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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 19 November 2002

The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated her
assent to the following bills:

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer
Games)(On-Line Services) Amendment,

Constitution (Parliamentary Secretaries) Amendment,

Co-operatives (Miscellaneous) Amendment,

Criminal Law Consolidation (Offences of Dishonesty)
Amendment,

Criminal Law Consolidation (Territorial Application of
the Criminal Law) Amendment,

Gaming Machines (Gaming Tax) Amendment,

Gas Pipelines Access (South Australia) (Reviews)
Amendment,

Legal Services Commission (Miscellaneous) Amendment,

Parliamentary Committees (Presiding Members) Amend-
ment,

Statutes Amendment (Bushfires).

CROWN LEASES

A petition signed by 103 residents of South Australia, re-
questing that the house oppose increases in the rent and the
cost of freeholding of crown leases, and provide a period of
grace before any increases come into effect, was presented
by the Hon. R.B. Such.

Petition received.

OMBUDSMAN REPORT 2001-02

The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the report of the
Ombudsman for 2001-02.
Ordered to be published.

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Speaker—
District Council of Barunga West—Report 2001-02—

Pursuant to Section 131 of the Local Government Act
1999

By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)—

Department of Premier and Cabinet—Report 2001-02
Commissioner for Public Employment, Office for—Report
2001-02

By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—

South Australian Government Captive Insurance
Corporation—Report 2001-02
Regulations under the following Act—
Public Corporations—
Bio Innovation Board
Children’s Performing Arts Co
Adelaide International Film Festival

By the Minister for Government Enterprises (Hon. P.F.
Conlon)—

SA Water—Report 2001-02
By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—

Rules of Court—
District Court—Rules of Court—Error Corrected
Supreme Court Act 1935—Rules of Court—Anomalies

By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. M.J.

Atkinson)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Liquor Licensing—Dry Areas—
Adelaide

Adelaide—Year Extension

City of Marion

Clare

Victor Harbor—New Year
Prices Act—Unsold Bread

By the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—

Food Act—Department of Human Services—Report
2001-02
Pharmacy Board of South Australia—Report 2001-02
Regulations under the following Act—
Controlled Substances—Weight control

By the Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon.

J.D. Hilly—

Bookmark Biosphere Trust—Report 2001-02

Correctional Services, Department for—Report 2001-02

Dog Fence Board—South Australia—Report 2001-02

Environment and Heritage, Department for—Report
2001-02

Environment Protection Authority—Report 2001-02

Reserve Planning and Management Advisory Commit-
tee—Report 2001-02

South Australian Victoria Border Groundwaters Agree-
ment Review Committee—Report 2001-02

State Heritage Authority—Report 2001-02

Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation, Department
of—Report 2001-02

Waste to Resources Committee (WRC)—Report 2001-02

Water Well Drilling Committee—Report 2001-02

Wildlife Advisory Committee—Report 2001—2002

By the Minister for Gambling (Hon. J.D. Hill)—

Independent Gambling Authority—Report 2001-02
Liguor and Gambling Commissioner, office of—Gaming
Machines Act—Report 2001-02
Regulations under the following Act—
Authorised Betting Operations—Clubs Duty Payment

By the Minister for Social Justice (Hon. S.W. Key)—

Aging, Office of—Department of Human Services—
Report 2001-02

Charitable and Social Welfare Fund (Community Benefit
SA)—Report 2001-02

Guardianship Boards of South Australia—Report 2001-02

Public Advocate, Office of—Report 2001-02

By the Minister for Transport (Hon. M.J. Wright)—

SAIIR Rail Regulation—Report 2001-02
Transport, Urban Planning and the Arts, Department of—
Report 2001-02
Regulations under the following Acts—
Air Transport (Route Licensing—Passenger Ser-
vices)—Administrative Process
Harbors and Navigation—Fleurieu Reef
Motor Vehicles—Accident Towing Roster Vacancies

By the Minister for Tourism (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

Adelaide Convention Centre—Report 2001-02
Adelaide Entertainment Centre—Report 2001-02
Dairy Authority of South Australia—Report 2001-02
South Australian Sheep Advisory Group—Report 2001-02
South Australian Tourism Commission—Report 2001-02
Veterinary Surgeons Board of South Australia—Report
2001-02
Regulations under the following Acts—
Aquaculture—Framework
Fisheries—
Coorong Corf
Fleurieu Reef
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Northern Zone Rock Lobster Industry and Trade. We asked David Wotton, former Liberal

Veterinary Surgeons—Fees Increase minister for the environment, to chair our River Murray
By the Minister for Urban Development and Planning Catchment Water Management Board. We asked Bob Such
(Hon. J.W. Weatherill)— to lead a mission overseas on wind power, and for Rory

Local Government Finance Authority—Report 2001-02  MCEwen to lead a trade mission to the United Arab Emirates.
Development Act—Coastal Strip Plan Amendment Report | asked Rory McEwen, Bob Such and Jennifer Cashmore to

By the Minister for Local Government (Hon. J.W. co-chair our Drugs Summit. We also wa_mt the Constitutional
Weatherill)— Convention, arranged in agreement with Hon. Mr Speaker,

Regulations under the following Act— to involve all parties.

Local Government— When the Speaker announced his intention to support
Local Government Superannuation Board—Family Labor in government, | said that what South Australians
Law needed more than anything was stability and security. This
Locgiln(?g;/agtrgreﬂta—rt)%);-laws— move to invite Rory McEwen into the cabinet not only
No. 1—Permits and Penalties provides greater security but also strengthens our govern-
No. 2—Moveable Signs ment. He will be given responsibility for trade and regional
No. 3—Local Government Land development, local government and assisting the minister for
NO- g—goads federal-state relations.
Ng: 6:\/;%365 Kept Or Let For Hire Rory McEwen is not becoming a Labor MP: he is
No. 7—Nuisances Caused By Building Sites becoming a cabinet minister in our government. He will bring
Alexandrina Council the regions and the country directly to the cabinet table. Our
NO- %—'\Pﬂermltilang_ Pr?”a't'es cabinet is one that includes, not excludes; and invites, not
No. Sl oenl Bovera= + Land impedes; a government for all South Australians, bigger than
No. 4—Roads party; and a government that puts state ahead of party.
No. 5—Dogs We are delighted to have Rory McEwen'’s support. He will

No. 6—Nuisances Caused By Building Sites e g valuable addition to the cabinet, which this morning, in
By the Minister for Administrative Services (Hon. J.W. a special cabinet meeting, endorsed his appointment unani-

Weatherill)— mously. Mr McEwen has talent, ability, enthusiasm, experi-
Regulations under the following Act— ence and energy, all the qualities necessary to be an effective

Freedom of Information—Essential Services member of cabinet. Having been involved for many years in
Commission local government, and being a passionate supporter of our

state’s regions, he has a vital interest in his new portfolio
responsibilities, which will be trade and regional develop-
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make ment, local government and minister assisting the minister for
a ministerial statement. federal and state relations.
Leave granted. Mr McEwen was elected to the District Council of Mount
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Today this government is Gambierin May 1987. He served as council Chairman from

moving to deliver further stability and certainty to South May 1989 to July 1996. He was the inaugural Chairman of

McEWEN, Mr R.

Australians— the District Council of Grant following the amalgamation of
Members interjecting: the District Councils of Mount Gambier and Port MacDonnell
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Is that right? in July 1996. H(_a_has also held a range of management and
Members interjecting: leadership positions with TAFE. He was elected to the

The Hon. M.D. RANN: If | have ever heard a forced Parliamentin October 1997 as an Independent.
laugh, it was today. Today this government is moving to  The government remains firmly committed to honouring
deliver further stability and certainty to South AustraliansOur compact with the Speaker, and the arrangement with
following the historic decision by Independent Mount Mr McEwen will complement that compact. The arrangement
Gambier MP Rory McEwen to join the Rann Labor govern-With Mr McEwen will require an amendment to the Constitu-

ment as a cabinet minister. tion Act to allow for an extra member of cabinet to be
Members interjecting: created, and | will today seek leave to introduce into parlia-
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Morphett will ment a bill to amend the Constitution Act. Mr McEwen’s

come to order. Leave has been granted. entry to the cabinet will require a small cabinet reshuffle. The

The Hon. M.D. RANN: When | was sworn in as Premier Current minister—
eight months ago, | said that | wanted to lead a government Membersinterjecting:
that would be a government for all South Australians, a The Hon. M.D. RANN: | understand that you are
government that would be marked by commitment toplanning a much bigger reshuffle. But don’t worry Rob, we
economic developments and social inclusion, a governmenire right behind you. The current Leader of the Opposition
that would reach out to regions and to country South Austhas my total—
ralians, a government that would put the state’s interests npr BRINDAL: Sir, | rise on a point of order.
before party. | said | wanted to involve as many talents as | 1o Hon. M.D. RANN: —unqualified support to stay in
could—talents who would add value to our state. that position.

So, we invited Robert Champion de Crespigny to head our The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier—
economic development push in a board that included Carolyn : ’ i
Hewson as well as Bob Hawke. We asked former Liberal The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr McEwen’s entry—
deputy premier Stephen Baker and former Liberal treasurer Mr BRINDAL: [ rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
Dick Mackay to conduct a review of our Department of The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley.
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Mr BRINDAL: | ask you, Mr Speaker, whether the EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
Premier has leave to make a ministerial statement or debate
a matter before this house. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek

The SPEAKER: The member for Unley well knows that |€ave to make a ministerial statement.
the kind of remarks he was making not two minutes before Leave granted.
resulted in the exchange across the chamber of which he now The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The government made an
complains. | regret that it has happened—I guess nowhe@lection commitment to modernise the state’s equal oppor-
near as much as other members will regret it. From what wagunity and anti-discrimination laws to ensure comprehensive
| thought, yesterday, a quite substantial improvement in th@ro_tecnon qf South Australians against unjustmgd d|s_cr|m|-
way in which we conducted ourselves, we have suddenifation. | wish to record what the government is doing to
found ourselves back to where we were. The Premier hdgonour that commitment. To coincide with this year's
leave to make a statement. | will ask the Premier to continugelivery of the South Australian Equal Opportunity Commis-
that and to stick to the statement and, where honourabfion’s Mitchell Oration by Mary Robinson, | announced the
members form part of that statement, he should use the§Overnmentss intention to review the legislation.
electorate names, not their personal names. The Minister for Social Justice and | have agreed to
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sir, | rise on a further point of collaborate in a process that will identify effective legislative,
order, and it is a very serious o;we. The member for Mawso dministrative _and_ operational arrangements to ensure_that
has been waving to the chamber—I think you willfind it has'¢ State's legislation on equal opportunity and protection

been caught on film—a $20 bill and accusing the Premier ofrom discrimination is modernised to ensure comprehensive
rotection of South Australians against unjustified discrimi-

buying the member. This is most outrageous. It is obviousl| ation

a comment that, if made outside this chamber, would resu . . . . . N
in action by a number of members against the member for Earlier this year a discussion paper was published, inviting
Mawson. | ask him to apologise and withdraw comment on a proposal to amend the Equal Opportunity Act

) | to cover discrimination and vilification on the ground of
The SPEAKER: Order! Was the member for Mawson rgjigion. That discussion paper attracted some thousands of

waving a $20 bill or any other note of Australian Currency?responses. Most were hotly opposed to such legislation, but
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, sir, | was, because | was equally there were a number who gave earnest support. It is

saying that the Premier buys his way. fair to say that there is a division between the views of the
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | therefore ask him to major Christian denominations on the one hand and those of
withdraw and apologise, sir. It is a privilege matter. non-Christian religions and secular commentators on the

other. The government is assessing what, if any, legislative
- amendment is desirable now that we have public comment.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Government — ag promised in the party platform, the government will
Enterprises 'has .takfen a point of order. review the Equal Opportunity Act to make a number of
Members interjecting: specific amendments there announced. Members will recall
The SPEAKER: Order! What the member for Mawson that the former government had introduced an amending bill,
may have done—although he thought it to be in fun—is avhich lapsed. The bill would have enacted some, but by no
most serious misdemeanour, and | direct him to withdraw thameans all, of the recommendations of the 1994 Martin report.
act and apologise for it forthwith. Those recommendations are still outstanding and require
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | withdraw, and | apologise to the Parliaments attention. A working group has been formed
Premier. within the government, including representatives of the
) . Attorney-General and the Minister for Social Justice, as well
The SPEAKER: The Premiier has the call. as the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity, to advance this
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr McEwen’s entry to the process. The working group will prepare a framework paper
cabinet will require a small cabinet reshuffle. The currentor consideration by the two ministers. The draft framework
Minister for Regional Affairs (Terry Roberts) will relinquish  paper will be available for public comment by mid 2003. As

regional affairs and become the Minister Assisting thethe party platform shows, the government proposes in
Minister for Environment, along with his other responsibili- particular to:

ties for Aboriginal affairs, reconciliation and corrections. The.  extend the grounds of discrimination to include discrimi-
Minister for Local Government (Jay Weatherill) will nation on the ground of family responsibilities, including
relinquish local government and, in addition to his othefingirect discrimination; and also a new ground of locational
responsibilities, will become the Minister for Gambling, and gisadvantage;
take on the new portfolio of Minister for Federal-State. mjrror the definition of ‘disability’ in the commonwealth
Relations. Disability Discrimination Act so as to cover mental illness
The new ministry of federal-state relations is being creatednd infection with the HIV virus, among other disabilities;
on the strong recommendation of the Economic Development amend vicarious liability provisions dealing with sexual
Board. So, | commend and welcome Mr McEwen'’s decisiorharassment to place the onus on the employer to establish that
to join our cabinet. To demonstrate our commitment tat took all reasonable steps to prevent the discrimination,
Mr McEwen, we have extended the offer to him to remain inharassment or victimisation; and
cabinet should Labor win the next term of government and extend the time for lodging complaints and give the
should he win his seat. | and the rest of cabinet look forwardribunal authority to grant extensions of time.
to a very productive working relationship with Rory McEwen  Further, the government promised a review of the current
long into the future as a distinguished cabinet minister in th@venues of complainant support and advocacy, including
state of South Australia. representations at a hearing in the tribunal, to ensure the

Members interjecting:
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adequate resourcing of advocates to assist complainants.cihmment to the Chief Executive is invited. As at Friday 8
also promised to ensure shorter response times for tHdovember (that is, one week after the report was released)
resolution of complaints and inquiries, including timely there have been 1 685 downloads of the full report from the
conciliation proceedings. As a first step, the government wiltlepartment’s web site, plus a further 3 266 downloads of the
ask the Commissioner for Equal Opportunity to report on thesummary recommendations. | also told the house that funding
processing times within the commission, the number ofo government schools for 2003 would ensure that all
complaints reaching the tribunal and the resourcing of thesgchools/preschools would maintain their 2002 funding,
complaints. Based on this report, decisions will be taken aadjusted in the usual way for enrolment numbers and
to whether there is a need to increase resourcing and whetheflationary factors (such as the recent 4.5 salary increase
there is a problem with delay in dealing with complaints. awarded as part of the recent enterprise bargaining agree-

Meanwhile, | would invite anyone who is aware of ment).
problems of this kind to communicate them to the Commis- Then, on top of that amount, those additional funds
sioner or my department so that they can be taken intannounced as part of the July state budget to which an
account in this review. Labor Party policy supports aindividual school is entitled will be added. Those additional
comprehensive review of all state legislation to removeunds include the 160 extra junior primary teachers, addition-
discrimination against homosexual, lesbian, bisexual andl primary school counsellors and additional SSO hours. In
transgender people. The platform promises to ensure thmhe with this treatment of 2003 as a transition year, and while
homosexual relationships are recognised in the Equalonsultation on changes to local school management are
Opportunity Act as heterosexual relationships. It furtherconsidered in time for the 2004 school year, itis the govern-
promises that Labor will remove unjustified discrimination ment'’s intention that no change be made to schools’ powers
against same sex couples from state legislation after th® levy school fees for 2003 only.
review. The government acknowledges that this is an urgent As part of considerations over the next six months about
issue to some people now living in such relationships. government funding for schools, the following aspects will

Public comment will be sought before any bill is intro- be investigated: levels and manner of parental contributions;
duced, because the matter is neither simple nor withowchool card payments; effectiveness of financial aspects
controversy. Finally, the government promised to extend antiassociated with collection and application of charges; and
vilification legislation to other groups within the community financial accountability arrangements for schools to ensure
as appropriate. At present, our law deals expressly only witthat funds are spent on current student needs.
racial vilification. Other vilification is the province of the
general criminal law against unlawful threats. Other Aust- DOCUMENTS, TABLING
ralian jurisdictions have gone further and enacted laws
against vilification on other grounds—for example, New The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
South Wales law covers homosexual vilification andConservation):| seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
vilification on the ground of HIV or AIDS status. Leave granted.

Tasmania covers vilification on the ground of race, The Hon.J.D. HILL: Mr Speaker, you will recall that
disability, sexual orientation or religious belief. The issue ofyesterday you asked me to table a particular document and,
religious vilification has already been canvassed in thdnreply, | said that | had forwarded it to one of your officers.
government’s recent discussion paper, but the governmefin checking | discovered that the document had not been
will also review the law to investigate coverage of vilification forwarded as | had requested, so | wish to apologise to you
on other grounds. In short, the government is mindful of itsand to the house for that oversight.
commitments and is at work on all these matters. At the same
time it is mindful that equal opportunity law affects every- MUSIC HOUSE
one—workers and employers; landlords and tenants; schools o )
and tertiary institutions; hospitals and aged-care providers; The Hon.J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
big and small business; professional bodies;, clubs an@onservatlon): | seek leave to make a further ministerial
associations; churches and charities—everyone. statement.

Few laws are so wide-ranging or have the capacity to Leave granted.
affect so many people’s lives. For this reason the government The Hon. J.D. HILL: In 1999, the federal government
wishes to proceed in an open and consultative manner arfovided the state government with a $1 million package for
with a full appreciation of the effects of what it is doing. This the development of contemporary music. This one-off grant
is why we have chosen the approach | have outlined rathé¥as part of the Howard government’s compensation to the
than S|mp|y to introduce |egis|ation without a proper Oppor-mUSIC .IndUStry at the time of the .IntrOdUCtlon of parallel
tunity for public comment and criticism. Although this is not importing of CDs. Over the ensuing two years the then
the swiftest approach, | believe it will be best for all SouthLiberal state government chose to spend that $1 million

Australians in the long term. across four initiatives. First, it allocated $540 000 to establish
Music House in early 2001, for capital to set up the venue and
EDUCATION FUNDING operations until the end of the 2003 calendar year. Secondly,

it allocated $160 000 to SA Music Online, a project to give
The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and Adelaide bands profile on the Internet. Thirdly, it allocated
Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial $220 000 for Music Business Adelaide, a national conference
statement. of the Australian music industry to showcase local talent.
Leave granted. Fourthly, it allocated $80 000 to Arts SA's Recording
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: Last month Itold the house that Assistance Program.
the independent Cox review report into Partnerships 21 would Music House was incorporated in March 2001. In early
be released publicly this month. That has occurred an@002 it was given management of the SA Music Online
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project and Music Business Adelaide. Its board was appoint- MURRAY RIVER

ed personally by the former Arts Minister Diana Laidlaw. |

rise to inform the parliament that Music House Incorporated The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for the River Murray):

is in a dire financial situation. Located in the Lion Arts | seek leave to make a further ministerial statement.
Centre, on the corner of North Terrace and Morphett Street, Leave granted

Music House is an operating venue for bands much like any The Hon. J.D. HILL: Following on from comments |
other entertainment venue, only this one has cost the publimade yesterday in relation to the Murray River, | wish to add
purse. In addition to being an entertainment venue, Musito those comments. The prolonged drought across much of
House provides training and development and administrativAustralia is placing increasing pressure on available water
support to the industry. resources, both in terms of quantity and quality. Some

By February this year, $682 500 of the million dollar irfigators in New South Wales have been allocated only
package had been spent. The remaining funds were tran@per cent of their licence volume for 2002-03, and in many
ferred from Arts SA to Music House. These funds were to gdireas summer crops, such as rice, have not been planted.
to Music House and the SA Music Online project. The former ~ Mr Brindal interjecting: - )
state government’s Live Music Fund allocation of $175 000 The Hon. J.D. HILL: Indeed. Victorian allocations are
was directed to Music House early in 2002. Separately, Musi@lso some of the lowest on record. South Australia has always
House was given $40 000 in 2001-02 and $50 000 in 2002-0tken a more conservative approach to water allocations from
for industry development programs. the Murray River, and consequentl_y the resources available

| first became aware that Arts SA had concerns abour€ sufficient to support full allocation of water licences for
Music House on 17 September. At that time it was though 002-03, despite drought conditions. Accordingly, there is no

that the organisation had enough cash to meet its obligatioﬁheeOI at this stage to place restrictions on irrig_ation_ and urban
and that Arts SA would work with Music House to revise its Vat€" §upplles taken from the .l\_/lurray River in SOl.Jth
2003 budget. On 13 November, just six days ago, | learnt th us';ralla. In extreme drought conditions, t.he Murray-Darling
on current projections Music House will run a budget deficitoaSin Agreement ensures that the available resources are
of $175 000 in 2003-04. At that point Arts SA advised theShared equally between the three states. In such circum-
chairman of Music House that the department would nostances, South Australia receives less than minimum entitle-
provide additional funds. A meeting between Arts SA and thé"€nt flow. The conditions to trigger this have not been

Music House was convened last Thursday, 14 NovembeFeaChed for 2002-03, and South Australia is guaranteed to
which revealed the extent of their financiél problems. |réceive its minimum entitlement flow of 1 850 gigalitres for

received a brief of that meeting last Friday. the year.

| Is th h d of hi Music H However, due to the very low volumes in storage in the
o acal It e 10 f une Ui Year MUSIoHOUSRtume Dam (near Albury) and inindee Lakes(near Broker
. - ! . ill), iffi iesi ing thi ter in the
year with a deficit of $165 000, a turnaround of somethin i), there may be difficulties in supplying this water in

gdesignated monthly pattern. The Murray-Darling Basin

like $570 000. 1 am particularly concerned that the board may: ; nmission currently predicts a low to moderate possibility

k R . Australia’s entitlement flow during February and March next
employed at a time when the organisation’s parlous financiale 5 1oy the commission is meeting to determine how this
state must have been obvious to the board. It appears that tig +all can be managed so that irrigators in New South

organisation has had no proper budget management in plagg|es and Victoria can be advised of the water they will have
no month by month, line by line budget breakdown Ofavailable for their crops.
projected and actual income and expenditure. South Australia will be asked to rearrange its entitlement
On the day that | received this advice | had my office askjiows in the months of February and March next year by
the Executive Director of Arts SA to urgently refer the matterreducing flows in those months by nine gigalitres, which is
to the Auditor-General. The board will urgently meet ong 2.5 per cent reduction in the flow we would normally
Thursday of this week. | expect they will move to wind up receive in those months. This relatively small volume will be
Music House Incorporated, and, in the process, they shoul@paid in April and May next year. These changes to the
realise their assets and meet their debts. This is the onlyonthly pattern of entitiement flows to South Australia will
proper course of action for the board. The government'sot have any material effect on the current predictions of
pOSition is Crystal clear: there will be no bailout. A million Sa"nity levels and water levels in the Lower Lakes.
dollars of publIC money was Signed off by the former Liberal Sa||n|ty in Lake Alexandrina is very ||ke|y to exceed
governmentin 1999. In fact, $1.395 million in total has been 1 EC units by March next year, and nothing we can do will
allocated over the term of Music House’s short existenceghange that. The water level in the lakes will fall by
comprising the $1.080 million via the original commonwealthg 35 metres (Australian height datum)—the lowest level since
package, plus $175000 of state live music funds, plugggs. These conditions will impact very severely on irriga-
$90 000 Industry Development funds, plus $50 000 Healthion and commercial and recreational use of the Lower Lakes.
Promotion Through the Arts funds. These changes to flow will not have any effect on the
The money has run out. Music House, which was to be aonditions of the Murray Mouth, or on the fact that we have
commercially viable venue, is bust. | will inform the parlia- had no water to release through the barrages since December
ment of the outcome of the urgent meeting of the board 02001; and it is unlikely that any releases will be made until
Music House after its meeting on Thursday. | will also informabout October 2003, at the earliest.
the parliament of the Auditor-General’s response to my | have endorsed a proposal that the South Australian
concerns and any subsequent investigations that may le®mmissioners agree to this small change to the monthly
pursued. pattern of entittement flows. | am also seeking a commitment
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by the commission to review its operating strategies in ordethat 18 jobs are expected to be lost. Thales is making every

to minimise the risk of future shortfalls. For example, oneeffort to place staff elsewhere in South Australia, and we are

option to minimise the chance of future shortfalls is for theadvised that prospects are good, given growth in the high tech

minimum target volume in Lake Victoria at the end of the part of the defence sector in South Australia.

irrigation season to be increased. It is no secret that New | want to reiterate a point that | made as reported in the

South Wales and Victoria are in very serious trouble thigress, because this story appeared in tod&ayertiser. Itis

summer, as we are, particularly in the Lower Murray belowpleasing to see that the Leader of the Opposition is relying

Lock 1 at Blanchetown. If the drought does not break soonnot only on Leon Byner for his questions but that the

South Australia will have to give serious consideration to theAdvertiser also comes in handy.

impacts of not receiving its full entitement for the 2003-04  The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

yeatr. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: We will get you the exact date.
Today South Australia stands to give an assurance to odthe point of the exercise is—

upstream neighbours, as we all confront the most serious The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Itis a sensible question.

water shortages seen for decades. We will not seek to enforce The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: lItis a very good question. But

the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement to the letter of the law.it was in theAdvertiser this morning.

We will work cooperatively with New South Wales and  The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

Victoria, and we will continue to work on long-term solutions  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That's okay. | do not begrudge

for the Murray River and the Murray-Darling Basin. the leader getting questions out of thevertiser; it is a good
read. The point of the exercise is that employees were advised
SELECT COMMITTEE ON GENETICALLY some time ago, as was the government. It is for the company
MODIFIED ORGANISMS to make a public announcement; it is not for government. But

it is a separate issue to the work that the Premier is leading
in this state to attract a major defence facility here. It was a
Labor government that delivered the Submarine Corporation
to South Australia, and we are confident that we can do much
to ensure that we are well placed to become a major defence

Mr McEWEN (Mount Gambier): | bring up the interim
report of the select committee.
Report received.

QUESTION TIME building facility here for surface vessels. If that occurs, it
could mean up to 1 200 jobs. Any job losses are regrettable
THALES UNDERWATER SYSTEMS but, in the context of the naval work, they are unrelated

. issues, as far as | am concerned, and the important thing is
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My that that project holds the prospect of up to 1 200 jobs in the
question is directed to the Premier. When did the governmetort of Adelaide.

first become aware of the decision by the defence company
Thales Underwater Systems to relocate its towed sonar array DOG CONTROL
operations from Adelaide to Sydney? Is the government
aware of any other impending departures by SA-based Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is directed to the
defence companies? Thales Underwater Systems is one of thnister for Environment and Conservation. What has been
companies regarded as a key element in a bid to see Adelaitlee response to the government’'s 10-point plan for dog
become the major naval shipbuilding centre in Australia. control?
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): The The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
government was advised a short time ago about this matte€onservation): | thank the member for Mitchell for his
| can say that Thales’s downsizing relates to only a portiomuestion: he has had a longstanding interest in the issues of
of South Australian work related to manufacture and repaiproper dog management. | can assure the member that we
of towed arrays for defence and commercial operationdhave had very strong support in relation to the discussion
particularly in the gas and oil exploration field. paper that the government put out some months ago—in fact,
We are advised that local and US markets for this workwe received over 500 submissions in response. | note that the
have dried up as a result of the 1998 ail price fall, whichMinister for Health had a discussion paper out on human
resulted in changed capital expenditure behaviour by mostervices, and | think she received 300 to 400 submissions in
companies in the oil and gas exploration industry. Alsoresponse. So, | can only assume that people found this issue
companies in the oil and gas exploration market are movingp be of more importance to them. As | said, we received over
towards lease versus purchase of new seismic towed arrayg)0 submissions, the overwhelming majority of which were
Two of Thales’s major US customers have merged. Mergeth support of what the government was proposing. There were
companies, of course, use excess array stock; therefore, some differences of opinion—in fact, some people said that
new orders are being placed. the government ought to have gone further, and we will
In relation to the remaining Thales activity in South certainly look at the suggestions that have been made.
Australia, a small number of staff will be retained to service  One of the propositions in the discussion paper was that
ongoing work for the Australian Submarine Corporation.children under six should have special protection under the
There will be no impact on Australian Defence IndustriesJaw, so that adults who left children under six with dogs
which is 50 per cent owned by Thales, which is looking towould have some form of statutory duty imposed upon them
become a part of the growing defence industry presence ithat could result in some sort of penalty if it were breached.
South Australia. To that end, ADI has recently purchasedany of the submissions said that six was too young and that,
Advanced Systems, a small SA defence company. in fact, 10 should be the age. We will certainly look at that
While Thales’s operation is reducing its presence, it ignatter. Another proposition was that the owners of dogs of
highly likely that we will see a growing presence of ADI in various sizes should have penalties imposed upon them if the
South Australia in the near future. The government is advisedogs were caught wandering. We wanted a two-tier fine
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system so that larger dogs would attract bigger fines. The On principle, each state and territory should take responsibility
community has said not to go down that track, so we will nofor the storage of their respective radioactive waste material
go down that track. produced. . .

A third issue was an investigation into the controls onThat letter was tabled in this house yesterday. In
backyard breeders. That is not something that we picked ufpeAdvertiser of 13 October this year, the minister is quoted
in our original report, but there is a lot of interest throughout&S Saying:
the community in having greater controls on backyard If the federal government was to build one in South Australia and
breeders—and | am sure that the member for Morphett woul§€ e”d.ﬁd up Wghda,” the waste in Australia put here, we'd look
be able to give some advice in relation to that matter, wretty sily fwe didntuseit. - _
certainly did have controls in place with respect to pet shopbater that day on radio, the minister said:
but, clearly, if we do not control backyard breeders, there are And the practical issue of what you do once a dump is built, and
opportunities for them to put into the market unsuitable dog?%e phlll_oso_phlcal p‘?t.s't'ot” F";”Iff’ .tthe pO"lZ():y|E[)OS;’E|Otn arelg‘é'te Segs\’/ate-

: H H ur policy Is oppositon to It It itwere bullt, what wou owe? \We
and _unsmt_ably trained dogs. One of the_ things that | a ould wait and see until that eventuality arose.
looking at is whether the kinds of regulations that apply to

backyard car sales could also apply to backyard dog sellers, 1he Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
In other words— onservation): | am glad the member for Davenport has

. asked this question—although | am not sure why he has
. ’) L)
An honou_rable membef. What? You've got to declare because the answer has already been given through the media,
how many kilometres they've done? and he quoted the answer in his statement. But | am happy to
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Yes, that is right! | cannot '

ﬁlarify if he is confused—
remember exactly how many cars you are allowed to se Members interjecting:
under the regulations now, but if you sell more than a certain )

b d 410 be tradi d h 10 abi The Hon. J.D. HILL: No, | gave the one answer, and |
number you are deemed to be trading and you have 0 abi@fya the same answer in here. When | was asked this question
by the regulations that apply to traders. So, we can look

similar regulations with respect to backyard dog breederﬁ.gg;g tf?;ﬁ;‘g%?%&?gﬁg?g;ﬁé_.D avenportin this house,

There was also a request for much stronger school education » | honourable ber interjecting:

programs about dogs, so | will be talking to my colleague the The Hon. J.D. HILL: No. | won't rule it out at all. This
Minister for Education about that matter. There was a furthe,’S a hypothetical issue. | just make it plain to the parliament:

request for tighter measures on dog registration and identifiy,; e of the house is absolutely opposed to having a low
cation, including collars, registration tags, microchips an evel facility built in South Australia, and we will continue

freeze branding of guard dogs. We will talk to the industry, : o :
and the RSPCA about that matter. to campaign against it. We are also opposed to a medium

) o __level facility being placed in this state. We will continue to
There was a suggestion that the expiation fine for having, mnaign “on that. Unfortunately, members opposite are

an unregistered dog should include the cost of registrationyomewnat hypocritical on this issue. They say—and they said
and extending the time available for payment to a month. Wg \yhen they were in government—that they are opposed to
will certainly have a look at that; it is a sensible suggestionine commonwealth building a medium level dump in South

We also will examine the option of setting up an independenhstralia. Yet when we put a measure before the house which

tribunal on dog-related jssues. There was some concern th@buld allow us to stop the federal government doing that—
the Magistrates Court did not treat these issues seriously, ags is by having a referendum trigger—they say that they
we will look at whether or not a tribunal of some sort should, no’t support that.

be set up. We might be able to get justices of the peace, Who an honourable member interjecting:

now have certain powers—or who are on their way— The Hon. J.D. HILL: The member is asking me whether
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: On their way! we will we support it. | can say to the member: if the
The Hon. J.D. HILL: They are on their way to getting commonwealth government builds in South Australia a

certain powers, and perhaps one of the new duties that someadium level dump and you were in government, would you

JPs could have would be to deal with dog offences. use that? Would you rule that out? You are opposed to it,
Members interjecting: would you rule it out?’
The Hon. J.D. HILL: No, no, | will not do the tattooing! Members interjecting:

These submissions will play an important part in determining The SPEAKER: | say to the minister that it is not
what the state government’s package will be. We aréelevant what my views may be.

currently consulting with the key players in the industry—the  The Hon. J.D. HILL: | apologise, Mr Speaker. | say to
RSPCA, the key stakeholders—and, when we have gori@ée member for Davenport: if he were in government and the
through that process, | will put a package to cabinet and tommonwealth government had built—

my caucus, and we will come back to the parliament with a Membersinterjecting:

set of appropriate rules. The SPEAKER: Order! May | let the minister know that
the views of the member for Davenport are irrelevant. The
RADIOACTIVE WASTE guestion is what matters. Has the minister concluded his
answer?
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): Will the Minister The Hon. J.D. HILL: | have not, Mr Speaker.

for Environment and Conservation guarantee the house that The SPEAKER: Then come back to the question.

the state Labor government will not use the proposed The Hon.J.D. HILL: Sir, | take your advice. | was trying
commonwealth low level waste storage facility and/or theto put my answer in the full picture. The point is that there are
medium level waste storage facility to store our state’dwo issues. There is the policy issue, namely, what is the
radioactive wastes? On 23 October 2002, the minister wrotgolicy of the Labor Party. Our policy is that we are opposed
to the commonwealth government stating: to either of these dumps being built in South Australia. If we
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fail in our campaign to have this dump built in this state, what  Interestingly, we recognise that holiday makers do not
should we do in a practical sense? | said to the journalistecognise state boundaries, so our drive holidays include trips
‘Hypothetically, if the thing were to be built, we would have that go from Melbourne to Perth, up to the Northern Territory
to have a look at it. We would look silly if we ruled it out.” and come from New South Wales. The trips have themes—
You made those quotes, and | do not resile from them. Byineyards, coastlines or city experiences. In particular, we are
way of comparison, | put this to the member for Davenportpromoting our new coastline tour along the Eyre Peninsula,

in the last government, we— which tour is working in the same method as the old-
The Hon. I.F. Evans: Tell them you are going to use it. fashioned cellar door tours of wineries, but this is the front

You are going to use it; you just won't say it. entrance for fish, aquaculture and seafood producers, who
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Itis not built yet. produce tourism experiences second to none.

