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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Monday 13 May 2002

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

HOSPITALS, NOARLUNGA

A petition signed by 1 164 residents of South Australia,

requesting the house to ensure that the government fun

by Mr Brokenshire.
Petition received.

WESTPAC CALL CENTRE

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am pleased to announce today
that many Ansett workers who were employed at the Anse
Contact Centre at Bedford Park are about to be thrown

lifeline by the Westpac Banking Corporation. Westpac
announced this morning that it executed heads of agreeme
with the Harmony Corporation to secure a long-term lease o
the former Ansett centre at Bedford Park. The centre has been

empty since the last of the Ansett workers left there i

BEVERLEY URANIUM MINE, MINUTES

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave
to table two documents which were referred to last week as
minutes provided to me from the Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries.

The SPEAKER: You will not need my leave; you are
tabling the documents.

BEVERLEY URANIUM MINE

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

intensive care facilities at Noarlunga hospital, was presente({fonservat'on)' | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I informed the house last week of

a special task force to inspect the Beverley uranium mine
following growing concern within government over the
number of reported spills at the in situ leach mine site. This
government has made it clear from day one that it is commit-
ted to maintaining the highest environmental standards,
especially in areas such as uranium mining. That is why, in
conjunction with the Minister for Mineral Resources
Development, | asked the Executive Director of the EPA, Mr

tlt\licholas Newland, to lead a top level task force to inspect the

gnning operations of Heathgate Resources at its Beverley
uranium mine last Friday. The EPA task force also included
?nior officials from PIRSA, the DHS Radiation Protection
ranch and members of Workplace Services.

The focus of the task force’s investigation at Beverley was
on three key areas, namely:

February this year.

Part of the agreement signed this morning includes
expanding the centre’s facilities to accommodate 670 workers
on site. Westpac will relocate its 350 call centre workers from
its current centre at Lockleys into Bedford Park and then
expand that work force by up to another 350 workers over thé
next three years. Leaving the Lockleys centre will allow EDS,
which also occupies that facility, to expand its operations in
the future.

As we know, about 380 Ansett workers were previously.
employed at the Bedford Park centre. It is understood that
more than 300 of those call centre workers have been out of
work since losing their jobs in December last year and
February this year. Westpac will establish a special hotline
for the former Ansett staff to register interest in the new
positions being created by Westpac. The former government
began the early stages of negotiations with Westpac to move
into the empty Ansett building and when Labor took govern-’
ment we continued those negotiations through to their
successful conclusion this morning. Once again, it is an
example of bipartisanship working in the interests of the
state. This is great news for the former Ansett workers and
great news for South Australian jobs.

Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | would like again to acknow-
ledge the work done by the previous government in putting

assessing the operational procedures of the mine;
examining workers’ safety in the context of extraction of
and potential exposure to radioactive substances; and
potential and actual environmental harm.

The task force spent several hours at the mine last Friday

nd offered, as its interim conclusions, the following points:

No ABS pipe work or fittings are to be used in new or
replacement plant. This type of piping has been linked to
a number of the equipment failures associated with
previous spills.

Secondly, the findings of the hazard and operability study
on the ISL plant undertaken by the company must be
implemented by 15 September 2002 and be subject to
scrutiny by the EPA and PIRSA.

Thirdly, the processing plant must have adequate secon-
dary containment to back up the concrete bunding.
Currently no backup is in place.

Fourthly, the wellfield must have adequate secondary
containment. Again, there is no secondary containment in
place.

Fifthly, no new plant to be installed or modifications to
the existing plant to be made without being reviewed by
a hazard and operability study.

Sixthly, no new plant to be installed or modifications to
the existing plant to be made without being reviewed by
PIRSA in consultation with the EPA.

Seventhly, while the evidence indicates that there has been
no harm to workers or the surrounding environment from

the jobs expansion program together—a process that began radiation, the company needs to have a clear process for

in year 2000. The important thing is that the call centre will
be open. There will be more jobs, 350 more, and the Ansett
workers who lost their jobs will be able to register their
interest in taking up these new positions prepared by
Westpac.

stockpiling and ultimate safe storage of soil affected by
spills of radioactive material.

Eighthly, incidents involving loss of processing fluids due
to mechanical failure of equipment or control system
malfunction to be considered in detail by the independent
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review group on spills, with consideration of such spills Council are under way, and discussions have occurred with

being reported to the EPA. the Premier regarding this commitment. Further details will
And, finally, increased input of the EPA in monitoring and be provided to the house on this initiative soon.
evaluation of environmental performance. However, in the interim and in the light of these two

The task force will finalise its full report later this week, andrecent events, | have called a meeting of key industry
| will make the contents of that report available in full to the participants that will be held as soon as possible this week to
house this Thursday. The task force indicated that itgxamine measures that can be urgently taken to improve the
activities received the full cooperation of Heathgate Resafety of drivers and, hopefully, drastically reduce the
sources Management, which agreed that steps must be taketturrence of such events. | will report further to the house
to improve the mine’s operational integrity and to minimiseon this matter.
the possibility of future spills.

Finally, I want to assure the people of South Australia that CSL YARRA
the government takes its environmental commitment
seriously. With two spills at the Beverley Uranium Mine in - TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
less than a week, this government acted promptly to investieek leave to make a further ministerial statement.
gate the mine’s activities. A decision to inspect the mine was The SPEAKER: No further leave is required.
made within 24 hours of the announcement of the second TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | rise today to provide details

spill. The next day, a team was assembled and sent to ”fg the house on the matter involving Canada Shipping Lines

m'rf tEe foIIc;vj\)/llng da{)‘ S and maritime industry unions in relation to the C®drra.
T?‘ anour 3 De Lﬂeﬂﬁ (ljntefg fﬁt' nkgfh b it This dispute is about a CSL decision to replace the Australian
erion. J.D. FiLL: 1dontinink theé member opposite o e\ with Ukrainian workers. On 4 May, thérrawas sold
should lead on this issue. He has really got a glass jaw ofjon, an Australian registered CSL company—CSL Australia
this. The next day.— . . . Pty Ltd—to an overseas registered CSL company—
_Mr BRINDAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. The ~q| pacific Shipping Inc. On the same day, 4 May,¥tea
minister sought leave to make a ministerial statement, n as registered in the Bahamas. TYera has operated in

debate with members on this side of the chamber, and | asKsyralian domestic waters transporting material for the

you to rule accordingly. cement indust : : ;
) . ry, predominantly travelling between Adelaide,
The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. Melbourne, Brisbane and Port Kembla. T¥aera s involved
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The next ;, transport within Australia.

day a team was assembled and sent to the mine the following The Yarra was an Australian owned and registered ship
ith an Australian crew, plying Australian waters. On 4 May,

day. The interim findings have now been reported to parlia-
the Yarra ceased to be Australian owned or registered. The

ment, that is, less than five days after the second spill. As
Indicated earlier, the task force is working on the final reporé]oosition of the crew is still before the courts and is the focus
of the present dispute. Initially, the unions obtained an

and | am told that | will be able to make that report availabl
in full to the house this Thursday. injunction restraining CSL from proceeding with its planned

TAXIDRIVERS reflagging and sale of théarra. However, when the matter
went before the Federal Court for trial, the unions were
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): | unsuccessful. The court held that CSL's actions did not
seek leave to make a ministerial statement. breach the federal government’'s Workplace Relations Act,
Leave granted. even though CSL did intend to dismiss the Australian crew

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: I rise to bring to the attention With @ view to replacing them with cheaper Ukrainian
of the house the actions that the government is taking i§ourced workers. The unions have appealed against the
relation to the two deplorable attacks on taxidrivers over th&l€cision.
last week. In addition to the weekend's attack, a driver was On 2 May, the company ordered tarrato port to shut
stabbed and robbed recently at Croydon Park. | know aglown and ordered the crew to go home. On 3 May, the unions
members would condemn these mindless acts of violencapplied to the federal Industrial Relations Commission for an
committed against these two individuals and other Soutlerder to stop CSL's actions. The commission agreed that
Australians working in the service industry, and hope that th€SL's actions were industrial action as defined by the
perpetrators are quickly brought to justice. Workplace Relations Act. However, when the commission

Labor came to government with a comprehensive taxissued its decision on 7 May, thérra had been sold and
platform. It recognises the very difficult economic conditionsregistered in the Bahamas. Due to the sale ofttres, its
that the industry faces—increasing costs, reported decline figgistration in the Bahamas and the fact that the Federal Court
patronage and low returns to drivers—and that, in order t&vas still dealing with the matter, the commission declined to
provide a quality service, drivers need to be able to make @xercise its discretion to make an order. CSL has undertaken
living. Labor stated that it strongly supported the installationnot to dismiss the workers until the Full Bench of the Federal
of security devices in taxis and that it would work coopera-Court hears the appeal. Notwithstanding that, they have been
tively with the industry to achieve this. ordered off the ship. The captain and the officers have left.

Labor also stated that it would extend the Liberal governHowever, the crew remains.
ment’s moratorium on the mandatory installation of security The matter came before the Supreme Court last Friday.
cameras for a further 12 months from its expiry in FebruaryHowever, it has been adjourned until this Wednesday. The
2002. Labor also committed to the establishment of thd’resident of the Australian Council for Trade Unions, Sharon
Premier’'s Taxi Council to meet at least every three month8urrows, has stated that CSL's plan to sell the ship to an
to provide a strong consultative forum for the industry onoverseas registered company and sack the crew, replacing
strategic issues. Moves to establish the Premier's Taxthem with cheaper overseas labour, would not be possible in
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the United States. Th&arra's captain, John Briggs, is statement just made to the house is a classical illustration of
reported to have said: what is not permissible in a ministerial statement and will not
I admire and support those who stay on board to try and ensurf@e tolerated in future.

the future of Australian shipping, of Australian seafarers on

Australian ships. We need to change the [federal] government’s mind AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR PLANT
on the crazy administration of the Navigation Act which allows EUNCTIONAL GENOMICS
foreign ships to compete with Australian ships on a totally unlevel

ﬂﬁgmguffld, a field which favours foreign ships so much it is The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-

. ism): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Last week, thédvertiser reported: Leave granted.

ﬁThe IYaftfa paidRaﬂ eSti"&aIQ% $1fmi”_ion in tax}t?S 'iITtl()) feglefﬁtll TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: On Friday 10 May the
cotiers fast year. Retagged with a foreign crew, it will bé ab'e 0premijer announced that we had won the ability to host the
trade b_etween AusFrallan ports without paying income .or payrol taxAustralian Centre for Plant Functional Genomicg. The South
Captain John Briggs was also reported as saying about thqstralian government will invest $12 million over five
crew that ‘some of them are the best seamen | have eveggars, while the federal government and the grains industry
sailed with and they deserve better.” This government sayil| contribute a total of $20 million through the Grains
that all Australians deserve better than the disgraceful federglesearch and Development Corporation (GRDC) and the
government policy, a policy to hand Australian domesticaystralian Research Council (ARC). In the first instance, it
transport over to foreign companies a_nd overseas workers.i§ appropriate that | should thank the former government for
cannot be forgotten that this is Australian domestic transporis initiative in starting this bid in its early stages and working

The Deputy Prime Minister, John Anderson, stated orowards this project coming to South Australia. Full creditis
ABC radio on Thursday 9 May that ‘the operating costsdue to them for their action earlier in the year.

... differences . . are so wide the Australian government’'s  The Australian Plant Functional Genomics Centre is a
position is that Australia is a nation that has an interest inajor national collaborative arrangement to provide a focus
reduced shipping cost . . Thefederal government's policy  for the identification and application of genes with beneficial
is to reduce domestic transport by inviting foreign ownedcharacteristics for the Australian grains industry. | am
ships, using cheaper overseas crews, to service Australigiformed that the centre will directly employ an additional 65
domestic transport needs. Where will it all end—overseas racience, technology and administrative personnel, with a
companies with overseas rail workers, overseas bus comurther 35 PhD and post-doctoral students, who will be
panies with overseas drivers? The federal government ®inded by industry and are yet to be appointed.
engineering a situation where the only part Australians play The centre’s headquarters and base will be in Adelaide
in domestic shipping is paying the bills. under the leadership of professors Langridge and Fincher at

The state government is extremely concerned at the caugige University of Adelaide, but collaborating partners with a
of this dispute and is closely monitoring all developmentsiesser role will come from Queensland University, Melbourne
The state government, unlike the opposition, supportgniversity and the Victorian Department of Natural Re-
Australian workers and their families. The federal governsources and Environment.
ment’s policy is derelict. It tells Australian workers thatthey  The infrastructure provided for the Australian Plant
must accept the employment conditions of overseas workersunctional Genomics Centre will be part of the new plant
or be sacked. Even that might not be enough, as the federgiotechnology centre based at the Waite and will provide both
government’s policy provides for the avoidance of Australianpublic and private sector research groups with access to state-
taxation. The jobs will remain in Australia, but they will be of-the-art equipment, research capability and products of the
done by the cheapest labour that can be found by the oversegsearch. The centre also will be able to house some of the
ship owners. spin-off companies and other commercial activities to build

The effect on Australian jobs is only one part of thison plant biotechnology at this commercial hub in South
tragedy created by the federal government. Can the federAlstralia.
government guarantee that flag of convenience ships will be The Australian Centre for Plant Functional Genomics is
maintained and operated as safely as Australian ships wiffivotal in South Australia’s objective in becoming a national
Australian crews? Can the federal government guarantee thigader in plant biotechnology, building on the recognised
overseas ship owners and overseas crews will have the samgtional and international capability of the University of
level of commitment to protecting the Australian environmentadelaide, CSIRO, the South Australian Research and
as do Australian companies and crews? Development Institute (SARDI) and the Australian Wine

This derelict policy diminishes Australia’s ability to Institute, all collocated at the Waite. The collaborative
ensure that our waters are safe and free from pollution. Wmnitiatives of the Waite provide the unique capability to
do not support selling out Australian jobs and Australiandevelop and deliver through the continuum from gene
industries. The federal government stands condemned for itiscovery and trait development to gene application and germ
treatment of Australian industry, Australian workers and theiplasm development, to variety and novel product develop-
families. ment as well as commercial delivery.

The SPEAK ER: | advise the minister that leave to make  The Waite research and development partners have moved
ministerial statements is given for the reason of providingo ensure national prominence in plant breeding from
factual information to the house. Over recent years ministerdiscovery to commercialisation. The plant genomics centre
have tended to stray into the area of debate, relying owill be complemented by a number of other plant science
rhetorical questions and statements of opinion rather thacomponents already based at the Waite. These include:
sticking to the provision of information. Whilst it is difficult - The world class plant science and breeding programs in
perhaps in every instance to draw a line there, the use of the cereals, pulses and legumes; and, recently, the establish-
rhetorical questions and similar devices contained in the ment of the wheat breeding company, Australian Grain
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Technologies Limited, which will provide one of the He went on:

commercial focuses for the overall capability. Standing orders of the parliament prohibit any member from
The recent establishment of the agricultural node of theommenting in any way that might reflect on the Speaker, so | can’t
Australian genomics research facility at the Waite will 21Swer any questions.

provide a commercial focus and capability for high  An honourable member interjecting:

throughput molecular analytical support to plant and The SPEAKER: Order! The member was then asked if
animal breeding programs. This facility will build on the he would like to; the deputy leader replied, ‘Sure I'd like to.’
successful contribution made by Australia in the sequentrepeat, if members are unhappy about any ruling made, or

cing of the human genome. even any series of rulings, they have a remedy available to
The headquarters for the Cooperative Research Centre ftitem. They can approach the Speaker privately at any time
Molecular Plant Breeding are also based here. and | will be happy to discuss their concerns. To date,

There is the national technology delivery capacity of theindependently of the invitation which | agreed to and which
South Australian Research and Development Institute anthe Leader of the Opposition took up, no other member has
linkages that have been established with both the graindone so. The member for Unley has offered to write to me,

industry and the agribusiness sector. and | welcome that.
The nucleic acids and protein analysis unit is also collo- In responding to this matter and to determine the practice
cated at this site. of the house | have consulted the standing orders and

This consolidation of plant science capability places theextensively researched other documents which determine the
Waite precinct as the leading centre in Australia and placegractices and the rulings made by previous Speakers in this
it as one of the top three plant research centres in the worldouse and in other places similar to it, particularly the ruling
alongside the Max Planck Institute in Cologne, Germany. made by the former Speaker on 27 May 1997.

In order to remain competitive in the world economy, | have given members fair warning of my intention to
South Australia must continue to invest in science andnaintain the practices of the house which protect the office
technology. However, it is also important to strive for theof Speaker. | therefore name the Deputy Leader and provide
right commercial climate and incentives to ensure that thédim with the opportunity to make an apology in a form
ideas and knowledge that are created in South Australia hefcceptable to the house.
by investment flow to create products, services and jobs for Members interjecting:

South Australians. To achieve this, we need to develop closer The SPEAKER: Order! Does the Deputy Leader wish to
links between our science base and industry in order to fostére heard in explanation and apology?
and develop the right skills to turn research excellence into  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
commercial and economic success for South Australia. Opposition): Yes, Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, | apologise if
you took any offence at my comments, but | point out that |
MEMBER'SREMARKS did a press conference on another issue and, unexpectedly, at
the end of that | was asked a series of questions, and | quite

The SPEAKER: Order! Members must not make adverseyigntly pointed out that | could not comment because to do so
reflections upon the chair in this place or in the media. Thayoyid be in breach of the standing orders. | think that was a
has been made plain. Today | warn the member for Flindersgir and reasonable response.
the member for Morphett and_the member fpr S_chubert for  Honourable members: Hear, hear!
comments reportgd in thAdvertiser on 17 April Whlph had TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Government
escaped my attention when | made the same warnings to Othl‘%hterprises): I move:
members last week. Again, | point out that, if members are
concerned with my decisions, they may in any way determine 2t the apology be accepted.
that they are clearly able to come, as the practices of the Motion carried.
house allow, to discuss them with me. They may not reflect
upon the Speaker in the media. In recent days a number of
adverse reflections have been made on the Speaker in the
Advertiser and in the electronic media.

