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Trevor was a great amateur historian and could speak most
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY eloquently about events in history in Ireland, England, Britain
and Europe over the centuries. In fact, Trevor was a prolific
Tuesday 16 July 2002 reader and had an almost encyclopaedic knowledge for dates,
. ) battles and other historical events, tracing the lineage of great
The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at families. Trevor shared with me a keen interest in soccer, and

2 p.m. and read prayers. often spoke with me about his lifelong love of Manchester
United. | remember bringing him back just a few years ago

CROTHERS, Hon. T., DEATH an official tie from Old Trafford and his speaking to me of
. United’s glory days in the 1960s and its renaissance in the

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move: 1990s with Alex Ferguson and Eric Cantona, whom Trevor

That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret at the deattimired greatly. Trevor was passionate about British soccer
of the Hon. Trevor Crothers, a former member of the Legislativeand |oved to talk about it.
Council, and places on record its appreciation of his long and . .
meritorious service and that, as a mark of respect to his memory, the N June 1999, Trevor resigned frqm the Labor Party just
sitting of the house be suspended until the ringing of the bells.  before he crossed the floor to vote with the then government

The Hon. Trevor Crothers was born in County Tipperary ino" the sale of ETSA. | know that must have been a very
Ireland in 1938 but grew up in Belfast in Northern Ireland.d'ff'cu“ decision for Trevor and, obviously, he believed that

At 14 years of age, he left school and became a ship'ge was acting in the bestinterests of the community. Trevor
-&Qntlnued to serve as an independent Labor member, and

hsuccessfully contested a position in the Legislative Council

he also joined the Irish Labour Party. His association with thét the last election as an Independent.
union movement and with Labor lasted for 47 years. Trevor | know that Trevor had close personal friendships with
often used to speak to me and other parliamentary colleagu@€rry Cameron and Rob Lucas, and my sincere condolences
on both sides of politics about his childhood and his youth irgo to them, but particularly to his family. He was the father
Northern Ireland. He told us about the times when he was &f five and the grandfather of 15. | think it is a tragedy that
boxer, an athlete and a champion cross-country runnefie died so young and so soon after his retirement from
running more than 100 miles a week. He told us stories opolitics. He was devoted to his 15 grandchildren, and it is a
hunting for deer, hare and rabbit in hills near Belfast. great tragedy that he will not be able to spend more time with
Trevor also told us about the glory days of the Belfasthem. Our deepest sympathies go to Trevor Crothers’ family
shipyards when Belfast, along with Liverpool and Glasgow@nd his friends.
was one of the great powerhouses of ship-building in the Honourable members: Hear, hear!
world. He told us how he had worked on some of those ships,
including ships | remembered as a child at the Devonport TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): On
naval base of the Royal New Zealand Navy; for instance, behalf of the opposition, | second the motion and express our
remember him talking about thBoyalist, a large New regret at the passing of the Hon. Trevor Crothers. As the
Zealand cruiser, and also tBeackpool that he and his family Premier said, Trevor was a qualified ships carpenter. He
had worked upon. moved to Australia from Ireland in 1958. He was, in fact,
His father knew the father of George Best, the Northerronly the 18th person of Irish ancestry to become a member
Ireland soccer player who was a neighbour. Trevor came tof either of these chambers. He was an active member of the
Australia in 1958, and his first job was as a rigger and drade union movement since the age of 15, and became a shop
heavy plant driver for the Victorian State Electricity steward at the South Australian Brewing Company in 1963.
Commission. In 1963, Trevor moved to Adelaide and begafte later rose to be president and full-time organiser. He was
work at South Australian Brewing as a forklift driver. He elected to the upper house in 1987, and was a founding
became a shop steward with the Liquor Trades Union andnember of the Labor Party Centre Left and one of the
from there, he began his rise through the trade uniodustralian Labor Party’s most influential members in South
movement. He went on to become State Secretary of thBustralia. He was the longest serving member on the ALP
Liquor Trades Union and one of its longest serving presistate executive, and the longest serving member of the Centre
dents. And, of course, Trevor held senior posts in thd-eft executive.
Australian Labor Party during the 1980s. He was a member Upon election, Trevor was reported to have said that he
of the party’s State Executive, and he was also State Presidenbuld be keeping a close eye on unemployment, the endeav-
of the ALP during 1987-88. ours of the new right and the social fabric and wellbeing of
From memory, in the mid 1980s, Trevor was approachedociety. His credo was not to oppose just for the sake of
by John Bannon to be the Labor Party’'s candidate for thepposition. He believed that each item of government
state House of Assembly seat of Spence. He declined, afmlisiness should be addressed on its merits in relation to the
chose the road to the upper house. He won his position in theenefit that it would have for all the people of South Aust-
Legislative Council in 1987 after the resignation of the Hon.ralia. A search throughlansard reveals that he was true to
Brian Chatterton, a former minister of agriculture under Donhis word. Trevor debated a wide range of issues, from gaming
Dunstan, Des Corcoran and, briefly, John Bannon—and, ahachines and stamp duties to state emergency services,
course, we know that Brian Chatterton went on to move tavorkers’ rehabilitation, youth and employment and, as many
Italy. Trevor Crothers served on a number of select commitmembers on this side know, he showed a great interest in our
tees during his term in this parliament, and during this timgarming sector. He debated on principle for the good of
he suffered a number of major setbacks that took a terribl&ustralia and Australians and often called for all parliamenta-
toll on him both personally and in terms of his health—andrians, at both state and federal levels, to adopt the same
I refer in particular to the tragic death of his son Bill. approach that he showed.
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Trevor truly believed in Australia. In his maiden speech, The leader kindly alerted to the fact that Trevor had the
he called himself an Irishman by birth and an Australian byromance of the Celt. We have heard many of his stories—I
choice. Throughout his life he promoted this country as a langvould like to know which ones were entirely accurate and
of great and constant opportunity. There is no doubt thaivhich ones were slightly gilded—but | think they can be
many members will have very fond memories of Trevor andattributed to some of the blood that Trevor inherited and the
his very unigue sense of humour. In paying my respects otraditions of the Irish.
behalf of the Liberal Party, I would like to offer my condo-  One of the things that the leader did not mention was that
lences to Trevor’s extensive family and his many friends. Trevor's driving abilities were legendary. Many of us will
am sure that all members present, party allegiances aside, wilicall the celebrated incident when he tried to drive a car a
join me in doing so. long way with fewer than four wheels.

_ ) TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: He had the smartest car in
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | would like  Agelaide.

to speak briefly to this condolence motion. | joined the Labor
Party in the early 1980s and, together with a number of MYt
colleagues, | joined the Centre Left faction of the LaborAS

Party, as it was then_ known. Trevor.Crothers was, at tha;gmd | am told by many who know that he was never quite the
time, a Iarger than life character within the Centre Le.ﬂsame person after his son died. Shakespeare said:
faction and, indeed, the Labor Party and he, along with ) ) ) ]
others, took a particular interest in my career. | well recall . hThhe evt')' that men do lives after them, the good is often interred
that Trevor assisted me in my career by providing somd!Ith their bones.
opportunities for me within the Labor Party, in particular, | hope that Trevor Crothers will be remembered for the
with a Labor senator. Luckily (or unluckily, whichever way intellect he was, the great Labor member he was and the great
you look at it), the day after that | was offered a job with contribution, by and large, that he made not only to this place
Lynn Arnold, so | never got the opportunity to serve with abut to the party in which he believed so strongly.
former senator.

Trevor took a particular interest in me at that time, as did T he Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | was
a number of other key people within the Centre Left and théaddened to hear during question time on Thursday that
Labor Party. Throughout my time in the Labor Party, TrevorTrevor Crothers had gone to join the great majority. | had
was clearly a considerable contributor to Labor party politicsknown Trevor for about 17 years. | had been a political ally
Notwithstanding recent events which saw Trevor leave th&f his for most of that time and a friend of his for all that
Labor Party and cross the floor in another place, the realityme. On a personal and political level, Trevor was a formid-
is that he devoted an enormous part of his life to the Labopble presence. He was a controversial political figure towards
movement and the Labor Party. He assisted many of dbe end of his life in politics, but it is less well knoyvn and
within the Labor Party to reach our goals and ambitions, ang€serves to be better known that Trevor was an important
years. and in South Australia, during the 1980s.

I would like to pass on my condolences to his friendsand ~ Trevor Crothers, John Quirke (former senator and former
family and, in particular, his grandchildren. His passing wagnember of this place), and the Hon. Terry Cameron were the

a sad moment so soon after he left this place. It is a tragedyinity that ran the South Australian Centre Left faction
and’ as | Said’ | pass on my condolences to his fam”y an rOUghOUt the 1980s. Much has been written and said about

friends. the Centre Left in the politics of the ALP; not all of it
complimentary. But it was that faction’s role in delivering
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | would like to join my leader crucial support to the Hawke and Keating governments in
and members opposite in expressing my condolences on tgccessive ALP national conferences during the 1980s and
passing of Trevor Crothers. | acknowledge the magnanimitgarly 1990s that allowed the Hawke and Keating governments
of those opposite in this debate. It is never easy for 40 achieve the things that they did.
government party when one of its own does something of Any student of Labor Party history knows that one of the
which they do not approve because of the discipline exertethost destructive events the Labor government can suffer is
by the Labor Party. So, | pay tribute to the fact that onto have its party conference, state or federal, adopt a contrary
Trevor’s passing they are being magnanimous. position to the Labor government. The Hawke and Keating
Trevor will be remembered by many of us as one of thegovernments undertook the most radical revision of Labor’s
great intellectuals of this place. As many members would&conomic policies since Federation and it was the sensible
know, sometimes he was easier to read in the translation thgrosition adopted by the Centre Left faction, in alliance with
in the brogue, and many of us had long conversations withabor Unity (the Right) that allowed far reaching reforms of
him that would probably have been better if he did not havéhe Australian economy of which we are now enjoying the
that very thick Irish accent. To those members who were ndbenefits. The floating of the dollar and the deregulation of the
here at the time, | commend some of his very eruditdanking industry, in particular, were hard debates within the
speeches. ALP and, in my opinion, the angels won because of Trevor
One of the great speeches that he made—and | say thagd his comrades.
honestly—was that which he made on the occasion when he Macro-political achievements aside, Trevor played an
crossed the floor. Not everyone will agree with the contenimportant and, again, a little-known role in my own political
of that speech, but it was very thoughtful and thought-and personal history. In 1986 | married, and my wife and |
provoking—probably one of the great contributions of the lastvere looking for a new home. As | was keen to be preselect-
parliament in terms of our thinking about the parliamentaryed, | asked my patrons which state districts might become
process. available, and was directed to certain suburbs that my wife

Mr BRINDAL: He may well have. He had some very
ong allies and friends who protected him in that instance.
the leader said, he suffered a profound personal tragedy,
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did not like. So we bought a house in Croydon and | resignednd my wife was able to live in the suburb of her choice,
myself to being the loyal sub-branch secretary for thewhich was Croydon. Trevor loved and needed the company
expected new Labor candidate for the seat of Spence, namebf, his comrades: John Quirke, Terry Cameron and, later, Paul
the secretary of the Liquor Trades Union, Trevor CrothersHolloway gave their time generously to Trevor, listening to
Trevor lived in Bishop Street, Renown Park. He was thehis stories and engaging in very long conversations with him.
president of the Spence East ALP sub-branch and | becantieis one of my regrets that | did not give my time as gener-
the secretary. Our monthly meetings were at the Bromptoously to Trevor as | might have.
Park Hotel. | am pleased that recently Terry Cameron organised a
Trevor was an interventionist chairman. Every contribu-unch for Trevor Crothers here at Parliament House, and |
tion reminded Trevor of some historical or anecdotalwas the only Labor member there attending what turned out
connection that he felt compelled to share with the meetingo be the last supper, along with Angus Redford, Legh Davis,
At about this time it emerged that one of our long-servingand Rob Lucas and, of course, Terry Cameron. | gave Trevor
sub-branch members, the Mayor of the Town of Hindmarsha box of cigars on that occasion, only to be told that he had
Mrs Floss Pens, was planning to run as an Independestopped smoking. Vale, Trevor Crothers.
candidate for Spence at the next general election. Floss had
been a candidate for the preselection in 1975 against Roy Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise very briefly to
Abbott, the secretary of the Vehicle Builders Union. Roy hadexpress my condolences on Trevor's passing. Members may
been chosen. not know that Trevor was a font of knowledge on history, but
The tension at the meetings chaired by Trevor angparticularly military history. | recall many nights in the
attended by Floss, who was yet to announce her candidacy embers’ bar and elsewhere going through | think every
an Independent, was palpable. Even before Floss becameampaign from the First World War right through to modern
potential candidate, she had controversially and, in my viewiimes. He could have written the authoritative encyclopaedia
unwisely, expressed concern about Trevor’s style of chairingf modern conflict.
meetings, which she compared most unfavourably with her Trevor was a man of great conviction, and | certainly
own stewardship of the Hindmarsh council. enjoyed his company. | think he was a very brave man, and
Trevor referred to all members at sub-branch meetings dsthink he set a very fine example to members present and
‘comrade’—Comrade Atkinson; Comrade Pens; Comradéuture as to how to carry yourself in this place and how to
Hefford; Comrade Karzis; Comrade Dillon—Johnny Dillon stand up for what you believe. My condolences go to his
being the previous secretary of the Liquor Trades Union antamily, his children and grandchildren in particular.
a former councillor on the Hindmarsh council. Mrs Pens
objected to being referred to in what she regarded as a TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
communistic manner. One night it came to a head, althoug@onservation): |, too, rise to speak briefly on the passing of
the issue is irrelevant. What sticks clearly in my mind is Herthe Hon. Trevor Crothers. | knew Trevor for about 20 years.
Worship rising to take a point of order, at which time TrevorIn about 1981 or 1982, | was first sent to meet Trevor on the
rose as well in his seat and thundered, ‘Sit down, Mayogdvice of Chris Schacht, who at that time was assisting me
Pens. Still on her feet, Floss tried valiantly to say that shéo get preselection for the seat of Fisher. He gave me the list
would not be spoken to in that way. ‘Sit down Comradeof names of people whom | ought to see, and I think there
Pens’, Trevor yelled; 'Sit down, Comrade Pens, and shut upvere about three or four powerful men on that list, Trevor
Under rule [and he named a rule] whenever the chairmaheing one of them.
rises, all must resume their seat and cease speaking.’ | attended Trevor’s office at the Liquor Trades Union, put
Floss had never been used to treatment like this at theyself before him and listened to him speak for a good half
council and, whether it was a concern at the treatment or thieour or 40 minutes, and | think | probably understood a good
embarrassment of being unfamiliar with the standing ordeiquarter of what he had to say. | went away quite unsure
left the Brompton Park Hotel in a huff. Trevor had won, butwhether or not he was supporting me, but | enjoyed the
Trevor was not silly: immediately after the meeting heexperience. | later found out that he was supporting me and,
dispatched his sub-branch secretary to visit her at home fo fact, supported me every time | sought a vote of any sort
ensure that the incident would not weigh too heavily in hewithin the Labor Party thereafter. | was lucky that he was in
thinking about a possible independent candidacy—and offthe minority of support at that particular preselection,

went. otherwise | would have gone the way of other members to
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Are you sure he sent you, or you Whom the Attorney-General has referred.
just took it on under your own steam? Trevor was a great figure in the Labor Party, as the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: He said she went down Attorney-General said. During the 1980s he was a powerful
Pickering Street, turned left at Second Street and | was meafigure and really did make the Centre Left work. When he left
to follow her. Later on, Trevor was elevated to the Legislativethe Centre Left to come to this place, | think both he and the
Council. Floss's prospective candidacy caused then Premi€rentre Left were diminished, because his role in life was
John Bannon to think that there was a risk that Labor mightaken away. | do not think he ever really successfully made
lose Spence if Trevor were the candidate. | do not think theréhe transfer to this place and really contributed to this
was much risk, but premiers like to play it safe. If Floss hadparliament in the same way that he contributed to the back
won in 1989, the recent political history of this state wouldrooms of the Labor Party where he truly was a powerful,
have been much different. | am sure that Floss would havenportant and strong figure who helped the good government
helped John Olsen form a government, which then could havef the Labor Party.
been blamed for the State Bank disaster. In the course of my career in the Labor movement, | was

So, Trevor was offered and accepted a position in théhe state organiser for a while, and one of my jobs was to visit
Legislative Council. This left me with the clearest run on thecountry branches and to take the duty member. At one stage
rails of any candidate for preselection you have ever seeffrevor was the duty member for the Barossa Valley area, and
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he was looking forward to this visit with some glee. My job saying that my association with Trevor Crothers has been
was to pick him up at his home and to transport him to thequite long through the trade union movement. As a young
branch meeting, which was being held in a pub somewhergrade union official, | found Trevor very helpful. | particularly

| went to pick him up and he said, ‘Son, come in and haveemember a very big dispute that he and | were involved in
a drink before we go.’ Trevor liked a wee drop, as we allat Joe White Maltings down at Port Adelaide. Trevor took the
know. He poured himself a large tumbler full of port and responsibility for that case because, | think, he was President
leant on a fold-down sideboard in his room to have this drinkof the Trades and Labor Council at the time of this very nasty
before we went on our way. His enormous weight was suchlispute that lasted for some weeks. We were involved in
that he made the sideboard collapse, and the glass of wine anking sure that money was available to the families
the bottle went all over Trevor and the room, but he was noinvolved in this very big dispute. | learnt a lot from Trevor
deterred. He said, ‘That's all right’ and got himself anotherover the years and | will miss him. We had many discussions,
tumbler—I think it was a jam jar—and we finished the drink. mainly of an industrial nature and about the need for reform
We then proceeded to the Barossa Valley, stopping foin the industrial relations area. Trevor, in a way, was our
refreshment once or twice on the way and once or twice osecret weapon in the Industrial Commission. Quite often the

the way back! It was a memorable event. commissioners would be very pleased to agree to whatever
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: he said because they could not work out what he was saying.
TheHon. J.0. HILL: | was not drinking, | can assure | yould always threaten to bring Trevor to an industrial

you. But the Hon. Trevor Crot.hers cer}ainly diq enjoyadrink.dispu»[e as my assistant when | had carriage of a case. He
M.ember's'have mentioned his great interest in history and CHroved very helpful. | do remember (and | think that it was
things military and sport. He was also something of a mysticihe joe White Maltings case) when Trevor talked with some
He had second sight. | remember once sitting in my office in.onyiction about the Christopher Columbus clause—I think
the party office, when Trevor came in to have a talk to m&t\yas on Christmas Eve—for some 1% hours. When we got
and decided he wanted to have a cigarette. | said, "Trevor,dt of the commission—and, | might say, we were successful
would appreciate it if you didn’t. | get bronchitis.” He told me q¢ only in getting people back to work but also in finishing
that he knew this because he could see itin my aura! He Wage strike—I| asked him to explain to me, as a relatively new
very certain that this was the case. advocate, what the Christopher Columbus clause was about.
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: Trevor told me that he had made it up on the spot and that,
TheHon. J.D. HILL: My cough also helped! Buthe told in fact, it did not exist. He said to me, ‘You have to remem-
me that it was my aura that gave it away. There are memayer, girl, that if you are going to appear in the Industrial
rable stories about Trevor's second sight. He certainly wagommission you must take on the persona of an actor. It is
one of the great characters of the Labor movement and a gregéry important that you get your acting skills as well as your

character of this parliament. | thought it was sad that he lefihdustrial know-how together if you want to be successful.’
the Labor Party under whatever circumstances and for

whatever reasons. | thought it was sad and regretted his doing | ¢0uld tell a number of stories about some of the indus-

that. I certainly mourn his passing and pass on my condoll: al disputes with which | have been involved with Trevor.
lences to his family and friends. ike the member for Kaurna and the minister, | was very sad

when Trevor did make the decision to leave the Labor Party.
Mr McEWEN (Mount Gambier): My early days in this I did not have any preselection or factional reasons for being
place were much the richer for the fact that | spent some tim@SSociated with Trevor, unlike most of my colleagues, but |
in the Hon. Trevor Crothers’ company. He was a wonderfuf€rtainly did appreciate his knowledge and also his dedication
man who was so prepared to listen and to explore issues witR the members of the Liquor Trades Union, and certainly to
you. Indeed, he was so well read that I think he was of 4" Trades and Labor Council in general. | will miss him
generation that we do not see now. Television has taken aw&ijeatly and | do hope that his family will have the benefit of

from the modern generation that skill to read and to underknowing that Trevor was held in very strong regard by many
stand. people in the Labor Party.

The most amusing incident | can recall was when | asked
him a question one afternoon about a particular matter and he TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): |, too, support the
said that he was discussing that very matter in the chambe@notion of condolence to the Hon. Trevor Crothers, our
in the next few minutes and | should go into the chamber anébrmer colleague in the Legislative Council. Trevor was
listen to him. He said that he would catch me for a drinkappointed to the Legislative Council some two years before
afterwards and we would talk about it. So | went into thel came into this house, but he was one of the very first Labor
chamber and listened to the speech. But then | hid for 2anembers of the government of the day to offer a welcome to
hours, seeking outlansard, desperately hoping that their me into this parliament. | have listened to all the other
translation would mean that | would have some understandingpntributions and much of what | would say about Trevor has
of what he said! already been said. Certainly, in my meeting with Trevor at

| think most members have had that experience. We oftethat early stage, | learned that what | believed was my
nodded, and you would see a frown come over his face, sigasonably acute sense of understanding accents would need
you would suddenly shake your head, thinking ‘I had that onéo be improved somewhat in order to hold a conversation with
completely wrong. That notwithstanding, Trevor was aTrevor. He certainly had a very strong Irish accent that was
wonderful character and one of those colourful individualsvery tricky. Trevor was an articulate and well-read man. He
we will see less of in the future. The man will be greatly would often come up to me when we were having discussions

missed. about a range of subjects and offer some very unique story
of Scottish history. That, I think, was just to show me that he
TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Social Justice): | did not have a bias to any of the other countries across the

would like to contribute to this condolence motion today inborders in which he had lived over the years.



Tuesday 16 July 2002 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 809

Trevor, as we all know, made very strong representatiomas such a very short time from when he left this place until
on behalf of constituencies throughout this state during hikis death. That is a great disappointment for us all.
time in the parliament. Certainly, his contributions are now Itis sad that he has missed out on a chunk of his life when
part of the history of this state. | cannot say that Trevor wasie could have had the opportunity after retiring from the
either friend or foe, but he was a colleague for whom | hadgarliament to have more time with his family. He was so
a great deal of respect. Itis that respect and my condolencesoud of all his children and grandchildren. He just loved
| offer to the friends and the family of the Hon. Trevor them dearly and so often spoke about them passionately. | am

Crothers. sad that he has left us. | think he does leave a very special
o place in the hearts of us all, for some of us a little more
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): | pecause we have known him longer and had that intimacy

would like also to speak briefly to the condolence motion. lwith him over a period of time.

certainly agree with everything that has been said. The Hon. Like other members before me, | conclude by expressing
Trevor Crothers was a true character, a folk hero and a persey condolences to all his family. I thank him for the role he
with great intellect and charm. | guess that, one way oplayed in the parliament and also for the great chunk of time
another, I have known him for more than 30 years, initiallythat he spent representing working-class trade union people
through mum and dad but more so when | came back fromefore he came into the parliament.

Kadina in about, | think, 1986. As has been already said by

the Deputy Premier and others, Trevor obviously had avery Mr SCALZI (Hartley): |, too, rise to speak to this
significant and powerful position within the ALP. | think he condolence motion for Trevor Crothers. Unlike members
exercised that with not only great authority but also strongpposite, | did not know Trevor for 20 or 30 years. However,
discipline. in the last nine years | got to know Trevor not only as a

I well remember a whole range of opportunities andmember of the Legislative Council but also as a friend and
discussions that | had with Trevor. The Deputy Premier was constituent of mine, as he lived at Campbelltown. Indeed,
too bashful to talk about one, or more than one, occasion athad to represent him on a couple of occasions, and he felt
the Polish Club, when we were lined up with Mick Young passionate about—
drinking slivovitz. Even the Poles were astounded at how TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Tell us about the tree branches.
many Trevor was able to drink. | think the Deputy Premier  Mr SCALZI: The member for Spence rightly recounts the
got knocked out at about three; the member for Enfield aproblem with certain tree branches. Along with others, | made
about two and a half; and | think | got through one and arepresentations on his behalf because—rightly, as he saw it—
quarter. | do not think Trevor would mind my saying that heit was a problem and it had to be dealt with. A lot of members
got to about 28 before they were able to draw the line. It watiave talked about Trevor's extensive knowledge, great
not a bad session! | hasten to add he did not drive home thaitellect, and his knowledge of history and sport. One thing
evening. that really comes to mind—and | was privileged to be at the

Trevor was a very proud man. | did some training and rarservice yesterday—is that he was a great listener. When you
in a couple of marathons when | returned from the countrytalked to his family members yesterday, they recognised you,
He would always tell me about his long-distance running. leven though they had not even seen you before. Itis therefore
would look at him with surprise in my eyes and he wouldobvious that Trevor took seriously the relationships he had
grab me by the arm, as if to ensure | was not having anyith everyone, and he would recount those to his family. |
doubt about what he used to do and his exploits as a boxemas very therefore much touched by his daughter when she
and so on. said, ‘He often spoke about you. You were on the other side,

Itis more than obvious and very genuine that members obut he thought you were a good bloke.” My condolences go
both sides of the house feel deeply and warmly about Trevado his children Cheryl, Linda, Maureen and Tina; to his sons-
Crothers. That is a very good thing. We may have outn-law, Robert, Andy and Anthony; to his grandchildren
disagreements and disappointments in politics but, at the emdison, David, Ben, Charlene, Belinda, Amanda, Bill,
of the day, individuals and characters of this nature onlyAlannah, Todd, Andrew, Fiona, Daniel, Alisha, Jakob and
come along very rarely. | suppose he is a bit in the mould oBilly; his friends Joe and Pam; and all those who came in
people such as Mick Young, Jack Wright and Jim Dunford contact with him, because he enriched those people’s lives.
on the Labor side of politics, and | am sure the opposition has Like the member for Spence, | am certainly privileged to
similar folk heroes. | was working with Mick Young at that have attended that lunch, because it was a memorable lunch.
stage but, even beyond, Trevor always used to say to me thiatvould like to thank Terry Cameron, his great friend, who
he had great love for Mick Young; he used to say that he hadpoke from the heart yesterday at the service. Friendships that
a mind like a steel trap. | think that was Trevor’s descriptionTrevor has made across politics should really be valued,
of the great intellect of Mick, but Trevor had that enormousbecause he took them seriously. He stood as a Labour
intellect as well. They used it in different ways. Independent at the last election, and many would remember

The Minister for Environment and Conservation perhapghe slogan to ‘put the U back in Labor’. Perhaps he was really
described a characteristic that sometimes happens, not all teaying that the Labor had never come out of the Trevor
time but sometimes, when union secretaries come into th€rothers. He did what he did because he believed that it was
parliament. It takes some time to adjust to that different rolén the best interests of South Australia, and | am sure that he
and Trevor, like others before him, had his challenges witlalways acted in the best interests of those less fortunate than
respect to that. we.

As individuals, we all are much richer for knowing a | believe that Trevor was a true Labor believer, and he
person such as Trevor Crothers; for having had the opportunibelieved more in the faith than the religion of politics. He was
ty to share debates with him; and for having had discussioralso a true democratic socialist and, although | might disagree
with him. We will not see his type again, | suspect, in a hurrywith some of the philosophy, | had no choice but to respect
Itis very sad, as has already been said by the Premier, thatsbmeone who is committed to that belief.
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MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): Very briefly, | had not As we know, Trevor was very proud of his Irish heritage
known Trevor before | entered parliament. | spent quite a biand, as has been said by many of my colleagues on the Labor
of my time speaking to Trevor in the bar. | have spent a loside, he was enormously proud of his traditional roots, well
of my time talking to people of non-English speaking based in the industrial wing of the Labor movement. | do not
background. In speaking with Trevor, | found it extremely believe that he ever lost that pride. Trevor was a shop steward
difficult to understand what he was saying, so | used to no@nd then President of the Liquor Trades Union, and he was
and smile a lot. That was the extent of our conversations very efficient (as | understand it) union official, and many
However, he had worked with a relative of mine at theof my Labor colleagues may be interested to know that the
brewery, and he always asked me how he was. | think | haHoteliers who dealt with Trevor still pay tribute to the way in
told him on several occasions that he had died a long timehich he operated when he was involved with the union. | am
ago, but that was always the opening point of our conversaeld that they were always well aware that he did have, and
tion. could use, substantial political clout, that he was always very

Trevor always used to have something to say at our caucugrong and articulate, but they were particularly worried when
meetings. | used to sit at the opposite end of the table arithe voice levels dropped a little, because they knew that was
listen very attentively, but | do not think | ever understoodwhen he was being honest and fair but would get the results
anything that Trevor had said. It was interesting the day thahat he was seeking. And | am told that he was quite fearless
Trevor announced to caucus that he would support the salghen he was negotiating on behalf of his members.
of ETSA. | must have been one of the last people to come out | guess many of us would agree that Trevor seemed
of the caucus, and | was chased down the corridor by thalways to be at his best—particularly in this place—when he
media scrum. They all asked, ‘Vinnie, what did Trevor havewas reminiscing about cricket and football, particularly that
to say?’, and | was truthfully able to say, ‘Well, | didn’'t of yesteryear. His love for and knowledge of most other
understand a word he said.” So, | did not tell a lie! sports was always intriguing, particularly, as many have said,

| wish to relate one instance when | was preparing to ddnis love of soccer, boxing and athletics, many of which, as we
a Bloomsday reading dflysses at one of the local pubs, and now know, he was deeply involved with during his younger
| decided to ask Trevor for his advice. | had a particularlydays and about which he was clearly very passionate. | am
salacious piece to read, a very erotic piece, and | thought thatire that the many members of this chamber spent an
perhaps Trevor could give me some idea of how to talk thignormous time sometimes not understanding what he was
stream of consciousness—and | did not exactly know whasaying, listening to his analysis of cricket—in particular, what
some of it meant and where | should stop, or where thavas wrong with the game on an administrative level and a
pauses should be in the conversation. | spent several hoygying level and how he could fix it and how it should be
going through it in my office with Trevor, and | came out improved.
exhausted at the end of it. | did the reading, but | am not quite  As we all know, Trevor had just completed nearly
sure whether | would have received any sort of an actind5 years as a member of this state parliament. He was
award for it! As some of our members have said, we werenthusiastically looking forward to a long and active retire-
disappointed with Trevor’s decision. But | think that he needsnent, but sadly this was not to be. In my view, as has been
to be remembered for all that he did both in his life before thesaid, Trevor Crothers was one of the great characters of this
parliament and during his time here. parliament. Together with many of his colleagues from all

sides of the political spectrum, | liked him and immensely

MrsHALL (Morialta): I would like to add to the many enjoyed his company. | extend my deepest sympathy to his
remarks that have been made about our late colleague, thamily and friends; | am sure that he will be sadly missed.
Hon. Trevor Crothers. | described him as a cheerful Irishman
with a very sharp wit. As has already been said, he had an TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | would like to pay a
outstanding intellect, and | would say that that infectious andbrief tribute to Trevor Crothers. As has been said, he had a
rather raucous laugh on occasions demonstrated to us that agreat mind and he was well read. You could discuss any issue
could certainly capture an audience without anyone havingiith him (Afghanistan, the Taliban, the Crimean War—
the first clue about what they were laughing at, because theggnything), and he would have always read extensively on the
could not understand the preceding words. subject and have something to say. As we know, Trevor was

On the few occasions that | would share a drink witha boxer in his youth and he was also a paratrooper, which
Trevor in the parliamentary bar | always appreciated hisnight have seemed a bit paradoxical when we saw him in his
friendliness and, as | have said, that broad Irish accent, whidater years. He was an impressive sight, but even more
he assured me he would never lose. On about the fourtimpressive was the day when he came in here minus his teeth.
occasion | understood that he was describing it to me as the That aside, Trevor was a great person, warm and friendly.
‘Tipperary lil'—and | have to tell members, that was really | always found him to be accepting, tolerant and understand-
difficult. When Trevor was speaking at the occasionaling, someone with whom you could always have a good chat.
citizenship ceremony at the Campbelltown council he wouldHe did not readily pass judgment on people. We all had
entertain the group that was gathered there—family anttouble understanding his accent, and | pay tribute to Hansard
friends—and | am positive that they had not a clue what hdor the work they did over the years translating from his
had said, but it was always said with a great tone in his voic@ative tongue into English whatever it was that he said.
and one always knew that what he was saying was very We will miss Trevor. It is very sad when someone does
genuine. | guess we have all thought that we have hadot get to enjoy their retirement, their family and their
conversations about the importance of the ancient philosgrandchildren. Fortunately, it is not very often that we
phers, and | have to tell members that, on one occasioffiarewell recently retired MPs, and it is even sadder when we
Trevor confessed to me that that accent of his was the way farewell a serving MP, as happened several years ago in the
which he had developed his ‘unique skill in capturing ancase of Joe. | pay tribute to Trevor and extend my condo-
audience’. lences to all members of his family and his close friends.
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | also rise to  the new laws will increase the maximum penalties currently
pay tribute to the late Trevor Crothers. | wish to talk about aravailable for aggravated assault and other aggravated
aspect of the man other than his involvement in the tradeffences against the elderly, the disabled and the vulnerable.
union movement, that is, the fact that he treated workers itate cabinet has approved proposals, announced during the
the same way as he treated members of parliament. Trevetate election campaign, which will provide for tougher
was beloved by the taxi industry. There was a minute’punishment for crimes such as assault, robbery or fraud,
silence on the airwaves of two companies to commemoraterimes involving torture, and assaults involving offensive
his passing. He was beloved by the telephonists who couldleapons such as knives. The government is dedicating the
recognise his accent immediately. He was beloved by calegislation to Ivy Skowronski, who successfully campaigned
drivers for two reasons: first, because they thought he was thier tougher laws on home invasion because of attacks on the
only honest MP in parliament; and, secondly, because helderly.

would always pay double the fare no matter what it was. Members will remember that Mrs Skowronski collected
TheHon. K.O. Foley: That probably had more to do with a petition, one of the biggest in South Australian history with,
it. | think, more than 115 000 signatures of South Australians,

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes. Trevor always took the time demanding a change in the law relating to home invasions,
to speak to cab drivers and often, after having paid his faregnd she was successful in doing so. The new laws will
would sit in the cab for another 10 or 15 minutes talking tospecify tougher penalties for aggravated assaults against
the driver about whatever he was thinking about on that dayublic officials such as police, fire or prison officers attacked
| spoke to a few taxi drivers on the weekend about his passinghile carrying out their duties, or assaults against children
and they were all shocked that he had died. They were veynder the age of 12 years or adults over the age of 60 years.
sad that he would not be able to enjoy his retirement. The government is putting criminals on notice that we will

Trevor never gloated about anything. | remember after ho longer tolerate these low-lifes who take advantage of the
had been elected that | was in the members’ bar gloatinglderly and others in our community who are less able to
about the decline of the Centre Left and how great it was thaiefend themselves should they come under physical attack.
they no longer existed. Trevor pulled me aside and said, |thinkallmembers of parliament will agree that the least
‘Look, young son, all empires come to an end.’ we can do is send a message to these cowards that we will not

An honourable member interjecting: accept this kind of behaviour in a civilised community such

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Exactly. He would often digress as ours. The proposed legislation will make a series of
and talk about the Roman Empire collapsing and Byzantiunamendments to the Criminal Law Consolidation Act and
and all the rest, but he gave me one bit of advice which | willreplace a number of non-fatal offences against individuals
keep forever, and that was: ‘Never gloat; be nice to everyonwith offences based on the level of harm inflicted on the
on the way up because you will see them on the way downvictim. It will create three new offences:

Members interjecting: - cause serious harm intentionally, which will attract a

The SPEAKER: Order! On behalf of all members, 1 will maximum penalty of 20 years gaol for a basic offence and
take their expressions of condolence and pass them on to Mia 25 years for an aggravated offence;
and members of his family in the usual manner. | share the cause serious harm recklessly, which will attract a
same experience that most members have related to the maximum penalty of 15 years and 19 years for an aggra-
chamber in their remarks on this condolence motion. | think vated offence and;
the thing that struck me most about Trevor was—and why cause serious harm negligently, which will attract a
me, | will never know—his belief, accurate in some part, that maximum penalty of 10 years.
| was interested in poetry, and his willingness to quote at wantto explain this in case it should be misunderstood. The
length from Milton or Shelley or Coleridge or Wordsworth. government, in a whole series of measures, is toughening up
On the last occasion upon which he spoke to me and quotdbie criminal law across the board, as we have announced in

some poetry, it was the sonnet: terms of drug offences, of getting rid of the drunk’s defence,
The world is too much with us; late and soon, and also of announcing much stronger powers to individuals
Getting and spenda. . . asordid boon!. . . to defend themselves in their own home. But, in addition to

greater length. Had | the time | would have. Notwithstanding©" t10S€ who are most vulnerable in our community. We are
that, | share members’ expressions of joy in celebrating hifonouring an election promise.

life and in mourning his passing and ask all members to stand A Pill is being drafted now and, once released, will be
in their places in silence in carrying the motion. available for consultation by the community and interest

Motion carried by members standing in their places indroups before being introduced into parliament. As | say, this
fulfils Labor’s election pledge to increase penalties for crimes

And so he went on. | only wish | had spoken to him then a%hese extra penalties, we are putting on an extra penalty again

silence. against the vulnerable in our community such as the elderly,
[ Sitting suspended from 2.57 to 3.05 p.m] the very young and the disabled, or where a person has been
tortured during a crime, abused with an offensive weapon or
ASSAULTS, PENALTIES attacked by a gang.