: An honourable member interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Davenport : )
asked his question. The minister either answers the question 1 1€ Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: We actually have five
or sits down. tours going th.roug.h Mount Qambler. What is p@rtlcularly

The Hon. J.D. HILL: | will answer the question and | useful is that in this campaign we are moving into the e-

. : . economy more seriously than the tourism commission has
will sit down. Iwas going to say by way of comparison that’done in )t/he past becaL}lse we recognise that our market is
in the former parliament, the then Labor opposition Wagparticularly e-en:'albled. In fact, during the launch of our
\(,)vpe‘?g%ed ;[)Osg(]jet(??r:lg'[lne?ngfv?edc%r?np Zit E:c?ll)nri :/rYaet?g:dmvz\; campaign, which | personally launched in Adelaide, Mel-
years IF\)I%W that it has been built dg ygu seriously think Wryourne and Sydney, we were surprised to find that over

S : ' .50 per cent of our requests were made on-line.
will not use it but construct another dump? Of course not; i . . . - :

h - . : In line with an increasing e-enabled community and a
is there, so we will have to adapt to those circumstances, just .. A
as the Minister for Energy has to adapt to the fact that ETS onstituency for our travel experiences, we have now formed

has been sold and we have to deal with the environment thg{1 alliance with the RAA to guarantee that, if you want to

the Liberal government created by the sale of ETSA.Oloerate entirely on-line in planning your holiday, you can

Obviously, we will look in a practical sense at what we will even download the long strip maps. We want to make it easy

do'fthecommonwealt does it e dootwart, and g sectye eng 7 oIy 0 Souh Ausi o e
is build a dump in this state. b ot Peop y yS.

This is a premier location with exquisite experiences, and
) , we want to promote people coming here because we know
TOURISM, ‘'NEW SECRETS’ CAMPAIGN that, whilst there are 42 000 jobs in tourism already in our

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | direct my question to economy (and we expect another 3 000 over the next three to

the Minister for Tourism. What are the details of the recently{gﬂﬁigfnags Igg f)rtjtss(i:c?gﬁ??rg dii?oenglc?onuor?s“rg 2?2:;”?{;?22
launched ‘New Secrets’ campaign? P ’ ’

Members interiecting: not only to hotels and petrol stations but also throughout
Ers interjecting: delis, shops and retail outlets, and will provide jobs in

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has the call. regional and rural South Australia.
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
ism): Thank you, Mr Speaker. The member for Norwood RADIOACTIVE WASTE

shows a keen interest in tourism, | think because of her
background in local government, but she certainly knows The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): Will the Treasurer
about the jobs, employment and opportunity that tourisn@dvise the house how much is in the budget and forward
brings. Currently, 260 000 visitors per year are coming to thigstimates for the building of this state’s own low level waste
state on drive holidays. Increasingly, with an ageing populastorage facility and/or medium level radioactive storage
tion, the retirees who come stay for longer, as do people ofacility? In a letter to the federal government dated 23
the roads who hire cars from airports. The visitors who driveOctober, the Minister for Environment and Conservation
and holiday through South Australia spend on average seveétates:
days in our state. This campaign is predicated on a view that On principle each state and territory should take responsibility
that market will increase and that we know the people modpr the storage of their respective radioactive material produced.
likely to visit our state. They are very often people fromThe minister also failed to rule out the state’s building its
Melbourne and Sydney who are sophisticated professionalsywn—
who want to come for arts culture and special events and who The SPEAKER: Order!
are particularly interested in environmental, ecotourism and The Hon. |.F. EVANS: —radioactive storage facility.
Aboriginal experiences and some of the special opportunities The SPEAKER: Order! In the same way as | tried to help
that wine tourism offers. the Minister for Environment come to terms with the fact that
We know that at the moment the futurists would suggesthe question asked is what he should have addressed his
that increasingly people want to build extensions, dig up theianswer to, | must now draw the attention of the member for
gardens and replant and, of course, have holidays locallpavenport to the same matter. It is not necessary for members
rather than going overseas. So, this campaign is prescieng join debate. The question asked, to my mind, was quite
because we have launched a campaign on the east coast withar. The explanation given went to debate. The Minister for
90-second commercials, free to air and pay TV advertiseEnvironment.
ments and advertisements in some of the home style glossy The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
magazines. The advertisements for which we are campaigi@onservation): The question asked by the member for
ing to provide pick-up rates include our new glossy magazind)avenport is one, | think, that he asked me some time before,
which is 152 pages, lauding 18 holidays which extendand the answer now is the same as then. There is no provi-
between one and five days throughout the whole state.  sioning in the budget because we will go through a proper
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process. As the honourable member knows, the EPA is going The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: My question is again directed
through an audit process of the sites in South Australia wher@ the Minister for Transport. Will the minister undertake to
radioactive waste is stored. After it has completed thaimmediately discuss with the Passenger Transport Board and
process it will make recommendations to me. If budgetarghe operator of Access Cabs ways in which the current
implications are involved we will go through the normal dispatch system can be improved to ensure a significant
budget process. reduction in waiting times for disabled Access Cabs custom-
ers and to find a solution to the drivers’ concerns with the
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: My question is directed to the new system? | have been advised that, unless the issues are
Minister for Environment and Conservation. Immediately onaddressed, some Access Cab drivers are considering with-
coming to government did the minister read his key issuebolding their services on Christmas Day, and many people
briefings, including number EPO23 dated 5 March 2002 angvith severe disabilities—
titled ‘Radioactive Waste—Storage of Intermediate and Low The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a point of order, sir.
Level Waste? On 22 October the Premier quoted from a he device of using second-hand hearsay to put opinion into
commonwealth communication strategy called ‘Announcean explanation, | would say, is out of order. For your
ment of low level radioactive waste sites in South Australia’,explanation, Mr Speaker, the member for Light said, ‘I have
which states: been told that drivers have a difficulty’ blah blah. That is
The state government has also confirmed that both low an§€¢ONd-hand hearsay being used to express an opinion.

intermediate level radioactive waste is currently stored at morethan The SPEAKER: Can | say to the house, and to the
130 sites in 26 South Australian towns and suburbs, but cannahember for Light, that these devices are not appropriate in

confirm that it is stored safely. question time. Other parliaments function far better without

The key issue briefing EPO23, dated 5 March, states thalis kind of device, save for the House of Representatives,
there are 185 sealed radioactive sources that may be suitalgied | at no time would want us to compare ourselves with that
for disposal at a low level repository. The location of the 1850t. | say to all of you that it will improve the standing of us
sources ranges over 50 sites. The government has advised &ikif we avoid debate during question time and allocate our
federal government that there are 130 sites while its owiime more appropriately when we are sincerely debating a
briefing paper states that there are only 50. matter. Our standing orders would therefore apply according-
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Well, | am not sure of the pointthe 1Y rather than members attempting to use this device to
honourable member is making. | cannot recall. There wer§ndage in debate during question time. It was never intended
many briefing notes; but the member for Davenport has therf P& So. Italways ends up in this kind of exchange on points
all now, so perhaps he can work his way through them ove?f order, which can be acrimonious. .
the next few months. | will certainly get the figures checked ! SaY to the member for Light, however, that | did not hear

to which the honourable member has referred and | will bringVhat he was saying. | was momentarily distracted. | invite
back a full answer for the house. im to continue with his explanation if it is indeed an

Members interjecting: gxplanayon necessary for other members to understand the
information which he seeks.
The SPEAKER: Order! Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Light has the
ACCESS CABS call.
. . - Members interjecting:
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Government

Transport confirm that an incentive payment of $5 per fargperprises will come to order, as will the deputy leader.
is to be offered to Access Cab drivers? Customers of ACCeSS The Hon, K.O. Foley interjecting:

Cabs who have disabilities have reported to me that they have 1he SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer will come to
had to wait for long periods for an access cab, and | ang,qer.
advised that this incentive payment is designed to coerce The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:

drivers to take more Access Cab fares. The SPEAKER: | warn the Treasurer.

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): It The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
would be fair to say that with regard to Access Cabs we do The SPEAKER: | warn the deputy leader.
have a difficulty. The member has alluded to that. It has been The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As | said in my explanation,
in the system for quite a long time now, probably for the| have been contacted by Access Cab drivers who say that
terms of the two previous Liberal governments. | am nothey are considering withholding their services on Christmas
certain that it has been that long, but it has involved a longpay if these problems are not sorted out.
time, and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition knows thatto  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | think in the original part of
be the case. the member for Light’s question, which was now asked a

We are exploring a range of options to try to deliver along time ago, he was asking me something along the lines
better service for Access Cabs, because we do not believe tratwhether | would have discussions with the PTB and the
the service delivery is at a level of which we can be proudCBS in an attempt to fix this problem. | assure the member
and certainly | hope that all members of the house share far Light that those discussions were held a long time ago. |
similar view to that. It is important that we try to get a also assure the member for Light, and all members opposite,
balance. We need to try to deliver a better outcome to théhat this discussion and debate has been occurring for some
users of Access Cabs, but there must be a balance betweme. | hope this house would not fall into the trap of trying
the users, the drivers and also the central booking servicetd make this an emotional issue. | reject, and | am disappoint-
have previously had a brief discussion with the membeed by, the comment of the member for Finniss, wherein he
regarding Access Cabs. We will continue to try to explore thesays that he is wanting to inform the disability sector that this
best option to bring a balance to the system. government does not care. | thought we would receive much
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better from the member for Finniss, because that is an utter URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY
nonsense. | am very surprised to hear a comment of that
nature from the member for Finniss. | would expect it from  Ms RANKINE (Wright): My question is directed to the
other members of the opposition, but | would not expect itMinister for Urban Development and Planning. What is the
from the member for Finniss—and | am very disappointed heurrent status of the plan amendment report to implement an
has made a comment of that nature. urban growth boundary for metropolitan Adelaide and, in
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will address the particular, what is being done to resolve planning issues for
substance of the question and not respond to interjection. Gawler? o
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Thank you, sir. Can | repeat __ The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban
what | said before? Development and Planning): | thank the honourable
Members interjecting: member_ for her importan_t question. The urban _grovvth
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Yes, I can, and | will. | repeat boundaries are a mechanism to ensure we contain urban

what | said to the first question asked by the member fodevelopment within the appropriate and proper boundaries

L h ; . 0% round metropolitan Adelaide. It was a policy pursued in part
Lightin rela_tlon to Access Cqbs. this government is Worklngby the previous government. In the early days of the new
to try to deliver a better service—

; . . government, because of a dispute the previous government
Mr Brindal:  And lower electricity prices! had contrived with the Gawler council, legal action was taken
The SPEAKER: Order! by the Gawler council against the urban growth boundary.
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | hope members opposite treat The council was successful in challenging that decision, so

this issue seriously, because it is a serious issue. Membeitgell to the new government to pick up that policy initiative

opposite may laugh, but we take the disability sector venand attempt to make it work. With so many things we are

seriously. We have picked up baggage that the previou®rced to pick up the pieces and make them work.

government put in place— With the urban growth boundary there is contention at the
Members interjecting: edges of Gawler and in the area covered by the electorate of
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Yes, we did. We have picked the member for Finniss. There are contentions in the areas

up a policy from a previous government which has notwhere there is pressure for growth. We sat down in a

delivered to the disability sector. We are trying to put in placeonstructive fashion and recently, along with the Minister for
ransport, struck a memorandum of agreement with the

a better policy outcome which takes into account the interesﬁ | i h f ing f d
of the various people involved in this matter, so there is a>2W/er council so we have a means of moving forward to
olve these contentious issues. We have put aside the

balance to the users. We want to get a better outcome so tr@k{zcess of antaconism and of contriving disputes with the
there is less waiting time. The current waiting times are no 9 g disp

acceptable. One has to look at the existing contract. In Ej}awler council and have reached a very friendly accommoda-

h ¢ calm fashi trving to deli bett on with it and it is content with what is happening now and
coherent, caim fashion we are trying 10 deliver a betlely e haye 3 way forward. There is a growing degree of mutual

outcome to the user groups to reduce the waiting times. fespect between that council and the agencies involved in
also need to try to have a balance for all the interests '”V°|Vdesigning this important planning tool and in the future we
ing Access Cabs, in particular the users (the disability sectorgxpect to move forward.
the drivers and the central booking service. We take the matter one step further. We have made a
o commitment to legislate to protect the urban growth
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: My question is directed to the poundary. We have a vision for this city which does not
Minister for Transport. What action is being taken by thejnyolve its sprawling away in an unplanned fashion into the
Passenger Transport Board against Access Cab drivers whghterland and causing enormous dislocation of resources.
are either refusing to accept bookings from disabled peoplEhe other day | saw statistics which indicated that, for every
or turning off their radios so they are not contactable shoulthouse added on the fringe of Adelaide, it may require in the
a call be made for an Access Cab ride for a disabled persor?der of a couple of hundred thousand dollars worth of

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: additional infrastructure, whereas the additional incremental
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens infrastructure costs for urban consolidation are in the vicinity
will cease interjecting. of $100 000. Massive gains can be made to the public purse

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am aware that the Passengerby containing the growth of our urban development within a

Transport Board is taking no action against some drivers Whgerjrsr:ble urban g(rjowth fbouc?dary. i kon3N b
refuse to take a booking or who are not making themselves, | "€ memorandum of understanding struck on 3 November

available for Access Cab fares, even though they have tha!0Ws the way forward. We expect that the metropolitan
licence. urban growth boundary PAR, which is presently compiling

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: The member for Light cites the extensive submissions made concerning it all around the

; - - __metropolitan area, will be presented to government shortly
examples of which | am not aware. In relation to accusation

of that sort, | would welcome his making the details availablq?ngrwe expect to have this initiative in place early in the new

to me. If he has the evidence to support those allegations,
he is able to substantiate the accusations he is making, then MAGILL YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE
well and good. | ask him to provide the information to me.

What | have said to the industry (which includes the PTB,  Mrs HALL (Morialta): My question is directed to the
the central booking service, drivers and users) is that we anginister for Social Justice. Will the minister inform the house
not about to blame people for not providing the best outcomevhat reports have been received, the advice contained and
for users. We are trying to provide a solution. | invite thewhich consultants have been engaged on the future of the
member for Light to get onto that course. Magill Youth Training Centre and its relocation to the Cavan
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Juvenile Detention Facility? Nearly six months ago thethe four different domiciliary care services that formerly
minister told the house that this project was on a list ofexisted are under one organisational umbrella will there be
projects being looked at as a possible public-private partner real opportunity to introduce the long overdue changes.
ship initiative. The former government committed $22 mil- | now expect to see a consistent, equitable approach across
lion in forward estimates to relocate and build the new centrethe metropolitan area in relation to eligibility for services and
The minister has already acknowledged it is on a priority listhe introduction of a consistent assessment process. | also
for her and has expressed her concerns about the standagdgect to see some significant reform around staff manage-
of facilities and conditions both the young clients and staffiment and the control of large amounts of equipment held by
endure at the existing facility. the metropolitan domiciliary care. There is a big task ahead
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | think this  ofthe new board of directors and the Chief Executive Officer,
guestion has been asked before, although maybe not by thds Jane Pickering, has just been appointed and formerly
member for Morialta. In the budget we outlined that theworked at the Ashford Community Hospital. They will
facility to which the honourable member refers is beingcollectively have the job of ensuring services improve both
considered by this government under a public-privatén terms of quantum and quality ensure that clients are better
partnership model to see whether it is doable and appropriatéhle to get the services they need when they need them.
for a PPP. That is currently the course of action for the
government. | think the honourable member will find—and ENTERPRISE AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

I am happy to get advice from Treasury— STRATEGY
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: o
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: If | were the Deputy Leader | Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is directed to the

would say very little about the way he managed the healtiinister for Education and Children’s Services. Will the
budget. It is a absolute shambles and an embarrassment/fsnister confirm that the enterprise an_d vocational education
public policy, and the Deputy Leader of the Oppositionstrategy, known as EVE, and the regional networks groups
should keep his head low when it comes to the healtfihat have been established, will be axed as of January 2003
department’s budget, because the way it was managed by tAd. if not, in what form will they continue? During the last
former minister was an embarrassment to good public policyitting, in particular on 28 August 2002, the minister stated
| will get advice on this, but the $22 million the member that there would be no cut to VET programs, in response to
referred to is in dispute as to what may have been in th@ question from the member for Kavel. As that funding
budget numbers. | will get that answer. | recollect we havesPecifically comes from the commonwealth government there
had this question before and the information provided, but is N0 authority to withdraw that. However, whilst the minister
will obtain the information. The former health minister of this Said, ‘These programs will continue,’ there was no specific
state was an embarrassment when it came to finances. TR@nfirmation that the EVE strategy would continue. The
former treasurer was in constant battle with the minister fofember further stated:

health because the incompetence of the former minister of There is no threat to their funding—in fact, if anything, their role
health has left the health budget in tatters. has been enhanced—and, as | have indicated several times in recent
; At A weeks, | will be making a significant announcement about those
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: programs and other related programs that service students in the
The SPEAKER: Order! | have warned the Deputy school leaving age and post compulsory age groups.

Leader. He knows what the consequences of any other rebu

will be g‘?nce then we have had the announcement regarding the

Futures Connect program. This suggested that the budgeted
moneys for these programs will be diverted to cover the
children to be retained under the school leaving age and not

Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): My question is directed to  the EVE program. » _
the Minister for Health. How will the amalgamation of _ 1he I—!on. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and
metropolitan domiciliary care services improve delivery ofChildren’s Services): The question was about regional
domiciliary care services? Many constituents have told m@etworks.
of their continuing difficulties in accessing domiciliary care ~ Membersinterjecting:
services over many years, yet reviews of the previous The Hon.P.L. WHITE: If you stop screeching for one
domiciliary care services have found that inconsistenfnroment, | will answer the question. The question was about
eligibility criteria, different assessment processes andiegional networks for vocational education programs. In the
complex management structures have made it difficult foPast, there has been a combination—
clients to have certainty about how, where and when to access Mr Brindal interjecting:
domiciliary care services. The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Unley!

The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank The Hon. P.L. WHITE: —of state and federal govern-
the honourable member for her question as | know alment funding used for vocational education training in
members in the house are interested in the services deliveredhools and for school age teenagers. The federal funding
by domiciliary care. The formation of the newly amalgamatedcomes via an organisation called ECEF, and that organisation
metropolitan domiciliary care organisation will address thehas changed the regional networks on which its funding
service delivery problems mentioned by the honourabl@llocations are made. The state government has taken the step
member that have concerned domiciliary care clients oveto better align very closely with the federal government
many years. | acknowledge that members opposite when ii¢gions our targeted funding.
government were working towards changing the previous The Futures Connect strategy involves additional funding,
governance arrangements that had greatly hindered reform jrarticularly into those regions which, by virtue of perform-
domiciliary care services planning and delivery. This reformance in terms of school retention rates and participation in
has been approved because it was recognised that only whiemther education and training and higher education, are in

DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICES
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need of additional targeted funding. Those networks have The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Emergency
received, according to the most recent announcement ma&ervices): It is my pleasure to answer this question. The
some weeks ago, up to 60 per cent additional funding. Therareat of bushfires, particularly in national parks, is some-
has been no reduction at all in state government funding tthing that | have raised in this chamber a number of times in
regional networks. There has been a significant increase necent weeks and months. The provision of an additional
resources to particular regions that will not surprise anyone600 000 funding for the Country Fire Service for the
they are identified by their indicators, such as poor schodbushfire season is one of the very important initiatives this
retention rates. With the realignment of the networks and thgovernment has taken very recently and announced by the
focus clearly on government priorities of increasing sociaPremier two weeks ago, and is something which | am sure
inclusion, improving school retention rates, and improvinghas been applauded. The honourable member would know

engagement in learning this funding is secured. that | have supported throughout my time as Minister for
An honourable member interjecting: Emergency Services—despite much political pressure, often
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: The member can screech all shein response to the member for Stuart—the need to burn off
likes, but they are the facts. in national parks. That is something on which | have main-
tained a line throughout.
PREMIER’S COUNCIL FOR WOMEN The National Parks and Wildlife Service is, of course,

responsible for fire management on land under its control. |
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Premier confirm when  will undertake to get from my ministerial colleague any detail
he will be establishing the Premier’s council for women?that is necessary from that agency. | can assure the honour-
During the election campaign in February, the governmenable member that we take very seriously these risks and have
committed to creating a Premier’s council for women, whichidentified that the major risks this year are indeed in national
was to be chaired by a prominent SA women, and which waparks. It is unfortunately true that we have a very high fire
to report to the Premier and minister on a quarterly basigisk season, but | think that the government has acted
Three-quarters of this year has already gone and there hessponsibly in terms of additional funding for the Country
been no announcement. Fire Service.
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am delighted to be
able to tell the honourable member that the announcement GLENELG PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
about the council will be made within days.
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is directed
MAGILL YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE to the Minister for Transport. Following the recent tragedy
at Salisbury, will the minister now be proactive and lead
Mrs HALL (Morialta): My question is directed to the discussions with the City of Holdfast Bay to urgently
Minister for Social Justice, or it might be the Treasurer; | amestablish a Barnes-style pedestrian crossing at the intersection
not too sure. Will the minister inform the house what recenof Jetty Road, Partridge Street and Gordon Street, Glenelg?
advice the government has received about the estimated valligis intersection has a complicated sequence of traffic lights
of land sales that would be generated by the sale of the Magitind two tram tracks, and it is crossed by buses, heavy motor
Youth Training Centre and surrounding land to progress thgehicles and cars, and is used by cyclists and thousands of
relocation of the Magill Youth Training Centre to Cavan andpedestrians each week.
the time line established by the government to make the The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
decision about this relocation? gave a comprehensive ministerial statement yesterday. | am
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): As | have said, it sorry that the honourable member has tried to draw those two
is like a number of issues when we came to government: thigvents together, but | refer him to the ministerial statement
issue was not progressed by the former government. We atkat | made yesterday, if he would like to look at it.
doing that, and we are proceeding as quickly as possible to
work through whether or not this is a project that can and PORT RIVER EXPRESSWAY
should be delivered as a PPP, as | said earlier, or whether it
needs to be considered in the normal capital budget of the The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for
government. As to the specific details of the honourabldransport advise the house of the government's position
member’s question, | will consider whether or not thatregarding the establishment of a toll on the third river
information is either available or appropriate to provide andgrossing bridge at Port Adelaide, and advise how much that

if itis, 1 will send it to her. charge will be?
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): As
NATIONAL PARKS the honourable member would be aware, the Port River

Expressway has three stages. Details of the first stage have

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for already been announced, and the government is exploring a
Emergency Services advise what measures are in place ignge of options with regard to stages 2 and 3.
contain fires in national parks and conservation parks, should
they occur, and whether the width of fire breaks around the SCHOOLS, GLENELG NORTH
parks is being maintained? Eyre Peninsula has more national
parks and conservation reserves than any other comparable Dr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): Will the Minister for
area of the state. The danger of fire getting into these placésducation tell the house what, if any, plans are being
and escaping from them is concerning emergency servicasvestigated to build a new primary school and a new
personnel as well as the residents in my electorate. The recesgcondary school in Glenelg North? | have been advised by
devastating fires in New South Wales are testimony to tha constituent that the government is assessing the current use
trauma that fires can have on these communities. and potential for land owned by the state government. Part of
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this assessment particularly mentioned new schools for thetage, which will address education issues. We think that that
Glenelg area, that is, a middle secondary school to cope witis an important part of our overall package. The package was
the overflow from the already over full Brighton secondaryalways intended to include infrastructure, which was
school, and a junior primary school to cope with the expectedelivered in the budget, and, obviously, the legislation before
increase in local primary schools. the parliament with respect to regulation, but the education
The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and area to which the member refers is also a very important
Children’s Services): My department conducts many component and is under active consideration.
investigations into school capacity, schooling issues in terms Yesterday | had the pleasure of speaking at a function
of facilities, all the time. Nothing has been brought to myorganised by the Australian Automobile Association, which
attention at this stage regarding the specific matter to whichas been meeting in Adelaide for the past few days. With its
the honourable member refers. However, | will quiz myconstituent groups, it got together a group of 30 people
department and come back to the member with an answebetween the ages of 15 and 25 from around South Australia
(including, I think, 10 people from country South Australia),
RADIOACTIVE WASTE and they explored a range of options with those young adults
about a variety of issues that relate to road safety. Certainly,
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): My question is the Premier has asked me to take on board how we deliver
directed to the Minister for Environment and Conservationwith a road safety message for young people, and we are also
When will—or when did—the EPA commence the audit intolooking at ways of exploring that matter. It may be that we
the storage of radioactive waste in South Australia, and imill get a forum together to explore how we move forward
which month will the audit be completed? with regard to road safety, because that is a very important
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and target group, as the member would be aware. There will
Conservation): | do not have the details. The beginning of certainly be consideration of what the member has referred
the audit was obviously after | had instructed the EPA to ddo regarding education but, obviously, | will need to work
so, but | can obtain the specific date for the member. Frorwith the Minister for Education in respect of what we may be
memory (and this is subject to correction), | anticipate thaible to move forward with in that area.
the audit will be completed some time in the middle of next
year. Employees of the radiation branch of the EPA have RADIOACTIVE WASTE
informed me that they are going through the process in an L
appropriate way and expect to have it completed, | think, in Mr BRINDAL (Unley): My question is directed to the
about the middie of next year. | will obtain the details for theMinister for Environment and Conservation. In view of this

member. government’s audit and prevarication on the storage of low
level nuclear waste—
TRANSPORT REVIEW The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Sir, | rise on a point of

order. Surely the use of the term ‘prevarication’ in a question
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is directed  is pejorative and not permitted by the standing orders.
to the Minister for Transport. Given articles in the Messenger The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order.
and a previous letter to me regarding the minister’s initiative Mr BRINDAL: | apologise to the house, sir. In view of
to review public transport in the south—and, in particular, thehe fact that the minister has not accepted that this govern-
Willunga Basin—uwill the minister advise me what stage thatment will use a nuclear waste repository if built by the
review has reached and whether or not it will involve ancommonwealth, what does the minister believe | should say
opportunity for metro ticket and weekend and night services®o my electors who live in the vicinity of Julia Farr if they
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): As  find that radioactive waste is stored in their vicinity at
I think the member is aware, we have had dialogue about thigresent? Every hospital has radioactive waste, | believe,
matter before. In March next year, the government will bedresently deposited within its boundaries. Julia Farr is no
releasing a draft transport strategy plan. With respect to thexception, and some of my electors may well feel at risk.
specific detail to which the member refers, if | can provide  The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
him with any further details specific to his question | will be Conservation): | obviously have some latitude in how |
happy to do so. should answer this question. | would instruct the member for
Unley to write to his electors and apologise greatly for the
ROAD SAFETY shambles because of the way in which the former government
handled the issue of radioactive waste; apologise for not
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Transport  supporting this government'’s referendum policy in relation
advise the house whether the government is consideriniy medium level waste; apologise for not making public the
introducing a road safety program involving secondarysites that were protected—
schools? At present in primary schools in South Australia The Hon. |.F. Evansinterjecting:
there is a program named Road Ready that teaches children The SPEAKER: Order! | am interested in the so-called
safety on roads. | am also aware of a number of programs iradioactive waste at Julia Farr and elsewhere, and | am trying
secondary schools that operate their own road safety artd hear the minister’s response. The member for Davenport
driver training courses. needs to recognise that, along with other members, | also
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): All have rights, and | do not like them being disturbed.
of this is certainly under active consideration, and | thank the The Hon. J.D. HILL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The
member for raising the matter. As people would be awaremember should apologise to the members of his electorate for
with respect to the road safety package (which is before ththe former government—his colleagues—not letting the
house, so | cannot speak about it), one of the areas we hapeblic know where radioactive waste was stored in South
highlighted is that we want to come forward with a third Australia and for hiding behind the provisions of the radiation
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branch. He should then further inform his electors that theyvurray River, dating back to late 1960s usage. In contrast,
are lucky to have a Labor government that is taking this issublew South Wales and Victoria continued to develop. Every
seriously—a government that is in the process of amendingingle drop of water that has been captured by the Snowy
the EPA bill so that people will have a right to know where Mountains scheme and diverted into New South Wales and
radioactive material is stored. He should inform them that th&/ictoria is more than accounted for by additional develop-
EPA, on the instructions of this government, is conductingnent in irrigation in those areas. So, South Australia has not
a full audit of all the waste that is stored and that thatbenefited by one drop from the Snowy Mountains hydro
information will be passed on to the minister, with recom-scheme or the great benefit that it gave to this nation. Quite
mendations about how it should be stored in the futureclearly, that benefit has been captured and squandered by
Finally, he should say that they are in good hands, in relatioflew South Wales and Victoria.
to this issue, with the Labor government. What it has done—and | acknowledge this, as | am sure
the minister will do—is deliver more certainty and reliability
to the system. | suppose for that we should be grateful, but for
little else, because as usual South Australia finds itself in the
position of being rather at the behest of the other states, and
appallingly so. | will accept and work with the minister.
GRIEVANCE DEBATE Everyone on this side of the house will work with the
minister for the best outcomes for South Australia. However,
it would be absolutely wrong if we did not put on the record
WATER ALLOCATIONS that our usage—our economy—dates back to the mid 1970s
and reflects late 1960s usage. We have been careful from that
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | rise today to grieve on the time. We have not been without our mistakes. We have been
matter of the ministerial statement made by the Hon. Johnareful.
Hill in his capacity as Minister for the River Murray. Inthe  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What about all the water you
second paragraph of that statement the minister says:  are sending to Clare?
Some irrigators in New South Wales have been allocated only Mr BRINDAL: The minister might well ask that. | am
8 per cent of their licence volume for 2002-03, and in many areasure the environment minister will explain it to him. What is
e Crops: S;%hoftshé'foev;’eh;“(’; p:gof’ge” planted...Victorigheing sent to Clare is part of our entitlement which has to be
. ) - ) bought. What has been sent to the Barossa is not new water.
I point out for the benefit of this house—and, hopefully, notjt s water that has to be bought from the system, from
for the minister, because | believe he would be aware oxisting users. So, to those South Australians who think that,
this—that the reason why New South Wales finds itself orhecause this government is backing our scheme to get extra
8 per cent allocations is quite simply the scandalous, in Myyater to Clare or the Barossa, we are withdrawing more water
opinion, situation that has developed where successiMgom the river, | say that that is not true. They must, first, buy
governments in New South Wales (and | do not blame Labofheir water from existing allocations or from interstate, get it
or Liberal) have so squandered their water resources (as jfto South Australia and then take it to the Barossa and Clare.

some tributaries of the Murray-Darling system) as to have  The minister will probably back me up when | say that
allocated three times more water than has ever flowed dowat is probably a beneficial use because, if it is going to the

the river. o ) _ Barossa and Clare, it will not be going through the root zones
If you get to a situation where you give out three timespf the grapevines on the River Murray and coming back as
more water than can possibly ever flow down the riversaity water into the river. It will go to the aquifers in the
immediately that everyone wants to demand their wategarossa and Clare region, where they are trying to be careful
allocation or that we have trading, as indeed we have by mynd make sure that it does not result in rising salinity. While
mathematics, you get a maximum allocation of about 30 pey and this opposition will support the minister in his legiti-
cent. So, even in the best year, when they can use virtualiyate endeavours, | hope that, when in future he makes
all the water in the river, nobody gets more than 30 per cenktatements to this house (and | know he is a much more

