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clearly some issues that seem to be consistent with the
comments that the member has made in his presentation of
this bill. However, | think that this bill has gone too far,
particularly in one major area. | think that members opposite,
when they read it and think about it, would also see the same
difficulties.

When you place a restriction on government and say that
one particular department, in this case the Department of
Industry and Trade, cannot talk about packages, assistance
grants, or whatever you like to call them, for more than

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: $200 000 that is really not in the real world. There would be

That, should the committee complete a report while the Hous ery feyv assistance packages t_hat need to come before the
is not sitting, the committee may present the report to the Speaképdustries Development Committee that would be smaller
who is authorised, upon presentation, to publish the report prior tthan that sum of money. | know that there are some, but the
the tabling of the report. majority are far, far greater than that. To say to any govern-

Motion carried. ment, whether it is our government or a future government,
Liberal or Labor, that it cannot sit down, discuss, progress,
and then recommend to the parliamentary committee on any
matter more than $200 000 is just ridiculously restrictive as
far as | am concerned.

TheHon. R.B. Such: You can amend it, can’'t you?

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | move: TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | do not believe that we
That this House concur with the resolution of the Legislativeneed to do that because, again, you place another hypothetical

Council contained in message No. 130, namely, that, should theestriction on the government—whether it be $1 million or
committee complete its report while both houses are not sitting, thgz million

committee may present its report to the Presiding Officers of the Mr CI .k . T

Legislative Council and the House of Assembly who are hereby M Clarke intérjecting: o ,

authorised, upon presentation, to publish and distribute that report The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It is interesting that the
prior to the tabling of the report in both houses of parliament. member opposite makes some comment that we do not take
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TheSPEAKER (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald) took the chair at
10.30 a.m. and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON DETE FUNDED
SCHOOLS

JOINT COMMITTEE ON IMPACT OF DAIRY
DEREGULATION ON THE INDUSTRY IN SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

Motion carried.

NATIVE VEGETATION (ORDERS TO ESTABLISH
VEGETATION) AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 17 May. Page 1584.)

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:
That this Order of the Day be discharged.
Motion carried.

MOTOROLA INQUIRY (POWERSAND
PRIVILEGES) BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 29 March. Page 1220.)

Mr CONLON (Elder): | move:
That this Order of the Day be discharged.
Motion carried.

INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT (ASSISTANCE TO
PRESCRIBED BUSINESSES) AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 16 November 2000. Page 582.)

any notice of it. This particular bill was set up in the early
1940s and it was set up for one specific reason. It was set up
so that both sides of this House, the government and the
opposition, could sit down on matters of importance to the
state in terms of industry and development, which could be
looked at in a bipartisan way and supported by the parliamen-
tary committee. One of the pluses of this committee until
recent times has been that the committee has worked in a very
strong bipartisan way. It has questioned a large number of
projects, and it has got answers and has changed directions
of some governments, in a number of projects, and that is
how it ought to work. Unfortunately, it has been politicised.
That is always going to happen in time, but unfortunately at
this particular time it is politicised because there is not the
same stability in that committee. There are Independents
involved and that creates difficulties.

But we have to remember that over a long period of time
this committee has worked in the best interests of the state.
As | said when | started off, there is some desire and, |
believe, need to make some changes. One of the important
changes which | think does need to be made, which | do not
think this bill picks up sufficiently, is that the committee does
need to be respected. The committee does need to be given
the position it deserves to be given in terms of information.

It ought to be getting all of the information that it requires in

a reasonable time frame. | notice in the report that the
honourable member mentioned, in putting this bill forward,
that there was concern about the time taken by government

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): | rise to make a departments to get information. Clearly, that can be sorted out
few comments in relation to this particular bill. | note with by the committee, in my view, without having to change the
interest that— act.

Mr Conlon: Tell us about TeleTrak. The second point made by the member in relation to the

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | might do that, too, and | report concerns this issue of commercial confidentiality. |
might add a few more things as we go through. | want tchave had the privilege of being involved in a whole lot of
make some comments in relation to the bill, which has someommercial arrangements in industry and trade, and if we
validity. The Industries Development Act has not beenactually believe in this parliament that we can continually run
amended for a long time and, when | was minister, there wereut all of those negotiations between government and
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business and expect business to still deal with South Australizetween now and the election, if he wishes to bring it back
we are kidding ourselves. No other government in thisagain, but in the meantime this sort of nonsense ought to be
country exposes itself, or the people it is dealing with, to thatliscarded in the rubbish bin where it deserves to be.

extent.

Having said that, there have been some changes recom- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | certainly have a
mended by this government, and carried out by this goverrview on this bill, being, as | am, a member of the Industries
ment as a result of the opposition probing; as an example tHeevelopment Committee and a member of the Economic and
SA Water contract, and there is now a series of agreeffinance Committee. | will not be supporting the bill. I do not
positions put down, and if that is not sufficient they need tdoelieve that the bill will lead to better accountability. In fact,
be modified. But to go out and insist that every ‘i’ and everywhat | believe is that the bill, if it were to pass and become
‘t’ that is dotted in contracts be made public is just Mickey an act, would result in a government—a government of any
Mouse and nonsense. Anyone who believes that is not in thgolitical persuasion—being unreasonably curtailed in its
real world. That is one of the problems we have in this placeability to develop a coherent and cogent industry policy. We
that every now and again we get people who are in cuckowould finish up with management of industry policy by
land. They actually think that because they are in heregommittee. | do not think a Labor government, particularly,

because they have some understanding— would want to be so hamstrung, and certainly a Liberal
Mr Clarkeinterjecting: government would not want to be so curtailed.
TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: You will have an oppor- Governments are elected to govern. Parliaments are there
tunity to speak in time. for a different purpose. They are not there to govern; they are
Mr Clarke interjecting: there to make laws, to ensure that there is accountability, by

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: If you have a look at that all means, and to ensure that they act as a watchdog on
report, you will find that all of that was progressing and hasggovernment, but not to, in effect, dictate policy and to act as
been fixed. There are no hassles with that. a government. In fact, that separation of powers is something

Mr Clarke interjecting: that we hold truly important within the Westminster system.

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: It is always interesting The amendments proposed in this bill would confuse
when the member for Ross Smith comes in and interjectsiccountability to parliament. They would place untenable
The member for Ross Smith ought to talk about his owrrestrictions on the capacity of the government to set and
defection and why he has left this brilliant young party thatpursue policy objectives. They would provide minimal useful
he is supposed to be part of. If that is not a person in cuckoadditional public information on the provision of incentives.
land I'd like to know what it is. But let us get back to the They would deter some investors from selecting South
subject that we are debating. | always enjoy economists whaustralia, hence there would be a cost in investment and jobs.
have never worked in the real world, who come in here as &nd they would have an effect on increasing the cost of the
member of this place and say, ‘We have to change this worldnvestment attraction program. Accordingly, | am sure that
because | know how it works and | know how we can chang¢he government will not be supporting the proposed amend-
the whole real world out there.” My only comment to thosements but will continue what it is already doing, that is,
people is, ‘Put your own money up. Invest your own moneyensuring that there is maximum openness, accountability and
and find out, when dealing with government, that you cannotransparency in relation to investment incentives.
have a system that continually exposes and shows to the Anyone who has been a member of the Industries
community all the transactions which are carried out.’ ThaDevelopment Committee knows that both sides of the house
does not mean in any way that things cannot be clear anget to see the proposals and get to consider the facts; they
should not be straight, because they ought to be, and | am nbave a briefing from the department on the proposals; and
suggesting in any way that that should not be the case. they have access to the information in an open and fair way.

This bill is ludicrous because it attempts to hamstringWhat they do with it after that is up to them. But there is a
government in a way that no government—and when it looksnechanism that is working quite effectively to ensure that
at this | would think that the opposition would know this aseveryone gets a good look at matters being considered by
well—would be able to make it work. It is a pity that that is government in respect of industry assistance. This bill
the case because the member has brought up some interestggentially proposes that the government would be unable to
and important points. But let us look at the bill in totality and provide industry assistance of $200 000 or more unless the
at how governments would make this sort of change work.assistance is recommended by the IDC. So we have the

There are a whole lot of other areas that have beemdustries Development Committee becoming the govern-
referred to by the member, but, in relation to the main onegnent: it will recommend what industry assistance will be
the $200 000 limit is just not real, and anybody who believeoffered.
that, as | said, is in cuckoo land. Secondly, the issue of The member who has proposed the bill would know better
commercial confidentiality has to be recognised, but we havihan most how ineffective this could be in the event of a hung
to put in place, as the opposition has rightly pointed out tgarliament. At the moment we have a hung parliament, and
this parliament, some rules that enable that to be handled! Ido not need to tell anyone that. In fact, the parliamentary
do not believe that the majority of members in opposition dacommittee process has at times become somewhat of a farce.
not understand that, because I think they do, and I think evelm a Westminster system, parliamentary committees are
the Deputy Leader understands that, too. | think that théntended to act as a watchdog. They are intended, generally,
Deputy Leader, unlike the member who put this forwardto submit unanimous reports. They give individual members
does understand business through her own family transaof parliament an opportunity to ask questions, to seek further
tions. information and to ensure that accountability is being adhered

I think that this bill ought to be discarded. If the memberto by government. But they are not there to broach the
wants to sit down with a few of us and sort out how the actraditions of this place. They are not there to spear off on
can be improved, | think that could be done in the timepolitical agendas, to head off on witch-hunts, to deliberately
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obstruct the government from governing or to so prostituteo invest industry assistance money in the industries of
the Westminster process that government can longer govertmamorrow. But the responsibility for that policy development
We have seen quite a bit of this in the last four years wherenust be with government: it must not be with the parliamen-
in my personal view, the parliamentary committee procestary committee. And that is the fundamental flaw, in my
has been used for purely political objectives with a view toview, with the bill before us: it seeks to undermine the power
blatant obstructionism, with the very view— invested in government to develop and steer a cogent industry
Mr Snelling interjecting: development policy and harness it in the form of an industry
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: I will wait for the member for ~ development committee, a parliamentary committee. Thatis
Playford’s contribution to the same sex superannuation actiot the purpose of parliamentary committees. It is not the
I very much look forward to it, and we will deal with the purpose of parliamentary committees to govern. It is not the
member for Playford’s interjection at that time. The point ispurpose of parliamentary committees to develop and
not to obstruct or to conduct maximum mayhem, which wasmplement industry policy. It is the purpose of parliamentary
the object of the Labor Party at the beginning of this term ofcommittees to ensure that accountable government is in place
office. The object of the parliamentary committees is to workin the state. Present arrangements do that and the government
cooperatively within the traditions and the precedents of théas a commitment to see it so.
Westminster process to effectively ensure that government Time expired.
is accountable. It is not there to obstruct and, in fact, the
amendments proposed in this bill will empower the IDCto  Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | support the views of the
stop the government from governing. member for Fisher with respect to this legislation, and | must
I will look forward to hearing whether members oppositesay that | was a bit concerned when | heard the member for
actually support this bill and whether they look forward with Bragg's contribution, because he alone has caused me to rise
glee to the prospect of having a future Labor government sto my feet on this subject. He had a few unkind remarks to
curtailed by the IDC that it could not offer an effective make about some people in this place apparently being in
industry program. In a hung parliament it would probably becloud cuckoo land: heaven forbid, some members of parlia-
quite interesting to see what an IDC, which a Labor government want parliamentary scrutiny and accountability of where
ment had no control of, might do to interfere with the Laborthe taxpayers’ dollars go with respect to industry assistance.
government’s ability to get on with industry assistance,| always thought it was a hell of a hide for the member for
because that is what this bill would do. This bill would Bragg to raise this point, being the minister responsible at the
further enhance the capacity of the IDC to issue guidelinetime when $41 million of taxpayers’ money was spent on a
which the government must adhere to in determining theoccer development when the state did not even own the land
value of any assistance provided. And the IDC would haveand the City of Charles Sturt was then able to extract a very
the power to promulgate a prescribed list of matters which igood financial deal. | do not blame it for taking advantage of
must consider before making a recommendation. There wouldie situation. But the government had to buy back the land
be a requirement to notify the IDC of assistance agreementgpon which it built its own house, at a cost to the taxpayers
entered into and a requirement for the IDC to report toof $41 million. The member for Bragg has the hide to come
parliament on each agreement entered into by the goverinto this place and say that members such as the member for
ment, outlining a whole range of data. If you want to stop aFisher are apparently in cloud cuckoo land.
government from providing industry assistance, this bill isthe We heard last night, with respect to the changes to the Port
way to do it. Stanvac indenture, simple questions, | would have thought,
Should there be a Labor government in the near future, posed to the relevant minister responsible in this House for
am sure it would have its plans on how it wanted to stimulatéhe passage of that legislation. This issue involved not state
industry development. | am sure future Liberal governmentg¢axpayers’ money as such but certainly that of the ratepayers
will similarly have those plans and you certainly do not wantof the City of Onkaparinga—a cut back in income of some
the IDC or a parliamentary committee dictating to the$700 000. But there was no information provided to this
government what it will or will not do. House as to whether the continued existence of the Stanvac
| do, however, share some of the member for Fisher'sefinery would be guaranteed. In fact, the minister said there
concerns about our general approach to industry developmenere no guarantees with respect to full-time equivalent
assistance, and | understand that the member has put the Isitaffing levels at the refinery over X number of years, or
forward with the best of intentions. | cannot, however,whatever, so that we could say to the ratepayers of Onka-
support the minutiae of the bill and the detailed provisiongaringa, ‘Well, you have wisely invested $700 000, in a
that it would bring into force. Where | will agree with himis sense, because you are going to guarantee 300 full-time
that governments would be well advised to ensure that theiquivalent jobs for at least the next 10 years, and these are the
industry assistance funding focused upon innovation and oeaconomic benefits of having the refinery in your area.’
supporting industries that are likely to create snowball effects The issues raised by the member for Fisher under this bill
within the economy, and on encouraging industries which usare very relevant and | understand that the member for Waite
our brain power rather than our muscle power and which relys also a member of the Economic and Finance Committee—
on the state’'s competitive advantages rather than updme can correct me if | am wrong but | am pretty sure that that
competing with other nations that have greater competitivés the case—and a most undistinguished member of that
advantages than we have, such as labour market costs or otieiemmittee, as | would take it. | have had just a brief read of
factors of production. the committee’s recommendations, which were unanimous.
The member for Fisher understands that industry assisthere was no dissenting comment from the member for
ance policy is vital to ensuring the sustainable growth of th&Vaite with respect to the recommendations of the Economic
South Australian economy, and he understands that the wand Finance Committee of which he purports to be such an
to do that is not necessarily to build warehouses or infrastru@ugust member—a committee chaired by no other than that
ture for old economy—old industry companies—but ratheraugust father of the House, the member for Stuart.
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I must say that there was no dissenting comment fromthe The Committee was disappointed and frustrated with the
member for Stuart with respect to the recommendations of tr@nSIdefadb{e !?ngth OI_tlme gtook songe G?Vemm_ent Dte;]partpents
; ; ; ; respond to its questions. On a number of occasions, the informa-
E_conom|c and Finance C?ommntee. I understand that his .he.‘d%n ultimately provided to the Committee was incomplete and failed
did not shake when he signed off the report, as the Presiding satisfactorily address the Committee’s concerns.

Member of that committee—and the member for Stuart is not .
known to be shy about his views. If | can put it to the member/Vhat the member for Bragg and the member for Waite are

for Waite, unless he was asleep at the time of the signing oft"9Uing is, ‘Let us just trust that the government of the day

of this recommendation on page 60, point 12, the unanimouill do the right thing.” Well, | am afraid that we do not. It
recommendation of this august body, this all powerful'S N0t Simply because the Liberal Party happens to be in

Economic and Finance Committee. is as follows: government, from my point of view. It is just that it has been
' ) proven to be spectacularly inept with respect to the state’s

The governmentintroduce amendments to the Industry Develofinances. and | need refer only to Motorola, the Hindmarsh
ment Act 1941 to ensure: ! . - !
) ~ Soccer Stadium, Galaxy, and $28 million up there at The
And there are a number of dot points, the second of which evels—although | know that it has gone to someone else
states: now. However, that money would have done a lot of good in
all government financial assistance packages with a totai€as such as the seat of Frome in Port Pirie, in terms of
value in excess of $200 000 must be submitted to the Industrgetting the best result for the taxpayers’ dollar in some of
Development Committee for endorsement; those rural and regional areas, which the Liberal Party is only

I would have thought that perhaps the member for Bragg wals!st now discovering, because of its fear of an electoral

referring to his government colleagues, including that augudtacklash.

member, the member for Stuart, as being in cloud-cuckoo- | support the member for Fisher’s bill. | believe that it

land. should pass through the second reading stage, and in the
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: committee stage we can examine gach clause and, if Fhe
Mr CLARKE: | wish you would just read your own government can come up with plausible amendments with

report, member for Waite: | wish you would read your own respect to it, | would look at those favourably. We do not

recommendations. The Presiding Member's foreword to thé/nt to inhibit the development of the state. But, overall, it
report states, in the fifth paragraph, as follows: is parliament that is accountable and responsible for how we

] ] ) _expend the taxpayers’ dollars, and when we have executive
pertopmon e JoAL i Goss s Bl o SheguagEyement that docs stpid (ings—such s spendin
framew%rk for the assessment of assistance applications gy the#1 million to build a soccer stadium on land that it does not
Industries Development Committee. This can be illustrated by th@wn—I think that is a dramatic call for the need for parlia-
fact that over the last two years 40 per cent of industry assistanamentary oversight.

packages in excess of $200 000 were not referred to the Industries

Development Committee. TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Minerals
That does not mean that it is a total of $200 000 that has neind Energy): | rise to join those on this side of the House
been scrutinised. It is all those applications—and | do notvho have expressed concern about the bill. In doing so, |
know exactly how many applications there are, but 40 peacknowledge the intent of the member for Fisher. | know the
cent of them were in excess of $200 000. We are talkingnember for Fisher well, and | have had the privilege of
about a considerable sum of money for the state of Soutberving around the cabinet table with him for three years. It
Australia. And let us get these things in perspective. Thés that factor that surprises me in relation to the nature of this
Economic and Finance Committee found that, in the 10 yeahill, because | know the member for Fisher to be a well-
period 1989 to 1999, the South Australian government speiittentioned member, and | know that he is very scrupulous
more than $660 million on industry assistance. Souttabout ensuring processes of public accountability. But the
Australia’s entire budget is about $6 billion a year. Themember for Fisher knows full well, because he has served
federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs has a budget iraround the cabinet table for three years, the import of
excess of $9 billion. So, in terms of the sums of moneyensuring that government is able to make decisions that
proposed by the member for Fisher, | believe that, whergovern its own destiny; and that the government has the
there are some difficulties with his exact wording or theunfettered opportunity to attract business to this state.
limits that he set with respect to at what stage these industry Few in this chamber could seriously claim that govern-
assistance packages should be given as a full report f@ent has not derived significant opportunity for our state
parliament or to the IDC, we could deal with that in commit- through the ability to be able to offer industry attraction to
tee. But that does not mean that we should kill off this ideétompanies_ It is not a process that is new to government.
at the second reading stage. It means that we may want ffdeed, it is a process that is practised by governments of all
finetune it, but not kill it stone dead. If one looks at our entirepolitical persuasions—of course, some perhaps not with the
state budget of about $6 billion, one will see that, in a 10 yeagame finesse as others. The Labor Party does have a very
period, we have industry assistance in excess of $660 millioorry track record for the way in which it has used industry
We are talking about a considerable sum of money as ajcentive packages. | certainly would advocate that proper
overall percentage of our state budget. checks and balances ought to be in place, but those proposed

TheHon. R.B. Such: That is only what we can find— by the member for Fisher cause a number of dilemmas.

Mr CLARKE: As the member for Fisher interjects, that  As | see it, they have the ability to confuse the accounta-
is only what the Economic and Finance Committee could findility to parliament. They place untenable restrictions on the
and wheedle out of the various government departments. Asapacity of government to set and pursue policy objectives.
that fearless fighter, the member for Stuart, the Presidinghey provide minimal useful additional public information
Member of the committee, points out in his report, in theon the provision of incentives, frankly. They do, however,
second paragraph: have the potential to deter some investors from selecting
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South Australia and, hence, the member's amendments could So, in short, the net effect would be that some investments
cost investment and jobs to our state, and they also couldould not be secured and the cost of investment attraction
have the effect of increasing the cost of the investmentvould, by necessity, then be ratcheted up because there
attraction program. would be an extra cost of doing business with South Aust-
Knowing the member for Fisher as | do, | would be ralia. | would argue that there are presently adequate avenues
staggered if he would want to see those things happen. | cevailable to ensure that the appropriate accountability and
not believe that it would be his intention for those things toScrutiny occur without damaging the jobs and economic
occur. The challenge that remains for us, as members @owth being achieved in South Australia.
parliament, is to determine whether it is possible to salvage Key features of the policy germane to the proposed
his bill in any way, shape or form and still improve the amendments to the Industries Development Act include: that
accountability provisions to the public. | would argue that theall incentives involving more than $500 000 are referred to
accountability provisions that are in place serve us well, buthe IDC for recommendation or review if circumstances are
that is not to say that there is not room for improvement. required by a government decision before that is practicable.

With respect to the amendments proposed by the membdo other state in Australia has such a mechanism, and it is
for Fisher, in essence, he proposes that, first, the governmefPortant to reflect on that fact, bearing in mind that other
would be unable to provide industry assistance of $200 00Btates are our competitors for investment attraction. While we
or more unless that assistance had been recommended by 3 @lways argue that we are indeed one country, the fact is
Industry Development Commission. The IDC, if it has thatthat states d_o compete for busm_ess and attract investors. No
power, will effectively bog down the ability of a government other state in Australia has this sort of requirement and
to make decisions about investment attraction. therefore we would put a hurdle in front of companies to

If a qovernment does not have the capacity not onl tA'nvest in South Australia. This government has been about

9 pacily y removing hurdles to investment in South Australia.

make those decisions to attract industry but also to make - -
those decisions in a short period and vary those decisions South Australians well know that during the bleak years

depending on competitive influences in other jurisdictions nolf;]fvé‘;:)nor igog&rjrt'?iﬁtsttrgﬁ;e hz\fvzethgl:rcv%r%lgs\/eh?é?rlliietjo
only within but also outside Australia, we run the very real 9 :

risk of losing investment to our state. That means running thi10S€ hurdies, we have investment dollars coming into our
very real risk of losing the momentum that has been estal tate and the last _thlng we wantto do, W'.th all due respectto
lished in the state in relation to new jobs and reduce he member for Fisher, is place hurdles in front of investors

unemployment yet again. For that one reason alone, | would advocate that

0 . this bill cannot proceed in its present form.
Again, it stands as a matter of established fact that this TheHon. R.B. Such: Why does it work so well in

government has considerably improved employmenf o rica?
prospects of South Australians. The diversity and availability e Hon WA MATTHEW: The member for Fisher
of jobs and the number of people employed have all imyyqects “Why does it work so well in America?’ He knows,

proved, while at the same time the number of unemployelg, -5 e he has looked at legislation—and this does not truly
has dropped dramatically. That is not a situation that thiseqe .t \what occurs there—and because he has sat around the
government would like to see put needlessly under thregl,inet taple, how the states compete for business. This
through short-sighted legislative action of this parliament. ;14 hut South Australia as an investment destination at a
~ The amendments also propose the capacity of the IDC tgisadvantage with the rest of our nation. It would mean that,
issue guidelines that the government must adhere t0 igod forbid, the Labor states of Victoria, New South Wales,
determining the value of any assistance proposed: in othej,eensland, Tasmania and Western Australia and the Labor
words, a capacity to restrict the policy making decisions Oterritories of the ACT and the Northern Territory would
government, and that is a limitation on the process and abilit)ﬁctua"y start to get an advantage. At the moment, because
of government to govern that is not in the best interests of thghere are Labor governments in those states, we have a
state. It would also establish a prescribed list of matters whicBompetitive advantage. Business would much rather invest

the IDC must consider before making a recommendation. i 3 state with a Liberal government and one that will not put
establishes a requirement to notify the IDC of assistancgyrdies in front of it.

agreements entered into and a requirement for the IDC to py Conlon interjecting:
report to parliament on each agreement entered into by the The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Elder
government, outlining t'hings such as the person assis@ed, tiﬁ@ay well come in and laugh, but the appalling incompetence
nature and type of assistance, the dollar value of assistangg gre seeing in governments in the eastern states delivered
and the IDC findings in relation to the proposal. for us a Liberal federal government. The incompetence of
As | started to outline, those amendments put forward by abor governments in states around Australia delivered John
the member for Fisher, while | believe done with the rightHoward victory.
intent, will provide an untenable limitation on governmentto  Time expired.
make decisions in the best interests of our state. One of the
effects of the amendments would be to ensure that the full Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): I, like quite a few of my
details of individual assistance packages were made publaolleagues on this side of the House, rise to indicate that |
soon after agreements were entered into. | am concerned thaill not be supporting this measure, and | hope to spend the
such detailed disclosure in the time frame proposed—it imext few minutes discussing why | will not be supporting it.
important to reflect on ‘in the time frame proposed'—would As the minister has just said, there is some sound intent
actually inhibit some investors from choosing South Australisbehind this and | do not walk away from that, but | have some
as their location and would have the effect of providingserious problems with the bill as it stands. | say this as
negotiating benchmarks for competitive states and subsequestmeone who has spent his life working in the private sector.
investors. Working in the private sector is something that quite a few
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members do not understand, particularly those opposite, whalued at $200 000 or more unless the provision of that assistance
have a very limited understanding of the real world—thehas been recommended by the committee in accordance with this act.

private sector, where wealth is generated and created. Afhe pjll prevents the government from providing any more
they know about is how to strip that wealth out of thehan $200 000 of assistance to any industry, any development
productive part of the economy and try to redistribute it intosr any commercial enterprise unless it has been recommended
the unproductive part of the economy. We have to be veryy the Industries Development Committee. | say that that is
careful. . . light years away from the recommendation in the Economic

I am not saying that we should not be shifting wealth fromang Finance Committee’s report where it says that such
highly productive parts of the economy to the less productivematters should be referred to the Industries Development
but we have to be careful that we do not kill the goose thagommittee for its endorsement. It is a different matter
lays the golden egg. In fact, we have to be out there encouragttogether. | note the recommendations of the Economic and
ing that goose to lay as many golden eggs as it possibly capinance Committee and | know where they are coming from,
That is where this measure fails miserably. and accountability is something which this government does

| take the opportunity to reflect on a couple of commentshot shy away from and has not shied away from, but there are
made by the member for Ross Smith. | was a little takertertain imperatives. What we have been spectacularly
aback by the way hevove adiscussion about the soccer successful at in this state is getting that part of the economy
stadium into this matter. On my understanding, the soccefhich creates wealth and grows wealth off its knees, because
stadium had nothing to do with trying to encourage newthat is where we found itin 1993. That is where everyone in
investment but was intended to provide a facility for thesputh Australia knew where the economy was in 1993.
community of South Australia. | take the opportunity 10 Ager 10 years of Labor government, it was absolutely on
remind the member for Ross Smith that the construction of | nees. If the member for Elder and the member for Ross
the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium cost $26.5 million. The Laboémith aré proud of the record of the Bannon Labor govern-

Party does itself a great disservice by talking about $41 m”?nent, then they should stand up and tell everyone in South

lion because a whole heap of other issues were involved. T%stralia that they are proud of that record—and | doubt
construction of the Hindmarsh stadium cost $26.5 mi”ionwhether they have the guts to do that. We had a deliberate
andif the Lapor Rarty— plan and a deliberate policy to get the economy of South
Mr Clarke interjecting: i Australia back on its feet and one thing underlying that policy
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith.  \yas providing jobs for South Australians. | am very proud to
Mr WILLIAMS: The overall cost of the Hindmarsh pe part of a government that can hold its head up and, for the
Soccer Stadium was $26.5 m|II|op, and you cannot get awajjrst time in many years, in fact certainly in my memory, say
from that. If the Labor Party thinks soccer is not worththat the unemployment rate in South Australia is within .1 of
spending a few dollars on in order to encourage it, where wag percentage point of the national average. | cannot remember
the Labor Party when the Australian soccer team was ifyhen that last occurred. That is the result of what we have
Uruguay a few days ago? The other comment of the membefeen doing through industry development in South Australia.
for Ross Smith to which | refer is his suggestion that this My other points relate to what industrial development

Liberal government was ‘spectacularly inept’ with the State’%ncentives do and how we provide the assistance. It provides

i ! - : . .
flnz?rnhces We:ld vt\)/ell,hwell. larly | conomic drivers and jobs, it cranks up the economy and it
at would be the most spectacularly inept statement ji, .o 5565 the total tax take which allows us to provide the

have heard in this House in a long time. | suggest that thSIher services which the community demands such as

member for Ross Smith compare where the economy, t hools, hospitals and policing—the sorts of things that the

unemployment level, the investmentin important infrastruc,, . mpers opposite continually chant, whinge and whine

ture facilities (including the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium) to ;1 + However they have never had a plan for how to pay
provide for industry and so on is now in South Australia ' ’

compared with where it was in the late 1980s and earlyfaor it or how to run an economy which will pay for it. How
. . . ide th ist ?1ti t i th h h
1990s. He will see that when his colleagues on that side of thg(J we provide the assistance? It s not provided through cas

X . - dvances to wealthy companies. It is provided by giving
House had their hands on the purse strings of this state—thig.ontives; including incentives through the ICPC (Industrial

most s?ec'g?cul?rzlylpept admtl)nlstrﬁltlon y:ﬁt hats tevertﬂad € ommercial Premises Corporation) constructing commercial
ﬁa‘flse o sit on the Treasury benches of this state—they ggtemises which are then leased on a lease buy back scheme
italfwrong. dto the businesses.