Members opposite will be well aware that recently the
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make Police Association (I think just a month ago) called for
a ministerial statement. aggravated penalties, much tougher penalties, for those who
Leave granted. assault our police officers in the line of duty. In the last 12
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Criminals who target the elderly months, according to the Police Association, more than 600
and the vulnerable will face much harsher penalties undexssaults have been recorded against police officers. This
tough new laws that will soon be introduced into the SoutHegislation will be put out to the community for consultation.
Australian parliament. It is intended by the government that expect there to be strong support from the community, and
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it is something that | hope will get bipartisan support in this QUESTION TIME
parliament.
NURSES BUILDING INDEMNITY INSURANCE
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
leave to make a ministerial statement. Will the Attorney-General now support the introduction of
Leave granted. an industry based consumer protection scheme to address the

TheHon. L. STEVENS: Members will recall that on 4 current crisis in building indemnity insurance in the light of
June 2002 | advised the house that the former governmendévelations that the ALP State Council has endorsed a motion
failed to budget for an undertaking in the nurses enterprisealling on the government to implement such a scheme? Last
agreement entered into last year to replace the existinghursday, the ALP council voted 26 to 22 in support of the
Exelcare computerised nurse staffing system. In part, th#llowing motion:
agreement states, in relation to replacing the Exelcare system: 1+ ihe south Australian Labor government implement the

The DHS gives a guarantee that a new system is to be determinedrrent proposal being put forward by the Master Builders’
by government by the end of March 2002 and implemented byAssociation and BFAIR for an industry based, non-profit form of
August 2002. consumer protection insurance to replace the current private
This agreement was entered into by the previous governmeftePrise Building indemnity Insurance Scheme.
without first establishing the technical requirements to meeThe opposition has been told that some cabinet members
the undertaking. The government also relied on advice thatoted in support of the motion.
the existing Exelcare system could be upgraded for $800 000 \Members interjecting:
when we now know_ that the cost will run into several The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | am the
millions of dollars. Finally, the government agreed to an

. ‘ble timetabl - t1o b let inister responsible because | am the minister who, in
g?/%js:,lste;g(])%a € requiring procurement to ecompeegqarliamentjustacouple of weeks ago, knocked this scheme

Thi ; failing by the f t | on the head and said that a Labor government would not
ith ;15 Serious 1ailing by the ormergovernm%n fto C(t)r:npyimplement the scheme. The Attorney-General and I, from
with the enterprise agreement was uncovered after the neyo o ¢ aspects of the building indemnity warranty issue,

government tO.Ok office. | want to again express my gratitu.d?]ave been dealing with this matter. The Master Builders
to the nurses in our system.and to the Australlan NUrsing ssociation came to government about five or six weeks ago
Fede'ranon for acknowledging these circumstances an ow, | suppose, with a fidelity scheme that it wanted the
allowing the new government to work through the negllgenc%overnment to implement. | thanked the association for

of the previous government. | met with the ANF and theycoming to us with a better considered scheme than it initially

made it quite clear that they understood that the fault lay Witr\‘/vanted us to implement but, after rigorous analysis and
the previous government. | want to assure our nurses that ﬂ3;\(Jssessment (not just by Treasury but by Consumer Affairs
new government is working as quickly as possible on th

. X nd others), it was decided that the venture was far too risky
procurement of equipment to hor_10ur this agreement, angl, government to take on, and that scheme was rejected.
$3.5 million has been allocated this year for the project. '

On 9 July | also informed the house that the public sector FrmM memory, | am on the record—and | am happy to be
has a shortage of 400 nurses as a result of the form(_gprrected if that it is not the case—as saying to this house that
government's failure to take any action in relation to nurse’€ WO.UId not be |mplemer)t|ng th"?‘t §cheme. What | can
work force planning. The government has now allocated€PO't in respect of building indemnity insurance is that Sun
$2.7 million for a nurse recruitment and retention strategy”\ianceé—the major insurer in this area that has been offering

and my department is consulting the ANF on measures tjS,_Product through HIA—has written to government
address the nursing shortage. | want to assure all nurs icating that it can cover 100 per cent of the South Aust-

working in our public hospitals that we are committed to'@ian market provided that builders meet the appropriate
honouring the enterprise agreement and action to address tffguirements for the financial strength of that builder. Not

; : ; ; only that but also it is offering its product through, | think,
shortage of nursing staff in our public hospitals. eight brokers in South Australia, including now the Master

PAPERS T TABLED Builders Association.
| am also informed that a smaller company called Reward
The following papers were laid on the table: is entering the market in South Australia. The Insurance
By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further Council of Australia has advised me that there is the potential
Education (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)— for another very large insurer—which will remain unnamed
University of South Australia—Report 2001 in this parliament (but | am happy to share it With the leader
By the Minister for Local Government (Hon. J.W. privately)—to ente.r'the market in S'outh Australia.
Weatherill)— As to the specifics of the question about a Labor Party
Local Government Act—By-Laws— State Cou_nqll meeting, as | am sure r_nembers opposite k_now
City of Payneham, Norwood and St Peters— (I'think this is how it operates in their party; certainly it is
No. 3—Roads how it operates in the Labor Party), the state council is an
No. 4—Local Government Land excellent forum for members and affiliates of the Labor Party
By the Minister for Administrative Services (Hon. J.W. to put forward their views. It is a non-binding forum of the
Weatherill)— Lgbor Party. The simple answer to the question about whether
Regulations under the following Act— I intend to implement a fidelity scheme based on the MBA
Freedom of Information (Miscellaneous) that was supported at a recent Labor Party State Council is

Amendment—Universities. no.



Tuesday 16 July 2002 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 813

HOLDEN PRODUCTION POLICE RESOURCES

MsRANKINE (Wright): Will the Premier inform the Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is directed
house of the announcement made today by the Chairman atwlthe Premier. Given his statements about law and order,
Managing Director of Holden? why has the government not made any provisions for a real

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Last month | met with increase in _police nur_nbers? Over the next four years, police
senior executives of General Motors in Detroit to discus§iumbers will not be increased, other than to replace those
plans for the expansion of Holden's Elizabeth operationsWho retire or leave the department. The previous Liberal
including the export of the new Monaro from Elizabeth to thegovernment made a significant commitment to police
United States. Shortly after my meeting with General Motorstesources, increasing police numbers, sworn and non-
officials, including the international Vice-President of Sworn— .

General Motors, the company announced a major vote of Membersinterjecting:

confidence in the future of the South Australian car industry: The SPEAKER: Order!

that Holden’s would manufacture and export the Monaro to  Mr BROKENSHIRE: —of more than 6.5 per cent.

the United States, which would be badged as the Pontiac TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am delighted that the
GTO for the American market. The General Motors' honourable member, so famous for how he used the resources
executives were impressed with Holden’s export focus a8f the emergency services portfolio—and about to become
well as its dominant position in the Australian car market. more famous, | understand—asked this question because,

Today, Holden announced that it intends to further expanﬁ:’ en though we had to take some tough decisions to deal with
its Elizabeth operations, and the company has told me e mess left by his government, we have quarantined police
hopes to increase its output from the current 132 000 cars pglumbers. Indeed, as | told the Police Association on Friday
annum to 180 000. Hopefully, that will mean changes to thé'nght, we have absolutely honoured our commitment to the

existing two-shift arrangements or, indeed, even a third shihfc’l'ce of this state in our first budget—and we have gone

I have just been informed that Holden has confirmed that ne vyglheegatug::Iﬁvc\)lu;npdre(ﬂggfssors—unIlke the Liberals—who
year it will produce more than 750 vehicles a day from its :

Elizabeth plant, raising production by 21 per cent. | under- Every week we have come in here to upgrade and toughen

stand that Holden has detailed its plans to spend $480 miIIiogIe criminal Iavy to get tough on crime and, as the Attorney-
eneral has said so often, to get tough on the causes of crime.

on upgrading the Elizabeth plant over the next 18 monthi.N

Holden Chairman and Managing Director, Peter Hanen- € aré getting rid o_f the drunk's defence; we are giving
’ Jpjotection for our police to make sure that there is an added

penalty for any criminal who attacks a police officer in this
state; we have quarantined the police numbers; and, what is
gpore, we have gone further. We have also announced a new
epolice complex at Mount Barker. Why do you not stand up
g\nd support us in our fight against crime?
We have also announced a multi-million dollar new
communication system for emergency services, because this
Holden will invest $2 billion in capital and product programs government will be tough on crime. We are proving it by the

over the next five years to meet ambitious volume growth targetg, ~: ; ; ; i ;
Much of the expenditure is directed at expanding vehicle and engir?éag'gatlon we are introducing. We are giving our police the

manufacturing capability to service the export markets that Holde@PPOrtunity to fight crime without one arm tied behind their
considers vital to its long-term viability. While Holden expects to back like the Liberals made them in the past. You only have
build a record total of 143 000 vehicles in 2002, it is targeting anto go out and talk to police officers on the beat to see how
annual volume of 180 000 units by 2008 in order to achieve th Pft you were on crime and how you would not give the
gg’cneom'&ioélggaallerg;ilé%f;cge necessary to achieve a Sugam%&ice '_[he support they qleserve. Despite those promises you
Holden Chairman and Managing Director, Peter Hzamenberger.na.de in the 199.3 el.eCtlon’ you absolutely took t.he axe to
said today that the company was gearing up for one of its biggediolice numbers in this state. Year after year you ringbarked
challenges— the police and only in the last election campaign did you
announce a boost for the police. Let me tell you this: we are
changing the criminal law and giving the police the support

berger, says that, despite increasing automation, the curr
work force of 4 300 will grow but the final decision on
whether there will be a third shift at the plant will not be
announced until November. | have just been given a copy
Mr Hanenberger's announcement, which | think would b
useful for all members of the house to hear. The medi
release states:

he spoke today at Holden’s vehicle manufacturing operatio

at Elizabeth—
they deserve.
... hesaid the massive capital expenditure and capacity expansion
program was necessary if Holden was to move from a relatively low HOSPITALS, OUTPATIENTS
volume producer to a company that manufactures vehicles and
components at sustainable international-scale volumes. Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is directed to the
The media release goes on to state: Minister for Health. Has the government cut

. - . 59 000 outpatient services from our metropolitan public

Holden is already making inroads with the Commodore an ital laimed by the Lead f the O A
Statesman models that sell in a growing range of export market§10SPItals as claimed by the Leader of the Opposition?
notably the Middle East, branded as Chevrolets. Beginning in th&’esterday, the Leader of the Opposition told the house:
third quarter of 2003, the Monaro coupe will be exported to the  The government's own figures show that for the coming year
United States at the rate of 18 000 units per year. there will be 159 200 fewer outpatients.
We are very delighted to hear the announcement of a TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): The
21 per cent lift in production and that Holden will produce claim made by the Leader of the Opposition is false. The
more than 750 vehicles a day and, indeed, also the announdeader has simply repeated a misleading statement by the
ment today that Holden will invest nearly $500 million on member for Finniss, made last Saturday. | want to assure the
upgrading the Holden plant at Elizabeth. house that there will be no cuts to outpatient services at our
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metropolitan hospitals. Without wanting to pre-empt debatewith the highest youth unemployment figures and the most
budget table 6.2 forecasts a minimum activity target in oudire shortage of skills for young people there was a huge
metropolitan hospitals for the coming year of barrier for upskilling and training in that our courses were so
947 000 outpatients. This target is the same target used by te&pensive. It was an outrage. They were some $400 or $500
Liberal government last year. What the leader did not pointore expensive than the same course in New South Wales
out yesterday and what the former minister did not explairand Victoria.
last Saturday was note (b) to the table. This note says—and We have committed to putting this right. In a full year, it
I think the leader should look it up afterwards: will cost $2 million to put money into the TAFE system to
Targets are to remain at the 2001-02 levels in keeping witt/lOW young people to get one foot on the ladder and a good
existing demand strategies. This is a minimum target and not atart in life. We have decided to cap our TAFE fees at $1 200
funding allocation. It should be note_d that e>_(penditure refle_ct_s am year. This will bring in line the cost of courses with the
increased level of funding for outpatient services of $20.2 million. gsts across the rest of Australia. In particular, that capping
Had the leader or the member for Finniss turned the pageill include all course materials and equipment that otherwise
they would have seen that money this year for outpatienh other states is charged separately. The cost of this initiative
services in South Australia is $352.3 million—an increase ofs $1 730 000, and on top of that we are increasing the
$20.2 million or 6.08 per cent on last year's expenditureconcession fees as well. Our capping will affect 3 500 young
There are no cuts to outpatient services, and | am sure thigustralians allowing them to gain skills and our increase in
year our metropolitan public hospitals will outperform thethe concessionary rate will impact on 10 500 people. On
minimum target for outpatient services just as they did lasgrent numbers that will mean that 14 000 young Seutt-

year, and the year before that, and the year before that.Ljians will have a chance to get skills and employment
conclude by saying to the Leader of the Opposition that h%pportunities.

actually knows first-hand not to believe anything the member

i The concessionary rate will increase by 25 per cent, from
for Finniss says.

40¢ for an hour up to 50¢ for a training hour of curriculum.
POL ICE RESOURCES This WI|| have a profoyrjd impacton 14 000 p.eople,IV\./ho will
now find that their training, their courses, their upskilling and

Mr BROK ENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Premier admit  thatfirstimportant step on the ladder to employment will be
that documentation released by the government identifiegffordable. It was an outrage that our state was left behind all
significant police effort increases for raising revenue whilsothers in the skilling of our young work force. It was an
also increasing some response times 33 per cent? In tigitrage, too, that the government watched as our fees rose
documentation, the average response time to priority Bbove all others in the country, and it is a good thing that at
tasking in the metro area will increase projected from 15 tdast this government has taken the step to correct the iniqui-
20 minutes. This represents a 33 per centincrease in waitirtgus fee differences.
time for non-life threatening calls over last year. Conversely,

the same documentation identifies that 10 000 more fines will CROWN LEASES
be raised in this coming year.
Members interjecting: TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): Why did the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | am actually the Minister for Environment and Conservation advise the house
acting police minister, as well as being the Treasurer. Th¥esterday that the government brings in about $500 000 a
Premier has very well articulated the government’s positioryear by way of rent under the Crown Lands Act when the
on law and order—a very tough government with a toughgovernment’s own papers show that in 2001-02 the govern-
agenda on law and order. As we have said repeatediyent collected $1.7 million, and in 2000-01 it collected
revenue from speeding fines will be going into the Roadb1.76 million in rent under the Crown Lands Act?

Safety Fund. We have announced that previously in the Mr Brindal: Can’t you read your own paper?

budget. As to the specifics of the member’s question, | am The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Environment
happy to take that on notice, get a detailed answer angnd Conservation.

provide it to the member. TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
Conservation): | was advised—and | am advised—that we
TAFE FEES collect about $500 000 in perpetual leases and licences, and

so on, under the Crown Lands Act. But | will check the

MsTHOMPSON (Reynll): Will the Minister for member’s figures and get back to him with a full answer.

Employment, Training and Further Education inform the
house whether the government will be fulfilling its election
commitment to reduce the level of TAFE fees?

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Employ- Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Will the Minister for Environ-

tmhentk’ ;I;]ramlngbandf Fu&ther ﬁ?“cﬁ“of‘)ti |W(il_J|dﬂ!]I!(e tott ment and Conservation please explain the environmental
ank the member for Reynell for her Interest in tis Matter, o ,ofits that will be achieved from transferring the Radiation
I know she takes a keen interest in unemployment and you

g " . rotection Branch from the Department of Human Services
affairs in her electorate. In addition, she gives support to an

is active in the community, and she is also a great mentor fo the Environment Protect_|o_n Authorlty?_

young people in their career and life decisions. Here againwe 1heHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

have another promise kept by the Rann government. As weonservation): | thank the member for her question and for
said so often before the election, it was an absolute disgrad¥er continuing interest in environmental issues. Today | was
that the TAFE fees in South Australia were higher tharpleased to attend the headquarters of the Radiation Protection
anywhere else in the country. It was an outrage that in a stairanch at Kent Town to unveil a plaque announcing the fact

RADIATION PROTECTION BRANCH
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that the Radiation Protection Branch is now part of thel846, and now appears as section 12 of the Wrongs Act. The

Environment Protection Authority. This transfer— judge said (at page 255):
Members interjecting: The privilege attaches to the occasion of publication, not the
document.

TheHon.J.D.HILL: It is interesting that members i . .
opposite laugh at this matter. For many years, the oppositioffccordingly, in Rowan v Comwall (the case keeps coming
has tried to keep the EPA away from dealing with issues t¢2¢K). the privilege did not arise merely because a report was
do with radiation, to do with the uranium industry, and we abled in the Legislative Council. Given this position, we all

- : . need to know (I think as quickly as possible) if amendments
well know that the majority of people in South Australia haveac{e proposed in the light of the Speaker's statement,

great concern about how uranium is handled in this state and "'\ oo A K ER: Before | call the Attorney-General, | tell

how radioactive waste is stored in this state. For the first timemembers that I, too, will be contemplating the implications
the EPA (which is the main agency in South Australia for ¢ o inquiry. T

dealing with environmental pro_tection) now has th_e means  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): It is
and the methodology to deal with these important issues. g pertinent question, and | will obtain a more detailed reply

I am pleased to be able to inform the house that, as a restir the member. What | can say is that yesterday | felt it was
of this transfer, the EPA now has an increased capacity timportant to give the Scotland Yard report absolute privilege
deal with radioactive issues. As members would know, thend, therefore, to ensure a resolution of the house under
goal of the Radiation Protection Branch is to protect thesection 12 of the Wrongs Act and not to rely on ordinary
health of individuals and that of future generations from theparliamentary privilege. If we had relied on ordinary
harmful effects of ionising and non-ionising radiation. parliamentary privilege, there was a risk that a report of the
lonising radiation comes from radioactive substances and, giroceedings here yesterday in the media, or the circulation of
course, non-ionising radiation comes from sources such asarts of the Scotland Yard report, may not have attracted
powerlines and mobile phones. privilege—that it may have been defeated by the occasion of

The staff at Kent Town will, of course, continue their the publication, such as by malice.
existing duties in relation to medical technology regulation. | am as eager as anyone here to ensure that our proceed-
But the branch will now be fundamental in the achievementngs attract absolute privilege, and that is why yesterday |
of two important election commitments made by the Laboisought to invoke section 12 of the Wrongs Act. | will look
Party in opposition. As a matter of priority, it will be key to into the matter and obtain a detailed reply for the member. |
the audit of radioactive waste currently stored in Soutram sure that it will be of interest to all members of this house,
Australia, and will use the information gained from that auditbecause we want to ensure that our proceedings are duly
to make recommendations about how it should be stored iprivileged.
the future.

In addition, the branch also will make a crucial contribu-
tion to the inquiry into the in situ leach mining process, which
will also be conducted as a matter of priority by the newly

h - . f MsBREUER (Giles): Will the Minister for Health
independent Environment Protection Authority. In the Ionginform the house (of act?on taken by the government to deal

term, the increased ability of the EPA will enable us to work, " ohlems associated with escalating premiums for
constructively with the uranium mining industry to aCh'evemedical malpractice insurance for doctors working in country
the best possible environmental outcomes for all SOU“Hospitals’P
Australians. . TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank

_The SPEAKER: The member for Bragg. The member for the member for Giles for her question, because escalating
Giles. Can | tell honourable members that it is not up to thgnsyrance premiums threaten services being provided by
Speaker to act as the puppeteer in this instance. In every othglagical practitioners and specialists in public hospitals
parliament in this association, members seek the call by risinghroughout rural South Australia. Following the collapse of

HOSPITALS, MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
INSURANCE

in their places. The member for Bragg. UMP, the state government acted quickly to negotiate an
alternative contract with the Medical Defence Association of
DOCUMENTS, PRIVILEGE South Australia to cover fee for service doctors and resident

rural medical specialists working in public hospitals in the

MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is directed tothe country.
Attorney-General. In the light of the statement of the Speaker The government also increased support for doctors under
yesterday that ‘absolute privilege applies to documents whicthe rural health enhancement package to partly compensate
are simply tabled’ (that is, in the house), does the Attorneyfor premiums that increased by about 50 per cent to 100 per
General propose introducing amendments to the Wrongs Aglent for general practitioners, and about 300 per cent to
to make the law conform to the proposition just quoted? 600 per cent for specialists. Major increases particularly

In the famous case of Stockdale v Hansard (1839), thapply to those general practitioners who carry out obstetrics
courts rejected the proposition that parliamentary privilegeand to specialist obstetricians and anaesthetists. Arrange-
extended to provide a defence to an action agélassard, = ments also include support for tail cover for resident rural
which had printed and published the report of the Inspectordoctors who are currently members of UMP for any claims
of Prisons which had been tabled in the House of Commonsiade in the period from 1 July 2001 to 30 June 2002. These
and ordered to be published. In the judgment of Justic@nitiatives were putin place after extensive consultation with
Duggan in the Supreme Court of South Australia in 1997%he Rural Doctors Association, the Rural Work Force Agency
(reported in 68 SASR 253), the judge pointed out that thend the Australian Medical Association, and | certainly
Parliamentary Papers Act 1840 was passed to reverse thatpress my thanks to those organisations for their advice and
decision. The English legislation was adopted in this state isooperation. They will ensure the continuation of services in
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country hospitals, and are estimated to cost $1.048 million imn expected increase in the number of fines and expiation

a full year. notices in this year's budget?
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): Yesterday the
COMPACT FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT member for Mawson asked questions, and | have offered to

] o get back to him with a more detailed answer, but | can

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My question is directed  respond, in part, to one question that he asked yesterday—and
to the Treasurer. On ABC radio on Friday the Treasurey il come to today’s question—about the expected increase
undertook to provide details concerning the cost of Labor'sy the number of speeding fines in the state budget. This
compact with the member for Hammond. Will he now jnformation, as the honourable member will recall, is based
provide to the house the details of those costs as they relaggy just on a Treasury estimation of revenue but also on
to each agency? In a recent speech the Treasurer said:  adyice from the South Australian police force in terms of

Upon coming to government we committed to a number ofestimating the expected number of fines. | am advised that,
initiatives as part of the compact for good government. Thesgyhilst it is expected that there will be an extra 10 000 fines
initiatives have been funded. and expiation notices lodged for enforcement this year

The SPEAKER: | call the Treasurer. Maybe he can tell compared with last year, the number of speed detection hours
the house at the same time whether it would have cost anyg not expected to change—80 000 last year, 80 000 this year.

less if the Liberals were in office. Unfortunately, | am advised that the police are expect-
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): Well, sir, as |  jng—and | know that this issue is confronting my colleague

understand, the compact was— the Minister for Transport—an increase in the number of
Members interjecting: speed detections or the number of people speeding. | am told

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, that the end of year result for the last financial year was in
I think you may have just misled the house by implying thatexcess of what was anticipated. That is saying that—and | am
we have the same agreement with you as the Labor Party, airdormed that this advice is, in part, from the police—we have
that is not true. to do more as a government to deal with speeding in our
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. If the Leader community. | am advised that this was happening last year—
of the Opposition believes that, a substantive motion is théhere were speeding increases ahead of what was expected
way to handle it. last year—and that, tragically and unfortunately, more work
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | could say, sir, that it probably needs to be done this year. We as a government, the Premier
would have cost more under the Liberals because | reckoand, in particular, my colleague the Minister for Transport are
that | am better at managing the budget and negotiating thasealing now with the issue of what responsible government
the opposition, so theirs would probably have cost an extrahould do about speed detection.
couple of million dollars. Programs contained in the compact Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
include, from memory, the eradication, where we can, of TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | say to the member opposite:
branched broomrape, the requirement to deal with the issugre we to ignore the advice of the police? Is that what he is
of inappropriate fishing practices in the river, which I think saying?
many members on both sides of the house support, and a Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
number of other critical issues. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No. Are you saying that we
| am advised that the cost for 2002-03 is $4.87 million,should ignore the advice of the police?
and the full year effect is approximately $18 million. These  wmr Brokenshire interjecting:
are the figures with which I have been provided. Let US  TheHon K.O. FOLEY: The shadow minister says,
remember that, particularly in terms of the branched broomqgngre the advice of the police.” We will not do that because
rape program, there are also commonwealth and industfye are a responsible government, but we acknowledge that
components; this figure is simply the state contribution for,qre needs to be done to slow drivers down and, as a
that program. | was surprised when I'looked quickly in somgggponsible government, we will deal with that.
of my bright orange folders at some of my briefings for the 15 gher aspect to which the member referred today is

Yaverage response time for priority B tasking in the metro area
words to that effect—but to applaud and congratulate the, o 2% minStes priority 9

government for investing in an important program to get rid Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

of a terrible weed in the Murrf';\y.-MaIIey. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Hang on! Just listen! That was
He was extremely appreciative of the fact that we Were,n40.91

investing money in dealing with a major threat to rural )

production in the Murray-Malley. | am pleased to say that the

government’s decision to fund a branched broomrap :

program in consultation with and collaboration between th 000-01. l’hzr}the. target .for.2000-01 was 20 minutes.

commonwealth, states and industry was welcomed and Mr Brokenshireinterjecting. _

appreciated by our state’s farming community. Thatis good _ 1h€Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No. However, they achieved

Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Robbie, I'm talking about

public policy and a good outcome. 15 minutes.
Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
FINES AND EXPIATION NOTICES TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, but guess what: we've

guarantined the number of police, we have the same number

MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Treasurer provide of police, but we have put in the same estimated result as you

the house with any further information on comments by theadid: 20 minutes—no change. | hope that the end of year result
member for Mawson concerning police response times anfir this year is 15 minutes as well.
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TAXES, NEW racing that previously existed with the former government
was stripped bare and, of course, since we have come to
TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): Will the Treasurer office that has proven to be the case.

now admit that the government has broken its promise notto  This is the clear difference between this government and
introduce any new taxes by announcing a new tax ohhe opposition, because the advice that | received from the
commercial hire purchase arrangements? In the lead-up to theevious government as to the Office for Racing was that it
last state eleCtion, the ALP promised that it would notwas Stripped bare, and that it was back to a bare minimum
increase existing taxes and charges or introduce new taxatiith regard to the resources that were in that office. I think
measures. Th|S prom'se |S Spe|t out |n bIaCk and Wh|te |n thﬁ']at the former government had an Ofﬂce for rac|ng Wh|Ch
ALP’s p0|lcy COSting documeﬂts, which state: employed about three persons.

The basic principles of Labor’s financial strategy will not require  pMembers interjecting:

any increase In existing government taxes and charges or new taxes .
and charges. TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Well, the advice | have

g\éorking in that area of specialising in racing. So, we think it
is important to have an Office for Racing and this government

amounting to over $200 million in additional revenue over™. . . ! L -
9 3 Il re-establish that office. There is a critical difference

four years are now planned. These taxation measures inclu . ) . .
the introduction of a new tax on commercial hire purchas@€tWeen this government's belief as to the importance and
arrangements significance of the racing industry compared to that of the

The Hon K.O FOLEY (Treasurer): No, | do not accept former government. We have re-established the Office for
that. What we have done is broaden the base. An anomafy2°'n9: which was stripped bare by the forr_nergovernment,
occurred— ut never announced and, of course, this shows a clear

Members interjecting: difference in policy as well as a clear difference in priorities.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, an anomaly existed in While the former government had policies of selling the
South Australia. | am advised that we were one of only a feW/AB and of corporatising, which of course is another word
jurisdictions involved. | think the Northern Territory was the for the privatisation of the racing industry, we believe that
only one that did not have the broad-based rental dutjhere is arole here with respect to the government. We will

Members interjecting: with those corporatlsed bodies and v_vork towa(ds the future

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: From memory, the anomaly is of the racing mdustry_ and try to assist the racing industry,
that if you are leasing equipment then you pay a 1.8 per ceffhere appropriate, with regard to policy.
rental duty. But if it is a hire purchase agreement—a different  An honourable member interjecting:
method of financing—you do not. That was unfair to people  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: They remember yours, too.
who were leasing equipment. What we have said is that Wehis is the minister who brought in the corporatisation of the
will broaden the base in line with every other jurisdiction I racing industry, who sold the racing industry a pup, who sold
think bar the Northern Territory. It is a legitimate measure tg the racing industry the hand that fed it—and they well
to broaden the base, and that is exactly what we have dongaow about your contribution to the racing industry, as well

they know about the contribution of the former minister for
OFFICE FOR RACING the TAB, the Hon. Michael Armitage, in selling the TAB.
Mr RAU (Enfield): Can the Minister for Recreation, Because now, as we unravel the financial arrangement that

S ) was put in place for the racing industry, quite obviously the
Sport and Racing inform the house of the establishment of &l that was put to the racing industry, to those corpora-
Office for Racing?

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation, tised leaders within the racing industry, simply is not what it

S h . ' was painted to be. So, they well remember the role of the
Sport and Racmg). In thanlng the_memberforlh|s question, t,rmer minister for racing, who had no interest in, no passion
I acknowledge his passion for racing. The policy with whiche . 204 no knowledge of how the racing industry should
the then opposition went to the last election was to eStab"Shperate
an Office for Racing—a clear difference between the then ' o .
government. What we identified was the uniqueness of the . ' e Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | rise on a point of order. The

state's racing industry and, of course, the great variety of iNiSter, in his answer to the question that he was asked, has
people, both at the professional and the volunteer level in th ctually impugned me by tglklng about the previous minister
industry. or racing and a whole series of comments that reflected on

What the government has done with the introduction of théhe job that | did at that time, and | ask h'm to withdraw.
Office for Racing is to put in place something that will ~The SPEAKER: I understand the feelings of the member
complement what is already in existence as a result of thi®r Newland, but | am not sure exactly whether the minister
previous government's policy to corporatise the racingvas referring to her or another previous minister. If the
industry. Of course, that corporatisation of the racing industryninister cares to clarify that point, whilst his remarks were
saw the introduction of Thoroughbred Racing SA, Harnes§0t unparliamentary in terms, they were a reflection on her
Racing SA and Greyhound Racing SA. reputation, if they were directed at her. May | ask the minister

This government has put in place an Office for Racing thato clarify that point and act accordingly?
can provide advice to the government with respect to racing TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Mr Speaker, | apologise to the
and that will complement, not replace, the activities whichmember for Newland. She is perfectly correct. | was not
currently exist with respect to those corporatised bodies thagferring to her. | was referring to the one before, the member
are in place. We identified in opposition that the office forfor Davenport, who was a dud as a minister for racing.
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HOSPITALS, GLENSIDE TOURISM CUTS

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is
guestion is directed to the Minister for Health. Why did thedirected to the Minister for Tourism. Why has the govern-
minister not immediately order an upgrade of hospitalment cut tourism business development funding of $4.13 mil-
security on Friday following the escape of two patients fromlion from tourism this year? The previous government funded
Glenside Hospital, and why did it take more than 30 hours tahe amount to assist 745 businesses to improve new product
alert the public to this incident? Yesterday, when | tried tostrategies. The average cost per business assisted was $650.
ascertain why the minister had taken no immediate actiofhe funds focused on wine tourism planning, theme drive
regarding the escape of patients from Glenside Hospital, sheails, nature ecotourism projects, cruise/drive and indigenous
referred me to a ministerial statement on the topic. | havéourism. The money output has vanished completely from this
examined the statement and have found the answers to nygar’s budget statement.
guestions are not in the statement. TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am  1Sm): We have notin fact cut $4.7 million from our operating
very surprised to hear from the Leader of the Opposition ifPudget: the only cuts have been to programs that have

the same terms that he asked a question yesterday. | woulfished and a smaller percentage to our operating budget. As
again ask him to refer— the honourable member will realise, there is an operating

o budget and some special purpose funding amounts. This year
Members interjecting: happens to be at the end of Encounter 2002; it happens to be
The SPEAKER: Order! at the end of the Year of the Outback funding; and it happens
TheHon. L. STEVENS: —to that statement. | would to be an off year for the World Solar Challenge, as well as

also like to inform the house that | have called for a full Tasting Australia.
review in relation to the incidents— Members interjecting: _

An honourable member interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! | am as interested as any other

member in this answer.