The figure of 8 per cent sounds very parlous indeed, and it isonciliatory and reasonable person than 1), he does not let
parlous. However, it is parlous because of the profligat¢hem off the hook.

misuse of the beneficial uses of the waters of that system by
the state of New South Wales. CHILD ABUSE
It should be noted by this house—and | would ask the
Attorney’s indulgence because this is a serious South Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | rise to speak today on the
Australian matter—that the Snowy River system wagghastly topic of child abuse. | wish to raise two aspects in
developed not only to produce hydro-electric power but alseelation to one of my constituents, a woman, who complained
to virtually guarantee that the Murray-Darling system wouldthat her two young boys had been sexually abused. She took
be drought proof in every conceivable situation, and thathe matter to the police, and | am sad to report that it was only
includes a one in 100 year drought. For reasons which theith great difficulty that she achieved some progress in the
minister and the commission are examining, in this instanceolice investigations. She had various items of evidence in
that does not appear to be working. her house after she reported the matter to the police. How-
The basis of the ministerial statement is such that—if noever, because the police did not attend until a number of days
this year, next year—we might suffer water restrictionsafter being informed that there was tangible evidence of the
because the system is not delivering enough water. If wabuse having occurred, she eventually took the evidence to
analyse why this system is not delivering enough water, wéhe Sturt Police Station so that the police would act on it. She
might find that it has something to do with the fact that in therefused to leave the station until the police at least took the
mid 1970s this state put a cap on water extractions on thevidence across the counter and gave her a ticket for it.
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It was only after a lot of pushing that the investigating found wanting, without leadership and without direction, and
officers took the appropriate action to investigate the case.dn election promise is in tatters, to the detriment of every
do not want to give too much detail, because | do not in anysouth Australian. | would remind this parliament that the one
way want to identify the two young children concerned. | canand only action taken by this government in relation to the
relate to some of the remarks that have been made publicfinancial aspect of electricity accounts was to remove the
about the police not acting appropriately when given tangibleoncession budgeted for by the previous government. When
evidence of child sexual abuse having occurred. In the caseill this government reinstate this fair and reasonable
I have just mentioned, | do not have any evidence to suggesbncession? That is a question that is being asked by
that there was any improper motive on the part of police, butonstituencies right across this state.
there was, at the very least, too much work for the investigat-
ggnggg%irﬁlfyf/l,ciase:g \?VZ Sat;entazld;)i s:(hec;; Vgag(eﬁézp%rgh ho are asking the same question and who have asked me to

destroyed. lost or taken by the accused person so that it couj ise it with the Minister for Energy in this parliament. | have

not be used against him. That is one aspect | wanted to repo‘% osen one_lettefr,hwrlgendto rpehby a grgupfof peolple who arﬁ
to the house. representative of hundreds of thousands of people across this

ate, and | will record this letter iHansard. It is from the

, .. 8
T.he. othgr aspect of the child SeXL.'aI abuse debate is Ju?éa Tree Gully Legacy Widows Club, and it states:
as sinister, in a way. | refer to an article in the most recent

edition of Quadrant magazine, a national intellectual journal  pear honourable member

in Au§tralla. T.here is an article by Geoﬁrey Pa.rtln.gton,. This communication serves to place on record the concern felt
described by himself as a South Australian educationist. Higy or committee and members toward the steep increase that has
article is entitled, ‘Child sexual abuse, real and unreal’. Hisbeen forecast to charges for consumption of electricity in the State
emphasis is clearly on what he would call unreal child sexua$f South Australia. The majority of our members have limited
abuse. The tenor of the article is that much less child abugBcome, i.e., widow's pension, and are in receipt of pensioner

. . . . .concession rebates to AGL, Origin Energy, etc. Is there any
is occurring than is claimed, although he makes a concessuﬁ%ssib”iw a raise in the AGL concession may be put in place to

at the end of the article and says, ‘One case of child sexuaktset the added charges? We are not only deeply concerned of the
abuse is one too many,’ and ‘Children deserve our protectiothreat of added expense in meeting the increase to our accounts for

whether in home, school or church. The article is strewrindividual household consumption, but also the follow on which will
with references to deceit, exaggeration, mass hysteria ar?é‘nsue from businesses and services, as commerce and industry

- . .~ tealign their manufacturing and servicing costs.
zealotry, referring to those who make complaints of child ) i o )
sexual abuse. As you will appreciate, the majority of our members are of senior

. . . ears and therefore their health and general wellbeing are quite
I strongly dispute the assertions that Mr Partington makeéusceptible to the ravages of seasonal climate extremes. The

in his article about a propensity to lie when it comes toadditional costs anticipated in operating heating and cooling
children reporting these matters. In my view it is disgracefuffacilities, not to mention life support apparatus, which are electrically
that he attributes a number of the statistics quoted pub|ic|2_owered. poses a severe cause for alarm amongst our numbers. In

; ‘ ew of the foregoing, consideration should also be given to possible
about the prevalence of child sexual abuse to ‘a greed f(‘Hjﬁectuponthe already precarious state of the health system, should

extra funding’. That is a very malicious argument againstenior members of the community forgo the use of heating and/or
certain agencies which act and publicly advocate against chilcboling to the detriment of any pre-existing medical condition. We
sexual abuse. The most sinister aspect of all is that | artherefore ask you, as the member for Newland electorate, to raise our

; f ; f ; oncerns with the relevant government minister. Please find attached
aware, through information given to me in my capacity as % reto a list of signatures of those members attending our meeting

member of parliament, that his own son has been chargqgeday 9 October 2000, who wish to register their concern.
with child sexual abuse. It is at the very least dishonest for

him not to have referred to that if he is going to publish anlt is signed by the secretary of the group, Mrs M.J. Norman,
article which, in a sense, says that child sexual abuse does retd the attached sheet has 56 registered members of that
really happen. Legacy Widows group. That is a representative group of

I condemn Geoffrey Partington, and | invite the editors ofpeople across the state who are now living in fear and
Quadrant to vet articles they receive, especially when sucHrepidation because they have seen absolutely nothing from
articles make contentious statements such as that child sexulis government in terms of the pledges and promises it made
abuse is unreal. | am disgusted by the article and the lack @6 this state prior to and after the election.
intellectual honesty in the author.

| have been approached by many people in the electorate

If the current minister's only advice to consumers of
ELECTRICITY PRICES electrical power and our constituents is to turn off the lights

and he is unable to deliver on the Premier's pledge for

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): On the first day of the cheaper power, he should resign from his portfolio and let
previous election campaign, Mike Rann and the Labor PartyOMeé other bright spark, with more energy than the current

promised: minister, start seriously addressing this contentious and
If you want cheaper electricity, you vote for a Mike Rann Labor Important ISSUE. The_ g_overnmen_t has tal_(en on the responsi-
government. bility of governing; it is about time it did so. Instead of

es/,oreading fear and trepidation, it should be discussing how
high a subsidy it must provide as a community service
obligation to the public of South Australia and take this
atter seriously, with genuine concern. No more household
ips—Ilet us get serious and do something. No more pledges
pd promises. South Australians are seeking positive action
om this Labor government.

Has this government kept Labor’s cheaper power promis
I think we all know that the answer to that is a resounding no
The Minister for Energy, the Hon. Pat Conlon, is floundering
hopelessly in this major portfolio area, unable to grasp th
nettles of leadership and decision making. The Premier, Mik
Rann, has ducked and weaved so far behind his minister th
he has almost become invisible on this issue. The honest an
accountable partnership of minister and Premier has been Time expired.
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LIBERAL PARTY that you are ringing up th&dvertiser saying you are all too
afraid to knock off Rob Kerin.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Talking about Members interjecting:

chaos, | happened to be reading in Musertiser yesterday— Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Morphett yells
an excellent paper; a good read guaranteed every day—anit, ‘Let’s do it!” Okay; | look forward to his challenging for
article by one Greg Kelton, who is often informed by the leadership. | have to say that | am very disappointed with
members opposite of what is happening and the goings on difie Liberals. This is not the Liberals that | knew and grew up
their caucus meetings. We were informed by Mr Kelton thawith. | knew it as a tough unit, a unit that would take on the
Kerin has made a lacklustre performance. Personally, | haveabor Party and, if someone could not deliver it success they
not noticed, because | have not noticed him in the chambewould be ripped out. But this is a new kind of Liberal Party—
he has been so bad. The article goes on to talk about thke kind that feels sorry for its new leader. They want to give
contrast between the Leader of the Opposition and thkim a go. | hope they give him a go. | hope they keep him
Premier. It talks about the government getting away from théhere for three more years. | hope they keep him there for the
opposition and the opposition making no inroads into thenext election. | hope they keep the same team. More interest-
government, and about how senior power brokers ar@ng is that the backbenchers are calling out for a reshuffle.
concerned about this. | am wondering who those senior power Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
brokers are. | wonder what the member for Stuart thinks of Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | will have to continue my
the leader’s performance to date. | wonder whether he ieemarks on another day.
harking back to a time when his good friend, colleague and Membersinterjecting:
mentor the Hon. Dean Brown was Premier of South Aust- The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart.
ralia. Or is he looking towards the next generation of leader,

a newer leader, another chip off the old block, the member for FESTIVAL CENTRE CAR PARK
Bragg? Maybe the member for Bragg might lead them out of
the wilderness. The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): The honourable

But there is another contender for the leadershipmemberwho justresumed his seat talked about a reshuffle:
Mr Kelton goes on to state that members of the Liberal Partji€ has missed out and he is now smarting.
are talking about someone else leading their party to victory. Ms Rankine interjecting:
They are looking towards the hills, to another chip offthe old  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member has got
block—that is two. They are looking to the member for herself worked up into a lather today. Obviously, she has
Davenport, and apparently there is a power struggle betwednissed out, too, and so Rory—
the forces of John Olsen and the conservative Minchinites— Membersinterjecting:
Mr Hanna: The Minchkins. The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: —the Minchkins—versus the Members interjecting:
forces of the moderates, the wets, that is, the faction of the The SPEAKER: Order! | am trying to determine if what
federal Minister for Defence, the Hon. Robert Hill. They arethe member for Stuart is saying is in order, and | cannot hear.
turning towards the member for Bragg, and the Olsenites—Fhe member for Stuart has the call.
the Minchinites—are turning towards the member for The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | am
Davenport. It seems to me that not all members of the Liberatnjoying this. Let me say to the Attorney-General that he can
Party have the guts to do what they are all thinking. Themake any disparaging comments about me that he wants. |
article goes on to quote one person as stating: can make a living outside this place very successfully. |
To say. . . (the leadership) has not been discussed would be@allenge the honourable member to go out into the private
lie. . . especially in the party as a whole rather than the parliamentargector and show a measure of success, because we know that
party. he has neither the courage nor the ability. The matter about
So, itis not just the parliamentary party talking about it: thewhich | want to talk today is important to this parliament.
whole party is talking about it. The article goes on to state:There has been some comment in relation to the new
‘We knew the first 12 months were going to be dynamite, said@frangements for parking and entry to the Festival Centre car
one source yesterday. ‘It has been awful. But anyone who believgzark. It is of concern to me—
they have a future in the party will not challenge Rob Kerin. The Hon. WA, Matthew interjecting:
| wonder who is saying that. The quote continues: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bright will
You only have to look at what happened to John Olsen where h§€ase interjecting across the chamber.
spent most of his time as Premier looking over his shoulder for his The Hon. G.M. GUNN: —and | know to you, Mr
enemies and the same would happen to anyone who forced out R@peaker, that there is not a proper understanding of the
Is this the kinder, gentler Liberal Party? This is the newhistory of the land which abuts the back of Parliament House
Liberal Party; this is not the Liberal Party that ripped two of and which used to be the old stables. When | first came to this
its leaders from the toilets into a caucus meeting to have thelace, members used to leave their cars at the back of this
deposed. | have to say that | am a bit disappointed in thbuilding—
Liberal Party. Its members are always walking around talking The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No, you used to leave your
about how disciplined they are and how they are one verpiorse and cart.
tight unit and are all supportive of the leader, but people are The SPEAKER: Order!
running off and talking to thédvertiser, openly dissenting The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Fortunately, we moved on from
because of a poll that came out showing that they are only 2he horse and cart, but that is the history of it. We used to
points behind. Itis not as if it is a disaster. It is not as if theypark our cars at the back of this building, in between what
would all be wiped out if there were an election today; | amwas the City Baths and the Government Printing Office. At
sure they would do very well. You all know it; you are all the time, when that facility was constructed, an agreement
supremely confident. In fact, you are so supremely confidenwas entered into by Sir Lyell McEwin (who was then the



Tuesday 19 November 2002 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1835

chairperson of the appropriate committee) to ensure that tHeefighters. Very sadly, after arriving on the day of this

rights of the parliament were protected and that the Festivalssembly the Country Fire Service was called away to attend

Centre, its management and the bureaucracy could not gah incident. The students paid a tribute to those officers who

their hands on that particular land and take it away from thattended the fire. They prepared a specially framed ‘thank

proper use of the parliament. you’, which was presented to the local station officer who, |
It appears to me—and | know that it has happened fronknow, along with other officers, was delighted with and

time to time—that these people do not really believe that thappreciated the efforts of these students.

parliament and the parliamentarians have any right to use that The following poem was read to the assembly. The poem

land, and we are tolerated with some degree of annoyanceias written by Amy Bernhardt, and indicates the strength of

I think it is important that it be placed on the public record sofeeling and appreciation, | think, of the students. Amy wrote:

that this parliament clearly understands that a portion of that | ail but one night our block turned to trash,

land belongs to the parliamentary precinct, and it should It was torched and burned and withered to ash.

always remain part of the parliamentary precinct; as it is Our hearts felt gloom, we felt unforgiven sorrow,

terribly important that this building should be vested into the ~ Before all this we were dreaming of tomorrow.

care, control, management and ownership of the Presiding

Officer of this parliament, the same as— The souls who did this will soon feel the pain,

They’ll have all to lose and nothing to gain.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You're on a winner there.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | should be; itis very important.
I will give the honourable member a clear example: all those
buildings—which members of the House of Commons now
occupy—ijust south of the House of Commons (when one

But they’ll soon come to realise what's done is done,
And they have nowhere to hide, nowhere to run.

Upon all of this you gave us our hope,
While our block burnt bright we learnt how to cope.

Although a material thing, we realise what we believed,

walks down the right-hand side) are vested in the care, | oyrheads we felt pain that was to soon be relieved.

control and management of the Speaker.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You should know—you've We thank you for what's done it was a thought well worth,
been there often enough. Now we're forgetting this pain so watch our rebirth.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, and | might go there again Not only the students but also the teachers were affected by
when it suits me, too; make no mistake about that. Not evethis fire. The concern shown by the Metropolitan Fire Service
that slippery editor of thédvertiser will put me off, or his  towards staff and students was quite magnificent. | want to
henchmen or any others that he would like to trot out—I anplace on record my sincere appreciation to Chief Officer
not a bit intimidated by them. That was done by MichaelGrant Lupton, who came with me to the site of the fire on that
Heseltine, as Deputy Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,weekend. He also made the time to attend the school
so that the members of parliament were not subject to the wikssembly. Chief Officer Lupton joined his troops and staff of
or the good grace of executive government. The title of thishe school for lunch and spent time chatting with teachers
building should be changed to ensure that it is under the carabout their experience. My congratulations to the students of
control and management of the Presiding Officer, becaus8alisbury East High School for a wonderful assembly and for
democracy— showing great maturity in dealing with a very traumatic

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Why didn’t you do it whenyou event.
were Speaker? They know now, through their experience, that they are

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | was involved in the process of stronger than the perpetrators of this arson attack. They know,
getting it organised, yes. | was very successful in getting Oldhrough the actions of our local CFS and MFS officers, that
Parliament House back into the care, control and managemethiey matter; that when they hurt our whole community hurts.
of this parliament—where it should be—and | did so at a veryThey also know that our community is there to support and
good cost to this parliament. The only person | annoyed wasare for them. They know that for every disaffected individ-
the Hon. Anne Levy, who called me a cultural vandal. ual wanting to cause pain that there are hundreds more ready

Members interjecting: to extend the hand of friendship and, in this case, prepared to

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright. put their lives on the line to prevent further disaster at the
school. Under the leadership of its principal Peter Mader, the
school is moving on. Students and teachers are showing the
strength that is so indicative of the Salisbury community.

SCHOOLS, SALISBURY EAST HIGH

Ms RANKINE (Wright): Last Friday, together with the
Minister for Education, | attended a special assembly of the
Salisbury East High School, and | thank the minister for
making time available to come out to the school. This special
assembly was organised so that the students and staff of the
school could say ‘thank you’ to Metropolitan Fire Service and
Country Fire Service officers who attended a fire at the
school on Friday 1 November. The Salisbury community has The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek
suffered some significant blows over the last few weeks. Thiteave to make a ministerial statement.
assembly characterised the spirit of the Salisbury community, Leave granted.
and | think is indicative of the wonderful young people we  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The government has
have in our community. promised to review all state laws to remove, by the end of the

After this devastation—this loss of four classrooms (whichgovernment's first term, unjustified discrimination against
had a huge impact on students and teachers)—the schooliemosexual people and homosexual couples. The Minister
bouncing back. Through their trauma, the students antbr Social Justice and | will collaborate in this review of the
teachers were conscious of the great effort put in by our locdaw. | also recognise the work of my parliamentary col-

SAME SEX RELATIONSHIPS
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leagues, in particular the member for Mitchell and thel seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
member for Florey, for their work. in Hansard without my reading it.

My department is reviewing the law to identify legislative =~ Leave granted.
changes that would be needed. A preliminary examination Today, the government announced that it is moving to deliver
shows that at least 54 acts may require amendment. Féurther stability and certainty to South Australians following the
example, the terms ‘putative spouse’ under the Familyecision by the Member for Mount Gambier to join the government

; ; . ) s a minister of the Crown. This will increase the size of the Ministry
Relationships Act 1995 and ‘de facto couple’ under the D‘%rom 13 to 14. The details of the changes to administrative ar-

Facto Relationships Act 1996 provide legal recognition taangements were outlined in a ministerial statement made earlier
couples who have cohabited for a certain period or have hadday. The amendments proposed to @astitution Act 1934 by
a child together but are not married. Recognition of thesghis Bill are required to allow all Ministers of the Crown to be
relationships gives rise to legal rights and duties. These tern‘i%e:“bers of tgehExg.‘ﬁ“t'V% Cﬁ"‘”c"'
do not apply to homosexual couples, although | supported an commend the bill to the House.
h ! Explanation of Clauses

amendment so to apply them in 1996. Clause 1: Short title

The review will consider the legal rights of homosexualThis clause is formal. S _
couples by examining these definitions with a view to higzall:ﬁ?sgpropoggsngnogrigndmelr?{sttgrslﬁjbgfgcct%n (2) of section 66
equality with the rights and duties Confgrred t.)y state Iaw Of s a result of which that subsection would simply provide that every
heterosexual de facto couples. The review will not considepinister of the Crown isex officio, a member of the Executive
sanctioning homosexual marriage because, to give on®ouncil. The amendment proposed restores subsection (2) to its

reason, legal marriage is a power of the commonwealth angfiginal form (as it was before it was amended by Part 2 of the
therefore outside our jurisdiction. Satutes Amendment (Ministers of the Crown) Act 1997). The 1997

. . . . . amendment added to the subsection the limitation that if the number
Legislation that provides entitlements to benefits when & ministers exceeds 13, not more than 10 ministers may be

partner is murdered or otherwise a victim of crime, or injuredappointed to the Executive Council by the governor.
at work, also discriminates against homosexual couples.
Under the Wrongs Act 1936, the Criminal Injuries Compen- Mr BROKENSHIRE secured adjournment of the debate.
sation Act 1978 and the Workers Rehabilitation and Compen-
sation Act 1986, entitlement to benefits available to partners TRAINING AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT BILL
or spouses does not currently apply to partners in homosexual In committee
relationships. . :
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Davenportmay ~ (Continued from 18 November. Page 1817.)
sit beside the Treasurer if he wishes to have a conversation, ) .
but he may not stand between the minister and the chair, Mr_BROKENSHIREf. h Mhr Chairman, | draw  your
during the course of the minister’s speaking. attention to the state of the ou;e.
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The government recognises A quorum having been formed:
that these are important matters for some people in these Clause 2 passed
relationships. The government will release a discussion paper Clause 3 '
on proposed legislative changes to remove discrimination Mr BRINIf)AL'
against homosexual relationships. Public comment will b%f the bill providé'
sought before a bill is introduced because the matter is neither (a) to further the. state’s economic and social development

simple nor without controversy. | hope to be in a position to (b) to further the commitment by the states, the territories and the

bring a bill before the house next year. commonwealth, in partnership with industry, to work together
Members will be aware that the government has supported to increase the participation of Australians in an integrated

the member for Florey’s private member’s bill that removed national vocational education and training system. . .
discrimination against same-sex couples on superannuatioim. short, | point out to the minister, and members of this
The bill is currently before another place. committee, that in the first substantive clause of the bill we
This review and discussion paper honour the Premier'see that this is a national system, which needs to be integrated
election commitment to remove legislative discriminationwith the needs of the Commonwealth of Australia, yet this
against homosexual people and will be conducted concurreriill purports to remove Australian workplace agreements
ly with a review of equal opportunity and antidiscrimination (AWAs) as a tool that can be used. | do not believe that the
laws. minister will find that is acceptable to the Commonwealth of
Australia, in partnership with which this bill was introduced.
STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION How does the minister reconcile the objects of the bill with
. later clauses, which leave out the possibility of usin
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move: Australian workplace agreements? P y g
_ That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to0 The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |remind the member
introduce a bill forthwith. for Unley of his brief words which were spoken in 2001 and

| point out to the minister that the objects

Motion carried. which related to the instruments under which people could be
employed under contracts of training. He moved the follow-
CONSTITUTION (MINISTERIAL OFFICES) ing amendment and said:

AMENDMENT BILL .
I move:

. . Page 23, line 14—leave out ‘or an Australian workplace
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier) obtained leave and agree%emr_ P

introduced a bill for an act to amend the Constitution Actl move this amendment with the concurrence of the shadow minister.

1934. Read a first time. _ _ I remind the member for Unley that he has followed along
The Hon. M.D. RANN: I move: this path already. We know that the contracts of training are
That this bill be now read a second time. generally thought of as a means to train people through skills
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training on the job, through apprenticeships and traineeships. The CHAIRMAN: The chair will not encourage anyone
It is not relevant to the national status of training how theyto take off their clothes in here, including the member for
are employed. It is an artificial idea to imagine that peopleJnley!
cannot be trained in this scheme, because they are employed Ms THOMPSON: Will the minister give us more of the
under different instruments. What we did on Friday at thebackground as to why the clause relating to the removal of
ANTA-MINCO meeting was to give a commitment to a the provision of Australian workplace agreements was
national VET system, but we are committed, as the membenserted?
must know, to quality in training, particularly to the rights of ~ The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Several systems are
vulnerable people. in place whereby people are encouraged to take up contracts
The honourable member moved to remove AWAs fromof training. One of the most prominent mechanisms by which
his bill, so at that time, | presume, the honourable membelhis is done is through the new apprenticeship centres, where
recognised that there was an issue to do with the vulnerabilithere are inducements to enrol people in the system and
of people in those learning situations. We expect to maintaifnducements to employ for the new employer. Across the
the powers whereby both employer associations and uniog®untry there are several rorts in the system. If you get into
can have collective input into the process of approvingd taxi in Sydney there are big signs that say ‘dollars for
apprenticeships and traineeships, and the bill achieves tignployment’. When you read the small print it says ‘Phone
necessary balance between facilitating entry, on the one hariie NAC and they will give you the incentive to employ
and quality and protection, on the other. | do not believe thasomeone.” In some quarters there seems to be a disconnect
there is any inconsistency with any other arrangement to haketween the sense of training and apprenticeships and
national consistency across the training programs igmployment, in that some people think this scheme is only
Australia. about employment subsidies.

Mr BRINDAL: We might as well dispose of two matters C!early, the skills development.bill has provisior_l for the
with this clause. If the minister and the government wish tg€duirement that contracts of training make provision for
be here all night, questioning each clause, then | am willing€rtain employment, and inherent in that is a requirement for
to facilitate them. That will happen if the minister continues he state to guarantee that the conditions of employment
to do two things; first, the minister is quite welcome to quotettached to that requirement are met. In the case of the AWA,
any words | have uttered on the public record. The ministefl€"€ iS no capacity for the regulatory body established under
goes too far in presuming she understands my motivation idhe state legislation to inquire into or interpret the provisions
doing anything. My intellectual property is mine, and mine® the AWA, _and theref_ore in t_he_ case of an glleged breach
alone, and | do not understand why | think some things som@f the conditions cpntamed W|_th|n an Australian Workp!ace
times, so | do not expect the minister to second guess me 29reement there is no effective remedy for the aggrieved

Having said that, let me clearly explain what I tried to apprentice or trainee. Those who support the AWA point to

: . its flexibility and capacity for apprentices to negotiate with
explain yesterday. In order to get consensus with Trades Hal b eir emplgyer terngs atxd cor?dpitions of emplgyment that
we certainly deleted a reference to AWAs. | did so, havmgmutually suit both parties

been advised by learned counsel in the employ of the crown It seems quite obvious that a young person or someone
brocess of abiration (and that 5ot o g t kick i on g SSPErate for employment certaily is in o positon
matter. We were silent on it. | am now told that this bill goesrjegotlate on equal footing with an employer, and it seems
further than the bill | introduced. This bill, by stipulating the K1Y that it is either a take it or leave it employment

) Oy Sp 9 situation. AWAs are capable of providing employment

mstrumer?ts' that may be used, actually precludes that. conditions that are not available, it appears, under other
_The minister might say, ‘Well, that is exactly what your gystems, but if members look at both state and federal

bill did.” Let me remind the minister that St Paul was once &:grtified awards they will see that they provide substantial
Jew and he went on the road to Damascus and he Wagyihility in meeting the needs of particular work places, so
converted to Christianity. What | did 12 months ago and whaf,e 5rgument that seasonal employment or part-time casual
| do in this house today are not necessarily the same thingymsoyment cannot fall within enterprise agreements in other
Between 12 months ago and now, we had an election. Inthgfays is really not true. It has been suggested that they
election campaign, part of the commitment of my party wasyrgyide a less complex employment system for employers,
to AusFrahan workplace agreements. Itis part of the ongom%ut this is difficult to understand because in some work-
commitment of my party. If I have torip off my clothes, pull yjaces particularly meatworks, many hundreds of people are
out my hair and recant for my transgressions before thg5i6ved under AWAs, and it is hard to believe that for each
election—and the member for Giles seem excited by they those contracts there is truly an individual agreement with
prospect— the employee.

Ms Breuer: In your dreams! It has been suggested that the majority of NACs—new

Mr BRINDAL: —excuse me—I will do so, but | will not apprenticeship centres—support AWAs, but it is clear that at
resile from defending or arguing in this place at this time myleast two in our state do not support or use them. It is also
party’s right in the sensibility of this place to have Australianapparent that the use of AWAs comprises quite a small
workplace agreements put in. If the minister wants in everycomponent of those people in training. Currently in this state
clause and | want in every clause and she wants to quote mless than 6 per cent of new apprenticeships and traineeships
I will explain why | thought of various things, explain why involve people employed under AWAs, but they seem to have
I was wrong and apologise profusely to the house: it will nota considerable linkage with areas where there are difficulties
change my argument. | suggest to the minister that we stegrith employment. Certainly, there are some examples of
away from what | thought or said and steer towards why shgoung people whilst at school being employed under
should not do it, and we will get through it much more contracts of training where there is no intention to pay that
speedily. person until the 13 to 14 week period is up, after which the
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inducement will be paid to the employer. Clearly, this is notthe details of that first case, it would allow me to contract my
within the spirit of our training schemes. federal colleagues because the Office of the Employee

There has been a suggestion in relation to the ANTAAdvocate is there to protect the rights of people such as this
agreement, and it has been put to us as a form of threat thand, if it was used and gave poor advice, | am sure my federal
perhaps the federal government will withdraw funding or thatcolleagues and friends would like to know that and suitable
we will not comply with the Australian National Training action could be taken. | presume that would be some sort of
Authority requirements. That agreement relates to theegligence on the part of that office in not protecting the
contract of training systems as a means of facilitatingights which legislatively it is supposed to protect.
effective regimes for skill development training and acquisi- Ms Thompson: Have you seen the letters they send out?
tion of nationally recognised qualifications under thelt’s so stupid.

Australian qualifications framework, but the ANTA agree- The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Reynell is out
ment goes to issues such as the establishment and monitoriafjorder.

of quality standards. It does not and should not attempt to Mr BRINDAL: |have seen letters Trades Hall send out,
establish a preference for one type of employment arrangéeo, and they might equally be described as stupid, depending
ment over another, and the removal of AWAs does nobn your particular point of view at the time. This opposition
conflict in any way with the spirit of the ANTA agreement. is not trying to argue for the exploitation of any worker: far

In relation to the commonwealth and its intent, constitutio-from it. We do not believe in worker exploitation, but we also
nally legislation relating to apprenticeship and traineeshiglo not believe that we have to create an all-embracing cocoon
systems is a matter for the state. The contract of training is» which everyone is protected from themselves and every
indivisible from the contract of employment, and theother possible evil in society.
combination of employment and training in relation to  An honourable member interjecting:
apprentices has been a major strength of our system for a Mr BRINDAL: | know that the member opposite who
number of years. | am happy to read out some of the cadeeeps interjecting has a genuine interest in the area. When |
studies | have and which explain some of the situations thatas minister, | used to go down there quite a bit, as she
have compelled us to go along this path, because we recolgrows, and she would invariably be there, which is more than
nise that there are significant problems within this sector. | can say for some other members in this house, without

The first case study was in a catering establishmerdrawing any generalities. She is genuinely interested; she
involving a person with the initials ‘S.H.". She was a minor actually cares. | point out for the member for Reynell and for
and her mother was required to authorise the AWA in thehe minister that we have come—and we did have eight years
contract of training. She had worked for the employer as @ government—through a system where increasingly we are
casual junior employee for three months prior to this contraciosing people from apprenticeships and traineeships. When
of training. There are both federal and state awards coveringpu ask the employers why, it is often because it is too
the industry, and the awards containing training wagalifficult.
arrangements, so there was no question that she could not In acquiring rights for workers and protecting people, it
have been employed except under these conditions. Thes been put to me—and, | think, should be put to this
AWA, however, sought to reduce the award rights for shifthouse—that you can build a castle wall to protect everybody
rates, weekend work, sick leave, public holidays and otheinside the castle, but what you often do in building a castle
award entitlements. Itis clear that the commonwealth has theall to protect all those inside is make it harder for anyone
power to set a no disadvantage test, but this does not occelse to getin. That is the very analogy that has been put to me
because, for these young people who are often unsure of théirterms of training and apprentices. Those inside the system
rights, no account is taken of the number of hours that arare so well protected with industrial rights—rights of unfair
weekend or night hours, and clearly the no disadvantagéismissal and all the other things—that it makes it difficult
clause is not taken into account and is not embraced. for, if not discourages, potential employers from taking on

Mr Brindal interjecting: people.

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: This was approved by If the price of getting better training in this state for my
the Office of the Employee Advocate. This was a problem irson or my grandson was a lower wage for a period of time,
this case. In other cases brought to our notice, a young persbmould not necessarily disagree with it. | would try to enter
was given a contract of training in an AWA to show to herit, and help them to enter it, with full knowledge of what they
parent. Thinking that it was an agreement to employ the childyere getting. | think that you, Mr Chairman, as | did, went
in fact it was a contract of training, which was a surprise tathrough a system where we left school and were paid a very
both the young person and the mother because she thougimall wage to go to teachers college on the grounds that, at
it was merely a part-time job. It is quite clear that, althoughthe end of it, we knew what we would get. There was a
you might argue that people should read the small print, theoncept called ‘junior wages’, and a lot of other things.
people who are most at risk under these circumstances are Those things have gone by the board; they are part of a
people who might just not do that. The percentage of peopldifferent era. AWAs may well be part of a new era, and it
involved in AWAs is quite small. The number of people does not have to be exploitative just because it is a new
involved is quite small, but they are quite likely to be thesystem. We must remember the test that is legislated under
most disadvantaged people. There is certainly no indicatiothe statute law of the commonwealth, that there should not be
that any employer would not employ people but for an AWAa disadvantage. Surely as a mature society, with all the aids
because there are other instruments for employment, araVailable to our young people, we can protect them. Is the
there is no reason to believe that without AWAs there couldninister saying that in cases such as school to work transi-
not be an equally useful instrument for employment thation, which come in some respects under the aegis of her
would not also protect the employee, trainee or apprenticecolleague the Minister for Employment and Training, that

Mr BRINDAL: Some of what the minister says needs tosystem is incapable of discerning an unfair workplace
be challenged. If the minister would like to provide me with agreement?
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Ms Thompson: It doesn’t do much for 40 year olds. tions within the probationary period and 9 per cent of

Mr BRINDAL: | was talking firstly about the young cancelled contracts of training. This would imply, for anyone
people. The member for Reynell interjects that it doesn’t davith a numerical bent, that they have an above expected level
much for 40 year olds. Let us examine the subsets. of failure.

