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implications of electoral dishonesty. In the future, | shall be
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY speaking about this event and some of the activities of

members opposite in trying to encourage assistance for their
Thursday 16 May 2002 candidates in seats as it affects preferences. Fortunately for

) i me the Labor campaign in the electorate of Morialta was
The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at nsyccessful, and | believe their attempt to continue to

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. discredit me as it relates to the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium
fortunately has not been rewarded by electoral success in
ADDRESSIN REPLY Morialta, although it is fair to say that it has certainly

Adi d debat ion for adonti damaged attendances at Hindmarsh and the game of soccer,
journed debate on motion for acoption. and | have no doubt that, despite the professed partisan
(Continued from 15 May. Page 220.) support for the game and sport of soccer, the Labor Party

. ) does not in any way adhere to what it says in public. This
MrsHALL (Morialta): It has been more than a decadepochure was misleading, it was dishonest, and a formal

now since there was a well-based controversy about a stafgmplaint has been lodged with the Electoral Commission.
election result. The changes way back in 1970, in breaklngﬂoving on from the electorate of Morialta—

the electoral imbalance, and the fairness provisions of post
1989 had, most of us believed, removed the impact of rorts ) ,
(real or imagined) and distortions (real or imagined) from our  MrSHALL: We understand your involvement, Mr Attor-
electoral system, and anyone who cared to think about o}y Put fortunately it was most unsuccessful. Mr Speaker,
system—and indeed many in this chamber have and do-the defeat of the Liberal Party in this house in March, despite
prior to the last election on 9 February would have assumefiS Winning a majority of votes at the election has, as we
that work of the Electoral Commission would, with a plus or K"oOW, changed the government, and presumably for the next
minus effect by error or chance, result in the election of 40Ur years we will have to live with that decision. But from
government that represented the majority will of the peoméh_e controver_5|al beginning of the 50th parliament | believe
of this state. it is appropriate to put on record a number of the very
We know from the electoral results published by theﬂgnlflcant and major achievements of the previous govern-
Electoral Commission that the Liberal Party received gnent and to pay tribute to a number of the members who are

majority of votes in the state, and the Labor Party received© longer sitting in t_h's chamber._ . .

a minority of the votes, and the Attorney-General well knows 1he passage of time and, | believe, the history books will
it. Itis not the first time it has happened. We know of the well¢l€arly show and recognise the success that was generated for
publicised and controversial results of 1989. The will of thethis state by the previous government, starting with the
people has now been subverted because the calculations'tPrecedented growth, development and investment levels
the Electoral Commission, used to draw its last distributionthat were inherited by this incoming government. As we
were thrown out of the window in the electorate of Ham-KNOW, oo, after nearly a century of talks and promises, the
mond. As we all know now Labor’s vote peaked in thatAdelaide-Darwin Railway is a reality. The reduction of the
electorate at 3 368 votes, or 17.2 per cent of the vote. Thetate debt has also occurred_, after the debaclg of the State
Liberal Party won 21 of the 23 booths on first preferences anfiank that all members opposite usually, conveniently, forget
won 41 per cent of the primary vote. Interestingly, as | anf® Mention at any point.

sure you would know, Mr Speaker, more than 80 per centof There has been, also, industrial relations reform, job
the voters in Hammond voted against the Australian Labogreation, reduction in unemployment, industry investment in
Party. Itis well recorded history now on radio, television andthe car industry and call centres in particular. We have the
in the newspapers that the electorate of Hammond wasiiccess of aquaculture, food, wine and tourism. We have
promised one thing and it was delivered another. Howevegxperienced the opening and operation of the internationally

| guess itis inappropriate for me to go further on that subjectecognised Adelaide Convention Centre; magnificent sporting
at the moment because, as we all know, it is going to béacilities; WorkCover reform; investment in health, educa-
settled in a court in the future. tion, transport, the environment, the police and water.

I would like to move from the electorate of Hammond and ~ The previous government has left great legacies of public
the result across South Australia to the matter of the caminfrastructure, together with investment, growth and success
paign in the electorate of Morialta. | particularly want to referthat are, deservedly and at long last, now being enjoyed in
to Labor’s dirty tricks and dishonest campaign that wagegional South Australia, and | hope that continues. | could
conducted in the last few days prior to the election. It is fairgo on for some time about these many achievements, and
to say that you could be excused, if you did not happen teach of us would have a different priority. However, | want
have a magnifying glass in your bag or your pocket, forto pay tribute to the leadership and energy of John Olsen,
thinking that the distribution of a brochure in the last fewGraham Ingerson, David Wotton, John Oswald, Steve
days was carried out by a very independent, non-prejudicedondous and Michael Armitage, who were in this house prior
individual, because way down on the back page it has to the last election. Some of these members, as we know,
signature that says ‘Authorised by lan Hunter, 11 Souttwere more colourful and controversial than others, but
Terrace, Adelaide. Printed by Europa Press. We all knoweollectively they totalled more than 100 years of service to
who lan Hunter is, but the vast majority of the electorate havéhe public and political system, as well as the Liberal Party.
know idea who he is, because they do not know what he is theknow they will be remembered and recognised for their
Secretary—or whatever the title is—of the Australian Laborspecific and individual contributions.

Party. In another house, our colleagues Trevor Griffin, Jamie

Again, further into this session, | have no doubt there idrwin and Legh Davis made a significant contribution to this
going to be some debates on electoral honesty and thstate, this parliament and to the Liberal Party over many

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
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years, and | know we wish them well in whatever their futureinterest to me are the specific links between the wine and
endeavours may involve. tourism industries, both important industries for the future of
| believe the list of achievements of the former govern-this state.
ment is indeed a challenge for this Labor government in the The current estimates available show that $316 million is
future: there were many. So many of them were far reachingpent in the wine tourism industries in this state, with
and will stretch well into the future, and this government will $135 million spent directly at wineries and $181 million spent
not be able to tarnish the reputation of so many achievementdirectly in local businesses. When we look at the way that this
from the macro and the spin-offs of such projects as thés providing investments for the future, it is hugely important
railways; to the micro spin-offs of so many investment areadecause there is a $6 million investment in the Jacob’s Creek
and support of our dynamic regions. visitor centre. We can all know and be very proud of some
It will be interesting to see if this government is as fair andof the investments happening in other areas and regions of
reforming across the state as was the case in the years 8buth Australia. These figures clearly show that we cannot
government since 1993. We have no doubt that a judgmeusifford another state or territory to make in-roads or take
will be made four years down the track, and | think Marchadvantage of our well deserved reputation and claim that we
2006 will prove to be an interesting month in the calendarare the premier wine state of this country.
because we will see whether the public remarks and com- The Premier, then Leader of the Opposition, took great
ments of the Labor Party and the Labor government are reakedit for the original initiative of a wine interpretive centre
and reforming, or just political puff. to be based in the Barossa Valley, which we know has finally
I must say that | do not believe the early signs are goodevolved into the National Wine Centre. As | have said before,
because we have seen demonstrated over the last coupleanfd we have all heard in this chamber, the breathtaking
weeks that a couple of the ministers have been a bit fast arsliccess of the wine industry, particularly in this state, and the
loose with the truth. We have had the health minister irmuch proclaimed bipartisan support for the National Wine
question time, time and again having different stories aboutentre, is now threatened with closure. It is absolutely crazy
timing and memory lapses over the mergers between thand irrational and one can only think it is vindictive. Imagine
Repat and Flinders hospitals. The Treasurer has displayedhat would have happened if the early leaders and legisla-
histrionics with his version, memory and timing lapses overtors—
the dollars that were included, or not included, in forward TheHon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
estimates for teachers’ pay rises. We all understand the TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General
theatre of this chamber but, if you add that to a dose ofs continually interjecting which is out of order and which is
arrogance, | find it extraordinary that we are nearly into thenot helpful in the conduct of the house. | ask the honourable
third month of a Labor government and we are still seeingnember immediately to refrain.
this in operation. MrsHALL: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for your
One issue is particularly frightening—it is worse than all protection but | am ignoring the honourable member. We can
of that—and it has the potential to affect state developmenbnly imagine what would have happened if our early leaders
Itis a very serious threat. In addition to the normal politicaland legislators in South Australia had adopted that sort of
swipe and uncalled for remarks questioning the value of oupolicy approach. We would not now have an art gallery, a
internationally acclaimed magnificent Convention Centrelibrary or a museum, just for starters. Some of the speeches
and the sword of Damacles now hanging over the head of thmade by members of the Labor Party, including its leader,
Entertainment Centre, we have been subjected to constamtring the debate, are very instructive regarding the wine
rhetoric and been alerted in a very public sense to the threaentre, because they talk about the great bipartisan support
and the irrational and vindictive carryings on about a possibléor the National Wine Centre. They talk about the horrors of
decision to close the National Wine Centre. Those remarkihe alternative centre to be located in Melbourne with the
are without doubt an attack on the wine industry of this statesupport of Jeff Kennett and the Liberal government there, or
which has had a pretty impressive score card of success oveven, ‘God forbid, in Canberra.’
the past few years. They talk about the fact that the centre could not have
Members have outlined some interesting figures ormproceeded without bipartisan support. They talk about its
previous occasions in different debates, but the wine industriynportance as a link and connection with the wine tourism
directly contributed more than $2.2 billion to the Southindustry. They talk about its strong support. They talk about
Australian economy in 2000-01, and estimates are certainlthe potential to capitalise on a dynamic, growing and
out there to show that this will increase in future. Thesuccessful industryHansard is absolutely peppered with
dramatic increase over the past few years is directly attribuaccolades and bipartisan support; and we are now seeing, in
table in my view to not only the quality of South Australian my view, the sheer audacity and hypocrisy of members of the
wines and the reputation of Australian wines internationallyLabor Party and, sadly, Labor leaders who are now attempt-
but also to the support and encouragement it received frommg to blame circumstances and factors quite outside the
the previous government. We know that our wine exportgontrol of the board or management to try to give themselves
have increased by 240 per cent in the past five years and ves excuse to close this magnificent facility.
know that South Australia accounts for 65 per cent of the We have had the expertise and status of prominent South
total exports, and the estimates are that this will increase b&ustralians, such as John Pendrigh, Perry Gunner, Brian
another $450 million over the next five years. Croser, Rick Allert and their supporting directors from New
Importantly, the wine industry is proud to say that moreSouth Wales, Western Australia and Victoria. What concerns
than 9 000 people are employed in grape growing andhe is that these people do not need the wine centre to be
winemaking in South Australia, and that employment hasased here, in South Australia. They believe they were
increased by 4 500 since 1991. There are, importanthgommitted to creating a national tourism icon and a national
another 1 700 at least employed in the local tourism industngentre from which the benefits of our wine industry could be
and nearly 3 000 in retailing and wholesaling. Of particularshared around the country. | believe it is quite extraordinary,
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when one looks at the history of this development, that the My view is that the wine industry has earned the right and
pronouncements of the Labor leaders and the Labor goverdeserves our support to continue the working partnerships
ment have such long range potential to affect our statehat existed pre 9 February. We know that the National Wine
employment and investment. Centre is one of a kind but it needs time, as we understand,
The reality is that, whether or not they like it, the factorswhen we think about the factors that have affected its current
outlined by the tourism minister, earlier this week if not lastoperation. It is one of a kind. There is no national wine centre
week, as to why she has instituted a review into that grea@@nywhere else in the world and | believe it is something that
Bannon icon, the Entertainment Centre, included two verys important to our future.
real factors: first, the state of the Australian dollar; and, The mission statement of the centre is to become a world-
secondly, 11 September. But, in the case of the wine centrélass interpretive, educational and entertainment centre
a couple of other factors are involved: first, as we know, théepresentative of the whole Australian wine industry. | urge
year 2001 gave us the hottest summer for about 150 year#e government to support itin meeting those objectives, and
which caused the loss of nearly two working weeks ofit does need a couple more years. The government ought to
construction, not just at the wine centre but at the Conventiothink about and support the links that that facility and the
Centre. industry that it represents have with the food industry,

We then had a wet winter which affected areas that wergducation, manufacturing, transport and tourism, and it
very important to the construction program of the wine centréhould stop punishing the wine industry. It has already
and which were significant factors in the delay of thecancelled the Barossa Music Festival. There is huge industry

opening; and that delay caused a three month loss of inconf@Ncern at the cancellation of the underwrite for the hugely
in the early days. In addition to the condition of the Aust-Successful Barossa Under the Stars event. | believe it is an
ralian dollar and the horrors of 11 September, we had thattack on success and investment in the future and | hope very
Ansett collapse. It is all very well for members opposite toSincerely that this government does not revert to its ideologi-
ignore that as a factor but it was real and they know it; it jus€@ prejudices that we have seen so much in the past.
does not suit their argument to factor it in. We had a petrol !N the last few minutes | would like to say that | am very
crisis at about the same time. | find it extraordinary thatProud to have been elected as the first member for Morialta.
members opposite will not even acknowledge those factord! i @ new name, ithas new boundaries and a number of new
The Premier and the Treasurer constantly refer to th lectors, and certainly a range of new issues. For those who

$40 million investment in this facility. What they fail to 0 not know, the name Morialta comes from the Aboriginal

dissect is that the federal government invested $12 million/VOrd ‘moriatta’, meaning ‘ever flowing’, and of course it is

the wine industry itself invested in cash and resources, pl reference to th_e Morialta Falls. It COVers an area .Of more
on an ongoing basis more than $5 million, and the statd'a" 80 square kilometres and comprises an interesting range

government put in $14 million. Occasionally it would be of suburbs from the Hills to what is referred to as the plains.
really good if they were honest in that deliberation. It has a magnificent range of associations, schools, sporting
The constant threat of closure might be self-fuffilling if 209ieS: Multicultural communities, historical groups and

. rvi I nditi ntained within th ndari f
government does not back off, but maybe that is what theSe ce clubs, and it is contained within the boundaries o

want. The prospect of this facility going to another state is ree council areas.
real and | believe that, prior to these attacks by the new There are three very specific issues on which | hope to be

. orking with the government to find solutions for in the next
government, th? bqoks would show th‘?‘t book!ngs for tha}l(\;uryears. One is the Thorndon Park Recreation Reserve, a
facility were rolling in. It would be very interesting for the

government to look at the confirmed bookings pre 9 Februar{t,ery _popular regional centre, and | am pleased that the

need to know that a facility that they are booking forI
something important is going to be there. They ought to hav
a look at the explanations that have been given for th
cancellations.

ocal community wants to see a water-focussed facility
Eontinue, but obviously the main questions in the future will
He how much it will cost and who will pay it. | pay tribute to
S the cooperation of the Campbelltown council in trying to
Mermbers interjecting: work within the parameters set down to reach a solution. |
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for hope that that can be found and that the matter does not need
Unley and the Attorney are breaking the rules of the houseao go to the courts.
Every member has an opportunity to speak in the Address in Mr Brindal interjecting:
Reply debate. Extend the courtesy please to the member who MrsHALL: They have an excellent mayor and an
is currently speaking. The member for Morialta. excellent council. Another area that needs attention is the new
MrsHALL: | believe that the National Wine Centre section in the electorate that covers the very important area
should be given a chance; it deserves a chance. Labor habthe Adelaide Hills around Montacute and Norton Summit.
constantly boasted bipartisan support. It should not join th@hey have unique and historical aspects of horticultural
well-known South Australian sport of knocking and tearingproduction to resolve, and again | have no doubt that this
apart. They are experts at that, but these irrational threats airaportant community issue will be the subject of much
devaluing the business of the Wine Centre, they are devaluindgbate in the future.
the investment that has been made by many individuals, The relocation of the Magill Training Centre is an issue
including two governments, and | believe it devalues outthat needs to be progressed. It is complex and naturally has
reputation as the premier wine state, which South Australitnvolved significant funding issues in the past and no doubt
so rightly deserves. In opposition, Labor ridiculed thewill do so in the future. Sadly, the NIMBY syndrome is a
prospect of this facility being interstate. If they do not watchfactor that has been deeply involved with this issue, and |
their words and their decision-making process, | believe it idook forward to talking about it with the minister in the
a very real possibility. future.
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I would like to pay a number of tributes to those in somefacsimile went through successfully. My ministerial assistant
areas of the tourism industry, but time will beat me, so Idid not consider it necessary to hand deliver the release in
would just like to say that, apart from the magnificent peoplehose circumstances. It was only this morning that my
with whom | had the privilege to work over the years, | mustassistant saw my comments in the house on Monday and
say | was lucky to enjoy the best group of chief executives iradvised me of the true situation. | apologise to the house.
government. | pay tribute to their professionalism and
personal commitment, people such as Bill Spurr, Pieter ADDRESSIN REPLY
van der Hoeven, Pamela Del Nin, Belinda Dewhirst and
Andrew Daniels, and their very professional team of people. Debate resumed.

They all had talent and energy and an extraordinary commit- o . .
ment to the tourism industry. | know that their work will ~ TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Social Justice): In

boards who served all of those areas, and | look forward tg1ention, despite being a republican, how impressed | am with
working with them in the future. the inclusive nature that our Governor is displaying, her

There are a few congratulations | would like to run accessibility and also her dedication to social justice. That has

through, particularly to the new members who have joined u§hone through whenever | have met her at functions.
here. | want to offer special congratulations to my colleague | want to address this house on the election campaign. |
the member for Hartley. If one looks ltansard over the last  &m very proud to be the first member for Ashford, and I note
four years, he has been subjected to the most amazing abulat for the first time in 90 years the very old electorate of
cynicism and ridicule from members opposite. He showednley has been cutin half. The boundary is now Goodwood
them quite clearly that hard work and strong campaigningfzoad and the electorate of Ashford is on the western side of

over four years is rewarded, and | think he deserves extfg0odwood Road. | also note that the electorate of the
special congratulations. member for Unley (Mr Mark Brindal) is on the other side of

commitment to work tirelessly in the future for their elector- ¢losely to ensure that our area is well represented. We also
ate. | want to thank my electorate assistant, Angela Forgionghare a number of council areas, in particular the Unley
the work of the Liberal Party members, volunteers and-ouncil, and I am also privileged to have the West Torrens

and enthusiasm, and to my many friends for their constari€Present. I would like to comment on their cooperation and
and unwavering support. support with regard to services in the area for which they are

| would conclude my remarks by congratulating our"e€Sponsible.
Governor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, and pay tribute to her There are a number of people whom | want to acknow-
incredible community activities and energetic work overledge with regard to the Ashford election campaign, in
many decades. Her capacity to generate pride in personBrticular my electorate officer Lindy McAdam, who not only
achievement, always tempered with an amazing honesty ari@ the electorate office during the campaign and ensured that
humility, | am sure would break all sales records if there wagll the constituents were responded to and supported but also,
away to package it up and brand it, ‘South Australia: simplyin her own time, basically ran the campaign. | pay a tribute

the best. | support the motion for the adoption of the Addresé0 her and her expertise in what ended up being a very
in Reply. successful campaign in a marginal seat.

| also acknowledge the contribution of Melissa Nicolaou,
BAISE MOI Wendy Georganas, Geoff McCaw, Michael Kustermann, and
Louisa Sasopoulos, all of whom supported the campaign in
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek  their own time. | was also very much assisted by the Hon.
leave to make a personal explanation. Carolyn Pickles and the Hon. Anne Levy. | pay a tribute to
Leave granted. Carolyn for her support during the time that | have been in
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise to apologise to the this house and for her ongoing support in her retirement. |
house for an inadvertent misleading statement made duringish her well and hope that she has an opportunity perhaps

question time on Monday. to have more fun now that she is not a member of the
Members interjecting: Legislative Council.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will the Attorney- | had a very good campaign committee. Fortunately, my
General just withhold his remarks. The house will come tdriends are still my friends; they are very long suffering and
order so that we can hear the explanation. have continued to come to fundraising events. In fact, some

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: In answer to a question of them have paid me not to come to fundraising events, but
from the member for West Torrens concerning the Frenchve must have enough money to run what most members here
film Baise Moi, | indicated that | had sent one of my minister- would understand is a very expensive campaign—although
ial assistants on foot to deliver the decision of the Commonmaybe not by American standards. Certainly, however,
wealth Classification Review Board to the Palace Cinemdundraising is a priority for all of us.

That statement was not correct. What happened was that | had | also thank my family—in particular my long suffering
instructed my office to send a facsimile to the Palace Cinemhusband, Kevin Purse, who has not only to put up with the
attaching the review board’s media release notifying thevorkload that | think everyone here would understand is
result of theBaise Moi appeal. My office attempted to do that required to support an electorate but also the even higher
but had difficulty communicating with the Palace Cinema’slevel of work and commitment that is needed to do the job of
facsimile machine. My staff informed me of this, at which a minister. The rest of my family, also long suffering,
time | instructed my ministerial assistant to hand deliver thesupported my campaign. | was particularly grateful to my
media release to them. Directly after that conversation, oumother who unfortunately died just after the election but who
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was determined to help whenever she could, even when slang-time environmentalist myself, | am very pleased to
was in hospital. That was really beyond the call of duty, buknow there are quite a few others in the electorate. We have
| appreciate very much my mother and particularly my fatherequal opportunity campaigners and people who are trying to
and the rest of my brothers’ and sisters’ support, with theitook at infrastructure issues in the electorate, not the least of
families. | have made the choice to run again as a candidateshich are public education and transport. There are a number
and unfortunately they shouldered a lot of the responsibilityf inquiries at the electorate office in relation to these areas.
of supporting me in the campaign. | also receive a lot of correspondence from constituents on
| welcome to parliament all the new members on bothissues to do with asylum seekers and refugees. | am very
sides of the house. | hope they find the next four years asroud of the position and the views that have been coming
rewarding as | have found the past 4%2 years. | wish them wefbrward from the electorate. Another lobby group within the
and look forward to getting to know them better, particularlyelectorate is for drug law reform. Again, | see this as a very
some of the members on the other side, and working witlpositive aspect in the new electorate of Ashford.
them on as many projects as possible. | know that people get Ashford is still a marginal seat, so the positive thing about
annoyed with the term ‘bipartisan’, but on many occasionghat for me is that it will ensure that my attention will be very
there is an opportunity for members of this house to workmuch on the ball. | want to be the member for Ashford for not
together. only this term but also the next term. | think this will be
Having been a proud member of the Environmentensured not only because of my commitment but also because
Resources and Development Committee in the last term witthis is not a seat to be taken for granted. | think a number of
our Chairperson, the member for Schubert, lvan Venning, nembers in marginal seats see it as a badge of honour rather
feel very positive about some of the collaborative work thathan a negative position. Although, when the state electoral
can take place. Given some of the difficult issues that havboundaries are considered, | would prefer not having too
come up within this place, | have also been very impressethuch cut off, which is what happened to me last time when
with the amount of cooperation that has been shownlwas the member for Hanson—despite the fact that | had a
particularly by the women members of parliament. Inpositive win last time.
particular, the Hons Diana Laidlaw and Sandra Kanck have The issue about which | wish to talk in the Address in
been outstanding in the way in which they have worked wittReply is one which is being raised as a major issue, that is,
Labor women on women’s issues and equal opportunitgisruptive and anti-social tenants, as they are quite often
issues. It is a little known fact that the women in this placereferred to. People in this house would know there has been
often cooperate on a range of issues and get on quite wellalfair bit of media coverage recently noting the issue of anti-
thank them and certainly hope that the women in thisocial behaviour by some trust tenants. Unfortunately, there
chamber can continue that spirit of cooperation. have been negative comments about the trust's handling of
Ms Bedford interjecting: such tenancies. The Hon.Nick Xenophon in the other place
TheHon. SW. KEY: Especially the women who are in has asked the Statutory Authorities Review Committee to
the chamber at the moment. Yes, | must say that is very mudbok into the trust’s handling of complaints of disruptive and
noted. Probably because of my history in the trade uniomnti-social tenants. | do not have a problem with that, and |
movement but also because | have managed to work wittvas delighted to be advised that the new chairperson of the
them in my other life, | am absolutely delighted that theStatutory Authorities Review Committee is the Hon. Bob
members for Colton and Cheltenham are now on board. | alsBneath—again, another distinguished ex-trade unionist—who
make particular mention of the Hons Gail Gago and Johmwvill be enthusiastic to ensure that the committee not only
Gazzola and look forward to working closely with them onlooks at the issue but also comes up with recommendations,
progressive campaigns within this government. which | would be very pleased to hear about because this is
The election campaign was quite positive for me this timesuch a difficult problem.
Believe it or not, my opponent, Peter Panagaras, who was the As | said, | do not have a problem with the committee’s
liberal candidate, and Michelle Drummond, who was thdooking at this issue because living next door to a neighbour
Greens candidate, both worked to make sure that we hadveho makes your life a misery is not something one would
very positive campaign. No negative or personal propagandaish on anyone—even your political enemies. | think that
about candidates went out, and the other candidates—nahything the trust can do to improve this situation would be
exclusively, but mainly—abided by a very decent campaigna positive measure. As | said earlier, | am concerned that
I mention that, because for me it was a very difficult time,there has been undue focus on the practices of how the
because my mother was very ill and died after the electiofousing Trust deals with disruptive tenants. | think that the
campaign, and | felt | was getting support from the othemedia coverage, certainly recently, has reflected unduly on
candidates as well, who understood the emotional situatiopeople who live in trust accommodation.
I was in during that campaign. | thank them for that. | have met a lot of trust tenants in my time. When | was
The State Electoral Office was also very cooperative. Wen the Housing Trust board, | had a lot to do with this issue,
had to ask a number of questions about the operation of thghich is not an easy issue to resolve. | think that everyone
campaign, and it was very helpful and speedy in its repliespeeds to remember that just because someone is a so-called
so | thank it for that. | have come to know a number ofdisruptive or anti-social tenant does not necessarily mean they
organisations within the Ashford community, particularly in live in Housing Trust accommodation. As most members
the new part of the electorate, and | must say that | am verywould know, one does not have to live in trust accommoda-
impressed with the commitment from the different commun-+ion to be the neighbour from hell. That is not a prerequisite:
ity organisations, centres, sporting clubs, Neighbourhoodhany people in private tenancies and also people who own
Watch groups—and so the list goes on. their own properties are difficult neighbours.
I am very pleased to say that Ashford distinguishes itself ~Antisocial behaviour is a whole of community issue that
by having a number of environmentalists to ensure that bccurs, as | said, across tenancies—public and private, owner
understand the issues that they see as important; and beingrd rental. It is a complex issue and one that the trust cannot
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resolve in isolation; hence the fact that the Statutory Authoritensions and give all a fresh start. The trust recognises that
ties Committee will look into this issue is a positive step.the transfer may not always be successful, hence where a
What we need to do is develop sustainable solutions tdisruption of a serious or extreme nature subsequently occurs,
change the attitudes and assumptions of people who engageiction proceedings may be initiated by the trust.

in antisocial behaviour. The underlying causes of antisocial As members would know, the trust is subject to the
behaviour are complex and can take many different formgurisdiction of the Residential Tenancies Act 1995. The trust
There is evidence to suggest that antisocial behaviour is @nsiders eviction as a last resort and will generally only raise
consequence of broader issues such as social exclusion aglaction for eviction where all other attempts have failed. In
marginalisation from economic and social activity arising2000-01, 17 actions for eviction for difficult and disruptive
from, for example, long-term unemployment, health prob-behaviour were raised by the trust. All 17 were upheld and
lems, substance abuse and so on. there were evictions.

