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The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, assented to t
following bills:

Constitution (Ministerial Offices) Amendment,

Law Reform (Delay in Resolution of Personal Injury
Claims),

Legislation Revision and Publication,

ELECTRICITY, RETAIL COMPETITION

In reply toHon W.A. MATTHEW (Estimates Committee A,
6 August).

The Hon P.F. CONLON: The commencement of full retail
competition impacts upon a number of complex computer systems
required for processing customer transfers, for meter reading and for
dispatching of information to NEMMCO and other retailers. ETSA
Utilities has advised that whilst it is working towards preparing these
systems as a matter of urgency, they will not be ready for 1 January
2003. ETSA Utilities has confirmed however that it remains strongly

ﬁgmmitted to ensuring a market start on that date.

Accordingly, ETSA Utilities is developing a number of interim
arrangements to be utilised until all computer-based systems become
operational.

Officers from the Department of Treasury and Finance as well
as the Essential Services Commission are working closely with AGL,
ETSA Utilities and NEMMCO on the development of the interim
solution. TXU and Origin Energy are also involved in these

Ombudsman (Honesty and Accountability in Governmentfiscussions and have been consulted throughout the process. | am

Amendment,

Stamp Duties (Gaming Machine Surcharge) Amendmenﬁl

Statutes Amendment (Attorney-General’s Portfolio),
Statutes Amendment (Corporations—Financial Service
Reform),

Statutes Amendment (Stamp Duties and Other Measure#ﬁ?

Statutes Amendment (Transport Portfolio).

WIND POWER

advised that the interim solution will consist of a combination of
utomated and manual systems which will understandably have more
nite capabilities than the fully automated systems but will allow for
an orderly transfer process.

S The aim of these discussions is to ensure the government and
regulator are satisfied with the interim solution and to mitigate the
pact on customers or the entry of potential new retailers into the
rket.

| assure you however that this does not in any way alter the
government's commitmenbta 1 January 2003 start date.

a

CRIME PREVENTION

A petition signed by 1 096 residents of South Australia,
requesting that the house take whatever action is needed to .. 140 M.J. ATKINSON: The funding allocated for the local

approve and encourage the Myponga wind farm project fogrime prevention program for 2002-2003 is $600 000. To assess the
the benefit of the people of the southern region and the stateost effective way this funding can be used, a review process was
was presented by the Hon. J.W. Weatherill. agreed between the state government and the Local Government
Petition received Association (LGA) on 23 July, 2002. The terms of reference for the
: review were agreed, and the review commenced on 17 September,
2002.
In the meantime, from late July to early September, 2002, it was
agreed with the LGA that the crime prevention unit meet separately
The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answer to the with councils funded through the program. The purpose of these

In reply toHon. R.G. KERIN (17 October).

QUESTION ON NOTICE

schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed i
Hansard No. 27.

information on the current processes, and to discuss ways to assist
rograms continue while the review was undertaken. The meetings
luded discussion of the following matters:

inc
MEDIA MONITORING UNIT

In reply to Hon.D.C.KOTZ (Estimates Committee B,
1 August).

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: The Media Monitoring Unit
(MMU) was first established by the former Liberal government in
the premier’s office to provide a comprehensive range of media
monitoring and transcription services only to the then premier and
ministers.

This government continued to operate the MMU which was
transferred to my responsibility as of 1 July 2002.

As previously mentioned in Estimates Committee, the media
monitoring unit has been the subject of a review that has now been
completed.

The services provided by the MMU during the previous
government will be maintained, but now it also provides media

The establishment of the agreed LGA/state government review
of crime prevention funding, which emerged from the meeting
between the president of the LGA and the Attorney-General on
23 July, 2002.

Assist programs to continue until 31 December, 2002 while the
review process was undertaken. This included discussions on
current commitments for each program, and the amount of funds
remaining to each program from 2001-2002. It was identified that
any further funding required to support each area’s commitments
would need to be sourced from the $600 000 available for
2002-2003, as it was reaffirmed that $600 000 was the total
amount available for the program for 2002-03.

The remaining funds from the $600 000 would be required to
underpin the development of the future directions from the
LGA/state government review, which was due to report eight
weeks from its commencement.

In view of the timing of these separate meetings with councils,

monitoring services to all South Australian members of parliamenho advice was given, or could be given, about the future directions

free of charge.
Services offered to Members of Parliament include:

for the local crime prevention program. It was clearly stated to all
areas that the state government had committed to the review, and

Subject-based radio news/talkback précis, emailed three timegould await the outcome of this process.

a day Mon.-Fri., covering periods:

An interim report from the review was presented to both the

Précis 1: 6 a.m.-9 a.m.—summary of live monitored newspresident of the LGA and the Attorney-General in late October,
and talkback, plus additional scanned morning news and talk2002, and that Report is now being considered.

back items

Précis 2: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.—summary of live monitored news

HOSPITALS, CEDUNA

and talkback, plus previous night’s scanned 6 p.m.-midnight

talkback (on Monday includes Fri., Sat. and Sun. nights’ talk-

back)

In reply toMrs PENFOLD (23 October).
The Hon. L. STEVENS: In November 2000 the Ceduna District

Précis 3: 1 p.m.-6 p.m.—summary of live monitored newsHealth Services Board (the board) commissioned a review of its

and talkback

obstetric service by Dr Brian Pridmore, director of obstetrics and



2110 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 4 December 2002

gynaecology, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, in response to concerns The issue of emergency admissions of women in labour has been
about the safety of the service. addressed through criteria and practice protocols within the proposal.
This review indicated that the safety of obstetric patients inA midwife and a general practitioner will be in attendance at all
Ceduna was questionable due to the fact that there was only orneliveries.
resident general practitioner with appropriate skills in additiontothe  Staff working within the midwifery service will be employed
low number of available midwives. The board therefore suspendedccording to appropriate award conditions. An agreement has been
this service in December 2000. established with the ERHS to compliment the wages costs with a
Since that time considerable work has been invested in estalgontribution of funds.
lishing a sustainable medical practice with the skills required to meet The steering group will have an action plan for the imple-
the needs of the community. The board has now established amdentation and evaluation of the service by the end of November
manages the Ceduna family medical practice. This initiative has bee2002, and preliminary discussion has indicated that the service will
developed in partnership with the University of Adelaide. Thebe available for the community by approximately April 2003.
practice currently employs two doctors, with negotiations underway It has been ascertained that the success of the implementation will
to secure a third doctor later this year. In conjunction with thebe reliant upon a comprehensive marketing campaign that will
medical officer from Ceduna Koonibba Aboriginal Health Service,reinforce the constraints of the service and the possible benefits to
Ceduna now has two medical staff who possess the necessary skillee community. The ERHS has agreed to support this specific com-
to maintain an appropriate obstetric service and an associatggbnent of the plan with funds.
anaesthetic service.
During the period of suspension, the Department of Human PAPERS TABLED
Services (DHS) approved the use of the patient assisted transport
scheme for people in Ceduna who have to travel to a larger centre . : .
for confinen?entp,) even though the referral is not to a gpecialist The following papers were laid on the table:
obstetrician. This helps to defray the additional costs that families By the Speaker—

have to meet. o ) Pursuant to Section 131 of the Local Government Act
The current difficulty now surrounds the availability of mid- 1999 the following reports of Local Councils—

wives. Ceduna currently has only three part-time practising midwives Berri Barmera Council—Report 2001-02

on the staff. One of these lives at Penong, some 70 km out of Ceduna City of Mittham—Report 2001-02

and is therefore not available to be called upon after hours. With this Citty of West Torrens—Report 2001-02

level of staff it is impossible for the hospital to offer a full obstetric District Council of Coorong—Report 2001-02

Ser\lltli:se;anticipato:—zd that there may be five or six cases per year where District Council of Le Hunte—Report 2001-02

it is determined early in the pregnancy, on medical grounds, that a D|st2r6c81(_:85ncn of Renmark Paringa—Report

planned caesarean will be required for delivery. This is a decision I :
made by the doctor, based on the history and medical status of the B!str!cz gounc!: 0; _?trt_eaky Bsy—Fiez%%r; 200201'02
patient. This service does not constitute an offer to the community IStrict Louncil ot Tatiara—Repor i
to elect to have their baby locally by caesarean section. By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—
sur;-rrrzz;issselﬁjezsl?gﬁ(l)\\/xsg In recruiting midwives to Ceduna can be Police Superannuation Board—Report 2001-02
- Ceduna is remote from Adelaide (850km); By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—
There are limited opportunities for employment of partners; Regulations under the following Acts—
The anticipated birth rate is sixty to eighty per annum, meaning gLe al Practitioners—Fees 9
that the rate of exposure to deliveries per midwife is low. Career Wr%n s Act—Personal Iniury Liabilit
midwives would not be enticed in terms of volume of experience; g T jury Yy
Career advancement in terms of higher classification is limited; By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. M.J.
Remuneration is currently no better than can be gained in anptkinson)—
other public hospital in the state;

State-wide shortages mean that employment opportunities exist ~ Regulations under the following Acts—

in metropolitan or larger rural centres with greater exposure to Liquor Licensing— i

deliveries and the same rates of pay. Oakbank School Exemption _

The Ceduna District Health Services’ Ceduna Hospital, with the Dry Areas Glenelg, Brighton, Seacliff '
support of the Eyre Regional Health Service (ERHS), is investigating Trade Measurement—Temperature Compensation
alternative models of service provision. . Bythe Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon.

Whilst these alternatives are being explored the hospital i§ p Hill)—
continuing to try and recruit midwives in the normal fashion but,” ="
given the issues mentioned above, any success is likely to be Correctional Services Advisory Council—Report
opportunistic and related to partners of teachers, police or other 2001-02
people moving to the area. o - P

On 7 November 2002 a workshop was held to explore and acce By Fhe Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts (Hon.
a restricted model of midwifery care for Ceduna and the surroundin?D- Hill)—
community. Outcomes of the meeting included: Carrick Hill Trust—Report 2001-02

midwifery practices to be provided according to the SA maternal History Trust of South Australia—Report 2001-02

and neonatal services guidelines 2000; , o Windmill Performing Arts Company—Report 2001-02

the service to cater for the expected twenty ‘low risk’ deliveries . . .

each year that will occur in the area. By the Minister for Social Justice (Hon. S.W. Key)—

Aboriginal community health workers, hospital staff, domiciliary Supported Residential Facilities Advisory Committee,
care workers, community health staff, local general practitioners, the Activities of the—Report for the Period July 2001—
ERHS and the board agree on the model of care. A steering group December 2001

has been established to support the implementation and evaluation - . .
of the proposal. Support will be provided by the ERHS and DHS. ~ BY the Minister for Tourism (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—

Pregnant women in the community will have access to antenatal Ministerial Statement—South Australian Sheep Advisory
and postnatal care from a shared care model that will be provided by Group
the midwives, local general practitioners and Aboriginal health South Australian Sheep Advisory Group—Report 2001-02
workers. Antenatal and postnatal clinics will be provided locally at - .
the established different service centres. By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further

Patients accepted into the midwifery care service at CedunawifEducation (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—
be assessed as being low risk’ as per the designated criteriathathas ~ Education Adelaide—Report 2001-02
been established through consultation with the multidisciplinary By the Minister for Gambling (Hon. J.W. Weatherill)—
team.* high risk’ women will be transferred to a health centre with ) - ) c
more appropriate facilities, as is the practice now. Authorised Betting Operations Act Review—Report
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By the Minister for Local Government (Hon. R.J. commitment to achieving better government for South

McEwen)— Australians through the principles of openness, participation
Local Government Grants Commission—Report 2001-02 and accountability.
Local Council By-Laws— In conclusion, | would like to take this opportunity to
Kingston District Council— encourage all information and communication service
mg- ;:,\P/I%r\/”;g%g”gi Prtlesnaltles providers—local, national and international—to participate
No. 3—Local Goverr?ment Land i_n the competition for these extremely important opportuni-
No. 4—Roads ties.
No. 5—Dogs. Members interjecting:
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Talk to me about the EDS
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION contract any day.
TECHNOLOGY Members interjecting:

] The SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Minister for
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave  Government Enterprises.
to make a ministerial statement. The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
Leave granted. o The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier has
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Irise to inform the house of the completed his statement. If he wishes to speak to members
status of the review into the provision of Information andgpposite, he is liberty to cross the floor, acknowledge the
Communication Technology (ICT) services to govemmenghair, sit beside them and discuss it in a civil manner.
into the future. As members would be aware, some Seven The Hon, W.A. Matthew interjecting:
years ago the previous (Liberal) government outsourced the The SPEAKER: And that includes the member for
management of its information technology services to EDSgyignt. If he wishes to speak to the Deputy Premier, he, t0o,
The value of this nine year contract was estimated to be in thgay cross the floor, acknowledge the chair, and sit next to the
range of $550 million to $600 million. Seven years on, Wepenty Premier and have a conversation which does not

have recognised that government requirements in the areapferrupt the proceedings of the chamber. The Minister for
information and communication technology have changedsgyernment Enterprises.

This is due partly to the way that modern governments
operate and also to the way that people and businesses wish EYRE PENINSULA WATER RESTRICTIONS
to interact with governments and to access services.
With the current contract with EDS due to expire on  The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Government
5 June 2005, the government has recently approved a revieinterprises): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
of the full range of existing information and communication  Leave granted.
technology service arrangements for the South Australian The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | wish to advise the house of
government. This review will lead to the government offeringthe imposition of water restrictions on the Eyre Peninsula,
to the marketplace, in mid 2003, the opportunity to provideeffective from midnight tomorrow night. As the house will
arange of ICT services in a number of open and competitiveemember, the government announced a three pronged
tendering processes. The total value of the ICT services aapproach to the water issue on the Eyre Peninsula, involving
offer will be almost $1 billion over a five year period. This a commitment to build a desalination plant to treat water from
will include a number of ICT services currently managed bythe Tod Reservoir, increasing reliance on re-use water and the
the Department of Administrative and Information Servicesdevelopment of a water conservation program.
under whole of government contracts. Water conservation has been a high profile issue on Eyre
| wish to make it clear that the government has noPeninsula for many years. Unfortunately, despite some very
intention of merely re-signing its existing contract with EDS successful and notable efforts, water consumption on Eyre
or any other current ICT service provider, for that matter. WePeninsula for the period from July to October, at 2 675 mega-
intend to conduct a highly competitive process designed ttitres, was the highest on record and, whereas consumption
ensure value for money and the delivery of world-class ICTslowed slightly in November, it continues to be well above
services to government. target. | am advised that the increase in water use appears to
The current EDS contract contains important stateée in the rural sector and that PIRSA, SA Water, and the
economic development criteria aimed at growing the local ITDepartment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation
industry in this state. The government acknowledges that thigre working to determine the reasons for this increase.
has been an important factor in positioning South Australia In the meantime, in order to avoid over-extraction of the
as a recognised centre for world-class ICT services angroundwater basins, it has become necessary to introduce
products, and it will pursue appropriate economic developrestrictions. These restrictions are designed to ensure that
ment arrangements with future service providers. non-essential water use is kept to a minimum. For domestic
The first stage of the review has highlighted the need taisers, the restrictions affect the watering of lawns and
seek information and communication services appropriate tgardens, filling of pools, spas and ponds, and the washing of
the government’s requirements over the next few years ratheehicles, windows and paved areas. Other restrictions apply
than to simply renegotiate services as described under the rural use, including irrigation, commercial use, and the
existing contracts. Although the contract arrangements, anglatering of public parks and sports grounds.
indeed the technologies themselves, are complex, the goal for The restrictions will remain in force until consumption
government remains simple: we seek to provide the besgturns to target levels. The government is committed to the
standard of services to the people of this state at the bestanagement of Eyre Peninsula’s water resources, and this is
value for taxpayers. seen as a necessary step to ensure the long-term sustainability
The process will be conducted openly with a high degre®f the ground water basins. For people seeking additional
of probity and integrity in line with the government’s information on the restrictions, SA Water has set up a hotline
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number 1800 130 952. In addition, the restrictions will be ~ Mr HANNA (Mitchell): 1 bring up the 18th report of the
widely advertised through the media, including the placementommittee.

of advertisements on radio and in tRert Lincoln Timesthe Report received.

West Coast Sentinahd theEyre Peninsula Tribune

HOSPITALS, INFECTION QUESTION TIME

The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek DROUGHT

leave to make a ministerial statement. "
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): Mr

Leave granted. Speaker, with your forbearance, | wish the new Minister for
The Hon. L. STEVENS: | table the report of the Review Trade and Regional Development, Minister for Local

of Infection Control in South Australian Metropolitan Government and Minister Assisting the Minister for

Hospitals. This inquiry was undertaken in response t . - .
incidents of hospital acquired infections that occurred fron?;ﬁggéagﬁ?r;e Relations all the best n the considerable tasks

late last year at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, the Women’s L . . .
and Children’s Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, My question is directed to the Premier. Given in Septem-

These incidents, which led to a compromise in patient caré).erthe Premier claimed he was fast-tra_cking the_exceptional
raised an understandable public concern about the safetyS cumstances assessment process, will he advise the house
their hospitals. The investigation was led by Dr Pete y it took until today for the federal government to receive

Brennan and was conducted by a team of interstate experigIe South Australian applications? A new system providing

The report found that, in the main, public confidence in armers with immediate access to financial assistance, while
our hospitals could be assured. However, it was also cle

drrought applications are assessed, was introduced by the
that there was room for improvement. The report ha‘FT‘ederaI government in September this year. In September, the
provided a range of recommendations to increase the safety

remier advised the federal minister as follows:
of service provision, and it provides for additional vigilance. Myt.govelm.me”t i? accelerating tne assessment of e”gib”.iéy for
o . : exceptional circumstances support! request that you consider
The Department of Human Services is now consulting publlfjese applications as a matter of urgency.

and private sector hospitals on the recommendations, an

expect to receive the outcome of that consultation within thét 'S Now December and the federal government has only just
next few weeks, together with an implementation plan, Thé0day received an application from the South Australian
implementation plan will then drive service improvementsdovernment. South Australian farmers affected by drought

that will ensure greater safety from hospital acquiredqﬁve been forced to wait more than two months to access a
infections in our hospitals. Sharé—

The SPEAKER: Order! As much as that may be interest-
SCHOOLS, GLENELG NORTH ing, it is opinion and unnecessary in explanation of the
meaning of the question. The Premier.

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am very pleased that
Children’s Services):| seek leave to make a brief ministerial the Leader of the Opposition has asked this question, but |
statement. also take this opportunity to welcome to Executive Council,

Leave granted. cabinet and the front bench of this parliament the new

The Hon. P.L. WHITE: On 19 November 2002, the Minister for Trade and Regional Development, Minister for
member for Morphett asked me during question time whethekocal Government and Minister Assisting the Minister for
plans were being investigated to build a new primary schodFederal/State Relations. The Leader of the Opposition should
and a new secondary school in Glenelg North. | can confirnlpe aware, as a former minister for primary industries, of the
my answer to the house, and | can now provide the furthegircumstances that we face. | strongly advise members
information that | undertook to obtain. The department ha®Pposite—
advised that it has no knowledge of, or information about, a Members interjecting:
proposal to build a government school in the Glenelg North  The Hon. M.D. RANN: No, you just listen. | strongly
area or to acquire land to build a school in the area. The Noradvise members opposite to get on the phone and talk to the
government Schools Secretariat has advised that there isSmuth Australian Farmers Federation about what happened
submission for the establishment of a new non-governmerturing our tour of various areas of the state, including
school in the Grange area, but there have been no requests Karoonda, the Mallee, the North East Pastoral District, the

approval for a new school in the Glenelg North area. Central North, and places such as Carrieton and Orroroo. As
a state government, we acted incredibly quickly to approve
SHEEP ADVISORY GROUP $5 million of state funding for assistance for drought relief.
Unlike our opponents, we went out and asked the South
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour- Australian Farmers Federation to assist us in that. We acted

ism): | lay on the table a copy of a ministerial statementwith resolve and quickly, and have been applauded by the
relating to the South Australian Sheep Advisory Group mad&outh Australian Farmers Federation. | invite the Leader of

in the other place. the Opposition to check on the records for the public
statements that were made about what we did in terms of our
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE assistance.

. ) . But the reason that | wrote to the Prime Minister—and |
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): 1 bring up the 17th reportofthe  ¢ap, inform the house that | will be meeting with the Prime

committee. _ Minister in Canberra tomorrow night and on Friday—is that
Report received and read. I have asked, as the Leader of the Opposition well knows, for
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the issue of federal drought relief to be put on the agenda afot in a position to prepare for the severe conditions of 2002
the coming Council for Australian Governments, or Premiersthrough their normal risk management processes. Senior
Conference. | did so for this reason. The fact is that it is likeofficers from Primary Industries and Resources are due to
negotiating Hampton Court maze for us in South Australiameet their federal counterparts tomorrow in Canberra to
or anywhere else in Australia to get certainty of receivingprogress negotiations concerning South Australia’s two
funds. exceptional circumstances applications.

So, officers, who used to report to the Leader of the We also wish to advise members that, following a request
Opposition and for whom he has the highest regard, becaus®m the community services committee of the South
he told me during the time of the assessment of the droughfjustralian Farmers Federation and the South Australian
have been basically applying to try to make sure that farmer&ssociation of Rural Counselling Services, we have approved
in South Australia qualify. They could have sent off a fax. la one-month extension to allow the state’s farmers and
wrote to the minister, and | have also written to the Primegraziers to apply for individual support grants under the state
Minister. The officers making the assessment could have jugfovernment’s drought assistance package. The closing date
sent off a fax, and that would have apparently pleased thfar applications for individual business support is now 28
opposition. However, it would not have meant that farmerd-ebruary 2003.
in this state could possibly have qualified for exceptional So, tomorrow night | will be meeting with the Prime
circumstances assistance. That is why | have asked—andJinister, John Howard, and will be asking him to make it
have made this quite apparent publicly as well as to theasier for farmers to ensure that they get federal drought
opposition—for a complete streamlining of the proceduresssistance. That is what we have done in South Australia. We
and processes to qualify for exceptional circumstancegery quickly and speedily provided $5 million worth of
assistance. | will now ensure that members are educated ab@gsistance and have been applauded by the South Australian
what is going on. Farmers Federation for the speed and resolve with which we

Two applications have been forwarded to the commonhave acted. However, we have made it very clear now for
wealth Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestssome time, including in my submissions to the federal
(the Hon. Warren Truss, MP) for assessment on the declargevernment, that we believe that exceptional circumstances
tion of exceptional circumstances. The areas sought fgsrovisions under the federal drought conditions are far too
declaration are: the central north-east pastoral regiorpnerous and make it very hard for exceptional circumstances
comprising the Northern Flinders Ranges and north-eagirovisions to apply.
pastoral soil conservation districts, parts of the eastern | wanted it placed firmly on the agenda of the coming
districts, Central Flinders Ranges and Marree soil consepremiers conference. | wanted it listed as a keynote issue at
vation districts; secondly, the Murray Mallee region, the coming Council of Australian Governments. Unfortunate-
comprising the hundreds of Bowhill, Vincent, Wilson, ly, | have been advised by the Prime Minister that it can be
McPherson, Hooper, Mamon Jubuk, Molineaux, Auld,considered only in terms of other business. Well, | have
Billiatt, Kingsford, Peebinga, Pinnaroo, Parilla, Bews, Cottonsupport from the other premiers, and | intend to raise
and part of Price. exceptional circumstances at the premiers conference. | will

Pastoralists in the Central North-East of South Australishe asking the Prime Minister of Australia to treat this drought
have suffered a series of adverse events, including flooés an utmost national priority because we are facing a
ineffective rainfall patterns, locust and grasshopper plaguesational crisis across the country.
and now severe drought. Farmers in the Murray Mallee of However, the Leader of the Opposition, who is so
South Australia have suffered from severe frost damage timterested that he is involved in other discussions, would be
crops in 2000 and 2001 followed by the drought of this yearaware that farmers in the north-east pastoral districts talked
In both cases it is considered that the exceptional circumabout non-successive years of drought. Farmers in the Mallee
stances criteria have been met and the commonwealtalked about the conditions that they had in terms of frost and
minister has been urged to give speedy deliberation of thether conditions in successive years. So, did the Leader of the
applications so that these farmers and graziers may recei@pposition, when minister in charge of agriculture, apply for

additional urgently required support. exceptional circumstances for these farmers, and what was
In South Australia we have attempted to adhere to thehe result?

national drought policy of 1992 and avoid confusing farmers
through drought or other forms of declaration. However, to PREMIER’S COUNCIL FOR WOMEN
ensure that South Australian farmers and graziers are not
discriminated against through a recent change in the Ms RANKINE (Wright): My questionis directed to the
commonwealth requirements in applying for exceptionaPremier. What arrangements have been put in place to
circumstances, the government has formally endorsed tippoint the Premier’s Council for Women?
areas proposed in the applications to be in drought for the Members interjecting:
purposes of exceptional circumstances. We have done this on The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am happy for the
the predication that such a declaration does not infer anghadow minister to be consulted—we can give her briefings
other commitment to this state nor will be used in any otheif that would be helpful to her and if it is an area of interest
manner than in meeting the commonwealth’s requirement4o her.

In submitting the application for commonwealth consider-  An honourable member interjecting:
ation, we have also advised minister Truss of the substantial The Hon. M.D. RANN: That’s right. She is making her
assistance package to drought affected farmers in this statan, | know: profile, profile, profile. Yesterday, | was pleased
that I announced on 12 October 2002. While much of Southo announce that 14 outstanding women from all walks of life
Australia has had quite reasonable seasonal conditiofgve been appointed to a new Premier’s Council for Women.
leading up to this drought, farmers in the two areas proposelefore the state election—
for declaration have had one or more adverse years and were Members interjecting:
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: Took us long enough? Members Australian Museum, a former champion swimmer and
opposite should look at the difference between Labor’s fronsomeone with a keen interest palaeontology; Dr Daniella
bench and their front bench when it comes to women'Costa, Senior Medical Practitioner, Women’s Health
representation. There is absolutely no comparison. We hav&atewide; Danielle Grant, small business owner, elite netball
four senior cabinet ministers. How many senior womerplayer and captain of the now defunct Ravens netball team;
cabinet ministers did the Leader of the Opposition have wheBeborah Thiele, farmer and grazier, who would be well
he was premier? known to most members opposite; Barbara Garret, President,

Mr Koutsantonis: He sacked the one he had. SA Council for Social Services; Maggie Beer, restaurateur,

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am told that he apparently food writer and producer; and Sue Lamshed, State Manager
sacked one that he had. Is that right? | cannot believe thatof Telstra Corporate Affairs.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier knows that it is  Let us just summarise: there are four senior women on
answer time for him, not question time. Labor’s front bench. | challenge, in a positive and bipartisan

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Apparently Diana Laidlaw went  way, the Leader of the Opposition to promote the member for
freely. Before the state election, | announced that | wanted Bragg to the front bench of the opposition so that both sides
council for women to focus purely on issues facing Southcan show commitment to women.

Australian women. As a government we recognise that the

best way to adequately match government programs and

services with women’s needs is to give women the lead in DROUGHT RELIEF

making decisions that directly impact upon their lives. .

| am delighted that such a representative group of talented The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
and committed women have accepted my invitation to pdVill the Tre_asurer assure the house that fundlr_lg_ required for
members of the council, which will report directly to me and drought relief will not be sourced from the remaining reduced
to the Minister for the Status of Women. This, of course, is”/RSA budget? On Friday last week, when the primary
not an elitist body but one grounded in commonsense thApdustries minister ann_ounced that 40 jobs would be cut from
will ensure that a wide range of women'’s issues receive thi’€ Department of Primary Industries and the South Aust-
attention they deserve. | expect the council to providéa“an Research and Development Institute, he also admitted
leadership to the work of the Office for the Status of Womenthat more jobs might be lost in order to fund the drought
to ensure that the government receives expert policy advic@ssistance package.
to drive a positive agenda for South Australian women. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): As | have said

The council will also play an important role in measuring repeatedly in this house, when we came to office we were met
the progress being made in our legislative and other achievith a significant financial mess that we had to clean up. That
ments. Admlnlstratlve a_md project support to the council W'”required urgent, swift action from the government to arrest
be provided by the Office for the Status of Women. All they, ¢ gjgnificant financial errors that the former government
women invited to be part of this council have an excellen%ad made. What we had to do was institute budget cuts in
understanding of current issues facing women. f3 ¢ t outl i order t

An honourable member interjecting: E€XCcess of 5 per cent across government outiays in order to

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Whose mother? meet the significant deficits that we were left with. | did not

An honourable member: Tom’s mum. like to do that and I did not want to do that. However,

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Members were selected becausePecause we are a financially responsible government, we had
of their intimate knowledge of issues related to Aboriginalto do it. And the job is not over: | have made no secret of that.
women, cultural diversity, domestic violence, disability, The first budget of the Labor government was the first
ageing, education, business, regional and rural affairs andstalment in putting this state back on track as far as fiscal
health. The council will be chaired by Dr Ingrid Day, the outcomes are concerned. We will be a government of the
senior lecturer in communications and media at the Univernighest fiscal standard that this state has seen for decades.
sity of South Australia. Dr Day’s main professional interestsThe Department of Primary Industries did have to provide a
are in online education and media and communicatioontribution to the savings task of government. The President
StUdieS, and she is the mother of two teenage children. of the Farmers Federation—and | am 0n|y going from

The deputy chair is Susie Roux, who is a tutor, teacheimemory, so | can be corrected if | am wrong—made very
former gallery director, philosopher and former consultant t,,sjtive comments about the first Labor government's
the arts sector. Susie has a long association with involveme Edget. From memory and to paraphrase what he said, the
in the arts sector. She recently completed an MA in philosop, o sijent of the Farmers Federation said that it was a giood
m%’g;ggzgzz‘gﬂBTnV\tﬁGOfthe”%g khab;u;éz%i?ﬁ:;%%{udget. When the primary industries minister and the Premier

M X L P phy came to me as Treasurer and said, ‘We have a severe problem

embers interjecting: A . . ) S -

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am quite happy to give a in this state with drought: we need to act,’ | said, ‘Premier,

dissertation on transgenic homogeneity and areas WhereliY\’III do whatever | can as Treasurer io support your effarts
may or may not be justiciable at a future date. Other membef@ €nsure that we provide the level of assistance to the
of the council are Dr Pamela Ryan, Managing Director,fa,rm'”g community. And wnhoutabllnk, without hesnatlon,.
Issues Deliberation Australia; Judith Cross, Chief ExecutiveVithout concern, | rose to the occasion to support the Premier
Relationships Australia; Patricia Waria-Read, former chai@nd the primary industries minister, and we provided from the
of the Aboriginal Women’s Statewide Advisory Council; Lisa contingency within government up to $5 million for our
Huong-Nguyen, Supply Chain Manager for the Food Industrfarming community in this state. We responded swiftly; we
Centre for Innovation Business and Manufacturing; Jangtesponded compassionately; and we did what any responsible
Giles, the first woman secretary of the United Trades andovernment in this state would do. When our farmers are in
Labor Council; Belinda Bocson, Media Adviser, Southneed, this government is here to protect them.
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FIREARMS The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | assure the house that |
remain absolutely untempted on the matter of interjections.

Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is directed to the The commonwealth funded a gun buyback last time, and
Minister for Police. What were the outcomes of the speciathere is absolutely no doubt that the commonwealth is
meeting on firearms at the Australasian Police Ministerseeking the political credit for a gun buyback. | have here a
Council held last Thursday? pamphlet from Trish Draper, the member for Makin, stating

The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Police): The that ‘the coalition has taken the tough stand to get hand guns
police ministers met again with the commonwealth in aroff the streets’, with all the clippings from the media and
ongoing process in order to attempt to come up with daking the credit. We have said all along that, if the common-
cooperative way forward of making the community saferwealth wants to take the credit for a gun buyback, it can take
from hand guns. Despite some of the media reports, ithe debit and pay for it, as it did last time. Because of the
particular the comments of the Prime Minister, very considersparseness of information from the commonwealth, our best
able progress has been made, and it is unfortunate that tagvice is that it could cost up to $10 million on any of the
outcome was cast in a negative light when it should not haveptions involving a gun buyback. We do not have that sort of
been. Very significant progress has been made in terms #foney. We have not heard the opposition’s position on this
graduated access for new hand gun owners; for reporting dyand gun situation: we have not heard what they are and are
medical authorities; for tighter controls on sporting clubs andhot in favour of—and that is fine: they can take that position.
their reporting; and, the one matter that | pressed for, th&lowever, | would like their support in insisting that the
ability for the Police Commissioner to revoke a hand guncommonwealth pays for any possible gun buyback—as it did
licence on the basis of information or intelligence received|ast time—and not place that imposition on the states.
without having to provide reasons to the owner but with an
internal review process. DROUGHT

We have seen time after time that the problems occur with o
legal firearms very rarely and only when the wrong people The Hon. ?G KERIN (rll_eager of thec(;)_pposﬂon?j. My ,
are in possession of them. That is something we have tried %uestlon Is directed to the Premier. Given the Premier's

address. What also occurred is that, out of a possible Sevgrgreement to the need for practical solutions and risk

options for restrictions on hand guns, options 1, 2, 3 and 4§anagement strategies to prepare for drought, can the

S L remier advise the house why key government offices
were agreed to be taken away by the jurisdictions. Th - : . .
Premie?will fly to the COAG mgetir):g on IJ:riday, and | am charged with the implementation and delivery of these

- : . i ?
very confident that a consensus viewpoint between the stat ograms ha_ve been cut ata ime when they are most needed
T a ministerial statement made after returning from a tour of

and the commonwealth will be arrived at. . the drought affected areas in the state, the Premier said:
The concern we have had throughout is the cost of a . ) . .
Many of the farmers are trying to improve farming practices and

possible firearm.s buyback. Throughout this process, we ha\é‘?‘nploy different methods to decrease the impact of drought.
had no concession from the commonwealth that it would pa . .
response, the government has cut funding to primary

for a guns buyback as it has done in the past. It is ou . [ ; X .
il ; ; dustries by about $20 million, with cuts to FarmBis, and it
I h I h " ' '
responsibility to manage the police budget in the bes as cut 40 positions from PIRSA and SARDI.

interests of South Australians. We have, of course, mad o
+ The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): | will just come

recent announcements in terms of beefing up the antiterrori ) . .
branch, and there is a list of priorities. Frankly, the bes ack to my earlier point that we have not hidden the fact that

advice | have from our police is that legal firearms are not th&1©St government agencies have had to make some form of

serious issue that some other issues are that we have on &@ntribution. Primary industries were no exception. the
platform, and we have to address this issue from tha eader .Of the Opp0f5|t|0n has mentioned the figure of
perspective. 20 million, and we will have that checked.

An honourable member interjecting:

However, we are prepared to go along and make the . .
community safer, in a cooperative way, in relation to hand The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | do not have _the entire budg_et
guns. We have not been able to agree to a buyback that 9{ eh\{ery single governmerjltldepartmint [nffront O.f me ught
funded partly or wholly by the states. It would only be funded® IL I:k;/()el_:%/ mgrz%nt'(;/v&%gvr']s%ﬁgoﬁatveatb'geor:rgﬁ?o_?hl ea)llre
partly by the states, and | do not apologise for that. In the firs P | y

instance, we have not been able to be provided with costing&/9€ted voluntary separation packages—a scheme with
by the commonwealth on the various options for removin hich all members opposite are familiar, because they used

hand guns. | do not think that there are many people wh t to significant effect during their time in government. The

acting responsibly as ministers, would sign up for a schem nding for those positions is provided as a provisioning

when they do not know what it will cost them. Further, | haveexternal to the agency. A pool of money is available, as
maintained this— members opposite would recall, for agencies to access for

S voluntary separation packages, so the separation package is
The Hon. D.C. Kotz mterjectmg. . not taken from the bottom line budget of a particular agency.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | am not quite sure what the gyt the saving that occurs from that position is returned, in
member for Newland's pointis; perhaps she can make it latepost cases, to the budget bottom line of the Consolidated

We have acted responsibly— Account. There has been no secret about that. We are
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: delivering improved services in South Australia.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The member for Newland will Members interjecting:

have to interject more loudly; | cannot hear her. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Members opposite interject, but

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable minister will not it is simple: this government responded swiftly, with purpose
invoke interjections, and the member for Newland will notand compassion, by making available $5 million for drought
tempt him. assistance in a targeted program. With respect to the savings
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initiatives to which the members opposite are referring, thexhoose, | call on the member for Mawson.

seem to be attempting to give the impression that that is

money that somehow would have been diverted to drought CRIME PREVENTION

assistance. Is that the impression they are giving? We

responded with $5 million; a special amount of money MrBROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Attorney-
provided to support and sustain our farmers in their momerfeeneral withdraw his threat to reassess the government's
of need. That was swift action, it was good action, and it wagommitment to the future of the local crime prevention
an indication that, when farmers are in trouble, this governprogram? In the budget, crime prevention funding was cut

ment is there for them. from $1.4 million to $600 000. In response to these cuts, a
number of councils have advised the opposition that they are
REGIONAL IMPACT STATEMENTS considering litigation to ensure the future of the local crime

prevention program. However, in a recent letter from the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):  Attorney-General to councils, he states:
Will the Premier advise the house why the government has sych action is likely to incur additional costs for all parties and
broken a key election promise to allow councils and localmay lead to the state government reassessing again its commitment
communities access to regional impact statements? In & the future of the local crime prevention program.
address at the South Australian Country Labor conference, The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | stand
the now Premier promised: by the letter and | stand by that paragraph in particular. Yes,
Our regional impact statements will be made available to locait IS Well known that, if councils use ratepayers’ money to sue
councils and communities so that country South Australians wilthe government to enforce an intergovernmental agreement,
have the chance to analyse what these proposed changes would méaill cost the ratepayers money and it will cost the govern-

for their community and make their views known. ment money. It is dreadfully wasteful, and | do not believe
However, the government has refused all FOI requestsany councils will resort to it. It is commonsense that money
pertaining to regional impact statements. paid to lawyers for governments to sue one another is a waste

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): Here is a Leader of of ratepayers’ and taxpayers’ money.
the Opposition who should be standing up and applauding the  An honourable member interjecting:

fact— L The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is not arrogant. | have
Members interjecting: explained the cut in local government crime prevention over

The Hon. M.D. RANN: —no—that here is agovernment gnq again. The priorities of this government are police
that is going out to the regions, going out to the communityn,mpers and giving adequate—

having open cabinet meeting forums and receiving submis- - \jr Brokenshire interjecting:
sions from regional development councils and also from local The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will
councils. Let me just explain to the Leader of the Oppositior’bome to order!
where we have been during the past nine months. We have 1o Hon. M.J. ATKINSON:
been to Murray Bridge, Tailem Bend, Mount Gambier, S )
Penola, Port Lincoln, Port Augusta, Whyalla, the Riverlan
(ably assisted by the local member), the northern suburbs, al
the southern suburbs (ably assisted by the local member). The
difference between us and the other side is that we take CROWN LEASES
regional development seriously. If ever the opposition needed
a lesson in that, it should have been today’s swearing in The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): Again | direct my
ceremony. But apparently that has somehow eclipsed thegjyestion to the Minister for Environment and Conservation.
minds. Will the minister now recognise that he was wrong and that
crown leases do exist over land in the drought affected areas
CROWN LEASES of the state? With your leave, sir, and that of the house, | will
explain the question.
The SPEAKER: | do not know that that will be neces-
ary. The minister.
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
onservation): | thank the honourable member for his
testion. In fact, itis almost identical to a question asked by

—resources to the Office

f the Director of Public Prosecutions to prosecute a backlog

f home invasion cases. That is where the government’s
iorities lie.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): Will the Minister
for Environment and Conservation now admit that he wa
wrong and that crown leases do exist over land in the drough
affected areas of the state? On 4 October on 5DN, th
minister denied that land covered by crown leases were in th
drqught affected areas of the state, and he a}lzs_o accused Me colleague the member for MacKillop about six weeks ago,
trying to frighten people in the bush. He said: and | refer him to my answer to that question.

Crown leases aren’t where the drought affected parts of the state

are. The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Again | direct my question to the

He went on to say: Minister for Environment and Conservation. Will the
He's decided to try and frighten a few people in the bush, and itdMinister clarify for the house whether cabinet did or did not

just not fair. consider a regional impact statement in relation to the

Earlier this week the minister wrote to all members ofproposed changes to crown leases? On 17 July of this year,

parliament about crown leases, saying— the minister was asked this question:

The SPEAKER: Order! I invite the honourable member  was a regional impact statement provided to cabinet on the
to approach the chair with that question. It is inappropriateroposed increase in crown leases and freehold costs prior to cabinet
to ask ministers to admit anything; they provide information.making its decision?

Questions framed in such a manner are out of order. Whil&@he minister responded: no. However, in response to an FOI
the member contemplates what course of action he magquest, the opposition has been informed that there are 72
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cabinet submissions containing regional impact statements PORT LINCOLN COVE MARINA
that we are unable to see, but included on that list are two
submissions regarding amendments to the Crown Lands Act, The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for
one dated 24 June and the other 1 July. According to the FQlransport advise the house why, in a letter dated 28 Novem-
response, both these submissions regarding crown leadasr, he informed the member for Flinders that he had
contain regional impact statements and both were considerednsented to transfer of a marina lease to Mr Neil Kopman
by cabinet several weeks before the minister gave his answand that officers from Transport SA had been in contact with
to the house. Mr Kopman about the matter when, according to Mr Kop-
The Hon. J.D. HILL: My recollection is as | stated it man, he has not been contacted by anyone about the matter?
back in July but, if there is further information | can check The member for Flinders has pursued this matter with the
through, | will do that and get another response for theminister, both in the house and via correspondence on several
honourable member. If it is the case, as he says, that thececasions. On 28 November, the Minister for Transport wrote
were regional impact statements, | will let the house know.to the member for Flinders, as follows:
The delay in dealing with this matter is regretted and | wish to
ROADS, SHOULDER SEALING formally advise you that my consent to transfer of this lease has been

provided . . | havebeen advised that officers of Transport SA have

. . . contacted Mr Kopman and have discussed this matter with him.
Ms BREUER (Giles): My question is directed to the P Ve disct ! i

Minister for Transport. What is the status of the government'$iowever, on 2 December, some three days later, Mr Kopman

road shoulder sealing program? wrote to the member for Flinders advising that this was not
Mr Venning interjecting: the case. Mr Kopman’s letter states:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Schubert will Despite assertions by the Minister for Transport to the contrary,

I confirm that nothing has been received from Transport SA

remain silent. The minister has. the call. pertaining to consent for the transfer of berth 50. No mail, no phone
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): calls, no messages, no fax.

Road safety is a major focus for the Rann Labor government. -
. L The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |
We have athree-pronged approach: regulation, mfrastructulgfo have in front of me a co(py of the letter | vl?/rot)e to the

;nedn? ﬁggn;ﬁn%iﬁgggu: ngﬁ?%%%ﬁgg?g;?gy-Ii—:\?e%%i ember for Flinders. The brief letter thanks the member for
E\le correspondence and then states:

program in this year’s budget, and | am pleased to report o _ AR ‘ )
details of one of the key elements, namely, shoulder sealing. The delay in dealing with this matter is regretted and | wish to

; ; S ormally advise you that my consent to the transfer of this lease has
Along with overtaking lanes, shoulder sealing is one of th een provided to Mr Seveli's conveyancer, Mr Neil Kopman,

most significant infrastructure investments a government cafkparately. | have been advised that officers of Transport SA have
make to have an impact upon the road toll. | also give creditontacted Mr Kopman and have discussed this matter with him. |

to the former Minister for Transport for initiating a shoulder trust that this clarifies your concerns regarding this matter.

sealing program for national highways and rural and outef the member for Light is now putting on the record that that
metropolitan arterlal roads, and | am d_ehghted that thihas not happened, | will be happy to go back and check that
government has increased that by approximately 50 per cefgtail. | think we are talking about the same case. Obviously
in this year's budget. that would be of some concern to me, because that would not
New priorities for allocation of funding have now been tend to match up with the advice | have been given by
developed, based upon roads with high crash rates, hightansport SA. If that is the case, | apologise for that. | want
volumes and strategic importance. For the current financiab bring about a speedy resolution if the information that the

year, we expect to shoulder seal around 145 kilometres ¢fonourable member has just provided is correct.
state arterial roads, at a cost of approximately $5.1 million in

total; 2003-04, 208 kilometres at a cost of $6.8 million; MEALS ON WHEELS
2004-05, 107 kilometres at $6.8 million; and 2005-06,
130 kilometres at $6.8 million. Variations to kilometres per  Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Will the Minister for Social

dollar spent relate to factors such as poor existing shouldergustice inform the house as to what milestone has just been
which also would require replacement, culvert restrictionsreached by Meals on Wheels?

and so on. | seek leave of the house to have inserted in The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Social Justice):
Hansarda table which details the summary of works plannedYesterday, it was a pleasure to deliver the

for the current financial year across both national highwaygs 0o 000th meal for Meals on Wheels. Mrs Betty Terrel of
and state arterial roads. Taperoo, who is 86 years of age, ate a special meal at home

Leave granted. which had been prepared by volunteers at the Osborne Meals
Summary of works for 2002-03 on Wheels kitchen. | want to congratulate Meals on Wheels,
State Arterial Roads Kms Cost which has been delivering meals to older South Australians
Noarlunga to Cape Jervis Road 28.3 m1.220Wh0 Ii\(e alqne, and it has been doing this for 49 years. Each
Mount Barker to Strathalbyn Road 3.6 0.410 Week it d_ellvers about 5 000 meqls. Meals on Wheels_was
Heaslip Road 6.3 0.140 founded in 1953 by the late Doris Taylor MBE. The first
Tea Tree Gully to Munnum Road 1.7 0.110 President of Meals on Wheels was the Hon. Don Dunstan,
Birdwood to Verdun Road 5.5 0.590 and he was the President from 1953 to 1957. Mr Dunstan
E‘.”“OSS& Valley Way 16.4 0:850  chaired the early meetings of the organisation, provided legal
iddoch Highway 20.6 0.210 . . . . . L
Angle Vale Road 15.7 0.400 advice, including the drafting of the first constitution, and
Berri to Loxton Road 15.1 0.180 advocated its aims and needs to the Playford government.
Blackwood to Goolwa Road 32.3 _0.990  When Meals on Wheels was set up in 1953, 11 volunteers

5.100  took meals to eight elderly residents in Port Adelaide. There
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are now more than 100 branches across the state, with an The project was developed by Child and Youth Health’s
operating budget of approximately $7 million and anThe Second Story, Kumangka Aboriginal Youth Service, the
extensive network of 10 000 volunteers who cook, packagé@boriginal Health Council of South Australia and the SA
and deliver the food. The food delivery service is obviouslyFilm Corporation, supported by the Department of Human
important, but the personal contact that volunteers establisBervices. | am also pleased to inform the house of an anti-
is also essential to the wellbeing and happiness of mangpbacco grant of $50 000 to the Port Adelaide Football Club.

elderly South Australians. The Power Community Youth Program will use that money
to run Quit motivational courses for unemployed and
WORKCOVER indigenous people.
The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): Why is the Minister LOCAL GOVERNMENT BENCHMARKING

for Industrial Relations making it more difficult for people

with WorkCover claims to access some key medical services Mr VENNING (Schubert): My question is directed to
by delaying the application of new schedule B fees? Thehe Minister for Local Government. Will the minister
AMA completed negotiations on new schedule B fees withimplement a system of benchmarking for local government
WorkCover in May this year. On 14 June, the WorkCoverin line with the recommendations of the Anderson report?
board approved the new schedule B fees and referred the The Hon. R.J. McEWEN (Minister for Local Govern-

matter to the Minister for Industrial Relations for approval. ment): This being my first question, | will celebrate the event
On 16 August, the AMA wrote to the minister inquiring why py putting the member for Schubert back on my Christmas

approval had not been given, but no response was receivedrd list. As to the question, | will take advice on the matter
from the minister. On 21 November the AMA again wrote thnd in due course provide him with an answer.

the minister seeking an urgent meeting. Again, there was no

response from the minister. On 28 November the AMA TOURISM MINISTER

telephoned the minister’s office seeking an urgent meeting.

On 29 November, the minister’s office telephoned and said \r HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is

that the office could not locate the letter of 21 November. Onyjrected to the Minister for Tourism. Does the minister stand
2 December, the minister's office telephoned the AMA topy her damning criticism made in the house on Thursday 28
inform it that the agreed_ sc_hedule B had now been refe_”eﬂovember of her own department, her own public service
back to WorkCover and indicated that no date could be giveBiaff and the Adelaide Convention and Tourism Authority,
as to when the approval would be granted. It has taken ovgghich she described as ‘dysfunctional’ and ‘not entirely

six months. focused’ on bringing tourists to South Australia? The minister
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): | made the remarks during debate on a motion on 28 November

thank the member for Davenport for his question. criticising her for her lack of interest in the five year plan for
Members interjecting: tourism. The minister claimed that Australian Major Events,
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Did you want an answer or & part of the South Australian Tourism Commission for which

do you want to ask another question? she is responsible, was a ‘dysfunctional’ organisation that

was ‘not entirely focused’ on tourism outcomes. AME is
responsible for such events as the Jacobs Creek Tour Down
Under, the Year of the Outback, Encounter 2002 and many
Sther tourism fixtures. The minister also attacked the private
%ector based Adelaide Convention and Tourism Authority,
which has generated 78 bids for conventions, won 34 events
in Adelaide and generated over $50 million worth of benefits
to the South Australian economy. ACTA's membership, as
of 2002, comprises 277 tourism, hospitality and local
government bodies across the state.

Members interjecting:

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: You've asked your question.
It is my understanding that WorkCover is addressing
number of issues with respect to this matter. The AMA is
very important organisation. If it would like to meet with me,
I would be delighted to do so.

ABORIGINES, ANTI-SMOKING PROGRAMS

Mr O’'BRIEN (Napier): My question is directed to the -
Minister for Health. Is the government supporting programg__1he Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
to reduce smoking among indigenous Australians by directin{p™™): | @m absolutely delighted to revisit my criticism of the

important anti-smoking messages to communities that othdpember for Vr\]’?“e_- He has (lgjiv_en meda_l new _opplortunity tko
campaigns might not reach? comment on his views. To clarify my discussion last week,

- . he was quite critical of my handling of the new tourism plan,
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Smokin ; : ;
rates for indigenous Austrglians are more thzm doublegtho Whl_(:i’(]thl)” be relez;%%%m Jgngg(r)yszo_lps ar_1d relfevant for the
- . eriod between an . This is, of course, an
,?gen3{5&?\"%?‘%%”;iﬁg%ﬁ',?ﬁégjnéjyggmg ,IAI%I(J)?i(_:he provement on the minister’s performance when he should
ginal kids don't need smokes’, as an important and releva ave signed a performance agreement for the SATC for

h . L - 2001-02. As | pointed out, the plan for tourism 2003-08—
ealth promotion resource for indigenous people. The video .
shows real life situations that young people would experi- , MI HAMILTON-SMITH:  Mr Speaker, | have a point
ence. About 20 indigenous students from metropolitan an8f Order.

near country high schools took part in the project to prepare  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Waite has a
the video, while attending a cultural camp in the Flinderspoint of order.

ranges and anti-tobacco, drama and script writing workshops. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  Standing orders call for the

Itis an outstanding and moving video that indigenous youngninister to answer the substance of the question which related
people can relate to and deals with peer group pressur®y whether she stood by a statement she had made in the
addiction and options for quitting. house.
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The SPEAKER: The honourable minister will addressthe ~ We did not want to have a launch for a draft document.
substance of the question. We will launch our final document when it is ready, but we

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: will also ask that every function of this state and this

The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Mawson government recognises that we are in this game together. So,

will remain silent while she does so—whether in the chambe¥f it is a graduation ceremony at a university, where there are
or outside. 5 000 graduates a year, we should look at that as an oppor-

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | am very pleased to tunity for 5000 mums, 5000 dads and a few thousand aunties

stand by my comments in support of the 2003-08 tourisniC cOme to that graduation ceremony. A graduation ceremony
plan, which has moved considerably since the dysfunctiona$ @ tourism opportunity. We also know that a convention is
mess left by the member for Waite. As | pointed out, one oft ourism opportunity, and if we allow a delegate to fly in on
the first things that | did on becoming Minister for Tourism, 9@y one and fly out on day five then we have lost money. The

which, | might add, | did after the election on 6 March— bar_rier is getting them here. When they are here, they have
Members interjecting: to linger longer. All conventions act as leverage for bed

i} . nights.
angstof the member for Waite, becauee, a3 he was the fifyy SITIIY, under the great support of ou party-giving
choice of his party, he was left with something of a mes&unctlon-launchlng, happy-party celebrating opposition, they

when he took over the department, and he did very little tgVE"€ 9uite happy to have the Tour Down Under come to this
State for five years without a single tourist attached to it. |

glss arlrgnléﬂt VTVQE tfr:g[tl r;?gurﬁsi}ktehg ;’:’ ;rf_put to me by thenave made it clear that every major event is an opportunity
Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker. | h int of order. | for tourists. We want thousands of lycra-clad tourists coming
vir . - Mr Speaker, | have a point ot order. 1 g4, Europe and cycling after the Tour Down Under, because
believe, sir, that it is outside standing orders to C”t'c'seeveryone who comes for the event comes for three weeks
?nnoﬁfgﬁr member of this house other than by SubStam“’gnd that means substantial money. So, under our leadership,

) . ) . tourismis not just about parties, it is not just about functions,
The SPEAKER: The honourable minister is answering i js not just about singers at the Wine Centre; it is about

the substance of the question as put to her by the member f@gyioys tourism, so that every part of government focuses on

Waite. ways to bring people here and make them stay longer. The

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: The proposition was  dysfunction and the failures of the last government cannot
put to me that | might like to retrospectively sign a perform-continue.

ance agreement, which was not signed by my predecessor, his pembers interjecting:
predecessor, their predecessor, or their predecessor, as the acfrhe Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: And | might add that
requires, at the beginning of the 2001-02 year. My view Wagye have a performance agreement: you didn't even have one.
that it was not appropriate to sign a performance agreement
in retrospect, although, of course, | was quite prepared to sign MIGRATION, SKILLS PROGRAM
one prospectively from March to June. | therefore pointed out
that the preceding ministers had failed to take control of their Mr RAU (Enfield): My gquestion is directed to the
obligations under the act, but, more specifically, to pull theMinister for Industry, Investment and Trade. What is the
department together so that it acted in a proper manner. government’s view on the skilled migration program in

It is quite clear that the previous ministers—and | do notAustralia, particularly as it relates to settlement patterns in
hold the member for Waite entirely responsible for theSouth Australia and the impact on the South Australian
SATC—had not made it clear that in a very difficult time for economy?
tourism, when we have few inbound flights—and | pointout  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Industry,
that we have 2 900 inbound seats per week from oversedsvestment and Trade): | thank the member for Enfield for
compared to 180 000 going to the east coast of Australia—ithis very important question, and acknowledge his long-held
a very difficult global environment, with very few internal interest in issues relating to migration and immigration,
flights coming to South Australia, there is a genuine requirehaving worked for Mick Young, who was Minister for State
ment to be creative and think outside the square. at the time.

There is very little opportunity for carrying on with the ~ The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
same strategy that worked 10 years ago or five years ago The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Paddington actually, Dean. It
because we live in different times. | would therefore suggestvas a Paddington bear not a panda bear—you would be the
that the creativity required is to find ways of making everyonly person in Australia who did not know that it was
dollar go further. The first way to do that is to make it clearPaddington, not panda. The issue of skilled migration has
that the first barrier towards tourism—which essentiallybeen discussed by the Economic Development Board and, as
means bed nights, meals and visitation—is inbound aiall members would be aware, is in one of theathfinder
access. At the moment we have serious limitations to inboundiscussion papers. The entry of skilled migrants into this state
air access. But, having got a visitor to South Australiahelps build a competitive work force and addresses the short-
whether they are visiting a convention or a major event, théerm skills shortages that many local industries face. In the
most creative thing one can do is to make that visitor lingepast, South Australia has received less than 5 per cent of the
longer. However, the former minister for parties and func-total number of skilled migrants entering Australia. The state
tions and songs and big openings has criticised this goveriis encouraging the commonwealth to take action to change
ment for not spending money on big launches. The membdhe migration settlement patterns so that people can be
for Waite wanted us to have a party to launch a draft consulencouraged to settle in South Australia.
tation document, and he criticised this government for saying, Emerging capacity constraints on the eastern seaboard of
‘We don’t want a party, we don’t want a launch, we hadSouth Australia, particularly in Sydney, work in favour of our
enough when you were running the Wine Centre.’ position on this issue, and | should at this point acknowledge
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the decision by the federal minister Philip Ruddock inmotorcycle gangs. Specifically, the government promised to
ensuring that, in future, business migrants are not allowed tenact laws to prevent motorcycle gangs from turning their
settle in the Sydney Basin area. They are, indeed, required ttubrooms into suburban fortresses and, where such fortresses
settle in regional Australia. We hope that does not mean justave been constructed, laws to empower the police to have
Newcastle and Wollongong, that in fact it does mean Soutfortifications preventing their access removed. The Premier
Australia, Adelaide, the Iron Triangle, the South-East and, ofeiterated the government’s promise to this place in his recent
course, other parts of South Australia. That is a positive moveninisterial statement. To give effect to these commitments,
by the federal government and one that is welcome. the government has had prepared for consultation purposes
The Commonwealth Joint Standing Committee ona draft bill, the Statutes Amendment (Anti-fortification) Bill.
Migration’s current review of Australia’s migration has given This bill will amend the Development Act and the Summary
South Australia the opportunity to state our case for a numbeédffences Act. Complementary amendments to the Develop-
of initiatives that will encourage new skilled migrants to ment Regulations are being prepared.
settle in South Australia. These include encouraging the Mr Brokenshire: Is it retrospective?
commonwealth to promote South Australia’s unique Immi-  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The proposed amendments
gration SA Program. Under this program the state assist® the Development Act will incorporate the fortification of
migrants to establish their new businesses, offering $5 00gremises into the definition of ‘development’. The effect of
for new jobs created. On skilled independent migrants, ithis will be that the fortification of premises as defined will
offers a unique on-arrival services program to help make thbecome a class of development within the meaning of the
transition to South Australia much smoother and easier. Development Act and hence require development approval
recently met with minister Ruddock, advanced a number ofrom the relevant planning authority. Complementary
these issues and urged him to consider ways in which Souttmendments to schedule 8 of the development regulations
Australia can get a larger portion of migration to Southwill make the Police Commissioner a mandatory referral
Australia. body with the power of direction about all fortification
Members interjecting: development applications. This will give the Commissioner
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, | am, because it is such an the ability to direct the relevant planning authority to refuse
important topic that | want to give direct, important and an application for fortification development approval or to
factual information. | am always happy to ad lib and toimpose conditions on the development approval.
entertain the house with a colourful contribution. But, being  In determining whether to issue a direction, the Commis-
mindful of the time and the long day ahead of us, | will sioner will be able to take the character of the applicant or the
conclude my answer. applicant’s associates into consideration, as well as the extent
to which police access to the premises will be restricted by
the proposed fortifications. The government has no intention
of preventing or frustrating home owners or businesses from
taking reasonable steps to secure their homes or business
premises.
POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY The proposed definition of ‘fortification’ has been drafted
) . so as to include only those structures or devices which are
The SPEAKER: 1 lay on the table the Police Complaints gjther intended to prevent or impede police access or which
Authority report for 2001-02. actually prevent or impede police access and are excessive in
Ordered to be published. the circumstances. The definition is not intended to include
the installation of common domestic or business security
STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION measures such as standard security locks, doors and window
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Government screens and bars. An applicant will have a right of appeal to
Enterprises): | move: the Environment, Resources a_1r_1d [_)eve_lopment Court wh_ere
la{)’rgplannlng application for fortification is refused or condi-
o}

That standing and sessional orders be so far suspended as ; ; ;
provide that the precedence of private members’ business today ﬁrg{si?gr:g\r/al have been imposed at the direction of the

for one hour.