It does not matter that an attack on the Speaker is made
directly or made by innuendo, implication or inference. It is, QUESTION TIME
and always has been, unacceptable for members to make
adverse reflections on the Speaker, even if done by way of a FISHING, COMMERCIAL LICENCES
background briefing or in an off-the-record manner to -
encourage adverse publicity. It is, and always has been, TheHon.R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
unacceptable. Amongst other things, members have beéestion is directed to the Premier. Will the Premier inform
quoted refusing to make comments upon the chair for fear dhe house of the cost of compensation involved to terminate

retribution. Such a comment, in itself, is an obvious reflectiorfommercial fishing licences in the Murray River and does the
on the chair— Premier believe that adequate consultation was undertaken

Members interjecting: before the decision to terminate fishing licences was taken?

tolerated. It cannot be, if the house is to function properly. Othe banning of the use of gill nets on the Murray River. The

ABC Radio on 10 May 2002 the Deputy Leader of themember for Hammond told ABC listeners that the agreed
Opposition stated: method for compensation would be to pay each of the

I think there’s an air of frustration at present in the parliament.fIShermen afigure based on the net present value of the rest-

'l say no more than that. | can’t comment on the nature of rulingsOf-life earnings. Later that day, the Premier queried South
given in the house. The standing orders specifically exclude that. Australian Fishing Industry Council claims that the cost could
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be as high as $60 million. The Premier claimed instead tha&81 December: it is now at 4 per cent and going down. As a
it would cost no more than a couple of hundred dollars incomparison with interstate premium solvency, the insurance
total. This equates to $10 000 per family for compensatiorscheme in Victoria has a solvency ratio of 25 per cent; the
for rest-of-life earnings, a figure which has insulted, and\orthern Territory, 20 per cent; Western Australia, 14 per
caused much anxiety for, the families involved. cent; and Tasmania even 10 per cent.
To add to that anxiety, the Minister for Agriculture, Food  Let us look at how the premiums were increased against
and Fisheries confirmed today that commercial fishinghe recommendation.
licences, which include the use of gill nets, will expire atthe  An honourable member interjecting:
end of June and that none of the licences will be renewed, TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | hear the member opposite
effectively removing the livelihood of these families. bleating, ‘If Labor had only done this or that.’ Yes, there was
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): In the spirit of legislationin 1998 to reduce the benefits to injured motorists,
bipartisanship, | am very happy to provide a briefing for theand the parliament in a joint sitting of the houses, including
Leader of the Opposition. | might be wrong, but | understandnembers of the Liberal Party who were concerned, agreed to
that the ban was part of the Liberal Party’s policy at oneabout 50 per cent of the recommendations. Do you know
stage, was it not? what the then Treasurer did immediately after that legislation
Members interjecting: was approved for only 50 per cent of the recommendations?
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Okay, it was not: | accept that. He increased premiums by 3 per cent to cover what the
An announcement will be made in the budget, as membergarliament did not pass. Any suggestion that the parliament
would expect with all budgetary measures. However, | willdid not pass legislation and that somehow that has impacted
arrange for the minister responsible for fisheries, the Horon the premiums is wrong because there was an increase
Paul Holloway, to give you a detailed briefing about what isimmediately after the parliament’s not agreeing to the full
happening because, as you know, there is enormous publilomplement.
support for this measure. In 1999, the third party premiums committee recommend-
In terms of outlandish claims about how much it will cost, ed an increase of 10.8 per cent. Do you know how much they
it will be an extremely modest provision in the budget, but arput it up? They put it up 2.6 per cent. In the year 2000, a 7.8

effective and responsible one. per cent increase was recommended. Do you know how much
they put it up? It was 2.6 per cent. In 2001 an increase of 13.7
MOTOR ACCIDENT COMMISSION per cent was recommended, but the actual increase was

) ) 4.7 per cent. The reality is that the third party premiums were

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Treasurer advise kept down. Why? Because they were going into a state
whether itis true that recent rises in charges for compulsorglection. This party opposite was prepared to risk the
third party insurance under the former Liberal governmentinancial ruin of the government's motor accident insurance

have not been enough to ensure the solvency of the Mot@ompany and to keep premiums down low in order to try to
Accident Commission? Reports in the media over theneak back into government.

weekend have speculated that cumulative rises of over 50 per we now have a potentially insolvent motor accident

centwere recommended to the previous government when jRsyrance corporation because members opposite, the former
fact charges have risen by just over 30 per cent. Is it the cag@iinet, took a political decision to keep premiums down—
that the Motor Accident Commission now faces financialgng you have put at risk the future of a major government
difficulty if action is not taken to resolve the situation?  insyrance corporation. You refused to take the hard decisions;

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | appreciate the you did not take the hard decisions; you failed to do the
question from the honourable member. We were concermneg@sponsible thing.

three weeks after being elected and sworn into office to  \Membersinterjecting:
receive the findings of the independent Third Party Premiums The SPEAKER: Order! | remind the minister and all

Committee chaired by Professor Suzanne Corcoran, includingembers that we do not use the second person pronoun. Al
eminent people in our community such as MrJohhremarks must be addressed through the chair. The reason is
Fotheringham, the CEO of the RAA, senior transport industryyjite obvious. When accusations are made using the second
officials and other members appointed under the formeperson pronoun, in this instance ‘you’, it is a pejorative and
government. Their task is to advise government of anjnflames opinion and feeling. The minister should restrict
appropriate compulsory third party (CTP) insurance premiunfys reply to the substance of the inquiry made in the question.
which takes into account the need to have a solvent and TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | conclude by
profitable fund and one that is not subjected to massivgaying that the former Liberal government embarked upon
taxpayer bailout. o financial vandalism when it came to the Motor Accident

I was horrified—as was my colleague, the Minister for commission in this state. Labor will take the hard decisions.
Transport—when we officially received this advice. Thewe will restore profitability and solvency to the Motor
advice recommends that government increase premiums B\tcident Commission, but | do rule out the 21.7 per cent
awhopping 21.7 per cent. We find that rise unacceptable. fncrease recommended. We will deliver a premium which
21.7 per cent rise is too much in one hit, and we can rule thafj| pe a significant increase but which will be fairer on
out. We will be making statements soon about the finatymijlies. The reality is that members opposite embarked upon

decision of government. _financial vandalism for their own political gain.
| advise that over the last four years of the recent Liberal
government recommendations totalling approximately 51 per BUILDING INDUSTRY

centwere made. However, the former government increased

premiums by only 31 per cent. The reason for that is for TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Frome): Can the Minister for
others to speculate about. However, the solvency of thelousing confirm that many builders are facing serious
Motor Accident Commission was around 6 per cent as afinancial hardship and laying off staff and/or subcontractors
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due to the current crisis in building indemnity insurance, anaffer to the MBA, which has since written back and declined
will she inform the house what action she is taking asny offer to act as a broker in wanting to get those small
Minister for Housing? builders who cannot obtain cover to liaise with the HIA and
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | said last Royal Sun Alliance to obtain cover. However, | am happy to
week that matters of building indemnity insurance are beinggain extend that offer to the MBA.
handled by the Treasurer. The alternative to allowing market forces to fix this
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order. Mr  problem, the alternative to allowing the free market to find
Speaker, if you heard that question, you will know that it wasa solution, is that the government has to underwrite it. Are
about the problems within the building industry and whatmembers opposite suggesting that we should take the risk
action the Minister for Housing was taking specifically toonto the government’'s balance sheet? The member for
resolve those problems. It was not specifically about solvinglawson nods his head.
the problem involving building indemnity insurance. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | rise on a point of order. | did
Therefore, | think only the Minister for Housing can answernot nod my head, or anything, and | do not want this put on
that question. the record. It is not correct.
The SPEAKER: Can | say in answer to that point of  Membersinterjecting:
order that there is no point of order, in that it is not a matter The SPEAKER: Order! Can | let the member for
for the Speaker to determine which minister should answemawson know that what he has done is ensure that it is on the

it is a matter for the ministry to determine. record four times, not once, by taking a point of order. Let me
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | have been— make it plain to the minister: he should not use pejorative
Members interjecting: epithets to bait the opposition. If | have not made it plain
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, no. before, let me make it plain now: that will be not be tolerated
The SPEAKER: Now, the member for Mawson and the by the chair.

deputy leader. You have raised the point of— TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | apologise, sir, and | apologise
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: to the member for Mawson for having his name recorded on

The SPEAKER: The deputy leader will come to order! Hansard if that was not what he meant. In New South Wales
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Minister for Housing, lam and Victoria, because of the different make-up of their
sure, would like, and be prepared, to answer any questiofsurance businesses, they had immediately to underwrite and
about housing. This is about insurance and, as Treasurerpffer to underwrite the underwriters for insurance in those
have been handling it. two states. What has effectively happened in Victoria and
Members interjecting: New South Wales is that those governments now have
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Sir, do members opposite want anywhere up to 50 per cent of the housing industry risk
an answer, or not? | am happy to give it, but if they wouldattributed to government.
rather not— As a responsible Treasurer, | have said that | am not
An honourable member interjecting: prepared on behalf of taxpayers to take onto our balance
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | have been meeting regularly sheet—to take onto government—the risk of the building
with the MBA, the Housing Industry Association and Royalindustry if a builder goes broke. I think that is a reasonable
and Sun Alliance and, indeed, my colleague the Attorneyposition, but members opposite may have a different view.
General, as Minister for Consumer Affairs, also has a role in would have thought that is the responsible thing to do. If the
preparing a response from government. | can tell the hous@ember for Bright has alternative ideas, | invite him to talk
that we do have a problem in home warranty insurance—to me. | am happy to consult with anyone who can give me
absolutely. But what we have here in South Australia, | amsome suggestions as to how best to fix this crisis. My
advised, is the capacity by Royal Sun Alliance, through theyreferred position is this: | want the market to fix it. HIA

Housing Industry Association, to cover those builders thahousing insurance tells me it can cover all builders who are
meet certain financial eligibility, that those conditions are ndfinancially viable.

less stringent than what was offered previously and that, An honourable member interjecting:

whilst there is a backlog, they are working throughit. ~ TheHon. K.0. FOLEY: That is what they are telling me.

I know what members opposite are saying—that there i the member for Bright talks to me afterwards, | will be
a backlog—and | know that the member for Finniss, thenappy to talk it through. That is the advice | am getting. |
deputy leader, has issues with some builders in his electoratgaye said to the MBA, ‘If your members can't get coverage,
as do other members opposite and, indeed, a number pfi sit down in a room and facilitate dialogue with HIA
members on this side of the house (I know that the membghsurance services. The MBA declined that offer. | know
for Wright also has raised some matters with me). Atour lasthere are issues of membership tension between the two
meeting, | told representatives of the Master Buildersyyijiding associations, because both have provided insurance
Association that we understand—and | do not want to b&ervices. | understand that, but | have offered to be an honest
specific with respect to percentage, except to say that the vasioker. My colleague the Minister for Consumer Affairs is
bulk and majority of builders in South Australia do have considering some other options, and government will make
insurance. Indeed, | understand that one, if not two, of thgome announcements in the near future. Ultimately, we are
large builders which were having some difficulty are now ingoing all we can and being responsible, but | am not about to
the process of being insured by Royal Sun Alliance. take onto the books of government the financial risk of

An honourable member: What about the little guys?  ynderwriting the housing construction industry in this state.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Exactly—and it is a question

about the little guys. | have said to the Master Builders SCHOOLS, SEAFORD PRIMARY

Association that | am prepared to offer the MBA the services

of my officers to work through those builders that are having MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): Will the Minister for Educa-
difficulty and that we will talk to the HIA. | extended that tion and Children’s Services please advise the house what is
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being done to cater for students of Seaford Primary School, What did the shadow treasurer have to say yesterday about
which was sadly damaged in last night’s fire? Treasury officials in relation to the budget black hole and were his
The SPEAKER: Order! Before calling on the minister, 2¢cusations correct?
| point out to the house that, whilst it may seem courteous, ith response to that question from the member for Mitchell,
is not essential nor part of practices for members to bethe Treasurer said:
answers from ministers. Indeed, it is the obligation of |mentioned that one of the big amounts of money that he failed
ministers to provide information. to includg in the mid-year budget review was an allocation for a
TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Education and  teachers’ pay rise.
Children’s Services): Sadly, Seaford Primary School today | further quote:
is experiencing the heartache and devastation that comes from If you believe the former treasurer, they were not going to pay
an arson attack. Last night, at about 7.30 p.m., the southethe teachers—not 2 per cent, not 3 per cent, not 4 per cent, not
suburbs school of approximately 300 students was deliberat@0ything. They were not going to pay the teachers.
ly set alight, causing a blaze that ended in fire damage to fiv€hat is the quote from the Treasurer. | have available for you,
classrooms, smoke and water damage to others, and 8r Speaker, for your consideration a copy of a Treasury
estimated damage bill of $1 million. Last night | made minute dated 21 December 2001. For your benefit, Mr
immediate arrangements to close the school to students tod&peaker, and for the benefit of the house, | quote from the
While part of the school was unaffected, it is estimated thaTreasury minute. The Treasury minute, stamped 21 Decem-
60 per cent of the school has fire, smoke or water damagéeer 2001, indicates there is a provision of some $205 million
The cooperation of the media was sought to alert parents ia the budget forward estimates for teachers’ pay.
the school’s closure this morning, and senior departmental Mr Brindal: How much?
officers were on standby, along with the Principal, to speak TheHon. I.F. EVANS: $205 million. | quote from the
with those children who did arrive at school unaware of theminute as follows: in the year 2003-04, supplementation in
previous night’s events. the DETE budget of some $20 million. In the next financial
Provisions were made to provide emergency child careyear, 2004-05, supplementation in the DETE budget is some
but parents chose to take their children back home toda®$40 million. If you look on the next line and at the central
Social workers were on hand to offer support to studentsprovisions provided by Treasury, in the 2002-03 budget, it is
staff and other members of the school community. Educatiosome $27.6 million; in the 2003-04 budget, some
department officers were at school last night and have bee$49.8 million; and in the 2004-05 budget, some
there all day assessing the damage, and working with th&67.6 million. Adding those five figures together comes to
Principal to make sure arrangements for the students fa sum of approximately $205 million in provisions towards
tomorrow and beyond are in place. The school will be closetkeachers’ pay. | believe the Treasurer has knowingly and
again tomorrow while itis made safe, but reception to year 3leliberately misled this house in a way that will materially
students will be back on Wednesday in their normal classaffect the deliberations of this house. In view of the above,
rooms, which only received minor smoke damage. Years #lask that you rule on a prima facie case of breach of privilege
to 7 students will be bussed to neighbouring Moana Primarin relation to misleading the house.
and Seaford 6 to 12 schools, where they will remain in the The SPEAK ER: What the member for Davenport has put
same class groupings, will retain their usual class teacher amgfore the house is indeed a very serious matter, and the full
have their own classrooms to minimise disruption to theirdetail of it was not something which | was able to digest as
learning. This arrangement will be in place for at least thehe revealed it. Clearly, that will require a very deliberate
next four weeks. consideration on my part and to that extent | crave the
This is a most unfortunate attack, even more so becausedulgence of the house, assuring it that within 24 hours | will
the school is part of a wider security strategy between theespond to the remark made to deal with the matter in
department and the local Onkaparinga council which hawhatever way seems appropriate according to the standing
helped to reduce the incidence of break-ins and vandalism iorders and practices of the house in the past.
the Seaford community. Ironically, figures being compiled  Mr Brindal interjecting:
for the first time show that we have certain success in this The SPEAKER: Does the member for Unley have a
area; in fact, there was a 70 per cent drop in break-ins anguestion?
vandalism in the last school holidays compared to the two
weeks prior to the start of the school year, when we started BUILDING INDUSTRY
taking these statistics due to measures put in place to avoid
break-ins, vandalism and arson. The patrols will be increased Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Yes, sir, | do—many in fact.
for the next few weeks and widened to neighbourhoodVill the Minister for Local Government advise this house
suburbs where there is the likelihood of follow-up or copycathow many building approvals are stalled with councils due
attempts. The department’s personnel are also looking & the lack of building indemnity insurance for builders?
different patrolling and security measures to lessen those TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Local

chances of attack and arson. Government): | thank the honourable member for his
question. | will take it on notice and bring back a reply to him
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE at the earliest opportunity.

Membersinterjecting:
TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | rise on a matter The SPEAKER: Order!
of privilege. | believe that a member of this chamber has
knowingly and deliberately misled this house in a way that WOOMERA DETENTION CENTRE
will materially affect the deliberations of this house. By way
of explanation, on Thursday 9 May the member for Mitchell MsBREUER (Giles): Will the Minister for Emergency
asked the Treasurer: Services advise the house about the role played by State
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Emergency Service volunteers in assisting South Australian HOSPITALS, FINANCE
police to respond to the situation at the Woomera detention
centre over the Easter weekend? MsBEDFORD (Florey): Can the Minister for Health

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Emergency  outline to the house the details of the budget position for
Services): Members will be aware that the state governmentospital services left by the previous minister for human
is currently compiling a bill, which will exceed some services? On 23 October 2001, during a debate on the
$500 000, for the federal government for providing SouthAuditor-General’s Report, the former minister for human
Australian police services at the Easter protests at Woomeggrvices confirmed that the Department of Human Services
and other operational matters arising from that. What was ndtad accumulated significant debts.
widely reported (or factored into the costs for that matter) or TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank
recognised by the federal government was the unpaid worthe honourable member for this question because it is very
of State Emergency Service volunteers who played a key rolenportant that South Australians are told the truth about the
supporting police over the Easter weekend. financial situation that we have inherited in our public health

SES volunteers from Roxby Downs, Andamooka, Whyallasystem. Between 30 June 1998 and 30 June 2001, hospital
and Port Augusta provided assistance throughout thservice deficits increased from $11.9 million to $56.4 million.
weekend totalling more than 450 hours of unpaid timeThe projection this year is a further budget blow-out for
Amongst their many duties, they assisted police at roatiospitals of $9.9 million, bringing the accumulated debt to
blocks, and volunteers provided lighting and personnel; thegver $66.3 million. That is the starting point for the new
set up shelters and provided meals for the police. | am surgovernment on funding our public hospitals. Thanks very
that this in itself will have saved the commonwealth somemuch.
money, again at the expense of South Australians. | recognise The former minister also held discussions with the former
that, in addition to the member for Giles, a number of othetreasurer on 20 December last year about a plan to claw back
members, including the member for Stuart, have raised thi$21 million of hospital debt. It was proposed that this amount
issue with me and have been keen to make sure that peode funded out of recurrent or investment funds and involved
are made aware of the work done by the SES volunteers oveuts of $8 million to the health services for each of the next
the Easter weekend. two financial years. If we add this $8 million to the budget

| acknowledge and praise the excellent work of theoverrun of $10 million, we are starting the budget process for
volunteers who gave up spending time with their families ahospital services next year with an $18 million black hole.
Easter to support the South Australian police and their own
communities. | assure you, sir, that this government is well TAXIS, SAFETY
aware of the contribution of the State Emergency Service
volunteers. We recognise it, even if it is not recognised by the TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): My question is
commonwealth, and | place on record in this place mydirected to the Minister for Transport and, while | note his

appreciation of their work. earlier ministerial statement, | ask: will the government
immediately reconsider the policy commitment made in
BUILDING INDUSTRY January this year by the then opposition leader, Mr Rann, to

defer for 12 months the compulsory installation of video

TheHon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is surveillance cameras in taxis and bring forward the date to
directed to the Treasurer. Will the government rule outnid this year? The former Liberal government had set 1 May
introducing a new levy, tax or charge to underwrite thethis year as the date for compulsory installation of video
building indemnity insurance scheme? Many builders haveurveillance cameras in all 1 000-plus taxicabs operating in
contacted the opposition concerned that, on top of increaseise Adelaide metropolitan area, a date prior to the occurrence
in public liability insurance and the likely increase in of both violent events of which the minister earlier advised
WorkCover premiums, they now face a new charge, tax ofhe house.
levy. TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): What I cansayis thank the member for his question and | refer him to my

that, particularly when this issue first broke, | made it quiteministerial statement and ask that he be provided with a copy
clear publicly that, if needs be, we would look at a voluntarysgrthwith.

levy scheme to operate as an interim measure, exactly as your
government did— BAISE MOI

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley will come Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Can the
to order! Attorney-General explain what has occurred in relation to the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —thank you, sir—exactly as the regulation of the French fillBaise Mai since he last referred
former Liberal government did when the HIH Insuranceto it in this house?
company collapsed. The former Liberal government putin TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | am
place a voluntary levy scheme of some millions to pay for thepleased to say that a four-member panel of the Common-
home owners who could not get cover. | said publicly in awealth Classification Review Board met on Friday and
press release that | was prepared to consider a voluntary lewnanimously determined that the fiBaise Moi be refused
scheme if that would be of value, that we would have toclassification, that is to say, banned. The decision means that
modify the existing scheme, but that | would give that someahe film cannot now be lawfully screened in Australia and
consideration. That offer was put to the MBA. At this stageSouth Australia, and it is effective immediately. In the review
there has been no response. It has not indicated a prepardxbard’s opinion the film warranted a refusal of classification
ness to head down that road, but it was certainly somethinigecause it contains elements beyond those set out in the
that | said publicly we should discuss if it can work. classification guidelines and in the legislation—in particular,
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strong depictions of violence, sexual violence, frequent actudtxecutive Officer of WorkCover wrote to stakeholders on
detailed sex scenes and scenes which demean women aiMarch 2002. The stated purpose of his letter was:

men. . o to clarify the circumstances and issues surrounding the last
The review board was of the opinion that, even though theninute cancellation of a proposed exploratory visit to China

film has significant artistic and cultural merit, that was notinvolving WorkCover Corporation and other officials.

enough to override the guidelines. The film has been showingne cEg \ent on to say that his cancellation of the trip
at only one place in Adelaide, that is, the Palace Cinemgyoeq the intervention of our new minister, the Hon.

