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The SPEAKER (Hon. I.P. Lewis) took the chair at

2 p.m. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, assented to the

following bills:

By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. M.J.

Atkinson)—

Regulations under the following Act—
Co-operatives—Corporations Act Application

By the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—

Response to recommendations made by the Social
Development Committee in its Sixteenth Report
entitled—Inquiry into Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder

Regulations under the following Acts—

Dental Practice—Supervision Requirements
Medical Practitioners—Practice Fee
South Australian Health Commission—Medicare

Constitution (Gender Neutral Language) Amendment,
Criminal Law Consolidation (Abolition of Time Limit for

Patients Fees

Prosecution of Certain Sexual Offences) Amendment,

By the Minister for Education and Children’s Services

Gaming Machines (Roosters Club Incorporated LicencefHon. P.L. White)—

Amendment,
Legal Practitioners (Insurance) Amendment,
Mining (Miscellaneous) Amendment,
Prohibition of Human Cloning,
Research Involving Human Embryo,

Shop Trading Hours (Miscellaneous) Amendment 2003,
Statutes Amendment (Equal Superannuation Entitlements

for Same Sex Couples),
Statutes Amendment (Gas and Electricity),
Statutes Amendment (Road Safety Reforms),

Statutes Amendment (Water Conservation Practices),

Supply 2003,
Training and Skills Development.

ZERO WASTE SA BILL

Regulations under the following Act—
Senior Secondary School Assessment Board of South
Australia—Curriculum Statements

By the Minister for Environment and Conservation (Hon.

J.D. Hilly—

Proclamation—
National Parks and Wildlife—Nene Valley
Conservation Park

By the Minister for Transport (Hon. M.J. Wright)—

Declaration—
Third Party Premiums Committee—Premiums 2003
and 2003

By the Minister for Tourism (HonJ D Lomax-Smith)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Fisheries—
Commercial Fees
Crab Net

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended
to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as
may be required for the purposes mentioned in the bill.

Meat Hygiene—Fees
Primary Industries Funding Schemes—McLaren Vale
Grape and Wine Group

By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
Education (Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith)—
Regulations under the following Act—

Training and Skills Development—Recognition Ser-
vices.

ELECTRICITY, PRICING

A petition signed by 48 citizens of South Australia,
requesting the house to urge the government to keep its
promise to the people of South Australia to deliver cheaper
electricity prices, was presented by the Hon. Dean Brown.

Petition received.

ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER: I lay on the table the interim report of
the committee, on the emergency services levy 2003-04,
which has been received and published pursuant to sec-

A petition signed by 671 residents of South Australia,tion 17(7) of the Parliamentary Committees Act 1991.
requesting the house to amend current legislation to allow
dogs, under effective control, to sit with their owners in all
outdoor dining areas, was presented by Dr McFetridge.

DOG CONTROL

QUESTION ON NOTICE

Petition received.
PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—

Regulations under the following Act—
Public Corporations—Industrial and Commercial
Premises Corp

By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—

Regulations—
Statutes Law Revision Regulations—Acts (Various)—
Clerical Amendments
Rules of Court—
Supreme Court—
Criminal Rules—Questionnaire Deleted
E-filing Pilot

The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answer to the
following question on théNotice Paper, as detailed in the
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in
Hansard: No. 154.

AGED CARE

In reply toHon. DEAN BROWN (13 May).

The Hon. L. STEVENS: South Australia did not miss out on an
estimated $8 million in the current financial year in aged care
payments due to new arrangements for building aged care facilities.

As indicated in my Press Release of 26 September 2002 the
Government ceased the HomeStart scheme to avoid an increase in
public debt. The Labor Government's capital loan process avoids this
increase.

There were 12 locations that had expressed interest in HomeStart
loan facilities at the time (May 2002) at which this avenue of finance
was closed. Of the 12, only three had progressed to the point where
an approval had been gained from HomeStart for the loan. These
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were Gumeracha, Kangaroo Island and Naracoorte for loans totalling Report received and ordered to be published.
$1.3 million and providing an additional 26 aged care places.

On the basis of the above dates it is possible that, as the approvals
had already been gained, there may have been delays of up to five POLICE, RADAR UNITS
months in the building of these facilities. However, these loans were
granted through the current scheme in October 2002. Since then the The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Acting Premier): | seek leave
relevant organisations have not spent the allocated funds. Ceasi make a ministerial statement
of the HomeStart process, as compared to the processes involved )
builditr)lg (}he faﬁilitiesl, has been immaterial in the availability ofaged ~ Leave granted.
care beds in those locations. . .

The other locations, at the time the HomeStart process was | he Hon. K.O. FOLEY: During answers to estimates
ceased had expressed interest in the loans without the necesséiyestions, two numbers were used regarding the proposed
documentation and approval being gained. According to Departmepurchase of mobile radar units by South Australia Police:
of Human Service's records the Social Assessments required faf,mbers were mentioned of 35 and 36. In order to remove

these facilities were not completed until November 2002. It is . . o
reasonable on that basis to conclude that no delays were experiencgiifusion, the number of mobile radars that the police intend

by these facilities. to purchase is 36. However, this number is still subject to
final tender and price processes, which may vary the number
HOUSING TRUST to be purchased.
In reply toHon. M.R. BUCKBY (15 May). It should be noted that, when considering this answer, the

_ The Hon. S.W. KEY: The Housing Trust has no intention of matter of the purchase, mix and deployment of speed
withdrawing its services from Gawler. Rather, it is examining oppor-detection devices are an operational matter for the ultimate

tunities to co-locate its service with those delivered by Family and(cjj o ; e P
Youth Services (FAYS), generating a more efficient and effective ecision of the Police Commissioner. The commissioner has

service arrangement. stated that it is envisaged that mobile radars will be deployed

Over the past four years the viability of maintaining a Housingmainly in rural areas where they are most effective and
Trust office in Gawler has been under regular review. The long-termvhere, tragically, a disproportionate number of our road
lease of the Gawler office is due to conclude in October 2003.  4eaths occur

In 2000 the Housing Trust and Gawler FAYS co-located in the '

Housing Trust office in response to a critical staffing issue. FAYS

have since opened its new office and during the planning phase ROWAN v CORNWALL

allof¥ved space for the possible accommodation of the Housing Trust
staff.

There are cost savings to be gained by co-locating the HousinP
Trust service in Gawler with the existing FAYS service. Thele
Housing Trust Board is expected to consider this issue at its June
2003 meeting.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek
ave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: On 18 June, in answer to
JAM FACTORY a question from the member for Bragg about the Rowan
In reply toMrs HALL (5 June). versus Cornwall case, | said that the state had not yet paid out
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Jam Factory is an incorporated th€ judgment moneys to Ms Rowan because the state
association, with an independent Board responsible for the managéefendants are appealing the decision of Justice Debelle.

ment of its operations. While the Jam Factory Board is appointed by ; ; ; ; ;
the Minister for the Arts, the Jam Factory is not a government agenc, There is an appeal pendl_ng and listed for hearing, starting
and is therefore not required to comply with Treasurer's Instructiod August. However, | was incorrect when | stated that the

11.2.3 which requires payment of government accounts within 3@noneys had not yet been paid. Judgment moneys must be
days. ) ) paid to a plaintiff, unless the court grants a stay. The Crown
As of 12 June 2003, the Jam Factory owed its artists a total 0&jicitor applied for a stay on behalf of the state defendants.

%Fb%ogé%o\fvﬁﬂegg%gyg$80'000) and has advised them thatthﬁﬁ the other defendants also joined the application for a stay.

The Jam Factory generates approximately 74 per cent of it he applications were heard by Justice Duggan on 2 August
income through its own business activities including its retail outlets2002, and his Honour refused them.

The Jam Factory's cash flow has been impacted in 2002-03 by the he plaintiff h fthe iud ies f
marked decrease in overseas tourists and the unexpected collapse of | '€ plaintiff sought payment of the jJudgment monies from

its major glass-blowing furnace. In a spirit of open communicatiorithe state defendants, and the monies were paid to the plaintiff
and transparency, the Chair of the Board and senior management nggt 7 August 2002. Contribution proceedings were com-
with artists (suppliers) to explain the situation in January 2003menced by the state defendants against the other defendants.

Senior staff met with artists again in March 2003. : :
The Jam Factory has a policy of paying its artists before othe;rhose proceedings were heard by Justice Debelle on

suppliers. The Jam Factory expects to be back on track to restore 9 October 2002. His Honour delivered judgment on
day terms from early July and to maintain or improve these term28 February 2003 apportioning liability. The state portion of

from then on. the total judgment (including interest) is $384 779.34. The
total ABC liability (including interest) is $87 278.42. The
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE total Network Ten liability (including interest) is $87 278.42.

The total commonwealth liability (including interest) is
28 730.67. Payment from the other defendants was recov-
red by the state on 24 March 2003.

Mr CAICA (Colton): 1 bring up the 189th report of the
committee, on the Bookpurnong and Loxton salt interceptio
schemes.

Report received and ordered to be published.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | table

Mr CAICA (Colton): 1 bring up the 190th report of the a response to the recommendations of the committee in its
committee, on the Women’s and Children’s Hospitall6th report, entitled ‘Inquiry into attention deficit hyper-
Emergency Department redevelopment. activity disorder’.
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HEALTH REVIEWS arrangements will provide the basis for better integration of
services and a comprehensive system of care. The govern-
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | seek  mentwill also implement population based funding as a key
leave to make a ministerial statement. to improved service integration, cooperation and access.
Leave granted. Copies of the generational health review report are being
The Hon. L. STEVENS: On 19 June 2003, as the distributed to all honourable members and other interested
Minister for Health, | released the final report of the Generaparties. Copies are also available on the web site at
tional Health Review together with the government'’s initialwww.sahealthreform.sa.gov.au. Members may be interested
response, First Steps Forward. | now table both document® know that the web site for the review report has down-
On coming to government in March last year, the governmeribaded over 11 000 documents, including 5 700 copies of the
started on the job of rebuilding a better health system for allull report and 4 300 copies of the summary. This indicates
South Australians. Our first two budgets provided additionaln extremely high level of interest in our health services, the
funds over the life of the government for services including:rreview and the government’s initial response.
$52 million to boost hospital bed capacity; $34 million to I record my appreciation for the work of the review Chair,
progress mental health reforms; $30 million for extraJohn Menadue, and his team. They did an excellent job in
intensive care beds at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, the Lyelidentifying the pressures the health system is under and
McEwin Health Service and the Flinders Medical Centre;pointing the way forward. We now have a comprehensive
$26.8 million for additional nurses and the nursing recruit-plan to improve and rebuild our health services, and the
ment and retention strategy; an additional $16.3 million foreform process has begun in earnest.
replacement of biomedical equipment; $9.5 million for 2 000

extra elective surgery procedures; an extra $8 million to QUESTION TIME
reduce dental waiting lists; and $9.6 million extra to guaran-
tee a safer supply of blood. DONATIONS. RAFELES

We have locked into our budgets an additional

$220 million to complete the rebuilding of the Royal The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition):
Adelaide Hospital, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and theyj|| the Acting Premier assure the house that all ministers
Lyell McEwin Health Service. These financial commitmentsgnd their staff have complied with South Australian lotteries

are down payments on doing things better. The job ofyles and the donation rules of the Australian Electoral
rebuilding health services is complex and needs a plan. Igommission?

May 2002 we commissioned the generational health review The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | will take

to develop a blueprint for reform over the next 20 years, anghat question on notice and get a considered response for the
the process received an overwhelming response from th@emper. If he has any information he would like to present

community. The government's initial response to theme with | am happy to have it, but | will ensure that that is
recommendations of the review—First Steps Forward—e case.

focuses on three main themes: building better governance;
building better services; and, building better system These WATER REBATES
financial commitments are down payments on doing things
better. The job of rebuilding health services is complex and Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | direct my question to
needs a plan. In May 2002 we commissioned the generationtile Minister for Administrative Services. What are the details
health review to develop a blueprint for reform over the nexbf the state government’s water rebate scheme?
20 years, and the process received an overwhelming responseThe Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Adminis-
from the community. The government's initial response to therative Services): | thank the honourable member for her
recommendations of the review—First Steps Forward—guestion. Today | am pleased to announce the introduction
focuses on three main themes: building better governancey the state government of a rebate scheme for the use of
building better services; and, building better system supportvater saving devices. South Australians who elect to
This actions two-thirds of John Menadue’s recommendapurchase water saving devices such as tap timers, water
tions, and the government will give further consideration toefficient shower heads and flow restricters will be entitled to
the remaining recommendations as it implements thesa standard rebate of $10 per item up to a maximum of $50
changes for the better. The government has acceptexthd $20 per item to a maximum of $100 for SA Water or
recommendations to provide services closer to home, tBamily and Youth Services concession card holders.
strengthen primary health care services, to improve health |acknowledge that this is a modest scheme introduced by
services for the most vulnerable in our community, inthe government which is aimed at kick starting community
particular, Aboriginal people, children and young people andittitudes to water conservation. With water restrictions
people with a mental illness, to develop a health work forcédeginning on 1 July this year, we have put in place what we
with the right skill balance, and to produce new governancéelieve is a minimum legal level to ensure that we can meet
structures and broaden the involvement of health practitionetbe 20 per cent reduction that we need to achieve through SA
and the community in health planning and policy decisiorWater, but there is a much broader issue about encouraging
making. water conservation practices in the community. This scheme
The government has pledged that no public hospital willvill assist people who are perhaps on the edge of making
close and no public hospital will be privatised. To deliver thedecisions about those sorts of water saving devices to go that
best of care, our public hospitals need to be well linked taext step and make those purchases. To qualify for the rebate,
other services in the community, including general practitioneustomers would need to provide proof of purchase of an
ers, domiciliary support services, home nursing and preventapproved water saving device or product; in the case of flow
tive services. For our health services to work as a system thegstricters, proof of installation by a plumber. The rebate will
must be managed and run as a system. New governanbe credited—
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Members interjecting: CORA BARCLAY CENTRE
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: You can actually put
your flow restricters in yourself if you happen to be a genius_ 1he Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the

like the member for Davenport, who has plumbing skills. OPPOsition): My question is directed to the Acting Premier.
S Will the Rann government force all other non-government
Members interjecting:

organisations assisting disabled people such as Minda
The SPEAKER: Order! The members for Unley, |ncorporated and the Crippled Children’s Association to sell
Davenport and Schubert will come to order. their assets, invest the funds and use the income from these
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: If you use a licensed investments to replace annual government grants as it has
plumber you will get the rebate on the SA Water account. Theequired of the Cora Barclay Centre? Both Minda Incorpor-
rebate scheme will be capped at $1 million, an amount whichted and the Crippled Children’s Association have valuable
will be reviewed in a year's time. Analysis by SA Water hasassets and receive government funds. The state government
shown that, if this scheme is fully subscribed, water savingss forcing the Cora Barclay Centre to sell its assets to generate
are estimated at an amount of 500 megalitres. | commend thegish to replace government grants.
initiative to all members of the community and | hope  The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Acting Premier): | thank the
members opposite will play a constructive role in the debatedeputy leader for this question because | have some interest-
The feedback we have had in response to the crisis in relatidng comments to make, and | noticed the shadow minister for
to the River Murray has been one of the community wantingransport cringing as the question was asked, and for good
to cooperate and go further than the minimum legal restricreason. The government has had positive discussions with the
tions that are put in place. They want to find ways in whichboard and staff of the Cora Barclay Centre. We have made
they can make their contribution in this crisis. a comprehensive offer of assistance to that centre designed
The SPEAKER: People should still wash. to help it continue to provide a service to children with
hearing impairments. We are waiting for the board to respond
to our latest offer.
DONATIONS, RAFFLES I remind the house that the Cora Barclay Centre is a
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): | Private charity that receives commonwealth, state and private
agree with your sentiment there, Mr Speaker. As the ministéinding. The state government is doing all it reasonably can
responsible for gambling and gaming in South Australia, willtC assist the Cora Barclay Centre. The centre does world-class
the Minister for Gambling assure the house that the ALp1élV0l’k with children with a hearing impairment in catholic and
major raffles are run in accordance with South Australian laWndependent schools. The state government has programs to
and that he is not aware of any donations to the ALP whict€!P hearlng impaired children in state schools. The state
have been disguised as the sale of raffle tickets? In SenatgPvernment's aim is to provide the best service we can afford

Bolkus’s press statement dated 23 June this year he says:for South Australian chilo!ren with a hearing impairment.
However, given the question from the deputy leader, let us

__The Hindmarsh campaign conducted a number of major raffleg ompare that with the Liberal’s track record on this issue.
in accordance with South Australian law. .
The deputy leader of the Liberal Party has had a lot to say
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for about the Cora Barclay Centre in the past few days and again
Gambling): No information has been drawn to my attentionin this question, and | will address it. On Monday, the deputy
that would require further investigation or that demonstrateseader told SAFM listeners that ‘the government needs to put
any unlawful behaviour or any behaviour of any sort thatmore money in.’ That is what we are offering. The Deputy
warrants further action to be taken by me or my department.eader of the Opposition is a hypocrite. When the Liberals
were in office—
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: I rise on a point of order, sir. The
Acting Premier is debating the question, which is against
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Can the Minister for Social standing orders, and | ask you to rule accordingly.
Justice say what is being done to improve the safety of staff The SPEAKER: It certainly seems that way to me now.
in FAYS offices and units? The question was not about the Cora Barclay Centre so much
Members interjecting: as the other charitable corporations that own assets and what

The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Social Justice): This ~ Might happen to those assets, given what the Cora Barclay

is a very important question, despite the laughter opposite.ilentre is going through. | ask the Acting Premier to address
am very pleased to advise that nearly all FAYS offices an at matter. )

the Crisis Response and Child Abuse Service will benefit The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir, and | am happy
from a major security upgrade. A sum of $47 000 has beeff come back to some of the points—

allocated for office modifications and the installation of ~MrBRINDAL: |rise on a point of order. Mr Speaker, |
security systems that will address the concerns raised by staffink you will find that Erskine May refers specifically to the
during the recent security audits. In general, the upgrades witvord ‘hypocrite’ when used to describe another member as
involve the installation of new walls behind reception areageing unparliamentary, and therefore | believe the honourable
with electronic access control to staff safety zones. In manynember should withdraw the remark.

offices, locked doors will be replaced by electronic access The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | am happy to
control. Electronic alarm systems with strobe lighting andwithdraw the word ‘*hypocrite’. | will make further contribu-
fixed and portable duress alarms will be installed andions to the house today on the actions of the deputy leader
supplied as necessary. | am pleased to say that the work amd the former government. It was the former Liberal
upgrades will commence from next week, and it is expectedovernment that required the Cora Barclay Centre to sell an
that all security upgrades will be completed by October. asset to assist its funding. It was the former Liberal govern-
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ment (of which the deputy leader was a minister) thaguestion, which | believe you have already ruled upon. Will
required the Cora Barclay Centre to sell an asset, becauseyseu rule again, please—although it should not be necessary?

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: The SPEAKER: The Acting Premier will address the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson will substance of the question and leave the debate to later this
come to order! day.

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: When the Liberals were in The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. | will certainly
government they slashed funding to the Cora Barclay Centreome back. But | know who had a secret confidentiality
At the time, the former minister for education— agreement to keep Cora Barclay quiet three years ago: it was

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point you, and here it is.
of order. Mr Speaker, you have already ruled that the Acting Members interjecting:

Premier is not answering the question. The question is about The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Bright!
forcing them to sell assets, and | am asking specifically about
the Crippled Children’s Association and Minda Incorporated. Ms RANKINE (Wright): My question is directed to the

The SPEAKER: Yes, | understood that was what the Acting Premier. What is the current status of negotiations
guestion was about, and | trust that the Acting Premier wilbetween the government and the Cora Barclay Centre
address that matter. regarding future funding?

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | will, sir, and I will come back The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: We are addressing a situation
to this. | can understand why the deputy leader took a poinwith respect to the funding of the Cora Barclay Centre—
of order: because he is about to be embarrassed. Can | stwnding that was slashed by the former government.
this, Mr Speaker: | am not aware of any such actions, but, Membersinterjecting:
during debate in the house today, | look forward to contribut- The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The Leader of the Opposition
ing some interesting facts about which the Deputy Leader cdays ‘rubbish’. It is true. When the Liberals were in govern-
the Opposition in this state will be embarrassed. ment, they slashed funding to the Cora Barclay Centre. At the

time, the former minister for education (the member for

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have a supplementary Light) defended his government’s cuts in a prepared state-
guestion, again to the Acting Premier. Will the Acting ment to the ABC's7.30 Report on 14 April 2000. He said:
Premier immediately make public the offer made tothe Cora 3 hewfunding formula had created a more equitable system
Barclay Centre so that its many parents and supporters cafd the Cora Barclay Centre remained the most highly funded of the
assess the true value of the government’s proposal? The Coran-government organisations receiving disability funding in this
Barclay Centre has indicated to me that it wants the goverritate.
ment’s offer made public. The future of education for deafHe added (this is the former government) that the centre had
children in our state is a matter of concern to all members ofnade no attempt to operate on a commercial basis. Interest-
parliament and every citizen. ingly, Mr Buckby refused to participate in an on camera

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | will come to that answer, but  interview for the program at the time. The former education
I believe that | do need to put a little history into this exercise minister further reinforced his views of the centre’s funding
As | said, when the Liberal— _ _levels in parliament on 24 May 2000 when, in answer to a

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, I rise on apoint qqestion, he described the level of funding to the centre—
of order. My point of order is that | want a yes or no answer  \ir BRINDAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. In answer-
from the Acting Premier whether he will make it public.Thating the question, the minister is required to address the

is the question. substance of the question and not to debate the matter. You
The SPEAKER: Order! have so far ruled on this about three times for the Acting
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Speaker, the government—  premier. How far will the patience of this house be tried?
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: o The SPEAKER: The Acting Premier is addressing the
_ The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson might find sy hstance of the question. There is no point of order.
himself taking an early minute. The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Buckby made further

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: The government’s offer to the
Cora Barclay Centre will be made public. | sent a detaile
letter to the President of the association last night. At ou
meeting yesterday, the government, together with th

omments about his clearly strongly held views when he
eferred to the centre’s funding as ‘clearly inequitable’. That
{vas the former government. One would not have thought

executive of the Cora Barclay Centre and the Hon. Nic at, listening to the Deputy Leader of the Oppqgition in
Xenophon, all agreed that, until we have tonight’s meetingfecent days. _Th_e Deputy Leader of the Opposmon (the
that particular offer should be kept confidential to ensurdn€mber for Finniss) was on 5AA on Monday this week and
careful consideration without public speculation. was critical of the government for suggesting that Cora
Members interjecting: Barclay sell some of its property. Yet, as | said before, when
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That was a decision of the last the deputy leader and the Liberals were in government, they
government_ As | Said, the former Liberal governmentcut funding and forced the Cora Barclay Centre to sell its
slashed funding to the Cora Barclay Centre. Members shoulroperty. This is the doublespeak of the Deputy Leader of the
listen to this (and | can understand members opposite né2pposition.
wanting to), because it is an interesting additional piece of But it gets worse. The deputy leader has demanded (this
information for members opposite. As | said, it was theis a very important piece of information that | think the house
former Liberal government that slashed funding to the Coranust hear) that the government put annual grant funding into
Barclay Centre. At the time, the former minister for educatiorthe Cora Barclay Centre. That is exactly what we are
(the member for Light) defended— offering. But what do you think he did about annual grant
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Sir, I rise on a point of order. The funding to Cora Barclay when he was the minister for human
Acting Premier continues to debate the answer to thservices? By letter dated 14 July 2001, the former minister
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for education (the member for Light—who is keeping veryand | assume he refers to Malcolm Buckby, the then minis-
silent; his head is bowed) wrote to the deputy leader anter—
appealed for him to contribute almost $40 000 a year to thggreed that they needed further funding and it was his understanding
Cora Barclay Centre. Let me quote from the letter from theat the time that there’d be ongoing funding of about $150 000.
then minister for education to the Deputy Leader of the wonder why the deputy leader would have said that when
Opposition. The letter states: he knew it was not true. In the very document | refer to there

I ask you to give serious consideration to this request to enablis another clause which provides:
Cora Barclay to continue to provide these important and high quality .. .antre acknowledges that no guarantee of funding for the
health services. purposes of conducting the purposes beyond the funds is given by
Just to underline the urgency, there was even a handwrittéhe minister.
note from the former minister for education. The bottom ofThat is a clause in a confidentiality agreement, yet the

the letter states: member is on radio saying that they had given a commitment
Margaret, | did not get a chance to catch Dean last night. for further funding. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition can

The member for Light—and | give him regard and respect fos@Y What he likes, when he likes, and misrepresent things
this—obviously wanted to see the deputy leader that nighf’hen it suits him to advantage his political argument.
before he put this important issue to him personally. It was However, the deputy leader has been very anxious of late
a matter of great importance to the member for Light. Thé® SPend time with people at the Cora Barclay Centre. Itis a
former minister for education waited two months for aPity thathe did notdo so when he was in government and had
response. This is from the deputy leader, who is telling m&€ Power. But let us look at how much care and concern the
to make a decision. The former education minister waited twgember for Finniss had for urgent meetings with Cora
months for a response from his good friend and, when iBarclay management. In a letter dated 25 January 2002, Dr
came, it was somewhat disappointing, because the depu'w' Duncan again wrote to minister Brown,.the minister fqr
leader, as the then health minister, refused. He simply satdiman services, concerning the allocation of disability
no. No funding from him for Cora Barclay! funding that he had rejected. By letter dated 6 February 2002

In fact, he could not even be bothered to write the lettekWO Weeks later, or thereabouts), the former minister
himself. He had his junior minister, the former minister for "€SPonded as follows:
disability services (Hon. Robert Lawson MLC) who, | I am sorry but, due to time constraints, | am unable to meet with
understand (I could be wrong), shared an office with himY° Prior to the state election.
deliver the bad news by letter dated 14 September 2001. Thige member for Finniss had no care for Cora Barclay, and he
clearly showed how important Cora Barclay was to the thetiejected the funding option while in government. He was part
minister: he could not be bothered responding himself andf a government that signed a secret deal that put unfair
some two months later, got a junior minister in his office toburdens on this organisation. He has now done a complete
respond. The letter from the Hon. Robert Lawson states: backflip. The member for Finniss will say and do anything,

Although the funding of the CBC is a sensitive issue, | do notPut he has proved to be a member of parliament with double
believe that the DHS [that is the Department of Human Servicesptandards. The deputy leader has no credibility whatsoever
should provide funding for CBC because, as | am strongly advisedn this matter.
by the department, it does not fall within the parameters of the \r BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order.
Disability Services Office criteria. The SPEAKER: The member for Unley has point of
So, when he was the minister he knocked back the very thingrder, and | want to be able to hear it.
he is telling me to do, and we are doing it. The Liberal MrBRINDAL: Mr Speaker, with absolute respect to you,
government’s position changed less than two months latghe Deputy Premier (acting as Premier) quoted extensively
when, in October 2001, under increasing public pressure, jh his answer correspondence from the members for Finniss,
gave the Cora Barclay Centre $600 000 in a secret deal. Thefght, and from the Minister for Disability Services. He
is right, a secret deal. It was a secret deal and the letteepeatedly referred to a ‘docket’, and your very first ruling
contained a confidentiality clause, which | will quote. Thiswas that if a minister quotes from a docket anyone in this
is what the former minister, the former government, requirethouse can demand that that docket be tabled in its entirety.
of this centre. This is the pressure it put the good people atask, sir, that you ensure that you take into your possession
Cora Barclay under three years ago. This is what it did, angbrthwith the entire document and that these current and
this is from an opposition which says that | should be publiccontemporaneous matters are not removed from before it
The confidentiality clause states: comes into your possession.

All terms and conditions surrounding this arrangement are kept  The SPEAKER: | understand the point that the member
confidential. The minister must approve the form or content of anyfor Unley is making. It is so ordered.
g;ciﬁgsceodn;srtnajﬁwy?nt made by staff or council members to the media The Hon._ KO FQLEY: Mr Speaker, | did not refer—

. . . . Membersinterjecting:

That is a little different from what we are hearing from the 116 Hon. K.O. FOLEY: No, | am happy to comply.
member for Finniss now, isn't it! That is a little different Members interjecting:
from the standard he is applying to me. But it gets much, 114 SPEAKER: Order!

much worse. The deputy leader— The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: 1 will seek your ruling, Mr

Members interjecting: . _ , Speaker. | did not refer to a docket. | am happy to release
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | do not know; can it be correspondence, because | understand—

deliberately? | do not know. But he is still trying to misrepre- - an honourable member interjecting:

sent his government’s secret deal to which | have just The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Hang on. Mr Speaker, can | get
referred, because on radio yesterday he said: an answer? '

Very importantly, Malcolm— The SPEAKER: Order! The Acting Premier.



Wednesday 25 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 3475

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | do not recall referring to a SCHOOLS, DRUG STRATEGY
docket, but what | do recall is this—that | referred to
correspondence. | am happy for that to be released, becauseMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is directed
I think that has already happened. | think it is being releasetb the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. How
to the media as we speak. will the government work across three school sectors to
| have a document, a secrecy agreement between tigevelop local drug strategies and action plans?
Minister for Education and Children’s Services and the Cora The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and

Barclay Centre. | am happy for that to be released— Children’s Services): Last year a drug summit was con-
The SPEAKER: Order! vened, as members know, to help guide the government's
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: —but | don't think, Mr Speaker, future drug strategies, and the Social Inclusion Board is

| can because there is a confidentiality agreement. overseeing the implementation of the summit’'s recommenda-

tions. One of those recommendations was to encourage the

The SPEAKER: I'H h it i !
es Order! Happy or unhappy, it is so three school sectors—that is, the government school sector,

ordered. . X .
: Catholic education and the independent schools—to work
ad\'/l;gg_Hon. K.O.FOLEY: But, Mr Speaker, | seek your together on local school drug strategies and action plans. Two
The SPEAKER: | h . Id dvice: it i new project officers, one from the Association of Independent
releasee(? - I 'have just told you my advice: it1S  gepaols of South Australia and the other from Catholic

i o education, have been employed and are working closely with
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: It has a confidentiality clause my department’s drug strategy team to work across sectors—
that the former government signed. | am happy for it to be ~1he SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Bright wishes
released. | do not know, though, whether the agreement §g resolve some ambiguities of opinion between himself and
allowsit. the leader of the house, | invite the member for Bright to
Members interjecting: cross the floor, acknowledge the chair and sit down next to
The SPEAKER: Order! For the last 20 minutes much of the minister and talk it through. The next occasion upon
what might have been achieved in the last 20 months (if it isvhich either the member for Bright or the minister engages
that long, and | am not sure that it is) has been lost, and it ith conversation across the chamber that interrupts my
because the house fails to understand that question time is n@garing-impaired ability to hear the minister, they will both
an urgency debate. Provisions of our standing orders enableceive what they might otherwise not have expected.
us to ventilate such matters as have been addressed duriRghister.
question time but in abuse of the process of question time, to  An honourable member interjecting:
the detriment of our standing—all of us. Can | say, though, The Hon. P.L. WHITE: The two new project officers are
that in relation to the substantive matter raised by the membeilready working closely with my department’s drug strategy
for Unley, to which the Acting Premier sought to make anteam to work across the sectors to develop and implement
explanation, those documents from which the Deputy Premieghole-school drug strategies and action plans. Those project
quoted during the course of his answer to the member fasfficers from the three educational sectors have already met
Wright will be tabled. with several principals of cross-sector schools that are closely
I trust that honourable members will give urgent considerdocated on multischool campuses. For example, they have met
ation to the manner in which they wish to conduct businessvith the principals of the four schools at the shared campus
at the commencement of the day’s proceedings through thef Aberfoyle Park—that is, Spence Primary School, Heysen
mechanism of question time and the subsequent grievan&imary School, Nativity School and Pilgrim School—to
debates, as well as understand the purpose of standing ordeiscuss the best way of working across that campus and the
where they allow for an urgency motion to ventilate suchsystems that exist on that campus.
complex matters in a more even-handed manner which, at the Last week, on that particular case, the drug strategy staff
same time, facilitates proper debate. | believe that is what theorked with the staff from all four schools to familiarise
house desires, but it abuses its own collective conscience hblgem with the drug strategy and the materials (which have
ignoring what its standing orders say, and attempting to dbeen produced to assist them with the implementation of all

it without going through the proper process. elements of it), the school environment policy, procedures,
partnerships and curriculum. The staff from that multischool
SCHOOLS, AMALGAMATION campus participated in activities that can be used with

students, and explored some of the many support package

Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Education materials designed to be used in each area of their school.
and Children’s Services confirm that she will not abolish anyElsewhere, project officers have met with assistant principals
junior primary principal positions, and effectively amalga-from Golden Grove campus schools—Pedare Christian
mate their schools, without consultation with the unionCollege, Gleeson College and Golden Grove High School—
pursuant to section 10 of the Certified Agreement, or withouto deliver a principals’ briefing and to explore the best way
a review committee being established under section 14B dbr the schools to work together to develop a whole of
the Education Act? campus approach to the drug strategy.

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and Project officers from each of the three sectors are co-
Children’s Services):The answer to that is simple, and that delivering training in each school in each of the sectors in
is that, in all matters that require negotiation with the unionorder to get a better understanding of how each sector works,
under the terms of the enterprise bargaining agreement, tlad to develop strategies to encourage and facilitate the cross-
department must consult with the union. As minister, | havesector approaches in other areas. All schools that have been
given undertakings to the CPSU-PSA and the AEU, but myapproached so far have been highly supportive of working
instruction to the chief executive is that the departmentcross sectors to share knowledge, resources and community
comply with those requirements. contacts. The department, with the other two sectors, is
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currently exploring ways of working together to sharealthough we do know that the number of butterflies has
information for schools which share a geographical locatiomeduced.
but which are not on the same campus. It is hoped that any The survey has produced a series of digital maps of the
model developed will be implemented right across the stateddelaide parkland area that will be used to better record
current and future biological information. Other maps include
ATTORNEY-GENERAL a vegetation map that shows pre European settlement plant
] ) ] ) communities. These maps and data sets will be of great help
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Acting Premier advise and interest to the South Australian Museum, the Plant
the house whether he asked the Premier or any of thgjodiversity Centre, the Parklands Association, individual
Premier’s staff to instigate an inquiry into the actions of thenaturalists and community environment groups.
Attorney-General late last year? _ _ | commend the partnership between the Adelaide City
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Acting Premier): | will take  Council and my department, which have shared resources and
thatquestion on notice. If the honourable member would |ik%xpertise_ The survey was conducted without emp]oying
to provide me with information, I would be happy to receive expensive consultants. It is to be released at the end of the

it. month and the survey is a stark reminder that the ecosystems
in the parklands are fragile. The findings of the survey will
PARKLANDS be used to help manage Adelaide’s iconic park for years into
the future.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): My question is
directed to the Minister for Environment and Conservation. ATTORNEY-GENERAL

What has been done to improve the community’s understand-

ing of the natural environment of Adelaide’s unique Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Attorney-
parklands? General. Will he advise the house whether late last year he
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and  offered his resignation as Attorney-General in the presence
Conservation): am hopeful that the residents of the westernof senior officers of the Premier’s Office?
suburbs, in future, will have greater access to the city The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): No.
parklands. | am pleased to inform the house that a landmark
survey is under way to comprehensively catalogue the ATHLETES
biodiversity of the Adelaide parklands. The survey is the
combination of six months’ work by the Adelaide City = Mr CAICA (Colton): My question is to the Minister for
Council and the Department for Environment and HeritagdRecreation, Sport and Racing. What is the sports institute
to conduct a biodiversity survey of the parklands. This surveyloing regarding the identification of potential elite athletes
was originally proposed by the council—and | congratulaten South Australia?
the council for this work. The survey builds on the scientific  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
expertise of the department and extensive data collected ovBport and Racing): The South Australian Sports Institute
the years of the Adelaide City Council’'s management of thénas many programs that identify, develop and support athletes
parklands. The survey reveals that of 514 flora speciewho have the potential to achieve outstanding success in their
studied in the parklands, 309 (60 per cent) are introducedhosen sport. One of the initiatives of SASI is the Talent
species. It also reveals that 77 plant families are represent&karch program, which scientifically identifies potential elite
in the parklands; of these 33 (42 per cent) are indigenous.athletes and facilitates their development in a number of dif-
A mix of planted exotic and native Australian flora are ferent sports. The program has a cooperative partnership with
present in the parklands. Many of the native Australian plantthe Australian Institute of Sport. In the last two years alone,
consist of Western Australian eucalypts. Other large exotiover 17 600 high school children have been profiled through
trees, such as peppercorn, aleppo pine and radiata pine aeange of physical and physiological tests. This program has
spread throughout the park. The European olive and thied many students to sports they may never have considered
Moreton Bay fig are also quite prominent. Some parts of thand has had outstanding success over the years. It has pro-
south parklands and one site in the north parklands have aredisced international-level athletes in cycling, rowing, canoe-
of naturally regenerating locally indigenous species, including, kyaking and volleyball. Other specific initiatives of
ing many native grass species and a number of herbaceotialent Search include: an over-18 years female talent identi-
species such as vanilla-lily, bindweed, native sorrel and grefication program; a siblings of established elite athletes pro-
germander. Unfortunately, many fauna species have disagram; and a targeted approach on schools and areas surround-
peared. The survey records that 33 mammals species hawg the major sporting centre facilities of rowing and cycling.
lived in the parklands. However, only 12 mammal species ar8ASI also conducts an annual talent scholarship program
present today, including brush-tailed and ring-tailed possumsyhich provides financial assistance to talented young athletes
water rats and many types of bats. Most of the small woodto provide them with enhanced opportunities and support to
land birds have disappeared from the parklands including thassist them progress to the senior elite level of their sport.
yellow-rumped thornbill, superb fairy wren and red-capped In addition to this, each of the 15 SASI sports plan
robin. programs is chartered with the responsibility of working with
The area is dominated by more aggressive birds that atheir state associations to establish sustainable talent identifi-
able to utilise the abundant seed and nectar sources in thiation and talent development programs and pathways. Most
highly modified environment such as galahs, long-billedof these fit into a national pathway and are developed in
corellas, crested pigeons and, of course, the very colourfydartnership with the national sporting body and the state
rainbow lorikeets. Amphibian species continue to live in thesporting association. All sports are well aware of the need to
parklands, although there are fewer of them. Limiteddevelop underpinning programs that will support their elite
information is available for reptiles and invertebrates,programs in the future. These talent identification programs
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are also encouraging young people to try their sportsgovernment allocated $500 000 to deal with occupational
continue in them to the best level they can and perhaps go drealth and safety issues in the four theatres. That is $500 000
to represent their country at an international level. SASimore than his government put in to address those issues when
provides the coaching staff, management, resources, facilitiehey had the opportunity to do it. They talk tough; but they
programs and the initiatives to provide every possibledid not apply funding to the problems. We have dealt with the
opportunity for the talented athlete in South Australia toproblems. We have an allocation of $500 000. | have
achieve at the highest level possible. answered this question in detail during estimates. | refer the
member for Waite to that answer.
SCHOOLS, FUNDING
LANDY, Mr M.