Ms Thompson interjecting: To suggest that exploitation will lead you, at the end of

Mr BRINDAL: All right; just let me finish. If we have your contract of training, to leave employment is really not
young people who in many ways will be protected by theirrealistic. We are talking about young people with the wit to
education system, their carers and nurturers, let us exclugecognise they are being exploited and therefore decide that
them. If we have people in their 40s most of them beinghey will not complete very early on in their training.
mature, intelligent adults, they are really capable of knowing Ms Thompson interjecting:
when they are being had a lend of. The CHAIRMAN: The member for Reynell is straying

Ms Thompson interjecting: into dangerous territory.

Mr BRINDAL: | have a great deal of respect for the  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Indeed, the mature age
member for Reynell in terms of her passion and commitmentandidates as well. Itis a matter of shame that we are unable
to her electorate. But | say to her, in a very collegiate wayin this state to match the available jobs with those being
that she does not have all knowledge when it comes ttrained. Furthermore, it is a matter of shame that there are
disadvantage and those she serves. | happened to serve qaiteh high rates of failure within those training agreements.
a few years of my life teaching in places such as Cook antt is quite obvious that if there is such a high rate of failure
Cockburn. If she wants to see true disadvantage, if she want®@mething is not working, and it may well be the conditions
to see real battlers, she should get out to a few of thoser the way in which they are put in place. Whatever the cause
railway towns to see them. Whatever else those people weref those failures, it would appear that the AWA is not the be-
they were honest and decent people. In many cases thajyl and end-all of an employer’s dreams. If it were, more
might not have been the most literate and intelligent in th@people would use them, and we know that 95 per cent of
world, but they had an instinct for not letting themselves begpeople do not. If you look at those who do use them, they are
exploited. No matter how well educated they were, they knevgpecific users in very specific industry sectors: the meat and
the difference between being exploited and not beingneat products manufacturing areas (abattoirs, boning and
exploited. slaughtering); food retailing; and telecommunication services

I am simply saying that, because people find themselve@hat is, call centres). So, the areas where they are being used
living in Reynell, living in Cook or living in parts of Salis- are quite narrow, and the percentage of contracts of training
bury or, indeed, Burnside does not mean that at age 40 theye quite small. But if you look at the level of failure, you
will automatically be exploited. At the end of the day, mighthave to suggest that these are not the most successful
some people be exploited? The answer is yes. But | ask thmntracts being written.
minister to tell me this: how many people are exploited with  Mr BRINDAL: The minister says thatitis 5 to 6 per cent
all the current protection? | can show her many places in mgf all contracts. | acknowledge that. But the point is, it is
electorate where businesses avoid awards; where businessesut flexibility: we are arguing for flexibility. | believe that
do a whole lot of things to get out of fulfilling their rightful you are in danger of being seen as an ideological government
obligations under industrial law. It happens, and it will thatis on an ideological bent to suit union mates. That is what
continue to happen under this legislation. But that is not whait sounds like to me, because we are arguing about 6 per cent
we are discussing: we are discussing here the best way to gaftthe contract, and the right of people to flexibility over 6
the maximum people into employment and training. per cent of the contract in, in fact, three industries—the

Do you think for a minute that somebody who is taken onminister said food retailing, meat and meat products and call
and trained as a mechanic, gets through their course, and theentres. So, it is a very narrow band; a very narrow spectrum.
finds they have been exploited will sit around with the same The point is that, for those 6 percent of people, it
employer happily being exploited? | do not think so. I think represented a training opportunity. They are currently in
that, before they finish or, indeed, after they finish, they willtraining because of AWAs. The minister cannot sit there and
take their qualification—they will have been trained—and goguarantee that those groups will take on trainees or appren-
on to make a useful contribution to society. | simply cannotices. They may well need employees, and those groups might
see that this sort of attempt to defend everybody againsake on as many people as they are taking on now and employ
everything is logical, sensible or conforms to the objects othem. But they will not train or skill them, unless it suits them
this act, which are to get better training to people withto train and skill them. So, we might have the same number
maximum flexibility. If the minister can explain to me why of people in work, but they will be less skilled, because they
what we are proposing is unfair, | will shut up. Until she can,will not be trained. They will not have gone through the
I will continue to argue the case. ANTA system, they will not have got an AQF qualification.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Very poorly, | might add. If the minister wants an increase in unskilled workers in

Mr BRINDAL: You can join in; you are quite welcome. this place, with no portable qualification, if she wants to

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister for Government downskill the nation, let her say so. Butif it is 6 per cent of
Enterprises is out of order. people who are now perhaps acquiring a skill through the

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: You might imagine mechanism of AWAs, how, apart from being ideologically
that, if AWAs were the instrument whereby the southerndogmatic, can she justify this? And she attempts to. She
hemisphere could be defended, protected and our state cowttempts to say, ‘Look at the outcomes.’ | could show the
become buoyant and economically indestructible, it mightminister outcomes in all sorts of areas. Hotel and hospitality
well have happened by now. The reality is that in the last ninés a great one. Why does she not bring us the figures on drop-
months 5.7 per cent of contracts of training lodged have beeout rates in hotel and hospitality under awards? Quite frankly,
with AWAs. What is particularly interesting, though, is that many people go into traineeships or apprenticeships without
AWAs represent 10.8 per cent of withdrawals or cancellaany real knowledge of the nature of the job, and when they
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start working at 3 a.m. and knocking off at 11 a.m., and allinkage to areas where there are difficulties with employ-
their friends are at work, and they have to work Saturdays anghent’. Yet the whole object of this act is, presumably (and
Sundays, they find that the job is not for them and there araccording to section 3, the section under discussion), to
huge-drop out rates. But that is not because of awards, it snhance employment and training opportunities in this state.
not because of AWAs: it is because of the nature of théndeed, itis the essence of a large part of the report that has
employment and the training. There is this quantum leap glust come down from the Economic Development Board.
logic that, because 6 per cent are AWAs and the drop-out rate | note also that the minister said, in response to one of the
is higher—and the minister acknowledges that the AWAs arguestions from the member for Unley, that about 5.7 per cent,
in a very small band spectrum of the employment market. Shethink, of the contracts of training in the last seven months
guoted three industries—nearly all of them in three industrieshave been AWAs, but about 10 per cent of the terminations.
So, you have a very narrow segment, then you have a highhat clearly means that 90 per cent of the terminations have
drop-out rate. not related to AWAs; they have, presumably, been under
The minister might do better trying to convince this houseawards and industrial agreements. But | do not see the
(she might convince some of the people here, but she is natinister saying that, therefore, we should cut out awards and
convincing me) if she can quote the drop-out rate of the partmdustrial agreements. My difficulty still remains, and | want
of those three sectors that do not use AWAs but use awardse minister to state clearly on the record whether she is
and she could well find that it is higher, because those peopkaying that, by having no opportunity to go to an AWA
employed in call centres under awards might drop out innstead of an award or an industrial agreement, even when the
contracts of training even more than the ones who are undgarties are content and, indeed, happy to do so, she will
AWAs. So, to link the results, as she did, is very clever, veryenhance the objects of the act and, indeed, lead to more
statistical. It is the sort of rubbish | would expect from theemployment and better training in this state.
Advertiser; it is not the sort of rubbish that | would expect  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | hate to get bogged
from this minister. If she wants to debate this at an intellecdown in mathematics and statistics, but it is the same
tual level, could she please concentrate on not putting challkrgument as saying that, if the population of Aboriginal
with cheese and trying to present it as some sort of goverrpeople in the community represents 1 per cent of the popula-
ment product or intellectual argument that will hold anytion and there are 23 per cent of Aboriginal people in prison,
weight with anyone other than the member for Giles and thé& would be quite apparent and quite easily understood that
other backbenchers conspicuous by their absence on tligat would mean that Aboriginal people were more heavily
government side. represented in prisons. You would not then argue that the
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: We must be the converse were true; that non-Aboriginal people were very
government of the decade with the least dogma, the leakighly represented as well. That is the point | am making. So,
ideological bent. We are the most flexible and inclusive ofwhen | say that they are over-represented in the non-
governments. We are quite prepared to take expertisepmpletions, itis a very simple statistic to represent.
experience and skills from all quarters, because we believe Mrs REDMOND: | still want to hear from the minister
in getting ideas and working together and not being driven bpn the record whether she is saying that, by restricting the
ideology and the views that you press. Let us just get straighdperation of this legislation to only those under industrial
about this. There is an implication that, without AWAs, awards or agreements, that will meet the objects of section 3
people will not be employed—as if there was no way that yowof the act, which is to enhance the employment and training
could employ someone except under an AWA. That is clearlppportunities of people within this state and improve our
not the case. The vast majority of employers seem to manageonomic performance?
very well, thank you very much. They use awards, enterprise  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: There is no evidence
agreements and certified agreements that can be made locdliat the small number of employers who use AWAs need to
within the meat industry, the abattoir sector, the retail sectodo so because of their own desire. It would appear that there
and the telecommunications service sector. This is abowre some NACs that push employers into the AWA system
quality; it is about improving deliverables. and others that do not. So, unless one believes that each NAC
In this state, we have woeful levels of involvement inhas a different catchment area or a different advertising
tertiary education. If you benchmark us against othecampaign, it would appear that it is not a pre-condition for
countries, you will see that we do particularly poorly. To employment.
claim that we would improve our standing by reducing the Clause passed.
rights of those young and mature age training people is really Clauses 4 to 6 passed.
laughable. There is absolutely no evidence that there would Clause 7.
be more employment. In fact, it seems to me that, if a contract Mr BRINDAL: The minister is responsible for the state
of training were geared to meet the skills needs of industryraining agency. Subclause (2) provides that the minister has
as opposed to just being a means to get an employmetiie following function:
subsidy, training would be undertaken in the workplace, .. .toensure that the vocational education and training, and adult
because the workplace would have a need for that trainingommunity education needs of the state are identified and are met
| would refute the notion that having AWAs would prevent in a cost effective and efficient manner.
training occurring in this country. The minister will be aware that recently she announced
Mrs REDMOND: | have a similar difficulty with the interim arrangements for the ITABs. However, the industrial
clause that we are discussing and its apparent conflict witttaining advisory boards have had their funding severely cut.
section 36 of the act to that raised by the member for UnleyThey are now being truncated, and new arrangements are in
The minister's explanation thus far has done nothing buplace. The minister announced that some months ago.
confirm my view that there is, indeed, a conflict. The ministerConcern has been expressed to me about the development of
seems to be saying that we have less than 6 per cent of peoptaining in industry that the minister has not yet made up her
on AWAs and (I wrote it down as she said it) ‘there is a cleammind, that no structure is in place and that no conclusions
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have been reached. Clause 7(2) of this bill makes it incum- What my colleagues did in Canberra is their business. |
bent on the minister that, in a cost effective and efficientcannot influence that. However, | can influence what the
manner, the state’s education training needs are identifiedhinister does here. The minister was asked—and asked quite
This hits at ITABs. Does the minister have an idea of whatlearly—how we are going to better prepare the training
will come after ITABs? How will they function, and how will needs of this state. Fact: in all sorts of areas this state has
she meet this required object of the act which, once enactedeen and continues to be unprepared. Did the last Liberal
will be legally incumbent on the minister to meet? Thegovernment always get it 100 per cent right? Fact: No. Fact:
minister has no choice; she has to fulfil that function. | am standing here trying to make it better, and | would hope
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |am happy to refrain thg minister was, too. Fact: we have a.sh'ortage of nurses in
from delving into the depths of the member for Unley’s mindthis state. Somehow a modern sophisticated society that
if he would refrain from getting into mine. Perhaps he wouldcannot work out three or four years in advance that we might
avoid telling me what my thoughts and knowledge represenfiave a shortage of teachers, nurses or any other thing is not
He has misunderstood the funding of ITAB system. If he kepfloing a very good job. .
abreast of the news in the last six months, he might have An honourable member:Who was in government then?
noted that his federal colleague Minister Nelson at a stroke Mr BRINDAL: ' If members opposite washed out their
removed funding from our ITAB system. Clearly, this was €ars and listened they might have heard me say that | was
announced after our budget was set down. We were left in @cknowledging that we were in government and that we did
severe state of budgetary distress by the former governmerot always getit right. | also point out a time when Labor was
and we were in no position to fund the ITAB system fully to in government and it trained about 5 000 more teachers than

replace the money that was taken out by the federdf €ver needed. We had teachers coming out of every part of
government. this state, pouring through the universities when there was no
The whole Australian higher education system has bee<r;]once|vable need for them. Now, a few years down the track,

put into a position whereby there is a risk of losing theVe are looking at facing a teacher shortage. That is my basis

industry union advice that has traditionally gone into theofquestlonlng fo'the minister—not who cut what money but

; . -~ ... —how the minister will fulfil this function.

ITAB system. We are committed to having that blpartlte This function demands that we set up structures that allow
adV|ce.g|ven to our government, gnd we are reshaping thﬁer or him—whoever may be the minister for the time
ITABs into groupings that can continue the process. Clearlybeing—to have advice on what the needs will be as the needs
:Bﬁ r‘:;%eirr?lthl‘éb;ﬁggO;ﬁéntrk?:ﬂts %ﬂynge?ff%%%ﬁ;;h\?vg'al‘f;arise, and have people trained and skilled properly and filling

' . o . jobs that are available at the time. Spare me the rhetoric of
;?ég%fﬁgtrezggvritr’ne;znpgm;?];hEggz't'fg? (;f dr\(/ei?gvvvge”r—]Aasjs hole suburbs that do have not university students. | will tell

Lo he minister straight out and to her face that that is true. If she

phosen hot to go down that path, b ecause we recognise th doks and analyses it carefully, she would realise that people
importance, we value the information they give to us, and w

. ) ike the member for Fisher and | came from such suburbs,

wantitto gontlnue. ) o ) and we got a chance at university. Universities were not free,
In relation to the skills and training requirements of thep,t they offered commonwealth scholarships.

state, we have implemented a skills inquiry, with top level  The minister might want to analyse why kids in disadvan-
advice coming from the VEET and the university sector, agaged areas are missing out more than they have ever missed
well as advice from unions and business. We expect that tgyt pefore. Perhaps she should reflect on the concept of free
putin train within the next five months a system whereby wenjversities—which | do not think was a Liberal concept—
will be able to respond to this state’s skills requirementshe taking away of cadetships (which were teaching positions)
Previously, governments have induced industry to come intgnd the taking away of many of those things that got a lot of
South Austra“a and haVe then found that thel’e haS beenL% from dlsadvantaged Suburbs through university. She
shortage of skills to match them. We have the woefuknhoyld stop trying to blame us and look at some of their own
situation where there are suburbs within metropolitansypid rhetoric which has led to the disadvantaged becoming

Adelaide where almost nobody is engaged in vocationghore disadvantaged. | do not care; we can go on about this
education and training, and almost nobody goes to universitgj| pignt.

In those same suburbs, they are in close proximity to high- wmr caica: Let's not. Move on!

tech jobs and job vacancies that they cannot fill. Itis a matter \jr BRINDAL: Then let's get past the rhetoric, the blame

of the great shame, and we will address that. game and trying to say that there are whole suburbs of this
Mr BRINDAL: The minister talks in a way that does not and that, and sounding like some dreadful bleeding heart.

become her of my not keeping abreast of the news. | inform The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | have not been called

the minister that | was fully aware of the budgetary implica-a bleeding heart for a while. Let me just get back to the

tions of my colleagues in the commonwealth with respect t@analogy with local government.

ITABS. Unfortunately, | do not speak or serve in that place. Ms CHAPMAN: I rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.

| serve the people of South Australia in this place and have The CHAIRMAN: Order! Before calling the member for

a perfect right to question this government on its plans. | dragg, | encourage members not to get into personal reflec-

not think it becomes the minister or this government to sidlgions, because it will take up a lot of time, and we will be here

out of its responsibility to South Australians and to Southall night.

Australian training by merely blaming the commonwealth. Ms CHAPMAN: | raised the point of order because |

It reminds me of local government, every time they wantechoted that our lead member putting the submission on this

to bleat and grizzle about something, turning around andhade a rather long comment. It did not appear to be followed

saying, ‘It’s all the state government’s fault.” The minister up by a question. We now have another response from the

well knows the state government does not need and shouidinister.

not have to accept that responsibility. Mr Brindal interjecting:
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Ms CHAPMAN: No. | raise the point of order as to issues, but it will be a combination of advice from the
whether this is addressing clause 7. We now have debate backmmission, the skills inquiry, the Economic Development
and forth as to a comment on an initial question. Unless therBoard and ITABs.
is some supplementary question to this, | raise the point of Ms CHAPMAN: Hence my second question, because |
order as to the process. | just raise the point of order about thaought you would probably indicate the areas upon which
process. | have a question about clause 7, and | would like tgou would consult and the bodies which would have some
know whether | should let them keep going back and forth orexpertise and which could advise you on that. Subclause (2)
this. imposes an obligation on you to ensure that certain things are

The CHAIRMAN: Members are entitled to three identified and then met, rather than providing that, in carrying
statements or three questions. The rules of the committee amet the functions listed in clause 7(1), the minister will do
very informal, and it is deliberately meant to be that way. Icertain things such as taking advice and consulting with
cannot compel ministers to answer nor control members inertain parties. It seems to me that what is being proposed
the way they speak or ask questions, unless there is drere is an imposition on you to ensure certain outcomes.
infringement of standing orders. In the committee stage theré/hilst there is a general guideline that ministers conduct their
is a lot more freedom and flexibility, but members suffer theministries and departments in a cost effective and efficient
consequence if they engage in irrelevant debate or persormalanner—elections give some assurance of that—it seems to
attack. me rather unusual to have prescribed in the legislation an

Ms CHAPMAN: Irrespective of the comment made as toimposition of an outcome on the minister, irrespective of
some area of commonwealth responsibility for the budgetingvhether it is you or any successor, as distinct from having
aspect under clause 7, it seems to me that this clausebligations to carry out certain functions which might have
specifically subclause (2), imposes a number of functions othe ultimate effect of being able to precipitate the ideal that
the minister or any successor to ensure that the vocationa encapsulated in subclause (2).
education needs of the state are identified and met in a cost In essence, | raise the question of why subclause (2) is
effective and efficient manner. Irrespective of how thatnecessary at all. If you think some other provision ought to
obligation is imposed at present or what is to be imposed ohe added for what any minister (that is, you or any successor)
the minister under this legislation, what will you do to oughtto doin a consultative process, it seems to me it would
identify those needs and meet them in a cost effective ancbme under one of the functions provided in clause 7(1), as
efficient manner? distinct from imposing an outcome in clause 7(2). | am

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The issue is that it thinking about what is being imposed on you or any of your
does not require or speak to the concept of an ITAB, but wasuccessors once this bill has gone through.
will use the ITAB system in its reshaped form to give that The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | apologise to the
advice. We will also be working with the Economic Develop- member for Bragg; she has probably read more bills than |
ment Board and the skills inquiry report, which should allowhave in her lifetime, and | do not know how unusual that is.
us to more accurately match the opportunities in governmeniowever, | do know that it was in the 2001 bill that was
and private enterprise, the needs of business and needs of firesented and passed in this house last year, and it has not
community by finding a way of making our TAFE and been changed since that time. It is there, and it seems proper
private providers deliver those skills and training opportunithat we should not be wasteful and squander taxpayers’
ties, and particularly the lifelong learning requirements frommoney.
the ACE sector. Itis clear that in the future our training needs Mrs REDMOND: | think the point of the question from
will be different. Just a moment ago we heard about théhe member for Bragg is that your obligation imposed under
requirements for nurses. It is obvious that nursing longevitglause 7(2) appears to be that, for instance, if as it appears
is a combination of people being involved in a traininglikely to do the Economic Development Board suggests that
scheme that gives them a job in which they want to beve need employees in particular industries, your function will
employed and which also reflects their workplace conditionshe looking at not just the skilling of people we already have

I suspect that, if we are to stop churning through many ofn this state but also the necessity to bring both the people and
the skills and trades areas, we will have to find ways othe skills providers into the state to meet the outcomes
keeping people in their trades and employment areas fatirected by the Economic Development Board. To that extent
longer periods. So, there will be industrial relations and think the member for Bragg was suggesting that it would be
workplace issues that relate, for instance, to the way nursegiuch more normal simply to list the functions, as provided
rosters are dealt with, the way people can re-enter thi subclause (1), rather than impose that sort of finality of
workplace after breaks, the way they retrain and the way weutcome under subclause (2).
deal with mature age unemployed people. Inevitably, those The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: I|can see the pointthe
people who go into higher education, whether in the VETmember is making, butin relation to this clause | had always
sector or the universities, will be not just first time learnersppresumed that it was proper to be cost effective in the way
they will also be retraining people who are required to beone provided RTOs or TAFE education. | had notin any way
upskilled and retrained. That reflects changing technologimagined that there was any suggestion that | would be
and community needs but also their own aspirations, and thanporting tradesmen from the Indian subcontinent. | had
is becoming increasingly apparent. In many of the sectors thaiever thought that this could possibly mean that.
are short of skilled employees now, it is not for lack of Mrs REDMOND: On the basis of the minister’s earlier
training: it is for lack of retention. So, there are very import-comment, | listened very carefully to her response to the
antissues post training completion. The job of matching thenember for Bragg’s first question, and she clearly indicated
vocational education and training and adult communitythat she would be taking advice from the Economic Develop-
education needs of the state is also taken on the advice of theent Board. If she has read its first report, which was handed
commission. In another clause, the Training and Skillsdown only last week or the previous week, she will see that
Commission will have arole in advising the minister on thesat clearly indicates that we will need a younger and more
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skilled work force if this state is to survive economically. The The minister will be aware that for some years the EVE team
implication of her statement, therefore, seems to me to bkeas had some problem in this schools-to-work transition—
that, in order to comply with clause 7(2), she would need to Ms Chapman: It is going in January.
do whatever is necessary to equip this state with the employ- Mr BRINDAL: Right. The pointis that it has been going
ees necessary for the industries that we need to develop. for about six years. | think it has about 20 full-time staff and,
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |do notthinkthisact in the six years, it has placed 450-odd people. | might be
requires me to import tradesmen from overseas. | cannot seightly rubbery on the figures, but | remember that each
that that is part of my role as a state training authority. Thissmployee paid by the Education Department represents about
is a description of the state training agency—which would bdour placements a year. Using a system (which | mentioned
the minister—and | cannot believe that any training agencyn this house yesterday) of AWAs, at least one employer in
is involved in importing people or migration. Clearly, to usethis state has had the opportunity to place more than 100 in
the cliche, the economic development of this state will requiré few months. | simply ask: in the light of the amendment that
joined up solutions to joined up problems and, clearly, towill be moved in a later clause, if the commission is going to
deliver on the recommendations will require several minisimeet that power or function under that clause, could it not
tries to play a part. Any migration issues would not be playedetter do it if AWAs were available to it?
out by the state training agency. In this case we are not talking about full-time workers: we
Mr BRINDAL: | want make sure that | understand, are talking about a school-to-work transition; we are talking

because the minister said that it was in the 2001 bill. Myabout years 11 and 12; and we are talking about people who
understanding of this (and the minister would be aware of thBave the additional safeguard that whatever arrangement is
proposition that the Crown is itself a model citizen andentered into can be overseen not only by responsible parents,
therefore is first bound by the law) is that there is a dochotonly by the young people themselves who do not have to
trine—and the member for Bragg might help me with this—be uneducated and ill-informed (years 11 and 12) but also by
of the Crown’s being the model citizen. What | thought thethe Office of the Employment Advocate. They have a number
member for Bragg was saying was unusual about this claug¥ safeguards. I am simply asking the minister, in terms of
is that it in fact binds the minister to outcomes much morehis clause, what would be so wrong with having AWAs as
closely than would otherwise be the case. part of it? .
My understanding is that if an opposition, a government | am informed by my .COIIeague tha}t the EVE team is
or anyone could prove that, as a result of this bill passing, thg0ing in January so, quite clearly, this government, and
minister failed to ensure—whatever that means—that th@erhaps even the last government, did not see it as one of its
vocational education and training and adult communithuge successes. Itis something that we have not done well.
education needs of the state were identified or not met— It is something about which prima facie evidence suggests
Mrs Redmond interjecting: might better be handled through a mechanism to include
Mr BRINDAL: —yes—in a cost effective or efficient AWAs, and | will again return to my theme and say, ‘Well,

tap ; ; hat is wrong with AWAs in that context?’
manner—and my colleague interjects that, for instance, if th&/ ) A
Auditor-General found that way—the doctrine of the Crownd TgedH(tm' J.D. L?M'ﬁ‘r:('sleH't Th'ts ?oveErgmerj['thas d
as the model citizen would require the minister’s resignationcehﬁ'de , oSseparafe ﬁ. hepa:j mert1_ or dtﬁcaEl\(/)IrE] ar_lt
Every tradition of this place says that if you bind yourself to. lidren's Services from nigner education, and the un

this responsibility, if you then fail to meet this responsibility, 'S "t F;art 0{ Ty p()jortfolllo.. HOV‘l’Dthﬁr’ both gmmsters he}ve T‘
you have failed in your performance of your ministerial ComMmitment 1o developing Fathways because, clearly,

. . : - - . substantial numbers (I think maybe 8 000 people between 15
duties, you are negligent in those duties and your re&gnaﬂoﬂéd 19) have dropped out of school. out of work and out of

would be required by every precedent and establishef"? - . S )
practice of this house. That is what | understood the claus aining, and they are clearly atrisk. Finding ways to involve

meant when | introduced it, and | was prepared to wear that emin VET is g!early an a“fa!C“"e option because it gives
I think the member for Bragg is saying, ‘Is the minister sure hem employab_lllty options sk'"S' and the chance to get on
that she wants to wear this? ' a pathway to higher education. We would want to support

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: What particularly that mechanism, but | really cannot speak about the oper-

- - . tions of EVE because it is not within my control. Clearly,
aggravates me is that the former Labor opposition did not acaeveloping Pathways will be a means to give those young
on this clause previously. | refer members to section 5(2) o

: . P people a second chance.
tlhgegé\llovc\:lﬁtilc?hnglroli?dugstlon, Employment and Training Act Mr BRINDAL: | understand what the minister is saying.

e i _l'was not asking her to answer for EVE: | am simply saying
The minister is to ensure that the vocational and adult communityhat the use of AWAS provides a greater opportunity for
education and training needs of the state are identified and metin, . o
cost effective and effi%ient manner. ﬁathways to be d_e\_/eloped and, prima _faC|e Wlth_the matter |
. o raised with the minister yesterday in this house, it appears at
Clearly, that did not occur, and there were significant debtg, ot 10 be a possibility. Forget who is responsible for EVE.
both within the TAFE and the user-choice systems in thi§ 5ccept that the minister, and through her the commission,

state. It was there in the act. is keen on promoting Pathways. We were keen to do that in
Clause passed. government. | am saying quite clearly to this house that it was
Clauses 8 and 9 passed. not one of our major success stories.
Clause 10. It was something that we wanted to do; it was something

Mr BRINDAL: | note the commission’s functions and that we tried to do; and it was something regarding which the
that they include promoting Pathways between secondampechanisms that we putin place clearly were not as good as
school vocational education and training, adult communitythey could have been. | have become aware of a new
education and the university sectors. Again, | want to returmechanism that uses AWAs. As | said to the minister,
briefly to the proposed amendment to clause 36, | think it isthrough you, sir, that it can be overseen, not only by the



1844 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 19 November 2002

normal standard sort of protection mechanisms that arthe Public Service—and | have a great deal of respect for
supposed to be there (the no-disadvantage test then of these people—but if there is one thing | have learnt to my
Office of the Employment Advocate), but also in this case byown peril from professional educators, and | was one, it is
professional people, educators or members of the ministerthat professional educators are sometimes a little blinkered
department, who can oversee and help the young trainee aatiout seeing any end other than the educational pathway.
parents, because at years 11 and 12 they are probably minors| know where the minister's background is, | know what
and almost certainly under the age of 18. some of the minister's beliefs are, and | know that the
You therefore have parents and teachers—a wholginister would passionately join me in believing that

system—to help and to see that AWAs are not used b¥qcational institutions are not the beginning and end of

anyone unscrupulous and to disadvantage. PrOteCtIOé\/ery answer—that, in fact, vocational education should be

Qv?/;hﬁrgil:]:n?sr;b;:gvirsogn(:ég?:fﬁfrﬁgff gf tggf{grgﬁg%out some sort of elegant moving between the real world of
9 ork, the world of academe and of training, and of all those

these pathways, a greater number of participants, what would. o
be wrong with that? The instance | quoted yesterday was n ings, valuable as they are. But the minister knows, probably
tter than | do, the way that universities can protect them-

only about numbers: it was also about outcomes, becau )
those students in years 11 and 12 were having a school-t§€lves as ivory towers and see themselves as the reason and

work transition opportunity eight hours a week. th.e. end for all things. The educ:';ltion system has the same

They were doing their academic work but, in addition, atfailing. Teachg:rs are the WO.I’|dS worst for never seeing
the end of it they were to receive an AQF2 qualification. HacPeyond teaching—never seeing beyond a career path that
they done that qualification through TAFE it would have costtakes children from kindergarten, through infants school,
them $2 500—that is the figure that was quoted to me. If thathrough primary school, to secondary school and long into
is the case, it is a good opportunity. | am not saying thalVET.
everything is right about the system to which | referred  So you have this graduated method of taking people along
yesterday; | am not talking about that. | am talking aboutand producing a rounded individual. Well, they are not. They
flexibility. | am talking about Pathways keeping open andnave custody of our young; they play an important and
creating greater opportunity for, in this case, children andgyaple part, but they do not have all the answers. So, | say
young adults. _ , L _ to the minister in this context, and again in the AWA context:

| am simply saying that if the minister is genuine about| o not against people pursuing a fully academic career, but
Pathways—and | am sure she is—in the case of our younggkpink this should be about flexibility. | think AWAs are a
people we have a series of protections around Pathways in the + of the flexibility and | would urge the minister, while

form of teachers and parents, so surely the very thing ying on board the very best advice of all her very dedicated
which she pointed earlier in the debate as not being advisablg 15iic servants. not to lose sight of her own intellectual

about AWAs does not apply. In this case AWAS have goianacity and let them snow her. We all have a passion for

borders and guards around them; there are vigilant, caringy,-: we believe, everyone of us, and we all try and put our
adults to watch. Therefore, | cannot see that AWAs would b?)oint of view, and sometimes the job of a minister is not to

Soeqrtggltim, and | ask: what problem would they be in this)e 54 close to the ball that they cannot see what shape it is.
’ . The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |am not sure whether

is aTcizx?Qét‘] PD éth?vgﬂéxr_esfxls:ryﬁl ! tgagcehtgosl?g sgtTthﬁzZ r | should answer that rather generous avuncular advice, but |

Y y : hink it is true that we do agree on issues about the import-

has to be an opportunity for schools to VET to university a :
well, and going up the certificate levels into diplomas to gef"¢€ ofthe VET sector and the view that for young people or

there. It is my belief that for young people going into retraining _older e_adults the VET sector offers _particular

contracts of training it is not necessary for their parents t@PPortunities. It is perhaps one of the tragedies of our

sign the AWA or witness it. So, there is no compulsion on gc0mmunity at the moment that many families do not perceive

NAC or an employer to explain to the parent what the AwWAthe VET sector as an attractive pathway for their family

means or how those conditions may differ from an award. members. One of the roles of government has to be to make
Promoting Pathways is also about promoting collaboratiogredible opportunities, credible choices and credible path-

between the educational providers, and that is done to afays available for all potential learners.

increasing extent. Perhaps some of that was done under the Clause passed.

shadow minister's watch by moving to SATAC as an Clause 11.

enrolment scheme, an expensive system, but it appears t0 ;- BRINDAL: My question on clause 11, which is
make the VET sector more accessible to young people &hinisterial control, is simply this: as the minister here quite
school. In addition, we would also encourage people to fin@early puts the commission subject to her control and
ways of getting credit for their VET training as course unitsgirection, why does she think AWAs would be abused? If in
for diplomas or university degrees. So, a whole range ofact AWAs can be considered as part of the commission, and
Pathways are incorporated in this clause. Itis not only peopli she retains the oversight, the control and direction of the
atrisk who drop out, but it is people who need Pathways int@ommission—that is, she can have these things but she can
higher education. see that they are not abused—why does she still contend to
Mr BRINDAL: Interms of Pathways being seen as onethis house that they can be abused when she can make sure
of the things between schools and VET, or schools and VEThat it does not happen? She has the control. This clause gives
and university, that is fine. But | would say to the minister inher the control. It gives her the direction. She can instruct the
a collegiate sense that one of the great dangers of sittingpmmission. Therefore, if she can instruct the commission
where the minister sits is that we get, with the best will in thewhy is she not satisfied that she can make sure, or her officers
world, the absolutely professional advice of those who are itan make sure, if AWAs are there that they are not abused?
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The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: It may be possibleto having to give herself the power to give the instruction, it
direct the commission to do a variety of things. Certainly youcould be that, within the function specified, there is some
could have directed the VEET board in the same way, and thebligation on the commission to effectively strike down
bill last year allowed that direction to occur. Clearly, if one whatever process that might be, whether it deregisters that
gives directions to the commission they can be subject tperson or organisation as a employer or whether it strikes
whim; they can be changed. This is a transparent and obviowown a particular AWA in a particular facility where
change to the act in a way that makes it visible for everyongocational education or training is being undertaken in an
rather than being covert. unfair or unjust manner, which carries out the types of

Mr BRINDAL: The minister has a sense of social justice,breaches which the minister has identified in her examples
and she is saying that AWAs could be abused. This commisand which form the basis of part of a two-phase area as to
sion, as | understand it under other powers, has the power tghy AWAs should not be allowed at all, namely, the inequity
approve or disapprove of AWAs. If an AWA came before of the application of these and how an innocent person to
this commission and the minister thought that it did not meethose agreements has been duped into believing that they
all the necessary tests and that it was somehow deficient @rere in a position of permanent employment or otherwise.
industrially unfair, the minister could, | believe, through this ~ Certainly, if those examples have been accurately
clause, issue an instruction and tell them not to do it. She i;dicated to the minister, as she has translated to the house,
quite right: it would be transparent; it would be honest; itthen they would be matters about which there would be some
would be accountable; but | cannot see anybody, includingoncern. Either there is the application of the commission’s
this opposition, getting up and criticising the minister for power to strike down, when there is some inequity or some
issuing an instruction that clearly stuck up for somebody’suinacceptable practice carried out, or to deregister as a training
rights. organisation, or to provide any capacity to give an accredited

So, all  am saying is, that the commission, as | understandutcome. | will leave that issue for the minister and her
it, has the power to approve AWAs or other instruments tadvisers to consider.
withdraw training and to do all sorts of things. The minister  The second prong of the argument, as | understood it, in
has the power to direct the commission. So, if somethingelation to AWAs themselves—and | will mention this point
happens which is unfair or industrially incorrect, the ministernow to save my speaking again on it—is that there is a higher
can therefore direct the commission not to do it—not to pufate of unsuccessful completions under AWAs, that is,
up with it, to disallow it, to do whatever. Then the Minister 6 per cent of the total amount have a 10 per cent fallout rate
has been open and accountable. But if the minister is bein§ SOme way indicating that the terms and conditions of the
just, and | am sure she would try to be, she will not geélvA are such that, forwhateve( reason,the retention rate is
criticism from anyone on this side of the house or anyone if!igh- It is suggested that there is something wrong with the

this state for sticking up for the rights of people who sheProcesses _undertake_n within the AWA arrangement "’.md that
}hls is causing the trainee-apprentice to withdraw earlier, and

mglﬂsﬁg}grﬁnﬂsﬁg\fmgfd' So, if she has that POWehta higher rate, on the statistics that the minister has provid-
I ed. Again, some assessment of whether inappropriate
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: |am not sure whether ractices are occurring within an AWA could be remedied by

the member for Unley is suggesting that we should go abo o ; . g e
reaching the end by different means and is endorsing th%etalllng that in clause 10(2) and identifying and specifically

removal of AWAs from contracts of training iving those powers to the commission under this new
Mr Brindal: You might need to remove half of them, but proposed structure.

