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former government will now be spent on developing this important
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY growth industry for South Australia?

In response to that question from me, the minister replied:

| am forced to repeat what has been said before in this place: this
is another project for which there was no provision in the forward

Monday 3 June 2002

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at

budgets.
2 p.m. and read prayers. ) o o
Later in question time that day, | asked the Minister for
FAIRVIEW PARK JUNCTION Science and Information Economy a further question:

. . . . Given the answer given by the Minister for Science and
A petition signed by 885 residents of South Australia,information Economy to my previous question, did she support the
requesting that the house direct the government to im$10 million state contribution to the Innovation Lab South Australian

mediately remove the ‘No U-Turn’ sign at the junction of Pid for the ICT Centre of Excellence? Early this year the previous
overnment supported the Innovation Lab Horizons bid for the ICT

Sylvan Crescent and Hancock Road, Fairview Park, Wa%entre of Excellence. These facts are easy to substantiate by ringing

presented by the Hon. D.C. Kotz. Innovation Lab and checking with the principals involved. The bid
Petition received. did not succeed. Last Friday the federal government announced that
an alternative bidder had received the ICT Centre of Excellence
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS funding. | hope the minister has not misled the house.

The minister replied to that as follows:

The SPEAKER' I alle.rt the house to the fact that I have This node required funding of $10 million and, like many of the
been advised by the Minister for Government Enterprises thgfrojects in the science and technology budget, this was an item that
he has a proposal which I think all members, regardless afent through cabinet and was discussed but was not within the
their persuasions, will be interested to learn about. budget, the forward estimates.

. These are statements of the Minister for Science and Informa-

The HO”-_P-F- CO_NLON (Minister for Government  tjon Economy. | have available a copy of a cabinet document
Enterprises): | move: dated 14 January that approves an innovation funding

That, for the remainder of the session, standing orders be so fgzackage in the forward estimates of $40.5 million. Clause 4.7
suspended as to provide that private members’ business has preggthat document reads:
dence over all other business as follows: ’

(@) on Wednesdays for two hours after grievances, bills, That the cabinet approve in respect of the previous submission,

motions with respect to committees (including reports ofeducation round table, the Minister for Innovation, in consultation
committees) and motions for disallowance of regulations;with the Minister for Education and Children’s Services and the

and Minister for Industry and Trade, bring to cabinet a submission setting
(i)  on Thursdays from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.—other motions;out a prioritised list of initiatives that would be supported by funding
provided that— of $40.5 million over five years: $500 000 in 2001-02; $5 million in
(a) Notices of Motion take priority over Orders of the Day 2002-03; $7.5 million in 2003-04; $7.5 million in 2004-05; $10 mil-
unless otherwise ordered; and lion in 2005-06; and $10 million in 2006-07. This innovation

(b) if all business in (ii) is completed before 1 p.m. the sitting Package submission is to consider and prioritise all initiatives that
of the house is suspended until 2 p.m: have been proposed under the education round table, the innovation

and that standing orders be so far suspended as to allow Notices $fategy and the ICT Centre of Excellence.

Motion and Orders of the Day, Private Members’ Bills/Commit- ; ; ; ; :
tees/Regulations, for Thursday 6 June to be dealt with on Wednesdg%l?aire’ nlt (\:?gile(;nf Il( % a?w\{glr?/blsh%hs:ggzg' Cabinet Office

5 June 2002.
. TSR ; That Cabinet Office note the Minister for Innovation advised
The SPEAKER: The proposition involves a suspension cabinet in pink note 601 for 10/01/02 that he expected the majority
and, therefore, requires me to count the house to see whethifihe '$40 million innovation fund to be committed to only two
there is present an absolute majority of the whole. There igrojects, being the Genomics Centre and the ICT Centre of
an absolute majority of the whole number of members of thé&xcellence. Support for the ICT Centre of Excellence was approved
house present Is the propos|t|on Seconded’) by cabinet on 10/01/02. Support for the Genomics Centre is SUb]eCt

Honourable members:Yes, sir. of submission No. 110 on 14/01/02.

Motion carried. | believe that the Minister for Science and Information

The SPEAKER: The house will agree that this is a Economy has knowingly and deliberately misled the house
substantial move towards allowing parliament to functionin & way that will materially affect deliberations of this house
more in the interests of its members than the interests of th@nd, in view of the above, | ask that you, sir, rule on a prima
groups with whom they may be affiliated. Let me make itfacie case of a breach of privilege in relation to misleading
plain, too, that it is an experiment and it is very much in thethe house.
hands of the members of the house as to how well it works. Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE ism): Mr Speaker, may | rise before the point of order and
) ] seek your leave—

_MrHAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Iriseonamatterof  The SPEAKER: Does the minister have a point of order?
privilege. | believe that a member of this chamber has The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | rise to seek your
knowingly and deliberately misled the house in a way that)o ission, Mr Speaker, to make a ministerial statement
will materially affect the deliberations of this house. By way,, 1i-h was |c’)repared on tF\is matter, at the point at which you,
of explanation, on Thqrsday 30 May | asked. the Ministerforsir' think it is appropriate. | am’ happy to speak now, '
Science and Information Economy a question: Mr Speaker. Otherwise, | will wait my turn to make a

Given that the South Australian bid for a share of the Nationalninisterial statement.

Information Communication Technology Centre of Excellence was . . .
unsuccessful, can the minister advise the house how the $10 million Mr BRINDAL: I rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.

provision already included in the budget forward estimates by the Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! I will listen to the point of order Obviously, with the state election being called the
that the member for Unley raises and, during the course dbllowing day, caretaker conventions would have prevented
doing so, | will contemplate what the minister has just put tathe previous cabinet from ever detailing which projects would
me. be supported from this amount of money. To return to my

Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, as you would be aware, aanswer of last Thursday and whether this project was
matter of privilege has been raised. It has long been thimcluded in the forward estimates, the total figure of
custom of this house that, having made a matter of privilege$40.5 million is the figure that appeared in the forward
the Speaker takes away that matter of privilege and hearséstimates with no specific mention of or allocation for the
and that no explanation is heard or offered until the Speakd€T Centre of Excellence. | hope that this additional informa-
has had the matter under his consideration. tion clarifies the situation for the house and | apologise for

The SPEAKER: The member for Unley has raised an any unintentional confusion in my answer last week.
interesting point, which standing orders do not cover. Members interjecting:

However, past practices are relevant to it, and | want to The SPEAKER: Order! Notwithstanding the clarification
examine them in detail before | answer him, because it is ¢he Minister has now delivered, and her contrite apology—
precedent that will otherwise be set where a minister haand | use the word contrite very deliberately—I will still
indicated a wish to make a statement which would answer theonsider whether there is a matter of privilege to be answered
charge brought against the minister by the proposition o&nd get back to the house before the conclusion of grievances
another member and about the matter which is the substangsday.

of that charge. There will be, in the next order of sequence,

the opportunity for ministers to make statements. MABO DAY

My inclination, however, is to allow the minister forthwith
to make that statement, because it will affect the way in The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
which | deliberate upon it. Accordingly, | so order and call @ ministerial statement.
the minister to make a statement if it is directly relevant to the Leave granted.
matter of privilege raised by the member for Waite. | seek The Hon. M.D. RANN: It is with great pleasure that |
such assurance from the minister. inform the house that today we are observing Mabo Day.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | give you my Mabo Day marks the tenth anniversary of the handing down
assurance, Mr Speaker, that this is absolutely on the point thaf the Mabo High Court decision on 3 June 1992. That
has been raised. You will note, Mr Speaker, that the routingdecision is one of the most significant events in Australian
business list indicates that the Minister for Tourism will makehistory and is a fundamental turning point in our relationship
a ministerial statement. Therefore, | will now read thatwith indigenous people. It is also fitting that Mabo Day
ministerial statement which was prepared exactly on thigoincides with the conclusion of National Reconciliation
point. Week.

The SPEAKER: The minister may proceed. For us to understand the importance of observing Mabo

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you, Mr Speak- Day, we need to take a closer look at the life of the man
er. | make this ministerial statement because, during questionhose name the day bears. The High Court decision says
time on Thursday 30 May, the member for Waite questionednuch about the man who led this charge for indigenous land
me about how the government planned to spend the $10 mitights. Eddie Mabo was born in 1936 on Mer Island, or
lion he claimed ‘had already been included in the budgeMurray Island, in the Torres Strait. His mother died shortly
forward estimates’ for the ICT Centre of Excellence. As youafter his birth and he was raised by his mother’s brother,
know, Mr Speaker, our state’s bid for that was unsuccessfuBenny, and his wife. From an early age, Eddie was taught
| advised the house that this was another project for whiclabout his family’s land and this laid the foundation of his
there was no provision in the forward estimates. thinking about land ownership and land inheritance on

Early on Friday afternoon, | was informed that this Murray Island. In Eddie’s teenage years he worked on
information was not strictly correct. | am informed that whilst pearling boats and the railways in Townsville and at 23 years
the initial cabinet approval for state government support foof age, in 1959, he married Bonita Neehow. They would raise

the ICT Centre of Excellence on 10 January 2002— 10 children.
Members interjecting: Eddie worked as a gardener at James Cook University and
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | repeat that: on 10 joined in university life by sitting in on seminars and going
January 2002— to the library where he would read books. In 1981 a land
Members interjecting: rights conference was held at James Cook University, and it

The SPEAKER: Order! This is a matter of the most was here that the seeds were sown that led to a test case to
serious gravity, and it ill behoves the member for Schubertlaim land rights through the courts system. Eddie Mabo was
or anyone else, including the minister—whoever that wasa leader and he set about challenging the claim of terra nullius
and | did not hear—to interrupt. | am trying, as | hope allin the High Court. This was the beginning of a 10-year battle
members are, to listen. It is not a trivial matter: it is verywith highs and lows such as the devastation of being in-
serious. The minister. formed that he had no rights to inherit Mabo land because he

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you, Mr Speak- was not the son of Benny Mabo. The battle took its toll on his
er. There was initial cabinet approval for state governmenhiealth and in January 1992 Eddie Mabo died of cancer, aged
support of the ICT Centre of Excellence on 10 January 200%6. Some five months later, on 3 June 1992, the High Court
Subsequently, cabinet—on 14 January 2002, which is the ddyanded down the Mabo decision overturning the notion that
before the election was called—approved a sum of $40.5 mibefore the European settlement no-one occupied the Aust-
lion over five years for an innovation package which, whilstralian continent.
including this and other initiatives, did not detail how specific  The High Court’s 1992 Mabo decision was of great
funding would be allocated. importance for a number of reasons. It not only provided a
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legal basis for the rightful indigenous ownership of land but:  Subject to certain rules, no criminal injuries compensation
also recognised indigenous culture and traditions. Perhaps is allowed where the claimant is engaged in criminal
most importantly, the Mabo decision proved to be a turning activity; and
point for reconciliation and has given non-indigenous- Our statute of limitations is three years and provides some
Australians an opportunity to better understand the issues and certainty to the court process.
difficulties faced by indigenous communities. It is also important to note that much of the problem with
Of even greater significance, the Mabo decision ha#surers relates to New South Wales. The rising costs in
enabled indigenous people to re-establish links with their lan@remiums around the country in large part, we are advised,
and proud culture. Ten years on, the name Mabo has becorage actually led by New South Wales. A huge leap in claims
synonymous with the advancement of indigenous people arfeccurring in New South Wales is by far the biggest problem
broader community awareness of indigenous culture anigh the nation. Payouts in South Australia are, on average, the
diversity. In recent times we have seen hundreds of thousand@vest in Australia.
of Australians participate in reconciliation marches, and the At this point I would urge the Leader of the Opposition to
observance of Mabo Day can only serve to enhance that spigpntact his New South Wales counterpart and ask him to
of reconciliation. Today, at the entrance of Manning Clarkreconsider the Liberal Party’s decision that we understand is
House in the ACT, a small plaque is to be unveiled acknowto block the New South Wales government’s reform process
ledging in simple language our gratitude to the traditionalbecause without that reform in New South Wales it will
owners of the land. simply not matter what we do here in South Australia.
Mabo Day is a celebration of our unity as a diverse However, despite these low payouts in South Australia,
community, and | congratulate all those involved and exten§Ome organisations are experiencing problems getting
my support to the observance of Mabo Day. In supportingsurance, and that is unacceptable as an ongoing situation for
Mabo Day, | pay tribute to Eddie Mabo, Mrs Bonita Mabo the government. Following the meeting last Thursday, our

and their family. government agreed to consider some bold steps to stabilise
premiums and see them reduce and to ensure accessibility and
INSURANCE. PUBLIC LIABILITY affordability of public liability insurance to the community.
' | can say today that:
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave * The government will introduce legislation as soon as
to make a ministerial statement. pOSSIb|e to Imp|ement a System of CapS on payOUtS.

The government will legislate as soon as possible to
introduce waivers which will provide relief for high risk
activities such as adventure tourism and, potentially, horse
riding.
e urge the federal government itself to legislate as soon as
Sssible to give full effect to waivers. At present, waivers do

Leave granted.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Many people in the community
face problems with respect to public liability insurance.
Premiums have risen by as much as 50 per cent, and so
organisations are being refused insurance altogether. Insur
say that public liability insurance does not make any mone%

ot work, because the commonwealth Trade Practices Act
for them. They also say that HIH Insurance set unreasonab N . .
low premiums which made the premium prices artificially Hrowdes a backdoor method to sue, even if a waiver excludes

! . : jability for negligence. | point out that the commonwealth
low in the past. Since HIH has collapsed, insurers say thAr%inister has agreed to process that issue as soon as they can:

prices are merely coming back to a reasonable level. For We will move to limit damages awards where the claimant
many clubs—particularly not-for-profit organisations—this is engaging in criminal activities.

e e o i il considr egislaing o ensure tat no-one can
9 »Peop I claim if they are under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

no compensation. . - A
W f . d that th il ne We will cooperate with risk management and accreditation
e are aware of associations concerned that they will no proposals at a federal level, and

longer be able to operate. The state and federal governments | \.iil also this week meet with the Law Society and have

have been developing a coordinated approach to this problem. ;v cted government officials to begin drafting legisla-

On Thursday of last week, | met with all relevant ministers iy, 45 an urgent priority.
from theSother Sﬁtfs ?:nd with thz Eo:;ar?l hgo(\éernmeng\,e have also consented to a review on the law of negligence.
minister, Senator Helen Coonan, on behalf of the Commonyyeq eminent legal minds will investigate and report back

wealth Government. At that meeting, we considered a furth ha couple of months (that will be two months) on how to

reportfrom_ the In_surance Issues Working Group of the Heagf‘reate greater certainty in the law. They will touch on the

of Treasuries which made a number of recommendations.sqes of proportionate liability, the Trade Practices Act and,
Thursday’s meeting provided us with an opportunity tojmportantly, the concept of gross negligence. Some people

consider those recommendations and further develop ge concerned about policies that expire on 30 June. To these
national approach to responding to the public liability hegple, we say:

insurance problem facing Australia. Many of the recommen- options are available and more are emerging;
dations in the report have already been adopted in South \ye want to the maximise the information available to the
Australia: public so that options are known to those who need them;
- Many volunteers including CFS, SES and surf life saving and
associations are already protected from most claims by we hope to have more news about options soon—
legislation. The government has the ability to proclaim  especially for not-for-profit groups.
volunteer workers in other essential services and we wilbublic liability insurance options for community groups,
give consideration to doing so; events and not-for-profit organisations that are associated
Early resolution of claims is supported already by ourwith local councils are available through the clubs and
court processes; community groups insurance scheme operated by Local
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Government Risk Services. | am advised that this arrangéncreased taxes by nearly $1 billion (or over 50 per cent), and
ment now covers almost 4 000 community-based organisahat was before the GST. Before the 1997 state election you
tions in South Australia that have some relationship with theisaid that there would not be tax increases. Stephen Baker
councils. On Friday of last week, following Thursday’s said:

meeting, | held discussions in my office with the Local e are not out to get an increase in the quantum of tax.
Government Association about widening the coverage of th > the following two budaets. vou increased taxes by nearl
scheme to community groups, events and not-for-profiE500 il g gets, y - yl ty
orgr;]al\nisiialltionzI that are nﬁt associl;s\ted fWitk; Iogalhcouncilsﬁ.overrg'bllgcv'ou?igave us an emergency services fevy fo
Whilst these discussions have not been finalised, the goverri- ) .
ment hopes to be able to announce details of new arrange- The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer, as | have said

ments if we can get a conclusion to those discussions a nfc\)/\r/e’rirslha” not ut?eﬁ nr?rrw'lrl] an);hotrh(rerz rr?]ltr)nsrter us\?vr:nn
negotiations within the next two weeks. answering a question, nor any othér member use whe

eaking to the house, the second person pronoun. All
We have also been keen to ensure that the commonwea D harks will be addressed to the chair.

takes on some responsibility for the problem, and | am happy The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | do apologise, sir, and | should

to report that the commonwealth has agreed to a number of : ;
measures. The commonwealth intends to change the Tra@ ve referred to the former deputy premier when | mentioned
ephen Baker's name. The reality is that we can look at

Practi Act to allow waivers. Th mmonwealth will e A
actices Act 1o ato awvers ¢ commonwea ectricity price increases and the whole raft of taxes and

facilitate structured settlements so that people do not get lum ) -
sums but get sums over time. Amendments to the federal t arges increased by the former government. | was _mterested
at one comment of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition when

legislation will shortly be put before the commonwealthh into radio today. Th thodol the f |
parliament. The ACCC will be asked to continue to review € rang Into radio today. theé methodology or the formula
ed to increase fees and charges is based on a composite

the insurers and to monitor them. Once the states and tH&

commonwealth investigate and implement these reforms,V\)Qde)t(hthat.:ﬁkefs a:cmf)unt cl;fl_CPI rtnovements mtrfhe st:lat;e,
will not tolerate excuses from insurers being unreasonabl29ether with a factor for public sector wage growth, so that,
about premiums and cover. The Productivity Commissio iven that we are d_ellverlng government services, we need
will review insurers’ claims practices to see that they are no o keep apgce ||£1flat|on. ith oubli .
pushing up premiums by being inefficient. An urgent solution W& néed to keep pace with public sector wage increases
is being attempted by all states and the commonwealtfC that you keep the true value of that income stream. The
government, but the reality is that there is no quick fix. ~ DePuty Leader of the Opposition rang up and said:

When | was premier, we never used a formula like that. We only
used CPI.
In fact, the formula | used in this case was the formula that
his government had been using, | am advised, since 1998.
Treasurer Rob Lucas brought in this particular formula to
give a better consistency to increases. So, | say to the deputy
- . . leader: you are correct when you say that you did not do it
admit that the government has broken its key eleCt'oéﬂhen you were premier but, for budgets since at least 1998,

promise not to increase taxes or charges following his rece - .
announcement that state government fees and charges WO%@?tﬁgvéso?/%rghrztemaviihhﬁ s]:):/:/?tw?[ Su Z?i?ugtnn? etzf‘st Is the one

be increased by 4.2 per cent? Prior to the state election, the
Treasurer made a concrete promise not to increase existing
taxes or charges or introduce any new taxes or charges. This
promise was clearly established in ALP election material. In - n1r Brindal interjecting:

fact, Labor’s funding strategy document clearly stated: The SPEAKER: If the member for Unley would like to,

The basic principles of Labor’s funding strategy will notrequire | could oblige. Don’t be cheeky, | advise the member for
any increases in existing government taxes and charges or new ta)@?lley or anyone else. The member for Mitchell.

and charges.
Last Friday, the Treasurer was forced to announce that all Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Premier.
state government fees and charges will increase by 4.2 pgyhat action is the government taking to reduce the road toll?
cent. The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | have asked the

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | do not acceptthat Minister for Transport to undertake a major revamp of road
opinion. The reality is that our election commitments weresafety in this state and to come back in the next few months
quite clear that they would not require the introduction of newwith a package of initiatives that | hope will gain bipartisan
taxes and charges to fund our election promises. The issue &fipport, in order to try to reduce the road toll here in South
the lift in existing rates for fees and charges is that, if aAustralia. | can announce today that cabinet has resolved to
government wants to be able to keep the real value of incomeonsult with all members of parliament and with other
it must increase revenue in line with inflation and with—  interest groups, including the RAA, to look at a radical shake-

Members interjecting: up of licence rules for P plate drivers, in a move aimed at

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That was implicit. We need to saving teenage lives.
keep the real value of fees and charges because that is whatObviously, to do that we would need to amend the Motor
governments have always done. That is what you would havéehicles Act, and that is what we are looking at, in order to
done and that is what all governments would do. Clearly, iensure that people spend longer on P plates. | know that this
was the opposition’s intention that we would maintain theis a controversial move and there may be opposition in the
real value of those fees and charges. How dare the oppositi@@mmunity, but too many young lives are being lost in South
make these statements, given that in the first seven years yduistralia. As | have been advised, there has been an increase

QUESTION TIME

GOVERNMENT CHARGES

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Frome): Will the Treasurer now

ROAD TOLL
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in the proportion of young people in South Australia dyingthat we made to secure the future of Mitsubishi were partly
and being injured on our roads, so what we are suggesting @&out a stronger export focus in the United States.
increasing the term from one year on P plates to two years. However, we need to build a relationship with the United
No-one can say that this is preventing young people fron$tates in IT, bio-innovation and a whole range of areas.
driving, because obviously what we are doing is simplyTherefore, it can only help South Australia to have a Consul-
ensuring that, by being on restricted licence, young people deeneral who is not only from this state but also has had
not drink and drive. There will be zero tolerance for drinkingexperience working in portfolios such as economic develop-
and driving for P plate drivers, and that P plate period will bement. So, as a state government, |, as Minister for Economic
extended under our proposals from one to two years ofevelopment, the Deputy Premier in his position as Minister
indeed, until the age of 20. for Industry and Trade, and other ministers who are respon-

All the evidence of which | have been advised points toSible for innovation and IT look forward to a fruitful and
the fact that the longer young people spend on restrictegositive relatlons_hlp with John Olsen in hls_ new role as
licences the better chance they have of being safer driversqonsul-General in Los Angeles. We think it will be an
think every single parent of teenagers who are on P plates #PPointment of substqntlal bengaflt to South Australia, even
this state is always concerned and always worried abodfough John W|Ilwork|nthe national interest. However, his
getting that knock on the door in the middle of the night from!ocal knowledge could be invaluable to local companies and,
police to tell them the news that every parent dreaddndeed, to the governmentin working with chal companies.
Certainly, | have a number of friends who have lost their SO, | am delighted to support the appointment of John
sons: one family | know of lost two sons in a couple of yearsOlsen to the position of Consul-General in Los Angeles and
in road accidents. There is no worse story that a parent caish John and Julie every success in their new venture and
be confronted with. So, we are looking at increasing thdn their new location.

P plate period and bringing it into line with a number of other

states. It is quite clear that South Australia has lagged behind TREASURY BUDGET LINE

other states in terms of road safety. | am advised that these . L
steps were taken some time ago in Queensland, New South The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): My question is
Wales and Victoria. irected to the Treasurer. Why did the Treasurer state in

) dtoimol hi h arliament on 28 May that the $275 million held in the
So, we intend to implement this to ensure that our younge 45 rer's capital works contingency line could not be spent

phgople gre safer on thehroads. :: parliament resolves 10 dg, nrojects such as the $20 million for new buses in the year
this, and we can, together, make a serious Impact on theéys4.05 \hen this exact Treasury budget line was used in last
number of teenagers who lose their lives or who are injurege 45 hudget to commit $19.5 million funding for new buses
in car crashes on the roads, we can all be proud. for this year and next year?

Some time ago | met legislators in the United States who  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): As | have said

had introduced measures which had made a significangpeatedly, it was based on advice from Treasury not to use
difference and which could be shown statistically to havgnat line.

reduced the number of young lives lost on roads; and, Mempers interjecting:
certainly, if this move, if it is endorsed by this parliament,  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well. that is an issue for you.

means that more young people come home safely to theyf,a was an issue for your poor budget management prac-
parents and live fulfilled and committed lives, it is somethingijceg.

of which the parliament of South Australia can be proud. The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Davenport!
GOVERNMENT CHARGES The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: When we came to office, | was

advised that the head room that was in the budget should not
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): Can the Treasurer |, \,sed to fund the cost pressures as— g

advise the house what fees or charges within the education P
. ; - Members interjecting:
and health portfolios will be affected by the decision to The SPEAKEI%' Ordger the member for Goyder!
increase all state government fees and charges by 4.2 per The Hon. K.O I-:OLEY,' That was the advice thét | was
cent . ) given by Treasury. As | have said in this house on many
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): We will provide  ccasions, we have accepted that advice.
that information when it is gazetted, and it will be available A honourable member: More fool you.

for the honourable member. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: More fool us!
Members interjecting:
OLSEN, Mr J. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, as | said, your poor

budget management practices were an issue for you. What we
o know is that you have left us with at least a $77 million
udget deficit year, rising to $150 million in the years ahead.

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): Will the Premier inform
the house of the government’s attitude to the commonwealt
government’s appointment of former premier John Olsen to
the position of Consul-General in Los Angeles? HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am delighted to
answer that question. We believe that John Olsen’s appoint- Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): My question is directed to the
ment to the position of Consul-General in Los Angeles couldinister for Health. Will the minister tell the house whether
substantially benefit the people of and businesses here the cash reserves of the Department of Human Services were
South Australia. Let us remember that California is one of theun down to a point where Treasury had to intervene to
largest economies in the world. We intend to improve ouensure that the department could pay its accounts without
exports to the United States and, indeed, the recent move®ing into overdraft?
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The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Over advice that | am provided by Treasury on this matter. On
four years the former minister watched his department ru® July 2001 the Department of Human Services submitted a
down its cash reserves. The cash reserves fell by $49.5 mitabinet submission seeking an amendment to the HomeStart
lion from $86.2 million as at 30 June 1998 to $36.7 million regulations to enable HomeStart activities to extend to the
as at 30 June 2001. As a result, the department’s cash balaqm®vision of a loan product to the aged care sector. | am
in February this year was nominally $3 million overdrawn. advised that Treasury and Finance was not consulted in the
After watching the cash disappear for four years, the formepreparation of the original submission and did not support its
minister wrote to the former treasurer on 9 January 2002 anceccommendation.
said: The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

In particular we agreed that DHS must now liaise with Treasury  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Just listen, Dean. Dean, listen

and Finance where a cash shortage is anticipated. And Treasury aptkase.
Finance will assist to ensure that DHS does not go into overdraft.  The SPEAKER: Order!

The bottom line is that the former minister failed to keep  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Finniss should
expenditure within budget and spent his cash reserves. Asligten. The submission was subsequently delayed for one
result, the health system has been placed in an unsustainableek to allow Treasury and Finance adequate time to meet
position. with Department of Human Services officers and discuss the
issue at officer level. | am further advised that Treasury and
HOMESTART FINANCE Finance remained opposed to the submission following these
discussions. The cabinet submission dated 6 July 2001 by the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the \pinister for Human Services (Hon. Dean Brown) included
Opposition): My question is directed to the Treasurer. Why e following main proposal:

did the Treasurer claim on ABC radio this morning that the That Cabinet approved the drafting and promulgation of an
cabinet submission on HomeStart loans for aged cargyendment to the Housing and Urban Development (Administrative

facilities did not refer to country hospitals when a copy of thearrangements)( HomeStart Finance) Regulations 1995 to enable
cabinet submission reveals the opposite? On ABC radio thidomeStart Finance through its functions and powers to provide,

morning the Treasurer made two specific claims: (1) that théianage or tfaCi”tate o ”On'pmfti.t i“COfrporaéed body f%r thtel

; iecion di o evelopment, ownership or operation of aged care residentia
cabinet submission did not refer to country hospitals; and ( ccommodation approved by the Minister and for the provision of
that the HomeStart loans would blow out the budget. Theg|ated care.

cabinet Sme'SS'On_ states: ) o That is what it said. | now go on. Treasury and Finance
The target group will be small country hospitals and existing ageq,nderstood—

care providers that agree to allocate the new beds to address currerpt . C

nursing home type patients inappropriately occupying beds inacute 1 e Hon. Dean Brown Interjecting:

facilities (that is hospitals), and otherwise unable to provide the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | am advised that Treasury and

residential bond necessary to ensure relatively easy entry into theinance understood that the facility would be available for
aged care facility. not-for-profit bodies such as churches, charities and commun-
So, the Treasurer’s statement was wrong. | also have a cofity organisations. Government health units are not considered
of a memo written by Frank Turner of DHS on the prepara+to be within the not-for-profit sector and—this is Treasury
tion of the cabinet submission which states: advice—it is questionable whether lending by HomeStart to

I have had further discussions with Treasury and have madthese units is outside the scope of the original cabinet
changes to the cabinet submission to reflect their concerhbave  approval. That is what | am advised by Treasury. The cabinet

also indicated that DHS would keep this budget neutral. submission does refer to country hospitals, but it is not clear
So the Treasurer again was wrong. When is he going to gethether it was intended to include country health units.
it right? Further, the submission included the following statement:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member knows thatthe last  That the Department of Human Services would manage the
rhetorical question asked is highly disorderly. Subsequerdrrangements such that the overall cost to Government was
questions of that kind will be ruled out of order and notmaintained as budget neutral.
answered. The minister. This shows how little they, and the former minister particu-

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): The debate has larly, understand about the budget.
been going on now for some weeks, and it certainly occurred Members interjecting:
in the South-East when | was there, as the member for The SPEAKER: Order! | have spoken to the member for
MacKillop knows. The issue is about government countrySchubert once today. | am still speaking to the member for
hospitals or private country hospitals. | want to read this—Schubert and | am letting him know that the Treasurer does

Members interjecting: not need his help and more particularly that the kind of

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | have been saying now for behaviour in which he engages does not help public respect
weeks that the scheme was available for private sectdor the rest of us. | invite him to consider the relevance of his
hospitals in the country or in metropolitan Adelaide. Let usplace in this chamber during the remainder of the day’s

go through the facts. sittings if he wishes to continue in the same manner. The
The Hon. Dean Brown:Where are the private hospitals Treasurer.

in the country? The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | draw the house’s attention—
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: There are a number. The Hon. Dean Brown: It refers to country hospitals.
The Hon. Dean Brown: There are four. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, | have said that the

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you. It appears that the government health units are not considered to be within the
opposition certainly had the photostat machine workingnot-for-profit sector and it is questionable whether lending by
overtime when they left government and took all thisHomeStart to these units is outside the scope of the original
documentation with them. Let us go through it. This is thecabinet submission. | said that the cabinet submission does
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refer to country hospitals but not government countrywe are working within the scope of the capital works budget

hospitals. | continue as follows: to ensure, where we are able, to meet the commitments
| draw the house’s attention to the example of HomeStartgProvided by the former government. Those discussions are
financial dealings with the Naracoorte Health Service. taking place at present. However, we are advised that the use

f HomeStart finance for government entities simply adds to

e budget deficit in the year in which that expenditure is
pcurred, and is nothing more than spending money. The
ormer minister for health was wrong, wrong, wrong.

The Naracoorte Health Service is an incorporated health un
under the South Australian Health Commission Act 1976, an
its finances are consolidated with those of the Department

Human Services, which forms part of the government’s non*
commercial sector. Therefore, as | have stated in the house,
for a government health unit borrowing money from Home- HEALTH BUDGET

Start is exactly the same as spending money. The expenditure . KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): My question is
of funds by the Naracoorte Health Service, irrespective of thﬁirected to the Minister for Health. I.n addition to the

source, would have an impact on the state budget deficit i§49 million run-down in cash within the Department of

the year the expenditure is incurred. o Human Services, does the minister's department have a
The Hon. Dean Brown:That's because it is off budget. p,qget debt of $21 million resulting from over-expenditure
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No, it is not off budget The by pub“c hospita|s and health units?

deputy leader does not understand his budget. No wonder yoU The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Unfortu-

blew your health budget. It is no wonder that you could NOlately, the answer is yes. The rundown of cash and the

control your health budget. You do not understand youg>1 million debt are just two aspects of the financial mess left
budget. by the former minister. Just as the member for Finniss did not

The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader will come to tell the electors about the rundown of $49 million cash in his
order and leave it to the Treasurer to answer the questiorgepartment, he also did not reveal the Liberal government’s
that he has been asked without the assistance of the depyns to claw back the $21 million from the health budget. On
leader, and the Treasurer will not respond to interjectionsy January 2002, just six days before the election was called,
because it will only inflame the situation. The Treasurer. the former minister for human services wrote to the former

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. No treasurer, confirming their discussions about a $21 million
wonder the former treasurer wanted this issue deferred fromlawback. The minute canvassed options for the clawback
cabinet for one week. He had the Treasury advice and knewhich included, and | quote:

that what the minister was up to was not sound financial  the yse of recurrent and investment funds available to DHS over

management. The deputy leader said that it is off budget:the next three years.

have just explained, but | will explain it again. As | have said. e former minister was planning more cuts to health, even
when a government health unit is a government entity, it ighough hospital services were already the number one issue
part of the Consolidated Account: it is part of the govern-,- qters and the issue of most concern to the people of
ment's non-commercial sector. Following the Naracoortes, ih Australia. More cuts were on the way.
hospital example, it therefore follows that capital expenditure
on aged care facilities has to be consistent with the Depart- EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY
ment of Human Services meeting its overall budgeted
expenditure budget: it has to be within the capital works The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): Can
budget of government. the Treasurer tell the house why the government has not
Therefore, through the provision of funds to the Nara-followed the lead of the previous Liberal government and
coorte Health Service by HomeStart, the Department ofaken action to cushion the impact of rising property values
Human Services and the former minister for health, | anmon household emergency service levy bills? Last year, the
advised, have potentially acted contrary to the originaprevious Liberal government made a decision to adjust the
cabinet submission—there is now debate about that in thatariable component of—
on Treasury advice, that activity undertaken by HomeStartis The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
not budget neutral. If a loan arrangement is necessary to The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Government
ensure accountability of a health unit, a loan from DHS orEnterprises will desist from inflaming the situation by both
alternatively, from the Treasurer or SAFA would be prefer-hiding behind the Treasurer and interjecting while the leader
able to HomeStart. If money is borrowed to get around youfs asking his question.
budget, why go to HomeStart? Why not go to SAFA?  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Last year the previous Liberal
HomesStart's funding is sourced from SAFA, as the centrajovernment made a decision to adjust the variable component
funds provided for the government, and it is illogical for of the emergency services levy to ensure that the total value
HomeStart to then lend back to a health unit in the nonof levies collected remained unchanged. Last Friday the
commercial government sector. government announced that, whilst the fixed levy component
In my view—and according to advice | have received fromof the ESL would remain unchanged, no action would be
Treasury—this scheme was potentially being used as a wagken to cushion the impact of rising property values on the
of circumventing the capital budget process of DHS with novariable component of the emergency services levy.
regard for the impact on the state budget deficit. Thatis the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): They have a cheek,
advice that the government was given by Treasury, and | amdon’t they? When they brought in the emergency services
advised that it was the advice that was available at the timégvy they tried to get quite a lot more money than was ever
The point is that what we have now asked is that thosexplained to anyone who cared to listen at the time. They put
groups outside government can access the HomeStart schenme.a very large emergency services levy, in excess of
As | have explained to the member for MacKillop—and the$100 million, from memory, and then, as the election got
Minister for Health can further elaborate on this, if needed—closer and closer, they pulled it back, because they realised
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they had gone well beyond what was intended at the timean unseated bollard the recyclable bumper returns to its
They have all had a chance. The member for Davenport iormal position without a scratch.
think was the original architect; then the member for Mawson
got hold of it; and it went everywhere. INSURANCE, PUBLIC LIABILITY

As we announced on Friday, the government is not )
increasing the rate. | accept that there have been property Dr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): = Will the Treasurer
value increases to the tune of $3.1 million and a furthe@dvise the house how the decisions announced in his
$0.4 million, due to growth in mobile property. That, as weMinisterial statement today regarding public liability insur-
know, is a property cycle: property growth increases at timesNce will help the recreational horse industry by 30 June?
at others it is static or stable, and, in some parts of th&-ast Saturday several hundred horse riders and small_bu:;lness
property cycle, values decrease. Like other taxes or staf@Vners marched on ParllamentHouse to protestthe!r pllght.
charges, this one will be recouping what growth there isMany of these people are being asked to accept premium rises
albeit marginal in terms of the dollar amount involved. The©f up to 600 per cent, and, indeed, some are unable even to
government will not be walking away from our decision not9et insurance. In order to save their businesses most need an
to increase the rate of ESL. | would have thought that thénswer and action from the government by 30 June.
members opposite would be pleased with that decision. We The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | thank the
have decided not to do it, and it is a decision that I think is afionourable member for his important question. This is a very

important one for the community. difficult problem for governments and one which was the
subject of significant discussion last Thursday. Senator
WORLD ENVIRONMENT WEEK Coonan—who is handling this issue of insurance (to date at

least) extremely well and in a very cooperative approach with

Mr RAU (Enfield): Can the Minister for Environment all the states—indicated that the commonwealth will be
and Conservation tell the house what is being done by th&aking a lead in respect of the horse-riding industry in terms
government during World Environment Week to highlight theof trying to get some national standards of accreditation. If

alternatives to the traditional motor vehicle? the honourable member is listening to the answer—did the
An honourable member: Are you going to walk, John? honourable member want an answer?
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and An honourable member interjecting:

Conservation): | thank the member for his question and I  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Sure; you seemed to want to
note his keen interest in this issue. | am a keen walker, | cahave a wider discussion. The federal minister (Senator
assure all members. Today | took delivery of a Toyota PriusCoonan) said that the commonwealth will take a lead in, first,
which is a hybrid motor vehicle. It is powered jointly by establishing, if it can, national accreditation for horse-riding
petrol and electricity and | will be using that as my ministerialschools. It is an issue of risk management. We must get risk
vehicle during this week. | can also inform the house that thenanagement undertaken in the riding schools.
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has also taken The second issue relates to the issue of waivers for which,
permanent delivery of one of the vehicles and is looking tas | said, we will legislate as soon as practicable. The
purchase additional vehicles. As members would knowproblem will be that it also needs amendments to the Trade
hybrid vehicles are less harmful to the environment tharPractices Act, which will take longer because, | am advised,
conventional vehicles. It is estimated that the Prius useSenator Coonan’s ability to get it through the federal
50 per cent less fuel and produces 80 per cent fewer aparliament, in terms of the federal government’s legislative
pollution emissions than conventional cars. The governmengrogram, is delaying that somewhat.
and | are keen to promote the availability of hybrid carsinthe Come 30 June, we do have a serious problem. We are
community. working it through. It is no easy answer because, if all the
It is encouraging that car manufacturers are, in factinsurance companies are walking away from this and wanting
exploring clean energy and | will, perhaps, give the houséo charge skyrocketing premiums, one of the alternatives is
some examples. General Motors has an electric vehicl®r governments to accept all the risks. | have said continually
available commercially in America, and Volkswagen still that that is something | want to avoid. If we have to take that
sells electric cars in Europe. The use of LPG and natural gassk on board for horse riding schools, we start to take on the
is increasingly common. Mitsubishi, for example, sells LPGsame risk for everyone. How do you draw a line? How do
powered small-sized trucks, and has also developed a hybrjgbu distinguish between the needs of a riding school and
electric drive system for large city buses that use an enginanother high risk activity? Before you know it, the
to generate electricity and a motor to drive the bus. Thesgovernment is back in the business of insurance—of course
hybrid buses are being trialled this year; meanwhile, the usenly getting the high risk end, because the insurance com-
of ethanol as an energy source for vehicles has been extepanies have walked away from it. That is the policy dilemma
sively trialled. for governments and | ask members opposite to think long
| am pleased that the EPA, which is the environment'sand hard about that because, if that is the solution, it is one
watchdog, will lead by example and, as it states, will includethat | want to avoid.
a hybrid car in its fleet. Next week | will return to my LPG | am having serious discussions with local government and
Holden, which the former minister for the environmentwith my interstate counterparts, and I am hoping that we can
purchased. At home, my private car is an LPG-powerecdvance options, but | would be less than honest if | did not
Mitsubishi, both of which are fine locally produced vehicles.say that it is a very difficult matter and | am concerned about
I would hope that manufacturers explore hybrid technologyhat we can do as governments. | made the point to the
in the future at their South Australian plants. Can | also saynsurance companies on Thursday that they have a responsi-
that the car | am driving today, the Prius, is made largely oubility to assist governments through this difficult period.
of recycled material and is completely recyclable. | can also We as governments are prepared to make hard decisions:
inform the house that when it is reversed, at low speed, intd is incumbent upon the insurance companies to come to the
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table and assist groups (potentially horse riding schools) thatf support would be available to fund new projects each year
are facing very serious difficulties come 30 June. | am sorryp until 2006.
that there is no easy answer: it is a difficult one and we are However, on Friday 26 April the commonwealth Minister
doing all we can as a government to find some options anfbr Industry, Trade and Resources (Hon. lan Macfarlane MP),
potential solutions. announced what was called a ‘temporary suspension’. The
‘temporary suspension’ of R&D Start funding will have a
WATER RATES significantimpact on South Australia, given its high success
rate in receipt of grants under this program. Considering that
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Does the Treasurer stand our pro rata entitlement might be 8 per cent of funds, we
by his comments to the media this morning, when he stateteceived 13.1 per cent in 2000-01 and this year to date have
that any increases in water rates would be decided by the Sieceived 14 per cent of the available national funding.
Water Corporation later in the year? Just before election day Of the 500 applications available, again 14 per cent—or
in February, the Treasurer assured the South AustraliaP6—are from South Australian organisations. So, the R&D
public that water rates would not rise under a Labor governStart program is particularly important for a predominantly
ment. By about 8.30 this morning he broke that promise andmall business state such as South Australia, as it offers
informed the public that water rates would, in fact, be risingfunding that enables companies to conduct new or additional
as part of the across-the-board 4.2 per cent rise in governmemtsearch and development that would not otherwise have been
fees and charges. About 10 minutes later the story changeabssible. The temporary suspension of the R&D Start
again. This time we were told that the Labor governmenprogram may jeopardise the private sector funding and delay
believed that it was not actually responsible for determinindR&D starts because small South Australian companies would
water rates and that decision would be made by SA Wateace difficulties sourcing adequate replacement funding from
later in the year. other areas of their business. The commonwealth decision to

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): On radio this suspend R&D Start programs is extremely disappointing for
morning | was explaining the 4.2 per cent increase and th&outh Australian companies, for small business in South
formulafor it. | was not certain whether water increases werdustralia and for the future of research and development
covered, and | corrected that very quickly. The SA Wateigenerally in this state.
board, as members opposite know, makes recommendations
to government for its increases. Its past practices (under the SA WATER

former government) were, | am advised, inflation plus a 1 per ]
cent factor for recouping country water. That is what | am Mr VENNING (Schubert): Does the Treasurer stand by

advised: my colleague the Minister for Government Entertn€ governments pre-election commitment that Labor's plan
prises may well be able to correct that. to get another $10 million out of SA Water will not lead to

The advice | was provided with was that they will be Setjob losses? In aradio interview just prior to the election, the

by the SA Water board and advised to government. O'fl're;surer clalmled. naful wnities to furth e th

i ; ere are real meaningful opportunities to further make the
course, it 'S. up to government whether or not it accepts ther% ganisation more efficient, and there will be no effect on the work
but CPI adjustments for water rates have occurred in the paérce.

and will occur in the future. That is the advice that | was )
given: if there is any further detail to provide on that, Iwill __1"€ Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | say to the
member for Schubert and all members of the house: wait until

be happy to respond. the budget on 11 July.
R&D START PROGRAM ELDERLY CITIZENS
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Can the Minister for Social

Science and Information Economy inform the house of theygtice tell the house what the state government has done to
impact on South Australia of the recent decision by thesggist the many community groups that help older South
commonwealth government to suspend the R&D Starpstralians participate in and contribute to our community?
program? Can the minister explain in particular what has been done to
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Science  assist groups supporting older people in rural and remote
and Information Economy): | thank the honourable member South Australia?
for her interest in the future of research and developmentin  The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Social Justice): More
South Australia. The R&D Start program was established b)han 200 senior Community groups will Shorﬂy receive grants
the commonwealth government to assist Australian industrior a range of projects, including computer skills courses,
to undertake research and development for commercialgraft materials and dancing classes. | have signed off on
sation. The R&D Start fund was Competitive and merit baSGCE406 000 of grants under the Grants for Seniors program, and
and applicants were required to demonstrate that they wemgs different groups have received grants which contribute
able to fund a share of the prOjeCt costs in Conjunction Wltho Supporting the role of older pe0p|e in our Communityl
the funding support to be offered by Ausindustry. Some of the approved grants include money for cross-cultural
Grants were available for up to a maximum of $15 million programs involving Aboriginal and middle eastern elders in
but typically ranged between $100 000 and $5 million. InAdelaide, an intergenerational program for elders and youth
2000-01 the R&D Start program approved 249 grants anth the Narrungar community of Yorke Peninsula and the
loans to industry across Australia, totalling approximatelypurchase of a cassette player to teach traditional music to
$207.8 million, with the program’s expansion under theltalian seniors at the Italian Cultural Centre at Paralowie. The
commonwealth government's innovation plan called Backingsum of $50 000 has been allocated to the Council on the
Australia’s Ability. It was expected that $180 million worth Ageing to celebrate Seniors Week 2002.
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Itis important to note that the grants are divided into twoface up to our responsibilities in a difficult environment by
categories—development, and equipment and assistance, antdining SA Water in the best way we can, in the interests of
41.4 per cent of available funding has been allocated tthe people of South Australia, in the interests of the taxpayer
people living in rural and remote areas of South Australiaand in the interests of the people who receive the service.
9.2 per cent has been allocated to Aboriginal people; an@/hat we will not be doing is sacking 3000 SA Water
16.1 per cent has been given to people from culturally anémployees, because the previous government did not leave
linguistically diverse backgrounds. These grants recognise thtbat many.
vital contribution made by so many older South Australians. Members interjecting:

The varied way in which the money is being used shows how The SPEAKER: Order!
many people in their twilight years are learning new skills,
keeping fit and active and trying completely new things. SOUTH-EAST FIRE SEASON

SA WATER Mr CAICA (Colton): Will the Minister for Emergency

. Services advise the house why the fire danger season in the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):  Sputh-East was closed on 24 May?

Will the Treasurer explain why SA Water workers have  \Members interjecting:
already been informed that their services are no longer The SPEAKER: Order!

required? In answer to a question from the member for the Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Emergency

Schubert,.the Treasurer mdu;ated that no decision OBgryices): It is funny that the opposition finds so much
SA Water jobs will be made until the budget. However, lastigipjjity, because | have been asked the same question by
Thursday in this house the Minister for_ Government Enteryome of them; so | do not know why they find it so funny. It
prises confirmed that 40 positions in SA Water wouldjyst 5o happens that | am reading a note on this matter, so |
disappear, mainly in regional areas. am able to give some information on it. The question involves

The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Goyernment not only the ending of the fire season but also, of course, the
Enterprises): It may have escaped the leader’s notice, but lajier extension. There is an important answer here, and |
am the responsible minister. | have to say that | can onlyq\ it is important because the matter was raised with my
describe this question as ‘Episode 2—Attack ofthe Clowns’stfice not very long ago by the member for MacKillop, so |
I repeat the answer | gave last week when | said | would nofssme they do have an interest in it. On 9 April, the Country
rule out redundancies— . Fire Service Board declared the fire danger season in the

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition. |ower South-East extended until 31 May. This was done after

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: On a point of order, the question ¢onsyltation with the relevant regional bushfire prevention
was about the Treasurer's answer, sir, and | cannot see hgWymmittee made up of local representatives of the South
the Minister for Government Enterprises has responsibilityyystralian Farmers Federation, the CFS, local government,
for the Treasurer’s answer. . . National Parks and Wildlife and Forestry SA.

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. The ministry  The decision to extend the fire danger season in this
determine among themselves who will answer the questionggrticular fire ban district was made in response to a request
whether we like the answer or not. o _ from the South Australian Government Agencies Fire Liaison

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Thank you, sir. I will explain ~ committee. That committee had received advice from the
again to the Leader.of the Opposmon.that, as Minister folgreau of Meteorology that the soil dryness indices were
Government Enterprises, | am responsible for SA Water. | d@yceptionally high and that there was no chance of rain in the
not know what the confusion was for either the Leader of thqoreseeable future. The decision was gazetted and advertised
Opposition or the member for Schubert when I made it plainy, the Advertiser Then, as they have pointed out, widespread
last week that we would not rule out redundancies there, anginfall did occur in the middle of May.
gave some reasons. | will also not rule out redundancies in Tpe Country Fire Service received feedback from the local
the future because the ways that businesses work change O¥@mmunity that prompted a review of the close date for the
time. I have already referred to the program to make sure thgte pan season. Consultation again occurred with the
we make the proper use of the skills of older people byRegional Bushfire Prevention Committee, and the Country
bringing some young people in. For the Leader of therjre Service closed the fire danger season in the Lower
Opposition to be repeatedly pretending to have an interest i§gyth-East on 24 May—from memory, the same day the
the workers of SA Water is nothing more than utter hypoctimemper for MacKillop asked the question. So | have to say
sy. His government sacked 3 000 of them. I really think it isthat they were in front of the game. | understand this allowed
about time the Leader of the Opposition pulled his head in ofand-holders in the South-East to clear in time to commence
this one. We are not the people who plundered the Publigeeding prior to the ground temperature dropping, which
Service. We have inherited a very difficult budget situation,youid, of course, have adversely affected their crops. | am
and | can tell you that | will work as hard as | can to makenpappy that the Country Fire Service responded promptly on
sure that SA Water operates efficiently and effectively in theps occasion; however, after speaking to people in the South-
interests of the public of South Australia regardless—  East recently at our country cabinet | am going to be speaking

Members interjecting: to the chief executive. Pleased as | am, we are going to see

The SPEAKER: Order! if we can make the process even speedier, so that we look
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Mr Speaker, the member for after people like the member for MacKillop.

Davenport has been reading thdvertiser He has got a bit

excited about how he was described as having done a good PORTRUSH ROAD

job. Don’t worry! It was merely an aberration, | can tell the

member for Davenport. | do not think they really meantit Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is directed to the
when they wrote it. Let me repeat what | have said: we willMinister for Transport. Will the minister confirm in respect
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of the Portrush Road upgrade that Transport SA will nogovernment representatives have advised Transport SA that
attempt to deny the local community the paved footpaths thahey will not allocate additional funds to cover improvements
they were promised? The commonwealth funded project foto areas of local government responsibility, and neither will
the upgraded expansion of Portrush Road, a major road, this state government.
now under way. Early in the project the property owners The government is concerned about the precedent that this
along the roadway were consulted in relation to the amenitieglecision could have on future road projects involving
including the replacement of fences and paved footpaths, icontribution of funding from councils for components of
consideration for the infringement onto their property andprojects that have traditionally been their responsibility.
significant inconvenience during the construction. Thos&ransport SA has advised both councils that the scope of the
plans have been published and agreed upon. The Norwoogroject will need to be reduced to offset the loss in funding
Payneham and Burnside councils were requested by Tranassociated with the decision. To deal with the poor financial
port SA to contribute to the cost of the project. They haveand contractual oversight of the previous government, this
each declined. They were asked again on the weekend arghvernment expects that in the future such arrangements will
if they do not contribute, bitumen footpaths will be laid as ofalways be formalised, leaving no confusion.
next Wednesday. The residents along Portrush Road have The only thing that the member got right is that | did meet
been very supportive of this project overall, and generallywith councils, at one o’clock on Saturday, and | informed
patient and tolerant, and now face being denied the amenityiem that, if they did not pay their way, they would miss out
that they were promised. | seek an answer from the Ministesn these services. That is the only thing that the member got
for Transport. correct and this government will be sticking to what it has
The SPEAKER: Yes, well, the member for Bragg sails always been: traditional local government responsibility. The
close to the wind. We know the member for Bragg seeks aonly thing that | can apologise to those councils about is that
answer from the minister; we heard the question. It is nothe previous Liberal government failed to negotiate and
necessary to either repeat it or make some other gratuitoisform them of that detail.
remark at the conclusion of an explanation. The Minister for
Transport. TEACHERS' STATUS
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
thank the member for Bragg for her question. Transport SA Ms BREUER (Giles): Will the Minister for Education
has sought a financial contribution from the City of Burnsideand Children’s Services explain what this government is
and from the City of Norwood, Payneham and St Peters fofloing to raise the status of our teachers?
the drainage, footpath and powerline components of the An honourable member: Giving them a pay rise!
Portrush Road upgrade. These contributions are sought for The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and
components of work that fall within local government Children’s Services): | thank the honourable member
responsibility. These contributions are sought in accordancepposite for his suggested answer to this question.
with longstanding arrangements that Transport SA has with  The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are out of order.
councils and, may | say, the arrangements that have been The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | would like members to know
called for by Transport SA have been supported by the Locdhat it is a priority of this government in the education
Government Association. These cost sharing principles haygortfolio to take steps to raise the status of the teaching
been applied to other projects, such as Cross Road, Siofession. Promoting quality and status of teaching is
Donald Bradman Drive, Mount Barker Road and Robeabsolutely fundamental to what this government aims to
Terrace. The City of Port Adelaide Enfield is currently achieve in our classrooms. There is no other profession quite
committing funds to the undergrounding of powerlines andike teaching, | believe. Teachers make a difference in
the paving of footpaths along Hampstead Road. people’s lives—they educate, they nurture and they guide
The City of Burnside and the City of Norwood, Paynehamchildren’s growth and development. A teacher can impact on
and St Peters both concede that the arrangements are,tie course of a person’s life. Most adults can remember a
principle, acceptable to them, and the City of Burnside hasignificant teacher and the impact that person had on their
recently contributed to the upgrade of footpaths and undetife. | see a lot of members nodding on the other side and it
grounding of powerlines of Portrush Road at the Glenwould appear that the leader had some good teachers.
Osmond intersection. However, in this instance both councils Yesterday | had the welcome opportunity to attend a
have advised that they will not contribute to the Portrustrecognition ceremony of SACE achievement by Aboriginal
Road upgrade financially, with both councils considering thastudents. This year, 57 young men and women achieved
this project should be totally federally funded. The problemSACE, which is a considerable increase over the past few
here is that the previous administration, your administrationyears, and one of the things that struck me as | listened to the
failed to ensure that there was any specific agreement in plaexperiences of a number of those young people was that they
with these councils with regard to their contribution for thiseach identified, along with family supporters, at least one
vitally important project. That is, the previous Liberal significant teacher or Aboriginal education worker (AEW)
administration failed to bolt this down. It was simply who provided the environment and the incentive for those
assumed otherwise. Regrettably, this is the situation that thigoung people to achieve.
government has inherited from the previous administration, Teachers are the backbone of our schools and our public
a financial blunder, another financial blunder, that reeks o$chools, and, together with the supporting work of an army
confusion and uncertainty as well as incompetence. of school leaders, including support staff, parents and
The previous government has allowed financial arrangevolunteers, they are the key to this government’s aim of
ments with third parties to be left to chance. That is astrengthening our public education system, particularly. They
shameful situation. Sufficient funds are not available withindeserve to feel valued, they deserve to be recognised for the
the current approved project budget to meet additional costsork they do, and they should be supported, given the
within the local government bodies’ responsibility. Federalenvironment, to weave the magic that takes eager young
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children through a journey of learning to become knowledgethat? He has had two claims in the last five years. Some
able and skilled young adults. riding schools and pony clubs have had minuscule claims, yet
Unfortunately such appreciation of the value of teachershey are the meat in the sandwich. What can we tell these
in the classroom has not been forthcoming in recent yearpeople? We just cannot keep delaying.
The confrontational approach by the former government More consultants are coming in, not that this government
succeeded only in making teachers feel undervalued anthlls them that: it calls them teams of eminent lawyers. The
despondent, and it led to quite a morale problem within ouMinister for Health said today that a team of specialists is
teaching force. Add to that the poorer chance of gaininggoming in—consultants are coming in. That is not what we
permanent employment under the previous governmentiequire: we need an answer. | am patron of the Metropolitan
deliberate policy to move to contract and casual employmen§how Jumping Club and | was at the club yesterday to
and it really is no wonder that the morale of our teachers hagresent some prizes. The riders had to fill out an indemnity
been at an all-time low. form, and | am happy to table it. They had to sign that
It is crucial that we take on the problem of the status ofindemnity form before they could ride. They are covered by
teaching, particularly in our aim of attracting more males intathe EFA insurance but they still had to sign an indemnity
the teaching profession. The under representation of malésrm. Fortunately for them, not only was a vet present but
in primary and junior primary schools is an Australia-wide also a lawyer, and he was able to give them some good
issue. Giving teaching the professional status it deserves &lvice. That lawyer, Jacob Van Dissel, is well known to this
also an essential ingredient in achieving a highly motivatediouse and | know that he is a very keen horserider and | will
work force. Teachers are an essential key to achievinbe interested to learn what his legal advice is to members of
classroom success from students. Respect is driven from tiieis house.
top and, as minister, | recognise that, and | will certainly be  Yesterday in the Soapbox, the Treasurer said that we will
doing all in my power to ensure that we give priority to the consider capping, we will consider how to make waivers, we
quality and status of teaching and ensure that the governmewtll consider legislation and we will cooperate. Indeed, he
continues to value teachers and protect and promote the stakad most of it again today; | thought he was going to read the
of teaching in South Australia. Soapbox to us in his statement to the house. We are not
getting any action. We are getting consideration but we want
action from this government. We do not just want delays. To
say at the very end of the Soapbox that three very eminent
legal minds will investigate and report back in a couple of
GRIEVANCE DEBATE months is not good enough. A couple of months? We need
answers in a couple of weeks—30 June is a couple of weeks
away, not a couple of months. | ask again: what am | going