TheHon. L. STEVENS: The same review that | spoke TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The cuts that would
about yesterday. I would like to tell the house that the termg,ear to have attracted the attention of the member for Waite
of reference of that review are being finalised today, and ke not in the operating budget. He misunderstands: they are
have directed the department to report to me on those mattes8tually in the special, one-off budgets. It would be just as
by 30 July. foolish to be still funding the member for Bright to be the

Minister for Y2K, because the event has gone and finished.

ACTIVE CLUB PROGRAM
VICTIMS OF CRIME

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): My question is )
directed to the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. M KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Will the
Will the minister confirm to the house if $940 000 has beerf\ttorney-General advise the house what steps this govern-
cut from the Recreation and Sport Active Club Program?3Ment is taking to assist victims of crime?
Under the previous government, some $1.8 million was 1heHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): The
allocated to the Active Club Program. $940 000 came fronformer attorney-general, the Hon. Trevor Griffin, of blessed
the poker machine revenue, in accordance with the Gaming€mory, announced a review in 1998 to examine the effect
Act, with the remaining $940 000 coming from budgetOf South_ Australia’s initiatives to support victims of crime.
appropriation. The budget papers show that the governmeff'€ review produced three reports. The first dealt with
has cut $10 million from the Community Facilities Fund, andVictims’ rights, services for victims and victim impact
sporting groups have advised me that they are now concernétftements. The second presented the results of a survey of
that the $1.8 million Active Club Program will be reduced to Victims and the third looked into the operations of the
$940 000. Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme. These reports
. . provide the basis for the policies of the previous government
Sp;?iﬁg%;gﬁé)\{v NR(IJGIHV;” (r':glnclgrffrirrgotchgtecr:g?ti??ﬁe and the current Labor government directed towards assistance

- . to victims of crime.
honourable member correct about the $10 million cut in the Mr Brindal interjecting:

infrastructure. There is a cut across all portfolios. There is The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: In November last year the

also, of course, as a part of that a cut in recreation and Sponﬁarliament passed the Victims of Crime Act. | am sure the

Membersinterjecting: member for Unley will remember that. Among other things,
The SPEAK ER: Order! The minister has the floor. that enshrines victims’ rights in law. The new declaration of
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Sorry: maybe | should clarify _prin_ciples governing the treatment of victims inthe crimi_nal
that. justice system has_expande(_j on the previous declaration to
. o include two new rights: a right to be informed of what
Mermbers interjecting: services are available to assist a victim; and a right to be

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, across all of the port- informed of the existing grievance mechanisms, such as the
folio—my portfolio, | am talking about. With respect to the Police Complaints Authority and the Ombudsman.
specific question regarding the cut that the shadow minister Thelnformation for Victims of Crime booklet that is given
refers to and the detail of the Active Club grants, no, that igo victims when they report crimes to the police has been
not the case. The determination of how the cuts in myevised and includes the new declaration. It is also available
portfolio are to be determined across the grants is a decisigdhrough the internet. A pocket sized services directory has
for me to make. been produced for police and other front line service provid-
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ers so they can better advise victims on services to assigfomen’s and Children’s Support Centre, success in their

them. The Victims of Crime Act permits the Attorney- Port Lincoln venture.

General to appoint a ministerial advisory committee on

victims of crime to advise on victim policy, and allows the TOURISM CUTS

Governor to appoint a Victims of Crime Coordinator to

coordinate government resources to assist victims of crime. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is

Mr Michael O’Connell, based in my office— directed to the Minister for Tourism. Will the government be
Mr Shelling interjecting: providing $4.8 million less to tourism infrastructure in the
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —was appointed the state’s current year (2002-03), a total of $7.753 million less over the

first Victims of Crime Coordinator in March last year, and | last two years? Budget papers for the year 2001-02 and for

: the current year show that, of the $9.45 million net expenses
note the stout approval of him by the member for PlayfordBudgeted in the year just ended, only $6.497 million was

He served for more than 20 years as a police officer befor located and spent. On top of this, the government papers
taking up the position and is now a published author, teach ow in black and white, on page 1.74, that tourism infra-

acourse on victim studies at the Adelaide Institute of TAFE,S

and guest lectures at the University of South Australia Structure is to receive $4.8 million less in the current year.
Mr Brindal: Who is this? " Tourism infrastructure development is vital to the tourism

) i industry and supports 36 000 full-time equivalent jobs,
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: For the benefit of the generates $3.1 billion in expenditure annually, and provides
member for Unley, | refer to Mr Michael O’Connell. The 10 per cent of the state’s economic growth.

review also highlighted a lack of services for victims who The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-

reside in country areas. Last year former attorney-generaly,). The answer is very similar to the one before. In 1997
Griffin agreed to fund the Victim Support Service to expand;y, Kangaroo Island development group worked out a

services for victims in these areas, and | pay full credit to him, -2 for infrastructure investment, but suggested that
for that. The expanded services were to include Counse”'nﬁ%bstantial infrastructure development was necessary for

practical assistance and liaison with government agencies a ngaroo Island development. An amount of $10 million was
non-government organisations. I.suppc.)rted the extension dgeted over four years, but money was budgeted until the
the services in opposition and I will continue to support them, 4”0t 2001-02. That investment in the budget has now

as Attorney-General. | am pleased to inherit these particulagtopped being funded onwards in the same way that the

policies of the Hon. K.T. Griffin. __member for Bright is no longer the Y2K minister. It has
Last year the Victim Support Service set about establishfinished. It was last year's allocation.

ing five regional services. Services commenced last Septem-

ber in Port Augusta and Port Pirie, then in November in Berri.

Earlier this year a service began in the South-East, operating

out of Mount Gambier. Last Friday | was pleased to travel to

Port Lincoln officially to launch the expansion of the Victim

Support Service into Port Lincoln. The Port Lincoln based CROWN LANDS (MISCELLANEOUS)

support service will give victims in that region practical and AMENDMENT BILL

psychological support to address the consequences of crime.

| commend the people of Port Lincoln, because the money we TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | give notice that on

put into the Victim Support Service there is complementedMednesday 17 July | will seek leave to move that a select

by the willing service of so many volunteers. committee be established to examine the impacts and
Mr Brokenshire: And a good local member. consequences on the South Australian public of the Crown
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: And a good local member Lands (Misce”aneous) Amendment Bill 2002 with partiCUlar

who, of course, | consulted upon arriving in the town, and Ireference to:

took instructions from her before flying out. The government 1. Cost of administering the Crown Lands Act 1929 with

believes that it is important to attend to victims' rights and toOr Without amendment;

meet their needs. It is important that there are services to 2. The impact of the amendment on contracts of purchase

assist victims to recover and that these services are accedd property values;

sible. The government is keen to prevent criminal victimisa- 3. The desirability or otherwise of freeholding crown

tion. I believe it is essential that we are tough on those whdgases;

commit crime and | have already introduced legislation for 4. Equity issues arising from the present act or proposed

sentencing guidelines into parliament, and there | am afraidmendments;

| diverge from the Hon. K.T. Griffin. 5. Achieving a return from crown lands consistent with
These guidelines are intended to ensure more consisteffite 2002-03 state budget; and

sentencing for the same crime. | will also introduce a billthat 6. Any other matter that the committee considers relevant

increases penalties for offenders who prey on the elderly, the the present act or the proposed amendments.

disabled and the vulnerable, and the Premier and | have The SPEAKER: Before accepting the motion onto the

talked about that today. Draft regulations have been preparédbtice Paper, the member may need to contemplate the

to give effect to the Victims of Crime Act, so that it soon implications as to whether he is referring the whole bill to the

might become operative. Then victims' rights truly will be in select committee or, more particularly, the issues to which he

law. All these initiatives are intended to help victims of has drawn attention. Then, depending on the course of action

crime. Simply having laws and policies is not enough: therdollowed, the house will have to decide how it would handle

must be practical improvements for victims. Being there tahe bill. To my mind it is perhaps more in order for the issue

help victims when they require help is vital, and | wish theof how the matters referred to in the proposition may best be

Victim Support Service and its partner, the Eyre Peninsulaealt with to be left until the conclusion of the second
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reading, in the event that the bill passes the second readifgined the Army to serve his country at war, leaving his new
stage, thereby referring the proposition and the bill to a seleatife Margaret at home. Gordon served with the 2nd/43rd
committee. | trust that the member and the house understaddistralian Infantry Battalion in Australia, Palestine, Tobruk,
that. 1 do not think the member has been mistaken in hi&l Alamein, New Guinea and Borneo. He was twice wounded
endeavours. | simply wish to clarify from him what his in action, at El Alamein and New Guinea, and was awarded
intention is. the Military Cross in 1943. He was commended for outstand-
TheHon. R.B. SUCH: My understanding is that the ing leadership, coolness and courage. Gordon was discharged
whole bill can be referred without waiting for the secondwith the rank of captain in November 1945,
reading stage, and that is my intention. He returned to the parliament and became the Clerk of the
The SPEAKER: In the 23 years that | have been here itHouse of Assembly on 1 April 1953. In that position, Gordon
has always been after the second reading vote. The benefitGtombe earned the greatest respect of all involved with the
that for the house and the reason probably for the practice hgdrliament. Indeed, | can remember comments made by
been that the committee has the benefit and the knowleddermer premiers Don Dunstan and Des Corcoran about the
of the views of individual members representing theiroutstanding service of Gordon Combe to this parliament and
constituents when they take on their deliberations. Howevetp the House of Assembly. During his time with the House
I will more carefully examine the whole record of proceed-of Assembly, Gordon produced a historiResponsible
ings and precedents to determine if the bill can be referred tGovernment in South Australia, which has been very useful
the committee before the second reading debate. to members in the years since it was published. When he left
In the event that the course of action | have suggested ifis position as Clerk to become ombudsman in 1973, the then
the first instance is followed, the select committee reporpremier (Hon. Don Dunstan) told this house:
would still have to be debated when it was returned to the | know of no parliament in Australia or elsewhere that has been
house before the bill could proceed to the third reading, if thaso fortunate as ours in having the services of so distinguished and
was the intention of the house. In the latter case, the circunfffective a Clerk.
stances to which the member for Fisher has referred, the@ordon Combe was South Australia’s first ombudsman and
presumably the bill would be debated in the second readingnly the second in Australian history. He held that post until
stage upon receipt of the select committee report, and thd®80 when he retired. In the 1980 New Year’s honours list
may restrict members’ opportunities to debate the substand¢e was awarded a Companion of the Most Distinguished
of the report where it may differ from the propositions Order of St Michael and St George (CMG). On his retire-
contained in the bill. Without wanting to gag the member onment, the then Premier (Hon. David Tonkin) wrote:
a point of order, | would suggest that perhaps we would leave - Your service in public administration has been exemplary. In the
it at that for now and contemplate between now and when thgioneering role of ombudsman in South Australiayou have
bill comes on for debate later as to which course of actiorgarried out a sensitive yet most important function with absolute
might be most fruitful. distinction.
In 1981 the Tonkin government appointed Gordon Combe to
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | rise on a matter of privilege. the board of the SGIC. In his earlier years he was a keen
| respectfully seek your clarification with respect to thatsportsman. He played football and played first division soccer
ruling. | was always under the impression that the businesfor our state. In fact, he captained and played in one represen-
of the house was a matter for this house and you are it@tive game, Australia versus England. He also played A
presiding officer. If | am correct, were you saying to the grade cricket for East Torrens and, in his retirement, played
member for Fisher that you would suggest to the house thaolf at Kooyonga. As Clerk of the house, Gordon Combe was
the matter be held in abeyance, or are you instructing thia much-respected figure and, as South Australia’s first
house as to its business? ombudsman, he was a hard act to follow. On behalf of the
The SPEAKER: The member ascribes to me greatergovernment, and | am sure of all members of this house, |
power than | ever imagined | might likely presume. | am hereoffer my sincere condolences to Gordon Combe’s family.

to do the bidding of the house. o
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of theOpposition): On

COMBE, Mr G.D., DEATH behalf of the Liberal Party, | have pleasure in seconding the
motion and express our regret at the passing of Mr Gordon
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): By leave, | move: Combe. Mr Speaker, | ask that you convey to Mr Combe’s
That this house expresses its deep regret at the death of Mr G.2Mmily our deepest sympathies and our thanks for the eminent
Combe CMG, MC, former Clerk of the House of Assembly andservices he has rendered to South Australia, both as Clerk of
ombudsman of South Australia, and places on record its appreciatidhis house and also as the state’s first ombudsman. Mr Combe
of his service. enjoyed an enviable reputation as one of the most distin-
We in this house rely very heavily on the Clerk and his staffguished and effective Clerks of any Australian parliament and
to guide us and to act in an impartial and independent manneras always on hand to help members. He worked tirelessly
on matters of parliamentary procedures. Over the years we encourage the public to develop an understanding and
have been particularly well served. Gordon Combe MC wasappreciation of the operations of this parliament.
a distinguished Clerk of the South Australian House of He authored many publications with this objective in
Assembly. Those who knew him and worked alongside himmind, including the renowned histoResponsible Govern-
described him as a gentleman, a family man, a sportsman raent in South Australia. This commitment was only broken
Military Cross winner and South Australia’s first ombuds-by his enlistment in the army and consequent service
man. overseas. Given Mr Combe’s personal qualities, it is hardly
Gordon Combe joined the House of Assembly in Januargurprising that in 1943 he was awarded the Military Cross for
1940, at the start of the Second World War, fresh from theéoutstanding leadership, coolness and courage’ in New
State Bank as it was then known. Just six months later h&uinea. He was discharged from the army with the rank of
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captain in 1945, returned to the services of the parliament andembers of this house in passing on my condolences to his
became Clerk by 1953. family. They can be very proud of the contribution that
It was this commitment to ensuring that the public wasMr Combe has made to this state in the various high positions
treated fairly by the administration of the state and hishe has held. | am sure that when the history of this place is
detailed knowledge of the workings of parliament that led towritten in the future his wise counsel will be remembered.
unanimous support for his appointment as South Australia'$his place is a lot better having had the service of Gordon
first ombudsman and, as the Premier said, only Australia’€ombe.
second in late 1972. Throughottansard Mr Combe is
referred to as a family man, a Military Cross winner, a  The SPEAKER: | join with the Premier, the Leader of the
sportsman, a friend and a guide to the people coming into thi@pposition, the member for Fisher and the father of the
house. Following the words of a former Leader of theparliament, the member for Stuart, in offering my condo-
Opposition, Dr Eastick, | think that the most befitting termlences to the family of the late Gordon Combe, former Clerk
for Mr Combe is that of a real gentleman. The oppositionof this parliament. He was a man who gave distinguished
joins with the government in offering our deepest sympathyservice in every endeavour upon which he embarked. Most
to the family of Mr Combe. striking to me was his Military Cross, although that was not
how | came to know him. Having met him it was because he
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): It might seem somewhat evoked such respect that | was curious to know his back-
strange that | pay tribute to someone whom | did not meeground and discovered that. It is a mark of people who decide
personally but, through particular circumstances in represente join Freemasonry that distinguishes the sort of commit-
ing the parliament, along with yourself, sir, and others, Imentthey give and the service they then deliver in everything
attended the funeral of Gordon Combe. | must say that | wagnd anything they do that makes it easy for me to understand
impressed to hear of the achievements of this person in manyhy he sought to join the fraternity.
respects. As the Premier pointed out, he was not only a top This house enjoyed the services of a man so thorough and
Australian rules player but also a top soccer player, which isletermined that he was seen upon retirement to be so valuable
a pretty unique combination. His military service wasas to be sought by the government to become this state’s first
outstanding and was acknowledged, as has just been pointethbudsman. Others have drawn attention to that fact. | think
out, by the awarding of a very high medal of honour. this house has been served well for many years by its Clerks,
Mr Combe was greatly respected in the returned serviceand Gordon Combe perhaps most outstanding amongst them.
community and he was a distinguished member of thé ask all members to join me in passing the motion by
Freemasons. For those who did not attend the funeral, atanding in their places in silence.
impressive account of his life was given by a very elderly Motion carried by members standing in their places in
gentleman. | must say that if | am half as good as thasilence.
particular gentleman, at whatever his age would be, say, 80

or 90, recounting for, say, 25 to 30 minutes the life of MITCHELL, Mr G.D.
someone without detailed notes, | will be more than happy. )
It was a great honour to be at that funeral. TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move:

Obviously, Gordon Combe was held in great respect by That this house places on record its appreciation of the services
members of this parliament. Many former members were iiéndered to it by the former Clerk of the House of Assembly,
attendance, and they all paid tribute to Gordon Combe as afi’ &-2- Mitchell
excellent Clerk, a fair-minded person, a gentleman andl am delighted to move this motion of thanks to Geof
someone who, in his lifetime, wrote at least two books, bothMitchell. Geof Mitchell spent 30 years in the service of the
| believe, relating to parliamentary practice and the law. IHouse of Assembly and in the service of this parliament.
think that, by any assessment, he was an outstandir@fter eight years with the Commonwealth Public Service,
individual, and | regret that | did not know him personally. Geof joined the house in 1972 as Second Clerk Assistant
I extend my condolences to his family and record his servicénow called Clerk Assistant). In February 1977 he became
to the community and to the parliament as someone dPeputy Clerk and Sergeant-at-Arms, and on 30 June 1979 he
outstanding calibre who deserves to be recognised not onlyas appointed Clerk of the House of Assembly.
by the parliament but also by the state as a whole. Just a few moments ago when the house was debating the

condolence motion for Gordon Combe, | think it reminded

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): I think that | am the us all of how dependent we are upon the staff of this parlia-
only member in the chamber who served in this house whement, particularly the professionalism of its Clerk. Being a
Mr Combe was the Clerk. When I first became a member o€lerk of the House of Assembly from 1979 until recently
parliament, | greatly appreciated the wise counsel, guidanaaust have been an extraordinarily difficult job. | first got to
and the explanations of the procedures and the history of this;mow Geof when | worked as an adviser to Don Dunstan, and
institution that Mr Combe gave to me. He was a person whowas down in this place from 1977 onwards. However, when
believed in the institution. He was a great supporter of thenembers think about the changes that occurred during the
traditions of this parliament and he served it very well. | thinktime of Geof’s tenure as Clerk, they can only marvel at those
that this parliament is a lot better place because of the wisehanges.
counsel given to it by the late Gordon Combe. We have gone from Speakers such as Gil Langley right

Also, in the past | have come in contact with some of mythrough to Bruce Eastick, John Trainer, Norm Peterson, Terry
constituents who served with and under him during his timeMcRae, the member for Stuart, John Oswald and our present
as an officer in the military during the Second World War. Speaker. We have had all those Speakers, with their different
They all spoke highly of him, believed that he was anstyles, different manners and different ways of doing things
outstanding leader, gave great service and had a kind regalbdt, at the same time, only one Clerk who had not only to
for all those who served under him. | would like to join other work with them in a professional way but also to work in a
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bipartisan and non-partisan way with the rest of us. Sombelpful and committed, but done in a friendly manner,
members believe that an essential ingredient for going intensuring that members were assisted in performing their
politics, apart from, some might say, paranoia, is a slightiuties, particularly within the parliament.

tendency towards narcissism and ego; and Geof has survived Geof is the third longest serving Clerk in the South

and outlived and handled the competing egos of all membelgystralian House of Assembly. At the time of announcing his
of parliament, not just the Speakers but also the Premiers angtirement, he was the longest serving Clerk in Australia.
Leaders of the Opposition. That is a credit to him in this day and age, when people do
We owe Geof Mitchell an extraordinary debt. Of course,not stay in jobs for as long as they used to, and it is far more
the parliament has changed massively during that time. Wifficult than it was in the past. Whilst retiring from the
used to be the number of kegs that were disposed of in theosition, as the Premier said, Geof intends, | am told, to
parliamentary bar during a week, with massive sessions goingmain active in the Adelaide Hills. His being on the board
right through the night, to this new technological andof the Kalyra Aged Care Services and his membership with
professional age. Geof has used his experience in terms of thigs Norton Summit Primary School council will see Geof
running of the parliament, the standing orders, the precedenigentinue to make a contribution to this community. Like the
Erskine May, and adviser to us all, to manage that transitiopremier, | wish him well with the flower growing. | can see
between an old style of doing things and this new technologiabsolutely no comparison between doing that and dealing
cal age and the upgrade of the parliament over that time. ith people in this house. The word ‘pansy’ comes to mind
As I mentioned earlier today when talking about Gordonin a couple of places, but | cannot see a great comparison. He
Combe, we in this house rely heavily on the Clerk and hiss really moving into another field, and | wish Geof all the
staff. They guide us and act in an impartial and independernest—
manner on matters of parliamentary procedure. Often they are zp, honourable member interjecting:
put to the test on many occasions on issues of contention, so ) .
they are often at the vortex or sharp end of controversy. Th TheHon. R.G. KERIN: —all POppY, yes—in the future.
is why it is a job that requires not only the highest levels of. n behalf of my colleagues, Geof, | wish you a long career
integrity and professionalism but also, | would suggest,In your new endeavoyrs. Thank you very much for the
infinite patience. We rely on the Clerks’ knowledge of assistance you have given us all.
standing orders and parliamentary procedures to do our job.
That is often clear to us all.
| am sure that many members of parliament over the yeal
have gone through long-time tenure in this parliament withou
reading the standing orders. We acknowledge our debt
gratitude to Geof. The 11 July marked his official retiremen

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | wish to support the
jDotion moved by the Premier. | have been here during the
hole of Geof’s service in this parliament, and | have
enefited from his wise counsel, his knowledge of the
sStanding orders and his experience in dealing with difficult

from the house: | am sure it had nothing to do with the budgeEitUations. As you know, Mr Speaker, from time to time
delivered on that day. | understand he is now very happy if?€Mbers in this place have the unique ability to create
retirement focusing on one of his passions, namely, flowefWkward situations, both in a_md outS|(_je_th|s_, chamber. Tho§e
growing. Geof grows liliums and has embarked on a newp! US who have had the privilege of sitting in the Speaker's
venture called Mount Lofty Flowers. | hope itis a successfuffNair sometimes need a little assistance and guidance to
and happy new career; tending to flowers, allowing 1 00(FNSUre that we progress the business of this house and the
blooms to grow with careful green fingers, must be somewhdiperation of thls_lnst|tu§|on in an orderly, fair and effective
analogous—although | am not quite sure—with managing/@y- One day—if the libel laws let me—I may tell some
this house. I hope it is a successful career. | know that Ge tories. However, on this occasion it is neither desirable nor
will continue his active life as a member of the Hills @PPropriate.
community. He is a member of the Norton Summit Primary ~ Geof was a great help to me, and | know to many mem-
School Council and a board member of Kalyra Aged Carders. | sincerely hope that his retirement is happy and long,
Services in Belair. We thank you, Geof, for your professionand that he enjoys his time in the Adelaide Hills. | want
alism, good humour and, most of all, good advice. sincerely to thank him for his contribution to the South
Australian parliament in the many areas in which he has

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): It ~ served. He is well known and recognised in parliaments
certainly gives me a great deal of pleasure to support tharound the world. | know that they have appreciated the
Premier's comments of appreciation for Geof Mitchell. Geofknowledge they have gained from Geof’s visit to many of
was a career public servant, serving with the Commonwealtthose parliaments. | am sure that Geof has many happy
Public Service from 1964 to 1972. He joined the Southmemories of those visits and his time in this chamber. | want
Australian House of Assembly in the capacity of Secondagain to thank him for his support and the assistance he has
Clerk Assistant but became the Clerk of the House ofprovided me. | hope the rest of his active life is fruitful for
Assembly on 30 June 1979. As the Premier said, he officiallhim and his family.
retired from that position on 11 July.

| put on the record my appreciation, and that of many TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | would like briefly to
others, for the amount of assistance Geof and his staff hawacknowledge the services of our former Clerk. | pay tribute
given to us all when we first came into this place and then omot only to our former Clerk but also to any Clerk. If they do
an ongoing basis—because some are slower learners thaat eventually suffer from industrial deafness—because
others. | got to know Geof quite well over the years, butpeople in the chair like me tend to bellow and then on comes
particularly when | became leader of the house in 1998. the amplification system and propels them onto North
always found Geof to be extremely helpful in assisting us allTerrace—they probably suffer from other things, because
to understand what sometimes are intricate dealings withithey are always at the beck and call of members. They have
the house. All our dealings with him have been professionato be impartial.
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On the positive side, they would be the repositories ofhould enjoy the Adelaide Hills, as well as the Fleurieu
great wisdom, because, listening to the debate in here f&?eninsula, the electorate of Mawson. Yes, they do make some
many years, they would have had to accumulate a lot ofice white wines in the Adelaide Hills. However, knowing
wisdom and knowledge on a range of subjects. Mr Speakethat Geof likes a good, bold, gutsy red shiraz, he is welcome
if you believe that, you will believe anything! To describe to come to the electorate of McLaren Vale, just over the hill
Geof Mitchell as a professional would be the most approprifrom him. If | see Mr Mitchell in the area, | would love to
ate term to use. He was always professional, fair-minded arlgave a drink with him. In future, any member who sees him
carried out his duties in an exemplary way. | wish him all theshould buy him a drink for the commitment he has made to
best in whatever he chooses to do in the future. | would likais over a long period of time. | wish him all the best and
to ensure that he receives regular copiesHahsard to  congratulate him on being an exceptionally professional
remind him of what he is missing in his retirement. | wish Clerk of the House of Assembly in South Australia.

Geof well and thank him for his service to this parliament.
Mr HANNA (Mitchéll): | rise to support the Premier’s

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Itis a pleasure torise motion to place on record the appreciation of the services
and support this motion on the retirement of Geof Mitchellrendered by the former Clerk, Mr Geof Mitchell. Is it not
as Clerk of the House of Assembly. | will be very brief; like extraordinary that in the 21st century we give the title Clerk
any member, | could talk for a long time about the way | ap-to the person who manages the administrative business of this
preciate Mr Mitchell’s commitment to us all. When it comes chamber to support our work? Going back a few hun-
to staff throughout the parliament, there is an ethos of profesdred years, somebody who was a Clerk—a clerical person—
sionalism, commitment and a duty of care. There is also theould have been a particularly well educated and learned
care that staff show members of parliament—often the stafferson in English society. | make the reference to English
would show us more care than we them. That professionasociety, because of course we draw our traditions, customs
ism—that ethos—has to filter through from those people whand still our parliamentary language from the Westminster
have had leadership positions over a period of time. tradition.

Of course, in our house, | congratulate Geof Mitchell, the These days, although anyone who works in an office could
Clerk heading up that professionalism on the way in whictbe called a clerical worker, we still retain that title of Clerk
he developed and nurtured it over a period of time. | knowfor the person who manages so much of the administration
that things augur well for the future with whoever may havein this building. There are other parliaments that give other
the privilege of being the Clerk of the House of Assembly (ortitles—such as ‘executive officer’ or ‘manager—to the Clerk
indeed holding any senior position there), and | believe thaand, in fact, | think that is more appropriate.
it is a privilege because it is a responsible position. The Members here well know that so much of what goes on in
community probably does not understand the workings of itthis building is, unfortunately, the subject of trivial pursuits,
| am sure. You can be in this house for a long time and stilbickering and petty politicking, not only among the members
not know all about this house. However, if one needed t@f parliament but also throughout the building. This is the
know something it was always just a matter of going to Geokcenario with which Geof Mitchell has had to contend and
Mitchell and getting an answer. If one was a new memberhas had to rise above. It has been his duty, not only in this
it could be quite intimidating at times, even though onechamber but also in the building as a whole, to make order
received support from one’s own colleagues. Geof Mitchelbut of the chaos and to manage the competing interests. | say
was able to assist us there. this in respect of a workplace that is probably the very last

I can recall Geof’s doing that when [ first came into this place to be reformed, to be dragged into the 20th century, let
place in 1993. Then when you have an opportunity to be alone the 21st century. From what | have seen over the last
minister, you again have to learn a whole lot. At times, therdive years, the staff here are not particularly well treated or
are issues that you forget or do not understand. You coulboked after in some respects, and it has needed the leader-
always go to Geof Mitchell and quickly get the right answer,ship of the Clerk to pull people together and get them
and you would know that you would look professional working cooperatively when, in many cases, the conditions
yourself as a member of parliament. that people have to put up with here are nothing like one

Of course, mention was made of sitting hours. Howeverywould experience anywhere else in the work force. | com-
we forget that, when we are sitting—and even when we leaveend the Clerk for having done a good job in rising above all
this house—senior members who are responsible for themat.
management of this house are here for many hours after we, | wanted particularly to pay tribute to Geof Mitchell, who
and they are also here again very early in the morning. Geo§pent 23 years as Clerk, because | worked with him, and
| am sure that you will be used to getting up early to tend thethers, on the select committee inquiring into the procedures
flowers and get to markets. You will also be nurturing thoseof the parliament, which deliberated last year. The Clerk at
flowers late at night. the time, Mr Mitchell, served as secretary to that committee,

I must also congratulate you on being one of the fewand | was a member of the committee. | was then (and still
people | have seen who has been able to make a decisiondam) quite passionate about reforming the procedures of the
change career path at what | see as the right time; sonparliament. | was deeply impressed by the advice and
people hang on forever. These days you have an opportunignowledge of Geof Mitchell in his contribution as Clerk and
to be able to take on different career paths. | hope this onas adviser to that committee. It is a matter of regret that it is
will be financially successful for you, Geof. However, beingyet another body which was reviewing the procedures of this
a farmer myself, | know that, no matter what else you haveplace which has been shunted off to gather dust on the
done in life, when you can get out there in the real world shelves. The committee delivered an interim report, and that
with the environment around you and you can get your handwas the last we heard of it. | am sorry about that, but | would
dirty, that is what life really is all about. | hope that Geof like Geof Mitchell (who is present in the gallery today) to
Mitchell can do that for a very long time in the future. He know that there are people who will pick up the work of
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dragging this place into the 21st century, and that particularecord with true sincerity my appreciation to Mr Geof
report is something that | will be attempting to revive so thatMitchell.
the good work that he put in on that committee will not be
lost forever but, in fact, may be the foundation for some Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am also pleased to speak in
improvements to the way in which we do things in this placefavour of this motion. | am pleased that the house has the
opportunity to place on record its appreciation of the services
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): | also rise to support  rendered by Geof Mitchell, as the former Clerk of the house.
this motion. As a member of parliament coming into this! guess | particularly got to know Geof when | became
place in the first instance, | certainly had no idea of the ranggovernment Whip just over eight years ago, because it was
of work which was involved, which was carried out and at that stage that | really needed to have some understanding
completed and initiated through the system of Clerks in oupf standing orders—particularly during private members’
houses of parliament. When | came here in the first instancéme—and | certainly leant on Geof, to a large extent.
I was told, almost within the first week that | appeared in this  However, that was not the first time that | had come across
house, that | should look out for the most powerful man in theGeof. Obviously, he had helped me through those early years
parliament, and | was advised that that was the Clerk of thef my parliamentary career, but even before that | knew Geof
House of Assembly. | have reason to believe that, in mangs Captain Mitchell in the Adelaide University Regiment,
cases, that is quite true. Certainly, systemic problems havgecause | also served in that regiment. We did not know each
occurred throughout the systems of government in mangther that well—probably because | was a private for many
countries in the world, and it is very interesting to be part ofof those years. It was only in the latter years that | became an
the workings and to see the range of complexities that Clerkgfficer, whereas | think Geof had been a captain, it seemed,
and other staff members need to deal with. forever. That may not be correct, but he certainly had gone

I found our Clerk, Geof Mitchell, to be most approachable through the ranks faster than I had. _

He made himself available to me in most instances when | When I came into this house, it was interesting that Geof

required some assistance and sought the fount of knowled@s0 reminded me about get-togethers of Adelaide University
that he carried at that time. However, one of the problems wegiment. He certainly had that very much at heart—perhaps
had with that particular Clerk seemed to be a problem offuch more so than I had. | thought at the time that part of the
microphones and petitions. | could never work out whethefilitary training was reflected in Geof's way of conducting

it was merely because our microphone system in this houdBings in this house. In saying that, | mean that he was very
was at fault or whether Mr Mitchell was trying to get us all much a stickler for getting things correct, for making sure that

to stop talking so that we would listen to what he was readinghe procedures were correct, and | would say (and | think |
from the petitions. say it in a very positive sense) that he was tough and that he

yas a no-nonsense Clerk.
| will cite an example or two. Coming back to private
mbers’ time, whilst | relied on Geof’s advice so much, the