I come back to the bill. The member for Fisher has sai . . , L .
that the bill is based on the 31st report of Economic an No money is going out of the state's budget; itis a!l paid
Finance Committee. | refer the House to the committee%aCk’ but it gives companies a leg up and enables the industry
recommendation 12 which states: o start up here in South Australia. It is done through giving
holidays on payroll taxes and other government charges and

The government introduced amendments to the Industrie ot s ; ;
Development Act 1941 to ensure all government financial faxes. We are assisting by giving holidays to companies on

assistance packages with a total value in excess of $200 000 must B¥2ney which would never appear in the budget of this state.
submitted to the Industries Development Committee for endorséWithout giving those incentives, the taxpayer would not have
ment. got that money. We are not giving cash advances which is the
| did not grab the House’s copy of th@xford English mostimportant'thing we should bg saying. | could say much
Dictionary to look up the meaning of the word ‘endorse- more, but | notice that | am running very short on time. |
ment’, but on my reading of it that is considerably differentpoint out that policy document A, ‘A new dimension in

from the provision in the bill. New section 13A(1) states: contracting with the South Australian government’ covers
A government agency must not, for the purpose of assisting ost of the things contained in the recommendations of the

person to establish, carry on or expand a prescribed business in aRgonomic and Finance Committee. | believe that the sort of
industry, provide or agree to provide the person with assistancthings that the member for Fisher is trying to introduce are
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already part of this government’s policy of accountability andClayton say when they relate to this parliament’s dealing with
open government. industry assistance? He says, ‘misleading, inaccurate and
Time expired. dishonest'. | am willing to engage the member for MacKillop
in debate on this issue. | am willing to take him to task for his
Mr CONLON (Elder): | had not intended joining this pride in a government—his government—that, let us face it,
debate because, frankly, the contributions from the goverrieoks likes a police line-up. You have the disgraced former
ment side have hardly been worth a response, but | mugremier, the disgraced former Deputy Premier and the
respond to a couple of the bizarre things that have been saidisgraced Minister for Tourism. They have a former Deputy
I will say that, while we do not support the bill, we certainly Premier getting sacked for something about once every four
do see the need for a greater accountability in industryeeks.
assistance, and to use a latin phrase, res ipsa loquitur, the Mr Venning interjecting:
facts speak for themselves in regard to this government. lwas Mr CONL ON: And the honourable member is proud of
astounded to hear the member for MacKillop talk about hist, | wonder what would make him ashamed.
pride in the accountability of this government. | wonder  Mr Williamsinterjecting:
where he has been for the last four years. Of course he sat Mr CONLON: Of course, the honourable member is
there while his premier for 3% years repeatedly misled theleating away, talking about what other people did, but let me
House, time after time, week after week, and what did heell members this: if that member wants to engage in this
mislead the House about? Industry assistance to Motoroladebate, | will keep engaging in it. | know this: only one
This is the fellow who says that nothing needs to changeRPremier of this state has ever had to resign through findings
Of course, the former premier also said, ‘If | had to do it | of dishonesty, not any other: no Labor Premier, only one
would do it all over again, and the frightening thing is | think Premier—the honourable member’s Premier, the one of
he would. This man is proud of the accountability of thiswhich the member for MacKillop is so proud.
government; he is proud of his former premier who broke the | am sure that the honourable member will be putting
single most important tradition of the Westminster systempictures of the disgraced former premier on his election
that you need to tell the truth in parliament. He also saysmaterial in the electorate of MacKillop this time. | am sure
‘What's wrong with spending a few dollars on soccer?’ A fewthat he will be showing his pride in a very real way. Well,
dollars—$46 million! And how open and accountable weresomehow | do not think so. Apparently, the member for
they in doing that? Itis a rogues’ gallery over there. We haveMacKillop used to be an Independent. It is amazing. He got
the disgraced premier. This time it was the former doublyhere. He loves this mob so much. He loves their dishonesty
disgraced deputy premier, the member for Bragg. Hisso much. He loves their accountability and openness so much
openness and accountability in the whole soccer fiasco whehat, having been an Independent and sat here for a while, he
he was throwing taxpayers’ money around like it was hisdecided to join them. Perhaps he does hope that they will

own— make him a minister one day, but can | tell him: the clock is
Members interjecting: running on them and the honourable member has problems.
Mr CONLON: Well, with absolutely no regard for I might go through the other areas of accountability and

process. What did they do in the openness stakes in tt@penness. They are recidivists. What did we see in their
Olympic soccer? What they did was they actually hidopenness and accountability most recently? When Dean
Adelaide Oval—it is in the report—from the Olympic Clayton finally potted their Premier for misleading the House
delegation in case they wanted to play the soccer there. Théyr 3% years, his chief of staff was going and Alex Kennedy
were so determined to misspend public funds on Hindmarstvas going. They were all going. So, what does his chief of
stadium that they hid Adelaide Oval. They did not wantstaff do? She tries to find out whether she can run a rort to get
SOCOG to see Adelaide Oval because it might prefer it as a little extra on her termination payment. She wants to
venue for soccer. No, they would rather go out and spendonvert her sick leave into annual leave, which everyone in
$46 million. This is what the honourable member is proudSouth Australia knows you cannot do, because sick leave is
of—a few dollars for soccer! | would hate to see what thesick leave and annual leave is annual leave.
member for MacKillop thinks a lot of dollars are: itwould be  Ms Key interjecting:
terrifying. Mr CONLON: Yes; the Ansett workers, | am sure, would
Let me go further on the accountability and openness olove their outstanding sick leave converted to annual leave
this government. On the matter for which the former premieand be paid out, but we will have to wait and see on that.
was sacked for misleading this House—Motorola—what wasVhat happened when this fact was discovered? First, the
their openness and accountability in industry assistance therg@vernment would not acknowledge it. We had to ask
In 1994, the former premier (he was then the minister)guestions through the Economic and Finance Committee, and
walked into this House and said, ‘This is all they are gettingnow the Premier has refused to disclose the payouts to those
They are getting $16 million in assistance.” What he did nostaffers and public servants who lost their jobs as a result of
tell us was that they also got a deal to supply $60 million tathe Clayton inquiry. If there is openness and accountability,
$80 million worth of radios. Of course, he never told us thatabout which the member for MacKillop is so proud, why will
This is the accountability and openness of which he is sthe Premier not show us what these people were paid out? We
proud. He refused to tell us. He was asked and asked arichve every right to be suspicious after seeing the actions of
would not tell us, and finally he was caught. What are thehe former chief of staff. Show us this openness you are
words that | would use in relation to the accountability andproud of; show us the accountability.
openness of this government in regard to industry assistance? Also, a profound misunderstanding runs through this
Let me simply use the words of Dean Clayton QC: misleadplace. In his contribution to the debate, the member for Waite
ing, inaccurate and dishonest. (who is currently in the chair) talked about the separation of
The government does not need a bill to improve thepowers. Of course, he described that as the executive on one
guidelines. It is happy with them. But what does Deanside and the legislature on the other. This notion of separation
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of powers is completely alien and unknown to our system. Majority of 4 for the Noes.
For the benefit of the member for Waite, the separation of Motion thus negatived.
powers, as identified in the Alexander and Boilermakers’
cases, refers to the separation of power between the judiciary Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | had asked for the call: |
as set out in chapter 3 of the Australian Constitution and, oAappreciate getting it, and wish to make a contribution on this
the other hand, the executive power of the commonwealthproposition now because it may be too late after, meaning
I can understand the member for Waite’s being a littlebeyond today. Anything could happen. This is an important
confused on this because it is a confusion that runs heavilgsue. It is based on the belief that | have that parliament is
through this government. We know that the police ministelsovereign: parliament has the delegated authority of the
believes that the separation of powers is a doctrine thateople. The people form themselves into firms, whether
prevents his interfering with the operational activities of theregistering them as partnerships, companies or anything else,
police. This, of course, is another new interpretation of thedr as individuals. They do the work that generates the wealth,
separation of powers. | must say that the member for Waiténd the wealth that is then so generated is taxed by authority
and the Minister for Police make Joh Bjelke-Petersen loolef parliament.
like a constitutional authority on the subject, the separation Those taxpayers’ funds go into general revenue. Members
of powers being a separation of powers between the |egis|@!0bab|y understand all that, but it is a vital piece of back-
ture and the executive. Hello? Earth to member for Waite! ground information in determining what then ought to happen
The Minister for Police believes that the separation oft0 those funds. In this case, we decide that we are going to
powers means that he cannot tell the commissioner what {$s€ some of them to expand the state’s economy by assisting
do. Hello? Is there anyone home? This government SO neeggrta.”-I firms to becqme established in South Australia. They
legislative checks and improvements set down in legislatio@'€ firms that may in due course pay tax but may not have
with respect to its openness and transparency because itRgid tax up to the present time. We are using the authority of
incorrigible. It is unremittingly misleading and dishonest. Parliament and the law that it makes to raise taxes from
They are recidivists. This mob reminds me of the Bourbon§Vveryone so that we can provide the opportunity for some

in France: they forget nothing and they learn nothing.  firms to make profits by operating in South Australia ina way
that is viable and prudent, with the funds that they invest
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | move: along with the taxpayers’ funds that they have received.
That the debate be further adjourned. The benefits may not just be straight cash grants: they may

, . be interest free loans (which is a subsidy); they may be
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Hamilton-Smith): Isthe  gyarantees of other loans (which reduces the interest the firm
motion seconded? _ has to pay); they may be arrangements for the state govern-
An honour able member: Yes, sir. ment to forgo some charges and taxes against that particular
Mr LEWIS: No. firm in the initial phase of its operations; or they may be all
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Hammond, the of the foregoing in combination one with another. The last
motion has been seconded. The question is that the motiane requires an act of parliament, an indenture bill, to enable
be agreed to. For the question, say ‘aye’, against, ‘no.’ I thinkt to happen. That is open and accountable. But in all the other

the ayes have it. instances, combined with the last one or not, it is not open
Mr LEWIS: Divide! unless we make it open.
The House divided on the motion: It used to be open: there was an arrangement that was
AYES (20) respected through the last 40-odd years that ensured that,
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. where a firm gained a significant grant of assistance in some
Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. form or other that cost the rest of the citizens and firms in this
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. state—the taxpayers—some money, then the opposition and
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. government had nominated members who scrutinised that
Geraghty, R. K. (teller) Hanna, K. proposition and recommended whether or not it ought to
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. proceed. Over the past decade or so that practice has broken
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. down, and now | know of members on both sides of the
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. chamber who snigger about that; who think that it is a good
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. idea if you can get away with it.
White, P. L. Wright, M. J. The immediate past Premier was paranoid about the fact
NOES (24) that the committee of the parliament that received the
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. information used to leak. Maybe it does, but to prevent the
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. parliamentary committee charged with the responsibility from
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. scrutinising the proposition just because it is feared that it
Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M. leaks or, indeed, because it does leak, is not the way to deal
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. with the leak. The leak has to be dealt with by substantive
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. motion here in the House and, if you cannot nail the culprit,
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. (teller) then you condemn the committee and reconstitute it. You do
Matthew, W. A. Maywald, K. A. not stop the open process of scrutiny.
McEwen, R. J. t.) Meier, E. J. The member for Fisher is, therefore, to be commended for
Penfold, E. M. Scalzi, G. what he is proposing. Some members ascribe to him motives
Such, R. B. Venning, I. H. that are other than generous, saying that he has ulterior
Williams, M. R. Wotton, D. C. motives. | do not. | say that what he says he wants to do is
PAIR(S) indeed what he wants to see done. Regardless of the motives

Snelling, J. J. Olsen, J. W. of the member for Fisher, the sooner we as members of
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parliament understand that the public want parliament to SITTINGSAND BUSINESS

scrutinise this kind of activity and be open and honest with

them, the sooner we will start to rise in the esteem of the MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | move:

public at large and the taxpayers in particular. And they are  That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable Order of
nearly synonymous sets of— the Day: Private Members Bill No. 16 to be dealt with forthwith until

The Hon. RB. Such interjecting: 12.30 p.m. _ _

Mr LEWIS: They did it in America because itis neces- 1 "€ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Hamilton Smith): | have
sary to do so to avoid getting slaughtered in the polls, becau&@unteéd the House and, as there is not an absolute majority
in America it is voluntary voting. If you are perceived as a® the whole number of members of the House present, ring
representative, or as a member of a party which is perceiveH]e bells. .
equally, as being deceitful, secretive and obscure and capable The bells having been rung:
of treachery of the public interest, people will notgooutand  TheACTING SPEAKER: | have counted the House and,
vote for you on polling day, because it is voluntary voting.aS there is now present an absolute majority of the whole
They will say, ‘Oh, no, stuff you. I'm not going to go out and number of members of the House, | accept the motion. Is it
vote for that so and so. | wouldn't vote for the other lot, Seconded? .
anyway, because it is a waste of time; | don’t believe in what An honourable member: Yes, sir.
they are trying to do.” So you do not get the vote out. Your The ACTING SPEAKER: Does any member wish to
performance sows the seeds of whether or not you wilspeak to the motion?
succeed at the next election, because it will motivate people Mr LEWIS: Mr Acting Speaker, on a point of order, may
to vote for you or against you for someone who they believé ask that you read the motion to the House.
will be more trustworthy. If they are not motivated either The ACTING SPEAKER: The motion is as follows:
way, you will lose, because there will be others in the That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable Order of
community who are motivated to go and vote for anothethe Day: Private Members Bill No. 16 to be dealt with forthwith until
candidate. So, the member for Fisher’s legitimate inquiry12-30 p.m.
whilst it takes me on some digression, does not represent a Mr LEWIS (Hammond): Mr Acting Speaker, | move an
transgression against the standing orders, and it is legitimatenendment to the proposition: that you delete No. 16 and
for me, 1 think, to respond to his inquiry on that point. insert No. 31 in its place.

To return to the substance of the proposition, itis surely The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Standing orders do not
time, when you are spending over ten times as much moneyrovide for the motion to be amended.
without being open and accountable than the Parliamentary The House divided on the motion:

Committees Act countenances ought to be spent before it While the division bells were ringing:

goes before the Public Works Committee if it is of a public  Mr LEWIS: Mr Speaker, while the bells are ringing, can
nature (that is, $4 million), it is high time that you took a pull | ask if it is competent for the House to entertain a motion
of yourself—because what you are doing is not acceptable which not only suspends standing orders but also calls on a
the public’s mind, | can tell you. Any member who believesparticular item ahead of those other items yet to be considered
that it is legitimate to simply adjourn this matter and let it goin the orders of the day. If that is so, would it not otherwise,
off into the obscurity of history and requiring someone totherefore, be competent to further suspend standing orders to
raise it in the next parliament is silly. If we want public do other things?

respect at the next election this is one of the things inrelation The SPEAKER: | thought that the purpose of the

to which we ought to be unanimously saying, ‘Yes, we'll do suspension was to sort out this very issue.

it It will not create an advantage for the Liberal Party, the  Mr LEWIS: The suspension sets out to do two things:
Labor Party, the Callithumpians, the Democrats, or anyonfrst, to extend to 12.30 p.m. the time for consideration of
else, but it will create an improvement in the esteem whiclyrders of the day, and, second, to rearrange the order of the
members of the public have for us as members of parliamemgtice Paper. So, if we wish to consider orders of the day
and prospective candidates at the next election—if we dantil 12.30 p.m., we do not necessarily want to consider item
something about it today, and we have four minutes in whictNo. 16 to the exclusion of Nos. 13, 14, 15 or any other item
to do that. on theNotice Paper. | thought we had to take it one at a time

For the Labor Party to say, ‘Well, we'll damn it with faint if we were suspending standing orders, instead of a capture
praise, but we won't vote on it today’ is equally as despicabledr proposition.
as the act of the Liberal Party in government of deciding to The SPEAKER: The suspension is to deal only with
oppose the proposition, saying that they want to be allowedrder of the day No. 16, Private Members
to continue to do deals behind closed doors and never to Hills/Committees/Regulations on tiNotice Paper.
accountable for them. What it means for the Labor Party is MrsGERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order. The
that when they get into government they will be able to do théntention of my motion was to deal with items Nos. 13, 14,
same because this measure does not pass. That is whatd and 16, sir, before 12.30 p.m.
suspect is at the back of the Labor Party’s decision to adjourn Mr Lewis interjecting:
it rather than vote on it. | now challenge the Labor Party to  The SPEAKER: We are dealing with No. 16. Order!
accept the veracity of what | am saying as being the views ofhere being only one voice for the ayes, the measure is
the public, and the Liberal Party to accept the good sense, feesolved in the negative.
their own standing, that they, too, want to see this measure Motion negatived.
introduced to restore the sovereignty of parliament and to
restore public confidence in the process. MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): | move:

) That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable Orders of
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.  the Day: Private Members Bills, to be continued until 12.30 p.m.
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Motion carried. to the spouse of a marriage or a putative spouse. The
definition of ‘putative spouse’ derives from section 11 of the
EDUCATION (COMPUL SORY SCHOOL AGE) Family Relationships Act.
AMENDMENT BILL Without going into too much detail, in consequence of the
) ) death of a member, or a member pensioner, no superannua-
Adjourned debate on second reading. tion death benefit entitements are payable directly to a
(Continued from 31 May. Page 1721.) person of the same sex living in a relationship with the

member or member pensioner. Under current legislation, the

this matter, but | do wish to highlight a few things. My partner of a same sex relationship would have to rely on

h int ted when | Ki thi bi receiving any share of a deceased partner's superannuation
speech was intérrupted when 1 was speaxing on this SUBJEGL 4, inneritance under a will. The common criticism of this

in May, and here it is December in a couple of days, and | a%rocess is that, as a result of the superannuation inheritance

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | will not speak for long on

JhUSt about go ct(_)mplete rEy Iremalrgfi(ltt IS alinazmg t\_/vha eing paid through the estate of a deceased member, the
appens wnen time goes Dy. { would lIke to ask a QuUeslion Qyg ey incurs costs by having to pay administration of estate

the member for Taylor, the instigator of this bill and a . : - .
member of the select committee. What has happened to ﬂa%es and a higher rate of taxation and eligible termination

. . . S yment. There is no question that people living in a same
2 ; . . : .
select committee? | thought that, having waited all this timeg o relationship cannot leave their superannuation benefit to

we wo’lIJI?hhavehhadha result, dbut V\:je tr;aveb_rlllo_result V‘{hf‘tﬁodne another. The question is whether or not they should enjoy
ever. Nothing has happened, an IS DI 1S nOW totalyy, e same rights, privileges and access as a married couple or
superfluous because | do not think we can introduce th

| . .
measure by the start of the school year 2002, Butauve spouse. | just want to make that clear. You can leave

| would like to highlight foday the success that theyour superannuation to a same sex partner: the question is

: oY : .~ whether or not that relationship should be regarded as a
government has had and is having in education, especially 'r'?larriage or one involving a putative spouse

the last few months. We are now seeing the true value and In general terms, the bill extends the definition of ‘putative

worth of the South Australian education system. It is NOWs 1,0 use’, which at present effectively defines a de facto

being proven on a national scale. We have seen in th lati : -
] ; X . ionshi tween a heterosexual | roviding th
Augtralian this week an article on Australia’s 10 best schools,f ationship between a heterosexual couple, by providing that,

and we see that South Australia has five of those. Ithinkth§Jr the purposes of the four state superannuation acts, two

: I hi i llv with high ise th ersons of the same sex will, on a certain date, be putative
IS @ marvelious achievement, especially with nhigh praise ouses, one of the other, if the District Court has made a

we have heard from the most august Evatt Foundation. | hay eclaration that they were on that date cohabiting with each

never agrheedl;/v ith th}a |f(0léndationbbei1;10reE, bLf[f[re fa((j:t tthat 0 Q}fer in a relationship that has the distinguishing characterist-
success has been picked up on by € evatt moundation, apg ¢ 5 relationship between a married couple (except for the
the national survey of schools found that South Australia haéh

. . o . aracteristics of different sex and legally recognised
f|v_e of th? best 10 schools in Australia s, | believe, abSC)llJteF’narriage and other characteristics arising from either of those
ly incredible. | am very proud of that, and | congratulate our

o . haracteristics); and that they had so cohabited with that other
minister, our department and our schools. | think a large pa(rg

; ! - . rson continuously for a period of five years immediately
of this success is due to Partnerships 21, with 90 per cent f‘reeceding that date; or had during the period of six years
our schools being involved in that.

T ired immediately preceding that date so cohabited with the other
Ime expired. person for periods aggregating not less than five years.

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate In effect, the bill would extend state superannuation to
Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, sir, was that speech by'same Sex couples. l.t would a_llow the surviving partner in a
the member for Schubert not thé cl’osure of the secongame sex relationship to receive the same benefits in relation

reading debate? 0 state superannuation as a surviving partner in a heterosex-
The SPEAKER' No. the member for Schubert was ual relationship. The bill does not seek to alter other legal

completing his remarks. Itis not his bill; it is the memberforem'tlemems' Butit is an important Pfec?d?”t- If the parlia-
ment passes this bill and supports the principle that same sex

Taylor's bill couples should be regarded as putative spouse or married, in
STATUTESAMENDMENT (EQUAL my view, this House cannot deny that definition for the
SUPERANNUATION ENTITLEMENTSFOR SAME purposes of any other act before it. | cannot see how this
SEX COUPLES) BILL House, for example, can agree that same sex couples will be
regarded as married and putative spouse for the purpose of
Adjourned debate on second reading. superannuation and not agree that they should enjoy the same
(Continued from 26 October 2000. Page 271.) benefits in terms of adoption, transplant of organs, IVF

treatment and any other act—and there are a number that deal

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | oppose this bill for ~ with the issue of putative spouse. It is, therefore, a most
a number of reasons, which | will explain. | have considerablémportant decision before the House. The decision is, in
sympathy with the object that the member is trying to achieveffect, whether to recognise same sex couples, in a complete
by putting the bill forward, and | may move amendments tosense, as putative spouse, in my view, for all purposes under
the bill and | may support the principle of what she is tryingthe law. | believe that it is a matter that should be given most
to achieve, if we can sort out this measure. The problem thaarnest consideration by all members present before we pass
the member has with this bill—and the problem that she ishe bill.
trying to resolve—is that, at present, all South Australian | have some other issues with the bill. In particular, |
legislation covering the state superannuation schemebelieve that this matter should be a conscience matter. For the
including the judges and parliamentary schemes, providegovernment side of the House, it is to be a conscience matter.
that, where benefits are payable to a partner, they are payaliée in the Liberal Party believe that this is a matter that
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individual members should determine, based on theithe desirability of employing these definitions of marriage,
conscience and their discussions and deliberations with thedven if to the mind of many in the wider community it may
constituencies. However, | understand that, on this issue, thot be a possibility that can be positively accepted and
Labor Party has taken a different view. The Labor Party haembraced. A lot of people out there do not believe that same
whipped the issue and has decided that it will be a party issusex couples, or couples like the two sisters | mentioned
I know that a number of members opposite, in the caucusarlier, should be regarded as married for legal purposes. We
debate, would have opposed this issue most earnestly. | hagee likely to create a controversy here because my point to
an objection in principle with the way in which this is being members who may consider supporting this bill is simply
progressed through the parliament on the basis that wh#tat, if they talk to people in the gay community in their
should be a conscience issue is being delivered to us by tlmnstituency—and | have taken the trouble to contact some
Labor Party as Labor Party policy. of them and ask them their view—I do not think they want

Ms Thompson interjecting: to be viewed as heterosexual couples, as married or in terms

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The member interjects. She of heterosexual institutions. Most of them | have spoken to
can contribute to the debate and tell me that it is to be aee marriage as a heterosexual vehicle and institution. They
genuine conscience issue. Is it to be a genuine conscienoegard their own relationship as being quite unique and they
issue? do not want to be put in the basket of being considered to be

Ms Thompson interjecting: husband and wife or a married couple.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Here you go! The memberis  That is what this bill is trying to do: it is trying to classify
swivelling in her chair; she does not have a clue what she ithem as husband and wife. It is a nonsense. They want to
talking about. This will be voted on by the Labor Party enenjoy the same legal and financial benefits available to
bloc. In my view, those members opposite (we know whomarried people. That is a separate proposition and we can
they are, and | look forward to them speaking on this billlcome up with legislation that can achieve that without
who oppose it most vehemently will sit there when this isdefining same sex couples as married. | do not think they
voted on and will support it, knowing that, in principle, they want it by and large. There is a vocal advocacy for it, but | do
do not agree with the concept of it. | think that is very sadnot think the vast bulk of gay people want to be seen as
and | think that the people of South Australia should knowhusband and wife but do not want to be discriminated against
that the Labor Party has whipped this issue and is ndinancially. We need legislation that does that. An article
allowing a fair and free flowing conscience debate in thisrom theBulletin of 22 May states:
parliament on the subject. Human society is characterised by a network of various kinds of

I have some sympathy with the object that the member igiendships of differing levels of commitment and emotional
trying to achieve in this bill. | believe there is a cogentintensity: there are those with whom we are ‘just friends’, and those

argument that same sex couples should enjoy the superannidth whom we are ‘good friends’, ‘very good friends’, or ‘best