Having become aware of the decision, | immediatelyysiopael \wright, who summoned him to a meeting earlier this
telephoned the member for Newland to tell her the good ne eek to indicate that the visit did not have his support.

and caused to be sent to the Palace Cinema a facsimile .
attaching the media release from the Commonwealth 1heHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): I
Classification Review Board. Indeed, | even sent one of m ank the member for Colton for his question. It would be fair
ministerial assistants on foot from Pirie Street to Rund|d© SaY thatIam very concerned about government institutions
Street to deliver the decision to the Palace so that they coul¢nder the former Liberal government using money in
be under no misapprehension that it was lawful to show theniustifiable ways. This government will not discourage
film. In my view, the decision of the Commonwealth government institutions investing in _Son_JthAustr_alla'sfuture,
Classification Review Board is the correct one. | applaudUt it will insist on government institutions, which want to
their unanimous decision overturning the classificatiorsPend money, justifying it and doing itin the interests of all

board’s six to five decision to give the film an R18+ rating. S0uth Australians.

If | had followed the advice of the member for the federal  In regard to this matter, | wanted a good case to be

division of Makin, Trish Draper, and referred the classifica-€stablished. | wanted to know the real benefits, and | sought
tion of Baise Moi to the State Classification Council, we the audience of the CEO and the chair of the board of

would find ourselves in the situation where the fiBaise = WorkCover to have clarification and further information

Moi was banned across Australia but with the possibility thagbout a planned trip to China by some WorkCover officials

the South Australian Classification Council could reach @nd, | understand, a couple of people from the Adelaide City

different conclusion from the federal review board. Council as well. As an incoming minister, | was a little
Ms Chapman: Absolute rubbish! miffed that | had a thick folder, which had a whole range of

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg helpful briefings but which certainly made no mention of this

‘Rubbish. Obviously. she i famili ith thi trip to China. | was a little concerned that | had not been
Says, ‘RUDDIST. VIOUSly, Sh€ IS untamiiiar with this area; s, a4 apout it. 1 therefore asked for information about the
of law, not having practised in it. We would be in a situation

; e . . benefits of the trip: how South Australian employers and
where the South Australian Classification Council would still ™ : ; ;
be deliberating on whether or nBtise Moi should have a employees would benefit; what assistance it would provide

classification in South Australia. If the South Aus'[ralianto the WorkCover system and the major stakeholders; and

Classification Council agreed with the review board, the fiImWhat was involved in the itinerary. It was general information

would remain banned. However, it is an independent bodOf that nature that | requested at the time. | certainly did not

d I h to th USi thYule out the trip: | do not think that | had the power to do so,
and may well have come (o (né same conclusion as nd it would have been fruitless to do so.

classification board and granted it an R18+ rating. In thai i

case, for the information of the member for Bragg, South However, when given the response by the CEO the very

Australia would be the only state in the commonwealth inn€xt morning, | was informed that the trip had been cancelled.

which Baise Moi would be screened. | do not think that is a The CEO also informed me that the Liberal government was

result that anyone but the member for Bragg would havéware of the intention for this trip to take place. | was advised

wanted. by the Workcover CEO that the former Liberal government
asked for a briefing on the return from the trip to China. It

POLICE INVESTIGATION seems that it would be a little late to get a briefing but,

needless to say, that is how the previous government used to

Mr BROK ENSHIRE (Mawson): Has the Minister for ~ OPerate.
Police expressed concern to senior police management about When | asked for the briefing before the trip, the CEO
the participation of any police officer in a current investiga-chose simply to cancel the trip. | understand that the cost was
tion, and has any police officer been removed from thain excess of $100 000. | reassure members of the house that
investigation after the minister's expression of concern td will continue to support projects and investments which are
senior police? justifiable and which provide real benefits to the state of

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Police): lama  South Australia. I will continue to require government bodies
little puzzled by the question but, if the member does havé0 justify their spending. | think a trip such as this must be
some belief or allegation to make, | would be more thar@ble to demonstrate real benefits to the major stakeholders,
happy to hear it. Certainly, | am unaware of any police officeremployers and employees. If it cannot do so, it should not go
being removed from an investigation as a result of anything@head.
that | have said or done.

HEALTH REVIEW
WORKCOVER
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Finniss): Will the Minister

Mr CAICA (Colton): Can the Minister for Transport for Health give details of what the daily rate of pay will be
advise the house how the planned trip to China byfor consultant, John Menadue, who is involved in the health
WorkCover officials came to be cancelled and whether theeview? What other expenses of John Menadue are being
trip had the support of the Liberal government? The Chietovered, and what is the anticipated total cost of the review?
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TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | will in the next few weeks to suggest what might be happening on
obtain the information for the Deputy Premier and provide itthe site and how it might be returned to profitability.
at the earliest opportunity.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS REVIEW
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): Can the Minister

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): Will the Minister for  for Industrial Relations advise the house the total consultancy
Tourism explain to the house what situation the Adelaidgee to be paid to Mr Greg Stevens for the conduct of the
Entertainment Centre is in at the moment and the plans th@idustrial relations review; how many staff members have

the government is taking to— been allocated to Mr Stevens across government to conduct
Members interjecting: the review; and what is the total budget for the review?
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood has ~ TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial

the call. Relations): The honourable member certainly has a fetish for

MsCICCARELLO: Will the minister explain to the this particular review which is being undertaken. This will be
house the situation that the Adelaide Entertainment Centre ige first review of its magnitude that will be undertaken since
in at the moment and the steps that the government is takingie Cawthorne report in 1981-82. Unlike the previous Liberal
to address the matter? government, which brought in ad hoc changes to legislation

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-  on industrial relations, this will be a major review that will
ism): | thank the honourable member for Norwood for herinclude all stakeholders right across the board. This is a
question. I know that she is interested in live popular musi¢eview of significance and great magnitude which has been
and youth culture. So, she will be interested in the events atelcomed by all major stakeholders in the community.
the Entertainment Centre. As the three shadow ministers The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | rise on a point of order, sir.
opposite would know, the sort of entertainment that is bOOke@ased on some comments you made about ministers answer-
at the centre has been in decline for almost five years. Theug questions, | would ask you, sir, perhaps after question
would know that the number of patrons in 1998 was 309 000time, to look at both the question asked and the answer given
in 2000-01, it had declined to 170 000; and in 2001-02 it hagy the minister, because | believe that the answer is in breach
declined to 139 000. of the standards that you put down for this parliament, as was

Of course, part of this decline is to do with 11 Septembeg|so the comment made by the previous minister when she
and the reluctance of some major touring companies to travehid that she knew the answer but was not going to give it—
around the world. | understand that other parts of the declingnd she did that by way of interjection across the house.
have to do with the demographics of world entertainmentin  The SPEAKER: Order! The point made by the deputy
that the large rock bands and entertainment of the past haygader is well made and taken by me.
gone into a decline and there are fewer large tours moving

around the world. , , AIR SERVICES, REGIONAL
An honourable member: Black Sabbath is making a
comeback. TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): My question is

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: However, we are directed to the Minister for Transport. Is the government
looking for a Black Sabbath recovery, but at the moment th@repared to provide any assistance to the Australia-wide
problem is the level of our Australian dollar, which really Airlines consortium in its bid for the Kendell/Hazelton
does prevent large tours coming to this country. In fact, as theegional air services? Last week the Ansett administrators
three ministers for tourism would know, the Perth Entertainnominated a preferred bidder for the former Ansett regional
ment Centre recently announced that it would not be takingirlines services, Kendell and Hazelton, and the bidder, the
bookings beyond August 2002. They would be closing downAustralia-wide Airlines consortium, was given 14 days to
This would produce a further impact on our ability to attractresolve all outstanding issues. The opposition has been
large events to our city. informed that government support is critical to the realisation

Five years ago, there were 98 ticketed events at the Entesf this sale by the end of this week. At stake are all 70
tainment Centre and next year we expect to have only 46. Th€endell jobs in South Australia; all airline services to
operating result after depreciation in 2000-01 was a deficit o€eduna, Broken Hill, Olympic Dam and Coober Pedy where
$2 063 404. This has resulted in the organisation itself beingendell is now the sole operator of regular services; and
forced to act as an entrepreneur. It does this because Kiendell's share of services to Port Lincoln, Kingscote, Mount
realises it needs to protect the 25 per cent of its income whicGambier and Whyalla.
comes from corporate boxes that would otherwise not have TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
any events to see for extended black periods. They havgnderstand that a request came to me today from the company
booked six events in the coming year but, because its chartghd a whole series of questions were asked of me. | look
does not allow risk, these have to be careful, small showforward to meeting with the company at the earliest oppor-
which are not big generators of income and which areunity to discuss that information.
budgeted merely to break even.

There are several options for the future; several venues LOCHIEL PARK
would like to move to this site. Members have heard it
canvassed and seen it canvassed in recent newspaper articlesMr SCALZI (Hartley): My question is directed to the
In fact, there have been four reports on the viability of thePremier. Will the government honour its pre-election promise
Entertainment Centre in the past two years, but none of theto retain 100 per cent of Lochiel Park for open space? On
have seriously canvassed what other physical use the sigeFebruary the Hon. Mike Rann (then leader of the opposi-
could be used for. | have asked the CEO for tourism to do &on) gave a 100 per cent commitment to retaining open
scoping study on the site, and | expect a report to be producesgpace. He said:
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We intend to save 100 per cent of Lochiel Park for community ~ An honourable member interjecting:
facilities and open space, not a private housing development as the The Hon. J.D. HILL: The IGA (Independent Gambling
Liberals have promised. Authority) will be looking at this and developing a code of
In aletter dated 27 April to Margaret Sewell and Sue Jenkinggonduct, as is its duty. It is not up to me to make these
the Minister for Government Enterprises gave a commitmenecisions: it is up to the IGA to have a look at this to properly
to a moratorium but no commitment of 100 per cent retentiorzonsult with the community. But | can give an indication to
of Lochiel Park for open space. Will the Premier honour histhe house that the company involved has written to me and
pre-election promise? said that it will not be using the scheme that it has proposed

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartley knows (this is the J card loyalty system). | have had a meeting with
itis not necessary to repeat the question and such practicgs representatives, and they have undertaken to me that, in
are disorderly. their development of this scheme, until the IGA has come

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am delighted to down with a set of recommendations, they will not be using
answer this question from the honourable member. In termghis card to allow people in delicatessens or outside of hotels
of a summary of the current state of the issue, the governmes gain points that can then be used to obtain money to use
has announced a moratorium on development at Lochiel Pafr gambling. So, that aspect of this particular loyalty system
until the end of the year so that community consultation cafvill not be extended until the IGA has come down with its
occur. The Land Management Corporation will shortly beginconsiderations.
a public consultation process into the future use of land at the
site. The process is anticipated to commence at the end of this  OFFICE FOR THE STATUS OF WOMEN
month. In the meantime, the Land Management Corporation
has resolved not to sell or develop the site this year and is MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): Can the Minister for the Status
awaiting the outcome of the consultation process. | know thadf Women advise the house of the cost of relocating the
the honourable member would be delighted with my re-Office for the Status of Women from Roma Mitchell House
sponse. to Terrace Towers, and explain how this cost can be justified

as a spending priority for the portfolio?
LOYALTY PROGRAMS Members interjecting:

. . . MsCHAPMAN: A very important shadow portfolio |

q l\_/IthAr\]NKr: NE (erlgm)- Can :he M|n|sfteir forItGambhng enjoy having, thank you. At present, the Office for the Status
advise the house ot the existence of loyally programsyg\yiomen js centrally located close to several key women’s
operating in the liquor and gambling industry; and is theservices including the Women'’s Information Service—
minister concerned that loyalty programs could exacerbate An hohourable per interjecting:
problem gambling? . .

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Gambling): | thank _ TheSPEAKER.I Orde(;! he Working W <C

the honourable rnemt;er for€er.qu.est|on,t¥yhll(clh is ml))/ f-IrSJQomg cliﬂﬁ'tﬁr?é\l/: ﬁ%'u;ancgllgcat?gnmg‘ thc;rgeena:;eﬁggg ?\tas
guestion as minister. | was beginning to think | was bein \ USE. : -
ignored so | am very grateful to the member. They say yodprowded women with a user friendly, one stop location that

always remember your ffirst’ so | remember the member fofS_€asily accessible to public transport. In terms of the
Wright for this first question. government’s social inclusion agenda, it is incomprehensible

Members interjecting: that it should choose to break up this user friendly set up—

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Disorderly conduct opposite is ~ Membersinterjecting:
distracting me. | understand a number of loyalty schemes are The SPEAKER: Order! Leave is withdrawn.
in operation in hotels and other places where gaming MsCHAPMAN: Thank you.
machines are available. Some of those operate only within The SPEAKER: The member will come to order!
that particular premises; in other words, if you gamble youExplanations are meant to be that, not statements of opinion.
can collect points. If you buy alcohol or food in the pubyou  TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for the Status of
can collect points and use those in the premises either to g@fomen): A number of discussions have been canvassed in
gambling credits or cash for gambling or to buy food orthe portfolio in regard to the appropriate location for the
drinks. Office for the Status of Women. Some administrative
Some other schemes are proposed which go across venugfangements have gone through to locate the Office for the
In particular, a scheme referred to in the press a couple d@tatus of Women within the Department of Human Services
months ago involves a delicatessen in the western suburpgrtfolio, and the discussion about the location is ongoing.
having a card which would allow customers of the deli towhen there has been more consultation and when decisions
purchase goods to obtain points which could then be transyave been made in that area, | will be very happy to report
ferred in a hotel for gaming credits or for cash which couldfurther to this house about the location for the Office of the
be used for gaming purposes. | was very concerned about thgtatus of Women.
particular form of loyalty program. The first forms are
reasonably benign in that they are kept within particular DRUGS
premises, but a form of loyalty program which is spread
outside hotels and into places where people buy food could The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
be seen as something which would encourage people intOpposition): Does the Minister for Health support a national
gambling who hitherto had not gambled. heroin trial, as suggested by the ACT Chief Minister, Jon
I have asked the Independent Gaming Authority to lookStanhope? On 2 April, the ACT Chief Minister wrote to the
at all the loyalty card systems, in particular, to look at thatPrime Minister, to all premiers and to all health ministers,
form of loyalty card to see whether or not it is appropriate toproposing a jointly funded national heroin trial. Will the
be in operation. minister now reveal her response to the request, and whether
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the South Australian government supports a push for suchicLaren Vale Ambulance Centre. | happen to have a full
national heroin trial? trail on this issue, and | just want to put a bit of this on the
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Thisis  public record right now, because | think that it is outrageous
not an issue that the government has yet discussed and,timat we have a government that is out there picking and
fact, all issues in relation to drugs and drug policy will bechoosing what sort of projects it will put up and what sort of
referred to the Drugs Summit, which will occur at the end ofprojects it will knock back. The fact of the matter is that,
June. sadly, some time last year, my office received a report
advising that people were very concerned about response
STREAKY BAY PIPELINE times in the Fleurieu Peninsula—and, in fact, | understand
) o that, sadly, a life was put at absolute risk as a result of the fact
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Can the Minister for that there was no ambulance on a particular occasion to be
Government Enterprises advise the house when the watgple to attend a cardiac arrest incident.
pipeline to Streaky Bay will be completed? As part of the  As the minister responsible for looking after life and for
holistic approach to water on Eyre Peninsula, the state Libergrotection, | simply asked the CEO whether or not he was
government approved a connecting pipeline from Poocherigappy with the response times for the ambulance service in
to Streaky Bay, where industry and settlement have been hejHat area, given the ageing population, the growth in popula-
back in the past due to inadequate and unreliable watgfon and also the issues around road trauma, where in fact we
supplies. To date there has been no announcement from thgd seen 12 fatalities in the region in the preceding 12
government as to when or if this vital project will proceed asmonths. The CEO also said that he had some concerns and
planned. that he would have a look into it—and in fact, he had raised
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Government it with the board, and the board and the executive conducted
Enterprises): | believe that | heard enough of the question—I a study into response times. When | assessed and checked the
believe it was about the water pipeline to Streaky Bay. kjtuation with respect to response times—
believe I have the answer but, out of an abundance of caution, The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
I will bring back the details. | believe | have the answer, but  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for
I will not venture it. | will bring back the answer to the police is out of order.
member in due course. Mr BROK ENSHIRE: —the fact of the matter was that,
regarding priority response times, | was advised that it is
normally about seven minutes for life-threatening responses.
From memory, | believe that the average response time in the
Fleurieu Peninsula, in the area about which | inquired, was
nearly 14 minutes, nearly double the time, on a priority A for
HEALTH REVIEW an ambulance to get to protect a life in our area. On top of

The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Sir, I can that, with respect to priority B, instead of being about 14

: . . minutes, the went out to something—
now provide the answer to the question asked earlier by the TheHon. PF. CONLON: Sir, | rise on a point of order

deputy leader in rglatlon t'o payments Fo'Mr John Menaduel'seek an assurance that the former minister is not referring
The SPEAKER: Order! Dogs the minister seek leave 10y, o5 ernment documents that should not be in his posses-

make a ministerial statemfant. . . sion. He would only have had the documents as a part of his
TheHon. L. STEVENS: I am sorry sir, my apologies. | responsibility as minister, and he certainly should not have

seek leave to make a ministerial statement. copies of them now. | would like his assurance that he is not
Leave granted. _ , referring to copies of government documents that he should
TheHon. L. STEVENS: As | said, | can now provide the 5t have.

information sought by the deputy leader. For his services in - Trhe DEPUTY SPEAKER: | will leave it to the member
the generational review of health services, John Menadue With; pmawson to clarify the situation if he wishes.
be paid at the rate of $800 per sitting or other full business 1, BROK ENSHIRE: | am referring to a briefing note
day, and $400 for a half day. He will also be recompensed fof 4t | requested at the time and also using my memory.
travel, which will be at economy class rate, and accommoda- TheHon. PF. CONLON: | rise on a point of order,
tion and usual expenses. My advice is that this is well withiry,, Deputy Speaker. | repeat: | want to know what the
the range of up to $2 000 per day for people with equivalenfyinister was doing removing government documents. They
qualifications and experience who undertake similar taskSgra ot his documents; they belong to the government.

