the State universities before
register a person as a training organisation for the delivery ofletermining an application for accreditation of a course in relation
education and training to overseas students. to which a degree is to be conferred.

An application for registration or renewal of registration mustbe  Clause 24: Duration and renewal
made to the Commission in the manner and form approved by th8ubject to this measure, registration or accreditation is for a
Commission and be accompanied by the fee fixed by regulation. maximum period of 5 years and may be renewed by the Commission,

An applicant must provide the Commission with any information on application or of its own motion, for further maximum periods of
required by the Commission for the purposes of determining th& years.

application. Clause 25: Grievances may be referred to Committee
Clause 21: Determination of applications for registration and A person with a grievance relating to—
conditions ) . L - thedelivery of education and training, provision of assessment
The Commission must, in determining an application for registration  services, or issue of qualifications and statements of attainment
or renewal of registration, apply— under the AQF, in relation to higher education or vocational
the standards for registered training organisations; and education and training; or
any applicable guidelines developed by the Commission and  the provision of education and training to overseas students,
approved by the Minister. o o by a registered training organisation, may refer the grievance to the
The standards for registered training organisations are—  Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee for consideration.
- inrelation to a training organisation for higher education—  The person and the registered training organisation must provide
the criteria for registration of training organisations under thethe Committee with such information as the Committee may
National Protocols; reasonably require.

in relation to a training organisation for vocational education  The Committee must inquire into a matter referred to it under this
and training—the standards for registration of training clause and may, if it thinks fit, make a recommendation to the
organisations under the policy framework entithgstralian  commission about what action (if any) the Commission should take
Quality Training FrameworKthe AQTF); _ ‘ as a result of the inquiry.

in relation to a training organisation for education servicesfor  c|ause 26: Review

overseas students—the standards determined from time e commission—

time by the Minister. may, at any time; and

Registration of a training organisation is subject to— - must, at the request of the Grievances and Disputes Mediation
- the condition that the organisation will comply with the

standards for registered training organisations; and Committee,
if guidelines have been developed by the Commission an(rfr\ég\ilstgt?o%ccredltatlon of a course or the registration of a training

aplgljrovedlby tQﬁ mmiste_(rj—l_the cond(ijtion thatthe organisation " “ype commission may review the operation in this State of—
will comply with the guidelines; an ol Ay T¢ . :
the conditions determined by the Commission as to what is a training organisation registered in some other State or

; ; ; - P Territory; or
ggghonsed by the registration (the scope of the registration); a course accredited in some other State or Territory,

- any other conditions determined by the Commission. after consultation with the registering body, or course accrediting

Without limiting the grounds on which the Commission may body, of the State or Territory in which the training organisation is
refuse an application, the Commission may refuse an application fdf9iStered, or the course accredited (as the case requires).
registration or renewal of registration of a training organisation ifthe__FOF the purposes of such a review, the holder of the registration
organisation, or an associate of the organisation, has previously be@paccreditation must provide the Commission with such information
registered, either in this State or in some other State or Territory, ari® e Commission may reasonably require.
had its registration cancelled or suspended for non-compliance with Clause 27: Cancellation, suspension, etc. )
the requirements under this measure, a previous enactment, ﬂ‘_‘e Commission may, on contravention of or failure to comply with
legislation relating to vocational education and training of the Statdhis measure or a condition of the registration or accreditation—
or Territory where the organisation was registered. - impose or vary a condlt_lon o_f the registration or accreditation; or

Clause 22: Application for accreditation - cancel or suspend registration or accreditation. _
The Commission may, on application or of its own motion, accredit ~ The imposition or variation of a condition, or cancellation or
acourse or proposed course, or renew the accreditation of a coursgispension, of registration or accreditation must be imposed by
as a course in higher education or vocational education and training/ritten notice to the holder of the registration or accreditation and

An application for accreditation must be made to the Commissiofnay have effect at a future time or for a period specified in the
in the manner and form approved by the Commission and b&otice. o ] )
accompanied by the fee fixed by regulation. The Commission must not cancel or suspend registration or

An applicant must provide the Commission with any information accreditation unless the Commission first—
required by the Commission for the purposes of determining the gives the holder of the registration or accreditation 28 days
application. written notice of its intention to do so; and

A course of vocational education and training that is accredited takes into account any representations made by the holder within
in some other State or Territory is not required also to be accredited that period; and

as a course of vocational education and training in this State. - notifies the registering body and the course accrediting body
Clause 23: Determination of applications for accreditation in each State and Territory of the intention to do so.

The Commission must, in determining an application for accredi- Clause 28: Cancellation of qualification or statement of

tation or renewal of accreditation, apply— attainment

- the standards for accreditation of courses; and The Commission may cancel a qualification or statement of
any applicable guidelines developed by the Commission andttainment issued by a registered training organisation (the issuing
approved by the Minister. registered training organisation) if the Commission is satisfied that
The standards for accreditation of courses are— the qualification or statement of attainment was issued by mistake
in relation to higher education—the criteria for accreditation ofor on the basis of false or misleading information.
courses under the National Protocols; Cancellation must be imposed by written notice to the holder of
in relation to vocational education and training—the standardshe qualification or statement of attainment and the issuing registered
for accreditation of courses under the AQTF; training organisation.
in relation to education services for overseas students—the The Commission must not cancel a qualification or statement of
standards determined from time to time by the Minister. attainment unless the Commission first—