. . Mr Brokenshire: Have you spoken to the Commissioner?
Motion carried. He's happy?
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES The_an. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. Importantly, .the .
APPLICATIONS Commissioner, and not the relevant planning authority, will
be required to defend any appeal. This provides an important
The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour- safeguard to ensure that the Commissioner exercises his

ism): 1 lay on the table a ministerial statement from the othefower of direction appropriately and that undue and inappro-

place regarding exceptional circumstances applicationsl priate pressure Cannot.be brought against planning authorities.
Part 3 of the draft bill will amend the Summary Offences

STATUTES AMENDMENT (ANTI- Act 1953 to insert a new part 16. The provisions contained
FORTIFICATION) BILL in part 16 will empower the Police Commissioner to apply to
the Magistrates Court for an order, a ‘fortification removal
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek  order, which is directed at the occupiers of fortified prem-
leave to make a ministerial statement. ises, requiring the removal or modification of the fortifica-
Leave granted. tions. If the order is not complied with, the Commissioner is
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Before the last electionthe given the authority to have the fortifications removed or
government promised, as part of its ‘Protecting Southmodified and to recover the costs of doing so from the person
Australians’ policy, to crack down on the illegal activities of or persons who caused the fortifications to be constructed.
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Under the proposed amendments, the Commissioner magalvaged in the course of removing or modifying the fortifica-
apply to the Magistrates Court for the issuing of a fortifica-tion, the proceeds of which are forfeited to the state. The
tion removal order. The application may be made and hear@ommissioner may recover any additional costs as a debt
ex parte. The court may issue a fortification removal ordefrom the person who caused the fortifications to be con-
only where it is satisfied that the premises named in thstructed.
application are fortified as defined, and either the fortifica- In the event that the owner of the fortified premises is an
tions have been constructed or erected in contravention of thenocent party, in that they are not responsible for the
Development Act or there have been reasonable grounds t@nstruction of the fortifications, they will be able to recover
believe that premises are being, have been or are to be ust@ reasonable costs associated with repair or replacement of
for or in connection with the commission of, or to conceal orproperty damaged as a result of the enforcement, or a removal
to protect the proceeds of, a serious criminal offence. order, from any person who caused the fortifications to be

In answer to the opposition’s interjection ‘Is this retro- constructed.
spective?’, no, it does not operate retrospectively or retro- There may be considerable regulatory impact on local
actively, but there are two parts to it. The first part is for thegovernment and those who wish to obtain approval for
planning authorities to deliberate carefully on developmentievelopment as newly defined. Confining the definition of
applications that involve fortification, and the second part isfortification’ has been a difficult task. The aim has been to
for the Commissioner to be able to apply to remove existingnake the definition wide enough so that it is not easily

fortifications. evaded by those who have a mind to do so, yet not so wide
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: that legitimate security for homes and businesses will be
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson has caught in the net. The government has, therefore, taken the

been invited to shut up more than once. unusual step of tabling a consultation draft of the bill in

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: In response to the members parliament. This has been done to ensure that stakeholders,
for Bright and Mawson, no, it is not retrospective or retro-in particular local government, have an opportunity to review
active legislation, but it does apply to existing fortifications.the legislation and provide comments to the government.
‘Serious criminal offence’ is defined to mean ‘an indictableAlthough the government is committed to fulfilling its
offence or an offence prescribed by regulation’. election promises, it has no intention of doing so in a manner

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: which shuts stakeholders out of the decision-making process.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: If the member for Mawson The government would ask that stakeholders provide their
thinks that is retrospective legislation, he is very delicateeomments by the end of January. The government also wishes

about retrospectivity. to place the opposition and Independent members on notice
The SPEAKER: Order! The ventriloquists in the ofitsintention to introduce the bill, amended where appropri-
opposition will cease. ate, to take account of the comments it receives early in the

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: A fortification removal new year and seeks their cooperation in assisting the speedy
order is directed at the occupiers of the fortified premises. Ipassage of the bill.
requires the occupiers, rather than the owners, to remove or Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
modify the fortifications. This is considered preferable to  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | note with gratitude the
directing the order against the owners, as it is the occupiefiadication from the member for Mawson that the opposition
(the persons who occupy or have control of the premisesyill be supporting the proposition, and | thank them for their
who may or may not be the owners who derive benefits fronsupport in the recent past.
the fortifications. They are the ones whose criminal activities The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
are protected by the denial of police access. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, as long as we are
A fortification removal order must be served personallytough enough.
or by registered post on the occupiers and the owners of the The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

premises. However, if formal service is not possible, it should The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | thank the Leader of the

be sufficient for the Commissioner to cause a copy of thedpposition for his indication of support. | seek leave to table

order to be affixed to the premises at a prominent place at ¢f consultation draft of a bill for public comment.

near the entrance. The new provisions will provide the | eave granted.

occupiers or owners of the premises with the right to object

to the order by filing a detailed notice of objection with the REGIONAL IMPACT STATEMENTS

Magistrates Court. On the hearing of a notice of objection,

the court must review the evidence presented by the Commis- The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

sioner and the person objecting and determine whether, on tii#nservation): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

basis of the evidence, the grounds for making an order are Leave granted.

satisfied. The court will be authorised to confirm, vary or  The Hon. J.D. HILL: In question time today, the member

withdraw the order. In addition, both the Commissioner andor Davenport asked me a question relating to regional impact

the objector will have a right to appeal the decision of thestatements, and | have sought advice on the matter. The

Magistrates Court on a notice of objection to the Supremé&onourable member referred to a question | answered in

Court. An appeal lies as of right on a question of law andparliament in, | think, July this year regarding whether or not

with permission of the court, on a question of fact. aregional impact statement had been completed concerning
Where a fortification removal order has not been complied cabinet submission about crown lands. That was my

with, and all objections and appeal rights exhausted, theecollection at the time and, in a general sense, | think that

Commissioner is authorised to cause the fortifications to bevas the truth: that is, there was no broad-based impact

removed or modified to the extent required by the order. Tetatement. However, to be 100 per cent clear, on the face of

defray the costs associated with enforcing an order, ththe cabinet submission there does appear the following

Commissioner may seize or dispose of anything that can beords, ‘Regional impact statement: some limited financial
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impact because most crown leases are located in regionsi.drought. So, | do not know what we have here. We have a
That was apparently written on the docket. | doubt thatdrought which is not a drought if we are talking about the

anybody would see that as a regional impact statement. Theséate, but it is a drought if we are talking about the federal

was no broader-based regional impact statement within thgovernment. That is an absolute cop-out. | was going to ask
cabinet submission itself. So, if that is misleading the househat question earlier because the lack of a declaration of
| do apologise. However, | think | was probably accurate indrought has greatly hindered the federal government’s ability
July when | said that there was no regional impact statemento make a prima facie case for drought in some areas of this

state.
HF RADIO SYSTEM Whereas the other states have already successfully applied
for exceptional circumstances funding, enabling their farmers
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): | to access immediate income relief, the Rann government has
seek leave to make a ministerial statement. been concerned with the media stunts and last week blaming
Leave granted. the federal government for not being committed. The federal

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Last Wednesday, 27 Novem- government has committed $350 million; the state govern-
ber, in response to a question by the member for Flindersent, $5 million. They cut $20 million and gave back
about marine radio, | referred to a letter | had written to the$s million. We do not know how much of the $5 million has
federal Minister for Transport, the Hon. John Andersonbeen spent, but we suspect that it is not much, yet the
whichinfact | did on 20 September. In my response, | stategovernment is saying how wonderful it is when it comes to
that a copy of that correspondence had been provided to thgought. The net effect is that our farmers who are worst
member. The member subsequently made a grievance théfected by the drought have missed out on nearly three
following day indicating that she had not received from memonths of fortnightly income assistance.
acopy of the letter that | had sent to the Hon. John Anderson. About three months ago, the Premier told South Aust-
Although I had not made that specific statement, | understanglians that he was fast-tracking the exceptional circum-
that the member could have taken it to mean that. Further, gtances assessment process, yet here we are today, three
the time of writing to John Anderson, | had instructed mymonths down the track, and Canberra gets an application for
staff that the member be provided with a copy of the letterexceptional circumstances. Clearly, that is not good enough.
and | sincerely believed that to have occurred. Those farmers in the state who are suffering through one of

On checking records in my office, | can find no written the worst droughts in the state’s history have every right to
record of it having been provided direct to her and, thereforefeel let down. It is another example of the government's
| extend to her my apologies for that oversight. | believe thagrowing preference every time for spin rather than any
the member also indicated that she did not have a copy of tribstance in what it says. While the Premier was looking for
reply from John Anderson, so | have arranged for a copy tphoto opportunities in the drought affected areas, his
be provided to her. | regret that the member believes that shministers did not bother to put in the application for emergen-
was misrepresented, and it was certainly not my intention tay assistance.

do so. Today, we also reveal that the Rann government’s failure
to officially declare South Australia as drought affected has

GRIEVANCE DEBATE seriously impeded federal efforts to establish a prima facie

case. This is a government that is not prepared to dot the i's

DROUGHT and cross the t's. Itis only interested in the five second media

grab at the end of the day. But it is the struggling farmers in
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): ~ 0ur drought affected regions who are bearing the brunt of this

Today, with the questions not answered in this place, we afgcompetence. This is the same Premier who criticised the
left in no doubt that this government has failed our droughf’rime Minister, as | said, last week, on the same day that the
affected farmers in South Australia. Again, we have arf’fime Minister put out $350 million for drought relief.
example of the government’s rhetoric not being matched by The Premier has in the past pledged his commitment to
its actions. The only trouble this time is that the government'®ractical solutions and risk management strategies to prepare
incompetence has resulted in the farmers worst affected J¢f drought. In a ministerial statement only days after
the drought missing out on much needed fortnightly incomd€turning from a tour of the drought affected areas he stated:
relief. For all its rhetoric on drought assistance, the Rann They told me they were not looking for hand-outs. Many of the
government has failed the most basic test, that is, to apply fd .frfmers are ﬁrycljng t% improve ;armmg pr"j‘]%'ces ﬁ”d to employ
exceptional circumstances funding. Recently, a ministerial | o' etnods to decrease the impact of drought.

statement by a minister in another place was tabled in thi§hat was a statement with which | agreed straightaway. That
house. Today, | was going to ask why drought had not beefounds fine in theory, but what is actually_ being done for
declared in any areas of South Australia but, because fRrmers? The government has cut the funding to the Depart-
thought | would not get an answer anyway, | let it go through ment of Primary Industries and Resources by about $20 mil-
However, the minister in the other house actually pointed oufoN- It has cut FarmBis, which is about teaching farmers to

that he has declared drought in these two areas, but only f§°PP€ and to be better managers right through, putting them
federal assistance. He said: in a much better position to handle drought. It has cut 40

| have formally endorsed the areas proposed in the applicatior%?f.smonﬁ from kPrlm:;l]ry Indusftr'les anr(]j SARD.('{ thi. vde[)y
to be in drought for the purposes of exceptional circumstances. ¢11IC€S that work on the type of issue that was identified by
have done this on the predication that such a declaration does nifte Premier and me as the best way in which to help the
infer any other commi_tment to this state nor will be u_sed in any othefarming sector in this state.
manner than in meeting the commonwealth’s requirements. | find it both astonishing and hypocritical for the govern-
So, when it comes to the commonwealth it is a drought butment to slash funding from the very organisations which have
in respect of the state government’s commitments, it is nothe role of assisting farmers, and still claim that it is helpin

p g g ping
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drought affected farmers. The reality is a net cut of $15 mil-of health support groups, particularly support groups for self-
lion to the farming sector at a time when they can least affordnanagement of people who are experiencing chronic
to have those cuts. But most damning were the comments ebnditions—and some of the information that was provided
the Minister for Primary Industries, who admitted that furtherat the forum was about the extent to which chronic health
cuts may be necessary to fund the so-called drought packagmnditions are now a major health issue, and how we survive
a lot of incidents which, 20 years ago, we did not. Often we
HEALTH REVIEW have to really adjust our lifestyles afterwards to deal with
those conditions, and community-based support is very
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): My comments today relate important in this respect. These people want more focus on
to the important community consultations that are being heldooperation with employers to develop healthy lifestyles, and
in relation to the generational health review. | was quitethey see the workplace as a really good place, again, for
interested last week when the Deputy Leader of the Opposéllowing good nutrition practices to be demonstrated, for

tion asked a question about the generational health reviewiere to be opportunities for exercise and opportunities for
community forums. | thought he was checking whether ongcreening programs.

was to be held in his electorate. | am not sure whether one
was held in Victor Harbor, but | certainly know that about 60 TOURISM MINISTER
have been held throughout the state and that the community
of the south very much welcomed the forum that was heldin - Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to point out to
Noarlunga on 25 November. The discussion and debate #ie house that the Minister for Tourism was clearly wanting
that forum was very encouraging and very lively. About 40this afternoon in her response to a question about whether or
community people took part, and they were really committedhot she stood by her rather unwise remarks in parliament
to seeing improvements in our health system. when she described her own department as ‘dysfunctional and
It seemed to me that it would help the house in itsnot entirely focused on the fact that they were bringing
consideration of the reforms that will come out of thetourists to South Australia’. Her criticisms extended to the
generational health review to have some understanding of thdelaide Convention and Tourism Authority, a body that
types of issues that were raised at the Noarlunga communitgpresents about 277 industry tourism stakeholders in the
forum, because | understand that not many members have hladspitality, local government and private and public sectors.
the opportunity to attend community forums—because th®asically, the minister stood up in the house last Thursday
process has been so vigorous, many forums have been heldd rubbished her own department and the tourism industry,
at times when parliament was sitting. calling them dysfunctional and accusing them of not being
The community members present were really astoundef@cused on tourism.
to hear that 70 per cent of the current budget for health goes That was a remarkable statement from a minister who has
on hospitals that are used by only a small proportion of théeen at the helm since March and who, one would expect, at
community—about 12 per centin any one year. While thesghis stage, would be setting out a vision, building relation-
people recognise that at some time that might include thenships and linkages, strengthening and encouraging her own
they saw great benefit in focusing more of the health budgetepartment and promoting and networking with the industry.
towards the development of a healthy community. Peopldo stand up and launch a full-scale assault on her own
were putting up their hands very quickly indeed, ready to talldepartment and say that it is not doing its job and inferring
about the need for healthy lifestyles to be inculcated into oua level of incompetence and lack of focus, and then to repeat
schools, to be part of the support that we provide to parenthat against the very industry that she is there to champion,
in the early years of their child’s life and to be part of whatseems to me not to augur well for the future, particularly for
goes on in the workplace. They were particularly concernethe future of tourism during 2003 and beyond. They were
that we address the issue of sport and nutrition in schoolsilly remarks to make in the house. | think that the minister
One parent was concerned that they had recently been asksltbuld come back in here and retract those words. She should
about the instalment of a Coca-Cola machine in their child’admit that they were silly remarks to make and indicate her
school. Now, coke is a fine product in its place, but thatstrong support for ACTA and AME—something that she
place, we would think, is not in schools, which are trying torefused to do in answering the question today. | assume that
assist young children to develop an understanding of goothe minister stands by the remarks she made last Thursday.
nutrition. So, that area received a lot of support from the AME is an outstanding organisation. It has successfully
community members present. run a number of major events—maost recently, the Year of the
They also focused on the crucial role of transport inOutback. We have the Jacobs Creek Tour Down Under
providing for a healthy community, and recognised the rolecoming up, the tennis and so many major events that have
that volunteer transport services, as well as the publiattracted thousands of tourists to this state. In the brief time
transport system, provide in enabling a lot of vulnerabld was minister | saw that ACTA similarly is energetically out
members of our community to access the services that athere championing the cause of South Australian tourism and
available, and how some of the health promotion and healthromoting this state, actively getting conventions to this state
prevention initiatives that exist are not available to those whand feeding them into the hotels, convention centre and
cannot easily get to them. They saw the value of communityourism businesses in Adelaide and also in the regions.
organisations—particularly the local community centres andHaving attended the AGM of ACTA, | saw a group of most
neighbourhood centres—engaging in health promotiomledicated people from right across the industry focused on
activities, and recognised that these centres provide incredibigetting an outcome for the state. If only that was repeated by
value for the community (as do many other communitythe minister. It was a silly, silly remark to make. | will say a
groups which have a particular interest in an area of healthjew things to the minister. My job as the opposition spokes-
and that they provide services which are very much tailoregierson is to ask the right questions on behalf of the industry
to the needs of the local community. They also saw the valuand to ensure that the minister is doing her job. My comments
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are not meant as personal attacks, but they are professiorddemical hazards in workplaces, asbestos is one substance
criticisms. We are in opposition; our job is to keep thewhich is internationally recognised to have no safe level, and
government on its toes. | note with concern the minister's40 000 new cases of asbestos related disease are expected to
tendency, reflected iansard to respond with personal occurin Australia by 2020 unless there is effective interven-
invective and attacks, which are totally uncalled for. tion.

I note that | am not the first to make this observation. | A partial response to the challenge of controlling the
have in front of me a transcript from th&dvertiserof  expected increase in these diseases is to strengthen the
26 March 1999 where her now colleague the member foregulations concerning asbestos. In particular, and in
Elder was reported as pointing out to the house that the novecognition of there being no safe level of exposure, a
member for Adelaide was acting like her royal highness. Hdicensed removalist should be required for the removal of any
then went on to say that he felt that the then lord mayoamount of non-friable or friable asbestos, and asbestos
thought that ‘no-one is quite as clever as she is’. He went oremoval at any given site should be regarded as one job for
to condemn the member for Adelaide for thinking thatthe purposes of determining a licence requirement. The
everybody else is a mug. Those sorts of personal attacks-JTLC is aware of many breaches of the asbestos regulations
and | do not welcome them from the member for Elder anyand also recommends that, given the insidious nature of this
more than | do from the member for Adelaide—are simplysubstance and associated disease processes, a licensed person
unproductive. Let us stay on the job, and the job is to promotehould be on site at all asbestos removals and that workplace
tourism. | urge the minister to come in here, rectify herservices inspectors experienced in asbestos removal make
remarks, indicate her support for AME and ACTA, getregular and frequent visits during removal operations. Failure
behind them and promote the industry. Get behind the fivey the licensee to adhere to the regulations should result in
year plan, reinstate the $16 million that has been cut fronthe loss of a licence.
tourism, set out a vision for the future, build relationships It is not acceptable for inspectors to be haphazard about
with the industry and within her own department to make thathe issue of asbestos, and it is not acceptable to have flexible
vision a reality and rescue the industry from its current hiatusand vague enforcement of penalty processes. The UTLC
Itis wobbling around, still trying to recover from 11 Septem- recommendations are indeed part of an ongoing process, and
ber and the collapse of Ansett, with no clear guidance. Théwas able to relay to those present on the Premier’s behalf
government had no policy coming into the election; it still that the issues have already been carefully considered by the

clearly has none. Get on with the job. Asbestos Advisory Committee, which includes employer and
union representatives. Recommendations from that committee
ASBESTOS VICTIMS have been forwarded to the occupational health and safety

_ review. The state government is committed to improving the

Ms BEDFORD (Florey): On Friday 29 November at health and safety of employers and employees and the general
11 o'clock the Asbestos Victims Association Incorporatedpyblic of South Australia and will continue to raise awareness
held its first Asbestos Awareness Day at the Penningtosf insidious occupational diseases and prevent and control
Gardens near the Adelaide Oval, and | had the honour afxposure to asbestos.
representing the Premier and laying a wreath with the janet Giles addressed the people present. In her address
member for Colton, Mr Paul Caica, in honour of the workersshe reijterated the union movement’s continued pressure on
who had died as a result of exposure to asbestos. In othgpth government and business to do as much as they can and
states they have an Asbestos Awareness Week, but Soufke action wherever possible to promote the safety of
Australia’s association has been_ln operation for only tWQyorkplaces and the removal of asbestos wherever it is
years, so next year they are hoping to have a full week gfyentified. The review of the occupational health and safety
awareness of.the insidious, disease causing substance. Al currently being undertaken gave them an opportunity to
South Australians should be made aware of the dangers @ed into that process, and | know that Janet and everyone at
asbestos, and | will put a few of those on record here todayne UTLC will be doing all they can to make sure that
It continues to be the single biggest workplace killer inyorkers’ safety is paramount. She also expressed, as did |,
Australia}. !t isnota dramati.c kiII.er; unlike other workplace thanks to the Asbestos Victims Support Association for its
deaths, it is a slow and quiet killer. It affects not only theexcellent work in supporting victims and their families. She
workers themselves but sometimes the family of the workerz g paid special tribute to Jack Watkins, well known to us

the wife who washes the work clothes or the family whogn, this side for his continued passion and knowledge in this
breathe in the dust that is shaken from them. It is insidiougeg

and has very long latency effects.

There are two prongs in the attack on asbestos. One is to CHINESE LANGUAGE STUDY
ensure that those who have been exposed in the past get
justice, and we must also be vigilant to ensure that asbestos Mrs HALL (Morialta): Today | pay tribute to and
is removed from every workplace, home and public buildingcompliment a group of people in South Australian schools
and is never used in construction of new buildings. It iswho are teaching students to speak Chinese. | thank the
internationally recognised that there is no safe level oEponsoring organisations and in particular congratulate the
exposure to asbestos. In fact, asbestos fibres are foumthny winners. | recently attended the presentation of awards
everywhere in the environment, because of its widespread usar the study of Chinese as a second language at the Adelaide
in brake linings and construction materials. Asbestos fibre$own Hall, which | might say was packed with students,
from some old roofs can end up in rainwater tanks, althougffamilies and friends and a number of representatives from the
ingestion of fibres is not considered a health risk. Thevarious schools. This annual event has for the past seven
principal concern with asbestos is through inhalationyears been sponsored by the Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
Asbestos is known as a lethal carcinogen and is given specifand just three years ago the Australian Chinese Medical
attention in workplace regulations. The best known of theAssociation joined in as a co-sponsor. The event was hosted
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by the Lord Mayor, Alfred Huang, who also presented for theémportance of being bilingual, because if both these skills can
first time the Lord Mayor’s Award to the high school with the be achieved our students’ opportunities are just endless.
highest enrolment of students studying Chinese as a second Time expired.
language. The winner this year was Salisbury East High
School.

The Chinese Language Teachers Association numbers REFUGEES
about 40 dedicated teachers. It was formed in the 1980s with \1- HANNA (Mitchell): | want to speak about three

the main objective to promote and encourage the learning qf|ated matters today. Certainly, | want to deal with the draft
Chinese as a second language. They are certainly doing akx,gee policy, which federal Labor MPs have been discuss-
|mpre§5|vejqb, as thg diverse number of schools involved i g; | want to touch upon the children overboard affair; and
teaching Chinese with student numbers of more than 10}t {0 say something about a rally at which | spoke on the
includes Pembroke School, Prince Alfred = College.yeekend. Just a few days ago | spoke at an anti-war rally, and
St Michael's C.o!lege,.St Peters Colleg.e., Sahsbqry East High o pleased to report to the house that it was well attended.
School and William Light R-12. In addition, 23 high schools Following many telephone calls of support to my office from

and 21 junior primary and junior schools are involved. Aneqpie  not only within but also without the Labor Party, |
number of speeches were made during the evening, includingy e no doubt there is tremendous community support for
magnificent presentations by two student winners from Ia%

S ; X ; eace and restrained behaviour when it comes to the US
year who had spent time in China furthering their language . gsecution of a war against Irag. Itis always the people who

and educational skills. Both students passionately_promot ffer the most and they always have the least to say about
the opportunities and advantages that they believe thejfo yecision to go to war.

second language skills would provide them in their future
career endeavours.

One of the surprising points that came out of the evenin
was raised by the President of the Chinese Chamber
Commerce, Bernard Khut, who said that less than 5 per cet

of Australian university students have a second language, ang P h ; ; : .
that figure compares most unfavourably with a number Ofecelwlng ev;]denceband dellber?tlgg].c The ﬁVldence .madﬁ It

: : : -very clear that, about a month before the assertion that
other countries. The speeches contained, as you can Imag'I){gfugees had thrown their children overboard into the Indian

the constant theme of the importance and opportunities th L - -

exist for students who have another language, and on th cean, the defence minister had received categorical reports

occasion clearly that focus was on Chinese—ana why woul at indicated there were doubts about children having been
rown overboard, and about the same time the Prime

it not be? Minist d/or his office had ved ¢
With a nation of more than 1 billion people, Australia’s ;" NISt€r and/or nis officé had received numMerous reports

ongoing good relations with China have unlimited opportunindicating serious doubts about children being thrown
ties for us in a number of areas: and | raise three areas, verboard. In other words, what we have is a case of the most

particular, namely, tourism, education and trade. | wa enior politicians in the nation being willing to misrepresent

privileged to travel to China in August 2000, just after he truth publicly fgr political advantage. ]
Australia was granted approved destination status. A number That whole affair, of course, blew up during the federal
of statistics available in a tourism sense already provide aflection in 2001—an election finally held on 11 November
indication of the immense possibilities. Mandarin Chinese ignd won comfortably by the Liberal Party under the leader-
spoken by more than 1.12 billion people in five countriesship of John Howard. Unfortunately, the children overboard
compared with English at 480 million in 115 countries, incident and the animosity it stirred up in the community
followed by Spanish at 320 million in 20 countries. The against refugees was an integral part of that election cam-
projections from the ACT indicate that tourism from China Paign. Prime Minister John Howard ruthlessly took advantage
has grown by 30 per cent in the last decade, with the projec@f that animosity, and he ruthlessly took advantage of the
ed figure for this year at 220 000, with leisure-based visitor§limate of fear which he and his ministers helped to create.
accounting for 40 per cent of this figure and business!n relation to the allegation that refugees had thrown their
technical and education making up the rest. Certainly theréhildren overboard, they had the information at hand which
are enormous opportunities for our state, particularly withdisproved the assertion, or at least cast serious doubts over
visitors out of Beijing, Shanghai and, particularly, Guang-it: yet they kept silent and allowed the lie to be perpetrated in
dong province where the southern tourists have a particuldfe Australian community that refugees had behaved
focus on food; they say they like eating, drinking and having€Prehensively. They stand to be condemned. Itis extraordi-
fun. In addition, our parks, beaches and general Australiaf@ry that they can get away with it.
outdoor experiences are most important to the Chinese. Federal Labor MPs have come out with a draft refugee
| conclude my remarks by saying that there is so muctpolicy, which | find grossly disappointing. | humbly call upon
more on this subject that we all can think about. | pay tributehem today to rewrite that draft policy because so much of it
to the extraordinarily important work done by our educatorsseems to be based on political expediency rather than
in particular, Thai Choong and the Chinese Languagerinciple. It is a slap in the face to the South Australian
Teachers Association for the magnificent work, commitmenbranch of the Labor Party which just six weeks ago came out
and results they are achieving; the Chinese Chamber afith a comprehensive and much more humane policy. For
Commerce; and the Australian Chinese Medical Associatioexample, | strongly adhere to the position that no asylum
for their strong support in making our students in this stateseekers should be kept in prison unless their initial security
China-ready. It is said by many of our educators and profesand health assessment is adverse. There are some good things
sionals that today our students have to be multiskilled. Bboutit. | have not time to analyse it closely today, but to me
strongly support that perspective but, in addition, add thd is the most significant moral issue facing Australia today.

Closer to home, | raise the issue of the children overboard
incident. It has not been adequately aired in this parliament
in our community. | want to say a few words about it. A
enate select committee on a certain maritime incident tabled
report on 23 October this year, after eight months of
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| believe that if we do not get this right, we can give up all ~ As members of parliament in both houses, we are mature
claim of being a Christian nation. enough to sit down and make sure that our references do not
cross over each other and duplicate the effort, if you like. It

is clear that the parliament's Economic and Finance Commit-
tee has always been seen as a committee that has had the
broadest brief. It is commonly known within the corridors as
the ‘all-powerful Economic and Finance Committee’.

HYDROPONIC EQUIPMENT However, if the act is strictly interpreted, the opportunity for
the Economic and Finance Committee to investigate a whole
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): | range of matters in relation to statutory authorities would be
maove. hampered. So, | put to the council and say to the government

That the National Competition Policy Review Report on thethat this is a very simple amendment. If the government
proposal to license hydroponic equipment retailers be published iished to progress this matter quickly by taking over this bill
accordance with section 12 of the Wrongs Act. - ’

i ) then | am relaxed with that. | make that offer to the govern-

Motion carried. ment: if it wants to rush this bill through so that the Economic

and Finance Committee can go about investigating those
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES (FUNCTIONS 9 gaing

matters it wishes to investigate more quickly, | am open to
OF ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE) talk to the government about that issue. | will not hold up the
AMENDMENT BILL

council any further on this bill, which is self-explanatory. |
seek leave to insert the explanation of clauseskansard
without my reading it.

Y Leave granted.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport) obtained leave and
introduced a bill for an act to amend the Parliamentar
Committees Act 1992. Read a first time.

. . Explanation of Clauses
The Hf)n.‘I.F. EVANS: | move: . Clause 1: Short title
That this bill be now read a second time. This clause is formal.

In so moving, | make a short contribution as a form of second.,_ Cause 2: Amendment of s. 6-—Functions of Committee
ection 6 of the Act contains provisions relating to the functions of

read|.ng explanation to this bill. Slnce' the February ZOO'he Economic and Finance Committee. Under sect{a)(i), the
election, | have had the pleasure of being on the EconomiGommittee may inquire into, consider and report on—

and Finance Committee. It has come to my attention that, matters concerned with the functions or operations of a public
under the Parliamentary Committees Act as it currently Officer, State instrumentality or publicly funded body; or
stands, the Economic and Finance Committee is, in effect, not t/ghgir;?r gerb“C office or State instrumentality should continue
able to inquire into statutory authorities. This occurs because whether changes should be made to improve efficiency and
of changes made to the Parliamentary Committees Act under effectiveness.

the previous government, moved by the Hon. K.T. Griffinin _ The provision currently prohibits the Economic and Finance
another place and supported by the parliament when th Ot?]‘cr)?i'ttit:g from inquiring into matters relating to statutory
Statutory Authorities Review Committee was established. ™ This clause amends section 6 by striking out from secti)(i)
When that committee was established, it was not necessarillye words ‘(other than a statutory authority)’, which occur twice, so
the intent of the parliament that the Economic and Financé#hat the Committee is no longer prohibited from conducting inquiries
Committee would be prevented from inquiring into a wholeiNto matters relating to statutory authorities.

range of matters in relation to statutory authorities. There was Mr HANNA secured the adjournment of the debate.
clearly some concern about duplication, but | do not think it

was ever the intention to say that the Economic and Finance INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
Committee simply could not address any matter in relation (PROHIBITION AGAINST BARGAINING

to Statutory authorities. SERVICES FEE) AMENDMENT BILL

On my reading of the Parliamentary Committees Act, it .
is clear that it could be interpreted—and, indeed, as | '€ Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport) obtained leave and
understand it from my advice, it is being interpreted—to'erdUCEd a b|I.I for an act to amend .the .Industrlal and
mean that the Economic and Finance Committee cannot degMPloyee Relations ACt_ 1994. Read afirst time.
with matters in relation to statutory authorities. If that was the 1€ Hon. 1.F. EVANS: I move:
interpretation applied throughout the previous government’s  That this bill be now read a second time.
regime, then most of the more controversial reports deliverede believe that this is an important bill for the house to
by the Economic and Finance Committee simply would notonsider. It is important because it has significance for the
have been able to be undertaken. The committee clearly hdmisiness community in South Australia. It will be one of the
a broader brief under the previous regime than it might bédirst tests of the government’s resolve in relation to standing
given if the act is so strictly interpreted to mean that it cannotip to the unions and putting on record a view about industrial
undertake investigations into statutory authorities. relations. This bill seeks to ban unions from charging non-

This bill is very simple in that it attempts to amend the unionists bargaining fees for services undertaken by the union
Parliamentary Committees Act 1991 by deleting frombut not requested by the non-unionists. So, if a union
section 6A(3) of the act the words ‘(other than a statutorynegotiated a particular outcome, it could not serve or seek a
authority)’ which occur twice in that provision. This would payment from a non-unionist who might benefit from that
allow the Economic and Finance Committee to inquire intcoutcome.
matters relating to statutory authorities. Obviously, if that We move this bill—and I think | am right in saying this—
amendment was carried, there would have to be somigecause in 1999 the Victorian Electrical Trades Union
coordination between the committees so that there was notserted a clause into its federal agreement which, for the first
straight-out duplication between the committees. time, introduced the concept of a bargaining fee for non-
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union members. The employee organisations indeed are seport—not only the report generally but to the report
concerned about this concept that they, in conjunction witspecifically in relation to bargaining fees.
the federal minister, as | understand it, are now progressing It is interesting to note what Bob Carr said about bargain-
this matter through the courts or have indicated publicly theiing fees—and | know this will interest you, Mr Acting
intention to take this matter through the High Court if Speaker, because of your great interest in New South Wales
necessary and fight this cause. Labor politics. When Bob Carr was asked about bargaining
As | understand the interstate example, the courts haviees he said, ‘You can’t put a tax on other members of the
found that, even though the clauses breach the principle efork force and the state cannot require the collection of union
freedom of association, they are indeed not illegal. So, actiofees from non-unionists.’ It is pretty clear where Bob Carr
is about to go before the High Court—indeed, it may even batands in relation to this issue: he is anti bargaining fees.
before that court now—and is being brought by the federalhere is an opportunity here for the government to come out
minister and employer organisations that will appeal theand display some positive initiative and direction on indust-
legality of the clauses. Indeed, as | understand it, the federaill relations. The parliament will not get any direction from
government itself has moved legislation to ban these clauséise government in relation to industrial relations until at least
in federal agreements, and the matter is still stalled in thé&larch or April next year. At least one year of the govern-
Senate and has been marked a bill of high priority by thenent’s term will go by and the business community still will
Prime Minister. not know necessarily where the government stands on
For those in the house who are unaware of how théndustrial relations.
bargaining fee principle works, the bargaining fee is usually We argue that this bill helps protect people’s freedom of
levied at around $500. It is usually significantly higher thanassociation and people’s right to choose, and properly sets out
the yearly union membership fee. Of course, the unions wilthe appropriate balance and the way this issue should be
claim that the fees are justified, as they are basically a fee fdrandled in South Australia. We believe that bargaining fees
service and are charged when a non-union member employsbould be banned in the South Australian environment. |
benefits from an agreement negotiated by the union. To sommake clear that the Liberal Party supports and accepts the role
that may sound logical. However, in reality, in relation to unions play within the work force, as we do the Employee
industrial laws, the parliaments have not been successful @mbudsman. We also support choice and back people’s
agreeing to giving the employees the opportunity to choosability to choose. We believe that those currently within
the bargaining option. Simply put, if a non-union employeegovernment should also support this legislation and join with
benefits from an agreement negotiated by the union, the faes to back people’s ability to choose. We think that to support
will be required to be paid. However, the union movementhe concept of bargaining fees and vote down the legislation
refuses to allow the employee the choice. In other words, itvould be a retrograde step.
is a captive audience and the employee does not have the One would ask why the unions have resorted to this tactic.
right to individually negotiate, so the union negotiates, everit is obvious to everyone. The union movement’s membership
though the employee may not want the union to negotiatehas been on the decline for some years now—I think less than
The union then sends the employee a $500 bill for th€0 per cent of the work force is involved with the union
negotiation fee. They also might hint that the union fee ismovement. It is looking for innovative ways to recruit new
only $200 and that it might be cheaper for them to join themembers to the union work force and, by applying bargaining
union. That, of course, is compulsory unionism by stealthfees at a substantially higher rate than the union membership
Most people faced with a $200 bill to join the union or a $500fee, that provides the union movement with an ideal way to
bill as a bargaining fee would take the $200 to save $300, sbring in compulsory unionism by stealth. We will be seeking
it is a straight commercial decision and not one of greagovernment and other members’ support in relation to
support for the union movement. bargaining fees. It is sensible for South Australia to state in
We come to this argument based on the principle ofts laws that bargaining fees are illegal. | seek leave to insert
freedom of association, and that is that the non-unionist athe detailed explanation of the clausesiensardwithout my
employee who has not sought out the union to undertake theading it.
negotiations or enterprise bargaining agreement on their Leave granted.
behalf should not be sent a bill by the union. Why should  clause 1: Short title
anyone be sent a bill by an organisation that they have ndthis clause is formal.
asked to undertake a service on their behalf? We argue th%tﬁig::allgagez: rC(:J\O/?(;(ranset?l(;?mian’leasure will come into operation one
this bill will m"".'“.-‘ Itvery clear within the South Australian month after tphe day on which it is assented to by the Gpovernor.
IaW that bal’galnlng feeS are |"egal and cannot be Charged Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4_|nterpretation
I note with interest that the Stevens report released by thehis clause amends the interpretation section of the Act by inserting
gt enions bl oo bl s S elnion o o,
itwill put them on hold unl the grbltratlon aﬂd court CaSeS; justrial matter or an industrial instrument. A ‘bargaining sgrvic’es
are resolved. We do not see the issue as being that complgge: is a fee payable to an association (or someone in lieu of an
We see no reason to wait for the court case to be resolved. d&sociation) wholly or partly for the provision of bargaining services.
the government does not believe in bargaining fees, then Clause 4: Amendment of s.79—Approval of enterprise agreement

iclation: bring i ection 79 contains provisions relating to the approval of enterprise
support the legislation; bring in the law that makes then’ﬁgreements by the Industrial Relations Commission. This clause

lllegal.. Ifit does believe in b(?lrgalnlng fee§, it does not neeqilserts a new subsection that prevents the Commission from
to wait for the court case: it can come in and say. ‘As aapproving an enterprise agreement if the agreement requires payment
philosophy, we believe people can be charged for a serviod a bargaining services fee. o

they have not requested and can simply argue that.’ B Clause 5: Amendment of s. 115—Prohibited reason

P ; ; his clause amends section 115 of the Act by adding to the list of
deferring it to the committee it really shows that the gOVerN - ohibited reasons for discrimination by an employer against another

ment has yet to receive its instructions from the uniorperson the fact that the person has not paid, or has not agreed to pay,
movement as to what its response should be to the Stevensdoes not propose to pay, a bargaining services fee.