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): My question is to the
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Will the  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
minister advise the house what consultation and transition&Ppposition): Will the Minister for Health release medical
allowances have been provided to accommodate the scragpecialist Mr Mark Landy from the confidentiality clause of
ping of the biannual delivery of government grants to nonthe contract renegotiation now that he is moving interstate
government schools according to the calendar year in favownd will not be working at the Mount Gambier Hospital after
of a quarterly allocation according to the financial year,30 June? Mr Landy has written the following very brief letter
which threatens to severely increase costs to schools?  to the minister:

| have been contacted by parents of a hon-government | am one of the General Surgeons in Mount Gambier who,
school which Current]y receives its government grant paidpecause of the continued turmoil in the local hospital and lack of

according to the calender year in July and October each ye%Jrection of the administrative staff, decided to seek employment
I

. . 'sewhere.
Like many small non-government schools, this schoo Some months ago | did sign a confidentiality clause about the
operates with an overdraft during various parts of the schoalegotiations | had with Tom Neilson and Bob Gaussen, a mediator
year, with the peak occurring in the period just prior to thefrom New South Wales. As | am leaving to work interstate | would
delivery of the grant. Less than one month before it is due fofSk 0f you that you release me from those confidentiality conditions
its major payment, the school has been told that biannu&® IYV(;”;Z gndézfgas what I was offered with my colleagues.
payments will now be replaced by a quarterly financial year mark Landy '

payment sygtem.ConsequentIy, itis expgcting to receive only The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | thank
half the funding due this calendar year with the rest aIIocateflne honouréblé member for his question Thié was not an

next year. There been no warning or transiti(_)nal aIIOV\'E’mceggreement to which | was a party, and therefore it is some-
put in place to allow for the adaptation to this new systemthing from which | cannot release Mr Landy.

and the school will now face cash flow problems and huge

increases in bank charges on its overdraft if this new system RAILWAYS. LEVEL CROSSINGS
is arbitrarily introduced. '
The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): Can the Minister for

Children’s Services): The member for Newland can go back Transport advise what action has been taken to date by the
to her school and assure it that the information she read o@tate Level Crossings Safety Strategy Advisory Committee
in parliament is not correct. | am yet to receive the recomto upgrade those level crossings identified as dangerous? The
mendation from my ministerial advisory committee as to thestate Level Crossings Safety Strategy Advisory Committee
allocation. However, my understanding at this point in timewas implemented after the Salisbury rail crossing tragedy in

is that it is not going to be quarterly payments at all. October last year. | understand that to date more than 70
crossings have been identified as dangerous, yet there is no
CHAFFEY THEATRE detail in this year’s budget for any upgrades.

. ) L The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Transport):

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): = Will the Minister  The memper is correct when he says that the work has been
Assisting the Premier in the Arts advise the house why he hagyne | will get the details asked for by the member. | am not
refused to fund urgent safety repairs at the Chaffey Theatrgye whether the number mentioned by the member is correct
in the R.lv.erland for the 15 months he has beerj the respomiy may well be) but, beyond that, 10 ievel crossings (and |
sible minister? The opposition has been advised that thg have to check those figures) have been identified as hav-
minister was briefed in April 2002 of the need for him to ing the highest priority, and | am happy to bring details of
urgently fund safety repairs in the Chaffey Theatre. In ordef,se recommendations back to the house. Certainly, some
to prevent loss of life or serious injury to the health of patrons, zve been identified as having priority, and that work will be
and workers at the theatre, essential work included: provisiofhe first undertaken. Obviously, even within that group, some
of safety harnesses and lighting gantries, upgrading Qyaye been given higher priority, and four spring to mind as
electricity distribution boards, provision of emergency aislenaying been brought to my attention, and | will bring back the
lighting to the auditorium, raising the safety height of theetails for the member. I assure the member and the house
balcony handrail, total and urgent removal of asbestos-basgfat that committee has been progressing this matter, and it
materials as urgently recommended by consultants, provisigiys peen doing some good work in progressing it. Obviously,

of a deluge fire sprinkler system to the stage area, anghis js a high priority, and work will commence in the very
upgrading of fire extinguishers, fire reels and hydrants. Is thgegr future.

theatre safe, minister?
The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister Assisting the Premier TEACHER NUMBERS
in the Arts): The member for Waite has been beating up on
this issue now for some time. | have addressed the issue on Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): Will the Minister for Education
a number of occasions. In fact, in the most recent budget thisnd Children’s Services explain why 140 full-time equivalent
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teachers had not been added to the work force summary at thd0 leadership time salaries. This is not the only additional

time of publication of the budget on or before 29 May 2003%xtra staffing for schools next year. We will also have

During the estimates committee hearings, in particular, on 129 extra primary school counsellors on top of the extra school

June 2003, the minister advised the committee that there wasunsellors who went into primary schools at the start of this

an error in the work force summary information, and that arschool year. So, we have increased the number of schools

extra 180 full-time equivalent positions had been omittedwith a primary school counsellor by over 100, bringing the

When questioned about this omission, the minister explainetbtal to about 244. In the 12 or 18 months in which Labor has

as follows: been in power, this government has put a substantial number
This 180 staff relates to new initiatives of the government in theof Neéw teacher salaries into our schools—and that is what

2003-04 budget. We knew the dollar figures of those initiatives bumatters to South Australians.

the calculations of staff had not been done at the time that particular

part of the budget papers was prepared.

The minister later explained that, on a breakdown of the extra REFUND RIGHTS

staff, this included ‘140 full-time equivalent salaries for the .. O'BRIEN (Napier): Will the Minister for Consumer

addi'ﬂpnal ItlaaQer§I|1_i|p time inh pr[i)mary SChQOI?g('jat Is, ,Affairs clamp down on retailers who are giving consumers
teaching salaries’. However, the epa””.‘em 0 uga.tlon ?nisleading advice about their refund rights; and, if not, why
annual report of 31 December 2002 confirms that this is nof ;>

a new initiative of the government. It was well-known a year .
ago under the new enterprise bargaining agreement that there 1€ Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Minister for Consumer
would be additional leadership time in primary schools and\'&irs): | was most concerned to learn that nearly 300
preschools to be affective from 2004. people (;omplalned to the folce of Consumer and Business
The SPEAKER: Before calling the minister, | point out Af_fa|rs in the _Iast f|nanC|a! year that they were given
to honourable members that it is not appropriate to quotdlisléading advice about their right to a refund. Examples of
from debate before the house that is not concluded on arf{}€ tYP€ of misleading advice about which consumers have
matter. The budget debate may conclude some time later ti€€N complaining include stores refusing to offer refunds
week, but we cannot anticipate that. However, | point out thaf .09€ther or putting up signs saying ‘No refunds’; ‘No

that does not mean that the minister is not required to answ&gUnds after seven days’; or ‘We will exchange or repair or
the question. give credit notes, but we do not refund. The Office of

The Hon. P.L. WHITE (Minister for Education and ~ Consumer and Business Affairs has also had complaints
Children’s Services): will try to explain very simply for the about staff being instructed to tell customers, ‘The manager

member for Bragg, which is not to patronise her but to poinpeeds to authorise refunds and he is not here right now.’ This
out that we have been through this many times. This is quitt 2" attempt to fob off customers.
a simple concept to understand. The 140 staff to whom the South Australian law is clear about consumers rights to a
member refers equate to a funding allocation in the 2003-0#efund and this conduct is a breach of the Fair Trading Act.
budget of roughly $10 million (I think it is $28.4 million over Consumers are entitled to a refund if the goods they buy are
a couple of years or so many months). This amount wagefective or do not do what they were supposed to do.
agreed to between the government and the CPSU, the PS2onsumers are also entitled to refunds if the goods were
and the Australian Education Union in the enterprisebought for a particular purpose and do not fulfil that purpose,
bargaining agreement. What was agreed at that time was tig not match the description given by the trader or do not
dollar amount, not the number of salaries. The honourablgatch a sample shown to the consumer by the trader.
member knows this, because in her question she referred €onsumers are not entitled to a refund if they change their
the annual report and stated that this is a facet of the enteminds about the product they bought, were advised that the
prise bargain. product was faulty at the time of purchase or if they damage
The honourable member asserts that the number of fulthe product themselves. Consumers are also not entitled to a
time staffing equivalents is in error, but that is not so. The'efund if they discover that they can get the product for a
calculation of how many staff the $10 million equates to wascheaper price at another store.

not done because discussions were continuing with the Just over two weeks ago | announced publicly that |
unions. So, that figure was not added to the papers at th@lanted people to dob in stores that offered dubious refund
time. However, as | explained to the member during estimatgsolicies or practices. A number of people have already
(and previously), these leadership positions are extra teachimgported examples of illegal refund policies to the Office of
salaries for all schools. Just as the government put an ext@onsumer and Business Affairs. Most of the complaints the
160 junior primary salaries into schools this year, from theoffice has received so far have been about retailers failing to
start of 2004 the government will put approximately 140refund consumers for defective goods. | would like to
extra staffing salaries into schools. These are not genel’@hcourage people to continue to report stores that are not
teaching salaries (two amounts of $10 million would equatejoing the right thing to the Office of Consumer and Business
to 160 teachers) but leadership salaries for principals, depuifairs. Staff from the office will be visiting the retailers in
principals and the like. So, this is leadership time. question to discuss their legal obligations. In some cases it is
This was expressed in the annual report as a dollasossible that retailers may not be aware of their legal
amount, but the levels and categories of staffing were nasbligations. Those retailers who wilfully and persistently
agreed to until after that portion of the budget had come intenislead the public about their refund rights can face stiff
play. So, there is nothing sinister in this calculation. As | havepenalties under the Fair Trading Act.
already explained during estimates and previously in public,
this is good news as it will provide extra teaching salaries for
our schools. On top of the 160 junior primary salaries that we
put into schools in 2003, next year we will have an extra
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INDEPENDENT GAMBLING AUTHORITY Premier for film, the Art Gallery and the Adelaide Festival
are about $1.16 million less than the savage cuts he has
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban inflicted. Most alarmingly, the Australian Dance Theatre
Development and Planning):| seek leave to make a faces closure as a consequence of the Premier’s silly decision
ministerial statement. to slash its budget by 26 per cent or $225 000 over the next
Leave granted. two years. We may see the ADT collapse around the

The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: On Friday 20 June, Premier’s feet.

during the consideration of estimates pertaining to my This situation must be reversed. Most cynically, arts
portfolio areas, | said the following, which requires correc-funding to live music is of concern to the house. Last year
tion. | indicated that the increase in the Independent Ganthis parliament directed the government to provide $500 000
bling Authority's budget from $1.016 million to out of poker machine revenue when the parliament passed the
$1.386 million was an increase of 19.3 per cent. | clarify thagaming machine bill. On 28 August last year every govern-
such an increase represents an increase over two years dRENt member—every single member of the Labor Party—
that from 2001-02 to 2003-04 the increase is 36.4 per cen@pposed that proposition, but it passed, and the spirit of that
The 19.3 per cent increase is the increase from 2002-03 &£t was that the government would provide $500 000 of new
2003-04. | also said that | am advised that as soon as concerf®ney for live music. What has the government done? It has
were raised about the inadequacy of the time line to responélefied the spirit of that act and got the $500 000 for live
it was automatically extended and | believe it has beemnusic by cutting grants and subsidies to other arts agencies.
extended to 19 July this year. The correct date is 11 July thi is @ cynical fiddle of the books. Instead of providing
year. In reference to the Monarto Zoo, | said that | thoughf500 000 of new money from poker machine revenue, this
that the Department of Environment and Heritage had takegiovernment has simply slashed the rest of the arts
control of that asset. In fact, the asset was transferred to tf@mmunity. It is a cynical accounting fiddle. The arts

Royal Zoological Society. | seek to correct the record in thiscommunity is stepping backwards. Live music, major
way. agencies and the smaller arts groups are all suffering under

the weight of these savage cuts. The arts have taken a bigger
step backwards in the past two years than they have in nearly
GRIEVANCE DEBATE 15 years. Not only that, but no capital spending ideas of
consequence appear to be emerging from this government.
ARTS FUNDING

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): I rise on the issue of BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE
arts funding and to bring to the attention of the house the
great concern within the arts community and on the part of Ms BEDFORD (Florey): Because many people have told
the opposition about the dramatic drop in arts funding that hase what a good movi&owling for Columbine is, | went
occurred in the two years since this Labor government haalong to see it last weekend with my 23 year old son. | was
been in office. The Premier, as Arts Minister, has overseetooking forward to seeing it, because of Michael Moore’s
the greatest collapse in arts funding in South Australia sincbook Stupid White Men, which was published in 2001 and
the 1980s. which | have but have not yet been able to read, because so

Arts funding is heading backwards at a rapid rate. In itgnany people keep borrowing it from me. Because of that | am
first budget this government slashed arts funding by almostot sure of the relationship between the book and the film, but
$3.3 million in so-called efficiency gains. Now we find that | do know that Michael Moore made a controversial speech
this funding trend downwards is to be further exacerbated inecently in accepting an award for the film at the Cannes Film
a most dramatic way. In fact, another $1.2 million is to vanishFestival.Bowling for Columbine was the first documentary
from funding in so-called efficiencies, but on top of that therefilm accepted into that competition in 46 years. The Cannes
are $6.6 million in cuts over the next four years, and thosgury unanimously awarded it the 55th Anniversary Prize.
cuts are far reaching. There is a reduction in grants and From a look at the Columbine High School security
subsidies of $3.8 million, and that will impact mainly on camera tapes to the home of Oscar-winning National Rifle
community and youth arts groups, which have perhap#éssociation president Charlton Heston, from a young man
enough funding to keep the door open but not enough fundinggho makes homemade napalm with #earchist’'s Cook-
to run new, creative productions; not enough funding to hirdoook, to the murder of a six-year old girl by another six-year
extra casuals, actors and supporting staff to put on produold, Bowling for Columbineis a journey through America and
tions; and not enough funding to continue to be creative anils past, hoping to discover why the pursuit of happiness is so
to thrive. Arts boards are to be cut by $625 000. riddled with violence in that country.

How that is to be done remains a mystery; what impact The title is taken from the little-known fact that the two
that will have on arts boards remains vague. Not only thatgillers at Columbine High School, Dylan and Eric, were
but Arts SA will also have to struggle in the four years aheadupposed to be in a bowling class that morning before the
with $2.2 million in cuts to its corporate services and tomurders. At least five witnesses, including their teacher, told
administration, requiring downsizing of Arts SA, a reductionthe police that they saw the boys that morning at the bowling
in the services it provides to the arts community, the removatlley for the first hour of their class. Some school and law
of staff and other critical setbacks. As well, the governmenenforcement officials later maintained that the two boys
is refusing to provide the additional $6.7 million required in skipped the class that morning, yet no other witnesses have
outstanding funding to fix the four regional country theatresgome forward to say that they saw the kids anywhere else.
as promised and funded by the former Liberal government One reason that the film is call@bwling for Columbine
within the budget of the former Department of Transport,is that, after the massacre, all the pundits and experts started
Urban Planning and the Arts. New ideas announced by thielaming all the usual suspects that are wheeled out for blame
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whenever a school shooting occurs: evil rock music (in this INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS
case, that of Marilyn Manson); violent video games; and bad
parenting. Michael Moore says that blaming those scapegoats Dr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise to talk about the
makes about as much sense as blaming bowling. After allyonderful decision of this government to fund the Adelaide
Eric and Dylan were bowling. They took bowling classes atinternational Horse Trials. It is good to see commonsense
the school, so was bowling responsible for their evil deedsprevail. The horse industry in South Australia employs about
Or, if they skipped their bowling class that morning, did that7 500 full-time equivalent employees. It is a very important
bring on the massacre? Had they bowled, that may haviedustry to South Australia. It is far more than the gallops,
altered their mood and prevented them from picking up theiharness racing and the pony clubs. Every weekend around
guns. So, as can be seen, it is as impossible to say that asSibuth Australia, Horse SA tells me that about 50 000 people
is to blame Marilyn Manson and his music. ride their horses, that is, 50 000 people enjoying their leisure
. . o ._pursuit. Itis not just an elitist sport: kids from Elizabeth and
The movie is alternatively horrifying and humorous. Itis py, 0 ham also have horses. In my veterinarian practice, | used
a sobering documentary about the US and a commentary g spend a lot of time with the kids from Hackham whose

guns and violence in that country, particularly the eventgarents were struggling to give them a horse, and they

surrounding the deaths at Columbine High School. The movi ﬁ{eserve every bit of support that the government can give this
dustry.

asks: why do 11 000 people die in the United States each ye
at the hand of gun violence, when in Canada, just across the According to the RIRDC report, it is an $8 billion industry
ross Australia. | am not sure what the proportion would be

bay from Ohio and Columbine, similar numbers of guns are, .
r South Australia, but | imagine that it would be fairly close

in circulation and readily accessible, but hundreds fewer a(rfO
victim to gun-related death? In Australia, the figure quote 0 $1 billion plus. The international horse trials held in
Adelaide is only one of four four-star events held in the

was 65 deaths annually, similar to that in the UK. Still too
h'g.h’ we would say, but, remarkably, much lower than the,q 14 aAdelaide is the only one in the southern hemisphere.
United States when averaged out. The others are Badminton and Burghley in England and
How have Americans become both masters and Vic[imgentUCky in the United States. In the paSt, it has been called
of such enormous amounts of violence? When we Consid@(three-day event because traditiona”y it was held over three
recent events in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the fact thalays: a day of dressage, a day of cross-country and a day of
inquiries are under way not only in the United States but als§howjumping. Under the new Olympic standards, the new
the United Kingdom and we hope here soon in Australia, i{our-_star event will be a modified event. '!'he road and tracks
is an important question domestically and internationallysection and the steeple chase section will be taken out of the
Mr Moore says on his web site that it is not a film about guncross-country day, but it will still include the gruelling and

control and the millions of Americans who own them. He isSPectacular cross-country course set for the horses. Having
right. competed in these events, | know how testing it is on both

horse and rider. The courage shown by both the horses and

I left the cinema deeply concerned about many things, angheir riders is a spectacle to behold.
there are two particular incidents in the movie that | would  yUp to 50 000 people attend the international horse trials
like to speak to members about. Some time after Columbingn the Adelaide parklands. Its setting is unique around the
a six-year old black American boy took a gun from hisyorld. Just as we had the fantastic Grand Prix right on our
uncle’s house to school and there shot a little white girl, als@oorstep, we have the international horse trials as well. In the
aged six. We are not told what the boy said when he wagast, it has been held on the same day as the Christmas
inevitably asked why he did this, but we were shown that higageant, and many families who come to see the Christmas
mother is involved in a type of work for the dole program andpageant stay on for the day and go to see the horse trials. It
that she could not be with her children in the morningsis a free event. It has been subsidised by this government, and
because she is bussed 80 kilometres to work two jobs fromgppreciate the money that has been put into this particular
which she is unable to earn enough to sustain herself and hgyent. It is the type of event about which you cannot be a hard
two children. It told us that she had been evicted for noneconomic rationalist. You cannot bully people and say, ‘This
payment of her rent and was staying with her brother becausg not making money, so, sorry, you are out of here; your
she had nowhere else to go. horses have got the chop.’ This event could not have been

The second event in the film examined the racial d“emméelocated to Gawler. Even without the road and tracks and the

that the US faces, and it has a parallel in Australia, Wheréteeple _Icfnasle’ goﬁ still neded ?n ezj(t;ensnée cross-country
black people are always shown as the perpetrators of crim&Urse. The land that was developed for the cross-country

so much so that it hardly seems possible that a white persdfPurse in Gawler has been used for housing. That was a
ever commits a crime. That analogy applies easily t antastic course. | have no idea where they could have put the

Australia, where crime statistics show us that Aboriginaleventln Gawler, because, as the member for Light can testify,

; A et that area is absolutely booming.
eople are overrepresented in the criminal justice system. C .
peop P J 4 Putting it at Oakbank was not going to be a goer. Anyone

In closing, | make mention of the story, also shown in thewho knows the extent of the development of the jumps and
movie, about African bees. When a species of aggressive bette facilities required for cross-country and what a four-star
arrived in the US mainland, they were called African beesgvent implies will tell you that, considering the wet weather
even though they did not come from Africa. They wereat Oakbank, it would be very difficult to build the four-star
compared with the European bee, which is friendly andtourse intime. The big problem we would have had, though,
makes honey. A classic example of black versus white®ven if it was possible to build those courses, would be
Rather, it is an example of the subtlety of the nuances of thebtaining the accreditation from the FEI for a four-star event
debate that we must have if we are all to live in peace in théeld any where other than in the parklands. That would have
world, both locally and globally. put the selection of both the Australian and New Zealand
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Olympic teams in jeopardy. | am glad that this government fencing as per the decking on the lake (the existing post
has done a backflip. | am really pleased that the minister, and chain style fencing around the western culvert inlet

despite the constraints put on her, | am sure, by the Premier needs to be replaced, because the existing fencing is
and the Treasurer, is true to her word. inadequate as a barrier and will not prevent access to the

What she said to me in this place after last year's event fall and drowning hazard); and
was that funding was in place. | was shocked beyond @adding some loose gravel or small rocks to the bottom of
comprehension when the announcement was made. A press the slimy embankments in order to provide a surface with
release was made not within days or weeks but within hours more grip if a child needs to be retrieved from the water
of the government’s making the decision. No-one knew what (the gravel would need to be used for the first two metres
was going on. This is one of the best turnarounds that | have from the water’s edge).
seen by the government for a long time. | just hope that wéf | were a member of council, | would be urging that council
can see the same turnaround for the jazz festival at Glenelg-consider its liability, having received this advice from experts
$100 000 has been pulled by the state government. That is &¥ithin the government and consciously choosing not to take
absolute shame. The state of Louisiana in the United Statégese actions.
supports the jazz festival. They put in money and send artists Whilst the remarks from the Chief Executive are meant to
over, but not this state. It is a family event. The Feast Festivape flippant and, no doubt, downgrade the seriousness of this
and the French Film Festival are not family events. Let usssue by referring to fencing creek lines (we know that our
have some support for family events in South Australia. environment is full of a lot of natural environmental hazards
that we all have to come to terms with and learn to deal with),
BRAEBURN RESERVE he mentions Mawson Lakes, for example—another man-
made facility—and that is what | am talking about. | am
Ms RANKINE (Wright): ‘If you fence that pond why —concerned about what councils and developers have responsi-
don't you fence the Torrens Lake, or Mawson Lake, or all ofbility for. I am concerned, too, about those facilities that we
the creek lines in the city?' If the report in tHeeader ~ are making andldesigning, whilst not taki_ng into account the
Messenger of 18 June is accurate (and | have no reason $8fety of our children and the public, which we put at risk.
believe that it is not), they are the quoted comments of the We have a responsibility, when we are constructing these
City Manager of the City of Tea Tree Gully in response to thewater facilities, to ensure that they are safe and that the risk
extremely concerning hazard report prepared by the state our children is a reasonable one—that it is not unreason-
government's Injury Surveillance Unit in relation to the able and that we minimise it as much as we possibly can. |
stormwater holding facility on the corner of John Road anc@M not talking about fencing Cobbler Creek and those sorts
Golden Way at the Braeburn Reserve. This report warned ¢ff things—and | guess the test for that is for the council to
hazards which are assessed as high risk for children arfnsider whether it would be sued if someone fell from the
which are likely to cause drowning and strangulation. Yetpank of Cobbler Creek or Petworth Lakes. Would the council
this is the response we get from the City Manager. If nothindn surrounding Mawson Lakes be sued, or would the Tea Tree
else, his response is inappropriate and clearly ill-informedGully council be sued in relation to Braeburn Reserve, which
If | were a member of the council, | would be strongly has clearly been identified as having a range of quite
querying advice such as this given by the city’s chief officer.significant dangerous aspects to it? The council has been
Since raising this issue in parliament on 4 June, havin lerted to the problem, and | beseech it to take urgent action

waited patiently for eight months for the council to take som relation to this matter.

remedial action in relation to this facility, | received a letter
from the Mayor outlining works that council proposed to SCHOOLS, BOOLEROO CENTRE DISTRICT

carry out on this site. Amazingly, and quite coincidentally, The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Today | want to raise

It seems, fr((j)m ﬂ;(e. M?yors I(Ttte;,(;[he ct())ufncn Ihad ?Iretagy n issue in my electorate concerning the Booleroo Centre
commenced work just a couple of days betore | contacted f5;qyict school. One of the best schools in South Australia,
(how is that for timing), and it seems that the rain prevented s o oytstanding scholastic record and an outstanding
th(?dr_n fr(;)hm f|n|sh|n_gi, their worlijs. N(T(verthzltla?s, thedM(%?rrecord of its young people getting employment. In a letter to
outlined her council's proposead Works, and [ forwarded thiy, e qated 19 June the school indicated its very great concern
information to the Injury Surveillance Unit for comment. that a grant of $60 000 (which was approved in 2000) for a

~ Representatives of the unit suggested that two of thgroject to purchase a dam so that the school could water ovals
initiatives proposed by the council were, indeed, positiveetc., at the school at Booleroo Centre has not been forth-
However, they do not believe that the remedial work preparegoming. The letter states:

for behind the grated outlet on the eastern side qf the pond is The Booleroo Centre District School Governing Council would
adequate to address the safety hazard—that is, strangulge to draw to your attention the lack of action from the government
tion—and they describe it as being far from satisfactoryin finalising an ecologically sustainable development project, which
Indeed, they say that the 125 millimetre space between thtad a grant of $60 000 approved in 2000 for this project. The school

; focus for local communities and it is most important that ovals
bars of this grated outlet need to be reduced, because trﬁﬁ% grounds be maintained to an already high standard as they are

poses an entrapment and strangulation hazard for youngeq by many local communities throughout the whole year. The
children. In addition, the existing post and chain style fencingroposal is to acquire a large dam west of the school and surrounding
needs to be replaced with the same style of fencing thdand and set up a pumping facility at the dam to pump water from the
appears on the decking of the lake. Council appears not to gt@m to a header tank on the school property. From there the grounds

; C can be watered using the existing infrastructure. It is expected that
prepared to address the other recommendations in this repogfe capacity of the dam is such that all ground watering requirements

which include: can be met. Potentially, therefore, the school can save up to $20 000
perimeter fencing of Braeburn Reserve, which surround@ year in watering costs.
the pond, to reduce the drowning hazard,; The letter continues:
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... The Mount Remarkable District Council is very supportive ofthe ~ Given my recollection of the interest in the Generational
project and will undertake whatever work is required to maximiseHealth Review shown at that meeting and the many ideas that

stormwater retention at the dam. The adjacent golf club is willing t
provide support in setting up the facility and have a reciprocé}mere put forward, | thought that | would refer to the notes of

arrangement with the school for access to some of the water. Detai§@t meeting and see how well the minister was delivering in
of the proposals are as follows: terms of the first steps that have been taken in the Genera-

The dam and land be purchased for $40 000. For this price théonal Health Review. So, | am doubly pleased to say that the
land will be cleared of all old machinery, rubble and plant. ~  announcements that have been made so far, whilst they are
A windmill and electric pump be set up at the dam and pipes bgyn|y the first steps and do not encompass all the issues raised

laid at a cost of $15 000 to the header tank at the school. Th : : - :
windmill will provide sufficient power under most circumstances &t that meeting, are entirely consistent with what my

to pump water to the tank and the electric pump can provide £0mMmmunity was _Iooking f(_)r. So, inaway, | am not surprised
backup as required. to hear the minister talking today about the already huge
A safety fence be erected around the dam to keep out studentgimber of hits and downloads for the report of the Genera-
and animals. The cost of the fence is expected to be $5 000. Thgpnal Health Review.
E?ce W'llll. be Zreztgd byl thz glolf club. doth < be done by, One Of the reasons that those who attended this meeting
the local council o ensure maximum run-off retention. ~ {Vere so excited was that they really did welcome the idea of
School site stormwater run-off be maximised by site works beind?©iNd involved in some of the major decisions about the
undertaken as part of the school amalgamation. spending of our health dollars. It is very interesting that,
This is a unique opportunity for the school and its communities tovhen we hear about various crises in the health system, it is
work together to develop an ecologically sustainable project that praalways about some fancy piece of technology or some high-
botential o save the School 620 000 & yeBRt this time of water ECh facility and how many we need. It aimost seems as
restrictions and mounting ecological problems with the Murray sysinough there is a belief that it is not a real hospital unless it
tem, it defies logic that a way cannot be found for the school td1as an XYZ machine with six bells; four bells is not suffi-
access such an enormous and valuable water resource as the danciént. For example, in the south, in relation to the neonatal
seems ludicrous that a commonsense, logical and straightforwafgdtensive care unit at Flinders Medical Centre, when people

project, already approved, with total community support and offer : :
of help, can be jeopardised because the government will not sign oi‘yere asked whether they thought that their local hospital

on the proposal. should have the best and the latest technology, they said that,

This letter is signed by Robert Koch, President of the Booyes, it should. They want to have those life-saving services

A S ~~~"or pieces of equipment available to them. However, at that
leroo Centre District School Council. It is a worthy project community meeting, when there was discussion about

L . X NIYy hether $4 million should be spent on this type of equipment
support. | urge the M|n|§terfor Edupapon to take |mmed|at o that it was only 20 minutes away, given that that machine
action to resolve and sign off on this issue so that this har '

Ki f I i h thei act will cost $500 000 a year to support, or whether people were
WOrKking group o1 people can get on wi eir project. prepared to travel an extra 10 or 20 minutes in order to use

| 'have already raised in this house on two or threey machine slightly across town but, in return, they would have
occasions the stunts and the behaviour of the Labor Party gie types of service that are required on a long-term basis
the last election. As a part of sort of schoolboy action, some,ch closer to their community, an amazing sigh of relief
12 months aﬁer the election th'e Labor Party has left asign Qkent around the room when people thought that they might
the ALP candidate on the stobie pole opposite my office—12e gple to be involved in making that sort of choice.
months! That was meant to be some sort of a smart trick. I \when those sorts of choices were presented to them as
have.already mdmated th_at the La.bc.)r I?arty started th.'éptionS, they wanted to be able to feel that they have access
scurrilous campaign and | intend to fI.nI.Sh it. Let us make ityg the |atest and the best in Adelaide (because my people do
very clear. We will target every activity of government, ot think so much about the country) and are prepared to
unless some undertakings are given. Plenty of activities Cafpayel for the technology, provided that they receive the on-
be chased up, if we want to. I do notwant to do it, but I will- the_ground services. They want greater links with their GPs,
Time expired. and they want their GPs to be connected more to the hospital
system. They want their GPs to be supported by the various
HEALTH REVIEWS other professionals in the health care team, because they
recognise that, at the moment, GPs are under such a load that
Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Itis my pleasure to rise to- they do not always know this. Their big warning was ‘be
day to say how pleased | am that the Minister for Health hagareful of the empire-builders and be careful of the drug
tabled the Generational Health Review and revealed the fir%bmpanies_’ | believe those were the two messages that that
steps for implementation. | have been excited by the discugneeting wanted me to take back to the minister in terms of
sion about the Generational Health Review ever since it commplementing a changed health system.
menced. Certainly, | noticed that, at the community meeting
that was held in the south in November last year, people were
really excited about the idea of changing our health system.
It seems strange that people might get excited about our
health system. However, at that meeting were people who
were working in our excellent community health servicein ~ FOOD (DOGS IN OUTSIDE EATING AREAS)
the south (the Noarlunga Community Health Service) and in AMENDMENT BILL
our hospital, in addition to people from disability support
groups, parents, and ordinary community members. Muchto Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett) obtained leave and
my surprise, a couple of young people also attended. The lasttroduced a bill for an act to amend the Food Act 2001. Read
thing | expected was to see young people coming to a firsttime.
meeting and talking about a health service. Dr McFETRIDGE: | move:
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That this bill be now read a second time. Something very sad is happening to us. We are reverting to

. wowserdom, becoming the over-regulated, scaredy-cat, mean-
The Food Act 2001 that was passed uses the Australian anginded, judgmental place the arrogant east used to mock in the 50s.