In relation to the second part of the deputy leader's The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the minister for
question, as announced during the election campaign, fpjice! The chair cannot determine on the spot whether or not
amount of $750 000 has been allocated to fund the reviewhe member for Mawson has in his possession a document he

This includes the payment of sitting fees for review membersgpguid not have. | leave it to the member for Mawson to
salaries of the review team and the public consultatioyypiain the situation if he wishes to clarify it.

process. Mr BROKENSHIRE: My understanding is that the
response times were way out of kilter. During the same time
GRIEVANCE DEBATE the ambulance service was responsible for the helicopter
rescue service, we wanted to determine whether additional
McLAREN VALE AMBULANCE CENTRE money was available through the tender process than was

previously the case. With approval of the executive, it was

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Last week, the agreed thatthat money could be utilised to assist the ambu-
Minister for Emergency Services made some interestindgance budget. The minister also raised the matter of my
claims—outrageous claims—about a scenario around thg&aying that | was prepared to take a budget bid forward—that
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was all—to see whether we could get an increase in the Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
ambulance service. At the expense of the region of McLareSpeaker. | have been a member of this place for some
Vale, Willunga, Mount Compass, Aldinga, Port Willunga, 19 years, and this is the first occasion | can recall where a
Blewitt Springs and Kangarilla, this government is leavingSpeaker or Deputy Speaker has asked a member of the
lives at risk as it is way out of the kilter on the matter of opposition to produce any material from which he or she is
priority. quoting. Itis a vastly different matter when one is in govern-

We saw the member for Kaurna raise this as an issument. A minister is a minister of the Crown, and specific laws
before the election, because members opposite were onrelate to ministers that are totally irrelevant to members of the
witch-hunt. | say to the minister and the government that, ifopposition. The member has no responsibility to show to the
they do not deliver on a project such as this for the region irchair any document that he may have in his possession.
the south, they will be the people responsible for the loss of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! As | indicated earlier,
life. If people have further trauma as a result of the ambulant ask the member for Mawson whether he is prepared to make
ces not getting there on time, | will personally hold thethe document available to the Speaker so that he may peruse
government responsible, as indeed will our community. Ait. | do not have power to compel him to do so. | have only
response time of seven minutes over the appropriate resporesked him to do so.
time for a priority one call is not acceptable to our TheHon. PF. CONLON: I rise on a point of order,
community. | ask the minister to be fair and reasonable. Théir Deputy Speaker. If the member for Mawson is prepared
matter was independent of me, and the minister knows thato undertake that he does not have a government document
He should assess this matter fairly and reasonably and not @mepared for him by a government agency when he was a
the basis that it happens to be in my electorate. The samminister, | will withdraw my objection. However, | say this:
issues are occurring when it comes to the Southern Districisis highly improper—and | dare say quite possibly unlaw-
War Memorial Hospital, and | will have more to say aboutful—for the former minister to have copies of government
that. documents in his possession.

Time expired. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | respond by saying

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a point of order, that the member for Mawson has concluded his grievance,
Mr Deputy Speaker. Before the former minister leaves thand | have asked him whether he will make the document
chamber, | ask that he deliver to you the documents fronavailable to the Speaker for perusal. However, | do not
which he has quoted for you to peruse. If they are governmetielieve that | have power to compel him to hand over a
documents they should be returned to the government; thajocument.
should not be in his possession. Mr Deputy Speaker, all | ask Mr BRINDAL : Mr Deputy Speaker, | ask that you refer
is that he deliver them to you for your inspection. | ask youthis matter to the Speaker. If that ruling is upheld, and if this
to rule that he deliver them to you. He will not do it. He hasopposition comes in with any leaked document, the govern-

government documents, sir. ment has clearly claimed that that would be illegal and a theft.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for As in other parliaments, we have seen them produce allegedly

Police has made his point. trunk loads of leaked documents and never been required to
TheHon. PF. CONLON: If he doesn't have government table them. | ask how the opposition can function if the

documents, why will he not show them to you? government is going to insist that their public servants are

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for guilty of some crime if they leak documents.
Police will resume his seat. | ask the member for Mawsonto  Members interjecting:
show to the chair the documents he has in his possession in The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for
order to clarify the situation. Police will come to order. | am simply asking the member for

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy Mawson, at his wish, to bring the document to the Speaker
Speaker. | ask you: under which precedent are you asking amyr consideration. If he declines, | cannot do anything about
member of this house to produce documents to the chair?it, | call on the member for Florey.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | want to establish Membersinterjecting:
whether the member was quoting from a document that he An honourable member: You coward!
should not have in his possession. The ruling is that no
member in here should be acting in a way that may be illegal. DRUGS

Mr BRINDAL: With due deference to you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, could | ask you to take the matter under consider- MsBEDFORD (Florey): Thank you, Mr Deputy
ation? | know there are precedents in relation to the requiréSpeaker. Tonight at the Tea Tree Gully Civic Centre—
ment of government ministers to produce what might be Members interjecting:
government documents. However, if | were to come in here  Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
with an elector inquiry or some other piece of paper—indeedSpeaker.
if any member comes in here—and the chair could ask to see The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
that paper, it would call into question our right to speak forUnley will resume his seat. Members will not call out
our electors and the confidence our electors might have itCoward!’, and anyone who does so runs the risk of being
what they have given us remaining private. Mr Deputynamed on the spot. That sort of language will not be tolerated
Speaker, | am not disputing your ruling. | am asking whetheimn here. It is unparliamentary and reflects badly on the whole
you will consider the matter carefully before you finally rule house. | call the member who has the right to speak, the
onit. member for Florey.

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: | take the point, member for MsBEDFORD: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Tonight
Unley. However, | still believe that the Speaker should beat the Tea Tree Gully Civic Centre there will be a community
entitled to consider the document that is used, and | intend tconsultation meeting which is part of the South Australian
put it before the Speaker for his ruling. Drugs Summit 2002 which was announced by the Premier in
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April. At one of many community meetings, the Modbury competing in the national event, meaning that students have
community will tonight have opportunities to feed ideas ando be in peak mental and physical condition. He also goes on
concerns into the summit, which is a crucial step in formulatto say that he believes that such challenges and positive role
ing a coordinated approach to an issue that is the scourge ofodels keep young people away from drugs.

so many communities today. | will attend the meeting, and | put on the record that the summit ought to think about

I know that as many members as possible will attend thenusic being part of this attack on drugs within the
meetings when they go around to the local communitiegommunity. | will talk about the music program in the public
throughout South Australia, and written submissions will alsaschools section and the excellent program offered at Modbury
be accepted to this summit. High School under Reg Chapman. Each year we are treated

No longer do we deal only with substances such aso some fabulous performances. | will be travelling to Mount
tobacco and alcohol, although they are still a substantisbambier this week to see the Generations in Jazz Festival. |
problem for people in the community who are addicted toalso go each year to the Norwood Concert Hall, where greats
those substances. We now have to face the scourge fike Don Burrows and James Morrison work with students
amphetamines, the new designer drugs. They will be a majeicross the sectors—public and private—and all sorts of
focus for the summit, along with the effects of all substancechools. | also want to talk about the fact that music competi-
abuse on young people. Another major focus will be theions are held annually at the Adelaide Town Hall.
impact of substance abuse on the indigenous community that Time expired.
continues to suffer and be so decimated in many areas as a
result. , , . UNLEY ELECTORATE

The scourge of drugs is a huge issue for the community,
and families are suffering. The summit will consult widely ~ Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | rise on a number of small
and is an initiative under the social inclusion unit. So, aissues that | want the government to fix in the next week or
workable course of action will be the result, and it will be two.
duly implemented. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

I want to put on record the nine main themes thatwillbe ;. BRINDAL : That is a tawdry comment, unbecoming
expanded on by the summit: young people and drug usg; v\, Before we changed office | was discussing these
Aboriginal people and drug use; illicit drugs and community aters with ministers and | am quite sure that, were we still
action; breaking the drugs and crime cycle; law enforcemenf, government, we would have fixed them. The issues are
intervention in the illicit drug market; health maintenance angpase- the reo;;ening as a priority forthwith, of Millswood
treatment services; illicit drugs and correctional serviceSgiation. We made a mistake in closing three of those stations.
school-based drug education intervention; and illicitdrugs i a4 peen negotiating with the previous Minister for
rural and regional South Australia. | know that everyone herqransport on the possibility of reopening the station and we
wishes for these deliberations to be full and frank and allyere getting somewhere. I simply want this Minister for
options to be considered in the search for a solution.  ~ Trangport to reopen the station as quickly as possible. There

| also want to draw the attention of the house to an articlgs g reason for not doing it.
in today’s Advertiser. It is an excellent article of hope by The second issue is Glen Osmond Primary School. That
Vivienne Oakley which features one of Florey's wonderful o, is "2 apsolute disgrace. The member for Waite took
public schools. It also talks about the findings of an AlCOhOIlSJp the matter when it was in his.electorate. [ will now take up
and Other Drugs Council of Australia project officer, Emmathe matter. That school is a beautiful old school, but it is not

Saleeba. She mentions a paper that will be presented aintained. | bet the member for Bragg knows about it: it is

Sydney today to the third International Cpnference on Prugﬁot in her electorate, but it is in such a disgraceful condition

and Young People. | quote from the article, as follows: that she has probably heard about it across her border, and it
Evidence suggested approaches such as random drug testingjBe(s to be fixed as a matter of priority. There is for our

schools, expulsion of students for drug use, searches by drug do . -
and crackdowns on rave parties have significant limitations. Not onl fudents and teachers such a thing as occupational health and

don't they deter drug use but they can, in fact, be counterproductivéafety requirements and that school simply does not meet
The article also includes a report on the benefits of keepin em. | call on the current Minister for Education, as | know

young people busy and involved in projects that appeal t e last minister was looking at it, to make it an absolute

them, and the Rock-and-Roll Eisteddfod is one of thos@"loMty in her budget and to get t_hat §choo| to some sort of
projects. | note here that last year there was a question é?asonablelstandard an_d notllooklng like some.refugee shelter
funding being continued for the Rock-and-Roll Eisteddfod. rom th? third world. It is a disgrace and not fitting for any
Fortunately, that was continued by the then minister and it i§Ch°°| in-any electo_rate. L
something we need to consider in future as well. The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: o

The Rock-and-Roll Eisteddfod is now a regular part of Mr BRINDAL: The Attorney interjects rudely, which is
many schools’ year. | put on the record here my admiratioinlike him. I have been the member representing that school
for Hadyn Maher, the senior in drama at The Heights Schoofor all of two or three months, and this is my first chance to
He has put 16 years of work into productions that havelet on my feet about it, and | am doing that. The previous
invariably made the state finals. | have gone for many year§ember was the member for Waite, who also made represen-
and watched the entire program, staying there until 14ations. The third issue is the problem—
midnight to watch the last act perform. So many students at The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: The tunnel.
The Heights School have gone through the project as have Mr BRINDAL: | will get to the tunnel later—you can
families of students. Not only do they go through it and enjoybuild that as well. The third issue—and | am sure the member
it, but they come back year after year and support the cast arfidr Bragg shares some of these concerns—is the matter of air
production. Mr Maher’s comments ring true—and | put thembrakes at all hours of the day and night on Portrush and Glen
on record today, too—where he talks about the demands @smond Roads.
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TheHon. M J. Atkinson: | wrote to the Minister for community we will not accept anyone attacking anyone in

Transport about it and never got a reply. their work place or people going about their business. It is
TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General simply unacceptable. Pouring petrol on someone and
will come to order. threatening to burn them alive is one of the most vicious

Mr BRINDAL : The Attorney-General says he wrote to attacks | have ever heard of in the taxi industry.
the Minister for Transport and never got a reply. He is now | have known friends who have been stabbed; | have
the Attorney-General and does not need to write to th&nown people who have had ropes put around their neck; |
Minister for Transport—he can just lean down the bench andhave known people who have had guns pointed into their
as a more senior minister, say, ‘I wrote to the previougback while they were driving; but | have never known of a
Minister and that minister did not even reply—fix it.’ If that 10-year old boy pouring petrol over a taxidriver. If the
is the answer he gets, | will get up in this place and praise theffenders are caught, there are questions to be asked. For
Attorney-General for fixing it, because | have electors, a®xample, were the other two people in the car the parents of
does the member for Bragg, who at 2, 3 and 4 o’clock in théhis child? What was a 10-year old boy—
morning are subjected to the horrendous screeching of air Mr Brindal: They were both males.
brakes. Victoria—a place not known for its enlightenment Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Two males.
since Jeff Kennett left office—at least has signs in country Mr Brindal: So they couldn’t both have been his parents.
towns that between certain hours the use of air brakes is Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | hope not. What was that child
simply not permitted. If it is good enough for a Victorian doing in a taxi that late at night? Was the child provoked by
country town to have road rigs— the parents? Was the child led by the perpetrators? If the child
Mr Shelling interjecting: was being led by the other two people in the taxi, they
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Playford says that we deserve much harsher penalties than the child, although I am
have them here. We might, but we do not have them on Glehot saying that the child should be let off scot-free.
Osmond, Cross or Portrush Roads. If members opposite think The idea that cameras are the solution to this problem is
that this problem is so easily solved, fix it. They are thregvrong. | do not believe that cameras are a deterrent to such
little problems | have outlined today. Members opposite haviolent crime. | do not think that cameras are what the
been gloating about their big salary packages and saying howdustry wants. | know that our new minister, unlike the
good it is to be in government. It might be, but it carries somdormer minister, will consult with the taxi industry and speak
responsibility. You, sir, have been a minister and you knowio the operators on the ground, at the grassroots level,
that there is only one thing you are required to do when yotpecause | can tell you, sir, that the former minister had not
sit at the ministerial desk, namely, to make a few decisionsvisited a taxi company in about a year—she had not been
To the rude allegation that | that | took your job, both thethere, had not asked and was not interested.
Chairman of Committees and | can attest that | never | know that taxi operators do not want cameras put
followed the member for Fisher in any ministry at all and, forcibly in their cars. Maybe there is another solution, and |
where | did follow the member for Fisher some yearsthink there is a happy medium somewhere, but | am sure we
afterwards, | found that the work he did in youth wasall agree that this sort of attack on a taxi driver should not go
exemplary. | say in this place, as | said to him, a lot of whawithout some form of government response. It does not mean
I putin place as the Minister for Youth followed the work of that we should overreact by making a knee-jerk reaction. | am
the member for Fisher, and | am not ashamed to admit it. sure that taxidrivers are more than willing to work with
Time expired. governments. They do not make outrageous claims: they are
small business owners and they understand the constraints of
TAXIDRIVERS running a budget and a business, but they do not want to see
their taxes wasted either. They want to work with us and, if
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | will not  we listen to them and take their advice, | am sure that we can
mention the remarks of the member for Unley. | will talk reach a happy medium.
about the terrible incident on the weekend of a taxi driver— That does not mean that the new shadow minister for
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: transport should suggest that the government should bring
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You may think it is funny that forward the installation of cameras in taxis. | do not think that
a taxi driver was nearly burnt alive while trying to do his job, is the answer. | think that the answer might lie with the
but | think it is a serious matter that needs our attention. Oittorney-General, but | do not know. | want to discuss the
the weekend a taxi picked up three passengers and a 10 yéssue with a few of my colleagues and with the taxidrivers
old boy poured petrol over the driver and yelled, ‘Set him onwho reside within my electorate, and with those who do not.
fire, set him on fire’, so that they could steal $30 or $40.1 know that members on both sides have a number of
Taxidrivers risk their lives when they do their job. They aretaxidrivers in their electorates and | know of their concern for
a form of public transport and deserve the protection of theheir safety. Hopefully we can work through this problem
state and the government. | know that members opposite fegether and resolve it. | believe that the public is outraged
the same way as | do about this. by this attack, as is this house, and | ask members to consider
People who go about their everyday business and go tit.
work deserve protection, whether that involves legislative Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, and | apologise,
protection or greater responsibility for police to attend thesdut | did not want to interrupt the honourable member, who
matters more promptly. When | was a taxi driver, oftenwas making an important speech. However, in introducing the
people in the taxi would refuse to pay, were violent, dangertopic, | believe the member said that | was making fun of the
ous or abusive. We would ask for the police to be called antbpic that he was about to introduce. | object—
they would take a long time to arrive. | know that the police TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of
are very busy and have a lot of responsibility to protect therder; it is a personal explanation. Does the member seek
public. However, cab drivers are often left behind. As aleave to make a personal explanation?
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Mr BRINDAL: Yes, sir. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | take note of the point of
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leave is granted. order. The Attorney is correct. The member must be careful
in his remarks.
MEMBER’SREMARKS Mr SCALZI: | am just stating the fact that it is important

that we protect volunteers. It is important that governments
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): I will not repeat what | just said. of whatever persuasion acknowledge and protect the efforts
Suffice to say that the member had not introduced his topicsf volunteers, who play a very valuable role in our
I was not making fun of it; and, if that is what he said, | askcommunity. | add also that teachers give of their valuable
him to withdraw the remark. time not only in the classroom but also by taking sporting
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | know that the member for teams and so on, and, because of potential civil insurance
Unley has an affection for taxidrivers, and | withdraw it.  disputes, a lot of people who have given many hours of their
time are really holding back because they are concerned about
VOLUNTEERS that type of litigation. We have to be careful not to discourage

volunteers, including teachers.
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Last Thursday | broughttothe  Time expired.