2128 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 4 December 2002

Clause 6: Insertion of Chapter 4 Part 4 Division 1A or friend was placed on the back of the driver’s licence so
This clause inserts a new Division into Part 4 of Chapter 4 of the Actthat, if a person was involved in an accident, the authorities,
Part 4 contains provisions generally applicable to associations. yhen they attended the accident scene, would have immediate

DIVISION 1A—PROHIBITION AGAINST BARGAINING .
SERVICES FEE access to a contact number and name, as a result of which the

139A. Association must not demand bargaining services fee time frame would be shortened dramatically.

An association (or an officer or member of an association) must Obviously the authorities would not ring the contacts and
not demand payment of a bargaining services fee from anothesay, ‘Your family member or friend has been in an accident.
person. The maximum penalty for this offence is a fine of $20come to the accident scene.” Commonsense would dictate

000. . . .
This prohibition does not prevent an association from,thattheyWOUId say, "Your family member has been involved

demanding or receiving payment of a bargaining services fee thdfl an aC_Cident Qﬂd they are goingto $UCh anq such a hospital
is payable under a contract for the provision of bargaining seror medical facility.” Obviously, having family members
VvIces. attend an accident scene would create all sorts of manage-

‘Demand’ is defined to include ‘purport to demand’, ‘have e ; e ; ;
the effect of demanding’ and ‘purport to have the effect of de-ment difficulties and emotions—as we could imagine.

manding’. This bill simply provides a voluntary option for members
139B. Association must not coerce person to pay bargainin@f the public to have placed on the back of their licence a
services fee name and contact telephone number for either a family

An association (or an officer or member of an association) musinember or a friend which can then be used in times of

not take, or threaten to take, action against a person with th . ; : ;
intention of coercing the person (or another person) to pay &M1€r9ency; that is the first part of the bill. The second part

bargaining services fee or enter into a contract for the provisio®f the bill relates to blood group, that s, having_ the OPtion of
of bargaining services. The maximum penalty for this offence isputting a blood group on the back of one’s driver’s licence,
a fine of $20 000. so that, again, if you are involved in an accident, it gives the

i?\gaiéc?;:\(t)iglr?t(lgparr?g?ftiggé?ﬁe?ﬁggrl%?acﬁ%gsociation) ucRuthorities forward warning of the blood type involved. If
not take, or threaten to take, action that has the direct or indirecf€r€ IS @ bus turn-over and there is a large group of people

effect of prejudicing a person in his or her employment (orthen, especially in remote areas, it gives advance warning of
possible employment) for the reason that the person has not paifie blood groups required. That suggestion was made to me

(or has not agreed to pay or does not propose to pay) a bargainifg, others when | talked to them about the first part of the bill;
services fee. An association is also prohibited from advising

inciting or encouraging a third person to take such action. Thé)thers have suggested the second part'of It. .
maximum penalty for this offence is a fine of $20 000. Both those issues are voluntary options, so there is no

139D. Certain provisions void compulsion for people to rush out and change their licences.
A provision of an industrial instrument requiring payment of a It is purely an option for those wishing to take it up at the
bargaining services fee is void to the extent of the requirementjme of changing or gaining their licence. | went into the

139E. False or misleading representations about bargainin -
services fees HTransport SA office in North Terrace and asked to have a

A person must not make a false or misleading representatioR@me and telephone number put on the back of my licence.
about another person’s liability to pay a bargaining services fed. know that they have the capacity to put certain conditions

The maximum penalty for this offence is a fine of $20 000.  on the back of licences, because on the back of my licence |
) already have a condition about my eligibility to drive an Apex

Mr SNELLING secured the adjournment of the debate yn, train. So, there already is the capacity to have things
written on the back of a licence. But, according to them, the

MOTOR VEHICLES (EMERGENCY CONTACT did not have the capacity to write a name %nd telephon{a
DETAILS) AMENDMENT BILL number, and that is fine; there is no criticism there. If the
parliament agrees to this bill, it basically instructs the

government to set up a system that allows that information

to be recorded on the back of the licence.

The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport) obtained leave and
introduced a bill for an act to amend the Motor Vehicles Act,

1959. Read a first time. ; ; .

The Hon. LE. EVANS: | move: Some people have raised with me issues such as what

o . happens when the name and telephone number on the back

That this bill be now read a second time. of the licence changes. My answer to that is very simple: it
There is a sad tale to this bill, because it results from aiis no different to when you change your address. A P-plater
inquiry from a constituent who wrote to me about theor 20 year old living at home with mum and dad has their
unfortunate death of his son and the trauma his family wagesidential address on their licence. When they leave home
put through as a result of that event. It is at that family’sat the age of 25 and move into their own flat, or whatever,
suggestion that this bill is now introduced in the house. Mythey might have a 10-year licence, but there is a process
constituents wrote to me stating that their son had beewhere they can go in and change their residential address,
involved in a motor vehicle accident only a few kilometreswhen a sticker is placed on the licence. So, all those processes
from their home and only a few kilometres from the son’sare already in place.
home, where he lived alone. The accident was a very serious This is a very simple bill, which gives families the
one and the authorities took some 16 hours to contact thgpportunity to be notified earlier when either a family
parents about it. Regrettably, the son passed away some dayember or a friend has found themselves in a spot of trouble.
later as a direct result of the accident. Itis a sensible amendment, and | wish | had brought it here

The father wrote to me on behalf of the family about aunder different circumstances, as the circumstances relating
whole range of issues concerning that accident, which | arto this issue are very sad. But it is a good, positive outcome
taking up through other channels rather than on the floor abut of what are very difficult circumstances for that family.
the house. He asked me why it takes 16 hours for the |do notwish to delay the house any longer in relation to
authorities to contact the family or friends of an accidentthat issue as it is a very simple initiative, and | hope the
victim. The suggestion was made to develop a systergovernment picks it up. If it needs improvement, rather than
whereby a name and telephone number of a family membefefeating the measure, | hope the government comes back
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and improves it if there is some way in which that can occur.  The Program will provide significant environmental, economic

| seek leave to insert the explanation of the clauses jand social benefits to the region but the need to negotiate additional
; P funding and gain certainty of access and management of drains and

Hansardwithout my reading it. wetlands in the region has meant that the future of the approved

Leave granted. scheme is under threat.
Explanation of Clauses Lack of recent progress is partially due to the need to put in place
Clause 1: Short title anew funding package. This Is currently being negotiated as part of
This clause is formal. the implementation of the National Action Plan for Salinity and
Clause 2: Commencement Water Quality arrangements with the Commonwealth Government

This clause provides that the measure will come into operation oand Regional Communities. The South East is a priority region for
1 January 2004 unless an earlier commencement date is fixed lagtion to address its salinity and water quality issues.

proclamation. Other factors preventing USE Program progress relate to the lack
Clause 3: Amendment of section 77A—Licences and learner'sf specific legislation to enable the promulgation of the Program and
permits to include photographs and other information difficulties in applying existing legislation that, in part, has allowed

In addition to removing certain redundant words from subsection (1)and holders to construct and control drainage works and refuse
this clause amends section 77A by inserting new provisions relatingccess across their land, together with detrimental implications for
to information that may be included on licences and learner'sipstream land holders, as well as native vegetation and wetland
permits. habitats. This has led to the need to initiate this new legislation to

An applicant for issue or renewal of a licence or learner’s permitenable the Government to effectively deliver the Program for the
may request that the name and telephone number of an emergenugnefit of all those with a stake in the Program, including local land
contact person be included on the licence or permit. An applicantolders and the broader community with an interest in maintaining
may also request that details of his or her blood group be includethe environmental, economic and social values of the region.
on the licence or permit. If such a request is made, the information The bill proposes a way forward that is transparent to all
must be included on the licence or permit. stakeholders with its provisions only applicable in the Upper South

The holder of a licence that does not include emergency contagast of the State. A key feature of the legislation is the identification
details or blood group information may request that such informatiomf corridors of land that have been assessed as being required to
be included on the licence. If a request for inclusion of thisimplement the drainage aspects of the Program. The acquisition of
information is made, the Registrar must amend the licence im number of these alignments has already been negotiated with
accordance with the request. The Registrar cannot charge a fee fexisting land holders, and are identified in Part A of Schedule 1 of
this service. this bill. The remaining alignments that will be required to imple-

If the holder of a licence or learner’s permit applies to vary thement the program are identified in plans that have been lodged with
name or telephone number of the contact person, the Registrar muat Surveyor-General and are identified in Part B of Schedule 1 of

amend the licence or permit accordingly. ) this bill (and will consist of a corridor made up of land to a distance
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 136—Duty to notify change of namef 100 metres on either side of a defined centre line). All of these
address, etc. alignments are to be acquired at no cost by force of the legislation

This clause amends section 136 of the Act by inserting a nevand vested in the Minister. It is the Government’s intent that, when
subsection. Under subsection (1a), if the person specified on the Project works are complete, any excess land within the 200 metre
licence or learner’s permit as an emergency contact person changesrridors acquired by this bill will be transferred back to the
his or her name or telephone number, the holder of the licence iappropriate party. The non-payment for the acquisition of the project
required, within 14 days of becoming aware of the change, to notifyworks corridors is a feature of the existing drainage scheme where,
the Registrar of the person’s new name or address. with few exceptions to date, land holders have freely donated their
land in recognition of the environmental and productivity benefits

Mr SNELLING secured the adjournment of the debatethe drains will provide. Certainty of alignment will enable the
drainage component of the scheme to be completed quickly.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: The bill also provides control over the drainage works of private
individuals to ensure that the Government Drainage Scheme has
TRANSPORT ACT REGULATIONS priority and that private works cannot conflict with the Government
scheme. However, complementary beneficial works can be

Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Hanna: conducted under licence from the Minister.

That the report of the committee, on regulations under the In recognition of the potential harm that can be caused by
Transport Act 1994—No. 243 of 2001, be noted. inappropriate activities to the regional environment including the
. RAMSAR-designated Coorong, as well as other major wetlands and
(Continued from 27 November. Page 2027.) native vegetation, the bill enables the Minister to issue a range of

) ) orders relating to land management, water management and other
Motion carried. activities in the defined Project Region. The bill also proposes
significant penalties for offences within the defined Project Area in

UPPER SOUTH EAST DRYLAND SALINITY AND recognition of the need to ensure that the goals of the Project are not

FLOOD MANAGEMENT BILL subverted.

The bill provides that existing provisions of the South Eastern

. : . . . Water Conservation and Drainage Act 1992 will not apply to the
Received from the Legislative Council and read a f'rStdefined Project Area. Levies raised from land holders under that Act

time. o ] for the purposes of the USE Program will now be raised by the
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and Minister under this new legislation.
Conservation): | move: The bill gives the Minister the flexibility to initiate negotiations

That this bill be now read a second time with individual land holders where land holders will be encouraged
: to offer up biodiversity tradeoffs such as protecting native vegetation
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert@tder management agreements in exchange for removal or reduction
in Hansardwithout my reading it. of their drainage levy obligations. .
Leave granted. The main object of this bill is to ensure certainty for the Program
by providing the Minister with the necessary functions and powers
An estimated 250 000 hectares or 40 per cent of productivéo complete the work of protecting and enhancing agricultural land
farmland in the Upper South-East have been degraded by salinisatiamd the natural environment in the Upper South-East.
caused by high groundwater levels and flooding and a further The Labor Government is committed to the completion of this
200 000 hectares including approximately 40 000 hectares of higimportant integrated natural resource management program com-
value wetlands and native vegetation are at risk. To alleviate thigenced by the previous Government, and considers it vital that this
problem the Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood Managetegislation be put in place to provide clarity and underpin rapid
ment Program (USE Program) was initiated with four main elementsyrogress. The bill has a scheduled review date in four years from the
drainage, vegetation protection and enhancement, saltland agronomiite of proclamation. At this time it is expected the drainage works
and wetland enhancement and management. will be complete but many of the management agreements with
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landholders will continue. Other outstanding matters will also need his clause allows the Minister to delegate a power or function of
to be addressed at that stage. The review of the legislation withe Minister under this bill. Where provided for in the instrument of
provide an appropriate opportunity to identify the issues that willdelegation, that power or function may also be further delegated.
need to be addressed in the future, in conjunction with the ongoing DIVISION 2—AUTHORISED OFFICERS
activities of the South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Clause 9: Appointment of authorised officers
Board. It is envisaged that this bill would be able to be repealed athis clause provides for the appointment by the Minister of
that time. ) _authorised officers. Conditions or limitations may apply to the

The Government looks forward to the support of Parliament inappointment and powers of authorised officers. Identity cards are
passing this bill as a pivotal means of ensuring the success of thequired to be issued to authorised officers, and an authorised officer
Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood Management Progranimust produce an identity card if requested to do so by a person in
I commend this bill to the House. relation to whom the authorised officer intends to exercise any

Explanation of Clauses powers under this bill.
PART 1 Clause 10: Powers of authorised officers
PRELIMINARY This clause provides the necessary powers to enable authorised

Clause 1: Short title officers to carry out their functions. An authorised officer may, as

Clause 2: Commencement may reasonably be required in connection with the administration,
These clauses are formal. operation or enforcement of this bill—

Clause 3: Interpretation
This clause defines terms used in this bill.

Clause 4: Identification of project and project area
This clause provides that the Governor may, by regulation, establish
a scheme to further the objects of this bill. The Upper South East
Project, with modifications as thought fit by the Governor, may be
adopted and the Governor may set out a scheme for undertakirig
Project works by the Minister. The scheme may be varied from time
to time by the Governor.

The areas of land that are to constitute the Project Area must be
described or delineated in the regulations to this bill.

Clause 5: Interaction with other Acts
This bill is in addition to, and does not limit or derogate from, the
provisions of any other Act. :

PART 2
ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION 1—THE MINISTER

Clause 6: Functions of the Minister .
This clause provides that the Minister is to undertake the imple-
mentation of the Project, and sets out functions to be adopted by the
Minister in doing so, including: .

- to provide an effective and efficient system for managing the,
surface water within the Project Area by conserving, draining,
altering the flow or utilising the water in any manner;
to carry out works for the purpose of altering the level of the
water table of lands in the Project Area; .
to undertake initiatives to reduce, and to protect against increases
to, salinity levels affecting land in the Project Area;
to undertake other projects to enhance water conservation,
drainage or management within the Upper South East, and the
productive capacity of land within the Upper South East;
to institute or supervise environmental testing, monitoring or
evaluation programs within the Upper South East; .
to undertake initiatives to protect, enhance or re-establish any ke
environmental feature in connection with the implementation of
the Project;
to encourage and assist in the development of environmental
management practices and improvement programs in connectian
with the implementation of the Project;

enter any land (except residential premises);

inspect any place, including the stratum lying below the surface
of any land, and water on or under any land, and inspect any
works, plant or equipment;

give directions with respect to the stopping or movement of a
vehicle, plant, equipment or other thing;

take measurements, including measurements of the flow of any
water on or under any land or relating to any change in the
environment;

place any markers, pegs or other items or equipment in order to
assist in environmental testing or monitoring;

take samples of any substance or thing from any place (including
under any land) or vehicle, plant, equipment or other thing;

with the authority of a warrant issued by a magistrate, require any
person to produce specified documents or documents of a
specified kind, including a written record that reproduces in an
understandable form information stored by computer, microfilm
or other process;

examine, copy or take extracts from a document or information
so produced or require a person to provide a copy of any such
document or information;

take photographs, films, audio, video or other recordings;
examine or test any vehicle, plant, equipment, fitting or other
thing (including any water), or cause or require it to be so
examined or tested, or seize it or require its production for such
examination or testing;

seize and retain any vehicle, plant, equipment or other thing that
the authorised officer reasonably suspects has been used in, or
may constitute evidence of, a contravention of this bill;

require a person who the authorised officer reasonably suspects
has committed, is committing or is about to commit, a contraven-
tion of this bill to state the person’s full name and usual place of
residence and to produce evidence of the person’s identity;
require a person to answer questions;

give directions reasonably required in connection with the
exercise of a power conferred by any of the above paragraphs or
otherwise in connection with the administration, operation or
enforcement of this bill;

exercise other prescribed powers.

An authorised officer may exercise a power under this clause to

to undertake the enforcement of this bill, especially in relationgrther or enhance the Project Undertaking. An authorised officer
to any action that is inconsistent with the effective and efhmentmay also enter and inspect any place (excepting residential premises)

implementation of the Project; and

to determine whether a management agreement is being, or has been,

to perform other functions assigned to the Minister under thissomplied with.

bill.
Clause 7: General powers of the Minister
This clause provides that the Minister has the power to do anything

An authorised officer may be accompanied by assistants where

reasonably required.

Subclause (5) provides that an authorised officer may only use

necessary, expedient or incidental to implementing the Project Gorce to enter any place or vehicle on the authority of a warrant
performing the functions of the Minister under this bill, administer- jssued by a magistrate.

ing this bill, or furthering the objects of this bill. In doing so, the
Minister may:
- enter into any form of contract, agreement or arrangement;

Subclause (6) sets out the circumstances in which a magistrate

may issue a warrant under subclause (5). A warrant may be applied
for either personally or by telephone, and an application must be

acquire, hold, deal with or dispose of real or personal propertynade in accordance with the regulations.

or any interest in real or personal property;

Clause 11: Hindering, etc., persons engaged in the admin-

seek expert or technical advice on any matter from any persoftration of this Act

on such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks fit;
carry out projects;
- actin conjunction with any other person or authority.
A "project” includes any form of work, scheme, undertaking or other
activity. .
Clause 8: Power of delegation

Thi

s clause provides that a person who:

without reasonable excuse hinders or obstructs an authorised
officer or other person engaged in the administration of this bill;
or

fails to answer a question put by an authorised officer to the best
of his or her knowledge, information or belief; or
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produces a document or record that he or she knows, or oughtto Unlike the previous clause, thend Acquisition Act 1968pplies

know, is false or misleading in a material particular; or
fails without reasonable excuse to comply with a requirement or
direction of an authorised officer under this bill; or

in relation to land acquired under this clause.

This clause does not affect the ability of the Minister to acquire

land by agreement, nor the operation of clause 12 (or any other

uses abusive, threatening or insulting language to an authorisefause) of this bill.

officer, or a person assisting an authorised officer; or

DIVISION 2—MINISTER MAY UNDERTAKE WORKS

falsely represents, by words or conduct, that he or she is an Clause 15: Minister may undertake works

authorised officer,

For the purposes of implementing the project, furthering or enhan-

is guilty of an offence, the maximum penalty for which is a fine of cing the Project Undertaking, or furthering the objects of this bill, the

$10 000.

Minister may construct, maintain or remove such works, and

A person is not, however, obliged to answer a question if to daundertake any other work, as the Minister thinks fit.

so would tend to incriminate them.
This clause also provides that it is an offence, with a maximunr

penalty of a fine of $10 000, for a person other than an authorised

officer to remove, destroy or interfere with a marker, peg or other
item or equipment placed under proposed section {€Mjithout

Those works may include the following:

infrastructure or other devices constructed, established or used
for the purposes of conserving, draining or altering the flow of
surface water from or onto land or utilising any such water;
works constructed for the purpose of altering water table levels;

the permission of the Minister.
PART 3
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECT
DIVISION 1—VESTING OF LAND

works constructed for the purpose of protecting, enhancing or re-
establishing any key environmental feature, or any other
environmental program or initiative;

works constituting access roads, bridges or culverts;

Clause 12: Vesting of land for drainage purposes - works constituting storage or workshop facilities, camps or
This clause vests all land within a project works corridor in the  service facilities.

Minister in an estate in fee simple. All relevant interest in the landThe work undertaken under this clause may include widening,
are freed and discharged. The Minister may, at any time, enter intdeepening, cleaning out, shoring up or raising or lowering the banks
possession of that land. No compensation is payable at the time of any watercourse, lake or other water resource, or raising or
the vesting of land under this clause, but compensation may becontewering the level of any water or water table through any process.
payable in due course under clause 13. It may also include any activities associated with environmental

The Governor may transfer any land within a project workstesting, monitoring or evaluation.
corridor to the former owner of the land, the owner of adjoining land DIVISION 3—MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS
or a public authority if the Governor is satisfied the land willnotbe  Clause 16: Management agreements
required for the purposes of the Project. This clause allows the Minister to enter into a management agree-

The clause also provides that the Registrar-General must, on thieent with the owner of land within the Project Area. The manage-
application of the Minister, issue to the Minister a certificate of title, ment agreement may relate to the conservation or management of
or certificates of title, with respect to all or any of the land within anywater, the management of any water table, the preservation,
project works corridor. The Registrar-General may also take angonservation, management or re-establishment of any key environ-
action in relation to any instrument, or against any land, that thenental feature, or any other matter associated with the implementa-
Registrar-General considers appropriate on account of the operatidion of the Project or furthering or enhancing of the Project
of this clause. This may include noting that the relevant land idJndertaking.
affected by the operation of this clause. A management agreement may, with respect to the land to which

The clause clarifies that neither thand Acquisition Act 1969 it relates—
nor theCrown Lands Act 1928pply in relation to land vested under - require specified work or work of a specified kind be carried out
this clause. No stamp duty is payable with respect to a vesting of on the land, or authorise the performance of work on the land;
land under this clause. - restrict the nature of any work that may be carried out on the

Clause 13: Entitlement to compensation land;

A person who is the owner of land within a project works corridor - prohibit or restrict specified activities or activities of a specified
immediately before the commencement of this measure may apply kind on the land;

for compensation for loss in a situation covered by subclause (2) or provide for the management of any matter in accordance with a
(3), with the application to be made after the expiration of the particular management plan (which may then be varied from time
prescribed period. to time by agreement between the Minister and the owner of the

The "prescribed period" is to be the period of 42 months after the land);
commencement of this measure (or a period of between 36 and 45 provide for the adoption or implementation of environment
months prescribed by regulation). (This will mean that compensation protection measures or environment improvement programs;
will be assessed at or towards the end of the project, when the extent provide for the testing or monitoring of any key environmental
of loss (or gain) can be determined according to the amount of land feature, or of any matter that may affect a key environmental
that has been returned to the owrsmdclause 12(8)), and according feature;
to the extent to which the implementation of the project has led to  provide for a reduction in, or exemption from, a levy under
an improvement in the relevant land.) proposed Part 4 of this bill; or

The Valuer-General will be responsible for determining the value  provide for remission of rates or taxes in respect of the land; or
of any land for the purposes of this clause. The value or cost of any provide for the Minister to pay to the owner of the land an
works undertaken before the commencement of this measure is to amount as an incentive to enter into the agreement.
be disregarded, and an allowance must be made (in favour of th&term of a management agreement providing for the remission of
Minister) if the relevant owner causes a diminution of value throughrates or taxes has effect despite any law to the contrary.
any development or activity undertaken by the owner during the Subclause (4) requires the Registrar-General, on the application
prescribed period. An allowance will also be made for changes in thef a party to a management agreement, to note the agreement against
general market for land in the Upper South East. the relevant instrument of title or, in the case of land not under the

Any compensation will be the amount that represents the loss thgtrovisions of theReal Property Act 188@gainst the land.
exists at the end of the prescribed period, as described in subclause Subclause (5) provides that a management agreement has no
(2)(b) or (3)c). Given that compensation will be determined at theforce or effect under this Act until a note is made under subclause
expiration of the prescribed period, interest will be payable on any4).
entitlement. If the parties cannot agree on compensation, the com- Where a note has been entered under subsection (4), the agree-
pensation will be determined by the relevant court, which is defineanent is binding on both the current owner of the land (whether or not
as the Environment, Resources and Development Court for claintdat owner was the person with whom the agreement was made, and
not exceeding $150 000, and the Land and Valuation Court for largetespite the provisions of thReal Property Act 1886and any
claims. occupier of the land.

Clause 14: Compulsory acquisition of land The Registrar-General must, on application, enter a note of the
This clause provides that the Minister may compulsorily acquire landescission or amendment against the instrument of title, or against
if the Minister considers the land is reasonably necessary for ththe land if satisfied an agreement has been rescinded or amended.
implementation of the Project or to further or enhance the ProjecThe Registrar-General must also ensure that the note is not otherwise
Undertaking. removed once made.
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Subclause (8) provides that, except to the extent that th&his clause allows the Minister to levy contributions to the funding
agreement provides for the remission of rates or taxes, a managemeiitthe Project from all persons who own or occupy more than 10
agreement does not affect the obligations of an owner or occupidrectares of private land in the Project Area, and allows the Minister
of land under any other Act. to establish a scheme for recovering contributions.

DIVISION 4—ENTRY ONTO LAND A contribution will not, however, be levied in respect of land

Clause 17: Entry onto land which is subject to a management agreement under this bill to the
This clause provides that a person may, for prescribed purposesxtent that the agreement provides for a reduction or exemption from
enter and pass over any land that is not vested in the Minister, brintie levy, or where the Minister (by notice in tlBazettg provides
vehicles, plant and equipment onto that land, and temporarily occugyr a reduction or exemption from the levy. An exemption by the
land not vested in the Minister. In doing so, a person must minimisdinister in theGazettamay operate in respect of a period commen-

disturbances to any land, and, subject to any alternative arrangemesing before publication of the notice.

agreed between the Minister and owner of the relevant land, must
restore any disturbed land to its previous condition. No compensation
is payable with respect to the exercise of a power under this clause.
DIVISION 5—PRIVATE WORKS

Clause 18: Requirement for a licence

PART 5
PROTECTION OF PROJECT
DIVISION 1—OFFENCE
Clause 24: Project Undertaking not to be interfered with

This clause provides that it is an offence for a person, without the

This clause provides that, unless a person has a licence granted ungermission of the Minister, to actin a manner that the person knows
this proposed Division by the Minister, it is an offence for the personwill interfere in a material way, or is likely to interfere in a material

to:
- construct any works within the Project Area; or
remove any works within the Project Area; or
close-off, obstruct or in any other way interfere with any works -
or water resource within the Project Area; or
undertake any other activity within the Project Area,
if to do so would, or would be likely to—
interfere with any Project works, or with any proposal under
the Project works scheme; or
stop, increase, decrease or otherwise affect:

way, with—

the Project works scheme; or
any Project works, or the operation of any Project works; or
any other aspect of the Project Undertaking.

The penalty for this offence is $200 000 in the case of a body
corporate, and $100 000 or 2 years imprisonment or both in the case
of a natural person.

A lesser penalty of $50 000 for a body corporate, or $25 000 for

a natural person, applies in the case of where a person ought
reasonably to have known, rather than actually knew, of the likely

(a) the movement of water on, or to or from, any land; or interference.

(b) the flow of water into or from any Project works; or

The clause also sets out the granting of the permission referred

(c) the flow of water in or into or from a water resource to in subclauses (1) and (2), and provides that the granting of a

or part of a water resource;

permission may be subject to conditions, contravention of which is

alter any water table or salinity level in the Project Area; or an offence attracting a maximum penalty of $50 000.

without limiting a preceding point, adversely affect to any
significant degree any key environmental feature; or

DIVISION 2—ORDERS
Clause 25: Project orders

without limiting a preceding point, adversely affect to any This clause provides for the making of project orders by the Minister.

significant degree any part of the Project Undertaking,

A project order is in the form of a written notice. A project order may

The maximum penalty for an offence under this clause is a finde issued for the purpose(s) of:

of $200 000 for a body corporate, or a fine of $100 000, or impris-
onment for 2 years, (or both) for a natural person.

Works in existence prior to the commencement of this Act are
also subject to this clause, however no criminal liability attaches with
respect to an act that occurred before that commencement. Similarly,
no liability arises with respect to an act undertaken under a condition
of a licence issued under section 43 of theuth Eastern Water
Conservation and Drainage Act 1992cluding a licence granted
before the commencement of this bill should it be enacted.

Subclause (1) does not, however, apply to a person or authority
exempted by the regulations, or in any prescribed circumstances.

Clause 19: Procedure
This clause provides that an application for a license must be made
to the Minister in a manner and form determined by the Minister, and
allows the Minister to require an applicant to furnish further
information or verify information by statutory declaration. A
prescribed fee is payable in respect of an application.

Clause 20: Conditions .
A licence issued under this proposed Division of the bill is subject
to such conditions as the Minister thinks fit. A condition of a licence

preventing, regulating or managing the flow of any water within
the Project Area; or

conserving, protecting, regulating, managing or improving any
water resource within the Project Area; or

protecting against an alteration to the height of any water table;
or

protecting or improving the quality of any soil on land within the
Project Area; or

protecting or enhancing any key environmental feature; or

for the purpose of securing compliance with any management
agreement, any condition of a licence, any condition of a
permission of the Minister under proposed Division 1 or any
other requirement imposed by or under this bill; or

for the purpose of addressing any activity that, in the opinion of
the Minister, is having an adverse effect on the Project works
scheme, the operation of any Project works or any key envi-
ronmental feature; or

for the purpose of giving effect in any other way to the imple-
mentation of the Project or the furthering or enhancement of the
Project Undertaking.

may be varied (including the addition, substitution or deletion of oneThe clause sets out the requirements in relation to the making of an
or more conditions) by the Minister. order.

