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The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

STATUTES AMENDMENT (ROAD SAFETY
REFORMS) BILL

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |

have to report that the managers for the two houses conferred
together and it was agreed that we should recommend to our
respective houses that the following resolutions which are 0

being circulated be agreed to:
Asto Amendment No. 1:

That the Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving
out the word "anniversary" and inserting in lieu thereof the words (iif)

"and third anniversaries".
and that the House of Assembly agree thereto
As to Amendment No. 3:

That the House of Assembly do not further insist on its dis-

agreement.
As to Amendment No. 4:

That the Legislative Council amend its amendment by leaving
out paragraph(@) and inserting in lieu thereof the following

paragraph:

(a) in the case of a licence issued to a person under the age

of 19 years—

0] if the person incurs one or more demerit points be-

fore he or she turns 19—

(A) until he or she turns 20; or

(B) until 2 years have elapsed,
whichever occurs later; or

(i) inany other case—

(A) until he or she turns 19; or

(B) until 2 years have elapsed,
whichever occurs later;

and that the House of Assembly agree thereto.
Asto Amendment No. 15:

That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-

ment.
Asto Amendment No. 17

That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-

ment.
As to Amendment No 27:

That the House of Assembly do not further insist on its dis-

agreement.
As to Amendment No. 33:

(2) The Minister must, within 6 sitting days after com-
pleting the report, cause copies to be laid before both Houses
of Parliament.

(3) This section expires on the third anniversary of its
commencement unless, before that anniversary, both Houses
of Parliament pass a resolution declaring that this section will
continue in operation after that anniversary.

and that the House of Assembly agree thereto.

il And that the following consequential amendment be made to the
ill:
Clause 15—Leave out subsection (2) of section 81C and insert
in lieu thereof:
(2) If a person expiates an offence to which this section ap-
plies, the Registrar must give the person written notice—
(a) that, commencing on a day specified in the notice, the
person is disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence
or learner’s permit for—
if the person has been convicted of a second of-
fence—3 months; or
(i)  if the person has been convicted of a third of-
fence—6 months; or
if the person has been convicted of a subsequent
offence—12 months; and
(b) that, if the person holds any licence or learner’s permit at
the commencement of the period of disqualification, the
licence or permit is cancelled; and
(c) if the person has been convicted of a third or subsequent
offence—that, despite the disqualification imposed under
this section, the person will, on application made to the

Registrar at any time after the half-way point in the period

of that disqualification, be entitled to be issued with a

licence or learner’s permit subject to the alcohol interlock

scheme conditions for the required period (in addition to
any conditions otherwise required).
Clause 23—Insert in subsection (4) after the words "purposes
of this section" the words "(other than subsection (5))"
Clause 23—Insert after subsection (5):

(6) In determining whether a category 1 offence is a first
offence for the purposes of subsection (5), any previous
offence against subsection (1) or section 47(1), 47E(3) or
471(14) for which the defendant has been convicted or that
the defendant has expiated will be taken into account, but
only if the previous offence was committed or alleged to have
been committed within the prescribed period immediately
preceding the date on which the offence under consideration
was allegedly committed.

~ (7) For the purposes of subsection (6), the prescribed period
is—

(a) in the case of a previous offence that is a category 1

offence—3 years;

(b) in any other case—?5 years.

and that the House of Assembly agree thereto.

BURIAL SITES

That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-

ment.
As to Amendment No. 35:

A petition signed by nine residents of South Australia,
requesting the house to support the introduction of legislation

That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-pl,ev(_:‘n,[ing the burial sites in South Australia from being

ment but make the following amendment in lieu thereof:
Page 17—After line 7 insert new clause as follows:
Insertion of section 110AAA

reused when leases are not renewed and providing protection
of such sites in perpetuity, was presented by the Hon. R.B.

32B. The following section is inserted after section 110 Such.

of the principal Act:
Annual report by Minister on speed management

110AAA. (1) The Minister must, on or before 30

September in each year, prepare a report on—

(a) the adequacy of laws governing speed-limits and the

need for any changes to those laws; and

(b) the criteria for determining the appropriateness of

Petition received

AMBULANCE COMMUNICATION CENTRE
In reply toMr VENNING (Estimates Committee A) (7 August
0T2r)1é Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Minister for Government

speed-limits applying on arterial and non-arterial Enterprises has provided the following information:

roads; and

(a) SA Ambulance Service (SAAS) developed the proposal for

(c) the effectiveness of court and expiation processes ifthe consolidation of the three regional communications centres
minimising the use of court resources for the en-(comcens). The objectives of the proposal were to:

forcement of speed-limits; and

(d) priorities and strategies for the enforcement of speed-

limits; and

(e) technologies for the detection of speeding offences;

and
(f) the use of road infrastructure to manage speed.

1. Improve the quality and efficiency of SAAS’ communi-
cations function, especially in regional areas.

2. Allow resources in regional areas to be reallocated for the
provision of ambulance delivery and volunteer support.

3. Address the OHS&W issues associated with single officer
operation of regional comcens.



3270 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 2 June 2003

The proposal was supported by the Minister and the announcement PRISONERS, WORK
of the relocation was made as part of the Government’s budget
statements. In reply toHon. R.B. SUCH(Estimates Committee A) (31 July

(b) S,?AHS cgnsidered thke impact upon the rebgi?nal corrpmunitiegpoz).
as part of their decision making process. SAAS believes the proposa . . o
will deliver a number of positive benefits to the local community. 1€ Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | advise the following:

Rural patients will benefit through the availability of ‘pre-arrival Sentenced prisoners are required to work unless medically unfit
first aid advice’ which is routinely provided by the Adelaide comcen.in which case verification is provided by the South Australian Prison
The nature of single operator country Comcens with the duaHealth Service. The majority of sentenced prisoners who work
responsibility of call receipt and dispatch often prevented suclaverage 25-30 productive hours per week. Pursuant to the Correc-
advice from being offered. Instruction to bystanders in how totional Services Act, 1982, remand prisoners are not required to work.
perform resuscitation, clear airway obstructions, control torrentiaAdelaide Remand Centre is able to provide very few jobs for prison-
haemorrhages, manage children with febrile convulsions and talkingrs because of the physical environment of the facility. Remandees
to those threatening suicide are typical examples where patieng other locations who are willing to work are encouraged to do so
benefit prior to the arrival of responding ambulance crews. Withwhen work is available for them.
longer average response times in regional areas (due to the distances; should be noted that in addition to work prisoners are required
to be travelled) the importance of this advice cannot be overstateg yndertake core programs where identified for specific needs such
given the improved patient outcomes in many metropolitan casesas Anger Management, Victim Awareness, Alcohol & Other Drugs,

The local MPs and local government representatives were briefefleasoning & Rehabilitation (Cognitive Skills), Literacy & Numeracy

by the Minister immediately following the announcement. and Domestic Violence. They aiso participate in education and other
(c) After the announcement of the decision SAAS management ograms

local government were also provided with opportunities to discus®réparation of food, cooking, clean up, transportation of food to units
their concerns. via bainmaries where units do not have stand-alone meal preparation

The Berri comcen closed on 9 December 2002. The switch over€as, retrieval and cleaning of bainmaries and at Cadell Training
to the Adelaide comcen has been without incident. All staff from the€ntre and Adelaide Pre-release Centre the sorting of supplies for
Riverland comcen have been redeployed within SAAS. The Moung€lf contained living areas. In some cases prisoners are undertaking
Gambier comcen is scheduled to close in the second quarter of Zoongcatlonal training modules for certification in the food preparation.
and the Port Pirie comcen by the end of 2003. SAAS continually | am advised that the following prisoners work in excess of 30
monitors the level of service provided across the State. hours per week:

Adelaide Remand Centre
No prisoner regularly works 35 hours per week.

Yatala Labour Prison

Kitchen 16 | 35 hours per week
Adelaide Pre-release Centre 16 | 30 hours per week
Estates/maintenance/garden/pallet manufacturing ang

repair

Metropolitan parks program 12 | 35 hours+per week

Work release/experience in the employer community 6-8 | 35 hours + per week depending on requirements. Those
prisoners on work release are required to pay a percentage of
their wage towards their ‘board’

Education 7-10 | 35 hours + per week. This is meaningful education through
university/ TAFE with a focus on preparation for release

Adelaide Women'’s Prison

Kitchen 6 30-35 hours over 7 days

Laundry 2 30-35 hours over 7 days

Textiles and packaging 13 | 35+ hours per week

Mobilong Prison

PRIME workshop 7 37.5 hours per 7 day week

Cadell Training Centre

Community service workers 4 Average 35 hours per 5 day week + additional work required
in the unit

Kitchen 10 | Atleast 35 hours over 7 days

Maintenance 12 | Atleast 35 hours over 7 days. 2-3 of these workers are on

‘stand-by’ 24 hours per day in case of sewage problems
(septic tank system—blockages/leaks, etc)

Grounds maintenance 1 At least 35 hours over 7 days (often up to 40 hours on a
voluntary basis)

Administration 1 Cleaner

Officers’ station/staff meals 1 At least 35 hours

Seasonal work (fruit picking) 20 | 40 hours per week

Dairy (PRIME) 8 40 hours per week

Port lincoln Prison
Seasonal harvest/seeding 2 40 hours per 7 days week
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Kitchen 7 In excess of 35 hours per week
Port Augusta Prison
Kitchen 11 | 42 hours per week rostered over 7 days (includes
bakery/butchery)
3 36 hours per week rostered over 7 days
MOWCAMP 13 | 36 hours per 6 day wé&etr 2 hours travelling time per day

(each camp goes for 3 weeks at a time)

Mount Gambier Prison
(managed by external contractor)

Kitchen 7 40 hours per 7 day week
Industries 38 | 30 hours per week
PRISONERS, COST Yatala Labour Prison has visits for sentenced prisoners on

weekends and public holidays.
In reply toHon. R.B. SUCH (Estimates Committee A) (31 July Some regimes have access to specified weekday visits. Remand
. prisoners have visits scheduled during the week and over weekends.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | advise the following: Special visits can be pre-arranged for visitors who are unable to
The daily average cost per prisoner in 2000-01 for all prisonerattend over the weekend.
was $168.67. This figure includes accrued expenses (depreciation Adelaide Pre-release Centre—7 days per week in a low security
and accrued employee entitlements) and is based on accounting rusvironment.
developed by the National Corrections Advisory Group for  Adelaide Women's Prison—weekends and public holidays.
benchmarking the performance of all correctional administrationswednesday afternoon children’s session for Under 12's. Special
The cost per prisoner for low security prisons was $159.48 per dayisits may be made during the week by prior arrangement.
For secure prisons the figure was $169.90 per prisoner per day. Cadell Training Centre—primarily over weekends and public
A typical daily regime varies depending on the security level ofholidays. Extended visits because of the travelling time involved for
the prison. However, as an example, long term medium prisonensiost visitors. Special Visits may be made during the week by prior

would face the following regime: arrangement.
Breakfast Port Augusta Prison—same as for Cadell Training Centre.
Cell and unit cleaning duties Mount Gambier Prison—Remand and sentenced prisoners access
Attend a range of activities eg work, education, therapeutiovisits on weekends, public holidays and Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
programs afternoons. Special Visits may be made outside of normal visit times
Lunch by prior arrangement.
Attend a range of activities eg work, education, therapeutic =~ Mobilong Prison—weekends and public holidays. Special Visits
programs, family visits may be made during the week by prior arrangement.
Evening Meal Finally, what percentage of prisoners would be suffering from
Recreation an identified psychiatric, psychological or related personality
Activities in cell (eg study, reading, TV, games, writing letters, disorder? Once again, | am looking for an approximation; | do not
art) want an absolute, precise answer.
Weekends are more focused on recreational activities and family | refer to information provided previously to the honourable
visits. member for Mawson in response to a question without notice that
Typical prison meals may include: was asked in the House of Assembly on 17 July 2002 and referred

Breakfast: Toast, cereals, condiments, tea, coffee, milk  to psychological services provided to prisoners.
Lunch: Salad/cold meat and salad rolls; soup; cold The latest information available to the Department for Correc-
meats/salads; meat pies/sausage rolls/pasties; Hamburgers; freigmal Services on the extent of the mental health, personality

seasonal fruit disorder and intellectual disability problem in the prison setting, as
Dinner: Rissoles; fish and chips; ham steak; tuna mormeasured on reception, is as follows:
nay/pasta; cold meat salad; chicken schnitzel; pasta dishes; a Psychosis 10.7% males
variety of hot chicken/pork/meat dishes (including chops/corned 15.2% females
silverside/grilled steak/stew/mixed grill and roasts) with  Affective Disorders  21.0% males
vegetables and/or hot chips; individual pizza. 33.9% females
Desserts include jelly and cream; steamed pudding with  Anxiety Disorders 33.9% males
custard; fresh seasonal fruit; cake; apple slice. 55.8% females
In accordance with the Revised Standard Guidelines for Cor- Personality Disorders 40.1% males
rections in Australia, ‘special dietary food is provided where it is 57.0% females
established such food is necessary for medical reasons, on account Intellectual Disability 1Q
of a prisoner’s religious beliefs, because the prisoner is a vegetarian <75 6.0%
or where the prisoner has other reasonable, special needs’. >75<90 4.0%
Prisoners in low security cottage accommodation at Cadell
Training Centre and Adelaide Pre-release Centre are provided with RADIOACTIVE WASTE

an allowance per cottage with which they are required to purchase
their weekly groceries. They are given a list of items from which to The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and

order through the store. They prepare that food themselves. Pr N Kl k . ial stat t
release prisoners are also permitted to use their own funds fgOnservation):| seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

purchase additional special items’ of food. This is aimed at better Leave granted.
preparing prisoners for release back into the community and the The Hon. J.D. HILL: Today I rise to inform the parlia-
realities of daily living. ment about the South Australian government’s plans to stop

Visiting arrangements vary at each location. In accordance wit e
the Correctional Services Act, 1982, remand prisoners are permitt e commonwealth from establishing a nuclear waste dump

3 visits per week and sentenced prisoners 1 visit per fortnight. Wit our state. The Rann government has worked for a long
the exception of Adelaide Pre-release Centre which has 7 daljme to make the commonwealth listen to the will of the
visiting access for all prisoners, special visits can be arranged outsigaajority of South Australian citizens. In opposition we

of normal visiting hours by prior arrangement with prison authoritiesintroduced the first bill to oppose the establishment of a
for reasons such as distances to travel ie from interstate or from the_. . . . . .
metropolitan area to a regional prison, or emergency reasons. ational dump for long-lived, intermediate and high level

Adelaide Remand Centre—visits scheduled over 7 days. Eacyaste. The bill evolved and finally became the current
unit has specifically allocated times during the week. Nuclear Waste Storage Facility (Prohibition) Act. This long-
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running campaign recently resulted in a major victory forbeen that these matters were best swept under the carpet after
South Australians. three years, but that era has long gone.

Last month the commonwealth announced that it would |4 1985, the parliament decided that the policy of 1952

not establish a dump for higher level waste within Southyas wrong in principle and the limitation was removed, again
Australia’s borders. However, this is not enough. Earlier thisyithout a single dissenting voice. But it was not removed
year the parliament passed amendments to the Nuclear Wagrospectively, meaning that any offences committed more
Storage Facility (Prohibition) Act. Under current Souththan three years before 1985 were still protected from
Australian law, the establishment of a low level waste dumpyrgsecution. The government's proposed changes will make
is prohibited. In debate in the other place we pledged to |00%ossible the prosecution of any sex offender who was

atways to strengthen our act. This act will expire on 19 Julyyreviously protected owing to the weakness in the law.
2003 unless amendments are made to it. We have taken legal o .
South Australia is acting to try to deter and prevent sex

advice and formulated amendments to the Nuclear Waste . . = . .
Storage Facility (Prohibition) Act to give it significant offences with the introduction of a paedophile register that

additional strength. These amendments will make it morgvill also contribute to a national list of names. In addition, a

difficult for the commonwealth to establish and operate 4€IeW of parole laws about paedophiles is currently being

dump here should they challenge the validity of our Iegisla—.undertaken by the head of the Premier's department. | can

tion inform the house that the government will also commit an

In addition. we have developed a plan which considerabl additional $42.6 million into child protection after the Layton
’ : P P ¥eview, which was commissioned by the government within
strengthens our capacity to stop the commonwealth fro

A . X eeks of coming to office. Of this $42.6 million, $12 million
establishing a low level dump in South Australia. Today \will be put int(gJ early intervention programs to support
will give notice that tomorrow | will introduce the Public families at risk: $8.3 million will be for increased carer
Park Bill. With this bill, the government will create parks at subsidies: and ’$8 3 million will go towards more diverse
the sites commonly known as 40a and 45a—the COmmorgupport services, including alternatives to foster care. This

wealth's chosen places for a nuclear dump in our state. Th&overnment is also injecting $6 million into South Australia’s

;?éng;%mgg&z;?ﬁ?g ﬁgqﬂ;fét'%mg(golrgsglggﬁls r\llert“ito;’;’first sex offender treatment program in prison and another
q P y 8 million to employ 29 new school councillors.

already declared as a public park. If the parliament passes tfie . . ) )
Public Park Bill, it can prevent the commonwealth from  The government is playing a pivotal role in the push for
acquiring either of its proposed sites. a nationally consistent approach to child protection matters.
This matter is about protecting South Australia from being! "€ Minister for Social Justice (Hon. Stephanie Key) has
the nuclear waste dump state. It is also a matter of state§iaced the topic on the agenda of next month's Community
rights. | have been advised that never before has the commo@d Disability Services Ministerial Council meeting. Our
wealth acquired land against the wishes of a state. Thelate will continue the urgent reforms needed in the key area
commonwealth must listen to the overwhelming majority of0f child protection. We are committing money to maximise
South Australians and respect our state legislation. Thi!e protection of children in the here and now. Many
government urges all members of parliament to put IDt.jlrt)allegatlons (_)f child abuse were not acted on |n_the _elght years
politics aside and consider the welfare of our state. Thesgnder the Liberal Government. Those opposite did nothing
bills must be dealt with expeditiously to provide security for 10 rémove the immunity and allow the prosecution of sex

future generations of South Australians. offences before 1 December 1982. Indeed, their last Attorney-
General, the Hon. Robert Lawson—
SEXUAL OFFENCES Membersinterjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek € raer , _
leave to make a ministerial statement. The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Why doesn’t he want it, you

Leave granted. grub?
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: I rise to inform the house The SPEAKER: Order!

that this morning’s state cabinet and the parliamentary Labor The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Indeed, its last Attorney-
Party approved plans for a bill that will remove the immunity General, the Hon. Robert Lawson, was opposed to lifting the

from prosecution for sex offences. immunity. Finally, on behalf of the government, | welcome
Mr Brindal: You had a caucus meeting, did you? the Police Commissioner’s announcement of a paedophile
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has leave, and he task force that has begun investigations today. The task force

may continue. is initially examining 65 complaints linked to 17 alleged

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: State cabinet and Labor Offenders within the Adelaide Archdiocese of the Anglican

caucus approved plans for a bill that will remove immunity Church, but am sure other matters will be brought forward.
from prosecution for sex offences that occurred beford>olice inquires will not be limited to the Anglican Church.
1 December 1982, and the bill will be moved tomorrow  The government is concerned with the increasing number
(Tuesday) in the other place by the Hon. Andrew Evans. Thisf child sex abuse matters being raised and wants to do all it
endorses the recommendation last week of a parliamentagan to give victims the confidence to come forward, be heard
select committee that was instigated by the Hon. Andrevand seek results. | encourage victims, no matter how long ago
Evans of the Family First Party. they were victimised, to pursue justice by contacting the

The change will right a wrong done in 1952 when a threepolice. | also urge victims of sex abuse to contact the victim
year statutory limitation preventing prosecution of sexuakupport service, which will direct them to counselling and
offences was introduced under the Playford governmergupport that may go some way towards repairing the damage
without a dissenting voice. The view of the day may havehat this abhorrent behaviour has wreaked on their lives.



Monday 2 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 3273

concerns about the project involve the distance between the

QUESTION TIME manufacturing site and the site of the mineralisation; issues
around the securing of power—and we know the problems
SAMAG MAGNESIUM PROJECT with power, and the opposition knows the problems with

The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): power, so we do not need to go down that path—and, equally,

) . ) = -~ /- some environmental issues.
Will the Premier reject a call for a review into the viability

. He also said to me at the time that he wanted an independ-
Of. SAMAG and give an assurance that the state governmellhy overview. Leadenhall has already conducted an inde-
will continue to support the project?

e pendent overview, and, based on the very constructive and
anJhSeg?Qﬁg'fjxgngﬁgn(x:nltit:;Lo;rllgdres;gé?%:ehis positive_ criticism fro_m_ Robert Qhampion de Cr_espigny, | now
question. Since | am responsible for managing the project Oneed s_|mply {o revisit the bus!ness case. Thm_gs are always
behalf o.f the state government, it is appropriate that anging: the exchange rate is always changing; the global

%" market in magnesium is always changing, and it is appropri-
respond. | need to say from the outset that today’s article i, 9 y ging bprop

theFi ial Review | . tati fthe fact e that, as things change, we revisit the business case. That
ernancial RVIEWIS a gross misrepresentation ot the 1actSiq \ypat | will do, but I have asked the federal government to

and does no courtesy to Robert Champion de Crespigny. A it jn partnership with us. We are hoping that both the state
no time has Robert called for an abandonment of the projec; nd federal governments support this project. In a very

and neither W.de any of us wish to call for that. The Leadery, ,jegt way (I have recently tried for a bit extra, but | have
of the Opposition knovv_s where the projectis up to. .not been successful, so we will go back to the original
_I'have taken a bipartisan approach from the outset on thigg mjjlion) both the state and federal governments want to
Itis important for all South Australians that we work closely get behind this project.
with the federal government to achieve the long-term vision;
which is the establishment of a magnesium processing plaﬂg
in Port Pirie. | have involved the leader on a number o
occasions, along with the federal member for Grey, Barr
Wakelin. Obviously lan Macfarlane’s office is also involved

We will not be irresponsible with public money. We need
continue to review any credit risk, and we will do that. So,
this morning, | met with the head of my department, and we
Yare drafting (and, hopefully it will be finalised tomorrow)

. ' some terms of reference for an update on the business case.
and | have spoken to lan on a number of occasions. That is a responsible course to take and will not reflect on the

I rgtu_rn to the totally inaccu‘rate misleading article’ in project in any way. It is important that we do not send any
today'sFinancial Review headed ‘Threat to SAMAG plan’.  pegative sentiment to the market place in relation to the

As one would expect, had Robert Champion de Crespign roject, and, in asking his question, the Leader of the

any reservations about this project, he would bring them teyyhosition acknowledged that. When dealing with your
my _attentlon—_that is the nature of the man. He is not dnoney and mine, we want to send a positive signai but,
spoiler and will not come here after the event and sayeqaliy, it is appropriate, from time to time, that we revisit
| could have told you—this went wrong and that went wrongie hysiness case. We will do that in the next two weeks, and

or something else went wrong. | met with him recently onyye are happy to make that information available as well.
another matter and, as part of the conversation | said, ‘Are

you interested in an update on SAMAG?’, because | have BIRKENHEAD CONTAMINATED SITES

been continually getting updates from Gordon Goult on

behalf of the project. He indicated at that time that he had a Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): My question is
couple of reservations, as you would well expect. This is alirected to the Minister for Housing. What steps have been
man who has been very much part of the Queenslanghken to relocate residents following soil contamination
project—the Australian Magnesium Corporation project—adjacent to a number of South Australian Housing Trust
which has lost over $200 million. properties at Birkenhead?

It is a different project, and it is based on very different  The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Housing): | thank the
technology but, notwithstanding that, if someone has beemember for West Torrens for his question; we all know that
part of a project that has lost over $200 million and he did nohe is a great campaigner for the environment and one of our
come to me and say, ‘This is in the same field; would yousery own greenies. Last Friday, | was briefed by the General
mind having another look it?’, the man would be a goose—Manager of the Housing Trust in relation to some concerning
and Robert Champion de Crespigny is no goose. He saigest results they had received regarding soil contamination on
‘I've got a couple of reservations: would you like to come a number of South Australian Housing Trust premises. The
back and have a look at it?’ Further, he said today that we cafallowing day, the Housing Trust and the public health
make his letter to me public, because it is important thabfficials talked at length with tenants of 16 households in
everyone else sees what he said to me in that correspondeng@rkenhead about soil contamination on or near their
and then they can put this nonsense about abandoning theoperties. The 16 homes are on a site bounded by Monte
project to one side. If they are abandoning the project, do yoplace, Mead Street and the railway line which was formerly
think there would be $25 million in this year's budget for the a gas storage site. A private developer built the homes in

project? 1982 before they were sold to the Housing Trust.
An honourable member: $25 million. Following reports by tenants of a diesel-type odour, the
Members interjecting: Trust undertook a series of soil tests that were conveyed to
The SPEAKER: Order! Enough mushrooms have beenthe Environmental Health Service for advice. It was found
picked. that the soil on the site contained a tarry-like industrial waste

The Hon. R.J. McCEWEN: Mr Speaker, you have just material that contains a range of compounds, including toxic
observed that | am one of the few cabinet ministers who casubstances.
wake up the Treasurer at short notice. In discussions with me, The Environmental Health Service advises that the toxic
Robert Champion de Crespigny said that a couple of hisubstances of particular concern are cyanide compounds and
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polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHSs), including government had a long record of announcing the redevelop-
benzo(a)pyrene, which is classified as a probable cancement of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital—a long record of
causing agent in humans. PAHs are found in bitumenannouncements but a long record of doing nothing.
incineration waste, coals and car exhaust. Cyanide com- As part of its plan to privatise the Queen Elizabeth
pounds are found in a range of materials, man-made andospital, the former Liberal government announced on 19
natural, and in some forms as hydrogen cyanide and at®ganuary 1996 that the total campus would be rebuilt at a cost
extremely toxic. of $130 million. On 28 October 1999, nearly four years later,
Air monitoring results received on Thursday night did notafter nothing had been built, the member for Finniss told the
indicate the presence of hydrogen cyanide. Nevertheless, theuse that the redevelopment would finally go ahead, with
levels of contamination that have been found are concerning. plan to replace 200 old beds with 200 new beds. More
Fortunately, most of the contaminated material is below thémportantly, the former minister failed to fund stages 2 and
surface, so exposure to residents has been limited. Howevé, now estimated to cost $60 million, and that is the commit-
some of the material has appeared on the surface, amdent that is now being delivered by this government. The
residents have been advised to avoid contact with soil.  government is getting on with the job of delivering its
The Department of Human Services’ environmental healtipromise to the people of the western suburbs.
service has recommended that the households be relocated as
a precautionary measure to allow a thorough clean-up and HEALTH BUDGET
assessment of properties to be made safely. The wellbeing of
tenants is our government's top priority. Health checks are The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
being offered to the residents. The Housing Trust will contacPPPosition): Will the Minister for Health tell the house why
former tenants, contractors and staff, who will also be toldhe government has broken a key election promise of not
that health checks are available to them. Tenants have beg#fking health a priority, when it has reduced the percentage
offered immediate alternative accommodation and will beSPent on the health portfolio in the government’s first two
relocated as soon as possible in the coming weeks. TH#!dgets? In the budget papers released on Thursday, the
Housing Trust will cover the costs associated with thePercentage spenton health has remained for the second year
relocation of the tenants. The trust will continue to work withlower at 24.1 per cent of the total budget spend compared
the Environmental Protection Authority and health officialsWith the last Liberal budget of 24.7 per cent, whichiis higher.
from the Department of Human Services to assess the site and The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | am

to establish what needs to be done to make it safe. very happy to talk about the government’s commitment to
health services and health funding. | would also like to talk
MURRAY RIVER about the record of the previous minister over the last eight

years, when we saw the downgrading of health services, and
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Will the Minister for the River  instances such as the one that | have just been talking about.
Murray outline to the house why no extra money, other tharvear after year, we saw announcements of capital works
the Rann water tax, has been allocated from the budget for therojects that never occurred. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital
River Murray, in spite of previous promises? was only half funded, the Lyell McEwin Health Service was
The SPEAKER: Order! The question is out of order.  only half funded, and the Margaret Tobin Centre, which was
announced for three years, was finally left to us to fund. This
HOSPITALS, QUEEN ELIZABETH government’s commitment to health is undeniable. The
previous government’s commitment was simply announce-
Mr CAICA (Colton): Will the Minister for Health update ment after announcement with no follow through in funding.
the house on the reconstruction plans for the Queen Elizabeth

Hospital and say whether all services will be maintained at EDUCATION BUDGET
the hospital during the work? i o _
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Education

the member for Colton for this question, because th&nd Children’s Services tell the house why the government
reconstruction of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is a majohas broken a key election promise of making education and
election commitment of this government. Members may b AFE a priority when it reduced the percentage spent on the
aware that, after delaying the project for four years angducation portfolio in the government's first two budggts’?
failing to fund stages 2 and 3 of the reconstruction of thelhe budget papers last Thursday revealed that spending on
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, yesterday the shadow ministeégducation and TAFE has dropped from 20 per cent and
made an extraordinary claim that the project is being delayed?.3 per cent of the total state budget compared with the last
This is the same former minister who, in November 1999Liberal budget of 25.2 per cent.
was accused by the former premier of underspending his The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and
capital program by $76 million. Children’s Services):| thank the honourable member for her
This government has set aside $60 million to fund thequestion because it gives me an opportunity to correct some
construction of new diagnostic treatment and ambulatorf the misinformation that she has been making public. The
facilities at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. This will fund newmember for Bragg issued a press release today entitled—
construction and, finally, the demolition of old buildings over ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: I rise on a point of order. The
the next five years. During this period, services will bequestion is very specific—
maintained at the hospital. This brings the total cost of this  The Hon. P.L. White: | haven't begun to answer it yet,
important project to $97 million. This is the true forecast costDean.
and the house should note that, in spite of the former The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Will you sit down? Thank
minister’'s announcements to the contrary, only $37 millionyou.
was ever allocated by him for this project. The previous Membersinterjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! schools, additional primary counsellors in schools, another
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It was a specific question $2 million per year, plus a whole range of initiatives, and has
about the proportion of the state budget that is being spent dhe gall to try to convince the public of South Australia that
education, and we want an answer to that question. Labor is not better on education. Any fool can see that it is.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Educationhas ~ Membersinterjecting:
the call. | am paying close attention to the detail that she The SPEAKER: Order! In consequence of the questions
provides to the house. raised as to the relevance of such an approach in answering
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | appreciate the deputy leader’s questions without notice, raised as points of order, | am again
defence of the member for Bragg, but | am sure that she cagpmpelled to observe that the minister's answer was more in
stand up for herself. The honourable member issued a pre#e nature of a debate than an answer, and the house’s goals
release this morning entitled, ‘Labor scores big fat F inwould be better served if standing orders allowed for
education exam’. The press release shows that she has tigtestions and answers to be shorter and the debate of the

facts wrong. For a start, it states: matter in the form of grievances following it to be much
The government underspent the 2002-03 education budget gonger, with each member having less time, in each case, to
$7 million. ake their points. To my mind, the standing orders at present

I refer the honourable member to budget paper 4, volume :
: e should function and how debate of matters of moment
which shows how much was budgeted, how much was spe the day can be best undertaken. | can only hope that

and hQW much will be budgeted for the next flnanleal Year . mbers will address that in the near future.
and this gets to the crux of the honourable member’s question
today. Despite her statements publicly that the budget was

cut, these are the figures: the budget for 2002-03, on page COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE

8.20, clearly states that total expenses were $1.594 billion. \1- o’'BRIEN (Napier): My question is directed to the

The estimated result is $1.606 billion, an increase Ofyinister for Emergency Services. What are the details of the
$12 m|||_|o_n, not a decrease, as she has been saying publichgent sponsorship deal that the CFS has attracted?
of $7 million. Further, the budg_et fqr 2003'04__ The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Emergency
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Sir, I rise on a point of order. - sepyices):| am pleased to tell the house that an energy
| come back to the point of order that | raised earlier, and thaéompany, Origin Energy, has provided equipment to the
is relevance. The minister is in breach of the standing ordergg|ye of $30 000 to the Country Fire Service. The stated
because she is not answering the very specific question whi¢Basons were that Origin had seen the devastation of bushfires
was asked, which was about the proportion of the budggh other states (not so much here) and was keen to do
which went to education and which has been reduced.  something in the community—to touch the community rather
Members interjecting: than simply, perhaps, sponsoring a sporting team. As a result
The SPEAKER: Order! The leader of the house and of that, here in South Australia (and | understand that Origin
Minister for Infrastructure and the Deputy Premier may wellhas done this in a number of states), Origin Energy, after
have strong opinions about these matters, but neither thaking advice from the Country Fire Service, has provided
Minister for Education nor the chair need their assistanc%|oba| positioning units, printers and a real-time mapping
they can stand up for themselves. The Deputy Leader of thgystem.
Opposition raises the point of order as to whether the figures  First, some equipment which is designed to be used in
being provided by the Minister for Education are, indeedajrcraft can map the progress of a fire. This is a very import-
relevant to the inquiry made by the member for Bragg as tnt piece of technology not only in terms of being able to tell
whether there has been an increase or a decrease in i firefighters on the ground the location of the fire but also
amount of funds as a proportion of the total budget beingeing able to build up a database of predicting the behaviour
allocated to education. Itis not in my province to determineof fire. That is one of the great steps forward because, while
whether or not those figures are accurate but, whilst thge do know that fire and its behaviour has not really changed
allegation in the question was made in percentage reductiafiuch, the technology to be able to deal with it certainly has.
terms, the answer is being provided in arithmetic quantitativerhe very large printers can print out very large maps, and
terms. That is not out of order. Honourable members cathere are something like 14 hand-held GPS units, which will
make what they will of the information being provided by the pe issued to firefighters on the ground.
minister. It has been a very worthwhile gesture from Origin Energy,
The Hon. P.L. WHITE: Sir, | do not know how one andthe CFSis very pleased to have received this equipment.
answers questions about expenditure on education withoybelieve that in this house | will continue to give a whack to
referring to the expenditure on education. As | was sayingthe energy industry when it is doing the wrong thing, but |
thatwas an increase, an over-expenditure, of $12 million, nahink it is important that we also recognise when it does the
the decrease of $7 million that the honourable membefight thing. | hope that this sort of behaviour gives a lead to
claimed in her press release. Further, the budget for 2003-O4ther energy companies in this state to participate usefully in
as clearly outlined in the budget paper at page 8.20, is thaghe community.
in 2003-04, the government will expend $1 658 225, clearly,
an increase in expenditure over last year’s budget of POLICE BUDGET
$64 million. So, the honourable member can get out there and
claim all she likes—and | remind the house that, when this Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Treasurer tell
Liberal Opposition was in government, it did not increasethe house why the government has broken another election
education by one single cent in its last year of governmenpromise and not given budget priority to police? In the budget
yet it comes in here, after this government has put tens gfapers tabled last week there are plans for new privately built
millions of dollars into education, 160 extra teachers inpolice stations, but within those papers there are no guaran-

go not reflect the desire of most members as to how question
f
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tees to build the extra police stations under public/private POLICE NUMBERS
partnership if it is not value. The budget papers also show
that, again, not one extra police officer will be recruited by ~Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is directed

this government in this budget. to the Minister for Police. Will he explain to the parliament
The SPEAKER: Th|s ques“on |S out of Order_ The deputy Why h|S gOVernment IS not I’eCFUItII’lg even one extra p0|lce
leader. officer?