attention of the house a concern of one of my constituents

who does voluntary work at a kindergarten and who found it Ms RANKINE (Wright): The member for Hartley has
really hurtful that she had to sign a contract about how tgeen discussing volunteers, and today is the beginning of
behave in front of children, with particular regard to heryplunteers Week in South Australia, which runs from today
concerns about how hugging a child could be misinterpretedntil 20 May, which is National Volunteers Day. There will
I'have spoken to that lady, who is an exemplary elderly ladyye a week of celebration throughout the state whereby the
who gives of her valuable time to volunteer at kindergartensgouth Australian community will have the opportunity to say
and we all know how important it is these days to have peoplghank you to our many hundreds of thousands of volunteers.
who are prepared to give of their time and be role models agn Friday | look forward to attending a function organised
grandmothers for a lot of children who do not have contachy Northern Volunteering to say thank you to the volunteers
with their grandparents. from the northern suburbs in particular, where my electorate
| brought the subject to the attention of the house and js situated.
would like to continue with it because | did not have timeto  \When we won government the Premier chose to become
point out that | understand, as Val from Campbelltownthe Minister for Volunteers. He believes, as | do, that
understands, that we must have strict conditions so th%lunteering is vitally important to our community. He
children can be protected. She is not against that, but Believes that volunteers are an essential ingredient of a caring
believe, as she believes, that at times we go too far. As shehd cohesive society—and they are. | would say that they
said, she is not a person who is aware of political correctnesgéally are the heart and soul of our community. Volunteers
she just loves children and wants to help. We have to find ghake contributions in all kinds of ways—in our schools,
way to allow such people to continue to contribute to societysporting clubs and communities. They daily, without
South Australia has one of the highest percentages dfesitation, put their lives on the line. During the recent
volunteers per head of population in Australia. Last year, aflevastating Sydney bushfires | went to see at first hand the
the many ceremonies we attended, we all celebrated the mapyavery and outstanding feats of both the New South Wales
volunteer hours that South Australians give. The previousirefighters and our South Australian contingent. The
government made a special effort to give recognition tasalisbury CFS, of which | am a member, was there and was
volunteers, and members would be aware of the certificatgsarticularly delighted when, a couple of months ago, Premier
that were given out, and so on. Bob Carr visited the Salisbury CFS station and thanked them
We all welcome the support of volunteers. No govern-personally for their efforts.
ment, whether it be Liberal, Labor, Democrat or acombina- We see the absolute selfless generosity of those who turn
tion of parties, can hope to deliver services to the communityut regularly to contribute to our community. Again, in my
without the assistance of volunteers. | ask members telectorate we have two Meals on Wheels organisations, for
consider the opportunity costs, the millions of dollars, thatexample—Modbury Meals on Wheels and Salisbury Meals
would have to be found from budgets in order to make suren Wheels. The Salisbury Meals on Wheels kitchen organises
that services were delivered. Again, | give full credit to theand prepares over 200 meals a day. It is an amazing feat.
volunteers in whatever capacity they contribute—those wha'heir commitment and organisational skills are as outstand-
belong to service clubs, those who volunteer at schools to dag as they are amazing. There are many pressures on people
extra reading, those who help at kindergartens, and so ontoday. They have extra work pressures and family commit-
As | said, the previous government gave due recognitioments; they have children, aged parents and family members
and, last year, it introduced the Volunteers Protection Actto care for. But this makes it as important, if not more
which protects volunteers from personal civil liability. It is important, to maintain our sense of community and our sense
a good thing that occurred because we must not only givef belonging, understanding what it is to give, to care and to
recognition to volunteers for the importance of their work butshare. Today the Minister for Industrial Relations spoke about
also protect them. The opposition will reintroduce the goodhe circumstances of théarra in Port Pirie. | think that is a
Samaritan legislation, as is on tNetice Paper— perfect example of a committed and caring community—one
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order. of which | was proud to be a member for a number of years—
For some time now the member has been canvassing tlveming out and supporting its fellow Australian workers in
merits of bills of which notice has been given on thatice  their fight to maintain their jobs.
Paper, and he continues to canvass the merits of those bills. | know that the Premier hopes that by taking on the mantle
I understand it is contrary to standing orders to canvass billsf Minister for Volunteers he can bring a new and greater
before the debate on them has occurred. focus to this important work and hopes to encourage more
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people to become involved. The government understands thiat protect the interests of live music. | commend, in particu-
in today’s complex world the volunteering sector is facing alar, the work of the Hon. Angus Redford, who participated
whole new array of challenges, and we acknowledge thah this working group. The bill implements some of those
steps need to be taken to address these challenges. | wagygestions. It also makes some technical amendments to the
delighted recently to be appointed parliamentary secretary tact in light of comments of the Supreme Court in a recent
the Premier and | will be helping him in the volunteering matter.
sector. | will be taking a hands-on approach working withthe  The billamends the objects of the act to refer to live music
community and the Office for Volunteers to advance theas one of the vocations associated with the liquor trade—that
status of volunteers in South Australia. We have over 110 0013, it will be an object of the act to further the interests of live
volunteers helping out in government programs and ovemusic, among others. The bill provides that the objects of the
400 000 volunteers across the state. act must be regarded in deciding any matter before the
We will be taking a strategic cross-portfolio approach inlicensing authority. This provision is intended to recognise
regard to volunteer management, and the member for Hartldpe value and importance of live music in South Australia and
referred to some of the problems facing volunteer managets make its interests a relevant consideration in licensing
at present. This government will acknowledge the importancenatters. For example, in deciding a noise complaint involving
of volunteers in real and practical ways. We will actively a live music venue, the commissioner or the court would have
promote the image of volunteering, and we aim to enhanct® consider, among other things, the furtherance of the
its image and break down batrriers to participation, particularinterests of live music. The bill goes further as a result of
ly for young people. It is really important to get our young recommendations of the working group and adds new
people out and working in the community. One of the greaprovisions designed to balance the interests of local residents
concerns | have spoken about on a number of occasions and licensees in the process of dealing with noise and
this house is the intergenerational fear that is developing idisturbance complaints.
our community as we segregate the age groups in our The bill proposes that when a complaint is made the
community. commissioner should serve a copy on the licensee within
I had the pleasure, on Thursday, of attending a precurs@even days and that there should be then 14 days before the
function to this week’s celebrations. It was a functionmatter progresses to conciliation or hearing. This is to ensure
organised by Volunteer SA, one of the state’s peak volunteghat the licensee is aware of the concerns being raised by the

agencies. complainant, and also provides an opportunity for the
Time expired. licensee to address the complaint if he or she agrees that there
is a problem, or for the parties to seek to resolve the matter
HEALTH REVIEW if so minded. Thereafter, a conciliation will normally be held,

o but the bill also provides for a party to apply to the commis-

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek  sjoner to proceed directly to a hearing. This can occur if the
leave to make a ministerial statement. commissioner is satisfied that good reason exists. It will be

Leave granted. for the commissioner to consider this case by case.

TheHon. L. STEVENS: | need to correct my earlier Further, the bill creates a new choice for the parties to a
statement in relation to the payment of Mr John Menadue agomplaint that is not resolved in conciliation. Rather than
chair of the Generational Health Services Review. He is to bﬁa\/ing to go to the Licensing Court, as at present, the parties
paid a consultant's fee of $900 per day and $450 per half dagan agree to have the matter determined by the commissioner.
not $800 and $400 respectively as | mentioned previously. Igo, the bill puts parties to such a complaint in a similar
addition to the other information I provided previously, the position to parties to a contested application, in having the
review will be provided with in-kind support by the Depart- choice whether to have the commissioner or the court

ment of Human Services. determine the matter. The provision does not, however, alter
the present position, where either party for any reason objects
LIQUOR LICENSING (MISCELLANEOUS) to the commissioner determining the matter. Either party can
AMENDMENT BILL still insist that the matter go before the court.

Finally, the bill sets out a list of matters that it is proposed
§hould be regarded by the licensing authority in determining
. . ) L complaint. These include the period over which the activity
Liquor Licensing Act 1997. Rgad a f|r§t time. complained of has been occurring, the unreasonableness or

The H.on..M ~J. ATKINSON: | moye. otherwise of the activity, the trading hours and character of

That this bill be now read a second time. the business conducted at the licensed premises, the desired
The bill makes some significant changes to the provisions diuture character of the area, as provided in any relevant
the Liquor Licensing Act relating to complaints about noisedevelopment plan, and relevant environmental policies or
and disturbances associated with licensed premises. It gidelines. These are all factors to be weighed, although none
similar to a bill previously before this parliament but, unlike is decisive, and any other relevant matters must also be con-
that bill, it does not deal with the question of the review of orsidered. It is hoped that by spelling out these relevant matters
appeal against licensing decisions. Members will recall thén the bill, it is made clear that the history of the activity at
background. There has been a concern expressed by the lihe premises, such as the history of live music, such as the
music industry and by publicans that noise complaints byGovernor Hindmarsh at Hindmarsh in my electorate, can be
local residents may put at risk the future of live music intaken into account, as can whether the activity or noise from
hotels and clubs. The former government had, during 2001he premises is reasonable or not in all the circumstances, and
convened a working group representing a range of stakeholfactors such as whether the area is residential, commercial or
ers concerned with the issue of live music in hotels. Thanixed use. That is, the complaint is not decided in isolation,
working group made some suggestions for legislative changeut is considered in its proper context.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General)
obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend th
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Of course, the bill does not propose to apply any fixed ruléhis clause makes a minor amendment to achieve consistency of
in dealing with these complaints, nor does it propose t@Xxpression between section 58 (grant of hotel licence or retail liquor

i ; erchant’s licence) and section 61 (removal of such a licence).
privilege any category of complainants or respondents. Each Clause 7: Amendment of s. 106—Complaint about noise, efc.

complaint must be considered individually on its merits,e,mnating from licensed premises
having regard to all relevant factors. The government believeshis clause makes several amendments to section 61. Firstly, the
that this is the approach most likely to lead to a just result.CQ}rpm;SSionerfrlﬂléSt cause N00mp|ai!1t5 to hbe served Obn lLC?Q?‘ees
i iai H inaWithin ays orlo gement. No meeting or hearing can be he or
The_ bill also adds a new provision that th_e Ilcen_smga period of 14 days. Secondly, it is provided that a party can request
authority may grant an application on an interim basis, Ofnat the matter proceed direct to a hearing without attempting
specify that a condition of a licence, permit or approval isconciliation, but, for this to happen, the Commissioner must concur.
effective for a specified period. There is no such expresghirdly, the Commissioner will determine a complaint if the parties

power in the act now. This puts beyond doubt that thes©request. Fourthly, in determining a complaint, the Commissioner
: r the Court (as the case may be) must now take into account various

authorlty may gra_nt_approval onan |nter|_m ba_S|_s, for a t“a%atters. The relevant history of the licensed premises in relation to
period, before deciding to confirm or alter it. This is desirablegther premises in the vicinity and, in particular, the period of time

because a licensing decision can have significant consever which the subject matter of the complaint has been occurring
quences for both the parties and for the community and ttfust be considered, as must any significant changes in its level or

; ; : requency. The unreasonableness (or reasonableness) of the actual
public, and it can be valuable for the authority to be able t ehaviour or noise is to be assessed. The trading hours and character

evaluate the likely consequences of the proposed decisiopsthe licensee’s business, the locality’s desired future character set
through a practical trial, before committing itself to a final out in any relevant Development Plan and any applicable environ-

decision. ment protection policies or EPA guidelines must also be taken into
: . account.
| seek_ Iea_ve to ha\(e the remz?under of the sgcor_]d readw@ Schedule—Statute Law Revision Amendments
explanation inserted iklansard without my reading it. The Schedule makes several non-substantive amendments of a
Leave granted. statute law revision nature.

Remainder of Explanation .

Indeed, this is often welcomed by the parties as it gives the Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the
applicant the opportunity to prove the decision desirable and thelebate.
respondent the opportunity to assess the real effects of the decision,
before it becomes final. EDUCATION (COMPUL SORY EDUCATION AGE)

Further, the bill makes two minor technical amendments to the AMENDMENT BILL
Act, arising out of the decision of the Supreme Court in the case of
Liquorland (Aust) v. Hurley's Arkaba Hotels, a judgment of the Full . .
Supreme Court handed down on 18 July 2001. It adds to section TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Education and
61(1) the missing words ‘the removal of. That is, the applicant forChildren’s Services) obtained leave and introduced a bill for
removal of a hotel licence must show that the removal of the licencegn act to amend the Education Act 1972. Read a first time.
rather than the licence itself, is necessary in order to provide for the TheHon. PL. WHITE: | move:
needs of the public in that locality. This is obviously the meaning of T : :
the section and the words were simply omitted in drafting. That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill also makes a minor alteration to the provisions of s.77, ; PR
relating to objection to an application. In the Liquorland case, theI seek leave Fo have the seqonq reading explanation inserted
Court noted that the grounds of objection to a retail liquor merchantd" Hansard without my reading it.
licence in s.77(gY) fail to mirror the matters which the applicant Leave granted.

must prove, that s, that the existing licensed premises in the locality The government has a commitment to improve the economic and

do not adequately cater for the public demand for liquor forsqcial outcomes for young people and education is one of the key
consumption off licensed premises, and the licence or the removgkhicles to the achievement of that goal.

is necessary to satisfy that demand. The amendment would repair this £eyer of our young people today are remaining at school until
defect by deleting the word provide’ and substituting adequatelyaar 12 in South Australian schools than was the case in the 1990,
cater'. Clearly it is the intention of the Act that the objections to beparticularly in the early 1990's. There is clear evidence of the link
taken relate to the criteria for the grant of the application. between young people proceeding through education and training,
The amendments proposed by the bill are intended to make theatting a good education and training, and having success in finding
procedures in this jurisdiction more internally consistent and morgong-term employment. The link between school leaving age and

effective. | commend the bill to honourable members. unemployment rates is strong. For example, the Transition from
Clause 1: Short title Education to Work statistics show that at August 2001 12.7 percent

This clause is formal. of people who were schooled only to year 10 were out of work
Clause 2: Commencement _ _ _ compared with an unemployment rate of 8.5 percent for those who

This clause provides that this Act will be brought into operation bycompleted year 12.

proclamation. ) ] Overseas trends are to raise the school leaving age and extend the
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 3—Objects of this Act period of compulsory education. For example, fifty American states

This clause amends the objects section of the Act by, firstlyand countries including Britain, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
including the live music industry in the list of associated industriesSpain, Sweden, Germany and New Zealand have a school leaving
the interests of which are to be furthered, and secondly, by providingge of at least 16 years. Tasmania has had a school leaving age of
that the Commissioner and the licensing Court must have regard to6 for some years. Queensland has recently released a green paper
the objects of the Act when making any decision under the Act. debating the school leaving age and has proposed raising the school
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 53—Discretion of licensing authority  leaving age to 16 or 17 years in the paper.
to grant or refuse application The amendments to the Education Act 1972 are intended to send
This clause makes it clear that a licensing authority (i.e., the Courd strong message to schools of their responsibilities to the
or the Commissioner, as the case may be) may grant an applicatietucational welfare of these young people. The Education Act 1972
on an interim basis, or impose a condition for a specified period, andurrently requires student to remain in school until theif" 15

give any necessary consequential procedural directions. birthday. For the majority of young people that means staying in
_ Clause5: Amendment of s. 61—Removal of hotel licenceor retail  school until year 10, but with changes made to early childhood
liquor merchant’s licence education, a significant portion of our students who leave school at

This clause makes a small amendment to clarify that an applicant fdr5 are leaving at year 9 level. It is the government'’s view that this

removal of alicence to a particular locality must satisfy the licensingdoes not give them a sufficient basic education to sustain a successful

authority thatremoval of the licence to that locality is necessary to transition to adulthood or the skills needed to compete in the labour

satisfy the needs of the public in that locality. market. The education and skills gap compared with someone who
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 77—General right of objection completes year 12 is too great.
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The government is addressing this problem by introducing this  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 78—Employment of children required
bill to amend the Education Act 1972. Under this amendment bilito be enrolled
from January 2003 children will be required to remain enrolled atThis clause strikes out subsection (2) of section 78 which provides
school until they turn 16. They will be able to stay at school orfor exemptions by the minister from the provisions prohibiting the
participate in other forms of education and training, but they will beemployment of children of compulsory school age. This exemption
required to remain enrolled at school to enable them to receivpower will now be found at new section 81A.
improved support and assistance and to stay engaged in their Clause6: Insertion of s. 81A—Exemptions
learning. ] This clause sets out an expanded exemption provision. New section
Two previous attempts were made to raise the age of compulso®i1A gives the minister the power to grant an exemption from any
education. In July 1996, Labor Leader of the then Opposition in theequirements of the Part (consisting of sections 74 to 81), condition-
Legislative Council, Hon Caroline Pickles, introduced legislation toally or subject to conditions. An example of such a condition could
make it compulsory for children to be enrolled in schooling or anpe that the child attend training of a particular kind for a certain
approved form of training until the age of 16. That legislation wasnumber of hours per week instead of attendance at school. The clause
opposed by the then Liberal government whose education ministefiso gives the minister the power to vary or revoke an exemption.
told Parliament on 2 July 1997, in opposing the bill: Subclause (3) makes the contravention or failure to comply with a
This will be one of the significant issues of difference condition of an exemption an offence attracting a maximum penalty
between the government position on education and that of thef $500.
Labor Party. The Leader of the Opposition (Hon. Mike Rann)
has indicated that this is a key issue for him as Premier. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH secured the adjournment of the
(They) have indicated that, if the government opposes this
issue, the Labor Party will campaign long and hard about id€bate.
in the schools and, should they be elected to government, this
policy will be implemented by a Labor government. | am ADDRESSIN REPLY
delighted to hear that the Leader of the Opposition and the
Labor education spokesperson feel so strongly about this Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
issue and will seek to make it a campaigning point. The .
government strongly opposes this bill. We see it as beingill- (Continued from 9 May. Page 120.)
conceived.
After the Labor Party took the policy of raising the school leaving  MrsMAYWALD (Chaffey): | support the motion for the

age to 16 to the 1997 State Election another attempt was made on 3@loption of the Address in Reply to Her Excellency’s speech

October 2000 to raise the school leaving age when | introduced t pening this session of the 50th Parliament. | also offer my
Education (Compulsory School Age) amendment bill on behalf o : .
the then Opposition. congratulations to you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on your elevation
Despite public statements from March 1999 by former Premief0 the office you hold in this house, and also offer my
John Olsen that his government would legislate to raise the schoglongratulations to the Speaker. | also welcome the new
leaving age, no such legislation was introduced by the former Liberghembers on both sides of this house, and to those who have
government in their previous term of office. Eeen re-elected: well done on your campaigns and welcome

This government recognises that simply raising the schoo K looking f d Ki ith all b
leaving age will not address the problem: schools must and wilPack. | am looking forward to working with all members

develop specific strategies to meet the needs of those young peogléring this 50th Parliament.

who find that schooling does not suit their needs and is notrelevant |t really is difficult to believe that 44 years have flown by

to their lives. The government is therefore proposing to improves; : ;
counselling and one-on-one support services to help students identelél/nCe | was first elected in October 1997. Back then | was a

a clear path, and, if they falter, to be there to help them on thei¥€ry green politician and childless. Now | am far more
course. In addition, there will be targeted programs at schools whegeasoned as a politician and thoroughly enjoying motherhood.
there are particularly high numbers of students who do not complet®illy is now 3%z years old and a source of constant joy to both

their schooling. her mother and father
As is currently the case under the Act, it will be possible under er mother and father.

the proposed bill to seek exemptions from the compulsory attendance l,WiSh our new Minister for Education’ the Hon. Tr_iSh
provision. However, exemptions will not be a rubber stamp, and i¥Vhite, all the best over the coming months as she awaits the
will not be acceptable for schools to allow students at risk of leavingarrival of her second child, and | commend her for the
early to abandon their middle years of schooling and in doing s@xample she is setting for other women. | thought it was a

disrupt their peers. Nor will it be acceptable for schools simply to use__. . . "
suspension or exclusion to avoid supporting these students in tﬁ@'.ghty effortjust to be a new mumin this job, but new mum

future. The government is committed to the education and trainingWice over and minister for the second largest budget
of our young people and this hill is the first step in achieving ourportfolio is no mean feat.
objective. The election of 9 February 2002 was my first report card.