The holder of a licence granted under this proposed Division may In the case where an authorised officer is of the opinion that
apply in writing to the Minister for a variation of a condition; the urgent action is required, a project order can be issued by the
Minister may grant or refuse to grant the variation. authorised officer. That order may be issued orally. However, an

Failure to comply with a condition of a licence is an offence, theemergency order under this clause ceases to operate after 72 hours
maximum penalty for which is a fine of $200 000 in the case of ahas elapsed, unless it is confirmed by a written project order issued
body corporate, or, in the case of a natural person, a fine of $100 00§y the Minister. An order may be varied or revoked by the Minister.
or imprisonment for 2 years, or both. Failure to comply with an order is an offence with a maximum

DIVISION 6—RELATED MATTERS penalty of $200 000 in the case of a body corporate, and $100 000

Clause 21: Fencing of works and drainage reserves in the case of a natural person.

This clause provides for the erection and maintenance of fencing of A person cannot claim compensation from the Minister, an
Project works and drainage reserves. TFaecing Act 1978loes not  authorised officer or the Crown in respect of a requirement imposed
apply to fencing related to the implementation of this bill. by a project order.

Clause 22: Property in water Clause 26: Reparation orders
This clause provides that all rights in any water in any Project worksThis clause provides that the Minister may require a person to take
are the exclusive property of the Crown, and that the Minister maypecified action to make good certain damage to any Project works
grant rights over the water to a person. or a key environmental feature arising from the person’s unauthor-

PART 4 ised actions.
CONTRIBUTION TO FUNDING OF PROJECT Similar conditions, and similar penalties for contravention, attach

Clause 23: Contribution to funding of project to a reparation order made under this clause as for a protection order
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made under clause 24, although there is no power for an authorised Clause 35: Use of staff
officer to issue an emergency reparation order. This clause allows the Minister to utilise staff from any adminis-
A person cannot claim compensation from the Minister, antrative unit or public authority.
authorised officer or the Crown in respect of a requirementimposed Clause 36: Annual report
by a reparation order. This clause requires the Minister to prepare an annual report for the
Clause 27: Registration of order previous financial year, and to cause a copy of the report to be laid
This clause provides that the Registrar-General must note theefore both Houses of Parliament.
existence of an order against the instrument of title to the land to  Clause 37: Continuing offences
which the order relates, or against the land if the land is not regisThis clause provides that if a person is convicted of an offence that
tered under the provisions of tiReal Property Act 1886An order ~ relates to a continuing act or omission, the person may be liable to
is binding on each owner and occupier of the land, includingan additional penalty for each day that the act or omission continued
subsequent owners or occupiers. This clause also provides for tifeut not so as to exceed one tenth of the maximum penalty for the
entering of a notice of revocation by the Registrar-General iroffence).
prescribed circumstances. Clause 38: Liability of directors
Clause 28: Action on non-compliance with order If_ a corporation comm_its an offence against this measure, each
This clause allows the Minister to take any action required by ardlirector of the corporation may also be prosecuted for the offence,
order made under this proposed Division in the event of nonand if guilty, may be liable for the same penalty as fixed for the
compliance. It is an offence for a person to hinder or obstruct #rincipal offence. This may occur whether or not the corporation has
person taking such action, the maximum penalty for which is a findeen prosecuted or convicted of the offence.
of $100 000. Clause 39: Evidentiary provision
The costs and expenses incurred by the Minister under this claud® assist in proceedings for an offence against this bill, this clause
may be recovered as a debt from the person in default. If an amoufifovides that certain matters, if certified by the Minister, alleged in
remains unpaid, that amount plus interest is a charge in favour of tH&€ complaint, or stated in evidence, will be proof of the matter
Minister on any land owned by the person in relation to which thecertified, alleged or stated, in the absence of proof to the contrary.
order is noted under this proposed Division. Such a charge has Clause 40: Power to waive or defer payments )
priority over any prior charge (whether or not registered) thatlhis clause provides that the Minister may, with or without condi-
operates in favour of an associate of the owner of the land, and ovépns, waive or defer a payment of an amount due to the Minister
any other charge other than a charge registered prior to the noting gfder this bill. ) o
the project order in relation to the land. Clause 41: Immunity provision
A person cannot claim compensation from the Minister or theT his clause provides that no liability will attach to the Governor or
Crown (or a person acting under subclause (2)) in respect of arfj?e Minister (or a person or body acting under the authority of the

action taken under this clause. inister) for an act or omission undertaken or made by those persons
DIVISION 3—CIVIL REMEDIES with a v_iew to implem_enting the Project or furthering or enhancing
Clause 29: Civil remedies the Project Undertaking.

This clause provides that a range of civil remedies may be applieg Clause 42: Right of action against person in default

for and granted in the Environment, Resources and Developmerit P€rson who suffers loss (including where the loss represents harm
Court. These remedies include injunctive relief, orders for specifi@" damage to a key environmental feature on that person’s land) on
performance, orders for compensation and orders for exemplagccount of a contravention of this bill, or any order issued under this

damages. ill, will have a civil right to claim compensation for loss. However,
PART 6 this does not limit or derogate from the operation of clause 41 of this
MISCELLANEOUS bill, nor does it create a right of recovery against the Minister or the

Clause 30: Interim restraining orders to prevent environmentalgrc’wn)(or any person acting with the authority of the Minister or the
rown

harm
The Minister will be able to apply to the Environment, Resource
and Development Court for the issue of an order requiring a perso
to discontinue, or not commence, a specified activity. An order ma:
be sought if the specified activity may cause harm to a key featur
of the environment, but there is insufficient information available to
enable the Minister to assess the likelihood of, or extent or impa
of, harm to the key environmental feature . The issue of an orde
must be necessary to ensure protection of the key environment8
feature pending the acquisition and assessment of information by tl
Minister. An order made under this clause ceases to have effect
days after it is served on the person (unless extended), and may be _SCHEDULE 1
varied or revoked. An order will be used to enable the Minister to . Project Works Corridors .
assess the harm before making, or not making, a project order. This Schedule descnsbgaltzhsup[céjezct works corridors.
Failure to comply with the terms of the order is an offence, and :
has a maximum penalty of a fine of $50 000. Amendment of the South Eastern Water Conservation and

: ; Lo Drainage Act 1992 and Transitional Provisions
A person cannot claim compensation from the Minister or the . -
Crown in respect of the issuing of an order under this clause. Clause 1: Amendment of South Eastern Water Conservation and

Clause 31: Appeals Drainage Act 1992

The bill provides for an appeals mechanism (in the Environmen This clause makes amendments consequent on the enactment of this

Resources and Development Court) in relation to licences and orde
However, no other appeals will be available with respect to thel-

operation of this bill. passing of this bill, and provides that the Governor may, by regu-

[Clause 32: Provision of information . .. _|ation, make any other provision of a saving or transitional nature
This clause provides that the Minister may issue notices requiringonsequent on the enactment of this bill.

the provision of information reasonably required by the Minister for
the administration, implementation, operation or enforcement of this .
bill. The clause sets out the procedures to be followed in issuing such _1he Hon. M.R. BUCKBY secured the adjournment of the
a notice. Failure to comply with a notice issued under this clause igebate.
an offence, and carries a maximum penalty of $10 000.

Clause 33: False or misleading information EDUCATION (CHARGES) AMENDMENT BILL
Itis an offence for a person to make a false or misleading statement
'”eﬁilﬁt'?gé‘{é”é‘é{)ma“"” provided under this bill. The maximum  The | egislative Council agreed to the bill with the
P Cla):Jse 34- Service amendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
This clause sets out requirements relating to the service of notice8mendment the Legislative Council desires the concurrence

orders and other documents under this bill. of the House of Assembly:

Clause 43: ERD Committee to oversee operation of Act

he Environment, Resources and Development Committee is to be

iven a role in overseeing the Minister’s progress in constructing the

orks required to implement the Project and the extent to which
Other aspects of the Project are being achieved.

Clause 44: Regulations
he Governor will be empowered to make regulations for the
prposes of the measure.

Clause 45: Expiry of Act

bject to this clause, the Act will expire on its fourth anniversary.

" Clause 2: Transitional provisions
his clause provides for transitional provisions consequent on the
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Page 3—After line 3 insert new clause as follows: established to ensure the operation can continue. The removal
Commenhc_emem i be tak h ) ) of future mining rights demonstrates a commitment to
1A. This act will be taken to have come into operation on 1.qnsepyation on the island and recognises the important role

December 2002 and sections 106A to 106C (inclusive) of th - ; -
Education Act 1972 (as in force immediately before that date) W"ﬁhe parks and reserves have in attracting visitors to the natural

be taken not to have expired. values of Kangaroo Island.
Consideration in committee. Today, in addition to Flinders Chase National Park, |
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | move: move to have the rights under the Petroleum Act 2000

removed from the proclamation for Seal Bay Conservation
Park and Vivonne Bay Conservation Park. These are the only
three parks on Kangaroo Island that have some form of access
under the Petroleum Act 2000. Additionally, | move to have
mining rights under the Mining Act 1971 removed from
Lashmar Conservation Park and Vivonne Bay Conservation
following amendment, to which amendment the Legislativepark and to remove future mining rights from Seal Bay
onservation Park. These are the only three parks on

Council desires the concurrence of the House of Assembl .
. . ) angaroo Island which have some form of access under the
Page 25, line 14 (clause 36)—After ‘certified agreement’ 'nsertMining Act 1971

or an Australian workplace agreement

That the Legislative Council’'s amendment be agreed to.
Motion carried.

TRAINING AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT BILL

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

| trust that | will receive the same support for these

VIVONNE BAY CONSERVATION PARK motions as that shown for the motion removing petroleum
rights from Flinders Chase National Park. The end result of

The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and this would be that no parks on Kangaroo Island, with the
Conservation): | move: exception of the minor reserve on Seal Bay Conservation
That this house requests Her Excellency the Governor to makBark, will be subject to petroleum or mining acts. | commend

a proclamation under section 43(4) of the National Parks andhe three motions to the house.
Wildlife Act 1972 to vary the proclamation made under part 3ofthat  The SPEAKER: | understand that the house is allowing

act on 4 November 1993, so as to remove the ability to acquire o, - ; ;
exercise, pursuant to that proclamation, rights of entry, prospectin measure of expedition to be obtained in the course of the

exploration or mining under the Mining Act 1971 or the Petroleumdebate by contemplating all three motions cognately, but they
Act 1940 (or its successor) over the portion of the Vivonne Baywill all have to be put separately at the conclusion of debate.
Conservation Park described as sections 6 and 125, Hundred of

Newland. The Hon. I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): | will speak in
There are three motions in my name, all relating to reservesupport of these motions. | will not hold up the house for too
and national parks on Kangaroo Island. To save the time dbng. We understood the agreement was that we would be
the house, | will speak, in favour, to all three at once; whatloing private members’ time, and we cut that short. We had
| say applies to all three motions. three short speeches on our three bills so that we could get

Twenty-five National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and onto the Auditor-General’s Report. The government has now
Wilderness Protection Act 1992 parks cover some 32 per cefbirought on its motions—although it gave notice a long time
of Kangaroo Island. The parks have outstanding naturadgo—and it has taken up time that we had planned for the
values. Some, such as Flinders Chase National Park and Séalditor-General’s Report. The opposition supports the three
Bay Conservation Park, are key state tourism destinations. @fiotions moved by the Minister for Environment and
the parks on the island, only Lashmar Conservation Park h&Sonservation in relation to the parks on Kangaroo Island,
been constituted with rights of access for prospecting antemoving petroleum access on two and mining access on
mining under the Mining Act 1971. Three existing parksanother.
(Flinders Chase National Park, Seal Bay Conservation Park, This follows the Liberal Party’s policy at the 2002
and Vivonne Bay Conservation Park) have had subsequeetection, when it went to the election with a policy of taking
land additions proclaimed subject to mining rights under thgetroleum access out of the Flinders Chase National Park. We
Mining Act 1971 and/or the Petroleum Act 2000. moved that in the first week of sitting of the new parliament.

In July this year, the honourable member for DavenportThe government then came in some time later and moved
Hon. lain Evans, tabled a notice of motion to vary theexactly the same motion, trying to gain credit for moving
proclamation of the Flinders Chase National Park to removexactly the same motion. The parliament had the good grace
the rights to build a pipeline under the Petroleum Act 20000 accept the opposition’s motion. The minister also had the
over a portion of the park and, with my support and thegood grace not to proceed with his motion, which he had no
support of this side of the house, that motion was carried oneed to move (the motion was already on the books), and
17 October this year. This motion was supported by theupported the opposition’s motion. In fact, it was the exactly
government, which moved an identical motion as part of @ame process that the minister went through in relation to the
package of four motions to remove future rights for miningGammon Ranges when the opposition successfully moved to
and exploration in all KI parks and reserves. | hope that thetop mining in the Gammon Ranges. Why the minister went
opposition supports the remaining three parks being giveabout moving motions only to withdraw them is for him to
that same protection. think about, not me.

Seal Bay Conservation Park is the only reserve containing We recognise that the government has moved motionsin
a current operational mining lease. This lease is for a sanelation to these three parks. We accept the fact that Kan-
mining operation that provides lime, an important soilgaroo Island is a tourism icon and should always be a tourism
additive, to local farmers. This mine will be able to continueicon in relation to South Australia. It is one of South Aust-
with all existing rights of access, but any future explorationralia’s great tourism areas, and the environment and eco-
or mining would not be allowed under the proposed changesourism on Kangaroo Island is certainly a way in which we
Arrangements with the existing leaseholder have beenan badge ourselves to the world. That is why the previous
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government spent about $17 million or $18 million over threeFor us as a society to simply say that, because it is where it
or four years putting in good tourism infrastructure, withis in the earth’s crust, more than a few metres below the
roads and the $8 million Flinders Chase Visitor Centre thasurface, in an area which, on the surface, however, is set aside
was completed prior to the election but opened after théor ecological purposes as part of a national park, to my mind,

election by the minister and the Premier. smacks of a measure of idiocy.
| wish to place on the record the support of the member
for Finniss, as the local member. | have spoken to him at AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

length about this matter and he has consulted people in his ) o ) )
local area, and they strongly support this measure. | under- Consideration in committee of the report of the Auditor-
stand that the member for Finniss will not be able to speak #general.

this time, so | place on the record his support for this motion. (Continued from 28 November. Page 2108.)

I commend the motions to the house.

Motion carried. The CHAIRMAN: The committee is dealing with matters
relating to the Minister for Transport, Minister for Industrial
LASHMAR CONSERVATION PARK Relations, Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing, and that
that is by agreement. The time allocated for the examination
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and is 30 minutes. Rather than call members each time, members
Conservation): | move: will just ask the questions and the minister, hopefully, will

That this house requests Her Excellency the Governor to makéespond as appropriate.
a proclamation under section 43(4) of the National Parks and The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | refer to page 817 of the

Wildlife Act 1972 to vary the prOClamatiOn made under sections SQAuditor_General's Report under ‘Passenger Transport Board’,

and 43 of that act on 16 September 1993, so as to remove the abil - ; ;
to acquire or exercise pursuant to that proclamation, rights of entr here the Auditor-General has noted the substantial savings

prospecting, exploration or mining under the Mining Act 1971 overthat were made to the cost of providing public transport
the land constituted by that proclamation as the Lashmar Consethrough the competitive tendering system. Will the savings

vation Park. achieved from the competitive tendering of bus services
I will not take any more of the time of the house. | havecontinue to be reinvested by the board in public transport by
already spoken in favour of this motion. | commend it to thethe introduction of increased services and improved infra-
house, and I thank the opposition for its support with respegcstructure?

to these three motions and for dealing with them today. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Obviously (and I think this is
Motion carried. probably similar to the previous government), where possible,
that would be a priority, but this is something to which | just
SEAL BAY CONSERVATION PARK cannot give a blanket commitment. However, we would be

. . looking, where possible, to reinvest savings. Obviously,

The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and where services are changed, that does happen from time to
Conservation): | move: time. We are always looking to improve services. It is
That this house requests Her Excellency the Governor to makignportant, of course, with respect to public transport, that

a proclamation under section 43(4) of the National Parks ang¢ygyernments provi ron rvice if there i h
Wildlife Act 1972 to vary the proclamation made under Part 3 of tha@]0 e ents provide a strong service if there is to be that

act on 4 November 1993, so as to remove the ability to— thealthy dgmand. . .
(a) acquire or exercise pursuant to that proclamation, rights of | certainly acknowledge the previous government with
entry, prospecting, exploration or mining under the Petroleuntespect to the growth in public transport which has taken

b Act 1940 (or its SUCCES?]O’)? O amation. fiahts of place under its stewardship and which has continued in our
( )Srcgsur;;ecti%léisgggltor?tict)na(t)rpr:l(i)r?i?lg fﬁ;?:lg’r trtl% tl\?lin?nge,r&té}[/'early days in 9°.V¢”!me"t- Itis very important, of course, that
1971; we foster that: it is important to get that balance right. It is
over the portion of the Seal Bay Conservation Park described a@ssential that, if we are to continue to grow public transport,
Section 3, Hundred of Seddon. we provide the range of services that meet the demands and
Motion carried. expectations of the community. Having said that, of course,
The SPEAKER: Before proceeding to the next item of as with any other portfolio area, there is not a bottomless pit;
business, let me just place on the record (without reflectinghere is not an unlimited amount of money. The challenge is
whatever on the decision of the house, as | never do), frordlways there for government to try to match those demands
this position, however, and without having sought to influ-in respect of the investments that it makes. But it needs to be
ence the decision of the house, my belief that the sentimeng@one in that context.
expressed and the goals sought are noble and will be en- The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As a follow-up to that (and
dorsed, | am sure, by the vast majority of South Australians— appreciate the minister's commitment), has the Treasurer,
and | share that view. | nonetheless believe that the blanker has Treasury, asked for any part of the $7 million in
ban of discovering the nature of the geology of that part oBavings due to that contract? Will the total savings be retained
South Australia’s topography and the Adelaide geosynclingyy the portfolio, or has there been a demand by Treasury for
of which it forms a part, to my mind, is not wise: nor is the part of that $7 million to be transferred into general revenue?
blanket ban of any mining that might take place, eventhough The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: The advice | have received is
such mining would do absolutely no (or virtually unobserv-that no such request has been made and that this money is
able and undetectable) damage to, or have any effect upobeing progressively invested. Further to that, the advice is
the ecological merit of the site, were it to be undertaken. Thighat most of this money has been invested. | do not know the
is the 21st century: robotic mining becomes a reality. The sizexact figure, but it is progressively being invested.
of the access shaft to any minerals that may be found in any The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | refer the minister to page
of these areas would be so minuscule as to be less than tB&0, under ‘Other financial systems, where the Auditor-
size of the rabbit holes collectively on any square kilometreGeneral has commented that there is room for improvement
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in three areas. He notes that action has been taken to addresgarding compliance and not responding to the CBSs, the

the regular review of the supply and master file for ongoingshort answer is that if people do not go through the CBS they

pertinence and the clearing of outstanding items. What actiowill not be able to use the SATSS vouchers. That may not

has been taken or is being considered over the first issue, tretlve the problem in isolation, so we have introduced a bonus

is, controls over the issue and destruction of replacemerstcheme on a trial basis. We are hopeful that will work. It

tickets to licensed ticket vendors? needs to be finessed. It will be trialled for three months while
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: The PTB has responded to the we go out to tender for a new contract.

Auditor-General’'s concerns and explained in more detail the There must be a bit of goodwill here, and | hope that

controls that are in place for the issue and destruction afrivers will play a part in this. | am happy to negotiate with

replacement tickets to the LTVs. The Auditor-Generalthem ifitis not anideal or perfect system. We certainly think
confirmed that the controls were satisfactory. When ticketshat this will make a difference. We have discussed this with
are issued to LTVs the following process is observed: the¢he industry, that is, the CBS, the drivers and the disability
date of the visit is recorded on the LTV stock sheet alonguser groups. It is a bit like shopping hours. | said to them,
with the LTV’s unique licence number; tickets are replacedNo-one will get all that they want, but let us try to see if we
on a one for one basis and recorded on the stock sheetan work out something here.’ | hope there is some goodwill
replaced tickets are then placed into an envelope filled oub this trial. We as a government are prepared to continue not
with the LTV’s details and date on the face and sealed; oonly to monitor it but also to negotiate with the industry,
return to the PTB, tickets are placed into individually because it may need to be finessed. We think the figures we
allocated secure ticket bins in a secure room. In relation to thieave come up with provide a significant incentive. We are
destruction of tickets, each of the ticket representatives, alornigopeful that it will make a difference, but there must be a bit
with the manager, has their own individually labelled of goodwill by all parties for it to work. | hope the drivers
destruction bin for depositing the defective tickets returnedvill take on that challenge.

from LTVs. It is my understanding that the disability action group
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | refer the minister to page appreciates what has been put in place. | have discussed the

825 with regard to TransAdelaide. On page 825 of thdssue with not only Yellow Cabs but also the other CBSs, and

Auditor-General’'s Report under ‘Significant features’ | notethey all are aware of an earlier decision | made, that is, that

that the purchase of non-current assets increased to $18.8 mile have to go out to tender. | believe there was the capacity

lion from $12.3 million the previous year. Will the minister for that contract to be rolled over, but | said to Yellow Cabs,
advise the nature of those non-current assets that amount8dhe best position is for us to go out to tender again in an
to some $6.5 million increase in the year 2000-01? open market. We would be hopeful that you would be one of

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | have some very good news the organisations that tenders.” They have taken that on
for you, because every player gets a prize here, particularlyoard, although I think they prefer it to go the other way; that
those people who are down in the Port Adelaide area; that is fair enough, because it is a commercial decision.

a good start. After talking to Yellow Cabs, we talked to Suburban Taxis
The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting: and Adelaide Independent Taxis. It may be that another
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: That's right, but | think this  organisation or other organisations will also look at the tender

happened before we came to government. The officers tell mélocument to see whether they are interested. However,

that that money has been committed to five areas: resleepe&mngoing hard work will need to be done. The PTB appreciates
ing the Outer Harbor line, refurbishing Commercial Road that, and we have had a range of meetings. We have intro-
fixing the Belair embankments, improving stations andduced the Access Cabs hotline, which was suggested by the

(unfortunately the member for Morphett is not here) refur-disability action groups who met with me. | thought that was

bishing the Glenelg trams. a productive suggestion. A report will be submitted to me on
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | now move on to what | a weekly basis, because as minister | need to have a better

know is one of the minister’s favourite subjects, and that isuinderstanding of what people in the industry are saying.

Access Cabs. The Auditor-General has noted the external | know that the honourable member has looked at the

review that was undertaken by Mr lan Kowalick on Accesssituation in Western Australia (and | thank him for the advice

Cabs. In his report he identified a number of issues related toe has provided to me), but | will also take the opportunity

the performance expectations of the system, the board’s rofeot necessarily to go to every state but to look at what exists

as regulator of the system, the role of Yellow Cabs as ain other states. | know that the honourable member put
operator of the Access Cabs central booking system and thierward worthwhile suggestions about Western Australia, and
customer assessment of the performance of the systeml have received some advice about Queensland. | do not know
know that the minister has been undertaking a lot of workwhether we will necessarily copy any one state, but perhaps
here in trying to improve performance. | ask the ministerwe might look at strengths in other parts of Australia and

however, with regard to those Access Cab drivers who are négarn from what they have put into place in their particular

responding to the central booking system, what action theperations. As | said earlier, every state is experiencing

PTB will undertake against those drivers to ensure bettesignificant problems with this issue. We look forward to that

compliance with the requirements of the central bookingchallenge.

system. In all honesty, there are many challenges in transport, as
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | acknowledge the shadow the honourable member would appreciate, and this is high on

minister’s role because this is something about which wehe list. | look forward to solving the problem. | see it as a

have had a range of discussions. | know we both appreciatéhallenge to work through this in order to get a better policy

the difficulties. Obviously, the previous government had asetting and outcome, particularly for those people in the
difficulty, as have all governments around Australia, so wedisability community, so that we reduce waiting times. The
need to get a better policy setting. In relation to the honouradvice that | have received (rightly or wrongly—I cannot be
able member’'s specific question about what we doingertain it is correct; | am only in part as good as the advice |
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receive) is that 90 per cent of customers get their bookings in the Auditor-General’'s Report, and this is in it. That is all
within 30 minutes. Having said that, | do not justify the part of whether the Auditor-General has looked at those
system because we do have horrific examples of peoplending areas. In terms of the previous question, the minister
waiting for up to four hours. That is not something that wedid not answer the specific queries as to what amounts of
can tolerate. We must improve what we have in place.  funding had been allocated to the existing programs the
We think we have taken a step in the right direction, butminister tells me are still there. That is rather disappointing
there is still more work to be done. Compliance has to be &or the opposition because, as the minister would understand,
serious factor in that. The drivers have to play their part. Thewe have only a very short time—30 minutes—in which to
have to comply with providing a dedicated service, becausexamine three portfolio areas. Unfortunately, there is just not
their first responsibility is to the disability sector. They haveenough time to seek the other specifics, and | am sure the
to provide that dedicated service for 11 hours during the dayninister is quite happy about that.
If they do not comply with that, they will have to realise that The CHAIRMAN: That concludes the examination of the
there will be repercussions. Minister for Transport, Minister for Industrial Relations,
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | direct the minister's attention Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Unfortunately, we
to his responsibilities in the recreation and sport area. Odo not have the AFL rule here whereby, if you are off the
pages 28 and 29 of the Auditor-General's Report, undeground, the clock is altered accordingly.
‘Grant Receipts and Programs’, three programs are identified
that received grant funding. As the minister’s recreation and The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Government
sport budget has been slashed by a massive 50 per cent sifeterprises): | move:
the Labor government produced and tabled its budget in this 1t the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m.
parliament only five months ago, will the minister explain to
the committee what impact the 50 per cent funding cut has

had on the three identified programs; what specific programs . . . .
have survived; and what amount of funding has bee The CHAIRMAN: The committee will now deal with the

allocated to these programs? "Minister for Government Enterprises, Minister for Energy,

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | will not take up a lot of time, Minister for Police, and Minister for Emergency Services.

. L The allocated time is 45 minutes.
because | appreciate that the shadow minister does not havEI . .
bp The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: In the brief time available

long to go. | reject the honourable member’s assertion about e ; - C
the funds being slashed by 50 per cent: that is totalljo M€ it is my intent to focus on the electricity supply
incorrect. Of course, this is not estimates. Nonetheless, witffdustry. In so doing, | refer the minister to the structure of
respect to programs, as a former minister the honourabtie staff who report to the minister within the Department of

Motion carried.

member would be aware that there is the Active ClupPrimary Industries and Resources and also within Treasury.
program, and we have done two rounds of that. There is th&/nY did the minister move electricity staff from primary
management and development fund: we have done one rouffiflustries to Treasury just a few months after they had been
of that, and contracts are about to be signed. The oth&gmoved from Treasury to Primary Industries? To explain the
program is state recreation and sport facilities, and that is dy@€stion, | point out to the committee that the electricity

to be called. That is pretty much a normal cycle of eventsPortfolio was transferred to me as existing mi_nisterfor energy
However, | certainly reject the honourable member's clainMe four months before the last state election. That transfer

of a 50 per cent slash. was always going to happen anditwas a matter of progress-

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | refer to the Auditor-General's "9 the Ieas_e of the electricity assets to a point in time when
Report (page 30). The minister would obviously be awardt was sensible to transfer those respo_n5|b|I|t|es from then
that, in accordance with the provisions of the Gaming'é@surer Lucas across to myself. Following thqt transfgr, staff
Machines Act 1966, moneys are paid into three programs faf’€"e_then logically moved from Treasury into Primary
sport and recreation, namely, Community Sport and RecreéUdUSt_”eS so that the energy staff and electricity staff would
tion Grants, SASI Talent Scholarship Program and Stat Il be in the one location. Why were they then transferred
Facilities Fund. What are these amounts, and what is the tot3RC t0 Treasury and what was the cost of that move?
funding now allocated to each of those programs? If the The Hon.P.F. CONLON: | will take the question,
minister disagrees with my suggestion of cuts of 50 per cen@lthough I do not think it genuinely relates to the Auditor-
what are the exact percentages of cuts to his portfolio? ~ General's Report. We agree on one thing: the policy advice

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: As the shadow minister would Should come from one place and not two. | prefer Treasury—
be aware, we are dealing with the Auditor-General’'s Reporﬂ,t is as simple. as that. | believe it will WO.I’k better in Treasury
so | do not have those sorts of numbers with me. This is nd@nd | would like Energy SA to devote itself to some of the
estimates, but | am happy to provide that sort of detail. If thérograms, particularly in renewables and energy conser-
honourable member would like further detail about her earlie¥ation, which it does well. It is a different government and
question, | am happy to provide that, as well. This is some? differentway of doing things—it is pretty straightforward.
thing we have discussed before in estimates and other forums. The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: To clarify that further so
Generally speaking, the shadow minister would be aware dghat | understand the minister correctly: | understand that
what we have done with respect to recreation and sport. THenergy SA will continue to provide policy advice but no
honourable member would not necessarily agree with oupolicy advice will now be provided by the people in
points about what she did when she was in government antréasury—they will simply be undertaking the administrative
suddenly had a big increase in that recreation and sport§le?
facilities fund. | am happy to get for the committee the sort The Hon. P.F. CONLON: No, you misheard me
of detail the honourable member requested. completely.