Unfortunately, the policies of the federal governmenthave  The tryst does not necessarily wish to promote an increase
not been helpful in this area and have created added pressufggne use of eviction to tackle antisocial behaviour. The trust
for the state housing authorities, in my view. The implemensecognises that the effective use of procedures and preventa-
tation of housing reforms in 2000 and the consequentigjye action can and does stop antisocial behaviour. However,
targeting of social housing to people in greatest need has segf tryst is aware of the stress imposed on neighbourhoods by
adramatic increase in the demand for Housing Trust serviCegyrious or persistent antisocial behaviour. In these circum-
by people with complex or multiple needs who constantlysiances, and where the perpetrators refuse to change their
encounter social exclusion. What | am really saying is thapehayiour, eviction is seen as the most appropriate response.
often the Housing Trust has had to pick up the responsibilitiegypile the trust uses eviction as the last resort, an interested
associated with a whole lot of other systems and policyerson may make an application under section 90 of the act
mismanagement. That is, if you have a problem in Soutl termination of a tenancy direct to the tribunal. Eviction
Australia, where do you go? You go to the Housing Trust angyroceedings initiated by tenants or private individuals have
the Housing Trust officers, despite having the responsibility,yeraged around 25 per annum. However, this financial year
for shelter and accommodation, also end up having to sort oghis number has shown an increase, with approximately
awhole lot of other—what these days is termed very nicely—s cases being taken to the tribunal.

complex neeoyls, complex ISSUEs. . . As one responds to the issues arising from housing’s more
In the trust's experience, difficult and disruptive tenancy,

laints fall into th - i o first. mi mplex needs, especially with regard to disruptive and

S?Tp ﬁmnswﬁi r:r;nol dreeT\n)alP rca (ra]g(i)nes.n d'{f" nr11|n_or ntisocial behaviour, the trust has been developing a range of

sruption, which Includes 1V, stereo nga € one Of;Erevention and early intervention demonstration projects and
neighbourhood dispute such as parties; secondly, mo

f ¢ ted di " h bated d rategies to address the issues. Through these projects, the
requent repeated disruption such as unabated dOmeshg o conjunction with a range of other agencies, has been

disputes and harassment, regular bizarre or frlghtenln\‘;;!/orking intensively with high risk tenancies to address

behawour and repegted .dlsruptl.ve. parties; and,_ th'r.dlyantisocial behaviour. These intensive management models
serious or extreme dlSI’uptI.OI’l. This is deflrjed as sﬁuaﬂongave had a dramatic effect on reducing some of the major
where there is actual physical danger or risk to safety an sues regarding difficult and disruptive behaviour.

health. I know that as members of this house we have . .
received complaints about all those issues. In fact, lWOUld?ﬁ The government, through the trust, is also looking at

surprised if there is any member in this house who has n aving an internal review of the Diffiqult and Disruptive
enants Policy and Procedures. A steering group has been set

received at least one of those categories of complaint. e ;
9 P %p, which includes tenant representation, and has been

The point we need to remember is that the number of tru d to develop strateai d dations to add
tenants engaging in antisocial behaviour at any one time {$/1€d (0 GVeIop Stralégies and recommendations 1o address

relatively small, but their activities have a disproportionate o.th those tenancies at .”Sk. and ISsues impacting on
effect on the quality of other tenants’ lives. While accuratene'ghbours, affected by antisocial behgwour.
data on the number of serious disputes at any one time is not We believe that the most effective way to address
currently available, a recent internal study over a two-weel@ntisocial behaviour may well be controversial, and therefore
period on how Housing Trust managers spend their timdhere is considerable debate within the housing arenato work
indicated that around 200 disruptive tenancy complaints ar@ut the best way to proceed. As part of the trust review, the
handled around the state each week. With aroundovernmentis looking at different strategies, things that have
50 000 ongoing tenancies, this translates to 0.4 per cent of aforked in the past, preventative strategies and, as | said, early
tenancies. It should be noted that some of these 200 would Batervention and enforcement strategies designed to encour-
repeat complaints. age and enfo_rce good behawour._ Brlefly, I will outline some
When dealing with neighbourhood disputes and antisocid?f the strategies the government is looking at. Some of them
behaviour, the Housing Trust works in accordance with itgn@ke good sense and have been in place for a while but |
difficult and disruptive tenancies policies and proceduresguess the emphasis has changed slightly. They are as follows:
Where the trust is aware of disputes arising, or there is an Appropriate allocation of tenancies including pre-
ongoing dispute between tenants or between a tenant and allocation interviews. This practice is already in place for
member of the public, every effort is made by the trust to  walkup flat groups and category 1 applicants and will be
have the matter resolved through negotiation between the progressively extended to other property types, subject to
parties. In more serious cases of continuing conflict or resource constraints.
dispute, consideration can be given to transferring tenants to Development of further training for staff to ensure that
alternative accommodation as an alternative to eviction. trust staff are able to able to respond effectively to report
There is a general presumption that it is not appropriate to antisocial behaviour by quickly and formally acknowledg-
deal with problems of antisocial behaviour by moving the ing and investigating the complaint and initiating appro-
perpetrator. However, this strategy can diffuse the immediate priate responses.
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Encouraging the use of independent mediation service®bviously, members of the Legislative Council will be
where appropriate and considering strategies to increasevited also. | have asked the housing portfolio staff to put
community understanding and acceptance of the role thabgether a package to assist electorate officers in particular

those community mediators can play. when they have people ringing or coming in with housing
Engaging external bodies to support difficult and antisoci{problems, so that we can make sure that at least all House of
al tenancies. Assembly members (and, as | said, | am not excluding the

Requiring the provision of evidence of a successfulLegislative Council from this) have information at their
tenancy in the private rental market, for example, dingertips about how they can get immediate support and
reference from a previous landlord when consideringnformation.
applications for rehousing for tenants previously evicted Certainly, if members are in the same situation that | have
for antisocial behaviour. been in a number of times where someone has been sleeping
Linking tenancies at risk wherever possible to supportedh their car for two weeks because they have had nowhere to
tenancy projects where appropriate, intensive support igo, we can try to have an immediate response available to the
received. front-line people in our electorate offices, and also the
Rehousing of tenants previously evicted for antisociainembers themselves. This is something that will be intro-
behaviour to be conditional on participating in caseduced shortly, and | hope that members of this house, in
management and linking with other support serviceparticular, take up that invitation and, as the housing minister,
providers, together with limited tenure duration and regud can make sure that your staff in your electorate offices and
lar review. you as members not only have that information but have that
The emphasis has really been, probably unfairly, on Housingupport.
Trust tenants in the traditional way in which we understand
them. | think we also need to think about the fact that new Mr McEWEN (Mount Gambier): | rise to support the
forms of housing have now been negotiated, one of thermotion to adopt the Address in Reply. In so doing, | think |
being the very successful community housing area and alsgill do something quite novel: | will actually refer to the
the fact that we now have a separate aboriginal housingddress in Reply. | know that members in this place might
authority, which is trying to deal with issues for indigenousbe surprised—I doubt whether many of them have referred
people and make sure that the appropriate supports and tygeghe speech of Her Excellency Marjorie Jackson-Nelson. In
of housing are available. We also have now a number ofeferring to the speech of the Governor, | guess | can say, on
organisations that get their support and impetus from norehalf of all South Australians, that we have another great
government areas. Governor. In recent times we have been blessed with our
So, a mixture of housing is available, although there iggovernors, who have managed to combine their official duties
certainly not enough. We know that there are at least 700®ith their personalities and bring to the job something
people sleeping rough each night in the state, and | think thajpecial. Certainly, our present Governor (fjust call me Marj’,
is a disgraceful statistic. Also, we have more and more peoples she said when she recently toured the hospital in my seat)
who are being deinstitutionalised, and | believe quite rightlyendeared herself immediately to the people of my electorate,
but we do not have enough support in place to make sure thas | know she has to the whole state.
those people do have the sort of supervision or support and | return to the Governor’s speech to open the second
organisational skills to enable them actually to operate asession of the 50th parliament. It talked about a state free of
independent people. national nuclear waste dumps. | know we all have a vision
This is a serious issue: disruptive tenancies are somethirihat we must look after our own waste and that we do not
that | view as important. However, we need to put the wholewish to look after someone else’s. When we consider that
issue into context. When we look at the number of knowrguestion, we ought to ask ourselves: who are we; could we
disruptive tenancies just in the housing area itself, | think théake that same position, as local councils, and say that we
media is over-exaggerating the contribution of Housing Truswish to look after only our own waste and not that of the
or social housing people in that statistic. state? It would be an interesting approach if the people of
The fact remains that evicting people is a solution in theCoober Pedy took that view of the world. Equally, as a state
short term, but where are those people supposed to ggovernment, we say: we will look after our own waste and
accommodation from after that? From my point of view, asnot the national waste. It is a view of the world.
the housing minister, we also have a responsibility as a If we take that view, we might also like to ask ourselves:
government of making sure that we do not have peopl&hat should we do if waste is generated as a consequence of
sleeping rough and that we do not continue to have peoplkomething else we do? We mine significant amounts of
sleeping in the West Terrace Cemetery. Last night, fouranium in this state, and | hope that during the debate we ask
example, there would have been probably about 60 peoplaurselves: will we accept back some of the waste that is
sleeping in the cemetery—I do not know how they wentcreated because of a product we provide to the rest of the
because the rains have started to come in now—and we alg@rld? | think there will be some interesting debate around
have a number of people who sleep in the streets of Adelaid#)at issue that is on the agenda for this 50th parliament.
not to mention the parkland area. Equally obviously, the Murray River is on the agenda. The
So, this is a big issue. Disruptive tenants are not accepMurray is a significant issue for us all, and | know that some
able. | do not want to see people suffering from antisociaprogress is being made—or | thought that some progress was
behaviour by their neighbours, but we must put the issue intbeing made until | saw the federal budget on Tuesday. We
context. | want to make sure that members in this house begailk about better hospitals and, again, health is a significant
in mind the comments | have made. issue. Honesty and accountability in government is alluded
The other initiative that | should mention in closing is thatto, and we have already seen the bills that relate to those
I will be introducing seminars for House of Assembly issues. | hope that no-one, in looking at the honesty and
members particularly, but also for their electorate staffaccountability bills, thinks that previously governments have
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been dishonest. | hope that they read more into it—the factystem. The branding might just be part of the times, but what
that we need to write tighter guidelines around our responsidnderlines it is that it is something that we must do. We do
bilities in this place and the protections we need for ourselveseed to step further back and ask some more fundamental
and the assurances we need to give the state when w@estions about health provision before we move forward in
deliberate on matters. None of us should ever be placed in ttegain debating solutions.
position of having to compromise ourselves when deliberat- | often think that when we come to a difficult problem we
ing on matters that are in the best interests of the state. tend either to keep on running into it or to try to find ways to
Certainly, economic development was referred to in thgust climb over it, rather than reversing far enough and asking
speech, and the success of Mitsubishi, in particular, and gurselves: what is the blockage? What actually is the
was good to see the Premier of the day acknowledging in ehallenge? Hopefully a generational review of the health
bipartisan way the good work that the Olsen government haslystem will do that. The health and community services
done in the lead-up to that successful outcome for all Soutbmbudsman was an issue in the last parliament—certainly the
Australians. then shadow minister for human services was very keen on
The speech refers to the extension of the role of then ombudsman who might address a number of issues in the
Ombudsman. There are a number of questions there—anldealth area. | notice now that that concept has been somewhat
Mr Acting Speaker, | know that you in this chamber in the expanded.
past have spent some time on that very issue. You and | will We know that there will be amendments to the Education
both look forward to the legislation that underpins thatAct 1972 to increase the school leaving age to 16. Again, we
promise and see whether it stands up to scrutiny. Disclosutgave to make sure when we delve into this that we know what
of family trusts, being an essential part of the disclosures nate are talking about and are not just trying to claim some
only of ministers but of all members, might pose a challenggopulist moral high ground. There are over 20 000 15-year-
for some people who have arranged their affairs in such alds in South Australia and over 95 per cent of them are in
way that the way in which they do business is not immediateschool—or 97 per cent, the shadow minister tells me,
ly obvious to all concerned. although the department that he previously presided over said
The speech goes on to talk about the appointment of th@5; we might have that debate later. But the important figure
mining businessman Robert Champion de Crespigny. Whas that there are only something like 300 or 400 15 to 16-year-
a good selection that was, along with a number of others. Iblds in South Australia who are not in school or TAFE or
was interesting to see that Stephen Baker has been givemark.
role by the present government. Again, that is a good choice. So, when we start addressing this bill, we need to under-
The government has looked beyond its immediate ideologicaitand that, although it is important, and we need to have some
background to choose people best able to assist it to providstions within schools or in some other way, we are dealing
advice on a number of fronts. with a very small number of people. We could almost look
The speech talks about an essential services commissia applying an individual analysis to the issue, rather than
to protect the long-term interests of South Australianclaiming some moral high ground and saying that everybody
consumers with regard to price, quality and reliability ofshould be in school until they are 16 and we are going to
electricity. What an interesting challenge for us all. Inmake that compulsory. Most people choose, anyway, to be
privatising our assets, along with adopting the nationaln school, in TAFE or some other training program or in
electricity market—the second decision we had no choice imork.
and the first was, to my mind, a spurious decision of the 49th  As to other matters, we talk about a tough stance on law
Parliament—we created a private monopoly. And we nowand order, and it was great to see the stance taken in relation
find that we need to look carefully to an essential serviceo overturning a Parole Board recommendation. People still
commission to protect ourselves from a private monopolydo not understand sentencing generally. When they see
providing an essential service. someone fined a significant amount of money for sneezing
It was greatin theory, but in practice all you end up doingon a policeman and on the same day read about two young
is capitalising the profits and socialising the losses. So we dpeople getting a slap on the wrist for burning down a church,
have a challenge in front of us, and the challenge will becom#&n the surface’, they say, ‘it doesn’t seem right.” If we go
immediately obvious to all of us on 1 January next year wheack and read the judgments we might find that there are
the last tranche of contestability in the electricity market facesircumstances behind what we see on the surface, but people
the mum and dad consumers, because from that point on thelp not go back and read the judgments.
are going to be exposed to the full forces of a private People make assumptions from what they read in the
monopoly. | am delighted to see that we are to put in placgeneric daily press and, from what people read this morning,
some checks and balances through an essential servidbgy would again have said ‘There’'s something rotten: it
commission. doesn’t seem to be consistent.’ So, it will be great if not only
Other matters in the speech refer to reducing energy costio we have guidelines for sentencing but also that people are
across the state. In having this debate we all have to recognisgvare of the guidelines and how they are to be applied. | can
that there are supply-side and demand-side issues witlee that there is a use for what is referred to in the speech, and
electricity. | notice that was done when somebody suggestddook forward to seeing more about it.
a lot of money could be saved through looking at power |was delighted that the Governor told us that her govern-
usage in government buildings. We all need to look at botiment will not privatise any more South Australian govern-
the supply-side and the demand-side as we now move intoraent assets. There is a very good reason why it will not do
totally contestable market for electricity; so there are soméhat: there ain’t none left! That is a pretty easy one to honour.
good issues there. Nor do | think that the government will be actually nationalis-
I love the generational review. Everybody is doing theming any of them in the short term. But we will need to ask
now. We have just had federal generational reviews and wgsome time in the future whether or not essential services can
are having a generational review in relation to the healttbe delivered in private monopoly situations.
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This will be a challenge around the world, because whahis patch of ground in the ocean because he is being held up.
we tend to do is overcompensate, and this whole debate iDecisions should been made, and we need to move on.
recent times (around the world, | believe) has moved too far In relation to bovine Johne’s disease (BJD), | have already
in one direction and we will again need to find some accepthad the opportunity to talk to the minister. BJD is a signifi-
able middle ground. There is a combination of privatecant challenge, and we need to totally change our policy
enterprise and government services in a truly balancesettings in relation to it. The days of dreaming that it can be
economy, and we have to keep on trying to find where thag¢radicated are absolutely crazy, and a department that sets
point is, the key word of course being ‘balanced’. Talkingabout eradicating it does no more than impact significantly
about balance, it is great to see that we will have an interen the social and economic lives of individuals caught in the
national film festival and WOMAD, because we do need tarap. It does nothing in terms of a cross-industry disease
bring some culture into our lives. | am often told that | needmanagement strategy. The way we have addressed thatissue
to bring a lot of culture into my life. is appalling. It has been sad to see the families destroyed. |

I am a little concerned about some of the comments thdbok forward to the present minister going beyond the chief
have been made about the Office of Regional Developmemet in terms of setting what is a sensible policy framework.
and a lack of understanding, | think, about the presentam looking forward to that challenge.
partnership between state and local government in regional | would like to raise a couple of other matters to do with
development boards. | recently heard a member of thenvironment protection. | like the notion of a whole-of-
government saying that he wished to consult local governgovernment approach to environment protection. It is great
ment in terms of regional development boards and theito see that we will have the River Murray act. Finally, the
strategic plans. Governor’s speech refers to minimising the harmful effects

The fact of the matter is that local government, inof gambling. The key word is ‘gambling’. Everybody seems
partnership with state government, funds regional developo use the words ‘gambling’ and ‘poker machines’ synony-
ment boards and is very much part, proactively, of themously. There are many forms of gambling, and we have to
process of writing their strategic plans. They actually ownlearn to manage the downside of gambling which, to many
them, and the service provider, on behalf of the partnershigpeople, is a legitimate form of recreation.
is the regional development boards and economic develop- One matter which was not mentioned in the speech but
ment boards. So, let us not try to rewrite history and suggesthich has been widely canvassed is the Drugs Summit. That
that these boards have taken on a life of their own and are natill be a very useful stepping off point for a broad-ranging
consulting the key stakeholders. They are consulting their kegiebate on issues relating to drugs, the community, society,
stakeholders and, what is more, are accountable to thethe economy, and so on. This morning | was interviewed on
through regular reporting and through annual reports. radio, and | felt that the two people interviewing me were

| am pleased to see that community cabinets have bedreing somewhat flippant about this whole matter. | described
embraced by the Rann government. More than that, | arthe stepping off point for this debate as dropping a pebble
delighted to be able to welcome the community cabinet tonto a pond and allowing it to ripple out. That is the approach
Mount Gambier on the 24th of this month. On the nextwe must take.
morning, the 25th, they will journey to Penola to have their  The Premier has chosen amphetamines as the pebble in the
cabinet meeting. | am delighted that they will be spendingond, the starting point. That will allow this to ripple and
their time in meetings in Penola, because | much prefecascade out as we build on issues around that. It does not
having access to them when they are in Mount Gambier. allow any particular groups to bring a strident, preconceived

Importantly, when we visit communities like this, we must position to the debate. It is a much better way to go. As long
be accessible. You do not go into a community to go behinés we do not then manipulate the debate but genuinely allow
closed doors to have a meeting, and they are certainly ndtto ripple out, we will pool the collective wisdom of so
doing that. I think that a lot of planning has gone into this.many people who are directly or indirectly affected by the
The grant council, the City of Mount Gambier and | haveissue, and we will have a good outcome. However, when |
enthusiastically embraced the fact that we have most of thigied to describe it like that, | got some smart-arse remark
cabinet ministers in Mount Gambier and can put suggestiorsbout Jonathan Livingstone Seagull. | said to the two people
to them as to the constructive things we might be able to dooncerned, ‘Please be more serious about this.” This is not an
while they are there. issue to be flippant about. This is a very important issue for

Unfortunately, because of other commitments, a couplall South Australians. The Governor talked about a vision for
of ministers will not be able to make the journey at that timeSouth Australia, and a key plank in that vision will be the
so, equally, | have been able to say to them, ‘We would likevay we deal with drugs.
you to come at another time, sooner rather than later, and here | want to touch briefly on my electorate. As | said in my
are some of the things we would like to do.” And | have beemomination for the position of Speaker, we come to this place
very impressed with the way the ministers have taken thataving one collective role. The 47 of us have a collective
on—as did, | might add, the Olsen government. It actuallyresponsibility in terms of the stewardship of the state.
moved around the state and did that part of its job very wellEqually, the 47 of us have specific responsibilities in terms
We must be free and open in terms of regular contact. of the electorates we are privileged to serve. One of the key

Under ‘Agriculture, Food and Fisheries’, the Governorissues in my electorate is being accessible. So | can tell the
talked about a number of issues, particularly the Aquaculturbouse that spending four days in this place and three nights
Bill, which is long overdue. We must put a legislative away from my family does not make me accessible. | want
framework around that emerging industry. Without it, we will us to rethink the 69 days or whatever other number we have
not necessarily move forward in a sustainable way, andreamt up. Quite frankly, the stepping off point is: why are
equally we will frustrate present business investment. | haveve here? We are here for a number of very good reasons. One
been working with an individual who has committed overis to scrutinise the government of the day on a regular basis,
$1 million to aquaculture, but he still has not got his pens irto the put the blow torch to their bums regularly, and also to
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deal with legislation as required; but not to sit around hereas a fair entry for people at the retail and distribution end.
wasting day and night away from our electorates and ouNow, call it a terminal gate price, call it anything else you
families. Please rethink the question back from the firstike, but it must be a fair, open price. Downstream profits or
principles. The first question is: why we are here? The nextiownstream losses should not be cross-subsided.
guestion is: how long do we need to be here? We then have In addition, discounting below the wholesale price should
to design a program around that—not dream up some numbaot be permitted. Although the ACCC may say such legisla-
and then come and sit here, wasting our time and the state®n is not possible, the Taxation Commissioner will say that
resources to satisfy some sit-in. it is not a legitimate business; if you are setting out to make

We would need clearly to articulate the role, function,a loss, it is not a legitimate business. So, | think there is a
service profile and source of funding for hospitals. One of myehicle to achieve that objective.
delights with the present government is that, administratively, | mentioned BJD earlier, and that was one of my promises.
they have made some good decisions quickly: they have gatle need to fix that up. | mentioned also our Catchment
on with the job. They do not seem yet to have some of thiManagement Board. We need to address a number of issues
baggage that comes with being in government for some timavith regard to water allocation, and then move on in terms of
Minister Stevens has moved quickly in recognising that theatchment boards. Again, | have had productive discussions
Mount Gambier Hospital must be a regional hospitalwith Minister Hill about that, and | am delighted with the way
rewriting the service profiles around that function and puttingn which he is moving.
in place the author of the report to steer the necessary Something that is more a federal issue—and again | am
changes. What a great thing to do—to say to the author of théisgusted that it has not been picked up in the federal
report, ‘Now, go and put the rubber on the road.’ | will be budget—is that a two-tiered society is being created by
looking forward to Tom Neilsen taking up his regional CEO’s denying the children of many country families the opportuni-
job and implementing that report. ty to enter tertiary education simply because it is no longer

I mentioned escalating public risk insurance, and | do nogffordable. If you have to relocate a child away from home
believe that, as yet, we have found answers to this probleno provide them with the opportunity to access tertiary
but we must do so soon, because more and more smaltucation it will cost you about $1 000 a montbh; if you have
businesses, community groups and voluntary recreationalvo children it will cost $2 000 a month. Many country
bodies will collapse by the end of next month because thefamilies cannot possibly afford $2 000 a month. | have people
will not be able to pay the public risk insurance for the nextin their 50s remortgaging their homes to try to find the money
12 months. to educate their children or saying to the second and subse-

The Limestone Coast rail group is faced with a bill of well quent children, ‘Sorry, but until the first child who is at
over $20 000 next year just to run their small tourist train.university has completed their studies, you will have to stay
However, they cannot do it. Others are now receiving letterat home.’ It is a significant issue. We must find ways to
stating, ‘We have been your insurer. We are just advising yosupport our young people who need to move away from home
in advance that—and I think the language of the insurancéo take tertiary education opportunities.
company is ‘we have reviewed our indemnity profile and will | talked about my continued responsibility to maintain
no longer be offering this service.” So, there are those in theslationships with local government. | see as a key part of my
marketplace now who will not even be provided with aresponsibility as a state member of parliament the need to
service at all. It will be difficult. work closely with local government, as constructive out-

I said | would look at either gaining government supportcomes come by working closely with it and meeting regular-
or introducing a private member’s bill on third party property ly. All members need to re-engage local government if they
for motor vehicles. | am seeing too many examples nowhave lost contact. A lot can be gained by working more
where one party is being unduly affected by another damagslosely with it.
ing their property in some way, and they are unable to seek The last thing | said was that | wished to move cautiously
any damages or support to make good the damage. on marine protected areas. Sometimes what looks like a good

I would like us to move forward on the Select Committeeidea can have a lot of unintended consequences, and | want
on Petrol, Diesel and LPG Pricing. The Premier early on irto move cautiously on it.
this government made a couple of observations about the The Hon. SW. Key interjecting:

Western Australian situation. So, | took the opportunity to  Mr McEWEN: | have been very impressed with the new
brief him on the findings of the select committee to date andninister in that he is seeking first to understand. | laughed
also to provide to him a draft bill which | had prepared andwhen | read my maiden speech of four years ago: talk about
which I will introduce in my own name if | cannot convince high on ideology and low on practice! | am delighted with
the government to do so. The biggest problem with petrol isnany of the new ministers. The Minister for Local Govern-
not the price we pay: without tax, we have the cheapest petrohent has taken the opportunity with me, as | will bet he has
price in the OECD, and with tax it is the second cheapestith many others, to seek first to understand, to gather facts
price of petrol in the OECD. So, the stepping-off point is toaround the environment before he moves forward. | am
recognise that our fuel costs are not high compared to otherdelighted to see the way he has done that.

But the thing that gets up everybody’s nose is the enor- A couple of issues are yet to be addressed. One is the sad
mous fluctuations in the price cycle. There is discounting atlecision that we may be denied a gas pipeline from Victoria
some times in the cycle below wholesale price, and it isnto Adelaide through the South-East, because there seems
picked up somewhere else in the price cycle, or it is crossto be the opportunity now for the Duke Energy proposal to
discounted between country and city, and country people atering a gas pipeline to the South-East. An open access
cross-subsidising the bottom end of the discounting cycle ipipeline has been lost. | have asked present minister Wright
the city. Legislation needs to be brought in to achieve twdo, please, once and for all, make a decision about the rail
things: there must be a clear separation within verticallyissue. My community is at the point where it does not care
integrated industries, and there must be a point at which therghat decision is made and it is now saying that any decision
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is better than no decision. This decision has been left up inf the Australian Government Workers’ Association, a role
the air for too long. We standardise to the north, to the easin which he was supported by my grandfather, Mervyn Coad.
we do both or we do nothing, but, please, make a decision daongratulate the Speaker on his election to high office, and
we can move on because those assets have other uses if wete his commitment to the restoration of standards in this
are not going to use them for rail. Leaving them idle is justhouse. If this can contribute to some restoration of faith in the
continually denying growth opportunities for the community. political process, he will have done a great service to this
Please make a decision. state. | also congratulate the Deputy Speaker and thank him
I have also raised issues to do with heavy vehicle movefor his kind words of advice.
ments and freight vehicle studies and | know the minister will | congratulate all newly elected members, especially those
take them up. We have a ridiculous situation where we havsitting on this side of the house, the member for Adelaide, the
seven families whose only residence is what is called anember for Enfield and the member for Colton; and my
‘shack’ and people are saying that they must vacate th&giends and colleagues in another place, the Hon. Gail Gago
shacks. What to some people is a shack to other people &d the Hon. John Gazzola. | particularly thank the electors
their only home, and we will not start evicting people from of Cheltenham for choosing the ALP to represent them again
their homes. We need to make a decision at Cape Douglas that district. To my campaigh team—my campaign
about giving life tenancy to the present residents and aftenanager Colleen Ross, Julie Duncan, Tolly Wasylenko, Mike
that asking the question, ‘What do we now wish to do withPetrovski, Sharon Howe, Colin Brett, Shaughan Abbott, Sue
these assets?’ That is a matter | started raising 2% years aBalde and Peter Feind, and so many others who worked so
and to date | have not had a single response. | do not say thiaérd to ensure that Labor was returned to Cheltenham—I
I have not had an acceptable response—I have not had aextend my heartfelt thanks.
response on how we will deal with the issue. | also extend my gratitude to the Australian Labor Party
The last issue | raise is that of neighbourhood developfor choosing me as its representative. | honour the service of
ment officers. | am delighted that the previous governmenthe former member for Price, Murray Delaine, who represent-
acknowledged that we need to work with communities seed the district diligently for the last 16 years. | thank my
they can describe their own richly imagined futures. To dccolleagues for their support for my becoming a minister in
that in the east end of Mount Gambier, a Housing Trust aredhis new government, and | am humbled by their confidence
we have been able to gain the funding of a neighbourhooth me. | am pleased—and, Mr Acting Speaker, you will
development officer, who will now put in a local school, appreciate this—to join another select group in this house,
because the school is the hub of the community. namely, the Henley High School Old Scholars. Members
The Education Department has a lot of difficulty becausénclude you, Mr Acting Speaker, the member for Enfield, the
it thinks the school belongs to it, but it belongs to all of us,member for Colton and, interestingly, the member for Bright.
as do all the assets. Do you know what we are going to do? In fact, the member for Colton was my football coach at
We are going to reclaim the school! We will not reclaim it high school. To this day he will be heard to say that he has
from the local staff, as they understand the responsibility, butever seen a slower footballer. | also form part of a less select
we will reclaim it from the bureaucracy and rebadge it,group, certainly less popular, if one believes the press and the
because not only do kids come to schools but also the munpgopaganda, and that is the group of lawyers. In fact, the
and dads come in the mornings and afternoons and they wamember for Heysen and | once worked together in a law firm,
to not only contribute to the educational growth of theirand | hope that we can find ways of working together in this
children but also there may be some spin off for themselvesglace.
so we will reclaim the school as a way to build a new My values have been shaped by many influences. The first
community. It will be a great challenge, and | know that theand most significant is my mother, who is a devout Christian
minister intends to make an announcement when he visif the Anglican faith. She taught me the Christian value of
Mount Gambier next week. treating others as you would want them to treat you. My
Time expired. father had a religion of a different sort: the trade union
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Hanna): Before calling movement. He taught me to listen to people. | remember
the Hon. Jay Weatherill, Minister for Local Government, | travelling on country trips in school holidays. We would call
remind members that this is the minister’s first speech, anth at country hospitals and we would sit for hours, chatting
| would therefore ask, as is the custom of the house, that H@ the ladies. They would come in and serve us tea and cake
be heard in silence. The Minister for Local Government. and, just before it was over, dad would go through his usual
ritual of saying, ‘Well, are you prepared to join the union this
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban  time?’ They would all shake their heads and we would be on
Development and Planning): | support the motion for the our way.
adoption of the Address in Reply to Her Excellency’s speech He explained to me later that these were the wives of
opening the second session of the 50th parliament. We afarmers and that it would take some time to persuade them
well served by a Governor who is distinguished by herto join the union. Another time we visited an EWS depot, and
friendly and approachable nature. | was fortunate enough twe sat there for what seemed like an age. The man we talked
be present at the state dinner celebrating her appointment atawldid not seem to be saying anything of substance for what
observed the moving tribute that she paid to those who wereeemed like forever. Eventually, he started talking and, after
important in her life. It was also good to see the Governor'ave left, | asked my father, ‘Why did you we have to sit there
staff there and their obvious pleasure in serving her. | note thfar so long?’ He explained to me that these people have not
passing of the Queen Mother, former members of thiseen anyone for months and that we had to give them time to
chamber and | honour their service. think about what is worrying them.
| particularly note the passing of Ralph Jacobi, the former Another important influence on my career was John
federal member for Hawker. Of particular note is Ralph’sLewin. John was a senior industrial officer at the Australian
long and distinguished service as an official, then secretaryforkers Union, where | began work experience. John shaped
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my early development as an advocate. He also taught nsate seat of Cheltenham as a group of communities. The
many political lessons. His most important was to show mesuburbs of Pennington, Woodville Park and Athol Park form
the power of ideas and how they shape events. He taught npart of what has become known as The Parks. The suburbs
that there was never any disadvantage to be suffered lnf Alberton, Cheltenham, Queenstown and Rosewater regard
advocating good public policy. Even if it is unpopular, peoplethemselves as part of the Port.

will still return to it. The Hon. P.F. Conlon: God’s country.

Penny Wong, a recently elected senator for South TheHon.J.W.WEATHERILL: God’s country, as the
Australia, taught me that, for women, difference is oftenmember for Elder reminds us. The suburbs of Woodville,
turned into disadvantage and that men have to understand tiidoodville South, Woodville West and Findon have histori-
role they play in this. | also mention Mark Butler, the cally held a closer association with the old, separate and
Secretary of the Miscellaneous Workers Union, a union oflistinct village of Woodville. The suburbs of Royal Park,
which | am proud to be a member. Mark possesses bot8eaton, Hendon and Albert Park also have their own charac-
intelligence and honour. He and his union, the union fotter. Industrial Labor has not only shaped the physical features
which my father worked, are entitled to be treated with moreof these suburbs, it has also shaped the values of its people.
respect than they receive in the popular press and certainijhose values include looking after one another, believing that
more respect than they have received in recent contributiongu are better than no-one but just as good as anyone,
to this house. Our government will respect that union andnowing the difference between right and wrong, and being
other unions, not because they are affiliated to the Labaostraight with yourself and those around you. These are values
Party, but because they are democratic institutions committettiat are passed down through families and are shared by the
to the protection of the welfare of tens of thousands of Soutkommunity, and they are good values.