A provision for expanded exemptions by the minister from ; ; ;
compulsory attendance requirements is included in the bill in orde‘ﬂavIng served in the 49th Parliament, the people of Chaffey

to allow for new negotiated arrangements for students who choos&€re judging me on what I had achieved and not by what |
to participate in training or further education options outside of thepromised. In preparing for my campaign, | had cause to

school setting. reflect upon my first 4% years as a parliamentarian. It has

I commend this bill to the house. been an extremely steep learning curve. | have forged many
Explanation of clauses

) ; new friendships and built partnerships with a whole host of
Clause 1: Short title . o ) . .
This clause is formal. community organisations in my electorate. Just discovering
Clause 2: Commencement who and what made my communities tick was a mammoth
This clause provides that the Act will come into operation on 1task in itself. Very early in my first term, | realised the
January 2003. importance of getting out there and making myself available

Clause 3: Amendment of s. 5—nterpretation ; : ; :
This clause amends the definition of ‘child of compulsory schoolto the broader community. My experience in getting to know

age’ with the effect of raising the school leaving age from 15 yeardh€ Riverland and Upper Mallee communities has been
to 16 years. The intention of this amendment is to ensure that agnormously fulfilling, and | am extremely privileged to
children under 16 years of age will be involved in some sort ofrepresent the seat of Chaffey. | have also had the privilege of
education or training. working with countless wonderful people, and, for most, just

Clause 4: Repeal of s. 77 o A L
This clause repeals section 77 which provides for exemptions by thtigJ serve the communities they live in is the motivating factor.

minister from the compulsory attendance provisions. This exemption AS & community, we have achieved so much. Itis only by
power will now be found at new section 81A. working together that this is possible. In health, together with
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the Riverland community, we have delivered a new 25-bedhopefully, the present State government—to ameliorate the
aged care facility at the Waikerie Hospital; air-conditioningsituation.
for the Barmera Hospital; the process has commenced for the The Liberal Government committed the state to the
upgrade of the Renmark Hospital acute facilities; and thre€100 million national action plan for salinity and water
new resident specialists have moved to the region. We noguality. The sum of $40 million has been invested in the
have more GPs servicing our community than ever beforeehabilitation of the Loxton irrigation scheme; and
This does not happen as a result of individual effort, but7.2 million has been expended to build the Qualco-Sunlands
because a community makes it happen. Our challenges ground water scheme. This initiative has delivered a ground-
respect of meeting the demands of the community in théreaking scheme to a local community that has also made a
future are immense, but with a whole of community ap-significant financial commitment to the scheme over the life
proach, we stand a better chance than most. of the project. This project took almost a decade to come to
In the Riverland, we have embraced the challenge ofeality and, while we are still experiencing some operational
education for rural doctors. Our highly successful PRCQoroblems, itis widely recognised as a leading edge project for
program, in partnership with Flinders University, hasfuture investment in salinity mitigation projects in partnership
provided student GPs with the opportunity to experiencevith the community.
country practice first hand. Our success in attracting The former government was committed to the construction
$12 million in federal funds to support a regional clinical of salt interception schemes at Waikerie and
school is acknowledgment of our commitment to rural doctoBookpurnong/Lock 4. Given the state’s obligation under the
education. This year we have also successfully attractellurray-Darling salinity strategy, | feel confident that the new
20 university nursing placements through Flinders Univergovernment will honour this commitment.
sity—locals studying locally for the benefit of the region. One of the most rewarding roles that | held in the previous
The member for Wakefield and Speaker of the House oparliament was as a member of the Murray River select
Representatives, the Hon. Neil Andrew, must be congratizommittee. This select committee spent 18 months investigat-
lated for his efforts on behalf of the Riverland community.ing the issues plaguing the Murray River, and | believe that
When we can, the member for Wakefield and | work closelythe state was well served by the bipartisan approach taken by
together in support of state and federal government projectdl members. The committee signed off on a bipartisan way
to assist our community. forward, and I will be doing all in my power to ensure that
Education is a key element to the success of a region, arttie way forward gains momentum and that real changes that
my community has been at the forefront of driving initiativesmake a real difference will be instituted.
to bridge the gap between metropolitan and regional educa- The new government has committed to the introduction
tion. Vocational education training is a key element inof a Murray River act, and | welcome the emphasis it is
providing information on career alternatives to students, anglacing on the importance of the river. | feel confident that
providing them with valuable work experience. Our schoolwith a full consultative methodology to the development of
industry links committee has worked with the EVE coordina-this legislation we will see an integrated approach that will
tor in the region to drastically improve the traineeship uptakénave beneficial outcomes. | do, however, question whether
in the region. We have a long way to go with apprenticeshipsa separate act is necessary. However, if this legislation is a
however, and there needs to be a concerted effort to improwaep toward a more integrated approach to natural resource
in this area. The user-choice funding for trainees, | believemanagement then it will be a step in the right direction. | do
needs reviewing as the criteria inhibits the uptake of trainee$pok forward to a continuation of the bipartisan approach to
particularly horticultural trainees, in the rural sector. the Murray River issue, and discussions over the next few
In Renmark, the Tolley committee has been working omrmonths will be integral to the success of the government’s
a proposal to integrate tertiary learning opportunities througimitiative.
a central administration in the Riverland. The proposed Our new minister for water, land and biodiversity
Chaffey Learning Exchange offers real opportunities to useonservation has clearly indicated that he has the will to
today’s technologies and networks to ensure that it is ndeliver real change. Let us hope that Treasury will back him
longer a disadvantage to one’s learning capacity to livaip. Itis vital for the future prosperity of the Riverland that the
outside the metropolitan area. Other educational highlightgovernment recognise the need for an incentive driven
include the commitment to the redevelopment of the Loxtorapproach to change rather than a heavy-handed legislative
High School after 30 years of lobbying by the Loxton approach. | enjoyed working with the member for Kaurna
community; and the establishment of the Waikerie Children’fnow the minister) on the committee and | look forward to
Centre, built during the term of the Liberal government butworking with him as the new minister.
opened by our new minister, the Hon. Trish White—and a The government’s commitment to sustainability of the
mighty fine establishment it is, too. | know first-hand becaus@ative fish stocks in the Murray River is also to be com-
my daughter is a regular attendee there. During my first terrmended. During the 49th parliament | was a member of the
| was also successful in introducing a private member’s bilERD standing committee which undertook an inquiry into the
that prevents school closures without community consultasustainability of native fish stocks in inland waters. Whilst |
tion. recognise the emotive concerns of the river fishers and their
During the past 42 years my passion has been for thigaditional claim to a state resource, there comes a time when
Murray River. The Murray River is the lifeline to this state, all factors impacting on a resource must be considered when
but for Riverlanders it is our life blood. We face tough timesdetermining whether that state resource should continue to be
ahead negotiating a sustainable future for our river with oucommercially exploited.
eastern neighbours. There has been a considerable amount oflt is my view, and that of the majority of my constituency,
negative publicity about the plight of our river, but for the as well as that of the ERD committee, that the days of
record | highlight the considerable efforts made by thecommercial fishing in the Murray River are over. | do,
Riverland community and the former State government—andjowever, firmly believe that the 30 commercial fishers
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impacted by the closure of the fishery to commercial take The previous government’'s commitment to regional
should receive adequate compensation. This is not widelpommunities through sporting grants, arts grants and the
supported in the community, but | believe it is essential taPremier's community grants have really had a significant
ensure that the individuals and their families are treated fairlimpact on the improvement of the social fabric of my
During my last term | established a consultative group tcelectorate. Many projects would not have come to fruition
assist me to gain information about the community’s responseithout this support, and | only hope that the new govern-
to fishing issues. This group undertook a survey to gauge thment will not take the axe to these extremely valuable grants.
community’s position in regard to inland recreational fishingAs reported in the press, the government has undertaken a
licences. The results were overwhelmingly in support of anajor review of industry support through the Department of
recreational fishing licence, conditional upon the removal ofndustry and Trade and the Regional Infrastructure Fund.
gill nets from the river fishery and on the revenue raised | welcome the review of these programs, so long as it
being reinvested in the fishery. | have forwarded a copy ofesults in a fairer distribution of government support for
our survey results to the new minister, as well as the resulisdustry, both regional and metropolitan. Much has been said
of an impromptu petition done by tiMurray Pioneer calling  about corporate welfare and the cost to the taxpayer of trying
for the removal of gill nets from the river. | look forward to to attract business to the state to create jobs. | am firmly of
working with the new minister to resolve many of thesethe view that, if we want lasting benefits, we should invest
issues in the near future. in home grown business expansion first and foremost. After
Over the past 10 years the Riverland has gone from baskatl, South Australian companies have already made their
case to boom region. However, it is not without its casualtiescommitment to the state. Assisting expansion of South
The citrus industry has undergone tough times with theAustralian businesses to create jobs will have lasting results.
removal of trade barriers, for example, the importation ofPaying through the nose by entering into bidding wars with
cheap Brazilian orange juice concentrates. However, thether states to attract new industry is a risky venture and may
industry has rallied, changed direction and embraced theesult in short-term political advantage and short-term job
global market to the benefit of many. The introduction ofcreation but, sadly, it is often too high a price to pay, and
guality control measures has seen Riverland growers able tienefits are not always sustained in the long term.
compete in the world market with spectacular results—apart Continuation and, indeed, expansion of the Regional
from one recent season. However, it is important that we dinfrastructure Fund, properly administered, is vital for future
not allow opportunism to creep into the equation by qualityprosperity in our regions. Escalating costs and the uncertainty
auditing’s falling victim to market abuse by consultants. Ain the energy market is proving an obstacle to attracting new
review of the Citrus Act has been under way for some timalevelopment to regional areas. We cannot compete with the
and | look forward to the release of a discussion papeeastern states unless we can offer competitive energy options.
detailing comments submitted during the review. Any rash decision to axe this fund will result in long-term
Fruit fly free status for the Riverland is a key advantageconsequences to the regions that have helped drive this state’s
for our produce, but South Australia could benefit significanteconomic recovery.
ly if this status could be established for the Japanese market. Honesty in government—now, there is an interesting
Recently, Citrus Growers SA and PIRSA trialled a randomterminology. | do not think there is a person alive who would
fruit fly check point at Blanchetown, and the results weredisagree with this notion. It is very much a sad day, however,
extremely disturbing. Over 90 kilograms of fruit was that this government has deemed it necessary to legislate
confiscated, and the lack of understanding by travellers of th&hat should be a given for all elected members. | will be
implications of their actions was cause for alarm. This triallooking very closely at the legislation that has been put before
has highlighted the inadequacies in the system and, if we atle house, and | look forward to the debate. | hope that the
to be successful in gaining new markets as a result of our frulegislative program warrants the changes in relation to days
fly free status, we need to do much better. of sitting. | believe that the average South Australian person
The wine industry has been another huge succes$ikes to think that our politicians are working very hard, and
However, the expected adjustment in the markets is havingis unfortunate that the media portrays us as only working
some impacts on some growers. The failure of Normanghen the parliament is sitting. In fact, the best and most
Wines Ltd has enhanced the problem, resulting in amewarding and productive part of the job for me is that with
oversupply of uncontracted grapes. Relations between somgy community. 1, for one, do not want to sit for the sake of
contracted growers and their wineries have been tenuous thitting when | could be working productively for my
vintage, and there will need to be a concerted effort by theommunity in my community. I am a firm believer in getting
stakeholder associations to ensure that a greater sensegpfwith the job—the less humdrum the better.
security for all growers and wineries can be achieved. The people of Chaffey have entrusted me with their
I commend the Minister for Primary Industries for making confidence to represent them in this 50th parliament. | give
himself available to industry representatives so early after higyy solemn commitment to do the best of my ability at all
appointment, and | trust that he will endeavour to take aimes, and | thank all those who have supported me—in
leading role in supporting the industry into the future. | amparticular, my wonderful staff, Jan, Robyn and Josie, who
pleased to report that the Riverland has had an exceptionglanage my electorate office and my life so capably. | would
harvest this year with quality and quantity achieving wellalso like to thank my husband, Dean, and my little treasure,
above expectation. | remind members that the Riverlandilly Rose, for their unconditional love, encouragement and
grows about 60 per cent of the state’s wine grapes and, if gupport at all times.
were not for the efforts of Riverland growers, South Australia
would not be a leading exporter of fine wines. The Wine Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | rise to support the
Industry Act has also been under review, and | put on thenotion for the adoption of the Address in Reply and, in so
record that | will be supporting the retention of existing doing, | first want to also thank my family for their support
provisions for the establishment of terms for grower paymentver a period of time now, and particularly last term, which
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was a very busy term for all of us in government, especially When we first came into office, the south was known as
those of us privileged to be in the ministry. My wife, in the ‘forgotten south’. It had good reason to be known as that
particular, was always superb (as were the children) anbecause, whilst the southern community had been very fair
never complained about the fact that | was hardly ever homéo the Labor Party by supporting it with both ministers and
They were always there to support me in the electorate amiembers of parliament for something like nearly 13 years
to back me up—and | particularly want to thank my wife for (from my recollection of how long it was represented in
the way in which she goes about running the farm better thagovernment there), the fact was that, even after that long
I ever did when | was home full-time and had more time. Toperiod, the south was still known as the ‘forgotten south’
them | say, ‘Thank you very much.’ They know what we arebecause the Labor Party simply did not deliver. Of course, we
here for: we are here to make this state a better place in whidrave seen and listened to the Premier and also the member for
to live. Kaurna—Minister for the Southern Suburbs—talk about the

| am sure that, from a historical point of view, when fact that they now have a Minister by that portfolio name. |
people look back, they will see that the record of the LiberalV@S Pleasantly pleased by the honesty of the member for
government from 1993 to 2002 was a very good one. | wouldcaurna, when he has admitted on a number of occasions in
also like to thank my electorate because, as | often say @1d around the south that the reason why they now have a
people, itis a privilege to have been a minister and to now binister for the Southern Suburbs is purely for political
a shadow minister but the biggest privilege in this place is t4€aSOns. It is sad that that is the case but, notwithstanding
be able to represent people with whom | have grown u t’hat, at least that minister had the hqn_esty to admit it.
being able to represent an area that | strongly believe in and NOW that the Labor Party has a Minister for the Southern
also being able to ensure that more occurs to support thauburbs, not only |, as an elected member in the south, but
future development in all aspects of the region that | repre@!l OUr community, expect to see results, and we expect to see
sent. Clearly, Mawson is a diverse electorate: it is both rura‘i’el"{ery’ notwarm and fuzzy discussions around issues such
and residential and is fast growing economically, fas@S: ‘We will develop a partnership here, we will set up a
growing with respect to housing and fast growing with committee there, we WI|| m_ake representation to th_e fe,deral
respect to further development of the region as a communitg/ovemmem' or we will assist local government in kind." We
| want to thank the people of my electorate very much, andv@nt to see things happening in the south that will deliver
I can assure them that I will continue to work for them, with]OPS, deliver a strong economy, give small businesses the
my primary goal being to support them, to represent them, tghance to expand and see families in our community with

be available to them and, hopefully, to be able to achieva'0re disposable income. That is what they want. They told
more for them in the future. us thatin 1993, and we listened, and | am very proud of the

achievements that we have put in place in the southern area.

This cannot be done unless one has a team. Of course, g, | am extremely concerned about what we may or may not
members would know, by looking at House of Assemblygae gccur in the next four years.

seats, that staff in those seats are pretty thin on the ground— | i pe extremely vigilant at all times to ensure that the
in fact, we get a personal assistant and, from time to time, gomentum we now have in the south is not hindered and that
trainee. Compared to most other states (when you visit therpy continuing growth is supported over the next four years.
and you see what House of Assembly members receive), | dge nave seen a lot of people in small and medium sized

not think anyone could say that MPs in the House ofygjnesses put their neck on the line and borrow big amounts
Assembly in South Australia are over blessed with staff. ¢ money because they believe in what is available, what is
My electorate is an extremely busy one: it is a seven dahappening and the opportunities for the future, and the fact
a week job almost without exception. | want to thank mythat they had eight years of a government that listened and
personal assistant, Fiona (who has been with me for eighielivered. | will have more to say about that later.
years now) for the fantastic job that she does. It does not Extraordinary money—that is, money over and above that
matter where | am around the electorate: people see our offisghich goes in on a recurrent basis to pay for teachers, police,
as a team and they appreciate the service, as rapidly as we daalth workers, and the like—in the south in the last four
get it to them, on any issues or concerns that they haveears amounted to well over $100 million. It was spent across
However, to achieve this, we need a lot of volunteers. Irelectorates in the south—both Liberal and Labor—on projects
particular, | mention Max Gamlin, who is a fantastic mansuch as the Southern Expressway, the extension to the
who has put in thousands of hours in my electorate officéNoarlunga hospital, the Vocational Education and Training
every Thursday, week in week out, for years. Sadly, Max'<College and general road infrastructure. | will say more in
health is not all the best at the moment and he is not able tihis parliament in the future of my concerns about the Labor
spend that eight hour period in my electorate office eaclParty looking to support some electorates and regions more
week. | can tell him that the job is a bit harder as a result ofthan others. In the last term of the Liberal government, a
that. But what a fantastic effort when | get someone whaninimum of $100 million of additional money went into
comes into my office eight hours a week for eight yearsanfrastructure in the southern area.
because they believe in the region, they believe in what one As a result of that, we have seen record increases in house
is doing as a local member and they also believe in theales. At present, we have a record number of applications
ideology and the principles of the Liberal Party. This alsobefore the City of Onkaparinga. The councils of Alexandrina,
applies with respect to Helen and Malcolm Harrington, MaryYankalilla and Victor Harbor are vibrant with building
Collett, Wanda Miller and the 130 or 140 other people whoapplications. For some years now, we have seen an ever-
regularly support me around the electorate one way oincreasing expansion of businesses in Lonsdale, Hackham
another. They know what they are doing, | certainly knowand McLaren Vale. Of course, we have also seen growth in
what they are doing, and | want to place on the public recordourism and hospitality. That has come about because, as well
my sincere thanks to them. | look forward to working with as creating an economy and confidence for the whole state,
them over the next four years. each year we were seeing our fair share of the more than
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$7 million of government expenditure coming into our deficit, ballooning out on a recurrent basis, of close to
region. However, a lot more needs to be done. $800 or $900 million, or even $1 billion.

I am delighted that we are no longer the forgotten south. But what do we have today? We have core debt complete-
As | said, | am concerned, though, whether this governmery under control. True, there is still a bit more work to do be
will be about rhetoric or whether it will continue to deliver. done there, because some of that core debt still has not
I will be writing to ministers responsible for different delivered jobs, infrastructure or opportunities. That is the
portfolios, highlighting the needs prior to their putting down only time you should have debt in a state—when it is growing
their budget. Of course, they already know what those needhke state and not pulling it back. We have balanced budgets.
are, because it was no secret that the previous governmenhty as the Treasurer may to twist that around, the bottom line
had already been working on budget bilaterals. So, | do nas that members opposite are walking into a government that
think it would be necessary for them to make many changess gold plated compared to how it was when we took office

Having said that, | want to make sure that issues such ds 1993. That is when the state had its problems. That is when
the Southern Districts War Memorial Hospital are addressede saw the biggest financial reversal in this state’s history,
and addressed urgently. | do not appreciate, nor does oand that is when we had a basket case as a state.
community, the fact that the only answer of the Minister for  Itis a stark contrast to what we have today. In all the trend
Health to the professional indemnity insurance rise fromindicators, for over 18 months we have consistently been the
$37 000 or thereabouts to $143 000 approximately was to sasecond fastest growing state in Australia. We have seen
to the community of Mawson (and she is saying this not onlyrecord exports more than double in just a four or five year
to that community but also to the member for Kaurna’speriod. We have seen unemployment come back from around
electorate), ‘That is the way it goes; head off to Victor Harbomearly 13 per cent when the new Premier was the minister for
or the Flinders Medical Centre.’” Of course, that is a just @mployment to a figure within .1 per cent of the national
flippant comment which shows that the minister is notaverage. There is still a lot more work to do in all these areas,
interested in our area. It reminds me of how the Labor Partand there are still a lot more challenges facing South Aus-
treated the Southern Districts War Memorial Hospital sdralia. Anyone would give their right hand to be able to come
badly during its years in office. It did so to the point that theinto office—as this government has—to a state in such great
hospital was placed under enormous pressure. shape. We do not need to turn around the economy in this

| want to congratulate all the volunteers and the staff irstate as the Premier has said, because the only way we can
that hospital. | can assure them that | will be there fightingurn the economy around in this state is to put it into decline.
with all the breath | have to ensure they receive ongoinghat is my biggest fear now that the Labor Party is in
support, because they have delivered well for our communityffice—that it will put the economy back into decline.