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | appreciate the minister’s offer. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | just want to be sure that
I would like to have the identified areas. Itis a matter of whathey are now staying separate and that the minister is not
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looking to transfer the Primary Industries people to Treasury put to the minister that he recently undertook to include
at a later time? within the campaign new information in relation to reading
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | do not have any desire to of meters, which was not previously expected. That is
take any Primary Industries people. | make plain that policyobviously a change to the campaign he had before. Will that
advice will be done out of Treasury and there are a numbesudget need to be topped up, will he withdraw money from
of reasons for that. We have established the EssentiMERI or how will he cover that additional expense?
Services Commission, which reports to Treasury. There was The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | refer to comments where |
a good view that policy advice should come from one placavould ask AGL to make information available on metering.
and not two. We believe on the balance of the structure oun terms of reading meters, we can easily ask to incorporate
government is most appropriate to come from there. Energthat into the existing campaign. There is no forecast of
SA will continue to deliver programs and things it is skilled change in the budget. This is not a question about the
at. It will mean a restructuring of Energy SA, which is Auditor-General’s Report, but | have some forbearance—
underway at present and | expect it to be finalised in the nexhere is no change. As previously stated, we said in estimates
few weeks. As soon as it is, | will let you know the final what we would be spending and I do not think anyone would

shape. accuse us of spending too much, but rather may accuse us of
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Within PIRSA? spending too little. | think we have the balance right and there
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Yes. is no need to change it.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: My next question relates The Hon. W.AA. MATTHEW: | am not challenging him
to the structure of the budget as it exists within those twabout spending too little. | want to ensure that he spends
areas. The minister has given me part of the information irenough, as the minister and | probably share a common
the past in response to questions and | will reshare that witbbjective, namely, that all South Australians know exactly
him. The minister previously told me that in Treasury the unitwhat they are about to face.
that reports to him has a total budget of some $1.636 million The Hon. P.F. CONLON: As painful as some of the
and, of that enormous budgetary sum, some $1.131 milliomedia has been, one of the benefits we have is that there has
will be expended on electricity related work. Of that been a lot of free publicity about FRC that was not seen in
$1.131 million, how much will be devoted to electricity retail some other states.
competition work? The minister has said in the past thata Mr BROKENSHIRE: My question refers to page 536
portion will, but | seek from him a more detailed answer if and relates to the police department and sick leave. Clearly
he has that information available. an audit was completed on 15 February this year. | commend
The CHAIRMAN: The committee is looking at the the commissioner for doing the audit. | had a personal interest
Auditor-General's Report. It is not a general time forin seeing what the situation was when | was minister and | am
questions. sure the minister has one now, because some alarming issues
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | do think it is a budget are raised inthat area with respect to sick leave. | would like
estimates question. There is a reform process that will havi® know what the minister proposes to do with respect to the
budgetary implications—not from consolidated revenue buteport with respect to the concerns about sick leave in the
between agencies. That is in process. It is a matter for cabindepartment.
to sign off in the end. In terms of the other question, it should The Hon. P.F. CONLON: There are concerns about
be dealt with in the budget estimates and not under thkevels of sick leave. | note the different approach of the
Auditor-General’s Report. If you can find a line and refer memember for Mawson. | thought the approach in the upper
to it, I will answer the question. house was less than fortunate in relation to police sick leave.
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: To clarify, as | indicated It appeared that some finger was being pointed at the police.
in my brief opening sentence, | would be referring questions$ appreciate that the member for Mawson does not take that
to the electricity supply industry topic, which is covered inapproach. A working party has undertaken a review of the
Part B, Volume Il of the Auditor-General’s Report, starting management of sick leave. It is recommended that a docu-
from page 869. It includes the structure of the electricityment outlining best practice management of sick leave be
supply industry, bearing in mind that this report was preparedirculated rather than a policy document.
covering the period of the former Liberal government and Policies regarding sick leave are already available in
now the current government. Some of the structures to whicawards and conditions of service. The document will be
it relates are historical rather than current in that they showlesigned to assist managers to moderately and appropriately
that the Treasurer is responsible for structures that now conenfront individuals or groups about whom they have
under the current minister’s responsibility and as they cameoncerns. | will say that it is a concern. There has been a lot
under my responsibility for a few months. My questionsof strain on police in recent years, and | think the Commis-
relate to that and to the financial statements from it, which isioner has taken proper steps to address the issues that have
why | am being broader in the questions | am asking. been identified in the Auditor-General’s report.
appreciate the minister’s being cooperative and | understand Mr BROKENSHIRE: Regarding the ‘Statement of
if he may have to take some questions on notice. | do ndinancial position’, on page 538 it shows that the cash assets
expect him to be a walking encyclopaedia on budgetary detaiihcreased by $5 million to $38.8 million due mainly to a
for his agency. delay in progressing major capital projects. | am sure that the
My next question relates to the way in which the moneyaninister has been in office long enough to know that it is
will be spent in relation to the electricity competition, in always frustrating trying to get these projects through, and |
particular, the moneys that will be used to advise the publiacknowledge that no matter what is done they seem to take
of changes that will occur. | ask the minister whether thetime. What major projects have been delayed (I understand
moneys we expended from Energy SA will need to be drawithat you may not have that information with you now), and
as back up moneys from the MERI unit in Treasury in thewhat steps have been taken to accelerate the completion of
event that they fall short, through unforeseen extra imposthe major capital works which have been delayed?
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The Hon. P.F. CONLON: I will check the information would not have been in a position either at that stage. But,
in detail but, as | understand it, the capital programs refer tgiven that the Auditor-General’s Report has been released
a delay in payments. We are looking at the Adelaide policeand seeing the asset classes, can the minister tell me what the
station, the Wakefield Street forensic centre, Netley upgradearry-over finally was from the global budget?
and the mobile data terminal’s $6 million carry-over. In  The Hon. P.E. CONLON: | will have a look at that and

essence, the capital program is in fact completed. It is timinget back to the member. It is not a question which | anticipat-
of payments; that is all. I will get full detail for the member. ed on the Auditor-General's Report.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Particularly on the MDTs. | would The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: In the area of Government
appreciate that. As tp the police department, on page 539 @.‘nterprises, volume 3, page 911—one of the projects
the Auditor-General's Report it shows that as a result of thegministered by the minister is the Inner Western Program
installation of 12 additional red light cameras—on which |\ynich involves the remediation of environmentally degraded
know there is bipartisanship, and | hope that the red lighfang in Bowden, Brompton and West Hindmarsh obviously
cameras will save a lot of lives and stop people running regy, |ook at achieving urban renewal outcomes. It has apparent-
lights—which were putin at 25 sites in April 2001, expiation |y, heen the intention that that program be funded by way of
fees therefrom increased by $5.4 million to $7.4 million, 5 gevelopment agreement with the Angas Consortium. The
which is quite a reasonable increase given that they were naj,gitor-General notes that the agreement was being finalised
allin for the full year. Is the minister in a position to confirm gt the time of final audit. Will the minister advise whether the
the policy of his government that additional revenue fromggreement has been concluded and, if not, why not? If it has
sources such as red light cameras will go directly into amyeen concluded, what amount of government funding has
increased police budget? _ . been guaranteed? What time line has been decided upon to

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: I think what we have said jnitiate and conclude the project?

about expiation notices on traffic in the past, and on which The Hon. P.F. CONLON: As the member would know,

we are commltteq, is that thgy will go to a Qedlcated fundthe history of this matter is that a lot of land needs a lot of

committed to police and traffic matters. But just to addresg o iation at Bowden and Brompton. There was a tender
this point more particularly (and_l do not_have the f'g.uresprocess for how that would be dealt with. | understand that
here, but I will get them), the introduction of red light those matters have been concluded, but I will come back to

cameras and a number of other matters Qor!talned In tr}ﬁe member on that. As to the contribution of the government,
shake-up of transport may increase expiation revenu

- ) L NUStf the top of my head | do not believe we are making one.

However, it will also increase cost to the police in pursuindg ¢ | will get the detail from the Land Management Corpora-

thalt. il h look at the fi but. at th - tion on that and bring it back. As | understand it, the matters

wilfhave a ook at In€ figures but, at the moment, 1 aMy5ya yeen concluded. In fact | will be, | think, making some
not sure that the expiations are in front of the costs. |

"hnnouncement in the next few days on some aspects of that

particular, some of the measures in terms of demerit_p_ointarban renewal project. As the member can appreciate, | did
will demand a greater expense by the police and admlnlstreh- '

tion. | can assure the member that a policy remains in placeOt organise for the LMC to be here.
that expiation notices for traffic offences go to a fund The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: I understand that, but | appreciate

committed to traffic and policing, and that is as it will be. As _the minister's taking the opportunity to come back with

the member would be well aware, the overall police budge'tnformat'on that follows up on the Auditor-General's

is much bigger than all the revenue that we collect fromcomments, because | think he is interested as well, as he

traffic offences appears to indicate.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: As to the ambulance service, on  On page 897 of volume 2 (and this does touch on the Land
page 550 it shows that the ambulance cover scheme incurrd$gnagement Corporation which, of course, is a subsidiary
an operating deficit of $5.7 million. It also shows that theCorporation of the Minister for Government Enterprises),
revenues from the government increased by $7.8 million292in, the Auditor-General notes that at the time of audit the
which more than offset the increased operating deficit for th€0rporation’s 2001-02 charter was yet to be reviewed and
ambulance cover scheme. But, when you have a look at tHgPProved by the Treasurer and the Minister for Government
cover scheme, it indicates that there is continuing pressure ¢enterprises. The Public Corporations Act of 1993, which | am
the government to fund this cover scheme. What do théure the ’mln.|s_ter would know, stipulates that the
minister and his government intend to do to try to address theorporation’s minister and the Treasurer must, after consulta-
operating deficit that clearly exists in that ambulance coveion with the corporation, review the charter at the end of
scheme? each financial year. The Labor government has indicated

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: We have some significant Proposed changes to the charter to look at reflecting the
policy measures that are currently with cabinet on this issuglOvernmentss view regarding the future direction of the
Therefore, until | get a decision from my colleagues, | am nogorporation and, apparently, as the Auditor-General notes,
at liberty to talk about that, except that | am aware of thehis had influenced the delay in compliance with statutory
issue and, | hope, there will be a decision on those policyeduirements. Have the minister and the Treasurer attended

matters very soon. They are complex for reasons that | am n&® the statutory requirement and, if so, what changes were
free to go into today. approved to the charter. If not, why not?

Mr BROKENSHIRE: With respect to the Country Fire ~ The Hon. P.F. CONLON: I am not sure what the ‘if not,
Service—the section in the Auditor-General's Report relatingvhy not’ applies to. The agreement has been signed. As |
to assets and, in particular, asset classes—can the ministétderstand it, there are no changes to the charter at present
advise what is the actual capital carry-over from the yeabut, given the time frames, we are continuing to review the
2001-02? | understand that prior to the Auditor-General'sharter, which we will continue to do year by year.
report being released, the minister was not in a position to The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Can | ask when it was actually
give that figure—with which | do not have a problem, as Isigned?
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The Hon. P.F. CONLON:
honourable member on that.
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | only ask that because the
Auditor-General did comment in his notes that he was
interested in finding out just exactly what had happened with

I will come back to the

that charter and he wanted the minister to come back to him

to give him that information.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The report was some four
months ago, so | am sure we have done a bit in that time.
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Atthe time of audit, he said that
you were still undergoing negotiations with the charter.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will come back to the
honourable member with the full answer. | am trying to

remember the process, but the Treasurer and | and Treasury

officials and our officials had a talk about the charter. As |

to the person on whom the procedure is to be carried out and
the person must be informed—

(a) of the nature of the suspected offence; and

(b) that if the person fails to comply with the directions,

awarrant may be issued by the Magistrates Court for
the arrest of the person for the purpose of carrying out
the forensic procedure.

(5) If a person fails to comply with directions issued under
subsection (3) in relation to a forensic procedure, a police
officer may apply to the Magistrates Court for the issue of a
warrant to have the person arrested and brought to a police
station specified in the application for the purpose of carrying
out the forensic procedure.

(6) The Magistrates Court must issue a warrant for the
arrest of person under subsection (5) if satisfied that the
person has failed to comply with directions issued under
subsection (3).

No. 5. Page 16, lines 18 to 22 (clause 17)—Leave out paragraph

recall, the option we took was for it to be ‘steady as she goedb) and insert:

at present but the subject of ongoing review. | can assure the (b)

honourable member that there is nothing in there that will
frighten her.

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | am very pleased to hear that.
Positive, is what | like to hear. The opposition has concluded

its questions. | would only suggest to the minister that there
are substantial questions still outstanding from the estimateg,

which he was talking about this evening. If there is a further
question to be asked, it is: when will the minister answer all
my questions?

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: We bend every effort towards
that.

[Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.45 p.m.]

the appropriate authority must not make an interim order for
carrying out—
0] an intrusive forensic procedure; or
(i)  a forensic procedure that is to be carried out on a
person for the purpose of obtaining a DNA profile of
the person,
if the suspected offence is not a serious offence.
No. 6. Page 17, lines 2 to 6 (clause 19)—Leave out paraggph
nsert:
(b) the appropriate authority must not make a final order for
carrying out—
0] an intrusive forensic procedure; or
(i)  a forensic procedure that is to be carried out on a
person for the purpose of obtaining a DNA profile of
the person,
if the suspected offence is not a serious offence.
No. 7. Page 17, line 31 (clause 21)—Leave out all words in this

line.

CRIMINAL LAW (FORENSIC PROCEDURES)
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

No. 8. Page 18, line 11 (clause 21)—Leave out ‘or detention

(other than home detention)’ and insert:

, detention or home detention
No. 9. Page 18, lines 20 to 33 (clause 21)—Leave out proposed

section 31 and insert:

amendments indicatgd by the folloyving §chedu|e, to which Authority required for carrying out category 4 (offenders)
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence procedure

of the House of Assembly:

No. 1. Page 6 (clause 3)—After line 27 insert:
(ea) by inserting in paragrapft) of the definition of ‘in-
trusive forensic procedure’ ‘(other than the taking of
a sample by finger-prick for the purpose of obtaining
a DNA profile)’ after ‘blood’;
No. 2. Page 6 (clause 3)—After line 32 insert:
(ga) by striking out from the definition of ‘senior police
officer’ ‘inspector’ and substituting ‘sergeant’;
No. 3. Page 7—After line 24 insert new clause as follows:
Amendment of s. 4—Suspicion of criminal offence
3A. Section 4 of the principal Actis amended by inserting
‘(whether or not the person has been charged with the
offence)’ after ‘criminal offence’.
No. 4. Page 14 (clause 11)—After line 13 insert:

(2) Before a forensic procedure authorised under subsec-

tion (1)(c) is carried out on a person, a police officer must
inform the person that—

(a) reasonable force may be used to carry out the forensic

procedure; and

(b) if the person obstructs or resists a person in connec-
tion with the carrying out of the procedure, evidence
of that fact may be admissible in proceedings against
the person.

(3) If a forensic procedure authorised under subsection
(2)(c) is to be carried out on a person who is not in lawful
custody, a senior police officer may issue directions about—

(a) the time, place and manner in which the forensic

procedure is to be carried out; and

(b) custody of the person while the forensic procedure is

being carried out; and

(c) any other incidental matter.

(4) A written record of any directions issued under sub-
section (3) in relation to a forensic procedure must be given

31. (1) A forensic procedure is authorised under this Part if
the procedure consists only of one or both of the following:

(a) the taking of fingerprints from a person to whom this Part

applies;

(b) the taking of a sample from the body of a person to whom
this Part applies by buccal swab or finger-prick for the
purpose of obtaining a DNA profile of the person.

(2) Before a forensic procedure authorised under subsection
(1) is carried out on a person, a police officer must inform the
person that—

(a) reasonable force may be used to carry out the forensic

procedure; and

(b) if the person obstructs or resists a person in connection
with the carrying out of the procedure, evidence of that
fact may be admissible in proceedings against the person.

(3) If a forensic procedure authorised under subsection (1) is
to be carried out on a person who is not in lawful custody, a
senior police officer may issue directions about—

(a) the time, place and manner in which the forensic pro-

cedure is to be carried out; and

(b) custody of the person while the forensic procedure is
being carried out; and

(c) any other incidental matter.

(4) A written record of any directions issued under subsection
(3) in relation to a forensic procedure must be given to the person
on whom the procedure is to be carried out and the person must
be informed that if the person fails to comply with those direc-
tions, a warrant may be issued by the Magistrates Court for the
arrest of the person for the purpose of carrying out the forensic
procedure.

(5) If a person fails to comply with directions issued under
subsection (3) in relation to a forensic procedure, a police officer
may apply to the Magistrates Court for the issue of a warrant to
have the person arrested and brought to a police station specified
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in the application for the purpose of carrying out the forensic ~ Mr Brindal interjecting:
procedure. The Hon. J.D. HILL: | have more respect for the

(6) The Magistrates Court mustissue a warrant for the arre ; ;
of person under subsection (5) if satisfied that the person hstéommlttee, even though | have not been here quite as long as

failed to comply with directions issued under subsection (3). e I thank the member for Unley for his very good question.

No. 10. Page 19, lines 1 to 36, page 20, lines 1 to 36, page 2i,he honourable member is correct: during my period in
lines 1 to 33 and page 22, lines 1 to 12 (clause 21)—Leave out ahpposition, | questioned him on a number of occasions about
words in these lines (the whole of proposed Divisions 2 and 3).  the way in which the catchment boards were spending funds

NO'(;;)' P%%esf’r?kfggagjff%g%zﬁgség{%en?E%')'?:ﬁritr;dictable, for educational purposes. | think it was clear that each of the

and substituting ‘a serious’; boards spent a fair amount of money producing pamphlets
No. 12. Page 37, lines 25 and 26 (clause 41)—Leave out ‘thand doing local public relations work, some of which was
Commonwealth, another State or a Territory’ and insert: good and some of which was indifferent. However, whether

another jurisdiction it got the message across to the whole community is in doubt.

CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) (SENTENCING {.Comm der.‘d fthet T)e.mb.er ffr U;‘r']ey Iﬁr tak]l”?]#p my sugges:
GUIDELINES) AMENDMENT BILL ion and, in fact, bringing together those funds and having a

focused campaign through water catchment care and setting
The Legislative Council insisted on its amendments td'P & water care committee.

which the House of Assembly had disagreed. As the honourable member has said, at the time of the
election, that program was part way through. The government
AUDITOR-GENERALS REPORT of the time quite rightly pulled the campaign. It might have

been seen to be political advertising, so it was appropriate
Consideration in committee of the report of the Auditor-during the caretaker period that the program be discontinued.
General (resumed on motion). After the election, | reinitiated the program and it finished
(Continued from page 2140.) that particular section of advertising. Since that time, | have
brought together that program and a program run through the
The CHAIRMAN: This examination relates to the EPA called ‘Water Watch’ to try to get greater synergy
Minister for Environment and Conservation, Minister for thebetween the two programs. Of course, it is still funded
River Murray, Minister for Gambling and Minister for the through the same sources.
Southern Suburbs. The time allocated is 30 minutes. | will not Having had a discussion the other day with one of the
call members each time for their question. To save timeofficers from the program, | understand that they are looking
members will ask their questions and the minister willat the next phase of advertising and are discussing with the
respond. advertising agency the messages and the way in which those
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Does the opposition intend to ask messages should be presented. | gather that there was not
questions about a particular part of the portfolio first, or will complete satisfaction with the propositions that were put to
they go across the board? It would help my officers to knowthe water care committee. They are now in the process of
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Questions will be scattered across negotiation and discussion about how better to get the
the portfolios. messages across. | certainly support the continued educational
Mr BRINDAL: |wantto ask a couple of questions aboutprogram, in an integrated and focused fashion. | assure the
the catchment boards. | note that efforts were made last yeabnourable member that we will continue in a similar—if not
to consolidate moneys for— exactly the same—uvein that was occurring under his steward-
The CHAIRMAN: Will the honourable member please ship of that part of department.
stand when asking questions; we are not in estimates. Mr BRINDAL: Following on from that question, how
Mr BRINDAL: Perhaps it would show some more does the minister intend to deal with the vested self-interest
respect for the committee than | am currently feeling, sirand territoriality of certain of the boards and parts of his own

Nevertheless, the fact is that— department that think that everything is all right provided that
An honourable member interjecting: it is exactly the way they want to do it and that whatever they
Mr BRINDAL: Let him come and talk about that. We are want to feed the public is exactly what the public should

in committee, are we not? receive? How will the minister negotiate the politics of the
An honourable member interjecting: departments and the boards, because that is critical to getting

Mr BRINDAL: Yes. | thought so. The fact is that last a good program?
year an amount was volunteered from each catchment The Hon. J.D. HILL: The member for Unley is obvious-
management board into a program (I think that it was dy in a fiery mood this evening. | am not quite sure what has
$500 000 program) that was tied to Water Care. It wasipset him. He probably ought to give me a litle more
running at the time the government went to the polls. linformation so that | can comment properly. However, | can
believe, minister, that | saw those programs, so you mustay that, through the process of—
have given the authorisation to put them back on air. One Mr Brindal: You have been around long enough to know.
presumes that that amount of money has therefore been The Hon. J.D. HILL: Well, | can tell the honourable
expended. member the general direction in which | am looking at

In the light of the minister's comments as shadow ministeheading. As the member knows, we are going through a
and the recorded comments of the Economic and Finanaaechanism of integrating the natural resource management
Committee to the effect that the educational moneys of therocesses. | guess that the ultimate goal would be to bring
boards were not well spent in previous years, does he plansgether various bodies—water boards; soil boards; animal
to consolidate or expand that program, or at least see thatemd plant pest control boards; commonwealth, state and local
general education program is carried on? In other words, whaovernment issues; and biodiversity issues—into an integrat-
is the minister going to do about that area? ed process. We are looking at eight different sets of boundar-

The Hon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for Unley— ies. So there will be eight authorities which will have
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responsibility for integrated natural resource management.it ought to be expended, and then that is supervised by a
am hopeful that we will get through that process relativelynumber of forces; the department primarily—or, in the first
quickly. Those boards, | guess, will ultimately be responsiblénstance, the minister himself or herself—and a parliamentary
for these issues. committee. What we are looking at doing is not using the
At a departmental level, as the minister responsible foEconomic and Finance Committee but the ERD Committee.
three environment and conservation authorities and depatdttowever, the point is basically the same. | think it would be
ments—the EPA, the Department of Water, Land andnappropriate for government, and it would destroy confi-
Biodiversity Conservation and the DEH, each of which haglence in the process, if the government were to set levies.
educational public relations roles—I am very keen to bringThat is not to say, though, that water pricing is currently as
those bodies together. We are exploring how best to do th#t ought to be. There is a variety of processes that the
with the agencies, in terms of a better focused entity, whiclyovernment is looking at to review these issues.
can send out the appropriate environmental and conservation The Hon. |.F. EVANS: On page 229 the structure of the
messages. | guess that is the direction in which | am wantindepartment, including national parks, is set out, and the
to go. The three CEs of those authorities and departmentsinister spent some time with my learned colleague speaking
would supervise the day-to-day running of that entity. But weabout the future structure of the levy. Can the minister advise
do have messages going out from each of those authoritiethie house what is the proposed future structure for the
and it seems to me to be sensible to have a more consistedational Parks and Wildlife Service? There has been a lot of
set of environmental and conservation messages (and | do ncammunity—
mean political messages: | know that the member does not Mr Brindal interjecting:
understand me to mean that) going out to the community to The Hon. I.F. EVANS: No, there is a lot of community
cover all the issues within the environment and conservatiodiscussion that the government intends to demolish the
area. So, thatis the direction in which | hope to go. | have noNational Parks and Wildlife Service.
experienced the kind of concerns that the member has The Hon. J.D. HILL: | am delighted that the member for
identified with my departmental officers, but maybe that isDavenport has asked this question, because it gives me an
into the future. opportunity to correct the misinformation that is being
Mr BRINDAL: |am impressed by the minister's answer, circulated in the public arena at the moment. There was a
and | hope that my colleagues in the opposition will supporstatement put in the Conservation Council updates—is that
the minister’s thrust, because the minister might find that hevhat it is called—
knows more about education of the general public than some The Hon. |.F. Evans: Yes—November.
of the people who advise him. The Hon. J.D. HILL: —which states, | think (I do not
I note that, with respect to the River Murray Catchmenthave it in front of me), that the department plans to clear-fell
Management Board, there has been some discussion in terthe National Parks and Wildlife Service. Let me assure both
of the levy. The minister would be aware that urban—andhe member for Davenport, the Conservation Council and
particularly metropolitan—users contribute 1¢ per kilolitre anyone else who cares to pay attention, that that is not the
to the River Murray environment catchment managementase. We are not intending to clear-fell the National Parks and
levy, and irrigators contribute a fraction of a cent per kilolitre. Wildlife Service.
This has been a matter of ongoing discussion at board level. Mr Brindal interjecting:
Does the minister intend to raise the level of levy for The Hon. J.D. HILL: No, not at all—or the national
irrigators? If not, why not? If the minister does not intend toparks. The CE of the department, Mr Alan Holmes, has on his
do that, how does he explain to metropolitan users that it iswn initiative decided to look at ways of better organising his
reasonable for them to pay a levy that is not the same as thteepartment. He has put to me a proposition that better focuses
levy paid by those who use 80 per cent of the resource ion the kind of outcomes, | think, that most people would want
South Australia? from a department of environment, and he wants to make
The Hon. J.D. HILL: Asthe member for Unley knows, central to the department issues to do with conservation. So,
the legislation that was put in place by the former governrather than downgrading the National Parks and Wildlife
ment, through the Hon. David Wotton, provides the boardsService, in fact, it will strengthen the conservation aspects of
with the power to set the levies, not the minister. that service. The title ‘National Parks and Wildlife Service’
Mr Brindal interjecting: will not go, as | understand it: | believe that that language will
The Hon. J.D. HILL: The boards have the responsibility continue. But there will be a strengthened delivery model that
to set the levy. It is quite a complicated and importantwill focus better on environmental conservation outcomes.
guestion, and there are a number of issues that relate to it. As the CE said to me, what he has as a department is
Through the integrated natural resource management processally a federation of bits that have been brought together by
we are looking at defining the levy as a natural resource levgovernment over a period—there is the National Parks and
rather than a water levy. That would bring two existing leviesWildlife Service, the Office of Coast and Marine, and a whole
together: the water levy and also the animal and plant levyrange of bodies. It makes sense to bring them together and to
which is paid through local government. It is not the intentionfocus on the kind of environmental and conservation
of the government to use that levy as a tax raising measureutcomes that you would want from a department. He is
it is just for the sake of convenience bringing together thosgoing through a process of consulting with his department,
existing levies, and— the union and anyone else who wants to be consulted, and he
The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: certainly has already talked to the Conservation Council.
The Hon. J.D. HILL: That is the case. It is not our The Hon. |.F. Evans:|It's obvious.
intention to take over that levy and say what it ought to be. The Hon. J.D. HILL: |do not know where that document
We would persist with the arrangements that are containeckme from. But he has certainly spoken to them since that
in the current Water Resources Act, that is, that the commureame out. His intention—and | certainly support him—is to
ity, through its board, determines what the levy is and hovhave a strengthened department that provides better services.
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Itis this government’s intention to put a lot of attention into human resource management, organisational development,
the national parks system. | have appointed a new Nationalsset management and so on. | have to say to the member that
Parks and Wildlife Advisory Committee under the chair ofthese are management issues, which the CE quite rightly is
Penny Paton. | believe that it is a strong committee that hagromoting as the best way of delivering the services,
been established, and | have said to the members of tlensistent with the government’s policies. Of course | will
committee that we want to do two things to implement thespeak to him about what his intentions are, but it is not my
policy of the current government—and these are policyplan, and it would be inappropriate for me to try to work out
statements that we made prior to the election. how the department under my authority should be managed.
We want to look at the categories of parks that we hav hese are management issues, but the bottom line and the
in South Australia at the moment. The current categories havatention of it all is to strengthen the delivery of services and
really developed over time, with a whole lot of political have greater outcomes for conservation and environmental
considerations put in place. The category of a park dependslues.
a little on when it was proclaimed rather than any kind of Mr BRINDAL: | see that the Barcoo Outlet was trans-
systematic look at it. | am very interested in looking atferred to the minister this year from the minister for govern-
applying an international standard. The IUCN has a series ahent infrastructure at a cost of just in excess of $16 million.
park categories. | am very keen to have us adopt and adaylill the minister inform the house whether it is performing
that series of categorisations for South Australia, and theat, above or below expectation, whether it has met the design
look through our parks system to see what category each afiteria and whether it has won any awards? Would the
our parks would best be placed in so that we have some sartinister make his comments in light of his previous criticism
of rational process for our parks system. of this project and that of many of his backbenchers, such as
In addition, the government is committed to the imple-the member for Colton?
mentation of a wild country philosophy, which comes The CHAIRMAN: | think the question was not an
originally from the American conservation movement, andestimates type of question, so the minister can treat it as he
which was brought to Australia by the Wilderness Societysees fit.
We have adapted that, and we are calling it Nature Links. The The Hon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for his
aim is to link our reserve systems with each other, withinteresting question. Does it perform to the requirements that
corridors of habitat, so that animals, birds, insects andvere established for it? Probably; | am not entirely sure. We
whatever else can travel between those reserve systems. $an arrange a briefing for the honourable member. The
we have a landscape approach—and | guess it would be trggiestion is not so much whether it performs according to the
to say that this is modern thinking about national parks. Weperformance requirements that were established for it or
certainly do not see the national parks system as a museunhether it has won awards, which | understand it has, and
piece that we ought to keep exactly as itis. We have plans tihat is terrific for the engineers. The question is whether it
develop that system and we are very keen to do it, but the aimught to have been built and whether it was the right strategy.
is to strengthen rather than weaken. | thank the member farhe question is not whether it was the right construction but
giving me the opportunity to make that plain. whether it was the right strategy. The criticisms | made were
The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: As a point of clarification before not so much about the engineering of it but whether it was the
the member for Unley asks a further question, you mentionedest way of spending public money. In my view, then and
that the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Officenow, it would have been better to spend that public money
of Coast and Marine are to be brought together. What othdixing up the problems at source rather than redistributing
aspects of the department will be brought together with théhem at the end of the system. We can have a debate about
National Parks and Wildlife Service, and does that mean yothat. The reality is that it is built now. The reality is that it is
are getting rid of the stand alone Office of Coast and Marinethere, so that is money that has already been forgone. We
The Hon. J.D. HILL: I can give the honourable member cannot spend that money again, so we will have to work the
a bit of detail here. Under the model that the chief executivdbest way we can around that system. But, to be fair to the
is sending out for discussion, under him (or her; currently iengineers, | have to say that generally it seems to be working
is him) there would be the Office of Sustainability and according to the plans that were put in place for it. | do not
Conservation Policy. We have established the Office othink there is a lot more that | can say, but we just disagree
Sustainability and | have spoken about that a number ofvith the fundamental philosophy behind it.
times. Next to that would be conservation policy and that Mr BRINDAL: Just so. In fact, following directly on
would be policy development related to DEH programs androm that question | note from their expenditure that the
service delivery. Then there would be program support, andatchment management boards will probably have the same
it is planned to call that Cultural and Natural Heritage, anccriticism levelled at them by the Economic and Finance
beneath that there will be the Office of Coast and MarineCommittee as has been levelled previously, in that not enough
Crown Lands; Heritage, Recreation and Tourism; Parkef their budget goes into capital works, on things like
Management; Wildlife Conservation (Biodiversity); Natural wetlands and centrifugal pollution traps to catch suspended
Resource Management; Animal Welfare; communitysolids in the form of rubber off roads and oils. They are not
partnerships and compliance issues. Then there will be putting a lot of money into that and, generally speaking, the
regional services section which will look at the variousEconomic and Finance Committee has criticised catchment
regional service areas including Outback ranges, Weshanagement boards for not putting enough money into on-
Murray Lands, South-East, Kangaroo Island, Adelaideground works. Following on from the minister’s saying that
Yorke, Mid North and fire management, so that would bemore money should go into on-ground works—and | agree
more of a practical delivery aspect. with him—what is he then doing to see that this year the
Then there would be the two sections of applied conseboards are putting more money into on-ground works rather
vation and environmental information and then a businesthan letting the pollution flow down to the Patawalonga and
management section which would look after finance, revenu@ut to sea in the member for Colton’s electorate?
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The Hon. J.D. HILL: | am advised that there are large necessarily much engineering experience. Will this govern-
amounts of carry-over funds from the previous year whichment be considering some sort of integrated, hands on,
have been approved to be spent on capital works. | point outversight approach to boards that might have increasingly
the excellent work that is happening at the Morphettville racenore money; will they then be required to spend the greater
track. | do not know whether the member has had a chanamount of money in the best interests of the community; and
to inspect— should the government and the minister then have a role?