Accreditation of a course is subject to— gives the holder of the qualification or statement of attainment
the condition that the course will comply with the standards for ~ and the issuing registered training organisation 28 days written

accreditation of courses; and notice of its intention to do so; and

if guidelines have been developed by the Commission and takes into account any representations made within that period
approved by the Minister—the condition that the course will by the holder of the qualification or statement of attainment and
comply with the guidelines; and the issuing registered training organisation.

any other conditions determined by the Commission. Clause 29: Appeal to District Court
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An appeal to the Administrative and Disciplinary Division of the
District Court (the Court) may be made (by a person within 1 month
of the making of the decision appealed against) against a decision
of the Commission—
- refusing an application for the grant or renewal of registration or
accreditation; or
imposing or varying conditions of registration or accreditation;
or
suspending or cancelling registration or accreditation; or
cancelling a qualification or statement of attainment.
Clause 30: Offences relating to registration
A person must not claim or purport to be a registered training

organisation in relation to higher education unless registered as a

training organisation under Part 3.
A person must not issue, or claim or purport to issue, qualifica-
tions or statements of attainment under the AQF in relation to a
course in higher education unless
- the person is a State university; or
the person is registered as a training organisation under Part 3
and is operating within the scope of the registration of the
organisation.
Subject to subclause (4), a person must not—

must provide for the employment of the apprentice/trainee

under an award or industrial agreement specified in the

contract; and

must specify the probationary period for the contract; and

is subject to the obligations specified in the approved

contract; and

must require the apprentice/trainee to be trained and assessed

in accordance with a training plan to be agreed between the

employer, the apprentice/trainee and a registered training
organisation chosen jointly by the employer and the appren-
tice/trainee; and

is subject to the obligations specified in the approved

contract; and

is subject—

(1) in the case of a contract in respect of a trade or declared
vocation—to the conditions stated by the Commission for
the trade or declared vocation;

(2) in any other case—to the conditions specified in the
contract that have been agreed between the employer and
the apprentice/trainee after consultation with the relevant
registered training organisation.

An employer under a contract of training must comply with the

employer’s obligations specified in the contract (maximum penalty:

claim or purport to be a registered training organisation |n§2 500).

relation to vocational education and training unless registere
as a training organisation under Part 3; or

issue, or claim or purport to issue, qualifications or statement®/t

of attainment under the AQF in relation to a course in
vocational education and training unless the person i
registered as a training organisation under Part 3 and i
operating within the scope of the registration of the
organisation.
A training organisation that is registered in relation to vocational
education and training in some other State or Territory is not requir(%?
to be registered under this Part in relation to vocational education a

training unless it operates in this State outside of the scope of iéﬂ

registration.

The penalty for an offence against this clause is a fine of $2 50

Clause 31: Offences relating to universities, degrees, etc.
A person must not claim or purport to be a university unless thea
person s a State university, an institution declared to be a university
under clause 4, an institution or institution of a class prescribed by
regulation or the person has been exempted from the operation of
this subclause by the Minister.

A person must not offer or provide a course of education and
training in relation to which a degree is to be conferred unless the

person is registered as a training organisation, and the course is

accredited as a degree course, under Part 3.
A person must not offer or confer a degree unless the person is

registered as a training organisation under Part 3 and the degree is

in relation to successful completion of a degree course accredited
under Part 3.

The penalty for an offence against any of the provisions of this
clause is a fine of $2 500.

Subclauses (3) and (4) do not apply to—

- a State university; or

An apprentice/trainee under a contract of training must comply

h the apprentice’s/trainee’s obligations specified in the contract.

An employer must permit an apprentice/trainee employed under

contract of training to carry out his or her obligations under the
ontract (maximum penalty: $2 500).

No person is disqualified from entering into a contract of training

by reason of his or her age.

Clause 34: Minister may enter contracts of training

he Minister may enter into a contract of training, assuming the
hts and obligations of an employer under the contract, but only on
emporary basis or where itis not reasonably practicable for some
ther employer to enter into the contract of training.

0 Clause 35: Approval of employers in relation to employment of
apprentices/trainees

The Commission may, on application or of its own motion, grant
pproval of an employer as an employer who may undertake the
aining of an apprentice/trainee under a contract of training.

An approval—

- may be granted to an employer in relation to the employment
of a particular apprentice/trainee or apprentices/trainees
generally; and
may be subject to conditions determined by the Commission.

The Commission may, by notice served on an employer,

withdraw an approval if—

there has been a contravention of, or failure to comply with, a
condition of the Commission’s approval; or

the circumstances are such that it is, in the Commission’s
opinion, no longer appropriate that the employer be so approved.
Clause 36: Conditions for contracts of training—trades and

declared vocations
The Commission may, by notice in tBazettestate the conditions
that must be included in a contract of training for a specified trade

an institution declared to be a university under clause 4 thag geclared vocation, including—

is authorised by the Commission to provide such a course or
confer such a degree; or .
an institution or institution of a class prescribed by regulation.
PART 4: CONTRACTS OF TRAINING
Clause 32: Interpretation

the term of the contract; and
the qualifications available for a person in the trade or declared
vocation; and

any other condition considered necessary by the Commission.
Clause 37: Registration of contracts of training

This clause contains definitions for the purposes of Part 4 and fosn employer must, within 4 weeks after the employment of a person

certain notices in thGazette under a contract of training, apply to the Commission for registration
Clause 33: Training under contracts of training of the contract (maximum penalty: $2 500).
An employer must not undertake to train a person in a trade except The employer must provide the Commission with any informa-
under a contract of training (maximum penalty: $2 500). Howevertion required by the Commission for the purposes of determining an
that does not apply in relation to the further training or re-trainingapplication for registration of a contract of training.
of a person who has already completed the training required under The Commission may decline to register a contract of training
a contract of training, or who has an equivalent qualification. if—
An employer may undertake to train a person in any other the contract is not in the form of an approved contract; or
occupation under a contract of training. - the employer is not an approved employer; or
An employer must not enter into a contract of training unless the  the contract is not accompanied by the training plan for the
employer is an approved employseg clause 3%r the contract is contract; or
subject to the employer becoming an approved employer. (Maximum the employer will be unable, in the opinion of the Commission,
penalty: $2 500.) to fulfil the employer’s obligations under the contract; or
A contract of training— a term of the contract is, in the opinion of the Commission,
must be in the form of the approved contrase€ clause prejudicial to the interests of the employer or the appren-
32(2); and tice/trainee; or
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for any other proper reason, the Commission is of the opinion

that the contract should not be registered.