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Minister for Police): 1am glad

that my first question on the budget is as the Minister for
Police. It is 30 minutes into question time, but never mind.
The point of the exercise is that the police force of this state
is not just about police numbers; it is not just about the
e(1umber of officers we have in the force.

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, it does. And that is from
e deputy leader who, when his party was in government and

HOSPITALS, STAFFING

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition): Will the Minister for Health explain why she
keeps claiming that additional nurses and doctors will b
employed this year in our hospitals when the budget papers
show no increase in hospital staff numbers next year com;
pared to this year, thus breaking a promise? Budget pape’:ﬁ . . ;
volume 2, page 7.11 indicates hospital numbers for next yedlc Was premier of this state, from memory, slashed police

gpmbers. | am sure that if | am wrong he will get up and tell

at 22 800, which is exactly the same as the outcome this pa . But the then government slashed police numbers quite
year. The minister has made repeated claims—includin ighificantly 9 P q

2%%?0%3 morning—that more doctors and nurses will b We have backed up our commitment to police with a real
) . increase in expenditure in this budget. This is what this
The SPEAKER: | have some diffidence about the goyernment is doing for police. We are building three new
question. The explanation almost debates the issue relatinggjice stations as well as the Mount Barker police station.
as itin the process does, to the facts contained in the budgefat is four new police stations—at Mount Barker, Gawler,
papers. However, the substance of the question is not abopibyt Lincoln and Victor Harbor. In this budget we have
the budget per se, so | will allow it. allocated many millions of dollars for the recurrent payments
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Thank for those police stations under a public-private partnership.
you, Mr Speaker. | am very happy to talk about the money Membersinterjecting:
that Labor has put aside in this current budget in relation to The SPEAKER: The honourable leader of the house will
the— come to order. The Minister for Police can stand up for

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: himself. ' .
The Hon. L. STEVENS: If the deputy leader would The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. We are ensuring

remain silent, | will be able to answer the question. | was ver Che;t doiIir(I)CI‘?SrSlf:g.to yvrepgrlgzg?éctivgil\llév?gzg Slotmﬁlg ];rt:;? tl)rﬁnsst e
pleased to be with the Premier about 10 days or 50 ago whe icers who serve in Gawler will welcome that. And does the

we had the pleasure of opening the new emergency depaﬂ- . : o
ment at the Royal Adelaide Hospital. As part of the openin%member for Flinders welcome a new police station in Port

. - . .
of that fantastic new facility, the Premier announced that th ,ngglr? i.nDGanv?/It:r% nsgrgsb ?r: éoc; eL '%?t \I,\ggg?]v?/ :ll Cr;er\r/]v epghrf eew
government will put aside $26.8 million in new funds to ' puty

boost nursing numbers in our hospitals. And don't we knov\police station in Victor Harbor? | should have thought that far
just how much we need these extra nu.rses! Don't we kno from criticising this government they would be thanking us

whose fault it was that we were in such a bad situation Wheﬂ?;ti]r?f\:g]sq[rtuﬁucrgufgg:drﬂngllizg }grecénoney and investing in
we came to government! Don’t we know who it was who P :

failed to see the train coming down the tunnel, which was the Mr B.ROKEN.S"_”RE: Ona F’P'nt of order, sir, | refer to.
our ruling on ministers answering questions. The question

huge crisis in nursing that has enveloped this state, othef . o . .
states of Australia and, indeed, overseas countries! And w ajc') VV\\'/% ?;ZI?S?S/ not recruiting any extra police—nothing
was it who actually sat on a report for over a year and did no The SPEAKER: That is an interesting debating point.

; : 5
get his act together and get a strategy in place? The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: And | am answering it, sir.

The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting: Policing is not just about numbers but about giving police the
The Hon. L. STEVENS: ‘Was that Dean?’, my colleague working conditions, the infrastructure and technology. We are
the Minister for the Environment asks. Yes, it certainly wasinvesting millions of dollars into DNA testing. We are
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who sat on his handsvesting—
when a crisis of enormous proportions was heading towards The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer has obviously
us. And, of course, when we came to government we werBnished on numbers. Other information was not sought.
faced with that dreadful shortage of 400 full-time equivalent  Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, if it is not cogent for
nurses last year, and we were faced with taking beds off linhembers of the opposition to ask questions on the budget that
in order to keep our hospitals safe. That was the legacy of thgnticipate debate on the budget, is it in order that ministers
former minister. But | am pleased to say that when then their reply refer to the budget?
Premier and | opened the new emergency department at the The SPEAKER: No.
Royal Adelaide Hospital we announced $26.8 million to
employ 85 new nurses, and we will continue our efforts. We Mr BROKENSHIRE: Will the Attorney-General advise
will also spend more money this year, again, to carry orhow crime prevention in South Australia will be improved
further our nurse recruitment and retention strategy, and wehen funding to crime prevention is being cut by 24.7 per
will put everything we possibly can into getting more nursescent? | am advised that crime prevention has been cut by
and keeping those nurses in the system. 24.7 per centdown to $1.77 million from $2.3 million in the
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current year. Papers that | had when last in government If honourable members want to know where to go, the
showed that the expenditure was $3.2 million. Last year, irstanding orders (which they accept and not the chair) ensure
a media statement issued on 11 July by both the Premier artidat debate on a matter on which notice has been given (such
the Minister for Regional Affairs, it was claimed that one of as the budget papers and the River Murray Bill) is not to be
the regional highlights was an additional $500 000 to suppotthe subject of a question in question time. | have allowed the
crime prevention committees. A statement was later issueguestion, and the minister may complete the answer. | urge
clarifying that this was not the case. However, the correctiomll honourable members to try to avoid the practice of getting
did not— around the standing orders. The minister.

Members interjecting: The Hon. P.L. WHITE: | have received many requests

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is now straying into during the last 12 months or so for funding for school halls,
debate, making a case for one viewpoint. That is not a@nd those requests are assessed on their merits, as they are put
explanation of a question. forward. The decision in relation to the activity hall at

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): Keithcot Farm Primary School was based on the school’s real
| suppose it is not out of order for the member for Mawsonn€ed for this facility, and is borne out of the government's
to ask questions about the previous budget. Those questioR@Mmitment to physical education and healthy lifestyle

have been asked before and answered. programs.
Despite the enthusiasm and commitment to this ethos from
SCHOOLS, KEITHCOT FARM PRIMARY the wider school community, the delivery had previously

been compromised by a lack of a suitable gymnasium and,

Ms RANKINE (Wright): Will the Minister for Education due to winter weather, interruptions for two terms a year.
and Children’s Services advise what assistance has bedhis hall will go a long way to ensuring that the physical

given to Keithcot Farm Primary School in its efforts to secureeducation and healthy lifestyle programs for students at

a new gymnasium? Keithcott Farm Primary School will prosper.
The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and
Children’s Services):| thank the honourable member for her EMERGENCY SERVICES

guestion. She is a particularly active member in terms of ] o
lobbying for schools in her area. It was at the request of the Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for
member for Wright that | recently visited Keithcot Farm Emergency Services extend the amount of time allowed for
Primary School, where they were keen to tell me about theipubmissions to the emergency services review? | have
need for a new gymnasium. | am pleased to inform the hous@ceived representation from several emergency services
that | have approved a project to build an activity hall at thaimembers expressing concern about the short time frame in
school. That hall will be used as a multipurpose— which to respond to this review. In their representations,
Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, sir, this information €Mergency services vqunteer§ have salq that the initial
is contained in the budget papers under capital works. Dod€duest for submissions was during harvest time, and they are

it therefore not anticipate the budget debate that will follow'OW being requested to make submissions during the seeding
this question time? period. In their representations, they also expressed concerns

The SPEAKER: Honourable members would do agreatabout the recommendations of the review, and they have
deal of service to themselves as individuals as well as to thfsequeSted an extension of t'mej )
house as a whole if they would simply acknowledge that the 1€ Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Emergency
standing orders intend that debate on measures that have bex{vices): | have no doubt that the explanation of the
introduced, that is, of which notice is given, ought not toduestion is factual, but | am a little confused as to why all
become the subject of questions in question time and, inste38€Se people are asking the shadow minister for an extension
of trying to get around the standing orders, simply get on witHrather than asking me. That simply has not been the feedback.
life as normal. Infact—

The chair did not write the standing orders, but it is the ~Membersinterjecting:
chair’s responsibility to do the will of the house, as defined The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, it is said to be a waste
in the standing orders. To move on further from that, in thisof time. | have to say that there are some very cheeky
case, the question about whether the minister is of a mind t@Pposition members. As the member for MacKillop knows,
respond to a question involving the inclusion in the budget Will see any opposition member on any matter, if they want
papers of a request from a primary school for an activitie4o come and talk to me. There are lots of people over there
facility is not something of which the chair can be aware. Orthat know that. The simple truth is that no-one has made that
those grounds, | do not see the question as being out of ordégquest.
It may well be something which is a consequence of the The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
budget paper: of course, if it involves public expenditure, it  The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The member for Bright should
must be. not talk about things sitting on people’s desks. He once wrote

However, it does not pre-empt debate of the budget in thene a letter because he did not get a response in a week. | sent
sense that it seeks information about what the minister isne back to him in which he apologised to the former premier
doing, or proposes to do, within the purview of the act estabfor not answering in six months! We have many of those
lishing her department. To that extent, | do not think that theexamples, so he had better not talk about what is on people’s
question asked by the member for Wright would be out ofdesks. | have been very tolerant with him so far. No-one has
order, in any case. What is expressly out of order is whethaequested a longer time to make submissions. Were such a
specific figures and/or other data known to be contained irequest made, | would consider it. However, this is the same
the budget papers are quoted and become the subject gbposition spokesperson who asked me several times why the
inquiry in question time. That clearly does pre-empt debatereport was not yet finished.
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We had a very long time of review, and we took into directed at securing the long-term water needs for the Eyre
account the views of a large number of people; in fact, thé>eninsula.
bulk of the report was based on a joint submission made by
the Country Fire Service and the Metropolitan Fire Service. MINERAL ROYALTIES
It is the first time such a thing has been achieved, and | can )
say that it has been very well received by both the Country The Hon. WA. MATTHEW (Bright): How does the
Fire Service and the Metropolitan Fire Service. The membePremier justify his government’s increasing the percentage
for Mawson’s real problem is that this report has been venpf royalties it intends to take from mining companies while
well received. | am very disappointed for him, but | am veryat the same time cutting the TEiSA funding that was previ-

pleased for emergency services in South Australia. ously allocated to encourage mining in South Australia when
the mining industry is at a vulnerable stage in its develop-
EISHING INDUSTRY ment? The government has announced its intention to

increase royalties paid by mining companies from 2.5 per
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My ~ centto 3.5 per cent and, at the same time, has announced a
guestion is to the Minister for Transport. Did the ministercut of 40 per cent of the funding allocated for the TEiSA
consult with industry and prepare a regional impact statemerogram. The South Australian Chamber of Mines and
before implementing another broken election promise of &nergy has said in response:
new tax on the fishing industry? The resources industry is at the cusp of realising significant
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): As economic benefits for South Australia Increasing royalties will
the leader knows, there is some inequity as to what currentl&”ake it harder for a number of fledgling projects to come to fruition.
exists with commercial and with recreational fishers. Thatis The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): The proposed
why the government has made a decision in this area; and tfiecrease in the mineral royalty rate will maintain the 3.5 per

answer to his question is no. cent ad valorem mineral royalty rate at Olympic Dam
following reversion to the standard rate after 31 December
WATER SUPPLY, EYRE PENINSULA 2005, under the terms of the Roxby Downs indenture. | am

advised that that indenture, which expires on 31 December
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for 2005, sees the schedule of royalty rates that had been 3.5 per
Environment and Conservation advise the house what actiarent drop to 2.5 per cent, unless—
the government intends to take to address the significant The Hon. W.A. Matthew: What about the rest?
water problems on the Eyre Peninsula, particularly in light of The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | am advised that it means that
the fact that the people on Eyre Peninsula are paying a lewvestern Mining would have to pay whatever the prevailing
for the Catchment Water Management Board and are novoyalty rate is for the state. In the absence of this measure,
expected to pay another levy for water to which they have n@vestern Mining’s royalties would be some $9.5 million less
access? per annum than had been received for many years, in which
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Adminis- WMC—
trative Services):| answer this question as the minister with  The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:
responsibility for SA Water. The honourable member should The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: When the opposition makes its
be aware (and these matters have been communicated to heddget reply speech, it has to tell us how it would frame a
that there is a long-term strategy to deal with the water needsudget. If it does not have $9.5 million from royalties, it will
of Eyre Peninsula. Indeed, the current demands from the Eyreeed to explain to this house how it would make up the
Peninsula’s potable water supply are unsustainable, as totdifference. We all know that they will run big budget deficits.
demand from the system is exceeding SA Water's licensedam advised that, as a percentage of mineral production
extractions from Uley South, Lincoln and Uley-Wanilla value, royalties fall in the range of between 3 and 3.5 per cent
basins. SA Water initiated a master plan study to determintor Western Australia, New South Wales, Victoria and now
the optimum unsustainable solution, and the Department &outh Australia. Mineral royalty rates are higher in Queens-
Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation and the Eyrdand. So, when it comes to the national average, we are
Peninsula Catchment Water Management Board wereomfortable in that range. The bulk of South Australia’s
represented on the technical steering committee. mineral royalties comes from Olympic Dam. Many com-
Members should also be aware (and | know that thganies, such as OneSteel and the Leigh Creek coal mining
honourable member has had this communicated to her) thaiperations, are already—
on 23 September last year, cabinet approved a preferred Members interjecting:
solution to the water supply problems on Eyre Peninsula, The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | am not sure whether you are
based on the findings of that master plan. It was a three-pairiterested in the answer.
plan that involved the construction of plant to desalinate The Hon. W.A. Matthew: It shows ignorance on the part
water from the Tod River, as well as the reuse of treatedf the government.
effluent and a water efficiency program to achieve a mini- The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The member for Bright is
mum 5 per cent reduction in water usage. talking about ignorance. | am sure he knows a fair bit about
Between February and July this year, a pilot plant studyt.
is being conducted at the Tod Reservoir to determine pre- The SPEAKER: Order! The member may wish to
treatment requirements for a full-scale plant, which is 2.3acknowledge the chair.
gigalitres per year. The plant is expected to be delivered, as The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Companies such as OneSteel
are a number of these plants, by SA Water via a publicand the NRG operation at Leigh Creek already have agree-
private partnership. | understand that those arrangements havents or indentures, depending on the circumstance. They are
also been made clear to the member for Flinders. So, quite tht affected by this. Part of the member’s question was about
contrary, the government is taking a number of steps that atthe mineral exploration program, which was set up under a
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Labor government by the former minister for mineral be found in Erskine May on page 289) as the authority by
resources, the Hon. Frank Blevins. It was an outstandingvhich | rule the question out of order.

decision and quite strongly supported— Mr BRINDAL: Sir, on a point of order, does that mean
Members interjecting: that we cannot ask whether the minister agrees with state-
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier willanswer ments that are made either in the press or by people? Because
the question and not debate. that was my question: does the minister agree?

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: It was strongly supported by 1he SPEAKER: What the honourable member may wish
members opposite, there is no argument about that, and my 5 (apart from approaching the chair and seeking advice
recollection is that we put more funding into it in last Years privately, because | am reluctant to give it publicly, for the
budget. We are a strong supporter of that program— reason that | have no wish to embarrass an honourable

Mermbers interjecting: member, least of all the member for Unley) is to ask a
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: In the last budget? guestion along the lines, ‘The minister is reported to have
An honourable member: Yes. expressed the view that', and ‘Does he stand by such view?’,

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: We will check that. | do not and leave it at that. No explanation of it is required. The
have the figures in front of me. There is a lot in the budgetmember for Light.

An honourable member interjecting:

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The TEISA program last TRANSPORT. TICKETING SYSTEM
budget? '
An honourable member: Yes. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Allright, we will look atthat.  Transport advise what ticketing system is envisaged by the
We strongly support the mining industry. We are a progovernment for use on public transport and what is the
business government. The measures, | would suspect, weggtimated cost? The draft transport plan states that the current
expected by the industry, in large part, and | think they are thicketing system is nearing the end of its economic life and

right policy measure to put in place. needs to be replaced by approximately 2007. The new
ticketing system is said to allow for further convenience and
CONSCIENCE VOTE flexibility, such as contactless tickets which do not need to

. . be removed from wallets or handbags. Obviously, to suggest
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Has the Premier responded {0 ya¢ the new system will give us all this, the minister must
letters and representations from family organisations anfla e some idea what other features the new ticketing system

mainstream churches advocating a conscience vote on tfey ave and what the cost will be
same sex superannuation and the domestic co-dependents '

superannuation bills? In tf@uthern Cross of June 2003, Dr The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport):
John Fleming said (at p.11): This, of course, is the first draft transport plan that has been

The legislation, introduced as a private member’s bill by France delivered to South Australia for 35 years. Of course, a draft

Bedford (ALP), has the official support of the state govemmentwith?r"JInSport plan is just that.

no ALP MP being able to exercise a conscience vote. Itis effectively Mr Brokenshire interjecting:

a government bil. o The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | know that the member for
The SPEAKER: Order! The question is out of order. It Mawson is embarrassed by his own party not delivering a
pre-empts debate on the member’s own measure. transport plan. After two terms in government (some eight
years or longer), the honourable member’s party was not able
GREGORY, Mr J. to deliver a transport plan. Despite committing to it, despite

] - promising it, the former Liberal government could not even
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Does the Minister for Employ- qgjiyer o transport plan. Well, the Rann Labor government

ment, Training and Further Education agree with the assertiqtl‘las done it within 12 months. and can | sav to members that
of the President of the AEU, Mr John Gregory, last Saturda)(t is not tlh:t”h;rd to do. Yc;u sit down ){/ou engage the

m_or_ning that _remarks made by the oppos_ition’s Sha.olo"%talkeholders, you talk to them, you formulate policy—
minister were inflammatory, and later associated me with a T
Members interjecting:

pig? Some months ago, the President of the AEU made

extensive allegations concerning the whole of the TAFE The SPEAKER: Order!

sector and involving funds amounting to tens of millions of  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: —and you deliver. That is

dollars. Following the results of an inquiry, the minister waswhat you do. That is how you go about the business, and for

good enough to give me a briefing and, in consequence afe member for Light—

that _brleflng, in a b|p_art|san way, | suggested that the an nonourable member interjecting:

President of the AEU did not properly understand the sector The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Th ber for Liaht h

that he purported to represent, and called on him to make an € ron. M.J. | : e member for Light has

apology, hence his comments. asked me a question. The honourat_)Ie member should not be
. f his shadow ministerial colleagues. You

The SPEAKER: Order! The question is out of order. All S0 r#de tod ?Pe 0 dav! 9

honourable members should understand that questior[ug'g tneed his vote one day:

seeking an expression of opinion are out of order, in no small  The SPEAKER: Order!

measure, in consequence of the House of Commons parlia- The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | say to the member for Light

mentary debates determination of 1906, which we havéhat, because it is a draft, we are engaging with the major

adopted (which is to be found in Erskine May on page 286)stakeholders. There is a three-month period. We invite the

Equally, if you are asking whether statements in the press dfiberal Party—although it could not deliver a transport

private organisations or of private individuals are accurateplan—to get involved and be involved in the engagement

again, | refer to the House of Commons in 1882 (which is tgorocess.
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PRINCES HIGHWAY Office for Youth to support and strengthen the youth advisory
committees. These committees are a partnership between the
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for ~ government and local councils, which support the youth
Transport advise the house of the reasons for reducing froportfolio commitments to encourage young people to take an
110 km/h to 100 km/h the speed limit on portions of theactive role in political, economic and cultural life.
Princes Highway between Kingston (South-East) and YACs (as they are called) provide advice to elected
Meningie? As part of the 110 km/h speed limit review onmembers, consult with young people, lobby community
rural roads, | understand that Transport SA has recommendégcision makers and help promote a positive image of young
that portions of the Princes Highway between Kingstorpeople in their communities by doing this. Currently, there
(South-East) and Meningie be reduced to 100 km/h. are 67 youth advisory committees, including six indigenous-
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport): |  Specific youth advisory committees. These have all been
thank the member for Light for his follow-up question funded by the state government; they involve up to 1 200
although, of course, on a different topic. | could not hear alyoung people across South Australia; and they are supported
the question but, nonetheless, | think | can give the tenor dpy youth advisory coordinators from the local council areas.
what the government is doing. As members know, since dayoung people travelled from the Far North, the Eyre and
one in office the government has been very committed to roatforke Peninsulas, the South-East, the Riverland, the Iron
safety. Of course, | am sure that all members of parliamentriangle and the Mid North of the state, as well as from
would want to express their great disappointment and sadnegetropolitan areas, to participate in the forum.
at the loss of life on the weekend just passed. One of the major features of YACfest03 was to debate
With respect to the honourable member’s question’ thé\/hether the Voting age should be lowered to 16. All forum
process we are going through is similar to what we didParticipants explored this issue, assisted by an expert panel,
regarding the 50 km/h speed limit. We are working with thewhich included Ms Mia Handshin (a journalist) and Dr
Local Government Association and individual councils toHoward Sercombe, a renowned author on youth issues. They
make sure that, in establishing the criteria, everyone i¥ere also assisted, | understand, by Mr Ben Saint from the
working to the same criteria. With respect to the specificvouth Affairs Council of South Australia and the Chairper-
reference mentioned, | will provide the member for Lightson of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on Youth. These
with that detail but if, in fact, he is correct in respect of thedebates concluded with the Australian Electoral Commission
specific area to which he referred (and | did not pick up allconducting a simulated referendum.
the detail), it is important to remember that, with respectto  The outcome of the referendum was presented to me at the
the reduction from 110 km/h to 100 km/h in country areasconclusion of the day, and | am pleased to share the results
advice to me from my department is that we are talking abouwith the house. The first question was: should the voting age
10 per cent of roads. We will not be talking about majorfor local government elections be lowered from 18 years to
highways but we will be addressing those roads against sonis years? The outcome was yes, 110 votes; no, 26 votes and
existing criteria agreed to with the Local Governmentinformal, six votes. The second question was: should the
Association and local councils before a final decision is/oting age for state government elections be lowered from
made. The maximum speed on a very small percentage-18 years to 16 years? The outcome was: yes, 78 votes; no, 57
about 10 per cent—of those roads in country areas will bgotes and informal, seven votes.
reduced from 110 km/h to 100 km/h. During the course of the debate, the young people present
were given the opportunity to explore the issues relevant to
them on this matter. Some of the debate became very
passionate and included many different comments. Some of
the highlights of those comments included that they believed
that IQ tests for maturity should not be put in place because
CROWN LAND half the adults in the community would not pass those tests.
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): | seek leave to make a They also pointed out that 16-year olds can do a number of
personal explanation. things in our community, including authorising their own
Leave granted. medical procedures, yet are not allowed to vote. The point

Mrs PENFOLD: | wish to place on the record that | have Was made that there should be a compulsory subject in
a share of a very small parcel of crown lease land on Bostoschools, similar to Australian studies, that looked at govern-
Point near Port Lincoln. | am not aware of any other crownment voting, etc., as well as looking at constitutional matters.

lease land in which | have an interest. It was also pointed out that independent 16-year olds have to
pay their rent and other bills like everyone else, so why
YACfest03 should they not vote?
o ) ) | thank you, Mr Speaker, the Hon. Paul Holloway and the
The Hon. S.W. KEY (M|n|s'ger for Social Justice): | member for Colton for attending YACfest03 and showing
seek leave to make a ministerial statement. your support. | also commend the Office for Youth, the
Leave granted. Australian Electoral Commission and local government for

The Hon. S\W. KEY: On Friday 30 May, | had the theirinvolvement (including the Local Government Associa-
pleasure to present the outcomes of a very exciting debat®n for organising YACfest). This has been an inspiring and
involving 180 young people and 70 youth coordinators fromvaluable opportunity for representatives of young people in
around the state concerning the lowering of the voting age t8outh Australia to come together to share ideas and develop
16 years. This meeting of young people was arranged by thekills that they can take back to their local communities.
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involving this government in tens of thousands of dollars, if
GRIEVANCE DEBATE not hundreds of thousands of dollars, in expenditure, and
genuine, decent people in a lot of heartache and hurt. If the
GREGORY, Mr J. best the President of the union responsible for their welfare