New Zealand food standards, and this is where we haveone is the image of the enlightened arts state. Somewhere along the
created an absolute monster in the way our society is bei\r}ig‘fénpi?ét?glreagﬁtfaﬁse r\/élitif;] ﬂ%iggtshazubsrt?;?aasw 2 f;?éetf; Fi)r?a tf:)ave
treated. For many years, all around the world, lpeople ha arginalise the dog and dog owner. We have restricted W)r/1erge dogs
been able to take their dogs out for a walk, and if there wergay ' go—and denied them the beach for most of the day.
al fresco dining facilities available they were able to sitdown  Now emerges this surreptitiously passed ‘health’ regulation
outside and have a cup of coffee, a chat with their friends, anethich decrees that dogs may not attend outdoor eateries. It's fine to
generally enjoy the lifestyle that South Australia is well be choked by toxic car fumes but the presence of a dog is unhealthy
known for—and one that Don Dunstan fought for, with his2t Street cafes.
enthusiasm for the arts, and for restaurants and the culinaiyhat is what it comes down to. Is a well-behaved dog on a
arts. lead sitting down a health hazard? Various officers of the
He would have appreciated the fact that South Australianglinister's department have said to radio interviewers and
were at liberty to go out and enjoy their lifestyle in a constituents of mine that they are not considered to be a
commonsense way. But, unfortunately, that has not happeneignificant health hazard. In fact, the minister herself has
The situation we find ourselves in is that people now canndiéplied to constituents who have written to her asking her to
take their dogs to outdoor eating areas, sit down, have a ch&f!ange the regulations. A letter signed by Lea Stevens,
have a cup of coffee or have any food served to them becauldinister for Health, and dated June 2003 states:
the Food Act 2001, as | have said, uses the Australian and The Department of Human Services has not viewed that as a
New Zealand Food Standards; in particular, the reference tghange from the previous legislation and is not aware of any intent
standards 3.2.2 and 2.4.1, where the definitions of premis hind the national legislation to increase restrictions on dogs in

and food cause all the problems. | read from those standar S:tdoor dllnmg'areas. . .
The minister is clearly wrong. The intent in the food stand-

food premises means any premise including land, vehicles, pal - :
of structures, tents, stalls and other temporary structures, boarlgrds and also in the act says what it says. We cannot draw an

pontoons and any other place declared by the relevant authority @bitrary conclusion from that: ‘I didn’t really mean this, so
be premises under the Food Act kept or used for the handling of fooglou don’t need to interpret it that way.’” If someone wants to
for sale, regardless of whether those premises are owned by thgterpret it that way, they can do it. | guarantee that until it is
proprietor. . . changed someone will do it. The owners of businesses in
That means that the definition of premises is up to any locatoldfast Bay and the electorate of Morphett—and | am sure
authority and up to the government to prescribe. Then the electorates of the members for Colton and Norwood—
definition of the handling of food under the Australian New are worried about being pinged for something which was not
Zealand Food Code is: intended, and, certainly, | am sure, which this government

handling of food includes the making, manufacturing, producing,WOUId never have intended.

collecting, extracting, processing, storing, transporting, delivering, These owners are running scared and banning people from
preparing, treating, preserving, packing, cooking, thawing, servingising the outdoor dining facilities if they have a dog. They
or displaying of food. are putting up signs. There was even a ridiculous suggestion
It does not talk about consuming food, but it certainly talksof having a separate area where dogs could go—like the
about serving food. This is where the whole problem is: thémoking and non-smoking areas. Itis crazy. We do not need
definition of food premises and the definition of the handlingmore bureaucracy and more legislation and governance.
of food. Because of those two definitions and the way theyVhere are we going? Let us get some commonsense back
can be interpreted, it leaves the owners of businesses openlf§o this place. The minister’s letter continues:
litigation. If some overzealous bureaucrat, somebody who To the best of my knowledge only the City of Holdfast Bay has
does not like dogs or has a beef against the owner of ghanged its policy on dogs at outdoor dining. . .
particular business, wants to go out there and give them gis not the City of Holdfast Bay that has changed its policy.
hard time, they can do so. The penalties for being in breactihe City of Hoidfast Bay is applying the policy that is put out
of those food standards are found in section 21 of the Foog the food safety standards and the Food Act. The City of
Act, ‘compliance with food standards code’. Section 21(1)Holdfast Bay is doing what it is obliged to do. Unfortunately,
provides: as a result of their being a little too enthusiastic, but quite
A person must comply with any requirement imposed on thecorrect, the particular owners in Jetty Road, Brighton, and
person by a provision of the Food Standards Code in relation to th@etty Road, Glenelg, are more than concerned about the
conduct of a food business or to food intended for sale or food fofmplications and the potential penalties of the onerous
sale. sections in the Food Act. It would be so easy for the minister
The maximum penalty if the offender is a body corporate igo change the regulations. | do not know why | have to use the
$250 000 for having a dog outside a restaurant and servingaluable time of this house to introduce a private member’s
someone a cup of tea. The maximum penalty if the offendebill, which will sit on the table for many weeks (if we do not
is a natural person is $50 000. But it is $250 000 for servingyet it passed quickly) in order to do something which is
a cup of coffee to someone who has a dog. That is absolutegommonsense and which is so easy to fix. The minister is
ridiculous. | know that was never the intent of this legislation.wasting the time of her own departmental officers trying to
I cannot understand why the minister has not done whatefend something that does not need to be defended all the
would have been so easy for her to do and what | have askeiine. Just change it: it is as easy as that. The minister says it
her to do on several occasions, that is, change the regulatioissmportant that councils have the power to ensure that dogs
so that this part of the act does not cause the repercussiotiet are not well controlled do not affect diners and this is
that it is causing. In theddvertiser of Thursday 22 May, provided for by the legislation. Of course it is provided for
Samela Harris wrote: by the legislation: it is in the dog and cat management
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legislation, also. Ninety-nine per cent of owners having a cugn May 2002. A number of fishers contacted the committee
of coffee in one of these alfresco areas are accompanied Isyating that the allocations were unsatisfactory. The commit-
dogs that are very well behaved. tee invited the fishers and their representatives to appear
Look overseas. In Europe, dogs are allowed into dinindbefore it. The committee also took evidence from the Director
areas. My amendment provides that dogs not go into totallpf Fisheries and a representative of the South Australian
covered areas. | want this bill to make only a small chang&kesearch and Development Institute, which provides the
to the act. The minister could do it by regulation but,government with specialist advice on fish stocks.
unfortunately, | have to do it by using up parliamentary The committee conducted numerous hearings and
counsel time, the time of this house and my own persongbrovided stakeholders with adequate opportunity to make
time (which | gladly give on behalf of the thousands of submissions and respond to evidence that had been provided.
people who have signed the petitions that | have beeh heard from eight witnesses, which included scientific
collating—another one of which | will present tomorrow, experts, legal representatives and full-time joint crab fishers,
signed by another almost 2 000 petitioners). All this amendand recorded over 80 pages ldansard evidence. It also
ment does is insert a new clause 112A, which provides: received numerous detailed submissions from the parties. The
Dogs in outside eating areas fishers informed the committee in August 2002 that they
112A.(1) A person who handles food in an outside areamight resolve their concerns with the regulations through a
cannot be taken to be in breach of any provision of this Act,private arrangement. However, the parties ultimately failed

or of any requirement imposed by or under this Act, by virtue ;
only of the fact that he or she is handling food while a dog isto reach an agreement and consequently the committee

present in the outside area if the following conditions arecontinued with its review.

satisfied: After taking evidence from the parties, the committee
(a) the dog is under the control of a person who is present ivrote to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries on
the outside area: 5 December 2002 and requested an immediate review of the

(b) ;_hg rﬂg?re'z irnelset%tnh?d by a lead that is not more thar, ., ations. The minister responded on 17 February 2003 and

(c) the person in control of the dog did not enter the outsideadvised, inter alia, that it was not appropriate for him to
area through a part of the premises that is not an outsideverturn the decision of the Director of Fisheries. On
@ ifgg-rson who is in control of a dog in the circumstanceslg February 2003 the committee resolved to produce a report
described in subsection (1) is exempt from the operation o n the regglatlons. This report was tabled on 4 Jun(.e'2.003.
item 9 in the table set out in section 43 of the Dog and Cat! "€ committee noted and considered each of the criticisms

Management Act 1995. of the fishers in relation to the scheme of management for the
This shows how ridiculous this situation is. This bill needsgiant crab resource. Consequently, it reported on the follow-
to change not only the Food Act but also the Dog and Caf'9- ,
Management Act. If the minister would just change the’ Whether the_totgl allowable catch for th_e giant crab
regulations it would be so easy, and | cannot understand why "€source, which is announced at the beginning of each
she does not do so. season, is too low.
In the grand scheme of things, this is probably quite a Whether the total allowable catch fails to ensure the

small matter but it is important to the lifestyle of the people ~ ©OPtimum utilisation of the resource. .

of South Australia. This government represents itself as a Whether the distribution of the resource amongst fishers
Dunstonian government—and | do not mean a Flintstone-type 'S inéquitable. . . .
government: | mean a Dunstan-type government. It supports Whether the right to review an allocation under section 58
the arts, the people and the lifestyle that we have, so all 1 ask ©f the Fisheries Act 1982 has been taken away by the use

of this place is to do this, and | ask the minister to change the ©f regulations. _ _

regulations. I do not mind if the bill is withdrawn—just do Whether the right of fishers to the resource is dependent
the commonsense thing and do what | ask, what the people ©" non-reviewable decisions resulting in a breach of
writing to you ask, what the thousands of people signing the natural justice. _ _

petitions ask, and what the members for Colton and Norwood Whether the king crab allocation advisory panel (the
want you to do (but they are probably worried about stirring  Paneél) made decisions about equitable allocation when it
up trouble on that side). Do what is right for the people of did not have the information or expertise required for such
South Australia. Do not just sit and pass it off to the Local & determination. o _
Government Association. Have the courage to be open arid Whether the panel made errors in its calculations.
honest. Stand up and do what is right. Change the regulations YWhether the panel did not validate data used to calculate
or we will have to change the act. The people want you to do historical catches, which subsequently determined the

it: you support the people and are here to represent the distribution of the giant crab resource. .
pec))/ple. Sg,pminister,pdo ?[ P - Whether the Director of Fisheries has not obtained the

best scientific advice in making decisions about the

Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate. ~Management of the resource.
- Whether the director unreasonably excluded pre 1997

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: catch histories of fishers on the basis that this information
FISHERIES ACT could not be validated.
The committee made six recommendations on the basis of its
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): 1 move: inquiries. In relation to recommendation 1, the committee

That the report of the Legislative Review Committee onrécommended that, as part of the review of the Fisheries
regulations 259 and 273 of 2001 made under the Fisheries Act 198&ct 1982 commissioned by the government in June 2002, the
be noted. Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries should develop
The Legislative Review Committee first considered thesea policy for the implementation of regulations concerning
regulations, which allocate the giant crab resource to fisherschemes of management for fisheries. The committee noted
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that a policy would inform fishers that appeal rights or rights: The committee provided a forum for the review of

to a fishery may be determined by regulations. The committee regulations, and has the power to recommend disallow-

noted that some fishers believed that such rights could ance of those that breach its principles of scrutiny.
ultimately be decided by the courts. - The government is entitled to ensure that there is certainty
As to recommendation 2, the committee recommended in the management of a fishery.

that the policy for the implementation of regulations should- - The management issues were complex, and the regulations

be publicly available and incorporate the following: provided an effective and final solution.

» Guidelines for when regulations are to be used as & |n relation to recommendation 6, the minority (Hon.

fisheries management tool above other options such aSorothy Kotz MP and Hon. Angus Redford MLC) of the
licence conditions. o o committee recommended:
Measures to ensure that sufficient information is collected 11 regulations should be disallowed and noted that the
to enable an effective determination on the ‘equitable jsqe of equitable distribution should be decided by a
distribution’ of the resource in accordance with section 20 1t of law that has procedures and the expertise to
of the Fisheries Act 1982. adjudicate on such matters.

Measures to inform fishers that, given the. fishgries Section 58 of the Fisheries Act 1982 previously gave
industry is highly regulated to ensure the sustainability of fishers an appeal right in relation to allocations as a

?vanlatiilenstoc;lijs,mallocr?utonbs mﬁy”br(]e ddeterr?mecrilt bty licence condition, and this right should not be extin-
eguiations a ay not be challenged pursuant 1o guished by the regulations.

section 58 of the Fisheries Act 1982. - Fishers were not sufficiently warned of the effect of the
Guidelines on consultation that must be undertaken before regulations (that is, the allogation would be final and not
regulations are introduced to ensure that. su%ject to appeal) énd consequently, they did not recog-
- Fishers are given adequate opportunity to make nise the importance of the King Crab Advisory Panel and

representations and submissions. the consultations that were undertaken
Where fishers submit a written query about the :

consultation process or matters arising therefrom, & égulations should not remove appeal rights that help to
written response is provided by the Department of ~Protecta person’s economic livelihood. _ _
Primary Industries and Resources SA. : I_t_|s unreasonable to use regulations as a device to avoid
The consultation process is transparent, and all submis- litigation. . _ o
sions are available to the public upon request (wher& conclusion, having considered all the criticisms, the
the submitter provides authority). majority of the committee found that there was insufficient
As to recommendation 3, the committee recommended th&vidence to recommend disallowance of the regulations.
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries should noteHowever, there was unanimous support for a policy for the
the effects of implementing regulations that extinguish appedmplementation of regulations under the Fisheries Act 1982
rights that were previously available to fishers. These includéhat relate to the schemes of management for fisheries.
A possible breach of the committee’s principles of )
scrutiny that require it to consider whether regulations The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): I will make a few
‘unduly trespass on rights established by law or ar€omments on the Legislative Rgawevy Committee’s regula—
inconsistent with the princip|es of natural justice’ or make.tlons f0r glant CrabS, under the F|Sher|eS.ACt 1982. The issue
rights, liberties or obligations dependent on non-reviewiS certainly one that caused the committee a great deal of
able decisions’. The committee construes the term ‘rightsfrustration at several points, and certainly one of great interest
widely so that it includes appeal rights or a person’s rightn the complexities that were brought to our attention.
to access or exploit a resource notwithstanding that n§asically, within this area of giant crab fishing, two full-time
proprietary right has been conferred. giant crab f_|shers were originally given access rights to '_[he
If appeal rights in relation to determinations about thediant crab fishery by the commonwealth government, which
allocation of the giant crab resource are extinguished, thead ]_UI’I_SdI.ClI.OI‘l over the resource in South Australia. In 1997,
District Court is obviously unable to intervene and correctthat jurisdiction was transferred to the state government, and
any errors. the rock lobster fishers, who fished for giant crab on a part-
As to recommendation 4, the committee recommended th&fne basis or took it as a bi-catch, subsequently sought
the Director of Fisheries should formalise and improveduthority to take a greater share of the available stock.
measures for the collection of scientific information in  Various disputes have arisen as to how the fishery should
relation to the giant crab fishery. The measures shoulfe allocated to the different parties and consequently the King

include: Crab Allocation Advisory Panel was established in 1999 by
- Formal (written) requests for information from fisheriesthe previous state government to advise on an appropriate
scientists who have collected relevant data. scheme of management. As a result of its recommendations,

Consideration of the purchase of data or other scientifighe regulations currently before the Legislative Review
information if it is cost effective to do so and is beneficial Committee were enacted. The effect of the regulations is to
to the management of the fishery. allocate 60 per cent of the fishery to the full-time giant crab
In relation to recommendation 5, the majority (the Hon. Johrfishers and the remainder to rock lobster fishers.
Gazzola MLC, Mrs Robyn Geraghty MP, the Hon. lan After taking evidence over a considerable period of time,
Gilfillan MLC and Mr Kris Hanna MP) of the committee and from those who were available to give evidence to the
recommended ‘no action’ on the regulations and noted thatommittee, the committee, on the whole, agreed with many
- Fishers were given sufficient opportunity for input into the of the comments that are now within this review report.
decision making process. The consultation process was However, after taking evidence, the committee noted that
exhaustive and gave repeated opportunities for detailetthere were criticisms of the regulations and the scheme of
submissions. management, including:
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the total allowable catch (TAC) for the giant crab re- PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: RIVERBANK—

sources is too low; STAGE 2 PROJECT

the TAC failed to ensure optimum utilisation of the

resource; Mr CAICA (Colton): | move:

the distribution of the resource is inequitable; That the 188th report of the Public Works Committee, on the

the right to review an allocation under section 58 of theRiverbank—stage 2 project, be noted.

Fisheries Act 1982 has been taken away by the use dafhe Public Works Committee has examined the proposal to
regulations; apply $3 million of taxpayers funds to the Riverbank stage
the right of fishers to the resource is dependent on nor? Project. The Riverbank stage 2 project is a continuation of

reviewable decisions, resulting in a breach of naturathe principles laid down in the Riverbank precinct master
justice; plan developed in 1999. The master plan presents a prescrip-

the King Crab Allocation Advisory Panel made decisionstion for the future rejuvenation of the precinct, emphasising

about equitable allocation when it did not have theth® integration of future project work in the area.

information or the expertise required for such a determina- Previous projects in the precinct have been the River-
tion: bank—stage 1 promenade project, completed in September

2001, and the Adelaide Festival Centre capital works,
ompleted in October 2002. The Riverbank stage 2 project
: . . ~Ihvolves the construction of a pedestrian bridge linking north-
catches, which subsequer.1tly determined the dlsmbu“ogouth pedestrian movement between North Terrace and the
of the_ giant Cra‘? resource, and i .__river, a new ramp at the top of the AFC amphitheatre to
the Director of Fisheries has not obtained the best scientigyijitate wheelchair access to the river and general improve-
ic advice in making decisions about the management gfent o the entrance to the Dunstan Playhouse and surround-
the resource. ing area. The bridge will be a cable stay structure, spanning
Arguments were put to the committee against the regulationthe 40 metres between the north-east corner of the railway
The committee also noted arguments that the regulations weggation and Playhouse Plaza. The proposed ramp will provide
an inappropriate means of achieving the government'access between levels three and four of the Festival Theatre
objectives. By extinguishing the appeal rights for regulationg|aza. The Dunstan Playhouse will have a concrete wall and
prevents courts from deliberating on matters such as th&maining plaza structures removed, allowing freer access to
equitable distribution of the giant crab resource. Such ghe Playhouse and providing aesthetic consistency with the
deliberation was seen to be of paramount importance in thigrecinct.
matter, as there was evidence of flawed findings by the panel e project aims to provide access and amenity for
on inequity within the fishery. pedestrians using the precinct’s facilities and public spaces.
The committee noted that the individual allocation of aThe project further aims to add value and appeal to the
fishery resource, or a change of allocation, amounts to thgrecinct so that the functional and economic potential of this
grant of a right. Some members noted that the use of thgrea can be realised. In particular, the project aims to create
regulation in this case to reduce access to the resource undgjife, equal and convenient pedestrian linkages; contribute to
trespasses on the licence holder’s rights and makes thesige arts and cultural development of the precinct; act as a
rights dependent on a non-reviewable decision. This is whyatalyst for complementary investment by existing and future
the Hon. Angus Redford and I chose to provide a minoritycommercial operators; promote the precinct as a meeting
report as opposed to supporting the majority. In this instanceilace and as an area for recreation and leisure activity; and,
under recommendation 6, a minority of the committeecreate a bridge design that is visually and structurally light in
recommended that the regulations should be disallowed arfgrm, preserves the existing site plans and responds positively
noted that the issue of equitable distribution should beo the Riverbank master plan.
decided by a court of law that has the procedures and The project has an estimated capital cost of $3 million,
expertise to adjudicate on such matters. with recurrent costs of $25 000 per annum from 2004-05,
Section 58 of the Fisheries Act 1982 gave fishers amplus a 2.5 per cent inflation rate compounded annually. The
appeal right in relation to allocations as a licence conditionkey benefits of the project are in the improvement of public
and this right should not be extinguished by the regulationsaccess, increased safety and greater amenity to the natural and
Fishers were not sufficiently warned of the effect of thebuilt environment. Construction for the project is scheduled
regulations, that is, that the allocation would be final and noto commence in August 2003 and be completed in February
subject to appeal. Consequently, they did not recognise th#004.
importance of the King Crab Allocation Advisory Paneland  The committee accepts that the current project forms a
the consultations that were undertaken. Regulations ShOUEbmponent of the master plan for the Riverbank precinct and,
not remove appeal rights that help to protect a person’gs such, seeks integration with those stages already com-
economic livelihood. Itis unreasonable to use regulations asjeted. The committee is concerned that the master plan,
a device to avoid litigation. while pursuing a rejuvenated and integrated Riverbank
It was on these grounds that the minority report was puprecinct, may not contain sufficient detail or cohesion to
by two members of this committee but, as | say, the majoenable stages to be implemented systematically or for
aspects of the report itself were supported by the majority ofnaximum cost efficiency, which may result in the occasional
the committee. We believe that this is an extremely importantiuplication of services and/or work required and which also
aspect that should not (under natural justice) deny the righgrevents the committee from evaluating broader infrastructure
of anyone to an appeal, as this takes it into the realm ofsues such as stormwater management across the precinct.
anyone with expertise being able to make a final decision.  The committee accepts that the stages can be implemented
Motion carried. only as funding becomes available, but is of the opinion that

the panel made errors in its calculations;
the panel did not validate data used to calculate historic
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more detailed forward planning with regard to the whole Mr BRINDAL: Good; he is often indulging me, that man.
precinct could provide cost and time savings in the long termThe substance of the matter before the Public Works
The committee notes the need for a north-south link acrosSommittee was, as the Presiding Member said, quite
the Festival Plaza to link the city with the river, but has someénteresting. One of the things that the committee wrestled
concern at the capital cost of the project and the estimatedith was the idea of taking away a fairly large portion of the
recurrent expenditure required to maintain the bridge. amphitheatre. As most members would know, the amphi-

The committee also notes the engineering data regardir{gealtre is probably not the most used space in the Festival
the stability of the proposed bridge and will retain an interestentre complex. Certainly compared with the use of the
in this aspect of the project. The committee would furthefPunstan Playhouse, the Space Theatre within the Dunstan
suggest to the proponents of the project that they considélayhouse and the Festival Centre itself, it would prob_abl_y_
naming the bridge in a manner that would provide a sense d&f€ the least used venue. Nevertheless, as the chair said, it is
community participation and ownership in the project sucHegarded as an iconic space, and it is quite peaceful and a
as through a statewide competition for school children. Théovely place just to sit. | can remember that over the years it
committee is further concerned that the construction of théas been used for some quite good performances. I think one
disabled access ramps on the upper deck of the amphitheagtethe real points we laboured over was that, for some reason,
will damage the aesthetic and functional integrity of thisit was thought that because they need wheelchair or ramp
space and feels that the objective of enabling disabled acceagcess the easiest thing to do is strip a bit of that out and take
from the plaza to the river could be achieved through othefWway that space. It was obvious in the evidence given before
means with less obvious impact on the visible fabric of the¢he committee that there were alternatives.

Festival Theatre complex. The committee was told that The committee questioned whether those alternatives have
alternative ramp structures such as a straight ramp betwedéeen vigorously pursued and whether they have been properly
the Dunstan Playhouse and the Festival Theatre would impacosted. If the committee had been presented with a viable,
backstage and service facilities in the complex, but theost effective alternative, nearly all of us, if not all, would
committee does not accept that the proposed ramp systemtigve preferred that some other alternative were adopted,
the only or most acceptable solution. rather than intrude on to the amphitheatre.

The committee is of the opinion that exposing the Dunstan The other interesting aspect of this project is a fairly
Playhouse entrance may cause some difficulty to drop-offpectacular footbridge, and the design looks like a mini
traffic in periods of inclement weather and feels that theGolden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, on a much reduced
option of providing temporary and aesthetically consistenscale. Because the Playhouse has been named after the late,
cover, such as canvas, sails or awnings, would providgreat, in the government’s opinion, premier of South
effective protection for patrons without negatively impactingAustralia, Don Dunstan, | will be really interested to see after
on the visual impact or effectiveness of the complex. Thevhom the bridge is named. Who will the Mini Me be who
committee is also of the view that the removal of exotic treegvill be destined to lie forever at the feet of the great Don
currently located to the west of the Dunstan Playhouse woulBunstan, because the bridge literally leads to his front door?
provide an improved vista across the river from the proposett will be interesting to see who the government nominates
bridge and plaza complex. While the committee is supportiv@s the person to lie in front of Don Dunstan.
of the project as an effort to enhance the aesthetic and Mr Caica: We'll ask the school kids to do that; you know
functional impact of the Festival Centre, it remains wary ofthat.
the extent to which such projects are capable of compromis- Mr BRINDAL: | know, but | also know that, given the
ing the iconic nature of these spaces. In this instance thgay the Labor Party runs competitions, it will ask the school
committee is supportive of the project and the objective okids to do it and, if they do not come up with the answer the
reinvigorating the Riverbank Precinct. Pursuant to secgovernment wants, through a raffle or something else, they
tion 12(c) of the Parliamentary Committees Act 1991, theyill probably pay some other school kid to put in an answer
Public Works Committee recommends the proposed publighat it wants and then it will declare that it is going to be
work. called—

The Hon. G.M. Gunn: They'll get Nick Bolkus.

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | commend to the house the Mr BRINDAL: | do not think that my friend and

report delivered on behalf of the committee by its mUChcolleague the member for Stuart is putting his name forward

respected Presiding Member, who is one of the people sjtting, have the bridge at the feet of Don Dunstan named after
opposite whom those on this side of the house most h'ghlﬁim. I could be wrong, and he could speak for himself, but

regard and whom we think one of those most likely tol doubt that members on this side of the house will be

succeed. Ith_ wlerr]e a kllletting lman ! wogld have aLittI?tt_)it Ofqueuing up to be the Mini Me at the feet of the great Don.
money on him; he will go a long way In a very Shorttime, oy a5 some members opposite might think it a great
especially judging by the poor performance of much of thenonour | do not think that we do.

front bench in the estimates committees. On a more serious note, this is an important project for the
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr SNELLING): = Order! g0 and in many ways it represents the continuity of

;I(’)r;)eicmember for Unley is out of his place and also off theyqyemment in that it was a project started under the last

) o _ Liberal government. The whole Riverbank project was to
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Unley is exercising his provide a very nice boulevard that will eventually stretch
responsibility as leader of business for the opposition, anginbroken from the Convention Centre, down past the Hyatt
this is where we traditionally sit, sir. If you want me to go and to King William Street. It will be a good promenade, at
back to my place, I will. least as good and arguably better than Southbank in Victoria.
The ACTING SPEAKER: I will give you some indul-  This represents the second or third stage of the redevelopment
gence. of the Festival Centre precinct, and it is part of an integrated
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plan for the development of the larger precinct. It will add to,who want to take preventative measures to lessen the effects
rather than detract from, the amenity in the area. of bushfires but who are not allowed to do so because of the
However, in commending this report to the house, | make&rchaic, stupid laws and regulations we have in place.
a plea to the executive government. The project is more dsecondly, we have people who live in areas and who have
less halfway through, and one of the things that | am sorrfailed to take adequate measures to make their properties safe
about on the Liberal Party leaving government is that we havéfom bushfires.
not been able to find the resources to complete the project. May | also say, in my view, there are certain areas of the
The completed project will be something of which everystate where homes have been built where, if we had our time
member who has served in this parliament, the last parliament/er again, they probably would not have been built. In the
and perhaps the next parliament will be rightly proud,future, we should ensure that our planning laws are such that,
because the completed version includes landscaping of tliepeople build in some of these places, they will be com-
river bank from the Convention Centre plaza down to thepelled to take adequate prevention measures, because the
river, as well as some striking amenity and feature to the rive€ountry Fire Service and other volunteers are often called
bank. As premier Olsen said to the house a couple of timesipon to attempt to save these properties and they place
it will re-create in the river a focus for the whole of the city themselves in great danger and at tremendous cost to the
of Adelaide and it will provide links between North Terrace taxpayers. These things all have to be borne in mind. In South
and the river. | am sure that members would agree that it iBustralia, we do have very restrictive measures in relation to
curious that, in a city that has quite a large river/ornamentatonstructing firebreaks through native vegetation.
lake and beautiful gardens— Prior to coming into the chamber, | was preparing a
Mrs Redmond: No, it is not large. submission to the Premier in which | provide him with a
Mr BRINDAL: Well, it looks large. The member says number of photographs of where fires have burnt into a
that it is not large, but if you look at it around Elder Park, youproperty. Another set of photographs clearly demonstrates
would think it was as mighty as the Murray in places. It isthat there are two sets of rules, whereby National Parks con-
about the same width, in fact there is a weir, but it is not venystructed a firebreak in the Flinders Ranges National Park of
long—she is quite right about that. some 40 paces in width. | do not object to it, but if I, as a
Mr Hanna interjecting: farmer, or one of my neighbours, did anything similar they
Mr BRINDAL: | would say that, for the benefit of the Would have all these nasty little apparatchiks racing around,
member for Mitchell, in certain places, the River Torrens isat tremendous cost, wanting to prosecute whoever put in such
possibly a might cleaner than parts of the River Murray. As firebreak overnight (and | would hope that it would be
| said, this is another stage in a project, which, | hope, thénaintained on a permanent basis) without obtaining permis-
executive government will continue to pursue, because whe#{on. It was drawn to my attention, and | went and had a look
we come to leave this place (whenever that might be), if wénd took some photographs, because I think it is important
are part of a new redesign of the Riverbank precinct and th& record this information. | then took some photographs of
concurrent revamping of North Terrace, we will all look backa legal, approximately five-metre, break on a private proper-
on those things that we are proud of. We will get a report irfy: Which would be inadequate to stop a bushfire.
a couple of weeks on the refurbishment of the emergency | say to the minister for the environment (and all those
wing of the Women’s and Children’s Hospital, and we haveother bits he now has attached to his portfolio) that he and his
done things at the Flinders Medical Centre, but that is part dpureaucrats will have to accept the responsibility when people
the ongoing work of the government and it is perhaps no@re burnt. They will also have to pick up the public liability
noticed. However, something such as the redesign of th&¢hen properties are damaged if they do not change these
Festival Centre, Elder Gardens and the Riverbank precinct &upid laws quickly. We have had the bushfires summit,
something on which you can look back and say, ‘I was parvhere everyone agreed that these laws had to be changed.
of that and | am proud to have been part of that.’ | commend he time for talking, publicity, action and beating one’s chest
this report to the house. | hope that the government will nofbout what a great thing this talkfest was has gone: we want
stop here, that is, it will take it further and look at thoseaction, we want it now, and we want it so it is there to protect
aspects where perhaps we are losing iconic spaces to proviffte community and the volunteers—we all know what

wheelchair access. | believe there is a way of doing both. happened in Canberra and in New South Wales. There is no
Motion carried. longer any excuse that people do not know, or are not aware;

everyone knows what the answer is. The only ones who do
STATUTES AMENDMENT (DUTIES TO PREVENT not want to move are the foolish people like Jasemin Rose

FIRES) BILL and that little group, who are impractical. They want to
endanger the lives of the volunteers—
Adjourned debate on second reading. Mr Hanna: That's unfair.
(Continued from 4 June. Page 3392.) The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Itis a fact. It is a fact of life. If

the honourable member ever attempts to put out a bushfire

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am normally hesitant with a five-metre firebreak of native vegetation and drive
to get to my feet, but this is one of those occasions wheredlong at the back-burn, he will get more than singed. These
am pleased to support the bill so ably introduced by mypeople may be well meaning but, unfortunately, they are
colleague the member for Mawson. From reading the secormbmpletely misguided and ill-informed—and | am being
reading speech, | am aware that the architect was the membsharitable to them. | make no apology for the comment. The
for Davenport in whose electorate, of course, there would bkegislation that the honourable member currently has before
a number of properties where, unfortunately, the owners hawhe house will assist the volunteers and the Country Fire
failed to take adequate steps to ensure that they are not a figervice in protecting the public.
hazard. As | see it, we have two classes of problems in South | have a view that the head of the Country Fire Service and
Australia at the present time. First, we have many farmerhis board should have the authority to order private and
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public land managers to take certain steps within a prescribed The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Snelling): | call the

time. If they do not do it, he or she should have the authoritynember for Torrens.

to order the construction of firebreaks and hazard reduction Mr BRINDAL: Are you speaking?

programs, and to act quickly. I believe that, in council areas, Mrs GERAGHTY: No, | was going to move that the

the council should have the authority to direct that certairdebate be adjourned.

action be taken—whether it be the construction of a 10-metre - An honourable member interjecting:

or a 15-metre firebreak, burning off or hazard reduction. Mr BRINDAL: No, it is my bill. | speak and close the
If the government does not take up some of these suggegebate if no-one else is going to speak.

tions in the near future, it is my intention to bring a private  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for

member’s bill to the parliament to address some of thesggrrens has the call.

matters. Unfortunately, if we do not act, we will have a s GERAGHTY (Torrens): | move:

calamity, we will have a disaster, and it is too late then. The

time has long since passed when we should be acting on these o )

issues. Everyone has been warned, everyone knows that the The house divided on the motion:

That the debate be further adjourned.

law is an ass at the present time, and that it is only staying in . AYES (20)

place because of the attitude of a few anti-farmer, anti- Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
development people, who are an impediment to the welfare ~ Breuer, L. R. Caica, P.

of the people of South Australia— Conlon, P. F. Foley, K. O.

Mr Brindal |nter]ect|ng Geraghty, R. K. (te”er) Hl”, J. D. )

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: But the private land-holder is not Key, S. W. Koluts'antonls, T.
allowed to do that. The private land-holder would be charged ~ MCcEWwen, R.J. O'Brien, M. F.
with contravening this crazy Native Vegetation Act and Rank_lne, J.- M. Rau, J. R.
regulations. The point | am making is that the property owner ~ >nelling, J.J. Stevens, L.
should be able to do it. | have given the example— Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W.

An honourable member interjecting: White, P. L. NOES 2(\)Nr|ght, M. J.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: '_I'he honoure_lble member has, as Brindal, M. K. (teller) ( B)rokenshire, R L
usual, worked herself up into a considerable lather about
something. | do not know what has taken her fancy today Buckby, M. R. Chapman, V. A,
However—. ) Evans, |. F. Goldsworthy, R. M.

L Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L.

An honourable member interjecting: . - Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hanna, K.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, she is smiling, and she Kotz, D. C. Maywald, K. A.
doesn't often do that. - McFetridge, D. Meier, E. J.

Ms Rankine interjecting: Penfold, E. M. Redmond, I. M.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Perhaps | was a bit uncharitable. Scalzi, G. Such, R. B.

Ms Rankine: I'm always smiling at you. Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am pleased about that. The PAIR(S)
honourable member has made my day. | do not often have ~ Rann, M. D. Kerin, R. G.
young ladies smile at me. Let me say that this is the first in Lomax-Smith, J. D. Brown, D. C.

a number of steps that need to be taken to bring some  Ciccarello, V. Matthew, W. A.

commonsense to apply to the prevention of bushfires in South The SPEAKER: There being 20 ayes and 20 noes, | give
Australia. The Country Fire Service does an excellent job. Imy casting vote for the noes on the ground that it is private
has been well led. It needs these other tools to support ihembers’ time, and other Independent members, or those not
because the aim should be prevention, not putting out firesligned with either the opposition or the government, have
There is huge cost and disruption to the community wherchosen to vote in a manner that will enable the debate to
massive bushfires take place; and one has only to see whatoceed for such other length of time as the house will itself
is taking place in the United States at the present time, wheidetermine in due course.

there are huge, uncontrolled fires and the sort of efforts that Motion thus negatived.

need to be taken.