The secrets of standing orders are also something th
members of this house probably wander through very slowly(,ne

in t?flg Erj:] WJEJKSA?E?;;‘:_“E?) in the parliament. time came when | decided that | probably knew how things
PV s o could or should run. I well remember saying on one or two
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Unless, of course, one s like the gccasions, ‘Right. We're not going to have that occur; we'l
Attorney-General (who is sitting in the house at the moment)suspend standing orders and have that brought up.’ So |
who claims that, almost instantaneously, if not before hgnecked with Geof, but he said, ‘You can't do that.’ | said,
came in, he knew all about standing orders. However, not a'{/vhy not? | thought you could do anything by suspending
of us fit that bill, anq Mr Mitchell was, again, in a position standing orders.” He said, ‘Well, strictly, you can, but you
where he could assist all new members of parliament. | knowaye to follow precedent. We have traditions in this house.
that certain processes havg changed over the years to enablgyou realise the implications if you decide you're going to
new members to be more informed about the processes gfispend standing orders and literally bring in a new prece-
parliament and the nature of the papers and documents, agént?’ | must admit that he convinced me. It has stood this
the manner in which we handle them in this place. house in very good stead to have traditions and precedents
I record my appreciation of the service provided by Geofthat you can follow rather than saying, ‘Blow what’s
Mitchell, which | do not believe has been surpassed by anfiappened in the past; let's create a new lot of precedents’—
other person in this place in terms of that type of assistancend | thank Geof very much for his advice. At times he must
I must admit that, knowing that we are not allowed tohave wondered whether | was trying to take things on my
mention the fact that someone is sitting in the gallery bushoulders too much, but at least he held very wise counsel in
knowing that that is in fact the case, | am intrigued by the facthat respect.
that the retired Clerk, in his flower-growing capacity, isalso | got to know Geof a little more personally when he
amember of the board of the Norton Summit Primary Schoolaccompanied the then Opposition Whip, Murray De Laine,
I think that that is extremely commendable. | just wonderand me, as the Government Whip, to a CPA conference in the
whether the members of that board have become accustome@dok Islands. The press really ripped into us about that for
to the manner in which the ex-Clerk of the House of Assemsome time afterwards. However, that conference was very
bly may, in fact, deal with the considerations of that boarduseful, and | still remember some of the things that came out
However, | am sure that he will keep them in good accordbf it.
with its constitution. Mr Williams interjecting:
I wish Mr Mitchell all the best, and | certainly wish him Mr MEIER: Time won't allow me to do that. During that
all the very best in his endeavour to establish a new businedame | got to see another side of Geof. He has a great sense
It sounds to me as though it is one that is soul-replenishingyf humour. Whilst | saw the resoluteness, toughness and no
after his having spent so many years in a place such as thimnsense side of him here, he could relax and at the same
which, in some instances, can become soul-destroying.time give very positive advice. He helped both Murray and
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me with our questions at the conference, and we both made During his term as Clerk of the chamber, there have been
contributions there as well. When | sought to visit the otherseveral reviews of standing orders and parliamentary reform,
parliaments of Australia after becoming the Governmenthe most recent of which has been the subject of a select
Whip, | was able to make contact with the different Whips,committee to which the member for Mitchell alluded. The
and Geof gave me good advice on contacting certain persomnsost notable of the standing orders reviews from my point
within the parliament, particularly Clerks and Deputy Clerks,of view is the introduction of the version that we now have
and also other people. He said, ‘While you're there, itcalled ‘the plain English version’ and the subsequent
wouldn’t hurt to touch base with so-and-so.” Again, | amendments that we have made to it which provide greater
appreciated that advice; | am sure that it helped me to workpportunities for private members’ business, which | believe
my way through the various activities that | had to undertakeéo be very important. The present standing orders are easier
as Government Whip. for us to understand and incorporate the ideas governing our

Itis great that now Geof is able to spend so much time orronduct in simpler statements than was the case previously.
his love of Mount Lofty flowers. | vaguely recall when I first There was also the development of the standing commit-
learnt that Geof grew flowers. | think it was the time whentees system in 1991 (just 11 years ago) and the expansion of
| went into my PA Lesley’s office and there were thesethat system in 1994. As some members have pointed out,
beautiful (I have now learnt) liliums. ‘Good grief,’ | said, Geofwas also the Honorary Secretary of the Commonwealth
‘Who gave you those?’ She said, ‘Geof Mitchell.’ | said, Parliamentary Association for 20-odd years. Through that
‘Mmm, isn't that nice,” and she said, ‘He’s given you somemedium he has contributed enormously to the understanding
as well.’ I said, ‘Thank you very much, but why would Geof which Clerks and Presiding Officers in other parliaments
Mitchell give you those?’ She said, ‘Because he grows themhave about the institution of parliament so that they may
| said, ‘Geof Mitchell grows flowers!" This tough, no- eijther adopt or adapt (or both) in their parliaments the things
nonsense, resolute person certainly has another side to higat we have done that seem to work for us.

character. It is great to see him take so much pleasure and apother headache for anybody would have been the
pride in his hobby. _changeover from using slates to using pens with nibs and ink.
I endorse the comments of members that Geof has givel, this case, | am referring to Geof’s oversight of the
very distinguished service to the parliament over many yeargatroduction of the computer network in the parliament
and we thank him for that. He has certainly conductedncorporating access to both the internet and the intranet,
himself in a very professional manner throughout that timeyhjch is of great benefit to those of us who know how to use
and | W|Sh hlm a” the Very beSt n hIS future activities in hIS |t | Confess that | do not knOW hOW to use |t as We" as many
so-called retirement. others; however, | am keen about the notion that we have
Honourable members: Hear, hear! made the change. It ensures that we do not lose essential

. . pieces of paper, as it were, and keep an accurate record of
The SPEAKER: Can | say how much | heartily endorse things as they happen. Also, we can rapidly exchange

those remarks. | join with all members in wishing Geof reli€fintormation within this building and between this building
or release—or whatever it is—because to be Clerk, as mogh oy electorate offices very efficiently—and we have Geof
of you have alluded if not stated, is to be engaged in managyq the people who helped him to thank for that.

ing hell on earth. In fact, | am reminded that Geof was in the Someone has mentioned. and | too wish to mention. the

chamber-—if not as Clerk certainly as someone serving at thﬁact that during his term, for better or for worse, there was no

table—when a wag from the opposition decided to bring t%peaker who served for more than the one term. And for 23

f_he?/iChﬁ;nnbs(; gergﬁgslijr:e di?fcevlygr?ttvt/]ae g‘quhgehtsmégﬂfe?i[;esvtﬁ ears, to hold the office of Clerk and to assist a new Speaker
ty yS. p very time an election is held, to take the role and responsi-

butt of thejokg, as | reca]l, when one or two of the rnernber%ility that that office entails, and to do it maintaining the
of the opposition conspired to leave the chamber togetheg

and, with the assistance of a cigarette lighter, touched th onsis_tency WhiCh we h_ave i_n our parliament, is no mean feat,

WiCk’ of what might be called a penny bomb a’nd lobbed it spec_lally_glven_the ql|verS|ty c_)f the characters _there have

under the Speaker’s chair whilst his attention was distracte een in this chair during that time; and, by making such a
! . mark, | do not make any adverse reflections on any of them.

to the other side of the chamber on some matter which a . .

member of the government was addressing. You can imagine Indeed, | commend Geof for making them into people who

the shock that not only the Speaker but also the table OfficeI%OUId be andbare Lesp?ctebd nort] only I:I)_y those ofhus who ahre
got from the report that followed. | am not absolutely sure'€T€ @ members butalso by other parliaments whenever they

exactly when or whom, but the member for Stuart woulg@ccompanied him in conference settings contemplating the
probably be able to reveal that. way in which the institution of parllament and its ancient

The Hon. G.M. Gunn: Yes, | can. privileges and precedents are evolving.

The SPEAK ER: That's probably as close as we have got It would not be appropriate for me to invite you all to
to Guy Fawkes, | am sure. In his time, Geof has donétand and pass this motion in silence. That s indeed not what
something of great substance for the benefit of the parliameM{€ Would be about but, instead of that, we wish to see Geof
and good government as provided through the institution of? these precincts often and long. I invite you all to join me
parliament. Members will probably know that it was Geof "OW in passing the motion with acclamation.
who in 1980 saw in the estimates committee system for Motion carried.
examination of the budget, so that we no longer debate the
lines of the budget as though they were separate clauses of CORNWALL, Dr J.

a bill; rather, we seek information about the reasons for the

appropriations in the estimates committees. That has con- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attor ney-General): | seek
tinued to be refined over the intervening 22 year period. Ofeave to make a personal explanation.

course, that came fairly shortly after Geof became Clerk. Leave granted.
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TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yesterday, the member for
Bragg again asserted that | misled the parliament in relation GRIEVANCE DEBATE
to the case of Rowan v Cornwall and Others, in that last week
I informed the house that Justice Debelle did not find Dr John VETERINARY PRACTICE, COUNTRY

Cornwall jointly and severally liable for defamation. That ) )
statement was incorrect and thus misled the house. The D' McFETRI[_)GE(Morphett). I would like to speak on .
member for Bragg said: a matter of great importance to the people of South Australia

_ o and Australia but, particularly, rural South Australia, and that
| note the obvious and clear omission of any apology to me 0js the future of country veterinary practice. Members on both

this house following previous questions which were raised about the; . .
matter regarding the clear determination of Justice Debelle, whicﬁIdeS of this house, and all South Australians, |1 hope, are

he confirmed on 12 July, that the defendants, as | have said, weRCuUtely aware of the value to the South Australian economy
jointly and severally liable. of the rural economy.

The member for Bragg is trying to simplify matters that are_ On€ has only to look in the budget papers to see the
not in fact simple. As | have informed the parliament, myb|II|ons of dollars that the South Australla}n economy receives
statement last week was based on advice provided to me P the ru(r;ial sector.l Beef,”si;eep, pIgs, ?alrr]ylnlg, goatsk,
the Crown Solicitor. This advice was prepared on the basi gaca_s and aquaculture ah orkr]n part IO ]E € |\;1estoc
of the content of the decision, the media summary prepargigdustries. Itis so important that the people of South Aust-
by His Honour and His Honour's draft minutes of order ralia recognise how vital this part of our state and regional
which were provided to the parties by His Honour on 21 Jun&€0nomy is. If we do not protect the livestock and the
2001 when the judgment was delivered. associated activities in regional and rural economies, South
The draft minutes dealt with how the plaintiff tob Australia will rue the day. Not only do we have the rural
€ drait minutes dealt with how the plaintit was to eirédustries to protect but we also have, in the livestock area,

paid the damages awarded to her. The draft minutes referregin . oroughbreds and standardbreds. In the rural and

to Dr Cornwall only in relation to the $25 000 exemplary
damages awarded to the plaintiff. The orders in the drafm(‘}jlonaI households, we also have the dogs, cats and pets of

minutes that dealt with the damages of $225 000, and interegqe regional people to look after.

on that sum. referred not to Dr Cornwall but onlv to the | talk about all animals, large and small, because it is the
Y y country veterinarians who look after them. Country veteri-
defamation defendants.

) ) ) narians are there 24 hours a day, seven days a week. | have
The media summary published by His Honour referred tqyeen there and done that, 24/7! They are longer hours than
the defamation claim against three groups of defendantgoy will ever work in parliament. When you are in

They were: parliament, you do not get a 2 a.m. telephone call from a
1. Members of the review committee and the consultantgistressed owner of a dog that is about to whelp, then have
2. The ABC: to get up at 6 o’clock in the morning to calve a cow, then go
3. TVB. out at 8 o’clock at night to the horse that has gone through a

. . fence. You are doing this 365 days a year.
The media summary says that the plaintiff was awarded remember one day | had a call at 5.30 a.m. for a dog that

$225 000 damages to be borne especially by these thr%a N e . } X

: s experiencing difficulties having pups; and it was
groups of defendants. There was confusion between .ﬂ’@hristmas Day. Later that morning it was a horse going
defendants about the effect of the judgment. The confusmgwough a fence; and, later that afternoon, a cow calving
was not only in relation to the responsibility of Dr Cornwall Sitting down to ’Chris’tmas dinner with ydur family and '
but also to the effect of the judgment as between the defam iends, and what happens? You have another call to go out
tion defendants. One defendant’s lawyer asserted that but ,you do it. You are a true professional. The South

Cornwall was jointly responsible for the payment of the ; .
damages award of $225 000. The other three (including thg‘gjgi?;%gt%?ﬁgﬁggg should never forget what they owe to
Crown Solicitor) did nc?t share that V_'eW' The problem is that our country veterinarians are getting
I refer to the transcript of the hearing on 12 July 2002 angy|ger and are finding it very difficult to find replacements. It
note that when the issue of apportionment as between the now almost impossible to get somebody to work in a
defamation defendants was raised at the hearing His Honogpyntry veterinary practice. The returns for country practice,
said: indeed the returns for the veterinary practice in general, are
My intent was to say that—although | have obviously not saidnothing like people expect or perceive. A first year graduate
it—my intent was that each of the defamati_on defendants, if | couldbf vet school, after five years of hard slog, doing far more
lump them all together in that way, would jointly and severally bepharmacology, biology, anatomy, physiology than any
liable for the order. medical practitioner will do has a lot to offer.

Then counsel for TVB said: When they go out there, what do they get in return? A
I do not think that is necessarily how it has been understood bj"€@sly $37 000 is the recommended starting wage. Would
some of the people at the bar table. members work 24 hours a day seven days a week being on

call, at the beck and call of the whole of the community they
are serving? It is important that we recognise the value of

My intention was—and | have obviously very badly stated it— country vets. How are we going to overcome the potential
that the defamation defendants were jointly and severally liable foéhortage of country vets in the future? | would like to see us
the award. go back to the practice of the past when we offered cadetships
His Honour was referring there to the non-economic loss. Higor vet students. We paid for vet students to go to university
Honour then went on to say that there was also a joint antb study, paid their expenses and then, in return, they came
several liability of Dr Cornwall for that sum. It was not until back and were bonded to the Agriculture Department, as it
this stage of the hearing that the position was clarified.  then was, for periods of up to five years.

His Honour later said:
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People say, ‘They'll come and do that but they're fresh oubecause of the investigation that it has provoked, other
of vet school so they can't do much,’ but | guarantee thapeople’—
when you are out in practice you learn more in the first six Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
months than you probably do in five years of vet school in  Mr RAU: As the member for West Torrens says, it will
how to deal with situations you are faced with. You learnnot happen again: other people will not be placed in the same
very quickly. People recognise the fact that you are there tposition. In order to make this sort of resolution of these
help and they appreciate it. After six months you would bemedical negligence cases easier—it will not solve all of them
surprised how much you can contribute to the practice and tout it will solve many of them—this parliament should
the community. Unfortunately, you cannot work for more consider making some amendment, probably to the Wrongs
than four or five years flat out like that. | know of some vetsAct, to provide for the fact that, where an apology is made by
who have been working for 15 to 20 years like that. | knowa medical practitioner or a hospital in relation to the provision
of vets who have committed suicide because of the pressuresf. a medical service, the mere fact of that apology being
| know of vets who have had divorces because of thenade cannot be used against that institution one way or the

pressures. other in relation to any proceedings that might arise.
Time expired. One of the arguments that the institutions raise is, ‘If we
apologise to these people, the next thing we know is that that
INSURANCE, MEDICAL will be something we wind up having to wear in court.’

Whether or not there is any value to that is debatable from a

Mr RAU (Enfield): | always seem to be following or legal point of view but, just to remove that problem and to
preceding the member for Morphett, and | would like to€nsure that not so many people wind up litigating these cases,
congratulate him: | have enjoyed his contribution today morét is important that this parliament does everything it can to
than any other because he slowed it down a bit and I caug§sure that people involved in these cases get an opportunity,
all of it! | know that people inHansard have had similar first, to have a proper and sincere apology from the people
difficulty. He has so much to tell us, so much information—I involved in the mistreatment; secondly, to ensure that there

remember we had the big bang not so long ago in relation t$ @ Proper explanation of what has gone wrong; and, thirdly,
the radioactivity debate that we were having—but it isto ensure that review procedures are established so as to
marvellous actually to hear everything he has to say, so | afnsure that individuals who experience this sort of unsatisfac-
very pleased. | enjoyed that. What | want to talk about todayory outcome can leave, safe in the knowledge that other
is the question of insurance. | know that | have raised thi®eople will not suffer the same problems they have because

matter before but | cannot help myself: | keep Coming bacghe cause of the problem has been |dent|f|ed, the cause of the
toit. problem has been rectified and the negligence or the unsatis-

Mr Caica interjecting: factory outcome that they have had should not be repeated.
' | could tell the parliament many examples of where

| M rdRAlIJ: It’slg Irae(curringﬂzwngtmare:gxalc'gly. In particu- i, gjyiquals have told me that what they were always looking
ar, today | would like to talk about medical insurance an or was an apology and an explanation.

some of the hysterical reports in the paper about medica
negligence costs. The parliament has been considering a INSURANCE, INDEMNITY
number of legislative changes that will affect compensation
in this area, and | think we are moving in the right direction,  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): | want to raise a
as | have already said. | know that the Treasurer introducegbuple of issues today. One is insurance, which the member
a range of measures into parliament the other day. But th@r Enfield has just been talking about, but this is insurance
matter that | wanted particularly to address today is someof a different kind, that is, the indemnity insurance that many
thing that was the subject of discussion on Radio National thgporting clubs and social clubs are currently facing. The issue
other morning, something that from my own personal andhat | want to raise today involves the Gawler BMX Club,
professional experience | can speak of with some knowledggvhich has had to cease operation because it cannot get
and thatis the way in which doctors and medical institutiongndemnity insurance to cover it for any accident that may
handle complaints. occur to any of the riders or people associated with it while
In particular, | think it is important for the parliament to the club is undertaking its meetings on Sunday morning.
understand that, primarily, what most people who have a Thatis particularly disappointing because a large number
problem in the nature of what we call medical negligence oof young people undertake this activity, and they were
an unsatisfactory outcome are looking for is usually notdvised at the annual general meeting that the club would not
compensation. | repeat that: they are usually not starting offe able to continue because of this issue. Through no fault of
looking for compensation. What they are looking for initially, their own they are now left without a club structure to be able
surprising as it might seem to some people, is an apologyo undertake BMX competition and practice on that site. They
They are looking for an admission of wrongdoing on the partan, of course, go there as individuals and ride on the site, but
of the doctor or the institution. They are looking for someonethe club cannot continue to operate. | have raised this matter
to come up to them and say, with some degree of sincerityyith the Treasurer in writing and he has advised me that he
‘I'm sorry this has happened to you: it was an unacceptablés looking into it. He has advised me that one way in which
lapse in our procedures. Because of what has happened, ythey may be able to get some cover is if they can obtain it
have suffered this problem, but we want you to understanthrough the Local Government Association. | have forwarded
that we have conducted an inquiry into it. We have nowthat information to them. I think that, if local government put
identified where it is in our system that there is a failing. Weany money towards the operations of the club or the mainte-
are addressing that failing and, although you have sufferedance of the circuit, they then may be able to get in through
this unsatisfactory outcome, we assure you that in the futuréhat particular insurance cover, and apparently that one is
because of your reporting of this unsatisfactory outcome andery good. | thank the Treasurer for that and will wait and see
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what other advice he might be able to give them that may segain and suffering. She wants an apology and an acknowledg-
them back in operation. ment that it will not happen again. So, | endorse everything
An issue that | raised yesterday in my budget speech ithat the member for Enfield said. It is not always about the
that of the capital works funding for Smithfield Plains High money: it is about making sure that it does not happen to
School. | was extremely concerned that funding of someinyone else.
$940 000-odd, which had been allocated in the previous | want to talk about a fine, upstanding citizen who has
(Liberal) government's budget, was not identified in thefought for local residents, and | refer to Senior Constable
budget papers and, as a result, may not be forthcoming. I ratihn Mulvihill. He is heading towards the end of his career
the principal yesterday to try to confirm whether or not theyin the police force. This officer has been a stalwart of
had been advised that it would be still on the list, and sheyeighbourhood Watch. He has fought for local residents. He
spent considerable time yesterday investigating that. She haas helped establish Neighbourhood Watch in areas where
advised me this morning (and | am very pleased) that it is stilthere has been none. He has brought communities together.
on the list. That is excellent, because it is a school that is iMe has worked with them, often working with the same
dire need of support. This particular capital works progranpeople over and again. As many members who attend
will be a real incentive to that school, so | am very pleasedNeighbourhood Watch meetings would realise, it is the same
to correct my statement of yesterday that it had been taken gfieople over and again who do all the work.
the list, or that money was not forthcoming. Itis in the capital  jonn Mulvihill has inspired these people. He has helped
works budget, but it was not listed in the budget papers, Sthem and carried them through very difficult times of rising
Iam very pleased to say that that is continuing. _ . crime rates in their suburbs. He has been a voice of reason
| want to raise the issue of Gomersal Road. The originahngd calmness, and he has helped these communities to work
estimates of the number of vehicles using this road are beingy,t action plans to fight crime, to work with the govern-

far exceeded. More than 3 000 vehicles a day are using it. fhent—both the previous and the current government—on
just bears out the fact that |, as the local member, and also thgckling and solving crimes, including graffiti, house

Minister for Transport, had said that this is a vital link to the preakings, car thefts and general misbehaviour in our
Barossa Valley. It has taken a large amount of transport frorgypyrbs.
the Barossa Valley Way and traffic travelling through

Gawler's main street, Murray Street; it is a real advantage fo{)olice force after joining as a young man. He told me he has

the people of Gawler, who had great difficulty in negotiating gy ays penefited from community work. He preferred that to
their way across the street. Also, the noise factor of Sem'tra'\?vorking on the beat. He liked working with citizens and

ers moying through Murray street mgde it_almost .impOSSibl%rdinary people and getting results. | commend this officer.
for business houses to conduct their business with the frof{s o< done an outstanding job. He has worked in many

doors open. .~ areas, including the cities of West Torrens, Holdfast Bay and
Mr Brindal interjecting: Charles Sturt. He deserves this parliament's congratulations.
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: Yes. The member for Unley |hgeed, when he does retire, I will be inviting him into the

says that | fought hard for it. Well, 1 did, as did the membery;se to enable him to hear us speak on a motion congratulat-

for Schubert, to ensure that that got through. Itis good to S&@ him for his long service. | understand that there are many

that itis being used extensively. members who want to congratulate him on the hard work that
1Mr§eK|33Lsahr}lt(gllsé|Sg<JeBC$-n$;s 1t did take s sight years he has done, because he is a fine, outstanding citizen.

but we got there. We did convince them in the end. One issug | remember his telling me that during the last federal

that has arisen from that development is that the finish us%;mpalgn he was disappointed that some members_of

John Mulvihill has had a long and bright career in the

- rliament used photographs in their electoral material of him
on ;hat road was a 14 millimetre stone rather than the sev orking with locals. He was disappointed with that. | was
millimetre ston.e that was recommended. disappointed that Chris Gallus used that type of officer for

Mr MEI ER.'On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, | ,;igan political point-scoring. This officer is above that sort
note that there is no minister on the front bench. It has bee

| di diti dih hat th thing. | refused to use his photograph in any material
alongstanding tradition and | hope that the government cafjg .5 e | thought that a person of John Mulvihill's character
address that issue.

) . did not deserve to be put in political broadcasts for my
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am not sure that that is @ harsona) use. | think that sort of use was disgraceful. But you
point of order. It is up to the government to maintain the

h would expect that from members opposite—not those in this
ouse. chamber but their colleagues in another place.

MULVIHILL, SENIOR CONSTABLE J. Mr Brindal interjecting:
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | endorse allthe  Unley will not provoke the member for West Torrens, who
comments made by the member for Enfield. A constituent ofieeds little provocation at the best of times.
mine, whose name and that of the hospital involved I willnot  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And, sir, he is out of his place.
reveal, after having partaken in a failed medical experimentt is officers like John Mulvihill who have inspired this
went on to have a medical procedure. Those who conductegbvernment to take a tough stance on crime, a tougher stance
that procedure requested her medical information from théhan the previous government took. We have isolated the
hospital in question, and the hospital then gave them all thpolice force and quarantined it from any budget cuts. Unlike
information they wanted without her knowledge. This is anthe government of members opposite, we will recruit against
outrageous breach of her privacy. attrition. The former government cannot stand up in this place

My constituent is not after any compensation from theand say that every year of their 10 years in office they
government. This happened about two years ago. All sheecruited against attrition, because they did not. We will be
wants is an apology. She is not after a massive payout fdhe only government, since the former Labor government,
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that will recruit against attrition, and hopefully increasewomen—in a way that is detrimental to their health and to
police numbers in the next budget, if the budget allows.  society.
Time expired.
ALCOHOL, USE
SCHOOLS, KIDMAN PARK PRIMARY

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Today | wish to bring to the
attention of the house some of the promotions with regardto  Mr CAICA (Colton): Today | want talk about one of the
encouraging the irresponsible use of alcohol. We are albutstanding schools in my electorate, the Kidman Park
aware that the government held a Drugs Summit from 24 t&rimary School. In the week before the school holidays | was
28 June, and | attended that, as did many other members psvileged to visit the school at Dean Avenue, Kidman Park.
delegates. | commend the government for holding the summitike many of the other schools in my electorate, what
and for the recommendations which followed and which havémpressed me about the Kidman Park Primary School was the
been given to the Social Inclusion Unit; hopefully, somethingobvious commitment and professionalism of the staff and the
will come out of that. broader school community toward their school. Again, like

Many delegates said at the time of the conference thatome of the other schools, not just in my electorate but in the
alcohol and tobacco are of major concern as well. Abouelectorate of other members, the Kidman Park Primary
19 000 Australians die annually as a result of tobacco us&chool offers not only a broad curriculum to its students but
With respect to alcohol, | would like to read from the also a focus on interpretive and interactive learning.
summary of the Drugs Summit, as follows: This school, its students and its broader community has

Delegates were also advised that, in terms of health and soci@ focus on the subcontinent. The school has established an
costs, legal drugs such as alcohol and tobacco cost the communitgdian subcontinent village. It has built mud huts on the
more tgaﬂti#i%i[[gﬁ%ggé;iti :igmﬁgﬁﬂithgt rﬁ!cw%agfdﬁtg% ”f_iglrl]@chool premises with the full involvement of the staff,
iunsigjc)Z,ognd of this approximately 9 pg cenltmof Ltjhe totallcoétl, Orstudents and their p"?‘re”ts- _The sc_hool has_ dedicated two
$140.2 million, can be attributed to illegal drugs. classrooms that provide an interactive learning centre that

Co .. focuses on all aspects of the lives of people who live in India,
So, really 90 per cent of the cost to society is still associate fi Lanka and other countries of the subcontinent. In the

with legal drugs—tobacco and alcohol. What concerns me.
most is the way that alcohol is portrayed. If we take theelllage gardens the students grow some of the foods and

number of motor vehicle accidents involving young males inspllcefs fr_c|>_m tlgetsurt])_c?lntlnent )[N'.thl which most of us are not
the 18 to 25 age group, | am sure we would find that alcoho?"” lyhaml 1ar ku w |cth_we c?tr ainly €njoy. | . in thi
is implicated. Unfortunately, young women are also encourhousea\t’fJ tsp;o a?: ?nwodls dqi]I?e teor ogi ﬁfgﬁ{?hg?r%ascl)cr)tr;gto;s
aged to be involved in irresponsible drinking. An article ttural | - again, i h P the vill tF':h Kid
appeared in thédvertiser on 13 July headed, ‘Young women CU'tUra) l€aming centres, such as the vilage at tne figman

targeted in cheap drink promotions. Gender benders’.Thegark Primary School. The importance of such learning
have, for example, drinking games. The article in the entres cannot be overstated. In this day and age, when some

Advertiser states: governments are certainly guilty c_)f promoting the dlfferences
Typical of discounts offered are between peoples and of promoting a fear by preying on the
ypi iscou : ;
FREE vodka for an hour at P.J. O'Brien's in the city on ThursdaylaCk of understanding of some people towards other cultures,

nights. these cultural learning centres provide a connection, an
FREE vodka cocktails for women on Thursday nights at Shenandnderstanding and appreciation, indeed, a love of the cultures
nigans at Marion. _ different from ours, and that can only be a good thing.
ALL-you-can-drink offers at The Planet on Saturday nights. The Kidman Park Primary School is a complex school

There is no question that many young people are lured tsite. The school also caters for children with severe multiple
these venues to drink because of the cost and, to me, thatdssabilities on-site in a specifically designed unit. Currently,
totally irresponsible. One proprietor, Chris McDermott, said18 children are in this unit. Again, like the cultural learning
that ‘alcohol promotions were no different to retailers havingcentre, the severe multiple disabilities unit is a major part of
sales. Mr McDermott states: the school, that is, it is not cut off from the other components

You've got to promote your product and offer a reason for peoplé?f learning and teaching provided at the Kidman Park
to come to your store and not the next store whilst it's so competiPrimary School. Indeed, it provides those students without
tive. severe disabilities the opportunity of interacting and connect-
I believe that is irresponsible. | am not a wowser. | enjoy ang with children with severe multiple disabilities.
drink. In fact, | have enjoyed a glass of wine—or vino—from  However, not all is well at Kidman Park Primary School.
the age of five or six. In fact, it was not quite a glass: | wadn particular, pressure is currently being felt by the severe
taught to drink responsibly. Alcohol should accompany foodmultiple disabilities unit at that school given that secondary
not food accompany alcohol. Venues such as those justudents with severe multiple disabilities are also in abun-
mentioned are no different from drinking troughs. | remembedance. | understand the reason they are at this school is that
when | used to sell newspapers and | was really appalled iyrere is no secondary unit to which these adult-sized secon-
the 6 o’clock swill—people went into the hotel, drank four dary students with severe multiple disabilities can attend.
or five pints and came out drunk. Sadly, | believe that we stillThis is placing pressure, as | said, on the Kidman Park
have not learnt. Many young people are drinking spirits, theyPrimary School, and it is a matter that the staff and the school
are encouraged to drink irresponsibly and they are encoucommunity, through its local member, are trying to address.
aged to be involved in binge drinking. | believe that ultimately there will be a satisfactory

If we are serious about dealing with the problemsresolution to this problem, and it will be incumbent on our
associated with drugs we must look at the way in whichgovernment to ensure that sufficient opportunities exist to
alcohol is promoted and at how certain venues irresponsiblglace these secondary students with severe multiple disabili-
encourage young people to drink—in this case, youngies in a secondary unit, not particularly on that site but on
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another site. In conclusion, the school (through its principaland Environmental Health Act 1987, the Food Act 1985 (and

Miss Meryl Davidson), the staff, the parents and the schodprospectively theood Act 2001) and theOccupational Health,

community (through its outstanding Chair, Mr Scott Duval) $f%¥f;”g£ﬂfw eAct 1986.

are to be congratulated on their commitment and professmqﬁ order to support the operation of the National Registration Scheme

alism for improving educational outcomes at this trulyset up under the Agvet Code and administered by the National
remarkable school. Registration Authority, Part 3 of the Bill provides for various
MrsGERAGHTY: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your offences to regulate the use and possession of agricultural and
attention to the state of the house veterinary chemical products. Whether or not a particular chemical
- R product or constituent should be registered under the Agvet Code,
A quorum having been formed: involves a thorough evaluation by the National Registration
Authority of the possible harmful effects that using or handling the
product may have on human beings, plants, animals, trade and
commerce and the environment. Once a product is registered, a
corresponding label setting out a wide range of information including

instructions for its safe use and handling must also be registered. The
AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY PRODUCTS National Registration Scheme also involves a permit system which

(CONTROL OF USE) BILL will operate in conjunction with the proposed legislation. A permit
issued by the Authority may provide for the availability of a
Second reading. particular product (which may or may not be registered), in specified
circums;tancelsd obr under certai; cocrjlditi?]ns aﬂd itis intended that such
e a permit would be recognised under the Bill.
The.Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): Agricultural Chemical Products
I move: Within the framework of the National Registration Scheme, Division
That this bill be now read a second time. 1 of Part 3 sets out offences relating to the use of agricultural
| Kl h h d di | Lo Caemical products. A person is prohibited from using or possessing
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertgf agricultural chemical product that has not been registered by the
in Hansard without my reading it. National Registration Authority unless the Authority has authorised
Leave granted. its use or possession under a permit. If a product is registered, a

L . . person must also comply with any mandatory instructions on the
reinttodced becase i commends sel 1 the prsent GovernmeRPe! 0T the product (as prescribed by the reguiations).
The Bill also imposes responsibilities on a person carrying on an

as a desirable reform. . . i : )

This Bill was developed following a review of South Australia’s agr};%ulltglral busmgzsi to complylw[th 'TSt-rUCt'OnSh regardlr}g a
legislation regulating agricultural and veterinary chemicals and stock/t" OI |ng|; %erlo_ tl at g’lay apply '? re atlohn to the use o ag
foods. As a result of the review, the proposed legislation will repeafdricultural chemical product. Particular emphasis is given to trade

; : roducts that are supplied before a relevant withholding period has
theAgricultural Chemicals Act 1955, Sock Foods Act 1941 and the expired, following application of the chemical product. In this case,

Stock Medicines Act 1939, and provide a comprehensive legislative e ;
framework to regulate the use of agricultural and veterinary chemic € manager mfusr: sup[:r)]I%/ trgje remp@r&t %fthe trell_de p[]oducts_ W'lth a
products, as well as provide for the regulation of fertilisers and stock." .Leh hotice of the withholding period that applies, the particular
foods. hemical product used and when it was last used.

ialati ; i Fertilisers

Agﬂecgﬁfepgf ggﬂﬁ? i{?stlt?aﬂ i\é\”(ltlhoengf,tgtVé'gyg)t,wh?gﬁ ggﬁrtnosfggret_rhe Bill seeks to ensure that fertilisers meet prescribed standards and
of a national scheme adopted in this State undeAgniultural and  d0 Not contain unacceptable impurities such as heavy metals and that
\eterinary Chemicals (South Australia) Act 1994. This scheme labelling of fertilisers enables informed choice by users.
regulates the manufacture and supply of agricultural and veterinary VEterinary Chemicals Products )
chemical products through a product evaluation and registratiol}(/1 1999, the Agricultural and Resource Management Council of
system. The Bill will complement this scheme by dealing with issueg\ustralia and New Zealand endorsed a set of nationally agreed
relating to the use and disposal of agricultural and veterinarrinciples for the control of veterinary chemical use. The Bill seeks
chemicals. To this end, it seeks to manage and reduce the risk & implement the proposed principles in South Australia.
unintended harm to plants, animals, trade, human health and the As with the controls on use of agricultural chemical products,
environment by encouraging the responsible use and disposal Blivision 3 of Part 3 of the Bill seeks to control the use of veterinary
agricultural and veterinary chemical products and fertilisers. chemical products within the framework of the National Registration