The Commission must notify the employer and apprentice/trainee
in writing of the date of registration of the contract of training.

Clause 38: Alteration of training under contract of training to
part-time or full-time :
The Commission may, on the application of all parties to a contract
of training, alter a contract of training so that it provides for part-time
training instead of full-time training, or full-time training instead of -
part-time training, if to do so is consistent with the award or

it may order that, for the purpose of computing the period of
training that has been served by an apprentice/trainee, a specified
period or periods be excluded;

it may withdraw the approval granted by the Commission to an
approved employer under Part 4; or

it may order an employer not to employ any apprentices/trainees
in addition to those named in the order without the approval of
the Committee;

it may make any consequential orders that the Committee thinks
necessary or expedient.

industrial agreement under which the apprentice/trainee is employed. The withdrawal of approval of an employer by the Grievances

Clause 39: Termination of contract of training

and Disputes Mediation Committee may relate to a particular

A contract of training may not be terminated or suspended withougPPrentice/trainee or to all apprentices/trainees employed by the

the approval of the Commission. However, a party to a contract of

mployer.

training may, after the commencement of the term of the contract and f the Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee orders one
within the probationary period specified in the contract, terminateParty to a contract of training to pay a sum of money to another party
the contract by written notice to the other party or parties to th%oeg;e contract, that sum may be recovered by the other party as a

contract.
If a contract of training is terminated during the probationary

period, the employer under the contract must, within 7 days of th?r

termination, notify the Commission in writing of the termination
(maximum penalty: $2 500).
Clause 40: Transfer of contract of training to new employer

termination of a contract of training entered into by the former owner

but, where a change of ownership occurs, the rights, obligations and

liabilities of the former owner under the contract are transferred to
the new owner. If a contract of training is transferred or assigne
from one employer to another, the employer to whom the contra
is transferred or assigned must, within 7 days of the transfer o
assignment, notify the Commission, in writing, of the transfer or
assignment (maximum penalty: $2 500).

Clause 41: Termination/expiry of contract of training and pre-
existing employment
If a contract of training is entered into between an employer and
person who is already in the employment of the employer, the
termination, or expiry of the term, of the contract of training does no
of itself terminate the person’s employment with the employer.

Clause 42: Issuing statements of competency

tV

If an employer has reasonable grounds to believe that an

pprentice/trainee employed by the employer under a contract of
aining is guilty of wilful and serious misconduct, the employer may

(without first obtaining the approval of the Commission) suspend the
apprentice/trainee from employment under the contract and must, in

A change in the ownership of a business does not result in th'ofehat event—

immediately refer the matter to the Grievances and Disputes
Mediation Committee; and

within 3 days of the suspension—confirm the reference in
writing.

aximum penalty: $2 500.)

A suspension under this clause must, unless confirmed by the

rievances and Disputes Mediation Committee, not operate for more
than 7 working days.

Notice must be given by the Grievances and Disputes Mediation

Committee to the Commission of the termination of a contract of
H’aining under this clause.

The Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee may consult

ith industry training advisory bodies before exercising its powers
under this section and may, at any time, vary or revoke an order
made by it.

Itis an offence for a person to contravene, or fail to comply with,

The Commission may, for the purposes of Part 4, assess by sugj’h
means as the Commission thinks fit the competency of persons i;
relation to a trade or declared vocation and, in appropriate cases
grant, or arrange for or approve the granting of, statements certifyin

that competer?cy_. L Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1984d any regulation,
Clause 43: Disputes and discipline . award or other determination, enterprise agreement or industrial
It a dispute arises between parties to a contract of training, or a parygreement made under that Act or an Act repealed by that Act.
to a contract of training is aggrieved by the conduct of another party, Despite subclause (1), a provision of an award or other deter-
a party to the contract may refer the matter to the Grievances angination, enterprise agreement or industrial agreement made under
Disputes Mediation Committee. thelndustrial and Employee Relations Act 1994an Act repealed
If the Commission suspects on reasonable grounds that a pargy, that Act requiring employers to employ apprentices/trainees under
to a contract of training has breached, or failed to comply with, &ontracts of training in preference to junior employees remains in full

order of the Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee under
s clause, the penalty for which is $2 500.

' Clause 44: Relation to other Acts and awards, etc.

Phis measure prevails to the extent of any inconsistency over the

provision of the contract or this Act, it may refer the matter to thefgrce.
Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee.

The Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committee must inquiran employer who employs a person under a contract of training must

into a matter referred to it under this clause and may, if it thinks fit

by

order, exercise one or more of the following powers:
it may refer the matter for consideration by some other body th

Clause 45: Making and retention of records

‘keep records as required by the Commission by notice iGtrette
gmaximum penalty: $2 500).
al

An employer must retain a record kept under subclause (1) for

is, in the opinion of the Committee, more appropriate to deal withat |east 2 years after the expiry or termination of the contract of

the matter;
it may make recommendations about various matters to the
Commission;

it may reprimand a party in default;

training to which the record relates (maximum penalty: $2 500).