: - : ends’. It is logically impossible that every friend is one’s ‘best
tion privileges presently enabled to a putative spouse a end'. It seems to imply that the ranking of some friendships over

married couples. But | also think that there is a case for othejthers with a degree of intimacy denied to others is appropriate. The
relationships to be so recognised. Recently, two of myategory of friendship does not therefore exclude the possibility of

constituents—two sisters—came to see me. They are in @speciﬂr_ela(tjior?_ship, kc)mt% on o_r|1e, ttO the exclusion gffotheés. |_?ht_his
loving, long-term relationship as sisters; they have beeFmPZPr?afgerr'g{‘h; tlr?a:nsto?he f:mt?arry? marriage and found within
living together, sharing their house, their finances and " ) ) )
everything else in their lives for almost 20 years. They toldThis parliament might do better to concentrate on what might
me that they felt they were discriminated against comparef€ said positively about the spiritual quality of such friend-
to married couples. They were in a loving, long-termships as vehicles for expression of love, joy, peace, forgive-
relationship and they were mutually co-dependent. HoweveRess, gentleness, mutual respect, care and steadfast loyalty
married couples enjoy certain privileges that they are not abland leave other matters to individual choice. By defining
to access. They felt that that was discriminatory and that the§@me sex couples as this bill proposes to do as husband and
should enjoy those same privileges. | ask: why should theyvife or as in a married heterosexual relationship does not do
not also be able to enjoy the same superannuation privilegédem a favour or achieve the object the member seeks to
of married couples, if we are to agree to provide thoseéchieve.
privileges to same sex couples? I cannot support this bill in its current form. If this
That leads us to the definition of ‘putative spouse’ andparliament accepts a definition of same sex couples as
‘marriage’. | will not, as do some members in this Housemarried, de facto or husband and wife, | cannot see how we
from time to time, stand up and try to moralise, but | will with any conscience whatsoever can then not also agree to
quote from an article by Anglican Archbishop Peter Carnleythat definition for all the other acts that deal with the issue of
in The Bulletin of 22 May 2001, where he attempts to dealmarriage and de facto relationships, including adoptions, IVF
with this issue. He basically puts the argument that dreatment, transplant of organs and all those issues. If we are
relationship between two people of the same gender, whicgoing to stand up and say that we want same sex couples to
is entered into with the intention of forming a lifelong union, be so recognised, we have to do it with all the other bills. | do
based upon a covenant or contractual commitment, effectivénot think it is necessary to do so to achieve the object the
ly, for the mutual support, help and comfort of the parties andnember is trying to achieve.
designed to secure inheritance and property rights as well as | foreshadow that | will consider introducing amendments
social security benefits might, indeed, at least in theséhat totally revamp the act, but this is not the way to achieve
specific social and legal respects, resemble the institution dfie object the member is trying to achieve. | recognise her
marriage. intent. Same sex couples have the right to get about their lives
But he goes on to speak of such relationships as a form afithout fear of discrimination. We need to rectify the
friendship and relationship that warrants a separate type @roblem so they can enjoy the financial benefits they seek to
definition. Indeed, some writers wish to argue strenuously foenjoy without fear of discrimination but defining them as
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heterosexual couples or as married is not the way to do it. We have the federal and state governments both saying,
Marriage in my view and in the broader community view is ‘We are putting a lot of money into health,’ and somewhere
largely about children. Itis a different vehicle. This is not thebetween the two the consumers of health services miss out.
way to achieve the object the member seeks to achieve. That is just one further example of where this whole area of
Time expired. responsibility, in a financial sense, needs to be tidied up.
Likewise in education, we have another mishmash of
Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. arrangements with the federal government's not having direct
responsibility for education, yet providing a lot of the money

GOVERNMENT, FEDERAL SYSTEM either indirectly to the state or directly to private schools.
Now | am not saying money should not go to private schools.
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move: | am saying that | believe that is just another area where, over

That this House calls on the Premier, in this our centenary o*'me’ changes have occurred and it is nOW_appmp“ate to
federation year, to vigorously support and facilitate, in cooperatiofeview them and to ensure that what we have is a system that,
with other leaders, a comprehensive review of our federal system afltimately, works very much in the favour of the citizens of
government and, in particular, to examine and make recommendghis nation.

tions as necessary in relation to the roles and responsibilities, . -

including taking powers, of the commonwealth, state, territory and . | N@ve heard people from time to time argue that we could
local governments. dispense with state governments. | do not believe that is
; . . feasible, given the size of this nation. Members might recall
Even though this centenary of federation year is almost gone. e Whitlam days the suggestion of having regional

Lh:\,\}hlgl:::ne}g? \;ﬁgd;_%gf tlgljbmlggﬁz Ist:ttlgligetrﬁéllgzlljoiz t{;ﬁ overnments, and, in the past, | have he_ard thg member_ for
matter Clear]y it cannét be done b’y one Premier alone ar%ﬂght advocate that some of the boundaries are inappropriate
| am ﬁot suggesting that that should happen, but Sout relation to some of the states. They are issues which could
Australia through the Premier could take a Ieaderéhip role ang - be adqlressed as part of this whol_e question of our_federal
stem. It is not something that will just happen. It will be

?OOCnL\l/SegSeoﬁ &siﬂ?%npge;;:?gyztzzlﬁfsg%t/é?r?ritlemgtsit ;[2% iven by leaders who have a commitment, and this is where

: : L elieve our Premier could, and should, play a leading role.
system that has evolved over time. Basically it is a goocrb Many of the changes that we have sepen)i/n our sys%em of
system in terms of its essential characteristics, but like an vernment have resulted from developments in technology
activity and structure or process it needs to be revised aréghen the federal constitution was drawn up, it was a vastly.

reformed after a period of time. This is the appropriate t'medifferent world from what we have today with advances in
to look at some of the key aspects. . . . :
. . S internet technology, and so on. All in all, | believe the time

| have mentioned taxing powers, which is only one

| We K he GST anifi h “is right. South Australia could be the host state, the host
element. We know the was a significant change Iy ernment, to bring this sort of issue into a productive

taxation, but it did not in many ways cover the full gamut of ¢,y | appreciate that this year some meetings have been
¥Vzat ISI needed in respectt] Olf ta>_(|_at|onkreform ifyou IO?k atthg,q|q throughout the nation and aspects of our federal system
ederal system as a whole. To take one example, many,,q heen commented on, but | do not believe that anything

members in here have had an association with local governy o g\ hstantial nature has been done to address the issues |
ment, as | have, and they would be well aware that loc ighlight today.

government has had increasing responsibility put on it for | ask members to support this motion in the spirit in which

services but not necessarily had the increased finanCiglig o forward, that is, as a positive recommendation. After
capability to carry out those added responsibilities or the g years of federation, it is time to finetune the system—
expansion in some of the.|re.X|st|ng respOHSIl?llltleS- maybe more than just finetune it. Obviously that would
The area of roads, which is a very contentious matter NQYepend on the discussions, the input and the recommenda-
only in my electorate but elsewhere where you have state anghns that inevitably would take place between the various

local government in dispute in regard to who should pay fogpheres of government. | commend this motion to the House
upgrading of arterial roads when you get into things likeang | ask members to support it.

parking bays and the ancillary infrastructure, is just one

example. Over time we have a mish-mash of taxing powers, MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
largely affected by the decisions made during the Second

World War to give significant additional taxing powers to the SUPERANNUATION SCHEMES
commonwealth, which have never been returned and which
are not likely to be. TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | move:

Itis an opportune time now—and clearly going into next  That the House calls upon the government to appoint an
year—to call all the leaders together. | do not believe COA@ndependent person or persons to review the superannuation schemes

: ; o . vailable to members of parliament and the judiciary with a view to
would have enough time to deal with this issue and give it tr.gscertaining if the schemes are fair and equitable in respect of

attention that it warrants, so | think there should be a speciglontributions and benefits when compared to those available to the
series of meetings focused specifically on the question of thgeneral public, whether they be in the private sector or the public
review and reform of our federal system of government. service, and to make recommendations as appropriate.

Another example where through the evolution of time wel do not need to canvass the substance of this motion again
have seen some messy arrangements develop is in termshafcause it was introduced earlier on and because some
health. We have, | believe, an unsatisfactory situation itmmembers were absent from the chamber it was not seconded.
respect of the funding arrangements and responsibilities witHowever, | have been assured by members that that will not
regard to health and, inevitably, that leads to things such dsappen this time. | am not trying to score a cheap political
buck passing and an inability to address some of the congoint, but, unfortunately, last time it did attract attention
issues. simply because no-one was present to second the motion. All
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I am asking is that the government appoint an independent COONGIE LAKES
person (or persons) to look at the schemes. | see no harm in
that at all. That is what the public would like to happen. Mr HILL (Kaurna): | move:

I am not saying the schemes are unfair or unreasonable. That this House—
They may well be, but that is the role of the independent (a) recognises the unique natural heritage of the Coongie Lakes
person. Many people do not realise that members of the  in the Lake Eyre Basin, in particular their international
judiciary do not contribute to their superannuation scheme, ZE’SK&%%QC&O%?V;S@M;%R listed arid wetlands and their
but | never hear any public complaint about that. What | am () supports— ’
|

saying is that, if members of parliament are realistic and increasing the protected status of the Coongie

sensible, they will support this motion so that the issues can Lakes Control Zone by permanently excluding
be canvassed in an independent and fair way and, if the muaeral and petroleum exploration and extraction;
schemes need to be adjusted as a result of that review, that is (i) ea)?panding the Coongie Lakes Control Zone
something that the government and the parliament of the day boundary to protect natural values affected by

would have to consider. episodic flooding.

I am not pre-empting the outcomes of this review. Thein view of the amount of time we have left today and the fact
review might say that the schemes are appropriate. Th@at | have spoken not on this motion but on this issue several
review might suggest, for example, that MPs be paid morgmes, | will not go through all my arguments today. | simply
money and receive less super. There are many variations aggly that the Coongie Lakes area of South Australia in the
I am not, in any way, trying to pre-empt or predeterminenorth-eastern part of this state is an absolutely fantastic place
recommendations or outcomes. | can assure members that §ag biodiversity. It is unique in Australia. It is an ephemeral
public is very keen to have this matter reviewed because the(getlands which is of absolute significance to the whole of
is a feeling in the community, rightly or wrongly, that we Australia. It is the home to tens of thousands of birds and a
receive an unfair benefit. One can look at the two existingyide variety of species. If it were only close to Adelaide it
schemes and a case can be made for each of the schemegiuld be one of the major tourism attractions to this state.

terms of possible benefit, but many members in the publigjnfortunately, it is locked up in the remote parts of South
arena do not appreciate that members of parliament do n@afystralia, but, still, many—

receive other benefits. Ms Breuer |nter]ect|ng
I am not saying that we should get things such as leave My HILL: One of the best parts, as the member for Giles
loading, but many members of the public do not appreciatgays_
that members of parliament are not guaranteed WorkCover “an honourable member interjecting;
type protection; they are at the mercy of the government of vy H|LL: If it were closer to tourism centres it would be
the day. There is no long service leave or guaranteed annughpject to enormous tourism. Perhaps it is a good thing it is
leave. | am not saying that those things should happen, byt because too much tourism may cause damage to it.
an independent review could canvass all those aspects ap@wever, many people do travel and camp at Coongie Lakes
may recommend that the current superannuation schemes gjigq enjoy the spectacular scenery and the beauty. Unfortu-
fair. and legitimate in thg context of the tptal remunerationnatewy itis subject to mining exploration. | know that Santos
which a member of parliament may receive. has had mining exploration leases over this area for some
Given that seats in parliament, on my assessment, haygne and, | think, has pretty thoroughly explored the area.
become more marginal over time, | think that the days ofortunately, it has not been able to find any major substance

being able to remain in the parliament, in a comfortable wayhere that it wants to extract, so that is rather good for the
for 20 or 30 years, are pretty well gone. It is a dlfferentongoing preservation of this area.

situation today. Other occupations have become much more |t would be timely, especially this week, given that the

vulnerable, too, in terms of their security and tenure. Ther@inister for the Environment has scored a few green votes
are not many occupations or professions where people apy proclaiming the Gammon Ranges as a single-use park, if
guaranteed lifetime tenure, even in the Public Servicepe followed that up by agreeing to the motion put by the
particularly at the senior levels—that has changed. We havigyposition today, that is, that the Coongie Lakes be protected
awhole new ball game in respect of superannuation entitlgrom mining and mining exploration and that the boundary
ments. There is the issue about whether people should be aklgoyid be expanded to protect natural values affected by
to access their super before they are 55, because most peog§sodic flooding. It would also be good—and | have not said
in the community cannot do that. S0 in this motion—for grazing to be excluded from that area.
Should members be able to do it? Should they be able to However, it is part of a pastoral property and that would
do it in the event of some specific serious illiness, foreed to be negotiated over a period of time because, obvious-
example, a terminal illness and they wish to access somg there are contractual rights, and so on. It would be a very
benefit? Will that be covered under both schemes? They aghod first step if this motion passed today and the govern-
the sorts of issues that need to be looked at; and whether the§gant acted on it. This would be a very good first step in
is any justification whatsoever for members getting superaryrotecting this unique part of South Australia. | encourage
nuation before they turn 55. | commend this motion to thenembers of the House to support the motion.
House. As | say, | do not do it in any spirit of trying to score

a point. A genuine concern has been reflected and indicated Mr LEWIS secured the adjournment of the debate.
to me by people in my electorate who want this issue

addressed and considered by someone who is independent. FOUNDRY EMISSIONS
I think that is a fair and reasonable thing to do, and | com-
mend the motion to the House. MsKEY (Hanson): | move:

) That this House notes the increasing evidence linking foundry
MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate emissions with health concerns including asthma, respiratory
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ailments, reproductive hazards and cancer and calls on the goverproblems, because the matter has to be referred through the
ment to take immediate steps to— minister.

(a) conduct health surveys and make available medical tests for | cgnnot ring up the EPA and ask it to follow up on a

residents located next to foundries in the western and north- . . .
western suburbs of Adelaide: complaint or an issue because | am a member of parliament,

(b) carry out an independent scientific study on atmospheri@lthough it would probably short circuit a lot of mucking
pollutants created by foundries in these areas; around on behalf of the constituent. In other areas | have been
(c) establish an independent occupational health and safety audible to speak directly—the Housing Trust being the most
into workers’ exposure to toxic foundry chemicals; and  notable—and actually get an answer on whether the constit-

(d) encourage foundries to relocate to the Foundry Park precinctjent's problem or grievance is something that can be
This is the second time | have moved a motion of this typefollowed up on. Quite often, I think members on both sides
because it has been an ongoing issue. Some residents in tfethis House will agree, many of those issues are actually
area of Plympton and Camden Park would say that it is afdealt with by the agency and dealt with very efficiently.
issue that has been going on for more than 40 years. There The Housing Trust issues—and | think the acting Speaker
has been a struggle between the existing residents and timould understand what | am saying—are often quite complex
foundry known as Castalloy in the North Plympton area. Itbut are dealt with. | cannot see why issues to do with
is important that members note that, although there has be@mvironmental protection and local residents cannot be dealt
a lot of positive support in the area for the job creation thatvith in the same way. However, that is the protocol. As |
has been part of Castalloy, people are saying that they hagaid, | do understand why this protocol is in place, but it
had enough of what they consider the bad health of people ifeems to me that this is not a very efficient way of dealing
the area, which has been associated with the production @fth important issues raised by the community.
Castalloy. In following that protocol, | have also contacted the

Over the years—and this literally is years—I have tried tovarious ministers for the environment that we have had in this
get some support from the government at least to do soméerm of government, as well as the Minister for Human
thing very basic such as conduct health surveys in the are&ervices in his capacity in the health area, and | have to say
A number of constituents have come to my office (and Ithat | have had absolutely no support. It is of great concern
know that the member for Peake has also received a numbigr me that this is an area in which | am not able to get any
of complaints from people) saying that they believe that theigssistance at all. | note that, although the Minister for Human
health and their families’ health has been affected by th&ervices has not bothered to respond to me, on 29 October he
pollution that comes from the Castalloy factory. | have nodid see fit to write to the West Torrens council, in particular
reason to doubt the claims that have been put forward, but wie their city manager, Trevor Starr.
really need some medical evidence to support the claims and In that letter he thanks the West Torrens council for the
allegations. two letters, one of April 2001 and one of July 2001, outlining

| have written a number of letters to the government.the requests from the City of West Torrens council for health

Probably the one that best summarises the position | woulgurveys in the western suburbs, and says:
like to put forward this morning was to the Hon. Dean Brown | sincerely apologise for the delay in responding to you.

on 15 June 2000. What | said to the minister was this: Debate adjourned.
As you are aware, | have raised the issue of foundry emissions
from the Castalloy factory at North Plympton on many occasions in [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

the parliament. | also placed a motion before the House in relation
to this matter in October 1999.

That was very similar to the motion that | have just read out.
The letter continues: The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the reports for the year

I have raised these matters because many residents in the at@00-01 of the following local councils pursuant to sec-
surrounding the Castalloy factory have expressed concern about thien 131 of the Local Government Act: Adelaide Hills; Berri
health impact of emissions. There is a view amongst residents th@armera; City of Burnside; City of Mitcham; City of
there is a greater incidence of respiratory illnesses such as aSthWhyaIla; District Council of Karoonda East Murray; District

and the possibility of increased risk for cancer. | believe that - e .
comprehensive health survey of residents near the North Plympta@Uncil of Loxton Waikerie; District Council of Mount

factory needs to be conducted as a matter of priority. Such a survdgemarkable; District Council of Tumby Bay; and Southern
would establish the incidence of illness among residents and anylallee District Council.

connection between these illnesses and emissions from Castalloy’s

operations. Given this background, | would appreciate an indication

if the government is prepared to conduct a health survey of residents PAPERSTABLED
in the area surrounding the Castalloy factory at North Plympton.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REPORTS

] ) ) ] . The following papers were laid on the table:
I have gone on to raise the issue a number of times in this By the Premier (Hon. R.G. Kerin)—

House. Having the honour of being on the Environment, Office for the Commissioner for Public Employment—
_Resources and DeV(_eIopment Com_mlttee, l ha\_/e_ Fa'_Sed this South Australian Public Sector Workforce

issue on that committee and was involved in initiating an Information at June 2001

inquiry into the Environment Protection Agency because of - :
the lack of information and support that | had received fro ol?/\)//n)ie Minister for Human Services (Hon. Dean
that agency over the past five years. What was not appare f ) ]

to me when | first became a member was that, because of the ~ South Australian Psychological Board—Report, 2000-01
protocols that we have in place between the government and By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. M.H.
the Environment Protection Agency—and | am not necessarArmitage)—

ly criticising these protocols—a member cannot take up an Industrial Relations Advisory Committee—Report,

issue on behalf of a constituent, in this case an issue of health 2000-01
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Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Com- Motion carried.
mittee—Report, 2000-01
Ports Corp South Australia—Report, 2000-01

South Australian Youth Arts Board—Report, 2000-01 QU ESTION TIME
By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
(Hon. M.R. Buckby)— WESTERN DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE
B R o 2000-01 Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to

the Minister for Human Services. As the senior responsible

By the Minister for Environment and Heritage (Hon. I.F. minister, can he explain why the statement to parliament

Evans)— ) . yesterday by the Minister for Ageing and Disability Services
Boaer of tthg(')?’é’(;a(')‘ic Gardens and State Herbarium—  made no reference to allegations made by staff concerning
Coas?%%{ection' Board—Report, 2000-01 overseas travel, and can the minister tell the House what the
General Reserves Trust—Report, 2000-01 Dunn inquiry found about these allegations; and, given the

By the Minister for Water Resources (Hon. M.K. govermnments decision to introduce fees in June 2000 for frail

Brindal)— aged people requiring domiciliary care services, how much
Department for Water Resources—Report, 2000-01 has been spent by Western Domiciliary Care on overseas
Eyre Peninsula Catchment Water Manage;nent Board— travel? . . o

Report, 2000-01 The opposition has been told that the investigation by
Onkaparinga Catchment Water Management Board—  Mr Dunn was given information relating to overseas trips by
Patsve\,g%ﬁgéogg'tgﬁmem Water Management Board—  Management and other staff at Western Domiciliary Care.

Report, 2000-01 The opposition has been told that travel included trips by the
South Australian Commissioner for Equal Opportunity— Executive Officer and the Corporate Services Director to Los

Report, 2000-01 Angeles and San Diego in December 1998; a trip to Malaysia

Torrens Catchment Water Management Board—Report,  py the Director of Nursing in 1998; trips by a junior officer
2000-01 _ . _ to Korea in 1999 and the USA in 2001; and a month long trip
By the Minister for PO'ICe, Correctional Services andto Canada this year by the Director of Home Support_

Emergency Services (Hon. R.L. Brokenshire)— In June 2000, the government announced new charges for
Emergency Services Administrative Unit—Report, domiciliary care services for the elderly, including rental on
2000-01 items such as walking frames and wheelchairs. These are,
By the Minister for Local Government (Hon. D.C. again, the wrong priorities.
Kotz)— TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
Kangaroo Island Council—Report, 2000-01. Services): From the outset, | urge the House to look at what
Minister Lawson said in his ministerial statement yesterday.
REPORTS, PUBLISHING An honourable member interjecting:

. . TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Well, it is very relevant
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Premier): Imove:  jyqeed, because this afternoon the member for Elizabeth has

pubT”fSIﬁteéhe following papers which have just been tabled begnce again used the protection of this parliament to stand and

Budget Results 2000-01 make unsubstantlated allegations. These so-called allegations
Board of the Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium—Reporthat are being made have not—

2000-01 An honourable member interjecting:
Coast Protection Board—Report 2000-01 TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will come to that in a

Education Adelaide—Report 2000-01 . -
Office for the Commission%rfor Public Employment—South moment. These unsubstantiated allegations have not—and |

Australian Public Sector Workforce Information at June Stress, have not—yet been put to the people against whom

2001 they are being made, and that is a range of people.
Ports Corp South Australia—Report 2000-01 ) Members interjecting:
S°"F§2pﬁ$§g§(';8[‘of°mm'55'0”‘” for Equal Opportunity— The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
South Australian Psychological—Report 2000-01 The Deputy Premier has the call.
Motion carried. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: They were allegations simply
made by certain individuals in a climate in which—
PUBLISHING COMMITTEE Ms Stevens: Are they true?

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: If they are unsubstantiated,
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | bring up the second report they are unsubstantiated. The honourable member opposite

(fourth session) of the committee and move: asked, ‘Are they untrue?’ They are unsubstantiated. In fact,
That the report be received and adopted. the very reason why Minister Lawson has called in crown
Motion carried. law— o

Ms Sevens interjecting:
JOINT COMMITTEE ON IMPACT OF DAIRY The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth can
DEREGULATION ON THE INDUSTRY IN SOUTH remain silent. She has asked her question.
AUSTRALIA TheHon. DEAN BROWN: This House should be aware

that it was Minister Lawson who has called in crown law and
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | bring up the interim report of the  said that, if there is any evidence of a criminal offence, the
committee, together with minutes of proceedings andolice will be called in. But these are no more than wild
evidence, and move: allegations. | am delighted that the member opposite said that,
That the report be received. in fact, these are criminal offences. The first report (which
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has now been referred to twice by the member for Elizabeth) of theAdvertiser rather than Ralph Clarke. These claims need to

found, in fact, that there was insufficient evidence to call inbe putinto proper perspective. The parliament should be made aware
the police. of the full facts, which | intend to now outline. The government

. N views these allegations seriously.
Members interjecting: g y

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: We have had all these |reiterate that, as | have done already today. It continues:

unsubstantiated allegations. We have heard about the so- However, they are nowhere near as sensational as the member

i iri irat i i for Elizabeth sought to portray. The Western Domiciliary Care
gaflilr? girtlgr?ﬁ ;tn,g]lg::aea’/;g {223%&?;&5 te:,r;g:ggeh%nggﬁ i(glotvr\]mService is part of the North Western Adelaide Health Service and is

. : : ; L eresponsibleto the board of directors of the North Western Adelaide
police. The Dunn inquiry report, which came to Minister Health Service. The board is also responsible for the Queen
Lawson on Tuesday of this week, urged that an independeflizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital. Western
investigator be appointed from within the governmentpom'c”'ary Care presently employs 140 full-time equivalent staff

o ; a range of disciplines, including specialist medical staff, social
Minister Lawson has, therefore, chosen a very high level 0\)Illcorkers, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, paramedical aides,

investigator, and entirely independent, in the Crown Lawhyrses and administrative staff. The organisation provides home and
Department. That is an appropriate thing to do, because theecemmunity based health and supportive care and rehabilitation
is still no substantiated evidence that, in fact, there has beegrvices to frail aged people and those with disabilities in the north-
a criminal offence. western metropolitan area of Adelaide.

Members interjecting: If members bother to read the full ministerial statement and

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: For certain individuals, if do not rely on allegations made in this House that have not
there has been any breach of either the Public Sector Managdeeen substantiated by the member for Elizabeth, they would
ment Act or of the law of this state, this government will find that there is another story to be told. | stress the fact that
come down with a tonne of bricks and make sure that actiothe initial report showed that there was insufficient evidence
is taken. We have always maintained that. But, at this stagéQ call in the police. The second report by Dunn urged that an
there is no substantiated evidence that there has been a breéutependent government investigator be appointed. The
of the criminal law. When there is any prima facie evidenceminister has done that through Crown Law.
that that might be the case, the police will, appropriately, be

called in. What | object to is the way in which the protection STATE ECONOMY
of this parliament is used to make some wild allegations that .
have not been substantiated. Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Can the Premier comment on the

I do not mind the honourable member raising the issuéatest South Australian Centre for Economic Studies forecast?

saying that certain allegations are made that need to be TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Premier): Despite predicting
investigated, and we go off and investigate them—as, in facBome growth, the latest SA Centre for Economic Studies
Minister Lawson has now arranged to occur. But for it to beforecast was fairly pessimistic as against some of the figures
done in this way, where there are certain claims that clearly/e are receiving at the moment. Certainly there are a lot of
in that local community, would identify individuals, | think Challenges ahead. Only this week it was confirmed that the
is unacceptable, particularly based on the evidence updiorld's largesteconomy, the US, was officially in recession.
which it has been done—and that is an anonymous individual, Membersinterjecting:

sitting down behind closed doors, making certain claims, The SPEAKER: Order!

none of which has yet been substantiated at all. | suggest that, The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | do not know whether the

if the member for Elizabeth has any evidence at all, she takepposition is interested in this. It is never interested at all in
it to the Crown Solicitor, who is the appropriate personany economic figures.

carrying out this investigation. She should take it to the An honourable member interjecting:

Crown Solicitor or to Minister Lawson. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Straight from the heart. On the
Members interjecting: world scene there is pessimism because of the US going into
The SPEAKER: Order, the Leader of the Opposition and recession and other events. At the same time, in South

the member for Bragg! Australia some people, including the Labor Party, have tried

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is appropriate that | read to translate what is going on overseas, and are talking down
the first paragraph of the ministerial statement made imur economy. At the moment our figures, whether for
another place yesterday, as follows: employment, exports, building approvals, CBD vacancies and

Yesterday in the House of Assembly the member for Elizabetr Whole range of indicators, are improving at a rate that is a
made a series of extravagant claims in relation to the Westerlot better than the national average, which, in turn, is a lot
Domiciliary Care Service— better than the international situation. In our export field over

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is referring to a period we have seen enormous growth. If you look at that
debates in another chamber: | draw his attention to that. growth, some people will say that because other economies

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | highlight the ministerial overseas are going into recession or seeing a downturn it
statement made in another place. | tabled the ministeriahould automatically transfer here, but that is far from the
statement here, and | think | can appropriately quote from itcase. Early in the 1990s under Labor, our exports in this state

The SPEAKER: All right, if you have tabled it. were just over $3 billion. To the end of September 2001 our
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The ministerial statement exports out of this state totalled $8.5 hillion. We have seen
stated: an increase of about 2.5 times, and that is driving economic

Yesterday in the House of Assembly the member for Elizabett@rowth here.
made a series of extravagant claims in relation to the Western If you look at what has been exported, you see that it is not
Domiciliary Care Service. No-one should be surprised that thesg|evision sets and the things people overseas will cut off

claims were raised by the Labor Party on a day when its formey,, : ; ;
deputy leader Ralph Clarke announced his resignation from théu'Ckly' The mix of exports, carefully planned over time, is

Labor Party and embarrassed the party and Mike Rann. Indeed,d'ange of products which people will continue to buy. A lot
succeeded in having the Western Domiciliary Care Service on pagef it is rural produce. What is also ignored by a lot of the so-
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called experts is the fact that at the moment we are seeing The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Minerals and
high commodity prices in our major exports. Energy and the member for Schubert!