: : : : The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | thank the member for
if you come against one that is wrong, one that disadvantag :
someone, then remave it. PBSragg for those comments and suggestions. Clauses 10 and

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: 1 do not know the legal 11 were not only in the original VET act but also in the 2001

situation if one has to be involved in disallowing a range ofb|IIMWeCr|1_a/g'\r/1I(')At'\?ctlljaILy ckhaﬁgegoaorlytgllng.. luded th
AWAs and whether it would be open to appeal. | would haveAWAz It the ove.rnménltnwatnfs o relievle (')nnceu :rt itt (?an
to take legal advice on that matter. tighteﬁ up thegother part,

Mr BRINDAL: The minister might consider this issue : . - .
between houses. Let us hypothetically suppose that the upper The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: 'We willinvestigate all
house might accept AWAs and the bill comes back to thid'0S€ Matters, as | suggested to the member for Unley.
place. The minister may, between houses, if she has more Clause passed.
control, then deem it reasonable not to exclude AWAs as a Clauses 12 to 35 passed.
group, but, rather, to control the application of AWAs in  Clause 36.
instances where she sees it being done to the disadvantage ofMr BRINDAL: I move:

a particular group; that is, concentrate on the individual cases Page 25, line 14—After ‘certified agreement’ insert:

rather than the merits. | accept what the minister said. We ~ Or an Australian workplace agreement

will not proceed on that; we will just take a vote on this. But With the minister's and other members’ concurrence, | do not
could I ask the minister to look at the matter between houseshink | need to speak on the amendment. This is the heart of
It may be a resolution, if that place agrees one thing and wihe issue we have debated all night, so | just move the
then reach a joint house agreement. amendment.

Ms CHAPMAN: | assume the minister’s silence is some  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | think we have said
indication that the matter will be looked at. Could | ask theenough on the matter and we know our positions, which have
minister whether clause 11, which gives ministerial power tdeen well recorded.
make the direction, is exercised, or whether the functions of The committee divided on the amendment:
the commission (clause 10(2)) are altered? Perhaps that AYES (21)
matter could also be looked at. As distinct from the minister Brindal, M. K. (teller) Brokenshire, R. L.
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AYES (cont.) Mr BRINDAL (Unley): |wish to speak briefly to the bill

Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. as it comes out of the third reading, as | promised the
Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F. Government Whip that | would do so. The opposition is
Goldsworthy, R. M. Gunn, G. M. pleased as this is a bill we have sponsored, and we are
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.  pleased with most of the way the bill has got through. | thank
Kerin, R. G. Kotz, D. C. the members for Heysen and Bragg for their assistance.
Lewis, I. P. Matthew, W. A. Obviously the only area of disappointment and disagreement
McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J. we have with the government relates to the exclusion of
Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M. AWAs, and the minister knows that we will, through our
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. party in another place, try to convince it of the folly of its
Williams, M. R. position. | thank the minister for accepting the other amend-

NOES (25) ments we moved. Notwithstanding the one thing on which we
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. disagree, with all the other clauses we agree on it is an
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. excellent bill and | wish it a speedy passage, albeit in a
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. slightly changed form, in the other place.
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. Bill read a third time and passed.
Hanna, K. Hill, J. D.
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. OMBUDSMAN (HONESTY AND
Lomax-Smith, J. D. (teller)Maywald, K. A. ACCOUNTABILITY IN GOVERNMENT)
McEwen, R. J. O’Brien, M. F. AMENDMENT BILL
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. L . . .
Rau, J. R. Snelling, J. J. The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. amendments indicated by the following schedule, to which
Weatherill, J. N. White, P. L. amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence
Wright, M. J. of the House of Assembly:

No. 1. Page 3—After line 6 insert new clause as follows:

Majority of 4 for the Noes. Amendment of long title

Amendment thus negatived; clause passed. 2A. The long title of the principal act is amended by
striking out ‘departments of the Public Service and
; other authorities’ and substituting ‘agencies’.
[Sitting suspended from 6.05 p.m. 10 7.30 p.m] No. 2. Page 5 (clause 3)—After line 11 insert new subsection as
follows:
Clause 37. (3a) A regulation under subsection (3)(a) cannot take
Mr BRINDAL: The minister has graciously indicated to effect unless it has been laid before both houses of
me privately that she is mindful to accept our amendments. F{S”é%mn‘igagma disallowance of the reaulation is
It seems to be so easy for members on this side to graduate moved within the time for such a motign. or
to the front bench that, if | am cooperative, | will get to be a (b) every motion for disallowance of the regulation
minister sitting on that side of the house well before the has been defeated or withdrawn, or has lapsed.

member for Giles does. In that spirit of cooperation, and in

the hope that one day | will be sitting over there as you seem STATUTES AMENDMENT (CORPORATIONS—
to be offering everyone jobs, we will proceed with the rest of FINANCIAL SERVICES REFORM) BILL

the debate.

Clause passed. The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any

t.
Clauses 38 to 45 passed. amendmen
Clause 46. STAMP DUTIES (GAMING MACHINE
Mr BRINDAL: | move: SURCHARGE) AMENDMENT BILL
Page 30— . L. . . . .
After line 32—Insert: Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council’s
(2a) The Grieances and Disputes Mediation Committee mustamendments.
inquire into a matter referred to it under this section. (Continued from 18 November. Page 1818.)

(2b) If, after inquiring into a matter, the Grievances and

Disputes Mediation Committee forms the opinion that the matteris The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | move:

one that should be dealt with by an industrial authority, the Commis- S .

sion or some other body, the Committee must refer the matter to the - 1hat the Legislative Council's amendments be agreed to.

industrial authority, Commission or other body. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The government will support
Lines 33 and 34—Leave out ‘must inquire into & matter the amendments as they have come from another place. This

referred to it under this section and. bill has had a long period of debate within the parliament in
Line 35—After ‘powers’ insert ‘in relation to a matter before gp P -

the Committee’. both houses. The issues that have been addressed in these
Lines 36 to 38 (inclusive)—Leave out paragraph (a). amendments are the result of the Australian Hotels Associa-

tion working with the Liberal opposition to put a number of

Amendments carried; clause as amended passed. . X
its concerns to the upper house. | am quite happy for the

R_emaining clagses (47 to 57), schedules and title passe ustralian Hotels Association to negotiate by using the
Bill reported with amendments. Liberal opposition as its vehicle to effect legislative reform
i and change to our bills in the parliament. As | have said, the
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Employ- government met and had discussions with the AHA on these

ment, Training and Further Education): | move: issues. We were not prepared to accept these amendments
That this bill be now read a third time. initially, but I am a realist—
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Ms Chapman: And you can count. electorate, and the loss of jobs, the higher prices that might

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, | can count. The AHA, have to be charged—
which was concerned about these particular issues, put its Ms Breuer interjecting:
amendments via the shadow treasurer, Rob Lucas, in another The Hon. I.F. EVANS: We will just fax it up there, and
place and Rob is now the AHA's advocate in the parliamentthey can do with it what they want. For the sake of the
I am a realist, and | am prepared to accept that the shadoexercise, and to progress the matter through the house, on the
treasurer is a clear advocate for the AHA in the parliamentadvice of the Treasurer, we will accept the amendments
We will accept these amendments. before the committee.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: | was not going to make any great ~ The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: What | will say is that the
comment about these amendments but, given the nature aAdiA's $100 000 (or thereabouts) donation to the Liberal
tone of the Treasurer’'s comments, it seems only fair that w€arty of South Australia is clearly money well spent, because
respond. The opposition is happy to consult with all groupghe AHA could buy the vote of the Liberal Party—
about legislative measures that are brought before the The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Sir, | rise on a point of order. The
chamber. If we think that there has been an injustice, it igninister is imputing an improper motive. | ask him to
only natural that we will move amendments to try to correctwithdraw.
that injustice. We had a good victory the other day regarding The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | have no intention of withdraw-
the fund in relation to the extra money for the arts and sporing. The fact of the matter is that the AHA donated $100 000
and recreation groups and the community benefit fund— to the Labor Party, and that could not influence good public

The Hon. K.O. Foley: Not for live music, mate: | can tell Policy, when we raise taxes on the hotel industry to put that
you that. money into schools and hospitals. | make no secret of the fact

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: The Treasurer might be asked that itis quite obvious that a large political donation by the
some questions about the live music fund. The Treasurer trid¥tels association can certainly buy you a Liberal Party
to paint the Liberal Party as being the mouthpiece of th&aucus vote. , _

AHA. The fact is that that group felt that there had been an  The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
injustice, because it had an agreement with the Labor Par@fder. Today during question time that same allegation about
that there would not be an increase in taxation in relation t&uying resulted in a withdrawal and an apology. | seek a
poker machines, and then the first breath of the new goveritithdrawal and an apology. The same allegation during
ment did them in the eye in relation to something likeduestion time was dealt with in a different manner.

$34 million a year, and it is proud of it. Let Hansard record ~ The CHAIRMAN: Order! The difference is that—

that the Treasurer is proud that he did them in the eye to the 1heHon. K.O. Foley interjecting:

tune of $34 million a year, and then another $18.5 million _The CHAIRMAN: The minister will come to order! The
outside the budget process in the transfer levy. difference is that what happened earlier today related to a

When groups get done in the eye to the tune of abodf?€mber of this house. The minister is making a comment in
$150 million over a four-year period, they often come to the/€/ation to an organisation and, therefore, it is not subject to
opposition and ask, ‘Can you help us out with an amendthe Standing orders of the parliament. o
ment? Can you help us out to try to rectify an injustice?’ As__1he Hon. I.F. EVANS: | seek your clarification, Mr
an opposition, we do listen—as we did with respect to shofyairman. The Treasurer has clearly implied that the
trading hours, which the government lost this afternoon, anﬁpnanon changed votes in this chamber with respect to the
as we have done with the Port Lincoln holiday, which it lostLiP€ral Party members’ approach to the taxation issue. He has
in the upper house. The government is having a rough trot early implied that it has affected the votes within both

the moment in relation to trying to get legislation through thechambers. _
parliament, because it simply does not take the time to _11€ CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Davenport
consult with and listen to the various groups. will resume his seat. | have ruled on the matter. As | said

As | said, | did not intend to comment on these amend_before, the difference is that the comment earlier today by the

ments but, given that the Treasurer made such a political ar{Hﬁ.mr?e.r for I\_/Iav;/st%n retlat%c_i toa (;nemb_ﬁr] OthhIS housg,
biased speech, | thought it only fair that | correct the record’/ '¢" 1S against iné standing oraers. 1he Ireasurer is
| am pleased to have on the record yet again that the Treas(iemmenting on an organisation which is outside the purview

er has been proud to dud the AHA to the tune of $150 miI-Of_ the standing ord_ers of this house. | cannot stop the
lion Treasurer from making a comment about the Liberal Party.

, . However, as | interpreted his comment, it was, in a general
Ms Breuer: You're the only ones who are crying—you P g

) ; . ense, relating to the Liberal Party, not to an individual
and them. No-one else is. | haven’'t had one complaint fro ember of parliament,
my electorate.

) . The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: If | have offended the sensitivi-
The Holn.. I'tF' EVANS: The member for Giles says not ties of members opposite, | apologise. | am making the
one compfaint. - ) simple statement that the AHA donated money to the Labor
Ms Breuer interjecting: Party before the election, and they donated money to the

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Liberal Party. The Liberal Party has supported everything that

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: We will fax that up to the AHA  the AHA has wanted in this parliament; | have had objection
members and all the hotels in the— to what the AHA has wanted. | am simply making the point

Ms Breuer interjecting: that the political donation provided by the Australian Hotels

The CHAIRMAN: Order, the member for Giles! There Association would appear to have been money well spent
is a complaint from the chair about her interjecting. Thewhen it comes to the Liberal Party. | do not think that is an
member for Davenport has the call . unreasonable conclusion to draw. However, if | have

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: We will let the hotels in her offended members opposite—
electorate know that extra taxation is being taken out of their Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for West Torrens travelling at a slower speed. There are good reasons to bring

is out of his seat and out of order. in that 50 km/h speed limit.
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: —I apologise. | am just making In the 1960s the speed limit was 30 miles per hour. At that
an observation that I think is a not unreasonable one. time, it was considered that technology and braking in cars

The CHAIRMAN: | remind members that they should was such that they could increase the speed limit within urban
stick to the substance of what is before the committee.  areas to 35 mph. From memory, that equated to 58 km/h.

Motion carried. Then, when we changed over to the kilometres per hour
regime, it was deemed that, rather than the speed limit being

STATUTES AMENDMENT (ROAD SAFETY 58 km/h, it be rounded up to 60 km/h. So, we actually
REFORMS) BILL increased the speed. By taking the limit back to 50 km/h, we
) ) would be taking it back to the same speed as that applying to
Adjourned debate on second reading. vehicles travelling in urban areas in the 1960s. | have no
(Continued from 16 October. Page 1576.) problem in supporting it. The government needs to consider

) o seriously whether it will allow local government to have the
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Itis with pleasure  qniion of stipulating 40 km/h limits within the regulations.
that | rise to speak on behalf of the opposition on this bill. A * 0 1 yer of the 100 km/h limit is not contained within
significant package of road safety amendments has been IC{Hte bill, but 1 will raise it here. Of course, that can be
s hotees e o sofhieriained adminiuatiely by the depariment and th
is able to égree with the government oﬁ many pointsmlr]lster. The minister has indicated that he will undertake a
However, | give notice that it will be putting forward feview of.al_l state roads r_ateql at present at 110 km/h to assess
amendménts on various areas of the bill whether it is safe to maintain that speed on those roads or
The bill deals with demerit points f.or speed camer whether the speed limit should be brought back to 100 km/h.
) f course, the speed limit in South Australia is 100 km/h but,
detected offences. It allows red light cameras to also dete here marked on the state’s roads. 110 km/h is allowable
speeding offences, where possible. The bill proposes a ' )

mandatory loss of licence for drink-drivers where they | @m aware that the department has undertaken a review
register a blood alcohol content of between .05 and .079; ff Adelaide Hills roads, and the speed limit on many of those

also proposes mobile random breath testing. It requires ‘rﬁad.s was reduceqbtlo 80 km/ti:. On the ones thatfl have d”\fen’
person to hold a provisional licence for at least two years of 't IS @ Very sensible move because it is not safe to travel on

until they turn 20, whichever is the longer, and it strengthen§hose roads at 110 km/h. We will watch that space with

the theoretical testing requirements for a learner’s permit. Thiterest to see .Wh'Ch roadg remain at 110 km/h and which
bill proposes that drivers have a minimum period of six'©2ds have their speed limit reduced by the government.
months on a learner’s permit, and it adds the period of any Working through the bill, I note that the opposition
licence suspension to the normal learner's permit and thgupports the amendments to the Harbors and Navigation Act
provisional licence period. It allows for the use of digital that the government has put forward. It sees good sense in the
camera technology or fixed speed cameras. fact that, if somebody is driving a boat, a category one
There are two other areas where the government hafence is taken into account only if it has occurred within the
indicated that it intends to change road safety issues, one st five years. The opposition also supports the provision
which is the 50 km/h speed limit within urban areas, whichrélating to an offence which involves a concentration of
will apply right across all residential areas in towns in the@lcohol less than .08 grams in 100 millilitres of blood. We
state, not only in the metropolitan area. That will be deal@/SO support the administrative changes concerning the
with in the regulations, not in this bill. The government mustNurses Act and the amendment to section 74 of the principal
consider seriously whether it will still allow 40 km/h speed act.
limits within those residential areas or whether the default As to the amendments to section 5 of the Motor Vehicles
speed limit of 50 km/h will be the set limit. Act, which insert definitions of ‘photograph’ and ‘photo-
Motorists might well be confused, wondering whethergraphic detection devices’, | point out that the opposition
they are in a 40 km/h, 50 km/h or 60 km/h zone. Of coursesupports the use of those cameras. Later in the bill, in the
on some of our major roads we have speed limits of 70 km/@mendments to the Road Traffic Act, the standard for those
in urban areas. That usually applies on three lane highwayghotographs to be supplied as evidence in a court of law
Even so, it just adds another layer to the layers of speed limitgquires that, if the cameras are checked weekly—I think that
already there. | question whether that is good policy oiis correct—and where evidence is provided that a photograph
whether it should be 50 km/h right across the state. By wajas been taken on one day, it is deemed that the camera is
of example, | know that the Holdfast Bay council wishes toaccurate for the next six days. We also support that and
have a 30 km/h speed limit on Jetty Road at Glenelg becaudlieve that that is a good move.
of the number of pedestrians and volume of traffic that moves Moving on to the amendments regarding a learner's
through. That may well be an exceptional circumstance thdicence and learner drivers, there is a technical amendment
could be supported. However, | have grave doubts aboub add the word ‘theoretical’, which is supported by the
allowing 40 km/h zones as well as this default level ofopposition. The opposition also supports the government’s
50 km/h. proposal that the pass rate for the learner’s permit be 80 per
A couple of months ago | visited the accident unit atcent and that road safety questions be included within the
Monash University and spoke with researchers there. As thearner’s permit test. A question that the minister might
minister has said, a significant reduction in pedestrian deatteswer when we move into committee is whether there will
and injuries occurs when you lower the speed limit from 60 tde an increased number of questions over and above what are
50 km/h. First, the injuries sustained are less severe; and|ready asked on the learner’s permit or whether some
secondly, there are fewer deaths because vehicles aggisting questions will be deleted. The minister might be able
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to advise us of that information in committee or in his category 1, the government proposes that a driver would lose
conclusion to the second reading debate. their licence for three months; six months for a second
I think it is a good move for someone to be on a learner'offence; and 12 months for a third offence. As | say, | do not
permit for at least six months, and it is a good idea that delieve there is enough evidence to support the fact that that
young person with basically no experience has an unrestrictedll have a significant effect.
licence holder alongside them for a period of six months. In discussions | have had with police officers, since
That person will be able to oversee and correct any baddecoming the shadow minister for transport, | have been told
driving habits, or be able to give advice when the learnethat it is not so much the drink drivers on the road that they
driver is negotiating the road. find are the problem as the people who have taken drugs and
One question that | have of the minister concerns thare driving. | am aware that the Victorian government is
amendment to section 79(3), which seeks to change the actirrently trialing random drug testing of drivers on the road,
from ‘every member of the police force’ to a ‘member of theand | am aware that the minister here has already indicated
police force’. Does that mean that it is only commissionedhat, in a second tranche of road safety initiatives, it is one
officers who can conduct the test or can non-commissionedrea he is looking at. | am pleased he is, because the use of
officers do so? That is particularly pertinent in country policemarijuana and other drugs, combined with alcohol, causes
stations, where the officer may not be a commissioned policeerious impairment of judgement and it is a dangerous
officer. | ask the minister to address that so that when weocktail if those people then drive on the roads. So, thatis an
come to the committee stage he can supply us with an answéssue that should be looked at as time goes on.
It is particularly important that, where people have to drive  The opposition supports the next area which deals with
a significant distance, as often occurs, particularly on thénstructors’ licences. It provides that an instructor must hold
West Coast or in other more isolated regions of Soutlan unconditional licence for a period of not less than 12
Australia, young people can obtain their learner’'s permit atmonths. If a licensed instructor is teaching other people
their nearest police station so that it saves them someériving habits and the rules of the road, it is commonsense for
travelling distance. We think that is important. that instructor to have held an unrestricted licence for a
I now turn to the issue of provisional licences. Thereasonable length of time in order to know those rules well.
government is suggesting at the moment that, following the The demerit points proposal put forward by the govern-
amendments, you will have to hold a learner’s permit for sixment operates in all other states. The opposition certainly
months, which means that the earliest you can get a provsupports the demerit point system for red light camera
sional licence will be at 16 years and 6 months old. That falloffences, combined with fixed cameras so that a person can
into line with the situation in New South Wales and Queensalso lose demerit points for speeding through a red light.
land, and in Victoria you cannot get a learner’'s permit untilThere are two offences: going through a red light and
you are 18. For P plates the government proposes in this bifipeeding, which will be detected by the fixed speed cameras.
that, if | am 16Y2 years old and apply for and get my provi-The opposition supports the imposition of demerit points for
sional licence, | will have to hold that provisional licence both offences, so that it is a double hit in terms of providing
until  am 20. If | am 18% when | get that provisional licence, the maximum deterrent to such drivers.
I will have to hold that provisional licence for two years, so  Every time | travel to Adelaide | drive down Main North
I would be 20 years and 6 months old before | got my fullyRoad, and there would not be a day where | do not see at least
unrestricted licence. three or four drivers who drive straight through a red light,
The opposition will put forward an amendment to theparticularly at the Gepps Cross intersection where there is a
government in this case. We support the fact that a youngigh number of accidents. You see it time and again, and |
person will not be able to get an unrestricted licence beforbelieve that introducing demerit points for red light cameras
the age of 19 years, but we believe that, for instance, if yoas well as speeding through red lights is a good initiative by
are 172 when you get your P plate licence, you should havine government, and the opposition certainly supports it.
to hold that for only two years, so you would be 19%2 by the However, the opposition does not support demerit points
time you are able to apply for your unrestricted licence. | givdfor speed camera offences. If | drive from Kimba or Port
notice to the government that we will move an amendmentincoln to Adelaide, | may pass through three or four
along those lines. That flows over into the next section, whereameras on the way. It could well be that | lose all 12 demerit
those people coming from interstate who do not hold arpoints in one journey. No-one should be speeding in the first
unrestricted licence will also be subject to the same proviplace—that is accepted—but there is a possibility that |
sions, so the amendment that is being foreshadowed by tlveould lose all my demerit points, and therefore my licence,
opposition is that that would flow over to those people awithout ever knowing about it.
well. Ms Breuer: Is your name Graham Gunn?
| refer to the disqualification for certain drink driving The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: No, it's not Graham Gunn.
offences. The proposal is that there would be a mandatorythink that is going over the top in terms of losing a large
loss of licence if you were apprehended having committed theumber of demerit points without knowledge of what is
offence of having a blood alcohol content over .05. | note irhappening. | have no sympathy for people who run red lights
my discussions with the RAA that it is not supportive of thisand who speed through red lights. | think that is extremely
measure, mainly because, from its reviewing of interstatelangerous and | am very supportive of what the minister is
provisions, it does not believe that this will have an impactputting forward here. As | said, if you do not speed you do
Neither does the opposition. From what we have been ableot have a problem, but there is the potential for people, if
to determine from looking at all the statistics, the major drinkthey are speeding and driving through multiple cameras, not
driving accidents, particularly deaths, occur where a driveto know how many points they have totted up, and they could
has been well in excess of .08. That is the research that weell lose their licence in that event.
have seen, and | do not believe the government has given The Hon. M.J. Wright: | would give them one point back
enough good reasons for this to come into effect. Undeif they did that.
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The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The minister will give them holidays and on four other nominated days of the year. | will
one back; he is very generous. With respect to clause 18 amdove an amendment along those lines, as an alternative to the
the amendment to section 145 under ‘Regulations’, thgovernment's amendment, that we have a blitz of breath
government is proposing that, if they have failed a test, &esting stations on those days because of the significantly
person will be prevented from sitting a theoretical test or ayreater numbers on country roads, in particular, where speed,
practical test for a minimum of two weeks. For instance, iffatigue and other factors combine to cause accidents. There
| sit for my learner’s test and fail (I do not achieve 80 perare consequential amendments in the bill to proposed new
cent), | would not be able to sit that test again for two weekssection 47E which the opposition will also oppose.

Likewise, if | sit for and fail my provisional driving licence There are relatively minor amendments relating to blood
I would not be able to sit the test again for a period of twotests by nurses. We support compulsory blood tests which
weeks. require a court to take into account a category 1 first offence

The opposition does not support this amendment. It is alvhen a person is convicted of a first or subsequent offence.
very well for people living in the city because one does noWWe also support certain offenders being required to attend
have to travel very far to the nearest place to be tested ankctures. Some years ago, if a person was caught speeding or
therefore, travelling, time and cost are not an issue. Howevedrink driving, they had to attend police lectures. Those
in the country it is an issue. In many cases people will havéectures were pretty stern events. They were shown fairly
to travel 100 or 200 kilometres to sit their driver’'s test, graphic film of what happens in a road accident and how
whether it be their learner’s test or their P plate test. It mayeople are injured or killed. | think this is a good idea.
be that they fail on only a very elementary question. It may Only last week, a caller on ABC radio commented on the
be that, in sitting the learner’'s permit, they achieve 78 odifference between road accident television advertising in
79 per cent, they do not achieve the 80 per cent. South Australia and that which takes place in Victoria. This

They must travel home and return two weeks later. llady, who was from Victoria, said that Victorian advertising
believe that if a person has failed they should be able to sis very graphic, that it is really shock treatment to try to bring
the test again, if an appointment is available, on the same ddyome to people that road accidents are not pretty, that deaths
or a few days later. It should not be limited to two weeksdo occur and that this could happen to you. This may be
because, in many instances, people will have to travel longomething for the minister to consider and review particularly
distances to be able to undertake the test, which imposes upamen advertising around holiday weekends. The opposition
them the added burden of travelling back two weeks latecertainly supports attendance at lectures, and we will
when, in fact, they may have been able to do the test again anvestigate moving an amendment to further strengthen this
the same day. If someone has failed the test on a minor poiptrovision.
it makes it even more of an imposition to come back two Regarding persons who have been convicted of a category
weeks later. 1 first offence—and the minister may be able to spell this

We will oppose that amendment and ask that the currerdut—| am not sure whether a person disqualified while
situation remain. | turn then to the Road Traffic Act and toholding a learner’s permit or a provisional licence is required
the minor amendments to sections 5, 43 and 47. The oppogo attend a lecture. If not, then that may be an area that should
tion supports these amendments relating to the definition dfe considered so that we can bring home to young people and
‘accident’ and defining a ‘photograph detection device’. Thethose inexperienced drivers that if they speed or drink and
amendment to section 47 means that the court would take intirive there are very serious consequences. You only have to
account a category one first offence where a person has bekeok in the paper to see reports of death caused by a young
convicted of a second or subsequent offence. | think that iperson’s driving.
eminently sensible; it also adds a little more to the deterrent | recall a couple of cases that have been completed
factor in terms of people considering whether to drink andhrough the courts where a driver was speeding through the
drive. Adelaide Hills and the passenger was killed. The drivers in

The requirement for an alco test or breath analysis allowsuch cases would carry that with them for the rest of their life.
police to stop a vehicle for a random breath test. My underTheir irresponsible driving has meant that one of their best
standing is—and the minister can correct me later if anfriends is now dead, and then there is also the sheer impact
wrong—that the bill does not require police to have anythat that has on the families involved but particularly the
reasonable grounds to stop a driver and submit them to damily that has lost a young person as a result of that
alco test or to a breath test. | think there are some dangeisesponsible driving.
inherent in that, particularly if, for instance, | am travelling  The opposition does not support the provisions for
along a road abiding by the road rules, yet | can be pullegpthotographic detection devices and the increase in the level
over for a breath test. of fines where, if you speed through a red light, you incur not

The bill further provides that the Police Commissioneronly the fine for the red light offence but also the fine for the
must set out the procedures under which these tests can ppeeding offence. The government has been saying that this
administered and that those procedures must be insertedhiil and this raft of safety packages are not a revenue raising
the annual report to the minister. However, the oppositionissue. Issuing demerit points for both offences so that, for
does not support this amendment, because it gives the poliezample, you could lose up to eight demerit points in one
greater powers. | think the police have enough powers at thestance would be, we believe, a very good deterrent to
moment. If a driver is observed not to be adhering to the roadrivers, and we support that deterrent.
rules and is swerving all over the road, the police can stop This means that, if a body corporate is involved and a
that driver to ascertain whether they are in a fit state to drivgperson speeds through a red light, the fine would be $4000,
So, | believe that this provision goes a bit too far. which is a significant amount of money. Yes, it is a good

Earlier in the year, the opposition proposed that, given theleterrent in terms of saying, ‘Don’t do it’: there is no doubt
high accident and death rate on long weekends and publabout that. However, the opposition believes that the existing
holidays, random breath testing could be conducted on publiines are adequate and that, if the government is genuine



Tuesday 19 November 2002 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1851

about not seeking to raise revenue from this particular changemendments as | have outlined. We will be interested in the
to the act, it should be seeking to upgrade the demerit poirtebate during the committee stage.
system but not increasing the fine. You are really looking to
have the maximum impact on the drivers in question with the The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):I welcome this package
possibility of the loss of their licence rather than raisingof measures, and | commend the minister for bringing in this
revenue or fining them to a point where either a company opackage quite early in the term of the new government. |
person may not be able to afford the fine. acknowledge that the previous Minister for Transport did
The bill also allows photographic detection devices for reddo0d things, but I am very impressed with what the current
light and speeding offences to be used at locations approvéginister has brought forward to this parliament. .
by the minister and to be listed from time to time in the | would like to say a few general things. | do not believe
Gazette, and the opposition supports that. We would hopethat we take road safety seriously enough in our community.
that the minister would consider placing these fixed camerasd0 not want to see anyone lose a loved one in a road
at, for instance, the 100 worst blackspot areas, or at thogkecident. Ithappened to a nephew of mine 11 years ago—he
traffic intersections which are particularly bad blackspotgvas 16 years—along with a young lass from Murray Bridge.
involving the highest rate of accidents. The opposition alsd Ney were passengers in the rear seat of a car and both were
Supports the provision in the bill a”owing for the images killed. | can tell you that it is not Someth|ng that | would want
from digital cameras to be admissible as evidence in a cout have happen to anyone.

case. So, I am quite passionate about road safety and, for those
Finally, in respect of section 175, ‘Evidence’, the amend-Of us who are parents of boys,.m particular (although it also
ment states: applies to young girls), the fear is that one of your young ones

might be killed or hurt in a car accident. Indeed, in our

A certificate tendered in court proceedings stating that a spe ; ;
analyser was tested on a certain day and was shown to be accur. eC'ety we have a double standard when it comes to road

constitutes, in the absence of any other proof, that the recording w&ccidents compared to what happens when people are killed
accurate on that day and for a period of six days thereafter. or injured in aircraft accidents. | am not saying that we should

énpminish what we do in respect of air crashes, but members
pould consider the amount of investigation undertaken, the
uality and standards required for aircraft, and the testing and
aining of pilots. On the roads, where hundreds of
ustralians are killed and thousands injured every year, we
ave a much lower expectation in relation to both behaviour
ﬁp_d technical standards. As a society we have never really
come to terms with the motor vehicle and the motorcycle, and

The opposition supports that amendment. Can the minist
clear this up? | take it that that means that these cameras wi
be tested every seven days. The minister might like t

confirm that or advise the house how often the cameras wi

be tested to ensure their accuracy. This is an important bill.
As | said, it is one that the opposition can support in man
areas, and is pleased to do so, and it recognises the gove

ment's commitment to improving road safety. the variance that relates to road safety.