INSURANCE, INDEMNITY to tell Mike Kalleske and Serita Stratton when their busines-
ses close in a couple of weeks, not a couple of months?
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett):  After hearing the | acknowledge that the Treasurer appears to be genuinely

ministerial statement and answers to questions today, arbncerned about this matter. However, more than concern is
after reading the Soapbox in tBeinday Mailmy advice to  needed—we need action to be taken. Some members opposite
people like Michael Kalleske, Serita Stratton and thefind this a laughing matter, but | assure them that this is not
hundreds of other horse owners and horse industry operatagislaughing matter. It is a serious matter to proprietors of
in South Australia is to get their horses in, pull their shoesiding schools that have been established businesses for 30 to
off, do their teeth and turn them out—there is not much hope40 years. | have known Serita Stratton for 18 years. | know
Members interjecting: how hard these people work: they work long hours seven
Dr McFETRIDGE: |said, getthose horses in, pull their days a week. They just do not get up in the morning, get
shoes off, do their teeth and turn them out because there is mipessed and go to work. They get out there and clean the
future for some horse industry members. A shocking thing istables and care for the animals. The animals are not con-

happening. sidered as a means of providing an income, they are part of
Members interjecting: their family and a way of life. If this house does not do
Dr McFETRIDGE: If some of the members on the other something about fixing the problem—and | mean fixing it

side had any idea— fast—what will they do? These people cannot be allowed to

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | remind the member just sit out there.
for Morphett that the chair has the authority to turn people There were no government members there on Saturday
out, as well, and there will be no interjections from themorning: there were two members of the opposition there,
member for Wright or the member for Torrens. The membeand | was proud to be one of them. While there, we talked to
for Morphett. these people and found out first-hand what their problems
Ms Rankine interjecting: were. They are not just the rich kids, they are not the silver
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Wright will  spoons; they are people who have worked their backsides off
be named on the spot if she speaks over the chair. The get these businesses up and going. They had no option
member for Morphett. other than to protest on the steps of Parliament House. It is
Dr McFETRIDGE: If members opposite were to listen a travesty of justice that this government is not doing more
to their constituents and read the newspapers they would sée assist them. We do not want platitudes, delays and
that there is a dire crisis facing the community, not only in theconsiderations—we want more action, and we want that
horse industry but also in the tourism industry. On Fridayaction today, not in a couple of months time. We should not
night | was talking to a chap from Victor Harbor who said just rely on advice from consultants—Ilet us do the right thing.
that his public liability insurance has increased from $13 00Members can call these consultants whatever they like—
to $73 000. How the heck is he going to be able to afforcconsultative committees, specialists, teams of lawyers, staff
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lawyers, but do not criticise those who have done the right Unlike other areas where people might decide not to use
thing by seeking specialist advice. Admit it, do the right thingsuch information because they may be Luddites, these people

by the people of South Australia and do it today. have no choice. They actually write letters on occasions such
as Christmas time or their friends’ birthdays. Well, their local
KIDMAN PARK COMMUNITY CARE GROUP letterbox was removed on the basis that it was decided that

they did not post enough letters. | believe that is disgraceful,

Mr CAICA (Colton): Irise to speak today about a group because they now have to walk. Bearing in mind that many
within my electorate called the Kidman Park Communityof them depend on walking frames to walk and they do not
Care Group. While doorknocking in the lead-up to theown cars, they have to walk a significant distant to post
election, | doorknocked the old part of Kidman Park— letters. In fact, they do not write as often because they cannot

Mr Rau: You doorknocked the whole of Kidman Park. Walk that extra distance. .

Mr CAICA: As the member points out, | doorknocked the  One of my first responsibilities when 1 first became a
whole electorate. In this older section of Kidman Park, whicémber of parliament was to write to the relevant authorities
is predominantly a Housing Trust area, | came across ¥ sk, ‘Why did you take the letterbox away?’ and "Why
woman called Maureen Bragg, who said that if | wasdon't you put it back?” Of course, those people who are
successful—or even if | was unsuccessful—in my pursuit ofurther up the food chain than I, or indeed these women from
election to parliament | should take the opportunity of going<idman Park, do not bother to respond to my correspond-
back after the election to visit the Kidman Park community€"Ce. | expect that from Senator Alston and the relevant
care group. | found it interesting, anyway, because all of u§€ople at the federal level, anyway, with respect to how they
are associated with a number of community-type groups, bijgally care for the people they represent. They could take a
what struck me within this organisation was the word ‘care’ /€af out of the book of this community care group and care

They are a group of people who care for a lot of things and Iittle_ more for the people whom th_ey represent thar_1 they are
not just each other. showing at the moment. | am certainly not going to give up—

Following the election, accompanied by my beautiful wife,anOI nor are they.—and sooner.rather than later they will
I took the opportunity to attend a meeting of the Kidman pariEnsure that they will get ba_lckthelr letterbox. | encourage any
community care group. They are all volunteers and, quiténemberto come along with me to any one of their Monday

frankly, it was like walking into a room full of my mother. | afternoon functions.
know that cloning is an interesting subject, but it was like
walking into a room full of clones of my mother. | say that FAIRVIEW PARK SHOPPING CENTRE

because my mother is a delightful lady as well. These women, 1o Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): | raise an issue of
who are aged between 60 and 80, were meeting on a Mond@yncem in relation to the Fairview Park Shopping Centre,

afternoon and caring for each other—and that is a very googyich is located on Hancock Road just outside my electorate
thing. . of Newland and entirely within the electorate of Elizabeth.

I have one of the programs which they have adopted fofowever, | do share a boundary with the member for
this current year. They do such things as afternoon tea, flowgt|izabeth and the constituents of Banksia Park and Ridge-
arrangements and show and tell. They meet on Mondays, athven in my electorate, all of which share a close proximity
I invite any member in this house to attend with me. Infactto the shopping centre. The owners and tenants of the
the group had this week off for the Queen’s birthday, whichrajrview Shopping Centre have chosen to send a delegation
| found very surprising because | think they would mostly bero me because both the member for Elizabeth and the
royalists. However, be that as it may, the group will not bewinister for Transport have supported a traffic management
meeting on 10 June. | am certainly interested in attendingneasure which seriously impacts on the financial livelihood
along with any other interested member, the ‘sing along withyf the centre and, therefore, the livelihood of the tenants at
us’ function they are holding on 17 June. As | have said, khe centre.
would encourage all members to attend. The beautiful thing prior to the Easter weekend holiday, the Department of
is that they made me and my wife feel welcome. They als@ransport sent officers to erect a no U-turn sign affecting
make each other feel welcome. You would have to com@yorthhound traffic on Hancock Road. The positioning of the
along to see their ages. They get together on a Mondayjgn has meant that all northbound traffic no longer has direct

afternoon and care not only for each other but also th@ccess from that side of the road directly into the shopping
broader community. It is a shame that there are not morggnptre. On 22 April, | sent a letter to the Minister for

groups such as this in the broader community. ~ Transport saying that this is an issue that first arose in 1994
~Ms Rankine: You are singing their praises and not justwhen Transport SA initiated a no U-turn sign on Hancock
singing along. Road adjacent to the Fairview Park Shopping Centre. The

Mr CAICA: Thatis right. | am singing their praises, and matter was resolved at that time after discussions and
they are a magnificent group of people, but they do have aegotiations with Transport SA.
problem. | asked them, ‘What is troubling you women here  The major concern for small business traders is the loss
today?’ There is not too much. Most members would look abf trade from people travelling north on Hancock Road who
them and say that there is not a great deal within their livesvould have to bypass the centre to a point beyond the centre
with respect to what they have. They have struggled all theiand then complete a U-turn to enter the shopping centre. It
lives, and they have struggled together, and they are vemyas shown at the time this matter was first raised that a
happy with what they have. However, someone in theimajority of people who had intended shopping and spending
infinite wisdom decided that the letterbox where they postheir dollars at the centre were put off by the inconvenience
their letters should be removed. It must be remembered thaf no direct access to the shopping centre and would therefore
these are not women at the cutting edge with respect toontinue to another outlet. Access to the centre is enabled by
information technology. two access and exit points. The location of the centre starts
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at the top of a hill and the roadway past the centre is on aontribution. | know that he has a background in the veterin-
downhill slope. There is one access just below the peak of thery sciences and that he was talking about issues relating to
hill and another halfway down the slope. This is where arhorses. My mind spun off, as it occasionally does, and | was
island crossover enables people seeking access to the ceneeninded of that great television progravr, Ed, which got

from the northbound carriageway to make a U-turn into thene through many of my young years and which the member
centre. There is a further exit road from the residential aredpr Morphett might recall. Of courseMr Ed had a great
which is on the northern side of Hancock Road, directlyinjunction to anyone who bothered to listen to him, namely,
opposite the island crossover. never to speak unless he had something to say!

After the whole matter was assessed in 1994, the U-turn Anyway, | want to move on to another matter which | am
was removed once again and normality prevailed. It isure will concern everybody in the chamber, and that is the
somewhat disturbing that Transport SA would appear to havguestion of—
arbitrarily taken a decision that will have a severe impacton Dr McFETRIDGE: |rise on a point of order. | hope the
small business traders without prior discussion or warningnonourable member is not implying that what | had to say
that this actual change would take place. Most disturbing igvas frivolous in any way, shape or form.
that the shop owners and traders were not consulted on this The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
arbitrary decision. The residents of the area who had this Mr RAU: |will read it with interest. | would like to raise
access denied to them were not advised of the change. Theinother matter that occurred to me also, although not quite at
having been able to access this point for some 30 years it ihe same moment, and that is a question that has been brought
now a major point of contention for the residents, and &o my attention by people over time, that is, the proliferation
greater concern to the 50 families who are supported by thef tattoo parlours around Adelaide. It appears that these
businesses that are run through the centre, because of thieces are popping up all over the city and suburbs. It has
substantial loss of income. There has been no advice deen put to me that they are often associated with unsatisfac-
consultation, and it is not acceptable for Transport SA tdory elements; | do not know the truth or otherwise of that.
conduct its business in this manner. However, | do know that a number of people have said to me

To add insult to injury, it would appear that the only that they have serious regrets that at some stage in their lives
notification given by Transport SA was to the South Aust-they visited one of these places and are left with the outcome
ralian police, who have undertaken to locate a police vehicl&rever, unless they find a doctor who is able to remove it, at
and officers, strategically placed, outside the centre. Theggreat expense and probably with an unsatisfactory outcome.
representatives have now, on numerous occasions, followed | suggest to members that we give some thought to
vehicles into the centre, issuing expiation notices for peoplétroducing what amounts to a cooling off period for people
who have inadvertently breached the No U-turn direction. who want to go to a tattoo parlour. | suggest a system

| sent a letter to the minister on 22 April, and at this imewhereby you go to the tattoo shop and go through the
| have not had the courtesy of a reply. The minister didextensive array of fantastic photographs of skulls and other
however, reply to a letter sent by the member for Elizabetfihings that are there. You ascertain which one you want
on 19 April. His one concession was to limit the no U-turn(whether it is a skull with a lightening bolt through it or one
between the hours of 4.30 p.m and 6.30 p.m, which he statedf the other excellent designs) and, having come to a
was the afternoon peak period. The irony of that concessioparticular conclusion about what you want, you then fill in a
is that it is indeed a peak period for the shopping centreform that says, ‘I wish to be disfigured in this fashion with
Commonsense needs to prevail on issues such as this, aridhis particular design.’ You then go away and wait for three
call on the minister to revoke his decision and let commondays (which | think is an appropriate time) and then you come
sense dictate the outcome, as occurred in 1994. back and have the job done. The reason | suggest this, as

Members would have heard that a petition tabled in thignany members would be aware, is that these are often spur
house today was signed by some 885 people. This petitiodf the moment decisions; and, anecdotally, | have had it
was signed over this weekend, and | can assure members, tigported to me that alcohol occasionally has something to do
Minister for Transport and the member for Elizabeth thatwith it.
these concerns are extremely aggravating for all the people It seems to me that unless you are very serious about
in the area, and particularly for these tenants, some 5@rinking, and assuming that most drinking occurs on
families who rely on the businesses in that area and whosEhursday, Friday or Saturday night, a three day cooling- off
livelihood is therefore dependent on consumers being able f@eriod should enable you to sober up and get past the
access their centre. The minister advised in his letter that, Weekend so that in the new week, and in the cold light of day,
further contact with Transport SA was required, a certairyou can make a decision about whether you still want this
officer from the department could be contacted. The peopléxcellent design put onto you. Members of the house might
in the shopping centre found that person was on holidays fdve interested to know that my quick research this afternoon
a month. suggests that, presently, there is probably only one offence

Time expired. that is of any value and this is section 21A of the Summary

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling the member Offences Act, which makes it an—
for Enfield, | remind members of what | said last week—that ~ The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting:
I will allow members to finish a sentence, even if the clock Mr RAU: —it is an excellent act—offence to tattoo a

is showing zero time but that members must not abuse thaflinor, although, of course, you can defend such a charge by
saying that you thought that someone was older. | think that

TATTOO PARLOURS might be something that requires a bit of a review. It is

interesting to contrast that with the Criminal Law Consolida-

Mr RAU (Enfield): Before raising the matter on which tion Act sections 33A and B, which deal with female genital
I rise, | cannot help but reflect on something that occurred tonutilation. That is, of course, a very serious matter; but that
me when | was listening to the member for Morphett'sprescribes a seven-year penalty as a maximum offence,
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whereas tattooing a minor presently incurs only a $1 500 finesand or other heavy vehicle traffic. Murray Street had become
and even then you have the defence of being able to sayery congested.
‘Well, | thought that the person was older because they It was particularly difficult for older pedestrians wanting

arrived in a car’ or, ‘They said they were older.’ to cross the road. In terms of negotiating traffic, quite an
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: effort was involved to get across Murray Street, particularly
Mr RAU: No, it does not, and that is another interestingas there is only one set of pedestrian lights for people to use.

point. Where are these tattoos— The design and actual road has been an outstanding success.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for There is a problem with just this one factor. As | say,
Enfield will address the chair and ignore the Attorney-residents raised this issue with the engineers in the planning
General. stages of the road. | have written a letter to the minister

Mr RAU: | will; I will return to the story. In any event, asking that this problem be investigated. The residents have
| think that there is time for us to have a revisit of this wholehad discussions with Transport SA officers asking the same
subject of tattoos and, for that matter, body piercing. | thinkthing. Currently under consideration is what might be able to
that we need to move it all under one piece of legislation sdve done in terms of the reduction of noise on the road.
that we, first, protect minors; secondly, provide some sort of One other issue, in terms of where one enters the Gomer-

licensing arrangement— sal Road from Sturt Highway until the first crest, is the
Time expired. reduction in speed limit. Currently the limit is 90 km/h, but

it could be worth while for Transport SA engineers to look

GOMERSAL ROAD at reducing that limit to 65 km/h so that it improves the safety

] . for local people.
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): This afternoon | want Time expired.