We see that the Australian dollar is still down low and that Ms STEVENS: | will begin the explanation again, sir.
there is a mix within our exports and, because there has been Members interjecting:
some restructuring in our exports, they are in fields which The SPEAK ER: Order! If members remained silent, we
will not feel the impact of a recession anywhere near anythingvould not get into this position.
else. | think that has been ignored by many economic An honourable member interjecting:
commentators. They have not taken into account how TheSPEAKER: | am not sure who that was. They would
important exports have been to our growth. Exports hav@ave been warned.
driven our growth, and the range of our exports is compre- Members interjecting:
hensive. The flow-on of what has happened with exports— The SPEAK ER: Order! Members will remain silent. The

Mr Conlon interjecting: member for Elizabeth will continue with her explanation.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Pat, do you want to listen to Ms STEVENS: Thank you, sir. The opposition has been
this? told that after the Employee Ombudsman’s inquiry recom-
Mr Hanna interjecting: mended further investigations into claims of misappropri-
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Mitchell! ation, fraud, misuse of motor vehicles, cronyism, nepotism

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Have a good look at that and intimidation, a senior manager at Western Domiciliary
document because, if the honourable member actually lookSare ordered two staff to shred documents. This is alleged to
at it, he will see that the final demand is about seven timehave taken place over a period of two days and before Ernst
above the national average. So, the honourable membé&rYoung arrived. To assist the minister | can, on a confiden-
should have a good read rather than be selective. As a restilil basis, provide him with the names of the staff who are
of our export growth, we have seen unemployment in Southlleged to have shredded the documents.

Australia fall to as close as it has been to the national average The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

for many years. As | said, there is no vacancy in the Adelaid&ervices): | am delighted that the member has asked a
CBD for premium accommodation. There is a low levelsubsequent question on this, because | have found the point
available for the next class and only 10 per cent overall. Iin the ministerial statement | tabled yesterday that | think the
members go back to the early 1990s and look at what it walslouse should be aware of. We sat here on Tuesday and heard
then, they will see that it was a lot worse than that. certain claims made by the member for Elizabeth. In the

One thing about which we need to be careful in Southministerial statement tabled yesterday it is indicated that,
Australia—and we need to be realistic all the time—is thatcontrary to the opposition claims, there was no allegation in
when we talk about our economic performance, particularlyhe report of a $2 million misappropriation.
our export performance in the future, we look at what we are  Members interjecting:
growing and selling and the strong commaodity prices thatare TheHon. DEAN BROWN: We all sat here and heard the
available. As yet, that has not been affected and there haglegations, yet—
been no weakening of demand for our produce; prices are Membersinterjecting:
staying up. We should keep that in mind and not let a self- TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Minister Lawson—
perpetuating drop in confidence affect this economy because Membersinterjecting:
we read it in the paper. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Let us deal with the points

I urge all those who commentate on the South Australiaghat have been investigated. We all heard the member for
economy to look realistically at where the growth has comeElizabeth raise certain allegations. They arélansard for
from and where our opportunities are, because | believe thaill to see. Someone might like to look at a copyHainsard
at the moment, we have the right mix to enable us to performaf Tuesday and see reference to the $2 million that has been

very strongly over the next couple of years. misappropriated. Yet yesterday’s ministerial statement states:
Contrary to the opposition claims, there was no allegation in the
WESTERN DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE report of a $2 million misappropriation.

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to Another section of the statement is as fpllows..
the Minister for Human Services. ... Ernst & Young, conduct[ed] a special audit of Western
Members interiectin: Domiciliary Care Services in order to ascertain if there was any basis
ers interjecting: for the allegations of misappropriation. Ernst & Young completed
The SPEAKER: Order! their investigation and found no evidence of misappropriation or

Ms STEVENS: Given yesterday’s statement to parliamentfraudulent conduct.
by the Minister for Disability Services that Ernst & Young The ministerial statement continues:
found no eV'denc_:e,Qf misappropriation or fraudulent corl(;iuct They [Ernst & Young] confirmed that there was ‘insufficient
at Western Domiciliary Care and that there was insufficientyidence to proceed in taking the matter to the police’. The auditor
evidence to take the matter to the police, what did the Dundid, however, identify a number of internal control deficiencies, and
inquiry find in relation to claims by staff that managementthese were addressed.
ordered the shredding of documents before Ernst & Young think everyone would agree that Ernst & Young has said
conducted their inquiry? The opposition has been told thathat there is insufficient evidence to call in the police.
after the Employee Ombudsman inquiry recommendediiinister Lawson appoints the Crown Solicitor with the
further investigations into claims of misappropriation, fraud,specific instruction that, if any evidence whatsoever is found
misuse of motor vehicles, cronyism, nepotism and intimidaof a criminal offence that would cover any of the matters

tion, a senior manager— raised by the member for Elizabeth, the police would
The Hon. R.L. Brokenshire interjecting: immediately be called. What more could a minister do? That
Ms STEVENS: It's not a joke. is the appropriate course of action to take. As | said to the

Members interjecting: member for Elizabeth, if she has any evidence at all, either
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take it to minister Lawson or take it to the Crown Solicitor, WESTERN DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE

but stop using the protection of parliament to try to obtain

some sensational headlines on material and claims which are Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is to the
unsubstantiated. If the member for Elizabeth can come alonglinister for Human Services. As the senior—

with substantiated evidence, | have no complaint with her Membersinterjecting:

using this chamber to reveal it. But when they are unsubstan- The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bragg for
tiated claims that have not been put to the individualdisruption of the House.

involved—and no evidence has yet been tabled to substantiate Ms STEVENS: As the senior responsible minister, will
them—I think it is inappropriate to be pointing fingers atthe minister explain why the statement to parliament yester-
individuals that might suggest a breach of the criminal lawday by the Minister for Ageing and Disability Services made
It is all about using appropriate standards that apply withimo reference to allegations made by staff at the Western

this parliament. Domiciliary Service concerning Medicare fraud—
Ms Stevens: You're a good one to talk about that. An honourable member interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Waite.
MsSTEVENS: —and will the minister undertake to
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY provide Medicare with a copy of Dunn’s findings and copies

of all relevant staff submissions made to the Dunn inquiry?

Mr VENNING (Schubert): My question is directed to  The opposition has been told that federal Medicare fraud
the Deputy Premier and Minister for Human Services.  investigators yesterday requested details of the allegations

An honourable member interjecting: and the findings of the Dunn inquiry.

Mr VENNING: It has nothing to do with printing. Can Members interjecting:
the minister outline to the House the impact of the capital The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the
works spending in the human services area on the construGpposition.
tion industry and jobs in South Australia? TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  Services): Minister Lawson was the author of the ministerial
Services): In relation to the construction industry, there is nostatement, so—
doubt that the Department for Human Services is now playing Members interjecting:

a huge role in the amount of construction being undertaken The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, a question was asked

in South Australia. Let me touch on some of the key areasyhy something was done in the ministerial statement. |
firstly, the hospitals. In the last eight years this governmentannot answer on behalf of Minister Lawson. He wrote the
has spent over $700 million on the capital works program ogtatement. | will put that specific question to the minister,
hospitals in South Australia. I highlight the fact that, when webut—

came to government, the previous government was spending Members interjecting:

a mere $59 million a year on both building and medical The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth is
equipment. In the capital works area we are now spendingyarned. The deputy leader is warned.

just within the public hospital system, $143 million a year. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | can indicate that | have
That is a huge jump and in fact the figures show that, in thgeen the Dunn report and read its recommendations. | have
eight years we have been in government, we have spergad the body of the Dunn report and have seen that, attached
$700 million. Think of the jobs that has created. | know thatto it, is the summary of interviews in which a number of
the construction industry now looks at the hospital rebuildunsubstantiated claims were made. | point out to the House,
program in this state as one of the key areas that has genes Minister Lawson has indicated, that nowhere in those
ated jobs within the industry. claims is there any mention of $2 million.

| also cite the example of housing. In the housing area, | know that members opposite are pretty desperate for
again, we have had a massive program: in this year, 2001-0g8uestions. | could go off and ask any anonymous person to
we will spend a total of $89 million in the capital side of the make statements about any member of the opposition but, if
housing program, and that includes new builds and redevel-had the gall to stand here and read unsubstantiated claims
opment, house purchases, double unit separations, urbabout a member of the opposition without giving the name
renewal, the maintenance capital program and some othef the individual, there would be absolute pandemonium and
programs as well, including emergency and crisis housingoutcry from the opposition—and quite rightly so.

On top of that, we also have the money that is spent and When it comes to substantiated claims, the former Deputy
generated through HomeStart. | gave the House the specifi@ader of the Opposition, the now Independent, Mr Clarke—
numbers on Tuesday, and they are very substantial indeed. Members interjecting:

This year, 270 new homes will be started under the capital TheHon. DEAN BROWN: In fact, there were some
works program of the Department of Human Services. tlaims that were substantiated in terms of the endorsed
compare that to the situation about four or five years agmmember for Enfield—sorry, the unofficially endorsed
when we were down to about 30 new homes a year. Why? thember for Enfield.

is because we have eliminated the $350 million commercial Members interjecting:

debt that sat within the Housing Trust. The $35 million that The SPEAKER: Order!

was going to pay interest on that commercial debt is now TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will leave it up to the
going into the construction industry, creating jobs but, mosendorsed member for Enfield as to how he would like to be
importantly of all, creating homes in the public sector forreferred to, whether it be self endorsed, officially endorsed
people who need them. | think the capital works progranby the Labor Party or the leader, or whatever. | point out that
of the Department of Human Services is now a significanthe basis on which these allegations are made—without any
part of the construction industry, the jobs and the economientification as to who is making them and with no substan-
development of this state. tiation of the allegations at all, just wild claims indeed—is,



Thursday 29 November 2001 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2991

| believe, inappropriate in this parliament. | have heard Labomore—and pay for it—and live within the means of the
ministers such as the former Attorney Len King (who wentbudget.
on to become Chief Justice of the Supreme Court) absolutely Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

castigate members of this parliament— The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Peake.
Members interjecting: TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Within this year's
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence is budget, $5.2 million is allocated for an additional 90 police

warned. officers. Some members on both sides of the House came to

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: —for making unsubstantiat- the graduation and saw some of those officers the other day.
ed allegations. | refer the member for Elizabeth back to somethank those members, including the very good member for
of the sorts of comments made by then Attorney-General LeRrice, who came along. It will be good to see the member for
King on exactly the same behaviour as she is exhibiting ifPrice winning an Independent seat against the Labor Party in

this House this afternoon. the next five or six months. With that additional money,
90 extra police will be recruited this year, and that is on top
POLICE FUNDING of an additional number of police over the last two years.

. ) o With recruitment, attritions and increases it totals 500, and
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Minister for 750 police will be going through the academy in a three year
Police, Correctional Services and Emergency Services outlingariog.
to the House the level of funding this government has Further, in answer to the member for MacKillop’s
provided to the police to improve community safety, and isyyestion—and this is also very important—not only have we
the minister aware of any alternative funding plans? been able to deliver a record budget; not only have we been
TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,  gpje to pay for a good enterprise bargaining agreement for the
Correctional Services and Emergency Services): | am — men and women police for the work they do, but we have
dellghted'to. spenq a little bit of time answering the questionpeen able to provide them with very good accommodation.
because it is an important one. Just this year in the Souifjje have spent millions of dollars in the last 12 months or so
Australia Police budget we have seen an increase of $28 mily connection with the South-East LSA in Mount Gambier;
lion. I am very pleased to go out and tell the community thak g million was funded for Netley to help the Sturt LSA and
under our Liberal government in the year 2001 we have jush have our special tactical and response force located right
delivered a record police budget for South Australia. Nearly,ext to the airport; $30 million has just been spent on both the
$400 million has been delivered to the South Australiame police station in Adelaide, in Wakefield Street, and the
police department. On top of that, considerably more will bgypgraded police facilities in Grenfell Street. | could detail a
delivered, such as the $73 million over the next three yeargst of equipment longer than your arm.
to be able to give _the police_ the enterprise bargaining Tnat is what this government has been doing with its
agreement that has just been signed off. _ budgets, and that is in very stark contrast to the previous
So, on top of the $400 million record budget, which gjiation under Labor. We have been able to deliver these
actually comes on the back of an increased budget last yeg{ilities, and we will deliver more, because we know how
and an increased budget the year before, we have segfigrow South Australia. Have a look at the budget outcomes
$73 million being allocated over a three year pe_rlod to Pay, 1993 and have a look at where we are today. We will
the men and women of the South Australian police force aRontinue to deliver, because we are good economic managers.
enterprise bargaining agreement increase. We have $114 mil-
lion more in the police budget today than there was whenthe \WESTERN DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE
Labor Party was in office in 1993. | am sure that not only
members on this side want to put the facts in the newsletters: Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to
one day the opposition might also want to put some facts ithe Minister for Human Services. Given that yesterday’s
them, and | am very happy to provide them— statement by the Minister for the Ageing and Disability
Ms Thompson interjecting: Services made no reference to allegations concerning
TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Particularly the nepotism or the conversion of a bequest of $10 000 to the
member for Reynell, because | actually see the member falestern Domiciliary Day Care Centre, and given that you
Reynell's trashy newsletters in the next electorate—nohave just told us that you have read the report, what did the
dealing with police budgets or what the government does t@unn inquiry find on these issues, and did the report handed
support the police but talking down the Morphett Vale areadown on 18 October 2001 recommend that any matters be
when it comes to crime issues that are being addressed. referred to the police? Yesterday, the Minister for the Ageing
There are 4 600 sworn and non-sworn officers currentlyand Disability Services, in answer to a question, confirmed
in the Police Department. That is a 4 per cent increase righhat allegations about the engagement of contract staff
up to today compared to what it was under Labor in 1993. Bwithout due process and the conversion of a $10 000 bequest
the end of the 2001-02 financial year, we will see a furthehad been considered by the Dunn inquiry.
increase of 100 in the sworn and non-sworn numbers to a TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
total of 4 700, which is a 7 per cent increase in sworn andservices): Again, the member for Elizabeth is trying to imply
non-sworn officers under this Liberal government comparedhat the Dunn inquiry recommended that certain matters be
to the position under Labor. We have been able to deliver thigeferred to the police. The facts are that the Dunn inquiry did
social dividend and increase the budgets because we knavet recommend that at all. The Dunn inquiry came to three
how to manage an economy. We do not put it on the plastibroad recommendations: that there needed to be some reform
card; we deliver, and when we deliver we pay. of the human resource and general management of the
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: Western Domiciliary Care Service; that there needed to be a
TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: The member for Peake review of higher payments made in terms of salaries; and that
needs to understand that a Liberal government can providegovernment investigating officer be appointed.
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Minister Lawson, in fact, appointed a government We are educationally rich. Let me assure you, sir, that that
investigating officer by appointing the Crown Solicitor. For is not inherited wealth, because Labor, in the early 1990s, left
those who do not know, the government investigating officersais with absolutely no riches. In fact, the cupboard was not
work within the Crown Solicitor’s office. He made sure— bare; there was a hole in the floor. The fact is that we did not

Ms Stevens interjecting: inherit any educational wealth from Labor, and the sad thing
The SPEAKER: The member for Elizabeth is warned IS that there have been no lessons learnt on that side since that
again. | ask the member to contain herself. time. The irony and the sad thing is that, when Labor talks

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: He made sure that it was a about education, it talks about numbers, numbers, numbers.

: i d again, we repeatedly see in this place that Labor is
lawyer who was appointed so that a lawyer could see all th ime and ac .
evidence and see whether there was any evidence of a brealpPe!ess ith numbers. Ask the member for Ross Smith or
of the criminal law. So, the minister went for a higher level poor Senator Schacht about numbers in the Labor Party, and
of investigation than that recommended by Dunn. | stress thé}O\?\/Aandbwhen ]Eh‘t?/ caLn (t:)ounlt:; h ¢ it bout
the question was whether the inquiry recommended that the embers of the Labor Party have .orgo én abou
police be brought in, and the answer is that, no, it did noquca“OT" because they talk about leaks; they do not talk
recommend that the police be brought in. It recommendeabom children. And they talk about leaks; they do not talk

that there be an independentgovernmentinvestigation—ar‘?cﬁ.‘)l.Jt learning. If members of the Labor Party have any
that is exactly what Minister Lawson has done. affinity for numbers, if they think that they are pretty good,
they should stand up and be counted on their record of

economic management, because it is pathetic. They should
stand up and be counted on education, because it falls into the

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is Samebasket.
directed to the Minister for Education and Children's M Koutsanton@mterje'ctlng. .
Services. Could the minister advise the House of the contri- T_he SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake is warned
bution education makes to the economic wellbeing of Soutf9an:
Australia?

TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and

Children’s Services): | thank the member for Waite for his TheHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
question, because education today is up front and centre, agélestion is directed to the Premier. Given that the Premier—
government should make no mistake about that statement. An honourable member interjecting:

We cannot be the clever country—we simply cannot compete The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Water Re-
either globally or internally—unless we have the intellectuakources is warned also.

fire power in our students and in our community to drive our - The Hon. M.D. RANN: He needs a good Bex and a lie
economy. down. My question is directed to the Premier. Given that the

Imagine, sir, for just one moment that our intellectualpresent Premier championed the privatisation of electricity—
friends opposite, and their union friends, set the standards not An honourable member interjecting:
only for the education system but also for the way that we TheHon. M.D. RANN: Oh, he doesn’'t now. Okay, we
work with business, both large and small, and the way thawill wait for that—will he say whether the government
we work internationally. Imagine if Labor set the standardsremains committed to the January 2003 date for entry of
You can see it now: back to basics, union fundamentalisrhouseholds into the contestable electricity market, and what
taught through all our schools—their vision of salvationadvice has the government received about legal action by the
through unionism. Some vision! Some salvation! Somenew private owners of ETSA if it defers that date? The
future! That is why we cannot have them back on thePremier might want to forget what he said previously, but—
Treasury benches. They dumbed down education before and The SPEAKER: Order! | will withdraw leave if the
they will dumb down education again. leader does not get on with his explanation.

However, | can advise the House that South Australiais TheHon. M.D. RANN: —on 17 March—no, you can't
not doomed. We have the highest performing educatioflick this past—
system in this country. This is backed up by the Evatt The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition
Foundation—the Labor philosophy think tank, saying thawill resume his seat. | suggest that he listen to the directives
South Australia is number one in education in this countryfrom the chair. If he continues with that type of explanation,
and it is next to the best in performance in science and mathbwill withdraw leave. | suggest that the leader should get on
In science, in the international TIMSS test, we came thirdwith his explanation.
and eighth in maths. The only countries above us are TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. On 17 March
countries like Malaysia and Japan. We beat the United State$999, the Premier told theorthern Argus:
we beat all the European countries, and we beat every other All we want to do is sell ETSA. If we don't sell ETSA we will
state in Australia. be in real strife.

But this government will not stop there, as enterprising asle agrees with that now. There have been power price rises
it is. We are also innovators. Yesterday | mentioned thdor business customers averaging 35 per cent and, in the
maths and science school at Flinders University. That is nd®remier’s own electorate, the Pasminco smelter faces a
only space age innovation: it will also be space age ir60 per cent increase in its power bill. Families could face
practice, because we will have students working withsimilar price rises when price caps come off in January 2003.
researchers (and that has not been done before anywhere inTheHon. R.G. KERIN (Premier): | think the first
Australia) from Flinders University, training teachers in question was about January 2003. As the leader knows, there
science and maths, and then those teachers will go out to oare four options at which we are looking, and he will find out
schools and extend that knowledge. in good time.

EDUCATION, CONTRIBUTION

ELECTRICITY, PRIVATISATION
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As far as my electorate is concerned, in relation to what TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: There are some reasons
people have said before, the other day | was looking at sonfer resignation, but success is not usually one of them, | have
of the editions oHansard from the other place. Some people to say. Members would well be aware that when the govern-
would know the Hon. Ron Roberts, who is a member of thatnent first came to office we were faced with an array of
place. He is from my electorate area. At one stage, a repogbvernment enterprises that were being run into the ground.
was given (and | think he spoke about it over there) of theSA Water was one of those, but in turning them around we
former premier and the member for Stuart having gone to theave not only turned around the economics and values of
Port Augusta Power Station. He told a story about that whiclthese government business enterprises with sound financial
he thought was a really good story about championingnanagement but we have also had a direct effect on individu-
privatisation. It was an attack on the member for Stuart andls in the South Australian community because of the success
on the former premier. of those GBEs. | would like to run through a few of them and

The Hon. Ron Roberts thought it was such a good attacdemonstrate exactly why that is.
that, a little while later, he told exactly the same story, which  Because of the financial figures | mentioned before about
appeared itdansard, but he removed the member for Stuart's SA Water, with about 1.5 million people in our state, the
name and inserted my name; and he removed ‘Port Augus#7 million loss in the last year of the Labor government
Power Station’ and inserted ‘Port Pirie Power Station’ (whichmeant that each individual South Australian, for every year
we will build when we get SAMAG). He put that on the that that occurred, was paying an additional $31 on what
record in the other house as an attack on me about poweright be said to be their water rates, because that is what it
privatisation. Labor’s record of attacks on members overost to run the EWS.
power privatisation have not been particularly reliable to date. The Hon. R.L. Brokenshire interjecting:

What | said to theNorthern Argusin 1999 | stick by. You TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, they didn’t; they had
guys put us into the debt position and you also were instruto pay it out of their own pocket—and that is exactly the
mental in setting up the national electricity market. If you putproblem. With SA Water's contribution in the last financial
those two things together: you put together our debt level—year ($225 million), the situation is different. This equates to

Mr Foley: John Olsen did that. a positive return for every South Australian of $150. That

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart.  means that there has been a $181 turnaround for every South

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: If you put together our debt level Australian. That is what it means to individual South
and the national electricity market, both— Australians when you do well in the government business

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: enterprises. _

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the With regard to the Land Management Corporation, QO
Opposition for a second time. members recall its predecessor, the Multi Function Polis,

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: —of the making of members when, l_mder Labor, we were the abs_olute laughing st_ock of
across the éha{m.ber you Will see why we had to sell ETSAAustralla? | well recall the cartoon in one _of the national
There was no choice, for this government. If you guys had ndpapPers that had Wayne Goss, the then Premler of.Que‘ens,Iand,
messed up things in the early 1990s and got thrown out m.plng‘aroundy with a huge smile on.hls face saying, Weve
unceremoniously, you also would have had no choice. Yo Sﬁ’ we've lost’ and the then Premier of South Australia,
would have had to do exactly the same thing and you oug ohn Bannon, looking hangdog (even though _he d".j not yet
to admit it. now that. he was about_to take the state into financial

Membersinterjecting: disarray with thg bank) saying, ‘We've won.’ We have turned

o around the Multi Function Polis through the Land Manage-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Colton. ment Corporation. Now under sound financial management
it returns in dividends and income tax equivalents a total of
$32.6 million. For the year ending 30 June 2002, itis on track

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Govern- to ?I'Xr?aete'g ﬁa?ql:ggﬁéergtﬂ;ﬂg.sng $§";gg°{1ﬁ Australians
ment Enterprises advise the House how South Australia is. : ! u individu uth Ad lans.

benefiting from the improved economic management oacl:fur;cl)lt olryglzgo%gh dtg fﬁﬁkgosxl/tévsc?%?mggf gl;t:’vﬁa%':
government business enterprises? y 9 gs. ’

- been known to say before, in insurance in the Bermuda
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- - ’ :
ment Enterprises): | thank the member for Colton for his Triangle, as happened under the previous Labor government.

uestion. In commencing this answer | am reminded of thWe In fact seek to leverage off our improved financial
?mmortall words of Dang Quayle, who once said at the%ituation to provide better and more services to South
beginning of his speech: Yie, Australians, rather than delivering very tall buildings in the
9 9 P oo _ _ _ metropolis of Melbourne: 333 Collins Street is a terrific
Before | start speaking, there are just a couple of things I'd “kebuilding, but it should be, given the amount of money that the
to say. . . S government wasted on it.
Before commencing the answer, | would like to identify that  The present opposition says, ‘But we are different now.’
yesterday, in answering a question from the member for Hartyell, they are not. My medical training identifies they are not
I made some errors, and | would like to correct the record. because it is genetic. What happens is union hacks will
indicated yesterday that the old E&WS Department made always waste taxpayers’ money: Labor governments always
loss of $45 million under Labor: it did not—it was have and they always will. They do not know how to manage
$47 million. l indicated that SA Water’s total contribution to financially and successfully. Our government’s sound
government in 2001-02 is $200 million: it is not—it is financial management is achieving many things. We have
$225 million. ' been able to spend the money that we have managed to gain
In response to the question from the member for Colton—for the people of South Australia on things in South Australia

Mr Koutsantonis. Resign! such as the environmental improvement program in SA

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
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Water, of which the member for Lee was so laudatory whenvant to do that in a climate in which it is acknowledged that
we announced that we were taking the sewage out of the Pdttere has been some personal animosity between some of the
River. That is a great bonus. individuals involved? Therefore, the reason for not tabling the
WorkCover has been able to return $108 million to theDunn inquiry is quite simple: you would defame individuals
businesses of South Australia, and this means that there willith no right to get justice in any way whatsoever.
be more jobs for individuals in the community as the
businesses reinvest that money. What it also means (because =~ DISABLED PERSONS, EMPLOYMENT
| have insisted on better work-to-live programs and better ] o
rehabilitation) is that in 1993-94 there were 40 600 claims. Mr MEIER (Goyder): Will the Minister for Employment
This year that number has been reduced to 29 161 claimand Training inform the House whether the government has
What sound and good financial management means is thBd success in helping to provide jobs for people who have
you have money to invest in work-to-live programs, whichdisabilities?
means that fewer individuals in the community are being TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Employment
injured, and that is a bonus. and Training): | thank the honourable member for his
The Land Management Corporation is doing lots of goodfuestion, because al! members of this House will be equally
things, but what does it mean for the individuals in theconcerned about the job status of all people but none more so
community? It has been responsible for the shack freeholdinglan those with disabilities. Fortunately, because we are a
program. There is a huge income target, but it also means th&@ring government, we have a policy for action in helping
the people who now own their shacks are actually spendingeople with disabilities to obtain jobs. This government
money on improving them, and that creates jobs and meaf¥orks with those companies which have the foresight to
that South Australians are able to enjoy our fantastic outdoof§cognise the value of people with disabilities and which
as they would like to do. | refer to our success with the Landgvant to create employment for them. We believe that this is
Management Corporation with the private sector J0|nta VasltllmprOVement on the pOSItlon that we found ourselves
venturers. The member for Wright is enthusiastic about manipheriting a few years ago.
of the things that are happening in her electorate with the In November last year the state government launched its

Golden Grove— Disability Recruitment Coordinator (DRC) program, which
The Hon. D.C. Wbtton interjecting: helps people with a range of disabilities to find open, and in
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: No, it's not, actually. most cases, full-time employment. To date this program has
Mr Foley interjecting: secured 196 jobs across the private and public sectors with

TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Hart @ further 70 positions being offered by two prominent
mentions Port Adelaide. | know that he is supportive of theSUpermarket chains. The program contains a number of
registration of interest process for the redevelopment of Poffitiatives designed to maximise jobs for people with
Adelaide’s inner harbor. We can do that only because wéisabilities. Through the Office of the Commissioner for
have managed successfully. Regarding the $5.5 millioffublic Employment an exemption has been sought to place
Islington Rail Yard remediation, | know that the independent®@0P!€ in the South Australian public sector as a pro-active
candidate for Enfield—Mike Rann’s candidate for Enfield—Mmeasure. | think it is important that the state government lead
is totally supportive of what the Land Management Corporaby example. , ,
tion did there. The only way we can do that and return a ASaresult, under this government, in total contrast to the
dividend for the individuals is by managing successfully and€cord of the previous government, 59 people with disabilities
financially. There are lots of things that we are doing becaus@ave been placed in jobs and agencies right across the
we have been managing successfully but the important thingPvernment. The DRC program also identified opportunities
i that we do not gloat about our financial success because W Place people with disabilities in call centres in South
turn that back into services and benefits for individual Souttfustralia and 10 people have been placed there. But it does
Australians in individual communities, and long may it last. N0t stop in the metropolitan area and | am sure all country

members will realise that disability is not confined to city
WESTERN DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE areas. In regional areas including the Fleurieu, the Barossa
Valley, the Adelaide Hills and Yorke Peninsula, 35 positions

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Human have so far been filled by small businesses specifically for
Services, as the senior responsible minister who has read theople with disabilities. So far, around 150 people have
Dunn report into matters pertaining to Western Domiciliaryundertaken training in pre-employment.