General Duty Scheme. The Agvet Code through the registration system, regulates
Part 2 of the Bill imposes a general duty of care on a person whihe supply and manufacture of veterinary chemical products. The
uses or disposes of agricultural and certain veterinary chemic&fode does not, however, cover those products that are prepared by
products and fertilisers. In using or disposing of these products, & veterinary surgeon in the course of his or her practice. The Bill
person is required to take reasonable care to prevent or minimig¥ovides scope for greater control on the supply and use of substan-
harm to the health and safety of human beings and the environmer@€s prepared by veterinary surgeons, and imposes greater responsi-
In the case of agricultural chemical products, the duty extends tbilities on veterinary surgeons in terms of the instructions that must
preventing or minimising contamination of land, animals and plantde given to non-veterinarians treating trade species animals, particu-
(in terms of chemical residues), outside the area intended to barly in relation to withholding periods.
treated with the particular product. In using or disposing of  The Bill also places controls on the manner in which a non-
agricultural and veterinary chemical products and fertilisers, a persoveterinarian may treat a trade species animal with a veterinary
is required to take appropriate measures such as observing latgiemical product. Where the product is not registered, or is used in
instructions, giving consideration to prevailing weather conditionsa manner that contravenes the label (in the case of registered chemi-
and maintaining equipment used for applying the chemical productsal products), the person must comply with the written instructions

The object of the general duty is to manage the risk of harm byf the veterinary surgeon responsible for treating the animal. The Bill
modifying behaviour and encouraging responsible use and disposalso imposes obligations on the person responsible for the manage-
of chemical products and fertilisers. Failing to comply with the dutyment of a trade species animal if the animal or its products are
of care therefore does not of itself constitute an offence. Complianceupplied before a relevant withholding period has expired.
with the duty is instead enforced by the issuing of a compliance order Regulations
under Part 5 of the Bill, which may, for example, require a persorfurther scope for controlling the use of agricultural and veterinary
to cease a particular activity, or to take specified action. If achemical products is provided through the regulations. Under Part
compliance order is not observed, a penalty will apply. 6 of the Bill, the regulations may prescribe conditions to enable the

If the use or disposal of an agricultural or veterinary chemicaluse of particular chemical products to be tailored to take account of
product results in damage to the environment, or adversely affecgarticular circumstances and local conditions. The regulations may,
the safety of food or the health or welfare of members of thefor example, restrict the use of a particular chemical product in a
community, it is intended that recourse be made to other relevargpecified location—a measure which may be necessary to protect the
legislation such as thenvironment Protection Act 1993, thePublic unique characteristics of that particular area. Or, it may be necessary
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to restrict the time of year or season in which a particular chemicarhis clause prohibits the possession of an unregistered agricultural
product is used. The regulations may also provide for a licensinghemical product unless the person has a permit issued by the
system, to ensure that people using chemical products have tidational Registration Authority. There is a defence if the person can
necessary training or experience. show that the product was registered when it came into the person’s
Minimising risk to trade hands and that no more than four years (or such other period speci-
Part 4 of the Bill provides a further mechanism, in the form of tradefied by the Minister in th&azette) has elapsed since the product was
protection orders, by which the risk of serious harm to trade arisingleregistered. There is a maximum penalty of $35 000.
from the use or disposal of agricultural and veterinary chemical Clause 7: Mandatory instructions on approved label for
products, may be prevented or reduced. An example of a tradeygistered agricultural chemical product
protection order may be to prohibit the harvesting or sale of dtis an offence for a person to contravene a mandatory instruction
particula_r type of trade product, or to direct the recall or destructioron the label of a registered agricultural chemical product, unless
of a particular trade product. authorised by a permit issued by the National Registration Authority.
Sock Foods The maximum penalty is $35 000.
ThelLivestock Act 1997 currently contains provisionsrelatingtothe  Clause 8: Container for agricultural chemical product
feeding of livestock. By amending thévestock Act 1997 to provide  Except where the product is about to be used, an agricultural
for regulations that may prescribe standards for stock food anghemical product must be kept in a suitable container (not a food or
regulate its manufacture, packaging, labelling and supply, the Billrink container) that clearly identifies the product. There is a
will provide additional means to ensure stock food meets nationallynaximum penalty of $10 000.
agreed standards. Clause 9: Responsibilitiesin relation to withholding periods
Enforcement . _ This clause makes it an offence for a person managing or carrying
Part 5 of the Bill deals with issues of enforcement, and includegn an agricultural business to contravene instructions on the label of
provisions relating to the appointment of authorised officers and thelg registered agricultural chemical product regarding a withholding
powers. It also provides for the issuing of compliance orders by th@eriod. Where the agricultural chemical product is used in relation
Minister for the purpose of securing compliance with a requirementy trade products, and those trade products are supplied before the
of the Bill. o _ . withholding period expires, the person who carries on or manages
__Insummary, the Bill aims to encourage responsible chemical usgye business must give the recipient of the products notice in writing
in the community by providing a clear framework for chemical users of the withholding period, the chemical product used and the date it

The new Iegislation will Operate within the context of the National was last used. There is a pena|ty of $35 000 for an offence against
Registration Scheme for agricultural and veterinary chemicaihis clause.

products and ensure that South Australia meets its obligations for DIVISION 2—FERTILISERS
controlling use of these chemical products. The Bill aims t0 550 10: Standards for fertiliser

e e oo Dol of UG gLl and VE(eT s ciause requres tht feriiser must ot be supplied by a peson
’ ging : less itis labelled and packaged in accordance with the regulations
terms of threats to market access, public health, non-target organlsrﬁﬁd meets the standards relating to the level of impurities, compo-

andl the envwcc)jntrr?_erlgt:“t H ble Memb sition, quality or manufacture of the fertiliser, as set out in the
commend this Bill to Honourable Viembers. regulations. Contravening such a regulation can result in a maximum

Explanation of clauses penalty of $35 000.
PRELIINARY DIVISION 3—VETERINARY PRODUCTS
) . Clause 11: Supply of prescribed substances prepared by
Clause 1: Short title veterinary surgeon
The(g:%?gf:sgsomcrﬁ?;m This clause provides that a person must not supply or have in their
: possession for supply, a substance prescribed by the regulations that

Clause 3: Interpretation has been prepared by a veterinary surgeon in the course of the

This clause sets out the interpretation of certain words and phras%terinary surgeon’s practice, unless the person has a permit issued

used throughout the measure. Some important definitions ,i,”CIUdi?y the National Registration Authority. There is a maximum penalty
agricultural chemical product”’, "trade species animal’, "tradeqyt $35 000.

species plant”, "veterinary product" and "withholding period". Many Clause 12: Treatment of animal with, or possession of, pre-

c():f JQ: definitions correspond with the definitions used in the AGVETscribed substance

This clause provides that a person must not treat an animal, or have
Jn their possession a substance (other than an unregistered veterinary
ﬁhemical product)g[)es%ribed by thle regulations, unlrelzss thathperson
: b : as a permitissue the National Registration Authority. There is
\eterinary Chemicals (South éx%rTal i a) Act 1994, Ao aber penalty i 55 000, 9 y
GENERAL DUTY Clause 13: Treatment of trade species animal by injection .

Clause 5: General duty Extcegt in accordance Wltlh a N?tlon?IbReglstra{tl?jn A'Ltlﬁhonw p_ertmlt,d
This clause sets out the duty of care a person has in usin rage Species anima must not be injected with a registere
disposing of agricultural chemt%::al products,pfertilisers or particu?ar eterll?a_ry gggrg'ggl thatis only for oral or topical use. The maximum
veterinary chemical products. In using these substances a persBfina'y IS »5; : o .
must take all reasonable and practicable measures to prevent or Clause 14: Treatment of trade species animalsin unauthorised
minimise contamination of animals, plants and land through "spray_ . . .
drift", harm to the health or safety of human beings and unintended NiS clause makes it an offence for a trade species animal to be
harm to the environment. The reference to "contamination” is irff€ateéd with a veterinary product in an unauthorised manner
terms of chemical residues, and the relevant residue limits for traggnaximum penalty $35 000). This includes treating animals in the
species plants and animals are set out irMBgimum Residue Limits ollowing manner except in accordance with a veterinary surgeon’s
Standard published by the National Registration Authority. written instructions or a permit:

The clause also sets out the factors that may be relevant in (a) treating the animal in a manner that contravenes a mandatory
determining whether the duty of care has been complied with. These ~__ instruction on the label, _ _
include the nature of the product used, the weather conditions, the (b) using an unregistered product (there is a defence if the
nature of the area surrounding the site where the product is used, =~ product was deregistered less than four years ago),
whether any equipment used was in good repair, and the terms of a (c) treating a major food species animal with a product not
label or permit for a particular product. Failure to comply with the registered for that particular species,
duty of care does not constitute an offence in itself, but may result (d) treating a minor trade species with a product not registered
in the issue of a compliance order. for that species or a related species.

PART 3 The veterinary surgeon has an obligation to provide written
OFFENCES instructions about the treatment and treatment period to the person
DIVISION 1—AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL PRODUCTS apparently in charge of the animal. Failure to do so may resultin a

Clause 6: Use or possession of unregistered agricultural maximum penalty of $10 000.

chemical product Clause 15: Container for prescribed veterinary product

Clause 4: Eligible laws for purposes of Agvet Code permits
This clause sets out the provisions of the Bill that are "eligible laws
for the purposes of the definition of "permit" igricultural and
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Unless for immediate use, a prescribed veterinary product must b&warrant may be issued by telephone, fax or other prescribed means
kept in a suitable container (not a food or drink container) thatf required urgently. A magistrate issuing such a warrant must inform

clearly identifies the product. Maximum penalty is $10 000. the officer of its terms, when it expires, what time of day or night it
Clause 16: Responsibilities of veterinary surgeon in relation to may be executed and the reasons for granting the warrant. The
withholding periods officer must forward a completed form of the warrant in those terms

This clause provides that a veterinary surgeon treating a trade species the magistrate concerned within one day of the warrant’s
animal with a veterinary product must provide the person in chargexecution or expiry.

of the animal with written instructions regarding any relevant  Clause 27: Offence to hinder, etc. authorised officers

withholding period including details of the treatment and treatmentt is an offence for a person to hinder, obstruct, threaten, abuse or
period and requiring the animal to be readily identifiable. There isotherwise refuse to cooperate with an authorised officer exercising

a maximum penalty of $35 000. the powers under this Act. Doing so, may result in a maximum
Clause 17: Responsibilities of manager in relation to withholding penalty of $5 000.
periods Clause 28: Sglf-incrimination

A person responsible for the management of a trade species animghis clause provides that a person cannot refuse to answer a question
treated with a veterinary product resulting in a withholding periodor produce information required by an authorised officer on the basis
for the animal or its products, must ensure that the animal and itthat the answer or the information might tend to incriminate the
products are readily identifiable for the duration of the treatment angerson. However, the fact of the production of that information or
the withholding period. If the animal or its products are suppliedthe answer given by the person is not admissible as evidence against
during the treatment period or the withholding period, the recipienthe person in proceedings in which the person might be found guilty
must be given written notice of the treatment and withholding periodpf an offence.

the veterinary product used and when it was last used. Non- Clause 29: Offences by authorised officers

compliance with this clause may result in a maximum penalty ofit is an offence for an authorised officer to address offensive

$35 000. language to another person or, without lawful authority, to hinder or
PART 4 obstruct or use or threaten to use force in relation to another person
TRADE PROTECTION ORDERS in the course of exercising powers under this Act.
Clause 18: Trade protection orders DIVISION 3—COMPLIANCE ORDERS

This clause provides that the Minister may make a trade protection Clause 30: Compliance orders
order to prevent or reduce the possibility of serious harm to trad&his clause provides for the issuing of compliance orders by the
arising from the use or disposal of agricultural and veterinaryMinister as a means of enforcing the provisions of the Act. The
products. The orders may do a range of things including prohibitingrders are in the form of a written notice served on a person and must
a trade product from being harvested or sold, recalling a tradset out the requirement of the Act to which it relates. The order may
product that has been sold, prohibiting the carrying on of a particulaspecify that a person discontinue or not undertake a particular
activity in relation to a trade product or imposing conditions relatingactivity, impose conditions on a undertaking a particular activity, or
to the taking and analysis of samples of a trade product. require that specified action be taken.
Clause 19: Special provisions relating to recall orders If urgent action is required, an authorised officer may issue an
A trade protection order that requires the recall and/or disposal of amergency compliance order orally, which will cease to have effect
trade product may also require the disclosure of certain informatiomwithin 72 hours, unless it is confirmed by a written order issued by
to the public or other class of persons. A person bound by a recathe Minister. An order may be varied or revoked by the Minister.
order is liable for any costs incurred by the Minister inrelationtothe It is an offence to fail to comply with an order, which has a
order. maximum penalty of $35 000. If a person fails to comply with an
Clause 20: Manner of making order order, an authorised officer may take the action required, and the
This clause states that a trade protection order may be in writinylinister may recover any costs incurred in doing so. There is a
addressed and served on particular persons, or it may be addressgmhalty of $5 000 for hindering or obstructing a person complying
to several persons, a class of persons or to all persons, in which cagéth an order.
notice of the order and its terms must be published in an appropriate Clause 31: Appeal
newspaper. The order is binding on the persons to whom it i\ person has 28 days to appeal to the Administrative and Disci-
addressed and has effect for 90 days unless revoked sooner.  plinary Division of the District Court against a compliance order or

Clause 21: Compensation if insufficient grounds for order a variation to an order.
If a person believes there were insufficient grounds for making a PART 6
trade protection order, the person may apply for compensation from MISCELLANEOUS

the Minister for loss suffered. A person may appeal to the Adminis-  Clause 32: False or misleading information
trative and Disciplinary Division of the District Court if dissatisfied A person must not make false or misleading statements in relation
with a decision of the Minister to pay, or refuse to pay compensationto information provided under the Act.

Clause 22: Failure to comply with order Clause 33: Satutory declarations
A person who contravenes or fails to comply with a trade protectiorThe Minister may require any information supplied under this Act
order may be liable for a maximum penalty of $35 000. to be verified by statutory declaration.
PART 5 Clause 34: Offences by body corporate
ENFORCEMENT If a body corporate is guilty of an offence, each member of the
DIVISION 1—AUTHORISED OFFICERS governing body and the manager are guilty of an offence and are
Clause 23: Appointment of authorised officers liable to the same penalty.

The Minister may appoint authorised officers for the purposes of the Clause 35: Recovery of technical costs associated with pros-
Act, on such conditions set out in the instrument of appointment. ecutions

Clause 24: Identification of authorised officers If a person is found guilty of an offence, the Court must, on the
An authorised officer must have a photo identity card, which shouldpplication of the Minister, order the convicted person to pay the
be produced for inspection when the officer is exercising the powergeasonable costs incurred in the taking and analysis of samples and

under this Act. tests required in investigating and prosecuting the offence.
DIVISION 2—POWERS OF AUTHORISED OFFICERS Clause 36: General defence
Clause 25: Powers of authorised officers There is a general defence to an offence under the Act for the

An authorised officer has certain powers in relation to the admindefendant to prove that the particular offence was not committed

istration and enforcement of the Act, including entering andintentionally and it did not result from a failure to take reasonable

inspecting premises (either by consent or under a warrant), requiringgare.

a person to answer questions or provide information, copying Clause 37: Civil remedies not affected

documents, testing products and equipment, taking samples afthis clause provides that civil rights or remedies are not affected by

collecting evidence. A magistrate may issue a warrant if satisfied ithe Act, and that complying with this Act does not necessarily mean

is reasonably necessary for the administration or enforcement of thbat a duty at common law will be satisfied.

Act. The warrant must set out when it expires (being not more than Clause 38: Confidentiality

seven days after it has been issued), the purpose for which it has be€onfidential information obtained in connection with the adminis-

issued and at what time of day or night it may be executed. tration or enforcement of the Act must not be disclosed except in
Clause 26: Warrantsin urgent circumstances specified circumstances. There is a maximum penalty of $10 000.
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Clause 39: Immunity from liability like love at first sight across the tally-room floor, for a
No personal liability attaches to the Minister, authorised officer Orpo|itica| ana|ogy in relation to this po|itica| marriage'

other person in carrying out their duties under the Act in good faith. e :
Any such liability lies instead against the Crown. The then opposition was looking for anyone to form

Clause 40 Service government, and the member for Hammond, at that stage at
This clause sets out the manner in which any documents are to beast, was somewhat of a reluctant bride in a marriage with
served under the Act. the ALP to deliver it government. Then there was an

Clause 41: Evidence : - .
This clause sets out evidentiary provisions in relation to the proof o%nterestlng courtship for a number of weeks. There was a

documents and authorised officers in proceedings under the Act.coUrtship for two or three weeks between the Labor Party and
Clause 42: Incorporation of codes, standards or other documents ~ the member for Hammond, and possibly others, in relation
Codes, standards and other documentation may be incorporated try ultimately delivering a political marriage to form govern-

the regulations or an order made under this Act, in which case copig$ient. It is interesting that the suitor offered many promises
must be available for inspection by the public without charge. X

Clause 43: Regulations to the member for I_—|ammond during those negotiations and
This clause sets the various regulations that can be made under tgring that courtship that lasted three or four weeks.
Act. These include regulations that may provide for a licensing Mr Brindal: It was a sort of dowry.
system for the use of agricultural and veterinary products, prohibit The Hon. I.F. EVANS: The dowry was negotiated later
the use or disposal of particular agricultural and veterinary product t t '” .th . t that th '
or prescribe various conditions for the use of agricuftural andPU! €vENtually there was an announcement that the engage-

veterinary products, regulate equipment, require records to be kepieént had occurred and the member for Hammond would

and information to be provided, fix fees and prescribe fines. ultimately enter this marriage with the Labor Party to form
SCHEDULE government. It officially took place in March. It was interest-
Repeal s and Amendments ina th tint tial t prior ;
Clause 1: Repeal of Agricultural Chemicals Act g they went into a prénuptial agreement prior o announcing
Clause 2: Repeal of Stock Foods Act this political marriage. Now, slowly but surely, we are
Clause 3: Repeal of Stock Medicines Act finding out the details of the prenuptial agreement, and today

These clauses repeal the Agricultural Chemicals Act 1955, Stocih question time the Treasurer advised us that the prenuptial

Foods Act 1941 and the Stock Medicines Act 1939. ; ;
Clause 4: Amendment of Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals agreement, the dowry of this sham marriage, cost the South

(South Australia) Act Australian taxpayer around $18 million. That is the back-
This clause makes technical amendments to the Agricultural anground to what many are calling a marriage of convenience.
Veterinary Chemicals (South Australia) Act 1994. This political marriage of convenience that forms the

Clause 5: Amendment of Livestock Act

. ; . ._government is interesting in terms of the member for
This clause amends the Livestock Act 1997 to include regulatloii d's electorate. It is th litical ivalent of
making powers in relation to standards and composition of stock'@mmonds eleclorate. Itis the political equivalent or a green

food and its manufacture, packaging, labelling, sale and supply. gard marriage. Many family members do not actually agree

also removes the provision in the Act dealing with the feeding ofwith it. If members go out to the family members in the
ruminants and other livestock with a view to this matter being dealp|ectorate of Hammond and ask the voters what they think,
with in the regulations. 70 per cent of the people in the electorate of Hammond did
Mr BRINDAL secured the adjournment of the debate. not want the ALP to enter into an agreement with the member
for Hammond. They never wanted this green card marriage

APPROPRIATION BILL tooccur.
Members interjecting:
Adjourned debate on second reading. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
(Continued from 15 July. Page 804.) Davenport needs to focus more specifically on the Appropri-

ation Bill rather than get bogged down in matrimonial
TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | note that | have matters.
five minutes in which to contribute prior to the dinner break.  The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: | am coming to the Appropriation Bill because it delivers the
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: No, | am not going to savagely dowry. It delivers on the prenuptial agreement of the marriage
attack the Treasurer. | want to pick up the point made byhetween the member for Hammond and the ALP. Ultimately,
some political commentators in relation to the Appropri-this—
ation— o Members interjecting:
The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The house is getting
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer has had ynruly. The member for Davenport apparently is at the
plenty of opportunity to state his views. Appropriation Bill right now—but it is time for dinner.
The Hon. | .F. EVANS: | want to pick up the point made
by some political commentators about the honeymoon being [ Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
over for the government in its relationship with the South
Australian public. | guess to have a honeymoon you first need The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Before the dinner adjournment,
a marriage. | thought | would go back and look at thel was referring to the arranged marriage or the marriage of
establishment of the marriage and how it resulted in thisonvenience between the member for Hammond and the
political honeymoon. The political marriage between thecurrent Labor government. We got to the point where all the
member for Hammond and the Labor Party, now the Labostate was invited to the marriage ceremony when in March
government, started on election night when they found eactie government, in effect, changed hands. Immediately the
other, essentially and to all intents and purposes, on the tallylew government—as one does when one gets married—went
room floor. It was like love at first sight when the ALP was into a honeymoon period, which all the political commenta-
trying to find anyone at all to marry into a relationship thattors refer to. As quite often happens on honeymoons, there
would deliver it government. Many believed that the membewas a pregnant pause in relation to the state.
for Hammond, at that stage at least, was a reluctant partner The state had great hope and optimism—at least some
in the formation of a partnership with the ALP. It was a bit did—that a new government might deliver something good
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to the South Australian public. Ultimately, the child was bornpublic of South Australia believes that this budget really has
in the form of the budget. Like all marriages, whetherattacked the core promises made by the Labor Party, and it
arranged or a green card marriage, once the first child ieally has attacked the average South Australian family.

delivered, the honeymoon is well and truly over. | will now During the speeches reference has been made to this
address the Appropriation Bill, which is the child of the 4 iage of convenience between the member for Hammond
Labor government and which delivers the budget. | will gognq the Rann government. Already, the relationship has met
through why many people in South Australia— some rocky roads. Itis interesting that that is so, and probably
Ms Rankine: It's been a long labour. . thereason for that lies in the statements made by both parties
_ TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Yes, and many of us would think 4, that compact. Of course, the member for Hammond went
it will be very hard labour, given the penalties that theq the election promising that he would not at any time form
government is imposing on the poor unsuspecting Souééovernment with Labor, but he did that. So, one side of the

Australian public. The reason the honeymoon is over is thalompact breaches that commitment. | know that matter is
we all know there have been cuts to the education budget §fafore the court. so I will not go any further into that.

some $34 million in real terms. There have been cuts to .
health services across the board. There has been a 7.1 per cenf10WeVer, the other partner to the compact made various
increase in health costs, yet only a 3.6 per cent increase RfOMises to the electorate that have now been broken. Of
funding, which means reduced health services across tH&Urse, Laborwrote to the Hotels Association promising not
state. to increase taxes on poker machines, but it has increased them
The shadow health minister has put out a press releadly Some $39 million. Labor promised not to increase taxes
indicating that the government is planning 159 000 fewe@nd charges, but it has done so. Labor promised not to
outpatients in the next year; it is planning 16 000 fewerntroduce new taxes, but it has._Labor promised to increase
emergency patients in metropolitan hospitals; and it idiealth services and its budget, indeed, has decreased health
planning for 8 300 fewer emergency patients in countrySe"ViCes. It has prom|sed honesty and accoyr]tab!l|ty, yet used
hospitals. Its own budget papers show longer waiting lists fof? @ccounting fiddle to create a false deficit this year and
semi-urgent elective patients. sham services in future years. The Premier promised some

The government is also planning an increase to thgs million in extra health spending but has delivered about

emergency services levy. Of course, it has already announcéd3 Million less than that.

compulsory third party insurance premium increases. There Probably the worst aspect of this budget—and it does not
will be an increase of about $120 million in governmentnecessarily affect my electorate directly—is the disgraceful
charges over four years. Six hundred public servants hawatack on our country cousins in this state. This would have
been offered the opportunity to leave the Public Service; irio be one of the worst budgets for regional and country South
other words, the government is slashing the Public ServicAustralia that has been delivered in decades by a government
by about 600. It is planning an increase in net state debt arid this place. | will provide a few examples of how our
an increase in the unfunded superannuation liabilities. Capitalountry cousins will suffer because of the Labor Party
works across the state have been slashed by $360 milliogovernment and the deal done to get them into government.

Education capital works have certainly been slashed. About \yile metropolitan hospitals have been given a 7.1 per

113 fewer traineeships are on offer this year than were 0Bgnt increase for costs, country hospitals have been given just
offer from the previous government. It has released N 4 her cent. The HomeStart capital funds have not been
employment target and no employment statement with thgsp1aced in 15 out of 16 country projects, and this has
budget figures. The message there is, ‘If you aim low, eveRegjted in some 269 aged care beds not being bilt in country
this government should be able to achieve it. South Australia, and the aged people in the country will

The government has launched a vicious attack on theter a5 a direct result of that decision by this government.
holders of crown leases, with some 15 000 crown leasehold-

ers looking at both increased annual charges and increasing 'Ne'e has been a $10 million cut to the Community Sports
one-off freeholding costs if they take that opportunity. TheFacilities Fund which has provided outstanding community
government is also planning more than $200 million worthfacilities for community sporting and recreation groups

of increases in taxes over four years. It is also planning iroughout the state. The Active Club program is under
rundown of cash reserves in the health area of som@ttack. As aresult of the good work done by the member for

$20 million. Newland in question time today, if the Labor Party backbench
A $40 million package to help self-funded retirees—h"j_‘d_ any courage at all, it would a_ddress the issue with its
announced prior to the election and supported by the LabdPinister and make sure that the Active Club program does not
Party—has now been scrapped. Eighteen thousand Seﬁuffer acut of $94O 000. That is c_ertalnly where itis heading
funded retirees have been dudded of concessions, includirigne minister is not lobbied by his own backbench.
a $70 concession on electricity, a $185 concession on water Of course, we have had the savage attack on our
and sewerage rates, a $190 concession on council rates, atil000 crown leaseholders who are now looking at an
a $56 concession on motor vehicles. So, the self-fundehcrease in rent of some $300 million as a minimum and an
retirees, like the rest of the state, have been dudded by thixtra cost to freehold of some $6 000. The interesting aspect
state budget. Pensioners have also been dudded. They werehis is that the $300 does not kick in until 1 January, but
to receive a $20 increase in electricity concessions; that hake $6 000 kicked in on 11 July. So, the crown leaseholder
gone. who might have wanted to freehold tomorrow to avoid the
Of course, at the same time the cost of gas has bee$800 increase gets belted with a $6 000 fee, even though the
increased by 6 per cent and, for those in the propert$300 increase in annual rental does not occur until 1 January.
development area or the real estate area, section 7 fees digere is a motion on the books for a select committee, and
increasing from $137 to $180 and from memory stamp dutieBopefully the parliament will support that, and we will debate
have also been touched. So, there are many reasons why that tomorrow.
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Further cuts in the country include the disappearance of TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
the country arts funding. Events such as those at the Chafféyhe largest amount of pokie revenue to pokie owners—
Theatre are no longer occurring. therefore, taxation to the government—comes from the lower

An honourable member interjecting: socioeconomic groups. If the government increases taxation

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is certainly reduced. The onthe poker machines by $39 million, does anyone honestly
Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts suggests thaEXpect business not to pass on costs to the consumer? Does
country arts funding has not reduced. He might correct me ofhe Treasurer honestly expect any business to sit there and
that. My understanding is that country arts funding hadake a $39 million increase in taxation and not pass that on
reduced certain establishments. Is Chaffey theatre happenintf?the consumer? Ultimately, those lower socioeconomic

Members interjecting: areas will be hit with higher drink prices and higher food
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! We should not have Prices. The very group that this party says it represents will
a debate across the chamber. suffer higher costs as a result of this measure. There is no

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | understand also that the Barossad0uPt that the industry will pass on costs.
valley Music Festival has suffered a cut. There is no doubt | think it is unfortunate that the Treasurer has broken a
in my mind that this is one of the worst budgets for countrywritte” promise. He admitted in the house that he wrote to the
South Australia that has been delivered in this chamber fofHA Saying that the government will not increase taxation
some decades. We all know what the cost was to SoutR! Poker machines, then he comes in here and says, ‘We've
Australia for the delivery of government to the Labor Party.changed our mind. We'll now tax them $39 million.’ Then
Today the Treasurer, when responding to a questiofi€ SayS to the industry, ‘Even though we are taxing you
indicated that the compact signed with the member fo32 Million, we don't expect you to increase your costs.’ |
Hammond has cost this state some $18 million. think that shows the naivety of the Treasurer in relation to

We have had things such as $600 000 for the ConstitutiorRusiness matters. It shows the naivety of his never having run

al Convention—and we really do not know who is runninga business. He simply does not understand that, if the

that: sometimes it is the member for Hammond. sometime30Vernment increases business costs, they will clearly pass
' ' Ewat on to the consumer. The Treasurer also needs to think

it is the Attorney-General. We have had the outrageou bout th busi
treatment of the fishermen and their families in relation to gill® ?\;Ijr ng?rfa iﬁtsel::}?e(?tsiﬁgs'_

net fishing. The way in which they have been treated with g .

respect to compensation, and the lack of access to this, | neHon. L.F. EVA'?]'S' Thl?abmlember ffor M'tChed”
government to discuss issues of compensation for gill néPtérjects and says there will be less profit. He needs to
fishing, has been a shocking example of how to treat Sou%\nders_tand that th‘?re are people out there who have bought
Australian constituents. That fishing community has bee otels in the last six months. They have bought them on a
walked over by this government. The way in which thosecurrent cost structure; they have mortgaged ther_nselves based
families have been treated in relation to compensation hed) @ certain turnover and tax regime. Now that is to change.
been a disgrace. The arrogance that the government h he banks will call in those loans because of the lack of

shown regarding gill net fishing and those families WiIIcomeequ.ity' The banks Wi.” ask t_hose people to re-cash their
back to haunt it. businesses. It will be interesting to see whether or not they

gave the capacity to do so. Itis not as simple as saying, ‘The
overnment has increased tax. Gee, I'll have less profit.” The
usinesses will naturally seek to regain that profit through

: . pther areas. There will be staff losses and there will be price
for one purpose, and one purpose only, and thatis o provm%creases as a combination of measures to deal witIrJ] the
exports and to be taxed. But with respect to delivery of 39 million package
services, if one goes through this budget, one will see thaﬁ The Labgr Par%J éa s that it stands for the worker. If it
services are being cut in every single aspect. | think thga y say :

In essence, | guess that sums up the view in relation to th
budget. It is an attack on country South Australia. The ain£
of this budget is quite clear. Country South Australia is ther

said that it was a kick in the guts to country South Australia. . . .
| want to touch on the pokies tax, because the Labo espect to the $39 million on the pokie revenue but, ultimate-

Party—and the Treasurer in particular—has made a lot o}’ it will be at a cost to those lower socioeconomic areas, and
. - ; it will be at a cost to the people working in those businesses.
ggour?]aeribv(\)/iltj;[] g(')'rsﬁel léh'i';k ;Salltu\r/]vserssflgrl:gd itc?rr]]gls?(i)rf ;[Eq hope that this decision will not send some of those family
pogllde machines reven%e. stream comes frdm the low usinesses to the wall because of the arrogance and attitude
; ; ) . the Treasurer and the government in relation to this issue.
s?mosconomlr(]:_ areas .Of Shoulth Austral!a. The h|ghest usaq(;‘({hink that, when someo?]e writes a letter and then changes
goﬂ?h irﬂ?;";nes IS In the lower socioeconomic areas %heir mind, it shows a clear sign of arrogance in the early days
Mr H } D t that? of this government. | think the message to the community is
rHanna. Lo you support that: that this government is very arrogant in the way in which it

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! will treat people. A written promise means nothing from this
TheHon. |.F. EVANS. No, | am opposed to some government.

aspects of poker machines. | never voted for them to comé The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the
into this place. _ member for Wright, | point out to the members for Mitchell
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! We will have no—  a3nd Schubert that they cannot hide behind other members or

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: It had happened before— behind pillars. The chair is all knowing and all seeing.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! We will have no

debate across the floor of the house. The member will speak MsRANKINE (Wright): There have been some
through the chair. interesting comments tonight, and certainly the contribution
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of the member for Davenport was interesting. The oppositionvas the biggest political betrayal in our state’s history, and
talks about honesty in this place, but the member for Daverthose responsible have certainly left a legacy to our state.
port was a member of the government, the premier of whiciThey will be remembered every time a household power bill
was the first premier of this state who had to resign from higs received.
position because he was found to have been dishonest. | think By the year 2000 the Liberals were starting to plan for
they have areal gall to talk about honesty and accountabilitgheir re-election, starting to become a little anxious as they
There is no doubt that the Treasurer and our ministersealised that people were becoming increasingly unhappy
have worked diligently to ensure the best possible outcomeith the level of deception and the increasing sense of losing
in relation to this budget. Preparing a budget is not easy, ancbntrol over their own lives. The 2000 budget papers
a vast array of diverse interests have to be considered. Thedicated that the capital works budget had been underspent
aim of this budget has been to focus on our community antly $242 million. That included the habitually announced and
to focus on the priorities that the Labor Party outlined at thenuch needed hospital upgrades. Clearly, they were squirrel-
last election. In assessing the budget, one also has to hawe away a war chest for an election bonanza—and didn’t we
some sort of comparative basis. Yesterday, we heard from treee exactly that! | referred to the budget at that time as the
member for Bragg, and she did not much like hearing aboutibracadabra budget’, the ‘now you see it, now you don’t
assessing the budget in comparison with what had occurrdzlidget’.
in the past and assessing this budget on its value, impact and Members opposite are bleating about cuts to traineeships.
focus. But we need to do that; we need to look at previous$n that year traineeships were cut by 700, and rent relief was
budgets in order to come up with a fair assessment of thiabolished for new applicants. So that was a loss of $3 million
one. of assistance which affected the most disadvantaged in our
I have had a look at the budgets delivered by the previoustate. Public housing had become crisis housing. If you were
government during the time that | have been in this place tin a severe crisis, you could not get accommodation. | have
make a fair assessment of where we are. In 1998, | saw thapoken time and again in this place about instances where
incentives were being paid to companies to establish herpgople were in severe circumstances and could not get access
with no requirements in relation to the provision of jobs hereto public housing. By the year 2001, we had nearly
in South Australia. Many were absolute and completet 000 fewer Housing Trust units in South Australia compared
disasters. Do members recall the $15 million that waso 1999-2000, and panic was starting to set in. They reduced
allocated to Australis, and the $30 million for the EDS the emergency services levy and cut their budget for consul-
building? We later had all those millions of dollars allocatedtants by an astounding $40 million. They had that much fat
to our very famous soccer stadium, and the wine centre with their consultants’ budget.
its elaborate $400 000 opening party. Now we have the In 2001, there were no extra funds for education. In fact,
revelation— education effectively was cut in real terms at the same time
Mr Venning: At least we got something for our money. as their federal counterparts were boosting funds to wealthy
MsRANKINE: What did you get? A major white private schools. They were talking about increasing the

elephant—all to your credit, member for Schubert. school leaving age, but that is all it was at that time—talk;
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for nothing was done. In 2001, the Treasurer was described in the
Schubert is out of order. media—we all remember this—as Captain Sensible. Well, we

MsRANKINE: Now we are told about the scandalous now know that he was sailing on tii@anic with the crew of
deal the then government struck with Skycity which gave itMcHale's Navy in control. In my very first address on the
a 13-year freeze on its tax, with a potential loss of revenue tbudget back in 1998 | commenced by saying:
the tune of $143 million. | am sure that every South Aust- | rise today without envy. In fact, | feel sorry for members
ralian is scandalised by that deal, as | am sure are all thepposite because they have to go to their electorates and convince
publicans. their constituents that this is a fair budget.