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: | would like us to get fair dinkum about this issue. I think
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The member for Torrens says \ve all have become somewhat accustomed to hearing
that, sadly, we are not supporting the intersections. We argatistics about road accidents. After a while, when you hear,
supporting the intersections. We support the loss of demeritqyr killed on the weekend, it does not mean anything
points for both offences—for a speeding offence and for a refiness one of those people is a relative or a close friend. | can
light offence—under the one action, so that the deterrent Wile| members that the hurt and pain goes on forever. Recently,
be that you can be caught going through a red light and yoph my electorate, sadly, two young promising West Adelaide
can be caught for speeding at the same time and, as a res@jgtpallers lost their lives. From all accounts they could have
incur the maximum two lots of demerit points. The 0pposi-haq a great career in the AFL, but they were killed on one of
tion supports that, and recognises that it is a good deterregt;r suburban roads. | know the pain that the young people in
to speeding through red lights. Also, we support the red lighfyy electorate are still experiencing as a result of that
camera offences where, if you go through a red light and yoccident. As one goes past the accident scene, every day there
are not speeding, you incur demerit points as well. are tributes. The West Adelaide football jumper is there. The
Mrs Geraghty: But you are committing two offences.  pain and hurt goes on, and | do not want to see that happen
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: You are committing two to anyone.
offences, so you get double the demerit points: that is what As a community, we need to get fair dinkum about road
we are supporting. But we are not supporting double thesafety. We tolerate far too much inappropriate, irresponsible
fines. So, we believe that if the government is genuine ifbehaviour on our roads. Some of the things | want to canvass
saying that this is not a revenue raising issue but is a deterretutnight are not specifically the responsibility of the minister,
for people to speed or go through red lights, then the demeriiut they are road safety matters; and some matters arise
points should be the deterrent and not the fine. There iithin ministerial councils, which comprise federal and state
already a $2 000 fine for a body corporate and a $1 250 finministers; and some impact, in terms of responsibility, on the
for anindividual. That is a significant fine that is currently in Minister for Police. In this bill there is a focus on random
place. So, we believe that the demerit points will be a venpreath testing, which | applaud.
big deterrent, particularly, as | say, if you speed. It is often | know that technology is still being developed, but we
the case that you see people, when the traffic light goes toeed to get fair dinkum about people who drive under the
amber, put their foot down to try to make the amber light andnfluence of drugs. In Victoria they have analysed the blood
end up going through a red light. So, | would say there wouldf those killed, and the statistics suggest that the number of
be a large number of people going through red lights who arpeople killed on Victorian roads approximates the number
speeding at the same time, and | have no sympathy for therkilled as a result of drink driving. | know the technology is
So, the opposition, as | said, commends the government aitill evolving, but | believe that it is a matter which the
putting forward these safety initiatives and will bring forward government should address urgently, as soon as the requisite
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technology is available. | suspect that a lot of the aggressive | have also been in communication with the Minister for
road rage behaviour is carried out by people under thé&dministrative Services suggesting that all state fleet cars
influence of an illicit drug. have at least front airbags, because if you lose one public

Some matters that concern me greatly go beyond thosgervant or turn one into a paraplegic, it will cost a lot more
driving under the influence of drugs and alcohol and embracthan the couple of hundred dollars that it would have cost if
things such as the requirement for a more thorough testinie passenger side had been fitted with an airbag. The answer
and training program for new drivers. | do not believe thatwhich comes back and which | suspect is drafted by the
what we do is sufficient or adequate. | know there aredureaucracy is: ‘We do not have any clout over the manufac-
provisions in this bill to address some of that to some extenturer.” That is a load of nonsense. If the government says,
but I think we allow people to get a licence too easily in this’Look, we want all our cars to be fitted at least with twin
state and throughout this nation—and that should be addrbags,” the manufacturers can do it easily; it is not a
dressed. difficult task.

| have some concerns about the current log book method. One of the other measures that | would like to see
While most people may do the right thing, | know, as a resul€onsidered is that, when people offend outrageously badly in
of talking to young people, that they shop around to find thderms _of_ their drlvmg,_they should be _requwed_to un_dertake
licensed tester or trainer who will give them a licence in the? rétraining and retesting program, as in the United Kingdom.
least time at the lowest cost. One can understand that, becadk80meone’s driving is bad—outrageous—why allow them
that is human nature. | do not believe we have necessarikp continue on the road threatening the lives of other people
advanced by going into that system vis-a-vis the forme@nd themselves? Take them off the road, make them do a
independent inspector type of regime. At least we shouldf@ining program and a retesting program, and if they show
tighten up the current driver training and testing provisiondhat they can drive sensibly and properly, then let them back
so they are more rigorous than what is currently on offer. On the road again. The question of whether young people in

| have suggested to the minister, and he has respond rticular should be able to drive any type of car, any power

about the possibility of using electronic training and incorpo-0 car, needs to be looked at. There is a provision in relation

rating software packages, for example, in simulated situa® motorcycles, a 250 cc benchmark, if you like, but the

tions. | am still working on that project. | believe membersm"’me"’}Cturers have subverted thqt by maklng 250 cc
would be aware of some electronic games—racing cars, ar{HOtorb'keS outperform SOme of the bigger bikes.

so on—that young people play. | believe a software packag However, even allowing for that and the fact that manu-

which is focused on safe driving and defensive driving, ang2cturers will always be tempted to outmanoeuvre the
avoiding dangerous situations, could be developed. | belie gg|slators, Itis |mportant_that we CO“S'dF.-‘f whether or not

it would be possible for software engineers to develop thosé%UNd people,. and part'lcularly new drivers, shoulq .be

types of packages both for right-hand and left-hand drivé|oWed to hop in any vehicle. I have the pleasure of driving

vehicles. | believe that there would be a market, and peoplgne of the latest Commodores, itis a V6 and it has enough
could use them in their own home, libraries and so on. The?OWer to put you back in the seat if you want to put your foot

could deal with some of the issues which currently are no own. That vehicle will be aTOU”d foralong time, andso, in
covered. he future, young people will get access to it. They can be

very young, inexperienced drivers and they can have a V8 or
, and basically they are driving a semi-guided missile.

riving imported so-called sports type cars which, on impact,

driving on country r_oads _and itis stormy and apantechni(,jorl)]ave very little protection whatsoever. The two lads who
passes them or their vehicle goes off the edge of the road: W o yijied in my electorate were driving one. The lad who
do not test or train for those situations. The electronquas killed on the Sturt Highway at the end of last year was
software packages would not be perfect, but they would b IS0 in one
a big advanfze on thg current gap that exists in that respect. Four-whéel drives do not conform to safety standards. Six
Another issue which has concerned me for a while anghqs were killed in Moss Vale in New South Wales two
which relates to the ministerial council—and | have writtenmyonths ago when | was there. They were in a brand-new
to the minister about it (he would get quite a few letters fromgg r.wheel drive Nissan that hit a tree and sheared off the
me, probably more than— chassis and all six lads were killed. Four-wheel drive vehicles
The Hon. M.J. Wright: | get a lot, yes. do not conform to safety standards whereas sedans do, so that
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | remember the former minister is another anomaly in our road safety provisions. In the
Frank Blevins saying that | wrote more letters than anyonéJnited States they have a provision in many individual states
else in the parliament. | do not apologise for that; | think thatwhere young people travelling as a group come under strict
is part of our job. | am concerned that we still have cargrovisions, and we need to look at that issue here. One
coming into this country which do not have any airbags inteenager driving alone often acts fairly sensibly, but with
them whatsoever. The airbag is not a recent inventiorthree or four lads together in the car the others will egg on the
Members may be surprised to know that they have beedriver and urge the driver to do silly things and that is when
around for over 30 years. Extensive use is made of them itragedy occurs. That needs to be looked at as well.
the United States, which was much slower in adopting a The question of unmarked police cars, whilst not central
seatbelt approach. However, in Europe, they have both sett the bill, is an important issue. | would like to see more
belts and airbags, and they have side airbags as well as framvmarked police cars on the road because when people see
airbags. To think that in this country we are importing carsa police car they behave themselves, but if it is unmarked or
from Korea and other places that do not have any airbags sdifferent model of car they will get caught when doing silly
scandalous, because those cars will be around for a long timiiings like tailgating and cutting off people because they do
offering little protection to the people who travel in them. not know it is a police car.
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Mr Hanna interjecting: Regarding the current practice of P-platers appealing to

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The member for Mitchell says, & magistrate, | am advised that they invariably have their
“Why not more marked cars?’, and | am happy with that adicence restored, and | believe that that matter needs to be
well, but we certainly need some unmarked ones, becaud@oked at. | think that is an abuse. A person who loses his or
you will then have an element of being able to catch thos&er licence goes along to the magistrate and looks a bit teary
doing silly and inappropriate driving on the road. eyed, and | think that some people—not all—are abusing the

I raised with the previous minister the question of advisory®YStem- Again, it would be better to punish them in their

speed signs and | wrote to the previous minister askin%{'vate time and say, *You can't use your vehicle for non-

whether people should not be required to follow those sign ork periods.” If thg people Conce”!ed live In the country,
and the answer was that they were only advisory. If they wer ere could be provisions that penalise them in the_lr private
only advisory it seems contradictory. If the experts say it i&/S€ Put not harm their work, employment or farm situation.
the correct speed at which to go around a bend on a coun;% Finally, the issue of the default speed limit in urban areas

; : o something for which I have argued; in fact, | introduced a
road, surely that is the appropriate speed. If not, why indicat ill last year. | am delighted that the minister has chosen to

eyo down this path. That will be done by regulation, and |
elcome that. | trust that after a period councils such as

to people that it is? It seems strange that we have a si
saying that this is the correct speed for this situation and th

we say that people do not have to abide by it as it is onl nley and others that have introduced a 40 km/h limit will

ggg::r(t);yégv I?Zir?g \;ﬁelt :F])f)rr?)pl)frigt:es gr?é (i%trerrenc’ltlnseseg()j/ ttgegfvert to the default limit of 50 km/h so that there is consis-

around that particular section of road? It seems rather strang@n¢y @nd uniformity across the metropolitan area. That
ould make a lot of sense and would be easier to enforce.

logic to me. i -

gTh bill bef h lot of d feat The community would then have a mental attitude so that

_I'he Dill betore us has a Iot of very good features, "?mQNhen they turn off a collector road or arterial road they slow
without taking up too much time of the house if | will o5 t6 50 kmyh. I think that would work. At the moment,
highlight them anq mdu;ate once again that | support the'.T\Nhen you go from one council area to another with different
There are demerit points for camera detected Speed'.'%)eed limits, it confuses people and is counterproductive.
offences, and red I|ght cameras to also dete_ct speedin In conclusion, | welcome this package of measures, and
offences where possible. | have argued for this and have, " elighted that the minister has got it together in a very
written to the minister about it and | am pleased the governg, o period. | would like to see other things added, but |

vrcglgg:ﬁedﬁénkge;:{ -I;rmfo\évsgeg%l?elnT\r?g:gri?e{?ncgr?ggt(?nollol realise that it cannot all be done at once. | commend this bill
Y : ry the house. If it saves one life, it will be great. However, |

of licence for drink driving offences between .05 and .079. g e that it will save a lot of lives and prevent a lot of
I have argued in the past—and | do not believe it negates thg

leqislati that i el their iob and ccidents, hurt and trauma in our community. | commend the
eglsalon—‘ a som’e IMes peope 10S€ €ir Job and manyy, 1, he nouse and trust that it receives speedy passage.
people say, ‘Bad luck’. My view is that you should take away

the licence when it will affect their pleasure or private time.  prs REDMOND (Heysen): 1, too, rise to support this
I do not know whether that is too difficult to implement, but b | do so not only as the member for Heysen and as one
you could have a system where you allow someone to travglii, 4 keen interest in the road safety issues arising in the

to and from work or you say that they cannot use a vehiclgyjis electorate but also because, clearly, we have very
on the weekend or at night for private purposes. It is still §jifrerent road conditions in the Hills—

penalty, but does not put them on welfare or cost them their - An honourable member interjecting:

job. 1 would like it looked at. Mrs REDMOND: No, they are not all shocking roads,

I support mobile random breath testing and would als@ut they are often wet, slippery, dark and windy roads. They
like to see random drug testing. A provisional licence holdegre quite different in their conditions from either the metro-
is to remain on that licence for at least two years or until theyyolitan plains area or a lot of country areas. We possibly do
turn 20 years, whichever is longer. | think that is a sensibléave an over-representation in terms of accidents—as indeed
provision. In France they have a system where, if you ar@oes this state in terms of the national accident regime—and
prepared to have an adult sit beside you for a period of time-we do need to address that. | welcome the substantial parts
like a year or twvo—while you are driving, as a young persorof the proposal put forward in this package by the minister.
you will get a significant reduction on your insurance| also welcome the measure as the mother of three youngsters
premium when you insure your car, so it is a positivewho all live at home, who are all of driving age and two of
incentive to be accompanied in your learning years by @hom are yet to reach the coming of age and self-discipline.
parent or some other responsible adult. Strengthening the |n terms of the Adelaide Hills, I note that both the member
testing requirements for learners’ permits is good, and thgyr Kavel and | regularly attend the meetings of the Adelaide
minimum period of six months on a learners’ permit is Hills road safety group. As the member for Light has already
welcome. Prohibiting learner drivers from re-sitting practicalpointed out, there have already been significant reductions in
driving tests for two weeks after failing a test is also a goota number of the speed limits on the Hills roads. I still want
provision. As | have said, | would like to see retesting ofthe minister to come up and visit one road in particular which
people who offend on the road with silly behaviour. | am trying to convince him should have a somewhat lower

Measures such as adding the period of any licencepeed limit than its current zoning. However, | welcome the
suspension to the normal learner’'s permit and provisionahtroduction of an 80 km/h limit that we have already had on
licence period and allowing for the use of digital cameramany of our Hills roads in the last 12 or 18 months.
technology and fixed speed cameras are very welcome. In In that regard, | also support the introduction, albeit not
addition, | would like to see where people engage in hoorin this bill but by regulation, of the default 50 km/h in
behaviour that their vehicle is impounded or they are nosuburban streets. Itis clear on the evidence that that will lead
allowed to use it, or their licence is suspended. to quite a reduction in both the severity and frequency of
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accidents and a big saving to this state. Members are proballsave it at that, rather than having a system where a 16%2 year
aware that the road accident toll, not only as to death butld can obtain their licence, but they may then be on P plates
more especially as to injuries, costs this state something in tHfer 32 years. They may be a very competent driver, and there
order of $1 billion a year. It is a significant cost to the statemay be some very good reasons for them then to be off their
and the trauma of those accidents cannot be overstatel.plates well before they reach their twentieth birthday, as |
Indeed, in my practising life as a solicitor prior to enteringunderstand the proposal in the current bill.

this place, | dealt with many major trauma accidents that were | support the idea of double demerit points when someone
given to me to handle by the Public Trustee on behalf oboth runs a red light and speeds through an intersection.
people who had suffered significant paraplegia, quadriplegidndeed, when | travelled to Sydney by car recently, | noticed
brain injury and the like. They have a catastrophic impact onthat on long weekends in that state they applied double
the life of the person concerned, and often on the lives of thdemerit points for every offence. There are signs posted all
members of their family. over the place—on all the overhead bridges going across

I welcome most of the provisions in the bill, and | do not freeways, and so on, saying, ‘The long weekend is coming
intend to canvass all the provisions that already have bearp. Be aware that if you are caught for any offence during the
covered so ably by the member for Light. However, there arédong weekend you will be hit with double demerit points.’

a few that | want to comment on specifically. My commentsLong weekends tend to be where we get a spike in our road
arise largely out of the fact that, during the 1980s, for anjuries and fatalities, and that needs to be addressed. So, |
period of about 10 years, | was the local governmensupport that measure.

representative on the Road Safety Advisory Council for the |am afraid that | have to oppose the amendment to section
state of South Australia. | spent a fair bit of time in that 1047B. As | understand the amendment, it proposes to impose
years looking into the details of the reasons behind varioua conviction for offences where a driver has a blood alcohol
changes that we have already introduced, the effects of thosencentration of .05 to .08 and a requirement for compulsory
changes and the likely effects of some of the proposeticence disqualification, whereas at the moment licence
changes. disqualification applies only to those offences above .08.

In that regard, | would first like to comment on the As | said, | used to be on the Road Safety Advisory
introduction of the compulsory six months for holders of L Council and, as it happens, | was a member when we
plates. | welcome that measure. | ask that, when the ministemdertook a very lengthy and well-researched deliberation
starts to consider the next group of amendments, he looks about the BAC limit in this state. On the evidence, it was
the issue of having, perhaps, a regulated licence schenggiite clear that the alcohol component really came into play
whereby our licensed drivers have to go through more hoopst about the .15 level rather than .08. So, the council was
to obtain their licence—where a P plate licence is nofuite satisfied that the current level of .08 was, indeed, a
necessarily the only step between learner and unrestrictedasonable point at which to commence the offence.
licence. In this state, the situation exists where we have an offence

The system as it stands at the moment, even with thisommencing at .05 simply because of a political decision.
amendment with the compulsory six months on L plates, wilMembers may recall that Bob Hawke, when he was prime
nevertheless mean that, technically, a 16 year old could leaminister, introduced a 10-point safety plan. He said to each
to drive in an old Datsun 1200 automatic car, obtain theiiof the states, ‘Unless you introduce my 10-point safety plan,
licence at the age of 16%2, and the very next day be legallyou will be denied road funding for your state.” So, all the
entitled to get into a turbo-charged Range Rover, put atates introduced it.
caravan on the back and, at night, hit a country road at This state introduced the 10-point plan, but the basis of
whatever the speed limit is, even though they have theur reasoning at that time was that there was no evidence to
restrictions of P plates. My suggestion to the minister is thasupport .05 as the level at which accidents were occurring,
it would be appropriate for us to have some other levels oénd that a person with an .05 reading was not really the cause
licensing that might restrict that practice. At the moment,of accidents. So, we introduced it as an expiation fee rather
happily, I think most parents manage to keep their childrenhan a compulsory licence disqualification. Notwithstanding
under control, and most youngsters (albeit some of therthe fact that other states may impose disqualification at that
seem to drive like hoons after a couple of months) are a littléevel, at this stage | do not think there is scientific evidence
timid when they start to drive. So, | welcome that measurethat that is a safety measure as opposed to a fairly heavy-

| also welcome the concept of having two years onhanded approach to the issue of how to stop people drink-
P plates. | am not comfortable with the proposal currently irdriving.
the bill, and I will support what | believe the opposition will  As a person who does not drink alcohol at all, it is not an
put up as an amendment, that is, that it simply be a two yeassue for me, and | would be quite happy if everyone had to
provision on P plates. It is clear on the evidence that it is notirive with no alcohol at all. However, the reality is that our
the age at which someone obtains their licence but their levelociety accepts people drinking and, on all the evidence, itis
of experience as a driver which impacts upon their likelihoodalso a reality that, if they are driving at .05, generally they are
of having an accident. It does not really matter whethenot a danger and their ability to command and to control a
someone obtains their licence at the age of 16 (in my father'gehicle is not impaired. | am not prepared to accept that that
case, it was 14, and the person who tested him did not evés a good proposal at the moment.
have a licence) or at 22, or whatever: it is still that inexperi-  The only other proposal | want to comment on is the
ence on the road and behind the wheel that leads to tremendment to section 79B. | appreciate that it merely doubles
accidents. My view is that we need to keep those new drivershe penalties that appear in the act at present. However, | have
of whatever age, under that P plate coverage to proteet difficulty with the way the act is currently structured,
them—not to do anything but to protect them. It seems to méecause it imposes different penalties for an individual and
to be a fairer system simply to say a minimum of six monthsa body corporate, and we see that in a number of measures,
for L plates and a minimum of two years for P plates, andsuch as native vegetation legislation and the environment
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protection bill, which was recently passed in this house. An honourable member interjecting:
Different penalties are imposed according to whether the The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | didn't actually hear the
offence is committed by an individual or by a body corporatecomment of the honourable member. However, if it was at his
My concern is that bodies corporate do not drive carsusual standard, it would have been naive and nasty.
individuals drive cars. To my mind, the offence should An honourable member interjecting:
always be structured against the driver of the car. It seems to The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Complimentary! First time in his
me that it is fraught with difficulty to impose a differential life! 1 humbly apologise if | misjudged the honourable
offence against a body corporate. The other concern is thgentleman. | was feeling weary, and | did not want to speak
a ‘body corporate’ can be anything from the little local for the whole 20 minutes, but if you encourage me | could
plumber, who is a one-person director company and who hasake a speech for 20 minutes.
put himself into a company structure simply to get the Membersinterjecting:
protection of WorkCover (he is the only employee, but he The Hon. G.M. GUNN: You should be careful; | could
still constitutes a ‘body corporate’) through to BHP. come back again. | do not believe that it is fair, just or
Simply saying that we will have a much higher penalty forreasonable—and | hope the minister is listening—to allow
a body corporate does not make a lot of sense to me in thgnmarked police cars in rural areas to carry out random
first place. But, as | said, my major difficulty is that bodies breath testing. By way of example, a female is leaving the
corporate do not drive cars, and it is therefore appropriate faschool council meeting at 11 o’clock at Orroroo, driving on
us to concentrate simply on the offence as committed andne of those roads out of Orroroo to go home. If a car comes
impose an appropriate penalty. In that regard, | support thep behind her, flashes their lights and she does not know who
comment of the member for Light that the penalties aret is, will she stop?
already heavy enough. The average person would find it a Mr Hanna: She would be terrified.
struggle to come up with the sort of money that is already The Hon. G.M. GUNN: That's right. Therefore, let me
imposed by the legislation, and to increase it to the levelsay this to the minister: if this provision comes in and it is
proposed by this bill is a little bit onerous. applied, | will have no hesitation in naming in this parliament
With those few comments, | support the thrust of the bill,any officer who carries on like that. I will tell my constitu-
and | commend the minister for bringing these proposals ténts, ‘Just take the number, and we will put a question on the
the house. They will have a positive effect, particularly theNotice Paper asking what the police car was doing.’ | would
decrease—albeit by regulation—of the speed limit tosooner not do that, but one unreasonable act always creates
50 km/h. | also support the comments of the member foenother. Therefore, this is an unreasonable suggestion and it
Fisher that it would be appropriate for those councils thats fraught with danger, especially if you have an over-
have 40 km/h limits in due course to move those to 50 km/tenthusiastic, aggressive police officer with no commonsense
limits. We would then have a standardised system which ¢r without proper supervision. I know of a recent case where
think should apply throughout the country. When you weresome telephone calls had to be made to very senior people to
on an arterial road you would travel at the posted limit andyet some commonsense applied. | ask the minister to rethink
when you were off that and in a suburban street, you wouléhis provision because it is fraught with danger.
instantly know that you were in a 50 km/h zone and thatis the | believe that just the sight of a police car has an effect on
speed at which you would travel. As | said, that will have apeople’s driving conduct. It is like hiding speed cameras. We
significant impact statistically on the level of accidents, bottare all told that they are a road safety measure, but one of the
their frequency and severity. That will greatly benefit theinteresting things | have noticed since | have been in this
state in terms of the cost to our economy, as it will reduce th@lace is that, when you start asking questions, treasurers take
enormous amounts of money paid out as a result of thesevery keen interest if people want to restrict their use. | do
significant road accidents. At the same time, it will also benot know whether it is a coincidence or a figment of my
of enormous benefit to each and every person whose life wighagination, but | say that speed cameras are a revenue
save or whose injuries we make less severe. raising measure. Why are they hidden at places such as
behind the bushes, down the hill, just before you get to
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | do not share the Tarlee? Why are they put there? | ask the minister to tell us.
enthusiasm for this proposal of the member for Heysen ant think it should be an offence for police officers and
one or two other members. In the early part of his ministeriabperators to hide the cameras or not have them visible. | want
career, the minister has achieved one thing: he has placeéa know from the minister why they are put in such places.
himself in the hands of the Sir Humphrey Applebys, and he Mr Venning: Like the bottom of a hill.
is carrying out their dictates to the letter. They have him The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Yes. Because if it were not a
bouncing like a rubber ball. He has carried out two sets ofevenue measure, they would not do it. | know that the police
instructions: one to take away the funds in the north andit one or two kilometres out of Kimba.
create aroad hazard; and the other to put in place unwise and Mr Williams: You always slow down there, don't you?
unnecessary restrictions that in certain circumstances will The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am a law-abiding citizen.
make life even more difficult for people in isolated parts of  Mr Venning: Well, most of the time.
the state. | do not share the enthusiasm of the Deputy Speaker The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Always. | am just a simple
for some of these measures, except on one point: there needsuntry lad and law abiding. | do not want to contravene the
to be some discretion in relation to someone losing theistatutes. | have sworn 11 times to uphold the law, but | am a
driver’s licence so as people do not suffer double jeopardypractical person and | know the views of country people. Let
In that | entirely agree. | know the minister thinks | am on myme make this point to the minister. If he proceeds with some
hobbyhorse. | have driven as far as anyone in this chambeof these unreasonable measures, it will do one good thing: it
As | have been a member of parliament for a fair amount ofvill bring a lot of people back to our side of politics in rural
time, | have had the use of and owned more motor cars thaBouth Australia, particularly in my seat. | guarantee him that
anyone in this chamber. because they do not like this. They are not happy. You only
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have to walk around and talk to people—I am a fairly visible ~ The Hon. G.M. GUNN: We are looking forward to the
member and | make myself available—and | know that to bdnonourable member making a contribution on this matter.
so. The bill that I will introduce to parliament tomorrow What | am saying is a fact, and | wonder how he will handle
dealing with speeds on national highways has widespreatl when constituents who have been walloped with these
community support. increased fines and cannot pay them come along. Will he
Let us deal with the other point about demerit points angend them down to the welfare office and get another arm of
speed cameras. | am totally opposed to that concept. It @overnment to pay the fines for them? Is that the honourable
neither desirable nor necessary, and | shall be voting accoréiember’s answer to the problem? | will have more to say on
ingly. | have some concerns about the time it will take tothese matters in the committee stage of this bill. | look
obtain a full driver’s licence. | put it to the minister that, if forward to supporting the amendments which the member for
these provisions are brought into effect, you will be able td-ight will be moving to these provisions, because they will
get a VFR, even an IFR, pilot's licence more quickly thancertainly make them far more palatable and reasonable and
you will a driver’s licence. You can go out to Parafield, dowill apply a little more commonsense.
your flight training, get your restricted licence, get your VFR ~ One of the things that interest me is that, unfortunately, a
and, if you really want to apply yourself, you can get an IFRIot of people in this place never really deal with people in the
rating. You can get a twin endorsement, retractable undercareal world who have to face the realities of legislation. Some

riage, constant speed prop— people in this place do not deal with the realities of life and
Ms Bedford interjecting: what happens in the real world, where people are trying to run
The Hon. M.R. Buckby: He is talking about planes. businesses or organise themselves and have to travel long
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Aeroplanes. distances to participate in normal community activity. They
Mr Hanna: It will be safer than being on the roads after "av€ N0 understanding of that. | put to you, Madam Acting

this bill. Speaker, that this suggestion that we should lower the speed

limit to 100 km/h on certain country roads is an absolute
nonsense. | have had senior police phone me and say, ‘For
God’s sake, don't let them get involved in this sort of
fonsense.’ They know it is a honsense, yet Sir Humphrey,
who is not out there in the real world, has another flash of
rilliance and comes up with this exercise. This ought to be
ated as the silly suggestion it is. People in rural South
stralia do not want it; they resent it and, therefore, the

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: You are not going to get booked
for some trifling offence. I just say to the minister that it is

really think that by passing some of this legislation they will
make themselves feel warm and cosy; they will pass a la
and do some good. That is a nonsense. Unfortunately, peo
will still be injured and killed on the roads, because we haveAu

more people driving motor cars and more cars on the roal%arliament should reflect their views and show a bit of
One of the things that have not been considered is that i bmmonsense. It is all right for people to get up and talk

[)na;Py cas;as we haée |mprcf)\':ﬁd the roa.d system and we hag out their concerns with regard to road safety. The guiding
etier motor cars. SOme ot these provisions areé unwise a inciple of all these things should be the application of
unnecessary. | am always interested in why the bureaucra mmonsense. Unfortunately, it does not appear to be in

is so keen to Impinge on gnd take away pegple s rights an idence in some of these suggestions. | look forward to the
want to make life more difficult for people. Is it because theyCommittee stage

want to ingratiate themselves or to increase their own power
and influence that they do this? Given the sorts of provisions \r VENNING (Schubert): | rise to speak to this bill,
which we have seen come to this parliament, they want t@yme of which | support and some of which 1 do not. |
take away more and more people’s rights and make life Morgertainly support the shadow minister: he has seen the light
difficult and more miserable for them. on this issue. Road safety reforms are important, and we must
When some of these penalties are imposed on people Wi ever vigilant to protect the public because, as we know,
are battling to meet the financial responsibilities of theirtgo many citizens are killed and injured on our roads each
families now, and when they come running along to theilyear. If, by legislation, we can reduce that number of
local member of parliament, what sort of answer will theyfatalities, we should do so, but with commonsense.
get? Itis no good people all looking down and not taking any | note what the previous speakers have said, particularly
notice, because this will happen, and it happens now. Whate member for Heysen. We all have young families and—
will you tell them? Will you be silly enough to say, ‘Well, | touch wood—we have got them through to this stage without
voted for this? The bureaucrat who has organised this is ngheir suffering any serious injury. They may have had
the one sitting in the electorate office. If you go to them theyaccidents but have not sustained a serious injury. As a parent,
will say, ‘Well, minister, you did this.” We have seen the it js real challenge and something of a raffle to get them
Sir Humphreys before. What will they say to those peoplthough safely.
who, through no fault of their own or because they are cgrs are dangerous because they go fast and they are
unaware of these provisions, get pinged and cannot afford Reavy—and | say that noting that you, Madam, ride a bike.
pay the fine? Will we put them in gaol and build more gaols?rhey” are machines, so accidents or crashes will always
Is that the answer? happen. Whatever we do, whatever our road conditions are,
Mr Venning: Ring the minister. accidents will always happen: we just have to try to minimise
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Ring the minister. You would the incidence.
not get through to the minister. You certainly will not get | have a problem with demerit points for camera-detected
through to the bureaucrats who are the architects of thispeeding offences because points cost licences, and country
nonsense to make themselves feel important. They put all thigeople usually have no alternative means of travel: no taxis,
up with the previous minister, and the previous minister hagho buses, no trains, and very few planes. So, a loss of licence
one or two problems with it. is certainly more of a penalty for country people than it is for
An honourable member interjecting: their urban counterparts. Most cameras are in the city, and |
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feel itis a bit of a joke that we know where they are going tobreathalyser | always make sure that | am tested, particularly
be. | cannot understand why we see the published positiorisl am not driving and | have had a few drinks. | find that at
of these cameras, both in the morningdvertiser and on the .05 | am absolutely 100 per cent in control. At .08 | am still
television the night before. I think it is somewhat of a joke.very much in control. As the member for Heysen said earlier
Those who have time to study the form guide (where theonight, | believe that the level of .15 is where one starts to
cameras are), or who get the paper or know their roads akee visually affected and one’s judgment is impaired.
certainly advantaged. To drop the level below .08 or .079 BAC, to be absolutely
Being a country person, | get pretty close to the speedorrect, is an over-reaction, and | would be opposed to it. |
limit because time is of the essence and distance is alwayelieve that we are starting to be killjoys. | have seen slightly
involved. | am very anxious sometimes about things | havéuilt young ladies drink two standard glasses of red wine and
to do in this job: not breaking the law, but certainly testingthey would blow over .05. | think that we could be accused
it, particularly now that | am driving myself again, when it of being killjoys and of over-reacting. After all, this is not a
is more of a problem. Itis all right for the ministers who havenanny state. | believe that, in almost all instances, .08 is a
drivers. Members who live in country electorates and haveeasonable level at which there should be mandatory loss of
deadlines can find it very testing. So, the speed cameras dieence. | have a concern about that. | hope that the parlia-
a problem. ment will see commonsense because, after all, we are the
Initially, | thought that if | was detected by a speed camerawine state of Australia. We have some of the best wines in
and pulled over by a police officer in the country, he wouldthe world.
greet me, as they usually do because they all know who I am. Why would you put a further impediment in the way of
They say, ‘It's you again, or whatever— people going out and having a casual drink? The cost of
An honourable member interjecting: losing once’s licence in a country electorate such as mine, as
Mr VENNING: | have all my points intact, if that is the | said, is a very big impediment, and it can ruin your night,
correct way of putting it. It has always annoyed me that if youparticularly if you do not have a person with you who has
were apprehended by a policeman for an offence, yobeen chosen to drive home. | do believe that .15 is where the
automatically attracted the demerit points. However, if youproblem starts, and that is a proven fact. This .05 is un-
were caught by a camera in the city, you did not. That didAustralian—that is the term | use. It is un-Australian because
annoy me initially but, looking at it in the long term, | am | believe that we all agree with being able to have a drink or
happy to leave it that way, because it is all about countrywo. However, if it were proven that it was dangerous and a
people keeping their licences. The bigger problem is thasafety hazard | would be the first to say that we should
often it is not known who was driving the car. If a client address it. | do not believe that it is a safety hazard, and |
driving a hire car is caught speeding and the ticket comebelieve that we are going too far. | believe that most people
three weeks later how will they know who was driving the cartoday are very responsible; at least one of the party takes the
and to whom to send the notice? The driver might have beeresponsibility not to overindulge and to drive the car home,
an interstate or overseas tourist: who wears it? as is often the case today with most groups who are out
The points system is not the way to go. | am opposed thaving a good time. As | say, | am lucky to have a wife who
the points system with respect to camera-detected speedidges not drink at all; | am very pleased about that and | am
offences. Red light cameras also detect speeding offencesabt about to encourage her to start.
agree that we should accrue the penalty for both offences, that Regarding the issue of random breath testing, the bill
is, running the red light and speeding through the red lightprovides that the police do not need to have any reason to pull
I have no problem supporting that. Offences incurring finesinyone over to the side of the road. | have a problem with
and loss of points should be accrued. | turn now to mandatorthat. If a person is doing the right thing, abiding by the law
loss of licence for drink driving offences between .05 andand driving in control without any obvious problems, | do not
.079 BAC. | am opposed to any change in this respect. As thieelieve they should be pulled over at all and told to blow into
member for Schubert, that is, the Barossa Valley, one coulthe bag. | think that is humiliating, and | oppose it. | particu-

say that | have a conflict of interest. larly oppose this taking place with unmarked police cars, as
Mr Scalz interjecting: another member said earlier. | think it would be very
Mr VENNING: You could say that but, in my job, | must frightening to have an unmarked car go past your car and flag

live with a life of wine and a life of driving. you over even if they have flashing lights, because anyone
An honourable member: And the roses. can put together some flashing lights, and it would be

Mr VENNING: And the roses chucked in. Itis always a particularly frightening for ladies late at night. So, | oppose
concern of mine, particularly now that | am driving and it, and | hope the minister can amend that part of the legisla-
particularly if my wife is not with me, because my wife doestion.
not drink at all. | am very lucky that she is able to drive us  The legislation requires a driver to hold a provisional
home from functions. Even if | have not been drinking verylicence for at least two years or until they are 20, whichever
much my wife always drives from functions. That is one ofis the longer. | am opposed to that because, even if the speed
our rules, and there is never any debate about that. Whymit for P-plate drivers is raised, if they offend at all they
would you risk it? | have had experience of drinking awill lose their licence. | am not sure whether that provision
reasonable amount of alcohol. | make the declaration thati$ to be changed, but if a P-plate driver commits one minor
did not drink any alcohol until | was elected to parliament inoffence they lose their licence. So, the longer they hold a
1990. | was a teetotaller until that time. provisional licence, the longer they are exposed to this risk.