Australian workers. But the old certainties of industrial life are no longer

I turn now to Patrick Conlon. Many in this house haveavailable. A job is no longer for the asking. The jobs that are
come to appreciate (perhaps that is the wrong word) oavailable bear little resemblance to the jobs that were
certainly have come to know, his prodigious talents. He haformerly available. The new jobs are not necessarily as secure
taught me an important political lesson: he has taught me tas the old jobs. It must be said that many people in the
have the courage to be honest. Senator Nick Bolkus has beetectorate of Cheltenham are inadequately equipped to take
a source of wise guidance, advice and support. | also notgp the opportunities presented by a post industrial economy.
Stephen Lieschke, my legal partner, with whom | am proudVe in the Labor Party have always understood the crucial
to have established a Labor law firm. | am very proud of thatole that finding a job plays in someone’s life. More than
firm, its work and its commitment to working for less sustaining a family, it restores dignity to an individual and
fortunate South Australians. | miss those with whom lhelps shape, build and maintain communities.
worked there, especially my secretary Pat, who had the Our central public policy objective remains the provision
difficult task of juggling the balance between my being aof secure work for all who are able to work. It is fair to say
lawyer and a candidate over the last few years. My greatesiat over the years no clear vision has been articulated for the
regret is that | will no longer be working as closely with people who live in the suburbs which comprise the electorate
Stephen. Stephen represents the very best the legal profess@nCheltenham. Certainly a solution does not lie in waste
has to offer. He is intelligent and gentle but a fierce advocatdumps or carving up what little open space exists and using
for his clients. it for further industrial development. The transition from

One person | wish to mention is no longer with us, asuburbs dominated by the industrial past to suburbs reflecting
former industrial officer with the Australian Workers Union, a post industrial character is under way, but it will not be
Andrew Knox. Andrew died in the World Trade Centre on effective without the guidance of good public policy. This is
11 September. He was destined for a career in politics. Ha fundamental challenge for good urban planning and
had an unshakeable optimism. In one of his last communicatevelopment, and | am pleased that my portfolio responsibili-
tions with me he spoke of his high hopes for me in parlia-ties will afford me the opportunity to tackle these issues, not
ment. | hope that | live up to his expectations. Finally, lonly in Cheltenham but in other areas of need in South
would like to mention my wife Melissa. Without her, all of Australia.
this would mean very little. In my view, Cheltenham has a vibrant and productive

The privilege each of us enjoys through our election to thiguture, but only if we address a number of key areas. First, we
office can be contrasted with the hardships of many of thosenust build a stronger connection between it and the historical
who live in the state district of Cheltenham. Many speak littleport and peninsula and the wonderful natural environment
or no English; 28.6 per cent of them were born overseaghat it offers, recognising that tourist and service industry
25 per cent of household incomes earn less than $400 pepportunities must be developed in those precincts. The
week; many have limited schooling; and 79 per cent have needevelopment of the north-west transport corridor provides
tertiary qualifications. Disturbingly, of those aged overan exciting opportunity to open up the port and regenerate
15 years, 22 per cent either have had no schooling or lefturrounding suburbs.
school by the time they were 14 years of age. That is nearly Secondly, we must recognise and develop the enormous
double the state average. Approximately 14 per cent aremployment generating potential of the Queen Elizabeth
unemployed—more than double the state average—many reljospital and the associated health care industry, both as a
on public transport, and many experience poor health and reljirect provider of primary through to tertiary care and all of
heavily on health services. In fact, deaths from lung cancethe allied industries that support that work. The hospital has
for men are 136 per cent higher than for the whole of Soutimearly 2 000 employees, and countless others are involved in
Australia, a statistic that is not simply explained by smokingallied roles in the health care sector. It is the largest western

I must also say that, despite and perhaps because of thesgburbs employer.
disadvantages, the people of Cheltenham retain a strong senseThe Queen Elizabeth Hospital provides a well-established
of community. It is perhaps more accurate to describe théocus for health care services in the western suburbs. Its
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redevelopment is long overdue. It is disappointing that inrcontent to allow those who slip behind to remain there. |
government we have discovered that insufficient provisioningntered politics to make a real difference to the lives of
in the forward estimates has been made for the completion eforking people. | cannot accept that the current distribution
the redevelopment, yet the QEH is one of the centrepieces of resources and opportunities, so unevenly distributed as
our health care system. they are, is fair. In recent years | have only seen these

The hospital services an area from Glenelg to the Le Fevrimequalities grow. We have sufficient resources within our
Peninsula and provides a range of services to country regionsommunity to remedy all our injustices. All that we require
For the year 2000-01, emergency service attendances totallesia generosity of spirit and a clarity of vision.

32 462 and outpatient attendances totalled 221 020. There We must be aware that while industrial endeavour (which
were 42 450 patient admissions with total occupied bed daysur society rewards) unleashes a great deal of energy, it also
of 149 764. There were 995 births and 13 190 operations. Thenleashes something else, and that is a great degree of
overwhelming majority of these services was provided taselfishness. Itis this selfishness which limits us. Selfishness
patients living within the locale of the hospital. Given theis not a natural state; it is as learned as generosity. We know
heavy reliance on public transport, the location of the hospitahs individuals that all the wonderful things that are worth
within the community it serves is crucial. living for—the love that we share with our family and

The men and women who work at the Queen Elizabetliriends—flow from generosity, but we must ensure that this
Hospital provide service of the highest quality, but they havegenerosity of spirit infuses our public affairs and is not just
not been assisted by the resources at their disposal in the pdsft at home.

The hospital staff are committed to the people in the western Unfortunately, there has been a noticeable lack of
suburbs. Their dedication is reflected by their work during thegenerosity of spirit evident of late in our community, and |
difficult years when the future of the hospital was in doubt.invite all members to reserve some generosity for those in our
| welcome the generational review of the health care systersociety who have been traditionally marginalised. Perhaps we
announced by the Minister for Health. | expect this review tocould also reserve a small portion of generosity of spirit
confirm the central role of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital intowards those who come from overseas seeking asylum in our
the health care needs of the residents of the western suburlesuntry.

and finally supply some certainty to both the staff and Itis hardly surprising that there is such a well documented
residents in that area. cynicism in the political process. | believe this cynicism is

The third and related opportunity relies on the researchkleeply rooted in forces extending beyond the borders of our
and development work performed by the Queen Elizabetbtate. It flows from a lack of faith in citizens in government’s
Hospital supported by the research foundation. | am proud tbeing able to address issues which are important to them. The
serve on the board of that foundation, and more than 40 00®eed for global competitiveness is frequently cited as a
South Australians, community groups and businesses suppdmarrier to progressive local measures that address the needs
the foundation through regular donations. The Basil Hetzebf local communities. Of course, we must not isolate
Institute, which provides a physical centrepiece for theourselves but, surely, we are entitled to define the terms on
foundation and the research work, houses 12 laboratorieswhich we engage with the international community.

By 2001 more than $12 million will have been expended We should be confident in our insistence that business is
on research efforts in areas such as cardiology, the Centre foonducted according to our values. One of our great assets is
Sleep Research, clinical pharmacology, diabetes, gastroenténat at heart we are a caring and compassionate community
ology, haematology, oncology and dermatology. Thehatrespects its environment and allows its citizens to freely
neurology unit, through its extensive research and involveexpress themselves. Indeed, my interstate colleagues in the
ment in clinical trials over the past decade, has gainetegal profession find South Australia a peculiar place,
national and international recognition as a centre of excelbecause we are so ready and willing to cooperate with one
lence. another, which certainly seems a foreign concept in other

However, there is a crucial relationship between maintainareas. This cooperative culture is in my view one of South
ing a critical mass of experienced and high profile surgeondustralia’s great strengths. We should recognise and promote
in an area to maintain a major teaching hospital and thig. It is not surprising that those who leave our shores achieve
research and development effort. Moreover, the fact that weo much in the world; good communities with good values
have clinicians who are practising in cutting edge researcproduce successful people, but we should value and build on
enhances the quality of care. It also allows them to interprethose strengths.
the research that emerges from around the world and apply At this stage | will take the opportunity to comment on
it to our circumstances. This aspect of the health industry islements of constitutional reform which are a current topic
one of the fastest growing sectors in the world economy. Thisf debate. The system of preferential voting in the lower
type of industry clearly suits the natural advantages of ouhouse, supported by compulsory voting, means that govern-
state. It suits our relatively well educated work force, ourments must be broadly preferred by South Australians. The
public hospital system, our enterprising culture and oustrength of this system of voting is that it encourages the
innovative public sector, which is well placed to explore andformation of major parties with comprehensive political
commercialise ideas and to guide new industries. platforms. It is supported by the Hare-Clark system of

My vision for the Woodville Road area is as a healthproportional voting in the Legislative Council. This ensures
precinct that harnesses and develops these opportunities. Tihat different views are heard but are subject to the will of the
jobs produced by these new industries will often demand newnajority of South Australians as expressed through the lower
skills, and a commitment to training and education will behouse. | believe that this is a good system and that we should
central to their success. We must remember those who canrtake great care with constitutional reform in circumstances
be found opportunities—whether they cannot take on newhere we have a system that other jurisdictions are seeking
skills or they are too unwell or elderly. We cannot hope toto copy. So, it is a word of caution in some respects, and |
continue to enjoy a harmonious society if we are simplysuppose | take on the mantle of a conservative in this respect.
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| offer one way in which | believe the system could be maiden speeches. It is always refreshing to hear the new
improved. | believe that a bill of rights should be introducedmembers as they bring their ideals, ideas and passions to the
to further protect the rights of citizens. We are one of the fewattention of the house for the first time. | was impressed with
western democracies that does not have a bill of rights. Evetine collective vision for this state of members on this side,
Britain, which informs much of our constitutional system, hasfounded on strong Liberal philosophy, that belief in the
recently adopted a bill of rights. While | support a push forindividual over the state and the rights and freedoms of the
Australia to become a republic, | cannot understand why sdividual to pursue their own destiny.
much effort would be put into changing the symbols of our | wish to spend a little time today referring to the election
nation when there is so much substantive change that could MacKillop, and in so doing | acknowledge the invaluable
be necessary to modernise Australian constitutions. A bill ohelp given by so many to my campaign. They are not only
rights may not be as necessary under a Labor government, eembers of branches of the Liberal Party, members of my
we have traditionally been the keepers of measures th&EC, my campaign manager and family, but also all those in
protect individual rights; however, sadly, we will not govern the seat of MacKillop who are supporters of that Liberal
forever. philosophy.
Mr Koutsantonis: No! No! | came to this place following the 1997 election as an
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: The honourable Independent Liberal. My subsequent realignment with the
member is distressed by that proposition, but | must assulgberal Party was of course the subject of a deal of discus-
him that even this government will not continue for eternity.sion, and indeed some disappointment among some of my
The upper house does not provide sufficient protectiorconstituents. | took the opportunity during the campaign to
against the erosion of fundamental human rights. While ihighlight my strong ties to the Liberal Party, which | openly
does reflect some views, it cannot by its nature reflect alflisplayed at the time of the 1997 poll. | reminded those who
views. falsely tried to infer that in some way | let down my elector-
During my brief observation of politics | have seen aate thatin 1997 | letterboxed every address in the electorate
constant erosion of basic rights, especially the rights obn no fewer than two occasions, indicating those strong links.
citizens as employees. The forces that have caused thelspointed out in the flyers distributed at that time that | not
changes will continue unless we act to protect the rights ofnly promised to support a Liberal government but even went
citizens. The most recent debate generated by the insuranae far as referring to myself as ‘a listening Liberal’.
industry is a sufficient example. A crisis in the insurance True to my word | remain the same today. During the last
industry has been caused by imprudent management in thp@rliament | quickly became convinced that my ability to
sector. The solution promoted by the business sector is torepresent my constituents would be enhanced by my being a
reform; in other words, the erosion of the rights of citizens—part of the Liberal team, and | am delighted that the electors
that right to recover when somebody negligently causes log¥ MacKillop vindicated my decision to rejoin the Liberal
to them. Now is not the best time to set out all my views onParty in December 1999 by increasing my primary vote from
this topic, but | believe that a bill of rights would present a28 per centin the 1997 election to 52 per cent on 9 February.
wonderful opportunity to express our national identity with ~ There is one aspect of this matter which | wish to clarify
a shared set of values. and put on the public record; even though the time has
In many ways | have had a fortunate life, but | will not probably passed, | think it is important to have this on the
forget the reasons for taking on this new challenge as public record. Both the Premier and Deputy Premier have
member of parliament. As | stand here | will not forget thetried to impute that the Leader of the Opposition was actively
families in my electorate who sit down to dinner tonight afterinvolved and worked tirelessly to lure me back into the
a long and tiring day. | will not forget those who will work Liberal Party at that time. | absolutely deny those accusations,
long into the night struggling to make ends meet. | will notand | tell the house that no member of the former government
forget those who spend their days looking for work.was involved in my decision at the time; it was taken entirely
Mr Deputy Speaker, | will not forget where | came from, nor of my own volition for the right reasons and without any
the people who put me here. deals being asked for or offered, other than my desire for the
party to have the preselection process conducted during the
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | rise to support the recess. Any inferences to the contrary are a complete
motion and, in so doing, | add my compliments to thosefabrication and merely reflect the disregard that those making
already given by earlier speakers to the Governor for the waghem have for the truth.
in which she carries out her role in South Australia. Unfortu- The voting public of South Australia on 9 February this
nately, on the only occasion so far that the Governor has hagear said to Mike Rann, ‘No thanks; we don't like what you
to visit my electorate in the South-East, | was out of theoffer. We don’t believe in your sophistry and rhetoric. You
electorate on a family matter so was unable to join her on thaton’t have a vision and you don’t have any policies.” This
visit. | certainly look forward to her coming to my electorate was expressed by the electorate in the two-party preferred
again. | might say that the former governor and his wife weresote of 51 per cent for the Liberal Party—for the Liberal
always very welcome in my electorate, and on many pleasuParty and those who were believed by their electorates to
able occasions | experienced their company in my electorateupport the Liberal Party.
I am sure that will happen in the future with our Governor,  Notwithstanding this, the Labor Party has found itself in
who asks everyone to call her Marj. government. That being the fate of South Australians, |
| also take the opportunity to acknowledge the newimplore the government now to get on with the job. The
members in the chamber, those on both sides of the chambggvernance of South Australia is not about window-dressing,
and | welcome them to this place. | especially welcome theloubletalk, or smoke and mirrors: it is about ensuring that the
four new members on this side of the chamber—the membedaily lives of the people we represent are enriched and their
for Bragg, Heysen, Kavel and Mawson. In so doing, | exprestoads are lessened by the implementation of policies to
my delight with their contributions to this motion in their maximise the individual and collective good. In fact, it is
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about applying a little grease to the wheels of society. In @old that the line of funding was no longer available, was also
similar vein, leadership is not about following meekly behindtold that it would be a considerable length of time before the
public opinion: it is about being bold enough to develop amatter would be resolved and it was suggested that it seek
vision, enunciate that vision and to take public opinion withother forms of funding.
you on the strength of that vision. In its bid to rewrite history the opposition has forgotten
The Premier is quite open in his admiration of Labor heraabout the compassion that it tells us it has. It does not realise
Don Dunstan and | am sure he would love to be seen as beingat if the bricks and mortar are not in place within a certain
Dunstanesque in his premiership. Although my admiratiorperiod of time the bed licences will be revoked by the
of Dunstan is limited to his skill as a politician and not to his commonwealth government and the opportunity to create
policy stances of the time, | freely admit that he was a leadethese places for elderly citizens in country South Australia
He had a vision and he led from the front. He was notwill be lost.
captured by populist politics: he actually started the debate The Hon. P.F. Conlon: | haven't heard you criticise the
on many of the issues of the day. The now Premier, unfortufegeral government yet.
nately,' is from a Fjlfferent mpuld and we can expect a four- Mr WILLIAMS: Over the last five or six years the
year diet of puerile subservience to popular opinion servegu
up in the guise of leadership from this man.
This is why all the government’s energies are currentl

rrent federal government has made great leaps forward in
))outting funds into aged care and providing aged care

. : : —Ypackages to communities. Indemnity insurance is one of the
applied to the con job being done on the South Australialy, o, glaring examples of where this government has got its

public. The Premier and his ministers have delighted in, . it c i ; L ..
claiming to be open. honest and accountable: and the Premrignontles incredibly wrong. Public indemnity insurance has

. . A - S ten bubbling away for some time now. The former govern-
in particular cannot refrain from claiming to be bipartisan.

The hypocrisy of this is astounding, when | and othe ment had a group looking into that and working on solutions

b during the last i T Wit d th to that problem. We now have the failure of a major medical
members during the last parliament withessed the NOWg,rance scheme, which has created huge problems with
Premier as an opposition leader who actively sought to be

E}%gard to professional indemnity insurance in the medical

divisive and disruptive of government as he could possibla|q Now, of course, we have the building industry about to
be. We well rgmember h'? credo in opposition—maximumye ¢5cad o its knees by the lack of action by this
mayhem. While he and his cohorts are using this period t overnment.

attempt to rewrite the recent history of South Australia, we . . L -
on the opposition benches will continue in a responsible This new adm|n|stra.t|on is out there every dqy appointing
manner to remind the people of the state of the facts. Someone new and setting up a new review. This government

This government, in spite of the Premier’s claim prior tOWhé%Zir\wNaﬁqo%%In%nt(r)nc\)l\rlgll(ev?(\évvsg afr:((;rins :gtnsgtlzﬁ]nc:)ensvvﬁh
the election to hit the ground running, has done nothing oth p 9 y 9 9

than announce reviews and appointments and endeavour e job. The Treasurer is at the forefront of this charade. If he
convince the South Australian public that they are the tean. serious about Openness and acpountablllty he would stop
to right all the wrongs of the past—illusory though those is game of name calling and admit that his claims are based
claimed wrongs are. My experience of human nature has bed! selected quotes and supposition. | support this view with
that it is the man who feels obliged to tell you that he jsa quote from the budget.update released by the Treasurer on
honest whom you need to distrust. This government know. er:Jf:r ﬁ?ﬂﬁé{%:tén'Vr\lllét?eg)dt&?sliﬁggteeﬁ!ea%d by the
and understands in its own heart that, if it is judged on its i ' gem:

merits, it will fail; thus the concerted effort to create the  Inpreparing an assessment of the budget outlook we have used

; ) same methodology as the mid year budget review for the revenue
perception that every aspect of the state’s management w timates and interest expenses. On the expenditure side we have

in crisis and then to seek to claim the benefit of supposedliciyded additional amounts in respect to a number of known risks
averting such impending disasters. to the budget. The amounts included are necessarily a matter of
If the government spent a little of its time and effort on judgment. However, the cost pressures identified are very real ones.
governing in lieu of its hysterical drive to rewrite history, The potential outcomes presented in this minute are a very real
then maybe some decisions would have now been madB?SSIblllty unless some difficult decisions are taken.
business would not be subject to the paralysis which ighe very point | am making is that this government is not
dogging the public sector because of the concentration cabout taking the necessary difficult decisions. It would rather
perception building instead of getting on with the job. Forname call. It would rather misquote other people and use
example, many rural businesses of recent time were left igelected documentation from the Under Treasurer to try to
limbo for weeks—probably months—by the failure of the create an impression which bears no resemblance to the facts.
relevant minister giving delegated authority for the transferThe Treasurer must now explain the difference between the
of crown leases. This is not rocket science, and | am sure thdvice from the Under Treasurer to the former treasurer on
bureaucrats involved in the new administration urge the new6 January, released by the Hon. Rob Lucas last week, and
administration to get on with the job, but the priorities of thishis outrageous claims of late. As per usual the Treasurer has
government have been elsewhere. come into the house and selectively quoted from a document.
The problems with the Treasurer’s reviewing the Home-Again, as usual, his argument is entirely reliant on him
Start loan facility that had been made available to hospitalguoting only part of the document. This is his normal modus
in rural areas as the only way of their obtaining funding tooperandi and does nothing to either improve the standard of
build aged care beds to take up the licences which had beglebate in this chamber or cultivate the confidence of the
granted from the commonwealth government were raised ipublic in our deliberations. Itis certainly at variance with his
the house this week. The Treasurer was at pains (I thinleader’s wish to be seen at least as leading an open, honest
yesterday in the house) to say that this was just a review arhd accountable government.
tried to give the impression that it will not go on for very | suggest that members acquaint themselves with the
long. My understanding is that at least one hospital, on beingshole of the document where the former Treasurer's
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notations indicate that the whole of the amount—some But let us get to some of the meat in the Governor's
$170 million, as recommended by Treasury—would be puspeech. Perhaps we may be able to see where this government
aside. Further, members should study the minute of thenight go. | have already mentioned the fact that this govern-
following day—16 January this year—in which the Underment has spent a lot of its energies in appointing reviews,
Treasurer confirms the Treasurer’s understanding of the fabbards and so on. Talkfests are handy; it is good to get all the
that all contingencies are indeed accounted for to givéacts and information on the table, but | really do not think
basically balanced budgets for this and the forward estimatihat is what we need in South Australia right at the moment.
years. Itis high time the Treasurer came clean with the housé&/hat we do need is a government that is out there getting on
and the community on this matter and explained how we wenwith things. Talkfests could occur on such things as the
from a position of a $96 million underlying surplus on essential services commission, which will ‘protect the long-
16 January to a supposed deficit of $26 million on 14 Marchterm interest of South Australian consumers with regard to
a turnaround of $122 million, according to the Treasurer'sprice, quality and reliability of electricity’. Despite the
figuring. It is worth noting the caretaker state of thebleatings of the then opposition over the last 12 months, | do
government between 15 January and 5 March. Where has thist recall the lights in South Australia going out this summer.
$122 million disappeared to in those nine days of this new do not recall that at all.
government? When will the public of South Australia receive  The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
the truth from this self-proclaimed open, honest, accountable Mr WILLIAMS: The minister chuckles on the other side
government, the key word there being ‘self-proclaimed’? of the chamber. I think it is time the minister actually came
On a more positive note, may | congratulate the newglean about a lot of things he said with regard to electricity.
government for successfully concluding the negotiations wittit is time he told the people of South Australia the truth about
Mitsubishi, securing at least the mid-term future of thatwhat the SNI or Riverlink project is going to bring to South
company and the associated industries in South Australifustralia. It will bring a little more electricity. Indeed, it will
Over the past few years Mitsubishi Adelaide has had a fairlyprovide security of electricity supply to the Riverland, but it
rough ride, with many forecasting its demise. In fact, thelS going to have absolutely no effect on the price of electricity
previous government was often dismayed by the Leader ah South Australia. It would be good if the minister read the
the Opposition in fuelling such negativity through his wont latest report from the Independent Regulator—
to score a few political points, potentially at the expense of TheHon. PF. Conlon: Yes, | have. He writes a lot of
the livelihoods and welfare of thousands of Mitsubishireports, doesn't he? Do you agree with them all?
workers and other industry workers and their families. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The minister will
The former government was eminently aware of the'€frain from interjecting. ) .
importance of Mitsubishi to South Australia and had worked Mr WILLIAMS: At this stage | am just talking about the
long and hard towards the eventual outcome which has no@ne with regard to the SNI project. He states quite clearly that
been achieved. | recall the Treasurer saying that his meetinﬁ@e economic modelling that has been undertaken with regard
with the federal minister were tough: | hope that he has learri® that project shows that it will have absolute minimal effect
from the experience and in future negotiations is able to cu®" the price of electricity in South Australia.
a better deal for South Australia. The fact that South Aust- The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
ralia’s contribution to the package is around 60 per cent, and The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! S
the commonwealth got away with 40 per cent, is not necessa- Mr WILLIAMS: The statement on health is quite
rily the best deal that South Australia could have made.  interesting. Again, we know that the government, when in
The other thing that | hope about that deal is that the fund@PPOSition, made a lot of play of the health portfolio area and
for the state’s contribution to Mitsubishi were not obtained292in Put fe_ar into many South Australian communities with
at the expense of that other project of great importance ‘t:pwew misguided belief that the health system was failing and

South Australia and which has also been the subject of mudf!!ing down. Nothing could be further from the truth. As
work by the previous government: the SAMAG project atMany people have said, if one was anywhere in the world and
Port Pirie. had the unfortunate need of a health system, where would one

rather be than in South Australia?
speech in— What | do fear about the health system is what may
. . happen with respect to regional health in our country
'(I;heHon. PF, %ONLkON' Cr’]'ﬁ I? pon;}t of grdﬁr, M(;_ L 1ospitals in the near future. | was delighted that the minister,
Ma am_—Acktlng peaker (I think we have both made then gnsyer to a question only yesterday, said that the govern-
same mistake)— ment had no intention of closing any country hospitals. |

Sir, | will now turn to Her Excellency the Governor’s

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ciccarello): You did. noted that the minister would not rule out the amalgamation
TheHon. PF.CONLON: | would just address the of country hospitals. We will see what happens. It is also
speaker’s mind to your gender. worth noting that the minister has not ruled out the scaling

Mr WILLIAMS: I am not sure, Madam Acting Speaker, back of country hospitals. | have seen that happen, where
whether or not you made a ruling on that point of order, bugovernment services are scaled back to the point where the
certainly to me it was not a point of order. | will, with your community says, ‘What is the point of going on?’, and all of
indulgence, continue. | turn to the Governor’s speech, a sudden the minister can stand behind the community’s call
speech which is long on the Premier’'s agenda: his attempt for the closure of a hospital. | suspect that that might be the
be seen to be open and honest. However, | feel that thegenda of the minister in this government.
subsequent debate on the bills to back up the rhetoric of the With respect to education, the government talks about
Governor’'s speech will be quite interesting. | feel they will school retention rates—and that argument has been had many
largely be of little consequence , and certainly on the initiakimes in this chamber. If school retention rates are such a big
perusal that | have had of the bills already before the housiesue | would love the minister, now that her party is in
it would appear that they are again largely smoke and mirrorgovernment, to claim that she will get the year 12 retention
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rate to 92 per cent, which is the figure that she keeps quoting) recent times. One of the so-called reforms that we have
and which is where we were some 10 years ago. Of coursajready seen is that of sitting times. It is, in my opinion, a
the reality is that at that time our young people had virtuallydisaster. It is very difficult for country members. Why on
no other option than to stay at school, because the opportunigarth is parliament called together on Mondays for four
for further training for work or, indeed, finding work was hours, for question time, a grievance debate and two and a
absolutely zip. half hours of debate on matters before the house—

_Raising the school leaving age to 16, again, is smoke and o 1y, pE Conlon: Too hard for country members?
mirrors and will do nothing to increase the level of educatlonThey manage it in Canberra
of the people of South Australia. As you would know, sir, ’
from the evidence that we took on the select committee that Mr WILLIAMS: In Canberra they don't sit for only four
you chaired, 94 percent of our 17 year olds in SoutHours and then the city members can run off to their homes.
Australia are either _in an edu_cational institution_ Or iN" TheHon. PE. Conlon interjecting:
employment. So, | think increasing the school leaving age .

| refer to the law and order statements and the governPolice is out of order.

ment's tough stance on law and order. | have very serious Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir, for your protection. In
concerns about cabinet taklng over the role that ShOU'@anberra’ when the par”ament is Ca_”ed, the par“ament

rightfully be held by the Parole Board. actually does some work. But this is merely a sop. Again, it
TheHon. PF. Conlon: You would have let them out s populist politics for those who think that politicians only
would you, Mitch? Put that out in your electorate. work when they are in the parliament. It is merely a sop to

Mr WILLIAMS: | never said that | would let them out. those and it is populist politics at its absolute worst. | also
I think the member will find that | will be as tough as anyonepying to the attention—

on sentencing, but | dislike the process that took place. L
| am pleased to see that the government is moving ahead AN honourable member interjecting:
with the process of taking DNA samples from all prisoners  Mr WILLIAMS: Indeed, most of my working life has
held in South Australian gaols. That is something that | fullybeen taken up with seven-day weeks. That is something that
support. In fact, when | was in England a few years ago the member opposite would not understand and would know
looked at this topic, and | thought that we should adopt théittle about. It was with interest some weeks ago that | read
same policy; that DNA samples be obtained from everya copy of the Speaker’s Compact for Good Government and
person who is arrested and, if the arrest is subsequenthoted various points in the document which he obviously sees
overturned and the person concerned is acquitted of anys being integral to good government and beneficial to the
crime or wrongdoing, the DNA samples should then beefficient workings of the house.
destroyed. But that debate will be for another day.

I also fully support the government’s move to legislate to
remove the defence of self-induced intoxication. | raised th
issue in this place in my maiden speech (and there is the no
famous Nadruku case). | fully support that move, althoug

itis a very complicated issue. | will certainly be interested in h . .
the bill that the Attorney brings before us. standing orders of parliament to allow for a requirement that

There are some other small matters in the statement: tlginiSters a.ct.ually answer qgestions during ques;ion time.
regional affairs statements concern me. The government, uch a revision of the standing orders would obviously be

think, has indicated that it will not honour the funds set up b)/nOSt welcomed by this side of the house and the Speaker will

the previous government for the regional infrastructure fundhave my full support for such a move.

My understanding is that those moneys will not be spent on Might | respectfully say that it would be most conducive
regional infrastructure—some $16 million, from memory,to the workings of the parliament if we could achieve that
over the next three years, and | think that is a great shameiwuch needed reform to question time immediately, rather
There are many industries that could benefit. By way othan waiting for up to six months. | am also quite certain that
example, | was recently at the opening of the Kreglingahe Premier in his new persona would also welcome such
Winery, a $20 million project, at Cape Jaffa in my electoratechanges. It is indeed curious that, in his desire to be seen as
One of the things that helped get this project off the groundeading a government committed to openness and accounta-
was an amount of $200 000 from the regional infrastructuréility, such a standing order should even be necessary.
fund to enable a three-phase electricity supply to be condnfortunately, the disgraceful disregard that he and his
nected and upgraded to allow for that particular project. ministers have already shown to answering questions put by
The nuclear radioactivity protection statement: obviouslymembers of the opposition on behalf of their electors points
this government does not understand that the best place to gotthe need for a measure such as the Speaker has demanded
the waste that is created, whether in South Australia oand highlights the sophistry and rhetorical nature of the
interstate, is indeed in that geologically stable area in th&®remier’s utterances on this matter with regard to openness,
north of our state, and it will be interesting when that bill honesty and accountability.
comes before the house because | do not think the govern-
ment will get its way on the particular matter.
The statement is important for some of the things omitted. .
It had no statement on transport. Indeed, the government dig MSCICCARELLO secured the adjournment of the
not even release its transport policy until a fortnight after thelebate.
election; no statement on tourism; no statement on sport and
recreation. Much has been said about parliamentary reform [Sitting suspended from 1.01 to 2 p.m.]

| noted his condition that the government undertake
ertain actions within six months of the commencement of
e 50th Parliament to improve the democratic operation of
e parliament. | was particularly gratified to read paragraph
.5A of that document, which says that we should revise

Time expired.
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GAWLER TRAFFIC PLAN ministers are responsible for decisions that can have a marked
| v toHon. M.R. BUCKBY (7 M impact on individuals and groups in this state. For these
phfﬂgnoM %n'WmGHT. As Wés aniyghnced by the Premier '€2SONS it emphasises that ministers must accept standards of

prior to the election, this government does support the Gawler traffi€onduct of the highest order and I hope it will have positive

plan essentially encompassing three components, namely: bipartisan support. The new code of conduct for ministers is
the reclas_sn‘lcatlon of Murray Street to local r_oad status; one of the toughest codes of conduct applying to ministers in
the establishment of the Julian Terrace—Reid Street—Cowaghjs country. Unlike the previous code of conduct that existed

t?]téefsgl?;é?ngso? It-)i?/gpl’? %?r?ertheavy vehicles; and in this state, the new code prevents ministers from actively

Whilst this government does support the plan in principle, this doe@icquiring shareholdings and other financial interests in
not translate into a $2.5 million commitment. _.companies during their term of office and prevents ministers
Transport SA currently is negotiating the extent of the reclassifrgm trading, that is, buying or selling any shares that were

fication, and hence the timing of the transfer will be subject to th . . .
outcome of those negotiations. Transport SA also is collecting traﬁi%16|d by them before taking up office. Ministers can only

information to determine the impact on heavy vehicle volumedetain those shares that do not conflict with their portfolio
through Gawler as a result of the opening of Gomersal Road.  responsibilities and, if there is a conflict, they must divest.