PART 5: MISCELLANEOUS
Clause 46: Register

The Commission must maintain a public register containing the

it may suspend a person from his or her employment under #ollowing information:

contract of training for a period not exceeding 4 weeks com-
mencing on a date specified in the order;

it may confirm or revoke a suspension imposed under this clause
and, in the event of revocation, order the employer to pay any
wages that would, but for the suspension, have been payabl
under the contract; .
it may extend or reduce the term of a contract of training;

it rgay cancel a contract of training as at the date specified in the
order;

it may order a party to the contract to pay wages or take other
action that, in the opinion of the Committee, he or she is required
to pay or take under the contract or under Part 4;

it may excuse a party to the contract from performing one or
more of his or her obligations under the contract;

the training organisations registered under Part 3 and the scope
of the registration of the organisations;
the courses accredited under Part 3;
the institutions declared to be universities under clause 4;
the State universities;
the occupations declared by the Minister to be trades or declared
vocations;
the qualifications under the AQF in respect of which the
Commission will not register a contract of training under Part 4;
any other information (other than commercially sensitive
information) the Commission considers appropriate to the public
register.
The public register—

may be kept in the form of a computer record; and
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is to be available for inspection, without fee, during ordinary matters consequent on the repeal of that Act and the passage of this
office hours at a public office, or public offices, determined measure.
by the Commission.

The Commission must ensure that copies of material on the MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
public register can be purchased for a reasonable fee at the public

office, or public offices, at which the register is kept available for
inspection. GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING (OBJECTIVITY,

The Commission may determine that the public register canbe ~ FAIRNESSAND ACCOUNTABILITY) BILL
inspected at a website determined by the Commission.

Clause 47: Provision of information to other State and Territory TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water
registering/course accrediting bodies Resources): | lay on the table a ministerial statement made

The Commission may, from time to time, provide a registering bodyy the Hon. K.T. Griffin MLC, Attorney-General, in another
and the course accrediting body in a State or Territory with a cop! lace o ’ '

of the whole, or a part, of the register maintained by the Commissio
under this Part.

The Commission may provide the registering body and the course  STATUTES AMENDMENT (STALKING) BILL
accrediting body of each State and Territory with any information
about a training organisation obtained by the Commission in the Adjourned debate on second reading.
course of carrying out its functions under this measure. (Continued from 4 October. Page 2414.)

Thﬁ prO\Qsion of infﬁrmation under tﬂisli:lafuse may be subject ) '
to such conditions as the Commission thinks fit. .

Clause 48: Powers of entry and inspection Mr ATKINSON (Spence): In 1994, the parliament
For the purposes of Part 3 or 4, a member of the Commission, orBassed a law against stalking, and we made it section 19AA
person authorised by the Commission to exercise the powemsfthe Criminal Law Consolidation Act. To refresh members’

conferred by this section, may— o _memories, that provision states:

- enter at any reasonable time any place or premises in which A talk ther if
education and training is provided; and ) persotnls atts anotner | o ions. th
inspect the place or premises or anything in the place or prem- (2) on atleast two separate occasions, the person—
ises; and 0] follows the other person; or

loiters outside the place of residence of the
other person or some other place frequented by
the other person; or

(i) enters or interferes with property in the pos-
session of the other person; or

gives offensive material to the other person, or
leaves offensive material where it will be
found by, given to or brought to the attention
of, the other person; or

keeps the other person under surveillance; or
acts in any other way that could reasonably be
expected to arouse the other person’s appre-
hension or fear; and

i
question any person involved in education and training; and (if)
require the production of any record or document required to be
kept by or under this measure and inspect, examine or copy it.
A person exercising a power under this section must—

cahry an identity card in a form approved by the Commission; (iv)
an

produce the identity card at the request of a person in relation

to whom the power is being exercised.

Itis an offence for a person to hinder or obstruct a person in the v)
exercise of a power conferred by this clause, refuse or fail to answer (vi)
a question put under this clause or, without lawful excuse, fail to
comply with a requirement made under this clause for which there

is a penalty of $2 500. (b) the person—

A person is not obliged to answer a question under this section (i) intends to cause serious physical or mental
if the answer would tend to incriminate the person or make the harm to the other person or a third person; or
person liable to a penalty. (ii) intends to cause serious apprehension or fear.

Clause 49: False or misleading information . .
A person who makes a statement that is false or misleading in &€ House should note that the South Australian requirement

material particular (whether by reason of the inclusion or omissions quite strict in that it requires two separate occasions of
of any particular) in any information provided under this measure isstalking, as well as an intention to cause serious physical or

guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty of $2500. mental harm, or a serious apprehension of fear. Other states
Clause 50: Evidentiary provision relating to registration

In proceedings for an offence against Part 3, an allegation in th llowed, and their requirements are not quite as strict as

complaint that— those in South Australia.
a training organisation was or was not at a specified time  This bill proposes the addition or incorporation into the
registered; or stalking offence of the notion of cyberstalking, namely, using

the registration of a training organisation was at a specified timenformation technology to stalk a person. The government
subject to specified conditions; or :

a registered training organisation was at a specified time actin ays that this will include sending emails, contacting a person

outside the scope of the registration of the organisation, .rough chat rooms, posting noticgs on the interr_1et, and
will be accepted as proved in the absence of proof to the contrarydirecting the other person to offensive or threatening web
Clause 51: Gazette notices may be varied or revoked sites in such a way that it might cause physical or mental

A notice published in thé&azetteby the Commission under this harm to the victim or cause the victim to feel serious
measure may be varied or revoked by the Commission by subseque, h . f
notice in theGazette prenension or tear.