) can do is call my comments inflammatory because | asked for
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): In the nearly 14 years that | have an apology on their behalf and then use words such as ‘pig’,

been here | have never stood in this place and mentioned Mere is something wrong. | conclude by saying that perhaps

individual, but | feel compelled to do so today—not necessay ; ; :
. ' L= L made an intemperate remark, but it was a private remark,
rily for the sake of the individual but for the denigration that not a public remarl)rk P

he brings to the office that he holds. ] .
At a council meeting of the Australian Education Union ~ 11me expired.
on Saturday, Mr John Gregory referred to a statement that |
had made to the press claiming that he fails to understand the INTERNET ACCESS
TAFE sector which he purports to represent and that he owes
that sector an apology. He talked about my remarks as being Mr CAICA (Colton): Recently I have been contacted by
inflammatory and went on to say, ‘Enough of pigs’. | believethree different constituents of mine, all of whom have raised
that he did that in written form, and | will approach the the same concerns and, upon investigation, I have come to the
government about that afterwards. Nevertheless— conclusion that the serious problems encountered by my
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Who did? constituents are not isolated and are perhaps commonplace.
Mr BRINDAL: John Gregory, President of the AEU, if I guess it is well known by some of my friends thatl am not
you want it on the record, but it will be on the record many@ computer expert: however, | am not a Luddite, either. It
times in this five minutes. This is the same Mr Gregory who3€€Mms clear thata scam is operating that involves unsuspect-
| believe, after the Liberal government had lost the electionind USers of internet services rece|V|ng_S|gn|f_|cant charges for
set up a deck chair and an umbrella in the ministerial car parR€"vices that they have not used nor intentionally accessed.
in Flinders Street with a notice ‘Spring Clean’. | note that! @m advised by my constituents that certain providers of
Mr Spring, who was then the retiring CEO of the departmentinternet web site services (and | understand that these are
went down and shook his hand and wished him good luck fo_pamcularly adult sites) are able to log on through unsuspect-
the future. This is the same Mr Gregory who was presidenf)d users who have no idea that they are logged on to these
of the same union in 1982—he has been recycled more tim&4€s and who flr]d out'only when their telephone bills are
than a coke can. This is the same Mr Gregory who waéorwarded by their carrier.
known as ‘Whacker’ during his time at university. In the case of one of my constituents, a Telstra bill was
I raise this matter because, for 35 years, | have been prouéceived for services that the recipient had not accessed nor
to be a teacher; and when | started as a teacher—as y&nowingly connected to. The component of the bill for these
would recall, sir—the teaching profession was held inphantom services in this instance amounted to $275.92 for 51
reasonably high repute. But there are many people—parenminutes of adult internet connection to a 190 number for
and teachers—who are worried at what they see is a lowerirggrvices that did not appear on the computer screen and, in
of the status of teachers and education in our community. fact, were being charged for when the computer was original-
raise today Mr Gregory'’s statements on Saturday, as well dg connected to another site. As | mentioned, | am not a
his actions, in the context that | think they bring no credit tocomputer expert and | want to know how it is that this scam
his profession and do no credit to matters under genuineperates and whatitis. | understand that Telstra has advised
public discussion. my constituents that the 190 charges that they were not aware
Mr Gregory raised an issue and accused a big and verjiey were accessing are the result of internet access via their
valuable sector in our community of tens of millions of service, in particular the use of an internet dialler software.
dollars worth of rorts—it was not raised by the opposition orThey further advised my constituent that an internet dialler
by the government—and the government called for ars a piece of software which is downloaded from the internet
inquiry. I, for my part, asked for an independent inquiry andand, once installed, provides internet connection to a 190 or
the minister would not accede to that but, in fairness to thénternational number. It seems that when it is in use an
minister, he gave me a briefing subsequent to the inquiry witinternet dialler temporarily disconnects a modem from the
the auditors who conducted it, and | was satisfied that thigser’s regular internet service provider and connects with a
government had made a diligent effort in what they did and.90 or international number.
that the results of the inquiry stood as the auditors say they So, once again, how is it that the victims of this scam are
stand—that is, that no fault was to be found. unaware that they are connected to the 190 adult web sites?
| did not make the accusations and cause the angst th@uite simply, they are not being notified. The Telephone
many hundreds, even thousands, of TAFE lecturers anihdustry Service Standards Council code of practice stipulates
people went through, not for weeks but for months. | was nothat certain fixed dialogue boxes are to be displayed prior to
the minister who had to spend several hours on the telephor@y connection to a 190 number. The first dialogue box,
keeping people calm and assuring them that the governmeunhder this code, must state that the service is not free and that
would do the best it could. But | was the person who, onitis charged at a specific price per minute. There are another
behalf of the opposition, stood next to the minister and saidwo dialogue boxes that are required to be acknowledged
‘We accept these findings: these findings are right; and, iprior to any connection occurring. However, in the case of my
these findings are right, somebody owes TAFE an apologyconstituents (and | expect in the case of the many other
Itis not the opposition that inflamed the situation: it is thevictims of this scam), no dialogue boxes appear whatsoever.
President of the union who did not clearly understand thén fact, as | mentioned earlier, there was no indication that a
sector. He had a whole lot of figures, did not understand¢onnection had even been made: the computer screen did not
them, got them quite wrong and put them to Advertiser,  alter in any way.
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So what is it that Telstra says about this particular scamfhy appreciation of that event occurring so we may give a rich
My constituent, in particular—and | do not believe he wouldresource of educational material to anyone visiting the
mind my mentioning his name: he is Mr Fitzgerald of Henleyparliament, including information on this aspect. | was
Beach—received a three page piece of correspondence frgoleased to note the hanging of the portrait of Mrs Joyce
Telstra in response to his request that the $275 be forgiveBteele, which is now displayed in this chamber and recognis-
because he had not accessed that site, nor had he known thatMrs Steele as the first female member elected to this
the computer was connected to it. But, as you would expeathamber in 1959. That was also welcomed by the group last
from an organisation that is interested only in collectingweek. They were pleased to hear of the amendment to the
money, Telstra said, ‘Our investigations show that it wasstate Constitution Act 1934, in particular as it related to
connected at that time and, in essence, you are still liable facknowledging women in the constitution of South Australia,
those calls and you will have to pay for them.’ They go on toboth to ensure that as members of parliament we comprise
say that it is the lessee’s legal responsibility to be aware adpproximately one third, but also to respect the gender of our
the consequences of allowing a computer to be connected teigning monarch, albeit 50 years late, and also our Governor.
their telephone service for internet connection and to take On this occasion | also note the government's proposal to
appropriate action to avoid connection to 190 informatiorallocate some extra funding to the Office of the Status of
services if this is what the customer wants. Women. That is an important move by this government and

But, interestingly, the person does not know that they aré commend it. | am disappointed to note that there will be a
connected to this internet site because there is no indicatiaeduction in the Women'’s Information Service, notwithstand-
on the computer that it is connected. It is connecting autoing that there is an anticipated significant increase in the
matically without dialogue boxes showing the user that theynquires of that service. | confirm my deep disappointment
are being connected. Telstra goes on to suggest that thaythe Premier in relation to this area in that he took some 10
should look at initiating call barring for international direct months to announce the Premier's Council of Women.
and/or 190 numbers to prevent unexpected internet calls frofdevertheless, | understand that it has got started and met by
their internet sites. What does TISSC say about this scam®pril of this year, so for a small part of this past financial
My constituent has informed me that the council acknowledgyear was operational. Hopefully it will have a significant
es that it is a problem affecting an increasing number ofnfluence on the Premier in ensuring that issues such as
internet users and | am further informed that it is generallyfamily violence and balancing work and family, which were
the same adult web site providers that consistently appear @tearly on the agenda and under review by the previous
the victim's internet dialler itemised information calls women'’s council, continue to be addressed and that this year
account. What can be done? Bar the access to the 190 numlveg see recommendations come forward, with these issues put
and international telephone numbers. However, | also infornon the agenda by this government, as sadly they have been
the house that | shall pass on to the Minister for Consumetompletely missing to date.

Affairs all the information | have regarding this outrageous
scam so that his fine officers can pursue the vultures preying EDUCATION SPENDING

on the innocent and unsuspecting victims of this scam. . . . .
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): The discussions in question

PARLIAMENT. TAPESTRIES time about the health and education budgets developed by
' this government put me in mind of a recent article | read in
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Last Friday | had the delightful the Melbourneige. The article was by Kenneth Davidson in
pleasure of receiving into this chamber the former membertie Age of Monday 19 May, and | freely acknowledge the
of this house, the Hon. Jennifer Cashmore and Mrs Collee@xtent to which | will draw on his work in my remarks. The
Hutchison, who were the members for what is now Morialtaarticle covers lack of funding commitment in a range of areas,
and Stuart respectively. They joined me in welcoming thdncluding transport and the environment, and notes particular-
designers and weavers in celebration of the hanging of thy some issues with regard to the recent federal budget about
tapestries in this chamber, which were hung here in 1994 teducation spending. It states:
celebrate the Centenary of the Suffrage of Women, that is, The rot in terms of Australia’s social and physical capital has
8 e e e e et s Ry ot on e
world to have the opportunity to stand for parliament. It of SO'S: LIS / . ; nt
corse took us 65 years 10 get here, but they recognise thiThCA/s) :cepds ndngforgher educaton 543 ko and
momentous occasion, unique in world history. government constantly moans about the ageing population. It will
On this occasion we received a brief presentation from theot be a problem providing productivity grows as fast in the future
Hon. Jennifer Cashmore and the Mrs Colleen Hutchison an@p it has in the past. But will we get the best out of the next genera-

. . tion if 70 per cent of the per capita spending on children at govern-
also the Hon. Diana Laidlaw of another place, who of course,en schools is $2 000 less than for those attending non-government

is on the eve of her retirement from this parliament. | recordschools—based on the present funding agreement between the
my appreciation, as | am the successor to the Hon. Dianeommonwealth and states.

Laidlaw in being responsible for the area of the status ofyrther on he states:

women on behalf of the Liberal Party, of the fact that the Underneath the razzle dazzle, the fact is that the government is
plagues for the tapestries have been duly bolted to the wallfcreasing higher education funding by only $152 million or 3.6 per
which | hope indicates a sign of permanence. | indicate myent this financial year, less than the 4 per cent growth in average
appreciation and that of the opposition for that occurring. weekly earnings forecast in the budget.

Secondly, | understand that a new pamphlet in celebratioNany schools in my electorate require upgrade of facilities.
of these important events in relation to the suffrage anduring the period | have been the member for Reynell very
women standing in parliament is to be published and that willittle happened in relation to those upgrades for facilities until
be available to the public and interest groups in relation to théast year. Last year suddenly some work started happening.
important part of the history of this parliament. | again recordWe have had extra school councillors, extra junior primary
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teachers as well as special facilities upgrades, particularlymoke and mirrors, and that we see new trams going down
much needed toilets in Pimpala Primary School and athere. No-one in South Australia would be happier than I.
administrative upgrade in Reynella South. Many schools still  There has been some talk about tramways contributing to
desperately need upgrade of facilities and these upgradestime greenhouse effect by the generation of electricity. | have
facilities cannot be funded by the parents in my communityyet to see evidence of that other than one report coming out
In half the schools about 50 per cent of families are on Schoalf Melbourne. People in the tram industry to whom | have
Card and in the rest it varies between 35 to 50 per cent. Famépoken have assured me that that is not the case. Certainly,
lies in my area are battling. They are not in a position to fundhere is an opportunity to convert trams from electric drive
upgrades in school facilities. They have to rely on the governto diesel electric, or to compressed liquid natural gas engines
ment to do this. (which would be even more environmentally friendly) which
The government, in turn, relies on the federal governmendrive the electric generators and which then drive the trams.
to provide facilities. People in my area have seen some vervhis is happening with our bus service; we could do that with
glorious buildings being built under the Howard the train service; and there is an opportunity to do that with
government’s funding of private schools in the area. Thesthe tram service.
private schools also have many children who are in receipt A new tramway with trams on tyres is being built in
of School Card. Their families are not rich either, but peopleFrance. Instead of overhead wires and double tracks, it has
look at the waste. They look at these new facilities being builta single furrow in the centre of the road which generates
when their children are struggling in old facilities with prob- power for the tram, which has rubber tyres. The tram follows
lems with the carpets, ceilings and in the layouts. Recentlythis track around the city and, if it has to be diverted, the
| visited one school where the cracks in the wall of the staftonnector is disconnected and the tram is operated by a diesel
toilet are so bad that you can see through them to the outsidelectric motor; the tram then operates on another route. That
We have this sort of facility in the state schools in theis something that we could think about here. However, | do
area, but, meanwhile, the Howard government is throwingiot want to see another concrete gutter built to service the
money at private schools to build lovely new schools andouth. Although | am being disparaging about the O-bahn, it
some of them are worried about the upkeep thereof. Stafie a very good and efficient form of transport, but not for the
schools do not criticise the parents or the private schoolsouthern districts. It is great whizzing up through the hills,
they criticise John Howard’s funding priorities. They butit is not for down south. We need something that is more
recognise that that is the basis of the problems they arepen and will maintain our open spaces down there, and will

experiencing in upgrading their schools. maintain more of a heritage atmosphere. We should therefore
stick with the trams.
TRANSPORT, LIGHT RAIL The new light rail is the way to go. | hope that the

) manufacturers of these new trams will do what was done in
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): Last Saturday moming, the past: that is, manufacture the trams in this state. The
I had the pleasure of attending the opening of the Office ofanufacturers of trams, such as Siemens, Bombardier and
the Southern Suburbs at Noarlunga Centre, with the ministe{|siom, do modulise them, and they could be assembled here
in gattendance. Thanks to the Liberal Party, development ig, the same way as submarines are being assembled here. |
going on down there. Unfortunately, this budget lacks—  pope that the light rail will be manufactured in Whyalla in the
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Did you go on the expressway? same way as the new Adelaide-Darwin railway, which is
Dr McFETRIDGE: I didn'tgo onthe expressway; It00k another good Liberal initiative. The opportunity for a light
the train down there. As members of this house would knowsil system in South Australia is something that we should not

I'am a fan of public transport, particularly light rail. However, gveriook. Let us not stop at North Adelaide, but let us go
| travelled by the TransAdelaide heavy rail system fromyight across the metropolitan area.

Brighton to Noarlunga Centre, and | would like to compli- ~ Time expired.
ment TransAdelaide on the cleanliness of the trains—

The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: SAMUEL, Mr G.

Dr McFETRIDGE: As the leader says, the new Trans-
Adelaide trains were one of our initiatives. The trains are of Mr RAU (Enfield): Itis a great privilege to again follow
that standard only because the state is back on its feet aftdre member for Morphett. | take considerable inspiration
what happened with the State Bank. However, | digress. Thigom his approach to light rail. He is nothing if not consistent
heavy rail system that we enjoy in South Australia should noand emphatic in his support, and that is a marvellous thing.
be overstated. It is a very efficient and clean system, but, iIHowever, at some stage, he should tell us how it was that we
I had my way, there would be more light rail services. If onelost our light rail in the first place. | think the member will
has travelled at all, one would have seen the extension of ligliind that it was an unfortunate deal to get Port Stanvac here,
rail services across the world. The classic examples of lighivhen we agreed to pull up the fantastic trams in order to have
rail in Australia are in Perth and Melbourne, with its new something we do not have any more. However, that is not
Eltham to Yarra Valley trams, which are something towhat | want to talk about.
behold. The new glam trams, as they are called, are fantastic. On the weekend, | had a moment to watch television.

Over the last few years, | have been doing a lot of researcBuring that time, | saw Mr Graeme Samuel on television
into tram services. Actually, | referred to them in my maidenexplaining that he is now acting chair of the outfit formerly
speech. Since last week, | have had made a few more contacts by Professor Fels. He said a number of things about the
as to what | can expect in South Australia. | was disappointway in which he would approach his acting role, which he
ed, though, when | phoned one of the major tram manufacidoes appear to be taking as if it is a permanent appointment.
ures in the world to find that they had no idea what was goingdHe said (and | might be paraphrasing him a little), ‘Competi-
on until the public announcement last week. | hope that thergon and the benefit of consumers are synonymous. There is
will be more planning in this area, and that this is not justno distinction to be drawn.



3284 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 2 June 2003

On listening to him, | reflected on the fact that 40 to GAMING MACHINES (ROOSTERS CLUB
60 years ago, people around the place believed that thgNCORPORATED LICENCE) AMENDMENT BILL
writings of Karl Marx would solve all the world’s problems.
They believed that, by establishing a totalitarian state witha The Legislative Council did not insist on its amendments
dictatorship of the proletariat, the world would be a happyo which the House of Assembly had disagreed.
place and everyone would march forward into the broad
sunlit uplands that Winston Churchill spoke of. In fact, they STATUTES AMENDMENT (ROAD SAFETY
got a miserable archipelago of concentration camps and REFORMS) BILL
miserable people. | wonder whether the addiction that
Mr Samuel and some his friends have to the word ‘competi- The Legislative Council, having considered the recom-
tion’ might just have a little tinge of the same problem; thatmendations of the conference, agreed to the same.

is, zealotry—a belief in something so strong that one allows  Consideration in committee of the recommendations of the
the evidence of one’s eyes, ears and commonsense to Bgnference.

ignored in favour of a theory. In my modest observation, I tha Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | move:
think that, if anyone has the capacity to do that, it is Mr o ' '

Samuel That the recommendations of the conference be agreed to.

| flecti his achi ts when | tchi %acknowledge the members of the deadlock conference: the
Was retiecting on nis achievements When ' was Watching, . bers for Croydon, Fisher, Light and Kavel; and the Hons

him on television telling us what we were in for in terms of
his tenure of the office on which he is about to embark. WhileC- V- Schaefer, T.G. Cameron P. Holloway, R.K. Sneath and
M. Kanck. | also pay tribute to each of those members.

I was rustling through some papers, | found a speech iven- . .

on 22 June 3995 bygthe then ICI)eal?der of the Austrglian ngo- We had a number issues to resolve. No party achieved all

crats, Senator Kernot. She was speaking in the Senate on tii @ms, and some very good discussion ensued.. At the

Competition Policy Reform Bill, which was then before that CUtSet, we agreed to measure each of the outstanding items
chamber. We all know that that is where Mr Samuel's mosfS Much as possible against the impact they would have on
recent career started. She said a number of very importa ad safety. | am sure that the member for Light will concur

things in her speech and, whatever difficulties she has sincghen | acknowlgdge sincerely every member of the confer-
had. this was indeed her finest hour. She said: ence. We certainly worked towards trying to resolve the

] o S ] outstanding issues and, by and large, we were able to do so
This. ... bill will help set in train one of the most radical and far- pretty quickly.

reaching public reforms. The public sector as we know it will be ‘s P . .

forced t% IC:estructure in far-regching and not necessarily positive IS IS a very significant day in the life of the Rann Labor

ways. government. We came to power with a very serious commit-

ment to road safety, and we remain committed. We have

changed the road rules significantly in regard to regulation,
... . competition policy represents the victory of economics overand we have made changes to what we introduced previously

equity, of competition over compassion, and of accounting ovef, 5 budget setting. | foreshadowed that the government

accountability and in management of public services, yet this bill an -
the ramifications of this bill, have been the subject of very litle WOUld introduce phase 2 of our road safety package—a

public debate and it has been the subject of minimal public scrutin)paf?kage which took on a range of dec_isions which we
It has been debated in closed forums, not by Australian people whibelieved should have been in place a long time ago. Nonethe-

own this debate, and the outcome of it. less, today we arrive at that position as follows:
She continues: - demerit points for speed camera offences;

We will need to make sure that higher user charges, the end of NeW penalties for driving with blood alcohol between .05

cross-subsidisation, the narrowing of community service obligations and .079; . . .
and the inevitable path to privatisation paved by this package do not dual penalties for speeding through a red light;
lead to fewer public services to those who need them most—the low various driver training related changes: learners for six

Of course, we know exactly what has happened since 20 if demerit points are incurred during that period
competition policy has had its way over the last 10 years. | between the ages of 19 and 20;

am waiting for somebody to realise that the emperor is not changes to questions in the learner’s test;

wearing any clothes. Competition policy is not the be-alland  any period of disqualification to be added to the P-plate
end-all, nor is it the answer to all questions. It does not take period; and

into account that human beings do not act like computer two weeks between practical driving tests.

models. There are probably other examples. This is a good day for

They have succeeded in hollowing out the middle class iR@riament and for South Australians. We now put this
this country so that we now have a narrow middle class whicRackage behind us and we deliver on it.
has an overly burdensome tax regime imposed upon it. We | also want to acknowledge the Labor caucus, which has
have a huge underclass of people who share nothing of whaeen very supportive, as have been my cabinet colleagues.
is going on in this society; instead, we have these fat-cailhis has been a mind shift for everybody. This package
super rich people | read about in tResiness Review Weekly ~ contained significant changes which we believe warranted the
last week. The idea that that level of stratification exists irfull support of the parliament. We appreciate that there has
our society and that the middle ground (which was théeen a robust debate, but we hope that the parliament can
traditional strength of this country) is cut out is appalling. now move forward on road safety in a more bipartisan way.
Later this year, the government will introduce a second
package, and we look forward to the response from the
opposition. | will have more to say about that issue at a later
time.

She went on to say that in her view:
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I want to pay tribute to the Hon. Nick Xenophon and thein this package, there are a lot of measures that | have argued
member for Fisher, who suggested a range of ideas on roddr over time.

safety. The government said that it would consider those; The tragedies that occurred on the weekend should remind
some need to be thought through. We need to measure sog a| that we have a lot of work to do, particularly targeting
of those ideas against their impact on road safety in terms gfoung male drivers. Young female drivers, too, sadly lose
whether or not they are good policy positions and whether ofheir life or become badly injured, and a range of measures
not they are practical. are in place interstate, in New Zealand and in the United

I also want to acknowledge the Hon. Sandra Kanck, whastates that are designed to help keep young people alive and
did not agree with the government on everything, and we argafe. Some people have said to me that those measures might
disappointed that we did not get all our package through. Wege 3 little restrictive, but I say that they are not as restrictive
think that mobile random breath testing is an important issueys being dead. | am not trying to be flippant. | know from
but a limited mobile RBT is better than nothing. Of course personal experience the trauma of losing someone close in a
New South Wales has had this measure in place for 20 yeafgad accident. | was talking to my sister this morning on
and no great hiccup has resulted. This is a very good bill thagnother matter, and she said that every time one of these
very shortly, will be proclaimed by the government. We will tragic events occurs it brings back very powerful memories

work closely with the community. for her and for other families in the community who have
| also want to acknowledge my department and mysyffered the loss of a loved one.

personal staff, who have been very committed to this Last year, on Homestead Drive in my electorate, two fine

package. The government remains committed to road safety, ;n4 men who were members of the West Adelaide Football

We look forward to working with all parties—the opposition lub were killed. | notice that : ;
. . young people still keep placing
and the Independents—and, of course, the major stakehol ibutes at the location where they lost their lives. It has

ers. We need to connect with the qommunity on this MesSalfitected the community very deeply. Since then other young
we cannot do it by ourselves. It is a very important policy

shift and position. Itis a day in history for this parliament andpeople have lost their lives, one recently on Manning Road,

that il look back ith t fond d .thand it goes on week in week out. | said this morning that,
g?:at Fi’i(\i,\(/%e wil1ook back on with great fondness and Withy, o fylly, during the Iraq conflict we did not lose one person

) . . in combat, yet ironically on our roads we lose young men and
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: 1 also wish to recognise the e yirtually every week, and it is almost as though many

work of the deadlock conference and thank the minister f?ﬁeople have become accustomed to it and accept it as part of

his ﬁooper?tlon and cloncmatlgn]; | have t;)een fgrgjrwe% ﬁe. I do not accept it. We have a high standard of safety in
such a conierence only once before, in aboult - Ve e air and | would like to see us have a much more vigorous

some fairly strong issues to deal with, and | think that we . ; A
dealt with them in a very efficient manner. | thank the approach to safety being applied to those who drive in motor

- . bl vehicles and are affected by them.
minister for his conciliation, because | know that there were ) . .
Without commenting in detail on the measures, other than

issues that he wanted passed, but the opposition also felt ver ;
strongly about them. | believe that, in terms of working with tal say that they represent a big advance, and apart from the

each other—the government, the opposition and the Indé’hoss'bleéesung of Zlgohol |rc11d.r|Vﬁrs atfrandomk, a(;"’thl?f ISsue
pendent members—we achieved a good outcome. that needs to be addressed is that of unmarked police cars.

I am pleased to see that, on the issue of concealed specl€"® '? much concern bm tthe corl?rgumty, ;;?rﬂctularlyt
cameras, which | spoke about strongly in the second readirfyf""dst young women, about unmarked cars which turn ou

debate in this chamber, the minister has given an undertaki be police cars and Whi.c.h require a driver to pull over,
that he will look at the research, both overseas and here fiFcause they are often legitimately frightened by that. | make

Australia, regarding signage for concealment of spee@ Pléa to the Commissioner of Police and to the police
cameras. | have seen research from New Zealand arfinister thatthey look atthis issue and formulate an operat-
England that indicates certain outcomes of a beneficial natufg9 rp])oh_cy th?]t mangs its prr]acucalneffect q‘é‘t? clear andrtpat,
in terms of road safety. The minister has given an undertaking! the time the police wish to pull over a driver, something

that he will look at that prior to the second tranche of roadT0re substantial than a very small flashing light is put on top

safety amendments coming to parliament possibly later thigf the vehicle. _ . _
year, and | am very happy to work with him on that. . There should be no dOUbt in the mlnd of.the driver who
The opposition supported a number of the road safet{s being pulled over that it is a police vehicle and that a
initiatives in this bill, and we also look forward to moving 'egitimate police practice is occurring and that it is not the
ahead in road safety terms. One has 0n|y to consider '[H@ha\./loul' of a hoon or S.Omeor?e who is out to cause mischief.
carnage that occurred at the weekend to recognise that it isid1at issue has been raised with me, and | know that people
serious issue that costs this state a significant amount @ssociated with this parliament (not MPs) have been con-
money. It was a good experience to work on this dead|ocﬁerned when their daughter haS_been terrified because an
conference. Government and opposition members worked tmarked car has followed them virtually all the way and she
get a better outcome for road safety, and it is a commendatici#id not realise it was a police car until the last moment. |
for all those who served on the committee. make that plea to the Police Commissioner, in particular. |
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I congratulate the government on ask him to look at the operating procedures and suggest that
introducing this package of measures and, indeed, | congrath€ has in place techniques that will readily identify a police
late opposition and other members who have helped steer tH#8r that goes from being unmarked to marked, so that it is
passage through both houses. It is very important, and | d@uite clear and there is no ambiguity or confusion in the mind
not believe it is the end in terms of what can be done wittPf the motorist that it is a police vehicle and a legitimate
road safety. However, it is a very significant step forward. [Police activity.
have lobbied on many of these issues for some time. You do | am delighted that this package of road safety measures
not always get what you want, but | am pleased to say thahas been accepted by both houses and | look forward to its



3286 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 2 June 2003

assisting in saving the lives of not only young people butwe thought that it was worth while proceeding with that
other people in this state. measure. It is not necessarily something on which the

Mr BRINDAL: When a bill goes to a deadlock confer- government thought it would be able to give a fulsome report
ence, it has become an increasingly common practice over thetwo years—the data may not be of the extent that it would
last few parliaments of which | have been a member t@ive a fulsome report—but some points were made that it was
appoint house managers to come back to this chamber astll worth while proceeding with this, even if it was of a
indulge in congratulating everyone concerned and say, ‘It wilpreliminary nature. So, the deadlock conference agreed to
be all right on the day; please pass this.” Apart from stateitem 1, which was a Liberal amendment in the Legislative
ments by my colleague the member for Light, | am yet to hea€ouncil.
what matters of substance have been addressed between thdtem 2 was the P plates—19 versus 20. What the govern-
two houses. The minister owes these houses an explanatiorent was proposing was two years or 20 years of age. | think
of what was done in the joint house conference. | invite hinthe opposition came forward with two years or 19 years of
to do that, pointing out that it is every member’s right to askage. The amendment that was proposed by the Hon. Sandra
three questions on every amendment to elicit that. Kanck—and | am doing this from memory so, hopefully, | do

I am not doing that to be funny. | am saying that there hasiot do anyone a disservice—
been a joint house conference and that conference has come An honourable member interjecting:
to an agreement. We have received a set of amendments The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Actually, the member has
which is very legalistic. It is not too much to ask the minister,given me a beautiful opportunity, so | thank him. The
apart from thanking everybody and congratulating them, tédon. Sandra Kanck’s amendment was something along these
explain what has changed as a result of the deadlodines; that they would stay on until 20 years of age unless
conference. they undertook a defensive driving test. That amendment was

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | am happy to do so; indeed, defeated in the Legislative Council. So, we had that impasse
I am delighted to do so. If the member for Unley does not talkin the deadlock conference. We ultimately agreed that it
to the member for Light, perhaps | can fill him in on the would be two years or 19 years of age, unless a driver, at 19

detail. years of age (I think, for the member for Light’s information,
Mr Scalzi: That's a cheap shot. this is the way it went), lost a demerit point. If they lost a
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Itis not a cheap shot. demerit point, it would then flip over to 20 years of age. That

Mr Brindal: | just want a small explanation in public. was a compromise position, which was able to be resolved

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Now you want a small during the deadlock conference in a satisfactory way.
explanation. How small would you like it to be? We may as  The next item was to provide a specimen signature, and
well lay out the full picture. The Liberal Party has beenproduce it within seven days. This was a Liberal Party
dragged kicking and screaming to this position on road safetamendment that was moved in the Legislative Council. The
When the member for Light spoke about supporting parts ojovernment was able to point out the weaknesses, as we saw
the bill, that is correct, they did support it—the small parts.it, of this amendment—that it would not achieve the out-
Any time there has been a big ticket item, a big issue, theomes and, in particular, it would not make a difference when
Liberal Party has been light years behind on this bill. | amit comes to safety—and it was agreed during the conference

happy to go through each of these issues as— that it would not be insisted on.
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: How does cutting road funding The next item involved schedule 17 (and there were two
increase road safety? matters in this area, but | will continue to deal with it in

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: The Leader of the Opposition numerical order) with respect to negligent driving. The
has had a very bad day today. | would not make it any worsepposition moved an amendment in the Legislative Council
if  were him. Why didn't he ask a question in question time?in regard to negligent driving. We certainly had a discussion

A very bad day. about that but, ultimately, it was agreed to—
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Snelling): Order! The Mr Brindal interjecting:
minister. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: That is the next one, yes.

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Thank you, sir. | am happy There was also a related amendment, which | will come to in
to go through each of the items that the member for Unleya moment, in regard to 45 kilometres. The matter involving
would like to have a report on, and when he has had enougtegligent driving will not be proceeded with. The other item
he should put up his hand. that is related to schedule 17 is excessive speeding: loss of

Members interjecting: licence for speeding 45 kilometres or more above the limit.

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, the member for Unley Once again, that is an amendment that was moved by the
wants to know what was raised in the deadlock conferenceapposition in the Legislative Council. What | gave a commit-
The member might not want to know, but the member forment to in the conference, and what | flagged when we
Unley wants to know. Just let him have his moment in thantroduced this legislation, was that, as a concept, we are not
sun. Let us go through each of these individually so that thepposed to this, and we have been examining this matter and
member for Unley can be brought up to speed on theswill continue to closely examine it. | have also given an
individual issues that were raised in the deadlock conferencendertaking that | am happy to have discussions with the
Again, | want to acknowledge that the member for Lightmember for Light, because what we want to work on and
played a very constructive role in the deadlock conferencejetermine is what is the correct speed limit above the speed
as did his colleagues. limit where we set a higher penalty.

The conference deliberated on, basically, eight or nine | cannot remember the exact figures, and | know that the
outstanding issues, and we did these in numerical order, natember for Unley does not want me to mislead the house, but
necessarily in the order of importance. The first item that we know that a certain state is pitched at 25 km/h above, and
dealt with during the deadlock conference was the report ohthink one of the territories is pitched at 30 km/h above—or
the operation of the act after two years, and we agreed to ivice versa; | just cannot recall off the top of my head. We
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need to do some serious work to arrive at what is the corredtronger and goes beyond the amendment that he moved. It
figure and, when | introduced this legislation, from day onetakes account of the work being done by the Road Safety
| flagged our intention to look seriously at this as a conceptAdvisory Council, which is chaired by the Hon. Sir Eric Neal
We do not disagree with it. | appreciate that the deadlocland which, of course, has a range of stakeholders.
conference has accepted my commitment that we will do That council will report to me. I just cannot remember all
some further work on this matter. So, that one is out as welthe details off the top of my head, but | have agreed to bring
The next item relates to unmarked police cars not stoppingll that detail back to the parliament so that the parliament
drivers to test for alcohol. That amendment was moved by thean share in that work. The member for Light, others and |
opposition in the Legislative Council, and | think a numberagreed to this before we went into the deadlock conference,
of worthwhile points were made. Perhaps the strongest poirtitut advice from the Clerk of the Legislative Council (Mrs Jan
that was made, which made an impression on me, is that thi3avis) was that the best and quickest way to facilitate this
could be interpreted as a de facto mobile RBT and, despiteamendment was to go into deadlock conference, and that is
the fact that the government believes in mobile RBTs, this isvhat we did.
not meant to be a de facto mobile RBT. Some other issues An honourable member interjecting:
have been raised, with respect to which | think further work  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | can do so if any honourable
needs to be done, regarding unmarked cars. Some good poimtember so wishes. Again, the member for Light, others and
were made by the members for Fisher and Light, the Honl. deliberated on two very minor drafting issues before we
Caroline Schaefer, the Hon. Terry Cameron and others, anglent into the deadlock conference. There was full consensus.
the government needs to do some work on that. So, th&vo very minor drafting issues were raised by parliamentary
opposition’s amendment in the Legislative Council on thatounsel, and we were able to clean those up very quickly in
matter stays in. The next item relates to cameras. Howevethe conference. Everyone agreed to them. | do not know

before | move on that one, | think— whether | can lay my hands on them quickly. Have | given
An honourable member interjecting: members enough?
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, | would not have taken An honourable member interjecting:
any length of time if | had not been asked. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: Not necessarily. Have |
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: satisfied your call?
The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: | thank the member for West Mr Brindal interjecting:
Torrens. The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: No? Give me an indication.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! There seems to be general concurrence around the chamber

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: It was indicated to me by that enough information has been provided. Hopefully, that
someone in the conference that a point that | made during thie the case but, if there is not enough information, 1 am happy
debate on the second reading (or in committee, | am not tom take any further questions. | look forward to any indepth
sure; it was not pointed out to me at the time) was that, ifjuestions from the member for Unley and/or any other
someone is pulled over for an infringement—speeding, omembers around the chamber.
whatever the case may be—they could not be breath tested. Mr BRINDAL: Quite wrongly | thought that | detected
That is not the case, and | would certainly like to acknow-a note of sarcasm in the minister’s voice. | know that would
ledge that. Once that was highlighted to me during thenot have been characteristic of him. | thank the minister for
conference, | certainly, on behalf of the government, said thahat explanation. Because he has now explained to the house
I was happy with the amendment moved by the Liberal Party—and, | hope, other members—am satisfied with the
in the Legislative Council, and | would like to apologise for explanation and wish the bill well. | repeat my first point that
the comment that | made in this house during that debaté.do not think it is unreasonable that, when we have a
Certainly, l would like to acknowledge—I cannot rememberdeadlock conference, we do have some sort of report, such
who it was— as the minister just gave us, and I thank him.