Itis time that the minister stopped talking about setting up a Itis incumbent on every opposition member of parliament
round table conference to address professional indemnity do their best to ensure that this does not occur. We will not
insurance issues in this state and came out with some answees it in the next 12 months or so, because this government
and solutions. | understand that she is keen to get on a plaris.not making any tough decisions or decisions that will be
It would not be a bad idea for the Minister for Health to getin our long-term interests; it will simply sail along on the
on a plane and visit the premiers of New South Wales andolden path that has been developed for this state. From here,
Queensland to see how they quickly got on with addressinthey should grow it further. That is their challenge. That is the
a range of these issues. Some Australian premiers haytan, commitment, energy and experience that we would have
realised that it is not a federal issue alone and that the stabeen able to return to the community if we had had the third
can do things. Other states are getting on with the job, but weerm which the South Australian community gave us. The
are not seeing it here. South Australian community gave us a third time term but we

I turn now to the matter of finances and the future of Souttwere robbed, and | will talk a little more about that down the
Australia. When you clean out your office and shift, andtrack.
given that you have had eight years in parliament, it is |also want to talk about issues in my portfolios, namely,
interesting to reflect on some of the material you see whepolice, emergency services, correctional services, volunteers,
you are going through your office; for example, it is interest-gaming and gambling. | had an enormous privilege in
ing to see what an editorial from auvertiser of July 1993  representing all the men and women who make up part of
had to say about what they expected to happen in order those portfolios. The police in South Australia are the greatest
address the debt. That debt was horrendous; it was real depblice in Australia without a doubt. We are the third oldest

Members will recall that this state then suffered the singlgolice force in the world, and we are certainly leading the
biggest corporate loss in Australia’ history in the form of theway when it comes to creating a safer community, and we can
State Bank. Of course, we never even got an apology out dfenchmark with any police department anywhere around the
the present Premier for what his government did at the timeyorld.
and from him as an adviser and later on as an MP and a |was very pleased to be their minister and to deliver three
minister. We have never had one apology for the deplorablbudgets in a row providing for increases on the year before,
situation that was left in this state where we had approximatedelivering more for people in South Australia, supporting the
ly $10 billion of core debt. We know it. We had $1.4 billion police more, meeting the challenges we had with respect to
of debt with the Housing Trust; we had $3.3 billion of crime and seeing the crime rate coming down as a result, and
unfunded public sector superannuation which was going tdelivering a record allocation of about $400 million for police
basically handcuff our young people’s future forever; and wen the last budget. That is $114 million more in one year than
had even smaller debts such as $13 million with the CFS. Ghey got under Labor when last in office.
course, on a recurrent basis, there was a bona fide, genuine The volunteers in emergency services and the paid people
and real black hole then—a $367 million black hole recurrentwho back them up are superb. It is incumbent on us to ensure
If we had not addressed it, by today, going about business thibat we continue to support these emergency services because
way Labor did when it was in office, we would have had athese men and women risk their lives. Our Government did
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more when in office by way of providing support for those In the time left to me | want to talk about a couple of other
people than we have seen in living memory. | will beissues. We need to ensure that every possible opportunity is
watching to ensure that all emergency services, particularlgapitalised on. The Premier is now keen to talk about
the volunteers, continue to see growth in their areas. Witholsipartisanship. In every ministerial statement he has made
those volunteers we would not be able to protect thend question he has answered, as well as in his comments
community the way we do. That is why | was so proud to beeported in the media, he is still talking about bipartisanship.
minister for volunteers. We set up an office for volunteers|s it not a pity, when the Premier was leader of the opposi-
helped lift their profile and backed them in when it came tation, that bipartisanship was at a record low! We had the most
legislation, finances and exposure during the Internationairesponsible, the most negative, the most carping opposition
Year of Volunteering. To the almost one in three people inn Australia when the then leader of the opposition, now
South Australia who volunteer, a big thank you from me. Premier, was leading them for seven of the eight years. | have
| also thank the Public Service, which knew that we hadbften said that, if Lynn Arnold had not been the sacrificial
a difficult job to do when we came to office in 1993. A lot of lamb, South Australia would have been a mile further ahead
the decisions we had to make were extremely tough decbecause, unlike this Premier, who never apologised for the
sions. The Public Service got on with it and, by and largemess he left when his party last left office (he simply wanted
supported what we were doing. Whether | needed publito continue to look at something on his wall that, in his mind,
servants with me at 6 a.m. or midnight, whether | needed thad a picture of himself as Premier: that was his goal,
ring them on the weekend or on holidays (whilst | did notirrespective of whether it was in the best interests of the
make a habit of it), | always got full cooperation and supporistate), Lynn Arnold when Premier was a man who knew that
from them. It is time people had a look at how hard most ofSouth Australia was in diabolical trouble: he was a man of
the public servants in this state work. | hope that thisprinciple who went about supporting our government in that
government will be fair and reasonable to all public servantéirst year or so. From then on every effort was made to work
in South Australia and will not simply go and pay back against us, yet even despite that we were able to deliver.
favours to certain sectors at the expense and demise of other Of course, we will not be an opposition like that because
sectors. | feel that will occur, but we will keep a close eye onwe will be a responsible opposition, a proud and professional
that and highlight it the minute we see it happening. opposition. You have already seen it when it comes to
Itis interesting to see that the Labor government now haMitsubishi. A great deal of that work was done before and,
a Minister for Social Inclusion. | do not know exactly what fortunately—and | thank it for this—the Labor government
the Minister for Social Inclusion is responsible for and whatacknowledged that. The research project announced at the
that minister will do. My understanding of social inclusion Waite Research Institute yesterday was also initiated
is about providing the best opportunities for every Souttprimarily by our government. A lot of other projects are
Australian, about providing the best health, the best educaselling out now. Today we heard the Premier talking about
tion, the best law and order and the best infrastructurgvhat would happen at the old Ansett call centre. | am
possible. We have done well with that and there is still moralelighted that is occurring because | want to see jobs for
to be done, but at the end of the day it is not about pullingevery man, woman and young person in this state who wants
people down to the lowest common denominator: it is abou job.
encouraging the strong and supporting them to get even But my ears are still echoing loudly from the negative,
stronger and in so doing we can put more into supportarping, whingeing leader of the opposition who attacked
services and create more jobs for those people who afeDS every time he had a chance. There was a chance for
struggling to achieve improved lifestyles in this state. It is,Westpac, but he attacked it. Even with Mitsubishi, sadly,
therefore, about managing an economy. It is about undewhilst he was careful about it, he used innuendo in trying to
standing business practices and about knowing that yoget up questions in this place. The member for Colton can
cannot and should not make promises that you cannot keeghake his head, but look Hiansard and at the questions on
That is what this black hole is all about. It is about two Mitsubishi and | can tell you that the innuendo—if it was not
things: first, the fact that in a desperate bid to get into officealmost expressed—in those questions was that it might be a
the Labor Party promised at least $63 million more than wagood thing if Mitsubishi did not get up. That is not what we
ever available in the recurrent budget for a start. That isvere about. Whether it involved chasing the car tariff issue
where part of the black hole is. Secondly, members oppositeet up by the previous federal Labor government or getting
do not understand about managing budget pressures. Thirdiygw anchor jobs in here to support small business, that is
I have already counted $93 million minimum to finalise thewhat we were about. | point out that 73 per cent of all that
deal done between the now Premier and the member fandustry development fund money went to existing medium
Hammond—$93 million totally unaccounted for. We all and small businesses in this state. It did not go to bringing
know that there will be tens of millions of dollars more whenover the big anchor tenants. Yes, 27 per cent did, but where
it all comes out of the woodwork, if it ever does. It is would this state be now if that had not occurred?
interesting that members opposite do not talk too much about | will support the Labor government if it spends approxi-
that. They are the facts and that is what we need to talk to theaately one-third of industry development funds in bringing
South Australian community about. We know and thenew anchor tenant businesses over here because it is neces-
community know and have now had a taste of what is it isary in a state which has zero population growth and which
like to have a vibrant economy, to have an opportunity andloes not have some of the natural advantages of the other
a state that people do not regard as being one without states. We all know how much money other states and
future. We know that that may now be at risk because of whatountries around the world pour in when competing for these
has transpired, involving that dodgy deal. It is a deal thatompanies.
should not have occurred and in time | believe that deal will Let us look at Motorola, and we have not heard much
be fully exposed. Anyone in South Australia who knows anyabout that from members opposite since they finished their
aspects of that deal | would be pleased to hear from. dirty deal. What a success story! Members should ask the
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white collar workers who have graduated from our universi- The concepts of honesty and accountability in respect of
ties and who are now working with Motorola how proud theygovernment led me to think about these concepts as they
are to have a multinational company back in South Australiaoperate at a national level. It made me think of the Prime
As well as all the other things that | mentioned were lostMinister, the Hon. John Howard, and some of the behaviour
under the Labor government, very many headquarters wefee has exhibited over the time since the last federal election
lost over that period. People used to ask me, ‘Why don’t weampaign until now. | make that remark in the context where
have any headquarters here?’ They knew how important leadership is often discussed in our community, leadership
was. coming from the state parliament, coming from the national
In summary, that paints a reasonably good picture. It saygarliament.

that the Liberal government will go down in history as being  The Prime Minister prides himself on being a leader,
one that rebuilt the future for South Australia. It also remindgperhaps a stoic leader, perhaps a conservative leader, but
the community in my electorate of just how bad it was undeicertainly not a man for all people. He has been ruthless in his
the years of Labor. Hopefully they have learnt a few lessonsgxploitation of the worst aspects of Australian life. He has
We are yet to see whether they have learnt those lessons, swtnningly played upon the racism and tendency to exclude
they will get a professional opposition from us, not a mob ofothers that we as Australians have as characteristics, just as
whingeing, whining, carping, negative people, like they weremuch as any other nation. In most western democracies, the
who worked against every possible opportunity that we puissues of racism and xenophobia are treated at arm’s length

forward to rebuild this state. by responsible members of parliament and parliamentary
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: leaders. Not so with our Prime Minister, John Howard.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ciccarello): Order, the His idea of leadership is to look at what the opinion polls
member for West Torrens! say and to appeal to the lowest common denominator, all the

Mr BROK ENSHIRE: Also, we were focused on building MOre S0 because he knows that, to chip away at the Labor
up that community spirit, building up that social fabric— Primary vote, he must appeal to people whom we would
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: usually characterise as working class, people perhaps who

: have not had the good fortune of education that many
Tor-:—gr?s '\;“v(il:ITclonGe SPOErQeﬁER' The member for West members of parliament have had. The Prime Minister and
’ . I . many others who go along with him have played upon the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: —but knowing that, if it is going y g g play b

b inable. if it . b han iust f most primitive prejudices of a great many Australian people,
to be sustainable, 1f it Is going to be more than Just Tor a,,q this |argely accounts for the outcome of the last federal
season, if it is going to be perpetual, then underpinning th

- lection.
you must have an economy that can sustain itself and grow.

. - ) I have been speaking generally but | am going to be a bit
That is what we delivered. That is _the challenge for the Labo_ ore specific about one of the most appalling ways in which
Party, and | leave one blank area in my speech, one areaw

A ; . e Prime Minister has sought to take advantage of these base
a question mark over it, and that is, what can the Rang,

d . d f hen th otives. | refer in particular to the children overboard affair.
government do to Improve our record, from when they Weré\g | paye said, the Prime Minister has built up a record of

last in office, by 20062 That is a very big question and there, ¢ 41ing divisiveness in the Australian community, not only

warm and fuzzies from the Premier, and that might makeysian heritage, but also in relation to single parents, unem-
people feel good at the moment, but deeper down than thaf, e people, gays and lesbians, Aboriginal people and a
people want to see a government with substance, a gover, ange of other minority groups. Wherever he feels that he can
ment with commitment, and a government that can make thga the hacking of more than 50 per cent of the Australian

right decisions, the tough decisions. population, he is willing to weigh in to a minority group and

Mr Koutsantonis: That's why they voted you out. bash them for the sake of a short-term electoral gain, or at
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | ask members to remember that, |east a rise in the opinion polls for his Liberal Party

while we will be professional about what we do, contrary togovernment.
what the member for Peake is saying, we had 51 per cent of Thijs appalling behaviour was most prevalent in the lead-

the two-party preferred vote— up to the last federal election held in November 2001. One
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: of the most reprehensible aspects of the Prime Minister’s
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, the member for West dialogue with the Australian people at that time was to link

Torrens! the people coming here in boats, people desperately seeking

Mr BROKENSHIRE: —and a dodgy deal saw us leave asylum in Australia, most of them beyond doubt fleeing
government, and the community of South Australia will persecution in their home countries, with terrorism, particu-
always remember that. larly in light of the terrible events of 11 September last year,

when two planes flew into the World Trade Centre in the

Mr HANNA (Mitchédll): [ first pay tribute respectfully to United States of America.

Her Excellency the Governor as | make this address inreply To link those poor, hungry, desperate people with some
to her speech to the joint houses of parliament. The Governaf the most reprehensible human behaviour that we have
has exhibited a grace and commonsense in the exercise of veitnessed in the western world in recent times was the most
duties which is appreciated by not only members ofbreathtaking piece of gall designed to induce hatred among
parliament but the members of my community as well. Onghe Australian people for those who have not yet become
of the key points which stood out to me in the Governor'sAustralians. | have phrased my language in that way because,
address to the assembled members of parliament just a shaiithout question, most of the people who have come here by
time ago was the proposal for honesty and accountabilithoat over the last few years have been accepted as Aus-
measures to be brought into this parliament by the Premietralians. They have been accepted as genuine refugees and
the Hon. Mike Rann. have gained temporary protection visas. True it is that it
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remains to be seen whether they will all be granted permanent Claims that the navy possessed video footage proving the
protection visas but my hope is that the people who havencident had occurred were repeatedly made by Peter Reith.
come here seeking a peaceful life, a life of hard work and &eith also released photographs of children in the water to
better education for their children, will be allowed to stay asback up his case. These photographs were subsequently found
Australians, just as we accepted many tens of thousands frofm have been taken a day after the immigration minister first
Greece, ltaly, other Mediterranean countries and the Baltiannounced this matter. All of this occurred despite the
countries after World War 1. Department of Defence’s own investigation, which concluded
Interestingly, as with most ruthless political ploys, thethat no children were thrown overboard. This conclusion had
ultimate goal of the Howard government in this regard waseen made by 11 October. Despite this, the government
to be able to achieve wealth redistribution without losingmaintained that children had been thrown in the water right
office. When it really comes down to brass tacks, that is whathrough until the election on 10 November last year.
politics is about: either you care about the whole community |t js absolutely incredible to think that senior defence
and see that wealth and income are equitably distributed, @Jersonnel were aware of the true situation, that they had
you see life as a scramble—a law of the jungle to be apcommunicated the same to the defence minister at the time
plied—and you look after those who can look after them-ang, on a highly sensitive political issue, the Prime Minister
selves the best. That is what the Liberal Party stands for angmself was not implicated. That is absolutely incredible, and

that is what Howard has managed to do. He has introducef{e only conclusion that | personally can draw is that Howard
the GST with significant redistributive effects. The GST hasyas in it up to his neck.

hmeﬁ/r;agggnt?np?hyef?agthgo%%ﬂpgp);égﬁsi%dg)snz vrveh sl,ﬁrl]t V\t’ﬁ o So, this is the sort of leadership we have in the country at
people who can afford tax the least—pensioners, unemploy He moment, whereby the Prime Minister is playing to the

: s ide of Australian people, relying on their primitive
eople, people on low incomes—have been subsidising thos&=>c" ! S . .
\F/)vhopowr?Augtralia’s companies. Generally speaking thgey ar fejudices rathe_r than on their pride as a nation which has
' ' ken a humanitarian approach to so many hundreds of

people who are better off than the average person. Howal Jﬁ .
has managed to get away with introducing the GST an ousands of r_efugees since World War |l. ) o
making the rich richer by using his divisive, racist politics. ~ But there is another aspect to the Prime Minister's
In respect of the children overboard claims, we saw durindgeadership. I move to the topic of the Governor-General. The
the federal election on national television screens vide&overnor-Generalis Howard's champion. He is a symbol of
footage of refugees in the water of the Indian Ocean—footagée conservatism which Howard puts forward as the ultimate
taken by navy personnel, presumably. This was portrayed Higspectability, yet we have a Governor-General who has
the federal Howard government as an example of th |s_graced that position in the way thgt he has dealt with
inhumanity of those who sought to come to Australia relyingclaims of sexual abuse by Anglican priests over the years. |
on this nation’s sense of humanity. What a perverse claingdy that not only in respect of the Governor-General's
that was! Not only were the offices of the Prime Minister andbehaviour while he was still Archbishop of Brisbane but also
the defence minister used to portray this false claim but alsty respect of his behaviour since he became Governor-
the higher echelons of the Public Service were also used fgeneral.
further the Prime Minister’s political ends. It hardly needs to be noted that the Governor-General,
Although a senate inquiry has been instituted into thisunder our Australian Constitution, has primacy. It is the most
affair, there are certain facts that we know which are alreadgenior position and commands respect. However, the
on the public record, and | propose to go through thos&overnor-General, while he was Archbishop of Brisbane,
briefly to establish the case to answer that the Prime Ministewas faced with a dilemma. He was confronted by numerous
faces in respect of this issue. On 7 October last year, a smabtports of Anglican priests having abused their parishioners
group of senior bureaucrats met in Canberra as an interdepasind people whom they knew in the context of the priestly
mental task force on people smuggling. During this meetingelationship. It is appalling to think that people in senior
a call came through to Brigadier Michael Silverstone,positions within any organised religion, within any church,
Commander of Northern Command, who was present. Theake it upon themselves to be the investigator and judge of
call was from Commander Banks on thMAS Adelaide,  these sorts of claims when we as a society recognise that
which had boarded what was termed a ‘suspected illegal entgpecialisation is needed in the work of social workers and
vessel'. police to properly deal with these complex and agonising
Exactly what was said during this telephone call is theclaims. However, the Governor-General did just that. He took
subject of conflicting reports. Mention may or may not haveit upon himself to investigate a number of these matters and,
been made of refugees threatening to throw children oveto cut a long story short, took the advice of the church’s
board. What is known is that Commander Banks, who wainsurance company in trying to hush up the claims that had
in charge of theHMAS Adelaide, issued a clarification on been made rather than to air them and to have them properly
10 October which clearly stated that no children were throwndealt with. | will give a couple of examples.