to raise an issue regarding the Gomersal Road, a project of
the previous government and one which was allocated some INSURANCE, PUBLIC LIABILITY
$7.7 million in the budget. Last Friday, the mayor and the
CEO of the Light District Council and | inspected the volume ~ Mr HANNA (Mitchell): |rise to speak on the subject of
of traffic that is currently using the road. Prior to the election,public liability insurance and the debate about whether there
members may have been aware of the publicity the amoushould be legislative change to limit the payments to injured
of traffic that travelled through Murray Street, Gawler, people and to increase insurance company profits. There has
received not only through the local Labor mayor but alsdbeen talk about a range of legislative reforms, in part based
through theAdvertiser It has been an issue for a long time. on the New South Wales experience, and | will speak more
Certainly, Gomersal Road has vastly removed a great deal @bout that in a moment. We, as a compassionate Labor
traffic from Gawler. government, would have no cause to attack, of all groups in
In fact, the current figures are some 2 500 movements othe community, those who were injured in public events. By
that road per week as against what was estimated to be ababht | mean the range of sporting activities, organised beach
1 500, and the estimate is that the figure will rise even furthegvents, riding schools, etc., to which there is public access.
once people get to know that they can save about 10 to 15 On these occasions people may be injured; they make
minutes of travel time from Tanunda to Adelaide by usingcompensation claims and they may well deserve compensa-
Gomersal Road instead of going via the Barossa Valley wayion for their injuries. When we talk about tort reforms, |
One issue it has raised, though, is the fact that, in the final topannot help but think of what the Treasurer (Hon. Kevin
dressing of the road, 14 millimetre stone was used rather thafoley) said in this place on 29 May in answer to a question.
seven millimetre stone. The impact of this is that there is &e said:
significant noise problem for those residents who are living  fthere is] debate among financial writers for fisancial
adjacent to the road. Reviewwho are questioning whether tort law reform will indeed
This issue was raised by local residents with Transport SAleliver the reduction in premiums that some are hoping for, because
while the road was in the planning stage, and also while th@e do not know how the insurance companies will react.
road was being built. However, Transport SA indicated to th&hat makes a lot of sense, because if you restrict what
residents that there would be ‘no more noise than the normatsurance companies have to pay out to injured people, but
gravel road they had previously’. Well, what they do have isyou have no control put in place over their premiums, the
noise that is around three to four times the level of acceptablebvious thing to do is to maintain or increase premiums and
EPA standards for road traffic noise. | am pleased to say thahake even more profit at the expense of injured people—
the Minister for Transport (Hon. Michael Wright) is investi- those people about whom we, as a Labor government, care
gating this matter. We are undertaking a review to look at thenore than the insurance companies. That is the way | see it.
level of noise and what sort of surface might be able to béwant to address two common misconceptions in respect of
laid on top of this stone, either just in front of residents’ insurance payout, especially in respect of the stories that have
homes or, in fact, for the length of the road. been fed to the press by the insurance companies and their
| visited the site and stood talking with residents forpublicists. One is in respect of payouts. Regularly, in the
probably a half to three quarters of an hour and, certainlyAdvertiser we read about a payout for $50 000, $100 000 or
there is a significant issue. | am pleased to see that tH8200 000 for an injured person. If we read the fine print, we
minister is acting on the issue. | am also pleased to see tlsee that invariably most of that goes to the payment of
tremendous reduction in traffic Gomersal Road has had omedical costs; in other words, a direct payment to medical
Murray Street. If one stood on Murray Street, Gawler, priorproviders, hospitals, doctors and the like for treatment of the
to the opening of this road, one would not have stood therijuries that that person has sustained. So, it is not money in
for any more than about, | would say, one or two minutes athe pocket: it is not money with which to take a trip to Paris.
the absolute outside before semi trailers with containers from Secondly, people talk about a pot of gold in respect of
Orlando travelled down the road, as well as vehicles cartingnsurance company payouts, and the member for Enfield laid



458 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 3 June 2002

the ground for this with his contribution in this place a few  That goes to another matter which is not currently being
weeks ago on the same issue. The fact is that these payowtstertained by the house but which warrants any member’s,
are for the result of injuries from negligent actions ofand perhaps every members’, serious contemplation. | will
someone. You do not go along to the beach, the fairgrounsiay at this juncture that ministers might avoid awkward
or the riding school, fall over and get an entitlement to apredicaments if, when ministers are answering those ques-
payout. That is not how it works: they are based only on theions, they stick to what they are doing and are proposing to
negligence of other people. If people are not negligent, therdo rather than what former ministers may or may not have
is no payout. It is bad luck. It is an accident. In that casedone or proposed to do.
there is no insurance payout at all. Therefore, | will leave final determination of the matter
So, we have to bear in mind that these payouts come aboutitil | have received in the chamber those documents from
only because of the wrongful acts of people, and the peoplehich the member for Waite was quoting, and | will get back
who are now complaining that they cannot afford insurancéo the house later this day if opportunity for me to consider
premiums need to bear in mind that risk management here teem enables me to come to an opinion in time before the
critical. If they are careful, there will not be successfulhouse adjourns.
damages claims which, in turn, lead to the insurance com-

panies wanting to increase their premiums. AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY

I will briefly say something about insurance company CHEMICALS (SOUTH
profits. A short time ago there was an excellent article inthe  AUSTRALIA)(ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS)
Financial Reviewby Chris Merritt and Ashley Crossland AMENDMENT BILL

which referred to a report by the actuarial firm Cumpston .
Sargeant. On behalf of the Plaintiff Lawyers Association, >€cond reading.

they studied the profits that insurance companies were . .
making from public liability premiums. | am not a member The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | move:

of the Plaintiff Lawyers Association but | declare my interest ~ That this bill be now read a second time.
as a legal practitioner. The report stated that profits over thieseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
last 20 years had averaged 18 per cent of premium incomé Hansardwithout my reading it.

So, when these riding schools and sporting clubs in our Leave granted

electorates pay their premiums, the insurance companies are This Bill is part of a legislative response to the decision of the
pocketing 18 per cent of that as profit. The small businessesigh Court inThe Queen v Hugh¢2000) 171 ALR 155 and other
in my electorate would love to make 18 per cent profit a yea,r'elated matters, which includes tBe-operative Schemes (Adminis-

: . frative Actions) Act 200and the Commonwealtigricultural and
yet the New South Wales tort reforms, according to thi ‘eterinary Chemicals Legislation Amendment Act 2001

actuarial report as reported in thénancial Review will The legislative response will—

double those profits to about 35 per cent. We are giving the (a) validate things done or omitted to be done by certain
insurance companies a ticket to double their profits in the Commonwealth authorities or officers in pursuance of the
public liability area if we act in the same way as New South National Registration Scheme (NRS) for agricultural and

- L veterinary chemicals that are potentially invalid following the
Wales did. We need to be very careful about our priorities. decisionr}(l)f the High Court iH?Jghes ar?/d 9

In my submission, our priorities should be those people who () validate things done or omitted to be done by certain
have the misfortune to be injured through the wrongful act of Commonwealth authorities or officers that are potentially
others at public events. invalid due to certain gaps in the NRS legislative scheme that
have arisen independently of the decisiotighes and
(c) ensure that things done or omitted in the future by Common-
wealth authorities or officers in pursuance of the NRS have
a constitutionally sound basis.
The decision of the High Court iHugheshas cast doubt on the
abi(ljity off Comfmonwealth a:juthoritiesland officelrs to exercise plowers
and perform functions under State laws in relation to several inter-
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE govedrnrqnentag legislative schemeanghesthell-Ligh (ﬁourt indi-fr
. . cated that, where a State gave a Commonwealth authority or officer
The SPEAKER: Order! In response to the inquiry made a power to undertake a function under State law together with a duty
by the member for Waite at the commencement of proceede exercise the function, there must be a clear nexus between the

ings today, | have to inform the house that my remarks abougxercise of the function and one or more of the legislative heads of

; P ; ; ; : power of the Commonwealth Parliament set out in the Common-
that in this instance and in any subsequent instance in whi ealth ConstitutionHughesalso highlighted the need for the Com-

I need to report to the house are not about the merit of thg,onwealth Parliament to authorise the conferral of duties, powers
policy, either way, which was the subject of contention in theof functions by a State on Commonwealth authorities or officers.
question that was asked but, rather, merely whether the The decision irHughesaffects the NRS by casting doubts on the

ini i lidity of the exercise of powers in relation to the NRS by the
minister may have misled the house and whether therﬁé\tional Registration Authority for Agricultural and Veterinary

appears to be prima facie reason to entertain a motiofnemicals, the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions, the
accordingly. Commonwealth Administrative Appeals Tribunal and Common-

The material put to the chamber by the member for Waitavealth inspectors and analysts. _ _
contains quotes from cabinet documents. | have not seen The proposed Act (which amends thgricultural and Veterin-

: y Chemicals (South Australia) Act 199%hakes changes to the
those documents, nor has the house had the opportunity ﬁﬁqs to place it on a more secure constitutional footing and closes

seeing them and, before | am able to deliberate on whethegrtain gaps in the conferral of duties, functions and powers on
or not the assertions made by the member for Waite are validommonwealth authorities and officers relating to the Common-
in any particular, | will need to see them and, accordingly, |wealth Administrative Appeals Tribunal and inspectors and analysts

:atinrappointed under Commonwealth law.
order that they be brought to me for careful examinatiorf* The proposed Act complements tigo-operative Schemes

forthwith—and that is the entire file in the possession of thg agministrative Actions) Act 200That Bill validates past actions
member for Waite. of Commonwealth authorities and officers that were not linked to a
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head of power under the Commonwealth Constitution, and ensurgarobably be eligible for the federal government’'s new baby
that no duty, function or power is conferred on a Commonwealtihonus, so I hope that that will be cheerful and something to
authority or officer that is beyond the legislative power of the Statewhich she will respond positively.

The proposed Act is supported by tAgricultural and Veterin- - : . . -
ary Chemicals Legislation Amendment Act 2@®the Common- The hill before the house, stunningly brief as it is,
wealth. That Bill proposes to clarify the powers, functions and dutieroposes to bring about a reform—in particular by way of one
of Commonwealth authorities and officers within the NRS, and alsesentence—to increase the compulsory attendance and
addresses the gaps in the NRS legislative scheme arising indepenghrolment of children at school until the day they attain their

ﬁﬂ;g’dSzég?nfffﬁi%neég?g%?]eg ;\Qﬁl Zcooorzmonwealth Bill was 16th birthday. The importance of this bill, and that clause, in

Explanation of clauses particular is added to by further amendments to still restrict
Clause 1: Short title but nevertheless allow, at the discretion of the minister,
Clause 2: Commencement exemptions for a child to not attend school either with
Theég Slsiu?s’?z r?]fnlgrfnrgﬁlt-ofs 3 Definitions conditions or unconditionally. | will refer to that in due
This clause inserts definitions of "confer” and "function” into the °Ur>®: but | come back to the principal amendment.

principal Act. . The introduction of anything compulsory, on the face of
Clause 4: Substitution of Part 5 it, needs to be for good reason. Indeed, there is good reason
This clause repeals and remakes Part 5 of the principal Act, whicto require a child aged 15 years to remain enrolled at and to
contains provisions that apply certain Commonwealth administrativttend school in a formal education sense. The reason is not,
laws as laws of the State. The effect is to re-apply those laws and tgsuggest, that which has been proposed and illustrated in

re-confer functions and powers on Commonwealth authorities an h h Jr .
officers. P speeches in this house by the minister, the Premier and,

There is doubt about the efficacy of the previous purportedndeed, other speakers in previous debates on the substance
conferral of functions and powers by Part 5, since the Commonef this matter but, nevertheless, those matters have been
wealth has not expressly authorised the conferral of those powers apgised and | briefly address them because | am aware that

functions by the States and the Northern Territory. th il be add di detail b th
The substitution of Part 5 complements provisions in the ey will be addressed in some detail by numerous other

Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Legislation Amendment Acspeakers on this bill. )
20010of the Commonwealth that proposes to authorise the conferral  The allegation that it is necessary to increase the compul-

of those functions and powers on Commonwealth authorities andory age to 16 years to ensure that we redress decreasing

officers. . . h -
Clause 5: Insertion of ss. 28A and 288 retention rates at schools and, in particular, the decreasing

This clause inserts new sections 28A and 28B into the principal Acflumber of children who complete their education | suggest
Proposed section 28A confers functions and powers on Commors quite a nonsense. The facts and figures are quite clear and
wealth inspectors and analysts and thereby closes a gap in the NR$ave been repeated during a number of debates. There is no
The principal Act as it stands does not purport to confer funCt'Onﬁquestion that during the period that the former government

and powers on Commonwealth inspectors and analysts. - . . :

Proposed section 28B will validate things done or omitted to wad charge of education in thls_ state, in partlcular from 1993
done by inspectors and analysts before the commencement ¥ftil 2002, there was substantial and serious encouragement
proposed section 28A. of children’s attendance and continued attendance at school

Clause 6: Insertion of s. 33A . ) on a voluntary basis and, indeed, as of last year the statistics
This clause inserts a transitional provision to provide that the reshow that some 93 per cent of 16 year olds were at school, in
made Part 5 applies to matters arising and things done or omitted I t or in traini
be done before, on and after the repeal and re-making of Part 5. SMPloymentor in training. . _

Certainly, of the minority percentage remaining, whilst

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH  secured the adjournment of the there is a portion who may not be able to continue to attend

debate. school or, indeed, employment, for reasons beyond their
control—maybe because of health or other considerations—
EDUCATION (COMPULSORY EDUCATION AGE) there is a small portion who, if possible, one would like to
AMENDMENT BILL encourage and, for the purpose of this bill, to compel to
attend school. On my calculations, approximately
Adjourned debate on second reading. 900 children will be affected by this clause who otherwise
(Continued from 13 May. Page 139.) would leave school at age 15 years but who will have

imposed on them an obligation to remain at school.

Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): | support the bill. Before The major thrust for opposition support of this bill is the
specifically addressing the matter, may | acknowledge mycknowledgment that in this day and age children who have
appreciation to the Hon. lain Evans for interrupting, in thea higher education achievement are likely to obtain employ-
course of this debate, the Nuclear Waste Bill which, ofment—and good employment—and that the expectation of
course— employers today is clearly much greater—that is, that the

The SPEAKER: Order! The question before the chair is level of education is higher—and that is absolutely critical if
Order of the Day No. 2, Education (Compulsory Educationwve are to ensure that those extra 900 children, or at least a
Age) Amendment Bill. It is not orderly for the member to good proportion of them, maximise the opportunity for future
refer to any other matter on tidotice Paper study and/or employment that they are otherwise likely to be

Ms CHAPMAN: | appreciate your guidance, sir. | think denied. That is why an increase in the school leaving age to
| have expressed my compliments for interrupting his debatel6 years has been and remains a policy of the opposition
May | also say that the advancement of the debate on thsince the year 2000—I repeat that: since the year 2000—
matter being brought about to accommodate the proposettwithstanding comments that have been made during
future leave of the minister is something that | willingly do, previous addresses in this debate, and that is why we are
and | am sure that my colleagues do, as all of us in this houggrepared to support this bill.
will be looking forward to the happy occasion that she will ~ The former government, under the Hon. Malcolm Buckby
have in the near future. We are happy to accommodate thas minister for education, undertook a major review of the
and wish her well. In fact, | note that the minister will Education Act and, after careful consideration by the
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committee chaired by the Hon. Caroline Schaefer, a compreelation to the provision to achieve those outcomes. Firstly,
hensive new education bill was advancing, and that includethe minister said:

a provision to increase to 16 years the school leaving age. ... schools must and will develop specific mechanisms to meet
That provision was clearly in the bill and, as | have indicatedthe needs of those young people who do not find that schooling suits
was advancing_ Of course, that progress was aborted by tlﬂ@lr present needs or is relevant to their lives. There will be

f ; : hanced counselling and one-on-one support to help those students
subsequent election earlier this year and the consequent a clear path and, if they falter, to be there to help reset them on

change of government. However, in her remarks in the housgeir course. In addition, there will be targeted programs based
on 9 May 2002, the minister stated: around schools where there are particularly high numbers of students

Unlike a government that talked much about doing something iﬁNho leave early.
this area and unlike a government that said it was going to raise thEhat is what is proposed by the minister. Earlier that day, the
school leaving age for all of its last term of government, thispremier added to the contribution in his commitment to
?hog’ﬁ;gm)%rggf’tl?rﬁ’i{yag)oiﬂt%’écﬁcsgtshitsh'cshgg‘g’g”mem today moves gl ;cation and the means by which the advancement of the 15
o o to 16 year old age group will be met, when he said:
Thisis a St?‘tement ”.‘ade by a minister who not only sat 0N \we know that schools cannot accommodate students who are at
that education committee but also made that statement to thigk of dropping out without adjusting their curricular and structures.
house in the full knowledge that the comprehensive refornTo deal with this, we plan to include more career planning and more
was on s way, under way and, indeed, incorporated in thE3CRA0TE PRICHC 0 T et teachers need to mpiement this
S”bSta”‘?e of this bill today. (F:)hange in policy. Igncre%ged pastoral care programs arﬁ)d mentoring
The difference between the government's proposal and thgill help vulnerable students in developing individual plans for their
former government’s proposal is that the former governmergducation and training needs.
well understood the importance of ensuring that if youso there we have it. We have the announcement by the
impose an obligation on students, on parents, on teachers, Pemier that we are going to have more career planning, more
school councils and on educators generally, then you have\@cational options and increased pastoral care programs and
reciprocal and clear responsibility to provide them with thementoring. Supplemented by the minister, we will also have
means to carry out that obligation. Much will be said in theenhanced counselling and one-to-one support, and some other
course of the debate about the current situation and, indeeghdefined but targeted programs based around schools, where
the many students who have, to date, voluntarily, as | havgarticularly high numbers of students leave early.
said, continued to stay at school post the age of 15 years and The current minister has had since 5 March 2002—indeed,
enjoyed the privileges and benefits of further education in thie could have done this on 9 May 2002—so he has had plenty
years since 1993; and, in particular, about the significangf opportunity to identify to this house and to the people of
programs to facilitate young men and women enjoying thésouth Australia what these programs are all about and how
benefits of traineeships and the opportunities to complemefiey are going to accommodate and target the objectives of
their educational and vocational advancement. the 900 or so students who will be held in school as of
More will be said, and | will not mention all of those January 2003. However, the minister—and, | suggest, the
things for the benefit of other speakers, but this bill will meanPremier—have failed to detail these programs, who will
that: first, many children will be forced to stay at school whernprovide them and how they will be resourced, yet we know
they do not want to be there; secondly, their parents will behat during the election period in January this year the current
legally bound to continue to enrol them and to ensure thagovernment was apparently in a position to identify in its
they do not truant; thirdly, their teachers will be legally promises that it would need an extra 43 teachers to undertake
bound, as is clearly set outin the principal act, to continue t@and service this provision where children are kept at school
supervise and educate them, ensuring that they have thtil age 16 years, and that they would need that for this
advancement as is set out in the objectives of the act; angurpose. Yet we hear that general programs are to be
fourthly, school councils will be legally bound to accommo-extended when already there are substantial training and
date them in their schools with only the threat from thevocational opportunities in the system. Apparently there will
minister of the following, and | read again from the speectbe more, there will be mentoring and there will even be one-
by the minister on 9 May when she stated on the question ab-one counselling. All these things sound fantastic. | am sure
exemptions: that, if students have an opportunity to access them, they will
However, exemptions will not be a rubber stamp, and it will notbe good. However, we are entitled to know what they are,
be acceptable for schools to allow students at risk of leaving earljiow they will be delivered, who will deliver them and what
e e S LRl U et esourcesthy are gong fo ave
Wi . . .
expulsions to a\?oid supporting these stﬂ&/ents in the fu?ure. The_ government is asking us to press ahead.W'th the
. . ) ) obligation on those students, parents, school councils and the
So, that is the exemption, that is the task, that is whagxisting teaching staff and educators without any real hint or
everyone has to face, with little opportunity to avoid thedetail as to what will be provided and how, indeed, this new
obligation which is about to be imposed. Therefore, for theyrovision of services—this new one-to-one counselling, for
program to be successful—and this is important for thesxample, or mentoring—is going to achieve a considerable
students in particular, because they are the ones on whom Wgraround of the attitude of these students and make them
are imposing the obligation to remain at school—firstly, itiSwant to be in a school and not otherwise. | raise this point
critical for 15 year olds to have a reason to stay that they wilhecause | noted that in the significant debates last year
embrace. Even if this measure is imposed upon them, thaye Hon. Bob Such, himself highly regarded in the field of

must accommodate and embrace it, and they must fegljucation, in supporting the then private member’s bill for the
motivated to ensure their own advancement. Secondlgxtension of the school leaving age to 16 years, said:

schools must have the resources to provide them with that course, seeking to make young people attend school on a

productive outcome. | will quote what the minister—and, compulsory basis will be flawed if the curriculum and the strategies
indeed, the Premier in his address to this house—has saidiimthe school arena are not adjusted accordingly. New Zealand has
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gone down the path of raising the school age and, whilst it hadanuary 2003. We can only hope that this will be followed up;
worked in general terms, it has created some problems, because Yht the Minister's genera| statement to date will be devel-