I support the bill. | commend the honourable member for  The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Industry, Trade
introducing it. | hope that the government will pick up the bill and Regional Development)There are a number of reasons
and support it. | will in the near future bring in some otherwhy we do not support this particular action, the main one
amendments to the Country Fire Service Act to strengthen tHeeing that all parties agreed to a process and that process is
ability of those in charge, as well as local councils, to ensur&0t yet concluded. That process is to engage all the key
that the public is protected and that private landholders cagtakeholders in discussions—the key stakeholders in this case
take steps to protect their own properties and, indeed, protebging the City of Adelaide, the City of Port Adelaide Enfield,
the community. the Valuer-General, valuers from both those parties, and the

Australian Hotels Association. All those parties are still in

Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate negotiation and all agree that they do not have a position at

this stage. It would be enormously disrespectful to all those

VALUATION OF LAND (ACCESS TO FINANCIAL agencies to now force a position on them without actually
STATEMENTS) AMENDMENT BILL having concluded that process.

| do not believe that anyone in this house, having once

Adjourned debate on second reading. engaged all those key stakeholders in good faith, would now

(Continued from 14 May. Page 2985.) wish to pre-empt that. | am surprised that the shadow minister
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is even attempting to force this matter to a vote at this stagejuarries and golf courses, and many more. This will seriously
because he happens to be one of the members of thednstrain the Valuer-General from accurately valuing these
committee. Surely he, along with the rest of us, would beproperties.
respectful enough to allow that to be concluded. The bill extends the meaning of ‘financial statements’
significantly to incorporate a statement of cash flows. It is
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban possibly an unintended consequence, but this prevents the
Development and Planning)i rise to oppose this proposi- Valuer-General or his representatives from verifying rental
tion. This proposition, if passed, would make us a bit of aevels on any income earning property. This has the capacity
laughing stock across the country in terms of the process @b vastly reduce access to market information required for
the valuation of land. It introduces into the concept of thevaluation purposes. This has the potential to impact on the
land valuation legislation a restriction that would seriouslyaccuracy of valuations of all investment properties, commer-
inhibit the ability of the Valuer-General to undertake hiscijal and industrial premises, and the ability of the Valuer-
statutory functions in accordance with the Valuation of LandGeneral to defend such valuations. The valuation base within
Act and, frankly, that would also include any other valuersthis state is a crucial piece of infrastructure. If the member for
undertaking valuations under section 168 of the LocalUnley’s proposition succeeds, it will be essentially ruined as
Government Act. a means by which useful and defensible valuations can be
Itis obviously a cobbled together attempt by the membetarried out.
for Unley to jump on the bandwagon of some concern that  The nub of this debate was concern about confidentiality
has been raised. It has been worked through in an orderlind, in particular, confidentiality in relation to two particular
basis, between the relevant stakeholders, and indeed there fgeal government bodies. In relation to the Valuer-General,
anumber of propositions which continue to be entertained byll information collected by him or his representatives under
government about ways of solving this issue. The relevandections 26, 27 or 28, which could be construed as private or
issue arises in relation to the particular valuation processesmmercial in confidence, whether financial or otherwise, is
being undertaken by just two councils in the state, yet thigreated as confidential. It is never—and never has been—
particular legislation is legislation of very broad scope thaprovided to a third party. | ask all members to think carefully
would affect the Valuer-General in all of his functions. So,before they cast their vote in relation to this matter. The
itis a sledgehammer to crack a nut, a nut that we are attempjovernment has placed on the record its commitment to
ing to open with a much blunter instrument, and that isworking through and finding a solution to the issues of
through the process of negotiation. concern raised by stakeholders, but we should not debauch
The proposed legislation would be out of line with everythe whole system of land valuation in this state, effectively,
other jurisdiction within Australasia. The ability of the to respond to this issue. | ask all members to oppose this
Valuer-General to value specialised properties, such as hotefsioposition or, at the very least, to defer it while further
would be compromised. The particular concerns that argiscussions, which are pending and which are currently being
raised here fundamentally relate to questions of concernsndertaken by both the Minister for Local Government and
about privacy of this information. There are particularalso officers of the department under my responsibility, are
concerns that are raised by stakeholders, including the Hotedschausted.
Association, about the way in which this information is being
held by local councils and the potential use that it could be The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | listened with interest
put to. As | understand it, these stakeholders have nto the minister's comments. | think he has actually missed the
particular difficulty with the Valuer-General undertaking this point. The point is that, in a decent society, people’s private
role. They are concerned, however, with the two councildusiness information is entitled to be treated privately. It
who adopt their own in-house valuation processes. should not be available at will to bureaucracy—
The Australian Property Institute’s draft guidance note on  Mr Koutsantonis: Tell that to John Howard.
valuing specialised properties specifies that valuers should The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | do not know what the rel-
use the capitalisation of income approach on the basis of nevance—
operating profit and that at least three years’ past trading Mr Koutsantonis: It's one of the first things he did.
history should be analysed. This information is sourced from The Hon. G.M. GUNN: More importantly, it appears to
the financial statements that the bill is actually seeking tane that the government and its instrumentalities at every
restrict and this guidance note covers a number of propertigvel are setting out to take away people’s rights and impose
types, including hotels. draconian measures upon them. One of the problems, which
The industry groups and the standards that exist for theociety will face in the very near future, is that governments
proper valuation of specialised properties dictate that this iill give such tremendous powers to bureaucracies, and these
the very information that is needed to carry out this taskparticular instrumentalities will become so arrogant and have
properly. There have been many court cases about trs® little regard for the privacy, rights and integrity of the
valuation of licensed premises, and all those decisions requifadividual that we will end up with tremendous public anger.
the valuer to determine turnover and profitability in order tolt is already starting to apply.
accurately assess the value of the hotel. What we have here | want to bring to the minister’s attention what happened
is a proposition that would turn on its head decades of cadast week when some of my colleagues and | visited the far
law about the proper valuation of particular specialisechorth of the state. It was brought to our attention that officers
properties. Financial information is required to value allof the Valuer-General's department went to Rawnsley Park,
specialised trading properties. This methodology is consistetiaving been to Arkaroola, attempting to change the valuation
with not only what is happening in Australasia but also thesystem to slug those people in a quite outrageous manner.
rest of the world. Specialised trading properties are noThese operators provide wonderful services to the community
limited to hotels; they include motels, caravan parksatthese venues, and one of them told us that the valuers said,
cinemas, private hospitals, licensed premises, nursing homeand we are going to go after all the tourist operators.” So,
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| take it that it is the policy of the government to slug the  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | do not want to unduly upset the
tourist industry. If that is the case, it is an absolute outrageminister. He needs to understand that he is here not as an
The Valuer-General needs to clearly understand that theggent of a bureaucracy or to legislate on their behalf but to
people have rights and that they cannot provide the servicggotect the welfare of the average citizen. This legislation
or maintain a business if they are unfairly taxed. Before thiglearly indicates that the average citizen has rights. The
debate took place, | wrote a letter to the Premier, supplyingninister has failed to appreciate that when an ordinary citizen
some information from the Valuer-General's office which Is challenged by government, its agencies or the bureaucracy,
was provided to me by one of my constituents—and | raisette or she is at a great disadvantage because many are not
it with the Premier during estimates committee. aware of their rights and do not have access to legal represen-
The debate on this bill gives me the opportunity today tdation. The government has unlimited opportunity to chal-
raise my concerns. The member for MacKillop was presenenge them with its legal apparatus and resources.
when we had the discussion, as were the member for |say tothe minister: be cautious about sticking up for the
Morphett and a couple of my other colleagues, and they wer8ir Humphreys all the time because they are not always right.
all appalled that these valuers would try to change the ruledf the honourable member had sat in an electorate office a
Arkaroola is a wilderness sanctuary which has protectedittl® more than he has, he would know that and have to deal
the environment and provided a refuge for a number ofVith some of these cases, particularly where there are people
animals. It has done wonderful work getting rid of the goats/nvolved. In the minister's case, it would not really matter if
and thousands of people go there every year. The cost gp never went to his electorate office. | have had electorates
providing electricity would be in excess of $90 000 per year!ke that in the past. | have had electorates where | have had
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: | hear you have done some 75 per _cer_1t of_the vote. Minister, you want to be careful.
work getting rid of goats. some villain might change the rules, and West Lakes might

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | have helped get rid of a grow rapidly with some really good stuff. You might get

i . .~ caught up in it, and you will be a bit more interested when
few of them, and | make no apology for it. That is a Sllghtsome of these people come to you with some of these difficult

skill that one or two of us may have—and there are not Man¥ases where they have been the victims of some terrible,
up there at the present time. | am sure that the Minister fo nfair actions taken against them

Emergency Services would like to join in on occasion, an The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: You wouldn't know what it

we might be able to arrange something for him at another_ . . .
place that we are working on at the present time. | l0oKS like to represent a seat like mine. You would not know

forward to that. what it is like.

Being sidetracked by the minister cannot get me away, The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | have 1 100 Housing Trust
from the fact that it costs over $90 000 a year to provid ouses in my constituency at Port Augusta, so | reckon | have

&ome idea of what it is like. | make myself available. | am

electricity to run the Arkaroola establishment, and theyaware of what difficult neighbours are like. | am aware what

Fr:ov{?? all tgew Oer' wate;. :(et thet?]e vall:ers, s?r?led Or:' |[’iappens when people cannot pay their power bills and who
€ k'a u%r erlera, \l/van do'tqp € [;am Ieton tese lar 1as to sometimes pay for them, and so on. | am very much
working, decent peoplé, and It IS an absolute outrage. | Sayy are of those things. | say to the minister: be aware at the

to the Valuer General: where does he want to end up? Wh@ d ; ; e ;
: of the day that this parliament is imposing unreasonable
does he want for South Australia? Does he want to put thesg) - itions onypeople—%nd it should ncf)t be g\]Ne have every

people out of business; does he want to belt the hotels aroup

th q he think e will i 01 Lit th ht to indicate the steps that we will take in the future to
° ear, Coes he think peopie Wit cominue fo Ivest I Melleorrect wrongs. That s the role of parliament. That is why we

\p;\;i%/ate information is_ going to behhanded to the burﬁau,fr\?\%have elections, and that is why the parliament assembles—not
at secrecy provisions are there to prevent that” i rt unfair and unr nabl ion
should they know what the turnover is? It is nothing to doyo Sitto support unfair and unreasonable actions.

with the value of the property. When the Valuer-General sent e WILLIAMS (MacKillop): This is important

these questionnaires to farmers, | had a discussion and tolgis|ation that the member for Unley has brought to the
him it had nothing to do with him, and I stand by that. house. | am disappointed at the minister’s comments a few
I look forward to the next Liberal government dealing minutes ago in the house that the government does not
with these sorts of people. They need to be dealt with. I lookecognise and does not seem to understand where the rating
forward to it, and they should be put on notice that Sirthat provides the revenues for local government should be
Humphrey may be important today but they should remembesased. It does not seem to understand the history of it or the
that the day of judgment of such people always comegelationship between the rating of land—whether it be
around. We \{vill note their behaviour, who they are and whatinimproved, improved or capital value—and the services
the process is. provided by the local government sector, that third level of
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: | rise on a point of government. It does not seem to understand that there is not
order, Mr Speaker. The member for Stuart makes an unfaitecessarily a connection between the profitability of a
reflection on the public servants towards whom he iusiness and the capital valuation of the site on which that
directing his remarks. He is imputing that they are notbusiness operates.
carrying out their duties in a bona fide fashion but rather have | accept that quite often the site can mean that a business
a vendetta against a particular group of citizens. may be more profitable. If you put the same business
The SPEAKER: The honourable minister may seek somemanager in the same business on two different sites, the site
acknowledgment for the nobility of his cause in championingmay have some influence on the profitability. However, |
the integrity and reputation of the Public Service, but thewould contend that the biggest influence on the profitability
parliament is unfettered in its responsibility to examine andf a business would be the way in which it is managed. A
comment upon that according to the subjective inclinationpoor manager in a particular business on a very good site will
of any member from time to time. There is no point of order.never do as well as an excellent manager on a mediocre or not
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so beneficial site. | am not suggesting that the site has ncontend that the Valuer-General should desist from seeking
influence at all, but | think the management has a significarmew methods of refining his art. He should concentrate on the
effect on the profitability of any business. Whether it is amethods that have been used for many generations to adopt
hotel with or without gaming machines, the way in which thea fair and reasonable valuation.

business is managed has alarge influence on its profitability. An honourable member interjecting:

Why would this parliament—and why would this government 1 WILLIAMS: Exactly. The land and businesses that

and this minister—seek to provide local government with thgyg yajyes are changing hands all the time. Many years ago |
power to tax management skills? That is what this is aboUfyeaq it said that the equivalent of all property in South
it is about whether we will allow the Valuer-General to usepsiralia changes hands every 23 years. | do not know

a system to set valuatiqns which will allow local governmenty hather that is still the case, but | was told that many years

to tax management skills. ago. So, the Valuer-General could not mount an argument to
The member for Stuart spoke about the fact that he angy,y that there is not enough evidence in the marketplace upon

some other members recently travelled through parts of hignich he can determine the valuation of any property,

electorate. We visited Arkaroola and a number of othefespective of the business being conducted on that property.
places. We spoke to Doug Sprigg, the principal of Arkaroola The Valuer-General seeks to put a valuation on licences

it?xtl\?enr’ avt\)/gﬁtrzﬁ t% uus;lirs]?Ezé?r?égsg?\gheb?:amuggri thgsas\allgdr anted by the government for certain types of businesses, but
y ’ e licence is attached to the person operating the business,

well run tourist business—it is run by a family who have - .
. ; not the property. For instance, a person might buy a property
worked in the industry for a great number years and who hay which a hotel has been established but not be a sound and

a great understanding of the landscape and have develop tperson to hold a liquor licence. Would the Valuer-General

a gﬁaltjlungerstandln_lg_hofttZe busmtess they Oﬁerate_'ttﬁc?]ange the valuation on that property because of the nature
profiable business. that does not necessarlly mean Meg wq fitness or the character of the owner? | think not. | do

intrinsically, the value Of. t_hat property has increased ot think the valuation of a property should be determined on
However, that IS What th_e minister and the government woul e character or nature of the person who owns the property;
have us believe in their opposition to this measure. The)(he valuation is actually intrinsic in the property.

would have us believe that, because you appoint a good o ) ; .
manager who runs a successful business, that automatically AS ! Said, it may have alittle to do with the business that

makes the property more valuable and automatically genel P€ing conducted on that property, but | do not think we
ates a greater amount of rate revenue for the local council. §h0uld give unfettered ability to the Valuer-General to use
think that is a nonsense. that sort of an approach when arriving at a valuation. There

| do not think that we should be going down the roadiS plenty of evidence in the marketplace. The VaIuer-_Gene_ra_I
where we start to base rates on management. We should rjiftS 8CCesS toall the s_ale_s, an_d he has experts working within
be giving local government the ability to set their rates, IS department who, in situations where there are not many
depending on the profitability of a certain site. If | have time,S&!€S in @ particular locality over a short period of time, can
I might go further with that argument. As all members know,US€ Other methods to arrive at a valuation.
| represent a rural area, and most of the businesses (by | also agree with what the member for Stuart said about
number at least) in my electorate are farms. As anyone whot giving access to private, personal and confidential
understands the farming sector would know, neighbouringﬁformation to the Valuer-General. The minister might well
farms will be involved in quite different enterprises: onesay that confidentiality is protected, but I do not think we
might be running sheep and one might be running cattleshould risk that in this case, because there are many other
another might be cropping and another might be a mixture gmethods by which the Valuer-General can make a valuation.
those enterprises. Once again, | commend the member for Unley for bringing

Anyone who understands farming systems and théhis measure before the house, and | hope that all the
economies of primary industries would also know that, bymembers of this house and the other place support this bill.
and large, all farming enterprises suffer from very cyclical
economic conditions. So, one day, you might have a very Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): We hear it all the time:
profitable sheep property next door to a cattle farmer who i cation, location, location! Not unlike the beautiful areas of
suffering fairly hard times. Several years down the track, yotihe South-East in the member for MacKillop’s electorate, the
might have the opposite situation. How ludicrous would it beelectorate of Morphett that | represent, as we read in the
for the Valuer-General to walk onto a farm and demand to seewspaper the other day, is the most densely populated area
the books and set a sheep farmer a different rate from that @utside of any CBD—the Manhattan of Australia. The
a cattle farmer on an identical neighbouring property? property values in this area are astronomical. Just recently,

That is the sort of direction in which we would be heading.a shop on Jetty Road, Glenelg sold for $2.26 million ($11 300
In fact, it is the sort of direction in which we are heading. At per square metre). If the Valuer-General wants to start setting
the moment, the Valuer-General is only picking on certairvalues, let him look at what the market is paying. We do not
industries and businesses and saying, ‘We need to see yol@nt him to be a secret agent looking at private and confiden-
books.’ If we allow the Valuer-General free reign in this area/tial information.
it will not be very long before he is tackling other businesses | have a real problem when bureaucrats start setting the
and other scenarios, such as the one | have just painted whergendas in this place. | hark back to my days in my veterinary
two farms might have at least a similar (if not an identical)practice. | saw more dogs training their owners than owners
valuation but the valuation might be completely differenttraining their dogs, and that is exactly what is happening here.
purely because one farmer runs sheep and one runs cattleThe bureaucrats are running the departments. We are getting
might be valued differently even if they both ran sheep butlepartmental-it is. Ministers have to stand up and say that this
one ran merino sheep to produce wool and the other rais not a commonsense way of doing things. Go away, think
cross-bred sheep to produce lambs. It is as simple as thatagain, sit down, stay—drop this idea.
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When | was involved in a large shopping centre runningf you are turning over $10 million a year it sounds fantastic,
a veterinary practice, they wanted to plug my computers intdut if your costs are $10 000 001 a year, you are still going
their mainframe to find out what my turnover was so that theyoroke in anyone’s language. To determine the valuation of a
could set my rental. This is just a further step from that.property you have to look at the bricks and mortar, the
Nobody has explained—and I fail to see any explanation—ocation and the sales going on in the district and see what is
how, if you are renting a shop and the Valuer-General wanteappening with the general trend in the area. We need to see
to determine the turnover for those premises so he can putvehether they are knocking over old buildings and putting new
value on it and then charge land tax on that land, he will gebuildings on the site, look at the site value and the capital
access to the turnover. Will he expect the owner of the shopnprovements. We do not simply look at the enterprise or we
to demand that information from the shopkeeper? That isvill get a very skewed idea of what the land is worth. Itis a
totally unreasonable and, as the member for MacKillop saysjdiculous idea to go in and start looking at turnover. We have
it will depend on the enterprise and the manager. Along Jettio use commonsense.
Road at Glenelg we see many shops changing locations. They | sypport the amendment to be moved by the member for
just move down the street to get a little more advantage fromeey and | urge the minister to go back and tell the dogs to
the location. -~ _ o sit down, stay where they are and stop slathering, slobbering

Even in a pristine and prime location like Jetty Road,ang champing at the bit to get their teeth into people’s profit

Glenelg, some shop owners think there is a better opportunitynq oss statements, their cash flows, and into their private
if they move. | saw that recently where a shop moved onlyjyes and businesses.

a matter of 20 yards, but they thought there was better
exposure and hoped their turnover would increase. However
it did not increase the value of the property because th
enterprises in that location were still so varied that you coul
not consider them as being a core base on which to value t

The days of the communist proletariat running every
usiness have long gone. We do not want to see them come
ack, and certainly in South Australia | will fight until my
ast breath to make sure that free enterprise is allowed to

property. Certainly it is only what the market will pay. At prosper and develop in this state. We have seen the push for

$2.26 million for the shop in Jetty Road, you would have toextended shopping hours. We know the effects that will occur

get a rental return of about $800 a square metre per annufif€re- We know that people are having to work very hard to

How many shops down there are paying that | am not surénake a.I|V|ng. nowadays, and itis very important that we do

Most are paying $500 or $600, which is an incredible rentalNot getin phelr way and put more dlsmcentlves.ln the way of
You have to be a very skilled manager to run an enterthe'r making a living. This small a_lmendment is a valuable

prise, pay those rents, make some money and enjoy your lif&ne- Let us not stuff up the valuation of land.

at the same time. If the Valuer-General looks at those )

enterprises, sees the way those sharp operators are workingMr VENNING (Schubert): | will not speak for very

and tries to set a value, how will that work? We saw Hungrylond, but I certainly want to support the motion. | am quite

Jacks shut down because it was not making any money. amazed at what some of our author|t_|es will try to do. Being

number of shops come in, try out the location and find thag 'and owner myself, | cannot believe how the Valuer-

their enterprise does not match the location and it does nég€neral can enter into an arrangement such as this. | was one

succeed, whether because of the location, the enterprise or fkthe members who went to the north last week and hap-

management practices. You cannot use this system to vali¢ned to come upon this issue, as previous speakers have

properties. The capital value and market value of a propert?a'd- | could not believe when it was raised with us that they

are a long way apart. If members come to the district ofVere attempting to change the valuation of that part of his
Morphett, they will see that. property where the resort was situated. They were then

If one looks at the rates being charged by the City c,fin_tending to charge extra for that, because th_at areawas rated
Holdfast Bay, one will see, | am pleased to say, that th@l!fferently from the rest of the property, whlc_h comprised
capital value on the rate notices is a long way below thénulls, valleys, roads and everythmg else. This m.atter was
market value. | make it very clear that, the day the capitafa'sed and we could not believe this was happening. When
value matches the market value at Glenelg, you will see ndne get s back into this parhame_nt_one understands that the
businesses closing but many home owners being forced fromeémber for Unley has had similar problems with the
their homes. This is where we have to be careful about hofdelaide City Council; the principle is exactly the same. |
we value properties. When we approach a business and st&tainly support the member for Unley and the others who
demanding the figures, the turnover and the financials, it i8ave spoken here. All those who went on this trip have
1984 George Orwell stuff—Big Brother is watching you! spok_en today, and | certainly agree very strongly with the
This is where we start encouraging and forcing people to trgentiments of the members for Stuart, MacKillop and
to minimise their financial statements. We will have bottomMorphett. You see it at first hand and do not realise that this
of the harbour schemes—we do not want to see bottom of tHePuld actually happen.
bay schemes, with people having to minimise their turnover | could not believe that the Valuer-General would do this.
with two sets of books, because the Valuer-General will coméunderstand that the Valuer-General has to value a property
in and charge like a wounded bull when he wants to valuat a value that it would realise at a sale at a given date. But
their property. This is private information. It is up to the | cannot believe that this measure could come in where an
individual shop owner to decide how they run their enterpriseinflated extra value is built around turnover. In establishing
That will then have a huge influence on the turnover of thehis valuation, | cannot believe that, in this day and age of
business. privacy and civil liberty, people could be forced to hand over

There is an old saying that turnover is vanity, profit isa copy of their balance sheet so that the Valuer-General can
sanity. | know some businesses have a huge turnover but tlestablish the turnover of the property involved. | cannot
bottom line, the profit, is minimal. | know of businessesbelieve this is true, and | am yet to hear from the minister or
where they have huge turnovers, yet they have gone brokanyone else backing this situation. Surely this is a try-on,
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surely it is an issue out on the side and surely this would nathis house, it is only reasonable that people who are in a bona
be allowed by this parliament. fide same sex relationship and either are splitting up or

| certainly support my colleagues, particularly the membewishing to ensure that their partner can have that benefit
for Unley, in bringing up this issue, and | think it is very should be able to gain an exemption, in the event that they
clever of him to have picked it up. | cannot understand whymake application and sign the necessary statutory declaration
the Valuer-General should want to branch into this areato be lodged with the stamp duties commissioner.

because we know that house and property values are skyrock- The bill seems to me to be quite simple in its terms and
eting so much that | am very concerned that to the averaggssentially deals only with the definition; that is, to change
person the cost of a house is getting out of reach. We do n@fe definition of what currently has been ‘spouse’, and | think
need to add further to overall valuations by adding complicathe other one was ‘de facto relationship’. What will now
tions such as this. Without further ado, | support the membegccur is that there will be a definition of ‘same sex partner’
for Unley’s motion and support all those who have spokerynd ‘domestic partner'. It will simply impact on the provi-
before me. sions of sections 71CB and 71CC of the Stamp Duties Act,
) so that it gives people in a same sex relationship—in exactly
Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debatethe same circumstances as if in a heterosexual de facto
relationship or a married relationship—the rights which
would normally accrue to them under that act to obtain
The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Urban ~ SxeT1Peon f]f‘tf’r:” stamp rtd“;y’ it mey seek to.tha".e some sort
Development and Planning)i move: of transfer of the property. As is the current situation for these
. people, it will only apply to what is essentially the matrimo-
That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable: nial home, or the former matrimonial home (now the

(Nu(gégrn\'v;v:setg))ré?ll Eﬁg;ﬂ% gﬁgﬁéepgn( Ehiﬁ. Statutes Amendme& mestic partner home): it will not give them any further

(b) separate questions to be put on each bill at the conclusion fghts than what is currently the case for people in de facto
that debate; and _ _ ' relationships or marriages. On that basis, it seems to me to be
o (c) the bills to be considered in one committee of the wholepnly fair, equitable and reasonable that this bill be supported.

ouse.

While the bells were ringing: [ Sitting suspended from 6.02 to 7.30 p.m]

Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, it sounded very
complex, and | seek your advice, sir. If we suspend standing The Hon. K.O. EOLEY (Acting Premier): | commend
orders, | suspect that we can do anything, but are there afiife member for Mitchell for this initiative. It is consistent
things we cannot do if we suspend standing orders? Is it stillith endeavours by this government and others to ensure that
orderly to do this sort of thing? Is what is being proposedye modernise legislation in this state—progressive law
orderly, even though we are suspending standing orders? yeform which, as | said, has been a consistent hallmark of this

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION

The SPEAKER: Yes, itis. government, | believe, in this area in particular. In this
Motion carried. instance, the government is supportive of the measure put
forward by the member, but | understand that the Attorney-
STAMP DUTIES (EQUAL ENTITLEMENTS FOR General is undertaking a comprehensive review of the issue
SAME SEX PARTNERS) AMENDMENT BILL of same sex couples as it relates to all major pieces of

legislation. The preferred position of the government is to
have a consolidated approach (perhaps that may be in the
form of an omnibus bill, or how ever the Attorney chooses
to address this matter). But there would be a broader sweep

i - ) . of legislation that needs this type of reform. From my
familiar with the terms of section 71CB of the Stamp Duties osition as the Treasurer of the state, | support the measure.

Act because it was someth!ng | came across in practice ofte think it is a sound, sensible measure, and from the Treasury
At the moment, that particular section, for stamp dutle%ﬁ

urposes, provides for there to be an exemption on properti prifolio of this government we will be supporting this
purp P P prop easure. But it will be for my colleague the Attorney-General

passing between either married couples or de facto coupl?g determine the timing, which | assume will be later this
when they separate and divorce or, indeed, even when th ar, if not early next ye,ar

stay together. For instance, quite recently in the latter part
my practising career a situation arose where a client had a
property in his own name and he had been married to t?@
same person for 30 years. When he discovered that, if
died, that property would pass through his estate, rather th
automatically to his spouse, he wished to transfer the prope
so that it was in joint names.

The effect of that would be that that property would ;
automatically pass to his spouse in the event of his becoming Ms Thompson: But not logic.
deceased. That is a standard provision in our stamp duties Mr SCALZI: Unfortunately, a lot of members in this
legislation and, as | understand it, all that this bill seeks to dplace who have been critical of my approach to this issue
is to make that same amenity available for people in same séwave not put forward a logical argument in this place. But |
relationships, who have been in that relationship (as for dbelieve it is important that we do so for the sake of our
facto couples) for a period of at least three years. On thatonstituents. | do not support the bill. The Deputy Premier
basis, it seems to me that, to be consistent with othehnas said that there is a discussion paper that the government
legislative provisions which we have passed recently throughas put forward on removing legislative discrimination

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 30 April. Page 2842.)

Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): | support the bill. | am fairly

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | commend the member for
itchell for his consistency and for his commitment. There
as no doubt, if you believe in same sex legislation, that a
%H such as this would follow. However, with all due respect
the member for Mitchell, | oppose this bill, because I, too,
base my argument on consistency, and—
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against same sex couples. | note that, on 17 February, tlead Hartley. The joint committee was established on 29

Attorney-General said: August 2002 after the Hon. Andrew Evans had introduced in
...to remove unjustified discrimination against same sexanother place a private member’s bill, the Criminal Law

couples. Consolidation (Abolition of Time Limit for Prosecution of

The Attorney said ‘unjust discrimination’, which would imply Certain Sexual Offences) Amendment Bill.

that there is such a thing as just discrimination. The Hon. Mr Evans withdrew his bill to allow the
Ms Thompson interjecting: committee to perform the task of evaluating the issues raised

Mr SCALZI:  Unjustified discrimination. It would by the bill. The committee did so, producing a unanimous
therefore mean that there is justified discrimination. | believé€port, which was tabled on 28 May 2003. Within days of the
that we should be able to discriminate in favour of marriageSommittee’s report being tabled, the government reached

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The time for private  @greement with the Hon. Andrew Evans to have his private
members’ business has expired. The member for Hartley wilhember’s bill reintroduced and supported by the government.
have the right to continue next time we attend to private2n Tuesday 3 June, the bill was reintroduced in the other

members’ business. place and passed the same day.
Debate adjourned. The next day it was introduced in this place and passed
that evening. The bill received the Governor's assent on
CORA BARCLAY CENTRE Tuesday 17 June and came into operation. The effect of this

was to amend the Criminal Law Consolidation Act 1935 by

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | seek leave inserting a very brief next section, 72A. That section
to make a brief ministerial statement. provides:

Leave granted. Any immunity from prosecution arising because of the time limit

The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: | responded to a question from imposed by the former section 76A is abolished.
the member for Wright on the Cora Barclay Centre today inThis process has given effect to the major recommendation
question time. In relation to the deputy leader of the opposiof the committee to abolish the former immunity from
tion’s decision whether to provide funding to the centre inprosecution for sexual offences that allegedly occurred before
2001, | said: 1 December 1982.

The former education minister waited two months for aresponse  On Wednesday 4 June, | delivered the second reading
frOfTE)hiS good ;]fiegd and,lwhgn it Caf?]e, ithwash SOflﬂﬁWha_tdisappfOin'éxplanation for the bill. That speech addresses the major
i Sﬁ&‘f;}d?noeﬁ\‘l‘éﬂu%i% f";‘g% ﬁi:n?cr)]r e E:oTe{nBl;Sétrecrlla?! usedsyes raised by the committee’s report and the introduction

. . . . of the bill. There is no need for me to cover the same
Iwenton to state that the minute informing minister Buckby;nformation again today. Instead, | would like to thank
of this decision came from the Hon. Robert Lawson MLC yempers of the committee for their diligence in preparing the
because, as | said to the house, the former minister for hum"i‘@port.
services could not be bothered to write the letter himself and
that the Hon. Robert Lawson MLC was his junior minister  The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY secured the adjournment of the
responsible for disability services. And, as | said, | undergepate.
stand they also shared an office. The two statements are not
intended to be inconsistent. While the paperwork shows that Mrs GERAGHTY: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your
the junior minister took the decision, | believe it is reasonablettention to the state of the house.
for me to assume that, since the request for funding was made A quorum having been formed.
direct to the former minister for human services, and the letter
rejecting it came from his junior ministerial colleague, the SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CROWN LANDS
former minister for human services would have been aware ~ (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL
of the decision to deny funding. o )

The former minister for human services was asked in the The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
letter from the former minister for education to provide Conservation):| move:
funding to the Cora Barclay Centre. That request was refused. That the final report of the committee be noted.

If the former minister was not aware of his junior ministerial As members know, the government's budget last year
colleague’s decision, given he was his junior minister, hecontained a proposition in relation to crown leases that
should have been and it would cast serious doubt on thgroposed to put a minimum rent of $300 in place. The
relationship between the senior minister and the juniofegislation was introduced into this place. A select committee

minister and the competence of that minister. was established and has been examining that issue ever since.
The select committee issued an interim report towards the end
JOINT COMMITTEE ON IMMUNITY FROM of last year, and a final report approximately a month ago.
PROSECUTION FOR CERTAIN SEXUAL We, as a committee, discussed a huge range of issues. | think
OFFENCES it is fair to say that the issue of the minimum rental was not

] resolved unanimously. However, the government did alter its
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON - (Attorney-General): | 5gition to pick up a suggestion made by one of the commit-
move: tee members that, rather than a minimum rent, we should
That the final report of the committee be noted. adopt a service charge of $300 for each crown lease that the
This is an anticlimax because the government has alreaddepartment has to manage. There was a wide range of other
moved swiftly to carry out the major recommendations of thematters discussed by the committee which had absolutely
joint select committee. The committee’s chair was the Honnothing to do with the legislation before the house or before
Gail Gago. Other members were the Hon. Andrew Evans, thihe committee. In fact, the majority of the debate was about
Hon. Robert Lawson and the members for Reynell, Enfieldhe conditions that might apply. The government was
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persuaded by the entreaties of various members of the Motion carried.
committee and members of the community who made
representations to support a rapid freeholding policy so that Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): | bring up the report of
this archaic form of land tenure—a perpetual lease—coul&stimates Committee B and move:
be taken off our books. That the report be received.
To that end, sometime earlier this year | had my depart- \iotion carried.
ment write to all the perpetual lessees (other than those in the

rangelands and the transition zones) offering them an Ms THOMPSON: | bring up the minutes of proceedings
opportunity to freehold at a price discounted from the $6 00@f Estimates Committee B and move:

%nenrgL:Jr;ﬁﬁgc?%éhstgg(\a/?rrlnsrg%rt]émgzstlgztobgggﬁ;’ da:tg géVéré% That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
: ) oceedings.
out of the 7 000 or so perpetual leaseholders have accepted
that offer. | have arranged for my department to write to the
leaseholders again with the changed conditions that were The Hon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | move:
recommended by the select committee. Those changes give e ) ; o
some substantial benefits to perpetual leaseholders, and tyy, Tgaétge propozetd expenditures referred to Estimates Committees
to take into account principles of equity as well as notions o an © agreedto. ) .
hardship. The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise to talk about the

We have a provision which allows a certain amount ofSStimates committees. In terms of transport and planning, |
flexibility by a tribunal or an advisory committee which will had l(tjhﬁ opportunltyhto qhuestlon those mlnlsters,hang. one
be established under the chair of a judge or a suitablj’ould have to say that the outcome was somewhat disap-
qualified person. That person will be advised by a couple o ointing. In fact, t_he length of SOme answers by the ministers
people from the SA Farmers Federation and Crown Land nd the opportunity the opposition had to ask only a relatively

and will make recommendations to me about issues to digW_number of questions shows the arrogance of this
with equity across a whole range of classes of perpetuzﬂo"emmem' | believe it is time that this parliament had a
leaseholders, particularly those who are required to operafépod look at the whole estimates proc_edure. .
under the current arrangements. The arrangement was in | N€ current procedure was brought in by a former Liberal
place well before this government came into office that fovernmentin 1979 with the view of allowing the opposition

minimum cost for freeholding would be 20 times the rentsl® P€ able to genuinely question the government of the day;
that were paid. A range of other categories were als@nd the same operation has existed for governments of both

included. persuasions. But | feel that it is losing its way. | know of

any cases where ministers have given answers that have

In addition, the committee has recommended, and E ted for 20 minutes in thi t of estimates. As | said. it
certainly supported this, that a longer period be available fo sted for 20 minutes in this set ol estimatés. AS 1 said, 1
pplles to governments of both persuasions. It was set up to

leaseholders who had waterfront properties, whether coastd . . L
or river frontage. So, there is a range of measures in thefd'2ple the opposition to question the government. | think it
which will make it easier for people. | would certainly like s losing (';S way ar;dbtlhls gc:jV(Iarnment, while Cla{?'n? LCI) b?
to see this bill now passed through the parliament as rapidl pent'an' aﬁcbmf.n a ehan d?ymg ISiSE[JeS on the ta te or
as possible. | understand there is a long list of legislation th uestioning, Tbelieve Snowed ItS absolute arrogance In terms

. . of having as few questions asked by the opposition as
has to go through the parliament before the end of sessiofl " : :
but | c%rtainly %elievepit would be good if we got this prS|bI¢. That.should be a disappoiniment to the .SOUth
legislation through. I would like to thank the members of theA'“'Str"’“"'jm public, and dempnstrates tome that the.cla|ms of
committee for the work they did in preparing this documentOPENNESS and a_ccountab|I|ty and answering questions ree_llly
We did not agree on all things but | think we reached zLounts for nothing when one hears the rhetoric from this
reasonable amount of consensus on many things. It wasdguernment. . .
very good committee, as the Chair, the member for Fisher, A NuMber of issues came out of the estimates committees
said, and in particular | thank him for the sterling job he dig“hich, agan, shows the government's arrogance. One of
as the Chair and, of course, the officers who helped us and jgose things was Outback road gangs. Last year in its budget,
those who provided evidence to the committee. So, with thosi'® government cut one Outback road gang out of the two

few words | conclude my remarks and commend the repoi§2ngs we had. It was a cut of $1 million. Numerous people—
to the house. in fact, |1 have lost count of the number of people—have

telephoned either radio stations or my office or contacted me

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY secured the adjournment of the about the condition of our Outback roads. They are deteriorat-

debate. ing at a rapid rate. | made the minister aware of the views of

the owner of the Copley garage and the fact that he is

APPROPRIATION BILL currently purchasing 20 new tyres per week to replace the

tyres of people who are getting punctures around Copley. He

The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher):1 bring up the report of advised my office that the same story can be told at Leigh

Estimates Committee A and move: Creek and Arkaroola and, when | asked the minister whether

he would consider reinstating the funding that he cut last year
because of these reports, the answer was a flat no.

Motion carried.

That the report be received.