Clause 52: Service These changes are not just to the Criminal Law Consolida-
A notice or other document required or authorised to be given to otion Act but to the Domestic Violence Act and the Summary
served on a person under this measure may be given or serv@tfocedure Act so that cyberstalking could be grounds for a

peré?gilg gg_béggjltéﬁons restraining order. The opposition supports these changes. We

The Governor may make such regulations as are contemplated ere cautious in 19_94 when the stalking offence came n
or necessary or expedient for the purposes of, this measure. ecause, of course, it could have been used as a very serious

SCHEDULE 1: Grievances and Disputes Mediation Committegrestriction on people’s liberties. It is an offence that the
This Schedule provides for the constitution of the Grievances ang@olice, or a maliciously disposed person, could use against

Disputes Mediation Committee for the purposes of Part 3 or 4 ofth%m otherwise blameless individual. but | think the seven
measure. .

SCHEDULE 2: Repeal and Transitional Provisions years"exlperience we have had WiFh the stalking offence
This Schedule provides for the repeal of Weeational Education, Would indicate that it has not been misused and therefore the
Employment and Training Act 19%hd for various transitional opposition will go along with the addition of the
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cyberstalking offence. The cyberstalking offence is asompleted involving at least one stalking offence. There were
follows: 12 reports that included two stalking offences, and three that
That a person commits an offence if he or she recorded three, six and seven stalking offences respectively.
(iva) publishes or transmits offensive material by means of thelhe majority—87 per cent of the stalking offences record-
internet or some other form of electronic communicationed—had a female victim, and of those offences where there
ic?rsbur(c:)rll arYtV?gttﬁgtéﬂgr?t?fﬁii?’?ﬁéaé?ﬁg ngrggnf_ogpd by, was a female victim 43.7 per cent involved an ex-partner.
(ivb) communicates with the other person, o o others about Just under half of all the stalking offences were cleared,
the other person, by way of mail, telephonefacsimile  according to the police definition of cleared. The principal
transmission or the internet or some other form ofway of clearing the offence was by a caution. There were
elﬁdfmc comtmgrycanon ina man?]er that C°U|fd reasotﬂ-452 cautions but only 73 arrests. Of the remaining offences,
s ;efggﬁc €d to arouse apprehension ortearin gy 7 ner cent were not cleared. It seems to me that that is a
S - . sensible way for the police to proceed. Not all stalking
To go back to an interjection the minister made earlier, the, gtifies an arrest or court action, and | would think that
opposition’s anxiety in 1994 was about the misuse of the.gtioning by the police would be quite sufficient to stop the
criminal offence— offensive conduct in the great majority of cases.
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: . There were 69 finalised court cases involving at least one
Mr ATKINSON: I am not sure that the government did charge of stalking in the reporting period, but it is interesting
say that it would be misused. Actually responsible people iRy note that, in the majority of those cases, that is 46 cases
the government shared the opposition’s concern. If there hggeing two thirds of the cases), the defendant was found not
been a difficulty with the 1994 innovation, it is probably in uilty of any offence, and there was a finding of guilt in only
the area of restraining orders. | think there are problems with -ases. [ refer again to the report which states:
vexatious applications for restraining orders, which are heard
ex parte; that is, without the alleged offender present. Serious ~ = i o
allegations can be made under absolute privilege by applyingat is, if I may interpolate, where there was a finding of
for an apprehended violence order, but we have not found Uilty—
better way of dealing with those orders, and some of them ark3 involved a finding of guilt for at least one stalking charge, while

discharged because they are frivolous and vexatious, but | d’@the_ remaining eight cases the defendant was found guilty of a non-
not think there is any— stalking charge. In summary then, of the 69 cases, only 13 resulted

i . o in a guilty outcome for the charge of stalking.
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

. P . . . The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
Mr ATKINSON: No, it is part of this. Again, | know it SON: 2 : . o
is the first day of parliament that the minister has haddiﬁ?gl,rllﬁthlrglve b%ihﬁz;:zonggggiroInnst?)rfji‘t:;lsliir):esl’atlﬁf ':ﬁe
responsibility for the Attorney-General’s portfolio, but he p 9,

should know that indeed the question of restraining orders igréater difficulty is proving an intention to cause serious
part of the bill, because we are amending not just th hysmal_ormental harm.Tht_e accused_, of course,wnl_plead
Criminal Law Consolidation Act but clause 5 of the Domestic.IT_?rt] tter:]r?tilc?rgeEll'tig%négt]i?otr)%rf]?xleo?er’ ‘3’25 gnensogﬁrgg wr?t:_"th no
Violence Act and clause 6 of the Summary Procedure Act. 'I ' portg )

think the minister now stands corrected by both me and his__ The low number of convictions is possibly the result of the
practice of withdrawing a case in favour of issuing a restraining order

adviser. _ _ . ) against the defendant. In fact, stalking charges were withdrawn by
Just recently the Office of Crime Statistics published ahe prosecution in 43 of the 46 cases where the defendant was found

useful paper called ‘Stalking in South Australia: The Criminalnot guilty of any offence.