Mr Brindal: Since | turned the first sod, | certainly have. Where is the Minister heading with capital works, the

The Hon. J.D. HILL: | am happy to give praise where problem of capital works and integrating his department with
praise is due; the former government did it and | congratulatéhe catchment management board, or what will be the natural
it for doing that. The former government did some reasonablyesource management board model?
good things, and | do not pretend for a moment thatonly one The Hon. J.D. HILL: | think that is a very pertinent,
government can do the right thing. That is a tremendougnportant question.
project, and | congratulate the minister on whatever role he Mr Brindal interjecting:
had in it, whether it was turning the first sod or having the The Hon. J.D. HILL: The member has been a minister,
firstidea. Itis certainly an excellent project. | went down andso he understands some of these issues very well. It is always
tested the volume of water and found wriggly things in theredifficult to get the right balance between community owner-
which indicated the good health of the system. ship (which is what we want) and technical expertise. Itis my

An honourable member interjecting: intention through the integrated natural resource management

The Hon. J.D. HILL: No, | did not swim in it. The process to try to get that balance. One of the things we are
embarrassing thing was that | was told to go out in a boat anlboking at doing is establish at a regional level I&RM boards
| thought someone would row it out, but a bloke pulled thewhich have local expertise on them but which have, alongside
boat out and it was only about 2 feet deep. | felt a bit sillythose local experts, departmental officers on an ex-officio
sitting there in my suit with two school kids and some fellow basis. On each board there would be someone from DEH,
holding onto the end of the boat, but nonetheless | certainliPIRSA, Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity

went out there and— Conservation, perhaps someone from local government as
The Hon. |.F. Evans: At least they put the bungs in for well, and also someone from the commonwealth. We would
you! like to get the commonwealth involved as well.
The Hon. J.D. HILL: That is true; they did put in the The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
bungs for me. The Hon. J.D. HILL: There are only eight of them.
The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: Mr Brindal interjecting:

The Hon. J.D. HILL: | can tolerate it. | am further The Hon. J.D. HILL: The member says, ‘On each one
advised that approvals have been given for various projectsf them’, but the point is that, if you want proper integration,
including wetlands, trash racks, rural riparian works andyou have to get not only integration of the resources—water,
flood studies in the Patawalonga to the value of $1.398 milland and biodiversity—but also governmental integration so
lion. The shortfall in funds will be met from levies collected that we connect into each government department and
during the 2002-03 year. So, there is an emphasis on that beipmmonwealth and local authorities.
as the member knows, the boards are set up to make their Mr Brindal interjecting:
own decisions about these things and through the integrated The Hon. J.D. HILL: | do not care whose idea itwas. In
natural resource management process that we are working any view it is the appropriate way to go. We have to get
we will refocus these boards. We will not generally changeproper integration. That is a roundabout way of saying it, and
the powers, but | would hope that there will be a greatett hope that we will have a strong voice in that process. We
emphasis on those sorts of things and that we will have also want to ensure that all the departments are established
more efficient way of delivering educational measures. Hen an appropriate way so that they can provide those services
and | do not disagree on these matters, | believe. on time. In order to help us do that, we have seconded an

Mr BRINDAL: Following that line of logic, what if, for  officer from SA Water to give us advice on asset management
instance, the Murray River board were to get a bigger levythrough the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
As the minister knows, its levy is at least two and in manyConservation, in particular, focusing on the water catchment
cases three times the levy collected by any other board. Hoards’ activities.
there is a board that | would describe as almost swimmingin The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: The minister raises asset
cash, itis the Murray River catchment board. There is a neeghanagement in the Department of Water, Land and Biodiver-
for capital works in the Murray River system. In light of the sity Conservation. The audit raises valuation issues with fixed
minister’'s answer to a previous question and statements madssets of the Department for Environment and Heritage. The
repeatedly to this house by the minister and by previousne line response from the department is that the DEH
governments that there is a need to integrate the wholesponse provided details of the action being taken or that it
system, while the catchment management boards amroposed to address all matters raised by audit. Will the
community groups working in the best interests of theminister detail all the matters raised by audit in relation to the
community and performing a very valuable role, they arevaluation of fixed assets, and all the actions proposed by the
nevertheless part of a complete system of government thdaepartment in relation to those matters?
seeks through your department and your professional officers The Hon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member was
to provide a seamless service at all levels. minister for the department for at least two-thirds of the time

Again, one of the criticisms is that capital works arethat it was under consideration, so this government is trying
excised from the very people in South Australia who possiblyto deal with the issues that—
know most about it—the experts who work for you in the  The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting:
department and SA Water—while another group of people The Hon. J.D. HILL: This government is trying to deal
has few professional officers and lots of community but nowith the problems that we have inherited from the former
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government. | can give the honourable member somef crown perpetual leases. Hopefully, that will help to resolve
information. The Auditor-General has issued a qualificatiorthe issue.

with respect to the property, plant and equipment component The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | thank the minister for his

of the schedule of administered items. This qualification haanswer, but the question was about fixed assets, not crown
arisen due to limitations in reliability and completeness ofland. The minister might want to write to me with the answer
information maintained on specific crown land assets. Thiso the question | asked.

has resulted in the Auditor-General's not being in a position The CHAIRMAN: That concludes the examination of the
to pass an opinion on completeness and reliability of valuegeport of the Auditor-General relating to the Minister for
ascribed to this category of assets. Environment and Conservation, Minister for the River

Under the Australian accounting standard (AAS29)Murray, Minister for Gambling and Minister for the Southern
‘Financial reporting by government departments'—with Suburbs. | now call on the examination of the report of the
which, I am sure, the honourable member is familiar—theAuditor-General in relation to the Minister for Health. |
department was required to recognise all assets it controlldddicate that 30 minutes has been allocated, and members will
or administered by 30 June 1999. Whilst adequately complyrot get a call each time; they should just ask a question and
ing with other aspects of the monumental task of identifyingthe minister should respond accordingly.
valuing and recording departmental assets (in excess of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Why was the capital works
30 000 individual assets)—it is an asset rich department bubudget for last year underspent by $23 million, and on which
unfortunately, income poor—the department was unable tparticular projects did the underspending occur?
account for all categories of crown land. The crown is the The Hon. L. STEVENS: Could the minister refer me to
registered holder of approximately 27 000 titled landthe page of the Auditor-General’'s Report to which he is
references and 2 800 parcels of reserved land. referring?

The major contributing factor to DEH's inability to The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am referring to page 295,
comply with the requirements of crown land identification isPart B: Agency Audit Reports, Volume I, which indicates that
the lack of data integrity that exists in the land ownershigthe expenditure for the year on capital works was $122.5 mil-
tenure system (LOTS)—which goes back to the earlfion. The budget for last year was $144 million.
1970s—a database which is managed by the Department for The Hon. L. STEVENS: | will take that question on
Administrative and Information Services. Such data errorsotice and get that information. We do not have audit
include redundant portfolio and/or ministerial titles, and ther@nformation on the details of that but we are happy to provide
is no data linkage between title files and valuation files. Thét to the honourable member.
impact of such errors is that the precise extent and value of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | said $143 million. The sum
crown land cannot be accurately determined. Itis also likelyf $145 million was in the budget for 2001-02 and, as | said,
that other portfolio property values reflected in their statutory$122.5 million was spent.
accounts may be understated or overstated. The Department The Hon. L. STEVENS: Seeing that two-thirds of it was
for Administrative and Information Services, as well as allin the honourable member’s time, he probably would know
other public sector agencies, will be required to devotanost of the answer.
significant resources to remedy these errors and irregularities. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | indicate to the minister that

The necessary verification and valuation of these tenurasumerous reports came through to me indicating that the
is very labour intensive and, as a consequence, will requireapital works program had been slowed down considerably
significant resources and time for complete recognition. Alsoafter we left government. That is why | asked the question—
an important ongoing procedural framework will need to bebecause | know various projects were sitting around the place,
developed and implemented to ensure that future transfers obt getting up, not getting through and not getting signed. |
ownership between agencies are accurately recorded withitote that—and this may well be because of the slowdown in
the LOTS system. It is a matter of getting the resourceshe capital works program—the cash in the department
necessary to get the information, as | am sure the member farcreased from $36 million to $61 million during the year.
Davenport knows, having been the minister responsible faAgain, | suspect that a significant part of that is because the
this area for a couple of years. budget was just under spent, particularly in the capital works

While all crown land can be accounted for, the quality ofarea. | refer to page 297 and the total there which shows the
information pertaining to whether the crown (and by defaultcash figures at the beginning and the end of the financial
DEH, given its responsibility to administer crown land) or year: it has gone from $36.7 to $61.2 million. | am quite
another department controls the parcel remains contentioasnazed that here we have so-called pressures in the health
and ambiguous. Given the whole of government implicationssystem—and | have heard various comments made about
my department is in the process of liaising with centralpressures on the capital works program—yet the cash in hand
agencies to agree on the best approach to correct data errevshin the department increased by about $25 million during
in LOTS and implement a mandated process which maintairthe year.
accurate land ownership records for SA government property. The Hon. L. STEVENS: | am advised that an extra
At this stage the central agencies have not developed a fing24 million was put in at the end of June this year, and that
view on whether resolution of the accountancy issues ibas had that effect.
justified. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: For what purpose was that

In summary, these are difficult issues which are compli-$24 million put in?
cated by a very old system—Iarge lumps of lands which the The Hon. L. STEVENS: | am advised—and | know this
government owns. We know where they are, but we do ndior my part of the health portfolio—that the $24 million was
have proper understanding of the values. The select commipart of a cabinet submission which was put forward and
tee, on which both the member and Davenport and | weraccepted and approved to pay out health unit deficits and to
members, will resolve at least some of these issues becauseable health units to start with a clean slate at the beginning
we will dispose of 12 000 to 15 000 titles through freeholdingof this new financial year. The rest was to help similarly in
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other parts of the portfolio. We felt very much that we needed The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would certainly appreciate
to do that. We knew when we came to government that healttihat. My recollection is that they were all signed off by the
units were struggling greatly and that they needed some hel@rious groups.
to be able to feel that this would be a fresh start, hence the The Hon. L. STEVENS: That is not so.
cabinet submission that was granted. | have just been given The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | also thought that we had
some extra information. In particular, in relation to the healththe membership lined up for the new board and that the act,
part of the portfolio, $12.3 million was received by the as | said, was due to be operative by the end of March, | think
Department of Human Services via a cabinet submission if was. However, | could not proceed because, as | said, we
June 2002 to prevent an increase in deficits in the curreryere in caretaker mode. It became very close, indeed. | was
year. If the moneys from the cabinet submission had not beesen asked whether it might be possible to do it prior to the
received, the budget overruns would have increased b¥lection being called, and the answer was that it was not,
$8.5 million, and that was the situation we inherited from thenecause we would not have been able to get the regulations
honourable member. Health service debtors contributed to@rough in time and you could not appoint the board without
rundown in DHS cash balances. Cash balances as per tfis regulations. The next question | will ask is whether the
DHS statement of financial position as at 30 June 2002 wergiR| at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is now up and operating
$61.3 million of which $59.9 million is committed to other fyly.
programs. The Hon. L. STEVENS: To finish off with the Dental
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The government cancelled Practice Act, there were issues. If you thought it was all ready
the aged care loans through HomeStart. As we all know, thg sign off, when we came into office there were issues which
minister then announced an alternative system of $15.1 mikame to light when we were wanting to proceed, and that is
lion to replace that. The minister made that announcement aphat we are trying to work through. | can get more informa-
26 September. How many of those loans have now beetion if the Deputy Leader wants the details, but it is about the
approved under that scheme? dental therapists issue. As | am in such a benevolent mood,
The Hon. L. STEVENS: | know that this is not really part |1 am happy to have a discussion on the MRI unit at the Queen
of the Auditor-General’'s Report from last year, but | amElizabeth Hospital, which is working and has been probably
happy to give the information if | can, if we have it with us. for about six weeks or so, | think.
We will have to check this but, from the advice | have just The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | understand that it may be
been given, approved loans have been provided to Gumesiperating, but is it being used fully at this stage? | understand
acha, Naracoorte, Millicent and Kangaroo Island, and othershat it is being used in a very limited sense.
are in the pipeline for consideration. The Hon. L. STEVENS: As far as | am aware, it is
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Thank you for thatinforma- functionally operational.
tion. Minister, when you came to government, the new Dental The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That was not my question.
Practices Act was complete and, through the parliament, thig it operating fully: in other words, are all those patients who
regulations had been finalised. In fact, | was asked whetheteed to have an MRI at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital using
I would implement those new regulations. Being in caretakethat machine?
mode in February, | was not able to do so as it was inappro- The Hon. L. STEVENS: As far as | am concerned, it is
priate. However, everything was lined up for the regulationgynctionally operational. We will take the question on notice
to be gazetted and to go ahead with the implementation of thgnd, if there is anything else that the member for Finniss
new act. My understanding is that the new act has not y&lould like to tell me in order to get the information for him,
been implemented. Why has it not been implemented, andym happy to receive it from him.
what is the minister trying to change in the regulations? The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would like to know.
The Hon. L. STEVENS: | am just wondering what page Perhaps the minister could get the information by tomorrow.

of the Auditor-General's Report this relates to. Is the MRI fully operational—and by that | mean not just
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This is covered under being tested or calibrated but fully operational in terms of all
general activities. That is all it has to do. the patients who need MRIs at the hospital?

The Hon. L. STEVENS: This has virtually nothing to do The Hon. L. STEVENS: It is fully operational. It is not
with the report from the Auditor-General on expendituresbeing tested or calibrated—it is working.
This is not estimates, which the honourable member well The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Will the minister give some
knows. | am feeling in such a benevolent and friendly framéndication as to what savings targets have been imposed on
of mind at the end of the year, and there are some issuesthke health area and what reduction in staff will occur as a
and | am quite concerned that we have not been able ti@sult of those savings targets?
progress them—in relation to parts of the regulations. | am The Hon. L. STEVENS: | want the member for Finniss
prepared to get the honourable member a briefing on that i accept that those questions came out of the estimates
he wishes. | understand that it involves particularly dentabommittee, and they will be provided by the Treasurer: he
therapists and the issues around that matter. We are trying {@| provide that information, as he has said in the house on
progress them, and | am aware that people are concerned aathumber of occasions, as soon as he has it collated. The

frustrated that it has not happened. | am too. information from the Department of Human Services will be
The Hon. Dean Brown:| thought that the bill had been given, as will the information from all other agencies at that
signed off. time.

The Hon. L. STEVENS: No, thatis not my understand- The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think | asked the omnibus
ing. | would be happy to provide that information. | was notquestions in estimates on 6 August, and four months later |
expecting a question on the regulations coming out of tham still waiting for the answers from a government that
dental act. However, | am certainly happy to give thepromised to have all answers available within two weeks
honourable member that information. (which was the standard set by the government itself). Here
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we are not two weeks later but four months later still waitingunder ‘Other’, payments increased from $31.5 million in
for the answers—and they were simple questions. 2000-01 to $47.2 million in 2001-02. | query the reason for
Ms Chapman interjecting: the increase of something like 50 per cent in that ‘Other’ area
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In coming back to the and whatthat $15 million has been used for.
minister on this now, itis a nice way of handballing the issue, The Hon. L. STEVENS: | am wondering if the member
because the Treasurer has promised the answers and he basld refer to the relevant page in the Auditor-General’s
not supplied them. It is becoming a sheer mockery, as we afReport.
so far into the year and cannot say what the budget savings The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is on page 131 under
targets are for this year. What is the specific target for eactAnnual Report of the Department of Human Services’, but
of the major units in the health area? | do not expect informait is for the year for which the Auditor-General’'s Report is
tion on every small country hospital, but | would like to know prepared. It is therefore part of the actual expenditure of the
the targets for the Royal Adelaide and Queen Elizabetdepartment and, as | said, there has been a $15 million
Hospitals, the Flinders Medical Centre, and the Lyellincrease in funding which represents a 50 per cent increase
McEwin, Modbury, Noarlunga and Repatriation Hospitals. in this line ‘Other’. | would like to know what is included.
The Hon. L. STEVENS: As the member for Finniss Perhaps you can get the information. | do not expect an
acknowledged, that is an estimates committee but this is aanswer—
examination of the Auditor-General’'s Report from lastyear. The Hon. L. STEVENS: The member is quoting out of
The Treasurer gave an undertaking to the house on a numbedifferent report altogether. | just do not have that informa-
of occasions—this week, | think. | know that that informationtion with me, and my advisers are not able to provide that
will be provided by him as soon as possible. information. We will have a look at it, but we cannot do it
The CHAIRMAN: It is an examination of the Auditor- just off the cuff without the member giving us more detail of
General's Report. Whilst members may be tempted to revisivhat he is looking at.
estimates, it is not the time to be doing that. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | appreciate that the minister
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | thank the minister for that, may not be able to do it off the cuff. | just ask if she could
but it is pertinent stuff in terms of operating the healthsupply an answer. Itis page 131 of the annual report; it is the
system. | turn to the annual report for the year ended 30 Jursecond to bottom line under ‘Other’; and it is the comparison
2002. | refer to the figures that have been used in the Auditobetween the two financial years covered in that report.
General's Report for the Department of Human Services for My next question relates to page 295 of the Auditor-
the period we are looking at. | notice that the payments foGeneral's Report and, in particular, under ‘Statement of
state appropriations to the Department of Human Servicefinancial position’. Provision of $78.2 million principally
increased from $1.269 billion to $1.414 billion; in other related to the Human Services professional indemnity
words, it has gone from $1.269 million in terms of revenuesnsurance claims, which increased by $30 million with a
for ordinary activities (I refer to page 113 of the annualrecognition of incurred but not reported claims. That
report) to $1.414 million. That is a very significant increase$30 million increase, which is very substantial, represents an
of $140 million. | notice that this year compared to last yeainincrease of about 65 to 70 per cent: is that due to an account-
the increase across the whole department was $106 milliomg change and a reporting period change, or is it because
In other words, there is a significant reduction in totalthere has been a significant increase in the potential liability
expenditure. The increase in expenditure this year is half that exists within the insurance area of the department?
increase in expenditure of the previous year. Will the minister | appreciate that the department insures for base risk over
give some indications in relation to this, because in terms o$1 million, | think under SACORP, and this then covers all
state appropriation we have had an increase of $140 milliomther costs and administrative costs in this area. | would
putting aside federal appropriation and other outside specialppreciate knowing why it has gone up by $30 million in the
agreements where funds would be allocated, particularly frorgear?
federal sources? Does the minister acknowledge that the The Hon. L. STEVENS: The Auditor-General’s Depart-
increase this year is substantially less than that for the yeanent has required that a provision for incurred but not
2001-02 and, if so, what will be the impact of that? reported claims be recognised in the department’s financial
The Hon. L. STEVENS: | am advised that the increases statements. The actuary contracted to provide an annual
for the year covering this report occurred because of theeport on the professional indemnity medical malpractice
funding of the medical officers’ and nurses’ EBs, and thisprograms liabilities advised that an amount of $30.7 million
year there was not the need to fund those things in the sanie recognised in the financial statements. This amount
way. reflects an estimate of claims that potentially have occurred
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think they got what was but have not been reported. Reporting of this amount is in
equivalent to effectively a 5 per cent salary increase each yeaccordance with accounting practices and is reviewed
of the EB, so it would have had an increase for this yearannually based on actuarial advice.
Therefore, | wonder why there is a lesser amount this year The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am still not sure that that
than for the last financial year. is an adequate explanation for what has been such a huge
The Hon. L. STEVENS: EBs have been funded to the increase in indemnity liability. | appreciate that the minister
full extent in both years, but we can give the member morenay wish to go away and get more information from the
detailed information on that if that is what he requires. insurance arm of the department, but I think we need more
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: On page 131 of the annual clarification as to why it has gone up by such a huge amount.
report for the department, | notice an interesting line down know that in the previous year we had changed the account-
the bottom called ‘Other’. This is the table ‘Recurrenting procedures and that at the beginning of last year we
funding to incorporated health services’, and each of thosehanged some of the insurance procedures. | want to try to
services works through what the increase in funding has beamderstand to what extent there has been a blow-out in
for both the country regions and specific areas. Howevetiability.
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I know that there was one substantial settlement last yeale aware of, which was the contract of the CEO. Other than
and | wonder whether that has impacted on other settlementat, there are no packages. However, we will check that
I would also appreciate information on what is the potentiapoint for the deputy leader to make sure that we have given
tail—because it is a very long tail—of liabilities which would him the correct information.
probably cover a period of up to 20 years. | think thisisvery  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would appreciate that.
relevant, because it then comes back to what measures Waere were two components to the question: one was how
take in terms of trying to cap liability by changes in legisla-many and the other was what was the total cost. | accept the
tion. Whilst this parliament has put through a number offact that none of them was voluntary, so | would like to know
measures in terms of public liability insurance, the one arethe details of the separations that otherwise took place that
in which those measures have had virtually no impact at altlearly were not voluntary. During this reporting period of
is medical indemnity insurance. It is an issue which | believe2001-02 the government abolished the HomeStart loans for
is still sitting there unresolved and undealt with largely inregional housing. What alternatives is the government putting
terms of legislative change. That is why | am interested taip to ensure that there is a means of securing housing in
know. regional areas, particularly in those areas where there are

I know that the health ministers set up a working party onremployment opportunities but quite inadequate housing
this matter, and | would appreciate knowing therefore whaavailable? The classic examples are Bordertown and Nara-
the expectation is in terms of the increase in liability fromcoorte, but there are quite a few other regional centres in
year to year and whether we as a parliament need to be taki®puth Australia that | know were very keen to build regional
steps to start to cap, in a serious way, medical indemnithousing.
liability so that the insurance costs are reduced. In particular, we are looking at housing for low income

The Hon. L. STEVENS: | will just give a brief response families or, in some cases, individuals on lower income. They
and then we will provide further information in due course.have just moved in, just got the job there, and they probably
Essentially, the member would probably recall that aglo not feel secure enough to go out and try to build a home.
minister he took the decision to increase the deductibles frofihey do not have the resources to build a home, yet here in
$50 000 to $1 million. many ways is the heart of trying to establish these regional

The Hon. Dean Brown: Which is what | acknowledge. areas. So, can the minister give me some information on what

The Hon. L. STEVENS: Yes. Therefore, the department alternative schemes are now available to replace the regional
is carrying the first $1 million of risk and, in recognising this, HomeStart loan scheme?
we have had to increase the potential liability associated with  The Hon. S.W. KEY: The question that the deputy leader
the risk. | will give further information in a considered hasraised is really at the heart of policy issues and, although
answer but, obviously, the member is well aware, as | think think it is quite laudable that the deputy leader has asked
everybody in the country is, that there are major issues ithose questions, | would ask first whether he could point me
terms of medical indemnity related to public liability, but to the reference in the Auditor-General's Report on that
with particular issues in relation to health and medicalquestion, and | would be interested to follow up that point
indemnity. Those issues are being discussed on an ongoitigrough the chair. | do not believe that is part of the examin-
basis at both a state and national level, but we still do noation for today.
have the answers. Certainly in terms of health there is The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Itis, because we are dealing
considerable concern by health ministers that the commorgenerally with the allocation of funds to the Department of
wealth has really not taken the lead that it needed to take iHuman Services for last year, and various other housing
terms of bringing us all together; but there is obviously a lotauthorities. Is it now covered under the South Australian
of work being done. We are working on it as well. SouthCommunity Housing Authority? The Housing Trust is
Australia was among one of the first states to bring legislatiosertainly covered here, as is the Department of Human
through its parliament which has happened already, but the®ervices. | have seen enough of discussion and questioning
certainly needs to be some extra work done in terms ofn the Auditor-General’s Report to know that it does not have
medical indemnity. to deal with just the figures but with the broad policy areas

The CHAIRMAN: The time has expired for examination covered in that financial year.
of the report of the Auditor-General relating to the Minister ~ The Hon. S.W. KEY: Although | understand the question
for Health. We will now examine the report of the Auditor- and am more than happy to provide information to the deputy
General in relation to the Minister for Social Justice, Ministerleader about the program with regard to housing, particularly
for Housing, Minister for Youth and Minister for the Status in rural and regional areas, | have to say that, as part of the
of Women, and 30 minutes is allocated for the examinationhousing plan, one of the areas that we will be looking at is the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | refer to page 294; in fact, provision of housing for rural and remote areas. The concern
this was a question | was going to ask of the other ministethat has been raised by a number of people, including the
but, seeing that there is a divided responsibility here, | cadeputy leader, | think, of employee housing and the connec-
equally ask the question now. At the bottom under ‘Staffingtion between accommodation and employment, which is a
costs’, it states that 79 TVSPs were granted during the yednndamental issue, is not really part of the Auditor-General’s
at a cost of $7.1 million. How many of those 79 were grantedreport. The deputy leader has not given me a reference, so

after 4 March and what was their cost? that probably emphasises that fact. | will be more than happy,
The Hon. S.W. KEY: | am advised that after 4 March when we have some more information to hand, to provide a
there were none, so the cost therefore was none. briefing to the deputy leader on this issue. | do agree that it

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: How many separation is animportantissue.
packages that were not voluntary were granted after 4 March The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | do not accept that it is not
and what was the total cost of those separation packagesdart of this. At page 355 we have a whole section on the
The Hon. S.W. KEY: The advice | am given is that there Housing Trust, in terms of responsibility. If you look at what
was a termination of contract, which the deputy leader wouldhe Auditor-General has put into his report in a number of
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areas, he does talk about outputs. For instance, in the healfictober this year the rate is 17 per cent of the gross house-
area | referred to pages 314 and 315, so this is part of theold income. What was the figure last year?
output, and | am asking: what is the output in terms of The Hon. S.W. KEY: | did not hear the reference to the
housing in country areas? Page 359 talks about the numbguditor-General's Report. In answer to the member for
of trust rental properties, and that is the main housingFinniss’s question, the two rates have gone from 16 per cent
authority under the control of the minister, in terms ofto 17 per cent and from 18 per cent to 19 per cent respective-
numbers. If you look at page 361 you will see house acquisity.
tions. What | am asking is: how many of these have beenin The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That is exactly what | was
regional areas to replace the regional HomeStart loan scherager. | was referring to the whole section relating to the
and, therefore, what policy initiative is in place? It is very Housing Trust in the Auditor-General’s Report. The minister
valid in terms of the Auditor-General’'s Report. very kindly sent me a letter outlining exactly how the
The Hon. S.W. KEY: As | said earlier, | understand the $800 000 savings for the IDSC was to be achieved. Will the
reason for the question. In fact, | probably agree with theninister advise what the savings are for Minda Homes?
importance of it, but originally the deputy leader asked me The Hon. S.W. KEY: Will the honourable member
about HomeStart and he has not actually given me a refereng@o\,ide the reference in the Auditor-General's Report for
with regard to HomeStart in regional areas. He has given mgjinda?

other references, which | accept. | have already given an Tha Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is on page 303 under the
undertaking that, as we move further through the housingleading ‘Fu.nding for the disébility sector’.

plan, | will be happy to give the deputy leader a briefing on The Hon. S.W. KEY: | am advised that TVSPs have

not only what is being looked at in regional and remote areas ade up the major part of the cost savings for Minda. | think

Bﬁh earlsstc;nt(;la\lltvacson;rtte f)tfl(tjf?e \évghu:a Tergg)érr]?seg:i ﬁrgl(:hﬁeas?iolthe honourable member would know that the whole savings
’ Y puty ginal g uestion is not part of the Auditor-General’s Report. So, | am

If that does not address the question that the deputy Ieaderi dulging the honourable member by answering this question,

ﬁismk'ng without reference, | am not sure what | can do to hellE)ut I think it is important to try to answer his questions. My
: ) . advice is that the time frame we are talking about was 2001-
_The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am quite happy for the . 2002 (that was, until July this year), and we are talking about
minister to come back with an answer, but | point out that i VSPs. | am not sure whether the honourable member or the

this reporting period a HomeStart loan scheme for region Lo L
areas had been established, and that was done in the latter qt% rr]]'a?graléa\évjﬁug; crinraeggir;stlﬁggfg;\t/?:g(ilsablhty sector

of 2001. In the latter part of the financial year 2002 but still The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | simply wanted to know the

in this reporting period, the govemment scrapped the avings target for the current year which equated to the

HomeStart loan scheme. Therefore, | am asking in polic L
terms, during this period what other schemes has th 800 000 for the IDSC. Perhaps the minister could get that
@t'ormatmn for me.

overnment developed to replace that scheme which has be .
9 b P | The Hon. S.W. KEY: | am happy to take that on notice,

scrapped and which would establish housing in those reglor%Jt the shadow minister needs to refer to the Auditar-

areas of South Australia where there is a significant shorta , Lo . .
but a high level of demand for new housing, in particularc€neral’s Report. This is not an estimates committee process:
because of some of the industries at Naracoorte and BorddHnvolves the Auditor-General's Report. As | have said, | am
town, with the abattoirs and vineyard developments, antf"°re than happy to provide information on specific questions
some of the other areas as well. The demand is there. | waRE 2Sks. butthese questions are not really appropriate for this
to know what policies have been put in place during this>®SS!On-
reporting period to replace the scrapped HomeStart loan The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | refer to page 304 of the
scheme. Auditor-General’s Report in relation to SHINE. Two nights
The Hon. S.W. KEY: | again emphasise, firstly, that the 290, | happened to be reading the annual report of SHINE—
questions asked by the Deputy Leader are more appropriate The Hon. S.W. KEY: This is actually minister Stevens'’
for the estimates committees and, secondly, as we mowea of responsibility, so | am not in a position to answer for
through the deliberations in relation to the housing plan anéier part of the portfolio.
the working groups, | am happy to provide more detailed The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Itis very confusing, because
information not only to the Deputy Leader but also to othersome of the lines come under another minister, and | think
members with responsibilities in rural electorates. It isthat is somewhat unfair. | could put that question on notice
important that this is a general discussion. | am sure that tH® be answered by the minister responsible. When there are
Deputy Leader is aware that a major trust asset strategies plas many organisations as we are dealing with here, some of
has been put in place, and it has a five-year time frame tthem are under another minister. On pages 303 and 304, there
address the balance of supply and demand. That is the mdsta whole page in very fine print of various organisations that
recent advice | have had. | think that most of the Deputyare funded under the Department of Human Services, and it
Leader’s questions are more appropriately estimates commis difficult to know which comes under which area. Perhaps
tee questions, or | invite the Deputy Leader to put thesény question could be referred to the minister responsible.
questions on notice, if he feels that | am not adequately | note that payments for SHINE this past financial year
addressing them. (2001-02) increased very substantially indeed. | also note that
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In relation to the Housing the figures for SHINE show that it substantially underspent
Trust one-bedroom cottage flats, what proportion of grosfunds allocated to it for the year. Why was there such a
household income was taken as rent last financial year? | agubstantial increase in funding for SHINE last financial year
aware that from 26 October this year it is 19 per cent. Whatompared to the previous year? Can the minister either give
was it prior to that applied to last year? | understand that, isome explanation or ask the minister responsible to explain
the cottage flat does not have a separate bedroom, from 2éether there have been special allocations for a new role and
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why so much money remained unspent at the end of th©ffice for the Status of Women was under the umbrella of a
financial year, as reported? different set of portfolios, which she has already identified.
The Hon. S.W. KEY: | emphasise that | am more than In addition, that transfer has occurred fairly recently, and we
happy to follow up on that question for the Deputy Leaderare examining the Auditor-General’s Report for 2001-02.
However, | understand that this would have been part of higVith respect, | think the member’s question is not appropriate
responsibility as the minister at the time. So, the Deputyor this session, because | do not have the advisers here. | am
Leader could probably answer half this question himselfhappy to provide information to the member as she has
However, although it would be inappropriate for me to makerequested, because | think it is important for all the informa-
any comments on other minister’s portfolios, in this instanceion about the Office for the Status of Women to be made
I am happy to undertake to get further details for the Deputyvailable to parliament, and certainly to the member, as
Leader. shadow minister. | am happy to give that undertaking. But my
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | acknowledge that the memory of both estimates and the Auditor-General’s
original budget was allocated during the period when | wagxamination process is that there is some onus on the person
minister. That is why | ask the question. | was not aware thaasking the question to cite the reference: it is not for the
such a significant increase in funding had been allocated tminister. | invite the member, if she does want to ask those
SHINE. | covered only part of the year, and | wonder whethequestions, to do so in future.
there has been a further allocation to SHINE. No explanation Ms CHAPMAN: Let us have a look at the financial
has been given to me why there has been this substantigbsition as at 30 June 2002: page 849 of transport, urban
increase in funding. planning and the arts, and the cash assets, which are described
Ms CHAPMAN: My question relates to the Office for the as $86.148 million as at 30 June 2002. How much of that was
Status of Women which, until 1 July 2002, was cleverlyin bank accounts for the Office for the Status of Women?
concealed in the transport, urban planning and arts division. The Hon. S.W. KEY: | thank the honourable member: |
| have attempted to identify in the notes, in relation to thejyst emphasise that | am not trying to be difficult. She heard
financial statements for the four months during which theyhat | said in relation to her previous question. | am happy
minister had responsibility in this area for the relevanty take that on notice and provide that information to the
financial year, the actual expenditure and income as distinghember, as | said, in response to her first question.
from what we had in the budget process, which were the \;s cHAPMAN: Can the minister identify the nature of
estimates as at 30 June. Where are they disclosed? the accounts in which it is invested—whether there is a fixed
The Hon. S.W. KEY: | think that is a fair enough genosit account, a cash on call account, or whether there is

question in many respects. The problem with the membergy account in the Treasury department, in the Consolidated
question in this session is that there has only recently beeng..qunt? Can the minister identify that and, if not, can she
transfer of the Office for the Status of Women under the e the question on notice?