An honourable member: Caroline. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | will be very brief. | am glad

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: We think it was the Hon. that we have resolved this bill but | do have a point | want to
Caroline Schaefer who pointed that out to me during thenake to the minister and to members opposite. One proposi-
conference, and | thank her for doing so. | certainly apologiséion put forward by the opposition during the process of this
for the mistake | made during the debate. That was the adviaebate related to retraining drivers who had committed
| had received but, clearly, it was wrong. | thank theoffences and, in particular, looking at a system which used
Hon. Caroline Schaefer for bringing that to my attention. Weto be in place and which required drivers to attend compul-
had a good discussion about the amendment that related $ory training, including movies of car accidents, and so on,
cameras not being concealed. The member for Light made order for them to continue driving.
some good points during the deadlock conference, as did his | remember attending one of these sessions voluntarily.
colleagues and the member for Fisher and the Hon. Terrgome pretty horrific movies were shown of great carnage and
Cameron, and | have given a commitment to look at thet brought home to me, as a teenage driver, just how horrific
research. The Hon. Terry Cameron highlighted the poinand possible it was to face death and carnage on the road.
about overseas research, as did the member for Light and tiost young drivers do not see these things and exposing
member for Fisher. We need to look at and take account dhem to it is a shock tactic, but | think it is effective. | was
that. | certainly will take that on board and look forward to disappointed that this bill has come back to us from the upper
having some discussions with the member for Light in respediouse—after being resolved in deadlock—without that being
of that matter. So, that one is out. incorporated. | suggest to the minister that he might like to

The last amendment, relating to a speed camera advisorgvisit that aspect.
committee, was moved by the Hon. Nick Xenophon. The | know that proponents against the proposition would
government came forward with an amendment (and nargue that it is too horrific, that it is too shocking, but the
disrespect is directed at the Hon. Nick Xenophon) that igproblem with these young drivers is not that they do not have
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the skills to drive but that they lack the maturity and aware-worth $20 million or $30 million extra to open to be commit-

ness to understand that they are driving a lethal machingéed to without even a cabinet discussion or approval of that
Maybe its time to go back to some tried and true methods wenove. As has became obvious in the last couple of weeks,
used in the 1960s and 1970s to see whether or not they withany members of the media know more than some govern-
work again in some modified form. | am happy that the billment ministers about what is going on or what was to come

has been passed. out in the budget.
Motion carried. In the lead-up to the budget we heard a lot of Labor’s pre-
budget leaks. Labor’s spin on the budget was tricky and
SELECT COMMITTEE ON GENETICALLY sometimes too cute by half. It became a bit of a circus.
MODIFIED ORGANISMS Figures were wrong; old projects were reannounced; and a

o few journalists were sold a pup. However, | do not blame
The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Industry, Trade them because some of the projects were announced not six

and Regional Development)i move: months ago but two years ago. So, we have to excuse them
That the time for the bringing up of the report of the committeefor not having remembered that some of these projects had
be extended to Monday 14 July 2003. previously been announced.
Motion carried. Only the day before the budget, we heard in a leak that
$280 million would be put into the River Murray by the state.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CROWN LANDS That was too clever by half and very wrong, and | will revisit
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL the commitment of this government to the River Murray. We

also heard the night before the budget that there would be
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and $60 million for child protection. That certainly has not been
Conservation): 1 bring up the final report of the committee, backed up by the budget documents. Another leak was that,

together with minutes of proceedings and evidence. for the third time, money was announced for new fire trucks,
Report received. which has been decreased from $9.78 million last year to
$9.33 million in this year's budget, and the trucks have still
APPROPRIATION BILL 2003 not been ordered. It will be about three years from when their
purchase was first announced until we see the trucks for the
Adjourned debate on second reading. first time. And how a three year delay saves half a million
(Continued from 29 May. Page 3265.) dollars is a mystery.
Then the Treasurer—the man who has the moral fibre to
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): | break his promises and is proud of it—delivers another round

rise to reply to the second Foley budget that was broughéf broken promises. The government said that Labor’s
down last week. | must say that the general theme is that financial strategy would not require any increases in existing
has no vision. It is a very pessimistic budget. If you look atgovernment taxes and charges or any new taxes and charges.
the predictions that lie within it, you see that it is pessimistic.But the Premier does not know how to keep his promises and,
Itis anti-jobs. It talks about fewer jobs—a slowdown in thewhile a federal Liberal government delivered tax cuts, the
rate of growth of jobs. If one looks through the budget, onePremier and Treasurer have to live with a massive tax slug
sees that it is preparing South Australia for something of and across-the-board increases for all South Australians.
slowdown, which we need not have had if we did nothave a The new Rann water tax of $30 per year per household
‘do nothing’ government. It was quite ironic to hear theand $135 per year for commercial properties (and that
minister for the environment take one more step towardshcludes clubs, schools and businesses) should be con-
cleaning up one of the messes that the government made laiimned. It is a flat tax, regardless of income. A flat tax is not
year with regard to the broken promise on crown lands. It isnly inequitable for people on different levels of income, but
abit of a celebration in trying to fix up one of the messes tha is also difficult to see how that sends any message about the
arose out of last year's budget, which we are still working onamount of water that people should use. Surely, if they are
This budget, like last year’s budget, is a budget of brokemyoing to impose this broken promise tax, it should be on the
promises. From what | can gather, it is also a budget wittbasis of how much water is used to create some disincentive
which Labor backbenchers are quite unhappy. It furtheto leave taps running. Itis a cynical exercise, and smoke and
divides the haves and have-nots, not just within themirrors, and we might wonder what other levies we will see
community but also, importantly for us, those within the imposed in the future. This is a stunt, because the government
Labor caucus. Last year, Kris Hanna left the Labor Party irknows that people are concerned about the river, and it has

disgust— worked on that and used it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will  There is a great deal of concern at the moment about child
refer to the member for Mitchell by the name of his elector-abuse, but does that make it okay to put on a levy (a new tax)
ate. to raise money for that? Funding for the River Murray had to

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Last be in the budget, because we were already committed to the
year, the member for Mitchell left the party in disgust. In abuy-back of allocations. But, instead of committing govern-
significant burst of brutal honesty, he made a couple of pointment funds, the Premier put his hand in the taxpayers’
about the leadership of the government as he departed. Heckets and made South Australians pay again. Itis a cynical
said that there were three bullies running the state and that tleercise which has allowed this government to make no extra
cabinet and caucus were not getting enough say in what thieternal allocations for the buy-back which could have saved
government was doing; that there is a preoccupation with thitne budget moneys that they had already promised and
media and that things are all about the best headline, nabmmitted to.
about what is right or what is consistent with Labor princi- Despite the rhetoric, the Rann government has not
ples; and that the party has a hierarchy which allows bridgesommitted millions of extra dollars to the River Murray.



Monday 2 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 3289

There is a total lack of commitment, and they are not willingAnyone who can use a calculator and has half a financial
to put one extra Treasury dollar towards the Murray. On topnind will understand that it is absolute rubbish. This
of that, not only is there no extra money, but also over the laggovernment did not face an $8 billion debt like that which the
few months the Minister for the River Murray came backLiberal government had to face, and there is a minimum of
from the Murray-Darling Ministerial Council and said that $150 million which you can put down just to bracket creep.
this government was committed to the buy-back of waterSo, what we can effectively call bracket creep is $150 million
However, we now see that the only extra money that will gcextra, and | argue that that is structurally an increase in the
towards the river is what will come out of the Rann water taxtax take, and that is why putting on the extra 3.9 per cent this

So, they promised money out of the budget or Treasuryear was just not necessary. It was an opportunity, when the
and they have saved that money. They have shown a totgbvernment is taking so much extra from South Australians,
lack of commitment by saving the money that they committedo stop and look at the tax take, and stop building the war
for the buy-back by raising a tax and saying, ‘That will go chest which this Treasurer seems to be intent on putting
towards the Murray.” So, it is actually a pull-back. Add to together to fight the next election.

that the disgraceful situation whereby the Minister for the wjith nearly $600 million extra going into government
Environment and his department have withdrawn $10 milliorcoffers this year, the government had an opportunity to give
from the Lower Murray irrigation scheme. What sort of some back. The government had a golden opportunity to
message does that send upstream? We have a governmgijakease concessions for pensioners and self-funded retirees.
which says, ‘The water users of South Australia can pay arhese two groups have really suffered badly from the taxing
extra $20 million a year, but there is not one extra cent fronpolicies and from the increases we have seen in property
us; and we are going to save $10 million on a project to helgalues, and it was a perfect opportunity to give something
save the River Murray.” The message that that sends umyack to those people who have had a hell of a role in building
stream is totally the wrong one. They might say that Southhe state and making it what it is—and the government let it
Australians are committed; they are committed to paying &o. Concessions could have been provided in respect of
new tax. However, at the end of the day this government wilklectricity, council rates, water, sewerage rates, third party
put less money towards the river over the next few years thaipsurance premiums—all those areas of windfall for govern-
was already committed to. That should be condemned and ifient. Those opportunities were missed and ignored and the
an absolute disgrace. Treasurer has said to self-funded retirees and others, ‘Bad
Thatis not the only new tax: there is more. Labor has haglick! I'll keep these taxes on, and the fact is that he can.
amajor windfall gain in revenue of nearly $200 millioninthe | ofer to the Rann car slug. In the past 12 months the cost

past 12 months and is now punishing South Australians with¢ rnning an average vehicle increased by $85 a year. A lot
extra taxes and charges. It was an ideal opportunity for g¢ tamjlies have two cars, so it will cost an extra $170 per
government in this state, with a windfall, to give some re“efannum. Many people have and need two cars. Itis not a great
to the people of South Australia. Because those extra taxeS‘IUxury to have two cars. The Rann training tax, as the
the $200 million—did not fall out of the sky: that $200 mil- o mper for Unley knows, has been increased by 50 per cent
lion came from the taxpayers of South Australia, throughy, apprentices and trainees. An apprentice hairdresser will
paying property taxes and whatever. So, when you have g,y 4 extra $160 a year in Rann training tax. Pity help those
$200 million windfall, to whack on another $22 million in \yh4 have two cars and three hairdressers in the family! Then
increases in taxes and fees and an extra $20 million in & Neigre are the Rann gas hikes: gas prices are set to increase by
tax is a missed opportunity to restructure the tax base of thig g per cent or $24 for the average household—after a 6 per
state. . cent increase last year. Both those increases are well ahead
The Treasurer has gone to great lengths over time {g¢ cp|. poes anyone detect that the government might be
assure us that the additional revenue streams are a O”e'%ﬁlowing high risés in gas in its first two years so that in the

By saying that they are a one-off, he is saying that we cannqig; couple of years it can then claim credit for the fact that
count on them next year. | ask people to think about that. |,q prices have not gone up very much?

o e does ot e stn T SO CEONET s abulnce e reseoingase by 17. prcent
gets told what is going on and he has no understanding of it—W itci)1 r\l/f/)hiclplori\:gvP?emaiIgP%ns?ifieZ e\(/aer' thpigr C;Qe’ VSe?(rrrE)l\JNa
but, if you stop and think about it for a moment, there may, v o m thev will affect J ything )
be a slowing in property values which will slow growth. y ) )
What has happened is a structural change, and they have not 1 he Hon. Dean Brown: And the hospitals.
addressed bracket creep. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: And the hospitals as well. So a
In last year's budget the government increased the stantjjt of it goes around and they take more out of the health
duty payable on conveyances, and in this budget it haBudget to prop up the ambulance service. All government
increased the cost of mortgages. So, the government has ritarges are up by 3.9 per cent. We know what that covers and
only wrecked the benefit of those increased values but it hdswas the perfect opportunity for this government to say,
also put extra taxes on top, and there is now a structuraEnough is enough—we're making a couple of hundred
windfall every year ahead. There might not be the growth, butnillion extra elsewhere; we'll give you a tiny bit of relief and
there is a structural windfall, because people are in a highdtot collect that $22 million’
bracket. That $150 million will be there every year. If the In the middle of a housing boom, stamp duty on mort-
price of property slows, that $150 million to $200 will still gages on all nhon-owner occupier homes will increase from
be there: it will just mean that it will not be $300 million 35¢ per $100 to 45¢ per $100. With property values going
extra. like they have been, mortgages are higher (for anyone who
So, when the Treasurer says that, | have no doubt that hi;yderstands any logic), and to go from 35¢ to 45¢ is an
advice from Treasury is that he should not count that asinnecessary slug and rubs salt into the wound. That is yet
money he will get in future years; but that is absolute rubbishanother broken promise by anyone’s measure, and yet again
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that increase in values is a bigger windfall for thewhetherthe Premier will sack him straight away or just work
government. on it, but it is a disgrace.

On top of that, as well as the increase in taxes and charges, For a minister to stand up here and defy the Premier, who
there are cuts—and plenty of them. In transport—and theromised a regional development impact statement, and
member Mount Gambier should note this—with theopenly tell us that he did not do one, he really has lost the
$10 million South-East rail project, the section from plot. The minister has a lot of problems, but we will wait and
Wolseley to Bordertown has been completely cut. It gotsee. We hope to see regional developmentimpact statements.
difficult because someone walked away. It got difficult, soDespite the Premier promising that they would all be made

the money is gone. public, even under FOI we have been refused them. | am not
The Hon. R.J. McEwen:It's still in the fund. sure whether they do not exist or whether there is a good
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | take the minister's word forit. excuse, but we are yet to see one.

I will join the member for Mount Gambier in hoping it is still I now refer to law and order—and | welcome the former

there and put him on notice that he should ask the Treasuretinister for police, who lost this portfolio. The minister, who
about that one. Over four years, $7.7 million has been cuboked very sad about losing it, has not been as bad as the
from bus services, and we suspect that 211 people will be ciremier and the Attorney-General ranting and raving about
from the Department of Transport, on top of what thisbeing tough on law and order. There have been plenty of
Minister for Transport has already done to regional andexclusives and front pages but fewer resources. It does not
outback areas, which has really put tourism and people whadd up. We saw taxpayers’ money going into TV ads saying
live in the outback at some risk. And he talks about roachow tough they were on law and order, and that probably
safety! In the transport portfolio we also find another examplénelped, but it is an absolute joke. We have been told that we
of the politics of spite—another levy on an industry doingwill have no extra police officers over the next three years.
well. Last year we saw the hotel industry hit. We said at thaVe have heard about new police stations today: the problem
time that the fishing industry was doing well and that theis that there are no new police. | do not know whether we will
government would probably look at it next. What hashave empty stations at the end of the day but, as with health,
happened? It has come up with a levy on the fishing industrya lot of things do not add up. We have had a good look at the
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: budget and there is some money extra for law and order—
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The Treasurer probably wants = The SPEAKER: Order! This is confusing: Hansard is not
to rewrite his election promises. With the new tax on thesure who the leader is. However, one thing is certain, and |
fishing industry, how have we got money out of an industryreassure them that it is not the Minister for Government
that is doing all right? It has ignored the marine scale sectdEnterprises.
and looked at the rest of the commercial fishing sector. What The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, sir, and the opposi-
is a good way of raising a tax? It has gone on the length of théon collectively sighed with relief when you pointed that out.
boat. The government will put a tax on the length of the boatThe additional funding in law and order—and let us remem-
It has ignored several things: first— ber this government’s priorities—is for enterprise bargaining
An honourable member interjecting: agreements and car fleets. So, | do not know what happened
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, that size does matter. The to the Premier’s priority of extra police, because it seems to
member for Davenport should be attributed with that. Sizénave been lost.
does matter—it costs you more! The government has ignored The government does not seem to know where it is going
a couple of things. If anyone has been affected more thawith crime prevention. Last year, the government announced
anyone else in South Australia by the SARS virus it is thepre-budget (one of the early leaks) a half a million dollars
fishing industry. The tourism industry and the fishingadditional funding for crime prevention programs. The
industry have both been hit, but the fishing industry has beeAttorney-General had just been to Port Lincoln to talk to
hit very hard by the SARS virus. Let's get them while they’rethem, and, when he returned, he announced that he would
down and whack a tax on them! The fear about this tax is thagive them an additional half a million dollars for crime
it is a tax to pay for jetties, levied on those who use themprevention programs.
Unfortunately, the government did not know that a lot of the  Unfortunately, | think that was something that had been
fishing industry does not use jetties but uses marinas thatleyed in 12 months before and should never have gone out.
has paid to build. Many are not using jetties, but will be facedThey therefore apologised and said, ‘Sorry, we are not
with a jetty levy. That will make a big difference; in some actually increasing funding for crime prevention programs;
areas of the state it will cost jobs. it was a mistake.” What they did not say at the time (but
Today we asked the minister whether or not he consultedhich they told us when the budget was announced) was that
and whether he had done one of the much talked abotley were actually reducing funding by $800 000 to
regional development impact statements that accomparmgommunity crime prevention programs, and that was
every decision that affects regional South Australia. Yebasically half the funding. We have since seen the remainder
another core promise of the government was that no decisiatisappear. Despite a lot of rhetoric on crime prevention, we
that affected regional areas would be made without a regionalave seen the devastating removal of crime prevention
development impact statement, which would be releasegrograms within our local communities. Once again, this is
publicly and everyone would get a chance to have a say oa Labor priority that has well and truly been put to question
it—a fantastic process. We are yet to see one here. Every ohg the rhetoric not being matched by financial commitment.
was to be released publicly and we would all sit down and As we saw during question time today, despite the
read these things. To this day we have not seen one regiordletoric, health and education have actually been allocated a
development impact statement, and the minister stood in thiswer percentage of total spending than that allocated in the
place today and admitted not only that there had been nlast Liberal budget. | do not think that should be lost on
consultation on the new tax but also that there was nanyone. If you look at total spending and break it down into
regional development impact statement. 1 do not knowhe pie chart of the percentage allocated to various areas, you
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will see that, if as it claims this government had a higherfor health but also for education. If you compare the
priority than the last government for health and education, ifreasurer’s own ‘Budget at a glance’ document to the
would increase the share that those two portfolios receivesituation two years ago, it is obvious that health and educa-
from the budget. However, that has not happened: in bottion are reduced priorities for this government.
cases, we have seen a reduction in the priority of the South This government promised that it would provide more
Australian government for health and education. teachers and better schools when it came to power and not
Under the Liberals, 24.7 per cent of the budget was spemtduce the size of the budget pie for education. The meagre
on health, and under Labor this has been decreased iacreases announced in the budget will see real cuts to
24.1 per cent. Some would say that that is not a massivechools and preschools. There is only an additional
figure, but it represents a lower priority. It basically means$52 million funding, while salary costs alone will increase by
that there will be longer waiting lists with people having to $63 million.
wait longer for a whole range of basic treatments, accident The government’s deal last year with the teachers’ union
and emergency services battling, and a whole range of issuggeans that extra money required for salary increases will
that will blow out. The increases of about $125 million will soak up all the additional funding in addition to about another
not even keep up with inflation. That is some priority! $11 million. The government priority is obviously to please
The last federal budget added an extra $33.4 million tahe union and not to provide better education.
South Australia’s public hospitals, but the problem is thatthe = Some of the big cuts are already obvious in capital works
Rann government has to commit the same increase ifor education, which has been reduced by $16 million. In
funding. The generational health review promotes removin@002, the commitment was $97.4 million; in 2003,
more than $100 million a year from public hospitals. The 15$71.234 million; and in 2004, $54.934 million. It is a
bed intensive care unit and the eight bed coronary care unitorrying trend. We could be in the negative by about 2007
at the Lyell McEwin Health Service was part of the unless the Treasurer changes his priorities.
$87 million redevelopment of the hospital, which, again, was There are some new projects in key seats, such as Mount
initiated by the former Liberal government. However, theGambier, Fisher, Norwood, Light, Mawson and Stuart.
Rann government has provided enough funds to open onklowever, many new works from 2003 have been carried
10 intensive care beds by December this year. The Rarforward, and the education capital budget is about $7 million
government has failed to commit funds to the staffing ofunderspent. Under the Liberal’s plan, many of these projects
those beds, so that creates a real problem for the hospitalwould have been finished and in operation by now. Some
Further, there is no money to employ intensive carenembers would have heard the member for Reynell’s
medical or cardiac specialists, extra nursing staff or specialigirievance debate speech when she criticised new capital
intensive care nursing staff, or indeed to upgrade the skills afvorks in schools and said that the money should be spent on
existing nursing staff. We have a new intensive care unit, butnaintenance. | am not too sure whether she is unhappy with
no staff and no patients. It reminds me of tfes, Minister ~ the budget or whether she has a very different perspective of
television series of a few years ago. | think the Treasurer isshat education should be about and how governments should
trying to do exactly the same thing. There has been ngpend their money.
commitment to provide funds to open the eight new coronary Funding for extra teachers and counsellors has gone to
care beds, either. selected schools only. The Futures Connect program, which
Stages 2 and 3 of the redevelopment of the Queewas meant to accompany the introduction of the increased
Elizabeth Hospital, which again was initiated by the Liberalsschool age, will not be funded until 2004. That is one year too
have been dumped for at least 12 months. late for those who are 16 years old this year.
The Hon. Dean Brown: For two years. We have heard much about decreased class sizes, but the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: For two years, the previous budget does not contain any details about the number of
minister says. The Rann government has allocated onlgtudents enrolled from reception to year 12. The budget
$900 000 towards a $60 million project. This is the seconduggests that this is not available because a new statistical
year that this project has been announced without angnodel is being developed. We have heard that before. Here
building work being done. Labor said that it would be we go with retention rates all over again, | would think. Just
completed in 2007, but not a dollar has been spent so faput out a new formula so that you cannot be judged against
Because of these delays, the cost has blown out bgrevious performance. As the government drops its priority,
$19 million and the completion date is six years away. these sorts of things suffer and, if you use the old formulas,
And what a mess this government has made of rurat will be far too obvious. | suggest that the deliberate
health. Rural South Australians receive fewer health dollarsoncealment of diminishing enrolments in government
per capita than metropolitan residents and, as a result, hagehools may well be the issue. Do we have more teachers or
poorer health outcomes. Rural hospitals have reduced accgast fewer students is probably the question that should be
to modern equipment, have limited budgets, and find it harésked.
to attract doctors. Once again, we have seen funding for Between 1991 and 2002, the number of commonwealth
country health services increased by what the Treasuréunded residential aged-care beds in South Australia in-
would call a generous 1.7 per cent. That is not enough everreased by 1 204. On 23 April, the Prime Minister announced
to cover inflation, let alone salary increases. that the commonwealth would provide state and territory
We heard the same rhetoric about education being governments with up to $42 billion under the Australian
priority of the Labor government, but the budget shows thathealth care agreements for 2003 to 2008. South Australia can
again, this has not been backed up by the government sperekpect to receive over $3.5 hillion during the life of the agree-
Under the Liberals, 25.2 per cent of the budget was spent aments (an increase of more than $800 million), but only if the
education, but under Labor this has decreased to 24.3 pBann government will at least match the rate of growth and
cent. Thatis a real measure of priority. There is no doubt thadeliver on commitments under the agreement. On the
the former Liberal government had a higher priority not onlyTreasurer’s current form, that is unlikely to happen.
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For those worried about the government’s lack offorum was that we needed to triple exports in the next 10
leadership or vision, this year’s capital investment statementears. That was the key to attracting investment in this state
says it all. This is a slow government. It reviews, procrasti-so that all the other industries, non-export industries, could
nates and moves at a snail’s pace. Labor has underspent iosper and employ people, who would be paying taxes to
capital works budget this year by about 23 per cent, othis Treasurer, making the place tick over and making it
$104 million, and we must bear in mind that these projectionsvork.
are based on a generous prediction. So, by the end of the year, It was recognised as a key building block to continued
when the real figures are released, that may be more likeconomic growth and stability. However, the government just
$140 million or $150 million. The Treasurer is sitting on the does not understand that this does not happen on its own,
money. Out of that amount, about $10 million for humanwhich is pretty sad. By way of a history lesson, the govern-
services and $7 million for education is unspent that we knownent saw that the Liberal government tripled exports over the
about currently, but no doubt both those figures will belast 10 years, so it thinks, ‘If they can do it, so can we.’
higher. In short, the capital investment statement showklowever, this government does not understand much at all.
sllppage after slippage for schools and hospitals as followd//hen we came to power in late 1993, industry in the regional

the QEH redevelopment—a two-year extension; areas of South Australia had been ignored for a decade, which
Murray Bridge Hospital—a three-year extension; meant that they were not performing as they should. People
Renmark Hospital—12 months late; were trying very hard, but the performance did not match the

the Margaret Tobin Mental Health Unit—approximately effort, because the government would not play its role and
a 12-month extension on the time of delivery of theignored them totally. By late 1993, they started to work hard

project; and set some goals as to where we were going with exports,
the mental health unit at the Repatriation Generahow we would grow this economy, and how we would catch
Hospital—two years late; and up. We had a Labor government that thought that a growth

the SACOSS children’s facility to meet high supportin exports of 1 to 3 per cent was pretty good, but it does not

needs of children in the care of the minister—delayed bywork like that.

12 months. We recognised that regional South Australia had been
If the children’s facility is not a high priority at the moment, ignored and that exports were underperforming. At the time,
I do not know what is, but we have seen another 12 monththe regions were suffering enormous unemployment. There
slip by. However, one area will not suffer much slippage:was much underutilised infrastructure (most of which had
tourism. | invite everyone to look at the budget and see whabeen built by previous Liberal governments) which industries
is listed in the capital works program. Tourism is obviouslycould grow into and which gave an opportunity for them to
one of our key growth industries, and the governmentxpand. The Treasurer’s attitude is to leave everything to the
allocated $3.222 million to the 2003-04 capital worksprivate sector, but this will not create quick growth. Six or
program. It was asked whether or not the minister turned upight weeks ago, | was in the South-East, where the big
at the bilaterals. It looks as though the Treasurer absolutelgroblem is that people are starting to make strategic invest-
got his way. ment decisions not to go ahead with development because

The capital investment statement shows three items in thibey feel as though no-one will work the industry that they
tourism portfolio: the Convention Centre (which has wonare setting up, whether it be vineyards or any other business.
great praise and was put there by the Liberal governmeni)hey are not willing to take the chance that they might not be
receives $3.082 million; the Entertainment Centre receiveable to get a labour force.
$130 000 for gradual improvements; and the Tourism The problem is housing. We realised that when we were
Commission scores a marvellous $110 000. You have to sag government, so we put aside $20 million to use strategical-
that the government has obviously given up on tourism. ly to try to pick up on that market failure, where the private

However, if you look at what has happened to regionakector was not increasing housing at anywhere near the rate
South Australia under this government, you see that theeeded—not just to grow regional South Australia but to
trickery continues. We saw the Premier announce (and it wagrow our economy, to give us exports to grow this economy
written up as a major win for the arts) that he was going taand this state, and to provide jobs.
put half a million dollars into regional theatres. When we Major demands are now being placed on gas, water,
were in government we announced a program of $7.2 milliorelectricity, roads, boat ramps, air strips, and so on. When |
to refurbish those theatres. That amount has disappeared bagis in the South-East, the discussions centred around how
into Treasury, and we now have a new announcement afie, as members of parliament—
$500 000 (which was lauded) for work in country theatres. Ms THOMPSON: | rise on a point of order, sir. The
Those theatres, in which there was to be such a terrifieader seems to have forgotten the standing order requiring
investment, which was welcomed and regarded as verhat he address the chair.
important by those communities, will receive half a million ~ The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): Order!
dollars instead of $7.2 million. The results are showing:There is no point of order. | point out to the member for
people are tripping up on threadbare carpets, and there are Reynell that both leaders have an opportunity that other
handrails for aged people—issues about which every countmpembers do not. However, | also point out that the member
member is approached. for Reynell should address the chair when she is speaking.

This government has also shown contempt for economic The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Is the member trying to suggest
development within regional South Australia. The budget ighat | should start again? | think that the honourable member
not consistent with the framework for economic developmenis pretty upset about something. It became very evident that
that was released by the Economic Development Board ithere was enormous potential in the South-East. However, we
May 2003, and it certainly in no way reflects the sentimentsieed a government that will facilitate. It is not necessarily
that were expressed in this house at the Economic Growtabout throwing heaps of money at the problem: it is about
Summit. The key point that was agreed by participants of thgblaying a role. In the case of health and education, where
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there is market failure, the government has a role to providéhat. He is never going to back another winner. If you do not
health facilities and to educate. When there is market failureack winners, there will be no winners, things will slow down
and industry is not growing, the government has a roleand we will go backwards.

Sometimes it is just facilitation, sometimes the Treasurer has The business community is starting to realise that this
to put his hand in his long pocket and get out a couple ofjovernment has said lots but done nothing but cut the very
dollars and do something. It has become obvious that theqgrograms designed to facilitate our future growth. I am
is market failure and the Treasurer needs to address thaalking about major export growth, with exports targeted to
otherwise we risk a falling off in our growth and export ripple, but which industry in which regions? Nothing is said
income. about that. The government talks about tripling exports, but

However, two days later, the Treasurer followed me tdat makes no mention of which industries are going to do it,
Mount Gambier (he got a far better welcome than the Premidrow they are going to do it without any infrastructure or how
did on Friday), and when he was asked about what he wakey are going to do it without labour.
going to do about the shortage of labour, the shortage of On average, South Australia’s percentage of exports that
housing and some of the infrastructure issues in the Soutltome from regional areas is about double that of the rest of
East, he said it was nothing to do with the government, thaf\ustralia. If any state cannot afford to turn its back on what
it is for the private sector to sort out. He is not interested. is going on in the growth of export industries, it is this state.