The code requires ministers to disclose to cabinet office
details of any private interests of their spouse, domestic
In reply toHon. DEAN BROWN (7 May). partner, children or business associates that might conflict

TheHon. L. STEVENS: Hammill House is an aged care facility with their duty as a minister. The code requires ministers to

of 32 beds managed by the Port Pirie Hospital. The facility isqy; ; : ;
provided in 4-6 bed wards. Hammill House has not undergongISCIOse to cabinet office the content of family trusts. The

commonwealth accreditation, but a recent review, which addresség?de prevents ministers from acting as consultants or advisers
the areas covered by the commonwealth’'s accreditation proced§ companies and organisations during their term in office,
reports that Hammill House would not meet Commonwealthexcept in their official capacity as minister. The code places
standards. The review noted that a major facility upgrade would bg 0 year restriction on the type of employment activities,

required ltanci d directorships that minist tak
Two million dollars has been approved to upgrade the facilitieCOnsultancies and directorships that ministers can take up

but it has been estimated that this amount may not provide thafter they have ceased to be a minister. The code prevents
required upgrade. ministers from employing members of their immediate

smgﬁgirlité l?r?t%‘/j hcfsrgitiiu 2very farﬂﬁfﬁ%';},ﬁi{ ‘i’écg %E‘gggﬂ;gilti?ﬁamilies or close business associates to positions in their own
with a focus on acute care. It is the only regional hospital in Soutrpﬁ'ces' The code sets out specific obligations in relation to

Australia providing aged care. cabinet confidentiality and details procedures for the
The Department of Human Services has been negotiating witdisclosure of conflicts of interest in respect of matters going

the Hospital Board, the Regional Board and local aged care providetsefore cabinet.

to consider the provision of the aged care service from a non- e .

government provider who specialises in aged care. The current !N addition, the new code defines more clearly the type of

proposal would result in the recurrent costs of the aged care bedction that the Premier or cabinet may take against ministers

being met from commonwealth funds. The state funds currently usegiho are in breach of the code, whether it be a reprimand,

to provide the aged care in the hospital will be maintained in the Miqequiring an apology or asking the minister to stand aside or

North Region for services to the aged. These could be used for_ . ? .

services including home assistance, community based care and hok&Sidn- The code will come into effect on 1 July and be made

aids. available on a government website. It represents the fulfil-
The proposal will maintain the same number of beds in Port Piriement in part of another promise made before the last state

whilst at the same time freeing up additional funds for communitya|ection to introduce the toughest and most comprehensive

based services. o
| support this proposal subject to negotiation with the I(eyhonesty and accountability measures and standards of

HAMMILL HOUSE

stakeholders. conduct. Setting the highest standards and meeting them will
contribute to a renewed public confidence in the standing of
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ANNUAL REPORTS government and, indeed, of parliament, and that is what our

) community in South Australia expects and deserves. | now
The SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 131 of the Local table the ministerial code of conduct.
Government Act 1999, | lay on the table the annual reports
for 2000-01 for the District Council of Barunga West, Light
Regional Council and Port Pirie Regional Council. TAXI COUNCIL

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
another ministerial statement.

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make Leave granted.

a ministerial statement. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Members will be aware of the
Leave granted. horrific attack on an Adelaide taxi driver in the early hours
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Last week | introduced a package of last Sunday morning. Reports describe how two men and

of legislative amendments known as the honesty and boy he had taken to Wingfield put a rope around his next,

accountability in government series of bills. That packagerobbed him, poured petrol over his head and threatened to set
which is currently before the house, is just one of a numbehim on fire. After the driver escaped, his attackers burned his
of measures being taken to ensure the highest standardsteki. This shocking incident, though particularly vicious, is
honesty, accountability and transparency in government inot isolated. There have been a number of violent attacks or
this state. Today | am pleased to announce the introductiombberies on taxi drivers in South Australia this year and
of a tough, comprehensive new code of conduct for ministerdefore. The police are of course pursuing the individuals
The new ministerial code of conduct recognises thatesponsible for Sunday morning’s appalling attack and this
ministers are in a position of trust, bestowed on them by thgovernment is also responding with urgency. The Minister
people and parliament of South Australia. It recognises thdbr Transport met earlier this week with taxi driver represen-

MINISTERIAL CODE OF CONDUCT
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tatives to hear their concerns and discuss remedies. He will | stress that the report found no evidence that licence

meet again with those representatives next Tuesday. conditions have been breached or that workers were exposed
Security for taxi drivers is but one of the serious issuego unacceptable risks, and | make it clear, furthermore, that

confronting the industry. This government recognises théhere is nothing in the report to suggest that the mine should

very difficult economic conditions faced by taxi operatorsbe shut down. | commend the cooperative efforts of the

with increasing costs, reports of declining patronage and lownvestigative team, brought together at short notice from

returns for drivers. We also recognise the critical importanceeveral government departments. | am pleased to table the

of the industry to this state. Not only do a whole range ofreport.

people in a range of circumstances rely on taxis to carry out

vital everyday tasks, but also taxis are the front line of our POPULATION PROJECTIONS

tourism industry. They are often the first and last experience .

interstate and international visitors have of South Australia. 1heHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban
Before the election, the Labor Party promised to establisPevelopment and Planning): | seek leave to make a

the Premier's Taxi Council. Today we deliver on thatMinisterial statement.

promise. In recognition of the importance of the taxiindustry ~ Leave granted. ) .

and the issues it faces, cabinet this morning approved the TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Today | wish to advise

creation of the council. There are just over 1 000 licensedhe house of an issue that serves to demonstrate the very

taxis in the Adelaide metropolitan area. At the end of Marchdifference between this government and the former Liberal

there were 4 824 drivers and 1 181 operators, according to n§overnment, namely, Labor's commitment to openness,

advice. These operate through three centralised bookirRgcountability and transparency. | refer to the suppression by

services: Yellow Cabs, Adelaide Independent and Suburbdf€ previous government of a vital report entitled ‘Population

Taxis. Projections for South Australia (1996-2026) and Statistical
The current industry body, the Taxi Industry Advisory Divisions (1996-2016)" dated September 2000.

Panel, currently represents only a part of the industry. The Planning SA produces population projections for the

proposed membership of the Premier’s Taxi Council has beettate’s statistical divisions and statistical local areas about

designed to provide a more broadly representative yegvery five years. On the last three occasions this report has

workable group. These include: been prepared, it has been released without any significant

- one nominee each from Yellow Taxis, Adelaide Independdelay, and it is widely acknowledged as an essential tool for
ent Taxis and Suburban Taxis; policy makers as well as the private sector. In 1999, Plan-
one elected representative of drivers from the metropolitaRing SA commenced its five yearly revision of population
services; projections for the state and statistical divisions. A report was
one elected representative of owner-operators from theompleted in late 2000 containing the updated population
metropolitan services; projections. This report was prepared in consultation with a
one elected representative of wheelchair accessible tagfoup called the Interdepartmental Forecasting Committee,
owner-operators; which comprised membership from the ABS, Adelaide

one elected representative of country owner-operators; University and several state agencies. These organisations
one representative of consumers; were key stakeholders that rely upon and use these population

one nominee of the tourism industry; projections. The population projections made the following

one taxi industry liaison officer from the PassengerkeY observations:
Transport Board; and ... there are established patterns of internal migration that are

; ; riving further urban development in the Outer Adelaide Statistical
one representative from the South Australian Tax%ivision. The rapid population growth in urban areas such as the

Association. _ _ south coast has implications for a wide range of services and needs
The council will be co-chaired by me as Premier and by theareful management to avoid adverse impacts on the environment.
Minister for Transport. The council will agree on its own _ .. .theincreasing concentration of people in and around Adelaide
terms of reference but, broadly, it will represent and promotd™plies more state electorates within and near the Adelaide
the interests of the indust ovide advice to governme rtnetropolltan area in the long term and less in the rest of the state.

interests Industry, provide advice 10 government - 'yya projected decline from the regional areas is the result of

and help to ensure efficient, high quality service to passennigration losses coupled with negative natural increases.

gers. This basically means a projected loss of young people from
the regions. The report makes further observations:

... aslow graving and ageing population. . .

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and ... regional population declines especially in the Northern
LI o . Statistical Division raise social and economic development issues.
Conservation): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement,

Leave granted. The foreword of the report provides an incisive summary:
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Today | am pleased to presentto .. .the demographic changes foreshadowed in these projections

the parliament the final report of the high level investigativeProVide challenges and opportunities. They can be used to identify
issues in advance and develop strategies to deal appropriately with

team which visited the Beverley uranium mine on 10 May.them For its part Planning SA will be assessing these demographic
The team concentrated on three issues: assessment t@hds and working with the public and private sector towards
operating procedures at the mine; worker safety; and actuatrategies that meet the social, economic and physical needs of South
environmental harm. The report, which | will table in a Australians.

minute, recommends changes be made in the areas ©hese projections were clearly too much reality for the
operational procedures, spill management and reportindormer Liberal government. The report had potentially
including increased involvement of the EPA in monitoring catastrophic implications for the government on two fronts.
and evaluation, and | advised the house of the details of the3#e first is that the projections demonstrated a less than rosy
recommendations on Monday. outlook for regional South Australia, despite claims that

BEVERLEY URANIUM MINE
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regional South Australia was rejuvenated under the Liberatommit to honouring the funding commitments made by the
government; and, secondly, on an electoral front the populdermer Liberal Government under this scheme?
tion projections implied potentially fewer seats in the Inthe 2001-02 state budget the former Liberal government
Liberals’ heartland areas. This was not information theyannounced a funding package to assist in the development of
wished to have in the public sphere. outback tourism infrastructure. The total funding commitment
However, the projections, which were dated Septembeallocated by the former government amounted to $6.7 million
2000, were finally presented to cabinet in January 2001 bgver three years. During the election campaign the Treasurer
the previous minister for planning (Hon. Diana Laidlaw). Butindicated that he would be honouring the funding commit-
what did the government then do? Instead of ensuring thahents made by the former government in the last state
this report received the serious consideration it deserved, thmidget. The opposition is aware that a number of regional
former deputy premier (Hon. Rob Kerin), who was also thetourist operations have expressed concern that funding under
minister for regional development, requested that the repothe scheme has been delayed or suspended under the Labor
be referred back to the minister for planning. Indeed, thgovernment.
government was so concerned about the impact of the TheHon.J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
projections that it commissioned a consultant who costsm): Those funding packages will be dealt with during the
$45 000 to prepare a separate report to challenge the projesudgetary process, but at the moment we are still in the
tions, even though the projections closely matched the AB$rocess of negotiation.
figures. Obviously, the then deputy premier thought the ABS
estimates were wrong. Accordingly, the report was sup-REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT INFRASTRUCTURE
pressed. At the same time, public sector— FUND
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | rise on a point of order,
Mr Speaker. | think the minister is going very close to TheHon.R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
imputing improper motives to me. question is directed to the Treasurer. Will the Labor govern-
The SPEAKER: | am coming to the same conclusion ment be withdrawing the former Liberal government's
myself and, without waiting for the conclusion of the commitment to funding the Regional Development Infrastruc-
statement, if that is what it can be called, | tell the ministerture Fund for $16.5 million over three years? From 1999 to
that it goes way beyond the bounds of what a ministeriadune this year, $11.5 million of funding, made available

statement is supposed to contain. It should be restricted #§rough the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund,
factual information. would have been spent on regional projects across the state.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: I will rephrase thatlast The fund has allowed for investment in infrastructure such
remark. Accordingly, the report was not released. At the sam@s €lectricity, water, waste treatment, telecommunications,
time, public sector— roadworks and marine facilities, all of which are vital to key

Members interjecting: regional growth industries such as wine, aguaculture and

The SPEAKER: Order! | am trying to hear the minister's meat processing. By June this year 45 regional businesses had
statement. ' ' received funding for projects which have led to the creation

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Mr Speaker, the point or retention of approximately 2 611 regional jobs and new

I am about to make is one you would be well aware of. Publi 'nvestm_e_nt in regional South Australia worth more than
sector agencies were being criticised by the Public Work 497 million.

Standing Committee for using old projections in their funding TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): In the Ie.ad-
submissions. In the meantime, metropolitan populatiof!P {0 the budgeta number of programs are under review. The

projections, which were never in question, also remaine®°9ram, which comes under my portfolio as Minister for

unreleased. The government and public sector were therefofadustry, Investment and Trade, is one of a number of
deprived of the basic tools for the development of gOOOOI'OJeCtS in my portfolio that we are reviewing. Thqt isnotin
public policy. any way to reflect on the success or otherwise on the

In the spirit of the government's commitment to opennes?rogr‘?‘m’ %ulto‘é)"he.rl‘l. facing da' b.Ud%etﬁ%gCit _|r|1_ext yeartr;ap-
and accountability, | table population directions which will P'°8cNng million, and rising to mitiion over the

inform and guide the future direction of good public policy. next few )'/1ears,t ulr;fortunatelé/ a réutrgbte.r (t)t: govlernmer)t
As a minister in the new government it is my intention to programs have (o be reviewed, and that IS the only way in

base policy and decisions on the best information availabld?Nich we will be able to successfully balance the budget. It

The suppression—or the non release—of this vital repor{/lll 0€ @ very difficult task.

provides no clearer example of the difference between our | know this program is highly regarded by many rural
government and the former government. members—yourself, sir, included—and | know the member

Members interjecting: for Chaffey hag written to me gbout this particular program,
The SPEAK ER: Order! but we are facing tough d_e_C|S|ons as a new government. We
’ ' are facing up to $100 million potentially as a deficit next
financial year. We have to put certain programs under review,

QUESTION TIME and this is one of those programs. | am not in any way
suggesting that it will cut, modified, or otherwise, but it is
YEAR OF THE OUTBACK simply under review as part of the budget process.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): In TAB

this Year of the Outback, can the Minister for Tourism advise

the house how many projects have received funding under the Mr SNELLING (Playford): Will the Treasurer explain
three year $6.7 million Outback Infrastructure Programto the house the process of the sale of the TAB and the
established by the former Liberal Government, and will sheamifications for the state and the budget, both this year and
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in the forward estimates? The TAB has traditionally returnedaxpayers. The former minister, the former member for
a dividend to the government that has contributed to goverrAdelaide, Dr Michael Armitage, really did make one
ment spending on such things as hospitals. Recent medsignificant mess with this sale. The ultimate losers are the
reports have indicated that the state would be worse off astaxpayers, because it has had a significant hit on the budget

result of the sale of the TAB. bottom line.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): The sale of
the TAB has been well documented in this house, and | give HOMESTART FINANCE

particular credit to my colleague the Minister for Racing for
his handling of this matter during the years in opposition. TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
Since becoming the Minister for Racing, he has made &pposition): Will the Minister for Housing confirm whether
number of comments on the way the TAB was privatisedthe $20 million HomeStart regional housing scheme devel-
Ultimately, as Treasurer, my concern is the bottom lineoped by the former government has been scrapped by the
budget impact. present government and, if so, what is the Labor government

I acknowledge a former TAB board member, the membefloing to provide low cost housing in regional areas where
for Bragg, who | understand did a very good job as a boardhere is a critical shortage of housing? Last year the Liberal
member. | would even be bold enough to suggest that thei@overnment developed a $20 million regional housing
may be some agreement to what | am about to say from thirogram using HomeStart as the funding agency. The scheme
member or Bragg, but | would understand why she would nowas designed to provide housing in regional towns with a
necessarily want to be seen to overtly agree with me. It waghortage of housing—towns such as Naracoorte, Bordertown,
avery poorly handled sale process and, in the end, it has h&dare, Pinnaroo and Port Lincoln, to name just a few. People
a significant impact on the budget bottom line. As | saidare currently being bused very large distances to meet the
earlier, when dealing with a budget deficit approachingdemand for jobs in these towns. The scheme was designed to
$100 million next year and rising to $169 million, this is the Mmaintain the development boom occurring in many regional
last thing we needed on the budget bottom line. areas.

The sale price of the TAB was $43.5 million. | am advised TheHon. SW. KEY (Minister for Housing): | would
that offset payments of $792 000, received in February 2002ike to make two points in answering the question. First, we
took the sale to a total of $44.3 million. | am further advisedheard what the Minister for Urban Development and Planning
that expenses taken from the sale totalled some $45.1 milliosaid today with regard to the statistical and demographic
which could indeed increase the total to $56.1 million ifinformation that has not been released by the previous
product fee payments to the TABCorp Queensland reach thegiovernment. Surely this would be information—
capped maximum of $6 million per annum over the next three Members interjecting:
years. That is, these costs will exceed the total sale proceeds The SPEAK ER: Order!
received by the government from the sale of the TAB. lam TheHon. SW. KEY: —that would be needed not only
sure that the member for Bragg, as a former board memben the urban development and planning area but it is also
would have difficulty, like I, in understanding how you would important information with regard to all the services provided
sell something—in effect, a negative sale—and actually loséhrough the state government, whether directly or through
in the process. other programs in which the state government has been

I know, of course, that the former board was prohibitedinvolved. As a person who is interested in demography, and
from having any role in the sale. | remember the resignatiom have studied that, | am very concerned that some of the
of the former chair of the TAB, Mr Philip Pledge, and | services that we may have provided in the past and some of
understand that the whole board was effectively frozen outhe priorities that we might have had in the past are not based
| am advised that also included in that $45.1 million is anon up-to-date and accurate information.
estimated $9.1 million paid to consultants, as well as To answer your question more specifically, deputy leader:
payments for lawyers, probity inquiries and the like. Ia number of times in the last two weeks you have asked
understand that up to $15.5 million in redundancy paymentguestions about the accommodation and also the needs of
and a significant $15.7 million up-front payment to the racingpeople in regional areas, and | think that that is an important
industry was part of those expenses that | alluded to earliefhing to do, but in connection with HomeStart | think the
So, the government will be worse off by around $6 million answer has been given to the opposition a number of times
per year and, because there was no debt reduction, there @igthe Treasurer, and also by the Minister for Health, that this
no interest savings to be had from this privatisation. is an area that is under review in connection with the budget

I'am advised that the cash budget impact of the sale on thgllaterals, and we are reviewing all these areas at the moment.
non-commercial sector is $24.6 million over the next three

financial years. This is a budget blow-out of $11.4 million RADIOACTIVE WASTE

over that time. The former treasurer knew that this was a

negative sale, but he had to factor in a deterioration to the MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): Will the Minister for
budget bottom line. The former treasurer had allocated &Environment and Conservation indicate whether recent

$13.2 million— claims by the member for Davenport over the cost of a
Members interjecting: proposed statewide referendum on radioactive waste dumps
The SPEAKER: Order! in South Australia were accurate? The state government has

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The previous government had proposed that a referendum be held if the commonwealth
allocated a $13.2 million deterioration over three years in itpushes ahead with its plans to use South Australia as the
budget bottom line. | am advised that, unfortunately, that wadumping ground for radioactive waste. The member for
$11.4 million short of what that allocation should have beenDavenport recently criticised the referendum proposal on the
So, we have seen a further significant deterioration in théasis of cost. In media interviews the honourable member
budget bottom line. The TAB sale was a bad deal forclaimed that the cost of the referendum could be as high as
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$10 million. On Wednesday 8 May this year, the member for POLICY COMMITMENT
Davenport said in an interview with Channel 10:
I don't think they should be wasting $10 million. TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):

M@” the Minister for Government Enterprises ensure that any
action taken to realise the policy commitment to achieve
$10 million efficiency targets in ForestrySA and SA Water

will not lead to the loss of jobs in rural and regional South

Australia within SA Water, and has the minister issued a
directive to SA Water to inform them of the government’s

efficiency targets?

The honourable member made similar statements on the sal
day to Channel 7 and to the ABC.

The SPEAKER: Will the member for Norwood please
repeat the question?

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood.

Ms CICCARELL O: Will the Minister for Environment i _
and Conservation indicate whether recent claims by the The policy costings document released by the now
member for Davenport over the cost of a proposed statewidEreasurer during the election campaign included a provision

referendum on radioactive waste dumps in South Australif further increase efficiencies and returns on government
were accurate? equity within SA Water and ForestrySA without price

The SPEAKER: Yes, that is in order. increases to the public above CPI. The document went on to
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and  State that the Minister for Government Enterprises would
Conservation): | can indicate that the estimates given by thelSSU€ a directive to SA Water and ForestrySA to achieve these

member for Davenport were, indeed, inaccurate. | am happgfficiencies. The document sets a target of an additional

to share with the house what the accurate estimates areL0 million per annum to be returned from these organisa-

because my office took the time to contact the State Electordons-

Office and ask the State Electoral Officer, Mr Steve Tully, TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Government

what the actual costs are. | have a document here (whichBnterprises): What | will not be doing for the Leader of the

will happily provide to the house and to which | now refer) Opposition is giving him an insight into the bilateral budget

which gives the estimates from that gentleman. preparation process, because that is not what the former
In fact, there are a couple of options that the governmengovernment would have done for us, and no government does

could choose from if it undertook to have a referendum. Thet. | will say, as any competent minister would, that we do

cheaper option, which is by postal ballot, would costwish SA Water to run as efficiently as possible and return to

$4.65 million. The more expensive option, which would begovernment the maximum dividends possible. | cannot tell

the more novel way of having a referendum—that is, peoplé&im any more than that. But | do not apologise for that and

turning up to a polling place—would cost $5.67 million. That | will add this: the former minister—

is conS|der_abI_y less _than $10 r_n|II|on that the member_ for An honourable member interjecting:

Davenport indicated in the media on a number of occasions.

I do not mind having a debate on this issue but it should be TheHon. P.F. CONLON: I do take a responsibility that

on the basis of factual information. the former minister, in my view, didn’'t. He was very much
Mr Brindal interjecting: a hands-off minister when it came to his agencies, and | can

The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Unley will come assure you that | will be addressing my attention and my
to order. | do not think the member for Unley is that hard offésponsibilities to making sure that SA water operates
hearing. When | call for order, | believe that members will doefficiently for the people who own it, that is, the taxpayers of
themselves a great service if they come to order. | thought weouth Australia, and | make no apology for that.

were dOing falrly well until the neceSSity for the call to order. As to the second part of the question’ | cannot guarantee
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The costis considerably lower than to the Leader of the Opposition that there will be no separa-
the $10 million indicated by the member for Davenport, andion packages—I think that was the question—and that is for
indeed if one looks at the schedule of figures given byone very good reason: SA Water has a chronic problem that
Mr Tully one finds that they could be reduced even furthekyas left by the former government in terms of the age of its
if one were to have less publicity, and so on, associated wityork force. The average age of its work force is too old, and

the referendum. The estimates given by Mr Tully includewe have agreed on a program to replace some older workers
preparation of materials and sending them out to householdgjth younger workers.

and so on.

I am happy to have this document tabled, but | say to the
member for Davenport that, rather than his attacking the TheHon. PF. CONLON: | cannot guarantee—
government over this issue of referendum, why do not the Members interjecting:
members of his party and he work with us because after all—

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will address his | he SPEAKER: Order!
remarks through the chair. TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | stress that | have been

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Mr Speaker, | apologise. | say to advised by the board, by the chief executive officer, that not
the member for Davenport that, rather than argue with us overnly is this the best thing in the interests of the taxpayer in
the cost of these issues, why does not he and members of kislivering efficiencies from SA Water but it is also what
party work with us to defend the position which his party,those older workers in the work force themselves want. So,
when in government, put through this parliament by way ofi do not apologise for that, either, and | do not apologise for,
legislation? If they are fair dinkum, sir, they should befor the first time in many years, running SA Water on a
working with us to stop the federal government building aproper basis and actually paying attention to what it does. The
nuclear reactor in this state. short answer is that | cannot give the honourable member a

Members interjecting: guarantee that there will be no voluntary separation packages

The SPEAKER: Order! in rural areas.

Members interjecting:
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COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE whether they were verbal communications or whether there
is any paperwork and, in accordance with your ruling

Mr CAICA (Colton): Has the Minister for Emergency yesterday, to require the paperwork to be examined by you.
Services made an attempt to discover the minute referred to The SPEAKER: Minister, were you or were you not
yesterday by the member for Mawson? quoting from a departmental—

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Emergency TheHon. PF. CONLON: The bulk of the answer | gave
Services): | thank the honourable member for his question:was an oral briefing. If the house would like that reduced to
it is a serious issue. Yesterday | outlined to the housgyriting from the chief executive, | will ask her to do that.
structural and chronic prOblemS with the bUdget of theSeconcﬂy, there is a |ong paper trai]l and an answer to a
COUntry Fire SerVice, inCIUding structural deficits that hav%ubsequent question here today may set the mind at ease
now been running for some three years. In response to som@out the availability of that paper.
of the answers | gave, the member for Mawson came into the
house and made what | would consider an intemperate
grievance speech. During that intemperate grievance speech BUILDING INDUSTRY
the member for Mawson indicated to the house that he was
not aware, when asked last year, that the budget of the CFS The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
that it was not. o problems in the building industry as a result of the current

' was very concerned about this: first, because such gyijiding indemnity problems, including workers being laid
minute would be contrary to the three-year paper trail and bff, hundreds of houses being delayed, builders having to sell
was concerned that any officer could have written it in thetheir own homes and a slow down in building supplies, and
circumstances. Therefore, yesterday after question time\yhen—and | put that more as a plea—will the government
asked the chief executive of the Attorney-General’'s Departact to solve these problems?
ment, the responsible chief executive, to search for such a TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | thank the
minute. As a result of an exhaustive search we have begjbpyty leader for his question because | know he has had a
unable to find such a minute. , , significant interest in this issue over recent months and has

| have been advised by the chief executive of theyitten to me and raised the issue with me on a number of
Attorney-General's Department that she cannot find it on any--asions. This is an issue on which we are looking for
file or any of the agency’s files, and she in(_jicates furtherthaéptions, alternatives and ways in which we can minimise
she cannot understand why such a minute would exisisryption to the building industry. As | said last week, the
because such a minute would have been contrary to a numbgjyjce to me from the Housing Industry Association and from
of letters sent to the then minister in September last yeghgrance company Sun Alliance is that it has capacity to
advising him of the budget deficit, and would have been,gyre 100 per cent of the market. That is the advice it has
inconsistent with her verbal advice to the then minister at hegiven me.
weekly meetings with him last year when, on a number o Mr Williams: Have you spoken to anybody else?

occasions, she raised the budget deficit with him. o .
She does not understand how such a minute could exist. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will give you an answer, if you

and certainly cannot find one. In an abundance of fairness Hill please listen. You can take issue with me at the end of
uestion time, but please give me the courtesy of listening to

the member for Mawson, | am prepared to accept that h ; >,
believes that he saw a minute and | am prepared also to take". answer. The Housing Industry Association and Sun
liance have indicated and advised me formally that it has

his advice on what that minute looked like, who it was fromCa acity to take Up 100 per cent of builders who meet the
and roughly when it came to him. However, if such aminutef.ngncigi criteria thgt an F():om anv would expect
exists, | am concerned to know why it no longer exists on an eria tat any pany pect.

Members interjecting:

government files. ) .
There is of course a third explanation, and that is that the 1heHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, that is the advice they
minute never existed, which would be more consistent witd1ave given me. o
the three years of paper trail on this issue. What | do say is An honourable member: Do you believe it?
this: we are prepared for a little longer to give the member for TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: That is what | will get to, if you
Mawson the benefit of what is | think a very big doubt andwill please let me answer the question. | then went to the
| have instructed the chief executive officer to keep lookingMaster Builders Association and advised it on what HIA had
for that minute. | would like the help of the member for said—and | appreciate the competitive tension between the
Mawson to help identify it. If he has it himself | would like two building associations. | acknowledge that there are many
to see it, but that would raise a further question of what he iduilders involved, but in terms of the percentage of houses
doing with it when | cannot find it. being constructed, it is a small number. | said last week that
In the interim, perhaps the member for Mawson wouldl would be prepared to facilitate discussions between the
like to reconsider his answer about whether he was aware MBA, its clients and members who are having difficulty with
the budget deficit in the Country Fire Service, and perhapbllA Insurance. The MBA wrote back to me declining that
the Leader of the Opposition would like to talk to one of hisoffer.
front benchers about the standard of answers and the standardl have said consistently that | am not prepared to put the
of comments made in the previous parliament and in theolution on the table (and | hope members opposite would
current parliament. agree), namely, the solution that has been adopted in other
Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, the leader of the states, that is, the state accepting the risk; that is, that we take
house’s business was quoting rather extensively from a heamh the liability of a certain percentage of the building
of department and from a series of instructions about issuasdustry. At the height of the building boom in this country
and things that had been requested by us. | ask you to find oititis the wrong time (if there ever is a right time—and | say
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there is not) for state governments to be taking on significantast bulk of which went to the Country Fire Service. That is
liability in the building industry. despite the fact that, some time before the 2001 budget, he
My colleague the Minister for Consumer Affairs | had been advised by the Chief Executive Officer of the
understand will be making some decisions over the course dfttorney-General’'s Department that the system itself offered
the next week about other measures that we can offer theery little in advantage to the emergency services and was not
industry to help deal with this issue. | restate my offer to thea wise use of funds.
Master Builders Association and its membership: for those | have suspended the operation of the $1.1 million grants
builders experiencing difficulty, | offer the services of system because | have to say that, if there is a recurrent
government to help facilitate dialogue with one insurancejeficit in recurrent funding of over $2 million or $3 million,

company that has said it can cover 100 per cent. then you cannot give a million dollars away in grants: you
The Hon. Dean Brown: | am still waiting for a reply to  have to fix the hole in the budget first. The former minister
the letters | sent. is shaking his head. | want to know whether or not he thinks

TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: Yes, and | have signed a there is a hole in the budget. We have not got clear about that
number of letters. The reason | have delayed replying is thafet. If he does not think there is a hole in the budget, | will
we have been trying to find solutions. The advice | am giveryjive him the three years of documents, and we are going to
is that once the market stabilises in New South Wales anglive the three years of documents to someone else in due
Victoria in particular, particularly from 1 July, given the course.
enormous share of the insurance market that they hold, itis ¢ problem is that we have had an operating deficit year
expected that a number of new entrants will enter the marke§tier year and a million dollars going in pork-barrelling
With new entrants we have seen more insurance companiggants. When | suspended the operation of the grants, |
coming back in and, hopefully, some degree of normality illgyised the Volunteer Fire Brigades Association, and it had
return to the market. | do not run away from the fact that we,g, gitficulty with it, because everyone out there knew what
have a problem. It is a problem that is very difficult to dealey were: they were another method for this former minister
with. I would be quite happy if the Leader of the Oppasitionyg ryn an election campaign through the CFS budget. That no
was prepared to provide me with his views on what solutiongynger happens with this government. The grants have been
the government should be undertaking. My invitation to the;spended. One of the reasons that the grants were suspended
deputy leader is to provide me with his ideas of what |, theg that | found a litany of cases where the grants were given
Minister for Consumer Affairs and the Minister for Housing tor gne thing and then spent on another, and | find that an
should be doing. , extraordinary thing to do.

'Il'he Hon. Dean Brown: | have addressed that in some of Mr Brokenshire: Tell the truth
my letters. ) :

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | would be happy to sit down— TheHon. PF. CONLON: If the former minister wants
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: to say that, if he wants to raise that and take it on, | will bring

TheHon. K.O. EOLEY: Sure. Let us sit down and talk in the documents. Let me say this, too, that the grants system
. ' : ddyas a matter of considerable confusion for the former
Jovernment and some of its ministers, and | refer in particular

consideration, but exempting a retirement village does n X he f inister for tourism. th ber for Waite. O
necessarily in itself deal with the problem of a small builder-o "€ formerministerior tourism, the member for Vaite. ©n
February this year, he wrote to the Boating Industry

who cannot get insurance. Unless you want me to take on t T : )
g y ssociation to tell it that it could have $22 000 out of the

r'Slfl.he Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: fund. | pqint out a couple of things. On 22 Fepr_uary, the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: I do not disagree with that. former minister was well an.d truly the _former minister and
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: he should not have been doing things like that. | can also say
The Hori K.O. FOLEY: Absolufely | think that the that the grant that he was talking about had not been to any
deputy leader has some very valid points and we are Workin(gInISter yetand | assume that, unfortunately, he had to write
the Boating Industry Association and state that he was

through them at present. My nqn-negotiable point is that_l d abouring under a misapprehension. He was probably relying
not want to take on risk and | think that you would appreciate :

why governments do not want to and should not take on ision the advice of the former minister for emergency services.