{‘hég’r:y%';gve:;%eV‘\’}L;%h?g'égg?esggﬁfw‘ﬁ: "C‘J’P‘églfrsne‘)’t i‘g’ifg h‘;\? ped with the detail that we expect will be provided; that

programs that are relevant and of interest to them which they caf'€S€ programs will be effective; and that they will be
find satisfying and which will help them to not only obtain employ- sufficiently resourced to ensure that they achieve the

ment but also provide meaning in the context of their current age.objective that | think almost universally members of this

We need to be careful and not assume that simply compellingouse will support, that is, the advancement of children to be
people to be at school longer will necessarily involve the2s qualified in their formal education as highly as possible,
issue of education and training. How wise those words aré’,‘ﬂd accordlng to their capacity and expectations. Sp, in
and how disappointing it is to note that we do not have yepr|nC|pIe, that has my support and indeed | expect that it will
outlined the detail of those extra relevant programs that aré@ve the support of a number of others.
going to change the attitude, as | have said, of current 15 year May | say, Mr Acting Speaker, that | am concerned to note
olds who now leave school. the exemptions provisions. Clauses 4, 5 and 6 of the bill
I highlight this because, already in the short time that [PfOPOSE to repeal section 77 of the principal act (which deals

have been the shadow minister for education—and | have th&fith the ql_Je_stion of exempti_ons generally);_ and to amend the
privilege along with being the shadow minister for children’saﬁ. bﬁ’ striking t?Ut su_tl)lst:ectlon (2) of Ifect_[[on 7% of th? act
services and the office of the status of women—I have notel ICI ,as ;nem elrs wi h_?da(\;varle, n:r? ?18 itan ct) er?c;a‘ r?r an
that the minister has raised the issues of truancy and vanddJMPIoyer o employ a child during the hours at which he IS
ism—and, indeed, these issues have had some currend _quwed to attend SChOO." or during any part ofaday_ornlght
Indeed iﬁ the sh’ort time that | have been the shado!any labour or occupation that would render the child unfit
ministe,r, substantial costs have been incurred in schoorg’ attend school as required by this part, or to obtain proper

being burned or portions of their classrooms burned to i gnefit from the instruction provided for him. | spmetimes
excess of $1 million. | hope that is no reflection on my neWW'S.h I had known about that section when my children were
oing some work after school and working late, as one

appointment, and, clearly, nor do | suggest it is somethin . .
that the minister has direct control over, but it has bee onders whether that might mean that their employer could

highlighted by the concerns that have been raised. Clear prosecuted for failing to allow them to be able to do their
those schools have been the subject of arson and, regretta mework.

suffered periods of at least low level and some medium level Ne_vet;theless,tr:he purp()jose toé that stecfport] WQ'Cht.W'" .
vandalism over sustained periods of time, and this is concericmain, because the amendment does not affect subsection (1)
ing. of section 78 of the act, is that it makes it an offence for an

employer—indeed any person whether they are a parent or

i Onlyfln tthf? Ia:(tj er(l; cr)]i S(ijlil thehmlr;lstsrigas r;;used éh%therwise of the child—to employ a child of compulsory
ssue ot stall and students in SCools being eXposed 0.y, age. That will capture a good number more children
violence, either by students toward their fellow students an ho are in that category, who will now be required to stay at
towards staff or by persons external to the school, 'ndUd'n%chool, and who may pérticipate in some after-school, part-

Sv?[ﬁems.ﬁoncr:terrr: hasfbeenrriilse(: ?botlijt;hfatrtt)eha%nc;ur, ?I%Ne employment or on weekends, to assist in their own
€ Importance of Securing protection for teachers, sta upport or otherwise for some vocational advancement—

and fellow students in that school environment. These arﬁsually for pocket money, in my experience. Nevertheless

issues of concern that have been raised, and, as has be[{ag . o ; : .
>0 . . is a practice which is quite considerable and | do not think

h|g_h||ght¢d by the Hon. Bob Suph, keeping chlldren Con_atnyone in this house would propose to speak against its

scripted into a school classroom is, at the very least, likely t?:ontinuing

add weight to and increase the burden of difficulties in these What is‘ proposed under the bill before the house for

areas. Before we proceed with the imposition, which is 10, ,Giqeration is that subsection (2) of that exemption will be

have effect as of the academic year 2003, it is absolutelci

critical that we know what brodrams are qoind to occur an emoved, which otherwise enables the minister to provide an
prog going xemption, and, in addition to that, as | have said, to remove

that they ,W'” be properly resourced. L section 77. New section 81A, which is to make provision for
In having the opportunity to debate this bill, we advanceexemptions by the minister, is quite brief and | suppose it is
the principle and, as | have indicated, we support that. Whafj| ynder one area, but it makes provision to ensure that there
we are missing, though, is the substance of how that will bg; sl a prosecution of a person who allows a child not to
applied. We are told that we will receive a budget foraend school and to employ them in those circumstances, and
consideration on 11 July 2002, and we are yet to see Whate minister may now by written notice, if the minister
provision W|II_ be made for this S|gn|_f|cant extra resource thaionsiders it appropriate to do so, grant an exemption from the
will be required and what capacity and program will berequirement of this part in relation to a child conditionally or
undertaken to ensure that they are in place and ready {ghconditionally. Subsections (2) and (3) really just make
accommodate the position for children in the year 2003. ,qvision for the contravention power and for that to be
Last year, when this matter was considered at some lengtfaried or revoked. They are consequential to the principal
I had read other debates in which there had been some rathgigsition of the minister, and that is to enable the minister to
passionate speeches—indeed, even by the learned Speakgant the exemption.
who felt that this issue should be advanced very quickly. He  One of the aspects that | raise of some concern, and | hope
said that he fully supported the bill that the previous ministethe minister might address this perhaps later in the debate and
was putting forward and, indeed, that it should be hastilyprovide some clarity and explanation, is that there is no
done to ensure that it could be implemented in the 2002 yeagentification as to the circumstances under which exemp-
Well, we are now in June 2002 and we are looking to aions would be granted, and that may be the very purpose. We
situation where this bill is to have effect on children who will are yet to hear that. The presentation by the minister to date
be required to stay at school and be ready for action imloes not explain why that is the case. Historically under the
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previous act and the regulations, to the best of my assessmagportunities that many of us in this house enjoy, and | want
(and I may be wrong in this), there is no definition to identify to see everyone have those opportunities.
when these exemptions may apply. So there is absolutely no If we look at some European countries, Scandinavia in
guidance to parents, teachers, students or educators generalrticular, we find that young people are not allowed to be
as to the circumstances under which they may make aidle outside of a school, training or work environment. Young
application for exemption. people are not allowed to hang around and be idle, as is the
Whilst that keeps the spectrum open and flexible, whickcase currently in South Australia. | do not regard it as a
is always the argument when there are no defined terms, ndraconian measure. | think it is in the interests of young
concern is that the very area where one might consider fteople that they are not allowed to be idle; that they are in
appropriate for there to be an exemption from that veryeducation, in accredited training, in work or in a combination
section in the act that imposes a liability on a person whof all three. This bill, which | support, as the member for
employs a child under that section—namely, that the chilBragg has pointed out, does not contain much of the detail
has secured or has the opportunity to secure good, fruitfulyhich will prove whether or not it is a worthwhile innovation.
positive and advancing employment—has been removed. So, | look forward to examining the detail in the future. That
| can imagine circumstances where, through ill health owill be absolutely critical in determining whether, as a
for other reasons, a child might seek an exemption, antheasure, it will work.
probably one that few parents have the opportunity of Currently, with a compulsory school attendance age up to
sharing, but a few parents do, is because their child hak5, we still have a lot of problems with truancy and, in my
significantly achieved in the advancement of their secondaryiew, an ineffective use of school learning time. It is one
education so that by the time they are 15 they are actuallthing to specify the age until a person must remain at school
finished school. None of my children was ever that clever, buand the length of the school day but it is even more important
there would be obvious circumstances where exemptionghat happens whilst students are at school. It is time we took
would be granted. However, the very circumstance where wa close look to ensure that what we are providing is relevant,
would be wanting to encourage children to attain secure anappropriate and serves the needs not only of young people but
productive employment, if they had an opportunity, ought toof the wider community. There is no reason why we cannot
be defined as an opportunity for exemption, not just generalliink school, work and training. In fact, it happens now to
but so that the person who employs a child in that situatiosome extent in some schools but there is an opportunity to do
and who attracts a fine may have an exemption granted ®ven more in that regard.
them. It was the member for Hammond in a previous session of
With that cautionary comment on clauses 4, 5 and 6 of thparliament who raised the suggestion that there be no
bill relating to the question of exemptions, | indicate that Icompulsory school age, and | guess that his view was based
propose to support the bill and, in doing so, with or withouton the notion not only of freedom of choice but the fact that
amendment in due course, | will wish it success in itssome people could be educating themselves, in a sense, by
implementation in a positive way for the outcome of 15 yeabeing in the workplace. We need to acknowledge that
olds in this state. education and training are indeed lifelong. One would be
kidding oneself if one thought that staying at school until the
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):I support the bill. |have age of 15, 16 or 17 was the end of education and learning.
been a consistent supporter of increasing the school leavirthat would be a nonsense. We need to accept that learning,
age, although I have also been consistent in pointing out thé whatever form, takes place throughout the remainder of
just raising the age in itself does not address the key issuesne’s life.So, we have to get across to the community this
and some of those have been mentioned by the previoludea of continuous learning and the continuous need for
speaker, the member for Bragg; for example, having amraining.
appropriate offering in regard to curricula and having | guess a lot of people in the community still have a hostile
adequate resourcing, because this measure will requiraemory of their school experience. | believe that comes out
significant additional resources. whenever teachers are linked to a pay rise or whenever
South Australia lags behind many parts of the world inteachers’ hours are mentioned. | believe that residual hostility
regard to the school leaving age, way behind most of then the community still exists towards teachers and education
states of the United States, way behind Europe, and it is timgenerally, and that is unfortunate because without the
that we did increase the school leaving age, although in itseipportunity of a good education one is denied not only the
it will not, as | said earlier, address all the current short-enjoyment but also the possibility of maximum achievement
comings in regard to education. | have been concerned forand the realisation of potential in one’s life.
long time, as the current minister and the previous minister This bill not only will provide a statutory requirement but
have been aware, about the many young people who hardso, signals to the community that if this bill passes—and |
around shopping centres and who have been asked to leabelieve that it has a good chance of passing—the government,
school, which is the polite euphemism. They number manyhe opposition and other members of parliament believe that
hundreds, and | would imagine that this relates not only to thé is important to extend the time of formal education. So, not
city but to country areas as well. They have left school earlynly is it about passing a law but also it indicates quite
and, basically, they are going nowhere. | am not prepared tstrongly that we as legislators believe that, in this day and
continue to sit back and allow these young people to be idleage, it is important to spend a longer period of time in a
Indeed, | am very passionate about this because | leformal school environment.
school at 14. | think the school was happy to see me go as lItis fair to say that many schools, in one way or another,
well, but I then had to claw my way back through adulthave rid themselves of many students—as | have hinted at
education, night school, riding the old Matchless motorbikepreviously—if they did not show any academic prowess or
which | wish I had kept because it would be worth quite a bitdid not bring glory to the school. | do not believe that that is
now. | am passionate because education provides thecceptable inthis day and age. | note that the bill makes clear
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that there will be no rubber stamp exemptions; otherwise it Given the right support in schools, and the education
would be farcical if the school leaving age was raised and yetector in general, we will have a better educated work force
the various schools could exempt students and, in that wagnd, in theory, raising the school leaving age will give us a
bypass their obligation to provide for the education of thosereater potential of realising that aim. So, the opposition
young people. supports the measure, which is in keeping with what has
As | have said, | am strongly committed to this measurehappened in other countries. For example, there are over 50
but | want to see the detail. We do not want to see a situatiorstates in the United States with a school leaving age of 16 or
as has happened in New Zealand, where resistant learners 8i€r, and it has been in force in Britain, Canada, Finland,
kept at school and cause trouble to others. | believe that, witfiPain, Sweden, Germany and, we note, in Tasmania for the
goodwill and proper management of this issue, and with@St Seven years. The opposition agrees with this.
adequate resourcing, the proper implementation of a relevant @St year, the former government was working towards
curriculum will go a long way to giving young people in ensuring that it implemented an increase in the school leaving

South Australia a greater start in life—one that they cannof 3¢ but it wanted to ensure that the .r|ght programs were in
afford to miss out on in an increasingly competitive world place so that the transition was beneficial to students and did

and that increasingly requires, as a minimum, a compone ot impose an unfair burden on teach_ers, schools and school
» ' 'Youncils. In other words, when there is a change you have to

made up of compulsory education. make sure that it is properly resourced. That was the former

This measure needs to be added to in relation to pogfovernment's concern prior to the recent election, and that is
secondary education—not only the informal variety but alsastill our concern now. It is clearly outlined in the govern-
through the use of TAFE, university and private providersment’s comments—the then opposition—that they saw that
We need to get across very strongly to all Australiansraising the school leaving age as a panacea to deal with the
particularly South Australians, that if they want to becomelow year 12 retention rate.
and remain key players in this part of the world we must have At various functions, we all heard members of the then
a highly educated community. As it is sometimes said byopposition talk about the sad state of affairs in relation to
people smarter than |, we need to ensure that we exercise teehool retention rates. It was a continuous theme of the then
muscle between our ears or we will become, in regard to thigPposition. Indeed, on Thursday 9 May the Minister for
part of the world at least, the poor relations. Education said:

It is vital that we put more effort into education. Countries  That is of course, South Australia’'s agenda, as my colleagues

: :nainted out. Fewer of our young people today are completing year 12
such as Ireland and Spain, that have done so are now reapi ﬂSouth Australian scgoolsgt?wanpwas t%/e case ﬁ1 thg y19905,

the benefit and are getting a lead on us in many areas. Waticularly in the early 1990s. After eight years of a Liberal
cannot afford to allow that to happen. Apart from thegovernment more concerned with manipulating the statistics and
economic spin-off, everyone is entitled to develop their fullfigures than actually addressing the problem, we have seen our
potential in regard not only to what | would call training but Yar 12 retention rates plummet in recent times.
also in the broader sense of education, having a small ‘[There is no question that the longer—and more fruitfully—
liberal education. | believe that it is an essential componerntou stay at school, with proper education programs, the
of making up a civilised person. | commend the bill to thegreater chance you have of employment and a fulfilling life.
house and look forward to hearing from the minister the findNo-one questions those statistics. It is the use of statistics that
detail, which will accompany this bill and which will, | hope, is of concern. Itis important for the government to note that,
ensure that it does deliver for all young South Australians. unless it resources the change and addresses the concerns that
schools and teachers have, just increasing the school leaving
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): As clearly outlined by the age will not solve the problem, nor indeed increase the reten-
member for Bragg, the opposition supports this measure, aion rate in year 12. At this point | seek leave to have inserted
we did in government. In doing so, it is important to note thein Hansarda table headed ‘Apparent retention rates’, relating
concerns, as outlined by the member for Bragg, that we oto secondary school students to year 12 from 1988 to 1993.
this side have. There is no question that there is wide The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the table purely statistical?
community support for raising the compulsory school leaving Mr SCALZI: Yes.
age and that employers want a better educated work force. Leave granted.