The Treasurer was present here right throughout thé/e are so highly reliant on it, so for this government to turn
economic forum, but | do not think he listened, because thosiés back makes absolutely no sense. The government must
people were begging the government to do something. Thagalise the absolute priority it should be putting on this sector,
said that the government had sat on its hands and dormecause itis that sector that is making the economy tick. That
nothing for 12 months; that departments are doing nothings the growth area that has brought in the money, and it is
waiting for a new direction. It became perfectly clear that thenow starting to tell in the property market and other invest-
Treasurer was too busy prancing around to sit down anthent areas. Export is the funnel that brings seed money into
listen to what the people within that forum were saying. Theythe state.
want some action from this government, but it has stopped. This cannot happen unless government is prepared to do
Itis frozen. It is not willing to do anything. its bit. All we have seen happen is successful and necessary

When one looks at what is happening in regional Souttprograms cut. The $20 million regional housing strategy has
Australia, where the export growth has been coming from andisappeared, leaving many regional areas with huge housing
which in turn affects the whole state, it becomes obvioushortages. Without housing, there is no extra labour and,
where itis falling down. If you say that government does nowithout labour, we jeopardise losing investment and potential
have a role, you should ask yourself some questions. Whegrxport dollars. We recognise that there is a role for govern-
would the aquaculture industry in this state be if it were notment in other areas where there is market failure such as
for government intervention? Ten years ago we had theducation and health, so why not work out how those other
smallest aquaculture industry in Australia: now we have thareas go ahead, which helps to pay for those other priorities?
largest. If the government had not intervened (and we got iinfrastructure development cannot be left to the private sector
before the Minister for Transport, thank goodness) thealone. It will not work. When there is market failure,
aguaculture industry and those wonderful people who havgovernment has to play a role and that seems to be too hard
made it happen, would not be there. It is just that bit offor this government to understand and certainly too hard for
government help along the way. We put in millions of dollars,it to address.
but we did not have to put in tens of millions, because, as When we left government, the Regional Infrastructure
long as you encourage private investors and they get the sddevelopment Fund had $16.5 million in it. It was sitting there
of support they have had from the member for Flindersto promote projects in regional areas. What | read in this
things will happen. year’s budget is that it is ‘being refocused, with a consequent

The food industry has been going through a real growthieduction in funding—3$2.5 million’. It looks as if the
phase because government and industry have been workifigeasurer has had a dividend of about $14 million out of that.
together. Industry has been doing the hard yards. Th&he budget reveals that, in our last year, we spent
government has been creating the mechanism to get indust®®.3 million on regional development projects. This
players to work together to take on the world in overseagovernment spent less than 10 per cent of that money last
markets, and it has worked. We have been getting expoytear, a total of $814 000.
growth of 30to 40 per cent in the food industry over a  This year’s budget documents show that, in 2001-02, the
number of years. This government does not understand thaterformance indicators confirmed that the Regional Infra-
and it will put it all at risk. structure Development Fund had leveraged $88 million in

Would Roxby Downs be there if we had not defeated theotal project investment. The same papers show that, in
Rann attitude to regional development? If the Premier ha@002-03, the Regional Infrastructure Development Fund
had his way, we would not have that wonderful town ofstrategy has been drafted and the fund is under review. This
Roxby Downs and everything that has flowed from that. Thegovernment has turned to another review, and | think we now
Treasurer would not have such a big smile on his face witthave over 180 reviews. Meanwhile, growth in regional areas
increasing royalties if the Premier had had his way a numbeand, consequently, South Australia’s export performance are
of years ago. being put at risk.

Would motor vehicle exports have grown as wonderfully ~ When it comes to economic development, this government
well as they have if the political parties in this state hadseems to operate under a policy of envy. Whether successful
ignored it, saying that it is up to the private sector? It wouldor not, if it is not a Labor initiative, it is just not any good.
not have happened. Both sides of this house in the past haiany successful economic development programs have now
had the vision to do something for the motor vehicle industrybeen scrapped or sent to eternal—not external—review. The
If the Treasurer follows his rhetoric, there will be no more of Food for the Future program is just one that appears to be at
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risk and, with it, a huge number of export dollars andhouse agrees should be our priorities—health and education.
potential into the future. South Australia has reached beyontihe Treasurer does not agree with that. We can only hope
its traditional raw food export markets and is now growingthat the Premier will have a good look because, hopefully,
way beyond expectations, and that is being put at risk. Théhis might be this Treasurer’s last budget. Until we get rid of
total revenue generated by the industry in 2001-02 increasetis Treasurer and we see a more kind-hearted person sitting
by 18 per cent to reach $9.82 billion, with $2.98 billion—asin the Treasurer’s chair, health and education will suffer. |
good as $3 hillion—being in overseas exports. wish to express how disappointed the Liberals are in the
What does the budget say about future investment by thieudget and to say that we hope for a lot of answers over the
government? Under ‘Variations’, we read in the budgetcoming months.
under the savings category, ‘non-recurring activities as a
consequence of projects having achieved their outcomes— Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): In discussing the 2003-04 South
$32.2 million’. Many of these projects should have beerAustralian budget, | believe it is important to focus on the
continued, or this $32.2 million should be put into newcentral accomplishment of this document, and that is to back
programs to take their place and keep the investment goinigp best intentions on the River Murray with concrete deeds.
in this state. This government has no idea about expof®n 25 February this year, the Premier and Minister for the
growth. Under us it was sitting between 20 per cent andRiver Murray convened a River Murray forum in this
25 per cent: it is now back to 4 per cent and further at risk duéhamber. The purpose of the forum was to confirm the
to the attitude and the policies of the Labor government. commitment of this government to doing our part, as a state,
Under the Liberals, Treasury estimated that unfunded" meeting the challenge of the emerging environmental
superannuation liabilities for June 2003 would be $3.3 billioncatastrophe that is the Murray-Darling Basin. This budget
After just 16 months, the Treasurer has reported that in fougommits an extra $20 million per year to the River Murray,
years this will have blown out to $4.9 billion, and that is onwhich will be funded, in part, by the Save the Murray levy of
top of the WorkCover debacle, which is gradually unfolding$30 for residential ratepayers and $135 per year for non-
month by month. Thanks to the Liberals, debt is manageablégsidential ratepayers. It is a tangible and not insignificant
at about $3 billion. A small amount of the government'sfinancial commitment by the people of South Australia to
surplus should have been put towards paying off the debt: wavert alooming environmental, economic and social disaster.
do not argue about that. But some of it should have beel is a commitment that is not without pain to the citizens of
given back to the South Australian taxpayer, from whom thdhis state, involving, as it does, an increase in the size of their
windfall came. Some of it should have been spent orwater bill. Itis, as | said earlier, the backing of best intentions
hospitals, schools, more police, crime prevention andvith concrete deeds.
infrastructure—many of those stated priorities of this How this contrasts with the best intentions of the Prime
government that have been ignored—just like the governmeminister, Mr John Howard, with respect to the River Murray,
promised that it would. and the complete lack of concrete deeds in the most recent
Labor promised a higher priority for health and educationfederal budget. The Prime Minister has made a public
and there is no doubt that it has not delivered on that. Thdeclaration of his intention to place the health of the Murray-
figures show that they are lower priorities. This is yet anotheParling Basin at the heart of his government’s future plans.
budget of broken promises. It is a mean budget, masked b¥et, in the recent federal budget, a paltry $16.6 million is
the money wasting television advertisements and inaccurat®@mmitted to the basin.
and misleading leaks and pre-announcements. Just like Compounding this parsimonious approach to dealing with
Labor’s first budget, this is a budget of spin and deceptionthe nation’s greatest peace time challenge, the federal
| really hope that over the next couple of months wegovernment saw fit to remove $63 million over two years
receive some answers to the approximately 100 questions tHapm the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality.
remain unanswered from last year and that, as we go into thiEhe National Farmers Federation was so outraged by this
year's estimates, ministers will endeavour to answer theecision that NFF President Peter Corish called on the Prime
guestions that are asked in the house. Alternatively, if it igVlinister to take personal control of the plan ‘and ensure that
beyond their wit, with all their officers sitting around them, the funds get where they are needed as a matter of urgency’.
they should get back to us, as the Premier had promisedhe NFF President’s call is becoming a national chorus. The
within two weeks. It is not acceptable to wait 12 months—predicament of the Murray-Darling Basin is measuring up as
and it is not just the Liberal Party that is waiting; the a national environmental, economic and social disaster of
taxpayers of South Australia also have had to wait 12 monthgnimaginable consequences and should be treated, as Premier
for information that is vitally important to the present and, Rann has stated, as the moral equivalent of a state of war. Yet
indeed, the future of this state. the pleadings of the NFF President and others are falling on
This government promised that there would be no newdeaf ears. Instead of retaining the sandwich and milkshake tax
taxes and charges. It broke that promise. It promised thawts of $4 a week (which is more like a milkshake with malt
health and education would be higher priorities. We have alstax cut), and allocating the resulting $2.4 billion to the serious
seen that promise broken. It is a very disappointing budgetask of returning the Murray-Darling Basin to health, the
The Hon. Mr Foley is a very mean spirited Treasurer whd”rime Minister has done nothing. Like his beloved Robert
does not want to be open and accountable whatsoever— Menzies, when confronted with another national challenge
Members interjecting: to our survival (in Menzies’ case, the potential and then
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: ltis interesting that when | said actual entry of Japan into the Second World War), our current
that he was a mean Treasurer there were howls of approvBrime Minister is unable, unwilling and incapable of rising
from the government benches. There is no doubt thdp the challenge.
members on the government benches agree that this TreasurerThe NFF President’s call to John Howard to take personal
is mean spirited, that he is not open and accountable and thatntrol and make things happen will have as much impact as
he does not believe in the priorities that everyone in thighe pleas to Menzies by the military and industry to place this
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nation on total war footing in the face of rising Japanese In the internationally listed Narran Lakes, flooding
militarism. Instead of taking the decisive action contained irfrequencies have extended from one year in six to as many
this budget of creating a save the Murray levy, the Primes one year in two in just the last five years—outside the life
Minister has resolved, instead, to give us the malted milkeycle of many water birds. lllustrating the severity of the
shake tax cut. Instead of placing the Murray-Darling Basirsituation is the news release issued last Friday by the Minister
at the very head of the federal budget, as we have done for the River Murray in which he alerted the South Australian
South Australia, the Prime Minister has attempted to banishommunity to the fact that this month and next the amount of
this matter to the nether regions of our national consciouswater flowing down the Murray River into South Australia
ness, as Menzies tried to do with Japanese militarism.  will be the lowest in 35 years. There are a number of
In discussing the centrality of the River Murray to this solutions to the environmental challenges confronting the
budget, it is important to understand the economic importancilurray-Darling Basin: one is more efficient irrigation to
of the basin. The basin is home to 11 per cent of Australia'prevent the rise of underlying saline water tables to the
population. It accounts for 40 per cent of the gross value o$urface. Another method, which has had remarkable success
Australia’s agricultural production, which is valued at in in South Australia, is the use of drains and evaporation basins
excess of $10 billion per annum. During periods of droughtfo contain heavily salinated water.
the high profits earned in the irrigation areas are vitally The CSIRO points out that our saline ground water
important for the stability of the national economy. In the fivecontains valuable minerals and industrial chemicals, as well
years to 1996, in which there was a major drought throughowis common salt. New industries set up to extract these
much of northern Australia, 80 per cent of farm profit waschemicals and minerals would save Australia millions of
generated by 2 per cent of landscape, and this was largetiollars in industrial imports and pay the costs incurred in
irrigation areas in the Murray-Darling Basin. setting up these drainage and diversion systems. The salinity
Manufacturing industry within the basin is largely linked audit predicts that dry land areas, in particular the Mallee
to agricultural production, employs over 62 000 people andone of the Murray-Darling Basin, will become the dominant
generates sales of goods produced of over $10.75 billiosource of future salt loads to the River Murray.
annually, which is 6.4 per cent of total Australian output. Current farming systems are inadequate to intercept a
Tourism and recreation, largely water based, generates oviarge percentage of rainfall and reduce the rate of recharge to
$3.5 billion a year for the Australian economy. The Murray-the ground water system. New farming systems will need to
Darling Basin Commission estimates the wider value of thée developed that incorporate perennial deep-rooted vegeta-
basin to the national economy as being much greater—abotion. The Mallee Sustainable Farming Project (a tri-state
$75 billion a year. This supports an estimated 1.5 millionundertaking funded by the Grains Research and Development
jobs, most of them in the cities. Corporation and the Natural Heritage Trust) is investigating
External to the basin, over one million people are heavilynew farming systems for the Murray, apparently with some
dependent on the Murray River for their water supply, notsuccess. All these approaches are necessary to return the
least the people of Adelaide and the Iron Triangle. Will Souttrivers and lands of the Murray-Darling Basin to ecological
Australians be able to continue to rely in the future on thehealth.
Murray River for drinking water, and will the basin, as a  However, they can play only a supporting role to what is
whole, be capable of sustaining a considerable portion of thine central remedy, that is, an increase of flow through the
nation’s economy as it currently does? The answer does naver system. About 60 per cent of the water that would have
look promising. The Murray-Darling Basin rivers are sick. naturally reached the sea is now diverted for agricultural and
The 1999 salinity audit commissioned by the Murray-Darlingurban use and industry. Diversions in the basin have reduced
Basin Commission found that salinity in the river at Morganthe median annual flow to South Australia by 61 per cent, and
will increase by approximately 50 per cent over the nexthe median annual flow through the Murray Mouth is now
50 years, with salinity exceeding the World Health Organisaenly 27 per cent of its natural volume. Inadequate water flows
tion’s desirable level for drinking approximately 40 per centand unseasonal flows caused by dams, weirs and locks have
of the time. given rise to salinity, turbidity, algal blooms, loss of plant
The water needs of approximately 95 per cent of Soutltommunities (such as red river gums), declining numbers of
Australia’s population are met, at least in part, by the Murraynative birds, animals and fish and a loss of natural signals that
River. On average, 45 per cent of Adelaide’s annual watetell native birds, fish, plant and aquatic insects when to breed.
needs are met by diversions from the river, and this can rise The 1995 decision by the Murray-Darling Basin Minister-
to 90 per cent during drought. Three to five million hectaresal Council to place a cap on diversions at 1993-94 levels of
of land will become salinised during the next 100 years to thelevelopment was absolutely necessary if the ecological health
extent that there will be substantial impacts on water qualitypf the basin was not to slip beyond the point of no return. The
agricultural productivity and built infrastructure. These costcouncil now has the difficult task of deciding how much
are estimated at between $600 000 and $1 billion a yeawater will have to be taken from other activities—such as
during the period. irrigation—and returned to the river system for environmental
A flood plain along the South Australian Murray River is purposes. It also has to determine how this additional water
particularly affected, with an estimated 25 000 hectaresvill be obtained. The additional water sought for environ-
salinised of a total area of 100 000 hectares. This is predictedental purposes is described by the Murray-Darling Basin
to increase to about 40 000 hectares, mostly adjacent ©ommission as an ‘environmental flow’ and is defined as
highland irrigation areas. Vegetation and wildlife are‘any river flow pattern provided with the intention of
significantly impaired along 40 per cent of the total rivermaintaining or improving river health’.
length of the basin, and 16 of the basin’s 35 native fish The commission believes that better use of water currently
species are threatened. The Lower Murray River novavailable and new water made available for the environment
effectively experiences drought conditions one year in twaould be employed, namely, modifying floods in the river
whereas, under natural conditions, it was one year in 20. system (in particular, small to medium floods) to increase the
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benefits to the environment by changing how often and when Madam Acting Speaker, | would have to agree, because
they occur, how big they are and for how long they last;this is a budget about broken promises. The now Treasurer,
restoring low flows in parts of the river system where lowwhen he was in opposition, said that there would be no new
flows used to occur naturally; and altering water levels abovéaxes, and he had his hand held over his heart when he was
weirs so that they resemble the natural seasonal changes tsaying this. And what do we have? A double whammy! Not
occurred prior to regulation. only is there a 3.9 per cent increase in fees and charges, and
To be effective, an environmental flow must be timed tonot only has this government been able to reap the benefits
occur in the right season to trigger breeding of plants andf the stamp duty increases that have come out of the
animals; occur often enough and last long enough to allowroperty market boom in South Australia over the last 18
breeding to succeed; be large enough to link the river to itsnonths and an extra $117 million in income that the
flood plains, wetland, billabongs, anabranches, estuaries afideasurer’'s own documents show over and above the forward
the sea; and vary water levels to provide wetlands anestimates, but also it has the increases of 3.9 per cent, as |
riverbanks with wet and dry cycles. As | have said, the majosaid, in fees and charges and, on top of that, this water tax.
iSSUE now Confronting the baSIn |S the hOW and the Where: | think |t W|" be a question for the minister during

how much water for environmental flow and from where?estimates, and | am very interested to know about this water
The council has chosen three annual volumes of 350 gigaax. It will be a tax of $30 on householders and $135 on
litres, 750 gigalitres and 1 500 gigalitres, to service referenc@ommercial premises. | do not have an investment property,
points to start community discussion. _ _ but where does that leave Joe Smith, the private person—and
Only one of these volumes—the larger—is considered bynyone else in this chamber—who has an investment property
environmental experts to be somewhere near adequate to t§gch as a rental property? Do they pay $30 or $135? | would
enormous taSl'( at hanq, and even then the likelihood of thiﬁnagine that they pay $135’ a|th0ugh | stand to be Corrected’
volume returning the river to health is deemed to be onlyput because this is a commercial operation do they pay $30
moderate. The task of recovering the amount of watepr do they pay $1357? If they pay the $135, when the bill
ultimately deemed necessary for returning the river systersomes in, they are going to be ‘Not happy, Jan’. When the
to health, without destroying the financial Vlablllty of the emergency services |evy came in, a humber of pe0p|e could
enterprises and communities within the basin, will besee the sense in having the levy, but when the bill arrived
complex. It will necessitate the development of a system—they had a very different opinion, believe me.
possibly based on the Torrens title system—whereby water The Labor government came into office with their hands

and V\{aterlrlghts can be tradeql thr.ough(.)ut. the basin. held on their hearts saying, ‘We can fund all the previous
This will allow a rationalisation within the overall Liberal government programs and we can fund all the

irrigation in_dustry_with respect to commercial activities that rograms that we have initiated and indicated on coming into
provide a higher financial return on lower water use. By wa; overnment, and we do not need any introduced taxes. We

of e>.<ample, returns per megalitre of water used, based on eed no new taxes and no increases in taxes.’ So, | say that
prqflt 1996-97, range from $1 295 for vegetables, $1 276. fthis is a hypocritical budget, and it is typical of the Lagor
fruit and $600 for grapes, down to a meagre $31 for r'CeParty on coming into government

Considerable financial resources will be required for physical ) .
infrastructure to ensure that the environmental flow does the L€t Us now turn to the forecast growth in the South
job. r;AII fth|hs will recl]ouire a strong finan(;,iarll commitment tl)y Q%Stéﬁg?r?bee?jﬂcs)?]g. v%ﬁiigea;%adtﬁgoég\]/ee ronfnpgrilti:):ssgtljkg]d
each of the member governments of the Murray-Darlin . ' Ll

Basin Ministerial Coun%:il, not the least the gover%ment ofaboutatripling of exports, and the leader’s question is a very

South Australia given our geographic position in the basinY&lid one: where will this tripling occur, when the govern-
gnent itself has forecast a downturn in the estimated growth

The message to which | have confined this speech, h N N Pich i
namely, the setting up of the Save the Murray levy througgt & economy from 3% per cent to 2%2 per cent, which is

this budget, will deliver a clear and unequivocal message t elow the ”f?‘t'ona' average? How can they getup ar_1d say_that
the other members of the council of this government<n€y Will triple exports when the government itself is
determination to force the pace on this matter. This budgefdicating a lower level of growth and, as the Leader of the
backs up best intentions on the River Murray with concreté&PPosition said just a while ago, they have not indicated
deeds, and it is a measure in which all members on this sicRectors where that growth is likely to occur?
of the house can take immense pride. Unlike the federal |find it very interesting because, when the Liberal Party
budget, this budget does not give South Australians a maltegme into government, unemployment was, from memory,
milkshake: instead, it gives us a future. around 10 per cent and it had been at 12 per cent under the
Labor government in 1993, running up to the 1993 election.
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): |riseto speak onthe We, through hard work, developed an export market and
Appropriation Bill. | find it interesting that the member for concentrated on the fact that our economic comparative
Napier has just spent a considerable proportion of his speectvantage in this state is in food production and the vehicle
time talking about the River Murray and, while | acknow- manufacturing area. We have seen the value of the wine
ledge that it is a very important factor in this state’s future,industry absolutely skyrocket in terms of its production, and
I should have thought that, from a government member’shrough encouragement by this government to focus on
point of view, there would be some good things in the budgebverseas exports. We have seen the aquaculture industry
to talk about. But, obviously, there are not, so the member founder the previous Liberal government also develop over and
Napier spent all his time talking about the River Murray. Weabove expectations because the previous Liberal government
had a River Murray bill in this place only a couple of weeksfocused on that export industry. We had the Food for the
ago, and | would have thought we had ample opportunity té-uture plan, and we encouraged people and promoted
talk about it then, but the member for Napier obviouslyoverseas trade delegations to push exports from South
figures that there is nothing to talk about in this budget.  Australia, particularly into South-East Asian markets.
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So, where will exports occur now, because this governhave to crank a bit more in mining royalties out of Western
ment has said nothing? As the Leader of the Opposition saidlining Corporation!
if there is going to be growth in regional development and | welcome the fact that the transport minister is to initiate
regional industries, particularly the wine industry, one of thea program of nine new trams and the refurbishment of the
things you must do is provide housing. We had a huge issuéve old Glenelg trams, which is excellent, but it is coming
with local government approaching the Liberal governmenbut of government funding, so why not a public-private
about this, and we transported people by bus from Millicentpartnership? You would surely expect that, when you have
Naracoorte and other places because there was not adequiaéel 70 indications of interest from the private sector to
housing within those townships. This government is doingsupply these trams, a minister would take account of that and
nothing that | can see to encourage housing development agd down that path and spend private money rather than
the private sector in that area, and to ensure that the congovernment money on this issue. Why has this occurred? We
panies that have established themselves and taken the puveglcomed the announcement, which is very good, but this
getting into the export industry and expanding their businesmoney could have been accessed through the private sector
ses have homes for their workers to live in. So where is thand saved the government money, so that there would have
tripling of exports going to come from? been $56 million to spend on other initiatives within the
We also see that employment growth has been 3.4 per cebtidget or to give some relief to taxpayers, particularly the
over the last few years, yet the downturn in economic growtfself-funded retirees, who will face increased taxes and
predicted by the state government would mean that there witharges through this budget, yet the minister has gone down
not be that continued employment growth, so we can expethe path of government funding.
to see unemployment rise in this state. That is not good for | believe that the union got hold of the minister and said
our state economy and it is not good for young people leavinghat it will not have any private staff on these trams and as a
school. The Treasurer wants to see our economic rating goirrgsult the minister has had to find the money through the state
from AA+ to AAA, but | cannot see how that will happen if budget rather than go out to a private-public partnership.
unemployment rises. Even though there were 70 expressions of interest in the
What is also very interesting in these documents is the fadklenelg trams, that is apparently not acceptable, but when we
that last year the Treasurer chose not to transfer $300 millioimmediately flip over to the Port River crossing we will have
from the SAMIC accounts into the budget accounts. Ofa scheme similar to the BOOT scheme of the previous Liberal
course, that very conveniently created the so-called blac&overnment—a build, own, operate, transfer scheme. It is all
hole for him that was in the previous Liberal government’sright for the private sector to be involved and to build the
budget. A number of economic analysts have refuted thbridges, but it is not all right for the private sector to be
Treasurer’s protestations of last year about a black hole. Burtvolved in the Glenelg tram scheme. | find it very interesting
look in this year's budget papers and you see thaand | can only conclude that the union has put the hard word
$300 million, or thereabouts, transferred into the veryon the minister to say that we will not have private conduc-
accounts that the Treasurer did not transfer them into lasors or drivers on these trams.
year. So, what hypocrisy by this Treasurer to not transfer it The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting:
last year to create a black hole and, this year, when it suits The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Newland
him, to transfer it to make it appear that he has this wonderfudays, it is not good economic practice. But it is good econom-
surplus! It is hypocritical of the Treasurer to undertake thaic practice when you have so many expressions of interest
practice. from people wanting to get involved and supply funding to
There was a very interesting question during question timéhe government. | find it very interesting that the $10 million
today about mining royalties. We note in the budget that therallocated for the South-East rail project is not in this budget.
will be an increase in royalties from 2.5 per cent to 3.5 pett do not know whether it is there sitting in reserve and has
cent. The Treasurer’s statement in answer to the question poéen identified, but it is not in this budget or indicated in any
to him today shows his complete ignorance of this issue. Worward works, so | question what the government will do
have a comparative disadvantage in South Australia foabout the South-East rail project. We know that there were
mining because of about a 300 metre overburden that sitbree expressions of interest. The best one involved
there because South Australia was previously under water avilesfarmers and they withdrew. | have questioned the
sedimentation occurred over millions of years, which meansinister in this house on what he is doing about the other two
that any mining company seeking to discover minerals irexpressions of interest in this project, but we have heard
South Australia first has to drill down through the overbur-nothing. | have the feeling that this will quietly slide off the
den. That is unlike Western Australia, where you have th@rogram and we will see it no more.
massive iron ore fields in the north, with Lang Hancock’s  In the South-East we have the wine industry and the blue
discoveries, and with the coal discoveries in both New Soutlgum industry developing, and in the not too distant future
Wales and Queensland, where there is no overburden tbose blue gums will be maturing and requiring transport to
remove. As a result, we are at a comparative disadvantagdortland or elsewhere, and this rail link will not be built. As
The Treasurer does not understand this, because wharresult, we will have more trucks on the road and there will
mining companies are undertaking their exploration they willbe an increased demand for road infrastructure funding in the
go elsewhere, as itis already hard enough in South Australi@outh-East because the rail link has not been built. | hope |
to explore for new fields. They will say that if they are to payam wrong, but | cannot see it in the budget. Last year the
higher royalties—it is already costing them more to accesBepartment of Transport suffered a cut of over $10 million
these minerals—they might as well go to Western Australian its budget. This year we note a $22 million cut in transport.
or New South Wales to spend their exploration dollars ratheAccording to the budget papers, 170 staff from Transport SA
than undertake mining in South Australia. This is notwill disappear, plus three from the transport planning area;
understood by the Treasurer and is a direct hit at Roxbgix from the Passenger Transport Board (even though the
Downs, which is already established and, therefore, we onlgninister said that if the Passenger Transport Board is



3298 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 2 June 2003

transferred from its current situation to within the departmenthe former Liberal government was 5 580, being the total
no staff changes would occur); and, from TransAdelaide, 3dumber of participants in all employment and in school
will disappear—a total of 211 staff from transport, with a development programs. This year, the estimated result was
$22 million cut in this area. | am very suspicious that the line5 092, which is a fall of 10 per cent. What is even more
in last year's program (allocating some $9 million for worrying is that the target for 2003-04 was:
maintenance on rural roads) has disappeared in this year's subject to the implementation of the accepted recommendations
budget. of the review of employment programs.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: So, for the first time in my memory, we have a budget that

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: As the member for Newland shows not only a decline in outcomes in terms of targeted
says, a lot of lines have disappeared in this budget, anémployment development programs over the two years Labor
| agree. That one has disappeared, and here is a real smakgs been in government but also that it does not even set any
and mirrors trick in that the road safety campaign on whichargets we can measure it against for the following year.
the government is congratulating itself is coming from apresumably, some time after this budget is enacted, the
transfer of works from the rural and arterial roads programgovernment will fix some target which we will not know and,
We are not spending any more money on our roads but we atgerefore, we will be unable to measure its performance next
rebadging that money—taking it out of a roads program angear.
putting it into a road safety program, which does notimprove The cuts are very worrying. There were 2 198 participants
the roads one iota, and we have a deteriorating situation witiy youth programs in the last year of the former Liberal
our roads. government, and the actual estimated result for 2002-03 is

I note that $1 million was cut out of the outback road1 007. If we look at the number of government trainees in
gangs last year and it has not been reinstated. | get repospprenticeships, we will see that there were 419 metropolitan
from our tourism operators and our rent-a-car operators thatainees in 2001-02 and 16 non-metropolitan trainees. The
they will no longer rent cars to travellers going over some ofestimated result for this year is a drop of 20 per cent in
our outback roads because the roads are in such poptetropolitan trainees and 25 per cent in regional trainees.
condition. So, the government has not been seen to put any If we look at the number of persons who completed their
money back into the outback roads program in this budgejovernment trainee and apprenticeships, we find that it is up
and that is disgusting. Further, the unsealed rural roadsy 4 per cent. So, it has gone from 66 per cent to 70 per cent,
program in connection with which the former Liberal and the government should be congratulated on that. How-
Government had committed to complete sealing by 2004 hasver, the number who gained employment and returned to
gone out the window. Last year $7.5 million was cut downstudy is down by 2 per cent. So, while 4 per cent are finishing
to $2.7 million and this year that amount has been maintheir training, 2 per cent are finding work or going onto study,
tained, with no increase for our rural roads. We see thalyhich must be a worrying result. If we look at it another
$80 million is required, as the member for Goyder says, yelvay—that is, not in terms of actual outcomes but in terms of
we have seen no increase in that funding whatsoever and ofigures, which is what most treasurers seem to preoccupy
rural roads will continue to deteriorate. Under this governthemselves with—we find an overall reduction in spending
ment we will see the government lowering the speed limitsn employment programs of $3.5 million for this financial
on these roads so it does not have to put in the funding. It igear.
a sly way of ensuring that you do not have to put funding into  Many honourable members might say, ‘What does that

rural roads. matter?’ However, we are talking about a minister whose
Time expired. department—that is, DFEEST—has responsibility for the
following, and | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, at

[Stting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] page 11.5, which states:

e DFEEST has responsibilities for:
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Itis always a pleasure to speak . \yhole of government advice on skill formation, employment,
after the dinner break, because so many members are relaxedresearch, technology and innovation to underpin economic

and refreshed, but one always finds it a bit challenging with  development and social inclusion.
the repartee that goes on. | would like to reinforce theManagement of the TAFE sector is an additional responsibili-
comments made by my leader and, in part, although hg. What we have is a department that is jointly responsible,
developed a theme, by the member for Light in expressingyith what was the old Department of Industry and Trade,
my disappointment with this budget, and basically accusingvhen it comes to employment and job creation; they are the
treasurer Foley of a budget largely of smoke and mirrors. two generating arms of government policy.