Also, with respect to the previous government’s record\Well, each year, sir, their faces got redder and redder with
having been promised 20 000 new jobs here in Soutlembarrassment. We now hear a great sigh of relief because
Australia back in 1993, by 1998 we had a loss of over 15 00@hey no longer have to be held responsible for their irrespon-
jobs. The same year the government announced a modesble and disastrous budgets and projects put up by their
program of 30 school closures (it described that as beingolleagues that go absolutely nowhere other than to cost
modest), with threats of increased school fees and furthars millions and millions of dollars. We hear a great sigh of
reductions in teacher numbers. relief as they see once again a Labor government taking

An honourable member interjecting: charge and addressing these issues of importance to our

MsRANKINE: Yes, 30 schools. There were alsocommunity.
increases in drivers’ licence fees, third party insurance and Dr McFetridge interjecting:
stamp duty. In 1999 the government introduced its very MsRANKINE: Well might the member for Morphett
famous and well-known emergency services levy—a taxaugh, but he wasn't here to see the disastrous consequences
levied against just about everything that did not have legs oéf his government’s actions. He was not here to see the faces
its own. Our houses were taxed, cars, trucks, motorcyclesf his colleagues getting redder and redder each day.
boats, caravans, jet skis, houseboats and trailers. The only The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brindal): Order! The
thing that | could find that did not attract the emergencymember knows that she should not respond to interjections,
services levy was my old dad’s electric wheelchair. but since she has interrupted her own flow the chair makes

We also had the threat of the ETSA tax. If they did not getthe observation that any member is entitled to develop their
their way in flogging off our state’s biggest revenue earnerargument. | have listened with interest: we are eight minutes
they intended to levy a huge impost on every South Austinto the debate on the budget and we are still to get to some
ralian household. And they have the gall, the absolutsubstance on the budget debate. | draw the member’s
temerity, to talk about broken promises! The sale of ETSAattention to that fact.
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MsRANKINE: | am about to enter that very point, sir. major hospital upgrades across the state (including the Lyell
Thank you for your guidance. | know that members oppositéMcEwin and the finalisation of the upgrade of the Modbury
were starting to get a bit uncomfortable with my reflectionsHospital); and $4 million for early intervention health
on their past achievements, but | would not want to reflect oprograms targeted at our children.
the chair at all. In comparison with the former government, This is an area of real concern to me, one on which | have
the bill before us deals with the priorities of health andspoken on a number of occasions both here and within my
education which the Labor government promised in the lastlectorate. The former mean-spirited government wanted to
campaign. There is much to do in these areas and there\gthdraw the four-year-old kindergarten health checks. We
much more in front of us. have guaranteed that those health checks will continue; not

The Labor government is committed to quality educatioronly will they continue but also there will be extra support for
and opportunities for our children. We are committed toparents—as the Minister for Health said—to deal with
rebuilding our health services. In our schools, we will see aproblems with their children. We will nip those problems in
extra 160 junior primary school teachers at a cost of athe bud, as the minister said. There will be the provision of
additional $31.8 million. This will result in smaller junior additional speech therapy and better links with specialist
primary school classes—a change for the better—and it wilkervices in hospitals and other agencies including schools,
address issues before they become real problems. kindergartens and childcare centres.

Only last week two concerned mothers from my electorate  Within the health budget there is also provision for a falls
came to see me. Their children are in their early high schogdrevention policy. Falls prevention is a primary health care
years. They are the result of the education system under tlagea for this government and, quite frankly, it makes good
former government. They got pushed through year after yeaense. In South Australia more than 7 900 people over 65
with no assistance for their problems and, if they had receivedere admitted to hospital during the 2000-01 financial year
assistance when they needed it, they would not be strugglires a result of fall-related injuries. Falls suffered by people
through their high school years now. over 65 account for the largest proportion of all injury-related

We have also seen additional and much-needed primageaths and hospitalisation; and we are talking about a
school counsellors, a response to the Hands Up for Primarfynancial cost in the vicinity of $2.3 million.

School campaign. | was a member of the select committee A fall in an older person can be debilitating. It can result
along with the education minister which looked at Partnerin prolonged hospitalisation and, very sadly, a third of those
ships 21 and a whole range of other issues in relation tavho fall and end up in hospital do not return to independent
public education. We were both made very well aware of thidiving. Far too many falls and associated injuries also occur
issue. When meetings were called throughout my electoraia hospital settings and residential care. There were about
| attended every one to which | was invited. Let me say4 700 admissions to South Australian public hospitals from
however, that the opposition did not turn up. residential care facilities, due to fall-related injuries, over the

Historically, as far as school counsellors are concernedast five years.
the focus has been on teenagers. Teenagers are very importaniNeedless to say, it is not only the serious injuries that we
and we must provide them with as much support as we casshould attempt to minimise. For an older person, a relatively
but so are our young children. We need to get in there wheminor fall can also have serious consequences, with a loss of
their problems are small and get to them so that they do natonfidence, a greater sense of frailty and fear, and an
become larger issues later in life. Other initiatives in ourincreased sense of vulnerability and withdrawing from
schools will include: guidance officers, behavioural manageeommunity participation. It can resultin a real loss of quality
ment, speech therapists and additional SSOs. | find f life for older people.
unbelievable listening to the diatribe from members opposite We have also seen in the budget some substantial
about broken promises. allocations in the area of volunteering. In fact, this govern-

Members interjecting: ment is committed to working towards and providing a

MsRANKINE: They seem to have forgotten about compact, an agreement, that will shape the way that the
ETSA. Do you remember ETSA and SA Water? We promiseggovernment and the volunteer community will work together.
to improve services and the quality of care. | have hadVe are working together with the volunteer community. We
experience both personally and professionally of our healthre not foisting an agreement on them, which was the tack the
system. People know only too well that | am a strongprevious government took.
advocate in terms of health issues. People in my electorate An honourable member interjecting:
and the rest of South Australia want and demand an appropri- Ms RANKINE: Well, | would suggest that the former
ate level of care. The care that | want for my family shouldminister for volunteers go out and assess the reaction of his
be available to every other South Australian. | was delightedraft alliance paper. It was soundly rejected by the volunteer
with the introduction by the Minister for Health of the Health community because they felt very strongly that it was foisted
and Community Services Ombudsman legislation which i®n them. They were not part of the development of that
long overdue and much needed in South Australia. Againalliance paper and they rejected it. That is not the tack this
that is another commitment that we made at the last electiogovernment is taking. We have also provided Volunteering

For the first time in nearly 30 years, our health services ar8A with a $35 000 subsidy for their volunteering conference.
being reviewed with a vision for the future. A generationalWe have committed $70 000 to provide free risk management
review of public health has been established to develop a plaaducation and training for volunteers to be held in a number
for the needs of our community for the next 20 years. Thef locations across the state. We are injecting funds into a
current budget provides for 100 additional hospital bedsyolunteer training strategy, and we have funded two scholar-
2 000 additional elective surgery procedures; $6 million forships at the Onkaparinga TAFE in relation to volunteering.
cleaner hospitals over four years; $2 million over four years The other thing that the Premier has done, and we are
for dental care for the aged and disadvantaged; $500 000 tmntinuing to do, is assure the volunteer community that their
establish the Health and Community Services Ombudsmaimdependence will be respected, irrespective of any funding
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agreement. We know that the previous government did ndaces up to a group of people (it is even in writing) and says
take that approach with our volunteer community, and thathat he will not do something and then does it.
is something that we will address at a later time. So, this lack of commitment is a matter of grave concern.

This is the first budget for a very long time that has These promises have been completely disregarded, with rural
focused on people. This is about the needs and aspirations @mmunities the most affected and disadvantaged by the new
ordinary South Australians, those South Australians wh@overnment's shiftin priorities. This is the worst budget | can
want the best for their children and who are, once again, abk&member, when we see a sector of the community being
to dream that their kids just might do better in life than theydeliberately and totally ignored. It is an attack on country
did. The budget is about those South Australians who believ@outh Australia. As the member for Davenport said just a few
that every South Australian deserves to be able to accesgoments ago, yes, they expect us to work harder and to
quality public health services; who believe that health an@xport, and then to be taxed and pay huge government
community services, whether they are public or private, mughcreases in charges. At the same time what did they do?
be accountable. This will be quite an initiative. | have spokenT hey increased the size of the cost of the Premier’s Depart-
in this house previously about the difficulty that people whoment. What sort of message is that?
have accessed private health services have in being able to get! also note that they are spending millions of extra dollars,
information when it has been required, sometimes having tgore than the previous government, on government offices.
produce court orders to get information about their or theiWhat sort of message is that sending to people? All country
family’s treatment. people can look forward to in the next four years is rougher

This budget indicates that the health of our childrenf0ads, decaying schools and substandard hospitals, because
matters, that early intervention is the key. Our community ighatis certainly the message my electorate has received. What
the glue that holds us all together. Budgets are never popul@n | tell the people in my electorate? The government gave
There are always winners and losers but, in this instanc& commitment made by the previous government, and people
South Australians have been the winners. This budget hd¥ere told it would be honoured, but what has happened?

been delivered with the best of intentions and with a focus oNOthing—no mention of it. They have not been told the
their priorities. commitment has been scrapped; there is just nothing about

it—no mention at all—in the budget papers.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): The Rann government’s first Itis a blatant kick in the guts, as the member for Flinders

budget has left me very disappointed. It is a budget of brokejai_d' It is discrimination of the worst kind. Labor has
promises and also a budget of betrayal. It was with shoc ,ellberately left $276 million of revenue off the balance sheet

dismay and outrage that | learnt how little the new budgef© create afictional black hole and hide the surplus left by the
would provide for the Barossa Valley and regions, withLiberal government. Thg claimed surplu.s .of $92 m|II|o.n thls_
several projects that were priorities of the former governmeny€@r has been created dishonestly by shifting revenue into this
being ruthlessly shelved: hopefully, not scrapped. During thd€ar's budget. People have to realise that this is a small state:
election campaign, this government, then in oppositiontl€r€ are people out there who can count, and they can
clearly said that it would honour all the previous goVem_a.u:count.fordo_llars. Ifthe governmen_tthlnks thatitcan fudge
ment's commitments. | heard it quite clearly, particularly figures like this and get away with it, it has another think
those statements that were made three months ago or mof@MNg. .
So, in three instances, they have scrapped projects in the Education and health were the two key focal points of
Barossa Valley. Labor during the election campaign, with all sorts of promis-

| am very concerned that the Barossa has missed out
this budget, with the only inclusion being the $2 million

es that have simply not been delivered. | do not believe that
the government ever intended to honour them in any way. In

- . real terms there has been no huge boost in health spending,
upgrade for a water supply storage at Williamstown. That ith less than 1 per cent funded, mainly by a rundown in cash

the only mention in the whole of this government's b.Udgetreserves of almost $20 million. With a 7.5 per cent increase
documents concerning the area that has been the engine rotﬁn

in terms of the improved economy of this state in the las costs for metropolitan hospitals, country hospitals have

. . : . ceived only a 2.4 per centrise, which clearly discriminates
eight years—and that is an absolute b—disgrace. | just canngt . . . S
believe that anybody— Qyainst country hospitals, which are the big losers in this

) | budget. Education has in real terms experienced a cut of
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for g34'million in funding, with $26 million being cut from

Mitchell has been warned once for hiding behind the columryc oo building programs, which will disadvantage students
and interjecting. | suggest that he not do it again. and affect South Australian parent-based school councils.

Mr VENNING: What sort of recognition is this to @  The number one omission for the Barossa in this budget
region that has been, as | said, the engine room to th@as the provision of a new health facility at Nuriootpa.
increased economy of this state for the last eight years? Thigembers have heard me talk about this ad nauseam. Under
budget is an extremely centralised document, with manyhe previous government, building was to commence in 2003
country regions being almost totally ignored and, at best, iind be completed by 2005-06. | will give the minister some
can be summed up as a budget of broken promises wit§yedit: she came to the Barossa last Friday and inspected the
increased taxes and charges. Angaston hospital, and | did see a look of shock on her face.

Ironically, throughout the election campaign LaborAs she walked down the corridor, going up and down all the
members stated that they would honour all the previouslifferent levels, seeing the cracks in the walls and the
government’s promises and, of course, we know quite clearlgeteriorating facilities, | think the minister thought for the
that they have simply reneged on the lot and callously anéirst time: maybe the member for Schubert wasn't bluffing
blatantly run roughshod over all they said during the camatfter all. | give her credit for coming up there the day after the
paign. You can understand people’s cynicism about politibudget and facing the music. Admittedly, she was not there
cians with exercises like this, particularly when the Treasurevery long, but she came.
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She is the first minister actually to set foot in the Barossatold by a high ranking public servant that the decision on the
so | also give her credit for that. The invitation is there for theAngaston Primary School was deferred, not axed. Hopefully,
other ministers, particularly for the Minister for the Environ- she said, the federal funding would remain in place until the
ment, who will always be welcome, as | said, one of twoproject is approved in a future budget. | admire the govern-
ministers that | have a bit of time for. It was a pretty sad dayment’s confidence in this, but it is certainly a big risk and |
when this happened. Not a word of this development was iask why they would bother to risk it. This budget is first and
the budget paper: not a sound, not even a word of deferraloremost a budget of broken promises. In my 12 years as a
There was nothing: just a space where it was to be. All thenember of parliament, | have never withessed such blatant
people up there, including the Labor candidate Mr Wilsonabuse of promises made to the electorate.
have had the expectation that we would see this facility To make that commitment in writing and to give his word
actually built. face to face and then do the opposite is absolutely deplorable.

In what was a most unusual occurrence for the Baross&gdo not expect this to be par for the course, and | believe that
all the towns agreed that we would have the new facility athis is unacceptable behaviour from a respected citizen, let
Nuriootpa, which is a big feat, knowing the parochialism ofalone a member of parliament and, even worse, from the state
the different towns in the Barossa. They were very disapTreasurer. This is government by deception. It got into power
pointed and somewhat shattered. The health minister visitday deception when a member deceived his electors by
and | think she got a shock, but | was pleased that she coulthanging his mind and putting this Labor government into
come up and present the Barossa Area Health Service wittower. Now we have its first budget and the deception
its accreditation. Considering the condition of that hospitalcontinues with more than $200 million in tax increases over
itis a magnificent feat to be accredited like that. My questiorfour years, with increases in stamp duty for conveyances,
is: why was it pulled? rental agreements and gaming taxation.

I note with interest that another country hospital thatwas The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting:
not previously a priority was funded. Guess whose electorate The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The minister is out of
that was in? You would not need to be Einstein to work thabrder interjecting but the member for Schubert should not
one out. What sort of standard is this that we are seeing now®ally be inflammatory in his remarks, either.

A further savage blow to our country community has beenthe Mr VENNING: Sorry, sir: it's on the record. It is
loss of the HomeStart grants to 15 of our country hospitalsparticularly hard-hitting in country areas, with over $40 mil-
with all missing out except the Naracoorte hospital. | simplylion in cutbacks to rural areas, including to primary indus-
cannot believe that a so-called cash strapped government cties, rural roads and health and education funding cuts. The
forfeit large amounts of federal money, as it has done in thi§igure of $3.5 million in this budget for rural roads will not
instance. Millions of dollars have been forfeited by the stategyo very far. It is only a pittance compared to what we spent.
government to cancel the HomeStart funds for aged care betlée spent $5.5 million on just one of my roads last year, and
in country hospitals, not only the 50 per cent to fund their$3.5 million for the whole state is just blatantly ridiculous.
building, their provision, but also the 100 per cent funding ofThat is not even a joke. It is some $10 million less than the
maintaining those beds thereatfter. previous government’s commitment for the rural road and

With an ageing population, aged care beds are at arterial program. The decision is a disgrace—
premium, especially in our country areas, and the loss of this  The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting:
infrastructure at Mannum and Mount Pleasant hospitals inmy Mr VENNING: That's another question | won't raise,
electorate is a great shame. | question whether the Labevhat happened to Ports Corp, another one, and as the minister
government realised that it was forfeiting federal governmentaises the point—
money, putting it at risk by turning it down. No doubt it will The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The minister will
wonder why the federal government will be hesitant to fundcease his interjections and the member for Schubert will
future projects. | cannot believe that the ministers and theease answering his interjections. Both of you know it is
Treasurer knew what they were doing when they made thedeghly disorderly.
cuts, because they just said thank you to the federal govern- TheHon. J.D. Hill: I'm being encouraged.
ment for jointly funding these things but we will not be  Mr VENNING: And he’s out of his place. The decision
needing the money now. If | could get a project for half priceis a disgrace. The previous government was just catching up
| would be giving that a higher priority than a project | had with the previous Labor government'’s cutbacks of our road
to pay full price for, particularly if | was short of cash. systems, and now it looks like we are going to go backwards

Angaston and Kapunda Primary Schools in my electoratagain, right back to where we were. When you consider that
had been earmarked by the previous government for a majgrimary industries contribute some 60 per cent of South
upgrade but have been completely overlooked by the newustralia’s exports, you realise that such savage cutbacks are
government in this budget. To see the projects disappear wasnply unjustifiable and, dare | say, unfair.
upsetting enough, but to consider that a $1.6 million Angas- It is predicted that some 60 jobs could be lost from
ton upgrade had a federal grant of $800 000 in it, itis hard té’rimary Industries and Resources South Australia, with some
believe that it has been forfeited: just completely ignored an&17 million cut from its budget. This is after the department
that $800 000 gone. That is criminal: it is a gross wastehas been dissected by Labor without consultation, with many
Certainly, it should not go unnoticed or unchallenged. | doPIRSA functions being transferred to the environment
challenge the Treasurer and the various ministers to say thportfolio, such as land care, soil boards and pest control
they have done that knowing that they are going to hand thdtoards—issues with which | have a personal affinity.
money back to the federal government. Still we have no answer on the deep sea port development

No wonder when we go to Canberra and ask for thesat Outer Harbor, with stage 1 of the Port River expressway
grants they say, ‘You don’t want this money, because yolbeing given the go-ahead in the budget papers (and | do
didn’'t use the last lot we gave you.” | marvel at that. | welcome that). However, when will we be given confirmation
personally contacted the minister’s office last Friday and waand dates for the delivery of stages 2 and 3 of the road and
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the rail bridges, etc? The Premier was asked over two monthsustralia, all states of Australia are having a dry period. Itis
ago about what is happening with the new Outer Harbosending a wrong message at the wrong time. | honestly feel
development, and he said then that he would be making that a lot of people who voted for this government at the
major announcement shortly. That is two months ago, andlection now believe they were totally deceived, because this
nothing has been heard. Itis a very important issue, and it isudget is absolutely a budget of broken promises.

high time that, if something is going to happen, the people of The ACTING SPEAKER: Before calling on the next
South Australia, the farmers and the exporters ought to bmember, | remind all members that there are vestibules and
told what they can expect. We wait with bated breath. Theorridors for discussions. Members are quite welcome to
grain producers of South Australia and related industries neatiscuss matters in here, but it should be sotto voce. It is
an answer now. difficult to hear the speaker when everyone is talking as if

The Labor government’s unjustified enormous hike inthey are in a fish market.
crown land lease fees, from $1 500 for freehold crown leased Mr McEwen: What is that in English?
land to a staggering minimum of $6 000, has outraged The ACTING SPEAKER: Quietly, for one of the
landholders. | do appreciate the discussions | have had withrincipal offending members to whom | was speaking.
the minister at the table, and | say up front that | have no MsBreuer: Well, some people from the other side could
conflict of interest. | freeholded all leases that we did haveaemember that.
under the previous government, as we were encouraged to do, The ACTING SPEAKER: Could I tell the member for
so | have no conflict of interest at all. However, | think it is Giles that it is not her turn. It is the member for Florey’s turn.
adisgrace to see these huge increases from $1 500 to $6 00ghll the member for Florey.
purely because the minister has said that he wants to cut the
cost of running the department. MsBEDFORD (Florey): Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker,

I have some sympathy for that, because that is the san@d it is an honour and privilege to address my budget
reason the previous government did it, but | would be happyemarks through you tonight. The government's first budget
if the minister changed his mind. If he did not, would heis responsible and has been well targeted. It will deliver
consider at least placing a moratorium on it so that peoplegfficiencies and win the public’s confidence in this govern-
when looking at the new figures, can go back and actuallynent’s commitment to earn respect for good management and
freehold that land? | could not believe it when | saw that. Ithe accountability that has been lacking in previous budgets.
know that a lot of people in my electorate have multiple We see that ongoing commitment to delivery of essential
leases and were paying only a peppercorn rate. services has been prioritised, easily the most important of this

What Labor does not understand, and | am sure thgovernment's requirements in preparing this fiscal blueprint
minister did not understand, is that when these peopléor future security. The measures have been carefully targeted
actually bought these properties they paid full land prices foto afford protection for those least able to bear the burden.
them, the same as if they were freehold. | am sure that theor instance, the gaming machine tax will only impact on
government thought they were getting the use of the land forenues earning the greatest amount of revenue, and the stamp
a few cents per lease, but that is not so. For the last 25 yeadty measure on real estate will only apply to homes valued
people have been going to land auctions and buying the landt over $200 000, significantly more than the value of most
not having any consideration as to whether it was freeholdjomes in the electorate of Florey, even in these days of
perpetual lease, crown lease or whatever. Because they wendlated high prices.
in perpetuity, they were small and it was not a factor in It will not be possible to mention every highlight of the
relation to buying the property. Now that this has arisen, ifoudget tonight. | would like to focus on a few, however. The
certainly is a factor. budget looks to strengthen the two most important and largest

| have one constituent who has 1 000 acres. He has I#xpenditure areas for this state, namely, health and education.
leases. That will cost him $3 000—not a bad increase frontNew initiatives in health totalling $108 million over four
$1 500. Can you wonder why he is contacting me? | think hegrears for public hospitals include honouring the election
is one of your supporters—or he was! | do have Labompromise to provide funding for cleaner hospitals. Anyone
supporters in my electorate, and some of them are jolly nicevho has been in a public hospital recently will welcome this
people, but the few supporters you have left in the bush yoimportant and necessary initiative.
have just given a whack on the face and said, ‘Sorry boys, The Modbury hospital redevelopment program continues.
you had better not support us; we are for the city, and bywWork in progress will see completion of redevelopment and
heck, does not this document look like it! | will wait to see refurbishment of theatres, provision of a new obstetrics unit,
what happens with the select committee in relation to thesan upgrade of existing engineering services and a redevelop-
leases. | think it is very unfair. It is a move in the wrong ment of the emergency department by the end of the year.

direction. It is certainly going far too far and far too fast. |  Pensioners and disadvantaged groups will benefit from an
wait to see what the minister will say and do. | just wonder$8 million increase over four years for community dental
whether he understood what he was doing. services. Anyone who has had to live without teeth, where

There have been huge increases in the emergency servicestural teeth have been removed or while waiting for
levy revenue and compulsory third party insurance premiumsreatment, will know the exclusion faced when your appear-
with an increase of more than $120 million in governmentance means you cannot go out or even eat without the utmost
charges over the next four years. | am very concerned that thfficulty.
budget will have these impacts on country people. Hopefully, With respect to mental health, $9 million over four years
we will see a change in attitude, not in 12 months’ time buwill be spent to address problems faced by the Aboriginal
within a few months, when the government sees what hasommunity. This is important because the Modbury area has
happened and understands the anxiety and hurt it has causedlarge number of Aboriginal people in the Aboriginal
particularly if the season is not a particularly good onehousing properties. The Aboriginal Housing Authority will
Certainly, it does not look too promising now. Like South see the long-awaited expansion and upgrading of housing
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stock available for indigenous individuals, families and One of those long-term goals, and something in which |
communities, including the construction of nine new houseshave always been interested since my election, is the Torrens
the upgrading of 60 existing homes and the purchase of 4Rarade Ground on behalf of the many war veterans in my
houses. Cultural differences see the necessity for housirggea, members of the RSL and current serving members of
stock suitable for larger families, and | look forward to seeingthe defence forces and the reserves. The upgrade of this
suitable stock coming on stream very soon. heritage-listed facility will create a multi-purpose public
The mental health initiatives that | have previouslySpace for use by the ex-service people and arts and commun-
referred to will be provided for children as well as adults inity groups to the value of $3 800 000. It is a wonderful and
regional and inpatient services. The Aboriginal communitywelcome component of the budget that will be shared by
health program due for completion in the year 2003 will seénany people in the community.
upgrading and redevelopment of Aboriginal health facilities | commend this budget to the house. | know that the

and clinical staff accommodation in remote areas. people of this state will get behind the new government and
Another important measure in this budget will be providedits Vision for a revitalised South Australia. This budget has
in Gilles Plains, and it is due for completion in 2004. been described as a tough but fair budget. Tough times

The human services budget line will see significantcertainly call for tough measures. | know that we will all
investment made in a major urban regeneration projectin thé«or'.( together .thro'ugh the tough times so that we can enjoy
part of Gilles Plains, which is in the electorate of Florey, & Pright future in this state and make this budget work so that
Comprising 27 relocations, demolition of 58 homes, creatio ”tSOUth Australians can share in a better and more secure
of 165 new allotments, renovation of seven houses and tH&"®:
sale of three houses, it is a huge effort in an area that was . . :
sadly in need of attention. | would like to commend the staff Mr WILLIAM S (MacKillop): | would like to be able to
of the Housing Trust and, in particular, the minister respon-say that it 'S.W.'th pleasyre that| add“?s.s thg matter befqre the
sible, the Hon. Stephanie Key, for her commitment to publiéﬁIouse bult It Is not tW'th plleazlsurte. Itt IS Wght\_/erylsenotys
housing. A further $220 million has been allocated over foufOncern. lrsepr?r?i? "f[‘ rLlj_rahe eﬁ odra i.aﬂ - Itrlls a ?”Ellk'“?te
years to improve the other major priority for this government'Slnce rural South Australia has had a Kick In the guts fike |

: : : -1has had from this government at this time. Rural South
our public education system. Modbury Special School will . : : h
see expenditure of $2 215 000. Australia spent a period of time right through the 1970s (apart

) . o from a short interval in the late 1970s, early 1980s) and the

Again, this school is in the electorate of Florey. Theggng peing ignored by the government of South Australia,
redevelopment and extension of existing accommodation tyithstanding the fact that a quarter of the state’s popula-
cater for the special needs of children with severe autistyj,, jiye in the rural areas and notwithstanding the fact that

ggrgf?rﬂ(?es intApriIf2003,"With coqwlpletior;]due by Oﬁ%’bt?rthe rural sector and the economy based around our primary
- [hiS centre of excellence will Soon have much DeUek,y  stries has contributed about 60 per cent of the state’s

facilities to encourage students to reach their full potential, ;o -+ income
and provide facilities to allow the dedicated staff to concen- P . o
It is incredible that a government, less than four months

trate on the students in safe and stimulating surrounding Wto office, could totally ignore such a huge part of the

The results are truly amazing. Many times | have visited th !

school and | cannot tell members the difficulties faced by the\?\,%?]rl]grgg’ Sul:t?:: aithnl?g; rEmber of the population, and that

staff in caring for those children who have severe autistic putting it hicely
Mr Caica interjecting:

problems. .
That facility has more than 100 students. Members can The ACTING SPEAKER: The mem_ber for Colton
hould not inflame the member for MacKillop.

imagine the pressure on that staff committed to making surd . .

those children are achieving—it is absolutely wonderful to, Mr WILLIAMS: The worst spin to put on it would be
see. A total of $138 million will be spent on education that the government has de_hperately withdrawn services and
facilities and associated equipment in 2002-03. New work§nds from rural communities as some sort of macabre
will commence at 13 schools—one of which is the Torrend?@yPack, and I certainly hope that is not the case.

Valley Institute of TAFE—during the coming year, and we ~ MrsGeraghty: That's absolute rubbish.

will see a sum of $10.8 million allocated to that facility. =~ The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Another important initiative in my electorate involves the Torrens will contain herself.

Torrens Valley Institute’'s Tea Tree Gully campus; $2 million Mr WILLIAMS: This budget can be described only as
will be used in the acquisition of the facility currently housing the budget of deceit and deception. Hundreds of millions of
the combined local council and TAFE resource centres. dollars has been shuttled around by this Treasurer in his and

Anyone living in Modbury knows that the Tea Tree Gully the Premier’s vain attempt to try to rewrite recent history of
Library has become an issue of some importance over ®is state. The government, in coming to the Treasury
number of years. We are finally seeing the relocation of th&enches, had a huge dilemma and wanted to paint a picture
library and we are all looking forward to using the new that the state was in crisis, because that is what it had been
facility. One of the government's major tasks is to create a$aying for so long. It had been saying that education, health
environment for sustainable economic growth. This is vitaRnd law and order were in crisis and that the whole of the
to ensure that our children are able to find worthwhile andormer government was in crisis. It needed to back that up;
secure jobs and to stop the loss of the state’s best arfi®. in the first three to four months of coming to government
brightest to the eastern states. Like all budgets, not all aredisbent over backwards and did everything it could to try to
we would like to see improved can be improved to the degreBaint a picture, to try to rewrite history, that what it had been
we would like to see as quickly as we would like to see it:claiming was factual when, indeed, it had not been factual.
priorities must be determined and long-term goals planned Mrs Geraghty: Tell the truth.
for. Mr WILLIAMS: | will tell the truth.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop This is a development that | am sorry to see occur. It would have
will not answer interjections and the member for Torrens willbeen my preference for that money to be used to pay off state debt.
stop Interjecting. What has changed in the past 12 months?

Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you for your protection, sir; |
feel much better for it. The dilemma of the new Treasurer, on

coming to office, was that the economy, under the SteWardTreasurer said that that money should have been used to pay

tshh ;jl?r? ; ;[/t/]gspfraeglr? gug It;lljbdegr:tl ggt\geor:qrgi? ;’tvv\\cgz (siglrrr]%cs:ﬁ gveetltléf state debt, but today he uses it to create an artificial black

Mr McEwen: Peter Lewis!
Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, well said. Some 12 months ago the

than that predicted 12 months earlier. We all know the hug&® € " the pffewou_slflnanmlal_year a?d an artificial _surpllés n
increase in activity in the real estate industry. Of course, on e c#rrent |nanC|.a; year. th's Very funny ?‘CCOUUIIrég about
of the biggest revenue earners for the state is conveyanci ich, | am sure, If it was happening In the United States
fees or stamp duties on real estate conveyances. When t eday, serious questions would be asked. It smacks of the

incoming Treasurer walked into the Treasury, instead o§orts of things which some major corporations have been

looking at a $2 million surplus, he was faced with a surplusdOIng and which has got them into considerable trouble.

probably approaching $200 million. This is not the only deception that this budget has b(ought

The Treasurer went to the Under Treasurer and said, ‘ThigPon the people of South Australia. This budget confirms a
is not what | want to sell the people of South Australia. | want'@ft Of broken promises. The blatant disregard for the number
to be able to put a story of despair, mismanagement and crisf Promises broken astounds me, and all the government's
right across government. What can | do?’ It probably was notey election platforms h'ave been totally ignored in the past
the Under Treasurer who put him onto this: he probably hafPur months—and by this budget.
half enough wit to work this out himself because he men- | am pleased to see that the Minister for Health is in the
tioned it in his Appropriation Bill contribution 12 months chamber at the moment, because the biggest ticket item in the
ago. He said to the Treasurer, ‘A lot of funds are comingstate’s budget is the health portfolio. It is interesting to note
across from the South Australian Asset Managemerfhatthe realincrease in the health portfolio is something less
Corporation and from the South Australian Finance Authorithan 1 per cent in real terms relative to CPI. We should note
ty.” Something of the order of, | think, $304 million was due that the CPI is expected to be somewhat less than the medical
to be putinto the budget in the last 12 months, that is, for thénflation costs. Indeed, if we also factor in the $20 million
2001-02 financial year. The Treasurer said to the Undeiun-down in cash reserves, one thing about which the then
Treasurer, ‘We will sort that out. Instead of bringing thatshadow minister prior to the election kept whining and
$304 million across, we will actually transfer— whingeing, we would see areal reduction in health expendi-

The ACTING SPEAKER: | am sorry, did the member ture. We have been promised 100 new beds. Where will they
for Colton make a gesture to the chair or were my eye§ome from? We have been promised additional nurses.
playing up? The member for MacKillop. Where will they come from when the health budget in real

Mr Caica: No, I did not, sir. terms will be reduced?