Motion carried. Itis all very well when you live in the city and do not have
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:1 bring up the minutes of proceed- to bother about driving over country roads, dirt roads or, even
ings of Estimates Committee A and move: worse, outback roads, because you do not encounter those

That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes argPnditions, but for the people in the Outback itis a daily issue
proceedings. that they have to face. Tyres, as members know, do not come
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at a minuscule cost and, when you drive over these roads and Despite the South Australian government itself acknowledging

have to replace tyres or suspension because of the pole existence of a huge $116m backlog in State road maintenance,

quality of the road, it is a real problem. Itis all very well for there has been no allocation to address this, and our road network is

7 - - . L . set to continue to deteriorate. The recently released Draft Transport
the minister to sit back in comfort, driving on bitumen roadspjan commits to clearing this backlog by 2018—but a 15-year time

but, for these people, it is a real problem. As | said, for therame is completely unacceptable.
minister to just wipe the problem aside and say that as far 8Bhe letter continues:
he is concerned there is nothing wrong with the roads and )

i it ; i« Speeding fines go into the Community and Road Safety Fund to
they are in good condition shows again the arrogance of thlﬁe spent on road safety. However, the RAA is aware that this Fund

government. really just represents an accounting entry with monies from the fund
| guess that, if you fly over them and view them from simply replacing money which previously came from general
3000 feet rather than travelling on them for a few thousandevenue. In effect, itis a ‘budget neutral’ move and there is no extra

. . oney for road safety. It is totally unacceptable that South Aus-
kilometres, you would probably take the view that they are{?alians pay increasingly more money on vehicle registration and

okay, because they look all right from 3 000 feet up. But thejcence fees as well as fines, plus some $13m in fuel tax, and that this
Copley garage owner tells us that there are roads that haw# goes straight into general revenue.

not been graded since the Year of the Outback and tha{yain it just shows that what this government says and does
corrugations stand eight inches high, creating a ball bearinga two entirely different things.

effect on the suspension of cars as they drive along. One of | ise with the minister the issue of the Glenelg trams.
my.frlends yvho has a station out from Yunta saysitis a WaStEast year, the minister said that he would be continuing to
.Of t!(rjne buylnt? a n(favié:ar betcr?use tlhg th|n%r¥vogld be Wre(;kte vestigate a private public partnership for this project. The
Inside a matter o months or 16 months because o rmer government and the former minister for transport
state of the roads, so people in that area stick with their ol

dk rina them b it te of on. Diana Laidlaw) put this forward as buying eight new
cars and keep repairing them because IS a waste ot MONgy, 1y ynder a public private partnership (PPP), and for good

to go and buy a new one. _ _ reason. The fact is that there is good interest from the private
_So, as | say, itis all very well in the comfort of the city, sector in getting involved in this sort of enterprise. The fact
driving on bitumen roads every day of the week and no{s that you can save well needed government money in
encountering these conditions, just to wipe the issue away anghdertaking a public private partnership. Yet, this govern-
say that it is not a problem. Well, it is a problem, and | will ment has decided to use its own money rather than being able
continue to harass the minister about this because people g tap into private sector funding. It harks back to this
the Outback have no choice but to drive over these roads, aghvernment’s dislike of private industry and its choosing not
they have no choice in the way they get stock off theiryg get involved with it. It is an opportunity lost.
stations. Itis a cost that they should not have to bearinterms ; \ac interesting to note that in the budget papers, under

of these roads being in poor condition. Many of the roads, i staffing of the Department for Transport and Planning,
is reported to me, have worn back to the shale underneath the

heating i . d that is what | ; ere would be a reduction of some 210 staff. When |
sheeting in many sections and that is what is causing thgestioned the minister on this, he said that it was a clerical
damage in terms of punctures to tyres.

error. As a former minister, | know that basically you signed
There are other issues that | am concerned about arisingf on the budget papers and either Treasury or your own
from the estimates committees. One of the cost-cuttinglepartment put those figures to you. | find it very interesting
measures of this government is the elimination of poorlythat a clerical error has got into the final draft of the budget
patronised bus services. | am advised that these are bggpers.
services that operate late at night. Naturally there will notbe  Those papers showed that some 170 staff would disappear
a plethora of people using these bus services late at night, bfbm Transport SA. The minister advised the Estimates
the whole idea of a public transport system is that, whergsommittee that it was a clerical error and that only 74 will
there is a market failure (in other words, where there are nQfisappear from Transport SA, whether they be through
enough customers to support the service), the governmeRhyral attrition, TVSPs or whatever. He said that most of
steps in and supplies the service. So, | will be interested tghase would be in back office areas. | raised with him the
see whether these are the services that will be reduced. matter of what sort of impact this would have on service
What happens to the people who are shift workers whelelivery to the public of South Australia. | cannot see how,
might happen to use public transport to get home? Whaghen you reduce numbers by that amount, it cannot have
happens to those people who have gone out to dinner and aseéme effect on the delivery of service by the department to
doing the right thing using the bus service and not wantinghe public of South Australia. The minister said that it would
to drive home after consuming alcohol? What happens thave no effect and that these were areas where they could
them if they have to wait for half an hour or an hour at a bugyain efficiencies, thereby reducing the operational expendi-
stop? What other opportunity is there if they cannot afford aure of the department. Well, | suppose we will wait and see.
taxi and the government has withdrawn these services? Even if it is 74 people, those 74 people were obviously
As | said, there are savings of an estimated $1.85 milliondoing a job of some kind. | do not think that they were sitting
this year and $1.95 million ongoing. Again, that it will there twiddling their fingers and sharpening pencils; they
withdraw these services just highlights the arrogance of thizvould have been undertaking some form of work, which,
government. It does not matter a tinker about the people suabviously, at the end of this financial year, they will not be
as those on night shift who might happen to rely on publiadoing any more. | assume we will be waiting even longer for
transport services for getting home at night. It is a matter ofa response from the minister to various questions from
‘Bad luck!” And all this in a budget that has delivered a constituents, which will affect the service delivered to the
surplus! South Australian public.
The RAA is not impressed with this budget, either. Inthe  Another issue in the budget papers was the revenue that
latest magazine, President Graham Walters says: will be raised from a commercial fishing levy. | do not know
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about you, Mr Deputy Speaker, but | remember that, prior task any questions—this happened in some instances—and
the election in 2002, the shadow treasurer and the then leadaltow the opposition to ask questions unfettered. This would
of the opposition (Hon. Mike Rann) said that there was nallow the government to be questioned on its budget genuine-
need to introduce additional taxes to fund the former Liberaly, openly and with full accountability. | am sure that will not
government’s budget and to fund those initiatives being pubhappen with this government, because they speak with pure
forward by the Labor Party at the election. They said that theyhetoric about openness and accountability. | am quite sure
had done their figures and there were sufficient funds therghat we will not see any openness at all.

The Treasurer then came out and, in his first budget,
created an artificial black hole. Of course, that was seen to be The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): It is with pleasure
false when Access Economics, | think (and | stand to béhat I rise to speak to the motion. I started my experience with
corrected), showed that there was, in fact, a $22 milliorthis estimates committee with B1—Bully No. 1, the Treasur-
surplus. Further, the Treasurer decided that he would nér—on the first day of the estimates. Mr Deputy Speaker, you
transfer some $300 million—which had been the practice ofvere the chairman of the committee, if I recall correctly. The
previous governments, both Labor and Liberal, though nolighlight of the day is what is known around media circles
necessarily that amount—from the SAMAC accounts into thén the parliament as ‘the lunchtime review’. Before lunch, we
budget areas. Funnily enough, though, in this year's budge@sked a number of questions about consultancies. The
the Treasurer has. So, one would have to ask, ‘Why was it néaember for Kavel asked whether it is true that the new
suitable to transfer that funding last year for the budget, yetreasurer's instruction means that consultancies under
this year it is transferred.’ It shows again the sheer arrogandgb00 000 would be kept secret—because the government
of this government and of the Treasurer: he will manipulateclaims to be open and accountable. The Treasurer in his usual
the figures and transfer funds at will just to suit the argumenstyle bashed us around the head with a few comments, such
he wants to put forward at the time. It shows to be a mockerys, ‘That wouldn't be right’; ‘That's the policy’; ‘Go and read
the openness and accountability put forward by this governt. He confirmed that the Treasurer’s instruction had come
ment as one of the stakes in the ground upon which it will béo him before it went to cabinet, and that cabinet had signed
judged. The openness and accountability suit only when thié off. This is the Treasurer’s instruction which had the
government decides to put them in place and use them. support of the highest levels of government.

We are still waiting to hear from last year's estimates All of a sudden, there was a lunchtime meeting. The penny
where the savings will occur over the four-year term, and thadiropped. The Treasurer’s comments about this Treasurer’s
was some 12 months ago. So, again, on one hand, thistruction were wrong. In actual fact the Treasurer’s
government says that it will be open and accountable butstruction did mean that consultancies of less than $500 000
when it really comes to the crunch and they actually have tvould be kept secret by the government and not disclosed.
deliver, it is another story entirely. It just shows again theThere was a quick lunchtime review and, all of a sudden, the
disdain and arrogance this government has for both théreasurer comes back and in his usual humble way says,
opposition and the public of South Australia, and that isGuess what? Now we're going to make it so that any
extremely disappointing. consultancy over $25 000 will be made public.” We had quite

We also had the opportunity to question the ministersin experience with the Treasurer and the arrogant manner in
responsible for the offices of the North and the South. Whilevhich this estimates committee was undertaken. The general
| see the reason for an Office for the South, the Northerrview of the media was that it was one of the more arrogant
Adelaide Development Board is currently undertaking all ofperformances seen at an estimates committee hearing. We

those processes in the north. received answers from the Treasurer such as: ‘You can
The Hon. R.J. McEwen: Not any more. answer your own question by reading the budget papers’; ‘I
The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Why? Have you sacked pointthe member to the budget papers’; or ‘Read the budget

them? papers; I'm not here to do your work for you. When you are

The Hon. R.J. McEwen: No, we haven't sacked them. trying to explore the budget and you receive those sorts of

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: Well, what are you doing answers, the only conclusion you can draw from that is that
with them? the Treasurer had a completely arrogant approach to the

The Hon. R.J. McEwen: We're amalgamating them. ~ whole estimates exercise.

The Hon. M.R. BUCKBY: The minister says that he is The other beauty that came out was how Treasury is being
amalgamating them. He should know that all the functions tdreated specially by the Treasurer and that the other depart-
be undertaken by the Office of the North—this entity thatisments are being done over. The classic example was the
going to pull together economic development and traininginderspend of the Treasury Department of $6.9 million in the
and all those things—are currently being performed by theast year. The Treasurer’s own department—Treasury—gets
Northern Adelaide Development Board. This is purely ato keep it, but if we go and ask the other ministers—the
duplication of the work of that board. The minister listed theministers for health or education—whether they got to keep
groups that will form this entity and develop this policy. | the underspend, of course they did not. The Treasurer and
well know that the Northern Adelaide Development BoardTreasury boffins are in there using one policy for Treasury,
already consults with those groups. So, as | say, | see thisut the other ministers with priorities (if I recall, at the last
purely as duplication. Because there was an Office of thelection the priorities were health and education) get done
South, they said, ‘My gosh, we'd better not be seen asver on their underspending, but the Treasurer and Treasury
neglecting the north; we’'d better stick in an office for themake sure that their little areas of the budget are treated
north.” We will see what happens over time. differently from the rest of cabinet.

The estimates committee has deteriorated into a committee Cabinet ministers can think about whether this Treasurer
designed to stop the opposition from asking as manys doing them over on detail. They need to ask themselves:
questions as possible. If the government was serious abowhy is it that Treasury is getting treated differently from the
openness and accountability, government members would nother agencies? Why is it that Treasury is being treated
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differently by the Treasurer than are other agencies? That waealth and education; do not let the underspend necessarily
the classic! The real example was that the Treasurer was go to Treasury.

control: he will do what he wants and the other agencies can Then | had the experience of the minister for the environ-
like it or lump it. The whole message is an interesting one foment who, in fairness, did try to answer some questions. It
the government to consider. was good to see him reading briefs, but | think | have now

The other issue | found really interesting in the estimate§Stablished that there are four things in this government's
committee with the Treasurer was the great claims that thghvironment policy. There are four basic planks to it: the first
Premier and the Treasurer had been making prior to thN€ is license it, the second one is levy it, the third one is tax
budget. They went through the usual exercise of making alf and the fourth one is fine it. That basically defines the
the pre-budget leaks about all the good news in the budggpvernments environment policy. The first one is levy it. We
and there was a classic where the Premier on behalf of tH&ve the Murray River levy and the natural resource manage-
Treasurer was on radio saying things like, ‘We will cut 11 IDerment levy. They are talking about other sorts of levies and,
cent of our budget, and ‘We will put 11 per cent of the ©f course, they have the water catchment levy.
budget for the Premier's Department and Treasury'—the 1Nh€n we have licensing. The absolute highlight of the
Treasurer's own department—into health and educatio€Vironment estimates in this regard was the fact that the
because that is where our priority is.” What happened? Thgovernmenthas put $1.5 million less into the EPA out of the
Premier was out there and, to quote the radio transcript: 9overnmentappropriation, butit has doubled the licence fees

on business. So, the way this government is dealing with its

1 égﬂr%ae';&'oﬁﬁrlxg gwn”l%g‘é\g ?r%?gfﬁénggrggg“&%rgagﬁg ?Eg\ljbnvironmental priority is to tax business more and cut
told the Treasurer that | will put that money into hospitals. He Cam@overnment appropriation. That was the evidence given to the

out and matched it and said that he had cut his department by 11 p@stimates committee. It has cut the EPA by $1.5 million but
cent and that money was going into hospitals and schools. It is abodo not worry, because it has put up all the costs to business.

priorities. Through the licence fees it has doubled them.

Itis about priorities. What did we find out in the Treasurer’s So, it has_mtroduced the Murray River levy, and guess
own estimates committees? We found from those committeehat? There is not one extra cent of government money going
that the expenditure had not been cut by 11 per cent but ifit0 the Murray levy; the $20 million a year is being raised
fact had gone up by $3 million. The Treasurer spent the nex}fom ordinary South Australians and ordinary South Aus-
half an hour in his own convoluted style trying to explain totralian b_us_lnesses but, when you look at the government
the estimates committee that by spending $3 million more {:PPropriation, guess what? It is simply not there. So, they
was actually a cut of 11 per cent, that more was less by sonlig€nse it, they levy itand they tax it. Not only do we have the
11 per cent. It was an extraordinary performance by thd/ater catchment levy but now they will pay payroll tax out
Treasurer. It was fantastic to be there, one of the highlight8f the water catchment boards, so we are raising a water
of the parliamentary vear, to sit there and listen to theaichment levy so we can pay payroll tax. So, the environ-

Treasurer carry on in his style, trying to make the claims h&nent policy of the government is four-fold: license it, levy
; &, taxit, and the last one is fine it. On every piece of legisla-

tion the government brings in, it doubles the environmental
. . fines on the basis that it will achieve an outcome. That has yet
It comes back to a theme evident during the whole of thg, pe proven, but the four planks of the environment policy
estimates, namely, the absolute arrogance of this governmegyt, easy to look at: license it, levy it, tax it and fine it.
in the way it is treating the process, along with a whole range We now find out through the estimates committees that
of issues, such as the Cora Barclay Centre over the pagfe gotanic Gardens is having its budget slashed by between
fortnight. The whole way the exercise has been handled hagsg 000 and $400 000 and the minister is out there on radio
shown the public how arrogant this government has been Qfhying, ‘Do not worry; they will get a bit more capital works
that issue. One minute it is out there threatening to call in th?noney this year'. But capital works money tends to be one-
Auditor-General and suddenly thf_e_y realise they are in troublgﬁ’ whereas the recurrent cut of $400 000 will be every year.
and become a touch more conciliatory. As of tonight to myrne government might give with one hand and take with the
knowledge the matter is still not resol\{ed. This is agovemMyiher for one year, but it misses out every year after that.
ment that threw $200 000 at the Coffin Bay ponies, but itrgqay he is talking about the importance of the parklands.
cannot throw $150 000 to the Cora Barclay Centre. If it isthe Botanic Gardens are an important part of that exercise.
about priorities, let us make_ it all about priorities. My S|mp_le_-|—he Botanic Gardens are getting ripped off to the tune of
message to the Treasurer is: you are the government, fix &0t $400 000 a year, and the EPA is getting done over to
Itis as simple as that. the tune of $1.5 million out of government appropriation.
The Treasury estimates was one of the highlights. Fowhen the government stands up and says that it is committed
those who want to see a performance next year, | reckon theg the environment, we can say that it is committed to some
ought to sell tickets for the seats. It was one of the highlightslegree, but certainly its budget does not reflect that, because
of the day. You could not help laughing. The Treasureiitis putting in less government appropriation to the EPA and
saying that $3 million more in his budget was an 11 per cenfess to the Botanic Gardens.
cut was almost Monty Pythonish; it was like a script out of  Then we had the experience of the Minister for Industrial
The Two Ronnies. It was really good. | congratulate the Relations and workplace services. What a farce! Apart from
bureaucrats or whoever wrote his script; it was really quitehe fact that we had a 45-minute session on WorkCover, our
funny to see the Treasurer trying to justify to everyone thafirst question occurred at the 17-minute mark of that session,
$3 million more was an 11 per cent cut and the absoluteso we had 28 minutes to ask questions on WorkCover.
classic about why his department should be treated differentpWorkCover has blown out, the unfunded liability has blown
from the other departments. If your priority is health andout to about $350 million-plus, we have not had a CEO at
education, let the underspend in health and education go WorkCover for about nine months, the claims management

that the government needs to deal with.
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has blown out to between $120 million and $140 million, butproject that is going ahead is not as good as it could have
what do we get? We get 28 minutes of questions. We askedaken in, and there is not one cent of state government money
six questions and three of them were taken on notice. Loogoing into it. | know that the residents of Coromandel Valley
at the history of this minister in that regard and look at all theand the school community are particularly upset at the way
questions on WorkCover that have been raised in the uppéhis government has treated them in this whole process. They
and lower houses and in the estimates committees; the simgieel bullied into taking what is not their preferred position.
fact is that the government will not provide any information There was no reason for the government to cut $800 000 out
on it. We know that there are some issues with WorkCovemf the budget. This is a government with a huge surplus. We
and we know that it concerns claims management. We alsall know what will happen.
know that the government is trying to bring in its own people - There is no doubt that some members of parliament call
through changes to legislation, but the minister is basicallyyjs the hollow log budget, because, 18 months out from the
stonewalling that information, and the parliament deservegection, the government will open the purse strings and
better. , , , spend like crazy. There was no reason for Coromandel Valley
WorkCover is essential to economic development. If Weprimary School to be treated in such an outrageous manner
have high WorkCover costs or a blow-out in premiums of theg it has been by this government. | am sure the Coromandel
New South Wales or Victorian variety, that will send out ayijiey community will not forget the way the Labor
seriously negative message on economic growth angoyernment has treated them over that school. To put not one
employment in this state. | know that employers and membersant into the school project says something about this

of the business community are very concerned aboWoyermment, and it is unfortunate that it went down that
WorkCover. They are concerned about where the governmepgticular path.

is taking it and about the lack of consultation. They are also
concerned about the minister’s gaining control and directin%

it away from the business community. So, how much time di :
y V- S0, reasurer put on a Monty Python type performance with

we get in the estimates committee to ask questions—2 v . .

minutes! That was very disappointing. The minister gav egard to his portfolio. T_he bapkfhp_ over lunch was one that

duckshove answers and filled in the time to the best of hi32d t0 be seen to be believed; thatis, the arrogance displayed

ability, trying not to give any answers. efqr_e lunch on that particular issue and then the change of
; Josition over lunch when he realised his own Treasury

There was a similar result with occupational health an . .
safety issues. We know that we are going to Spendpstructlon contained an error. It had gone to the Treasurer

$14 million over the next four years to have fewer investigatpr.io.r o its signing off, then to cabinet and all the cabinet
ions completed per year than were completed in 2001-02 Jpinisters had seenit anql signed O.ﬁ’ but app_arently they had
2002-03. In 2001-02, there were 1153 investigations‘ﬁ".II signed off on something on Wh'Ch. they did not |ntenq to
completed, and 1 100 have been budgeted for this year, bEign off. | guess that was an illustration of how the cabinet

the government is spending an extra $2.5 million this yeaproces$ did not work. If they are not reading Treasury
and $3.5 million extra every year after that on 27 neWmstructlons, members would have to wonder about what else

occupational health and safety inspectors. Those figures %Beegnaéfa?g dref;%irr:%'t -\I;\Toeul-l(;r?]a;s\/ueryb?esrt]rus(i:ggg dwgfl]flg;‘?r\]/g

not add up. T d binet submissi ld have b
| pick up the comments made by the member for Light reasureér and a cabinet submission wou ave been

about the arrogance of the government in the way in whicff"éPared. It would have gone to every agency and every
the estimates committees were conducted. The media ha gblnet minister would haye seen it and signed off on it, and
: en it would have been distributed.
picked up on the fact that some members of the governme
are particularly arrogant. The Treasurer was the highlightin It has gone through that whole process with that error:
that regard with respect to backflips on consultancies, and i@ither it was an error that was missed by everyone (probably
the way in which Treasury is being treated differently fromaround 100 people), or it was a deliberate exercise that was
other agencies. It really shows how some members of thexposed and then changed over lunch. Members can make
cabinet are favourites of the Treasurer’s and others are ndfeir own judgment about why that happened but it did
and the issues that creates will bubble away. | understarfigppen; and we are pleased at least that we have been able to
why some cabinet ministers are so annoyed about what Bxpose the government on the issue and get the consultancy
happening within the government so early in its tenure. Thaackflip over the lunchtime review.
explains some of the ill will that exists at the moment. One
of the highlights was the Treasurer’s trying to justify the extra Mr RAU (Enfield): | will make a few brief remarks about
$3 million that was spent when there was supposed to be dghe estimates process, and obviously | do this as someone
11 per cent cut to his own budget, which never happened.who has participated in it only twice. In so doing, | admit in
There was precious little in the budget or estimates iradvance that | am speaking from a position of relative
relation to my own electorate. There is a bit for Black Road jnexperience, but, hopefully, | bring some freshness to the
of which the Deputy Speaker would be aware. The Old Belaiguestion, not having been in parliament for that long. It
Road project has been cut and $800 000 has been cut out@dcurs to me that as far as our constitution is concerned, there
the Coromandel Valley Primary School. | think it is the first are only two kinds of people represented in this parliament.
time in the history of the state that a primary school projeciThey are members of parliament who are but members of
has gone ahead—in this case, worth $1.2 million—but noparliament and members of parliament who also hold an
one cent of state government money has gone into it. In executive office. The purpose of the estimates, as | under-
$2 million project, the federal government committedstand it, is for the members of parliament who hold only the
$1.2 million, but the state government has withdrawn itsoffice of member of parliament—and | say ‘only’ not to
$800 000, so the school has been bullied into taking a@enigrate that office but to emphasise the fact that they have
$1.2 million project instead of a $2 million project. So, the but one role (and in that people such as the member for Unley

My summary of the estimates is that it was a mixed bag.
thought the first day was a very funny day. | thought the
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and | are in the same boat)—and those who are members s§stem of government. My suggestion (for what it is worth)
the executive, who obviously— is that the estimates process begin by ascertaining who will

Mr Brindal: A very leaky boat it is, too. be usefully asked any questions at all. That can be done by

Mr RAU: —a leaky boat perhaps—and those who arepeople perhaps submitting notification to the Speaker (or
members of the executive who obviously have another roleyhoever is the appropriate person) a week or two before
that is, to be responsible for a government department. It isstimates that the following people will be required. If
very clear that the executive must be subject to the scrutingomeone is not required, they do not have to turn up.
of the parliament. This is a fundamental element of anyMinisters should not be brought here just for the fun of
democracy, because if they are not accountable to theaving them here. Those ministers who are brought here
parliament, to whom will they be accountable? Itis obviouslyshould be examined by those people who want to examine
important that the parliament has a role in scrutinising whathem, not be given a mandatory team of people on one side
they do. My only question is whether the present system bgnd a team on the other. They should be examined by those
which that scrutiny takes place is the best possible systemtho want to examine them, and they should be asked genuine
that could be devised. | make the following observationsquestions. If that means that they have to bring in advisers,
First, even though the constitution does not really recogniseell and good. But it should not be, in any sense, a panto-
it, the parliament is basically divided into groups aligned bymime—which, unfortunately, is what it is.

reason of party affiliation, and predominantly the members  The other thing that | think needs to be mentioned about
who want to ask questions of the executive arm of governthe whole process of estimates is that, as | understand it, it is
ment are members of the opposition. Of course, members gibssible in an estimates committee for someone to cause so
the government side might well want to ask questions, buguch trouble that the whole parliament has to be recalled. As
they will probably do that in a different forum, rather than | ynderstand it, that has not occurred. But it seems that it is
estimates. ) conceivable that, if there is a ruling by a chair in an estimates
In any event, any member of parliament should have thgommittee to which someone objects, the whole parliament

opportunity to ask questions of the executive and to see whajjill have to reassemble so that someone can sort out some
in fact, is going on as far as the budget is concerned. Thigoint that is raised—

parliament has to be open for several days, and our friends in 4. grindal interjecting:

Hansard (who do a fantastic job) are obliged to sit here for ] .
days—and, perhaps, from their point of view, it is difficult MrRAU: —and I know that the mgmberfor Unley might
be the very person who would raise such a point. But,

to distinguish between the level of excitement during bviously. if liminate th ‘bility of h
estimates and the level of excitement generally, | do no?bv")lésty' : we_canﬂ:e |tm|na € the t‘zﬁss' 't' yf?h suc %n
know, but, from my observation, there is generally les@DSurdity occurring, that means that the rest or the members

excitement at estimates than there is at other times, and th%ft the parliament who are not involved in the estimates

is saying quite a bit— committee can get on with useful work in their electorates—

Mr Brindal: Should we stop and have a little clap for 96t On with doing the things that they are paid to do. I think
Hansard at this point? that, really, those people who do not have genuine questions

Mr RAU: No—but I think tribute is due to the hardwork- t© @Sk would find much more productive ways of serving

ing staff. Then we have our colleagues—dressed splendidifI€ir communities and their electorates than sitting in here
as they are, in their official regalia—who have to sit here andiSind réasonably dull and uninformative questions—or, in
listen to all of what takes place. Then we have the army o ct, gskmg no quesnons.at all . .
public servants assembled in the galleries of the parliament, With respect to the point of asking no questions at all, |
waiting, waiting, waiting endlessly for the possibility that would like to commend all those ministers who said to
their minister might be asked a question, and they are the ongovernment members, ‘We don’t require you to ask those
person who can answer it. What are they doing in preparinguestions,” and gave time to the opposition to focus on the
these huge volumes of briefs? What are they doing sitting ifluestions. | think that is a very intelligent use of what is,
the parliament instead of sitting in their offices doingunfortunately, presently a poor system but, nonetheless, itis
something useful? a use of that system which gets the best possible out of that
It seems to me that a better method might be this. Som@ystem. | just want to end on this point: it is very important
time before the estimates process begins, it is established Bjat members of parliament, in their capacity as members of
means of inquiry which ministers have anyone who wants t@arliament, have an opportunity to examine the executive arm
ask questions of them. Sure, some of the ministers wer@f government at the time of estimates. However, the process
questioned, but it seemed to me to be very much a case ¥f¢ presently have requires public servants, staff of the
people going through the motions; whereas, in the case #farliament and other members of parliament—who have no
other ministers, there were quite a number of questions th&¢al business being dragged into it—being brought here for
people wanted to ask them, and there was scope for perha@ good purpose; and any system that can eliminate that has
even a greater examination of them and their portfolios thafP be a great step forward.
actually took place. But instead of that, we have this meas- It would also deliver to those members who genuinely do
ured system whereby everyone is allocated a certain amouhéve questions a greater opportunity to ask those questions
of time, we have the phalanx of bureaucrats sitting in the bacln a forum that was designed to answer them rather than a
of the room, and we have three questions from that side, thréderum that is designed to be some sort of procedural play-
questions from this side. And, of course, it is not letting anyhouse. It seems to me that that would be a great step forward.
cat out of the bag to say that the three questions from theknow that the Chairman of Committees said in his closing
government side are generally not as probing as the thregemarks yesterday that he favours some sort of reform. | do
guestions that might come from the other side. not believe, necessarily, that the particular proposals | have
Obviously, this should be an opportunity for genuineadvanced are the only solution to the problem. | am sure they
questions, which are directed towards giving openness to oare not.
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| am sure that others who have been here longer can thirddl lined up, like battalions of the damned, but the only person
of better ways of doing it. But to eliminate the possibility of who ever answered a question was the minister. And, if he
people being drawn in here who do not need to be here, antlas very, very lucky, the minister's head of department or
also to eliminate the possibility of the parliament beingsome senior adviser on his right would get to answer
recalled because of some relatively trivial procedurabuestions, but all the rest behind were there for decoration.
argument in an estimates committee, surely, must be Bot one of them was ever brought to the front to answer a
tremendous step forward. With those few remarks, | concludquestion. If the minister half thought that the question was
my comments on the estimates process. political, the standard answer was, ‘I'll take that one on
notice,” which means, ‘I know the answer, or the answer
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Were | minded that this would embarrasses me, so | won't answer it That is what turns
be, in some way, a valedictory speech, | would have to bestimates into a pantomime. That is what makes all those
considering my future yet again because, frankly, there argublic servants useless. If they were here to do the job that
not enough people here to make it worth the effort to be &he member for Enfield suggests—to fill in the gaps and
valedictory speech. So, if the acting whip wants to go andespond to the specific questions that the minister cannot

drum up a bit more business, that would be good. answer—we would have a much more intelligent and critical
Ms Thompson interjecting: process.
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, bring them all in. This, from a government that promised openness and
The Hon. R.J. McEwen:Bring the state of the house to accountability and the charter of budget honesty! If this
the attention of the Acting Speaker. estimates process is its charter for budget honesty, | would

Mr BRINDAL: No, | do not want to bother. Most of them hate to see its definition of equivocation, evasion, or dishon-
are probably listening, tuned up there, because of the worksty. If this is the best that the government can do for

they have got to do. _ _ honesty, South Australia is in real trouble—real trouble
Ms Thompson: If you will guarantee that you will resign - indeed. However, to give credit where credit is due, it is due
now | will get them all in here. to the member for Enfield, who pointed out a quote to me

Mr BRINDAL: | am sure that the honourable memberfrom George Orwell’'s classic bOOE.Q84, which is to the
would. The Labor Party is more anxious to get rid of me thargovernment’s credit, because it must have read George
anyone because, just perhaps, we are working better as a te@Rell. | am sure that the member for Elder is a great fan of
and forming an ever increasingly effective opposition; andseorge Orwell, who wrote a lot of books on the totalitarian
any wedge that members opposite could drive they would bgtate. | sometimes think that the member for Elder uses them
quite grateful to do so, because | note of late that the newsor bedtime reading, being one of the very powerful triumvi-
papers do not seem to be giving the syrupy sweet dream rugte in this place. On page 321884, George Orwell states:

to tc:"S rI;aIl]:‘)oI;golverlrllmentt)thgt it ha;’ e_lljrj]oyed fokr)lts ;lrs:?year Who controls the past controls the future; who controls the
and a half. But | will not be diverted. The member for 0SSpresent controls the past.

Smith, interestingly a member of the government, described . =~ .
in his contribution this process as a pantomime. Now, it 9@y in this place, we have that reinforced absolutely by the
very— way in which this Treasurer, the minister sitting grinning

Ms Thompson interjecting: opposite (and with good reason) and the Premier reinvent the
Mr BRINDAL: Why go back to your seat to interject? past—black holes and all. | do not know how South Australia

You carry on like a jack-in-the-box where ever you are. pesurvived eight years under Dean Brown and John Olsen! | am

my guest. The fact is that the member for Ross smitpsurprised that we are not crawling out of caves, having lost
described this— our ability to invent the wheel. We were so dreadful,

An honourable member interjecting: according to the Treasurer, the Premier and all those minis-

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Enfield, sorry, described ters opposite. We did not do one goqd thing n eight years.
the process as a pantomime and, indeed, | agree with hin}/e did not reduce the debt by two-thirds; we did not extend
because if one part of the process has disillusioned me afgé Convention Centre; we did not build the expressway or
disillusioned me profoundly it is the estimates processtn€ tunnel through the Hills; we did not build the extension
Without sounding too old, I can go back to the time whe to the runway; and we did not redo every building on North

John Bannon and Frank Blevins was in here—indeed, evel€"ace repay the debt and keep South Australia out of

before a Liberal government—when the estimates process-1OUPIe.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: We did nothing—nothing at all—and we left it to the

Mr BRINDAL: | particularly liked Frank Blevins because "emarkable Kevin Foley, the remarkable member for Hart,
he was an honest and honourable man who would alwayseasurer of South Australia, the Deputy Premier and Acting
answer the questions. | can tell members, and the member foFemier of South Australia. His titles are endless and his
Stuart would back me up, that estimates used to be a fairlglory transcendent. We had to leave it to him to save South
fearsome time. The ministers did not find it the mostAustralia single-handedly. It is wonderful—he has just
comfortable time of the year. Ministers actually answeregvalked in! However, I do not think it is quite parliamentary
questions, the questions were got through and the answef him to try to kiss me!
were delivered in the time promised to the parliamentin the An honourable member: He probably feels sorry for
beginning of estimates, which did not happen last yeaiyou!
Ministers did not wax lyrical for 20 minutes about nothing: ~ Mr BRINDAL.: | feel sorry for me, too! Having said that,
they actually answered questions. what did we manage to scrutinise in the budget? Not much,

Public servants ranged in their serried ranks behind thbecause the ministers opposite were great. | cannot talk for
minister and actually performed a useful function. | challengehe member for Elder, but | did not realise just how skilful the
the member for Enfield, because in the four or five estimate®linister for Social Justice, Youth, and a number of other
that | was involved with there were legions of public servantsportfolios, was in answering questions in such a convoluted
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way that the simplest question took about 10 minutes td.abor party, were absolutely dudded. Some of them, for the
answer before she turned it over to her Chief of Staff (and sheix weeks or so that they were at trade school, will be paying
was one of the rare ones who did so), only to get another fiveene-third of their gross wage for the privilege of being trained
minute diatribe, so that in the course of an hour, even thougto do jobs that her own skills audit says this state needs. Do
the Chairman was doing her very best to protect the miniswe find that this government is keenly attracting business to
ter— South Australia? No. The opposition criticised the Olsen

Members interjecting: government for spending too much time going out and getting

Mr BRINDAL: |think | was sane all the time, but it takes the EDSs, the Motorolas, subcontracting out—
an insane person to know one. That is one of the premises of Members interjecting:

Catch-22. Nevertheless, it took 10 to 15 minutes to answer Mr BRINDAL: The minister says itis a costly business.
the simplest question, so that in an hour of questions on thieet me point out that ABC radio is still running the furphy

budget—even if the government is good enough not to asthat we privatised SA Water. We privatised the service
any questions—you get about four questions. If that is grovision. SA Water is still solely owned by the government
probing analysis of the budget, one wonders what would—ef South Australia and the people of South Australia. The

Members interjecting: pricing is fixed in South Australia. Guess what? It is still

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Enfield says, ‘Ask returning about $200 million a year. That is not a bad return
shorter questions.’ The problem is that it does not matter howo revenue for some so-called privatised company. | have
short the question is—in fact, the shorter the questionnever heard of a privatised entity that pays over $200 million
generally, the longer the answer. If you give a sabre-rattling year in profits to the government. It seems to me a contra-
five minute speech you might get a spirited answer from theéliction in terms.