Justice Response’. | will mention some of the things conShe goes on to say:

tained in that paper to the House, because | think they are A restraining order is also more likely to be obtained than a guilty

useful in understanding the bill and the parent section of thgerdict because a charge for stalking must be proved beyond
Criminal Law Consolidation Act. The author, Jane Marshall reasonable doubt—

points out that the range of behaviours which constitutg hope the minister is paying attention to what | am saying in

stalking must occur twice in South Australia and there musfight of his earlier interjection that restraining orders were not

be an intention to cause harm, which, of course, is difficultelevant to the bill—

for the pOIICQ to prove. The maximum penalty for stalking 'Swhereas an application for a restraining order is dealt with on the
three years imprisonment. balance of probability.

Itis the police policy in South Australia to caution or warn gy, .

= ; . > . She states further:
offenders the first time they come to police attention. This is
the principal way of dealing W'th. stalking in South Australla. ment s low. While some guilty defendants will receive a suspended
The author suspects that there is a very low reporting rate fGfentence, there is a defined end date to that penalty in contrast to the
stalking offences, and states: continuous coverage of a restraining order.

Community surveys indicate that reporting rates for personal his report, which is issued by the Office of Crime Statistics,
crime are generally |0W, particularly when Compared with rates fOl'iS a most Va|uab|e document | was |nterested in What the
property crime. _ outcomes have been over the past seven years since the
In the latest crime and safety survey conducted in Southassing of this innovative defence in 1994. The opposition
Australia in October 2000, only 27 per cent of assault victimssupports the extension of the offence to cyberstalking.
and 55 per cent of robbery victims reported the offence. That
is interesting, because under this Attorney-General we have TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water
all time high rates for crime in most categories in SouthResources): | thank the opposition and other members of this
Australia. House who have not spoken—by their silence | presume that

The author of the paper says that between 1 January 1995ey intend to support the bill. | acknowledge what the
and 31 December 1999, 1 267 police incident reports wershadow attorney-general has said. To correct my earlier

Of these 21 cases—

Even if a defendant is found guilty, the likelihood of imprison-
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interjection, what | meant to say was perhaps that they wer2 October, the day after he was supposed to have made the
not wrong but that it was worth going through with the announcement.

experiment and that, thus far, that experiment has worked, Senator Hill made a mistake in not making the announce-
although the shadow attorney points out that it will always benent and his office made a further mistake in sending out the
adifficult area of law. | thank the opposition, and the shadowcongratulatory letters. Those mistakes were compounded
attorney for his constructive comments, and | look forwardoecause, when they found out that he had forgotten, his office

to the committee stage of the bill. was instructed to ring everyone to whom letters were sent and
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainindell them not to open those letters. As the person who passed
stages. this information on to me said: ‘Doesn’t this make you worry
about the current management of this country?’
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE So, formally, to date, the South Australian community,

local government and government people who have applied

TheHon. M K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water  for 2001-02 Natural Heritage Trust funding have not heard
Resources): | move: a thing and we do not know when Senator Hill will correct

That the House do now adjourn. this. Maybe when he passes through South Australia on one

of his infrequent visits to this state he might be good enough

Mr HILL (Kaurna): | want to raise a number of environ- to let people know how NHT funding is to be applied in
mental issues today in the 10 minutes that | have had thru§outh Australia. This is this competent minister, the best
upon me, grateful though | am for that. The former Ministerminister for the environment, according to the member for
for the Environment, the member for Heysen, in his contribuHeysen. Apparently, the NHT secretariat in South Australia,
tion today during private members’ time, moved a vote ofas | have been told, is going crazy with telephone calls from
confidence in, or a motion of praise for, the federal Ministemeople who are trying to find out whether or not their projects
for the Environment, Senator Robert Hill, and said what ehave been funded.
great chap he is and how he is the best environment minister Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
that this country has ever seen. | was a bit disappointed that Mr HILL: | am not sure. Obviously, some did open their
the member for Heysen was not even-handed in his commefetters. The word is that other states, except Western Aust-
tary about Senator Hill. He did not mention his refusal to sigrralia, have had the NHT announcement made. | understand
off on the Kyoto Agreement or his refusal to have anythingthat South Australia has asked for $22 926 603 for the
to do with the reduction of greenhouse gases. However, | wipp01-02 year. So, it is not a small sum of money. We are
not be churlish today. talking about almost $23 million, which is for funding most

| also note that yesterday the Minister for Water Resourcesf South Australia’s natural resource management. When the
said in answer to a question that he and Senator Hill were @$HT secretariat here rang Canberra, they got this response:
one when it came to water resources. Officially, the minister's office knows nothing about a big

An honourable member: Peas in a pod. announcement.

Mr HILL: Peas in a pod; they were brothers. Given therhe whole thing is a complete an absolute shambles;
bad blood between those two on other issues, this is perhags3 million worth of projects has been held up because this
one time when water is thicker than blood. great minister for the environment forgot to make an

Members interjecting: announcement when he was in South Australia. Then his

Mr HILL: I thought you might like that. Today, | want office sent out letters that congratulated people, and then the
to refer to Senator Hill’s failure to handle the recent NHT office rang those people and said, ‘Don’t open your letters.’
applications for South Australia. | have been advised— | hope that the Minister for Water Resources, who is in the

Mr Scalzi: Hill on Hill. chamber, can talk to his friend Senator Hill and see whether