However, | am happy to have further dialogue and | hope t% It was nothing_ put a sca}ndalous pqu-barrelling.e?(ercise
have some answers over the course of the next week. y the former minister while he presided over deficit after
deficit. It has been stopped and | can guarantee the house that

COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE it will not be coming back, certainly not in its present form.

Mr RAU (Enfield): Has the Minister for Emergency AIR SERVICES, REGIONAL
Services taken any steps to address the problems with the
CFS budget? TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): My question is

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Emergency  directed to the Minister for Transport. Will the minister
Services): | thank the honourable member for his question,advise the house of any plans which that he has to ensure the
because | have taken steps. One of the things that | fourmbntinuation of air services to regional South Australia and
astonishing about the budget for the Country Fire Service waasny emergency plan that he has should another airline route
that, while it was running a structural deficit on recurrentbe withdrawn from regional South Australia? It has been
funding year after year, the minister had set asideecently reported that the government has withdrawn any
$1.1 million each year for what | could only describe as porkassistance to Australia-wide Airlines, the preferred bidder for
barrel grants. The grants system established by the minist&endell Airlines and Hazelton Airlines, and | am concerned
on 5 October 1999 committed $1.1 million out of our verythat this action now places the continuation of regional air
difficult to find emergency services funding for grants, theservices at risk. | therefore seek information on the plan that
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the minister has to ensure that regional South Australiansegard to government processes concerning the emergency
have access to air travel. services budget?

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): | TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Emergency
thank the member for Light for his question. As | indicatedServices): | am concerned about the paper trail | have seen
to the house on 13 May 2002, my office was approached offgarding what has occurred, particularly in the Country Fire
that day by Australia-wide consortia, which is the preferredService budget, over the past three years. | have too much
bidder nominated by the administrator for the purchase ofnaterial to bring in and table in this place, but what I will
Hazelton Airlines and Kendell Airlines. | understand that wasPe— S
the first contact by the consortia with my office. However,on Membersinterjecting:
the administrator declaring Australia Wide as the preferred TheHon. PF. CONLON: | would not dare do it. | am
bidder, | am also advised by my department that contact wa3appy to release it publicly—all of it, all the information |
made with the administrator, Australia Wide and thesent to the Treasurer. | announce to the house that | am
commonwealth Department of Transport and Regiona¢oncerned that over three years a minister could be so warned
Services to establish if there were any expectations of they so many chief executives of problems accumulating in his
South Australian government by the bidder. portfolio yet do nothing about them. | am amazed that a

The advice obtained was that it appeared that condition@NiSter can be allowed within government processes to
applied only to the New South Wales and commonwealtfPreside over a service that unilaterally increases its own
governments. My office also had discussions on the night dpudget and a minister tnen h|d$]s |thf_rom the Treaiurer.
the initial contact with the office of the commonwealth SOVernment structures allow such a thing to occur. | know
Minister for Transport and Regional Services, Hon. Johror a fact that the former treasurer did not know what was
Anderson. Notwithstanding this late approach, | arranged fog?]lng ﬁn \f’v'th Ejhe CFS budget and that he was very unhappy
both myself and the Deputy Premier, along with officials W€ N€ foun out. S
from the Department of Industry and Trade and Trans- AN honourable member interjecting: _
port SA, to meet with the consortia just over 24 hours after 1 heHon. PF. CONLON: This is a structural issue, and
their approach. We met with the consortia representative whVill be writing to the new Treasurer. | will be delivering to
confirmed that; first, they had been negotiating with the New?im @ large number of documents and asking him to forward
South Wales government since February; secondly, they wef€m to Auditor-General for him to consider in his current
the administrator’s preferred bidder; thirdly, the administrato2udit of the Country Fire Service budget and its activities.
had given them a deadline of this Friday, 17 May, to resolve N€ paper trail—that large amount of documents which | am
any conditions associated with its bid; fourthly, they were@PPy to give to any member in this house who wants to see
seeking a government guarantee of a $15 million loan whicf18m—is very sorry reading for the former government. | will
had recently been refused by the New South Wales goven‘:?‘-Sk the Treasurer to forward them to Fhe Audltor-GenergI.
ment despite three months of negotiations and analysis; and, One of the documents, | will add, is a document which
finally, they were seeking direct financial assistance opomehow has been distributed to the press gallery and which
$5 million from the South Australian government. is & government minute from emergency services.

The Deputy Premier advised the consortia representative $E§ Egg' gFO 'Clz)o||\|e|5_/'o||§1-thlithz:)enn%thaﬁtd?gss ht;r:gn
that the South Australian government was not able to prov{/?}iistributed b Liberals to ex. IairF: Ft)he mexrlﬁber for Mawson’s
the level of financial assistance that was being sought. nswer est):arda In the prievance debate vesterday. the
consider it our duty as a responsible government not to lead! emberyfor Maw)gon said %hat the answer h?e/ ave 03:1' 26
on the consortia with any false expectations of what may bgctober last year was accurate because it relie% on a min-
possible following any more detailed analysis of their request. te—and he Kas distributed the minute. It does not do what
It would not have served anyone’s interest to have soug e puroorts. But it has a more im ortanlt flaw
further time to look at the detail of their proposal. In fact, ph ports. O Folev: What' E ” ’
another bidder who had approached the government for $h§:82.§# C(F)?\l?_yo\lgv I?;ssdta';td 13 November 2001
?osrssrtc?\?ig?ngctt# :rlrl]yx}%nlézcrit;?rif gs ligﬁ;g?gf;&g;gﬁﬂnless the former minister is in possession of a time machine,

would be and for our decisiveness. They drew a direc} d0 ot understand how in answering a question on 26
contrast with the previous government. ctober 2001 he could rely on a minute printed and noted by

. . . him on 13 November. | am at a loss to understand it.
This government is certainly very concerned as to the

outcome of this process of administration for Kendell POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Airlines. However, it will not simply pour very significant

amounts of money into a venture that the financial markets TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):

have identified as a venture that they themselves will noboes the Minister for Local Government believe that the
independently support. The government is certainly examinpopulation projections in the report tabled today give accurate
ing all possible outcomes from the current administratiordata available for government agencies to use for service
process and will do whatever it can as a responsible goverpianning purposes over the next year? The minister has today
ment to assist in the maintenance of airline services teabled population projections for South Australia and regional

regional areas. areas.
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
EMERGENCY SERVICESBUDGET The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer will come to

order. | am having difficulty hearing the leader.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): My question is TheHon. R.G. KERIN: These figures show the South-
directed to the Minister for Emergency Services. Could theEast statistical region losing 10 per cent of males aged
minister indicate to the house the level of his concern irbetween 20 and 34 between 1996 and 2001 during a time of
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greatly increased employment in the area, particularly in theomply with the participation requirements under the Job
wine and meat processing areas. The figures also show a Id8sarch and New Start allowances.
of 20 per cent of males aged between 20 and 34 between The shift of these vulnerable people from the disability
1996 and 2001 during a period when there was a largsupport pension to the New Start allowance places them in
increase in employment, which has been shown in all surveythie precarious position of running the risk of being breached
and which is obvious to anyone who goes there. The figurelsecause their access cab does not arrive on time to take them
are based on ABS figures done on the desks in Canberra atwlan interview. Not only do they run the risk of financial
do not take into account what is really going on out there. penalties but also the actual payments under the New Start
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Local allowance cuts their fortnightly income by $52.80.
Government): The new government will address the special As those vulnerable people lose their commonwealth
needs of regional South Australia, but it will do it on a entitlement, there will be an increased impact on the demand
particular basis. It will do it on an informed basis: it will not for our state’s services, particularly for the Family and Youth

lick its finger, stick it in the air and make a guess. Services/Community Services anti-poverty programs and also
in the areas of housing and health. In the short term, the
DISABILITY SUPPORT PENSION commonwealth has targeted one of the most disadvantaged

groups of people to achieve commonwealth savings, while at
MsBEDFORD (Florey): Can the Minister for Social the same time engaging in cost shifting to the South Aust-
Justice advise the house what changes the commonweal@lian taxpayer.
government proposes regarding the assessment criteria for the
disability support pension and what impact they will have on LONZAR'SLODGE
disability pensioners in South Australia? . . .
Thezcr))n. SW. KEY (Minister for Social Justice): As TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): Prior to making his

a consequence of the federal budget announced on Tues(%emsmn to demolish Lonzar's Lodge on Kangaroo Island,

niaht. recipients of the commonwealth disability SUpport ¥s the Minister for Environment and Conservation or his
gnsfon wiﬁ face additional hardships and difficulti)(/as 'IphposeStaff aware that Friends of Parks members had written to his
P P : department approximately four weeks prior to the minister’'s

currently receiving the pension usually suffer from a range ; . . ;
of physical and/or mental disabilities. As a result of the(?”g'tt0 the island, and approximately eight weeks prior to the

. molition of Lonzar's Lodge, strongly opposing any
measures announced in the budget, the assessment for §i6,, jjition of the lodge? Yesterday, the minister advised the
disability support pension will be tightened so that peoplenou

; : ; . se that he did not consult with the Friends of Parks
with a very restrlcte.d'capacny to vyork will be the only ON€S hembers about his decision to demolish Lonzar’s Lodge. The
guaranteed of receiving the pension. :

S minister indicated to the house that he did not take time to
This will apply whether or not the people concerned can,gngylt the Friends of Parks about his decision to demolish
obtain employment: it is a matter of whether they can bg onzar's Lodge because they had not made any representa-
assessed to work for 15 hours per week at award wagegons to him on the matter. The department received written
Currently, the assessment is based on the capacity to work fPépresentation opposing the demolition approximately eight
30 hours per week, and this has caused some problems ab@yeks prior to the minister’s decision to demolish the lodge.
which | am sure members have received complaints. The TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

changes, admittedly, for new recipients will not commence:gngervation): | thank the member for his second question.

until 1 July_2003, SO it_will be important for activists (_"amd It is obviously a pretty desperate opposition if on two
advocates in the disability area to analyse the potential fofynsecutive days—

people with these types of disabilities to be eligible for the 1o sSPEAKER: Order! The minister will answer the
disability support pension. As far as existing recipients of the, | ation. ' ’

DSP are concerned, the changes will apply from the time o TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, sir. | am not aware of

the!r next reyiew. Progressively over the next five years, al<L;1ny correspondence to which the member refers. | will check
recipients will be affected by the changed arrangements. SQiith my—

everyone receiving a disability support pension over the next The Hon. |.E. Evans interiecting:
five years will need to fit into this new capacity assessment TheHor; J D HILL: Hjang gn just a second. | wil

criteria. . . . ; .
. answer the question. | will check with the staff in my office
The only people who will be excluded from these new. ] y

) ) tg see whether correspondence has been received.
arrangements will be those with the most severe and profoung
disabilities and clearly have no capacity to do paid work or DRINKS, SPIKING
those who are within five years of age pension entitlement.
The commonwealth expects to claw back $28.2 millionover TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Does the Attorney-
four years from existing pensioners and to make furtheGeneral regard the current law, including penalties, relating
savings as a result of making it more difficult for future to the spiking of non-alcoholic drinks as being adequate? |
applicants to satisfy the eligibility criteria. have been approached by the parents of a person who has
Those most likely to be excluded from the disability been fined and disqualified from driving as a result of
support pension are among the most vulnerable in thexceeding the BAC level of .05 due to the now admitted
community and include the mature aged, the unskilled, thactions of a person deliberately putting alcohol in what was
long-term unemployed, people with health problems andtated to be a non-alcoholic drink, i.e., orange juice. | have
those with drug and alcohol problems. There is little likeli- also been informed by young women of their suspicion that
hood of these individuals obtaining secure employment in théheir drinks had been spiked in clubs, hotels and at parties.
current economic climate and a strong likelihood of financial TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
penalties (known as ‘breaching’) resulting from failure toshort answer to the question is yes. The relevant offence will
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depend on the circumstances, including the substance usegbponsibility to examine any decision that a previous
to spike the drink. Section 27 of the Criminal Law Consolida-government has made, particularly a government like this.
tion Act provides: This government is a responsible government, and what |
Any person who unlawfully and maliciously administers to, or have requested from the Department of Transport is an
causes to be administered to or taken by, any other person any poisassessment of the rail and rail freight across South Australia.
or other destructive or noxious thing with intent to injure, aggrieveThe member for Mount Gambier has spoken to me about the
ooyt cterperson st be gty ot an afenceand lale poject idenifie by the member for Mackilop an, a5 a
Al . . ) . . result of that, | have organised a briefing for him. | am happy
‘Malicious’ means intentionally or deliberately in this g 4o that for the member for MacKillop as well, although he
context. That would seem to be an appropriate maximunjas not been as forthright in coming to me as the member for
penalty. It will be up to the court in every case to determineyjount Gambier has. The South-East rail project that the
whether this offence has been committed, including whethgiember for MacKillop has identified today is the most
the substance used was a poison or other destructive g{atre of those particular projects that have been identified
noxious thing, and what was the intent of the defendanty, me across South Australia. As soon as this government is
Section 25 of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act provides: j, 5 position to announce whether the South-East rail project

Any person who, with intent to enable himself or any otheris going ahead, and/or any other projects, we will do so.
person to commit any indictable offence or to assist any other person

in committing any indictable offence applies or administers, or
attempts to a%ply)(/)r adrlninifster, t(l) arzjy p(?rgon, orr(]:auses to be taken STOCK STEALING
verpawerng drug, mater or ting. & guity of an ofience and laple  The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | direct my question to
to imprisonment for life. the Minister for Police.
As to the situation described by the honourable member, it Members interjecting: o
is my understanding that that matter is currently before the TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It's your day, Patrick; it's your
Supreme Court on appeal, and for that reason | would preféfay. Will the minister give the house an assurance that extra
not to comment on the matter. Placing alcohol in someongolice resources will be made available to assist local police
else’s soft drink is not a joke: it is conduct that could haveofficers in their difficult task of apprehending those involved
serious consequences for the person drinking. The persd stock stealing?
who does the spiking may be committing a criminal offence. Membersinterjecting:
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: If you haven't heard of the
SOUTH-EAST RAIL PROJECT problem, if you're a little patient | will explain it to you. This
is a very serious matter. Of recent months there have been a
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Can the Minister for great number of reports to local police in the northern parts
Transport advise the house whether the government plans ¢ the state and on Yorke Peninsula of an ongoing process of
progress or cancel the South-East rail project that would sesheep stealing. It is beyond the capacity of the local police to
the standardisation of the rail line between Mount Gambieput in sufficient time to ensure that those people are appre-
and Wolseley? The work and planning that goes into a projed¢iended. | therefore bring it to the minister’s attention and
like this was undertaken and completed by the previouseek his assistance.
Liberal government. Costings have been done, negotiations TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Police): |
with key stakeholders completed and $10 million over twocommend the member for Stuart: he does regularly in this
financial years has been committed in the budget. In fact, thelace raise matters of interest to his electorate, which is
South-East rail project had been identified as the first projegomething that many other people might think about. | am
to benefit from the newly formed rail facilitation fund. sure that the member for Stuart would appreciate this answer,
The Rann Labor government now contends that thidecause it is the same one the minister in the previous
regional infrastructure initiative requires review and, to dategovernment would have given: the addressing of patrols and
South-Easteners and other stakeholders have been left police resources is primarily an operational matter and one
limbo. The Minister for Transport has refused to rule out thefor the commissioner. What | will do—and | do not ignore
axing of the project and we do not know whether, once agairthe honourable member’s question—is undertake to raise the
regional South Australia will be abandoned. issue with the commissioner at an early date. | will take his
The SPEAKER: Can | tell the member for MacKillop question fromHansard and raise it with the commissioner,
that the kind of explanation he gave was not necessary for thgecause it is my view that police services should be addressed
guestion to be understood. It was plainly a statement. If thawhere they are needed, which | am sure is also the view of the
is to be continued, leave to make an explanation will becommissioner. We will be in a better position in the term of
withdrawn. this government to address police resources, because we have
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): made a commitment to recruit against attrition throughout the
The member for MacKillop correctly identifies the rail term of this government, which is something the previous
facilitation fund. What the incoming government did, and I government failed to do and which placed an enormous strain
did on behalf of the government as the Minister for Transportpn our police resources.
was to ask for an overall picture of South Australia with  Mr Brokenshire: Rubbish!
regard to rail and rail freight. | have asked for that advice TheHon. P.F. CONLON: The former minister says
subject to my making a recommendation to cabinet on behalRubbish!’ | can give him the facts and figures. The simple
of the government with regard to the South-East rail—  truth is that the former minister, the member for Mawson—
An honourable member: A sort of review? who has had a very bad couple of days and really should be
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: No review. Sir, | will not pulling his head in—is in denial. His government persistently
allow them to bait me, because | know you would not wanffailed to recruit against attrition, and anyone out there can tell
me to. Any incoming government has the right and thehim that that is why we have a legacy of so many inexperi-
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enced police officers in the job together, because when thegudit report questioning. When the shadow minister asked me
finally got to crisis point they did recruit before an election,that question, | clarified the question with the shadow
which is also precisely what happened before 1997, if peoplminister: was the question whether there were any problems
remember. We will not allow those peaks and troughs tavith the budget of which | am aware for the CFS for this
damage the police. We will recruit against attrition throughyear? When he confirmed the question, my answer then was,
the period of this government, which will allow us to do the ‘Il am not aware there will be any problem with the budget at
sorts of things that the member for Stuart is asking for.  the end of the year.’

HEALTH, SOUTH-EAST BUDGET There was discussion between agencies regarding possible
cost pressures and aspects of the budget, and | received verbal

Mr McEWEN (Mount Gambier): | would like to ask the b_riefing reg_arding the @ss_ues. | advised during thege discus-
Minister for Health a question that will be of great interest toSIONS On this verbal briefing that | would not be going back
my electorate. Will the minister tell the house what action isl© cabinet or the Treasurer for more money, given the record
being taken to manage the South-East regional health budg8t/dget, and that, if the cost pressure matter was confirmed to
and can she guarantee that the community will be consultggf accurate, they would need to adjust their existing budget.
before any action is taken to implement this matter? That is proper and responsible management from a minister

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): |  ©ftheday.
appreciate the honourable member's constructive and |was advised that they would be able to balance the global
proactive approach so far in relation to solving the problem&FSs budget, hence my answer to that question. | did request,
with the health services in the South-East. This questionowever, to be advised of further developments regarding
relates to yet another budget blowout that the former Ministepudget issues. On 13 November last year, approximately
for Human Services failed to deal with over a number ofthree weeks after the question, | received a minute from the
years. From 1998-99 to 2000-01 the Mount Gambier anéund manager, the person responsible for the overall fund. |
District Health Service ran up cumulative deficits of $4.4 mil-pointed out to the house that if, subsequently, | was advised
lion dollars, and this year the deficit is forecast to increase byhat there would be a blowout in the global budget, then |
a further $2.2 million. would have come back and advised the house. However, the

After three years of apparent inaction by the formerresponse from the fund manager was:
minister, the Neilsen report was finally commissioned in
October 2001 to examine the delivery of services in the Re update on forecast outcome for the CFS budget.
South-East region. This report highlights the need for You recently sought updated information about the expected
regional and local financial management strategies to refleetitcome for the CFS budget for the current year, following our
clinical planning. | have written to the chairman of the boardr€cent discussions on this subject. The amount budgeted to be paid

. - o to the CFS from the Community Emergency Services Fund for this
of the South-East Regional Health Service and invited thg,ancial year is $40.3 million, a significant increase on the previous
board to provide me with advice on the findings and recomyear’s budget. The latest monthly financial reports in respect of the
mendations of the report. | believe that it is vital that all CFS (which have been discussed with CFS and ESAU staff) indicate
interests be consulted, and | certainly undertake to thg‘uagézgrt]?tg‘: g?;?g?hbgntﬁg'zgetg dlant?rgtig"’:gséﬁf&re&‘:’vsefgi c")"rféeegf;en
member for Mount Gambier that th_at will oceur. . g erating surplus for the fi%st quarter of t%is financial year of

The board has agreed that a unified approach is needed$es2 000. In addition, capital spending for the first quarter was
ensure that quality services are delivered efficiently and cosi548 000 below budget.
effectively. | want to acknowledge the cooperation | have A review of the total CFS operating and capital forecasts for the
received from the chairman of the board, Mr Bill de Garis,remainder of the year indicate that the total outlays from the fund
and the board’s willingness to address these issues. | will alsgill not exceed the amount that is budgeted to be paid the CFS. The
continue to take advice from the member for Mount GambiePly factor that might be expected to affect that outcome is the

- . incurrence of extraordinary costs that may stem from a major
and also the member for MacKillop. | plan to visit the South-, shire.
East in the second week of June for further discussions with
the local members and to meet the health boards, hospitalwas signed by the General Manager, Business Advisory
executives, clinicians and other interested parties. Services, Justice Portfolio Services Division, on 13

The goal is to improve health services in the South-EasNovember.
and to ensure sustainability in the delivery of quality health . -
care, something that the former minister failed to do. | look TheHon. Dean Brown: That makes the minister look a
forward to the continuing support of the honourable membef©05€-
and also that of the member for MacKillop in this task. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | do not know if it makes the
minister look a goose, but | know that if ministers are going
to make allegations in the house they should do it with all the
facts and let them put all the facts forward. Twice this week
we have seen ministers trying to rewrite history or manipulate

GRIEVANCE DEBATE the facts for what | believe to be blatant political purposes.
Some of the documents that | understand were highlighted for
you in the house yesterday were never addressed to me in my

COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE capacity as minister. Again, | reinforce that | was not aware
of any budget problem in the CFS by the end of this financial
year. That was confirmed. | told them that they had to work

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Yesterday there were within their budgets and | believe to this day you will find the
questions in the house regarding a question that the thegiobal budget for the CFS is on track, as advised to me on 13
shadow minister asked me when | was a minister, during thBlovember.
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TOURISM CONFERENCE of the previous minister, who occupied the office for a mere
few weeks, as the fifth Liberal minister in one term, | must
TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-  say that | think he has a nerve. Admittedly, he brought a
ism): | rise in this grievance debate to express my astonisheertain style to the office and admittedly he was not brought
ment at the member for Waite. | have expected in thisnto disrepute as some of the former ministers were, but
chamber to see a low standard of behaviour, but on thigankly I think he has a chutzpah.
occasion he even failed to meet that. In his comments last
night the member managed to speak about matters which are BUILDING INDUSTRY
both inaccurate and misleading and which misrepresented me
extensively. He pointed out at one stage that | had not TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): Today, 16 May,
attended a conference and, of course, he is able to make aisya date by which in all previous parliaments considerable
assertion he wishes because he is not in possession of tlegislation would have been debated. | have been conversing
facts. with my colleague, the member for Stuart, who has been a
Members interjecting: member of this place for some 32 years. In those 32 years, he
TheHon. J.D.LOMAX-SMITH: The ATEC conference advises me, that as of 16 May governments have always
held in South Australia at the beginning of May was a mostlebated legislation before the parliament. Certainly this
important event. It brought together the inward boundopposition was prepared to debate legislation much earlier
operators and package providers from South Australia at #tan this, and we still wait for the first legislation to be
huge convention, which allowed us to market our product talebated.
both interstate and overseas operators. It was especially The relevance and importance of stating that is that it has
important for the tourism industry in South Australia, and ittaken this government a long time to start addressing matters
was significant that | played a part in this event. of state. Even in the absence of debating legislation, they
The week prior to the major conference | made it myhave had matters of state that they could be addressing but
business to meet 50 of the operators who would be presentitgve failed to do so.
their packages at this conference and spoke to them about the Mempers interjecting:
importance of their operation; to industry development in - The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | have been asked to name
South Austra!la. Furthermore, |rjthe Wegk of'[he'conferencgne and | am happy to do that. The housing indemnity
| met the tourism task force, which was in Adelaide as We”-insurance issue is one that this government is failing to

I spoke to the CEO of the Australian Tourist Commission. laqqress. It is failing to address it, and simply coming into this
met airline operators and spent some seven hours in meetinggyse and, in long rhetorical answers to questions, believes
with people involved in that conference. , that that is enough to satisfy the housing industry. They have
On the opening evening, | was fortunate to give thegjleq hecause they have not consulted and failed to under-
opening address and, | believe, played a significant part idang the import of this issue and, for that matter, the threat

that event. In being involved in that conference, | played §q oyr uilding industry. Small and medium sized builders are
Pafélthat W?S necessary( fo:jthﬁ. Minister ‘?k‘;lTOU”Sm-fTEeat a point today where their businesses are in crisis.
problem, of course, is (and this is possibly one of the : ,
problems he had) that the member for Waite did not realis(gh | have had representations from 28 such businesses to

that he is no lonaer in covernment. and that is why he was n ate, and those representations continue to pour in. | will
9 9 ' y are with the house extracts from some of the letters | have

aware of all the tourist minister’s appointments, why he WaSaceived over the past few days. They make worrying reading
not aware of the speeches | gave, and why he was not awai?deed The first letter reads in.part'

of the personal meetings | held during the week. He was no

in government and therefore not aware of what the Minister, e have signed three contracts to the value of $374 000 with
for Tourism was doing plans, engineers’ reports and deposits which cannot be continued

o e ntil insurance policies are issued for each job, which we need
Itis fair to say that the honourable member also criticisedmmediately. Four pending contracts, which have been in negotiation

my office arrangements. Again, he was not in possession dér some time, are to the value of $950 000. We have already had

the facts. He claimed, quite wrongly, that | suggested m)plans designed to clients’ specifications and cannot pursue until

office was in the basement of the Education Departmeri['SUrance issues are rectified.

building. The member clearly had not done his research verfinother company says in part:

well. The article to which he referred quotes quite clearly ‘her e are unable to commence any new work and, as our present

first floor ministerial office’. If 1 did not occupy his old jobs are near completion, this now puts our cash flow at a standstill

office, which he asserts very clearly was rather plush, it wagnd subsequently we are unable to pay our trade creditors and

because | chose less opulent offices out of those available affgdesmen.

put the plush office that the former minister occupied on thel'he same writer puts to me:

open market. It has never been occupied by me. Our current position is that we have to place our family home,
In terms of the credentials of this Minister for Tourism to which we built ourselves nine years ago for our children’s future, on

operate in this area, it is worth remembering that | have beethe market so we can create funds to pay our trade accounts whilst

involved in actors’ operations for over a decade. | have beelye Wait for this issue to be resolved.

involved in bids for special events, sporting events andinother writer puts to me:

conferences and in bringing them to the state. | have been a \ye have contracts signed with clients for three major residential

convenor of the Governor's business ambassadors grogsojects, which are each in the $300 000 to $500 000 range, but are

which has brought many conventions to South Australia, andnable to commence work until we can ascertain that we are able to

| have opened and been a keynote speaker at over 2@@tain indemnity cover. If we are prevented from commencing

. . . . onstruction for a number of weeks, this will stifle our cash flow and
international conferences in Adelaide. | have also bee@ause considerable financial difficulty, not only for us personally but

involved in setting a marketing strategy for tourism in thea|so for the large number of tradesmen we employ on a subcontract
capital city. When you compare my credentials to the parventasis.
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Another writer puts to me that they have a $300 000 pe©OECD countries and is losing its share of population in
contract approval but HIH Insurance approved only $50 00@ustralia. On some projections, the population of South
per contract. Another writer states: Australia is expected to stop growing in the year 2020. There
We hold a builders and supervisors licence which allows us t@re @ number of other benchmark indicators that reflect
do domestic and commercial additions, renovations, alterations arejually poorly on the economic performance of the previous
repairs up to the value of $350 000, yet our existing insurance covel.jberal government.
which runs out in two days, has a limit of $75 000 imposed on it by ; ; ;
our insurance company for home building indemnity insurance The only high SPOt in the report was eXportS’ where in
Where is the fairness in this? Why should insurance companies k001 South Australian exports exceeded the national level as
allowed to impose these lower limits on a policy that by legislationa percentage of gross domestic product. However, for the
we have to take out on behalf of the client and yet at the same timgrevious 10 years, exports had lagged below the national
severely limit our ability to earn income for our family? level and the report is cautious in treating the 2001 result as
So the list of letters go on, companies telling me that they aranything more than a one-off. In fact, the report says:
in danger of closing their doors, they cannot pay their bills,  overall, trade has a lower share of gross state product in South
they cannot pay for their contractors; yet all we have is thustralia compared with other states.
Treasurer coming into this place and saying in answer Q|| in al, the 2002 indicators report of Business Vision 2010
questions that it is his understanding that there is sufficiengoints to a Liberal government that over the past eight years
insurance in the market to cover building activity. Thatis notyever missed an opportunity to miss an opportunity in

the case. He must act. promoting the economic development of the state. The report
Time expired. is also timely in that it gives even greater credence to the bold
strokes that have been made by this government in the area
BUSINESS VISION 2010 of state economic development.
Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): This week South Australian BAROSSA MUSIC FESTIVAL

Business Vision 2010 released its indicators of the state of
South Australia 2002. This is the fourth annual publication Mr VENNING (Schubert): As the member for the
of this indicator report. The report uses a range of indicatorglectorate of Schubert, which includes the Barossa Valley, |
against benchmarks to track the state’s economic perfornyvas shocked and appalled at the Premier’s decision of
ance. The findings of the report are of some concern ango April to cut government funding to one of South Aust-
reflect poorly on the previous government. ralia’s best known regional art events, the Barossa Music
The first indicator of the report, gross state productfestival. The festival has achieved national and international
describes the level of income generated by economic activitiame. This untimely and detrimental decision has stunned,
to support living standards. Between 1992-93 and 2000-0kaddened and angered members of the Barossa community,
per capita gross state product, measured at constant pric@sts enthusiasts, the wider community, business leaders and
increased at a slower rate in South Australia than in the restinery and tourism operators.
of Australia. Over the same period, South Australia has fallen The previous government was not going to shut it down
from about $3 500 or 13 per cent to about $5 500 or 17 peput was looking at improving and refocusing the event to
cent below Australian per capita product. make it more successful and more user friendly, and to say
An analysis of income distribution in South Australia is that the previous minister (Hon. Diana Laidlaw) was going
of equal concern. It shows that the poorest 20 per cent ab cancel it is not true and is unfair because twice it was
South Australian households are comparable with the rest @frought up as a matter of concern and twice we asked the
Australia. However, for higher income groups, incomes areperators to refocus the festival. In the last six months, much
lower than for the rest of Australia. A more egalitarianhad been done to do just that, and the sad part is that the
society perhaps, but, according to the report, the lowefestival will not now be able to show that it has got its house
median income of higher income groups in South Australian order, because it would appear that the Premier is not going
reflects limited success in attracting and retaining higho give it a chance to prove itself, and its funding has been
income opportunities. It also reflects the emigration to othecut.
states of upwardly mobile young people with marketable The problem is that, if we were to have another festival
skills. similar to this with a different name, we would lose so much
Business Vision 2010 also reported that, in August 2001because the Barossa Music Festival's name is worth a
average weekly total earnings in all industries in SoutHortune. The festival, by that name, is known the world over,
Australia was $644.50, about $28 per week less than faand is particularly well known throughout Australia, and it
Australia as a whole. The report makes the observation thés an arts and cultural event that many people know about and
higher average weekly earnings on average indicate bettattend. For the Premier to say that he will create another event
quality jobs requiring more complex skills. On the crucial | think would be a gross waste because it would take 10 years
issue of employment trends, the report states that over the get up such an event—where would he have it, where
past decade employment has grown by 19.2 per cent througivould he focus it and how would he market it? | believe that
out Australia but by only 7.6 per cent in South Australia. Thisthe Barossa Music Festival was well marketed and well
period covers most of the time of stewardship of previousargeted but it needed to be finely tuned to make it more user
Liberal governments. friendly. | am very concerned that this has happened, and |
Demographic indicators were also of concern for Soutthave spoken to the Premier about the decision.
Australian Business Vision 2010. The report states that | can recall with great clarity that, last year, the Premier
population growth reflects optimism and attractiveness o€ame to the opening night and he and | both stood behind the
economic conditions and renewal of the labour force. In thelatform and discussed the festival. Maybe that particular
face of this observation, the report found that South Australi@oncert was not our cup of tea, and we agreed that the music
has a lower rate of population growth than seven majowas a bit heavy, but that does not mean we should chuck the
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whole thing out. It is an international festival and it was of a repairer is to drop the whitegoods at the repairer’'s
unigue because it was affordable and because most of tieorkshop, so we have been told, but, in the main, those
venues were in the wineries and the churches of the Barospaople who have complained to me are pensioners, and for
which, as we all know, are most unique venues. It had #hem it is a matter of some difficulty for example, to negoti-
special place in the hearts of a lot of people, particularly artate a refrigerator through their home and onto a trailer.

and music enthusiasts all around the world. Having made some inquiries, | found that section 58 of

Many of the people who put on acts came from all partghis state’s Fair Trading Act 1987 provides:
of the world as well. We know what it costs to run these sorts - A person must not, in trade or commerce, in connection with the
of events. It would take years to get a new festival up an@upply or possible supply of goods or services or in connection with
running. The funding, apparently, was cut on Tuesdayhe promotion by any means of the supply or use of goods or
30 April. | believe that 12 years of taxpayers’ money has beegervices— _ . i .
wasted, because it was spent promoting the festival, whict9) make a false or misleading representation with respect to the
h ; S . price of goods or services.
is now gone. The sum of money involved is minimal, especi- . .
ally when compared to the hundreds of thousands of dollar@erhaps that could be put in some plainer language. In the
allocated for other South Australian arts and cultural event§Xperience of my constituents and, in fact, even independent-
particularly the Adelaide Festival of Arts. It is nothing, and Yy of their experience, it would appear that this behaviour
compares more than favourably with the losses made by theonforms to that set out in the act. Whilst a technicality may
Festival. | do not think that we expect our arts festivals todllow for such advertising as earlier mentioned, it seems an
make money, but we at least expect them to be somewhet#conscionable way of doing business, especially with those
near the mark or not too far behind. | think it is very foolish who are elderly and those who quite often have severely
indeed to make the Barossa Music Festival the scapegoatlimited incomes.