Minister for Employment and Training, but it is a shorter ~ Mr Rau interjecting:

answer. If you ask her a little question, you get an horrendous Mr BRINDAL: Not everything privatised worked equally
answer—you get three chapters of the Bible thrown in as auccessfully, but not everything privatised was unsuccessful,
sort of bonus prize! either. On some things the jury is still out. The minister at the

But we did find out some things. Youth Plus, for instance table well knows that South Australia had limited options
is a very good scheme initiated by the last government (because of competition payments and the demands of the
think it was the member for Fisher's idea originally), afederal government—rightly or wrongly—in some of the
scheme that tries to give kids in schools the opportunity tgrivatisation moves, especially the ETSA one. Was it right?
take part in conservation activities, in Red Cross activitiesWas it wrong? Only in the long term will we really tell. We
in scouting activities, in air training corps, in arts cadets in theare not going through a good period at present. No South
country—all sorts of opportunities to take kids from the Australian likes increased power bills, but the Treasurer and
school context and give them some experience of volunteethe minister are saying that it looks like we might be starting
ing and broaden their horizons. to get competition into the market. If we get competition into

Youth Plus is a really good pilot project, but how muchthe market, there is the chance either that prices will be
is allowed for it after this year? Nothing. What we have gotcontained or that there may be genuine competition and
instead is Rann’s brigade of gardeners: the answer to th@rices might decrease. It certainly seems to have worked in
world; a reinvented work-for-the-dole scheme; something thathe telecommunications area.
he trashed up out of the eighties when he had 40 per cent Mr Rau interjecting:
unemployment. We are having Rann’s gardening brigade Mr BRINDAL: The member chortles no thanks to us. |
instead of Youth Plus. We are selling the kids out. If wecan show the member where that was exactly the sort of thing
actually look at employment and training, we see that we aréhat was being said by the government at the time they did it.
abandoning government youth traineeships. | have had eight The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
trainees (and | am quite sure a lot of members opposite have Mr BRINDAL: The minister says that we should have
also had a number), and every single one of those has godene this and we should have done that. It is true he can say
on to full-time employment. it—and |, too, can say it. There is nothing as brilliant in this

Of all the programs | have seen any government embarglace as hindsight.
upon in the last decade, youth traineeships have been the Ms Thompson interjecting:
most spectacularly successful. They resulted in 70 to 80 per Mr BRINDAL: The member opposite is carrying on a
cent placement of people in long-term employment. Thalike a harpy—which is not unusual. When the honourable
scheme has been abandoned by this government. Not only haember has had the experience—and | hope it comes soon—
it been abandoned by this government, the training costs tof sitting on the frontbench—not sitting up there and
be borne by apprentices have risen 50 per cent. So we se@antificating from the lofty elevation that only ozone gives—
minister who not two weeks before stood in this place andhe will find that it is not quite so easy. | suggest that she ask
berated the federal Treasurer because of HECS—sontke minister whether it is quite as easy running a department
universities could charge more for their fees—ignoring theas he thought it was before he did it, because, if he tells you
fact that the HECS component was going up and that peopteuthfully, there are a few problems being a minister. Itis not
had to repay when they reached a certain level of income withll wine and roses, and beer and skittles. Everyone sees the
low levels of interest. This was all iniquitous and against thavhite car and says, ‘Hasn’'t he got an easy job, but they
needs of education for lawyers, doctors and nurses and wakould try sitting where he sits for a few days to see whether
going to keep people in the western and northern suburbs oittis quite as easy.
of our universities. Ms Thompson interjecting:

At the same time, she knew that cabinet had approved a Mr BRINDAL: We could go on but | won’'t—because |
scheme whereby panel beaters and hairdressers, bricklayevsl run out of time. | have not even started. The honourable
and plasterers, carpenters and plumbers, fitters and turnemrsember wants to try the answer of the Minister for Environ-
the absolute core, the backbone, of the voting fraternity in thenent and Conservation on Clare Valley water. That will be
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tested in this house because it is against the rules of this plafending program will have long-term detrimental effects on
to mislead the house. If | redqdbansard correctly, the minister the people of South Australia. The tourist industry is essential
said, quite clearly, that 2.2 gigalitres of extra water is beingo small country areas, particularly in the north, and unless
pumped out of the River Murray this year—just because theyhe roads are in good condition we are going to have difficul-
can. They have a licence for 50 gigalitres; they have only eveies in the future because people will be deterred from
used 36 to 38; and this year, just because they can, they willavelling in the north.
pump 2.5 gigalitres more. There are restrictions, so they will The other matter of concern is with the general area of
cram what they want to take out into the restrictions, to makservices and the desire of this government to make life as
the users who were using it last year suffer even mordifficult as possible for people who do business with
restrictions. But, in a good year, this government, so commitgovernment. It perturbs me that there is a continuing trend to
ted to the Murray, is letting its water entity just grab an extrampose on people charges and conditions, and give greater
2.2 gigalitres—simply because it has a licence and simplpower to bureaucracy. It is a dangerous process and will
because it can. And the honourable member tells me that &/entually come back to bite the government. Therefore, |
honest and decent. would say that the house, when considering this, ought to pay
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: due attention to those of us who continue to complain about
Mr BRINDAL: The minister asked who started the Clareit.
scheme. We started the Clare scheme. | was the minister and There are a number of other issues in relation to my
| announced—and stick by my announcement—that it woulatlectorate, and | raised one of them today in relation to the
be done with purchases of water out of the river from existingeducation facilities at Booleroo Centre, one of the best
licence holders; that no water would be taken from the riverschools in South Australia, and it has an excellent reputation
You can ask your colleagues; you can ask the member fan its efforts to conserve water. | call on the Minister for
Colton and the member for Enfield; you can ask mosEducation to take some positive action.
members of this house. That is what | told this house and the The other highlight of the budget is the decision to bring
people of South Australia. It is what Rob Kerin as Premielin some new taxes. | am sorry that the member for Colton is
told the people of South Australia and, if we were inleaving, because I thought he would be interested in the way

government, it is what we would have stuck by. in which the budget will affect the long-suffering rural sector.
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: That's not what your minister There is still a great deal of confusion in the community
said: it's not what Michael Armitage said. about what the real circumstances will be for people who

Mr BRINDAL: The minister to whom the member refers have more than one water meter. Some of my constituents
would not have been the minister after this election, and whefiom the Baroota area have drawn to my attention the
the premier on our side of politics gives his word that isproblems they could face. One constituent had 14 meters, and
generally the law. Notwithstanding any of that, this is aboutl4 multiplied by 135 is a substantial number. Another
South Australia, in a year of crisis, drawing more water fromconstituent had eight and another 10. Various other people
the river, for whatever reason. That is what it is about. Theround the electorate, including people at Morgan and various
minister can disguise it in any way he likes. He can chortledther spots, are most concerned.
and say | am deluded and he can do what he likes, but can he The government has to come clean and be absolutely sure
explain to any person in South Australia, the member fopf the situation. | appeal to it that people have to pay only one
Colton, the member for Stuart, the member for Hartley offee per business. The precedent is there with the emergency
myself why we have to save 20 per cent on water usage buggrvices levy. The process is in place, and it can be easily
incidentally, our entity (SA Water), just because it can, willorganised and operated. Madam Acting Speaker, | am sure
take more water out of the river because we will make a profiyou would agree that it is not the role of government to dip
on it? Tell me how they can do it. its hands in the pockets of the long suffering taxpayers purely

Tell me how the minister can stand here and say, ‘We willt the behest of unsympathetic bureaucracy. If we are not
give you $10 off a rainwater tank.’ | admit that it is a good careful, it will take over these arrangements, and Treasury
start and is better than nothing, but the minister has not beewill try to expand and take as much as it possibly can without
down to the shop and priced even the most modest rainwatépie regard for the long-term economic effects. Therefore, that
tank, because if he thinks $10 will encourage anybody to rusmatter needs to be addressed.
out and buy a rainwater tank tomorrow because of the saving We are still waiting to see the effects of the government’s
he has rocks in his head. financial measures in relation to perpetual leases. There is an

urgent need to show some greater degree of understanding of

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): This is an important how these provisions will affect people in rural areas, and
occasion, when we are reporting the estimates committeesthere is an urgent need in the field of education to ensure that
which, of course, are one of the highlights of the politicaladequate money is provided so that governesses or people
year. Members, | know, wait with bated breath to take partvho supervise children on these isolated stations are given
in this process which is supposed to inform them of theraining by government so they are proficient and skilled in
government’s spending program for the forthcoming year. these areas. It is an important area of education. It is import-
am disappointed, having participated in the committees andnt that these children in isolated communities have the right
having read some of the responses, at the effects that sorsert of instruction. In many cases the parents make a con-
of the decisions will have on my electorate. The road fundingiderable sacrifice, and it is very important that the govern-
program for the north and for the rural areas is one of thenent shows a bit of care and compassion in relation to these
most disappointing aspects of this government’s period ipeople.
office. It is obviously an urban-based government and has no The School of the Air does a great job. The new computer-
regard for the needs of country people, particularly the roagsed system it has installed at the school at Port Augusta is an
system, and no regard for the tourist industry. The decisioputstanding effort, and certainly modern technology is
which is taken in this budget to continue to run down the roadringing people closer to one another. A few weeks ago we
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saw technology on the cutting edge, and it will obviously helpachievements, even though it is an industry that puts
these young people with their education. In conclusion—an&2.2 billion into our economy.

I know we will be here for a long time tonight—I sincerely ~ Some people might call me a political cynic, but | then
hope that, when we debate the next budget, it will be mor¢hought, knowing this government as | do, that | would have
flexible, will reflect the fact that there are people outside the look at what this government says about its environmental
urban area of Adelaide, and pay due regard to road fundingchievements. It was there that | found numerous references
and the education and health needs of those long sufferirtg the mining industry, not in a positive sense but in a very
constituents who live in rural South Australia. | sincerelydisparaging sense—belt after belt on an industry that puts
hope that the ministers will be more forthcoming. It should$2.2 billion into our economy every year.

not be such a stage managed exercise, because budgets it any wonder that the industry, through its advocacy
estimates are meant to be a cooperative information providingroup, the South Australian Chamber of Minerals and Energy
exercise, not an effort with the government attempting tSACOME), put out a two-page press statement expressing
stamp its authority over the committees, because at the erii disappointment with this government and its budget, and
of the day that does not do any good for the government ahose aspects of the budget that, in theory, were supposed to
anyone else. It only downgrades the standing of this organisaupport the industry. | confronted the minister with his

tion in the eyes of the public. government’s lame presentation and, when | confronted him
) o with questioning, he was initially speechless. | think | even
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): | join my  saw his bottom lip quiver, and | had some sympathy and

colleagues in presenting to the house a summary of theompassion for the man. Clearly, he had been deserted by his
incidents that occurred during budget estimates in which tolleagues, and he was unable to offer any reason whatsoever
was involved. | was lead questioner for the opposition in théor his party’s not recognising this industry’s vital contribu-
estimates that were attended by the Hon. Paul Holloway ifion, and no reason for his government’s not advocating on
his role as minister responsible for minerals, and also thgehalf of the mining industry. That is particularly disappoint-
budget estimates for energy. It is very difficult to find a kind ing not only for the industry but also for the bureaucrats who
word to say about the presentation of the Hon. Pausurround him.

Holloway. | will say this: he is a very deqent fellow and | know every one of those people individually, because
someone for whom | have a great deal of time at a personghey all worked with me. | give the minister credit for not
level. changing any of those staff. They are good quality staff who

However, there is no doubt that he has a formidable tasknow what they are doing, and they are professionals in their
ahead of him in dealing with a Labor Party that clearly doesphere. | know how much effort those staff put in to ensure
not understand the mining industry in this state and, for thaghat the industry moves forward. | was disappointed for them
matter, has no desire to understand it. For it is an industry thain hearing the answer that was given as a reward for their
this government is intent on destroying. This government igfforts. The industry that they support is being crucified by
led by a Premier who has spent a considerable part of his lifg government that does not understand the industry and does
campaigning, plotting and lobbying against the miningnot care about it.
industry. After all, the man who is now regrettably Premier | sincerely hope that the Hon. Paul Holloway is given a
of our state lobbied against the very creation of the Roxbyetter hearing around the cabinet table, because he deserves
Downs mine, which is the most successful mining operatiorit to advocate on behalf of the industry. Indeed, so quiet is his
in our state and, after its impending expansion, will be thesoice around the cabinet table that the industry has been
largest mine of its type in the Southern Hemisphere andabsolutely astounded when | have pointed out to them, when
indeed, the largest uranium mine in the world. they have said that they need a minister with more clout, that,

This is the mine that was referred to by the Labor Party a# fact, their minister is the third most senior ranked cabinet
the ‘mirage in the desert’; and this is the mine that theminister within the government. They were incredulous about
Premier, in his younger years, urged people to boycott. At théhat. | pointed out to them that the Hon. Paul Holloway is the
time, Western Mining Corporation was in partnership withLeader of the Government in the upper house, that he has a
BP, and the present Premier advocated a boycott on the Bifatus equivalent to that held by the Hon. Rob Lucas when the
program. Liberal Party was in government. They were incredulous,

So, the Hon. Paul Holloway has my sympathy that, it isbecause they know of the strength and capability that the
in this frame, with a party of this calibre, that he is now Hon. Rob Lucas had around the cabinet table. They cannot
charged with the responsibility of leading the charge, for wantomprehend that their minister is supposed to be of an
of a better expression, to develop the mining industry in thigquivalent status and ability to the Hon. Rob Lucas because,
state. This is an industry whose budget, which is there taglearly, in their mind he is not. They see their minister as a
support, has been savaged, and we have seen the govenice fellow but someone who is not able to deliver, someone
ment’s recognition that it has been savaged. This is awho loses every time he goes into battle around the cabinet
industry that puts $2.2 billion into our economy each year. kable with the environment minister, someone who has never
have therefore followed very closely the government’s toutedvon a battle at that cabinet table.
achievements during its time in office. What we saw through the budget papers was the mining

| looked with great interest through the government'sindustry being belted by an increase on their taxes. Their
report of its first year in office: the things it touted as beingroyalty rate will go up by 3.5 per cent. The minister’s lame
its achievements. There were a variety of headings undexcuse for that was that this gave them a commensurate
those achievements, one of which was economic developeyalty rate with other states. | pointed out to the minister that
ment. So, | went to the economic development area to loothe royalty rates for South Australia are lower for a very good
at their achievements, thinking that I would find a number ofreason: to encourage the industry to explore and mine in
things relating to the mining industry. However, there was nd&South Australia. Those rates had deliberately been kept lower
mention at all of the mining industry in their economic for the reason that South Australia has a disadvantage when
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it comes to mining. There is a greater layer of material overight.” Clearly one or the other minister is telling porkies
our mineral deposits than, for example, in Western Australiahere. The minister said that he knew what he was saying
Therefore, it will cost companies more to find our mineralbecause he had been briefed by Minister McEwen. | said,
deposits, because they are harder to find and, when they findes, | know you have—you were briefed a couple of days
them, it will cost them more to mine them because they arearlier and you were told exactly what is happening, so why
deeper in the ground. For that very reason, our royalty ratedid you tell the people of Port Pirie that Mr De Crespigny had
have been deliberately kept lower. no role in the SAMAG project when he had recommended the
Now this government wants to elevate those rates. | puteview and the government was carrying out the review on
to the Hon. Paul Holloway, ‘Did you not tell your cabinet his recommendations?’ Again the Minister ducked for cover.
colleagues about the geological disadvantage that Southwas interesting, as even the chair of the committee started
Australia has?’ He was silent on that. He clearly did not everefending the minister and his colleagues. At one stage | felt
tell his colleagues of the importance of ensuring that wehat it was one batting against four, but the way the Labor
maintain a competitive balance with the other states byarty bats that does not worry me.
having a lower royalty rate so that there is a lower cost At the end of the estimates committee we were not left
structure for industry. The Chamber of Mines and Energy isvith too many answers. | put on the record that only two
now saying that many projects that were to be viable majours was allowed for questioning on minerals and petro-
now not be so. Many projects at the fledgling stage will noleum—on a $2.2 billion industry. The first three minutes was
advance, and South Australians will be the losers as a resuiken up with the commencement proceedings of the
of that. Regional South Australia, which would reap thecommittee and we then had a long-winded ministerial
benefits of employment from that, will miss out. That is astatement for 16 minutes, so 19 minutes of the two hours was
tragedy for the rural areas of this state whom already agaigone before the opposition even had a chance to ask a
this government is now starting to desert.One thing that Southuestion. The answers were laboured and long winded. At the
Australia knows about Labor government is that when and of the two-hour period the opposition still had more
Labor government is in power they get flogged. They arejuestions to ask. The minister wanted to close up and finish
starting to get flogged yet again after only 15 months of @he committee at 4 p.m. | objected to that, but | recognised the
Labor government. numbers: one chair supporting the Labor government, three
| also asked the minister about the Targeted Exploratiohabor members against three Liberal members—four beats
Initiatives South Australia (TEISA) program, which was three every time.
successfully funded by the former Liberal government. It The regrettable fact is that the questioning lines were
encouraged exploration which has seen new mining venturetopped at that time, with unsatisfactory answers. This
that have made South Australia for the first time in manyminister knew from the start that the time of that committee
years regarded by the industry as the most exciting place inearing had not been agreed to. He knew that from the start,
Australia to explore. That program has been savaged by .98ut he still wanted to pull up stumps and go home at
of $1 million. The minister could provide no reason for that.4 o’clock. That minister let down the industry again by not
He simply protested that they had kept the program going anelven having the courage to face questions being asked on its
that that should be good enough. He tried to pretend that tHeehalf, and for that he should hang his head in shame.
program would have been axed under a Liberal government. | also had the opportunity to question the Minister for
| pointed out to the minister that the TEISA 20-20 programEnergy. He is in rather an interesting position because after
was named by me (as minister) when | prepared the budgéte last cabinet reshuffle, which clearly was a demotionary
for 2001-02 to indicate 20 years of continual funding. Theshuffle for him; he is a minister without any department
minister had no answer to that. Again, he was left withreporting directly to him. He is the Minister for Police, yet
nowhere to go because of the lack of understanding of higolice is in the Department for Justice that reports to the
colleagues. Attorney-General. He is the Minister for Infrastructure and
| also questioned the minister about the SAMAG projectthe Minister for Energy. Energy has been splitin two: halfis
Unfortunately for the minister there was a public meeting inin Treasury and the other half in Primary Industries. His
Port Pirie the night before the budget estimates. The ministénfrastructure and energy components in Treasury report to
made a statement at that public meeting which was repeateide Treasurer and Primary Industries reports to the Hon. Paul
on the morning of estimates on ABC 639. It related to theHolloway. Here we have the Minister for Police, the Minister
government’s Chair of the Economic Development Boardfor Infrastructure and the Minister for Energy without a chief
Robert Champion de Crespigny. The minister claimed orexecutive reporting directly to him. If that is not a gobblede-
radio that Mr de Crespigny had no role at all in calling for thegook mixture that this government is trying to govern with,
review of SAMAG, which is under way at the moment. Thatl do not know what is. Even the chair was confused during
claim absolutely and totally conflicts with the claim made byquestioning over the way in which this was occurring, and |
the Hon. Rory McEwen, the Minister for Regional Develop-had to get from my seat to assist the chair and explain that
ment. | put that to the minister, and | even quoted a pressnergy was split by this government, as illogical as it might
release of the Minister for Regional Development in whichseem, across two departments, neither of which directly
the minister said: reported to the minister, but we were making do with what
Mr De Crespigny recommended a review of the project bewe had.
undertaken, a request | fully endorse and have already taken action The minister also has presided over a series of quite
to implement. important cuts. The Energy SA budget has been savaged.
The minister kept trying to avoid the issue. | finished upEnergy SA was an organisation that | had great pride in
saying, ‘Are we talking of two reviews; is there one review creating during my time as minister. | gave it the name and
you are talking about and a different review your cabinet am pleased it continues. This government has thrust it under
colleague, Mr McEwen, is talking about?’ He said, ‘No, the management of the Minerals Group, which | also created
there’s only one review.’ | said, ‘Clearly you can’t both be and | am proud of the individuals there and their management
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style, but they are not energy experts. This government hdsr half the price that AGL paid, certainly on the spot market,
taken the focus off the Minerals Group and taken away thand contract prices are going that way.
direct focus on the energy group’s two areas of speciality and There is nothing surer than that the price of electricity will
instead cobbled them together, and that is not good for thelummet, because the Labor government has artificially
state or for the opportunities we wish to have. allowed it to increase. Of course, the political motive behind
I have just been reminded that in the last reshuffle thdhis is obvious: boost the price of electricity, blame the
minister lost his police portfolio but has retained emergencyreadful Liberals for privatisation, let it drop down to where
services, so it is emergency services that reports to thé should have been, then claim credit for being astute
Attorney-General. | forgot about that aspect of his demotioneconomic managers. | put very firmly on the record tonight
He had that taken away from him, | suspect because of thi&at the price of electricity to households will come down
poor performance in the portfolio. very quickly by more than 20 per cent, and | await with

The Energy SA group has had its budget slashed, it hdgterest to see what Labor members claim when that occurs.
been thrust under minerals and it has also had its researdfi€ réason thatwill occuris that wholesale electricity prices

funding savaged. This is a government that pays lip servic@® now lower.
to sustainable energy. Its own Premier made a big song and Time expired.

dance about the photovoltaic cells he put on the roof of his .
home. He invited the media to his home and showed that this Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): In 2002 the Labor Party

was what he had done as Premier. | might add that they Weraésumed government in South Australia and we waited with

partly paid for by the commonwealth government, becaus&®M€ intere_st to see its first budget in July 2002. Thatwas a
it is a federally funded program. He made a song and dan gnnflcant disappointment, to say th? Iea}st, butit was newly
about it. The reality is— in office and one could perhaps forgive it for making some

S mistakes. However, as was clearly seen by the end of the

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: _ _ year, its rhetoric in relation to being left with a legacy of debt

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: |am ]USt mak|ng sure that was Clearly proved inaccurate.
the acknowledgment is going on the record. The reality isthat  The pudget for 2003 outlines what the Labor government
this Premier pays lip service at the same time as the depagiroposes to do in respect of its application of public funds for
ment is being butchered and slashed. Research funding h@g penefit of South Australians. | truly accept that, when a
been cut by more than 40 per centin just two years. Ask anjjeys administration comes into office, it deserves the
university in 'this state what it thinks about this governmentypportunity, having earned it, to apply the funds as it sees fit
because of its attitude toward energy funding. We have g the benefit of South Australians. However, if the govern-
Premier who puts photo_voltam_cells on the roof of his housement fails to deliver on that, it has to be judged by that, and
but the same Premier is pres!d|ng over a government thahe budget for 2003, as delivered by the Treasurer on 29 May,
slashed the forward advance in that industry. We also hav@early demonstrated that the decline and decay was setting
a Premier who was happy to push the button of the system §g and that this is what we would be receiving in the lifetime
start a wind turbine at Starfish Hill—a development, | might ¢ this government.
add, that was approved and encouraged by a Liberal govern- The" estimates committee for 19 June, dealing with
ment—yet the staff who were involved in the work on wind gqycation and children’s services, was allowed 4¥; hours. |
power have been dissipated with the wind. A lot of them havgy to1d that, historically, ministers would be available for
left government in frustration; others have moved to othegyestions for a day each on average, but that has significantly
areas of government. The whole effort and the momenturgiminished, and the time allocated and the reduced opportuni-
have slowed enormously and demonstrate further that thig for questioning is reflective of the government's refusal to
government has done nothing more than pay lip service tge tryly accountable for the decisions it is making.
those areas of government. The actual expenditure for education and children’s

We also saw cuts to the Remote Areas Energy Schemgervices in the financial year 2001-02, in which the last
(RAES) under this government—savage cuts that will affecgovernment participated for some seven months, represented
people in rural South Australia and their opportunities t025.2 per cent of the total budget spent in this state. It is
reduce the amount they spend on diesel by introducingeasonable for one to expect that, when a premier and his
sustainable energy. This is further evidence that in reality thiginister go to an election and promise that health and
government does not care about sustainable energy opp@fducation will be priorities and that there will be more
tunities, unless there is a media opportunity in it for theteachers and better schools for South Australian children, that
Premier. If the Premier does not see a media opportunity ifyould in some way be reflected in the budgets that they
it for him, clearly, it does not take priority. deliver. However, in education and children’s services, the

We also talked about electricity. There we got a confesestimated result for this government’s first full financial year
sion; it has taken 15 months, but there we got a confessionf operation reduced from 25.24 per cent to 23.9 per cent of
Finally, the Minister for Energy agreed that AGL had paidthe total budget.
too high a wholesale price for its electricity. That is an  That was further shattered when, still below the 2001-02
important confession from the minister, because the ministeactuals, the budget for the forthcoming financial year 2003-04
agreed that AGL has been able to lift the price of its electriciwas revealed to be 24.27 per cent of the total budget, still
ty to South Australian consumers because it paid too muctapproximately one full per cent less of the overall budget to
In fact, AGL has been claiming a cost of $72 per megawatbe spent on education. How one can demonstrate that that is
hour for its electricity. This Labor government approved areflective of a priority is beyond me, but that is the actual
32 per cent increase in the electricity price to South Ausposition of this government. The Minister for Education and
tralian households based on a $72 per megawatt ho@hildren’s Services attempted to turn that around and suggest
wholesale price at a time when electricity was available fothat one has to compare budget to budget for the three years
half that price. That is the case today. Electricity is availabldo which | have referred. That would be all right if all the
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comparisons in the budget were presented in that manner. In Then, of course, we have the class size issue. Apart from
fact, all the comparisons in this budget, as reflected in thénere being no extra support for junior primary or the many
previous two years, relate to actual 2001-02, estimatedther schools in relation to class size, which is one factor in
2002-03 and budget 2003-04. That was a rather feebleelping to assist the better delivery of education services, we
attempt by the minister to deflect the diminished priority ofhave an increasing percentage of children—and it is acknow-
this government to education and children’s services. ledged in this budget—with learning and behavioural

| particularly make that point because the concern that flisabilities and essentially no extra support for teachers. Then
raised at estimates was that the minister herself seems ¢ have the actual operation of the department itself. The
believe this, as she perpetuates the myth that the priority government decided to restructure the department, which is
continuing. For whatever reason, the Treasurer has complet0t unusual. Most new governments like to restructure; they
ly hoodwinked her into believing that she has got somdike to place their mark on their new team. However, the first
priority out of this budget. Such is the delusional position ofthing that this minister did was to tell her department that she
the Minister for Education and Children’s Services. did not trust them. She introduced a program whereby she

The opening statement by the minister sounded a bit mo ersonally had to sign off on every bit of expenditure over
. P 9 oy . 1 000. Members can imagine how that delayed the operation
like an annual report, but it was a rather inaccurate annu

report. Let us consider what has happened in the la f the department and produced a significant level of morale

12 months. There have been 160 extra junior primar Iminution. . . .

teachers—on the face of it not a bad start—for one-fifth of _L@st year she said that 55 full-time equivalents had to go
the schools that provide junior primary education in this state2nd this year she announced that another nearly 100 full-ime
Perhaps the other four-fifths could expect something in th8auivalents had to go. Very few of them have gone yet. Of
budget to follow that, but they have got nothing, not a single?0urse, that points to one further problem, that is, the
extra dollar, for some equitable distribution of the claimedincapacity of this minister to make decisions promptly to
benefit of reducing class sizes for junior primary education€nable the department, restructured or otherwise, to undertake
That demonstrates the reality in relation to the allegedtS task. There are still no decisions on this issue. Morale is
commitment of this government to early intervention and tc?t @ depressingly low level in the department. The department
the early education of our young South Australian childreniS l€aking like a sieve. The minister ought to be ashamed of
Then, of course, we had the capital cuts in the 2002 budgefl€r management or mismanagement and the shameful way
and we have more capital cuts in the 2003 budget. in which she is treating her own people. Is it any wonder that

- - ;
We had a slippage of some $34 million in last year,Sthey are raising concerns? Then, of course, there is the

budget for projects which were slowed down or cut, Wha cIa;sm. At the conclusion of her opening statement, she tells

happened was that the commonwealth funds that had already”

been paid over were found, the minister was caught out and We are building a very real path to opportunity for the people of
she had to bring back onto the agenda the provision for thaPuth Australia as they embark on lifelong learning.

funding of those schools. Then we had the new plan fokVhat a joke! It may be that, because this minister has been
school maintenance programs. The minister had discoveregiripped of some of her responsibilities and higher education
that schools had accumulated significant funds in preparatidmas gone to another minister, she has perhaps just missed out
for their plans for the forthcoming year, and she decided thadn the fact that the Centre for Lifelong Learning at Flinders
she would introduce a new plan and make them spend it odniversity has been closed down—as of 30 June: out,
her priorities. Then we had the new schools choice, that ifinished, end of story, no Centre for Lifelong Learning left.
the teacher placement program. This is a new program wherand, of course, illustrative of the problem that the minister
instead of schools having some choice in relation to the teatmas in getting on and ensuring that she knows about this, and
that they might pull together for the purposes of teaching theithat the government operates with some efficiency, notice is
children, they now do all the work, all the processing and allgiven to the personnel who are operating the centre, by letter
the application and the department gets to choose who they 14 June: two weeks before they are to close. That is the
get. That is what schools choice has now been redefined asort of insult they are delivered and have to deal with. The

Then we have the new transfer of the checking process fdpinister needs to get in touch with what is really happening
school fee exemptions, that is, for School Card to be trandd her department and what is happening in relation to
ferred to the commonwealth service, Centrelink. Apparenthygducation and the lack of priority that the ministers around
that saves the state government $2 million. However, theifer (particularly the Treasurer) are placing on that matter.
haste to transfer that liability resulted in last year's implemen-  Let me relate one further example of what has happened
tation of that project being a complete debacle. We hearth South Australia, to illustrate the change of focus of this
repeated complaints from schools about the funds that theyovernment. The Cora Barclay Centre has attracted some
were unable to recover and, clearly, by the end of the yeagonsiderable attention in the last few weeks—and deservedly
had no chance of recovering, especially from those parento. This is an institution that provides support for children
whose children were leaving the school. Then we saw thwith severe hearing impairment and their families. It was
implementation of the new legislation for children to stay atestablished in 1945, and it is an institution in South Australia.
school until the age of 16 years. The Liberal Party supportett has had the support of ministers of both persuasions of
this reform on the clear understanding that the governmergovernment for years. | recall that, in fact, in 1984 the
promised to ensure that the programs to support it would bElon. Lynn Arnold developed the extension of funding and
in place. In February this year, the children were forced tgrogramming for this institution to provide for assistance in
stay at school, but it was not until April that one single persomon-government schools and reduced, in fact, those facilities
was put in the classroom to assist those children. Is it angeeded in government schools by giving an extra responsibili-
wonder that we still have problems with truancy and absenty to this centre. During the eight years of the previous
teeism? government, that was continued.
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Notwithstanding the Treasurer’s claims today, let me sayisability Services, which were handled by the Hon.
that in 2000—some three years ago—an agreement w&tephanie Key, and, to her credit, she seemed to listen a little,
reached between former minister Buckby and the centre that least. The Hon. Kate Reynolds in another place issued
it would have a period of secure funding over three years. Ipress releases and raised questions in the parliament to try to
had been through significant restructuring in the time leadingpave this matter dealt with.
up to that period and into the year 2001. Let me just read We made application on the centre’s behalf on 18 April
from the President’s Report from the Cora Barclay Centre foR003; that is, | wrote to the Minister for Education (who has
the financial year ending 30 June 2001. Peter Phillips, thead the financial responsibility of this) and the Minister for
President, said: Social Justice. Not one of them responded to that correspond-

The council has gone through a steep learning curve over the pa8fC€ at all and have still not responded. They have not even
couple of years, and | believe it is fair to say that we have all becom@&cknowledged that correspondence to hear the plea in relation
much more ‘business minded’. We live in an area of economico this matter—not a single response. Again, in April, the

rationalism and, like it or not, we cannot sit back and be a ‘charity’member for Kavel wrote to the Minister for Education on this
and complain as we go out backwards. Every dollar spent i . . .
considered carefully, and every avenue to increase the mone)?@auer' He received a reply, which states:

available for service delivery is being explored. At the end of last  Your letter has been referred to the Hon. Steph Key, Minister for
year the centre put in place a service and funding agreement with tt&ocial Justice. The issue you raise in your correspondence falls
Minister for Education to guarantee specific levels of funding untilwithin the responsibility of the social justice portfolio.

the end of 2003. This gives the centre time to develop and se . . o
alternative sources of £fJunding both from within and c?utside o(fago that may be. This government may decide that it will
government. transfer it over to the Hon. Steph Key to look after this
matter, but where is the money? Still nothing and, by 18 June
last Thursday), no money. With two weeks to go and facing
losure, finally, they get a letter and find out that the govern-

ent is going to call a press conference. At 6 o’clock the

In this report alone, some 250 persons, institutions, school
local councils and charitable trusts made donations to thi
organisation, including some significant donations of $10 00
and over. There were very significant donations of trusts ang. . : ‘
organisations such as the Rotary Club, which I think, fro ight before a letter is delivered to them that says, ‘Sell your

memory, in the last financial year contributed some $40 00 tl)J |gj$n?r;;tutv3\/lgu\r/v?ltlagi32 dy%li,t )ﬁg Sg[)wtcg Skzgg’ ggi%agrﬁe

Fcurrent funding of $40 000." Well, what an insult to these

::r??rggn 'ltg’oa; ;%rgtﬁlir&';'gzn;agigi?ﬁégﬁf;ﬁggg;‘% r(]:;rt(i)o eople who have been operating for over 50 years in this state
peop +asig roviding an excellent world-class service.

from commonwealth government grants and an ongoing (fof Clearly, this is not appropriate. But to add complete insult

the fixed three-year period), secured arrangement from ﬂ}% this, what do we find? The next morning, when the centre
state government. . . .__representatives say they will have to go to the public to deal
This government has had 18 months since it came intQiih this matter, they receive a phone call threatening that
office to sit down and negotiate what it might do in the ihere will be a withdrawal and a review of funding if they
future—review, of course, its financial position; make anyoceed with the press conference. What a disgusting act on
assessment about whether, in fact, it had appropriatelye nart of this government to try to close down a service
rationalised and that its funding position was clear; and the\)vhich, effectively, it has ignored for a year. It has been cut
it had taken up the initiatives it had been advised to take gyt of the budget. It has walked away from these people. The
(for which it compliments the former state government—inrreasurer comes in here today and has the audacity to stand
_part|CL_1Iar_, the departmental officers—for the support |tgavqJp and say, ‘Your government provided only $600 000
in achieving that outcome). _ What a despicable act on the part of the Treasurer to
What happened, of course, is that personnel from thgyggest to this parliament that the former government had in
centre then attempted, on a number of occasions, to make @y way been derelict in its duty by providing a fixed
appointment to see representatives of the new governmerfommitment for three years of $600 000. That is the way this
On 6 March they sent a letter to the Hon. Mike Rann, the newovernment is going to treat South Australian children, that
Premier, indicating the previous government's corresponds the way it is going to treat South Australian deaf children
ence and requesting a meeting with him, the Hon. Leand that is what we have to look forward to in the next three
Stevens and the Hon. Trish White. No written response. I§ears of this government.
August and October (months later), finally, they get meetingS pMrs GERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order, sir. The

scheduled with the Hon. Mike Rann, minister White andmemper for Bragg has made some statements that are clearly
minister Steph Key, but the ministers cancel, twice. On 2kt factual.

and 28 October they sent a fax seeking an urgent meeting My Brokenshire: Yes, they are.

with the Hon. Mike Rann and ministers White and Key. NOo  The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Koutsantonis): Order!

response at all. By January the situation is even more \jrs GERAGHTY: |thinkitis a very sad—

desperate and they finally get a meeting with the Minister for The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of

Education. order. If the member for Torrens wishes to move a substan-
This is nearly a year after their first request to meet withtive motion she may, but points of order must relate to the

her but, at that point, the minister refuses to assist the centiganding orders.

in its funding battles. Further attempts are made to see the Mr Brokenshire: You have a future as a Speaker.