I did not learn this bad habit in my youth: it became partA good friend rang me the other night most annoyed because
of the job representing, first, the Clare Valley and now theshe had been pinged for $200 for running down a hill where
Barossa Valley. It is one of the nicer parts of my life. there was a camera on the bend. We have all been guilty of
Certainly, good wine goes with good food, and | appreciateéhat, but P-plate drivers are particularly vulnerable because
that very much. | often test myself. If we ever come upon ahey would lose their licence. | am opposed to any change at



1858 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 19 November 2002

allin relation to that, and | am happy to have the speed limifArea School had a motor vehicle at the school provided by
raised for P-plate drivers. | think it is 100 km/h at the a car company, free of charge. They not only did theory in the
moment. | thank the member for Light who nods his head. younger grades but at year 10 they all had to learn to drive
believe that provisional drivers should be allowed to commithat car, around the school oval and through an obstacle
a minor speeding offence—certainly not anything major sucteourse. | do not know whether that is still going, but it ought
as drink driving—of, say, five kilometres over the speed limitto be mandatory in a secondary school as this would teach
without losing their licence. | oppose any change to that. students basic driving skKills.

A young country driver pays a higher price because they Itis all very well for the likes of myself and the member
have no alternative. If they lose their licence it is back tofor Light who were brought up on a farm, where we learned
mum and dad running them all over the countryside. | havéo drive a vehicle around the open spaces and got coordina-
one constituent at the moment who rings me regularly to sagion skills and everything else, and where we could not hurt
that their son lost his licence after six months on his Ps wheanybody. We did it as young people at the age of nine, 10 or
it should have been three months. They are running the la@il. But where do the children of today, who live in the cities,
to work every day, a distance of 30 kilometres. That is a reaih the urban sprawl, get their training from? If they could get
impediment for a country family, and | do not think it is fair. on a school oval and use a car owned by the school, as well
I think the current period is 12 months and that it should stayas be taught in the classroom of the traumas that occur from
that way. road accidents, | believe it would certainly be a step in the

| oppose the proposal to make it two weeks before peopldght direction; and | hope that we can go back to that.
who fail the theory test can resit the test for the same reason: My final point is that the minister said that this will be
country people will pay a higher price. If a person fails theirrevenue neutral. That, minister, | believe is a commitment,
theory test, they should be able to study for it and sit the teshat this will be revenue neutral. | understand it as a commit-
again in two or three hours’ time, or whatever is convenieninent. How will the minister ensure that itis? And if, after 12
to the examiner and the person involved. The member fomonths, there is an increase in revenue, will the minister give
Torrens shakes her head. Some people in country areas tragatommitment that he will reduce the fines across the board?
200 or 300 kilometres to sit the test. Are you going to sendso, | will await the minister’s response on that. What happens
them home and make them come back in a week? Imagine the these funds? Do they spend them on the roads? Not on
cost and inconvenience just for getting one word or one poinour life. It is a general revenue raiser and, for the record, |
wrong in the questions. A silly mistake can turn out to beam opposed to the overall reduction of the speed limit.
very expensive. | oppose any change to that because the trip As a country person, | agree with a lot of what the member
home can be long and expensive. It would be easier to getfar Stuart says. Certainly | would be opposed to reducing all
pilot’s licence, as the member for Stuart so capably saitspeed limits to 100 km/h. Road safety is a very important
because you can be flying on a full licence within six monthgssue. We must do all we can to reduce the road toll, but we
and you can get all the endorsements for special aircrafiave to use commonsense. South Australia, as we know, is
inside 12 months with no P-plates and no L-plates. Howevea very sparse state with long distances between towns, and
itis getting to the point now where we really must make surave who live in the country regions certainly do not want
that we use commonsense. further impediments. | support this bill. | hope the minister

The 50 km/h town limit has always annoyed me, becaustistens to our arguments and, hopefully, we can address the
I am always the commuter going through the town. | wasoncerns that we have.
almost overjoyed to read the other day in the local paper that
the people who are picked up offending most in these areas Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): My colleague the member
are the people who live there. It is not the likes of mefor Stuart mentioned that the minister has succumbed to Sir
commuting through but the people who live there who areHumphrey Appleby’s wont of bringing these measures to
picked up. | think it is rather selfish that people impose thesparliament. Some of these measures | do not necessarily have
speed limits just so they can have a quieter street or detergreat problem with but some | have a great problem with,
people from going down their street. But when they are irand | think they impact particularly upon those South
their car they expect to speed through everybody else’Australians outside metropolitan Adelaide, whom I and a lot
streets. So, | am opposed to this. | think the 40 ks in Unleyf my colleagues represent, to a much greater extent than they
is just ridiculous; it is absurd. The next thing is they will haveimpact on those people living within the metropolitan area.
us in a horse and cart, because that does not make any nois®iill come back to that point later in my contribution.
| am amazed at people’s attitude when it comes to my First, in a general sense, during the eight months since the
backyard versus everybody else’s. | get rather annoyed. Labor Party has been in power, their wont has been to say,

The ERD Committee did a report on this issue some yearg\nything you can do, | can do better” Madam Acting
ago, particularly on road safety and vehicle inspections. Mangpeaker, | seek leave to continue my remarks later.
interesting facts emerged from that investigation. Unroad- Leave granted; debate adjourned.
worthy vehicles were not a major reason for accidents. Roads
are a key factor—dangerous, narrow and unroadworthy roads. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
On the matter of skills, it was revealed that young driversmove:
who undertook advanced driving courses were not better That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
placed to not have an accident. It was seen to be because tregended beyond 10 p.m.
are over-confident. So, what is left after discussing those Motion carried.
issues? Itis all about attitude.

I believe that we should add a provision to this bill to  CRIMINAL LAW (FORENSIC PROCEDURES)

make it mandatory for driver education in our schools, (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
particularly in secondary schools. | had experience of this

when | first became a member in 1990. The Port Broughton Adjourned debate on second reading.
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(Continued from 20 August. Page 1175.) served by having the widest possible opportunities for DNA

testing.

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Many members are Secondly, | pay credit to the Police Association. | have
very keen to contribute to this bill—and so they should besaid in this house previously that, of all the associations and
They are keen not only to hear from the Attorney-General bufinjons with which | have had to deal, it is the Police Associa-
also to get across their point of view. tion which has been the most professional and which has

An honourable member interjecting: looked at the wider interests, opportunities and benefits for

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Well, we will talk a little about  the community, and indeed for their members. It has not sat
that. The honourable member talks about the changes in thgound just wanting better wages, conditions and so on for its
Labor government when it comes to actually getting up a billmembers as many unions do: it has been a professional and
We still do not have all the amendments at this stagemodern association/union that has put forward well thought
although | do acknowledge that the Attorney-General, athrough policy. In particular, Peter Alexander, who is the
least, has briefed me today—and | appreciate the fact that fresident, has been quite forceful and says what he wants in
has done that. | foreshadowed to the Attorney-Generghe media. Indeed, members only have to look at the last
amendments that the opposition will be moving tomorrow inedition of the Police Association journal to see further
this chamber. pressure—and very clever pressure, | might add—being put

The fact is that DNA is an important tool which assistsby Peter Alexander in his support for the commissioner and
police to catch offenders. Whilst DNA is somewhat newother concerned bona fide people who are trying to get the
technology not only for South Australian police but alsomessage through to this government that it needs to go
police jurisdictions around the world, it is a tool which is further.
showing enormous benefit to both the justice system, as a If members do not believe this, they only have to look at
whole, and the police. | acknowledge that at this time ina few news releases, press releases, the initial ministerial
South Australia we have not been able to capitalise ostatement by the Premier, and then, a while later when the
opportunities for DNA to the extent which I, the Attorney- community started to react and the Police Association said
General and many of our colleagues would have liked to se€This is not enough’, a supplementary ministerial statement
Having said that, there are states around Australia that are f§l€ased on 17 October, as well as a subsequent joint press
a similar situation. We need to look not at the past but, rathef€lease by the Premier and the Attorney-General. However,

at the opportunities in the future when it comes to capitalising'oWithstanding that, today we are debating the second
on improvements in DNA technology. eading, yet all members but me—and | acknowledge that the

Attorney-General advised me today—do not know what
in getting the bill to the stage where the opposition will 2Mendments will be moved. | want to talk about the benefits
of this legislation, because it is important in supporting the

support it overall. Of course, we do support the prlnCIIOIeSthrust and the principles of this bill that we let the community

and common policy matter was put down for the SOth(now that it contains enormous benefits—as we need to do
Australian community by both the Labor Party and the,

Liberal Party during the election in February. Tonight we are'fgo%Eilanced way when it comes to genetically modified
debating a bill the principle of which is similar for both the i , i
Liberal and Labor Parties. | want to get that firmly on the, The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It's not a comparison | would
public record. In fact, if anyone compares the electiofmMmediately have made. .
policies, they will see that is the case with both the Liberal MrBROKENSHIRE: Well, many people are pushing
and Labor policies that were put forward during the 20020nly one angle on genetically modified food and there are
election campaign. also—

Mr Williams interjecting: The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: There are a lot of people out

Mr BROKENSHIRE: As the member for MacKillop there pushing only one angle on DNA.
said, the Labor Party had five goes at it. Why did they have MrBROKENSHIRE: There are many people also
five goes at it? | believe in giving praise and credit to anyPushing only one angle on DNA, as the Attorney-General just
member irrespective of what side of the house they are ogaid. Hence my reason for that analogy. | would like to see
and a few members opposite, including the Attorney-GeneraR€ople having a chance to see the real benefits, and | want to
have always had a consistent view and | believe a view veriefer to some of those benefits.
similar to me when | was police minister and also some of my The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What about the downside?
colleagues. Members will recall that at the last election the Mr BROKENSHIRE: We might ask the Attorney about
then shadow attorney-general (Hon. Michael Atkinson), thehe downside during the committee stage, and | am sure that
then attorney-general (Hon. Robert Lawson) and | as policsome of my colleagues will have questions for him as well.
minister had a very similar commitment, attitude and policyPrimarily there are upside positives right through with DNA.
document on how we wanted to see DNA used. However, wewent to England in 2000 with a colleague of mine, the
flagged that we wanted to go further on DNA than the Laboimember for MacKillop, and visited the national crime facility
Party. Of course, it was not coming that way. at the Birmingham Police Training Academy and had a

I give full credit, first, to the Police Commissioner of detailed briefing from experts who had been leading the
South Australia, Commissioner Mal Hyde, because, ifworld (although I believe the United States of America was
members read the annual report and look at what the commideing a lot in capitalising on this new technology). In the UK
sioner has consistently said in the media for some time botthey had been doing a lot of work on DNA for some time. In
during the time of this government and the previous governeonfidence they spent a lot of time showing us how they had
ment, they will see that he has had a consistent message. Heen able to catch some of the most difficult offenders in
genuinely believes that the best interests of the Southome of the most serious cases, purely because of the benefits
Australian police department and the community will beof their legislation and the technology of DNA.

I want to acknowledge a few people for their major input



1860 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 19 November 2002

The murder of a woman in the snow on New Year’s Evenight she was killed and was one of the last to see her alive.
was extremely difficult to prove. At some stages they thoughfThe bottom line was the police still could not get enough
they would never be able to prove the offender in this casegvidence to hold charges and get them through the court until
and it was only DNA that allowed them subsequently to gesuch time as further DNA work was carried out. It was
a conviction. That briefing started to convince me that whatnatched with a much higher degree of probability, and
we did in South Australia was not as far as we needed to g@ventually this person was charged with murder.

Thatis why | am pleased to see that both parties had a policy Another casenote | want to put on the record is for those
before the last election with respect to DNA opportunities. people who say that DNA is more likely to cause a problem

| have some examples and casenotes, but will not use ther civil liberties and so on than having good broad DNA
victims’ names. In a case heard in August 2001 in the Oldesting legislation. In 1983, in the UK in Leicestershire, a
Bailey, a lady was raped and murdered in her own home id5-year-old girl was found raped and murdered. A sample
London. The crime remained unsolved and a semen sweahken from her body was found to belong to a person with
taken from the victim was lost or destroyed. However, aype A blood and an enzyme profile matching 10 per cent of
microscope slide of the semen remained in the archives. e adult male population. The police had no other leads or
supersensitive DNA profiling technique, known as DNA low forensic evidence, and they eventually wound down the
copy number, was developed in the UK, and using this newnurder hunt.
technique scientists were able to obtain a DNA profile by Three years later, another person of the same age was
swabbing the microscope slide. As a result of that, in Aprilfound strangled and sexually assaulted, and the police were
2000 the DNA profile was checked against the national DNAconvinced that the same assailant had committed both
database and it matched with the offender whose DNA profilenurders. Semen samples recovered from the body revealed
had been placed on the database three months previously fbiat her attacker had the same blood type. The prime suspect
a minor theft. We will talk more about that later, but for a was a local boy who, after questioning, revealed previously
minor theft the DNA was placed on the database and as anreleased details about the body. Further questioning led to
result the offender was found guilty of the murder of thathis confession, but he denied any involvement in the first
poor victim in her home in London. murder. Using DNA techniques, semen samples from both

Another example was a case solved on 10 May 2002. Thewurders were compared against the blood sample (remember-
crime dated back to 1981, so for 21 years this crime remaineidg that the blood sample was the same in both cases)
unsolved. This case, heard in the Winchester crown courtonclusively proving that both girls were killed by the same
involved a 14 year old girl who was raped and killed. A man, but not by the suspect. So, the suspect became the first
laboratory microscope slide containing samples collectegerson in the world to be exonerated of murder by the use of
from her body lay untouched for 20 years and in 1999 thédNA profiling.
scientists used new DNA technology to establish a full DNA  Another that | want to put on the record is where scientists
profile of the girl's suspected killer from some of her managed to obtain a full male profile from underwear using
clothing. The full male DNA profile was then checked againsinew DNA technigues, and detectives were able to undertake
the DNA database for the whole United Kingdom withoutan intelligence-led screen of men involved in an original
results. They could not get a result at that time. But, ininquiry where they previously were unable to identify the
August 2001—some two years or thereabouts after that—affender. In fact, the offender was the 535th person to
match was found when the offender was arrested for anoth@rovide a sample, and the sample matched the profile
crime and his DNA sample was routinely loaded onto theobtained from the victim. The person was subsequently
database. A full profile was extracted that matched with thaarrested in April 2000 and charged with murder.
obtained from the girl's clothing and the suspect himself, and The police had taken 600 buccal swabs and had around
it provided such strong evidence that the guy was foun@ 000 more to do, but when this occurred this particular
guilty and sentenced to life for murder and 10 years subseffender pleaded guilty to murder and was sentenced to life
quently for rape. | will not go into all the details of all these imprisonment. | raise that point because there has been some
cases, but | want to put them on the public record becausgiscussion (and | know that the government has discussed
they are very important. Another, sadly, was a woman whahis, because it is on the public record) about how much they
was battered and strangled in September 1985 in the UK. Hean afford when it comes to DNA testing. My argument,
body was left in woodland near her home in Luton. Semenwhich has not changed for a very long period of time, is that
stains were found on her clothing at the time of the murderit is not about how much you can afford—if you want to talk
but they were too minute to obtain a profile. In 1985, theabout cold, hard economic reality—it is how much can you
sensitivity of DNA testing was quite low and depended onsave. In the example referred to, and considering the work-
fairly large quantities of good quality DNA. The stained itemsload, the police resources and the intensity of investigations,
were preserved in cold storage while they waited for furthethey would otherwise have had to go through probably
developments. Numerous suspects were investigated banother 1 350 people to find the offender, but that was all
nothing was found to link any of them with the murder of thisfixed.
woman. There is an enormous saving, and | argue that it is a cost

In 1989, four years later, single locus probing failed tobenefit to government. It also frees up police—who, at times,
obtain a profile from the victim. However, in 1996, a DNA spend years on cases—and enables them to get out and solve
profile was obtained using short-term and repeat DNAother crimes. Of course, the other thing that | have already
techniques—again, technological development and opporturtiighlighted, and which | have placed on the record, is the fact
ty. In 1998, nine years later, police obtained referencehatthey were able, through a very minor offence, to clear up
samples from men who were interviewed at the time of the major offence, a serious offence. As the Commissioner has
murder, and the sample provided by one of the suspectaid so often, it is about clear-up rates. | am sure my col-
matched the profile on the lady’s shorts. The suspect hdéagues will know, from the time spentin their electorates—
been seen drinking and playing darts with this person on theshether they are at a Neighbourhood Watch meeting or
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people are talking to them about issues around law and order Mr BROKENSHIRE: They are always very interesting,

or the justice system—that it is clear-up rates about whickaren’t they? They do not even always—

they are so frustrated. That is what they talk about more than The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Not quite the same.

anything. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Exactly. The Attorney-General
We are fortunate in this state, because we have one of tis&ys that the Office of Crime statistics are coming out soon

very best police forces in the world—and, clearly, the best irand that they are not quite the same. | know they are not. The

Australia. The police want to achieve these clear-up rate$)ffice of Crime Statistics does not catch offenders. | have not

they want to catch these serious offenders so that they wiieen anyone from the Office of Crime Statistics charging or

not cause any more problems in the community. If we are t@rresting anybody: the police do that. The police have to

have bipartisanship with respect to tougher law and ordefnow the numbers they have charged, and they have to know

sentencing (which we are experiencing in this parliamentheir clear-up rates.

these days), we ought to make every possible opportunity | hope that the Attorney-General can make arrangements

available when it comes to catching offenders and increasingp that the Office of Crime Statistics facts line up. I know that

clear-up rates by virtue of capitalising on this technology. there are some other technical problems—for example, when

I could give many more casenotes to the parliament buf@MpParing our police statistics with respect to multiple
I will not, because | think | have made my argument prettyPffénces with those of Victoria. One of the reasons why
clear. | know that some of my colleagues also want to speak/ictoria’s crime statistics have always been lower in recent
and it is getting late. However, | want to raise a couple ofiMmes is that it has a different method of counting. There
other issues. There has been some interesting debate from gfould be straight-out stats, not statistics—and we know what
parties in the parliament on this issue of CrimTrac, thdhey say about statistics. | think that is an issue that needs to

national DNA database, and how one has to comply wittP€ dealt with. _ _ R
CrimTrac and that, if one does not comply, one will not be 1€ Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What do they say about them
able to gain access to the national database. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Lies and so on, but we will not go

. . . into that now. | want to talk about the fact that in the last 12

Nomgrﬂql%rma]r. Atkinson: As has happened with the months the police have done an excellent job in reducing
Y . . . crime and increasing their clear-up rates, and | congratulate
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes. | have been involved in the hem pages 38 and 39 contain quite a lot of detail on the

development of the CrimTrac system for 3% of the 4%2 yearsuasons why SAPOL wanted to see a broadening out of the
almost, that it has taken to develop it. The government of th§se of DNA. | commend SAPOL for its braveness in
day could have gone to the federal minister and said, ‘W?ncluding this in the report.

meet all your requirements on the CrimTrac national database The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: How did they go with you over
but we want to go further. Is there a problem with that?'ipo past four years?

There has not been a problem with Tasmania. | always nr BROKENSHIRE: Very well, actually.

believed that the requirements set down through SCAG and The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Why didn’t you give them an
discussed in Australasian Police Ministers Council meetingsexpanSion?

when Minister Vanstone was the minister for justice, were a "\ir BROKENSHIRE: The Attorney-General asks why
base minimum for sharing of intellectual data—not only 4iq | not give SAPOL an expansion. To answer the Attorney-
DNA, but other data and intelligence—across Australia. Buganeral. | delivered two record budgets for the police
no-one ever said to me, when | attended any of thosgg|ivering some great technology and further equipment
meetings, ‘But if you go beyond that—if you happen t0 bejm5royements, as well as a great pay rise that they deserved,

tougher; if you give your state an opportunity to be safer by, 5qgition to 203 additional police officers over and above
catching these offenders and thereby allowing women to wali o ritment and attrition. That is what | gave them.

the streets safely at night because the technology of DNA | 511, keen to talk about DNA at the moment because

helps police to catch some serial rapisF or murderer—you Williyen that this government does not intend to increase the size
not be part of the database nationally.” No-one ever said thags e police department by even one police officer between
There were some base requirements. The question was N and March 2006, it is even more important that the

even asked. | asked why the question was not asked: if ongyjice executive can manage this DNA opportunity to the
state could do it, why could not other states also do it? | dg,ast of its ability with the police officers that they have.

not believe that this bill or, indeed, amendments that we wil The report talks about Tasmania, where 6117 DNA

table tomorrow will work against the opportunities for samples have been taken. It also states (and | am not hiding
capitalising on the benefits of CrimTrac nationally. from this) that 433 samples have been taken in South

I want to reinforce a couple of points that appeared in theaystralia. Tasmania has had a total of 510 DNA matches of
annual report of the police. | congratulate the authors of therime scene to person. This police annual report cites the
report on a couple of fronts. First, | congratulate them on thenost obvious difference between the two states as the
fact that we have seen a significant reduction in crime, whicRariation in the legislation and subsequent procedures. That
is something about which we have not heard the governmeg$ what it states, and | support them. That is why | support
say a lot. The reason for that is that this government is abowhem when it comes to this bill.

rewriting history: we have seen that ever since it has beenin The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You do now that you are safely
office. One of the things that it has not talked about in thisin opposition.

place is the significant reduction in crime over the past 12 The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ciccarello): Minister!
months recorded in the South Australia Police annual report. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you for your protection,
We must remember that this annual report deals with aadam Acting Speaker. The police have clearly set out their
period— case here. The Police Association has talked about the
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: The Office of Crime Statistics benefits. | have given some case stories that clearly show
report is coming out soon. what has happened. | acknowledge that DNA alone will not
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be the be-all and end-all of every clear-up and of catching The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Everyone convicted of a
every offender. In fact, | think the Premier’s press releaseerious offence.

talks about DNA being a modern form of fingerprint,andto  Mr BROKENSHIRE: The Attorney is talking about
a degree thatis what it is. No-one argues or complains wheserious offences. The definition in the existing legislation
people are fingerprinted and photographed when they arefers to a criminal offence.

charged with an offence. So why should people complainif The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Yes, that’s right.

they are also DNA tested? Itis not intrusive. These arguments Mr BROKENSHIRE: The Attorney says that is right.

about— Where is the consistency between the existing legislation,
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It can be, depending on how which clearly refers to a criminal offence, and the Attorney’s
it is taken. reference to a serious offence or illegal use of a motor

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am about to explain that. The Vvehicle, unlawful possession, unlawfully on premises,
Attorney and | agree on this point. He is saying that DNAcarrying an offen_sive weapon, indecent or offensive mater_ial,
testing can be intrusive, depending on how it is done, and th&®r example, child pornography, gross indecency, creating
is true. | am saying that, if the test is done using a buccdlse belief, assaultlng.pollce, possession or use of f_|rearms,
swab, finger prick or possibly by another means we WiIItaIkb.ret'ﬂCh of duty to register a firearm, and possession of a
more about tomorrow, it will not be intrusive. You get finger silencer? | cannot for the life of me understand how the
prick tested when you give blood. What is the problem withminister can bring this bill into the parliament, having—
that? | do not see it being a problem when it comes to DNA The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: So you want to test for
testing. We refute any debate in the public arena when #rinating in a public place? ) ]
comes to that. In my remarks tonight | have talked about the MrBROKENSHIRE: No, thatis not what | am saying.
opportunity to capitalise on police resources, and | see this The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What are you saying?
as being beneficial. It will help the police put in the prison ~Mr BROKENSHIRE: |will talk more about it tomorrow
system those people who should be there and, as a result, th@cause | want the minister to have a good sleep on it tonight.
South Australian community will be safer, which is the mottoWhen the Attorney shows us his amendments, we will show

of South Australia Police. | see it also assisting— the Attorney our amendments. It is like show and tell.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You might establish someone’s _1he Hon. M.J. Atkinson: | have told you what we are
innocence, as well. doing. | am consultative and helpful.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have already said that. | outlined _ Mr BROKENSHIRE: What | am flagging is that, for the
a case involving a person who was charged with a crime angk€ Of consistency—and the measure refers to criminal
then proven to be innocent by virtue of DNA testing. | alsooffer)ces—then | say that people who are charged with a
believe this practice will be of financial benefit to the criminal offence ought to b'e DNA tested.
Attorney-General's area—the courts. In the example | put 1€ Hon. M.J. Atkinson: All offences? o
forward, the person knew they were gone once that DNA test Mr BROKENSHIRE: That is what | am saying: a
was carried out. That was the one method they would not b§fiminal offence. We will talk more about this tomorrow.
able to argue about, so they pleaded guilty. So, instead of thg™€ 'S getting on and my colleagues want to have a say. |
court case going on for months, it was completed within 429 this in faimess to the Attorney, as a matter of some
couple of weeks. There was a bottom line saving to th&/rgency for him, so he can go to his caucus room tomorrow
budget, the person was locked up more quickly, the polic nd try to get some support for an amendment that the South

could get on with their job of dealing with the crimes of other ustralian community agrees with, and we know that bec"’!use
offenders, and the community was happy. we are out there with the South Australian community,

We support the principles of this bill. For all intents and listening to them.
purposes, this bill is no different from our election commit- 1 \WiLLIAMS (MacKillop): 1 do not think | have to

ment. | think the Attorney is really serious, but he has t0 gefeming the house that | have long been an advocate of DNA
the rest of his party to be serious with him. Would we Notegting in South Australia and | have spoken on this subject
have loved to have been in caucus in recent times—eveR 4y times in this chamber. | believe that every person who
today”? It would have been good to sit around the caucus tablg g rrested by a police officer in this state should have a DNA
hearing the conversations today. sample taken from them. That is what happens in England.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It was a very happy caucus \when | was in England several years ago, | had a series of
meeting. briefings from members of the British police force.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | do not think the Attorney has The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Did you tell Trevor Griffin
been in the corridors tonight. If he had, he might have hearehis?
the colourful language of some of his colleagues who were Mr WILLIAMS: Indeed | did. | have long been an
happy to have a chat about the caucus meeting. Next to thgivocate of this practice. The Attorney-General sits over
debate—and, probably, the gagging—in caucus today, thekgere very smugly and makes comments across the chamber,
would have been another time when the Attorney was reallput it has taken him months to drag his party room screaming
hard up against it, trying to get his colleagues to agree witland kicking to this position. The only reason that he has got
something on which he had personally been consistent, ag this position is that, as | was saying in an earlier contribu-
have | and many of my colleagues on this side of the house@ion tonight on another matter, we have a Premier who

What still worries me—and | am sure it worries my believes ‘Mine’s better than yours,” and whatever anybody
colleagues on this side of the house (and we will talk moreslse says, he will up the ante because as long as his is better
about it tomorrow in committee)—is that, if we really want than anyone else’s, it does not matter what it is. The Premier
to do the job of DNA testing in its entirety, all people who arewas caught out a number of times on this issue in the last
charged with or who already have a criminal offence shouldhree or four months, yet his rhetoric was not matched by his
be tested. What you are talking about— actions.
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I am aware that the Attorney-General would like to bea conviction. That is what it is about: it is not about having
very stringent on DNA because | know what his politics arethis as the sole piece of evidence to gain a conviction.
I know what he would like to do and | know that he would  Some people are saying that this will make it very easy for
like to be much stricter than he is. We am not quite sure whadorrupt police to plant DNA evidence at a crime scene and
he wants to do here, because he has flagged that he still hingrefore gain a conviction. My understanding of the way
a lot of amendments, and we have not seen them all. DNA evidence is applied in the British jurisdiction is that it

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: merely allows the police to concentrate their efforts, once

Mr WILLIAMS: | hope you will, because | am absolute- they have a very good idea of who the suspect is, and build
ly certain you will not be draconian enough for me on thisa body of evidence to gain a conviction. If we can do that in
issue. Let me quote from thielvertiser of 2 October, where the South Australian jurisdiction, we will go a long way
Peter Alexander, the President of the South Australian Policewards freeing up police resources to extend the number and
Association stated: the type of crimes investigated.

| find it extraordinary that the government can mislead the | have grave concerns about the database and the way it
community about its strong stance on law and order issues and theg housed. | would ask the Attorney to look into this matter,
deliver the weakest type of DNA legislation in the country. because the evidence we were given involving the British
Thatis what Peter Alexander said on 2 October, as quoted iystem is that the DNA material is housed completely
theAdvertiser. This matter was introduced into the house onseparately from the material which actually identifies the
20 August. On 2 October the President of the Police Associeperson to whom that DNA material belongs. The ring fence

tion said that he found it extraordinary that the governmenpetween the DNA database and the database which contains
can mislead the community—in other words, the rhetoric thajnformation—

the Premier comes out with time after time—about its strong  The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It's junk DNA; it doesn't tell
stance. Almost a fortnight later, on 13 October, the Attorney,qy anything else that's interesting.

announced that he would apply much wider DNAtesting and 1 WILLIAMS: The point | am making is that, with the

that he would select a number of summary offences—  gmpje which is used to find a match between a sample taken
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Eleven. from a crime scene and a sample held in the DNA database,
MrWILLIAMS: —eleven—forwhich people would be e herson who is making that match has no access to the
subject to DNA testing. We are not sure what we will end Uphesona| details to which that DNA sample belongs. It is
with in this bill, because the Attorney has indicated that h ompletely ring fenced. If a match is made, the only informa-
would introduce a range of amendments, but | would contengj the person making the match has is ’to say, ‘This DNA

tha.t as.it stands at the moment the bill is a mishmash a mple, which came from the crime scene, belongs to sample
legislation on the run. Itwas drafted by an Attorney-General, mper such and such.’ That information is then taken off to

who was continually looking over his shoulder wonderingy completely separate authority which holds the relevant

how far his party would come with him. In the early days it jytormation which matches that number to the personal

was not coming very far. | congratulate the Attorney for yatails of the person involved.

getting the party to come a lot further. | congratulate him on | think if we can build those sorts of safeguards into the
¢ . | . . . RN

that and say, ‘Well done; hear, hear! The further you go, th%ystem it will reduce a lot of the fear—and | believe it is just

gg':ltj;rflyI QZTIAZ%'E)QCL?;V(\E’?M to seeing how far you cany paranoid fea}r—that people have that they \_/viII be fingered

A lot of nonsense is beiﬁg talked about DNA sampling an y corrupt police who put DNA materlal at crime scenes. It
what it may and may not do. First of all, let me allay one of simpossible for_the person mz?lklng the match to have_ access
: ' to personal details or information, so no cross-matching can

the fears that some in the house and the community mig . .