Of course, the Barossa Music Festival brings a lot of | urge our ministers and the Office of Consumer Affairs
money to the Barossa and its region and helps our state examine this matter because, on the face of it, it appears
economy. This was a Philistine and incomprehensibléhat this type of advertising allows operators to make
decision, personally endorsed by the Premier, who is also thepresentations which appear to be misleading and which
arts minister. It is quite shocking timing. | would have generate a great deal of frustration and certainly ill will
appreciated the Premier’s bringing up the subject and sayingmong my constituents and others who, upon seeing the
‘We will await the next festival and, if things are not done, advertisements, expect one thing and, upon making inquiries,
we will reassess.” However, to cut it right in the middle of afind out that the service is something entirely different. In
changing period | think is very sad indeed. fact, | have had two more calls in a similar vein this week,

The Australian wine industry has experienced a boom tim@nd | am seeing somebody on Friday about it. Certainly, it is
and this festival has been part of the culture that is th&@f concern to our community.

Barossa, that is, wine, food, culture and music. Somebody
just turned out some of the lights, and this was a critical part
of that. | am very sad. If this government was reviewing

everything why did it not review this, too? It was done too

quickly, and the damage, which was too harsh, could be
terminal. It is not too late to reverse the decision, and | plead
with the Premier and to the members of the government to
give it another go.

COURTS, SENTENCING

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek
leave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.
WHITEGOODS REPAIRERS .
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yesterday in the other place

MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): Over recent times a the Hon. R.D. Lawson (the shadow attorney-general) made
number of people have come into my electoral office with@ Short speech concerning my public comments in response
complaints about what they believe to be misleading advertigo the decision in the District Court of His Honour Judge Lee
ing by some whitegoods repairers in and around our locdn the Nguyen case. The shadow attorney-general said:
area. These operators advertise their services with a special Attorney-General Atkinson was on radio tut-tutting about the
mention of the fact that they charge no call-out fee, and yo@pparent leniency of the sentence and muttering about an appeal
will often see a little circle where that is highlighted. In fact, 29@inst that sentence.
that is true, and it seems to be a practice that is adopted Bye went on to say:
many similar operators. However, these advertisements do The attorney is there suggesting that the courts were unreason-
not mention that an average charge of about $15 for the firstoly rejecting the appeals of the Director of Public Prosecutions. He
15 minutes is charged for any repairer visiting the home tds also undermining the judicial process by implying criticism of the
assess what repairs may need to be done. This means t#ig€ for being lenientin that particular case.
when a repairer comes to a person's home, before any workhe shadow attorney-general concluded:
is done, a charge of $50 on average is incurred. Whilst, The Attorney-General, by criticising individual cases on public
technically, this may not amount to a call-out fee, it appearsadio, is undermining public confidence in the judicial system,
to have the effect of one. Arguably, it is a service. Howeversomething that he is sworn to uphold.
an additional fee is charged on top of anything beyond th@&here are two misrepresentations there. The first is that |
initial period of visitation and diagnosis. expressed the view that the sentence was lenient, and the

The constituents who have come into my office havesecond is that | suggested that the courts were unreasonably
expressed concern that they have experienced a great dealejecting the appeals of the DPP.
frustration when dealing with these repairers because the My interventions on talk-back radio regarding sentencing
operators’ practice led them to believe something which, inn our criminal courts is educative rather than polemical. |
reality, is quite different. One way of avoiding the call-out feehave in front of me the South Australian Government Media
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Monitoring Service radio talk-back summary, which stateson her new role has shown a great capacity to handle the new
(these are my remarks on the Leon Byner program on 1and considerable responsibilities involved. | congratulate her

April): and look forward, with all other members, to working with
... Judge Christopher Lee is in the best position to do thd1er into the future. _

sentencing. Today is also an opportunity to congratulate all members

Later | said: on their election to this parliament. | knew that we on this

prosecution authorities are concerned about the level ?ide had a good intake of new members, and | certainly get
sentencing for cause death by reckless and dangerous driviﬁBe'mpreSS'on that the parliament has done well with the new
generally. members entering after this election. | congratulate the
Later | said: Premier and ministers on their swearing in, and | will work

) with them to ensure that South Australia keeps improving.

In this case the judge has accepted the defence’s submission on ; ; o
sentencing, . as youread the judgment its pretty clear that Judge Earlier this year we had one of South Australia’s closest

Lee feels that Mr Nguyen says he’s presently studying a building an@nd hardest fought elections. Behind this election was an
construction course at TAFE and supporting himself with part-timeenormous amount of effort by a wide range of people.
tiling and paving work. . | guess Judge Lee’s reasoning is that causeCertainly for candidates and their families an election is a
death by reckless driving is unusual in the criminal law in that it ispactic experience. We all are supported by an enormous
not something that is done deliberately or intentionallyoy gross . .
negligence. . therefore, the offender didn't intend to kil number of very dedicated and hardworking people. Both
Mr Anderson . . therefore might be good to avoid sending him to Sides have many people who believe in the cause and who
prison which wouldn’t do him any good. personal development work hard to get their candidates and party elected.
is concerned. . keep out ofprison in the hope he wouldn't use | pjace on the record my thanks to all those terrific and
g)lfg;yéfam an honest living and not be a further cost to thee jicateq people who helped me and the Liberal candidates
. , ._in the election. | record a huge thank you from the whole
| took the opportunity to expand on Judge Lee’s sentencings jiamentary team to Graham Jaeschke, Rosemary Craddock
remarks and to tell the public of South Australia his reasonmgnd the Liberal Party organisation. Their tireless efforts are
for sentencing in the Nguyen case. greatly appreciated. | thank my colleagues and those hard-
On the second point regarding rejecting the appeals of thgorking candidates who are less fortunate for their support
DPP, | refer to a further interview on the Leon Byner anq efforts in their electorates. Every candidate was support-
program on Radio SAA where | said: ed by family and a group of people who worked tirelessly to
The DPP, whose decision it is, it's not my decisionwillnot  maximise the Liberal vote. | thank each and every one of
be appealing but he’s written letters to people who've written to h'mtgose people.

about this case explaining his decision. He says the courts have lai f .
down extremely high thresholds for the prosecution to get leave to | {ake this opportunity to thank those people who helped

appeal . . hesays itll only institute an appeal if it's got a reasonable Me in the electorate of Frome, mainly in my absence due to
prospect of succeeding. he's carefully reviewed the case and my broader responsibilities. Terry Boylan, Vicky Manner and

doesn't think there’s any prospect of getting the sentence overturnesthers did a great job. The 8 per cent swing achieved in
on appeal. . that although Nguyen'’s behaviour after the offence wa : : : : :
an aggravating consideration, it wasn't in the worst category of deatsgrome is an absolute credit to their efforts, not just with a

by dangerous driving because there was no alcohol, no excessit@'gely absent member but against considerable effort from
speed and no evidence of previous dangerous driving. Ron Rohde, Ron Roberts and the Labor Party. Perhaps it says

Later | said: something about the member when the less he is there, the

So he [the DPP] says that in the 10 years that he’s been the DFI?ilgher the vote. | thank the people of Frome for their

he's instituted more than a dozen appeals against apparenty®ntinuéd support and understanding. ) )
inadequate sentences for causing death by dangerous driving and he At the election we saw the departure from this parliament
says he’s succeeded in only two cases. of some very talented people who have made an enormous

The confusion of the shadow attorney-general (Honcontribution to this parliamentand to South Australia. Former
R.D. Lawson) is that | was not saying those things regardingremier, John Olsen, has spent most of his life serving the
the DPP’s not appealing on my own account: | was in facSouth Australian community. His long service culminated in
quoting from a letter which the DPP sent to citizens who hadnis five years as premier. His premiership coincided with a
written to him about the Nguyen matter. Those words werderiod in which we saw an improvement in South Australia’s
the words of the DPP. | think it is entirely in order for the €conomic performance. John was always a fierce advocate for
Attorney-General of the state to amplify the reasons whict$outh Australia. While his outstanding legacy will always be
our judges give for their sentencing and to explain to théhe Alice Springs to Darwin railway, we never should forget
public of South Australia why the DPP has not appealed &is championing of the cause of our car industry; his

particular sentence, using the DPP’s own words. successful export push; the focus on the defence industry; and
his achievement of getting the Murray River finally onto the
ADDRESSIN REPLY national agenda. These are but a few of his achievements in

a long and distinguished career. As his deputy premier and
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed ora minister, | appreciated his support and the fact that he was

motion). willing to back me and others with initiatives such as Food
(Continued from page 240.) for the Future and bio-innovation. He was willing to have a
go at doing things differently.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): | Graham Ingerson served this state as a deputy premier and

am grateful for the opportunity to respond to the openingminister. Graham was a determined minister who believed
speech of Her Excellency the Governor. Marjorie Jacksonthat you had to make things happen. He was determined to
Nelson is doing a fine job as our Governor and it has beenmake a difference and to help South Australia develop. He
pleasure to be involved with Her Excellency. She has alwayw/ias always supportive of other members and willing to
been very popular with South Australians, but since takingliscuss issues and problems with them.
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David Wotton was one of the most highly respected merable to expect that their vote is respected. | feel that a
in the South Australian parliament. David's efforts as adangerous precedent may have been set where, in the wash-
minister spanned a long time and he was a member of greap of a close election, in future we will see a bidding war
integrity and wise counsel. John Oswald, whether as Speakethere offers are made and deals done which will basically
or a minister, served the state with great dignity. Like David change the result as arrived at by the South Australian
he was highly respected across the political spectruntonstituency. This must be addressed as a priority in constitu-
Michael Armitage spent eight years as a minister. After theional reform as a basic building block of our democracy.
1993 election Michael took on a very difficult task as health  The Labor government takes the reins at a very fortunate
minister. He took the challenge head-on and remoulded thime for them. This contrasts enormously with the mess that
health system in this state, removing much inefficiency alonghe Liberal government inherited in 1993. We now have a
the way. His efforts in this and other portfolios were a greastrong and growing economy and a strong budget position.
contribution to South Australia. Steve Condous had aWhat a contrast to the debt and deficit of 1993 and the
illustrious career as Lord Mayor of Adelaide before enteringunemployment, the enormous uncertainty, and even despair,
parliament in 1993. His eight years in parliament capped offn the South Australian economy. Much has been achieved
Steve’s enormous contribution to the South Australiarsince 1993. It was not without pain and required many tough
community, and Steve championed many causes during hgecisions, but that is what government is about. It is about
parliamentary career. recognising the problem and if unpopular decisions are

We also saw the departure of three outstanding membersquired then government has the responsibility to act. South
of our Legislative Council team. Trevor Griffin has been oneAustralians realised the depth of the problems caused by the
of South Australia’s outstanding politicians over the pasimismanagement in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Much of
couple of decades. His work as Attorney-General has beamhat has been achieved has been a true partnership between
exceptional; he was always dignified, caring and totallygovernment, business and the community.
honest. Jamie Irwin, a president of the Legislative Council, Let us look at how South Australia has changed under a
was always a great supporter of regional and rural Southiberal government. Unemployment was 12 per centin 1992.
Australia and a big help to new and younger members. Legh is now 7.1 per cent in 2002, with 45 000 jobs created. We
Davis was a long-serving a member of the Legislativesee jobs going begging in regional areas, and what a contrast
Council and brought to the parliament a high level ofthatis to what we saw in the late 1980s and the early 1990s.
understanding about financial markets and business in Soubebt was a massive $9.6 billion, which was $6 593 per
Australia. capita. Now it is $3.27 billion or $2 176 per capita—a

Members interjecting: massive reduction. As a result, there has been massive

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | note the support from across savings in interest payments. The budget deficit was
the house. | thank these members for their contributions to thH#300 million per annum. We now have balanced budgets.
state and congratulate them and other departing members Brport growth was just not happening back in 1993, but we
their efforts over many years for other South Australians. have seen a magnificent effort by South Australia exporters

| also make brief mention of Murray DeLaine and Ralphand government has been right in there working with them.
Clarke who were two very true blue Labor MPs. Murray, al will speak further about exports when | speak of the areas
very hardworking member, was well respected and popularyhich, if supported by government, can grow this economy
and Ralph was always a colourful member who worked veryand give South Australia a great future. We finally achieved
hard. 1 do not intend dwelling for long on the election what no other government could: the Adelaide-Darwin
outcome. The Liberal Party was the choice of the majority ofailway will be completed.

South Australians, and for that | am grateful. This Having taken government at a time when South Aust-
government has a very special responsibility and should belia’s economy is performing so well, it was very disappoint-
quite humble, because it is an appointed rather than an electedy to hear the continuing talking down of the economic
government. position by the Premier, by the Treasurer and by a couple of

Much has been said and written about the intent of théhe media commentators. Comments such as ‘having to turn
people of Hammond. They overwhelmingly voted for athe economy around’ and ‘rust belt state’ are absolute rubbish
Liberal government, the Liberal candidate receiving theand an insult to the many South Australians who have
highest primary vote, and the candidates who declared tha¢surrected this economy over the last eight years. Many
they would support a Liberal government received overentrepreneurial South Australians showed their faith in this
whelming support. Their right to have a say in who governsstate who invested, employed and achieved. To have their
in South Australia for the next four years was taken fromachievements discounted and ignored by government is both
them—but that is now history. As we look at reform, we mustinsulting and unfair. This is obviously a concerted effort to
address the manner in which this happened. If candidateswrite history—something the ALP does in a whole range
declare support for a particular party, the voters should bef areas.
able to expect that their vote is respected. While deputy premier and then premier, | had regular

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, meetings with leaders of the major industry organisations and
Madam Acting Speaker. The election in the seat of the statmany leading business people. It has been increasingly
district of Hammond is currently before a court of disputedevident, particularly over the last 18 months to two years, that
returns, which Justice Besanko is presiding over. | ask youhe South Australian economy has strengthened considerably.
ruling on whether the leader's comments prejudice thafhis has been acknowledged in comparisons with the other
matter. states and national averages and indicators. Whether it be

The ACTING SPEAKER (MsThompson): | ask that  exports, retail sales, unemployment rates, housing com-
the leader be mindful of matters that are before the courtsmencements, CBD office vacancies, capital expenditure

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Generally speaking, if candi- growth, or a whole range of other indicators, it cannot be
dates declare support for a particular party, voters should b#enied that this economy is in a better position than it has
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been for a long time. If we add to this the two fantasticwe heard him talk about ‘no jurisdiction’. Jurisdiction is not
agricultural seasons just experienced and with that moneyeeded to play a role in trying to broker a solution—and the
now flowing into the economy, we should be looking atLabor Party is the party with all the union connections. One
continued growth into the future. In one of the grievancewonders what the AMWU was saying to the government.
contributions today we heard a comment that the 2001 expo@ne would hope that South Australia did not suffer these
figures are a one-off. If you look at the amount of grain thaosses and the dent to our reputation to help the AMWU with
will be exported later this year and the way the wine industnyjits national agenda—I suspect so. | found it incredible that,
is going, that is absolute rubbish. The export figures are nathile the industry and its enormous work force was at risk,
a one-off, and they will continue to grow. there appeared very little effort to get involved.

Having watched the new government closely, | have |n Fepruary 2001, when | was acting premier, there was
several concerns about the negative impact some of ifg dispute between the same two parties. When | was briefed,
actions—or lack of action—will have on the economy. First,| inyited both parties to my office to meet. Despite consider-
there is the government’s attitude to the current state of thgpe acrimony for some time, the meeting gradually worked
economy. As | have said, they are talking the economy dowRgwards a solution. A worker had been sacked. A compromise
giving no acknowledgment to our true achievers and, quitquas reached whereby the worker was reinstated in return for
frankly, talking as though government needs to dictate thgne union's ceasing industrial action. | quote from the
direction. The government shows no confidence in Southgyertiser of 6 February 2001, as follows:

Australian business. Business needs facilitation, support and . )

staying out of their way. Business is not looking to, AMWU State President lan Curry was pleased with the outcome.
L .. ._He hailed Mr Kerin’s help as ‘constructive and timely’.

government to tell them they are getting it wrong, and it is

going to be very important for the Economic DevelopmentThis intervention was no more than should be expected in any

Board and government to acknowledge the efforts of businessmilar situation, but in this case, for some reason, it just did

and show confidence in what is currently working well for not happen. It was ironic how this latest dispute coincided

South Australia. with the tremendous news about Mitsubishi. The government,

Secondly, there is some risk of uncertainty slowing growttrightly, made the most of that great news, but it was most
due to a lack of decisions right across government. Mucldisappointing to see it go missing when help was needed to
uncertainty within government is brought about becaussolve the dispute, which caused much anxiety and consider-
portfolio allocations to ministers are so far out of line with theable financial loss.
current structure of government. | do not question the TheHon. Dean Brown: Actually, more loss than the
Premier’s right to allocate portfolios as he wishes. However%ovemmem put into Mitsubishi—
uncertainty are delays in many service délivery areas whiclsSue i1 that of publlc liability in the. building industry, the'

ealth system and in general for business and the community.

are creating annoyance and inconvenience for many in tl’\(laﬂ/hilst | acknowledge that it is a difficult issue, | am also

business and general community. | am also aware that ma?(ware of growing frustration that this government is not

EZ%‘@%Z Oefxc?tO\(/smIEg\r/]vtai?i?qpa(;tergg?;snsagi F’:?J:(énr%lgé ;Vrf howing an understanding or enough willingness to become
pacity 9 nvolved. The Premier refers to the issue as being national,

structures. | am told of increasing frustration in many section§/et last week we saw New South Wales and Queensland

of gr%\ﬁfélnmtﬁg?e is arowingd concern in manv circles aboutmove to find solutions in several areas. Those who have
y: 9 9 y approached the government have certainly not been thrilled

the lack of decision on the future of some programs Wh'(.;l'by the lack of response. These issues are vital to this state.
have been so successful in not only government working W'ttfhis matter should now become a major priority for this

industry but also in achieving terrific cooperation between overnment before we lose builders and jobs, doctors and

companies. The Food for the Future program is a goo - : :
example of how industry has worked together with govern-ﬁealth care (particularly in regional areas), and before we see

ment to stronaly outoerform the rest of Australia Thesmall businesses and community groups greatly disadvan-
o ngly P o y aged or even destroyed. The state government cannot hide
opposition will be closely monitoring the range of successfu

. djem the difficult issues: they must be tackled.
programs to ensure that this government does not put at ris .
the mechanisms whereby South Australia is achieving, across e hear much from the Treasurer regarding budget
arange of industries. honesty. He has been selective and theatrical in trying to paint

Another concern of many watching the new governmeng Picture that he has inherited a major problem. How short
is the lack of government wanting to get involved in the hardsome memories must be! This budget is incredibly better than
issues. Much has been said about many appointments ai@at was left to us in 1993—there is just no comparison
reviews being announced without a real decision being madéhatsoever. And | suspect very few members of the public
on structure. However, more concerning is the government&€lieve the Treasurers claims. His latest gaffe of not
obvious reluctance to get involved in facilitating solutions toknowing of the $205 million in the budget for teachers’ pay
the big and difficult issues. The two outstanding examples aréiSes shows how ill-informed his comments have been. One
the motor industry dispute and the escalating public liability¥ould have to ask if all his statements were, therefore, at least
problems. $200 million wide of the true situation.

The illegal strike at Walkers threatened not only the future There were always doubts about the ALP’s promises.
and the reputation of our vital motor vehicle industry but alsaHowever, any thoughts of a budget strategy totally disap-
caused tens of millions of dollars of losses. It was frustratingpeared when the thought of luring the member for Hammond
to see the state government not willing to get involved inbecame possible. Promises were made with total disregard for
getting the dispute sorted out quickly. We heard that it washeir cost, their sensibleness or any of the consequences. The
a federal issue; we heard the Premier refer it to the ministegovernment has constantly given the weak excuse that we
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agreed to the same. No way in the world! We did not, andhis represents a complete break of the ‘no new taxes’ policy,
would not, and if anyone thinks that we did they were trickedas put down by the Labor Party and us (if they are not going
Three promises stand out as particularly costly and illto break that policy), or yet another massive blow to the
conceived. First, the fumigation of broomrape is predicted tdudget if they are going to put the money up instead of
cost $50 million. So much for the ALP’s so-called priorities raising the levy. These promises and others blow the whole
of health and education. Not only is $50 million very budget strategy, if there ever really was one.
expensive but also very few agree that this is the right The factthat Labor was prepared to do these deals without
strategy. Did they check the cost or the credibility of theknowing the cost or repercussions is in stark contrast to their
proposition? No, they did not. They just agreed to anythindleatings about budget honesty. There is absolutely no doubt

in a bid for power. Secondly, the buy-out— that these commitments will have to come at the expense of
TheHon. M J. Atkinson: You signed the same docu- either health or education, or probably both. The cost is
ment. almost certainly well in excess of $100 million. Having

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: No. The Attorney-General gained office by agreeing to these outrageous asks, it is
interjects yet again that we signed the same document.dbviously now beyond question that the government will
repeat that, if he believes that, he was tricked because thatoceed with these deals, at great cost to other Australians.
just never happened. But it does not surprise me that h&s | pointed out during the election campaign, health and

would be. education are the priorities of all governments. Itis all about
The Hon. M .J. Atkinson: You were too cunning. That's having the money to afford better services. The ALP has

why I'm the Attorney-General. knocked off over $100 million from health and education to
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We are far too cunning. getinto government.

Secondly, the buy-out of the river fishery— There is no doubt that regional South Australia was
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: disappointed with the appointment of the Labor government.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Let’'s move on boys. Secondly, Regional South Australia has had a remarkable turnaround
the buy-out of the river fishery: whilst many want this to in the last few years. Initially, the wine industry started to
happen, the ALP showed absolutely no regard for the 3@rn the fortunes of several regions. This has continued, and
families who, with a quick and slick deal, had their livelihood many areas have boomed as a result of this industry, the other
removed. Obviously, it was not just a case of no consultatiorgctivity it creates and the tourism which inevitably follows.
but they also had no idea of how they would do it. These 30 Much has been said about the success and impact of the
families currently feel as though they have become totallyvine industry. South Australia owes much to the wine
expendable in the wake of a political deal, and it really doesndustry. The constant attacks on the National Wine Centre
appear as if this government could not care less. Fisheridsy the ALP demonstrate its naivety of what this industry and
have been closed before, and there are recognised meansitsrpeople have done. It is vital that we get the Wine Centre
compensation. working well. A total lack of business nous was shown when

Initially, we thought that this was a $3 million or $4 mil- the ALP threatened that it may not continue later in the year.
lion decision taken without consultation. However, it is far The resulting cancellation of those statements has certainly
worse than that. We found out on the ABC that a new methodot helped those who are working hard to make self funding
has been struck in the deal done. The member for Hammonwhat is a major asset for this state.
outlined that the agreed method was that the buy-out would The example of the wine industry has given confidence to
be based on the net present value of the rest of life earningghers. Our Food for the Future strategy was, in part, based
of the fishermen. He claimed that the cost would be a sion the successful target setting of the wine industry. | have
figure sum in total. Later that day, the Premier claimed thatotally enjoyed working with the food industry over the last
it would total only a couple of hundred thousand dollars. We6Y2 years. As is the case with the wine industry, it is a major
could be excused for asking: who has done the arithmeticf2ason why exports have doubled since 1995.

This says so much— Last financial year, food exports out of South Australia
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: increased by a massive 40 per cent. This has been largely
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Well, it shows how much because not only are government and industry working

thought went into the deal. And, yes, the Treasurer may wellogether, but industry is working together in overseas

have been responsible for the arithmetic. | think we have seemarkets. The significant success of Food Adelaide in the

a fair few examples of the Treasurer’s ability to add up. Everdapanese and Taiwan markets and the Australian Pavilion in

being generous with the definition, the Premier’s statemerfingapore show what can be achieved when we all work

would mean a maximum of $300 000. That is $10 000, ortogether. The seafood, grain and meat industries have all put
average, per fisherman. It is an incredible insult to suggest sensational performances in the last few years.

that the rest of life earnings at net present value would be Importantly, regional South Australia has, through new

$10 000—a one-off payment. No wonder these families areevelopments, been made far less reliant on rainfall. Aquacul-

very upset—and the government had, until at least last weekyre, irrigated viticulture and horticulture, and a major rise in
refused to talk to them. Imagine how they feel—betrayedralue adding have significantly drought-proofed the South
completely. The Premier said that an announcement wouldustralian economy if not individual farmers. Aquaculture
be made at budget time. That is after they have lost theinas made an enormous difference to Eyre Peninsula. Coastal
livelihoods. We are told that the decision regarding compentowns and Port Lincoln have had a major revival—and | will
sation has not been made, yet they already have be@ome back to that when | comment on the Minister for Local
informed that they are losing their licences. Government’s ministerial statement today.

The third commitment that the government did not This sense of government and industry teamwork has
understand was the requirement to levy irrigators. Thextended to the rural members of parliament. Whether it be
components of this proposal are extremely expensive fahe member for Flinders helping developers in the seafood
anyone who understands what is in it. It is unclear whetheindustry or the other members with their various regional
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strengths, | commend them on their efforts. It has been an | am aware that there was a great anxiety throughout the
exciting time in regional South Australia, with tourism also bioscience community as the government revisited whether
on the sharp increase. As a government we asked th@ not to contribute funds to the Plant Genome Centre, but |
Regional Development Task Force to identify the issues imm appreciative of the fact that the new government is stuck
regional South Australia. We then worked very hard to meetvith the previous commitment.

the recommendations. A major initiative has been the Growth in bioscience has been sensational, and more
Regional Development Infrastructure Fund. This has beeapportunities beckon. It is a great industry to keep our

used very strategically to help create development across tlideverest young people, to attract others back and to bring in
state. talents from elsewhere. Itis a very smart industry and will in

I hear mumblings that this will disappear and would argugime be recognised as a great strength of South Australia.
that this would be a major setback for regional areas. Thifivotal to that development is the Thebarton bioscience
fund has been strategically used to remove impediments fecinct, and | urge the new government to ensure that the
development occurring. The regional development revival halgnd for the precinct is secured as soon as possible.
created major infrastructure challenges in rural areas, and the | must admit to being somewhat bemused by the headline
previous government has worked hard to prioritise an®n the Premier's press release on Friday. It said, ‘Rann
provide infrastructure. launches South Australian bioscience industry.’ | thought we

A major improvement has occurred in the regional road@d the industry up and going already! Good work has been
network. | use the example of Brinkworth in the Mid North— done by many, and | have greatly appreciated the cooperation
coincidentally in Frome. Prior to 1993, Brinkworth had only Petween the university and all the other players. We in South
one bitumen connection to the sealed network, and that w4sUstralia have the intellectual power, the infrastructure and
an easterly road joining it to the Clare-Gladstone Road. The{f€ entrepreneurial will to create a major bioscience industry,
now have a seaied southern link to Blyth, a sealed wester@'d it is vital that the new government fully supports the
link to Snowtown and a soon to be completed northern link10Science community, as it plays a major role in making this
to Koolunga. And that is very important from a social justiceState a smart state, capitalising on our significant research and

point of view, particularly for the schoolchildren, the developmen’t capacity. _
businesses and, in general, road safety in that particular area. 1 € Staté’s new Economic Development Board has been
charged with charting government priorities for economic

str;[ge ?oogéa?gr?gitzla_tildlc?\%rrl:ﬂr#;tg arse (i::r?e?quolggendetwoer evelopment. | suggest that South Australian business has
gy 9 9 one a good job in recent times in focusing on our strengths.