Premier, and further attempts are made to set up meetings. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Disability aspects are looked at to see whether some help can

be given and, finally, on 10 March, they ring the Disability = The Hon. S.W. KEY (Minister for Social Justice): |

Services Office to be told that there is no new money and thahove:

the D|Sab|l|ty Services Ofﬁce W|" not fund SubmiSSiOﬂ-based That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be

requests. Further submissions are put to the Minister fosxtended beyond 10 p.m.
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Motion carried. is secrecy and a fiddling of the figures to make things very
difficult for the people of this state to read the budget papers
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): | must compliment  and, therefore, assess whether the expenditures undertaken
the member for Bragg for putting so very succinctly thepy this government are relevant to their needs. What we do
details of one of the most scurrilous dealings that thiknow is that there have again been excessive cuts to almost
government, hopefully, is liable to indulge in only once. Weevery portfolio area, with huge sums, amounting to hundreds
have learnt from experience that the public of this state wilbf millions of dollars, being removed and held by the
not accept such sensitive issues being dealt with in such afreasurer in the Consolidated Account. Of course, the people
insensitive manner. of South Australia are not going to see this money that is held
An honourable member: Nor will the opposition. in the consolidated account and, unfortunately, the
The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Nor will the opposition, of government is not prepared to advise the opposition or the
course. We are part of the public of South Australia, and weyeople of this state exactly why those huge amounts of dollars
are the representatives of the public of South Australiaare being held in Consolidated Account.
someone needs to represent them, because, quite obviously,Openness and honesty are definitely something that this
this government does not. government totally lacks. Its interpretation of those words
In terms of discussing the issues in budget estimates, it imakes it a total farce when you attempt to read this budget,
quite difficult to know just exactly where to start. We have when you attempt to see where the money has actually
already assessed the budget as it was brought down, and wigappeared to. But you know from the community that they
found it extremely wanting in many areas, but particularlyare already hurting because of the lack of funding that has
where the Labor government has broken all its electiorgone into our constituencies. One of the areas that this
promises. The changes to the budget which started off in thgovernment rages to be the white knights in—charging in to
previous budget and which have continued through to thisupport everyone—is social welfare, but in most instances in
budget, in terms of increased taxes—further levies on theur constituencies it is those areas that have been cut, and
people of this state—will impost quite severely on each andhose on lower incomes are already starting to feel the pinch
every member of our community. of what this government has done in terms of cuts to this
No other great surprise came out of budget estimategudget.
unless you count the fact that the government has now |want to discuss one of the responsibilities that | have as
changed its methods of reporting in the budget papers. Orghadow minister, and that is the Office of Recreation and
of the very poignant points that struck me, when reading th&port.
first of the budget papers, was in the introduction that gives Mr Brokenshire: Where has the funding for tennis courts
some information to the public and to members of parliamenand oval updates gone?
on the changes to Portfolio Statement content. The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: There are many different areas
In the explanation on how financial and performancewvhere money appears to have gone in this particular area as
information will be presented in these budget papers on well. Again, it is something very similar to what we have
program basis, the penultimate comment states as followsseen over the past few months, where we have, unfortunately,
There is no longer a requirement that the performance of &een the demise of public events which will no longer be held
program be measured in terms of output quantity, quality timelinessn this state but which do bring an economic benefit and
and cost. certainly support our sporting and recreation communities:
So, we are led to believe that we no longer have a requiresr at least did support, but they certainly do not at this present
ment that any of the performances that reflect a program théime. We saw recently the international horse trials removed
has an expenditure line paid for by taxpayers’ money shoulffom the calendar of events because it was quite obvious the
be measured in terms of quantity or quality. That is badminister did not want an event on her parklands. Never mind
enough, but it comes down to the fact that we will no longetthat the parklands are supposed to be there for the people of
have budget papers that show us whether the time lines s8buth Australia. But this coming from a minister who,
by this government in determining the expenditure of thavhether or not she still is, has been the president of one of the
people of South Australia will be a requirement. However, arparklands conservation associations. | would suggest in that
even greater insult to the people of South Australia and to theense that she almost has a conflict of interest in respect of
members of this parliament is the absolutely amazinghe decisions she took at that time. As a result of the intense
statement that there is no longer a requirement that cost needblic lobbying that took place, we managed to make this
be a part of the budget papers. minister think twice about those international trials, and it is
That is obviously just exactly what happened to theserery pleasing to know that they will be held again in Adelaide
budget papers, because cost seems to be something of thés year. What will happen to them thereafter—well, that is
past. The appropriations of each of the portfolio areas havstill in contention.
been fiddled around with so considerably that from now on We have also seen through the budget estimates another
it will be extremely difficult, as members opposite know, to iconic event suffer. The event occurs only once every seven
read the difference between whether a program or a portfoligears in South Australia, and we have the Minister for
budget has been underspent or overspent. Recreation, Sport and Racing admitting in budget estimates
Of course, because of the honesty and accountability théihat there will be no financial commitment given to this very
has not been apparent in this government, it is not surprisingpecial, historic and well supported event: that is harness
that the budget papers have been arrived at in this fashioracing’s Interdominion Championships. The minister
Quite obviously, it has been the will of this government toadmitted that Harness Racing SA would be left without
ensure that, when it talks about secrecy, it does not mean thiisaancial commitment from the government to support the
it believes it is being secret, but it is certainly what it doesAdelaide Interdominion in 2005. Not only is the Inter-
mean by its interpretation of openness and accountabilitgjominion well and truly at risk because of lack of government
because there is none in this budget. What is in this budgétinding: the minister also put another proposition in the
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estimates committee, involving annual funding of somekind of message does that send to the sponsors, to the people
$650 000 distributed among the three racing codes in Southat harness racing will be approaching in an attempt to get
Australia. That is thoroughbred racing, harness racing angponsorship to ensure that the Interdominion does happen in
greyhound racing. South Australia?

There is a suggestion that the $650 000 will be put under Mr Brokenshire: It's a disgrace.
greater scrutiny in terms of assessment and criteria from next The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Itis an absolute disgrace, as the
year onwards. The minister has generously agreed thghember for Mawson says.
because one of his numerous_reviews has not qyite poncluded Mr Brokenshire: He should resign.
and he has not had enough time to make up his mind about The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: Well, it is quite amazing that, in

it, in the year 2003-04 he will enable the $650 000 fundingarlswer to all the questions put to the him with regard to

to continue to be dlst_rlbgted to the three codes of racin amess racing and having support for holding the Inter-
However, once the criteria has been changed, and once t Sminion here. the minister stated:

minister has had an opportunity to look at the review results ) o ]
and the recommendations and has determined that a change!f there is any way that I, as Minister for Recreation, Sport and
will be made, there is no guarantee that that funding will b acing, can assist the harness industry in respect of its endeavour to

. . . . ost the Interdominion without providing it direct financial support,
available, as it has been continuously available for the threguill be happy to do so. P 9 PP

racing codes. . - )

The Interdominion Championships is a series that isAfter furtherquestlgns, the mlnlster stated: _
recognised as a major event for harness racing. Itis held'onc%lgft‘g gjfgggrfto;(ija?l!r\llgehgrsesaatl)cljetct)oHvsgnrlfstitﬁay(ijl[ljg \SeAérltf?Vr\;g Srf/
every seven years in South Australia, and ObV'QUSIV It 0 do so. However, there is no commitment of a financial nature from
classed as the equivalent of the Melbourne Cup in harneggvernment.

racing terms. Private sponsorship and government fundin armess Racing SA wrote to Maior Events some time ago
has enabled this event to be hosted by South Australia. 9 J 9

Without government assistance for the 2005 Interdominionseeking the funding required to ensure that the Interdominion

: - : ] : s brought to South Australia. Major Events wrote back and
gr;%?hagﬁlsntr\évl(iaawnl see a high profile sporting event lost tdsaid that there was no funding for any event other than those

Mr Brokenshire: What are we going to get? Anything? already programmed until the year 2005. H.owever, Majqr
The Hon. D.C kOTZ' Well. we are goiﬁg fo get. Events was quite happy to offer harness racing a spot on its

absolutely nothing. The previous Liberal governmen\vz}’/eb site if it wanted advertising and promotion of this event.

managed to encourage many different events into Sou ell thank you very much, Major Events and government,
Australia, and make sure that there was economic benefit th it the racing industry has some wonderful web sites 't.se.lf
underpinned the economic stability that we brought to Soutﬁlnd is quite capable of ensuring that the Interdominion, if it
Australia, but the continual loss of these events to Soutfy,"€/d here in Adelaide, has enough promotion through those
Australia is something that we all will regret in the future, not>1tes: And, considering that Major Events is going down the
only in terms of economic benefits but also the huge benefitréJbe rather qu!ckly beca'use itseems to be losing more major
to the racing industry, particularly the Interdominion. The®VeNnts thanitis iupportlng, Wh,? would look on the_web site
National Harness Racing Authority needs a guarantee b f Major Events? To see what~ Thaghalf of the things that
October this year that South Australia is financially capabl sed to be there are no longer therg. . )
of hosting the 2005 Interdominion, or it will be allocated to Ve talk about Major Events wanting to assist by offering
another state. The government could well underwrite thaltS Web site. How does the minister say he will assist? If he
guarantee under conditions of its choice. But to categorically@" help in any way, quite obviously, he will do so. No part
walk away without any negotiation about supporting thisof nothing is still nothing. However, the minister offered to
event is arrogance of an unbelievable proportion. ta}ke hlmsglf to Globe Derby Park on Interdominion cham-
Harness racing in South Australia provides annual fundin@oNShip night and present the cup. o _
to the national pool of funding over a seven-year period. This Mr Brokenshire: Why? So he can get his picture in the
funding then comes back to the state hosting the IntefP@per?
dominion. South Australia’s harness racing will have The Hon.D.C. KOTZ: That is exactly right. So, the
committed some $450 000 to the national pool. Southminister will help harness racing if the Interdominion is
Australian harness racing will lose this huge investment iforought here, without his financial support, and he will be
this event is lost. Harness racing itself will feel a severewilling to go out to Globe Derby Park, stand on the track,
impact if this icon of harness racing is not brought to thismake a big announcement to the crowd and happily pass on
state. South Australia could well lose much more than thé&e winning cup to the owners and trainers of the winning
$450 000 that harness racing is investing in this. Harneggorses. That just about takes the cake. This minister is not
racing itself could be well and truly devastated as a racingvilling to offer assistance but he is willing to take some
code, with the major impetus created by an Interdominiorkudos on the night. He is willing to offer nothing in assist-
series being removed from its calendar. ance but he will shake the hands of the winners, and he will
Of course, at present it is necessary for harness racinge made to feel good on the night because he can present the
itself to make sure its sponsorship drive is well and trulywinning cup without giving one dollar to assist harness racing
under way—which it is—but the minister picks this particular maintain the Interdominion here in South Australia. That is
moment to suggest that there will be absolutely no fundingo farcical and so arrogant that it is unbelievable.
to assist the Interdominion. Members can imagine that the There were many different areas under my responsibility
racing industry itself is out there seeking sponsorship fromwhere major cuts were made across the board in the budget.
a host of businesses and private enterprise support to put é&m the Department for Administrative and Information
this event, but the government is saying that there is no wagervices, apart from several millions of dollars that were
it will support this event financially in South Australia. What taken out in other areas, savings efficiencies totalled
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$27.386 million. That is nearly $30 million of savings been tracking very closely to the national employment levels.
initiatives which, of course, are cuts from the entire budgetUntil the Labor party got into office we have seen a re-

But | think this is the area that concerned me most. | havénvigoration of infrastructure projects. The only infrastructure
representative responsibility in the House of Assembly foproject this government has is the airport development which
Aboriginal affairs, and | have never been so disgusted in myve had tied up. However, sadly we saw September 11 and
life as when | saw the minister sit there and not be able té\nsett, and the subsequent collapse of that project. | give
answer the financial questions asked of him because theyedit to and support this government in its hopefully
were too embarrassing for him to answer, and that is that thiacilitating the redevelopment of the airport. If you talk to
savings initiatives created in the state Aboriginal affairspeople in the construction industry, you learn that very little
budget cut $2.852 million over a four year period fromis happening other than re-announced projects, which do not
essential services, which is what the Department of Aboereate jobs and help to keep a vibrant economy. | know that
riginal Affairs is all about. This is not about cutting health or in a state like South Australia you must keep your eye on the
education or adding money into those areas, but aboutall when it comes to economic indicators. We watched them
essential services. and tracked them, and we were not happy with them from

Time expired. 1993, when we came into office, until about 1997, because

the state was then known as a basket case. Fortunately, it

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Irise in response to the turned around and from 1997 the trend indicators clearly
Appropriation Bill, the estimates committee and in a sense ashowed that South Australia was back on track.
an address in reply to the budget. First, | was disappointed We have now seen four or five years of sustainable
with the lack of answers from the Minister for Police and growth. However, what worries me now is that this govern-
Treasurer. | have expressed concern since the Treasurengnt's budget papers, for the second year (the second budget
appointment as police minister because, having had thg&e government has brought down), show that the government
privilege of being police minister for 3% years, | know that anticipates in the forward estimates an increase in unemploy-
you need to rally your colleagues around you to get increasagient and a reduction in economic growth, and those two
budgets in policing. How do you rally your colleagues aroundactors—(a) a reduction in job opportunities, and (b) a
you when you are a Treasurer who takes pride in pulling inreduction in economic growth—equal (c) an economy which
the purse strings at a time when you do not have to pull theris at best flat and probably worse than that, a negative
quite as tight as this Treasurer is and at a time when the Sou#itonomy. That is pretty sad, because the community of South
Australian community is crying out for more police officers? Australia deserves better, but they will not get it when a
In fact, tomorrow in the parliament several hundred petitiongjovernment does not know how to prioritise; they will not get
will be tabled from people who want to see this governmenit when a government is driven by a couple of selected
get real when it comes to law and order initiatives. people; and they will not get it when a government makes its

This government is not a tough on law and order governeconomic and strategic planning the night before based on
ment, as it wishes to project. This government is a plastigvhat story it can get on the front page of thevertiser the
government that lacks substance. Whilst some elements of tfigllowing day. That is what it is about.
media will continue to assist the government in getting afalse This government gets very nervous if it goes a couple of
message out to the South Australian community, | antays without a front page story or without a lead story in the
confident that within the next year or thereabouts the absolut@edia. So, it sits up, reinvents itself and says, ‘What do the
majority of the South Australian community will see through public want us to say?’ and then goes to the media. That is
this plastic government. | feel for those people who are nohot leadership: leadership is sometimes about telling the truth;
ministers in this government, because | know that they are isometimes it is about saying things people do not want to
touch with their electorates to a reasonable degree. They ahear; and sometimes it is about very hard and real decisions
very disappointed with this cabinet, although not so much thevhich may be unpopular at the time but which are in our
whole of the cabinet because | have quite high regard folong-term best interests.
some ministers in the cabinet. This cabinet is a Clayton’s | feel for those Labor Party backbenchers who are
cabinet, and only a couple of people in the whole of thispassionate about their electorates, because they know deep
government have any say. It is all media driven. in their heart that those three things are not happening with

You only have to listen in the corridors around in this this government. As a thinking journalist said to me, ‘Robert,
parliament. Being a younger member, | have been privilegedarliament can legislate; that's easy but, if you haven't got
enough to have been here for a couple of terms, and | nothe police out there on the beat to actually manage, imple-
have more drive, adrenalin and energy than | probably havenent and police that legislation, it's not worth the paper it's
ever had. | am interested to note that, when you listen in theritten on.’ That is true, and the South Australian community
corridors now, you hear for the first time backbenchers in thés starting to see that right now. | asked the minister, ‘Can
Labor Party openly admitting that they are not confidentyou tell me why there were 31 police officers off general
about the government's direction, and they are worried aboygatrols?’ A general patrol is there to answer the call of the
its lack of strategy and real substance. They are worried abogbmmunity at less than a minute’s notice when they need
it, and so they should be. assistance. That is what a general patrol is about.

The community is the even more worried. Let us talk It does not matter how clever or sophisticated, how
about the economy for a moment. We no longer have a Statetelligence-based or information technology-based the police
Bank disaster. | remind the parliament that that was thare: the No. 1 priority is that the community want to see blue
largest single corporate loss in Australia’s history. Indeed, irshirts out there, and they want to see them there quickly. In
real terms it is probably even as big as the HIH collapseny own area, we have the Office for the South, which the
today, some 10 years down the track. That has been fixethinister himself admitted was a political decision—not a
That is not there any longer. Until now we have had fourdecision to assist my community, but a political decision
years of successive growth. For a couple of years we hav@ecause the community said that they had had enough of the
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smoke and mirrors in 1993 and wiped out the Labor Partyof a small budget that is not even worth about $3 million a
That is why the government brought in the Minister for theyear was cut.

Southern Suburbs; it was not because the community really The government says that it knows how to prioritise, yet
needed a Minister for the Southern Suburbs to deliver. it spent $1.8 million on a minister who claims that he is an

| have a high regard for the Minister for the Southernindependent minister. I have not seen any independence since
Suburbs, but he is powerless. | cannot even ask the minist8 joined cabinet, and he has kept other Labor members out
a question in this place unless it is handballed to anothe®f cabinet. If this party gets back into office for a second
minister, and if members have a lookHnsard, they will ~ term, the Premier has signed an agreement that this minister
see the record. In my own local service area 31 officers argan have a second term. Loyal backbench Labor members:
off general patrols, backfilling into CIB and tactical response?eware! They were able to find $1.8 million with a click of
before they have even been given the opportunity to qualihg“e'r fingers, but they cut the volunteer budget. | say let us
through to CIB rank. There are two probationary constable8ave less from the mouth and more real monetary support for
in the one car, | am told. Not only that, even before they ardhese people; the $465 000, the one in three volunteers. They
trained and qualified in pursuit driver training, they ared@re passionate about this state and their community, but what
having to do pursuit driving. Two PCs together! | feel for d0 they getin return? A cut in their budget.
those officers. Kadina is short eight officers and Cedunais ! turn now to gambling. | appreciate the work that the

short five officers because those positions have not beé{inister for Social Justice tries to do, but again from my
filled. observations she does not have a big voice in cabinet. | asked

some reasonable questions of the Minister for Gambling. |

| asked the Treasurer one simple question: how MANY as the first minister for gambling, something of which | am
police graduations will take place at the Police Academy in ry proud because it is an issue that needs to be addressed.

Y
?
the state between 1 July and 1 December 2003? That wasg g‘aid to the Minister for Gambling, ‘Minister, your Treasurer

pretty elementary question, to which | think the answer Shas ripped $35 million more out of the gaming industry alone.

zero, because | do not think there is a graduation betweepe” me how much money out of that $35 million are you
now and 1 December 2003. Do you know what the Treasur% y Y

- - putting into research for problem gamblers? How much
?
said? He started to prattle on about how many they are goi oney are you putting into Break Even, given that you were

to recruit. That is not of interest to the community of South . -
Australia when they need police assistance now. It is not Ol?appy to come out with an announcement, jointly funded by

interest to police officers who are stressed and overworkec\ﬁlc ﬁ eﬁl:ts ég:%ﬂ:géﬂigﬁigﬂgé%‘ e?\rt]s fgtrf:,ar"(grr]gaglljsggg nﬁt
Itis not of interest to the families of those police officers who y 9

. . . . the copyright from Victoria, because you are going to get
see their husbands and wives bring the job home because th re demand on Break Even? How much more money did

have had to do twice the load. If the government is serioui U put into food hampers for the kids, wives and husbands
about law and order, when the State Bank debacle has be %o are starving at night because people have a gambling

L . X . . W
fixed by the Liberal governmentin partnership with the SOUthaddiction? How much more money are you putting in out of
Australian community, and this government now has dhe $35 million? Maybe $1 million? Maybe the $34 million
surplus left to it—then, if it has half a brain as agovernmentyou ut into o-ur w)a/r chest for thé neit election. but how
it \_NiII getits priorit_ies right and recruit more poli_ce, but sadly abouﬁ $1 milli)z)n this year to help those families, a’s | have in
this government is m.ore focused on the media. o my electorate kids who are not getting breakfast in the
lam prqud and privileged to.be the shadOV\( minister formorning because, sadly, one of the members of their family
police, having had the opportunity of representing the policgyas 5 gambling problem?’ The only answer | could get from
as the Liberal minister for 5% years, and | will continue to batne Minister for Gambling was that it was the responsibility
for the police and call for support for them, because they the Minister for Social Justice. Where is the whole of
deserve it. It does not matter how good your hospitals angovernment approach? It is not there and it is appalling.
your education system are, if you cannot get a police officef | || touch in the last few minutes on another of my
in your hour of need, if you cannot get the police to protectyortfolios in which | have immense pride: the emergency
you when someone is robbing your home or business afervices portfolio. | refer to the tens of thousands of volun-
assaulting your family, it does not matter how good theieers, men and women, out there 24 hours a day in all the
hospital is if you cannot even make it to the hospital. This isslements protecting life and property. | will touch on the
what this government does not realise, and thatis sad.  emergency services review. | do not oppose further change
I want to touch on a couple of my other portfolios. | refer, if that change is for the better. When in government we made
first, to volunteering. Where would South Australia bechanges, and that is what the community expects. If you do
without volunteers? | am proud to say that my family camenot make changes in government what are you there for?
here in 1840 and loved this state with a passion. | wouldNotwithstanding that, when you make changes they have to
never want to live anywhere else. We have had thousands bE for the better.
volunteers. Whilst | acknowledge that there is bipartisanship | remember what happened in 1987 with St John when it
to a great extent in respect of volunteering, in a year wherwas pushed into the South Australian Ambulance Service—a
we have a surplus budget and when the former Liberadervice of which | am proud. But | am also proud of the St
government has addressed and fixed most of the problemsdehn Ambulance Service. A situation now exists with SAAS
we started the Office of Volunteers and instituted the firstwhere tens of millions of dollars of public money goes into
Minister for Volunteers, and this government has continuegbroviding a similar service to what St John was providing.
with that, the Premier having taken up that portfolio becaus&omeone said to me this week that there are fewer ambulan-
he recognised its importance—guess what happened to tlees in South Australia now than when it was St John—a
budget of the Office of Volunteers for this year? It was cut.volunteer organisation!
We are talking about a minuscule amount. This is a The minister said that he was not prepared to debate the
$7 billion-plus budget, and hundreds of thousands of dollaremergency services review in the budget papers or estimates
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because there was not a budget line, which | dispute. Thaajor parties, namely, the government or the opposition. On
minister also said, ‘You'll have plenty of time all night to quite a few occasions the chair asked questions and | felt that
debate the legislation when it comes in for the emergencin some cases in particular it took away significant question-
services review recommendations to be implemented,” anithg time from the opposition. All those things are still cause
I acknowledge that. But, whilst | am prepared to supporfor concern, in my opinion. At the same time | acknowledge
change if it is right, | am not scaremongering and | am not outhat all the shadow ministers found them to be very beneficial
there in the media attacking the review. | am out there talkingind were able to investigate in much more detail just what the
to the volunteers, but the government is not out there. It ifmplications of this budget are. Also, as someone who served
trying to do a snow job on them. on many of the committees, | continued to learn some of the
Finally, after a great call from my colleagues, the volun-intricacies of the departments. | thank the various departmen-
teers and me, the minister apparently (although | have ndal officials for the amount of work they have done, and
received advice on this) has been generous enough to give parhaps that is the last comment | would make on estimates.
extra 10 days for the volunteers to respond to a 43-pagewonder how many days, weeks or even months of prepara-
review. tion time goes into estimates and, if it is used simply to
There are three or four key things in that review abouprepare answers to possible questions, perhaps some of that
which the volunteers are concerned, and | believe we havetime could be spent in other ways assisting our society and
right as a democratic society and as an opposition, with &outh Australia as a whole.
responsibility to represent the South Australian community | come to some of the specifics. First of all | served on the
and to try to keep a government that purports to be hones§outh Australian Tourism Commission estimates. It disap-
open, and accountable at least a little honest, which is whaaointed me that less money is being spent on tourism now
this government is at best (and the people of South Australihan had been spent previously. | say that because the
are starting to see through that—it is a trickery governmentprevious government decided that as one of the key things it
to ask the government and the minister to tell us what they areould do to help regional areas was to put money towards
on about with the review so that | can relay it to the volun-tourism. | suppose, as a member who represents Yorke
teers. If they are going to dispense with the CFS board, whicReninsula, including the area from Port Wakefield through to
has given them autonomy and protection, why are they ndtlamley Bridge and down to Mallala, | recognise as much as,
putting volunteers on the commission? Tell me about the 48 not more than, the average member the importance of
stations that the review flags will be recommended foitourism. Many years ago when the Yorke Regional Develop-
collocation in the rural and regional areas and the 10 in thenent Board was first established—
peri-urban areas so that at least those people know that that Members interjecting:
may occur. Guarantee to me that, at the end of the day, The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Koutsantonis): Order!
whatever occurs will first and foremost be for the supportof Mr MEIER: —the then chief executive officer of the
the volunteers of the SES, CFS, Surf Life Saving Associatiofboard had a survey undertaken to determine what the key
of South Australia and marine rescue. | am told, ‘Wait untileconomic ingredients were for Yorke Peninsula. When the
the legislation comes in.’ That is not open, honest andeportwas released, it was identified that the most important
accountable, and | will continue to fight for volunteers.  economic ingredient for Yorke Peninsula was Innes National
Time expired. Park. | thought it would have been barley, wheat or some-
thing along an agricultural line, but | was wrong. The chief
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am pleased to have the oppor- executive said that the board wanted to make Innes National
tunity to speak to the budget estimates. | was pleased to haark the most visited park outside the metropolitan area, and
the opportunity to serve on many of the estimates committeda that way all the people in all the towns on Yorke Peninsula
during the past two weeks. | would say at the outset that afterould seek to stop tourists on their way down to Innes, and
20 years now of serving on estimates | am still not happyon their return, and that would help the respective economies.
with the way they operate. | believe we still need to work onHe was 100 per cent right and Innes National Park is the most
them to get them to work in a more streamlined fashionyisited national park outside the metropolitan area of South
although if we are talking about being in a streamlinedAustralia.
fashion | acknowledge that this year, perhaps more than most Our government spent a huge amount of money on helping
years, the government sought to assist the opposition ktp develop that park. One of the key developments was the
saying it would not ask any questions if we were happy to sebitumen road that is now in the park. The previous road was
the estimates conclude a little earlier rather than a little latem nightmare for most of the year, and I travelled on it quite
and that worked on quite a few occasions. The only negativeften. Any tourist who comes to the national park now would
| see there is that some government members also wantedite delighted at not having to suffer damage to their vehicle.
ask questions, and | would never take away from thélhe other thing that the tourism office provided money for
government its right to seek to highlight some of the posiwas the bituminising of the road from Corny Point to Marion
tives. | guess the issue of introductory statements needs to Bay, forming a triangular route for tourists to use. | have
considered, because | believe that ministers can probably gedceived many positive comments along that line. In the
the information out in estimates through answers to questionscinity of $2 million was provided by Tourism SA yet we
rather than in introductory statements. That is particularly sall know from an answer to a question in this house that the
when only half an hour is allocated for a portfolio. If a present tourism minister feels as though it was money that
portfolio has, say, three hours, an introductory statement ishould not have been spent by the Tourism Commission. That
perhaps most applicable, but if in half an hour the best pahows the difference in thinking that occurs now.
of 10 minutes is taken up with an introductory statement then Likewise, our government provided half a million dollars
the amount of questioning is very limited. towards the Dry Land Farming Centre at Kadina. It is a
Another issue that needs to be addressed is the numbermditional centre and | believe that it already equates to the
questions asked by members from other than one of the twioongreach cattle museum in Queensland. | was very interest-



Wednesday 25 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 3515

ed late last year to speak to a busload of people fronit was handpassed to the minister | had originally asked. This
Shepparton in Victoria. A couple of the guys told me that wetroubles me greatly. | can see right now that the government
were not publicising sufficiently the National Dry Land will handball from one minister to the other as it sees fit. | say
Farming Centre at Kadina. They had been all over Australigo all members: let us ensure that that does not happen,
on bus trips over the last few years, and they ranked thbecause it is not what we want.

centre at Kadina as the bestin Australia. They had been to the Subsequent to that, | have also had more farmers contact-
Longreach cattle museum, but thought that the centre &g me and asking for further clarification, because the only
Kadina was far superior. clarification in relation to farm dams or tanks is that they

We have got the best right here in South Australia, ananust be not be filled with SA Water supplied reticulated
that would not have existed without funding from the Southwater. Unless it is being used for domestic or stock consump-
Australian Tourism Commission through the former tourismtion, or firefighting, a permit is required to fill a dam for any
minister. | have complimented the Hon. Joan Hall before, andther reason. How on earth SA Water will find out whether
I compliment her again, for the work she did as minister forit is being used for firefighting or any other reason, | do not
tourism, because she had great foresight in recognising the&ow. | can already see the potential litigious nature of this
importance of tourist dollars being spent in regional anchew tax.
metropolitan areas as the way to attract people to this state. The other matter is that it is clearly identified that water
| ask the government to reconsider its priorities in tourismmust not be used to cool a poultry or piggery shed except by
We all know that maximum money must be spent on healttthe following means: a sprinkler system used between 6 a.m.
and education but, if we do not spend it on making sure thaand 9 p.m. and a fogging system used at any time. Again, that
the rest of our economy ticks over well and efficiently, wemay sound fine, but on some of the nights when the tempera-
will not have additional money for health, education, police ture is stillin excess of 35 degrees at midnight, | just wonder
and the like. what the situation will be if they cannot use a sprinkler

| also served on the committee that considered theystem. Will we have the inspectors going out and looking
estimates of the Department of Further Education, Employfor fowl sheds whose lights are on at night, from where they
ment, Science and Technology, and the shadow minister hasight see a mist coming? This is not what we want.
commented on that area. A lot has been said about TAFE in | know members are aware that, if water restrictions had
the past year and | hope that a better year is forthcoming iheen introduced for the metropolitan area last summer, the
that respect. | was also pleased to be a member of thestimates are that it would have saved the equivalent of half
committees which examined the lines for Planning SA,of one day’s evaporation from the River Murray. That being
Administrative and Information Services, SA Water and thehe case, we would imagine, therefore, that these water
Liquor and Gambling Commission. During the examinationrestrictions, which will apply for the whole of the year, will
of SA Water, | asked a question in relation to the problenmprobably save the better part of one day’s evaporation from
that so many of my farmers are currently facing because dhe River Murray. | am talking here about the people on
the new River Murray water levy, that is, the new Riverreticulated water in built-up areas; | am not referring to the
Murray water tax. Some of my farmers have up to 17 wateirrigators, who will also be affected. We have already heard
meters on their property. | asked the Minister for Administra-from other members as to the potential effect that the water
tive Services (Hon. Jay Weatherill) about this and he saidiestrictions will have in that area.

‘The fundamental answer is that Minister Hill is handling the  This will not be the answer to the Murray’s problems; we
application incidence of the levy’. Immediately | started toall know that. It is simply window dressing. It is a token
suspect that perhaps the government had not worked this ogesture. | guess it will win some hearts and minds, but |
properly. would have thought that the government needed to take much

Unfortunately, | was not a member of the committeemore urgent action, and | hope that it is looking at what new
which examined the River Murray, but Mrs Joan Hall was areservoirs and desalination plants can be built. Yorke
member of that committee and she asked a question on nBeninsula is a classic case where we could have desalination
behalf in relation to the tax on water meters and the massivelants all around the coastline. | asked that question of the
costincrease that farmers will face. In fact, my sums indicatMinister for Administrative Services, and received an answer
that bills in excess of $2 000 will not be unusual and, if thein relation to the difference between the one on Kangaroo
government simply says, ‘We will amalgamate the watelsland and the one that is proposed for the Todd Reservoir.
meters,’ | indicate that farmers could lose up to $1 000 peHowever, no mention was made as to whether proposals are
year by having to pay for a higher rate of water once theyn hand for other areas.
have used the base rate of 125 kilolitres. In his answer itwas The government has to be forward thinking in this area,
very interesting to hear Minister Hill indicate that, amongstbecause Yorke Peninsula is already short of water. | have for
other things, the first levy will not be collected until October. many years now found that new developments are not eligible
He said, ‘So we have several months to sort through some ébr reticulated water. Residents can only have water from
the issues that have become contentious.’ their rainwater tanks, and that is totally unacceptable.

I do not think it is a good thing to introduce a new tax  There are many areas that | would like to touch on, but
when you do not know how it will operate. | see the issue ofperhaps | will return to tourism for my final comments. | was
crown lands being revisited, because the government brougektremely upset to see on page 29 of tod#dsertiser an
that in without knowing what was what. Then the member forarticle headed ‘Cost to insure takes puff out of rail tourism’.
Morialta went further on my behalf and sought informationThe article talks about the heritage railway groups across
in relation to farmers who wanted to wash their machinerySouth Australia that are facing a looming public liability
and what the situation is regarding farmers filling their boomcrisis, and | thought, ‘Hang on, we have heard it all before.’
sprays so that they can spray their crops against pests and\e heard it a year ago, when some of these trains were to
on. The minister indicated that that is really in the hands obtop operating—when trains such as the Yorke Peninsula Rail
the minister who oversees SA Water, the Hon. Jay Weatherilfrom Wallaroo to Bute did stop operating; and when the Pichi
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Richi train stopped operating but was then rescued for onbecause they have not being doing their job properly, and that
year. We heard the Treasurer in this house screaming out ebuld be for one of two reasons.
us that the legislation he had introduced would now provide Perhaps itis because members opposite are lazy in terms
the opportunity for public liability insurance to be capped,of their work in scrutinising the budget, or perhaps it is
and that it would not continue to hurt the way that it had beerbecause they are just not up to it; and that is the very reason
hurting. And what has happened a year later? Zero! We willvhy members opposite are in opposition as opposed to being
have these railways closing again. in government. | do not believe that the term ‘arrogant’ can
Where is the tourism minister? | am afraid that the statenecessarily be directed at our government because, certainly,
government will have to come in and help with respect to thet is the very reason why members opposite find themselves
public liability for these tourist trains. If the government hason those benches as opposed to being on this side of the
to insure for the immediate few years to come, so be it. Buchamber. | did find interesting today the contribution made
let us see some real investment in tourism, because therelig the member for Unley. | must admit to being very sad
nothing like a decent tourist trade to help attract people to aduring the week because | actually like the member for
area. People want things to do, and that is one thing thainley.
provides an excellent opportunity. Other states have managed | think that he has been done over by members on the
to overcome these problems. | believe that we got a lot outther side: he should be sitting further up the front bench. It
of the estimates committees. It is a pity that this was not seemed to me for a little while that he was going to hop into
more positive budget as far as the future of South Australidis car which, | am sure, is now compliant, and drive off into
is concerned. | trust that the government will listen to whathe sunset. The reality is that, with tonight’s performance, he
the opposition is saying and, hopefully, make corrections ins back. | did not agree with what he had to say but his
the coming months. performance was such that he is back. He is a bit like Dame
Nellie Melba: he has made a comeback and I think that the
Mr CAICA (Colton): The estimates process has beemarliament will be better for it. Your side will be better for it,
very tedious, and this debate is continuing that tediougecause you cannot afford to lose the member for Unley.
process. Something in the vicinity of 20 members will be  An honourable member: Are you talking about the
speaking for 20 minutes, generally, about the difficultiesmember for Unley?
associated with the estimates process which, in itself, is Mr CAICA: | am talking about the member for Unley.
painful. That has me reflecting on the virtues of the estimateFonight, he talked about the budget and listening to the
process within this parliament. | believe it is extremelygovernment. He suggested that, in the times of premier Olsen
important that the opposition has the opportunity to scrutinisand premier Brown, they did not do anything. I think that he
the decisions of the government, whether that be through thailed to mention the tenure of premier Kerin as well, which
estimates process or through the committee structure. It is a bit surprising, given that, during the week, he said that he
extremely important, and it is important that time is useds 100 per cent behind the Leader of the Opposition, as are all
effectively and in such a way that it extracts that scrutiny. members opposite. | am sure that he is a little disappointed
I think that there are ways in which the estimates systenthat he did not mention that fact. However, it was a wonderful
can be improved because, over the last week, it has beerparformance by the member for Unley, and | am glad that
little like drawing teeth. | believe that there are ways in whichtonight he has shown that he is well and truly back.
we can improve the system. However, having said that, | do | will not hold up members for very long, because it is a
not think that our government is doing things a great dealittle like adding salt to an injury to go through this process.
differently than what has been done for a period of time. [There is no doubt that the estimates process needs improve-
find it very interesting to hear the opposition members usenent, particularly in relation to the opposition doing its work,
terms such as ‘arrogant’ and ‘not having the ability to askoy asking proper questions and using the time more effective-
questions’, when, indeed, my recollections of times past—anly than has been the case at this time. One thing that annoyed
I know that | have been here for only two estimates periods—ne more than anything else during the last week was the talk
is that not a great deal has changed and, if anything, it is By the opposition about the long-winded manner in which
continuation of a process that needs to be reviewed. government ministers responded to questions. It seemed to
I find it a bit much to have 20 speakers from the other sidene that the way in which many of the questions were asked
of the chamber (I understand that that is the number ofvas nothing more than an opportunity for those in opposition
members who intend to speak) talking about some of thasking the questions to do some political grandstanding.
inadequacies which they perpetuated whilst they were in So, as opposed to studying the budget and looking at a
government. As | said, whilst | was not here four or five yearsdoudget line, it was more an opportunity to ask political
ago, | do recall sitting and watching estimates, and | oftemuestions, which were in the form of political grandstanding
reflect why | might have been doing that given the fact thatand were not based on any budget line. We heard questions
I am here now. It seemed that, in those days, there were ontiaat were as long as the opening statements and, by the time
a limited number of questions. You might have threea question was asked, we had forgotten it because there was
opposition members who could ask three questions each asd much political grandstanding in the process. There are
that would be it. ways by which we can improve the process, and | certainly
| do not believe that when the present opposition was ibelieve that the structures of the parliament need to be
government it allowed a proper scrutiny of its budgets. Weestablished in such a way that they scrutinise the executive
hear the word ‘arrogant’ and we hear members say that weecision making of government. We know that that ought be
are not allowing them to do what they believe is their job. Ithe case in the estimates committee structure. So, we should
suggest that if members opposite are upset at the processitrk collectively towards ensuring that we can use the time
might be because they are not using the time as effectively ggoperly and more effectively, so that there can be scrutiny
they could. They actually want to lay a hit, and if they areof the executive decision making of the government, which
cranky because they have not been able to lay hits it isdo not think we are doing well at the moment.
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We talk about trying to circumvent the process, and thapresently before the house. Your ruling earlier today was that
is why | am annoyed about the contributions that have beesuch matters could not be referred to in debate.