Mr HILL: That's right—that Natural Heritage Trust he can sort out this disaster.
applications for South Australia go through a community Mr Scalzi interjecting:
assessment process and then go on to state ministers,Mr HILL: I'm glad that he lives here. That's good. The
particularly those ministers responsible for primary indust-other issue that | wanted to relate to the House concerns the
ries, environment and heritage and water resources, and thearrent government’s marine protection strategy. Members
they go off to the commonwealth. | understand that the wordnay recall that in 1999 then Premier Olsen made a commit-
from the commonwealth, after lots of hassling about thenent in what was called the ‘Marine and Estuarine Strat-
announcements of which grants had been funded for Souttgy—Our Coasts and Seas’ that a system of marine protected
Australia, was that Senator Hill was to make a big announceareas would be in place by 2003, and that included areas that
ment on 1 September—I guess as part of the electiowould be no-take areas. It was controversial, difficult to get
campaign—about the groups and programs that will béhrough and opposed by some elements of the fishing
funded. industry. Nonetheless, the commitment was made, and that

These programs are for 12 months. Advice needs to beatched the commitment that was made by the Labor Party
given because the programs have to be completed kyrior to the last election. | understand that the strategy about
September 2002. We are already near the end of Octoberthe MPAs has gone through cabinet but no announcement has
and that is the nominated end of Natural Heritage Trusyet been made.

Mark I. No-one seems to know what happened. Apparently The focus has shifted from driving a system of MPAs to
Senator Hill, while he was in South Australia, forgot to makesubsuming it within the marine plan process. That is a totally
the announcement. He did not tell the media who was to getifferent process, which would not establish marine protected
the NHT funds. Meanwhile, his office in Canberra thoughtareas but a general planning process would be in place. That
that he had made the announcement, so they sent owas going to happen without a moratorium on the roll-out of
congratulatory letters to the Bushcare funded projects oother extractive marine industries such as aquaculture,
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offshore mining, etc. This is a government that has made a In addition, two emergency airstrips were approved on
clear commitment, and now itis in the process of rolling backEyre Highway between the Nullarbor roadhouse and the
that commitment, trying to have two bob each way. South Australia-Western Australia border. The airstrips were
As | understand it, the government is doing very little tofunded by the federal government and developed by Trans-
advance the project, and there is no way in the world that port SA to provide emergency landing places, principally for
system can be in place by 2003. It seems that the MPA is nothe Royal Flying Doctor planes. The Chadwick road airstrip
on the back agenda, and that is what the Minister for Primaris completed and the Florey Dowling road strip near the
Industries, now our Premier, Premier Kerin, wants to happerhorder is scheduled for completion in this financial year. It
His department is opposed to MPAs, it is under pressure frons projects like these that provide protection and safety for all
industry and it wants to slow it down. Now the Premier is inwho travel the Eyre Highway and for fishermen in the Great
the key position to achieve that. It appears that the wholdustralian Bight and cave divers on the Nullarbor Plain.
commitment is on the back burner, and itis almost as ifitis A total of $1.3 million will be spent this financial year on
going backwards. continuing the widening of the Lincoln Highway between
| want to raise one final point in the time that | have Cowell and Tumby Bay. At present, the narrow width of
available to me. Yesterday in question time, | think, thesealed road provides a potentially dangerous situation when
Minister for Police, in a very wound-up kind of reply, transports travelling in the opposite direction pass oncoming
excelled himself in his emotional behaviour, and in histraffic. An eight kilometre section of the highway south of
response to a question he made the extraordinary claim th&owell is also being redeveloped. | was delighted that work
the Labor member for Kingston, Mr David Cox, was in was being undertaken in three different locations on the road
receipt of something like $150 000 from the trade uniorwhen | went up to Cowell recently.
movement. He said it in the context of making some claim Half a million dollars has been allocated to continue work
about it being important for members of parliament to beon the Kulpara to Port Wakefield road, providing a bonus for
honest. tourism on Yorke Peninsula and enhancing the upgrade of the
| also point out that, the day before, the member foWallaroo-Kadina road. The total upgrade over a three-year
Mawson had to apologise to Mr Elliott in the other place forperiod will cost an estimated $3.8 million. The lift that this
making extraordinary, unfounded and dishonest claims abogovernment's road sealing program has given to rural
him. Yesterday he claimed that David Cox was in receipt ofesidents has to be experienced to be believed. It is positive
$150 000 from the unions. That is totally and absolutelyproof that the government cares and, furthermore, that it puts
untrue. The Minister for Police, the great advocate of truthin place practical assistance for country people.
telling in this place, told an absolute untruth. If he has Projects to be undertaken this year include $1 million each
evidence that David Cox has $150 000 from unions foito the Burra-Eudunda and Booleroo-Jamestown roads,
funding, |1 am sure David Cox would be very impressed$4.1 million for the Hawker-Orroroo road, and $200 000 each
because his campaign will be even better funded. Thto begin preconstruction works on the Lucindale-Mount Burr
member for Mawson, the Minister for Police, should tableand Morgan-Blanchetown roads. A further section of the
that evidence in this place and be fair dinkum about what hlurray Bridge road between Bow Hill and Walkers Flat is
says, not just make outrageous claims trying to slur a goosicheduled for sealing this financial year, and there is
member of federal parliament in a desperate attempt to try t$1.75 million to complete the final 15 kilometre sealing of the
shore up the opportunities for his own candidate in that seabwan Reach to Purnong road. The final 26 kilometre section
of the Morgan-Blanchetown road is being designed, and
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): The road story under the preconstruction for completion of sealing is scheduled for
Liberal state government is exciting. One of our first tasks ag002-03.
a government was to put in place a 10-year commitment to By July next year, the state government’s investment in
seal all rural arterial roads by 2004. The progressive sealingad sealing projects in that region of the state will complete
of these roads is providing an impetus for all manner ofa sealed link along the eastern side of the Murray River
associated works, particularly in the area of tourism. | anbetween the South-Eastern Freeway near Murray Bridge and
personally excited to see the Kimba-Cleve road completethe Sturt Highway at Blanchetown. Sections of the Farrell
and $1.75 million to seal a further 15 kilometres of theFlat road between Clare and Hanson have been upgraded at
Elliston-Lock road. The latter road is one that many claimedh cost of $350 000. The state government has accelerated its
would never be sealed. strategy to build new overtaking lanes across the state’s
While talking about roads on Eyre Peninsula, it is timelyregional arterial road network, thus improving safety and
for me to commend the Streaky Bay District Council for thereducing the risk of road crashes, serious injury and death.
funds it has allocated to tourism roads in its region. The Two overtaking lanes, one in each direction, will be built
council district contains many significant attractions, such asn the Riddoch Highway between Mount Gambier and
the only mainland sea lion colony at Point Labatt. BetterTarpeena, on the Princes Highway north of Tantanoola
roads attract more tourists who spend money locally, and thiSaves, on the Princes Highway between Kingston and
improves the local economy and employment situations. Meningie, on the Berri-Loxton road, and between Myponga
My electorate is, | believe, the most stimulating in theand Normanville. A commitment of $6 million annually over
state because of the diversity, complexity and number athe next four years is in addition to the federal government’s
issues that affect it. For instance, the Eyre Highway, th&18.5 million to progressively build 17 overtaking lanes on
principal road linking east and west Australia, passes acroshe Sturt Highway between Gawler and the Victorian border.
the peninsula and carries an enormous volume of traffic that The Rural Arterial Roads Program has provided a
includes a large proportion of heavy transports and passengeamework for the orderly development of transport infra-
buses. The Liberal federal government has put $30 milliorstructure in rural and regional South Australia. The 2001-02
into widening this road between Lincoln Gap and Ceduna tatate budget provides another $10 million for this $75 mil-
improve safety. lion, 10-year project—double last year’s allocation.
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The program has been such a success that the concepthst will return immediate and long-term benefits to the heavy