. . 2 De done behind the scenes by the people operating the system.
have about DNA testing. Some people in the communit e
believe that, if a person submits to a DNA test. suddenIXNe keep saying, in this jurisdiction, that we have the best

. - : Bf)olice force in the world and one which is not subject to
somebody somewhere will hold material that will aHOWthemcorruption. If we maintain systems where there is no

to make assessments about that person’s genetic make-up ?Q% ptation, where the odd bad apple cannot break down the
characteristics. The DNA extracted for forensic purposes doessystem and do the wrong thing, that will continue. | ask the

not contain that sort of genetic information. It cannot give '[heminister to look a little further forward because, on my
holder of that sample information about such characteristicP ading of the bill, there is nothing which convinceé me that
as the person's hair colour, any genetic disorders they m'gqfe Attorney-General has even looked at this particular issue.

have, height, racial characteristics or those sorts of things. his has been a little bit of a hobby horse of mine for a
will enable the determination of the sex of the person fro ymber of years now—

whom the sample came, but that is about as far as it goes. The Hon. P.E. Conlon: You never mentioned it when
does give a very good match with DNA material which is . ... e : . X
Griffin wouldn't test anyone, did you? You never mentioned

obtained from a crime scene. it once. You sat silently while Griffin wouldn’t test anyone
Another misconception is that in the future courts will rel : . . . |
b yt Mr WILLIAMS: | have mentioned it a number of times

wholly and solely on these DNA matches to reach a verdic . . .
of guilty against a perpetrator of a crime. When | was inand, if you consult the record, you will see that | have, in fact,
grentioned it a number of times.

England with the shadow minister who has just spoken an X .
the Police Commissioner during this series of briefings, the Mr Snelling: Funny that; | have, and | can't find one.
evidence that we were given is that DNA testing short- Mr WILLIAMS: Well, you keep looking.

circuits the investigation. It does not give the answer or all The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Where would these references
the information that will be presented in the court to gain gbe?

conviction. It short-circuits the investigation. It allows the ~ Mr WILLIAMS: | can tell the house that the last time |
police to focus their efforts on a very strong suspect and thespoke on this matter was during the Address in Reply debate
to gather the normal body of evidence, which is used to gaiat the beginning of this parliament.
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The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Oh right! Not once when Griffin 28 210 offences—46.3 per cent of all the crime committed in a single
wouldn’t test anyone. When Griffin wouldn’t test anyone, year.
you said nothing. The Attorney-General talked about our access or otherwise
Mr WILLIAMS:  You have asked me to identify when to CrimTrac. The article also indicated that only 17.5 per cent
I spoke on this and that is the one that | can remember. | poirgf those offenders had criminal records in other states.
it out to the member for Playford, who is sitting back there|rrespective of whether we are able to access CrimTrac, we
trying to find it, to let him know where he can find it. He said will go a great way to solving crime in South Australia by

that he could not find it once. widening the net.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Address in Reply—whatyear? — The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What about helping our

Mr WILLIAMS: ~ This year. _ _ interstate colleagues? What about the Falconio case?

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: You said nothing when Griffin Mr WILLIAMS: We can give other states access to our
would test no-one. database without being part of CrimTrac. Just because they

MrWILLIAMS: |am just pointing out that the member might not let us into their database does not mean that we
for Playford said that he cannot find it anywhere in themyst automatically stop their having access to our database.
database, and | am telling him to go to the Address in Reply.think that is a fallacious argument. As | said, | feel sorry for
I am just pointing out his inefficiencies. . _ the Attorney because | know what he wants to do. | know that

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:When your Attorney did nothing  ne is constrained by his party. The Attorney-General—
you said nothing. . Mrs Redmond interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! : " Mr WILLIAMS:  Yes, and also the cabinet—that is

'I:he Hon. M.JJ. Atkinson: Now that you are in opposition probably worse than the backbench. The Attorney-General
youre talking abou_t It _ would do well to forget all that nonsense and get on and build

The SPEAKER: The Attorney-General will come 10 5 qecent DNA sampling system in South Australia. | have

order. . )
) . qguoted in the house previously the example of offenders
Mr WILLIAMS: — Thank you, sir. The Attorney-General raduating up the criminal scale. The British found that

and the minister next to him are quite embarrassed about thig, per cent of those people convicted of the crime known as

AttaneeyHgira Ebﬁhiignlon: You said nothing and your guangerrape had prior convictions for minor offences. That
A . . is a staggering figure. A moment ago, when the shadow

The SPEAKER: Order! If the minister wishes to have a \inister was speaking, the Attorney-General quipped,
say he is atliberty to do so. ‘Would you take a DNA sample from someone who was

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:| shall, Your Honour. . charged with urinating in a public place?’ Yes, | would, from
Mr WILLIAMS: We look forward to the minister's anybody.

contribution. We look forward to it. | am sure that it will be The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Would you take it from

as g—,\nllghtenmg as most O.f his contributions, and we will b%omeone suspected of urinating in a public place, because that
delighted to hear it. One issue that | do not think has bee the policy that you are advocating?

raised is the separation of the actual database from the ’ ; .
personal details. | feel very strongly that that should be ffi'(\:/lerrVYIsLuLg:g(I;As?sh &Tébﬁs\ye"\g]%ﬁ :rsrzrsrfgibtglfe ﬁ0||li?$10
entertained by the Attorney-General. He should look closel Urther action is taken, if they are not charged or if they are

at that. Also, | think that the Attorney-General and the ; .
government are failing by not restricting this to 11 indictableacqu'tted’ the DNA sample can be destroyed. Thatis the case

in Britain.
offences— _ . _
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Summary offences The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Automatically or only at their
Mr WILLIAMS:  Sorry, summary offences. | suggest that"eduest?

the Attorney-General should continue the fight to try to bring Mr WILLIAMS:  In Britain | understand that it is
his party a lot further— automatic. Another thing that they do in Britain is that a

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Then we will be out of Police officeris authorised to take a DNA sample from any
CrimTrac. ' person who is arre_ste_zd. Whe_n they take th_em to the station

Mr WILLIAMS: | do not believe that is the case, but let (€Y are generally invited to give a sample via a buccal swab.
me say that every jurisdiction | have studied, and | hava! they do not submit to that, two or three hefty policemen
looked at a number— ave the authority to hold the person down on the floor and

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You cannot say that every remove enough hairs, including the roots, from a part of their
offence is a serious offence; you just cannot do it. body, generally the head, from which a DNA record can be

Mr WILLIAMS: | know that, but the reality is that in taken. | understand—

every jurisdiction the statistics show that, by and large, The Hon.M.J. Atkinson: Generally the head?
criminals convicted of major offences have graduated upthe Mr WILLIAMS:  Well, | guess it is the head. | under-

criminal scale. stand that they need about three hairs to get a full sample.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Some do. Also, if the material that they take fails to give an adequate
Mr WILLIAMS: By and large they have graduated up DNA sample and the person has been released but is still

the criminal scale. subject to being charged, the police in Britain have the
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Not all of them. authority to take a further sample from that person. | think we

Mr WILLIAMS: No, | am not saying all of them. Again, have to be very wide ranging; we have to cast the net as wide
I quote from this article appearing in tielvertiser dated 2 ~ a@s We possibly can if we are serious about doing something
October this year, which states: about crime in this state. The Premier is serious about the
A major study by the police has revealed almost half the Crimepercep.tlon.that he is tough on crime, but if we are serious
in South Australia is committed by a minority of offenders. It is about fighting crime we have to do a lot more about detec-
found that 3 265 criminals (14.2 per cent) were responsible fotion. It is pointless upping sentences. We could give them a
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1 000 year sentence but, if you do not catch them, you cannstiying that. We are the first government in this state to
convict them. So, it does not matter how stiff the penalty isproperly address this issue. | have had my DNA sample

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: The greatest deterrent is the taken; the Attorney-General has had his taken; and the
chance of being caught. Premier has had his taken.

Mr WILLIAMS: Exactly, and | am sure that the = We are the first government to take this issue seriously.
Attorney-General and | have the same belief—it is detectioWVe are the first government in this state to recognise what an
and conviction that we have to work on. Talking up andimportant tool it is for locking up bad guys; and what an
increasing sentences does absolutely nothing for the proteitnportant tool it is for making sure that people who are

tion of South Australians. innocent are not convicted. We are the first people do it. To
o ) ) listen to this nonsense is offensive.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Police): | rise to But let me say this about the member for Bragg’s contri-

support the second strongest DNA testing laws in Australiabution, because the opposition are a bit bipolar on this. The
Unfortunately, they are the second strongest DNA testingnember does not believe that Bevan Spencer Von Einem
laws in Australia because the strongest are in the Northershould be DNA tested. Well, | can tell you this: we will DNA
Territory. This is a matter which | addressed at the policaest Bevan Spencer Von Einem and if those tests reveal that
ministers conference two weeks ago. The strongest laws are: can be convicted for another crime | expect the member
in the Northern Territory, and the reason that we do not havér come back into this house and apologise.

the strongest laws in Australia is that the commonwealth has

disqualified the Northern Territory from being on the The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Bragg.

CrimTrac database because its laws are too strong. Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: They don’t have matching The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You might explain your
tables. interjection on Von Einem to begin with. That would be a

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, they also offend the good start.
commonwealth, because the commonwealth believes that Ms CHAPMAN: We do not need to deal with Mr Bevan
their DNA testing laws are too tough on suspected criminalsSpencer Von Einem, so | will not take that bait from the
The member for MacKillop, who stood in this place andminister—
made his usual offensive contribution, is on the record for the The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Why not? Why don’t you? What
first time as supporting stronger DNA laws. We used to havéf he has committed other offences, member for Bragg?
the weakest DNA laws in the country under his former Ms CHAPMAN: —because | want to deal with the
attorney-general, and under his former attorney-general leubstance of the bill before the parliament.
said nothing. He is on the record for the first time in his The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: This is the substance.
political career—as he scurries out like the weak little fellow  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Does he need to be tested?
he is—as supporting stronger DNA laws now that we are in  The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will come to order.
government. He said nothing when his own attorney would Ms CHAPMAN: The opposition has indicated that they
do nothing about DNA testing. His own attorney introducedsupport the thrust of the bill. It is an important bill because
DNA testing for convicted criminals, and we got how many not only does it help go beyond the question of the identifica-
in the first two years? tion process, it also assists in the detection of crime and the
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: About 18. ultimate conviction of criminals. Also, of course, it adds in
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: We tested 18. They have no the important aspect of crime exclusion. That s, it will enable
credibility, none whatsoever. We have the member for Braggeople who so wish it to be recorded so as to be able to be
here who is on the record as saying that our laws are wrongxcluded as a future suspect in relation to a criminal offence.
because we do not need to DNA test Bevan Spencer | have listened to the discussion on both the action—or
Von Einem. We will introduce the second best laws in thelack of it—of the previous government and the considerable
country. They would be the best if we were not beingdelay of this government and, indeed, its change of heart
prevented by the commonwealth minister from introducinghrough the process of introducing this bill to the parliament.
the best. | was at the police ministers conference a short whilé is important to reflect upon the fact that DNA testing did
ago where | supported bringing the Northern Territory on tanot simply drop out of the sky as some sort of panacea,
the CrimTrac system; where | said that, given the points thatinevolved and without defect, in the period leading up to
the member for MacKillop made, 83 per cent of crime is local1998 when the principal act, which is under consideration for
and only 17 per cent crosses state borders; where | said thaview and amendment now, came into the parliament. It is
the states fund the vast bulk of law enforcement; and whera process that has developed over a period of time, and
| said that the Northern Territory should be brought on. | wasaspects of the testing have needed to be cleared up because
told by Senator Chris Ellison that he would not support it. of the fear of false convictions, for example, that may follow.
So it is ridiculous for a member of the Liberal Party to  Let me give an example. In the 1980s, in court proceed-
stand up in this place and complain about DNA testingngs, we regularly used blood tests for parentage testing
laws—after remaining silent for so many years while theprocedures which had been developed over a period of time
former attorney-general had the weakest argument—whiletb match certain characteristics of blood taken from the
go to interstate conferences and get told by their federaklevant parties—the mother, the child and the suspected
minister that we cannot toughen up the laws too much or thefather. A process of blood identification was developed to test
will not allow us on to the CrimTrac system. It is no wonder parentage which evolved over a significant period of time and
that the member scurries out of the room after he has madehich was not without challenge in the courts and not without
his pathetic contribution. defect. If you go back even another 50 years or 60 years and
We then have the member for Bragg who says that we dmok at the history of fingerprints, that is an identification
not need to DNA test Bevan Spencer Von Einem. | do not seprocess which has been developed and which is relied upon
her shaking her head. She knows she is on the record &day, and the persons who are expert in that identification
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process ensure that they produce something that is usefgrotection under this legislation. Even if one or other of her
productive, reliable and upon which conclusions can be safelgarents was aware that this was going on and had refused to
made. give consent, then the police would be able to appropriately
So, | do not have any deep-seated concerns such as thagdise the provisions of this bill to protect the nine year old.
that appear to be frustrating a number of members who havehey could take the sample, even without the nine year old
spoken in this debate—or, at least, those providing thehild’s consent. The 18 year old is a suspect and can have a
unhelpful interjections—about the process of the slow andample taken; the nine year old is a suspected victim and her
careful introduction of a procedure which is, in 2002, seen asample can be taken; but the 14 year old, who is both a
a panacea in crime detection. | think careful consideratiopotential victim and a potential offender, can decline to have
was given, | think careful consideration was deserved, andthe test taken. There are some circumstances—and there will
think careful consideration was necessary. But we are ataways be circumstances in legislation—where one can
stage now when we are called upon as a parliament to malexpose the shortcomings in complex factual situations that
a decision based on what is available to us today—that is, inome before the court. | pondered this situation and wondered
November 2002—as to how it may assist us in the primarjiow one can properly introduce a balance. | have not come
objectives of crime detection and exclusion but, of courseup with an answer, but | have pondered how to best address
having carefully analysed the importance of issues such as
protection of civil liberties. Those issues have been detailed \whijle | commend the categories option, | think it is

in other debates, and | will not traverse them tonight. important that we introduce a simple definition to define to
By introducing a bill in which there are a number of which offences this is to apply. That would be the preferred
categories, the government has attempted—I think admigption. There have been some changes on the part of the
ably—to deal with, on a differential basis, a number ofgovernment. It has flagged its intention to make changes and
different groups of people that can utilise the procedure fofg introduce an amendment to the bill to expand the defini-
exclusion. The detection officers—the Police Force, |nt|0n Indictable offences and a list of some 11 summary
particular—have the opportunity to impose or apply accordpffences are now to be included. We are not quite sure about
ing to the status of the person who is to be tested. It is not ahe exclusion process—as to why only these 11 offences are

easy area in which to identify such groups, but I think it istg pe included—but, nevertheless, there has been an expan-
fair to say that the government has appropriately made thajgn.

differentiation. Where volunteers or persons likely to be . . .
witnesses or victims of an offence are to be tested, the The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: That is all that has been asked
should be treated with respect, and the process of obtaining )
DNA material and recording, storing and disposing of it Ms CHAPMAN: But that does not answer the question
ought to maintain respect for the victim. asto why others have been excluded. | suggest th_ere is an
So, | think the approach is admirable and appropriate, bi®PPOrtunity under the current 1988 act, which provides for
clouded. I think, also, of a case in my previous life involving offence, except a summary offence, that is not punishable by
a family comprising the parents and eight children, four ofmPrisonment or a summary offence that s capable of being
whom were under the age of 18 years. The parties—that i§XPiated. It is my view, and | will be referring to this again
the parents—had separated, and it became clear in the couf@ecommittee—and our lead speaker has foreshadowed an
of the determination of an issue in relation to the fouramendment—that we should be sticking to that definition.
children under the age of 18 years that the 14 year old ha#ihat will provide a simple definition for the enforcement
been the victim of anal rape by the 18 year old brother?ﬁ'cefs to applywhen it comes to the determination of what
Therefore, an adult has perpetrated a sexual offence agaigt0 be categorised.
a 14 year old. Can | say that the Attorney has said this on the record, and
On the face of it, if we were to apply this sort of processl refer to the radio interview of 17 October with Mr Chris
and there was some evidence presented, then, in the procé&surakis QC (the then President of the Law Society) and
of attempting to bring to justice the 18 year old, leaving asidethers. When invited to stay on to listen to other callers and
the processes concerning the fact that he might have been theswer questions, he indicated that he was happy to do so,
victim of something else, someone could take DNA sampleand he went on to say:

from the 14 year old boy. U“d‘?f the provisions of this bill, Itis a new area and people are still coming to terms with it but
the 14 year old boy would be in, I think, category 1. Theyif | do what the Police Association wants, and that is to authorise the
would be seeking to have all the protections that are proposemblice to DNA test everyone who's arrested or charged, then SA will
and, because he is a 14 year old boy—and, therefore, not'@t be able to go onto the national DNA database. My view is, it's

; ; ; ; ry important for SA to give its samples to the national database
protected person under this proposed legislation, that is, ﬁd to be able to compare our profiles from our suspects with the

child over the age of 10—he would be entitled to express &afional data base. . .

view as to whether he wished to be tested. In that circum- ] ) o )

‘I do not want to be tested.’ Under this bill, that wish would 1he opposition’s lead speaker has already commented on this,

be respected and the 14 year old would not be required @nd | suggest that the Tasmanian example gives support and

undertake the procedure, either a blood sample (as propos¥§ight to the fact that a provision in this bill which would

in this bill) or a swab from the mouth. In that case, the 14Pring about application to criminal offences (as defined and

may think in isolation that is okay. from having access to the database and facility of CrimTrac,
The subsequent evidence was that the 14 year old wa) excellent commonwealth initiative. That is a matter

perpetrating sexual activity on his nine year old sister. In thigvhich—

chain of events she is also a victim and she would have The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: It will at least create a risk.
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Ms CHAPMAN: The Attorney suggests that, but there | thank the government for bringing this important piece of
was an opportunity for that to be cleared up and it was notlegislation to the parliament.
| suggest that, in the absence of there being evidence to
suggest the alternative, that is, this is not the Northern MrSNELLING (Playford): |will make a brief contribu-
Territory example, we are adult enough, mature enough arfépn to this debate. | do not want to harp for too long about

intelligent enough to be able to create a bill— the record of the opposition when in government on this issue
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: You get a letter from Senator as that has already been spelt out. While | appreciate that
Ellison saying that. members of the opposition may have had some road to

Ms CHAPMAN: The Attorney interrupts with another Damascus type conversion on the issue of DNA testing, itis
unhelpful interjection. Nevertheless, the Attorney has had little bit rich for members opposite to get up in this place
plenty of time to attend to that. The other matter which land accuse the government of not being tough enough on the
place on the record is that | am not certain about the provisioissue of DNA testing. We had the member for MacKillop
for arrest because we have not seen all the amendments. GsiAnd up at the beginning of the debate and make himself out
I say on the record that all these procedures as they apply to be some long-standing champion of DNA testing. He
suspects, in my view, must be clearly on the basis that thelaims to have made many speeches and on many occasions
suspect is either arrested or charged. It must be clear in thiisen to talk about DNA testing in this place.
bill, no matter what amendments are introduced or ultimately Initially I interjected that on a quick search dansard |
how it turns out, that even if we remove obligations that havesould not find one instance where he had spoken on DNA
otherwise been provided—for instance, to take out ‘necessatiesting, but I now admit that | am wrong as there has been
ly having to be suspicious or relevant’ in relation to theone instance when the member for MacKillop talked about
qualifying aspects—at the very least suspects who are test&NA testing, namely, in his Address in Reply speech this
either have to be arrested or charged. | think that should bgear—long after the departure of the previous attorney-
clear in the bill and I will be looking forward to seeing the general, Trevor Griffin. He talked about it in about 100
amendments to ensure that that survives. words, which was by way of congratulating the government

The only other matter which | will mention briefly relates on the move it was making to expand DNA testing. Other
to the hair sample. This is an interesting thing. | am yet to béhan that, as far as | can find upon a seardHafsard, there
able to imagine how less intrusive the taking of blood fromis not one other instance where the member for MacKillop
afinger prick or opening up someone’s mouth to take a swabas risen in this place to talk about DNA testing.
from inside the mouth is somehow or other less intrusive than The reason for that is that, while members opposite may
taking a hair sample and recovering the root of a piece o$tand up in this place all hairy chested on this issue tonight,
hair. | cannot imagine how any one of them could be more owhen the previous attorney-general, Trevor Griffin, was in
less intrusive than the other, but to exclude the opportunitgffice they were as quiet as mice and did not say a word.
for the forensic person—and this is supported by the police—Fhey could have stood up in their party room and taken on
to be able to take a simple hair sample and to say that thdirevor Griffin on this issue and demanded tougher legisla-
should be excluded as a means upon which this can den, but they did not. As | have said, | do not mind that they
recovered seems to me most unhelpful— might have had a change of heart. That is fine: people change

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: We are not saying that. their minds all the time. But do not get up here and lecture us

Ms CHAPMAN: Certainly the draft bill which | have about not being tough enough on DNA testing. As the
seen suggests that there be a provision for it to be specificalMinister for Police stated eloquently, this legislation goes as

excluded. far as we possibly can, whilst remaining within the boundar-
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: ies of the CrimTrac national DNA database.
Ms CHAPMAN: If | have, | appreciate that. The bill Under the existing legislation, testing is possible only of

provides that the person on whom the procedure is to beffenders convicted after 1998 and only of suspects of an
carried out was under suspicion, having committed a seriousffence that carries a penalty of two years or more—an
offence, and the procedure consists only of taking a samplacredibly restrictive regime, which this bill seeks to over-
from the person’s body by buccal swab or fingerprint for theturn. An order from a magistrate is also needed to carry out
purpose of obtaining a DNA profile of the person. It retainstesting of a suspect. This legislation expands the provision so
the current prohibition on taking out a piece of hair. that all convicted criminals in our prison system can be tested
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: as well as those suspected of any indictable offence or 11 of
Ms CHAPMAN: Hence my very point. On this occasion the listed summary offences—under the foreshadowed
the Attorney’s interjection is useful in that he has identifiedamendments—with the approval of a senior officer of South
that there is that restriction. That is what has been defined #sustralia Police.
the appropriate procedure, although it is not much use if the This is an important provision, because research into
victim’s face is in some way deformed as a result of someriminal activity since the 1980s indicates that often those
process that has occurred and it is not possible to take a swallho commit seemingly minor offences also commit major
or if it is more convenient and easier to take a hair sampleoffences. This goes back to 1982 and the broken windows
Once we have seen the amendments, that may assist us alkitndy conducted by George Kelling and James Q. Wilson.
being able to identify that, but on the face of it | suggest thal heir essay precipitated the zero tolerance regime of Mayor
taking a simple hair sample is appropriate and should be a@Rudy Giuliani, which has seen a massive reduction in crime
option. in New York. It is based on the understanding that people
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: who commit major offences often go through the criminal
Ms CHAPMAN: That is a useful addition but not in the system on much lesser offences. If we give the police the
circumstance where the suspect is not compliant and is ngower to test on seemingly minor summary offences and if
prepared to cooperate. With those few words | will leave anghat information is placed onto the DNA database, there will
further comments to the committee stage, but in conclusiobe the opportunity to clear up hitherto unsolved crimes.
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The summary offences listed are high volume offencesto aid this very important area of dealing with crime and
Large numbers of offenders go through the criminal justicghereby help to secure a safer community.
system in relation to these offences. Under the previous
government—and the Attorney-General may correct me—| Mr MEIER (Goyder): |, too, rise to support this bill and
think only 300 prisoners were tested. Under this legislationindicate that | hope that it will go further than the measure
we would expect that thousands of suspects and criminaRyrrently before us. I have heard on the whisper trail that the
will be tested. government apparently has some amendments that will
| now wish to turn to the comments of the member foréxtend DNA testing. | look forward to seeing those, and | do

Bragg during the Premiers ministerial statement onnOt know why we have been left waiting.

17 October. She said, talking about Bevan Spencer Von The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Waiting? .
Einem: Mr MEIER: | am sorry—are the amendments on file?

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Most of them are, yes. | have
_ ) o _ - told the opposition spokesman what they are.
That just shows gross insensitivity, | think, to the families of My MEIER: | said that on the whisper trail | had heard

possible victims of this person. They have aright to closurethat the government has some more amendments.
If DNA testing can assist in the successful prosecution of The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Yes, we do.

someone for certain CrimeS, the families of those victims have Mr MEIER: That is Why | wonder Why we are kept

a right to closure. Just because the possible offender mayaiting, because the bill has been with us for quite some
already be incarcerated and unable to reoffend, it does n@ine. | do not think it is the ideal way to deal with legislation,
mean that there is not a need for trials on those offences. A&Jt | will not go into that. My view has been fa|r|y clear—

I said, the families of those victims have a right to closure, The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Ever since you got into
and the community also has a right to expect those cases gposition!

be followed through to their conclusion and notjustto be left = \r MEIER: No, it is interesting that the Attorney should

hanging in the air because the possible offender is alreadjse that. If my memory serves me correctly, either last year
incarcerated. | also point out that Bevan Spencer Von Einergy the year before (and | think it was in relation to the
has a non-parole period set—36 years, from memory—angstaplishment of CrimTrac) the regulations came before the

will potentially be released. | refute, in the strongest possibl¢_egis|ative Review Committee. Who sought to oppose the
terms, the comment of the member for Bragg that ‘VonpNA testing?

Einem is already in prison. He doesn’'t need a DNA test. Mr Brokenshire: Labor!

I welcome this bill. 1 will not pretend that | have stoodup ~ Mr MEIER: The Labor members sought to oppose what
every week, as have other members, to spout on about DNéhe government wanted to introduce by way of regulations—
testing. But as | have gone around the Neighbourhood Watchs did the Democrat member, if my memory serves me
groups in my electorate, | have seen a tremendous amount @rrectly. Here we have the holier than thou Labor members
interest in the potential of DNA testing. | think that this saying, ‘You didn’t do anything in government.’ We certainly
legislation is a tremendous improvement on the previougid, but what was the situation? The Labor and Democrat
government’s legislation. | commend the Attorney-Generafnembers said, ‘We won't allow you to go as far as you want
for bringing it to the parliament, and | commend the bill to to | well remember the debate in the Legislative Review
the house. Committee. A few hypocrites here tonight are trying to throw

the attack back onto the Liberal Party when it was in

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | support this important measure, government, because the Labor Party would not let us
and | commend the government for bringing it to the houseproceed as we had wanted.

Hopefully, we will have sensible legislation on deoxyribonu- The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order,
cleic (DNA) testing. As the Attorney-General, the Minister Mr Speaker.

for Police and my colleagues on this side have stated, itis The SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. the Attorney-General
important to embrace this important tool to aid in the solvinghas a point of order.

of crime—because it is a tool: it will not do it in itself. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: My understanding is that
Provided it has the protection of civil liberties, as the membethe use of the term ‘hypocrites’, when it applies to identified
for Bragg outlined in.her contribution, | beligve itis the right individuals, is always an unparliamentary expression. |
way to go. And provided that we are consistent and able t@nderstand that the member for Goyder was applying it to
use the federal database, CrimTrac (and there are wiser heageakers for the government tonight, of whom there have
than me in this area of law), | believe that we will be able topeen only two: the Minister for Police and Emergency
achieve that. Services and the member for Playford. Therefore, | ask the

Not to embrace DNA testing would be like going back to member for Goyder to withdraw the application of the word
using horsedrawn carriages instead of modern motor vehiclelsypocrites’ to them, particularly as they were not members
to chase criminals. DNA is available to us; it is an extensiorof the Legislative Review Committee.
of fingerprinting, and it makes sense. As | have said, provided The SPEAKER: On the first point, the Attorney-General
we respect the rights of individuals, who are innocent untils quite right: the use of the word ‘*hypocrite’ as it applies to
proven guilty, we should embrace this legislation. any individual is unparliamentary and will not be tolerated.

I look forward to the contributions of the other membersOn the second point, he is quite mistaken. The member for
who have looked at this bill in more detail to make sure thatGoyder simply referred to the broad class of the members of
when we reach the committee stage, the legislation thahe government and then went on to raise the point about the
passes through this house is sensible and is congruent wiplosition taken by the Labor Party in the Legislative Review
the federal legislation. Criminals have no boundaries oCommittee. | presume he was relying on his personal
borders. So, if the legislation is congruent and is consisterknowledge of what was said there. He certainly at no time in
with our democratic approach to civil liberties, it makes senseny understanding of what he was saying reflected on any of

Von Einem is already in prison. He doesn’t need a DNA test.
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the members of the Labor Party, that is, government membeegree that the Attorney has brought to the parliament an
who have contributed to the debate this evening. excellent bill in that it dramatically improves the resources
Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, thank you for your ruling. | am available to the police, and that clearly must be a step
happy to withdraw the word ‘hypocrite’ if it is offensive; forward—a big step forward. As the member for Goyder very
there are no problems there. The point | was trying to gegharitably said, this is something for which the Attorney-
across is that it was unbelievable that members of the currefieneral and the government should be commended.
government were seeking to attack members of the opposition We should remember that DNA is a tool; it is not an
for not having done something in relation to DNA when, if answer. Itis a tool in the same way as a fingerprint is a tool,
my memory serves me correctly, its representatives in thand in the same way as other evidence gathered at a crime
Legislative Review Committee were not at all supportive ofscene is a tool. It is important that DNA not be over-sold to
DNA testing as we wanted it. | remind the Attorney-Generalthe public as a panacea for all crimes, because it is not. It is
that we did not have the numbers in the upper house to ggrobably for this reason, at least in part, that the government
things through, so we obviously had to tread carefully. Wehas tried to use the technology that is now available in its
could not proceed as we wanted to. It is all very well for themmost efficient way to get the best possible outcome, given the
to attack the former attorney and ask, ‘Why didn’t you bringfact that, as we all understand, there is not unlimited money
in more DNA?" We know what would have happened—it available to be devoted to DNA testing.
would have been defeated in the upper house by the Labor |f we were not worried about having a police force,
Party and the Democrats, at the very least. hospitals or schools, we could have everybody DNA tested
An honourable member interjecting: and a computer program that would deal with all those things,
Mr MEIER: As | just said, our moves in the Legislative and possibly that would be a fine thing. Of course, that is not
Review Committee were opposed by the Labor Party and th&e situation that we are in. However, a valuable tool is
Democrats in the first instance. | will not proceed with that.available and everyone agrees that this bill, if enacted into
This bill is going a long way in the right direction. | am law, will dramatically improve the situation. That seems to
pleased to see it before us. Over the last year or even longd¢ a large step in the right direction.
the media have highlighted quite a few examples of crimes Some of the speakers on the other side have indicated a
that have been solved because DNA tests have becongencern that not enough testing will occur. It seems from
available. | personally believe that anyone arrested for awhat | have heard of the debate that that might be a reason-
offence should have a DNA sample taken—and | go rightably cheap shot, because | am advised by the Attorney and
across the board, for all offences. | do not see a problem ithose who advise him that it is very important for South
having all people DNA tested, but at this stage it would neeghustralia to be a participant in the CrimTrac system. Unless
to be on a voluntary basis. We have seen so many crimesur legislation broadly conforms with the CrimTrac arrange-
solved, so what is against it? | have heard some argumenyigents, we will not be able to participate in the system and,
against it, but then again people can always plant evidencgg a result, there will be circumstances in which criminals
and itis one of the difficulties in solving criminal cases. | do mqying between jurisdictions will be able to take advantage

not want to hold up the debate. Other members have said thg e hon-compliant nature of South Australia’s records.
various things that | wanted to say in support of this Ieg'SIaThat would be a travesty.

tion. | wish ita speedy passage, and | compliment the Labor 16 jgea that we should be giving up the opportunity of
Party for introducing it now while in government. Itis a pity ye|ing with people who move across this continent simply
that th.e,fe Was not a more positive response when it was i order to have a broader range of tests conducted on South
opposition. Australian citizens seems to be a false economy. Indeed, it
. ) . ) would not be an economy at all because it would be very
Mr RAU (Enfield): I rise to speak briefly on this matter. expensive. So, | am very pleased to see that everybody seems
I thank the member for Goyder for what was on the whole &g pe in agreement that this is a step forward, and I, like the

very charitable contribution on the subject. That is all theprevious speaker, hope that this bill receives a speedy passage
better for the spirit of the parliament, and | commend him forthrough this and the other place.

that. | was obviously not a member of the previous parliament

and, as a new person in this place, all | can say about this The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON secured the adjournment of
matter is what | know of it in my brief period as a participant the debate.

in the legislative process. | am simply asking myself one

question: is this bill an improvement on the present arrange- ADJOURNMENT

ments in relation to DNA testing and the resources available

to our police? | have not heard a single speaker in this At 11.30 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday
parliament say anything to the contrary. Everybody seems t80 November at 2 p.m.