Care, now release the findings of the Dunn inquiry? I will finish on two notes: Coles and Bi-Lo deserve a
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  particular commendation, because they have placed 70

Services): The answer is ‘No. intellectually impaired persons in stores across this state, and
Members interjecting: the public of South Australia should acknowledge a valuable

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | can tell you why. It is initiative. | finish by saying that the government is an equal
because in the appendix to the Dunn inquiry there is a seriegpportunity employer. It takes young people with disabilities
of unsubstantiated statements and allegations from individuwnd trains them.
als about other individuals. To release the report would | have come to know quite well a young man with an
breach every right of an individual to fair justice that oneintellectual disability who lives just down the road from me.
could dream of. Talk about a kangaroo court! Imagine whatle was placed within government service and given a
would happen if | walked in here with some unsubstantiatedraineeship. When he completed that traineeship, after a little
allegations from someone whose identity was not even knowdifficulty, he was placed in a permanent job commensurate
and laid them on the table. This report does not identify whawvith his abilities in the government service.
is making these allegations: they are individuals A, B, C,and | cannot emphasise to the members on this side of the
D, but they are unsubstantiated allegations. Why would yot{ouse and, | hope, on the other side, what a difference it has
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made to that young person’s life. He will never lead a life likethe DPP must apply to the courts before they can take a DNA
any one of us, but at least he will lead a life that is completelysample from a convicted criminal in prison. The court has a
fulfilling and very happy, simply because the governmentiscretion to refuse such an application.

chose to acknowledge him as a human being, to treat him as The court must take into account the nature and serious-
a human being and to give him help to do the work that he imess of the offence and any established propensity to engage
capable of doing. in serious criminal conduct. This must be balanced by the

I commend the Minister for Human Services and all othefjudge against the right to privacy, the privilege against self-
ministers, indeed all members of this House, who havéncrimination and the right to bodily integrity. Ken Thorsen
supported people with disabilities and who show compassiosays that the importance of DNA testing prisoners is that
and caring instead of treating them as just numbers, giving§0 per cent of crime is committed by about 8 per cent of
them a pension and forgetting about them. offenders. Michael Dawson, the Victims of Crime director,
is not in favour of DNA testing suspects but he says that the
situation with convicted offenders is different. He states:

We know that people tend to reoffend and, from a victim’s
perspective, DNA testing for those people is a strategy that is really
very useful.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE There is a world of difference between the Labor opposition
and the Liberal government on this point. If elected, a Labor

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Each individual's DNA  goyernment would order the DNA testing of all prisoners.
profile is, like a fingerprint, unique. Our DNA profile can be

worked out in a laboratory from a sample of our blood, our  Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | would like to do two things
hair, semen, a scraping of our skin or, most commonly, @ the few minutes available to me today: one is to reflect on
swab from the inside of our mouth. Our DNA profile can bethe quality of senior secondary schooling in Mount Gambier
matched with blood, hair, semen or skin left at a crime scengnd the other is to express some concerns about the Work-
or on a victim's body or clothing. Our DNA profile can be Cover Corporation’s call for expressions of interest for the
reduced to numbers by computer and matched with thgrovision of investigation services. Let me briefly talk first
numbers from a sample gathered at a crime scene. about secondary education in Mount Gambier.

Not only does DNA matching give billion-to-one-on A measure of the opportunities of the future of any
certainty in convicting an accused: it gives billion-to-one-oncommunity would be the present schooling. The people of the
certainty in clearing suspects. In the United States, 6@uture are in our schools today. Our youth of today are our
prisoners have been freed after giving DNA samples thaéconomic and social engine room of the future. My commun-
show that they were not guilty of the crime for which they ity finds itself in a most remarkable position. The two public
were imprisoned. high schools in Mount Gambier have both in the last week

At South Australia’s forensic science laboratory there aréeen identified as leading high schools across the whole of
samples from about 700 crime scenes, some of them fromustralia. Mount Gambier High School last week was rated
well before South Australia’s first DNA matching law was as one of the top 10 in Australia in terms of innovation.
passed in 1998. These samples await matching with DNA  Since then, Grant High School has received accolades and
samples taken from convicted criminals or suspects. Seventiennyson Woods College, the private Catholic college in
of the samples are from more than one crime scene and oount Gambier, has invested huge amounts of money in
DNA sample was found at seven crime scenes. redevelopment over the past two years and, under the

According to Ken Thorsen, a retired police commandeitieadership of Pam Ronan in the past 12 months, has set about
and the policeman in charge of the investigation of the Trurenaking itself a significant presence in the community. The
murders, South Australia’s DNA matching law ‘is the three leaders, Gary Costello, Wayne Johnson and Pam Ronan,
weakest in Australia as a tactical investigative and strategideserve full credit for the way they have taken on the
policing tool’. Ken Thorsen argues that a DNA sample shouldthallenge of preparing our young people for the future. Our
be taken from all people arrested, along with fingerprints andommunity can be most proud of what we have seen over the
a photograph—and | note the member for Price agrees. Heast 12 months and look forward to that remarkable effort
says the principal deterrents to crime are three: the higbontinuing.
probability of being caught, the certainty of being convicted The second effort is a sad tale. | wish to call on the
and penalties. government to review the process that it put in place whereby

In South Australia the only prisoners who can be DNAIt called for expressions of interests for the provision of
tested are those who have been sentenced for an indictalieestigation services under the WorkCover Corporation. We
offence (a very serious offence) carrying a maximum penalthave at the moment what | believe is an unintended outcome
of at least five years imprisonment and who were sentencesf what seemed like a good idea. The unintended outcome is
after the law came into effect in 1999. The Family murderethat services that in the past could have cost as little as $100
Bevan Spencer Von Einem cannot be obliged to give a DNAo $150 are now costing over $1 000. And the quality is no
sample and Truro murderer James Miller could not be obligebetter: in fact, in some cases it is worse.
to give a DNA sample, even though this could be done simply The reason for that is that many people who provide a
and painlessly. service in the country have now been precluded from the

Although 2 051 South Australian prisoners or ex-prisoner®pportunity to provide that service because they are no longer
can now be obliged to give a DNA sample under even ouon the panel that WorkCover makes available to those people
weak law, by January this year, after 12 months of the law’sequiring those services. On 11 April this year, WorkCover
operation, only 18 samples had been taken. The AttorneyEorporation of South Australia published a document calling
General announced on Radio 5AA on Friday that this numbefior expressions of interest for the provision of investigation
had now risen to 98. That is only 98 out of 2 051. Police orservices.
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In relation to the purpose of seeking expressions oferms had | not sent out leaflets myself with a detailed map
interest, the document states: of what was proposed.

The purpose for seeking expressions of interest is to appoint Unfortunately, after the time that | was briefed on the
external investigators to a panel of investigatordrom which the  matter, and before the matter went to the Development
Corporations, Claims Management Agents and Self Managef\ssessment Commission on 22 November this year, substan-
Employers may utilise the following categories of investigation; o, changes were made to the plan, so that | have a situation

services: . . .
Investigation Unit Investigations; where some of my constituents are faced with having a level

Agents and Self Management Employers’ Field InvestigationsCrossing less than 15 metres away from their houses, yet they
and have not been told by anyone that that will perhaps take

Surveillance. ‘ _ place. The government has certainly not included that in its
Panel Investigators will be engaged by the Corporation under thggnsultation process, and | have not had a chance in the last

External Investigator Service Provider Agreementtanel i ; ;
Investigators will only be appointed if they have sufficient numbersvw:“(:“k to visit every one of the residents affected. I will do so,

of Approved Operators in their employment. Investigators mayof course, in the near future. ) ) _
nominate one or a number of persons for appointment as Approved The government’s consultation process is summed up in

Operators. a PPK report, an environmental impact assessment and ‘a
So, what we have here is a good idea that will set up theseommunity consultation’. | put that in inverted commas,
panels. But, in setting up these panels, there are sonf¥ecause itis a very poor community consultation, and itis a
selection criteria, as follows: shoddy report in many respects. For example, it even has
Expressions of interest will be assessed according to thBaragraphs left in it about wind farms, because that is what
following criteria: was on the PPK word processor before they prepared this
... Investigator has the resources, experience and expertise—particular report, and they have not even proof read this
that sounds good— document; it is so shoddy.
[provision of] services in a manner which is consistent with the lwant b”.eﬂy to pgt on the record some remarks made by
Corporation’s objectives— the Hon. Diana Laidlaw about the Tonsley interchange

L proposal 10 years ago. The report to which | refer is as
that is fine— follows:

. . - the best level of service and value for money having regard to the - ophsition transport spokeswoman, Ms Laidlaw, said that it was
Corporation's objectives and the requirements of the Extemaligiculous’ to build the interchange at Tonsley.
Investigator Service Provider Agreement; ’

There are many people who can easily satisfy those thr She preferred then an interchange on the site near Westfield

criteria, as set out in point 2.2 in the expressions of interes arion. She also sa|.d: )
document. What has actually come to pass is that a differeqt nTvaehl(r)gSIey bus-rail interchange proposal was an interchange
set of criteria have been applied. So, suddenly people who O

had the resources, experience and a proven track record werge continued:

not rated highly. So, what tended to happen was that, unless It has been dismissed by the STA Board, strongly criticised by
you were part Of a network as part Of a b|gger Orgarnsano Pcal gOVernment, and to date there’s been no guarantee of funding
you did not get a look in. So, suddenly the larger organisa—ythe federal government.

tions in Adelaide have been nominated ahead of individualét this point, | interpose to say that, of course, there has been
in the country who, in some cases, have been providing B0 guarantee of funding even by the state government in
very satisfactory service at a much better cost—in one cadelation to the current proposal. It seems that the minister is

for up to 12 years. So, what was a good idea has gone bad$mply getting ready for a pre-election announcement, even
wrong. though there is no money, apart from consultants’ money, in

the current state budget. Back in 1990, the current Minister

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I want to speak today about the for Transport also said that the Tonsley interchange proposal
proposed Bedford Park Interchange which the governmeris finished; it is dead. She never said a good thing about it;
proposes to build in my electorate. The interchange proposashe did nothing but criticise the proposal, and, as | have
of course, has a significant history. In the late 1980s, th@ointed out, the current proposal is much worse than the one
Labor government proposed what was called the Tonslethat we had 10 years ago.
interchange. A crucial difference between that proposal and Time expired.
the current one is that there was land available next to the
Tonsley Railway Station for the interchange to be built back TheHon.G.M.GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to
in the early 1990s. When the Liberal government was electegarticipate briefly in this grievance debate—
the existing Housing Trust homes were demolished and the TheHon. M K. Brindal: And we are always pleased to
land was sold off for private dwellings. So, the original hear you.
proposed site is no longer available for the interchange, and The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | thank the minister very
this creates serious traffic problems, because any interchangeich for his kind endorsement, and | look forward to
must now face the barrier of Sturt Road if the interchange gparticipating in these debates for a number of years in the
Bedford Park is to link up with the Tonsley railway line.  future, as | am sure the member for Ross Smith and the

The consultation process has been seriously deficientaiember for Price will also be doing—
Only some six weeks ago, residents in my electorate were Mr Atkinson interjecting:
provided with leaflets in their letterbox which contained a TheHon. G.M. GUNN: —with the concurrence of the
thumb nail sketch of the interchange proposed. True, themmember for Spence, who | know is looking forward to the
was also a display at Westfield Shopping Town Marion, bubngoing participation of both members. First, | am delighted
| am sure that there are hundreds of residents who would ntthat the minister has approved the development of the
have been familiar with the government’s proposal in broadHoneymoon uranium project, which has been long in coming.
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They have had to deal with the frustrations, inactivity and Mr Atkinson interjecting:
weakness of the Bannon years and the tyranny of Sena- TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | don't know if the
tor Bolkus during the last election campaign. The companynember is talking about his friend—
in question and the people involved have been resolute in Time expired.
their desire to develop this project, which will be in the long-
term best interests of the people of this state. MsBEDFORD (Florey): In what may be my last
If one goes to Beverley, one will see what a wonderfulopportunity to speak in this 49th parliament, | rise to bring
developmentiitis. Itis professionally managed and operateidie House’s attention to the conference that was held here in
and providing extensive jobs to people who would probablyAdelaide in September of this year, and another that is due
be unemployed. Many of them are my constituents, and thel@ be held here in February 2002, looking at the complex
are delighted to be employed there. | understand that theggoblem of bullying. The one-day conference on 26 Sep-
people now want to extend that excellent project, and | lookember, entitled ‘Working Towards a Bully Free Workplace’,
forward to that decision taking place in the near future. Alldiscussed the consequences for employers who fail to address
members in this place should be encouraging them, and | lodkullying issues, and it aimed, among other things, to increase
forward to and hope for the unanimous support of the Housawareness about bullying and violence in Australian work-
in any legislation or activity which may be necessary. places; to gain an understanding of the effect such practices
In relation to the Honeymoon project, | can remembeave on the lives of those concerned; the impact on produc-

going there years ago when the first people set out to operafﬂyity and culture of organisations where bullying is identi-
it. fied; and also to look at legislation currently in place and to

Mr Atkinson: In about 1982 Gunnie explore development and implementation of policies and
TheHon. G M GUNN: Yes :':md they.were frustrated in procedures to deal with what continues to be a growing

h o .__problem. Whatever is being done is certainly not enough.
their activities. However, | am pleased to say that the proje hy else would an unfunded organisation such as the South
is now going ahead and will be a very good thing for thoseAustralian Employees Bullied Out of Work (SAEBOW) be

small communities in the north-east of South Australia. Th?ormed and survive? The fact that this organisation exists is
project has the public endorsement of the Mayor of Br()I(er?:onfirmation that not enough is being done. It seems that

Hill. . L there is no question that damaging interpersonal practices do
Mr Atkinson interjecting: ~ exist, and that the term ‘bullying’ is applied to a great number
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, he wasn't saying nice of hehaviours. This is, in itself, one of the problems. Defining
things about the Labor Party and Mr Beazley in the electiofihe various and often subtle practices that deny workplaces
campaign. He thought that they had taken leave of theify| productivity is difficult. The number of studies undertak-

senses with their opposition to this project. | thoughtthat, oruy globally clearly support the notion that this is a major
that occasion, he was correct. So, | am pleased that both the&@mem that destroys lives and livelihoods, and costs

projects will go ahead, because they will have long-termygrkplaces billions of dollars.

benefits. The Working Women'’s Centre here in South Australia

I have been perturbed for a long time about the fact thaindertook a study in 1997 and received a WorkCover grant
we set up these organisations, such as the EPA and othetg, conduct the project ‘Workplace Bullying: A Practical
and they then become a law unto themselves. They becomgyproach’, aimed at developing policies, procedures and
full of their own importance. They remind me of somethingworkplace training. The Working Women’s Centre is
like a turkey gobbler, similar to the member for Hart. Theyconvening the international conference to be held here on
become red in the face, blow up their chests and a great gusin-22 February 2002, being sponsored by WorkCover and
of air comes out, although it does not amount to a great deajyorkplace Services.
The EPA, however, can have long-term effects on small The Minister for Workplace Services is to be commended
communities and small businesses, when there is no justificgor his support of this conference. He has recently revealed,
tion for it. in an answer to a question in another place, that Workplace

If these organisations are going to act in an arbitraryServices has not conducted any formal studies into the impact
unreasonable and unfair manner—when some of the staff iof bullying. So, this conference is not before time. | welcome
them fail to respond to telephone calls or ignore electedhis step as it has become apparent to me that there is indeed
officials, such as mayors of councils, then the time has coman appalling lack of procedures to resolve such workplace
for this parliament to place them under the scrutiny of théssues. | have spoken out about bullying on many occasions
parliamentary committee. Then, the public of this state—ifin my time here, initially, in my maiden speech. | did so
they believe that they have been badly treated by one of theg@cause | have seen the effects of bullying on many workers.
quangos that have taken it upon themselves to behave in suchave spoken out to management on behalf of fellow workers
amanner, with the encouragement of the member for Kaurnand | have experienced workplace bullying myself. It can
and other anti-developers and groups that want to see us liveappen to anyone, and usually when individuals face other
in tents with candles—can express their opposition to the wagersonal issues at a critical level. When anyone feels bullied,
in which they have been treated. The parliament has to act they must take action. In the absence of procedures that
redress the difficulties that people are facing. address bullying adequately, there are two recognised

As | have already explained, we have had trouble with thetrategies: change the way you react, and tell other people it
rubbish dump at Quorn. They tried to stop the racing at Poris happening.
Augusta; and, if they had been successful there, they would Through personal experience earlier this year, | have
have shut down 90 per cent of the country golf clubs in Soutftbecome aware of another glaring inadequacy, especially in
Australia. They then took notice of three malingerers abur own workplaces and their practices: someone can be
Wirrabara. One of those people is, | understand, in receipt adccused of bullying and there is no proactive initiative or
unemployment benefits— course of action to work through such a situation, and no
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avenue of recourse. As the minister’s answer has confirmegradually infiltrating the Labor Party. But let us get back to
for us, there are no effective procedures to satisfactorily deghe member for Peake. He has now run two brilliant federal
with bullying or accusations of bullying. This leaves the waycampaigns, and he has lost them both. He ran the campaign
open for, on one hand, workers to experience misery in then behalf of Mr Georganas, and lost. He ran the campaign on
worst cases, and on the other hand, unsubstantiated claintehalf of Mr Stanley, and lost. And one of the best examples
This is a situation that is not helpful for the longer-termof how brilliant his organisation was is that he had the Hon.
recognition and remediation of the problem. Kym Beazley come over and be part of the campaign in the
In my own case earlier this year, defamatory claims wereseat of Adelaide on the very day of the election; and in the
anonymously circulated in this building, and more widelybooth he visited there was an increase of 5.8 per cent for the
throughout my electorate. Those claims have only increasddberal candidate. That is how good the member for Peake
my resolve to speak out about bullying. It has been suggestest he is such a good organiser that, on the very booth for
to me that the prolonged campaign was designed to silensghich he gets the potential Prime Minister to come over,
me on the issue, perhaps because the level of bullying goirthere is a 5.8 per cent swing to the Liberal Party! We lost the
on unattended within workplaces might be uncovered. Thedgooth—and it is fair enough; we lost the booth—but, even
anonymous slurs have rightly been judged as scurrilous anwliith the brilliant organisational skill of the member for Peake
a form of bullying themselves. The conclusion that one couldaind the potential Prime Minister, the Labor Party went
draw from this protracted attack on me is that it was mountethackwards. | suppose you could say that The Machine rolled
for political purposes. It is worth while noting that, had a on again. That is all you could possibly say. And the young
procedure been in place to address these claims, | have sonvener, this brilliant young Turk, will now—
doubt that there would have been no disruption to my
workplace.

I'would like to express my appreciation of the work that  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It's a play on words—take
my staff have done in the service of the Florey communitythe Labor Party, | hope, to its third straight dismal loss. And
Tabitha Lean, my personal assistant, has worked with me fqhjs time, hopefully, it will be at the state election here in
four years and continues to be my greatest asset. Other paglebruary.
time staff, particularly Matthew Loader, and several trainees, o
have worked diligently with us, and to each of them | say, Mr Meler interjecting:

Thank you for your contribution.” . TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | know—and I thank the

I would also like to express my gratitude to all par“amen'member for reminding me, because | do not think | quite got
tary staff and acknowledge the difficult conditions they oftenyiq i the other day. The other member for the old shoppies
operate within, _and assure them th_at | will continue tOunion, the shadow attorney-general, has acknowledged that
explore, on thelr behalf and in the Interests of all OtherRalph Clarke is an outstanding member of parliament. | find
workers, the mflue.nce workplace conditions play on the[hat absolutely incredible, because | know of the relationship,
occurrence of bullying. the special love, that exists between these two people. So,
there are two people now, two ex-shoppies—the member for
eake and the shadow attorney—both of whom are, obvious-
, part of The Machine and neither of whom seemed to like
hat | said the other day about the member for Ross Smith
eing the best deputy leader that the Labor Party has ever
had. He was a very good deputy leader. | remember working
with him and working against him on many occasions.

Mr Koutsantonis: Turk?

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): | would like to
make a few comments today about the successful failure,
twice now, of the member for Peake in organising campaign
in the federal area. | noted with interest how this young Tur
of the Labor Party, the convener for the Right—

Mr Atkinson: Young Turk! That is a bit insulting.

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | know it is, and that is why
I thought I would say it. He is part of the factional machine  Time expired.
that keeps rolling on; he stamps on everybody and, | suspect,
had something to do_ with the lack of preselection_ of the SELECT COMMITTEE ON GROUNDWATER
member for Ross Smith and others. | suspect that t_hls young RESOURCES N THE SOUTH-EAST
Turk has again shown that he can successfully disrupt the
whole of the Labor Party. | thought that it was important, ~ The Hon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water
particularly in light of this very good article today in the Respurces): | move:

Advertiser (and | do not often read thidvertiser, or accept

it for its honesty and straightforwardness), but | see several That the select committee have leave to sit during the sitting of
things in it today that are really very significant and importantthe House today.

to me. | have always known that Don Farrell was important, ) )

but | never realised how good he was. When | was a pharma- Motion carried.

cist a long time ago, he used to be the union representative

who would argue against the rises that we pharmacists
required. Here, | find that not only has he risen to the top but SELECT COMMITTEE ON ADELAIDE PARK

he controls the Labor Party. LANDSPROTECTION

I am glad to see the member for Peake come into the _
chamber, because | did start off by mentioning his successful TheHon.D.C.KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-

failures. | was really surprised to see that Don is so good'et): | move:

beC‘?‘USG there are not very many people in the Labor Ffar'fy, That the time for bringing up the report of the select committee
particularly coming from the Right and the poor old shoppieshe extended until Tuesday 12 February 2002.
union, who can rise to the top. | know that the shadow

attorney came from the same group, and | notice that they are Motion carried.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON GROUNDWATER Obviously, it would have been far more satisfactory,
RESOURCESIN THE SOUTH-EAST regardless of whether it was a contract for goods or a contract
for services, if it was covered by the State Supply Act and by
TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): | move: State Supply guidelines. For that reason, we support what the
That the time for bringing up the report of the select committeedOvernment has put together today. In this day and age when
be extended until Tuesday 12 February 2002. so many government utilities have been sold, so many state-
Motion carried. owned assets have been divested and so much of what was
formerly done by the Public Service is now outsourced, the
STATE SUPPLY (MISCELLANEOUS) argument for making sure that contracts for the supply of
AMENDMENT BILL services are covered by the State Supply Act is even more
compelling. That is one of the reasons we support the bill
Adjourned debate on second reading. today. | have one matter on which | seek an assurance and,
(Continued from 28 November. Page 2932.) if | can get it at the second reading stage from the minister,
| will not require a committee stage.
MrsGERAGHTY: Sir, | draw your attention to the state | seek members’ forbearance to make a couple of com-
of the House. ments on the bill that may not seem entirely relevant. This
A quorum having been formed: may well be the last time | speak in this place. | know that the

Mr CONLON (Elder): | say at the outset that the governmentintends to come back in February, but it may not.
opposition supports the government's amendments to thg/e will all be up for a contest, but | understand that the
State Supply Act. The purpose of the amendments, of coursginister will not be coming back, regardless. | want to wish
is very clear and simple. The State Supply Act at present doggm my best and say that for all of his shortcomings | will
not apply to government contracts for services—there is gniss him a little. Similarly, | mention the member for Bragg
discretionary ability in the act, as | understand it, thatand anyone else retiring from the place, including your good
requires, | think, from memory, the relevant department taself, Mr Deputy Speaker, and also the Speaker. | would have
request that it be dealt with, but there is no requirement foto say that for Liberals you are all quite tolerable. That is
contracts for services to be covered by the State Supply Ackbout as good as | can do. The member for Colton | do not
That is, we believe, a deficiency, which | can illustrate besthink is contesting Colton again. | will miss some of you a
with a case example, as | will do in a moment. bit. I hope | will be back here myself, but given that | have

It has been the position of the opposition for some timea 1.8 per cent margin | am supremely confident and comfort-
and particularly in the light of the activities of this govern- able. It is virtually an impregnable margin.
ment in contracting, in the way in which it has gone about The assurance that | need from the minister is that the bill
business, that there have not been sufficient institutionahtends to bring contracts for services within the purview of
controls on the process to make sure that governmenie State Supply Act by changing definition sections. In short,
contracting is competitive, open, transparent and truljt now covers contracts for services by changes in the
accountable. We believe that other institutional requirementgefinition section, and we are perfectly happy with that.
should be in place for openness, accountability and competfFhere is a provision, however, that certain things will be
tiveness in government contracting and, closer to the electiogutside the scope of the act if so prescribed by regulation. |
we will be talking about some of the institutional changes thatan see that that makes some sense. | assume that we do not
we believe are required in addition to the amendment that wgant to go through a rigorous process if they are minor
are supporting today. services or of a minor nature. The assurance | seek is that the

One of the best case studies that | could give for theegulation making power is not used or intended to be used
requirement for contracts for services to, in fact, be governeds an ability retrospectively to make lawful some purchase of
by a process such as the board of the state supply departmeyaiods or services that would not have been lawful otherwise.
is, of course, the now famous Motorola arrangements that | hope that the minister is listening to this and understands
were arrived at back in 1994 in, | think, a very unsatisfactoryivhat | am asking. The assurance | seek is that the regulation
fashion. Certainly, history has shown it to be most unsatisfagsower will not be used to make lawful retrospectively some
tory. Back in 1994, the former premier (then minister, thepurchase of goods or services that was not lawful prior to the
member for Kavel) wrote his infamous letter to Motorola, making of the regulation. | say that, because regulations
offering it what would euphemistically be called a side deal obviously can be disallowed in this place, but it would not be
What we do know is that that arrangement, that lettermuch good to us if the regulation were to be used after the
embarrassed and caused distress to the head of the Officegfent. With those comments, | indicate the support of the
Information Technology at the time, because of the difficultopposition for a bill that is one step towards requiring a
position it put him in when dealing with competitive arrange-proper process for government contracting.
ments for supplying radios. It was also commented upon at
the time by, of course, the Auditor-General in a subsequent TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
report. ment Enterprises): | thank the opposition for its expression

That side deal to purchase radios was a change of poliayf support for the amendment to the State Supply Act. | am
by the government's appointing Telstra as the serviceompletely comfortable in identifying to the member for
provider in the whole-of-government radio network, andElder that there is no intention at all that this will be used
requiring Telstra to purchase the radios. In fact, | think thatetrospectively to make lawful something that has been found
was what got the government out of trouble with respect tdao be unlawful. The regulation making powers are intended
the State Supply Act, and it converted it from being a contracto be used for things like prescribed authorities that already
to supplying goods in a contract for services. A bit ofhave their own legislated supply mechanisms. There is no
cobbling together went on at the time to put together somatention of doing what the member for Elder said. | thank the
guidelines to deal with it. House for the extraordinarily positive way in which they have
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viewed this amendment bill, and | do not intend to respondusiness of a licensee introducing unreasonable competition
to the very nice comments of the member for Elder—I willto an adjacent lessee. ‘An adjacent lessee’ is defined as a

do that in February. tenant whose shop is situated in front of or immediately
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingadjacent to the casual mall licensing area. A licensee is an
stages. external competitor if 20 per cent of the goods displayed for

sale are of the same kind as 50 per cent of the goods dis-
RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL LEASES (CASUAL played by the adjacent lessee, and the licensee is not another

MALL LICENCES) AMENDMENT BILL lessee in the shopping centre—
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:
Adjourned debate on second reading. Mr ATKINSON: Yes, | agree with the bill; | am support
(Continued from 15 November. Page 2833.) supporting it. To prevent lessees subsidising licensees, the

o o code requires an adjustment of non-specific outgoings to take

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): This is yet another initiative  into account casual mall licences. The code does not permit
of the Hon. Nick Xenophon in another place. Itis in the guisgegal proceedings against the landlord for breach of the code
of a government bill, but it is the Hon. Nick Xenophon'sidea. ynless the tenant objecting has requested the landlord in
For years now shopping centre owners have tried to boosjriting to remedy the breach and the landlord has not done
their income by allowing traders to use the common areas afg 35 soon as is reasonably practical.
the shopping centre, such as the centre court and passage-| thank the Hon. Nick Xenophon for initiating this
ways. When this casual licensing started, it was only duringegisiation, the Attorney-General for considering it on its
the espeqlally busy times of the year, such as prejChfIStm%erits, the members of the Retail Shop Leases Advisory
but now it happens all year round. The shopping centreommittee for deliberating on it and the Hon. Carmel Zollo
owners say it makes the centre more attractive to shoppers ly; seeing it through the other place on behalf of the parlia-
giving them more choices and that it prepares novice retailefentary Labor Party. The bill has been parliament at its best.
to take up a lease in the centre when they have gained
experience from licensing. TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water

The Shopping Centre Council says that casual malResources): | thank the shadow attorney for his comments
licensing is not controversial in the shopping centres of thend his consideration of the bill. He has obviously studied it
eastern states where the retail market is buoyant, but it is aihd understands in some detail its provisions, and | commend
issue in South Australia because we are over-shopped aniim for that. In thanking him, | will just say that in South
small retailers are feeling the pinch. Existing tenants say thatustralia the word is generally pronounced ‘mall’, as in ‘tall’,
casual mall licensing is unfair competition because thecall’ and ‘mall’. ‘Mall’, as in ‘Al’ is an English eccentricity,
licensees are paying less than the lessees and the licensee$dpl understood what the member was talking about. | do
not share the burden of outgoings. Moreover, sometimes thdank the honourable member for his support.
licensees’ stall will block shoppers’ views of the lessees’  Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
shops and sometimes the licensees’ range of goods wiltages.
overlap the lessees’ stock. Why go into an established shop,
bearing the full burden of outgoings, when the firstthingyou LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CONSULTATION ON
see is at the stall of a licensee who does not share the burden RATING POLICIES) AMENDMENT BILL
of outgoings?