Table 16. Apparent Retention Rates (a) of Secondary School Students
to Year 12, 1988 to 1993

States and Territories Australia
Year NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Males Females Persons
1988 51.3 56.9 66.9 66.6 59.2 37.6 45.0 814 53.4 61.8 57.6
1989 54.4 60.5 69.7 66.7 61.8 39.7 42.7 85.6 55.5 65.2 60.3
1990 56.8 65.4 74.0 72.1 64.2 44.7 a7.7 86.9 58.3 69.9 64.0
1991 61.4 75.7 79.6 83.5 71.1 52.6 57.5 95.6 66.1 76.7 71.3
1992 68.5 81.1 85.0 92.7 72.8 60.2 56.7 97.2 72.5 82.0 77.1
1993—Government 66.5 75.6 79.2 80.5 72.9 58.9 50.7 112.6 67.5 78.7 73.1
—Non-govt 80.0 85.3 91.4 102.1 82.2 65.9 36.8 67.0 81.0 87.4 84.2
—Total 70.6 79.1 82.9 86.3 75.6 60.6 47.5 94.2 71.9 81.4 76.6

(a) See the glossary for details of the calculation of apparent retention rates.
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Mr SCALZI: | have chosen this table because 1993 isthe That was a sad policy, which forced many students to be
year that the government has cited as being a year involvingt school without being fulfilled. As a teacher, | saw first-
a high retention rate compared to later years. The tablgand students who were at school because they had to be at
provides an interestin_g statistic: in 199_3 the retention rate fo§chool but who were not enjoying it because they did not
government schools in South Australia was 80.5 and 102.gave a clear career path. This government has until January
in non-government schools—a differentiation of 22—and they003. Has it budgeted for the extra resources required for the
total was 86.3. In New South Wales the government schog|3 extra teachers? Has it budgeted for the estimated
retention rate was 66.5, the non-government retention racflz.s million that is required to implement this change in
was 80 and the total was 70.6; in Victoria, government Schoqly,cation? Does it have programs and funds to in-service the
retention rate, .75'6 and non-government $choo|s, 85.3; | achers because, if it has not, increasing the age to 16 will
Western Australia, government school retention rate, 72.9 a t be the panacea to our educational problems.

non-government schools 82.2. If we look at those figures we Like the member for Bragg, | note that we still have the

find that the differential for South Australia is 22, well over . - .
twice that of Western Australia, almost twice that of Newexemptllon provision. Clearly, S‘“d?“ts who do cqmplete their
; education before the age of 16 will be able to find employ-

South Wales, and certainly more than twice that of Victoria. X ; . -

I highlight these statistics because these are the statistif&ent, if that is what they wish. | speak from experience. |
that the then opposition cited as its main theme for educatiof@ve a step-daughter who will complete year 12 at the age of
Why is the participation rate in 1993 for non-government1 with six subjec}s. Indeed, at age 13 Iast year she received
schools so much higher than itis in state schools? One couR{20 for modern history. There are exceptions. I am glad that
ask: who was in government 10 years prior to 1993 in Soutthe minister has retained that exemption provision for
Australia, and who was in government federally? We ofterstudents not to be at school if they have completed their
hear these days that the federal Liberal government and tis¢udies; or, indeed, as the previous government set out (and
state government neglected public education in the last eiglhtote that the present government has included it), if they are
years, so why was there such an increase in the retention rgaarsuing other pathways that can be coordinated in the
in this period in non-government schools compared to thechool.
state schools in South Australia? | suggest that the Labor That is a very good provision because schools need to
government’s support for state education, despite what theyave greater interaction with the community and with the
often tell us, was not all that rosy, at least in respect of anworld of work. We know of excellent examples where
action taken to ensure that the retention rate for state schodaudents are involved in businesses and programs. | note the
was at least comparable to the other states. This table cleaékcellent work that was done by one of the northern schools,
shows that that is not the case. Increasing the age to 16 Wilalisbury, in fact, in terms of work education and that line of
not necessarily result in greater retention rates in year 13ysiness where students really get a good understanding of
unless the proper programs are implemented. what is taking place outside.

The opposition, as | have stated, supports the increase but g the much talked-about retention rate has to be looked
we want to make sure that the Education Departmentis fully; with caution. Then there are the statistics that we must also

{ﬁsourced an? that tegchers ha_\t/e In l_p:{flclt_akther:efgurces rporate when talking about the retention rate, and | am
the programs to COpe, because, 1L 1S a littie like what Nappen€l, g 1o have been part of a government that did so much
in our schools: we turned away from tech schools and move

to fully comprehensive schools; however, we did not have i} ith regard to linking vocational and further education to

place the programs to ensure that those students who needi2°!S and reincorporating some of the vocational schools
particular vocational education received it. Too manyln our education system. | have another two tables that | wish

to incorporate, if the house gives me leave, and it shows the

schools—and | can say this from first-hand experience— o .
catered to students in year 12 and entry into tertiary educatididt® Of participation of VET to different age groups by state

(which, in those days, was limited to universities and teacher¢000, and the source is the NCVR National VET Provider
college) without catering to those students who would nof-ollection 2000.
make that their choice. Leave granted.

Table 1: Rate of participation in VET for different age groups by state, 2000
(Source: NCVER national VET provider collection, 2000)

SA NSW Vic. Qld. WA Tas. NT ACT Australia
15t0 19 329 28.8 271 31.2 24.8 23.0 36.6 18.5 28.5
20to 24 217 219 22.9 16.1 15.1 18.1 19.8 17.6 20.2
2510 39 14.4 13.5 13.9 10.6 9.4 11.4 14.6 8.7 12.6
40to 64 8.8 10.0 9.5 6.8 5.5 6.4 9.8 4.6 8.6
Other 0.7 1.0 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.2 1.0 0.1 0.7
Total 9.8 9.9 9.8 8.0 6.9 7.3 11.5 6.5 9.1
Working age
(15to 64) 14.4 14.4 14.3 11.7 10.0 11.0 15.8 9.1 13.2

Table 2: 15-19 year old VET students who are still at school, 2000
(Source: NCVER national VET provider collection, 2000)

SA NSW Vic. Qld. WA Tas. NT ACT Australia
Still at school (%) 48.3 18.3 17.0 38.0 6.7 28.7 38.4 6.0 24.2
All students (%) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of

students 32476 124052 85691 80449 33377 7778 4 966 4 447 373236
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Mr SCALZI: For ages 15 to 19, South Australia has awhether it is exactly the same legislation) that Labor’s then
participation rate of 32.9 per cent compared to 28.8 per cerghadow minister the Hon. Carolyn Pickles introduced in the
in New South Wales, 27.1 per cent in Victoria, 31.2 per cent.egislative Council in July 1996. The current minister said
in Queensland, 24.8 per cent in Western Australia, 23 pen the house in October 2000:
centin Tasmania, and 36 per cent in the Northern Territory, .. we have hagublic consultation and thousands of submis-
the only other territory or state that has a higher participatiosions to the then education minister on this and a range of other
rate in further education. So, when we are talking abougubmissions dealing with raising the school leaving age, yet we see
education we cannot just look at the retention rates in year 1%° il
if it is incorporated with further education, because educatiofPhe was criticising the government at the time. That would
is a lifelong process. probably be a valid criticism if it were not for the fact that

| believe that the previous government did much to marryperhaps we do not need this bill, because past Liberal
the further education sector with the secondary educatioiovernments have improved the standard of education and
sector to make those pathways available to students and #i@proved the range of educational options. We see the
make it more meaningful for students to be involved ingovernment grabbing headline after headline, with a lot of
further education. If we look again at the NCVR National Smoke and mirrors, but we are yet to see some real substance.
VET Provider Collection 2000, we see that 48.3 per cent of | am pleased to see that the Premier acknowledged in the
students in South Australia are still at school whilst in Newhouse on 9 May this year that our education is up to world
South Wales the figure is 18.3 per cent; in Victoria, 17 pestandard. Itis lovely to hear that he also has admitted that we
cent; in Queensland, 38 per cent; in Western Australia, 6.f1ave a vigorous economy. There has been all this talk of
per cent; in Tasmania, 28.7 per cent; in the Northern Territurning the economy around, but I do not know what he will
tory, 38.4 per cent; and, in the ACT, 6 per cent. Australia-do: if we turn it around we will be going backwards. The
wide it is 24.2 per cent. Premier also said on 9 May that a first-class public education

This shows that South Australia has been successful ifystem is the greatest contribution that a government can
having that further education sector working in conjunctionmake to its young people. | hope that he is once again
with our secondary system, which has to be seen as som@cknowledging the fact that we do have a first-class education
thing very positive. As | was saying earlier, we do support thesystem in this state. Over the last eight years, the former
measure but we must be cautious and understand that viberal government worked very hard to ensure that this state
must put those resources in place; we must in-servicand the students at our schools had a first-class education
teachers; we must prepare the system to enable this incressstem. The Minister for Education and Children’s Services
in the school leaving age to be a benefit to students as welas established yet another task force. We are seeing review
as providing the benefits for the future for the work force. [boards, development committees, teams of specialists,
do not believe that was the case in the past. eminent minds—every term one can possibly conceive of—to

I do not believe that when we moved to more compositelisguise the fact that this government is using more consul-
classes, for example, we adequately looked after the needst@nts than were ever used by the previous Liberal
specific students; for example, those who had learningovernment.
difficulties, those who were disinclined or those who had We were promised honest and open government. This
emotional problems. When you put them all together in ongovernment is more concerned with manipulating the
classroom—and | know because | have experienced it assgatistics and rewriting history than addressing the problem.
teacher—it becomes very difficult for teachers to cope withl'he truth is that we have very good retention rates here in
the wide range of abilities as well as the wide range ofSouth Australia, and that is because the Liberal government

emotional difficulties that students have. We also need thas offered many options for school students in their latter
have that career education in place. years. With particular attention to this bill, ‘simply raising the

| note that the opposition, prior to the election, made manychool leaving age will not address the problem’—and those
promises of ha\/ing greater numbers of counsellors in primar?.l'e the words of the Premier. The Premier also said that this
schools and in the secondary schools, and | trust that in tHgovernment is not about excuses. We have to get away from
forthcoming budget all those programs will be fully funded the whingeing, whining and carping. We really have to start
so that the government’s promises will materialise and s@etting away from the politics of blame and get on with the
that, when we do have an increase in the school leaving ag¥@litics of progress.
to 16, it will be a success and that students will have the The minister said in the house on 13 May 2002 that the
opportunities to fully participate and find their school government has a commitment to improve economic and
experiences worth while and a good base to have pathwagp9cial outcomes for young people. I do not think that anyone
either into further education or into employment. For thosdh this house would disagree with that in any way, shape or
reasons | support the bill but look forward to the detail in theform. The minister said that the amendments to the Education
committee stage. Act 1972 were intended to send a strong message to schools

about their responsibility for the education and welfare of

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | support this bill. took  these young people. | know that the minister would not be
note of what the member for Enfield said, and | do havemplying that schools are being negligent and that our
something to say on this matter. | believe it is vital toteachers are notacting in atruly professional manner. | know
emphasise that this bill will impact not only on the presentfor a fact that the teachers who are employed by the depart-
life of many young people but also on their future. The billment are as dedicated now as they were when | was teaching
was introduced by the minister in October 2000, and that walsack in the early 1970s. A few weeks ago, | had the pleasure
the third time it had been introduced. Under this bill, student®f attending Brighton Secondary School for its staff develop-
will in future be required to remain at school or in training ment morning. | know, from talking to the teachers there, that
(and that is something we need to talk about) until they reacthey are a dedicated bunch of people. | know what it is like
the age of 16. This is the same legislation (I am not suréo have to teach children who are not motivated, and | con-
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gratulate teachers in both primary and high schools. In facheed to talk about. What is it going to be? In previous
| am going to the governing council meeting at Brightonspeeches the Premier said that it should be a blend of TAFE
secondary school later tonight. and school. Let us have more than that, with some form of

Under this amendment, from January 2003 children willtraining. Once again, we are left with a bit of a policy and an
be required to remain enrolled at school until they turnoptions vacuum. Let us have some direction and leadership
16 years of age. They will be able to participate in otheron this and be open and honest about where we are going.
forms of education and training, but we still need to knowCertainly, the opposition supports in principle the concept of
what they are. | am rather partial to the term ‘VET training’ 16 years but, more importantly, we will help promote the op-
(vocational education training). It has been wrongly used iportunity for students to get real life training. We need to
relation to Vietnam veterans, although the Vietnam vets is @ncourage opportunities to work with employers, not only in
group that we should support as well: in many cases thethe hospitality industry but also in trades and industries of all
have sacrificed more than just their time for this country. sorts.

Compelling students to stay at school without motivation, We must remember that we are educating people for the
direction and guidance will not be good enough. A numberest of their lives. Education is not an end unto itself: it is a
of speakers have said as much and | do not need to kegjepping stone to a more fulfilling life, and this is what the
reiterating it. The Liberal Party has a fine history of providingLiberal Party is all about—lifelong learning. South Australia
training options. One only has to look at Salisbury Highis among the top states and territories for spending per
School—my old high school. It was a pretty good schoolstudent. We have some of the highest student-teacher ratios.
when | went there. It managed to do something with me—no{\e provide good quality education and the Premier admitted
a lot, but that was not its fault: it was more my fault. But it that, which | was pleased to hear.

did enough: it started me on my way. | have seen the light. The former Liberal government improved the outcomes
Look where | am today. Salisbury and Windsor Gardens highor South Australia substantially over the past eight years.
schools today are fine examples of schools where extrihe Labor Party would have us believe that this bill is to

training is made available to students. increase the school leaving age, which will create a clever

Members are probably aware that we are not the first statgountry. That is not what it is—we need more than that. |
to look at raising the school leaving age. We heard before thafope members of the government realise that. The figures do
a number of other states have raised the school leaving ag@t lie. You cannot change the truth. You can try to hide the
to 16 years. In some countries it is not 16, but 17 andruth, but the fact remains that we have one of the best
18 years. When will we see it at 19 and 20 years, perhapsZbucation systems in the world. Let us see whether outdated
do not think that we need to focus on the age: it is the qualitydeology and sociology will be transferred into the year 2002.
that we need to look at, not the quantity. That will be| et us have it updated.
reflected in many debates in this place—itis the quality of the  The member for Hartley said previously that he recognised
debate, not the quantity, that is important, so | will not keepnat education is a life-long process. Like him, | know that
prattling on about things that have already been said. forcing students to stay at school is not the answer. The

Honesty is the best policy, and we need to keep being, mer Liberal government was well and truly aware that, as
honest and open in this house. The longer students stay @i Reconciliation Week, we had to not only walk the talk
school the better chance they have to attain new skills Wh'CBut, as stated in previous debates by the member for Ham-
will be needed throughout their lives not only to find mong we need to talk the talk and walk the walk. Let us see
employment but also to be leaders in the community, and nQhjs government doing that and promoting education. Certain-
only just at a local level but also, hopefully, at a state levely, | wouid concur with those remarks and encourage this
as we see in this house today. The member for Fisher said i}, ernment to take notice of those remarks. We are all here
November 2000 and again today that New Zealand has goig encourage our students to achieve to their individual poten-
down the path of raising the school leaving age to 16 years;y| That is what it is all about. We all recognise that edu-
the problem is that they did not go down the path of providingation is not just a right but a privilege, and we are privileged
motivation, courses and options, and they are having morg, soyth Australia to have one of the best standards of
problems. | have seen it. _ _ education in the world.

Lorien L aUght 2 Por Augusta HOh School 0 €2 | refer 10 remarks | read imansardiat yar by he

from in’digenous backgrounds—who were absolutely fantas'[i%embe-r for Elder, the now Minister for Police and Emergen-

kids, but they did not have the motivation and they did no Ey Services. He dragged out the old class war scenario: it is
’ Yhe rich who gets the pleasure and the poor who get the

see the options that were available. | took great delight i lame. | came from a working class background and went to

taking some of them under my wing and showing them tha, alisbury primary and high schools. | worked hard and they
staying at school was a viable option, and they benefited frorHid their best with me. It is not just the rich who get the

that. Nowadays | know that a number of children whom Isleasure. | have worked hard and | am getting a lot of

taqght in the 19703__b0th indigen_ous and non-indigenou leasure from being in this place today, and | thank the
children—have benefited from my input, and | take Succouglectors of Morphett for that opportunity '

from that. We need to keep students motivated. Age 16, 1 NN

or 18 does not matter: it is the quality, not the quantity, that Members '“te”ec“”g- . .

is important. It really does not matter what the school leaving  Mrs REDMOND: | rise on a point of order, Ms Acting

age is: if the curriculum, the programs and the approaches agPeaker. In regard to the interjections from the other side of

not appropriate, we will not get anywhere. the house, my und_erstand_lng is that standing order 142
In November 2000 the then Premier proposed that théequires that no noise or interruption be allowed during

school leaving age should be increased from 15 to 16 yeardebate and that no other member be interrupted.

Young South Australians will have to remain at school or The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thompson): There is no

engage in some sort of accredited training. That is what wpoint of order.
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Mrs REDMOND: | am sorry, but | wish to move a particularly in isolated students and also in distance educa-
motion of dissent against that ruling, because it is clearly &ion. One of the first people | had to ring on this matter—and
contravention of standing orders. members would not believe this; it is such a small world—

Members interjecting: was the present member for Unley. He was teaching in the

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I suggestthatwe will bush at the time, and he had a certain expertise in the
all proceed much more quickly if | simply remind memberssupplying of distance education. | was working on a commit-
on all sides that the debate will proceed in silence. Theee of the Hon. Kym Mayes.
member for Heysen will find that it will make for a more Mr SNELLING: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
boring debate, but we will proceed. Speaker. As fascinating as the ruminations of the history of

Dr McFETRIDGE: For the benefit of the member for the parliamentary Liberal Party are from the member for
West Torrens, who is a keen advocate of standing orders, 8chubert, they do not really seem to address the point of the
was standing order 142 that was referred to. | have almodgill. Sir, 1 ask you to bring him back to the substance of the
finished. This government must not rehash what the Liberalebate.
government has done in the past. We need to be focused, and The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | do not believe the
we need to be positive. Let us not simply be ideologicallymember for Schubert has strayed all that far.
driven but bipartisan on this approach to educating our Mr VENNING: | am now discussing education. | was
children. discussing the reasons for my interest in the bill. I am

An honourable member interjecting: building the debate. As a new member, | am sure the

Dr McFETRIDGE: Thank you. | know that the member honourable member will learn, given a year or two. | am
for Playford is a studious fellow. We see him studying at thebuilding on my argument. | appreciate that in those days,
back of the chamber all the time and he appreciates thatlzecause | was on a committee—
good education is vital. Providing a good education for our Members interjecting:
children is a subject close to my heart. The Minister for Edu- The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
cation is an electronics engineer, and my son is an electroni&chubert will resume his seat. The member for Giles is
engineer. He started school at four years and finished higetting carried away. Members need to be orderly in their
matriculation at 15 years. | am not sure what he was supposd@haviour. | call the member for Schubert.
to do until he was 16 years. | am sure that under the proposed Mr VENNING: Thank you, sir. This is a serious matter
legislation he would have to apply for an exemption. and | am trying to handle it in a serious manner. People

Members interjecting: would wonder why | would be particularly interested in the

Dr McFETRIDGE: Give him one—I am glad the area of education, and | am just telling members why. In
minister would do that. | support the bill and urge thisthose days | was on a committee serving under minister Kym
government to continue promoting the standards of educatiddayes. | held a nominated position on the committee, and we
the Liberal government has been providing for the past eightvere looking at distance education options. That is why |
years. | support the bill. happened to ring Mr Brindal on the matter of whether he

would come and speak to the advisory board on this matter

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | rise to support this bill.  of distance eduction. That is how | became involved. | spoke
Before | get to the meat of the argument, I first want to con+o a bill similar to this one on 31 May last year. | support this
gratulate our new shadow minister, the member for Bragahill as of today, but then | did not support the bill, because
on the way she has handled this bill. This is the first bill thethen | thought it was a political stunt, prior to the education
member has had carriage of, and | do not think it will be hemill being drafted when it was in the offing and out for public
last. consultation.