overboard from the suspected illegal entry vessel. By that ope priest continued to practise, despite admitting having
time, however, John Howard and his senior ministers wergreyiously sexually abused children. On this matter, Peter

off running with their scare tactics. , Hollingworth, the current Governor-General, is quoted as
Within hours ofHMAS Adelaide personnel boarding the  g5ying:

illegal vessel, immigration minister Ruddock had launched o ] ) ) )

his own media campaign, claiming that children had been_, After m?k'”gb'“q“'r.'es* I could find no eV"ljeg.Ce Olf)h('js having
thrown overboard. The Prime Minister and the then defencgﬂenoIed since becoming a priest. | am deeply disturbed—
minister (Peter Reith) joined in. The federal election was Mr SCALZI: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point of
announced only days later, and the ongoing discussion of th@der. | refer to standing order 121, which refers to the use of
so-called children overboard affair was allowed to continuethe sovereign’s name and the Governor’'s name. | seek your
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guidance and deliberation on the honourable member'seally has to start at the top. We will do our part as a Labor

speech with reference to the Governor-General. government but, unfortunately, the Howard government has
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | have been listening very let us down badly in that regard in recent times.

carefully. | am well aware of the standing order that cautions

members about reflecting on the monarch or her representa- TheHon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): | am proud to rise

tives. | do not believe the member for Mitchell has done thatin my place in this house to respond to Her Excellency’s

but he needs to be mindful of that standing order. opening speech. In doing so, | place on record my strong
Mr HANNA: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. | will regard for the way in which she has carried out her duties to
repeat that quotation: date. There is no doubt that Her Excellency has managed to

After making inquiries, | could find no evidence of his having find a place in the hearts of most South Australians through

offended since becoming a priest. | am deeply disturbed that eigihe way in which she is undertaking her duties. Indeed, she
years later the priest did inform me about other abuses. has been handed a formidable task. To follow in the footsteps
As far as | am concerned, if you have offended in that Wa)pf Sir Eric and Lady Neal is no small task, but I believe that
against children, I do not care what job you have: special caréhe has responded admirably to the task before her. | also
needs to be taken to ensure that reoffending does not occt@ke this opportunity to congratulate you too, sir, on your
Perhaps even worse in terms of betraying the currerfPPOIntment to the position of Deputy Speaker. Knowing you
attitude of our Governor-General is the discussion that tooRS ! do, I am sure that you will undertake your duties with the
place onAustralian Story on ABC television on 18 February honour which the position demands. _
this year. When discussing a relationship between a 27 year It is also a privilege to be elected to the parliament for
old priest and a 14 year old girl, the Governor-General argueyhat is now my fourth term, and also to be elected by an
that she had consented and, therefore, that it was not a mattBgreased majority. When elected to this place in 1989, for

of rape and was in some way less serious. He said: those first four years I, and indeed you, sir, and also my

My belief is that this was not sex abuse. There was no suggestioconeague the member for Newland, as well as the member

of rape or anything like that—quite the contrary—and my informa-'!?.Jr Heywood, now the member for Unley, regularly received
tion is that it was rather the other way around. similar taunts and were referred to as ‘oncers’. | think it is fair

| was absolutely disgusted to see that reported in the medi hsay tr:\at we have a:jl demonstréa:tla(d thathnot to be the %ase.
Our community has been striving to get people in positions ''FOUd OLk'lt my second term—and | know t agsor:ne mgmf ers
of authority, especially in the police, the legal profession an(fece'VEd.L N §amehtaunts—|t Vr‘]’f"‘z going tr? e the eh'? ot my
the judiciary, to acknowledge the terrible significance of childcareer. Likewise, through my third term, the same thing was
abuse. said. The member for West Torrens regularly taunted me

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Heysen has 2€10SS the chamber that it was to be the end of my time in
a point of order ' parliament. Well, | am delighted that the electors in my

MrsREDMOND: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy suburbs have responded not only favourably to my represen-

Speaker. | take on board your previous comments to th tion and demonstrated their confidence in me but also
member for Hartley, but | seek your further ruling. The erl’nonstrai_ed Ith?'r Conf:jdﬁ‘nﬁfr:n the leEraIbPag)é. dt
member speaking just referred to his disgust at the comment am particularly proud that the new suburbs added to my

made by the Governor-General. | believe that those conglectorate, albeit on electoral voting terms ones that would

ments contravene standing order 121, which states: reduce my majority, _part_icularly in the case of O'Sulliv_an_‘s
i ' . . Beach, were a contributing factor to my increased majority.
A member may not use offensive or unbecoming words i

reference to the sovereign— nTh?.t is something that does not usually happen in Labor
. . voting suburbs.
the Governor-General is, of course, a representative of the Something that was often the source of some mirth among

sovereign— my classmates at Henley High School was that, on entering
and nor may that person be gratuitously referred to for the purposgarliament, my Labor predecessor was actually my year 12
of influencing the house in its deliberations. maths teacher. That is something that school students whom
| seek your guidance, sir. [ regularly take through the parliament enjoy. Something else

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | thank the member for of some amusementto my past classmates is that, during the
Heysen, but | do not believe that the member is transgressirtgme of my role as Minister for Emergency Services, | would
that standing order. It is a fine line between reporting oroften do battle with the then Secretary of the United Fire-
events involving that position and denigrating that positionfighters Union. | am pleased to now welcome him as the new
| do not believe that the member for Mitchell is denigratingmember for Colton. While, despite our friendship during
it, but | remind him again to be careful in his choice of words.school days, | would have naturally preferred to see a Liberal

Mr HANNA: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. | want member for Colton, | am sure that the new member for
nothing more than a Governor-General whom we can alColton will represent his electorate without fear or favour.
admire and respect. When | see sexual abuse being treateddinowing him as | do, | am sure that he will undertake the
this way—Dbeing thought and talked about in this way—I amtask admirably, and | wish him well in his new role.
disgusted. This is particularly pertinent when the Rann Labor It is fair to say that, like I, he has been loyal to his political
government has started its four-year term with an investigabeliefs. We also undertook first year politics together at
tion by the eminent and esteemed Queen’s Counsel Robykdelaide University. | had a very strong Liberal persuasion
Layton into this very issue. | have already forwarded myand, in those days, he had a very strong Marxist persuasion,
submission to that investigation. which | think it is fair to say he described himself as having.

In summary, there are a couple of key issues that havi was a mild source of amusement to me that, after the now
shown the appalling lack of judgment and lack of compassiomember for Colton took 12 months’ study leave, | came
in John Howard and the key people on whom he relies. If wacross him outside a shop on Greenhill Road, Toorak
are to have honesty and accountability in government, iGardens, where he was washing the front windows. He had
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not returned to his studies at that time. | said, ‘So you have Motion carried.

taken on a window cleaning job now?’ He said, ‘No, this is

my shop.” If memory serves me correctly, itwas aplantshop TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: At the last election, the

on Greenhill Road. | said, ‘But you are a Marxist,” and hisLiberal Party received a two-party preferred vote of 50.93 per
response was something like, ‘Ah, but that doesn’t put fooatent. On that basis it deserved the right to govern; it was the
on the table.” Those words have stayed with me for the twaarty favoured by the majority of South Australians to govern

decades plus since. | do not think the member for Coltorbut, regrettably, we have been denied that opportunity for
would claim to be a Marxist today, so his philosophy haswhat, in my view, amounts to nothing other than a dirty back

probably moderated somewhat. | only wish that it hadroom deal.

moderated a little further and perhaps we would have seen Much has been said in this parliament of late about a code
him on this side rather than the other side of the chambepf conduct, and I will be very careful in my remarks because
Needless to say, | am sure he will represent his constituenfssm aware that notice has been given of legislation to come
as well as he can, nonetheless. We have probably botefore this house. It is not that to which | shall refer directly
regarded each other as politically misguided but good blokegut, rather, in the first instance, to commend the Commission-
and that does not change. er for Public Employment for releasing a code of conduct for

I also welcome the election of other new members to thigublic servants. That code, dated October 2001, was widely
chamber, notably my new colleagues, the members for Braggistributed to the Public Service in November 2001. | would
Morphett, Kavel and Heysen. Of course, the member fofike to share with the house some aspects of that code of
Morphett is my electoral nextdoor neighbour, and | am sureonduct. The code, in part, describes the reasons for having
that we will be working together on a large number of issueshis particular code of conduct as follows:
both within and outside this chamber. Likewise, the election As a public sector employee you are employed to provide
of the members for Adelaide, Enfield and Cheltenham on thgeryices for the South Australian community consistent with the
other side: | am sure they too will represent their electorategolicies of the elected government. While you are a public employee
with the dignity expected by their electors. you are in a unique position of trust requiring standards of behaviour

It has been reported in the media that some on this side &fat reflect community expectations.
the house are somewhat angered by the fact that we are They are important words: ‘requiring standards of behaviour
opposition. | do not think that that word is overly stated,that reflect community expectations’. Maintaining the trust
because there certainly is some anger on this side of thef the public means:
house’ particularly Wlth those of us who were also serving properly using the resources, information and authority you have
here in 1989. As with you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on being  as a public sector employee.
elected in 1989 with 52% per cent of the vote, | had to see, ensuring that the public sector serves the public through the
effectively, an attack on our democratic system. Thankfully, direction of the government of the day by providing service and
in 1989, we had two Independents, now former members of advice that is apolitical, frank and without fear of reproach.
parliament—Norm Peterson and Martyn Evans—who als¢ €nsuring that your personal interests do not adversely influence
agreed that, even though they, as stated Labor Independents"® W&y you carry outyour duties.
(as they always stated themselves to be), were supportingTdey are very important words: ‘ensuring that your personal
Labor government in office, they recognised the electorainterests do not adversely influence the way you carry out
injustice of the fact that a party which won 52.5 per cent ofyour duties’. The code continues:
the vote was unable to govern. In their recognition of that  complying with the acts, regulations, guidelines and policies
electoral injustice, those members worked with the then relevant to your work.

Liberal opposition to ensure that appropriate amendment§he code goes on to describe three broad elements that

We_rrehmade to thde Sta:e Electorf?l A;:t. v intended t underpin ethics and standards of conduct in the South
0se amendments were efiectively Intended 10 ensurg, siajian public sector: integrity, respect and accountability.
that the injustice that occurred in 1989 did not recur. Regretr ik it is fair to say that this code of conduct (that came

tably, of course, what could not be foreseen by either thg,, oneration in the Public Service last year) is reasonable
drafters of that legislation or the public servants Who{j

= ) . or members of parliament to reflect upon and, in future
administer it was that it did not take account of the fact tha ebate on a bill tﬁat will come before thFi)s house, | will go
a member of parliament, regardless of their political persug '

nto that in more detail. The Public Service code also talks

sion, might change their position from that stated to the"rabout harassment and bullying, and states that harassment is

electorate at the time of the election to effectively side with .5 vful. The code defines harassment as follows:
the other mob. That presents this parliament with a challenge. i i ] o
Much has been said about a constitutional convention. Harassment consists of unwelcome, offensive, abusive, belittling
- or threatening behaviour directed at another person.
There can be nothing more fundamental to go before the floor
of any convention examining our Constitution than the basi@gain, I think that is particularly relevant. It saddens me that
principle that the party or grouping of individuals that wins some members of parliament would find such a code of
50 per cent plus one of the votes must be able to forngonduct that is guiding our Public Service today a very
government. It is imperative that the convention that is aboudlifficult code with which to comply. | am particularly
to occur focuses on that fact: the party and/or grouping ofroubled that, at various times during my time as minister,
individuals that gets 50 per cent plus one of the votes mugind in fact across two portfolios, | have had to deal with a
be in a position to govern. member of parliament who was particularly difficult about
the way in which they undertook their duties. This particular
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Government  member of parliament certainly breached the Public Service
Enterprises): | move: code that relates to harassment and bullying. | remind
That the time for adjourning the house be extended beyonn€mbers that public servants are told that harassment is
5.40 p.m. unlawful.
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They are told that harassment consists of unwelcomegntirely inappropriate behaviour. Certainly, as far as a public
offensive, abusive, belitting or threatening behaviourservant is concerned, it would be in direct contravention of
directed at another person. | was concerned that my staffhe public service code of conduct guideline ensuring that
during my time as minister, were subjected to a number ojour personal interests do not adversely influence the way
telephone calls from this particular individual. Often thoseyou carry out your duties.
telephone calls became abusive and often four-letter obsceni- Those are issues that | believe all members of parliament
ties were used against the public servants concerned. ieed to focus on very carefully. Of course, the member was
reached the stage that, in my two roles as Minister fonot only limiting their abuse to public servants, nor their
Administrative Services and then more recently as Ministeinsistence to public servants. Indeed, on a number of
for Minerals and Energy, | found it necessary to provide aroccasions (but one most notably) | was threatened with
unlisted telephone number to my departmental employees spiestions in the parliament which, of course, | welcomed and
that they could transfer this problem member of parliamenindicated to the member that, if they wished to ask questions
to me when that person so behaved. (in this case it was a question about mining in the Gammon

It disappoints me that any minister would have to go toRanges, something in which | know both sides of the house
that length, but further it disappoints me that any member ofave a strong interest), | would advise the estimates commit-
parliament would behave in such a way. The issues, in onee, where it had been threatened | would be questioned, that,
instance, involved the access by that particular member djefore answering any question from the honourable member,
parliament to a chauffeured vehicle. Some quite important felt it appropriate that the honourable member should
rules were in place with respect to the use of chauffeuredeclare their interest in the matter and ensure that the
vehicles. On one particular occasion that comes to mind theommittee was aware (or, if they asked the question in the
honourable member concerned wanted access to a chatbuse, the house was aware) that any questions so asked
feured vehicle on Christmas Day. The honourable memberould have the potential to advantage that member, because
concerned was advised that was not possible. The publi€ mining were to occur in the Gammon Ranges anything
servants concerned received a barrage of abuse and tfreind may be of benefit to an adjoining tenement holder.
honourable member was put on to me. | am a very strong believer in a code of conduct and |

| dealt with the honourable member and said that, undebelieve that such a code of conduct must be applied properly
no circumstances, would that chauffeured vehicle be availablend used thoughtfully, and | commend the Commissioner for
on Christmas Day. | demanded of the honourable membéd?ublic Employment for putting this code in place. But,
what government business was being undertaken by them &r Speaker, | think you and | know very well the member to
Christmas Day. | was dissatisfied with the reasons forthwhom | am referring and you would be very familiar with the
coming. The honourable member indicated that they wouldetails of this information that | put to the House. In so doing,
express their displeasure to the Premier. The Premidrreflect not on you—for this occurred before you were
subsequently backed my decision, which is what | expecte8peaker—but, of course, | refer to the member for Hammond.
would occur. On another occasion the member became
particularly insistent over the way in which aspects relating TheHon. R.B. SUCH secured the adjournment of the
to their mineral tenements and exploration licence applicadebate.
tions were being treated, and in fact made a number of
repeated calls to my staff, which | believe to be harassing and MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

intimidating in nature. On more than one occasion | had an ) | .
upset staff member following treatment by this particular | heSPEAKER: Order! The matter raised as a matter of

member. privilege by the member for Davenport seeking some
| was particularly affronted and offended when thedirection from me as to whether there is a prima facie case for

member himself expressed a view to me that the governmeffi€ Treasurer to answer that he has breached privilege by
TEISA program (the initiative to encourage exploration inXnowingly and deliberately misleading the house in a way
different areas) should cover that member’'s own mineraihat will materially affect the deliberations of the house
tenements so that that member might be able to better s&gduires me, I think at this point, to give some clear indication
what minerals might be within that region for their particular ©f What I have discovered in consideration of that request in
personal mining advantage. | have seen, | believe, actions tH&ation to those matters. , .

have been inappropriate by that member of parliament. There The ho_use is already in possession of the flgur_es that were
was another occasion when | had cause to take issue with tHgfluded in a document dated 15 January provided by the
member of parliament (it was over their electorate office) Under Treasurer to the then treasurer, to which the then
again as Minister for Administrative Services. It troubles meTreasurer (Hon. Robert Lucas) appended some notes, the gist

that this member— of which has already been reported to the house by the
The Hon. PF. Conlon: Do you have the courage to name Current Treasurer. The most significant of those sentences
this person? are.
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: All in good time. It As you know, | also oppose the size of the bid, so DTF should

troubles me that this member wished to—or in fact did—takd'0t incorporate specific provision for the bid in our documentation.
up an electorate office, and the electorate office was owneBurther on, the then treasurer said:

by their spouse. And, indeed, the cleaning contract was held As you are aware, | have strong views. Agency overspending
in the name of that member’s spouse, not the name by whicthould not be rewarded by writing it off, so | do not believe we
they were most commonly known on a day-to-day basis bughould provision for it.

nevertheless, held in that way. | put it to all members ofThe member for Davenport then asks me to determine
parliament that, if it were inappropriate for a public servantwhether the amount of funding referred to in that document
to own the office that they occupy and to have a familyof 15 January is inaccurate by implication in the underlying
member clean the office that they occupy, then that would bdeficit that would result. That amount was contained in a
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document dated some time in December, a document whidheasurer of the former government (Hon. Robert Lucas), that
extends to five pages and which was provided by the Undédive page document of December last year, contains material
Treasurer to the Treasurer. This document was not seenwhich | judge to be in the public interest not to disclose at this
have determined by close questioning of the Treasurer, untilme, knowing that it contains the strategies and other
after Thursday 9 May, the last day of sitting last week, indocumentation to be followed in the enterprise bargaining
which he made those statements to the house. arrangements that are currently on foot, and assuring
He further points out that the figures it contains aremembers that, in the fullness of time, that will most certainly

already out of date. Those figures contained a contingency &€ available any way. In all probability, it will be, if no

1.5 per cent. They also refar & 2 per cent supplementation S0ON€T, then at least by the time the budget estimates
in the figures of the Department of Education, Training andfommittees review departmental appropriations for each and
Employment, DETE as it is known. However, the departmenfVerY Purpose, and they may choose to seek access to it at

itself, notwithstanding the fact that it had that in its mi that time.
self, notwithstanding the fact that ithad that in its mind, was Against the background of the information provided to

already in deficit, so that would not be relevant to the d th di h . ks that h b
calculations. In my simple arithmetic, it therefore appears tg"€: and notwithstanding the various remarks that have been

me that the remarks made by the Treasurer, based on t%éade by the previous Speaker, my predecessor, and earlier
p

information at his disposal at the time, mean that he did no .eakers_ than that, at this point | do not find that .ther.e is a
mislead the house. prima facie case to answer. However, the determination of

) . that ultimately rests with the house.
I will have something further to say tomorrow on the

question of privilege, especially as it relates to the disclosure ADJOURNMENT

of documents from which ministers quote in the course of

their remarks to the house. However, suffice to say now that At 6 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 14 May at
the minutes forming enclosure that were provided to th@ p.m.