Last year the government introduced a bill to deal with the Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
transition to the commonwealth goods and services tax otime.
retail and commercial leases. It was a bill that the opposition TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-
was not minded to support, but it was a splendid opportunitynent): | move:
for us to tackle amendments we wanted to the Retail and That thisbill be now read a second time.
Commercial Leases Act, that is, the parent act. Other nonFhis bill was introduced in another place as a private
government members of the other place thought likewise. Themember’s bill and seeks to require local government councils
Hon. Nick Xenophon prepared amendments to regulate casual consult with their communities about certain proposed
mall licensing. As it happened, the government did not persisthanges to their rating systems. The government supports the
with the bill, but to his credit the Attorney-General referredbill, and has successfully moved amendments to clarify, and
the amendments on casual mall licensing to the Retail Shaogive greater certainty to, the circumstances under which
Leases Advisory Committee. The committee has now agreedpnsultation is required and to ensure that the public has
with the abstention of the State Retailers Association, on access to relevant information about the impact of the
code of conduct for casual mall licensing, which is now theproposed changes in the form of a report. The government is
schedule to the bill. The State Retailers Association believe&een to encourage councils to engage their communities in
I think, that casual mall licensing is an evil that ought not tomeaningful consultation about their decision making,
be recognised in legislation, even if the legislation purportsncluding decisions about rating systems.
to ameliorate its worst effects on lessees. | think that the State The provisions of the Local Government Act 1999 provide
Retailers Association also believes that the market power afouncils with considerable flexibility in the design of their
shopping centre landlords will always prevail over changesating systems. They are based on the premise that councils
in the law intended to help tenants. understand their local areas best and are in a position to

The code of conduct requires the landlord to prepare design a rating structure that is consistent with local percep-
casual mall licensing policy, to circulate it to all tenants andtions of fairness and equity. It is up to councils to make this
to issue licences only in accordance with the policy. The coda reality and to answer fully to their communities for their
also prohibits the business of a licensee unreasonabhating decisions, including the level of rates raised. However,
interfering with the site lines to a lessee’s shop or thehis year significant hardship is being faced by some mem-
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bers of the community due to changes in certain councilsaffected were most perturbed to find that, because of the way
rating policies. On 31 August 2001, as the Minister for Localthe announcement was made and given their budgeting and
Government | issued a joint circular with the President of theprevious rate notices, what they expected to be a relatively
Local Government Association advising all councils thatminor rate increase was in their view a major increase. That
changes to rating systems that significantly alter how the ratés what caused the outcry. | have a great deal of sympathy for
burden is distributed should be planned for well in advancehose residents. In these tight times when family budgets are
in consultation with the community, and that councils needften stretched by increased user-pays charges, taxes and
to consider using the flexibility available to them under thelevies and with the GST coming in this year, most family
Local Government Act 1999 to phase in the effects ofbudgets are feeling the strain, and this additional hefty rates
significant changes over a period of time. notice on top of that was enough to cause a great outcry.
However, given that some councils have recently failed Nick Xenophon came along to the Gawler recreational
to consult with the community at all, or with insufficient centre and chaired that meeting. It was a very constructive
detail available, about significant changes to their ratin%]eeting, because the people involved were quite willing to
systems, it has become difficult to argue against the inclusiolpok at the issues and the reason for change and form a
of a statutory requirement for councils to consult aboutesidents’ action group as aresult of that meeting. Therefore,
Significant changes to their rating systems, and as a constée Gawler council went back and reviewed its decision and
quence the government supports this bill. The amendmentBere has been some alteration in the way that those rates are
to the act contained in the bill extend the existing minimumnow imposed, so it is phased in over a period and people have
requirements for consultation by requiring a public meetingime to adjust to this additional tax impost. That was a very
and the preparation of a publicly available report whichgood outcome, and | commend the Gawler Council for being
addresses a number of issues, including the reasons for tRgepared to be flexible and also the residents for the construc-
proposed change; the relationship of the proposed changetige way in which they approached the issue and were
councils’ overall rating policies and structure; the likely prepared to compromise as well as the council.
impact on ratepayers; and issues concerning equity within the Nick Xenophon chaired another meeting not so long later
community. at Freeling, because Light Council had also changed the basis
Councils will be required to consult in this manner beforeUPon which it rated properties. A huge group met at the
changes are made to the basis of rating or the basis on whi€fie€ling oval, where 350 to 400 people were crammed into
land is valued for rating purposes, including where thehe relatively small hall.
council proposes to impose a separate rate or charge, or Mr Venning interjecting:
introduce or remove differential rating. This change will MSHURLEY: It will be; it will be my electorate very
provide councils with an ideal opportunity to re-examine theirS°0n- The Freeling meeting had standing room only, and
public consultation policies and procedures in order to satisff9@in we saw that people were faced all of a sudden with a
themselves that they provide for and encourage appropriae’y hefty rate increase—up to $500 for some of these
levels of participation by the community in the affairs of PEOPle. It particularly affected people living on what are

council and the exchange of meaningful information. | moveSommonly called hobby farms, where they might have some
small farming interests or it might be purely a residential

Block but on a five or 10 acre property. What particularly
) ] annoyed these residents was that, as with most rural residents,
Motion carried. they receive very little in the way of council services. They
do not get their rubbish removed and they often live on dirt
MsHURLEY (Deputy L eader of theOpposition): The  roads and do not get much in the way of grading, so they have
opposition takes pleasure in supporting this bill and considergery little in the way of services and up to a $500 a year rate
that it is a very constructive and positive measure in order tghcrease.
increase public consultation and awareness of council |n this case there had been no consultation beforehand.
measures whenever there is a significant change in ratindght is a relatively small council. The Mayor and a number
policies. This bill was introduced in another place by theof councillors from the Light Council were at that meeting,
Hon. Nick Xenophon. Both he and | attended quite vigorousis was the Chief Executive Officer of the council, Mr Peter
meetings in Gawler and Freeling regarding rate increases thBeare. They very patiently answered all the questions put by
had been announced by the Gawler and Light councils. Nicihe residents. The residents were again, by and large, fairly
Xenophon chaired both those meetings, which were helgonstructive in their criticisms, but | am not sure that
in September this year. In the case of the Gawler meeting, thesolution has been achieved in that case, which is very
Gawler council had actually undertaken public consultationnfortunate.
about the change in their rates. They had put out a notice |was pleased to see the Hon. Nick Xenophon bring in this
about the proposed rating change and also had a publl| as a result of those two large meetings, which cannot have
meeting beforehand, which | understand was not particularlgeen very easy to chair. | am pleased to see that he has
heavily attended. So, they had done the right thing. I think iEroduced a very constructive result out of those two meetings
was widely expected that Gawler would move to the type olind the experiences of those ratepayers. It is always of great
rating system that eventually it did. concern to people that rates seem to be increasing constantly;
However, once the notices went out and those people whibis very difficult to afford. | feel that having this form of
were getting the increases realised they were getting atonsultation at least lets people have a say before there is any
increase, there was an outcry, and indeed some of those ralignificant change in the way their rating has been prepared.
increases were very hefty—in the order of a couple of The opposition has consulted with the Local Government
hundred dollars. Of course, some people got rate decreasésssociation through our shadow minister for local govern-
| talked to those people and they were very happy about theent, the member for Hanson, and | thank Brian Clancy for
rate changes, but those people who had been adversdlis rapid response—this bill has been dealt with fairly quickly

That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the bill
pass through its remaining stages without delay.
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in both houses of this parliament—and the way in whichthey Mr CLARKE: Exactly, as the member for Peake
have responded to the bill. | know that the LGA has beernnterjects. My parents live there and | was raised there. But
consistently working on codes and guidelines for councils anthe simple fact of the matter is that for many of their services
that this bill, which establishes further consultation withthey use the City of Adelaide, in terms of library services, the
ratepayers, is something to which the LGA has had &hopping facilities in North Adelaide, or they go up to North
philosophical attraction over many years. The opposition i$ark or Sefton Park and use a whole range of other services
very pleased to support the bill. in and around that area, but they do not feel the need to
contribute towards those costs.

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | am happy to support the The City of Prospect has wanted to amalgamate with
bill, for all the reasons that have been advanced by th¥Valkerville but has been rejected on a number of occasions.
speakers in support of the legislation. | think this issue of howValkerville council only want the area that they feel they
we get a more equitable system of rating needs to be lookétave an affinity with, which is Thorngate and Fitzroy. They
at more closely over time. We have a problem in the sensthink that is not a bad idea. | find the government’s inactivity
that, when it passed legislation with respect to local governwith respect to the Corporation of the Town of Walkerville
ment reform, the last parliament unanimously encouraged bit rough. | think that the Corporation of the Town of
councils to amalgamate, eliminate duplication of services an@valkerville ought to be told by the government: ‘You just
lower the cost of local government services to commerciatan’t stand out as an isolationist.’
and resident ratepayers, the idea being increased efficiencies We have compelled a number of councils (like the City of
and savings that would help the state’s economy. Regrettablfort Adelaide Enfield) to amalgamate and, as a result, they
many of those savings were found simply by the exercise ofre bigger. They do not have the same parish feel and there
cutting people’s jobs and there are now fewer peoplés some dissension in the ranks in the sense of some secess-
employed in local government than there were before. Sinc@nist feelings in outlying areas, part of which is due to the
a number of local government bodies got together andact that their neighbouring councils have rates that are 40 per
amalgamated—doing exactly what the government or thisent lower but without having to provide those services.
parliament encouraged them to do—what has now becomEhere is another broader argument on rates, and that is where
manifest is that in one sense we now have competitiomve see, in the City of Onkaparinga, Port Adelaide Enfield, the
between those local government areas that are on the bordé¥y of Salisbury and the City of Tea Tree Gully, new
between adjoining councils. families moving out into these areas and needing new

In some areas you are getting ratepayers saying, ‘Jusgrvices, and_ council rates are getting very expensive in
across the street, that council’s rates are cheaper than wHsically low income areas.
| have to pay. It's a smaller council and | feel closer toitand !t iS not necessarily where the property values are
would rather be there! | refer particularly to the port Substantial, as they are in the inner city areas, but, because the
Adelaide Enfield council area. Just along the fringes of somgémand for services in those areas is so great, the council
of its borders, ratepayers are getting attracted by the thougR{€S aré becoming a major source of concern for individual
that just over the street there are cheaper rates. The PSatepayers. Thatis because there is not an equitable base as
Adelaide Enfield council did what the parliament of the daythere is for those who have had the benefit of the past 180
wanted it to do, which was to amalgamate. It is now a very®ars of settlement and where there is no further develop-
large council able to provide a whole range of services it wag'€nt, storm drainage, sewerage or anything of this nature to
never able to provide before, and on a more effective basi&ke place; it is simply ticking the car over and keeping it
but some of its ratepaying base is now being undermineg'&intained. _ .
because adjoining councils, which are small pocket boroughs, AS part of an overall society there ought to be a sharing

in a sense, do not offer the same range of services and théf the burden, so that those in the outer regions of the state
rates are cheaper. or those who live in areas where there are significant social

I am particularly concerned about the Corporation of theand economic problems and who need some assistance,

Town of Walkerville, because that council has steadfastl ppecialist services and the like, can afford to access them
’ Yvithout having to pay astronomical council rates. Many of the

rgfused to countenance any gmalgamatlon whatsoever. I WB@opIe concerned live either on very low wage incomes or on
highly critical of_the Corporation of the Town of W'_alkervn!e ixed incomes and commonwealth government benefits and
at a recent public forum called by the Port Adelaide Enflelé

council. A number of ratepavers wanted to secede from that€ not able to pay significant council rates and, therefore, are
. pay ot able to access services that many people in the more built-
council and go to Walkerville on a number of grounds, not,

; . “up areas, the more settled areas of metropolitan Adelaide,
I_east of which was that the_y felt an affinity for the Corpora take for granted because those services have been available
tion of the Town of Walkerville. They may well do, but there

h ; . for 150 years.
is also about a 40 per cen.t rate differential. ) | support the bill. I think it was unconscionable for some
Oof course, the Corporatlon of the Town .Of WalkerV|||e can Qouncns s|mp|y to Change their rating po“cy without any
be up to 40 per cent cheaper in rates than its adjoining councilgvance notice to their ratepayers so that they could adjust
areas because it does not do anything. It does not have ieijr budgets accordingly in sufficient time. | commend the
because itis all done, since it has beerj around since 1840. Allon. Nick Xenophon for taking up the cudgels and bringing
the roads are paved—I do not know if they are paved withn, a private member’s bill in another place as an Independent,
gold, but it is pretty close to it. They have their sporting and | commend the government for seeing the wisdom of the
bodies, small as they may be, and basically say, ‘We've gajiews put forward by an Independent member of parliament,
the money; we've got all the development. We don't have tasmpracing those views and getting a fair bit of justice as a
do anything. We don't care about the outlying reaches.” Theesyit. | think that the government ought to start looking at
people in Walkerville are very fortunate in the sense that—ome of the concerns that | have just expressed about the
Mr Koutsantonis: They’re good people. rating system generally.
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Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The other part of the story that acknowledge the general truth of his statement that they are
I would like to tell is that | think the minister, too, is to be marginally lower in gross amount of rates for similar
commended. Not only is the Hon. Nick Xenophon, who drewpremises, they are not substantially lower. The rates are much
attention to it in the first place, to be commended, but théower as a rate in the total dollar of the value, but there are
minister saw an even wider implication for rating systems ananore dollars in each unit area required to purchase that, so
immediately, after speaking to Mr Xenophon, understood th¢hat is reflected in the valuations.
opportunity that was there and grasped it. And we stand here | believe that Walkerville is a council that is ideal in size.
today to pass the law that will ensure that people are ndt makes it possible for everybody to accept a measure of
ambushed. | agree with what the member for Ross Smith hadterest in, and responsibility for, all the decisions made
to say—that is, the Independent candidate for Enfield, aswithin the township and the community that is there. | think

understand it. it was a mistake to force the amalgamation of councils. | do
Mr Atkinson interjecting: not believe that we can make Australia as a nation function
Mr LEWIS: Is it? Did he have Mike’s support or didn’t more efficiently by expanding the size of local government,

he? making it impersonal, calling it regional, devolving to it a
Mr Atkinson: No. None of us, actually. diverse range of responsibilities and powers and requiring it

Mr LEWIS: St Michael or St George! The important to recruit a public service of its own and then abolish the
point about that is that after amalgamations, as the membstates. | do not subscribe to that view.
for Ross Smith has said, some councils, much larger in area, | have seen other societies and the way they function since
have not achieved any of the cost savings that the governmeinivas a much younger man than I am now, and they are going
and the minister believed they would achieve for theirin the same direction as we are. They are introducing more
ratepayers. Indeed, there have been cost blow-outs becaws® not less levels of government. The United States has done
there has been little, if any, reduction in staff and, in countrythat, and in the states where there is no local government they
areas, a substantial expansion of the number of services fare now introducing it. Indeed, as | have told this House
which the expanded council has found itself liable. before, there are five levels of government in California, and

In those circumstances there has been an expansion in ttieere are five levels of government in Massachusetts. In the
number of staff. More particularly, the rate revenue base hadnited Kingdom, in the last few years, we have seen the
gone up so high that many of those higher ranking officer@stablishment of provincial parliaments in Ireland and
whose rates of pay are related to the rate revenue base in tBeotland.
council are now getting much higher salaries than they were Mr Clarke interjecting:
previously. Worse than that, it seems that they do not have Mr LEWIS: Well, that's beside the point. The fact is that
the administrative competence to understand the way ithey feel the need for representation at a parochial level
which they need to manage the additional revenue and itshich reflects the different culture they have in that society,
expenditure, so they have spent more than they should haaad that different culture in Australia will arise with greater
in the mistaken belief that, because the money was in theivergence than it has in the United Kingdom, because the
bank, it was available to them. They have overlooked the fadactors which affect culture are predominantly climate. You
that there are journal entries in their accounts hypothecatindo not wear heavy woollen suits in Cairns, Cooktown,
a substantial part of the money that was in the bank intGownsville or Darwin, but you do in Tasmania and Mel-
particular purpose accounts. Having spent that money, thdyourne—and even in Adelaide. The way in which people
now have to recover it and put it back there, because thelsehave, the things that they expect to be able to do and,
auditors have drawn attention to, if you like, the malpracticeherefore, the conduct that needs to be regulated by local by-
that has occurred—and that has been very embarrassing flaw, is different as a consequence of the impact of that
them. So, what they are seeking to do is whack the rates ugimate on human behaviour—the times that shops open;
to recover their position and restore the funds that need to hehere, if you have a dog, you can take or not take it and why,
held in those hypothecated accounts to those accounts for thad so on. For example, you would not dream of letting your
purposes for which they were originally placed there. dog swim in the tidal creeks around Cairns, but you certainly

I am pleased that the minister has blown the whistle on itvould let it swim in the tidal creeks around Strahan in
by ensuring that all rate systems, not just those that ar€asmania. The reason you would not do it in Cairns is that
collected from properties that do not have any concessiorthe dog would be crocodile meat in no time. But there are no
applied to them, are to go under review at the one time if therocodiles in Strahan or, for that matter, Brighton—
council is looking at a substantial change, and an increase at Mr Atkinson interjecting:
that. So, | say, ‘Thank you, Minister’ and ‘Congratulations, Mr LEWIS: Yes, | can tell you that it is cold there, and
Mr Xenophon.' | want to go further than that and point outit is for that reason that | think local government does need
to the member for Ross Smith, though, that, whereas he gt be local and not regional, for God’s sake.
the first bit right, the second bit is not entirely right. Walker- ~ Mr Atkinson: What bill are we on?
ville council, like some other council areas, has done all its Mr LEWIS: We are on local government—consultation
work and everything is in place. He is right to say that it ison rating policies. | am saying that all those things are
ticking over and all they have to do is keep it there. Howeverinfluenced by the mores of the people—their expectations of
the people who live in Walkerville, and the businesses located/hat local government will do—and that we were wrong to
there, pay more for the premises that they occupy. The unitsist that local government should get bigger.
value per square metre of land and the unit value per square Ms Ciccarello interjecting:
metre of housing and office space is much higherin Walker- Mr LEWIS; And | am pleased that the member for
ville for that very reason, and, although the rate in the dollaNorwood understands the point | am making in that respect.
may be lower, the actual number of dollars which arelt has not delivered the main game which everybody was told
multiplied by that rate result in the total revenue beingit would provide: it has not delivered lower rates. We would
collected being more akin to what it is elsewhere. Whilst Inot be debating this legislation now if it had. Having made
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that point plain, I think | will simply commend the measure homes, that there are people in the community who know
to the House and trust that it gets not just swift passage butho those elderly people are and can respond to their needs.
rapid assent because of the things that | know are happening, The DEPUTY SPEAK ER: | would respectfully request

or are being planned, in local government in my ownthat the member for Norwood come back to the provisions in
electorate. the bill. We have been wandering around on this piece of

legislation for long enough, | think. Could we come back to
MsCICCARELL O (Norwood): | commend the member  the provisions?

for Hammond for his comments in the defence of smaller \sCICCARELLO: I do not know if | can take excep-

Iocal government, and | ta_lke issue with the member for RosSggn to what the Deputy Speakers says, but | think | have been
Smith, because he obviously does not understand locghe of the few people in this parliament who has refrained
government and what it is about. Local government is aboUtom wasting the parliament’s time. On the few occasions
local issues, and councils can best respond to their commufshen | do get up to speak on issues which | think are

ity by limiting the size. We have a former Mayor of St Petersimportant, | would appreciate not being interrupted, not even
in the gallery, and | am sure that he would not take umbraggy the Deputy Speaker.
atmy— L The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:
Mr Atkinson interjecting: Ms CICCARELLO: Well, you have been here longer
MsCICCARELLO: Well, thank you. As a former Mayor  garling! | would like to commend both the Hon. Nick
of StPeters, he would agree with me that small localyenophon for this measure and the minister for the amend-
governments are very efficient and can certainly respond tghents  because they are very good amendments. They
the needs of their community. Some years ago, when counci§gpjight the complexity of local government and the rating

were forced to amalgamate, we were all told that it wagggyes. | think that this bill will prove very positive for
voluntary amalgamation, but there was nothing voluntary iry g ncils.

it ] . Ms Key interjecting:
Mr Clarke: You could have done a Walkerville. MsCICCARELLO: | will not talk about climatic
MsCICCARELLO: The member for Ross Smith says E;

) X iscrimination. The issue of rates is very important. The
that we could have held out; we did our best, but at the enge mher for Hammond highlighted the fact that the issue with

of the day a decision was made to amalgamate because e is the rate in the dollar, and not the final amount which

majority of the members of the councils which amalgamateds yaig put | think that sometimes people in this chamber do
felt that it was best to make our own decision rather than hav,e,ot look carefully into local government and how it works.

an amalgamation—like an unwilling bride or bridegroom—, -5 mmend this bill to the House.
thrust upon us.

Mr Clarke interjecting: TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-

MsCICCARELLO: | think that Walkerville is to be  ment): | would like to add my thanks to the Hon. Nick
commended for responding to it, because it did a lot ofcenophon, as | have already stated in my second reading
surveys and found that the majority of its community hadspeech. This is an initiative of the member in the upper house,
!ﬂdlcated that it did not want an amalgamat|0n. | t.h|nk thatand the government has been qu|te happy to add the govern-
itis a furphy to assume—and I am on the record with regarghent's amendments to make sure that the initiatives of the
to local government amalgamations—that amalgamations afgon. Nick Xenophon are picked up and come into place
better; they are not necessarily better or more efficient. Oithin the next six months, all to the benefit of our communi-
the eastern side of town, we had a grouping of six or sevefies at large. | also thank all the members in the upper house
councils that had many efficiencies in place. We had our owior their contributions and their support; and | thank members
identity and independence, but we were able to have econgyy the contributions that we have had in this House. | must
mies of scale. We had a regional waste authority to which alkgmit that at one stage | was not quite sure whether we were
the councils contributed; we had an eastern region healtfctually talking about a rating bill. However, it has been very
authority; and we were also able to achieve efficiencies ifnteresting and I do thank everyone for their contributions.

tendering services with the different councils pooling their  gij| read a second time and taken through its remaining
resources together and tendering for roadworks and footpathggges.

The member for Ross Smith says that one of the things
that did happen was the cutting of jobs. That is exactly right. JOINT COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT SAFETY
This is one of the things that we said would happen: that
amalgamation would lead to the loss of jobs in the commun- TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-
ity. And what has resulted from many of the amalgamationsgnent): | move:
is that a further structural bureaucracy has been created at the Ty this House concur with the resolution of the Legislative
top, and the people at the coalface, the people in the engine@euncil contained in message No 142 that, should the Joint
ing area, in parks and gardens, are the staff who were cut. Sommittee on Transport Safety complete its report on its inquiry into

raffic calming schemes while the Houses are not sitting, the
lot of those people not only looked atfter the footpaths, roads ommittee may present its report to the Presiding Officers of the

and trees, but they_also kneW the C(_)mmunity very_well, an egislative Council and the House of Assembly, who are hereby
when they were doing their rounds, if Mrs Bloggs’ light was authorised, upon presentation, to publish and distribute that report,
not working, they were able to go in and change the lighprior to the tabling of the report in both Houses.

bulb. They kne_vv—. Motion carried.
Ms Key interjecting:
MsCICCARELLO: Yes, the Gil Langley situation. Itis SITTINGSAND BUSINESS

certainly a very good thing, particularly in this day and age,
when, in many of our communities, we have an ageing TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
population, with a lot of elderly people isolated in their ment Enterprises): | move:
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That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be  Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | think the key thing in relation
extended beyond 5 p.m. to this legislation is that the problem in the past few years has
Motion carried. been the practice of processing freedom of information
applications, rather than the law. | have put in literally dozens
of freedom of information requests over the past few years.
Some of them have been dealt with properly and adequately.
Most of them have been subject to political interference. In
just about all cases, as far as | am aware, applications from
. opposition members of parliament are, contrary to the law,
(Continued from 28 November. Page 2971.) sent up for vetting by the minister’s office of the relevant
department, and then there is an unholy practice of the
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The opposition supports the minister’s office trying to persuade the appointed freedom of
bill. Itis a government bill, which was drafted in response tojnformation officer to change what would otherwise be their
private members’ bills moved in another place by the Hondetermination in these cases. One freedom of information
Nick Xenophon and the Hon. lan Gilfillan. Those two privateofficer who spoke to me by telephone was just about in
members’ bills were both based on a unanimous report of th@ars—they were certainly in a great deal of distress—talking
Legislative Review Committee, calling for a recasting of theahout the very heavy-handed pressure applied by a ministerial
Freedom of Information Act in South Australia. officer to persuade that freedom of information officer not to
The Legislative Review Committee found that there wagelease certain documents. So, the whole process has had a
a culture in the South Australian Public Service of resistinghasty political pall cast over it. That is why the legislation is
freedom of information requests, and that the 1992 act wasot working as it should be.
really a ‘freedom from information’ act. In particular, the | can give a couple more examples. The most prominent
committee was concerned about the business and commeraaltstanding FOI that | have at the moment goes back, I think,
in-confidence exemption in the existing act. about two years, and that was in relation to communications
In his bill, the Hon. lan Gilfillan proposed to make cabinet P€tween Western Mining Corporation and the Department of

documents available under freedom of information, provided féasury and Finance in relation to electricity supply. That
that it was in the public interest to release them. The oppost¥as the case where WMC was suspected of making public
tion did not support that aspect of the Hon. lan Gilfillan’s bill. @nhouncements to suit the political agenda of the government
Our members in another place realised that it would be verft the time. I have to say that, both from a government point
difficult to get the Gilfillan or Xenophon bills through the Of view and from WMC's point of view, that FOI application
other place, even if we did support each element of thosBaS been strenuously resisted, and | would say on spurious
bills. Eventually, the government brought its own bill to 9rounds. It is still being fought out. Just recently, after
another place and we thought that, in the interests of achiey€gotiation through the Ombudsman’s office, a promise was
ing modest reform in this parliament, we would support theMade to me that the matter would be quickly resolved if | was
government's bill. That bill applies the ‘contrary to public {0 Put in another fresh application with more appropriate
interest’ test to a larger number of exempt documents, so th¥fording, to catch the kind of documentation that | was after.
now, in the Freedom of Information Act, certain documents did that, and the undertaking given to me by Treasury
are just exempt, period. But if their release is not contrary t@fficials was breached. They let me down and, essentially,

the public interest, under this bill, they may be released. W&roke their promise to me that the matter would be resolved
think that is progress. satisfactorily. So, that dls_pute still continues. Again, itis an
The bill before us provides for a reduction from 45 daysexample of the way in which the Iegls_lauon IS prac’glseq, and
0 30 days in the time for agencies to respond to applicationéwt followed, rather than problgms with the Ieg|slat!on itself.