Mr WILLIAMS: | certainly hope the new member knows  Health is one of the areas where the city-centric govern-
better than that. The Treasurer said to the Under Treasurenent has really hurt the country people. One-quarter of the
‘We will transfer only $27 million across and that will build state’s population has really been hurt by this health budget.
us some fictitious black hole in the previous— | do not need to go over the intricacies of the HomeStart

Mr O’BRIEN: | rise on a point of order, sir. Is that a fiasco, but might | remind members that 15 of the 16
quote? The honourable member is putting that in terms of hospitals that were expecting to get HomeStart finance to
quote. build aged-care beds in rural communities across the state got

Mr WILLIAMS: | did not suggest that | was quoting. nothing from this budget. This is despite the fact that the

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop Premier brought his cabinet down into my electorate, down
will come to order. When one takes a point of order one risegto the South-East of the state, at the end of May or early
to one’s feet and makes a point of order. However, askindune and told the country hospitals that were represented
whether something is a quote is not a point of order: it is d@here, ‘Don’t worry, this is just an anomaly. We will fix it up.
guestion. You may contribute later to the debate and ask th&te are putting down the budget and it will be sorted out.’
in debate, but it is not a point of order. The member for  The budget has come down and, notwithstanding the fact
MacKillop. that the Minister for Health was there a fortnight later saying

Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir. Instead of transferring the same things, ‘We will sort it out, come budget day, come
the $304 million, as was pointed out in the last budget, the 1 July; just be patient and it will be sorted out’; notwith-
Treasurer saw that only $27 million was transferred acrossitanding the fact that we have passed 11 July, those hospitals

This is how the Treasurer has been able to create thigre still wondering where they are and what is happening.
fictitious black hole of $60 million odd. Lo and behold, he Where has the money gone? What is their future?

transfers all the money across in the 2002-03 year and creates | ot me say that an article published in Bmith Eastern
a $92 m||||_on sqrplus. Without that transfer being shiftedjmes on Thursday 13 June stated:
from one financial year to the other, the budget we are now
discussing would in fact be showing something close to a
$200 million deficit. That should not be lost on the people ofWe hear members of the government complain every time the
South Australia—and | am certain it will not be. Queen Elizabeth Hospital is in bypass mode. This is happen-
The other thing that should not be lost on the people ofng in country hospitals. The Millicent Hospital on 12 June
South Australia is the irony of the Deputy Premier andwas in bypass mode, and three patients presenting at Millicent
Premier 12 months ago, when discussing the last Rob Luca$ospital were sent to Mount Gambier because the hospital
budget, noting their concern about these transfers appearimgas full; the aged-care facility was full; and four people from
in the budget. The Treasurer said: that community in Flinders Medical Centre were waiting to

Yesterday, the Millicent Hospital was in bypass mode.
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be transferred back to Millicent Hospital for their convales-crown perpetual leases and almost pleaded with people to
cence. take them up so that they would manage the land on behalf

A number of hospital beds have been tied up because aff the people of South Australia. Now we have an insensitive
this fiasco and this bungling of aged-care HomeStart messinister who has no understanding wanting to bring in—and
that the Treasurer of his own volition has created. We believeam not sure of the increase, but it would be many hundreds
that 269 aged-care beds are not being built as a result of thig.not thousands in percentage terms—increases in the rents
That is 269 acute beds which would otherwise be availablen crown perpetual leases and about a 400 per cent increase
for members of the South Australian community. Thisin the amount required to convert a crown perpetual lease to
government was making health its major priority. It is a freehold title.

certainly not working in country areas, and | say thatwhatit The people who still hold crown perpetual leases in the
is doing in the city certainly will not work. Those people Who farming community are those poor beggars who are doing it
cannot get beds in country hospitals will merely take up bedgo hard that they have not been able to spend the $1 500 per
in the city-based hospitals. lease to convert it to freehold. Those who have done all right
Education is another area of major spending of statg recent times, over the last few years, spent the $1 500 and
governments. In this budget there is a $34 million cut INconverted the lease to freehold. So, the peop|e the govern-
education expenditure over the next four years. When it wagent is picking on are the very people who are already on
in opposition, the Labor Party was trumpeting what it wouldtheir knees. That is the problem with having a lack of
do in those two major areas of education and health, yet it hagnderstanding as to what is happening in the community. This
done absolutely nothing. It has taken $26 million from theis coming from a government that spent eight years in
education capital works budget; it has announced an increag@position running what it calls a ‘Labor listens’ campaign.
in teacher numbers; it has raised the school leaving age, bifimight have been out there listening, but it certainly did not
it has actually cut the budget; and it has cut out-of-schoolhear. All | can say is that, if those people are pressured to pay
hours child care. | think we can look forward to an OCcurrencehis extra money, they will be putting more pressure on the
similar to what happened last time the Labor Party governeghnd that they are managing and farming. Then, in a few
this state, that is, a wind-down in the physical fabric of ouryears, the government will say, ‘These irresponsible farmers
educational sector. We will have schools falling down arounggre turning the West Coast, the Mid North, the Mallee into

the ears of the teachers and students, as happened previouglgust bowl.’ It will be because members opposite would be
There has been a general increase in taxes and chargesykhing them into doing that.

4.2 per cent, despite the fact that throughout the election I note that the clock is winding down. | wish | had at least

campaign the Premie_r, the Deputy Premier .and‘the Who.l ice as much time, because | want to raise many more
front bench were running around the state saying, ‘There wil atters. | will spend my last few minutes talking about the

Eeé']o 262‘” taxes atr.‘d no mcr_eatses in taa(esh. We hav% alreadyiner profits on the pokies issue. Here we have the Treasurer
adaa4.z per centincrease in taxes and charges and a ra ming in and saying, ‘I'll hit these hoteliers who are making

new taxes as well. We have had an increase in third party, ) ; ;
. uper profits on poker machines because nobody sympathises
compulsory motor insurance of 21.5 per cent. We have ha\g,ip P b y Symp

- th them as they are multi-millionaires.” That may or ma
stamp duty rises, although the government says, ‘We arg, y y y

hitti v th le wh lina h h ot be good politics. What is very bad for politics and what
itting only those people who are selling homes worth ovefq o 4 tor South Australia is that, prior to the last election, the

$200 000 Again, the government has ignqred the country, oo qyrer looked these very same people in the eye and said,
areas and the primary sector, that sector which has been, a’ﬂﬁon’t do it; | won't raise the taxes.’ Not only did he look

is still, important to the economic welfare of this state. It hasthem in the eye, but he wrote them a letter and he himself
totally ignored them. No-one will buy anything resembling signed it '

a viable farming property for anywhere near $200 000. | _ . o
would suggest one would spend more than $1 million buying  What credibility does this Treasurer have? This is the
erson who is responsible for negotiating on behalf of the

a viable farm anywhere in the state. Once again, the rur S
sector is being slugged, not only because this mob igovernment and the people of South Australia with every
government does not understand but also because they do R@ential investor who wants to come fo this state. What
damn well care. credibility does our chn_ef negotiator have_? Absolute_ly none.
Let me come to the proposition regarding crown perpetue{l'le has Ioo,ked people in the eye and Sa".j’ | won't increase
leases. The minister understands absolutely nothing ifUr taxes.’ They have gone out in good faith, taken decisions
relation to crown perpetual leases. | had a telephone call frof@d invested so that they can employ people and grow the
conomy in their state and he has pulled the rug from under

a friend in the Mallee last evening. He said he holds sever. Wh Id bod o South Australl d
crown perpetual leases. Last Thursday, when this measu em. Yvny wouid anybody come 1o Sou ustralia under
ose circumstances when they can go anywhere else in

was announced, Adelaide was clouded in dust. Those po ; !
beggars in the Mid North and the Mallee, who are trying t ustralia where they can deal with people they can trust?

eke out a living fighting against the vagaries of the climate | conclude by saying that this budget proves that this very
we have in this state, had sown thousands of acres of crop§W government in South Australia cannot be trusted, should

but their paddocks were blowing away because of the lack dfot be trusted and does not care about anything other than the
rainfall. trappings of office. It does not care about the welfare of the

Mr Caica: Are you blaming us? people of South Australia or about building the state to make
Mr WILLIAMS: | am not b|am|ng it on members it the sort of place that those hard Working men and women
opposite, but if they had an ounce of understanding theip South Australia deserve.
would know that in the 1930s farmers walked off that The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | have just realised
country. They took the goods they could carry and walked ofthat the member for Torrens has been using ventriloquism to
the properties. A few years later, in 1944—certainly in theget the member for Colton into trouble, so | caution the
northern Mallee—the government of the day issued a lot omember for Torrens.
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Mr O’'BRIEN (Napier): | have listened intently to the ... others have commented on the Treasurer’s conduct in holding
debate on this bill, particularly to the opposition’s contribu-over funds from the state financial institutions from one financial

; ; ; ar to another. The only reason that the Treasurer has been able to
tion. Whereas on other issues | have not been able to disc t away with it until last Thursday, and to be able to continue to

a clear opposition line, in this debate the opposition appearggfesent to media outlets and therefore to South Australians this
disciplined, with each speaker reinforcing the other, startingurphy of there being a black hole, is that he had control of the

with the lead given by the Leader of the Opposition. Eactpooks.
Opposition Speaker has reinforced and built upon the impres_ Well, the books are on the table now, and it is not difficult to look

; - : PR own columns of income and columns of funds against the budget
sion created by the previous speaker, leading to one indisp identify that $300 million plus is held back in one year and placed

able conclusion: it is a conclusion not only indisputable,into the next. It is pretty simple stuff. Kindergarten children could
irrefutable and inescapable but one that would worry theinderstand that. And soon the people of South Australia will have
majority of South Australians—namely, that, for wont of the opportunity to appreciate not just how simple but how obvious
understanding of government finances within the ranks of th is furphy is that the Treasurer of South Australia has attempted to
L . " .perpetrate on South Australians.
opposition in this house, the position of shadow treasurer wil } i i )
have to remain for the foreseeable future with the Hon. Rob What of this so-called sleight of hand, this accounting
Lucas in the other place. Virtually every opposition speakefiddle, this immoral practice, this deceptive manipulation of
in this debate has seized upon the comments ifithancial ~ Pudget figures, this downright dishonesty, this furphy that the
Review of Fr|day 12 Ju|y to Charge the Treasurer with Treasurer of South Australia has attempted to perpetrate on
executing—to quote the Leader of the Opposition—‘a sleighouth Australians? On the advice that | have been given, the
of hand’ and an ‘accounting fiddle’. In his speech, the LeadePractice to which the opposition has continually referred
of the Opposition said: during the course of this debate is one that it used from at

The Treasurer has deferred capital and dividend payments fror.lﬁaSt the 1999-2000 b'u.dget. In the 199.9'2.000 budget, I am
the bad bank and SAFA and transferred them into the curredfiformed that $201 million was to be distributed from the
financial year to create a false deficit for 2001-02 and an inflatedouth Australian Asset Management Corporation as dividend
surplus for the current year. What utter hypocrisy! Unfo_rtunately forfor budget purposes. | am informed that none of this money
the Treasurer thls_slelght of hand has not gone unnoticed. was applied to the budget purposes, and remained within
The leader continued: SAAMC. Similarly, in the 2000-01 budget, $109 million was

In fact, the Financial Review and former New South Wales to be applied from SAAMC dividends. | am informed that,
Auditor-General Tony Harris have described it in articles last weekagain, none of this money was applied and was retained as
as an accounting fiddle. One article by Alan Mitchell tided Account: unpaid dividend for use in the subsequent budget period. The
e has shifted nearly $300 million of dividends from the S2me is the case for the past financial year where, in line with

government’s remnant bank and finance corporation from hi€stablished practice, the $194 million of SAAMC dividends

rival's 2001-02 budget into his 2002-03 budget. were not required and were spilled across to the current
TheFinancial Review journalist made it clear that without the fiddle budget.
the budget would be in deficit, not surplus. The reason for this practice of deferring distributions from
The Leader of the Opposition went on to say: SAAMC and the South Australian Financing Corporation is,

Itis a pity that some of our local journalists did not pick up on | am advised, to offset the deferral of agency expenditure
that quite as quickly. advised by government agencies. This practice has been
The member for Unley backed up the position of the Leade#pplied consistently by the former government to achieve
of the Opposition with the observation: smooth results. This practice used by the previous Liberal

That must be the black hole which was referred to in thedOVernment has again been applied in the 2002-03 budget. In
Financial Review and to which | referred previously, the black hole the lead-up to the budget process, agencies advised Treasury
which is an accounting fiddle to shift money out of this financial yearand Finance of an under-expenditure of over $320 million in
Wh?;err:to\],:ﬁtsé?:f)eparro gggltﬁttjhe morality of the process. | do not kno 2001-02. This resulted in approved carryovers of over
about the legality of that process. ’ 6200 million in expgnt_ﬂture into 2002.-03.

Similarly. th ber for Briaht said: The deferral of distributions has typically occurred at three
imilar y € member for bright said: ) times in the year: during the budget process in April-May,

| put it to the house that the Treasurer has deliberately reduceghen preliminary results for a financial year become

that $304 million by an amount of $276 million to create a false j,,.: : . ; :
impression of a deficit. Effectively, he has then moved the balancgva'lable’ in August-September and in preparing the mid year

of the moneys across into this budget for the 2002-03 financial yeaPudget review in January. At each of these times, Treasury
thereby being able to claim a surplus. In fact he is claiming a surplusollates updated information about agency spending patterns
of $92 million. In the 12 budgets | have seen delivered in this houseand the state of government, taxation receipts and receipts

| have never seen a treasurer behave so deceptively to manipulate e :
budget figures in that area—deceptively and, | would arguefﬂim the Comtmc;rl\;]vealth. F(;Qm thlsttlnformatl((j)n,Treasury (Cja}[?]
dishonestly. ake account of the spending patterns and recommend the

The member for Govder said the followina: adjustments of dividend distributions accordingly to smooth
. ) y ) 9 out any unexpected over or under-expenditures. The action
In this years budget figures, Treasurer Foley takes onlyof the Treasurer in spilling over SAAMC and SAFA divi-

$27.5 million from the South Australian Asset Management - : .
Corporation and the South Australian Finance Authority prior tod€Nds to the next financial year and the next budget is a

30 June, not the $304 million, so that he can claim the fictional blaciPractice employed by the previous Liberal government for the
hole deficit of $62 million for 2001-02. He then puts it into the purposes of smoothing out unexpected over and under-
budget this year to create a supposed surplus of $92 million. It igxpenditures.

downright dishonest. It is not the way that a new Treasurer shoul . .
be starting his term in office, because, from now on, | for one will 1 he payment of dividends from the South Australian Asset

be suspicious of any figures that he puts forward. How can | rely odManagement Corporation and the overall operations of the
them? How can | trust him when itis clear as clear that he has usetbrporation are subject to annual auditing by the Auditor-

a gigantic fiddle? General's Department. The allocation of SAAMC dividends
The member for Bragg stated: by the Treasurer is in line with previous Liberal government
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practice, and the corporation is subject to audit review by tha huge volume of traffic, including buses and heavy transport.
Auditor-General. As the relevant act also provides for theTheir protection in the case of accidents that happen on this
board of directors of SAAMC to be subject to the control andstretch is the volunteers who sacrifice to serve their commu-
direction of the Treasurer, the dividend decisions of thenities. The same can be said for other regions.
previous Liberal treasurer have been subject to examination One of our most successful community development
by the Auditor-General, as will be the decisions of the currenprojects has been the local crime prevention strategies, and
Treasurer. it was acknowledged by the Liberal government that local
So much for the claims by the opposition of the sleight ofsolutions were needed that were tailored to suit their individ-
hand, the immoral practice, the deceptive manipulation ofial differences. Committees of dedicated volunteers have put
budget figures, the downright dishonesty, the furphy that tha place some excellent programs. | was delighted to see that
Treasurer of South Australia has attempted to perpetrate dhese programs had been funded, according to the regional
South Australians. The only furphy to be perpetrated in thidludget press release, only for these people to be disillusioned
debate is that of the opposition in its continual inferencenvhen told by the minister that a mistake had been made and
during the course of this debate that it has even a skerrick dhat this funding will not now be made available. This affects
an idea of public sector finance. the most disadvantaged members of our community. Essential
infrastructure for an electorate such as mine is a good road
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | have to congratulate the system to enable families to travel to school, work, church,
government on its marketing, and | sincerely hope that theport and social functions. These roads are shared with the
media and the public will see through and expose théarge trucks that carry the grain into the silos and the super
hypocrisy of what | consider to be a con perpetrated on theo the farms, producing a good proportion of the state’s
people of South Australia by a government that says it wantgealth.
honesty in government. This budget is particularly galling for  In 1993 the electorate had the two longest unsealed rural
those of us who live in the country regions. My electorate arterial roads in the state, and the then minister undertook to
which encompasses most of Eyre Peninsula, contributes abaéal all rural arterial roads by the year 2004. The minister was
$1 billion to the state’s economy. Such contribution (accordon track to keep her promise and had also helped with some
ing to the government budget press release especially writterery dangerous designated regional roads. Imagine my horror
for regional South Australia) will be recognised ‘with when | found that the arterial road budget had been cut to
increased funding in the priority areas of health, educationpnly $2.8 million and that the regional roads fund along with
community development and essential infrastructure’, anthe tourism road funding had both disappeared altogether.
projects that were already approved in the 2001-02 budget It costs around $120 000 to seal one kilometre of road, and
will be honoured. | understand that there are about 19 kilometres to go on the
Not only have these promises been broken but, to adock-Elliston Road, equating to about $2.28 million. This
insult to injury, additional taxes are particularly targeted towill presumably leave only $520 000 for the arterial roads for
hit those people who populate our regions. This is aftethe rest of the state, or are the people who live in what |
another promise that ‘none of our promises will require newunderstand is the largest council area with the smallest
or higher taxes and charges, and our fully costed policies doumber of people in the state to wait until the next Liberal
not contain provisions for new or higher taxes and chargesgovernment?
The biggest education shock came with the cutting of the long The Elliston council also contains a large area of parks
awaited and budgeted first stage of the Ceduna Area Schoelhere the local people are expected to maintain roads and
All new schools (bar one, | understand) are in Labor electorfirebreaks and volunteer to fight fires risking their lives to the
ates, and all are within commuting distance of the Adelaideletriment of their businesses, work and families. Where is our
CBD. So, a school that has brown hessian ceilings, that is fuMinister for Social Justice, for there is no social justice for
of stale mouse pee, dust and other unpleasant asthma causihg people of Elliston?
nasties, will remain, presumably, until we get the next Liberal | would like to say a few words about an issue that has
government. | invite the media to visit and see this school fokept the phones ringing in my office since the budget was
themselves. delivered. | refer to the increase in crown leases and licences
The health picture is no better. Within Flinders areand the freehold purchase price for perpetual leases. Even
10 acute care hospitals catering for the needs of the familidzanks have never differentiated between leasehold and
living in these remote regions and also the tourists who arreehold. As | understand, this crown land was leased at such
beginning to visit this wonderful area. The needs are great ia low rate on the written understanding that the people taking
these hospitals, and much of the equipment and facilities ar@n these leases would clear and develop this land. This they
provided by the communities. Despite this, the increase in thand their families did, putting up with considerable hardships
budget for country hospitals is only 2.4 per cent (less than thand deprivations which doing it required of them, particularly
rate of inflation), while the metropolitan hospitals receive an locations as remote as Eyre Peninsula.
huge 7.1 per cent. | suppose we are supposed to be grateful Now that the land has been tamed and there have been a
that we have not lost our paid ambulance officer in Cedundew good years, this socialist Labor government sees these
when other regions have lost theirs. City people are often ndarmers and their descendants as wealthy landholders who
aware that, except in Port Lincoln, the ambulances on Eyrenust be taxed. It makes me very angry that city people who
Peninsula are operated by volunteers and that any addédve never picked up a sledgehammer to break the rocks on
pressure to do more compulsory paperwork and training wiltheir land, who have never picked up a rock or a stump in
further discourage these dedicated, busy people. Marteir lives (let alone thousands upon thousands of them), now
ambulance services are already short-staffed, but city peopleok at this prosperous well farmed land and see independent
demand an ambulance when they are in the country arldndowners who have little time for the nonsense of the
happen to need one. The main east-west highway acrosgties—and the government wants to get at them. To me it is
Australia passes along the top of Eyre Peninsula and carriemjust and ignorant. | saw my father and brother with callused
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hands that bled from deep cracks. My mother’s brother diedalians.’ That is my point: we are in the process of governing
from polluted water from a well with no hope of getting to a for all South Australians.
doctor. Every family that has connections with the land has  gyme of the points that | would like to make will require

similar stories to tell. my referring to some of the speeches made by other mem-
This land has been bought and paid for by the blood, sweajers. | will start with some comments made by the member
and tears of the people from the land. When they purchasegr Unley. As you would be aware, Mr Acting Speaker, |
their perpetual leases they paid full market prices and fromhave the utmost respect for the member for Unley who, in the
then on all fees and charges were imposed on them bist instance, referred to comments of the former New South
governments (local, state and federal) as if the land had beggales Auditor General, Mr Harris, in tHénancial Review.
freehold. Most of these people, who do not trust governmentgie quoted Mr Harris as saying:
notto do what the government s currently trying to do, have He [Foley] shifted nearly $300 million of dividends from the
tried to freehold the'.r land. However, _b_urea_lucratlc red t_ap overnment’g remnant bankyand finance corporation from his rivals’
has often put almost insurmountable difficulties and consider001.02 budget into his 2002-03 budget.
able costs in their way, thus ensuring that many of the leases

have not been amalgamated or made freehold despite thénd interesting that it appears from the perspective of the
wishes of owners. opposition that this is some form of revelation, something

| suspect that the government has a fight on its hands th2€W that is occurring. I.remind the opposition that this hgs
it would not have anticipated. This is one issue where PE€N custom and practice for some time. Indeed, at the time
believe the community will stand and fight—something°fthe 2001-02 mid-year budget review the then treasurer (the

which, unlike farmers in places such as France, our farmefg®n- Rob Lucas from another place), among other things,
are normally very reluctant to do. Only today did | realise that2de adjustments to the timing of our SAAMC dividends to
the increase in stamp duty on houses worth over $200 00RFhieve small surpluses across the forward estimates.
will also apply to farming properties and, presumably, othe>Pecifically, it was recommended that $74 million be
businesses from which people earn their living and whictfleferred from 2001-02 for future years. So, we are not talking
they usually hope to build up and sell to provide for theirabout anything new; it is custom and practice.
retirement. This is a wealth tax to discourage those who are In its first budget, this government is continuing that
willing to buy their properties and businesses and take theustom and practice. | think a mountain is being made out of
risks, work the hours and pay the wages of others, both molehill. | wish there was a little bit more substance coming
directly and often indirectly. from the opposition than this clutching at straws with respect
Social justice obviously applies only to city people, andto highlighting what it believes is something different from
this government considers country people to be second-clagéiat has occurred in the past when that is not the case.
citizens. From a $9 billion Labor debt in 1993 to a balanced The member for Un|ey also referred—I am not quite sure
budget in just over eight years of Liberal government has naéf the relevance of this, but | am sure, Mr Acting Speaker,
been easy, and country people have contributed more thaRat you will guide me—to comments of the member for
their share, as acknowledged in the press release mentionggst Torrens when he said (quoting the leadership group of
earlier, which states: the Labor Party) that they said:
stato’s population, generates o thirds of the Sates sxport income, Ve Wil put police before consultants.
and a quarter of the state’s manufacturing turnover. He went on to say that he found it somewhat interesting that
It goes on to say: one of the first actions of our government was for the
Minister for Local Government to spend $50 000 on a
consultancy. The member for Unley would understand that
I would add: yes, with a kick in the guts. that $50 000 was spent to consult with the people, a process
that was not undertaken by the previous government with
Mr CAICA (Colton): Mr Acting Speaker, | endorse the respect to that project. Had that process been undertaken
comments of the member for Florey that it is a delight to beearlier, there is probably enough evidence to suggest that the
able to direct my comments on the budget through yog2 million in savings proposed now to be found by the state

This has been clearly recognised in the budget.

tonight. government in respect of that project might have been found
MsBreuer: Yuk! earlier and there could have been additional cost savings. So,
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brindal): If the member | do not believe that was a relevant point to make that time,

for Giles is feeling ill, she should leave the chamber. other than the fact that | am glad that it was identified that the

Mr CAICA: | would like to add that | am very thankful spending of a small amount of money to save $2 million was

to be on my feet at this time because any comments th& Very good exercise.

might come from the member for Torrens might be construed The next speaker from the opposition to whom | wish to
as interjecting on myself, given the mistakes that were madeefer is the member for Bright. Again, we go back a long
earlier. I am not quite sure how much consultation hasvay. We went to primary school together, high school
occurred between members opposite and their constituentisgether, university together and now we find ourselves in
because the clear indication that | am getting from theParliament House together, albeit entering this place at
constituents of Colton is that they are very impressed wittdifferent times; | have arrived a lot later. | guess the only
this the first Labor budget. Indeed, unlike the member fodifference between myself and the member for Bright at this
Flinders, my phone has been running hot with people ringingoint is that | am in government, he is not; and, indeed, he
up to say, ‘Congratulations. It's about time we had a governhas been able to maintain an outstanding growth of hair,
ment that not only was willing to make some hard decisionsvhereas | have lost mine. That is one of the differences
but also is in the process of governing for all South Aust-between the two of us.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Colton Health’s voice is so audible that her own member cannot be
would be advised to stick to the substance of the debate armbard.
not to hair growth. Mr CAICA: It seems to me that the member for Goyder
Mr CAICA: | apologise, sir, and | appreciate your believes that some outstanding financial management was
guidance. One of the comments made by the member famdertaken by the now opposition during its term in govern-
Bright is as follows: ment, when, clearly, everything we owned was sold to reduce

We have effectively seen delivered in this chamber a budget th/hat was indeed—and everyone would admit it—a huge

has taken that which was put together by the previous Liberafl€ficit at that time. | am being a bit loose in my quote here,
government, which has moved moneys around, which has artificialland | will paraphrase more than quote—
created a black hole and which has moved some moneys into those The Hon. |.F. Evansinterjecting:

areas that are normally favoured by Labor governments but with lng

some significant catastrophic results for sections ofourcommunit)f. W'\i/lllr ga’?‘rg%ﬁ};s"(‘g”tgh? tgéﬂirﬁfrwrﬁgor;%\f;g%ﬁ ilfl.tet;e

| do not think we as a government should apologise folngyertiser and which stated that it was not like selling the
rearranging moneys, because we are in government and Wemjly jewels: it was just like giving them away. | would now
should be directing moneys to our priorities, not to thejike to know (and | am sure the answers will arise somewhat
priorities of a party that is now in opposition. As to the |5ter) from those people who bought ETSA—bearing in mind
comment about significant catastrophic results for sectiong, 5t they might have 95 years of their lease left—whether or
of our community, | just reinforce the point | made earlier: ot that asset has been paid for in the first four or five years—
the community and the constituents | represent do not and Mrs Geraghty: They've made all their profits already.
cannot see those catastrophic results to which the opposition ;. cAICA: That's the point. | would like to know how

refers._lndeed, they are congratulating our go_vernrpent on tr[f‘uch money the new owners of the TAB are going to accrue
stand it has taken. The comment at my chlldren S footb_al ver the next few years in a short period of time. That is
match on the weekend—Henley v Port Districts (outstanding,ting edge financial management: to sell our assets at such
junior grade competition) was, ‘Congratulations, youry price that those who have purchased them are already
government has done a good job.” So, | guess there 'Stgearly the owners of them now, because they have had the
difference between_ the areas that | represent and the areas é‘f)acity to pay them off in such a short time. The member for
the member for Bright represents, but | point out that we argq et in his presentation, talking about a stamp duty, said:
a government that will continue to govern for all people. The . . .
- h We are seeing a wealth tax. What will the people in Morphett—

member for Bright went on to say: and | expect in the Labor seats of Colton, West Torrens and Port

Those South Australians who believed that Labor’s promisefdelaide—think when the government announces the wealth tax, the
would be delivered and voted Labor—albeit only 49 per cent of then$tamp duty going onto their homes?
on a two-party preferred basis— As | have said and will say again, the message | have had
again, that recurring thing that we did not actually win— from the people of Colton is that they are very pleased with
are no doubt particularly angry that, just four months after comingh® approach that we have taken in this budget. As to the
into office, Labor has already discarded its key promises. It is alseontribution by the member for Davenport, | did find it very
important to look at the way in which the accounting deceit has beeinteresting, albeit that he used the same speech writers that
carried outin this budget. each member of the opposition has used to date, and certainly
Again, we make no apologies for redirecting finances towardsings off the same tune sheet as everyone else. However, he
our priorities, and we will continue to do so. With respect todid add something that was almost humorous with respect to
the deceit of which the member for Bright accuses théhe honeymoon period and the relationship between this
government, | would again just say that the practice in recergovernment and the member for Hammond. | would suggest
years, and a practice adopted by the Liberal government, h#isat the member for Davenport take on board the comments
been to defer the distributions from SAAMC and SAFA of his federal leader: that is, forget about the member for
primarily to offset the deferral of agency expenditure advisedHammond and get on with being a good opposition; because
by government agencies. This practice has been applietle are going to be a good government, we need a good
consistently by the former government and now by ouropposition. | urge the member for Davenport to start working
government to achieve a smooth result. The next speaképwards that cause.
from the opposition to whom | refer is the member for One of the other comments made by the member for
Goyder, who commenced his remarks by saying: Davenport related to an attack on the core promises, referring

This budget is very disappointing. As | have highlighted in this {0 the public of South Australia being attacked and let down
house before, under a Liberal government we came to a new plate®y those core promises. Again, | make no apology on behalf
in terms of economic development and in terms of the status of thisf our government for redirecting finances towards those
state. Remember that we took this state from being a basket Cagfings that are our priorities. It is very rude and | expect it
some eight years ago to a new high. might be uncalled of for me to give advice to the member for
He concluded: Davenport. However, | would say that when | hear his

| fear that South Australia will start on a downward ride— contributions I am often reminded @he Life of Brian: he is
something that we as Liberals worked so hard to avoid by bringingiot the Messiah; he is a very angry man. Again, | paraphrase
the state to a new pinnacle, a new peak. | am very disappointed wit§ jittle there. | know that the regal blood of the party flows
this budget. through his veins and that he may well be destined for greater
My comment here is that | have a bit of a misunderstandingthings, but | think that he has to undertake a course of anger
| am having trouble coming to terms with the fact that themanagement before that will occur.
member for Goyder believes that through some sound One of the things noted by speakers on the other side was,
financial management, through some type of— again, this dishonesty and deceit. In fact, | congratulate the

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Itis difficult to keep  member for MacKillop, because he did have a different script
the opposition in line for interjecting if the Minister for writer. He actually said ‘deceit and deception’. That may be
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a tautology, but | will defer to those who know a litle more  MrsHALL (Morialta): The first budget of the Rann
than I. One of the comments made by the member fotabor governmentis one that the South Australian commun-
Davenport, again, was about the money that was no longétly will come to remember as one in which that old saying is
going to hospitals. It seems to me that under the previouso true: that the devil is in the detail—what little detail there
government what we had was many promises over manig so far. Treasurer Foley proudly echoes the words of his
budgets. For example, a hospital very dear to my electorat®remier and leader by constantly reminding us of how tough
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, | think might have beerhe is and how tough his budget is. Clearly, the buzz word of
announced four or five times— Labor at the moment is that magnificent five letter word
Ms Thompson interjecting: ‘tough’. In fact, the Treasurer boasted about his tough
Mr CAICA: Seven times, | am informed by my col- decisions, his tough budget, seven times in his budget speech.

league: seven times it was announced. We talk about decerietk;rt?oen igsi(tzgai“rgp gﬂgt (l:taizotrhg?sit r;g;”usiesd,ahgg\(/:euvnignltn
and dishonesty: the difference now is that we are actuaIIX g y

. . - . . ontaining an extraordinary range of broken promises; a
going to qlo it. I know that in the decay|.ng, dylng stages of theoudget ofgnew and increase)(; taxegs onthe busingss commun-
former Liberal government’s tenure in office some money.

. } and families; and a budget that contains flashing warning
was pushed to one side to start the stage 1 renovations at %ﬁ%ns of what is clearly to come. In its first budget in eight

t?]EH' However, the long-term intent of the government & ears, Labor has still not apologised to the South Australian
at stage was to turn that hospital into a community hospital . . -

. ommunity for the bizarre economic management and
| would say here that what we have now is a government thg isasters of the State Bank, although Treasurer Foley possibl
is going to be true to its commitment in the budget, and the : ' oug €yp y
QEH and other hospitals will be provided with ample fundsgOt as_(cj:lo_s et:;\ls I‘tﬁbgr IS ever gorllng ft?hgetbto dapciloglsmghwme nt

. : . - “he said, in the third paragraph of the budget speech, tha
to be improve a s.yste.m that is desperately in need of helplng.abor has ‘learnt from the past'.
Ms Thompson interjecting: Clearly, Labor has not learnt from the past because, if it
Mr CAICA: That's it. | always enjoy the contribution had, the broken promises just would not be there, and more
from the member for Schubert. In fact, if |am up in my roomthan an additional $320 million in increased taxes and
and | know that the member for Schubert is on, | will comegovernment charges would not be ripped out of our commun-
down here, because | would not miss it for the world. Whaity over the next four years. The devil is in the detail and, as
he said was that the priorities of the former government wereghat detail begins to unravel and the focused scrutiny
to use his term, ‘absolutely scrapped’. However, again tontinues, it is clear that this budget, and the government’s
would reinforce the point that there is nothing wrong with spin on this budget, has long-term disturbing implications for
that. We are directing finances and money towards outhe economic future of our state. As our leader Rob Kerin has
priorities. For the member for Schubert’s benefit, there arsaid, ‘This is not the budget of a government with the correct
other areas in South Australia than just the Barossa. We asnd the right priorities.’ This budget inflicts savage financial
a government for all South Australians, and will continue toattacks on families and on small and big business, and it
be so. seriously contains short-term payback attacks on regional

The member for Schubert also talked about fudging>outh Australia. R :
figures. As | said earlier, if we are being accused of fudging  Our shadow regional affairs minister (Hon. Caroline
figures now, why in the 2001-02 mid year budget review was>chaefer) has said, ‘Labor has never cared about South
the Hon. Rob Lucas not accused of fudging figures when héust.ralla, and this budget really proves that it still do.esn’t.’
made adjustments to the timings of the dividends fronBut it does follow typical Labor philosophy: tax business,
SAAMC so that small surpluses could occur over the nexgause jobs to be lost, scare the hell out of potential investors,
budget? Itis one and the same: there is no difference. | realgatCh development dry up, and then blame someone else.

think that the opposition should stop grasping at straws. Reading the 2001 budget response from the now Premier, the
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting; then leader of the opposition, demonstrates the betrayal which

. Labor has committed on behalf of the minority of South

~ Mr CAICA: The member for Stuart is another outstand-aystralians who voted for them, because those people
ing member with respect to his contributions in parl|ament0b\,i0us|y believed Labor at that time. | wonder what they
and I would not miss them for the world. There are those WhQyj|| do in the future. In a little over four months, they have
refer to the honourable member as the father of the house, aghnaged to break almost every key election promise they
| must admit that there are others who refer to him as thgyade. The message from this budget is: talk is cheap—
dinosaur of the house. However, | would not miss for the  \jrs Geraghty interjecting:

world a contribution by the member for Stuart. It makes a The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | know that the

person who would rather be home with his children at thisnember for Morialta’s contribution is robust, but most
time of night thankful to be here to able to hear such contribumempers have been heard in silence, and | ask the govern-
tions. ment to hear the member for Morialta in silence.