The SPEAKER: Order! | invite the member for Unley to The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
address members by their portfolio title or their electorate Mr BRINDAL: The Treasurer says, ‘What utter non-

rather than by their personal name. sense’ and ‘They were a big sucker of money.” Obviously
Mr BRINDAL: | apologise, sir. | meant, of course, the that is reflected in the lessening amounts of money that he has

Treasurer— seen fit to give them this year. But that is fine, the Treasurer
Mr Shelling interjecting: might be right, and if the Treasurer is right, then next year we

Mr BRINDAL: —and | do acknowledge the member for will know, the year after we will know and the year after that
Playford who, as ever, is attentive in his place. He is a veryve will know. The problem was that the Liberal government
lucky member to be sitting directly under the portrait of thattook eight years developing a particular type of approach, and
great South Australian leader Sir Thomas Playford, who, It was a type of approach which included reskilling, upskil-
believe, is one of his icons. The leader started to develop ling and trainees and apprenticeships as a way of reinvigorat-
theme of employment and employment outcomes. Volume Bhg state growth. That went with the Department of Industry
of Budget Paper 4, page 11.12 refers to employment developnd Trade attracting new industries to South Australia. This
ment, and we see that the actual outcomes for the last year gbvernment, quite clearly, has a different approach. It is not
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spending the same money on skills development, traineeships They are not the intellectual giants who buy and Baie
and industry attraction. Poles paintings and who swan around giving themselves
That is fine, as long as employment keeps at the level imillion-dollar plus handshakes when they have driven the
is at. But when we look at the employment targets, havingompany broke: they are the people who go broke and who,
achieved an employment target set by the Liberal governmeiopefully, in their life have enough money to live a decent
where South Australia was at least the equal of other statésustralian lifestyle. They are the heart and soul of this
when it came to the unemployment figures, this governmertountry. These are the people whom this Treasurer—a Labor
is walking away from this in its predictions and will accept Treasurer—targets. If that is the way in which the Labor
less than national unemployment figures. | see no reasonirgpvernment in this state considers that a Labor government
and no logic for that, and | do not see that as being acceptab#hould act, that is fine. | do not know why we bother having
to the young people or the working public of South Australia.a Liberal Party, because we are not anywhere near as
A person because they grow up in South Australia or choosdgartless as they.

to live in South Australia has no less right to work than  \We now come to the centrepiece of this government’s
anyone else anywhere in the nation. To say, ‘Well, if youbudget—the River Murray water levy. It is interesting that the
choose to live here, because of government policy youamount of money to be collected by the River Murray levy
chances of getting a job are less,’ should not be somethingind the member for Colton may be interested in this), via
that this house will applaud or suggest as being in any wagttachments to water bills, is about $20 million—and that is
a decent outcome for a budget, yet here we find it in théo save the Murray. It so happens that the rough ballpark
budget figures. figure of revenue available to the South Australian govern-
Here we find it quite clearly stated that we will accept lessment in an ordinary year is about $200 million. Next year,
than the Australian standard and somehow or other we are giess what? The Minister for the River Murray is talking
supposed to be grateful and say, ‘This is a good budget.’ Thighout a 10 per cent reduction in flows. My calculation is that
is not a budget that looks after Labor’s traditional heartland10 per cent of $200 million is $20 million. Lo and behold, we
This is not a budget that helps the battlers and the people whteed to support the river, and how much additional money are
are not attending university to become a doctor, a lawyer, aie collecting for SA Water—just about the amount that it
a chemist. The member for Colton will remember thiswill lose in profits next year.
minister not three weeks ago absolutely decrying the federal 54 you could be slightly forgiven for being very cynical
Treasurer. Why? Because he has lifted the amount of feggq saying, ‘If we sell 10 per cent less water next year, we're
payable for certain courses in our universities. He has alsgoing to get 10 per cent less revenue. How do we get the 10
allowed more money to be borrowed by students at OUEJ/Iercent less revenue back? | know! We'll introduce a River
universities—up to $50 000. He has lifted the threshold ajyrray levy that will collect exactly 10 per cent. If you add
which the money has to start to be repaid, and it has to b@e two figures together, we get exactly the same revenue
repaid in what any of us would regard, if it were our homepase that we had before, and we can convince everybody on

loan, as fairly easy and painless instalments. the way through that they are doing their bit to protect the
For that he was roundly criticised by the minister. For thatjer’

the minister claimed that this was better education for the rich
to the exclusion of those in society who could not afford it.
That is a valid criticism from a minister who is a Labor
minister and who you would hope would believe that sort o
rhetoric, but what she did not say was that, at the same tim
she knew that she had put a submission into her own cabing

on 28 April saying, “If you want to make some money, rather less, even when this additional money is added. So,
Treasurer, what you can do is increase the fee that you AlSiher than spending more, they are spending less

charging apprentice panel beaters, apprentice bakers, ) .
: - . - " | want to refer members to a figure to be found at point
apprentice hairdressers and people who get a straight traini Budget Paper No. 4, volume 3:

wage of about $200 a week in their first year. You can charge™ "’
them either 50 per cent or 100 per cent more, Treasurer, take The statement of the financial performance shows an increase of
iale ! expenditure of approximately $5.8 million in the 2002-03 estimated

your pick. result from the 2002-03 budget

I would like somebody in their contribution to the debate ) ’
to explain to me how they think that is Labor policy; how It continues:
they think that is looking after its heartland; and how they  This is primarily the result of—
think that is increasing the skills base of South Australia. If d hat the last dot point is—
| was an apprentice panel beater earning approximately g2 guess whathe last dot point1s
aweek and had to go to TAFE six weeks of the year and pa decrease in expenditure in relation to the national action plan for
over a third of my gross wage in TAFE fees, | would find it Sainity and water quality of $2.6 million.
difficult, as | know many of them do. In other words, the Liberal government sold PortsCorp and

Again, | say to members opposite that these are not peopfaut away $100 million to be spent over the next seven or
who will become lawyers, doctors or chemists and who willeight years to fight salinity in the Murray River. We put down
have an easy ability to repay when their income is goinga program of expenditure over that seven or eight years. What
through the roof. These people will never find it particularly do we find Labor has done? Did it spend the money allocated
easy. They will never be millionaires, unless they have aithis year? No. It spent $2.6 million less than it budgeted for,
innovative, creative streak and they own the panel shop, and then it has the temerity to tell us that it has just discov-
they start a business of their own. These are the people whesed the river and it will collect an extra $20 million and do
run this country and who are the absolute viscera of thevonderful things with it. | doubt that. | think this is a smokes
machine. and mirrors con job to collect money. Budget paper 4,

Is that cynical? | invite members who think that it is
cynical to look at the budget papers and tell me where this
fgovernment is spending any more at all (apart from the
money that they are collecting with this tax) on the River
urray. In fact, from my experience with the former
partment of water resources, this government is spending
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volume 3 at page 9.51, for an area called sub-program 2.4, Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Whilst we have seen
‘Management of infrastructure assets’, states: in the media, particularly the electronic media, that this

Planning, funding, procurement and maintenance of the stfsltegow"mment is up to its typical smoke and mirrors ftricks,

investmentin resource managementinfrastructure assets, includif/tting across the perception that this is a good budget for
project management of natural resource based infrastructure aibuth Australia, it is far from a good budget for this state.

'l;el(ql)%d:\%tai.gg péﬁqjgﬁisb@r?' |':Jc)F>)<Ft)§rr1 Frﬁugi_cl)zr?gigﬁiyclfgg r?;;)'%ﬂ&)&gﬂd’ his government was left in a vastly different position from
Scheme [Whigch has just béen finished?and Lower Murray Reclaimeﬁqe 0’?9 we inherited Whef‘ we came into office in .1993’
Irrigation Areas. ollowing the State Bank disaster. The State Bank disaster
. ) alone was equivalent to more than the core debt that this

I know the member for Mawson is interested in that mattergovernment now has to deal with. On top of that, we also
He might be interested also in the budget package fognow that, between 1982 when the Tonkin government left
2002-03, which shows no income source at all and whiclyffice and when we came into government after the State
shows a deficit of $982 000. | cannot remember in 14 yeargank disaster, effectively the Labor government had created
aline that was run with no income and just a deficit. A deficityyg other State Bank disasters, simply by spending more than
against what? A deficit against the minister’s portfolio? | amijt was earning.
not sure. But | am sure that the Upper South-East dryland \ye had a $9.5 million core debt; yet the Treasurer had the
salinity scheme and Lower Murray irrigation swamp SChem%udacity recently on the 5AA morning program to say to the
are schemes for which tens of millions of dollars of additionalpresenu_;.r that he had to be very tight because he had this
funds are required. enormous debt of around $3 billion. | would like to be able

I think the member for Mawson will agree with me that to manage a situation where there is economic growth,
the Lower Murray irrigation swamp scheme should beunprecedented for 20 years, as we have seen in the last three
starting now. Tens of millions of dollars should be investedor four years. That was started by a partnership between the
and spent this year for the rehabilitation of those swamps, baiommunity of South Australia and the Liberal government,
we find not one cent invested in these projects. One is force@membering that, when the Premier was the minister for
to ask: just how genuine is this government when it comes temployment, at the time the debt debacle was causing us to
rehabilitation of the River Murray? How genuine is it when be known as a basket case, unemployment was 12.6 per cent,
it comes to getting on with the job and doing the things thaalmost double what it was when we left office. There is also
need to be done? the issue of the confidence in the community that goes with

Sir, you were on the River Murray select committee andhat, and we were building infrastructure, which is another
you know the things that were recommended. The govern¥ay that the government can create jobs. It also picks up on
ment says that it is implementing the recommendations of thi'e backlog so that we do not continue to have run-down
River Murray select committee. In this sense, | am sure thdfifrastructure. That is the position we were in when we came
itis. | am sure that it is implementing the recommendationgnto office. o N _
of the River Murray select committee that do not cost any This government is hitting families, particularly low
money, but any recommendation that costs money—and thef@come earning families, the ones it says it supports, but
were recommendations about looking at the efficacy of_Nhen WeIookatthe_lackofcon_cessmnal support, whether it
building a lock at Wellington, and other matters—simply isis for self-funded retirees, pensioners or low income earners,
neither in the budget nor anywhere on the visible horizoryve See that there is nothing for them in this budget. | am not
when it comes to the next two or three years of planningSaying that we should not keep a tight rein on debt. Clearly
Some 20 minutes is hardly time for any member to analys&/€ have to do that, otherwise all the work we did with our
this budget. | hope | have illustrated in the brief time community will be wasted. What | am saying is that, when
available to me that in the area of employment and training 9overnmentis left with the lowest debt in the history of this
this budget is a con. The government is not he|p|ng Thétate N I’ea| termS, When itis Ieft W|th a CaSh SUI’p|US, When

member opposite shakes his head. | challenge the memberitgs left with a program to fund unfunded public sector
go out— superannuation liabilities, and when WorkCover is balanced,

Mr O'Brien: You do not understand apprentices. YOurcompared with the situation it was in when Labor was last in

example of the panel beater is incorrect. The employerwougmce and it had an unfunded liability of $350 million,

. rankly, in that environment it is a lucky government. It is
pay the TAFE fees. For someone who has dealt with TAF ucky because it was left with a state in very good shape.

for as long as you have, you have an abysmal knowledge— The way this government is going, it will not keep the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley has the state in good shape for too long. In fact, we have only to look
call. at the Treasurer’s own figures, and for two successive
Mr BRINDAL: | do not pretend to have the knowledge budgets he has forecast lower economic growth in South
the member opposite has, and perhaps | will listen to hinAustralia and an increase in unemployment. That is the first
next time he makes a contribution. But he is also wrongwo Rann government budgets—lower economic growth than
because most employers do not pay the fee: the apprenticader the Liberal government, albeit a much better overall

pays the fee. | challenge him to go out— state economic structure than we had when we came into
the invoice! income and increases in taxes and charges in this state, next

) . N year this government will reap an extra $600 million in the
th e'\grmeFlaolyeDeAcI)_f't e;rgzjsﬂﬁf}/:é might get the invoice, but ggneral cof_fers. That is an outrageous amount of money when
i ) it is not being spent on the government’s core promises of
Mr O,Bnen: That,s Very rare, yOU ShOU|d Check that hea'th, educaﬂon and pollce
Mr BRINDAL: 1 will because, if that is what he thinks | know that what this government has already done to the
and if he is wrong, | will expect him to change his vote.  police department in the short time it has been in office will
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make it almost untenable for the police department tdffice for the Southern Suburbs has been opened, costing
function the way it is at the moment. That hurts me asabout $400 000 or $440 000 a year, and | will work with the
someone who has a passion about the police department apelople in that office to further develop opportunities for the
who was proud of the fact that | was able to deliver successouth.

sive record budgets to the South Australia Police. When we Butwhat | am disappointed in is that we got very little in
get into estimates, | will be looking forward to asking the investment, development and job opportunities for our area.
Treasurer quite a lot of detailed questions about exactly whatthought that at least we would have got an economic

he has not done for the South Australia Police. package to assist with the dilemma we have with the Mobil
The Hon. K.O. Foley: We're building four police Oilrefinery. There is a lot of angst there about the Mobil Oil
stations! refinery and how this government was so bullish about that

Mr BROKENSHIRE: We will talk about that in a matter. | would have expected to see some money in there for
minute. The Treasurer is on the record tonight saying that ha package, because we have 400 families that need bread,
will build more police stations. | will hold him to that, butter and milk on their table every day, and this is a very
whether they are PPPs or whether he gets the money out difficult situation for us. | will be happy to work with the
his own biscuit barrel and delivers, because at the momenftreasurer and assist in a bipartisan way if, indeed, he wants
there is no guarantee for new police stations, and | willa package supported through the parliament to assist those
highlight that further down the track. | want to talk for a little families that have lost their jobs at the oil refinery.
while about the most important thing to me as a parliamentar- | now want to turn to my shadow portfolio responsibilities,
ian, and that is the electorate of Mawson. To give crediand | start with police. The Treasurer said in the house
where it is due, | congratulate the government for ensuringonight that he is building more police stations. | say con-
that Metroticket was provided to the Willunga Basin. gratulations for that, because it comes on the back of
Metroticket is something that | have been lobbying for withunprecedented capital works in policing when we were in
our community for some time. Two people in particular havegovernment, and it needed to happen. | set up an asset
spent the last couple of years with me, putting in enormoustrategy plan for capital works for police. We built the new
effort to convince this government that we needed MetroNetley Police Station, and we did the Sussex Street, Glenelg,
ticket. That is a $200 000 promise this year to the electoratpolice station and the Mount Gambier Police Station. We also
of Mawson. built a new police station in Wakefield Street and another one

In our electorate we had to start without any publicin Grenfell Street. So, the capital works program has
transport other than Premier, when we came into office. Waappened. And guess what? It was not privatised to do it. Yet,
got the circuit bus going. That cost far more per year tharthis government, which ran on a platform with a pledge card
$200 000, but that was the start of opportunities for ouiof no more privatisation, all of a sudden can now privatise the
electorate. Now we have Metroticket and | congratulate théuilding and development of police stations. That is a very
government for that, and | will be encouraging my interesting broken promise.
community to use the bus services even more now, because What the budget says is that the PPPs (the public private
now | want to see the next move for Mawson being morepartnerships, which is code for privatisation), will only be
night services, more weekend services and an expanded boilt if they are of value. | have no problem with that, because
service to continue to help families and students. | am pleasesle set all that in train—in fact, we had money there to set up
to see that the government has admitted that it made the PPP unit in the office of the Treasurer. So, we have no
mistake, albeit to the detriment of many families in my problem with that. But what | have a problem with is: what
electorate. happens if the PPP is not of value? Will the government still

We saw the biggest ever representation that | have hdolild these police stations? | believe that it should, and the
from the community when this government last year cut theeommunity of South Australia will expect it to.
money for the Willunga Primary School redevelopment. That | now want to talk about police numbers, because for eight
money was allocated in the May 2001 budget, the last budgehonths | have been saying to government members, ‘You are
we had when we were in office. The money was there, it wasloing damage to the police department through this crazy
ready to go and, through sheer bloodymindedness, thigdea you have that you can go for four years without one extra
government cut that last year. Fortunately, thanks again to th@olice officer being put on the beat.” Government members
pressure from the community and a lot of lobbying by thecan run the line about recruitment and attrition if they like.
community and myself as local member, the governmenBoth parties had a policy of recruitment and attrition. But |
realised the error of its ways and has reinstated that fundingan table the figures any day in this house to show that,
to Willunga Primary School. However, we have lost at leasbetween 1993 and the middle of last financial year—during
two years, and | will be working with the shadow minister for 2002—under a Liberal government’s budgets and policies,
education to ensure that there is not further slippage in thithe whole department, sworn and non-sworn, increased by
so that we do finally see that Willunga preschool develop7 per cent. That was at a time when we also developed the
ment completed by the government’s now projected date qfolice security services section and we put those people
2007, some two years behind where it could have been. behind speed cameras and we had Group 4 carting prisoners

| am very pleased to see the $300 000 to Willunga Highnstead of having highly qualified police waiting for hours for
School for the reverse cycle airconditioning; something weARC and those areas to provide the prisoners. So, we also
also lobbied for. But | would have liked to see a lot morecreated those initiatives for police. But we delivered 7 per
capital work investment there, given that we had rebuilt bigcent extra when it came to sworn and non-sworn officers.
sections of that school during our term in office and there is  This government purports to be tough on law and order,
a lot more to be done in that high school. There are a fevand it says to the community, ‘We are the tough on law and
roadworks continuing that started a few years ago andyrder government.” But the fact of the matter is that it does
therefore, had to be completed but, sadly, that is where ot matter how much legislation we put through the parlia-
stops for the electorate of Mawson and for the south. Amiment (and a lot of that we have not seen yet, because it is
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recycled three or four times to get the front page in theCPA to be able to read what is not in these budget papers),
media), if we do not have the police out on the beat, it doesdo not believe the government has put any extra money into
not matter how good the legislation is, we will not be able tothe Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund.
clean up the drug trafficking, the criminal activity, the ram-  Also, the Independent Gambling Authority desperately
raids, the assaults, the stolen cars and all the things that weeds money so that it can do its research properly and
see occurring on a daily basis. Also, of course, we will not baleliver. Instead, what we have seen—
able to address some of the tragic things that we are seeing The Hon. K.O. Foley interjecting:
at the moment on our roads if we are not growing our traffic  Mr BROKENSHIRE: This will be the Treasurer’s line;
police numbers. The traffic police are too thin on the groundthe Treasurer says, ‘We've got to stop people thinking about
This government is full of rhetoric. It said that it would the State Bank so, when the opposition is responsible and
spend half the money it collects from speeding fines and othéyalanced, we will say that they are a spend, spend, spend
revenue from police on police, and half on Transport SA roagdpposition.” To the contrary: we fixed the State Bank, we
safety initiatives. That is $48 million. | expected to see in thisfixed the debt and the economy and we got the jobs going in
budget a $24 million increase to the budget, as the governhe community of South Australia.
ment, when it was in opposition, said it would do. It did not  There are surpluses there and some of that should continue
come. Government members can say that they have pt go off core debt because, as the Treasurer himself has
$14.4 million more into the police department to addresadmitted orally in this house and in the media but also,
wages, the car fleet and the like, but | know that what theymportantly, in his budget papers, South Australia is about to
have done is increase the cost pressures that police havego backwards when it comes to economic growth and jobs.
deal with now, because they simply have not put in enoughagree that we need to pay off some of the core debt, but |
to pick up on the requirements of that department in two otlso believe that, rather than create a war chest where they
the high cost elementary areas, firstly, wages (probablyill come outin 2005 and say, ‘Here’s a bucket of jellybeans
85 per cent of the whole cost of the department) andfor you and you, and we will give jellybeans to this depart-
secondly, fleet, which runs probably close to 10 per cent ofnent and everyone will feel warm and fuzzy,’ they should be
all those costs. The police have had a raw deal out of this: d@sponsible and deliver now, not make people suffer for the
not believe anything else. next two or three years as they hoard this war chest leading
Some interesting things are taking place when it comes tap to the next election. The community of South Australia
a review of emergency services. | do not believe that théeeds to wake up to what the government is doing; it is

volunteers— building up an enormous amount of money now which will
The Hon. K.O. Foley: Like the Auditor-General’'s inquiry not go off debt but which will go towards their special
into you. projects in 2005. You watch the budget papers and you will

Mr BROKENSHIRE: That is fine, and | look forward see that | am right. | will talk about it again later in the
to that. I do not understand how this government can do parliament.
review and not include the consideration and consultation of In the meantime, we have families and communities
volunteers in a broad based way. That certainly has nduffering; we have no increase in police numbers; we have
happened with this review. | will be interested to see the exagio addressing of the backlog of emergency services vehicles;
figures, but as I move around the state talking to emergenand, sadly, from what | have seen so far, we also do not have
services, particularly the CFS and SES, | hear that last ye@hough being delivered that generally speaking the Economic
they hardly saw a truck or a station built for the year. WithDevelopment Board and summit supported in a bipartisan
the capital works money that is shown in this budget, angvay. Whilst members opposite go out into the media saying
given that the government has removed the column that useflat they are focused on economic development and the
to show the previous year’s capital works, | want to knowEconomic Development Board, | do not believe they have
whether or not the amount of capital works it has in thisdelivered. When | try to line up the Economic Development
year's budget has been carried over from last year. Is Board recommendations and papers, | do not believe the
money that should have been spent but sat there while thgovernment has delivered as much as it could have done,
time lines have been missed again and money has been pihich in turn would create a much better lifestyle and
into paid Forestry SA trucks? They are not talking about thenvironment for South Australians.
enormous backlog of trucks that they should have been So, next year we will start to see a little drip in. A little
picking up on as a result of Ash Wednesday. Rather, thenore will go into its favourite areas and, when the hot spots
government solution is to extend the life of those trucks frompccur, when the community realises that things like the Rann
20 to 25 years. The volunteers will not wear that, and it isvater tax is hitting those families again and when they realise
time this government really got serious about supporting theithat much of the $600 million of increased taxes and charges
requirements. is really hurting them, the government will start to roll over.

I now want to touch on gambling as one of my otherA good, responsible government would have had a proper
shadow portfolio responsibilities. In this budget members willfour-year plan for South Australia by now. It would have
note that this government is addicted to gambling. It isbeen delivering, in a responsible way, to maintain growth and
addicted particularly to gaming, and it is doing everything itto maintain the social matters that need to be addressed in a
can to reap as many dollars as it possibly can from gamingositive way in this state; and, certainly, it should properly
machines. In fact, the budget this year shows a $34.3 millioRave looked after police and other agencies.
increase in gaming machine revenue from last year. Surprise,
surprise; they will hook in another bit of revenue from  The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):I rise to make a contribu-
gaming. Having looked at the budget papers (admittedly ition to this debate. Overall, | think that it is a good budget,
has only been a couple of days and they are not the easiesid | say that looking in the context of where South Australia
papers to read; | have studied a bit of economics and at. There is some very welcome money for TAFE, which
accounting, and | can tell the house that it would take a goodas been under a lot of pressure. Many people do not
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appreciate the contribution TAFE has made and can continugtrengths of the Housing Trust as it was originally set up, and
to make, and | was disgusted earlier this year with the believe that we have to be careful not to move away from
unjustified attacks on TAFE by people who should knowthat so that housing becomes the province of the rich. One of
better. We are talking about a system that has, approximatelhe things in Australia’s history (and to its credit) has been
93 000 students and, in fact, thousands of staff. that housing has generally been affordable for almost all
| said at the time that those sweeping accusations agains¢ctions of the community, and that is one issue that | want
TAFE were unlikely to be justified but they were very both the state and federal governments to be particularly
damaging to TAFE. | am pleased that the government haaware of.
seen fit to provide some additional funding for TAFE, and | refer now to the issue of crime and punishment, and
that is most welcome. | appreciate the money that has begolicing. | support the government’s move on being tough on
provided for Reynella East High School—$368 000, approxicrime because | believe that for too long we were ‘waffly’ on
mately, to assist in the upgrade of laboratories, and that isrime in this state. However, you have to keep that in balance
very welcome. That is over and above money that will beand in proportion, and | would like to see a lot more effort in
provided for maintenance. So, it is a net gain to Reynella Easteeping people away from the justice system. It need not cost
High School, and very much appreciated. | will not spend a lot of money: with programs such as mentoring and early
lot of time on the issue of Black Road because | did mentiorintervention, we can keep a lot of young people in particular
it last week in this place. away from the criminal justice system. It is very expensive
There is money for an upgrade of Black Road. | amin both financial and human terms to have people in prison.
arguing that we do it properly. In fact, | would prefer it to be Apart from those who pose an immediate and continuing
staged over two financial years rather than one if it meanthreat to the community, prisons achieve very little at all. In
that we can do it properly and provide traffic lights and/orfact, | would like to see many of them replaced by what |
roundabouts, or a combination of the two. | am pleased thawould call work camps, where people actually do something
the government is looking at that particular issue and thatnore constructive in a more rehabilitative environment.
hopefully, it will come to the party in terms of doing the road | believe that the government has been right in going down
properly rather than a Mickey Mouse job that will require the ‘tough on crime’ path, but it needs to balance that by
additional treatment down the track. We often hear peopléeing energetic in terms of ensuring that people are kept out
saying that we are over-taxed. Some people are over-taxed the criminal system. That can be done by targeting some
in our society, but many people are not. One has only to lookf the causal factors that bring people into prison, and we
at the private affluence of people. know some of the statistics in terms of people who have a
Good luck to them if they have earned the moneypersonality disorder; as we know, many of them are not easy
legitimately and through hard work, but | think it is a to treat. Half the prison population at least are illiterate, and
nonsense to generalise and to say that we are over-taxdtiis no wonder that they see themselves as having little hope
Some people are, as | said before, but many are not. We also opportunity. We need to keep pursuing the great scourge
need to be careful about seeing a budget surplus as some soarterms of the link between drugs and crime. We need to
of demand from above. There is nothing sacred about keep pursuing that and trying to separate people from the
surplus, or a deficit for that matter. The issue is: is it gooctounterproductive path of drug taking.
financial management; is it in the interests of the people of The prison system, through the minister, has been
South Australia, taking into account particular circumstancesfromoting and continuing the use of prisoners in rehabilita-
At the moment we have had a bonanza from real estate, btibn work in regard to the environment, and recently prisoners
that will not continue. have been working in the Adelaide Hills restoring creek lines.
Much of that real estate boom has been phoney in th&/e need to do more of that work, and | have commended the
sense that it is driven by people who get a particular benefininister, both publicly and privately, for what he is doing in
out of it. It actually causes a significant disbenefit to a lot ofthat regard. | think it is a good investment because the
others, including people who find it now very difficult to buy prisoners are not only doing rehabilitation work but are also
a basic house. There has been a lot of hot air and rhetorlearning horticulture.
about the real estate boom and that it is fantastic. It is | do not have a problem with this so-called river levy,
fantastic for governments (state and local) but it is nobecause you can have all the rhetoric in the world about
fantastic for young people who want to buy a house, and isaving the Murray but you will only save it if you spend
is not fantastic for people on low incomes. So, let us not gesomething. There is no free lunch and there is no free River
carried away with it. Let us realise that it will not continue Murray. But | see it as only a first step. The next step should
because, as the Reserve Bank has pointed out, nearly halfloé that those who use the water should pay more.
every dollar going into real estate is an investment dollar. ~ Water in much of South Australia, not just reticulated
That just cannot be sustained because there are not enoughter but water taken from aquifers, is far too cheap. As a
people to rent the properties that are being purchased oesult people waste it. You need to have safeguards for people
supported through so-called investment money and, iwho cannot afford to carry the cost, and so in the next round
particular, negative gearing. It raises a very serious issue, that reforms relating to the River Murray | would hope that the
is, in the long term how will poorer people and young peoplegovernment goes for an increase in the cost of water, with
afford homes? safeguards for the poorer section of the community—
We know that there is a first home buyers scheme, bypensioners and the like. That will mean that the users will
many people on low incomes are being forced out intaactually pay, and it will promote conservation at the same
country towns. There is nothing wrong with living in country time. | think that should be the second string to the bow. But
towns—it is a good thing in some respects—but we shouldhe first measure, whilst a step forward, has elements of a
not get to a point where people are driven out of the cityregressive tax in it, in that each household pays irrespective
simply because they are on a low income and cannot affordf their income. So a millionaire pays the same as someone
a decent property in which to live. That was one of thewho is on a very low income.
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In regard to other environmental issues, | think we needote odds, and are left battling each week trying to make ends
to see more enforcement laws regarding people who amaeet.
endangering other lives through not maintaining vehicles With regard to some matters close to home, | tried to
which continue to pollute. In particular | refer to dirty diesels. encourage the Treasurer to set aside some money to create a
I can provide members who are interested with informatiorsmall office building adjacent to parliament so that we could,
indicating that the particulate matter from dirty diesel trucks,over time, have decent facilities for staff and ministers, and
where the injectors are not maintained, when breathed intwhen people visit. | know there are no votes in it and it is not
people’s lungs, is, according to expert opinion, morea very popular thing to advocate, but | think we should grasp
dangerous than cigarette smoke. We also have dirty cars, attte nettle. To his credit, Graham Ingerson, when he was the
there is very little enforcement that | can see with regard teninister, bit the bullet in terms of renovating parts of
dirty diesels or dirty petrol vehicles, and | would like to seeParliament House; otherwise, it would look more like the
more effort in that direction. Tower of London than anything else, and | give him full

In terms of health, we still have significant waiting lists marks for that. I think we have reached the point where, as
in accident and emergency departments, and that is an issaeommunity, we should be mature enough to say that, to the
that requires the federal government to dance to the same tunerth-west corner of Parliament House we could have a small
as the state government. | believe that the current rebatdfice—it does not have to be huge—for the finance staff and
system for privately insured people, such as myself, is dome decent facilities for other staff, so that ministerial staff
nonsense and that money should go into reducing waitindo not have to sit in the corridor when an important guest
times in public hospitals. A lot of people get the benefit ofcomes along.
that rebate at a level which is so low that they do not actually Members of the Public Service and the private sector do
ever intend to use that private health insurance, anywayot have to put up with this sort of nonsense. It is laughable
because it would not cover them for very much. that we, in a spirit of self-flagellation, put up with facilities