' Another example where political factors are again at work

and we think that is a good thing, although there is StIIIrelates to my long outstanding request for the valuation
provision for a government department to appeal for a%v

extension of time. having reaard to a number of matters su repared by the Saville’s valuation firm in relation to the
' g regarc X 'oodend Primary School site. That valuation, in the context
as the need to consult with third parties, the length of th%{

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
(MISCELLANEOUS No. 2) AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.

. other documents that | already have, would help to prove
search or the volume of documents requested. An applical
who is dissatisfied with delay in processing an applicatiorh

may appga! to the Ombudsman. . ) at the Woodend site. My application for that document to be

I'think it is also a good thing that the bill is proposing an released has been strenuously resisted by Hickinbotham. It
accredited freedom of information officer for each agencyis quite clear to me that there is no longer any commercial
and that these officers will receive suitable training. Theyajye in the valuation. The figure in the valuation already has
Legislative Review Committee was concerned that some FQ§een publicly disclosed, so it is clearly an attempt to cover up
officers in the department were too junior, and that it Waghe deal into which the government entered with the Hickin-
seen as an onerous and undesirable task to have in a dep@jgtham Group and, therefore, it is for political and not
ment. The committee preferred that the person who held thegmmercial reasons that Hickinbotham exercises its third
office be a senior person with the authority and confidenc@arty rights to block the release of that document. That matter
to make decisions. has been going on, | think, for about a year.

The bill also now embraces local government and With respect to this bill, we are talking about whether we
universities, and we think that is desirable. With thoseshould have a 45 day limit or whether it should be 40 days or
remarks, and wanting to expedite the passage of the bifomething else. That is a joke. It is academic, as far as | am
before the Christmas break, and before debate on this matteoncerned, because | have seen so many cases where either
perhaps gets out of hand at this late stage, the oppositianthird party, a government department or a minister interfer-
indicates its assent to the second and third reading of this biling in the due administrative process can drag out these FOI

at the government handed the Hickinbotham Group
pproximately $1 million over the true value of the property
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requests for up to two years. So, to talk about 45 days is a bite aware that this authority will be retained under a Labor
of ajoke. That is all | will have to say about the matter.  government.

With respect to FOI legislation, whether or not these | now turn to the substance of the changes. The definition
amendments are passed, the key point is whether there ¢$*film’ is changed out of an abundance of caution to specify
goodwill on the part of the bureaucracy and the ministers ofhat the soundtrack is part of a film. The Classification Board
the day as to whether or not the law works effectively. will now be able to stipulate that an unrestricted publication

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): As members would be be sold in a sealed bag. The minister says that this could be
aware, | have before the House my own private member’s billised to prevent minors from leafing through a publication in
dealing with this topic. Nevertheless | am pleased that tha shop. | would like the minister to elucidate this pointin his
government has seen fit to advance this matter. ‘Beggargply.

can't be choosers’, to use an old phrase. ivasure sought  The bill also permits the Classification Board authority to
to bring about some key reforms. This bill before us does nofsist on consumer advice for an unrestricted publication.
go that far, but nevertheless represents some advance. If yqujs gives the board useful flexibility and I think the minister
want a d_emocratic society people have to hav:_e before_ the@buld help the House by giving us examples of when the
information and have to be able to access it: that is apoard might use this authority. The range of those people or
absolute prerequisite to having an open and democratigrganisations that have standing to apply for a review of a
society, hence my strong support f_OF ensuring as far agjassification by the Classification Review Board is expanded
possible that people have access to information. to embrace those who have a role in the contentious aspects
The Legislative Review Committee carried out anof the theme or subject matter of the publication, film or
assessment some time back. I think it reported just over gomputer game.
year ago, on 15 September, in which it indicated that in - The definition of ‘international voyage’ is tweaked to
respect of personal information it was fairly easy for peoplésycjude international flights passing through Australian
to getaccess and the system worked relatively well, but whegirsnace as part of a longer voyage. Could the minister give
it came to non-personal information such as policy documentg, ampjes of such flights? The minister says that he has found
the system did not work anywhere near as well. Withoulyn anomaly in the wrapping required of categories 1 and 2
delaying the House any longer, | welcome this slight advancgpjications in restricted premises, to wit, a sex shop. | hope
in terms of where we are at and agree with the contribution 45 not over simplify the categorisations if | say that
just made that pointed out that the spirit in which an act iategory 2 publications are hard-core pornography and
administered in a matter such as this is critical and not Simp'ﬁategory 1 mere pornography. The act says that a category 2
the letter of the law. What matters is the spirit and thepublication may be sold only in a sex shop and may be in a
openness with which the government of the day responds g5 opaque wrapper when delivered. It may then be
what are legitimate and reasonable requests. | commend tQgrapped and displayed in a sex shop. A category 1
measure to the House. publication must be in a sealed opaque wrapper while in the

- sex shop. Given that category 1 is the lesser category judged
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern- h his i Iv. The bill | h |
ment Enterprises): | thank members for their contribution by harm, this is an anomaly. The bill resolves the anomaly by

o ; . .allowing the category 1 publication to be displayed in a sex
towards the expeditious passage of what is an important bil hop without its sealed opaque wrapper. The Classification

Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingggarg may, however, specify that a particular category 1
stages. publication be in a sealed opaque package wherever it is sold.

CLASSIFICATION (PUBLICATIONS, FILMSAND The act already allows the State Classification Council to

categorise a series of publications on inspection of the content
COMPUTER GAMES)(MISCELLANEOUS No. 3) " . Lo
AMENDMENT BILL of one edition. The bill allows the classification of a maga-

zine or other series to be revoked if one edition contains

Adjourned debate on second reading material, including an advertisement, that would breach the
: ' existing classification. | have spoken before in the House
(Continued from 15 November. Page 2835.) about how the High Court judgment in R v. Hughes protects
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): This is the third of these the federation by insisting that commonwealth officers who

amendment bills before parliament this session. One, whicRUrPort to be exercising authority conferred by state legisla-
seeks to regulate the uploading of offensive material onto thEon must be able to justify that authority by reference to
internet in South Australia, is controversial but is now before€ommonwealth heads of power. The minister claims that the
the House. This bill should not be controversial. It brings thePill makes ministers and officials exercising authority under
South Australian law into line with nationally uniform thislegislationimmune to challenge of the Hughes kind. This
legislation and the changes before us are necessitated [§2 ProPosition we can test in committee.

changes to the commonwealth template in March this year. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

All jurisdictions will proclaim the amendments no laterthan  TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Water

23 March next year. It is a pity that the clause notes do notRResources): | think you should take your Valium. My
with a couple of exceptions, explain the substance of thapologies for the delay. | had to consult the officers because
changes. The clause notes explain the changes only in terrabthe detailed and learned nature of the questions asked by
of their compatibility with the equivalent sections in the the shadow attorney, and | would hate to give him less than
commonwealth act. Although the legislative scheme ighe answers he deserves, despite the protestations of the
nationally uniform, the South Australian legislation is of member for Peake. When a publication is classified unre-
necessity slightly different because South Australia keeps itstricted, it need not be bagged but it may, nevertheless, be
own Classification Council that has authority to reclassify arintended for a mature audience. This amendment will make
item for this state only. Let the Eros Foundation and its alliest possible for such a publication to be sold in a bag.
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Mr Atkinson: What is to stop the publisher of an duty. And that goes to the nub of this matter. This may be the
unrestricted publication from bagging it up now? case where the state act does not confer any similar duty or
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Nothing. Is that the point power even on a state officer and, as the shadow attorney
you wanted to make? That is fine: it is conceded. Consumeémows, that was the crux of the case.
advice regarding any such publications could in factidentify Mr ATKINSON: Can the minister explain how the act
that they are intended for mature audiences. As the membéer ‘Hughes-proofed’ by the bill?
has pointed out, they could be bagged now: this just changes TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: It does that in two ways. The
the law. As to airline flights, it is not intended that films Classification Council in respect to call-in powers mirrors the
shown on international flights be required to be classified ircall-in powers of the national director, so there can be no
terms of the part of the flight that goes through Australianconfusion that there are differing roles. The power of the
airspace: so it is not intended to classify films on airflights.national director to exempt is removed, and that power then
There was a third question and | think we have missed it. remains solely with a South Australian minister. In that way,
Mr Atkinson: In what circumstance would an unrestricted we believe that this bill is ‘Hughes-proofed’.
publication need consumer advice? Mr LEWIS: This is the first clause in which penalties are
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Itis going to depend on its mentioned, and | make the observation that the penalties
content. It is a matter of examining each qualification toprovided here are a tenth of the penalties provided for
ascertain that matter. | do therefore, having answered thostopping down a tree: and | wonder which does greater harm
questions, thank the shadow attorney for his usual diligencie society? To my mind, the effect on minors who are
in the study of this legislation and for his support for this bill. subjected to the consequences of being exposed to this kind

Bill read a second time. of stuff is far more likely to be damaging to their lives and the

In committee. society in which they live than simply removing a tree that
Clauses 1 and 2 passed. is a nuisance where it is located.

Clause 3. Remember that the tree can be reinstated, and one assumes

Mr ATKINSON: | want to be clear on the question of that, under the legislation which has been passed just this
international flights. Is it the government’s intention that theweek, an order will be given to cause that tree to be replant-
act apply to films screened on an international flight takinged—at least in kind if not in precise fact—with no apparent
off from or coming into an Australian airport? detrimental consequence. But the fine that will have to be

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: An international flightis ‘a  paid can be $50 000. Here, however, the penalties we see are
flight which passes through airspace over the territory o maximum of $5 000. | think that is inadequate, because the
more than one country’, and that includes any part that magamage, in my view, that will be done to the public good, and
occur in Australia. Provided it is an international flight, the injury and the action that is taken against the public
which, by definition, has to pass over another country, whilenterest, is far greater here than there. | think we have our
it is passing through Australian airspace on the way in or outpriorities—and | will not use an existing phrase but will just
it will not be classified. say back-to-front, not ‘something-or-other-up’.

Mr ATKINSON: So do | take it that a refused classi- TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: I note and will pass onto the
fication film could be screened on an international flightAttorney in another place the member for Hammond'’s
coming into an Australian airport or going out of an Aust- comments on penalties. Can | say that the penalties through-
ralian airport while the aircraft was in Australian airspace?out the act, as the member for Hammond would acknow-

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: This act is a state act, part ledge, need to be consistent, and these penalties are consis-
of a suite being done in cooperation with the commonwealthtent. The member for Hammond argues, if | understand him
as the shadow attorney knows. Under this part of that suiteorrectly, that, while there may be consistency of penalty
under the state act, it would not apply. But, under thethroughout the act, in terms of penalties for other actions, the
commonwealth act as well, there is no intention to classificonsequence of this action is, in his opinion, perhaps worse
or to require the classification of films on internationalthan uprooting a tree, yet the penalty attracted is a lesser
flights. My advice is that, if Alitalia or another airline decided penalty.
that it was in the interests of customer satisfaction to screen The member for Hammond is absolutely entitled to that
a film such as Salem, which caused a row some time ago, @pinion, and it may certainly be shared by other members of
a similar film (although | doubt that they would), they could this House. As | said, | will pass that on to the Attorney. |

make a decision and do that. will just say to the member for Hammond that the matter of
Clause passed. penalties is often subjective; what penalty do you apply for
Clauses 4 to 9 passed. a tree that is uprooted? What damage is done in this case?
Clause 10. What penalty do you impose on somebody who is guilty of

Mr ATKINSON: The minister, in his second reading rape and what compensation do you give to somebody who
speech, makes reference to the High Court case dfas been raped? They are difficult questions which occupy
R v Hughes. Can the minister explain the outcome of thathis House frequently. | do not have an answer, but | note the
case and the principles enunciated by the High Court in thahember for Hammond’s comments and will pass them on to
regard? the Attorney.

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Members will be aware that, Mr LEWIS: | am sure you will agree, Mr Chairman, that
in the Hughes case, the High Court indicated that, to theny simple point is valid: the amount of injury done to the
extent that state legislation seeks to confer duties osustainability of civilisation in the society of humankind will
commonwealth officials, such duties must be supported bpe far greater as a result of the publication of this kind of
commonwealth heads of power. Further, a duty may even bmaterial than it will by the removal of one tree or one item
found where the expression of the statute merely suggestsoé native vegetation. The maximum penalty here is $5 000
power—and that is the suggestive power, as the shadoand there is a provision for expiation—that means no bother
attorney knows—if in reality that power is coupled with a in going to court and no criminal record results—yet, on the
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other hand, in the comparison | have made, there is no TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: If the House really wants to
expiation fee available and in my judgment the injury toknow, in Westminster in 1975, out of prurient interest. All |
society is far less in the sustainable longer term. You caam saying is that the sorts of people who go into those sorts
replant another piece of native vegetation but you cannatf places are covered by a regime that we have had in place
undo the damage that is done to a young mind—or any mindince the early 1970s. It appears to work. Some of those
for that matter. Once that injury has occurred, it has occurreghlaces have been open for 30 years, so they must have some
Once innocence has gone, it has gone forever for that persaort of patronage. | do not know why; | do not understand it.
One can be reinstated; the other cannot. An expiation fee fdraccept the member for Hammond’s point; | think it is a very
the one which does permanent damage and a fine of one tenthilid point, and again promise to pass it on to the Attorney-
of the amount in maxima to my mind is back-to-front, woolly General.
thinking. Clause passed.
It may be that the minister and other members—indeed, Remaining clauses (11 to 26) and title passed.
those people in society who want to participate in this kind  Bill read a third time and passed.
of stuff and let it happen—think that it is not too bad, but then
where do you draw the line, anyway? | say that we do not SELECT COMMITTEE ON GROUNDWATER
want to behave like the Taliban. We ought to have consistent RESOURCESIN THE SOUTH EAST
and comparable penalties. The minister has hit the nail on the o
head when he says he thinks that this level of penalty is TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL (Minister for Water
disproportionately low compared to the injury which is doneResources): | move:
by other crimes and offensive acts that are committed That, should the select committee complete a report while the
elsewhere. The minister who brought the measure into thgouse is not sitting, the committee may present the report to the
House and the government party room ought to have tak ig?tli)e{h;"?;b'lisna”é??g'esfg Lc‘)?ton presentation to publish the report
note of that and increased the penalty substantially to brin . .g port
it into line with the kind of injury it does to the values to  Motion carried.
which | have referred.
TheHon. M K. BRINDAL: | again note the member for STATUTESAMENDMENT (BOOKMAKERS) BILL
Hammond's comments; he has been consistent on this point 1 | egislative Council agreed to the bill without any
over adecade. In the time | have known him in this place hg endment.
has argued this point consistently. | point out to him that in
this case the final $5 000 is in respect to a failure to comply.  STATUTES AMENDMENT (COURTSAND
If somebody does not do something there is a $5 000 fine. In JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION) BILL
respect of the taking of the innocence of a young person or
the corruption of their mind, if you look at the penalties for  Adjourned debate on second reading.
showing an RC or X rated film to a child you will see thatthe  (Continued from 28 November. Page 2930.)
penalty has been indexed to $20 000. | think the member will
agree that that is much more commensurate with the sort of Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The bill effects five changes
damage that could possibly be done. | thank the member fdo our courts legislation. The most welcome is the change to
Hammond. | do not seek to justify what is, and will clearly facilitate the publication on the internet of the sentencing
remain, a debating point among members of this chamberemarks of Supreme Court and District Court judges. Part 3
Suffice to say, however, that the regime under which we worlof the bill gives the members of the Courts Administration
attempts to acknowledge the valuable points which th&ouncil, the administrator and staff the same immunity from
member for Hammond makes in terms of the care, nurtursuit in publishing the remarks on the internet as the judge has
and protection of our young people. in speaking or publishing the remarks in court. It is good that
These types of publications are dealt with throughout thishe judges should have the fortitude to disseminate their
act and, for the reasons espoused by the member feentencing remarks more widely and so quickly, while the
Hammond, they are not able to sold in places such agurnalists and the public are eager to read them and comment
delicatessens. They are subject to regimes that contain th&in them. Court reporters from the media will now have fewer
sale and try to limit their exposure to the young person. lfexcuses for getting reports of sentencing wrong or for giving
then the person who goes into places like the Pink Pussy amreport an improper emphasis.
Unley Road (a place at which | was once accused of shopping | hope that public debate on sentencing, now that it has the
but which | have never been to in my life) and buys this sortcapacity to be better informed, will be more intelligent.
of material, there is an argument which says that perhaps thénlike the Attorney-General, | will not shelter from public
damage has been done to that person or their mind wetliscussions of our criminal justice system and, unlike critics
before they went in and bought the material. | do not knowof my participation in radio talkback, | will treat the callers
what is to be gained by the sale of it at all. | do not knowand listeners as full citizens of this state. It is noteworthy that
what this sort of trade does for anybody, even the users of thbe immunity does not extend beyond the Courts Administra-
trade. tion Authority. Use of the sentencing remarks by reporters,
Mr Clarkeinterjecting: radio commentators and members of the public would have
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: | didn't say I've never seen to be faithful to the original remarks and responsible.
it: | said | have never been into that particular sex shop. Don't A second change is to give the District Court the same

misquote me. authority to deal with contempt as the Supreme Court. The
Mr Atkinson interjecting: District Court has authority to publish contempts in its face,
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : No, notthat one—and none such as a litigant shouting obscenities at the judge in court,

ever in Australia. | have been to a few overseas. but not other contempts, such as a story in Aldgertiser

Members interjecting: prejudicing a criminal trial in the District Court. That would
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be punishable by the Supreme Court. Although the Attorneyn all innocence, having reproduced what they saw on the net,
could apply to the Supreme Court to have the latter contempghould not be exposed to damage and risk of either criminal
punished, because the Supreme Court has authority to punishcivil action.
contempts of inferior courts, | agree with the governmentthat Mr Atkinson: | don’t think the government would
it is desirable that the District Court should have power toproceed with a prosecution in those circumstances.
punish contempts of itself but not of lower courts. Mr LEWIS: The government does not have any say in the
The third change is to permit retired District Court judgesmatter: it is the judge who decides, and he or she may take
to be a appointed as auxiliary judges in the Environmentextreme exception to what has happened. | just do not think
Resources and Development Court and as deputy presideritgt is fair. As members of parliament tis our duty to ensure
of the Workers’ Compensation Tribunal. The Law Societythat we protect in a fair way the rights of citizens. In this case,
does not like the appointment of auxiliary judges becaus@hat | propose to do is move an amendment which, in effect,
their appointment is casual compared with the appointmenyould say that a person, who in good faith subsequently
of other judges, and this casual appointment may underminsublishes sentencing remarks that have already been pub-
the independence of the judiciary. The Law Society thinksished on the internet site maintained by the Courts Adminis-
that auxiliary judges may be influenced by the governmengration Authority and put there by its staff, may claim, if any
in contemplation of their reappointment. The President of theharge is brought against them in respect of that subsequent
Law Society, Mr Chris Kourakis, has written to me aspublication they have made, that the same privileges and
follows: immunities should apply to them as honest citizens as apply
No judicial officer should be in the situation in which there is to the court staff.
even the remotest possibility that there might seem to be any | et us be fair about this: why should one rule apply to one
compromise on the critical independence criterion. group of people, the citizens, and another rule apply to the
Labor in government would continue to appoint auxiliary court staff? | think that the court staff need to be indemnified
judges. Although we acknowledge Mr Kourakis’s point, weand immune, and so should any other citizen who innocently
think it is precious. publishes it. Accordingly, | commend the measure to the
A further change is an increase in the maximum monetarouse. | will not go over the other points—
values with which the Magistrates Court can deal. The M Atkinson: Do you think that we should talk in
maximums have not increased for nine years and the Attorngyarliament about suppressed material in a court case?
says he is lifting the thresholds roughly in line with the CPl.. v LEWIS: Yes.
The Attorney says that cases are going up into the District 1+ Atkinson: Do you think that we can?
Court that the government thinks the Magistrates Court could Mr LEWIS: Yes, we should be able to, because we are

handle]; He %gg%%%stthiig%ggnergl monﬁtar)élignitﬁr}ou%e highest court in the land. The Supreme Court talks about
go up Irom 0 and crash and basf 1ro uppressed material in lower courts, so why cannot members
$60 000 to $80 000. The small claims jurisdiction, fromof parliament do the same? There is no standing order

which lawyers are usually excluded, will be capped at $6 00 reventing it now. Accordinalv. anvway. with respect to the
up from $5 000. The bill goes through a similar procedure iI('tther megsures, i.n orderto gg\’/e ti%me/:, ?/’concludepmy remarks

the criminal jurisdiction. -
A fourth change is to the Mining Act and the Opal Mining gquegg;tetsft I will have the support of the House for the

Act, to increase the cap for the Warden’s Court to $40 00
and to allow the court to order payments from one partnerto e Hon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister
another in a prospecting or mining partnership. The latte

aspect of this change overcomes an interpretation of the f ebate. | look forward to the discussion in relation to the

court of the South Australian Supreme Court. member for Hammond’s amendment in the committee stage.

The fifth and final change is to give the Supreme Court thg \hank the shadow minister for his support, and commend the
same authority as the Magistrates Court and the District Cougfj| in, its next stage to the House.

to waive fees where a person is unable to pay them owing to  gij read a second time
financial hardship. The opposition supports all these changes '

for Water
esources): | thank those members who contributed to the

: . i In committee.
z;:’;ld will support both the second and third readings of the Clauses 1 to 5 passed.
' Clause 6.

Mr LEWIS (Hammond): | could say ditto to what the Mr LEWIS: | move:
member for Spence has just said except that | disapprove of Page 5—

what is proposed in the provisions relating to the publication Lines 6 and 7—Leave out paragraph (b).
of sentencing remarks. Those provisions say that, if the court ~ Afterline 7—Insert: _ ,
clerical staff make a stuff-up and put the sentencing remarks (3) A person who, in glgod fegtlh,hsuc?sequen_tly publish-
that are suppressed onto the internet, they are indemnified of es sentenciig remarks publisnec on an internet site
. ppres net, they n maintained by the Courts Administration Authority
any risk or liability under law yet, if an honest citizen takes may claim, in respect of the subsequent publication,
the judge’s remarks in sentencing or any other remarks the the same privileges and immunities as apply under
judge has made, which have been suppressed and put on the subsection (1)(a).

internet by mistake by the court staff, the honest citizen explained this amendment in the substantive part of my
acting in good faith republishing them is immediately liableremarks in the second reading debate, namely, if we give
not only for contempt under criminal proceedings but for anyimmunity to the court staff who make an inadvertent mistake
civil action that may be brought against them by an aggrievednd publish on the internet the remarks of the sentencing
party. | do not think that is fair. judge which have been suppressed by the court, the same

I think that if the court stuffed it up and put the wrong immunity should apply to any citizen who, acting in good
stuff on the net, then the citizens, if they act in good faith andaith, republishes them.
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TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: The government believes Mr LEWIS: The action is that you have published it in
that the amendment would remove the restriction on théhe interests of the people who want to look at your Neigh-
immunity conferred by clause 6 of the bill which ensures thabourhood Watch web site and to look at the sentencing
the immunity applies only to court staff who post sentencingemarks that have been made about a crime that was commit-
remarks on the Courts Administration Authority internet site.ted and turned down.

Instead, the new clause 3 proposed by the member for Mr Atkinson: But what is the offence?