I would like briefly to reinforce a couple of the pointsthat  MrsHALL: As | said, from this budget, talk is cheap, and
I have made. This budget, with respect to those specifipromises are expendable under the Rann Labor government.
matters in which our government has been accused of decdis an example, the then leader of the opposition had the gall
and dishonesty and fudging figures, is actually beingo castigate our last budget speech for not containing the
consistent with past Liberal practices. It is essentially avords ‘electricity prices’, and for having no plan to tackle the
process by which you pay your bills when you receive thempumber one economic threat facing business and jobs in this
rather than paying them in advance. | am pleased to say, atate. Were the words ‘electricity prices’ and Labor’s plan to
a member of this government, that the budget is nowackle this number one economic threat facing business and
structurally sound because of the processes put in place lpgbs in this state addressed in this budget? No, they clearly
our Treasurer. were not.
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Labor has shown itself sadly to be quite adept at trying tesstrongly criticised the government for transferring dividends
rewrite political history since coming to office, but they from both SAAMC and SAFA to influence, as they saw it,
cannot rewrite official statistics. The ABS clearly and the budget bottom line.
consistently, for example, shows that the former government Well, lo and behold, what did they do? Not only did they
inherited an unemployment rate of well in excess of 10 pedelay the transfer of these funds in 2001-02 to create a false
cent, after previously reaching the dizzying heights of 12 pedeficit and support their mythical black hole claims: they had
cent under Labor. Over years of hard work and goodhe cheek to transfer $340 million from these entities into the
economic management and targeted job creation programsyrrent financial year to manufacture a surplus. That is
we saw that rate drop to the best figure this state has record&d0 million more than they had criticised us for. It clearly is
in well over a decade. breathtaking hypocrisy! Remember, this is the same Treasur-

The fact that the government has not bothered to producer who criticised the previous government for this practice,
an employment statement with this year's budget papersaying it was a trick and a smokescreen, and that these funds
makes me fearful that the success of the past eight years @thould be used to pay off debt.
addressing unemployment will be undone by this govern- On the issue of state debt, it pains me to see that net debt
ment. Is it any wonder that it is forecasting a reduction inis once again on the rise—and almost immediately upon
employment growth of .25 per cent for this year in its ownLabor’s taking office. Has nothing been learnt from the
budget papers? It is interesting that Janet Giles, the UTL@xpensive and devastating mistakes of the past? | think not.
President, said: The broken promises that should concern all South Aust-

The big disappointment is jobs. There is really nothing that would@lians are those that specifically affect jobs, and the cutting
give us any hope that would create employment, particularly for ouof the 600 jobs from the Public Service, despite firm pre-
young people. election commitments to the contrary, has again set the scene
That is a fair condemnation from their own president. Jarior the type of government that we now have in office in this
McMahon, the General Secretary of the Public Servicestate.

Association, has some fairly cruel things to say about her As aformer minister for employment, | am aghast at the
government, when she says that South Australians should nitduction in youth traineeships by a little over 100. It was a

be under any illusions. She says: successful program and should not have been cut; it should
This budget will impact on every government department. Nohave been expanded. Jobs, and job growth, should be a
agency will be quarantined. priority of this government. Clearly, that is not the case.

There is another highly visible example of this absolute
Itis great to say that you have been able to employ extra teachedebaCIe a}nd total betrayal of trust by Fhis Treasurer invqlving
and nurses, but if at the same time you are cutting the number (Eﬁ_e_hotel industry. The South Australian hotel |ndustry_ isthe
medical scientists, ward clerks in hospitals and school servic¥ictim of the two faces of Treasurer Foley. There is the
officers—the people who underpin the work of nurses and teachprivate, sincere face that cultivates friendships, trust and
ers—you defeat the purpose. goodwill over a number of years; the private face that says,
She says further: in private, ‘Don’t worry, my friends, I'll look after you; trust

This is the human face of the impact of the job losses théM€. | won'tincrease your tax rate; no super tax from me.’
government is about to implement. A further impact will be the loss  He then commits that same promise to paper, but then
of 600 pay packets into the community, particularly smaller regionalyhat does he do? As one of his very first actions in the office
communities and particularly small business. of Treasurer, he puts on his public Labor face and now
This is one of its own officials. But what do we have of proudly boasts that he could not in all conscience notimpose
Labor's commitments over the past 12 months? Labothis new super tax. The tragedy of this sheer arrogance is that
committed to the construction of an electricity interconnectolt confirms public perception that the spoken word, and that
to New South Wales to give us a cheaper power base loatle Foley written word, can never be trusted, not now, and
from the eastern states. The then leader said that our budg®dver in the future. He claims that he is only taxing the super
silence on electricity prices was deafening. Perhaps thigch.
government still has a page or two missing from this year's Well, as we start down that well-worn Labor philosophical
budget to address this pre-election ‘number one economigath, the effect of this savage impost will see future invest-
issue facing our state’. ment falter. Sadly, we will again see jobs go and we will see

Labor promised, in addition, to scrap the emergencyrices rise. The government may not like it but the reality is
services administrative unit and to close at least two Asiafthat the hotel and hospitality industry is an enormous
trade offices. The Premier specifically named China an@mployer in this state. The figure the industry claims is
Indonesia. Broken promises come naturally to the AustraliaBsomething in excess of 23 000. Sure, a large proportion of
Labor Party when it comes to dealing with budgets andhose employees are casually employed but that happens to
finances. suit a lot of young people who, by choice, want to work part

Ms Rankine interjecting: time to help supplement, in many cases, their income range

MrsHALL: As is now well recognised and acknow- as they study and go through their various higher education.
ledged by the country’s most respected finance writers and The General Manager of the AHA, John Lewis, said it
political commentators— pretty well, | believe, on ABC Radio when he said:

The ACTING SPEAKER: | know that the member for This is an irresponsible tax on jobs and on business. What it is
Wright is passionate about this, but would you stop interjectgoing to do is to give South Australia a reputation as an investment
ing? black hole.

MrsHALL: —Labor has used the accounting fiddle, to The broken promises continue with a savage financial attack
quote from theé=inancial Review, to create a claimed surplus on self-funded retirees and a $20 concession for pensioners’
of $92 million for this year and a deficit of $68 million for power bills—all promises made, all promises broken. In his
last year. When in opposition, the Premier and Treasurer botbudget speech, the Treasurer was scathing in his attack on the

She goes on to say:
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federal government for what he perceived as a brokethis budget, and | thought there were two: the first is by
promise in tax funding, yet less than a week later he criticise€harles de Gaulle, who said:

the opposition for not (as he puts it) having the moral fibre |y politics it is necessary either to betray one’s country or the
to go back on a promise, whilst he did. This statement amazesectorate.

me and | seek to remind the Treasurer that it takes greatgpgieye that this government with this budget has done that
moral fibre to be true to your word than to break yourgyiremely well this time. Another quote is from Everett
pro_m:_set.) daet of brok ses is tvoical of h Dirksen who said:

IS budget of broken promises 1S fypical of the empty The three laws of politics are: one, get elected; two, get re-
rhetoric we have come to expect from the Premier and thg|o ted: and. three. don't get mad get even.

Treasurer. It is reminiscent of the classic snake-oil dealers; | . . L
he will tell you exactly what you want to hear; he will peddle It IS My view that the community of South Australia will

all of the easy answers; but, when it comes time to delivedndeed get even with the Australian Labor Party and the
all we are left with are excuses and finger pointing. For all th

5ann-led government on the third Saturday in March 2006.

promises and easy answers peddled by the Labor Party during . )
the campaign and over the past eight years, this, its first Tthon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
budget, has exposed a party and a cabinet with no plan for'§OVe:
successful and growing South Australia, and it is ill-equipped That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
for the rigours of government. extended beyond 10 p.m.

The electorate of Morialta is somewhat affected in a Motion carried.
number of ways by this budget: not only by job prospects or
lack of; not only by future economic growth or lack of; by ~ MrsREDMOND (Heysen): Members would be aware
business taxes, which there are plenty of; and by brokethat this is my first budget and the first budget of a number
promises, which there are plenty of. Very specifically, aof other new members in this house. It has taken a consider-
number of issues remain unresolved, and | will be pursuingble amount of time to read through the documentation and
them with vigour and in more detail at a later stage. But | findto decipher it using the wonderful assistance of the two-page
myself in agreement (which is most unusual and extremelglossary at the back of page 3 of the budget paper documents.
rare) with the PSA General Secretary on the specific issue dfeadily acknowledge that | had a lot to learn and, indeed, |
the future of the Magill Youth Training Centre. | am very did learn a lot by reading these documents. It was evident
concerned at the lack of information contained in this year'dight from the outset that there were many inconsistencies
budget. Certainly, at this stage, | can find no provisionbetween what the government was saying and what was the
whatsoever for the relocation of the centre from Magill toreality, between what the government was promising to do
Cavan, and | await with interest the Treasurer’s response @hd what it was actually delivering. For instance, in his
what has happened to the $22 million that was allocated iRudget speech, the Treasurer states:
forward estimates to this project. | suspect that this is just The first point is that, in recent times, this state has under-
another cruel cut, but surely the conditions under which thgerformed compared to the rest of the nation and relative to its
young clients of that facility live and the working conditions Potential. Economic growth in South Australia has lagged behind

- - that of the nation as a whole.

of the caring staff at the centre should be a top priority for ]
this government. Therefore, as | said, | await with interest tdf he facts stated in the Treasurer's own budget documents
be part of a briefing to be provided by the minister on thissimply belie that statement, and | ref.er members to the items
Comp|ex and Concerning question. on the South Australian .economy n Chapter 9 of Budget

In addition, | want to know the details and solutions on thePaper 3 where the following statements are made:
future of Thorndon Park (the recreational and regional reserve Data for State Final Demand (SFD) shows that South Australia’s
in the electorate of Morialta) and what will be provided to €conomy grew by just 0.1 per cent in the March quarter, but previous

; e : : ; rong growth has resulted in a 5.7 per cent through-the-year increase
detailed questioning during estimates, along with some of th{% the March quarter. This strength is expected to be reflected in

solutions for the funding options that are currently availableyejaively strong economic growth in South Australia for the full
Issues relating to the future of horticulture, land use andinancial year.

appropriate planning reforms in the section of my electorate Activity in the new dwelling sector has reboundedSouth
covered by the Adelaide Hills Council remain a high priority Australia’s trend unemployment rate was 6.6 per centin May 2002,

_ : - .~ compared to 7.4 per cent in May 2001. Continued strength is
to me and many of my hard-working constituents who IIVeindicated by the 20 per cent increase through the year in trend job

in that area. advertisements to May 2002.

In addition, a number of various committed multicultural  Business investment is expected to replace residential construc-
groups and associations, along with their dedicated and hartien as a major driver of economic activity. Retail trade. . grew
working volunteers are concerned about future cuts througi 10 per cent through the year to the March quarter 2002 (real

. . .terms). This was above the national average and second highest of
out a number of portfolio areas. | trust the estimates commi all the states. South Australia’s trend motor vehicle sales increased

tee may allay many of the fears that these groups have at thg 13 per cent through the year to Apri—well above the national
moment. Labor believed that it could sneak into power withaverage of 9.7 per cent. _ _
the support of the member for Hammond—that it would all  EXports continue to bolster. economic growth in South

; + Australia. Notwithstanding the international slowdown, exporters
just happen. Well, | am here to tell the government that it ISsA\trengthened their ties with established markets such as USA, UK

not quite that easy. Complex and difficult decisions need tQng the Middle East, resulting in growth of 11 per cent in the 10
be made on a day-to-day basis; promises need to be deliverefionths to April 2002.

and, more importantly, remember that honeymoons never last During 2000-01, farming incomes were high by historical
for that long. In the end, the South Australian public will standards—good crop yields coupled with favourable exchange rates

; : d commodity prices resulted in a buoyant agricultural sector. The
come to see that all of the promises made by this governme al farm gate value of SA's agricultural production increased by

were not worth the paper on which they were written. | tried27 per cent. . from 1999-2000, and was 59 per cent higher than
to find a couple of appropriate quotes about the politics 01997-98.
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So it goes on. To suggest, as the Treasurer did, that this state On 26 January 2002 | wrote to Mr John Lewis regarding Labor's
has underperformed, compared with the rest of the nation arisition on taxes and charges. The full sentence being quoted reads
relative to its potential, simply does not fit with the document®s foncl)vr:]?ortantly Labor will not raise taxes or charges from
|ts.elf. A number of promises were made by the government current levels or introduce new taxes and charges to fund our
prior to the budget and during the budget speech which modest spending program and to achieve a balanced budget.

clearly have not been met. The most fundamental, of cours . .

and that which has been referred to by virtually every othe%der:]ri]fn went on later in that answer to the same question to
speaker, is that of ‘no new taxes and no increase in taxes’ 34M' _ _ o
am sure that the average person in my electorate and eve%/g However, confronted with the advice of Treasury of $90 million

- super profits earned by a limited number of hotels, advice
where else in the state thought that meant no new taxes a nfirmed by two independent sources, | would have been negligent

no increase in taxes. as a Treasurer to have ignored this advice.

Instead, what do we find? Let us look at the property, . N . .
market. After all, the investment in the family home remains,What the Treasurer seems to be ignoring, in fact, is that this

the single mostimportant factor in the financial lives of most> Just such a bIatant. reversal of Whaf[ he ha§ C'Ga!'y stated. He
people. Stamp duty on all conveyances was increased, margems to think that if he puts a positive spin on it, that he is

g : PRobin Hood robbing the rich to benefit the poor, all will be
quite significantly, starting at any property over $200 000, bu orgiven. He fails to recognise the breach of trust and the lack

the increase is markedly increasing as the value of thef faith created in the business community by this one act
property goes up. The stamp duty on a $300 000 property urthermore, he fails to recognise the damage to people who

increasing by $500 in its base rate, plus an additional - - . g
1 per cent on that part of the value of the property ove ave e_ntered into contracts in g_ood fanh_based on business
$300 000 plans, in turn resting on the quite specific promises of the

) government prior to the election.

Similarly, in relation to the emergency services levy, the . . L
y gency y The second point about this decision is that the govern-

government says that it is not increasing the rate of that lev . . O "
on private property owners, but it does not need to becauéent is recovering an extra $39 million in additional taxes by
' is measure, but is only funding its programs to help

the property values on virtually every property in the statd

will see to its getting an increase. Then there is the matter diroPIem gamblers to the tune of $1 million per year. Suffice
motor vehicles. After all, most families own one car, if not to say that ‘no new taxes and no increase in taxes’ could not

two. We were expecting no increase, but what do we fingPossibly mean the extra $250 million in taxes which this

We find a pre-budget announcement of a 9 per cent increa&¥idget delivers to the government.
for most people. | also want to comment on a couple of other matters,
Most particularly, in respect of that promise of no newincluding another broken promise of the government. It
taxes and no increase in taxes, | want to comment on thfomised quite specifically a reduction of $20 million in
gambling tax revenue. The government has been blowing il%onsult_ants’ fees. Certainly, there is _a_reductlon (_)f $10.6 mil-
trumpet loudly about how this is a Robin Hood budget—“on, a little over half what was specifically promised by the
taking from the rich and giving to the poor. The governmengovernment prior to the election.
announces in this budget document its plan to restructure the My next comment is in relation to the overall budget, in
gambling machine tax to take a portion of the so-called supefarticular, the deception perpetrated by noting and describing
profits of certain rich hotels. Two things concern me aboutn the budget documents a number of operating and invest-
this decision. Itis not so much the decision to increase the tafent expenditures which are stated in the budget but which
on those hotels which concerns me but, rather, the blatao not commence until some time in the future. For instance,
way in which the Treasurer has gone against not just thé the area of human §ervicesinitiative§,we have ‘add'itional
general promise of no new taxes and no increase in taxes, b@oup homes’, described as supporting ‘the provision of
a very specific, explicit promise, both in writing and face tosupported accommodation in a community setting for people
face, made by the Treasurer to the Australian Hotels AssocidVith intellectual disabilities’. That sounds terrific, but how
tion that he would not increase this tax. The Treasurer duringluch is budgeted for that in 2002-03? It is zip; in 2003-04,
question time— zip; and in 2004-05, zip. We do not get any funding on that
MsRankine You should have been here when the formerine until 2005-06. It sounds terrific, but it is not happening.
premier announced the sale of ETSA, if you want to talk  Similarly, the Women'’s and Children’s Hospital is listed
about broken promises. You should have been here then. in the same human services initiatives. It is to improve a
The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Wright range of services at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital,
should contain herself. She knows that is out of order. according to the description, but, again, for the first two years
MrsREDMOND: For four years the government sat herenothing is applied towards that line. Again, in its ‘Investing
as the opposition loudly proclaiming the injustice of theinitiatives’ under ‘additional group homes’, for the first two
former government and its sale of ETSA. What hypocrisy toyears there is nothing; $1.8 million in the third year; and
now turn around and say that, having belted the formenothing in the fourth year. Again, in its ‘Investing initiatives’,
government over four years for breaking a promise, the verihe Women’s and Children’s Hospital misses out on any
first thing this government does is break its first promises. actual funding in the immediate future.
The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Heysen Similarly, in the area of transport and planning on table

should not rise to the bait. 3.13, the ‘Investing initiatives’, rather than the ‘Operating
Ms Rankine: That's right; it's improper. initiatives’, includes ‘annual major transport project pool'—I
The ACTING SPEAKER: And the member for Wright thought this was really good when [ first read it—and it is to

should be quiet. ‘fund a number of transport projects including new overtak-

MrsREDMOND: The Treasurer during question time on ing lanes, shoulder sealing and funding for the State Black
15 July acknowledged that he had made this promise. Indee8pot Program as part of road safety initiatives’. But, when
he said: members read the document, again they see that there nothing
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in 2002 and nothing in 2003. It is perpetrating a lie to put What do we find in this budget? The Stirling East Primary
these in on the basis these are all part of the current budge&chool redevelopment is certainly still there. However, last
they are certainly not. year it was to have $1 million spent on it—although the work

My biggest overall concern with this whole budget isiS yet to commence—but this year the budget has been
really the emphasis on the city, and the largely Laborreduced to $500 000. In other words, although the total
electorates, surprisingly, at the expense of the regions of thigutcome will be the same, the government is slowing it down
state. Our regions are so important to this state. All rurand delaying the redevelopment. Apart from that, the only
sectors have shown strong growth since 1997-98. The budggeecific items for the electorate of Heysen out of the entire
document quite clearly states that we have extremely goodudget are, first, the Mount Lofty Summit, with a budget
regional economic conditions. It states: allocation of $200 000 for each of the next two years. This

The region contributing most to the State’s total value of'S allocated to mtrOduce new marke.t!ng aCt'V'tIFT‘S to p.r°’.“°te
production is the northern region, where mining activities contributdn€ Mount Lofty Summit and its facilities, ongoing building
almost $2 billion to the state’s total value of primary industry maintenance, landscaping and security costs. While |
production. The Eyre and Yorke regions contributed over half of thavelcome the news, it is really to benefit visitors to the area
state’s value of field crop production of $1.3 billion, of which wheat rather than those who live in the electorate.

contributed $767 million, Then we have the Mount Lofty catchment management.

The Murraylands and the South-East contributed almost half oﬁ_h. . h h A s h
the state’s total livestock production, and the horticulture industryl NiS item states that the operating initiatives under the

(which includes wine production) is heavily represented in theportfolio of environment and conservation and the River
Riverland, South-East, Fleurieu and Barossa regions. Seafoddurray are to introduce formal catchment management
production is mainly concentratied in the Eyre region, showing tshrough prescription and licensing in line with the provision
isn&%r;%ipef_sencem @ tunaindusty as well as growing aquactituifs the water Resources Act 1997. That is fine, but once again

. . when we look at the budget we find that the amount to fund

The total farm gate value of South Australia’s primary s initiative in 2002-03 is zero. The amount to fund this
production of $4.2 billion—that was in 2000-01—was Upnjtiative in 2003-04 is zero. So it is not until three years
27 per cent from 1999-2000 and 59 per cent higher thagown the line that there will be any spending on this initiative
1997-98. So, on the basis of the government's own documenj;ithin the electorate. Those are the only items in the budget
therg is no doubt that th|s'|s an important area for this Statespecifically referring to anything happening in the electorate
Itis important thatou_rreglons are I_ooked after. But what dqyy Heysen. Of course, there is the more general European
we find in terms of this budget and its effect on regions? Theyasp control program. That obviously affects the electorate
overall reduction in regional programs is estimated to be gks Heysen, where we have a European wasp problem. | am
least $17 million. The animal disease control item last Yeahleased to see that at least some funding for a control
was $10 million for incident response; this year it is only program has been included. However, a one-off budgeted
$6 million. Cuts to FarmBis will result in regional cuts amount of $100 000 for one year only suggests to me that the
to TAFE and PIRSA and significant job losses in regionalyovernment is not committed to a serious program to
areas. There are cuts to regional volunteer ambulance radi,dicate the problem.
stations serving Eyre Peninsula, Yorke Peninsula and the \wnat then are the serious issues for the people of the
South-East. By the way, this is just a clear example of th@)ectorate of Heysen? What do we want addressed? Numer-
bureaucracy pulling the wool over the government's eyes iyys primary schools in the electorate have significant
not explaining how devastating these cuts in particular Willnaintenance and restructure issues; for instance, Kangarilla
be to the volunteer ambulance service in these regions. Cri”iﬁ’rimary School has been assessed for its asset management
prevention i_n th(_a regions has beer_1 cut ffom $1.4 million topurposes as being in need of two teaching spaces and half
$600 000 with virtual shut-down within six months. a million dollars in refurbishment. Mylor Primary School has

Probably most startlingly of all is the government's been long overdue for redevelopment, having somehow fallen
position on perpetual leases. The government's intention teff the list during a previous Labor government. Children
impose rental on these indicates its complete failure tehere have to walk some distance in very cold, wet weather
understand that the properties—be they businesses, housgsoilets well away from school buildings. The Echunga and
or farms—are bought and sold at commercial rates. Thes@ieadows Primary Schools have significant maintenance and
leaseholders are the rightful owners who paid proper valugeaching space issues. | have mentioned before in this house
for the property. There has been a decrease in road programsraidla, Norton Summit and Basket Range Primary Schools.
and there have been cuts to education such as that involvinghese schools have no reticulated water supply and are forced
the Ceduna school, already referred to by the member fap close whenever there is a blackout, which can be a pretty
Flinders. Social justice programs have been cut, and thefgequent occurrence in the summer.
have been cuts to the level of funding in regional hospitals. There is also no mention in the budget—although | remain
This budget ignores all our rural regional sectors. hopeful—that maintenance for these is somehow hidden

What does the seat of Heysen have to look forward to outnder some generic heading. Redevelopment is long overdue
of the budget? Stirling East Primary School—happily—is affor all those schools | have named. Redevelopment of the
least in the budget, and the same total amount is still allocatetiidgate CFS is also long overdue, where we have volunteers
for its redevelopment. It is a very necessary redevelopmenivho have worked for years out of premises which are truly
Itis the largest primary school in the electorate, and it is builsubstandard. It was previously funded for redevelopment well
entirely with transportable buildings, many in very poorbefore the three month limit imposed by this government in
condition, with leaking roofs causing not just children’s terms of those promises which had been made prior to the
clothing and books to become saturated—and that is eveglection and which it would not keep. The government made
when the clothes are hanging inside the buildings—but evedlear in the budget papers that it did not intend to honour
computers being damaged by water in the rooms where thbose promises made in the last three months, but the arrange-
young children are about to sit down to use them. ments for the funding of the CFS were made well before that,
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yet | can find no reference to it in the budget papers. Therean the government fund essential works on schools (not just

is a crying need to provide the most basic adequate facilitieim my electorate but also in other electorates) and increase the

for our volunteers there. Again, | hope that it is hiddennumber of teachers in schools, when spending has been cut

somewhere in a generic line in the budget. Similarly, there i®y $34 million in real terms?

the new ambulance station for the Crafers interchange. I will talk a little about another of Labor’s great broken
promises, that is, the heralded promise of a huge increase in

Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): Being a newly elected spending on health services. The total increase in operational
member to this place, | have to say that | am disappointed.funding for human services this year is, | believe, $106 mil-
am not disappointed particularly for myself or my colleaguesion, compared to $213 million last year. In real terms, health
because we had a fairly good idea what was coming, but | a’pending has increased by 0.94 per cent—less than 1 per cent.
disappointed for the people of South Australia, because thegne does not have to be a mathematical genius to work out
thought that this new Labor government was going to delivethat 1 per cent of $106 million is a fraction over $1 million.
on its big election promises. Unfortunately, they have beenvell, whoopee—an increase of a little over $1 million on
duped. Their trust has been betrayed. South Australians werealth spending! If that is the best that this government can
expecting big increases in spending on health services and hig, we are in very serious trouble.
increases in spending on education: ‘No increase in existing  Also, with respect to delivering adequate health services,
taxes or no new taxes’ was the promise by this Labohow does the government plan to fund the building of new
government. However, what did we see in this budget—aged care facilities as a consequence of ceasing the availabili-
broken promise after broken promise! This Labor governmerdy of HomeStart loans for this purpose? How do the Treasurer
could remind us of the government we had a few years agand the Minister for Health plan the expansion of the aged
in Canberra. Members might remember the LAW tax cutscare facilities at Gumeracha Hospital? We have not heard a
Keating promised the LAW tax cuts. But what happened?hing. They do not have an answer, and while they sit there
They did not eventuate. It looks as though this Laborthe aged in our community are the ones being hurt. Funding
government is heading down that same track. for aged care is going begging because of this government’s

It is back to the old days of high taxes and wastefulinability to prioritise correctly.
spending, which is extremely disappointing for South While we are on the subject of health, | have raised an
Australians, particularly after the eight years of hard work byissue with the minister about the Mount Barker Hospital. |
the Liberal government to clean up the mess left by the yeasgrote to the minister on 25 March, and last Thursday
of waste by Bannon and Co. The Premier assured Souitl1 July) | asked a question in the house about the matter. At
Australians that a Labor government would have the righthe time of my asking that question, my office had not
priorities such as big increases in health and educatioreceived a response. Well, lo and behold, what rolls up in the
spending. But it is clear that these promises have all beemail yesterday? A reply from the minister dated 11 July.
broken. Let us look at some facts. Education, in real termsy/hat a coincidence! | can tell the house that the reply was
has been cut by $34 million. That is a real concern, becaugsretty nebulous. When the Mount Barker Hospital is bursting
there are many projects and initiatives within the educatiomat the seams as a result of an increase in demand on services,
system that obviously require adequate funding. | know ofind the minister has not done a thing about it, this govern-
many areas in my electorate that require the allocation afent will be further exposed as a poor manager. It obviously
funds to ensure that a satisfactory standard of education iacks the ability to correctly prioritise the real needs of our
delivered. | would like to give the house some examples. community.

There are schools in Kavel that need significant money | would like to talk about the issue of tax increases. During
spent on their infrastructure. Oakbank Area School, Woodthe election campaign, the ALP assured the public that it
side Primary School and the Birdwood high and primarywould not increase existing taxes and that it would not
schools all need a significant allocation of funds. | know thaintroduce any new taxes. And what do we see? We find a raft
Oakbank Area School has recently had a redevelopment of tax hikes: a pokies super tax, the emergency services levy
some $2.8 million, but that is about half of what it really rising, compulsory third party insurance is higher, stamp duty
needs. Woodside Primary School really requires a whole neen property transfers is up, and the cost of crown leases
school to be built, and both schools at Birdwood also requiréncreasing from $2 to $300; they are all examples of tax
urgent redevelopment work to be undertaken. hikes. With respect to the pokies super tax, ask John Lewis

Another program in my electorate that requires continuingf the AHA what they think of it, particularly when they were
funding is SAILAH (Schools and Industry Links Adelaide told—guaranteed—that the pokies tax would not increase.
Hills). This is a regional partnership that was founded toThe AHA is ropeable. Only yesterday | spoke about this issue
engage the resources of the local community to support vocavith a hotelier who owns a licensed premises in my elector-
tional learning in preschools, primary and secondary schoolate. He honestly believes that this government is robbing him
SAILAH, | believe, has been very successful in buildingand other hotels that have gaming licences. The gentleman
these partnerships between schools, communities and busient on to say that this taxation regime is ruining his
nesses, and has delivered real outcomes for both students dniness. | am not enamoured of poker machines, but they
industry in our region. Some very positive benefits have combave been allowed into this state legally. People earn part of
from this particular VET program. This initiative has beentheir living from the profits generated from the machines, and
running for three years, and adequate funding from the gowthey provide employment opportunities. My constituent feels
ernment to support the respective programs for VET in the¢hat this proposed taxation regime is totally unjust. It is
region is vitally needed. | hope that the minister can guarancertainly a disincentive to attract new investment to this state.
tee continuing funding for SAILAH, because | cannot see any | would now like to talk about transport-related issues. The
reference in the budget papers specifically highlighting VETMinister for Transport has put out a statement along the lines
programs. It looks as though we are in for a fairly bleak timethat a total of $223.6 million will be spent on roads, with a
for the next few years, if this budget is any indication. Howpriority being towards arterial roads. That is all okay, but let
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us hope that some of that money will also be spent on outontext. This new station was one of the highest priorities that
main road system. | have previously spoken in the housthe police identified before the election and | know that work
about these two issues. They concern the towns of Mounwas done on this by the former Liberal government.
Barker and Hahndorf. Unfortunately for the government, In closing, as | said, this budget is a disappointment. It
these issues will not go away. Given the rate of populatiopromised so much but it delivered so little. | think the people
growth in the Mount Barker, Littlehampton and Nairne dist-of this state are disappointed. Labor government allies, the
ricts, and the increased pressure that that places on loaahions, have spoken out against the budget. | think we are all
roads, the government has to commit to building a seconih for a very bleak future if this budget is any indication of
freeway interchange in that area, or it must commit to workwhat is in store for us over the next four years. Broken
with, and provide funds for, the local council to assist withpromise after broken promise is all we can look forward to.
a major upgrade of current road network in and around those Bill read a second time.
towns.

This region is one of the fastest growing areas in the 1heHon.M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
nation. That obviously places pressure on roads, with thE'0Ve:
problem in Mount Barker already being felt by local resi-  That this bill be referred to estimates committees.
dents. The District Council of Mount Barker has called on  Motion carried.
Transport SA to investigate an additional freeway inter-
change, but the minister has said that it is low on the list of TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
priorities. This issue will start to loom even larger than it ismove:
at present, because 2 000 new homes are planned to be built That the house note grievances.
in the district over the next three to four years. This will
amount to significantly more traffic movementin and around MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.

the area which will result in unsustainable pressure on the
current road infrastructure. ESTIMATESCOMMITTEES

Another major issue is that of Hahndorf’s main street.
Hahndorf is one of the major tourism icons of this state, bu},n

its main street is old and narrow and it is not coping with the N . .
That a message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting that

vast_ numbers of hequ trucks t_hat use itas amain “Ta”SPQIﬁe Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries and the Minister for
corridor. Hahndorf is a beautiful piece of living history aporiginal Affairs and Reconciliation, members of the Legislative
showcasing our arts and cultural heritage, and thousands Gbuncil, be permitted to attend to give evidence before the estimates

visitors seek out the town to enjoy its many interesting shopsommittees of the House of Assembly on the Appropriation Bill.
and its unique village atmosphere. This brings tourist buses, Motion carried.

cars and pedestrians into the main street. Of course, it has a

large local population of about 2 000 residents who travel by EDUCATION (COM PUL SORY EDUCATION AGE)

car to and from the two schools, churches and shops, and the AMENDMENT BILL

main street is the access point to the other streets. The main S . o
street is also an important transport route, part of the north- The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

south corridor from the northern rural areas to the southerdmendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
rural areas and return. amendment the Legislative Council desires the concurrence

The Southern and Hills Local Government Association©! the House of Assembly:
has produced a forward planning document entitled ‘2010 ??;Jniﬁb—ngtg;mgigg insert new clause as follows:
Transpon Plan wiehacknonledge he need oraSaossa. T ctimens ety st do ot
4 . a child who has, before the commencement of this Act, attained
Transport SA is aware of the very large numbers of heavy the age of 15 years if—
vehicles that use this road. The main street is congested and (@) the child has ceased to attend or be enrolled at a school;

inafi i and
the combination of trucks, buses, cars and pedestrians makes (b) the child is—

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
ove:

manoeu_vring_through the town very difficult for all concerned _ ()  in full-time employment; or

and at times it can be unsafe. The government must commit (i)  enrolled as a full-time student in an approved
to building a heavy vehicle bypass around the main street, .. course of instruction or training; or

and it needs to commit sooner rather than later. (iii)  engaged in part-ime employment and enrolled

. . . in an approved course of instruction or train-
Another issue concerning roads is the Lobethal to Mount i PP

] ing.
Torrens Road. For many years, this road has been patched  (2) In this section—

and patched. Itis in a very poor state of repair. | have written ‘approved course of instruction or training* means a
course of instruction or tralnlng—

to the minister specifically h|gh||ght|ng the need for a total (a) provided by a college of technical and further
upgrade but the reply that | received spoke in general terms education pursuant to the Technical and Further
of the road being placed on a list of candidate projects for Education Act 1975; or _

future funding. That is a little encouraging, but | again urge (b) accredited under Part 3 of the vocational Educa-
the government to place this high on its list of priorities, and © g?g’ gf%p'?gg?ge%”g Tr?”:j'lg%é]d 1994; or

I will continue to push this issue until the road has been fixed P yreg '

properly. ADJOURNMENT

On a more positive note, | am pleased that a new police
station is to be built at Mount Barker. It is expected to be At 10.33 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday
completed by 2005. That is good news, but let us put this ii7 July at 2 p.m.