Department of Human Services umbrella. So, it would be
very difficult for me to ask any of the advisers here to answer
that question. Does the member have a more specific ques“ﬂﬂ‘ormation for the honourable member
that she wants to ask me that | could perhaps take on notice— ] -

for instance, where the member thinks the reference to the Ms .(f?HAPIMAN' Frotr)n Imy obss:{vatéon.ofgh%a.ccounrt]s,
Office for the Status of Women is in the Auditor-GeneraI’sz significantly greater balance of funds Is held in cash or
Report? This is, unfortunately, the wrong session. eposits in the total budget and, indeed, relying on the

Ms CHAPMAN: With respect, we are talking about the information provided at the time of the budget, there is a
four-month period.from March tc; June 2002. which is Ioartsigniﬁcantly greater amount in those accounts as at 30 June
of the financial year ending 30 June 2002, which we are he|%002 than there was at 30 June 2001. Does the minister have

to discuss. It may or may not be that the minister’s adviser&"Y explanatign as to why there should be such a significant
are fluent with respect to that financial period—but, give extra amount? | am talking about an extra amount of some

that that is the financial period we are here to discuss, | woul 30 000. .
have thought they would be. | am not here to ask the minister '€ Hon. S.W. KEY: | can only repeat what | have said
necessarily where that information may be in the transpor{! @1Swer to the member’s previous questions. I will supply
report. If the minister does not know, she does not know: RS much information as I can.

suppose that is the position. If the minister's advisers simply Ms CHAPMAN: We note the announcement in the last
do not know— day or so of the establishment of the Premier’s Council for

The Hon. S.W. Key: Do you know? Women, with its operation to be effective as from February

Ms CHAPMAN: | could guess that, in relation to the next year. Did the previous women’s council meet at all
income and expenditure as identified, it is in there somebetween February and June 20027
where. A large amount of money is identified in relation to  The Hon. S.W. KEY: Can the honourable member
the total of that area—the $1.660 million that is allocated tadescribe the reference in the Auditor-General's Report on that
this important area is in there but, of course, it has not beepoint?
identified specifically in the financial statement. | will rely ~ Ms CHAPMAN: Again, | refer to page 849 in relation to
on what was provided by the Treasurer at the time of théExpenses from ordinary activities’, under either ‘Employee
budget, when he provided us with an estimate of the incomexpenses’ or ‘Other expenses’, which will cover the expenses
and expenditure for that financial year. My first question isyelating to the operation of the women’s council, which had
in relation to that year: what amount of money did you havea budget of $40 000, plus $60 000 in support, plus another
by way of asset of this sub-department as cash or deposits &7 000, from memory, which involves in-kind services. That
call as at 30 June 2002? was an item of expenditure and, accordingly, | ask whether

The Hon. S.W. KEY: | would like to make a couple of that committee met between March and June and, if it did not,
points. First, as the honourable member would be aware, thehether its members were paid any money.

The Hon. S.W. KEY: As | said, | am quite happy, in
ation to both the first and second questions, to obtain that
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The Hon. S.W. KEY: | think the member for Bragg services'. It shows planning related fees of $1.158 million
draws a very long bow here. | do not see the women'’s councitersus $1.275 million the previous year.
listed here anywhere. | respect what she is saying: that on The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: | will undertake to
page 849 it does come under the transport, urban planningrovide a full answer, but | know that in part those fees would
and the arts portfolio area. As | explained, my understandingomprise fees that are paid to Planning SA on the lodging of
of this examination under the Auditor-General’s Report is fora major project application. That figure would reflect a lesser
the previous financial year, when in fact the Office for thenumber of those fees over the reported period, and other fees
Status of Women came under that portfolio. | will make twomay well be capable of being collected by Planning SA in
points—and | am doing so because | respect the memben'glation to its role as a planning authority. So, it would be
guestion, rather than acknowledging that it is part of thehose fees—I suspect they are fees in relation to the Develop-
Auditor-General's Report. As she probably knows, thement Assessment Commission. The only planning related
previous committee finished at the end of June this year, dees that Planning SA would be concerned with would be
I understand it. The Premier and | thought that it wasthose other than council related, so | think it would be the
important, because of the valuable work that had been domaajor project applications and applications to the Develop-
by that committee, to make sure that it had the opportunitynent Assessment Commission. However, | will undertake to
to finish its work. There may have been a couple of meetingprovide a full answer.
after that date, just to tidy up some of the good work thathad Mr BRINDAL: Perhaps you can guide me. | see that the
been done by that committee (which, as | understand il,ocal Government Financing Authority has a number of
reported to the Hon. Diana Laidlaw). From that time, aexecutives and that in 2002 one of them was on a salary in
number of the subcommittees also reported to the Office foexcess of $220 000 and that two others were on salaries in
the Status of Women, and | was advised of their deliberationsxcess of $110 000. Given that the fund is guaranteed by the
and campaigns as a result. | think the member for Bragg antreasurer of this state and is a considerable financial benefit
| both agree that the committee has been a very important pad local government, will the minister tell me how this
of the work for the Office for the Status of Women and, as Igovernment, which is supposed to be frugal, justifies such
understand it, meetings took place right up until the commitexcessive salaries for such relatively junior officers within the
tee finished, probably some time at the end of June, but Bystem of government?
may have been a little later. The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: It is probably an

The CHAIRMAN: That concludes the Auditor-General’s unwarranted assumption to suggest that these are relatively
Reportin relation to the Minister for Social Justice, Ministerjunior officers. | think that the best response to this proposi-
for Housing, Minister for Youth and Minister for the Status tion would be for me to provide the honourable member with
of Women. We will now examine the Auditor-General’s a clear understanding of the nature and role of this executive
Report in relation to the Minister for Urban Development andposition, because | think if he understood that and the funds
Planning, Minister for Local Government and Minister for for which such a person is responsible he would begin to
Administrative Services. Thirty minutes are allocated. | pointunderstand that this is far and away a position that could not
out to members that they will not get an individual call; theybe described as a junior position. Indeed, | know that
will just ask questions and hopefully the minister will equivalent positions within the state public sector are likely

respond. to attract very similar salaries, but | undertake to provide
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | draw your greater clarification for the honourable member. | think his

attention to the state of the committee. assumption that this is a junior officer enjoying a salary of
A quorum having been formed: over $220 000 is unwarranted.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The Auditor-General has not Mr BRINDAL: | made the point that they were relatively
made any comment in relation to Planning SA, but in lookingunior positions. The minister might answer this question: as
through his report | noticed a couple of lines that | thoughtthis comes before this parliament under the auspices of his
might just be worth teasing out. The Planning SA deposiministry, is he indeed the minister responsible? If he is the
account has a balance of $2.964 million compared taninister responsible, how direct is his contact? As the
$3.849 million in the previous year. Will the minister explain minister who bears the responsibility for this authority, how
the reasons why the amount in that account has reduced Ibyuch direct contact does he have and is this one of his very
some $1.17 million? senior officers? In answering the question, the minister might

The Hon. J.JW. WEATHERILL: No, | cannot provide detail to the house how much the minister gets—because | do
that information today, but | will provide a detailed answer not think the minister, who is responsible for this officer, gets
to the member. $230 000.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The report also identifies that The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: | was the Minister for
some 42 employees of the department took TVSPs during tHeocal Government. As of midday today, | ceased to hold that
year. Will the minister advise how many of those were fromhigh office and the Hon. Mr McEwen (the member for Mount

Planning SA? Gambier) now holds that esteemed office. He follows in the
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: No, I cannot, but I will  footsteps of some well regarded ministers for local govern-
undertake to provide an answer to the member. ment. In respect of the Local Government Financing Authori-

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: | have another question on the ty, it is a statutory authority. Its relationship to the minister
financials, although | understand that you may not have this not the same relationship that many statutory authorities
information tonight. A line there appertains to planning (which exist within government) bear to their minister. There
related fees, and the figure shown is $1.158 million. | notices an independent board. In relation to the board there exists
that there was a reduction of $117 000 over the year. Can yaurepresentative from the Treasurer and, indeed, representa-
bring back an answer on what makes up those plannintives from a range of council entities. Like many relationships
related fees? This is on page 858, under item 9, the secottidat exist in the local government sector, it involves the status
item down from the top of the page: ‘Fees and charges foas exercising a service role to ensure that financial manage-
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ment services are carried out in the most effective wayhat the minister has done very well. | just asked which ones
possible. | think that adequately answers the honourablidhe minister did and how much they cost.
member’s question. The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: Unfortunately, my term
Mr BRINDAL: The minister’s department, which is the of office extends beyond the reported period. This is the
Department for Transport, Urban Planning and the Arts, Auditor-General’s Report in respect of the 2001-02 financial
presume includes local government. Is local governmenyear. Itis virtually impossible to disaggregate which consul-
included? tancies have occurred during my period in office. The period
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Yes. with which we are concerned involved 23 consultancies. That

Mr BRINDAL: The minister has a net cash provision of i &ll I can offer. _ _
operating facilities of $170.371 million, as detailed on MrBRINDAL: Let us see if we can get a satisfactory
page 863. In the year 2000, the minister had 22 employegd!Swer in respect of this question. One of the costs detailed
above the salary of $100 000 a year. In fact, he has only orié the minister’s salary, and | believe the minister’s office and
person in his whole department who earns between $240 o@siministration. What was the cost in the last financial year
and $249 000. In other words, the Local Governmenff the administration of the minister's office?

Financing Authority has $40 million-odd— with one person ~ The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: | do not have the

on that remuneration—yet the minister’s whole departmen@nSWer to that question with me. It is administered under the
can be run by one person in that salary band and has somigepartment for Administrative and Information Services, but
thing like four and a half times the budget—and, presumably, Will supply an answer to the honourable member.

alot more employees. Will the minister detail the logic of his ~ Mr BRINDAL: I will be very interested to see how much
having only one person in that band, when someone with the minister costs to run. Under the same line there is mention

quarter of the responsibility has one, too. It strikes me as nd?f the local government tax equivalent regime. | remember
being very sensible. that as being a scheme whereby local government entities—I

The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: As | mentioned before. think they were old section 200 or section 199 entities that

the answer is most likely to lie in relation to the duties andVere not required to pay tax—deposited the equivalent tax
responsibilities that are attracted to that position. As thdhat they should pay into a scheme under the federal govern-
honourable member would be aware, there is often a cauSBent’s requirements for competition neutrality. Those funds
within government to attract people from the private secto}V€'e then available for application to the scheme. | ask

who have the necessary skills to carry out a function orpMPIly: how muchis now in the scheme? Is it accumulating,
behalf of government. In the area of— remaining static or depleting? During the honourable

Mr Brindal interjecting: member’s ministry—I will not trouble him with mine—what

. uses are those funds being put to?
me-lr—r:]t)eelr-igf?é‘r]s.,vfx/:nx\églﬁ-tr: rEIr?It%\Le. ngg:létgee?r?nng\;al:blnean- The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: ~ That = scheme is
. IS i u al >ov INAN dministered largely by local government.
cing Authority, but we prefer the skills of proven money Mr Brindal interjecting:
managers. Those people are highly marketable commodities |

in terms of their capacity to attract salaries within the private ' The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: It is administered by
pacity p a committee that | understand is largely dominated by the

sector, and indeed to attract them to government does requife - rests of local government. Of course, from the point of

a need to pay commensurate salaries. It is most likely that tNﬁew of local government, itis expressed to be money that is
explanation for the relativities which the honourable membe{:ollected from the council entities. A reportage is provided

questions lies in that. by that government structure on this scheme. | think it is
MrBRINDAL: Page 859 refers to the Office of Local 1 ;qyn a5 a research and development scheme. | am more

Government deposit account, which dropped from $428 004, happy to supply details of the research grants that those

in the 2001 financial year to $231 000 this year. funds have been applied to during the relevant reporting
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: A number of transac- pgriod.

tions have affected that balance, and | undertake to provid% Mr BRINDAL: Obviously the next question, of course,

to the honourable member an answer that explains that. rejates to the catchment management subsidy scheme. The
Mr BRINDAL: On page 864, under ‘Consultancies’, 23 scheme was reviewed and reported on, and it is an item of
are listed for 2002. | acknowledge that in 2001 it was 52, sdministration under the minister’s line. What has happened
there are fewer consultancies. Will the minister detail howith that money? What will happen with that money in the
many consultancies have been undertaken since he Wagure? What future plans does the minister have for that
minister, the nature of these consultancies and the results gkcount?
those consultancies, especially any consultancies in regard to The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: The honourable
the North Terrace precinct? member should be aware that that is actually the responsibili-
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: The importantquestion ty of the Minister for Environment and Conservation. It is not
to bear in mind is that we came to the last election on any responsibility.
promise of halving the number of consultancies that have Mr Brindal: That was my responsibility.
been expended in government. Here we have a really The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: It might have been your
spectacular example of the government fulfilling one of itsresponsibility as minister for water resources, but certainly
key promises. We had 52 consultancies under the formeris not my responsibility.
minister, and 23 under the new minister—a promise keptand Members interjecting:
delivered on behalf of the people of South Australia. The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Unley will
Mr BRINDAL: |repeatthe question: how many consul- come back to the purpose of the committee.
tancies were undertaken during your ministry, which MrBRINDAL: Sir, flood mitigation is mentioned on
consultancies were undertaken during your ministry, anghage 864, and, in light of the minister’s previous answer on
what were the results of these consultancies? | acknowleddlee catchment management subsidy scheme, if the Auditor-
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General says that one of his administered items is floodf performing that? | am advised that it is possible to achieve
mitigation and if he also still holds the authority under thethese reconciliations to meet the Auditor-General’s queries
South-Western Suburbs Drainage Act 1959—as it says haithin existing resources.
does here—how then is he not responsible for the catchment The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | refer to page 39, Volume | of
management scheme? | point out to him that the Auditorthe Auditor-General’'s Report—if you are listening, minister.
General thinks he is responsible for that, because it is listeHorensic Science is a department under your responsibility,
as an administered item at item 35 on page 864. Either thmainister. Again, with the huge funding cuts suffered through-
minister is misleading the house and saying that he is naiut your portfolio, forensic services did not miss out, with a
responsible for something that he is responsible for, or th&326 000 cut diminishing the capability of what is an
Auditor-General is misleading the house, or the minister hasnportant department and placing it at risk of being able to
mislead the Auditor-General. Could the minister explain toprovide independent pathology and scientific analysis
this committee who is responsible for this scheme? Theervices to the justice system and the community. The
Auditor-General says he is. minister was briefed on significant cost pressures that this
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: The simple matter here department will face now and over the next few years as
is that the Minister for Environment and Conservation hafDNA sampling and testing will increase dramatically with
responsibility for the catchment management subsidy schemeew legislation. Will the minister explain the current status
I must say, though, that in my role as Minister for Local of this department and advise this committee of any new
Government, it has been a matter about which councils haviending allocated to enable this significant department in the
made regular representations, and it has been a matter that first instance to survive and, secondly, to do the job it was set
have placed firmly on the agenda for the minister’'s locaup to do on behalf of all South Australians?
government forum. So, in a sense, we have accepted responsi-The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: The question of
bility for dealing with the issue. However, the ministerial Forensic Science services—and, indeed, the provisions we
responsibility for dealing with the matter is most certainly thehave made within the budget concerning the Forensic Science
responsibility of the Minister for Environment and Conser-Unit—are obviously a matter of great public interest. We
vation. strongly support the role of DNA testing in being able to
Mr BRINDAL: Obviously, | would never hesitate to solve some of the more intractable crimes that confront the
accept the minister's word. But | will be writing to the community. The honourable member refers to certain cuts
Auditor-General to clarify this matter, because he has clearlyhat have occurred in relation to the global budget on forensic
given this house misleading information. | have wasted abowdervices and is fearful that that will have an effect on the day-
four minutes asking about something for which the ministeto-day work of Forensic Science in its ability to process DNA
says he is not responsible, and the Auditor-General in hisampling.
writing clearly says that he is responsible. | accept the We have made it absolutely clear that any cuts that are to
minister’'s word, but the Auditor-General needs to qualify itbe found will be quarantining those important forensic
and provide us with accurate information. services that deal with the solving of crime through the DNA
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: If the member feels testing program. There is the issue of what has occurred
disadvantaged by the fact that the Minister for Environmentluring the reporting period, and we are confident that what
and Conservation is not here, | offer to take that question ohas gone before has not affected, and will not affect, the
notice and respond to him, if that is what he pleases. capacity to deal with the existing DNA testing. Additional
Mr BRINDAL: |thank the minister for doing that, but | moneys were provided within the budget for DNA testing.
will still contact the Auditor-General because | do not like There is a net reduction across forensic science as a whole as
being sold a pup. a consequence of the overall budget savings target, but the net
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: At page 12 of the Auditor- decrease in funding to forensic science will not affect the
General's Report under ‘Controls opinion’ the Auditor capacity of the government to deliver on its promises in
indicated concern about an inadequate reconciliation processlation to the necessary DNA profiling work.
between the Business Unit's ledger and the department's The next step in the equation is what the member asks
Corporate Ledger. The reliability and integrity of a systemabout the new legislation. The new legislation may have
operation that produces financial data could be in questiopassed, or will soon pass, the house but, when and if it does,
DAIS has indicated to the Audit Unit that a systems upgrad¢he new government has given a commitment that it will be
will resolve those issues, which is to be completed in 2003adequately funded to meet the additional requirements that
As the minister accepted a massive $21 million funding cutvill meet DNA testing, as required by the legislation. The
throughout seven of his 10 departments, has the funding fdronourable member has noticed and observed publicly that
this vital upgrade been allocated to enable DAIS to complythere will be an additional burden on the Forensic Science
with the assurances resolution, and how much of that fundinBepartment to process additional DNA samples to meet the
has been allocated? requirements of the new legislation. The new government has
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: This is a serious made clear that that funding will be provided.
question, and one that actually does draw on the Auditor- The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: It is a shame we have only one
General's Report, rather than the long bows that have beaninute left, as | would like to ask more questions. If funding
drawn. Contained within the body of the question asked isis not provided for this, then DNA testing and sampling
indeed, the solution. It states in the last paragraph that DAISannot occur. You have admitted that there are decreases
has indicated that reconciliation issues are to be addressadross the whole budget, and at this point no funding has been
through a systems upgrade to be completed in 2003. So, tladlocated by this government for the new legislation, which
Auditor-General has been satisfied that DAIS has the meangijll increase DNA testing.
the capability and the willingness to address the issues he |refer to pages 11 and 12 regarding LOTS. The Auditor-
raised. Secondly, the implication in the question is that, giveiGeneral in his report comments on the ongoing resolution of
the cuts that have occurred within DAIS, will they be capablenanagement issues pertaining to the future management and
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funding arrangement of the land ownership and tenure system SCHOOLS, OB FLAT PRIMARY

known as LOTS. Issues have been discussed between DAIS

and DEH in recent years, and an interagency working group The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and

was established to finalise outstanding arrangements; and &lhildren’s Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial

business operations were to be covered by formal managstatement.

ment arrangements to examine the functional alignment of Leave granted.

land administration information systems and management The Hon. P.L. WHITE: On 21 November 2002 the Chief

information systems between the two regimes. What has bedixecutive of the Department of Education and Children’s

the result of these investigations and the time lines require8ervices received a letter from the governing council of OB

to implement changes? What is the future of LOTS accordingflat Primary School requesting that the school be closed from

to Labor government policy today? the end of the 2002 school year. | have agreed to the request
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: |thank the honourable and, in accordance with section 14A(2)(b) of the Education

member for her question, which is also important. The LOTSACt 1972, I inform the house that the OB Flat Primary School

system will be maintained. The communication and dialogudill close its doors for the final time on Friday 13 December

that was commenced during her time as minister will2002.

continue between the Department of Environment and This follows concern about the viability of programs,

Heritage and the Land Services Group within DAIS. Thegiven low projected enrolments for the next five years. There

Auditor-General in his annual report noted that the Lanchre currently no estimated student enrolments for 2003. am

Services Group in DAIS was unable to demonstrate fulkdvised that the majority of parents recommended the closure

control of a number of statutory functions associated with thevhen it became clear that the school’'s ability to viably

Surveyor-General, as well as the access and use of igovide curriculum from 2003 was questionable. Parents

information systems and associated revenues. As sonyéhose children will continue primary school in 2003 have

matters remain outstanding, the Auditor-General hagnrolled their children at other schools.

continued to raise these issues in his annual report. I thank the school community for its positive and collabor-

In relation to the matters raised by the Auditor-General&tivé approach to determining the school's future. | wish the
B Flat families every success as they continue their

the heads of agreement between DEH and DAIS were sign - - . -
and implemented. The heads of agreement establish the rofgducation in neighbouring schools. | would also like to
and responsibilities of each agency with regard to some lan¢co9nise the contributions that principals and staff (bpth past
administration function systems and information. Thednd present) and parents of students have made to this .school.
Surveyor-General’s statutory functions of geodetic servicell has enhanced the lives of young South Australians in the
and geographic names were transferred to the Land Servicg@Uth-East region of our state.
Group. The functions and systems of the survey database and
the di%ital cadastral databage remain with DEH)./Service level CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES (CANNABIS)
agreements for the provision of services between DEH and AMENDMENT BILL
DAIS are agreed. The agreements include accounts recei- 1, Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any
able, survey database and IT services. Land Services Groﬁ%endment
commenced distribution of land information retail products '
and implemented interim arrangements for the small number STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
of value added resellers for property sales data.

The final agreements between Land Services Group, DAIS The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |
and DEH for data distribution and management were signechove:
in August 2002 and the scope of these agreements is LOTS That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move
and its distribution systems, including Property Assist,a motion for the rescission of an order of the house without notice.
section 7 and LOTS for remote user network. The heads of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | have counted the house and,
agreement between DAIS and DEH was extended for @s an absolute majority of the whole number of members of
further period of 12 months. the house is not present, ring the bells.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The time for this examination An absolute majority of the whole number of members
has expired. The committee has considered the Auditobeing present:
General’'s Report and concluded its examination. Motion carried.

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS CRIMINAL LAW (FORENSIC PROCEDURES)
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban

Development and Planning):l move: The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |

move:
extggo?édﬂl])%;gﬂg {%rpmn?vmg the adjournment of the house be That the order making the consideration of the amendments of
o the Legislative Council in the Criminal Law (Forensic Procedures)

Motion carried. (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill an Order of the Day for tomorrow
be rescinded.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO MEETINGS Motion carried.
AND DOCUMENTS) AMENDMENT BILL The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move:

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any That the amendments be taken into consideration forthwith.
amendment. Motion carried.
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Consideration in committee. tonight that there have already been cuts to the Forensic
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move: Science Unit as part of the across-portfolio savings that the
Labor government has chosen to put upon every portfolio

. L across government. The minister for Administrative Services,
Mr Chairman, my understanding is that the other place hag, s responsibility for this area, acknowledges that those

moved an amendment to this DNA testing bill. It has alsoy;ts have already been made.

moved a schedule of amendments supported by both the' |, nat capacity the minister would also have had briefings
government and the opposition; amendments that were to ke, ,gh his department and from the Forensic Science Unit
considered in this place but were not considered owing to th@ich would have advised him that, if the unit was to work
inadequate notice which the government gave the oppositioRgiciently and appropriately, there are very dangerous cost
When that adequate notice was given, the opposition deglessyres that were alive and well coming into this budget
constructively with those amendments and they have noy,q Unfortunately, the government has chosen to ignore
been made by agreement between the government and se cost pressures.

opposition with only the Democrats dissenting; and thatismy | refer to what | documented earlier in this house: the fact
favourite kind of legislation. __that in the last financial year DNA testing and sampling

_ The further amendment that has been made at the instiggpubled and, therefore, there is a huge backlog waiting for
tion of the oppositioniis, as I understand it, to require policefynding to reduce it. With the introduction of this bill, vast
when taking a DNA sample from a person suspected of @mounts of money are required, and on two occasions now,
serious offence (a serious offence for the purposes of the achpthy from the Attorney-General and from the Premier's
to inform the suspect of the crime of which he is suspectedyffice, it has been admitted that this bill has not yet been
So, itis an amendment in this case to enhance the liberties ghsted, nor has there been an appropriation of funds for what

the subject, and the government is prepared to agree to thatan extremely important piece of legislation for the people
amendment. We have checked with the South Australiags this state.

police and they have no objection to that amendment, and the The Labor government, in its election promises and

Police Association did not wish to comment. That is thehroughout this year, has continually stated that this bill is one
substantive amendment that is before us, and | urge thg the major law reforms in the justice system, yet we have
committee to support it, as both the Liberal Party and theyere g bill that at this point does not have any funding. 1 just
Labor Party have in another place. hope that, with the support of the opposition and the other
Ms CHAPMAN: | support the amendments and thank themembers in this institution of parliament who have supported
Attorney for his comments. The opposition has taken thehe Labor government in producing this bill, they will come
view that it is very important, in relation to the procedure toto the party—that they will solve the problem of appropri-
be undertaken for this new era of criminal detection andation and stand in this house and tell us that they have
identification, that we ensure that the rights of a suspecteféceived an appropriation that will enable this significant bill
person are appropriately protected. These amendments coygrbe implemented through the appropriate places and to
a procedure of appropriate notice to them of the suspecteslipport the coronial and justice provisions that this bill will
offence, the notice that if they do not comply with the provide.
direction a warrant may issue for their arrest, and other such The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Newland’s
directions that are important. This requires that they be giveBontribution was interesting but not, I think, relevant within
written notice, and the written notice must identify particularsstanding orders to what we are currently deliberating upon.
as to the forensic procedure that is to be carried out, thRlevertheless, | think it worthy of response. The Australian
directions in relation to the custody of the person while the_abor Party went to the general election with a program to
forensic procedure is being carried out, and any othemassively increase DNA testing in South Australia. At some
incidental matter. point leading up to the election campaign, the Liberal
This records in writing those directions which detail somegovernment switched its position 180 degrees and matched
accountability regarding the determination of the seniobur promise on DNA testing, namely, to DNA test the entire
police officer who has the decision-making role as to whetheprison population, among other things. | suppose that was
the procedure is undertaken. Importantly, it secures and helpgving to the departure of the previous Attorney-General, the
to protect those in the category of suspects, where it is agreegbn. K.T. Griffin.
by both the government and the opposition that a procedure Some months after we came to office, | became aware
be introduced. | suggest it goes so as far as to protect poliggrincipally through the newspaper) that police in South
officers, because causing this to be committed to writing and\ustralia wanted much more DNA testing than what had
for appropriate notice to be given means that they, too, haveeen promised by the government party and the opposition
a record of the procedure being undertaken, which helps tgarty. In the weeks that followed, | became aware of the
protect them against any false accusation of mishehaviour ipolice position and that of the Police Association, and |
relation to that process. On behalf of the opposition llistened carefully to what they had to say. | think it is
commend the amendments to the house. reasonable to say that | adopted their position totally, and that
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: As the member for Bragg has is what is reflected in the bill. So, there will be more DNA
rightly pointed out, the opposition is supporting the amendiesting than was expected at the time of the general election.
ments to this bill and supporting the bill in principle. The budget was some months ago: this debate developed
However, | am quite sure that the Attorney-General is stillmonths after the budget was done and dusted.
aware that we have considerable concerns as to funding, The Hon. D.C. Kotz: So, why isn't it funded?
which has not yet been appropriated for this piece of legisla- The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Newland
tion. It disturbs me even more that in questioning the Ministeinterjects, ‘Why isn'tit funded?’ | am assured by the Premier
for Administrative Services, who has the responsibility forand the Minister for Administrative Services that it will be
the Forensic Science Unit, he again admitted to this houseinded.

That the Legislative Council’s amendments be agreed to.
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The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: the department is arranging for the rooms to be moved during

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The budget was months the school holidays in time for the commencement of the
ago. The budget could not have taken into consideration $chool year.
development in the law that came months after the budget. |
have gone along with the police and the Police Association SCHOOLS, MEADOWS PRIMARY
in the drafting of this law. The member for Newland called
upon me to embrace those changes. | have done that, and new
the member for Newland rounds on me and says, ‘But you,
haven't funded it in the budget. It is quite simple: it is
because it came after the budget. | am assuring the house that
it will be funded, because it is an important commitment of
the government. The member for Newland is right to say thag

:;vwvoglcringi ;VrgloSitnz?::g:gaﬁfgbg?tg? gﬁl Af S%V*n?efwéfrequested by the honourable member. The statement ‘that the
' y P ?own bore water is contaminated and unfit to drink’ is

tslllfleAn é)nrosfi(l)eusth ppr\(l)JrSr;[;J?II)I/a ?nggtrgiy vaﬁrr]e t?]%t ?T:Z%?gzredf(;?t%accuraf[e. _The council’s environ_menta! health officer wrote
Newland: thy will be doﬁe' to the Prlr!0|pal on 19 July 2002 informing her of_ results of
’ D water testing undertaken at the school. The advice from the
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: Department of Human Services and Mount Barker District
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The opposition in the other Council is that the water supply to the school is from a town
place was offered a full briefing and encouraged to askore located adjacent to the school and ‘is not intended to be
questions of the Director of the Forensic Science Centrajsed for drinking as it is from an uncontrolled source’.
Dr Hilton Kobus. | believe that opposition members in  The advice from the Department of Human Services and
another place availed themselves of that opportunity, andthe District Council of Mount Barker to the Meadows
think they are satisfied with the answers. That is why this billPrimary School is that the water is suitable for hand washing
is here and we are agreeing on it. | thank the opposition foand consumption of low volumes should not present a health
their cooperation on the bill, and | ask the member forrisk. Drinking water for students is supplied from a rainwater

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and
ildren’s Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial
atement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. P.L. WHITE: On 27 November, during
uestion time, the member for Heysen asked me a question
bout Meadows Primary School. | now have the information

Newland not to be too hard on me. tank at the school. SA Water does not supply the school with
Motion carried. potable reticulated water, and there are no plans in the near
future to supply this. The District Council of Mount Barker
SCHOOLS, KOONIBBA ABORIGINAL is the supplier of the bore water and advises that it is

continuing to work on the quality of the water supply to the
The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and town. Many of the children attending the school would be
Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a ministerial @ccustomed to this situation of drinking only rainwater at
statement. ome as the problem exists throughout this area.
Leave granted The asset management _adviser for Meadows Primary
’ . School has provided information to the school about the need
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: On 27 November, during {5 establish an education program for children about not
question time, the member for Bragg asked me a questiofyinking the water from toilet handbasin taps. The Principal
about a replacement building at Koonibba Aboriginal Schooly,55 followed up the advice, contacting the Manager, Inter-

I now have the information requested by the honourablggency Health Care, for assistance to develop an education
member. The department offered the Koonibba Commun'%rogram.

the option of either a new dual classroom that would be

completed by April 2003 or the relocation of transportable ADJOURNMENT

rooms to the school that would be in place for the beginning

of the school year 2003. The Koonibba Aboriginal School At 10.38 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday
community has chosen the two transportable classrooms, abdDecember at 10.30 a.m.