being continued on regional roads of economic significancezehicle industry.
The Regional Roads Program, which was launched in June The $7.7 million upgrade and seal of Gomersal Road will
last year, acknowledges the need to assist councils in regiona¢ completed this financial year. Funds are made up of
South Australia to seal local roads which attract increase#5.925 million from the state government, $430 000 from the
heavy vehicle use due to increased economic activity anBarossa and Light Regional Council, and $1.370 million from
which are beyond the resources of local councils alone tthe federal government through the special local roads and
maintain at a serviceable safe standard. safety and minor urgent works programs. This project will

The state government investment of $8.8 million over fourdeliver considerable benefits to the Barossa region by
years will attract about $5 million from local councils, providing an alternative freight route to and from the Barossa
ensuring that $13.8 million is invested in local regional roadsvalley, removing significant heavy vehicle flow from the
by the end of the 2004-05 financial year. Last month, thd3arossa Valley Way. The provision of a safer, more efficient
Minister for Transport and Urban Planning, the Hon. Dianaand direct transport link will assist commercial development
Laidlaw, opened a newly sealed 15 kilometre section of thavithin the Barossa area and will underpin the region's
Purnong-Murray Bridge road that is a key transport andgubstantial contribution to the state’s economy.
tourism link in the region. The $1.1 million project was Inthe Outback of South Australia, the $14.4 million road
undertaken in conjunction with the City of Murray Bridge, budget includes $2.2 million to complete the Balcanoona-
Mid Murray Council and the District Council of Karoonda Arkaroola tourist road, and $1.9 million for the Oodnadatta
East Murray. The road provides a secondary link to théfrack between William Creek and Coward Springs. Fifteen
Riverland from the Fleurieu and Murray Mallee regions,kilometres of the Birdsville Track between Clifton Hills and
servicing produce packing sheds and tourist traffic headindylount Gason and 50 kilometres between Mount Gason Bore
to holiday shacks along the river. It is the type of regionaland Mitta Mitta Bore will cost $1.9 million, and $2 million
development that has been neglected in the past by thell be spent on the Strzelecki Track between Popes Bore,
previous government. The direct effect, and the number oBtrzelecki Crossing and the Cobbler Sandhills, a distance of
people who are touched positively, expand exponentially. 62 kilometres.

The eight successful projects for 2001-02 in this program ~ The state government is continually monitoring the road
are: Wallaroo heavy vehicle bypass, $500 000; Koolunga thetwork for safety reasons and where a problem is identified
Brinkworth Road, $357 000; Bratten Way (that is, theaction is then instituted. The installation of a roundabout at
Cummins to Mount Hope road in my electorate), $700 0000ne of Waikerie’s busiest and most hazardous intersections
Meatworks Road, Bordertown, $110 000; Tollner Road 1 andp just one instance. The government is jointly funding the
Tollner Road 2, South-East, $128 000; Saltwell Road, Cap&160 000 project with the District Council of Loxton
Jaffa, $100 000; and Dublin to Mallala Road (saleyards)Waikerie. The complex five-way intersection has failed to
$305 000. qualify for the federal government’s ‘black spot’ funding,

All the state government funds are sourced from Souttpecause the reported vehicle crash level is lower than at other
Australia’s share of the national increases in heavy vehicl§ites across the state.
registration charges that came into effect on 1 July 2000. Motion carried.

Governments are often accused of not spending on the road
system money that is collected from motorists and transpo
operators through taxes and charges. The South Australi
state government is the or_1|y state government tha_t has Corrigendum:
‘quarantined’ the increases in heavy vehicle charges into a

dedicated fund for re-investment in the sealing of local roads Page 2299—Column 1—Line 1—Delete ‘not'.

At 4.16 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday
October at 2 p.m.