So, progress is being made but there is still a way to go imvhich a civilised, developed world would regard as primitive
terms of waiting lists. | know from experience at Flindersand archaic. The Treasurer did not find any dollars to put
Medical Centre, which is an excellent hospital, that it is reallyaside for this purpose, but | hope that the government will
stretched to the limit catering for people who need help iraddress this issue because | think it needs to be addressed.
accident and emergency situations. | had cause recently ¥We do not win friends in the long run by pandering to
raise the issue of one character who was suffering from Bell'fgnorant people who do not see the need for staff to be
Palsy (where his eye and his face have dropped) who was tofitoperly accommodated. | think it is pathetic and that it is
he would have to wait three months before he could seéme we did something about it.
someone. | have been able to intervene in that case, but that There is another issue which | will seek to address via
is just an example of waiting lists which are not acceptablelegislation in the near future and which | trust members will
| guess that reflects the fact that in Australia we have one afupport. The Remuneration Tribunal indicated that it did not
the best health systems of anywhere in the world buthave power to provide a motor car for MPs or to address the
nevertheless, all of these things are relative and, in the conteisisue of salary sacrifice. | intend, through legislation if the
of Australia and South Australia, having to wait a long timeparliament supports me, to give it that power, because the
for a hip replacement or something like that is something thgpublic would expect that, if anyone is to make a decision
we should seek to avoid. about providing a motor car for MPs with the appropriate

| believe our Public Service is excellent overall. | would offsets to allowances on an optional basis, it should be the
like to see it given a bit more rein and allowed to be moreRemuneration Tribunal.
innovative and creative. For too long | think the brainsinthe  The government and the parliament of the day will always
public service—which is much of the brainpower of the be reluctant to be seen as feathering the nest of MPs. So, in
community—are stifled because they are scared to be tany view, the Remuneration Tribunal is the appropriate body
creative and innovative. | think the danger for South Australizo address the issue of whether or not MPs get a car and the
is that we will all fall asleep on the couch if we are notterms and conditions for that, and likewise with salary
careful. | rarely see anyone speaking out on issues, apart frogacrifice. There could be some MPs who come into parlia-
a few politicians: academics and public servants all seem tment late and who wish to top up their superannuation. Other
be muzzled or gagged, and I think it is unfortunate and notnembers of the Public Service can do that; why not MPs? |
in our best interests. We, as a state, should be creative inaen about to introduce legislation to this effect, and | trust that
real sense—innovative and leading the rest of Australia asmembers (including the government) will support it. It will
city state—and setting the pace, not dozing and allowing theot cost the state government anything—any cost in terms of
grass to grow under our feet, which seems too often to be trealary sacrifice comes at the expense of the federal govern-
case. ment—nbut there is provision for salary sacrifice in the private

| have a general issue in terms of impacts on youngector and it is also widely available in the public sector.
families. We often hear about the plight of pensioners, and | will not seek a vehicle for myself because in my position
| have no dispute with that, but | believe the group in thel have a self-drive vehicle, anyhow. | think this is the time to
community which is really suffering is young families with grasp the nettle in relation to the Remuneration Tribunal and
children where the breadwinner—male or female, or both—igjive it the power to make a judgment about whether or not
on a low income. Those people do not get concessions. ThéfPs get a motor car and make the appropriate adjustment to
struggle and are often, ironically, worse off than pensionerallowances. Let us get on with real issues instead of wasting
and, to some extent, the self-funded retirees whom we ofteour time dealing with something that was resolved in the
focus on (with some justification). But we should not private sector and the Public Service about 25 years ago.
overlook the young families who are struggling, not getting In conclusion, | believe that, on a fair assessment, this
much help from governments (state or federal), trying to raisbudget is a good budget. Like all treasurers, this Treasurer
and educate children but who pay full fare on everything, fulltends to take a personal approach to Treasury money seeing
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it largely as his money. | do not say that in any derogatoryencourage growth in enrolments in government schools as
sense. All treasurers whom | have ever known see Treasughildren’s parents continue to choose to flow to independent
money as their money and guard it jealously. They should band Catholic schools and clearly make it harder for those
prudent in its use, but | think they should avoid beingschools to operate.
obsessed with fetishes about surpluses and deficits, make Let us look particularly at the redefinition of ‘schools
judgments in terms of what is best for South Australia and nothoice’ in the past 12 months. Teacher selection by schools
be spooked by commentators who have an obsession witftow means that all the process work is done by the school
some sort of ideology which says that you must balance thand the department has the final say in respect of who it gets.
budget or you must not have a deficit. No longer do they have any real chance to choose a team to
Anyone who has done any economics—and | have donsuit the school’s need, which condemns them to placements
a lot—would know that there is nothing particularly specialthat are sometimes inappropriate, and this can only—and
about a surplus or a deficit. There can be at the federal levelpes—perpetuate mediocrity. There are good teachers and
depending on whether you want to stimulate or retard thgood principals out there in public schools who are left to
economy or impact on interest rates, but for the statearry an even bigger load.
government the obsession should be just a passing one. | give More recently we had the asset management funds audit.
the Treasurer and the government high marks on the budgéthis requires that schools now identify priorities that are
It is prudent not to expect the real estate boom to continudetermined by the department, even though they have spent
because a lot of it is phoney and is funny money. It will notconsiderable time and effort in developing their plans and
be around forever and a day and its commitment to paying offiaving them approved. The government simply wants to grab
debt and using the interest saved as the expenditure optionbgck the $34 million in these funds and make schools spend
sound and sensible. With those remarks, | trust that thithem according to the government’s priorities. Schools will
budget measure will pass the house. | would be surprised ife forced, where the government fails, to provide in future for
it did not. maintenance in schools. The clear objective of this govern-
ment is to undermine local management by starving them of
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Remember Premier Rann funds and choice, but it is too gutless to admit it.
offered a new deal on education at the election: there willbe Its approach is sneaky and an abuse of an enormous
more teachers and better schools. In the first year the firsimount of goodwill and effort contributed by governing
thing he did was renegotiate the teachers’ agreement, provid@uncils, parents and many excellent principals and teachers
an extra 4 per cent per year average over three years, an exéfi@ross this state. The last government spent eight years
160 junior primary teachers, extra benefits, maternity leaveeforming governance in schools, bringing parents back into
and so on. But, at what cost? An extra $350 million overthe decision making process, rebuilding the school sites and
three years—more than the $200 million allocated by theadvancing computer literacy. Much work was done to
previous government. Therefore, quite obviously, substantigesearch major reform on the Education Act. Yet what has
extra moneys were needed each year to accommodate thiis government done to help our schools prepare for the next
commitment. eight years? This is what it has done: it has increased the
You do not need to be Einstein to work out that an extraschool age, and locked them in the classroom for months
$52 million appropriated this year towards education ishefore new programs were even initiated. Schools were left
inadequate to cover the extra cost of the salaries and exte®ping with even more problems of truancy and disruption
benefits, they being on the government’s own admissioin the classroom. This diminishes even further the children
$63 million. Obviously there is a shortfall. If they are to have having a chance to learn and benefit from being at school, and
new initiatives and they want to bring them in, clearly thereto prepare for their future life.
has to be a slash in funds for capital. Redevelopment of It is no answer simply to suspend children who do not fit
schools, maintenance, replacement of computers and so and who are often at risk if they are sent away. The teachers
simply get washed away. need real resources to deal with these issues in the classroom.
Again we see a slash in the capital budget down anothdReducing class sizes in just a few schools is both discrimina-
$16 million. Many of these projects in 2002 have beentory and inadequate. Children attend school now with
abandoned and forced back on the agenda, which means tlsignificant health and behavioural needs, dysfunction and
many more schools have had to wait even longer. Théearning disability. Admittedly, the government has come up
government admits that there is a $300 million backlog inwith some extra counsellors—again to a very select few
maintenance in schools and yet offers a paltry extrachools—and has provided some extra funds for children with
$2 million. Schools global budgets have been under attaclautism and hearing impairment. However, these funds are
They have been slashed by $152 434, and it is a lot of moneyrossly inadequate, given the massive increase in diagnosis
in the context of the money they have. The income fromand assessment of children with special needs. The benefits
school fees has been kept at the old rate for another yeaf early intervention are obvious. Counsellors can only do so
even though the cost of those services continues to grow. much. Children and students with speech, learning or
Let us consider what has happened in the past 12 monthisehavioural difficulties need specialist help. Many families
The government undertook an inquiry—we have had plentgannot afford private services.
of those—one being on Partnership 21. It has had the report If this government was really serious about addressing
since October last year. It has refused to disclose any plannédese problems, it would provide the specialist support or,
implementation. The report of Professor Cox supports théetter still, give to those families funding to purchase those
Partnership 21 approach for local school management arsrvices, just as the commonwealth gives direct funding to
clearly recommends that it needs added resources faervice providers for families to access child care. This will
improvement, but in an underhand way the government, ithen allow our teaching professionals to get on with the
sabotaging this philosophy by starving them of even morémportant work of educating our children and assisting them
money with cuts to their global budget, is doing nothing toto develop to their full potential. Our dedicated educators in
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schools continue to be ignored by this government. In the pastnacceptable to leave departmental personnel under a cloud
12 months, | have visited many schools and met with manwf insecurity and undermine their ability to get on with the
organisations. Thousands of parents, principals and teachaesl job.
are out there trying their hardest to deliver for our children, In this budget, children’s services have stagnated. | note
yet this government is intent on crushing their goodwill,that the state government complains about loss of places
suffocating their vision and crippling their capacity. The allocated for after school hours care. The commonwealth
Department of Education and Children’s Services has a nesompletely denies this, and our government should get on
Chief Executive, who has an important role to play. He hasvith making sure these places are taken up on other sites. If
clearly come in with some freshness and enthusiasm, andftise state government was really serious about assisting in the
keen to keep on board the goodwill of the school communiprovision of longer day care, particularly for younger women
ties. It must be of deep concern to all those in public educato support them in their decision to have children, it should
tion that enrolments in our schools are diminishing. seriously address its policy and funding in this area.
Parents continue to choose to transfer their children to In conclusion, | will address two matters. In relation to
independent and Catholic schools. Surely it is time to ask thevomen, | will be really short—because women get nothing.
guestion: why are parents prepared to go without financially suppose, in a way, a few of them get a new prison in 2006.
to pay for their children’s education? What is it that thesewhat else do women get? Zero. The other matter is in relation
schools offer that our public education system does not? e the people of Bragg. | am very sorry for the people of
it leadership? Is it a values system? Is it a better physicabragg in what they get from the 2003 budget. They get new
facility? Is it the capacity to choose a team of educators thatxes and no relief whatsoever (although it had been offered
will fulfil expectations of better outcome and opportunity for in the previous year with the commonwealth arrangement),
their children? Whatever the answer is, it is about time weno new school projects, no police (not that they have any
addressed it and that this government adopted a policy toolice at the moment), no new roads, and no new hospitals
facilitate these outcomes being achieved and gave them re@hey do not have any public hospitals at the moment). So,
money to provide those resources. they get nothing except a levy to help support South Aus-
It is simply not good enough for the government to addtralia, and they accept that responsibility. However, once
extra teachers and then find that it has not budgeted @very now and again with some of these budgets, we might
provided for the extra classrooms or houses they need to livget some small acknowledgment of the contribution made by
in. Here again, we see remedial action—this government'the people in the seat of Bragg.
announcing funding for housing for teachers. This should be Members interjecting:
an ongoing annual provision, and should not just be trotted The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens
out as an initiative for education. Let us see some redhas the call.
initiatives and careful planning from this government. | call
on the government to consider seriously how we will deliver Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | listened with
better schools. Let us say that it could start with addressingnterest to the contribution by the member for Bragg. | will
the question of school fees. If it proposes cancelling them, letomment briefly on her diatribe to the house, and on her
us get on with it. The government must match this withwisdom from up high. When the budget was brought down,
replacement funding from the public purse. It has screamethere was a huge sigh of relief from every sector of the South
about school fees for years and yet, 15 months into office, ifustralian community, except for one, and that was the
has done nothing about them. If schools are to continue tbiberal Party. Only the Liberal Party was upset with the
provide the extra services that school fees were designed baidget. Why was that? It was because it was financially
cover, then schools must have the capacity to set fees atresponsible and fiscally sound. We looked after the areas of
level to cover those services. The expectation of parents fgealth, education and the police. We put more money into the
that children have language, music and other like optiongnvironment and into core things affecting people in their
from reception on, and governments have a responsibility teveryday lives, and the Liberal Party was not happy. What
ensure that their real cost is covered. did they want to see? They wanted to see massive cuts. They
What has happened to the Education Act reforms? Workvanted to see a state budget decimated. They did not get it,
and consultation has been undertaken, yet no bill has beemd they are unhappy.
presented to this parliament. The only education legislation The most interesting part of the budget for me was the
of any substance brought to this parliament in the lifetime ohew water levy. A flat $30 levy will be paid by every South
this government has been to increase the school leaving agsustralian household, except for pensioners, concession card
It is time to bring this bill on for debate so that we can holders or Housing Trust tenants. The Leader of the Opposi-
modernise our legislation to support future directions. Finallytion said that the same levy would be paid whether you lived
on education | call on the government to disclose honestlin Springfield or Salisbury. In answer to the member for
where it has and proposes to cut personnel in its departmerragg’s diatribe about what the electorate of Bragg gets, | say
The minister has claimed that there are 55 surplus. Threihat, if Rob Kerin were Premier, households in the seat of
senior executives have already gone. It is highly destructivBragg would have to pay a higher tax. The first thing he
to the morale of departmental personnel to keep theseould call for would be that the levy be based on the value
decisions secret. If people have not performed or have naif people’s homes.
completed their task, their tenure should cease. What is the member for Bragg going to do when she goes
However, we all know that the Treasurer has issued thback to her electorate? Will she go around and say, ‘We
instruction for the cuts. The government should face up to itslisagree with the levy, because | think people in Bragg
responsibility and admit that there will be cuts, where thosehould pay more?’ Is that her argument? Is that the argument
cuts will be made, and whose jobs will be lost. If they areof the member for Morphett? Will he be going around his
inappropriate or unfair in the application of those cuts, theyelectorate or Glenelg telling people there that they should pay
can and should be challenged. However, it is completelynore, rather than less? Will he be telling the good eggs who
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live in the Holdfast Shores developments with its massivehat our Treasurer should be applauded for what he has done.
property prices that they should be paying more? | do noEven though there will be a very small deficit next year—
think so. | will tell you what | will be doing: | will be writing Members interjecting:
to everyone in Mile End, Lockleys and West Beach to let The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
them know exactly what the Leader of the Opposition thinks  pMr KOUTSANTONIS:  The budget overall sets a
they should be paying as the water levy. | will be writing to different priority from that of the former government. |
everyone in Bright and Hallett Cove letting them know expect and understand governments to have their own
exactly what their member of parliament thinks they shouldyriorities. That is politics; that is what government is about.
be paying, that they are not paying enough. That is thgve have our priority areas—health, education, policing and
Liberal Party’s opinion. They were very clear on what theythe environment. The Liberal Party has its priorities, and
said. They said that if you live in Springfield— members of the opposition would argue, quite rightly, that we
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | rise on a point of order, should divert money elsewhere. However, what | find
Mr Speaker. The member is attributing comments to Mm&urprising is when the Leader of the Opposition says, ‘Well,
which are clearly untrue. I have never, at any stage, advocajpu have cut funding here; we would restore that funding;’
ed that my constituents ought pay a greater water levy. Igr “‘we want more hospital beds here,’ but never comes up

fact, I have advocated that they should pay no levy. with any way of how to pay for it. It is very easy to make
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Chapman): Thereisno  those statements in opposition, but in our eights years in
point of order. Please proceed. opposition we were very disciplined because we never made

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Madam Acting promises that we could not keep_

Speaker, for your Solomon-like wisdom. It is very interesting  \ye were always about sound fiscal management. We were
that the Leader of the Opposition said, ‘If you live in giways about ensuring that we lived within our means. The
Springfield, you pay the same as someone who lives iRgiimark of this government will be four pillars. Fiscal
Salisbury.’ Then the member for Bright gets up and disassqesponsibility will be the first and foremost. This is where |
ciates himself from that comment. He says, ‘I do not wanigisagree with my comrade the Treasurer. | have heard him on
anything to do with that. Oh, no, that is not me, that is Rolyagio talking about what a conservative Treasurer he is. |
Kerin: | did not say those things.” Well, talk about loyalty. gisagree; | think he is a traditional Labor Treasurer. It is all
That was pretty amazing. | find the member for Brightapout fiscal responsibility. The fiscal vandals are not in the
attacking his leader in this chamber absolutely amazing—| ahor Party, they are in the Liberal Party. If members want
The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: to see examples of fiscal vandalism, they should look at the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The honourable member stated years between 1993 and 2002. | disagree with him when he
a fact, absolutely, because he disagrees with what the Leadg4ys on radio that he is a conservative Treasurer. | think that
of the Opposition said— he is a very good Labor Treasurer.
The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting: | heard the member for Bragg talking about a reduction in
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Oh, the honourable member does rg5| terms in education spending as a percentage of the
agree with it now. Which one is it? Does the honourablg, qqet. | disagree with the member's assessment of our
member think that the people living in Springfield and they,,qget, and | disagree with her assessment of our commit-
people living in Salisbury should be paying the same amounent to education. She is entitled to her view, and she is a
of water levy? Should they—yes or no? The honourablgong advocate for her party’s cause, but | humbly disagree.
member does not want to answer the question. | wonder whyp;g budget has increased expenditure by 2.9 per centin real
that is? Because he knows what his leader did was foolish and;ms__an increase, not a decrease. We are talking not about

silly. He knows what we will do. We will write to all the  c4ita) works projects that have been deferred but about real
people who live in homes worth more than those in Salisburyysney for real class size changes and for real issues such as:
and let them know that the Liberal Party wants them to pay $8 million for more primary school counsellors:

more. We will write to people living in Housing Trust . ¢4 5 yilion from the Department of Administrative and
residences and let them know that the Liberal Party wants Information Services to build housing for teachers in

them to pay more. We will write to pensioners and say that . i : : :
the opp(?sigon said that they do n(?t want concessionys. We reg|o_nz?1| areas (which is acomr_mtment to reg|_ona_l areas);
will let everyone know what the Leader of the Opposition i\zler?(;llljlgn extra for school maintenance, which is long
said: it will be his crown of thorns. ~ . .

The budget has a series of measures designed to provide $12 million extra funding for new cost pressures in TAFE
for today while preparing for tomorrow. It is an excellent way over th_e _next four ye:?lrs, . ]
of summing up what the Treasurer's budget does. For the first $9-4 million for TAFE's IT systems and infrastructure;
time, according to a chart in front of me, we had accrual and $8.8 million for the Mawson Institute of TAFE in the

cash surpluses in 2002-03. This has never been achieved wester.n'suburbs; an(.zl' _ .
before— - $10 million to rehabilitate the veterinary and applied

Mr Scalz interjecting: sciences facilities at the Torrens Valley Institute.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The member for Hartley says, The list goes on. The member for Bragg said that there was
‘It is a cruel budget. Well, that is original; we have never nothing to boast about in this budget and, by implication, that
heard that before. It goes on about projected cash surplustere was nothing for Liberal seats. | point out that the
and accrual surpluses into 2004-05, 2005-06 and 2006-07 Golonel Light Primary School—
understand that this is the first time in South Australia’s The Hon. K.O. Foley: Four police stations!
history, at least since we started accrual accounting, that this Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | will refer to that in a moment—
state will have an accrual surplus for the next four out of fivenas been allocated $2.87 million, with $5 million for
years. That is something quite impressive and something RAlillunga Primary School. That is education alone. Our new
Lucas was never able to deliver to South Australians. | thinkpolice minister, much to some people’s shock and horror, has
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built four new police stations, and | believe that only one ofbooks. We will be the most fiscally sound, responsible
those is in a Labor electorate. government of the 21st century. The former government is
The Hon. K.O. Foley: Four conservative electorates! not a hard act to follow. It is fairly easy to be fiscally
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Four conservative electorates are responsible compared with the former government. First, we
getting new police stations. Are we being accused of porkean tell the difference between capital expenditure and
barrelling? Are we being accused of spending in places whemecurrent expenditure and, secondly, we run surpluses that the
there is no need? No, because this government allocatésheral Party could only dream about—not $1 million or
money and finances to where they are most needed. We &2 million surpluses but, rather, $49 million surpluses. We
not get out the electorate map, as a former minister did, andre talking $500 million cash surpluses; we are talking
ask, ‘Which bus routes shall we close? We'll go through thesurpluses into the next five years.
Labor electorates and close those and not hurt ours.” Diana In 1998-99, under Rob Lucas, we had a $200 million-plus
Laidlaw was caught with her hands in the tin, but she iscash deficit and under accrual $300 million. In 1999-2000 it
retiring and | do not want to get stuck into her too much,got better. It went to $220 million cash deficit and accrual
because | have a soft spot for her. over $400 million. In 2000-01, the cash deficit went back a
Of great interest to me and to those in the western suburliit—up to about $110 million, but the accrual was still
is minister John Hill's great initiative to double stormwater around $400 million. In the first budget we brought in, we
funding. As the member for Bragg is aware, her constituentayent down to just under $100 million and under about
along with others in the eastern suburbs, through no fault @70 million cash. Now we are in surplus—$500 million cash
their own quite regularly flood the western suburbs; quitesurplus. This is a set of numbers that Rob Lucas could only
often their stormwater of chardonnay flows down to thedream about but, in the words of Mohammed Ali, if Rob
western suburbs. We are minding our own business, and litucas even dreams about bringing down a budget such as
comes in through our front door! We are very grateful for thisthis, he had better wake up and apologise.
water. After the former minister halved stormwater funding
to the councils from $2 million in the 2000-01 or the 2001-02 The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW  (Bright): Like my
budget, we restored it in our first budget to $4 million. Wecolleagues on this side of the house, | rise to express my
have increased it again to $8 million and, hopefully, this willconcern about the budget that has been handed down in this
be matched by local councils, raising it to $16 million. place, for there is no doubt that what we are now seeing is the
This money is the first real attempt to deal with theLabor Party of old showing its spots. | know the backbench-
stormwater issue in the western suburbs and is the first rears at the handing down of the first Labor government budget
attempt by any government to try to have a community-widevere somewhat restless. Indeed, many of those backbenchers
approach to fix infrastructure to help people in the westerglaimed that the first Labor government budget could well
suburbs. This means that my constituents will finally receivéhave been a Liberal budget—and there is no doubt that it had
capital works programs that will begin to alleviate the many of those strong overtones. There is a very simple reason
stormwater problems that are crippling their house prices arfigr that: the first Labor budget was largely a bastardised
increasing their insurance payments. Liberal budget. Effectively, it was a budget that was put
If you live in certain parts of the western suburbs, it istogether by the Liberal Party in government and had changes
almost impossible to get flood insurance, and now locamade to it, after Labor came into power, in time to hand it
councils are posting maps in their council chambers andown as its budget.
advising real estate agents to inform potential buyers of the This is now the government’s first real test, for this is the
flood risk in certain areas. When you put your house up fobudget that Labor has put together by itself. | do not see the
sale, or you want to get it revalued by the bank, the locabackbenchers in the corridors being joyfully happy about the
council is quite rightly saying that these homes are built ifbudget. The reason is that they know full well that what they
flood areas and that potential buyers should beware. are being asked to do is to embark upon a sales campaign of
While everyone else is going through a property boom andiction, distorted facts and gloss and glamour to make this
the people in the good areas of Burnside, Rose Park arftlidget out to be something that it is not. Let us look at the
St Georges are getting huge value for their dollar as a resufiacts that this budget puts before the people of South
of property price increases, those of us in Brooklyn ParkAustralia. This budget delivers a new water tax of $30 a year
Torrensville, Mile End, Cowandilla and West Beach areon all households and $135 on business. It delivers what we
suffering because of the flood issue. | have even heard thaee as an increase of about $85 per car in the city for a six
the council is asking for people to include the flood riskcylinder car. That is $37 in this budget, and $85 overall in a
problems on the section 7 form. The Building Code of12-month period. We have also seen a training tax hit through
Australia requires that we must take into account a one in 10this government, with a 50 per cent increase in apprentice and
years flood when we renovate or build a new home. Thatainee fees. | am sure that many Labor members have
means that, if a person has an existing home and wants gpprentices living in their electorate, and | will enjoy hearing
build an extension, the extension must cater for a one in 1080w the member for West Torrens explains to apprentice
years flood, even though the rest of the house is not coverellairdressers in his electorate why he supports the $160 a year
People cannot get planning approval unless they sign extra training tax that must be paid for their apprenticeship.
waiver form waiving all indemnity to the council. Under an A 40 per cent increase in mining royalties has also been
act of this parliament, councils are responsible for stormwateiouted, and | will come back to that a bit later.
management, so it is a dog’s breakfast. This is the first In a very sneaky, underhanded way, just prior to the
government that has put any real money into trying to fix thisoudget being delivered, a 5.6 per cent increase in domestic
issue. gas prices for householders slipped through, Labor obviously
Overall, our commitment to health, education, regionahoping it would be hidden amongst the budget hype of the
South Australia, road safety, police and, most importantlyday. On average, all government charges have increased by
fiscal responsibility has put this government in the history3.9 per cent and, for the benefit of the member for West
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Torrens, | advise that that includes train, tram and bus fares, better hospital system evolving. In fact, this government has
fines, and so on. We have also seen stamp duty on mortgagasen closing beds, not opening them. So, therein lies broken
increase from 35¢ per $100 to 45¢ per $100. While theoromise number 4. ‘Proceeds from all speeding fines will go
emergency services levy has not been increased in rate, thepolice and road safety.” There is nothing in this budget that
government stands to gain a windfall from that in the vicinitydirects proceeds from all speeding fines to road safety and
of $4 million, simply due to increased property values. Therepolicing: far from it. So, again, we would have to say, yet
has also been a new levy on commercial fishing vessels. another broken pledge: that is pledge number 5 also broken.

That comes in the climate fO”OWing the delivery of the The last p|edge iS, ‘We will cut government waste and
pledge card, the card that went to all South Australianedirect millions of dollars now spent on consultants to
households, and | am sure all Labor members rememberfospitals and schools, Labor’s priorities.” Unfortunately for
well. Ithas a photograph of a smiling Mike Rann on the front,_abor, the consultancies had been cut. The consultancies
saying: were put in place for good reason, and perhaps Labor

My pledge to you—Mike Rann, Parliament House, North members of parliament would prefer to suffer from memory
Terrace, Adelaide. Labor, the right priorities for South Australia. loss on this front. But consultancies were put in p|ace to
That is what he told us. On the other side was a series of sgffectively take advice on how to clean up Labor’s mess. We
things that he pledged, and the card said: engaged international bankers to advise us on the sale of the

Keep this card as a check that | keep my pledges. assets of the old State Bank, the bank on which Labor lost so

much money. And there is very good reason for that. There

I have kept Mike Rann’s card as a check that he keeps h5§ : : :
actually not a day-to-day need for international banking
pledges. He told us that, under Labor, there would be no mor pertise within government. You actually do not need that

privatisations. That is not what the budget papers show. The%en a regular basis, so we brought them in as consultants.

will be more privatisations under Labor, and the list even™ = "~ .
includes the prison system. The government is looking to  Likewise, we had to engage consultants for the leasing of

undertake a deal to have a private prison system operating i€ governments electricity business. We had to do that,

South Australia. Labor has already broken that first pledge?9&in to pay back Labor's massive debt. Again, you do not
have a day-to-day need for those sorts of positions. Once their

It also said that it would fix the electricity system and’ b 4 h ded S .
bring in cheaper power. Instead, it has delivered a 32 per celPS Were done, they were not needed any more. S0, surprise,

increase in electricity to all South Australian households and?U/PMS€ fo_r Labor: they came in an_d there were not the
at the same time, the interconnector to New South Wales {gonsultancies to slash. In fact, itis going to be very interes-
not being built and is caught up in the court system. DoubtiNd {0 guestion this government during the estimates process:
less, given the way this government is carrying on, '[ha{h,ere !safawchance that they might be spendlng more. Time
matter will be there for a long time and one must questionfVill Pring the proof of whether or not that is the case. | would
whether there is any value in it. Energy experts assessing tif9ue that the six pledges that were circularised in South
Riverlink interconnector, now known as SNI, say there is n ustralian letterboxes by the Labor government before the
benefit from building it anyway, because Murraylink, which 12St €lection have already been well and truly broken.
was built by the private sector, is delivering electricity over  The signatory, Mike Rann, says, ‘Keep this card as a
the border into South Australia. The government has nogheck that | keep my pledges.” Well, I have bad news for the
delivered on promise No. 2. Premier: he should not have circulated this so far and wide,
Promise No. 3 was better schools and more teachers.because he does not keep his pledges. Perhaps he has been
defy any Labor member of parliament to stand up and sagncouraged by the Treasurer, because the Treasurer, of
that the school system is getting better and there are mog®urse, offered this chamber those wonderful words of
teachers. When one looks at the education spend, includingisdom that are a matter of parliamentary record of 15 July
TAFE, one notes that the actual percentage of budge002, when he said, "You don't have the moral fibre to go
allocated towards education, including TAFE, under the laspack on your promises: | have. That is what the now
Liberal budget was 25.2 per cent. This budget deliverdreasurer was saying in this chamber about the Liberal Party:
24.3 per cent. So the education sector has a declining shaf€ has the moral fibre to go back on his promises. Well, he
of the state budget under this Labor government. Those af@s proven that. Labor has gone back on every single pledge
the facts. No Labor member can dispute that because thod&at it put on that summary card to the electorate, and the
are the facts, and they are derived from their own budgetorrifying thing is that not only do the Labor members show
papers. no remorse for this scandalous act, they are actually proud of
Those facts will start to manifest themselves in terriblelt-
ways in our school system. | well remember what happened | find it disgraceful that this parliament has to hear people
under Labor of old, the way in which education standard$rom the Labor Party stand with pride over breaking commit-
dropped, the discipline standards in our schools dropped, amdents to the South Australian electorate. | do not dispute that
the maintenance on the buildings became non-existent. Wat times there may be a need for governments to change
inherited an education system in tatters. It was morally irdirection on that which they touted, but at least they could do
tatters, teachers were depressed about their work environméntvith some humility. | was part of the cabinet that had to
and the educational facilities were literally falling down make the decision about the lease of our electricity assets, and
around their ears through lack of maintenance. that meeting was not held on one day but over multiples of
As Labor starts to drive down the percentage of ‘spenddays, to go back on that promise. | can assure members that
that the education budget gets, we will return to those darkhat was not done with anything but humility, and it was done
days that Labor forced upon our education system. So, we avéth regret. But we had no choice. This government,
already seeing that promise also broken. They also saithowever, has plenty of choices. Basically, it made promises
‘Better hospitals and more beds’. Under the current Ministethat it had absolutely no intention of keeping, for no sooner
for Health no-one in this parliament can claim to have seemas this government in office than it started to break them.
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| want to turn briefly to the impact of this budget on the by SACOME (South Australian Chamber of Minerals and
mining industry. | am pleased that the member for Giles is irEnergy) on 29 May, as a result of the budget. It is the first
the chamber to hear this, because she is one member of ttime in my 13% years in this parliament that | have seen the
Labor Party who must not be happy with this section of themining representative body come out and attack a govern-
budget, since it has a significant effect on her electorate. Thment. Why has it attacked this government? Because of the
member for Giles knows full well that the mining industry savage blow that it has dealt. | will quote some extracts from
puts more than $2.2 billion into the South Australianthat press release, as follows:
economy and is responsible for some 7 500 direct jobs: avery  ynilaterally increasing taxes and blanket banning of explor-
important industry. You would think it is an industry that ation and mining from large parts of South Australia is not sending
would be cherished by a government. But not thisa message to potential investors that South Australia has a political,
government—because it has delivered the most cruel seri%@“'atc?ry and tax regime that supports business and investment.

= . . creasing royalties will make it harder for a number of fledgling
of vicious blows to the mining sector that has been dellvereifrojeCts to come to fruition.
to that sector since the dreadful days of the Dunstan an?