As | mentioned earlier, the Liberal government achieved th here is no doubt that we need to maximise the sustainable

Alice Springs-Darwin rail link. John Olsen will be remem- .
pring gevelopment from our natural resources and to integrate new

gg;i(rjeaZI?nﬁ;enTk;eerrsWthhoatd iléviéztljl;?/\/?se tLaélv(\;?i)\ll iﬁgdﬂl)é%ndustries with our strong traditional industries. It is vital that
Without John Olsen’s drive | really doubt that the railway & priority be placed on continuing our exceptional growth in

would ever have been built. The construction has been xports. This sensational performance has funnelled much

. oney into the South Australian economy, a factor that has
boost for employment in Whyalla, Port Augusta and Port :
Pirie and for many South Australian businesses. The link wilféggg(')brﬁted enormously to the current strength of that
be a major boost for our growing food industry and | feel y.

e h . The state’s mineral and resources wealth is still very
gigggé’\g” resitin far more tourism than has been generally, , yo " ijised. | hope that this government continues the

) .. programs and the commitment of the previous government
As a state, South Australia must concentrate on it3g ensure that the employment and wealth potential of this
strengths. The growth of the food and wine industries is §nportant industry is unlocked. The policy direction of this
perfect example of making better use of our pristine Watersgovernment on mining is somewhat confusing, and from
good soils and our innovative work force. When comparing.gmments made publicly by the member for Hammond we
states, the major advantagge of South Australia is our resear%y well have an ALP friendlier to mining than previous
and development community. We really are leaders and haye, o governments. If this correction to pre-election policy
a great human and infrastructure resource which we havg gejivered in an even-handed and sustainable fashion, then
only started to better utilise in recent years. We must have @q \welcome this more mining-friendly approach.
foqus on cpmmercia]ising the greatfipds of our scientists, an Having seen certain comments in this week’s media, |
doing so right here in South Australia. look forward to seeing how the government handles the
Cabinet agreed to the setting up of Bio-Innovation Southssues surrounding the Gammon Ranges. | urge the govern-
Australia a couple of years ago. By having a dedicated grougent to give priority to the SAMAG magnesium project near
working on biotechnology, we were able to gather the supporbort Pirie. This project is of the utmost importance to this
and cooperation of our bioscience companies, our universitigggion and the state. The project has evolved somewhat in
and other research institutions. This is one innovative aregecent months, and | urge the government to do all in its
that | plead with the new government to give priority to andpower to ensure that this project succeeds.
keep the momentum to ensure that South Australia becomes e are currently having history rewritten in a number of
areal leader in this field. areas. One of the more ludicrous offerings of the government
Last Friday we had the announcement of the Planis its claim that nothing has been done about the Murray
Genome Centre at the Waite Institute. This is not only a vitaRiver over the past eight years. That is absolute rubbish. It
development for our cereal growers but an important step ivas a former Liberal government (and, indeed, the Howard
ensuring that South Australia has the critical bioscience maggvernment) that, after years of rhetoric, actually got action.
to stay at the forefront and grow a major industry. There ha3 his was done through the Natural Heritage Trust and other
certainly been enormous growth in the industry over the lagbrograms that embraced a partnership with both land-holders
12 months, and they are to be congratulated on that. and the community. The Liberal government had the Murray
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River identified on the national agenda at last, and alswould understand how wrong many of the figures in the
achieved the rehabilitation of the Loxton Irrigation Schemedocument tabled today actually are. When that document was
and the interim cap on diversions in New South Wales andriginally presented to cabinet, | asked to meet with the
Victoria. relevant people in planning. They were not as much at fault
The Labor Party and Democrats are big on environmentals the ABS and the methodology used.
rhetoric but not good at action. The ALP has never under- It was explained to me that they looked at the 1986 census
stood the word ‘partnership’, proven yet again with its takingand the 1991 census and then wrote a desktop correction
of soil boards, landcare, etc out of primary industries with ndased on the 1996 census; that is how they arrived at the
consultation at all with the large band of volunteers who ardigure. However, desktop calculations are very different from
dedicated to the environmental cause. reality. Ministers and MPs need to be in touch with reality to
This government came to power in an interesting positiona large extent. This document is way out of touch with reality
It had some clearly stated policies, others were released paatd, therefore, not an appropriate document on which to base
election and others we still await. Yet other policies, such agnportant decisions. The consultancy to which the minister
broomrape and the river fishery, were dealt into the mix wittreferred found that there were major flaws in the document.
frantic haste and no consideration of budget impacts. TheHon. Dean Brown: Do you know that they put
We heard much about the ALP priorities being health andangaroo Island in Outer Adelaide?
education. It has been interesting, ever since election day, to The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the deputy leader!
see the lack of commitment to these so-called priorities. The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
Health and education were real priorities for the Liberal TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader will
government. In health we increased the budget by 35 per cenbt speak over the chair. He is out of order. The leader has—
over what Labor spent. In education we did much— The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Attorney-General will
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Stillanincrease. In fact, we did not interject, either. The leader has the call. Please extend him
enough for the Labor think tank, the Evatt Foundation, tahe courtesy of listening to him.
rank South Australia the highest of any mainland state in  TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker,
delivering on education. | congratulate the former minister orfor your protection from both sides. If we look at Eyre
a marvellous achievement as judged by the Labor Party. Peninsula, at the figures they gave for those in the 20 to 29
We have seen this new government giving every indicayear age group, we see that they are actually saying that from
tion that it will back away from its health and education 1996 to 2001 nearly 25 per cent of males disappeared off
commitments. First, we saw over $100 million removed toEyre Peninsula. Anyone who has been to Eyre Peninsula in
satisfy the priorities set by the member for Hammondrecent years would have seen the number of young men, in
Continuously, we hear the Treasurer making lots of noise—patrticular, engaged in the oyster industry, the tuna industry
and not much sense—about budget black holes and haviregnd a whole range of other industries, and they come from all
no money for his commitments. Add to this the withdrawalover Australia to work there. To say that the figure has
of HomeStart loans to much needed nursing homes, thedecreased by 25 per centis an absolute nonsense, and for the
constant announcement of reviews and delay in decisiominister to swallow that and come in here today and attack
making, and all we have to show so far in health andus over hiding a document just shows inexperience. It shows
education is enormous uncertainty. So much for the prioritiesot just inexperience but it shows the grip that the bureaucrats
as promised. will get on you if you do not understand the issues. The
This government has now been sworn in for more thaminister might make the same accusation about another
two months. It is obvious that it was not at all prepared fordocument | came across, which | think was even more
government. It still has much to do to ensure that the Publicmaccurate and which also gets horribly wrong what is going
Service has a structure that can deliver for the good of albn in regional areas and also asks them to hold. There are real
South Australians. We have seen many appointments argigns that the bureaucrats are taking over and it is up to
constant announcements of reviews and consultants. We hawenisters to get control of their portfolio areas.
seen the government dodge the difficult issues and not be We have also heard promises of honesty and accountabili-
prepared to make hard decisions. We have seen sevetg) and we are being told that ministers will be answering
ministers under pressure, their having made statements th@tiestions. A review ofHansard over the past two weeks
were not necessarily consistent with information that washows an absolute disregard for that commitment. In the
otherwise available. majority of cases there has been no attempt to answer any
We have also seen a worrying number of decisions madguestion.
with little or no consultation with the stakeholders involved, TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: You haven't asked me
including volunteers, who should have been given a say. Orenything.
of the real fears evident from question time in the last two TheHon. R.G. KERIN: You don’t know anything—
weeks is that the bureaucracy has absolutely taken over. Théhat’s the good of asking you? As the opposition we
Treasury hold that has been put on many projects is causirrgcognise our role: we will continue to question the govern-
anxiety in many areas. It is also evident from other answerment in the interests of open and transparent government and
that the bureaucracy is having a field day. The demolition ofry to ensure that it honours its promises. We will continue
Lonzar’s Lodge on Kangaroo Island against commitments$o push that the government consults where appropriate with
made previously was obviously an instance of the bureaucrat®lunteers, communities and organisations—one area in
in the department exploiting the minister’s inexperience. which they really have rated about nought out of 10 in the
Today we saw the new Minister for Local Governmentfirst couple of months. This opposition will, wherever it can,
demonstrate the grip that his bureaucrats have on hinscrutinise the dealings of government and try to ensure that
Anyone who knows anything at all about regional Southequitable treatment is given across the community. There is
Australia, in particular the South-East or Eyre Peninsulagnuch union influence on this government, and we will ensure
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that decisions are made in the broader interests of Southihen we first moved there, but it is now very desirable and,
Australians rather than based on political pay-back. We lookeven though the demographics have changed, | trust the new
forward to making a positive contribution to South Australiapeople who have moved into the electorate will be just as
whilst in opposition. In closing, | again congratulate Herhappy with my representation. | take the opportunity of
Excellency on the role she is playing and thank her for hewelcoming new members on both sides of the house and wish

ongoing contribution. them well in their time here.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Norwood. | can scarcely believe that it has been more than four years
Members interjecting: since | made my first speech in this place, and | cannot

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members will hear the believe how nervous and apprehensive | was. It is daunting
member for Norwood in silence and will not engage into think that perhaps in 100 years’ time people may be
comments that have a double meaning. reading our speeches and examining our priorities in relation

to our community needs and making judgments as to whether

MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | will not engage in  we have been effective in putting them into action.
puerile debate across the chamber. | am pleased to support theMany of our former members from both sides of the house
Address in Reply motion and in so doing acknowledge thaare no longer here. Some retired voluntarily and others were
we are on Kaurna land. | also congratulate the Governor oonsuccessful in their bid to be re-elected. David Wotton, John
her opening speech and wish her well in her new role. | als@swald, Graham Ingerson, John Olsen, Michael Armitage,
congratulate the Speaker on his appointment. | particularlgteve Condous, Annette Hurley, Murray De Laine and Ralph
enjoyed my time with him on the River Murray select Clarke are now no longer members, and | wish them all the
committee. He never failed to impress me with his knowledge&ery best in their new lives. | was disappointed that parlia-
and insightfulness on even the most obscure issues. ment did not reconvene before the state election was called,

| also congratulate you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on yourthus denying those outgoing members the opportunity of
appointment. As a bon vivant, it pleases me to see yoWeing farewelled or giving them the opportunity to recount
enjoying quality foods in the restaurants in Norwood on &for posterity some of their experiences in this place. Between
regular basis, and | trust that you continue to support myhem they would have amassed a wealth of stories and
community in that regard. It also gives me great pleasure tanecdotes. Perhaps we can look forward to their memoirs,
congratulate our new Premier, Mike Rann, who, like formerwhich could make for interesting reading.

Premier Don Dunstan, is a constituent of mine and has | particularly express my thanks to Annette Hurley,
become a familiar figure in the area. Murray De Laine and Ralph Clarke for their friendship and

Mr Scalzi: Doesn't he live in his electorate? assistance to me during my first term here. With Annette |

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: On a point of order, sir, first, the often discussed my frustration with both the parliamentary
member for stupid is interjecting out of his seat—Hartley—and the party process and how it might be reformed. Murray
sorry— used to say that he had 27 caucus members to look after—

TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for West ‘and Vini'—while Ralph spent much time explaining the
Torrens will not engage in that sort of dialogue. Memberswyorks of the house to me and the member for Giles as new
show respect to each other and will not make frivolouskids on the block. The latter two were heartbroken at having
interjections. The member for Norwood has the call. to sever their ties with the Labor Party, but | know that they

The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: remain passionate to Labor ideals and philosophies. | will try

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | will start naming to be brief in my comments.
people who keep disobeying the chair. The member for |wasa member of a select committee last year which was
Norwood. looking at parliamentary procedures and practices, and one

MsCICCARELLO: The Premier, Mike Rann, like of ourrecommendations was to limit the time allowed for the
former Premier Don Dunstan, is a constituent of mine and ha&ddress in Reply debate. We felt that much valuable time
become a familiar figure in the area. was taken up by members which could be better spent

Mr Scalzi: He should be in Salisbury. debating legislation and issues of importance to the commun-

MsCICCARELLO: He is at Salisbury plenty of the time. ity. That is not to say that what members have to say is not
I think that sometimes the Premier wishes he did not live irmportant in their Address in Reply speeches, and | recognise
the electorate as he often gets phone calls at 4 o’clock in thiaat new members should be afforded the opportunity to
morning from the local member, who gives him soccer scorekighlight in their first speech what ideals and aspirations they
or knocks on his door at midnight when doing the rounds ohave and what they wish to achieve in their time as elected
the neighbourhood. | commend him on his excellent camrepresentatives.
paign, along with the great team. We must understand that, while we may think that the

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: community is hanging off our every word, quite the opposite

MsCICCARELLO: ltis true, Dean: if people living in is true. Until such time as we truly reform the way the
Norwood have their lights on, | feel that | can knock on theirparliament functions, we cannot hope to enjoy the confidence,
doors. They get good service from the local member. Weupport or interest of the wider community. | know that the
have a great Labor team, which ensures that we have a Lab8peaker feels strongly about a review of the parliamentary
government in every state in Australia. process and | look forward to the constitutional convention,

I have the privilege of having been elected for a seconavhich is in the process of being organised for later this year.
term to represent the people of Norwood and | will continueOne of the suggestions | made—and | know the member for
to do so with the same passion as always. It is the communitylount Gambier agreed with me—was that the Address in
I have known since | was eight years of age when we firsReply, with the exception of first speeches, could be inserted
moved into the area. | still live in the same street, so it isn Hansard without reading, as are second reading explan-
special. The demographics have changed enormously sinagions, thus giving the parliament more time to get on with
we first moved in. Norwood was considered a slum areaaluable debates on legislation and issues of importance. If
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they so desire, members could still send out their speeches tmarettes or, for that matter, alcohol, which can be equally
the community. as damaging.

There are important issues about which we may be | sometimes think that if people who, with very honour-
required to make decisions in the not too distant future, agble intentions, had not made such a song and dance and been
technology and biosciences are moving at such a fast paggich zealots about limiting the number of machines available
that the legislation is not keeping up. Would it not be athat some of those publicans who originally had no intention
change for us to be able to have open debates about contayfinstalling poker machines would not have done so, and we
tious issues and clarifying any areas of concerns we mighould not have the current proliferation of machines. | am
have rather than waiting for legislation to be introduced intopleased, however, that increased funding has been allocated
the house, not having had the time or opportunity to researafo this problem area and that the Minister for Gambling is
the matter in question? The public must also understand thaiking steps to address the situation.

a lot of our most productive work is done outside the | commend the member for Colton for his motion
parliament and in the community and in my opinion weyesterday condemning the federal government for its short-
currently do not have sufficient time to do what is requiredsighted attitude in cutting funding for the study of Asian
of us if we are to represent our communities properly. languages. It is breathtakingly stupid in light of the fact that

As members of parliament, we are allocated only one staffye are part of the Asian region and we must recognise it if
person in our electorate office, and we should pay tribute tgve are to advance our economy. However, we should also
their dedication in looking after us and our constituentsensure that the teaching of many languages is encouraged if
sometimes under very trying conditions. They must beye are serious about taking our place in a global economy.
amongst the very few people who work alone, which ljt s of utmost importance if we are to compete for our share
consider a serious occupational health and safety issue. | hayethe markets, not only overseas but here in our magnificent
raised this subject previously and | hope that some action willtate where eco and cultural tourism are a focal point of our
be taken to rectify the situation. | hope also that it is oneeconomy.
instance in which the Treasurer can be prevailed upon to be | 5m passionate about languages and | consider myself
more generous. _ _ fortunate that | am fluent in Italian, not quite as fluent in

There are many issues about which | am passionate attfench, and understand Spanish and Portuguese, and that has
| referred to many of them in my first speech and thereforgyhened up a wealth of knowledge for me because, with
| do not think it is necessary to speak at length about themanguage, you also understand other cultures. In what we
In the last parliament, | was pleased that we were able tgonsider to be a multicultural society, it is essential that
make some changes, after much consultation, in the way locghyyice providers should also be able to communicate in other
government operates. However, more needs to be done angnqgages, and it is a duty we have to all those people who
while not wishing to reflect on some of our decisions, | feelcame here as factory fodder and who are now in critical need
that they have not always had the effect that was intended, g assistance, particularly in aged care. For some communi-

leastin my view. | refer particularly to the interpretation with tjeg it is probably too late, and they will die lonely and
relation to planning matters and the ability for councils toforgotten.

exclude members of the public from meetings. | feel very Four years ago | said that | had witnessed the tragedy of

strongly that, if people take on an elected role, they should qees who had lost all their family members and currently

, o e
ha\{e the courage of their convictions and be prepared to makg, 5o witnessing what can only be described as the shameful
their decisions under public scrutiny.

n th f planni Heul bl bei and inhuman treatment of asylum seekers. Perhaps because
n the ar€a of planning, particular problems areé beiNty .y gy background, many people come in to see me about
experienced across the metropolitan area as there is

. ; mmgration issues, even though they understand that these
coordinated planning strategy for the state and many coun 9 9 y

devel ol h b . qf atters come under federal jurisdiction. The stories are often
evelopment plans have not been reviewed 1or SOme yealige 5 ihreaking and, more often than not, their desires for even
I am confident that the new minister will ensure that th

ituation i tified ible. | & mporary family reunions are not granted, even for grand-
situation IS rectified as soon as possibie. In my own area'é;farents to be present for the birth of grandchildren, because

"“.°V.V that,_since amalgamation_in_1997, the council has be€t 1ain countries are perceived to be of high risk and therefore
striving to integrate the three existing development plans, al eir citizens are prejudged as being undesirable

| urge a speedy conclusion as | am concerned at some of the When | was Mayor of Norwood, | had the immense
development which s taking place, based on outdated planSrivilege of performing many citizenship ceremonies and, if
and which is putting in jeopardy the built fabric of our city. I' were to recount some of the stories these wonderful

Others might not agree, as planning and design can be very’,.”.
subjective, and therefore the importance of a good develo e(dlwduals told me about what they had gone through and

ment plan cannot be underestimated. ow many family members they lost before being able to

One of the other issues that | raised four years ago was n;gake their homes in Australia, | do not think there would be
e

concern that not enough was being done to address the n gry eye in the chamber.
of problem gamblers. While | feel that people should have the
freedom to make their own decisions about whether or not,
they use poker machines, | felt then as now that more »
measures should be put in place to assist that percentage of That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 5 p.m.

the population who have a problem. We hear every day why Motion carried.

poker machines should be banned, because of their cost to the

community. It should also be said that smoking should be  MsCICCARELLO: In almost all cases, | am sure that
banned for the same reason, and it was disturbing to read people who come to this country do so because they have
the paper last week that smoking costs the health systehopes and dreams for a better future, and many need to
$12 billion a year; yet we have no intention of banningescape persecution. | along with many others have had the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |
ove:
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opportunity of meeting Afghani refugees and we are humbled There are many more topics about which | feel strongly

when we hear their stories and what it has cost them to makand which | am sure | will have the opportunity to raise either

the very dangerous trip in boats that should long ago havia this forum or on the various caucus committees.

been on scrap heaps. Approximately 20 years ago, having | must put on record that | am delighted to have been

survived indescribable horror, Viethamese boat people madsected a member of the Public Works Committee and look
their way to Australia and to other countries, where they weréorward to examining, along with other members, projects of

faced with the same xenophobic attitudes as the current crggeat importance to our state. | congratulate our Chairman
of asylum seekers. They have since become respected, hadul Caica, because | think he will be a very good chairman.
working members of our community and, indeed, many of In closing, | thank the hundreds of volunteers who assisted
their children carry off the top prizes in education and otheme in my bid to retain the seat of Norwood. They spent many
areas of endeavour because they have a hunger to succeetidurs doing everything required to retain the seat, not just
life and do not take for granted the opportunities this greatiuring the campaign but throughout the four years since my
country has to offer. election in 1997. The wonderful thing about the Labor Party

Why are we making the same mistakes with the curreni§ that we have people who would do things for us because
wave of refugees? Why are we not fulfilling our human rightsthey are true believers, and money cannot buy such commit-
responsibilities? Why are we not filling our quotas? Thement. It was a hard fought campaign and perhaps we should
federal government has the arrogance to insist that SmdﬁG' somewhat flattered that the Liberal Party decided to
Pacific nations should take on these poor unfortunates andti@row its considerable might— .
willing to put in enormous resources to keep them out ofthe  The Hon. Dean Brown: Are you suggesting that others
country, even though it has been established that the gre@@n't?
majority, once processed, will be entitled to come to Aust- Mr Hanna: Yes.
ralia. The irony is that it has been calculated that it would cost The Hon. Dean Brown: Oh, that's an insult.
much less to accommodate these asylum seekers in Australia, MSCICCARELLO: | was not casting aspersions on

process them as quickly as has New Zealand, and thedlyone else. | think that the commitment of our—
resettle them. Members interjecting:

Ms CICCARELLO: The Liberal Party decided to throw
ts considerable might behind trying to wrest the seat of
orwood from our grasp and, judging from the amount of
lossy literature that was sent out to the electorate, money
as obviously no object. The tactics appear to have been to

We have heard many times from the lips of John Howard
and Phillip Ruddock that there has been no criticism of
Australia’s treatment of asylum seekers overseas. Obvious
they do not read foreign newspapers and did not see the fro

age headlines that condemned the actions of the . . . .
pag ood the area with Young Liberals imported from interstate

government, or are they simply selective in their reading? | . . : X
is interesting that the Prime Minister, in particular, is aIwaysWho’ it has to be said, behaved in an appalling and unprofes-

quick to tell us with great pride how respected our sportsSional manner and who managed to enrage many people with

people are overseas, so we are prepared to accept the g&Bﬂir idiotic and, | add, dangerous behaviour, standing at busy
and ignore the bad. ' Intersections waving placards during peak hour and putting

. . people’s lives at risk. Many people reported their activities
The number of asylum seekers trying to come to Austrah§ P y Peop P

S . o the police and to the council.
pales into insignificance when compared with the thousands One elderly disabled gentleman almost had a serious

arriving every day in Europ_ean countries such as Italy. The.r‘li%ccident when one of these placards landed on his wind-
howﬁvl%r’. thﬁy are trﬁated In glhumanfer\]/va\)//vand are %artaln reen, completely obliterating his vision. It seemed to be
not held in the appalling conditions of the Woomera Detensq o_crowd, because one of the young women who followed

tion Centre. It was pleasing to note that one of the firs e around Norwood also appeared in photograpHEh
actions of the new Labor government was to instigate arn,

; > ; e ustralian with the member for Bragg.
mv_esugqnon by Robyn Layton QC into the conditions for | understand that the member for Sturt and the wife of
children in Woomera.

) Senator Robert Hill were the masterminds behind the

I recently attended a youth forum which was held at thecampaign, with considerable input from Graham Jaeschke
Norwood Town Hall. Young people from many local schoolswho authorised a scurrilous pamphlet which was distributed
attended and they spoke about their dreams and their feagg.all households in the early hours of Friday morning before
It was certainly edifying to hear the articulate discussionghe election (as has already been mentioned by the member
from the various groups, but some of the disturbing recurringor West Torrens), thus making itimpossible for me to rebut.
themes were young people’s lack of self-esteem and the high senator Amanda Vanstone proudly announced on radio
incidence of youth suicide. that she had been cooking sausages for the Young Liberals

Many of the young people present appeared to have beavho had been delivering this scurrilous nonsense. The
affected because school friends had taken or attempted to tagamphlet stated that | had cost the taxpayers money to move
their own lives. It is a sorry indictment of our society that my office just 100 metres down the Parade. Yes, | did move
young people feel so isolated or pressured that their onlyny office, but they failed to mention that DAIS was not
solution is to take their own lives. It is very clear to me thatprepared to renew the lease on the existing office, and that
this is an area which needs urgent attention, and some of threas for a variety of reasons, one of which was that the
young people suggested some very simple solutions whicbriginal tender for fitting out the office was unreasonable
might help them, such as providing facilities where they(close to $150 000) and therefore needed to be retendered.
could just ‘hang out’ in a friendly, relaxed environment andThe most disturbing aspect is that access for the disabled
not feel under pressure to take drugs or indulge in sexualould not be provided because the former treasurer stated
activities. | am currently investigating suitable premises thathat it would be too expensive.
could be made available for them—and some of the school It was at this point that | put my foot down and said that
halls might be an option after school. unless access for the disabled was provided | refused to
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move. | was able to suggest how the entrance could baith the insurance company. As a result of that, significant
redesigned to provide a cheaper solution. | also point out thdinancial hardship is put on those builders. Of course, that in
the original office location caused more of a problem for mysome cases has meant the sale of the home and certainly the
staff than for me. It was located under a dance studio whickale of other assets.
conducted flamenco and tap dancing classes every day. In The other issue is that it involves not just those builders
deference to my personal assistant | decided to move, netho cannot get indemnity insurance; that is probably a
because | wanted to. Anyone who came to my office and hagmaller number. The bigger problem is that Royal Sun
to put up with the noise would know how bad it was. | wasAlliance, in a monopolistic situation—and | am not criticising
disappointed with the actions of the Liberal Party. Howeverthem, but they happen to have fallen into a monopolistic
as a saving grace the pamphlet did say that, ‘Vinnie is a vergituation—is now saying to builders that they have to cut
nice person.’ back very substantially on the amount of building work that

I would normally not single out any one person whothey have been doing in recent years. | understand that there
helped me, but in this instance | single out my PA Sandrare some builders who were insured with Dexter and who
Colhoun for her extraordinary efforts in organising my have now been told by Royal Sun Alliance that they have to
campaign. At the time that the election was called her thegut back to half, a third or a quarter of the number of homes
partner, and now husband, the Hon. Gordon Bilney had tbeing built per year.
have open heart surgery, so she was placed under enormousSome of these builders are in my own electorate. A
stress. However, with the prayers of the Sisters of Saimtumber of weeks ago | wrote to the Treasurer and | asked that
Joseph, Gordon made an excellent recovery and we won oardeputation see the Treasurer to highlight the problem to
campaign. | look forward to representing my community tohim. | have not yet had an answer, even though | wrote, |
the best of my ability. think it would be, four or five weeks ago. In the meantime,

the livelihood of these builders is being put at jeopardy. |

TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the have asked for a deputation.
Oppoasition): In this Address in Reply debate | acknowledge  An honourable member interjecting:
the new members of parliament on both sides of the house The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, there is plenty to
and congratulate them on their entry to the house, andighlight, such as the problem with building indemnity
particularly congratulate them on their maiden speeches.ihsurance. What has occurred? Every time anyone has seen
think we have heard a number of very good maiden speech@se Treasurer they have been told, ‘We will leave it up to the
from the new members, and they are to be acknowledged &sarket. | can tell members what is happening if it is left up
a significant contribution. to the market: the building industry is being slowly ground

| wish to cover three or four areas in this contribution. Thedown. The number of companies able to build is being
first is the issue of building indemnity. This is a huge issuereduced, and the number of houses they can build is being
within the community. Today, for the first time, in answer to reduced. | think we have seen the trigger point for a decline,
the question | asked, | think there was some acknowledgmeatreduction, in the housing industry within South Australia,
by the Treasurer that it is an issue. Until now, the governmerdind that will be very unfortunate, indeed.
has been saying, ‘Let there be a commercial solution to this Mr Koutsantonis: What's your solution?
issue.’ In fact, they are still saying that. But there has beenno TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | have already put to the
acknowledgment of the almost devastation that it is almosTreasurer a number of proposals. | have asked for retirement
causing some builders within South Australia, and | wouldvillages to be excluded from requiring building indemnity
like to touch on that. insurance. A retirement village within my community already

I now have clear evidence of quite significant lay-offshas the foundations poured, and building work has come to
within the building industry. | have evidence that the buildinga halt on five houses at the pouring of the foundations simply
of hundreds of houses has come to a halt. | have evidence tha¢cause the builder, who happens to be the owner of the
quite a significant number of houses cannot be built simplyetirement village, cannot get building indemnity insurance.
because approval cannot be obtained because buildifithis is a classic example of one step that could be taken.
indemnity insurance is not available. | have evidence that, inother step, which was approved by the former attorney-
fact, local governments are refusing to give approval, and §eneral and by me as Minister for Human Services, was to
also have evidence that builders are going ahead and buildirgxempt builders for the Housing Trust. That would certainly
homes without builders’ indemnity insurance. Thereforegase the situation for those who build for the Housing Trust,
those builders—and, of course, the owners of the homesnd would allow them under their insurance to build a large
being built—are put at enormous risk and exposure becauseimber of non-Housing Trust homes within the cap imposed
building indemnity insurance has not been taken out, simplpy the insurer.
because they cannot get it. At present there is an eerie silence. Building companies

| also have evidence that banks have stopped part pagre fearful, where there is a monopolistic situation, to speak
ments for the construction of homes. Members can imagineut about what is occurring. | understand the Treasurer has
the devastation that causes. If the part payment for workhreatened, ‘If you speak out on this, we won't do a thing. We
completed is stopped, work on the site stops and the peopleill leave you to the market'. In fact, that has already
who are waiting to move into that home are therefore held upccurred. It is a very significant problem. | feel for the
and invariably have to pay ongoing rental costs and, obuilders; | feel for their employees; | feel for the subcontrac-
course, the whole livelihood of the building industry is tors; and | feel for the suppliers who are saying that demand
brought to the edge. | also have evidence that some buildens the industry has turned down quite alarmingly in the past
have had to sell their own homes. With the collapse otouple of weeks.
Dexter, Royal Sun Alliance is now asking for quite signifi- A survey was carried out of 460 builders, and responses
cant amounts of money to be deposited either by way ofvere received from some 205 of them. That sample pool of
direct deposits or by bank guarantees or some other securibyilders represented something like $350 million worth of
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residential housing being built per year. The number of TheHon. DEAN BROWN: It is not rubbish at all. He
annual commencements within the pool were 1 448 newvas asked, for example, how many jobs he would create, but
homes, 807 new units and 2 585 renovations, making the tot#here was no answer.

number of commencements 4 840. Thatis a very significant Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

part of the home building industry of South Australia. The TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will come to that. When we
number of builders with Dexter policies represents 70 pewere in government we put down specific objectives.

cent of the sample pool; in other words 70 per cent of those Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

builders had been insured with Dexter policies. The average TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will come to that very
dollar value increase required per builder is $897 000. Eackhortly. The government has no targets and it has no specif-
of the 205 sample builders is $900 000 short in their insurics, and it is fair to say that the government has no direction,
ance needs. no purpose and no measure of what it is achieving, let alone

Therefore, we have a substantial number of homes, owhat it might be setting out to achieve.
average $900 000 worth of homes, that cannot be built by Business Vision 2010, at which | heard the Treasurer
those 205 builders. If we put an average value on those homepeak last week, was set up to give a clear direction as to
of, say, $100 000 per home, that is nine homes per buildewhere South Australia should be heading. It put down a
that is something approaching approximately 1 800 homewhole range of different initiatives, but | will not go into that.
that cannot be built at an average value of $100 000 pdrdowever, one of the very important initiatives was that
home. Being smaller builders, | suspect that represents a fapecific objectives and indicators should be put down for
and average value. It may be that some of those are renov@euth Australia and that we should measure ourselves against
tions, in which case the value would be less and an evetose indicators. In fact, last Friday morning they released
greater number would be involved. Something approachintheir publication on the indicators for South Australia. | have
2 000 homes or major renovations in South Australia will nota grave concern that this rudderless government has put down
be constructed or undertaken under the current insurane® directions and no specifics in terms of what it is trying to
requirements, and that will have a devastating effect. achieve.