Hammond would extend the restriction to apply to persons Mr LEWIS: The offence, in this case, could be not only
who, in good faith, subsequently published the sentencing criminal one but also you have published stuff that is
remarks which were initially posted on the court’s internetsubject to suppression orders, and that is a contempt, and the
site. This appears to arise from a concern, as | understand thglge and not the DPP has control over that. The other
member for Hammond, that a person could, in good faithproblem | see with it is that the third party who feels ag-
copy the sentencing remarks from the court web site angrieved, where the judge has said, ‘No, we won't publish this;
reproduce them, for example, in a newsletter. If there hagve will suppress it, because it is defamatory of a third party
been an inadvertent breach of a suppression order by th# something,” and who finds that it has been published on
courts— the community newsletter web site can then take action

Mr Clarkeinterjecting: against the secretary of the community newsletter web site

TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL : The member for Ross Smith and claim damages against them for defamation. The DPP has
may well laugh—in posting the material, that person may als#0 say in the matter.
become liable for prosecution. The issue was given consider- S0, | am strongly of the view that the government has got
ation when the proposal to provide an immunity to court stafit wrong. | commend the government on publishing the stuff
was under consideration. The purpose of limiting theon the web site. | give them a round of applause for that—as
immunity to publication by court staff was to ensure that no-much as you want—but | cannot agree that one law ought to
one could abuse the immunity by simply seeking to rely or2pply to the people who work in the court and inadvertently
the immunity without taking care to ensure that protectedpublish what the judge said had to be suppressed and then
material was not being published. some_body else who co_pies that off the court’s web site and

The situation for members of the public or the media inPUts it on the community newsletter can get screwed from
terms of publishing sentencing remarks which have beefo directions—by the judge himself, if he is of a mind to do
obtained from the courts does not change. Currently, a persdh OF @ third party person who feels aggrieved that they have
can obtain a hard copy of the sentencing remarks as release@en defamed in some way or other. )
by the sentencing judge by application under, for example, The government has rocks in its head if it thinks the public
the Supreme Court Act. The same exposure to prosecutiofll wear this kind of approach. Yet, on the other hand, the
will occur currently if a person publishes in good faith government deserves kudos and commendation for having
material which has already been obtained in hard copy frorfgken the step and bringing itself and the court system into the
the court. The reason for the immunity is that court staff will 21t century by doing what it sets out to do. Why does it not
be posting the remarks on the internet—not the sentencir@P that extra step? When referring to a person who acts in
judge. The court staff will not have a choice of whether todood faith, | am not talking about a journalist who is trying
publish and will not obtain any benefit from doing so. to make a quick quid out of a sleazy story. Rather, | am

Importantly, the immunity only applies where the talking about people_ who genuinely pick up stuff off one site
sentencing remarks posted on the internet site have be _the web and putit on another a“d/‘”p“'.“ off a hard copy
released by the sentencing judge. The fact that the means @fit: They are the people who need protection, because they
disseminating the sentencing remarks is electronic rather th&Puld be acting in good faith. What is the matter with the
in hard form does not justify, in the opinion of the govern-govemmer_‘t? Does it really feel so heartless in its attitude to
ment, the extending of immunity where the concern is tg"nocent citizens who act in good faith?
ensure that all possible care is taken to avoid publication of Progress reported; committee to sit again.

rohibited material. | do thank the member for Hammond for
3rawing this matter to the attention of the House. However, STATUTESAMENDMENT (MOBIL OIL
the government opposes the amendment. REFINERIES) BILL

Mr LEWIS: Well, | think that is outrageous. The  tnhe |egislative Council agreed to the House of
amen_dr_nent epr|C|t_Iy addresses all thr_e matters about Wh'cﬂssembly’s amendment without any amendment.
the minister has said the government is concerned, namely,
the person who takes the material from the internet that has ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
been put there by the court system and who republishes that
in good faith, believing that it is there for publication and  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Premier): | move:
circulation, as happens in the case of community newsletters. T4t the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 12 February
The minister needs to understand that, if you take it off th@002 at 2 p.m.
court's internet site and put it into your community newsletter, 6ying this motion, it is traditional at this stage to also
web site, you have bloody well published it. Then, later onyish everyone a merry Christmas. It is appropriate to
you discover that the judge did not want it published and theg o gnise what has, | think, been the outstanding work of the
court staff stuffed up. The court staff are clear, according (Qaff of the parliament over the last year and to wish them a
the b|||lthe way the government wants it, but you, poor sodmerry Christmas.
are going to get screwed. | would like to briefly touch on those groups of staff

Mr Atkinson interjecting: involved. We appreciate the wisdom and guidance that the

Mr LEWIS: Because you have published it. clerks of the House, Geof Mitchell and David Bridges, give

Mr Atkinson: But what is the action? us in, at times, difficult circumstances. We appreciate the
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work of the attendants and extend our thanks to all of thenprovided advice when the situation has often been changing
Perry, Joy, John, Mario, Jim and Gary. We especiallyery rapidly. This has also put pressure on other people in
appreciate the extent to which they run around, deliver billsconnection with this House: Hansard, who have done their
papers and other messages in this House, and put up with theual sterling job in reporting our activities; and the attend-
very long hours that we put up with at times. They do notants, as well as the other House of Assembly staff.
have any say in that even though we might have. | also want | would also like to thank my counterparts in the govern-
to acknowledge the table officers, Paul and Malcolm; and thenent who have managed the business of the House during
committee staff, who do not sitin or come near the chambethat time. For most of this year it has been Rob Kerin, who
but who work tirelessly on the work of the committees.  is now Premier, but who was Deputy Premier through most

| appreciate the support staff: again, people whom we def that time. We have got along quite well in trying to
not see day to day, but the people behind the scenes whganage the business of the House. Although procedural
make this parliament operate effectively and who facilitatesusiness has been very slow at times and quite difficult, such
the work of members of parliament. | also want to acknow-as these last two weeks, there has been good cooperation
ledge the Hansard staff: Joan Richards and all the staff in theetween ourselves and the government. | would particularly
division; Howard Coxon and the staff in the library; Elaine like to thank Alexander Drake, who is the staff member
and James and the catering staff; the finance manager, Johgsociated with that business. The Whips have also had to
Neldner, and staff; the building services staff, particularlycarry a good deal of the pressure involved. | would like to
Denis Hixon, who makes sure that we get the airconditioninghank the Government Whip for his cooperation. | would also
right and that everything operates; and, finally, the peopléike to thank the Independents, who were responsible for
who operate the Parliament House telephone service. | extenguch of the twisting and turning, toing-and-froing.
my thanks to all the staff of parliament. Mr Clarke: There should be more of them!

This_is atime of the year when we now start to wind_ down MsHURLEY: Yes, they have mysteriously multiplied of
for Chnst_mas anc_j the new year. Most ”.‘e”.‘bers will take?ate. I am not quite sure what is occurring here. | think that,
some holidays. Itis appropriate that at this time Qf the y.eaélong the member for Adelaide’s lines, perhaps we need to
we remember our fgmll|¢s and our fr.lends especially. Itis ook at a bit of gene technology: it must be genetic. | would
joyous occasion. Itis atime also, | think, to remember thqs%lso like to thank the Nationals. We have often had to have

W'th'n our cgmrréutﬂlty Whﬁ are W'.thkOlft' thcl)ge Wh?har(; N ~onsultation on various matters and that has always been
serious need and those who are sick. | would urge the Souly 4 cted in good spirit.

Australian community, at this time and over Christmas, to That, | hope, deals with the people who are involved with

think of and care for others within our community, because[he business here in the chamber. Parliamentary counsel have

itis a time of caring and sharing. Iso been under pressure. At times, we have had many
| wish every member of this House a very happy and hol)}amendments and amendments to amendments, often at very

Christmas, and | wish you all the very best for the new year‘?1 S .
In political terms, | suspect that there could be an election ir?hOIrt hotice indeed. We have put through several bills at short

the new year, although | will not make any specific forecastggﬂﬁi ejrﬁ;?rg]sesoenlc?jé Z?(légllfega weeks and parliamentary
at this stage! | am not a betting man, so | will not bet on thaf P xcetiently.
fact, but | just have a hunch that there may be an election 1here are other people in this building, of course, to whom
sometime next year. the opposition would also like to extend Christmas greetings:
I also pass on specifically for the Premier his Christmaenis Hixon and the building services staff, including John
greetings to all members of the House and to the staff witfrCring, whose son’s cricket team thrashed my son’s cricket
his personal thanks. And here he is—I am just passing ofgam last Wee.kend (but I still wish him C.hr|stmas greetings);
your Christmas cheer, Premier. | wish everyone a very happgd the catering staff, who keep us going through the long

Christmas indeed and may you enjoy the break. ights, as we have had this week. | think that the new chef
deserves our congratulations.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Premier): | move: | also thank the parliamentary network support services.
That the time for moving the adjournment of the House beVWe have all, I think—most of us, anyway—become accus-
extended beyond 6 p.m. tomed to being a little more automated. We have seen laptops
Mr LEWIS: Hang on, we already have a motion before@ppear on several desks here in Parliament House, and | am
the chair. You cannot have another motion. pleased to see that that system is increasing. There were some
The SPEAK ER: We have a procedural motion to go pastt€ething problems, and the current parliamentary network
6 p.m. support services staff have really worked very hard to solve
Motion carried. those problems. They have been very helpful to members of
parliament and staff, some of whom—probably particularly
MsHURLEY (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |  the members of parliament—have taken a lot of getting up to

would just like to second the Deputy Premier’s remarks inspeed, in some instances. They have indeed been very patient,
extending Christmas greetings. This has been a minoritgnd | thank them.

parliament this term; and this year, it seems, has been |alsowould like to thank, on behalf of the opposition, the
particularly prone to twists and turns. It has not beerfinance staff, who keep the finances going and who pay us.
conventional in that respect. We have had quite a fewndeed, | hope that everyone here has a peaceful Christmas—
changes of direction, and that has required a great deal d@fwill not be a relaxed Christmas. The Deputy Premier is
patience and sound advice from many different people. It hasorrect when he says that we will have an election in the new
resulted in quite a bit of pressure at times. | would thereforgear, and certainly most of us in the opposition will be out
like to thank the Speaker for his patience during all this; havorking hard during the break. Many of the journalists in this
has been very calm during some quite difficult times; and alsstate still seem to believe that we have a holiday whenever we
the clerks, Geof Mitchell and David Bridges, who haveare not in parliament. But | wish them a very merry
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Christmas also, and | hope that they are able to have a holiday Mr LEWIS (Hammond): There needs to be a fairly
some time during this period. representative expression of Christmas greetings and good
cheer from across the chamber on both sides. | acknowledge
Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | would like to add my the grace with which the leader of the House has made the
congratulations to everyone—and | will not list the names ofemarks on behalf of the government, and the Deputy Leader
all the people and the positions that already have beeof the Opposition has done so on behalf of Her Majesty’s
adequately covered by the Deputy Premier and the deputgyal opposition—and | look forward to the occasion of Her
leader. | also send them my best wishes and thank them fdfajesty’s visit next year, which will be after Christmas. In
the work that they have done. Also, in terms of next yeathe meantime, | join them both, and the member for Ross
being an election year, | extend my best wishes to alSmith, who has recently joined the ranks of the Independ-
members of the House. Of course, inevitably, in electiongnts—from a different corral but, nonetheless, joined the
there are wins and losses. | trust that | will be amongst a clagsnks of the Independent members in this place—in express-
of the 1930s style of revival of a number of Independents—ing my gratitude to all members of the staff who serve us in
Independent Labor, particularly. There are, as | said, alwaythis place to try to make this place function more realistically.
political casualties after any election, and | extend my besthat is despite the fact that the government of the day is so
wishes to whomever they might be. | may be premature, thergcared of having an Address in Reply that we have now had
may not be an election until after we next sit again intwo Christmas greetings in this session.
February, so I will not dwell on that too much longer. tmay  The parliament, when it adjourned for the winter recess,
be later, rather than in February. on returning in spring for the session, was not reopened.
| think that all of us here give of our best, despite theThere was no statement from the government as to what its
journalists’ mass distortion of what members of parliamentegislative agenda would be. And all these bills with which
do. They tend to try, basically, to convey a picture that we ar&ve have been dealing we were not told about when parlia-
here for the basest of reasons. That is demonstrably not trug@ent was last open, in the opening remarks that are usually
Each member in this House—and even in the other chambenade by the Governor, because there were not any: we did
when they deign to sit and deign to work—tries to do theirhot have one. What is more, that is the reason for the logjam
level best by the public of South Australia, although, ofof private members’ business on tetice Paper: we were
course, we do it from different political viewpoints. all conned into believing, before the spring recess, that that

I would like to thank Geof Mitchell, who is retiring at the Was the last day of sitting before the new session would be
end of this year. He will not be back here for us onoPened. So, some measures were voted upon and knocked off

12 February. the Notice Paper and dispensed with. Having been voted
An honourable member interjecting: upon, it is not possible to bring them back, because a new
Mr CLARKE: He is going through to the election now, session has not started. Those of us who have some penalty

ishe? S | thinki 31D ber Iwilll | thanging over our head have had to wear that not just for 12
IS he' Sorry, fwas thinking of 31 December. 1 willléave a 10ty yihg hyt the next time we were suspended we would have
of my thanks, as far as Geof is concerned, until 12 Februar

X X lary, go for three days, not one. That has been an unreasonable
or whenever we get up prior to the next election. | would jus

like all the advice that he gave to the former Speaker, thim[ﬁflg\?ﬂiggoiqn\;\?hgfx:'s chucked out this session?
member for Stuart, in the last parliament. Obviously, X '

the ) -
member for Stuart never took Geof’s advice on th Mr LEWIS: | was—and | am not sure how many other

. X o OS&hembers there were.
occasions when he ruled against me for raising my eyebrows Mr Atkinson: What were you chucked out for?

and various other things—for making comments in Port Mr LEWIS: | don’t know. | think it was for being
Augusta rather than in the House and_bemg S“Sp?r!ded- BHZ:curate in my description of the conduct—or misconduct—
I ‘ha?”" the me.mber for Stuart, in particular, for raising MY f some members in this place, to which whomever was in
Fhm{”e’ g}therws% I cffoulsdt ne\;er ha]\c/e been as successful fhe chair at the time took exception and decided, for the first
atas the member for stuart was for me. time in our 140 odd years of history, that the words | used

In particular, | thank you, Mr Speaker. You have had ayere unparliamentary. We did not censure the Auditor-
trying year. It has been a very difficult year for you and yourgeneral for using the same words.

family, and it also has been difficult to control this rabble  an honourable member interjecting:

here in parliament, in some very trying circumstances. \r LEWIS:; | don’t know. | was denied natural justice,
Because the government of the day is a minority governmeny, the circumstances.

tempers are always a little short at times, particularly during - A honour able member: Again?

question time, and you have carried out your task, I think, wmr LEWIS: Again. Notwithstanding any of that, | am not
admirably. | am not sure if | am the only one whom you havenere to antagonise people: | am simply here to tell them what
suspended during the course of the past four years. they need to know, and that is not necessarily what they like
Mr Atkinson interjecting: to hear. And | trust other people do likewise. | have never
Mr CLARKE: Thank you to the member for Spence. been offended by anyone who has come to me and told me
Like the Deputy Premier, this is a time when we can affordplainly what they think | need to know.
torelax alittle, at least up to Christmas, and spend some time An honourable member interjecting:
with our families, who are really the unsung heroes of every Mr LEWIS: No, it is not very regularly. Christmas is a
parliamentarian—other than our electorate staff—because w#easant time of the year for most of us. At this time of the
could not do the work without their moral and physical year, as we approach Christmas—and this will probably be
support. They are too often overlooked in terms of what timehe last sitting day before Christmas—my hearts, thoughts
we can spend with them. | wish everyone here a very merrgnd prayers go to those people who do not have family with
Christmas—and out onto the hustings and good luck tevhom they can share Christmas Day, or to the people who
everyone. will not be able to make contact with their family for
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whatever reason. | make a point on Christmas Eve andur electorate offices or here in this building. | also thank
Christmas Day of going to see such people in my communitythose people in FleetSA who from time to time casually have
those who are alone, wherever they may be, and letting thehmad the good fortune or misfortune to have to take me places
know that someone is thinking of them. | know that thatthat | have needed to visit throughout the year. | say to them,
makes them feel a hell of a lot better about the year they hav&@hank you and merry Christmas.” Finally, thank you,
lived and about the prospect of the new year. Mr Speaker, and merry Christmas.
| think that is what Christ and his disciples intended
because, after all, we are celebrating the feast of Christmas, The SPEAKER: One of the great advantages of being on
the anniversary of Christ’s birth as determined by Christenthe JPSC is that it makes you realise what a diverse and large
dom. Too many of us forget that. It is a point we all ought tonumber of staff members we have working in this building,
remember. We are not only a society that derives our lapoth permanently and on a temporary basis. To them | extend
from Anglo-Saxon or British traditions but also a society thatour Christmas greetings and our thanks for the work they do
derives our law more particularly from the Bible. If you look behind the scenes to help us perform as members of parlia-
for annotated authority in scientific and literary documentgnent. One of the observations | made last night was that
and keep following back that authority through the documentwhen we walked out of here at 2 a.m. members of our own
that are sighted, you will end up, as | have done on mangtaff and the attendants were here for another hour to ensure
occasions, finding that the Bible was the ultimate authoritythat the work was finished. The table officers stay on for
quoted in the documents further back in history as being thenany hours after we leave thinking that we have been hardly
basis for the belief that was stated in the paper preparedone by. That can be reflected all through the building at alll
whether by a monk in years gone by—and they were théevels of the staff who are here to service us and to ensure
places of learning—or by scholars in the last thousand yeaitgat we perform in our duties.
or so. That is in our society and we are fortunate, because we | wish the table officers and our chamber attendants a very
do this kind of thing once a year. Other societies withmerry Christmas. Please pass on to your families our best
different traditions do not set aside their animosities or theiwishes also for a happy and holy Christmas. To those in the
misgivings and apprehensions and join with one another tibrary, Hansard and the catering division, | extend our
celebrate a great event. sincere thanks for the work they do and to their families also.
Mr Atkinson interjecting: | thank the building services manager and his colleagues,
Mr LEWIS: | was not aware of that quaint custom. | am Parliamentary Support Network and police security, those
saying to the House that we are very fortunate to be able tofficers, who only recently came onto our premises, doing a
do what we do in our society because of its roots and origingnarvellous job. | thank members for their cooperation. One
Whether or not we believe, we ought to remember that we albf life’s great experiences is to be the Presiding Officer of
enjoy the benefits that we have inherited from those peoplparliament and for that | thank you. | hope in some respects
who have believed, in the majority amongst our forebearshat we do come back next year, because on that last occasion
(not our ancestors), in our legal and social mores. after 22 years there are a few more things | would like to say.
| conclude by saying that | have appreciated the work thak will keep them for that occasion. Merry Christmas to you
has been done for me as a member in this place by my staff]l: have a safe Christmas, a very enjoyable and restful
the library, the people who clear out the rubbish, the peoplperiod, and | look forward to seeing you all back here in the
who provide us with information in other parts of the building new year.
and who look after our creature comforts in the dining and Motion carried.
refreshment rooms. | refer not only to the attendants in this
chamber but also to the assistance | have had from the staff SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
in the Legislative Council and the good counsel | have
received freely not only from Geof Mitchell but also from ~ Mr LEWIS(Hammond): Mr Speaker, presumably that
other people in this and other parliaments. | am grateful tés the motion to convey greetings to everybody. | wish to
them for what they are able to provide to me as counsel an@mend the date on which we return.
advice. The SPEAKER: The motion has been put.
| thank the people who daily raise the flag. It may seem Mr LEWIS: That did not seem to worry us at any time
like nothing to most of us because it happens every day and the last couple of days.
we see it as having been done, but they raise it and it means The SPEAKER: Yes, it does.
a lot to people who visit us because, by doing so, the people Mr LEWIS: | move:
who raise the flag show tobou; viiitotrs from over:seas that Wed That the motion be recommitted.
care in some measure about what we are, who we are an . .
what our symbols are, and to them that means something. If The SPEAKER: You would need to suspend standing
any of you have travelled overseas (and | am not sure ho\s\)’rders to do that. )
many have), you will notice that those societies which pay M' LEWIS: I move:
attention to their origins and the symbols of the solidarity of  That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move
their law and the empowerment of their society, to go forward"at the motion be recommitted.
in confidence and certainty, are the societies and places that The SPEAKER: The motion | put was that the House at
are more pleasant to visit, the societies with which you cafits rising adjourn until 12 February 2002 at 2 p.m. The
have more sensible and relevant interaction. | say to thexember for Hammond has asked for a suspension of standing
people who make it possible for us to project the same imagerders.
‘Thank you for that.” | wish them, too, a merry Christmas. Mr Lewis: So that | can move that it be 5 February.
| also thank the people who look after our stores and The SPEAKER: | have counted the House and, as there
supplies, whether the attendants of this building or those whiz an absolute majority of the whole number of the members
come from State Supply to ensure that we get our supplies iof the House present, | accept the motion. Is it seconded?
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An honourable member: Yes, sir. NOES (cont.)

The SPEAKER: There being 21 ayes and 21 noes, | give
my casting vote for the noes.

Motion thus negatived.

The SPEAKER: The question is that the motion be Hanna, K. Hurley, A. K.
agreed to. For the question say ‘aye’, against ‘no’. As there Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
is a dissenting voice, there must be a division. Ring the bells. Key, S. W. Kotz, D. C.
The House divided on the motion: Koutsantonis, T. Matthew, W. A.
AYES (21) Meier, E. J. Oswald, J. K. G.
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. Rankine, J. M. Scalzi, G.
Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L.
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. Thompson, M. G. Venning, I. H.
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. White, P. L. Williams, M. R.
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. Wright, M. J.
Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. T
' ' : M ty of 35 for th .
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. ajority o orine r_10es.
. ! Amendments thus negatived; clause passed.
Lewis, I. P. (teller) Rankine, J. M. o .
Snelling, J. J. Stevens. L. Remaining clauses (7 to 35) and title passed.
Thompson, M. G. White. P. L. Bill read a third time and passed.
Wright, M. J.
NOES (21) AQUACULTURE BILL
Arm|tage,'M. H. Brindal, M. K. The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. (teller) A - . .
Buckby, M. R. Condous. S. G. amendments |nd|cat§-d in the foIIov_vmg _schedule, to which
Evans I = Gunn G’ M amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. of the House of Assembly:
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. No.1. Page 24 (clause 50)—After line 12 insert the following:
Kotz. D. C Matthew. W. A (5) The minister must, at the request of a person who has
M ’ Ild K A McE ' R- ’ made a written submission to the minister under subsection (1) or
aywald, K. A. cEwen, R. J. (3), give the person a written statement of the minister’s reasons for
Meier, E. J. Scalzi, G. the decision made by the minister in relation to the matter on which
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. the submissions were invited.
Wotton, D. C. No.2. Page 38—After line 28 insert new clause as follows:

Review of the Act
92. The minister must, within 5 years after the commence-
ment of this act or any provision of this act (a) cause a report to be
prepared on the operation of this act; and (b) cause a copy of the

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order. Given that the report to be laid before each House of Parliament.

The SPEAKER: That is true also.

STATUTESAMENDMENT (COURTSAND
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION) BILL

In committee (resumed on motion).
(Continued from page 3010.)

motion has not obtained an absolute majority, your casting consideration in committee.
vote is not necessary.

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendments be agreed to.
These are Labor Party amendments, which were moved in
another place. The government in another place has agreed
to the amendments and we are willing to support them here.

Motion carried.

Clause 6. ADJOURNMENT
The committee divided on the amendments:
AYES (2) TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Premier): | wish
Lewis, I. P. (teller) Maywald, K. A. everyone a merry Christmas and move:
NOES (37) ‘ That the House do now adjourn.
Armitage, M. H. Atkinson, M. J. . .
Bedford, F. E. Breuer, L. R. Motion carried.
Brindal, M. K. (teller) Brokenshire, R. L. At 6.52 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday
Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. 12 February 2002 at 2 p.m
Ciccarello, V. Condous, S. G. T
Conlon, P. F. De Laine, M. R. Corrigenda:
Evans, I. F. Foley, K. O.
Geraghty, R. K. Gunn, G. M. Page 2486, column 1, line 26—For ‘DEET’ read ‘DETE'.
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. Page 2789, column 2, line 3—For ‘Selamus’ read ‘Selamis’.
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importance of first language maintenance and development for stu-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY dents from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The

department is meeting the needs of these students through a variety
of programs offered for students through the School of Languages.
Tuesday 27 November 2001 The School of Languages, established in 1986, complements and
supplements existing language programs in mainstream and ethnic
QUESTIONSON NOTICE schools, from year 8 to SACE Stage 2. During 2001, the school is
offering after-hours and in-hours language programs in Chinese,
Croatian, French, German, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Khmer,
CALL CENTRES, CITY OF ONKAPARINGA Korean, Persian, Pitjantjatjara, Polish, Serbian, Spanish and
. Vietnamese.

57.  MsTHOMPSON: What action has beentakentoensure 20 Fyll Time Equivalent, Tier 2 salaries are made available
that appropriate infrastructure exists for the establishment of larggnnually for First Language Maintenance programs in schools with
call centres in the City of Onkaparinga? ) junior primary and primary enrolments to support 24 languages in-

TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The appropriate broadband cluding Viethamese, Khmer and Aboriginal languages.
telecommunications infrastructure required for the establishment of  Distribution of funding occurs annually and is based on appli-
large call centres in the City of Onkaparinga already exists. Telstraation of specified criteria following expressions of interest from
is currently the sole provider of this broadband technology in theschools. The funding criteria include an assessment of the number

Onkaparinga municipality. of students identified within a school to ensure the viability of a
program, the complexity of the school and continuity of existing pro-
FIREWORKS grams.
In addition, the Government provides per capita funding for
107. MrsGERAGHTY: Ethnic Schools to support first language maintenance and develop-

1. Do penalties apply for the contravention of a Schedule Snent in South Australia. The per capita grant is provided to Ethnic
Permit issued under thexplosives Act 1936 in relation to the use of  Schools for every school aged child enrolled in an Ethnic School.

fireworks and; ) From the beginning of 2001, there were 41 languages taught through
2. If so, what are the details and; Ethnic Schools.
3. If not, why not?
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Workplace PRIMATES FOR PRIMATES REPORT

Relations has advised that:

|.  Schedule 9 permits to use fireworks during the fire danger 145. Mr ATKINSON: What is the government’s response to
season are issued by officers authorised undeCtoetry Fires Act the Primates for Primates Report sent to the minister earlier this year
not theExplosives Act. Penalties do apply for the contravention of and will a code of practice to regulate the keeping of primates be
a Schedule 9 permit. introduced?

2. The penalty for not complying with the conditions of a  TheHon. |.F. EVANSI have been advised as follows:
Schedule 9 permit issued for the use of fireworks during the fire  There is no intention to introduce a code of practice to regulate
danger season is, in the first instance, division 6 fine or division @he keeping of primates in South Australia.
imprisonment. That is, a fine of up to four thousand dollars or
imprisonment for up to twelve months. BUSHFIRES

3. These penalties for Schedule 9 infringements can not be ap-
plied by inspectors gazetted under el osives Act because such 147. TheHon. G.M. GUNN:
infringements constitute an offence under $aemary Offences Act 1. Does the government support the construction by private
and explosives inspectors are not authorised officers undekthis landholders of fuel breaks that prevent bushfires entering their

Officers that can pursue legal action against individuals who faiproperty from National Parks or bushfires entering National Parks
to comply with the conditions of a Schedule 9 permit include thosdrom their property?

persons authorised under Beuntry Fires Act, police officers, and 2. What steps are taken to ensure there is adequate fire protec-
any other person authorised under Ssenmary Offences Act. tion in National Parks?
TheHon. |.F. EVANSI have been advised as follows:
BILINGUAL SCHOOL SERVICES 1. On private property, the need for, and location of, fuel breaks
is determined during the preparation and annual review of Bushfire
120. MsSWHITE: Prevention Plans under the Country Fires Act 1988.
1. How many bilingual school assistants are employed in 2. TheNative Vigetation Regulations 1991 and the Country Fire
government schools and DETE, respectively? Service provide the framework for all landholders, including

2. Has the department investigated the establishment of moth&tational Parks & Wildlife SA, regarding construction of fire breaks
tongue maintenance programs for each of the first languages of native vegetation. Prior to each fire season, National Parks &
government school students for which English is a second languagildlife SA staff attend District Bushfire Prevention Committee
and if so, what are the conclusions? Meetings, develop local priorities for risk management, and

TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: undertake prevention works. This includes undertaking equipment

1. The Department of Education, Training and Employmentmaintenance checks, and ensuring staff meet current fire training and
administers two programs which provide bilingual assistants tditness requirements. In accordance with its Fire Management Policy,
children. National Parks & Wildlife SA constructs and maintains fuel breaks

TheBilingual School Services Officers Programprovides arange and access in strategic locations within reserves, balancing the in-
of services within schools including classroom support, facilitationtegrity of native vegetation blocks with responsible fire management
of cross cultural communication, interpreting and translation. planning. To assist in the suppression of wildfires, where necessary,

The Preschool Bilingual Assistants Program provides support — access tracks are constructed on the boundaries of reserves.
to preschools in the maintenance and development of language and
literacy for students from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. SENIORS CARDS

Bilingual SSOs are employed by the school and departmental
systems do not record numbers employed as these vary significantly 148. MsSTEVENS: What is the basis for charging $10 for the
due to the nature of individual school arrangements. replacement of lost seniors cards and how many were replaced

The department does maintain a register of approved Bilinguatiuring 2000-01?

SSOs and provides this list to schools on request. Currently 176 staff The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The charge of $10 to replace a lost
are approved for this work. Not all people on the list will be in em- Seniors Card has been in place since 1992. It has not been increased
ployment and many work in small packages across a number of sitegver time. The charge partly defrays the administrative and other

There are 135 preschool bilingual workers currently registeredosts associated with having a new card manufactured and delivered
with the Preschool Bilingual Assistants Program, of whom 76 are  to the recipient.
currently employed. The charge is not always levied, eg where a card is stolen.

2. Both theLanguages Plan 2000-2007 and theMulticulturalism During 2000-01, approximately 1,000 cards were replaced due
in Schooling and Children's Services policy acknowledge the to loss.
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