Bannon governments, but this is probably an even more'; oL )
severe ingstance. P y t is classifying it as a bad budget for investment, a bad

Ms Breuer interjecting: budget for mining and a bad budget for employment. That is
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Giles Something that the member for Giles should remember full

does not agree. She can listen to what | say here. She hwell, because the majority of the mining activity occurs in the

every right to stand up in the chamber and put her point o orthern region of our state, a_nd a sig_nificant part of it within
view. | challenge the member for Giles to stand up and puEer electqrqte. As she sits qwetly_ by in thg caucus room and
any point against what | am putting to claim it to be Wrong_aIIows this impost to occur, she is desertlng her elgctorate
I will put the following facts to the house. This government &1d: frankly, she deserves to be unceremoniously ditched at
has flagged in the budget an increase in royalties from thi{1€ Next election for abdicating her responsibilities by not
mining industry. It presently can take up to 2% per cent: itattack[ng what her party—.the party she is part of—has done
wants to take up to 3% per cent. In fact, the Treasurer tol{f th€ industry through this budget.
this house today that the industry was quite happy with that Mrs Geraghty: That's just rubbish.
(1 will come back to that comment in a minute). The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Torrens

The government also has cut back further on TEiSAnterjects and says itis just rubbish. Clearly, the member for
(Targeted Exploration Initiative for South Australia) funding, Torrens has no interest in job creation, no interest in employ-
which was a funding system set up to undertake the collectiofent opportunities and no interest in investment, for she
of aeromagnetic/electromagnetic data to be able to digitis@ould decry as rubbish the facts that have been put forward
data about the prospectivity of an area, even to drill explorin this debate. The member for Torrens clearly has not even
ation holes, to encourage mining companies to go ahead afi@d the budget papers. The industry also states:
explore an area. It was done for good reason, because in Itis not acceptable for the government to inject $3.4 million into
South Australia we have a problem that is not faced by othethe Defence Industry Advisory Board, in order to develop the
states with respect to their mining. The layers of sedimer%efence sector, and yet give nothing to the Resources Industry

- - P evelopment Board.

(for want of a simpler expression) above the deposits is suc
that there are deeper layers to get through than if someoride Resources Industry Development Board has been set up
was mining in Western Australia, Queensland or New Soutfto advise government on expanding and improving mining
Wales. That is why our royalty level has always been lowePpportunities in South Australia. This budget has given them
here in South Australia, because we recognise that they ha@thing but, as the mining industry points out, $3.4 million
to spend more to find the minerals in the first place; wehas been put into the defence industry. Where are the
recognise that they have to spend more to extract the minera¥iorities of this government? | do not decry the money going
in the first place, and the lower royalty rate is what has helpetP defence; it is an important industry for our state, but the
get them here in the first place. To encourage them tgesources industry injects more than $2.2 billion and, for the
explore, we ensured that the TEiSA program was up angember for Torrens’ benefit, that is $2 200 million. 1 might
running. Under a Liberal government, the former budget wagdd that it is not as much as was lost by the State Bank under
for a $2.26 million program: this government has slashed ifier party but, even so, that is a lot of money and it is every
to $1.26 million. This government has cut that program byyear. Thankfully, Labor did not lose the money from the State
some $1 million—it has cut it by more than 40 per cent—andBank every year while it was in office, abusing our economy.
it expects the mining industry to be grateful. The governmenf his is an important industry, and you would think the
expects the mining industry to be grateful that it will tax it government would have appreciated that and handed down
more: it expects the mining industry to be grateful that it is& budget accordingly but, indeed, it has not done so.
not putting in the funds to assist it. | also mentioned that, on the day the budget was handed

But it gets worse. The government also said before théown, this government slipped through in a very sneaky and
election that it thought mining was important, and that it wagunderhanded fashion, as is their way, an increase in gas prices
different from the Labor Party of old, so it promised that it to domestic consumers. Perhaps the member for Torrens will
would create a separate mining department. That has nsupport that, too. It went up by 5.6 per cent. The minister last
happened either. The government has also backed down year indicated thiea 6 per cent increase was occurring only
that promise. But it gets worse. It has bogged the separatiecause the Liberal government had been artificially holding
organisation responsible for mining down with another areglown prices for the election. | want to put some facts on the
of administration. It has transferred energy into that area (antcord.
I will cover that at another time). In 1998-99 my colleague Rob Kerin was the minister for

I will tell the government how happy the mining industry energy, and under him there was a 2 per cent increase in gas
is about its budget. | have in my hand a press statement issupdces. Under him again for 1999-2000 there was a 3 per cent

hat is what the mining industry is saying about this budget.
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increase in gas prices. Under my hand as minister for energgnge of component parts that give strength to economic
for 2000-01 there was a 3.2 per cent increase in gas pricedevelopment and growth, and this budget alone identifies
and under my hand for 2001-02 there was a 3.3 per cersome $10 million (or 23 per cent) underspent on capital
increase. Under Labor there have been 6 per cent and 5.5 pgorks alone. | would like to summarise the areas of schools
centincreases. We have a government that is either bucklirand hospitals that missed out on critical capital works
to pressure from industry and not assessing demands propedgending; and, in some cases, completion dates have been
when allowing increases in gas prices or, more insidiougpushed out by years.
perhaps it is actually allowing price increase creep to occur Stages 2 and 3 of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital redevelop-
in the view that, if it goes up further, it will not have to go up ment, an $11 million slippage, which meant a two-year
quite as much and they can increase it by 32 per cent as thextension on the project; the Murray Bridge Hospital, a
have for electricity gradually in smaller chunks than in one$2.9 million slippage and a three-year extension on the
hit. That appears to be the way this government is maladminproject; the Renmark Hospital, $150 000 lost and a 12-month
stering the energy portfolio. | might add that it is an energyextension on the project; the Margaret Tobin Mental Health
portfolio with an energy minister who has no departmentalnit at the Flinders Medical Centre, an $8.5 million slippage
responsibility, for no energy CEOs report directly to him. and a 12-month extension on the project; the Mental Health
Unit at the Repatriation General Hospital, a $2.6 million
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): This Labor govern-  slippage and a two-year extension on the project; and a
ment's budget simply means that the Labor governmentSACOS children’s facility to meet high support needs of
second budget creates a massive tax impost on the stategifildren in the care of the minister delayed by some 12
South Australia, its families, communities and businessesnonths.
Total revenue to government will be $600 million higher than  So, again, this budget shows that Labor has cut funds to
last year, and we know from the government’s past year'gealth. The previous Liberal government allocated some
budget that a windfall of $700 million now also sits in 24.7 per cent of its budget to health. This Labor budget has
Treasury. To add insult to injury, Treasurer Foley has beeallocated 24.1 per cent, and that is not even enough to keep
bragging that he was anticipating budget surpluses afip with inflation. | refer to one of the northern hospitals, the
$659 million in the next three years. Lyell McEwin hospital, which was included in development
However, neither the Treasurer nor the Premier haarranged by the Liberal government. The announcement by
explained to the South Australian community either last yeathis government of the 15 bed intensive care unit and the
or this year why hundreds of millions of dollars are beingeight bed coronary care unit at that hospital was part of the
accumulated over their four year term to the collective mas$87 million redevelopment of the hospital started by the
of some $1 billion. To collect this staggering pot of money,Liberal government.
the government has chosen to break every promise made to In its budget the Rann government has provided enough
South Australians on coming to office by increasing taxes anéinds to open only 10 of the intensive care unit beds by
cutting hundreds of services, programs and jobs. Not eveDecember this year; but the amazing part of the lack of
their declared special priorities that were to be quarantinegesources in the budget is that the Rann government has failed
from any funding cuts by this government have escaped th® commit funds to staff those beds. There is no money to
slashing cuts delivered by Labor in this budget. The signifiemploy intensive care medical specialists, cardiac specialists,
cantly important areas of health, hospitals, education andxtra nursing staff and specialist intensive care nursing staff
police have all been cut. or to upgrade the skills of existing nursing staff. Therefore,
Of course, you will not hear that being said by thewe have a new intensive care unit with no staff and no
Treasurer or his ministers, but the reality is in this budgetpatients, and there has been no commitment to open the eight
Under a Liberal government, education received 25.2 per cepiew coronary care unit beds, either.
of the total budget. Under this Labor budget education has This is Labor's second budget without reference to
been decreased to 24.3 per cent of the total budget this yegreating employment, and | think we all mentioned that there
| also remind members that, up to December last year, morgas no employment plan in the first budget. Again, more job
than $20 million worth of public school building work had cuts are planned across the board and, as we can see from this
been put on hold whilst another review was undertaken, Budget, a lack of any investing opportunities by this govern-
review which, by December, was one of more than 7Oment. Any investing opportunities have certainly been
reviews initiated by the government at that time, and | believégnored. Perhaps all this disinterest in job creation is indica-
that number is now more than 180. tive of the government’s low priority for employment. There
However, the brief of that review was to look at whetheris certainly no major employment strategy. In fact, across the
or not school building projects, which were budgeted for byportfolio of government there does not yet appear to be any
the Liberal government, would go ahead—$20 million put onstrategies of policy, direction or, indeed, vision for the state
hold and not spent out of last year’s budget, which meanto move positively forward.
reduced employment potential throughout the range of South | would also like to point out that the risk factor associated
Australian industries that would benefit from a $20 million with budget cuts or the withholding of millions of dollars,
investment relating to goods and services provided tavhich should be recognised as investment funds supporting
complete these projects. The importance of this expenditureconomic growth, will have dire consequences for employ-
by government is quite significant to the state, and it shouldnent growth. This state has already experienced horrendous
certainly not be understated. mass unemployment during the term of the last Labor
The expenditure, and therefore the circulation, of investgovernment. We saw 30 000 jobs lost during the last year of
ment of $20 million assists to underpin the economic stabilityLabor’s term and unemployment at 12.5 per cent, thankfully
of the state, as does the whole of the budget expenditure ofit by half by the previous Liberal government, and it does
the state. So, to withhold tens of millions of dollars or,not give me great confidence that the Labor minister for
indeed, hundreds of millions dollars, places at great risk themployment who presided over those 30 000 job losses and
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the 12.5 per cent unemployment is the current Premier of thimne hardest hit by this mean-minded budget. The cost of
state. | have even less confidence in his major ministerunning an average car has increased by about $85 per year
Treasurer Foley, being able to distinguish between a budgéthat is over $170 for a two-car family). There is no saving
deficit and a budget surplus. grace in this budget for families, especially young families
With the increased costs that we have seen introduced inith mortgages, on lower incomes, trying desperately to
this budget, we know that a great deal of impost will bemake every dollar count week by week.
placed on the people of South Australia. | wish to note the Insurance taxes will bring a further $17 million, totalling
inability of this government to establish any form of leader-$270 million, into Treasury coffers in this budget. Business
ship to plan and direct the way forward for South Australiawill pay an extra $33 million in payroll tax and, overall, will
and its people. For 14 months, the current term of thisontribute $678 million to government coffers. Total revenue
government, the only direction of government has been tto government will be $600 million, which is higher than last
decimate services to our state’s communities by its onlyear.
noticeable program, and that is the massive funding cuts | previously pointed out Treasurer Foley’s brag that he
program projected to continue for the next three years twvas anticipating budget surpluses of $659 million in the next
accumulate just under $12 billion prior to the election. few years. Why, then, is this a mean-minded budget which
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Chapman): Order! If severely hits the hip pocket of every South Australian? Why
members to my right wish to have a conversation perhap#as a high increase placed on the South Australian Ambu-
they could either leave the chamber or keep it to an inaudibl&nce Service—a 17.6 per cent increase for this emergency
level. service, which takes the cost of an emergency ambulance
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Thank you, Madam Acting journey to $650, with full ambulance_ cover rising to a cost of
Speaker. One billion dollars will be withheld from South $96—when Treasury funds are rolling in from every turn of
Australians, from circulation in our state’s economy and fromEVery page in this budget?

investment in our constituencies across South Australia. Do AS | mentioned earlier, this is Labor’s second budget
without reference to creating employment. Instead, we have

we have a direction or policy or vision by this government to -
more job cuts planned across the board and, as we can all see

explain this massive accumulation of millions of dollars, Or e om this budaet. a lack of vesting opportunities. as | said
to explain what a billion dollars will purchase in three years’earlier 9et, 9 opp ’

) - e : . .
time for the benefit of South Australians? The answer is no. In the 14 months of Labor government, gas prices will

There is no direction, no policy, and certainly no vision. Thehave risen by almost 12 per cent. The 6 per cent increase in
government has promlsed. a great dgal to the people of thig;q budget will mean a further $24 a year for families and
state, both prior to the election and during the past 12 monthgy, ,seholders. The Labor government's budget, as | started
The premier's media campaign highlighted his pledge cardiaying, is simply a massive tax impost on the state of South
of promises to South Australians. The pledge card, as we alystralia, its families and certainly its communities. With the
now acknowledge, has been recycled. | say recycled, as thigcrease in the price of basic facilities such as electricity and
is the only value leftin the little red pledge card of promisesgas, we all know that product manufacturers will suffer
as all of those promises have now been broken. increased costs of production which, in turn, will be passed
More importantly, we seem to have a treasurer who haen to the consumer and inflate the cost of living for all South
difficulty in being able to count, and | think most people Australians. Every South Australian taxpayer will contribute
would agree that that is certainly a difficulty for a treasurer.to this government’s massive tax slug and, if you relate it to
I well remember the 1997 election campaign when treasuregvery man, woman and child in this state, it equates to $1 678
Foley was presenting the Labor opposition’s alternativenore than last year. This is an additional $62 in state taxes
budget at a media conference and, when asked specificalpove what was paid last year by South Australians.
about a $200 million figure he had earlier talked about, he Mr Brindal: How much?
could no longer find it. Whilst he shuffled through his  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: An additional $62. From across
impressive tome of papers in a most embarrassed manner, thevernment departments which provide services to South
media packed their cameras and microphones and walked ostistralians, $540 million has been cut, which is $540 million
Of course, it would appear that reading fieancial Review  added to the Treasurer’s coffers. The government’s latest tax-
in this chamber during question time for the next four yearsgrabbing measures will ensure a further $224 million from
for the benefit of the TV cameras, did not enhance th&outh Australians, with increases in fees and charges such as
treasurer’s ability to understand the counting methods obus fares, driver’s licences and car registrations. Gambling
budget analysis or the difference between a deficit and taxes are expected to return a further 8 per cent, providing an
surplus. additional $36 million to the government, increasing the total
So how can the people of this state, or indeed oppositiotax take from poker machines to $372 million.
members, have confidence in the holder of this state’s purse At this point | have not even mentioned the amazing,
when this most important high office is held by a personabsolutely obscene tax that has been put on for the River
incapable of distinguishing between surplus funds and fundslurray—$30 for every family in this state—to pay an
in deficit? With nearly $600 million extra going to treasury amount that this government has not even thought of paying
this year this government has had an opportunity to give soméself. There is not one single dollar more in this budget
back to alleviate the impost of the huge electricity cost taowards the River Murray, yet this government can tax every
families, pensioners and self-funded retirees who are nowdividual in our community with an added impost on top of
suffering from Labor’s acceptance of a 25 per cent increasall the other tax increases—the fundamental tax increases on
in electricity costs. This government had an opportunity tatems that affect their daily living such as electricity and gas.
increase a range of concessions, including water and seweknd now we have this water tax because this government has
age rates, council rates and third party insurance premiumeefused to place one more of its appropriated dollars towards
Low income earners, families and self-funded retirees will behe River Murray. | would not mind to such a degree if this
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government had opened up its massive windfall coffers and Mrs REDMOND: | agree with the Leader of the Opposi-

placed some of its money where its mouth is. tion’s comments that this is a pessimistic budget with little
Members interjecting: vision and no talk of new jobs. Having been privileged to
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Chapman): Order! attend the Economic Growth Summit, one of the fundamental

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: All we have seen is a further messages therefrom was that attitudinal change and a bit of
impost on the families and businesses of this state, and thpositive thinking in this state are two of the things we need.
is absolutely obscene when it is not necessary. This goveri®ne of my other concerns is the fact that it has been touted
ment, which is accumulating huge amounts of funding fromas such an economically wonderful budget when the Treasur-
its tax increases last year and its cuts across every goverer keeps accusing others of fiscal vandalism.
ment department, which affect services provided to South In April this year, Access Economics in tHeudget
Australia, now turns around and says, ‘You people out ther&lonitor highlighted the accrual budget position (incorporat-
in this state, we want you to add a further $30 out of youring the state sector). The Treasurer, when he talks about the
hard earned pay.’ This is a real hip pocket tax which | ambudget, leaves out agencies such as TransAdelaide, the
sure will come back and bite this government regardless dPassenger Transport Board and the Housing Trust, etc. When
the sensitivity of the issues surrounding the River Murray. Ifone looks at the reality when these agencies are included, we
there is a sensitive matter about the River Murray, it is thdind that the last Liberal budget in 2001-02, which included
lack of intestinal fortitude by the government to put appropri-all those agencies, had a $5 million surplus. The first Labor

ation money into the River Murray Fund— government budget had a $32 million deficit, and the current
Members interjecting: budget has a $157 million deficit. Indeed, they are planning
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! to go to a $192 million deficit by next year. So, talking about

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: —and that would have been fiscal vandalism seems to be entirely inappropriate on the part
easier to accept, but, because this government has denied arfythe Treasurer, when it is clearly he who is the fiscal
further funding, it begs the question just exactly what is thisvandal.
minister who is responsible for water in this state doing. He Interms of the people of Heysen, whom | represent, | am
has absolutely capitulated to the eastern states, which do npleased to say that their views on budgets are not governed
have the political will to take the measures that are necessagntirely by their own hip pockets and the hip pocket nerve.

to cut back water use in those states. The most important indicator | get from surveys in the
Members interjecting: electorate is that for them the most important issue is the
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley environment. It would have been possible to introduce a

will resume his seat. River Murray levy, which would do something for the

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: South Australia, as the down- environment, and they would happily have accepted it, but to
stream user of this river after water is taken out by the eastefmave introduced it the way this government has seems to be
states, needs someone in this government who has the bafistep in the wrong direction. For a start, the government has
to get out there and actually say that it is time that the eastero idea what it will do with the levy, anyway. It is not making
states pulled in their heads in terms of management, got trany contribution, so it is not putting anything into bettering
political will, and drew back on some of the water that theythe situation of the River Murray.
have enabled to be used over the years; it is unconscionable. Given the windfall in property taxes, it should simply have
At least South Australia has managed its water (as it shouldpplied that money instead of suggesting that it go back into
from the 1970s. The eastern states have not yet got thany tax benefit for the people of this state. People all over the
political will, and we have not seen a minister of this state would have been happy to not receive a tax benefit—and
government with enough political guts to stand up to highey have not, anyway—with the money being used to benefit
Labor counterparts in the eastern states and say, ‘What wike River Murray. Instead of that, the government is charging
have been doing is total management; it's now up to you téhis tax, which is even more inequitable for businesses than
do exactly the same.’ for private individuals, because the newsagent in Stirling will

I think time has got away from me considerably, but | ampay the same rate—$135—as Mitsubishi. Each business will
sure | will add to these remarks in the grievance debate. Thegay the same, and that is simply inequitable.

Rann government spin doctors can create populist rhetoric The other environmental issue is the care of parks because
and manipulate the media to falsely impress South Auswe have numerous parks and friends of parks groups and they
tralians until the strength of current economic indicators startgre hard-working. We have Belair, Scott Creek, Mark
to dissipate and the hip pocket of South Australians i€liphant, Stirling linear park, Mount George and numerous
stretched to unreasonable limits. With this government'arks around the place. Funding those groups of volunteers
proclivity to raise taxes and charges and its inability to makés a significant issue for people in my area. More money
decisions to look to future prosperity, it seems unlikely thatheeds to be directed to them and, unfortunately, | have not yet
we will have long to wait for the rhetoric to be seen for whatfound in the budget—and | must confess to a certain ignor-
it is and the inevitable downturn in our economy because ofnce in deciphering what these budget papers mean at
the inaction of this government. times—any increased funding for them. The difficulty is that
often these friends of parks groups get money for weed

Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Madam Acting Speaker— control projects, but the money goes only part of the way, so

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Hear, hear! Good member. At they can kill the weeds, but they do not get to do the clean up
last! afterwards, so they are left with a bigger problem than they

Mrs REDMOND: | am pleased to hear the Attorney- started with.

General being so complimentary, especially when | say that The other interesting thing is the cool burning needed in
| have some concerns about this budget. the national parks. We need to balance our risks and it is

Members interjecting: clear, when one does that balancing exercise, that cool

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! burning of national parks is of significant benefit to the
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community overall and will reduce the risk of major wild fire Tourism Commission—the flagship of tourism in South
in this state. We need to address those issues, and thus faklistralia—gets a whole $110 000.

have not found in the budget papers the detail of where that The money the government is taking out of this area is
will be of benefit. frightening. Itis clear that the tourism potential of this state

I am sorry that the Minister for Transp.ort is not in the has to be maximised, but this government is removing
chamber at the moment because | was going to congratulafgnding from things as important as the Barossa Festival, the
him on coming to my electorate to look at some of therpse Festival, the three-day horse trials, and so on. So, as the
transport issues, because that is the most important thing {@ader of the Opposition said, there will not be much
people in the electorate of Heysen. The periurban areas negfbpage in tourism, because there simply is no money being
much more service in the area of public transport. Peoplgpent in tourism. | cannot see anything in the budget to help
around Greenhill, Uraidla and Summertown constantly seekmall business generally. There is certainly no relief from
my assistance in getting better, more frequent bus servicgsayroll tax and, as | have already indicated, the unfairness of
over Ionger hours with more Ser\/lcesl on weekends and so Othe way this new Rann Murray River taxisto be imposed on
People in Upper Sturt and places like Cherry Gardens arémall business means that even the smallest business will face
seeking feeder services to feed into the main services, angactly the same impost as the largest business.
people as far away as Meadows and Kangarilla need to be 1,4 5164 of education is also important in Heysen, and |

able to get their children to and from school because there ﬁ’ote that previously 25.2 per cent of the budget under the

no way to do it in any reasonable way on public transport 3 iperal government was spent on education, and it has now

the moment. .
. C been reduced to 24.3 per cent. As a proportion of overall
The Hon. M. Atk,' hson interjecting: spending of government, given that you are saying that the
Mrs REDMOND: | am glad the Attormey-General says | gy, government will give a priority to education, that
he costed it all. When we increased the bus Service MOMeems to be strange. | am pleased to see that Mylor Primary
Aldgate out to Mount Barker, there was a 50 per centincreasg | is at Jast being funded, for at least the commencement
in the usage and it is clear that people in the hills are keen i3 y,e \york. It needs considerable work, and the money that
use public transport if only the service is provided for them'appears in the budget will probably supbly them with some

Instead of that, the papers indicate that there is likely to b?oilets, which are less than 150 metres from the building, so
more than 200 people cut from the Department of Transpothe yiqs do not have to go out in the sleet and snow in Mylor
and $7.7 million cut from bus services over the next fourm the middle of winter to get to a toilet
years. On the roads issue, the MlnlsterforTrar_lsport came up A number of other schools in the electorate still need
to the electorate and looked at a number of issues of IocalI nificant work done. In the case of Echunaa. | hope that the
significance. They are not big time and not high profile ar!os gc]me required is srﬁall enough not to nee% és eF():iaI linein
I would not expect to see them in the budget, but | am stilf"oney req 9 P

waiting to hear from the minister in respect of those items.gt‘?lbUdgst’ tbecags&at it Iihmt tr?e.rte.hl am ﬁ[cale?seld t[;at the
I congratulate him and thank him for coming up. | also IMing £ast project-—aithough 1t has eflectively been

congratulate him on the successful introduction of the€layed by two years by this government—is, nevertheless,

50 km/h road speed limit. | am hoping that in the next yeaP'oceeding at present, and hopefully it will be completed in
he will be able to establish that itis not just a revenue raisin§ M€ for the beginning of the 2004 year. _
measure but will have a significant impact on the road Itis notreadily identifiable in the budget—and I will no
statistics in this state. There are still a number of areas gfoubtbe asking about this in the estimates process—but three
inconsistency in the introduction of that 50 km/h limit, and Schools still appear to have no sufficient means of overcom-
some more money, time and thought needs to be put int&d & problem I mentioned at this time last year, that is, the
figuring out just where these 50 km/h zones should be, withvater supply problem. As a result of the fact that Uraidla,
appropriate signs, so that people coming from a 50 to &lorton Summit and Basket Range Primary Schools are not
60 km/h zone are aware that they have turned onto a mafn town water, whenever there is a blackout those schools
road and they are in a 60 km/h zone. have to close and send the children home, which is complete-
The other significant transport issue in the Heysery unacceptable in the 21st century. Indeed, | note that one of
electorate is the proposal to further downgrade the Old Mourthe targets mentioned in the budget is an increase in occupa-
Barker Road which, of course, until the opening of thetional health, safety and welfare performance across the
Heysen Tunnels, was the main artery by which those of us iRrganisation. How you can aim to have an increase in the

the Hills travelled to and from the city each day. That roadPerformance in the occupational health, safety and welfare
was a two lane each way road from Devil's Elbow up toarea and still have schools which have to close, because, if

Crafers. With the introduction of the tunnels it was down-they do not, teachers have to flush the toilets with buckets of

graded so that it was one lane each way plus a bike trackvater retrieved from the water tank is completely incredible.
There are discussions occurring on this issue—and unfortu- In relation to education, | found it interesting that they
nately | am missing a public meeting tonight—and anyseem to be just a tad top heavy. | notice there are nine full-
proposal to spend money to downgrade a road seems to Lime equivalents in the ministerial office, at a cost of over
nothing short of a nonsense. $932 000. In other words, that is $104 000 each, on average,
On the issue of small business and tourism—another ardar those people working in the minister’s office. | am sure
where the people of Heysen are most concerned—I was mattat all the teachers out there are well underpaid compared to
disturbed to hear in the Leader of the Opposition’s speecthat. The more interesting thing was that the work force
that, out of $8.6 billion in the budget, only $3.2 million is to summary from the education section showed that at 30 June
be spent on capital works, and that $3.2 million mostly goegast year (that is, just after this government came to power)
to the Convention Centre. In fact, according to the details, outhe number of full-time equivalents in the Education Depart-
of that $3.2 million the Convention Centre will get ment work force was 19 166. This government, with its
$3.082 million, the Entertainment Centre $130 000 and theriority in education, is aiming to change that 19 166 to
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19 146 this year. So, it is actually aiming to have 20 less full-  Mrs REDMOND: Not a lot. Most awful for regional

time equivalent teachers. development was the fact that—
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: No; fewer. Teachers are a  Membersinterjecting:
number, not an amount. The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Chapman): Order!

Mrs REDMOND: | accept the pedantic Attorney- Mrs REDMOND: This budget reveals that $9.3 million
General’s correction of my grammar; and it is fewer. Sowas meant to be spent on regional development grants and
there are fewer teachers, and that is what it shows in theubsidies in 2001-02, and by 2002-03 this government has
budget—full-time equivalents going down by 20 teachers. spent only $814 000 out of $9.3 million. That is less than

Ms Rankine: You are misrepresenting that, and you know10 per cent of what it was meant to be spending. The

it. government has had it under review, of course, because it
Mrs REDMOND: That is on page 8.2 of the Budget likes to spend a lot of money on reviews. There are now over

Paper 4, Volume 2, if you would like to see it. 180 reviews going on. They promised to slash consultancies,
Ms Rankine interjecting: but at the same time as slashing consultancies—

Mrs REDMOND: That is exactly what it says; the Members interjecting:
member should have a look at the budget. In relation to rural  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! _
and regional matters, | was astonished. My electorate is Mrs REDMOND: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker.
diverse; admittedly, the area of Stirling and Aldgate is largelyVe had a number of successful economic development
a dormitory suburb, but by far the largest geographical areBrograms which were already operating when this govern-
of my electorate is rural and concerned with farmingMent came to power and it is simply not proceeding with
enterprises. What do we have under our budgets? RodBeém. The Food for the Future program is just one that
maintenance has been cut, crime prevention has been redu@RPPears to be at risk. South Australia increased its food
by $800 000 and, if that is not bad enough, there is a furthe®XPOrts— ) o
24.7 per cent cut this year. We have not one more policeman The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: _
to improve our safety. Clearly, this government is interested Mrs REDMOND: [t trebled. During the Liberal years,
only in suburban seats represented by Labor members, af@Pd exports in this state were trebled—
have forgotten the longer term interests of the state overall. Members interjecting:
Further, they have forgotten that our regional people are The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
responsible for huge economic input into this— The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: .
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting; The ACTING SPEAKER: Mr Attorney, please be silent.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Chapman): Order! The Mermbers interjecting:

member for Heysen is entitled to complete her contribution The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
in silence. Mrs REDMOND: | only need to say that we—

Mrs REDMOND: As | have said, the government is The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Heysen will

clearly interested in suburban seats. The things being pullétPMPIete her presentation in silence. o
out of regional South Australia are extraordinary. The . Mrs REDMOND: |cannot complete the presentation in

government is once again hitting the more remote commungilénce, Madam Acting Speaker—
ties. For instance, the increase in tax on commercial fisher- 1he ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Heysen has

the call.

men—
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: So, your electorate is remote . Mrs REDMOND: —but | do thank you foryour_ protec-
now? tion. The Liberal government had export growth sitting at 25

Mrs REDMOND: No. | have already explained that most to 35 per cent and it is now about 4 per cent, yet this govern-

of my electorate consists of regional and farming communiment continues to talk about how it will increase. In fact, my

ties recollection of the outcome of the Economic Development

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: They are not disadvantaged. ?g)r(?rln(;t Vgsréhf;gt': ga,:;?'r:%:ﬁg{;gl%Lc:ct’ﬁeexg\%trSnﬁ:/:r:ttEgs
Mrs REDMOND: No, | am suggesting that they are y ) ! 9

disadvantaged. They will be, though. if they stay under to start somewhere: it cannot wait until year nine and then

Labor qovernment for verv lona. | am still comind to ari Sqhink it will all fall into place. It cannot continue to take
9 fy ‘ong. gtogrp money out of the regions and continue to fail to support the

with the extra tax on commercial fishermen. It appears tha}Eevelopment of regional infrastructure in particular and

regardiess of whether of ot commercialfishermen actuall P (at f00d exports wil grow. To go ffom 25 to 35 per
9 .cent down to about 4 per cent is unbelievable.

use them, which seems to be typical of this government. It is Then we have things such as unfunded liabilities of

rather hard to countenance. The issue of fire trucks was al%orkCover and superannuation. Under the Liberals, it was

mentioned in at least one other speech | heard today. Le%%timated that by now we would have an unfunded superan-

'[Pl?cnkesy gzgqhgrri\%ogfgaﬁggfghnacﬁgelzut;ggnrg;&iﬂte 2&::;% ation liability of $3.3 billion, but it has now been reported
’ at, after just 16 months of Labor government, within four

emergency services review will be the ultimate combining of o - .« s will have blown out to $4.9 billion. That s a 50 per

services such as SES and CFS with concurrent combining gnt increase on the anticipated rate of blow-out.
resources. So, rather than each of those organisations

continuing to grow their resources and their fire trucks, and s RANKINE secured the adjournment of the debate.
so on, the ultimate outcome that this government is aiming
for will be a reduction in those resources, by combining the ADJOURNMENT
service into one body.

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Is there anything good we did At 10 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 3 June at
in the budget? 2p.m.



3316 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Monday 2 June 2003