The average loss incurred by the withdrawal of Dexter per The honourable member interjected across the house that
builder is $639 000. In other words, the average loss operhaps some of the objectives put down by the former
income to each builder represents at least five jobs disappegevernment were not achieved. That is part of the importance
ing in connection with those builders. In relation to theof putting them down: so that you know whether or not the
restriction on trade due to the availability of indemnity measures you put down are, in fact, being achieved or
insurance, almost 90 per cent of the 205 builders surveyeghether you need to take corrective action.
were affected by this insurance issue. It is a massive problem, What company would dare operate on the sort of basis on
indeed, and we have had no response from the governmenhich this government is now trying to operate? | take as an
except to say, ‘Leave it up to the commercial market. Thaexample some of the things that | did when we came to
is not a response. Here is a government that has been in offigevernment back in December 1993. In fact, it is rather
for nine weeks yet all it wants to do is wash its hands andnteresting, because someone came to me just last week with
walk away from the problem. a photocopy of an article in thBulletin of 13 December

The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting: 1994, where | talked about some of those objectives. | recount

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We did quite a deal indeed. 0 the house what some of those objectives were. It says:
You have only to look at some of the ministerial statements He—
in terms of what we did. that is, Brown—

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: predicted that by 2000—

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: We lifted the level of iyt was six years away—

insurance to start with from $5 000 to $12 000. But Dexter_ fairly long-term projection would be a reinvigorated South

has collapsed only in the past six or seven weeks. It is Up t@stralia and a major world centre for information technology. The
this government: it was not the previous government in officezar industry will be exporting 20 per cent of its production and 30 per
when it collapsed. cent of manufactured goods will be exported to Asia. Adelaide’s
- ; ; airport main runway will be extended (hear that, Laurie Brereton).

TheHon. J.D. Hill: We are Worklng onit. The preliminary rounds of the Olympic soccer event will be played
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: That is what members of the in Adelaide and some of Australia’s most exciting mineral deposits

government say to every problem that comes up: ‘Nowill be exposed in the state’s north.
solutions, but we are working on it. Let's have another| highlight that, before we came to government in 1993, | put
review.’ The one thing they have learnt after nine weeks ijown specifically that we achieve a 15 per cent compound
government and eight years in opposition is that when yotgrowth in exports out of South Australia each year—probably
have a problem, ‘Let's have a review'. So we have hachne of the most important objectives to put. When | came
review after review, while the building industry in South pack as Leader of the Opposition, it struck me how South
Australia heads downwards in a very dangerous decline anustralia was very isolated, was not a participant in the
people’s livelihoods are at stake. export markets and had failed to capture a lot of opportunity
Next is the issue of a statement made by the Premier when Asia in particular. In fact, we had a lot of opportunity there
asked about some of the objectives he wants to achieue get in and develop those export markets.
through the new economic development board and his new Looking back, we are able to say, eight years later, that we
economic development policy. We merely asked him to tellchieved the 15 per cent compound growth rate and, in fact,
us some of the key objectives here, but he said that he wasceeded it quite remarkably. We achieved the objective of
not willing to do so; he was not willing to put down those 20 per cent of our car production going outside South
objectives. Australia. Both Mitsubishi and General Motors-Holden now
Mr Koutsantonis: Rubbish! exceed that target. | believe that we have achieved—in rough
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terms, at least—30 per cent of our manufactured goods goirthe HomeStart scheme, which held so much hope and
into the Asian area. promise for aged care people throughout South Australia,

I happened to meet with the Ambassador of South Koregarticularly in the country in association with country
this week, and he pointed out that South Korea is now théospitals and also in the metropolitan area, has been stopped
third major importer of product out of South Australia. A by this government. It has been stopped not by cabinet but by,
large portion of that product relates to manufactured goodas it has now been shown, the Treasury and the Treasurer,
going into the motor industry and, of course, the woolwhich highlights exactly what the Leader of the Opposition
industry. said earlier.

I now look at what we put down with the wine industry.  You can see it so clearly: the Treasury has come in and
We funded the wine industry in 1993 and 1994 to put dowrgrasped the new government by the throat and is slowly
a clear plan and objectives to be achieved by the year 2006wisting and cutting off the blood supply and the air supply
And what did they do? They achieved that—and exceeded itn order to govern by dominating all policy positions. |
We put down specific targets: they had to achieve exports fahought we had a ministry that was supposed to sit in cabinet
Australian wine of $1 billion and exports out of South and have the courage to make decisions. But no, we find that
Australia of $650 million by the year 2000. They achieved it.the Treasury put a stop to the HomeStart scheme for aged

We sat down and signed a memorandum of understandingare people without any consultation with the cabinet. The
with the tuna boat owner-operators from Port Lincoln. At thatministers do not count on this.
stage, they were producing and exporting about $22 million Mr Venning interjecting:
worth of tuna a year. | think | am right in saying that we put  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The ministers don’t count.
down an objective of $160 million by the year 2000. Lastlt is the Treasury that has grasped the neck of this govern-
year, they exceeded $280 million worth of exports. ment and is cutting off the blood supply and the air supply.

I am concerned at the extent to which this government hadust watch what the consequences will be. Today we heard
formed the Economic Development Board. | will reservethat they have done it not only to aged care but also to
judgment on that today, but | get the impression that thénousing development in regional areas of South Australia. |
government s likely to follow the same sort of model as | putrefer to a program of $20 million that had been put aside by
down, which, effectively, is a departmental structure answerthe previous government. Let us look at this decision, because
ing to the minister with an advisory board sitting there. Ithe Treasurer tried to imply to this house that this would
appointed lan Webber to head up that advisory board. In factreate some economic uncertainty for the country hospitals
| appointed the present Chair of the Economic Developmeritivolved, that it would put economic pressure on them.
Board, Mr Robert Champion DeCrespigny, to be one of the If they build the aged care facilities, the Federal govern-
members of that board. The board put down specific objeanent will give them a daily amount (which contains a
tives that it wants to achieve for South Australia, and we wersignificant capital component) to pay for the capital costs and
willing to be out there and to be judged by them. all their recurrent costs. | happen to know that country

The point | make is that this government has failed to ddhospitals with aged care beds make a nice profit out of those
that. In fact, not only has it failed but it has deliberatelybeds. They pay for their facility, their interest costs and their
decided not to. | think that is unfortunate, because | believeecurrent or operating costs, and they make a nice profit.
that it is against the interests of South Australia. It will not  This government is cutting its own throat here, in terms
put pressure on either the department or the Economief its country hospitals, by cutting off that supply of revenue
Development Board in terms of what their objectives shouldhat would come by building these aged care facilities. At
be. | ask the Premier, the Treasurer (as the Minister foMillicent, a project had been approved by HomeStart and,
Industry, Investment and Trade) and the Economic Developsome weeks later, along came the government and withdrew
ment Board to review that decision, because | believe wéhat loan. | hope that the people of Millicent take legal action
need specific objectives which need to be put out there so thagainst the government for breach of contract. | hope that
South Australians and South Australian companies knowhey sue this government for breach of contract for having
where our economy is heading, what are the areas of growtlithdrawn that loan, because they were advised to go to
on which we should be focusing, where we want to creatélomeStart. They asked for a HomeStart loan and, after
jobs and how many jobs we want to create. If we fail, wereceiving it and starting to go to tender and preparing,
should simply look at why we have failed and take correctivehrough a government agency (DAIS), they suddenly found
action. There is nothing embarrassing about failure if youthat the loan was withdrawn from them.
have tried but for some reason have not achieved your This will have a huge—a material—negative effect on the
objectives. What is embarrassing is if you do not try and ifcreation of aged care beds in South Australia, especially in
you do not put those objectives out there. country areas and in low income areas in the northern and

The third subject on which | wish to touch is that of the western suburbs. One of the reasons why | introduced it was
decision by this government to stop the use of HomeStathat | could see that we were under-represented in terms of
loans throughout South Australia for the building of aged careaged care beds in the northern and western suburbs, and the
facilities for non-profit organisations within the state. Onnon-profit organisations were struggling to get the money
Monday morning, | heard the Minister for Health criticise the together to be able to build the facilities and, therefore, create
federal government for the fact that about 700 bed licencethose beds. Yet the very mechanism we putin place to create
have been issued in South Australia for which facilities havehat social justice for those people has now been strangled
not been constructed. | therefore decided to ask a question amd stopped by the Treasurer. The same applies with respect
that day about how the HomeStart scheme is going. to low cost and low rental housing in regional areas. It was

The former government set up a scheme whereby angimed to help the people who had just obtained a job, who
individual non-profit organisation could borrow up to could not afford to buy a home and who needed a low cost
$5 million from HomeStart to build aged care facilities. | wasrental home. Housing projects worth $20 million were to be
astounded to hear in answer to my question on that day thaarried out through HomeStart finance.
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The other incredible thing is that all of this was off the seats, 24 to 23, but we find ourselves on this side of the
balance sheet. It would have had no impact whatsoever on tlohamber. Labor’s primary vote in the Legislative Council was
budget, or the budget deficit, because HomeStart finance sitsly 32 per cent, which | thought was pretty ordinary. | know
entirely to the side. The Treasurer tried to create the impreghat the people of South Australia are furious, especially in
sion that there was some financial problem with HomeStartdammond, which is a seat as conservative as mine.
HomeStart has paid a $10 million dividend to the state | note the change to standing orders for the four day
government over the last two years: it is very profitable. Heresittings and | must make the observation early, after the first
was a means of using the strength of the balance sheet fufur days, of how disappointed | am. | have to say that
HomesStart, which was under its lending limit (and | stressnitially | favoured the idea. As a country member, | thought
this point, because this is the point that the Treasurer did ndtyou are travelling to Adelaide you may as well be here for
reveal) set by Treasury, and we were using that to helfour days and get the job over with, but | have to say that |
provide a home for elderly people in our community and foram very disappointed. It has not worked. We have not used
people in regional areas. our time wisely. We got here on Monday and effectively

| find this decision to stop the HomeStart loans for ageccompleted only one hour of government business, and then
people a discrimination against those people. HomeStart ise went home early. Then, again, on Tuesday, we went home
there to provide homes for people, particularly those on lovearly. On Wednesday we went home at 8.15 p.m, so | believe
incomes. Frail old people who cannot afford to pay bigwe should not meet on Mondays and we should sit later on
deposits to go into some of the nursing homes are the verjuesday and Wednesday evenings. When | say ‘late’, | mean
people for whom we should be providing a home. And whyno later than 9.30 or 10 o’clock.
is not a nursing home just as much a home for a frail, aged | feel for members like the member for Mount Gambier—
person who needs to go into a nursing home as any otherho | don't often feel for, but | do in this instance—because
home that we have in the metropolitan area? Why is that ndie would have to leave home early on Monday morning to
just as justifiable for HomeStart to be funding? It is a cleamget here. If he goes home tonight—which would not be wise
discrimination by this government against older, frail peoplebecause he would be very tired—he will have one effective
on low incomes, particularly in country areas of Southday in his office for the week. He will probably go home
Australia and in the northern and western suburbs. tomorrow morning and he will have less than half a day in his

| think that government members should hang their headsffice. It is not satisfactory and we need to look at it again.
in shame that one of the first decisions they made in theirhave certainly changed my mind on that.
eight weeks in government (and one of the only decisions, | was very pleased with the support that | received from
apart from bulldozing down a house in Flinders Chase wherihe voters in Schubert. We had seven candidates and five
in fact, they were asked to keep it) merely showed that theyere conservative, but we still ended up with a very strong
have no regard for social justice whatsoever. Their decisionmajority. | congratulate the other candidates, especially the
are affecting the very people who need the support ofkabor candidate in Schubert, a Mr Kym Wilson, who was a
government—those on low incomes and those who are frailery good candidate and a very good fellow. It was good to
and aged. see the Labor vote in my electorate return to a more tradition-

I ask the Minister for Environment and Conservation: whyal level because in the last election it was shot to bits, which
did not his people respond to the requests of the Friends @flowed the Democrats to do better than they should have
National Parks some eight weeks ago and at least consult wittone. | welcome the young Mr Kym Wilson, a policeman,
them? Why did not his people in fact tell the Friends offrom the ALP. He did very well and | wish him all the best
National Parks, when they met with them just eight days agdn the future.
that they were proposing to demolish this house? I think itis An honourable member: You still beat him.
the worst form of arrogance and secrecy that you can Mr VENNING: Yes, | did beat him, very handsomely,
imagine, where a minister goes in, knowing that there habut it was good to see the Labor vote back where it ought to
been a commitment to consultation, knowing that a moratoribe. | want to thank all those who have supported me for over
um has been put on it, knowing that correspondence had beé®2 years now. | would especially like to thank my campaign
sent to him asking him not to demolish, and then demolishingvorkers Mr Peter Frazer, my campaign chairman, Mrs

it. Stephanie Martin, my electorate chairman, and Mr David
The Hon. J.D. Hill: You are misleading the house, Dean. Lillicrap, who has been the secretary of the Schubert sub-
That is not true. | did not get correspondence. branch, and before that Custance, for over 30 years. | am also

The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for Schubert. very grateful to the campaign team behind them and certainly
indebted to many people. Sir, | am blessed, as you would
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | have much pleasure in know, with one of the most experienced teams in the business
supporting the Address in Reply and | thank Her Excellencyand | am very grateful for that.
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, our new Governor, for opening the | made comments at the declaration of the poll at Anga-
parliament, and we wish her well. It was wonderful to haveston about the Electoral Boundary Commission and the
the Governor in the Barossa last week, and the young peoptiecisions and changes it might make. It would be great if all
certainly flocked to meet her at the local school sports daythe Barossa could be in the one electorate, as about one fifth
I look forward to her term as governor. is currently not. The communities of Greenock, Maranaga
Mr Koutsantonis: Did you get up there, did you? and Seppeltsfield are in Light and it would be nice to have
Mr VENNING: Yes, | did, because of the early night on them all in with the rest of the Barossa. | have discussed this
Monday. | am pleased to be back and getting on with the jobwith the member for Light, Malcolm Buckby, and, if it stands
but I am disappointed in the change of role. | am especiallyip numerically, maybe a swap could be arranged with some
disappointed because more South Australians voted for us-ef my electorate and the back streets of Gawler, Sandy Creek,
30 000 more—and we received 50.8 per cent of the two part€ockatoo Valley, etc. My further comment created quite a
preferred vote. The non-Labor parties won more than half thdeal of public comment, because | then said that maybe the
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local government boundaries should go the same way. | am The member for Ashford was elevated and | was pleased
going to Light council next week to explain my commentsabout that. | appreciated the Hon. Stephanie Key’s input—I
because they certainly caused some public comment. | thirdan name her | hope—as a member of the ERD Committee.
as MPs we are allowed to chance our arm, and, in thisam very sad that | am not on the ERD Committee any more.
instance, | will probably get it back with some interest. Butlt was not of my choosing, and | am disappointed. But | look
I have the courage of my conviction and | will front up, and back and say, ‘Well, what a great committee it was,’ and |
Mayor Shanahan will probably give me some advice. So tongratulate the members of the government who were on
look forward to that, or I think | do. If the Labor government that committee: the Hon. Stephanie Key and also the Hon.
wants a challenge, it should implement a statewide review oferance Roberts. They were both valuable members. | was
local government boundaries. a bit of a committee knocker. My eight years on the ERD
Mr Koutsantonis; You want a review? Committee and six years as Chairman have shown me that

Mr VENNING: Our previous Liberal government has things can be achieved in a bipartisan way, that committees
done the hard work in assisting council amalgamations; noW© work and that they can be a valuable part of the parliamen-
is the time, | believe, to review the boundaries between thent@ry process here in South Australia. '

The only way we can attempt this, and have any success, is | @am pleased that the Hon. Stephanie Key has been
with a bipartisan approach, because if we are not prepared gevated. | know Stephanie and her husband Kevin well, and
back it in it will not happen, | can assure you. | know that,they are good people. | will certainly watch Stephanie’s
with the member's boundaries in his electorate in WesProgress with Interest.
Torrens, certainly he would agree that those boundaries, too, | Want to pay tribute to those members who are no longer
could do with a sorting out. Those boundaries are traditionafiere, particularly John Olsen—a personal friend of mine—
Surely when communities move and change they ought to b&hn Oswald, David Wotton, Graham Ingerson and Steve
assessed at regular intervals, and that is what | am going feondous. | also want to pay special tribute to the Hon.
tell the Light council, and | hope that they will agree with me. Murray De Laine. He and Ralph Clarke were valued members
| look forward to the government trying to pick up that Who contributed much to this place. And | also refer to
challenge. If it does, | am happy to assist in tackling it on gAnnette Hurley. | give them full credit. Murray De Laine
bipartisan approach, because | think many of them are askirprticularly never, ever shafted anyone. He was an honest
us to do that. person, and when he did a deal with us—and we did deals
| was very pleased that we won the seat of Light so wellWith the whips—he alw‘ays Ifept his word, as whips do. Stan
because that was the seat that | was paired with, and | waht/ans once told me, You've got to be able to trust the
to congratulate Malcolm Buckley on a great win, because th&2PPOsition whip; if you don't, you're in big trouble.
was one of those front row seats. | also congratulate his fine My final word is in relation to Ralph Clarke. What
campaign team because they did a fantastic job. | also wafi@PPened was sad. It has to be said that Ralph Clarke was a

to include the member for Hartley—what did they call youlOlly good local member and a very entertaining member of
Joe. the nickname? this house. The only time | can remember smiling was when

N Koutsantonis: The st dncsaur
Mr VENNING: The littlest dinosaur! Sir, | am backing Y, X

. missed, and | wish him all the best for his retirement from
P'.m 3” thg W"ﬁy' | have hegrd Ithe co“wrr:ents r.r|1|a;]de abOUt. is place, for he is only a young man. We all do things we
riend and colleague Joe Scalzi. Well, he is still here, again - ) s
all the odds, against all the knockers. He is not big in statur?ometlmes regret, and I only hope that he can get his life back

AN S . together. Hopefully, one day he may return.
but he_ I big in heart., he_ is big in soul, and he is big in Yesterday, | heard a speech of the member for Wright that
commitment, and he is still here. They can knock all theyI W

ish | had not heard. The Hon. John Olsen retired from this

like. _ , ____ place with the stigma of dishonesty.
Mr Koutsantonis: And you're the only one who's praised * iy K outsantonis He was.

him so far. Mr VENNING: | do not think any member need reflect
Mr VENNING: Well, member for West Torrens, should on that. | think it is gross.

I not? _ _ Mr Koutsantonis: What you said about John Bannon—
Mr Koutsantonis: You should, and full credit to you. Mr VENNING: John Bannon? | do not believe that the

Mr VENNING: Thank you. Mr Speaker, he’s made my Hon. John Olsen did any more or less than most other
day, | can retire now. So to all the new members of parliapremiers. It could be argued that what was told to the house
ment, welcome and congratulations on winning your seatsould have been misleading, but it could have been solved
and | hope that you find your time here personally rewardingyears ago if it had been said 12 or 18 months ago that, yes,
To all those returning members, welcome back. | congratulatihere was a double-deal done—if there was, and | do not
the new ministers. It must be a challenge to them. | hope thelgnow. No more would have been heard about it. But | believe
are able to settle into their jobs. But | have to say that | havéhat the Hon. John Olsen protected his staff, and it was his
a couple of disappointments. | was very disappointed that advice that cost him. | think it is very sad and, if | could rid
couple missed out. The member for Torrens is a very hardny friend John Olsen of that stigma, | would.
working member of parliament and, being a true bipartisan Leaveitasitis. | do not like members raising that matter
man, | can say that | was disappointed that she was ndtere, and | think it is grossly unfair, because that man is no
elevated. She was the Opposition Whip and is now théonger here. He has done a lot for this state, for me and for
Government Whip. She and also the member for Fisher arde people of my electorate.
regularly heard on the radio. The amount of work that that The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
generates for those members must be phenomenal, but the Mr VENNING: | wouldn'’t put it like that at all—not at
member for Torrens does that, and | thought that the partgll. | make those comments, and | am fast running out of
would have recognised her and elevated her. time. | believe that the Olsen-Kerin government was an
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honest government that spent resources wherever the neddpefully, this government will continue the former govern-
arose, and not for vote buying. The previous government dichent’s commitment for a new hospital by 2005.
not need to buy votes in my electorate of Schubert, aswe all As | said in an earlier speech today, | am very disap-
know, but we know that it scored exceptionally well underpointed that the funding for the Barossa Music Festival has
the previous administration with a huge list of achievementspeen cut. Continued public criticisms by the Premier of the
such as the filtration plants so that we now have clean watgXustralian Wine Centre concern me greatly. Wine industry
in the Barossa. We installed filtration plants all the way alongeaders believe it to be a great pity and a short sighted
the Murray River. There is also now a filtration plant atdecision to close the centre, which remains a sensitive issue
Mount Pleasant. The water at all these places was filthy: ifor all concerned.
just was not on. It was promised when | first came into this
place—back in 1990. Then Premier Bannon, and then Arnold, TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
said, ‘As soon as we have finished the filtration plant atConservation): | move:
Myponga, we'll be in the Barossa.’ And it never, ever That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m.
happened. We have honoured our promise. Motion carried.
The BIL scheme for the wine industry and the offpeak
water scheme have both been tremendous godsends to theMr VENNING: | am talking about the continued public
Barossa. You can take the water off peak, and having theriticism of the Australian Wine Centre. It certainly is not
extra system via the BIL was a great success. | pay tribute t@oing it any good. | have had friends who had booked a
John Olsen, again, because it would not have happengfember of their family in to be married at this venue but,
without his involvement. There was not any precedent fobecause of the discussion going on about it, those people have
this. For private people to be able to put water through theancelled. When you start heaping criticisms on bodies that
public system and then to have their own water reticulatiorare starting to find their way, it can make the situation worse.
system at the end was ground breaking legislation, groundhope it does not go the same way as the Barossa Music
breaking government and private cooperation. But it igFestival.
happening, it is done and it is working, and we would be in  Another great concern has been brought to my attention
big trouble without it. by the former minister for tourism who has told me that the
Gomersal Road, which the Minister for Transport openedndustry is very concerned that the government might cancel
the other day, has been a great asset to the community in tkiee underwriting of the successful Barossa Under the Stars
Barossa. They can now get direct access to the highwagvent. If that is even being considered, | would be absolutely
without having to drive with the trucks up the Barossa Valleyshattered, because we have had some absolutely magnificent
Way. In relation to the Barossa Brenton Langbein Theatregights, and it is one of the highlights of the arts program of
that is one of those times in my 12-year career that | will lookSouth Australia. It was booked out last time. You cannot run
back on with great fondness. Itis arguably the best theatre ian event like that without a major government underwriting.
the state, and it was put there by major government invest-put the government on notice that, if it attempts to do that,
ment with private money. it will incur a lot of angst from the community. The Aust-
Here | pay tribute to my former colleague Grahamralian wine industry is riding on the crest of a wave that
Ingerson. If it were not for his initial involvement, it would continues to expand, with 395 million litres of wine exported
not have happened. Also, there has been support from the past 12 months—an increase of 19 per cent—compared
ministers since, particularly Joan Hall, and we should be veryo only 10 million litres 17 years ago.
proud of them. The locals are very pleased that it is there, and There has been prevarication about the Labor
itis getting a lot of use. The new Tanunda Primary School igovernment’s commitment to the new Barossa hospital,
another great asset. We have a new special education unit fahich is really needed, as | have said. Road funding for the
the Tanunda Primary School for those less fortunate, and @arossa is in jeopardy because, now that we have the Barossa
additional special education unit at the high school, givingoad strategy, we need connecting roads for that. There are
that flow through. We have new emergency services faciliplans, and | hope that we can get the plans agreed to by local
ties, and the list goes on. government and the respective communities and then ask the
A new hospital for the Barossa had also been promisedjovernment to help fund them.
and | hope that this new government will honour that Given that all these things are negative, what sort of
promise. | spoke to the minister just a few moments ago anthessage is this sending to the Barossa—this state’s engine
she said that there could be some difficulty. | have invited theoom for economic development. If the government wants to
minister to come up to the Barossa, and | have made herslow down our progress, it is certainly starting in the right
deal: we will spend half a day working and then have half glace to do so. | was very concerned to hear today the
day enjoying the Barossa. She might think about that. Reshember for MacKillop talking about how the regional infra-
assured that in that half day | will make sure that the ministestructure fund is to be cut. That concerns me greatly, because
sees the Angaston hospital because, quite honestly, it is @mose of us in regions like mine certainly rely on that for the
absolute disgrace. It should never have gone on as a hospitatgoing funding to plan, instigate and encourage regional
for the past 10 years, but the problem has been that goverdevelopment in our areas. Mr Speaker, as you would know,
ments—ours included—have not spent money there, pure§l spent in the Barossa earns $10 straight back to the state.
because we knew that a new hospital was coming. A deal between the council, the former minister and our
They did not spend anything on maintenance, and now wgovernment was struck concerning the old Tanunda Primary
have a situation where we have a facility that is just notSchool site. However, the new government now wants to
coping, is far overtaxed, and we are expecting professionaknege on that deal. | have raised that matter with the minister
people to work with facilities which are second grade andas | am very concerned, because the old school site has been
worn out and which should have been replaced 10 years ageandalised and ravaged by white ants, and it is nowhere near
That is the problem, and | will be watching it very carefully. the value it was. A new price was agreed to, but it has not
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been signed off. | urge the government to address that matteschools were to be developed as promised under our govern-
Investors all over the world have been pouring investmentnent. They are not quite under way—will they continue?
dollars into the Barossa with obvious benefits across the statBpth ministers have apologised for not coming out. Do we
and that involves not just millions but hundreds of millionshave to wait until after July before they will accept an
of dollars. One only has to drive through the valley to see thénvitation?
massive development occurring. It is still going on, despite Mr Caica interjecting:
some negativity that is starting to occur in relation to the wine  Mr VENNING: Thank you, Paul. The member for Colton
industry. is on his way to visit. He is welcome, too, and | will even
We must not put the brakes on the wine industry, especiabhout him a red. It looks as though the Barossa is about to
ly at a time when Australia has the potential for unlimitedenter a politically induced drought. How short sighted is that?
exports, now being the seventh largest wine producer in thB0 we have to wait until 17 July to find out anything? There
world and having 18 per cent of the market share in the Unitis no direction at all, and all we can do is comment on the
ed Kingdom. The scope is there for wine exports to countrieBrevious government's commitments.
such as China (would you believe it!), India, Brazil, Argen- ! raise one of the most important concerns of all and
tina, Russia, Korea and many more countries whose winkeiterate what | said in the house last night: this new govern-
consumption has a small base but is growing very rapidly. Ment refuses to commit to the previous government’s

The Barossa Valley is the centre of my electorate. It i©ommitment to build a new deep sea port at Outer Harbor. |
; Jill not go further as | raised it at length yesterday. Unless

dve get answers in the next two or three weeks, we will see
continue to grow and prosper. If you kill off the Barossa developments that may not be the best for South Australia.

: . . You have to put it on the line whether you are or are not—
Music Festival (and you have done that), if you freeze The Hon. J.D. Hill: Explain it

government spending (and you are going that way), if you kill Mr VENNING: You read my speech from last night—it

off consumer confidence and if you freeze the reglonals all there. Otherwise you will have another port and it will

; i ing? ; : i

;n;rnz?jsitr:uc;u:iéggg, \évr:gt iﬂ?,gg;:g'?g iﬁ : ngee(i?'r?&é\(gg aro%ot necessarily be the best for South Australia. | despair as
h Idg't be inv ?in r monev here.’ How i,n tlyTh Y Pthought the contract was all signed, sealed and delivered. |

shou € Investing your money here. How INEpL: TheS&, 56 ot seen the contract, although I would have liked to. It

are all the wrong decisions for all the wrong reasons. It i%ay not be perfect and, if the product is not perfect, | am

base pork-barrelling politics. Let us see what this July bUdg_er’iappy to support the government in having it changed.

. . ; However, if it has been signed, sealed and delivered, let us
undoubtedly South Australia’s tourist hub, and its VerYget on with it.
successful amalgam of wine, fine food and culture is famouS - \what did the previous Liberal Government achieve when
the world over. So, what else can they do that is negativeip, office? We achieved plenty, including the Adelaide Hills
Food, of course! What is to become of our very successfuyeeway and the tunnel—what a huge project that was—the
Food for the Future initiative? o southern freeway and the Barcoo outlet. There are plenty of
I am very concerned—why mess with it? We should notknockers of the Barcoo outlet in here. When | stay in
interfere with things that have been working well. | will give Adelaide | live right near the outfall and | have had no
the government credit, as it has given us accolades on a fggroblems with it at all, touch wood. | believe it will be the
occasions. In this instance it should not mess with somethingest thing. I wonder how long it will take members opposite
that is working so well. It was an initiative of our govern- to accept that, because what we had was not acceptable. We
ment. There is no reason why this government cannot takelitad a big country road program, with the Morgan-Burra Road
over and take it to even bigger and better things. Just becausew comprising 90 kilometres of sealed road. The Hon. Di
it was a Liberal initiative it should not go over the side. Laidlaw undertook that project and | rode that road twice. It
Tourism is booming: will it continue to do so with strong was a gimmick, but it worked. Those people are so pleased
government involvement by a minister? Well, the tourismthat that vital link of highway is sealed.
minister in the new government has been in office for over | have mentioned the Gomersal Road. The Eyre Peninsula
two months and she has not even been near the Barossa,2@l Riverland road systems have been addressed. We have
far as | am aware. She has refused open invitations, includingchieved the lot. | only hope the new government will
an invitation to attend the Barossa tourism awards next weegontinue that. There are three new hospitals in South
This is not good enough, minister. The excuses reported tpustralia, 10 new schools, new state art centres, an upgraded
me were pretty pathetic. We have been spoilt in the pas@'t gallery and, the biggest of all, the commitment to the
Previous ministers, particularly Hall and Hamilton Smith, Adelaide to Darwin rail system. o ) ]
were seen in the Barossa at all major tourist functions and e have heard premiers and prime ministers promise this,
venues and | pay tribute to them both. We are certainpUt they never did it. | think that we must give credit where
missing them. We have been spoilt. | would have thought thareditis due. If I hear any other member in this house criticise

the Minister for Tourism would have visited the Barossa lasP'€M'er Otlss\r;_t(r)]r othgot\jlernm(_ant for Ejheg,e lthm_gs l Vf["" bet
week or the week after the election. She is still welcome tg/€1Y UPSeL. VWithout his dynamism and singie vision 10 get
come, but she has not been yet. By the sound of it— his done we would not have got it off the ground because it

A was a strong political commitment. The least members can
An honourable member interjecting: ;
Mr VENNING: What an inane interjection. | assure do is respect the man, thank the man and be thankful that he

; X . . was our premier for that time.
members that this welcome will wear off if the minister does Motion carried.

not up stumps and travel one hour north to the Barossa. She

will be most welcome. | also extend invitations to the Mini- ADJOURNMENT

ster for Health (Hon. Lea Stevens), particularly to the Angas-

ton and Tanunda hospitals, and the Minister for Education At 6.10 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 27 May
(Hon. Trish White). The Angaston and Kapunda primaryat 2 p.m.
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