made by the opposition tonight. It seems to me that, frommy  The SPEAKER: | did not hear what the member for
recollection of the historical aspects of the Public WOkaSChubert was Saying but, if he was quo[ing what came from
Committee, for example, during the previous term thean estimates committee rather than from a second reading
opposition, the then government, used everything in its powediebate, he is entitled to do so in order to ensure that what he
to circumvent some of the processes that allowed decisiong saying about the point made by the honourable member
of the executive to be scrutinised by the Public Worksyhom he is quoting is clearly understood by the house.
Committee. So, itis a little like people living in glasshouses However, he cannot refer to another member’s speech in this
I stand by the fact that this government is open, accountabligebate by quoting it.

and transparent. However, certainly, | believe that this Mr RAU: | am not sure, and | apologise in advance

government is more than willing to look at the estimateS,ecause | do not understand the rules properly. However, if
process and other processes to ensure not only that that po rns out that the matter that was raised yesterday, | think

is reinforced but that there is a greater level of accountablhty{] question time or before question time, by the member for

and transparency, which is to the benefit of the people OUnIey in fact is the same matter to which the member for
South Au;tralla. ] Schubert is now alluding, would it be in order for him to raise
As | said, | do not want to take up too much time, becausgnat matter given that, as I understood it, the member for

I believe that tonight's session is adding salt to the injury ofyn|ey raised a privileges matter which was to be dealt with
what was a very tedious estimates process that is certainly i§}, way of a resolution?

need of review and improvement. | know that, as a collective, The SPEAKER: The member for Enfield makes an

Lh|s Og'jsci)t\i/c()arr]nr};eorll(t :{'”\;V;c;p?:]ucyhi\g;]t hwtgecasﬁﬁfnor:o?/fe tthheeinteresting hypothetical point, but because it is hypothetical
PP ’ y P | cannot say whether or not it is orderly. The chair must

estimates process. | reinforce the point that | appreciate ﬂ'kqmply pay attention and make sure that there is not a breach
contribution of the member for Unley in the Public Works of standing orders

Committee. | am thankful that he is back. Clearly, tonight he .
has reviewed his decision quite favourably and will not pack . Mr VENNING: | apologise if | have transgressed the
up the things in his locker and go. He wiil not hop into hisstandmg. ordgrs, but | have never heard .such an arrogant
now compliant car and drive off into the sunset. outburstin thls house in my 13 years. That is topped off only
by the previous comment he made last July, when he said
Mr VENNING (Schubert): | commend the member for ‘You do not have the moral fibre to go back on your promis-

Colton on his speech. I did note his comments regarding thgS: @nd | have.” So, I cannot believe this arrogant outburst.
member for Unley, and | do enjoy being on the Public WorksWhatis the point of holding sgch estimates committees if the
Committee under the member for Colton's leadership, but [€@surer, the man responsible for the purse strings of the
was concerned to hear the member's remarks about arr§tate; has such an attitude towards the processes of this
gance. | have been in this place for 13 years and | have ng@'liament? What hope do we have of convincing those we
seen the likes of the arrogance that we have seen in this plaggve that we are acting in their best interests? This is just a
in the past couple of months. Throughout my speech | will t urther Qemonstratlon of the arrogance of the Treasurer—
to contain my anger, and that of my electors, but | a omething he, unfortunately, demonstrated to us all. We also

incensed over the budget and over the recent carry-on in th ard from all the ministers during the estimates committees
house. In a moment | will discuss how the budget, which j€R0ut unspent moneys. | was very aggrieved to hear that the

mean-spirited and without compassion, adversely affects 9§inister for Health had $6 million or $7 million unspent in
many people in my electorate and across the state. her budget. That would have half-built the new Barossa

First, however, | wish to bring to the attention of the househOSp'tal’ butit had to go back to Treasury. What really got up

the pathetic manner in which the estimates were conducte 1y NOSe€ 1S that | understand the Treasurer kept his budget,

. -he did not have to hand it back. | wonder what the other
We are constantly being told that the Labor government Irpinisters thought about that. What hypocrisy and arrogance!

streamlining the process, making government more transp X . .
ent and accountable, but from where I sit nothing could b}wonder how that will stand up at the end of the financial

further from the truth. In the past two weeks we have ha _ i i

estimates hearings that have been treated with disdain, and \We saw, yet again, the grandstanding on his statement that
thus our parliamentary process has been treated with disda§ had cut his department’s spending by 11 per cent. | heard
and contempt. | quote the Treasurer, Mr Foley, in his opening1at Statement on the radio; | thought, ‘Gee, that's a grand

remarks to Estimates Committee B on 17 June. | read thesdatement. 11 per cent is a fair cut’ But what is the cut?
comments myself and | could not— Nothing! He has increased it by $3 million. Not only do we

Members interjecting: get such arrogance but also dishonesty. This is a prima donna

i o carrying on here. | mix in this place and move around the
MrVENNING: Everyone els_e has been heard in SllenceCorridors, and | hear comments from both sides of the
Am | offending you or something? | casually read thes

) ; ; arliament. | hear about the unrest from the backbench—on
words when | picked up the committee report and | just coul he other side, as much as this side. No-one likes a prima
not believe what | was reading. It states: '

S _ _donna, particularly when the words *You can’t be trusted,
_ The opposition is free to ask whatever questions the oppositioand ‘Treating this place with disdain’, are used. | wonder
wishes to ask and | as minister will choose to answerwhatquestlor]?pon whom the Treasurer is modelling himself. | think he
| choose to answer. :
wants the toughness of John Olsen, but the resoluteness of
These are the words of the Treasurer! Stephen Baker, a former treasurer, because he must admire
Mr SNELLING: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. him. But, in order to be like this, you must have some
The member for Schubert is referring to debate which icredibility.
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I have been doing estimates committees for over 13 yearthe funding of vital services that are tied to federal funding.
They have degenerated to such an extent that it is noMot only do you cut the money, but you also double the effect
bordering on a farce. | know most members have highlightetéecause you forfeit the federal funds that go with it. | think
this tonight, and we must now deal with this. Times have$3 million was the short-term figure. Not only do you lose
been cut back to a minimum. We are lucky to get in threghat money from the federal government (the extra
guestions per member per session; and when the governméi# million), but you also change the formula for next time.
is asking its own questions, when we have highly paid publi¢ cannot believe how short-sighted that is; it is bloody-
servants sitting in here, it could only be described as a farceninded, to say the least.

Estimates is all about the opposition asking probing ques- There have been cuts to treatment for autism. A lad of four
tions. What sort of probing question will you get from a years of age who suffers from severe autism lives in Tanunda.
government member? This has been the practice of the pastWe are told at length that the only way to handle autism is to
every government has done this. | think it is time to addrestreat children before the age of five. What has the government
this situation. It is time to say, ‘Hang on, let’s cut back done? It has cut funding for autism treatment for children
estimates times by half and only have questions from thender five. So, my constituents now take their young four
opposition.’ year old from Tanunda all the way to Adelaide one or two

I will give minister Holloway credit because he did stop times a week for this treatment. This is a cold, hard, callous
questions from the government side so the opposition gotact. People have children with disabilities and there, but for
fair go. That was appreciated, and | think it ended up ahe grace of God, go I. These people are trying to do the right
constructive day. He did a fair job. | wonder how long we canthing but this government is making it very hard. Today, we
go on without the Legislative Council’s becoming involved. also heard what is happening at the Cora Barclay Centre. All
We have Legislative Councillors as ministers sitting in here| can say is that the government has drawn a brumby with this
so why can Legislative Councillors not sit on the benches andne, because it has come back right in its face.
prop up the numbers? It is high time we addressed that as | am very concerned about roads and, as we have heard
well. In my early days of estimates committees—and | havérom some of my colleagues, five of us toured the Outback—
chaired several of them—we normally adjourned at 10 p.m. The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What about Barton Road?
or 9.30 p.m. The latest one | was on was 7.30 p.m. l wonder Mr VENNING: | have not heard much about Barton
where we are going with all this? Road lately. | think you have given up on that. Is your mob

I will now address my main concerns, and those of thenot delivering for you? | thought that would have been the
people | represent—the 24 000 people who live in thdirst thing they did. They have creamed you. Anyway, they
electorate of Schubert. Through my electorate office | havare creaming the Outback. There has been a huge degradation
seen an increasing stream of people who have been affectefithe roads, so much so that now people are flying rather
adversely by what | can only describe as a mean, devioutan driving—in fact, we flew—because the roads are
budget. packing up. After the successful Year of the Outback, tourism

I call it devious because the Treasurer and his razor gangentures and other things, why would you want to cut the
have made cuts or increased charges in areas that he thouglrids for gangs working on the Outback roads? The member
we would not find—things that they believed would affectfor Giles is here, and she has a lot of these roads in her patch.
only a small minority of people. But let me tell the Treasurerl cannot believe how silly this is. For the few dollars
that he has managed to find a way to upset many people anvolved, | cannot believe that this goes unchecked on the
a range of issues that they hold dear to their heart. He magther side of this house.
have thought he was making cuts to or increasing the cost of In my electorate of Schubert we have a brand new road,
something he finds trivial but, to them, it makes a world ofGomersal Road, which has been extremely well received, and
difference. The first matter | raise is the high hopes that mypeople are very thankful for it. But now we have a problem
constituents had— of moving the traffic from the point where Gomersal Road

Ms Thompson interjecting: intersects the Barossa Valley Way in Tanunda: we need to

Mr VENNING: Sir, there is an undercurrent of noise. | disperse the traffic around the community. We now have
did not interrupt the previous speakers and there is nois@terconnecting roads and we have accidents and fatalities—
coming from across the chamber. | am not provokingand again the other night—because tourist traffic and heavy
anybody, and the continuous noise is just bad manners. trucks do not mix. We have to separate them where possible.

Members interjecting: We also have problems with our bridges. As | said before,

The SPEAKER: Order! these bridges are designed to carry trucks of eight to

Mr VENNING: There were high hopes in my electorate 12 tonnes, and we are putting 45 tonnes over them. What do
that there would be further funding to progress a new Barossgou think will happen? You do not need to be Einstein to
hospital, but there was no mention of it and nothing waswvork that out. They are propping them up as best they can,
mentioned in estimates, either. The waiting lists in ourbut there will be an accident. | do not want to say, ‘I told you
country hospitals are increasing. There was some expectatian, but you cannot expect the councils to spend the millions
under the previous government that we would have a renalf dollars required. As | said before, the Barossa is leading
dialysis unit in the country areas and that need is nowhe economy in this state. It is booming, its progress is
increasing. People living in the Barossa have to travel tdooming, and the transport movements are huge. We have to
Adelaide three or four times a week for the vital service ofkeep up with it and provide safe and adequate infrastructure
renal dialysis. | welcome the fact that the local Lions groupto keep up with this. However, we are not; we are right
in the Barossa last week took this on as a major project, angehind with it.
we will be asking the Minister for Health to assist with that. ~ As | said before, | am blessed with some great schooals,

In regard to the home and community service funding—both public and private. | have one of the best public schools
and we have a very strong home and community service uniih the state in the Nuriootpa High School, and | want this
in the Barossa—I cannot believe that the government can cgbvernment to give it priority. It has a fabulous wine
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education program. Some members will be invited to aheir departments but also it really is an opportunity for us all
function in parliament house where they will be able to come¢o make a contribution.
along and enjoy the barramundi that is grown at this high | note that some members on both sides of the house have
school, drink the magnificent wine that is made at this higlquestioned the value of the estimates committees. | listened
school, and eat food cooked and served by hospitalityery closely to the member for Colton, who did have some
students. It is a great school and its curriculum is jusimportant points of reflection on the process. | agree, in a
tremendous, and we need to pay it the highest accoladsense, that the estimates and the estimates process play a very
Surely the government could recognise this and give itmportant part although, of course, there are areas of dis-
reasonable facilities. Other schools—particularly privateagreement with the reflections of the member for Colton. |
schools—have come along and copied the syllabus, pickeabree with the member for Bragg that things can always be
up the ideas and run with them themselves and built their owdone better, and | believe the member for Colton said that as
facilities. Poor old Nuriootpa high, which has done all thewell.
work for 30 years, is still languishing in a couple of old | have been in this place for almost 10 years, and have
garages, whereas the other schools have fantastic new wia&vays been involved in the education estimates. In the past,
facilities. It is hardly fair. when we were in government (not that long ago and,
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: hopefully, it will not be too long before we are returned to
Mr VENNING: | personally invite you to come to my government, because the public does deserve a good govern-
electorate and | will show you what we did in eight years.ment), the estimates committees commenced at 11 a.m. and
You tell me what you have done in 14 months. Nothing!finished at 10 p.m. As the member for Bragg said in her
Absolutely nothing! Not a thing. contribution, we now have 4% hours. Comments have been
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: made about whether we should sit for so long or whether
Mr VENNING: You think of one project. Tell me one. members of the Legislative Council should be involved in the
The SPEAKER: Order! It is not proper for the member estimates committees. Some have commented about the
for Schubert to reflect on the chair like that. It is not my usefulness of having the public servants involved in coming
responsibility to do anything. to the estimates committees and providing all the answers.
Mr VENNING: Sorry, sir; | was not reflecting on you. Some would say that that is not money well spent, but |
| was reacting to an interjection which is out of order. | alsodisagree. You cannot just look at what happens in this place:
want to discuss the police in our small communities. They arghe whole process of gathering information, trying to prepare
very valued and we need them, particularly in as ondor the questions that will be asked and, of course, the
policeman is being shared between two or three smalfjuestions on notice, is important and part of the accountabili-
communities. | also want to talk about the matter of carty process of parliament and government. | believe that that
registrations. They have gone up hugely. Country people haveas value in itself, because the value is not only set on the
no choice but to have at least two cars in their family. Theactual examination in this place, which is no different from
cost of registration has gone through the roof. If you put tha@ny examination: all the work that takes place beforehand is
on top of the cost of fuel, it is massive. of value, and the work that takes place after the examination
To finish off, | want to discuss the River Murray levy. is also of value.
When that came out, | thought, ‘This is a beauty!’ because | If you measure things only in economic terms, you might
do not think the government realised that farmers have moreot see the value. However, parliament and the democratic
than one meter. The day after the budget, | got on ABC radigrocess cannot be solely measured in economic terms. If we
at Port Pirie and said, ‘I don't think that the Treasurerdid that, we would reduce the number of members of
understands that most farmers have more than one metgarliament, we would reduce the number of departments, and
Will he tax us so much per meter? | know that some peopl&ve—

have 14 or 15 meters. Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
Ms Breuer: That's sorted out! Mr SCALZI: My colleague is correct: we do notwant a
The SPEAKER: Order! reduction in representation, and we do not want departments

Mr VENNING: That is not sorted out, as the member fornot being able to provide answers to all the questions that are
Giles says, because, if you try to bulk them up, you pay dightly asked during the estimates committee hearings. Those
penalty. In each of your meters you have an excess wat@pportunities must be provided. There is no question that the
level and, as soon as you get into excess water, you go fropfocess can be done better. | note that it is 11.25p.m,;
42¢ to $1 a kilolitre. If you bulk them up, instead of having perhaps we can organise our days better. We can organise the
16 excess waters, you have one. Also, it is the same with thguestioning process better; as the member for Colton rightly
leakage allowance. If you have 16 meters, you havéaid, there is no question that it could be reviewed—and it
16 individual leakage allowances—one every 10 yeargnust be reviewed so that we can do a better job.

However, if you bulk them up, you have one. In some | would like to reflect on the comments about the arro-
instances, it is impossible to bulk them up. This is justgance of the Treasurer. | disagree with some of my col-
another issue like the Crown lease issue. It has not bedfagues. When they say that the Treasurer has been arrogant
thought through. 1 will be interested to see how the Treasureh government, | believe they are only half right, because the
will work out who will receive the one bulked up water bill. Treasurer was arrogant in opposition as well. | can vouch for
| am very concerned about this matter, as | am with manyhat, because | was on the receiving end. However, if | can
other issues in my electorate. be truly objective, the Treasurer and some of the current
ministers have been less arrogant towards me since | have

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): 1, too, will take the opportunity been in opposition. | do not understand why. Every time |
to reflect on the estimates committees or, should | say, thesed to get up to speak, minister Conlon (in opposition) used
examination process of the budget. Not only is it the examinto say to me, ‘Enjoy your last six months’; now he refers to
ation process that examines the government, the ministers antk as the Lion of Hartley.
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Another problem with this government is the way in had been called in and she told me that the police had told her
which it has arranged its ministries. We have difficulty that they do not have the numbers to do the job. The police

working out who is responsible for what. told her, ‘See your local member.
Mr Caica interjecting: The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: This only happened in the past
Mr SCALZI: 1hopeitisn’'t one of those spaghetti charts 14 months?

that they did in the federal parliament. Mr SCALZI: | will not say that.
Mr Caica interjecting: Ms Rankine: When did it start?

Mr SCALZI: 1 will look forward to receiving help from Mr SCALZI: | respect the member for Wright as she
the member for Colton. The arrogance began in the last yeavent to school with me at Campbelltown, but she has this
before they got into government. The problem with thiswrong. The problem is that this government has been very
arrogance is that it is not only members on this side of th&trong on rhetoric and very short on delivery. When you build
house who have that opinion. | refer to an article in theup public expectation to such an extent, sooner or later you
Advertiser of Saturday 21 June, headed ‘Getting rid of thewill be in trouble, and this government has reached that
empire builders’, by Greg Kelton, which states: credibility level. The message is loud and clear.

Labor cannot expect to escape scrutiny on health, education and | commend the police on the work they do and commend
law and order. Both were made key planks of its election policy andhe Housing Trust on the work it does. As a local member for

have been constantly reinforced by Premier Mike Rann and hi
ministers. On Thursday, at the release of the long-awaited Menad 10 years | know that these government departments and

review of the health system, Acting Premier Kevin Foley said theL-bqJbIIC servants do their best, regardless of who is in power.
State Government would always have more money for health.  But when a government comes to power and says that these
That is what the Treasurer said. Under the Liberals, 24.7 pé}re t.h? pr|or|t|_es, this is what it will deliver and then it does
cent of the budget was spent on health; under Labor is hd®l it IS & serious problem. ,
decreased to 24.1 per cent. If health and education are k%"l refer again to the Treasurer's arrogance. Terry Plane
planks, | cannot understand— rites:

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: And law and order. After the Treasurer's performance in budget estimates, observers

. _ commented on his apparent arrogance. That's the easy criticism. |
Mr SCALZI: And law and order. The Attorney-General saw him as combative, vengeful and contemptuous. He’s always

is tough on law and order: greater powers for the Parol@ombative. Estimates is one place where he can exact revenge. . .
B%Egtd' t?ut'ld ﬁﬁr{; éasllsﬁatoug:g(; Stgmtﬁgcif.; g a"rescg:]rt]%%’he reality is that | saw the Treasurer in that mode when he
gr r, mu,, w PP ! Preventiofss in opposition. He was relentless; anyone who thinks he
programs: has just started doing that now—

Mr Rau: They’re unnecessary. member interiecting:
Mr SCALZI: The member for Enfield says that they are ,:‘Ar: E?Xtrgl-)lel was cillt?]tgjrg:té?\%hg end

not necessary. Try telling that to the Norwood, Payneham and An honourable ber interiecting:
St Peters and Campbelltown councils and Andrew Patterson Mr SCALZI: No. | am thngentIgé member for Hartley
and the representatives of the community which have had §o, let us get it straight. Now | want to come back to

successful crime preygntion program. Their funding has be?@ducation. The member for Bragg has clearly outlined the
r%%‘é?ﬁ%ezpeis grglfllltl ﬁg;g:]rag:] Vgﬁainso ;(;varc]eﬁfgée;% roblems in education. | see the estimates as a great oppor-
9 . y AR 9 unity not only to be able to examine the state budget as a
programs in the_ hope that it will implement better ones, bu hole but also to look at the programs in our electorates. |
g:n?lilr;nv%i iﬂ gi“ssir?taesrp:gttiblna{nw?lllariézefrﬁg\o;?legﬁgrrtlg r(iI was fortunate to be on the education budget estimates and to
ment in thesunda Ma]il of 8 june In the past eight or nine ask questions about things that mattered to me and to my
y : p g .electors. For example, | asked the minister when the East

years of government we have never had such nice Dig, o< primary School gym will be funded and whether the
advertisements from the Police Association. | will read it OUt'kindergarten close to the former Hectorville school will be
as itis important: funded. | outlined the concerns that the community has and

No extra police in state budget. To the South Australiangged the member to make a commitment that the kindergar-
community. The Labor government's second state budget ha[s

regrettably failed to allow for much needed extra police to serve youf€n Will be funded and supported, as she outlined in a letter,
the community. This failure leaves existing officers under pressurd relocating to the East Torrens Primary School site.

to operate without the support of adequate numbers. The stark reality The estimates give us the opportunity to ask questions
e et ans o e et o S gout areas such as mulicultralism, and the Atorney.
%ustralia Police and tﬁey cannot continue to meet the burden of the#pbneral has commented on the diversity of representf’:ltlon on
increasing responsibilities to the public without extra staffing. It isgovernment boards and throughout the Public Service. We
vitally important that you understand the implications of theasked questions about the problems with the aged in the
government's decisions. multicultural area and what the government is doing to meet
This is not the Liberal Party, the opposition or the membethe increasing demands of the aged. Before | conclude | want
for Hartley talking about cuts in crime prevention programs:o go back to education in general. The headline on the front
this is the Police Association. The government should takpage of the Australian Education Union journal reads ‘Too
note. Itis a responsible association, which obviously felt thatany large classes’. | would like to read this paragraph from
this government is not responding to law and order, thait, as follows:

maybe talking about being tough on crime and locking them  whilst these figures are an improvement on our last survey, many

away is just so much hype when you do not have the policelasses are far too large for effective education to occur. This is
officers out there. particularly true when we take into account that more students with
. isabilities are being mainstreamed with inadequate resourcing and
An elderly lady, a constituent, phon'ed me the'other daB?Ihere has been no formula adjustment to acknowledge their special
because she was concerned about disruptions in her arg@eds. Add to that the disinclined students being required to stay in
involving noise and problems with her neighbours. The policeschool longer because of the raising of the school leaving age and
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the minimal support being provided system-wide for dealing with  This budget and the figures that were revealed in the
et L e e, s ot et Seiimatesappearubbeny. nshouse awhie ago <ad
outcomges. Asa unign we must continue to take% stand on class Sigev_vas nota "?‘We“ and Whe_n .I made that st_atement I said that
Wwas boasting, not apologising. | would like to double the
This is from the Acting President, Chris Waugh. | could haveworth of that statement when it comes to being an economist.
talked about the response to school councillors and so on, buhave heard that economists are only put on this world to
if heath, education, law and order are priorities, make surgnake meteorologists look good!
that you deliver. When looking at the figures in this budget, | am afraid that
Time expired. the arrangements, the window-dressing and the smoke and
mirrors confuse not only me occasionally but also many of
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | rise to make some the poor people in voter land who are trying to understand
constructive criticism in this budget debate. One of thevhatis going on.
advantages of being a new member of this place is that | do In the budget papers and in various speeches, we heard
not have the baggage or the mentality of blame. The maifuch said about no taxes being raised, but that is not the
agenda of this government is to show the former Liberafase. When we asked questions about this during the
government as being a poor economic manager, but gover@stimates committees, the answers were not always as
ment members cannot do that. Their own budget papeif@rthcoming as we might have liked. Certainly the River
reveal the state of the economy and how well this state iMurray levy is the one that has gained most prominence.
going. It is a shame that the government cannot move on frofWhile that is a levy which | think everyone agrees has some
a budget of blame, bullying and belligerence. We must geyalue in terms of money being put towards rehabilitating the
away from that. River Murray and the Murray-Darling Basin, it is a drop in

The Treasurer wants this to be a AAA economy, which ih€ 0céan compared to the total amount that will have to be
the most admirable aim. However, he does not admit that wBUt INto heall'ng the ailing Murray. .The River Murray levy
already have a AA+ economy, and that was establishedill have an Impact on many low income househ_olds and
before this government came anywhere near the coffer§1any businesses will find the $135 per annum an impost. A
Government members have forgotten their past, and | do ngfatement was made by a member in this house—I am not

want to blame the ills of this state on what happened in th&!® from which side—aboqt the River Murray levy a_nd th".’lt
past, so | ask them to move on from the blame games they’® irmgators Sh_Ol_”d be paying this Ie_vy. Let me remind th's
play. ouse that the irrigators along the River Murray are paying

) . 3.5 cents per kilolitre. One of my friends is already paying

Before | talk about the figures in the budget, let me 100kg7' 00 5 year in irrigation levies. They are certainly already
at the inflation rates. In the budget paper entitled Budget tting in
a Glance, the very last page states that the CPI for 2002- .

" . We saw mining royalties go up. Although an increase
was 4.5 per cent and that it is expected to decrease in 2003-
t0 3 per cent, and to 2.5 per cent in 2004-05. Although Erflim 2.51t0 3.5 per cent does not sound very much, when you

. . ) . k to the mining industries and look at what they are doing
cannot guarantee their veracity entirely, figures that | havgn South Australia and the opportunities in South Australia,

received suggest that the true inflation rate in Sputh Austral'iﬂjis is a real impost and it is an increase in tax. In Budget
is about 5 per cent, not the 3 per cent that is forecast ibaher 3 on page 3.2, under ‘Increased tax compliance’, it
2003-04. I notice today from the estimates committees that, < «\ew initiatives'. There are no new taxes but there are
are being cqnducted in the .N.orthern Teritory that_ th.enew initiatives which provide for an estimated revenue return
Northern Territory government is in deep strife because it dig¢ $10.5 million in 2003-04. From the way which this budget
not aIIO\_/v for the right level of inflation when calculating its and estimates have been treated, one would think that there
exper\d|ture for the yegr 2003-04. were no new taxes, no new information and no new money
Itis a shame that this government cannot be more opeg be spent, but looking at this budget paper there are new
and honest, more cooperative and more bipartisan, as thgtiatives and new money, and certainly there will be some
Premier says itis going to be. Instead, government membefgew levies—and | will talk more about those later.
use bullying tactics, blame and belligerence, and every time - Rental and mortgage duties are going up. We tried to get
we ask a question there is a suggestion that there is sor@@me answers on some of these issues during the estimates
ulterior motive, that we are not trying to obtain information committees, but, once again, there was not a lot forthcoming.
for the benefit of the people of South Australia and that iwe know that a three-tier mortgage duty structure applies in
purely involves the game of politics. That is what one wouldsouth Australia and that the returns to the budget from stamp
think. As a new member of parliament, | know that for mequties are in the millions—$600 million extra was put into the
and for many of my colleagues on this side we are not jusétate coffers last year. What happened? Where has it gone?
playing a game. We do not know. The Treasurer still keeps crying poor.
Obviously, some strategies and tactics are involved and;ertainly reducing state debt is an admirable thing to do, and
in estimates committees, such strategies and tactics awee did that when we were in government. We certainly had
employed to try to obtain as much information as possiblea debt which we had to reduce and we had to take some very
from ministers. However, as we saw last year in estimatesjnwelcome steps in some areas but, for the good of the state,
many questions were not answered and, unfortunately, th#tose steps were taken.
was my experience this year. In the 25% hours that | satin the | move on to primary industries, the area for which | was
estimates committees over the last two weeks, | saw evidentiee lead speaker. | represented the Hon. Caroline Schaefer.
of a lot of duckshoving and filibustering. There were There were some good things about the estimates committees
opportunities where information could have been given freelyn relation to primary industries. The minister (Hon. Paul
and openly, but the question was either taken on notice or thdolloway) acknowledged in his opening statement the value
answer did not attend to the matter of the question. of primary industries to South Australia. Two-thirds of our
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exports, a total of $5.025 billion—not million, but billion— Capital works in the primary industries portfolio have just
comes from the primary industry sector. The governmenbeen slashed to bits. Some money was put in there to upgrade
acknowledges the value of the sector, yet what does it puind extend the intake pipes at the SARDI research centre at
back—not very much at all. Certainly the money being spentWest Beach. That is good to see, because the SARDI research
on the national livestock identification scheme will add to ourcentre is helping to boost the aquaculture industry in South
credibility as a supplier of meat and meat products overseaéustralia. We do not need to go over the figures now, but we
The enactment of the primary industries food safetyknow how much aquaculture is adding to South Australia—
legislation to provide assurance on food safety in Soutmillions of dollars; and, certainly, it will be in the billions of
Australia with HACCP and quality assessment and qualitollars in the near future, | am confident of that. Before |
control measures is certainly something that is very goodeave primary industries, | will talk about the water cuts. The
There are some good things in this budget but, unfortunatel5 per cent cut to the producers along the river will be
you have to go through this budget with a fine toothcomb andgignificant. | asked some questions about this during esti-
a very large magnifying glass to find them. Some things havenates, and | was under the impression that the potential for
gone wrong in primary industries and they have been draggethmage, the impact of these cuts, was not being completely
on in that they were in last year’s budget and they are in thisecognised by the minister or some of his bureaucrats. | know
year’'s budget. We see that in many cases when examinirgf cases where people have spent thousands of dollars on
expenditure in the budget papers and we look at where theeehieving the 85 per cent efficiencies in irrigation practices,
has been underspending and carryovers, and the carryovdnst they are still having a second whammy when they are
have been blended with money from this year and it ihaving to cope with these 35 per cent cuts. | know of one
presented as if it is new money and there is to be increasddrge turf producer who will have to cut back his turf by
spending, yet there is not. 35 per cent. He is already laying off people. Jobs are already
The saga of the river fishers drags on. | urge this governgoing because of these cuts.

ment to be compassionate and scientific in its application of ' | was not able to attend the education estimates committee,
changes to the way in which the river fisheries are beingind | certainly hope that some of the answers that | have been
handled and certainly the legal complications and legafeading inHansard are not quite right. | am sure they are not
predicaments of some of the river fishers. misleading, but they are certainly not quite everything they
That matter needs to be looked at very carefully and vergould be. | heard today about the Glenelg Primary School
compassionately. Opportunities are going begging in thegmalgamation. That is something that | will have to find out
lower dairy flats, because this government will not commitahout because, if that is a savings in the budget, | could not
its funds to h6|p rehabilitate the lower river flats. They CannObee it anywhere in the estimates. There was nothing in the
even make a decision (and this was a question that | asked jjdget for poor old Paringa Park Primary School. Where in
the estimates committee) on when they will turn over thehe budget is the Brighton Secondary School volleyball
ownership of the licences to the River Murray flat dairy centre—the state volleyball centre that has been promised for
farmers. At the moment, those are swamp licences, they a&® long? | received a phone call from the minister’s chief of
an unmetered licence, so metering the water restrictions theggaff to let me know that some discussions were taking place,
is something that will be interesting to see. | understand thajyt | have not heard any more since then.

11 dairy farmers have already gone out of business in the \y have heard lots about the Cora Barclay Centre. It is

Mulrr'?y flats._d before i hes in this ol d 1 wil loser to home for me than that, in Morphett: it is the Ballara
| have said beloré in speeches In his place, and I Wib oy kindergarten, which is one of the very few kindergar-
reiterate today, that there is a flow-on effect of up to 1 30 ns in the south-western suburbs where they are teaching

jobs that will be lost on the Fleurieu Peninsula as a result Overy young children to speak. We have Townsend House just
the decline in production by the dairy industry on the Murrayg, i1 of my electorate, in the member for Bright's electorate.

flats. | understand that be.tween Mannum and Wellingtory am very proud to be associated with that establishment.
th_ere are about 25 000 dairy cows, which produce alot ownsend House teaches the sign language Auslan for deaf
milk. With respect to the whey plant at Jervois, the farm gate, o e Byt the Ballara Park Kindergarten is like the Cora

price there has been cut because of the rising Aussie doll arclay Centre: it is teaching the tinv kids to speak. I will
I understand that, because the Aussie dollar is expected to ri; y i 9 y peak.

- . O - rt of a letter | received from one of m nstituen
again, the farm gate price for milk will again be reduced. So Cad part of a letter | received from one of my constituents

- . : . about the Cora Barclay Centre and the funding for Cora
the Lower Murray dairy farmers will be hit once again. Thatp o | will not say much more about it here because many

gt my colleagues have made contributions about that. This

Itis domg and, certalr!Iy, there Wwere not to0 many answerg, e \yas sent to me from a constituent at Glenelg East re the
forthcoml_ng In our estimates committees on_that matter. funding for the Cora Barclay Centre. The letter states:

It was interesting to hear today that there is some resolu-
tion of some of the Crown lease problems—and | say ‘some’ | am concerned about the funding for the Cora Barclay Centre.
of the problems. | was amazed that the Minister for Agricul- Ei"f‘(‘j’%g son who is now 38 years of age. He is married with two
ture did not have the responsibility for Crown leases; that ha '
been handballed to the Hon. John Hill. We on this side of thd his constituent’s wife contracted rubella whilst she was
house are quite happy to recognise the fact that Crown leasggegnant. Her son was born with no sight in his left eye, no
are part of primary industries. | am still waiting to find out hearing in his left ear and approximately 40 per cent hearing
where the completed Bovine Johne’s Disease report is. il his right ear. This chap is now 38 years old but, even back
asked a question about it, and | was given part of an answefien, the Cora Barclay Centre took him in for three days a
but I would like to see a copy of the completed report. Bovineveek and he was taught to speak. Townsend House was
Johne’s Disease and Ovine Johne's Disease are certainly vedpviously offered. This letter also states:
important disease factors in the health of livestock in South  where possible deaf children should be taught to speak instead
Australia. of just using sign language.
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These people are obviously very proud parents. They poirdid ask about the new levy. | did not find out much about it
out that their son was able to learn to speak and he was abliem the Department of Human Services. | asked the
to getjobs. He would not have been able to get jobs if he haHlon. Steph Key about the affordable housing levy. The state
just learnt Auslan. Auslan is a very good language. | was atousing plan is a draft plan, which contains an affordable
the deaf community church a few weeks ago and | spokaousing levy. The Housing Industry Association does not
about that. While Auslan is a good language, if there is amvant a bar of this. | am told that it has not worked in Victoria
opportunity to get young people to speak, we should be doingnd in New South Wales. | cannot verify that, but that is what
it as quickly as we can as early as we can. The Cora Barcldyhave been told. Certainly, it is an impost that we do not
Centre does need the support of this government as does theed. We know that housing is one of the most heavily taxed
Ballara Park Kindergarten in my electorate of Morphett. of all commodities: GST, stamp duty, land tax, local
We hear about health, education and law and order. Thgovernment charges, infrastructure levies and now we have
mantra goes on and on. It is admirable to have those aims ban affordable housing levy.
you need a good economy to support those aims. What do we Mrs Redmond interjecting:
getin respect of the police? We get four new police stations. Dr MCFETRIDGE: And insurance. This government
That is very admirable, but the Police Association is not tod€ally needs to get its act into gear. It needs to forget the
impressed that there is to be no further recruitment of policellame game; it needs to learn from the past and look forward.
Crime prevention is being cut to billyo. | attended the This opposition WI” be blpartlsan if we can see merit in what
estimates committee session that related to the Departmdfi€ 9overnment s putting up. At the moment we do not see
of Human Services, and it was rather convenient that thE0 much coming from this government other than just smoke

generational health review was released that morning. and mirrors, the blame game, the bullying and the belliger-
It was a clever diversion. It distracted us for a feWence—certalnIy, no real direction for South Australia. Let us

moments. Certainly, the member for Heysen and | Wer(gv] gvihtggﬁt?ﬁéirgma:gékaetgg ”\;\?enag\?etr&?eifgg?srgy motsr;tee
ferreting away through the review looking for something Y gea. 9 oy

other than just a lot of motherhood statements. Unfortunatel a good start over the past eight years. For the past 18 months

it contains a lot of motherhood statements, and all we get a?ﬁ/e have not seen a whole lot of progress. | am looking
: ’ - 9etarg\vard to it, and | am looking forward to riding on the new
cuts. | think there are 200-odd recommendations in th

generational health review and | cannot find any money in th‘grams down at the Bay.

budget for them. What we do see is that HACC funding has \jrs REDMOND secured the adjournment of the debate.
been cut. The government cuts it this year; in fact, it cuts it
every year. That is just a ridiculous thing to have done. ADJOURNMENT

I cannot understand where this government wants to be in
2006 other than in opposition because, really, it is not the At 12.01 a.m. the house adjourned until Thursday 26 May
good economic manager it is trying to portray itself as. lat 10.30 a.m.