Members interjecting: The shadow minister then brought this bill in early as a

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for stunt, and I did not agree with the basic principle of the last
Schubert will resume his seat. There is too much interjectionill. It was far too simplistic and it contained no detail.
from my right. The member for Schubert does not need angimilarly, this bill is also short on detail. This is panic legis-
encouragement. lation, because there is not much on Metice Paperand |

Mr VENNING: Thank you for your protection, sir; | believe the government and the minister should have kept this
think I may need it in the next few minutes. | acknowledgeill off it for another two or three weeks and worked through
and welcome the first conveyance of a bill by the member fosome of the finer detail, particularly the exemptions of this
Bragg. There is no doubt that she has done it well, considepill. The bill has been thrown in, is uncooked and is not ready
ing itis her first one, and the member will mark in itin her to be eaten, so to speak. | believe the bill should not have
dairy as numero uno—No. 1. As | said, there is no doubt thaeen introduced, but now that it is here I hope that in commit-
it will not be the last one she handles as a shadow ministefee it will be tidied up via explanations by the minister or our
I am sure that it will only be four years before she will be amendments which will clarify, in particular, the exemptions
handling bills as a government minister. | welcome that. lin this bill.
note the honourable member’s father was here today, too, and The minister was formerly a member of the select
that was quite a strike. The member certainly has a lot tgommittee which looked into this subject. The committee
offer. looked at DETE funded schools, and the school retention rate

My interest in education goes back a long way. | haveyas one of its terms of reference. The committee had not
been on the so-called backbench committees of educatigianded down its decision when we discussed the bill last
ever since | have been in this house, first, under educatiomay. Without being unkind to her, the then shadow minister
minister Lucas, then education minister Buckby and now | anfnow the minister) was, | believe, pulling a political stunt.
pleased to serve under shadow minister Chapman. | havihe review reveals that the school leaving age is an issue
always taken an interest in education, purely because it waggether with other considerations including discipline and
in the early days when |, as a country person, was interestegthool standards. | believe that just saying that you cannot
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leave school until the age of 16 is basically wrong unless thahan 95 per cent of South Australian 17-year-olds are in
statement is qualified. This is a big decision which should bechool. So we are talking about 5 per cent of these people,
made within the total concept of an all-encompassing eduaho are either in school, in training or in employment. When
cational climate. Why hold people at school for a year if therghe state’s record number of part-time students is included in
is no benefit? Also, the perceived benefit needs to b#he apparent retention rate calculation, the percentage of stud-
clarified. ents continuing at school from years 10 to 12 (that is, 74.3
Speaking as an agriculturalist, we have on-farm trainingercent) is expected to be higher than the national average.

in all sorts of facilities. So, not just education happensinour  The Australian Bureau of Statistics data shows that South
schools, a concept that was put very capably by the shadoaystralia’s years 10 and 12 retention rates have increased
minister and the member for Hartley this afternoon. Thesteadily over the past three years, rising from 63 per cent in
current school leaving age in South Australia is 15. | believe1997 to 64.2 per centin 1998, and 64.8 percent in 1999; part-
that most other states have moved to 16, but 12 months agigne students are not included in published retention rate data
only two states had done so. | ask the minister whether thaind South Australia has the highest number of part-time stud-
is still the case. Are there still only two? ents. When these figures were included for all states and terri-
The Hon. P.L. White: No, only one has. tories, South Australia’s retention rate rose to 74.9 per cent
Mr VENNING: | thank the minister for that clarification. in 1999, which was above the national average of 72.4 per
That is a question of itself. I should have thought that in thecent. Our records stand very well with the national standard.

past 12 months it would have gone further than that, because | have heard many speeches on this subject over many
| understand that it has been discussed at ministerial conf lears, and | note the speech last year by the Minister for

ences between the states. | am a little amazed that other st Svernment Enterprises where he said: ‘I left school at a

have not moved to the gge of ,16' . young age. He did not say that he regretted that, but all | can
The Hon. P.L. White: They're talking. say is that if he did regret it he should look at the final
Mr VENNING: There must be reasons why not, becausg,;tcome—he is a minister of the Crown. | have to say that

itwould be very simple to move the school leaving age fromhatever he did he must have got something right because he
15 to 16 years. So there must be some other qualification. & here now as a senior minister.

number of factors have prompted the consideration of school e of my own children left school early because he was

leaving arrangements as part of this legislative review. As Licy of studying; he was a very good student. He left school
said, Tasmania and Western Australia in recent years rals%ny took a year off, got refocused, went back and did very
the school leaving age beyond 15, and | note that the othgfe " The minister obviously went back to school too. | think
states, as the minister just said, are considering it. _you need to get out into the wide world to see. That is part of
Overseas, the trend has been to raise the school leaviggig argument, that to say: ‘You shall stay at school,’ could

age and extend the period of compulsory education ife the worst thing you could do for some students. They need
recognition of the fact that educational achievement an get out of the system and find out what it is like in the real

standards promote economic advancement. Researghyq As we know, young people mature at different ages.
indicates that students who leave school early are at a Mmu@} me need to get outinto the real world and taste it, and say
greater risk of becoming trapped in marginal activity. That,q and come back. '

is a phrase that | got out of a report. | think ‘marginal ; . il - .
activity’ covers many sins, and | agree with that. It is a very, illﬂéﬂilggﬁ"?gﬂgﬂ itthI?hbélée :rr(]adclltalLSJstg(sa Zoéea?lfdtglsbut
basic and bland statement to make, but it is generally truﬁ)here is not mucfﬁ) detail in t.he bill about this. It is’ critical ,as
they find no secure place for either learning or work, an ’ ’

engagement wih flong learing and workopportries, 1 DEPUY Shesker. s b you speech Tuency 2
increases in proportion to the level of education achieved i@rime in’our schools has sométhin pto do with this. School
secondary schooling. 9 ’

I understand that the minister is about to become a paremOrk and training go hand-in-hand.

for the second time. The greatest satisfaction for a parent icsor:cl:(gr(r)]Wthte | 't\ﬂlirr:llf}re\rs]:;)r;(é;?r:ftg:wrgsgag?;Tiz/?rzlse?or:)?%ft?ﬁé
if their children get meaningful work after they leave the ’ gp

education system. If they leave school without gainingcounter argument: he left school, went back and here he is,

meaningful work it is certainly a worry for parents. This is arlal\jv%zrn?g?aizg'?érgt%\éegnmg;:én;?'slfﬂ'eﬁf | think his own
one argument for keeping children at school: to give thenf" 9 PP 9 )

another year to consider their options in the work force rather | natice in clause 4 of th? bil t_hat section 4 of the princi-.
than leaving and trying to find work. It is a nightmare for pal act is to be repealed. It is a bit confusing because all this

ey apaent. amlucky it al hee of min have e anfl 2065 5 S1008 1510 16 Th 16515 3 1y becavee
meaningful jobs and are safe in the work force. Even for u . AR A : . '
although our kids were highly educated, there were a coupl ggtshtl%d(i)teas‘”tbdy itup: itis in new clause 6. Section 81A
of years of some anxiety. | think it is natural for every parent y P

to experience that. ] ) The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for
This is all about raising standards, but we must first raisgrourism): | move:

the school leaving age. There is significant community That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
support for raising the school leaving age. However, respongxtended beyond 5.40 p.m.

es through submissions and public fora have highlighted a otion carried.

range of parallel concerns which are being addressed through

current government initiatives, such as curriculum quality and SEEDS ACT REPEAL BILL

diversity and relevance to industrial students; alternative

education training pathways; and, of course, support for the Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
students themselves. Last year's figures indicate that moténe.
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EDUCATION (COMPULSORY EDUCATION AGE) a year off and then became much the better for it and have
AMENDMENT BILL understood what it is all about.
| certainly support this bill and will be interested in what
Debate resumed. the minister has to say during the committee stage. | support

. ) it with those exemptions clarified.
Mr VENNING: |was discussing clause 4. Clause 6 talks

of the exemptions, and | quote from new section 81A(1) as  \jr MEIER (Goyder): | see some commonsense in this

follows: . bill, but | also appreciate that simply making people stay at
The minister may— school until the age of 16 will not solve the problem. | say
and | see the word ‘may’ is there— that for a variety of reasons. When | first went out teaching

by written notice, if the minister considers it appropriate to do soWay back in 1970, | remember the first home group | had,
grant an exemption from the requirement of this Part in relation tavhich | think was either year 9 or year 10; my memory is
a child, conditionally or unconditionally. starting to fail me a little. | emphasised to those students the
I would like the minister to explain that when she replies toimportance of working hard, getting a proper education and,
the second reading, because it could be interpreted eith#iyou wanted to get on in this world, the necessity to have a
way; it is certainly very open. For the record, | would like tertiary education. I soon learnt that my philosophy was way
those conditions spelt out for any future legislator. Theout because quite a few of the students in that class were
minister may care to clarify what is conditional and what issimply not capable, in my opinion, of tertiary education. In
unconditional, because I think it makes a big difference. Newact, for at least two whom | remember, the sooner they left
section 81A(2) provides: school the better off they were going to be.

The minister may, by written notice— Mr Venning: And everybody else.
I question whether it should be ‘may’,'will’ or ‘could’. As Mr MEIER: As the honourable member interjects, and

bills are drafted indirectly, | would like the minister to spell €veryone else in that class. Simply raising the leaving age to
out what more powers may be contained within that wordL6 will not solve the problem of ensuring that we have a more
‘may’, because it makes a big difference, particularly wherfearned society in South Australia. | recognise that clause 6
itis being done by written notice. The provision Continues:of the bill identifies the fact that the minister may, by written

if the Minister considers it appropriate to do so, vary or revoke arpotice, if th_e minister cons_iders it apprc_)priate _to do SO, grant
exemption granted under this section. an exemption froma requirement of this partin relatl_on toa
Itis indecisive as written, and that is probably done deliber-chIId cqndmonqlly and u.ncondmonally. | hope the minister

' will outline in a little detail to what extent that option will be

ately to give the minister that power. All ministers should; . v aut tic. 1 h th il not h . it
have some limiting factor, because it could otherwise causii"y automatic. I hope they will not have a major committee

difficulty. As | was saying to the member for Bragg earlier, of inquiry for every student who wants to be exempt from
| often wonder whether something should not be written intoSChOO.I before the age of 16. )
the bill stating that the chief executive of the education ! cite a second example, which comes from my own
department, or even the superintendent of the school ifilectorate, involving a local plumber. | called in just to say
question, should, or could, be involved in this measure. Thdt€llo and he indicated to me that he had recently hired a
opens it up and takes the political sting out of it and involvesStudent at the age of 14, but | am not sure that he was hired
the higher level of the education system, particularly thos@&S an apprentice. That young man is two years younger than
who are out there administering and organising the depari-6 and, even under our current arrangements, he is under the
ment. The bill provides: age that he is required to attend school. This student apparent-
A person must not contravene or fail to comply with a condition ly was absolutely hqpeless aF school, was a major problem to
of an exemption granted under the section. the school, was a disruptive influence at the school, and you
There is then the question of the penalty of $500, which is £°U/d have said that it looked like he was headed for not
much good in life.

pittance. | wonder why that figure was chosen; itis not a lot.
If the minister ever chooses to impose the penalty for a However, the plumber happened to know that the student

serious case, | am sure the minister will give defaulter§€emed to have skills that many people did not have and

warning. In the future, should the minister wish to imposed€cided to try him out for a week’s work experience. He

this penalty, | think $500 is far too puny. | would say it needsfound that that person was exceptionally good at welding, so

to be at least double that if it is to have any meaning. good that the plumber sought to get exemption from the
I support this bill, which has been a long time coming. | school for the student. The plumber said that this person, at

am pleased that at least we are debating it now when wi&€ age of 14, was a far superior welder to anyone he had ever
should be debating it—after the review has been completed-€MPloyed in his life, and he would have been 55. He said that
and | will be interested to hear the minister's commentd® Was just brilliant in welding.

during committee. | support this bill on the condition thatthe  If that student had been forced to continue through to age
exemptions are spelt out quite clearly. | have heard membefss, he would have been a truant on many occasions. He
say that they left school early—so did you, sir; | could notwould have been a disruptive influence continually, he
believe it was at the age of 14. That is younger than when probably would have been forced out of school or the school
left. | left school at the age of 17 and went out into thewould have waved him goodbye with a great deal of pleasure.
education of the paddocks of the great Outback of our statéje found it very difficult to read and write, and that is the one
to learn with the greatest teacher, my father. Anybody whgroblem he has to face when doing a traineeship, but, from
thinks that they have finished learning | believe is a basi@ practical point of view, that student was excellent. | could
fool, because we learn every day. If you have not learnmultiply that by hundreds of times around this state, and we
something today, | believe that you are either sick in bed omust never forget those students. | also hope that we will not
you are a fool. Certainly, many people left school early, hadorget those students who have a very unfriendly home life,
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who literally are unwanted from the time they are born,meaningful education? What cost will accrue to the taxpayer
whose parents want to kick them out of home at the earliesh attempting to do that? What disadvantage might that cause
opportunity. If we are going to force those students tato other students in the school system who, without compul-
continue at school until they are 16, it will not be in their bestsion, attend because they want to and because they want to
interests. increase their level of education so that they can have a
The third issue that concerns me about this bill is howmeaningful life of their own?
much it is going to cost the state. We have just seen a Education is probably one of the most important things
resolution by the SAIT executive, | believe it was, acceptinghat we can pass on to the next generation, but | do not
the government’s pay offer. | would say that the teachers argelieve that we can do it through compulsion. In speaking to
entitled to and undoubtedly deserve a pay rise, but a lot afducators over the years, | think it is pretty fair to say that
other things came in with that pay offer, for example, extraenthusing someone to develop their education skills to enable
maternity leave. | will not take argument with that, but it doesthem to become highly educated and motivated members of
set a precedent. It also involves country incentives, and it ithe community must occur very early in their education.
great to see that, but | notice that teachers can receive up Resources have to be put into the junior primary level where
$5 400 for working in remote areas. | have mentioned thatudents will be given the basic skills in numeracy and
12 per cent pay rise over 33 months—it is not even over threfiteracy to whet their appetites so that they will of their own
years (I would have thought that perhaps it could have beevolition want to carry on their education for as long as
over four)—and various other things. That will cost a hugepossible in order to maximise their education.
amount of money. | believe a figure of something such as There is no argument that education leads to better
$240 million was— outcomes, whether it be in finding worthwhile employment
The Hon. P.L. White interjecting: or even providing those skills to allow people to live in a
Mr MEIER: No, | heard it on the radio, sorry, that | complex society. The argument is how best to maximise
thought it was to be $240 million. How much is it, minister— education. Is it through compulsion? | would say no. Is it
170, 180— through providing a relevant curriculum and, as | have said,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for building the basic numeracy and literacy skills at an early age
Goyder should address the chair and not question thi allow students not only to cope with the material put before
minister. We are not in committee. them but also to enthuse them to push on and maximise the
Mr MEIER: If | remember correctly, under the previous amount of material that they can get their minds across?
government it was anticipated that the pay rise would costin | would suggest that the main reason why the minister has
the vicinity of $170 million, and then of course there couldintroduced this legislation (and, unfortunately, | recognise
be some extras. If it is as little as that, well fine but, if it is that this measure will pass at least through this house) is as
over $200 million, I am not sure where the money will comea sop to the Australian Education Union: to build the numbers
from. Then on top of that we have the compulsory schoobf students in our schools, not for the benefit of the schools
leaving age being increased to 16, so that will involve extraput for the benefit of the union. Of course, the union is a
I just do not want to see this government blame the previoustrong supporter of Labor governments both here in South
government for not having budgeted properly in educationAustralia and nationally. So, unfortunately, | believe that this
because that would be a totally incorrect assessment. | willill has been brought to this place for the wrong reason and
be interested to hear exactly what those figures are. will have very little effect on increasing the educational
Nevertheless, | recognise the importance of education anslitcomes of students and will provide very little benefit to
| can see the value of it in today’s society. However, | hopeour society as a whole.
the exemptions are sufficient so that students who find Education should be about quality and not quantity. If you
education in our formalised structure so difficult will not be get the quality aspects of education right, the quantity aspects
penalised. will look after themselves quite readily. | suggest to the
) minister and members opposite that if we are going to set
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): ~ From what I have heard, some criteria about when students should be free to leave
I am probably one of the few members in this chamber wha,cnogl either to enter the work force or into society generally,
oppose this bill, and I do so for a variety of reasons, whichhe criteria should be based on skills rather than on their age.
I will try to get throu.gh in the next few mlnutes.The mInister we know that there is a great discrepancy between the
in bringing this bill before the house gives very little \arious skill levels that students have at any particular age.
indication of exactly what she is trying to achieve. From past | hote the time, and | am happy to conclude my remarks.

experience, we know that Labor governments both at federgl\ever, | hope the minister will read my contribution and
and state level have utilised education and keeping childreg ke note of it.

at school by various means as a way of manipulating

unemployment figures. We know that— The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH secured the adjourn-
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: ment of the debate.
Mr WILLIAMS: The member for West Torrens scoffs

at that, but it is pretty evident if members look back at MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

history. The minister in bringing this matter before the house

gives no indication, firstly, of what she intends to do with this The SPEAKER: Order! Earlier today the chair told the
small handful of students who, currently, are leaving schoohouse that it would consider the substantive point raised as
at the age of 15—and my understanding is that it is only @o whether there was a prima facie case to answer in relation
very small number of students. | think that someone suggeste a breach of privilege. As it stands at the present time, that
ed that it might be as many as 900. To be quite honest, thaplicit inquiry has resulted in some very important and
does surprise me somewhat. What will she do with these 90@levant further research which | have had to do and upon
students, if that is the number? How will she involve them inwhich | must take advice to the extent that it is not possible
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for me today to rule on that point and it will have to wait until
sometime after the house sits at 2 o’clock tomorrow. | regret
the delay, but | am afraid that there is no other way for it to
be dealt with and with the gravity | believe it deserves.

ADJOURNMENT

At 6 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 4 June at
2p.m.



